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PBOCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THK   SENATE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


XT  THE  SECOND  BBaSTON  OP  THE  TENTH  C0NGBE88,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OK 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  7,  1808. 


Mohdat,  NoTerober  7, 1808. 
Conrormablj  to  the  set,  passed  the  last  session, 
*aiitled  'Ab  act  to  alter  tlie  time  for  tbe  next 
mceliu  of  Congress,"  the  second  session  of  the 
mtb  Coogiess  commeDced  this  day ;  and  the 
Senate  avemUed  at  the  City  of  Waihingtoa. 

PRBSBKT : 

GsoKQB  CuNTON,  VicePresident  of  the  United 
Stales  aod  President  of  ihe  Seoale. 

HwMOLAa  GiLHAH  aBd  Nahdm  Pakkeb,  from 
New  Ham  pa  bite. 

TiMOTBT  PicKBRiifO,  from  Massachusetts. 

JiMsa  HiLLBonsE  and  Ghadmcbt  CIoodbicb, 
ftoot  CoBBMtient. 

BaxjiMtR  HowLAKDand  Bush*  Mathevson, 
ftom  Rhode  Island. 

Stcphex  R.  Bradley  and  Jonathan  Rdbin- 
aoH.  from  Vennoot. 

SiMOiL  L.  MiTCHtLL  and  John  Smith,  from 
New  Tort 

JohhComdit  and  Aaron  Kitobel, from  New 
Jencf. 

Sahdel  MACI.AY,  from  PenosjrlTaDiR. 

Samcbl  White,  from  Delaware. 

William  B.  Q11.E8,  from  Virginia. 

Janes  Turner,  from  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Sumter  and  Jobn  Gaillard,  from 
Sndi  Carolina. 

William  H.  Crawford,  from  Oeoivia. 
hcKMBa   Theuston  and  Jorn  Fopb,  from 

Kaaekr- 
DuffiL  Smith,  from  Tennmaee. 

Enaa  TirriN,  from  Ohio. 

Jajka  Llotd,  Jan.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
LegisAinireof  the  Staieof  Massachnsetis,to  snp- 
plf  the  piace  of  Jotiii  Qcikcy  Adams,  resigned, 
look  hb  seat  in  the  Senate,  and  prodaced  his 
credentials,  which  were  read,  and  ine  oath  pre- 
vribed  by  Jaw  was  administered  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  ihe 
Bouse  of  Representatires  that  a  quorum  of  ihe 
Senate  it  assembled  aiLd  ready  to  proceed  to  bu- 
HBoi;  and  that  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Pope  be 
aeoiiiaiilte«  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  losether 
whk  raeh  eommittee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
Htoae  of  Bcf  rMaatatirn  oa  their  part,  to  wait 


on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  no* 
tify  him  that  a  guoram  of  the  two  Houses  ia 

atisembled. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseDta- 
tives  informed  liie  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness; and  that  the  House  had  appointed  a  coia- 
mittee  on  their  part,  joiotlr,  with  the  commiitea 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  United  Slates  and  notify  hiaa 
■hat  a  quorum  of  the  two  Hooses  is  auembled. 

Retidvtd,  Thai  each  Senator  be  snppU«d,  iw 
ing  the  present  session,  with  three  sueh  newspa- 
pers, printed  in  any  of  the  Slates,  as  he  may 
choose,  prorided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at 
the  usual  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  pa- 
pers; and,  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers  oiber  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many 
such  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

The  Prehident  communicated  a  resolutioD  aod 
memorial  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
praying  an  extension  of  the  time  for  payment  of 
(be  first  instalment  for  the  purchase  oilandsidoe 
January,  1809 ;  also,  praying  that  a  bill  UDdsi 
consideration  in  the  House  of  Representatirea  at 
iheir  last  session,  for  establishing  a  Federal  court 
in  that  district,  should  not  pass  into  a  law,  for 
reasoDs  raentioaed  in  the  memorial ;  which  waa 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

ttaolved,  That  James  Mathers,  Sergeaat-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  10  the  Senate,  be,  and  h« 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistani  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
Mrrices  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
keeper to  the  SeuBle ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  pur- 
pose, (o  commence  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session,  and  fur  iwentv  days  aner. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlbv, 

Raolved,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  difiereni  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congresa  daring  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  sbalt 
interchange  weekly. 

Mr.  BradiiBV  reported,  from  the  joiat  CMuait- 
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Me.  that  they  had  wailed  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  order,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  he  would  make  a  communication  10 
the  two  Houses  at  12  o'clock  lo-morrow. 

ToEeDAY,  November  8. 
Samuei.  Smfth  and  Philip  Reed,  from  the 
Btale  of  Maryland,  attended. 


o  infociu  jou  that  the  belligerent 
tions,  whose  diaregiml  of  neutral  righti  has  been 
destruetJTo  to  our  commerce,  had  become  awatenei: 
the  dut;  and  true  policy  of  revoking  their  unrigbtet 
edicts.    That  no  meaos  might  be  omitled  to  prodi 
this  Military  eifect,  I  lost  no  time  in  availing  mjwilf 
of  the  HCt  authorizing  a  suipension,  in  nhole,  or 
part,  of  the  seTeral  embargo  laws.     Our  Miniitors 
Iiondoo  and  Paria  vere  inetructed  to  explain  to  the 
pespoctivB  Governments  there,  our  disposilio 
dee  the  authority  in  such  manner  as  would  vrithdraw 
the  pretext  on  vrhich  aggressions  were  originally  found- 
bd,  and  open  the  way  for  a  renewal  of  Ibi ' 
dal  intercourse  which  it  waa  alleged,  on  all  sidea,  h 
been  reluctantly  obetructed.     As  each  of  those  Gi 
amments  hid  pledged  its  readineaa  to  concur  in 
'    -BOUndng  a  tneasure   which    reached  ila   adversary 
through  the  incontestable  righlsof  neutrals  only,  and 
M  the  raeasure  had  been  assumed  by  each  as  a  retalia- 
tion for  an  assarted  Hcquiaacfince  in  the  aggressiona  ol 
the  other,  it  was  reasonably  expected  that  the  occasion 
woold  hive  been  seized  by  both  for  evincing  the  sincer. 
itj  of  their  profcsaiona,  and  for  restoring  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Statesits  Icgitimatefieedom.    The 
inslmcUons  of  our  Ministers,  wilb  respect  to  the  differ- 
ent bellignents,  were  necessarily  modified  with  a  re. 
ference  to  their  dtflbrent  circumstances,  and  to  the  con- 
dition annexed  by  law  to  the  Eiecutive  power  of  sus- 
pension requiring  a  degree  of  security  to  our  commerce 
which  would  not  result  from  a  repeafof  the  decrees  of 
Trance.     Inrtead  of  a  pledge  therefore  of  a  suspension 
of  the  embargo  as  lo   her,  in  ease  of  such  a  repeal, 
it  wsa  preanmcd  thai  a  suflidcnt  inducement  might 
■b«  found  in  other  conaideralions,  and  particularly  in 
the  change  produced  by  a  compliance  with  our  just 
.demands  by  one  belligerent,  and  a  refusal  by  Iho  o^er, 
in   the  rslatious  between  the  other  and  the   United 
.States.    To  Great  Britain,  whose  powi 
ie  so  ascendant,  it  was  deemed  not  inconsistent  with 
that  condition  to  state,  oxpliciUy,  on  her  rescinding 
orders  in  relation  \o  the  United  States,  their  trade 
.would  be  opened  with  her,  and  ramuin  shut  to  her 
enemy, in  case  of  his  failure  to  rescind  hia  dccre 
From  Franco  no  answer  has  been  received,  □< 
indication  that  the  rei|uisilc  change  in  her  dec 
contemplated.       The  favorable  reception  of  the  pro- 
position to  Great  ilritain  was  the  less  to  be  doubted,  as 
her  Orders  of  Council  had  not  only  been  referred  for 
'  their  vindication  to  an  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stal«B  do  longer  to  be  pretended,  but  as  ^e 
MTtngement  proposed,  whilst  it  resisted  the  illegal  de- 
crees of  France,  involved,  moreover,  aubstantially,  thi 

■pieciae  advanisge*  professedly  aimed  at  by  the  Britisli 


Orders.      The  arrangement  baa,  nevertheless,   boen 

rejected. 

This   candid   and  liberal  experiment  having  thua 

failed,  and  no  other  event  having  occurred  on  which  a. 

ension  of  the  embargo  by  the  Eiecutive  was  su- 

ized,  it  necessarily  remains  in  the  extent  originally 

a  to  iL  We  have  the  salisbction,  however,  to  reflect, 

,  in  return  for  the  privsljona  imposed  by  the  mea«- 

and  which  our  fellow-citizeiuiin  general  have  born* 

with  patriotism,  it  haa  bad  the  important  effects  of 

r  msrinera,  and  our  vast  mercantile  proper^, 

of  afEbrding  time  (or  prosecuting  the  defen- 

,  rovisional  measures  called  for  by  the  occasioD. 

Ithasdemonitratedto  foreign  nalionsthe  moderation  and 

firmness  which  govern  our  councils,  and  to  ourcitizona 

the  necessity  of  uniting  in  support  of  the  laws  and  tlie 

rights  of  their  country,  and  has  thus  long  frustrated 

those  usurpations  and  spoliations  which,  if  resisted,  in- 

Ived  war,  if  submitted  to,  sacrificed  a  vital  principl* 

our  national  independence. 

Under  a  continuance  of  the  belligerent  measurea, 
which,  in  defiance  of  laws  which  consecrate  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  overspread  the  ocean  with  danger,  it  will 
rcBt  with  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  dedde  on  the 
course  beat  adapted  to  such  a  state  of  thinga;  and 
bringing  with  them,  as  they  do,  from  every  part  of  the 
Union,  the  sentiments  of  our  constttoents,  my  confi- 
dence is  strengthened  that,  in  farming  this  decision, 
they  will,  with  an  unerring  regard  to  the  essential 
rightB  and  interests  of  the  nation,  weigh  and  eompare 
the  painful  alternatives  out  of  which  ii  choice  is  to  ba 
made.  Nor  should  I  do  justice  to  the  virtues  which, 
on  other  occasions,  have  marked  the  character  of  onr 
fellow-dtizens,  if  1  did  not  cherish  an  equal  confidence 
that  the  alternative  choaen,  whatever  it  may  bo,  will 
be  maintained  with  all  the  fortitude  and  patriotinB 
which  the  crisis  ought  to  inspire. 

The  documcntu  containing  the  correspondeneea  om 
the  sabject  of  foreign  edicts  agatnet  our  commerce, 
with  the  instructions  given  lo  our  Ministers  at  London 
and  Paris,  are  now  laid  before  you. 

The  communications  made  to  Congroas  at  their  laat 
sesaion  explained  the  posture  in  which  the  close  of  the 
discussions  relating  to  the  attaclt  by  a  British  ship  of 
war  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  left  a  subject  on  which 
the  nation  hsd  manifested  so  honorable  a  sensibility. 
Every  view  of  what  had  passed  authorized  a  behef 
that  immediate  steps  would  be  taken  by  the  British 
Government  for  redressing  a  wrong,  which,  the  more 
it  was  investigated,  appeared  the  more  clearly  to  re- 
quire what  had  not  been  provided  for  in  the  special 
mission.  It  is  found  that  no  steps  have  been  taken  for 
the  purpose.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  seen,  in  the 
documents  laid  before  you,  that  the  inadmissible  pre- 
liminary, which  obstructed  the  adjustment,  is  still  ad- 
hered to;  and,  moreover,  that  it  is  now  brought  into 
connexion  with  the  distinct  and  irrelative  case  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.  The  instructions  which  had  been 
given  to  our  Minister  at  London,  with  a  view  to  facili- 
tate, if  necessary,  the  reparation  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  are  included  in  the  documents  communicated. 
Our  relations  with  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  have 
undergone  no  material  changes  since  our  last  session. 
The  important  negotiations  with  Spain,  which  had 
been  alternately  suspended  and  resumed,  necessarily 
experience  a  pause  under  the  extraordinary  and  inter- 
esting erisis  which  distinguishes  her  internal  situation. 
With  the  Barbery  Powers  we  continue  in  harmony, 
with  the  exception  of  an  unjustifiable  proceeding  of  the 
Dey  of  Algiers  towards  our  Consul  to  that  Regency, 
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Sitwaaxu,  1806. 


Prendent'a  Jmutat  Metaagt. 


SsRiTa. 


It!  dianctaT  Knd  circunutuicM  are  aon  laid  before 
yoB,  and  will  enable  jon  to  decide  how  for  it  may, 
lidieT  now  or  bereafler,  call  for  nnj  measure*  not 
within  tlie  limita  of  the  Executive  autbority. 

WidioiBT  Indian  neighbon  the  public  peace  baa  been 
(tca^  Bmintauied-  Some  iastaDcea  of  indiTidual 
wTODgbTes  »  at  other  times,  taken  place,  but  in  no 
viae  ^toting  the  will  of  the  nation.  Be;oiid  the 
MiMmi,  the  lowae,  the  Sacs,  and  the  Alabamas, 
hnHireTed  up  for  trial  and  puniehmant  indinduali 
6n  cnons  themeeWee,  accused  of  murdering  citizena 
cffiw  DDilinl  Statae.  On  this  side  of  the  MtsaisBippi, 
k  Cndu  arc  exerting  IhenMlres  to  aireet  oflenden 
din  ttiBK  kind;  and  the  Choctaws  bete  manifeated 
ABnodineaB  and  desire  for  amicable  and  Just  arrange- 
makrancting  depredations  committed  bydisoiderlj 
ptneo*  of  their  tribe.  And,  generally,  from  a  convic- 
lioa  tU  we  cooaider  them  »m  a  part  of  ouraelvee,  and 
AmA  with  nncerity  their  rights  and  interests,  the 
ittaduBSDt  of  the  Indian  tribes  is  gfaioing  strength 
daiy,  is  cztendii^  hata  Um  nearer  to  the  more  lemote, 
asd  wil  amply  requite  us  for  the  justice  and  fiiendahip 
)iiani«iil  lowmids  them.  Huibandiy  and  household 
■isiufcelnies  axe  advancing  among  them,  more  rapidly 
with  the  aonthem  than  northern  Iribee,  fiom  ciicnm- 
slaiicas (J  soil  and  climate;  and  one  of  the  two  great 
divtMBS  of  the  Cherokee  nation  hare  now  under  con- 
■deratiini  to  solicit  the  citizenship  of  the  liuiled  Stalei, 
and  to  he  identified  with  us  in  laws  and  govern  men  t, 
in  s«cti  piecrisnTe  manner  as  we  shall  think  best. 

la  eoiMeqaencc  of  the  appropriations  of  the  last  ses- 
siea  of  Con^rcEB  for  the  security  of  our  seaport  towns 
•ad  harbon,  each  works  of  defence  have  been  erected 
as  ncMcd  to  be  called  for  by  the  situation  of  the  se*- 
cnl  placea,  ftwir  relative  importance,  and  the  scale  of 
upout  indicatfld  by  the  amount  of  the  appropriation. 
These  woifca  will  chiefly  be  finished  in  the  course  of 
Ae  pnatnt  season,  except  at  Mew  York  and  New  Or- 
kau,  wbaie  most  was  to  be  done;  and  atlhough  a 
gnat  ptopcntian  of  the  last  appropriation  his  been  ei- 
poidad  on  the  former  jdoce,  yet  some  further  views 
>2I  be  Bobiuitted  to  Congress  for  rendering  its  security 
CDlirBly  adeqaate  against  naval  enterprise.  A  view  of 
what  ha*  been  done  at  the  several  places,  and  of  what 
ii  pmposed  to  be  done,  aball  be  communicated  as  soon 
*i  the  several  reports  are  received. 

Of  the  gun-boats  authorized  by  the  act  of  Decembet 
b«,  it  baa  been  thought  necessary  to  build  only  one 
kBidred  and  thrre  in  the  prCBent  year.  These,  with 
ksc  before  possessed,  are  sufficient  for  the  harbors 
■d  vaten  mort  erpoeed,  and  the  residue  will  require 
idttiBie  for  their  construction  when  it  shall  be  deemed 
MMry. 

lider  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  raising  an  ad- 
dilinsl  military  force,  so  many  officers  were  imme- 
diaielj  ippiniited  aa  were  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  boMHES  of  recruiting,  and  in  proportion  as  it  ad- 
vanced,  otheiB  have  been  added.  We  have  reaaon  to 
bdieve  their  success  has  been  satislactory,  although 
SDih  rctams  have  not  yet  been  received  ss  enable  tne 
to  present  you  a  statement  of  the  number  engaged. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  season,  to  call  for  any  general  dctachmants  of 
militii  or  of  volunteers,  under  the  lawa  passed  for  that 
porpoae.  For  the  ensuing  season,  however,  they  will 
be  required  to  be  in  readineaa  should  their  service  be 
wanted-  Some  small  and  special  detachments  have 
keen  ■scMssiy  to  maintain  the  laws  of  embargo  on 
ttat  poitioit  of  our  noflhem  frontier  which  offered 
fccAar  facjlitjea  fm  eTMton,  but  these  wsie  replaced 


as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  by  bodies  of  new  recruits. 
By  the  aid  of  these,  and  of  the  armed  vessels  called 
into  service  in  other  quarters,  the  spirit  of  disobedi- 
ence and  abuse,  which  manifested  itself  early,  and 
wi^  sensible  sfTect  while  we  were  unprepared  to  meet 
it,  has  been  coosiderabty  repressed. 

Considering  the  eitraordinary  character  of  the  timea 
in  which  we  live,  our  attention  should  unremittingiy 
be  fixed  on  tiie  safety  of  our  country.  For  a  people 
who  ate  free,  and  who  mean  to  remain  so,  a  well  or- 
gsniied  and  armed  militia  is  their  best  eeeucity.  It  is 
therefore  incumbent  on  us,  at  every  meeting,  to  reviM 
the  condition  of  the  militia,  and  to  ask  oa~setves  if  it 
is  prepared  to  repel  ■  powerful  enemy  at  every  point 
□f  our  territories  exposed  to  invasion  i  Some  of  the 
States  have  paid  a  laudable  attention  to  this  object; 
but  every  degree  of  neglect  is  to  be  found  among  oUiera. 
Congress  alone  having  the  power  to  produce  an  uni- 
form slate  of  preparation  in  thiq  great  organ  of  defence, 
the  interests  which  they  so  deeply  fi>el  in  their  own 
and  their  country's  security  will  preaent  this  aa  among 
the  most  important  objects  of  their  deliberation. 

Under  the  acta  of  March  1 1  and  April  33,  respect- 
ing arms,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  them  from  abroad, 
during  the  present  situation  and  dispositions  of  Entope, 
induced  us  to  direct  our  whole  eSbrts  to  the  means  of 
internal  supply.  The  public  factories  have  tiietsfore 
been  enlarged,  additional  machineries  erected,  and,  is 
proportion  as  artificers  can  be  found  or  formed,  thMt 
eSect,  already  more  than  doubled,  may  be  increased  so 
■s  to  keep  pace  with  the  yearly  increase  of  the  militia. 
The  annusil  sums  appropriated  by  the  latter  act  hava 
been  dincted  to  the  encouragement  of  private  ftctoriaa 
of  arms,  and  contracts  have  been  entered  into  with 
individual  undertakers  to  nearly  the  amount  of  the  first 
year's  appropriation. 

The  auepenston  of  our  foreign  commerce,  produced 
by  the  injustice  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  the  oon- 
sequent  losses  and  sacrifices  of  our  citizens,  are  subjects 
of  just  concern.  The  situation  into  which  we  have 
thus  been  forced  has  impelled  us  to  apply  a  portion  of 
our  industry  end  capital  to  internal  mnnutactures  and 


lements.    The  e 


It  of  this 


■  daily 


increasing,  and  little  doubt  remains  that  tbe  estabtisb- 
ments  formed  and  fonoing  will,  under  the  auspicea  ot 
cheaper  materials  snd  subsistence,  the  freedom  of  tabor 
from  taxation  with  us,  and  of  protecting  duties  and 
prohibitions,  become  permanent.  The  commerce  with 
the  Indians  loo,  within  our  own  boundaries,  is  likely  to 
receive  abondant  aliment  from  the  same  internal  source, 
and  will  secure  to  them  peace  and  the  progress  of  civ- 
ilization, undisturbed  by  practiccH  hostile  to  both. 

The  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  last, 
being  not  yet  made  up,  a  correct  statement  will  here- 
after be  transmitted  from  the  Treasury.  In  the  mean- 
time, it  is  ascertained  that  the  receipts  have  amounted 
to  near  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  which,  with  the 
eight  millions  and  a  half  in  the  Treasury  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  have  enabled  ua,  after  meeting  the 
current  demands,  and  interest  incurred,  to  pay  two 
millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollsrs  of  the  princi- 
pal of  our  funded  debt,  end  left  us  in  the  Treasuiy,  on 
that  day,  near  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  Of  these, 
five  inillions  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUsra 
will  be  necessary  to  pay  what  will  be  due  on  Uie  first 
day  of  January  next,  which  wil!  complete  thereimbune- 
ment  of  tbe  eight  per  cent,  stock.  These  payments, 
with  those  made  in  the  six  years  and  a  half  preceding, 
will  have  extinguished  thu^-three  milUoiis  five  ktin> 
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dr*d  &nd  sight/ IboDund  doUan  of  ths  prindpal  of  tha 
flmded  debt,  being  the  nhole  vhich  could  be  paid  or 
piuchu0d  within  the  limiti  of  the  law  and  our  con- 
tracts ;  and  the  amount  of  principal  thus  diacharged 
will  have  liberated  th«  revenue  from  &bnnt  tno  milliona 
of  dollaim  of  intareat,  and  added  that  aum  annual!;  to 
the  dupoaaUe  inrplui.  The  probaUe  accumulation  of 
the  auqiluasea  of  lerenu*  bejrand  what  can  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  puUic  debt,  whenever  the  free- 
dom and  nSttj  of  our  commerce  aluU  be  Teatored, 
merita  the  oonaiderstion  ef  Congren.  Shall  it  lie  nn- 
ptoduclive  in  the  public  vaulta  1  SbM  the  ravenue  be 
reduced  t  Or,  itull  it  not  racier  be  appropriated  to 
the  inprovementa  of  roada,  canals,  riven,  education, 
and  other  great  fonndatians  of  prooperity  and  union, 
under  Ute  power*  which  Congrew  me;  alreadj  poiien, 
or  nidi  amendment  of  the  Conatitutton  as  maj  be  ep- 
proved  by  the  States  1  While  nncerlaiii  of  the  coune 
of  things,  the  time  ma;  be  advantageouslj  employed 
in  obtaining  the  powers  necessary  for  a  ayatem  of  mi- 
provement,  ihould  that  be  thooghl  best. 

Availing  myself  of  this,  the  last  oceauou  which  will 
occur,  of  addressing  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature 
■t  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  the  eipreaaion  of  my 
sincere  gratitude  for  the  repeated  proaft  of  confidence 
manifested  to  me  by  themselvea  and  their  predecessors 
since  my  call  to  the  administration,  and  the  many  in- 
dulgences eiperieneed  st  their  hands.  ThCMme  grate- 
fol  ««knowledgmenta  ere  due  to  my  fellow-dlizena  gen- 
erally, whose  support  has  been  my  great  encouragement 
under  all  embaiVsaaments.  In  the  tranaaetioa  of  their 
business  I  cannot  have  escaped  error.  It  is  incident  to 
our  imperfect  nature.  But  I  may  say  with  truth  my 
errors  have  been  of  the  understanding,  not  of  itttnn- 
tion,  and  that  the  advancement  of  their  ligfats  and  in- 
lereeta  has  be^n  the  conatant  motive  for  every  measure. 
OntbesecoRsidciational  solicit  their  indulgence.  Look- 
ing forward  with  aniiety  to  their  future  deatinioB,  I  trust, 
that,  in  their  steady  character,  unshaken  by  difficulties, 
in  their  love  of  liberty,  obedience  to  law,  and  support 
of  Uie  public  authorities,  1  see  a  sure  guarantee  of  the 
permanence  of  our  Republic;  and  retiring  from  the 
charge  of  their  afihirs,  I  carry  with  me  the  consolation 
'      *  ■   1  that  Hi  .       ■       -        - 


beloved  country  long  ages  to  come  of  prosperity  and 
haroiness.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 


The  Message  and  papers  were  in  pari  read,  Rud 
one  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  primed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

A  conGdeniial  Message  was  also  received, 
londry  documeDta  therein  referred  lo,  which ' 
tead  for  conEideration. 

Wedhesdat,  November  9. 

JuBE  FRAHSLm,  from  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, attended. 

The  Senate  proceeded  in  reading  the  docnments 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  Presideol  of  the 
United  States  of  yealerday. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reed, 

Saohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  atate  and  condition  of  the  Chamber  prepared 
fbr  the  Senate  to  convene  in  during  the  present  session, 
and  to  report  whether  it  is  safe  and  expedient  to  con- 
tinue therein,  or  to  remove  to  some  other  apartment. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Reed,  White,  and 
BBADI.BT,  be  the  commiMee. 


Tbdrsdat,  Norember  10. 
Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  follow-  { 

ng  motion : 

Rooked,  That  a  commill«e  be  appoiated  to  tuquit*  | 

whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,amendmcailsare  naesa 
sary  to  the  militia  laws  of  the  United  Blatea.  | 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
OtLES : 

Retained,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Praa- 
ident  of  tiie  United  States  as  rriates  to  tho  several  em- 
bargo laws,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  ! 
itructions  to  examine  and  report  whether  any  fiitther 
iHsurea  are  now  ncceaaary  to   enforce  s  due  ofaserv-  | 
ce  thereof  during  their  continuance;  and,  also,  wheth- 
any  further  modiRcallon  thereof  be  expedient  at  this 
ae,  and  that  such  committee  have  leave  lo  rep(Mi  bj 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  making  ihia  motion,  Mr.  OiLsa  obserTed, 
that,  as  the  resolution  he  had  the  honor  of  movios 
respecting  the  embargo  laws,  was  intended  only 
aseninqairy  into  that  sabjeet,  which  was  deemed 
important  to  all,  and  if  to  be  further  acted  upoD, 
requiring  immediate  atteniion  ;  and,  as  it  did  not 
commit  the  Senate  upon  any  point  in  relation  lo 
(hose  laws,  he  hoped  that  the  committee  migbt 
be  now  appointed. 
Mr.  GoonnicB  requested  that  the  motion  might 
It  be  acted  upon  until  to-motrow,  lo  which  Mr. 
Giles  agreed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
Iain  on  their  pati,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution 
of  the  two  Hou.'ies,  and  the  whole  number  of  vote* 
collected  was  20,  of  which  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Elliott  had  11.  and  was  ascordingly  elected. 

Fhidav,  November  11. 

Mr.  Wbite  sobmitted  the  fotlowiog  motion  ; 

Retohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Btstaa 
cause  I*  be  laid  before  the  Senate  copies  of  all  the  or- 
ders and  decrees  of  the  belligerent  Ponen  of  Europe, 
passed  since  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine^- 
two,  afiecting  the  commercial  rights  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.HiLLBouBE  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Reiohed,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  veesda  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Statea,"  and  tba 
several  acts  supfdementary  thereto,  be  repealed;  and 
that  a  committee  be  ^ipointed  to  pr^are  and  report  * 
bill  tor  that  purpoflt. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Retohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  etatSB 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  K 
statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  whidi  hava 
departed  &om  the  United  States,  with  permission,  be- 
tween the  33d  of  December,  1S07,  and  the  30Ul  Sep- 
tember, ISOe ;  specifying  the  names  of  the  vessels  (nd 
their  owners;  the  site  of  the  vetaola ;  the  date  ofthrir 
clearances;  the  ports  or  places  for  which  they  wer« 
destined ;  and  the  amount  aatboriied  to  be  brought 
back  to  tile  United  Stales  in  each  of  such  vessels. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
made  yesterday,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ioquiie  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  amea^ 
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mots  are  Beeratary  to  the  miliiia  lam  of  the 
Oaitcd  States ;  and  baring^  agreed  tberelo, 

Onbred,  That  Messrs.  Smith  oI  Maryland, 
Sdittce.  and  Bradley,  be  the  comiuittee. 

Ut.ltAci^Y  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
PLcataau,  and  other  mercbaals.  of  the  eit;  of 
PhilaWphia,  stating  that,  since  tbe  lOth  of 
Haic^  1808,  thejr  have  imported  suDdry  goods, 
wattj,  and  merchandise,  consisting  of  articles 
eaauiaied  in  tbe  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  that 
JM.eatitled  "An  aet  for  extending  tbe  terms  of 
cnifil  on  revenae  bonds  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
itkr  porposrs ;"  but  that,  by  the  eoDstruction  of 
[fcc  Tnasnry  officers,  do  advantage  of  its  provis- 
ion can  be  had  in  favor  of  goods  imparted  snb- 
xqiFBt  lo  its  date.  The  memorialist-',  therefore, 
prajr  that  the  Legislatare  will  provide  for  an  ez- 
ttnsion  of  the  relief  afforded  by  tbe  eiid  act  to 
ilteir  cases,  for  reaaons  slated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considera- 

Tbe  following  motion  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Rbcd: 

JfmfeeJ,  That,  in  future,  the  Secrctsry  provide,  for 
ths  oM  <£  the  Senate,  stationery  of  the  manufadors 
of  the  CinUd  8t«tei,  or  of  Mine  Territory  thereof. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day,that  so  moch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  several 
embargo  laws,  be  referred  to  a  select  conimitlee, 
with  iastraciions  to  examine  and  report  whetber 
aay  fnnher  measures  are  now  Decessary  lo  en- 
force due  observance  thereof  during  their  cod- 
tiBoance  ;  and,  also,  whether  any  further  modiG- 
ciiioD  thereof  be  expedient  at  this  lime ;  and 
that  tneh  committee  nave  leave  to  report  by  bill 

Mr.  M1TCB11.L  moved  an  ameDdment,  to  insert 
after  the  word  ''  modificaiian,"  the  wards  "  or  a 
repcaL"  Mr.  M.  said  his  object  was  to  refer  tbe 
wliole  subject,  and  authorize  the  committee  to 
nqaite  as  ivell  into  the  expediency  of  a  removal 
tf  iheie  laws,  as  into  further  provisions  for  en- 
foreing  them,  if  it  should  be  judged  most  safe 
»d  proper  to  preserve  them  in  operation.  He 
taMgkt  this  tbe  most  expeditious  way  of  obtain- 
^  &e  opinion  of  tbe  Senate  on  that  great  ques- 
'w,  which  was  the  subject  of  the  most  aniions 

■tntnde,  and  on  which  he  wished  there  might 

■aW  a  ^y's  nor  even  an  hour's  delay. 

IWamendment  was  not  seconded.  Mr.GiLES's 
motioa  was  then  agreed  to,  end  Messrs.  Qilbb, 
SHrTBof  Maryland,  Hiixkouse.  Bb&dlbt,  and 
foFE,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  mctsage  I'rom  the  House  of  Representatives 
iaforated  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  ap> 
poiated  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baowit  a  Chaplain  to  Con* 
{less,  on  their  part,  during  the  present  session. 

MoHDAT,  November  14. 

JeflETB  Akdersoh,  from  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Andrew  Moore,  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, attended. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
moiim  made  on  the  Ilth  iosiaot,  requesting  tbe 
Prcatdent  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the 


Senate  tbe  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerent     ' 
Powers  of  Europe  since  1792;  and   the  motion 
having  been  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Rewlved,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  copies  of  all  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  passed  since  one 
thoBsaod  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  affecting 
the  commercial  rights  of  tbe  United  State?. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolu- 
tion before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  o(  the. 
motion  made  on  the  lllh  instant,  requesting  ihe 
President  of  the  United  Stales  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  ves- 
sels  which  have  departed  from  the  United  States 
since  December  22, 1807;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  reqDPSted  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tba 
Senate  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  ves- 
sels which  have  departed  from  tbe  United  States, 
with  permission,  between  the  S2d  of  December, 
1807,  and  the  30tb  of  September,  1808, specifying 
the  names  of  vessels  and  their  owners,  the  sizeoT 
the  vessels,  the  date  of  their  clearances,  the  pons 
or  places  for  which  they  were  destined,  and  the 
amount  authorized  to  be  brought  back  to  tbe 
United  States  in  each  of  such  vessels. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resola- 
tioD  before  the  President  of  tbe  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  made  on  tbe  11th  insiact,  directiog  the 
Dse  of  American  stationery,  and.  having  amend- 
ed tbe  molion,  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Re»ohed,  That,  in  future,  the  Secretary  pro- 
vide for  the  use  of  the  Senate  stationery  of  the 
manuTacIure  of  the  United  States,  or  of  some 
Territory  thereof,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  con- 
veuienity  procured. 

ToBsDAT,  November  15. 

The  pREaiDEMT  communicated  the  resolutions 
passed  by  the  House  of  Reptesentatives  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  on  tbe  llth  of  October  last, 
staling  the  discontents  prevailing  amoog  tbe  peo- 
ple west  of  the  Wabash,  in  consequence  of  their 
connexion  with  the  people  eastward  of  tho  said 
river,  and  requesting  a  separation,  as  tbe  only 
means  of  restoring  harmony,  and  lerminatlD* 
those  discontents,  so  essential  to  their  general 
prosperity  ;  and  loe  resolutions  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  Messrs. 
PoFE,  TiFFin.  and  Bradley,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  Reeo,  from  tbe  committee  appointed  on 
the  9lh  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  slate  and  con- 
dition of  the  Chamber  prejiared  for  the  Senate 
during  tbe  present  session,  and  whether  ii  is  safe 
and  expedient  to  coniiaue  therein,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  considere- 


vauia,  alteoded. 


IVEititEBiUT,  NoTember  16, 

T  Gredo,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
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Raolned,  That  lo  miieh  of  the  Meiuge  of  the 
Pieiident  oS  the  Uiiit«d  States  aa  rel&tex  to  the  Bar- 
buy  Ponera,  biuI  the  imjustifidile  proceeding:  of  the 
Dey  of  Algiers  towards  our  Consul  at  that  Begencj, 
wiUi  the  docuoientB  accompaDjing  the  aaaie,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  commitl^e,  to  consider  and  report 
ttiereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  ibal  tbe  motion  o( 
Mr.  HiLLHousE,  for  repedinc  the  embargo  taws, 
be  ibe  order  of  tbe  day  for  Monday  next. 

Thdbsdat,  November  17. 

A  message  from  the  Houxe  of  Re preseota lives 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

a  bill,  entitled  '*Aa  act  to  authorize  the  transport- 
ation of  a  certain  Message  of  the  President  of 
ihe  United  Slates,  and  documents  Bccompaoying 
the  same;"  in  which  tbey  request  the  coociir- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  three  5e7eral  times  by  unan- 
imous coDseat,  aud  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  made  yesterday,  lo  refer  so  mueb  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  10  the  Barbary  Powers,  and  the  unjustiG- 
able  proceeding  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers  towards 
our  Consul  at  that  Regency,  with  the  documents 
accompaoying  the  same,  to  a  select  committee, 
10  consider  and  report  tlwreon ;  and,  bavins 
agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Bradley,  Qile3,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  tbe  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Anderson  submitted  the  followjngmoiiou: 

Raolved,  Thai copies  of  the  memorials  of  the 

merchants  of  Boston,  Salem.  New  York,  Philailetphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Norfolk,  which  were  presented  to  the 
Senate  during  the  first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress, 
relative  to  tbe  infringements  of  our  neutral  trade,  to- 
gether with  the  resaiutiiiQB  of  the  Senate  predicated 
thereupon,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  White  laid  on  ibe  table  the  following 
motion: 

Raohed,  That  the  PrnideDt  of  the  United  Ststes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  so 
far  as  he  ma;  deem  consistent  with  the  public  Bsiety, 
the  reasons  that  have  induced  the  late  call  upon  tbe 
GoTerDOrs  of  the  respective  States,  to  have  their  quo- 
tas of  an  hundred  thousand  militia  draughted,  equipped, 
and  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  the 
aervicBS  on  which  it  is  apprehended  there  may  be  a 
necesailj  of  employing  them. 

Mr.  TnanaTOK  gave  notice  that  be  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reward 
Andrew  Joseph  Villard  for  an  invention  of  pub- 
tic  utility. 

Friday,  November  1^. 
Mr.  Thbuston,  agreeably  to  notice,  nsked  and 
obtained  leave  to  brtng  in  a  bill  to  reward  An- 
drew Joseph  Villard  for  an  invention  of  public 
.  utility ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senaie  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 


motion  made  yesterday  for  printing  the  memo- 
rials of  certain  merchants,  presented  during  the 
first  session  of  the  ninth  Congress ;  and  the  mo- 

tion  was  amended,  as  follows: 

jReeolved,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  tbe  me- 
morials of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  Salem,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  New  Haven,  and 
Newburyport,  which  were  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate during  the  firsi  session  of  tbe  ninth  Congress, 
relative  to  the  infringements  of  our  neutraJ  trade, 
together  with  the  resolutions  of  ihe  Senate  predi- 
cated thereupon,  be  printed  for  ibe  use  of  the 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  further  lo  amend  the 
motion  by  adding  the  following,  after  ibe  word 
"thereupon:"  ''and  also  of  the  memorials  present- 
ed to  Congress  in  the  year  1798,  by  sundry  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  in  opposition  toper- 
mission  being  granted  to  the  merchants  of  tbe 
United  Stales  10  arm  their  vessels:"  ii  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  negative.  Aad  the  original  motion, 
as  amended,  was  agreed  lo. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  motion  sub- 


for  calling  on  the  Governors  of  tbe  several  Slates 
for  their  quotas  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  be 

postponed. 

Monday,  November  21. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Represen  la  lives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  10  authorize  the  convey- 
ance of  certain  papers  and  documents  by  the  mail 
free  of  postage,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senaie. 

The  bill  lasst  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

ThePREaiDENTCummunicaled  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  ihe  Indiana  Territory, 
passed  October  26,  1808,  respecting  the  mode  of 
electing  ibe  Legislative  Council,  and  the  time  of 
tbeirconlinuance  in  office ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  10  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill  10  reward  Andrew  Joseph  Villard,  for 
an  invention  of  public  utility,  was  read  ihe  sec- 
ond lime. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

This  being  tbe  day  fixed  for  (he  discussion  of 
the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Hill- 

Raohed,  That  it  is  eipedient  that  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  shipa  and  vaaaels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  and  the 
several  acts  supplementar;  therelo,  be  repealed ;  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HiLLHonsE  opened  tbe  debate.  When  the 
reporter  entered  tbe  Senate  chamber,  Mr.  H.  bad 
been  speaking  for  a  few  minutes,  and  was  then 
discussing  tbe  effect  which  the  embargo  had  had 
upon  France,  and  the  iigbl  in  which  it  was  view- 
ed by  her  rulers.  He  alluded  to  the  declaration 
of  satisfaction  at  the  measure,  contained  in  a 
lale  French  ezpos£,and  made  many  obsetvaiions 
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tndiDKID  sho-w  ttimt  itw83  not  a  measure  or  hos- 
ablf  or  coercion,  as  applied  to  FrsDce. 

Ob  Eagland  it  had  htlle  or  no  effect.  Her  re- 
MUTces  vere  imtneDse.  If  deprived  of  a  supply 
of  pun  here,  she  coald  obtain  it  elsewhere.  The 
BailWT  Powers  were  at  war  with  France  and  at 
peace  aith  Bngland,  who  might  thence  obtaia 
wtMt  ia  anf  quaatii^  she  pleased.  Great  Brit- 
ain, ke  Mid,  irms  a  nation  with  the  whole  world 
Umber;  her  conimerce spreaii  orer  every  sea, 
iWike  had  access  to  almost  every  porl  aod  climp. 
CnU  America  expect  to  starve  this  naiioD  ?  It 
mabrce.  an  idle  farce.  As  to  her  Weit  lodia 
idaBis,they  raised  Indiaacoin;  all  their  sugar 
pliBtilioas  could  be  converted  iolo  corn-fields, 
VMlaDald  any  man  say  that  they  would  starve 
kcansetbey  coold  aol  get  superfioe  flour  ?  Was 
itii  a  necessary  of  life  without  which  they  could 
■ot  labsist  7  Oo  the  contrary,  a  great  proportion 
of  the  American  people  subsisted  on  it,  and  eri' 
joyrd  IS  good  beailh  as  if  they  ale  nothing  but 
ibefiDeitof  wheat  flour.  The  moment  people 
nadnfiood  that  they  coald  not  get  their  necessary 
sopplies  from  a  customary  suurce,  they  wonld 
look  oat  for  it  in  another  quarter,  and  ample  time 
had  been  given  to  them  to  make  arrangements  for 
ihispnipose.  A  man  of  the  fir!>l  respectability  in 
the  town  in  which  Mr.  H.  lived,  had  been  there 
daring  this  embargo,  under  (he  President's  per- 
missioo.  What  acconots  did  he  bring  1  Why, 
(bat  the  trade  in  corn  meal  and  live  catlle,  arli- 
ein  of  great  export  from  Connecticut,  and  com- 
priaing  not  only  the  product  of  that  State,  but  of 
■am  of  the  aeighboring  States,  would  be  entire- 
ly defeated  ;  that,  where  they  had  formerly  sent 
akmdrtd  bedheads  of  meal,  they  would  not  now 
Gb4  veal  for  ten  ;  and  that,  from  Sonth  America, 
vkere  cattle  had,  io  times  past,  been  killed  mere- 
ly for  their  hides  and  tallow,  cattle  in  abundance 
C«dd*be  procured.  Were  these  people  to  be 
sttrred  oat,  when  they  could  actually  purchase 
cheaper  now  from  other  places  than  they  had  form- 
«riy  iaat  from  usi  No;  the  only  consequence 
would  be.  and  that  tooseverely  felt,  that  we  should 
kxcoar  markets;  theembargo  thus  producing,  not 
■nlf  present  privation  and  injury,  but  permanent 
aixhief.  The  United  Slates  would  have  lost  the 
cttnce  of  obtaining  futore  supplies,  they  would 
Wf  lost  their  market,  and  ten  or  twenty  years 
«ndd  pUee  them  on  the  same  footing  as  before. 
lUt.H.  nid,  the  West  Indiana  would  have  learnt 
tAat  I'tcf  can  do  without  as ;  that  they  can  raise 
prorifiMs  cheaper  on  their  own  plantations  than 
we  can  lell  them  ;  and  knowing  lhii<,  they  would 
never  resort  to  us.  Though  we  might  retain  a 
(■n  of  this  commerce,  the  best  part  would  be  lost 
fotrver.  The  trade  would  not  be  worth  pursuing; 
tboo^h  this  might  answer  one  purpose  intended 
by  the  embargo,  and  which  was  ool  expressed. 

Having  considered  the  article  of  provisions  as 
inpoTtani  to  various  parts  of  the  Union,  Mr.  H. 
aid  he  would  now  tarn  to  another  article,  colloo. 
It  had  been  rery  triumphantly  said,  that  the  want 
of  thii  article  would  distress  the  manufacturers  of 
Great  Britain,  produce  a  clamor  amongst  them, 
aad  cooiMiDeDtly  accelerate  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 


ders in  Council.  Mr.  H.said  be  would  eiaraine 
this  a  little,  and  see  if  all  the  evil  consequences 
which  opened  on  him  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  embargo  law  were  not  litely  to  be  realized. 
He  had  hinted  at  some  of  them  at  that  time,  bat 
the  bill  bad  gone  through  the  Senate  like  a  flash 
of  lightning,  giving  no  time  for  examination; 
once,  twice,  and  a  third  time  in  one  day,  afioid- 
ing  no  time  for  the  developraent  of  all  its  conse- 
quences. This  article  of  cotton  was  used  not  only 
by  Britain  but  by  France  and  other  nations  oa 
the  Continent.  Cotton,  not  being  grown  in  Eu- 
rope, must  be  transported  by  watercarriage.  This 
being  the  case,  who  would  now  be  mustllkely  to 
be  supplied  with  it?  Not  the  Continental  Pow- 
ers who  have  so  little  commerce  afloat  nor  any 
neutrals  to  convey  it  to  them  ;  for  the  United 
States  were  the  only  neutral  which,  of  late,  traded 
with  France,  and  now  the  embargo  was  laid,  she 
had  no  chance  of  getting  it,  except  by  the  preca- 
rious captures  made  by  ber  privateers.  To  Great 
Britain,  then,  was  left  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  her  merchants  were  the  only  carriers. 
Would  not  these  carriers  supply  their  own  man- 
ufaciurers?  Would  they  suffer  cotton  logo  else- 
where, until  they  themselves  were  supplied? 
America  was  not  the  only  country  where  cotton 
was  raised;  for  he  had  seen  an  account  of  a 
whole  cargo  brought  into  Salem  from  the  Bast 
lndie;j,  and  thence  exported  to  Holland,  with  a 
good  pro6t.  Cotton  WHS  also  raised  in  Africa,  as 
well  as  elsewhere  ;  and  this  wary  nation,  Great 
Britain,  conceiving  that  the  United  Stales  might 
be  so  impolitic  as  to  keep  on  the  embargo,  had 
carried  whole  cargoes  of  the  best  cotton  seed  there 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  coiion  for  her  use. 
Great  Britain  bad  posses!:ions  in  every  climate  on 
the  ^lobe,  and  cotton  did  not,  like  the  sturdy  oak, 
require  forty  or  fifty  years  to  arrive  at  maturity  ; 
but,  if  planted,  would  produce  a  plentiful  supply 
in  H  year.  Thus,  then,  when  this  powerful  nation 
found  America  resorting  lo  such  means  to  coerce 
her,  she  had  taken  care  to  look  out  for  supplies  in 
Other  quarters;  and,  with  the  command  ofall  the 
cotton  on  the  globe  which  went  lo  market,  could 
we  expect  to  coerce  her  by  witliholding  ours? 
Mr.  H.  said  no  ;  all  the  inconvenience  wliich  she 
could  feel  from  our  measure  had  already  been 
borne;  and  Great  Britain  was  turniag  her  atten- 
tion to  every  part  of  the  globe  lo  obtain  those 
supplies  which  she  was  wont  to  get  from  us,  that 
she  might  not  be  reduced  to  the  liumiliating  con- 
dition of  makingconcession  to  induce  us  to  repeal 
our  own  law,  and  purchase  an  accommodation  by 
I  telling  us  that  we  had  a  weapon  which  we  could 
wield  to  her  annoyance.  Mr.  H.  wished  to  know 
of  gentlemen  if  we  had  not  experience  enough  to 
know  that  Great  Britain  was  not  to  be  threatened 
inio  compliance  by  a  rod  of  coercion?  Let  us 
examine  ourselves,  said  be,  for  if  we  trace  our 
geoealogy  we  shall  find  that  we  descend  from 
them  ;  were  they  to  use  us  in  this  manner,  is  there 
an  American  that  would  stoop  lo  them  7  I  hope 
not;  and  neither  will  that  nation,  from  which wc 
are  descended,  be  driven  from  their  position,  how- 
),  by  threats. 
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Thia  embargo,  ihererore,  ioncead  of  operatiog  on 
ihoBenaiions  which  bad  been  violating  ourrigbts, 
was  fraugbi  wlih  evila  and  priTatioDS  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stalet.  They  were  the  suffer- 
era.  And  have  we  adopted  the  moDtcisb  plan  of 
MOQTging  ourselves  fof  the  sins  of  others?  He 
hoped  Doi;  and  thai,  baviog  made  the  ezperimeai 
and  found  that  it  bad  Dot  produced  its  expected 
•fiVcE,  tbejr  would  abandon  ii  aa  a  measure  wbollf 
inefficient  as  to  the  objects  intended  b^  it,  and  as 
liBT>Dg  weakened  the  great  hold  which  we  bad 
on  Great  Britain,  from  ber  aapposed  dependence 
on  us  far  taw  malerisis. 

Some  genilemeQ  appeared  to  boild  up  ezpecta- 
Itons  of  tne  efficiency  of  [his  system  by  an  addi- 
tion to  it  of  a  Don- intercourse  law.  Mr.  H. 
treated  this  aa  a  futile  idea.  They  should,  how- 
ever examine  it  seriously,  and  not  like  children 
shut  their  eyes  to  danger.  Qreat  Britain  was  not 
the  only  manufacturing  naiion  io  Europe.  Ger- 
many, Holland,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
Italy,  manufactured  more  or  less,  and  most  of 
tbem  had  colonies,  the  exclusive  supply  of  whose 
iDBDuractures  ihey  bad  heretofore  reserved  to 
themselves.  While  we  had  enjoyed  thecatrying 
trade,  we  had  lupplied  the  deneieney  in  oaviga- 
tion  o(  those  nations ;  and  all  the  inconvenience 
fell  for  the  want  of  it  ceased  because  we  stepped 
in  and  aided  them.  This  trade  had  been  cut  up, 
and  perhaps  It  wa^  not  a  trade  which  the  energies 
of  the  naiion  should  be  embarked  in  defending. 
Who  was  there  now  to  supply  all  these  various 
colonies  that  used  to  be  supplieil  by  us?  None 
but  England,  tbe  sole  mistress  of  the  ocean. 
Whose  products,  then,  would  Great  Britain  carry'! 
Would  she  carry  products  of  other  nations  and  let 
her  own  manufacturers  starve?  No;  and  thia 
exclusion  from  the  colonies  of  other  manufactures, 
and  leavirts  her  merchants  the  sole  carriers  of  ibe 
world,  produced  a  greater  vent  for  her  maaufac- 
tures  than  the  whole  quantity  consumed  in  the 
United  States. 


her  manufactures  in  case  of  a  non-intercourse. 
H.  said  he  was  young  when  theoldnon-interconrse 
took  place,  but  he  remembered  it  well,  and  had 
then  his  ideas  on  ibe  subject.  The  British  army 
was  then  at  their  door,  burning  their  towns  and 
ravaging  tbe  country,  and  at  least  as  much  patri- 
otism eiisied  then  as  now;  but  British  fabrics 
were  received  and  consumed  to  almost  as  great 
an  extent  as  before  the  prohibition.  The  armies 
could  not  gel  fresh  provisioot  from  Europe,  but 
they  got  them  here  by  paying  higher  prices  *~ 
guineas  for  them  tban  was  paid  by  our  Qovei 
meni  in  ragged  continental  paper  money.  When 
tbe  country  was  in  want  of  clothing,  and  could 
gel  it  for  one-fourth  price  from  the  British,  what 
was  the  consequence  1  Why,  all  the  zealous  pat- 
riots—for this  work  of  tarring  and  feathering,  and 
meeting  in  mobs  to  destroy  their  neighbor's  prop- 
erty, because  he  could  noi  ihink  quite  aa  fast  as 
they  did,  which  seemed  to  be  coming  in  fashion 
DOW,  had  been  carried  on  then  with  great  zeal — 
these  patriots,  although  all  iatercouree  was  penal, 


carried  on  commerce  notwithstanding.  Supplies 
went  hence,  and  maaufactures  were  received  from 
Europe.  Now,  what  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
this  patriotism  1  A  gentleman  from  Vermoot 
had  told  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  that  the 
patriotism  of  Vermont  would  stop  all  exportation 
by  land,  without  the  assistance  of  the  law.  Hov 
had  it  turned  oull  Why,  patriotism,  cannon, 
militia,  and  all  had  not  stopped  it;  and  although 
the  field  pieces  might  have  stopped  it  on  taa 
Lakes,  they  were  absolutely  catting  new  roads  to 
carry  it  on  by  land.  And  yel  the  gentleman  had 
supposed  that  their  patriotism  would  effectually 
stop  it !  Now  Mr.  H.  wanted  to  know  bow  a  non- 
intercourse  law  was  to  be  executed  by  us  with  ■ 
coast  of  firieen  hundred  miles  open  to  Great  Brit- 
ain by  sea.  and  joining  her  by  land  T  Her  good* 
would  come  through  our  Courts  of  Admiralty  by 
the  means  of  friendly  captors;  they  would  btt 
brought  in,  condemned,  and  then  naturalized,  a* 
Irishmen  are  now  naturalized,  before  they  hava 
been  a  month  in  the  country. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  at  some  length  to  show  ths 
impracticability  of  enforcing  a  non-intercourse 

It  had  been  said  that  the  embargo  should  not 
be  raised,  because  there  was  no  commerce  that 
could  now  he  safely  pursued.  He  was  astonished 
that  gentlemen  should  introduce  this  argument, 
as  it  went  upon  the  ground  that  France  and  Eng- 
land could  mutually  arrest  our  commerce  wiin 
each  other.  If  this  were  really  the  fact,  mer- 
chants, who  were  so  nice  in  (heir  calculation^ 
would  not  risk  their  property.  The  insurance 
offices  were  perfect  thermometers  by  which  to 
calculate  the  degree  of  risk  in  any  commerce. 
They  always  made  their  calculations  on  the  aafe 
side,  and  it  would  be  found  that  no  property  waa 
more  sought  after  than  insurance  slock,  and  thia 
WHS  because  the  institutions  were  usually  con- 
ducted by  cautious  merchants.  A  few  haram- 
scarum  individual  merchants  might  engage  in 
hazardous  enterprises  and  lose  aU.  Such  men 
would  never  be  controlled  by  law  or  prudent  con- 
siderations. But  the  great  body  of  merchant* 
would  always  regulate  tbe  course  of  trade,  and 
there  was  no  need  of  an  embargo  to  save  them 
from  running  too  great  a  risk. 

How  had  they  done  in  times  past  7  Laws  had 
been  in  force  making  it  unlawful  to  trade  witk 
the  Spanish  possessions  in  South  America;  but 
we  bad  nevertheless  carried  on  a  profitable  trade 
there,  and  not  all  the  vigilance  of  Spain  could 

Erevent  it.  Now  and  then  a  few  of  our  citizens 
ad  been  caught  and  imprisoned,  but  that  had  not 
stopped  our  trade;  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of 
France  and  England  iiombined  to  do  it.  On  this 
subject,  Mr.  H.  said,  Keutlemen  took  for  granted 
what  was  not  true.  France  had  issued  her  de- 
cree, saying  that  no  vessel  should  navigate  to 
England  or  her  dependencies.  What  had  been 
the  consequence  of  this  decree  7  It  had  not  raised 
insurance  five  per  centum.  Had  there  been  no 
good  reason  for  thisl  Yes;  it  waa  well  known 
that  tbe  whole  combined  navy  of  France  was  not 
able  to  meet  a  British  fleet  on  the  ocean.    Ttie 
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Frcvck  shipsQfwar,  therefore,  could  never  go  out 
bat  by  Ktealtfa,  and  could  uoi  spread  over  the 
oeMd  so  as  to  endanger  our  commerce.  lusur- 
inee  twd  tbercFore  been  rary  litlU  affecled ;  and 
was  it  worth  while  to  abandon  trade  with  Eng- 
laad  altogether  because  Prance  Mid  we  must  not 
earrj  ii  on  ?  This  was  rcTCDgiag  ourselves  upon 
them  aith  a.  witae» !  After  (he  embargo  had 
teetliid — for,  at  that  time,  he  affirmed  ihef  had 
MiMwIedge  of  tha  British  ordera — some  oews- 
wtt tpecuuitious  on  the  subject  had  appeared, 
M  ihe  ordets  were  uot  officiallv  commuDicaied 
if  the  President  till  the  4th  of  February  ensu- 
iai— what  said  Eaglaadl  You  eball  not  trade 
ta  Fraace,  said  she.  Englaud  had  it  in  her  power 
to  eaforce  b«r  decree,  and  the  insurance  rising 
pr^ortioDablr,  the  merchant  had  it  in  his  power 
way  wk«lltR'  his  probable  profits  would  justify 
bisaeadiag  a  carat)  lo  France  under  so  great  an 
iaMnaee.  But  he  asked  a  question  now  as  to 
oar  interest  simply,  excluding  other  forcible  con- 
tideratioD* — irhea  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
France  to  enforce  her  decrees,  and  it  was  In  the 
power  of  Bagiaud  to  enforce  her  orders  in  a  very 
peat  extent,  ^roald  it  have  l>een  good  policy  to 
iBvolTe  oarselves  in  a  maritime  war  with  Eng- 
land, who  had  overcome  all  the  combined  fleets 
of  Earnpegfor  the  sake  of  defending  our  trade 
with  Fnneel  If  any  trade  cost  more  than  it  was 
worth,  Mr.  H.  aaid  it  was  our  interest  to  abandon 
iL  But  there  was  soother  danger  attendant  on 
oar  trade  to  France,  and  which  had  ever  attended 


iin decree. the  Frt^och  had  thought  proper  to  burn 
MT  vcaels;  aod  though  it  had  been  said  that  the 
BerliD  decree  had  never  beeu  applied  lo  as  before 
the  case  of  the  Horizon,  jet  vessels  had  been 
fcqontered  in  February,  1807,sold,and  the  money 
tMained,  ai>d  would  probably  never  be  restored. 
This  sequestration  bad  been  practised  in  the 
Fteoch  port*  more  or  less  since  the  commence' 
meat  of  the  Revolution,  and  we  had  never  got 
«M  dollar  as  compensation.  To  be  sure,  io  the 
Ttcaty  of  LouiKiana,  we  bad  been  allowed  to  pay 
mtuej  to  onr  own  citizens,  but  it  had  never  come 
MLOt  Freneb  cofiers.  Was  it  worth  our  while 
iBcigage  in  a  tnaritime  war  with  England  to 
«(^a  trade  with  France?  Mr.  H.  Miid  no) 
on  iii(t«st  tronld  not  have  warranted  it.  For. 
Botwhiianding  all  that  France  could  do.  at 


n'sk  d  five  i 


night  have  had  a  trade 


wiifi  (ht  British  islands,  Sweden,  Portugal,  the 
East  Mies,  the  British  West  India  islands,  and 
othweoBniries — a  profitable  trade,  loo.  But  gen- 
tlenen  nid,  would  they  submit  to  pay  Irihote  to 
Gmi  Britain?  No.  This  irihuie  was  but  a 
■Bete  name.  They  must  pay  tribute  for  going 
from  England  to  France,  where  they  would  be 
captand  as  a  matter  of  course,  because  they  had 
taaehed  English  groand.  It  was  a  tribute  to  be 
paid  in  a  case  which  would  never  happen — a 
BCK  unllitf.  BdI,  said  gentlemen,  there  are 
Aserican  vettels  which  bare  gone  to  England, 
ibe«BbarganotwiihBtanding,and  thence  to  various 
ports  of  tSs  CoBtineat,  by  the  aid  of  false  papers. 


doing  this?  AH  this  smuggling 
work,  where  it  was  not  under  the  sanction  of 
laws  of  the  United  States,  reflected  no  disgrace 
on  the  honor  of  the  nation,  which  was  not  r«- 
sponsible  for  it. 

If  there  were  nothing  that  would  commit  the 
honor  of  the  nation  in  the  way  of  it,  Mr.  H.  said 
it  would  be  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  abandon 
its  commerce  with  France,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  risk  in  carrying  it  on,  but  on  account  of 
the  risk  after  it  gets  into  pon.  Mr.  Armstrong 
said — but  he  would  not  allude  to  him,  for  fear  he 
might  tread  on  confidential  ground  ;  however,  ac- 
counts had  been  received  from  our  Consuls  and 
merchants,  that  whenever  it  suited  the  cooreni- 
ence  of  the  French  nation  to  lay  their  bands  on 
American  property,  they  had  done  it ;  and,  there- 
fore, our  trade  to  that  country  was  on  a  very  in* 
secure  fooling  indeed. 

But,  said  gentlemen,  if  they  allowed  out  vei* 
sets  to  trade  to  England  and  not  to  France,  it  was 
a  submission  to  her  orders,  and  a  resignation  of 
OUT  independence  i  therefore,  the  embugo  most 
he  maintained  to  keep  on  equal  ground.  I  could 
never  see,  observed  Mr.  H..  how  the  embargo  was 
the  means  of  preserving  the  honor  of  the  nation. 
These  nations  say  we  anall  uot  trade;  and,  there- 
fore,  by  an  embargo,  we  destroy  out  commerce. 
This  is  magnanimous,  indeed.  It  is  a  new  way 
of  preserving  commerce ;  because  foreisn  nations 
say  we  shall  not  follow  it,  we  say  we  will  abandon 
it.  Do  we  not  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
these  nations  completely ;  more  than  comply,  for 
we  surrender  all  commerce.  It  is  the  most  tame 
surrender  of  our  rights. 

But,  said  gentlemen,  we  must  have  embargo  or 
war.  This,  Mr.  H.  said,  bad  been  urged  in  pub- 
lic debate,  in  the  newspapers,  and  almost  all  eom- 
municHtions  they  had  received.  For  his  part  he 
could  not  see  how  a  repeal  of  the  embargo  was  to 
involve  us  in  war,  except  it  were,  as  was  said  last 
winter,  that  Bonaparte  would  have  no  neutrals; 
and,  therefore,  if  we  did  not  continue  the  em- 
bargo, be  would  declare  war  against  us.  Was 
this  a  ground  on  which  to  surrender  commerce, 
and  sabject  all  our  citizens  to  inconvenience  be- 
cause he  would  otherwise  declare  war?  What 
could  be  do  than  he  bad  done?  What  more 


that 


Id  do  no  more.  Why,  then,  should  they 
be  terriSed  thus  7  If  war  came  thus,  let  it  come. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  was  not  for  declaring  war  against 
any  nation,  but  he  was  for  authorizing  the  arm- 
ing our  commerce,  for  authorizing  cur  merchants 
to  defend  those  maritime  lights  wnich  were  clear 
and  indisputable  ;  and  this  would  not  be  war,  for 
no  nation,  not  predetermined  to  make  war,  would 
make  war  upon  us  for  defending  our  maritime 
rights.  I  should  not,  said  be,  he  willing  to  go  to 
war  for  doubtful  rights,  as  that  of  the  carrying 
trade  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colo- 
nies ;  hut  our  indisputable  neutral  rights  I  am  for 
defending,  not  abandoning. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  thought  when  the  embargo  was 
laid,  though,  perhaps,  be  bad  been  singular  in  the 
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opiniun,  that  il  was  ioleaded  as  a  permanent 
measure;  that  the  real  object  was  not  what  had 
been  expressed  in  the  Message,  but  to  put  down 
ComiDeree  and  set  up  maQufactuies;  to  canyert 
all  our  commeicial  capital  inio  manufactures, 
and  all  our  commercial  men  into  mauufaclurers ; 
and  many  hoaegt  politicians  bad  ihougbt  it  would 
be  H  practicable,  and  useful,  and  beneficial  plan, 
though  ibe  coDtrary  bad  ever  been  his  opinion. 
In  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  Mr.  H.  said,  when 
they  lookEd  over  ofScial  and  utber  publications 
which  bote  the  stamp  of  auibority.  or  were  con- 
sidered as  being  approved  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  country,  they  were  told  that  tbe 
agriculturist  and  manufacturer  should  be  planted 
side  by  side,  and  that  tbey  sbould  sit  at  their  own 
doors,  clothed  in  their  own  manufactures  of  those 
articles  which  tbey  had  before  received  from 
others.  These  ideas  could  never  be  realized  but 
by  abandoning  commerce. 

Mr.  H.  here  went  at  some  length  into  a  discus- 
*ion  on  tbe  subject  of  manufactures,  using  argu- 
ments lending  to  demonsirate  that  large  manu- 
factories are  as  unsuitable  to  the  genius  of  a  free 
people  as  to  the  peculiar  habits  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

M.  H.  sBid*no  man  was  more  desirous  to  obey 
the  laws  of  his  country  than  he  was;  but  in  a 
free  country  laws  could  not  be  forced  down. 
Either  by  force,  or  in  some  other  way,  the  people 
would  get  rid  of  a  disagreeable  law.  Tbey  al- 
ways had  and  always  would  doit.  Therefore, 
attempting  this  system  was  prostrating  the  die- 
aity  of  the  Qovernment  and  teaching  the  people 
to  trample  on  tbe  constituted  authorities.  He 
wished  to  see  the  magistracy  of  a  free  country 
omnipotent  in  its  laws  ;  but  if,  by  projects  of  this 
kind,  the  people  were  driven  to  apposition,  they 
would  not  conGne  themselves  to  tbe  Constitu- 
tional remedy,  but  feeling  their  power,  would  ex- 
ercise it  with  violence.  Therefore,  when  a  meas- 
ure was  found  not  to  operate  right,  tbey  should 
retreat,  and  they  might  do  it  too  with  a  good 
grace,  for  it  would  be  for  the  honor  of  the  nation 
that  they  should  retrace  their  steps. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  imagined  some  ulterior  steps 
might  be  proper  if  the  embargo  were  raised  ;  but, 
on  conversing  with  members,  he  bad  (bund  so 
many  different  opinions  to  prevail,  that  he  had 
not  coupled  anyihing  with  ibis.  When  the  em- 
bargo sbould  have  been  done  away,  no  doubt  the 
councils  of  tbe  nation  would  come  to  some  result 
Kod  adopt  some  measure  which  would  take  its 

tiace.  For  all  these  reasons,  Mr.  H.  concluded 
y  saying  that  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  bis 
le^oluiion  should  be  adopted,  ana  the  embargo 
repealed. 

Mr.  Braplby  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  till  lo-mor- 
row.  A  committee  bad  been  appointed  by  the 
House  on  this  subject,  and  the  present  agitation 
of  the  subject  must  paralyze  the  proceedings  of 
(be  committee,  if  not  operate  against  its  total  dis- 
solution. 

Mr.  HiLLHODSE  said  he  had  no  objection  that 
the  subject  bhoufd  be  postponed  till  to-motrow, 


but  the  reason  tbe  gentleman  had  given  for  it  was 
a  very  extraordinary  one,  for  when  an  objection 
had  been  made  to  the  appointmeot  of  this  com- 
mittee il  had  been  answered  that  its  appoiatment 
would  not  at  all  interfere  with  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  res- 
olution; upon  which  ground  no  opposition  h«d 
been  made  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee. 
Mr.  Pope  said  it  had  been  his  opinion  this 
morning  that  this  resolution  should  have  been  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  but  after  what  bad  been 
said,  it  was  his  wish  that  some  commercial  gen- 
tleman, whose  kaonledge  of  commercial  subjects 
would  enable  him  to  explore  the  wide  Geld  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  would  bave 
answered  him.  He  had  hoped,  at  this  sessiott, 
a^er  tbe  Presidential  election  was  decided,  that 
all  would  have  dismounted  from  their  politic*! 
hobbies,  that  they  would  have  been  ell  Federal- 
ists,all  Republicans, all  Americatis.  When  the^ 
saw  the  ocean  swarming  with  pirates,  and  com- 
merce almost  annihilated,  he  bad  hoped  that  the 
demon  of  parly  spirit  would  not  have  reared  its 
bead  within  these  walls,  but  that  they  would  all 
bave  mineled  opinions  and  consulted  tne  common 
good.  He  had  heretofore  been  ofYeti  charmed 
with  tbe  matter-of-fact  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut ;'  but  on  this  day  the  gen- 
tleman bad  resorted  to  arguments  from  newspa- 
pers, and  revived  all  the  old  story  of  French  in- 
Uuence,  in  the  same  breath  in  which  he  begged 
them  to  discard  all  party  feelings  and  discuss 
with  candor.  The  gentleman  had  gone  into  a 
wide  field,  which  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  now 
explore,  but  begged  lime  till  to-motrow,  when  be 
would  endeavor  to  show  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
world  that  the  arguments  used  by  the  gentleman 
in  favor  of  his  resolution  were  most  weisbtv 
uainsi  it.  If  patriotism  had  departed  tbe  Jand, 
if  tbe  streams  of  foreign  corruption  had  flowed  so 
far  that  the  people  were  ready  to  rise  in  opposi- 
tion to  their  Oovernment,  it  was  indeed  time  that 
foreign  intercourse  should  cease.  If  the  spirit  of 
1776  were  no  more— if  the  spirit  of  commercial 
speculation  had  surmounted  all  patriotism — if 
this  was  the  melancholy  situation  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  time  to  redeem  the  people  from  this 
degeneracy,  to  r^eneraie  them,  to  cause  them  to 
be  born  again  of  the  spirit  of  1776.  But  be  be- 
lieved be  should  be  able  to  show  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  baidly 
merited  the  respect  or  serious  consideration  of 
this  honorable  body.  Mr. P.  said  he  had  expected 
that  in  advocating  his  resolution  the  gentleman 
would  have  told  the  Senate  that  we  sbould  go  to 
war  with  Great  -  Britain  and  France;  that  he 
would  have  risen  with  patriotic  indignation  and 

his  surprise,  tbe  f^entleman  had  risen,  and  with 
tbe  utmost  xatig-  jroid  told  them,  let  your  ships 
go  out,  all's  well,  and  nothing  is  to  be  appre- 
hended. Mr.  P.  said  he  would  not  go  into  the 
subject  at  ibis  moment ;  he  had  but  risen  to  ex- 
press bis  feelings  on  the  occasion.  He  wished 
the  subject  postponed,  the  more  because  hewished 
to  consult  a  document  just  laid  on  their  table,  to 
see  how  the  memorials  presented  a  short  time  ago 
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front  tbo^e  whose  cause  tbe  geatlemaD  from  Cod- 
BMlicnt  Dnilenook  to  advocate,  accorded  wilh  tbe 
-vBtimeais  he  had  this  day  expressed  for  tbem. 

Mi-HiLLHOOBEsaid  he  should  have  been  mach 
grstified  if  ihe  genlleman  from  Keotucbf  had 
caafined  his  remarks  to  argu  meat,  with  out  making 
*  pmonal  atiack  on  him.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
amigDoino  party, charged  Donewiib  pariyviews 
oTMrrapIion.      He  eoQld  not  see  where  ihe  gea- 

tkaui  fonud   ^ouod   for   persoaaliijr;   for  Mr. 

H.atd  henererdiduseit  himself,  aor  ever  would. 

]fi.  Llotd  said  as  it  was  an  exceedingly  in- 
.ifcsiiiig  Eobject,  and  had  been  ten  days  before 
ike  House,  and  put  off  with  as  much  civility  as 
posnUe  lo  ae  com  mod  ate  genitemen,  tie  wished 
■hit  the  subject  might  progress  in  regular  discaa- 
sioB,  BDl  expecting,  however,  that  it  would  be  de- 
cided to-day  or  lomotronr. 

Mr.  3.  Smith  said  that  if  the  houorable  een- 
deman  last  up  bad  a  design  to  give  a  view  ofthe 
tabject  such  as  it  deserved,  he  should  be  glad  to 
bear  blm.  The  gentleman  was  capable  ofgiviiig 
a  coneci  Tiew  of  the  snbjeei,  and  perhaps  had 
prepared  his  miitd  on  it.  Mr.  S.  confessed  his 
own  ae^ij^ence  in  not  being  prepared ;  but  if  the 
gcatlcBiaa  from  Massachuieiis  would  give  a  com- 
mereial  view  of  the  subject,  he  hoped  the  genlle- 
maa  ftom  Vermont  would  withdraw  bis  motion. 
Mr.  Llotd  said  this  was  so  interesting  a  sub- 
ieci  that  be  could  not  be  silent  on  it.  Whether 
be  shoold  give  that  chaste  view  of  the  ssubject  of 
which  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  ca- 
pable, he  could  not  say.  If  the  Senate  would  in- 
dulge him,  however,  he  would  express  those  ideas 
which  immediately  occurred  to  Jiim  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Bradley  withdrew  his  motion  for  post- 
poBemrnt. 

Mr.  Llotd  said  he  considered  the  quesiion  now 
ander  discussion  as  one  of  the  most  important  that 
bai  occurred  since  the  adoplioa  of  the  Federal 
CoflslilaiioD.  It  is  a  subject,  said  Mr.  L.,  deeply 
iaiptieating',  and  perhaps  determining,  the  fate  of 
ihe  commerce  and  navigation  of  our  country ;  a 
eenmcfCF  which  has  afforded  employment  for 

Msdy  a  million  and  a  half  of  tons  of  navigBtion; 

vliieh  has  found  occupation  for  hundreds  of  thou- 

andiofour   citizens  j  which  has  spread  wealth 

fi  prasperitT  in  every  region  of  our  coontiy, 

sidvhich  has  upheld  the  Government  by  fur- 

□i^kng  the  revenue  for  its  support. 

A  cnnmeree  which  fans  v>c'''c^  an  annual 
■mount  of  exports  exceeding  one  hundred  mil- 
Itonsof  dollars  ;  an  amount  ot  exports  three  times 
as  great  as  'was  ^ssessed  by  the  first  raaritime  and 
commercial  nation  of  the  world  at  the  commence- 
ment of  tbe  last  century,  when  her  population 
was  doable  that  of  the  United  States  at  this  time ; 
■D  amotiQi  of  exports  equal  to  wriat  Great  Brit- 
ain, with  her  navy  of  a  thousand  ships,  and  with 
all  her  boasted  manufactures,  possessed  even  at 
so  recent  a  period  as  within  about  fifteen  years 
from  Ibis  date :  surely  this  is  a  commerce  not  to 
be  trifled  with ;  a  commerce  not  lightly  to  be  of- 
fered up  as  the  victim  of  fruitless  experiment. 

OnreomineTGehas  unqaestioDahlyDeeu  subject 


to  great  embarrassment,  vexation,  and  plunder, 
from  the  belligerents  of  Europe.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  both  France  and  Great  Britain  have 
violated  the  laws  of  nations,  and  immolated  the 
rights  of  neutrals ;  but  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
striking  difference  in  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
nations ;  tbe  one,  insti^ted  by  a  lawless  thirst  of 
universal  domination,  is  seeking  to  extend  an  iron- 
handed,  merciless  despotism  over  every  region  of 
the  globe;  while  the  other  is  fighting  for  her  no- 
taU  toUtm.  for  the  preservation  of  her  liberties, 
Rod  probably  for  her  very  existence. 

The  one  professes  to  reluct  at  tbe  incoDTeni- 
ence  she  occasions  you  by  the  adoption  of  meas- 
ures, which  are  declared  to  be  intended  merely 
as  measures  of  retaliation  on  her  enemies,  and 
which  she  avows  she  will  retract,  as  soon  as  the 
causes  which  occasion  them  are  withdrawn.  The 
other,  in  addition  to  depredation  and  conflagra- 
tion, treats  you  with  tbe  utmost  contumely  and 
disdain;  sheadmitsnot  that  you  possess  tbe  rights 
of  sovereignty  and  independence,  but  undertakes 
to  legislate  for  you,  and  declares  that^  whether 
you  are  willing  or  tinwilling,  she  considers  you 
as  at  war  with  her  enemy :  that  she  had  arrested 
your  property,  and  would  hold  it  as  bail  for  your 
obedience,  until  she  knew  whether  von  would  aer- 
vilely  echo  submission  to  her  maaaalei. 

There  is  do  doubt  that  the  conduct  of  these 
belligerents  gave  rise  to  the  embargo;  but  if  this 
measure  has  been  proved  by  experience  to  be  in- 
operative as  it  regards  them,  and  destructive  only 
as  it  respects  ourselves,  then  every  dictate  of  mag- 
nanimity, of  wisdom,  and  of  prudence,  should  urge 
the  immediate  repeal  of  it. 

The  propriety  of  doing  this  is  now  under  dia- 
CQSsion.  The  proposition  is  a  naked  one ;  it  is 
unconnected  with  ulterior  measures ;  and  gentle- 
men who  vote  for  its  repeal  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  averse  from,  and  they  are  not  opposed 
to,  the  subsequent  adoption  of  such  other  meas- 
ures as  the  honor  and  tne  interest  of  the  country 
may  require. 

Id  considering  this  subject,  it  naturally  present* 
itself  under  three  distinct  heads: 

Isi.  As  it  respects  the  security  which  it  gave 
to  our  navigation,  and  the  protection  it  offered  our 
seamen,  which  were  the  ostensible  objects  of  ila 

2dly.  In  reference  to  its  effect  on  other  nations, 
meaning  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  coercing 
them  to  adopt  a  more  just  and  honorable  course 
of  policy  towards  us:  and, 

3dly.  As  it  regards  the  effects  which  it  has  pro- 
duced and  will  produce  among  ourselves. 

In  thus  considering  it,  sir,  f  shall  only  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  first  bead.  I  have  no  desire 
to  indulge  in  retrospections;  the  measure  was 
adopted  by  the  Government;  if  evil  has  flowed 
from  it,  that  evil  cannot  now  be  recalled.  If 
events  have  proved  it  to  be  a  wise  and  beneficial 
measure,  I  am  willing  that  those  to  whom  it  owes 
its  parentage  should  receive  all  the  honors  that 
are  due  to  tnem ;  but  if  security  to  our  navigation, 
and  protection  lo  our  seamen,  were  the  real  ob- 
jects of  the  embargo,  then  it  has  already  answer- 
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«d  all  the  efiTecIs  thai  can  be  expected  Ciom  it.  In 
fact,  its  longEf  coDlinuance  will  eflecmally  coun- 
teract the  objects  of  i(»  adoption ;  for  it  is  notari- 
ous,  thai  eaca  day  lesaens  the  number  of  our  sea- 
meD,  by  their  emigraiiou  to  foteigo  countries,  in 
quest  of  that  employ  meat  and  subsisieace  which 
they  have  been  accuelomed  to  find,  but  can  no 
longer  procure,  at  home;  end  as  it  re^rda  our 
navigation,  considered  as  part  of  the  national  pro- 
perty, it  is  not  perhaps  very  material  vhether  it 
IS  uiuk  io  the  ocean,  or  whether  it  is  destined  to 
become  worthies!  from  lying  and  lotting  at  our 
Whatres.  In  either  case,  destruction  is  equally 
certain,  ilis  death;  and  the  only  difierence  seetDs 
lo  be,  between  death  bj  a  amp  de  grace,  or  death 
after  hariug  sustained  the  long  protracted  tor- 
meals  of  torture. 

What  effect  has  this  measure  produced  on  for- 
eign nations  ?  What  effect  has  it  produced  on 
Fiance  1 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
bas  told  yoii,  and  told  you  truly,  in  an  eiposd  pre- 
sented by  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
to  the  Bmperor,  that  this  measure  is  much  ap- 
plauded r  it  is  called  a  magnnniinous  measure  of 
the  Americans !  And  in  &  conTersaiion  which  is 
•tated  to  have  passed  recently  at  Bayonne,  be- 
tween the  Emperor  of  Prance  and  an  American 
Snileraan,  it  is  said,  a.nd  I  believe  correctly,  that 
t  Emperor  expressed  his  approbation  of  the  em- 
bargo. I  have  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  fact ;  the 
measure  is  too  consentaneous  with  his  system  of 
policy,  not  to  be  approbated  by  him.  So  long  as 
tbe  extreme  miritime  prepooderancy  of  Great 
Britain  shall  continue,  with  or  without  the  exist- 
ence of  an  American  embargo,  or  with,  or  with- 
out tbe  British  Orders  in  CouDcil,  France  caji 
-enjoy  but  very  little  foreign  commi^rce,  and  that 
little,  the  Emperor  of  France  would  undoubtedly 
be  willing  to  xacrifice,  provided  that,  by  so  doing, 
he  could  insure  the  destruction  of  a  much  larger, 
and  more  valuable  amount  of  British  and  Amer- 
ican commerce. 

It  ii  therefore  apparent,  that  this  measure,  con- 
aidered  as  a  coercive  measure  against  France,  is 
UDsatory  in  the  extreme. 

What,  air,  are,  or  have  been  its  effects  on  Great 
Britain  1 

When  the  embargo  was  first  laid  the  nation 
were  alarmed.  Engaged:in  a  very  extended  and 
■mportaat  commerce  with  this  country,  prosecut- 
ed upon  the  most  liberal  and  confidential  terms. 
this  measure,  whether  considered  as  an  act  ot 
bcKtility,  OT  as  a  mere  municipal  restrictive  regu- 
lation, could  not  but  excite  apprehenaton ;  for 
most  of  her  writers,  in  relation  to  her  colonies, 
had  impressed  the  belief  of  the  dependence  of  the 
West  India  settlements  on  the  United  Stales  for 
(he  means  of  subsistence.  Aecordingl),  for  seve- 
ral months  after  ihe  imposition  of  the  embargo, 
we  find  it  remained  an  object  of  solicitude  with 
them,  nor  have  I  any  doubt  that  ihe  Ministry,  at 
that  lime,  partook  or  tbe  national  feeling;  for  it 
appears,  so  lale  as  June,  that  such  a  disposition 
existed  with  tbe  British  Ministry,  as  induced  our 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  Loadoa  to  eatertain  the 


belief,  and  to  make  known  lo  his  Government  the 
expeetatfoQ  he  entertained,  that  an  adjustment 
would  take  place  of  the  differences  belween  this 
country  and  Great  Briiaia. 

But,  sir,  the  apprehensions  of  the  British  nation 
and  Ministry  gradually  became  weaker  ;  tbe  em- 
bargo had  been  submitted  lo  the  never  errioe  lest 
of  experience,  and  information  of  its  real  electa 
flowed  in  from  every  quarter. 

It  was  found  that,  instead  of  reducing  the  West 
Indies  by  famine,  the  planters  in  the  West  Indies, 
by  varying  Ifaeir  process  of  agriculture,  and  ap- 
propriating a  small  part  of  their  plantations  tot 
tbe  raising  of  ground  provisions,  were  enabled, 
without  materially  diminlBhing  their  usual  crops 
of  produce,  in  a  great  measure,  lo  depend  upon 
themselves  for  their  own  means  of  subsistence. 

Tbe  British  Ministry  also  became  acquainted 
about  this  time  (June)  with  tbe  uoezpecied  and 
unexampled  prosperity  of  their  colonies  of  Cana- 
da and  Nova  Scotia.  It  was  perceived  that  one 
year  of  an  American  embargo  was  worth  to  them 
twenty  years  of  peace  or  war  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances ;  that  the  usual  order  of  things  was 
reversed;  that  in  lieu  of  American  merchants 
making  estates  from  the  use  of  British  merchan- 
dise and  British  capital,  the  Canadian  merchants 
were  making  fortunes,  of  from  ten  to  thirty  or 
forty  thousand  pounds  in  a  year,  from  [he  use  of 
American  merchandise  and  American  capital: 
for  it  is  notorious,  ihat  great  supplies  of  lumber. 
and  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  have  been  transported 
from  the  American  to  the  British  side  of  the 
Lakes;  this  merchandise,  for  want  of  competi- 
tion, the  Oanadian  merchant  bought  at  a  very 
reasonable  rate,  sent  it  lo  his  correspondents  ia 
England,  and  drew  exchange  against  the  ship- 
ments; the  bills  for  which  exchange  he  sold  to 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  for  specie, 
transported  by  wagon  loads  at  noon-day,  from  the 
banks  in  Ihe  United  Slates,  over  the  borders  into 
Canada.  And  thus  was  the  Canadian  merchant 
enabled,  with  the  assistance  only  of  a  good  credit. 
to  carry  on  an  immensely  extended  and  heneficiai 
commerce,  without  the  necessary  employment, 
on  bis  part,  of  a  single  cent  of  his  own  capital. 

About  this  lime,  also,  the  revolution  in  Spain 
developed  itself.  The  British  Ministry  foresaw 
the  advamage  this  would  be  of  to  them,  and  im- 
mediately formed  a  coalition  with  tbe  patriots  :  by 
doing  this,  they  secured  la  themselves,  in  despite 
of  their  enemies,  an  accessible  channel  of  com- 
munication with  the  Continent.  They  must  also 
have  been  convinced,  that  if  the  Spaniards  did 
not  succeed  in  Europe,  the  Colonies  would  de- 
clare themselves  independent  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  rely  on  the  maritime  force  of  Great  Brit- 
ain for  their  proieclion,  and  thus  would  they  have 
opened  to  ihem  an  incalculably  adyaotageous 
mart  for  their  commerce  and  manufactures  ;  for, 
having  joined  the  Spaniards  without  stipulation, 
they  undoubtedly  expected  to  reap  their  reward 
in  Ihe  exclusive  commercial  privileges  that  would 
be  accorded  lo  Ihem;  nor  were  they  desirous  to 
seek  compelilors  for  the  favor  of  tbe  Spaniards  : 
if  they  could  keep  the  navigation,  the  enierptise, 
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aad  the  capiial  of  Ihe  Uoited  States  from  an  in- 
mference  with  ttiem,  it  was  their  interest  lo  do 
ii.  ■□(]  tbef  would,  from  this  circumstaoce,  prob- 
ably, coDsider  a  one,  two,  or  three  years'  conlin- 
nace  of  (he  embargo  aa  a  boon  to  them. 

It  li, ihererore,  nir,  andoubied,  inmy  mind,  that 
the  enlargo,  as  it  respects  Englaad  ss  well  as 
PnncLis  inefficacious. 

B«i,iir,  are  there  ye(  other  channels  through 
whie^  we  can  operate  upoik  Great  Britain,  by 
uiiMi  iif  this  measure?  It  may  possibly  be  said 
till  iiHurbances  amotiK  the  manufacturers  in 
£^nd  yet  exist,  and  that  they  are  only  quieted 
iiirthe  moment-  Sir,  as  long  as  I  remember  to 
bare  htard  of  the  British  aatioo,  1  have  beard  of 
caiaDlu  amoDg  her  manufacturers,  although  I 
hare  nsTer  kaown  auy  serious  result  from  them ; 
bat  every  petty  squabble  between  a  mattufacturer 
nd  hi*  workmea,  is,  by  the  niBgi<:  of  some  gen- 
ilemen's  ■msgiDati.oa,  converted  into  an  alarmiog 
insorreciiDa,  ntenacing  the  prostratiou  of  her 
Gorerament.  Suppose,  tir,  by  abstaining  from 
the  receipt  of  British  manufactures,  you  make 
baakrnpis  of  one  hundred  of  her  wealthiest  man- 
ufaeiarers  i  what  in  produced  by  this'?  Within 
twelve  months  you  have  witnessed  nearly  as  many 
baoltraptcies  in  one  of  your  own  cities,  and  yet 
tbu  eiti  ictaina  its  usual  credit  and  reputation 
for  wealth.  Bat,  to  extend  this  argument  fur- 
iker,  suppose,  from  the  cautes  before  mentioned, 
pOBBM'efaaakruptsDffive  hundred  of  the  wealch- 
icM  of  bet  loanufacturers,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence you  deprive  of  employment  fifty  ihousarid 
of  their  workmen;  what  is  the  effect  produced 
by  this  1  What  has  became  of  the  manufacturers 
dPrmnetl  These  men  will  not  starve;  they 
will  DM  become  noneutities  ;  in  time  of  war  they 
have  «  certain  asylum  ;  they  will  be  absorbed  in 
her  army  or  navy ;  and  thus  you  lake^fifty  thou- 
nad  of  the  most  turbulent  of  her  citizens,  who 
■re  is  cofiiitant  opposition  to  the  Government, 
from  ander  the  canlrol  of  a  lax  civil  authority, 
aad  by  placing  them  under  the  coercion  of  an  ef- 
fici^i  military  discipline,  you  add  in  reality  to 
the  strength  of  the  nation,  and  give  to  her  the 
■einsof  extending  and  retaining  her  maritime 
lunioioa :  this  sorely  is  not  desirable. 
Bone  gentlemen  may  say,  that  the  fear  of  fam- 
iMBio  effect  what  an  insurrection  among  her 
flnaabelDrers  will  not  accomplish.  Of  all  idle 
eipctauoas,  this  is  the  most  idle.  It  is  well 
knowiiJtat  the  harvest  in  Bagland  is  got  in  dur- 
ing itae  nmth  of  August,  and  the  early  part  of 
Sepinabet:  I  have  before  me,  sir,  a  price  currec' 
of  the  20ih  of  September,  from  which  it  appeai 
that  AmericmD  fiour,  subject  to  the  payment  ( 
b«ighi,  insttrance,  commission,  and  otner  charges, 
vassetlin;  iii  Liverpool  at  forty-seven  shillings 
stnUag  the  barrel. 

Another  fact  will,  perhaps,  give  gentle 
iMiK  infarmation  on  this  subject.  Owing  to  the 
iaierdictton  of  the  trade  to  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope, sBgars,  during  the  last  Winter,  from  the 
Weil  loaies,  bad  so  greatly  accumulated  in  Eng- 
land, as  to  render  them  unsaleable  in  any  consid- 
erable quantity :  this  gieaily  incommoded  the 
10th  Gov.  2d  Ssss.— 8 


West  India  interest ;  they  petitioned  Parliament 
for  a  prohibition  uf  ihe  use  of  grain  in  the  distil- 
leries, and  the  subslitutioa  of  sugar  and  molasses 
n  heu  of  it :  the  reasons  assigned  in  support  of 
the  petition  were,  that  It  would  give  a  douhle  ad- 
vantage to  the  nation,  by  aSbrding  relief  to  the 
Wesllndia  planters,  and  aUn  greatly  reduce  the 
price  of  food  to  the  poor.  TheTiiU  was,  however, 
opposed  lo  the  landed  interest,  and  at  that  lime 
rejeclei!  on  the  single  ground,  that  by  btinging 
into  the  market  so  large  a  surplus  quantity  of 
grain,  as  six  millions  of  bushelii,  being  the  amount 
annually  consumed  in  the  distilleries,  the  price 
would  be  so  ereaily  reduced  as  not  to  pay  the 
farmer  for  the  Tabor  and  expense  of  raising  It. 

Thus  it  is  evident  that  we  have  no  chance  pf 
operating  on  ine  fears  of  Great  Britain  on  ac- 
count of  her  harvest ;  for  it  is  shown  that  she  has 
it  at  any  time  in  her  power,  and  even  with  an  en- 
couragement to  her  colonies,  to  throw  into  her 
corn  market  a  quantity  of  grain  nearly  equal  lo 
the  whole  quantity  of  wheal  exported  fiota  thia 
country  in  the  year  ending  in  September,  1S07; 
for,  by  the  returns  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, it  appeared  that  all  the  flour  and  wheat  ex- 
poned  duriug  that  year,  amounted  only  to  what 
would  be  equal  to  about  seven  millions  three  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels  of  wheat. 

But,  sir,  if  we  cannot  trade  with  France  and 
England,  why  should  we  be  deprived  ot  all  inter- 
course with  Spain  and  Portugal  1  These  are  na- 
tions ritruggling  for  their  liberties.  Will  it  be  told 
you,  sir,  that  the  trade  to  these  countries  is  an 
inconsiderable  one  ;  that  it  will  yield  Utile  or  no 
profit ;  and  that  it  will  be  unequally  and  unjustly 
divided  between  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
States?  Spain,  Portugal,  and  theirdependencies, 
have  taken  of  oureiports  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  in  a  year.  Can  this  be  called  an  inconsid- 
erable trade? 

The  exports  of  Spain  and  Portugal  consist 
principally  in  wines,  brandies,  and  fruits.  They 
are  not  grain  countries,  but  depend  principally  for 
their  supplies  of  grain  upon  other  countries.  They 
have  formerly  received  them  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, from  the  coast  of  Barbary,  end  from  the 
Baltic.  Under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
European  world,  these  supplies  could  probablybe 
best  obtained  from  the  United  Slates,  and  would 
requite  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  from 
the  SoDlhern  States.  The  Spaniards  and  Portu- 
guese professing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
and  being  obliged  by  its  ordinaoces  to  abstain  for 
part  of  the  year  from  the  use  of  meat,  and  being 
accustomed  lo  live  during  that  lime  principally 
on  fish,  have  rendered  Spain  and  Portugal  the  best 
market  in  Europe  for  that  staple  of  the  Northern 
States.  The  lumber  for  their  packages,  their 
casks,  aod  boxes,  they  obtain  chiefly  from  New 
York  and  Norfolk;  the  lumber  of  the  Eastern 
Slates  not  being  so  welladaptedfor  their  purpose. 
Thus,  then,  it  appears,  th:il  this  trade,  instead  of 
being  an  unequnl  one,  is  more  equally  divided 
among  the  dilTereot  portions  of  the  Union,  than 


ly  other  trade  which  is  prosecuted  fru 
United  Slates  lo  any  part  of  Europe. 
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Ii  remaiDa  now,  sir,  lo  consider  (he  eJTt'Cls  of 
the  embargo  on  ourselces.  Every  gentleman 
niUEC  be  the  best  judge  of  its  effects  within  the 
immediate  circle  of  his  own  observation.  From 
the  observation  I  have  been  eoableil  Co  make,  it 
nppeara  to  me  to  be  fraught  wiib  desiruclion.  It 
appears  to  be  wasting  our  resources  instead  of 
preserving  them  ;  breakingdown  the  spiritof  the 
people,  aud  dividiog  instead  of  uniting  them.  It 
IS  iaviiing  foreign  losuli  and  aggression,  b^  the 
imbecility  whicn  it  opposes  to  (tiem  ;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  lobear  extremely  hard  upon  the  com- 
mercial atid  navigating  States. 

The  human  mind  is  coinposed  of  nearly  the 
same  materials  in  all  countries.  Extend  over  an 
enlightened  community,  possessing  the  means  of 
easy  commuaicatioD,  a  great  and  severe  degree  of 
privation  and  suSering,  without  accompanying 
that  sufieriog  with  an  absolute  coaviciion  on 
the  public  mind  of  some  great,  some  urgent  pub- 
lic necessity  requiring  it,  and  some  eventual  good 
to  emanate  from  it,  and  there  is  reason  to  fear 
you  may  create  great  discontent  atid  uneasiness. 
Wherever  this  exists  in-a  great  degree,  it  will  be 
manifested  In  memorials  to  the  constituied  au- 
'ihoriliesof  the  country.  Legislative  resolutions 
will  next  follow ;  retnonstrance;!  succeed ;  and  if 
these  are  unattended  to,  resistance  imbodies  itself, 
-and  the  spark  of  discontent,  which  might  easily 
have  been  smothered  in  its  origin,  is  fatined  into  a 
flame  of  rebeUioQ,  spreading  ruin  anil  (iesolatioD 
around  it,  and  in  its  progress  perhaps  overiurning 
fbe  liberties  and  Government  of  the  country. 

Happily,  we  have  not  reached  this  stage:  I  trust 
in  God  we  never  shall.  It  should  be  the  duly  of 
every  man,  both  in  and  out  of  office,  to  adopt  every 

The  removal  of  the  embargo  will,  as  I  believe.be 
one  means  to  check  an  incipient  state  of  discon- 
tent. 1  am  therefore  for  this,  as  well  as  for  many 
other  reasons,  most  earnestly  and  zealously  in 
favor  of  its  repeal,  and  the  passing  the  resolution 
for  that  purpose. 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  adjournment,  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  was  not  pre- 
pred  to  go  as  largely  into  this  subject  as  it  mer- 
ited, having  neither  documents  nor  papers  before 
him.  He  would  therefore  only  lake  a  short  view 
of  it  in  his  way.  and  endeavor  to  rebut  a  part  of 
Ihe  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aells,  and  jierhaps  to  notice  some  of  the  observa- 
tions of  (he  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  latter  gentleman  that 
this  subject  ought  to  be  taken  up  with  coolness, 
and  with  temper,  and  he  could  have  wished  that 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  would  have  been 
candid  enough  to  pursue  that  course  which  he  had 
laid  down  for  others.  Had  he  done  it?  No.  In 
the  course  of  ilie  discussion,  the  gentleman  had 
charged  it  upon  some  one,  lie  knew  not  whom, 
that  there  was  a  disposition  to  break  down  com- 
merce for  the  purpose  of  erecting  manufactures 
on  its  roius.  If  this  was  the  disposition  of  those 
who  had  advocated  the  embargo,  Mr.  S.  said,  he 
was  not  one  to  go  with  them,  and  peffectly  cor- 


responded with  the  gentleman  in  saying  that  such 
apian  would  be  extremely  iojurious;  that  pos.sibly 
it  could  not  be  enforced  in  the  United  States;  and 
that,  if  it  could,  merchants  would  conceive  them- 
selves highly  aggrieved  by  it.  But  the  gentle- 
man's ideas  had  no  foundation.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
bad  before  seen  it  in  newspapers,  but  had  consid- 
ered it  a  mere  electioneering  trick)  that  nothing 

nobody  believed  it.  Tiie  gentleman  surely  did 
not  throw  out  this  suggestion  by  way  of  haimo- 
nizing;  for  nothing  could  be  more  calculated  t« 
create  heal. 

ThegentlemanlaslupithroughouthisargumCD^ 
bad  gone  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  the  embargo 
which  has  prevented  all  our  commerce;  that,  if 
the  embargo  were  removed,  we  might  pursue  it  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  commerce  of  the  whole 
world  was  open  to  us.  If  the  gentleman  could 
have  shown  this,  he  would  have  gone  with  him 
heart  aod  hand ;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  him  tbai, 
were  the  embargo  taken  off  to-morrow,  any  com- 
merce of  moment  could  be  pursued.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  not  certain  that  it  might  not  be  a  wise 
measure  to  takeoff  the  embargo  ;  but  he  was  cer- 
tain that  some  other  measure  should  be  taken  be- 
fore they  thought  of  taking  that.  And  be  bad 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  have  told  them  what 
measure  should  have  been  taken  before  they  re- 
moved the  embargo.  Not  so,  however.  A  naked 
Eroposilion  was  before  them  to  take  off  the  em- 
argo  ;  and  were  that  agreed  to,  and  the  properly 
of  America  subject  to  depredations  by  both  (he 
belligereniB,  ihty  would  he  foreclosed  from  taking 
any  measure  at  all  for  its  defence.  For  this  rea- 
son this  resolution  should  properly  have  gone 
originally  to  the  committee  on  the  retolulion  of 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles.) 

Mr.  8.' said  he  was  not  prepared  for  a  long  dis- 
cussion, he  should  take  but  a  short  view.  He 
would  not  go  back  to  see  which  nation  had  been 
the  first  oticnder.  He  was  not  the  apologist  of 
any  nation,  but,  he  trusted,  a  fervent  defender  of 
the  rights,  honor,  and  interest  of  his  own  country. 
By  the  decrees  of  France  every  vessel  bound  to  or 
from  Great  Britain,  was  declared  good  prize. 
And  s(ill  further;  if  spoken  alone  by  any  British 
vessel,  they  were  condemned  in  the  French  prize 
courts.  When  a  vessel  arrived  in  the  pons  of 
France,  Mr.  S.  said,  bribery  and  corruption  were 
made  use  of  in  order  to  effect  her  coodemoatioQ. 
Every  sailor  on  boatd  was  separately  examined 
as  to  what  had  happened  in  thecouraeof  the  voy- 
age ;  they  were  told,  you  will  have  one-third  o( 
the  vessel  and  cargo  as  your  portion  of  the  prize- 
money,  if  you  will  say  that  your  vessel  has 
touched  at  a  British  port  or  has  been  visited  by  a 
British  cruiser.  Of  course  then,  by  the  decrees  of 
France,  all  American  properly  thai  floats  is  sub- 
ject to  condemnation  by  the  French,  if  it  had 
come  in  contact  with  British  hands.  Were  gen- 
tlemen willing  to  submit  to  this;  to  raise  ibe  em- 
bargo, and  subject  our  trade  to  this  depredation  1 
Yes,  said  the  gentleman  from  Conoeciicul,  who 
was  willing,  however,  ihai  our  ships  should  arm 
and  defend  themselves.    Mr.  S.  said  that  he  had 
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bopeil  tbe  hooorable  genilemaa  would  hare  gone 
fonher,  and  faid  not  only  that  be  would  in  this 
e»M  petmit  our  Tessels  to  defend  iheraselTea,  bul 
to  make  good  prize  of  any  Tessel  which  should 
iiDi«de  the  trade  admitted  by  the  lawsof  nalions, 
Batihegrntleman  had  stopped  short  of  this. 

By  ibt  Orders  in  Couneil,  now  made  law  (aaid 
Hr.S.}all  neotrats— all  neidrale,  liiis  is  a  mere 
wori  td  captandum,  as  it  is  well  boown,  there 
itDBdcntral  commerce  bul  American — all  Ameri- 
can msels,tben,  bound  to  France,  or  counlriea 
lOJiee  with  her,  are  made  good  prize  in  the  Br 
■teoDrb.  AVhen  bound  to  any  part  of  the  co 
a»»lof  RuTope,  or  aoy  possessions  in  Turtey 
Alia,  ihev  are  a  good  prize^  Sweden  alone  e. 
ceptrd.  We  are  then  permitted  to  trade— for  it 
is*  pmnission  to  trade,  since  we  must  acfenow- 
lnJ>e  ourselves  indebted  to  her  for  any  she  per- 
mits— we  are  graciously  permitted  to  go  to  Swe- 
den, lo  which  country  our  whole  exports  amouni 
(0(56.157!  This  petty  trade  is  generously  per- 
mitiei  DSBsa  boon,  and  this  boon  will  be  struck  off 
ihe  List  of  permission,  the  moment  any  difference 
arises  between  Great  Britain  and  Sweden.  1  am 
aware,  sir,  that  gentlemen  will  ray  this  may  re- 
quire eipUnatioo.  I  will  give  it  lo  ihem.  Great 
Britain  says  you  shall  not  trade  lo  any  of  llie 
eoQuuies  1  have  interdicted  till  you  have  tny 
leare;  pay  me  a  duly,  and  then  you  may  go  to 
■nyport;  pay  me  a  tribute,  and  then  you  shall 
hare  my  license  to  trade  to  any  ports  you  choose. 
What  is  ibis  tribute  ?  Not  having  the  documents 
before  me,  f  may  make  an  error  of  a  fraction,  but 
ia  the  principle  I  am  correct.  On  tbe  article  of 
flour,  thev  tell  us,  you  may  bring  flour  to  Great 
Britain  from  America,  land  ii,  and,  if  you  re-es- 

Ert  it,  pay  into  our  treasury  two  dollars  on  every 
rrcL  For  every  barrel  of  flour  which  we  send 
to  Spain,  Portugal,  or  Italy,  where  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  has  correctly  told  us  much  of 
it  is  consamed,  little  of  it  being  used  io  Great 
Britain  or  France,  you  must  pay  two  dollars  be- 
lidesyoar  freig^ht  and  insurance.  And  this  irib- 
qitit  to  be  ]»id  for  a  permission  Co  trade.  Are 
pademen  willing  to  submit  to  this? 

Oa  the  article  of  wheat,  exported,  you  must 
pyii  Great  Britain  a  duty  of,  I  believe,  two  sb  11- 
UtfiWrliog  a  bushel,  before  it  can  be  re  ei^port- 
ti.  Oa  tbe  important  article  of  cotton  thi'y  have 
cbatfEd  a  dniy  on  its  exportation  of  nine  pence 
sirring  ppr  lb.,  equal  to  the  whole  value  of  the 
ariickaKlf  in  Georgia  or  South  Carolina.  This  is 
in  additioB  lo  the  usual  import  duly  of  two  pence 
in  ihe  poDsd-  Thus,  if  we  wish  to  go  to  the  Con- 
nnent,  we  may  go  on  condition  of  paying  a  trib- 
Dw  equal  to  the  value  of  the  cotton,  in  addition 
(oriskor  insurance.  Ills  generally  understood 
diat  two-thirda  of  the  cotton  exported  by  us,  may 
hr  eonmmed  in  Bngland,  when  all  her  maoufac- 
inres  arc  in  good  work.  On  the  remaining  third 
the  people  of  iha  Souihern  nonniry  are  subject  to 
a  tribute— on  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  at  the 
rate  of  17  cetiK  per  pound.  Let  this  be  calcula- 
ted, and  it  will  be  seen  what  tax  we  must  pay  for 
lore  to  sell  that  article. 
Bai,«8yi  ihe  geatlemmn  from  Masuchnsetts, 


we  may  now  trade  lo  Spain  and  Portugal— be- 
cause Great  Britain  permits  us.  [Mr.  Lloyd  ob- 
served that  he  had  not  said  we  couid  trade  ihere 
because  Great  Britain  permitted  it.]  1  know  the 
geutUman  did  not  say  that  (said  Mr.  S.)  bul  it  is 
my  inference.  He  said  we  might  trade  there.  I 
deny  it.  I  beg  the  gentleman  to  recollect  what 
passed  some  time  ago,  between  Lord  Hnwkeabury 
and  Mr.  King,  and  see  what  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  the  promises  of  British  Ministers.  On  a  rep- 
resentation made  by  Mr.  King  oa  the  subject  of 
thecolotiialtrade,LordHawske3bury  agreed,  provi- 
ded the  vessel  carrying  produce  from  the  coloniea 
shouldgolothe  United  Slates  and  reland  her  cargo, 
ihat  she  should  not  bi;  liable  to  capture.  What 
was  the  consequence?  One  year  al'ierwardf  pri- 
vate inslruclions  were  given  to  the  British  crui- 
sers to  lake  such  vessels,  and  every  atom  of  this 
produce  was  swept  from  the  ocean.  If  this  is  the 
manner  in  which  Ministerial  promises  have  here- 
tofore been  fulfilled,  what  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  them  now?  By  letters  from  my  correspond- 
ents, I  learn  that  three  merchants  engaged  in  tbe 
American  trade  had  wailed  on  Mr.  Canning  to 
see  whether  American  vesf^els  might  trade  lo 
Spain  and  Portugal.  Yes,  Mr.  Canning  an- 
swered, thpy  might  trade  in  the  produce  of  their 
own  country.  But  tbe  King  is  authorized  to  vary 
ihese  laws,  and  give  permission  to  trade  with  anf 
country  when  he  pleases.  Has  be  given  any  sueb 
permission  to  trade  with  Spain?  No.  Is  ihea 
the  mere  conversation  of  Mr.  Canning  a  sufficient 
security?  No.  Is  it  anything  like  as  binding  as 
that  formerly  officially  given  to  Mr.  Kinz,  and 
which  was  violated?  Certainty  na[.  Can  this 
ihen  be  a  safe  Trade?  No,  sir;  my  informant, 
who  was  one  of  the  merchants  who  waited  upon 
Mr.  Canning,  says  that  should  France,  now  war- 
ring with  Spain,  overrun  any  part  of  the  country, 
and  OUT  vessels  afterwards  attempt  to  eater,  not  ' 
having  heard  of  it,  they  would  be  good  prize.  I 
am  no  I  learned  in  the  law,  hut  I  will  ask  this 
question  of  those  who  are  r  Would  not  a  British 
judge  in  this  case  be  obliged  to  abide  by  the  law, 
■    ;ieadof  Iheconver-wlionofMr.Canning?     He 

-tainly  would  ;  and  would  give  out  Minister  ia 

s  case  precisely  the  answer  which  the  French 
Council  of  Prizes  gave  General  Armstrong,  that 
the  opinion  of  an  individual  could  not  contravene 
the  express  stipulation  of  a  positive  law. 

Tbe  gentleman  last  up  told  us  that  American 
Hour  was  selling  at  forty-seven  shillings  a  barrel  in 
England.  The  genilemun  kttows  that  flour  cai- 
ried  there,  and  not  entered  for  re-exportation, 
cannot  be  removed.  Flour  in  that  situation  has 
been  lying  ten  or  twelvemonths  in  London,  coold 
not  be  exported,  and  is  somewhat  injured  by  age, 
having  been  locked  up  in  tbe  stores  of  England, 
without  a  possibility  of  exporting  it ;  and  it  is  ihis 
that  sells  at  that  price. 

The  honorable  gentleman  last  up  has  said  lhat 
the  eiporlsofihe  United  Stales  10  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal were  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The  gen- 
ileman's  arguments  were  applied  to  Spain  and 
Portugal.  The  exports  lo  Spain  and  Poriugal, 
and  alt  their  posKssioDs,  including  the  immense 
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exports  to  La  Vera  Giuz,  araounled  to  soniethiDg  I 
near  this  sum.  But  let  us  take  the  genileman  oq  ! 
his  owa  ground,  and  see  what  we  cuuld  carry  oa  \ 
of  this  trade,  io  our  domestic  product,  if  the  em-  | 
bargo  were  removed.  The  whole  eiporls  of  the  , 
United  Stales,  in  the  produce  of  the  laud,  the  year 
ending  in  October,  1807,  vrere  $48,509,502;  of 
which,  the  proportion  to  Spain  was  $1,131,381; 
to  PorlUBol,  8829,313.  I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man, that,  if  (he  embargo  was  oflf,  we  might  carry 
on  a  very  lucrative  trade  with  the  Spanish  colo- 
nies and  the  Brazils,  if  we  had  the  mBierinls  to 
carry  it  on.  They  do  not  want  our  ftour,  but 
articles  which  CBD  dow  do  longer  begot — goods 
im]torted  from  Germany,  and  naokeens  and  cot- 
ton coeds  from  India.  But  these  are  not  the  prod- 
uce of  our  country,  to  which  the  genclemao  allud- 
ed; and  I  say  that  the  exports  of  our  domestic 
produce  to  the  colonies  and  islands  of  Spain  (Cuba 
alone  excepted)  are  very  small.  Great  Britain 
trillnot  let  us  go  to  Germany  toget  German  goods, 
and  therefore  we  cannot  carry  ihera  as  we  were 
■ccustomed  to  do.  But  perhaps  we  shall  he  told 
wemay  carry  British  goods.  What  does  the  gen- 
tleman say,  as  a  merchant,  to  paying  double  freight, 
duly,  and  insurance,  and  then  competing  with 
England  in  the  sale  of  her  own  manufactures'; 
We  have  done  it  heretofore,  because  Great  Bril- 
ftin  was  excluded  from  that  trade,  ConSae  the 
trade  then  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  supposing  ii  to 
be  free,  and  it  will  not  aroount  lo  two  and  a  half 
millions  altogether.  We  are  to  say  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, If  you  wilt  give  us  the  boon  olguing  to  Spain 
and  Portugal,  (and  perhaps  this  is  but  an  ignitfa- 
(MWf  tolead  us  loher  prize  courts.)  we  will  submit 
to  Tour  tribute  elsewhere. 

The  English  Orders  had  told  us  we  might  trade 
as  usual  with  the  West  India  islands;  hut  now, 
believing  no  doubt  that  ibis  Government  has  not 
strength  or  energy  in  itself  to  maintain  any  sys- 
tem long,  what  has  she  done?  Proclaimed  B  block- 
ade on  the  remaining  islands  of  France,  so  that 
we  are  now  confined  toBrilisb  islands  alone  I  We 
are  restricted  from  trading  there  by  blockade,  and 
what  security  have  we,  that  if  the  embargo  be 
taken  off— for  I  wish  it  were  off:  no  man  suffers 
more  from  it,  in  proportion  to  his  capital,  than  1 
do;  but  I  stand  here  the  Representative  of  the 
people,  and  must  endeavor  to  act  io  such  a  man- 
ner as  will  best  secure  their  interests;  and  I  pledge 
myself  to  join  heart  and  band  with  gentlemen  to 
take  it  off,  whenever  we  can  have  a  safe  and  hon- 
orable trade — ibai,  from  our  submitting  to  lhe«e 
interdict  ions,  as  a  right  of  Great  Britain,  she  may 
not  choose  to  interdict  all  trade,  she  being  omnip- 
otent, and  sole  mistress  of  the  ocean,  as  we  were 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  I  have 
seen  a  late  English  pamphlet,  called  "Hints  lo 
both  Parlies,"  said  to  be  by  a  ministerial  writer, 
to  tfaiseffect:  that  Great  Britain,  having  command 
orer  all  the  seas,  could  and  ou«hi  to  exclude  and 
monopolize  (he  trade  of  the  world  to  herself.  This 
pamphlet  goes  critically  into  an  examination  of  the 
subject;  says  that  by  a  stroke  of  policy  she  can  cut 
U8  off  from  our  extensive  trade ;  that  she  has  the 
power,  and,  having  the  power,  she  ought  to  do  it. 


Mr.  S.  coticluded  by  saying  that  he  had  not 
meant  to  take  up  so  much  time  of  the  House— be 
had  meant  merely  lo  stale  his  ideas  of  the  situa- 
tion in  which  we  were  placed  by  the  edicts  of  the 
two  belligerents.  He  wished  to  place  it  in  such 
ini  of  view  that  gentlemen  might  be  led  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  might  best  secure  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Mr.  S.  said  his  own  private 
;sls  pressed  so  heavily  on  bis  mind,  that  be 
I  scarcely  trust  himself  to  decide.  He  had 
therefore  suhmiiled  these  ideas  to  Kentiemen 
whose  feelings  were  not  thus  affected,  that  iflbey 
ighi  think  proper,  with  the  honorable  geutle- 
iQ,  to  lake  off  the  embargo,  he  might  join  with 
them;  if  not,  that  some  other  might  be  adopted 
which  would  lead  to  the  security  of  our  peace  and 

Mr.  PoPB  said,  thai  in  the  obseTvations  which 
be  had  made  a  snort  time  ago,  he  had  no  inten- 
tion to  violate  the  decorum  of  debate;  and  if  he 
had  discovered  warmth  on  the  general  subject, 
he  hoped  no  gentleman  would  consider  hisrematks 
as  personally  applied  to  him. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  single  observation.  He  had  stated,  when  up 
before,  that  the  trade  lo  Spain,  Portugal,  aad  her 
colonies,  took  off  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
He  found,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury,  that  the  exports  lo  these  countries 
amounted  lo  upwards  of  seventy  millions,  exclud- 
ing a  large  portion  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  understood  the  gentleman 
(0  apply  his  arguments  to  our  domestic  exports  lo 
Spain  and  Portugal  only,  and  not  their  dependen- 
cies, which  the  gentleman  might,  however,  have 
meant  to  have  included. 

The  Senate  adjourned  about  half  past  2  o'clock. 

T  DEB  DAY,  November  22. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  loauthorize  the  con- 
veyance of  certain  papers  and  documents  by  the 
mail,  free  of  postage,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  10  Messrs.  Anoekson,  Mookb,  and 
Franklin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  second  reading  of  the 
bill  to  reward  Andrew  Joseph  Villard,  for  an  in- 
vention of  public  utility. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  THHOe- 
TON,  Tiffin,  and  Bradley,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  11th  instantfor  repealing  the 
"Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  (be  ports  and  harbors  of  Ihe  United  States,  and 
the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto." 

Mr.  Pope.— Mr.  President':  I  rise  with  more 
than  ordinary  diffidence  to  address  you  on  the  in- 
leresting  question  under  consideration.  When  I 
consider  (he  present  stale  of  our  country — embar- 
rassed with  difficulties ;  menaced  with  dangers  by 
foreign  nations ;  our  ships  captured  and  burnt  bv 
one  Power,  captured,  condemned,  and  con&scaicd 
by  the  other;  a  storm  gathering  in  the  East,  which 
threatens  to  burst  upon  us  with  rebelliun  and  dis- 
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■DJoa ;  the  honor,  iodepeadeDce  and  best  ialeiest 
sf  ibe  Amerieaa  people  deeply  involved  in  the 
MDTW  lo  be  pursued — I  am  seriously  impressed 
irilh  lie  immense  responsibility  which  devolves 
Bpon  me,  as  odc  of  their  Reprencntitives,  al  this 
twfaltrisis.  The  uraot  of  some  documents,  which 
Ihadapecled  woald  before  this  have  been  fur- 
nnbeiis,  aad  o(  &  more  inlimate  acqiiaintaoce 
itithIM  eammeTcial  world,  renders  me  nouble  to 
dojieMeto  all  the  topics  whicli  gentleioen  have 
iatr^Dced  id  the  wide  range  lliey  have  takeD  ; 
^b  I  shall  not  allempi  to  explore  the  whole 
rill  eodeavor,  with  the  best  lights  1 
sBstts,  to  notice  suchof  the  arguments  of  the  ^n- 
ueniN  io  opposition  asseera  to  demand  atteotion. 
Oi  the  4tli  of  July,  1776,  the  people  of  these 
Stales  declared  themselves  free  and  independent, 
•ad  this  declaration  they  sealed  witb  iheir  blood. 
Their  indepeodeDce  was  sooa  after  recognised  by 
diScicnt  Powers  of  Europe,  and  finally  by  Great 
Britain  herself-  By  this  memorable  and  glorious 
event,  which  released  them  from  the  shackles  of 
the  British  Government,  and  gave  them  independ- 
enee,  they  became  entitled  to  all  tbe  riftbts  and 

Kirilegea  on  the  high  seas  which  could  be  rigbt- 
Uy  claimed   by   any  other  nation  ;   and   these 
rights.  I  ptesnme,  it  will  not  be  pretended  ihi 
have  either  abandoned  or  forfeited.     The  high 
seas  have  been  hitherto  considered  the  comma 
highway  of  nations,  designed  by  the  Qod  of  Natui 
for  the  eoiDmoD  use  of  niankind,  and  over  whic 
no  Power  could   rightfully  claim  exclusive   d: 
minion.    I  shall  not  waste  the  time  of  tbe  Sena 
to  inqiiire  whether  France  or  Great  Britain  bi 
beea  the  first  aggressor  on  our  neutral  rights.  < 
ftom  which   we  have  received  the  most  injuries 
and  I  ltd  ijcni  ties,  because  such  an  inquiry  appears  to 
me  at  this  lime  unimportant.    1  am  willing  t 
view  both  nations  with  an  equal  eye  as  commo 
eoemies.    Nor  do  I  deem  it  necessary  to  retrt 
speei  injuries  and  insults  of  an  ancient  date,  hi 
Mttlicoofioe  myself  to  a  period  and  circums,lBnc< 
UMC iutimatelf  connecteil  with  tbe  present  crisi 
In  1305,  the  British  Government  asserted  ih> 
ikbeountry  wasnot  entitled  to  carry  on  trade  wit 
htresemy  in  lime  of  war,  not  permitted  in  tiiu 
oC  feaee.     Under  color  of  this   new  principle, 
■DsWr  of  American  vessels  were  captured  by 
BiidA  cruisers  and  condemned  in  Brilish  Court! 
of  Admiralty.     This  conduct  of  tbe  British  Gov- 
emnt  alarmed  the  whole  commercial  interest 
of  ^a  cQuntry,  and   memorials  were  sent  to  the 
President  from  tbe  different  commercial  towns  in 
the  tTniitd  Slates,  protesting  in   strong  and  spir- 
iled  Janguage  against   this  novel  priaciple,  and 
eaUiDgupon  our  Government  to  resist  by  nego- 
tiation It,  as  well  as  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men.    L  beg  leave  in  read  a  part  of  the  memorial 
from  New  Haven,  in  tbe  State  of  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Pope  read  as  follows: 

"That  jDur  memorialiats  have  obgerved  with  no 
eomnoB  degree  of  anrpriso  and  BOlieitude,  the  numer- 
«■■  «Bib«Tasainent>  which  the  commerce  of  tbe  United 
Stales  baa  laOered,  during  the  present  war  with  JBq- 
Ri|M  and  the  Indies,  arising  from  tbe  adoption  of  n«w 
'  M  by  the  Admiral^  OMuts  of  Great  Brilain,B» 


ell  u  from  the  depiedatioDs  ctnainitted  on  our  unpro- 
tected trade  by  lawloss  freebooters,  snd  Ihe  umvairant' 
able  imprcsament  of  our  seamen.  Your  memortalists 
will  not  sttetzipt  to  discuss  at  large  the  principle,  nhich, 
they  understand,  has  been  adopted  bj  the  Admiraltj 
Courts  of  Great  Britain,  in  recent  docisioits  reipcctinK 
the  rights  of  neutral  natioDij  it  ia  sufficient  for  them 
to  observe,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  principle  asamned 
by  Great  Britain,  of  considering  all  the  trade  of  a  neu- 
tral nation  as  unlawful,  which  the  same  cannot  canj 
time  of  peace,  tn  be  new  and  unwarrantable ;  a 
principle  not  suthorlxed  by  the  maxims  of  sound  jua- 
tice,  which  have  long  been  received  end  respected  by 
Ltians,  as  laws  bj  which  their  mutual  iutercouns 
Lght  to  be  regulated. 

The  people  of  Boston,  in  Iheir  memorial,  after 
reasoning  with  great  ability  and  perspicuity  (o 
ihat  ibis  new  principle  assumed  by  the 
I  Courts  of  Admiralty  was  an  alarming  in- 
fraction of  neutral  rights,  solicit  tbe  Government 
m  account  of  tbe  importance  of  tbe  subject,  to 
lend  a  special  mission  to  London.  Here  Mr. 
Pope  read  from  tbe  Boston  n^emoria!  as  follows; 
•'But  whatever  msy  have  been  the  motives  forth* 
proceedings  an  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  eflect  is 
notoriona.  From  her  recent  conduct  great  losses  have 
been  sustained;  our  couinierce  has  been  checked  and 
embarrassed,  and  targe  quantities  of  pmdnce  are  now 
remaining  locked  up  in  this  country,  which  wore  pui- 
chaaed  for  foreign  markets;  because  our  merchants 
cannot  send  it  abroad,  without  taking  risks  on  them' 
aelvea  which  prudence  would  not  juatifTi  or  wilboat  pay- 
ing auch  rates  for  inaurainee  as  the  trade  of  the  countiT 

"  Thus  circumatanced,  the  merchants  of  Boston 
have  thought  it  theii  duty  respectfully  lo  make  known 
their  complainla  to  their  Government.  Believing  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates  desirous  of  cultivating  re- 
latioas  of  amity  with  the  whole  human  race;  and  pai- 
ticularly  connected  as  they  are  with  Great  Britain,  by 
habits  of  constant  intercourdo  and  by  mutual  wants, 
they  cannot  but  hope,  that  like  dispositioni  are  enter-  - 
tained  by  tbe  British  nation  towards  this  country,  and 
if  moasurea  were  speedily  taken  for  tbe  amicable  dis- 
cussion, by  negotiation,  of  our  complaints,  that  a  sense 
of  her  own  interest,  and  a  respect  for  the  rights  of 
oihers,  would  induce  her  to  depart  from  her  present 
measures,  and  to  conduct  towards  na  with  justice  and 
liberality, 

"  Under  tbia  persuasion,  end  without  meaning  in  the 
smallest  degree  to  derogate  from  the  talenla  or  attention 
of  tbe  American  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London,  the 
Bubscrihers,  with  deference  and  humility,  beg  leave  to 
luggest,  whether,  when  so  important  national  interests 
ire  at  stake,  a  special  miiaion  would  not  carry  with  it 
great  influence,  and  be  very  instrumental  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  our  reasonable  wisbca." 

This  earnest  and  fervent  call  on  the  Govern- 
ment by  tbo  commercial  intereM  was  promptly 
obeyed  by  the  Administration.  The  course  point- 
ed out  by  the  memorialists  was  pursued;  a  spe- 
cial mission  was  immediately  sent;  this  new 
principle,  as  well  as  other  violations  of  our  mari- 
time rights,  were  resisted  with  energy  and  ability, 
and  every  effort  made  to  obtain  a  redress  of  inju- 
ries, and  to  place  our  commerce  upon  a  just  and 
boDOrabLe  basis,  as  must  be  evident  to  every  man 
who  has  read  the  documents  communicated  to 
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Congres!  during  the  InM  and  presenl  spsaion.  I 
shall  pass  over  the  differeni  decrees  and  orders  of 
the  iwo  beltiirereiiis  from  1805,  UDiil  Ihe  Fall  o{ 
1807.  I  will  pass  over  the  affair  ol  the  Che^^a- 
peabe,  which  called  forlh  such  a  burst  of  iDdigna- 
tinn  ihroughaut  ihiseouniry.  lo  December  1807, 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  President 
was  ofGciall^  iDfnrmei),  that  Bonaparte  had  deter- 
mined Cu  extend  bis  decree  of  Berlin  to  Ameticaa 
commerce,  and  althoueh  not  officially  notified, 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  French  de- 
cree had  been  or  would  be  retaliated  by  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  of  Council.  The  Presidenlthus  warn- 
ed of  the  dangers  which  threatened  ourcomnicrce 
on  the  high  seas,  communicaied  the  subject  to 
Congress  by  a  coDfideDiial  message,  recommend- 
ing an  embargo,  to  secure  our  vessels  and  seamen 
from  capture.  His  advice  was  attended  lo;  the 
measure  was  adopted.  I  expected,  or  al  least 
hoped  HI  that  lime,  that  this  measure,  besides  se- 
curing our  property,  by  its  pressure  on  Ihe  bellig- 
erents, aided  by  a  conclliHiory  course  on  the  part 
of  our  Goveruraent,  would  have  induced  an  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  differences  with  both  or  one 
orihebelligerents^and  theretjy  averted  the  calami- 
ties of  war ;  Ibat  if  it  failed  to  produce  this  effect, 
it  would  at  least  afford  as  time  to  prepare  lo  meet 
war,  if  inevitable.  That  our  Adminislratioa  has 
used  every  honorable  meaui>  during  the  existence 
of  this  measure  to  settle  our  differences  araicably 
with  the  belligerenis,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any 
one  who  has  read  tlie  documents  accompanying 
bis  recent  message.  After  the  Administration 
bad  pursued  the  course  marked  out  by  the  com- 
mercial people,  who.ve  organs  the  ^enllemen  in 
the  opposition  appear  to  be  on  this  otcasion^afier 
resisting  the  unjust  pretensions  uf  France  and 
Great  Britain.— after  the  Government  bad  laid 
an  embargo  and  brought  the  natiua  to  Ihe  eve  of  a 
war  for  the  msinteoancL'  of  our  maritime  rights — 
what  do  we  hearl  We  ar?  told  by  a  part  of  these 
same  people,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  America, 
by  solemn  resolutions,  which  are  already  before  ;' 
the  public,  called  the  £ssez  resolutions,  that  we  | 
have  DO  cause  of  war  against  Great  Brilain,  and  I 
all  her  a^fgreKsjons,  if  nut  justified,  are  excused; 
and  our  Government  is  gravely  told  to  di.igrace 
itself  by  receding  from  ihe  ground  il  has  taken. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  whose  object 
aeems  to  he  rather  to  prove  this  measure  wrong 
at  6rst  ihan  what  ought  now  to  he  done,  tells  us 
that  the  French  decree  of  Berlin  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  justify  this  measure  at  the  time  it  was 
adopted,  because  France  had  Do  naval  force  to 
give  it  effect  on  the  high  seas.  If  the  Berlin  de- 
cree was  not  sufficient  lo  justify  our  embargo, 
upon  what  principle  can  ii  be  pieiended  ibai  it 
justified  or  even  palliated  the  British  Orders  of 
Council?  Although  at  the  lime  the  embargo 
was  laid  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
orders  had  issued,  and  which  turned  out  to  be  the 
^t,  yet  I  will  admit,  for  ihe  sake  of  argument, 
that  the  Berlin  decree  was  not  a  sufficient  ground 
for  the  embargo.  Will  gentlemen  contend  ilial 
the  Berlin  decree,  British  Orders  of  Council,  and 
the  French  decree  of  Milan,  all  which  were  in 


force  at  thai  lime,  if  then  officially  known  to  out 
Gkivcrnmeni,  would  not  have  been  B  sufficient 
cause  for  ihc  embargo?  And  if  they  admit  ihnt 
the  whole,  combined,  would  have  justified  the 
measure,  bI  the  same  time  that  they  deny  it  to 
have  been  wise,  they  are  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edge that  it  was  at  Itast  fortunate.  If  the  dan- 
gers to  which  our  commerce  was  then  exposed 
rendered  the  measure  proper,  how  can  gentlemen 
seriously  contend  that  while  those  dangers  con- 
tinue, ii  ought  lo  be  removed,  without  proponing 

We  are  told,  however,  that  the  avowed  object 
of  Ibis  measure  was  to  secure  our  property  and 
seamen  from  caplure^  and  that  it  was  represented 
to  the  two  belligerents  as  a  measure  of  precaution, 
not  as  a  measure  of  coercion  or  hostility.  It  is 
in  ils  nature  a  precauliaaary  measure,  and  it  was 
the  duly  of  the  President  to  represent  it  in  that 
light  to  foreign  Government*;  and  whatever  in- 
conveniences may  result  from  it,  they  cannot,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  coQsider  it  as  a  measure  of  hos- 
tility. Yet  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  lells 
us  triumphantly  that  it  has  not  only  failed  to  pro- 
duce any  effect  upon  foreign  nations,  but  that  it 
never  will  operate  as  a  measure  of  coercion.  If 
the  penlleman  does  not  think  this  measure  the 
best  that  can  be  devised,  and  that  some  other 
would  better  suit  the  present  state  uf  things,  it  is 
certainly  bis  duty  to  propose  it,  and  not  to  press 
a  negative  proposition  calculated  merely  to  cen- 
sure, to  find  fault.  I  sincerely  lament  thai  this 
measure  has  not  been  productive  of  all  the  good 
effects  anticipated.  But,  sir,  although  it  has  not, 
owing  lo  numerous  evasions  and  violations,  to- 
gether with  other  causes,  induced  foreign  Powers 
lo  discontinue  their  depredations  and  restrictions 
upon  our  commerce,  it  does  not  necessarily  fol- 
low thai,  if  persevered  in  and  properly  execuiedj 
it  would  not  produce  Ibis  effect.  It  is  some  con- 
soUtion  lo  the  friends  of  this  measure  that  it  has 
been  productive  of  some  good.  It  has  prevented 
a  large  portion  of  our  properly  from  falling  into 
the  bands  of  the  belligerenis,  it  bas  preserved 
peace  and  afforded  us  time  to  prepare  for  war,  if 
this  sail  alleruative  must  be  resorted  to.  The 
gentleman  from  Conneclicui  and  the  gentleman 
From  Massac bu--<el IS  do  not  appear  to  agree  as  to 
the  effects  of  this  measure.  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  contends  that  il  hnd  no  effect,  while 
the  geuileman  from  Massachusetts  informs  a^ 
that  it  had  a  very  considerable  effect  on  Great 
Britain  in  Mayor  June  last.  If  it  has  at  any 
time  had  an  effect  upon  cither  of  the  beliigetenis, 
it  proves  at  least  that  its  advocates  did  not  mis- 
calculate as  much  as  the  genileman  from  Con- 
Dcclicul  would  induce  the  world  to  believe.  The 
gentlemen  have  cited  a  French  expose,  to  prove 
that  the  embargo  is  approved  by  ihalGovernmeni; 
ibis  document  I  have  never  seen,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  comment  on  it;  and  the  gentleman 
might  have  proved  by  Mr.  Canning's  letter,  that 
Great  Britain  is  not  dissatisBeil  with  it,  if  tlie 
sincerity  of  such  declarations  is  lo  be  confided  in. 
The  gentlemen  have  notexplainiid  their  object 
in  referring  to  this  documentj  was  it  to  prove 
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tliu  it  did  not  operate  oo  Fraace,  bui  did  upon 
Gmc  Briuio,  or  Ibatil  bad  DO  effect  upon  eilberl 
If  i[  was  ibeir  design  to  prove  by  tbis  doeumeni 
[faat  Fnoee  is  reconciled  to  bear  tbe  incotiveai- 
Micaofthis  measure  herself,  on  accouot  of  its 
mme  Micre  pressure  upon  her  eoemy,  trhicb 
may  b* die  fact,  it  eaiablishes  tbe  very  reverse  of 
«tait  [be  geoitemen  conieud  for.  They  have 
CBdnrored  to  prove  that  it  has  had  no  effect,  nor 
will  btre  any  upoD  either.  We  have  been  told 
ikJvehave  been  comraaaded  by  one  Poner  to 
mit  war  upon  the  other ;  that  it  has  been  ibe 
;aJKf  of  both  belligerents  lo  draw  us  into  the 
naiest,  is  evideQi ;  and  if  our  embargo  has  eua- 
iKcdiHlo  resist  tlieir  dictatorial  mandates  or  io- 
lidinai  policy,  it  is  fortunate  for  this  country.  It 
kubeeasaid  that  we  had  as  well  give  up  our 
•hips  ID  ihe  enemy  as  let  ihein  loE  ia  our  har- 
ban.  I  ibink  very  differently.  I  would  rather 
have  them  sunk  in  the  ocean  than  give  them  np 
to  enrich  cur  enemies.  There  i»  something  of 
principle  CDDcemed  in  this.  [Mr.  LLOYDsaid  he 
had  not  expressed  this  idea  ;  he  had  said  ibai  it 
affected  tbe  national  wealth  no  more  that  the 
reisets  should  be  lost  at  ^ea.  than  that  they  jhculd 
tot  at  tU  wharves.]  Mr.  T.  said  he  considered 
tbe  pieseot  contest,  between  us  aud  the  belHg- 
erenis,  aot  merely  as  a  ijuestion  of  profit  and  loss ; 
there  was  something  of  principle,  boaor.  and  iu- 
(lepeodeace at  stake,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to 
caleolaie  how  much  money  would  he  gained  by 
toeenmbtng  to  a  foreign  Power.  This  is  not  the 
question  with  Congress  or  the  nation.  After  tbe 
aaoner  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who 
was  food  of  illustrating  his  ideas  by  very  familiar 
tiamples,  I  will  suppose  that  geuileman  was  in 
the  habit  of  dealing  largely  with  two  merchants, 
A  aod  B;  that  the  intercourse  between  them 
was  mntually  advantageous;  these  mercbaats 
saddeoly  quarrel :  A  teFU  him  he  shall  not  trade 
with  B,  aud  that  if  he  attempts  it  he  will  stop  by 
foice,  and  rob  bim  of  what  be  may  be  found  car- 
tying  to  B.  B  tells  him  he  shnll  not  trade  with 
i,Ba<leT  siiDilar  pains  aud  penalties,  unless  he 
■nil Brat  ^  to  B  and  purchase  of  bim  a  license 
'.odral  with  A;  what  would  the  gentleman  do  ? 
VpttMime  he  would  eiUiet  chasiise  both  for  iheir 
tx',ase  and  injustice,  or,  if  that  was  not  conve- 
BnLht  would  tell  them  I  will  have  no  inter- 
eoanewitb  either  of  you.  He  would  certainly 
resist  ihsir  insolence  and  injualicc  by  force,  dis- 
coDiiaDeall  iuiercourse  with  them,  or  submit  lo 
:beir  terns.  Would  the  itentleman  iu  such  a 
case  caJculate  whether  it  would  be  his  interest  to 
rabmit  to  th%  disgraceful  conditions  of  B,  who 
bippcDcd  to  be  the  stronger  of  the  two,  than  bear 
Ibe  inconveniences  resulting  from  a  uon-inter- 
covrse?  Would  the  genilemao  submit  todis- 
gracefnl  conditions  for  tbe  pounds,  shilling.'',  and 
peac«  he  would  make  by  a  renewal  of  intercourse 
with  them?  I  presume  he  would  not.  Great 
Britain  and  France,  in  defiance  of  all  law,  jus- 
tice, and  right,  have,  by  their  decrees  and  orders, 
mterdicled  our  trade  to  a  very  great  extent. 
Great  Britain,  however,  will  permit  us  to  trade, 
provided  we  will  agree  to  pay  her  for  the  privi- 


lege. Now,  sir.  it  appears  lo  me  that  we  ranat 
resist  iheir  decrees  and  orders  by  war,  non-inler- 
conrse,  or  we  must  submit.  Are  we  lo  be  told 
that  honor  and  independence  are  out  of  tbe  quea- 
tion,  and  that  we  ou([ht  to  submit  to  disgraceful 
condiiioas  fur  the  sake  of  trade,  because  we  shalt 
make  money  by  if?    Surety  not. 

However  tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut  and 
myself  may  differ  in  other  respects,  I  cnncur  with 
him  in  opinioa  that  we  have  nothing  ft)  hope 
from  the  friendship  or  justice  of  tiie  belligerents, 
and  that  the  most  efficient  meaas  of  coercing 
them  is  by  operating  on  their  interest.  If,  then, 
his  position  be  correct,  that  our  only  means  of 
bringing  Great  Briiain  to  terms  is  lo  affect  ber 
interest,  and  if  it  is  true,  as  is  generally  believed, 
that  our  commerce  is  very  advantageous  to  Great 
Britain,  shall  we  not,  by  suspending  that  com- 
merce, operate  on  her  interest,  and  will  not  b« 
interest  induce  her  lo  do  us  justice,  in  order  to 
renew  it  ?  The  gentleman  from  Connei:tieul  baa 
told  us  that  our  embargo,  with  ibe  aid  of  a  non- 
importation act,  would  produce  oo  effect,  becauis 
the  West  India  planters  can  convert  their  lUffar- 
planialions  mto  cornfields,  and  that  therefore  Iney 
could  not  be  starved.  Does  tbe  gentleman  sup- 
pose any  man  nf  common  sense  ever  believed 
that  this  system  of  starving,  as  it  has  been  calleii, 
would  destroy  the  belligerenis?  No,  sir;  it  was 
expected  lo  operate  upon  Iheir  interest — the  only 
way  in  which  the  gentleman  tells  us  they  can 
be  coerced.  If,  as  the  gentleman  supposes,  tbe 
West  India  planters  wilt  be  compelled  by  oar 
embargo  to  employ  llieir  capital  and  land  in  the 
culture  of  corn  in  order  to  subsist,  will  th«y  not 
be  materially  injured  by  it?  Will  nut  the  ship- 
ping interest  engaged  ia  carrying  West  India  pro- 
duce to  Europe  be  injured,  and  will  not  the  con- 
sumers in  the  mother  country  be  injured  by  a 
rise  in  the  prices  of  West  India  produce,  inde- 
pendent of  the  injury  to  the  Government  oo  tbe 
score  of  revenue  ?    If  il  had  been  the  interest  of 

far  planters  lo  employ  any  portion  of  tbeit 
in  raising  corn,  it  is  wonderful  they  have 
made  the  discovery.  The  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  has  also  informed  us  that 
these  islands  can  be  supplied  from  other  coun- 
tries. If  other  countries  can  supply  the  West 
Indies  with  those  articles  which  tbey  have  here- 
tofore received  from  the  United  States,  I  would 
thank  the  gentleman  to  Inform  us  why  those  other 
countries  have  not  rivalled  us  in  this  market;  for 
it  is  not  a  new  one  ;  it  has  been  known  a  gresl 
length  nf  lime.  Those  countries  from  which 
these  island?  caa  be  supplied  must  have  been,  I 
presume,  employed  heretofore  in  more  lucrative 
pursuits;  and,  according  t'j  a  position  advanced 
i  by  the  gentleman  himself  on  the  subject  of 
manufactures,  those  other  countries  could  not 
be  induced  to  abandon  suddenly  their  present 
pursuits,  in  order  lo  supply  tbe  West  India  mar- 
ket. If  Great  Britain  can  procure  these  supplies 
elsewhere,  it  cannot  he  her  iuierest  to  do  so,  be- 
cause it  is  not  presumable  that  she  can  procure 
them  on  as  good  terms  as  from  the  United  Sutei. 
The  gentleman  has  informed   us  that  Great 
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Britain  cao  be  supplied  with  cotion  Trom  (he 
Easl  Indies  and  olhpr  countries.  I  will  ask  the 
gentleman  if  Great  Britain  can  procure  ibis  ar- 
ticle from  the  East  Indies  eod  other  countries  in 
sufficieut  quaniilf,  nnil  on  as  good  terms  as  from 
the   United  Slates?     ir  she  cannot,  which  I  sup- 

Eose  to  be  the  case,  the  mwi  feel  our  embarzo  id 
er  manufactures— one  of  the  vilal  sources  of 
ber  strength  and  prosperity.  We  arc  told  [hat  a 
non-iD^oriation  act  would  have  no  efT^ci,  because 
it  could  not  be  enforced;  smuggliDg  would  be 
carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent.  That  a  Don- 
impoitariau  act  would,  like  all  other  iaws.be  par- 
tially violated,  was  to  be  expected.  Every  law 
is  violated,  but  with  due  vigilance  such  a  meas- 
ure could  be  enforced  to  a  very  great  eitenl. 
TThi*  measure   would   not   be  efficient,  says  the 

fentlenian,  because  Qreal  Britain  will  find  a  mar- 
el  for  her  [nanufactures  in  New  Spain  and 
South  America.  I  will  ask  ihc  genljeraen,  whe- 
ther South  America  has  not  been  supplied  hereto- 
fore with  British  manufaelurei  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  docs  the  gentleman  seriously  believe 
that  she  would  Gnd  a  market  in  that  country 
for  the  immense  quantity  of  her  manufactures 
hitherto  consumed  in  the  United  States? 

Although  the  geailemaD  has  not,  in  bis  resolu- 
tiiin  to  repeat  the  embargo,  proposed  a  substitute, 
he  intimated  in  his  argument  that  we  ought  to 
arm  our  commerce  against  nil  nations.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  Iwill  adhere  to  this  embargo 
•ystem  if  a  better  cati  be  devised  )  but  before  I 
embrace  a  substitute,  I  must  be  informed  how  it 
is  to  operate;  the  gentleman  must  iherefore  ex- 
cuse me  for  propounding  a  few  questions  to  him 
in  relation  lo  this  measure.  I  wish  to  be  informed, 
would  not  such  a  measure  be  war  with  France 
■Dd  Great  Britain,  or  should  we  not  by  such  a 
measure  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  commercial 
interest  to  embroil  us  with  which  nation  they 
pleased  ]  Is  it  probable  that  our  merchants  would 
run  the  risk  of  fighting  their  way  to  the  Cooti- 
neut  of  Europe,  with  loaded  vessels,  in  deGance  of 
the  British  navy  1  Is  it  not  more  probable  that 
Great  Britain  would  have  agents  in  this  country 
to  sell  licenses  to  our  merchants  to  trade  to  the 
Coniineat,  and  would  not  our  merchants  fur  their 
own  security  secretly  purchase  and  trade  under 
those  liceoseal  If  the  object  of  Great  Britain 
be  a  commercial  monopoly,  and  we  remove  our 
embargo,  would  it  not  be  in  the  power  of  the 
British  merchants,  by  a  tecret  uaderstandiD^r 
with,  and  the  connivance  of  their  Guverntnent, 
by  agents  and  secret  partners  in  the  United  States, 
to  carry  on  the  very  trade  to  the  Continent  which 
Oreal  Britain  interdicts  to  us?  I  have  been  led 
to  make  these  inquiries  by  reading  the  memorial 
of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore,  presented  lo  the 
Government  in  1806,  respecting  neutral  trade, 
knd  which  was  signed  by  men  of  all  parlies,  in 
which  it  was  positively  charged  that  the  object 
of  Great  Britain  in  harassing  our  trade,  was  to 
cripple  American  commerce  and  promote  her 
own,  and  that  she  granted  licenses  to  neutrals  to 
carry  on  the  trade  which  she  interdicted.  1  will 
read  it: 
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"  It  liu  been  said  that,  by  embaiking  in  the  colanj 
trade  of  either  of  thn  belligerents,  neutral  nations,  in 
some  sort,  interpoM  in  the  war,  since  they  uaiit  anil 
serTe  the  belligerent,  in  whoae  Irnde  they  so  embark. 
It  is  a  lUflicieDt  ananer  to  this  obaervition,  that  tb« 
■BQiB  couisB  of  reasoning  would  prove  that  Dculrak 
ought  to  discoDtinuB  oil  trade  wbalBoever  with  thepar- 
tiee  at  war.  A  continuance  of  their  accustomed  peaca 
trade  assists  and  serves  tbe  belligerent  nith  whom  it  is 
continued  ;  and  if  this  effect  were  anfficient  to  mike  a 
tnde  unneutral  and  illega!.  the  best  estabhshed  and 
most  useful  trsflie  would,  of  course,  become  so.  But 
Great  Britain  •applies  us  with  another  answer  lo  this 
notion,  that  our  interferenee  in  the  trade  of  Uie  colo- 
nies of  her  enemies  is  unlawful,  because  they  are  ben- 
efited by  it.  It  is  known  that  the  same  trade  is,  and 
long  ha*  been,  carried  on  by  British  subjecte,  and  your 
memorialists  feci  IhemseWeabaundloatste  that,  accord* 
ing  to  atithentic  information  lately  received,  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain  does,  at  this  moment,  grant 
liceniea  lo  neutral  veaseli,  taking  in  a  proportion  of 
their  cargoes  there,  to  proceed  on  trading  voyages  to 
the  colonies  of  Spain,  from  which  she  would  exeludo 
us,  upon  the  condition,  that  the  return  cargoes  shall 
be  carried  to  Great  Britain  to  swell  the  gains  of  her 
merchants,  and  to  give  her  a  monopoly  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  world.  Thta  great  belligerent  i^hl,  then, 
upon  which  so  much  baa  been  supposed  to  depend, 
sinks  into  an  article  of  barter.  It  is  used,  not  aa  a 
hostile  instrument,  wielded  by  a  warlike  Stale,  by 
which  her  enemies  are  to  be  wounded,  or  their  colonioa 
Eubdued,  but  as  the  selfiah  means  of  commercial  ag- 
grandiiemenl,  lo  the  impoveriabment  and  ruin  of  ber 
friends;  as  an  engine  by  which  Great  Britain  is  to  ba 
lifted  up  to  a  vast  height  of  prosperity,  and  the  tra<fe 
of  neutrals  crippled,  and  crushed,  and  destroyed." 

According  to  the  course  of  reasoning  adopted 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  the  object  of 
Great  Britain  in  blockading  the  Continent  is  not 
to  starve  it;  it  must  iherefore  be  to  secure  to  her- 
self the  benefit  of  all  the  commerce  carried  on 
wiih  the  Continental  Powers.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  while  those  who  were  trading  under  the 
licenses  of  foreign  Governments  were  making 
their  fortunes,  the  honest  Americans,  who  would 
not  coa^ieui  to  degrade  their  country  by  naviga- 
ting ibe  ocean  under  the  protection  of  any  Gov- 
ernment but  their  own.  would  be  plundered  by 
both  belligerents.  If  we  are  lo  consider  (he  bel- 
ligerent nations  as  pirntea,  no  loneer  bound  by 
(hose  principles  of  public  law  to  which  civilized 
nations  have  hitherto  subscribed,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  purchase  our  rights  on  the  seas,  let  us 
do  it  as  a  nation,  by  paying  them  a  sum  In  gross, 
and  thereby  place  our  citizens  on  equal  ground. 
We  are  told  that  we  can  carry  on  a  considerable 
commerce  with  cuuntties  not  within  the  scope  of 
the  decrees  or  orders  of  (he  belligerents.  Tliis 
argument  is  specious  and  capiivaiing,  let  us  ex- 
amine it,  for  1  feel  as  much  solicitude  as  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  opposition  to  remove  this  embareo 

as  well  as  on  the  subject  of  an  armed  commerce, 
the  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  requesting  in- 
rormaiion.  If  we  remove  our  embargo  as  to 
Portugal  and  other  places  to  which  our  trade  ia 
not  interdicted,  and  tty  a  law  declare  thai  our  cit- 
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BUS  (ball  trade  ooty  to  those  couDlriea  permitted 
if  tbt  beSligerenis.  would  not  that  be  submission 
ID  their  orders  and  d«crees  ;  and  if  we  open  our 
porb,  and  resCrict  our  commerce  to  those  coun- 
iries  eouJd  we  ever  ariervards  bope  for  a  relaxa- 
doDoflhe  British  Orders  of  CouDcill  Wotild 
not  GiMt  Sritain  have  every  iaducement  to  per- 
peinie  such  a  slate  of  things,  which  would  a(- 
toiiiokei  the  benefits  of  our  commerce  without 
iDiEcoovenieDceB? 

negentleraaa  from  CouDeciieul  has  inform- 
«rfBtbat  the  object  of  the  Adminisiratioo,  in 
i^iog  ihe  present  system,  is  to  put  dowti  com- 
munt  aad  promote  manufactures. 

If  Ihe  Admisistration  ha«  any  concealed  mo- 
tile far  thid  measure,  I  am  a  stranger  to  it.  It 
imll  known  that  it  has  been  a  favorite  object 
with  the  present  Adminislralioa  to  pay  the  pub- 
hcdebl,8nd  it  fvould  be  strange  indeed  that  it 
should  pursue  a  system  which  cuts  offouronly 
soDrEc  of  TBTenue,  This  conjecture  of  the  gen- 
tlcnUD  is  too  improbable  to  require  a  serious  ref- 
■UtioD.  On  the  policy  of  promoting  manufac- 
iHtesl  shall  make  but  a  few  remarks,  as  it  wili 
btmfietbe  a  subject  of  distinct  consideration.  1 
haie  sapposed  that  it  'would  be  sound  policy  in 
this  Gaiernment  to  diminish,  in  some  degree,  the 
ioductiueals nonr  held  out  to  our  citizens  to  em- 
bark in  foreign  commerce,  and  induce  them  to 
in resr  their  money  in  ifaeJDlcrior;  the  increase 
of  mauurac lures  ivuutd  lessen  our  dependence  on 
f<m^DalioD«.  and  render  as  more  dependent  on 
eich  other.  There  "would  be  more  intercourse 
hctweeg  the  people  of  the  diSerent  States,  which 
woaU  trad  to  nationalize  us,  and  give  more 
Httngth  and  permanency  to  the  American  Union. 
To  vlut  extent  thin  policy  should  be  carried,! 
iciiiot  now  prepared  to  say.  A  distinction  has 
been  taken  betvreen^ative  and  foreign  commerce, 
or  >kit  is  more  commonly  called  the  carrying 
init.  The  policy  of  encouraging  our  citizens 
u  participate  in  tlie  carrying  trade  is  one  thing, 
(nroartume  rights  is  another.  The  gentlemen 
in  ibe  opposition  complain  that  this  measure  bears 
^^itrly  bard  on  the  commercial  States.  On 
tMnbject  of  commerce,  as  all  others  of  national 
KHera,  1  am  disposed  to  consider  the  United 
8i«B«saa  integer,  and  to  forgetthe  lines  of  par- 
Mmky  which  'we  are  separated  into  different 
Stun  and  d)!<trict<i,  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
goicnnent;  but  as  the  gentleman  have  coo- 
Insiri  the  co'mmerciat  with  the  agricultural 
States-lam  willingto  meet  them.  Ihad  thought 
that  liiis  rneasure,  if  its  pressure  was  greater 
Dpon  one  part  of  the  country  than  another,  oper- 
ated mote  severely  upon  the  growers  of  cotton 
thiD  any  other  part  of  the  nation,  and  they  ought, 
if  iaftueoced  fay  pecuniary  considerations,  to  be 
the £r»t  to  complain.  The  people  Irepresent  are 
an  agricultural  people,  and  I  ask  the  genlleman 
of  what  importance  it  is  (o  i hem  whether  their 
produce  is  carried  in  foreign  or  American  ves- 
«1>7  For  what  are  the  agricultural  people  now 
•afiering,  but  to  maintain  our  maritime  rights. 
Sir.  we  are  willing  to  discard  all  calculations  of 
pn^t  or  loai,  and  make  a  common  cause  with 


our  brethren  of  other  Stales  in  defence  of  our 

national  rights  and  independence- 
It  appears  to  me,  sir,  thai  the  commercial  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  the  last  to  complain.  Our  Got- 
ernment  has  imposed  difcriminaling' tonnage  du- 
ties, to  give  our  own  vessels  an  advantage  in  our 
own  ports  over  foreigners.  We  have  remitted 
the  duties  on  foreign  articles  imported  into  the 
United  States,  iutended  for  exportation.  Our 
Qorernment   has   evinced    every   disposition   to 

rights.  We  are  told  that  the  people  are  opposed 
to  this  measure.  To  the  voice  of  a  free  people  I 
shall  always  how  with  reverence.  But,  sir.  it 
ousht  to  be  remembered  that  in  thin  country  the 
will  of  the  maiority  must  prevail  j  it  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  or  our  Government,  and  if  we 
are  to  judge  from  recent  events,  a  great  majority 
of  the  nation  are  in  favor  of  this  measure.  We 
are  informed,  and  it  has  been  intimated  on  thii 
floor,  that  rebellion  in  the  Eastern  Slaies  will  be 
the  probable  consequence  of  perseverance  in  ibis 
measure.  Are  we  to  be  driven  from  the  course 
dictated  by  the  public  interest  by  alarms  of  thi.i 
sorll  Are  we  to  be  told  by  a  mlnorllv  that  we 
must  recede  from  the  ground  we  have  taken ;  that 
we  must  admit  the  Government  has  not  sufficient 
eaergy  to  enforce  its  authority,  or  that  tbey  will 
rebel?  Will  gentlemen  inform  us  who  they  are 
that  are  prepared  to  erect  the  standard  of  rebel- 
lion against  their  own  Government  on  the  very 
graves  of  the  brave  Boalooians  who  first  raised 
the  standard  of  American  independence!  They 
must  be  some  new  people  wbo  have  obtruded 
themselves  upon  our  shores;  Ihey  cannot  be  Amer- 
icans; I  will  not  think  so  unworthily  of  my 
countrymen.  I  believe  the  American  people  are 
generally  attached  to  their  Government;  I  trust 
it  is  but  Ihe  clamor  of  the  moment,  which  will 
cease  the  moment  the  will  of  the  doTernment 
shall  be  decisively  and  constitutionally  expressed. 
It  lias  been  frequently  said  that  Grtal  Britain  is 
fighting  for  the  liberties  of  the  world;  that  she 
is  the  only  barrier  between  France  and  universal 
dominion,  and  therefore  that  our  weight  ought  to 
he  thrown  into  the  scale  of  England,  to  assist 
her  in  this  mighty  conflict.  If  our  friendship  is 
necessary  to  England,  ought  she  not  to  entitle 
herself  to  it,  at  least  to  do  us  justice  and  respect 
our  rights  7  Shall  we  submit  to  insults  and  indig- 
nities from  Great  Britain  to  induce  her  to  save 
us  from  subjugation  by  France  1  Shall  we  ad- 
rait  for  a  moment  that  we  cannot  maintain  our 
independence?  The  gentlemen  in  the  opposi- 
tion have  protested  agaiasi  submission ;  ihey  have 
not  declared  themselves  for  war;  if  Ihey  are  for 
it,  I  hope  they  will  avow  it;  ihey  have  proposed 
no  substitute.  I  am  not  ptt'parcd  to  say  how 
long  good  policy  will  justify  a  continuance  of  the 
present  system;  but,  air.  I  am  ready  to  declare 
that  [  will  adhere  lo  it  until  a  better  can  be  sub- 
stituted. If  it  be  true,  as  the  genlleman  from 
Connecticut  has  informed  us,  that  the  most  effi- 
cient means  of  coercing  Great  Britain,  is  to  af- 
fect her  inieresi,  and  if  it  be  true  that  our  embar- 
go will  compel,  the  West  India  plauters  to  ooa- 
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veri  iheir  su^ar  planiatioDs  into  cornBelJs  for 
subiislence;  iT  it  ivill  produce  a  scarcity  of  cot- 
ton io  Great  Britain,  or  eahaoce  the  price ;  if  by 
a  nuD-irDportation  act  we  can  Jeprivc  her  of  a 
marlteC  for  rt'large  porlioQ  uf  her  maourBctures. 
ibc  present  systetn,  with  the  additioti  of  a  doh- 
importttlioQ  act,  if  firmly  adhered  to,  and  well 
executed,  may  have  the  desired  eSeci.  When  1 
cast  my  eyes  OTer  these  States,  and  observe  the 
freedom  and  happiness  tliey  enjoy,  1  feel  con- 
strained to  pause,  before  1  consent  to  take  a  step 
which  wili  involve  Ihem  in  ihe  calamities  of 
war.  Wbeo  I  consider  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  coutest  between  the  two  |;reat  belligereals  of 
Europe,  1  feel  very  unwilling  io  be  drawn  into 
the  vortex,  lest  the  Tale  of  this  happy  nation  may 
become  too  closely  connected  with  tbe  destiny  of 
one  or  the  otber  of  these  contending  Powers.  At 
the  same  time  that  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make 
war  tbe  last  alternative,  I  kuow  the  Americi 
people  wouldprefer  to  meet  it,  rnlher  than  su 
mit  to  a  aacrifice  of  their  national  independent 
The  conduct  of  the  belligerents,  and  the  state  of 
our  country,  furnish  strong  reasons  for  heliei 
that  the  period  is  not  distant,  when  thia  alterna- 
tive must  be  accepted,  if  the  present  system  should 
provi>  inefficient.  I  hope  I  have  not,  in  the  warmth 
of  debate,  violated  that  decorum  which  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Senate  requires  to  be  observed.  I 
certainly  have  not  intended  it.  1  shall  conclude 
with  requesting  gentlemen  to  reflect,  that  io  this 
hour  of  difficulty  and  danger  unanimity  consti- 
tutes the  basis  of  our  national  security. 

Mr.  White. — 1  have  listened  with  great  pleas- 
ure to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Popg.) 
who  has  just  sat  down  ;  but,  although  entertain- 
ed with  his  eloquence,  have  not  been  convinced 
by  his  arguments.  1  shall  not  follow  him  through 
the  New  England  memorials,  nor  discuss  with 
him  the  policy  of  a  non-intercourse  law,  as  that 
is  not  the  question  before  the  Senate;  neither 
shall  I  join  issue  with  him  as  to  the  apparent  eX' 
pediency  of  laying  an  embargo  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress;  but  1  will  endeavor  to  show  that 
the  operation  of  this  measure  upon  the  country, 
has  been  such  asnowealU  most  imperiously  upun 
before  us.  Th' 
ladroitteUonallsides, 
d  the  anxiety  known  to  exi^t throughoutevery 
section,  and  almost  in  every  individual  of  the 
community,  in  relation  to  tbe  decision  now  about 
to  be  Rad  upon  it,  is  the  fullest  evidence  of  the 
deepand  unusual  degree  of  interest  universally 
felt  throughout  the  country,  and  attaches  to  the 
rote  we  are  to  give  tbe  highest  responsibility. 
Such  ■  responsibility  I  am  not  willing  to  meet 
without  assigning  some  of  the  reasons  that  influ- 
ence my  opinion.  And  this  I  shall  do  the  more 
cheerfully,  as  I  know  they  will  be  in  conformity 
with  the  sentiments  of  a  vast  portion  of  those 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  The  embargo, 
when  laid,  was  admitted  to  be  a  mere  experiment, 
but  one  which  we  were  admonished  not  to  resist, 
as  it  was  to  do  great  things  for  the  United  States. 
It  was,  in  a  few  months,  to  reduce  the  West  Indies 
to  a  siftte  of  slarvatioD,  and  to  bring  tbe  two  great 


belligerent  Powers  of  Europe  to  our  feet.  In  tbe 
prophetic  language  of  tbe  President,  it  was  to 
''keep  in  safety  our  mercbaodiBe,  our  vessels. apd 

our  seamen,  those  essential  resources;"  and  we 
were  told,  on  all  sides,  by  tbe  numerous  advocates 
of  the  measure,  that  it  would  speedily  bring  the 
French  and  British  Governments  to  a  sense  of 
juslicf.  But  has  it.  or  i.f  it  likely  to  accomplish 
any  of  these  desirable  objects?  I  grant  you,  it 
has  kept  our  merchandise  in  safety,  if  by  that  was 
intended  to  lock  up  in  our  barns  and  storehotisea 
all  the  produce  of  our  country  to  rot  upon  our 
hands.  And  as  to  our  dismantled,  ark-roofed  ves- 
sels, they  are  indeed  decaying  in  safety  at  our 
wharves;  presenting  daily  to  the  merchant  a  mel- 
ancholy memento  of  his  present  or  approaching 
ruin,  and  forming  a  suitable  monument  to  the 
memory  of  our  departed  commerce.  But,  where 
are  your  seamen  1  Gone,  sir;  driven  into  foreign 
exile  io  search  of  subsistence;  The  very  meas- 
ure that  was  to  preserve  them  to  their  country 
has  banished  them  from  it,  and  many  of  iheia 
forever.  Even  the  vigilance  and  terrors  of  our 
gunboat  navy  have  not  been  sufBcient  to  confine 
and  starve  them  in  our  ports.  Bui,  sir,  the  most 
mortifying  disappointment  we  have  to  sustain,  is 
the  total  indifference  with  which  this  boasted 
measure  of  our  Administration  has  been  treated 
by  both  the  belligerents.  Instead  of  coercing 
them  lodousjustice,  wenowknowofBcirillythat  It 
is  neither  felt  nor  thought  of  in  France ;  and  the 
British,  sii  far  from  offering  us  terms  on  the  sub- 
ject, will  not  even  ask  us  to  take  it  Dfl".  Here,  I 
will  beg  leave  to  read  a  short  passage  from  Mr. 
Cannine's  letter  Io  Mr.  Pinfcriey,  of  ibe  23d  of 
September  last,  showing  most  distinctly  the  sense 
and  determination  of  the  British  Government  on 
this  subject ; 

"  HtB  Majesty  (says  Mr.  Canning)  sees  nothing  in 
the  embargo  laid  on  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  Aroerlca,  which  varies  this  original  and  liia- 
ple  state  of  the  question.  If  cnnsideied  as  s  loeasure 
of  imp&rtial  hostility  aicBtnst  both  belligerents,  tbe  em- 
bargo appesrs  to  His  Msjeity  to  have  been  maDiTeatlj 
unjust,  as,  according  to  every  principle  of  justice,  that 
redress  aught  to  have  been  first  sought  from  the  par^ 
originating  the  wrong;  and  His  Majesty  cannot  con- 
sent to  boy  off  that  hoitility  which  America  ought  not 
to  have  extended  to  him,  at  the  expense  of  a  conco- 
■ion  made,  oat  to  America,  but  to  France. 

"  If,  BB  it  has  been  mare  generally  represented 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  embargo 
is  only  to  be  considered  as  an  innocent, muntcipalreg' 
ulation,  which  affects  none  but  the  United  States  them- 
sclveg,  and  with  which  na  foreign  Stale  has  any  con- 
cern ;  viewed  in  tliia  light,  His  Majesty  docs  not 
conceive  that  he  has  the  right,  or  tbe  pretenaion,  to 
make  any  complaint  of  it,  and  he  baa  made  none.  But 
in  this  light  there  appears  not  only  no  reciprocity,  bat 
no  assignable  relation  between  the  repeal  by  the  tfait- 
ed  Slates  of  a  measure  of  volnntary  Bolf-reetriclion,  and 
the  surrender  by  His  Majesty  of  his  right  of  retaliation 
against  hie  enemies." 

Here  the  embargo,  as  a  measure  of  coercion  Oi 
retaliation  on  our  part,  is  officially  treaied  by  the 
British  Minister  even  with  ridicule;  he  taunt- 
ingly admits,  indeed,  what  is  UDfortunaiety  too 
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int.  ihti  it  is  a  rpgulatioa  which  aOecIs  none  but 
iheUoiied  Slates  ikemselvea,  and  lells  us  that 
Hi*  Majesty  neither  iloes  nor  meaiiK  to  conipJaia 
otii.  And  although  the  ^FDlleman  Trom  Kea- 
luck}  iorornis  tix,  he  has  not  met  wilh,  yel  I  hare 
Mentrrcenl  report  made  by  a  French  Minister 
to  the  Emperor,  in  which  Uie  embargo  is  approved 
of  igd ipplauded  as,  what  il  really  is,  a  measure 
laionbie  to  them,  and  an  act  of  great  setf-deniBl 
HHTpirt.  Under  alt  iherc  circumstances,  and 
(n.7  gtntlemao  here  knows  the  facts  I  slate  10 
ieeixrtti,  wby,  in  the  name  of  Heaven, continue 
a!  What  beoeGcial  end  cno  it  produce?  The 
notitTf  is,  at  this  moment,  bleeding  at  every  pore 
oadir  II,  without  the  remotest  prospect  or  prohn- 
biliiy  of  nltimalely  deiivins  [be  least  possible 
idTinuge  or  security  from  the  measure.  And 
ti  LI  IS  not  amon^  the  least  discoutaging;  of  the 
citeamslances  belonging  to  the  present  state  of 
ibiDCs,  that  we  are  able  to  make  no  calculation  as 
to  the  probable  time  when  we  shall  see  the  end  of 
ibe  evil  -,  for,  upon  the  same  principle  that  the 
embargo  is  cODlinued  now,  it  may  be  continued 
for  twenty  or  for  forty  years,  or  at  least  during 
tbe  war  between  the  two  great  contending  Pow- 
ers of  Barope,  which.  I  presume,  no  gentleman 
here  expects  will  be  at  an  end  in  Ihe  life  of  the 
nresent  Emperor  of  France,  and  as  long  as  an 
cnflisbmio  exists  with  the  means  and  courage 
to  deCead  the  independence  of  his  country. 

lam  willing  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  what 
ibe  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  just 
now  in  sobilance  declared,  ihal  ihe  gentlemen 
who  snpiMirted  the  embargo  laws  at  the  last  ses' 
tion  opoD  this  floor,  supposed  they  would  be 
ipMdily  prodactive  of  great  and  beneficial  resulls 
DpOD  oni  foreign  relations ;  that  they  would  bring 
the  two  great  belligerents,  and  especially  England, 
to  jmt  and  reasonable  terms;  and  thai  Ihere 
woald  be  no  occasion  for  continuing  them  longer 
iban  till  ibey  should  be  known  on  the  other  side 
rfthe  Atlantic.  But  in  all  this  they  now  see 
udkaow  Iheif  mistake;  they  now  know,  from  tbe 
Dosi  aaihentic  sources,  thai  these  laws  have  pro- 
iatFd  no  alteration  in  the  conduct  of  either 
¥nKe  or  England  in  relation  to  us ;  tkat,  in  fact. 
^are  applauded  by  tbe  one.  and  treated  with 
CMiempi  and  derision  by  the  other,  while  we  are 
mtitUt*  the  suffering  and  bleeding  victims  of  the 
nek  apui  wliich  we  vainly  expected  (0  torture 

/f  isibe  fate  of  humanity  to  err;  the  wisest  and 
the  beat  of  men  are  liable  to  it.  And  all  we  ask 
oTdiese  honorable  gentlemen  now,  is  to  come  ont 
v^ly  and  acknowledge,  in  the  face  of  the  na- 
tioQ.  tbe  egregious  mistake  into  which  they  fell, 
and  nnite  with  as  in  redressing  the  Injuries  and 
healing  tbe  wounds  they  have  so  unnecessarily 
inlliein]  upon  their  devoted  country.  I  make 
ihb  appeal  to  them  with  tbe  more  confidence,  be- 
catne  1  know  every  geotleman  here  has  too  much 
cbaiaeter  and  patriotism  lo  be  influenced  by  tbe 
pride  of  opinion  lo  consistency  in  political  error. 
I  will  submit  to  you,  Mr.  President  whether  we 
bave  not  before  us  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that 
the  Adminblration  themselves  are  now  conviuc 


ed  of  the  impolicy  of  this  measure,  and  would 
willioely  get  rid  of  it,  if  they  could  do  so,  con- 
sistently with  tbe  character  of  infallibility  they 
wish  to  preserve  in  the  public  opinion.  1  deduce 
Ibis  conclusion  from  tlie  ofler  they  say  they  have 
recently  made  to  the  British  Government  to  lake 
ofl'  ihe  embargo  as  to  them,  and  to  continue  it  as 
to  France,  provided  they  would  rescind  their  Or- 
ders of  Council.  An  offer,  which,  ifiadeed  made 
unencumbered  with  other  terms,  is  a  complete 
acknowledgment  of  a  conviction  of  error  on  the 
part  of  the  Administration  ;  because,  afier  they 
oad  subjected  the  country  to  all  tbe  deprivations, 
and  ruinous  effects  of  the  embargo  for  more  than 
six  months,  il  was  coming  to  (be  precise  srounil 
we  were  requested  to  lake  in  relation  to  France, 
by  the  British  Governmeni,  a  year  before  ibe  em- 
bargo was  laid,  in  tbe  famous  note  of  Lords  Hol- 
land and  Auckland  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pink- 
oey,  accompanying  tbe  British  Treaty  formed  by 
those  geotlemeo.  AH  ibey  then  asked  of  us  was, 
that  we  should  "not  acquiesce  in  the  palpable 
violation  of  our  rights  directed  by  the  Berlin  de- 
cree if  atlempled  to  be  enforced  ;"  and  surely  they 
could  not  have  contemplated  more  than  that,  if 
France  did  attemtit  to  enforce  that  decree;  we 
would  interdict  all  intercourse  with  her,  and  con- 
tinue our  commerce  wilh  Greai  Briiaiii  ;  which 
would  be  the  very  effect  of  the  stipulation  recent- 
ly proposed.  This  proposition  from  the  British 
Qovernment,  however,  ia  December,  1806,  was 
spurned  wilh  disdain  ;  and  now,  afier  the  country 
is  half  ruined  wjlb  the  experiment  of  a  perpetual 
embargo,  such  as  I  believe  was  never  before  prac- 
tised upon  any  people,  we  condescend  to  beg  those 
very  terms,  and  they  refuse  10  grant  them.  Sir, 
the  truth  is,  the  Administration  must  now  be  con- 
vinced that  tbe  embargo  is  injuring  no  one  but 
ourselves,  and  us  it  must  eventually  ruin  if  per- 
sisted in.  I  regret,  loo.  this  proposition  was  made, 
because  it  has  furnished  to  Mr.  Canning  an  op- 
portunity of  offering  a  most  sarcastic  insult  to  tbe 
Government  of  this  country.  He  tells  Mr.  Pink- 
ney  in  reply  to  It,  that  "  His  Majesty  would  not 
'  hesitate  to  contribute  in  any  manner  in  bis  pow- 
'er  to  restore  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
'  States  iis  wonted  activity  ;  and  if  il  were  posai- 
'  b!e  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  the  repeal  of  tbe 


nbargo,  without  appearing  to  dctirecate  it  ai  a 
leasure  of  hostility,  he  would  gladly  have  fa- 
cilitated its  removal  as  a  measure  of  inconveni- 


t  restriction  upon  tbe  American  people."  His 
Majesty  would  not  hesitate  to  contribute  in  any 
manner  in  his  power  to  restore  lo  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States  its  wonted  activity,  and  if  it 
were  posaihk',  without  any  sacrifice,  for  the  repeal 
of  the  embargo,  would  eladly  facililaleils  remo- 

upon  the  American  people.''  1  have  no  faith,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  sincerity  of  this  profession  ;  but 
I  feel  most  sensibly  the  severity  of  the  sarcasm, 
as  applied  to  a  measure  of  our  Adminisiration  thai 
we  were  conSdenily  told  was  to  bring  England 
to  our  own  terms. 

I  will  now,  sir,  with  the  indulgence  oftheSea^ 
ate,  endeavor  to  examine,  as  concisely  and  as  coi< 
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Teclly  as  I  am  capable  of,  the  operation  of  ibe 
embargo  upon  the  commerce  and  genera!  ptosper- 
ity  of  ihe  United  Slates.  According  to  the  lasl 
report  of  Ilic  Secr.'iarf  of  the  Treasury,  it  will 
be  fouod,  that  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture,  exported 
froru  the  Uniied  Srates  in  the  year  prior  lo  ihe 
6r$t  day  of  October,  1807,  amounted  to  $59,643,- 
558.  All  the  reveQiie,  all  the  national  and  com- 
mercial wealth  that  would  have  arisen  from  thin 
very  exiensire  trade,  is  completely  destroyed  by 
the  embargo  ;  ii  is  a  total  loss  lothe  couolryj  thai 
can  never  Be  recovered.  In  the  same  report  it  ap- 
pears that  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of 
ilomestic  growth  and  maDufaclure,  the  actual 
produce  of  our  own  country,  exported  from  the 
United  Slates,  in  the  same  year,  amounted  to 
948,699.593.  The  whole  commercial  profits  and 
Dalional  wealth  that  would  have  arisen  frora  the 
exportation  and  proceeds  of  this  immensely  valu- 
ble  produce  is  for  the  present  lost  to  the  country, 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  merchandise,  the  pro- 
duce itself,  must  be  forever  lost  if  the  embargo  be 
loDg  continued.  All,  or  nearly  all,  the  product  of 
Ihe  fisheries,  amounting  to  92,804,000,  as  likewise 
the  agricultural  produce  of  the  country,  a  few 
articles,  such  as  tobacco,  cotton,  rice.  Sec,  except- 
ed, wbicli  1  have  not  included  in  this  estimate, 
amounting  to  81^,521,000,  mating  in  the  whole 
twenty-one  millions  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  that  must  be  forever  lost  to  (he 
fisherman,  the  farmer,  or  the  mercbaut,  because 
ihey  are  articles  of  a  perishable  kind,  such  as  fish, 
wheat,  flour,  Indian  meal,  flaxseed,  beef,  pork,  &,c.. 
that  will  not  admit  of  being  kept  on  hand  foi 
market.  So  that,  if  Ihe  embargo  be  nowcontin- 
aed,  the  country  in  fact  may  be  said  already  to 
have  sustained  a  clear  lo>s,  in  her  native  produce 
only,  of  more  than  twenty-one  million  of^  dollars 
by  the  measure,  besides  the  duties  that  would  have 
arisen  from  near  a  million  and  a  half  of  tonnage 
DOW  idle  in  our  docks,  and  the  immense  expense 
of  large  detachments  of  militia,  regular  troops, 
and  a  fleet  of  gunboats  to  enforce  the  laws.  And 
bO  obnoxious  are  those  laws,  that,  although  to  en- 
force their  execution,  we  have  blockaded  our  own 
ports,  and  hung  our  own  citizens,  they  are  stitl 
openly  resisted  by  force,  and  seriously  endanger 
the  domestic  tranquillity  of  the  country.  But, 
sir,  it  is  to  be  observed  thai  the  actual  loss  sus- 
tained during  the  embargo,  is  not  the  only  evil 
arising  from  it ;  another  more  permanent  h  to  be 
apprehended.  It  will  have  the  effect  of  throwing 
the  commerce  of  the  world  into  other  and  differ- 
ent channels  ;  of  inducing  foreign  nations  to  seek 
JD  other  countries  what  ihcy  hove  heretofore  been 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  from  us,  and  what  we 
now  deny  them.  In  the  single  arttcle  of  cotton, 
for  instance,  we  now,  oc  did,  export  more  than 
fourteen  million  of  dollars' wortli  annually,  and 
priocipally  supplied  the  British  manufactories 
-with  this  article  ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  tbe 
■oil  ant)  climate  of  tbe  Brazils  are  equally  conge- 
nial to  the  growth  of  this  crop  with  uur  own,  and 
with  due  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  it,  ii 


ien  of  England.    Surely,  then,  1  ahall  be  correct 
Q  Stating,  that  the  embargo  is  a  premia         "" 
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enable  them  ultimately  to  supph 
of  this  very  valuable  staple  of  su 
ern  Siatet.  And  the  intimate 
at  present  to  exist  between  tite 
ment  and  tbe  Regency  of  that  coi 
ly  aid  in  producing  this  result.' 

Now,  sir,  let  me  inquire,  during  tbe  existence 
of  the  present  state  of  things,  whence  we  ate  to 
derive  our  revenue!  A  consideration  certainly 
of  DO  small  imporiance  to  aQovernmentdepenil- 
ing  entirely  for  her  revenue  upon  commerce.  Our 
commerce  is  entirely  at  an  end.  and  of  course  our 
revenue  ;  by  the  way.  another  loss  to  the  nalioa 
of  at  least  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  annually  by 
the  embargo.  This,  I  know,  cannot  be  feltduring 
Ihe  presenl  year,  because  our  Treasury  is  over- 
flowmg  with  the  proceeds  of  the  last.  But,  from 
what  sources  are  you  to  obtain  money  next  year, 
for  the  support  of  Government,  and  the  payment 
of  the  national  debtl  Are  gentlemen  readv  to 
resort  to  a  direct  taxi  No,  sirj  they  love  place 
and  power  loo  well.  That  was  once  done  for  ihi 
purpose  of  raising  money,  I  beli 
commerce,  and  the  people  on  that 
their  servants  a  lesson  that,  1  presume,  win  uui  uc 
shortly  forgotten.  The  President,  I  know,  in  h» 
late  Message,  has  given  a  favorable  account  of 
the  present  state  of  the  Treasury ;  and  most  kindly 
indeed  expresses  much  concern  as  to  the  best  use 
lobe  made  ofihe  surplus  revenue  of  the  next  year. 
Sir,  among  all  the  cares  and  troubles  of  his  suc- 
cessor, I  venture  to  predict  this  will  not  be  one  of 
them ;  he  will  not  be  plagued  with  surplus  reve- 
nue next  year,  Mr,  Jefferson's  overweening  anx- 
iety for  the  public  good  must  have  blinded  him  to 
the  obvious  fact,  that,  before  he  can  be  well  waria 
in  his  seat  at  Monticello,  the  revenue  now  banded 
for  will  be  collected,  and  as,  in  consequence  of  the 
presenl  abandonment  of  commerce,  tnete  will  cer- 
tainly be  no  other  bonds  to  become  due,  it  follows 
necessarily,  in  Ihe  course  of  your  annual  expend- 
itures, that,  by  the  next  meetingof  Congress,  your 
Treasury  must  he  empty ;  to  that,  instead  of  teing 
troubled  with  surplus  revenue,  it  will  require  Bli 
the  fiscal  talents  of  the  next  incumbent  of  the 
Palace,  be  him  whom  he  may,  to  provide  Ibesum 
essential  for  the  support  of  GovernmcDl. 

The  gentlemen   who  advocate  this— I  do  not 

tow  what  to  call  il— terrapin  policy  ;  I  beg  par- 

m.  sir— when  driven  from  every  other  hold,  in- 

iriably  launch  into  futurity,  and  tell  us  that,  f  f 

e  dare  to  put  out  our  heads  in  any  part  of  this 

wide  world,  we  shall  get  them  broke  ;  or,  in  other 

'ords.  if  we  take  off  the  embargo,  we  shall  have 

■ar.     Laying  out  of  view  any  comparison  be- 

veen  the  probable  expense  of  war,  and  Ihe  actual 

iss  annually  sustained  by  the  embargo,  the  for- 

ler  bearing  no  comparison  with  the  latter,  let  us 

(amine,  for  a  moment,  what  foundation  there  is 

for  this  assertion,  and  whether  we  might  not  at 

this  time,  even  admitting  the  British  Orders  of 

Council  lo  have  their  full  operation,  carry  oa 

lafely  a  most  extensive  and  valuable  commerce 
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with  ml  least  ibree-foutibs  of  ibe  commercial 
world.  I  tikve  before  me  tbose  Orilerf  in  Coud- 
cU;  ibe  oalj  restnetive  clause  is  in  tbe  followiog 

"Bb  Majeaty  !■  therefore  plsaanl,  b;  uiil  with  the 
■diicc  of  hu  Privy  Couacit.  to  ordnr,  unci  it  ii  hereby 
atirnii.  that  all  the  porta  and  placei  of  France,  and 
baifin,  or  of  any  othar  country  at  war  with  His 
M^ilj.  and  all  other  porta  or  ptacea,  from  which,  al- 
ihM^  mt  at  war  with  Hia  Majesty,  the  British  flag  is 
arfaded;  and  all  porta  or  p[a«s  in  the  coloniea  belong- 
kg  »  Uia  Majeaty'a  enemies,  shall  from  henceforth  be 
■rijcd  lo  the  aame  reatrictions  in  point  of  trade  and 
BnititioD,  with  the  exceptions  hereafter  mentioned, 
« if  the  same  irete  actually  bloclcndedby  His  Majesty's 
ami  iiTcea  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  manner." 
As  mach  as  I  condemn  and  feci  disposed  to  7e- 
sul  these  arbitrary  regulations,  ihey  certainly  do 
not  interfere 'with,  or  in  atijr  respect  embarrass  our 
(nde  lo  HindostaD,  Cbina,  Java,  Swedeu,  Gib- 
raltar, Eagtand,  Por[ugal,'Sicily,  tbe  whole  exieQt 
of  the  Uediterranean  and  Atlantic  coast  of  Africa, 
Anhia,  the  Weslerti  Isles,  and  Madeira,  Nova 
Seotia,  Canada,  the  Spanish,  Swedish,  ant)  Brit- 
ish West  ladies,  the  Floridas,  Brazils,  and  all  the 
lat  of  Soulh  America,  except  Cayenne,  as  like- 
wise the  Northwest  coast  of  America.  These 
coontriea,  too,  as  will  appear  by  tbe  last  report  of 
the  Secrelarf  of  ihe  Treasury,  receive  annually 
Bnrly  fouT-fiTths  of  the  whole  native  exports  of 
the  United  Siaies,  and  are  certainly,  nooe  ol'ihem, 
notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tleDian  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith.)  within  Ihe 
pttrrlew  of  Ibe  British  Orders  of  Council.  That 
genileoMD,  when  on  ibis  part  of  tbe  subject,  1 
will  do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  told  us 
be  had  risen  in  great  haste,  and  was  unprepared  ; 
aa^iodeed,  sir,  it  would  require  ^reat  haste  aud 
great  want  of  preparation  to  justify  some  of  tlie 
itaiemeots  made  by  tbe  gentleman  to  the  Senate. 
AoMig  other  things  equally  eicravagcnt,  be  told 
ni.iD  ibe  face  of  the  British  Orders  of  Council, 
I  have  just  read,  that  we  were  now  interdicted  by 
thdac  orders  from  any  trade  with  Spain  or  Por- 
lagal ;  aod,  after  referring  to  Mr.  Canning's  reply 
utihecomaiiUee  of  merchants  viz:  "Tbatneu- 
nb  were  not  now  excluded  from  the  ports  of 
fonagai  aod  Spam  by  those  orders,"  Iriumph- 
lailj  asked  us  lo  lell  bim,  as  lawyers,  whether,  if 
■  vtsatl  engaged  in  that  trade  was  carried  into  a 
Briiitb  Court  of  Admiralty,  she  would  be  tried 
by  Mr.  CaDoing's  conversation  with  the  mer- 
cAanii,  or  according  to  tbe  law  of  the  land  'I  1 
aibwei  tbe  gentleman,  not  as  a  lawyer,  but  as  a 
OMD  of  common  sense,  that  she  would  be  tried 
aeeordlDg  lo  the  law  of  Ibe  land.  And  I  wonder 
it  had  DOC  occurred  Co  Ibac  gentleman,  as  a  man 
of  contmon  sense,  that,  according  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  she  must  be  acquitted.  Sir,  the  express 
tanguaze  of  these  orders  is,  "  that  all  ihe  ports 
'aad  places  of  France  and  her  allies,  or  of  any 
■  other  country  at  war  wiib  His  Majesiy,  and  all 
'other  ports  or  places  in  Europe,  from  which, al- 
'thoagn  not  at  war  with  His  Majesiy,  the  British 
'  Bag  is  excluded,"  &e.  And  will  the  gentleman 
lUkdeitake  to  say  here,  that  Spain  and  Porlugal 


are  now  the  allies  of  France,  or  that  the  British 
flag  is  now  excluded  from  their  ports  7  No,  sir. 
Tbe  gentleman  knows  ihey  are,  at  this  moment, 
waging  a  most  exterminating  war  with  France, 
in  defence  of  their  very  existence  ;  and  that  ihey 
derive  their  principal  support  aod  subsistence  un- 
der the  British  flag.  There  is  no  man  who  can 
read  and  understand  plain  English,  and  shall  ex- 
amine these  orders,  but  will  lell  you  in  a  moment 
that  ibe  ports  of  Spain  and  Porlugal,  so  far  from 
being  within  their  spirit,  are  not  now  even  within 
the  letter  of  them.  But,  independent  of  ibis, 
there  was  a  special  proclamation  of  the  King, 
dated  on  the  4tb  of  July  last,  notifying  to  the' 
world  thai  the  blockade  no  longer  existed  as  lo 
the  ports  of  Spain.  The  advices  the  gentleman 
has  been  pleased  to  detail  to  us,  as  received  in 
private  letlers  from  Europe,  I  shall  lake  no  notice 
of;  they  are  entitled  to  none,  unless  be  will  first 
submit  those  letters  to  the  Senate,  and  then  we 
shall  give  to  the  information  they  contain,  tbal 
weight  to  which  the  characters  of  his  correspond- 
ents, and  their  means  of  acquiring  correct  inform- 

Gentlemen,  by  turning  to  the  last  report  oftho 
Secretary,  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  and  I 
wish  them  to  examine  for  themselves,  will  find, 
that  of  the  $48,699,592  worth  of  produce  and 
other  merchandise,  the  actual  growtli  and  manu- 
facture of  our  country  exported  from  the  United 
Stales  in  1807,  we  sent 

To  England  and  ber  dependencies  in  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America      ■         927,917,OT'7 
To  Spain  and  lier  dependencies  in  Eu- 
rope and  America  -        -        -        -    3,998,575 
To  Portugal  and  her  dependencies  In 

Europe  and  America      -        -        -    1,399,616 
To   Sweden  and   Swedish   West  In- 
dies          472,666 

To  China,  the  East  and  We^l  Indies, 
generally, (not  included  above,)  Af- 
rica, and  Northwest  coast  of  Amer- 


Making  in  the  whole  - 


$35,707,842 


Almost  four-fifths  of  the  whole  native  exports 
of  the  United  States  for  that  year,  which  we 
might  export  nearly  as  safely  now  as  then,  but 
for  the  embargo  ;  for  it  cannot,  it  certainly  will 
not,  be  now  contended,  that  any  part  of  this  com- 
merce is  embraced  by  tbe  British  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil; and  the  French  decrees  in  relation  to  it,  from 
a  total  inability  to  execute  them,  are  a  mere  nul- 
lity. It  is  not.  therefore,  as  has  been  said,  the  de- 
crees and  orders  of  foreign  Powers  that  have 
reduced  our  country  to  its  present  distressed  and 
embarrassed  condition.  It  is  our  own  folly,  tbe 
embargo,  thai  now  patsies  ibe  labor,  the  energies, 
and  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  and  locks  up  more 
than  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  the  native 
produce  of  our  country,  Co  perish  and  sink  upon 
our  hands.  I  want  lo  bear,  sir,  for  I  have  not 
heard  fet,  how  this  enormous,  ibis  unnecessary, 
and  ruinous  sacrifice  of  individual  and  national 
wealth]  can  be  justified  lo  the  public.    There  is 
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DO  man  who  balds  more  iadi^nAntly  tbao  I  da, 

those  French  Decrees  and  British  Orders;  but. 
before  tay  Gad,  I  do  most  religiously  believe  that 
tbe  embargo  is  a  thousand  times  more  injurious 
to  ouf  ODUDlry  than  they  both  could  be  rendered. 
Instead  of  availing  oursclvea  of  the  immense!)' 
extensiveand  valuable  commerce  now  open  to  us. 
with  at  least  tbtee-fourihs  of  tbe  commercial 
world,  it  has  now  become  a  great  faror,  if  we  can 
be  permitted,  by  ibe  President  and  his  gunboats, 
lo  sneak  along  shore,  from  one  of  our  portB  lo 
another,  with  as  much  flour  and  porlc  ai  we  can 
eat  on  the  passaf^e. 

Sir,  this  is  the  next  commercial  country  in  the 
world  lo  Eneland  ;  we  are,  in  fact,  in  this  respect, 
tbeir  only  competitors,  and  while,  as  at  present, 
tbey  have  an  opportunity  of  monopolizing  all  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  do  you  believe  Ihey  will 
ever  a^k  you  Id  take  off  the  embargo  laws?  No, 
■ir.  This  would  be  an  act  of  madneiis  in  ihem, 
equal  almost  to  our  continuing  them.  They  do 
not  wish  to  meet  upon  the  ocean  again  their  in- 
dustrious and  enterprising  rivals.  Tbey  are,  no 
doubt,  pleased  to  £ee  us  shackling  and  crippling 
ourselves. 

Much  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  on  the  subject  of  liibuie, 
and  in  a  manner  I  do  not  well  UDderstand,  unless 
it  be  to  retort  upon  the  gentleman  bis  own  lan- 
guage, ad  captandum.  I  wish  it,  however,  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  no  part  of  tbe  com- 
merce. I  have  undertaken  to  show  tbe  Uoited 
States  might  now  carry  on,  would  be  subject  lo 
any  tribute.  I  wish  it  to  be  further  understood, 
air,  that  I  would  not  only  see  Ibis  country  clad  in 
homespun,  hut  covered  in  sackcloth  and  ashes, 
lather  than  that  she  should  consent  to  pay  tribute. 
1  would  see  every  commercial  city  upon  our 
■bores,  and  every  rng  of  canvass  we  hold  in 
flames.  I  would  see  our  soil  smoking  with  the 
best  blood  of  its  inhabilaots,  and  the  bones  of  our 
citizens  mingled  with  tbe  nshes  of  iheir  dwell- 
inss,  rather  than  see  this  people  bubmit  to  pay 
tribute  to  any  nation  on  earth.  I  trust  there  is 
not  in  either  Hou^e  a  member  who  would  not 
sooner  risk  bis  life,  and  Fpill  his  blood,  than  give 
B  vote  that  should  reduce  his  country  to  a  condi- 
tion so  slavish  and  degrading.  And  I  hope,  Mr. 
President,  that  no  insinuation  has  or  will  be  made 
here  calculated  even  to  intimate  an  idea  that  the 
gentlemen  of  this  body  who  may  vole  for  there- 
peal  of  the  embargo  laws^  would  subject  this 
nation  to  tribute.  Such  an  insinuation  would  not 
only  be  unfounded,  illiberal,  and  derogatory  of 
this  floor,  but,  in  other  respects,  highly  unjustifi- 
able. 

It  has  been  asked  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ken- 
incky,  why  do  not  those  who  oppose  the  embargo 
propose  some  substitute  7  Certainly  it  cannot  De 
expected  of  ua  to  offer  ourselves  as  the  nioneers 
of  this  Administration ;  but,  in  reply  to  tne  ques- 
tion, I  will  refer  jcenilemenlo  a confldenlial letter, 
■ubmilied  lo  the  Senate  a  few  days  past:  genile- 
mea  need  not  be  alarmed,  1  am  not  goin^  to  tell 
what  that  letter  contains.  If  any  substitute  be 
aecetsaty,  in  that  is  pointed  out  the  one  1  would 


adopt;  there  is  marked  a  safe,  a  high,  and  an 
honorable  course,  that,  if  pursued,  without,  I  be- 
lieve, endangering  our  peace,  would  add  alike  to 
our  national  character  and  our  national  wealth. 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  that  it  was  lime  we 
had  become  a  nation,  that  we  were  nationalized. 
Tbe  sentiment  was  worthy  of  that  gentleman, 
and  one  to  which  I  entirely  subi-cribed.  But  ia 
the  system  of  which  this  measure  is  apprehended 
by  many  to  be  but  the  commencement,  calculated 
to  nationalize?  No,  sir;  much  better  calculated',  ' 
I  fear,  to  estrange  the  extremes  of  the  (Jnion 
from  each  other,  and  lo  familiarize  our  ideas  ' 
to  an  event,  that  I  deem  it  almost  treason  to 
think  of,  and  thai  every  honorable  and  patriotic 
American  must  view  as  tbe  mo.tt  calamitous 
curse  that  could  be  forced  upon  this  country.  I 
beseech  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  beware  how  tbey 
press  this  system  too  far.  There  is  a  section,  a 
very  respectable  and  powerful  section  of  thi« 
country,  that,  with  commerce,  is  rich  and  happy  ; 
deprived  of  that  commerce  a  large  nortion  of  itS 
population  must  starve.  That  population  expect,  . 
and,  as  a  portion  of  the  community,  have  a  rigbt 
lo  expect,  that  their  only  means  of  subsistence 
will  be  fostered  and  defended,  and  not  sacrificed 
10  manufaclitring  whims  or  local  prejudioes.  I  ' 
do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  embargo  grew 
out  of  either  of  these  causes;  but  the  continu- 
ance of  it  at  present,  under  exisiing  circumstan- 
ces, after  tbe  galling  experience  we  have  had, and 
when  it  can  obviously  produce  nothing  but  dis* 
tress  and  embarrassment  tooorselves,  may  engen- 
der and  nurture  jealousies  that,  perhaps,  time 
will  not  allay.  I  believe  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try will  submit  to  any  privations  for  the  public 
good,  bui  they  must  first  be  convinced  that  the 
public  goiid  requires  the  sacrifice.  It  must,  it  will 
astonish  every  unprejudiced  and  reflecting  man 
in  the  community,  if  this  ruinous  measure  be  per- 
sisted in,  afier  the  experience  we  have  received, 
and  when  we  have  before  us  the  most  conclusiv* 
and  irresiNlihIe  evidence  lo  i-how  that  it  is  utterly 
inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  any  of  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  said  to  be  intended.  And 
conduct  that  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  rea- 
sonable ground,  is  apt,  however  unjustly,  to  ha 
attributed  to  unworthy  motives.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  gentlemen,  on  their  own  accounts,  will 
not  reject  tliis  resolution  ;  that  they  will,  at  least, 
first  deliberate  and  took  to  consequences;  that 
they  will  feel  well  the  public  pulse  before,  by 
this  rash  prescription,  they  stagnate  ihe  national 

Mr.  Moore  said  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
bear  insinuations  of  the  disaffection  of  any  por- 
tion of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States;  but  the 
Senate  was  now  called  upon  to  beware  how  they 
drove  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States  to  rebel- 
lion. The  Councils  of  the  United  States  were 
not  to  be  inflamed  by  these  suggestions ;  he  could 
not  believe  them  to  be  well  founded ;  he  could 
not  believe  that  the  citizens  who,  in  our  Revolu- 
tion, exhibited  such  inctin testable  marks  of  patrio- 
tism, Dodei  the  privations  which  the  peculiar 
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oiour  eouQtrjr  rendered  necessHry,  would 
oov  rerolt  against  the  aaverDmetit  wiitch  they 
[beraselTM  had  constiiuied.  He  held  no  such 
DpinioD.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  thai  iliey 
would  nnite  with  their  fellow-citizens  who  were 
■offerers  in  the  cummoQ  cause  with  lliemselves, 
ind  unite  erery  efiTort  to  maintain  that  indepen- 
dence ihey  had  assisted  to  gain. 

The  geniiemaa  from  Connecticut  had  asked,  if 
the  embargo  had  been  producllve  of  the  coDse- 
qsiBces  expected  to  result  from  il  when  passed? 
Hid  ii  not  been  more  injurious  to  ihe  United 
Sates  tbao  to  foreign  nations?  It  i»  certainly 
lrae(taid  Mr.  M.)  ihal  it  has  not  been  nroduc- 
tiie  of  all  the  efiecis  eipecied  by  those  who  were 
iutdTDcates  when  it  passed,  but  it  has  not  had  a 
'.hireipetiment.  The  law  has  been  violated, and 
an  illicit  commerce  carried  on,  by  which  the  bel- 
ligerents have  received  such  supplies  as  to  have 
pvliallf  prevented  its  good  effects. 

The  publications  throughout  ihe  United  States, 
and  thence  in  Ktigldod,  that  the  embaigo  could 
not  be  mainiained,  hare  induced  the  belligerents 
10  believe  that  we  wanted  energy,  and  that  we  are 
lODflnclDaiing'  in  our  councils  to  persevere  in  a 
measure  whicli  requirea  privalions  from  the  peo- 
ple. Under  these  circumslauces,  it  appears  lo  me 
'  that  the  embai^o  has  not  had  a.  fair  trial.  I  hare 
ever  been  of  opinion  thai  the  only  warfare  which 
weconld  ever  carry  on  to  advantage,  must  he  com- 
mereiaj;  and,  but  for  evasions  and  miscalcula- 
tions on  onr  weakness,  we  should  before  this  have 
been  soflered  lo  pursue  our  accustomed  trade. 

It  has  been  asked  whether  the  embargo  has  not 
grated  more  on  the  United  States  than  on  the 
European  Powers?  In  e-'limaling  this,  it  wilt 
be  proper  to  take  into  consideration  the  evils  pre- 
Tented,  ss  well  as  the  injury  done  by  the  embargo. 
If  the  embargo  had  not  passed,  is  it  not  certain 
thai  ibe  whole  produce  of  the  United  States 
would  have  invited  attack  and  afforded  a  bait  to 
ibe  tapaciif  of  the  belli^rent  cruisers?  If  a 
few  hare  accideoially  escaped  them,  it  is  no  evi- 
iiaee  that,  if  the  embargo  had  noi  been  laid,  the 
whole  wonld  not  hare  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
btlUgereQis.  That  both  belligerents  have  mani- 
Inied  hostilities  by  edicts  which  prostrated  our 
coninerce  will  not  be  denied  by  any  gentleman. 
Great  Britain,  on  a  former  occasion,  passed  an 
order,ient  it  out  secretly,  and  before  our  Minister 
was  oficially  noliSed  it  was  in  full  operation. 
TAeir  liie  orders  included  all  our  commerce 
wbkb  was  afloat.  Was  i:  not  to  be  expected 
tb»t  saeb  would  have  been  the  policy  of  Qreat 
Britain  irt  this  case,  end  such  our  proporlionale 
loif,  if  the  embargo  had  not  been  laid,  and  thus 
snatched  this  valoable  commerce  from  iheir 
grasp? 

Great  inconveniences  are  apprehended  from 
this  measure,  giving  another  direction  lo  cum- 
meree,  and  from  our  loains  that  to  which  we 
hare  been  accustomed.  I  nave  no  such  appre- 
beatiooa.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  tamely  acqui- 
esce, 1  will  not  say  in  paying  tribute,  for  erery 
One  seems  to  disclaim  it— Oreat  Britain,  hoW' 
crer,  having  excluded  ns  from  the  Continent,  if 


we  tamely  acquiesce,  have  we  reason  to  expect 
that  she  will  not.  as  long  as  she  is  a  nation,  exer- 
cise the  same  policy  ?  Suppose  it  even  to  be  poli- 
cy, adopted  in  linn.'  of  war,  if  we  calculate  the 
number  of  years  she  is  in  war  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  years  she  is  at  peace,  and  suppose 
such  a  regulation  to  exist  during  all  her  wars,  I 
conceive  that  we  hare  lost  our  independence,  if 
we  submit  for  it.  It  appears  to  me  that,  for  many 
years,  Qreat  Britain  has  adopted  new  regulations, 
and  added  new  principles  io  the  established  law 
of  nations,  to  the  stibversjon  of  lawful  neutral 
commerce.  It  cannot  be  doubted  then,  that  if  it 
be  in  her  power  she  will  totally  destroy  it. 

I  am  not  competent  to  enter  into  eiamioalioa 
of  Ihe  private  evils  or  benefits  resulting  lo  com- 
merce from  ihe  measure  of  the  embargo.  But  I 
will  state  a  point  which,  in  my  mind,  is  all  im- 
portant in  this  case:  When  the  Rerolutionaiy 
war  commenced,  it  was  not  merely  ihe  paying  a 
small  duiy  on  tea  which  was  ibe  subject  of  con- 
test, for  it  was  considered  as  unimportant ;  but  it 
was  the  right  of  Greet  Britain  to  impose  a  tax 
without  our  consent.  This  is  the  question  now 
in  contest,  affectiog  our  independence,  as  in  for- 
mer times  it  afiecled  uur  rights.  It  is  a  question 
affecting  our  very  existence  as  a  nation.  If  this 
embargo  be  removed,  and  that  is  the  only  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration,  no  gentleman  in 
the  opposition  has  stated  what  he  would  wish  in 
Its  room.  Therefore  I  shall  take  the  question  on 
the  ground  of  acquiescence  on  ihe  part  of  the 
United  Stales  io  the  Orders  of  Council.  Then,  I 
ask.  will  the  United  States  so  far  abandon  their 
independence  as  to  subject  themselves  to  the  reg- 
ulations of  Qieat  Britain  and  France,  and  be  die- 
latorially  lold  that  they  shall  trade  to  such  and 
such  places  only?  Shall  we  ndmii  the  right  of 
foreign  Powers  to  restrict  us?  If  we  do,  with 
what  propriety  can  we  at  any  future  day  contest 
the  principle?  In  my  mind  this  is  the  important 
point,  and  I  siill  remain  to  form  my  opinion  whe- 
ther Ihe  embargo  is  the  very  best  measure  that 
could  be  adopted.  Yet,  to  show  to  the  world  that 
1  will  not  surrender  my  rights,  that  I  will  strug- 
gle for  our  independence,  I  ihnli  certainly  vote 
against  this  resolution  till  I  see  whether  anything 
else  can  with  propriety  take  its  place. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  he  did  not  rise  to  go  into  the 
discussion,  for  he  had  already  taken  his  share  in 
ii,  but  to  answer  one  observation  at  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware.  It  would  be  recollected  that  the 
gentleman  had  some  days  ago  called  for  all  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents  affecting 
neutral  commerce;  it  would  be  recollected  that 
ihe  subject  bad  been  preaacd  upon  the  Senate  yes- 
terday, before  these  documents  could  have  been 
received ;  that,  at  the  request  of  a  genlleman  from 
Massachusetts,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr. 
Braqlet)  bad  withdrawn  his  moiion  for  post- 
ponement; that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  Ihen'spoken,  and  thai  he  (Mr.  Shits) 
bad  replied  lo  him.  I  stated  facts  as  they  oc- 
curred to  me,  without  paper  or  document,  and 
asked  the  opinion  of  legal  gentlemen  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  operation  of  the  Orders  of  CouDciL  on 
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Spain  and  Ponuga).  The  genileman  from  Dela- 
ware has  undenaktn  lo  decide  [he  quealioa  ac- 
cording lo  common  sense.  Conituon  sense  is  my 
guide,  sir;  and  permit  me  lo  say  ihat,  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  ii  is  tlie  best  guide  to  follow;  and 
chough  I  hare  heard  the  opinion  of  the  gSDllenian 
from  Delaware,  I  have  nol  changed  my  opinion 
on  the  subject.     1   beliere   thai  the  British  will 

cause  the  act  of  Parliament  making  permanent 
those  orders,  authorizes  the  King  to  modify  ihein, 
as  10  His  Majesty  may  appear  proper.  I  asked 
yesterday  whether  a  proclamation  lo  this  effect 
had  been  issued  by  the  Kiug  of  Great  Britain  1 
The  gentleman  says,  common  nense  will  give  the 
orders  the  construction  for  which  he  contends. 
I  lake  the  answer  of  Mr.  Canning  to  the  commit- 
tee of  merchants,  and  bottom  my  assertion  on  it. 
Will  the  gentleman  deny  that,  before  the  Orders 
in  Couocir  were  issued,  we  could,  under  certain 
restrictions,  trade  to  those  countries?  Yet,  Mr. 
Canning  answers,  when  asked  by  these  three  re- 
spectabfe  merchants,  who  must  have  had  doubts 
on  the  subject,  or  they  would  not  have  applied  for 
information,  "  with  American  product  they  may 
go."  If  they  were,  as  the  gentleman  contends,  as 
free  to  eo  now  as  prior  to  the  Orders  in  Council, 
why  (lid  nol  Mr.  Canning  answer  that  ihey  might 
go  without  restriction,  instead  of  limiting  the 
commerce  to  the  carriaz<i  of  American  produce? 
When  Mr.  S.  Smith  had  concluded,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

■Wednesday,  November  23. 
THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ihe 
motion  ofMr.  HiLLnousE,  made  on  the  11th  in- 
stant, for  repealing  the  "Act  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  [Tuited  Stales,  and  the  several  acts  sopple- 
mentay  thereto." 

Mr.  CaAwroRD  said  that  one  of  the  objects  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  was,  no  doubt, 
to  obtain  information  of  the  effects  of  the  embar- 
go system  from  every  part  of  the  United  Slates. 
This  information  was  very  desirable  at  the  pres- 
ent tirae^  to  assist  the  Councils  of  ihe  nation  in 
an  opinion  of  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued 
in  relation  to  it.  A  Qovernmcnt  founded,  lite 
ours,  on  the  principle  of  the  will  of  the  nation, 
which  subsisted  but  by  it,  should  be  attentive  as 
far  as  possible  lo  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
people  over  whom  they  presided.  He  did  not 
say  that  the  Repiesentatives  of  a  free  people 
ought  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  any  portion 
of  the  people  who  may  believe  them  lo  act  erro- 
oeously;  but  their  will,  when  fairly  expressed, 
ought  to  have  great  weight  on  a  Government 
like  ours.  The  Senate  had  received  several  de- 
scriptions of  (he  effects  produced  by  the  embargo 
in  the  eastern  section  of  the  Union.  As  Ihe  Rep- 
resentative of  another  extreme  of  this  nation,  Mr. 
C.  said  he  conceived  itliis  dut^  to  give  a  fair, 
faithful,  and  candid  represeniaiion  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  whom  he  had   the  honor  to 


represent.  It  was  always  the  duty  of  a  Repre- 
sentative to  eiaroine  whether  the  effects  expected 
from  any  given  measure,  had  or  had  not  been  prtv 
duced.  If  this  were  a  general  duty,  how  much 
more  imperiously  was  it  their  duty  at  this  time  E 
Every  one  admitted  that  considerable  sufferings 
have  been  undergone,  and  much  more  was  now 
to  be  borne. 

Qenilemen  have  considered  this  subject,  gen- 
erally, in  a  two-fold  view,  (said  Mr.  C.)  as  to  its 
effects  on  ourselves,  and  as  to  its  effects  on  foteiga 
nations.  1  think  this  a  proper  and  correct  divi- 
sion of  the  subject,  because  we  are  certainly  more 
interested  in  the  effects  of  this  measure  on  our- 
selves than  oa  other  nations.  I  shall  therefore 
thus  pursue  the  subject. 

It  is  iu  vain  to  deny  that  ibis  is  nol  a  prosper- 
ous time  in  the  United  States;  that  our  siiuatioa 
is  neither  promising  nor  flattering.  It  is  impoa- 
ible  to  say  that  we  have  suffered  no  privalioas 
in  (he  year  1808,  or  that  there  is  a  general  spirit 
of  content  throughout  the  United  Slates;  but  I 
am  very  far  from  believing  that  ihire  is  a  gene- 
ral spirit  of  discontent.  Wnenever  the  measures 
of  the  Government  immediately  affect  the  inter- 
est of  any  considerable  portion  of  its  citizens,  dis- 
contents will  arise,  however  great  Ihe  benefits 
which  are  eipected  from  such  measures.  One 
discontented  man  excites  more  attention  than  a 
thousand  contented  men,  and  hence  the  number  of 
discontented  is  always  overrated.  In  the  country 
which  I  represent,  1  believe  no  measure  is  more 
applauded  or  more  cheerfully  submitted  to  than 
the  embargo.  It  has  been  viewed  there  as  (he 
onl^  alternative  lo  avoid  war.  It  is  a  measure 
which  is  enforced  in  Ihat  country  at  every  sacri- 
fice. At  the  same  time  thai  I  make  this  declara- 
tion. I  am  justified  in  asserting  that  there  is  no 
section  of  the  Union  whose  interests  are  more  im- 
mediately affected  by  the  measure  than  the  SoDth- 
ern  Slates— than  the  State  of  Georgia. 

We  have  been  told  by  an  honorable  gentleman, 
who  has  declaimed  with  great  force  and  eloquence 
against  this  measure,  that  great  part  of  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  Eastern  country  has  found  its  way 
into  market ;  that  new  ways  have  been  cut  open, 
and  produce  has  found  its  way  out.  Not  so  witn 
us  ;  we  raise  no  provisions,  except  a  small  quan- 
tity of  rice,  for  eiportation.  The  production  of 
our  lands  Lies  on  our  hands.  We  have  suffered,  and 
now  suffer ;  yet  we  have  not  complained. 

The  fear-,  of  the  Southern  States  particalarly 
have  been  addressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
neclicut,  by  a  declaration  thai  Great  Britaia, 
whose  fleets  cover  the  ocean,  will  certainly  find 
a  source  from  which  to  procure  supplies  of  those 
raw  materials  which  she  has  heretofore  been  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  from  us;  and  that  having 
thus  found  another  market,  when  we  have  found 
the  evil  of  our  ways,  she  will  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
us.  By  way  of  exemplifioatioD,  the  gentlemen 
cited  a  fnmiliar  example  of  a  man  buying  butler 
from  his  neighbors.  It  did  not  appear  to  me  that 
Ibis  bolter  slory  received  a  very  happy  elncida- 
lion.  In  the  country  in  which  he  lives  ibere  are 
so  many  buyers  and  lo  may  sellers  of  butter, 
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toai  no  dJfficDlty  results  from  a  change  of  pur- 
choers  or  customers.  Not  so  wiih  out  lawroale- 
rid.  Admitting  that  Brilain  can  fiad  other  mar- 
kets witb  ease,  there  is  still  a  great  distinction 
betWKD  this  and  the  gentleman's  butler  case. 
When  a  man  sells  buttet  he  receives  money  or 
supplies  in  pajrment  for  it.  His  wants  and  wishes 
■nd  those  of  his  purchasers  are  so  reciprocal,  that 
aadificntty  can  ever  arise.  But  Great  Britain 
mou  ilnys  purchase  raw  materials  of  those  who 
paicbaw  Der  manufactures.  J(  is  ool  to  oblige 
nikuibe  tskes  our  raw  materials,  but  it  is  be- 
aiM  «e  take  her  manufactures  in  exchange. 
Si  bag  as  this  state  of  things  coniinties,  so 
IcBgibeywill  continue  to  resort  to  our  market. 
I  hire  considered  the  gentleman's  argumeoioo 
thi.<  point  as  applied  to  the  feelings  of  the  South- 
an  eoonlry.  No  article  exported  from  the  United 
3uie*  cqnals  cotton  in  amount.  If  then  vie  are 
■Tilling  to  run  the  risk,  1  trust  do  other  part  of 
ibe  United  States  will  hesitate  on  this  subject. 

Asother  reason  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Cuonectieut,  and  a  substantial  one  if  true,  is,  that 
innot  be  executed.  If  this  be  the 
inly  in  vain  10  persevere  in  it,  for 
ion  of  any  public  law  must  have 
a  had  tendency  on  the  morals  of  the  people.  But 
the  facility  with  which  the  gentleman  represents 
these  laws  lo  have  been  evaded,  proves  that  the 
iDorals  of  tiie  evaders  could  not  have  been  very 
Mond  when  the  measure  was  adopted ;  for  a  man 
trained  lo  virtue  will  not,  whatever  facility  exists, 
OB  that  Bccoaai,  step  into  the  paths  of  error  and 

Allhoosb  I  believe  myself  that  this  measure 
I  has  DOi  been  properly  executed,  nor  in  that  way 
in  which  the  situation  of  our  country  might  rea- 
sonibly  have  induced  us  to  expect,  yet  it  has  been 
!0  far  executeil  as  to  produce  some  good  effect. 
So  br  as  the  orders  and  decrees  remain  in  full 
force.  lo  far  it  has  failed  of  the  eSecl  hoped  from 
it.  Ent  it  has  produced  a  considerable  eflect,  as 
I  A»ll  attempt  to  show  hereafter. 

b  comineDiing  on  this  part  of  the  gentleman's 
ttteorations,  it  becomes  proper  to  notice,  not  an 
oumtion,  but  a  positive  declaration  that  the 
RUM  iateatioa  of  laying  the  embargo  was  to  de- 
Mroy  ceamerce  ;  and  was  in  a  stale  of  hostility 
10  Lbc  avowed  iatentioo.  This  certainly  is  a 
beavf  charge.  In  a  Oovernment  like  this,  we 
raoaid  let  openly,  honestly,  and  candidly;  the 
people  Mght  to  know  their  situation,  and  the 
views  of  those  who  conduct  their  affairs.  It  is 
[be  worn  of  political  dishonesty  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ore.and  offer  that  reason  as  a  motive  for  it  which 
t>  aol  the  true  and  substantial  one.  The  true  aotj 
eabslantial  reason  for  the  embargo,  the  gentleman 
ay:  he  believes,  was  to  destroy  commerce,  and  on 
iisroios  to  raise  up  domestic  manufactures.  This 
idea,  I  think,  though  not  expressly  comhatted  by 
the  obwrvations  of  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  White,)  was  subsiantially  refuted  by 
him.  That  sentleman,  with  great  elegaoce  and 
Mmeihing  of  sarcasm,  applied  to  the  House  to 
know  how  the  Treasury  would  he  filled  in  the 
Bcit  year ;  and  observed  that  the  "  present  incum- 
lOth  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 3 
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a  former  Ad- 
10  had  done  so  and  felt  the  effects  of  it, 
insinuating  that  tlie  present  Administration  did 
□  ot  possess  courage  enough  to  attempt  it.  Now, 
1  asic,  if  they  dare  not  resort  to  a  direct  tax,  ex- 
cise laws,  and  stamp  acts,  where  will  they  obtain 
money  7  In  what  way  will  the  public  coffers  be 
Slledl  The  gentleman  must  acknowledge  that 
all  our  present  revenue  is  derived  from  commerce, 
aod  must  cOQlinue  to  be  so,  except  resort  be  had 
to  a  direct  tax,  and  the  gentleman  says,  we  have 
not  courage  enough  for  ihal.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  must  suppose,  if  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  be  correct,  that  the  Administra- 
tion seeks  its  own  destruction.  We  must  have 
revenue,  and  yet  are  told  that  we  wish  to  destroy 
the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  had,  except  hv 
a  direct  tax;  a  resort  to  which,  it  is  assertea, 
would  drive  us  from  the  public  service. 

But,  we  are  told,  with  a  grave  face,  that  a  dis- 
position is  manifested  10  make  ibis  measure  per- 
manent. The  Sutes  who  call  themselveii  com- 
mercial States,  when  comparetTwith  the  Southern 
Slates,  may  emphatically  be  called  manufacturing 
States.  The  Southern  Slates  are  not  manufae- 
luring  Slates,  while  the  great  commercial  Slates 
are  absolutely  the  raanulacturing  Stales,  If  this 
embargo  system  were  intended  lo  be  permanent, 
those  commercial  Slates  would  be  benefitted  by 
the  exchange,  to  the  injury  of  Ihe  Southern 
States.  It  is  impossible  fur  us  to  find  a  market 
for  our  produce  but  by  foreign  commerce;  and 
whenever  a  change  of  Ihe  kind  alluded  to  is 
made,  that  change  will  operate  to  ihe  injury  of 
the  Southern  Slates  more  than  to  the  injury  of 
the  commercial  States,  so  called. 

But  another  secret  motive  with  which  the  Oov- 
ernment is  charged  to  have  been  actuated  is,  that 
ihis  measure  was  intended  and  i»  calculated  to 
promote  the  ioterests  of  France.  To  be  »ure  none 
of  the  gentlemen  have  expressly  said  that  we  are 
under  French  influence,  but  a  resort  is  had  lo  the 
expos6  of  the  French  Minister,  and  a  deduction 
'  nee  made  that  the  embargo  was  laid  at  the 
ih  of  Bonaparte.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
;ticut  told  us  of  this  expofi  for  this  purpose; 
nd  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  appeared 
0  notice  it  with  the  same  view. 

Now  we  are  told  that  there  is  no  danger  of  war, 
excepting  it  be  becaase  we  hare  understood  that 
Bonaparte  has  said  there  shall  be  no  neutrals ;  and 
that,  if  we  repeal  the  embargo,  we  may  expect 
that  he  will  make  war  on  us.    And  this  is  the 

ly  source  from  whence  the  gentleman  could  see 
any  danger  of  war.  If  this  declaration  against 
neutrality  which  is  attributed  to  the  Qallic  Em- 
peror be  true,  and  it  may  be  so,  his  Qallic  Majesty 
could  not  pursue  a  more  direct  course  toefieci  his 
own  wishes  than  10  declare  ihatour  embargo  had 
been  adopted  under  his  influence.  And  unless 
the  British  Minister  had  more  political  sagacity 
than  the  gentleman  who  offered  Ihe  evidence  of 
the  eipos6  in  proof  of  the  charge,  it  would  pro- 
duce the  very  end  which  those  gentlemen  wished 

avoid — a  war  with  Great  Britain;  for  she 
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would  coromeace  ihealiack  could  sheb«lieTetbfs 
couDiry  under  the  iofluence  of  France.  1  would 
JQslBS  much  believe  inlhe  sincerity  of  lhaleipos£, 
as  Mr.  Canain^'a  sjoceiity,  when  lie  says  ihat  liis 
Majesty  would  gladly  make  any  sacrifice  lo  restore 
lo  the  commerce  of  ihe  Uaitei!  States  its  wonted 
activity.  No  man  in  Ihe  naiion  is  silly  enough 
'  to  be  gulled  by  these  declarations ;  but,  from  the 
use  made  of  them,  we  should  be  led  (o  think  other- 
wise, were  it  not  for  the  exercise  of  our  vrhole 
■tock  of  charity.  .Now  I  cannot  believe  that  any 
man  in  this  nation  does  believe  in  the  sincerity  of 
Mr.  Canning's  expressions,  or  that  BoDeparle  be- 
lieves that  lliE  embargo  was  laid  to  promote  his 
interest.  1  cannot  believe  that  there  is  any  man 
in  this  nation  who  does  candidly  and  seriously 
entertaio  tuch  an  opiriioo. 

When  we  advance  to  the  second  proposition, 
we  are  told  iniheraosipoMiiveterms,  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Delaware  and  Cunneclicul,  that  this 
measure  has  produced  no  effect  on  foreign  na- 
tions. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  barely 
admits  that  at  first  ii  had  excited  some  small  de- 

free  of  alarm  in  GTreat  Brii.iin  for  a  short  lime. 
cannot  believe  that  gentlemen  wish  to  be  under- 
atood  literally  when  they  tell  us  this.  It  can 
be  nothing  more  than  a  figure  of  rhetoric.  It  can- 
not really  be  meant  thai  the  embargo  has  produced 
no  effect.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
Kets  over  it  by  saying  that  insurrections  amon^ 
ner  manufscturers  were  familiar  to  him  ;  he  had 
always  heard  of  them.  But,  sir.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect to  have  heard  of  any  insurrection,  of  the  kind 
to  which  I  allude,  having  taken  pliice.  They 
ha  veal  limes  heretofore  been  disorderly  indeed,  but 
in  the  late  case  it  was  a  peaceable  assemblage  of 
laborers,  not  intending  to  overthrow  the  Govern' 
ment  or  to  resist  the  laws,  but  lo  show  the  abso- 
lute state  of  starvation  with  which  they  were 
threatened.  There  has  been  nothing  of  this  kind 
within  my  recollection  before.  We  have  heard 
of  mobs  and  riotous  tumults;  but  in  the  present 
case  no  movement  was  made  by  these  unfortunate 
people  to  disturb  the  Government.  With  a  de- 
gree of  facility  which  excited  my  astonishment, 
the  gentlemen  tells  us  that  if  100  principal  man- 
ufacturers should  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  and 
&0,000  mechanics  should  be  turned  out  of  em- 
ploy,this  would  hut  strengthen  thearmy  and  navy 
of  [he  British  nation  ;  that,  when  you  affect  Great 
Britain  most  seriously,  you  do  her  a  benefit.  Pur- 
suing ihis  argument  a  little  farther,  suppose  500,- 
000  should  be  unemployed,  (he  arm  of  the  nation 
would  he  so  much  the  more  strengthened,  and  the 
more  it  would  enable  her  to  enforce  herarbilrary 
maritime  regulations.  I  see  no  conclusion  lo 
which  this  argument  \vould  lead  us.  but  to  this ; 
that  as  you  destroy  her  manufactures  you  make 
her  powerful.  If  the  eSeci  of  destroy  log  her  man- 
ufaciureswas  lo  he  simply  that  which  the  gentle- 
roan  conceives,  of  arming  her  vessels  and  filling 
the  ranks  of  her  armies,  it  possibly  minlit  promote 
berslrenglh.  But  these  people  must  be  clothed 
and  fed,  whether  in  the  sea  or  land  service,  and 
must  also  have  a  little  pay.  If  all  her  manufac- 
tures ate  destroyed,  where  is  she  to  obtain  iheauin 
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of  money  necessary  to  pay,  clothe,  and  feed  these 
people.  Sir.  we  affect  them  vitally  by  affecting 
their  manufactures;  for  by  the  export  dutv  on 
these,  and  imports  on  their  returns,  Ihey  ontain 
^reat  part  of  their  revenue-  If  they  export  nolb- 
iDg  they  can  import  nothing.  This  conclusion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  cannot  Ihere- 
fore  be  correct. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  says,  it  is 
true  that  a  considerable  alarm  was  excited  in  Eng- 
land when  Iheaewf  of  the  embargo  arrived  there; 
that  tbey  had  been  led  to  believe,  from  their  wri- 
ters and  speakers,  that  a  discontinuance  of  their 
intercourse  with  this  country  would  he  productire 
of  most  injurious  consequences;  but  that  they 
were  now  coovinced  thai  all  their  writers  and 
statesmen  were  mistaken,  and  that  she  can  suffer 
a  discontinuance  of  Intercourse  without  being 
convitjsed  or  suffering  at  all.  To  beheve  ihia 
requires  a  considerabre  portion  of  credulity,  es- 
pecially when  the  most  intellicent  men  affirm  to 
the  contrary.  In  the  last  of  March  or  the  first  of 
April  last. we  Snd,onaneiamiQa(ionof  merchanta 
at  the  bar  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  that 
result  from  a  con- 
1  is  not  possible  that 
our  merchants  on  this  side  of  the  water,  however 
intelligent  they  may  be,  can  be  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  as  her  most 
intelligent  merchants.     This  alarm  however,  the 

fmtleman  has  told  us,  continued  through  the 
pring  and  ditwpated  in  the  Summer.  It  is  very 
easy  lo  discover  the  cause  of  the  dissipation  of 
this  alarm.  It  was  not  because  the  loss  of  inter- 
course was  not  calulated  to  produce  an  effect,  but 
it  proceeded  from  an  adventitious  cause,  whicb 
could  not  have  been  anticipated — the  revolution 
in  Spain;  and  there  is  no  intelligent  man  who 
will  not  acknowledge  its  injurious  effects  on  our 
concerns.  No  sooner  did  the  Britisli  Ministers 
see  a  probability  that  the  struggle  between  the 
Spanish  palriotsand  France  would  be  maintained, 
than  they  conceived  hopes  thai  (hey  might  find 
other  supplies;  andthen  they  thought  they  might 
give  to  the  people  an  impulse  by  interesting  the 
nation  in  ihc  affairs  of  Spain,  which  would  render 
lighter  the  effects  of  uur  embargo.  This  is  the 
cause  of  (he  change  in  Mr.  Canning's  language  ; 
for  every  gentleman  in  the  House  knows  thai  a 
very  material  change  look  place  in  it  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  Summer.  If  tnen  the  embargo  has 
not  produced  the  effecis  calculated  from  it,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  its  failure  lo  pro- 
duce these  effects  has  been  connected  with  causea 
wholly  adventitious,  and  whicb  may  give  way  if 
the  naiion  adheres  to  the  measure.  If  however 
there  be  any  probability  that  these  causes  will  be 
continued  for  a  long  lime,  we  ought  to  abandon 
it.  1  am  not  in  favor  of  conliouin^  any  measure 
of  this  kind,  except  there  he  a  probability  of  its 
producing  some  effect  on  those  who  make  it  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  exercise  this  act  of  uelf-denial. 
When  1  first  saw  the  account  of  the  revolution  ia 
Spain,  my  fears  were  excited  lest  it  should  pro- 
duce the  effect  which  it  has  done.  As  soon  as  I 
saw  the  stand  made  by  (be  Spaniab  patriot*,  I  was 
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ap^hensive  that  it  lai^ht  baoy  op  ihe  British 
Miion  under  ihe  suflferiDgs  arising  from  ihe  ef- 
feeis  of  iheir  iniquitous  orders,  which,  compared 
wiihibeiaSeriDgf  irhichweoarselres  have  borne, 
hiTEbecDas&n  hundred  toone.  Iftherebeevidence 
(fall  ihe  effects  or  this  measure  will  yet  be  coao- 
lenUfd  bf  recsDt  events  in  Spain,  I  will  nbandon 
iubuiusabstitute  should  be  war,  aod  no  ordinary 
Wi[— Isay  this  notwithstanding  Ihe  petiliona  in 
Ibc  Mfatt  brsDch  of  the  Legislature,  aod  the  reso- 
IdDDBi  of  a  State  Legislature  which  have  lately 
bm  published.  When  I  read  the  resolutions, 
etJltd emphatically  the  Essex  rcsolotions,  I  blush 
fct  the  disgrace  Ihev  reflect  on  my  country.  We 
at!  told  there  that  tnts  nation  has  no  just  cause  of 
eomplaiot  against  Great  Brilain  ;  and  itiat  ali  out 
complaints  are  a  mere  prelesc  for  war.  I  blush 
that  lay  man  belonging  to  the  great  American 
family  sboald  be  so  debased,  so  degraded,  so  lost 
to  every  ^nerons  and  national  feeling,  as  to  make 
a  deelaration  of  this  kind,  h  is  debasing  to  the 
naiioaal  character. 

We  are  told  hp  the  genileroao  from  Connecti- 
CQi,  ool,  to  be  sore,  in  language  equally  sltonff 
with  that  of  the  Sssei  resolutions,  that  the  repeal 
of  the  eiobargo  will  not  involve  u<  in  war,unless 
indeed  Bonaparte  makes  war  on  us ;  that  we  are 
not  drive □  to  that  alternative;  that  we  have  yet 
an  honorable  and  lucrative  trade  left  open  to  us. 
The  same  genlletnan  has  said  that  he  will  not 
coasent  logo  to  war  for  rights  not  well  established, 
bat  that  he  will  never  abandon  a  nculral  right 
which  is  clearly  established.  Prom  ibis  it  would 
appear  that  the  gentleman  thinks  that  the  British 
OtdersinConncil  are  DOiDfringement on  the  rights  i 
of  neutral  nations.  [Mr.  Hillhouse  said  he  did 
BOt  say  soj  I  did  not  say  that  the  gentleman  ' 
laiii  so ;  but  I  drew  the  inference  from  the  gen- 
lleman's position.  [Mr.  Hillhouse  observed  that 
be  bad  said  that  be  was  doubtful  whether  the  na- 
litm should  ea  to  war  for  doubtful  rights;  hut  for 
ngkti  clearfy  indisputable  he  would  permit  the 
moing  of  our  merchant  vessels.]  The  genlle- 
naa's  cxplaoBtions,  Mr.  Crawford  said,  did  not 
cbiBgE  the  inference  be  had  before  stated.  He 
alms  that  he  said  that  a.  repeat  of  the  embargo 
ndinot  invnlve  the  nation  in  war;  and  that 
iiiqporl  of  rights  not  clearly  established,  he  is 
notimfBred  to  say  whether  he  would  go  to  war 
otimL  there  understood  the  gentleman  lo  al- 
lude to  ikit  portion  of  trade  carried  on  by  export- 
in?  iht  pradtiee  of  enemies'  colonies  to  foreign 
eoaniriei.  I  had  thought  that  the  right  of  an  in- 
dependent nation  to  trade  with  the  whole  world, 
neepi  inports  absolutely  blockaded,  or  in  articles 
comcaband  ot  irar,  was  a  right  which  could  not 
be  denied,  a  right  in  which  no  nation  had  herelo- 
f(vt attempted  to  control  another.  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticnt  says  he  will  "  -'    "  " '"" 


ioference  from  these  observations,  than  tbut  the 
geDilemaneonceives  that  the  Orders  in  Council  do 
not  infringe  otir  neutral  rights;  or, that  all  our 
Tight*  ate  doabtfal. 

How  are  these  orders  and  decrfts  to  be  opposed 


but  by  war,  except  we  keep  wiihoui  their  reach  t 
If  the  embargo  produces  a  repeal  of  these  edicts, 
we  effeel  it  without  going  lo  war.  Whenever  we 
repeal  the  embargo  we  are  at  war,  or  we  abandon 
our  neutral  rights.  It  is  impossible  to  take  Ihe  \ 
middle  ground,  and  say  that  we  do  not  abandon 
ihem  by  trading  with  Great  Brilain  alone.     Yon 

ing  our  merchant  vessels,  by  resisiiog  ihe  whole 
nary  of  Greai  Brilain,  oppose  force  to  force  ?  It 
is  impossible.    The  idea  is  absurd. 

By  way  of  ridiculing  the  embargo,  the  gentle- 
man frant  Connecticut,  in  his  familiar  way,  has 
aClempted  to  expose  this  measure.  He  elucidated 
it  by  one  nf  those  familiar  examples  by  which  he 
generally  exemplifies  his  precepts.  He  savs  your 
neighbor  tells  yoti  that  yon  shall  not  traae  with 
another  neighbor,  and  you  say  you  will  not  trade 
at  all.  Now  this,  he  says,  is  very  magnanimous, 
hui  it  is  a  kind  of  magnanimity  with  which  he 
is  not  acquainted.  Now  let  us  see  the  magnanim- 
ity of  thalgeoileman,aod  see  if  il  savors  more  of 
true  magnanimity  than  otir  course.  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  each  say  that  we  shall  not  trade 
with  (he  uiher.  We  say  we  will  not  trade  with 
either  of  them,  because  we  believe  our  trade  will 
be  important  to  both  of  them.  The  gentleman 
says  it  is  a  poor  way  of  defending  ihe  national 
rights.  Suppose  we  pursue  his  course.  Great 
Britain  says  we  shall  not  trade  to  France;  we  say 
we  will  not,  but  will  obey  her.  We  will  trade 
upon  such  terms  as  she  may  imposr.  '■  This  will 
be  magnanimity  indeed;  this  will  be  defending 
commerce  with  a  witness!"  It  will  be  bowing 
the  neck  to  iHe  yoke.     The  opposition  lo  taxation 

Revolution,  was  not  more  meritorious  than  ihe 
opposition  to  tribute  and  iiDposiiion  ai  the  pres- 
ent dav.  I  canno;,  for  my  soul,  see  the  difference 
between  paying  tribute  and  a  tacit  acquiescence 
in  the  British  Orders  in  Council.  True,  every 
genlleman  rerolls  at  paying  tribute.  But  where 
19  the  difference  between  that  and  suflering  your- 
self to  be  controlled  by  the  arbitrary  act  of  anoth- 
er nation  1  If  you  raise  the  embargo  you  must 
carry  your  produce  lo  Great  Britain  and  pay  nn 
arbitrary  sura  before  you  can  carry  it  elsewhere. 
If  it  remains  there,  the  markets  will  be  glutted 
and  itwill  produce  nothing.  Forit  appears,from 
the  very  evidence  to  which  I  have  before  alluded. 


that 


least   four-Bfth.'i  of  o 


id  thai 

out  of  sevenly-fi'e  thousand  hogsheads  raised  in 
this  country,  not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  are 
consumed  in  Great  Britain.  Where  does  the  re- 
mainder usually  gol  Why,  to  the  ports  of  the 
Continent.  I  ask,  then,  if  the  whole  consumption 
of  Great  Britain  be  but  fifteen  thousanil  bc^- 
heads,  if  an  annual  addition  of  sixty  thousand 
hogsheads  be  thrown  into  that  market,  would  it 
sell  for  the coBls  ot  freight?  Certainly  not  The 
same  would  beihesitnationof  our  other  produce. 
But  ihe  gentleman  says  that  he  is  not  prepared 
to  go  to  war  for  doubtful  rights  t  What  are  thus 
doubtful  righta?    Has  the  lawof  nations  eTcrio' 
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lerdicted  ibe  trade  wiiti  enemies' colonies,  agaiD: 
theiDtermplioaorwhicli  the  Ammcaa  mercliani 
latelf  remonstrated  wilh  so  much  force  bdJ  pcj 
spicuity?  For  the  inforniaiion  of  the  Senate  I 
will  read  a  part  of  the  meraorial  presented  by  tin 
merehanis  of  BosCod.  For  my  own  part,  I  hari 
nerer  considered  it  a  matter  of  mucb  importance 
whether  we  hare  suflereil  more  from  Fraoce  or 
Great  Britain.  I  have  long  been  convinced  thai 
both  nations  inieoded  to  do  us  all  the  evil  they 
could;  aod  where  there  is  a  difierence  in  ihi 
aiuaUum,  it  only  results  from  an  ioability  io  thi 
leasimischit'voos  to  do  more.  But  it  is  attempted 
to  be  shown  by  ihe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
that  there  is  a  great  diflerence  between  the  iaju' 
ries  received  from  one  Power,  and  those  which 
we  have  received  from  another: 

"  While   your   memorialiatt   have  witnened, 
■tingled  feelings  of  indigastian  totrards  tbo  perpetra- 
tor* and  of  comtnlHralion  of  their  unfortunste  cc 
trjmBn,  the  insults  and  barbaritiei  which  the  commi 
oS  these  Slates  have  sustained  tjom  the  cruiieri 
France  and  Spain,  it  is  their  object,  in  the  present 
noriai,  to  confine  their  animadtersioDB   to  the  Q 
alarming,  becsDsc  mare  numerous  and  extenaive 
tentions   and  coad  am  nations  of  Amcric^an  vessels  by 
Great  Britain  ;  and  to  advert  to  the  principles  recently 
■vowed,  and  adapted  by  her  courts,  relstive  to  neutnd 
trade  in  articles  of  colonial  produce.     Principles  nl 
if  admitted  or  practised  upon  in  all  the  latitude  which 
ma;  fairly  be  inferred  to  be  intended,  would  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  navigstion,  and  ridiCBllv  impair  the 
Incrative  commerce  of  our  country. 

After  going  into  a  train  of  reasoning  to  ! 
that  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  are  a  n 
feat  violaiion  of  the  neutral  rights  ot*  this  na 
they  conclude  by  saying ; 

"  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  for  the 
pnceedinga  on  the  part  of  Great  Britnin,  the  effect  is 
notoiioos.  From  her  recent  conduct  great  losses  have 
been  sustained,  our  cammerce  has  been  checked  and 
embarrassed,  und  large  quantities  of  produce  ire  non 
Temaining  locked  up  in  this  country  which  were  pur' 
chased  for  fareif^n  markets,  because  our  merchants  can < 
not  send  it  abroad,  without  taking  riskti  on  Ihemselvei 
whieb  prudence  would  not  juslily,  or  without  paying 
■oeb  rates  far  insurance  as  the  trade  of  the  country 
cannot  sfibrd." 

This  memorial  is  in  support  of  the  very  trade 
which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  says  he 
would  not  go  to  war  for.  Now  a  different  lansuage 
is  held  by  the  signers  of  this  petition,  under  ilie  in- 
creased iojuries  we  have  suxtained;  and  I  am  only 
BOrry  for  the  character  of  the  United  Slates  that 
this  difference  of  language  has  taken  place. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware.  (Mr.  White) 
kas  said,  ibat,  by  repealing  the  embargo,  we  can 
now  carry  on  a  safe  and  secure  trade  to  the  extent 
of  nearly  four-fifihs  of  the  amount  of  our  domes- 
tic productions.  There  is  nothing  more  deluiiive, 
and  better  calculated  to  impose  on  those  who  do 
not  investigate  subjects,  than  these  calculations 
io  gross.  If  the  gentleman  will  take  ibe  trouble 
to  make  the  nece.^sary  inquiries,  he  will  Snd  Ibat 
instead  of  Great  Britain  taking  to  the  amount  he 
anpposei  of  our  domestic  productions,  she  talies 
tuHhiog  like  it.    It  is  true  that  a  large  proportion 


of  uur  domestic  exports  is  shipped  ostensibly  foe 
Great  Britain ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  these  very  exports  find  their 
way  into  the  coalinental  ports.  For  the  Brjiisb 
merchants  in  their  examination  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  already  alluded  lu,  say  that  three- 
fourths  of  their  receipts  for  exportation  to  the 
United  Stales  have  beeu  usually  drawn  from  the 
Continent;  and  that  even  if  the  embargo  was  re- 
moved and  the  Orders  in  Council  were  continued, 
they  must  stop  their  exportation,  because  the  con- 
tioenlal  ports  would  be  closed  against  Amerlcaa 
vessels;  because  their  coasts  swarm  with  Eng- 
lish cruiserSjthe  French  must  know  that  the  Amer- 
ican vessels  atlenipling  to  enter  have  come  from, 
an  English  port.  That  they  had  facilities  of  cod- 
veyaace  to  the  Continent  prior  to  the  Orders  in 
Counoil,  the  merchants  acknowledged  ;  aod  when 
requested  Io  explain  the  modeof  conveyance,  tfaey- 
begged  lobeezcused.  No  doubt  every  gentleman 
lias  seen  these  depositions,  or  might  have  seen  them, 
for  they  have  been  published  in  almost  every  paper 
on  the  Continent.  They  have  opened  to  me  and  lo 
my  consiit'uents  a  scene  perfectly  new.  They  tell 
you  that  the  Berlin  decree  was  nothing.  Not- 
wiihsianding  that  decree,  they  had  a  facility  of 
conveying  produce  into  the  continental  ports;  but 
the  Orders  of  Council  completely  shut  the  ports 
of  the  Continent  against  the  entrance  of  Ameri- 
can vessels.  On  this  point  there  was  no  contra- 
riety of  opinion  ;  and  several  of  these  merchants 
declared  that  they  had  sent  vessels  to  the  Conti- 
nent a  very  few  days  before  the  dale  of  the  Or- 
ders  of  Council.  This  clearly  shows  that  any 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  gross  amount  of 
exports  must  be  fallacious,  and  that  probably 
three-fouribs  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  cross 
amount.  This  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  which  holds  out  to  the  public  the  pros- 
pect of  a  lucrative  trade  in  four-fifiiis  of  their  ex- 
ports, will  certainly  have  a  tendency  to  render 
them  uneasy  under  the  privations  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  suffer  by  the  iniquitous  measures 
of  foreign  nations.  Although  the  statement  was 
extremely  delusive,  I  do  not  say  that  the  gentle- 
man meant  to  delude  by  ii.  This,  however,  being 
the  effect  of  the  gentleman's  assertion,  I  am  cer- 
tainly warranted  in  saying  that  ibe  evidence  of 
the  British  merchants  who  carry  on  this  trade,  is 
better  authority  than  the  gentleman's  statements. 
But  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  and  on 
>  other  ground  would  I  admil  it,  that  these  gross 
statements  are  correct ;  and  that,  at  the  time  the 
embargo  was  adopted,  these  Orders  in  Council 
'itlistanding,  the  trade  of  the  United  Slates 
could  have  been  carried  on  to  ibis  extent.  What 
curity  have  we,  if  the  embargo  had  not  been 
id,  after  submitting  and  compromitting  the  na- 
□uiildigDity  and  independence,  thai  the  Briiisli 
agressions  and  Orders  in  Council  would  have 
opped  at  the  point  at  which  we  find  them? 
Have  we  not  conclusive  evideoceto  the  contrary? 
wo  not  officiallv  notified  thai  the  French 
leeward  islands  are  declared  by  proclamation  in 
a  state  of  blockaded  And  do  we  not  know  that 
this  is  but  carrying  iplo  effect  a  report  of  the 
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eaminitlee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  on 
the  Wnt  India  islands,  in  which  titia  meaBure  is 
recomiDFaded,  and  in  whieb  it  is  staled  thai  His 
Briuonic  Majesty's  Weat  India  aubjeels  uujht 
to  receive  furtlier  aid  by  placing  llie^e  islaods  in 
a  slate  of  blockade?  lean  see  in  this  meagure 
■oiluBK  but  a  coDUnUBiioD  of  the  ayslcm  rccom- 
■DenM  lasl  Winter  in  this  report,  and  publish' 
c^-lbr  the  infoTmatioD  of  the  United  States.  I 

fftke  embai^o  sbonld  be  repealed,  aod  our 
fisels  snfferei  to  30  out  in  the  face  of  the  pres- 
at  Orders  in  Council  and  bloclradiDg  decrees  and 
poclamations,  Mr.  C.  said,  they  would  but  ex- 
pose m  to  new  insults  and  ageressiona.  It  was  in 
Tsinto  talk  about  the  msgoaDimily  of  nations. 
Ir  av  DOi  that  raa^aDimiiy  which  indaced  na- 
tioa*  as  well  as  men  to  act  honestly ;  and  that 
waslbe  beat  kind  of  magnanimily.  The  very 
magnanimity  which  had  induced  them  to  distress 
onr  commeTce,  would  equally  induce  ihem  to  cut 
off  the  pitiful  portion  they  had  left  to  us.  In  a 
general  point  of  view,  there  was  now  no  lawful 
commerce.  No  ressel  could  sail  from  the  Uuiled 
States  without  being  liable  to  conderauaiion  in 
Britain  or  France.  If  they  sailed  to  France,  Mr. 
C.  aid,  they  were  carried  into  Britain;  if  ibey 
nilcd  to  Britain,  they  were  carried  into  France. 
Nov,  he  asked,  whether  men  who  bad  any  regard 
to  aaiiooal  honor  would  consent  to  uaTigale  the 
ocean  on  terms  su  disgraceful  ?  We  must  be 
cool  calculators,  indeed,  if  we  could  submit  10 
disffnee  like  this  ! 

The  last  reason  oBered  by  the  supporters  of  the 
present  resolution,  Mr.  C.  said,  may  properly  be 
*aid  10  bean  ai^umentin  terrorem.  The  genile- 
nao  from  Massachusetts  says,  by  way  of  abstract 
proposiliDn,  that  a  persererance  in  a  measure  op- 
ptMtd  to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  people 
may  lead  to  opposition  and  insurrection;  but  the 
gealleman  from  Connecticut  uses  the  same  ex- 
prefsioBs  as  applicable  to  the  embargo.  It  may 
Ma  forcible  argument  with  some  geoilemen,  and 
■tost  likely  may  have  had  its  effect  on  those  who 
iatcfided  it  to  produce  an  effect  on  others.  But  I 
nvi  that  this  House  and  this  nation  are  not  10 
WaUressed  in  this  way.  Our  understandings 
mike  convinced  by  reason,  but  an  address  to  our 
ft«s  oaght  to  be  treated  with  contempt.  If  1 
wm«a^b!e  of  being  acinated  by  motives  of  fear, 
Istiaiidbe  unworthy  of  the  seat  which  I  hold 
ofl  ibiilaor.  If  the  nation  be  salisBed  that  any 
nnrae  is  proper,  it  would  be  base  and  degrading 
10  bediiven  from  it  by  the  discordant  murmurs 
of  a  minority-  We  are  csutioned  to  beware  how 
Teexecule  a  measure  with  which  the  feelings  of 
the  people  arc  at  war.  I  shnuld  be  the  last  10  per- 
sit  ID  a  measure  which  injuriously  affected  the 
iaterest  of  the  United  States;  but  no  man  feels 
;  imperiously   the   duty  of  persevering 


aod  respect  the  feelings  of  these  Few,  1  will  per- 
sbtintbe  course  which  1  believe  to  be  light,  at 
ibe  expense  even  of  ihe  Government  itself. 
Mr.  MiTcHiLi,  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  vole 


on  the  question  of  repealing  the  embargo  laws,  in 
the  precise  form  in  which  it  had  been  brought 
before  the  Senoie.  There  was  as  yet  a  want  of 
information;  for  certain  addiiional  documenla, 
expected  from  the  Executive,  had  not  yet  beeo 
communicated,  and  the  select  committee  to  which 
the  pari  of  the  Message  concerning  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country  was  lately  referred,  bad 
not  brought  forward  a  report.  He  would  have 
been  better  pleased  if  the  proposition  had  been 
iO  framed  as  to  have  expressed  indigaation  at  the 
injuries  our  Qovernment  had  received  from  for- 
eign nations.  Then  he  would  cheerfully  have 
giren  it  his  concurrence.  But  now,  when  those 
who  are  willing  to  do  something,  though  not  ex- 
actly what  the  motion  proposes,  are  made  lo  vote 
directly  against  a  removal  of  the  existing  restric- 
tions upon  our  commerce,  their  situation  is  rather 
unpleasant;  indeed,  it  isuorBir,inasmuchaathe)r 
must  either  give  their  assent  to  a  measure,  to  the 
time  aod  manner  of  which  they  may  be  averse, 
or  they  must  vote  negatively  in  a  case  which,  but 
for  some  incidental  or  formal  mailer,  would  have 
met  their  hearty  approbation.  He  conld,  there- 
fore, have  wished  that  the  question  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House  in  such  terms  as  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  sense  of  the 
wrongs  our  nation  had  endured  from  foreigit 
Sovereigns,  and  of  the  restrictions  laid  upon 
American  commerce  by  their  unjust  regulations, 
as  well  as  on  the  further  restrictions  that,  under 
the  pressure  of  events^  it  had  been  thought  neeea- 
sary  for  our  own  Legislature  to  impose. 

But,  although  this  course  bad  not  been  taken, 
he  should  avail  himself  of  the  present  occasion 
to  offer  to  the  Senate  suchsenliroents  as  had  arisen 
in  his  mind  on  the  subject.  In  doing  this,  he 
should  endeavor  to  take  a  commercial  viewof  ovr 
situate ;  and.  although  he  felt  no  small  discoar- 
agenient,  from  inability  to  arrange,  in  a  methodi- 
calway.  the  proper  topics  for  a  speech,  yet  he 
found  it  his  duty  to  offer  something  like  ft  survey, 
however  partial  01  detached,  of  the  mercantile 
condition  of  the  United  States.  For  this  purpose, 
he  should  give  a  sketch  of  the  progress  of  our 
trade  and  navigation  from  the  recognition  of  otir 
independence  in  1783. 

Immediately  after  the  severing  of  their  empire 
in  America  from  the  British  Crown,  difficultiea 
arose  on  the  mode  of  conducting  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  this  country  and  Great  BritaiD. 
The  Parliament  immediately  took  the  matter  into 
ideration,  and  provided  by  law  for  a  comcaei- 
cial  intercourse  with  thenew  States.  Thedetail* 
of  this  arrangement  were  vested  in  the  King  (Uld 
Council,  and  to  this  first  statute  of  the  British,  on 
the  manner  of  conducting  American  trade,  may 
be  traced  the  origin  of  the  delegated  legislative 
power,  with  which  that  body  of  men  have,  in 
subsequent  years,  assailed  neutral  rights.  Tho* 
authorized  by  Parliament  lo  regulate  commerce, 
they  have   prescribed,   enforced,  relaxed,  or  re- 

'  ided  their  orders,  according  to  their  pleasure, 
__  he  ever-varying  course  of  events,  and  iherebf 
been  enabled,  in  a  summary  way,  to  meet  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  limes. 
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About  this  lime  may  be  traoed  ibe  cointnence- 
meci  of  tb&t  wonderful  spirit  of  adventore  wliich 
•o  ditlingiiLshca  our  people.  We  fiad  lome  of 
them  doubling  (be  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  and  dis- 
playing, for  llie  first  ilme,  the  fla^  of  Ibeir  nelion 
to  the  Chinese  at  Canton,  while  others  found 
tb«ir  way  round  Cape  Horu  and  opened  a  traffic 
viih  the  nalioDS  of  ibe  Northwest  coast  of  Amer- 
ica. And  the  joy  which  wis  excited  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  by  the  success  aod  the  profits  of 
these  ToyageB,  was  attended  by  ajealoas]r  on  the 
other,  that  the  monopoly  of  the  Bast  India  Com- 
paay  would  be  invaded  by  these  daring  competi' 
lors.  The  exertions  of  this  class  of  our  couniry- 
Slen  hare  been  such,  that  a  small  firm  in  partner- 
ship, or  even  the  capital  of  an  individual  Amer- 
ican merchant,  has  repeatedly  provided  the  outfit, 
that,  forty  years  ago,  required  the  patronage  of  an 
European  Government.  Madagascar,  the  Sand- 
wich, and  the  Fejee  hlandt,  bave  been  visited, 
mnd  served  but  as  resting  places  for  our  mariners 
in  their circumnavisatian  of  the  globe. 

Difficulties  baring  been  found  to  increase  be- 
tween ibe  American  Slates  and  the  Btiiisb  Isl- 
Mids,  in  respect  to  their  commerce,  it  was  found 
expedient  on  our  part  to  send  them  o  Minister 
Plentpotenliary.  And,  accordingly,  in  1785,  Mr. 
Adams  went  to  London  in  that  capacity.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  temper  both  of  England  and 
France,  at  that  period  of  our  history,  ought  to  be 
mentioned  the  attempts  then  made  to  seduce  the 
whalemen  from  Naatucket.  So  successful  for  a 
while  were  these  wily  efforts,  that  the  sandy  but 
industrious  island,  whence  its  inhabitants  migrat- 
ed to  Liverpool  and  to  Dunkirk,  suffered  no  in- 
considerable  shock  by  the  migraiion  of  many  of 
its  most  active  citizens,  and  a  removal  of  much 
of  ilEshippingand  stock.  It  was  easy  to  discern 
that  the  desire  of  the  two  great  commercTal  na- 
tions to  increase  their  respective  supplies  of  sper- 
maceti,bone,  and  oil,  wds  gratified  by  depriving 
our  country  of  the  most  skilful  and  daring  of  its 

While  the  precarious  Orders  in  Council  thus 
governed  the  trade  of  our  people  to  Groat  Britain, 
there  existed  a  source  of  difficulty  within  the 
American  Stales  themselves,  which  proceeded 
from  their  political  condition.  A  clustrr  of  inde- 
pendent governments,  loosely  adhering  by  the 
original  articles  of  compact,  framed  during  the 
Revolution,  and  under  the  tpecious  appearance  of 
political  unity,  assuming  the  character  of  thir- 
teen distinct  sovereignties,  begat  a  variety  of  un- 
precedented occurrences.  Attempts  to  strengthen 
this  confederation,  by  granting  the  duties  on  im- 
ports to  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
debts  andsupporlinglhecredit  of  the  nation,  were 
ineffectual.  And  the  refusal  of  New  York,  in 
1787,  to  surrender  its  rich  and  increHsine-  impost, 
may,  be  considered  as  having  left  the  Union  to 
expire  for  want  of  support.  Under  the  new  Con- 
atitution,  which  was  framed  that  very  year,  pro- 
vision was  expressly  made  for  resting  in  Congress 
the  authority  to  regulate  commerce.  We  were 
anerely  enabled  to  remedy  many  of  the  defects 
inherent  in  oar  former  system :  and  particalarly 


to  assume  an  entire  and  undivided  character  la 
relation  to  foreign  Powers. 

The  navigating  spirit  of  our  countrymen  hav- 
ing  called  the  attention  of  the  world  to  the  North- 
west coast  of  America,  we  find  that,  in  1790, 
Great  Britain  and  Spain  were  preparing  to  engage 
in  a  war,  concerning  the  possession  of  a  regioQ, 
which,  in  truth,  belonged  to  neither,  but  which 
had  been  purchased  of  the  natives  some  years  be- 
fore, and  possessed  in  full  right  and  property  by 
citizens 01  Massachnsetts.  In  1793,  France,  Dar- 
ing undergone  its  republican  metamorphosis,  de- 
clared in  due  form  the  same  commercial  prtri- 
It-gesto  this  as  to  other  nations. 

This,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  said  Mr.  M.,is  llie 
point  of  time  when  the  commercial  enterprise  of 
our  countrymen  was  considered,  by  the  belligerent 
Powers  of  Europe,  as  worthy  of  special  attention. 
And  here  is  the  commencement  of  these  efforts 
to  drive  a  lucrative  trade  on  the  one  side,  and  of 
those  exertions  to  cnrtail  it  on  the  other,  which 
have  led  us,  step  by  step,  to  our  present  awful 
situation.  Repeated  disasters  and  defeats  had 
weakened  the  naval  armament  of  France.     She 


labte  t 


mi;iio 


1  the- 


give  adequate  prolectio 
ternal  commerce.  The  business  which  had  here- 
tofore been  carried  on  by  her  owu  merchaDtship* 
was  now  transferred  to  neutrals.  And  of  these, 
the  Americans,  as  the  mostenterjirising,  and  coo- 
tignous  to  her  West  India  colonies,  acquired  the 
principal  part  of  it.     Great  Britain  saw  withdia- 

g Measure  the  relief  thus  afforded  to  her  enemjr. 
be  endearored  to  prevent  this  interference  of  a 
neutral.  And,  that  very  year,  ordered  her  cruis- 
ers to  stop  vessels  of  neutrals  going  to  France 
and  her  dominions.  The  vast  diffusion  of  our 
commerce,  already  spread  over  the  greater  part 
of  the  maritime  world,  was  now  very  ably  por- 
trayed, and  presented  to  the  inspection  of  a  pros- 
perous and  thrifty  people  by  the  American  Secre- 
tary of  State.  The  intercourse  with  France.still 
alluring  neutrals  by  the  prospect  of  great  profits, 
our  people  crowded  their  ports  with  vessels  and 
cargoes.  The  British  persisted  in  their  interrupt 
lions  of  this  trade,  and  proceeded  to  make  seizure^ 
on  the  allegation  that  those  ships  were  freighted 
with  French  property. 

With  the  British  nntion,  possessing  a  commerce 
of  the  greatest  extent  and  a  navy  capable  of  pro- 
tecting her  trade  and  seitleinents  abroad,  it  was 
a  matter  of  the  most  ardent  desire  that  our  Gov- 
ernment should  have  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
Commerce.  The  uneasiness  of  the  people  and 
the  discontents  in  the  great  cities  were  so  serious, 
that  it  was  judged  necessary  to  send  an  Envoy 
Extraordinary  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  And, 
with  the  hope  that  the  fermentation  would  be  de- 
layed by  a  suitable  negotiation,  Mr.  Jay  was  de- 
spatched on  a  special  mission.  He  succeeded  in 
forming  a  treaty.  When,  however,  thePresideat 
submitted  it  to  the  Senate,  and  its  contents  were 
made  known  to  the  nation,  the  dissatisfaction 
seemed  to  bare  been  rather  aggravated  than  as- 
suaged. It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  a  people 
who  could  bat  count,  ten  years  since,  the  date  of 
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tkeir  exisUnee  as  a  Dalian,  that  the  terms  were 
uaeqnal  and  disadvaniageous ;  aad  that  a  loul 
rejeeiioD  was  preferable  to  the  ratiScation  of  an 
iDiirDTneni  bjrwbieb  we  midesucti  inrght^  con- 
ccnioas.  It  wbi  always  my  opinioD,  air,  tbal  the 
Mttesnun  employed  to  negotiate  on  this  occasion, 
wu  irMied  by  public  clamor  with  unmeriied  se- 
vtrity.  H«  obtained  a  treaty  rrom  Great  Britain, 
at  that  joncture,  which,  on  the  whole,  answered 
CNR  parposes  exceedioely  well,  aod  wis  in  reality 
IWM  hvorable  to  us  ihao  it  probably  would  havit 
ben.  bad  Dot  the  prerauie  of  her  aflairt  on  the 
OMUneot  of  Europe  induced  ber  MmisLers  to  be 
niberniDre  coneiiiatory  ihaa  usual. 

Id  the  naeaDlime  ibe  ihirteeo  stripes  were  dis' 
played  with  increasing  freqaeocy  aad  numbers 
aiofl^  (he  coasts  of  Europe.  And  such  wa«  the 
opinion  of  the  three  great  maritime  kingdoms, of 
tkt'u  appearance,  that,  in  1T94  and  1795,  the 
craiieTE  of  Spain,  as  well  as  of  England  and 
Prance,  made  captures  of  Ameriean  ressels. 
Tbcy  oflered  various  pretexts  for  these  acts. 
These  chiefly  referred  (oerasioos  of  blockades,  to 
ifae  carrying  of  enemy'a  property,  and  to  the  con- 
cealing or  coreriDg  it  bv  fraodulent  invoices  and 
papen.  On  the  part  of  France,  however,  our 
a&in  HooQ  wore  a  serious  aspect.  Uncivil  dis- 
positions were  workiue'  up  to  hostility.  The  res- 
ident Miuiiier  of  the  United  States  was  recalled. 
and  aiiMher  sent  in  bis  stead.  At  length,  afler 
MKcewcireaad  fruitless  attempts  toaccocamodate 
tbe  difiereoces,  duriog  which  marlcEd  disrespect 
bad  been  showo  to  our  Qoreromeot  and  its  Com- 
missiaaers.  Congress  formally  dissolved  the  exist- 
iag  treaty  bee  ween  the  two  nations,  and  author- 
ize American  vessels  [o  cruise  against  those  of 
France.  This  brings  me  to  the  year  I79S,  during 
vbtcfa.  and  (he  time  we  were  then  embroiled,  the 
Bntirit  Goveroment  granted,  for  a  stipulated 
wn,  the  protection  of  convoy  to  the  merchant 
reneliar  the  United  Slates. 

Tbb  pniod  of  our  commercial  history,  of  which 
lam  tracing  this  faioiand  imperfect oulliue, was 
iMingnished  by  two  rpmarkable  events ;  oaeem- 
Maiing  frorn  an  act  uf  our  own  Legislature,  and 
tW  other  from  the  misconduct  of  a  petty  despot 
af  Barbary.  And  they  are  worlhy  of  uotic?  as 
miiig  to  display  the  course  of  our  trade  and 
aanpikio,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Gov- 
nsoMM  ID  relation  to  (bem.  The  voyages  to 
Afna  ier  slaves  had  long  disgraced  while  it  en- 
ricM  Kveral  of  the  European  nations.  The 
pruSimtm  traffic  in  which  rum  and  baubles  were 
bartered  away  for  aegroes,  allured  our  conuiry  men 
to  embark  ia  it.  But,  for  the  purpose  of  stopping 
la  diigracefut  and  unprincipled  an  empluymeni, 
Congress  enacted  heavy  penalties  against  it.  And 
tbe  comtDerce  of  a  people,  which,  as  fat  as  its 
iaiefDal  regulations  extended  had  been  universal, 
nnderweDt  a  restriction  which  permanently  pro- 
kihiied  tbe  trade  to  Quinea  in  human  beiogs.  The 
tieh  cargoes  conveyed  under  our  flar  through  the 
Hediterranean  sea  had  often  tempted  thecupidtty 
of  the  Deys  and  Beys  ruling  the  inhabitants  of  its 
soDlbera  shore.  By  annual  stipends,  the  subsidiei 
fMdhy  the  Oorernmeiit'fortheprotectioaaf  our 


foreign  commerce  in  those  distant  regions,  tbe 
persons,  and  the  goods  of  our  citizens  were  pror 
lecied  against  those  audacious  pirates.  One  how- 
ever, more  unwise  and  unjust  than  the  rest,  by  the 
exorbitancy  of  his  demands,  drew  on  himself  the 
vengeance  ofour  natioo.  He  had  captured  Amer- 
ican vessels  and  doomed  their  officers  and  crewa 
10  slavery.     A  war  with  Tripoli  was  the  coDse- 

Juence,  and,  at  tbe  expense  of  a  million  of  dollars 
rom  the  Treasury,  our  naval  heroes  compelled 
those  SODS  of  rapine  to  respect  the  rights  of  our 
nation,  and  restore  to  its  wonted  freedom  thecomr 
merceof  its  citizen)^. 

In  1801,  there  was  an  occurrence  which,  tboa|h 
it  happened  in  Denmark,  was  of  evil  augury  m 
the  eyes  of  neutral  nations.  And  as  forming  a 
link  in  the  chain  of  events  it  ought  to  be  mentioned 
here.  'A  project  bad  been  formed  among  the 
nortbero  Powers  of  Europe  to  revive  the  Armed 
Neutrality,  which  had  been  originally  conceived 
at  Bl.  Petersburg  in  1780.  A  British  fleet  was 
sent  to  iheBatiic  Sound  to  dissolve  it.  A  destruc* 
tive  cannonade  of  Copenhagen,  was  the  conse- 
quence of  Danish  adherence  tu  their  principles. 
Awed  by  superior  force,  those  brave  asserters  of 
their  rights  sunk  into  acquiescence.  Bulihecit- 
izeos  of  our  own  or  of  any  neutral  nation  who 
consider  this  (ransaciion  in  its  true  bearings  aDd 
tendencies,  will  find  it  big  with  mischiefs  to  tbe 
weaker  Powers  that  take  no  pan  in  the  neighbor- 
ing wars.  An  armed  jieutrality,  or  an  armed  com- 
merce, may  be  expected  alike  to  impel  the  stronger 
belligerent  to  repress  it  as  a  measure  of  precau- 
tion, or  to  destroy  it  under  a  pretence  of  necessity. 

The  peace  of  Amiens  subsisted  but  a  short  year; 
for,  in  1803,  (he  recommencement  of  ho&iilities 
between  France  and  Great  Britain  implicated  in 
additional  difficulties  the  foreign  commerce  of 
America.  Our  citizens  persisted  in  their  right  to 
visit  tbe  ports  of  friendly  nations.  Our  dispute 
witli  France  had  been  terminated  amicably  by  a 
treaty  with  theFirst  Consul.  TbeBriiish  Council, 
acting  under  a  conviction  that  this  trade  was  coa- 
ducledin  a  manner  that  succored  the  enemy  while 
it  greatly  incommoded  themselves,  determined 
that  interference  was  necessary.  Their  cruiEera 
seized  American  vessels  trading  with  some  of  the 
French  ports  that  were  not  blockaded,  and  their 
courts  passed  decrees  of  condemnation  against 
ships  with  innocenteargoesonareturn  from  ports 
to  which  they  had  carried  contraband  articles. 

Moralists  have  sometimes  considered  blindoeis 
to  the  future,  a  happy  trait  in  the  constitution  of ' 
the  human  mind.  They  might  with  equal  or 
with  greeier  propriety  have  ascribed  much  of  pri- 
vate and  public  felicity  to  a  becoming  degree  of 
foresight.  There  was  indeed  little,  very  little  of 
a  prophetic  spirit  wanting  to  satisfy  us  that  out 
halcyon  days  were  passing  rapidly  away,  and  a 
season  of  privation  and  adversity  would  arise. 
The  haughty  nation  that  had  terrified  the  Scab- 
dinavian  thrones,  next  tormented  the  American 
coast.  The  Hudson,  the  Delaware,  and  the  Ches- 
apeake, had  been  annoyed  by  her  squadrons  of 
vigilance;  ships  both  inward  and  outward  boaud 
had  beencaptured  and  sent  to  Halifax.    The  trade 
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of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Norfolk,  CharkstDn, 

and  Baliimore  w&n  sorely  distressed  at  the  very 
moulhs  of  iheir  harbors.  Passenger."  and  seamen 
were  arbitrarily  impressed,  as  the  milder  phrase 
isjbat  really  kidnapped  or  made  prisoners.  Coast- 
ing vessels  carrying  the  domestic  produce  of  our 
«Ountry  from  one  port  to  another,  and  in  no  respect 
concerned  in  foreign  commerce,  were  fired  upon, 
and  one  of  their  people  killed.  The  national  ter- 
ritory was  Tiolated,  the  service  of  writs  to  arrest 
some  of  these  disorderly  persons  was  resisted,  the 
civil  authority  despised,  and  defied,  and  eren  the 
public  vessels  of  the  revenue  assailed  with  shot. 
Conduct  of  this  atrocious  character  was  so  impru- 
dent and  so  reiterated,  that  the  repeated  appeals 
of  the  citizens  to  their  Governineai,  rendered  it 
at  length  a  case  in  which  right  blended  with  duly 
nailed  upon  Congress  to  act,  and  the  result  of  these 
IDtolerable  outrages  was  the  stalule  for  preserving 
peace  in  our  own  portd  and  harbori. 

In  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  naiions,  such 
conduct  would  have  amounted  to  war.  It  was 
indeed  war;  it  was  legitimate  cause  of  war;  no- 
thing was  required  after  such  a  severe  blow  given 
by  them,  but  for  us  to  return  it,  and  theAmericai! 
would  have  entered  the  bloody  amphitheatre  to 
contend  with  the  gladiators  of  Europe.  But  a 
pacific  policy  prevailed.  The  feeling  of  our  peo- 
ple, smarting  still  under  the  wounds  of  the  Rev- 
olution, and  maintaining  the  doctrine  that  every 
citizen  possesses,  as  an  indefeasible  inheritance,  a 
portion  of  his  country's  sovereignty,  was  averse 
to  contention  in  arms.  On  the  part  of  France  no 
reparation  had  been  made  for  the  heavy  sjiolia- 
tioos  made  upon  our  commerce  by  her  cruir—- 
•ave  the  sum  provided  to  be  paid  out  of  our 
Treasury  in  satisfaction  of  them,  by  one  of  the 
conventions  appurienaot  to  the  treaty  by  which 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  us.  For  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  our  merchants  and  underwriters,  repa- 
ration had  years  before  been  sought  for  from  Con- 
gress i  but  it  had  there  been  decided  that  losses  in 
consequence  of  capture  by  a  belliMrent  as  well  at 
by  danger  from  the  sea  were  to  be  borne  by  the 
concerned,  and  not  to  be  considered  as  guarantied 
by  the  national  Treasury. 

I  now  come  to  the  year  1806,  an  eventful  year 
to  the  foreign  commerce  of  our  people.  An  ex- 
travagant and  armed  trade  had  for  a  considerable 
time  been  carried  on  by  some  of  our  citizens  with 
the  emancipated  or  revolted  blacks  of  Hayli. 
The  French  Minister,conformably  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  Government,  remonstrated  against 
this  traffic  as  ungracious  and  improper;  and  un- 
der an  impression  that  our  citizens  ought  to  be 
restrained  from  intercourse  with  the  negroes  ol 
Hispanlola,  Congress  passed  an  act  forbidding 
that  altogether.  This  was  the  second  time  thai 
our  Oovernment  circumscribed  the  commercial 
conduct  of  its  citizens.  It  was  also  during  th 
year  that  memorials  were  forwarded  to  the  ext 
CUlive  and  legislative  branches  of  our  Govert 
>»'  )y  the  merchants  of  our  principal  lieaports, 
the  vexations  of  their  foreign  coran: 
'olerable,  and  calline  in  the  roost  ea 
relief  or  redress.    These  addresses  were 


mostly  composed  with  great  ability;  it  seemed 
as  if  the  merchants  were  in  danger  of  total  ruin. 
Their  situation  was  depicied  ai  being  deplora- 
n  the  extreme.  The  interposition  of  iheir 
Government  was  asked  in  the  must  stri-nuou« 
ind  pressing  terms;  and  your  table.  Mr.  Presi- 
lent,  was  literally  loaded  with  petitions.  The 
chief  cause  of  this  distress  was  briefly  ibis.  These 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales  were  engaged  dur- 
'ng  the  war  in  Europe,  in  a  commerce  with  ene- 
met  colonies*  not  open  in  time  of  peace;  by  this 
means,  the  produce  of  the  French  West  Indies 
was  conveyed  under  the  neutral  flag  to  the  mo- 
ther country.  Great  Britain  opposed  the  direct 
commerce  from  the  colony  10  France  tbtougb 
the  neutral  bottom.  The  neutral  then  evaded 
the  Btiempt  against  him  by  landing  the  colonial. 
produce  in  his  own  country,  and  after  having 
thus  neutralized  or  naturalized  it,  exported  it  un- 
der drawback  for  Bordeaux  or  Marseilles;  thia 
proceeding  was  aho  opposed  by  the  British,  and 
.uch  property  was  captured  and  condemned  in 
tecuting  their  orders  against  it.  Their  writers 
justified  their  conduct  by  charging  fraud  upon 
the  neutral  flag,  and  declaring  that  under  cover 
of  them  a  ''war  in  disguise"  was  carried  on,  while 
on  our  side  the  rights  of  neutrals  were  defended 
with  great  learning  and  ability  in  a  most  pro- 
found investigation  of  the  subject. 

Connected  with  these  events,  progressing  from 
had  to  worse,  are  some  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
which  I  deem  it  necessary  here  to  state.  Thia 
dignified  body  listened  with  peculiar  attention  to 
the  complaintH  of  the  merchants.  Their  tale  of 
sufi'erings  excited  a  general  sympathy.  The  moat 
studious  efforts  were  made  for  devising  a  plan 
of  relief;  at  last  it  occurred  that  the  peculiar  or- 
ganization of  the  Senate  would  enable  it  to  pursue 
a  course  different  from  the  ordinary  routine  of 
legislative  business.  In  its  executive  capacity, 
the  Senators  were  the  Constitutional  counsellors 
of  the  President  as  to  treaties  with  foreign  na- 
tions; and  the  Senate,  influenced  by  a  desire  of 
removing  the  difficulties  that  were  thicltening 
around  us,  resolved  to  express  their  sense  to  the 
President  upon  that  solemn  occasion.  After  full 
consideration  they  framed  two  strong  resolutioua, 
which  are  recorded  in  your  journal  of  that  ses- 
sion ;  the  one  expreised  indignant  feelings  at  the 
aggressions  matle  by  the  belligerents,  and  the 
other  requested  to  demand  restitution  and  repa- 
ration fur  the  captures,  condemnations,  and  im- 
pressments, they  had  committed.  The  members 
of  the  Senate  were  sent  to  communicate  theat 
resolutions  lo  the  President.  It  was  my  lot,  sir, 
to  be  employed  in  thai  service,  and  I  well  remem- 
ber the  interview.  What  effect  this  conduct  of 
the  Senate  produced  in  the  mind  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  is  imposi'ible  for  me  To  say,  but  certain  it 
is,  that  shortly  alter,  he  nominated  Mr.  Pinkney 
as  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  England,  and  the 
Senate  gave  their  advice  and  consent;  and  this 
important  step  was  taken  to  appease  mercantile 
uneasiness,  and  to  remove  obstructions  to  the 
freedom  of  commerce. 
This  same  year  was  niheted  ia  by  a  proclama- 
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tioo  of  G«DPrai  Ferrand,  the  French 
dani  «r  Si.  Domiogo,  imposing 
indr  of  oar  citizens;  and  a  partial  non-import- 
alioa  law  was  eoaclEd  agaiosl  GreaL  Brilaio  by 
Coognss  about  the  middle  of  April.  But  these 
WFreDDtall  theirnpediinenls  whtcb  arose.  Notices 
were  given  to  the  American  Minister  In  London 
of  wTcral  blockades.  The  chief  of  these  was 
that  dT  the  coast,  froin  ibe  Elbe  Id  Brest  inclu- 
siT&  to  Majr.  And  here,  as  it  occurs  to  me,  may 
1  iKBtioii.  tbe  spurious  blockade  of  Curra^oa, 
join  which  numerous  captures  were  made, 
AW  hsllri  to  complete  the  catalogue  of  disas- 
(m  far  IS06,  and  to  close  the  woful  climax,  the 
Freaeh  decree  of  Berlin  came  forth  ia  Norem- 
bcT.  lad,  as  if  sporting  with  the  interests  and  feel- 
iofi  of  Americans,  proclaimed  Great  Britain  and 
fcfr  progeDy  of  isles  to  be  in  a  stale  of  blockade. 

Hopes  bad  been  entertained  that  such  a  violent 
and  eoDTiilsed  condition  of  society,  would  not  be 
□f  ItKig  dnratloD.  Experience,  hoireTer,  soon 
proved  ihal  the  infuriate  rage  of  man  was  as 
ret  nuMtisfied,  and  had  much  greater  lengths 
w  go.  For,  early  in  the  succeeding  year  (1807,) 
ao  order  of  the  Briti.sh  Council  was  issued,  by 
which  the  trade  of  neutrals,  and  of  course  of 
Ameiican  citizens,  wan  interdicted  from  the  port 
ofoneheUigeTeiK  to  the  port  of  another.  And 
in  the  ensDiDg  May,  the  rirers  Elbe,  Weser,  and 
Ems,  with  the  iDterjacent  coasts,  were  declared 
by  ihem  to  be  iD  a  state  of  blockade,  and  a  simi- 
lar itecUratiQD  was  made  on  their  part  to  neutrals 
in  i«prd  to  the  straits  of  the  Dardenelles,  and 
the  ciiy  of  Smyrna.  Bnt  these  were  but  sub' 
otdioiie  incidents  in  this  commercial  drama ;  the 
cUBsirophe  of  the  tragedy  was  soon  to  be  devel- 
oped. -Od  the  22d  of  June,  by  a  formal  order 
'fiama  British  admiral,  our  frigate  Chesapeake, 
'  Icaring  her  port  for  a  distant  service,  was  ai- 
'  lacked  by  one  of  these  vessels,  which  had  been 
'  lyiag  in  onr  harbors  under  the  indulgence  ot 
'  Hspiialitv,  was  disabled  from  proceeding,  had 
'  several  ofher  crew  killed,  and  four  taki  " 

IiuKdiately  the  President  by  pioclan 
Addicted  our  harbors  and  waters  to  all  British 
■RMd  vessels,  and  forbade  intercourse  with  them. 
Hate  an  uncertainty  how  far  hostilities  ^ 
iimied,  and  the  (own  of  Norfolk  being  thi 
fad  with  an  immediate  attack,  a  sufficient  force 
tnt  mined  for  the  protection  of  that  pit 
nKBotluT  preparations  commenced  and  [ 
as  tiie  prospect  rendered  proper. 

/ofiiTtberaDce  of  these  schemes.a  procl: 
was  poblished,  holding  all  their  absent  seamen  i 
their allesiance,  recalling  them  from  foreign  sei 
TJces.  and  denouncing  heavy  penalties  for  disobi 
diescc.     The  operation  of  this  upon  the  America 
metehaal  service  would  have  been  very  sensibly 
fcit.     Many    British   born   subjects  were  In  the 
employ  of  onr  merchants,  and  that  very  Govern- 
tneat  which   claimed  as  a  British  subject  every 
American  citizen  who  had  been   but  two  years  a 
aeamen  in  their  service,  refused  to  be  bound  by 
iheirown  rale  in  relation  to  British  subjects  who 
bad  served  an  equal  term  on  board  the  ships  of 
t^  Uailed  States.    But  this  was  not  all.    The 


month  of  November  was  disltnguished  by  an  order 
retaliating  on  France  a  decree  passed  by  her  sorae- 
befare,  declaring  the  sale  of  ships  by  bellig- 
erents to  be  illegal ;  and  thus,  by  virtue  of  eoncur- 
^nt  acts  of  these  implacable  enemies,  the  poor 
eutral  found  it  impossible  to  purchase  a  ship 
,thet  froma  subject  of  Great  Britain  orofFtance. 
That  season  of  gloctn  was  famous,  or  rather  in- 
famous, for  another  act,  prohibiting  wholly  the 
ommerce  of  neutrals  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Iritain,  and  for  yet  another,  pregnant  with  the 
principles  of  lardly  domination,  on  their  part,  and 
of  colonial  vassalage  on  our.  by  which  the  citi- 
zens of  these  independent  and  sovereign  States 
are  compelled  to  pay  duties  on  their  cargoes  in 
British  ports,  and  receive  licenses  under  the  au- 
thority of  that  Government,  as  a  condition  of 
being  permitted  to  irad'e  io  any  part  of  Europe  iit 

This  outrageous  edict  on  the  part  of  Britain 
was  succeeded  by  another  on  the  side  of  France, 
equalling,  or  if  possible,  surpassing  it  in  injustice. 
In  December  came  forth  the  decree  of  Milan,  en- 
forcing the  decree  of  Berlin  against  American 
trade;  dooming  to  confiscation  every  vessel  of 
the  United  States  that  had  been  boarded  or  even 
spoken  to  by  a  Britoo,  and  encouraging,  by  the 
most  unjustifiable  litres,  passengers  and  sailors  to 
turn  informers.  TFie  abominable  mandate  was 
quickly  echoed  in  Spain,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
approbation  of  His  Most  Catholic  Majesty.  It  has 
been  executed  with  shocking  atrocity.  In  ad- 
dition to  other  calamities,  the  properly  of  neu- 
trals has   been  sequestered   in  France,  and   their 


European  world,  when  Congress  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  declare  an  embargo  on  our  own  vessels. 
Denmark  and  Prussia,  and  Russia,  and  Portugal, 
had  become  associated  or  allied  with  France; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Sweden,  tbe  commerce 
of  our  citizens  was  prohibited,  by  the  mutually 
vindictive  and  retaliating  belligerents,  from  the 
White  Sea  to  the  Adriatic.  American  ships  and 
were  declared  the  prize  and  plunder  of 
.tending  Powers.  The  widely  extended 
commerce  of  our  people  was  to  be  crushed  to 
atoms  between  the  two  mighty  millstones,  or 
prudently  withdrawn  from  its  dangerous  expo- 
sure, and  detained  in  safely  at  home.  Policy  and 
prudence  dictated  the  latter  measure.  And  as 
the  ocean  was  become  the  scene  of  political  storm 
and  tempe^t.  more  dreadful  than  bad  ever  agita- 
ted the  physical  elements,  our  citizens  were  ad- 
monished to  partake  of  that  security  for  their  per- 
sons and  property, in  the  peaceful  havens  of  their 
country,  which  they  sought  in  vain  oo  the  high 
seas  and  in  European  harbors.  The  regulations, 
so  destructive  toour  commerce,  were  not  enacted 
by  us.  They  were  imposed  upon  us  by  foreign  ty- 
rants. Congress  had  no  volition,  to  vole  upon 
the  question.  In  tbe  shipwreck  of  our  trade,  all 
that  remained  for  us  to  do,  was  to  save  as  much 
as  we  could  from  perishing,  and  as  far  as  our  ef- 
forts would  go,  to  prevent  a  total  loss. 
I  touch,  with  a  delicate  hand,  the  mission  of 
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Mr.  Rose.  The  arrival  of  this  Envo;  Eiiraor- 
Jinary  from  Britain  was  nearly  of  the  same  date 
with  an  order  of  his  Gorernmenl,  blockading  Car- 
ihageaa,  Cadiz,  and  St.  Lucar,  and  the  inlerme- 
diaie  porlsof  Spain,  and  thereby  vexing  [be  cum- 
merce  of  American  ciiizena.  The  unsuccessful 
termination  of  his  negotiation  has  been  but  a  fen 
moDihi  since  followed  by  a  refusal  on  the  part  of 
his  Oovernment  to  rescind  its  orders,  that  work 
■o  much  oppression  toour  commerce,  on  condition 


And  the  French  Ministry  has  treated  a 
similar  friendly  and  pacific  overture,  from  our 
Executive,  with  total  disregard.  In  addition  to 
all  which  we  learn,  from  the  highest  source  of 
intelligence,  that  llie  British  naval  commander 
ftt  Barbadoes  did,  about  the  middle  of  October, 
declare  the  French  leeward  CaribbeaD  islands  to 
be  in  a  state  of  strict  blockade,  and  cautioning 
neotrals  to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  under 
pain  of  capture  and  condemnation. 

If  it  should  appear  lo  you,  sir,  that  I  have  dwelt 
with  too  much  minuteness  on  the  series  of  events 
that  have  progressed  step  by  step  to  the  present 
crisis,  the  only  apology  I  have  tu  offer  is,  that  I 
consider  it  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  ascertniu- 
ing  what  the  situation  of  the  nation  truly  is.  Un- 
equal indeed  is  the  contest  between  the  weak  and 
the  strong.  Where  force  is  substituted  for  prin- 
ciple, it  is  vain  and  useless  to  talk  of  rights.  Two 
foreign  nations  are  contending  with  gigantic  ef- 
forts for  superiority.  Thev  have  labored,  with  bnt 
too  much  Buccesn,  to  make  the  bystanders  take 
aides  In  the  contest.  Our  Chiveramenl  has  hith- 
erto magnanimously  maintained  its  neutraiity. 
Yielding  to  the  solicitations  of  neithor,  it  whs  de- 
tirous  of  doing  impartial  justice  to  the  two,  But 
ibis  fair  and  equal  demeanor  would  not  satisfy 
them.  The  tempter  not  unfrequently  practises 
upon  innocence  the  arts  of  circumvention)  and 
exalted  virtue  gives  to  its  possesser  no  indemnity 
■gainst  malice.  The  upnghtoesB  of  our  public 
conduct  was  pleasing  neither  to  Albion  nor  to 
Qaul.  And  as  we  had  refused  to  become  the  ally 
of  either,  we  have  to  a  certain  degree  suffered  the 
hostility  of  both.  The  ancient  and  venerable  code 
prescribing  low  to  civilized  communities,  is  abro- 
gated. New  and  capriciousinventlonSj  calculated 
to  suit  the  clamor  of  a  party,  or  the  spite  of  a  foe, 
are  substituted  in  their  stead.  The  freedom  of 
the  ocean  is  taken  away.  This  highway  of  na- 
tions is  infested  with  freebooters  and  pirates; 
tnd  the  more  powerful  legislates  for  the  rest,  in 
all  cases  whatever.  Towards  ourselves  the  old 
colonial  principle  is  revived.  Americans  may 
navigate  the  seas  indeed,  but  on  condition  of  pay- 
ing duties  to  Britain,  oi  taking  from  her  licenses 
lo  trade,  and  observing  such  further  directions  as 
it  shall  please  her  to  prescribe. 

Are  the  American  people  prepared  to  submit  to 
this'!  Having  examined  in  my  cursory  manner 
the  modern  and  I  may  say  the  present  state  of  our 
a&it^  1  shall  next  take  a  basty  retrospect  of  this 
American  people,  white  ^ei  related  to  Britain  as 
colonists,  and  before  the  idea  of  a  separation  had 
SDtered  into  the  boldest  head.    The  Parliament  < 


and  Council  maintained  the  tight  to  lax  and  bind 
the  colonies.  The  people  of  the  planlationi  and 
colonies,  since  risen  to  the  dignity  of  Stales,  de* 
nied  the  pernicious  doctrine.  The  mother  couotl^ 
prepared  to  enforce  it ;  and  the  colonies  meditated 
resistance. 

Duties  were  laid  upon  paper,  glass,  and  paint- 
er's colors,  to  be  collected  at  the  ports  of  entry  in 
the  colonies.  Public  indignation  was  never  more 
vehement.  Ii  was  eommanicftted  with  electrical 
speed,  from  one  extremity  of  the  Empire  to  lh« 
other.  It  was  resolved  lo  defeat  the  stamp  act 
by  a  refusal  to  buy  its  paper.  All  business  was 
at  a  stand;  memorials  and  remonstrances  were 
forwarded  to  the  King  and  to  the  Parliament. 
The  discontent  was  so  well  grounded  and  so 
deeply  Qxed,  that  Hillsborough,  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  the  colonies,  trembled  for  ihe  conse- 
quences. Resistance,  in  the  form  of  insurrection 
or  rebellion,  seemed  inevitable,  and  to  prerent 
the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  the  odious  statute  was 
repealed.  The  freemen  of  New  York  were  al- 
most frantic  with  joy  on  this  occasion,  and  tbey 
erected  a  superb  stalue  to  Chatham  for  bis  exer- 
tions against  the  continuance  of  the  law.  Their 
countrymen,  from  Kennebec  to  Savannah,  sym- 
pathized with  them  in  their  honest  eieriions. 

The  duties  on  the  other  articles  were  also  re- 
pealed ;  but  the  Parliament  adhering  to  the  rieht 
of  taxation,  and  determining  to  test  the  princi- 
ple, reserved  a  small  impost  on  tea,,  to  be  collect- 
ed in  the  colonies.  All  the  resentment  which 
the  stamp  act  had  excited,  was  revived  on  this 
occasion;  murmurs  increased  lo  uproar.  To 
enforce  the  eiecuttou  of  this  law,  the  officers  of 
the  British  navy  were  commissionsd  toactalao 
as  officers  of  ibe  revenue.  To  manifest  their  op- 
position the  people  refused  to  consume  the  lea. 
They  carried  their  aversion  so  far  that  the  tick- 
ets of  tiie  State  lottery,  a  fourth  part  of  which 
had  usually  been  purchased  in  the  colonies,  re- 
mained unsold.  They  refused  to  Import  British 
merchandise.  They  established  domestic  maou- 
factures.  They  destroyed  the  obnoxious  drug  on 
board  the  vessels  which  brought  it.  They  de- 
fended their  privilege  against  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary force  sent  to  subdue  them.  In  short,  they 
defended  their  holy  cause:  they  expelled  the  en- 
emy from  their  shores,  and  finally  iney  achieved 
the  independence  of  their  country.  If,  in  the 
year  1766,  our  predecessors  could  declare  a  noa> 
importation  agreement,  rather  than  submit  lo 
foreign  taxation,  what  ought  the  present  race  of 
Americans  to  do  in  1808,  when  menaced  with 
similar  exactions  from  abroadi 

That  the  present  case  is  stronger  than  that 
which  preceded  nnd  induced  the  Revolution, 
may  be  inferred  from  several  considerations:  The 
American  Governments  were  at  that  time  de- 
pendent colonies;  they  are  now  independent 
States.  The  British  Parliament  had  at  least  the 
color  of  right  to  levy  money  upon  them  ;  ihef 
have  now  no  legal  pretext  whatever.  It  whb 
then  alleged  thai  the  money  raised  on  thec(do> 
nies  would  be  employed  in  their  own  proleclioa 
and  defence;  but  now'ihere  is  not  eveo  «  pae- 
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teaee  of  the  kind :  tbeo  the  colonies  looked  to  < 
■be  King  of  thM  cauntTyas  Ibeir  proper  sover- 
eign,  and  ibe  iour?e  of  all  honor  and  power; . 
Dov  he  is  aa  aliea  lo  them,  and  the  allegiance 
ibatOBCB  connected  the  prince  and  his  subjecls 
baibren  absulTed  by  bit  owo  acl.  And  yet  rao- 
utj  ii  demaaded  by  ibat  monarch,  from  this  very 
peo^for  the  privilege  of  naTigaliog'  the  ocean, 
aadof  carrying  her  merchandise  (o  the  Conti- 
BCDicT  Europe! 

Did  the  people  of  the  tJoited  Slates  authorize 
i^puUic  agents  lo  consent  lo  this  1  No.  Hare 
thcPrnident  and  Senate  conceded  ibe  point  by 
irae  of  the  tieaty-makiag  power?  No.  Are 
ihe  American  people  represented  in  the  Parlia- 
taeni  ibal  authorized  these  arbitrary  measures  1 
They  ire  not.  Do  they  allow  that  they  oushi  to 
k  (axed  where  they  are  not  represented  7  They 
JaooL  Is  this  highminded  nalioii  prepared,  at 
the  age  of  ibiTty-gve  years,  to  sorrender  its  inde- 
pendence by  stibiiiilling  to  domination  at  which 
tke  infant  colonies  tevolted  7  I  cannot  believe 
JL  Will  they  consent  to  pay  duties  on  their  eX' 
porta,  when  repaired  by  a  foreign  Govemmenl, 
while  their  own  Constitution  expressly  with- 
holds  *ach  a  power  from  Congress  1  I  think  not, 
by  no  means.  But  I  shall  he  (old  that  this  is  an 
external  R^nlaiioD,  and  has  no  possible  connex- 
ion wiib  oor  internal  and  domestic  concerns. 
Why  really,  if  this  is  the  fact,  I  cannol  but  ad- 
mire the  dollaess  of  British  statesmen  forty  years 
ago-  The  simpletons  of  that  day  conceived  it 
neeesnry  to  collect  the  amount  of  duties  in  the 
colonial  ports  where  the  ^oods  were  entered  for 
eonsniDption.  The  experiment  cost  tbem  an  em- 
pire, bat  it  taught  them  an  important  lesson. 
They  learned  from  it  a  more  easy  and  effectual 
modeof  uxation  :  This  was  to  charge  a  duty  on 
(beirnwn  exports,  and  collect  the  money  in  their 
cities  at  home,  and  by  the  bands  of  their  officers 
(here.  They  have  successfully  followed  this  lU' 
eniive  bniiness  overBineelbe  expedient  occurred 
ID  them.  Such  has  been  the  avidity  of  the  Amer- 
kaatlo  eonsame  British  manufactureB,  that  they 
We  always  contributed  largely  to  the  ways  and 
ntui  of  tiiat  Government.  It  has  been  calcu- 
bitiipon  as  a  sure  and  efficient  fund.  One  mny 
afaaiM  credit  the  declarations  of  certain  British 
(aihnbsts,  who  declare  the  loss  of  the  colonies 
tohavtbeeo  a  hiessing,  inasmuch  as  they  were 
finnerly  very  expensive,  and  paid  no  taxes,  and 
upnstnt  contribute  large  sums  of  money,  and 
are  001  chargeable  at  all.  And  with  this  tax,  in 
addiiioD  to  light  money,  quarantine  fees,  coovoy 
daty,  port  charges,  toppage,  keelage,  and  various 
othei  things  that  have  not  yet  received  names  in 
the  comnKreial  nomenclature  of  America,  has 
ovr  commerce  with  Great  Britain  been  constant- 
ly faordened.  As,  however,  these  were  in  reality 
tcgolations  of  a  domestic  and  municipal  nature, 
a  compliance  with  them  involved  no  dishonor. 
If  oar  people  voluntarily  entered  their  ports,  they 
were  bound  to  obey  their  laws.  But  on  the  late 
oecasioB  this  arrogant  Power  has  gone  a  greater 
length.  American  citizens  Davigating  the  ocean, 
wad  lawfully  porsiMog  their  own  huainest,  are 


arrested  on  (heir  voyage,  and  compelled,  as  a 
diiion  of  proceeding,  to  pay  an  impost  for  the 
cargo,  or  in  other  words  to  purchase  a  license  to 
them  lo  go  to  their  place  of  Jestinalion, 
whether  outward  or  homeward  bound.  What 
other  expedients  those  political  economists  may 
have  in  reserve  for  raising  further  suras  of  m«iey 
on  our  trade,  I  am  not  CEdipus  enough  to  ttntia- 
dle.  As  far,  however,  as  I  can  comprehend  (he 
before  me,  it  is  marked  with  stronger  fea- 
ihao  those  which  characterized  the  dawn- 
ing Revoluiiou.  1  cannot  suppose  that  any  lux- 
ury has  corrupted,  during  the  short  period  of 
their  existence,  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  Amer- 
people.  The  old  Whig  temperament  still 
ves  unchanged,  uoadulterated.  And  he  who 
has  but  a  single  drop  of  wbiggish  blood  in  bia 
ever  he  ready  lo  assert  the  good  old 
principles,  and  niainlain  them  inviolate.  If  lam 
deceived  in  this,  I  ihould  not  err  materially  to 
expressing  my  doubts  whether  the  acquisition  of 
independence  is  to  be  considered  as  a  blessing. 
Upon  principle,  therefore,  the  Hevolulionary  pa- 
triots liave  set  us  a  noble  precedent.  They  car- 
ried their  self-denial  to  an  absolute  privation  of 
intercourse.  Is  there  firmness  enough  at  the  pres- 
carry  such  a  law  into  opeiation?  I 
know  thai,  at  home  and  abroad,  the  most  subtle 
•  adopted  10  thwart  us.  For  exam- 
ple: Our  Don-imnoriation  law,  in  forbidding  Irish 
us,  was  calculated  to  encourage  the  inlrodue- 
of  them  from  the  Netherlands  and  Silesia. 
But  the  Britiah  Ministry  frame  iheir  orders  to 
prohibit  this,  unless  we  pay  duties  to  them,  and 
thus  purchase  the  privilege.  Our  embargo  law 
rendered  it  unlawful  for  the  collectors  to  give 
clearances  lo  American  vessels;  yet,  to  defeat 
this  regulation,  the  British  Oovertiors  instantly 
open  the  West  India  ports  lo  all  manner  of  per- 
I  that  will  run  away  without  them.  While 
gunboats  anil  cutters  are  watching  the  har- 
I  and  sounds  of  the  Atlantic,  a  strange  inver- 
I  of  business  ensues,  and  by  a  retrograde  motion 
of  all  the  interior  machinerv  of  the  country, 
d  lumber  are  launched  upon  the  lakei, 
and  Champlaio  and  Ontario  feel  the  bustle  of 
illicit  trade  ;  aod  strange  to  tell,  under  the  em- 
bargo system,  the  southern  atmosphere  has  be- 
come so  subject  lo  gales  and  tempests  from  ihe 
north,  thai  our  poor  coasters,  who  love  to  hog 
their  native  shores,  are  by  distress  of  weather 
often  driven  lo  Cuba  sod  Jamai.B,  and  there 
forced  (dire  necessity!)  lo  sell  their  cargoes  to 
repair  the  damage  they  have  sustained,  and  reSt 
for  a  return  to  thai  land  which  they  are  longing 
and  sickening  to  see. 

If  1  have  not  erred  in  my  reasoning,  the  embar- 
go was  correct  in  its  principle,  and  would  also  be 
correct  in  its  contiouaoce  under  the  increasiag 
aggressions  of  the  belligerent  nations.  Bat  it  is 
contended  by  the  honorable  mover  (Mr.  Hillc- 
hoube)  of  the  resolution,  that  expedtencif  ought 
to  govern  us  on  this  occasion ;  and  thus  I  sup- 
pose Ibe  exception  will  be  as  broad  as  ibe  rule. 
Let  us  examine  the  ai^umeots  in  favor  of  this 
expediency. 
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We  are  told  that  tbe  embargo,  if  continued, 
will  ruio  our  commerce.  Tbe  true  operation  of 
the  embars^o  is  lo  save  our  commerce  from  spoil 
and  depredation  of  foreign  Powprs.  Tb 
tbac  our  own  Qovernment  is  unfriendlf 
merce  is  wholly  unfounded  ;  from  comtu 
derive  tbe  greater  part  of  our  revenue.  And  lo 
destroy  tbai  source  of  income  would  be  to  com- 
mit ao  act  of  political  suicide.  It  would  be  kill- 
ing ibehen  that  lays  the  golden  eggs.  To  every 
Grson  who  understands  the  history  of  our  em 
rrassments,  and  knows  how  iucessanlly  Oov. 
cruraeni  has  been  laboring  to  protect,  secure,  and 
improve  ihe  commerce  of  its  citizens,  such  a  de- 
claration must  appear  wholly  gtoundleas.  Why, 
sir,  ibe  exitliog quarrels  are  surely  commercial; 
tbey  are  oeiiher  territorial  nor  genealogies '  " 
am  ooe  of  tbe  warmest  frietids  to  American 
merce,  and  alwavs  have  been.  .1  nisb  as  heartily 
as  any  man  all  the  prosperity  to  that  useful  occu- 
pation that  it  merits.  No  gentleman  regrets  more 
than  myself  that  it  has  been  harassed  ao  much 
by  tbe -parties  at  war.  No  one  regretted  more 
ttian  1  the  imperious  necessity  under  which  ibey 
laid  us  of  employiDjic  an  embargo.  And  I  am 
anxiously  looking  for  ihe  time  wheo,  with  safety 
to  commerce,  it  may  be  removed.  If  a  repeal  of 
the  embargo  law  would  restore  our  commerce  to 
its  former  tbrifl,  1  would  call  for  tbe  question  in- 
stantly, and  pive  It  my  affirmative.  But,  in  the 
present  ^lace  of  tbe  world,  it  will  do  no  such 
thing,  As  soon  as  tbe  restrictions  are  taken  off 
captures  and  condemnations  will  be  renewed,  and 
(he  rapacity  of  tbe  spoilers,  stimulated  by  ava- 
rice, as  huDger  is  increased  by  abstinence,  will  be 
greedy  lo  seize  and  not  easy  to  satiate.  As  to 
chaDgiog  the  commercial  habits  of  our  people,  it 
is  idle  to  attempt  it;  the  disposition  is  already 
formed,  and  it  cannot  be  altered.  This  nation  is 
Dot  a  new-born  babe,  whom  we  can  mould  and 
fashion  as  we  please,  but  it  may  be  compared  to 
a  sturdy  youth,  with  habits  that  will  never  alter. 
Nor  ia  ihis  trading  spirit  peculiar  to  the  seaports. 
It  pervades  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  coun- 
try, and  delights  as  much  in  the  purchase  of 
lands  and  their  produce  as  of  ships  and  their  car- 
goes. Such,  then,  being  tbe  turn  and  disposiiion 
of  our  people,  it  Is  as  much  out  of  tbe  power  of 
the  Government  to  eradicate  their  mercantile 
habits,  even  if  it  would,  as  it  was  impossible  for 
tbe  rulers  of  France  to  abolish  the  Sabbatb. 

it  is  urged  that  the  embargo  will  deprive 
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Treasury,  tu  bear  us  along  fur  a  considerable  time 
to  come.  The  stagnating  capital  of  commerce 
will  partly  be  turned  into  land,  and  the  purchasers 
of  these  national  lands  will  pay  ibe  value  into 
the  Treasury.  There  will  be  a  large  increase  of 
revenue  from  this  source.  By  the  reduction  of 
the  public  debt,  underihe  present  Administration, 
thirty  millioDs  of  dollars,  there  will  be  a  saving 
of  ail  the  interest  that  was  hitherto  paid  upon 
.  that  portion  of  the  principal.  And  with  a  dis- 
creet economy  in  our  finance,  we  shall  find 
enough  lo  answer  our  current  purposes.    It  must 


be  owned  indeed  that  the  political  attnospbere  is 
cloudy.  It  would  be  do  cause  of  surprise  lo  me, 
that  (be  gloom  and  darkness  should  increase  and 
thicken  around  us.  But  if  Ibis  should  bappeo, 
the  patriot  heart  ought  not  to  he  appalled.  Par 
my  own  part,  I  never  permitted  myself  to  despair 
of  (he  Rejiublic.  Tbe  storm  will  pasa  away,  aad 
tbe  cheering  rays  of  tbe  sun  will  beam  upon  ub 
again.  Suppose,  however,  that  the  finances  be 
deficient.  The  public  faith  is  unimpaired.  The 
nadonal  credit  is  unlimiied.  Lenders  will  pre- 
sent themselves  in  abundance,  offering  their 
money  upon  loan,  on  the  most  accommodating 
terms,  like  an  individual  whom  losses  and  disap- 
pointments have  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  bor- 
rowing moderate  sums  to  facilitate  bis  business, 
this  nation  may  employ  a  temporary  accommo- 
dation in  its  pecuniary  concerns,  with  benefit  to 
the  citizens  and  without  disrepute  to  itself.  Bet- 
ter times  will  arrive,  and  the  sure  and  certaia 
hope  of  this  event  will  be  allowed,  upon  moral, 
political,  and  even  on  Christian  principles,  to  bea 
firm  ground  of  reliance.  Again,  it  is  urged,  on 
the  side  of  expediency,  that  the  surplus  produce. 
if  kept  at  home  under  tbe  embargo,  will  spoil 
upon  our  bands.  Better,  sir,  to  accumulate  ia 
our  barns  and  stores,  than  pass  into  tbe  possessioa 
of  enemies.  By  the  bouniy  of  Providence  our 
land  has  been  productive  beyond  measure.  Oor 
citizens  now  revel  in  abundance  of  good  things. 
For  tbe  plenty  poured  into  the  lap  of  their  coun- 
try, they  are  ungrateful  to  repine.  Tbey  ought 
on  the  other  band  lo  be  thankful,  and  I  trust  liief 
are  so.  For  an  accumulation,  it  is  eminentlf 
desirable  there  should  be  an  outlet.  The  demand 
for  our  provisions  in  foreign  parts  arises  in  a  great 
degree  from  tbe  occupation  of  men  in  pursuits 
dinerent  from  tbe  raising  of  articles  for  foodj  and 
our  demand  for  articles  offoreign  growth  or  mantl- 
faciure,  proceeds  from  the  employment  of  onr 
people  in  the  culture  of  such  substances  as  are 
proper  to  support  human  life.  The  former  class 
comprehends  eaters  or  consumers  of  provisions, 
wbo  do  not  labor  to  rear  them.  To  the  latter, 
belong  the  growers  or  cultivators  wbo  are  directly 
engaged  in  procuring  sustenance.  The  surplus 
produce  of  each  of  these  classes  is  exchanged  for 
Ihe  accommodation  of  the  oihcr.  Now,  if  liie 
eating  class  should  increase  on  our  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  consumption  will  be  promoted  just  as 
as  if  our  provisions  should  he  carried  abtoad, 
tbe  farmer  wilt  obtain  purchasers  in  his 
try,  who  will  pay  him  as  good  prices  as  for- 
eigners; be$ir1es,  it  remains  to  be  proved  that  the 
removal  of  the  embargo  would  restore  ihe  safe 
transportation,  the  rapid  sales,  and  the  high  re- 
ceipts, so  vehemently  desired.  The  ocean  is  in- 
fested by  harpies,  who  will  sinatcb  tbe  food  front 
our  mouths.  Perishable  cargoes  will  be  lust  to 
them  under  confiscation,  or  will  spoil  under  de- 
tention. I(  is  wholly  a  petitio  principii,  to  sar 
that  a  removal  of  ibe  existing  restrictions  will 
difiuse  an  anli^cpiic  virtue  sufficient  to  keepilour 
and  fish  from  decay.  But  the  auri  tacra/amu 
burns  with  impatience,  and,  in  tbe  lottery  of  trade, 
overlooks  the  adverse  chaaces,  and  calculates 
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with  ceilUDty  on  [be  possession  of  a  prize;  a 
if  my  esEJmatei   oflhe   benefits  were  &s  eilra' 
gtnt  as  those  of  some  gentlemeo,  1  aboald  ji 
wi(b  ibem  in  the  aDCoDdilional  remoral  oi  the 
mtniDi-t.     But,  even  then,  I  should  differ  with 
ihem  on  OBe  point ;  instead  of  clamoriDg  araiDst 
QUTOvn  Goverament,  I  Ehoulil  vent  my  inaigoa- 
lion  igainst  lh«   belligerents,  the   real  authors  of 

Sgpposmg,  howerer,  that  the  class  of  persoDS 
whoeoDSDme  provisions  without  laboring  directly 
lani-tthem,  should  iocreate  in  the  United  States, 
wai  iltrreby  enlarge  our  domestic  market,  this 
KryoeeoTivDce  is  made  a  subject  of  alarm,  under 
a  pnKnee  that  a  systematic  plan  is  in  operation 
Miiiiibilaie  commerce,  and  substitute  raanufaC' 
"lORs  in  its  place.  This  is  one  of  the  most  idle 
wtimsies  that  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  a 
nteiman.  Reasoners  often  bewilder  themselves 
ky  ideal  or  imaginary  distinctions,  that  have  no 
nnndatioo  in  nature;  they  make  partitions  io  the 
intetleeinal  resjions,  like  the  invisible  or  arbitrary 
bin  of  geometers,  and  not  by  the  rivers  and 
mountaiDs.  which  disiioguish  ibe  face  of  nature, 
jod  which  every  eye  can  discern.  Commerce  Is 
10  be  saerified  at  tlie  shrine  of  maoufaelures.  It 
wonld  be  a  pitiful  commerce  that  could  be  carried 
OD  wiihoai  mannfactures.  And  1  will  oCfer  as 
one  of  the  oaanswerable  urguments  against  this 
falfaeioo*  reasoning,  that  the  ship,  without  which 
commerce  caonot  be  carried  on,  is  a  domestic 
mana&ctnre.  Our  cilizens  have  become  profi- 
cients ID  this  exquisite  art,  and  I  hope  they  will 
never  forgei  their  skill.  The  coosirnciion  of  the 
ihip.  in  which  our  productions  are  to  be  carried 
to  foreign  markets,  implies  the  existence  of  a 
elulcr  of  TnaDufactures,  and  without  their  aid. 
the  ship  cannot  be  equipped  for  sea.  A  eommer' 
cial  ilate  of  society,  therefore,  presupposes  the 
istabliihroeot  of  manufactures,  and  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  them.  I  hope  the  aSvocates 
ef  commerce  will  not  proscribe  the  shipwright's 
uadkraft,  and  for  feat  of  promoting  domestic 
mMobeinres,  go  beyond  the  seas  to  buy  their 
nftdt.  The  snip  manufacture  is  one  of  the  arts 
t^eaBfers  disiiuction  and  honor  to  America.  I 
*nh  frospetity  to  the  ship-builder,  and  to  the 
rapt-oiker,  and  the  joiner,  and  the  rigger,  and 
the  laiaicr,  and  the  glazier,  and  the  plumlier,  and 
iron-faniider,  and  the  blaeksmiih,  and  the  other 
laborers  »ho  work  with  him  io  this  admirable 
DMflaAcute  ;  and  my  good  wishes  extend  to  him 
wboi^pes  the  spars  and  masts,  prepares  the  tar 
and  torpentine,  forms  the  copper  into  bolts  and 
s^rts.  and  forms  the  hemp  into  canvass.  In  the 
ftDoitore  of  the  ship  too,  Mr.  President,  are  con- 
tained  other  mannfaclures,  which  do  the  highest 
ttOBor  Io  the  hand  and  the  head  of  man;  ibe  tele- 
scope, the  qnadranl,  the  chronometer,  the  compass, 
with  gunpowder  and  artillery.  And  yet  the  gen- 
tleman from  CoDoecticut  is  tenibly  afraid  that 
maaofactnrcs  will  supplant  commerce.  While  the 
ship  coDtinues  to  be  the  pride  and  boast  of  Amer- 
ica, and  a(  man,  let  no  one  decry  manufactures; 
for  wiibont  a  constellation  of  auxiliar  arts,  that 
■tnpcDdoiu    manafacture    cannot  exist.    While 


on  the  subject  of  manufactures,  I  mus^t  do  these 
States  the  justice  to  remark,  thai  Ihey  are  already 
become  a  great  manufanuriitg  country.  The 
manufaetores  in  iron,  from  the  gathering  of  the 
ore,  through  the  operations  of  forging  and  refining, 
up  to  the  casting  of  hollow  ware,  the  preparation 
of  nails,  and  fabrication  of  cannon,  are  pursued 
with  great  success.  Works  io  pelts  and  skins, 
such  an  Ipaiher,  military  accoutremeois,  iiaddlery, 
tronks,  gloves,  breeches,  shoes,  boots,  harness- 
making,  and  book-binding,  are  carried  on  to  wide 
extent.  Preparations  of  wood  in  cabinet  ware, 
furniture,  and  carriages,  are  done  in  beautiful 
style;  in  woollen  goods,  the  combioalion  of  ill' 
duGtry,  with  skill,  has  passed  from  the  family  fire- 
side to  public  iostitutioDs.  The  brass-founder,  the 
CDpper'smilh,  the  jeweller,  and  the  wire-worker, 
have  made  distinguished  progress  in  their  respect- 
ive arts.  I  pass  over  brewing,  distillery,  and  a 
hundredolheremployments,  that  I  may  give  credit 
to  the  Congress  for  the  aid  given  to  certain  other 
branches  of  manufacture  a  few  sessions  ago.  By 
exemption  of  rags  from  the  payment  of  duties, 
iple  stock  was  provided  for  the  paper  mills, 
d  an  additional  supply  of  [be  materials  prepared 
for  gazettes,  pamphlets,  and  books,  so  necessary  to 
a  free  aod  well-informed  people.  By  a  similar 
regulation  io  favor  of  regutus  of  antimony,  the 
nfacture  of  types  was  favored,  and  such  aid 
n  to  literature,  that  already  the  Greek  and 
n  classics  appear  in  American  print.  The 
preparation  of  mill-stones,  and  flour,  that  staple  of 
our  coDotry,  was  encouraged  by  permitting  an- 
wrought  burrs  to  be  imported  from  their  quarlzy 
strata  in  France,  free  from  imposts.  In  like  man- 
[he  admission  of  clay,  cork,  gypsum,  bristles, 
hides,  bullioD,  furs,  wool,  and  many  other  articles, 
e  worked  beneficial  effects  upon  our  domes- 
manufactures.  In  this  enumeration  there  is 
mention  of  the  manufactures  which  depress 
the  character  and  prostrate  the  sool  of  man.  I 
hope  the  degeneracy  which  accompanies  the  silk 
manufacture  at  Lyons,  the  cotton  manufacture  at 
Manchester,  aod  the  hard-ware  manufacture  at 
Birmingham  and  SbefSeld,  will  never,  oerer  be 
seen  in  tbete  abodes  of  liberty.  Indeed,  it  is  im- 
possible it  should,  while  indus[ry  is  rewarded 
with  the  highest  wages,  and  where  land  can  be 
bought  at  a  moderate  price.  That  compact  popu- 
'  tion,  where  there  are  more  mouths  than  food, 
id  those  statutes  of  apprenticeship  and  poor  laws 
which  tie  up  the  bands  of  the  subject,  and  almost 
deprive  him  of  locomotion,  are  unknown  among 
us.  The  miseries  consequent  upon  an  over-popu- 
lation, and  upon  the  manufactures  which  grow 
oDt  of  that  state  of  society,  are  as  yet  so  far  off, 
that  centuries  must  pass  away  before  they  will 
overtake  us. 

The  people  moreover,  it  is  contended,  will  not 
endure  the  embargo,  and  will,  if  it  is  not  repealed, 
it)  open  opposition  to  their  Qovernment,  by 
resisting  it.  Turbuleni  men  may  perhaps  be 
found,  who  may  make  direct  resistance  to  those 
statutes.  But  Mr.  M.  declared  he  had  a  better 
opinion  of  his  countrjrmen  than  to  suppose  they 
— tid  be  concerned  in  i '""     " 
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consoled  by  the  re  B  eel  ion  that  Am  eric  a  d  citizens 
were  not  only  freemen  but  trained  la  the  profeas' 
ioo  anduBeof  Gre-^rms  as  miliiiaineo,  accustom- 
ed to  atieod  couils  as  jurors,  called  lo  decide  dif- 
ferenees  as  arbitrators,  and  privileged  lo  Tote  aa 
electors;  they  were  besides  instructed  in  tlie  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty,  moral  order,  and  religious 
discipline;  ihey  comprehended  well  the  ralue  of 
life,  properly,  and  social  eoDDexions;  and  they 
bad  also  steady  habits  of  respect  to  ihrmselTeE, 
and  the  laws  enacted  by  mea  of  their  own  choice. 
Sach  a  people  will  consider  maturely  the  turpi' 
uideofresisiing  the  lawful  authority.  The  awful 
conicquences  of  treason  will  be  perfectly  foreseen 
«iid  avoided.  A  people  worthy  to  enjoy  freedom, 
will  Dot  be  prone  lo  rioiouii  conduct;  on  (he  coo- 
Inry,  they  will  feel  a  strong  co-operation  of  in- 
terest wilD  duty,  to  prevent  violence  and  disorder. 
The  government  which  surpasses  every  other  in 
■treoeth  is  a  popular  goveroment,  where  each 
individual,  feeling  himself  10  he  a  porlioa  of  the 
sovereignty,  exerts  himself  to  support  the  majesty 
of  the  laws.  The  yeomanry  of  the  difTerenl  cora- 
monweallhs  have  nothing  to  gain  by  mobs;  they 
are  the  safeguards  of  (he  nation,  and  the  deter- 
mined foes  ol  rebellion.  And  ai  long  as  the  farm- 
er* preserve  their  integrity,  (and  they  will  proba- 
Uy  mainEaia  it  longer  than  any  other  class.)  so 
long  will  misrule  and  anarchy  be  prevented. 
Though   a  few  intempernie   and   deluded 

have  already  become  outrageous,  their  inllui 

baa  been  very  limited  and  (heir  reign  exceedingly 

Another  consequence  of  the  embargo  will  be, 
it  is  urged,  an  aunihilation  of  the  military  courage 
and  glory  of  the  nation.  If  by  this  observation  is 
meant  that  it  would  be  betler  to  lake  warlike 
raessercs,  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  declar- 
ing, iliat  it  has  always,  since  the  commencemenl 
of  my  Cangressional  life,  been  a  most  desirable 
object  with  me  to  prepare  for  the  worst  of  events. 
Peace  has  ever  appeared  to  me  the  season  to  pre- 
pare  for  war.  as  Summer  is  the  time  to  lay  up  a 
Mare  for  Winter,  and  youth  to  provide  for  old  age. 
Aecordingly,  I  have  conceived  it  lo  be  a  leading 
object  of  my  public  duty,  to  vole  for  all  the  mea- 
Mlres  proposed  by  others  for  the  general  defence, 


and  to  propose  others  myself.     1  have  pressed  tht 
'  of  appropriations  for  fortifying  cur  n 

vith  a  zeal  that  some  of  my  friends 


places 


'appropriations  forfo 

eal  that  some  of  my  fri 
infonunBte.    But  if  a  ^ 


be  found  necessary  for  the  seiilement  of  these 
commercial  disputes,  1  should  think  some  furlhe 
lime  would  be  requisite  to  prepare  for  it.  I  ques 
lion  whether  we  are  in  a  condition  to  rush  imme 
diately  lo  Ibe  hostile  conflict.  A  little  furihe 
preparation  for  the  general  wel&re  is  prohabi' 
necessary.  Perhaps  1  may  be  inSuenced  loo  mucL 
in  this  case  by  social  feelings.  A  resident  of 
New  York  cily,  I  feel  the  most  sine 
for  a  people  who  have  long  bestoved  on  me  their 
confidence  and  loaded  me  with  honors.  The 
works  of  defence  erecting  for  theii  ...  .  ^  ...  _ 
•eateety  far  enough  advanced  to  be  pronounced 
efiectaal;  and  I  heartily  hope  that  imporlant, 
ihougb  vulnerable  port,  may  be  properly  ahieltled 


;fore  we  coalend  with  an  enemy.  I  know,  and 
1  the  world  knows,  ihe  bravery  of  the  Araeri- 
ins;  while,  therefore,  I  disregard  the  gaiconadine 
^nguage  of  such  ai  would  talk  us  into  war,  I 
would  prepare  seriously  for  that  event.  Being  ao 
prepared,  we  may  remove  the  embargo  and  lake 
our  former  position  on  the  ocean  with  a  inanlv 
and  determined  altitude,  Until  Congress  shall 
take  further  measures  of  this  kind,  prudence  would 
□dicate  a  continuance  in  our  present  stale,  at  least 
for  a  short  time;  and  until  the  means  of  precauiion 
and  of  security  shall  be  more  eSeclually  provided, 
I  shall,  for  one,  be  willing  to  bear  the  reproach. 
of  withholding  my  eager  countrymen  from  the 
display  of  their  courage,  and  the  acquisilion  of 
glory. 

Bui  we  are  told,  that  the  evasion*  of  the  em- 
bargo  laws  are  so  frequent  that  they  cannot  be 
executed.  This  indeed  is  lamenlably  true.  We 
read  constantly  in  the  gazettes  of  American  flour 
offered  for  sale  in  the  West  Indies.  The  vegeta- 
ble alkali  of  New  York  and  Vermont  is  advertised 
in  Liverpool,  as  potash  from  Canada.  Ships  that 
were  abroad  when   the  embargo  was  laid,  eoii- 


are  chartered  in  our  ports  to  carry  on  a 

which  our  vessels  are  forbidden   lo   engage  in. 

The  violators  of  th^  laws  ate  making  forlunei^ 

hile  the  conscientious  observers  of  them  a ' 


■e  easy  lo  r 
ns.    The  V 


)l&- 


feringsad  privations.  It  would  he  « 
lion  many  more  of  these  stratagem 
lion  of  a  law  is  of  itself  no  argument  against  its 
wisdom  or  duration.  The  statutes  against  lar- 
cency,  forgery,  burglary,  and  murder,  are  frequent- 
ly broken  ;  aod  yet  it  would  be  thought  very 
strange  if  such  occasional  infractions  should  be 
pleaded  as  reasons  for  their  repeal.  If,  on  the 
whole,  I  was  convinced,  that  the  embargo  lawi 
could  nol  be  executed,  I  should  consider  them  aa 
worse  than  useless,  and  demanding  an  immediate 
repeal;  or  if  I  thought  ibe  adherence  lo  ihem  for 
(he  purpose  of  avoiding  a  foreign  war,  would  in- 
volve us  in  a  domestic  one,  there  would  on  tbat 
supposition  be  not  one  moment's  hesitation  in  my 
mind  in  preferring  a  contest  abroad  to  cootentioa 
at  home.  On  these  points,  however,  I  want  fnr- 
iher  informaiion  ;  and  I  hope  the  motion  on  the 
table  may  be  so  disposed  o(^  as  to  permit  that  in- 
formation to  be  brought  before  us.  We  shall  then 
discover  how  far  Ihelaws  are  inoperative  ihrougb 
their  own  imperfect  consiruciion,  through  the 
carelessness  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  execute 
them,  and  through  the  general  and  avowed  dispo~ 
sition  of  the  people  at  large  to  disregard  them. 
We  shall  also  learn  whether  discontent  and  dis- 
affection have  spread  so  through  society,  as  our 
aluruiisls  would  persuade  us.  Having  thus,  sir, 
taken  a  view  of  our  past  and  present  condition,  I 
shall,  with  your  leave,  offer  a  few  remarks  of  a 
prospective  kind.  Let  us  now  suppose  the  eror 
bargo  aciually  removed,  what  would  be  the  cotk* 
sequence?  There  are  several  subjects  of  doubt 
and  apprehension,  directly  before  us. 

First,  I  feel  if  I  should  give  my  vote  for  the  re- 
aolation  before  the  Senate,  I  aUoulJ  coiueiii  to  a 
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Himdec  of  the  honor  and  JDilepcDdeace  of  my 
coirnlrjr.  For  these,  bi  long  as  any  porlion  of 
them  are  confided  to  m^  I  hold  myself,  and  this 
naiioo  hold*  me,  solemnly  responaible.  At  the 
niM  time,  1  wish  some  melhod  might  be  de- 
nied lo  ^re  a  partial  outlet  to  our  accumulated 
proJaelioDS.  I  coofidently  hope  this  may  be  ac- 
oomplblied  without  violating  any  priDeiple,with- 
oat  iaciirring  ibe  least  reproach.  The  coDreni- 
encesfihe  citizens  will  ihui  be  in  uoisao  with 
Ike  kww  of  their  Oovi 


SeccadJf,  the   unijuBliGed  aod  Dnconditional 
■HHTil  of  the  esisiing  resiriclioas  would  proba- 


Vj  gin  snch  r  loose  to  commerce,  that  thi 
BOti  aKreaaions  of  former  yearn  would  be  re- 
rind,  and  impresstnent  of  seamen  and  passeu- 
gBi,  taptore  and  condemaatioa  of  vessels  and 
cwgoea.  Tiolation*  of  territory,  in  vestment  of  our 
loits  aid  harbors,  aod  the  marder  of  our  citizens, 
M  practised  as  heretofore. 

Thirdly,  and er  existing  eircumstaDCes,  the  Hafe- 
If  of  commerce  might  lequire  licenses  to  arm 
lod  make  reprisals.  Aod  this  warfare  would  in 
ill  probability  soon  be  whetted  up  to  war.  And 
alifaoogfa  I  do  not  drevi  a  state  of  hoaiility,  when 
ve  are  impelled  thereto  by  just  and  necessary 
ea)iscs,us(>  calaniitousan  event  as  maoy  of  my 
friends  aie  plea&ed  to  consider  il,  yet  cerlainly  it 
ought  not  lo  be  courted,  bul  on  the  other  hand 
avoided  if  passible,  li  has  been  shrewdly  ob- 
served bf  somehodf,  that  naiions  now  and  then 
M  into  plethoric  habits,  and  that  bloodietiinz  is 
ifce  mwl  speedy  and  efficacious  remedy.  Whe- 
ther any  of  the  State  physkians  shall  prooouoce 
Ibit  disease  to  exist,  and  shall  sltempt  to  cure  it 
byabsdncnce  or  bleeding,  my  own  opinion  is  ibal 
the  lepeal  of  the  embargo  ought  to  be  accom- 
panied with  various  provisional  aod  defensive 
meaures,  not  expressed  io  the  motion  before  the 
Senate. 

Fooribly — but  I  check  myself  and  forbear  lo 
rolarge  on  these  topics.  In  all  oor  deliberations 
let  OS  discard  foreiga  preferences,  and  remember 
ibaloagreat  public  questions,  where  alien  Gov- 
fnquflis  are  brought  intocoUision  wiih  our  onn, 
that  ongbt  to  exist  io  our  councils  but  one  mind, 
neifirit,  ODC  feeling,  and  these  should  be  truly 

Wha  Ur.  M.  concluded,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TuEaDAT,  November  24. 

Mr.  AxDeasoit,  from  the  cnmmiitee  to  whom 
vas  referred  the  bill,  eaiitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ise the  conveyance  of  certain  papers  and  docu- 
ments by  the  mail  free  of  postage."  reported  the 
mi  witfaoat  amendment. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
moiioa  made  on  the  11th  instant,  for  repealing 
the  "Act  laying  an  embargoon  all  ships  and  ves- 
seb  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto." 

Mr.  GiLca  addressed  Ibe  Senate  as  foUons : 

Mr.  President:  Having  during  the  recei*  of 
Coagieia  retired  from  ihe  political  world,  and 


having  little  agency  in  the  passing  political 
scenes,  living  in  a  part  of  the  country,  too,  where 
there  is  little  or  no  difference  io  political  opioioos, 
and  where  the  embargo  laws  are  almost  univer- 
sally approved,  I  felt  the  real  want  of  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject  now  under  discussion.  I 
thought  1  knew  something  of  the  general  Dbjeeta 
of  the  embai^  laws,  and  1  had  not  been  inatleo- 
live  to  their  general  operatioos  upon  society,  as 
far  as  I  had  opportunities  of  observing  thereupon. 
When  I  arrived  here,  and  found  that  ibia  sub- 
jeci  had  excited  >o  much  sensibility  io  the  minds 
of  many  gentlemen  I  met  with,  as  to  engross 
their  whole  thoughts,  and  almost  to  banish  every 
other  topic  of  conversation,  I  fell  also  a  curiosity 
to  know  what  were  the  horiible  effects  of  thew 
laws  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  which 
hud  escaped  my  observation  in  the  part  of  the 
couDlry  in  which  I  reside.  Of  course,  sir,  I  have 
given  to  the  gentle  men,  who  have  favored  us  with 
their  observations  on  both  sides  of  ihe  question 
under  consideration,  the  most  careful  and  respect- 
ful attention,  and  particularly  to  the  gentiemen 
representing  the  eastern  section  of  the  Union, 
where  most  of  this  sensibility  had  been  excited. 
I  always  listen  lo  gentlemen  from  that  part  of  the 
United  States  with  pleasure,  and  generally  re- 
eeive  inslruclion  from  them  ;  but  on  ibis  occasion, 
I  am  reluctantlr  compelled  Io  acknowledge,  ihal 
I  have  receivea  from  ibem  less  Mtisfaction,  and 
less  information  than  usual;  and  still  less  con- 
It  was  hardly  lo  have  been  expected,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  after  so  many  angry  and  turbulent  pas- 
sions had  been  called  into  action,  by  the  recent 
agitations  throughout  the  whole  Uoited  Slates, 
resulting  from  the  elections  by  the  people,  to 
almost  all  the  imporlBUt  offices  within  their  gift, 
and  particularly  from  ihe  elections  of  Bteclora 
for  choosing  the  Presidenl  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  that  gentlemen  would  have 
met  here  perfeeily  exempt  from  the  feelings 
which  this  state  of  things  was  naiurally  calci>- 
Inled  to  inspire.  Much  less  was  it  to  bave  been 
expected,  sir,  that  gentlemen  who  had  once  pos- 
sessed the  power  of  the  nation,  aod  who,  front 
some  cause  or  other,  had  lost  it ;  (a  loss,  which 
they  now  lell  us  ihey  but  loo  veil  remember,  and 
I  fear,  might  have  aditd,  too deeplj/ deplore,)  gta- 
tlemen  too,  sir,  who  at  one  time  during  the  elec- 
tioneering scene,  had  indulged  the  fond  and  de- 
lusive hope,  that  through  the  privations  necessa- 
rily imposed  upon  our  fellow-citizens,  by  the  un- 
exampled aggressions  of  the  belligerent  Powers, 
they  might  once  more  End  their  way  to  office  and 
power,  aod  who  now  find  ihemselves  disappointed 
in  this  darling  expectaiioo — it  was  not  ai  all  to 
be  expected,  sir,  ihai  these  gentlemen  should  now 
appear  here,  perfectly  exempt  from  the  unpleasant 
feelings  which  so  dreadful  a  disappointment  most 
necessarily  have  produced.  Il  was  a  demand  upon 
human  nature  for  too  great  a  sacrifice;  and  how- 
ever desirable  such  an  exemption  might  hare 
been  at  the  present  moment,  and  however  honor- 
able it  would  have  been  to  those  gentlemen,  it 
was  not  expected. 
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But,  ^ir,  I  had  indulg'ed  a  hope  that  the  ezira- 

otdinary  dangers  and  difficulties  pressed  upon  us 

.  by  ibe  aggressing  belligerents,  attended,  too,  with 

io  many  circums<aDces  of  indignity  and   insult, 

would  have  awakened  a  sensibiTitjr  in  (he  bosom 


these  unpleasant  feelings,  unlil 
consulting  the  general  ioiereats  and  welfare  of 
the  people,  could  have  been  devised,  to  meet,  re- 
sist, and  if  possible,  to  subdue  the  extraordinary 
crisis.  But,  sir,  eren  in  this  hope  too,  I  have  been 
totally  disappointed.  I  was  the  more  encouraged 
in  ibis  hope,  when  upon  opening  this  debate  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  HlL^aotIBE) 
•eemed  sensible  of  this  sacred  obligation,  imposed 
by  the  crisis ;  when  be  exhorted  us,  in  conducting 
our  deliberations,  utterly  to  discard  ihe  inQuence 
of  party  spirit.  It  would  have  given  me  great 
pleasure,  sir,  if  the  gentleman  bad  afforded  us  a 
magnanimous  example  of  a  precept  so  adrnirably 
suited  10  the  present  stateofthings.  But  in  this  Coo, 
lir,  Ihave  been  unfortunatelj' disappointed.  That 
gentleman's  observations  consisted  almost  exclu- 
lirely  of  retrospective  animadversions  upon  the 
original  objects  and  horrible  e&ects  of  the  embargo 
lawSgWithout  seeming  to  think  it  was  north  his  al- 
lenlion  to  favor  us  with  any  reflections  upon  the 
prospeciivecourseof  measures,  which  the  people's 
interests,  the  public  safety,  and  general  welfare,  so 
imperiouslydemand.  Thatgentleman  represented 
the  embargo  laws  ns  mere  acts  of  volition,  im- 
pelled by  no  cause  nor  necessity  j  whilst  the  Brit' 
iih  orders,  and  French  edicts,  were  scarcely 
glanced  ai,  and  certainly  formed  the  least  promi- 
nent feature  of  hii  observations.  He  represented 
these  laws  as  a  wanton  and  wicked  attack  upon 
commerce,  with  a  view  id  its  destruction,  whilst 
he  seemed  scarcely  to  have  recollected  the  extra- 
ordinary dangers  and  difficulties  which  over- 
spread the  ocean — indeed,  sir,  he  described  the 
ocean  as  perfectly  free  from  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties, unruffled  by  any  storms,  and  that  we  had 
nothing  lo  do  but  Io  unfurl  our  canvass  to  the 
wind,  that  it  would  be  filled  with  prosperous  gales, 
and  wafted  to  ibe  ports  of  its  destination,  where 
it  would  be  received  with  open  arms  of  friend- 
ship and  hospitality.  I  wis>i,  sir,  with  all  my 
hearty  he  gentleman  could  butrealizethesedream- 
iDg  visions;  their  reality  would  act  like  a  magic 
spell  upon  the  embargo  laws,  and  dissipate  them 
in  a  moment!  But,  alas,  sir,  when  we  come  to 
look  It  realities,  when  we  turn  our  eyes  upon  the 
real  dangers  and  difficulties  which  do  overspread 
ibe  ocean,  we  shall  find  ihem  so  formidable,  that 
the  wisdom  of  our  undivided  counsels,  end  the 
energy  of  our  undivided  action,  will  scarcely  he 
sufficient  to  resist  and  conquer  ihem.  To  my 
great  regret,  sir,  we  now  see,  that  the  United 
States  cannot  even  hope  to  be  blessed  with  this 
anion  of  mind  and  action,  although  certainly  their 
dearest  interests  demand  ii. 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  the  greatest  inconveni- 
ence attending  popular  governments,  consists  in 
this ;  that  whenever  the  union  and  energy  of  the 
people  are  most  required  lo  resist  foreign  aggres- 


the   pressure  of  these  aggressions  presents 

:efflptations  to  distrusts  and  divisions.  Was 
ever  a  stronger  illustration  of  the  truth  and 
!S3  of  this  ohservalion  than  the  recent  ef- 
forls  made  under  the  pressure  of  the  embargo 
lawsl  The  moment  the  privations,  reluctantly^, 
but  necessarily  imposed  by  these  laws,  became  to 
be  felt,  was  the  moment  of  signal  to  every  poliii- 
cal  demagogue,  who  wished  to  find  his  way  to 
office  and  to  power,  to  excite  the  distrusts  of  the 
people,  and  then  to  separate  them  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  their  choice,  by  every  exaggeratioa 
wliicb  ingenuity  could  devise,  and  every  misrep- 
resentation which  falsehood  could  invent;  notn- 
ing  was  omitted  which  it  was  conceived  would 
have  a  tendency  to  effect  this  object.  But,  Mr. 
President,  the  people  of  the  United  Statei  muaC 
learn  the  lessen  now,  and  at  aH  future  times,  of 
disrespecting  the  bold  and  disingenuous  charges 
and  insinuations  of  such  aspiring  demagogues. 
They  mast  learn  to  respect  and  rally  round  their 
own  Gavernment|Or  they  never  can  present  a  for- 
midable front  to  a.  foreign  aggressor.  Sir,  tha 
people  of  the  United  States  have  already  learnt 
this  lesson.  They  have  recently  given  an  hon- 
orable and  glorious  example  of  their  knowledge 
in  this  respect.  They  hava,  in  their  recent  elec- 
tions, demonstrated  to  the  nation  and  Co  the  world 
that  they  possess  too  much  good  sense  to  become 
Ihe  dupes  of  these  delusive  artifices,  and  loo  much 
patriotism  to  desert  their  Government,  when  it 
stands  most  in  need  of  their  support  and  energy. 

The  gentleman  froiu  Connecticut  (Mr.  HiLiy- 
uoosb)  has  made  the  most  strict,  and  I  had  al- 
most said,  uncharitable  scrutiny  into  the  objects 
and  effects  of  the  embargo  laws,  in  the  delusive 
hope,  I  presume,  of  obtaining  a  triumph  over  his 
political  adversaries.  I  propose  to  follow  ibe 
gentleman,  in  a  lair  and  candid  comparison  of  in- 
lormatiou  and  opinions  upon  this  subject ;  and  I 
shall  do  so  in  the  most  perfect  confidence,  that, 
whenever  a  thorough  examination  of  the  objects 
and  effects  of  the  embargo  laws  shall  be  made 
known,  and  the  merits  of^the  measure  fully  un- 
derstood, that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United 
States  who  will  not  applaud  and  support  the  Ad- 
ministration for  its  adoption,  who  has  Ihe  nncoo- 
laminated  heart ofan  American  throbbing  within 
his  bosom. 

Sir,  1  have  always  understood  that  there  were 
two  objects  contemplated  by  the  embargo  laws. 
The  first,  precautionary,  operating  upon  our- 
selves. The  second,  coercive,  operating  upon  the 
aggressing  belligerents,  Precautionary,  in  saving 
our  seamen,  our  ships,  and  out  merchandise,  from 
the  plunder  of  our  enemies,  and  avoiding  the  ca- 
lamities of  war.  Coercive,  by  addressing  strong 
appeals  to  the  interests  of  both  the  belligerents. 
The  first  object  has  been  answered  beyond  my 
most  sanguiaeeipectalions.  To  make  a  fair  and 
just  esiiniate  of  this  measure,  reference  should  be 
had  to  our  situation  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
At  that  time,  ihe  aggressions  of  both  the  belliger- 
ereuts  were  such,  as  to  leave  the  United  Stales 
but  a  painful  alternative  in  the  choice  of  one  of 
three  measures,  to  wit,  the  embargo,  war,  or  aub- 
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nisioD.  I  kaoRT  that  this  positioD  ha!<  Dot  been 
■Jmilinl.  Ehough  but  faially  deoied  in  the  Jiscus- 
lioa.  Ishall  however  proceed  upon  Ihishypoth- 
nisrarfbe  preseal,  aad  io  the  course  of  ray  ob- 
(HTiliDns  will  pTOTe  its  correctness  by  ilic  state- 
DEDUaf  the  gentlemen  ia  favor  of  the  resolution, 
Btwe  Ifae  recommendation  of  the  measure, 
iht  Ita^ble  and  provident  circumspection  of  ihe 
Adoiiiiilratioi)  had  obtained  loleralily  correct  es- 
umilnof  Ihe  amount  aod  value  of  the  sbips  and 
metikudise  beloneing  to  the  ciiizeosof  [he  Uni- 
lEdSuies  then  afloat,  and  the  amount  and  val- 
Korvhat  w»i  shortly  expected  to  be  afloat;  to- 
EOkn  vith  ■  conjectural  statement  of  the  nura- 
btiof  the  seamen  employed  in  the  navigation 
ti)rie</. 

ItBU  found  that  merchandise  to  the  value  of 
gat  handred  millions  of  dollars  was  actually 
■llMt,  in  vessels  amounting  in  value  to  twenty 
miUioas  more.  That  an  atnount  of  merchandise 
ind  Ttswls  equal  to  nfly  millions  of  dollars  more, 
ns  Expected  to  be  shortly  put  afloat,  and  that  it 
VDold  reqaire  fifty  thousand  seamen  to  be  em- 
played  in  the  oBvigation  of  tbis  enormous  amount 
of  property.  The  Administration  waa  informed 
of  tbe  hostile  edicts  of  France  previously  issued, 
and  then  in  a  state  of  execution,  and  of  an  inten- 
tioD  DD  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  issue  her 
orders,  the  character  and  object  of  which  were 
also  koovii-  The  object  was,  to  sweep  this  valu- 
able eommerce  from  the  ocean.  The  situation 
of  this  commerce  was  as  well  known  to  Great 
Britaio.as  to  ourselves,  and  her  inordinate  cupid' 
■ty  could  not  withstand  the  temptation  of  the  rich 
booty,  she  vainly  thought  within  her  power. 
This  was  the  stale  of  infarraation  at  the  time 
this  roeunre  yrms  recommended. 

Tbe  President  of  the  United  States,  ever  walch- 
fiil  and  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  all  our  fellow-citizens,  but 
panicDlarly  of  the  merchants,  whose  property  is 
iKHi  exposed  to  danger,  and  of  the  seamen  whose 
perwns  are  also  most  exposed,  recommended  the 
cnbargo  for  the  protection  nf  both;  and  it  has 
aied  and  protected  both.  Let  us  now  suppose, 
fcKBonient,  that  the  President,  possessed  of  this 
iafimutioD,  had  tiot  apprized  the  merchants  and 
seuKa  of  their  danger,  and  had  recommended  no 
neasartfor  their  safety  and  protection;  would 
iteaot  inibat  case  have  merited  and  received  the 
reproKtet  which  the  ignorance  or  ingratiiude  of, 
oereJuBisaDd  others  have  90  unjustly  heaped  upon 
biai,fat  his  jndicious  and  anxious  attenlions  to 
their  JBierestB?  It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the 
embargo  lairs  have  saved  this  enormous  amount 
of  property,  and  this  number  of  seamen,  which, ' 
withoai  Iheui,  would  hare  forcibly  gone  into  the 
baads  of  our  enemies,  to  pamper  their  arrogance, 
stimulate  their  injustice,  and  increase  their  means 
of  annoyance. 

I  (bonld  suppose,  Mr.  President,  this  saving' 
worth  aome  notice.  But,  air,  we  are  told  thntin- 
iiead  of  MOteciing  ourseamen,  it  has  driven  thetn 
oat  of  the  country,  and  into  foreign  service.  I 
believe,  sir,  that  this  fact  is  greatly  exaggerated. 

Bat,  »ir,  suppose  for  a  mr -->--.;---  .-  -l. 
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Government  ba^^  done  all,  in  this  respect,  ii  was 
bound  to  do.  It  placed  these  seamen  in  the 
bosoms  of  their  friends  and  funiilies,  in  a  stale  of 
perfect  security;  and  if  they  have  since  thought 
proper  to  abandon  these  blessings,  and  emigrate 
from  their  country,  it  was  an  act  of  choice,  not 
of  necessity.  But,  what  would  haTe  been  tbe 
unhappy  destiny  of  these  brave  tars,  if  they  had 
been  permitted  to  have  been  carried  into  cap- 
tivity, and  sent  adrift  on  unfriendly  and  inhos- 
pitable shores?  Why,  sir,  in  that  case,  they  would 
have  had  no  choice;  necessity  would  have  driven 
them  into  a  hard  and  ignominious  service,  to 
fight  the  battles  of  tbe  authors  of  their  dreadful 
calamities,  against  a  nation  with  which  their 
country  was  at  peace.  And  is  the  hold  and  gen- 
erous American  tar  to  be  told,  that  he  is  to  dis- 
respect tbe  Administration  for  its  anxious  and 
effectual  attentions  to  his  interests?  for  reliev- 
ing him  from  a  dreadful  captivity?  Even  under 
the  hardships  he  does  suoer,  and  which  I  sin- 
cerely regret,  every  generous  feeling  of  his  noble 
heart  would  repel  the  base  attempt  with  indig- 
nation. But,  sir,  the  American  seamen  have  not 
deserted  their  country  ;  foreign  seamen  may  and 
probably  have  gone  into  foreign  service ;  and, for 
oBe,  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  hope  thev  will  never  re- 
turn ;  and  I  am  willing  to  pass  a  law,  in  favor  of 
the  true-hearted  American  seamen,  that  these 
foreign  seamen  never  should  return.  I  would 
even  prohibit  them  from  being  employed  in  mer- 
chant vessels.  The  American  seamen  have  tound 
employment  in  the  country  ;  and  whenever  the 
proper  season  shall  arrive  for  employing  them  on 
ibeir  proper  element,  you  will  find  them,  lite  true 
birds  of  passage,  hovering  in  crowds  upon  your 

Whilst  considering  this  part  of  the  subject.  1 
cannot  help  expressing  my  regret  that,  at  tbe 
time  of  passing  our  embargo  laws,  a  proportion 
of  our  seamen  was  not  taken  into  the  public  ser- 
vice; because,  in  my  judgment,  tbe  nation  re- 
quired their  services,  and  it  would  have  been 
some  alleviation  to  their  hardships,  which  the 
measure  peculiarly  imposed  upon  them,  as  a  class 
of  citizens,  by  afTecliog  their  immediate  occupa- 
tion ;  and  the  other  classes,  as  well  as  the  public 
Treasury,  were  able  to  contribute  to  their  alle- 
viation ;  and  1  am  willing  to  do  the  same  thing 
at  this  lime.  Indeed,  its  omission  is  tbe  only  re- 
gret I  have  ever  felt,  at  the  measures  of  the  last 
Congress,  I  like  the  character — I  like  the  open 
frankness,  and  the  i^enerous  feelings  of  the  honest 
American  tar ;  and,  whenever  in  my  power,  I  am 
ready  to  give,  and  will  with  pleasure  give  him 
my  protection  and  support.     One  of  the  most  im- 

Rortant  and  agreeable  effects  of  the  embargo 
iws,  h  giving  these  honest  fellows  a  safe  Bsy> 
lum.  But,  sir,  these  are  not  the  only  good  efiecis 
of  tbe  embargo.  It  has  preserved  our  peace — It 
has  saved  our  honor — it  has  saved  our  national 
independence.  Are  these  savi/igs  not  worth  no- 
tice? Are  these  blessings  not  worth  preserving? 
The  gentleman  from  Delaware  {Mr.  Wbitb) 
has,  indeed,  Inid  us,  that  under  the  embargo  laws, 
the  United  States  are  bleeding  at  every  pore. 
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This,  surely,  sir,  is  one  of  the  mosi  exir&vagani 
efiecis  [hat  coulil  have  been  ascribed  lu  tbese 
laws  hy  tbe  fraiilic  dreams  of  ibe  most  infatuated 
pBssioDs.  Blood-leilins  is  the  last  efieci  that  I 
erer  expected  to  bear  ascribed  to  this  tneaaure. 
I  thought  it  was  of  the  opposite  character ;  but  it 
serves  to  show  that  nothing  is  too  extravagant  for 
tbe  misfTuided  zeni  of  geatlemeii  id  tbe  opposi- 
tioD.  I  have  cast  my  eyes  about  id  vain  to  dis- 
cover those  copious  streams  o(  blood  ;  but  I  nei- 
ther see  Dor  bear  anything  of  them  front  any  other 
quarter.  So  far  from  the  United  Slates  bleedins 
•t  every  pore,  under  the  embargo,  it  has  saved 
them  from  bleeding  at  any  pore  ;  and  one  of  the 
highest  compliments  to  the  measure  is,  that  it 
has  saved  us  from  the  very  calamity  wliicb  the 
gentleman  attributed  to  it;  but  which,  ihaoks  to 
our  better  stars  and  wiser  counsels,  does  not  eitsl. 
ThecenilemaD  from  Conoecticui,  (Mr.  Hill- 
HOCBB.Jnot  conient  wiib  describing  the  general 
horrors  of  the  embargo  laws,  has  addressed  bim- 
>elf,  in  plaintive  tones,  to  several  particular 
classes  of  citizens,  and  has  kindly  informed  each 
of  bis  particular  hardships  and  sufferinps.  Tbe 
gentleman  asks,  what  has  became  of  tbe  mer- 
chant?  What  bns  become  of  the  farmer?  I 
know  Boraeihing  of  the  situation  of  tbe  farmer ; 
and.  as  to  the  merchant,  I  had  felt  serious  appre- 
hensions for  bis  siiuation,  until  they  were  mate- 
rially relieved  by  the  information  given  by  tbe 
geotlemnn.  The  gentleman  tells  us  that  the 
great  capitalists  do  not  suflerj  they  are  in  favor 
of  the  embargo;  but  the  young,  dashing,  enter- 
prising merchant,  without  capita!,  is  dcstroved. 
This  statement  is  highly  honorable  to  the  em- 
bargo laws,  and  proves  a  great  deal.  Tbe  capi- 
talist, who  has  property,  finds  its  securiiy  under 
tbe  embargo ;  be  is  therefore  in  favor  of  the  mea- 
sure; but  the  merchant,  who  has  nothing,  is  de- 
prived of  an  opportunity  of  making  something 
out  of  that  nothing.  But  his  rights  are  not  af 
fecled  by  the  embargo ;  he  is  left  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  nothing  he  possessed;  and  has  nc 
reason  to  complsin  that  the  embargo  does  nol 
give  him  something  without  laboring  for  it.  1 
regret,  however,  that  theiie  merchants,  without 
capital,  have  lost  Ibe  chance  of  making  their  for- 
tunes by  the  embargo ;  but  even  the  most  of  these, 
ihegentleman  tells  us,  would  probably  have  become 
bankrupt,  by  their  wild  speculations,  even  if  the 
embargo  were  not  in  being;  and,  of  course,  their 
■ilnation  cannot  be  much  worsted  by  it. 

But,  Mr.  President.  I  am  willing  to  adtr 
there  are  many  worthy  merchants,  of  smal 
tal,  who  do  suffer  by  the  suspension  of  thi 
ployments ;  and  I  am  very  sorry  for  them  ;  but 
this  suflering  \i  incidental  to  every  coerced  state 
of  things  ;  and  is  alirihutable,  not  properly  to  the 
embargo,  but  to  the  causes  thai  rendered  its  adop- 
tion indispensable. 

The  gentleman,  however,  tells  us,  with  the 
most  sympathetic  feelings,  that  the  ships  of  the 
great  capitalists  are  rottin?  at  our  wharves,  and 
yet  these  cai^italisis  are  in  favor  of  the  embargo. 
Why,  sir,  this  is  a  very  plain  case,  when  stript  of 
its  exaggerations.    The  ships  are  precisely  twelve 


mouths  older  than  they  were  twelve  months  ago; 
and  the  owners  would  rather  have  them  there, 
with  this  difference  of  age  and  proportinnale  de- 
cay, than  10  see  them  torn  away  by  lawless  plun- 
derers, and  wholly  lost  forever.     But,  sir,  what 
would  have  become  of  many  of  these  capitalisti 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  embargo?    Their  prop- 
erty would  have  been  plundered,  and  they  be- 
—  "  bankrupts.     Is  it  any  wonder  tben.sir,  that 
men  should  be  in  favor  of  the  embargo  1 
Review,  then,  this  statement  made  by  the  geotlc- 
ipecling  the  merchants,  and  what  is  the 
^ulf?  Wbylhis.Bir;  that, although  thej 
do  suffer  by  (he  necessary  interruption  of  iheir 
occopaiioD,  (a  suffering  I  deplore  as 
ny  gentleman  in  the  United  States,) 
1  owners  of  the  projierty  do  not  com- 
plain ;  and  almost  the  only  grumblers  are  those 
who  have  nothing  to  grumble  about. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  what  has  become  of 
the  farmer?  The  gentleman  knows  thai  I  am  a 
farmer,  and  that  I  have  long  borne  the  appella- 
tion with  sincere  pleasure;  I  may  therefore  be 
presumed  to  know  somethii'<r  of  the  silualion  of 
the  farmer ;  and  not  only  in  my  own  name,  bat 
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s,  I  will  tell 


ible  fraiernity  of  Am 
the  geotleman  what  that  siiuauoD  is  at  mis  mo- 
ment. The  American  farmer  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  honest  industry,  in  peace  and  se- 
curity, blessed  at  the  same  time  with  every  polit- 
ical, social,  and  domestic  enjoyment,  perfecily 
exempt  from  all  vexations,  and  I  had  almost  said 
laxBlious,  and  with  pleasure  beholds  a  surplus  of 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  in  the  public  Treasury 
after  paying  every  debt  which  could  be  demanded 
of  the  honor  of  the  Ooverumenl.  All  these 
blessings,  loo,  are  sweetened  by  ihe  noble  con- 
sciousness thai  they  ate  enjoyed  by  him  as  a  free- 
man, and  by  a  constant  recollection,  and  perfect 


surrender  his  righis,  nor  tbe  national  sovereignly, 
to  any  foreign  aggres.sor  upon  earth.  Blessed 
wiib  all  these  uninterrupted  enjoyments,  I  a^ree 
perfectly  in  sentiment  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Mitchill,)  that  with  a  heart 
overRowiDs  with  the  most  grateful  affections,  he 
should  render  thanks  lo  theautborof  all  good,  that 
in  (he  bountiful  dispensation  of  his  providence, 
he  has  been  pleased  to  pour  so  many  blessings 
into  the  lap  of  the  American  farmer.  Grumbling 
and  repining  when  thus  favored,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  impiety  to  Heaven,  and  [ngratituife 
to  bis  own  Qovernmeul. 

Tbe  gentleman  does  not  tell  you,  sir,  that  the 
farmer  wants  anything,  but  that  he  has  plenty, 
over  mucti,  Tbe  puzzle  is,  to  know  what  to  do 
with  the  surplus  plenty.  And  how  does  tbe  Rea- 
tleman  advise  the  farmer  to  dispone  of  it?  Why 
he  tells  him,  raise  the  embargo  and  it  will  increase 
tbe  price  of  your  surplus  produce;  and  for  this 
supposed  difference  in  price,  be  advises  Ihe  farmer 
to  sell  his  own  freedom  and  his  country's  indc- 

Eendencej  and  in  this  contemptible  and  misera- 
le  barter,  to  purchase  his  own,  and  his  country'a 
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else   to  be  a  freemaQ,  and  to  be- 
Mmeaslave — to  gi»e  op  ihe  noble  feelings  in- 

r'ti  by  liberljr  and  freedom,  and  to  descend  10 
■bjeet  aad  ignomiaious  existence  ofa  slare 
wiEbont  anf  mental  feeling  whateTer.  Sir,  let  me 
wU  that  geatleman,  in  mir  own  name  and  in  the 
nacae  [>l  ererf  farmer  in  the  United  States,  that 
wevoald  rt pel  with  indigoil^  and  indignation 
the liifracefDl  golden  allurement, eren  if  11  could 
beitalized.  But.  sir,  dishonorable  as  the  allure- 
nwci  i^  ii  is  Gciitioua,  ii  is  visionary.  It  could  oot 
btmliied.  I  beliere,  and  every  sensible  farmer 
viC  believe,  that  be  has  for  the  last  ten  months 
•IxtiBed  more  for  bis  surplus  plenty  under  the 
flgbarfro,  ihan  he  could  have  done  in  any  other 
rau  of  thio^,  which  ivas  in  the  choice  of  the 
Ggveminent.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  immense 
Mrantile  capital  which  is  admitted  to  hare  been 
nved  by  the  i^rabargo  had  been  seized  and  carried 
into  foreign  ports  and  there  condemned  ;  what 
would  hare  be«a  its  e£r«cls  upon  the  mercantile 
capital  of  this  country?     It  would  havesocrip- 

S(d  oar  merchants,  that  they  would  not  have 
CD  able  for  a  long  time  to  purchase  the  surplus 
ptodoee  of  the  nation. 

Bat  thai  is  not  all,  these  merchants  would  have 
claimed  indcmDification  from  the  Qorernment 
for  liMses  which,  in  that  case  ihey  would  have 
urged,  were  EQstained  by  ita  culpable  neglect; 
aod  tbey  would  have  plunged  ns  into  war,  to  re* 
pair M great  an  injury  inflicted  upon  the  nation; 
the  foreign  plunderers  too,  would  have  told  us, 
that  they  cared  but  little  about  a  war,  ^s  they 
had  takcB  frotD  ns  sufficient  means  for  defraying 
iutipcnse.  Thus,  in  that  state  of  things,  a  war 
woqld  bare  been  inevitable;  and  would  you  tell 
theCiniHr,  that  be  would  get  more  fur  hi*  sur- 
plus prodnee  in  time  of  war,  than  he  has  received 
4toee  the  embargo?  Sir,  the  farmer  knows  too 
«eU  the  ealamilies  of  war,  to  be  thus  deluded  by 
theie  visionary  golden  dreams.  In  the  event  of 
war,  he  would  not  have  received  as  much  for  his 
Htplus  produce,  as  under  the  embargo  laws: 
Wace,  il  obviously  appears,  from  a  fair  estimate 
of  founds,  shillings,  and  pence,  (since  we  are 
cwipeUed  to  resort  to  that  standard,  a$  the  only 
wthofax  tesi  of  our  national  honor,  national  sen- 
silHlity,RDd  even  national  independence,}  yes,  sir, 
ef«B  aECtmliag  to  that  sordid  standard,  the  farmer 
WDold  hare  been  the  lojer.  Besides,  sir,  to  say 
DOtMagof  the  increased  taxes,  and  other  burdens 
ioJjipensable  to  the  support  of  war.  who  can  count 
its  chances,  or  limit  its  duration?  Who  can 
calculate  its  demoralizing  consequences?  But 
cilimitotis  as  war  is,  the  American  farmers  would 
with  eagerness  encounter  all  its  terrors,  rather 
than  surrender  their  own  liberties,  and  the  nation's 
boDDT,  independeDce,  and  sovereignty ;  let  us  then 
for  a  time,  sir,  bear  our  present  privations — let 
war  be  the  last  experiment. 

Bat,  sir,  I  will  mention  another  circumstaoce, 
wfaiek  may  be  some  alleviation  to  the  farmer,  for 
the  difference  in  the  price  of  his  surplus  plenty 
now  and  in  ordiiMry  tiraea.  When  the  price  of 
produce  blow,  the  temptation  to  raise  large  crops 
will  be  loieaed,  and  the  farmer  will  turn  a 


tain  portion  of  his  labor  to  the  improvement  of 
his  farm.  The  high  prices  of  produce  heretofore 
'lave  induced  the  farmer  to  impose  too  much  upon 
lis  land — too  great  demands  have  been  made  on 
t— and  it  has  been  in  some  degree  exhausted.  The 
mbargo  has  apprized  the  farmer  of  this  import- 
ini  circumstance,  and  taught  him  his  true  inter- 
;st  in  this  respect.  I  have  observed  a  great  change 
n  the  application  of  labor,  in  this  respect,  andl 
have  DO  doubt  a  general  sentiment  exists  in  favor 
"  ~  still  greater  change.  A  greater  portion  of 
■  is  alio  converted  into  household  manurRC- 
I,  which  will  lessen  our  demand  and  depend- 
upon  foreign  nations.  In  both  these  respects, 
I  beliere,  the  operation  of  the  embargo  in  favora- 
ble to  the  farmer,at  the  present  moment, and  will 
certainly  be  favorable  to  posterity,  by  transmit' 
ting  to  It  a  mote  fertilized  soil  for  cultivation.  It 
|[  be  favorable,  at  the  present  moment,  in  thii 
respect — that,  before  the  adoption  of  the  embargo, 
the  farmer  was  templed  to  appiv  too  great  a  pro- 
portion of  his  labor  to  the  annual  increase  ofcrops, 
and  too  small  a  portion  of  it  to  the  permanent  im- 
provement and  fertilization  of  his  farm.  I  men- 
tion this  as  an  alleviation,  not  as  a  complete  ex- 
lion  from  the  effects  of  the  embargo,  and  its 
r  producing  a  beneficial  influence  upon  cul- 
tivation and  internal  Improvement. 

1  bope  by  this  time,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
gentletoan  will  concur  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
the  situation  of  the  American  farmers  is  rather 
enviable  than  miserable — that  he  has  good  sense 
enough  to  make  a  just  estimate  of  his  own  inter- 
ests, and  possesses  too  much  honorable  sensibility 
not  to  repel  with  indignation  every  attempt  to 
seduce  him  into  a  disgrscefol  surrender  of  his  own 
liberties  or  his  country's  independence. 

Let  us  now  take  a  viewof  its  effects  upon  some 
other  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  which  seem 
almost  to  have  escaped  the  gentleman's  notice,  or 
at  least  not  to  have  excited  so  much  of  his  plain- 
live  sympathies^  allude  lo  the  manufacturer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  laborer.  The  manufacturer 
seems  lo  be  in  such  a  stnte  of  prosperity,  as  rather 
to  have  excited  the  gentleman's  jealousy  than  hia 
tender  commiseration.  He  fears  that  the  real 
object  of  the  embargo  was  to  erect  the  manufac- 
turing system  upon  the  ruins  of  commerce.  I  do 
not  mean  here,  sir,  to  reply  to  the  suggestion  of 
this  unfounded  jealousy.  I  mean,  in  the  courK 
of  these  observations,  to  make  that  a  subjeel  of 
distinct  and  separate  examination.  I  shall  here 
however  take  the  liberty  of  rema,rking,  without 
the  fear  of  still  further  exciting  the  gentleman'* 
jealousy,  that  I  am  eitremcly  happy  to  see,  oot 
only  that  we  have  abundant  fabrics  lor  manufac- 
tures, but  that  we  have  artisans  sufficient  to  mould 
them  into  all  the  articles  necessary  for  home  con- 
sumption, and  thus  lessen  our  dependence  upon 
foreign  nations  for  our  supply.  I  rejoice,  indeed, 
to  see  our  infant  maoufaclures  growing  into  im- 

Sortance,and  thai  the  mast  successful  experiment 
as  attended  every  attempt  at  improvement. 
What  h  the  situation  of  the  mechanic  and  the  la- 
borer? The);  have  full  employment,  good  wages, 
and  cheap  living.    I  am  told,  sir,  that  within  ih* 
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Ittt  year,  one  thousand  housps  have  been  erected 
ilk  Philadelpbia.  1  see  at  thia  lime  more  houses 
baildiog  at  Georgeioown,  erea  for  mercaatile 
purpoiies, and  moreimproTemenls  in  [his city,  than 
erer  I  have  seen  befote;  arid  1  beliere  this  geaer- 
■lly  to  be  the  case  ibroughout  the  country.  That 
(bisisacorrect  alalementof  fact?,  Ihave  no  doubt. 
How,  ihen,  is  ibis  agreeable  sod  unexpected  scene 
accounted  for,Bniid£l  [his  mercantile  clamor  about 
the  slagna  tioD  of  business  ?  It  is  because  a  greater 
woportion  of  ibe  overgrown  mercantile  CHpital 
1*  Dowdiveited  from  enernal  commerce  to  inter- 
nal improvemeDts.  And  1  am  stroagly  inclined 
to  thioK  that  this  traniposition  of  a  certajn  por- 
tion of  the  mercantile  capital  will  produce  a  ben- 
ciBcial  operation,  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
aodprolnblreveD  more  productive  to  the  capital- 
ist than  risking  it  in  the  employmenl  of  foreign 

This  I  believe  tobeafair.  just,  and  candid  state- 
neat  of  the  operation  of  ine  embargo  laws  upon 
ttke  several  great  classes  of  citizens;  and,  when 
cairectly  viewed,  bow  different  in  its  aspect  from 
the  miiierable  picture  of  horrors  presented  to  ui  by 
tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut  !  When  you 
tell  a  mechanic  or  a  laborer  of  bis  distresses  and 
■QBefings,  when  he  has  full  employment,  good 
wages,  and  cheap  living,  he  would  laugh  at  you ; 
be  would  either  think  you  silly,  or  that  you  meant 
lo  treat  bim  with  indignity  and  insult.  These 
we  all  the  blessings  be  could  wish,  and  they  are 
CBOugh  for  any  man  to  possess,  when  he  refleetR 
upon  the  narrow  span  of  human  enjoyments  ihia 
world  affords.  Sir,  the  miserable  laborer  on  the 
other  side  tbe  Atlantic  would  consider  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  laborers  here  Elysium  itself;  and  I 
can  but  lament,  for  the  sake  of  suffering  humani- 
ty, that  it  cannot  find  the  way  to  Iheiie  enjoy- 
ments. 1  presume  that,  during  the  late  election- 
eering scene,  every  laborer  and  mechanic  in 
Pennsylvania  was  told  a  thousand  times  that  be 
was  ruined  by  the  embargo;  but  thirty  thousand 
votes  (majority)  have  told  these  frantic,  officiour 
dialurbers  of  ine  public  quiet,  in  loud  and  awfu 
tones,  how  silly  and  ridiculous  they  considerthi 
suggestion.  Tlie  recent  elections  in  most  of  the 
other  States  speak  the  same  emphatio  tangui 
I  have  been  thus  minute,  Mr.  President,  in 
•Kaminalion  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  as  well  lo 
relieve  ourselves  from  the  miseries  and  appre- 
hensions of  our  own  deluded  imaginations,  as  to 
relieve  foreign  nations,  as  far  as  was  within  my 
power,  from  their  delusions,  which  I  shall  show 
in  the  course  of  my  observations,  are  tbe  princi- 
pal if  not  the  only  cause  of  the  very  hardships 
and  tu£&rings  so  loudly  and  causelessly  complain- 
ed of  by  some  gentlemen.  Now,  sir,  take  an  im- 
partial review  of  tbe  effects  of  the  embargo  laws, 
■aoperatinKiiponourselves,andtvhat  is  the  actual 
retaltT  Why,  sir,  as  far  as  they  were  precau- 
tionary, their  success  hss  been  complete;  and 
whilst  in  thpir  general  operations  they  have  been 
attended  with  some  privations  and  sufferings,  they 
liave  not  been  without  their  beneficial  effects  on 


embargo  laws  have  not  had  iheir  expected 
effects  upon  the  aggressing  belligerents.  That 
ibey  have  not  bed  their  complete  eSects;  that 
they  have  not  caused  a  revocaiioc  of  the  British 
orders  and  French  decrees,  will  readily  be  admit- 
ted; but  they  certainly  have  not  been  withoat 
some  beneficial  effects  upon  those  nations.  Lft 
me,  however,  ask,  sir,  is  this  failure  a  cause  of 
triumph  to  ihe  gentleman?  Does  he  feel  more 
pleasure  in  the  delusive  eipectalion  of  a  triumpb 
over  a  political  adversary,  than  in  the  triumph  ot 
the  nation  over  our  common  adversaries?  Are 
his  political  feelings  so  strong,  that  they  are  to  be 
indulged,  even  at  the  expense  of  his  own,  and  his 
couatry's  interests?  Does  be  vainly  suppose,  that, 
disregarding  or  postponing  all  consideration  of 
the  people's  interests,  when  their  all  is  at  stake, 
to  the  indulgence  of  these  petty  animosities,  will 
give  bim  a  just  claim  to  the  people's  applause? 
If  he  does,  sir,  he  is  misuken.  It  is  by  there- 
verse  of  ibis  conduct  thai  he  can  lay  any  just 
claim  to  their  applause.  It  is  by  banishing  his 
prejudices — it  is  by  conquering  his  own  passioos, 
end  by  devoting  the  whole  energy  of  his  miod  to 
their  service,  at  this  critical  moment,  that  he  can 
be  justly  entitled  to  tbeir  applause.  This  would 
be  for  biro  a  glorious  triumpb — a  triumph  over 
bis  own  passions;  and  it  would  secure  faim  tbe 
public  approbation,  because  the  conduct  would 
be  right.  Let  us  then,  sir,  hope  for  this  concilia- 
tion, which  would  be  so  honorable  to  ourselves, 
and  would  promise  so  much  advantage  to  the 

In  this  spirit  of  conciliation  and  patriotism, 
then,  Mr.  President,  let  us  inquire,  first,  what 
have  been  the  actual  effects  of  the  embargo  lawa 
upon  the  aggressing  belligerents?  And,  secondly, 
what  are  the  actual  causes  of  their  failure  of  com- 
plete successi  The  first  inqairy  involves  much 
mercantile  information.  I  have  only  some  views 
of  general  mercantile  principles — I  know  little  or 
nothing  of  their  operative  details — I  had,  there- 
fore, hoped  for  much  information  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject  from  gentlemen  who  possessed  it ; 
but  have  received  very  liitle  satisfaction  from 
ibem  in  that  respect. 

The  first  effect  of  the  embargo,  upon  the  aggress^ 
ing  belligerents,  was  to  lessen  their  inducements 
lo  war,  by  keeping  out  of  iheir  way  the  ricli 
spoils  of  our  commerce,  which  had  invited  their 
cupidity,  and  which  was  saved  by  those  laws.  If 
they  had  once  possessed  themselves  of  this  eaor~ 
mous  booty,  it  would  have  been  a  sure  pledge  for 
open  and  direct  war.  It  would  have  defrayed  the 
expenses  of  the  war  for  several  years.  If  they 
had  not  gone  to  war,  they  would  have  been  com-  ' 
pelled  either  to  restore  the  captured  property,  or 
lo  make  indemnlGcalion  for  it.  Its  amount  alcne 
would  have  been  a  sufficient  security  against 
either  of  these  acts  of  justice.  And  is  il  not  bet- 
ter that  this  enormous  amount  of  property  should 
be  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  than  on  the  other? 
In  ihe  hands  of  its  lawful  owners,  than  in  the 
hands  of  unprincipled  freebooters  ?  Is  it  not  belter 
that  it  should  be  drawn  to  our  aid  in  Ibe  event  of 
war,  ibaD  applied  to  aid  oar  unjust  adversary? 
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SEXftTS. 


Upon  ihji  point,  1  preinme,  there  can  be  but  obc 

Tae  «eeood  effect,  which  ihe  emlMrvo  Isws 
have  bad  on  ihe  aegressjug  beliigerenta,  ii  to  to- 
baaee  the  prices  of  all  AineiictD  produce,  especi- 
«Ut  utjcles  of  the  first  oecetsity  to  them,  to  a 
eonsiderabl?  degree,  aod,  if  it  be  a  tittle  lon^r 
peniMed  ID,  will  either  bani*h  our  produce  (which 
I  bdKve  iadispensable  to  ihem}  irom  their  mar- 
km tltogether,  or  increase  the  prtcea  to  an  enor- 
■oosamoaut;  and,  orcourie,  we  majr  hope  will 
fraiith  irreaistible  iaducemeots  for  a  relaiatioD 
c/tkdi  hostile  order*  and  edict*.  Howerei 
■If  geoerallf  respecl  the  mercantile  iufurinali 
gf  Ikcf  eullemaa  from  Massachuseiti  (Mr.  Llotd,) 
a4  Ike  ^oileman  from  Conaeciieut,  (Mr.  Hill- 
■ooc)  they  appear  to  me.  on  this  oecasion,  not 
» lave  been  rery  correct.  I  hare  before  me, 
1*0  Prices  Carrenl  from  LiTerpool,  the  ooe  of 
the  Stfc,  ibe  Qlher  of  the  SOih  September  last. 
Tbef,  I  presume,  were  wiilleti  under  no  political 
kiis.  favorable  to  the  Uaited  States.  Let  us  draw 
oar  facts  froin  them.  I  will  begin  with  the  arti- 
cle of  ibefiral  [leceiiitjr  in  Great  Britain,  and  one 
which,  at  all  limes,  excites  her  highest  seDsibiliiy. 
Sbe  manifesia,  at  all  limes,  more  aniieiy  about 
her  com  laws,  than  any  other  subject  of  her  po- 
liitcal  economy.  This  is  a  oeeewary  reeult  from 
the  peenliar  state  of  her  population. 

Let  as  then  inquire,  what  is  the  present  Plate 
of  breadstnSi  in  Great  Britain.  In  the  Lirer- 
pool  PriceCurrenc  of  the  8ib  of  September,  I  find 
this  iofovmatioo  upon  this  subject : 

"Our  grain  market,  far  th«  mort  part  of  the  last 
Biontk  was  Tery  dull ;  howcTcr,  within  ihii  day  or  two 
dwra  hane  hem  some  extmsiTe  sale*  made  of  New 
Tnk  wbeat  at  13*.  aad  3d.  at  70  Iba.,  and  the  holders 
BO*  daatand  13*.  and  6d.  to  i4i.  for  prime  paiceb, 
wUdi  iBBy  poaaiblj  be  obtained,  a*  the  appearancea 
tar  the  harvest  in  most  part*  of  this  kingdom  are  not 
V^St  10  favorable  a*  w*>  at  first  thought,  tbe  lite  heavy 
ram*  hatiog  prooed  injuiioua  in  many  [dace*,  and  the 
iniii  ti  much  lighter  in  the  ear  than  former  seasoni ; 
lot  u  tbe  dealen  and  country  millers  buy  only  to  sup- 
^  their  immediate  wants,  wa  do  not  calcuJalii  upon  a 
Biuxial  impravemcnt  on  the  anneied  priceit,  unless 
mu  eiport  rent  to  Spain  or  our  Went  India  colonies 
tAopIkce.  Good  snect  American  flour  is  not  lo  be 
hal  is  thia  market." 

lo  Ike  Price  Current  of  the  SOtb,  I  find  these 
ohutniions : 

■Lb^  apeculationa  have  lately  bean  made  in  to- 
teceo,  in  conaequenca  ofoui  stock  becoming  limited ; 
bat  slimiM  the  embargo  be  raised,  thi*  and  eveiy  other 
a  of  your  prodnce   must  Tcry  materially  de- 


wheat  and  flour  ei 
e  but  r 


oderste,  although  n 


What  refi  eel  ion  does  this  informat  ion  naturally 
present  to  the  mind  1  That  the  crop  is  limited ; 
that  breads! u%  are  high,  and  likely  to  be  higher; 
that  there  is  such  a  deficiency  of  breadstuffa,  that 
our  whole  anpply  will  not  depreti  the  market, 
em  im  the  event  of  raisins  the  embargo;  and 
certamly  cODiiDuing  it,  (wEich  does  not  seem 
at  all  caleoUlcd  apoa  in  England.)  would  letaen 


thequaniliy  and  raise  propottiooably  the  demand 
and  price. 

The  gentlemao  from  Conoecticui  (Mr.  Hill- 
HOD8B)  tells  Di  we  cannot  starve  Great  Britain, 
she,  being  minircss  of  the  trade  of  the  world,  will 
supply  herself  with  breadstuffii  from  other  quar- 
ters and  particularly  from  Spanish  America.  I 
□ever  heard  it  augeested,  except  by  the  KentlemMi 
in  the  opposition,  that  we  could  starve  Great  Brit- 
ain; but  that,  through  our  produce,  particularly 
our  breadaiuffd,  we  could  make  a  strong  appeal 
to  her  interest.  This  fact  is  demonstrated  to 
my  mind.  The  Liverpool  merchants  differ  with 
the  gentleman  in  his  mercaniile  informaiina. 
They  tell  us  that  our  whole  supply  of  breadatnSa 
will  not  depress  their  market.'  Ifa  ready  supply 
could  be  obtained  elsewhere,  upon  better  teroa, 
there  would  be  do  need  of  a  supply  from  us.  But 
when  has  it  happened,  that  Spanish  America 
could  afford  this  supply  7  So  far  from  affording 
a  supply  10  Great  Britain,  it  gets  a  portion  of  its 
own  supply  from  us.  The  gentleman  tells  us  that 
Spanish  Americans  export  great  quantitiea  of 
hides  aod  tallow.  That  is  true  ;  these,  however, 
are  not  breadstuffs.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Great 
Britain  Is  in  want  of  meat,  but  bread;  bread  is  an 
essential  of  life;  meet  is  no  substitute  for  bread; 
it  could  not  prevent  even  a  famine.  These  docu- 
ments also  go  to  show  the  reason  of  the  low  price 
of  New  York  flour,  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusells,  (Mr.  Lldvd.)  It  is  becaose  the 
flour  was  not  sweet ;  it  had  been  so  long  kept  a« 
tn  become  sour.  1  have  do  doubt  that  the  British 
Cabinet  is  now  looking  at  this  subject  with  great 
anilely;  and  particularly  at  our  movements  in 
relation  to  it.  Again,  sir ;  suppose  Great  Britain 
should  be  able  to  provision  her  Islands,  it  would 
be  at  anch  an  expensive  rate  as  to  render  iheia 
very  unprofitable. 

The  next  important  article  is  cotton.  Let  m 
see  the  prices  cnrreni  respecting  that  article; 

"Ths  operations  in  our  cotton  market  during  tha 
whola  of  last  month  hare  been  immense,  while  our  to- 
tal imparts  are  inadequate  to  one-half  the  usual  month- 
ly consumption  ;  aa  the  itocki  of  thia  article  have  be- 
come mare  depressed,  tha  speculators  continue  purchas- 
ing with  increased  spirit,  and  many  of  them  hate 
already  realized  eonsidemble  profits ;  we  theratbrs 
quote  an  adTsnes  on  all  descriptions  of  cotton,  oFfrvm 
id.  to  6d.  per  lb.  aboie  our  last  month's  rates,  whlcfa 
bss  principally  occurred  within  the  last  ten  days ;  but 
we  must  beg  lease  to  remark,  that  such  unstaoipled 
advances  are  scarcely  ever  so  well  maintained  as  when 
they  STB  gradually  establiabsd,  and  some  occurrenc* 
may,  perhaps,  ihortl;  take  place  to  put  a  slop  lo  fill- 
thsr  speculatians ;  we  are,  however,  of  opinion,  that 
prices  may  yet  be  driven  considerably  higher,  although 
they  have  to  encounter  an  eitrsoiely  bad  trade  in  Man- 

"  West  India  cottons  have  advanced  nearly  in  tha 
lame  proportion  as  American,  and  the  recent  airivalB 
have  fully  brought  the  anneied  prices,  with  every  ap- 
ince  of  much  higher  being  realized." 
n  cottons  we  have  a  great  atir;  and  should  we 
not  soon  have  ariivai*  from  the  BraxUa,  pricas  must  he 
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Here  ihe  Liverpool  mFrchaots  lell  uk,  not  oaly 
tbat  ibe  pricps  are  extremely  high,  and  may  be 
driTen  much  higher,  uqIfss  some  occurrence  (to 
wit,  raising  the  emhargo)  mHV  perhaps  shortly 
take  place,  10  put  a  slop  to  further  speculation; 
but  that  the  total  imports  are  iDadequaie  to  one- 
heir  the  usual  niontlily  consumption.    Now,  sir, 
whence  is  oDe-half  of  ihe  usuni  coniumption  of 
cotton  to  be  supplied  to  the  British  market.    The 
British  mcrchanis  seem  loisUy  at  a  loss  for  a  sup- 
ply from  anv  place;  hut  thegenllemnn  from  Con- 
oecticul   (Mr.  Hlllhol'se)  haa  pointed  out  sct- | 
era!  places  of  supply— the  East  and  West  Indies;  ! 
aod  ereii  Africa  has  been  resorted  to.    They  havi 
■applies  from   all  ibese  places  now,  and  yet  ihi 
Liverpool  mercharils  tell  you  that  the  whole  im 
ports  are  not  equal  to  one-half  the  monthly  con 
sumption  ;  1  therefore  have  no  confidence  in  Ihi 
•lalement  made  by  the  geDileruan.     With  respect  ' 
to  the  iliusiiatioa  of  his  position,  by  slating  ihe  [ 
auppoaed  aaalogous  case  of  his  butter  merchants,  I 
I  shall  n^ake  no  reply.     Its  fallacy  was  ably  de-  \ 
moDSlraied  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  \ 
Crawford.)     I   will  only   incidentally   remark,  ' 
however,  that  it  is  the  first  lime  1  ever  recollect 
to  bave  !>een  that  gentleman  in  debate,  when  it 
appeared   lo  me  that  he  did  not  know  on  which 
side  kitovm  bread  was  buttered. 

But  the  gentlemari  tells  us,  that  the  provident 
British  Qovernmeol  has  sent  cotloo  seed  to  Africa 
to  answer  a  supply  of  cotton  ;  that  cotton  is  an 
annual  plant,  and  cf  course  a  competent  supply 
maybe  produed  from  thai  quarter.  lam  inclined 
to  inink  that  this  provident  Gorernment  does  not 
rely  much  upon  ibi^  resource;  because  I  imagine 
the  whole  quaMity  of  seed  sent  thither,  would 
Dot  be  equal  to  the  offal  from  one  good  South 
Carolina  plantation  ;  and  although  cotton  is  cer- 
tainly an  annual  plant,  yet  the  conversion  of  the 
labor  of  society  from  one  occupation  to  another, 
is  not  the  eSeci  of  an  annual  effort.  It  is  one  of 
tbe  most  difficult  operations  to  be  performed  on 
society.  I  therefore  feel  no  apprehension  of  a 
supply  from  this  source,  at  least,  for  many  years. 
ir Great  Britain  should  be  cut  off  from  one-half 
of  her  supply  of  collon,  it  would  certainly  place 
the  many  thousand  mauufacturers  employed  in 
the  various  branches  of  the  cotton  business,  in  a 
aiate  of  f^reat  distress;  and  must  command  the 
attention  of  the  British  Government. 

The  next  arlicle  I  shall  mention,  is  the  article 
of  timber  or  lumber.    I  mention   these  articles 

Krlicularly  in  relation  lo  the  supply  of  the  West 
dies;  and  the  rather,  as  the  traders  to  these 
Islands  have  been  foremost  in  urging  the  British 
hostile  orders.  I  recollect,  sometime  since,  to  have 
seen  a  report  made,  I  believe  to  the  House  of 
Commons,showioir  the  proportion  of  these  articles 
imported  to  the  West  Indies  from  the  United 
Stales,  in  relation  to  Ihe  same  articles  imported 
thither  from   all  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  and  the 

Eroportion  of  these  articles,  was  ninety-nine  in  the 
undred,  imported  from  the  United  States.  It  is 
known  that  these  articles  are  indispensable  to  the 
exports  from  those  Islands ;  particularly  rum,  su- 
gar, and  molasses.    And  1  am  at  a  loss  to  know 


from  whence  these  articles  can  be  supplied,  except 
from  Ihe  United  Slates,  h  should  also  be  recol- 
lected that  timber  and  lumber  are  not  of  annual 
growth,  ibey  are  part  of  the  veteran  sturdy  oak 
Itself;  and  therefore  that  their  deficiency  cannot 
be  so  easily  supplied  as  is  suggesiei)  in  relation  to 

The  next  article  I  shall  mention,  is  tobacco. 
What  say  the  Liverpool  merchants  respecting 
this  article  T 

"During  the  last  month  tobacco  has  eiperionced 
come  fluctuation,  and  sales  have  been  made  at  price* 
under  those  quoted  ;  butsume  considerable  ordera  hav> 
ing  appeared  for  export,  the  market  hns  pgain  settled 
at  these  rates,  and  if  anj  opening  to  Ihe  cantinent  of 
Europe,  tbniugh  the  medium  of  Hollind,  should  ba 
found,  ■□  advance  may  be  expected  ;  on  the  contrary, 
if  we  have  only  our  home  coniumption  to  depend  upon, 
little  allerstion  can  take  place  until  the  senUmenI*  of 
the  Americsn  GDvemment  be  known  at  tbe  meeting  of 
Congress  iu  November  next." 

It  IS  admitted  that  tobacco  is  not  an  article  of 
the  first  necessity;  it  is,  however,  material  io  the 
manufacturer,  and  highly  important  to  the  rev- 
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inly  entitled  to  some 
consideration,  although  some  supply  of  those  art  i- 
'  iw  furnished  from  Sweden. 

lelecied  these  ariicles  as  specimens  of  the 
and  importance  of  the  commercial  con- 
stween  tbe  United  State? and  Great  Brit- 
to  demonstrate  that  it  cannot  he  with- 
i  our  part  without  essentially  affecting 
ests.  Again,  sir;  what  effect  will  this 
of  intercourse  have  upon  the  revenue  of 
ihal  country?  I  shall  make  no  minute  estimate, 
hut  it  wiil  certainly  have  an  effect  which  cannot 
be  disregarded;  and  the  rather  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  Great  Britain  has  iiopased  an  export 
duty  of  four  per  cent,  upon  her  goods  sent  to  the 
United  Slates,  which  produces  to  her  an  annual 
revenue  of  about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
probably  much  more;  and  that  this  isadiscrimi- 
nating  duty  asainst  the  United  States,  which 
ought  to  have  oecn  repelled  the  moment  it  was 
laid  ;  and  especially,  as  it  was  avowed  that  it  wa* 
Imposed  upon  the  United  States  with  the  view  of 
placing  them  on  the  same  fuotiog  with  the  Brittsli 
Colonfes. 

The  gentleman  fromMas>«chusetts  (Mr.  Lloyd) 
tells  U3,even  suppose  that  your  embargo  lawsdrive 
fifty  thousand,  or  more,  manufacturers  from  their 
employment  in  Great  Britain,  it  will  only  add  to 
ber  naval  and  military  strength.  It  would  only 
give  her  fifty  thousand  seamen  or  soldiers  more 
than  she  now  has.  This.  sir.  is  an  unfortunate 
specimen  of  the  prosperity  which  Great  Britain 
is  supposed  to  derive  from  the  embargo  laws.  li" 
1  am  rightly  informed,  generally,  and  particularly 
yesterday,  by  tht>  learned  genileman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  MiTcntLL,)  of  the  materials  of  which 
the  manufacturers  consist,  I  am  disposed  to  think 
they  would  make  poor  seamen,  aod  sorry  soldiers. 
I  do  not  think  the  world  would  bave  much  to. 
fear  from  their  prowess.  They  are  St  for  manu- 
facturers, and  nothing  else;  and  if  driven  from 
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ibrir  habitual  Employmrats  they  mast  aiarre.  or 
become  a  charge  npoa  the  natiuD.  But,  air,  the 
rooTersioQ  of  fiftjr  thouisDd  productive  and  ereo 
tsptxaire  laborers,  coald  not  contribnte  much  ta 
tbc  wealth  or  power  of  any  nation ;  and  aucb  an 
openlion  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  poor  rates 
■n  HiffieieDtlj^bigh  already,  would  command  the 
Nrioni  alieDtian  oflhe  Gofernmenl. 

Tkfie  is  aomeihin^  essential  to  the  nliysical 
povHofa  nation,  besides  the  numbers  of  seamen 
aad  soldiers.  It  is  money,  it  is  revenue.  This 
DptniiDD  upon  libor  could  not  be  productire  of 
irnniw,  bat  would  be  an  enormous  charge  upon 
.L  1  am  therefore  inclined  to  think  that  tlie  Brit- 
oh  Cabiaet  would  not  feel  any  great  obligallon  to 
ikegmilemaD  for  bis  ingenious  discorerjr.  All 
iksreonsideratioDs  must  present  strong'  induce- 
anti  to  Great  Britain  to  revoke  her  hostile  or- 
ien;  but  she  has  hitherto  refused  to  do  so. 

Let  a  candid  inquiry  be  now  made  into  the 
letnal  caDses  of  this  refusal.  The  geDtlemKti 
Aom  Uassaeboselts  (Mr.  Li.(>vd)  itiforms  us,  (lint 
the  Briiisb  Cabinet  showed  some soliciiude  about 
■he  embargo  laws,  till  "ome  time  between  the 
S^d  of  Jane  and  the  29ih  of  July  last,  within 
wbidi  time  joforniation  Bowed  in  upon  them, 
which  relieved  them  from  ibis  solicitude,  and 
TecODciled  them  to  the  embargo.  [Mr.  Lloyd 
rose  (o  explain.  He  said  he  referred  to  the  months 
of  Jnoe  and  July,  without  mentioning  any  par- 
tieoJar  days  of  those  montbs.l     I  admit  that  the 

fntleinan  did  not  mention  the  particular  days; 
took  the  particular  days,  for  greater  precision, 
from  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Pinkney 
and  Mr.  Madison,  from  which  1  presume  liic  gen- 
tlemaD  bad  drawn  bis  infurmaiioo. 

What  was  the  information  that  flowed  in  upon 
the  Briiisfa  Cabinet,  from  the  S2d  June  to  the  29th 
of  July?  That  period  announced  two  events. 
First,  the  wot\derful  revolution  in  Spain,  although 
this  event  must  have  been  pretty  well  understood 
in  London  before  even  the  22d  of  June,  periiaps 
BOt  to  its  full  extent.  The  other  event  was,  the 
pdtry  attempt  at  the  resistance  of  the  embargo 
laws  ia  Vermont,  mngnitied  into  a  formidable 
iumrrcclioD  against  the  Government;  and  the 
ashappy  discontents  manifested  in  Bosinn  and  its 
ut^borhood.  together  with  the  results  of  the 
dfctiods  in  Massachusetts.  All  these  circum- 
nuees  were  certainly  srcatlv  exag^ernied.  or 
Oturly  misrepresented.  Here  lhen,sir,  we  clearly 
dueem  the  real  causes  of  the  refusd!  of  the  Brit- 
istt  Cabinet  to  tiftel  the  just  and  honorable  prop- 
oiittoa  of  the  United  Stales,  hd(I  to  revoke  their 
(hders  in  Council.  The  Spanish  Revolution,  no 
doabl.  contributed  to  their  determination;  but 
tlte  principal  cause  was  our  own  divisions  and 
ditconlenis,  either  wholly  misrepresented  or  high- 
It  exaggerated. 

'  Before  the  22d  June  Mr.  Pinkney  and  Mr.Can- 
BiDg  were  engaged  in  the  most  informal  and 
fnendlycommunii-ations;  Mr. Canning  had  gone 
solar  as  to  intimate  to  Mr.  Pinkney  that  he  mi^ht 
ica  few  days  expect  to  be  able  to  communicate 
to  his  Government  some  agreeable  intelligence, 
evidently  meaning  either  the  revocation,  or  relux- 
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ation  of  the  hostile  orders.  But  unfortunately, 
shortly  after  the  22J  June,  liie  packet  arrived 
with  this  flood  of  disgraceful  information  from 
the  United  States.  Immediately  after  the  receipt 
of  this  misinformatioD,  .Mr.  Canning  changes  his 
conduct.  All  informal  conferences  witn  Mr. 
Pinkney  are  denied,  and  a  formal  note  demand- 
ed, in  reply  to  which,  the  note  of  refusal  was  re- 
turned, marked,  as  we  have  seeu,  with  indignity 
and  insult  to  the  United  States. 

Now,  sir,  lei  me  ask,  whether  these  facts  do  not 
demonstrate  that  ihecontiauBlioauf  the  hostile  or- 
ders is  principnlly,  if  not  solely,  owing  to  the  dis- 
honorable divisionsaad  diacoDienisinthiscountry, 
and  the  exaggerated  accounts  given  of  Ibem  to 
ibe  British  Government  1  That  events  in  Spain 
alone,  however  intoxicating  to  the  British  Cah- 
inet.  were  not,  of  themselves,  sufficient  to  produce 
■  his  effect;  because  they  were  known  before  lbs 
change  in  Mr.  Canning's  conduct  took  place,  and 
had  not  produced  that  efiect.  But,  the  moment 
the  extravagant  accounts  of  the  discoulentji  and 
divi^iuns  in  this  country  were  received,  was  tha 
moment  ofchangeiuMr.  Canning's condocl,  and, 
therefore,  must  be  considered  as  the  real  cause 
that  produced  it.  Besides,  sir,  was  not  this  change 
of  conduct  the  natural  effect  of  this  disgraceful 
information  1  When  Mr.  Canning  was  informed 
that  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  had  becoms 
false  lo  ihemseWea;  had  refused  to  bear  the  ne- 
cer-sary  privatioos  imposed  bv  the  Governmeoi; 
bad  in  fact,  separated  themselves  from  liieir  own 
Government — that  they  would  elect  persons  to 
office,  who  would,  voluntarily,  yield  obedience  to 
Mr.  Canning's  orders — what  inducements  could 
be  have  for  their  relocation  )  If  obetlience  and 
submistiion  were  gratuitously  tendered  by  the 
people  nf  the  United  States;  he  bad  certainly  noth- 
ing to  do  but  graciously  lo  accept  them  ;  and  bis 
noieaflbrds  full  evidence  of  this  impression  on 
bis  mind.  The  refusal  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  revoke  their  hostile  orders,  therefore,  ap- 
pears not  to  have  been  founded  upon  a  calculation 
of  its  interests  upon  correct  iuformationj  but  upon 

tion.  IJuw  much,  then,  is  it  to  be  lamented, 
Mr.  President,  that  our  sjflerings  and  privationi 
should  be  continued,  by  the  discontents  which 
were  intended  to  remeiiy  ihemT  How  can  tbs 
authors  of  these  discontents  rct:oncile  their  con- 
duct to  the  nation,  or  to  their  own  cinsciences? 
What  compensation  or  aioneineol  can  they  ever 
hope  10  make  to  the  people  for  the  prutiactioa 
of  their  privaiionsand  buOering^  7  What,  for  tha 
disgrace  brought  upon  the  aalion  7  What,  fur  all 
the  horrors  and  calamities  of  war,  which  may, 
and  probably  will,  be  the  consequences  of  such 
conduct  1  Let  the  infatuated  authors  of  it  answer 
these  questions.  Ages  of  services  cannot  atone 
for  theiie  cruel,  these  unfortunate  errors. 

It  IS  asked  sir,  how  do  the  embargo  laws  ope- 
rate  on  France?  It  is  leaJily  ailmitteil,  that  lbs 
commercial  connexion  between  the  Uoited  States 
and  France  is  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make  a 
suspension  of  it  operate  as  injurious  lo  Franc* 
,  herself,  particularly  in  the  interior,  as  on  Great 
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Britain.  But  our  commerce  cHunot  be  dteme'] 
VoimporlBtil  to  Frauce,  in  the  IVeble  siale  of  her 
navy.  At  tht:  time,  loo,  of  laying  the  embargo, 
"     ■  I  Portugal,  and   Holland, 
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D  iiubjeciion  to  France.     In   pressure 

IS  materially  lelt  by  Spain  and  Poriuga],  (torn 
their  want  of  provisions;  and  it  is  quesEiooable 
how  far  tliat  measure  COD  tribuiedio  the  con  venlioQ 
for  tbeevHCUaiionorPorcu^a)  bytbeFreucharmy. 
Tbe  want  of  provisions  being  one  ground  alleged 
"ror  iheir  laie  convenliun  for  that  purpa:>e. 

The  Frencb  West  India  island.",  too,  have  fell 
the  pressure  with  great  severity.  They  are  at 
this  moment  in  a  slate  of  blockade.  There  were 
fvobably  two  objecis  in  this  blockade.  The  one 
to  reduce  the  Fiench  islands  for  want  of  provis- 
ions. The  other,  (o  seize  upon  iheir  merchant 
«hips,  which  it  was  presumed  wouid  hasten  ihillier 
immediately  upon  raising  tbe  embargo.  And  it 
appeared  extremely  well-timed  to  e Sect  that  ob- 
ject, if  Congress,  upon  their  first  meeting,  Dad 
been  weak  or  pusillaniroouG  enough  to  have  raised 
it.  The  loss  of  these  islands  would  be  severely 
felt  by  the  French  Emperor,  and  would  probably 
produce  same  regret  on  his  part  in  having  con- 
tributed to  drive  the  United  Stales  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  embargo  laws. 

Bui,  sir,  geDilemeo  are  very  much  alarmed  at 
■n  expreMion  in  a  late  French  expose.  They 
have  made  some  general  allusions  lo  it,  but  in  so 
Ta^ue  a  manner,  as  not  to  be  uodersiood  with  pre- 
cision. As  I  am  always  fond  of  a  correct  slate- 
ment  of  facts,  I  will  read  the  expression  probably 
alluded  to:  ''The  Americans,  a  people  who  in- 
'  Tolve  their  fortunes,  ibeir  prornerily,  and  almost 
'  their  existence,  in  commerce,  nave  g-ivea  an  ex- 
'  ample  of  a  great  and  courageous  sacrifice.  They 
'  have  suspended,  by  a  general  embargo,  all  com- 
*  merce  and  navigation,  rather  than  shamefully 
'  submit  to  that  tribute,  which  the  English  impose 
'  on  the  navigation  of  al(  nations."  I  cannot  con- 
ceive llie  imparlance  attached  to  this  expressiun, 
or  the  view  with  which  li  was  introduced.  It  is 
to  be  remarked  that  this  is  the  character  given  lo 
this  measure  throughout  all  Europe,  and  by  none 
more  loudly  and  decisively,  ihan  by  the  Federal 
American  merchants  now  in  Great  Britain. 

It  is  only  on  this  side  of  tbe  Ailantic,  that  we 
bear  it  described  as  a  weak  «r  wicked  measure. 
Bui  wiiat  of  all  this,  sirl  Will  this  Freitch  ex- 
pression change  the  real  charncieruf  the  meas- 
ure? Shall  wc  change  our  own  opinions  of  the 
true  character  of  the  measure  because  the  French 
Government  has  thought  proper  lo  pronounce  an 
opinion  upon  iff  Are  we  told  to  abandon  our 
own  right  of  judging  of  our  own  measures,  be- 
cause the  French  Gorernment  officiously  under- 
takes to  judge  for  us?  Sir,  to  me  it  is  perfectly 
indifferent,  what  the  French  Qovernmeot  thinks 
upon  the  subject ;  1  shall  lake  the  liberty  of  exer- 
cising my  own  judgment  upon  it,DerfectIy  exempt 
from  any  extraneous  infiuence  whatever. 

Mr.  Canning,  sir,  has  also   undertaken   lo   say 

■omethiug  respecting  ihe  character  of  the  embargo 

faiws.    Let  us  hear  what  he  says  upon  the  subject : 

"  Jf  comidered  ai  a  measure  of  impartiBJ  hostility 


against  both  belltserenta,  the  embargo  appears  to  Hia 
Majesty  lo  bare  been  manifestly  unjust,  as,  according 
to  evsrj  principle  of  justice,  that  ledicM  oaibt  lo  hav« 
been  first  sought  from  the  party  oiiBinating  tbs  vnong. 
And  His  Majesty  cannot  consent  to  buy  off  that  hottility, 
which  America  ought  not  to  have  eltended  to  him,  at 
the  eipenss  of  a  concewioD  made  notlo  America,  but 
to  France. 

"  If,  as  it  has  more  generally  been  reprisented  by  the 
Governaient  of  the  United  Siatei,  tha  embaigo  is  onljr 
to  be  considered  as  an  innocent,  municipal  regulaliori, 
which  affects  none  bat  the  United  States  themselves, 
and  with  which  no  foreign  Btate  has  any  concern  : 
vioned  in  this  light,  Hii  Majesty  does  not  conceiTe 
that  he  has  the  right  oi  the  pretention  to  make  uij 
complaint  of  it;  and  he  has  made  none." 

"  His  Majeity  would  not  besitate  to  contribute  in 
any  mmner  in  his  power  to  restore  to  ^e  comment  uf 
the  United  States  its  wonted  activity;  and  if  it  were 
possible  lo  make  any  lacriSce  for  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo, Hithoul  appearing  to  deprecate  il  as  a  meamrs 
of  boatillty,  he  would  gladly  have  facilitated  its  remo- 
tbI  as  a  measure  of  inconvenient  restriction  upon  the 
American  people." 

Let  me  now  ask  you,  Mr.  President,  what  feel- 
ings musi  rush  themselves  into  your  bosom,  upon 
hearing  this  last,  this  arrogant  insinualioD  7 
What  must  be  ibe  feelings  of  every  war-worn 
veteran,  who  has  so  long  enjoyed  the  pleasing 
consciousness  of  having  been  tnstrumental  in 
achieving  hia  country's  independence?  What 
niusi  be  the  feelings  of  every  young  Ameri- 
can, who  has  not  basely  degenerated  from  hia 
father's  virtues7  Do  you  not  see,  sir,  in  this  sen- 
tence, almost  a  direct  overture  of  the  interference 
of  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty  in  our  political  con- 
cerns? Do  you  not  see  the  vain  and  idle  effort 
to  encourage  disconlents  by  tbe  expression  of  His 
Majesty's  good  disposition  te  inlerpose  his  good 
offices  10  relieve  the  American  people  from  the 
inconvenient  reiitrictions  imposed  on  them  bjf 
their  own  Government?  What  indigoity,  what 
insult  could  be  greater  upon  the  American  people'? 
What  could  more  clearly  demonstrate  ihe  infatu- 
ation, the  intoxication  of  Mr.  Canning's  mind, 
produced  by  the  unfortunate  flood  of  misinforma- 
tion which  had  poured  in  upon  him?  The  Ameri- 
can people  will  repel  the  overture  with  indigna- 
tion, with  disdain  ;  aod  sir,  as  a  sure  and  pleasing 
anticipation  of  ibis  result.  I  rejoiced  to  see  the 
indignant  resenTmcnt  mnnifrsted  by  the  gentle- 
man from   Delaware  (Mr.  White.)     It  v 


rable 


1  Ihe 


triumph  of  his  American  feeltngs  ( 
of  prejudices  with  which  I  fear  he  is  surrounded. 
I  always  knew  thai  gentleman  lo  be  a  patriot,  and 
when  it  shdll  become  necessary,  I  expect  to  see 
him  amongst  the  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  honor, 
in  the  defence  of  his  country's  rights. 

Yes.  sir,  this  insulting  ovenure  will  doubtless 
burst  ihe  strong  felters  of  the  prejudices  of  thou- 
sands of  other  American  patriots,  who  will  rally 
to  the  standard  of  their  own  Government,  and 
will  tench  Mr.  Canniog  how  little  he  knows  of 
American  character, or  the  American  sensibility, 
when  he  thus  ven lures  to  insult  it. 

Sir,  the  senlimeDti  contained  in  this  extraordi- 


.dbyCoo^le 


mSTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


VoTsneR,  1806. 


Senatb. 


MI7  note  of  Mr.  CanntDg's  ate  noi  n«w  to  me. 
I  hiT«  seen  ihem  for  some  monilis  in  some  of  tbr 
Bottaa  oewspapera — jl  conlsins  nolhiog-  more 
l^n  ibe  ridiculous  intimations  coDtained  io  ihein, 
redocnl  tDiheforna  of  a  diplomatic  ddip,  not  aiall 
imprarcd,  nor  digaiGed.  nor  belter  calculated  to 
<ffrct  (brir  object,  by  the  sarcastic  iDsolence  of 
Hf.  Caaaio^. 

Dpoaao  impartial  review  of  tbe  wlioleof  this 
{■ncfibe  sDbject,  Mr.  Piesideni,  I  think  I  am 
mmated  in  theconelasioo  thatihe  embargo  laws 
baTcaotbeen  writbout  materially  bpDeficial  effects 
apu  bolb  the  belligerents;  that  ibey  have  pre- 
taKi  strong  appeals  to  the  interests  of  both,  bul 
ikiiiiiese  appeals  bare  not  produced  tbeir  com- 
plew  effect.  I  hare  no  beaiiilioa  in  aayiDg,  sir, 
ikai  vbeit  the  proper  time  shall  arrive — if  these 
ttdm  and  decre^n  shall  unforlunately  be  perse- 
Ttnd  in — I  shall,  for  one.  he  ready  to  make  still 
imager  appeals  Co  tbeir  interests — appeals  lim- 
ited only  by  ihe  wbolc  force  end  energy  of  the 

I  think  also,  sir,  I  am  warranted  in  concluding, 
^t  if  (heembaTso  taws  have  failed  of  complete 
meeeM.  (heir  faiuire  has  been  owing  to  eztraor- 
diDarycviiMS,  which  could  neither  have  beenfure- 
leen  aor  anticipated  at  the  time  of  (he  adoption 
of  (he  laeMaTe,  and  therefore  cannot  furnish  any 
impnuiion  agaiast  its  policy  or  wisdom. 

Permit  me  oow,  sir,  to  make  some  observa  lions 
apoD  (be general  characterof  this  measure,  as  well 
a*  replies  (o  some  of  Ihe  more  general  obieci 
broagb:  against  tt.  I  have  said,  sir,  that  there  are 
no  sdbstitDtes  for  the  embargo,  but  war  or  sub- 
DUBJon.  I  will  HOW  proceed  to  prove  this  posi- 
tion. A  repeal  of  the  embargo,  without  a  substi- 
lule.  b  submission  ;  if  with  a  subsliiute,  it  is  war. 
Genileatea  in  the  opposition  seem  fully  sensible 
«r  Ibe  delicacy  and  urgency  of  this  part  of  the 
qofslKMi.  When  pressed  for  their  substitute,  they 
nanifei  vast  reluctance  in  producing  it. 

The  gnxleman  from  Delaware,  Indeed,  told  ns 
ke  was  sot  the  pioneer  of  the  Administmlion,  I 
UT(T  knew  that  he  was  called  upon  10  act  in  that 
ckander ;  bnt  I  hope  he  will  nut  voluntarily  act 
tilbc  sapper  nor  the  miner  of  the  Admioislra- 
lina, especially  when  he  must  behold  the  Admin- 
Btiaiiaa  assailed  by  the  two  most  powerful  belti- 
genab  m  the  world,  unfortunately  aided  I  fear 
toaiir,tif  a  host  of  domestic  sappers  and  miners, 
■ad  saiferminers  in  the  bargain.  I  am  sure,  sir, 
thv  geatJeman  will  not  take  upon  himself  such  a 
ebvacler.  Theg«atlemnn,  however,  did  not  with- 
hold from  us  an  intimation,  at  least,  of  his  subsii' 
lite — an  inlimalion  which  conld  not  be  mistaken. 
(1  waa  war  with  France.  The  question  therc' 
fore  as  to  him  is  at  an  end  upon  this  point.  War 
is  the  sabstitnte. 

But.  the  eentleman  from  Connecticut,  fMr. 
HiiXBorsE,  J  after  proteKiing  against  furnisning 
any  iibtituie,  intimates  merely  that  he  is  in  favor 
of  aa  amwd  commerce.  Why,  sir,  do  gentlemen 
iD  ih«  opposition  manifest  such  a  reluctance  in 
prodocing  a  aabstitute,  if  they  have  one  1  They 
aeem  to  be  laboring  under  an  impression  that  this 
i*  a  OMn  qaeaiioa  between  themielvea  and  the 


Adminisiraiion — an  unimportant  question  of  uia 
and  oait.  The  question  is  certainly  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent description.  It  is  n  question  between  ibis 
nation  and  foreign  nations.  It  is  a  question  ip- 
volving  our  national  existence  and  independence, 
and  the  dearest  rigbii  of  ilie  people. 

Let  me  tell  these  gentlemen,  sir.  that  the  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  demand  asnbiiilutefrom  them, 
if  they  have  one ;  not  merely  a  vague  insinuation 
to  fill  up  a  chasm  in  a  defective  argument,  bul  a 
written  proposition,  reduced  to  form,  prei^ented 
for  serious  conrideration ;  that  every  word  may 
be  strictly  examined,  and  all  its  bearings  seen. 
Then,  sir.  we  should  be  in  a  state  of  preparation 
to  make  a  choice  between  such  substitute  and  the 
measures  ti{  the  Administration. 

Besides,  sir,  if  this  obligation  were  disregarded, 
every  rule  of  criticism,  every  principle  of  common 
sense,  would  require  a  substitute.  If  yon  criticise 
upon  a  sentence  in  writing,  the  criticism  is  incom- 
plete until  you  show  a  better.  In  lew  pleadings, 
if  you  object  to  a  plea,asderecliye,  you  are  bound 
to  show  a  belter.  And  certainly,  sir,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  question  does  not  lessen  the  obligation 
imposed  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  common  sense. 
Again,  sir,  I  hardly  could  have  supposed  that  gen- 
tlemen of  such  lofty  pretentions  to  wisdom  and 
talents  would  have  contented  themselves  with  the 
humble  oSee  of  finding  fault,  without  furnishing 
the  proper  correction.  This  inactive  conduct — 
this  doing  nothing  for  the  people  in  these  danger- 
ous and  critical  times — can  furnish  but  a  poor 
claim  to  the  people's  gratitude  and  applause. 

But,  sir,  I  will  consider  the  gentleman's  substi- 
tute, even  with  the  glimmering  views  of  it  which 
he  has  presented.  His  substitute  is  an  armed 
commerce.  Would  he  extend  it  to  acts  of  repri- 
sal? If  so,  it  is  immediate  war.  Would  he  stop 
short  of  that  7  It  wouldslill  be  war,  but  of  a  more 
inefficient  bind.  If  our  vessels  are  to  arm.  I  pre- 
sume their  arms  are  to  be  used  in  self-defence — 
they  would  be  used  against  both  the  belligerents. 
In  the  present  temper  of  Great  Britain,  the  first 
gun  fired  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  even  with  a  blank 
cartridge — or  if  it  were  a  pop-gun — would  be  in- 
stant war.  It  would  he  a  signal  to  her  navy  to 
1  upon  the  whole  of  our  commerce,  which 
Id  bespread  upon  the  ocean  the  moment  of 
raising  the  embargo.  The  gentleman's  substitute 
I  therefore  believe  to  be  war,  aud  war  of  the  most 
inefficient  kind.  A  repeal  of  the  embargo,  wiib- 
Ji  a  substitute,  is  submission.  Submission  to 
hnf?  To  i;oloniza(ion,  to  taxation,  10  tribute! — 
That  this  is  the  true  character  of  the  British 
'  -rs  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  we  not  only  know 
1  the  measuresthemselves,  but  we  know  it  was 
idersiDod  in  Ihe  British  Parliament  at  the  time 
leir  adoption.     As  an  evidence  of  this  fact,  let 

of  theobservalioniimidein  Parliamentat  the  time 
of  their  adoption,  particularly  the  observations  of 
Lord  Qrenvtlle  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

His  Lordship  said:  "As  to  the  duties  proposed  to 
be  levied  under  these  Orders  of  Council,  be 
should  only  say,  that  when  the  peace  of  1783  took 
place,  he  never  thought  that  he  should  have  lived, 
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'orthHtlheBrilishParliamenl  should  hare  lirn] 
'  to  see  tbe  day  whtn  a  proposition  should  t>e  made 
'  to  tax  America  1"  And  when  a  similar  sugges- 
lion  VBs  made  in  ihe  Hou^c  of  CommonK,  what 
was  Mr.  CaDRiDg's  reply?  Did  be  deoy  the 
object?  No,  sir;  but  begged  the  gentlemen  in 
(he  opposition  not  lo  leil  the  secret  to  the  Ameri- 
caos!  Hush,  gentlemen,  was,  io  subslaace,  his 
reply.  Thus  adding  indignity  and  insult  to  the 
arrogant  pretension.  Upon  this  part  ot  the  sub- 
ject, 1  shall  make  no  comment.  It  is  impossible 
10  improve  the  eloquence  of  (his  Parliamentary 
language  I  It  mu?it  strike  deep  into  tbe  heart  of 
every  true  American- 
Trie  genileman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hill- 
house)  iays,  no  tribute  will  be  paid,  because  (here 
will  be  no  iuducement  lo  pay  il.  France  will 
not  receive  veitseis  into  her  port;,  which  have  sub- 
mitted to  such  a  disgrace.  It  is  admitted  that  tbe 
tribute  is  imposed  ;  and  lo  avoid  tbe  payment  of 
il.  we  are  to  look  lo  Franc.?:  lo  give  up  our 
national  character,  and  our  national  nonor  lo  the 
safe-keeping  of  the  French  Emperor.  [The  gen- 
tleman rose  to  explain.  He  pruiesied  against 
making  any  such  infcrenc''.]  This  was  udmilled. 
He  onfy  staled  the  facts,  and  1  supplied  tbe  infer- 
ence. The  inference  from  the  facts  1  deem  irre- 
sistible. I  despise,  sir,  this  miserable  subterfuge. 
Let  us  act  like  a  nation  of  freemen — let  as  be 
the  conservators  of  our  own  honor  and  character. 
We  should  be  the  gainers  by  it  upon  tbe  most 
economical  calcQlaiion,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence.  Our  national  character  is  now  worlh 
more  than  the  delusive  gains  held  out  by  this 
miserable  commerce,  and  would  sell  for  more  in 
every  market ;  submit  to  ihis  disgraceful  tribute, 
il  would  noi  be  worlh  a  ceni,  and  would  noi  sell 

Tbe  genilemau  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hill- 
sonaE]  says,  that  tbe  embargo  is  submission  to 
the  mandates  of  both  France  and  Qreal  Britain, 
and,  therefore,  dishonorable.  He  makes  this  state- 
ment— France  says,  you  shall  not  trade  with 
Qreat  Britain;  Great  Britain  says,  you  shall  noi 
trade  with  France;  and  we  say,  we  will  not 
trade  with  either,  and.  therefore,  gratifv  both. 
The  fallacy  of  this  argument  consists  in  the  mis- 
slBlemenl.  France  says  you  may  trade  with  me, 
and  1  am  anxious  you  should  do  so,  but  you  shall 
not  trade  wilb  Qieal  Britain ;  we  say,  we  will  not 
trade  with  you,  nor  with  Greai  Britain.  Now, 
air,  is  this  yielding  to  the  mandate,  or  gralifying 
the  wish  of  France?  Certainly  not.  Great  Bri- 
tain uses  the  same  language,  and  meets  with  the 
tame  reply.  Now  I  contend  that  we  have  neither 
yielded  submission,  nor  gratified  tbe  wish  of  either; 
but  have  resisted  the  wishes  and  mandates  of 
both ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  both  are  astonish- 
ed al  the  honorable  and  digniSed  attitude  we 
have  assumed  and  hiiberto  persisted  in. 

But,  sir,  ihe  gentleman  intimates,  that  the  Gov- 
eroment  of  ihe  United  States  has  suspended  a 
rod  over  the  head  of  Greal  Britain,  and  asks, 
whether  an  American  would  nee-otiate  with  a 
rod  suspended  over  his  head  7  Let  me  ask  in 
turn,  sir,  if  the  gentleman's  proposition,  is  not 


lission ;  not  indeed,  while  the  rod  is  suspend- 
ed over  our  heads;  but  whilst  it  is  applied  with 
the  most  unrelenting  severity  to  our  hacks?  I 
was  really  hurt,  sir,  to  see  that  any  gentleman 
could  make  an  observation  which  would  bear  the 
distant  tint  of  an  upology  for  Great  Brilaia ; 
and  I  cannot  conceive  how  any  gentleman  can 
idle  it  to  himself, 'when  be  reflects  upon  the 
y  outrages  committed  by  Great  Britain  against 
the  United  States,  before  even  any  attempt  was 
made  lo  do  ourselves  justice — and  thai  these  out- 
rages were  increased,  in  proportion  lo  our  patience 
under  them. 

ThegentlemanfromMauachusetts(Mr.LLovii) 
expresses  his  fears  of  some  design  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  commerce.  He  tells  us,  our  commerce 
has  grown  to  an  enormous  size,  and  warns  us  that 
ii  is  not  to  be  trifled  with.  Tbe  gentlemBU  from 
Connecticut,  tiio,  tells  u>^,  [bat  tbe  avowed,  was 
noi  the  real  objeci,  of  tbe  embargo  laws;  and 
that  he  so  prophesied  at  the  lime  of  passing  [hem; 
that  their  real  object  was  to  encourage  manofac- 
:,  at  the  t^xpense  of  commerce.  This  charge 
sincerity  is  a  serious  one.  It  is  of  a  uaiure 
npuse  a  restraint  upon  tbe  feelings,  against 
making  the  merited  reply.  It  has  excited  my 
surprise  more  iban  anyibiog  I  ever  beard  fall 
from  that  gentleman ;  and  tbe  only  apology  I  can 
iind  for  il,  h,  that  he  unforiunatelv  prophesied  it. 
is  a  painful  effort  of  the  miua  lo  admit  our- 
Ives  false  propbels.  By  this  time,  it  is  impossi- 
ble but  the  gentleman  eiust  be  convinced  that 
''  '  was  a  false  prophecy.  He  reminds  meof  the 
lines  in  Hudibras: 


The  gentleman  must  be  convinced,  but  reiaini 
the  same  opinion.  Sir,  whether  ii  be  a  suspicion, 
or  a  jealousy,  or  whatever  delusion  the  genileman 
is  laboring  under,  I  peremptorily  dpoy  the  eiisl- 
ence  of  the  fact  he  has  insinuated.  How  has  it 
happened  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates 
has  become  so  epormous,  but  from  the  losleriag 
and  protecting  influence  of  the  FeJeral  Oovern- 
meni  7  What  act  of  hostility  asainst  commerce 
has  ever  been  shnwn  by  the  Government?  I 
challenge  the  gentleman  lo  name  one,  or  a  single 
act  from  the  Southern  members  unfavorable  to 
out  commercial  prosperity.  On  the  other  hand, 
have  we  not  always  concurred  in  the  stimuli 
given  to  commerce  by  discriminating  duties,  both 
un  tonnage  and  merchandise,  by  tbe  drawback 
system;  and  many  other  acts  not  material  nov 
to  mention?  Iihas  beenfrom  ihesecau5e$,added 
10  the  enterprises  of  our  people,  that  commerce 
has  arrived  to  such  a  pilch  of  prosperity.  They 
certainly  do  not  warrant  the  charge  brought 
against  ihe  Government. 

Bui  what  has  excited  my  soprise,  raore  thin 
anything  else,  respecting  this  suggestion  is,  thai 
the  delusion  upon  the  gentleman's  mini),  should 
be  90  strong  as  to  banish  his  recoUeciioD  of  the 
local  interests  of  [he  different  Staler  iu  ihe  Union. 
He  seero*  to  suppose  that  the  Southern  are  manu- 
facturing SlBEes.    This  is  not  the  fact.    Tbe  fact 
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it,  (hat  the  commercial  are,  also,  the  manufactur- 
iog  SiBter.  The  SouthcTd  Slates  are  Rgricul- 
loral  and  commercial,  not  manufacluring,  except 
le  ihe  household  way  ;  and  thai  is  doi  the  species 
of  toanDracturin^  that  has  excited  the  gentle- 
tMn'j  alami.  The  peculiar  organization  of  bo- 
cittf  in  Ihe  Somhera  Stales,  will,  for  a.  long  time, 
foiladW^e  eftablishmenls  of  domestic  manufac- 
mres.  This  is  the  kind  which  gives  the  eenlle- 
mammDcb  alarm  ;  and,  in  this  kind,  the  Soulh- 
tm  States  have  no  local  ioierests  whatever. 
Thy  li»Te,  however,  an  essential  interest  in  com- 
mtn«, ilihougb,  generally,  the  inerchaDts  carry- 
iofiion.may  doi  reside  within  them.  The  ag- 
TKillBrisis  know,  that  a  prosperous  cominerce  is 
esnliil  to  good  prices,  and,  therefore,  Ihey  have 
liwap  coniribtJted  lo  its  prutcction  and  pros- 
ftrin.  ia  this  slate  of  facts,  ihe  geatleniaii  may 
iai  a  perfect  seenrity  flgainil  his  ejlravngant, 
lad  Dofounded  jpalousies.  But  the  gentleman  is 
■lirmed,  because  he  has  discovered,  in  the  Presi- 
detii'j replies  to  sundry  addresses  froni  the  manu- 
&tturen,  expressions  of  satisfaction  at  their  pros- 
perity and  imprDrement  in  the  manufacturing 
lysleiD.  Bat  the  President  has  nowhere  ezptes- 
Kd  m  intimation,  or  a  wish,  that  this  improve- 
menl,  or  pronperiiy,  should  be  encouraged  and 
pronioied  at  the  expense  of  commerce.  And  if 
he  were  to  indulge  so  extraordinary  an  inclina- 
CJOD,  be  coald  not  expect  to  get  a  vote  south  of  the 
PoicHDBc,  in  faror  of  the  system.  Suppose  Ihe 
merchants  had  addressed  the  President,  in  the 
days  of  their  prosperity,  would  he  oot  have  eX' 
[>rei-ed  bis  satisfaction  at  the  circumstance?  And 
would  such  expression  have  been  jusi  ground,  or 
any  ground,  of  alarm  and  jealnusy  to  the  tiianu- 
raciuierl  Certainly  not,  sir.  Every  patriot  must 
rrjoiee  at  the  prosperity  of  each,  and  every  clas'j 
of  cilizeDs.  Indeed,  sir.  did  not  the  gentleman 
himielf,  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  with  a 
laudable  aaimaiion,  express  his  high  satisfaction 
Hlhe  doings  of  his  own  Legislature,  giving  en- 
naragement  to  Colonel  Humphries,  in  his  at- 
impU  at  iulrodueing  maoufaciures  ioto  the  Stale 
oE  Coanecticut  1  Proceedings  highly  honorable 
bxhto  the  legislature  and  Colonel  Humphries; 
ul which  1  have  also  seen  with  great  saiisfac- 
lioa.  Bni,  sir,  would  it  be  correct  to  infer  from 
ihn  dicamstance,  that  commerce  is  to  be  assailed 
and  piDHraied  1  Such  an  inference  would  be  as 
idle  and  absurd  in  this  case,  as  ii  is  in  relation  lo 
the  vie*!  of  the  Geueral  Government.  lodeed, 
tir,  I  eoBcar  perfectly  with  the  gentleman  in  the 
opJDiODS  he  has  expressed  upon  the  manufaclur- 
ios  system,  in  relation  to  Ihe  commercial.  1  hi 
aken  more  pains  i 
jealoosy  or  saspicii 

leg  the  pnbiic  sentiment,  in  lliis  respect,  it  wouiu, 
al  the  same  time,  dissipate  a  great  portion  of  the 
objeeiioDs  to  ibe  embargo  laws,  which  seem  lo 
me  at  this  time  to  he  imperiousljr  demanded,  by 
the  extraordinary  crisis  of^our  foreign  relatioos. 

I  am  now  approaching  a  part  of  this  suhjeci, 
Mr.  Presideai,  which  fills  me  with  regret,  t 
kaaw  its  delicacy,  sir,  aod  deeply  regret  the  ne- 
eessity  whicb  impels  tbe  examioatioa  of  it.    It 


repelling  this  extraordinary 
,  to  the  hope  ihal  in  correct- 


SEHi 

indered  indispensable,  perhaps,  by 
exterior  events;  but  certainly  by  observations 
made  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  allude,  sir, 
to  the  inexeculion  of  the  embargo  laws;  or, 
to  the  suggested  incapaciiy  of  the 
Oovernment  to  enforce  Iheir  observance.  The 
gentleman  from  Coonecticut  (iMr.  Hillbodsb) 
I,  directly,  thai  ihe  Government  has  not 
power  to  enforce  ihe  eiecotion  of  these  laws. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Llovd) 
:n  points  out  the  mode  of  resistance.  He  tells 
they  may  be  resisted,  first,  by  lown  raeeiings, 
then  by  petilians,  then  by  legisfaiive  resolutions, 
nd,  fioally,  by  insurrections  and  rebellion.  [Mr. 
iLovD  rose  to  eiplaio.  He  said,  "he  did  not  say 
that  ibis  would  he  the  course  of  events.  He  only 
staled  tiiem,  abstractly,  as  probable  results  from 
those  laws."]  The  gentleman  is  correct  in  hia 
taleroenl.  I  meant  to  be  understood,  as  eialing 
his  observations  in  that  wav.  It  cannot  escape 
>,  however,  Mr.  President,  ihat  this  ia 
the  practical  process  now  going  on  in  the  Stale 
[he  genllemao  has  the  honor  to  represent. 

It  is  submitted  to  the  patriolism  and  good  sense 
of  those  gentlemen  to  deierraine,  whether  men- 
liooing  these  circumstaoces,  even  in  that  way, 
may  not  have  some  tendency  lo  produce  effects, 
which  musi  be  so  much  deprecated  by  all ;  and 
permit  me  10  iiope,  fir,  by  none  more  than  by  those 
gentlemen.  And  whether,  sir,  they  are  not  cal' 
culaled  to  keep  up  ihe  delusions  in  foreign  na- 
lions,  which,  1  believe  in  God  to  be  the  principal 
causes  of  our  present  embarrassments.  These 
circumslances  were  the  less  to  be  expected  from 
genllemeo,  who,  a  few  years  ago,  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  exclusive  appellation  of  lovers  of 
order  and  good  Covernment,  whilst  their  politi- 
cal opponents  were  denounced  as  anarchists  and 
disorganizers,  and  not  even  possessing  virtue 
and  honesty  enough  to  be  trusted  with  the  public 
treasury-  This,  sir,  was  ao  imposingappellalion  ; 
and  as  long  as  lis  sincerity  was  confided  in,  it  pre- 
served these  gentlemen  in  the  dominion  of  ihe 
United  Slates.  It  was  hardly  lo  have  been  ex- 
pected thai  these  gentlemen  would  now  be  found 
the  first  to  sound  the  alarm  in  favor   of  nnarchr 

sir,  that  Ihe  Enslern  Slates,  which  were  the  first 
to  press  the  Conslituliou  upon  us,  and  which 
have  reaped  a  golden  harvest  from  its  operations, 
should  be  the  Srsi  to  wi'^h  to  absolve  lliemselves 
from  its  sacred  obligations. 

Bui,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  this  Government 
does  possess  power  sufficient  to  enforce  laws.  The 
real  characier  of  our  Government  seems  lo  be 
entirely  misunderstood  by  foreigners  and  oot  fully 
appreciated  by  some  of  our  own  citizens.  It  has 
all  the  strength  of  executioo,  with  the  most  des- 

Eolic  Governmeots  upon  earth.  It  is  aided,  loo, 
y  (he  knowledge  of  every  citizen,  that,  when  its 
will  is  pronounced,  it  is  the  fair  expression  of  ihe 
will  of  the  majority.  The  cheeksof  this  Govern- 
ment are  exclusively  upon  its  deliberations,  not 
upon  its  powers  of  execution.  So  far  from  it,  ihat 
ihe  Constitution  has  expressly  provided,  that  the 
QovernmenI  should  possess  all  means  necessary 
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and  proper  for  eireuling  its  specified  poirers. 
There  \t  no  limilalino,  whatever,  upon  themeHna 
for  execuliag  tbe  general  will,  vhea  fairlf  and 
deliberately  ptonouaced.  NothingcoulJ  be  more 
absurd  ibBt)  to  suppoa?,  ibac  after  so  maoycbeck' 
had  beeti  imposed  upon  deitberation  in  pronoun- 
cing the  public  will,  after  that  will  wa*  cbns  pro- 
DouDced.  that  any  meann,  whatever,  for  its 
cution  atiould  be  withheld. 

Again,  !ir,  the  fundamental  principle  ol 
Gorerniaent  is,  that  the  majority  sbnll  goi 
The  principle  is  known  and  retpeeted  by  erery 
citizen,  and  by  none  more  than  the  people  of  Mas- 
■Bchu^etts.  They  are  taught  to  rexpeci  it  from 
the  cradle  to  maniiood.  Firat  in  their  town  mept- 
iogs,  then  in  their  Legislature,  and,  finally,  in  the 
General  Government.  They  know  too  well  the 
fatal  coii<:equences  of  resisting  it.  I  have  perfect 
confidence,  therefore,  in  the  people  of  Massachi 
setts ;  aud,  if  their  electioneering  leaders  and  ps' 
lisans  should  unfortuoniely  stimulate  some  <: 
them  into  insurrection,  I  have  no  douht  but  that 
the  militia  of  that  State,  when  lawfully  called  on. 
will  obey  the  call,  and  will  do  their  dutv.  Such' 
a  movement  would  share  the  fate  of  all  similar 
attempts,  which  have  preceded  it;  and  its  only 
consequence  would  be,  that  its  auihors.  as  they 
would  be  the  firat  to  merit  the  fate,  fo  they  would 
become  the  firat  victims  of  it.  But,  sir,  I  have 
but  little  apprehenaions  from  these  threats  of  io- 
lurreclioa  and  rebellion,  for  other  reasons. 

The  peculiar  interests  of  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts forbid  the  attempt.  A  few  leaders  may. 
perhaps,  postpone  their  interests  to  their  love  of 
power;  hut  few,  however,  could  enjoy  the  power 
under  any  new  order  of  thin^a,  ana  the  people  at 
large  would  soon  see  that  their  irflereats  were  sac- 
lifieed  to  the  indulgence  of  this  infatuated  ambi- 
lion  of  the  few. 

Let  this  subject  Mr.Pre<iident,bea  little  further 
examined,  in  reference  to  the  local  interests  of  the 
Eastern  States,  as  members  of  this  Union.  Po- 
tomac may  be  considered  as  the  boundary  line 
between  the  commercial  and  agricultural  States. 
When  our  first  difficulties  with  the  beiligerenis 
occurred,  it  respected  merely  a  cummerciaf  right. 
What  was  the  conduct  of  the  merchants  and 
commercial  Slates.upon  thesubject?  You  hare 
heard,  sir,  their  memorials  read,  calling  upon  the 
Government,  in  a  voice  too  loud  to  be  suppressed, 
to  protect  them  in  their  coranicrcial  rijhts;  the 
call  was  obeyed.  As  I  think  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject ou^ht  to  he  well  understood,  I  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  to  read  theirowo  proceedings 
thereupon : 

"The  Senate renimed  the  considertlion  of  the  report 
of  the  committeo,  mode  on  the  6th  instant,  onlhit  part 
of  tha  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  tjtatei 
whirh  reUlfls  to  the  Tiotation  of  neutial  rights  and  tha 
iDpresiment  of  American  uunen. 

On  motion,  to  commit  the  lecanil  rcHlntian  rsport- 
cd,  it  paued  in  the  negitive. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  following  words  in  the 
second  reaolution  reported : 

■  Demand  and  insiat   upon   the   restoration  of  the 

Sropertj  of  their  citiiens,  captured  and  condemned  on 
le  pretext  of  iU  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the 


enemiea  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  ofpeaco; 
and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such  American  citizcna, 
for  tbeii  losses  aod  damagea  lUitatned  by  those  cap- 
tures and  condemnations,  snd  to' — 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yesa  13,  nays  16. 

The  ycaa  and  naya  having  been  required  by  ooe- 
fiflh  of  the  Senators  present,  those  who  voted  in  the 

Messrs.  Adair,  Baldwin,  Bradley,  GaiUard,  Howland, 
Logan,  Maclsy,  Moore,  PInraer,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Sumter,  Turner,  Worthington. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Measra.  Adams,  Anderson,  Bayard,  Oilman.  Hill- 
honse,  Kitchet,  Mitchill,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Hmith  of  Toudbs- 
see,  Thruston,  Tracy,  White,  Wright. 

And  several  amendments  to  the  ssid  second  resolu- 
tion having  been  adopted; 

Oa  malion,  to  agree  thereto  as  determined,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  S3,  nays  7. 

Theyesa  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one-Gflh 
of  the  Senatora  present,  those  nho  voted  in  the  affir- 

Meaara.  Adams,  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bayard,  Gail- 
lard,  Gilman,  Uillhonse,  Howland,  Kitchel,  Logan, 
Moelay,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ohio.  Smith  of  Tennes- 
see, Tracy,  Turner,  White,  Worthington,  Wright. 

Thota  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Adsir,  Bradley,  Flumer,  Smith  of  Vermont, 
Stone,  Sumter,  Thruaton. 

So  it  wai, 

Raohad,  That  the  Presidentorthe  United  States  be 
reijuested  to  demand  the  restoration  of  the  property  of 
their  ci^ieni,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pretoii 
of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  tho 
indemnification  of  such  American  citizens,  for  their 
losses  and  damagea  sustained  by  these  captures  and 
condemnations  ;  and  to  enter  into  lucb  arrangement* 

ith  the  British  Ooveinmcnt,  on  this  and  all  other 
differences  subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  (and 
particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen,)  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  in- 
tereata  of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their  esmsBt 
desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  citizens  bj 
amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which  they  era 
entitled." 

At  this  time  [he  question  iurolved  onlya  com- 
mercial right.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  mer- 
chants then?  They  came  forward  and  pledged 
their  livesandfortuoes  to  lupport  the  GovernmeDC 
in  any  measures  for  its  proieciion.  The  question 
is  now  changed.  To  the  original  question,  is  add- 
ed a  question  of  national  sovereignly  and  iode- 
'ence.  What  is  now  the  cnnduct  of  these  same 
.  ihants?  They  lell  you,  hir,  to  tread  back  your 
steps, give  uplhecontcjt,  and  disgrace  your  coun- 
try. These  merchants,  too,  threaten  you  with 
insurrection  and  rebellion,  unless  you  yield  im- 
plicit obedience  to  their  mandalcs. 

Again, sir,I  have  little  apprehension  from  these 
threats, for  the  following  reasons;  First,  many  of 
ndividuals  engaged  in  these  excitements,  I 
old,  are  genLlen[ien  of  properly  and  familirs. 
They  are,  therefore,  now  in  the  enjoymeaiof  er- 
ery  political  and  domestic  blessing — their  infatu- 
ated passions  to  the  ooatrary  not  withstand  log.    t 
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tbinkpenoaiof  this  jpseripiion  will  pause  before 
tfaff  bazmrd  ail  ihese  bl^ssines;  Hud  a  momeni's 
irapanul  refleciion  will  be  sufficient  to  check  their 
earerr.  Id  the  next  place,  there  are  many  local 
■dfiBt«e«s  accruing  to  the  people  of  the  KasierD 
Bule  from  the  operatioos  of  ihe  OenerBl  Got- 
eramraL  Tliejr  consist  principally  of  the  follonr- 
ing, illbongh  tbere  areothprs: 

I.  Tie  protection  afforded  to  their  carrying 
tnie  bydiscriminaiirtg  duties,  both  on  toooage 
■dJ  acnhandiH ; 

1.  Preteciion  and  facility  aO'orded  to  the  coast- 
inftndt; 

1  Protection  to  their  fisheries  by  duties  oo  fot- 
dpbb; 

1  Afordiag  a  good  market  for  their  surplus 
■HiActiires  and  other  arlielei ; 

i  PaytneDt  of  the  public  debt  at  par,  which 
vnbiMighc  op  at  Tery  low  rales; 

6.  At  a  result  from  all  these  advantages,  the 
mtrtiion  of  their  popalatioD  on  the  seaboard,  by 
Imeain^  the  inducenients  to  emigration. 

Permii  me,  sir,  to  remind  ihe  (centleman  from 
Masacbnielts  (Mr.  Llotd)  that  these  ad  vantages 
are  not  to  be  triSed  with. 

Bai.uT,  I  have  heard  it  intimated  that  ihese 
advantagn  cnald  be  compensated  byaconnezion 
with  Qieai  Britain.  Indulge  me,  sir,  with  an 
eiaminatioD  of  this  idea.  A  connexion  between 
New  England  and  Old  England  could  only  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  latter.  They  are  essentially 
rivals  in  every  occupation.  First,  in  navi^lion ; 
MMad.is  exports.  The  exports  of  New  England 
are  ^ncipally  fish  and  beef.  Itwonld  be  a  great 
object  with  Old  England  utterly  to  destroy  the 
Mew  England  fish  market  ;  and  the  Irish  beef 
woald  come  into  an  advantageous  competilion 
witb  Ifae  export  of  that  arlicle. 

Tbese  are  permanent  points  of  competition, 
aoallerably  fixed  in  the  nature  of  things.  They 
caaaot  be  altered  nor  destroyed  by  any  sudden 
tballitiona  of  passion,  nor  by  any  connexion  re- 
nliing  IhereTroin. 

Afiin,  sir,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a 
cnBexioDapon  Ihe  rest  of  (he  United  SlaletT  In 
tkatnae.  the  discriminating  duties  now  in  favor 
(i(ilM!IewEngIand  Stales  would  be  lurnedaeainst 
■k(s.t>d  would  iH'obably  be  eiven  to  the  Middle 
Saia,Md  thus  New  England  would  be  effeciu- 
aKyMcbded  from  carrying  the  bulky  and  heavy 
^nWsetioDs  of  the  Boaihern.  Stales.  Discrimi- 
■aa'aa  ni^fat  even  be  made  in  favor  of  Briiish 
Aij*.  It  IS  a  matter  of  no  eonaequenee  to  the 
•^icultartsl  whether  bis  produce  is  carried  to 
warket  in  a  New  England  or  Old  England  ship. 
The  only  interest  be  has  in  the  transaction  ix  the 
price  of  his  produce;  and  that  could  always  be 
driven  10  its  highest  point  by  the  competition  of 
Brimh  loDDageand  Briiish  capital  alone,  without 
taking  into  the  esticnate  the  tonnage  and  cnpilal 
of  Ihe  Middle  Slates.  The  people  of  the  South- 
em  Stain  are  perfectly  sensible  of  the  local  ad- 
vaala^  their  Eastern  brethren  enjoy  from  the 
operation  of  (he  General  Government.  BuL  they 
eavy  them  not — they  revel  in  theirprosperily;  and 
ibe  SMtberQ  people  are  pleastil  with  the  reccJlec- 


lion  that  they  contribute  to  their  prosperity.  They 
find,  in  return,  their  compensation  in  the  general 
safety  and  jpiotection.  I  do  not  mean  saftity  and 
protection  from  any  internal  movements.  Upon 
that  point,  I  would  acrve  with  our  Eastern  breth- 
ren upon  a  reciprocal  absolution  from  all  obliga- 
tion. I  mean  safety  and  protection  against  foreign 
aggression.  Under  this  plain  and  obvious  view  of 
tliis  part  of  the  subject,  Mr.  President,  I  should  be 
disposed  to  thiok  that  our  Eastern  brethren  would 
be  the  last  lo  desire  to  absolve  themselves  from 
the  sacred  obligations  of  the  Constitution. 

In  the  Southern  Slates,  we  feel  no  reseotnieata 
nor  jealousies  against  our  Eastern  friends.  There 
are  no  inducements  with  as  to  foster  and  encour- 
age such  unpleasant  and  mischievous  feelings. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Llotd) 
has  ventured  (ointerposean  opinion  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  respecting  the  character  of  the 
quarrel  between  ihem.  He  has  ventured  to  say, 
sir,  that  France  is  fighting  for  lawless  dDmioatJou, 
whilst  Great  Britain  is  fighting  for  her  natale  «>• 
htm — for  her  national  existence.  Sir,  in  my  opin- 
ion, it  must  be  inauspicious  to  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  when  their  rulers  not 
only  feel,  but  express  sympathies  in  favor  of  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers;  andsurely,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman must  feel  oo  small  sympathy  for  one  of 
the  belligerents,  if  he  believes  the  character  of  the 
quarrel  to  be  such  as  he  has  described  it. 

In  my  judgment,  sir,  the  United  States  hare 
nothing  to  do  with  the  character  of  ibe  quarrel  of 
the  belligerents:  but  I  differ  entirely  with  the  gen- 
tleman on  this  point.  1  believe  the  character  of 
the  quarrel  is  precisely  the  same  on  both  sides — 
theyarebothfightiDgfortawlessdominaliDD;  and  I 
believe  that  Great  Britain  has  full  as  much  chance 
of  conquering  France,  as  France  has  of  con'^uer- 
iog  Great  Britain.  The  only  difference  between 
them  consists  in  the  difference  in  the  objects  of 
their  lawless  domination.  Prance  claims  domin- 
ion on  the  land,  Great  Briuin  oo  the  water;  they 
are  both  equally  hostile  to  us. 

The  difference  to  us  consists  only  in  the  differ- 
ent degrees  of  force  they  can  bring  to  beat  upon 
us — in  this  respect  Great  Britain  does  us  most 
injury.  We  are.  thank  God,  remote  from  iba 
influence  of  French  power — but  the  power  of 
Great  Britati}  extends  to  our  shores.  France, 
when  she  can,  seizes  and  burns  our  vessels — Great 
Britain  having  more  power  on  the  ocean,  seizes, 
and  confiscates  them.  The  only  limit  of  their 
hostility  is  the  limit  of  ibeir  power.  Both  are 
equally  the  objectsof  our  just  resistanceand  pun- 
ishment if  we  possess  the  power. 

I  rejoice  that  I  have  heard  no  apologist  for 
France  on  this  floor,  nor  anywhere  else.  I  feel, 
sir.  B  condescension  in  i o trod ucioK)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  denying,  the  idle  and  ridiculous  tale  of 
French  influence,  which  has  so  disrespectfully 
and  disgracefully  to  our  country,  been  circulated 
by  newspapers.  Sir,  ihisidleond  ridiculous  tale 
of  French  influence,  I  have  strong  reasons  to  be- 
lieve, was  originally  suggested  by  British  influ- 
ence. The  tale  was  probably  invented  by  the 
British  Cabinet  about  Ihe  same  time  of  the  inrea- 
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tion  of  tbe  lale  tespeclins  ihe  secret  Brlicle  of  the 
Treat;  of  Tilsit,  that  theUaneshid  agreed  logive 
UP  their  Reet  to  the  French  Emperor  !□  facililale 
hU  invasion  of  Great  Britain.  This  lale  I  believe 
Lord  Hutchinson  has  ^inee  pronounced,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  to  be  a  Talsehoud.  About  the 
lame  period  this  lame  energetic  British  Cabinet 
probably  deiertniiteti  upon  the  destruction  of 
American  commerce,  although  the  Orders  for 
that  purpose  were  not  actually  issued  for  several 
nlonl lis  afterwards.  Some  tale  was  thought  ne- 
cessary for  the  justification  of  the  act,  and  the 
suggestion  of  French  influence  operating  upon 
our  councils  wai  probably  the  one  suggested. 

I  have  heard  il  said,  and  believe  it  to  be  true, 
that  the  Qovernor  of  Nova  Scotia  made  ibe  sug- 
gestion, in  a  leller  addressed  lo  certain  British 
partisans  iti  Boston.  It  is  hardly  lo  be  presumed, 
that  he  would  have  taken  upon  himself  the  re- 
■nonsibiliiy  of  such  a  suggestion,  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  Cabinet.  1  am  inclined  lo  think 
that  this  fact  could  be  proved  in  a  court  of  Jus' 
lice.  Perhaps  there  may  be  gentlemen  herefrom 
Boston,  who  could  give  us  more  particular  infor- 
matioQ  upon  this  subject.  I  feel,  sir,  a  eonde- 
flcen^ion  in  touching  upon  this  subject.  I  wish 
to  see  all  extraneous  influence  utterly  banished 
from  the  country,  nod  the  only  operating  ioflu- 


I  have  now,  sir,  gone  through  this  unpleasant, 
and,  I  (ear,  unprofitable  discussion,  respecting  the 
character  of  measures  heretofore  adopied  by  the 
Government;  the  only  hope  I  have  from  it  is, 
(bat  it  may  put  us  into  a  better  temper  for  delib- 
erating on  the  measures  now  proper  to  be  adopt- 
ed. Let  me  then,  Mr.  President,  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  to  the  situation  of  the  United 


Stat 


t  this 


The  United  Slates  are  now  left  alone  lo  pro- 
tect neutral  principles  against  the  belligerent  eo- 
eroachments  of  a  warring  world.  In  all  former 
wars,  the  belligerent  encroachments  have  been 
proportioned  lo  the  influence  of  the  Powers  at 
war,  compared  to  the  influence  of  those  remain- 
ing at  peace;  but  I  believe  history  presents  no 
example  of  the  warring  Powers  at  any  farmer 
time  putting  at  defiance  all  neutral  rights,  all  pub- 
lic law  It  remained  for  the  present  times  to 
witness  this  unexampled  aggression;  and  it  re- 
mained far  the  United  States  alone  to  bear  the 
shock.  This  state  of  things  imposes  on  them  a 
great,  a  sacred  obligation;  the  obligation  of 
protecting  neutral  principles — principles  which 
lessen  the  inducements  lo  war,  and  mitigate  its 
rigor — principles  highly  interesting  to  mankind; 
not  only  to  the  present,  but  lo  future  ^eneralions, 
and.  in  a  peculiar  manner,  lo  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates.  This  arises  from  thetr  remote 
situation  from  ihe  great  contending  nations  of 
Europe.  Hitherto,  sir,  the  talents  displayed  in 
defining,  and  the  magnanimity  in  protecting  these 
principTes,  have  Dblaincd  for  the  United  Stales 
the  respect  and  sympathy  pf  an  astonished  world. 
And  shall  we,  sir,  at  the  moment  of  exiraordi- 
nary  pressure,  basely  abandon  them  without  sink- 
ing a  blow  1  Purbia  it  interest  I  Forbid  it  honor ! 


Forbid  it  American  gnllanlry!  But,  bir,  some 
gentleman  seem  sufficiently  impressed  with  the 
hostile  character  of  the  belligerent  aggressions. 
With  respect  to  those  of  France,  there  is  but 
one  opinion.  They  amount  lo  ttosiility  itself. 
But,  sir,  to  my  astonishment,  the  acts  of  Great 
Britain  seem  not  to  have  made  the  same  strong 
impression  on  ihe  minds  of  jiomegenilemen.  Let 
me  then  inquire,  sir,  into  ihe  real  charater  of  acts, 
which  can  by  some  gentlemen  be  palliated  or 
excused  1  They  are  acis  amounting  to  coloniza- 
tion and  taxation;  to  the  exercise  of  the  na- 
tional sovereignty  of  the  United  States.  Great 
Britain  has  even  gone  so  far,  as  to  exercise  an  act 
□f  sovereignty  over  the  penple  of  the  United 
States,  which  they  would  not  intrust  to  Con~ 
gress,  but  retained  to  themselves  in  tbeir  highest 
sovereign  capacity. 

The  Britisn  Orders  of  Council,  now  sanctioned 
by  an  act  of  Parliament,  direct  all  vessels  laden 
with  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  destined  to 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain, 
to  call  at  a  British  port,  and  then  lo  pay  an  enor- 
mous transit  duty,  and  accept  a  license  for  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  voyage ;  and  upon  re- 
fusal, they  are  forced  to  do  so  by  British  armed 
ships.  This  is  literally  and  precisely  the  inlro- 
duction  of  the  old  and  long  established  colonial 
principle,  of  coercing  all  the  commerce  of  the 
colony  to  the  ports  of  the  mother  country,  there 
to  pay  a  transit  duty  for  their  protection  by  the 
mother  country.  In  the  Colonial  slate,  the  man- 
date of  the  mother  country  was  sufficient  to  ef- 
fect this  object.  Now  the  same  object  is  effect- 
ed by  an  armed  force.  This  isihe  only  real  differ' 
ence  in  the  two  cases.  But,  sir,  this  is  noi  all ; 
Great  Britain  has  attempted,  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, lo  exercise  an  act  of  sovereignty  over  the 
United  States,  solemnly  given  by  the  people  lo 
their  Congress.  Among  the  powers  given  to 
Congress,!  find  these  words:  '' Congress  shall 
have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreiga 
nations,"  dec.  Niiw,  sir,  permit  me  to  read  an 
aclof  Parliament,  and  *ee  whether  il  does  not  only 
impose  a  tax  upon  American  productions,  but 
also  exercises  ibis  act  of  national  sovereignty  del- 
egated by  ihe  people  to  Congress: 

■'And  wharcuitiseipedieaC  ind  necessary,  in  order 
eflecluall;  to  accomplish  the  object  of  such  order*,  that 
duties  of  custom!  ihaDlJ  be  granted  upon  certain  good* 
oiportedfrom  Great  Britain  ;  ne,jour  Msjeitj's  moat 
dutiful  and  loyal  ■ulijecu,  lbs  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  Parliament  asaembled,  do  mo*t  humblj 
beseech  your  Majesty  that  it  ma;  be  enacted;  and 
be  it  enacted  bj  the  King's  Most  Excellent  MajsHtj, 
bjr  and  nith  the  advice  and  conaont  of  the  Lords  Bpir- 
itual  &nd  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present 
Parliament  aiiembled,  and  hj  the  authority  of  the 
same,  that,  from  ami  af^r  the  passing  of  this  act,  there 
■hall  be  raised,  leried,  collected,  and  paid  unto  His  Ma- 
jesty, hi*  heirs  and  luccesiars,  upon  all  good*,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  enumerated  or  deacribeJ  in  the  ta- 
bles, A.  B.  and  C,  annexed  to  this  act,  eiporled 
bam  Great  Britain,  the  several  duties  and  cuatomi,  ns 
the  lame  aro  reipectively  described  and  set  forth  in  fig- 
ure* in  latd  table*." 

In  those  tables,  muked  A.  B.  C,  are  to  be  found 
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podoetions  of  the  Unitecl  Stalen.  It  h«s  bepn  said, 
flat  Gnat  Britain  mity  lay  bd  export  duly  upon 
goixls  wiihia  bet  pons.  That  is  readily  admii- 
inl— f(  being  a  mere  municipal  regulation.  But 
Gmt  BrilaiD  has  no  rig-ht  to  compel  our  ships  to 
eirry  oar  produciions  into  her  porta,  for  ihe  pur- 
pOK  of  imposing  duties  ibereoo ;  and  this  is 
iht  let  regulating    our   commerce,   of  which  I 

A|aiD,  sir.  Great  Britain  has  attempted  hy  this 
attciParlianieat  to  lay  an  export  duty  upon  the 
pKHhcuoDS  of  the  United  Slates,  a  power  not 
nil  inlrnsted  to  the  liJscrelioD  of  Congress.  I 
Sij  ig  the  Consiiiuliou,  these  words:  "no  tax 
K  illy  shall  be  laij  on  articles  exported  from 
UT  State."  Here  then  ik  an  express  prohibilioD 
to  CM|ms  againat  laying  a  duty  on  any  atlicles 
(ipoited  froin  any  Slate  ;  yet  Great  Britain  has 
lilenipled,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  lay  an  ex- 
port dniy  on  cotton  exjioited  from  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — an  authority  which  can  only  be  ei- 
CTCued  by  the  people  in  their  highest  sovereign 
capacity.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  Mr.  Canning  offered 
to  commote  this  duty  into  an  entire  prohibition 
of  the  article,  as  aa  export  from  Great  Britain. 
Tf.,  .:. -nly  adding  insult  lo  injury,  — ■* 


This,! 


iliQwed  that  Mr.  Canning  possessed  very  litlli 
knowledge  of  human  character,  if  he  expected  to 
luolbetbefeeliDg^  by  insulting  the  understanding. 
I  regret  that  so  much  respect  was  shown  to 
ibis  proposition,  as  to  forward  it  to  our  Govern- 
mcat.  It  would  hare  been  more  agreeable  to 
nie,  if  the  Araerican  Minister  had  tntown  the 
inoposition  battle  upon  Mr.  Canning. 

It  is  true.  Mr.  President,  that  the  export  duty 
is  Id  be  collected  in  London,  and  not  iu  Charles- 
ton. But,  air,  it  is  not  the  better  in  principle  on 
that  account;  and  it  is  worse  in  practice-  A 
vestel  niling  from  Chatlesion,  is  to  be  lorced  into 
Loodoo,  for  ihe  purpose  of  paying  this  tribute — 
better  would  it  be  to  collect  it  in  Cbarlesion ; 
bcnwe  the  circuity  of  Ihe  voyage  would  be  saved, 
•■d  many  other  vexations  and  expenses  avoided 
which  are  now  incurred  by  being  forced  into 
Lmdoa,  to  make  the  payment.  And  If  ijiis  mea- 
ntEwere  to  be  submitted  to,  I  should  not  be  at 
lUsarpHsed  to  see  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty,  in 
the  ifuit  of  a  mitigated  retaliation,  send  out  his 
eoHecun  to  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates  for 
liw  attommodaiion  of  our  merchants.  In  that 
ease.  J  presume,  we  should  alt  admit  it  10  be  n 
dntj  imposed  upon  an  article  exported  from  a 
jHtticuLar  Slate.  Are  we,  sir,  not  only  basply 
loiorreoder  to  Great  Britain  out  rights,  intrusted 
la  m  by  the  people,  but  treacherously  lo  them  to 
nrrender  rights  reserved  to  ihemscives  in  their 
hi^esi  sovereign  capacity  1  And  in  a  case  like 
this,  sir,  can  it  be  necessary  lo  resort  lo  argument, 
e  the  indignant  feelings  of  the  American 


world  would  despise  us;  and  what  is  ioGn' 
iiely  worse,  we  should  be  compelled  lo  despise 
ourselves!  If  we  resist,  we  shall  command  iha 
respect  of  our  enemies,  the  sympathies  of  the 
world,  and  the  noble  approbation  of  our  own 

Mr.  President,  our  fate  is  in  our  own  hands ;  let 
us  have  union  and  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  So 
highly  do  I  prize  union,  at  this  awful  moment, 
that  I  would  prefer  anyone  measure  of  resistance 
with  union,to  any  other  measure  of  resistance  with 
division;  let  us  i^en,  sir,  banish  nil  personal  feel- 
ings; let  us  present  to  our  enemies,  the  formida- 
ble front  of  an  indissoluble  band  of  btothera, 
nothing  eliie  is  necessary  to  our  succeess.  Mr. 
Preatctenl,  unequal  as  this  contest  may  seem; 
favored  as  we  are  by  our  situation,  and  under 
the  blessing  of  a  beneBeent  Providence,  who  has 
never  lost  sight  of  the  United  States  in  times  of 
difficulty  and  trial,  1  have  the  raoal  peifect  con- 
Gdence,  ihnlirwe  prove  true  to  ourselves, we  shall 
triumph  over  our  enemies.  Deeply  impressed 
with  these  considerations,  1  am  prepared  to  give 
■he  resolution,  a  flat  and  decided  negative.* 


■"S'l 


.  President,  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  noi 
turaedupou  us;  if  we  submit  to  these  indignl 
ties  and  aggressions,  Great  Britain  herself  woul 
despiw  Ds;  she  would  consider  us  an  outcai 
among  nations  j  she  woald  not  owd  us  for  her 
t^pnag:     Fraoce  would  despise  as;  all  the 


*  It  wm  intended  in  the  course  of  the  foregoing'  ob- 
aervBtions,  to  show,  that  the  British  Board  of  Trada 
had,  at  length,  undertaken  to  legiilatB  our  commerco 
with  foreign  oationB,  oven  nhen  it  did  not  pais  tlirough 
British  potti.  The  paper  intended  to  be  DfTered  as  evi- 
dence of  this  fact,  waa  then  mislaid.  It  is  now  aub- 
ioined  for  that  purpose. 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Coundl  for  Trada 

Foreign  Flantilions  having  anthorizeil  us  to  maka 

public  the  faUoning  answers  to  certain  qneetioni  pro- 

poaed  by  ua  lo  their  liordshipa,  we  publish  them  for  th« 

information  of  all  nhom  they  concern. 

"  THOS.  BARING, 
"A.  GLENNIE. 
"THOS.  MULLETT. 

"Lo-TDoif,  IGth  Av^atl,  1808. 

'<  Qutttion  I.  His  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  ofth* 
4th  of  July,  1808,  having  ordered  that  all  hostilities 
against  Spain  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  shall  immedi- 
alelj  cesse,  and  that  the  blockade  of  all  the  porta  of 
Spain,  except  such  as  may  be  still  in  poasession  or  un- 
der control  of  France,  shsil  be  forthwith  raised — 

"  Can  an  American  vessel  proceed  from  a  port  in  tha 
United  Stales  of  America,  with  a  cargo,  the  produce  of 
the  United  Blatos,  or  colonial  produce,  direct  to  any 
port  of  Spun  or  Portagat,  not  being  in  the  posseanon 
of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  and  return  back  to  a 
port  in  the  United  States  direct,  with  a  cargo  th« 
growth  or  produce  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  without  being 
liable  to  capture  and  condemnation,  under  the  Orders  of 
Council  of  the  11th  and  S5th  of  November,  1807,  and 
the  several  acts  of  Parliament  passed  to  carry  them  into 
effect  1 

"Aniioer.  American  veggela  may  proceed  from  a  port 
in  tho  United  Slatea  of  America  with  a  cargo,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  United  Stales,  or  colonial  ^Toiace,  proinded 
tuch  produce  be  not  the  produce  of  the  enemy's  colo- 
nies, direct  to  any  port  of  Spain  or  Portugal ;  snch  port 
not  being  in  the  poaeessian  or  under  the  control  of  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  and  return  Vack  to  a  port  in 
Ihe  United  8ute>  direct,  wilh  a  cargo  the  growth  or 
produce  of  Spain,  or  Portugal. 

"  QitetlMn  3.  Can  an  American  vssael,  having  en- 
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Fridat,  November  25. 

John  Milledcc,  from  the  Slaie  of  Georgia, 
tcDded. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  eoDveyance  by  mi 
free  of  postage,  of  all  public  documenia,  lo 
from  members  of  Coogress,  was  read  tiiL'  tbird 
lime;  sad  un  the  quealioo,  Shall  Eiie  bill  pas 

Mr.  Andebson  ubserved  that  ttie  committi 
the  Seoale  lo  whom  Ibe  Ijill  from  the  House  of  Rcp- 
resematives  had  been  committed,  bad  reported 
the  bill  withoui araeodmeat,  b.cause  tbey  thought 
the  principle  objectionable.  The  commiilee  had 
conceived  that  uoder  this  law  any  package,  book, 
bundle  of  paper,  or  aaylhiog  eUe  mijiht  be  fraak- 
ed.  They  had  also  understood  from  the  Depart- 
ment, that  the  contractors  for  carrying  ihe  mail 
already  complained  of  its  great  bulk,  proceeding 
from  the  quantity  of  the  documents  and  commu 
cations  sent  from  Congress;  and  thai  were  ihi 
present  regulation  to  be  adopted,  great  part  of  ihi 
mail  must  often  be  omitted,  by  which  tetters  or 
comrauoicaEions  requiring  expedition  and  safe 
carriage  might  be  mislaid  or  lost.  These  disad- 
rantages  the  committee  had  conceived  to  be  loo 
great  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the  advantages  lo 
De  derived  from  a  saving  to  the  United  Slates,  of 
the  sum  allowed  lo  the  Postmaster  here  on  free 
packets,  which  be  understood  bad  been  the  chief 
lesson  for  the  introduction  of  the  law.  He  wish- 
ed, therefore,  that  the  bill  might  he  negatived. 

And  on  the  question  on  its  passage,  but  three 
members  rose  in  favor  of  it. 

LEGISLATIVE  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Mr.  PicCBBiNO  laid  before  the  Senate  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, instructing  their  Senators  and  requesting 
tbeir  Representatives  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
have  the  embargo  laws  repealed. 

The  House  agreed  that  it  should  be  read. 

The  Clerk  was  proceeding  to  read  the  instruc- 


tion! 


Mr.  ANnEHSON  objected  to  it,  as  he  found  it 
was  the  report  of  a  commiilee  which  the  gentle- 
man had  presented,  and  which  be  did  not  wish 
to  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  PiCKGRiNo  observed,  that  it  was  not  merely 
the  report  of  a  coTumittee,  bul  the  act  of  the  Le- 
gislaiure,  both  Houses  having  concurred  in  it. 

Mr.  AHDERaoN  said  he  objected  to  its  bein? 
lead  in  any  point  of  view,  because  it  was  a  novel 
thing  in  lesislalion  that  instruclions  given  by  a 
State  lo  its  Represen  la  lives  should  be  tnteried  on 


twed  a  port  in  Spain,  previous  to  the  commsacement 
of  bostilitiea  by  the  patrioti,  agaiuit  theenemy,  proceed 
from  BUcb  part  with  a  ctrgo,  the  growth  and  produce 
of  Spain,  direct  lo  a  port  in  the  United  Statw,  witbont 
bung  liable  lo  ■  ■aiiurc  and  cODdemnition  ■■  above  1 

"Aniwa;  An  American  venel  having  intered  a  port 
in  Spain,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  hoatilitiii 
by  the  pauiota,  againit  the  enemy,  may  proceed  firom 
aoeh  port  with  a  cargo,  the  growth  and  produce  of 
Spain,  direct  lo  a  port  in  the  United  Slatea,  without 
being  liable  to  seizare  and  condemnation  ai  b1»ts, 
unku  tht  vatel  enlertd  in  breach  of  Ikt  Ordwt  in 
CvuneiL" 


the  journals  of  the  Senate.     He,  therefore 
a  recooside ration  of  the  motion  for  ri 

Messrs.  Hillbouse,  White,  Piceerino,  and 
Llotu,  opposed  Mr.  AnnEHaoN's  motion,  con- 
tending that  this  was  the  mode  in  which  the 
Legislature  of  Massachuseiis  bad  thought  fit  to 
express  its  senliments  of  the  measures  of  the 
General  (Jovernment;  that  so  much  respect  was 
always  given  to  ihe  memorial  of  an  individual,  as 
tosuner  it  to  be  read,  and  At  least  as  much  respect 
should  he  shown  to  the  act  of  a  Slate  Legislature. 

Messrs.  Anderson  and  S.  Smith  advocated 
the  motion  for  reconsideiatioUj  coniending  that 
it  was  in  nothing  like  a  memorial  from  the  State 
of  Mas^achnsetls,  for  whom  they  professed  a 
great  respect;  that  in  no  former  instance  had 
ziimilar  inbtructions  been  read  by  the  Cierk  of  the 
House,  except  in  the  case  of  amendments  lo  the 
Coniiituiion,  in  respect  lo  which  every  Slate  had 
a  Consiiiulional  right  to  interfere.     Mr.  Shitb 

Earlicularl^  stated  an  instance  in  which  he  had 
een  prevented  from  presenting  to  the  House  reso- 
lutions of  ibe  Legislature  of  Maryland  instructing 
him  to  oppose  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
Potomac;  which,  however,  he  had  read  in  his 
place,  as  a  part  of  the  debate,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachuketla  were  certainly  at 
liberty  to  do. 

Mr.  HiLLBODSE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi 
on  (he  question  of  recnnsideiation. 

Mr.  GiLBB  taking  his  seal  about  this  lime  re- 
quested, as  he  had  not  heard  the  discussion,  thai 
ihe  farther  consideration  of  ihe  subject  should  be 
postponed  till  Monday  next. — Agreed  to. 

Toe  document  is  as  follows: 
Commomaealih  of  Miumehusdii. 

Ik  THi  HoDBi  ur  RaFiuiiiTiiiTaR, 

November  16.  1606. 
The  cominittee  appointed  lo  consider  "  whether  tt 
will  be  eipedient  lor  this  Legislature  to  adopt  any 
meaanrci  with  a  view  to  procure  a  repeaJ  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  interdicting  lo  the  citiiena  all  foreign 
commerce,  and  impoiing  veiatious  embarramoents  on 
the  coasting  trade ;  to  relieve  the  people  of  thia  Com- 
monwealtb  from  their  diatreamd  atele,  and  lo  arrul  the 
pragieaa  of  that  rain  which  threatens  to  invtrive  all 
claaaea  of  the  communLtj,"  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  committee  perceive,  with  the  moat  aerioili 
regret,  that  the  diatreaaei  occasioned  by  the  aeveral 
laws  impoaing  an  embargo,  have  borno  with  eilrenie 
and  increasing  pressure  upon  the  people,  and  every 
day's  experience  Juatifiea  a  belief  that  a  continuance  of 
these  laws  must  soon  become  intolerable.    As  meaantei 
of  coercion  they  are  now  acknowledged  to  be  altogether 
impDlent.    Thej  aObrd  satiafaction  to  Prance,  and  are 
regarded  as  ineffectual  demon strationa  of  a  hoitile  dia- 
lition  by  Great  Britain.    Upon  our  own  country, 
jr  effecta  are  becoming  daily  and  palpably  more  in- 
,    tone.    The  produce  of  our  agriculture,  of  onr  for- 
ests, and  of  our  fisheries,  is  excluded,  altogether,  from 
'ery  foreign  market;  our  merchants  and  medianics 
e  deprived  of  employment ;  our  coasting  trade  is  in- 
rrapted,  and  harassed  by  grievous  embarrassments,     < 
id  our  foreign  trade  ia  becoming  diverted  into  chaD- 
nela,  from  which  there  isnoproapoctof  itsretam.   'like 
■ourcea  of  onr  revenue  are  dried  up,  and  Government 
soon  resort  to  diract  taialion.     Our  sailors  an 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


.VOTEMBBR,   1808. 


hutruelion*  of  Ike  Mataaehutetu  Legiilature. 


Sbhati!. 


farcrd  to  eipmtriate  themselve?.  Strong  tempMlians 
in  lAnled  to  eyilcmatical  evastona  or  the  ]av>i,vihich 
laid  (a  eoimpt  the  ipirit  of  honorable  conimBTCO, 
udvill  DUtBHiUy  injura  the  paUic  monila.  In  fact, 
ihe  enl*  which  are  menaced,  by  ths  continuBnce 
ef  ifcu  policr,  ar«  ao  enormona  and  deplorable  ;  the 
fupuwoD  of  commerce  is  so  contrat;  to  the  habits  of 
oui  pntit*,  and  *a  repugnsnt  to  tbeir  feeliDgs  and  Ln- 
tei«fa,lhat  the;  maet  soon  becoqie  intolerable,  and  en- 
daagu  onr  domeatic  peace,  and  the  union  of  Ihe^o 
Sula.  As  the  embargo  lani  have  been  the  cause  of 
dir^atilic  distress,  jour  mromittee  arc  of  opinion  that 
no  (^ul,  permaneat,  or  effectual  relief  can  be  afforded 
to  itie  dttuas  of  thia  Commonwealth,  but  by  the  repeal 
«f  Ane  kn^  They  persuade  themaelvea  thattfae  Con- 
pia«flfae  United  States  mnet  be  fully  impressed  with 
iKMcafthetotalinefliciencTOftbeielntTsfoTiiny  vala- 
iSfrfmpoac,  and  of  their  direct  tendency  to  (he  most  le- 
DCH  conseqaencea.  Your  committee,  therefore,  liust 
IkatConsma  will  not  &it  torepeal  them.  Inthiscon- 
Unwe,  thcTcfbre,  your  committee  m  of  opinion  that, 
npn  Ihii  rabject,  the  Le^slaturs  should,  in  its  present 
•«BD,  confine  itsalf  to  a  repeated  disapprobation  of 
IbelawsiDteTdicdng  fbraign  commerce,  and  to  irutruct- 
iag  oar  Senators,  and  requesting  our  RepresenlatiTcsin 
CoagTcta,  to  nae  their  utmost  eiertioTis  to  procure  tbsir 

Yoni  e^mittea  tnight,  probably,  baTs  contentad 
OwoadTca  with  the  preceding  remarks,  had  not  the 
hu  Uessage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ei- 
dled  the  most  serinns  alsnnj  nbich,  in  the  present 
oitiral  state  oT  tbe  conntry,  they  conceive  it  a  duty  to 
(Ipnss.  They  perceive,  with  the  most  painful  regret. 
duL  in  Ibe  eatimation  of  the  President,  our  country  is 
noK  presented  with  the  only  altemalive  of  a  continued 
t!Bbugo,or  a  minouawai;  but  they  cannot  hesitate 
ts  eipteas  tbeir  confident  belief  (hat  the  wisdom  of  the 
Gonniment  may  yet  find  means  to  avoid  the  necessity 
oftlectilig  betiTcen  these  grost  public  catamilies.  If, 
however,  this  severe  necessity  aiists  in  regard  to  Great 
BHtain,  they  are  led  by  the  Message  to  presume  il  re- 
siil[a.tnagreat  measure,  if  not  entirely,  from  the  detcrmi. 
utimiof  the  Eiecucive  to  adhere  to  the  prociamation  of 
Inly,  1807,  interdicting  all  Britiah  ships  of  war  from  the 
nlera  of  the  United  States  ;  which  has  been,  and,  as 
niafar  fiom  the  Message,  ia  still,  deemed  by  the  Brit- 
yi  Gsvcmment,  a  measure  so  inhospitable  and  op- 
inwsa,  if  not  hostile  in  its  character,  as  to  form  an 
isasyttable  obstacle  to  amicable  adjustment. 

Cpa  thia  delicate  and  important  subject,  the  com- 
minic  an  far  from  asserting  that  the  attack  on  tbe 
Fiigste  Chesapeake  did  not  justify  the  origioal  issuing 
of  Iha  pfDclsmatioD,  and  enforcing  it  so  long  as  the 
iajoiT  might  be  presumed  to  have  the  sanction  of  tbe 
Bntid  Guremment.  But,  as  the  violation  of  neutral 
right*  was  promptly  and  explicitly  disavowed  by  the 
Sovereign  of  the  aggressor,  before  Ihe  remonstrances  or 
aeasures  of  our  Government  could  be  known ;  as  the 
right  lo  searcb  our  nationel  ships  wss  expressly  dis- 
dsincd,  sod  s  special  envoy  deputed  for  the  prof^sed 
sbject  of  nuking  to  our  Government  a  fb  1 1,  sstisfsctaiy, 
and  pablic  repiration,  on  the  simple  condition  of  a  pre- 
Tioo*  rerocation  of  ibis  proclamation  ;  your  committee 
aie  coasttaiaed  to  declare  their  opinion,  that  such  a 

in*olv«d  toy  dtshonorable  concession,  or  an  abandon- 
BWDtofioy  joat  right  or  pretension,  but 


■  bir,  reasonable,  and  n    _ 
be  stocerity  of  the  wisbea  of  the  Americi 
10(b  CoH.  2d  Sbss.— 6 


pledge  of 


nt  to  restore  the  accustomed  relations  of  peace  and 
ity  between  the  two  countries.  This  course  must 
have  compelled  tbe  British  Envoy  to  have  otTered  that 
ample  and  honorable  reparation,  which  would  have 
been  deemed  by  our  own  nation,  and  by  the  world,  an 
idoquate  atonement  for  the  outrage  ;  or  have  justified, 
n  the  event  of  tbe  refusal,  not  only  the  renewal  of  the 
procIsmaUon,  but  the  adoption  of  measures  of  the  most 
rigorous  and  hostile  description. 

But, even  on  the  presumption  that  the  course  adopt- 
ed by  the  Oovcrnracnt,  in  refusing  to  revoke  the  pro- 
clamation as  a  preliminary  to  the  adjustment  of  that  con- 
troversy, be  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of  nations,  and  the 
'  «  of  onr  claims,  your  committee  are  still  of  apin- 
hat  a  punctilious  adherence  to  diplomatic  forms 
and  precedents  should  not  be  maintained,  at  the  risk  of 
war,  by  a  nation  whose  genius  and  policy  are  pacific; 
and  which,  while  justly  jealous  of  the  national  honor 
and  independence,  looks  principally  to  tbe  substantial 
security  of  those  blessings  and  regards  aa  insignificant 
those  petty  contentions  which,  originating  in  court- 
ly pride  and  vsnity,  frequently  terminate  in  bloody 
wars.  Aad  they  tiierefbre  think,  that  this  proclama- 
tion ought  not,  in  the  present  utuation  of  Europe  and 
this  country,  to  remain  as  the  only,  or  even  as  the  phn- 
eipal  barrier  to  the  restoratioa  of  our  amicable  rBlations 
with  the  British  nstion. 

lut  committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  report  the 
following  resolutions : 

Raolued,  That  the  Senators  of  this  Commonwealth 
Congress  be  instructed,  and  the  Representatives 
thereof  requested,  to  use  their  most  strenuous  exer- 
tions to  procure  an  immcdialo  repeal  of  the  varioua 
laws  imposing  an  embsrgo  on  Iha  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  only  equal  and  effectual 
means  of  affording  permanent  relief  lo  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth,  from  the  aggravated  ovils  which 
they  now  oiperience. 

iUtelced,  That,  elthouEh  this  Legislature  would 
cheerfully  support  the  General  Government  in  the  pro- 
secution ofa  just  and  necessary  war,  yet  they  cannot 
perceive  (he  necessity,  intimated  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  to  Congress,  of  continuing  the  embargo,  or 
resorting  lo  war  ;  that  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  to  engage  in  a  controversy  with  any  nation, 
upon  points  of  diplomatic  usage,  or  equivocal  right, 
provided  substantial  reparation  for  injuries  can  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  that  the  revocation  of  the  proclamatiDn 
interdicting  the  British  ships  of  war  from  our  vialera, 
ouKht  not,  in  the  opinion  of  thia  Legislature,  to  be 
deemed  an  iu admissible  preliminsry,  which  should  ob- 
s(TUc(  (he  adjustment  of  the  controversy  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain. 


la  THS  House  or  Rii 


November  15,  1 


Head  and  eoncuned. 


JiaiTx,  tfovembei-  16,  IBOB. 
H.  G.  OTIS,  Pretideat. 


Commaniveailh  of  MattacltuielU. 

Is  Be  F  ATI,  Nmember  16, 1  BOS. 
Ordered,   That  the  President  of  the  Scnslo  and 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  each  Senator  and  Representative  from 
this  Commonwcaltb,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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Senate. 


ne  Embargo, 


November,  1808. 


Btktw,  an  MleBted  copy  of  tho  report  of  the  committee 
and  rBK>lution8  of  (he  Legislature,  passed  at  the  present 
■cHLan,  reaiiocling  tho  eipodioncj  of  the  eiialing  em- 
bargo, and  of  other  subjects  connected  therenith. 
Sent  dawn  foi 


Ik  tbe  Hon  at  or  Refheiixtititei, 
November  17,  1808. 
Read  end  concorred. 

Him:  In  eonformitj  to  the  roregoing  order,  we  have 
the  honor  lo  traiumit  to  you  ■  cop;  of  the  reaalutiona 
therein  alluded  to,  and  are,  reapectfully,  ;aar  moat  obe- 
dient aenalit*, 

H.  O.  OTIS. 

TIMOTHY  BIQELOW. 

NOTIKBEH  IS,  1808. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Tbe  Senate  resumfd  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  od  tbe  11th  insiani,  for  repealing 
the  "Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels ID  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  UDiIeil  States, 
and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto." 

Mr.  Lloyd  rose  aod  addressed  tbe  Senate  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President :  1  fee!  impelled,  sir,  by  a  sense 
of  duty,  and  by  the  observalions  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Giles.)  to  make 
some  further  remarks  on  this  subject. 

When  I  had  the  honor  before  to  addresi  the 
Senate,  I  did  not  enter  into  nny  numerical  staie- 
inenlE,  which,  as  a  mercantile  man,  mig-ht  have 
been  expected  from  me,  of  the  value  of  the  trade 
which  would  yet  remain  lo  be  prosecuted  from 
Ibe  United  Siaieti,  noiwitbsiandinir  the  existence 
of  the  French  decrees  or  the  British  Orders  in 
Council;  nor  did  I  enter  info  any  detailed  exam- 
inalions  of  the  different  degrees  of  suffering  sus- 
tained by  different  sections  of  ihe  United  Slates, 
in  coDbequence  of  the  existing  Mtuaiion  of  our 
1  why  the  latter  was  omitted 


will   be  presently  mentioned.     The  i 
not  nolicLnff  tbe  former  were,  that  having  si 


;  for 


iny  details  in  tbe  newspapers  and  other  ephem- 
eral publications,  founded  apparently  on  correct 
data,  that  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  lo  lay 
*oy  further  sentiments  on  this  subject  before  gen- 
tlemen who  must  be  so  well  informed  as  the  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House.  But,  sir,  I  had 
Other  reasons:  havinf;  been  recently  introduced 
into  ibe  Senate,  not  bein^  much  accustomed  to 
ptiblic  speaking,  and  being  very  unexpectedly 
called  into  debate,  I  felt  desirous  to  lake  upas 
little  lime  of  the  Senate  as  could  be  done  with 
propriety,  being  much  more  diKpoied  to  listen  lo 
the  arguments  of  other  gentlemen  than  lo  ob- 
trude upon  them  any  remarks  of  ray  own. 

When  I  objected  lo  the  pot<tponement  on  tbe 
first  day  of  the  debate,  it  was  not  my  intention  at 
that  time  lo  have  expressed  my  sentiments  on  this 
subject;  but  f  had  hoped  to  have  heard  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  who  addressed  you  yester- 
day, and  whom  1  had  observed  taking  notes  for 
the  purpose.  Had  I  been  present  and  heard  the 
observations  of  the  genileman  from  Kentucky, 


(Mr.  Pope,)  which  I  have  since  seen  in  the  news- 
papers. I  should  not  have  objected  to  the  post- 
ponement, as  it  will  always  afford  roe  pleasure  to 
meet  with  civility  and  respect  the  wishes  of  any 
member  of  ihe  Senate. 

To  do  away  any  erroneous  impretsion  which 
may  exist,  these  olwervations  are  perhaps  not 
wholly  useless. 

When  I  before  rose,  sir,  no  gentleman  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolmion  had  then  spoken  on  it;  and 
having  risen  unexpectedly,  I  could  only  rely  oo 
conjecture  for  the  grounds  of  that  opposition. 
When  I  came  to  this  city,  from  the  general  pub- 
lic impression  abroad,  m^  expectation  was,  that 
ihe  embargo  would  be  raised.  The  question  then 
was,  if  the  embargo  were  raised,  what  was  next 
to  be  done?  Of  the  leading  ^nileraen  with 
whorn  I  conversed,  some  had  said  we  musl  have 
war;  that  the  question  would  come  to  thin  point 
in  a  month  ;  some,  that  we  must  fight  with  both 
Ihe  belligerents;  some,  with  one  ortbem.  As  I 
was  not  Q.uixoiic  enough  to  ihiuk  of  lighting  at 
Ibe  same  time  with  the  two  nations,  who  com- 
manded oearl)^  all  the  force  of  Europe,  tbe  quei- 
lion.  in  my  mind,  for  ibe  consideration  of  Con- 
gress, was  narrowed  to  this  point:  ought  ve  to 
goto  war  with  France  or  wiih  Great  Britain? 
And  from  this  view!  made  tbe  discriminalioa 
between  tbe  circumstances  of  those  two  Powers 
when  last  I  addressed'  you  ;  and  J  have  now  no 
hesiiaiion  lo  say,  if  we  must  have  war.  il  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  preferable  to  hare  war  with 
France  rather  iban  with  Qreai  Britain. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the 
Orders  In  Council,  and  the  set  of  Parliameni  un- 
der tbem,  imposinga  duly,  tax,  or  tribute — callil 
what  you  please — on  the  Iransporialion  of  Amer- 
ican merchandise  from  Great  Britain  lo  theporti 
on  the  Continent.  I  shall  say  but  a  few  words 
more  on  that  subject.  France  says  you  shall  not 
go  to  England  on  any  terms;  England  says  you 
may  go  lo  France  under  certain  conditions.  Now, 
sir,  as  I  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  the 
whole  includes  all  ils  pans,  I  do  ool  see  by  ihis 
how  a  limited  exclusion  can  be  more  than  a  total 
one.  England  then,  had  not,  in  this  instance, be- 
haved worse  than  France:  they  have  both  be- 
haved bad  enough.  Siill,  after  making  these  ob- 
servations, I  wiali  noi  to  be  misiundersiood.  The 
regulation  is  an  offensive  one;  and  if  any  gentle- 
man will  bring  in  a  bill  making  it  highly  penal 
for  any  American  owner  or  master  of  a  vessel  lo 
purchase  this  license  for  proceeding  on  his  voy- 
age from  ihe  Uniled  Slates  to  the  ports  on  the 
Continent,  through  the  medium  of  Great  Britain, 
or  should  pay  ihe  lax,  and  proceed,  after  being 
coerced  into  a  British  port.  I  will  cheerfully  unite 
with  him  in  passinz  such  a  law. 

Wilh  regard  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  Brit- 
ish say  they  are  measures  of  relaliatibo,  to  be  re- 
tracted as  soon  as  the  decrees  which  occasioned 
them  shall  hare  been  withdrawn  oo  the  pert  of 
France.  Gentlemen  say  ihey  do  not  believe  these 
professions;  but  that  Great  Britain  has  deeper 
and  more  hostile  views  than  these;  that  she  is 
jealous  of  the  prosperity  of  tbe  United  States, 
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■nd  Tmiv  them  as  ^  commeTci&l  rival;  Ihat  «he 
»Mts  lo  cripple  and  destroy  our  trade.  Admil- 
tinjr  cbis  to  be  the  fact,  (and  very  possibly  i[  may 
b«in  part  well  foaoded.)  what  does  your  embar- 
go tOect?  I  contend  itial  it  ia  aa  act  of  absojuie 
iibniiisioti  to  her.  This  is  strong  ground,  aad  I 
widiiD  hare  it  noticed.  Sappoae  Great  BrltaiD 
kaitkt dispositions  you  altribule  to  her;  she  will 
votoovitiCRipt  to  enTorce  them;  she  dare  nolat- 
tenriiDdrtre  you  from  the  ocean,  because  her 
ovi  buresls  irould  at  this  time  he  maierially  jn- 
jind  by  it.  Suppose  she  were  to  attempt  i[, 
wtit  would  be  the  consequeoces  ?  Suffer  even 
dwoRchsata  to  arm  tbelr  vessels  and  their  eon- 
niTLiad  their  miaar  cm isers  would  Occasionally 
ti^nence  some  unpleasant  reacoQtres.  In  ad- 
jstOK  the  depeadiDg  accounts  of  bar  raerchaati 
wilk  ibis  country,  she  would  sustain  some  incon- 
mieace;  and  she  would  also  be  obliged  lo  sub- 
mit 10  the  loss  of  her  colonies  on  ihe  coniinenc  of 
AmrricB,  now  become  doubly  dear  to  her,  from 
their  recent  prosperity,  and  from  ihe  supplies  she 
is  drawing  from  them  for  ihe  snQporl  of  her  set- 
tiesieiils  ID  the  West  Indies,  Now,  sir,  what 
does  the  embargo  effect'?  By  it  you  are  doing 
for  Qieat  Britain,  without  any  iDcoavenienee  to 
her,  precisely  that  which  she  will  not  venture  to 
do  for  benelf.  Great  Britain  says,  you  shall  trade 
only  inriially  ;  and  you  agree  lo  trade  not  at  all. 
The  eaatiaaance  of  the  embargo  u,  therefore, 
cotnpleie  mbniisaiou  to  her. 

Much  has  been  said  about  British  influence, 
asd  certain  passages  have  been  read  from  the  me- 
norial  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  I  snppose,  of  demonstrating  an  iucon- 
sistncy  id  their  opinions  in  1806  and  at  the  pres- 
eat  nme.  I  have  not  seen  the  paper  for  iheae  two 
yearsLbat  there  is  do  inconsistency  in  it ;  thesen- 
tiHteais  enlerlained  then  are  the  sentiments  en- 
tmaiaed  now.  Great  Britain  violated  our  neu- 
tnl  r^^u;  the  merchants  of  Boston  complained 
u  their  Government  in  pointed  terms,  ana  called 
•a  it  for  proteciioQ  and  redress  against  Great 
Bntaia.  Was  this  an  evidence  of  British  influ- 
wecT  The  char^ge,  however,  existed  at  that  time 
as  v^  as  at  the  present;  but  the  scene  is  chang- 
ed-, m  bad  not  Iheti  a  Berlin  decree,  a  Milan 
ieow,  a  Bayonne  decree ;  our  vessels  had  not 
beea  wutoalv  bnrned  on  the  oeesn,  nor  had  we 
reeeiradHV  letters  from  Champagny. 

Ani  00  this  subject  what  says  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  to  General  ArmitrODg  1  He  tells  him  that 
*^il)e  bflfotng  of  oeotral  vessels  detained  on  the 
'  high  ceas  is  the  most  distressine  of  all  the  modes 
'  by  which  belligerents  exert  force  contrary  to 
'  i^t,  and  in  proportion  as  it  is  destituteof  apol- 
'  ogy  oaght  at  least  lo  be  theprompitudeand  am- 
'  pliiade  of  redress."  Has  this  redress  ever  been 
obuincd?  To  my  knowledge  or  belief  it  never 
bat.  The  merchants  of  Boston,  therefore,  prob- 
Kbly  ttink  that  a  war  with  France  would  now  be 
morelbt  the  honor  and  the  interest  of  the  United 
Staici  than  a  war  with  Great  Britain.  For 
Ihinkiasihis^are  they  justly  chargeable  with  be- 
iur  under  Bntish  infioeocB?  This  is  an  old  story. 
iMalltake  dob 


o  myself,  not  admit  any 


of  its  allusions.  1  challenge  any  one  to  produce 
a  shadow  of  plausibility  far  any  such  imputaltOD. 
I  know  they  were   not  meant  as   personal  allo- 

Nol  withstanding  all  that  has  been  said,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  still  considers  the  embargo 
as  a  coercive  measure;  and  if  it  is  not,  I  know  not 
what  good  it  can  effect ;  and  if  this  good  be  not 
effected,  then  it  ought  not  lo  be  persisted  in. 

The  gentleman  seems  to  think,  thai  by  thit 
continuance,  Great  Britain  may  still  be  seriously 
affected  by  her  >yanl  of  breadstuff,  of  timber,  of 
tobacco,  or  of  cotton.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  in  this 
discussion  we  have  to  refer  so  much  to  foreign 
nations,  and  sometimes  lo  appear  lo  place  their 
resources  in  opposition  to  our  own;  but  1  know 
of  no  other  way  in  which  to  tske  into  considera- 
tion the  propriety  of  this  embargo,  or  the  effect* 
that  are  likely  to  be  produced  from  it.  The  state- 
ments, if  coTiect,  must  be  known  to  them,  if  not 
to  ourselves ;  and  we  ought  also  to  know  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  thinks  that  the 
want  of  our  breadstuff  will  affect  Great  Britain. 
From  his  extensive  knowledge,  he  must  know 
that  the  annual  consumption  of  grain  in  Great 
Britain  is  estimated  at  about  cne  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  bushels;  that  the  whole  of  our 
exports,  converting  the  flour  into  wiieat,  is  about 
seven  millions  three  hundred  thousand  bushels. 
Now,  admitting  that  every  kernel  of  this  grain 
used  to  be  sent  to  Great  Britain,  (which  is  very 
far  from  the  fact.)  does  the  zentieman  expect  se- 
riously to  operate  on  Great  Britain  by  retaining 
with  in  OUT  ports  five  per  cent,  of  all  the  grain  she 

Thegentlemanalso  thinks  that  the  want  of  our 
timber  may  affect  her.  Does  be  recollect  that  she 
now  has  at  command  the  forests  of  Sweden,  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotin,  New  Brunswick,  and  Ihe 
whole  coast  of  South  America  ?  Willi  these  re- 
sources, is  it  possible  that  she  can  want  limber? 
No,  sir ;  and  the  worst  evidence  of  it  for  us  is, 
that  :he  has  just  laid  such  a  new  duty  on  limber 
from  the  United  Stales  as,  if  the  trade  were  now 
open,  would  amount  to  nearly  a  total  exclusion 
of  it. 

Will  she  want  tobacco?  There  are  gemlemen 
on  this  floor  so  much  better  informed  respecting 
this  article,  that  1  shall  say  little  about  it.  It  la 
not  a  necessary  of  life  ;  and  what  is  produced  in 
the  West  Indies,  the  Carraras,  the  Brazils,  and 
the  Spanish  provinces,  must,  I  should  presume, 
be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  embargo  from  affect- 


■boe 


:  Yes,  s 


.   Al- 


though the  mention  made  by  the  genilemaa  of 
the  "  bad  trade  at  Manchester,"  is  not  a  very  hap- 
py illustration  of  the  fact,  too  lively  an  inlereit 
cannot  be  paid  to  this  article  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales.  Ills  the  great  staple  of  tbe 
country,  and  more  especially  of  the  Southern 
States.  Great  Britain  imports  seventy  millions 
of  pounds  of  cotton  annually.  The  expurli  from 
the  United  Slates  of  this  article  amount  to  above 
sixty  millions  of  pounds;  of  this.  Great  Britain 
t^et  about  two  thirds ;  say,  however,  she  receives 
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from  us  forty-five  or  fifty  millioos  of  pounda  in  a 
year,  and  lliat  this  supply  is  rery  importaot  to  her 

maDuracturers;  ihc  quesiion  ihfo  is,  whether,  if 
we  abstain  from  all  iotercoune  with  her,  she  can 
•apply  herself  elsewhere?  I  fear  she  can.  la 
addiiion  to  the  increasing  supply  from  her  own 
West  India  colonies,  the  Brazils  can  furnish  lif- 
leen  millioas  of  puunds.  The  annual  export  of 
collon  by  the  British  from  Bombay  tu  China  is 
from  fifteeD  to  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  which 
can  be  sent  lo  Europe  with  a'proGt.  Here,  then, 
are  at  least  thirty  millioos  of  pounds.  The  cul- 
tivation of  cotton  ifl  Bengal  is  progressing,  and 
Spanish  America  will  further  increase  the  stock. 
But  I  tear  we  have  in  our  own  neighborhood  a 
much  more  formidable  competitor  than  can  arise 
from  any  of  (he  beforemeotioned  places;  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  oast  of  Guiana  is  under 
the  control  of  Great  Britain  :  acoasi  of  three  hun- 
dred miles  in  extent,  as  well  calculated  for  the 
production  of  the  best  kind  of  cotton  as  any  in 
the  world.  Until  within  a  few  years,  it  scarcely 
produced  any  quantity  of  importance.  It  now 
brings  into  the  market  more  than  fifteen  millions 
of  pounds  annually,  and  is  considered  as  biding 
capable  of  producitig,  in  a  few  years,  more  than 
■iity  millions  of  pounds. 

One  of  ihe  worst  efiecis  of  the  embargo  is,  that 
it  has  Iruropeled  abroad  what  we  never  ought  to 
have  divulged ;  it4iis  taught  other  nations  the  se- 
cret of  their  own  self-dependence ;  il  has  induced 
Ihem  to  seek  new  avenues  of  commerce,  and  when 
we  are  ready  again  to  trade  with  theui,  it  is  great- 
ly to  be  feared  that  they  will  not  leave  their  new 
to  return  lo  their  old  customers. 

The  gentleman  f<om  Virginia  (Mr.  Giles) 
thinks  [he  embargo  may  be  CGnsidercd  as  a  fortu- 
Bkle  measure;  that  Ihe  people  in  his  part  of  Ihe 
Goanlry  are  contented  with  it;  that  the  interior 
ii  improving;  that  Philadelphia  has  increased, 
and  so  have  Gnorgelown  and  Washington;  that 
the  condition  of  the  farmers  of  his  neighborhood 
is  ameliorated;  they  cultivated  too  much  land 
before;  they  now  raise  leas  produce,  but  they  are 
belter  situated.  If  this  reasoning  of  the  gentle- 
man he  sound,  pursue  the  amelioration  still  fur- 
ther, and  he  will  find  his  countrymen  becoming 
exceedingly  wealthy  when  they  possess  nothing 
«t  all.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  hear  that  any  part 
of  our  country  is  in  a  prosperous  situation.  I 
•hould  rejoice  were  the  country  whence  I  came 
■imilarly  circumstanced.  With  us,  industry  is 
paralyzed;  our  produce  is  rotting  on  our  hands, 
and  real  estate  has  become  nearly  unsaleable. 
This  may  in  part  arise  from  the  difference  tn  the 
nalure  of  our  produce.  The  principal  products 
of  Virtrinia  are,  I  believe,  wheat,  corn,  and  tobac- 
co. The  gentleman  says  our  exports  are  beef  and 
fish.  These  are  among  the  principal.  Cattle 
cannot  be  sold  while  beef  cannot  be  exported; 
and  must,  therefore,  be  killed  and  lost,  or  kept  on 
band  for  belter  times,  at  an  expense  perhaps  ex- 
ceeding its  value.  In  litile  more  than  twelve 
months  the  fish  must  return  to  the  ocean  in  a 
much  more  worthless  slate  than  it  was  received 
from  itj  while  the  tobacco  of  Virginia  for  a  time 


improves  from  age,  and  tbegrain,  with  care,  may 
be  kept  two  or  three  years  without  essential  injury. 

The  gentleman  irom  Virginia  also  says  that 
the  Constitution  of  (he  United  States  has  mostly 
benefited  the  Eastern  Slates;  that  it  ii  immaie- 
rial  CO  the  Southern  and  Western  States  who  are 
the  carriers  of  their  produce ;  the  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  American  shipping  are  nothing 
to  Ihem;  that  the  Northern  States  bold  the  pul^ 
lie  debt;  and,  I  understood  him  to  say,  that  the 
Southern  Slates  protect  them. 

TheConttiiution,  sir.  was  a  matter  of  compact ; 
the  partners  to  which,  like  the  parties  to  all  other 
contracts  of  the  kind,  probably  surrendered  sDme- 
ihing  of  their  individual  Bdvaolages  for  the  gen- 
Have  the  Middle  and  Gastera  Stales  surrender- 
ed nothing?  For  what  reason  is  itthatNorth- 
ern  citizens,  on  the  floor  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature,  have  not  an  equal  rep- 
resentaiion  with  Southern  citizens?  It  is  be- 
cause it  was  pari  of  the  compact ;  it  was  a  cod- 
cession  made  by  the  Eastern  States;  and  for 
what?  for  the' protection  of  their  commerce. 
How  was  this  expectation  expressed  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Consiiiution  ?  Emblemat- 
ical representations  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
ships  in  miniature,  were  drawn  triumphantly 
through  the  streets  of  all  ih«  principal  seaports  ia 
the  Eastern  States,  as  indicative  of  the  expected 
protection  lo  commerce  from  its  adoption.  With- 
out AmericBD  navigation,  how  would  Southern 
produce  have  found  a  market  for  the  last  ten 
years? 

As  to  the  public  debt,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question,  unless  you  wii^h  to  criminate  those 
who  showed  most  confidence  in  the  stability  of 
your  Government. 

With  regard  to  protec[ion,sir ;  against  whom  do 
the  Northern  States  want  protection  ?  Tbey  bare 
no  internal  enemies  nor  enemies  on  their  fr<tn- 
tiers,  against  whom  they  cannot  protect  thena- 
selves.  The  assistance  ol  the  Southern  Stales 
may  be  useful  in  protecting  their  commerce  from 
European  enemies.  If  this  can  be  done.and  thvy 
can  have  an  open  trade,  It  is  all  they  ask. 

The  drawing  parallels  of  the  different  de- 
grees of  suffering  in  the  different  sectians  of 
the  Union  is  an  unpleasant  task;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  my  duty  requires  it.  I  cannot  believe, 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  any  pare  - 
of  the  United  States  Ik  prospering  under  the  pres- 
ent stale  of  things.  Nu,sir;  we  are  alt  suffering 
loo  much.  He  does  not  agree  wiih  other  South- 
ern gentlemen,  and  among  Ihem  wiih  his  col- 
league. I  think  he  stated  that  Virginia,  he  be- 
lieved, suffered  as  much  Bs  Ihe  Eastern' Slates. 
This  ought  10  be  understood.  For  a  national  ob- 
ject  our  sufferings  ought  to  be  nearly  equal.  I  ' 
will,  therefore,  make  a  short  statement,  to  shaiv 
how  the  Stale  of  Virginia  and  the  State  I  in  part 
have  the  honor  lo  represent,  (Massachusetts,)  are 
relatively  affected  by  our  present  Biiua(ion.  They 
ore  both  great  Slates, 

By  the  returns  from  the  Treasury  Office,  il  ap- 
pears that,  in  the  year  ending  September  30, 1807,  '' 
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Tirgjnia  ciported  of  foreign  produce 
to  (he  aiDuuiit  of  .       -        -        -      ^367,713 

UasNchuseits 13,^0,377 

Virgiaiatsported  of  domestic  produce 

to  ihe  amount  of  -  -  -  -  4,393.521 
HmtchuseEts  ....  -  6,183.748 
Tbnvthen,  MassachOMtts  exported,  of  domestic 
yrodace,  half  as  much  a([iia  as  Virginia,  and 
BORthui  tbiny  times  as  touch  foreigo  mercbaD- 
tet.* 

But,  lir.  take  another  riew  of  it.  Large  as  it 
MIT  be, lake  no  account  of  the  whole  araouot  of 
thi  npoTis  of  Ma^Mchuietta.  as  above  stated, 
■bMK  twenty  millions  of  iJolUrs;  retain  in  the 
actODlali  theexportsof  Virginia,  about  five  mii- 
liaa  of  dollars;  taking  il  in  this  confined  point  of 
T^rv, which  suffers  mosti 

rbe  inhabitants  of  Mauachuselts,  in  general, 
Eiliinie  a  soil  which  yields  to  tbeir  unremitting 
udmirr  ihe  oecessaries  of  life,  hut  affords  none 
•r  the  great  staples  of  the  Southern  Slates  ;  still 
ibryeDrynot  their  Sonthern  brethren  the  poii- 
losion  of  a  happier  climate,  or  a  more  fertile  re- 
gioD.  They  do,  however,  consider  the  acean, 
vliicfa  the  bounty  of  the  God  of  nature  has  spread 
before  them,  as  in  some  degree  their  property; 
they  consider  the  use  of  it  as  their  bJrlb'riftht,  as 
■n  mheriiance  bequeathed  to  Ihem  by  their  an- 
cestoti.  Those  of  them  who  live  on  the  seaboard 
loolt  lo  it  as  the  principal  means  of  their  subsisi- 
eoee ;  their  vessels  are,  therefore,  to  them  what 
ki<  farm  is  to  the  Virginian. 

or  (he  whole  tonnage  of  the  United  States. 
Hasnchnseits  possesses  more  than  one-third. 
Bhe  has 450,000  tons;  Virginia  has  69,000  ions. 
Dednet  these  69,000  tons,  and  estimate  the  resi- 
due U  two  dollars  per  (on  a  month,  which  is 
aboM  ike  common  rale  of  charter  in  times  of  nc- 
life  eiaploymeDt,  and  it  will  give  upwards  of 
line  millions  of  dollars  for  a  year.  Discard  from 
ibii  statement  nearly  one-half  the  sum  on  account 
iflkc  embarrassments  on  our  foreign  commerce, 
light  remain  after  the  embargo  was  rais- 
<1;  (or  ibe  remnant  of  the  coasting  trade  which 
hydposecuted;  for  occasional  want  of  employ' 
H>,ind  for  other  iocidenial  dedurtions.  and 
Anwili  then  be  left  a  sum,  lost  to  Ihe  owners 
<farigalion  in  Massachusetts,  not  much  less 
telheeotire  amount  of  the  exports  from  Vir- 
fii^Bstated  in  the  returns;  with  this  differ- 

B«r  &T  the  coasting  trade  may  vary  this  stale- 
i><  Dncectatn,  an  there  are  no  documents  be  lore 
^leciGcsJIy  Ehowing  the  stale  of  it.     On  the 
hud,  B  considerable  qusnlitj  of  the  produce  of 
iota  is  shipped  Irom  the  seaports  of  other  States  ; 
>.  on  the  other,  Mussschuielts   also  ships  to  the 
ports  *ei;  large  amounts  of  India  and  European 
baadiBe,  at  well  as  coniidenlile  quantities  of  do- 
le looduce   and  manu&etnres.     And   the   India 
It    id  Cluoa  tiade   &om   Massachusetts    alone,   must 
'  '  ait  two  miUioni  of  dollars  more  than 
oftbe  aniiiunl  as  stated  in  the  docu- 
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ence,  that  the  produce  of  Virginia  yet  remaina, 
and  one-half,  or  one-third,  or  a  greater  proportion 
of  its  value  may  be  now  had,  or  may  he  ontained 
when  the  embargo  shall  be  raispd.  Not  so  witb 
the  produce  of  navigation  ;  that  is  [oLallylost; 
il  does  not  exist  nor  remain  on  hand  like  cottoa 
or  tobacco. 

I  regret  extremely  that  the  situation  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union  is,  to  my  view,  so  dif- 
ferent, and  tiiat  a  sense  of  my  duly  to  my  more 
immediate  constituents  requires  me  to  make  the 
contrast ;  but,  be  it  what  it  may,  the  independ- 
ence of  the  country  is  to  be  preserved  at  all  haz- 
ards; and  the  people  of  Massachusetts  will,  I 
trust,  always  raantrest  a  love  of  order  and  ot  pat- 
riotism which  will  carry  them  through  every  aan- 
ger  which  menaces  them,  and  through  every  dan- 
ger which  menaces  the  Constitution. 

Gentlemen  opposed  to  the  resolotion  say,  thai 
those  who  have  brooeht  it  forward  propose  no 
substitute  for  the  erooargo;  and  the  geollemaa 
from  Virginia  says,  thatlin  parlicular  hare  given 
no  intimation  on  this  head.  I  have  no  reiiervein 
my  opinion  on  the  su^eci.  I  am  free  to  say,  re- 
move the  embargo,  suffer  the  merchants  to  arm 
iheir  vessels,  put  the  nation  in  a  state  of  defence, 
and  assert  your  well-established  and  indisputable 
lights,  or  perish  in  the  contest. 

^Vben  Mr.  Lloyu  had  concluded — 

Mr.  MiLLEDQE  observed  that  as  be  had  but  ihb 
day  taken  his  seat,  and  had  always  been  in  favor 
of  granting  lime  to  others,  he  wished  that  its  fur- 
their  consideration  should  be  postponed  till  Mon- 
day next.    Agreed  to  without  opposition. 

MoNDAT,  November  28. 

Mr.  Thhobton,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  reward  Andrew  Joseph 
Villard,for  an  invention  of  public  utility,  reported 
an  amendment;  which  was  read;  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  White, 

Ordtred,  That  ihe  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  respecting  roads  and  canals,  made 
the  4th  of  April  \a.f-l,  together  with  the  memorial! 
oftbe  President  and  Directors  of  Ihe  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  of  Isi  Decem- 
ber, 1805,  and  10th  January,  1B07,  be  referred  to 
Messrs.  Wbite,  Reed,  Mitchii,!.,  ANDEseoif.and 
Pope,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  oi 
otherwise. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  ofths 
motion  made  on  the  Uih  instant  for  repealing 
the  "Act  laying  an  embarzo  on  ail  ships  and  ves- 
sels in  the  pons  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto." 

Mr.  S.  SuiTH  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  a> 
follows : 

Mr.  President:  When  1  last  had  the  honor  to 
address  the  Senate  upon  the  subject  now  under 
consideration,  lo  wit,  the  repeal  of  the  laws  lay- 
ing an  embargo,  I  took  occasion  to  observe,  on 
the  transit  duty^  or  tribute  laid  by  Great  Britain, 
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on  ceriaia  ariicles,  the  produce  or  the  United 
Siktes,  when  exporied  lo  tVie  countries  where  they 
ire  usually  consumed  nn  the  ContioeDt  of  Eu- 
rope. Il  may  nol  be  improper  for  me  to  pursue 
that  subject  90  far  as  the  said  tribute  is  ioaposed 
on  all  the  articles  usually  exporied  from  the  Uni* 
ted  Stales  to  Ihe  Continent  of  Europe.  I  then 
apoke  from  memory,  bul  find  I  was  correct  a?  to 
the  amoonls  on  the  arliclea  meolioDed.  I  observe, 
however,  a  mistake  by  one  of  the  stenographers. 
in  the  word  »terling,ia  the  article  wheat,  wlien  I 
meant  the  currency  of  my  country.  By  the  act 
of  Parliameol,  of  the  28tli  March  last,  duties  on 
eiportR  are  laiil  to  carry  into  eflect  (he  Orders  of 
Council.  I  shall  not  notice  any  but  those  charged 
on  the  products  of  the  United  States.  It  willbe 
recollected  that  I  have  already  stated  that  none 
of  the  products  of  the  United  Stales  can  be  ear- 
ned to  the  Continent  of  Europe  without  being 
■nbjeci  to  capture  by  British  cruisers,  unless  ihey 
•hall  firet  be  carried  to,  and  landed  in  Great 
Britain,  and  there  pay  a.  transit  duly,  or  tribute  ; 
of  coarse,  all  articles  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  are  subjected  to  that  tribute  on  their  way 
to  the  countries,  so  far  as  they  consume  the  same. 
On  the  following  articles,  those  duties  or  tribute 
Btl*cb,  to  wit: 

American  Produce. — Indigo,  45  cents  per  lb.; 
Pilch,  95  cents  per  bbl. ;  Tar,  95  cents  per  hbl. ; 
Tarpemine,  78  cents  per  cwi.;  Bice, 45  cents  per 
cwt.;  Tobacco, per  100  lbs.  $3;  Cotton,  16  cents 
per  lb.;  Timber,  staves,  and  lumber,  a  prohibi- 
tory duty;  Ashes,S2  22percwt.  i  Corn, 15  cents 
per  bushel;  Wheal,  28  cents  per  bushel;  Flour, 
$2  per  bbl. ;  Fi»h.  90  cents  per  cwt. ;  Pork,  $6  86 
perlibl. ;  Beef,  (3  33  per  bbl. 

What  amount  would  cargoes  of  some  of  those 
articles  pay  of  tribute? 

A  ship  carrying  1,000  bags  of  cotton,  will  pay 
a  tribute  of  $30,000,  being  about  the  value  in 
South  Caroliua  ;  to  which  add  merchants'  com- 
mission, and  other  charges  of  port,  of  ^.000. 

A  cargo  of  400  hhds.  of  tobacco  will  pay.  of 
1,000  weight  each,  Sll,100 

A  cargo  of  3,000  bbls.  of  flour  will  pay  S6.( 

A  cargo  of  fish,  as  I  am  informed,  (for  I 
unacquainted  with   the  number  of  quintals  i 
ried  by  a  ship  of  300  Ions,]  will  pay  from  $3,500 
to  84,000. 

Double  insurance,  double  premium,  double  mer- 
chants' commission,  insurance,  and  other  charges 
not  fioticed — 1  leave  that  for  the  calculation  of 
others. 

It  is  true  the  Kioff  may  suspend  or  alter  any 
pan  of  the  act  as  he  shall  see  proper,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  act  is  only  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Parliament.  It  is  to  be  hoped  thai 
England  will  see  the  error  which  she  has  com- 
mitted, as  well  aa  it  aflects  her  own  interest,  as 


if  we  reliacl  from  the  stand  which  we  I 
taken,  will  she  not  think,  from  the  instability  of 
our  councils,  ibat  she  may  proceed  in  her  system 
of  monopoly,  until  every  branch  of  our  com- 
merce shall  ae  extinguished?  But,  Mr.  President, 


does  the  British  nation  Iny  similar  duties  of  ex- 
port on  similar  articles  from  her  own  colonies  or 
her  allies?  She  has  heavily  taxed  the  colonial 
produce  carried  in  American  ships  in  her  ports 
in  eiporiation,  but  her  own  coffee,  sugar,  and 
ither  colonial  articles,  are  still  exported  Oee  of 
lutv ;  thus  enabling  her  lo  nndersell  in  ihe  porta 
of  Europe  similar  articles  carried  there,  the  prop- 
erty of  Americans.  But,  says  the  gentiemaa  from 
Cuoneciicut,  (Mr.  Hillhouse.)  this  tribute  is  a 
nullity  of  itself,  for  the  decrees  of  France  caused 
all  goods  that  have  been  landed  in  England  lo  he 
seized  and  condemned  on  their  arrival ;  of  course, 
he  presumes  that  none  will  go  there:  he  is  mis< 
taken.  Mr,  President ;  if  the  articles  shall  promise 
profit  on  the  Continent,  men  will  be  found  (and 
many  will  do  it)  ihat  will  pay  the  tribute  in 
England,  (and  this  ihe  English  Minister  knows,) 
and  who  will  contrive  ways  aod  means  of  adroil- 
s.  Is  this  visionary  ?  No,  sir;  what  has  been 
,  and  is  done  every  day,  will  be  pursued 
when  profits  sufficient  oner  the  lempialion  ;  what 
then  has  been  done?  American  ships  arriving  in 
the  port  of  London  have  been  chartered  (unknown 
to  their  owners)  lo  proceed  lo  Holland  with  a 
cargo  of  Briiish  coffee,  sugar,  and  other  goods,  at 
normous  freight.  The  American  crew,  ex- 
cept ihe  captain,  is  discharged;  a  new  crew  of 
Englishmen  taken  on  board,  to  each  of  whom  a 

firomise  is  made,  beside  the  usual  wages,  of  a 
arfie  sum,  perhaps  50  or  100  guineas,  to  be  paid 
on  the  performance  of  the  voyage.  They  are 
told  that  they  must  declare,  if  questioned,  that 
the  vessel  has  come  direct  from  America,  that 
she  has  not  been  visiied  by  any  British  cruiser, 
aod  has  not  touched  at  any  British  port.  Papers 
forged  in  England— for  the  English,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, ate  great  manuracturers,  and  have  a  manu- 
factory orall  ihe  papers  and  documents  usually 
necessary  for  an  American  ship.  Every  paper, 
even  to  the  merchant's  oath,  that  the  property  is 
his,  that  no  foreigner  is  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly concerned  therein;  the  Consular  certificates 
of  origin,  of  the  French  or  Spanish  Consul,  as  the 
case  may  be,  showing  that  the  cargo  on  board 
bad  been  imported  into  the  United  States  (root 
some  French  or  Spanish  colony;  every  seal  of 
ofBce  so  completely  imitated,  that  no  man  can 
know  the  difference.  The  ship  thus  provided 
proceeds  to  Holland.  The  Dutch.  Mr. President, 
are  hostile  to  those  decrees  of  France;  all  are 
willing  to  countenance  this  trade ;  very  little  in- 
quiry IS  made  there;  the  trade  is  winked  at  by  all 
the  officers  of  Government,  and  thus  carried  on 
with  security.  Now,  Mr.  President,  as  this  trade 
eau  thus  be  carried  on,  I  will  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  whether  ihe  temp- 
tations being  great,  it  will  not  be  carried  on  by 
our  people,  and  the  tribute  paid,  for  without  pay- 
ing that  they  cannot  escape  the  vigilance  of  the 
British  cruisers;  they  will  go  into  England,  they 
will  pay  the  tribule,  and  pursue  their  voyages^ 
and  what  right  shall  we  have  to  say  they  do 
wrong  in  so  doing!  What  right  has  Governtnent 
to  expect  individual  patriotism,  when  opposed  to 
individual  imerest,  when  the  Government  itself 
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aerificcs  the  bosor  and  iDdepeDdence  of  the  na- 
uon  lo  sordid  interest?  Take  off  the  embargo, 
Hi.  President,  and  will  oot  men  say,  our  Gov- 
crnmeDi  bas  acquiesced  in  liie  tribute,  laid  upon 
tonnerce  by  Great  Britain  1  We  therefore  do 
■ovtODg  in  paying  it;  we  do  wliat  erery  pru- 
ieat  fxn  will  do,  make  our  property  as  safe  as 
yo«itiie.and  pursue  our  trade;  for  v/e  wellknov 
that  i/ we  do  not  slop  aud  pay  the  tribute  in  Eng- 
land, oar  ship  and  carfco  TDust  fall  a  prey  lo  Btil- 
iih  depredations.  We  will  thereture  go  into 
Eagiud,  pay  the  tribute,  and  lake  our  chance  to 
mil  ihe  decrees  of  France.  Yes,  Mr.  Presi- 
JaLMd  it  will  become  soch  a  trade  as  will  in  a 
tecT  short  lime  meet  wilb  security  by  iosurances, 
ud  tkai  at  no  very  hi(;h  preraluui.  Again,  those 
nariireiDroiDg  with  aniclei  for  the  consump- 
tMof  the  United  States  must  slop  in  Eaglaud, 
(or  labjeci  themselTes  io  capture,)  there  laod 
Uiar cargo,  and  pay  tribute,  before  they  ceo  pro- 
teed  lo  their  own  country.  Is  this  a  state  to 
which  the  gentleiDen  wi^h  to  reduce  iheii  coun- 
irr)  Ate  ihey  willing  lo  pay  tribuie  lo  Great 
Biiuia  1  If  tbey  are,  take  off  the  embargo,  and 
yon  eocoarase  lurcher  aegressioos,  and  further 
Ciactivii!.  Sir,  tbcre  win  be  no  end  to  them; 
we  had  better  hare  remained  colonies  than  sub- 
mil  to  such  a  state  of  degradation. 

Lei  ui  lake  a  view  of  some  of  the  prlucipal 
articles  thos  charged,  that  we  may  know  in  what 
eoonnea  they  are  usually  consumed.  Cotton,  an 
article  of  locb  importance,  that  its  value  may  be 
eooiidered  as  araounling  lo  nearly  one-fourth  of 
the  value  of  all  the  exports  of  the  produce  of  the 
Uaiied  Slates.  Two-thirds,  some  say  lessthereof, 
ii  leqwred  for  the  Engliib  mannractures,  nhen 
in  full  work;  and  one-third  for  rhc  Conlinent  of 
Eaiopc.  Under  the  Order.s  of  Council,  that  one- 
ihird.  w  twenty  millions  of  pounds  of  cotion,  are 
pnthibiied  from  proceeding  to  its  usual  place  of 
u»tsoEap1ion ;  of  course  thai  one-third  must  either 
remain  on  the  bands  of  the  planter,  or  be  shipped 
n  England,  where  it  canoot  be  consumed,  and 
iksa  reduce,  by  ao  large  a  surplus,  the  price  of 
Ihe  whole. 

fhmr. — Thisarticle  is  seldom  wanted  in  France, 
(ix  Fnoce  exports  the  article;  nor  in  England, 
foT  h^K  consumption,  except  when  there  is  a  de- 
fect inike  harvest.  It  is  priocipally  exported  to 
Spaia,  Portugal,  and  Italy — to  those  countries  we 
are  forbid  to  carry  il,  by  the  Orders  of  Council, 
adeH  we  submit  to  pay  two  dollar)  on  each  bar- 
rel, which  two  dollars  must  necessarily  be  laken 
^tbe  price  io  this  country,  and  thus  operate  as 
a  tax  ttpou  the  farmer  of  I  wo  dollars  per  barrel. 

TbAocco. — Thisarticle  is  consumed  principally 
00  the  Contioent  of  Europe — only  about  one- 
teTenih  thereof,  or  14,000  hogtiheads  per  annum, 
is  bcliercd  to  be  consumed  in  England;  the  reai- 
dae,  or  76,000  hogsheads,  per  annum,  usually  con- 
sooied  in  Germany,  Holland,  and  France,  must 
either  remain  in  the  tobacco  houses  of  Virginia 
and  Uiryland,  or  go  to  rot  in  ihe  King's  ware- 
hooMS  at  Liondon  ;  or,  if  removed  from  ihence, 
■nbjeeted  to  a  duty  of  three  dollars  per  hundred 
poanda.    This  is  peculiarly  hard  on  ibe  Slate  of 


Maryland,  for  of  the  11,000  hogsheads  exported 
by  that  Stale,  noi  more  than  500  or  600  hogs- 
heads is  believed  to  be  consumed  in  England; 
the  residue,  say  13,500  hogtiheads,  can  alone  Snd 
a  market  in  ihe  ports  of  Holland  and  Germany, 
to  which  countries  the  Enslish  say  we  shall  not 
carry  it;  therefore,  the  taKlag  off  the  embargo 
would  operate  no  relief  to  ihe  numerous  and  re- 
spectable body  of  planters  of  the  State  which  [ 
have  the  honor  to  represent. 

Fish  is  consumed  only  in  France,  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, and  Italy.  To  ihese  countriee  we  ate  for- 
bidden to  go  with  this  article.  It  is  nut  candii 
in  gentlemen  to  state  lo  ibe  Senate,  that  the  em- 
bargo compelled  the  owuers  of  Gth  lo  keep  ibat 
article  to  rot  upon  their  bands,  when  il  is  well 
known  Ibat  many  vessels  were  compelled,  after 
having  made  their  voyage  to  the  coast  of  Europe, 
10  return  home  with  iheir  cargoes  of  &;b,  tne 
Bnpilish  not  permitting  them  lo  enter  the  ports 
of  their  destination.  It  is  true  a  small  portion  of 
the  fish  caught  by  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
is  consumi-d  is  the  West  India  islands.  GenUe- 
men  may  be  deceived  by  looking  at  the  report  of 
the  Seerelnry  of  the  Treasury,  when  they  see  ihe 
large  amount  stated  to  be  .shipped  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, of  [he  products  of  the  United  States.  Almoil 
all  our  business  passes,  in  some  way  or  other, 
through  the  hands  of  British  merchants,  either  by 
consignments  or  remittances.  By  shipping  to 
their  address,  the  American  merchant  is  permit- 
led  10  draw  bills  of  exchange  for  a  proportion  of 
Ihe  amount  on  the  British  merchant.  The  ship 
proceeds  to  Cowes  or  Falmouth,  and  there  re- 
ceives Ihe  order  of  the  London  merchant  lo  pro- 
ceed lo  Ibe  country  where  the  best  market  can  be 
obtained  for  their  articles;  and  in  this  way  the 
export  to  England  is  swelled  lo  a  large  amouut, 
when,  in  truth,  the  consumption  is  in  other 
countries. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  HilI/- 
H0U9E)  says  that  the  emtiargo  tends  to  demoral- 
ize our  people.  I  fear,  Mr.  President,  ibat  the 
payment  of  tribute  in  England,  and  the  perjury 
employed  to  evade  the  decrees  of  France,  will 
not  only  demoralize  and  degrade  [hem  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  but  also  in  ourown  esliinacion. 

When  1  was  last  up,  I  took  a  view  of  the  export! 
still  left  to  [he  people  of  the  United  Stales,  not 
implicated  either  by  the  decrees  of  France  or  lh« 
orders  of  England.  In  answer,  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  (Mr.  White)  has  slated  lhat(the 
decrt>ea  of  France  nud  Orders  of  Council  DOt- 
wilhsiandiog)  there  would  slill  be  an  export  free 
to  the  United  States  of  four-fifths  of  the  amount 
>!xporied  therefrom.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Llovd,)  more  cautious,  has  stat- 
ed that  there  would  be  slill  important  branches 
of  commerce  left  open  to  us.  The  gentleman 
from  Delaware  has  given  us  the  countries  to 
which  the  four-fifths  of  our  exporls  could  go,  10 
wit :  Sumalra,  Africa,  Java,  China,  Northwest  of 
America.  Spanish  possessions  and  islands,  Swe- 
den and  her  colonies.  On  examining  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  I  6nd  that  lo  those  cour'"  -*' 
some  others,  we  can  expori  as  follows,  i 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Ill 


SCHATB. 


NOTEHBEB.  1808. 


SpHDish  colonics,  Florida,  Main,  aod 

Cuba $2,617, 

Portugupse  ditto,  say  Madeira,  West- 
ern Isles,  Ca|)«'de  Vcrd,  and   Brazil        570.303 
Morocco  aod  Barbary  Powers    -       -  8  358 

Chinn        -..--.        84,032 

Africa 369,924 

South  Seas        .....  3,385 

Worlliwcsi  Coast        .        -        -        .        10,777 

SnedeoaDdcoloDiet         •        -        .       472.666 

4,136.783 

To  those  couDlriFS  (and  ihey  are  the  only  ones 
to  which  we  could  have  exported  under  the  Or- 
ders in  Council)  it  appears  that  the  tola!  amount 
of  exports  is  only  $4,136,783.  I  have  adniitied 
■Sweden  and  hercolunies  topleaselhefjentleman, 
although  I  understand  them  to  be  subject  to  cap- 
lure  under  the  French  decree.  A  large  item  is 
(o  St.  Bartholomewa,  a  Swedish  island,  serving 
only  as  an  entrepot.  But  we  arc  told  that  Great 
Britain,  in  her  gpoat  goodness,  has  lately  permit- 
ted us  to  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  that 
the  Orders  of  Council  no  longer  attach  to  those 
nations,  I  am  of  a  difiereni  opinion,  and  I  de- 
rive  my  opinion  from  the  document  now  in  my 

"  The  Lordi  of  the  CommitteB  of  Council  for  Trade 
•nd  Foreign  Plantstians  having  authorized  us  to  make 
public  the  following  answers  to  certain  questions  pro- 
poeed  by  d>  to  Ihoir  Lordshipi,  we  publish  them  far  the 
iDformatton  of  all  whom  they  may  concern. 

"  THOa.  BARING. 

■'  A.  GI.ENNIE. 

•'  THOS.  MULLETT. 

"  LoiTDON,  IGth  Aagust,  1803." 

"  Quatiojt.  His  Majesty'*  Orders  in  Caunctt  of 
the  4th  July,  1808,  hating  ordered,  that  all  hostili- 
tiea  against  Spain  on  the  part  or  His  Majesty  shall  im- 
mediately cease,  and  that  the  blockade  of  all  tbe  ports 
of  Spain,  eicrpt  such  as  may  be  atill  in  poascssion,  or 
under  control  of  France,  shall  be  forthwith  raised — - 

"  Can  an  American  vtsael  proceed  from  a  port  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  with  a  cargo,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  L'nited  Stales,  or  Uolonial  produce,  direct 
to  any  port  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  not  being  in  the 

EDSBCsaion  of  the  enemiea  of  Great  Britain,  and  return 
ack  to  a  port  in  the  United  States  direct,  with  a  cargo 
the  growth  or  produce  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  without 
bebg  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation,  under  the 
Orders  of  Council  of  the  1 1th  and  ISth  of  November, 
1807,  and  the  several  acts  of  Parliament  passed  to 
carry  ihcm  into  effect  \ 

"  Anavier.  American  vcasela  may  proceed  from  a 
port  in  tlic  United  States  of  America,  with  a  cargo,  the 
produce  of  tho  United  States,  or  Colonial  produce, 
provided  such  produce  be  not  the  produce  of  the  ene- 
taics'  colonies,  direct  to  any  port  of  Spain  or  Portu- 
gal; such  port  not  being  in  the  poaiesaion,  or  under 
the  control  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  and  return 
back  to  a  port  in  the  United  States  direct,  with  a  cargo 
Uw  growth  or  produce  of  Spain  or  Portugal." 

[Here  Mr.  White  explained,  and  said,  that  a 
proclamation  had  been  is.sued  declaring  the  ports 
of  Spain  aod  Portugal,  uol  in  posscssioo  of  France 
or  her  allies,  open  to  the  admission  of  American 
vessels,  with  ihe  produce  of  their  own  country,  or 


of  the  colonies  of  the  two  nations ;  but  they  muat 
return  direct  to  their  own  country.] 

Where  the  geollemaD  has  got  thai  pTOclaoia- 
tion,  said  Mr.  S.,  1  know  not.  1  never  have  seen 
it,  or  heard  of  it.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  liiat 
the  Orders  of  Council  do  &lill  attach  to  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  and  that  this  is  only  a  bountiful  relax- 
ation of  His  Britaonic  Majesty,  which  he  can 
change  at  pleasure,  being  authorized  by  the  act 
of  Parliament  to  repeal  or  alter,  as  he  may  see 
fit.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  thai  prior  to  the  Or- 
ders uf  Council,  we  could  trade  with  the  Colonial 
produce  of  those  countries.  These  regulations  of 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, do  not  permit  such  commerce;  of  course  the 
Orders  of  Council  attach,  and  should  Booaparta 
gel  possession  of  any  port  of  Spain,  and  an  Amer- 
can  vessel  be  bound  to  such  port,  she  would,  un- 
der the  Orders  of  Council,  be  seized  and  carried 
into  England— in  which  case  I  do  not  believe  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massac  liu  set  Is  would 
insure  for  ninety  per  cent.,  againt  condemnalioti 
in  Ihe  courts  of  Great  Britain. 

PurKuing  Ihe  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr,  QiLEs,)  that  the  regulation  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  if  submitted  t(\ 
will  reduce  us  to  a  slate  of  colonization — 1  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  this  same  Board  of  Trade 
regulated  our  commerce  when  we  were  colonies. 
We  were  then  permitted  to  go  direct  to  the  porta 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  with  our  flour,  Indian  com 
and  lumber,  and  might  return  direct  lo  Americtt 
with  salt;  but,  if  we  wished  to  bring  winea  or 
fruits,  we  were  compelled  to  proceed  to  England, 
land  ihem,  and  then  proceed  lo  ibis  country. 
What  are  ihe  regulations  now  made  for  us  by  the 
Lords  of  Trade  7  Why,  sir,  we  are  permitted  to 
proceed  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  with  the  produce 
of  our  country,  but  we  must  return  Iherelrom  di- 
rect to  the  United  States.  If  we  turn  to  the  right 
or  left  hand,  we  come  under  the  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil, and  are  good  prize.  We  are  forbid  lo  carry 
any  of  the  produce  of  those  countries  lo  their  col- 
onies, although  Ihey  permit  the  trade.  And  why, 
Mr.  President?  Because  the  British  thereby  se- 
cure that  advantage  lo  their  own  ships.  Again, 
sir,  when  colonies,  Great  Brilaio  compelled  us  lo 
carryourlobacco,  indigo,  and  rice,  to  England,  and 
there  land  the  same,  but  permitted  us  lo  re-ehip 
those  articles,  free  of  any  duty,  in  ihe  countries 
where  they  were  consumed.  Even  iniiraeof  war, 
tobacco  was  re-shipped  to  France.  Now,  Great 
Brilaiu,aliliou2hwp  are  independent  of  her  power, 
(perhaps  not  of  her  influence,)  orders  all  the  pro- 
duce of  our  countrj'  lo  be  landed  in  England,  and 
prohibits  the  re-.'ihipment,  until  we  pay  an  enor- 
mous duty  ;  when,  at  the  same  time,  the  produce 
of  her  colonies  may  be  re  shipped,  even  to  her  en- 
einies,  free  of  duty.  Where  is  the  difference,  in 
prmciple,  between  the  regulations  made  for  us 
when  colonies,  and  those  made  for  us  at  this  time  1 
Does  not  Great  Briiainstil!  assume  the  same  right* 
over  us,  10  wit,  to  regulate  our  trade  in  the  one 
iiisiaDCc  as  well  as  in  ihe  other?  We  are,  in 
either  case,  completely  in  ibe  situation  of  colo- 
nies.  It  cannot  be  misundentood.    The  Lords  of 
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Tnd«  emphaticillf  say,  wlial  trnde  we  aliaU,aDd 
wbstirade  we  shall  not  parsue.  Nay,  in  England, 
I  h*Te  lilttp  doubt,  that  many  people  will  cocsider 
it u  excessive  impudence  la  us  tocampIaiD.nhen 
put  npon  a  rooting  with  their  own  colonies.  They 
forgu  ihat  we  are  iadependeni — I  trust.  Mr.  Pre- 
iid«it,lhat  we  shall  not  aUo  Torget  it.  But  let  us 
indnlie  the  genllemHD,  and  add  our  ezpnrts  to 
Spiia  ind  Portu^l — to  what  amouiit  are  ibey  ? 
To  Spain.  TeneTiffe,  and  the  Florida:',  we  export 
aoniiillf  SI.381.327 ;  to  Portugal ;  $829,313 ,  raak- 
lag.  u^ther  with  the  84,139,783,  already  slated, 
the  mm  of  96,347,323.  heing,  as  slated  in  a  lumi- 
■DOi  TPport  or  k  Romniiilee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
roeataUTes,  less  than  $7,000,000,  free  of  danger 
from  the  decrees  of  France  and  the  orders  of  Qreat 
Brtuin.  So  that  the  genilemaD'!i  four-fiflhs  ap- 
pear, by  public  dacuTnenls,  (which  cannot  be  con- 
travened,) to  be  reduced  to  an  amount  lirtle  more 
than  one-eighth  of  the  native  exports  of  the  Union ; 
the  total  amount  being  948,699,592.  Shall  we, 
for  this  pittance,  relinquish  our  independent  rigbia 
u  a  n«tioD  1 

The  tnde  to  China  gives  an  export  of  only 
184.000  per  aDDDtn.  It  emplovs  an  exportation  of 
doUan  10  Dear  $4,000,000.  Nankeens  is  the  ob- 
jeetiDretam  of  principal  value,  an  export  whereof 
lofinrope  we  are  now  cut  off  from,  if  this  trade 
ihootd  be  puisued,  under  this  oppression,  I  will 
Teoture,  without  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  lo  believe 
Ihat  every  dollar  in  the  United  Stales  will  be 
diipprd  tberefroni.  The  law  prohibiting  the  ini- 
poriaiioD  of  Elaves  has  completely  desLroyed  ths 
trade  to  Africa,  so  that  the  item  lo  that  country 
can  tio  longer  be  counted. 

We  are  told  that  ibe  sufferings  of  the  commer- 
r:al  States  are  insupportable,  and,  from  tlie  din- 
cimioB  in  the  Senate,  it  would  appear  as  gene- 
lallr  admitted  that  the  four  New  England  Slates 
are  ifae  only  cummeicial — comparisons  are  gene- 
rally disagreeable — they  appear  however  necessary 
Kpoii  the  present  occasion,  to  show  the  relative 
Mate  of  commerce  among  the  Slates.  I  am  war- 
laated  alto,  by  the  example  set  me  by  the  genlle- 
nanfrom  MaraachusetIs,(Mr.LLOTD,) in  making 
the  eomparisOQ  which  1  intend  to  present  to  this 
Hove,  lo  doing  it,  I  pray  I  may  be  understood, 
as  aatairaning  any  offeuee  to  any  Siate,  nor  to 
aay  iadividual  thereof.  New  Hampshire  cannot 
be  eoasidered  a  commercial  State  j  judging  from 
the  Treasury  Report,  the  products  of  ils  labor  and 
agnculiore  go,  I  presume  to  swell  the  amount  of 
exports  from  Massachusetts,  for  their  export  of 
Dative  products  is  only  $365,950.  Rhode  Island 
tiuy  be  considered  commercial  in  proportion  to 
her  numbeni.  i  have  ever  admired  the  industry 
aad  enterprise  of  her  citizens,  and  have  been  grat- 
ified in  the  extension  of  her  commerce  ;  but  their 
commerce  does  not  exceed  the  proportion  whicli 
b  diM  to  ibeir  numbers — ihe  amount  of  export 
of  their  products  is  $741,998.  But  Connecticut, 
Mr.  Pmideot,  is  she  commercial  ?  Every  Amer- 
ican traveller  that  visits  the  Eastern  States,  re- 
laniB  bighly  gratified  with  tbat  Slate ;  he  states 
with  exoliaiion  and  pleasute,  the  deliglilfat  fields 
ihereof;  iithigh  aiaieof  agncalture;  ils  smiling 
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anil  the  content  and  happiness  that 
every  human  couoienance  ;  but  does 
this  arise  from  ils  externnl  commerce?  No,  sir, 
wetnustgive  to  Connecticut  a  higher  rank;  she 
is  agricultural,  and  will  also  be  a  great  manufac- 
turing SiHte  ;  her  citizens  who  annually  emigrate, 
to  swell  the  numbeis  ot'  other  States,  will  be  in- 
duced  10  remain  at  home,  and,  by  their  labor  and 
ingenuity,  exienii  and  promote  the  manufactures 
of  their  native  State.  Her  port  of  export  is  pro- 
bably New  York ;  with  what  State,  as  a  commer- 
cial State,  shall  I  compare  herT  not  with  Geor- 
gia, for  that  Stale,  though  with  only  half  her  pop- 
ulation, exports  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
Connecticut.  With  South  Carolina?  No,  sir, 
that  State  spares  of  her  products,  to  swell  the  ex- 
ports of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Nev  Yuik,  and 
Boston,  an  amount  equal  to  llie  whole  of  the  ex- 
ports of  the  native  products  of  Connecticut.  With 
Maryland  ?  No,  sir,  wilh  a  population  very  little 
greater,  Marvland  exports  to  near  three  times  her 
amount.  With  what  pari  of  the  Union  shall  I 
then  compare  her  commerce?  It  assimilates 
nearly  to  that  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  its  ex- 
port being  $1,363,352,  wheu  that  of  Connecticut 
IS  81,519,083. 

Massachusetts — yes,sir,MassacbuseIis — isreally 
commercial,  but  not  more  so  in  propuriion  lo  num- 
bers than  many  other  States;  nay,  not  equal  lo 
some.  For  instance,  Souih  Carolina  wijh  half 
hernumber  exports  $7,129,365,  when  Massachu- 
setts exports  of  native  products  only  8^,185,748. 
New  York,  whose  population  is  the  same  witb 
Massachusetts,  exports  $9,957,416 — being  half  as 
much  more  as  that  exported  by  Massachusetts. 
Maryland  exports  $4,016.699 — being  in  full  pro- 
portion lo  the  exportsof  that  Srate.  Nay  sir, Hew 
York  alone  exports  more  than  all  the  New  Eng- 
land States  together,  iheir  whole  native  exports 
being  only  $9,812,769.  But  we  may  be  told  (what 
is  true)  that  the  trade  of  a  country  does  not  con- 
sist alone  I Q  its  native  exports.  We  may  ^et some 
information  by  examining  as  well  iis  native  as  Its 
foreign  articles  of  exportation.  Let  us  examine 
it  in  that  point  of  view.  Ii  will  be  found  that 
New  York  alone,  who  appears  to  approve  of  the 
embargo,  if  we  are  to  credit  their  Governor's 
Speech,  and  the  answer  thereto  of  both  brauehes 
of  the  Legislature,  does  export  of  all  articles,  for- 
eign as  well  as  domestic,  to  a  greater  amouni  than 
air  the  New  England  States  together;  for  her 
exports  are  $26,357,963,  when  the  total  exportsof 
those  States  amount  only  lo  $24,074,439.  Nay, 
sir,  Maryland  exports  an  amount  equal  to  three- 
fiflhs  of  the  whole  of  tiie  New  England  States, 
her  general  export  being  $14,298,584.  I  have 
deemed  it  not  unpraStable  lo  take  this  view  of  Ibe 
aubject,tashawthecommerceoflhe  United  Slates, 
as  they  compare  wiih  each  other. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetls(Mr.LLOTD) 
has  told  us.  and  Io!d  us  truly,  that  the  tonnage 
owned  by  lae  citizens  of  that  Siale  is  one-third 
of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  Union;  ihat  Ihe  want 
of  employment  thereof  causes  an  annual  injury 
to  iheamouDtof  six  millionsof  dollars.  My  cal- 
culation, Mr.  Presideat,  does  not  make  it  near  ao 
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much.  But,  sir,  luppose  ihe  fact,  is  thii  attiibu- 
table  lo  tlie  erobargol  I  ihiok  ooi,  sir.  Oa  ihe 
cuDtrary,  Ihai  Ibc  owDcrs  of  these  ahips  ought  to 

blesi  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  those  who  laid 
(he  embaiffo,  sod  thus  saved  this  imrnenie  ton' 
DBge  from  British  depredation  and  coademnBiJon 
under  their  Orders  of  Council,  and  from  French 
burniag  and  destruction  under  the  inferoal  decree 
of  MiliD.  For  it  has  been  truly  said,  by  an  emi- 
nent merchant  of  Balcra,  (Mr.  Gray,}  that  not 
more  than  one  vessel  in  eight,  [hat  sailed  for  Eu- 
rope within  a  short  time  prior  tocheembarf^,  erer 
reached  ber  port  of  destination.  My  ova  expe- 
rience, howeyer,  has  taught  me  the  tniih  of  this 
remarit;  and,  as  a  further  proof,  I  have  in  my  band 
a  list  of  Gfieeo  vessfis  which  tailed  for  Europe, 
and  were  insured  in  an  office  in  Baltimore.  They 
sailed  between  the  1st  September  and  23d  De- 
cember, 1807.  Three  arrived,  one  was  cnpiured 
by  the  French,  one  by  the  Spaniards,  one  was 
seized  in  Hamburg,  and  ninecarried  into  England. 
Butforiheembargo,  the  ships  of  the  United  Stales 
that  would  have  sailed  for  Europe  would  have 
■bared  a  fate  at  least  as  bad — in  my  opinion  much 
worse— as  that  of  those  fifteen.  Not  one  in  twenty 
would  have  arrived;  for  those  vessels  that  sailed 
ID  September  might  well  have  arrived  before  the 
dale  of  the  Orders  io  Counoil  (ibe  Hth  Novem- 
ber) or  the  decrees  of  France.  I  say.  again,  let 
the  ship-owners  return  tbanks  lo  their  best  friends 
— to  those  who  laid  the  embargo.  As  one  whdse 
properly  bus  thereby  been  saved,  I  pray  you  lo 
accept  mine.  Bui,  sir,  let  us  compare,  in  order  to 
know  the  sufferings  of  each,  whether  the  other 
States  do  not  suffer,  as  to  their  tonnage,  in  pro- 
porlion  to  the  New  England  States.  I  lake  leave 
to  submit  the  tounage  of  the  Eastern  and  a  few 
of  the  other  Stales. 


I           Tonnage. 

1  HegisWred. 

Licenwd. 

New  Hampahiie       • 
Mamachusetts   -       - 
Rhode  Island     -       - 

-  -  I       20,806 

-  -         304,367 

-  -           28,716 

-  -  !       26,082 

8,493 

134,603 

6.533 

80,000 

Total.         -       - 

Kew  York         -       - 

Maryland          •      • 
South  CarDlina  -       - 

-  -  ;       379.700 

-  -  !       131,047 

-  -  1         86,733 

-  -            71,6*8 

-  -  1         48,166 

184,619 

Total          -       - 

-        -  1       337,674 

By  thi?,  it  will  appear  that  the  States  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  South  Caro- 
lina, own,  of  ships  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  nearly 
the  aame  number  of  tons  as  the  four  New  Eng' 
land  Stales.  Thus,  then,  the  loss  to  those  States, 
in  point  of  tonnage,  is  nearly  equal  lo  that  of  the 
other  four;  and,  id  addition,  they  suffer  the  loss 
■ustaiDcd  by  having  od  hand  a  zreater  amouDi  of 
iMtire  product!.    Id  fact,  the  State  of  Massachu- , 


setls  suffers  less,  because  she  has 
nage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  which  ren- 
ders its  usuni  profits  and  usual  employment  for 
ber  sailors,  when  those  other  Slates  have  not  the 
same  ndvaniage.  This  advantage  applies  mora 
particularly  toConnecticut  than  to  any  other  State 
in  the  Uni^Dn;  for,  of  her  46,000  tons  of  vessels, 
20.000  are  actually  employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 
So  thai,  as  lo  the  useof  ships,  she  suffers  less  than 
any  other  in  the  Union.  Her  trade  by  land  and 
water  to  the  other  Slates  still  continues  in  full 
vigor,  and  renders  to  her  advantages  not  known 
to  any  other  Slate. 

We  are  told  that  the  embargo  is  ■  measure  in- 
juriuusonly  lo  ourselves;  that  oar  fish,  be^f,  pork, 
flour,  tobacco,  and  cotton,  remain  lo  perish  on 
otir  bands,  1  have  already  staled  that  the  fish 
finds  its  greatest  consumption  only  in  Spain,  Por- 
tugal, Italy  and  France,  from  which  countries 
we  are  excluded  by  the  Orders  of  Council;  of 
course  the  embarco  cannot  be  chargeable  with 
its  loss,  nor  with  init  of  tobacco,  when  not  more 
than  one-seventh  thereof  as  already  staled  can  go 
to  the  places  of  eunsumplion  without  being  sab- 
iect  to  British  capture.  Thegentlemen  from  the 
States  which  produce  cotton,  do  not  appear  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  danger  presented  tu  their  view, 
arising  from  thai  article  being  produced  in  Qui- 
ana  and  Africa.  For  they  well  know  that  It  will 
require  population  and  men  well  acquainted  with 
the  culture  of  that  article  to  enable  those  coan- 
Iries  lo  enler  into  compelition  with  ibem.  They 
know  iliat  cotton  cannot  be  produced  in  the  quan- 
iLties  required  by  the  British  manufacturers  in 
any  reasonable  lime,  so  that  tbeyfeet  confideat 
ibat  a  suCEicient  supply  cannot  be  obtained  from 
any  other  country  than  their  own.  But  no  man- 
can,  do  man  will  believe  that  any  supply  from 
any  other  country  can  be  brought  Ibrward  to  pre- 
vent a  stoppage  taking  place  of  the  looms  of 
Manchester. 

We  are  told,  that  when  the  British  islands  are 
accustomed  tii  receive  their  supplies  of  live  cat- 
tle from  the  Main,  that  Connecticut  will  lose  that 
valuable  branch  of  their  commerce.  Yes,  Mr. 
President,  if  BoDaparie  should  conquer  Spain, 
her  colonies  will  forever  be  lost  lo  Ihe  mother 
CQUDiry — Ihey  will  become  independeni — they 
will  be  open  to  ihe  trade  at  the  world;  and  if 
cattle  can  (as  the  gentleman  has  truly  told  us) 
be  procured  al  their  own  door  by  the  Britisb 
plaulers  for  two  or  three  dollars  per  bead,  it  will 
very  soon  become  uafashloDable  tu  go  to  Con- 
neciicul,  and  there  to  pay  thirty  to  silly  dollars. 
But  will  this  be  chargeable  on  the  embargo? 
Certainly  not.  The  gentleman  has  also  attempt- 
ed to  alarm  us,  lest  the  Spanish  colonies  should 
supply  the  islands  with  breadsiuffs.  No  impos-  j 
sibililies  stand  in  his  way.  The  sugar  planter  I 
will  lurD  bis  su^r  land  into  corn  grounds,  and 
no  longer  take  bis  supply  from  the  United  States. 
Yes,  sir,  this  will  be  done,  when  the  gentleman, 
(Mr.  H.)  can  prove  ihat  men  will  prostrate  their  i 
own  interest.  The  idea  is  an  idle  one,  and  does 
not  merit  an  answer. 

We  are  told  that  the  embargo,  as  a  coercive 
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■Kuare,  has  had,  and 
either  OD  EDgland  or  ( 
ibr  ^cntlemea. 

France,  Mr.  President,  will  feel  ils  opernlion 
an  ibe  lo»  of  their  islaods  ofManitiique  and 
Guadaloupe,  (which  must  fall  a  pray  to  the  Brit- 
ish tlwl  and  &.riDy,  now  about  lo  attack  [hero,)  for 
warn  of  those  supplies  of  pruTJsions  they  usually 


aedBontboD.  Those  ralaable  possessions  were 
foTinrrly  supplied  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; 
bat  for  years  have  relied  entirely  upon  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  will  therefore  be  in  the  greatest 
passible  distress,  when  cul  off  therefrom.  They 
eaanot  nonr  obtain  supplien  from  ihe  Cape  of 
Good  Hope — for  that  colony  is  in  possession  of 
Ihe  British.  France  will  feel  its  eifect,  and  the 
tODscqaent  loss  of  our  trade  at  home.  She  lose^ 
an  imnenae  revenue,  heretofore  collected  by  the 
daties  on  the  sugar,  coffee,  pepper,  tobacco,  and 
□iher  articles  imparled  into  her  ports  by  our  shipE. 
Her  people  eau  live  without  the  articles ;  but  the 
want  of  the  revenue  will  be  severely  felt  by  her 
Government.  New  sources  must  be  resorted  to, 
which  her  subjects  will  be  dislre:>sed  lu  meet, 
being  completely  deprived  of  any  sale  for  their 
brandy,  wine,  and  other  valuable  articles  drawn 
from  France  by  Americans,  and  distrihuled  by 
ihem  to  every  quarter  of  the  world.  France  will 
be  made  to  feel  by  a  want  of  money.  Holland 
can  Du  longer,  in  so  great  a  degree  as  foimerly, 
supply  that  want.  Cut  off  from  commerce,  what 
is  Holland?  If  the  Emperoi's  system  is  pursued. 
the  grass  will  be  seen  growing  in  the  slreets  of 
Amswidam.  The  German  Eicgdoms,  subject  to 
his  power,  will  be  so  reduced  by  the  want  of 
sale  fat  their  linens,  and  the  want  of  commerce 
in  ibe  Baitse  Towns,  that  they  will  he  able  to 
render  him  no  aid  in  money.  From  the  eziremea 
ef  his  power,  it  will  press  upon  him  even  to  the 
ceatre  of  Paris,  and  will  knock  with  violence  at 
ilie  doors  of  bis  palace, 

England,  it  is  true^with  her  great  navy  and 
aU-powerfnl  fleets,  might'  preserve  herself  from 
ftA'og  the  effects  uf  [be  want  of  bread,  provided 
that  Uie  ports  of  the  Baltic  were  open  lo  her ; 
bnlihnl  oat  as  she  is,  from  every  country  which 
has  liBally  exported  wheat,  where  will  she  find 
the  qaantily  necessary  to  enable  her  lo  afford 
supplies  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  now  struggling 
forrlieir  liberties;  for  ibeir  West  India  islands, 
and  for  their  immense  fleets  and  armies  now  en 

goyed  in  foreign  counlries?  From  the  coasl  i 
arbarj'  we  are  told  !  Yes,  gIt,  Barbary,  under 
(ood  government,  could  supply  all  the  wants  of 
Eurape.  But,  sir,  that  Government,  immediately 
it  finds  that  the  farmer  has  gotten  his  land  into  a 
ki|k  Slate  of  cultivation,  trie  hand  of  power  is 
laid  opon  his  property,  and  the  man,  with  his 
family,  flies  lo  the  mountains.  Nor  is  this  all. 
Ike  Cky  lavs  sacb  a  duiy  on  the  export,  as  leaves 
bat  a  tmall  piltaoce,  say  20d.  sterling  per  bushel, 
to  the  cultivator.  Frooi  thence  no  important 
supply  can  be  derived,  and  this  is  well  known  in 
EnglaDrf.    But  is  the  want  of  breadstuff  ihe  only 


luffertng  that  Great  Britain  must  endure?  No, 
sir;  she  will  feel  our  embargo  in  the  immense 
of  revenue,  resulting  from  ihe  importation  of 
tobacco,  cotton,  rice,  and  other  valuable  pro- 
ducts. Her  cities  will  feel  the  loss  of  the  non- 
al  of  our  ships,  which  afforded  to  them  a 
large  revenue  for  the  town  dues,  employment  for 
the  various  mechanics  and  manufaciurets  em- 
ployed about  ships,  the  want  of  commissions  de- 
1  10  ibeir  merchants,  and  from  other  causes 
necessary  to  enutnerate.  Liverpool,  which 
I  its  rapid  rise,  in  a  great  proportion,  to  the 
American  commerce,  will  feel  the  loss  thereof  in 
inner  that  may  make  ihem  be  heard  in  the 
Councils  of  the  Kingdom.  Is  it  possible  that  lliat 
'  in  will  not  deplore  the  loss  of  their  exports 
4,  amounting  lo  twelve  millioDs  of  pounds 
sterling  per  annum  7  Will  gentlemen  believe 
they  have  no  value  therefor,  when  they  know 
that  they  sent  large  fleets  and  armies  to  La  Plata, 
not  to  ronquer  the  country,  but  to  force  a  trade — 
10  compel  the  Spaniards  to  receive  their  manu- 
factures ?  And  what  trade  7  Not  more  than  one 
million,  or,  at  the  most,  two  millions  sterling  per 
annum.  What  ridiculous  policy  must  thai  be 
that  can  indnce  a  nation  to  go  to  an  immense 
expense  of  blood  and  treasure  lo  secure  two  mil- 
lions of  trade,  and  at  ihe  same  time  wantonly 
throw  awiiy  a  trade  of  twelve  millions,  arising  to 
them  without  expense  of  either  blood  o: 


of  folly  and  wickedness?  No,  sir,  a  non-inter- 
course will  open  the  eyes  of  Ihe  nation  lo  such 
ridiculous  conduct  on  ihi:  part  of  tbeir  rulers.  la 
this  all.  Mr.  President  7  The  sugar  planters  of 
their  West  India  islands  (and  they  most  deserve 
it)  will  be  made  severely  to  feel;  they  will  not 
starve,  perhaps,  but  they  will  have  to  pay  three 
or  four  times  ihe  price  for  every  article  of  pro- 
vision which  they,  or  their  slaves  consume,  and 
len  limes  the  price  for  staves  and  other  lumber. 
Heretofore,  they  have  paid  for  such  supplies  in 
what  I  call  the  offal  of  their  plantations,  in  rum 
and  molasses.  Those  articles  must  remain  on 
their  hands  unconsumed,  for  none  but  English- 
men and  their  descendants  make  use  thereof.  We 
import  from  the  British  islands  350,000  gallons  of 
molasses,  per  annum,  value  on  the  spot  $67,900 ; 
of  rum,  5.590  000  gallons,  value  about  82,412,500. 
Will  gentlemen  believe  that  the  want  of  sales, 
(and  the  consequent  loss  of  their  value)  to  the 
annual  amount  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  will  not  be  fell  by  the  British  planters? 
Yes,  sir,  ii  has  already  been  felt,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed,  to  wit:  that  ihe  Government  has  been 
obliged  to  grant  large  aid  in  money  to  support  the 
West  India  planters.  But  I  shall  fatigue  the 
Senate  with  details  of  this  kind.  My  duty,  how- 
ever, has  compelled  me  to  present  my  ideas  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  to  the  Senate. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  White) 
feels  all  alive  fijr  the  present  rulers  of  the  United 
States;  he  asks,  where  are  we  to  get  revenue, 
and  with  an  air  of  triumph,  tells  us  that  we  shall 
not  have  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury  at  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress.    We  were  told  the  same 
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■lory  hsL  yR)r,  ant)  thousands  of  haodbills  had 
been  ilistribuicd  tliroughoui  the  Union  asserting 
that  fact.  Yet,  sir,  when  we  met  we  foood  four- 
leea  millioas  of  dollars  Id  the  Treasury.  We 
found  our  receints  more  than  in  any  preceiliog 
year.  The  genll.'man  is  alarmed  lest  the  present 
parly  io  power  shall  be  prostrated,  as  he  ihinks 
that  was  10  which  he  belonged,  by  the  necessity 
of  layiog  a  direct  tax.  He  is  mistaken;  ihey 
were  diKrniEsed,  because  that  the  tax  after  lax, 
duty  on  duly,  thai  was  laid  by  ihem,  were  dissi- 
pated, the  people  knew  not  how,  and  because  the 
people  thought  iheir  system  would  lead  the  na- 
tion imperceptibly  to  monarchy. 

I  feelKreatly  oblifced  to  the  gentleman  for  the 
tender  feelings  which  be  bas  expressed  on  the 
subject,  but  ]  an  not  alarmed.  The  present  Ad- 
mioistratioD  have  pursued  a  course  uoknowo  to 
the  last,  to  wit:  the  payment  of  the  public  debi, 
averaging  for  some  years  past,  five  millions  of 
dollars  tier  annum.  From  this  payment  we  are 
now  reiicved.  because  the  law  perraiis  us  no 
longer  to  make  payment  thereof,  except  by  pur- 
chase of  the  Blockholders;  we  cannot  compel 
them  to  receive.  Besides,  sir,  having  paid  off 
ihirty-lhree  millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  debt, 
we  have  relieved  ourselves  thereby  from  the  pay- 
ment of  an  annual  inlereet  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lar". Those  two  iiems,  making  together  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  will  operate  in  effect  for  any 
purposes  now  required  as  so  much  received.  But, 
sir,  we  have  other  resources.  It  will  be  lecol- 
lecled,  that  the  law  of  last  session  authorized  the 
articles  of  sugar,  coffee,  teas,  pepper,  and  certain 
wines,  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores  until 
wanted  for  exportation.  Those  articles  will  now 
be  required  for  consumption,  and  presuming  that 
as  much  thereof  will  be  consumed  as  informer 
years,  we  may  fairly  count  on  the  following  du- 
ties being  collected  thereon,  to  wit: 

•  {1,843,199 
867,259 


iX: 


On  the  public  lands   -        .        -        -       700,000 
Making  logetbei    -       .        .        .  $4,668,521 

Nor  is  this  all;  il  is  n  well  known  fact,  which 
will  not  be  contradicted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Llovd,)  that  the  importa- 
tions from  India  Bod  China  have,  in  the  present 
¥!ar.  been  equal  to  that  of  any  preceding  year- 
be  bonds  (for  the  duties  on  which)  will  become 
due  in  the  next  year ;  nor  has  the  importation  of 
dry  goods  from  England  during  the  present  year 
been  so  much  less  than  former  years  as  materially 
to  affect  ihe  revenues.  On  the  whole,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  believe  that  the  receipts  for  ihe  year  1809 
may  with  safety  be  calculated  upon,  as  at  least 
twelve  millions  dollars,  from  which  nothing  being 
payable  toward  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 


we  may  count  the  actual  supply  to  the  Treaaarf 
as  equal  to  any  preceding  year. 

Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  customary  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  for  the  year  1809. 
Civil  expenditure        ....     1,000,000 
Barbary   Powers   and   Foreign   inter- 
course    -       - 200,000 

Military  Department  -         -         -     1,280,000 

Naval        ditto 1,020,000 

Interest  on  Louisiana  debt-       -        -       675,000 
Interest  on  old  debt  and  reimburse- 
ment        3,500,000 

New  regiments 1,000,000 

$8,675.000 

If  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Wbite) 
will  not  admit  any  other  of  my  calculations,  he 
will  certeioly  admit  that  if  we  have  fourteen  mil- 
lions now  in  the  Treasury,  and  expend  only  $8.- 
675,000.  that  we  certainly  shall  have  some  monef 
in  the  Treasury  at  Hie  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
even  should  the  embargo  continue  all  that  time; 
and  in  case  of  war,  if  the  people  do  consume  a* 
much  as  usual,  ways  and  means  will  be  found  to 
introduce  the  articles  on  which  the  duties  have 
heretofore  been  collected.  It  must  be  admitted, 
however,  that  our  revenue  does  sustain,  and  has 
EUstaioed,  a  material  injury  resulting  from  the 
Orders  of  Council  of  Qreat  Britain.  On  article* 
heretofore  imported  from  theConlinent  of  Europe:, 
we  derived  a  revenue  equal  to  three  millions  of 
dollars,  the  importation  of  those  articles  ia  noir 
prohibited  by  Great  Britain.  That  gendemaa 
may  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong.  I  will  take  « 
view  of  ibe  articles  annually  consumed,  to  wit: 
French    brandies,    2,739,711    gallons, 

duty  thereon $831,913 

Ditto  wines 31.133 

Goods  ad  valorem,  from  France  and 

her  allies 1,000,000 

Hemp,  iron,  glass,  cordage,  and  other 

articles 250,000 

Three  and  a  halfperceut.  retained  on 
drawback,  and  advantages  from  neu- 
tral trade 1,000,000 

S3.10a04G 

This  item  is  a  serious  sum  cut  off  from  our 
revenue,  by  the  orders  of  Great  Britain.  On  the 
whole,  Mr.  President,  I  am,  however,  of  opinion 
that  we  safely  can  calculate  on  a  surplus,  after 
paying  the  usual  expenses  of  Government,  ofs 
sum  not  less  than  sixteen  millions  being  in  the 
Treasury,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  or  at 
the  disposal  of  Government  provided  war  shall 
ensue.  But  do  gentlemen  calculate  nothiogunoa 
the  credit  of  the  United  States.  It  is  now  known 
to  Ihe  world,  ihat  whatever  parly  may  be  in 
power,  the  faith  of  the  Government,  as  it  relates 
lu  the  payment  of  ils  debts,  has  been  held  sacred. 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  it  was  charged  agaiost 
the  present  ruling  party,  ihat  wlien  they  got  into 
power,  all  rei^peci  for  public  credit  would  be  lost, 
and  the  property  in  our    public  funds  would 
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be  ia  jeopardy.  These,  wilh  olher  charjje*  of  a 
timilar  nature,  baring  been  found  to  be  false,  and 
ibal  ibe  pivrent  rulers  are  a;  tenacious  of  public 
credit,  as  their  predecessors,  all  fears  on  that  ac- 
cooDt,  bare  ceased.  The  public  credit  will  be 
•dmitled  to  be  good,  and  ibeie  can  be  no  doubt 
that  any  sum  of  money  tbai  may  be  required  for 
m  war,  may  be  bad  by  loan;  eiihcr  iu  our  own 
eoQairy  or  abroad,  without  having  recourse  to  a 
direci  tax.  So  that  1  pray  ihe  honorable  genile- 
mto  from  Delaware  to  quiet  hia  lender  feelings 
on  ibis  subject.  ' 

Tlu  SeameJt. — We  at  length  6nd  ibe  genile- 
Bnea  ate  alire  to  the  interest  of  this  useful  class  of 
citizia?.  It  may  be  considered  a  novelty  to  ihem. 
Thfy  tell  us  tbat  our  seamen  have  abandoned 
■beircoDDlryaDdsone  into  foreign  employ.  Will 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hill- 
■onsB)  say  iu  his  place,  that  the  sailors  of  Con- 
neclicQthaTedesenedlfaeir  country  to  take  refuge 
on  board  British  ships  of  war?  No,  sir,  he  knows 
the  abhorrence  of  his  fellow-citizens  lo  that  kind 
of  sertice.  The  seamen  of  (his  Union  have 
hthers,  UDclea,  brothers,  friends,  with  whom  ibey 
find  employmeol.  They  will  be  found  in  the  pub- 
lic works  of  the  eiteosive  manufactories  which 
have  been  established,  and  among  the  farmers  of 
theOoited  Stales.  I  will  not  believe  that  any 
American  sailors  have  left  their  country,  except 
Mine  worthless,  drunken  men.  Iwell  know  whence 
(his  idea  has  arisen.  To  avoid  the  complaints  of 
Great  Britain,  the  navy,  prior  to  (he  embareo, 
bad  discharged  all  Briliiih  deserters;  they  atao 
discharged  all  British  seamen  found  on  board 
their  ships  of  war — those,  together  wilh  foreign 
■eamen  employed  in  the  merchant  service,  have 
been  collected  by  the  British  CodsuN,  (who  have 
foood  ibal  their  numbers  did  not  equal  (heir  ex- 
pectaiioD*,)  and  by  (hem  have  been  sent  out  of  j 
ibe  country.  That  tbey  may  never  return  must  i 
be  the  sincere  wish  of  every  lover  of  his  country ! 
We  should  thereby  ailence  the  complainlof  Gretil  I 
Britain,  (o  wit:  that  we- employ  their  subject.*, 
ami  take  from  tbal  Qoveinmeni  the  pretext  of 
impessiofc Aroerican  seamen  undertbe  pre.iump- 
twalhat  they  are  their  own.  The  vacancy  made 
bfiheir  thus  abandoning  our  country  will  very 
MM  be  filled  np  by  our  own  citizens — of  whom 
aoficieni  for  all  the  purposes  of  navigation  will 
SMnbe  found. 

Gepdemeii  whoie  feelings  are  now  so  tender 
wilh  respect  to  American  seamen  showed  litlle 
of  Ibis  when  theirfellow-cilizens  were  seized,  put 
OD  board  British  ships  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
fght  their  battles  against  nations  with  whom 
ttMirs  was  at  peace.  Nay,  sir,  we  find  some  of 
Ihem  offering  apologies  in  bebalf  of  the  British 
Government  for  this  violence  offered  to  (he  liber- 
ties of  our  fellow  citizens  and  to  our  independence 
as  a  nation.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  public  letter, 
aod,  iherefore,  I  may  use  it,  where  ihe  writer,  a 
Senator  from  Massnchusetls,  (Mr.  I'tcKEHiNG.) 
(•ys  "t  will  close  this  long  letter  by  slating  all 
'  Ibe  existing  pretences,  for  there  are  no  causes  for 
'  a  war  with  Great  Briiain,"  &c.  &c. 
"  1.  The  British  ships  of  war,  agreeably  lo  a 


'  right  claimed  and  exercised  for  ages — a  right 
'  claimed  and  exercispd  during  the  whole  of  the 
'  Adrainislraliona  of  Washington,  of  Adam',  and 
'  of  Jefferson — continue  to  take  some  of  the  British 
'  seamen  found  on  board  our  merchant  vessels,  and 
'  wilh  them  a  small  number  of  ours,  from  the  im- 
'  possibility  of  always  dislinzuishing  Englishmen 
'  from  citizens  of  the  United  Slates.  On  this  point, 
'  our  Government  well  know  that  Great  Britain 
'  is  perfectly  willing  to  adopt  any  arrangement  tbat 
'  can  be  devised,  which  will  secute  to  her  service 
'  the  seamen  who  are  her  own  subjects,  and  at  the 
'  same  lime  exempt  ours  from  impressment." 

Gracious  God  Mr.  President'  can  (hat  man 
feel  for  American  seamen,  who  can  say  aod 
write,  deliberately,  (bat  the  impressment  of  five 
thousand  Americ;]'ns  by  Great  Britalo  is  do  real 
cause,  but  a  pretext  only  1  Will  any  man  believe 
tbal  a  person  makiog  use  of  such  expressions  can 
have  any  feelings  whaiever  for  the  sufferings  of 
our  seamen  ?  1  wish  Mr.  President,  we  had  be- 
fore us  the  able  discussion  held  by  (he  same  ^ea- 
tleman,  (Mr.  Pickehino,)  on   the  subject  of  im- 

Eressment  of  American  seamen,  with  Mr.  Lislon. 
1  that  we  should  see  our  rights  maintained  by  ft 
strength  of  argument  drawn  from  our  just  cora- 
plainls.  He  did  not  then  call  our  remonstrances 
on  that  subject  pretexts.  No,  sir,  he  thought  as 
every  American  will  think,  that  they  were  griev- 
ous, intolerable,  and  such  as  no  free  and  high- 
spiflled  people  ought  to  submit  to.  In  what  esti' 
malion  are  we  to  hold  the  future  opinions  of  a. 
gentleman,  who,  in  1806,  did  by  a  solemn  vole  in 
Senate  approbate  the  following  resolution  in 
Senate,  which  advised  the  President  to  send  a 
special  mission,  "  lo  demand  a  reparation  of 
wrongs,  and  particularly  as  it  relaied  lo  the  im- 
pressment of  American  seamen,"  when  we  see  a 
public  letter  in  1808,  from  the  same  gentleman, 
calling  the  complainis  on  that  subject— pretences, 
and  not  just  causes! 

"  Baohtd,  That  the  Pjeiident  af  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  ilemBnd  the  restorndon  of  the  pro- 
perly of  their  citizeoa,  captured  and  condemned  on  the 
preteit  of  its  Iwing  employed  in  a  trade  wilh  the  ene- 
mies of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace;  and 
Ihp  indemniScation  of  such  American  citizens,  for  their 
losses  and  damages  BUbtsined  by  those  captures  and 
condemnatiuna ;  and  tn  enter  into  auch  arrsngementa 
with  the  Briliah  GovernniBnt,  on  Ihia  and  all  other  difier- 
BDce*  aubaialing  belwean  the  (wo  nations,  (and  purticu- 
laily  respecting  the  impressment  of  American  aeamen,) 
SB  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interests 
of  the  United  States,  and  manifest  their  earnest  de- 
sire to  obtain  for  tbemsBlvea  and  their  cilizena,  by  ami- 
cable negotiation,  that  jaatice  to  which  they  are  eoli- 
tled." 

Let  us  cast  our  eyes  back  to  the  session  of 
1805-0,  and  we  shall  recollect  the  memorials  pre- 
sented from  the  merchants  of  all  the  great  sea- 
ports, praying  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
obiaining  redress  of  ihe  wrongs  suslaioed  by  ihem 
from  depredations  committed  on  their  properly 
by  Ihe  British,  under  the  pretext  "ihat  they  were 
carrying  on  a  trade  not  permitted  in  times  of 
:  peace,"  nllbough  it  was  acknowledged,  that  our 
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:  carried  □□  ciJDror[Dabl)r  to  a  coa- 
Tenliua  solemnly  made  between  Lord  Hawkea- 
bury  and  Mr.  King.  The  rnemoriaL  fram  Bostua 
adriaed  a  special  rnisaion ;  ibal  from  New  Hkveo, 
CoQoeclicut,  pledged  ibeir  lives  and  forluaes  in 
sujiport  of  suoh  measures  as  Gorernraent  might 
tiiofii  to  obtain  redren  and  reparation  far  past 
tosses.  The  Senali;,  alive  to  those  remonstrances, 
>d?i$ed  tbePresideat  to  demand  reparation  for  the 
past,  and  security  for  the  future.  The  President, 
ID  obedience  to  this  adrice  and  ia  re.ipecl  to  ' 
memo  rial  is  ts,  did  send  a  special  mitsion  ;  a  treaty 
was  made.  It  was  sent  back  by  the  President. 
Why?  It  redreised  not  our  wrongs.  It  requested 
us  10  tax  our  exports,  so  as  to  put  tbem  on  a  fool- 
ing with  llie  British,  as  lo  their  war  charges  in 
similar  articles.  It  made  no  provision  for  that 
grievance  to  which  the  Senate  had  particularly 
directed  the  attention  of  the  President  to  wit.  the 
impressmetit  of  out  seamen,  and  before  it  was 
possible  that  the  President  could  receive  it,  the 
British  issued  a  new  order  for  plunder,  to  wit,  to 
seize  all  our  vessels,  without  any  previous  notice, 
found  trading  from  one  port  of  their  enemies  to 
every  other  port  of  her  or  her  allies,  by  which 
order  Sl'ty  or  sixty  American  vessels  were  seized, 
together  with  cargoes  to  the  amount  of  near  two 
milliooi — this  was  followed  up  by  other  orders, 
until  our  commerce  is  entirely  cm  off  from  all  its 
uaual  course,  as  well  by  Biittsh  as  by  French  de- 
crees. Government  took  a  stand,  I  thitik  an  bon- 
Olable  staud,  and  now  we  6nd  those  same  memo- 
'  nalists.iadeed  I  may  say  the  gentlemen  in  Senate 
who  advocated  the  advice  to  the  President,  tell- 
ing us,  that  truly  they  had  no  cause  of  complaint, 
that  a  piiiiince  of  ira'de  may  yet  be  pursued,  (the 
oidersordecrees  to  the  contrary  noiwabslaudingi) 
mad  to  pursue  this  miserable  pittance  they  de- 
mand tliat  Government  should  tread  back  their 
■teps,  shall  make  this  nation  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  shall  repeal  the  embargo  laws 
before  they  have  taken  any  other  step,  or  adopted 
any  other  measure.  The  honor  of  our  country  for- 
bids it,  and  {hat  Senate  which  gave  the  advice, 
will  not  meanly  retract  their  own  act,  or  bend 
Ibe  neck  to  any  Power  ou  earth.  We  know  out 
power,  and  fear  not  that  of  our  enemies. 

In  1306,  the  Senate  passed  the  resoluiionalready 
quoted.  In  addition  to  the  wrongs  then  complained 
m,  wrong  upon  wrong  had  been  heaped  upon  us, 
prior  lo  the  date  of  the  public  letter  already  men- 
lioned.  Who  could  have  believeJ  that  thegentle- 
manfrom  Ma^wtchusetts,  (Mr.  PicxEHiNa,)  at  such 
a  moment,  after  having  recorded  bis  vote  on  our 
Journal,  against  the  claim  set  up  by  Great  Britain, 
wootd  iiave  written  and  published  the  following 
justificatiun  in  support  thereof: 

"The  merchant  vchcIs  of  Francs,  Spain,  and  Hol- 
land, being  driven  hom  the  ocean,  or  destroyed,  the 
Mmmerce  of  those  couatries  with  ant  another,  and 
with  their  csiloniea,  could  no  longer  be  CHiried  on  bj 
themaelies.  Here  the  Tesseis  of  nentral  nations  came 
inta  their  nid,  and  carried  on  nearly  the  whole  com- 
merce of  those  nations.  With  their  Mamen  thus  lib- 
arated  from  the  merchant  service,  those  nations,  in  the 
present  and  preceding  wars,  were  enabled  to  man  their 


ships  of  nsr  ;  and  the  nontral  vessels  and  seamen  sup- 
plied their  placet,  became  in  fsct,  though  not  in  Dame, 
auiilisries  in  war.  The  commerce  of  those  nstiona, 
without  one  armed  ship  on  the  sea  appropriated  tot  ita 
protection,  was  intended  thus  to  be  secured  under  neu- 
tral flags  ;  while  the  mercbsnt  vesaets  of  Great  Britsiili 
with  its  numerous  armed  ships  to  guanl  them,  wars 
exposed  to  occaiionat  capture.  Such  a  course  of  thinga 
Great  Britain  has  resisted,  not  in  the  present  only,  but 
in  former  wars ;  et  leut  as  hr  back  as  that  of  I7S6. 
And  she  has  claimed  and  maintained  a  right  to  impose 
on  this  commerce  some  limits  and  restraints ;  because 
it  wu  a  commerce  which  was  denied  bj  those  nations 
to  neutrals  in  time  of  peace  ;  because  it  was  a  com- 
merce of  immensa  value  to  the  subjects  of  her  enemies  ; 
and  because  it  filled  Ibe  treasuries  with  money  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  their  wars  with  Great  Britain. 

What  did  the  people  of  Salem,  of  Boston  and 
of  Mew  Haven  mean,  when  they  pledged  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  any  measures 
that  Qoveraraeni  might  lake  to  obtain  redress  of 
the  wrongs  that  this  nation  had  endured?  They 
meant  that  there  was  cause,  end  that  they  wera 
prepared  to  go  to  war.  And  yet  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Pickebiko.)  has  wrll- 
len  eravely,  when  oiher  oppressions  were  added 
lo  those  then  complained  of,  that  truly,  "there 
were  pretences,  but  no  veal  causes  of  complaint 
against  Great  Britain." 

Hoxlility  to  commerce — Yes,  »ir,  I  have  seen  & 
charge  of  that  kind  against  the  parly  in  power,  in 
newspapers,  and  in  town-meeting  speeches.  I 
believed  it  to  be  used  for  party  purposes.  I  did 
not  believe  thai  any  man  of  respectable  standiae, 
would  have  asserted  such  a  fact.  The  honorabre 
1  from  Conneclicut  (Mr.  Hillhocsb) 
declared  that  he  verily  believes  that 
there  ia  a  serious  inteniion  lo  break  down  com- 
merce, and  10  raise  manufactures  upon  its  ruins. 
And  what  are  his  proofs?  That  be  did  at  the 
last  session  prophecy,  that  sueb  would  be  the 
course  of  conduct.  In  ancient  days,  Mr.  Preai- 
deni,  there  were  prophets — there  were  false 
prophets,  who  went  through  ihe  land  prophe- 
sying falsely  to  deceive  the  people.  And  I 
trust,  Mr.  President,  the  propbecy  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  may  be  ranked  with  them.  1 
challenge  the  gentleman  to  produce  one  act — one 
solitary  act — to  prove  bis  assertion.  He  cannot 
produce  one.  He  may  report  conversations  with 
individual  gentlemen,  who  might  suppose  th&i 
commerce  had  been  loo  much  favored;  and 
such  opinions  are  entertained,  not  only  by  gen- 
ilemea  from  the  South,  but  also  by  geDtlemecx 
froin  the  interior  of  the  North  and  the  East.  Yet, 
sir,  I  have  never  seen  any  of  those  genllemeo 
predicate  any  act  hostile  lo  commerce  thereon. 
It  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  take  a  view  of  the 
acts  which  I  have  considered  as  expressive  of 
sincere  friendship  toward  commerce.  The  sla- 
lute  books  are  filled  with  laws  establishing  light- 
houses along  the  whole  extent  of  our  coasts,  and 
a  chain  of  lights  are  now  lo  be  seen  extending 
from  St.  Croix  to  St.  Mary's.  No  new  duty- 
charged  therefor,  has  ever  been  proposed  by  any 
member  to  be  imposed  on  the  loonage  of  Ihe 
United  Stales.    The  duly  on  tonnage  has  re- 
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nained  ibe  same  from  the  first  lawpassed  tliereoD. 
It  15  imall  and  nai  felt.  The  coasting  trade  of' 
(he  Uaited  Siates  is  counteaanced  in  a  peculiar 
maoocr.  It  is  confined  to  our  onn  vessels  and 
frre  of  charge.  Early  after  the  adoption  of  our 
CoDsiiiuiion,  Congress  passed  a  law,  levying  a 
heavy  duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  for  the  prooio- 
lioa  of  OUT  own  ;  and  chargiof;,  on  all^oods 
imported  in  foreign  vessels,  a  duty  of  tea  per 
cent,  on  tbe  duty  imposed  on  similar  goods 
when  imported  in  American  ships.  This  ay^item 
secnred  the  carriage  of  ell  goods  imported  iuio 
the  TJoited  States,  to  out  own  vessels,  and  lended 
ereailf  to  the  immense  loDoage  now  possessed 
by  the  merchants  of  the  Union.  This  advaaiage 
was  necexnary  to  promote  our  navigatioD,  wheo 
in  its  ia fancy,  but,  being  dow  in  its  manhood^  I 
should  have  iko  objeciioo  to  admit  foreign  ships 
oa  the  same  fooling  with  our  own,  to  such  fur- 
(igik  nations  as  would  admit  us  oo  terms  of  re- 
ciprocity  into  (heir  ports;  for,  on  equal  terms,  1 
hare  no  fear  of  the  enterprise  of  any  nation  be- 
ing superior  to  our  own.  A  system  was  adopted, 
■Dd  has  been  coatinued,  highly  just  in  itself  and 
proper,  which  conduced  to  the  imniense  neutral 
trade  carried  on  by  the  merchaois  of  the  United 
Stales.  Imeaa  ihesystem  of  granting  drawbacks 
on  le-espoiiatioD  of  foreign  goods — by  which 
system  tiie  nation  has  brao  greatly  enriched,  and 
Ihereby  aided  ia  the  payment  of  the  naiional  debt  j 
but  which  agricultural  men  may  permit  them- 1 
selves  innocently  to  believe,  has  contributed  to  | 
condocl  the  United  Stales  to  the  present  crisis,  j 
We,  the  merchants,  ought,  therefore,  to  be  cau- ! 
lioQs  how  we  i:harge  aaricultural  mai  with  hos- 
tility  to  commerce.  Had  Congress  been  justly 
chargeable  therewith,  they  had  a  fair  opportunity 
ofshowingit  in  1806,  when  your  tables  groaned 
«iih  memorials  from  the  seaport  towns.  They 
mifhi  iben  have  said,  What  have  the  agriculiu- 
raluts  to  do  with  your  neutral  commerce?  We 
will  protect  the  commerce  carried  on  in  native 
tiporis,  but  will  nut  entangle  the  nation  with 
those  of  foreizD  origin.  Didtheydoso?  No,siri 
thn,  ti  well  from  the  South  asfrom  the  North,  did 
lewe  their  willingness  to  support  and  protect 
aUibtlaJr  commerce  of  tlie  Union.  They  treated 
tke  nnDorials  with  respect,  and  this  House  acted 


Of  liiirty  Senators  present,  i 
ben  voted  against  the  resolui' 


e  to  the 
Presideiki.  Three  of  those  were  from  the  East,  two 
fmn  the  South,  and  two  from  the  West.  Those 
geotlemea  feared  that  we  should  be  implicated  in 
war  for  that  trade  which  (he  supporters  thereof 
•owwish  US  in  a  great  measure  to  relinquish.  For 
veie  the  embargo  ofi;  it  could  no  longer  be  pur- 
sued lo  any  port  of  Europe. 

Bnt,  Esy  gentlemen,  protecting  duties  have 
been  laid  ou  foreiiin  goodj  to  benefit  the  man- 
mlaciares  of  the  Union.  I  sincerely  wish  there 
had  been,  but  know  of  none,  except  on  shoes  and 
oasbip-building;  this  tatter  I  presume  commer- 
cial men  will  not  complaio  of.  The  duties  there- 
fore laid  were  to  obtaiu  revenue,  not  to  protect 
nanufiutnrei.   Nor  did  I  ever  until  now  bear  any 


gentleman  from  Connecticut  complain  or  oppose 
any  aid  conieraplated  for  our  manufactures.  The 
complaint  is  novel  to  me.  for  I  should  suppose  if 
any  Slate  in  the  Union  is  in  a  situation  to  benefit 
by  manufactures,  Connecticut,  from  her  popula- 
tion being  full,  will  be  that  Slate.  Some  smell 
duties  have  been  laid  to  protect  our  agriculture, 
such  as  on  hemp,  indigo,  and  sugars,  and  a  pro- 
tecting duly  laid  on  fish  imported  from  foreign 
countriex,  to  secure  the  consumption  of  our  own 
country  to  the  labor  of  its  own  fishermen,  to 
which  little  opposition  was  made  by  agricultural 
men.  In  truth,  Mr.  President,  there  bas  been  no 
act  of  hostility  shown  by  Congress  to  the  com- 
mercial  interest,  and  much,  very  much  of  real 
friendship  has  been  apparent  in  all  the  acts  of 
that  body. 

1  have  in  my  hand,  Mr.  President,  a  report  of 
a  committee  made  lo  Parliament  in  June  last. 
The  object  of  which  was  lo  point  out  what  aid 
could  be  afforded  to  their  sugar  planters  of  the 
West  Indies.  In  this  report  it  is  recommended 
"vigorously  to  blockade  toe  colonies  of  their  ene- 
mies," to  prevent  any  sugar,  cofiee,  or  other  colo- 
nial produce  being  brought  to  (he  Uniied  Slates 
from  thence,  to  compel  us  lo  go  to  their  islands 
for  the  supply  of  all  our  wants  of  sugar,  coffee, 
rum,  and  molasses,  and  be  subject  there  to  what- 
ever high  price  they  may  charge  (hereon,  and  lo 
whatever  duty  on  the  eiporlaiion  thereof  they 
may  think  proper  to  impose.  This  system,  which 
will  be  to  us  a  system  of  taxation,  has  already 
commenced,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  blockade  late- 
ly declared  of  all  (he  French  islands.  It  will  be 
continued,  sir,  and,  if  the  embargo  were  off,  we 
should  find  oarselvea  completely  excluded  froni 
the  benefits  which  gentlemen  have  promised  (hem- 
selves  by  a  trade  (hereto.  Retract  our  present 
measures,  Mr.  President,  and  we  submit  lo  every 
species  of  taxation  and  oppression  on  our  com- 
merce that  Great  Britain  or  France  may  think 
proper  lo  impose  thereon.  They  will  thiok  you 
a  degraded  people,  fit  only  to  be  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water  for  them.  Nor  is  this  vis- 
ionary ;  six  years  ego  the  British  Parliament  tax- 
ed you  in  company  with  their  own  colonies,  (for 
ihey  still  consider  you  as  colonies,)  wiib  a  duly 
on  all  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain,  of  four 
per  cent.,  wheo  to  ail  other  nations  they  charge 
but  one-and-a-half  per  cent.  Thus  imposing  on 
the  United  Stales  an  annual  tribuie  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars.  We  submitted  to  that  imposition, 
and  this  has  encouraged  them  to  proceed  with 
other  and  heavier  oppressions. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hill- 
BODBfi)  has  observed,  that,  were  the  embargo  off, 
merchants  would  buy  the  produce  of  the  land,  the 
farmer  would  be  relieved,  and  the  loss  arising 
from  capture  by  the  belligereots  would  fall  upon 
the  merchants.  Why  should  we  take  care  of 
them,  said  he,  let  the  merchants  take  care  of 
themselves.  Ia  this  ihe  language  used  when  the 
memorials  were  presented?  Did  we  then  (ell  (he 
merchants  to  protect  themselves?  And  is  this 
the  tender  friendship  the  gentleman  froni  Con- 
necticut meaas  to  show  to  the  commerce  of  the 
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Union  1  Had  such  language  come  from  n  Souib- 
ern  genileman,  the  hunorable  geniletaan  from 
CoDCieciicut  would  have  good  right  to  cnll  it  hos- 
tility to  commerce.  The  came  geDtleraan  has 
told  UB.  that,  ahhough  France  had  interdicted  our 
commerce  with  England,  before  the  passing  of 
the  embargo  law,  yet  insurance  did  not  rise  five 
percent,  on  thatacnounl.  The  (tentleraan  is  cor- 
rect— it  did  not  the  at  all,  fur  no  merchant  appre- 
headed  any  danger  from  French  capture  under 
the  Berlin  Decree  ;  for  the  eiplanaiion  given  to 
General  Armstrong  by  the  French  Minister  of 
Marine  gave  full  security  against  every  capture 
on  the  high  seas  by  the  cruisers  of  France;  for 
not  one  vessel  was  taken  under  that  decree  on 
the  high  seas;  of  course  insurance  never  rose  on 
that  account  in  America,  nor  in  England,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  examination  of  merchants  before 
Parliametii,  except  for  a  siiort  time.  Tbe  moment 
theeiplanatioo  given  to  General  Armstrong  came 
10  London  tbe  insurance  fell  to  its  usual  rales,  and 
this  will  account  why  insurance  did  not  rise  in 
America  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  embargo  law. 
But,  sir,  it  would  be  very  different  were  the  trade 
open  and  our  vessels  subject  to  cnpture  under  the 
Milan  Decree.  Privateers  of  France,  knowing 
that  OUT  trade  was  DDproiecied,  would  swarm 
upon  the  ocean,  and  capture  all  that  would  be  left 
from  the  depredations  of  Qreai  Britain. 

Should  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo 
prevail,  I  have  very  little  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  premium  of  insurance  on  vessels  bound 
to  England  would,  in  a  short  time,  rise  to  tweniv 
or  Iwenty-Gve  per  cent,  against  capture  by  Frencn 
cruisers;  and  that  no  premium  would  induce  the 
offices  to  underwrite  vessels  bound  to  the  Cooti- 
neol  of  Europe  against  British  cruisers. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Llovd,)  tiiat  one  of  the  belligerents 
makes  war  upon  tiie  woild  far  universal  domin- 
ion,  and  the  other  for  hei  natalt  »olum.  For  my 
part,  Mr.  Presideoi,  J  cannot  conceive  why  tbe 
United  States  should  take  part  with  either.  Our 
policy  has  been  '*  entanglements  with  no  foreign 
nation."  I  hope,  sir,  we  shall  never  turn  Don 
Q,uiioIeBinsupport  of  one  nation  whose  object  is 
universal  dominion  on  the  land,  nor  in  favor  of 
the  other,  whose  object  (more  injurious  to  us)  is 
tyranny  and  universal  dominion  on  the  iieas.  The 
aame  gentleman  has  told  us  of  immense  fortunes 
being  made  in  Canada,  by  the  edvantiiges  deriv- 
ins  to  the  merchants  there,  from  our  embargo.  I 
believe  there  have  been  evaaionsin  the  articles  of 
pot  and  pearl  ashes,  which  went  to  Canada,  but  I 
cannot  think  il  could  amounl  lo  the  quantity  iu- 
rinuated.  The  priocipal  trade  to  that  colony  has 
been  the  export  of  specie,  where  bills  of  exchange 
on  London  nave  been  purchased  at  Sve  per  cent. 
below  par,  and  sold  at  Boston  and  New  York  at 
■even  and  a  half  per  cent,  above  par.  The  proGis 
resulting  therefrom  has  been  lo  itie  merchants  of 
those  cities.  Tbe  injury  to  the  nation  bas  been 
tbe  export  of  its  specie.  Measures,  no  doubt,  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  auch  injury. 

The  (renileman  has  said  that,  if  the  embargo 
were  off  and  we  were  brought  into  a  war  by  her 


conduct,  that  Great  Britain  would  sorely  repent 
it,  for  that  the  loss  of  Canada  and  perhsp!<  of  No- 
va Scotia  would  be  the  consequence.  The  snme 
gentleman  has  told  us  that  Great  Britain  will  be 
able  10  obtain  timbpr  and  lumber  of  ail  kinds  suf- 
ficient for  her  wants  from  Norway  and  Swcilen. 
He  is  mistaken  ;  fur  Norway  belongs  lo  the  Dane, 
from  whose  King  the  British  plundered  at  Co- 
penhagen sufficient  for  their  navy  for  some  time, 
and  Sweden  cannot  supply  Great  Britain  with 
Slaves  and  other  articles  of  lumber.  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  that  our  ships  are  our  farms  j  that 
our  Govercraeniisnsmuch  bound  to  protect  them 
as  they  are  lo  protect  terra  firma  ;  and,  sir,  it  was 
fur  their  protection,  and  not  for  the  proleclinn  of 
the  land,  that  the  embargo  was  laid^  and  thai  pur- 
pose has  mostefiectually  been  obtained. 

Great  Britain  will  also  feel  severely  the  want 
of  our  commerce  to  her  East  India  possessiocs; 
nay,  sir,  it  has  already  been  felt  there — our  im- 
ports from  thence  amount  to  about  four  millions 
annually,  for  which  we  make  payment  in  Spanish 
dollars;  the  goods  we  purena«e  are  inferior  to 
those  made  for  the  India  Company.  The  want 
of  such  vent  for  so  large  a  quantity  of  goods  will 
be  felt;  it  has  been,  for  tbe  prices  thereof  fell 
Iwenty-Sve  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent, 
in  Calcutta,  the  instant  they  were  informed  of  the 
embargo.  And,  sir,  the  Governmentof  India  will 
feel  it  as  well,  arising  from  the  complaints  of  those 
who  manufnciure,  as  in  the  want  of  the  annual 
supply  of  four  million  dollars.  Indeed,  sir,  I  am 
inturmed  by  a  respectable  gentleman  just  arrived 
from  Calcutta,  that  the  Government  of  India,  nnd 
English  subjects  residing  there,  were  greatly  dis- 
tressed when  they  were  informed  that  an  embar- 
go had  been  laid  in  ihe  United  States— they  con- 
sider it  as  a  measure  peculiarly  injurious  to  that 
Government. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  before  I  conclude,  to 
lake  a  view  of  the  dangers  which  would  result  to 
our  commerce  in  case  the  resolution  should  ob- 
lain.  All  American  vessels  bound  to  Great  Brit- 
ain or  any  of  her  possessions  in  the  East  or  West 
Indies,  or  in  Europe,  would  be  subject  to  capture 
by  French  cruisers  under  ihe  decrees  of  France. 

All  Atnerican  vessels  bound  to  Russia,  Den- 
marh.  Hamburg.  Bremen,  Holland,  France,  Italy. 
the  Turkish  dominions,  Austria,  or  aoy  part  of 
Spain  or  Portugal,  io  possession  of  French  troops, 
would  be  subject  to  capture  by  British  cruisers 
under  their  Orders  of  Council,  enforced  by  an  act 
of  Parliament.  In  this  stale  of  insecurity  and 
danger  to  our  commerce,  I  cannot  give  my  con- 
sent to  adopi  ibc  measure  under  consideralion- 

I  will  terminate  by  making  use  of  an  observa- 
tion of  Mr.  Canning,  which  I  coaceive  equally 
applicable  to  us  in  our  present  situation : 

''  Characler  is  power.  To  lose  our  character  is 
'  lo  loss  a  maierial  part  of  our  power ;"  again: 
"Notadouhl  shall  remain,  to  distant  times,  of 
'our  determination  and  of  our  ability  to  havecon- 
'  lioued  resistance ;  and  that  no  step  which  could 
'even  miswkenly  be  construed  into  concession, 
'  should  be  taken  on  our  pad,  while  it  can  be  a 
*  question,  whether  the  plan  devised  for  our  de- 
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'  straecioa  has,  or  hai  not,  either  completelf  fail- 
'  ed.  or  beea  unequiToeally  atraDdoDed." 

When  Mr.  Smith  bad  concladed,  the  Senate 
tdjoamed. 

TeBsDAr,  November  29. 
The  Sensie  resumed  the  coDsideraiioD  of  the 
mouon  for  cfae  recoasideratioD  of  the  vole  of  the 
^  ^hinjiaDt,  forTeceiTiDg  anil  reading  the  inslruc- 
tioDiafibe  Xiegistatureof  the  Stale  of  Ma.isaehu- 
Ktulo  their  Seoators  on  the  subject  ot  ibe  eni- 
lu|oj  and  on  molioa,  by  Mr.  Andersoh,  the 
motioa  for  recODsideraiion  was  withdiawD,  and 
ibe  instnictions  were  read. 

Xi.  GiLxs  gare  notice  ibat  he  should,  to  mor- 
nw.ak.  leave  to  bring  ia  a  bill  appropriating  a 
fraof  moaeytoeDable  the  President  of  tbeUoi- 
inl  States  to  call  into  service  the  seamea  autbor- 
atihy  the  act  of  the  5tk  of  March,  1807,  not  ex- 
neding  fire  hundred. 

THE  EMBARGO, 
The  Senate  resumed  the  coDsideratioa  of  the 
motioti  made  an  the  11th  instant,  for  repealing 
the  ''Aet  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
>*l*  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  (he  United  States, 
and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto." 

Mi.  Hillbohbb  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Fre«ideDt:  When  I  oQered  the  resolution 
for  a  removal  of  the  embargo,  and  submitted  my 
maaiis  to  the  Senate,  I  was  impressed  with  seri- 
oor  apprehensions  for  our  country's  welfare,  on 
aceouDl  of  the  embarrassments  so  forcibly  de- 
xiibed,  and  which  have  been  painted  in  such 
vivid  colors,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Ur.  GfLBS.)     It  was  because  I  felt  anxious  thai 
we  should  extricate  ourselves  as  soon  as  possible 
from  those  embarrassments,  that  I  came  forward 
thus  early  with  my  resolution.     I  had  been  led 
to  bdieve,  and  still  believe,  that  the  way  to  extri- 
cate oorselres  is,  to  explore  the  causes  of  our  dif- 
iculiies,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  facts,  and 
10  bar*  a  candid  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the 
potky  and  expediency  of  our  present  measures) 
t^  iC  anfortDnalely,  we  should  be  found  in  an 
BN^we  may  retrace  our  atepi,  and  not,  by  an 
otnnte  perseverance  therein,  involve  our  coun- 
try LB  nin.     Little  did  1  expect  that  I  should  be 
ehiilid  with  having  proposed  a  tame  submission 
fo&nifn  agression,  or  a  disposition  to  abandon 
oar  nennal  rights,  or  surrender  the  independence 
ofay  country — much  less,  with  having  forgotten 
ihespirtiandpolicv  of  "76.  which  carried  us  safely 
tfaroogh  the  Revolution,  and  achieved  our  inde- 
pendence-    Iconfined  myself  to  general  remarks, 
■ad  was  not,  perhaps,  so  particular  as  I  ought  to 
have  been,  to  make  myself  understood.    I  shall, 
therefore,  now  take  the  liberty  of  stating  whxt 
was  the  ipirit  and  policy  of  76;  audi  shall  be 
able  to  show,  from  public  documents  and  records, 
thai,  as  long  as  that  spirit  and  policy  were  pur- 
stied,  thry  secured  us  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  in- 
dependence, and  caused  oar  maritime  rights  to  be 
respected.      Unfortunately  for  our  country ,  it  was 
a  departure  from  that  policy  that  has  brought  us 
lOlll  Cos.  2d  Sess.— 6 


into  our  present  siluation.  It  is  not  surprisiDg 
that  many  mistakes  should  be  made  respecting 
the  spirit  and  policy  of '76  by  those  who  roust 
have  derived  their  information  from  tradition, 
and  not  from  their  own  personal  observation.  1 
have  noticed  that  many  of  those  who  say  most 
on  that  subject,  were  either  not  born,  or  were  ia 
their  cradles,  or  have  since  migrated  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  and  blessings  of 
thai  Revolution. 

The  patriots  and  statesmen  who  guided  our 
public  councils  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution,  believing  our  rights  were  invaded. 
and  our  liberties  endangered  by  the  arbitrary  ana 
unwarrantable  claims  o(  the  British  Parliameni, 
resorted  first  to  respectful  petitions  and  remon- 
strances to  indnce  the  British  Government  to 
abandon  their  unjust  claims,  and  adopt  such 
measures  as  would  secure  our  rights  and  liber- 
ties. But,  when  these  means  were  found  to  be 
inefiectual,  they  nobly  dared  to  make  their  appeal 
to  arras,  and  to  declare  themselves  a  free  and  in- 
dependeat  nation.  And,  though  we  were  with- 
out a  regular  organized  Qovernmeni,  and  had 
neither  Army  nor  Navy,  they  dared,  in  defence  of 
their  just  rights,  to  wage  war  with  a  powerful 
nation.  They  did  not  tell  us  that  we  must  aban- 
don uur  right  to  navigate  the  ocean,  or  yield  up 
any  other  ri^ht  because  of  surrounding  dangers. 
The  maxims  then  were  that,  rights  which  were 
not  worth  defilading,  were  no  rights;  that,  to  be 
respected,  we  most  convince  others  that  we  would 
not  lamely  submit  lo  insult ;  and  that,  to  preserve 
peace,  we  must  be  prepared  for  war.  This  spirit 
and  policy  carried  us  safely  through  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  esiablished  our  independence,  and 
secured  our  sovereignty,  one  essential  attribute  of 
which,  is  the  right  to  navigate  the  ocean.  In 
1763  we  obtained  an  iionorahle  peace.  In  1793. 
war  having  commenced  between  France  and 
England,  our  maritime  rights  were  invaded  by 
thelailer,  and  our  vessels  were  captured  and  con- 
demned under  the  memorable  November  orders. 
An  attempt  was  then  made  to  introduce  the  same 
policy,  to  defend  our  rights  and  vindicate  our 
^onor,  which  is  now,  and  for  some  time  has  been, 
in  the  flood  tide  of  experiment.  The  famous  res- 
olutions proposing  duties  of  discrimination  be- 
tween foreign  nations,  the  entering  into  a  com- 
mercial warfare  with  England,  and  proposition* 
for  a  non-intercourse  law,  and  sequestration  of 
British  debts,  will  be  remembered.  The  Journals 
of  that  session  of  Congress  contain  a  record  of 
hem,  and  will  show  who  were  the  friends  and 
idvocates  of  that  policy. 

Fortunately  for  the  nation,  we  then  had  a  Chief 
dagiatrale  who  was  actuated  by  the  spirit,  and 
veil  knew,  and  was  determined  to  pursue,  the  pol- 
icy of  76.  He  boldly  came  forward,  and  put  an 
end  to  all  those  projects  by  nominating  an  Envoy 
Extraordinary  to  ihe  Court  of  Qreal  Bntain,  to 
remoobtrate  agatriFt  the  wrongs,  and  demand  sat- 
isfaction for  the  injuries  we  had  sustained.  That 
islcr  was  not  sent  out  with  a  non-imporlaiion 
lon-intereourse  act  in  his  hand,  which,  the 
President  well  knew,  would  have  been  understood 
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and  consiJered  by  Greal  BrilBin  in  ihe  oature  of 
a  threat,  or  an  aitetnpl  lo  coerce,  and  would  de- 
feat the  object  of  the  niigMon.  He  was  io  reality 
sent  with  the  olive  brancb,  oo  Ibe  priociple  of  a 
fair  aod  honorable  negotiation. 

Id  ihe  meaoiime,  knowing  that  a  failure  of  the 
negotiation  must  result  in  war,  or  an  abandoD- 
menl  of  our  tights,  every  preparation  to  meet 
Ihe  event  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  coun- 
try to  make,  was  made.  Laws  were  passed  for 
fortifying  out  ports  and  harbors;  to  provide  a 
Navy;  to  erect  arsenals,  and  provide  magazines; 
for  raising  artillerists  and  engineers ;  for  directing 
a  detachment  from  the  militia;  to  prohibit  Ihe 
exportation  of  arms  and  ainmunition,  and  to  en- 
courage the  iroporiatioD  of  the  same ;  lo  buitd  or 
purchase  vessels  to  be  armed  and  equipped  as 
{alleys,  or  otherwise;  and  for  making  further  and 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States.  These  several 
acts  were  passed  in  Ihe  short  space  of  about  ten 
weeks,  and,  not  only  found  iheir  way  into  the 
statute  book,  but  were  promptly  carried  into  eie- 
CUtioQ;  and,  being  laws  of  a  mere  municipal 
nature,  providing  for  our  internal  security  and 
defence,  ihey  gave  no  umbrage  to  Great  Britain. 
Yet  the^  spoke  a  language  she  well  understood. 
What  was  the  consequence  7  Great  Britain  ad- 
mitted our  claim,  revoked  her  ordefs,  and  made 
satisfaction  fur  the  injury  ;  and  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded, under  which  our  citi^teos  have  received 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  Josses  they  sustained 
by  the  capture  and  condemnatioa  of  our  vessels. 
And,  since  it  went  into  operation,  as  ihe  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  candidly  admits,  the  United 
States  have  enjoyed  unexampled  prosperity. 

France,  still  at  war  with  England,  had  expect- 
ed that  the  differences  between  England  and  the 
United  States  would  involve  the  two  countries 
in  war.  DissalisQed,  therefore,  with  the  treaty, 
France  manifested  an  unfriendly  disposition  to- 
wards our  Government.  In  1797,  the  spoliations 
committed  under  the  outrageous  decrees  of  Fiance 
were  snch  as  could  no  longer  be  tolerated  consist- 
ently with  our  national  honor  and  interesL  and 
the  French  Government  had,  morcnver,  refused 

It  was  once  more  fortunate  for  the  nation  that 
our  then  Chief  Magistrate,  and  the  Councils  of 
our  country,  were  still  under  the  influence  ant 

fiidance  of  the  spirit  and  policy  of '76.  Envoy: 
xiraordinary  were  sent  to  remonstrate  agaips 
the  injuries  we  were  suffering  and  to  demand  sat 
isfaction — not  accompanied  by  n o ii -imports I ioi 
laws,  or  any  other  acts  or  resolutions  which  coult 
wound  the  pride  of  that  niition.  At  Ihe  sami 
lime.  Congress  provided  means  of  defence,  st 
that  the  nation  might  be  prepared  to  avenge  it: 
wrongs,  and  vindicate  its  honor,  in  case  of  i 
refusal  on  the  part  of  France  lo  do  us  justice. 
Laws  were  passed,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  for^DCouraging  the 
importation  thereof;  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  the  pons  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stales;  to 
authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia,  and 
provide  a  naval  armament. 


France  did  refuse  to  treat,  and  rejected  our 
[inistcrs.  What- was  the  result?  Not  long,  de< 
iiled,  diplomatic  correspondeaces, further  remoa- 
rancen,  and  paper  resolutions,  A  negotiation  of 
different  nature  commenced.  We  spoke  a  lao- 
giiage  not  to  be  misunderstood.  We  spoke  from 
the  mouth  of  the  cannon.  Our  treaties  with  her 
were  annulled  ;  all  intercourse  prohibited;  oar 
merchant  vessels  authorized  to  arm,  and  defend 
themselves  against  French  privateers;  an  armv 
was  raised,  and  our  little  Navy  equipped,  manned, 
and  sent  out  lo  protect  our  commerce  and  capture 
the  armed  vessels  of  France.  A  war,  not  of  of- 
fence, but  defence,  was  commenced.  Naval  con- 
flicts soon  ensued,  and  a  French  frigate  was  taken, 
aftera  bard  fought  battle,  bv  an  American  frigate 
commanded  by  the  gallant  Truitun.  The  French 
privateers  and  piratical  boats  which  had  annoyed 
our  trade  were  swept  from  the  ocean,  our  com- 
merce resumed  ils  wonted  activity,  and  our  ves- 
sels again  navigated  in  safety  every  sea.  What 
was  the  conduct  of  France?  A  declaration  of 
warl  Farfromit,  Thoughshe  had  beforetreat- 
ed  us  with  indignity,  the  manly  altitude  we  as- 
sumed in  defence  of  our  rights  and  national  honor 
commanded  her  respect,  aod  she  proposed  and 
entered  into  a  negotiation,  which  ended  in  a  treaty 
that  was  ratified  by  boih  Governments,  and  wa* 
finally  promulgated  by  a  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  on  the  SIst  of  De- 
cember, leOl,  At  this  period  the  American  flag 
was  respected  in  every  sea,  and  the  American 
name  and  character  were  honored  by  all  nations. 

Since  that  period,  unfortunately  for  our  coun- 
try, a  difTerenl  policy  has  prevailed  io  the  public 
councils,  founded,  no  doubt,  on  the  idea  that''« 
just  naiion  is  trusted  on  its  word,  while  wars  are 
only  necessary  to  nations  of  an  opposite  char.ie- 
ter."  A  policy  calculated  onto  save  the  necessity 
of  ships  of  war.  and  exactly  comporiing  with 
some  of  the  modern  ideas  of  economy.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  policy,  our  Navy  has  been  suffered 
to  decline,  and  some  of  our  ships  have,  for  years, 
been  moored,  to  rol,  in  the  mud  of  ihe  Eastern 
Branch  of  the  Potomac. 

Many  efforts  have  been  made,  bnt  in  rain,  for 
removing  our  little  fleet  into  the  salt  water  to  pro- 
tect our  commerce,  at  least  on  out  coast,  and  te 
secure  us  from  being  insulted  within  our  owo 
jurisdiction,  by  the  armed  vessels  of  the  belliger- 
ents. We  were  told  that  if  our  ships  went  out, 
and  should  meet  with  foreign  vessels  depredating 
on  our  commerce,  or  insulting  our  Government, 
ibey  would  fight,  and  we  should  have  war.  That 
our  ships  woind  &ght,  on  proper  occasions,  I  hara 

Though  Ihe  discouragements  which  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  t>f  our  naval  prosperity  have 
greatly  tended  lo  depress  the  martial  spirit,  il  kIiII 
exists,  and,  if  an  opporiunitj'  presents,  will  be 
drawn  forth  into  action.  Believing  this,  I  conG- 
denlly  rely  on  our  being  ultimately  able  to  extri* 
cate  ourselves  from  the  perplexing  and  distressing 
eiination  described  b^  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. That  this  opinion  is  correct,  the  conduct 
of  our  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean  sea  fur- 
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aishf  ample  proof.  The  war  wiih  Tripoli  bas 
■flbrded  the  oalj  acIJTC  and  honorable  employ- 
mem  which  our  Navy  has  had  since  tbe  Treaty 
wilb  France ;  and  in  which  the  fcallaDi  deeds  of 
oar  liitle  band  of  heroes,  deeds  worthy  of  ihe 
AmericaD  name  and  character,  have  CoTiiiiiaDded 
the  idmiralioD  aad  applause  of  surruuadiag  na- 
tions; aod  the  recollcctioo  thereof  wilt  be  cher- 
iifaed  ij  the  American  pieople,  when  yonder  mar- 
ble noDUmeDt,  erected  in  hoooi  of  those  heroes 
win  feU  before  Tripoli,  shall  be  mouldered  into 
ivt- 

TheqaestioQ  recurs.  What  is  the  cause  of  our 
present  embarrassmeDts — what  has  brought  us 
iDtDosr  present  sad  dilemma?  For  a  pad  one  it 
ii,  if  it  be  trtie  that  'we  are  reduced  to  the  alter- 
ucireaf a  ^rariv^ith  both  belligerents, or  tbecon- 
daaanceof  the  present  embargo  system.  Surely 
tbey  could  not  nave  originated  in  party  newspa- 
per pablicBtion.t,  or  the  electioneering  squabbler 
of  the  int  and  the  cntia.  The  effects  of  these  are 
greiliy  overrated.  *Fhough  tbey  produce  moeh 
ticilemeat  and  noise  here,  they  make  but  a  small 
imptessioa  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  The 
pablie  documents  on  our  table — those  furnished 
uilseMtoQ  »r  Congress,  and  information  in  pos- 
tessioDof  the  Senate — show  that  our  difGculties 
iiiie  rrani  our  having'  forsaken  the  spirit  aod  de- 
paned  from  the  policy  of  TS,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
adopted  that  retiring  policy  which  recommends 
iheabandonment  of  our  right  to  navigate  the  ocean, 
beeiQM  our  commerce  is  exposed  to  danger  from 


'[ace  diDger  to  secure  that  right,  and  would  not 
the  nmc  spirit  prompt  us  to  hazard  something  in 
its  derence  7 

It  it  a  painful  task  to  me  to  undertake  to  point 
out  ibe  impolicy  and  iinpcoprieiy  of  our  present 
syMnD  of  measures  ;  bat  I  see  no  other  wny  of 
iToidiag  those  evils  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tiiginia  has  so  forcibly  described,  (to  remove 
■whieh  I  would  moat  cordially  oo-operaie,  or  to 
ifcet  that  union  in  our  public  councils  which  he 
uitdeDtly  desires,  and  which  I  most  devoutly 
viiV(or,)  than  by  goiog  into  the  inquiry,  lo  dis- 
Min  where  the  error  lies. 

Ivill  go  no  further  back  than  lo  1S06,  ihe  date 
of  ike  memorials  of  the  meicbaatsor  New  Haven, 
aod  the  great  cities  aud  towns  on  the  leacoasi, 
nowinttoduced  by  the  gentlemau  from  Eeniue- 
tf.fMr.PoPE.)  They  complained  of  aggressions 
on  tbeit  commerce  by  Great  Britain,  ana  prayed 
that  the  protecting  arm  of  Government  might  be 
extended  for  their  relief.  The  Boston  memorial 
suggisted  a  special  mission.  They  expected,  no 
doubt,  that  the  Envoy  would  be  sent,  as  hereto- 
fore, to  attempt  a  friendly  negolialion  of  differ- 
ences; DOt  to  hold  out  a  non-xmportaiioTi  act  for 
an  eliwbrancA,  or  to  be  bound  by  instructions  lo 
demaad  as  an  vltimaliim  that  the  American  flag 
should  protect  all  persons  on  board  our  merchant 
vesstk;  which  the  British  Goveromcnt contended 
could  DOt  be  granted,  because,  ihey  said,  it  would 
lend  lo  nnntan  their  navy,  and  cripple  that  im- 
porUDt  means  of  defeuct  against  a  powerful  and 


enraged  foe.  And  as  ihey  disclaiined  all  right  of 
impressing  American  seamen,  ibey  supposed  that 
our  claim,  in  its  utmost  extent,  might  be  consid- 
ered a  measure  cnlculeied  to  withdraw  from  their 
service  their  own  ^eamen,  rather  than  to  protect 
real  American  seamen.  This  had  been  the  sub- 
ject of  negotiation,  as  well  under  the  former  as 
thepresenl  Administra tion, and  tbe  point  bad  bees 
pressed  as  far  as  could  be  of  any  avail.  The  like 
answer  was  given  lu  both  Administrations — ih« 
principle  cannot  be  admitted. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  read  a  reso- 
lution, declaring  that  there  had  been  a  violation 
ot  our  neutral  rights,  and  an  encroachment  upon 
our  national  independence,  by  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  our  vessels  under  the  Orders  of 
the  British  Government ;  which  resolution  passed 
in  February,  1S06,  by  Ibe  unanimous  vote  of  tbe 
Senate — a  vote  that  does  honor  to  that  body,  a* 
it  exhibits  to  the  nation,  and  lo  tbe  world,  that 
whatever  may  be  the  collision  of  party  on  tubjecla 
of  minor  importance,  whenever  it  is  a  question  iu 
regard  to  the  defence  of  our  own  rights,  and  the 
iQtcreskof  a  foreign  Power,  we  are  ait  undivided 
people.  Yet.  notwithstanding  this  unanimous 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  and  th« 
appointment  of  an  Envoy,  which  took  place  at 
this  time,  no  measures  of  defence  were  adopted. 
A  non-importation  act  was  passed  and  relied  upon 
for  maintaining  our  claims.  This  was  declared 
Id  public  debate;  and,  being  made  known,  could 
not  be  concealed.  It  was  wafted  to  England  be- 
fore our  Envoy  could  reach  her  shores.  So  far 
from  being  able  to  use  that  act  for  tbe  purpose  of 
enforcing  our  clitlms,  to  prevent  its  being  an  in- 
superable bar  to  negatiaiion,  our  Ministers  inform 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  tbeir  letter  of  Septem- 
ber U,  1806,  that,  in  speaking  to  the  British  Min- 
ister of  that  act,  they  mentioned  it  in  these  terms: 
''After  a  short  riddicallaaof  iheact,  in  the  course 
'  of  wliict)  we  did  not  omit  to  represent  it  in  con- 
'  nexiua  with  the  special  mission  which  grew  out 
'  of  ii,  as  manifesting  the  frieoJly  sentiments  and 
'  views  of  our  Government  towards  that  of  Hia 
'  Majesty." 

Although  the  mission  failed  of  success,  have  we 
not  reason  to  believe,  from  the  documents  laid 
before  Congress,  that,  if  the  instructions  had  been 
as  liberal, and  the  negotiation  bad  been  conducted 
in  the  spirit  and  policy  of  1776,  as  was  that  of 
1794,  which  doubtless  was  expected  by  those  mer- 
chants, it  would  have  had  a  like  favorable  termi- 
nation; an  JDiimation  having  been  previously 
given,  by  tbe  British  Minister,  of  a  disposition 
(which,  in  diplomatic  proceedings,  is  taniamount 
to  a  direct  offer)  to  renew  the  former  Irealy- 
under  which  we  had  enjoyed  lea  years'  peace, 
and  (to  use  the  expression  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia)  unexampled  prosperity — lo  remain  ia 
force  two  years  after  the  lerminalioo  of  the  pres- 
ent war.  Tbe  overture  was  not  accepted,  from 
an  appieliension,  perhaps,  that  our  dexterity  in 
managing  a  oeguiiatioo,  aided  by  sucb  measure* 
as  tbe  present  policy  might  dictate,  would  enable 
us  to  obtain  belter  terms.  Thut  the  non-import- 
ation act  did  not  aid,  but  tended  to  obstruct,  a 


.dbyGoo^le 


167 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESfa. 


168 


fiieodly  aJijiimeDt.  is  manirest  from  ihe  follow- 
ing DOle  of  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland, 
addressed  lo  our  Ministers: 

DowRiHe  Stbiit,  Sept.  4,  180fl. 

Omtlimeh  :  We  have  rereiied  ■  eepj  (wnt  by  you 
■I  oar  requeil)  of  the  act  of  Congrett  lo  prohibit,  fram 
mnd  Bft^r  the  Efteenlh  of  NoTcmber,  the  import  into 
the  territorici  of  the  Uaitcd  Htatu  of  a  very  laige  de- 
■CTiption  of  gooiU,  wares,  and  merchandiie,  frDm  any 
port  or  place  situated  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

On  a  full  consideration  of  that  act,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  expresa  our  etinest  hope  and  eipeclation  (hat 
wnce  moani  may  be  found  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
■  measure  so  oppoaite  in  its  temper  and  lendsTioy  lo 
the  dLBposittoii  and  views  with  which  our  pending 
negotiition  has  been  commeDced  and  is  carrying  on. 

The  meaaure,  unless  auapendad,  will  take  efiect,  if 
not  before  our  discussions  can  be  closed,  at  least  before 
itia  possible  that  their  result  can  be  known  in  tfas  Uni- 


itry,  by  which  mutual  irritstion  would  be  el- 
ated, and  freah  impediments  created  inthe  way  of  anch 
a  final  adjuslmeat  as  we  truat  ia  mutually  desired. 

We  rely  on  you  for  taking  Rach  immediate  steps  in 
dlis  business  as  may  best  contribute  lo  a  bsppy  termi- 
nation of  our  treaty,  and  to  a  cordial  and  permanent 
Aiendabip  between  Hia  Majesty's  subjects  and  the  '' 
sens  of  the  United  Btates. 

We  hiTs  the  honor  to  be  your  faithful,  humble 
•mants,  VASSAL  HOLLAND, 

AUCKLAND. 

Onr  Minialers  did  recommeDd  a  suspension  of 
the  act,  and  it  was  accofdingly  suspended. 

Theeflecis  u^nally  produced  b^a  policy  which 
altempta  lo  coerce,  by  threats  addressed  to  an 
independent  Power,  were  exetnpliSed  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Ma- 
drid, appointed  noon  after  the  com  men  cement  of 
the  present  Adminisiraiion.  Afipr  [iroiracted  dip- 
loTDBtic  discussions,  In  which  our  Minister  labored 
to  convince  the  Spanish  Governraent  of  the  jus- 
tice of  our  claim,  and  thepropnely  of  their  acced- 
ing to  it,  and  thisappeal  to  tiieir  reason  had  proved 
ineSectnal,  a  laat  attempt  was  made,  in  a  pomp- 
ons, gasconadins  note,  in  which  (as  well  as  I 
remeenber,from faring  heard  the  correspondence 
once  read)  our  Minister  informed  the  Govern- 
meni  of  Spain  thai  ihe  United  Slates  were  a  great, 
powerful, and  high-spirited  nation,  who  woufd  not 
■ubmil  to  injury  or  insult,  and  concluded  by  teji- 
ing  the  Spanish  Minister  that  there  were  only 
two  modes  of  aeiiling  controversies  between  oa' 
tioDs— arbitration  or  war.  The  Spanish  Minis- 
ter returned  for  answer,  that  the  King  his  master 
bad  commanded  him  to  inform  the  American  Min- 
ister he  should  not  choose  Hrbilration. 

Thus  has  the  matter  rested,  and  our  claims  are 
■till  unsatisfied. 

When  it  was  discovered  that  (he  United  States 
had  abandoned  the  spirit  and  policy  of  17T6,  and 
placed  their  dependence  on  acts  of  Congress, 
paper  resolutions,  and  diplomatic  remonstrances, 
as  their  system  of  defence,  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? Repeatedviolationsofourneulral  rights, 
and  Ihe  capture  and  coodemnaiionof  our  vessels. 


Long  and  elaborate  reasonings  have  been  gone 
into  (o  establish  our  riehts,  and  induce  a  change 
in  theconduciof  those  Powers,  and  to  cause  iheia 
(o  respect  our  rigbls,bu(atl  to  no  purpose.  Evils 
have  been  accumulating  upon  us  to  (hat  degree, 
(hat  we  are  now  told,  that,  (o  save  our  indepen- 
dence and  honor,  and  secure  our  rights,  we  must 
agree  to  a  continued  embargo — "  a  permanent  sus- 
pension of  commerce" — that  is,  to  preserve  our 
rights,  we  must  abandon  them  aliogetner.  Logic, 
this,  which  I  do  not  understand!  If  there  be  wis- 
dom or  policy  ia  the  measure,  it  is  beyond  mr 
comprehension.  Had  (his  been  the  spirit  and  pol- 
icy of  1776,  should  we  ever  have  achieved  our 
independeneel  should  we  now  occupy  these  seats, 
under  Ibe  Constitution  ofthe  Uni(ed  Slates?  Out 
rights  are  attacked  on  the  ocean  ;  we  are  called 
upon  (0  abandon  them.  If  our  shores  should  be 
invaded,  would  not  this  retiring  policy  invite  us 
to  flee  to  the  mountain)? 

On  my  mind,  there  rests  not  the  smallest  doubt, 
that  if  our  public  councils  bad  been  undevialingly 
guided  by  tlie  spirit  and  policyof  1776,  we  should 
neither  bare  had  war,  nor  been  under  the  neces- 
sity, in  obedience  to  our  own  laws,  of  abandon- 
ing the  ocean,  and  submitting  to  the  loss  of  a  com- 
merce second  only  in  importance  to  that  of  any 
nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe :  whereby  we  are 
called  upon  to  make  a  sacriGce  of  property  greater 
than  (he  whole  expense  of  all  the  armaments  and 
other  defensive  measures  adopted  under  both  the 
former  Administrations  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce  and  the  vindication  of  our  nat'onal 
honor.  In  point  of  real  economy,  then,  wq  are 
losers  to  a  vast  amount.    And  to  what  extent  these 

Crivations  and  suSerings  are  to  be  carried,  and 
ow  long  (0  be  continued,  cannot  be  foreseen. 
Gentlemen  who  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  era* 
bargo  tell  us  that  Grent  Britain  has  obtained  (he 
complete  dominion  ofthe  sea;  that  she  ia  proud, 
haughty,  avaricious;  and  that  her  object  ia  lo 
obiRin  the  commerce  and  carrying  trade  of  the 
world.  After  having  secured  the  quiet  possession 
thereof,  will  she  peaceably  suffer  us  lo  become  her 
rival?  Will  sha  not  tell  us,  you  voluntarily  aban- 
doned, and  shall  not  again  assume,  them  ?  And 
would  it  not  be  attended  will 


it  the  p 


It  not  be  attended  with  more  danger,  ex- 
and  difficulty,  to  regain  them,  (ban  to  hold 


,n1 


should  we  address  her  from  that  retire- 
ment recommended  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, as  dignified ;  a  retirement  in  which  would 
be  dissipated  the  resources  and  wealth  of  (he  op- 
tion. In  vain,  I  say,  should  we  address  her  with 
arguments  the  most  forcible  to  prove  our  risht  to 
navigaie  (he  ocean.  In  vain  sliould  we  ask  het 
consent,  though  we  were  to  employ  (he  persuasive 
eloquence  of  (hat  gentleman,  to  permit  us  to  re- 
sume  our  extended  and  profitable  commerce.  We 
should  come  forth  from  our  dignified  letirement 
under  great  disadvantages  to  commence  a  new 
— a:.,  r .,.  .jg),!  ,g  navigate  the  ocean.    The 


conflict  for  oi 


have  made  ^ 

alone  to  matniain  (he  cooSict. 
Or  perhaps  we  may  have  to  contend  with  an 
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enemf  all  powerful  on  the  Unil,  and  who  maf  ba- 
eome formidable  on  the  sea;  wild  a  Power  that  hai 
Jbc  >  focig  time  cast  a  wishful  eye  lowaids  the 
Uit  fietds  of  America,  and  has  almost  kept  up 
eoDltaaal  claim  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Uailed 
Siaiei,  which  was  once  wiibia  bei  embrace,  and 
which  was  wrested  from  her  by  tbe  war  of  1756. 
ThcD  may  we  expect  la  see  aaopted  ihe  ancient 
Roohb  policy — (he  tumiDg;  out  of  the  old  pro- 
prieton  of  the  soil  to  make  way  for  military  ad- 
Tunirers.  Then  might  we  expect  the  feudal 
ayii^  is  all  ils  aDcient  rigor. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  told  us  that 
bu  brother  farmers  must  raise  less  produce,  and 
tm  iheic  anrplus  labor  to  improve  aod  beautify 
thtir  fama.  la  there  not  some  danger  that  even 
thi%  may  aerve  as  a  lure  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of 
■omr  foreign  nation  ;  and  if  the  same  timid,  re- 
tiring policy  should  prevail,  will  they  not  be  em- 
boldeDcd  lo  allempt  to  possess  ihemsElves  of  those 
very  fiiitris  and  improreDientsT  Nor  thould  we 
be  spcare,  were  we  to  Bssucne  the  savage  garb  and 
;r  of  life.  Mr.  President,  if  a  coafiict  should 
laintain  our  right  to  navigate 
lite  ocean,  i  wisn  it  may  happen  while  some  of 
Ihe  TeTolniioDBry  patriots  of '76  are  still  living, 
who  eaa  reanimate  their  couatrymen  with  (heir 
spirit.  Some  of  the  present  generation  may  bc- 
qoire.  that  spirit  by  ioheritancej  but  none,  I  fear, 
bf  cdoeatioD. 

ii  ba«  been  insinuated  more  than  once,  that  the 
opposiiion  10  the  present  system  of  measures  (and 
u  that  system  no  one  has  been  more  opposed 
than  myself)  proceeds  from  parly  feelings  and 
disappoiated  ambition.  That  this  is  unfounded, 
will  appear  by  a  resort  lo  the  journals  of  Congress, 
ODr^Inle  books,  and-to  well  known  public  irans- 
aetioDS.  At  the  commencement  of  the  struggle 
for  oar  liberties  and  independence,  from  a  fuU 
eonvielion  of  the  rectitude  of  tbe  cause,  I  en- 
gaged on  the  side  of  our  country,  with  the  ardor 
naiand  to  a  youthful  mind.  And  thoae  who  know 
me  best  -wilt  not  accuse  ma  of  having  declined, 
through  Uie  whole  Revolutionary  war,  any  ex- 
ponre  or  sacrifice  which  the  call  of  my  country 
mioired.  In  1794  i  voted  for  all  those  efficient 
nnnres  of  defence  then  adapted,  and  opposed 
iiw|aper  resolution  policv  then  brought  forward, 
ikcMme  EubitaDiially  which  for  some  years  has 
bm  pursued,  aod  js  now  urged  upon  us.  In 
1737S  I  voted  for  the  naval  and  military  prepar- 
alioBs  ibea  roade.  Under  tbe  present  Adniinis- 
tiatioB,  I  have  uniformly  voted  for  all  such  mea- 
sntas  of  defence  as  appeared  to  me  to  have  effi- 
cacy, or  to  comport  with  the  spirit  and  policy  of 
'T6;  though  the  zentleman  from  Virginia  w  " 
seem  to  imagine  I  was  smarting  under  the  un 
nlaiiiy  of  my  former  votes  for  armies  and  nai 
measDres  which  are  supposed  to  have  gone  f 
eiecuag  a  change  in  the  Administraltan. 
^^PPT;  however,  in  the  reflection,  that  if  those 
voia  tost  me  my  popalariiy  and  political  power, 
they  contrlhated  to  save  my  country's  rights  and 
booor.  1  shall  also  he  found  uniformly  to  have 
opposed  a  timid,  humiliating  policy,  which  must 
*t*i  end  in  war,  or  an  abandonment  of  our  na- 


tion's rights  and  honor.  A  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  is  unworthy  of  that  high  and  respon- 
sible station,  and  to  be  intrusted  with  the  destiniea 
of  his  country,  if,  upon  questions  of  great  natloDal 
importance,  involving  our  rights,  honor,  and  inde- 
pendence, Ms  vote  could  be  governed  by  his  at- 
tachment or  dislike  to  a  Chief  Magistrate,  or 
others  in  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  referring  to 
me,  has  used  the  expression  ''the  gentleman  in 
Opposition  "  meaning,  I  suppose,  lo  have  it  un- 
derstood, that  I  am  an  opposer  of  the  present  Ad- 
minisitaiion.    I  do  not  admit  that  I  am,  or  ever 
.ve  been  the  opposer  or  the  favorite  of  any  Ad- 
inistratioa.    I  avow  myself  to  be  the  opposer 
,ly  of  such  measures  as  in  my  judgment  will 
It  promote  the  public  good.    [Mr.  Pope  rose  lo 
plain,  and  said  he  meant  only  to  refer  to  the  op- 
position of  Mr.  HiLLHOuaB  to  the  embargo.]    Ur. 
H..  declared  himself  satisfied. 

The  geotleman  from  Eenlucky  has  also  an- 
nounced (he  does  not  say  officially)  that  the  Prea- 
idenlial  electioneering  races  for  the  present  seasoD 
are  over,  aod  calls  upon  Ihe  several  riders  to  dis- 
mount their  hobbies ;  not  reflecting  that  I  am  not 
one  of  the  jockey  club,  nor  had  a  card  of  ioviia' 
lion  to  the  race  ground,  without  which  none  were 
admitted.  Neither  I,  nor  any  member  from  Con- 
necticut, was  invited  to  attend  the  famous  caueoa 
which  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing tbe  great  officers  of  State.  We  were  not 
emulous  of  that  honor,  being  content  wjifa  iha 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  Consiiiulion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  choosing  President  and  Vice  Pre^ 
idem. 

To  preserve  our  independence,  and  avoid  tam« 
submission,  we  are  gravely  lotd  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  aod  also  in  B  report  pronounced 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smits) 
to  be  the  most  luminous  production  ever  submit- 
ted to  Congress,  (the  result  probably  of  the  com- 
bined wisdom  of  the  whole  Admloisiralion.)  that 
"  there  is  no  o.lher  alternative  but  war  wttn  both 
nations,  or  a  continuance  of  the  present  system." 
The  idea  of  going  to  war,  at  the  same  lime,  with 
the  two  great  belligerent  Powers,  is  ss  notel  and 
surprising  to  me,  as  tbe  idea  of  a  permanent  em- 
bargo for  a  measure  of  defence.  Suppose  Ihe 
warfare  be  on  the  land  ;  in  what  manner,  let  m« 
ask,  would  the  three  belligerents,  each  hostile  to 
the  olher,  array  ibeir  forces  for  action,  and  con- 
duct the  battle?  Would  it  be  in  ihe  form  of  a 
triangle,  each  firing  alternately,  first  on  one  ene- 
my and  then  on  the  oiher?  Or  suppose  tbe  fleets 
of  two  of  the  belligerents,  say  French  and  Amer- 
ican, meet  on  tbe  ocean  ;  and  afier  a  bloody  con- 
Sict,  for  1  have  no  doubt  both  nations  would  light 
bravely,  the  American  fleet,  for  I  would  always 
incline  to  our  own  side,  cripples  and  captures 
that  of  their  enemy  ;  a  British  fleet  then  comes 
up  and  lakes  both,  though  inferior  perhaps  before 
tbe  aciion,  to  either  J  The  idea  is  too  ridiculoDs 
to  merit  serious  attention. 

When  (wo nations haveaeommoD enemy,  they 
are  ioclined  lo  cultivate  a  friendly  disposiiion  to- 
wards each  other.    If  we  were  to  declare  war 
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againtl  EoglaDd,  France,  ao  doubt,  would  revoke 
her  decrees,  give  ui  a  friendly  leceptioo  into  her 

Kris,  and  afford  us  all  ihe  aid  and  protection  in 
r  power  both  by  sea  and  land.  England  would 
do  tbe  like,  if  we  were  to  declare  war  against 
Fiance.  Such  unquestionably  wuuld  be  the  fact; 
and  it  is  it)  rajo  to  shut  our  eyes  against  the  truth. 
There  was  a  strong  proof  of  this  exhibited  in  the 
conduct  of  England  and  France  in  1794,  and  17!)8. 
Is  it  not  national  antipathies,  more  than  foreign 
predilections,  thai  produce  crimination  and  re- 
erimioatiun  of  an  English  parly,  and  a  French 

Kriy,  of  English  and  French  iufioence  1  For  the 
□or  of  my  country  I  hope  it  is  ;  for  I  should  be 
sorry  to  thinlt  so  meanly  of  the  American  peoj>le 
as  to  believe  ihey  would  prefer  the  interest  of  any 
foreign  nation  to  that  of  their  own.  Should  we 
UDforiunately  be  brought  to  make  (ht  experiment. 
by  beinc  engaged  in  ajusl  and  necessary  war,  (and 
none  other  I  hope  will  ever  be  made  by  the  Uni- 
led  States,)!  am  confident  we  shall  find  a  union 
of  senlimeni  and  action.  These  are,  however, 
nnoecessary  speculations ;  for  I  lee  no  necessity 
of  declaiio^  war  against  any  nation. 

To  permit  our  merchant  vessels  to  arm,  under 
proper  restrictions,  and  to  equip,  man,  and  send 
out  our  public  ships,  to  defend  those  maritime 
rightswhichareclesrandindisputable.  isnot  war, 
nor  will  it  necessarily  involve  us  in  war.  Every 
nation  on  earth  would  respect  us  for  defending 
our  essential  rights.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  the  commanders  of 
merchant  vessels  can  commit  the  peace  of  the 
nation,  if  the  Governmeut  do  not  countenance  and 
uphold  thetn  in  their  wrong,  but  promptly  disa- 
Towtheacl.  Vessels  bound  up  the  Medr"      


lowed  to  arm ;  and  I  have  never  heard  that  they 
have,  in  a  single  instance,  committed  the  peace  of 
the  nation. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  what  good  has  the 
embargo  done?  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
Mya,  that  it  has  saved  to  our  citizeqs  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  properly,  tchich  would  have 
been  captured  and  carried  into  France  or  Eng- 
land ;  and  to  our  country  fifty  thousand  seamen, 
who,  instead  of  being  in  captivity  in  a  foreign 
land,  are  placed  in  the  bosom  of  their  ramilies. 
This,  if  true,  is  an  important  coDsideration  ;  but 
I  doubt  the  fact.  Not  that  I  question  the  veracity 
of  the  gentleman :  were  he  to  declare  a  fact  as  of 
his  own  knowledge,  1  should  have  a  most  perfect 
reliance  on  it.  But  in  this  case  the  genllemau's 
declaration  being  but  an  expressionof  opinion,  not 
auppoited  by  any  one  fact  within  bis  knowledge, 
he  must  excuse  me  if  I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to 
it;  more  especially  as  circumstances,  some  of 
which  are  within  my  own  knowledge,  iead  me  to 
a  diflerent  opinion.  It  is  a  fact,  that  most  of  our 
Tessels  which  escaped  the  embargo,  or  have  since 

Kne  out  under  permits  from  the  President  of  the 
lited  Slates,  have  returned  in  safety,  and  made 


something  to  administer  to  their  wants  and  com- 
fort; not,  as  in  the  other  case,  empty-handed 


from  our  dismantled  ships,  to  share  the  distresses 
of  their  little  households,  and  to  bear  their  chil- 
dren cry  for  bread.  Many  of  our  vessels  which 
were  out  when  the  embargo  was  laid,  hare  re- 
maiaed  out.  avoiding  the  inhospiinble  shores  of 
their  orvn  country,  as  they  would  a  land  infected 
with  pestilence.  Those  vessels  have  been  navi- 
gating ihe  ocean  under  the  American  flag,  with 
as  much  safety  as  before  the  embargo  was  laid, 
and  have  constantly  been  employed  in  the  carry- 
ing trade  to  vast  profit. 

Haviog,  at  the  commencement  of  this  debate, 
submitted  my  observations  on  the  supposed  possi- 
bility of  starving  England  or  destroying  her  man- 
ufactures ;  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Llovo,)  better  informed  on  the  subject  o( 
commerce  than  myself,  having  exhibited  the  facts 
to  the  Senate  in  a  manner  that  must  carry  con- 
viction, 1  shall  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  with  any  further  remarks  on  that  point. 

Not  shall  I  add  to  what  I  have  already  said  to 
prove  that  one  object  of  the  embargo  was  to  put 
down  commerce,  for  the  purpose  nf  raising  up 
manufactures,  than  to  adduce  the  authority  on 
which  my  opinion  rests ;  which  was  not,  as  has 
been  insinuated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
commonplace  observations,  and  party  newspaper 
publications,  but  the  declarations  of  tbe  President 
of  the  Uoitcd  States,  not  in  an  ordinary  c 


^but  ii 


D  add  re 


I  tbe 


Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  a  New  England 
State,  participating  iu  common  with  the  other 
New  England  States  in  the  benefits  of  commerce. 
Speaking  of  the  embargo,  he  says  :  "It  gave  a* 
'  time  to  make  a  last  appeal  to  the  reason  and  re- 
'  putation  of  nations.  In-  the  meanwhile  1  seft 
'  with  satisfaction  that  this  measure  of  self-denial 
'  is  approved  and  supported  by  the  great  body  of 
'  our  real  citizens ;  that  they  meet  with  checrful- 
'  neas  the  temporary  privations  it  occasions;  atid 
'  are  preparing  with  spirit  to  provide  for  them- 
'  selves  chose  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life, 
'  for  which  it  would  be  unwise  ever  more  to  resort 
'  to  distant  countries."  In  another  answer  to  an 
address,  this  sentiment  ts  expressed,  that  the  agri- 
culturist and  manufacturer  shall  be  planted  do^n 
side  by  side,  so  as  to  receive,  at  our  own  doors, 
those  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life,  which 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  seek  on  the  ocean. 
No  such  efl'ecls  could  be  produced  by  the  embargo, 
nor  can  it  answer  any  such  purpose,  unless  made 
perpetual,  or  continued  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

The  genlleuian  from  Virginia  has  thought  pro- 
per to  go  into  a  consideration  of  the  commercial 
advantages  which  he  imagines  are  enjoyed  by  the 
people  inhabiting  the  Northern  in  comparison  with 
the  Southern  States,  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  has  indulged  him- 
self iu  remarks  respecting  a  disposition  in  tbe  peo- 
ple of  New  Englaod  to  iiaurrectiim,  rebellion, 
and  dimmian}  but  these  are  topics  on  which  I 
shall  say  nothing,  as  I  da  not  think  it  expedient 
to  discuss  them  at  this  time. 

The  intimation*  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky and  tbe  gentleman  from  Oeorgia,  (Mr. 
Crawford,)  abont  ampatatiaa  and  military  coer- 
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cuM,Ishtll  also  piss  by  without  further  Dottce, 
than  10 assure  those  gentlemen,  ibai  io  NenKag- 
laod  they  will  produce  no  intimidation,  if  ihey 
■hoald  excite  any  attention. 

It  was  particularly  unfortanate  for  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  tbal  he  should  feel  bimieif 
under  the  uecessiiy  of  makiof;  remarks  thai  may 
be  eoasirned  into  a  denuDcialion  of  a,  certain  de- 
aciif^ioii  of  our  fellow- citizens  as  demagogues, 
andashaTiog  attempted  to  excite  sedition  and  re- 
belhon,  becaose  ihe^r  doubt  ibe  expediency  of  the 
mntergo,  and  question  (be  policy  of  some  of  the 
measures  of  the  present  Administration.  Thai 
fentlemau,  I  imagine,  will  hardly  consent  that  to 
doobt  the  policy  and  oppose  the  measures  of  an 
Ad  mi  Dial  ration,  shall  be  the  criterion  for  deciding 
who  are  the  demagogues  of  our  country  ;  for 
tarely,  if  that  is  to  be  the  rule  of  decision,  the 
coadaet  of  tbal  gentleman  during  the  firsc  Ad- 
ministration under  (he  ConstiEulion  of  ihe  Uni- 
led  Slates,  and  the  ability  and  perseverance  with 
which  he  maintained  hia  oppoMliou  to  it,  would 
sJTe  him  a  pre-eminent  claim  to  rank  high  on  the 
ust  of  demagogues.  I  extremely  regret  those  re- 
marts  on  anoiEer  account.  I  know  many  of  the 
most  fenerabJe  characlers  of  our  country,  men 
who  were  patriots  of  '76,  men  who  made  great 
(acriGcex,  and  risked  their  lives  in  our  struggle 
for  liberty  and  independence,  men  vrho  ha' 


tions  against  Ihe  aathority  of  Ihe  laws  of  the  Unit«d 
Slites,  for  opposing  the  same,  and  abstracting  their  ex- 
vcntion ;  and  that  such  combmalions  are  too  powerful 
to  be  aupprened  by  the  Onlinary  conne  of  mdidsl  pro- 
ceedings, or  by  the  powers  veitsd  in  the  Marsbais  by 
the  lana  of  the  United  Statoa  : 

"  Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  tbsi  Ihe  suthority  of  tba 
Jaws  mny  be  maintuned,  and  thai  tbose  caneemed,  di< 
rectly  ar  indirectly,  in  any  insurrection  or  combination 
againBl  the  same,  msy  be  duly  warned,  I  have  isaoed 
this  my  Proclnmslion,  hereby  commanding'  aucb  insur- 
gents,  and  all  concerned  in  such  combinations,  instantly 
nnd  without  delay  to  disperse  and  retire  peacea.bly  to 
their  respcctiTe  abodes ;  and  I  do  hereby  further  roquira 
and  comrannd  nil  officers,  having  aulhorilj,  civil  or  mil- 
itaiy,  snd  all  other  persons,  civD  or  military,  who  shall 
be  found  within  the  vicinage  of  gncb  inaurrecCions  or 
combinations,  to  be  aiding  and  assistiog,  by  all  Ihe 
meaaa  in  their  power,  by  force  of  arms  or  otherwise, 
to  quell  and  subdue  auch  iusuneclions  or  combinations, 
to  aeiie  upon  all  those  therein  concerned,  who  shall 
not,  inalantly  and  without  delay,  disperse  and  retire  to 
It^ii  respective  abodes;  and  to  dehver  them  over  to 
the  civil  authority  of  the  place,  to  be  proceeded  sgainst 
according  to  law. 

"  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  Statea,  to  be  eHiied  to  these  presents,  and  sign- 
ed the  aamo  with  my  hand.  Given  at  the  City  of 
Wubington,  the  19th  day  of  April,  160S,  and  in  the 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  tbiity-second.  "TH.  JEFFERSON, 

"  By  the  President, 

"  Jamis  MiniiOK,  Stertlary  of  Slate." 

The  Senate  will  recollect  that  the  last  session 


quired  ■  well-earned  fame,  which  has  never  been 
wmished,  who  doubt  the  policy  of  the  embargo, 
and  decidedly  disapprove  the  measure,  as  being 
alti^elher  iuefficient  as  it  regards  foreign  Powers, 
and  rnioaos  to  ourselves. 

Tbc  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  peculiarly  u 
fonnuate  also,  ig  ascribing  the  failure  of  the  em- 1  ihai  month,  no  intimation  thereof,  or  of  the  si 
bnrgo,  to  produce  the  desired  effect  on  foreign  na-  |  of  the  country  to  which  it  referred,  was  given  10 
tioiis,  to  parly  misrepresentation)!,  and  newspaper  '  Congress  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
electioneering  publications,  describing  the  cm-  i  The  Proclamation  was  published  in  Vermon^ 
bai^  as  an  unpopular  meainre  calculated  to  ex-  I  April  30,  and  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  primed 
cite  ^neral  discontent,  and  bring  about  a  change  j  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  on  the  13th  of  May. 
of  ralers,  which,  be  says,  reached  England  be-  Here  was  an  official  document,  issuing  from  (he 
iween  the  22d  of^  June  and  the  S9th  of  July,  and  same  high  authority  that  recommended  the  em- 
produced  a  sudden  change  in  the  coaducl  of  the  '  bargo,  declaring  to  the  nation,  and  lo  the  world, 
Biiiish  Minister,  and  in  his  disposition  to  a  friend- 1  that  there  existed  so  great  unea.<iness  and  discon- 
lyaceomnindalian.  1  could  hardly  have  expected,  lent  on  acconal  of  the  embargo,  as  lo  induce  the 
even  in  the  heat  of  debate,  such  a  declaration  fortning  of  unlawful  combinations  to  resist  its  ex- 
from  a  senileman  so  well  acquainted  with  the  I  ecution,  too  powerful  lo  be  suppressed  by  the  or- 
BtitisheDaracterandQoveTnmeni.    The  ministry  '  dinary  process  of  law,  and   which   required   the 


there  know  full  well  how  to  appreciate  party  pub- 
licaitiNis,  and  the  represeniations  of  the  int  and 
ihemte. 

Those  party  misrepresentations,  as  the  genile- 
man  is  pleased  locall  iheiu,  and  those  newspaper 
dcelioneetiDg  pablicaliona,  would  have  had  but 
little  efiect  iu  England,  and  still  less  weight  with 
the  ministry,  if  they  bad  not  bad  an  official  stamp 
of  Itnlh  put  upon  them,  by  the  Proclamalion  of 
thcPreaideDlof  theUoited  Slates.  With  the  in- 
dolence of  the  Senate,  1  will  read  Ihe  Proclama- 
tion. 
••^UuPrttidenioftie  United  Slata  a  Proelamation." 

"Wherea*  information  has  been  received,  that  sun- 
dry persoos  ar«  combined  or  combining  and  confeder- 
ating together,  on  Lake  Champtain  and  the  eonnliy 
Ihenrta  adjuent,  fin  the  purposo  of  forming  insurreo- 


liiary  force.  Siiperadd  to 
imaii  smnding  army,  and  ihc  whole 
actual  service,  were  put  in  requist- 


empluyri 
this,  thai  our 

Thei^e  circumstances  present  a  melancholy  view 
of  our  situation.  An  embargo  recommended  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  great  popularity  of  the 
President,  and  professed  to  be  laid  for  preserving 
inaafetjr  our  vessels,  our  seamen,  and  merchandise, 
and  saving  the  honor,  and  vindicating  the  rights 
of  our  country,  had  become  so  unpopular,  before 
the  cloie  of  the  session  of  the  Congress  which 
imposed  it,  that  in  the  President's  opinion,  it  could 
not  be  executed  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law, 
and  through  the  mild  medium  of  courts  of  jus- 
tice; so  that  It  had  alrendy  became  necessary  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  an  armed  force. 
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I  could  have  hopfd  it  would  not  have  beeQ 
found  necessary  (o  employ  the  American  navy  to 
«ruise  agflinst  uur  own  commerce ;  aod  lilile  did 
I  expect  that  the  army  I  had  so  recently  voted  to 
raite,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  supposed,  of  opposing 
foreign  aggiest,ioa,  would  be  required  to  point 
their  bayouets  at  the  breasts  of  their  fellow  cit- 

When  Mr.  Hillhoubb  had  cODcluded,  the  Sen- 
ate BdjoUToed. 

WBpNEai>AT,  November  30. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  anieodraents  reported  by  the  select 
■eommitlee  to  the  bill  lo  reward  Andrew  Joseph 
Villard,  for  an  invention  of  public  utility;  and 
the  President  having  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
■mended,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 

Sof^Ecd  and  read  a  third  timel  it  was  determined 
the  affirmative. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  made  on  the  11th  instant,  for  repealing 
the  "Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
■els  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 
and  the  several  acta  supplementary  thereto. 

Mr.  PiCKERtHO  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows : 

Mr.  President;  The  ample  discussion  already  giv- 
en to  the  resolution  on  your  table,  leaves  me  noth- 
ing to  detail  on  the  effects  produced  by  the  embar- 
S>,  in  regard  lo  Frnnce.  to  England,  or  ourselves. 
D  the  two  great  belligerent!,  practical  men, 
who  knew  the  characters  and  resources  of  those 
nations,  foreMW  and  pronounced  that  it  would 
make  no  impressioo.  This  we  all  now  know  to 
be  the  fact,  while  we  ourselves  severely  feel  its 
pressure.  Why,  then,  not  remove  it?  Because, 
aa  we  are  told,  (hose  two  nations  have  violated 
our  neutral  loarilime  rights;  and,  seeing  that  to 
compel  their  respect  for  these,  we  imposed  the 
embargo,  and  they  treat  the  measure  with  con- 
tempt, to  remove  it  would  be  submi 


will  e 


sal  c 


not  injure  them,  we  will  continue 

Jo  punish  ourselves.  To  renew  our  commerce 
.while  their  decrees  aod  orders  remain  uncancelled, 
would,  we  are  told,  "  be  ahjccl  and  degrading  sub- 
in  ission  ;  and,  that  we  have  but  this  alternative, 
"  to  make  war  with  both  nations,"  or,  "  continue 
and  enforce  the  jiresentsuspension  of  commerce." 

ll  has  been  justly  rcmnrked  by  the  genlleman 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  HtLLHOUSB,)  that  to  run 
^way  and  abandon  our  rights,  is  abject  and 
deeradiog. 

To  make  war  on  both  (he  belligerents  is  (he 
tQosi  strange.  Quixotic  idea  that  ever  entered  in- 
to the  head  of  a  itate^mao.  I  suppose, as  we  have 
a  (housand  and  a  thousand  times  declared,  (ha( 
we  have  maintained  an  impartial  neutrality  to- 
wards those  nations;  so,  to  verify  our  declara- 
tions, we  must  now  make  war  upon  both  iaipar- 
tiaUy!  And,  as  their  injuries  are  said  to  be  equal 
(or,  we  will  not  inquire  which  has  done  us  "  the 
most  harm,")  so  we  must  measure  ou[  to  each  an 


equal  quantity  of  r< 

an  equal  number  of  blows. 

In  respect  lo  our  violated  rights,  to  farat  Qreat 
Britain  is  concerned,  (hose  presented  by  the  Ad' 
ministration  in  the  front  of  our  claims,  are 

1.  An  exemption  from  impreEsmeD(  of  all  «ea- 
mrn  on  board  our  merchant  vessels. 

2.  Afree  trade  with  (he  colonies  of  her  enemieii. 

3.  An  exemption  from  cap(ure  of  our  vesiela 
destined  for  any  port  of  her  enemies  not  actually 
blockaded. 

1  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  consequences  of  adrao- 
cing  anything  from  which  conclmious  may  be 
drawn  adverse  to  the  opinions  of  our  own  Ad- 
ministration, which,  by  many, ere  conceived  to  be 
indisputably  just.  Merely  to  state  these  questiona, 
and  to  mention  such  arguments  as  (he  Bridsh 
Government  may,  perhaps,  have  urged  in  their 
support  on  her  side,  is  sufficient  to  subject  a  man 
to  the  popular  charge  of  being  under  British  in- 
fluence, or  to  the  vulgar  slander  of  being  a  ''Brit- 
ish tory."  He  will  be  fortunate  to  escape  the  ac- 
cusation of  touching  British  gold.  Bui,sir,noae 
of  these  things  move  me.  The  patrons  of  the  mis- 
creants who  utter  these  slanders  know  better,  but 
are,  nevertheless,  willing  to  benefit  by  theimpiea- 
eioD  they  may  make  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
From  an  early  period  of  my  life  1  was  zealously 
engaged  in  every  measure  opposed  to  the  attempts 
of  Great  Britain  to  encroach  upon  our  rights, 
until  the  commencement  of  our  Revolutmnarf 
war,  and  during  its  whole  continuance,  I  was  uo- 
inierruntedly  employed  in  imporiaot  civil  or  mil- 
itary departments,  contributing  all  my  eflbrii  to 
bring  that  war  to  a  successful  terminalioa. 

I,  sir,  am  not  the  advocate  of  wrong-doers,  to 
whatever  country  they  belong,  whether  Empt- 
ors, or  King<;,  or  the  Administrators  of  a  Repub- 
lic. Justice  is  my  object,  and  Truth  my  guide ; 
and,  wherever  she  points  the  way  I  shall  not  fear 
logo. 

Great  Briraio  hasdone  as  many  wrongs.  When 
we  were  Colonies,  she  attempted  lo  deprive  Qs  of 
some  of  our  dearest  birth-rights — Hxhis  derived 
from  our  English  ancestors,  rights  which  we  de- 
fended,  and  finally  established,  by  the  successful 
conclusion  of  ihe  Revolutionary  War.  But  ibe»e 
wroogs,  and  all  the  wounds  of  war,  were  intended 
to  be  obliterated  and  healed  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
when  all  enmities  should  have  ceased. 

Great  B/iiain  wronged  us  in  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  our  vessels  under  her  orders  of 
1793,  and  she  has  made  reparation  for  these 
wrongs,  pursuant  In  a  treaty,  negotiated  on  prac- 
tical principles  by  a  statesman  who,  with  libera) 
views  and  real  candor,  sought  adjustment  and 
reparation. 

Atsubsequent  periods  she  hsscommiltedwronga, 
and  if  reparation  had  been  demanded  in  the  same 
spirit  of  candor  and  firmness  which  were  mani- 
fested in  1794,  (hat  distinguished  precedent  au- 
thorizes the  opinion,  that  like  equitable  adjust- 
ment and  reparation  might  have  been  obtained. 
But  afler  a  four  years'  negotiation,  ia  which  vol- 
umes of  essays  aad  letters  have  been  wriiteD,  it 
has,  like  tbe  leven  years'  negotiation  with  Spain, 
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been  broaf  ht  (in  the  laDguage  of  the  President) 
"  to  CD  issue  of  aome  sort :"  thai  is,  erery^  subject 
•r  dUpuie  remmiiw  as  far,  probably  farthec  from 
adjaatment.  iban  wben   the  negotiations  were 


b^a. 


s  this  disamtous  isaae  which  now  enters  into 
-  deliberations.  Accordine  to  the  slat  erne  a  is 
of  Ihc  AdmiDJ strati oa,  weaie  brought  into  a  siiu- 
aiioB  fi«m  which  we  cannot  adrance  without 


lifieatioa  and  defeat. 

On  ibe  two  questions  of  the  impressneDt  of 
acvnieo  on  board  oar  merchant  resiels,  and  a  tradf 
with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  prohibited  in 
(ime  of  peace,  ibe  genileman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Smith)  was  pleased  to  read  some  parts  of  a 
leiler  written  hj  me  last  Winter  la  the  Goreroor 
of  Maasachnsetts,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legisla* 
Inre;  Bod  on  the  latter  (neutral  trade)  he  also 
lead  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  which  exhibited  a 
(maBinaous  70te  declaratory  of  our  right  to  that 
tnde;  and  then  the  names  of  the  Senators  (mine 
being  one)  who  voted  to  request  the  President  lo 
demand  aod  insist  on  reparation  for  the  injuries 
done  ns  in  TJotation  of  that  right,  and  for  this 
porpose  to  enter  into  amicable  arrangements  with 
the  British  Gorernment. 

On  ihr«e  two  qaesiions,  I  should  add  nothing 
to  the  obserrations  made  festerdaf  by  the  gen- 
tlenMD  from  Connecticut,  but  for  the  apparent 
intentioD  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [o  ex* 
hibit  an  inconsistency  between  my  votes  in  the 
Senate  and  the  obaerTation  of  my  letter  on  the 
tame  ssbject. 

ll  is  taffieient  for  me  to  lemark,  that  in  the 
passueirecited  by  the  gentleman  from  my  letter, 
my  object  was  to  show,  by  exhibiting  in  a  few 
wordi,  to  the  view  of  my  immediate  constituent^ 
and  throogh  them  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts, 
tome  of  the  reasons  which  mieht  have  influenced 
Great  Britain  not  to  relinquish  her  ancient  usage 
d  impreasing  her  ovn  seamen;  nor  lo  consent 
tkat  nenirala  should  carry  on  (as  we  and  other 
neatrals  were  carrying  on)  the  whole  trade  be- 
tween the  countries  of  her  enemies  in  Europe 
and  their  colonies;  to  show,  I  say,  that  as  much 
was  to  be  said  on  both  sides,  those  rights,  asclaimed 
by  ibe  United  States,  were  not  to  be  considered 
BO  clear  and  indisputable  as  lo  justify  a  war  with 
Great  Britain  ;  into  which  ihe  proceedings  of  ihe 
BxeenilTc,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  seemed  calcu- 
lated 10  plunge  Ds. 

Before  I  quit  this  subject,  1  will  make  one  more 
obseiTalioD.  It  appears  to  be  generally  supposed 
that  the  rule  r^pecling  the  colonial  trade  adopted 
by  Great  Briuin,  and  usually  called  the  Rule  of 
1756.  which  it  seems  she  has  considered  as  "the  an- 
cient aad  established  principle  of  maritime  law."  * 
was  peealiar  to  Great  Britain:  and  Mr.  Madi- 
aon  saTi,''it  is  well  known  that  Great  Britain  is 
the  only  nation  that  has  acted  upoo  or  otherwise 
givea  a  sanetion  toit."t    He  also  mentions  this 


rule  as  having  been  introduced,  for  the  GrsI  time, 
in  the  warof  1756 ;  ashavinebeen  in  operation  only 
a  few  years  in  thai  war;*  and  net  afterwards  acted 
upon  until  1793.    Let  us  examine  the  subject. 

In  Valin's  celebrated  work  on  maritime  law  (a 
book  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office)  is  a  regu- 
lation  of  Louis  the  Fourteenih,  in    1704,   from 

The  title  of  the  regulation  is  remarkable:  it  is, 
"Concerning  Prizes  made  at  Sea;  lo  secure  the 
navigation  of  neutral  Slates  and  allies  during 
war;"  implying  that  this  regulation  was  intended 
lo  abate  the  rigor  of  maritime  law  before  that 
time  prai;tised  towards  neutral  commerce. 

After  observing  that  propositions  bad  been 
made  to  him  by  ttie  Deputies  of  the  Council  of 
Commerce,  the  Preoch  King  expresses  his  appro- 
bation of  thetr,  "feeing  he  Gads  io  them  the 
'  means  which  he  has  always  sought  of  procurioz 
'  equally  the  advantages  of  the  subjects  of  neutral 
'  Princes  and  French  cruisers."  He  adds:  "The 
'  subjects  of  neutral  Princes  will  thus  find  the  care 
'  whichHisMajesiy  has  taken  to  preserve  for  them 
'  the  same  extent  and  the  same  liberty  of  commerce 
'  which  they  have  been  accustomed  lo  enjoy  du- 
'  ring  peace." 

I  will  now  read  such  of  the  articles  of  this 
French  regulation  as  relate  to  the  question  under 
examination. 

"ArlieU  1.  His  Majesty  forbids  French  privatcen 
to  stop,  or  bring  into  the  ports  of  His  Kingdom,  vessel* 
belonging  lo  gubjecti  of  neutral  Princes,  going  rrom 
the  ports  of  their  dominion,  sad  laden  on  account  of 
the  owners  or  other  subjects  of  the  said  neutral  Princes 
with  merchandise  of  the  growth  or  msnulactura  of 
their  own  country,  to  carry  the  saros  direclly  into  any 
other  States,  whatsoever,  even  those  with  which  His 
Majesty  is  at  war ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  there  bt 
not  in  the  mid  venela  any  conlnbuid  goods. 

"Arlick  S.  They  ire  in  like  manner  forbidden  to 
stop  vessels  twlonging  to  snlijecta  of  neutral  Princes, 
going  from  the  ports  of  any  State  whateoever,  even  of 
those  with  which  His  Mejestj  is  at  war,  and  laden  on  ac- 
count of  the  owners  or  other  snbjecta  of  the  said  neu- 
tral Princes,  with  mercbandiss  which  tliey  shall  havs 
received  in  tlje  same  country  or  State  whence  they 
■hall  have  departed,  to  return  directly  into  the  porta  n 
the  dominion  of  their  sovereign. 

"Arlieie  2.  He  alio  Ibrbids  them  to  atop  vessels  be- 
longing  lo  the  subjects  of  neutral  Frovineea,  departing, 
from  the  ports  of  one  of  the  States  neutral  or  allied  lo 
Hia  Majeatj,  to  go  into  anolbei  Stale  alike  neutral  or 
allied  to  His  Majesty  ;  provided  they  are  not  laden  with 
merchandise  of  the  growth  or  manufBcture  of  bis  ene- 
mies; in  which  case  the  merchandise  shall  t>e  good 
prize,  and  the  vesaeta  Bhsll  be  released, 

"Arlieie  4.  In  tike  manner  His  Majesty  forbids  pri- 
vateers to  slop  vessels  belonging  to  subjects  of  nenttal 
Princes  departing  from  a  State,  allied  to  His  Majea^ 
or  neutral,  to  go  to  a  Stale  the  enemy  of  His  Majesty  ; 
provided  there  bo  not  on  board  said  vessel  any  merchsn- 
dise  contraband,  nor  of  the  growth  or  minufsclum  of 
the  enemies  of  His  Majesty  ;  in  which  cases,  the  mer- 
chandisa  shall  bs  good  prise  and  the  veaaela  shall  b* 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONOKESS. 


Senatc. 


cnun;  of  His  Majestj,  and  there  have  taken  their 
lading,  in  nhole  or  in  part,  to  go  to  the  States  of  any 
other  Piinco  than  Iheir  own,  whether  allied  to  Hia  Maj- 
eily,  neutral,  or  enenii,  maj  be  atopped  and  brought 
into  Hij  Kingdom,  and  shall  be  declared  good  prize 
with  their  lading,  even  although  laden  on  account  of 
the  aubjccta  of  Hia  Majesty,  or  of  an  allied  or  neutral 
Sute." 

The  regulation  of  Louis  XIV.  in  1704,  (he  he- 
iag  thea  at  war  with  England  and  HoliaDd.)  was 
re-enacted  by  Louis  XV.  in  1744.  (France  being 
again  at  war  with  England,)  with  some  cxcep- 
IioqsIq  regard  to  those  neutral  nations  with  whom 
France  had  furmed  treaty-stipulations  incompat- 
ible with  that  reguletioD. 

In  these  five  articles  we  have,  ir  I  mistake  not, 
Ibe  whole  doctrine  of  the  British  rule  of  1756. 
The  direct  trade  to  and  frDni  neutral  ports  and 
the  enemy's  pons  belug  permitted,  but  not  the 
trade  lo  and  from  the  ports  of  one  allied  or  neu- 
tral State,  with  ihe  ports  of  another  allied  or 
neutral  State,  if  the  lading  of  the  neutral  vessel 
consists  of  merchandise,  tlie  productions  of  the 
enemy's  country;  much  less  to  carry  the  same 
from  one  port  of  the  enemy  to  another  port  of  ih« 
enemy. 

Tiie  principle  of  the  British  rule,  and  of  the 
French  regulation,  appears  to  be  to  prevent  neu- 
trals coming  in  to  aid  the  enemy  iri  the  commerce 
of  otfe  pan  of  his  dominions  with  any  other  part 
thereof,  or  In  proouriny  a  market  for  the  enemy'H 
productions  in  any  other  country  than  thai  of  the 
neutral  actually  tian&porling  the  same,  and  for  its 
own  use  and  con  sumption. 

It  appears,  moreover,  by  the  preamble  to  the 
French  regulaiiaQ,lhal  the  restrictions  on  neutral 
commerce,  which  we  are  now  examining,  instead 
of  commencing  in  1756,  were  in  exercise  by  the 
Enelish  and  Dutch  aniececlenl  to  that  regulation, 
and  with  greater  rigor ;  the  French  King  profess- 
ing to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  neutral  com- 
merce by  that  regulation.* 


■  But,  Great  Britain  has  admitted  that  the  veeaels  of 
the  United  States  might  carry  on  an  indirect  trade 
the  European  dominions  of  her  enemies  to  tbeii  < 
niea,  and  from  thoae  coloniea  to  their  parent  countries 
in  Europe;  and  in  both  cases,  the  trade  hai  been  con- 
sidered indirect  nben  carried  on  through  the  United 
Stale! — that  is,  when  the  cargoes  laden  on  board  Ameri. 
can  Teaiels,  in  the  ports  of  the  enemies  of  Great  BriC 
ain,  tuTe  been  first  imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  carried  thence  in  the  lame,  or  other  American 
•ell,  to  the  enemy's  countriea  or  colonies  respecti 
But  the  facts  which  should  conitilute  an  indirect  trade 
not  having  been  definitively  declared — on  Ihe  contrary, 
as  they  have  been  several  times  varied,  either  by  the 
orders  of  the  British  Rovenunent,  or  by  the  decisions 
of  her  Courta  of  Admiralty — much  vexation  and  injury 
have  thence  accrued  to  ibe  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

But  the  treaty  negotiated  by  the  President's  Minia- 
tera,  (Meeara.  Monroe  and  Pinlcney,)  and  aigned  by 
them,  with  the  British  Commissionen  on  tho  31st  of 
December,  1806,  comprehanded  a  definitive  provision 
on  this  head.  Such  trade,  between  the  parent  countries 
and  colonies  of  the  enemiei  of  Qreat  Britain,  wi 


November,  1808. 

On  the  subject  of  blockade,  when  vesa'ela  of 
ar  were  not  so  stationed  before  ihe  port  declared 
be  blockaded  as  lo  constitute  what  is  called  an 
:tual  blockade,  undoubtedly  abuses  have  taken. 

To  form  an  actual  blockade  of  a  prt,  ships 
destined  for  that  object  must  be  '■  sufficiently  near 
to  produce  an  evident  danger  in  entering."  But 
''  ese  words  by  no  means  imply  a  certainty  of 

pture,  by  the  blockading  ships,  of  tile  vessel  so 
attempting  to  enter.  What  (legree  of  risk  from 
blockading  ships  will  amount  to  a  lawful  block- 
ade, may  sometimes  be  a  disputable  question. 
Would  the  chance  of  capturing  three  vesaela  ouc 
of  four,  or  seven  out  of  eiehi,  exhibit  such  aa 
evident  danger  in  entering,"  as  would  constitQie 
n  actual  blockade — that  is,  when  lo  insure  their 
entering  ill  safely  would  be  worth  a  premium  of 
from  seventy-five  lo  ninety  per  cent.  1  This  must 
remain  a  question  of  some  difficulty  to  adjust. 

On  these  points,  i-jr,  and  ell  others  in  dispute 
with  Great  Britain,  ray  opinion  remains  unchang- 
ed, that  they  are  yet  proper  subjects  of  negotialioQ, 
to  be  undertaken  in  the  real  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  adjustment.  That  the  embargo  will  not  in- 
duce her  to  yield  to  our  demands  we  have  ample 
proof,  not  only  in  the  answer  of  the  British  Got- 
ernment  to  our  Minister  in  London,  but  in  (he 
certain  ability  of  that  nation  and  her  colonies  to 
supply  all  their  own  wants.  That  she  possessea 
the  means,  1  ihink,  has  been  demonstrated  by  gen- 
tlemen who  have  spoken  before  me.  We  have 
beard  much  of  ihe  patriotism  and  patient  en- 
durance of  our  feilow-cilizens  under  the  distresses 
of  the  embargo,  and,  tfenilemen  speak  confidently, 
that  this  pntience  will  hold  out  until  Great  Brit- 
ain shall  be  brought  to  our  feet.  At  the  same 
lime  they  calculate  on  the  distresses  which  they 
fondly  imagine  the  enibarso  will  inflict  on  the 
peopleof  Great  Britain  and  ber  colonies,  to  excite 
discontents  and  insurrections  sufficiently  alarming 
to  induce  that  Government  to  abandon  usages' un 
which  she  relies  to  maintain  her  maritime  ascend- 
ency, and,  at  this  time,  her  independence  as  a  na- 
tion. But,  why  should  it  be  supposed  that  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  will  be  less  patient  under 
sufierings  than  the  people  of  the  United  Stales? 
Theirs  would  arise  from  causes  beyond  their  con- 
be  considered  indirect,  when  the  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  Europe,  were  first  carried 
to  the  United  States,  and,  on  re-eiportation  remained, 
after  the  drawback,  subject  to  a  duty  of  one  per  cent, 
on  their  value.  In  like  manner,  all  articles  of  tha 
growth  and  produce  of  the  enemy's  colonies,  being  first 
brought  to  the  United  Statea,  and  there  entered  and 
landed,  and  on  re-exportation  remaining  lubjcct  to  a 
duty  of  two  per  cent,  on  their  value,  might  be  re-laden 
and  freely  eiported  to  any  counlry  in  Europe.  Tha 
dutiea,  in  both  caaes,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States. 

This  anangement  waa  calculated  to  prevent  any  fur- 
ther dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, aboDt  the  trade  between  the  eonntriaa  of  her  cnB- 
miea  in  Enrape  and  their  coloniea.  But  the  President 
thought  fit  to  reject  this  treaty,  wilhoat  laying  it  befoia 
the  Senate. 
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Irol  ;  oDTs  from  some  cause  or  causes  operating 
OQ  oar  rulers,  but  nhicb  the  people  can  neilher 
tee  Dor  uudeniaDil.  Wiiiiin  four  months  afior 
ihe  embargo  was  imposed,  ibe  President  himself, 
tiy  a  proclamatiuD,  Hnauuiiced  to  us  and  to  the 
world  ibe  existence  of  one  insiirrecliot)  occBslon- 
ed  bv  the  embargo  J  and  the  provisions  made  ia 
ibe  supplementary  aciaio  compel  obedieQce  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  show  how  apprehensive 
the  Goteroment  were  of  disconlenls  anJ  resisl- 
&Dce.  These  eztraordioary  provisions  for  the 
cxccmion  of  a  specific  measure  demonslraie  that 
it  W35  considered  as  opposed  to  the  general  sense 
of  Ibe  people;  and,  in  a  free  country, such  ameas- 
nre  eancol  long  be  carried  into  execution.     The 


laliously  displayed,  while  they  maoifesl  the  force 
^  party,  ate,  to  say  the  least,  but  equirocal  in- 
dications of  the  general  sense  of  the  peO]ile,  or 
erni  of  the  individuals  composing  (hose  assem- 
blies. Tho.se  voles  have  always  had  fewer  hearts 
ibaQ  voices. 

Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
mcDlioned  the  extreme  danger  to  which  our  com- 
merce would  be  exposed,  vihile  the  French  de- 
crees and  British  orders  remain  unrepealed.  It 
has  been  oltea  said,  and  perhaps  oftener  insin- 
oaied,  io  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  that  if  our 
vessels  were  permitted  to  su  lo  sea,  all  would  be 
ukeo.  What  escaped  the  French,  would  be  cap 
cared  by  the  English  ;  and  what  escaped  the  lat- 
ter, would  fall  a  prey  lo  the  former.  There  is  a 
want  of  truth  in  all  this.  The  same  gentleman 
qnsiedastatement  made  by  an  eminent  merchant 
of  Missachu^eits,  [Mr.  Gray,  of  Salem,]  that  of 
eight  01  ten  vessels  which  tailed  about  the  time 
ihe  nnbargo  was  laid,  only  one  had  reached  (he 
pbce  of  her  destination.  I  remember  teeing  a 
Naiemenl  of  that  sort;  and  I  think,  also,  that  I 
aw  a  detection  of  its  fallacy.  If  they  had  not 
leaebed  their  destined  ports,  it  did  not  follow  that 
llxj  were  captured  and  condemned. 

The  same  merchant  has  expressed  bis  decided 
opinion,  "that,  notwithstanding  the  French  de- 
*  erees  and  British  Orders  in  Council,  if  otir  em- 
'biTgo  was  oB'we  shotiid  faafe  more  trade  ihao 
'  would  be  enjoyed  by  oa,  if  all  the  world  were  at 
'  peace,  lod  (he  respective  nations  should  monopo- 
'iizeasmnch  of  their  own  commerce  as  usual." 
Aooiber  eminent  merchant  [Mr,  Thorndike,  of 
BererlyJ  expressed,  at  i  lie  same  lime,  the  same 
opinion. 

Bat,  without  resting  the  queslioo  on  opinions, 
we  may  appeal  to  fdcts.  I  have  aousht  tnform- 
ation  of  the  risks  which  have  allended^our  foreign 
trade,  within  the  present  yearj  from  the  two  prin- 
cipal districts  of  Massachusetts. 

By  the  statement  in  my  hand,  lately  received, 
and  which  is  of  unquestionable  authority,  I  find, 
that  at  one  insurance  ofBce  in  Boston,  43  policies 
liavebeei)  written,  on  vessels  engaged  in  foreign 
voyage^  since  the  first  of  January,  1806.  Of 
these, 
5  were  undetermiDed. 
1  vcsmI  (the  Nenirality)  bound  from  MaraeiUe* 


;apiured  and  condemned  al  Gibraltar, 


arrived  salely.     In  all  43. 
is  stated,  that  there  were  three  policies  on  the 
Neutrality ;  and  that  possibly  there  might  he  more 
"'lan  one  policy  on  one  vessel  among  the  37  safe 

At  another  oflice  in  Boston,  outof  75  risks,  prin- 
ipally  to  the  West  Indies, 

3  vessels  were  captured  by  the  French,  of  which 
»e  British  re-captured  2. 

I  captured  by  the  British,  supposed  to  be  French 
properly. 

16 — about  this  number  are  undetermined;  and 
the  rest,  about  55,  have  ended  safely-     In  all  75. 

At  another  office  in  Boston,  out  of  somewhat 

ore  than  100  risks, 

4  vessels  were  captured  by  the  British,  of  which 
were  condemned  for  breach  of  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil ;  1  probably  enemy's  property,  and  1  remaineil 
under  adjudication. 

1  captured  and  condemned  by  the  French ;  and, 

1  seized  by  them  at  Alicant,  while  they  had 
the  power  there. 

S5  risks  were  undetermined;  and  the  remainder 
ended  safely. 

The  premiums  of  insurance  have  been  about 
eleven  per  cen(.  to  and  from  the  West  indies,  for 
(he  whole  voyage. 

7  per  cent,  from  the  Wes(  Indies,  with  cargo 

9  to  10  per  cent,  from  Europe,  if  not  violatine 

British  orders.  * 

4  10  5  per  cent,  from  Europe  agatnii  French 

By  a  statement  received  from  Salem,  on  the 
correctness  of  which  I  can  rely,  I  find  that  in  Ihe 
district  of  Salem  and  Beverly,  22  vessels  sailed, 
by  the  President's  permission,  between  the  5th  o[ 
April  aud  the  lOih  of  August.  Of  these  vessels, 
1  sailed  10  Sumatra,  1  to  Senegal,  and  the  rest  to 
different  ports  in  the  West  Indies.'    Of  the  whole 

1  returned  leaky,  and  remained  at  home. 

12  returned  io  safety;  and, 

9  remained  undetermined;  but  i(  was  not  known 
that  any  of  ihem  had  been  detained  or  condemn- 
ed by  any  foreign  Power 

In  all  22. 

The  insurance  on  the  Sumatra  voyage,  out  and 
home,  was  H  per  crnt. 

Martinico,  Havana,  and  Surinam— the  voyage 
out  and  home,  9  lo  10  per  cent. 

Havana,  rI  and  from.  5^  per  cent. 

The  premium  of  insurance  from  Calcutta  to 
the  Uoited  Slates,  the  last  Summer  and  Autumn, 
has  been  8  per  cent. 

Thus,  Mr.  President,  we  see  that  the  risk  on 
our  foreign  trade  has  been  very  little  increased 
since  the  i.^suing  the  French  Decree  of  Berlin, 
and  the  British  Orders  in  Council. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  SuiTfl) 
asks.  What  would  have  been  the  insurance  on  an 
American  vessel  bound  to  France  7  I  am  not  in- 
formed.   Perhaps  75  to  90  per  cent.,  though  it  is 
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ts  would  hazard 

lofage,  or  thai  the  ucder- 

"   ■      '    -   ■     s  ihii 


prove?  Why,  ihat  the  riak,  under  the  British 
Otders,  is  to  great,  in  attempting  to  enter  a  port 
in  France,  as  perhaps  to  amount  to  an  aciual 
blockade. 

I  DOW  beg  leate,  sir,  to  cornmunicafc  iheinfor- 
malioD  I  have  recently  received  from  the  latter  of 
(be  IWQ  merchants  before  referred  to.*  Having 
requested  of  him  the  data  on  which  his  opinion 
befare-meatioQcd  whs  founded,  he  has  sent  me  an 
answer,  dated  the  23d  instant,  from  which  I  will 
read  Ihe  material  parts.  He  says  : 
"  Respflcting-  the   eoioparstive    trade    of  profound 

Cace,  and  the  preunt  moment,  if  the  embargo  should 
removed,  and  the  decreea  and  Orders  of  Cod ncil  re- 
main, it  18  a  aubject  about  which  it  is  difficult  to  go 
into  that  detail  which  irill  show  satisfBctoril;  an  exact 
leault ;  because,  if  you  resort  to  the  eiports  of  a  year 
in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  compare  the  aggregate 
with  a  year  in  war,  Ihe  prices  being  so  diffarent,  the 
difference  in  amount  will  not  give  the  exact  data  ne 
want.  And  to  take  the  quantitj  of  each  articia  of  ex- 
port will  not  be  BBtiafacIary ;  becauBS  in  different  jears 
WB  eiporl  more  of  the  same  article  to  the  same  mar- 
ket, and  in  proportion  to  the  quantilj  raised,  or  good- 
ness or  badneae  of  the  crop.  But  of  the  f^cl  I  have 
no  doubt,  that  our  trade  would  be  much  greater  and 
more  productive,  if  the  embargo  were  removed,  than  it 
can  bo  in  time  of  peace  j  becauae  when  the  colonial 
trade  of  the  European  Powers  is  confined  as  uiual,we 
cannot  carry  any  kind  of  proviaiona  to  the  colonies  of 
any  of  them,  without  being  aubject  lo  a  heavy  duty, 
nearly  equal  to  a  prohibition.  And  we  are  not  allowed 
to  bring  away  anything  but  rum  and  molasaea ;  and  of 
course  wc  lose  the  whole  of  the  colonial  trsde,  so  far 
•a  respects  imparting  any  articles  with  a  view  of  ei- 

Krtingthem  again;  eicepling  on);  from  the  Isle  of 
ance,  and  Bour)>on,  which  has  generally  been  free. 
But  we  may  be  shut  out  there.  The  trade  lo  the  col- 
onial ia  now  free  for  all  eaporta  and  imports  with 
■mall  duties.  And  if  the  largest  and  moat  natural 
European  markets  for  the  sale  of  colonial  produce  are 
occluded,  still  we  have  open  to  us,  all  that  the  British 
have,  and  we  can  carry  those  articles  to  Sweden,  Spain, 
Portugal,  coast  of  Barbary,  Turkey,  Bidly,  Sardinia, 
and  Malta  ;  the  three  last  of  which  are  ports  at  which 
the  articles  aetl  high,  and  are  bought  for  the  purpose  of 
■muggling  over  to  the  Continent,  where  they  are  aeiit 
in  great  quantities." 

The  following  statement  is  then  given,  of  the 
amount  of  our  exports  from  the  30(li  of  Septem- 
ber, 1800,  10  Sepiember  30,  1807,  (taken  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  lo  coun- 
Ines  and  places  other  than  those  in  Europe, 
which  are  under  the  government  or  control,  or  in 
alliance  with  the  French  Emperor;  all  which 
are  considered  as  shut  up  by  the  British  Orders 
of  Council  ; 

"  Domestic  exporta  (or  of  articles  of  tlie  growth,  pro- 
duce,  or  manufacture   of  the   United 

Stales $3e,10B,&Si 

Foreign  goods  exported    -        -        -  84,140,405 


To  this  may  be  added  Spanish  dollars,  ei- 
poTled  to  India  and  China,  and  which  are 
not  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  Beerela- 
ry  of  the  Treasury,  and  may  be  estimated 


Whole  amount       -        -        •  66,850,486 

"  This  amount  maj  be  exported  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  BriUah  Orders  of  Council,  and  the  eitra  pre- 
miumi  against  French  capture!  would  not  oiceed  th* 
tblloning  rates,  via: 

"  To  Sweden,  3  per  cent. ;  Swedish  and  other  Weil 
Indies,  and  the  Spanish  Main,  6  do. ;  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  4  do.;  England,  Scotland,  without  the  Channel, 
saj  Liverpool,  Greenock,  Ireland,  &c.,  Ac.,  4  do.;  and 
within  the  Channel,  6  do.;  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Ac,  6 
do. ;  Gibraltar,  3  do. ;  Spanish  ports  in  the  Bay  of  Bis- 
cay, 6  do. ;  Spaniah  ports  on  the  Atlantic,  3do.;  8paD- 
ishlports  on  the  Mediterranean,  B  do- ;  Madeira,  the  Ca- 
naries, Fayal,  and  other  Azores,  3  do  ;  Portugal,  3  do^ 
Cape  de  Verd,  3  da. ;  Sicily,  6  do  ;  Malta,  6  do. ;  Chi- 
na, 4  dni. ;  Sumatra,  3  do. )  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
America,  3  do. ;  Calcutta  and  the  coast  of  Coroman- 
del  and  Malabar,  ado.;  Africa,  4  do.;  Arabia,  and 
Red  Sea,  including  Mocha  and  Muscat,  4  do. ;  Manilla, 
4  do. ;  Northweat  coast  of  America,  3  do ;  Halifax  and 
Newfoundland,  I  do. 

"In  time  of  profbund  peace,anrtrade  might  be  ftiily 
eatimated  thus: 

Domeadc  exporta      .        .        -        .        $46,699,69) 
To  which  may  be  added  spede  to  China 

and  India 6,000.000 


64,B99,6W 


Foreign  eiporle,  nothing. 

"  In  time  of  peace  these  must  be  so  very  ioconaider- 

able  aa  to  be  unimportant  in  this  statement.'' 
This  is  supposing  the  same  domestic  articles  u 

were  exported  in  1S06,  and  allowing  ibera  (obeat 

thesame  prices:  so  that  the  comparison  stands  ihtu; 

Our  exports,  if  the  embargo  were  removed, 
would  be $66,250,848 

Free  fi^m  any  embarrassment  from  the 
Bntisb  Orders  in  Council. 

If  peace  were  to  teke  place  and  the  Euro- 
pean nations  aaaume  their  trade  aa  Usu- 
al ;  and  the  prices  of  our  domestic  arti- 
cles remain  at  the  average  prices  in 
1806,  (which  they  wonld  not,}  we  should 
export 64,699,591 


Leaving  -  -  .  .  11,550,894 
leas  export  trsde  in  time  of  peaca  than  we  might  non 
enjoy,  and  which  amount  is  to  be  twice  water  borne, 
once  in  importing  it  from  the  places  of  growth,  and 
again  carrying  it  to  the  consumers ;  and  of  coursa 
would  employ  shipping  appertaining  to  the  ca^ritge  of 
one  freight,  equal  in  amount  to  more  than  twenty- 
three  milliona  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  • 

"  Ab  an  evidenccF  of  the  correctneaa  of  thia  atale- 
ment,  it  will  be  seen  by  a  recnrrenco  to  the  statement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  lor  the  year.  1803, 
that  the  exporta  had  fallen,  in  that  short  peace,  from 
$93,080,613,  to  $56,600,032. 

<•  It  is  lo  be  observed,  that  we  might  now  enjoy  a 
trade  to  South  America  and  the  Span ialT  Main,  wbid 
might  be  estimated  at  least  at  tram  four  to  five  milliona 
of  dollars,  a  conaiderable  part  of  which  wonld  be  again 
exported  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  which  baa  never 
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nadeasypwt  of  the  Becrctarj'* report;  bocauMthe 
tnuJe  lo  thooa  coDDtricB  hai  been  ptohibited  until  late- 
ly. It  iDsj  mlso  be  lemembeTed,  Ibat  tbo  export  trade 
does  not  show  Iha  nbole  adTaDtago  of  the  colonial 
trade  whicb  we  mi^ht  now  enjoy ;  bectoae  all  ne  im- 
port for  oar  owD  coniomptioa  ought  to  be  added." 

[Here  Mr.  Llotd  stated  that,  in  bis  opinion, 
the  Talue  of  the  irade  which  might  now  be  pros- 
ecuted from  the  United  Stfttsi,  eoQMdering  the 
9  of  the  great  nations  of 
luld  be  carried 


Kurope,  woi 

(M   uier  >  freneral  peace,  and  the  adoption,  by 

the  EnropeBn  Powers,  of  tci^ir  restriciire  colonial 

aysiemi-j 

On  this  clear  and  ialeresting  view  of  the  com- 
merce which  the  United  States  might  carry  on, 
irere  the  embareu  out  of  the  way,  no  comments 
are  neeessary.  The  ob^rTations  of  the  writer  of 
the  letter  are  evidences  of  bis  being  master  of 
[he  aabjeci. 

Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Giles)  has  been  pleased  lo  attribute  the 
diseoD tenia,  in  New  England,  especially  in  Mas- 
BchtiMtts,  relative  to  the  embargo,  solely  to  the 
aiU  of  demagogue;,  who  wish  to  get  into  office. 

The  geoileman  from  Connecticut  noticed  this 
refMYMch;  but  as  it  appeared  to  be  levelled  chiefly 
■t  leading  citizens  in  Massachusetts.  I  feel  it  lo 
be  mr  daty  further  to  remark,  Ibat  of  all  the  citi- 
ZCBS  of  Ihe  United  Stales  none  stand  more  aloof 
fhiBi,  BOBB  more  detest  the  character  of  demn- 
gc^es,tban  those  to  whom  the  geotleman  refer- 
icd.  I  know  those  men  who  reprobate  the  em- 
bargo, and  who,  in  conversation,  end  in  newspa- 
pera,  expresa  ibeir  sentiments  about  it,  or  patron- 
ise thoie  wbo  do.  They  are  not  seeking  for 
cfficea — (DBiiy  of  them  could  not  be  persuaded  to 
accept  tfee  best  office  in  the  President's  gift— but 
to  sa>e  their  country  from  the  efiecis  of  meas- 
aits,  IB  their  view,  alike  ruinous  and  disgraceful. 
'  They;  are  men,  sir,  whose  age,  whose  experience, 
.  vhoqi^  knowledge,  whose  wisdom,  whose  virtue, 
piye  them  in  ibc  first  rank  of  citizens.  They 
•re  nun.  air,  ten  of  whom,  bad  they  been  in  Sod- 
am,  would  have  saved  that  city  from  destruction. 
Amongthem  was  the  immortal  Ames,  than  whom 
a  parer  spirit  never  lefl  the  earth.  He  wrote 
wbile  he  nad  strength  to  bold  a  pen.  He  died  on 
the  aaaiversary  morning  of  the  nation's  birth- 
day— and  this  was  among  his  last  prayers :  "  Oh, 
■ive  mv  country !" 

GentlemeD  have  said  moch  about  insurrection 
and  rebellion  ;  and,  in  language  not  very  ooncil- 
■iai(M7,-poiDied  all  their  allusions  to  the  people  of 
NewsKo^land.  Other  rulers  pronounced  them 
rebdi,  more  than  thirty  years  ago;  while  many 
then  aoboro  aoar  wish  to  cover  themselves  wiih 
their  aiantl^  and  to  share  the  honors  of  the  patri- 
ot* of  1776. 

Brit,  why  shoold  gentlemen  be  surprised  ibat 
Sreat  diacontents  prevail  in  that  country;  and 
that  Ihe  Legialalures,  with  a  deliberation  and  so- 
le id  a  iiy>  white  b  should  command  attention,  have 
proDOODced  Ineir  opinions  of  iheembargol  Qen- 
tlemenwill  recollect  that  there  the  Revolution 
began,  of  which  Boston  was  the  cradle.    And  if 


ibey  ivill  turn  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
[hey  will  find  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  Colo- 
nies separating  themselves  from  Great  Brilain, 
and  renouncing  the  Government  of  the  King, 
wis,  their  enacting  laws  "for  cutting  off  our 
trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world," 

Mr.  Presideffl,  in  a  public  document  on  our 
tables,  we  are  tojd,  thai  "ofter  a  period  of  (wen- 
'  ty-fire  years  of  peace,  hardly  interrupted  bjT 
'  transient  hoslililies,  and  of  prosperity  unparal- 
'  leled  in  the  history  of  nations,  ihe  United  Statea 
'  are  for  the  first  time,  since  ibe  treaty  which  ter- 
'  minated  the  Revolutionary  war,  placed  in  a  sit- 
'  uaiion  equally  difficult,  critical,  and  dangerous." 

That  our  country  has  enjoyed  such  unexampled 
prosperity,  I  readily  agree  :  out  the  present  is  not 
the  first  lime  that  these  Stales  have  been  placed 
in  a  difScult.  critical,  and  dangerous  situation. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  yesterday 
noticed  the  most  difficult  crisis.  In  1793,  it  re- 
quired all  ihe  firmness  and  immense  popularity 
of  President  WAeniNOTON,  to  stem  the  torrent  m 
popular  delusion,  thai  was  hurrying  the  United 
Stales  into  the  vortex  of  the  French  Revolution. 

In  1794,  the  same  steadiness,  the  same  undevi* 
Rling  pursuit  of  the  public  welfare,  in  spite  of 
popular  clamor  and  formal  opposition,  were  ne- 
cessary to  insiituie  a  mission  to  Great  Brilain,  lo 
negotiate  and  seiile  tvith  that  Qovernmeni  ques- 
tions of  the  highest  moment  to  these  Slates,  and 
which,  if  tbey  remained  much  longer  unsettled, 
might  endanger  the  peace  of  the  nalion.  That 
negotiation,  committed  to  theconduct  of  astaies- 
man,  than  whom  our  country  has  produced  not 
one  more  firm,  more  wise,  or  more  upright,  was, 
by  bis  candor,  abilily,  and  decision,  brought  to  a 
happy  conclusion,  io  fewer  months,  than  some 
more  modern  negotiations  have  occupied  years, 
without  being;  brought  to  any  conclusion ;  unless 
their  uKer  failure  may  be  called  a  conclusion. 

In  17S5,  the  United  States  were  agitated  lo 
their  centre,  by  the  opposition  to  the  British 
Treaty.  Artful  and  aspiring  demagogues  seized 
upon  the  knownprejudices  of  ifae  people  in  regard 
to  the  two  great  contending  nations  ;  and  exert- 
ing all  tbeirTaoulties  to  keep  up  the  popular  delu- 
sion, hoped  that,  by  the  loud  and  extended  clamor, 
the  President  would  be  deterred  from  ratifying 
Ibe  treaty  which  Mi.  Jay  bad  so  happily  conclu- 
ded. Here  again  were  displayed  ihe  firmness  and 
patriotism  of  W&shinqton.  Always  determined 
to  pursue  the  irue  interests  of  the  people,  although 
at  Ibe  baxard  of  his  popularity,  he  ratified  tlie 
treaty.  Here  it  was  presumed,  all  opposition 
would  cease.  But  it  again  appeared,  and  with  a 
more  formidable  aspect,  in  the  Naiional  Legisla- 
tnre.  But  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it.  The  treaty 
was  finally  carried  into  execution.    It  had,  how- 

Revolutioaary  France,  wiKhiog  to  involve  us 
in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  this  Ireaty, 
merely  of  amity  and  commerce,  had  prevented, 
pretended  that  it  was  equivalent  to  a  Treaty  of 
Alliance  with  Great  Britain.  And  seizing  on 
this  pretence,  ai  once  to  vent  ber  resentment, and 
gratify  the  rapacity  of  her  rulers  with  the  plun- 


.dbyCoo^le 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS 


Sen  ATS, 


NOVEHBEB,  180S. 


der  or  our  citizeni,  sha  let  loose  her  cruisers  upon 
our  commerce. 

We  urged  the  obli'saiioDS  of  treaties,  TJolaled 
by  ihese  caplures.  She  aoswered,  that  she  found 
only  a  real  disadTaniage  in  tboae  obligations! 
and  continued  ber  depredalions.  Repeated  mis- 
BJODBof  respectable  Ministers  to  Paris  endearured 
to  propiliaie  ber  rulers, and  prevail  oo  them  topul 
■  stop  to  Kucb  eaormiiies.  But  ihey  were  deaf 
to  the  voice  of  justice.  Theo  it  was  that  our 
OoTerumeni  auihorized  au  artncd  commerce, and 
equipped  a  Email  but  gallant  navy  for  its  Airtber 
protection  ;  and  made  other  defensiTe  prepara- 
tions, such  as  hare  been  stated  hj  thegeotleman 

If,  sir,  our  couDirjr  ja  now  placed  in  a  situation 
more  "difficult,  critical  and  dangerous,"  than  at 
any  of  the  periods  to  which  [  have  adverted, 
though  I  am  very  far  from  adopting  that  opinioD, 
where  shall  we  look  for  the  cause?  If  in  1794, 
wheD  Bnglaad  had  powerful  associates  in  her 
war  with  France,  and  the  latter  had  been 


naralively,  but  line  extended  beyond  her  natural 
limits ;  the  United  States,  with  perbaps  two-thirds 
of  her  present  papulation,  and  less  than  half  h< 


present  revenuej  were  able  to  induce  England  to 
accede  to  their  just  demands,  and  to  close  all  dif- 
ferences by  an  advaatageous  treaty;  how  has  it 
happened  that  the  present  Administration,  with 
all  ibe  accession  of  power  from  an  increased  pop- 
ulation, and  a  more  than  doubled  rerenue;  when, 
too,  gigantic  France  wielded  the  force  and  tlie 
resources  of  continental  Europe;  and  Kngland. 
single-handed,  was  left  to  meet  a  world  in  arms ; 
how  has  it  happened,  that  with  these  superior  ad- 
vantages and  more  powerful  meansjall  the  nego- 
tlatloDs  of  the  present  Admiaislratlon  with  Eng- 
land, one  excepted,  of  local  rather  than  general 
application,  and  which  1  need  not  explain,  have 
failed?  Had  they  been  conducted  with  equal 
candor,  ability,  and  dignity,  must  they  not  have 
produced  as  early,  and  at  least  as  advantageous 
results  1    Was  this  a  cause  of  their  failure,  that 

Eoints  of  questionable  right,  because  not  settled 
y  the  universally  acknowledged  law  of  nations, 
aad  therefore  of  doubtful,  or  hopeless  attainment, 
were  pertinaciously  insisted  on  1 

Mr.  President,  to  Gad  a  remedy  for  evils,  as 
well  in  the  body  politic  as  iu  the  natural  body,  it 
is  necessary  to  investigate  their  causes. 

Nearly  eight  years  Have  elapsed  since  we  were 
told,  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  nation,  that 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Government, 
the  United  States  were  then  "  In  the  full  tide  of 
successful  experiment."  And  the  report  on  our 
tables,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  declares, 
in  grave  and  solemn  language,  that  during  a  pe^ 
riod  of  twenty-five  years,  which  brings  us  down 
to  the  embargo,  the  United  Stales  have  enjoyed  a 
"prosperity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations." 
Yet  during  the  whole  of  this  period  of  unequalled 
prosperity,  arising  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
commerce  and  agriculture,  each  giving  life  and 
rigor  10  the  other,  thaieommerce  has  been  exposed 
to  the  aggressions  of  the  belligerent  nations.  For 
those  of  Oreat  Britain,  up  to  near  the  close  of 


1794,  compenaxtion  was  made,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  For  the  like  ag- 
gressions by  Spain,  the  like  indemnity  was  girca 
tiy  virtue  of  the  treaty  with  that  Power,  concluded 
in  October  1795.  For  French  spoliations  during 
the  whole  period  of  her  revolutionary  war,  spo- 
liations which  have  been  estimated  at  not  less 
than  millions  of  dollars,  we  have  received  noth- 
ing? Nor  have  we  obtained  any  reimbursement 
from  Spain  for  the  spoliations  committed  by  ber 
cruisers,  after  she  became  the  ally  of  France. 

Captures  and  condemnrflions,  however,  mora 
or  less  extended,  have  never  ceased;  uotwitfa- 
standingall  which,  and  the  continued  impress- 
ment of  seamen  from  our  merchant  vessels,  tha 
same  uoexampled  prosperity  has  attended  us; 
until  suddenly,  and  to  the  asiooishment  of  the 
nation,  this  flowing  tide  of  succcs; 
and  agriculture  was  stopped  by  that  fatal  ii 
the  embargo.  The  shock  was  aggravated  by  the 
concealmentof  its  real  cause.  Sir,  I  hazard  noth- 
ing in  asserting,  that  to  this  day  that  cause  has 
not  been  satisfactorily  declared.  Allow  me  time 
to  justify  this  assertion.  I  bring  together  facta 
and  circumstances,  and  then  genlTemcn  will 
juJge  whether  my   conclusion   be  erroueoui   or 

On  the  14ih  of  December,  1807,  the  despatches 
brought  by  the  Revenge,  from  our  Minister  ia 
Paris,  were  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 
On  her  arrival  at  New  York,  reports  brought  by 
her  stated,  that  the  French  Emperor  had  declared 
that  there  should  be  no  neutrals.  The  sources  of 
information,  and  the  character  of  the  Emperor. 
rendered  those  reports  worthy  of  credit;  and 
though  afterwards  publicly  and  stoutly  denied, 
they  were  believed  ;  and  no  gectleman  here  will 
now  he  inclined  to  doubt  the  fact.  These  re- 
ports, and  the  mystery  which  surrounded  tha 
recommended  embargo,  naturally  excited  suspi- 

Of  the  French  papers  supposed  to  be  brought 
by  the  Revenge,  none  were  communicated  to 
Congress,  sarea  letter  dated  September  24,  1307. 
from  General  Armstrong  in  M.  Champagnr,  and 
his  answer  of  the  7ih  of  October,  relative  u 
the  Berlin  decree;  and  a  letter  from  Regnier,  Min- 
ister of  Justice,  to  Charopagny,  giving  the  Em- 
peror's interpretation  of  that  decree.  These threa 
papers,  with  a  newspaper  copy  of  a  Proclamatioa 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  issued  in  the  same 
October,  were  all  the  papers  communicated  by 
the  President  to  Congre.«s,  as  the  grounds  on  whick 
he  recommended  the  embargo.  These  papers,  he 
said,  "showed  the  great  and  increasing  dangera 
'  with  which  our  vessels,  our  seamen,  and  mer- 
'  chandise  were  threatened  ou  the  high  seas  and 
'  elsewhere,  from  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Eu- 

As  to  the  Proclamation  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  requiring  the  return  of  his  subjeciK,  and 
particularly  the  seamen  from  foreign  countries,  it 
was  no  more  than  every  government  has  a  right 
to  issue,  and  commonly  does  issue,  in  time  of  war. 
This  Proclamation  contained  no  evidence  of  in 
creasing  danger  to  "  our  seamen ;"  on  the  cod 
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tnrr,  if  I  miilske  not,  (for  I  have  doe  ibe  Pro- 
duiuikni  bjr  me.)  there  was  ■  solemo,  public  in- 
jiociuMi  to  bis  oarsl  officers  to  conduct  impress- 
mtaU  with  increased  caulion  and  care.  So  that 
iakpmsments  would  probably  ratbei  be  dimia- 
^ed  ibao  iacreaaeJ. 

LuasBOw  examine  the  Ibree  oiher  pafiers,  all 
of  wbc^as  I  have  noticed,  and  as  eenllemen  re- 
meakK,  related  to  Ibe  decree  of  NoTember  21, 
190fi.  Tbis  decree  was  isaoed  at  Berlin,  by  the 
Frcaei  Emperor,  at  the  momeai  when,  ioflated 
viik  Bare  than  ordioary  arro^nce  and  pride,  he 
wai  aumg  in  that  capital  of  the  Prussian  laon- 
atuT.jut  then  subrerted  by  hia  arms. 

Itrirsiariiclef  declared  sU  (be  British  Isles 
in  a  nie  of  blockade.  This,  according  to  its 
Miaiiebjected  lo  capture  aod  condemnation  all 
tfXaJ  resets  bonod  to  and  from  British  ports; 
ktnwems  to  have  been  held  in  a  stata  of  lua- 
fKsr.  Bai  another  article,  declaring  "all  mea- 
':iaadUe  beloDging  to  England,  or  coming  from 
':t5inaoDfacioriesand  colon ica. (although  belong- 
•iag  lo  ncntrals.)  to  be  lawful  prize,"  was  to  be 
unitd  into  execution.  Such  was  the  decision  of 
ifce  Emperor  as  stated  by  hii  Minister  of  Justice 
ca  the  18th  of  September,  1807,  in  his  letter  to 
Champazay-  This  decision  coming  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  General  Armstrong,  he,  on  the  21tli  of 
September,  wrote  to  Mr.  Ctiarapagny.  and  asked 
"whether  it  wa^  the  Emperor's  intention  to  in- 
fract the  obltgation.i  of  the  treaty  subsiMioEt  be- 
tween tbe  United  States  and  the  French  Empire." 
Mr.  Champagny,  in  his  answer  of  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, ineloiiiig  the  letter  of  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, with  wonderful  assurance,  tells Gi^neral  Arm- 
Uroug  that  it  was  easy  to  reconcile  the  execution 
of  the  decree  ■with  the  observance  of  treaties  j  al- 
iboDgh  BDibinK  was  more  obrioun,  (as  Mr.  Madi- 
aoV;  oa  the  Sto  of  February  last,  wrote  to  Qen- 
erai  Armstroog,)  than  that  it  riolaled  as  well  the 
positive  stipulations  of  our  treaty  with  France, 
utbe  ioeonieslable  principles  of  public  law. 

lo  tbe  European  parts,  under  the  Emperor's 
(Mtrol,  and  even  in  neutral  ports, the  decree  was 
npHonsly  executed.  And,  although  it  is  said 
ikere  wasno  formal  decision  in  the  French  Coun- 
cil of  Prizes,  condemning  American  properly, 
under  the  decree,  until  the  16[h  day  of  October, 
1807;  yeL  Mr.  Madison  slates,  as  early  as  the 
i2d  of  May,  1807,  (in  his  letter  of  that  dale  to 
General  Armstrong.)  that  "there  were  proofs 
thai  tbe  French  West  India  privateers  had,  under 
colot  of  tbe  edict,  (the  Berlin  decree,)  comm'"' ' 
depredations" on  out  commerce.  And,  morei 
that  Spaia  ~arowedly  pursuing  the  example  and 
the  views  of  the  French  Emperor,"  bad  issued 
amilar  decree,  and  even  in  broader  terms,  whici 
*if  not  »peedily  recalled  or  corrected,  wool 
doabtless  extend  the  scene  of  spoliations  already 
bepw  in  that  quarter." 

Sachwere  the  French  papersin  ihiscasc.   And 
now  let  us  see  the  amount  of  ■'  the  great  an 
creasing  dangers  which   ihreateoed  our  ve; 
aarseaiBea    and  merchandise." 

lo  lie  letter   of  February  8,  1808,  from  Mr. 
Uadison  to  General  ArtnsUong,  speaking  of  the 


Berlin  decree,  and  the  Emperor's  decision  there- 
in, Mr.  Madison  says:  ''The  conduct  of  the 
French  Government,  in  giving  l^is  extended 
operation  to  its  decree,  and,  indeed,  in  i^^suing 
one  with  such  an  apparent  or  doubtful  import, 
against  the  rights  of  the  sea,  is  the  more  extra- 
ordinary, inasmuch  as  tbe  inability  to  enforce  it 
an  that  element,  exhibited  the  measure  in  the 
light  of  an  empty  menace."  And  in  bis  letter  of 
the  S5lh  of  March,  180S,  to  Mr.  Er!>kine,  Ml. 
Madison,  speakins  of  the  same  decree, says  ''that 
'  France  was  without  the  means  to  carry  it  into 
effect  against  the  rights  and  obligations  of  a  nen- 
tral  natioD." 
Thus,  then,  we  see  the  President's  'great  and 
increasing  dangers  with  which  our  vessels,  our 
seamen,  and  merchandise,  were  threatened  oa 
the  high  seas  and  else vr here,"  and  its  Atended 
iperatioD,  rested  on  what  he,  ibtough  his  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Madison,  has  since  pronounced  "an 
empty  menace,"  a  project  "  which  France  had  no 
eans  to  carry  into  effecl," 

Shall  I  be  told,  Mr.  President,  of  the  Britsh  Or- 
ders of  Council  1   and  that  they  were  compre- 
hended in  the  President's  view  of  the  great  and 
increasing  dangers  to  which  our  commerce  wa« 
exposed?     If  that  were  the  fact,  was  it  not  hit 
duty  to  give  such  information  of  them  as  he  pos- 
d,lo  the  Senate?  Hegavenone.  Iknowlhat 
■  orders  were  afterwards  pressed  into  his  ser- 
to  justify  the  measure  ;  and  still  later  it  baa 
been  conQdenily  said,  *'  that  those  orders  stood  in 
frooC  of  the  real  causes  of  the  embargo ;"  and  yet 
ibey  were  invisible  to  the  Senate.    What !  the 
great,  the  operative  cause  of  the  embargo,  ''before 
hich  all  other  motives  sunk  into  insigniScance," 
>I  seen,  not  known  to  the  Senate  1    IVoi  glanced 
.  hy  the  Presidenlin  his  Message,  nor  intimated 
to  any  of  the   members  who  were  honored  witk 
his  confidence,  and  by  them  to  the  Senate! 

But,  from  reasoning,  1  will  recur  lo  written 
proofs,  furnished  by  the  President  himself,  and 
now  on  our  tables. 

In  Mr.  Madison's  leller  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  tbe 
President's  Minister  in  London,  dated  December 
23, 1807,  Ihe  next  day  after  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo was  passed;  and  this,  after  it  had  under- 
gone three  aaysof  earnest  opposition  in  theHonse 
of  Representatives,  during  wbich  it  behooved  the 
father  of  the  measure,  and  his  friends,  to  furnish 
every  possible  argument  lo  silence  opposition,  and 
lo  satisfy  tbe  nation  of  its  expediency  and  neces- 
sity; after  all  this,  Mr.  Madison,  in  that  letter, 
tells  Mr.  Pinkoey  that  "  the  policy  and  (he  cause* 
of  the  measure  are  explained  in  the  Message 
itself."  The  contents  of  ihe  Message  (compre- 
hending ihe  papera  it  referred  to)  I  have  already 
stated ',  and  tbe  statement  demonst rales,  that  they 
were  not  the  causes  or  motives  of  the  embargo  j 
for  an  "empty  menace,"  a  decree  without  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  could  be  no  cause, 
no  motive  for  a  measure,  whose  avowed  object 
was  "lo  save  our  vessels,  our  seamen,  and  mer- 
chandise, from  great  and  increasing  dangers." 

Sir,  let  all  the  docnmentv  laid  on  our  tables  by 
the  President  be  examined,  and  you  will  not  find 
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ODC  io  which  he  hazards  the  asienion,  that  the 
Btiiish  orders  of  November  11,  were  kaowa  to 
him  at  the  time  he  recDmrneoded  ibe  embargo,  or 
duiao  expecutianorthemdeiermincJ  hisrecum- 
mcDdatioa.  It  wai  oot  uoiil  the  2d  ofFebrnary, 
wbcD  ifaef  had  been  officially  communicated  by 
the  British  Minister,  that  he  offered  them  toCon- 
gieis  ''as  a  farther  proof  of  the  iocrea^ng  daa- 
'gen  to  our  Darigatioa  and  commerce,  which  led 
'  to  the  prorident  measure  of  the  act  layiog  an 
'embargo."  And  Mr.  Madiaon.  in  his  leltef  to 
Mr.  Piakaey  of  February  19,  1808,  cautiouajy 
aroids  ascribing  the  origin  of  the  embargo  to  the 
British  orders  J  though,  he  says,  the  probability 
of  iDch  decrees  was  among  (he  c  onsi  derail  on  s 
which ''enforced"  Ibe  measure;  (he  laDguace  of 
the  British  gazettes,  with  other  indications,  aar- 
iog,  he  uid,  left  little  doubt  that  such  orders  were 
"meditated."  And  he  adds,  that  "the  appear- 
'  ance  of  these  decree*  (cDeaoing  the  British  or- 
'  dera)  had  much  effect  la  reconciling  all  descrip- 
'  tioQs  etDODg  us  to  [he  embargo." 


23  to  Mr-  Piukney,  he  says,  "  the  policy  and  the 
'  caoies  of  the  embargo  are  eiplaioed  in  the  Pre- 
'  sident's  Message."  But  in  his  letter  of  February 
19.  he  says,  "  my  last  (chat  of  December  23)  ia- 
'  closed  a  copy  of  the  act  of  embargo,  and  ez- 
'  plaioed  the  policy  of  the  measure;"  leaving  out 
"  causen,"  and  iDtrodnciog  the  noknown  British 
orders  as  among  the  considerations  which  eti' 
forced  it. 

The  President,  too,  in  his  answer  to  the  Boston 
petition  for  suspendingp  the  embargo,  says^  not 
that  the  British  orders  were  known  to  exist  at 
the  time  when  the  embargo  was  laid  ;  bat  only 
that  they  were  in  existence  ai  the  date  of  the  law; 
from  which  the  unwary  reader  might  suppose  that 
they  were  known  to  exist  at  that  dale. 

From  all  these  considerations,  it  appears  to  be 
demonstrated,  that  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
of  November  II,  1807,  were  not  known,  and  that 
the  newspaper  rnmors  concerning  them  nerer 
entered  into  the  views  of  the  President  and  Con- 
gress, as  a  motive  for  laying  the  embargo.  And 
here  the  well-known  maxim  applies,  de  turn  ap- 
partntUnu  el  mm  exUtentibuseadeaitBtlex.  Al- 
though the  British  orders  were  in  existence,  yet, 
as  they  were  not  known  to  exist,  they  were,  as  to 
the  embargo,  nonenlitiei. 

The  conclusions  resulting  from  the  facts  and 
circumstances  which  i  have  collected  and  com- 
pared, are  serious  and  alarming.  They  deraoD- 
strate  that  the  representation,  in  the  President's 
Message  recommending  the  embargo,  was  dela- 
sive,  calculated  to  lead  Congress  into  the  belief 
that  the  situation  of  the  United  States.in  relation 
to  France  and  England,  was  extremely  perilous, 
requiring  the  instant  adoption  of  the  measure 
recommended.  And  as  Congress  did  adopt  it,  en- 
acting the  law  recommended,  it  must  be  prenumed 
that  they  believed  an  embargo  was  necessary  to 
preserveour  vessels,  our  seamen,  and  merchandise, 
from  the  great  and  increasing  dangers  with  which 
ibe  MeHage  stated  that  they  were  thrckiened. 


subsequent  disclosure  has 
been  made  of  other  dangers  xnc 


follows, 
leof      ■ 

the  Message 


imunicated,  that  the  real 
!ve  for  the  embari;o  has  been,  and 
led  from  the  eye  of  Congress  and  the 


M.  Champagny's  teller  of  October  7,  (one  of 
(he  papers  communicated  with  the  Preiident'i 
Message,)  requires  eiaminalion.  But  I  should 
first  remark  that,  during  the  years  1806  and  1807, 
in  order  to  reduce  Eogland,  by  destroying  hei 
commerce,  (he  French  Emneror,  ia  execution  of 
and  in  the  spirit  of  his  Berlin  decree,  ordered  ill 
English  merchandise  to  be  seized  and  confiscated 
in  every  placeon  the  European  continent,  enemy 
or  neutral,  occupied  or  which  should  be  occupied, 
by  the  French  armies.  For  this  purpose,  and  ai 
one  ioslance  among  many,  his  troops  look  pot- 
session  of  Hamburg,  a  city  with  which  Americaa 
merchants  carried  on  a  large  and  valuable  com- 
merce, and  which^  as  neutral,  was  entitled  to  the 
same  exemption  from  hostile  violence  as  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Stales,  and  by  the  Emperor's 
orders,  Bnurrienne,  bis  accredited  Minister  to  thai 
free  city,  addressed  a  note  to  the  Senate,  in  which, 
having  stated  that  every  person  who  traded  on 
the  Continent  in  English  merchandise,  second- 
ed (be  views  of  Engfand,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  her  accomplice ;  and  thai  a  great  por- 
tion of  (he  inhabitants  of  Hamburg  were  in  that 
Kredicament,  aod  notoriously  attached  to  Eng- 
ind  ;  the  Emperor  caused  possession  to  be  takeil 
of  their  city,  and  his  Berlin  decree  to  be  carried 
into  rigorous  execution.  Accordingly,  that  Min- 
ister, in  obedience  to  the  Emperor's  orders,  among 
other  outrages,  declared,  "  ail  English  mcrchaa- 
'  discs  that  may  be  found  in  the  city,  in  the  har- 
'  bor,  or  on  the  territory  of  Hamburg,  no  matter  to 
'  whom  they  belong,  shall  be  confiscated."  This 
was  done  so  early  as  the24ih  of  November,  ISOt^ 
only  three  days  after  the  Berlin  decree  was  is- 

With  equal  atrocity  the  Emperor  caused  to  be 
seiied  and  sequestered  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of 
neutrals  which  were  brotight  into,  or  voluntarily 
resorted  to,  the  ports  of  France  for  purposes  m 
lawful  trade.  And  we  know,  from  a  source  which 
will  not  be  questioned,  that  their  liberation  was 
hopeless;  because  they  were  worth  eighlecD  01 
twenty  millions  of  dollars! 

Of  the  vast  properly  thus  plundered,  a  largi 
portion  belongs  to  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 
On  the  15th  of  January  last  the  Emperor's  Min- 
ister, Champagny,  wrote  to  our  Minister,  General 
Armstrong,  that  their  property  would  remain  se- 
questered until  a  decision  should  be  had  (hereon ; 
and  this  decision  depended  on  our  associating  or  re- 
fusing to  associate  ourselves  wilh  him  and  his  allied 
States  in  their  war  with  Great  Britain.  Indeed 
the  Emperor  was  willing  to  save  us  the  (rouble 
ofconsideringand  deciding  for  ourselves:  be  de- 
clared war  for  us.  "  War  exists  then  in  fad  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  States,"  are  the 
words  of  Champsgny,  io  the  letter  just  men- 
tioned! What  measures  ought  to  be  kept  with 
sQcb  a  Power?    While  we  are  yet  independenl, 
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be  nntJerUkes  to  prescribe  the  line  of  cooduclve 
(hall  observi^,  on  paia  at  coDGscaiion  of  all  the 
property  of  our  innocent  and  unsuspecting  met- 
ebaots  iriibin  his  g:rasp!  Auil  tbis  niooslrous 
9'jtra^e  upon  our  honur  anii  independence,  the 
Sorrelarjf  of  Slate,  witb  very  eiemplary  meek- 
ness «fs  "  had  the  air,  al  leasl,  of  an  aisumed 
aothoriij  '.'^ 

Wbm  his  armies  did  not  thus  penetrate  and 
j^oojcr,  the  French  Emperor  sent  to  the  several 
Foam  oa  the  Continent,  whether  Emperors, 
Kbp, or  petty  Slates,  requiring  (or,  which  from 
his •u equivalent  toscommand,  inviiitig)  them 
to  ita  their  ports  against  the  commerce  of  Eng- 
luj;aad.  Sweden  excepted,  (between  whom  and 
the  Fieoeh  armies  lay  a  narrow  sea  guarded  by 
Swt&k  and  British  ships,)  all  obeyed.  Even 
ihf  Emperor  of  Austria,  though  at  peace  witb 
Engbnd.  shQt  againsC  ber  his  two  or  ihtee  lillle 
pciLs  at  the  head  of  the  Adriatic  Sea. 

Tbe  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  whose  coun- 
37  for  more  than  a  cenlurr  had  liTcd  in  friend- 
■hip  with  Eagland,  was  the  last  to  obey.  Bui, 
:aoagh  he  shut  bis  ports,  national  faith  and  grati- 
tude towards  his  rriends,  forbade  his  arresting 
Eo^uhnien  aad  English  merchandise.  By  shut- 
ting his  pods,  he  hoped  to  appease  the  Emperor, 
aad  save  his  kingdom.  But  his  fate  bad  been 
deierTDioed;  although  Portugal  had  for  many  ' 
Tears  been  paying  a  heavy  tribute  to  France,  and 
been,  moreover,  anxious  to  observe  the  duties  of 
a  neatral  nation.  To  save  himself  and  family 
from  disgrace  and  bondage,  the  Prince  quilted  his 
kingdom;  finding  an  asylum  in  his  American 
domioioni. 

Thoiwe  have  seen  (he  French  Emperor  not 
only  shalting  his  own  ports  and  those  of  his  allies. 
bot  eves  those  of  neutral  Slates,  against  British 
comnirree;  and  seizin^aud  confiscating  the  mer- 
cfaandue  proceeding  from  England  and  her  colo- 
■ies.  alihaugb  belonging  to  neutrals,  and  on  neu- 
Inl  territories;  and  that  this  unexampled  scene 
sCdevastaiion  commenced  within  four  days  after 
at  Berlin  decree  wag  issued. 

It  VIS  after  she  had  witnessed  all  these  atroci- 
iiei.nd  seen  the  deadly  weapon  aimed  at  her 
rTDli.ihal  SagUnd  issued  her  retaliating  order:: 
o/.Voreniber  llih,  1807. 

I  flow  recur  to  Mr.  Champagny's  letter  of  Oc- 
mbtt  7,  to  General  Armstrong,  in  answer  to  his 
loqairy,  "whether  (in  execuimg  the  Berlin  de- 
'eree]  il  was  His  Majesty's  intention  10  infract 
'tbeobli^iIoDB  oftbe  treaty  now  subsisting  be- 
'tween  the  United  Stales  and  the  French  Em- 
'pire?"     The  answer  to  which  has  been  already 

Allow  me  to  repeat,  that  Ibis  letter  of  Cham- 
pasny  was  one  of  the  four  papers  commmunica- 
ted  by  the  President  with  his  Message  recom- 
nending  the  embargo,  and  one  of  the  two  which, 
after  bemj  read,  was  not  (ben  suffered  to  remain 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  but  was  returned  to  the 
PresidenI,  logeiaer  with  Genera!  Armstrong's  let- 

■  Mr.  Madwod'a  letter  of  May  3d,  1808,  to  General 
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ler  to  which  it  was  an  answer,  agreeably  to  his 
request.  Subsequent  events  drew  ii  from  the 
Cahinel.  Gentlemen  will  also  recollect,  thai  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  President's  Message, 
in  which  he  desired  a  return  of  those  two  lellera, 
was  ordered  by  the  Senate  to  be  omiiied ;  so  that 
no  evidence  of  the  eziflence  of  those  letters  could 
appear  on  the  Senate's  Journal,  or  in  the  prinled 
copy.  In  this  letter  of  Cbampagny,  the  views  of 
the  French  Emperor  were  but  100  clearly  indi- 
cated. To  render  his  decree  of  blockade  "  more 
effectual"  (that  is  in  destroying  the  commerce  of 
England)  "  its  execution  must  be  complete."  Hot 
as  il  could  Dot  be  complete  while  the  vesaels  of 
the  United  Biaiei  (then  with  those  of  England 
carrying  on,  almost  exclusively,  the  eommerceof 
the  world)  continued  their  extensive  trade  with 
England,  we  were,  in  language  sufficiently  in- 
telligible, invited  to  fall  into  the  imperial  tanks, 
with  the  raarilime  Powers  of  Europe,  whom  the 
French  Emperorhad  marshalled  against  EnKUnd, 
and  "to  unite  in  sup|>ortofthe  same  cause  ;"  that 
is,  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  England.  Bui  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  have  been 
shocked  at  an  open  proposition  to  shut  (heir  porta 
against  the  English  commerce,  at  the  command) 
or  invitation  of  the  French  Empetor;  they  would.. 
not  have  endured  it.  The  measure  could  be  ac-  . 
ompliahed  only  by  an  embargo, and  thatwrapped 
p  io  the  mystery  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
nfold. 

The  letter  of  Champagny  must  have  arrived  ia 
the  Revenge;  and  General  Armstrong's  despatches  . 
by  her,  reached  Washington,  as  Mr,  Madison  in- 
fiirins  us,  on  the  Hih  of  December ;  and  on  the 
ISlh  the  embargowas  proposed  and  leconinieDdedl 
Four  days  gave  little  enough  time  to  digest  and 
mature  such  a  plan  1 

These,  sir,  are  my  views  of  the  origin  of  the 
embargo;  the  result  of  a  careful,  and  I  trust,  an 
impRriial  investigation.  The  material  facts  are 
on  record.  Of  my  reasonings  and  conclusions 
geotlemen  will  judge,  If  these  be  correct,  Ibe 
course  to  be  pursued  must  be  obvious.  The  na- 
tion's honor  is  compatible  with  the  repeal  of  the 
embargo.  The  welfare  of  our  country  is  not  to 
be  sacrificed  to  the  views  or  feelings  of^lhoae  who 
have  brought  it  into  its  present  situation. 

Let  then,  the  resolution  before  us  be  adopted 
and  the  emhargo  removed.  As  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  were  not  the  cause  of  the  embargo, 
the  honor  of  the  United  Stales  is  not  pledged  Tor 
their  previous  repeal. 

When  Mr.  PicEGRtHo  had  concluded,  the  Se- 
nate adjourned. 


Tflui 


r,  December  1. 


The  follow 


ngMes 


'as  received  from  the 
States  : 
To  Ike  Stnale  and  Houit  of 

Rcprcienlativuofthe  United  Statt*.- 
1  tranimit  to  Congivm  >  report  from  the  Surveyw 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  of  the  progicsi  made  on  then 
dtirinj  the  laat  eeiiiDo,  of  their  prcMnt  itate,  aad  the 


awCoogit; 
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expenditiires  incurred,  and  or  those  ihat  maj  be  to- 
Quiiile  for  their  further  prosecuUon. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


The  Message  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
lo  lie  for  coDsideraiioo. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
I  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideralioQ  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  lllh  ultimo, for  repealing  the 
"Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  Ehips  and  vessels 
in  the '.pons  and  harbors  of  the  United  States," 
and  the  several  act^  supplementary  thereto, 
^r.  ANnERaoM  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
M7.  President :  Two  considerations  had  deter- 
miped  me  to  give  a  silent  Totc  upon  the  resolu- 
tions before  ibe  Senate;  oae  is,  thai  my  sight  has 
been  very  much  afFccIed  hy  an  inllaTnmatioTi 
which  1  have  long  had  in  my  eyes,  in  consequence 
Qj|whieh  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  the  neces- 
sary examination  to  the  documents  which  have 
been  published,  ihal  have  a  particular  relation  to 
'  this  subject;  the  other  is,  ibal  the  very  able  and 
'  luminous  discussion  which  has  been  given  to  (he 
subject,  both  in  a  political  and  commercia!  point 
'  of  view,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
^against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  bad  left 
little  if  anylhing  to  be  said.  But,  sir,  the  speech 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Pickebinq)  read  in  his  place  yesterday,  has  deter- 
mined me  to  endeavor  to  answt^r  him.  lu  follow- 
ing the  gentleman,  I  was  obliged  to  take  very 
hasty  notes,  for  his  speech  being  written,  he  was 
nnt  obliged  to  make  those  pauses  which  are  usu- 
ally made  in  public  speaking,  and  which  afford 
'  time  to  take  more  copious  notes.  I  shall,  there- 
fi5re,  be  obliged  to  answer  the  gentleman  almost 
entirely  from  memory. 

Id  discussing  this  subject,  sir,  1  think  it  totally 
unimportant  to  inquire  whether  France  or  Eng- 
land has  done  us  the  roosi  injury,  or  which  was 
the  first  aggressor  upon  our  neutral  rights.  It  is 
admitted  by  all,  that  both  have  given  us  ample 
cause  of  war,  and  that  each  has  done  us  much 
more  injury  than  we  are  ever  likely  io  receive 
reparation  for.  It  is  our  business,  therefore,  to 
pursue  that  course  thai  we  conceive  will  prodi 
the  best  effect  upon  both  those  nations,  without 
evidencing  the  least  partiality  for  eilbei 
or  the  other.  If,  sir,  they  should  both 
we  united  against  them,  ever?  measure  we  adopt 
would  have  its  proper  effect;  out  if  either  of  those 
nations  should  discover  ibal  they  have  any  apolo- 
gists among  us,  and  more  particularly  in  the  coun- 
cils of  our  nation,  every  measure  we  adopt  against 
■uch  nation,  must  lose  full  half  of  its  effect.  Hav- 
ing made  these  pretirainary  observations,  I  will 
proceed  to  consider  the  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Pickering,)  which 
he  has  offered  in  support  of  the  resolution.  He 
has  said  that  no  cause  whatever  existed  for  lay- 
ing the  embargo ;  and  then  proceeds  to  state  the 
Message  of  the  President  and  the  papers  which 
accompanied  it.  Those  papers,  he  telJs  you,  were 
a  procUmaiioD  of  the  King  of  England,  requir- 
ing the  tetutD  of  his  subjects,  and  particularly  the 


seamen  from  foreign  countries — a  letter  from 
General  Armstrong  to  Chanipagny,  and  his  an- 
swer, dated  7ih  October,  relative  to  the  Berlin 
decree — and  a  letter  from  Regnier.  Minister  of 
Justice,  to  Champagny,  containing  the  Emperor's 
interpretation  of  that  decree. 

As  to  the  proclamation,  says  the  gentleman,  it 
contained  no  evidence  of  increasing  danger  to 
our  seamen,  for  it  contained  a  solemn  injunction 
to  the  navat  officers  to  conduct  impressments  with 
increased  cautinn  and  care ;  so  that,  says  the  gea- 
tleman,  impressments  would  probably  rather  k 
diminished  than  increased.  With  respect  to  the 
construction  of  the  proclamation,  Mr.  President, 
I  differ  greatly  wilh  the  gentleman.  In  myopio- 
ion,  it  was  intended  to  extend  the  arbitrary  right 
of  impre.^ment ;  it  speaks  a  language  thatcanaot 
be  misunderstood  J  it  authorizes  any  subaltern 
officer  who  might  be  sent  on  board  of  merchant 
vessels  to  impress  all  such  of  their  crews  as  might 
be  taken,  or  mistaken,  for  British  natural  born 
subjects,  those  officer's  being  the  sole  and  absolute 
judges  in  the  case ;  and  (he  proclamation  has  ex- 
pressly directed  the  officer  to  pay  no  respect  what- 
ever to  certificates  of  citizenship  from  aoy  fureign 
State.  I  will  read  a  part  of  the  proclamation: 
''And  whereas  our  natural  born  subjects  have 
'  been  induced  to  accept  letters  of  naturalizalioD. 
'  or  certificaies  of  citizenship,  from  foreign  Stales, 
'and  have  been  taught  to  believe  that,  hy  such 
'  letters,  or  certificates,  they  are  discharged  from 
'  that  duty  of  allegiance  which,  as  our  nnluial 
'  born  subjects,  they  owe  Io  us — Now,  we  du  here- 
'  by  warn  all  such  mariners,  seafaring  men,  and 
'  others,  our  natural  born  subjects,  that  no  such 
'  letter  of  naturalization,  or  certificate  of  citizen- 
'  ship,  do,  or  can  in  any  manner  divest  our  natu- 
*  ral  born  subjects  of  the  allegiance,  or  in  any  de- 
'  sree  alter  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  us,  their 
'  lawful  sovereign.''  Can  the  genllemaD,  for  one 
moment,  believe,  after  hearing  this  language  of 
the  British  proclamation,  that  it  was  intends  (as 
he  has  said)  to  diminish  impressments?  I  think 
it  impossible.  It  is  evidently  intended  to  extend 
impressments,  not  only  to  seamen,  as  such,  but  to 
every  citizen  of  the  United  Slates  who  has  been 
naturalized  since  the  acknowledgment  of  our  in- 
dependence by  Great  Britain,  and  who  might  per- 
chance be  found  on  board  a  merchant  vessel. 
And  would  not  this  extensive  kind  of  search  ri 


elia 


to  be  taken  than  before  the  issuing  of  this 
proclamation?  For  the  gentleman  himself  has. 
upon  a  former  occasion,  said,  that  the  British  and 
American  seamen  were  so  much  alike  in  their 
manners,  habits,  and  language,  that  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  distinguish  one  from  the  other.  And  is 
i(  rot  highly  probable,  sir,  that  if  so  great  a  like- 
ness has  neen  discovered  by  one  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, that  at  least  as  great  a  likeness  would  be 
discovered  by  a  British  officer  who  might  want 
seamen,  and  who  had  been  directed  by  the  procla- 
mation to  nay  no  respect  to  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship, which  had  often  heretofore  protected  our 
citizen  seamen  against  impressments,  but  which 
were  now  all  prostrated  by  the  British  proclama- 


.dbyCoo^le 


mSTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


Decern 


Senate. 


liott?     It  is  rather  singular.  Mr.  President,  that 

Onat  Britain  should  set  up  this  cla: 

tzeil  ciiizeDs,  when  by  her  own  sta 

declares,  ihnt  "uny  roreign  mariae 

'  who  serTes  on  board  a  British  ma 

*  British  mercbaat  vesiel. 


'  (jme  of  war,  Fur  the  term  of  two  years,  shall,  I 
'  mil  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed,  and  taken  I 
'  be,aBatiirBl  boin  subject  of  Great  BrilHiD."  And 
(hb  BUion,  the  gentlemen  has  lold  us,  is  so  fiim, 
llul  dte  never  recedes  from  any  ground  she  his 
taken:  hence  we  are  to  conclude,  that  every 
Amniean  citizen  whom  she  can  thus  metamor- 
phose into  a  British  subject,  she  will  nevt'r  give 
Dp.  If  then,  sir,  American  citizens  are  impressed 
and  pat  on  board  British  vessels  in  time  of  war. 
snd  remain  on  board  two  years  during  a  time  oj 
war,  according  to  the  statute  law  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, sach  American  citizens  become  British  sub- 
jects, and,  as  such,  are  never  to  be  given  up ;  and 
TBI  no  British  subject  can  become  an  American 
eilizen  byourstatute  laws;  for,  says  the  British 
proelaroation,  no  letter  of  naturalization,  or  cer- 
tificvie  of  citizenship,  from  any  foreign  Stale,  do, 
or  can  in  any  manner  divest  our  aatural  born  sub- 
jeeU  of  the  allegiance  they  owe  us,  their  lawful 
bovereign.  Does  not  this  proclaTnaiion  show 
great  and  increasing  dangers  loour  seamen?  To 
my  mind  it  does. 

1  will  now  examine  the  other  papers  which  the 
gentleman  has  taken  notice  of,  which  accompa- 
nied the  President's  Message.  These  relate  to 
the  Berlin  decree,  passed  the  21st  November,  1806; 
ibis  decree  was  not  put  in  force  against  neutral 
tcimIs  for  near  a  year  thereafter. 

On  the  S4tb  of  September,  1807,  General  Arm- 
■Iron^,  in  a  letter  to  M.  Champagny,  said  that  he 
bad  learned  that  a  new  and  eitensive  construc- 
tioD,  bwhiy  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  was  about  to  be  given  to  the  Ber- 
Itv  deeree,  and  asks  for  an  ezplanation  of  the 
Estperor's  Tiews  in  relation  lo  the  subject;  and 
en  the  7lfa  of  October  receives  for  answer,  that 
•iaee  His  Majesty  had  not  thought  proper  to  ei- 
peess  any  exceptioit  in  his  decree,  (with  respect 
to  aenlials,)  there  was  no  ground  lo  make  any  in 
the  exeemioD  vrith  respect  to  anythins  whatever. 
This  enoaition  of  the  Berlin  decree,  bv  the  Em- 
perar  of  France,  placed  in  jeopardy  all  our  ves- 
aeb  which  might  infringe  its  provisions,  and 
ahowed  the  great  danger  from  thenceforward  ac- 
CTDiiv  lo  onr  commerce.  M.  Champagny  also 
tellsOeneral  Armstrong,  in  the  reference  he  mabes 
to  the  explanations  of  the  Procareur  General  nf 
the  Conneil  of  Prizes,  that  His  Majesty  has  not 
decided  the  qnestion,  whether  French  armed  ves- 
■eb  may  possess  themselves  of  neutral  vessels 
(oani^  to  or  from  England,  although  they  have  no 
Boglbfa  merchandise  on  board.  The  doubting 
manner  in  which  the  French  Emperor  speaks 
■poo  this  (uhject,  evidently  shows  his  intention, 
aad,  of  course,  the  increasing  dangers  to  our  ships 
aad  merehandisej  and  the  slate  of  things  which 
has  siace  taken  place  in  Europe  tends  completely 
to  show  (he  well-limed  wisdom  of  laying  the 
embargo. 


But,  Mr.  President,  there  was  another  consider- 
ation which,  presented  itself  at  the  time,  serious 
and  imposing.  Shall  I  be  told,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  PtoKERiNO,)  of  (he 
British  Orders  of  Council  1  I  answer  by  assuring 
that  he  will  he  told  that  the  British  Ordna 


of  Council  had  a  very  imposing  iaflue 
ing  the  embargo;  ihey  w"  " '"    " 
lie  papers,  and  publisned 


many  of  the  pub- 
,    ,      ,  such  a  manner,  and 

ider  such  circumstances,  as  could  hardly  leave 
a  doubt  of  their  having  been  actually  signed  by 
the  King  on  the  11th  of  November,  as  suted  in 
the  National  InteUigencer :  and  here  I  hope  I 
may  be  permitted  to  taite  the  same  ground  to 
prove  the  fact,  that  the  gentleman  has  himself 
taken  upon  a  former  occasion ;  he  has  said,  that 
the  National  Inlelligencer  is  considered,  and  gen- 
ernlly  believed  to  be,  the  Government  [^per;  and 
that  any  publication  which  appears  in  it  as  ema- 
nating from  the  Administration,  is  considered  as 
true.  Now,  sir,  I  shall  only  ask  of  the  Eentlemau 
to  grant  me  as  much  with  respect  lo  the  Britiah 
ministerial  paper— I  think  called  the  ^n— from 
which  paper  the  National  Inlelligencer  had  taken 
the  Britiph  publication  respecting  the  Orders  oF' 
Council,  and  which  stated  that  those  orders  had 
been  agreed  upon  by  His  Majesty,  in  Council,  od 
the  lllh  November,  and  ibal  they  were  to  be 
signed  by  the  King  on  the  fourteenth.  Thus, 
then,  Mr.  President,  if  the  gentleman  sives  as 
much  credit  to  the  publication  of  ft  British  minis- 
terial paper,  with  respect  to  the  transactions  of 
(he  British  Cabinet,  as  be  har  thought  proper  lo 
give  to  the  publicaiion  of  what  he  calls  our  own 
Administraimn  paper,  he  must  admit  thai  the 
British  publication  respecIinglheOrders  of  Coun- 
cil was  true,  and,  of  course,  entitled  to  credit. 
But  if  any  doubt  yet  remains  with  the  gentleman 
wilh  respect  to  the  British  Ordersi  of  Council 
bein^  known  here  before  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident was  sent  lo  Congress  recommending  the 
embargo,  I  will  refer  him  to  the  evidence  given 
before  the  British  House  of  Commons,  the  authen- 
ticity of  which,  I  expect  he  will  not  doubt. 

Ii  is  stated  by  Mr.  Martin,  an  eminent  mer- 
chant, (hat  on  the  12ih  of  November  he  wroie.a 
circular  letter  to  his  American  correspondent, 
which  letter  was  received  in  America  on  the  ISih 
or  13tb  of  December,  hut  he  believed  on  the  ISib. 
!n  this  letter,  he  laj;^  that  be  staled—"  ll  is Htrong- 
'  ly  reported  that  it  is  the  intention  of  our  Gov- 
'  ernment  to  extend  the  system  of  blockade  to 
'  France,  and  the  respective  States  on  the  Conti- 
'  nenl  under  her  influence,  prohibiting  from  en- 
'  trance  into  any  of  their  ports  all  vessels  what- 
'  ever,  unless  such  as  have  last  cleared  from  Great 
'  Britain  and  her  dependencies." 

Mr.  Kinder,  another  eminent  merchant,  pro- 
duced a  New  York  paper,  dated  the  13th  Decem- 
ber, in  which  it  was  staled,  that  "the  English 
'  Governmenl  have  not  issued  their  proclamation 
■  declaring  France  and  her  dependencies  in  a  stale 
1  of  siege,  and  prohibiling  all  intercourse  with 
'  them,  except  direct  from  a  British  port,  it  not 
>  having  received  the  signature  of  the  King.  A 
1  private  letter  from  a  member  of  Parliament, 
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'  meoiions  ihat  ii  would  be  published  in  the  Ga- 
'  xetle  on  the  14ih-"  There  are  several  oiber 
jitoofs  made  before  ihe  House  of  Commons  of  a 
similar  character,  which  1  do  not  think  necessary 
to  produce;  (hose  which  I  have  adduced,  lend 
most  full^  10  prove,  that  the  British  Orders  of 
Council  were  well  known  in  America  some  days 
before  the  embargo  law  passed ;  thai  they  were  in 
fact  published  in  the  British  ministerial  paper  on 
Ihe  14lb  ol  November,  [as  stated  in  the  National 
hdelligencer,  they  were  to  be.)  being  the  very  day 
on  which  the  private  letter  i'rom  tbe  member  of 
Parliament  staled  that  they  were  to  be  published. 
I  now  trust  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts will  admit,  that  the  British  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil were  fully  known  in  this  country,  known  to 
every  member  of  Congress  who  bad  altended  to 
the  reading  uf  tbe  newspapers;  ibat  he  will  not 
>ay  they  have  been  pressed  into  our  service,  but 
that  tbey  are  fairly  proved  to  have  been  known, 
and  have  bad  an  imposing  influence  in  laying  the 
embargo.  But,  says  the  gentleman,  if  those  or- 
dera  were  comprehended  in  the  view  of  the  Presi- 
deol,  was  it  not  bis  duty  to  give  sucb  information 
of  tbem  to  ibe  Seuaie?  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  it 
was  bis  duty  to  communicate  officially,  unofficial 
inform  at  ion.  The  gentleman  well  knows,  that  as 
President,  he  is  responsible  for  all  his  communi- 
cations, and  that  he  ought  to  have  the  most  une- 
quivocal proof  ofevery  fact  which  he  communi- 
cates for  our  information :  and  sucb  I  believe  are 
the  impressions  of  Ihe  gentleman  himself — for  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  although  ihe  British 
proclamation  which  accompanied  the  Message  of 
the  President  appeared  tu  have  every  mark  of  au- 
tbenlicity.  (and  had  been  officially  published  by 
the  British  Government, )  yet  as  it  had  not  been 
officially  made  known  to  our  Government,  tbe 
geolleman  appeared  to  be  of  opinion  it  ought  not 
to  have  been  communicated  by  the  President; 
and  I  am  induced  to  this  belief  by  the  penile- 
man's  own  showing,  for  in  bis  letter  to  Governor 
SuUivan,  in  mentioning  ihe  papers  received  from 
Ihe  President,  be  says,  thai  one  of  tbem,  meaning 

thereby  evidently  inferring,  that  no  information 
but  sucb  as  the  President  had  officially  received 
ought  to  have  been  communicated.  If  then,  Mr. 
President,  the  gentleman  was  so  much  dissatis- 
fied with  the  proclamation  l]fing  sent,  which  had 
been  published  officially,  but  not  officially  made 
known  to  our  Government,  how  much  more  ao 
would  he  have  been,  had  the  President  sent  us 
Qnaulhenticated  publications  taken  from  the 
newspapers  1  Besides,  the  newspaper  information 
was  in  everybody's  hands,  and  tbe  Senate  are  not 
foreclo.scd  from  availing  themselves  of  informa- 
tion, from  any  eilraneous  source,  upon  every  sub- 
ject on  which  ihey  are  called  to  decide.  That 
we  decided  rightly  in  laying  tbe  embargo,  is  be- 
lieved by  our  country  and  the  world  j  and  bad  we 
even  decided  wrong,  we  erred  upon  the  safe  side, 
for  the  means  of  immediate  relief  was  within  our 
own  power.  Bui  not  so,  if  tbe  embargo  bad  not 
been  laid;  then,  indeed,  would  a  very  great  por- 
tion of  our  seamen,  ships,  and  merchandise,  have 


been  wrested  from  us,  perhaps  forever:  but,  fir, 
happily  for  our  country,  the  precauiionnry  iwis- 
dora  of  the  President,  saw,  and  warned  us  of  otir 
approaching  danger;  and  from  the  resources  that 
have  thus  been  saved  to  out  conntrv,  we  are  ready 


It  baa  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Pickebinq,)  that  ihe  embargo  has 
not  produced  the  eSect  its  friends  bad  foretold. 
He  will  acknowledge.  I  expect,  sir,  that  il  has 
bad  a  very  unfair  trial. 

Our  Government,  Mr.  President,  being  predi- 
cated upon  and  supported  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  will,  in  order  to  induce  a  strict  couform- 
ance  to  the  law,  should  be  correctly  informed  by 
bose  from  whom  the  people  have  a  right  ' 


inforn 


1,  but  should  [ 


r  be  led 


peel  correct  ii 

But  unhappily,  sir,  wilh  respect  to  the  la'wooder 
consideration,  this  has  not  been  tbe  case.  Scarce 
had  the  law  passed  before  the  gentleman  frora 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  P.)  had  recourse  to  very  ex- 
traordinary means  to  render  it  unpopular.  He 
addressed  a  letter  of  a  very  exiraordinarf  char- 
acter to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  wilh  in- 
tent, as  he  said,  to  have  it  presented  to  the  LiE^i»- 
lature,  and  through  them  to  the  people;  thereb? 
evidently  intending  to  create  an  alarm,  irhien 
was  by  no  means  warranted  by  tbe  passage  of  the 
act.  What  the  gentleman's  views  were,  he  best 
can  tell.  This  letter,  going  from  a  Senator  of 
tbe  United  States,  (at  a  time,  too,  when  Congress 
was  in  session,)  gave  it  au  imposing  influence  wilb 
the  people.  It  immediately  became  the  life  anti 
soul  of  the  Federal  newspapers;  tbey  sounded  it 
from  one  end  of  the  Conlinent  to  the  other.  Many 
weak  minds  were  led  astray  by  it,  and  it  vrould 
have  done  infinite  raiscblef  had  it  not  been  for  ibe 
limely  appearance  of  a  very  able  letter  'writtea 
in  answer  to  it,  by  tbe  gentleman's  former  col- 
league, (Mr.  AnAMS.)  It,  nevertheless,  had  con- 
siderable eflect  upon  the  immoral,  dissolute,  and 
disorderly;  ii  taught  tbem  to  disrespect  the  la-w, 
being  supported  by  the  autboritv  of  a  Senator, 
who  had  written  so  severe  a  philippic  against  it. 
The  tocsin  of  alarm  being  sounded  against  the 
Administration  for  having  recommended  the  em- 
bargo, and  the  majority  for  having  passed  it,  partv 
feelings  and  prejudices  were  brought  to  operate 
against  it ;  and  before  it  could  have  a  chance  of 
a  fair  trial  as  to  the  effects  it  might  produce,  its 
infringements  became  numerous,  and  its  operative 
effects  were  measurably  destroyed.  But,  sir,  I 
consider  the  evasions  of  the  law  in  our  own  ports 
but  a  minor  evil  compared  with  those  which  have 
been  produced  by  other  means.  This  letter,  with 
all  its  contingent  consequences,  was  comtrtuni- 
caied  to  England,  (where,  1  have  been  informed, 
it  was  considered  of  so  much  consequence  to  that 
nation  as  to  pass  through  eight  or  ten  editions, > 
and  by  that  letter  and  iis  accompanying  inforraa- 
lion,  the  British  Qovernment  was  given  (o  under- 
stand, that  very  great  dissatisfaclioD  prevailed 
among  tbe  people.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  notification 
10  that  Government  to  adhere  to  their  Orders  of 
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CoODcil.  in  order  that  the  coaiinuance  of  the  eni- 
bajgo  migbt  make  a  more  effectual  irapressioQ 
Bpoa  ihe  feeliDgsand  immediBle  iateresls  of  Ihe 
people,  aod  thereby  chaoge  ihe  character  of  our 
electioDS.  not  only  io  our  Stales  and  Congres- 
sional district?,  but  upon  uur  great  national  gIkc- 
tioa  also.  Bui,  not  withstand  log  all  these  means, 
(boa  devised  and  thus  executed,  we  hare  to  cod- 
grainlate  oarseUes,  that  the  good  seose  aod  palri- 
ousm  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  prevailed,  and 
ire  yei  remain  sustained  by  thecommaDding  voice 
of  tbe  iMtiaD. 

Thst  impressions  of  the  character  lo  which  I 
bjiveaUndnl  had  been  made  upon  the  mind  of 
&f  r.  Canoiag,  is  evident  from  the  correspoi;dence ; 
for  Mr.  Piakoef,  in  his  letter  lo  the  Secretary  of 
Sraie,of  the  4lh  of  August,  says,  that  on  the^Stb 
ef  June,  fae  bad  a  conversalion  with  Mr.  CnDoing, 
which  had  rendered  it  somewliat  probable  that 
the  object  meolioned  in  Mr.  Madisoa'a  letter  of 
the  30th  April,  would  be  Hccomplislied,  if  he, 
Ur.  Piokney,  should  authorize  the  eipectatioo 
which  that  leller  suggests.  This  letter  from  Mr. 
MadisoD  to  Mr.  Pinkney  says,  "the  President  is 
authorized,  in  such  event,  (that  is,  the  rescinding 
of  the  British  Orders  of  Council,}  to  suspend  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  the  several  eiuWgo  laws."  It 
is  evident,  from  Mr.  Piokoey's  letter,  thst  on  the 
29[t)  of  June,  Mr.  Cauning  erinced  a  disposition 
IO  accede  lo  the  equitable  and  liberal  views  of  the 
President,  which  I  have  already  explained.  But 
between  the  29th  of  June  and  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, some  extraordinary  cause  had  produced  a 
very  difierent  disposition  in  Mr.  Canniug,  as  ap- 

C&ts  by  bis  letter  of  the  latter  date.  Upon  this 
tier  1  shall  make  no  commeDi ;  it  is  before  the 
people,and  they  will,  no  doubt,  judge  of  it  as  ihey 
ought.  Butjsir,  I  would  inquire,  from  what  cause 
did  this  chaage  in  the  British  Government  pro- 
ceed ?  Not  from  the  convulsions  in  Spain,  as 
hs  been  sUted,  for  they  were  well  known  in 
Bnglaod  previous  lo  the  2!)th  June ;  nor  from  the 
trifling  distarbances  iu  Vermont,  (which  some 
gcailemen  have  endeavored  to  magnify,  but) 
whieb  were  of  loo  insignificant  a  character  lo 
pntdace  any  effect  upon  a  Qovernmeni  so  well 
taforiiied  aod  enlightened  as  Great  Britain,  and 
oae  so  accustomed  to  eiperieoce,  aod  suppress 
sirailar trifling  disorders  among  their  people.  The 
real  cause  of  this  change  in  Mr,  Canning  must 
Iben  be  sought  from  some  other  source ;  and,  in 
ny  opinion,  it  can  only  be  found  in  the  torrent  of 
BtifoiiDded  iaformaiion,  which  the  British  Gov- 
emmeol  had  received  (after  the  29lh  of  Juoe.)  of 
the  tenor  and  character  I  hare  already  described. 
To  ihn  cause  may  justly  be  attributed  the  con< 
tinuance  of  the  embargo  at  this  lime,  and,  of 
eonrae,  the  real  reasons  why  it  had  out  produced 
its  desired  effect ;  for  had  it  not  been  for  the  iia- 

E operand  delusive  irapressions  made  upon  the 
ritbh  Government,  from  the  causes  I  have  sta- 
ted, we  have  reason  lo  believe  that  Mr.  Canning 
wooidbave  accepted  the  liberal  offer  made  by  our 
Ggverament ;  the  Orders  of  Council  would  have 
been  nsciodt^.  the  embargo  would  of  course  have 
keea  raised,  and  oui  country  would  at  this  time 


Sehath. 

be  enjoying  the  benefits  of  a  lucraiive  and  exten- 
sive commerce.  Mr.  President,  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  prove  that  the  President  had  ample  cause 
for  recommending  (he  embargo,  and  Congress  for 
passing  the  law;  and  t  have  endeavored  to  show 
why  it  has  not  had  its  full  and  desired  effect: 
bow  far  I  have  succeeded  In  either,  this  honorable 
House  will  judge. 

Upon  that  part  of  the  subject  upon  which  I 
shall  now  speak,  (it  being  entirely  of  a  mercan- 
tile character,)  I  shall  not  pretend  to  enter  into 
detail;  more  especially  as  the  booorable  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Shitb,)  who  is  a  prac- 
tical merchani,  has  given  uh  a  very  satisfactory, 
able,  and  extensive  view  of  it.  I  shall,  therefore, 
be  concise,  confining  my  observations  to  the  Or- 
ders uf  Council  and  the  French  decrees.  I  shall 
take  as  a  postutatum,  that  all  the  reasons  which 
operated  in  laying  the  embargo,  operate  witb 
equal,  if  not  greater  force,  against  adopting  the 
resolution  for  the  repeal  of  ihe  law.  I  will  aak 
whether  any  change  in  our  foreign  relations  has 
taken  place  that  would  now  render  it  more  safe 
to  navigate  the  ocean  than  when  the  embargo 
was  laid  1  The  contrary  is  the  fact— for  the  Or- 
ders of  Council,  which  were  ihen  only  unofficially 
known,  have  sioce  been  officially  communicated 
to  our  Government,  with  all  their  numerous  and 
appendant  explanations,  which  have  rendered  the 
original  orders  infinitely  more  complex.  Thote 
Orders  of  Council,  with  all  their  modifications, 
have  beeo  confirmed  by  act  of  Parliament;  and 
by  that  act,  power  is  given  to  the  King  in  Coun- 
cil, further  to  modify,  alter,  or  eiieod  their  pro- 
visions at  pleasure;  so  that  now  we  have  not 
even  the  ceriaiuty  of  those  orders,  or  of  the  acts 
of  Parliament,  upon  which  to  depend,  since  the 
King  in  Council  can,  and  no  doubt  will,  when- 
ever they  see  cause,  adopt  a  new  system  of  or- 
ders, to  operate  precisely  in  the  manner,  and  ai 
the  lime  which  they  might  conceive  moat  con- 
venient to  themselves,  or  perhaps  most  injuriooa 
to  us;  for,  from  the  evidences  we  have  had  of 
the  disposition  of  that  Government  towards  our 
commerce,  we  have  little  indulgence  to  hope. 
Those  Orders  of  Council  are  so  susceptible  of  a 
variety  of  construction,  so  dependent  on  the  will 
of  the  Admiralty  judge,  and  the  more  inscruta- 
ble, but  not  less  dangerous  will  of  the  King  and 
Council,  that  an  American  vessel  could  scarce 
hope  lo  make  a  voyage  to  almost  any  port  wilh 
safety.  If  our  vessels  take  in  cargoes  of  our  owa 
produce,  and  clear  for  any  port  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  they  are  taken  by  British  cruisers  and 
carried  to  England,  for  the  nurpose  of  paying  the 
transit  duly,  as  it  is  called,  but  which,  in  fact,  is 
a  tribute  eiacled  from  us,  for  the  privilege  of 
trading  to  places,  to  which,  as  an  iodependent  na- 
tion, we  have  a  right  to  go:  and  this,  as  has  been 
truly  said  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles) 
iseiercisinga  power  over  our  native  exports,  which 
by  the  Constitution  has  been  denied  to  Congrest. 
This,  indeed,  if  submitted  lo,  will  succumb  the 
best  interest  of  our  country,  and  destroy  every 
attribute  of  our  national  independence.  Again, 
onr  vessels  leturning  from  a  foreign  port,  ara 
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eqaBlljr  liable  to  becafrieil  into  Eugkod  by  Brii- 
ish  aTmed  ships,  ibere  to  pay  tribute  for  the  privi- 
l^re  of  briu^iag  home  their  cargo,  ■«  in  ihe  case 
olthe  Sophia.  She  had  only  a  few  casks  of  f^io 
on  board,  merely  as  ballast,  but  she  wan  aeveitbe- 
less  takea  iato  England,  and  compelled  to  pay 
Kveral  ihousaad  dollars,  and  to  purchase  a  per- 
mit to  return  to  her  own  country  !.  Can  we,  as 
an  independent  nation,  submit  to  these  intolera- 
ble impositions 7  And  yet,  sir,  raising  the  em- 
bargo without  some  more  eoergciie  measures 
being  adopted,  would  be  to  tell  the  world,  we  are 
so  humble  a  people,  so  fond  of  commerce,  thai 
we  will  prostrate  both  our  honor  and  uur  iode- 
pendence  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it.  Forbid 
II,  the  spirit  and  principles  of  seventy-six!  Young, 
a*  that  day — scarcely  in  the  gristle — not  having 
reached  half  our  present  strength — oppressed  by 
the  same  domineering  Power  whose  ships  now 
cover  the  ocean,  we  indignantly  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  similar  impositions,  although  a  pretext  then 
existed  for  claiming  a  right  to  exercise  them. 
We,  then,  were  coFoniesi  we,  notwithstanding, 
resisted — first  with  mildness,  but  with  firmness; 
and  when  they  refused  to  listen  to  the  juMice  of 
our  cause,  we  appealed  to  arms,  and  trusted  lo  the 
Ood  of  battles.  We  fought,  our  cause  prevailed, 
and  our  rights  and  independence  were  ncknowl- 
edgcd.  Some  of  us  still  live  who  devoted  not 
only  the  spriDgiide  and  summer  of  our  days,  but 
often  risked  oar  lives  to  achieve  these  blestdngs 
to  our  country.  They  were  too  dearly  bought  to 
be  tamely  surrendered,  nor  will  my  counirytnen 
ever  agree  to  surrender  them ;  yet  such  would  be 
in  fact  the  case,  were  we  to  submit  to  trade  under 
therestriclionsof  these  degrading  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil. Mr.  President,  in  addition  to  the  operation 
of  the  British  Orders  of  Council  up^in  our  com- 
merce, we  have  to  add  the  catalogue  of  French 
decrees,  some  of  which  have  come  to  our  knowl- 
edge since  laying  the  embargo;  and  althougii 
those  decrees  cannot  affect  our  commerce  in  any 
considerable  degree,  proportioned  to  those  of  Eng- 
land, yet  their  provisions  are  equally  hostile  to 
the  riffbts  of  a  free  and  independent  nation.  Al- 
tbougb  they  have  not  said,  we  shall  pay  tribute 
for  the  privilege  of  carrying  our  produce  lo  any 
foreign  country,  they  have  said,  that  if  our  ves- 
sels arecaueht  carrying  our  own  produce  lo  Eng- 
land, they  snail  be  good  prize;  and  the  Milan  de- 
cree has  gone  so  lar  as  to  change  the  character  of 
an  American  vessel,  if  in  going  to  a  port  not  even 
within  the  purview  of  Ibe  Orders  nf  Council,  such 
vessel  shall  have  been  spoken  by  an  English  ves- 
sel; thus  these  two  Powers,  under  the  pretext  of 
retaliating  decrees  againU  each  other,  sweep  the 
American  commerce  upon  the  ocean,  wherever 
either  the  one  or  the  other  can  bring  it  within 
the  provisions  of  their  respective  decrees:  and  we 
have  seen  enough  of  their  effects  upon  some  of 
our  vessels  that  were  upon  foreign  voyages  when 
the  embargo  was  laid,  to  know  that  these  decrees 
of  France  are  like  those  of  England,  rigidly  eie- 
euted.  We  have  therefore  seen,  that  even  as  far  as 
the  French  decrees  can  be  carried  inloeffect,  they 
tend  greatly  to  injure  out  commerce,  and  that 


from  both  England  and  France,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  their  tyrannic  decrees  and  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil, fre  have  sustained  severe  and  heavy  losnes.. 
These  orders  and  decrees  still  stand  in  full  force-, 
and  ready  lo  meet  your  commerce  upon  the  ocean 
whenever  your  embargo  shall  be  raised,  espe- 
cially in  the  extensive  manner  contemplated  by 
the  resolution  upon  yonr  table,  which  evidently 
intends  a  total  repeal  of  the  law,  and  without  aDf 
Bubsiiiuie  being  offered  in  its  place. 

I  will  now,  sir,  reply  lo  some  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  He  baa  said 
that  our  object  in  coniinumg  the  embarco,  is  to 
put  down  commerce  ;  and  1  have  often  neard  it 
said,  that  ibe  Western  and  Southern  members  are 
unfriendly  to  commerce.  This  I  deny,aE  it  re- 
spects myself.  But  as  I  have  often  been  opposed 
to  the  extension  of  our  laws  (and  sometimes  suc- 
cessfully) relative  \a  that  branch  of  commerce 
called  the  carrying  trade.  I  suppose  I  may  be  ona 
of  those  whom  the  gentleman  has  said  were  op- 
posed to  commerce.  1  will,  Mr.  President,  give 
my  views  of  the  subject,  and  state  my  reasons 
why  I  have  not  been  very  friendly  to  that  kind  of 
trade.  When  I  first  took  ray  seat  as  a  member 
'  of  this  House,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  endeavor 
to  make  myself  acquainted  wi^h  the  reventte  laws 
(which  it  is  known  are  pretty  complex)  by  which 
I  should  be  ibe  better  able  to  discharge  my  duties. 
upon  this  floor,  in  a  national  point  of  view;  and 
if  any  collisions  of  interest  should  happen  from 
lite  operation  of  those  laws,  between  agriculture 
and  commerce,  by  discovering  this  collision,  I 
could  more  faithfully  and  ably  guard  the  true  in- 
tereil  of  my  constituents,  almost  all  of  whom  are, 
as  well  as  myself,  agriculturists,  in  examining 
these  laws,  I  will  acknowledge  the  drawback  sys- 
tern  did  not  fully  meet  my  approbation.  It  ap- 
peared to  me,  sir,  to  put  too  much  at  hasard  ihe- 
peace  of  our  country.  I  will  not  attempt  to  enter 
Into  a  full  and  minute  detail  of  this  trade,  but  will 
take  a  sufficient  view  of  it  to  make  myself  under- 
stood. This  trade,  Mr.  President,  it  is  known  is 
carried  on  almost  entirely  in  foreign  articles, 
which  are  imported  into  this  country,  and  entered 
for  re-exportation.  The  duties  upon  thosearticles 
which  are  re-exported,  amount  to  but  a  small  sum 
compared  with  the  immense  tonnage  engaged  in 
that  trade:  ihe  tonnage  thus  eugaged  amounts  to 
one-third  of  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United 
Scales ;  and  yet  the  duties  do  not  amount  to  more 
than  one-fifteenth.  The  whole  duties  received 
from  this  drawback  system  amount  to  about  one 
million  of  dollars  a  year,  and  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  Uniied  States,  say  about  sixteen  millions. 
This  sum  of  one  milJion  of  dollars,  thus  derived 
from  ihis  kind  of  trade,  is  in  my  oprnion  loo  small 
10  hazard  so  much  for  it  as  we  do.  This  trade 
creates  a  collision  of  interest  between  our  own 
shipping  and  the  shipping  interest  of  the  great 
naval  Powers,  even  when  the  trade  is  freely  per- 
mitted i  for,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  for- 
eign produce  onr  vessels  engaged  in  this  trade 
carry,  in  so  great  a  degree  do  they  interfere  with 
the  shipping  interest  of  those  great  naval  Stales, 
whose  existence,  in  a  considerable  degree,  panic— 
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olarlr  Englmad,  depends  upon  ibe  support  of  thei 
naviea,  and  the  carryiog  trade  is  esseniial  to  tbat 
mpport :  first,  to  supply  the  menas  of  subsistence 
for  imiBeDse  DUnibers,  who  could  not  be  oiberwise 
well  lapported;  and,  secoodly,  by  keeping  ibi 
itiipi  emfJo^ed  io  this  carrying  trade,  tbey  create 
uid  maiataiD  seamen  for  tbe  oatioD,  which  may 
and  will  be  vraoted  in  lime  of  war.  We  do  oot 
warn  ibis  kind  of  trade,  Mr.  President,  to  supply 
us  vilh  seamen  for  our  Navy:  our  fisheries  are 
encouraged  ia  a  sufficient  degree  for  that  purpose, 
Kod  I  trast  it  will  be  a  long  tiroe  before  we  shall 
aiLempt  to  establish  anythiDg  like  what  may  be 
called  a  natioaal  Navy.  From  ibis  irade  our 
country  is  much  more  liable  lo  be  involved  in 
wsr  ibaa  we  could  possibly  be  by  carrying  on  (he 
whole  amouDt  of  our  own  direct  and  immediate 
eofnnurce,  which  nets  lo  the  nation,  as  I  have 
before  suied,  full  fifteen  limes  as  much  annual 
tevenaeasis  produced  by  the  carrying  trade:  and 
ret  this  immense  commerce,  carriekl  on  in  our 
own  produce,  employs  but  about  double  the  ton- 
o^e  that  is  employed  in  the  carrying  trade.  So 
eiiensirelyj  Mr.  Presideat,  had  out  merchants  en- 
caged in  inii  carrying  trade,  which  although  laW' 
:'i]l  according  lo  the  recognised  principles  of  neu- 
trality, predicated  upon  the  establislied  law  uf 
oations;  yet  so  great  a  pressure  did  it  make  upon 
the  political  views  and  shipping  interest  of  Great 
Briuin,  thai  she  determined  lo  arrest  it;  accord- 
iagly  her  Courts  of  Admiralty  were  directed  to 
declare  ''ibai  oeutreU  should  not  carry  on  a  trade 
'  JD  lime  of  war  ibat  was  not  permitted  to  them 
'in  time  of  peace,  and  that  they  should  not  be 
-  permitted  to  effect  that  in  a  circuitous,  which  is 
■  inhibited  in  a  direct  trade."  Thus,  sir,  from  liie 
eslHwton  of  this  trade,  were  we  now  brought  to 
Ibe  eve  of  war  with  Great  Britain— fur  under  (his 
new  principle,  thus  ieterpolaled,  our  ships  were 
uken  in  immense  numbers,  and  few  escaped  con- 
demnation. In  consequence,  memorials  have 
Wen  presented  to  Congrtss  from  a  principal  part 
of  all  the  great  cities  in  tbe  United  Slates,  slating 
1.1  very  strong  terms  the  iniquilv  aud  inju!!lice  of 
tliis  new  principle,  introduced  by  Great  Britain 
a>  tbe  almost  total  annihilation  of  this  carrying 
'.tade.  These  memorials  conlain  a  train  of  reas- 
oning apon  this  subject,  in  support  of  this  neutral 
right, that  1  think  unanswerable:  and  so  much 
were  those  merchants  engaged  at  that  time  in 
suppoTTing  it,  that  they  tendered  iheir  lives  and 
tbnuBes  to  tbeir  country.  The  right  to  trade 
being  nnequi vocally  a  long  established  neutral 
right,  the  Senate  determined  to  suslain  it :  accord- 
ingly, by  an  unanimous  vote,  this  body  resolved, 
'that  the  capture  and  condemnation  under  the 
orders  of  the  British  Govcrnraeni,  and  adjudiea- 
tiou*  of  ibeir  Courts  of  Admirally,  of  American 
'  vcsieb  an,l  their  cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their 
'  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of 
'  GreafBriiain  prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an 
'  unprovoked  aggres.iion  upon  (he  propertyof  the 
'  eitizeos  of  these  Uoited  Slates,  a  violation  of 
'  their  neatrKl  rights,  and  an  encroachment  u^on 
■  their  national  independence."  This  resolution 
n  »ery  expresaive  of  tbe  sense  of  the  Senate,  but 


we  did  not  slop  here ;  we  passed  another  resolu* 
tioQ  recommending  to  the  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  "  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  resto- 
ration of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  which  had 
been  thus  captured  and  condemned;"  and  re- 
quested the  President  "  to  enter  inio  such  artange- 
'  ments  with  the  British  Government,  upon  this- 
'  and  all  other  difleiences,  as  might  be  consistent 
'  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  ibeUnited  States." 
The  negotiation  thus  recommended,  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  been  able  to  eSeci,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  tbe  resolution:  that  is,  eoosisient  with 
tbe  honor  and  interest  of  ihe  United  Stales— al- 
though he  sent  a  special  Minister  for  tbat  pur- 
pose. Great  Britain  now  pretends  losuaiain  this 
new  principle,  under  the  pretext  of  its  beioe  an 
old  established  rule,  commonly  called  the  rule  of 
fifty-six ;  and  tbe  genileman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  PiccERiNO,)  who  formerly  voted  in  favor  of 
the  lesuiulions  which  I  have  read,  has  introduced 
a  book  to  (upport  this  rule  of  fiftv-six,  of  which 
I  will  herealter  take  notice.  T&us,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  see  how  nearly  we  have  been  to  a  war 
for  [be  support  of  this  neutral  trade,  which  yields 
us  so  very  small  a  revenue.  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  landed  interest  ought  not  to  be 
compromitled  for  tbe  support  of  ibis  trade,  I 
am  willing  to  support  it  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
not  so  far  as  lo  hazard  the  peace  of  my  country. 
I  have  now  given  my  reasons  for  not  being  friend- 
ly to  this  drawback  system ;  and  representing,  aa 
I  do,  an  agricultural  people,  I  consider  it  my  im- 
perative duly  to  watch  with  vigilance  over  their 
interests,  which  they  have  confided  lo  my  care, 
and  which  1  trust  I  shall  never  cease  to  support 
while  1  possess  ihe  power  of  speech,  and  wordi 
preserve  their  form  and  meaning.  But,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  can  with  confidence  say  for  my  fellow- 
ens,  and  for  myself,  that  we  are  truly  friendly 
to  ihe  true  American  commerce — meaning  that 
kind,  sir,  that  is  carried  on  with  the  produce  of 
own  country.  This  will  bring  us  into  no  coi- 
ns, and  will  give  lo  the  farmer  his  due  por- 
of  the  profits  of  bis  own  industry.  In  this 
kind  of  commerce,  the  interest  of  the  farmer  ia 
nilated  to  and  rendered  reciprocal  with  that 
of  the  merchant.  The  people  that  I  have  the 
honor  lo  represent,  are  deeply  interested  in  this 
kind  of  commerce ;  we  inhabit  a  fertile  country, 
growing  rapidly  in  population  and  improvement, 
id  producing  co([on,  hemp,  and  tobacco,  and' 
'ery  kind  of  grain  in  great  abundance,  besides 
slock  of  all  kinds :  for  the  surplus  of  those  arti- 
'  i  we  can  only  find  a  market  through  the  me- 
m  of  commerce.  These,  I  repeal,  sir,  are  my 
□  seotimeots  and  the  sentiments  of  my  consli- 
nis,  upon  the  subject  of  a  free  commerce,  and 
itrongiy  are  we  impressed  with  the  iinponance 
of  it,  that  we  consider  agriculture  and  commerca 
essential  to  Ihe  existence  and  growth  of  each 
other. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  (Mr.  P..) 
1  have  before  stated,  did,  in  1806,  vote  in  sup- 
port of  our  neutral  rights,  but  he  now  tells  us 
they  are  doubtful— and  why  does  he  tell  us  so?' 
Why,  sir,  he  has  found  out  an  old  French  book, 
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which  ii  teems  has  convinced  him  ihat  be  was 
Wtong  wheo  he  formerly  voied  in  favor  of  sup- 
poriinK  our  neutral  rights  against  tlie  inierpoln- 
lioDE  of  Great  Britain.  He  calls  the  book  a  celp- 
brated  workoo  maritime  law.  Ooe  valuable  trait 
in  ihe  character  of  this  book,  and  which  seems  lo 
'have  rendered  it  celebrated  Id  ihe  opinion  of  the 
geDttemaD  is.  that  he  thinks  its  doctrines  upon 
ihe  subject  of  neutral  rights  support  the  doctrine 
of  Great  Britain,  commonly  called  the  rule  of 
1756.  It  appears,  says  the  senlleman,  lo  be 
geoerally  supposed,  that  the  rule  rcspectiog  the 
colonial  trade  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  and 
DEually  called  the  rule  of  1756,  was  peculiar  to 
Great  Britain.  He  alio  says,  it  seems  that  she, 
meaniog  Great  Britaia,  has  considered  ibe  rule  of 
1756  as  the  ancient  and  established  principles  of 
marilime  law:  and  this  the  gentleman  attempts 
la  prove  for  her.  and  for  this  purpose  introduces 
Valin'a  celebrated  work,  as  he  calls  it,  on  mari- 
time law.  1  shall  not  enter  into  a  detailed  exam- 
ination of  the  several  articles  he  has  read,  which 
however  appear  to  be  essentially  different  from 
Ihe  rule  of  1736,  but  I  shall  contest  the  appli- 
cability of  these  regulations  altogether;  and  I 
trust  i  can  show  to  tlie  Seoate  that  they 
by  any  possible  construction,  be  admilte 
any  authori[]',as  containing  established  principles 
of  marilime  law. 

I  would  ask  ibe  genllemaa  how  he  proi 
rule  of  1756  to  be  ihe  ancient  and  established 
principles  of  maritime  law.  Because,  says  he,  it 
appears  by  Valin  that  Louis  XIV  issued  a  regu- 
lltioD  in  1704  respecting  Deutml  rights,  and  which 
waa  re-enacted  by  Louis  XV  in  1744,  similar  in 
its  nature  to  the  rule  of  1756  of  Great  Britain, 
I  ahall  admit,  for  argument  sake,  ihal  those  rules 
of  1756  and  regulalTons  of  1704  are  similar ;  but, 
•ir,  can  this  similarity  give  them  aoy  claim  to 
be  considered  as  the  establiithed  principles  of 
maritime  taw?  Certainly  not.  sir;  for  maritimt 
law  is  considered  as  the  law  of  nations,  patlicu 
larly  with  respect  to  those  nation,*  which  agrei 
lo  it ;  but  the  geotleman  has  not  shown  that  thi 
maritime  nations  ever  acquiesced  in  those  Frcnel 
regulations  any  more  than  they  have  io  the  rul> 
of  IT5G;  and,  sir,  he  oujjht  to  have  shown  that 
Ihey  had,  io  order  to  give  them  the  force  of  mari 
lime  law.  If  those  nations  bad  given  this  sane 
tion,  aod  thereby  established  the  principles  con 
tended  Tor  by  the  geollHrnan,  then  indeed  he 
would  have  beeo  correct;  and  had  this  been  the 
case,  some  of  the  British  jurists  would  no  doubi 
long  since  have  brought  ihem  into  view,  and 
would  have  exhibited  them  as  precedents,  to  sup- 
port and  establish  the  British  rule  of  1756.— 
They  seem,  however,  to  have  left  it  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Pickeriko,) 
and  their  not  having  done  so,  id  a  sufficient  proof 
to  my  mind  ihat  these  regulations  of  Louis  XIV 
and  Louis  XV,  were  considered  io  no  other  point 
of  view  by  the  other  maritime  Powers,  aod  by  the 
jurists  who  have  written  upon  this  subject,  than 
the  decrees  of  Bonaparte  are  now  considered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  P.;)  and 
eighljr  or  a  hundred  years  heoce,  these  decrees  of 


;  French  Emperor  would  form  as  good  prece- 
its,  and  there  would  be  quite  as  much  propriety 
bringing  forward  these  decrees  of  Bonaparte 
Ihe  established  principles  of  maritime  law.  as 
ise  regulations  of  Loui«  X(V  nod  Louis  XV, 
offered  by  the  gentleman  in  support  ol  the  rule  of 
1756;  nay,  Mr.  President,  there  would  he  much 
more  propriety,  because  almo.ii  all  the  coolinental 
Powers   have   sanctioned    these   decrees   of   the 
French  £mperor,  aod  yet,  would  the  genilemnn 
say  that  they  ought  ever  to  be  brought  into  pre- 
cedeul  as  the  established  principles  of  msritinne 
taw7  lsu<pect  he  would  not.  If,  then,  he  would 
not,  sir,  his  rules  of  1704  and  1744,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  precedents,  but   must  lie  returned   lo 
their  archives,  there  to  rest  for  another  century. 

One  particular  object  the  gentleman  seenas  to 
have  bad  In  view  iu  introducing  these  obselele 
and  inapplicable  regulations,  is  to  make  it  appear 
that  Mr.  Madison  is  mistaken  in  bis  letter  to 
Mr.  Erskine  of  the  33th  of  March,  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  rule  of  1756.  Mr.  Madison,  said  ibc 
gentleman,  says,  "it  is  well  known  that  Oreat 
Britain  is  the  only  nation  that  has  acted  upon  or 
otherwise  given  a  sanction  to  it,"  meaning  the 
rule  of  1756.  Here,  Mr.  President,  1  mu*[  ob- 
serve, that  the  gentleman  has  not  exhibited  that 
portion  of  candor  (in  using  the  quotation)  which 
he  has  so  uniformly  declared  he  possesses;  he  has 
taken  only  a  part  of  a  sentence,  it  would  seem,  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  an  inference  from  it,  of 
which  the  whole  taken  together  is  by  no  means 
susceptible,  but  conveys  to  my  mind  a  very  differ- 
ent meaning.  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  the 
25tb  of  March  lo  Mr.  Crskine,  in  speaking  of  the 
rule  of  1736,  nays,  "and  instead  or  ils  being  an 
'  established  rule  or  principle,  ii  is  well  known 
'  that  Great  Britain  is  the  only  nation  that  hai 
'  acted  upon,  or  oihetwise  given  a  sanction  to  it." 
Here,  sir,  ihe  whole  sentence  taken  together,  con- 
veys a  very  different  meaning  from  the  one  the 
Snilfman  has  thought  proper  to  give  it.  Mr. 
adison  is  evidently  speaking  of  it  as  nol  being 
an  established  rule  or  principle;  those  words  the 
gentleman  omitted.  Now,  sir.  to  give  the  rule  of 
1756  the  sanction  of  an  established  rule  or  prin- 
ciple of  marilime  law  as  the  gciTtleman  i'  pleased 
to  call  the  regulations  of  1704  and  1744,  aod  the 
rule  of  1756,  it  was  absolutely  esseotial  that  they  ' 
should  have  been  acquiesced  in  and  formally 
sanctioned  by  alt  the  marilime  Powers;  other- 
wise they  must  be  considered  as  mere  rules,  and 
cannot,  by  any  possible  construction,  be  entitled 
10  be  considered  as  an  established  rule  or  princi- 
ple; and  this,  sir,  is  the  disiinclion  evidently  lakeo 
by  Mr.  Madison  between  a  mere  rule  acted  upon 
by  Great  Britain  only,  and  an  established  rule  or 
principle  sanctioned  bv  the  maritime  nations.  1 
will.  Mr.  President,  ei'amine  this  doctrine  a  llltle 
further :  the  gentleman  has  said  (tks  I  have  before 
stated)  that  Great  Britain  has  considered  the  rule 
of  1756  as  the  ancient  and  established  princi- 
ple of  marilirae  law,  and  this  he  seems  desirous 
himself  to  think,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  meant 
to  which  be  has  bad  recourse  lo  prove  and  sup- 
port it.    I  Gad,  sir,  on  examining  the  memorials 
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of  toe  mrrchanls  of  many  of  th«  great  towns  JD 
the  UoiteiJ  Stiles,  wbicb  were  rreaenled  to  Con- 
gRS  ID  1806,  ihni  ibef  differ  very  greatly  wilb 
(be  gentipiDan  witb  Te«pect  lo  tbe  aatiquity  of 
the  rale  of  1756.  In  the  memorial  from  the  re- 
ipKiable  town  of  Salem,  ia  the  9lale  which  ibe 
gratienian  represents,  it  is  eiprps.'ily  stated  "that 
-eren  the  advocates  of  Qceat  Briuin  have  not 
'  ^cdeaded  to  aicertain  the  existence  of  the  pre- 
■  leaM  rule  previous  to  the  year  1756.  To  this 
'pcnod  xhej  refer  for  its  first  establjshineni;  ibey 
'praeid  Dul  to  quote  any  foreiga  adjudicalioas 
'  a  poiot,  bat  rest  satisfied  that  their  owa  courti 
'  veneompeieni  to  establish  the  law,  and  to  give 
'ttbiading  efficacy  on  all  naiioni."  Thememo- 
riiloB  however  conceive,  and  rightly,  that  it  i» 
BMviihiu  the  authority  of  any  nation  to  legis- 
itw  for  the  ml ;  and  Ibal  to  establish  the  rule  of 
nX  *s  a  principle  of  inaTiiirae  law,  it  must, 
M  I  hare  before  shown,  be  ar^qniesced  in  by  the 
mirilinie  nations.  This  has  not  been  liie  case- 
far  we  fiod  that  the  firi>t  attempt  which  was  made 
Id  carry  this  role  into  effect  was  against  the 
Dutch-,  who,  so  far  from  acqaiei^ciag  in  ii,  pro- 


tested against  it  in  terms  of  tbe  warmest 


repro 


iioo;  and  tbe  first  aiiempt  made  to  carry 
e&ct  against  the  United  Slates  was  in  1301, 
whicb  was  a  decree  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Coari 
at  Nassau,  wbicb  condemned  the  csrt^b  of  an 
American  vessel  going  from  the  United  States  to 
■  port  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  with  s  cargo  con- 
listing  ofartieles  Tbe  growth  of  Old  Spain.  Our 
Minister  at  tbe  Couri  of  Great  Briiaio  remun- 
itrated  against  this  violation  of  the  rights  of  neu- 
UaU,  mnd  tbe  subject  was  referred  by  the  Briiii^b 
GoTcminent  (o  the  consideration  of  the  Advocate 
General,  wbosc  report  upon  that  subject  I  will 
read.  He  says  "the  sentence  of  the  Vice  Admi- 
nlif  Court  was  founded  in  error;  that  it  was 
now- (1801)  disliocliy  understood  and  had  been 
npeateHly  so  decided  by  tbe  High  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, that  the  produce  cf  the  colonies  of  the 
caeiDy  may  be  imported  by  a  neuiral  into  hix  own 
eaantry,  and  may  be  re-exported  from  thence 
even  to  ili«  moiber  country  of  such  colony  ;  and 
in  like  manner  the  produce  and  manufactures  uf 
tbe  mother  country  may  in  this  circuiiout  route 
legally  find  ibeir  way  to  tbe  colonies;  that  a  di- 
rect trade  not  being  recognised  as  legal,  and  thi 


decisi 


IS  legal,  HE 


trade 


wax  a  qaesiion  of  some  difficulty, 
Biiih  Court  of  Admiralty  had  t^xpressly  decided, 
and  the  Advocate  General  saw  □□  reason  lo  ex- 
pect the  Court  of  Appeals  would  vary  the  rule. 
that  landing  the  good.s  and  paying  the  duties  in 
the  neairal  country,  breaks  the  continuity  of  the 
voya^,  and  is  such  an  importation  as  legalizes 
the  trade,  although  tbe  goods  be  reshipped  in  (lie 
same  vessel,  and  on  acconnt  of  the  same  neutral 
proprietors,  and  forwarded  far  sale  to  llie  mother 
conmry.  This  report  of  the  Advocate  General 
was  accepted  by  the  British  Government,  imme- 
diately transmitted  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  (o  Mr. 
King,  oar  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain, 


Kicaited  by  the  Doke  of  Portland,  tbe  principal 


lished    by  Great  Britain  herself, 
d  be  a  folitary  citizen  of  the  Uni- 


9ecretary  of  State,  to  the  Lords  Con 
of  (he  Admiralty,  wilb  tbe  information  "that  it 
'  was  His  Majesty's  pleasure  thai  tbe  doctrine  laid 
'  down  in  Ihe  Advocate  Genaral's  report  should  be 
'  immediately  made  known  lo  (he  several  judges 
'  of  the  Vice  Admirally  Courts,  selling  forih  to 
'  them  what  ia  held  to  be  ihe  law  upon  the  suhjecE 
'by  the  superior  tribunals,  for  their  future  gui- 
'  dance."  Thusoor  neutral  riehls  were  admitted 
by  Great  Britain,  and  the  obaolete  doctrine  of  the 
pretended  rule  of  1756.  after  a  lapse  of  nearly 
half  a  century,  with  only  one  attempt  to  revive 
its  Iniquitous  principle,  was  resisted  with  success ; 
and  ihii  doctrine,  by  the  formal  decision  of  (b« 
Adrocale  General  of  Great  Britain,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  tbe  King,  was  absndon'-d. 

That  this  doctrine,  which  had  been  thus  fairly 
given  up,  should  have  been  since  revived,  lends 
only  to  prove  that  whenever  Great  Britain  con- 
ceives her  inierest  shall  require  it.  ^he  will  eier- 
cise  her  power  and  forget  right.  But,  sir,  it  is  (o 
me  most  extraordinary,  that  after  this  pretended 
ancient  principle  of  maritime  law  first  set  up 
hy  Greai  Britain  in  1756  should  have  been  thua 
formally  relinquished  1 
that  there  should  be  a 

led  Slates,  and  siill  i  _  .... 

House  should  allempt  to  support  so  hostile  a  prio* 
ciple  to  the  commerce  of  bis  own  country;  and 
in  order  lo  sustain  so  unrighteous  a  doctrine,  to 
ofler  as  a  precedent  the  mere  arbitrary  regula- 
tions of  an  absolute  monarch,  aod  even  those  un- 
supported by  ihe  ackaowledgmenl  of  any  on* 
single  maritime  Power. 

I  now  approach,  Mr.  President,  a  more  serious 
part  of  ibis  subject,  and  I  am  extremely  sorry  it 
nas  been  brnughl  into  the  debate;  but  as  it  bas, 
we  must  endeavor  to  meet  it.  We  have  been  told 
that  the  embargo  law  is  peculiarly  oppressive  and 
disagreeable  to  our  brethren  of  the  Eastern  Stales, 
and  thai  whenever  the  people  dislike  a  law,  they 

have  also  bepn  told,  ihat  if  this  law  is  not  re- 
pealed, il  will  in  alt  probability  produce  disunion. 
This,  Mr.  Presidenl,  is  a  very  serious  stale  of 
things  if  the  gentlemen  are  correct;  but,  sir,  in 
the  warmth  of  argument,  our  feelings  somelimes 
gala  an  ascendency  over  our  reason,  and  I  hope 
this  is  the  case  with  (hose  centlemen.  I  will  not 
draw  any  comparison  between  the  sufTerings  of 
our  fellow-cllizens  of  the  East,  aod  those  oFany 
other  section  of  (he  Union— we  all  experience 
them.  But,  sir,  1  have  too  much  confidence  in 
the  patriotism  of  (he  people  of  those  Slates,  lo 
believe  that  they  will  have  recourse  to  any  ille- 
gal or  violent  measures  lo  effect  the  removal  of 
the  law  ;  and  less  do  I  believe  that  they  will  risk 
lhat  high  character  which  they  so  well  acquired 
in  coniendingfor  the  rights  of  self  covernraent,  by 
using  coercive  means  to  destroy  lhat  fair  fabric, 
which  thennitedexertionsof  the  whole  people,  the 
lives  of  our  heroes,  the  wisdom  of  our  staiesmen, 
and  (he  firmness  and  mnsnanimlly  of  the  great 
Vfashington  have  reared  for  this  happy  Country. 
And  now  for  what  would  our  fellow-citizens  thus 
commit  (heir  characleis,  and  their  best  interests 
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which  DO  lime  or  circumstaoces  could  rest 
Why,  :<!iy  Ihe  genilemen,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
ihe  embargo.  Sir,  It  is  impossible,  that  meo  so 
eDlighleoed  should  put  so  mach  at  hazard,  to  ob- 
tain the  repeal  of  a  lai*  which  by  the  comraoa 
consent  of  the  nalioa  in  a  Conslitulional  way, 
will  DO  doubl  ere  Ion?  cease  to  exist :  and,  sir,  1 
thiok  ii  must  be  equally  unfounded,  that  our  fel- 
low-ciiizens  of  the  East  can,  for  one  tnoineni, 
seriously  contemplate  withdrawing  from  the  fed- 
eral Union:  our  inierest  binds  us  (oo  firmly  to- 
other to  admit  of  such  a  supposition.  TbeBaai- 
ero  and  Western  people  are  more  strongly  united 
by  a  common  interest  than  is  generally  uniler- 
$tood;  we  are  entiiely  airticultural,  and  inhabit 
one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  on  the  globe; 
our  produce,  which  is  already  very  great,  and 
rapidly  increasing,  will  reouire  a.  lane  supply  of 
shipping  to  carry  it  to  market;  that  shipping  our 
Basiern  brethren  have  hitherto  principally  sup- 
plied, and  will,  we  trust,  continue  to  supply. 
Thus,  by  this  union  of  interest,  we  Gnd  that  we 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  each  other.  The 
Southern  Stales  also  supply  vast  quantities  of 
heavy  produce,  which  our  Kaslern  brethren  would 
always  have  a  preference  in  carrying  while  we 
continued  united.  But  should  a  separation  take 
place,  (whicli  I  trust  and  hope  no  lime  or  circum- 
stances may  produce.)  in  that  event,  we  should 
be  like  tivo  near  friends  enzaged  in  a  serious 
quarrel,  which  is  always  more  niiier  than  batweeo 
strangers;  we  should  conceive  that  our  Eastern 
brethren  had  withdrawn  unjustly  from  us,  had 
greatly  sacrificed  our  interest  as  well  as  their 
own ;  and  our  attachment,  by  which  we  now  feel 
most  strongly  bound  to  them,  would,  of  course, 
become  alienated,  having  no  longer  a  community 
of  interests  to  support  it,  which  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged has,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  great 
and  decided  influence.  We  should,  of  course, 
seek  other  means  and  other  channels,  by  which 
to  transport  our  commodities.  The  old  Govern- 
ment would  withal  make  such  tegulations  with 
respect  to  comraerce  that  our  Eastern  brethren 
(whose  products  are  icfioitely  small  in  quantity 
compared  with  those  of  the  middle,  southern,  and 
western  sections  of  the  Union)  would  lose  an  im- 
mense portion  of  those  benefits  which  they  now 
enjoy;  and  although  they  would  injure  us  in  : 
point  of  physical  strength,  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers  to  the  whole  force  of  the  Union;  yet, 
in  so  great  a  degree,  they  must  also  injure  them- 
selves. Our  vast  importance  as  a  nation  must 
sink  with  ibis  division,  neither  portion  of  it  must 
expect  to  have  much  weight  iu  the  scale  of  the 
political  world,  nothing  would  be  left  untried  by 
the  intriguing  nations  of  the  old  world,  to  estab- 
lish and  pTcservb  as  much  as  possible  collisions  of 
interests  and  discontents  in  our  respective  Gov- 
ernments. Viewed  in  ail  its  bearings,  it  excites 
the  most  solemn  consideration,  one  that  fills  the 
heart  with  the  most  melancholy  sorrow ;  and  un- 
der the  view  that  I  have  presented,  and  the  cata- 
logue of  evils  that  might  be  added,  I  think  it  im- 
possible that  our  Eastern  brethren  can  have  one 
serious  thought  of  involving  themselves,  their 


wives  and  children,  and  their  common  counlrf , 

in  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  of  civil  war.    

Mr.  PicKEBino  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Andbbsoh  ;  when  the  Senate 
adjourned.        ' 

Fbidav,  December  2. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Tiffin,  Tubheb,  Bod 
Grego,  be  a  committee  agreeably  to  the  23d  rule 
for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  for  god- 
sideialion  by  Mr.  Oaillabd; 

Setoleed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  what,  prorision  ought  to  be  muJe  in 
cRK  of  the  JDibility  of  the  District  Judge  of  nlher  of 
the  diatricti  of  the  United  Slates  to  peifonn  the  dntio* 
of  his  office  ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj  btU 
or  othcrwiiK. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  11  ih  of  November,  for  repeal- 
ing the  "Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  In  the  port^  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,"   and    the    several    acts    supplementary 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 

follows : 

Mr.  President :  I  sincerely  regret,  sir,  to  find 
myself  driven  again  into  this  debate,  whilst  every 
feeling  of  my  heart  admonishes  me  to  retirement. 
I  sincerely  wish  to  retire,  not  only  from  this  de- 
bate, but  from  the  political  world.  I  am  now 
acting  only  in  obedience  to  a  sense  of  duty.  I 
shall,  however,  limit  my  remarks  to  a!<  few  ob- 
jects as  may  be  consistent  with  this  obligation. 
They  will  principally  relate  to  facts  which,  iti 
my  judgment,  have  been  incorrectly  stated,  and, 
of  course,  require  correction.  The  first  fact  to 
which  1  shall  call  the  allenlion  of  the  Senate,  is 
the  one  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut, (Mr.  HiLLUODSE,)  and  repealed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massacbuiells,  (Mr.  Pickerino,) 
that  the  non-importation  act  was  an  obMruction 
to  an  amicable  adjustment  with  Great  Britain. 
Both  the  gcpilemen  have  stated  that  Great  Brit- 
ain woum  not  treat  with  this  rod  suspended  over 
her  liead.  I  assert,  on  the  olher  hand,  tbnt  she 
did  treat  with  this  rod  suspended  over  her  head, 
and  that  its  suspension  was  continued  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  British  Commissioners.  Now,  sir, 
lei  us  resort  lo  the  evidence.  This  will  be  found 
in  the  correspondence  from  Messrs,  Monroe  and 
Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison.  Speaking  of  Lord 
Holland,  the!'o  gentlemen  tell  us  he  said  ; 

"  That  in  the  meantimB  we  could  sUte  to  our  Got- 
ernment,  what  was  unquoatiouably  true,  thst  those  with 
irhom  we  were  trcsting  were  diligently  and  aniiously 
employed  in  endeavara  to  dcviae  an  arrangement  which 
shoald  be  convenient  and  honorable  to  us,  and  *t  the 
gamo  time  free  from  improper  hamrd  to  Great  Britain  ; 
that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  actual  pendency  of 
the  negotiationB  here,  unleea  their  sincerity  were  dis- 
trusted, M  he  was  sura  it  would  not  be,  would  liimiah 
an  adequate  motive  to  Congresa  for  meraly  paatponing 
the  commeDcemont  of  a  law  whidk  waa  origidallT  « 
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lOT  tOoag  mcanire,  and  would  certoinlj,  if  allowed 
to  go  into  DpentJon  at  t.  moment  when  Great  Britain 
was  iS^rdinK,  in  the  &ce  of  the  world,  tn  unequivocal 
JemoDatretioii  of  hei  wiih  to  nmove  everj  ground  of 
aiMuidentandiiig  between  us,  acquire  a  charactei  of 
ciReme  huahnaia;  that  it  was  greatly  lo  be  lamenCod 
that  the  diacuaaioDa  in  ntiicb  we  were  now  engaged 
had  sol  bern  sooncT  begun  ;  but  that  knowing,  as  we 
did,  to  what  canae  the  delay  waa  to  be  aDcribed,  we 
knev  also  that  itwai  unsTotdablc." 

"To  theae  details  we  uke  the  tthetty  to  add  our 
Dptnko,  brmed  upon  a  careful  view  of  the  whole  bu1>- 
jact.  tbat  it  would  be  proper,  upon  the  meeting  of  Con- 
fRM  in  December,  to  impend  the  act  for  prohibiting 
the  inpoitation  of  certain  aiticlea  of  Britith  manufac- 
tDre.>o  aa  lo  Bfibrd  farther  lime  for  the  completion  of 
the  negoliationB  which  it  evidently  preiumea,  and 
wUrfa  are  now  in  tiain." 

■"He  ground  which  Congieai  have  taken  in  tbia 
jDK  and  aahitary  msaante,  we  are  lar  from  wiahing  to 
■handon  ;  bnttonupendand  abandon  it,  are  very  difler- 
ant  tluoga.  The  tut  would  wound  deeply  the  honor 
tl  the  nation,  and  prostrate  the  character  of  the  Gov- 
trnnaent;  but  the  fint  is  in  perfect  conformity  with  tbe 
•psrit  and  purpose  of  the  law.  and  while  it  would  fiir- 
uab  a  aigoal  pmaf  of  the  eqnity  and  moderation  of  our 
poblie  coandla,  would  preserve  unimpaired  thai  iirm 
and  dignified  attitude  wbicb  it  becomea  na  at  all  timea, 
but  now  especially,  to  maintain.  The  suspenalair  will 
be,  ao  br  bam  relinquishing  the  measure  or  weaken- 
ing iti  e&tt,  that  it  will  distinctly  imply  a  rcassertion 
of  it)  principle  and  policy,  and  an  unaliaken  reaolution 
to  acl  upon  and  enforce  it,  aa  soon  as  negotiation  shall 
hate  been  sufficiently  and  uniucceasfuUy  tried." 

Our  Mitiislers  here  state  ihu  a  sutpention  of 
AU  act  WR3  all  that  was  required  by  the  British 
Commissioner?.  We  also  know  that  the  Com- 
miasioaers  of  both  sides  did  go  on  lo  negotiate, 
and  that  a  treaty  was  coocluded  on,  without  its 
bejag  once  ioiiRiated  that  this  act  formed  the 
inullest  obstrnciiun  to  the  negotiation,  ot  had 
acf  ioflttCDce  in  the  smallest  degree  injurious  to 
iheprOTisioiisDrthe  treaty.  But,  sir,  I  think  this 
act  facilitated  and  acccieraied  the  negotiatioa.  It 
tUI  be  recollected  that,  before  the  passage  ol  this 
act,  ever;  effurt  of  our  Minister  to  negotiate  had 
beta  either  Hvoided  or  refused,  and  at  the  time  of 
paising  the  law  the  negotiaiiuD  was  itself  eatire- 
\l  NUpeaded.*  After  its  passage,  you  will  fiud, 
fay  altendia^  to  the  correspondence  just  read, 
every  disposition  was  manifested  by  the  British 
Comoliasioners  lo  accelerate  the  negotiations; 
anderery  pledge  ofsioceiily  on  their  part  to  that 
effect  was  given,  to  ioduce  our  Government  here 
toHupend  the  law  merely 


not  place  my  hand 

furnish  them  with 
□ote,  to  the  best  of 


lag  ihe  American  Minisiers  lo 
a  copy  of  (he  act ;  but  in  that 
my  rccollectioD.  may  be  seen  the  real  cause  of 
tbeaoiieiy  of  the  British  CommiMioners  for  the 
fanher  suspension  of  that  act.  It  was  the  inju- 
rious tffect  the  measure  vas  calculated  to  have 
apcn  tbe  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  if  it  once 
thoofd  go  into  operation  ;  and  it  was  ibis  ihey 

*  Sea  note  at  the  end  of  the  speech. 


were  anxions  to  prevent.  This  act  appears  to 
have  been  viewed   by  the  British  Commissioners 

Erecisely  in  the  light  in  which  it  was  seen  here 
y  the  favorers  of  the  measure.  Its  character  and 
operation  answered  every  expectation.  It  pro- 
duced a  treaty  ;  and  I  regret,  sir,  that  the  provis- 
ions of  the  treaty  were  not  such  as  to  justify  its 
ratification.  I  am  aware  Ihe  gentleman  told  us 
tbat  he  paid  but  little  respect  to  the  representa- 
tions of  our  Ministers;  but,  sir,  they  certainly 
ought  to  be  respected,  or  we  ought  to  abandon  the 
policy  of  having  Ministers  at  foreign  Courts.  Id 
this  case,  however,  there  was  the  less  reason  for 
disrespecting  their  communications,  because  they 
have  been  for  some  time  published,  and  neither 
disrespected  nor  contradicted  by  the  British  Com- 
missioaers.  In  this  case  loo,  sir,  it  is  not  neces- 
i<ary  to  resort  lo  this  evidence  exclusively  in  proof 
of  this  fact.  It  is  proved  by  (he  note  of  the  Brit- 
ish ComtDissioners,  read  by  the  gentleman  him- 
self.   Let  us  review  that  note,  and  see  what  in- 

"  SarTEXHiK  4,  ISOS. 

"  On  a  fall  consideration  of  that  act,  we  think  it 
oar  duty  to  expresa  our  eameBt  hope  and  expectation 
that  BOme  meana  may  be  found  lo  aiupeud  the  eieco- 
tion  of  a  measure  ao  oppoaite,  in  its  temper  and  ten- 
dency, to  the  diapoaitioD  and  views  with  which  our 
pending  negotiation  baa  been  commenced  and  ia  car> 
rying  oo." 

Here,  sir,  is  a  request  merely  to  guepend  the  ex- 
ecution  ofthiaact,  ^.,  which  is  the  only  rod  that 
gentlemen  complain  so  much  of  here,  but  which 
was  no  further  complained  of  by  the  British  Com- 
missioners. The  true  reasonuf  their  anxiety  for 
this  suspension  I  have  before  slated.  Now,  tir, 
bow  does  ibis  fact  standi  Why,  that  the  British 
Commissioners  did  treat  wiili  ihis  rod  suspended 
over  their  heads ;  and,  so  far  from  its  having  had 
any  injurious  influence  on  the  negotiaijoos,  it 
probably  had  a  beneliciai  one.  The  gentlemen, 
then,  are  utterly  mistaken  in  this  fact.  For,  sir, 
whether  it  louched  the  pride  or  affected  the  sen- 
sibility of  Great  Britain  or  not,  she  unquesiinna- 
bly  did  treat  with  the  same  rod  suspended  over 
her  head. 

The  next  subject  I  shall  mention  is,  ihcBilempt 
to  reproach  the  President  for  his  instructions  re- 
specting the  imprestmenl  of  American  seamen. 
This  is  an  attempt,  sir,  which  really  excited  my 
aslonjshnienl.  Let  us  critically  ezamiile  the  cir- 
cumstances  under  which  these  instructions  were 

Siven.  The  basis  of  our  late  negotiations  at  Lon- 
on  were  laid  in  the  Senate.  What  did  the  Sen- 
ate say  to  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  the 
impressment  of  American  seamen  7  Let  me  read 
a  part  of  their  resolution  upon  tbat  subject :  "  and 
'to  enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  Brit- 
'  ish  Government  on  this  and  all  other  differences 
'  subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  (and  par- 
'  ticularly  respecting  the  irnpressmenl  of  Aroeri- 
'  can  seamen.)  as  may  be  consistent  with  ihe 
'  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
'  manifest  iheir  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for  them- 
'  selves  and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  nesotia- 
'  tion.  that  juslice  to  which  they  are  entitled." 
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Here,  sir,  we  Gnd  the  Senate,  cot  conleot  wiih 
■□[ermingling  the  sdiety  of  our  seamen  with  ilie 
other  olijecis  of  llie  resolution,  manifest  a  lauda- 
ble solicitude  upon  this  subject,  by  caliiug  the 
PcesideDl's  allenlion  to  it  in  a  special  manner, 
"and  particularly  respecting  the  impressmenl  of 
Aaiericon  searneD,"  say  the  Senate,  and  both  these 
geolleiuen  voting  in  favor  of  the  cesulution  ;  and 
now,  when  instructions  are  given  in  strict  con- 
formtiy  with  this  vpecial  injunction,  the  gentle- 
men come  forward  with  the  most  indignani  re- 
ptuiches  for  this  conduct.  The  ground  of  ob- 
jection is  stated  to  be,  that  the  President  JDstruct- 
ed  our  Ministers  to  insist  that  the  American  &ag 
should  protect  all  persons  sailing  infactuntUr 
iU  protection;  when  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chuseila,  (Mr.  Pickeriho.)  with  an  irrascibility 
of  temper  the  most  wonderful,  lells  us  that  the 
President  knevi  that  the  British  Government 
would  not  accede  to  the  proposition;  and  then 
Bsctibea  to  the  President  the  unworthy  motive  of 
intending  thereby  lo  defeat  the  objects  of  the  ne- 
gotiation.  It  is  necessary  to  restrain  the  feel- 
ings in  replyini;  to  this  groundless  and  unworthy 

that  the  President  knev)  no  such  thing ;  that  the 
gsnileman  himself  kneiB  no  such  thing,  until  the 
esperiment  was  made.  Indeed,  there  was  no  lime, 
during  the  negotiation,  when  there  was  a  great 
probability  (hat  it  would  succeed.  But, sir,  whe- 
ther the  propo.'ition  would  succeed  or  not,  the 
President,  acting  upon   trie   recommendation   of 


cielly,  sir,  whenbe  offered  the  British  Commis- 
aioaers  to  make  their  own  terms  for  securing  to 
tbemtelvea  the  service  of  their  own  seamen.  But. 
sir^  why  not  make  the  proposition  t  Is  it  beci 
it  19  not  our  right  1  Is  it  because  it 
No ;  that  is  not  pretended ;  but  becai 
ident  knew  that  the  British  Government  would 
not  accede  lo  the  proposition,  just  or  unjust.  Now, 
■ir,  for  one,  I  am  not  disposed  to  indulge  the  Brit- 
ish OoTcrnmenl  in  this  capricious  outrage  upon 
our  unquestionable  rights.  But,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent was  bound  to  make  the  experiment, and  was 
bound  never  to  admit  (he  British  pretension,  if 
he  thought  that  the  only  arrangement  competent 
to  the  protection  of  American  seamen  from  im- 
pressment. Yea,  sir,  and  if  the  President  had 
given  no  instructions  upon  this  poipt,  this  same 
gentleman  would  have  been  as  liberal  in  his  re- 
proaches as  he  now  is,  and  they  would  have  been 
much  more  merited.  This  singular  freak  of  pas- 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  HiLt-RooaB} 
gives  me  ^real  credit  for  my  candor,  in  ascribing 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  United  States 
to  the  British  Treaty.  The  gentleman  is  entirely 
tnitlaken  io  this  statement.  1  admitted  the  fact 
of  our  commercial  prosperity,  but  I  ascribed  it  lo 
its  proper  causes,  to  wit,  the  encouragements  giv- 
en to  it  by  the  Government,  and  the  enterprise 
and  talents  of  our  fellow-citizens.  1  am  willing 
lo  adroit  that  the  British  Treaty  had  not  so  bane- 
ful an  effect  upon  society  as  lo  have  prevented 


snot  just? 
ethePres- 


(his  commercial  prosperity;  but  it  it  the  last 
cause  to  which,  I  think,  it  can  properly  be  attri- 
buted- If,  liowever,  sir,  1  had  really  been  con- 
vinced, or  supposed  that  the  British  Treaty  hud 

been  instrumental  in  producing  that  effect,  I 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  the  fact. 
notwithstanding  my  opposition  lo  it.  I  am  very 
far  from  deeming  my  opinions  infallible ;  I  have 
often  eiperienced  their  fallibility  ;  and  whenever 
1  shall  be  convinced  of  an  error.  I  shall  feel  no 
difficulty  in  avowing  the  conviction. 

The  next  circumstance  to  which  I  shall  advert, 
is  the  extraordinary  suggestion  that  the  embargo 
is  intended  to  be  made  permanent.  This  is  a  most 
singular  notion,  and  nothing  but  the  respect  I  feel 
for  the  candor  and  sincerity  of  the  sentlemen 
who  suggest  it,  could  induce  me  to  believe  that 
they  are  io  earnest.  1  really  before  thought.  Mr. 
President,  it  was  merely  what  I  should  call  an 
electioneering  watch-word.  I  never  expected 
that  it  could  bave  had  any  operation  beyond  the 
electioneering  ground.  No  sir;  the  embargo  ia 
not  intended  to  he  permanent.  But,  sir,  let  us 
wait  a  little  while,  before  we  make  ourselves 
bloody  in  the  wars  of  Europe.  Let  us  have  a 
little  patience,  a  little  self-denial.  1  am  as  much 
opposed  to  a  permanent  embargo  as  either  of  the 

fenllemen  from  Massachusetts  or  Connecticut; 
think  the  idea  perfectly  absurd.  1  am  as  ready 
to  fight  for  the  birthright  of  the  ocean  as  either 
of  the  gentlemen.  But,  sir,  1  never  will  consent 
to  raise  the  embargo  until  some  measures  shall 
be  substituted  better  calculated  to  assert  and  main- 
tain our  national  rights  and  national  independ- 
ence— measures  of  more  activity  and  more  ener- 
gy. I  am  not  certain,  sir,  that  this  is  not  the  time 
for  their  adoption;  but,  sir.  no  great  mischief  can 
arise  from  waiting  a  little  longer;  waiting  erenu 
in  Europe  now  in  a  state  of  rapid  succession. 

The  next  fact  suggested  which  1  shall  notice  ia, 
that  the  embargo  has  arrested  and  destroyed  com- 
merce. 1  think  very  differently ;  t  think  it  has 
been,  and  still  is,  a  shield  interposed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce.  Freaeh  edicts  and  British 
Orders  would  have  destroyed  commerce;  but  the 
embargo,  I  hope,  has  saved  it.  It  is  very  easy  to 
say  that  the  embargo  destroyed  commerce,  be- 
cause it  was  the  act  immediately  preceding  iu 
suspension,  and  is  easily  resorted  to  as  the  proxi- 
mate cause;  but  there  IS  such  a  thing  as  an  ori- 
ginal or  primitive  cause:  this  was  the  French 
edicts  and  Briiish  Orders.  These  would  have 
caused  its  entire  destruction  ;  but  they  caused  the 
embargo,  which  caused  the  suspension  of  com- 
merce, and  has,  I  hope,  shielded  it  from  destruc- 

The  gentleman  from  Massachu.ietts  (Mr.  Pick- 
ering)) has  taken  great  pains  to  show  that  the 
Orders  of  Council  had  no  influence  in  producing 
the  embargo  In^s.  I  think  this  circumstance  of 
no  sort  of  consequence  to  the  community,  but  the 
gentleman  seems  to  think  it  is  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  himself  individually.  It  probably  is;  1 
suppose  he  stands  committed  to  the  public  upon 
that  fact.  I  was  not  present  at  the  lime  of  pac- 
ing the  first  embargo  law;  bttt  the  gentleman's 
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Ubor  bas  pecfeciljr  conTtDced  me  that  he  is  ui- 
leilf  mislaken  in  the  fact.  Let  me  critically  ex- 
UDiDe  the  gentlemaa'a  evidcDce.  First,  he  saya, 
ibat  the  Orders  are  doI  meDtioDed  \a  the  Presi- 
dent's Message ;  and.  secondl;,  that  the  SecTelarv 
or  State  refers  Mr.  Piokney  lo  the  President's 
Menage  Tor  the  caoses  of  tlie  embargo  Inws.  I 
hate  examined  the  President's  Message,  and  think 
it  perfectlf  correct,  the  g'entleman's  aogry  invec- 
tiTB  to  the  contrary  Dotwithstanding.  I  do  not 
belicTe  the  gentleman  could  now  frame  as  good 
■  me.  after  all  Ihe  Ughts  which  time  and  a  far- 
ther disclosure  of  events  bare  abed  upon  the  sub- 
jfct.  Permit  me  now.  Mi. President,  toeall  your 
attention  in  a  particular  matmer  lo  the  contents 
of  this  Message.  "The  comrounicalions  now 
'  made,  sbowing  the  great  and  increasing  dangers 
'with  which  our  Tessels,  oar  seamen,  and  mer- 
'chandise,  are  threatened  on  ibe  high  seas  and 
'  elsewhere  from  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Eu- 
'  rope,  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  importaiiee  to 
'  keep  insaTeiy  these  essential  resources."  4c.,  Ac. 
Now,  sir,  what  were  the  ccmmuuications  accom- 
panying  Ibis  Message?  The  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Champagny,  show- 
ing tbal  the  Berlin  Decree  was  in  a  stale  of  exe- 
eoiton,  which  had  before  been  suspended  in  its 
opemion  in  relation  to  the  United  Stales.  But, 
tays  the  gentleman,  no  papers  were  commanica- 
ledre  ■        "   .        -"         .... 


existed  which  could  in^e 
I  draw  a  very  different  inference  from  Ihe  Mes- 
sage itself.  I  presume  ihecommunicaiionof  this 
bo&tile  act  of  France,  so  immediately  after  it  was 
known  lo  the  Execuilve,  and  avoiding  a  direct 
reference  to  the  apprehended  hostility  of  Great 
Britain,  could  not  be  conceived  to  be  an  act  of 
faroriiism  towards  France.  Thai  some  hostile 
■et  from  Great  Britain  was  in  contemplaiion,  is 
nuKl  evident  from  the  Message  itself.  From 
what  quarter  does  the  Message  say  that  great  and 
increasing  dangers  are  threatened  to  our  vessels, 
our  seamen,  and  merchandise?  From  the  bellig- 
erents uC  Europe.  Here  is  no  exception.  The 
belligerents  of  Europe  mean  all  the  belligerents. 
Iflhe  President  conceived  there  were  no  dangers 
threatened  from  any  other  quarter  than  from 
Fnoce,  he  would  have  used  the  term  /Vance, 
not  the  bdligeraiU  of  Eurvpe.  But  why  com- 
nmnicate  the  evidence  of  bis  apprehensions  from 
France  and  not  Great  Britain,  if  he  entertained 
•nyt  Why,  sir,  for  the  most  obvious  reason  im- 
aginable— because  the  information  from  France 
was  official.  The  information  from  Great  Brit- 
ain was  not.  It  was  contained  in  newspapers 
only,  which  were  in  the  bands  of  every  gentle- 
nan,  and  their  contents  every  gentleman  could 
appreciate  as  well  as  the  Prenidenl.  Now,  sir, 
aader  these  circumstances,  waf  not  ihe  Message 
of  the  President  perfectly  correct  1  Let  me  ask 
the  gentleman  if  he  can  now  mend  it?  If,  sir. 
the  President,  in  his  Message,  had  communicated 
ihii  newspaper  information  respecting  the  appre- 
hended hostility  of  the  British  Government,  what 
a  gloiioa*  ibeme  of  invedive  would  have  been 


afforded  the  gentleman  of  favoritism  to  France 
and  hostility  against  Great  Britain  !  The  omis- 
sion, however,  to  do  this,  could  not  screen  the 
President  from  the  same  angry  reproaches.  If 
the  geaileman  will  impartially  review  all  these 
circumstances,  and  then  lurn  his  eyes  towards 
his  own  heart,  he  will  find  ihai  ihe  errors  he  has 
so  uncharitably  ascribed  to  the  President  will  be 
round  in  his  own  unhappy,  ungovernable  pas- 
sions. But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  I  will  now  refer 
the  gentleman  to  some  evidence  to  show  the  in- 
correctness of  tba  assertion  he  has  made — evi- 
dence which  he  cannot  deny,  because  it  comes 
from  his  own  words,  and  was  attended  with  aucb 
circumstances,  in  the  face  of  this  Senate,  tbst  it 
cannot  be  mislaken.  la  the  gentleman's  passion- 
ate zeal  yesterday,  he  told  us  that  no  lime  was 
allowed  in  the  Senate  for  the  discussion  uf  the 
original  embargo  law,  but  that  it  was  discussed  in 
iha  House  of  Representatives ;  and  the  principal 
arguments  urged  there  in  favor  of  the  measure 
were  drawn  from  (he  hostile  acts  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  gentleman  said  that  it  was  urged  in 
ihat  House  that  the  measure  would  starve  Great 
Britain  ;  that  it  would  bring  ber  to  our  feet,  &c., 
dec.  Now,  sir,  why  x\\6re  arguments  in  that 
House,  if  there  were  no  apprehended  acis  of  hos- 
tility from  Great  Britain?  They  would  have 
been  strange  arguments,  if  the  oaly  hostile  acts 
inducing  the  measure  were  the  hostile  acts  of 
France,  not  of  Great  Britain. 

[Mr.  PicKEBiNa  rose  to  explain.  He  said  he 
mentioned  these  circumstances  yesterday  to  show 
the  effects  expected  from  the  measure  by  the 
friends  of  it,  in  which  they  had  been  mistaken. 
He  did  not  speak  of  ihem  as  inducements  to  the 

1  readily  admit  ibnt  the  gentleman,  at  the  time 
of  making  these  observations,  was  entirely  insen- 
sible of  their  irresibiible  operation  in  estaolishiog 
a  fact,  which  he  thinks  so  important  to  himseirto 
disprove ;  and  in  my  judgment,  sir,  they  do  un- 
questionably prove  that  these  Briiirb  Orders,  or 
ihe  apprehensions  of  them,  stood  in  the  front  of 
the  inducements  to  the  original  embarco  law. 
Sir,  were  not  these  arguments  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  immediate  results  from  these  in- 
ducements'? Why,sir,lhat  aitbough  the  Orders 
were  not  received  in  such  an  official  form  as  to 
justify  their  communicaiion  by  the  President, 
the  intention  to  issue  them  was  announced  in  the 
newspapers  with  so  many  marks  of  probability 
as  justly  to  excite  apprehensions  in  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  safety  or  our  seamen  and  commerce, 
and  to  justify  the  measure  for  the  protection  of 
both.  It  bas  been  proved,  not  only  that  this  in- 
formation was  published  in  newspapers  before 
the  passage  of  the  act  in  the  Senate,  but  the  gen- 
tleman will  recollect  that  it  did  not  pass  the 
House  of  Represen  la  lives  for  two  or  three  days 
after  it  had  passed  ihe  Senate.  It  was,  therefore, 
very  natural  that  the  longer  these  apprehensions 
were  felt,  the  stranger  would  be  the  inducements 
to  the  measure  deduced  from  them;  and  hence 
the  character  of  the  discussions  in  thai  House 
described  by  the  gentleman.    But  the  gentleman 
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seems  lo  think  [hat  apprehenaioni  are  not  correct 
grouads  fur  legislation.  la  ordinaty  cases,  it  is 
admitted;  but  this  was  an  extraordiDar]>  case. 
The  measure  was  precautioaary,  and  if  these  ap- 
preheosLODs  had  doI  beenrealized,  it  would  ataof 
time  have  been  in  the  power  of  ihe  Qovernmeut 
to  dispease  with  the  prosecutiou ;  whereas,  il 
Congress  had  waited  for  a  formal  auifaeniication 
of  the  Orders,  cbeir  intended  object  would  have 
been  answered,  and  the  precautionary  measure 
rendered  unnecessary.  But,  sir,  1  ihink  this  ex- 
plauation  of  very  little  convquence  to  the  na- 
tion. It  can  be  of  little  consequence  to  ascertain 
whether  the  adoption  of  the  embargo  was  a  lucky 
hit  or  a  dictate  of  wisdom ;  and  1  should  not  have 
taken  (he  trouble  of  (bis  examination,  if  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  MassBcbuseits(Mr.  Piceerinq)  had 
Dot  availed  himself  of  this  occasion  to  assail  (be 
fepu(atioa  of  his  late  colleague,  (Mr.  Adams) — a 
gentleman  who  represented  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts with  so  much  honor  to  himself  .and  ad- 
vantage (0  the  State  and  the  nation  j  upon  a  point, 
too,  in  which  tbe  gentleman  here  present  has  put 
himself  so  clearly  ia  the  wrong,  from  bis  own 
showing.  I  bad  hoped,  Mr.  President,  thai  the  gen- 
tleman would  have  so  far  restrained  his  feelings 
as  to  have  permitted  this  gentlemanU  retirement 
to  have  shielded  him  front  these  unmerited  re- 
proaches;  hut  it  now  seems  that  no  delicacy  of 
aitnaiion  can  procure  an  exemption  from  the  in- 
veteracy ofthegentlenian'^  passions.  Tbiscruel 
attack  lia.t  imposed  upon  me  an  indispeosahle  ob- 
ligation to  defend  iliis  absent  gentleman  ;  and  ii 
ha»  been  principally  this  circumsiaace  which  has 
driven  me  again  must  reluctantly  into  this  debate. 
Sir,  1  can  attest,  and  now  da  attest,  wiih  great 
pleasure,  the  disinterestedness  and  purity  of  the 
motives  which  dictated  that  gentleman's  (Mr. 
Adams)  late  political  conduct.  As  to  its  wisdom, 
that  is  matter  of  opinion,  and  now  in  a  course  of 
experiment;  but  as  (o  his  exemption  from  all 
riews  of  personal  promotion  or  aggrandizement, 
I  here  assert  that  fact,  upon  my  own  knowledge 
and  my  own  responsibility,  as  far  as  can  be  war- 
ranted by  the  most  explicit  and  unequivocal  assu- 
rances from  the  gentleman  himself;  given,  too, 
under  circumstances  which  render  (heir  sincerity 
unquestionable.  It  zives  mc  great  pleasure  to  de- 
fend ibii  absent  gentleman,  not  only  on  account  of 
hi*  innocence  ofthese  reproaches,  but  on  account 
of  his  merits,  his  virtues,  and  his  talents,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  place  him  on  so  high  a  ground 
ss  not  to  induce  a  wish,  on  his  part,  to  shrink 
from  any  comparison  witn  either  of  the  five  wor- 
thies of  Massachusetts,  of  whom  we  have  been 
informed  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fickehino.) 

Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  proceed  with  the  dis- 
cussion. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  PiOKERtNo)  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  Mr.  Rose 
was  sent  here  as  a  messenger  of  peace ;  that  he 
brought  the  olive  branch  in  his  hand,  but  that  it 
was  designedly  refused  by  the  Administration, 
and  of  course  a  subject  of  serious  reproach  and 
lamentation.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Rose 
brouirht  in  bis  hand;  he  never  would  tell  the  Gov- 
ernment what  he  brought.    Bui  let  me  ask  the 


gentleman  what  he  lef(  behind  him?  The  gen- 
tleman has  furnished  me  with  an  apposite  figure. 
He  left  behiod  him  a  rod  in  pickle  for  us.  He 
left  behind  him  these  very  Orders  of  Council, 
which  were  designedly  concealed  from  him,  al- 
though (hey  had  been  long  deliberated  upon,  and 
were  matured  before  he  left  London  i  and  were 
actually  issued  almost  as  soon  as  he  lost  sight  of 
(be  land.  If,  (herefore,  he  brought  in  hi>  band 
(he  olive  branch,  he  certainly  left  concealed  be- 
hind him  the  scourge  of  our  commerce.  Yes, 
sir,  it  was  the  besom  which  was  intended  (o  sweep, 
and  would  have  swept  our  cotnmerce  from  the 
face  of  the  ocean.  And  (he  genlletoan  tells  us, 
in  a  lone  of  lamentation,  that  when  Mr.  Rose  ar- 
rived here  he  was  met  by  the  embargo.  Yes,  sir, 
the  judicious  vigilance  of  the  Governmenl  had 
saved  our  commerce  from  the  destructive  influ- 
ence of  these  concealed  Orders  of  Council.  Could 
you  have  supposed,  Mr.  President,  that  this  would 
have  been  a  subject  of  lamentation  to  any  Amer- 
ican citizen?  Could  you  have  supposed, sir,that 
it  could  have  been  made  the  subject  of  reproach 
against  the  Administration?  Could  you  have 
supposed,  sir,  that  (he  most  jaundiced  passions 
could  have  deluded  any  American  citizen  so  far 
as  to  commit  himself  upon  such  a  charge  ?  Sir, 
we  differ  so  much  in  our  facts,  that  it  would  be 
mote  wonderful  if  we  should  agree  than  diSerin 
our  conclusions.  Is  there  a  gentleman  here,  sir, 
prepared  to  say  iliat  this  is  not  a  correct  state- 
ment of  fact!?  And  jf  ii  is,  what  is  the  result? 
Why,  simply,  that  Great  Britain  bad,  in  the  moat 
insidious  manner,  issued  orders  for  (he  entire  de- 
struclion  of  our  commerce,  and  that  our  Gtovern- 
mcnl  bad  comfjielely  disappointed  their  iniqui- 
tous object,  by  interposing  the  embargo  for  its 
protection. 

But,  vir,  the  gentleman,  not  content  with  the 
profusion  of  his  invectives  against  the  Adminis- 
tcatioQ  collectively,  and  the  absent  gentleman, 
whom  I  have  defended  with  great  pleasure,  has 
directed  his  bitterest  resentments  against  the  Sec- 
retary of  Slate  individually.  He,  sir,  has  ventured 
to  accuse  the  Secretary  of  insincerity  tn  bis  di- 
plomatic correspondence.  Permit  roe  totellthxt 
gentleman  (hat  the  Secretary  of  State  is  incapa- 
ble of  an  act  of  insincerity,  either  as  a  man  or  & 
Soliiician.  The  gentleman,  himself,  sir,  has  been 
ecretary  of  State;  and,  even  in  the  frenzy  of 
his  passions,  it  is  wonderful  to  me  that  he  did  not 
see  (hat  he  was  forcing  himself  into  a  most  dis- 
advantageous comparison.  I  think  the  instances 
of  insincerity  he  has  quoted  partake  nothing  of 
(hat  character.  I  think  them  perfectly  proper, 
the  gendeman's  angry  criticisms  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Let  us  a((end  particularly  to 
(he  instances  quoted.  The  first  is,  that  Ihe  Sec- 
retary had  told  the  British  Minister  that  the  Ber- 
lia  Decree,  so  fit  as  it  professed  to  place  all  the 
British  isles  in  a  state  of  blockade,  was  an  empty 
menace.  Now,  let  me  ask  (he  gentleman  if  that 
was  not,  and  is  not,  tbe  fact?  I  believe  that  Do 
gentleman  is  more  strongly  impressed  with  the 
truth  of  ihis  fact,  nor  rejoices  more  in  its  truth, 
(ban  the  gentleman  himself.    But  the  gentleman 
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infen.  if  this  decree  was  a  mere  emply  menace, 
■«  it  respecls  the  blockading  the  whole  British 
isles,  it  could  Dot  furoish  any  iDducemect  lo  tbe 
measarr  of  ihe  embargo-  1  differ  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  in  bis  inference.  The  Berlin  De- 
cree, after  it  was  put  in  s  state  of  execution 
a^inst  the  Tloiled  States,  would  operate  very 
diOerently  upon  the  defenceless  American  com- 
merce spread  along  the  French  coast,  from  its 
OpeiaiioD  as  forming  the  blockade  of  the  British 
i±le3>;  and  therefore  would  be,  as  it  in  fact  was. 
an  emptr  menace  in  (hat  case,  whilst  it  would 
bare  a  most  serious  effect  in  the  other,  and  would 
certainly  furuish  a  just  inducement  to  the  Gor- 
ernmeDt  for  tbe  protection  of  the  eiposed  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  Here  then,  sir,  I  see 
a  perfectly  correct  senlimeni,  without  any  mark 
of  iasiDcerily  about  it. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  brought  into  view 
another  act  of  insincerity.  Lei  that  be  also  ex^ 
amined.  The  gentleman  complains  that  our 
Mioisiersin  London  were  instructed  to  tell  the 
BritUh  Minisier  only  of  the  precautionary  object 
of  the  embargo  laws,  and  of  course  leave  their 
coercire  object  lo  be  inferred  by  the  British  Min- 
ister. This  was  both  polite  and  proper.  It  was 
an  iuslraclioD  to  our  Miuisters  in  fact  to  avoid 
touching  the  sensibility  of  the  British  Ministers 
and  naiioo.  What  would  tbe  gentleman  have 
done  himself,  sir  ?  Would  he,  because  there  were 
two  objects  in  passing  (he  law,  hare  instructed 
OUT  Mjniiiers  to  have  pressed  both  upon  tbe  Brit-  ; 
ish  Commissioners,  althousch  one  of  them  would  ! 
hare  loached  their  Datianal  pride  and  sensibility? 
This  was  unnecessary,  and  would  not  have  been 
Tciy  urbane.  It  would  hare  been  an  outrage 
upon  every  principle  of  diplomatic  delicacy.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  see  the  ground  of  objection  lo 
liiis  instruction,  unless  it  is.  that  tbe  Secretary  of 
Slate  has  not  taken  the  sentleman  from  Mussa- 
chuwiis  (Mr.  PicKERtNo)  for  his  model;  that  he 
liad  not  resorted  to  some  of  the  gentleman's  bold 
metaphorical  flotirishes ;  that  he  did  not  instruct 
(wr  Miohters  to  tell  the  British,  "  that  the  li^r 
croQches  before  he  leaps  upon  his  prey.".  Yes, 
lir,  1  am  extremely  happy  to  behold  the  striking 
contrast  exhibited  between  the  former,  and  present 
Secretary  of  State ;  a  contrast  so  highly  honora- 
ble to  ihe  present  Secretary.  Indeed,  sit,  I  am 
the  more  astonished  at  the  gentleman's  driving 
Bi  into  the  comparison,  so  unfortunate  to  himself^ 
when  he  most  know,  or  certainly  ought  to  know, 
ibat  his  own  inveterate  paitsions  utterly  incapa* 
eiated  bim  from  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
IkatoE5ee,aiid  finally  expelled  him  from  it.  The 
gentlemaa  seems  to  be  still  harping  upon  the 
miserable  tale  of  French  influence.  I  suppose  he 
alio,  soforltinately  stands  committed  upon  that 
idle  suggestion.  Sir,  insinuations  of  this  nature 
are  d^rading  to  the  national  character ;  and  1 
always  feel  a  condescension  in  being  compelled 
lo  make  a  reply.  Indeed,  sir,  it  is  necessary  to 
impott  strong  restraints  upon  the  feelings  in  mak- 
ing the  reply  the  suggestion  deserves. 

Bat,  sir,  the  gentleman  is  so  intent,  I  suppose, 
upon  bis  own  selF-jiisliScation,  (hat  he  has  maii- 


ifested  great  labor  and  ingenuity  in  making  a  col- 
lection of  scraps  from  the  numerous  documents 
before  us;  from  which  he  has  aiiempied  to  infer, 
not  only  that  (he  Bsecuiive  Department  was  ncl- 
ing  under  French  influence,  but  that  ihis  hono- 
rable body  was  also  actios  under  the  same  influ- 
ence ;  yes,  sir,  the  body  of  which  (he  gentleman 
himself  is  a  member.  Yet,  sir,  the  gentleman 
knows,  notwithstanding  his  jealousies,  his  sur- 
mises, and  his  inferences,  that  it  is  impossible; 
that  the  fact  is  not  so.  Let  me  ask  that  geotle- 
roan,  if  be  is  prepared  to  say  in  his  place,  (hat  any 
one  member  of  this  body,  or  that  this  body  itself, 
is  acting  under  French  influence,  or  any  improper 
influence  1  The  genileman  must  have  too  much 
respect  for  himself  to  make  such  an  unfounded 
assertion.  Why  then,  sir,  all  this  labor  ai  sur- 
mise, suspicion,  and  inference  t  I  leave  the  gen- 
tleman to  answer  this  question.  Equally  un- 
founded are  the  miserable  intimations  towards 
the  Executive. 

Let  me  ask  the  gentleman,  through  what  chan- 
nel bis  unhappy,  suspicious  mind  has  taught  him 
to  suppose,  that  these  dark,  these  invisible  nego- 
tiations could  be  carried  on  ?  I  suppose  he  would 
necessarily  reply  ihrough  Mr.  Armslrouz,  oar 
Minisier  in  Paris.  Yet  Mr.  Armstrong  haslately 
:Irieved  himself  entirely  from  the  gentleman's 
ilusive  suspicions.  We  are  now  (old,  Mr.  Arro- 
Etrong  is  a  patriot;  follow  bis  advice.  Again, sir, 
let  me  ask  tbe  gentleman,  if  he  has  heard  any 
apology  for  the  hostile  conduct  of  France,  either 
in  this  House  or  any  where  else?  Has  not  every 
person  declared,  that  their  CDnduc(  washos(ility  it- 
self? Mr.  President,  whether  the  gentleman  in- 
tended to  make  insinuations,  or  inferences,  or 
surmises,  or  suspicions,  or  assertions,  if  he  pleases, 
of  French  influence,  as  operating  either  upon  (he 
Executive,  or  upon  this  body,  I  here  in  my  place 
do  pronounce  (he  whole  to  be  utterly  unfounded. 
But,  sir,  the  j^entletnun  boldiv  aavs,  there  is  some- 
thing concealed.  1  realty  should  like  to  know 
what  it  is  that  he  supposes  can  be  concealed.  I 
should  really  tike  to  know,  what  witchcraft  it  is 
that  hascoDtinually  tortured  the  gentleman's  mind 
with  these  unhappy,  fan(as(ic  delusions.  No,  sir, 
there  is  nothing  concealed  ;  there  is  too  much  ex- 

Sosed;  for,  sir,  in  (he  present  whirlpool  of  inor- 
inate  passions,  all  honorable  confidence  seems  lo 
be  disrespected.  1  will  not  accuse  this  gentleman 
ofaetingurtderBritish  influence:*  I  feetloo  much 
respect  for  the  American  character  to  do  so.  I 
hope  and  trust  he  is  not.  I  am  willing  lo  admit 
that  bis  views  are  American.  But,  sir,  this  con- 
sideration will  not  deter  me  from  expressing  my 
wonder  end  astonishment  at  the  eitrordinary 
views  (hat  tbe  gentleman  takes  of  American  in- 
terests; first,  in  the  unremitting  labor  he  has  taken 
to  put  his  own  Government  in  tbe  wrong  upon 
every  point  of  discussion  between  it  and  [be  Bri- 
tish Government;  and  in  his  strange  misrepre- 
sentation or  total  disregard  of  facts;  of  outrages, 
air,  upon  our  dearest  rights,  by  the  British  Cior- 
;  outrages  which  ought  to  rouse  every 


■  See  note  at  tbs  end  of  the  apeecli. 
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feeling  inio  action.  Secondly,  id  tlie 
comparative  view  he  haa  taken  of  ihe  hostile  acts 
of  France  and  Great  Britain.  Sir,  lie  has  used 
every  effort  lo  magnify,  if  possible,  French  ag- 
gressions; whilst  he  has  TaiDily  admilled  British 
■ggressioos,  and  even  palliated  or  eicused  them. 
Lei  us  now  see,  sir,  what  is  the  true  character  o( 
aggressions  whicb  are  irealed  with  so  much  ten- 
derness 7  Sir,  I  said  the  other  day,  and  I  have 
not  heard  it  contradicted,  and  I  say  again  to-day, 
that  the  British  Government  seizes  and  confi'icates 
our  vessels  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade  i  that  she 
has  attempted,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  colo- 
nize and  tax  us ;  that  she  has  in  the  same  manner, 
nnderlakento  exercise  acts  of  national  sovereignty 
■olemnly  given  by  the  people  to  Congress;  that 
■he  has  undertaken  to  exercise  an  act  of  legisla- 
tion over  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  refused 
(o  Congress,  and  retained  tu  themselves  in  their 
highest  sovereign  capacity.  Are,  these  facts  de- 
nied? No,sir;  if  true,  let  me  ask  the  gentleman, 
what  can  he  worseT  what  can  be  more  injurious 
to  our  interests,' or  derogatory  to  our  national 
character  1  what  can  the  French  do,  that  is  worse 
than  this?  Nothing,  sir.  these  acts  form  the  cli- 
max of  outrages.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  tells 
us,  that  the  French  Emperor  has  said,  there  shall 
be  no  neutrals.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  has 
nsed  that  identical  expression  or  not.  1  believe 
it  is  not  the  expression  in  the  paper  to  which  the 
gentleman  alludes.  But,  sir,  suppose  it  is;  what 
then?  Is  the  gentleman  so  ready  to  obey  the 
manilaie  of  the  French  Emperor,  as  lo  take  pnrt 
iu  the  war.  because  he  orders  him  to  do  so  1  did 
not  think  the  geoileman  would  lake  the  yoke  so 
quietly.  In  efiecl,  both  Great  Britain  and  Prance 
have  said,  there  shall  be  no  neutrals;  and  I  car.: 
nothing  for  the  form  of  expression.  The  first  dec- 
laration to  that  effect,  which  I  have  seen,  is  con- 
tained in  the  polite  note  of  Lords  Hollaad  and 
Auckland,  attached  (o  the  late  unratified  treaty. 
The  language  in  effect  is,  if  you  do  not  makewai 
on  France,  we  will  reserve  to  ourselves  the  righl 
to  make  war  on  you,  according  to  this  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce.  But,  sir,  these  two  great 
belligerents  command  ui  to  take  part  in  their 
wars;  are  we  bound  [o  obey  their  cruel  mandates? 
Are  we  to  abandoa  the  right  of  judging  of 
own  interests  and  policy  1  I  am  disposed  to  think 
they  will  ultimately  drive  us  into  their  wars ;  bu* 
let  as  keep  out  of  them  as  long  as  we  think  ou. 
own  interests  and  policy  require  the  recession. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Hill 
BOoaE)l)as  attempted  to  place  our  siinatioa  in  i 
ludicrous  point  of  view  ;  he  asks  how  are  we  li 
Sght  at  triangles'?    Are  we  to  fight  France  am 
Great  Britain  at  the  same  time  ?    Why,  sir,  thi 
is  the  very  circumstance  which  increases  ou 
embarrassments.     It  is  a  situation  perfectly  novel 
and   unexampled;  and   distinguishes  it  from  :  " 
the   cases  put  by  the  gentleman  as  analogous 
it.    At  every  other  time  we  have  had  but  one  s 
rersary;  if  we   had  but  one  at  this  time,  the 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  choice  of  measur* 
but  having  two  at  the  same  lime,  and  both 
formidable,  presents  att  unexampled  difficulty  in 


the  choice  of  measures;  and  is  the  strongest  ar- 
:d1  imaginable  in  favor  of  the  position  we 
liave  assumed.     This,  sir,  is  made  more  evident 
by  the  gentleman's  illustration.     The  gentleman 
'sys,  if  two  men  were  to  attack  him  at  the  same 
time,    would    he   avoid    the    combat    until    he 
Id  get  one  by  himself?    I  presume  he  would, 
e  were  a  man  of  prudence ;  especially  if  either 
of  them  were  a  full  match  for  him  ;  and  he  knew 
moment  he  set  on  one,  the  other  would  set 
him,  and  tear  him  to  pieces.    I  think,  under 
such  circumstances, a  dignifa'ed  retirement  would 
t  least  as  honorable  as  being  tumbled  in  the 
dust;  and  would  certainly  be  more  the   dictate 
of  prudence  and  wisdom.     It  therefore  appears 
e,  that  the  gentleman's  illusiraiioa  is  an  ex- 
tremely happy   one,   to   justify   the  position  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States,  under  the  peculiarity 
of  Lheir  difficulties. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
.OYD,)  1  presume  with  a  view  of  showing  that 
r  supply  of  provisions  can  be  of  little  conse- 
quence to  Great  Britain,  has  favored  iis  with  a 
statement  of  her  annual  consumption  of  grain, 
and  out  annual  exports.  The  annual  consump- 
tion of  Great  Britain  he  slates  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  bushels,  and  our  whole  ex- 
ports at  seven  millions.  I  am  willing  to  take  his 
estimate,  although  our  whole  exports  are  proba- 
bly much  more.  From  this  statement,  the  gen- 
tleman seems  to  infer,  that  this  small  sum  can  be 
of  but  little  consequence  in  a  market  requirine 
this  enormous  consumption.  I  draw  a  very  dif- 
ferent inference  from  these  data  given  by  the 
gentleman  ;  and  I  am  the  more  disposed  to  ex- 
amine this  point,  as  I  have  often  heard  the  same 
inferences  drawn  by  others.  According  to  this 
statement,  if  Great  Britain  should  raise  barely 
enough  for  her  own  consumption,  except  seven 
millions  of  bushels,  and  it  is  probable  she  will  not 
exceed  this  product  the  presept  year,  she  would 
want  a  supply  for  her  whole  population  for  above 
a  fortnight  in  the  year.  This  would  be  a  serious 
deficiency  ;  and  to  appreciate  my  argument,  the 
gentleman  should  first  make  the  experiment  of 
starving  a  fortnight ;  and  1  think,  before  the  ex- 
piraiioD  of  that  lime,  he  would  be  willinir  to  ad- 
mit there  was  some  force  at  least  in  my  argu- 
ment. It  would  be  the  same  case  wiih  a  nalion, 
if  the  scarcity  operated  equally,  and  upon  every 
individual  in  the  nation,  at  the  same  time.  But 
that  is  not  the  way  in  which  a  scarcity  docs  ope- 
rate. It  operates  by  raising  the  prices  of  grain, 
and  Ihus  excluding  those  from  the  use  of  it.  who 
have  no  money  to  buy.  In  the  event  of  a  scar- 
city in  Great  Brilaiu,  Mr.  Caoniog  would  prob- 
ably not  have  a  dish  less  to  his  table  on  that  ae- 
counl,  whilst  the  poor  wouM  suffer  for  the  want 
of  bread.  As  the  scarcity  increased,  the  greater 
would  be  the  numbers  excluded  from  the  use  of 
bread  ;  and  the  stock  iu  the  nation  would  be  ex- 
clusively consumed  by  those  who  had  the  means 
of  purchasing  a  proportion  of  it.  This  would  be 
the  course  of  things  as  long  as  the  order  of  so- 
ciety could  be  maintained,  and  [be  suffering  poor 
compelled  to  bear  their  hard  fate.    But,  sir,  if 
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thi*  qaiBiity  of  proTJiiona  shoald  be  waoted  in 
Greit  Britain  tbis  jtsr,  and  it  caotiot  be  obtained 
aufwbere,  but  rrom  tbe  United  States;-aDd  if 
tbe  w«oi  of  it  thoald  drive  the  prices  very  high, 
tad  bear  of  course  wiih  great  severity  upon  the 
Mfferiag  poor  ; -wvuld  not  these  circumsisDces 
■lone  forniib  strong  inducementa  to  Qreat  Brit- 
ain to  relax  her  orders,  and  to  do  us  justice  1  To 
do  m  justice,  did  1  sajr,  sirl  No,  sir,  to  do  us  half 
jnaiice;  we  do  not  require  more  than  balfjaslice 
at  her  faaods. 

If  tke  >a&riag  poor  cotiM  be  apprized  that  the 
deficit  of  {worisioDS  could  be  made  op  by  open- 
ing an  intereoQTse  with  the  United  Slates,  sod 
thai  this  depended  upon  the  plea  so  re  of  the  Brit- 
ish Cabinet,  would  there  not  be  strong  represent- 
ations lo  them  to  relieve  the  suffering  poor,  when 
kothiog  bnt  an  act  of  half  justice  would  be  n«- 
ecaary  to  effect  the  object?  Under  such-a  stale 
of  ibings,  the  Cabinet  could  not  withstand  the 
lepteseniatiODS  of  the  people.  May  we  not  hope 
then,  sir,  if  this  should  be  the  slate  of  thiun  in 
Qreat  Britain  during  the  present  year,  that  these 
appeals  to  her  interest  will  not  be  unavailine? 
Bat,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  I  derive  tlie 
less  contotaiion  from  this  hope,  from  the  appre- 
bensioB  that  if  even  a  relaiaiion  of  these  orders 


(boold  take  place  in  consequence  of  any  c 
■tale  of  things  in  Qreat  Britain,  the  relai 


'ced 


woold  be  but  temporary;  and  thi 
pressare  ceased,  the  hostile  measures  would  be 
lesumed.  SJDce  Qreat  Britain  has  become  in- 
toxicated with  this  extraordioary  prriject  of  re- 
edonisaiion,  I  verilybelieve  we  shail  again  have 
to  fight  heroat  of  it;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
tbat  DOW  is  Bs  good  a  time  for  the  contest  as  we 
can  expect  in  any  future  lime.  But.  sir,  we  are 
utid  that  this  subject  has  a  commercial  as  well  as 
■  political  bearing;  the  commereisl  must  cer- 
tsioly  be  a  subordinate  one.  Let  me,  however, 
kstow  a  fetr  thoaghis  on  its  commercial  bear* 
ings.  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  merchants;  but 
vpon  this  subject  I  do  not  think  their  stateinents 
oaght  to  be  confided  in.  I  am  sure  they  will  ex- 
caie  the  ofaeervation,  when  I  lell  them  thai  I  was 
taoghi  this  lesaon  at  the  time  of  laying  the  former 
embargo,  by  one  of  the  most  respectable  mer- 
cfaasia  ID  the  United  Stales ;  and  then  a  Repre- 
KDiiuve  in  Conitress  from  the  city  of  Philadet- 
phB.  That  gentleman  then  told  us,  that  upon 
■be  quesiioa  of  an  embarija.  the  information  of 
aerehauia  ivasnot  to  be  relied  upon  ;  thnt,  with- 
oai  imputing  to  them  any  improper  motive,  iheir 
statementa  would  necessarily  pactake  of  their 
calcolations  of  their  own  particular  inleresls. 

Tbe  KCBtleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Pick- 
■Biao)  Das  favored  as  with  mercantile  informa- 
tran  from  the  insurance  offices  at  fioston  and 
Sales,  as  well  as  information  from  some  of  his 
respectable  mercantilecurrespondents.  I  am  wil- 
ling 10  respect  this  species  of  information  as  far 
•a  it  eiiends  and  merits  aiteniioa;  but,  sir,  it 
does  not  contain  all  the  information  I  want ;  and 
■s  little  as  I  know  of  mercantile  principles,  I 
know  that  it  is  essentially  erroneous.  Sir,  the 
ktAnmation  from  the  insurance  offices  doca  not 
lOthCoa.  SdSxas.— 8 


extend  to  all  the  objects  it  ought  to  embrace.  I 
want  to  know  in  the  6rst  place,  sir,  if  we  repeal 
the  embargo  laws,  without  any  substitute,  end 
agree  to  trade  under  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, what  would  be  the  premium  of  insurano* 
upon  our  uaiional  character  and  ustional  inde- 
pendence  T  This  important  article  of  barter  seema 
to  have  escaped  the  alieniion  of  the  offices  alto- 
gether ;  whereas  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  pre- 

-'- — .:--      j^|]  others  sink  iuio  insignifi- 

-,  cent  per  cent,  would  not 
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calculation  of  a  total  loss.  The  insurance  could 
not  be  done  upon  these  essential  articles  of  barter, 
in  all  the  insurance  offices  in  the  United  States, 
Now,  sir,  as  these  are  articles  which  I  hold  with 
others  in  trust,  I  can  never  violate  the  sacred  de- 
posite,  or  put  it  at  risk,  until  I  deem  the  PoUey 
perfectly  competent  to  cover  the  loss.  Aeain, 
sir,  I  wish  lo  know  the  premium  against  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  upon  a  voyage  to  France, 
or  anywhere  else,  where  an  American  vessel  may 
go  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations? 
Cent  per  cent,  would  not  insure  in  the  exercise  of 
this  right;  and  for  one  1  would  rather  fight  for 
it  than  abandon  it.  Again,  sir,  what  would  be 
tbe  insurance  against  French  captures  to  Euro- 
pean ports,  in  case  the  embargo  were  raised  1  It 
would  be  difficult  to  make  a  calculation  until 
some  experiments  should  be  made.  The  reason 
of  the  low  insurance  now  is,  that  the  French 
have  no  inducements  to  send  oat  privateers  to 
depredate  upon  our  commerce  as  long  as  the  em- 
bargo restrains  it  within  our  ports;  raise  the  em- 
bargo, and  the  temptation  to  plunder  would  fill 
Iheoceaii  with  privateers.  The  commerce  would 
stand  litlle  chance  to  escape  the  plunderers. 

These  observations  are  sufficient  to  show,  first, 
that  the  information  from  the  insurance  offioes 
doesnoiembraceall  the  articles  of  barter  we  have 
in  the  market;  particularly  those  of  the_)!r«<na- 
cearitt/.  Secondly,  that  Ilie  policies  upon  most  of 
the  articles  embraced  by  it  are  calculated  upoa 
incorrect  principles,  and  not  adjusted  to  the  slat* 
of  things  which  would  exist  upon  raising  the  em- 
bargo without  a  substitute.  Further,  sir,  with 
my  little  knowledge  of  commercial  details,!  wilt 
venture,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  to  que*- 
lion  the  accuracy  of  the.informaiion  furnished  by 
the  gentleman's  respectable  commercial  corres* 
pondent  (Mr.  Thorndike.)  I  am  willing  to  ad- 
mit, sir,  that  he  is,  as  the  gentleman  describe* 
him  to  be,  a  merchant  of  ihe  first  respectability  ( 
and  as  such  I  respect  him;  but  I  cannot,  in  all 

r>ints,  subscribe  to  his  mercantile  information. 
will  meniiou  only  two  points  in  which  he  ii 
evidently  mistaken,  and  they  will  be  important 
enough  to  vary  the  whole  aspect  of  the  calcula- 
tion ne  has  made,  as  to  wnat  trade  we  could 
carry  on  under  the  Orders  in  Council.  First,  he 
has  made  a  calculation  of  our  trade  to  Qreal 
Britain  upon  the  usual  prices  of  American  article* 
in  British  markets.  This  is  an  extremely  incor- 
rect standard  of  prices;  because,  if  all  American 
articles  were  driven  into  the  British  market,  and 
excluded  from  the  marlcels  where  they  are  coil- 
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•umed,  Ibey  would  bear  no  price  nC  bU.  They 
would  not  defray  expenses.  Take  ihe  article  of 
tobacco  for  instance.  Tbe  United  Stales  export 
upon  an  average  75,000  ho^theads;  of  wliich 
GrMt  BriUin  consumes  14,000.  The  rest  are 
exported  to  tbe  European  Coolioent.  Wba*. 
would  be  (he  price  of  an  article,  when  there  Ik 
five  limes  as  much  at  market  as  is  wanted  for 
consumption,  or  for  any  other  useT  The  mer- 
chants cximined  before  the  House  of  Common* 
unanimously  agree,  that  this  article  would  not 
defray  ex peneea.  They  hare  not  ooly  sworn  to 
this  fact,  but  I  would  ask,  if  it  is  not  the  dictate 
of  common  sense,  and  the  common  result  of  every 
principle  of  barter  ?  The  same  remark  would  ap- 
ply to  cotton  and  rice,  and  other  American  arti- 
cles ;  but,  perhaps,  not  in  the  same  degree.  As 
to  cotton,  I  am  perfectly  convinced  from  the  im- 
mense and  increasinK  quantiijes  of  that  article, 
raised  in  the  United  Stales,  the  only  way  to  keep 
up  tbe  price  is  to  keep  open  all  the  markets  in 
Ihe  world  where  it  is  consumed.  The  gentleman 
also  includes  in  bis  estimate  eiporisio  the  French 
West  India  islands.  They  are  now  in  a  state  of 
atrict  blockade,  and  of  course  tbe  whole  of  this 
item  ought  lo  be  expunged.  There  are  probably 
other  material  errors;  but  these  of  ibemaelres  are 
aaScieuI  lo  vary  the  whole  aspect  and  bearine  of 
his  calculation.  Indeed,  sir.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
little  or  no  commerce  could  be  carried  on  under 
tbe  conflicting  orders  and  decrees.  All  these cal- 
enlalioDS  are  made  upon  the  assumed  principle, 
that  tbe  rules  prescribed  in  these  hostile  decrees 
and  orders  would  be  invariably  adhered  to  in 
their  practical  operations,  i  entertain  a  very 
different  opinion.  The  commerce  which  might 
strictly  be  permitted  by  the  orders  and  decrees, 
would  be  subjected  to  so  many  Tezalioni  by  tlic 
ignorance  or  artifices  of  the  commanders  of  the 
hostile  armed  ships,  as  la  reader  all  the  remain- 
ing commerce  dangerous  and  unprofitable;  and  I 
■m  perfecily  satisfied,  after  iQcurring  the  disgrace 
of  snbroitling  to  these  arrogant  and  nnwarraot- 
tbte  iropoiilions,  we  should,  covered  over  with 
disgrace,  be  compelled  to  fight  for  tbe 


Eittance  of  commerce,  apparently  held  out 
y  these  hostile  and  coonictiajt  orders  and  e< 
This  miserable  and  disgraceful  commerce  affords 


no  allurement  to  me;  and  it  will  disappoint  all 
those  who  have  made  these  delusive  calculations 
tipon  it.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.PiCKKBii«aJiQ  a  great  degree  unravelled  the 
DTStery,  which  was  before  suspended  over  the 
calculations  of  his  mercaniilG  friend,  by  telling 
us  that  this  friend  had  at  this  lime  several  vessels 
laden  with  Southern  productions,  ready  to  set 
sail  the  moment  the  embargo  shall  be  raised. 
This  circumstance,  without  any  imputation  upon 
the  motives  of  the  gentleman,  may  be  fairly  con- 
ceived to  have  had  some  bearing  upon  his  cal- 
culations, and  is  a  case  in  point  to  prove  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  information  derived  from  the  gen- 
tleman of  Philadelphia,  on  a  former  and  similar 
occasion. 

Before  I  sit  down,  Mr.  President,  permit  me  to 
•xplain  some  expressions  which  fell  from  me  in 


debate  a  few  days  liince,  and  which  seem  to  have 
roused  into  action  the  indigoanl  feelings  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  PiCKEBiita.) 
The  gentleman  mighl  have  saved  himself  these 
painful  feelings,  if  he  bad  been  more  attentire  to 
my  observations.  He  supposes  (bat  I  called  bla 
Federal  friends  in  Massacnusetts  political  dema- 
gogues. Now,  sir,  those  gentlemen  were  not  pai- 
licularly  alluded  lo  either  in  words  or  inleDiions. 
I  made  an  observation  in  very  general  lermi 
upon  the  structure  of  popular  Governments.  I 
staled,  as  an  inconvenient  circumstance  in  the 
operations  of  such  Governments,  that  when  the 
union  and  energy  of  the  people  were  moat  re- 
quired (o  resist  foreign  aggressions,  the  pressure 
of  [beae  very  aggressions  would  present  tempta- 
tions to  political  demagogues,  to  separate  the 
people  from  their  own  Government,  and  through 
(be  people's  discontents,  to  find  their  way  to  office 
and  to  power.    I  applied  this  observation  to  the 

Creseui  and  all  future  limes.    I  then  gave*  the 
lie  and  present  proceedings,  under  the  pressure 
of  the  embargo  laws,  in   evidence  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  (he  remark.    I  made  no  particular 
application  of  it  to  any  description  of  genilemeo, 
Dor  lo  any  particular  part  of  the  United  Slaiea, 
nor  was  it  intended  to  be  so  applied  ;  it  Tvas  in- 
tended to  be  general  in  its  application  to  everf 
part  of  the  Union.     Tbe  gentleman  himaelf  has 
made  the  application  to  his  friends;  and  1  readily 
ailmit,  without  reroindiDg  him  of  the  old  aOmge, 
that  he  is  better  informed  than  I  am,  whether  hU 
own  application  suits  his  own  friends.    But,  sir, 
I  did  not  particularly  allude  to  those  gentlemen. 
I  feel  tbe  same  respect  for  the  gentlemen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts that  1  do  for  those  of  any  other  part,  of 
the  Union.    Nor  have  I  any  difficulty  in  saying, 
that  a  difierence  in  political  opinions  Is  no  grouna 
of  personal  disrespect;  and  ihat  I  do  not  now, 
and  never  have  made  it  one.    On  the  contrary,  I 
am  willing  to  proclaim  it  to  all  the  world,  that  I 
know  many  Federal  gentlemen  for  whom  1  feel 
great  personal  respect.    I  regret  also,  Mr.  Preai- 
aent, that  some  of  ine  observations  which  fell  from 
me  the  other  day  have  made  so  strong  imprea- 
sions  upon  the  feelings  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut.  (Mr.  Hillbouse,)  for  whom  I  do 
feel  a  high  personal  respect.    Upon  reviewing 
some  of  them,  I  fear  they  were  calculated  lo  hare 
too  strong  a  bearing  upon  that  gentleman's  feel- 
ings; but,  sir,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  to  hia  ' 
oteervationslwas  principally  replying,  and  there-  | 
fore  that  my  remarks  bad  apparently  a  stroDgei  I 
application  lowardi  liim  personally  iban  in  fact  I 
they  were  intended  to  have.    It  will  also  be  re*: 
collected,  that  most  of  the  remarks  of  this  nature 
were  directed  against  the  repeal  of  the  embargo 
laws  without  any  substiiule,  and  which,  in   my 
juilgment,  would  have  been  submission  lo  foreign  j 
ai;gressioDs.    Since  the  gentleman  has  disclaimed  < 
all  ideas  of  submii^ion,  and  has  come  forward  ia  | 
the  true  spirit  of  1776,  t  am  as 
tleman  to  do  honor  lo  hispalrii 
dent,  we  have  now  made  a  fair  compariaoD  of' 
opinion  and  information  upon  the  measure*  here*, 
lofore  adopted  by  the  Government.    Oentlemea] 
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hm  bMo  indulged  with  a  full  retnnpect  of  ibese 
raruutes;  may  we  not  hope  Ihat  we  ere  better 
ptfpired  to  see  what  measures  are  now  proper  to 
be  idopted  to  save  the  nation  from  surrouodiog 
dingers?  Sir,  if  we  could  prerail  upoa  ourselves 
ID  icl  uader  the  scriptural  injuctioo  ;  if  we  could 
fintemplof  ourselves  in  lakiog  ibe  moles  out  of 
OBI  Dwa  eyes,  instead  of  beiog  so  busy  in  taking 
ihem  oot  of  ibe  eyes  of  our  Deighbors,  is  i[  Dot 
tei.t«ible  lo  ezpMt  ibac  we  should  see  more 
dttAj  the  course  of  conduct  mout  proper  lo  be 
idopted  for  ihe  people's  interest  and  the  general 
vdlire}  If  we  could  seriously  Iutd  out  eyes  in 
npDB  oar  Owd  hearUj  and  impartially  etamiae 
o«r  owa  p«ssioD*,  migbt  we  not  expect  to  find 
lk«re  some  of  the  errors  whicb  we  delu«ire1y  ■«- 
«tibe  to  atben  1  Is  it  not  (a  be  feared,  that  Ihii  ii 
the. real  source  of  out  disDnion  ?  And  is  it  not 
fmllf  ID  be  r^retled,  sir,  that  union  cannot  be 
obuiaed,  when  it  is  all  that  is  wanted  lo  insure 
u  <ampleie  snccesi  against  our  unjust  adrena- 
rinl  Lei  us  iben,  sir,  with  a  raagnanimity  be- 
coming on  nelvea  and  our  stations,  banish  all  per- 
»ul  taimoiiiies ;  lei  us  act  lite  brethren  of  one 
bmily,  nailed  in  inierest,  united  in  honor,  united 
ID  affertioB.  A  knowledge  of  ibis  circunisIaDce 
alone  mislil  probdbly  secure  justice  from  our  ad- 
Temries  wilhout  striking  a  blow.  Bui,  sir,  if 
DnrnrtiiDilely  we  ahoald  be  compelled  to  engage 
in  Ibe' bloody  scene,  botr  iodispeDsable  is  it  that 
we  should  be  able  to  exert  the  whole  energy  of 
uinodiTiJed  naitont 

INOTEa 
Fftaekimflitatee. — What  are  the  m«*ni  of  French 
iiliitnu  Id  ihia  coonlry  1  None.  The  ideaiaabanrd. 
BritiMiiriJIutnet. — What  are  the  means  of  Britiih 
mtmce  in  Ihia  conntrj  1  The  following,  among 
•Am: 

LiagDage,  lurupnulanee,  law  books,  literature ;  to- 
DB)  tad  Ibe  deacendants  of  lorj  famLies ;  hlood  con- 
HiHBi,  intermairisKee  r  mercantile  eajHtel,  mercantile 
lulaendu|l(;  nampapets,  &&  Theaa  inflnenees  are 
Btsnrorm  into  aodelj,  and  if  we  mean  to  preaarre 
on  indmendenca,  demand  Ihe  moat  watchful  Tjfilmoce 
if  Ac  folitkiaB. 

hliKl  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Monroe  to  Ht.  MadiMin. 

"LoTsaa,  Jby  17,  1806. 

*  Atrr  Bj  interriew  with  Mr.  Foi,  on  the  85th  att., 

I  aatod  ■  fortnight  without  hearing  from  him.    This 

■nisMBce  of  ddaf  inipriwd  me,  beeauw  be  had 

ibnni  a  ■eiuibiiity  to  the  former  one,  and  did  not  eaem 

sBireofthe  necesritj  of  adding  to  it.     Independent  of 

tbe  gtoeml  object,   the  war  with   Pnmia,   and  tbe 

lilockidfa  incident  to  it ;  the  doctrine  and  practice  re- 

'    ipNting  which  it  was  naceasarj  to  arrange,  furnished 

s  new  motiTe  for  a  communication  with  him.     On 

aulon  reflection,  I  thought  il  best  to  coll  informal!;, 

aUdi  I  did  on  the  Ilth,  with  a  view  to  enter  on  these 

■■■pKS  in  the  funiliar  manner  I  had  harelofbre  dune. 

Mr.  Fsi  WIS  at  the  office,  but  did  not  receive  me.   He 

■nt  tbe  axpraasion  of  hia  regret  at  not  being  able  to 

do  it,Mng,  as  be  aaid,  jnit  going  to  attend  the  Cabi- 

aet  wk  ware  waiting  for  him.    I  called  again  on  the 

;     i3lh,and  eiperianced  the  same  reiult,  though  I  had 

I    laft  word  that  I  ahonld  then  ba  thers.     I  was  informed 

.    by  hit  iimn,  tliata  anmmona  ftom  the  King,  to  attend 


him  at  the  Pslace,  prerenled  his  receiving  me  on  that 
day.  I  met  faioi  on  the  IMh  at  the  drawing-room,  t>nt 
hsd  no  opportunity  of  speaking  lo  him.  Sir  Francia 
Vincent,  the  firat  under  Secretary  of  Blate,  being  ac- 
quainted with  my  desire,  promised  to  arrange  with 
him  an  interriew,  and  to  inform  ma  of  iL  These  are 
Ihe  only  circumstances  worthy  of  notice  that  hsTB  ocs- 
curred  here  since  my  last  till  tOHlsy.  I  mention  then 
that  you  msy  ba  belter  enabled  to  judge  correetty,  in 
all  respects,  of  the  light  in  which  the  inddent  of  this 
day  ought  to  be  viewed." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 
"LoaDOH,  May  SO,  1806. 

■■  With  reapeel  to  the  delay  to  which  1  am  eipoaed, 
it  ia  utterly  out  of  my  power  lo  eiplain  to  you  Ihs 
cause.  1  have  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  whidk 
I  have  heretofore  expreased  of  Mr.  Fox's  disposition  on 
the  lub^ect,  though  I  have  had  no  late  communicatioa 
with  him.  Hii  present  reserve  ii  unfavorable,  but  it 
may  be  otherwise  accounted  fbr,  and  on  principle* 
which  are  quite  natural,  and  therefore  presumable. 
He  may  have  oxpeiienced  more  difficulties  in  the  Cab. 
inel  than  he  had  expected.  Many  of  the  membere  maj' 
he  indiapoeed  to  an  arrangement  on  snch  terms  aa  can 
be  accepted,  and  most  of  them  willing  to  postpone  any 
decision  until  the  result  of  Ihe  pioceedingi  in  CongreM 
is  known.  Under  these  circumstances  ha  may  find  it 
most  eligible  to  avoid  any  fntther  communication  with 
me  on  the  subjecl. 

"  It  becomes,  thereftite,  very  difficult,  if  not  alto- 
gether improper,  for  me  to  press  the  boainess  at  this 
time.  It  seams  to  be  my  duty  to  poatpone  such  pre*- 
snre  to  the  same  epoch,  thai  is,  tiil  the  final  proaaed- 
inga  of  Congress  are  known.  I  shall  doubtless  rectt** 
with  thetfi  the  inatnictions  of  the  President  on  Ihe 
whole  subject,  which  I  beg  to  assnm  yon  I  ahaU  naa 
my  utmost  exertions  to  carry  into  effect."] 

Mr.  HiLLBoasE  spoke  in  faror  of  his  motion, 
and  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Giles.  Mr.  Pope  also  spoka 
against  the  motion  ;  when, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Reed,  to  refer  this  motion 
to  the  comoiitiee  in  whom  was  referred,  on  ihe 
Ulb  of  November,  so  much  of  ihe  Message  of  the  - 
President  of  the  Uaited  Slates,  as  relate*  to  the 
several  embargo  la wa,  it  was  delermioed  in  the 
neKaiivp — yeas  5,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

Ysss— Haasrs.  Franklin,  Parker,Reed,  Robinani. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Gondii,  Craw- 
ford, Gaillaid,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  HUI- 
honse.  Howls  od,  Kitchel,  Lloyd,  Malhewson,  Milladga. 
Moore,  Pickering,  Pope.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  irf 
New  York,  Smilh  of  Tennessee,  Sumler,  Thruston. 
Tiffin,  Turner,  and  White. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  original  motion, 
lo  wit: 

Retolvtd,  That  it  is  expadianl  that  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  abips  and  veaiela  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  and  tha 
several  acta  anpplementary  thereto,  be  repealed,  and 
that  a  commillee  be  appointed  lo  prepare  and  report  k 
bill  for  that  purpose : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negalire — yeas  6,  nayi 
25,  as  follows ; 

Yaiks — Messre.  Oilman,  Goodrich,  HiUbouae,  Uoyd 
Pickering,  and  White. 

Nats — Mosats.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Ctaw- 
fbrd,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Oilea,  Gregg,  Bowland,  Kit- 
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diBl,  Mathcwwm,  MUlaiTge,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Parker. 
Pope,  Seed,  Robinion,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sliiitb  of 
Nsw  York,  Smith  of  Teuuenee,  Samlai,  TbnuloD, 
Tiffin,  and  TurnRr. 

Monday,  December  5. 

The  SeoBle  resumed  the  conRideralion  of  the 
noIJop,  submitted  on  the  3d  insCHcI,  thai  &  com- 
miltee  be  appoinled  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
vbtt.  pruvision  ought  to  be  made  in  case  of  the 
inability  o(  tbe  dixirict  judge  ofeiiber  of  ibe  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  lo  perform  tbe  duties 
of  his  office;  and  that  thejr  report  by  bill  or  oiber- 
vris«;ao(l  baringagreed  ihereio,Messrs.GA[i.LiiiD, 
Anderson,  Braolet,  Grroo,  and  CBAwroRo, 
were  appotoled  the  eonimitiee. 

Mr.  TiFFin  reported  from  the  coraraittep,  ibat 
Ibe  bill  to  reward  Andrew  Joseph  Villard  for  an 
iDrentioQ  of  public  utility,  was  correctly  eo- 
grossed  ;  and  Ihe  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
postponed. 

Mr.  Reed  presented  tbe  [Deiiiorial  of  Lemuel 
Taylor  and  others,  iubabilants  of  Baltimore  and 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  route  of  tbe  mail  from  Washington 
to  CbeslertowD  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Reed,  Crawford,  and  Tiffin,  lo  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Tuesday,  December  6. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  tbe  bill  to  reward  Andrew 

Joseph  Villard,  for  an  invention  of  public  utility  ; 

•nd,  on  motion,  the  further  cooaideration  thereof 

wBi  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

WEDNEenAT,  December  7. 
Mr.  Gaillahd,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  on  the  5lh  iaslani,  re- 
ported a  bill  further  to  amend  tbe  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bifl  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tbcrsdat,  December  8. 

Mr.  Giles  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  enforcing  the  embargo ;  which 
was  rend,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  first  instant,  with 


Frakklin,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by,  bill 

The  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a  second  time,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  Ibe  President 
baring  reported  the  bill  lo  the  House  amended. 
00  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined 
in  theafSrmnlive. 

Mr.  MacLay  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  surviving  officers  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  our  Re- 
Tolutioaarjr  struggle,  praying  for  a  temuneralion 


of  lossen  sustained  by  tbe  commalation  of  half- 
pay,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  memorial  i 
which  was  read. 

REPORT  ON  THE  EMBARGO, 
Mr.  Otlgb,  from  the  commiitee  appointed  on 
the  11th  November  last,  on  that  part  of  the  Mes* 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which 
laies  to  the  embargo  laws,  made  report  in  part 
a  communieation  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  subject;  which  was  read,  as  follows; 
CoKMiTTii  CaivBiB,  Nov.  13,  18(1B. 
DiAB  8ib:  Under  instructions  from  the  committao 
ppointed  to  consider  the  several  embargo  livri,  I  hava 
0  reqnest  the  favor  of  jour  attendance  in  the  coinmit- 
ea  diamher  of  the  Senate,  at  10  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning  next,  prepared  tn  give  sndi  information  to  the 
committee  aa  yonr  Departmeol  aObrdi,  respecting  tfaa 
subjects  embraced  by  the  aneloied  reaolntion. 

Ba  pleased,  air,  to  accept  annrBneei  ofmj  higheon- 
■ideration  and  regard,  WM.  B.  QILE8. 

Han.  A.  Gai,iatii>,  Secretary  TVetuury. 
Stiohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pr«B- 
idenC  of  the  United  u  relates  to  the  several  embargo 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  ejtaniine  and  report  whether  anj  further  mea- 
are  now  neceusry  to  enforce  due  Obeervatie« 
thereof  daring  their  conlinuBnce ;  and,  also,  whether 
any  further  modification  of  it  be  expedient  at  this  timej 
and  that  such  committee  have  leave  to  report  fa;  bill  or 
otherwise. 

CoKMiTTii  Cbakbib,  Noti.  14,  180S. 
:iB  SiK:  I  am  instructt^d  by  the  committee  ^>- 
pointed  to  consider  the  several  embargo  laws,  <fce.,  to 
request  ycu  to  lay  before  them,  with  as  little  delay  aa 
possible,  such  information  as  your  Depattmeat  afibrda, 
upon  the  iatlowitig  questions : 

1.  What  measures  would  be  mixt  eSedaal  in  pre- 
venting tbe  violations  or  evasiona  of  tbe  several  eat- 
barge  laws,  and  enforcing  a  due  obserrance  thereof  I 

3.  Can  any  of  the  inconveniences  of  the  preaentaya- 
tem  be  remedied  by  further  modificationa ;  and  wh^ 
modifications  would  eflect  that  objectt 

Be  pleased,  air,  to  accept  assurances  of  myhi(h  era- 
aideration  and  ragud, 

WM.  B.  GILES, 
Hon.  A.  Oallatih,  Steretary  Dreaiury. 

TaiASDai  DtFABTasiTT,  Nov.  34,  1808. 
8ia:  Indisposition  has  prevented  an  earlier  answer 
your  tetter  of  tbe  14th  instant. 
For  better  preventing   eossting  Teasels,  regularly 
Bared,  from  violating  the  embargo,  t~ 


1.  Thattbeamountofthebondahould  be  increased. 

2.  That  neither  capture,  distress,  nor  any  other  acci- 
dent, should  be  odmilted  as  a  plea,  or  ^v«n  in  eTidenea 
on  trial. 

By  the  first  regulation,  ths  templition  of  going  to  a 
foreign  port,  in  hopes  that  the  profit  on  the  sale  of  the 
cargo  will  indemnify  for  the  forfeiture  of  Ihe  penAl^r, 
will  be  done  away.  By  the  second,  every  expectation 
of  escaping  the  payment  of  the  penalty  under  tiaudu- 
lent  pretences  will  be  disappointed,  and  the  poner  of 
remitting  the  penalties  in  the  few  cases  of  nnaTOidable 
accident  which  may  occur  will  remain  as  heretofore, 
and,  ai  in  other  cases,  with  the  Treasuiy. 

As  Uie  object  of  thoee  two  regulations  will  be  to  make 
ths  bond  a  sufficient  and  comj^ete  lecurilj,  they  wiH 
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The  Miffieieiiey  of  the  bond  nil),  in  miny  doubtful 
oum,  ramove  the  D«ceantj  of  detaining  leawk,  ox,  nhat 
aBonnlB  to  the  nme,  of  injanning-  the  owneri,  tb*t, 
•  thoj  reduce  the  unannt  of  their  MTgoae,  thej 


I  weald  alM)  cahnit  the  pnnirietj  of  placing  under 
A*  cnliol  of  the  PreHdent,  that  power  of  detention 
<m«d  in  the  coUectora  by  the  act  of  the  26th  of  April 
■■A  That  snbject  hai  been  a  oonstant  soorce  of  com- 
pfant  and  difficult;.  It  haa  been  tbe  unifonn  practice, 
fi«B  the  eataMiduuMit  of  the  OoTemment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stalea,  to  give  positiTe  inatructiona  to  the  coUecton 
g.the  execation  of  the  lave,  and  whieb  they 
HHUid  to  obey,  nalea*  a  different  conntruction 
Id  be  eaCabliahed  b/  a  legal  deciaion.  Thia  indeed 
ntiallj  neoeaaaiy,  in  order  to  aeeure  an  onifbrm 
ction  and  eiecntion  oi  the  lana.  Bat  the  pirn 
viaaa  sow  allnded  to  make*  the  detention  to  reit  on 
Ike  opinion  of  each  collector,  and  this  muat  neceasarily 
fnduce  ■  great  diTenitj  in  tbe'inanner  in  which  the 
pa«eTiba«ld  be  executed.  Allhaabeendonathatconld 
M  done  to  obTiate  that  evil ;  and  the  Prendanl  being 
raOoraad  to  decide  on  the  detentions  when  made,  the 
efipMtanity  was  taken  to  inibrm  the  collectors  of  what, 
m  hia  opinion,  should  be  a  proper  cause  of  detention. 
This,  however,  conid  be  given  ontj  as  opinion,  and  op- 
«nite  aa  a  recomnMndatiOD,  and  not  as  an  order.  Nor 
daw  it  ai^ieaT  practicable  to  establiih  nniformilj  and 
to  praianl  p«tialitj,  and  either  laxltj  or  too  great  aeTer- 
iXj  in  practice,  nnlen  tbe  power  of  prescribing  general 
rales,  m  that  respect,  \>j  which  the  collectors  will  be 
boanrd  to  abide,  be  vested  in  tbe  Preaident. 

I  am  aware  that  there  is  another  mode  of  evasion  by 
TsgsJar  coaatinf  vessels,  which  wilt  not  be  prevented 
bj  eidieT  of  the  preceding  provisions.  Either  whilst  in 
pott,  at  on  thsir  waj  down  onr  riven  and  baja,  coaal- 
ing  remKia  may  receive  articles  not  entered  in  their 
Msnjftat,  which  they  pot  on  board  other  vessels,  lying 
^fflhe  coast  for  that  purpose. 

BM  il  is  not  perceived  that  any  legal  provision  can 
prevent  that  iafractioa,  nor  that  any  other  remedy  ran 
be  band  than  the  vigilance  of  the  officera.  Another 
gMMral  regalation  will  however  be  auggeated,  perhaps 
Wi>M  as  a  permanent  tneasnre,  but  which  would  at  all 
wasis,  Bnaer  eziating  cirenmitancea,  ghw  additional 
•seoiijfor  tbe  ofaserrsilce  of  tbe  laws,  and  aflbrd  aome 
nhcf  to  our  own  seamen,  to  wit ;  a  prohibition  to  em- 
ph>f  Bay  aliens,  either  as  maaters  or  part  of  the  crew 
«f  aay  eoaatiug  Teasel. 

tl  ia  atill  mors  difficult  to  gnard  against  violations  by 
veisels  departing  without  clearance,  in  open  defiance 
«flhalawa.  The  fallowing  proviBions,on  mature  con- 
■deiatjon,  appear  the  moat  efficient  that  can  be  devised 
against  infractions,  which  it  is  the  more  necessary  to 
repress,  as  they  may  be  daily  expected  to  increase,  and 
threaten  to  pnslrata  the  Ian  and  QaTernmenl  itself: 

I.  To  forbid  exproaly,  under  pain  of  forfeiture,  (the 
penalty  now  being  only  implied,)  the  lading  of  any  ves- 
aal  wkboat  the  permiasion  of  the  collector,  and  without 
^bond  fcr  a  eosating  voyage  being  previously  given — 
•odwiiiing  the  coUeetora  to  refUse  permission,  mless 
Ik  6ti)ect  be  that  of  a  lawful  ooaiting  or  fishing  voyage. 
Th*  great  nnmber  of  vessels  now  Isden,  and  in  a  state 
of  readinesa  to  depart,  ahowa  the  aetessit^  of  thia  pro- 
vidwi.  If  there  be  casea  in  which  the  mdnlgence  of 
euiveitiag  veaaela  into  warehouses  ought  to  be  granted, 
(fame  will  be  no  hardship,  where  the  '  '    '  ' 


to  require  a  bond  aimitar  to  that  given  for  a  eoasiing 
voyage.  And  the  collectors  should  likewiae,  in  auch 
eases,  be  eipreasij  aatboriied  to  take  snch  efficient  pre- 
cautions as  wilt  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  such  veosls 
to  sail  without  warning. 

3.  In  order  ti>  prevent  those  fraudulent  sales  ofvea* 
sela  by  which  oMenaUile  owners  of  no  responnUlilyan 
substituted  for  those  ftom  whom  penslties  might  be  re- 
covered, it  is  necessary  to  provide  that  those  owners  of 
veaaela  whose  names  appear  on  the  register  or  lieenae 
^ould  eontinne  to  be  reputed  as  aneh,  and  Uable  to  the 
penalties,  in  esse  of  infraction  of  the  laws,  until  the  regis- 
ter or  liceDss  shall  have  been  actually  surrendeied,  sod 
new  pspan  ahall  have  bean  regularly  granted  by  the 
collector  to  the  purchaser.  And.  in  every  such  case  at 
purchase,  a  sufficient  bond  that  the  embargo  shall  not 
be  infringed,  to  be  previously  required. 

9.  The  power  to  aeiie  unusual  depositee,  now  vested 
in  the  coUectorsof  districts  adjacent  to  the  territories  of 
foreign  nations,  should,  aa  was  contsmplated  in  the  bill 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  extended 
to  all  the  districts.  That  this  is  an  arbitrary  power, 
which  nothing  but  the  unremitted  effiirts  in  some  places 
to  evade  the  law  can  possibly  justily,  cannot  be  dmied  ; 
and  it  should,  like  inet  of  detention,  be  placed  under 
tbe  control  of  the  Prendenl,  and  be  executed  only  in 
conformity  with  auch  general  rules  as  he  would  pre- 

4.  Exclusively  of  the  aasisttnce  whicli  may  be  de- 
rived from  gunboats  and  from  the  armed  vessela  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  be  advisable  to  authorize  the 
President  to  add  ten  or  twelve  cutters  to  the  establisfa- 
meat.  Fast-sailing  vessels,  of  essy  draught  of  water, 
and  requiring  only  from  fittisen  to  thirty  men  each,  are 
mostly  wanted,  slid  would,  for  the  object  contemplatedf 
be  as  useful  as  the  largest  frigsles.  , 

G.  It  is  with  regret  that  tbe  neceaaitj  of  authoriang. 
on  the  application  of  the  collector,  an  immediate  call 
for  tbe  local,  physical  force  of  the  country,  must  also  be 
stated.  But  snch  partial  acta  of  violence  as  have  taken 
place  in  aome  of  the  seaports  cannot  be  prevented  by 
the  circuitous  manner  in  which  the  public  force  most 
now  be  brought  out  in  support  of  the  laws.  And  l>» 
doubt  exists  that  the  mass  of  the  citiiena,  whether  Lhej 
approve  or  diaapprove  of  the  embargo,  would,  in  ereijr 
port,  instantanoousty  suppress  any  such  ontrsge,  pro- 
vided they  can  be  called  upon  to  act  in  a  legal  manueb 

Some  other  provisions  appear  also  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  laws  more  completely  into  efiect 
along  our  land  frontier  i 

I.  Tbe  exportation  of  spede  by  land  should  be  ex- 
preaaly  prohibited. 

3.  Thepoweiofdetainingdeposites  should  be  Boex- 
pressed  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  authority  to  detain 
wagons  and  other  carriage!  laden  and  actually  on  their 
way  to  a  foreign  territory.  Although  I  cannot  perceive 
any  reason  for  the  distinction,  it  has  been  supposed,  in 
one  of  the  districts,  ihst  the  law  which  authorized  the 
detention  of  flour,  beef,  or  potash,  depoeited  in  a  ware- 
house, did  not  extend  to  the  case  of  their  being  depos- 
ited in  a  wagon,  although  evidently  on  its  wsy  to  Canada- 

3.  The  offitnce  now  punishable  by  law  is  thst  of 
exportation.  This  is  not  consummated  till  after  thp 
property  has  actually  been  carried  beyond  the  lines, 
where,  being  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  it  cannot  be  Bsiied; 
so  that  forfeiture,  which  is  the  most  efficient  penalty, 
can  never  apply  to  siportationa  by  land ;  and  no  bond 
t>eing  required,  as  in  the  case  of  vessels,  the  only  rem- 
edy is  tbe  uncertain  one  of  recovering  penalties  against 
apfuent  oSenders,  who  either  abscond  or  have  n» 
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ptopertj.  How  fy  it  may  be  practicable  to  make  tlw 
act  of  prepariDg  tbe  meane  of  expoTtalion  puniibable, 
or  to  (TOTide  lome  other  niatij,  U  aubnitted  to  tbe 
eoninittra. 

But  it  mast  alio  be  observed,  that  ereiy  degree  of 
oppoaition  to  tbe  law*  which  blJs  short  of  treaaon,  is 
now,  with  but  Ten  eieeplions,  en  offence  ncdefined  and 
tinprOTided  for  bj  the  laws  oflhe  United  States;  whence 
it  hillona,  that  such  offences  remain  anpunished,  when 
Iba  State  authorities  do  not  interfere.  The  neceseity 
«f  dallning  those  offences  bjlaw  u  misdetaeanars,  and 
•fptoriding  an  adequate  punishment,  appears  obTioaa. 

1  will  beg  leare  here  to  add,  that  it  does  not  appear 
aeccassry  tn  continue  sn j  longer  the  indulganee  granted 
to  the  British  merchants  to  import,  Tor  the  ass  of  the 
Indians,  articles  of  which  the  importation  is  generallir 
prohibited  by  law;  as  thai  privilege  is  liable  to  great 
■baaa,  and  afibrdsjast  ground  of  dissstisfactiDn  to  Amer- 
ican eitiiena.  Whether  it  be  advisable  to  eontinue  the 
permission  given  to  those  Indian  traders  to  export  furs 
and  peltries,  u  ■  questiOD  to  be  decided  by  political 


The  last  branch  of  the  subject  to  which  I  wi«h,  at 
present,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  relates 
to  hitermptiani  and  certain  injurious  proceedings 
attempted  under  crior  of  law : 

I.  Veiations  satt*  are  brought  against  eollecton, 
which  not  only  perplex  &.ithful  officers,  but  havi 
effect  of  intimidating  others,  and  prevent  an  energetic 
performance  of  (heir  duties.  The  only  provisions  which 
have  occurred  to  me  on  that  sabject,  are,  to  ensble  tbe 
eolleclors  who  msy  be  sued,  always  to  remove  the  cause 
before  a  court  of  the  United  States;  to  nske  a  certifi- 
cate, issued  by  the  projMr  authority,  that  there  wa«  rca- 
sonsble  cause  of  detention  ;  protect  them  against  dam- 
ages in  •cases  of  detentions,  in  the  same  msnner  as  is 
now  provided  in  case  of  seizures ;  and  to  provide  for 
the  safe'keepiBg,  and  reatoring,  when  proper,  and  on 
security  being  given,  the  vessels  and  property  which 
may  be  detained. 

3.  Attempts  have  in  several  instances  been  made  to 
wiMt  &om  the  collectors  by  writs  of  replevin,  issued  by 
Stale  courts  or  officers,  property  detained  or  seized  by 
said  collectors,  or  which  m  any  other  manner  is  in  their 
poaaesaion,  in  conformity  with  some  law  of  the  United 
Statea.  It  is  evident  that  sach  attempts,  if  submitted 
to,  wotlld  defeat,  t)ot  only  the  embnrgo,  but  also  the 
rcvenne  laws  of  the  United  Slates ;  that,  whenever 
property  is,  by  virtae  of  a  Jaw  of  the  United  States,  in 
possession  of  a  collector,  marshal,  or  any  other  of  their 
oScers,  no  process,  in  rem,  which  will  take  the  prop- 
erty away,  whetherofreplevin,  attachment,  or  any  other, 
can  be  legally  issoed  by  a  State  authority ;  and  that 
the  sheriff  or  other  person  executing  the  same  tnusl  be 
considered  as  a  mere  trespssser,  and  be  resisted  accord- 
ingly. But  there  is  no  other  way  at  present  to  resist 
such  illegal  process  but  aclaal  force.     And  it  appears 


ss  through  the  interference  of  tlie  courts  and  judges 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  malting  it  penal  for  any 
sheriff  or  other  person  -  -     ■' 

manner  to  attempt  to 
«f  any  law  of  the  United  States 


3.  In  some  instanceswherevessels  andcargoeslibel- 
led  for  infractions  of  the  embargo  have  been  restored  to 
tbe  owners  on  their  giving  security  for  the  appraised 
Ttlae,tlie  valuations  have  been  so  low  as  to  reduce  the 


(brfeilnre  to  an  inoonaideiable  sum,  thereby  defeating 
altogether  the  law.  It  is  suggested  that  this  might  b* 
prevented  by  a  provision  authorizing  and  directing  the 
district  judges  to  set  aside,  on  motion  of  Uie  district 
attorney,  such  valuations,  whenever,  in  their  opitiioDr 
falliog  short  of  the  true  value. 

On  the  subject  of  jnandamitt,  I  will  only  obaervti, 
that,  in  the  only  instance  which  hsa  taken  place,  tlia 
court,  supposing  they  hod  jarisdiclioD,  conld  not,  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  question  was  brought  befbiw 
them,  have  decided  otherwise  than  they  did;  but  iImA 
it  is  desirable  that  the  qoestioD  of  jurisdiction,  as  U 
relates  either  lo  the  courts  in  whom  the  power  oaght 
to  be  vested,  or  to  the  eases  to  which  it  ahonid  extendi 
should  be  precisely  defined  by  law. 

t  have  not,  in  this  communication,  taken  into  otm 
aideration  the  technical  defects  of  the  existing  embargo 
laws,t>eGausepnMecutioiuido  not  fatlwiliiin  myimmo- 
diate  cognizance,  and  I  do  not  feel  eompelent  to  tb« 
task  of  pointing  out  the  necesaary  allontioas.  Mea»- 
urea  have  however  been  taken  lo  procure  on  that  anb- 
jeot,  and  from  the  proper  sources,  information  whida 
will  hereafter  Em  laid  before  the  conuniltee. 

To  the  remaininginquiry  of  the  committee,  wbelhnv 
the  inconveniences  of  the  present  system  may  not  in 
some  degree  be  removed,  1  can  only  answer,  generally, 
that  a  law  which  lays  such  extensive  restrictions  as  tha 
embargo,  cannot  be  carried  inlo  effect  without  impoa- 
ing  serious  inconveniences,  even  on  the  domestic  inter- 
course of  the  United  States;  and  that  these  mustiiecea> 
saiily  be  incressed  in  proportion  to  the  oppoaition  and 
efforts  to  evade  Or  violate  the  law.  It  has  already  b««B 
slated,  that  provisions,  which  will  render  the  bond  givan 
by  coasting  vessels  a  complete  security  sgainst  viola- 
bons  by  them,  will  diminish  the  necessity  and  eitent 
of  more  srbilrary  restrictions.  An  authority  to  permit, 
on  proper  security  being  given,  such  vessels,  when  they 
arrive  in  port,  to  keep  their  cargoes  on  board,  would 
afford  some  relief.  And  I  think  that  the  credit  on  da- 
tiea  Hccmiug  on  the  importation  of  certain  artidea  whictt 
was  allowed  by  the  act  of  tbe  lOtb  March  last,  abonlA 
be  extended  to  all  importations  of  the  same  articles^ 
made  after  the  paasing  of  the  set ;  those  made  in  ve>- 
sets  which  sailed  ander  special  permission  only  ein^ited. 
With  respect  to  this  last  class  of  importations,  ss  they 
were  permitted  by  special  indulgence,  and  as  it  is  un- 
derstood that  it  has  been  impossible  in  many  easea  lo 
prevent  ita  being  abused,  and  as  in  almost  all,  the  pai- 
ties  having  a  species  of  eiciusive  privilege,  have  mad* 
sufficiently  profitable  voyages,  the  propriety,  particu- 
larly io  the  existing  situation  of  the  revenue,  of  allowing 
them  also  the  advsntageofan  extended  credit  on  dutiea, 
is  not  perceived. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reaped,  sir,  yoor 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  W.  B.  QiLES,  Chairman,  4c. 

Ordered,  That  the  repurt  be  pcioted  lot  the  uae 
of  the  Senate. 

FmnAy,  December  9. 
Mr.  Bradlev,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  th« 
United  States,  of  the  Ul  insUni,  with  the  com- 
muoicatioD  respecting  the  ptiblic  baildin^R,  re- 
ported a  bill  makiog  a  fnrlner  appropriation  to- 
wards completing  ihe  two  wings  of  the  Capitol 
at  the  Citj'ol'WBshJngloo,  and  for  other  purpttaes^ 
and  the  bill  was  r«ad  twice. 


.dbyGoo^le 
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Seiiatb< 


Mr.  TiFPiM,  from  ihe  committee,  reported  the 
bilt  fnnher  to  amend  the  Judicial  system  of  the 
United  Statei  correctlr  ensrossed  ;  aod  the  bill 
ms  re*d  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Rbbi>,  from  th«  committee  lo  whom  was 
lefeired,  OD  the  5lh  instant,  the  memorial  of  Lem- 
nel  Taylor  and  olhen,  praying  "□  alteration  in 
the  loaie  of  the  mail  from  Washinetoa  to  Ches- 
icnown,  reported  a  bill  to  change  the  post  route 
from  Anna{H>lia  to  RockbalL  \>j  Baltimore  lo 
Bockhall ;  aod  the  bill  was  read,  aad  passed  to 
tbe  leeoDd  readioff. 

Oamodon,  by  Mr.  Qiles, 

Betolttd,  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
■o  mach  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates 
to  ibe  embargo  laws,  be  instructed  lo  inquire 
wAelber  it  be  expedient  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  certain  revenue  bonds  giTen  subsequent  to  the 
dace  of  ihe  act,  entitled  "  Aa  act  for  eiieuding 
ibe  terms  of  credit  on  rereuuE  bonds  in  certain 
ease*,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  that  the  com- 
mitue  bare  leaTe  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

U[.  GiLBa,  from  the  committee  last  mentioned. 
leparied  a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act,  entiled  ''Aii 
act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue 
boosts  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
vbich  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Hon  DAT,  December  12. 

Ur.  MrrcHiLi.  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
sarviviDg  officers  of  the  late  Rerololionary  army 
and  0«V7  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  slating 
the  losses  they  hare  sustained  in  consequence 
of  the  comtDUtalino,  which  they  were  induced  to 
accept  ia  lien  of  half  pay  for  life,  and  praying 
relief. 

Mr.  (Tbboo  presented  sundry  petitions  from 
officers  in  the  renasylvania  line,  oa  the  same 
sabjeei ;  and  the  memorials  were  read. 

Ordmd,  That  they,  together  with  one  present- 
ed OD  the  8ih  instant,  on  the  same  subject,  be  re- 
ferred lo  Messrs.  Qreqo,  Mitchill,  and  Bbad- 
LET,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tbhubton  presented  the  petition  of  Thom- 
as Pearaou,  an  officer  in  Ihe  Rerolutionary  war, 
npreseating  that,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of 
(he  accessary  proceedings,  and  his  remote  situa- 
tion, he  waanot  placed  on  the  peusioo  list  till  the 
year  1803,  although  entitled  ooder  the  first  act  of 
Coagress  oti  the  subject,  and  praying  relief;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  relened  to  the  Secre- 
(arr  of  War,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  an  act.entilled  "An 
let  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue 
bonds  in  certain  cases, and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  without  amendment.  On  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
liiBel  it  wa* determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  to  change  the  post  route  from' Anna- 
potis  to  Etoekball,  by  Baltimore  to  Rockhall,  was 
read  the  aecond  time  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  President  having  reported  the 
bill  to  the  Hoase  amended;  OD  the  question,  Shall 


this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  aa 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  tbeaffirmalire. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represuntativei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  President 
to  employ  an  additional  number  oT  revenue  cul- 
lers," in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  enforcing 
the  embargo  was  read  Ihe  second  time;  and,  oo 
motion,  it  wan  ordered  to  be  considered  as  in 
Comminee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow, 

The  Senate  resumed   the  third  reading  of  tha 

hill  to  reward  Andrew  Joseph  Villard  for  an  in- 

tion  of  public  utility  ;  and  having  amended 


title  Iher^ 
f  Andrew  Joseph 


the  title, 

Rmilved,  Thatihe  bill  pass,andthe  : 
of  be  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J! 
Villard." 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  next,  a>:k  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  effectual  preservation  of  peace  in  the  porta 
and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates,  and  in  the  wa- 
ters under  their  jurisdiction." 
ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  EMBARGO  LAWS. 

Mr.  QiLEB,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
11th  of  November  last,  on  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  Ihe  President  of  the  United  Slates  which 
refales  to  the  embargo  laws,  and  the  measures 
necessary  to  enforce  dueobservance  thereof,  made 
a  further  report^  in  part,ofa  bill  to  authorise  and 
require  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  arm, 
man.  and  fit  out  for  immediate  service,  all  Ihe 
public  ships  of  war,  vessels,  and  gunboats  of  the 
United  Slates ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows; 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  S^rv 
lentativet  of  the  VnUed  Slalei  of  America,  tn  Co«- 
gre$t  atttmbled.  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hercbj, 
■uthoriied  and  required,  to  cause  to  be  fitted  out,  officer- 
ed, manned,  and  employed,  u  soon  as  ms;  be,  slJ  tha 
frigates  and  other  armed  Tsuels  of  the  United  Stales, 
including  gunboats;  and  to  cause  the  frigates  and 
armed  vessels,  so  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared  for  ao> 
tual  serrlee,  reapectiTely,  to  be  stalisned  at  such  porta 
and  places  on  the  MicoaM  as  he  may  deem  moat  ex- 
pediant,  or  lo  cruise  on  any  part  of  tha  coast  of  tha 
United  Sutes,  or  Terrllories  thereof. 

"  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatted.  That,  for  tlw 
purpose  of  carrying  the  foregoing  provision  into  imme- 
diate effect,  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  bs,  anil- 
is  hereby,  authorbed  and  required,  in  addition  to  tha 
number  of  petty  officers,  ablo  seamen,  ordinsrj  sea- 
men, and  boys,  at  present  authorized  by  taw,  to  ap- 
point, and  cause  to  be  engaged  and  employed  aa  soon 

asmay  be,  — midsbipoien, corporals  of  marines 

able  seamen, ordinary  seamen  and  boys, 

which  shall  be  engaged  to  serve  tbi  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding   years,  bot  the  President  may  discbarga 

the  same  sooner,  if  in  his  judgment  thur  services  iiaj 
be  dispensed  with ;  and  to  satisfy  the  necessary  ex- 
penditniea  to  be  inouRed  theroin,  a  sum  mot  exceed- 


awCoogit; 
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ing dollan  be,  uid  the  lame  U  herebj,  af^apri- 

•ted,  uid  thai)  be  pniil  ouCofRnT  maneji  in  the  Trea- 
•urjr  not  otherwiie  appioprinled. 

TuESDAy,  December  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  ibe  considersttoa  of  Ihe 
molioQ  made  ye&leiday  respecting  the  expense  of 
the  public  buildings.  The  moiiou  was  amended 
and  B^eed  to.  as  follows  : 

Jietoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  and  report  to  the  Senate  the  amount 
whicb  has  been  already  expended  by  the  United 
States  on  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of 
Washington;  and  also  to  ascertain,  as  near  as 
may  be,  the  amount  whicb  would  be  required  to 
complete  and  finish  the  President's  house  and 
square,  and  tlie  two  wings  of  the  Capitol. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bradlbv,  LlotD;  atid 
Smith  of  Maryland,  be  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Pre- 
udeot  to  employ  an  additional  number  of  revenue 
cutters,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Mitcbill,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
CxAWFORD,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  authorize  and  require  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  arm,  man,  and  fit  out  for 
immediate  service,  all  the  public  ships  of  war, 
vessels,  and  gunboats,  of  the  United  States,  was 
tead  the  second  time,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole ;  and  the  Presldbnt  having  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  amended ;  on  (be  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
kmendedl  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  raakins 
farther  proricion  for  enforcing  the  embargo ;  and^ 
an  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr. 
BHAnLBT,  it  was  agreed  that  the  bill,  together 
with  the  amendment,  be  recommitted  to  tiie  ori- 
ginal committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholt,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  making  a 
further  appropriation  towards  completing  the  two 
wings  of  the  Capitol  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
and  Tor  otherpurposeb. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be 


3b  Ihe  Seriate  and  Hmue  of 

Sepreaentaiivee  of  the  United  Stater  .• 
I  now  transmit  to  both  Honses  of  Congrcsg  a.  report 
of  the  Commienoncrs  appointed  under  the  actofMsrch 
dU,  1806,  concerning  a  road  from  Cambeilsnd  to  Ohio, 
^Ping  &  atttement  of  the  pioceedinga  under  the  said 
act  since  their  laet  report  communicated  to  Congress, 
in  order  IbaC  Cangresa  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  sacb 
Airther  measutea  u  may  be  proper  under  eiiating  oii- 
comilaneei. 

TH.  JEPTERBON. 
Dicaxna  13,  1608. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  eonsideiation. 
Mr.  TirFiH,  froia  the  eommitlee,  baring  report- 


ed the  bill  to  change  Ihe  post  route  from  Aona- 
polis  to  Rockball,  by  Baltimore  to  Rock  hall,  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  it  was  tead  the  tbird  lime,  mod 
passed. 

Mr.  TiFriN,  from  the  committee,  bavins  report- 
ed the  bill  supplemenial  to  an  act,  entitled  -*  Aa 
act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue 
bonds  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposea," 
correctly  engrossed  ;  it  w«s  read  the  third  time^ 
and  passed. 

WEDKBsnAT,  December  14. 
Mr.  Gbcoq  presented  the  memorial  of  the  offi- 
■rsof  the  marine  corps,  praying  that  "  ihatcorp* 
ay  be  so  organized  as  to  place  the  officers  upon 
a  foaling,  as  to  military  promotion,  with  their 
brother  officers  in  the  army,"  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  GREao.SNiTHof  MaryUQd,and 
SiJMTEs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  TiFriH,  from  ibe  eommitlee,  reported  the 
II  to  authorize  and  require  the  President  of  the 
nited  Slates  to  arm,  roan,  and  fit  out  for  imme- 
ate  service,  all  the  public  ships  of  war,  vessel*, 
and  gunboats,  of  the  United  States,  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  the  Dili  was  read  thethird  time,  and  the 
lideration  thereof  further  postponed. 


',  December  15. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  making  fnriher  provision 
for  enforcing  the  embargo,  reported  amendments, 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to;  knd  the 
Pbbbident  reported  the  bill  to  Ihe  Houseamend- 
ed;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Orawfobo,  it  was 
aj^eed  to  amend  the  6th  and  lOlh  seclioos  of  the 
hill.  On  the  qnestion,Shall  this  hill  be  engrotsed, 
and  read  the  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the,  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  and  require 
the  Presideilt  of  the  United  Suies  to  arm,  man, 
and  fit  out  for  immediate  service,  all  the  public 
ships  of  war,  vessels,  Had  gunboats,  of  the  United 
Stales,  be  recommitted  to  the  original  eommitlee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Fain  AT,  December  16. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  and  require  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  arm,  man,  and 
fit  out  for  immediate  service,  all  tbe  public  ships 
of  war,  vessels,  and  gunboats.of  the  United  States, 
reported  amendments ;  and  the  amendments  were 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aad 
agreed  to;  and  the  Prbsipekt  baviog  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  amended,  on  the  questioo, 
ShaH  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  tbird  time 
as  amended  f  it  was  deietmined  in  the  affirm- 


bill  correelly  engrossed,  and  il 
time. 
The  pRlsiBERT  laid  bef<R«  the  Beoata  the  r«- 
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port  of  the  Secretiry  of  the  TreaBBry,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  act.  entitled  "  An  act  to  eiiablith  the 
TreasDry  Department ;"  and  the  report  w»  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tipn»,  from  the  eommiitee,  reported  the 
Un  making  farther  prorisioD  for  enforcing  (be 
embargo,  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  whs 
read  the  third  time.  On  motiaDj  by  Mr.  Qoon. 
BicB,  u  pontpone  the  fnnher  consideration  there- 
of  nntil  to-morrow;  the  yeaa  and  nays  haTiog 
been  required  by  one  fifth  of  the  Senators  ptesent, 
those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are— 

Mtmn.  Condit,  Ciawfcrd,  Fnnklin,  Gilman,  Good- 
ridi,  HilDMMiM,  Howiud,  Uojd,  MaeUy,  Parkw, 
Fkkeriac.  Smith  of  Naw  Ait,  Somtar,  and  Thiutton. 

Tboae  who  roted  in  the  negative,  are — 

Hesrs.  Bradley,  Oullard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Kitchel, 
KOedfe,  Mitchifl,  Moore,  Pope,  Robmson,  Smith  of 
Hai^laiid,  Smith  of  TenncHe,  Tiffin,  and  Tunier> 

The  Senate  being  equally  dtvided,  the  Presi- 
BiKT  determined  the  question  in  the  afSrm^tive. 

Saturday,  December  17. 

The  credentials  of  Michael  Lgib,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  were 
presented  and  read,  and  ordered  lolieon  file. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  10  auihorize  and  leqnire  the  President  of  the 
Uaited  Statea  to  arm.  man,  and  fit  out  for  im- 
mediate  service,  all  the  public  ships  of  war,  ves- 
■eb,  >od  gunboats,  of  tbe  United  States;  and 
Ike  Uaoka  having  been  filled,  and  the  title 
amaaded, 

Ittm)hid,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
theteof  be  "An  act  to  provide  for  arming,  end 
fitting  oat  for  immediate  service,  all  the  public 
■biptofwar,  vessels,  and  gunboats,  of  the  United 
Staui." 

ENFOKCEMBNT  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  further 
proTiMoo  for  enforcing  the  embargo. 

Mr.  GooDRica  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
IS  follows— 

Mr.  President:  This  bill,  making  fuither  pro- 
risioa  for  enforcing  the  embargo,  requires  alt  our 
atteotioa.  We  are  not  on  ordinary  business.  An 
embatgo  for  an  indefinite  period,  over  a  great 
cooDtrj  like  ours,  abOQodiag  in  rich  staples  and 
domesne  products,  and  carryins  on  in  its  owu 
vessels  an  extensive  and  profilanle  cominerce,  is 
a  phenomenoii  ia  the  civilized  world.  We  are 
aboQi  entering  on  the  second  year  of  this  novel 
neasore,  and  even  ia  defiance  of  the  lessons 
which  experience  teaches,  that  without  produ- 
ting  any  beneficial  results,  it  is  embroiling  the 
choicest  interests  of  the  naiipn.  On  foreign 
Powers  it  has  made  no  impression,  and  its  ruin- 
ous effect  on  onr  own  country,  we  see  in  the 
waste  of  private  properly  and  public  revenue; 
in  the  discontents  ol  our  citizens;  in  the  per- 
plexed state  of  the  public  councils  and  the  in- 
creanng  difficulties  tliat  are  fast  gathering  round 
the  Government.  The  friends  of  the  embar{!0 
any,  that  ii  haa  beta  evaded  and  violated,  but  that 


wben  strictly  enforced,  it  will  compel  foreign 
nations  to  respect  our  rights.  Under  these  im- 
presiiions,  the  system  is  to  be  maintained.  To 
enforce  it,  the  powers  of  the  Government  are  to 
be  put  in  array  throughout  our  country,  especi- 
ally in  places  where  aiscontenis  are  manifested; 
and  an  extension  is  to  be  eiven  lo  ibat  system  of 
arbitrary  seizures  of  vessels,  goods,  merchandiM, 
and  domestic  product*,  on  suspicion  of  their  being 
intended  for  exportation,  which  came  in  with  the 
embargo  laws,  and  has  attended  their  execution. 

In  all  this,  sir,  I  see  nothing  that  is  to  concili- 
ate the  conflicting  opinions  and  passions  of  our 
citizens,  and  restore  concord  amongst  them.  I 
see  nothing  that  will  invigorate  the  ^obliecoun- 
cils,  and  resuscitate  the  dormant  spirit  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation.  To  me  it  seems  ibat  lb* 
Admin isiraiion,wiiboui  presenting  to  public  view 
any  definite  object  or  course,  are  pressing  forward 
our  affiirs  into  a  chaos  of  inextricable  difficul- 
ties. And  I  cannot  but  regard  this  bill  as  hold- 
ing a  prominent  place  among  the  measures.  Lead- 
ing on  that  unfortnnate  issue. 

This  bill  bears  marks  of  distrust  entertained 
by  the  Qovernment  of  the  people,  or  a  consider* 
ble  portion  of  them,  and  of  the  State  authorities; 
it  places  the  coasting  trade  under  further  and 
vexatious  reslraints,  as  well  as  its  general  regu- 
lations under  the  control  of  the  President,  ll 
intrenches  on  the  municipal  polity  of  the  States, 
and  the  intercourse  of  the  people  in  their  ordi- 
nary busineis.  And,  what  above  all  will  wound 
the  public  sentiment,  for  the  accustomed  and 
mild  means  of  executing  the  laws  by  civil  pro- 
cess through  the  tribunals  of  justice,  it  siiMti- 
tules  military  powers  to  be  called  out  andexei^ 
cised,  not  in  aid,  but  in  place,  of  the  civil  author- 
To  show  that  this  is  a  correct  delineation  of 
the  character,  principles,  and  provisions  of  the  - 
bill,  I  ask,  sir,  your  attention  to  an  elucidation  of 
its  most  important  sections. 

Not  having  had  time  critically  lo  examine  the 
first  two,  which  have  lately  been  introduced  by 
way  of  amendment,  I  pass  them  without  remark ; 
leaving  it  for  gentlemen  who  may  follow,  to 
point  out  their  extravagant  and  oppressive  prin- 

This  bill,  as  I  before  observed  to  you,  sir,  sab- 
jects  the  coastins  trade  to  further  and  vexatious 
restraints,  and  places  it  under  the  control  of  the 
President. 

It  is  enacted  (section  2:) 

"  It  ahsll  not  be  lawfiil  to  put  on  board  any  ship, 
vessel,  or  boat,  of  any  description  whatever,  any  ^ecie" 
or  goods,  tram  or  merchuidise,  either  of  domestic  at 
foreign  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  and  the  same 
U  hereby  prohibited,  unlasi  a  permit  particularly  sta< 
tin;  the  articles  thus  to  be  laden  iball  have  been  pr»- 
viouslj  obtained  from  the  collector  of  the  district  la 
which  such  ship,  vesul,  or  boat  msy  then  be,  or  Ironk 
a  revenue  officer  especially  authoriud  by  the  collector 
to  grant  such  permita;  nor  unless  the  lading  shall  be 
m^  under  the  inspection  of  the  proper  n  -=• 

cera,  nor  unless  the  owner  or  owi  ~~~   ~~ 
ftctor  of  such  ship,  vsseel,  or  beat  si 
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ter,  hsTe  given  bond  vich  one  or  moie  mretiea  to  the 
United  Ststei,  in  ■  sain  six  timet  the  valoe  of  the  toi- 
■el  and  cugo,  that  the  Teuel  ihall  not  leave  the  port 
without  a  clesTtnce,  nor  ahait,  when  leaving  the  port, 
proceed  to  a  foreign  port  oi  place,  nor  shal]  put  an; 
article  on  booid  of  an;  other  Teaiel ;  and  that  the  whole 
cargo  shall  be  relanded  either  in  the  port  where  the  Tea- 
■el  ma;  then  be,  or  in  inch  other  port  of  the  United 
Btates  as  ihall  be  designated  in  the  clearance.  And  it 
aball  be  lawfal  for  the  coUeeton  of  the  cnitoniB  to  re- 
foM  permiaiion  to  pnt  any  cargo  on  board  an;  luch 
■Up,  louel,  or  boat,  nhenever  in  their  opinion  therei* 
an  intention  to  violate  the  embargo,  or  whenererthey 
■ball  have  received  inatrnctione  to  that  effect  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates :  Provided, 
That  nothing  containeJ  in  this  aectiou  aball  be  con- 
■trued  to  oilend  to  an;  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  unitbrmly 
employed  in  the  navigation  onl;  of  ba;B,  aouoda,  riv- 
an,  and  lalies  vri^n  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  which  shall  have  ol)tained  ■  general  permi 
Mon,  sigreeabl;  to  the  provision!  in  the  tburth  sccttc 
of  this  act." 

Tha  third  aectioa  regaiHtei  all  that  branch  of 
the  coastine  trade  not  coofiaed  to  rirers,  bays, 
sounds,  and  lakes. 

The  sum  required  in  the  bond  iasiz  times  the 
ralae  of  vessel  and  cargo,  and,  ea  is  laid  by  those 
well  informed,  io  roost  cases  wilt  amount  to  Gf- 
jeen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  appre- 
hended, [hat  many  coasters  will  not  be  able  to 
obtsJQ  sureties  for  that  sum.  Maoy  of  the  own- 
ers of  coasting  fessrls  are  men  of  moderate  prop- 
erty, belonging  to  the  middle  class  of  society  id 
point  of  wealth,  the  roost  numerous  and  not  least 
meritorious  of  citizens,  whom  sudden  and  ad- 
Terse  changes,  and  consequent  loss  of  business, 
first  affect  and  depress. 

Should  the  excessive  amount  of  the  bonds  drive 
this  dcBcripIJon  of  coftslers  out  of  their  regular 
employrocnt,  and  throw  it  into  the  bands  of  com- 
'  pernors  of  larger  capitals,  we  shall  have  an  ed- 
diiional  evil  to  those  growing  out  of  the  embargo 
lo  deprecate.  The  coasting  trade  is  nearly  ruioed 
already  by  the  destruction  of  foreign  trade.  Boih 
these  Taluable  interesii:.  like  the  other  interests  of 
a  free  and  commercial  people,  are  interwoven 
with  each  other;  and  while  we  are  shut  out  from 
a  commercial  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  the  OoTernment  ought  to  afford  by  every 
facility  in  its  power  an  encouragement  to  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  Stales. 

The  colleciori  may  refuse  permission  to  put  a 
cargo  OD  board  of  aoy  ship,  ressel,  or  boat  speci- 
fied in  this  section,  whenever  in  their  opinioa 
there  is  an  intenlion  to  violate  the  embargo,  or 
whenever  they  shall  have  received  instructions 
to  that  effect  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Hereby  the  collectors  are  deputed  lo  be  vice- 
roys over  commerce  in  the  npheres  they  occupy 
onder  (he  supremacy  of  the  President.  As  we 
shall  meei  with  an  analogous  proTision  in  a  sub- 
sequent paragraph,  I  at  present  waive  further  re- 
marks on  the  dangerous  policy  of  vesting  the 
President  with  such  enormous  powers. 

The  fifth  section  treats  of  the  trade  UDiformly 


is  there  e 


icted  : 


I,  bays,  sounds,  and  lakes 


It 


That  the  collecton  of  the  cnaloma  be,  and  th^ 
hereby,  authoriiad  to  grant,  under  such  general  in- 
ctions  as  the  Fieaident  of  the  United  State*  niftj 
give  to  that  effect,  a  genera]  permiuton  to  ahipe,  T«a- 
sela,  or  boati,  whofe  einplo;ment  has  uniformly  been 
confined  to  tha  navigation  of  ba;s,  sounds,  riven,  or 
lakes  within  tha  jurisdiction  of  the  United  fitat«a, 
when  it  can  be  done  without  danger  of  the  embargo 
being  violated,  to  take  on  board  at  an;  time  such  arti- 
cles of  domestic  or  foreign  growth  as  ma;  be  desigiik- 
ted  in  such  general  permission  or  permiaaiont,  bond 
with  one  or  mors  aaretie*  being  previonsl;  given  lo 
the  United  Stales  by  the  owner,  owneia,  consignee,  or 
factors  of  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  and  by  tha  maater 
thereof,  in  an  amount  equal  lo  three  hundred  dollar* 
for  each  ton  of  said  veucl ;  that  such  vessel  shall  not 
duiing  the  time  limited  in  the  condition  of  the  bond, 
depart  from  an;  district  of  the  United  Statoa  wilhoot 
having  previoual;  obtained  a  clearance,  nor  until  tbe 
master  or  commander  aball  have  delivered  to  the  boI' 
lector  or  surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure  a  manifest 
of  the  whole  cargo  on  board  ;  that  the  aaid  Teasel  ahall 
not,'  during  the  time  aboTementioned,  proceed  toaoj 
other  port  than  that  mentioned  in  her  clearance,  or  put 
an;  article  onboard  of  an;  other  veBBet,orbe  employed 
in  an;  foreign  trade ;  and  that  on  ever;  voyage  or  trip 
the  whole  of  the  cargo  shall  be  landed  in  a  port  of  the 
United  States  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes  to 
which  the  navigation  of  such  voMel  is  confined." 

The  amount  of  the  bond  prescribed  in  this 
Claosc  is  three  hundred  dollars  for  each  too  of 
the  vessel  ;  and  it  is  not  less  objectionable  on  ac- 
count of  its  magnitude,  than  in  the  case  I  haw 
juKt  animadverted  on,  whether  compared  witb 
the  relative  abilities  of  the  two  classes  of  coast- 
ers on  whom  the  respective  provisions  operate, 
or  the  objects  in  view;  and  it  is  more  grievous 
to  the  districts  of  country  dependent  on  trade, 
itimately  connected  with  its  prosperity. 


lavigati 


n  of  the 


o  Statea 
e  are  going  oo  from  time 
i  offer  up  the  trade  be- 
c  State,  at  the  shrine 


long  oeoteu  [u  our  ctiizens ;  thatbeln 
is  impeded,  and  1  fear  wi 
to  time,  by  piecemeal,  l< 
iween  districts  of  the  sm 
of  our  embargo  system. 

The  coasting  trade  is  placed  under  the  regoU- 
lionof  the  PrMident  by  this  bill: 

1st.  Collectors  may  refuse  permission  to  put  a. 
cargo  00  board  of  any  ship,  vessel  or  boat,  in  aity 
case  where  they  have  their  own  personal  suapi- 
cioQs  that  it  is  intended  for  foreiga  exportation, 
and  in  every  case  which  may  be  comprehended 
wiihio  the  »ct>pe  of  any  general  iostruciions,  is- 
sued by  command  of  the  President.  But  there 
is  8  proviso  as  to  coasting  vessels  uniformly  em- 
ployed in  the  navigation  of  bays,  sounds,  rivers. 
and  lakes,  which  shall  have  obtained  a  gecentl 

"'    "  '  ■  (ions  mav  be  granted   to 

!s$els,  under  such  eeoeral 
sidentof  iheUniledStatea 
be  done  without  danger  of 
olaled,  to  take  on  board 
such  gene- 


2d.  General  perra 
the  last  meatioaed 
instructions  as  the  P 
niay  give,  when  it  ca 
the  embargo  being 
such  articles  as  may  be  designated 
ral  permission  or  permissions. 
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Bjr  Ibeie  general  iDiiraciions,  the  Fretideat 
may  prrseribe  the  kind  aod  quantil]r  of  exports 
from,  aad  imporis  iaio  ibe  iodiTidual  Siaten,  and 
from  aod  to  ibe  parlicular  districti  wjibin  a  Slate. 
He  ma;  SDspend  them  in  part  or  in  whole. 

The  power  of  issuing eeneral  itistruetioos  now 
propooej  to  be  given  to  the  Presideni  by  law,  he 
uceTciied  in  the  recess  of  Congreu,  and  in  my 
opinioa,  without  law.  The  Governor  of  Massa- 
ciiDirtls  was  aaihorized  to  gite  cerlificateK,  or 
liecBiei  for  the  importation  of  floor  into  that 
Bute;  and.  under  general  instructions  from  the 
Prendent,  wilhoat  pergonal  suspicion  of  hip  own, 
ibecollertor  at  Charleston,  In  South  Carolina, 
detainnl  a  vEssel;  which  called  forth  the  inde- 
pradentemeiseaf  the  judicial  powrr  of  the  cir- 
CDi'l  conn  in  that  State,  to  control  the  President's 
instntctions.  I  am  seD^ih[e  the  Administration 
and  its  frienda  have  sn  arduous  task  in  executing 
the  embargo;  difficulties  iMset  them  on  every 
flde;  difficulties  inherent  in  the  measure  itself, 
aad  not  to  be  overcome  by  accumulating  rigor- 
ous peoahies,  and  an  extension  of  the  Executive 
The  power  to  regulate  commerce   ii 


X  important  and  delicate  of  the  Legislati'. . 
poweisl  What  State  would  hare  adopted  the 
CoDsiiiniioD,  if  it  had  been  foreseen  toat  this 
power  would  b«  granted  to  any  man,  however 
dialJD^ished  bf  office  I 

1  will  in  Ibis  place  notice  ODeortwo  objeclion- 
able  elauiei  in  the  bill  not  immediately  eonoecied 
witii  either  of  the  points  1  have  dixcussed. 

By  a  clause  in  the  eighth  section,  it  is  provi- 
ded, that  in  a  suit  on  a  bond  for  not  relanding 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and  failing  to 
produce  a  certificate  thereof,  capture,  distress,  or 
aflf  other  accident  shall  not  be  given  in  plea  or 
idmiiied  in  evidence  in  any  such  suit.  The  doc- 
triae  here  assumed,  that  capture,  distress,  or  any 
other  accident  shall  not  be  pleaded  or  given  in 
crideace,  in^iuges  the  first  principles  urjustice, 
and  iavolres  innocence  in  the  punishment  of 
gaUt,  together  with  its  disgraceful  and  ruinous 
eoBicqaences.  The  crime  created  by  the  bill,  is 
that  of  a  person's  clearing  out  a  veuel  and  car^o 
for  a  port  in  the  United  State;,  and  voluntarily 
going,  cDDirary  to  law,  to  a  foreign  port.  To  a 
case  of  capture,  or  being  prevented  by  the  act  of 
God  from  reacning  the  destined  port,  there  can 
be  no  pretence  of  crime.  And  will  Congress 
declare  an  ofienee  by  statute,  and  deny  to  a  party 
aecBsed  the  right  of  pleading  and  giving  in  evi- 
dence the  only  matter  of  fact  that  ffoes  to  his 
exculpation  1  Of  what  use  is  the  trial  by  jnry, 
for  ages  revered  as  the  palladium  of  innocence 
against  the  oppression  of  power',  if  il  may  thus 
be  narrowed  down  and  perverted  1  And  for  what 
caiue  is  this  principle  to  be  introdocedT  Are 
eoarts  and  jaries  distrusted  1  And  therefore  is  il 
that  tbe  established  usages  and  rules  of  trial  are 
lo  be  abandoned  t  The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury, it  i)  said,  may  remit  and  mitigate  forfeitures 
and  peoallies,  and  be  will  aiie  relief.  So  inno- 
cence is  to  sue,  aa  a  favor,  for  relief,  from  penal* 


Sbhatb. 

ties  and  forfeitures  awarded  to  guilt,  from  a  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  when  it  is  entitled  loan 
acquiiial  in  a  court  ot  justice. 

It  is  made  lawful  by  the  seventh  section  of  the 
bill  for  collectors  to  wiiiihold  a  license  or  register 
for  a  vessel  when  sold,  unless  a  bond  shall  be  given 
by  the  owner  previous  to  the  Rale,  that  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  not  canlraveoe  the  embargo  acts. 

This  provision  infringes  an  esienllaf  right  of 
property,  and  is  as  oppressive  as  it  is  unjual. 
Owners  of  vessels  already  deprived  of  their  uaa 
by  the  embargo,  are  to  be  prevented  from  dispo- 
sing of  them  in  payment  of  their  debts,  or  for 
other  purposes,  unless  on  condition  of  becoming 
hound  for  the  good  behaviour  of  all  future  own- 
ers of  the  vessel  in  respect  of  the  embargo  acta, 
as  long  as  they  shall  continne. 

The  icctioDs  I  have  considered,  principally  af- 
fect merchants  and  seafaring  men  in  their  busi- 
ness, at  stores,  custom -houses,  about  wharves, 
ships,  and  vessels.  But  other  sections  take  a 
wider  range,  and  inf reach  on  ihe  ordinary  con- 
cerns of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  by  the 
powers  tfaey  give  for  unreasonable  and  arbitrary 
searches  for,  and  seizures  of  their  property. 

Collectors  of  the  customs  thronghout  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  tenth  section,  are  empowered 
lo  uke  into  custody,  specie,  or  any  ariiclea  of 
domestic  growth  or  manufaclnre,  under  these 
circumstances,  when  deposited  in  unusual  places^ 
in  unusual  quantities,  in  places  where  there  ia 
reason  lo  believe  they  are  intended  for  exporta- 
tion in  vessels,  sleighs,  or  other  carriages,  or  in 
fny  manner  apparenily'oD  their  way  towards  Ihe 
territories  of  foteign  nations,  or  a  place  whence 
such  articles  are  intended  to  be  exported.  And. 
when  taken  into  custody  they  are  not  permitted 
(o  be  removed  without  bonds  being  given  for 
their  being  relanded  in  some  place  whence,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there  is  no  danger 
of  their  being  exported. 

Without  warrant  founded  on  proof,  from  sus- 
picion only,  may  this  unbounded  lieensa  be  exer- 
cised. Our  houses,  heretofore  our  castles,  and 
the  secure  abodes  of  our  families,  may  be  thrown 
open  to  the  visits  of  collectors  lo  search  for  and 
seize  our  money  and  ^oods,  whenever  instigated 
by  suspicion,    prejudice,    resentment,  or  party 

No  place  is  to  be  protected  ;  the  people  may 
everywhere  be  exposed,  at  home,  on  the  way, 
and  abroad.  Specie  and  goods  thus  seized  with- 
out warrant,  and  on  suspicion  only,  are  not  to  be 
removed  unless  and  until  bond  with  sureties  shall 
l>e  given  for  landing  or  delivering  the  same  iit 
some  place  of  the  IJoiled  States,  whence,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  collector,  there  shall  not  be  any 
danger  of  such  articles  being  exported.  These 
provisions  strike  at  the  vital  principles  of  a  free 
Qovernmeni;  and  are  ibey  not  contrary  to  the 
fourth  and  sixth  articles  of  amendments  to  th» 
Constitution?  Are  not  these  searches  and  seiz- 
ures, without  warrant,  on  the  mere  suspicion  of 
a  collector,  unreaaonable  searches  and  seizures  7 
And  is  not  a  man  thereby  to  be  deprived  of  prop- 
erty wilhoQI  due  process  of  law  1 
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Such  it  the  UD  precedented  nsture  and  enor- 
moQ)  extent  of  ihe  powers  giren  lo  colteetors  by 
this  bill ;  Bod  by  wHat  means,  and  in  wbai  man- 
ner, are  they  to  be  exercised?  By  the  eleveDlh 
Bpciioa  it  is  eoacled : 

"  That  tha  powers  g;iTen  to  the  collector!  by  this  or 
mj  oAk  let  Tcipecling  the  embargt),  to  detwn  an; 
tettel,  01  to  take  into  their  castody  toy  >.rticlM  for  the 
pnrpMB  of  preTenting  Tio]*tioni  of  the  embu-^,  shill  be 
alelciaed  in  confbrmitj  with  such  instructioD*  u  the 
Preuilent  maj  gire,  and  inch  geneivl  ihIcb  ■■  he  may 
pnacribe  lor  that  pnrpon,  made  in  pnimiance  of  the 
powen  ^areuid ;  which  initraetioni  and  general  rulei 
Ihe  collactoTB  shall  be  bound  to  obej ;  dot  ahall  the; 
be  liable  to  an;  action,  luit,  or  judgment  on  account 
of  an;  detention  of  a  Teuel,  or  for  having  tahen  arli- 
cIm  into  their  cuitod;  in  confonni^  with  euch  in- 
(tructioni  and  general  mlea." 

Here  PresideBlial  instructionsreceiTe  tbeirlait 
seal  and  stamp  of  authority.  They  are  made 
binding  upon  collectors,  and,  for  acta  done  in 
punuaoce  of  thoie  inatructioDS,  they  are  to  be 
triesponaible. 

Theae  initniclions,  according  to  the  ternu  of 
the  bill,  ate  to  become  the  supreme  law  of  the 
laad,  and  obligatory  on  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stalei  and  of  the  States.  It  may  be  said  that  to 
lender  them  authoiilatire.  the  iiistructioQS  must 
be  in  pursuance  of  ibe  powers  granted  by  ibe 
bill  to  the  collectors,  am]  that  they  are  mere  Ee- 
ccutive  direetioQS  giveD  for  the  purpose  of  pto- 
ductog  a  uniform  and  systematic  course  of  pro- 
ceedinn  among  collectors.  If  indeed  this  be 
their  oDJect,  why  i*  ibe  clause  icserted  1  Since 
the  establishment  of  the  Treasury  Depaiti 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  ibe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  instructions  to  sabordinate  offi- 
cers; but  this  favorite  embargo,  to  which  all 
eOQsiderationa  are  made  to  bend,  offers  the  first 
■iMtaiice  of  an  attempt  to  give  to  them  the  force 
of  law*.  And  a  critical  attention  to  the  seciioa 
ahows  that  such  is  its  intendment.  Although  it 
is  declared  thai,  to  hare  the  effect  of  laws,  the 
PtesideDi's  insttueiions  must  be  ia  pursuance  of 
the  powers  granted  by  the  bill  to  the  collectors, 
it  is  to  be  remembered  that  collectors  are  to  act 
in  particalat  cases  on  their  discretion,  under  the 
President's  instructions,  which  are  to  be  general, 
and  neither  the  one  nor  tbe  other  are  to  be  de- 
fined or  limited  by  anv  precise  rule.  Both  are 
arbitrary  within  the  spheres  of  their  general 
thorities,  and  the  President's  instructions  are  . . 
Boluie  on  the  collectors,  and  attempted  to  be  made 
absolute  on  the  court  for  their  iodemnity.  They 
are  issued  from  lime  to  time  as  supplementary 
laws  to  enforce  Ihe  embargo.  No  directioo  is 
given  by  the  bill  for  tbeir  being  published,  while 
ibey  necessarily  must  and  will  have  importai 
effects  upon  tbe  rights  and  liberties  of  our  cit 
zens.  It  would  still  be  some  consolation  if  this 
nnpleasant  inquiry  might  stop  here,  but  we  most 
enter  on  a  more  painful  duty.  1  have  before 
Baked  by  what  means  are  these  unprecedented 
powers  to  be  executed?  They  are  to  be  execu- 
ted by  military  force,  not  to  be  employed  in  aid 
of  the  civil  authority,  but  in  tbe  first '    


place,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  the  civil  au- 
thority.   By  the  twelfth  sectioB 

■■  It  is  made  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  empow- 
ered, to  emplo;  Sijch  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  may 
be  judged  neceasar;  for  tbe  ptirpose,  in  conform!^ 
with  the  proviaions  of  this  and  other  acts  retpeetiiig 
the  embargo,  of  preventing  the  illegal  departnre  of 
an;  ship  or  vessel,  oi  of  taking  into  cnatod;  and 
gnarding  an;  aiticlea  of  domestic  growth,  produce,  «r 
manofaeture,  and  also  for  the  pnipoae  of  preientins 
and  suppressing  an;  armed  or  riotous  asswahlage  of 
penons  resisting  tbe  cuatom-house  officers  in  tbe  cxar- 
lise  of  their  duties,  or  in  an;  manner  opposing  the 
iiecuiioo  of  the  Una  laying  an  entbargo,  or  otherwiM 
'iatating,  or  uaisting  and  abetting  violations  of  tbo 

Tbe  military  may  be  employed  by  such  penmi 
IS  the  President  may  have  empowered.  He  may 
de&ignate,  at  certain  places  in  the  Stales,  pereona 
to  call  out  such  part  of  tbe  land  or  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  tbe  militia,  as  may  ba 
judged   necessary.     Those  will   be  selected  who 
most  convenient  and  in  all  respects  qualified 
cl  in  the  scenes  to  which  tbey  may  be  called. 
In  these  appointments  Ihe   Senate  is  to  have  DO 
Dcurrence.     They  are  to  be  Presidential  agents 
:  issuing  requisitions  to  Ihe  standing  army,  for 
litia,  and  not  amenable  to  any  tribunal  for 
their  conduct.     Heretofore  a  delicate  and  respect- 
ful atieniion  has  been  paid  to  the  Slate  authori- 
ties  on  this  subject.    The  requisitions  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Government  for  the  militia  have  been  made 
the  Governors  of  the  States ;  and  what  rea- 
n  is  there  for  taking  a  different  course  lo  en- 
force the  embargo? 

Under  our  present  system  have  not  insurrectioD* 
been  suppressed^  rebellions  quelled,  and  combi- 
nations and  resistance  against  lawful  authoritf 
overcome,  by  the  force  of  ihe  General  Govern- 
ment in  co-operation  with  the  State  govern- 
ments 1  Is  not  the  Butborily  of  the  marshal* 
competent  to  tbe  execution  of  the  laws'!  I  Mft 
no  cause  for  these  arrays  of  the  military  thtongh- 
out  the  country,  and  tbe  unrestrained  license  that 
is  lo  be  given  to  its  operations.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  B  free  government,  **  that  the 
military  be  kept  in  subordination  to  the  civil 
power,"  and  never  be  put  in  motion  until  tbose 
be  found  incompetent  lo  preserve  the  poblie 
peace  and  authority.  But,  by  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  these  Presidential  agents  may  call  out 
the  standing  army  or  militia,  of  part  of  tbem,  to 
follow  in  tbe  collector's  train,  to  seize  specie  nod 
goods  in  houses,  stores,  and  elsewhere,  and  gen- 
erally for  executing  the  embargo  laws.  And 
even  the  public  peace,  so  far  as  respects  the  sup- 
pressing armed  and  riotous  Bssemblages  of  per- 
sons resisting  the  custom-house  officers  in  the 
exercise  of  tbeir  duties,  it  would  seem  can  no 
longer  be  confided  to  the  States,  and  it  is  thought 
ilecessary  to  surround  custom-house  officers  with 
bands  of  tbe  standing  army  or  militia. 

The  bill  before  ns  is  bottomed  on  a  report  of 
,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    How  often  were 
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I  teuoDsiTSDcet,  and  tboae  of  the 
ebainaBti  of  the  comtnitiee  who  reported  the 
hiil,  (Mr.  Giles,)  rormerly  heard  agaiost  ihe  ez- 
UDHon  of  Bkecaiive  patronage  and  influence; 
the  imerfereDce  af  the  GeaerHl  QoTeratneot  in 
ibe  local  policjr  of  the  Slates,  and  the  ordiaarf 
coDeerns  of  the  people ;  and,  above  all,  againtt 
MaikdiDg  armies?  Tlteo  no  such  Executive  pre- 
rogaiWn  were  claimed  as  this  bill  contains ;  do 
■acb  attempts  made  as  here  are  made  for  ioireneb- 
Bcnu  OD  the  ialernal  polie^  of  the  Stalea,  and 
the  ordinary  concerns  of  the  people ;  and  then  our 
ArcBf,  imall  in  comparison  wilb  the  present  ea- 
ublidment,  was  kept  aloof  from  the  affairs  of 
the  Stale,  and  the  persons  and  property  of  Ihe 
eiiiieas.  Our  coantty  was  happy,  prosperous, 
and  remcled.  The  present  crisis  is  portenlous. 
iDteraal  disquiets  will  not  be  healed,  nor  pnblic 
seniiment  eoatrolled,  by  precipitate    and   rath 

piBse.  This  bill,  sir,  oaght  not  to  pass.  It  tirikes 
■1  the  vital  principles  of  our  republieaa  system. 
It  propoMs  to  place  the  country  in  a  lime  of 
peace  onder  miiitary  law,  the  first  appearance  of 
«hich  ought  bereto  be  resisted  with  all  oar  lal- 
tnts  and  efforts,  it  proposes  to  introdace  a  mil- 
itary despotism,  lo  which  freemen  can  never 
submit,  and  which  can  never  govern  eicept  by 
terror  and  carnage. 

Ur.  Tbrdston,  now  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  whicb  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
And  kfter  debate,  the  Senate  adjonrned. 

UoHDAT,  December  19. 
ENFORCEBfENT  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  makiog  further 
provision  for  enfoicing  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Lloto  staled,  that  be  had  no  objectioa  to 
(ke  recommit  meat  of  the  bill,  as  proposed  by 
tbe  c^itleman  from  Vermont.  He  bad  wished 
for  tne  posiponeraeat  of  ii  in  ihe  second  reading, 
hit  the  Senate  had  choieo  lo  order  otherwise ;  he 
\tti  however  then  said,  that  he  should  oot  feel 
picclitded  from  offering  liis  reasons  againit  some 
of  the  details,  as  well  «*  against  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill  in  ihe  ibird  reading ;  and  as  be 
had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  sbould  be  one 
of  the  two  additional  members  proposed  lo  be 
placed  on  the  committee,  and  as,  on  a  former  day, 
those  who  were  apposed  to  ihe  bill  were  called 
to  give  their  rea^oa  before  it  should  be  coma 
led,  he  would  now  do  it,  in  order,  thai  if  his  ob' 
serrations  wereof  any  weight,  they  mighi  rec 
from  the  committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
•gain  to  be  referred,  such  consideraiion  as  they 
woald  merit. 

Ur.  L.  observed,  ihal  he  bad  not  risen  lo  oppose 
the  bill  because  the  object  of  it  was  to  enforce  a 
law  lo  the  policy  of  which  be  was  adverse,  but 
he  was  opposed  to  ihe  bill,  because,  in  itself,  il 
appeared  to  him  lo  contaia  provisions  which 
would  be  extremely  injuriousand  rexalious  to  the 
ci{izeiu,andpriDciplea  which, in  hisriewof  ihem, 
were  arbitrary  in  their  nalare,  and  in  their  vil- 


li effect  onconalitoiional.    In  thus  character- 
izing the  bill,  he  meant  no  reflection  on  the  com- 
mittee who  reported   it;   they  had  uodoubtedly 
taken  a  different  view  of  tbe  subjeci  from  what 
he  had,  and  if  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  mistaken  in  the 
timatiou  he  had  formed  of  il,  he  would  rejoice 
ore  than'  any  member  of  ibe  committee. 
By  the  third  section  of  ihe  bill,  said  Mr.  L.,  it 
enacted,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  pul  on 
board  any  ship,  vessel,  or  hoal,  any.specie,  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  ualess  the  owner,  or  own- 

fnee  or  factor,  of  such  ship,  vessel,  Ot 
with  the  master  have  given  bond,  with 
or  more  sureties  to  ihe  United  Blales,  in  a 
six  times  the  value  of  ihe  vessel  and  cargo, 
thai  the  vessel  shall  not  leave  ibe  port  without  a 
clearance,  &c.    And  by  the  Sfil^  seclion  it  is  en- 
aeied,  ibat  general  permission  shall  be  given  t« 
vessels  thai  have  been  uniformly  employed  in  the 
navigaiioDof  baysand  rivers,  aiill  lo  navigate  ihe 
ae,  provided  the  owners  and  master,  with  sure> 
),  shall  first  give  bond  to  the  amount  of  three 
bgadred  dollars,  for  every  ion  of  such  vessel  so 
employed;  which, on  a  vesaelof  one  hundred  tooi 
burden,  would  amouut  lo  thirly  ihouiand  dollars 
RequtsilioDs  of  bonds  to  this  amouol,  Mr.  L. 
said,  were  in  his. opinion  excessive.    He  would 
instance  tbe  effect  of  Ihem  on  Ibe  Stale  of  Maa- 
sachoselta,  not  thai  he  conceived  ibey  were  le- 
gislating fgr  a  pariicular  Stale,  but  he  adduced 
the  circumstances  of  that  Slate  in  illuslralion  of 
ihe  principles  of  the  bill,  because  ihey  were  moat 
familiar  to   him;  olher   Slates  weie  in  different 
degrees    uadoubledly  aimilarlv    ci  re  u  mala  need. 
Tbe  Hudson  alone  found  employment  for  near 
two  thousand  coasting  vessels. 

A  very  large  coasiing  trade,  said  Mr.  L.,  was 
carried  on  between  ihe  principal  seaports  is  old 
MassachuselisandlheDisirici  of  Maine;  ibis  trade, 
for  the  moat  part,  is  prosecuted  in  lumber,  lime, 
and  firewood,  towards  tbe  Auinmn  or  ibe  close 
of  the  year,principally  in  Ihe  latter.  The  iobab- 
itanu  of  the  old  seaports  are  oot  in  the  habit  of 
burning  coal  for  fuel,  ihey  make  Dse  almost  en- 
tirely of  firewood,  for  a  great  part  of  their  sa[^ 


ihe  sale  of  their  wooii  and  lumbar  for  their  tup- 
pott.  Tbey  almoit  exclusively  own  the  veasela 
engaged  in  this  trade ;  these  vessels  are  from  eighty 
to  ope  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  Ions 
burden — some  of  ihem  are  worth  three  or  four 
tboarand  dollars ;  it  will  be  a  fair  average  lo  esli- 
mata  ihem  at  two  tboasand  dollars  each  ;  the  car- 
ffoes  may  be  worth  from  three  to  five  hundred 
dollars:  thus  ihen.  one  of  these  vesaelaand  a  cargo 
would  be  worth  atxtut  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars ;  and  bonds  for  six  times  this  amount,  ot 
fifieen  thousand  dollars,  will  be  required  for  every 
trip  Ihey  make,  for  only  aboDI  three  or  four  wceu 
etnployment  for  ibeir  vessels. 

The  coasters  are  generally  of  a  respectable  but 
not  wealthy  class  of  persons,  ihey  iohsbit  a  new 
country,  tbinlyseliled  ;  for  the  land  they  occupy, 
1  many  of  them  are  parlially  indebted,  as  veil  aa 
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for  the  equipmeal  of  their  vessels.  Under  present 
ctrcumsiances,  in  tnaaj' cases,  the  whole  vicir''" 
for  an  extent  of  several  miles,  could  not  mi 
firteen  thuutaud  dollars  in  money,  to  pay  the 
penally,  provided  the  lav  wa.?  violated;  the  — 
sequence  iqubi  be,  either  that  the  reguUtioa  i 
be  a  fallacy  on  account  of  insufficient  bondsmeD 
being  given,  aad  be  a  mere  business  of  vexation, 
orthe  trade  would  in  mao^  instances  be  abandoned 
from  inability  of  the  owners  of  vessels  to  procure 
auch  boadsmea  as  would  be  acceptable  to  the  col- 
lector. If  ihe  latter  were  the  case,  and  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  trade  were  cut  off.  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  Massachusetts,  wno  bare  hitherto 
received  their  firewood  from  Maine,  .might  he 
greatly  incommoded  for  the  supplioi  of  an  indis- 
pensable  necessary  of  life,  in  a  climate  bo  JDcleio* 
«nt  as  Ihe  ooe^ihey  inhabit ;  while  the  iohabii 
of  Maine  would  be  equally  distressed,  from  being 
interdicted  from  the  pursuit  of  their  ordinary  oc- 
cupations, from  being  deprived  of  a  market  for 
almost  the  only  cash  article  they  now  possess, 
from  procuring  clothes  to  cover  ihrir,  or  of  ob- 
laiaiog  food  lor  their  BubsisiBnce.  for  in  many 
Is  of  that  dixlrici  they  do  not  raise  corn  enough 


parts  of 
hr  theii 


prohibit  such  a  trade  as  this,  fur  an  indeBnite  pe- 
riod 7  It  was  Dot  given  by  the  CoDSlitution,  noi 
in  his  opinion  was  it  by  any  means  certain  thai 
CoDgreai  possessed  it;  perhaps  gentlemen  were  not 
atrareOD  howfrailaiennre  ii  might  be  considered 
that  they  held  even  the  right  to  regulate  this  trade; 
it  might  be  found  to  re>t  on  no  more  solid  a  ba- 
sis than  that  of  sufferance.  He  knew  that  there 
was  a  sweeping  clause  in  the  Cuastitulion, 
which  the  gentTemen  placed  great  reliance,  thai 
Congress  should  possess  the  power  to  make  all 
laws  that  roi^ht  be  necessary  for  carrying  the 
Constitution  into  effect — but  he  also  knew  that 
in  all  political  contracts,  whatever  was  not  vm- 
eially  given,  was  retained.  Ha  also  knew  that 
amendments  to  the  Coaslitutioo,  whenever  they 
clashed  with  the  original  stipulations  in  theCon- 
atilutioD,were  of  superior  force— and  by  the  11th 
and  12il)  atneadments,  it  is  expressly  declared, 
(hat  the  "enumeration  in  the  Constitution    '' 

*  certain  righlt,  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny 

*  disparage  others  retained  by  tha  people.    Tt 

'  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
'  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
'  8iate»,  are  reserved  to  [he  Statei  respectively, 
'  or  the  people." 

Now,  said  Mr.  L.,  what  is  (he  authority  given 
by  the  CoaililatioQ  to  the  General  Qovernmeol 
with  regard  to  commerce — it  is  comprised  in  two 
lines— >"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  Now 
apply  this  to  the  coasting  trade  beiveen  two  ports 
in  the  same  Slate — take  for  example  the  ports  of 
Boston  and  Portland— and  if  this  trade  be  not  a 
trade  with  foreign  nations,  a  trade  among  the 
several  States,  or  a  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
then  sir,  whence  arises  your  power  even  to  reg- 
lUale  it,  except  from  lufferance  1    It  may  be  said 


thai  it  is  natural  to  auppose  the  frameri  of  the 
Coaatiiution  meant  to  give  to  the  General  Oor- 
erument  the  same  power  to  regulate  a  trade  be- 
tween two  ports  in  the  fame  State,  a*  between 
two  ports  in  different  Slates — but  If  their  inteo- 
lion  were  ascertained,  it  would  not  became  law; 
it  may  be  a  eaau»  omiMtiu,  but  that  does  not  alter 
the  facL 

It  is  true  Ibis  trade  has  been  regulated  by  the 
General  Governmenti— so  long  ai  the  legulations 
were  not  oppressive,  it  made  no  difference  to  the 
Slate,  or  to  the  publio.  whether  the  regulations 
came  from  the  General,  or  from  the  Slate  Qov- 
ernmeDt,and  probably  would  never  be  objected 
to.  But  screw  up  these  regulations  so  tightly,  tm 
to  deprive  the  citizens  of  tneir  accustomed  aro- 
calione,  take  from  tbem  the  means  of  subsistence, 
and  your  aaihoriiy  to  do  this  will  be  quesiioaed  ; 
and  should  this  bill  be  passed  into  a  law,  and  a 
coaster,  engaged  in  trade  between  Boston  and 
Porlland,  was  to  violate  the  provisions  of  it,  be 
indicted  for  so  doing,  and  convicted  thereof,  and 
was  to  demur  (o  the  constiiuiionaliiy  of  the  law, 
it  is  very  doubtful,  said  Mr.  L.,  if  there  could  be 
fouoda  judge  on  the  judicial  bench  of  tfae  United 
States  that  would  inflict  on  him  its  penalties. 

In  the  siilh  section  of  the  bill  it  is  staled,  that 
if  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  not  having  a  general 


by  the  acl,  shauiake  on  board  any  specie,  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  such  ship,  vessel  or  boat,  wiih  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be  wholly  forletted, 
and  the  owner  or  owners  shall  moreover  forfeit 
and  pay  a  sum  equal  lo  ihe  value  of  Ihe  ship,  ves- 
sel or  boat,  and  ol  the  cargo  put  on  board  the  same. 
Can  gentlemen,  said  Mr.  L.,  be  aware  of  the  op- 
eration of  this  clause?  Suppose  be  bad  chartered 
a  vessel  a  fortnight  since  to  a  merchant  of  Balti- 
more, and  this  merchant  after  the  passing  of  the 
present  act,  and  conlrary  lo  the  provisions  of  it. 
attempted  to  evade  Ihe  embargo,  sent  the  vessel 
to  sea  with  a  cargo  often,  twenty  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  was  deiecied;  was  he,  ihe  ownHjof 
the  vessel,  Mr.  L.  asked,  not  only  to  lose  his  vei- 
lel,  but  alio  again  lo  lose  tbe  vaiucof  ten,  twenty 
or  thirty  thousand  dollars  h  addition,  as  the  case 
may  be,  for  the  miseondnct  of  another  man,  of 
vhioh  misconduct  be  had  neither  tbe  knowledge 
or  suspicion,  nor  the  power  to  conirol  or  prevent 
ill  The  provisions  of  ihe  second  sec  lion  areatiU 
more  exceptionable  with  regard  to  sleighs,  wag- 
ons, and  carriages.  Suppose  a  man  of  respecta- 
ble appearance  should  havuhis  carriage  destroyed 
or  broke  lo  pieces  by  accident  in  Boston,  and 
should  hire  of  a  hackney  coachman,  a  carriage, 
without  hiring  of  the  same  person  a  driver  and 
horses,  to  proceed  to  New  York;  suppose  that 
after  getting  lo  New  York,  instead  of  returning 
the  carriage  to  Boston,  the  person  who  has  hired 
it,  proceeds  with  it  towards  Canada,  puts  into  the 
carriage  fifieen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  in 
gold,  and  is  afterwards  delected  ;  is  the  hackney 
coachman  not  only  to  lose  his  carriage,  and  three 
limes  the  amount  carried  in  it — to  lose  bis  houses 
his  entire  property — to  be  stripped  naked,  not  for 
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a  crime  committed  by  him,  but  foi  tswfuUy.pur- 
•niof  B  businm  wfaicb  he  hid  proaecaled  not 
onir  iriihoiii  censure,  but  viih  commeadaiiuns 
on  his  indasiry.  perhaps  for  lireoty  years  beforel 
This  eaDQOt  he,  as  the  {reoileman  Iroia  Kemucky 
(Mr.  Thbuston  )  has  uid,  with  reference  tu  some 
of  the  provisions  oT  this  bill.  Il  is  too  monsiroua 
a  pciDciple  of  legislatioD  erer  to  be  carried  iolo 
e&et,io  any  free  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Bat,  sir,  said  Hr.  L.,  bid  at  ibis  is,  the  next 
■Miioa  is  still  worse ;  by  that  section  it  is  eflBcted 

*  That  the  person  or  persons,  whoM  names  do,  or 

*  may  appear,  as  owner  or  owners  of  Rn^  ships  or 

*  Tcmdi,  either  in  the  certificates  of  registry,  en- 

*  n>lmeDl,or  license  of  any  such  ship  or  ressei.of 
'  on  ibclaii  custom-houiip  document  issued  before 

*  the  panioic  thin  act,  shall  be  reputed  as  the  true 
'  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  be 
'liable  to  the  paymeDtof  all  penalties  which  mav 
*be  iocurred  by  the  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
'  br  reason  ef  any  viulatiou  of  aay  of  the  provi' 
'  aioBs  of  this  act,  or  of  llie  act  laying  an  em- 
'  bargo."  It  is  well  known,  said  Mr.  L.,  to  all 
mercantile  men,  that  the  custom-house  officers 
wilt  not  lei  the  owners  of  ship*  keep  their  own 
roister* ;  so  soon  as  the  vessel  enters,  the  register 
is  taken  from  the  captain  by  the  collector,  nor 
can  the  owner  get  ii  or  obtain  a  new  one  until 
the  ¥es*el  is  again  loaded  and  ready  for  sea. 
Suppose,  laid  Mr.  L.,  he  had  soldatessel  last 
Janoarj  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  a  man  whom 


this  porchaBer  of  the  Tc&sel  had  not  been  able  to 
send  her  to  sea  antil  this  time;  but  perhaps  a  fort- 
Btghi  after  the  pasting  this  bill,  he  puts  a  Talua- 
Ue  cargo  on  board  the  vessel,  attempts  to  f  vade 
the  law,  and  is  discovered ;  am  I,  said  Mr.  L.,  to 
be  poniafaed  (o  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo?  Am  1  to bereduced  from  affluence  tobcg- 
garr  for  the  conduct  of  a  man  with  whom  I  have 
■o  nnore  concern  than  with  an  inhabiiani  of  Eam- 
aeb«tka,BDd  of  whose  doings  I  had  no  more  know- 
ledge— mereljr  because  I  sold  him  a  piece  of  pro- 
fxtj  and  conveyed  it  to  hi~  '  '"' 


eoD&rmity  wil 


jnihs 
t.tbe  eiisteneeof  the  law,  under  which  I 
am  poniifaed  for  this  oflenceT  This  is  not  only 
tiaexjM^  facto  \iiw — It  fs  punuhing  the  innocent 
'with  i^  gnilty — it  is  going  one  step  beyond  the 
Idosaicil  regulation  mentioned  by  ibe  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Bradlet.)  it  is  not  only 
pooishing  the  man  thai  owned  ibe  bullock,  hut 
It  ii  ponishiDg  the  person  who  sold  ihe  cow,  that 
braogbt  the  bullock,  that  rommitird  the  injury  ! 
This.  «aid,  Mr.  L.,  may  be  sport  to  us,  but  it  will 
be  death  to  the  victims  who  come  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  bill,  should  it  ever  become  a  law. 

Hr.  L.  observed,  that  there  were  other  minor 
objections  to  the  bill,  with  the  enumeration  of 
irhieb,  as  the  bill  would  be  committed,  he  should 
not  then  trouble  the  Senate — but  wilb  regard  to 
iheanihoriiy  given  to  the  President, under  nim  to 
ihecoIlectDrs,io  arrest  and  detain  the  properly  of 
the  eiiizeaa  on  suspicion  ;  wilb  regard  to  ihe  ei- 
cmpiioo  granted  to  the  eolleetors  irom  actioDs  ai 


law,  or  civil  process  in  consequence  of  their  con- 
ducl  under  instructions  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  and  with  regard  to  the 
aaibority  given  the  President,  to  delegate  the 
power  to  whomsoever  he  might  please — local! 
inio  .actual  service  the  militia  of  the  United 
Slates,  without  reference  to  the  State  authori- 
ties— he  considered  them  as  principles  totally 
hostile  and  repugnant  to  the  feelings  and  all  the 
political  institutions  of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  L.  saidj  he  knew  Ibat  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates  was  the  paramount  law  of  the 
land,  but  be  also  knew,  that  Constitution  possess- 
ed only  the  powers  that  were  given  lo  ii,  and 
thai,  as  well  as  the  several  Slate  constitutions,  it 
was  predicated  upon  the  same  broad  principles  of 
civil  and  rational  liberty — principles  which  can- 
not  be  infringed  in  a  free  country;  for  in  whatever 
country  these  principles  are  violBled,  that  country 
ceases  (o  be  a  free  one.  Among  these  principle! 
are  the  following : 

All  men  have  certain,  natural,  essential,  and 
inalienable  rights — and  among  them,  the  right  of 
enjoying  and  defending  their  rights  and  liberties  ; 
of  acquiring  and  possessing  and  defending  pro- 
perty. 

Each  individual  of  the  society  has  a  right  to 
be  protected  by  it,  in  the  eojoyraeol  of  his  life, 
liberty, and  property,  according  to  standing  law*. 

Every  man  ought  to  fiod  a  certain  remedy  by 
having  recourse  to  the  laws  for  all  wrongs  done 
his  person,  property,  or  character;  be  ought  to 
obtain  right  and  justice  freely  and  without  being 
obliged  to  purchase  it — promptly,  and  without 
delay. 

Every  citisen  has  a  right  to  be  secure  from  alt 
unreasonable  searches,  and  seizures  of  his  person, 
his  house,  his  papers,  and  all  his  possessions. 

Laws  made  to  punish  for  actions  done  before 
ibe  eiiiteoce  of  such  laws,  and  which  have  not 
been  declared  crimes  by  preceding  taws,  are  un- 
just, oppressive,  and  Incoasistent  with  Ebe  funda- 
mental principles  of  a  free  Gtorernmeot. 

The  military  shaH  be  kept  in  entire  subser- 
viency to  the  civil  power. 

In  Iree  Governments,  the  Legislative,  the  Ju- 
dicial, and  Executive  branches  ought  forever  to 
be  kept  distinct,  in  order  that  they  may  be  Gov- 
ernments of  laws,  and  not  of  men. 

Now,  sir.  (said  Mr.  L.,)  it  appears  to  me,  b^ 
ibis  bill,  tnat  every  one  of  these  principles  I*' 
violated. 

Instead  of  the  citizens  being  subject  to  standing 
laws  perspicuously  formed,  and  which  promnl- 
gaie  offences  before  punishment  is  inflicted  for 
Ihe  commission  of  them,  by  this  bill  ihey  may  be 
made  to  suffer  not  for  crimes,  but  for  lawful  and 
commendable  actions  performed  in  Ihe  usual 
course  of  their  ordinary  business,  many  months 
before  such  a  law  as  this  was  even  thought  of. 
Instead  of  their  being  placed  under  the  dominion 
of  a  Government  of  laws  and  not  of  men,  they 
may,  by  this  bill,  be  subjected  to  the  arbiirary 
will,  whim,  caprice,  malevolence,  miscoosirac- 
tion,or  misinformation  of  an  individuali  aBd,Hr. 
L.  said,  it  made  no  difference  in  opinion,  wbetkat 
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tbia  indiridual  were  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  a  collector — they  were  bolb  humHO 
beia^and  aa  mucb  liable  to  error;  the  priociple 
being  mdically  wroog  io  itself,  the  person  acting 
under  it,  could  not  saoction  it. 

Instead  of  ibe  citizens  obtaining  justice  prompt' 
If  and  wilboul  delay — iaatead  of  (heir  being  able 
to  6ad  speedy  redress  for  all  wron^  done  to  their 
persons,  tbeir  character  and  iheir  property — in 
consequence  of  the  attacks  of  the  soldiery,  of  an 
onfouaded  imputation  to  violate  the  laws  of  tbeir 
country,  or  an  undue  arreiiation  and  deteation 
of  their  properly — a  shield  was  interposed  be- 
tween ifaem  and  the  immediate  wrong-doer — they 
eoold  not  come  into  legal  contact  with  him.  The 
Uws  had  lost  their  office  witb  regard  to  collec- 
tors. And  if  it  were  poiuible  to  conceive,  that  a 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  from  miscon- 
•ttuciioD,  from  inattention,  mistake,  mental  de- 
rangement, or  corrupt  views,  could  give  unau- 
thorized instructions  to  the  collectors,  and  the 
citizens  were  to  suffer  leverely  under  tbem ;  Mr. 
L.  Nid,  it  appeared  Io  him,  ihai  the  only  course 
ihey  could  pursue  to  obtain  rediess,  was  to  insii- 
tnteasuit  against  the  incumbent  or  the  indivi- 
dual who  might  be  in  the  office  of  ihe  President, 
•nd  with  this  suit  to  travel  on  from  the  disirici 
court  10  the  circuit  court,  from  ihe  circuit  court 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  from  Passamaquoddy  to 
Washiitgton — and  after  dnociog  attendance  sev- 
eral montha  at  ibis  city,  if  they  were  successful 
in  the  issue  of  the  suit,  and  were  also  so  fortunate 
as  to  have  a  very  liberal  jury,  they  might  stand 
•ome  chance  to  gel  a  verdict  in  iheir  favor,  with 
or  without  one  half  the  value  of  ibe  loss  of  their 
time  and  the  expenses  of  the  prosecution. 

Instead,  said  Mr.  L.,  of  the  military  being  kept 
in  siricl  subordination  to  the  civil  authority — in- 
alead  of  the  three  great  branches  of  QoveromenE 
being  kepi  for  ever  distinct,  it  apppsred  to  him. 
that  the  military  was  exalted  above  the  eifii 
power;  that  the  three  distinguishing  features  of 
free  Oovernmeot.  the  Legislative,  the  Judicial 
and  the  Executive — instead  of  their  being  kept 
forever  separate — were  b^  this  hill  amalgamated 
and  absorbed  by  an  individual,  who  on  the  slight- 
eat  citeumitances  in  nature,  on  Iriflei  light  as 
air,  gels  his  suspicions  excited ;  on  ifaese  suspi- 
cions he  forms  in  npinionj  on  which  opinion  be 
passes  judgment,  and  ibis  judgment  be  is  author- 
ized to  carry  into  effect,  against  perhaps  ho  un- 
offending citizen,  with  the  whole  military  force 
of  the  United  States  within  his  district,  if  it  be 
necessary  for  him  to  employ  ii. 

ThisilBleof  things,said  Mr.  L.,  cannot  be;  he 
meant  not  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  geotle- 
man,  but  he  mnst  speak  freely  on  the  subject ; 
pTtDciples  of  Ibis  sort  appeared  lohim  more  nearly 
allied  to  the  bow-siring  discipline  of  ■  Turkish 
despotism,  than  to  tbe  pure  and  wholesome  laws 
of  a  free  and  elective  Republic.  The  entire  con- 
viclioa  which  gentlemen  might  feet  in  their  own 
miods,  that  the  person  to  whom  these  powers 
were  given  would  not  abuse  tbem,  ought  to  form 
DO  excuse  for  enacting  such  laws ;  ihey  were  not 
legislating  for  themselves  alone,  but  abo  for  pos- 


terity. If  there  were  no  other  objections  to  the 
bill  under  consideration,  it  contained  precedents 
of  tbe  moi>t  dangerous  tendency,  which  might  in  ' 
future,  if  not  at  present,  be  perverted  to  the  worst 
of  purposes.  Fur  these  reasons,  Mr.  L.  said,  be 
was  opposed  to  tbe  bill,  and  he  hoifa  hoped  and 
trusted  it  never  could  nor  would  pass  into  a  lav 
of  the  United  States. 

When  Mr.  Lloto  had  concluded,  on  molion, 
by  Mr.  Bkaolet,  ihe  bill-was  recommitted  to  tbe 
original  committee;  and  Messrs.  CBAwroan  and 
TnauaTOH  were  added  to  tbe  committee,  further 
to  consider  and  report  ihereon. 

TnfievAT,  December  SO. 


a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  auihorizing  tbe  payment 
of  ceriain  pensions  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  al 
the  seal  of  Ooveromeal/'  in  which  tfaey'iequeit 
the  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  secoad 
reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  commiliee  to  whom  wis 
recoromiiied  ihe  bill  making  further  provision 
for  enforcing  the  ernbargo,  reported  ameodmeats, 
which  were  agreed  to  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole;  and  the  bill  was  further  amended,  and 
the  PREaiDENT  reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  the  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  deiermined  in  the  affirmative. 

''         WEOHEBDA.r,  December  21. 

The  PaeeinENT  communicated  the  petition  of 
Eunice  Hunt,  widow  of  the  late  Thomas  Hunt, 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  first  regiment  Uni- 
ted Stales'  infantry,  stating  the  "  numberless  dis- 
tresses of  indigence  to  which  she  is  exposed,  in 
a  remote  corner  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
Stales,"  and  praying  such  relief  as  may  to  Con- 
gress be  deemed  proper;  and  the  petition  was  read 
and  referred  lo  Messrs.  Mitchili.,  FaiKELiN, 
and  SnMTEB,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  commiliee  appointed 
on  the  13tb  instant,  to  asceiiain  and  report  the 
expenditures  and  probable  estimaiea  in  relation 
10  the  public  buildings  io  the  Ciiy  of  Washing- 
which  was  read  for  considera- 


ton,  made  report; 

Mr.  MiTcniLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authori- 
zing tbe  President  to  employ  an  additional  num- 
ber of  revenue  cotters,"  reported  an  amendmeotj 
which  was  read  and  ordered  lo  lie  for  considera- 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  pensions  by  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  at  the  seal  of  Government,"  was  read  tbe 
second  time,  and  referred  lo  Messrs.  Anderson, 
TirriN,  and  Robinbom,  to  consider  and  report 
ihereon. 

Mr.  Tiffin,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  enforcing  the 
embargo  correctly  e  ' 
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_e  from  the  Hoaae  o(  RepreseoIatiTes 
iDforaied  ibe  SeQHie  thai  ihe  HoQ^e  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  -Aa  act  Tor  the  relief  of  William 
White  and  others;"  also,  a  bill,  eaiiiled  "Ad  act 
aaihoriziDzthe  proprietors  of  squares  aod  lots  ia 
theeitr  orWasliiiigioa  to  have  the  same  subdi- 
Tided  and  admitted  to  record;"  in  nhicb  bills 
tbey  request  the  coocurrence  of  the  Senata. 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  bill  makioff  further  prorisioa  for  eafor- 
ciiv  ibe  embargo  was  read  the  third  timej  sod 
ibe  title  baring  been  ameoded — 

Ur.  GiiJis  said,  I  aia  seasible  that  I  owe  an 
apologj  la  ihe  Senate,  as  (haiimaD  of  the  com- 
mitieCgfor  not  bftviog  made  an  esposiiioa  of  the 
objects  and  principles  of  the  bill,  reported  for 
comideratioD,  at  aa  earlier  stage  of  ihe  discus- 
HOD.  This  omission  has  not  in  (he  smallest  de- 
cree been  influenced  by  aoT  appreheitsion,  that 
liiese  principles  are  iDdefeasible  ;  but,  in  some  de- 
pee,  from  a  desire  to  screen  myself,  as  muck  as 
passible,  fioin  intermixing  in  discussions ;  a  task 
which  is  neTer  agreeable,  but  is  at-  present  pecu- 
liarly distressing  and  afflicting  to  my  feeliagf .  I 
also  tboDght  (hat  the  session  had  already  bcea 
rafficicDUy  fruitful  of  discussions  inticnately  con- 
necietl  with  tbe  bill  beforo  us ;  and  that  the  public 
interests,  at  this  time,  required  action.  I  know, 
loo,  sir,  thai  I  owe  an  apology  to  Ihe  Senate,  for 
(be  great  number  of  aneadmeats  which,  under 
their  indulgence,  has  been  made  to  this  bill  after 
it  was  first  presented  to  their  consideration.  But, 
sir.  you  will  find  some  apology  in  the  iniriasic 
liiScalty  and  delicacy  of  (he  subject  itself,  and 
also  in.  the  disposition  manifested  by  the  commit- 
tee, to  giTe  to  the  objections  made  by  the  oppo- 
neal*  of  the  bill,  that  lespeclful  attention  to 
which  many  of  them  wrre  cerlainlyentitled,and 
10  aceomraodate  its  proTiaions,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  liie  views  of  those  gentlemen.  After  every 
eSirt,  however,  to  effect  ihii  object,i(  siiU  ap- 
pears that  the  bill  presents  lempiaiions  for  ad- 
dreaMBg  the  popular  leDsibiliiy  too  strong  lo  be 
nsisied  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition.  They 
haT«,  fteeoniingly,  with  great  zeal  and  ability, 
described  the  prorisiooi  of  the  b(tl  as  dangerous 
and  alarming  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  (he 
pevple.  This,  sir,  is  the  common  course  of  op- 
posiiioa,  and  applies  to  every  strong  measure 
reqnirittf  the  exercise  of  much  Executive  discre- 
tion. I  think,  however,  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
thai  th««  is  DO  new  principle  coniained  in  the 
provisions  of  that  bill ;  but  that  e>ery  provision 
it  contain*  is  amply  justified  by  precedents  in 
pre-existing  la wi,  which  hare  not  been  found  to 
Msodestruclive  to  the  rights  of  ihe  people,  as 
getkllemen  strenuously  insist  similar  provisions  in 
thit  bill  will  be,  if  (hey  receive  the  sanction  of 
l*v.  In  performing  this  task,  I  shall  brin^  into 
Tiew  only  snch  pat(s  of  the  bill  as  bare  been  ob- 
jeeied  lobr  gentlemen,  presuming,  that  as  their 
abjections  bare  evidently  been  the  result  of  great 
indastryand  deliberation,  all  other  parts  of  the 
bill  remain  unobjectionable.  I  shall  also,  per- 
hapi,  avoid  some  of  the  observatioBi  respecting 
10th  CoK.  2d  Skss.— 9 


minute  details;  apply  my  remarks  generally  to 
principleti  and  thus  being  my  observations  and 
replies  into  aa  short  a  compass  as  possible. 

The  gentlemau  from  Conoectlcul  (Mr.  Gooi>- 
-■"hJ  commenced  liis  rematlts  by  declaring  (be 


abroad.  These  observations  have  been  repeatedly 
made  by  others,  and  already  replied  to  by  several 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  myself ;  and  I  am  slreogth- 
ened  in  the  corteciness  of  thope  replies  by  all  tho 
further  reflections  1  have  been  enabled  to  bestow 
Upon  them.  This  part  of  the  subject  will,  there- 
fore, be  passed  orer  without  further  notice,  ex- 
cept to  remark,  (bat  perhaps  one  of  the  cansesof 
the  inefficBcy  of  the  measure  abroad,  has  been 
the  unprincipled  violations  of  its  prorisious  st 
home;  and  the  great  and  leading  object  of  th* 
present  bill,  is,  to  prevent  such  violations.  Upon 
this  p^rt  of  the  subject,  I  am  happy^  lo  Gnd  that 
one  of  its  most  strenuous  and  judicious  opposen 
(Mr.  Hillhouse)  has  candidly  informed  (he 
Senate,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  admi- 
rably eaUulaled  to  effect  that  object — and  if  in 
(heir  practical  operation,  they  should  realize  the 
character  anticipated  by  that  gentleman,  I  shall 
feei  no  regret  for  that  portion  of  labor  1  hare  be- 
stowed upon  them.  Indeed,  I  shall  coogratolate 
(he  comniittefi  as  well  as  myself  in  having  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  find  a  competent  remedy  for  so 
great  au  evil. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Qooi>^ 
biob)  informs  us,  tbat  the  public  conneili  are 
pressing  on  to  measures  pregnant  wilh  the  most 
alarming  results.  I  hope  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken in  his  apprehensions,  and  I  should  hav% 
been  much  pleased  if  the  gentleman  had  been 
good  enough  to  point  them  lo  ■  better  course ; 
but,  sir,  he  has  not  done  so,  nor  has  any  gentle- 
man  on  the  same  side  of  the  question.  Indeed, 
sir,  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  do  fome* 
thing  that  would  be  agreeable  to  our  ElaslerD 
friends;  but,  unfortunately,  amidat  all  the  inlrib- 
sic  difficulties,  which  press  upon  as,  that  seenu 
not  to  be  among  the  least. of  ihem.  The  gentle- 
men themselves  will  not  explicitly  tell  us  what 
woold  produce  (he  effect — and  1  am  inclined  to 
think  that  nothing  short  of  putting  the  OoTetn- 
ment  in  their  hands  woold  do  it.  Even  thia 
would  not  be  exempt  from  difficulties.  The  gen- 
tlemen from  that  part  of  the  United  States  are 
nearly  equally  divided  among  ihemselres  respect- 
ing the  proper  course  of  measures  lo  be  pursued, 
and  there  is  an  immense  majority  in  ever;  other 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  faror  of  the  meas- 
ures proposed ;  we  are  therefore  snrroundad  with 
real  and  intrinsic  difficulties  from  every  quarter, 
and  those  of  a  domestic  nature  are  infinitely  the 
most  formidable,  and  most  to  be  deprecated.  In- 
deed, nir,  under  present  circumstances,  the  admiD- 
istration  of  the  Oovernment  cannotbe  a  pleasant 
iBskj  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  requires  a  great 
effort  of  patriotism  to  nndertake  it,  not  on  ac- 
count of  external  pressures,  bu I  on  account  of  In- 
ternal discontents,  stimulated  too  by  so  many 
art&l  intrigues.    But  for  these  uufortinwie  oi»- 
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GUmstaoces,  every  gerlleman  would  feel  an  hon- 
onble  pride  Id  cootribuiing  bis  efforts  to  deTise 
measures  for  repelliog foreign  aggressions,  and  be 
would  court  tbe  reuponsibilily  atlacbed  to  bis 
•Ution.  I  would  not,  Mr.  Presideiit,  sive  up  a 
•cinlillii  of  lb  at  portion  of  tbe  reiponsibility  which 
the  crisis  imposes  on  me.  ludeed,  sir,  to  have  the 
honor  of  bearing  my  full  share  of  it,  is  the  only 
InducemeDC  I  have  at  this  moment  for  occupying; 
«  place  on  ibis  floor.  Without  that  eoasideraiioo 
I  should  now  be  in  retircmeui.  But  when  I  turn 
my  eyes  upon  internal  dirisioos,  diiconienls,  and 
TiolalioDs  of  law,  and  am  compelled  (o  think  of 
measures  for  their  suppression,  it  produce!  the 
most  painful  seniatEotis,  and  iHiiressiDg  reflec- 
tions. 

The  gen  tie  man  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Qood- 
bich)  has  been  pleased  lo  remind  me  of  my  op- 
position to  former  Adminictraiions;  and  he  has 
thought  proper  lo  assign  me  a  higher  place  in 
the  tanks  of  the  opposition  than  I  ever  aspired 
10.  If  the  gentleman  will  review  the  proceed- 
ings of  former  days,  he  will  probably  find  that 
my  opposition  was  directed  more  to  tbe  objects 
contemplated  by  former  AdminisiratioDs,  than  to 
the  mean*  of  effecting  objects'  generally  ap- 
proved. 

[Mr.  QooDRicB  rose  to  explain.  He  said  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  refer  to  the  geailentan's  op- 
position to  those  Administrations  generally,  but 
to  the  transfer  of  legislative  powers  to  the  Execu- 
tive pariieularty.] 

I  understood  llie  gentleman  differenlly,  but 
■tand  corrected  bv  his  explanation,  and  will  waive 
the  intended  reply.  1  am  now,  however,  unwil- 
ling to  lock  into  retrospection  ;  it  could  only  pro- 
dace  an  unpleasant  and  unprofitable  examination 
—it  it  DOW,  IS  it  has  been  Irom  the  befifinning  of 
the  ssBsion,  my  unceasing  effort  to  lake  a  pros- 
pective view  of  measures — I  would  rather  follow 
the  example  of  a  celebrated  Roman  conqueror. 
It  was  his  maxim  always  to  forget  the  last  defeat, 
Knd  to  turn  his  whole  thoughts  upon  the  best 
means  of  obtaining  victory  in  the  next  battlr 
Stimulated,  then,  sir^  solely  by  a  solicitude  to  dii 
cover  what  the  public  interests  prospectively  r< 
quire,  I  will  proceed,  with  the  most  respectful 
■tteution  to  the  geollemen  in  the  opposition,  to 
examine  the  objections  urged  against  this  bill, 
both  generally  and  particularly. 

The  great  principle  of  objection,  the  gentlemen 
tell  uf,  eonsista  in  the  transfer  of  legisiative  pow- 
ers to  the  executive  department.  This  is  an  old 
and  abstract  question,  often  heretofore  brought 
inloi,view,  and  leads  to  endless  discussion.  1 
think  1  shall  be  able  to  show,  tbai  the  bill  intro- 
dnces  no  new  principle  in  this  respect,  but  only 
applies  an  established  principle  to  new  practical 
ODjecle.  The  general  principle  of  tbe  separa- 
tion of  departments  is  generally  admitted  in  the 
abstract;  out  the   difficulties   in   this  discussion 


o  fix  on  the  precise  boundary  line  between  tegi 
laiire  and  executive  powers  in  their  practical 
operation.    This  ii  not  possible.    Yon  might 


tempt  tbe  search  for  the  philosopher's  ctone,  or 
the  discovery  of  the  perpetual  motion,  with  ax 
much  prospect  of  success.  The  reason  of  this 
difficully  is,  that  the  practical  objects  and  events, 

10  which  this  abstract  principle  is  attempted  to  be 
applied,  are  perpeiuaily  varying,  according  to 
the  practical  progression  of  human  affairs,  and 
therefore  cannot  admit  of  any  uniform  standard 
of  application.  Thisrefleationmight havesaved 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr,  Llotd) 
the  trouble  of  reading  to  us  the  conslituiion  or 
bill  of  rights  of  Massachusetts,  in  which  th« 
principle  of  separation  of  departments  is  verr 
clearly  end  properly  laid  down,  and  which  will 
be  very  readily  assented  to  in  the  abstract,  bat 
which  forms  no  part  of  the  question  in  dispute. 

11  cannol,  however,  escape  observation,  that  this 
principle  is  not  laid  down,  even  in  the  abstract,  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates;  and,  al- 
though it  is  the  leading  principle  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  probably  was  tbe  jtrioeipal  guide  ta 
its  formation;  il  is  nevertheless  in  severarreepecla 
departed  from. 

This  body  partakes  essentially  both  of  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  powers  of  the  GoTem- 
ment.  Tbe  executive  department  also  partakes 
□f  the  legislative  powers,  as  far  at  least  as  an  ap- 
probation of,  and  a  qualified  negative  of  the  laws 
extend,  &,c.  I  make  these  observations,  however, 
not  in  derogation  of  the  general  principle  of  the 
separation  of  powers  among  the  several  depart- 
ments, so  far  as  is  practicable,  bnt  merely  toshoir 
thaLthere  must  necesMrily  be  some  limitations  in 
its  practical  operaEioo.  Perhaps  the  best  general 
rule  for  guiding  our  discretion  upon  this  subject 
will  be  found  toconsistin  ibis:  That  legislatioa 
ought  to  eiieod  as  far  as  deSnition  is  practicable 
— when  definition  stops,  execution  must  oecesaa- 
rily  begin.  But  some  of  tbe  particular  pro  vision  a 
of  this  bill,  will  furnish  more  precise  illusiratioJiB 
of  my  opiuioDS  upon  this  question  ;  it  will,  there- 
fore, be  waived  until  I  shall  come  lo  theu  con- 
sideration.. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  more  par- 
ticular abjections  urged  against  the  detail  of  tbia 
hill.  Its  provisions  respecting  the, coasting  trade 
are  said  to   be  objectionable  in  the  follomof 

First  objection— The  penalty  of  the  bonds  r»- 

3uired,  is  said  to  be  excessive.  To  enable  na  t(» 
ecide  correctly  upon  this  point,  the  object  pro- 
posed to  be  effected,  and  the  penally  required, 
should  he  considered  in  reference  to  each  other. 
The  object  is  to  prevent,  by  means  of  coastioe 
vessels,  domestic  articles  from  being  carried 
abroad.  Flour,  for  instance,  to  tbe  West  Indies. 
Tbe  price  of  that  article  here,  is  less  than  fire 
dollars ;  in  the  West  Indies,  it  is  said  to  be  thirty 
and  upward.  The  penalty  of  the  bonds  required 
is  six  times  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo.  Is  any  evilleman  prepared  to  say,  a 
smaller  penalty  wiirefleci  the  object'?  I  preauma 
noL  Indeed,  the  committee  were  disposed  to  pat 
it  at  the  lowest  possible  point,  consistently  with  an 
effectuation  of  the  object;  and  probably'  it  is 
rather  too  low  for  that  purpose.    As  to  the  pen- 
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ally,  aecordiDg  lo  the  tonnage  of  tcsmIs,  it  h  he- 
lieved,  no  slceralioD  ia  the  existing  laws  ia  mxle 
in  ifaat  respect.  These  penalties  will  appear  the 
more  reatotiahie,  when  it  ii  reeollecled.  thai, 
ihrougb  the  iadulgGDce  given  of  the  coasting 
trade,  must  af  the  riolaiions  of  the  embargo  laws 
bare  been  conlrired  and  effected. 

Second  objection — The  collectors  may  be  in- 
fluenced bj  parljr  spirit  in  the  exercise  a(  their 
diaeretioB.  It  is  hoped  that  thit  will  not  he 
the  ea«e,  and  if  it  were,  ii  would  certainly  be 
much  lo  be  regretted.  It  may,  however,  proba- 
bly happen,  and  is  one  of  the  inconreniences  or 
ifae  system. 

Third  objection— The  high  penalties  or  the 
boads  will  drive  many  person!  of  smnll  means 
iFom  their  accustomed  occupations.  They  will 
■ot  be  >bte  to  procure  the  comnetent  security  for 
iheir  prosecaiioD.  It  is  not  to  be  presnmed  that 
diis  will  be  the  effect  to  any  great  extent.  IF  the 
owner  is  known  to  be  honest,  and  has  in  riew 
Legal  and  honest  objecis,  I  have  very  little  appre- 
heasiao  of  his  not  being  able  to  get  the  security 
ifquired.  But  here  thequesiioo  recurs,  are  these 
apprehended  inconveniences  of  such  a  nature  as 
10  render  it  necessary  lo  abendoo  a  great  national 
object,  for  the  ■ccommodaiion  of  a  few  individu- 
al! wba  are  affected  bythem?  Is  the  last  effort 
to  preserve  the  pence  of  the  nation,  to  be  abandon- 
ed from  these  considerations?  I  sbould  conclude, 
certainly  not. 

Tbe  next  abjections  are  made  to  tfie  seventh 
feeliim  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  stress  of 
weather,  and  other  aoavoidabte  aceidenU  al  sea, 
shall  not  be  given  in  evidence  in  a  trial  at  law  to 
save  thepenalty  of  bonds  given  as  security  against 
the  TiolaiioD  of  the  embargo  laws. ,  It  is  known 
that,  thraogh  pretexts  derived  from  this  permis- 
sion, «i  present,  most  of  the  violations  of  these 
kwa  have  been  committed  with  impunity — it  fs, 
therefore,  important  to  the  future  execution  of  the 
liW9,  to  lake  away  these  pretexts.  Bnt  it  is  oh- 
jectetl  that  this  rwulaiion  manifests  a  disirusE  of 
oaths.  It  does,  of  what  is  called  custom-house 
oatks ;  tbeir  violaiioa  is  already  almost  prover- 
tHal*,  it  doe*  not,  however,  produce  nor  encourage 
tlus  proSigacy ;  it-  takes  away  the  temptation  to 
it.  It  is  farther  said,  it  impairs  the  trial  by  jury — 
▼ery  far  from  itj  the  trial  by  jury  still  exists;  this- 
jirovinoD  only  r^ulales  the  evidence -to  be  pro- 
duced before  the  jury.  Gentlemen  state  particu- 
lar hardships  which  may  take  place  under  this 
rq^alation.  It  is  easy  to  state  possible  bardshipi 
naderany  general  regulalion;  but  they  havenevei 
been  deemed  sufficient  objections  to  general  regu- 
latioDS  producing  in  other  respects  beneficial  re- 
salts-  This  bill,  however,  contains  a  provision 
for  triief  in  all  cases. of  hardships  under  the  era' 
bargo  laws.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  i; 
aolborbed  to  grant  relief  in  all  such  cases.  This 
power  vested  in  the  Secretary,  is  also  objected  to. 
it  is  said  10  manifest  a  distrust  of  courts,  and  to 
transfer  their  noweri  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreasuiT.  Whatever  may  be  my  distrost  of 
•ome  (tf  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  I  can 
•ay  ^M  eonaideraiioD  furnisiied  no  inducement 


this  provision.  It  is  a  power  not  suited  to  the 
organization  of  courts,  aiM  it  has  for  a  long  lime 
heeo  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
without  being  complained  of.  Congress  pro- 
ceeded with  great  caution  on  this  subject.  On  the 
third  day  of  March,  1797,  they  first  iniroduced 
this  principle  into  their  laws,  in  relation  to  Iba 
collection  of  the  revenue)  and,  afier  an  experi- 
ment of  nearly  three  years,  on  the  eleventh  dar 
of  February,  1800,  they  ma<te  the  law  perpeiual. 
This  will  appear  from  the  12ih  sectioD  of  Ihia 
bill,  which  merely  borrows  (his  provision  from 
pre-eiisiiog  laws.  It  iniroduces  no  new  principle 
whatever.  This  doctrine  is  carried  Mill  further, 
by  an  act  passed  the  third  of  March,  1807,  in  the 
eighth  volume  of  the  laivs,  page  31S  : 
"  An  Ad  to  prflvent  setUemsnts  being  made  on  lands 

ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  suthorizBd  by  law. 

"  And  it  shall  moreover  be  lawfiol  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  direct  Ibe  Msishal,  or  officer 
acting  as  Mushal,  in  the  manner  hereinailer  directed, 
and  alio  to  take  such  other  measures,  and  to  employ 
inch  military  force  as  he  may  judge  necesiarj  end 
proper,  to  remove  Irom  lands  ceded,  or  secured  to  the 
United  Stfttee  by  treaty,  or  ceeaion  as  atbreiBid,  any 
person  or  persons,  who  shall  hereafler  take  possesaioii 
of  the  same,  or  make  or  attempt  to  mako  a  settlement 
Aerean,.  until  anthorised  by  law." 

Here  the  President  is  authorized  to  use  the 
military  force  to  remove  settlers  from  the  pnhlie 
lands  without  the  intervention  of  courts;  and 
the  reason  is,  ibst  the  peculiarity  of  the  case  ia 
not  suited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts,  nor  would 
their  powers  be  competent  to  the  object,  nor,  in- 
deed, are  cooris  allowed  lo  interfere  with  any 
claims  of  individuals  a^ainBt  the  United  States, 
but  Congress  undertake;  to  decide  upon  all  such 
cases  fioally  and  perempiorlly,  without  the  Inter- 
vention of  courts. 

This  part  of  the  bill  is,  therefore,  supported 
both  hj  principle  and  precedent. 

Whilespeakiog  of  the  distrust  of  courts,  I  bopa 
I  may  be  indulged  in  remarking,  thai  individual- 
ly my  respect  for  judicial  proceedings  is  materi- 
ally impaired,  I  find,  sir,  that  latterly,  in  soma 
instances,  the  callous  insensibility  to  extrinsic  ob- 
jeets,  which,  in  limes  past,  was  ihoughi  ihemosi 
honorable  trait  in  the  character  of  an  upright 
judge,  is  now,  by  some  courts,  entirely  disrespect- 
ed.  It  seems,  by  some  judges,  to  be  no  longer 
thought  an  ornament  to  the  judicial  character, 
but  is  now  substituted  by  the  most  capricious  hb- 
sibiliites. 

Justice  was  formerly  painted  blind,  as  a  proper 
emblem  of  this  hooorable  iosensihility  to  exieroal 
objects;  but  modern  justice  mi^ht  more  properly 
be  represented  by  Ihc  most  bright-eyed  soddesa 
of  the  whole  Pantheon — tremhlioglv  alive  to 
ibe  influence  of  all  external  objecis,  and  so  renleia 
with  irritable  feelings,  as,  upon  some  occasions, 
to  approach  almost  to  hysterical  affection).  When 
judges  so  far  forget  the  true  character  and  dignity 
of  (heir  stations,  judicial  proceedings  cannot  Ion; 

Reserve  the  respect  heretofore  attached  to  them. 
he  next  objections  are  made  against  the  nintk 
section  of  the  hill;  ii  is  in  the  foQowing  words : 
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«  That  UiB  collecton  of  >U  thn  diitricU  of  Ihe  Unit- 
ad  SUtoB,  ahall  and  they  are  hereby  guChoiimd  to  take 
into  their  custody  specie  or  any  articles  of  ilomeatic 
gronth,  produce,  or  manuracture,  irhen  there  ii  reason 
to  belieie  thai  they  are  intended  for  eiportntion,  or 
■nhen  in  Tenets,  carta,  wagoai,  sleighs,  or  any  other 
c»rriaaB,  or  in  any  manner  apparently  on  their  way 
toward  the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  the  Ttcin- 
itj  thereof,  or  toward  a  place  whence  such  orticles  are 
intended  to  be  exported ;  and  not  to  permit  such  arti- 
dea  to  be  removed  until  bond  with  luffieient  (ureties 
■hmll  have  been  giien  for  the  lending  or  deliTery  of  the 
Mme  in  lome  place  of  the  United  Stales,  whence,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there  shall  not  be  any  dan- 
ger of  such  articles  being  exported.'.' 

The  ohjeclion  is,  that  it  violates  the  Tourib  ar- 
ticle of  Ihe  BinendmenLi  to  the  Constitution  ;  that 
article  is  in  the  rollowing  words : 

"  Abt.  4.  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secnre  in 
their  peTBODs,  houses,  papen^  and  efTecU,  against  un- 
tMsonable  searches  and  Eeizuree,  shall  not  be  violated  ; 
no  warrants  shall  issue,  bnt  upon  probable  cauae,  aup- 
pnted  by  oath  or  efSrination,  and  particularly  describ- 
ing the  place  lo  be  searched,  and  the  peraona  or  things 

If  this  section,  or  any  other,  violated  ll)ii  or 
any  other  article,  word,  or  letter  of  the  Coustito- 
tioD,  the  bill  would  drop  unsupporied  from  my 
hands.  The  oalrquesiion  which  arises  between 
this  section  and  the  rourlh  article  of  the  Consti- 
tution is,  whether  the  seizures  here  authorized 
ate  reasonable  or  unreasonable?  I  believe  thai 
every  person  will  conclude  that  when  properly  is 
intended  to  be  used  to  violate  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  accommodate  their  eacmles, 
that  it  ought  to  be  seized,  and  the  object  of  its 
owner  prevented  ;  such  seizure,  therefore,  cannot 
be  deemed  uoreasonable,  and  of  course  not  un- 
constitutional: as  to  searching,  there  is  no  power 
whatever  in  the  section  given  to  enter  into  houses, 
DOT  (0  search  them,  either  with  or  without  a  war- 
rant,neither  in  the  day,  nor  in  the  night  lime, 
and  of  course  the  clause  respecling  searches, can 
ill  no  respect  whatever  apply  to  this  section. 
Seizares.  under  less  imperjous  circumsiaace^,  are 
justified  by  all  your  revenue  laws,  &c.,  and  as 
one  case  in  point  among  others,  I  would  beg  to 
r«ad  an  extract  from  tbe  fourth  volume  of  laws, 
aection  69^  page  389: 

"An  Act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  dutiei  onimporte' 
and  tonnage. 

"  Bic.  68.  That  every  collector,  naval  officM,  and 
•orveyor,  or  other  persons  specially  appointed  by  either 
of  them  for  that  parpose,  shall  have  Aiil  power  and  au- 
ttloHty  to  enter  any  ship  or  veasel,  in  which  they  sh^l 
have  rtaeon  to  snapect  any  goods,  wares,  or  mcrchan- 
diae,  subject  to  duty,  ere  concealed,-  end  therein  to 
■■arch  for,  seize,  and  secure  any  aucb  goods,  wares,  Di 
merchandise,"  &c. 

I  have  never  heard  of  any  complaint  from  this 
mode  of  proceeding  in  collecting  the  revenue,  and 
there  certainly  ougnt  (o  be  none  against  a  similar 
provision  for  enforcing  a  due  observance  of  the 
embargo  laws. 

It  is  Mid  this  section  violates  Ibe  fifih  article 
of  the  ameadoients  to  the   Conslilution.    The 


ihow  that 


ding  of  this  article  will  be  sufficient  to 

reference  10  anv 

question.    It  is  in  the  fol- 


)tthei 


part  of  this  set 
lowing  words: 

No  person  shall  be  held  lo  answer  for  a  ca{Htal  or 

!T  intamoos  crime,  unless  on  a  preaentmenl  or  in- 
dictment of  a  grand  jory,  except  in  cases  arising-  in  th« 
land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual 
service  in  lime  of  war  or  public  danger ;  nor  shall  any 
person  be  subject  for  the  same  oflhnce  to  be  twice  pot 
in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb,  nor  shall  he  be  compelled  ia 
any  criminal  csao  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor 
be  deprived  of  lile,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  proper^  be  taken  ibr 
pnblio  use  without  just  compensation." 

No  private  property  is  proposed  by  thisseclioa 
to  betaken  for  public  Use,  either  with  or  without 
compensation,  but  merely  that  It  should  be  held 
for  ibe  owner  until  he  should  give  seauriiy  that 
he  would  not  thereby  violate  the  law.  Ibegleare 
to  refer  to  a  ease  in  point  tojusiify  this  provision. 
It  is  in  the  sixty-nioih  section  of  the  revenue  law 
just  read,  fourth  volume,  page  390;  the  words  are 
as  follows : 

"  Ssc.  69.  That  all  goods,  wares,  and  mercbandiM, 
which  shall  be  seized  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  put 
into  and  lemeiD  in  the  custody  of  the  collector,  oi  such 
other  penon  aa  he  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  natil 
such  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  by  this  act  are  re- 
qubed,  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  have  baeo  for- 
feited or  not,"  Ac. 

The  seventieth  section  ofibe  same  act  ezleads 
the  doctrine  of  seizure  for  the  violation  of  the  law 
still  further.     It  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"  asG.  TO.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
officers  of  the  eoatoms  to  mske  suzures  of,  end  seenr* 
any  ship  or  vessel,  goods,  waxes,  or  merchandise,  which 
shell  be  liable  to  sebure,  by  virtue  of  this  or  any  other 
act  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  revenue,  which 
is  now  or,  may  hereafter  be  macled,  as  well  without  ae 
within  their  respective  districts." 

The  most  alarming  objeciions  are  suggested  to 
be  contained  in  the  following  clause  of  the  teiilh 
section  of  the  bill: 

"Sec.  10.  i4niJ£eif/i<rfA<rfiiac(aif,  Thatthepovr- 
ers  given  to  the  collectors,  either  by  this  or  any  other 
act  mspBcting  the  embargo,  to  detain  any  vessel,  or  to 
lake  into  their  custody  any  articles  for  the  purpose  vf 
preventing  violations  of  the  embsifo,  shall  be  eierdoed 
in  conformity  with  such  iuatruction*  as  the  President 
may  give,  and  lUch  general  rules  as  he  may  {tfeseribo 
for  that  purpose,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
aforesaid ;  which  initructions  and  general  rules  tha 
collectors  shall  be  bound  lo  obey." 

This  clause  merely  provides  for  the  transfer  of 
powers  previously  Rivea  lo  the  collectors,  to  the 
President,  for  the  purpose  of  producing,  as  far  as 
practicable,  uniformity  and  impartiality  in  their 
exeeuiinn.  It  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected 
that  ingenuity  itself  could  have  found  an  objec- 
tion to  this  provision.  But  it  is  said  that  thia 
clause  gives  the  President's  instructions  the  force 
of  law.'  It  certainly  dues  in  lelalion  to  the  ob- 
jects to  which  they  are  directed  and  limited. 
What  are  these  objects]  They  are  incidental 
occuiiences  arising  in  the  course  of  the  ezectilion 
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of  tke  embargo  laws,  which  c<in  aeilher  be  fore- 
«eea  nor  goarded  againKt  by  t^ialalion  jd  ho^ 
other  w*y-  becaoM  they  are  incapable  of  defiai- 
Uoo  ;  cfais  provtsioD  rtliies  lo  erenls  Bod  details 
not  io  ezisieDce,  but  which  may  probably  happen; 
ercDCa  and  details,  therefore,  incapitiJe  of  defini- 
tion, and  of  course  cannot  be  reached  by  legisU' 
twn  without  the  aid  of  the  executive  department. 
This  ease  serves  to  illustrate  the  general  princi- 
ples 1  before  laid  down  respecting  the  transfer  of 
lefiiiaiive  powers  to  the  executive  departnienL. 
Butjtir,  as  great,  stresi  has  bren  laid  upon  this 
obiNiioa  bf  lt»e  oppooeuU  of  the  hill,  permit  me 
to  enmiiie  this  doctrine  in  reference  lo  the  pre- 
exiiiing  practice  of  this  Qorernment  with  more 
miaote  atteDiioD.  Io  this  examination  it  will  be 
foond.  ibat,  at  all'  times,  since  its  establish  me  ot, 
wbeD  it  had  an  nbject  in  view  which  could  not 
be  defined,  and  of  course  could  not  be  reached  by 
legitUlioD,  it  has  called  io  the  aid  of  executive 
discretioa  for  the  purpose,  Bomelime*  with  more, 
and  sometiioes  with  less  limitation  and  rrstric- 
tion.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  call  attention,  sir, 
to  the  act  of  the  last  oessioa  of  Congress,  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  oaspend  io  whole  or  in 
part  the  teveral  embargo  laff*,  in  the  following 

"  An  Act  to  anlboTiie  the  Prsitdent  of  the  United 
States,  Dader  cerlun  iMtrictions,  to  suipend  the  Op- 
«ratioa  of  the  act  laying  an  cmbBrpi  on  all  ihipa 
and  leaals  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Stata*,  and  the  aeveral  acta  ■applementary  thereto, 
*■  Be  il  tnaeled  by  the  Senate  imd  Home  of  Reprt- 
tmtatiai»  of  the  United  Statei  of  America,  in  Can- 
grea  atembled,  That,  in  the  BTsnt  of  inch  peace  or 
autpeiuian  of  hoalilitSes  between  the  belligerent  Pow- 
n«  of  Earope,  w  of  mch  changes  in  their  messures 
alfectiiig  neutral  commerce,  a*  nsT  render  that  of  the 
United  States  sufficieotly  safe,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
l^ctidelit  «t  the  United  Stitet,  ha  is  hereby  authorized, 
dDrins  the  reoeaa  of  Congress,  to  suspend,  in  whole  or 
in  ymrt,  the  act  laying  an  embargo  oit  all  ships  and 
iCHOla  ia  the  pnrta  end  bsrbon  of  the  United  States, 
■ad  thaaceral  acta  liipplenientary  thereto,  under  such 
ciceptinaa  and  reatricliona,  sod  on  such  bond  and  ae-. 
eaiity  being  given  as  the  public  ioteiesl  and  circam- 
■tanocBof  the  case  may  appeal  lo  require.  ProTided 
sa^  aaqmision  (hall  not  eitend  beyond  twenty  days 
after  the  next  niMting  of  Congroas. 
"  Anrovod,  SSd  April.  1B08." 
The  principle  upon  which  this  bill  passed,  was, 
that  il  [elated  to  an  event  not  in  existeoCF,  btit 
which  might  have  occurred  during  ilie  recess  of 
Congress;  and  if  it  had  taken  place,  it  would 
hare  been  all  important  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  that  the  suspension  of  rhe  embargo  should 
lake  place  in  consequence  oribefaappeningof  the 
coatemplated  events.  Congress,  therefore,  after 
cztendia^  legislation  ae  far  as  it  could  do  in  de- 
fining the  circumstances  in  which  the  sospeosion 
might  take  place,  did  not  hesitate  to  trust  to  ex- 
ecutive discretion  for  making  the  necessary  de- 
eisiaas  and  arran^ments  respecting  all  other 
ei  renin  nances  which  might  occur,  but  which 
eould  not  be  foreseen ;  Because  ihev  depended 
apoD  the  will  of  foreign  nations,  wbicn  could  nei- 
ther be  anticipaied  nor  controlled.    But,  air,  per- 
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haps  gentlemen  will  be  inclined  lo  distespe 
precedent,  because  it  was  adontci 
sanction  of  ibeir  votes.  I  will,  therefore,  turn 
their  attention  to  a  precedent,  sanciionpd,  I  be- 
lieve, by  the  unanimous  voles  of  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  and  certainly  by  the  votes  nf  tha 
gentleman  from  Uonneciicut  (Mr.  HrLLUocsc) 
and  myself,  and  approved  by  the  then  President 
(Gen.  Washington.)  I  allude  to  an  act  which 
pasted  ibe  House  of  Representatives  oo  tbe  30tb 
May,  1794,  in  the  following  words — approved  the 
4lh  June: 

"An  Act  to  authorize  the   President  of  the  United 
Statu  to  lay,  regulate,  and  revoke  embargoca. 
'  Be  it  entKted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Xepre- 


Hlatei  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anthoriied  and  empower- 
ed, whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  puUic  safety  diall  ao 
require,  to  lay  in  embargo  on  all  ship*  and  vcHets  ill 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  upon  the  ships  and 
veesels  of  any  foreign  nation,  under  such  ragalations  as 
the  drcumstances  of  the  osse  may  reqaire,  and  to  con- 
tinue or  revotie  the  same,  whenever  he  shall  think  pro- 
per. And  the  President  i>  hereby  fully  authorized  to 
give  all  such  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
ai  may  bo  necessary  lo  carry  the  seme  into  full  effect: 
Provided,  The  authority  aforeaaid  shall  not  be  exer- 
cised while  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  bs  • 
in  session,  and  any  embargo,  which  may  be  laid  by  the 
President  aa  aforeaaid,  ahsll  cease  and  detarioine  in 
fifteen  daysfrom  the  actual  meeting  of  Coogresi,  next 
after  laying  the  same. 

«8ic.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  ad 

—    ndbe  in  force  until  fifteen  daya  after  tha 

of  the  next  session  of  Congresa,  attd 

-FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  MUHLENBERG, 
"  Speaker  of  the  Houtt  of  ReprttentativeM. 
"  RALPH  IZARD, 
"  Preeident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore- 
"AppiDVed,  June  4th,  17B4. 

"GEO.  WABHINOTON, 
•■  PTftident  of  the  United  StaUe." 
This  act,  giving  the  President  the  most  unqual- 
ified powers  to  lay,  regulate,  and  revoke  embar- 
Koes,  Was,  I  believe,  passed  unaoimously  b^  both 
Houses  of  Congress;  hut  as  I  was  unwilling  tt» 
trust  to  my  recollection  upon  this  point,  I  havo 
had  relhrence  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  that  day,  for  more  precise  in- 
formation, and  I  dad  the  yens  and  nays  were  not 
called  for  upon  the  passage  of  the  biili  the  strong 
presumption,  therefore,  is,  that  there  wa&  no  op- 
position to  its  paEisage.  The  following  is  the  ex- 
tract from  the  Journals: 

Journal  of  the  Houee  of  Rtpreientalivee  of  the  United 

Staiee,  3d  Congreu.fint  eetnon,  page  376. 

"  An  engrossed  bill  anthoriiing  Ihs  President  of  tha 

United  States,  to  Uy,  regulate,  and  revoke  embaigoea, 

WRs  read  the  third  time. 

"  Retohed,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  be,  an  act  to  autboriu  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  lay,  regnlata,  and  revoke  embargoaa. 

■•  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  thia  Honee  do  canjr 
the  aaid  bUl  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concnr- 
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I  aUo  God,  fiom  tbe  funb«r  mapection  of  the 
/ouroals  of  that  day,  tliat  Tery  little  Cfrcmooy 
was  used  in  laying  embargoes ;  it  was  tbeo  done 
by  reioluclons,  wiiboui  even  tbe  foimality  of  a 
bill,  and  ibe  President  anthocized  lo  ^ive  all  the 
aeeetsaij  instiuclions  for  carrying  il  into  effect, 
'eren  during  tbe  session  of  Congress.  The  fol' 
lowing  is  tbe  original  resoluiion  for  lay  log  an 
embargo : 

Jbumal  of  third  Congrut,  firtt  teuton,  paga  31 B-I7, 
"  Rualved  by  the  Senate  and  Hbute  of  Repretenla- 
tUet,  4t.,  That  an  ambBigo  be  laid  on  all  ahipi  and 
VMula  in  tha  ports  of  the  United  States  bound  to  inj 
toietga  part  or  place,  for  the  term  of  tbiTty  daja,  and 
that  no  clearance  be  runiiihed  during  that  time  to 
•nj  ahip  or  tmhI  bound  to  a uch  foreign  port  or  place, 
except  ships  or  Tessela  under  tbe  immediate  directionB 
«f  tlie  Prciident  of  tbe  United  Sutei';ind  that  the 
Freadent  of  tbe  United  BtaUi  be  aQtboiized  to  giTS 
.  tiich  inslructioDa  to  the  rsTcnue  officers  of  the  United 
StatM  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  ibr  carrying  the  said 
(MolnUoD  into  foil  eflect. 

-  ApproTsd,  S6th  Much,  ITH." 
I  find,  also,  upon  a  further  examination  of  the 
Jouraals,  tbac  sundry  memorials  from  the  raer- 
cfaants  were  nreseoled  for  ihe  continutiioQ  of  tbe 
embargo,  ano  among  others,  one  from  the  iahab- 
^  itanis  of  the  town  of  Salem,  as  appears  from  ihe 
following  eiCraci; 

Journal  of  third  Coagre*t,Jlrtt  tettion,  page  339. 

"  A  memorial  of  tha  inhabitants  of  the  lowu  of  Sa- 
lem, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  wu  presented  lo  the 
House  and  read,  prajing  a  further  eontinuation  of  the 
embargo  laid  on  ihips  or  Testcjs  in  the  United  Stslea, 
tound  to  anj  foreign  port  or  place." 

I  have  read  these  proceedings  to  show  that  (he 
same  terrific  alarms,  respecting  embargoes,  were 
not  circulated  ihrough  trie  country  in  the  year 
1794,  which  now  are,  because  there  were  then  no 
objects  for  sucb  an  ezcilemeat.  The  history  of 
thpse  times  will  also  show  tbe  principle  upon 
which  Congress  gsTe  to  the  Preaident  unlimited 
powers  to  lay  embargoes, at  liis  discretion,  during 
their  recess.  It  is  known  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  British  hoMile  orders  against  our  commerce 
in  1793,  during  the  session  of  1794,  Mr.  Jay  was 
aent  to  London  to  demand  redress  from  (he  Brit- 
ish OoTernment  for  tbe  injuries  done  (o  our  com- 
merce uodcr  those  orders,  and  lo  make  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  all  the  diflcrences  between'  tbe 
two  countries.  Il  was  beliered  by  Cungress  that 
if  the  mission  did  not  succeed,  war  might  proba- 
bly be  (he  consequence  of  its  failure,  and  as  tbe 
result  would  probablybeknown  during  the  recess, 
Congress  did  not  hesitate  to  give  to  the  President 
full  power  10  protect  our  commerce  and  seamen 
by  an  embargo,  from  the  danj;cra  to  which  both 
would  hare  been  Mposed  in  the  event  of  It  war 
with  Great  Britain.  Upon  what  principle  was 
this  unlimited  power  girenl  Why,  eimplyupon 
this,  that  the  event,  upon  which  its  exercise  was 
to  depend,  was  not  in  existence,  bat  might  poAsi- 
blf  exist,  and,  therefore,  was  incapable  of  defini- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  of  legislation ;  and  yet 
Ihe  exercise  of  the  power  in  cue  of  the  happen- 


,       „  .    nsable  to  tha 

common  defence  and  general  n 

At  that  time  ihe'nat ion  acted  from  a  just  sen»« 
of  its  own  interest  and  honor.  It  was  considered 
as  tbe  cause  of  this  nation,  against  a  foreign  ns- 
tioD.  It  was,  then,  the  irresistible  effort  of  an 
uodirided  nation.  It  must  be  admitted  by  all, 
that  tbe  British  Orders  of  1793,  did  not  present 
to  us  Ibe  dangers  and  difficulties  resulting  from 
the  combined  inflnence  of  the  British  Orders  and 
French  Decrees  of  the  present  day.  Whence, 
then,  this  sad  rcTerse  in  oar  public  couocils? 
Whence,  then,  these  unfortunate  and  alarmiae' 
internal  divisions  1  These  evils  can  only  be  as- 
cribed (o  par(ir  spirit.  Porlunately  at  (hat  day, 
tbe  Onited  States  were  not  distracted  and  tora 
asunder  by  party  spirit.  Unfortunately,  at  the 
present  day,  this  baneful  influence  seems  to  hare 
become  so  inreteraie,  so  lost  (o  i(a  own  in(ereBE 
and  honor,  as  to  be  willine  to  seek  a  temporary 
and  ruinous  protection  under  foreign  aggressors, 
rather  ih.an  to  unite  in  any  measures  (oresistand 
repel  their  ngsreE  '~~ 

Gentlemen  bai 


0  object 


the  clause  for  the  protection  of  the  public  offi- 
cers from  vexatious  suitsforlbe  discharge  of  their 
duties.  I(  is  believed  that  this  proriston  is  not 
only  correct  in  itself,  but  that  it  exists  in  tbe  lam 
of  the  several  States  and  in  the  laws  of  the 
Union  J  tbe  only  reply,  therefore,  that  1  shall  make 
to  this  suggestion,  will  consist  in  rettding  the 
clause  objected  to  in  this  bill,  and  a  similar  clause 
in  the  existing  laws: 

Hxlraet  from  the  bill, 

"  And  if  any  action  or  suit  be  brought  against  any 
collector,  or  other  person,  acting  under  the  direction  of 
and  in  pursuance  of  this  set,  he  may  plead  the  gener*! 
issue,  and  give  Ihii  act  and  the  instructions  and  regu- 
lations of  the  President  in  evidence  for  his  juatificatiois 
and  defence." 

Extract  from  one  of  the  txitting  taioi, 

"Sic. 71.  That  if  any  officer,  or  other  person,  exe- 
cuting or  aiding  or  aasiMing  in  the  seimre  of  goods, 
■ball  be  sued  or  molested  for  anything  done  in  virtus 
of  the  powera  given  by  this  act,  or  by  virtue  of  a  war- 
rant granted  by  any  judge  or  jnatice,  pursuant  to  law* 
■uoh  officer,  or  other  person,  may  plead  tbe  general 
issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  spedsl  matter  in  evi- 
dence ;  and  if  in  such  suit  the  plaintiff  is  nonsuited,  or 
Judgment  pass  against  him,  the  plaintiff  shall  recover 
double  costs  ;  and  in  actions,  sutti,  or  infoimaliaaa  t» 
be  brought,  where  any  sniiure  shall  t»  made,  ptUBuant 
to  tbia  act,  if  the  proparty  be  claimed  bj  any  permlia 
in  every  inch  caaa  ^le  onus  probandi  shall  bs  upon 
■uch  claimant." 

The  gentleman  from  Conneciicut,  (Mr.  Good- 
RicBj)  not  content  with  finding  fault  with  tbe 
provisions  of  the  bill,  has  ventured  to  give  it  a 
general  character.  He  has  ventured  to  call  it  k- 
"  military  despotism."  This,  surely,  would  be  a 
most  alarming  mark  to  stamp  on  (be  forehead 
.of  this  bill.  If  true,  the  bill  wuuld  certainly  be 
left  without  an  advocate.  But,  sir,  before  1  enter 
into  an  examination  of  this  harsh  and  uncharita- 
ble suggestion,  permit  me  to  ask  what  is  the  aiiu.^ 
Btion  of  the  United  States  at  this  moment  as  it 
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erenUare  makinf^  war  on  Ibem  ;  when 
ihe  enpnEial  allnbutra  of  □atiaoBl  sovereignty 
■re  atiempted  lo  tM  forcibly  wresied  froni  ihem. 
The  most  that  KQ  be  Mid,  if  we  are  at  all  at 
peace,  is,  that  it  ia  a  psace  like  wur,  and,  is  inv 
JiulgmeBt,  would  aalborize  the  adoptioa  uf  any 
meainrr,  which  would  be  juiiified  in  a  slate  of 
w>i.  And,  in  the  event  of  war,  are  we  to  expect 
to  meet  with  litUe  cavils  and  difficulties  of  this 
kind,  with  every  measure  which  may  be  proposed 
fertkeaBDOyanceof  thecominoDeDeiny?  I  hope 
B<H,iir.  If  we  should,  UDforluoately,  oe  driven 
into  war  after  to  many  patient  efforts  to  aVoid  it, 
I  bope  and  trust  it  will  not  be  a  war  like  a  peace ; 
but  that  the  whole  eoerRy  of  the  nation  will  be 
broogbt  to  bear  upon  the  enemy  both  by  laod  and 
*ea — I  hgpe  the  war  will  be  vigorous ;  and  in  that 
case,  1  am  sure  it  will  be  short  and  successful. 
Let  me,  then,  sir,  under  lbii>  eiposiiion  of  our 
real  situatian,  examine  the  terrible  suggestion 
broaght  against  this  bill — what  is  it,  which  has 
doomed  It,  to  this  unwarrantable  reproach  7  The 
only  SMiion  which  bos  the  remotest  reference  to 
(he  use  of  military  force,  is  the  elevenih,  which 
U  io  ibe  follawiog  wordu : 

••  SBt.  11.  And  be  it  furthtr  aiaettd.  That  it  •hfll 
b*  WwM  lot  the  I>raideiit  of  the  United  Butts,  or  inch 
ottiar  pciwo  u  ha  Bhall  han  empoweied  far  that  pur- 
pomc,  to  toflaj  such  part  of  the  Uad  and  nival  forces, 
or  miJitis  of  the  United  States,  and  of  tba  Tenituries 
thereof  a*  n*;  be  deemed  necessarj,  iu  cooformitj 
wilh  the  pronnoiu  of  this  act  and  other  acts  respect- 
■Bc  the  embugQ,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
iOccal  departure  of  anj  ship  or  Tetaal>or  of  detaining, 
takioc  poeseasion  of,  and  keeping  in  custody  any  ship 
or  TOMtl,  m  of  taking  into  custody  and  gusrding  any 
spnrif  Dt  arftrles  of  domestic  pvwth,  produce,  or  man- 
a&cnie,  and  abo  for  the  purpoae  of  preventing  and 
■eppreasing  any  anued  or  riotous  assemblage  of  pei- 
■ooe  nsiitiiig  Uie  costom-boiue  officers  in  the  exercise 
of  tbeir  datieo,  or  in  any  manner  oppoetng  Iha  execn- 
lioa  at  the  laws  laying  an  embargo,  or  otharwise  sio- 
htms,  or  aaaialing  and  abettiug    violations    of   ^c 

It  will  be  found,  upon  examinatiaD.  thai  this 
teetion  contains  no  new  priueiplej  but,  like  others 
whieh  have  been  objected  to,  merely  applies  an 
old  piieeiple  to  n  new  object.  la  justification  of 
this  assertion,  permit  me -here  to  read  an  eiiracl 
from  an  act  of  Congress,  which  will  be  foand  in 
Ibe  seventh  rolnme  of  the  Laws,  page  365,  in  the 
followine  wqrds — they  will  be  fnued  to  be  pre- 
eL<«ly  Dtthe  same  import  with  the  material  words 
of  the  section  aodei  discussion  : 
"An  Act  for  the  more  eflecteal  preservation  of  peace 

in  tha  ports  and  barbon  of  the  United  States,  and  in 

the  waters  under  their  jurisdiction. 

•'iiK.6,Jiui  beil,  4e.,  That  whensoever  any  armed 
«CBd  of  a  (breign  nation  entering  the  harbors  or  wa- 
tcn  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
required  ta  depart  tberefraiD,  abiU  fail  so  to  do,  it  shall 
b«  lawfal  for  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  oi 
■neb  sther  person  ae  he  shall  have  emfoweted  for  that 
pmpose,  to  empley  sucb  part  of  the  land  and  naval 
Jam^rflbe  UniWd  Slalee,  or  the  militia  thereof,  aa  he 


to  depart,"  Ac. 

have  more  respect  for  a  precedent  in  1794,  whicl 
probably  received  the  sanction  of  the  votes  of  all 
those  then  in  Congress,  I  will  furnish  them  with 
one  of  that  date  expreuly  in  point  It  is  in  the 
following  words : 

Tiird  vo&ime  LaiiiM,pagt  K. 
"  An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 

certain  crimes  sgsinat  the  United  States.     Approved- 

tba  etfa  June,  1794. 

"  Sac.  7.  Be  it  matted,  4<,  Thsl  in  every  case  in 
which  a  veasel  shall  be  fitted  out  and  armed,  or  attempt- 
eil  so  to  be  fitted  out  or  armed,  or  in  which  the  force  of 
any  vesial  of  war,  cruiser  or  other  armed  vessel  ihall 
be  increased  or  augmented,  or  )□  which  any  mititaij 
eipedition  or  enterprise  shall  be  begun  or  set  on  loot 
contrary  to  the  prohibitions  and  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  in  every  case  of  the  capture  of  a  ship  or  vessel 
within  the  jurisdiction  or  protection  of  the  United 
Sistea,  as  above  defined,  and  in  every  case  in  which 
any  process  issuing  out  of  any  court  of  the  United 
States  shall  bo- disobeyed  or  resisted  by  any  person  or 
penons  having  the  custody  of  any  vessel  of  war,  cruia- 
er,  or  other  armed  vessel,  of  any  foreign  Prince  or  State, 
or  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  Prince  'or  State  ; 
in  every  sncb  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  or  such  other  person  ai 


the  militia  thereof,  a*  shall  be  jodged  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  possession  of,  end  detsining  any  such 

lUp  or  vessel  with  her  prize  or  prises,"  Ac. 
In  all  these  cases  the  priucinle  is  precisely  th« 

lame.  It  is  the  application  at  the  physical  fores 
of  the  nation  to  carry  into  effect  its  laws  in  dilTer- 
enl  forms,  according  lo  the  different  objects  jo  be 
effected  by  it. 

Bm,  sir,  ae  I  know  how  easy  it  is  to  alarm  the 
public  seosibiliiy  by  the  suggestion  of  ''  a  milita- 
ry despotism,"  without  examining  into  its  appli- 
-.bility  to  the  ease  in  question,  I  will  lake  the 
lerty  of  giving  a  short  history  of  the  nroeeed- 
ings  of  the  Qovernment  itt  relation  to  this  sub* 
jeet. 

In  the  year  1793,  shortly  after  the  establish* 
ment  of  the  Qovernment,  it  was  foreseen  by  Con- 
gress, that  a  state  of  things  might  exiit,  which 
would  require  the  physical  force  of  the  nation  to 
be  called  forth  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  innnrreetions,  and  repel  invasions.  At 
this  time,  however,  no  occasion  having  occurred 

]  render  n  resort  to  this  remedy  necessary,  cpd- 

iderahlc  precautioo  and  delicacy  were  manifesl- 
eil  in  making  the  provisions  for  this  object.  Ac- 
cordingly,  on  the  3d  day  of  Miy,  1792,  a  law  for 
this  purpose  was  passed?  It  is  not  necessary  now 
10  read  it,  but  mercty  to  remark^  that  it  was  ac- 
companied with  so  many  precautious,  and  coDse- 
quent  delays,  thai,  upon  the  first  ezperimeai  made 
under  its  provisions,  it  waa  found  to  be  inef- 
fectual. 

This 'occurred  in  the  Insurrection,  or  the  ap- 
prehended   insurrection    in    Feonsylvania,    and 

ihotdy  atUi  aa  act  was  paaud  for  lh«  nme  pni- 
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juat,  repelling  the  act  in  question,  and  di^pem 
with  nioslof  ilsdilalory  eeretoonies,  which  » 
found  rather  calculated  to  defeat,  than  to  effect 
4he  object,  in  the  event  o[  a  proiopt  and  furmida- 
ble  resistance.  &c.     This  act  contaiot  the  follow- 
iog  ampiig  olDer  provisions : 

Third  volume  Lawi.page  1S9. 
•■  An  Act  Tor  calling  forth  the  militia  to  ctecqIo  tfai 

Iiw(  of  the  Umon,  auppreu  innurectionsi  and  repel 

inTuioni,  Ac 

"  Sec.  1.  Thit  nbeneTer  the  lawi  of  tha  United 
Statea  shall  be  oppoHil  or  tho  elocution  thereof  ob- 
■tiucted  in  &nj  Slate,  by  combinationB  too  powerful  to 
be  soppreiaed  by  tha  ordinirr  conne  of  joilidal  pro- 
ceedings, or  by  the  power*  Tcated  in  the  msrshala  by 
this  act,  it  ihsU  be  lawfnl  fbr  the  PieaidcDt  of  the  Uni- 
ted Blates  to  call  forth  the  militia  of  lucb  State,  or  ol 
any  other  State  or  Stslea,  at  may  be  neceastry  to  sup- 
prcMsuch  coinbinationi,  and  cause  the  law*  to  be  duly 
eleeuted ;  and  Che  use  of  the  mihtia  to  be  called  forth 
nay  be  continocd,  ifneceuary,  until  the  eipiration  of 
thirty  days  sfler  Che  conunenccmeat  of  the  then  neiC 
•euion  of  CoDgresi. 

8ic.  2.  Provided  aheaye,  and  be  it  further  macltd, 
Thatwhenererit  may  be  necesisry,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  President,  to  nae  the  military  force  hereby  direct- 
ed to  bq  called  forth,  the  President  shall  forthwith,  by 
Proclamation,  command  mch  insiirgenta  to  diBperae 
and  retire  peaceably  to  their  reipectiTe  abodes  within  a 

It  canoot  etcape  obserTBtion,  sir,  that  die  au- 
thority given  to  the  Frestdent  M  call  out  ibc  force 
of  the  naiioD,  was  lioiiied  to  the  militia  only,  in 
both  the  laws  referred  to  ;  at  chat  time  such  were 
the  appteheasiontor  fears  of  employing  the  regu- 
lar laod  oi  naval  forces  for  lbs  purpose  of  execut- 
ing the  laws,  dec,  that  the  authority  to  employ 
them  for  that  purpose  was  actually  withheld 
from'  the  President.  But  subsequent  events  have 
taught  us  the  neceaiily  and  propriety  of  dismiss- 
ing sue  b  groundless  alarms.  It  waa  discovered 
by  the  insurrcelioD  of  Burr,  that  the  United  Slates 
might  be  attacked  and  threatened  bv  the  mostse- 
rioiu  dangers  in  parts  where  the  mi^ilia  could  not 
be  brought  to  act  with  effect,  and  it  was  rendered 
probable  that  the  most  exposed  and  defenceless 
partiwouldgenerally  become  the  objects  ofatiaek; 
sec ording I y,  Congress  did  not  hesitate  to  pass  a 
law,  I  believe  unanimously,  (at  least  1  recollect 
to  have  drawn  the  law.  and  do  not  recollect  any 
opposition  to  its  passage)  solely 'for  the  purpose 
of  authorizing  the  PresTar .—  A-r.^^ 


■ndoi 


■a  I  fori 


all  c 


I  he  \ 


previously  authorized  lo  call  out  the  militia.  The 
aci  is  in  the  following  words : 

Eighth  volume.page  311. 

■■  An  Act  authorizing  the  employment  of  tiie  land  and 

naval  forcea  of  the  United  Slates  In  cases  of  inanr- 

"  That  in  all  cases  of  insurrection  or  obstruction  to 
the  laws  either  of  the  United  Slatea  or  of  an  indiridual 
State  01  Territotj.  where  it  is  lawful  for  lbs  Pteiiident 
of  the  United  States  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 


purpose  of  suppresaing  auch  insorreetion  or  of  causing 
A»  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  b«  lawful  for  him 


la  purpoee,  aocb  port  of  the  land 


r  naval  force  of  ll^ United  States  as  dull  be  judged 


the  law  in  (bat  respect" 

In  all  ibese  cases  Congress  procpeded  upon  the 
rational  ground  of  applying  ihe  force  lo  ihe  ob- 
ject. It  ia  now  proposed  Co  proceed  on  the  same 
principle,  and  apply  the  fore  eta  existing  ubjecta. 
What  is  cbe  nature  of  theobstrnctions  tolbelnwa 
now  proposed  to  be  suppressed  7  Why,  eir,  the^ 
generally  are,  forcibly  seiziog  and  carrying  awsy 
from  the  custody  of  the  revenue  officer,  vessels  or 
oiher  property  seized  by  him  for  violating  the 
embargo  laws.  Ic  is  a  mere  scuffle  between  the 
revenue  officers  and  unprincipled  banditti  fur  the 
possession  of  property.     Now,  sir,  in  applying  the 

Sublic  force  to  this  object,  would  it  not  be  per- 
°clly  absurd  (o  require  that  ihe  President  should 
he  senc  to  from  ihe  extremes  of  the  United  Scales 
Co  issue  bis  Proclamation  coraraanding  Ihe  iustir- 
genls  CO  disperse,  dec.,  when  their  sole  object  ie  lo 
disperse  as  soon  as  Ihe  mischief  is  aecomplisihed  7 
This,  too,  would  be  almost  instantaneous,  Ic  cer- 
lainly  would,  sir.  This  is  surely  a  sCrooger  case 
Chan  the  one  which  called  forth  precisely  a  similar 
provisiun  in  1794,  for  seizing,  &c.,  vessels  intend- 
ed to  be  Gtled  ouC  BE  privateers  in  violaiion  of  the 
eiistiog  laws;  this  case  is  before  referred  to  in 
ibe  course  of  these  ohtervations.  The  neeeasitf 
and  propriety  of  this  rirovision  is  so  obvious, that 
the  i^plc  themselves  nave  discovered  Ihe  want  of 
it,  and  are  now  beginning  to  lender  their  service* 
for  enforcing  the  embargo  laws,  in  places  where 
they  have  witnessed  their  VLolation— and  shall 
Congress  be  deterred  from  aceeptiDg  this  the  hon- 
orabFe  and  patriotic  tender  of  their  services  ?    Ai 


of  ibe  people  of  the  town  of  .Marblehead,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts.   They  are  so  highly  hooorable  to  the 
patriotism, 'disinterestedness,   and  good  sense   of 
the  people  of  that  CoWn^  that  I  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent ibem  to  the  Senate  lo  Ihcir  own  words : 
"-At  a  meeting  of  the  fteeholders.  and  others,  iohabtt- 
anta  of  the  town  of  Marblehead,  legally  canvened  at 
the  Town-house,  in  said  town,  on  Tueaday,  the  7tli 
day  of  December,  1808,  athalf-paattwo  o'clock  in  the - 
aflemoon — Capt.  Richard  J amea,  Moderator. 
"The  following  reaolvea  being  read,  it  wu  unatii' 
mously  voted  that  they  pass ; 

"  Raohed,  That  the  town  continues  stAadfaat  in 
the  faith  that  the  embargo  law  naa  a  law  of  wiadom. 
and  that  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United 
States  are  entitled  and  iball  receive  our  warmest 
thanks  for  their  early  alCenlion  lo  the  ■independenoe, 
liberty,  and  just  rights  of  Che  Union,  and  particularly 
of  the  commercial  part  thereof. 

Retolved,  That  thia  town  will  nae  all  Ihe  enenj^  ■ 
they  possess  te  carry  into  fiilt  eflect  all  laws  the  prev- 
ent Congreas  have  or  may  ena'ct,  lor  the  support  of  our 
just  and  equal  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  agartaBt, 
the  nnjustiGable,  tyrannical,  and  imperial  orders  ami 
decrees  of  Ibe  bellrgerenl  Power*  of  Europe,  by  piiilliii 
to  our  country  onr  property  and  services. 
Voted,  a  committee  be  appointed  to  transmit  to  Jo- 
seph dtory,  Esq.,  our  Representative  in  Congresa,  th* 
doings  of  the  meeting. 

"  Votod,  Ihe  above  committee  consist  of  the  filayiw— 
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Semi 


iagpnsnu:     Capteiua   WUIiBai   Bterj,  Nalhaa   B. 
HartiB,  tad  JoHph  Pwlrick. 
«  Attfit ;  J.  PRENTISS,  Town  Cltrk." 

Upon  a  candid  renew  of  ihis  terrific  objeclion, 
1  tbink  I  ■m  warraaled  in  theconclusion,  that  the 
prarUioB  pRrtakea  nothing  of  the  character  of 
militarr  despotism — but  a  fullf  justified  both  by 
prioeiple  and  precedent. 

Still  rortfaeT  to  excite  oar  alarma,  iDtimaiJoas 
bare  been  ihrowo  out.  but  fainCtjr  I  aelcQawledee, 
Ihit  Ihe  embargo  laws  are  Qoconstilutionat.  AT- 
Ur  what  bad  taketi  place  upon  that  subject  in 
17M  bf  the  unanimoDS  cooseat  of  all  the  deparl- 
nwolx,  IS  irell  as  what  has  lately  been  decided 
BpM  in  ibat  respect,  I  reallv  should  have  been 
snrprispd,  in  entering  a  boaraiof  school,  to  have 
knn)  that  queilion  propounded,  tnerely  lo  try  the 
(kill,  or  wfaet  the  ingenuity  of  spouting  boys,  or 
lining  misses;  but  lo  hear  it  intimated  by  grave' 
legislators,  io  quest  of  -truth,  and  engaged  in  di- 
reeling  the  prBciical  operaliof  of  the  GoveTnin'mt, 
eren  loo  by  judges  and  lawyers,  is  to  me  really 
astonishing ;  I  am  aatonished  that  the  respect  they 
nnsi  feel  for  the  opinions. of  iheir  Bcquainlancei, 
IS  well  as  of  future  times,  could  not  deter  thein 
from  hazarding  themselves  Dpon  such  a  sugges- 
liou.  Bat.  sir,  I  fiod,  within  a  few  days  past,  the 
mental  optics  of  some  geDllemen  have  been  upon 
the  BtTcteh  to  discover  other  dot)bts,  which,  under 
tbe  D«nes  of  cfWiM  omiMna,  or  some  other  subtle- 
ties, are  (ransformed  into  realities,  so  formidable 
as  to  destroy  the  whole  eoeigy  of  the  ConsiitU' 
tioB,  and  arrest  completely  the  prieiieal  operation 
of  the  Gorernment.  I  allude,  sir,  to  the  supposed 
discovery  of  the  gentleman  from  Massac  husetts, 

tUr.  Li.OYi>,)  that  Congress  cOuld  make  no  regu- 
ttion  of  coBuaeree  between  the  ports  of  the  same 
Stale,  although  he  will  find  the  principle  sellied 
in  every  law  that  was  ever  passed  for  re^ulaiiog 
the  coasting  trade ;  that  the  same  principle  was 
formerly  decided  by  the  unaoiriious  vote  of  this 
body  only  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  with  not  more 
than  five  dissentients  in  the  other  House;  and 
even  ihey  migbl  have'  been  influenced  by  some 
erilaieral  coDsideraiioas,  when  it  is  also  consid- 
md,tfaat,  without  the  exercise  of  this  power,  sev- 
'  eral  of  ihe  most  imporijiiit  specified  powers 
wooM  be  rendered  wholly  nugatory.  Yes,  sir. 
'eTtry  speck  which  a  disturbed  imagination  had 
ao^osed  it  had  discovered  upon  the  horizon  of 
the  Coosiiiuiion,  is  now,  by  the  help  of  mental 
microscopes,  transformed  into  a  tremendous 
eload,  frangKt  with  dreadful  storms  and  horrid 
-  iboaders  -,  and  which,  in  its  destructive  course,  is 
to  tear  up  all  oar  ri|ghts  and  liberties  by  Ihe  roots  I 
Sir,  it  is  time  to  turn  from  sucb  unprofiiable  scru- 
tinies— it  is  time  to  bend  onr  thoughts  on  other 
ohjeeis — it  is  time  lo  face  the  pabiic  dangers,  and 
to  repel  them. 
The  last  tocsin  of  alarm  which  has  been  sound- 
-,  cd  npc^)  this  occasion,  is  tbe  suspension  of  the 
(  writ  of  habeas  corpus.*    We  have  been  reminded 


_    _.  ,inB,  for  a  limited  tisM,  in  oerlain 
,^.V    Beit  aiaeUd  bf  the  Senate  aitd  Houte  of  Btprt- 


of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  upon  that  sub- 

Sct,  and  the  fate  they  experienced  in  the  other 
oase.  lostend  of  tliis  circumstance  being  urged 
as  an  admonition  to  those  who  wish  to  see  the 
laws  respected,  and  lo  furnish  the  means  for 
causing  the  national  will  to  be  eiecaled,  it 
ought  to  be  a  caution  to  those  who,  with  tbe  most 
laudable  zeal  for  tbe  preservation  of  individual 
rights,  are  deterred  from  these  objects  by  popular 
suggestions.  I  thought,  by  this  lim^,  that  every 
man  of  common  impartiality  and  common  sense 
had  seen  in  subsequent  events  the  propriety  of 
that  measure.    I  rejoice  that  I  had  the  honor  of 

froposing  it,  and  always  regreired  its  rejection. 
ndulge  me,  sir,  with  a  very  few  ohservations  on 
this  subject.  The  Constitution  contains  but  one 
clause  respecting  this  writ  r  "The  privileges  of, 
'  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspend-' 
'  ed  unless  %hen,  ib  eases  of  rebellion  or  invasion, 
'the  public  safety  may  require  it."  I  presume 
that  every  man  in  the  United  States  will  now 
adroit  that  a  rebellion  did  exiat,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic safety  was  ia  danger;  no  Constitutional  ob- 
jection could  therefore  exist  to  tbe  bill,  and  when 
Hs  limitations  and  directions  are  observed,  wbicb 
appear  never  to  have  been  presented  to  publie 
notice,  I  presume  posterior  events  will  have  dem- 
onstrated its  propriety,  in  the  opinion  of  every 
candid  man  of  understanding  in  the  colnmunity. 
What,  Mr,  President,  have  been  tbe  consequences 
of  its  rejection  !  You  have  seen  your  judiciary 
publicly  held  op  to  the  world  as  a  spectacle  of 
disgrace.  You  have  seen  a  jtrry  sworn  to  try  an 
issue  in  a  criminal  case,  and  excluded  from  the 
privilege  of  hearing  the  most  material  evidence, 
upon  which  the  trial  of  the  issue  depended.  You 
have  seen  treason  go  unpunished.  And  you  have 
seen  the  eharacier  of  imbecility  given  to  oor 
Oovernmet)i,CBlcalated  to  excite  distrust  at  home, 
and  to  invite  contempt  and  attacks  from  abroad. 
What  would  have  been  the  probable  effects  of 
passing  the  bill?  Guilt  would  have  received  its 
just  reward.  The  publie  justice  woald  have  been 
appeased,  the  confidence  in  the  energy  of  the 
Government  would  have  been  preserved,  and  you 


tcnlatieet  of  the  United  Slate*  of  Amarica,  m  Coh- 
gmt  aitembUd,  That  in  ■]!  caaea  where  sny  person 
or  persons  charged  on  oath  with  treason,  nuBpriaioa  of 
treason,  or  other  high  ciioie  or  misdemeanor  endan- 
gering the  peace,  safety,  or  nGoltality  of  the  United 
States,  have  been,  or  shall  be  arrested  and  imprisoned 
by  virtue  of  any  warrant  or  authority  from  the  Presi- 
denl  of  the  United  States,  or  from  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  of  any  State  or  Territorial  govemoienl, 
OF  from  any  person  acting  onder  Ihe  diradtion  or  au- 
thority of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  priv. 
ilege  of  Ihe  writ  of  hstteau  corpus  shall  be.  and  Um 
same  hereby  is,  suspended  for  and  during  Uie  term  of 
three  months  f^om  and  aSUt  the  pass^e  of  Ihis  act  and 

Omca  or  tbi  Seckitibt  ov  thi  Sskiti, 
Janaarg  3,  1809. 
I  carti^  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  bill 
Ibat  paaud  the  Senate  on  tbe  33d  of  January,  IS07. 
SAMUEL  A.  OTIS,  Surttatif. 
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vould  have  beta  saved,  sir,  ihe  painful  mottifici- 
tion  or  beholding  the  most  atrocious  lieaton  stalk- 
ing Hnpunished  through  the  land,  triumpbiiig  in 
a  Becurity  iSbrded,  il  is  feared,  sir,  through  the 
hostile  propensiiivsof  the  judge  azaiost  his  own 
GoTerDmeal,  or  at  least  agaio^t  ine  admioiatra- 
tioo  of  hii  uwQ  GovernmeDt.  Yei,  sir,  and  if 
through  popular  ngggesiious  we  iibould  now  be 
dtireo  frois  affording  the  means  of  execuliog  Ihe 
embargo  laws,  the  consequeneei  will  be  the  more 
lo  be  regretted,  ai  the  erils  to  be  remedied  are 
much  more  rnrmidable.  Let  me,  then,  sir,  now 
inquire  into  (be  causes  of  the  violation!  of  the 
embargo  laws;  the  nature  of  the  oSences,  and 
the  descrlplioa  of  persons  engaged  in  their  com* 
mission.  The  original  cause  of  these  Tiolations 
^  is,  British  influence.  I  do  not  mean  to  apply  this 
'  observation,  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  any  gen- 
tleman in  the  opposition  to  this  bill~I  believe 
those  gentlemen  are  perfectly  exempt  from  this 
influence.  I  merely  speak  of  British  influence  as 
a  fact  which  eiUts,  as  an  incident  attache<l  to  so- 
ciety, and  of  course  ought  to  be  guarded  against. 
It  is  a  fact  notoriously  known,  that  as  soon  as 
the  British  Qoveromeot  was  apprized  of  the 
measure  of  tlie  embargo,  an  order  was  issued  in- 
viting our  citizens  to  riolaie  the  laws  by  offering 
to  receire  and  protect  their  tesvels,  although  they 
•hould  leave  our  pons  without  the  customary  pa- 
per»,  engage  in  a  lawless  trade,  and*  thus  at  least 
to  assimilatB  ihemseWes  to  pirates.  It  is  also 
known,  that  the  British.  Ooretnment  has  agents 
io  most  of  our  seaport  towns  for  purchasing  up 
supplies  for  its  fleets  and  armies.  That  there  a 
also  British  merchants,  and  British  capital,  co 
nected  with  unprincipled  Americans^  engaged 
the  Tiolation  of  the^e  laws.  Yes,  sir,  unprini 
pled  Americans  hare  been  invited,  tbroagh  these 
means,  to  engage  in  this  scandalous  iraOic.  And 
what,  sir,  Ir  ibe  nature  of  the  oflenees  they  hare 
been  induced  to  commit  1  Is  it  treason  1  No,  sir 
but  il  partakes  essentially  of  its  character.  If*, 
instead  of  an  incipient,  we  were  la  an  actual 
■tale  of  war,  it  would  be  treason,  and  treason  of 
the  basest  sort.  It  is,  losay  the  least,  a  base  aban- 
donment of  erery  honorable  and  patriotic  senti- 
ment. Is  it  bribery?  Il  certainly  partakes  of 
(hat  character.  Il  is  riolaling  the  laws  of  our 
eoUDiry,  and  co-operating  iu  counteracting  their 
effects  upon  our  enemies  for  the  sake  of  money, 
regardless  of  consequences.  Is  it  perjury  1  Yes, 
■ir,  it  is  io  most  cases  perjury  in  its  essence,  and 
subornation  of  perjury  in  all.  Yet,  sir,  the  au- 
thors of  these  offences  and  those  who  counte- 
nance and  adrise  the  commi^ision  of  them,  hare 
the  impudence  to  talk  of  moral  and  religious  ob- 
ligations !  Are  these  the  individuals,  sir,  who  are 
to  be  treated  with  so  much  tenderness?  Are 
these  the  offences  which  are  to  be  proclaimed 
legal  and  Consiitutiooal  1  That  they  bare  coa- 
quered  tlie  Constitution,  and  cannot  be  controlled 
by  itsprorisioDs?  If. sir,  weshouldbe  drirenby 
our  fears  from  affording  the  means  of  executing 
the  embargo  laws,  in  what  situation  should  we 
■land  before  the  nation  and  the  world  T  We  have 
j«t  atid  we  will  not  foi  (be  pieteut  repeal  (lieie 


nfurn 


B  then 


a  Etander  upon  the  Constituiion  I  Wbstai 
upon  Ihe  frameraof  it  1  What  an  insult  to  the 
people  who  adopted  it  1  And  what  will  the  peo- 
ple say  lu  all  this  7  What  is  the  general  senti- 
ment at  this  moment?  It  is,  enforce  yonr  em- 
hargo  laws  or  repeal  them.  And  are  we  about  to 
tell  them  that  the  Constitution  contains aomeana 
for  executing  the  aaiiooal  will  when  fairly  pro- 
nounced upon  legitimate  objects?  Or  are  we  to 
tell  them  that  the  Constitution  does  afford  tbe 
proper  and  necessary  means  forexeculing  the  na- 
tional will,  but  that  we  are  either  afraid,  or  do' 
Dol  knovr  how  to  call  them  into  action  1 

Sir,  those  who  assert  that  the  Consiiitiiion  la 
defectire  in  this  respect^  either  do  not  understand, 
or  they  misrepresent  its  provisions.  They  nei* 
ther  breathe  the  spirit,  nor  speak  the  language  of 
the  Constitution.  «ir,  I  feel  for  this  instrumeat 
ihe  most  sacred  reneration.  And  with  this  Con- 
stituiion in  my  hand,  and  its  precepts  in  tay 
heart,  I  am  now  ready  and  willing,  in  its  owa 
spirit  and  language,  to  furnish  the  means  necessa- 
ry and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  a  great  na- 
tional and  Constitutional  object — for  carrying  into 
effect  the  embargo  laws — and  thus  to  makeaiaat 
effort  to  prenerre  the  peace  of  the  nation- 
Mr.  PicKBRiHO  said,  the  le^at,  the  Constitu- 
tional, and  the  commercial  objections  tx>  the  bill 
under  consideration,  hare  been  stated  by  Ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Cooneclicui,  and  my  colleague,  and 
enforced  by  reasons  which  lo  me  appear  irresisti' 
bie.  But  if  their  slatements  were  as  incorrect  aa 
ihey  are  true;  if  their  reasoning  were  as  doubtful 
as  il  is  irrefragable;  and  if  the  rigorous  provis- 
ions of  the  bill  were  carried  into  execution — not 
by  the  marshal  aided  by  the  pof*e  ctrntatut  or 
mililia.  according  to  former  safe  and  wholesooaa 
usages,  but  by  tbe  standing  army,  by  the  regular 
troops,  who,  as  despotism  seema  now  advancing 
with  rapid  strides,  may  soon  become  the  prato- 
riaa  guards  of  the  Palace;  it,  I  My.  the  provia- 
ions  of  this  bill  should  be  perfectly  executed,  and 
the  embargo  be  rendered  "complete" — the  ques- 
tion, the  important  question,  still  recurs — What 
good  will  it  do  our  country  ?  How  will  it  pro- 
mole  the  public  welfure?  Shall  I  be  again  (old, 
whai  originated  at  ihe  Palace,  and  has  been  a 
thousand  limes  repealed  by  its  supporters,  thai  it 
has  saved  our  seam«D,  our  vessels,  and  oiir  mer- 
chandise? Wheo  every  man  who  will  open  his 
eyes  must  see  that  the  position  is  unfounded,  and, 
inai,  when  assigned  as  the  motive  for  laying  Ibe 
embargo,  has  been  demonstrated  lobe  a  delusion  7 
Yes,  sir,  it  is  still  insisted  on,  that  if  out  vessels 
w^re  permilieU  to  go  out,  they  would  all  be  swept 
from  the  ocean  !  I  am  astonished  at  the  confi- 
dence with  which  eenilemen,  laying  high  claims 
lo  information  anddiscernment, continue (o make 
this  assertion. 

Oo  a  former  day,  by  exhibiting  lists  of  vessels 
which  had  been  safely  sailing  on  (he  high  se»a, 
and  the  mnderaie  ra(e  of  inaurance,  I  demonsira- 
ted  that  tbe  tlanger  ao  raoch  ulked  of  was  fieti- 
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iious--that  it  did  noi  ejcJiL  1  recollect  ibai  ihe 
gCDtlcoiaii  froni  Yirgiaia  (Mr.  Oileb}  has  since 
lOf^sEed,  thai  the  calcuUiioos  of  my  mercaolile 
frieaJ(Mr.  Tliarndike)  of  (be  rates  of  iasuraDce 
mutt  be  incorrett ;  that  now  iDsurances  were  low. 
beeatrae  "the  Freoeb  have  no  Inducements  to 
feod  QUE  privateers  to  depredate  upon  our  conl- 
lneiee,aB  lonr  as  the  embargo  rcstraiu)  it  williin 
OUT  puts."  To  sny  Dothing  of  the  multitude  of 
English  merchant  vessels,  sufficient  to  excite 
Freaeb  enpidity  and  lust  for  plunder,  I  will  ob- 
•erTe,ihat  my  mercantile  friend  possesses  as  acute 
naiire  disceranieat  as  tbe  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, aad,ia  mercantile'  knowledge,  is  most  ua- 
qaeiiionably  his  superior.  My  fiend's  calcola- 
lions  do  not  look  back;  ibey  ate  prospective; 
formed  on  the  risks  to  be  run,  if  tlie  etabargo  be 
Minoved,  and  the  sails  of  our  metcbaol  vetseU 
beagaia  spread  on  tbe  sea. 

But  m»  the  gentlemaa  alike  disregards  such  cal- 
euIktioDs,  and  the  facts  appearing  at  several  inati- 
laace  offices  (and  among  men  of  plain,  practical 
DndeTstandiag,  tbeae  would  be  resorted  to  as  sour- 
ces of  correct  information;)  seeing,  I  say,  tbe  gv n- 
tleman.from  Virginia  is  not  satisfied  with  this 
testtCBODy,  why  did  be  not  advert  to  an  authority 
which  be  holds  in  the  highest  respect,  the  auibo- 
rily  of  the  Fresidenl  and  Secretary  of  State? 
They  bare  said,  that  Bonaparte's  Berlin  Decree 
wu  an  "  empty  loenaee,"  aad  that  "  France  was 
withont  the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect 
against  tbe  rights  and  obligations  of  neutral  tia- 
lioDs."  But  this  alsa  tbe  gentLeman  passes  by. 
Let  me,  then,  meat  ion  one  more  statement. 

In  the  Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present 
Kmionof  Coagress,  the  President  iafotmed  us. 
that  his  Ministers  at  London  and  Paris  bad  been 
iostmeled  lo  explain  to  tbe  respective  Qovern- 
menis  his  disposition  to  exercise  bis  power  of 
•vspending  tbe  embargo  laws,  in  such  manner  as 
to  open  the  way  to  a  renewal  of  commercial  ia- 
tereoorse — but  that  neither  Oovernment  had  ac- 
eepl«d  bis  offer.  The  instructions  to  bis  Minister 
ia  Paris,  the  President  Fnys,  were  necessarily 
modified — but  how  he  did  not  say  ;  and  from  the 
ofascarily  of  his  language  it  would  be  impossible 
to  divine.  By  looktnz,  however,  to  the  corre- 
•poadence  between  Mr.  Madison  apd  Qeneral 
Annsirong,  perhaps  we  may  discovettbe  boon  or 
hxHii  offered  to  France,  on  condition  of  the  EiO' 
p«N>r's  repealing  his  decrees.  Mr.  Madison  says, 
that  if  France  revoke  her  decrees,  Great  Britain, 
by  fftUowin^  the  examtilr,  would  be  oblieeil  to 
Rsiore  to  France  the  full  benefit  of  neuiraUrade, 
or,  by  persevering  in  her  orders,  "  render  collisions 
with  ibe  Cuited  States  inevitable."  And  General 
Arnwtrong  says,  in  the  like  cose,  thai  "  it  may  be 
fairly  presumed  the  United  Slates  could  no  longi 
liesitate  about  becomiozaparty  to  the  war  again 
England."  He  adds,  that  if  Great  Britain  sbduld 
ooi  abstract  our  trade,  tbe  wants  of  France  and 
ber  colonies  woald  be  supplied.  If  Great  Britain 
ahould  obstruct  the  trade,  ''the  wishes  of  His 
Majesty  (tbe  French  Emperor)  as  expressed  in 
February  last,  would  be  directly  promoted." 

What  wete  the  wishes  so  expiessed  1  No  com- 


of  the  French  GoTerumeni  to  the 
linisier,  exhibiting  those  wishes,  baa 
been  laid  before  Congress,  In  ilie  mass  of  other 
information  commuoicaled,  has  so  important  a 
document  been  xccideatally  overlooktd  ? 

With  regard  to  tbe  other  belligerent,  tlie  Presi- 
dent spealu  a  plainer  language.  He  i>ays  thai  to 
Great  Britain,  ''whose  power  on  tbe  ocean  Is  in 
he  ascendant,"  it  was  stated  explicitly,  "  that  on 
her  rescinding  her  orders  in  relation  to  the  Uni- 
ted Siate.i,  their  trade  will  bn  opened  with  her, 
and  remain  shut  to  her  enemv — in  case  of  his 
failure  to  rescind  hj.i  decrees  also.''  Indeed,Mr. 
President !  Let  our  ships  loose  from  our  wharves, 
let  them  lake  in  rich  cargoes,  and  sail  for  all  the 
loris  on  the  globe — except  those  of  France  and 
let  dependent  Slates — when,  according  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  lempiaiion  to  plun- 
der would  fill  the  ocean  with  French  privateers  I 
1  will  recite  tbe  gentleman's  words :  "The  reason 
'of  the  low  insuraoce,  is,  that  the  French  have 
'  no  inducement  to  send  nut  ptivaieets,  to  depre- 
'  date  upon  our  commerce,  as  long  as  the  embar- 
'  go  restrains  it  wiihia  our  ports— raise  the  em- 
'  bargo,  and  Ihe  temptation  to  plunder  would  SU 
'  tbe  ocean  with  privateers.  The  commerce  would 
<  Btaqd  little  chance  to  escape  the  plunderers." 
And  yet  the. President,  who  prffesse*  so  much 
solicitude  for  American  seamen  and  Americaa 
commerce,  was  willing,  we  have  just  seen,  to 
suspend  the  embargo,  and  thereby  expose  our  sea- 
men, our  vessels,  and  our  merchandise,  "these 
essential  resources,"  and"  with  lillle  chance  to 
escape,"  to  the  plunder  of  French  privateers, 
which  would  then  fill  the  ocean  1  Into  aucb  con- 
tradictions will  mankind  be  plunged,  when  the 
real  object  in  view  does  not  admit  of  a  fair  and 
candid  disclosure. 

To  recur  to  the  question^  Wlial  good  will  the 
embargo  do?  How  will  it  promote  the  public 
welfare  1  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  preserve  out 
seamen,  our  vessels,  and  our  merchandise,  has 
been  conclusively  proved.  Yet  it  is  said  that  it 
must  be  continued,  and  if  continued,  that  it  must 
be  enforced  with  all  the  arbitrary  regulations  and 
powers  contained  in  the  bill  before  us,  and  which 
have  been  so  strikingly  described  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  before  tne.  in  order  lo  pre- 
serve, our  honor — ''our  nalional  character,  and 
national  iodepeodeDce."  In  my  apprehension  ihia 
is  incorrect.  I  see,  sir,  a  constant  effori  to  iden- 
tify our  Adminislratioo  with  the  nation,  but  ibej 
are  essentially  distingaisbable. .  The  errors  of  an 
Administration  may  bring  mischief  upon  and 
hazard  the  ruin  of  a  nation.  Witness,  at  this 
moment,  the  brave  and  generous  Spaniards,  who, 
afler  suffering  an  age  of  depression,  have  been 
regenerated  in  a  moment,  as  with  an  electric 
stroke,  and,  nobly  rising,  are  now  breaking  the 
chains  forged  for  them,  upon  the  head  of  their 
oppressor.  Who  that  has  a  heart — who  that  haa 
any  sympathy  for  human  sufferings — who  that 
respects  the  rights  of  self-government,  inherent 
in  every  nation— will  not  bid  them  God-speed  ? 
I  would  say,  go  OD,  noble  Spaniards,  and  he  the 
instruments  of  Heaven  to  stay  the  ravages  of  the 
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most  ruthless  tyrant  that  has  scourged  the  Elu 
pean  world,  since  the  Roman  Empire  fell ! 

T  was  saying,  Eir,  (hat  a  nation  and  its  adrx 
istration  arc  essentially  distinguishable.  It  is 
cessary  dow  to  distinguish  ihem  in  our  own  co 
try.  How  has  it  heen  brought  into  its  present 
state  of  embarrassment  T  Has  it  bpen  wit' 
the  agency  of  its  Adrniniitraiion?  For  ■  si 
of  years,  sir,  illusions  have  been  industriously 
spread  amonff  the  people.  To  dissipate  (hose 
illusions,  ?i)  Tar  as  was  in  my  power,  1  ha?e  ex- 
posed myself  to  the  slanders  and  reproaches  of 
ttie  ignorant,  the  base,  and  the  unprincipled.  But 
I  am  not  by  sucb  means  to  be  discouraged.  iTith- 
erto  my  alleniiou  has  been  confined  to  Ibe  embar- 
go. It  is  that  which  immediately  brooght  the 
nation  into  iis  present  deplorable  situation.^  and 
the  only  way  to  escape  from  it  in,  by  making  the 
distinction  lo  which  I  have  alluded.  And  I  say. 
■ir,  that,  while  in  the  nature  of  things  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  embargo  to  vindicnte  (he  rights  oi 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  its  mainieoance  is  deem- 
ed of  the  first  importance  to  (he  Adminislration. 
who  hftTe  staked  their  repotation  upon  it.  Hence 
the  unvaried  efforts  of  the  Adminislration  and 
their  partisans  to  impress  the  belief,  that  (he 
British  Orders  in  Council  were  ibe  principal 
cause  of  the  embargo-  For  they  see  that  i' 
doEumenis  oridnalty  Uid  before  Congress  ast 
cause,  are  utterly  iuaaSicient.  Bu(  if  [hose  ordi 
were  (be  cause,  (he  prea(  primary  fanse,  "before 
which  all  other  motives  sink  in(o  insignificance," 
it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  embargo  musi 
be  coD(inued  un(il  these  orders  are  revoked. 
Hence,  sir,  it  appeared  to  me  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  show  (hat  the  Britii^h  Orders  in  Council 
were  not  the  cause  of  the  embargo  ;  and  impar- 
tial observers  think  I  have  shown  il,  by  proving 
that  when  the  embargo  was  recommended  by  the 
President,  those  orders  were,  in  this  country,  un- 
known. But  as  some  gentlemen  persist  in  assert- 
ing the  contrary,  and  on  that  ground  advocate 
the  continuance  of  the  embargo,  with  the  rein- 
forcement of  the  bill  on  our  tables,  and  that  to  be 
followed,  I  suppose,  with  a  non-iniercourae  law,  1 
tnu^t  be  permi((ed  to  adduce  some  further  proofs. 

We  have  been  gravely  told  that  the  French 
"Emperor's  Berlin  Decree,  declBring  all  (he  Brit- 
ish isles  in  a  state  of  blockade,  could  noi  be  justi- 
fied as  a  measure  of  retaliation  against  England, 
on  account  of  her  declaring  in  a  slate  of  blockade 
a  certain  extent  of  coast,  the  whole  of  which 
could  not  be  invested  and  blockaded  even  by  her 
powerful  oavy,  because  France  had  i(  no(  In  her 
power  to  siaiion  a  single  ship  before  any  onepor[ 
inthe  Bridsh  dominions^  and  ihat  (he Milan  De- 
cree of  1S07  can  still  rest  for  ils  defence  on  the 
supposed  acquiescence  of  the  United  Slates  in 
the  British  Orders  of  ihe  preceding  month, "  since 
those  orders,  which  have  not  been  acquiesced  in, 
were  not  even  known  in  America  at  the  dale  of 
the  decree."  Now  gentlemen  will  be  pleased  to 
recollect,  that  the  French  Emperor's  Decree  of 
Milan  bears  date  on  (he  17th  of  December,  1907; 
and  (hat  on  the  very  next  morning,  December 
18th,  came ,  tb«    President's  Message  to    both 


Houses  of  Congress,  recommending  the  laying  of 
an  embargo. 

Now,  if^ihe  British  OrJers  were  unknown  in 
America  on  ihe  17(h  of  December^  wha(  man  of 
corora.on  sense  will  believe  that  the  plan  for  im- 
posing the  embargo  (a  plan  fraught  with  such 
extensive  and  (errible  consequences)  recommend- 
ed by  ihe  President  in  the  morning  of  (he  18lh, 
had  for  i(s  basis  the  British  Orders  in  Council. 
which  were  not  known  in  America  on  the  next 
preceding  day  7  As  I  observed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, even  four  davs  (the  time  which  in(erveDed 
between  (he  arrival  of  ihe.despalches  from  France 
by  the  Revenge,  and  the  18th  of  December,  when 
the  embargo  was  recommended)  "gave  little 
enough  (ime'(a  digest  and  mature  such  a  plan." 
I  now  add,  sir,  that  (hat  plan,  as  far  as  it  then 
went  (and  more  was  not  then  practicable)  was 
confurmable  to  (he  views  and  wishcsofthe  French 
Emperor,  I  say,  further,  sir,  that  should  the  stroDff 
bill  now  on  our  tables  become  a  law,  we  ahall 
have  advanced  one  large  stride  further  towards 
such  conformity ;  and  that  when  we  concur  in 
one  other  measure,  a  resoludou  for  a  lolat  non~ 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  which  was  adopt- 
ed les(  Sa(urdHy  evening  in  the  other  House,  nre 
shall  (hen  have  acteij  in  complete  conformity 
with  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  French  Empe- 
ror, as  they  are  supposed  to  have  existed  at  the 
time  th«  embargo  was  laid.  We  shall  (hen  hare 
shut  all  our  ports  against  the  entrance  of  British 
ships  and  British  merchandise;  just  as  (be  unfor- 
iuna(e  and  submissive  nations  ot  Europe,  who  are 
wi[hin  reach  of  his  arm,  ha  J  previou9(yshu(  theit 
ports.  I  do  not  say,  sir,  that  it  was  in  obedienca 
to  a  requisition  of  the  French  Emperor,  that  the 
President  recommended  the  embargo;  but  the 
facts  I  have  adduced  show,  that  the  embargo, 
with  its  various  reinforcemenis,  up  lothe  non-in- 
tereourse  now  in  embryo,  happens  to  be  in  exact 
conformity  with  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
French  Emperor,  *S  they  are  supposed  to  have 
existed  a  year  ago.  But  it  seems  that  this  will 
not  sB(isfy  the  Emperor.  We  have  been  too 
tardy  in  our  movements.  A  n  on -intercourse  wllh 
Great  Britain,  twelve  months  ago,  night  bar* 
appeased  him.  Now  we  can  no  longer  remain 
nenlral.  Now  we  must  be  bis  allies  or  his  ene- 
mies. To  the  offer  to  suspend  the  embargo,  if  he 
would  repeal  bis  decrees,  be  has  not  even  deigned 

With  reifpect  to  Great  Britain,  the  overture  lo 
suspend  (he  embargo,  on  condition  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  were  revoked,  has  been  answered. 
She  maintains  her  original  position,  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  were  purely  retaliatory  for  the 
French  Berlin  Decree  ;  which,  she  says, 

"  Was  the  commencement  of  an  attempt,  not  merely 
to  ahcck  and  impair  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain^ 
but  utterly  to  annihilate  her  political  ciiilence,  through 
the  ruin  of  her  commercial  progpcrily — that  in  thik  at- 
tempt almoit  all  the  Powen  of  the  EuropeHU  Coati- 
nent  had  been  compelled,  more  or  lesa,  to  co-operate  t 
and  that  Ihe  American  ambargo,  though  most  assured- 
ly not  intended  to  ^at  and  (for  America  can  have  no 

'  'ntareit  in  the  aubveraiDn  of  the  Bcttiik  power,)  - 
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bat  bj  MNoa  nofDitnnate  occurrence  of  dicamstaDces, 
whhmil  inj  hostile  intention,  the  American  embargo 
didcame  in  aid  of  the  blockade  of  the  American  Con- 
tinenl  at  the  tcij  moment  when,  if  that  blockade  could 
baie  nicceeded  at  all,  the  interposition  of  the  Ameri- 
out  Gcnemmetit  would  moat  eflectaallj  have  contribnt- 
ed  to  iti  raccesa." 

■■To Ibis  anireTsal  eombina^oii  (umtinaes Mr.  Can- 
ning) His  Maje*^  haa  opposed  a  temperate,  bnt  a  de- 
tanmncd  rataliktioa  open  the  eoem? — trusting  that  a 
finn  iwiirtanee  wookt  defbat  his  project,  but  knowing 
tbai  the  ■BBlIat  eoncesaan  wonid  infitlUblj'  eneonra^ 

If  ibe  cmbRTKO  was  desifned,  m  professed,  whjr 
did  oar  GoTemmcDt  declnre  a  btockade  agaiasl 
ih«  BriiUh  dominioDs  hj  Ikad  as  well  u  bf  bca  7 
Neither  scsuneii  nor  properlf  coakl  be  exposed  to 
eaptare  by  eoaiiDuing  ibe  trade  which  had  been 
idraatageouslf  eanie<d  on  by  tand  with  the  Brit* 
iih  eolooies  botxletiog  oa  tbe  United  States.  The 
pea^e  of  Venqont,  paiticularlv,  had  been  sccas- 
toned,  ever  sJDce  the  Peace  of  1733,  to  excbaoge 
tbeir  prodnctiotis  with  the  British  subjecia  in 
Caiian,  forsaltand  other  articles  of  merebaDdise. 
Tet  ev0D  this  beneficial  trade  bas  been  prohibited 
bf  the  embargo  acu;  and  bloodshed  aod  death 
have  been  the  conse^neDce.  Similar  tragic 
secDes  haie  been  acted  id  the  District  of  MaJDe. 
Does  not  tbe  rigorous  prohil»tion  of  this  land 
eontoaeree  alinie  demonstrate  thai  other  riew* 
than  have  erer  been  officially  avowed  really  dic- 
tated tlie  estbargo  ?  Lately  we  find  that,  in  Hoi' 
land,  (a  conatry  geremed  by  a  brother  of  the 
French  Emperor,  and  absolutely  uitder  his  con- 
trol.) the  neeestities  of  the  people  for  the  supplies 
BMslIf  obtaieed  from  England,  having  caused 
evasioiw  of  the  Eliuperor's  strict  decreeii  of  block- 
ade—additional provisions  have  been  made ;  and 
the  breaches  of  those  decrees  aie  bencefornrard 
lo  be  pnnished  with  death,  Wiih  simjlar  pace, 
tbe  United  Stateaare  advancing — nnd,  by  the  bill 
befora  ns,  the  embargo  is  to  he  enforced  by  addi- 
tidoal  regalations  and  pet>alties  of  dnexBmplad 
ligor,  and  hostile  to  ibe  mild  ti^rii  of  American 
btrs  (  and  which,  ihoogb  not  in  words  praserib- 
iof  the  paaiahmcnt  of  death,  wiU  inbllibly  have 

Among  the  reascmi  assigned  for  persevering  in 
the  eubarco,  are,  '*  tbe  present  unsettled  state  of 
'  the  werU,  the  extraordinary  situntion  in  which 
'  the  Uoiied  States  ate  placed,  and  the  necessity, 
'  if  war  be  recorled  to,  of  making  it  at  the  same 
'tiiaeaniDSt  both  tbe  belligeteot  nations,  and 
'  these  the  two  moat  powerful  la  the  world  ;"aad, 
nader  these  circumstances,  a  principle  of  justice 
fbrhada  oar  choosing  .our  adversary  I  Mnal  not 
neh  seaiiments  expose  as  to  derision  1  Two  na- 
tions hare  ingared  as — and  we  shoatd  violate  the 
principles  of  justice,  if,  to  obtain  satisfaction,  we 
allayed  one  without  at  the  same  lime  attacking 
ibe  other!  If  we  woold  descend  from  the  airy 
laof  philosophy,  and  stand  on  the  ground 
lia  eommoo  sense,  we  should  see  this  em- 
iMrranmeot  which  apparently  overwhelms  the 
Admjaistraiion,  to  be  a  mere  dream.  Sir,  If  a 
maa  iravdtiag  on  lb«  highway  shoold  meet  two 
usufeUoW'traTsUcrs,  aadbeiilterDatelyiiualied 
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and  attacked  by  bolb,  and  be  at  the  same  time 
perceived  that  tbey  were  eaumies  to  each  other, 
what  would  he  doT  Siand  still,  and  be  kicked 
and  wounded  by  boih?  or  co-operate  wilb  oae^&t 
least  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  arenge  lii«  wrongs, 
and  to  provide  for  his  own  defence  and  security 
'asl  the  other  7  This  course  is  so  simple  and 
ous  that  even  ichool-boys  (who  also  have 
their  quarrels)  could  not  miss  it.  But  if,  while, 
'lis  way,aveDging  the  wrongs  done  by  the 
__.  .isary, he,  in  efTecC  dlsarnied.  tbe  other,  and 
iDEede  him  his  friend  ;  and  had,  moreover,  a  fair 
prospect  of  inducing  him  to  make  saiisfaciioa  for 
the  injuries  he  had  committed;  bow  could  be 
hesitate  to  adept  it  7 

But,  we  have  been  advised  by  the  genilemaa 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Oileb,)  to  wait  a  htile  long- 
er, "  to  wail  events  in  Europe,  now  in  a  state  of 
rapid  succession."  Yes,  sir,  wait  until  we  see 
whethpi  Bonaparte  overwhelms  the  Spanish  na- 
tion ;  and  if  Heaven  permits  this  aad  catastrophe 
—what  then  7  Are  we  to  ioio  bis  arms,  and  by 
conquering  Canada  and  Nova  Scolia,  prepare 
those  countries  with  our  own  for  a  new  master  J 
end  hasten  the  glorious  period  when  to  the  lofty 
titlesof  Emperor  of  Prance  atid  King  of  Italy, 
and  Protector  of  the  Confederalion  of  the  Rhine, 
shall  be  added  that  of  Emperor  of  the  Two  Ame- 
ricas? That,  sir,  will  be  the  natural  course  of 
things,  if,  as  some  have  wished,  the  British  navy 
were  destroyed. 

In  the  short  inleivaj  of  peace,  in  1808,  Bona- 
parte, in  a  few  niontba,  sent  forty  thousand  sol- 
diers to  subdue  the  negroes  of  St.  Domingo.  The 
climate  subdued  hi^  soldiers,  and  Si.  Domingo 
continues  independent.  But  the  United  Stales 
present  a  very  diffareoi  tbeaiie.  French  soldiers 
would  here  he  as  healthy  as  our  own.  And  if  with 
iba  ships  suddenly  furnished  in  France  and  Hol- 
land, Bonaparte  at  once  transported  forty  thou- 
sand men  to  St.  Domingo,  what  numbers  could 
he.not  send  to  the  United  Slates  in  ihe  thousands 
of  British  ships,  were  ibcy  also  at  his  com- 
mand 1 

It  is  estimated,  sir,  that  the  observations  I  have 
made,  though  on  a  question  for  repealing  Ihe  acta 
laying  the  embargo,  are  irrelevant  on  the  bill  now 
before  us.  But  to  me  they  appear  perfectly  ap- 
plicable in  both  caseijfor  if  they  go  lu  show  that 
the  embargo  ought  never  (0  have  been  imposed, 
they  must  avail,  in  like  manner,  against  enforc- 
ing its  execution  ;  and,  therefore,  I  have  adduced 

Mr.  HiLLsonaE  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
a*  follows: 

Mr,  President :  Before  I  proceed  to  remark  on 
the  merits  of  the  bill  under  con  side  rat  ion,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  of  noticing  some  geoeral  obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
QiLsa.)  which  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  matter 
under  conaideration, and  could  have  been  ibrown 
out  for  ng  other  purpose  than  to  impress  tbe  idea 
that  the  opposers  of  this  bill  and  of  the  embargo 
are  acting  under  some  Dodue  influence  or  bias, 
and  are  endeavoring  to  obstruct  or  imralyze;  ibe 
energies  of  the  natioik  ia  theic  operations  agaiiut 
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foreign  aggression.  We  are  told  of  BriiisK  capi- 
tal, British  agenis,  British  g'oid,  in  loo  close  cdd- 
Dexlon  with  the  oppusiiion  to  the  embargo  and 
ihe  prpsenC  bill.  Sir,  if  it  \%  tneeni  lo  inaiiiuaie 
that  the  opposers  of  ilie  embargo  and  of  ibis  bill 
are  under  such  infloence,  1  deapiie  the  insioua- 
lion.  [Mr.  Giles  rose  and  declared  that  he  did 
not  meari  to  throw  out  the  smallest  iniimaiion 
that  the  opposers  of  the  bill  were  under  such,  or 
anf  other,  improper  infiueoce.]  The  character 
aad  condoct  of 'the  greater  part  of  ihaC  descrip- 
tion of  our  fellonr-citizeni.  who  haie  been  and 
■till  are  opposed  to  the  embargo,  furnish  a  luffi- 
eieut  answer  to  any  such  insinuations  as  to  them. 
No,  sir,  our  opposition  to  the  embargo  proceeds 
from  far  difTereot  motiyes;  from  a  thorough  cod- 
victioa  of  its  ineffieacy  as  regards  foreign  na- 
tions, and  ita  ruinous  operation  as  to  oumelvcs. 
We  are  not  williog  to  inflict  a  wound  on  our  own 
country,  because  foreign  nations  do  us  wronff. 

The  gentlemiin  from  Virginia  has  renewed  his 
call  for  a  substitute  for  the  embargo.  Sir,  the 
embargo  admits  no  siybstituie.  It  is  a  measure 
rsdicariy  wrong,  and  stands  in  the  way  of  every 
proper  measure.  Rentove  the  embargo,  and'then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  the  way  he  open  to  adopt 
measures  for  securing  our  commerce  and  defeod- 
ingour  rights.  I  am  not  a  littlr^  surprised  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  make  ap  his 
faue  to  sach  an  imposing  call.  Had  that  gentle- 
man  rUn  through  the  journals,  from  which'  he 
has  lead  some  passages^  ne  would  hare  found  that 
duiing  a  long  and  uniform  course  of  opposition 
to  a  farmer  Adroinistralion,  which  was  conducted 
with  acknowledged  ability,  he  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  proposing  substitutes.  He  told  us  what 
would  not,  but  not  what  would  do.  In  the  pres- 
ent case,  were  the  embargo  out  of  the  wa?,  and  I 
found  a  disposition  to  listen,  I  should  not  besilate 
to  express  my  opinion  of  the  proper  course  to  he 
pursued.  But  so  long  as  our  national  councils 
kre  under  the  embargo  system,  any  attempt  at 
olber  measures  would  be  unavailing. 

For  the  purpose  of  contrasting  the  present  pro- 
eeediugs  of  Congress  with  what  was  done  in 
1794,  the  gentleraaa  from  Virginia  read  from  the 
journals  some  passages  to  show  "that  the  nation 
theb  moved  in  a  solid  body."  Yes  sir,  the  una- 
nimtty  and  spirit  then  manifested  does  honor  to 
the  nation.  But  with  whom  were  we  contending 
then?  With  England.   I  should  have  been  much 

S ratified  if  the  journals  «f  1798  (which  the  gen- 
eroan  did  not  think  proper  to  read)  had  exhibi- 
ted the  same  unanimity  and  spirit  when  our 
rights  were  violated  by  another  Power,  and  we 
were  insulted  by  the  contemptuous  rejection  of 
oar  Mioisteia.  Par  otherwise  was  the  fact ;  there 
was  then  a  violent  and  persevering  opposition  to 
the  measures  of  defence  which  were  then  pro- 
posed and  adopted ;  tmi  by  the  tame  description 
of  men  who  claim  credit  for  ■  pre-eminent  share 
of  patriotism ;  a  conduct  to  which  I  advert  with 
reluctance.  I  was  ready  to  vindicate  our  rights 
against  England  in  1794,  and  at  a  much  earlier, 
period.  I  was  equally  ready  lo  do  the  like  against 
France  in  1798.    It  mattera  not  to  me  from  what 


natinn  injury  o;  insult  comes,  I  am  ready  to  laks 
sides  wiih  my  country  in  repelling  it — not,  in- 
deed, by  an  embargo,  but  by  any  measures  of 
energy  which  policy  or  prudence  shall  dictate. 
I  have  never  shrunk  frOm  taking  my  fall  share  uf 
responsibility  when  called  to  act  on  great  nalional 
questions.  I  leave  it  to  those  who  have  known 
and  observed  my  public  conduct,  lo  decide  whe- 
ther I  have  manifested  much  solicitude  to  dnd 
out  which  would  he  the  popular  side.  I,  sir,  am 
under  no  apprehensions  of  being  suspected  by 
those  who  know  me  of  acting  under  foreign,  or 
any  improper,  influence.  My  opposition  to  the 
bill  does  not  proceed  from  a  wisk  to  shield  front 
punishment  the  violators  of  the  embargo;  those 
corrupt  agents  and  friends  of  Oreat  Britain,  ai 
the  gentleman  has  described  them.  My  oppoci- 
lion  to  the  bill  proceeds  from  an  uawillingnesi  lo 
see  the  liberties  of  my  country  prostrated  by  a 
military  despotism;  (he  foundation  of  which  1 
clearly  discern  in  this  bill.  Says  (he  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  the  Senate  hare  declared  that  they 
will  not  repeal  the  embargo;  and  thejr  are  now 
called  upon  to  say  it  shall  not  be  enforced.  Not 
so,  the  call  is  that  it  should  not  be  eaforced  by 
improper  means — means  which  endanger  liberty 
and  violate  (he  Constilulion,  Better  that  ih« 
embargo  should  not  be  executed  than  that  (ht. 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  should  be  vio- 
lated. 

I  extremely  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  should  have  felt  himself  at  liberty  (a 
travel  out  of  his  way  to  cast  reproach  on  the  Jndi' 
eiary.  The  judges,  by  a  faithful  diacharge  of 
their  duty  (sometimes  being  obliged  to  withstand 
popular  error,  and  sometimes  to  interpose  them- 
selves between  a  defenceless  individual  and  Ex- 
ecutive power.)  are  exposed'to  their  ftiU  share  of 
opnrobium.  No  reproach  for  the  rejecijon  of  tha 
bill  to  suspend  tha  habeas  corpus  can  fall  on  iht 

{'udges;  they  had  no  agency  in  the  business.  1 
lave  indeed  felt,  sensibly  felt,  the  reproach  cast 
upon  the  Senate  for  having  passed  that  bill  in  lO 
hasty  a  manner;  but  it  was  not  slanders  contained 
in  newspaper  paragraph*  which  i  regarded^  tfaef 
have  no  more  effect  on  my  mind  than  the  passiDf 
wind.  It  was  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  was 
treated  by  the  House  of  Representatives  (hit 
wounded  my  feelings— I  fell  for  the  honor  of  thi 
Senate.    1  voted  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

!;inia  for  that  bill,  though  Idid  not  at  the  time 
eel  all  the  apprehensions  which  seemed  lo  be 
impressed  on  his  mind.'  Idid  not  apprehend  that 
a  rebellion  excited  by  an  individual  not  clothed 
with  any  official  consequence  or  power,  wiihont 
resources,  and  almost  without  friends,  could  ulli* 
mately  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Union-  Bat 
from  the  communications  made  to  Congress  by 
the  President,  I  was  led  to  believe  there  was  some 
treasonable  proceeding  and  rebellion  which  ought 
to  be  speeaily  and  promptly  resisted  and  pnl 
down.  Though  1  did  not  see  the  neceuily  of 
passing  the  bill  with  so  mnch  haste. as  to  subject 
the  Senate  to  Ihe  charge  of  precipitation;  ye^ 
being  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  passing  such  a 
bill,  1  felt  a  relociuce,  as  1  always  do,  at  iniei^ 
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posmgni}'  ._ _. 

Ihe  tppeiTBiice  of   Ihrawing   drffici  

wif  ofmeanurps  which  regard  I  he  public  iRkiy. 
But  no  moiirei  of  delicacy,  or  any  other  eaune, 
will  prsTent  my  oppaning  measnres  which  I  ihink 
WTDDg  in  priDciple.  The  loss  of  ihe  bill  lo  aus- 
ptDd  ibe  habeas  corpas  wbs  in  no  respect  atiribu- 
uble  lo  the  coart  or  the  judges.  There  vas  do 
JDlerferNKF  on  their  part,  nor  any  conduct  of 
iheiri  that  could  warrant  the  genlleraan  from  Vir- 


le  ptopcDsitles  of  a  court  against  its  own  coun- 
'Irrand  its  own  OovcrniueDt,  were  the  reasons 
'  why  treason  escaped  paDishmenc."  In  what 
instance  have  the  judges  interposed  a  shield  be- 
tween fuilt  and  panisbinentl  The  principal 
Itider  in  that  rebellion  was  spnrebetided  and 
taken  to  Virginia;  and  I  rejoiced,  at  tite  time, 
that  Virginia  was  to  be  the  place  of  bis  trial,  so 
■bat  no  snspieion  might  exist  of  a  disposition  to 
&*or  his  escape  from  conviction  and  punisbmeni. 
Airon  Bnrr  was  acgnitled — whether  from  a  de- 
fect in  the  law  or  testimony,  I  am  not  sufficiently- 
iafoTined  to  deoide.  But  I  bave  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  it  as  my  0[>in)on,  that  it  was  not  owing 
to  any  indisposition  in  the  jndge  to  do  his  duty ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  think  be  maoiresied  great  in- 
teenty  and  firmneBs  in  adherine  to  the  established 
rules  of  proceeding  ioeriminal  trials,  which  are 
the  frrrat  »bield  of  innocence  against  oppression  ; 
and  in  giving  a  fair  trial  lo>a  political  opponent, 
igai&sl  whom  the  popular  corrcnt  ran  high,  and 
whose  proseealion  was  aided  hy  Etecutire  indU' 
ence  and  power.  The  opinioiks  of  the  judge  are 
in  print,  eo  that  every  one  can  esaraine  for  him- 
aell,  and  form  his  own.  Thus  mneb  I  mtj  ven- 
tnie  to  lav.  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  find  it  DO  easy  task  to  point  out  errors. 

I(  is  cause  of  r^ret  when  an  indiTidnal,  and 
Biiich  to  be  lamented  when  a  public  body  become 
K>  zealously  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  an  object, 
u  not  to  ermine  with  candor  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  the  measures  by  which  such  ob- 
ject j*  to  oe  attained.  In  the  .present  case,  I  fear 
ikat  ■  zeal  to  enforce  the  embargo  has  blinded 
tba  eyes  of  aome  to  the  consequences  likely  to 
fallow  from  the  course  of  measures  now  pursued. 
I  f(ar,aI*o,  that  an  error  has  been  committed  in 
poiatiag  tbe  debates  and  measures  at  a  particular 

CrtioB  of  the  Union,  as  if  violations  of  the  em- 
rgo  were  confined  to  that  quarter.  Think  ye 
thai  the  peopte  of  Vermoal  and  Massachusetts 
kave  been  Kinoers  above  all  the  people  of  the 
Doited  States?  Have  there  been  no  violations 
of  the  embargo  except  in  New  England  7  Yes, 
vcrilv-  The  only  difference  is,  that  on  Vermont 
has  fallen  that  political  tower  of  Siioam,  the 
President's  proclamation.  On  the  coasts  of  Mas- 
aaehaseiu,  and  the  Sutes  of  the  Chesapeake, 
alnuni  the  whole  of  out  naval  force  has  been 
aent  to  eroise,  to  detect  and  punish  the  transgrei- 
sionsef  ibeir  citizens.  This  ha*  given  an  oppor~ 
toniiy  to  the  Sonihero  Statas  10  violate  the  em- 
bargo with  impunity.  It  has  been  and  atill  con- 
tinoei  to  be  violated,  even  in  that  great  and  re- 
spectable State  Fepresented  ip  psrt  by  my  bcoihei 


farmer  (Mr.  Giles;)  which  State,  he  has  assured 
us,  not  only  acquiesced  in,  hut  applauded  the  em- 
bargo as  a  wiM  and  salutary  measure.  To  show 
that  )  am  correct,  I  wilt  eomi;innieate  to  the  Sen- 
ate some  information.  One  of  the  commit  tee  who 
had  a  principal  hand  in  drawing  the  bill,  stated 
thai  he  was  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  coaster 
(On  whoHe  information  I  should  relv,  being  ac- 
quainted with  him,  and  esteeming  him  a  man  of 
truth,  and  who  had  the  means  ofknowledge,  be- 
ing employed  in  navigating  up  and  down  Ihe 
Potomac)  that  tbSn  was  a  great  display  of  activ- 
ity and  exertion  in  tranaporting  ihe  produce  of 
the  country,  particniarly  flour,  to  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  shipping  it  off  for  other  markets.  Con- 
firmatory of  this,  I  bold  in  my  hand  other  infor- 
mation :— "Captain  Soovcl,  who  arrived  at  Hew 
'  York  yesterday,  (December  the  13th,)  from  Si 
'  Pierres,  Martinique,  and  Antigua,  states  to  ua 
'  that  venels  which  daily  arrived  in  distress,  in  the 
'ports  he  visited,  were  almost  exclusively  from 
'  the  Southern  ports,  and  the  greater  number  from 
'  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  laden  with  flour  and  other 
'  provisions."  Again  :  "Csplain  Scovel,  who  ar- 
'  rived  here  (New  York)last  Monday,  (December 
'  ISib,)  from  Martinique,- via  Aniigua  and  St. 
'  Kitis,  informs  us,  that  while  he  lay  at  Marti- 
<  nique,  a  Virginia  pilot-boat  schooner  arrived 
'  there  with  750  barrels  of  flour,  which  the  cap- 
>  tain  sold  for  930  per  barrel ;  that,  while  at  An< 
'  tigua,  in  the  course  of  four  ilaya  only,  three  ves- 
'  sell  came  in  there  with  fuJI  cargoes  of  flour  from 
'  Virginia;  that  he  saw  at  St.  Kitts  a  Vireinis 
'  schooner  that  had  been  at  Barbadoes  with  a 
'  cargo  of  flour,  sold  part,  and  then  came  to  St. 
'Kills  with  the  remainder  for  a  belter  market." 
The  Secretary  sf  the  Treasury  informed  that  the 
flour  which  had  accnmutated  in  the  great  flour 
markets  of  the  United  States,  was  gone.  What 
has  became  of  iti  I  have  heard  of  no  bonflrea. 
except  in  ooeiostaace,  lo  consume  some  imported 
gin.  One  eireumstanee  strongly  impresses  oa 
my  mind  a  belief,  that  the  products  of  that  States 
Virginia,  and  even  the  article  of  tobacco,  hava 
found  their  way  to  foreign  markets;  which  ia, 
[bat  floor  and  tobacco, at  a  particular  period  dur- 
ing the  last  Summer,  when  the  embargo  was  in 
fnlt  operation,  rose  lo  a  handsome  price,  and  that 
some  of  her  citizens  of  distinguished  rank  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  avail  themselves  of  that  pricb 
TheeeDtleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith) also 
staled  sundry  violations  of  the  embargo.  From 
whish,  and  other  information,  I  am  induced  to 
believe,  that  there  are  Dot  many  States  in  the 
Union  where  the  embargo  has  Dot  been  violated. 
The  ase  Lwish  to  make  of  this  informaiiou  is,  to 
show  that  this  measure  is  not  to  have  a  limited 
or  local  operatioii;  but  is  to  pervade  our  whole 
country,  and  may  affect  ev«7  citizen  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States.  Let  me,  therefore,  entreat  this  Sen- 
ate to  consider  well  before  they  give  their  sanc- 
tion to  a  bill  which  is  to  have  such  a  general 
operation ;  a  bill  which  contains  such  novel  and 
extraordinary  provisions;  a  bill  which  may  en- 
danger civil  liberty,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
'  military  deapoiism. 


MbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Benatb. 


Enforcement  of  the  Embargo. 


Decbmbbm,  1808. 


Oa  the  recomtnitmeDt  of  the  bi|l,  ooe  very  ob- 
noiioux  paragraph  was  sificken  out,  and  others 
were  altered.  Some  of  the  paragraphs  I  shall 
])aEs  by  without  notice.  The  fir^t  to  which 'I 
shall  asb  the  aUeniion  of  ihe  Senate  is  the  second 
section.  That  places  the  whole  trade  sod  inter- 
course  between  the  Stales  at  the  arbltiBry  wrll 
and  pleasure  of  the  Piesideat,  collectors,  and  spe- 
cial revenue  officers  ■,  there  being  no  rule  laid 
dowa  by  which  tiieir  discreuon  is  to  be  gov- 
erned. And  who  are  these  collectors  and  rev- 
enue  officers,  who  are  to  be  intrusted  with  such 
uolimiied  power?  Not  judges  holding  iLeir 
offices  independent  of  the  Executive  will,  end 
free  from  Executive  iaaueoce.  They  are  the 
mere  creatures  of  the  Biacuiive,  who  are  killed 
cr  raade  aiive  by  the  breath  of  the  PresidenJ. 

This  section  provides  (hat  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  put  on  board  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  of 
any  descriplioa  whatever,  aay  specie,  or  goods, 
wares,  or  merchaniiise,  eiIher_of  domestic  or  for- 
eign growth,  unlets  a  perroit,  particularly  staiiog 
ibe articles  thus  to  be  laden,  shall  have  heed  pre- 
Tlously  obtained  from  the  collector  of  the  district 
in  which  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  may  then  be, 
ot  from  a  revenue  officer  specially  authorized  by 
such  collector  to  grant  such  permit  j  nor  unless 
bonds  with  surety  lo  the  amouai  of  sis  times  the 
Talue  of  the  vessel  and  car^o  shall  be  given  for 
relanding  the  whole  cargo  id  the  Uoiled  States. 
And  it  is  made  lawful  for  the  collectors  to  refuse 
permission  to  put  any  cargo  on  board,  whenever, 
ID  their  opinion,  there  is  an  intenlion  to  violate 
the  embargo;  or  whenever  ihey  shall  have  re- 
ceived iasiructiaas  to  that  efieci,  by  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  A  proviso 
excepts  from  the  operatioD  of  this  seclion  the  bay 
and  river  craft.  The  bond  demanded  is  excessive 
mod  oppreasive.  There  is  no  rule  laid  dowa  by 
which  the  discretion  of  the  collectors  or  revenue 
officers  is  to  he  goveraed  ;  or  to  point  out  to. the 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales  what  they  may  ex- 
pect or  claim  as  a  right.  The  permit  may  be 
refused  altogether,  upon  (he  mere  suspicion  oi 
jealous]^  of  tbeoScer,  however  unfounded.  What 
»  door  is  here  opened  for  partiality  and  farorit- 


n.  to  believe  it 
will,  in  many  instances,  be  improved  for  the  most 
oppressive  party  purposes  ? 

Section  fourth  places  the  bay  and  river  craft 
onder  Ihe  like  arbitrary  discretion  of  the  noUect- 
ors.  who  are  aulhorjzed  lo  gram,  under  such  gen- 
nal  instructions  as  the  PrBsideni  of  the  United 
States  ma^  give,  general  permission,  when  it  can 
be  dons  wituoui  dangerof  the  embargo  being  vio- 
lated, to  lake  on  board,  at  any  tiiae,  such  articles 
of  domestic  or  foreign  growth  as  may  be  desig- 
nated in  such  permit  J  bond  with  surety  being 
Sreviously  given  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  bun* 
red  dollars  for  each  ton,  conditioned  that  every 
article  taken  on  board  shall  be  relaoded  in  (he 
United  States,  and  that  such  vessel  shall  Dot  be 
employed  in  any  foreign  trade,  &.c. 

When  the  regulation  of  the  whole  commerce 
and  intercourse  between  the  different  States  is 


placed  at  the  arbitrary  discretion  of  such  an  host 
of  collectors,  without  any  specific  rule  laid  dowa 
in  ibe  law  by  which  they  are  to  govern  Ibeir  coa- 
duct;  will  there  not,  under  this  act,  if  it  should 
pass,  be  danger,  will  there  not  be  a  certainty,  tbat 
different  collectors  will  adopt  different  rules,  aad 
that  different  and  greater  restrictions  will  be  put 
upon  the  commerce  of  some  States  ihaa  others? 
which  would  be  a  violation  of  that  clause  of  tbe 
ConslitulioQ  which  says  "  ibat  no  preference  shall 
'  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  rer- 
'  enue  to  the  ^orts  of  one  Siaie  over  those  of  aa- 
'  other."  This  clause  of  the  Constitution  renders 
it  indispensable  that  Congress  should  by  law  pr»- 
scrtbe  (ne  rules  by  which  commerce  is  to  he  teg- 
ulated,  that  (hey  may  be  certain,  specifie,  and  uni- 
form in  all  the  Slates.  There  was  as  ineqQBlitjr 
in  tbe  regulations  of  Inst  Summer.  The  Gor- 
ernors  of  some  of  (he  States  were  auihoriied  to 
gram  permits  lo  import  flour:  a  like  indulgence 
was  not  extended  to  the  Governors  of  other  States. 
In  some  States  permits  would  be  very  libeuUjr 
granted;  in  others,  the  collectors  would  be  rigid, 
and  stop  nearly' all  the  (VaJe  of  a  @ta(e. 

Tbe  fifth  section  subjects  innotunt  persona  to 
penalties,  confounds  innocence  and  guilt,  IdtoIt- 
ing  both  in  one  coinnion  punishment.  After  de- 
claring tbe  forfeiture  of  tbe  ship,  vessel,  or  boat, 
together  with  the  specie,  gpods,  wares,  and  mer- 
clundise,  taken  on  board  eiihtrary  to  the  provis- 
ions of  (be  third  section  of  this  act,  it  goes  on  to 
say  that  the  owner,  or  owoen,  agent,  freightei  or 
factor,  master,  or  coniniaQder  of  such  ship,  vessel, 
or  boat,  shall  moreover  severally  forfeit  and  pajr 
a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  ship,  vessel,  at 
boat,  and  of  the  cargo  put  on.  board  the  same. 
By  the  provision  of  this  section,  lh«  inqairy  be- 
fore the  court  and  jury  will  be,  net  whether  tbe 
person  accused  has  been  coocerned  in  a  tiolacioD 
of  the  embargo,  but  whether  be  be  an  owner, 
agent,  freigh[er,  factor,  master,  or  commander  of 
such  ship,  vessel,  ot  boat ;  and  he  may  have  been 
ignorant  of  any  intention  to  violate  the  law;  najr 
more,  though  opposed  to  such  violation,  be  is  to 
be  adjudged  guilty  and  subj^ted  to  punishmeni. 
But,  taja  the  gentlemaD  from  Virginia,  this  is  no 
new  principle,  it  has  already  been  iotroduced  cod  ' 
recognised  by  the  revenue  laws.  To  prove  this, 
and  (hat  colleetorsaretherebyautborized  to  search 
for  and  seize  goods,  he  read  the  68th  and  G9th 
sections  of  tbe  coUei:iion  law  of  March  2,  n09.f 


•  "  Sic.  68.  And  it  it  fuftha-  enacted,  Thsl  every 
collector,  nsvsl  ofGor,  and  suiieyar,  or  othar  person 
■pecislly  appointed  b;  either  of  them  for  that  purpoaa, 
■hsil  have  ml!  power  and  suthority  to  enter  any  ^p 
or  vessel,  in  which  they  ihsU  hava  resioa  to  suspect 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchanUiie,  subject  to  duly,  are 
concealed,  and  therein  to  search  foi,  seize,  and  secure 
any  snch  goods,  \<arei,  or  merchandise ;  and  if  they 
shall  have  cause  to  inspect  a  concealment  thereof  in 
any  particular  dwening-hanio,  store,  building,  or  other 
place,  they,  or  either  of  Iheia,  Bhill,  npou  proper  appli- 
oation  upon  oath,  to  any  justiee  ef  tbe  peace,  be  tmti. 
tied  to  a  narrant  to  mter  snch  house,  store,  or  other 
place  <in  the  day  tiin«  only)  and  thers  to  search  for 
socb  goods;  and  if  any  ihaU  be  fcond  to  Mis*  and  ae- 
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The  great  mod  leadiog  principle  of  Ih6  rereoue 
law  is,  that  the  penally  operate*  on  tbe  property 
in  (11  cases  except  where  a  person  is  negligent,  or 
knowingly  guilty  of  a  iiiofacioD  of  the  law;  in 
whieb  ease  there  is  superadded  a  personal  penalty. 
For  example,  a  captain  who  mgteeis  or  refuses 
loeaier  his  vessel,  or  makeu  a  lalse  entry,  or  nl- 
tempti  ID  run  goods  and  aroid  ibe  payment  of 
dwtes,  the  vessel  and  goods  jre  declared  forfeit, 
and  tbe  captain  and  other  persons  concerned  in 
lacfa  Tiolaiion  of  the  law,  subjected  to  b  penalty; 
bat  in  no  instance  is  the  Bwoer,  agent,  freighter, 
or  fictoT,  irho  has  do  knoirledge  of  snch  viola- 
uon,  subjected  to  a  penalty.  True  it  is  the  inno- 
eeni  owner  may  be  subjected  to  the  loss  of  his 
vessel ^nd  goods ;  but  that  goes  upon  an  entirely 
different  principle;  which  is,  that  the  owner  is 
reapoBsible  for  (he  good  conduct  of  bis  captain  or 
agent,  ao  far  as  the  property  goes  that  be  entrusu 
in  his  hands.  But  it  was  reserved  for  this  bill  to 
ioirodnce  into  our  code  ihe  criminal  principle  that 
u  iDBOceat  man  is  to  be  irraigned,  found  guilty, 
ind  punished,  merely  for  being  an  owner,  agent.* 


am  tbe  Nine  lor  tiul;  an  J' all  luch  gtMHls,  warn . 
Bcnhandiae,  on  which  the  duties  ahall  not  have  besn 
paid,  OT  ■ecnml  to  be  paid,  shall  be  forfeited. 

"  Skc.  69.  And  be  it  further  enatied.  That  all  goods, 
waiea,  or  merchandiie,  Which  shBli  ba  seiied  bj  virtus 
af  this  act,  duU  be  pal  into  and  remain  in  the  cuitod; 
of  tbe  collectar,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall 
point  for  that  purpose,  until  such  procepdin^a  ahal 
kid  mm  by  tbis  act  are  required,  to  ascnrtain  whether 
the  same  hant  been  forfeited  or  nut ;  aud  if  it  ihall  be 
H^odged  that  they  are  not  forfeited,  they  shall  be 
■tavd  Id  Ibe  owner  or  owners,  claimant  or  claimants 
fteicof;  and  if  any  person  or  penana  shall  coqeeal  or 
buy  say  fooila,  warei,  or  merchandkie,  knowing  them 
to  be  liable  to  seixnre  by  this  act,  anch  person  or 
sons  iball,  on  conrietion  thereof;  forfeit  and  piiy  a 
donUe  the  amoant  or  Talae  of  the  goods,  wares,  or 
aerchandiaa.  so  ooncealed  or  pnichased." 
'An  Act  to  aathoriie  the  President  of  the   United 
States  to  lay,  regulate,  ajid  revoke  Embargoes. 

Bit:,  i.  Beit  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  and  Houte  of 
Iteprfenlatitet  of  the  United  Stata  of  America,  in 
Cengnn  attmbied.  That  the  Pniident  of  the  United 
Stales  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorixed  and  empowered,' 
wkuiiLiu  in  his  apinion  tiie  pnblic  aatsty  shall  require, 
to  lay  aa  embargo  on  all  ships  snd  vessels  in  the  porta 
fA  the  United  Btatea,  or  upon  the  ships  and  Teesela  of 
any  fcrogn  nation,  under  sacb  regulation!  bs  the  cir- 
cusBtiacca  of  the  case  may  require,  and  to  contione 
at  rmoke  the  aame  whenever  he  shall  think  proper. 
And  the  Prewdent  la  hereby  iiilly  authoriied  to  give 
an  such  ordem  to  th£  officers  or  the  United  States  a* 
nay  be  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  effect: 
Prmded,  Tlie  aotbarity  albresaid  absll  not  be  eier- 
dscd  while  the  CengreH  of  the  United  Stales  be  in 
■eawon.  And  any  embargo  which  may  be  laid  by  tbe 
PtesidsM,  as  albresaid,  shall  cease  anl>  determine  in 
fifteen  days  from  Ae  actnal  meeting  of  Congreaa  next 
aAcT  layiag  the  eame. 

Sac.  1.  And  be  it  furihtr  enaeted.  That  this  act 
AaD  coMiniM  and  be  in  force  untU  Bfken  days  after 
tbe  comaMneement  of  the  next  ssssion  of  Congress, 


freighter,  or  factor.  Tbii  is  a  principle  which 
would  disgrace  the  roost  tyrannical  code  of  the 
most  tyrannical  Oovernment  ihat  ever  existed. 

Section  stxih  eubjecls  ihe  reputed  owner  to  the 
same  forfeitures  and  penalties  as  ibe  real  owner 


but  to  a  conviciion«ad  punishment,  because  hia 
name  happens  to  appear  on  a  terliflcate  of  regis- 
try, enrolment,  or  license,  or  the  last  clearance 
or  custom-house  document,  though  he  may  have 
no  interest  or  property  whatever  in  (he  ship  ot 
vessel  that  shill  violate  the  law,  and  no  knowl- 
edge of  such  violation,  or  of  any  intentioo  to  vio- 
late tbe  law.  This  sama  seiilion  establishes  on- 
warrantable  restrictions  on  (be  sale  and  IraDsfer 
of  proper(y,  far  ills  provided  that  no  sale  shall  be 
recognised  or  rendered  effectual,  until  a  bond  shall 
be  given  equal  to  three  hundred  dollars  for  each 
ton  of  such  ship  or  vessel  so  proposed  to  be  sold, 
conditioned  that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not,  dur- 
ing (be  continuance  of  the  embargo,  contra  veneot 
infringe  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  acts. 
A  ve.isel  of  one  hundred  tons  burden  cannot  ba 
sold  without  entering  a  bond  of  930,000;  an  enor- 
mous bond,  which  very  few,  if  any.  such  own- 
ers would  be  able  to  obtain,  tbougn  under  the 
most  pressing  necessity  of  selling  to  obtain  the 
means  of  subsistence,  or  bread  for  his  family. 
Who  would  entangle  his  fortune  with  such  a 
bond?  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
whether,  even  to  oblige  a  suffering  neighbor,  he 
would  pWdge  his  farm  and  mills  by  entering  into 
such  a  bond  1  I  have  too  K6od  an  opinion  of  his 
prodence  and  foresight  (o  believe  be  would  thus 
encumber  the  place  of  his  digniSed  retirement 
with  such  a  bond;  and  if  his  patriotism  would 
not  induce  him  Co  give  such  a  bond,  who  is  there 
that  would  do  hf  As  well  might  Congress  pass 
a  law  declaring  it  unlawful  to  sell  stall,  as  to  pass 
this  law;  for  it  is  an  indirect  mode  of  doing  th« 
came  thing.  And  has  the  Constitution  given  10 
Congress  any  such  power?  If  we  are  doomed- to 
suffer  under  the  embargo  system,  it  is  better  far 
to  !top  the  coasting  trade  altogether,  and  chain 
our  coasters,  as  are  our  other  vessels,  to  rot  si  our 
wharves,  than  to  disgrace  our  country  by  such  an 
act.  Au  act  which  only  tantalizes  our  citizens 
with  the  show  of  a  toasting  trade,  when,  by  re- 
quiring excessive  bonds,  imposing  burdensome 
restrictions,  and  submitting  the  whole  to  the  arbi- 
trary discretion  and  caprice  of  a  host  of  collectors 
'  will  in  fact  be  BDnihitated,  or  nearly  so ;  an  act 
'bich,  under  pretence  of  reguladuj^  the  sale  of 
vessels,  han  required  a  bond  which  in  its  opera- 
tion wonht.  in  most  cases,  amount  to  an  absolute 
prohibition.  An  act  which  opens  a  door  for  ihe 
most  wanton  favoritism  and  cruet  oppression  ;  an 
which  violates  some  of  the  most  important 
principles  of  juslice. 
The  seventh  section  contains  a  most  extraordi- 


10  deprive  tbe  party  of  his  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
an  impartial'jury  of  the  vicinity,- before  whom 
the  party  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  adduce 
evidenc^  and  make  bis  defence.    By  this  bill,  the 
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final  decision,  whatever  it  may  {>e,  is  referred  to 
the  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury,  an  Eieculive 
officer,  holding  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Presi deal,  and  residing  in  thiscJIy,  the  seat  of  the 
Creaeral  Oovernroent,  which,  as  regards  the  con- 
Teoieiice  of  a  great  porlion  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates,  is  in  adistant  land.  The  seclion  pro- 
TJdes  that,  in  all  suitit  on  bonds  given  by  virtue 
of  thia  or  any  of  the  embargo  acts,  conditioned 
that  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  the  cargo  of 
a  vessel,  shall  be  relaoded  in  the  United  States, 
judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  defendant, 
Qoless  proof  shall  be  given  of  such  relaadiog,  or 
the  loss  of  the  veisel  at  sea.  But  neither  capture, 
distress,  or  any  other  accident  whatever,  shall  be 
pleaded  or  given  in  evidence  in  any  such  suit. 
What  possible  difference  can  there  be  between 
depriving  a  party  of  his  trial  by  jury  altogether, 
and  precluding  tne  evidence  necessary  to  his  de- 
fence and  the  establiibment  of  his  innocence  1  It 
is  an  axiom  admitted  in  all  codes,  that  the  act 
of  God  shall  prejudice  no  man.  But,  by  this  bill, 
if  a  vessel  hound,  for  example,  from  New  York 
la  New  Haven,  should  have  a  single  hogshead  of 
rum  on  board,  and,  in  a  tbuDderstoicn,  this  should 
be  set  on  fire  and  consumed,  and  the  vessel  fortu- 
nately escape,  because  the  rclanding  of  the  rum, 
or  the  loss  of  the  vessel,  cannot  be  proved,  jude- 
ment  is  to  go  on  the  bond — altbougo  (he  derena- 
ant  Las  the  most  incontroveriibfe  evidence  to 
prove  the  above  fact,  (the  destruction  of  the  rum,) 
a  complete  defence  al  law — not  by  custom-house 
oaths,  of  Avhich ,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
seems  to  think  so  lightly  (and  which  I  am  sorry 
be  should  disparage,  ae  on  them  depend*  much  of 
our  revenue,)  hut  by  the  oaths  ot  the  most  re- 
speclable  characters  of  our  country,  who  may  be 
on  board,  and  eye-witnesses  of  the  fact;  nay,  k 
might  happen  to  be  the  gentleman  himself.  An- 
other  case;  in  a  storm,  to  save  the  vesse 
their  lives,  the  crew  and  passengers  throw 
board  a  cargo  of  flour,  or  such  as  may  be  on  deck 
and  in  the  way  of  working  ibc  ship;  proof  of  this 
is  not  to  be  admitted  before  the  court  and  jury, 
but  judgment  is  to  be  rendered  against  the  defend- 
ant. Many  other  snch  like  eases  might  be  put 
equally  strong.  Article  seventh,  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  provides,  that  "where 
the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed  twenty  dol- 
lars, the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved." 
Two  of  the  prominent  articles  of  grievance  set 
forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ate  '- 
these  words: 

"  For  depriving  us  in  many  cases  of  the  benefil 
of  trial  by  jury." 

"For  transporting  us  beyond  ihe  leas,  to  be 
tried  for  pretended  offences." 

To  .deprive  the  party  of  the  right  to  plead 
g;ive  in  evidence  what  would  establish  his 
cocence,  is  to  deprive  him  of  his  trial ;  to  require 
a  court  to  render  judgment  on  abond  ngainst  the 
defendant,  who  is  prepared  and  offers  his  plea  and 
evidence,  to  estabiisha  complete  and  legal  defence 
before  a  court  and  jury,  is  to  deprive  him  of  his 
trial  by  jury,  and  i^  a  denial  of  justice.  And  to 
send  a  defendant  thus  condemned  to  the  City  of 


WashingloD  to  obtain  relief  is  indeed  sending 
him"tq  be  tried  for  preiended  offences."  But, 
says  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  the  humane 
provision  contained  in  the  twelth  section,  the  per- 
unjut<tly  condemned  may  escape  the 
penalties  of  the  law.  And  how?  By  conform- 
ing to  the  law  of  March  3d,  1797,  which  provides 
for  mitigating  or  remitting  forfeitures,  penalties. 
:iid  disahiiities.  That  is,  by  going  hundreds  of 
niles  from  bis  own  home  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington,(little  less  inconvenient  than  n  voyage 
~   ross  the  Atlantic,)  there  to  appear  not  before  an 

ipatiial  tribunal,  composed  of  judges  and  jurois 
of  nis  own  vicinity,  free  from  all  Executive  in- 
luence  and  party  bias,  but  before  the  Seccetary 
if  the  Treasury,  holding  his  office  at  the  will  of 
.he  Executive — not  in  the  manly  altitude  of  a 
:itizen  bold  in  conscious  innocence,  to  defend  hii 
character  against  the  imputation  of  being  a  vio- 
lator of  the  laws  of  his  country — but  iu  tne  alti- 
tude of  a  suppliant,  against  whom  judgment  has 
already  been  pronouncsd  ;  humbly  prayiog,  on  the 
bended  knee,  for  the  remission  of  th«  penalty  of 
the  law;  which  he  can  claini,  not  as  matter  of 
Rght,  but  of  grace.  Is  it  possible  that  free-born 
Americans  can  submit  to  such  indignity?  Is  it 
that  the  character,  the  feelings,  and  tbe  in- 

nee  of  the  American  people  are  to  be  made  the 

sport  of  an  embargo  system?  No,  sir,  pass  this 
law,  and  that  system  now  oppres<iive  will  become 
odious,  more  odious,  if  possible,  than  were  the 
measures  of  the  British  Parliament,  which  drove 
us  ijiio  the  RevuliTtion,  induced  us  to  bear  all  the 
hardships  of  a  long  war,  and  severed  the  colonies 
from  the  parent  country. 

Sec.  9 — Authorizes  the  collectors  to  seize  or  take 
inio  their  custody,  without  warrant,  without  evi- 
dence, and  at  their  Own  discretion,. specie,  or  any 
article  of  domestic  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, when  there  is  reason  to  believe  they  are  in- 
tended for  exportation;  or  when  in  vessels, carls, 
wagons,  sleighs,  or  any  other  carriage,  or  in  any 
manner  apparently  on  their  way  towards  the  ter- 
ritory of  a  foreign  nation,  or  in  the  vicinity  there- 
of, or  towards  a  place  whence  such  artii^es  ate 
inlended  to  be  exported.  This  seizure  maybe 
made,  not  only  on  board  a  vessel,  but  on  the  Land ; 
not  only  in  a  carl,  wagon,  or  Meigh^  but  where- 
ever  they  may  be;  provided  there  is  reason  to 
believe  they  are  intended  for  exportation.  Money 
is  not  kept  in  the  highway  or  open  field;  but  in 
a  bouse,  in  a  desk,  or  private  drawer ;  flour  and 
other  articles  of  produce  are  not  kept  in  a  situ- 
ation to  be  exposed  lo  the  weather,  or  other  in- 
jury, but  in  warehouses  or  stores:  when,  there- 
fore, an  authority  is  given  to  take  these  articles, 
when  the  rolleclor  believes  they  are  inlended  for 
exportation,  it  is  to  lake  them  where  they  are 
usually  kept  and  may  be  expected  to  be  found. 
My  house,  I  Iiave  always  been  taught  lo  believe, 
was  my  castle,  my  sanctuary,  where  myself  and 

Froperty  could  remain  in  perfect  security,  unless 
should  have  forfeited  the  privilege  by  some 
crime  against  the  State.  Bat  are  we  not  about 
to  declare,  by  this  bill,  that  a  collector,  and  with- 
out any  warrant  from  a  civil  magiitrate,  and 
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nereljr  on  the  erouad  or  Mb  own  suEpIcioD,  and 
garenied  onljr  Dy  hia  own  discretioD,  may  ?Qter 
my  eaclosnre,  my  store,  my  dweltiag-bouse,  and 
ikcrc  lake  into  cmlody  my  money  and  oiber  ar- 
lietes?  Tbat  he  may  call  itie  military  lo  aid 
bin  ia  tbis  irorkl  In  the  progress  of  which, 
may  not  mr  prirate  and  moat  coatidential  papers 
be  exposed  1  Do  not  these  ihiag«  tend  to  irrita- 
tion, to  resistance,  to  bloodshed  t  Can  such 
Legtiliti*e  provisions  consist  with  a  wise  policy, 
with  the  principles  of  a  free  QoTeromenC,  or  the 
CoDnitation  or  the  United  ScateaT 

la  article  four  of  the  amendments,  it  is  provi- 
ded, thst^the  right  of  the  people  lobesecure  in  their 
'  pertona,  houses,  papers  and  effects,  against  uq- 
'  teaK>nablesearchesafldseizure&,shaUnot  bevio- 
*  laied ;  and  -no  warrant  shall  issue  bat  upon  prob- 
'  able  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmatioQ,  and 
'  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched 
'  aid  the  person  or  tfains"  to  be  seized." 

The  gentle  man  from  Virgiaid,  here,  as  in  other 
insUDces,  rests  his  defence  of  this  section  on  ilie 
law  foe  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  partic- 
ntarly  on  the  same  sixty-eighth  sectioD,  which  hat 
beea  read.  True  it  is,  that  fay  that  taw  the  qol- 
lectOT  is  autfaoriaed  to  go  on  board  a  Vessel  and 
make  search  or  seizure  without  warrant ;  but  the 
mameni.  he  sets  his  foot  on  (he  land,  and  wishes 
to  make  search  or  seizure,  application  on  oath 
must  be  made  to  s  magistrate  for  a  warrant,  to  be 
executed  in  the  manner  directed.  There  baE  al- 
ways been  a  difference  in  the  mode  of  enforcing 
the  Iaw>  on  board  of  vessels  on  the  water,  from 
whki  was  admitted  on  the  land  j  and  less  for- 
Bultty  and  cautioD  bos  been  observed  in  making 
search  and  seizure  oa  board  of  vessels,  than  what 
ia  required  oa  the  land.  In  our  stores  and  dwelling- 
hovset.  For  the  purpose  of  executing  the  law 
of  oalioBs  on  the  high  seas,  cocnmercial  tegu- 
Utims  and  the  collection  of  revenue,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  at  all  limes,  to  subjecC  vessels 
to  the  inconvenience  of  being  liable  to  search  and 
seizare  without  warrant,  end  without  much  for- 
mality. A  great  discriiunation  has  always  been 
nude  between  vessels  and  houses. 

There  is  an ol her  manifest  distinction  belween 
scores  under  the  lawforcoUeciine  tevetiue,  and 
the  prttent  bill;  there  the  ariic^  aeised  are 
claiaied  to  bare  become  forfeited;  but  by  the 
present  hilt  there  is  a  bare  suspicion  that  they  are, 
about  (0  to  be  proceeded  with  as  that  they  may  be- 
come forfeited.  Under  those  laws  the  properly 
is  immediately  phiced  in  the  custody  of  the  law, 
and  under  ih«  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  justice ; 
where  the  cliimant  can  have  a  trial,  and  if  be  can 
nuke  out  a  well-founded  claim, 'is  entitled  to  a 
icstoraiion  of  his  property.  By  this  bill,  the  prop- 
erty is  held  by  the  colleciors,  and  the  owner  has 
no  way  of  obtaining  the  same  but  by  substituting 
abon^with  sufficient  sureties  (which  the  parly 
may  aot  be  able  to  obtain)  (or  the  landing  or  de- 
livery of  the  same  in  some  place  in. the  United 
States,  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector, 
there  slialt  not  be  danger  of  such  articles  being 
esporltd. 

When  tb«  collector  has  seized  or  taken  moaey 


or  other  articles,  it  is  made  his  duty  to  guard 
them;  which  must  be  done  either  in  the  place 
where  taken,  or  in  some  other  place  to  wliich  he 
shall  in  his  discretion  remove  tbero.  And  for  ibe 
purpose  of  taking  into  custody  and  guarding  specie 
or  any  other  article,  the  lltb  section  authorizes 
the  Presideot  of  the  United  States,  or  «uch  other 
persnn  as  he  shall  have  appointed,  to  employ  the 
land  and  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United 
Slates.  Take  either  alternative,  the  law  cannot 
be  executed  without  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. For  suppose  it  to  be  money,  and  to  avoid 
any  question  about  an  unreasooable  search,  we 
will  suppose  the  collector  present  in  my  house, 
and  sees  me  count  and  place  a  large  sum  of  mon- 
ey in  m)f  desk,  which  he  believes  is  intended  for 
exportation  in  violation  of  the  embargo,  and 
makes  a  seizure,  as  would  be  his  duly  under  this 
bill.  If  the  money  is  not  to  be  retnoved,  he  must, 
or  may,  introduce  a  soldier  or  soldiers  into  my 
hotise  to  guard  it ;  which  would  be  In  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  3d  article  of  the  amendments  to  (he 
Constitution,  which  says,  "no  soldier  shall  in 
me  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house,  without 


thect 
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to  be  prescribed  by  law."  If  the 
money  is  lobe  removed  to  some  other  (in  the' 
opinion  of  the  collector)  safe  place,  then  is  there 
a  violation  of  the  5lh  article  of  the  amendments, 
which  says,  that  no  person  shall  be  "deprived  of 
hia  life,  liberty  or  properly,  without  due  process 

Sec.  10— Gives  to  the  Presideni's  instruclioDi, 
and  the  rules  he  may  prescribe,  the  auiboriiy  of 
law.  Are  we  nreparej  for  this,  to  authorize  the 
President  to  make  proclamation  laws  T  In  that  sec- 
tion it  is  provided,  thst  lli;  powers  ei>en  to  col* 
lectors  "shall  be  exercised  in  conlormily  with 
'  such  instructions  as  the  President  may  give,  and 
such  general  rules  as  he  may  prescribe  for  that 


„  eral  rules  the 
'  collectors  shall  be  bound  to  obey.  Apd  if  any 
'action  or  suit  be  brought  against  any  coUec- 
'  tor  or  other  person,  acting  under  the  directions 
'  of  aud  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  he  may  plead 
'  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  in- 
'  struciions  and  regulations  of  the  President,  ia 
'evidence  for  his  juslificBtiou  and  defence." 
Neither  in  this  or  the  former  act  is  there  any  rule 
laid  doyrn  by  which  the  President's  instructions 
are  to  be  governed — consequently,  they  depend 
on  his  own  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure ;  and  it  is 
made  the  dutr  of  the  collectors  to  pay  implicit 
obedience  to  Inose  insiruclions,  and  througn  the 
collectors  they  are  to  operate  upon  the  property 
and  concerns  of  the  people.  There  is  no  mode 
pointed  out  by  which  these  instructions  are  to  be 
promulgated  and  made  known,  as  are  the  laws. 
By  the  Constitution,  all  laws  are  to  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  two  branches  ofihe  Legislature  and 
be  approved  by  the  President.  But,  according  to 
this  section,  the  President's  instruciions,  proceed- 
ing from  ibe  recesses  of  the  palace,  and  commu- 
nicated only  to  the  collectors,  are  to  have  the 
binding  force  of  law— are  to  affect  the  ptopeity 
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of  ihe  ciiizena  of  the  United  Slaiei 
— are  to  coqltoI  ihe  courts  of  justice — and  thus 
i  vioUte  thai  saactuary  which  has  always  been  es- 

I  teemed  a  eieat  bulwark  to  guard  the  liberties  of 

a  free  peoj)1c.  These  iaslructioos  are  to  be  given 
in  evidence  oa  aay  suit  againsl  [he  officer  for  his 
jnstificaiion  and  defence.  If  the  ofiicei  ts  bound 
to  ahev  these  inslruntions,  the  courts  musl  neces- 
sarily De  bouod  10  receive  theni  as  evidence  in 
juslifination  of  the  collector— the  consequence 
necessarily  follows  thai  they  tnust  control  (he 
courts  ofjustice. 

To  support  (he  principle  of  this  section  of  the 
bill,  the  gfnllcman  from  Virginia  has  reod  lO  us 
a  law  of  the  Uailej  Slates  passed  in  June,  1794, 
authorizing  the  President  to  lay  an  embargo,  pro- 
TJde  the  nvcessary  regulaiiona  for  carrying  it  into 
effect  and  for  revoking  cbf  same.  Whether  1  did 
or  dio  not  vote  for  thai  law  1  do  not  now  recol- 
lect; the  yeas  aod  nays  were  not  taken.  But  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  wiih  my  present 
impressioDs,  I  should,  under  like  circumstances, 
Totefor  such  a  law,  either  under  the  then  Ad- 
minislraliun   or  the  present.     We  then  had   dis- 

Eutes  with  the  British  Government,  which,  un- 
its settled  by  the  negotiation  then  pending,  must 
jletminate  in  war..  We  had  adopted  every  defen- 
sive measure  in  our  power,  and  Cotizress  were 
about  to  adjauro,  and  wait  the  issue  at  tiie  nego- 
tiation. If  unsuccessful  it  might  becorue  nece*- 
■ary  suddenly  to  stap  our  vessels  in  our  harbors, 
previous  to  a  declaration  of  war.  Congress  could 
not  be  convened,  so  as  to  pass  a  law,  much  short 
of  two  months.  It  resulted  therefore,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  thai,  the  power  must  be  lodged 
•oraewhere  ;  and  where  more  properly  than  with 
the  Chief  Magistrate  T  In  my  opinion,  the  power 
to  lay  an  embargo  is  not  given  to  Congress  by 
that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  whicli  gives  the 
power  to  regulate  comraerce;  it  is  in  direct  hos- 
tility lo  commerce.  The  power  to  lay  an  em- 
bargo, follows  as  a  necessary  appendage  to  the 
power  of  making  war.  The  case  might  happen 
when  even  the  commanding  oEGcer  of  the  army 
might  bejustified  in  laying  an  embargo  on  all;ihipB 
and  vessels  in  certain  harbors  and  river!<,  when 
n^essary  lo  aid  a  militnry  cipedilioa  then  on 
foot.  The  Parliament  of  England  have  the  sole 
power  to  regulate  commerce;  the  King  hat  the 

Eiwer  of  declaring  war  aod  of  laying  sn  embargo. 
ut  this  is  a  power  to  be  exercised  with  great 
caution  ;  it  is  a  measure  temporary  in  its  nature. 
The  present  ij,l  believe,  the  first  experiment  of  a 
permanent  embargo.  It  is  a  power,  when  given 
to  the  Executive,  which  is  to  be  carefully  euarded; 
■»  was  the  law  in  1794,  by  which  the  President 
waa  not  to  lay  an  embargo  wben  Congress  were 
in  leision,  nor  that  should  continue  in  force  bot 
for  a  short  time  after  Congress  should  convene. 

To  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  opinion  in  this 
ease,  it  is  proper  to  inquire  what  in  an  embargo. 
An  embargo,  in  its  nature  and  legitimate  import, 
U  most  emphatically  a  measure,  not  affecting  the 
internal  policy  of  a  country,  but  operating  upon 
the  water,  in  relation  to  ships  and  vessels..  Its 
piopei  elemeDC  is  the  water,  not  the  land ;  but 


Congress,  during  the  la»t  session  and  the  preseDl, 
have  been  laboriDglocoDTert  this  water-fowl  in* 
to  a  land-turtle,  wbich  might  creep  into  the  en- 
closure of  every  man  in  the  nation.  Upon  .  these 
principles,  an  embargo  law,  or  resolution,  would 
be  very  short,  as  was  that  in  1794.  But  in  the 
present  case.  Congress  have  accumulated  one  long 
intricate  statute  upon  another,  until  the  property 
of  the  whole  country  is  involved  within  tbeii 
grasp.  In  short,  iheeflbrt  has  been  to  convert  an 
embargo  into  a  non-exportation  act.  In  this,  aa 
in  many  other  cases,  a  wrong  title  has  been  adopt- 
ed ;  and  from  that  circumstance  arisen  much  of 
our  present  embarrassment'.  Had  the  Lawof  1794, 
giving  to  Ihe  President  of  the  Uoited  States  the 
power  of  laying  an  embargo,  so  confidently  relied 
on  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  justifying 
the  powers  and  principles  nf  tte  present  hill,  coa- 
lained  such  powers  and  such  principles,  it  never 
would  have  had  my  support  or  my  vole.  It  would 
have  meritedconfla^ratioo,  and  tohive  been  burnt, 
as  on  another  occasion  was  the  law  of  a  Slate,  by 
no  ordinary  fire. 

Mr.  President,  after  enumerating  such  a  cata- 
logue of  arbitrary  restrictions,  oppressive  regula- 
tions, and  Dnconstitutional  provisions,  comprised 
in  this  one  bill,  could  it  have  been  im&gined 
that  there  was  one  objeciionable  section  still  left 
for  consideration,  more  alarming  than  any  that 
hare  preceded?  One  that  makes  a  full  stride  to- 
wards the  introduction  of  a  military  despotism? 
It  is  section  II,  which  says; 

"  That  it  iliBll  be  lawfiil  fbr  tbc  President  of  (li«  Uni- 
ted States,  or  such  other  psnon  aa  he  shall  have  em- 
powered for  that  purpose,  lo  employ  such  part  of  tbo 
liod  or  naval  force,  or  militia  of  the  United  Statu,  or 
ofthe  Territories  thereof,  as  m*;  be  judged  nacenaiy, 
in  confomiily  nltfa  the  provisious  of  ibis  and  the  othec 
nets  respecting  the  embargo,  fbr  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  illegal  departurs  of  any  ship  or  vevel,  or  of 
detaining,  taking  poiaenlon  of,  and  keeping  in  eualod* 
any  ship  orveaicl,  orof  taking  into  custody  and  gnard- 
ing  any'ipecie  or  ailiciei  of  domestic  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  and  also  Tor  the  purpose  of  preventing 
and  auppresaing  any  armed  or  riotoni  aaaembUge  ai 
persons  resiiting  the  custom-houss  oSicers  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  dtities,  or  in  any  manner  oppoeing  tho 
exBCQtioii  ofthe  laws  laying  an  embargo,  or  otherwisa 
violating,  or   saaiating  and  abetting  violations  of  tfae 

Here  we  see  the  militarr  called  on,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  execute  the  laws— taking  the  lead 
under  a  military  chief;  not  following  in  the  train 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  civil  magistrate,  as 
ouffht  invariably  to  be  the  case  tn  a  well  reg'ila- 
leo  free  QovernmenT.  Under  such  a  Oov^rnmenl, 
the  laws  have  always  been  carefully  guarded,  to 
keep  the  military  in  nnbordinatimi  to  the  civil 
power.  Once  permit  the  military  to  get  the  up- 
per hand,  and  your  liberties  are  gone.  By  this 
bill  under  whose  direclio'i  is  the  military,  in  the 
bosom  of  a  Stale,  to  be  placed  7  not  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Slate,  nor  of  any  officer  who 
has  received  his  appointment  from  a  State,  or 
whose  apppointmeni  hns  been  made  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  this  Senate;  but  qfapeisoa 


.dbyCoo^le 


297 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


DiOUIBER,  1808. 


Enforeement  of  the  Embargo. 


who  is  to  receive  his  appoiotment  from  the  Presi- 
deni's  sole  nuthotitjr.  That  do  such  power  as  is 
eoniaJDed  in  ihe  praTisioDsof  ihis  bill,  is  neces- 
»Tf  foe  ihe  purpose  of  pzecating  the  laws,  or 
quelling  iDsurrectioQs,  is  manirest  from  pasi  ex- 
perirncp.  Under  Ihis  Consiitulion  we  have  had 
toe  insurreetioD,  and  also  a  powerful  combinatioD 
to  resist  the  executioa  of  the  laws.  What  wos 
the  condact  then  ?  Forfunately  for  our  counlcy, 
our  ihen  Chief  Magistrate  was  both  a  soldier  and 
a  statesmaD.  A  statesman  who  was  dulf  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  keepins  the  militarf^  in  sub- 
ordinalion  to  the  ciTil  pcwer.  la  the  Western  In 
nirrectioD,  a  considerable  military  force  was  called 
ODt.  to  the  amoant  of  ihaasauds,  and  marched 
a^instthe  iniargents,  but  they  were  preceded  by 
the  marshal  of  the  Uisltici,  the  attorneir,  and  the 
judge.  Anil  instead  nfmilitarf  execution,  the  mild 
piocesi  of  the  civil  law  was  resorted  10 ;  and  was 
foDod  snfficient  to  hrin^  offeoders  to  justice,  and 
maiDUin  the  tbajesty  of  the4aws.  Theinsurrec 
Eion  wax  quelled,  and  tranquillity  restored  to  our 
eoantiy.  The  eombinaiion  under  Fries,  to  resist 
the  execuitoD  of  the  taws,  was  also  suppressed  by 
a  resort  to  the  like  mild  but  tfficieot  measures. 
No  soggestioQ  was  then  made  that  it  was  neces- 
saty  that  ipore  of  the  military  should  he  intro- 
duced into  anr  civil  code. 

The  laws  of  the  United  Sutes  and  the  iSiaie 
Im'^s  bare  made  ample  provisions  for  calliai^in 
the  aid  of  the  military,  wheh  necessary  to  execute 
the  taws.  By  the  act  of  Febraary  38,  1795,  the 
Piesident  is  clothed  with  ample  power  to 
military  force  to  execute  the  laws,  obserTtng:  the 
accessary  prereqaisite  of  a  proclamation  ;  and  by 
the  ainth  section  of  the  $ame  act,  llie  marshals 
aie  ebttaed  with  che-same  power  and  authority, 
to  enable  them  to  execute  their  dttty,  as  is  giien 
lotbesheriK  in  the  sereral  States.  Add  that 
this  is  tofficient,  the  experience  of  every  Slate 
evinces.  Why  this  attempt  to  place  the  execu- 
don  of  the  )aws,in  the  first  iustance,  io  the  haod: 
of  the  military?  Why  tbia  iunovatioo  oa  oui 
ancieol  osagel  I  fear  it  bodes  no  good  to  oui 
conn  try. 

Has  ibe  embargo,.whieh  was  professed  to  be 
laid  fot  the  benevoleDt  purpose  of  "preseiving 
our  TtMels,  our  seaman,  and  our  merchandise,"  be- 
come so  unpopular,  so  odious,  that  it  cannot  be 
eieeaied  through  the  mild  medium  of  courts  of 
jositee;  bat  that  the  eoantry«iusi  be  put  under 
martial  law,  and  the  bayonet  lA  the  soldier  subsii- 
mied  in  the' place  of  the  tribunal  of  justice?  If 
so,  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  Id  a  GoverDraenl  like 
oars,  reating  wholly  on  the  popular  vo.ce,  no  law 
oogfat  to  be  eontitiued  that  witl  require  a  military 
cxecDttoD. 

I  do  hope,  and  must  hope,  until  the  signature 
of  the  President  to  the  act  »halt  be  announced  to 
the  Senate,  that  this  bill  will  nerer  pass  the  dif- 
fereat  branches,  and  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent. The  plea  that  it  is  necessary  for  carrying 
the  embargo  into  effect,  will  not  justify  the  mea- 
■ure.  Thia  same  plea  of  necessity  has  always 
been  resorted  to  by  tyrants.  It  is  io  times  when 
parties  ran  faiBh,  and  uiider  popular  lehders,  (hat 


illy  o  .     _ 

try.  I  do  not  believe,  Hir,  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Slates  are  yet  prepared  to  surrender  their 
liberties  at  the  shrine  of  either  foreign  or  domes- 
tic tvranny,  though  it  should  be  recommended 
by  the  most  popular  Of  their  favorites.  The 
American  people  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
thebistoryof  former  Repnblica  to  submit  their 
necks  to  the  yoke,  and  to  wear  the  chains  of  sla- 
very, however  gilded,  and  though  invited  to  wear 
them  by  the  seductive  voice  of  parly  spirit. ,  Wheo 
it  shall  be  discovered  (and  an  attempt  to  execute, 
ihis  act,  if  unfoitunately  it  should  pass,  will  open 
the  eyes  of  the  people^  and, they  will  discover, 
that  there  is  an  attack  on  civil  liberty,  the  party 
dissensions  which  now  distract  our  unhappy  coun- 
try, and  are  the  cause  of  so  "much  mischief,  will 
dinappear ;  and  public  spirit,  notwithstanding  the 
operation  of  political  soporifics,  must  be  awakened. 
The  people,  coming  forth  in  their  might,  would 
at  once  put  down  the  first  essay  towards  the  worst 
of  despotisms,  a  military  despotism. 

In  my  mind,  the  present  prospect  excites  the 
most  serious  apprehensions.  A  storm  seeems  to 
be  gathering,  which  portends  not  a  tempest  oo  the 
ocean,  but  domestic  convulsions.  However  pain- 
ful  the  task,  a  sense  of  duty  calls  upon  me  to  raise 
my  voice,  and  use  my  utmost  exertions  to  prevent 
the  passing  of  this  bill.  I  feel  myself  bound  in 
coDscience  to  declare,  test  the  blood  of  those  who 
may  fall  in  thu  execution  of  ihis  measure  should 
be  on  my  head,  that  I  do  consider  this  to  be  an 
act  which  directs  a  mortal  blow  at  the  liberties  of 
my  couBtry;  an  act  coolaining  UDCODstitulionat 
prdvistons,  to  which  the  people  are  not  bounil  to 
submit,  and  to  which  in  my  opinion  they  will' i^ot 

Mr.  Pope  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bilL 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  7  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  7, 
as  follows : 

Yei9 — Messrs,  Anderson,  Condi t,  Crawford,  Frank- 
fm,  GEullsrd,  Giles,  Gregg,  Kitchel,  Milledge,  Mitchill, 
M«ore,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  Yoil,  8milh  of  Tennessee,  Sumter,  Thruston, 
Tiffin,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs,  Gilmsn,  Goodrich,  Hillhouse,  Lloyd, 
Mathewson,'^  Pickering,  and  White. 

So  it  was,  Reiolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  enforce  and 
make  more  eSecIual  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  alt  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
several  aai»  supplementary  thereto." 

TavKaDAT,  December  23.  ' 
The  bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives yesterday  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  White  and  others,"  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pro- 
prietoi^  of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, Io  have  the  same  subdivided  and  admitted 
to  record,"  was  read ;  aad,  by  unanimous  consent, 
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the  bill  was  read  a  Mcond  time,  nod  referred  to 
Messrs.  Wbite,  Llotd,  and  BB4Dt.GT,  to  con- 
sider and  report  ibereoa. 

The  Senate  resunied,  as  !□  Commiltee  of  ibe 
Whole,  ihe  report  of  the  selecC  coramitlee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  aU' 
ihorizing  the  Fresideot  to  emplov  aa  additional 
Dumber  of  rereoue  cutters;"  ant!  on  rooiioD  by 
Mr.  Crawford,  the  ftirtber  eonsi deration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed. 

Friday,  December  28. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam White  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
lime  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitchill,  ORsea, 
aad  BRAnLBY,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Monday,  December  36. 
The  Vice  PREUDBirr  being  indisposed,  the 
BeDBte  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  December  27. 
The  Vice  pREeiDEHT  conlinuiDg  indUposed, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

WEi>NBaDAY,  December  28. 

The  Vice  President  being  absent  by  reason 
of  the  ill  state  of  his  healih,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tempore,  as  the 
Constitution  provides;  and  Stephen  R.  BBtn- 
LEY  was  appointed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  acquaint  him 
that  the  Senate  hare,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice 
President,  elected  Stephen  R.  Bradley  iheii 
President  pro  tempore. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Ordered,  That  the  Seeretarf  make  a  like  com- 
munication to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea. 

The  followmg  Message  was  received  from  the 
pBESinENT  or  THE  United  States: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Vailed  Staiet  .- 

According  to  the  reqoeit  of  the  8eoal«,  in  their 
TBsolotioD  of  NoTember  14,  that  copies  should  b«  liid 
befbre  them  of  all  ths  nrdenl  and  decraea  of  Ae  bidlig- 
arent  Power*  of  Earope,  pui«d  linee  1791,  tSecUng 
the  commerciBl  ilghta  of  the  United  States,  I  now 
tranainit  them  a  report  of  the  Secretai;  of  State,  of 
■nch  ofthem  u  have  b«en  atlainabla  in  the  Deput- 
ment  of  State,  and  are  inppoaed  to  have  entered  into 
the  vicos  of  the  Senate. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DiciMaBm  23,  1S08; 

The  Measage and  papera  BceompatiyiDg  it  were 
read,  and  five  hundred  copies  iheieof  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Phebident  op  tbe  United  States: 
1\tllit  Senate  of  the  Vniled  Stalet  t 

AcCDiding  to  tbe  requeat  eipraasad  by  Ihe  Senate, 
in  their  leaolution  of  Navembei  14,  I  now  transmit  a, 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treoaury,  and  statement. 


showing,  as  ftr  aa  return*  have  been  recoived  from  the 
collectors,  the  number  of  veeaelB  which  have  departed 
from  the  L'aited  States  with  permiaaion,  and  apecify- 
iag  the  otber  particular*  contemplated  by  that  reaolutioD^ 
TH.  JEFFERSOW. 

Dacixaia  S7,  ISO^. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
three  hundred  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  pnoted 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

'.  MiLLGDOE  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Brown,  an  officer  of  artillery,  during  tbe 
whole  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  staling  hi*  ser- 
vices in  that  arduous  contest,  and  praying  that, 
at  an  advanced  age,  he  may  be  placed  above  the 
pressure  of  want;  and  the  petition  was  read  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Mfllsdge,  Fbankun,  and 
Qrego,  Io  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  MiTcuiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Eunice  Hunt,  made 
report  i  which  was  read  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  report  of  the  select  oommittee  la 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  bd- 
thoriziog  the  President  to  employ  an  additional 
number  of  revenue  cutlers;"  and  baviog  agreed 
10  the  amendment,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  amended.  On  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  aa  amended}  itira* 
determined  in  tbe  affirmative. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed;  that  the  bill  making' 
a  luither  appropriation  towards  completing  ibtt 
two  wings  of  the  Capitol  at  the  City  of  Wasbing- 
ton,  and  for  oilier  purpose*,  be  further  postponed. 

Mr.  Gbeqs  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Baohtd,  Thai  the  Secietai?  of  the  Senate  do  Cauaa 
to  b«  bound  aa  many  seta  of  the  documents  accompa- 
nying the  Maaaages  of  the  President  of  the  United 
State*  of  the  twentj-second  and  Ihirtiatb  aC  March, 
one  thouiand  eight  hundrH)  and  eight,  and  also  of  the 
document*  accompanying  the  Preaident'a  Measaga  of 
the  eighth  of  NoTcmlMr,  one  thousand  ei^t  hmidrsd 
and  eigh^  aa  aball  be  sufficient. to  famiah  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  with  one  copy,  to  be  delivered  dur- 
ing the  preaent  sesaion. 

TrESDAY,  December  29. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresemaiiTC* 
informed  Ihe  Seoaie  ibat  the  House  have  paaaed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to<coniinue  in  foroe,  for  a 
further  time,  the  fitst  section  of  tbe  act,  entitled 
'An  act  further  to  oiotect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  Unitea  Stales  against  the  Barbarf' 
Powers;"  a  hill,  entitled  "Anact  authorizing  the 
appointment  and  employmeot  of<BQ  additiuoal 
number  of  navy  offi cert,  seamen,  and  mailnea;" 
also,  a  bill,  entiiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  An- 
gustin  Serry;"  in  which  billa  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed 
the  hill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an  act. 
eaiiiled  'An  act  for  (ha  extending  the  term:i  of 
credit  on  revenue  bonds  in  cerlaio  caaea,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments ;  iu  (rhich 
they  request  liie  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biU  making  a  further  appropriatioo  t»— 
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w«rd«  eompletins  ihe  two  wiogs  of  ihe  Capitol 
at  ifae  City  of.  WMhioxioD,  and  for  other  par- 
p09Fs;sndihebilt  bavJDK  been  amended, ibePreu- 
dent  reported  ii  lothe  House  aceordiDgl]'.  On  the 
qoMtioD,  Shall  this  bill  be  eogroMed  Bad  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  t  it  was  deleimioed  id  the 
affinmti*«. 

Mi.  Tirnit,  from  the  cominittee,  repotted  the 
KmendmeDts  to  the  bill,  eaiiiled  "An  ict  auihot' 
izing  the  Prerideni  to  employ  an  additioiial  DQm- 
ha  of  RTenae  cutlers,"  earreeilf  engrossed ;  and 
tke  bill  was  reid  the  ihird  time. 

Reaelted,  That  this  bill  pass  with  ameBdments. 

Ur.  Pope  pTe:ieDted  the  peliilon  of  Ihe  Manoe 
fnsurance  Company  of  Alenadria,  \\tmy{ng  an 
eztcBsion  of  iheir  charter,  authorizing;  tbem  to 
-'make  insurance?  agamst  fire,  oir  houses,  house' 
hold  furnilare,  and  goods,  wans,  and  merehaa- 
dise,  within  the  United  Slates  j"  and  ibe  petition 
w«3  read  ant)  referred  to  Messrs.  Pope,  Giles, 
and  RoBtNSON.  to  consider  and  tenon  thereon. 

Tbc  three  bills  last  broag hi  up  tot  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Mouse  of  Represeola- 
liTcs  to  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  sopplemenial  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  eiteudin^  ifae  terms 
of  credit  on  rerenoe  hoods  in  certain  caset,  and 
for  other  parposes,"  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideratioa. 

The  Seaaie  resumed  tfae  consideration  of  ihe 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  nf  Eunice  Hunt,  aitd  agreed  iheieto 
acccrrdiiiglT ;  and 

flewrfred,  That  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbahkun, 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  conliDue  in  force, 
for  a  lurther  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  eo- 
tilled  'Ad  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  Ihe  Bat' 
huj  Powers,"  was  read  ihe  second  lime  by  tinan- 
imoDs  coniem,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  FnAHSurt, 
AxDcasoit.  and  Hillbodbb,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereoD. 

FBiDAy,  December  30. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  ap- 
poiaimeat  aod  employment  of  auadditionaJinaDi- 
Der  nf  nary  officers,  seamen,  and  marities,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  aod  referred  to  Messrs. 
WaiTB.  Gbeco,  and,MiLLED0B,  to  coaaider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  fallowing  Message  was  receired  from  the 
PaaaiDEMT  of  the  United  States  : 
T«  tkt  Senate  and  Hmut  of 

SepraetUatiae*  of  the  Vhiled  Slala : 

I U;  before  the  Legialatnrs  a  letter  from  Gitr^rnoi 
Chibcsne  on  the  subject  of  a  (mall  tribe  of  Alabeini 
l'^'"!-,  on  the  western  lida  of  the  Mississippi,  con- 
ntinc  of  about  a  doien  fsmilieai  I,ike  olhar  emtic 
tribe*  in  that  country,  it  is  understood  thst  they  hsva 
hithsHo  Bioved  Iroiii  place  to  place,  .nccordins  to  Iheir 
eomcaimce,  wi^ut  appropristing  (o  themMlves  sx- 
ehsTely  any  particular  territory.  But  bsTing  now 
hNone  babitualed  to  some  of  the  occnpatlonB  of  civ< 
fiai  hfe,  they  wi>b  tn  a  fixed  nridenee.    I  suppose 


it  will  batlie  interest  of  tfae  United  Statae  to _  _^ 

the  trandirios  tribes  of  that  country  to  reduce  then 
selTSB  to  filed  habilBlions  whenevar  they  ai^  so  dis- 
possd..  The  estaUishment  of  towns  and  growing  at* 
tachmeata  to  them,  will'Jumish,  in  ■ome  degree,  plcdgea 
of  their  peaceable  and  friendly  conduct  The  caw  of 
this  particular  tribe  la  now  si^mitted  to  the  coitsiden^ 
tion  of  Congress. 

TH.  JEFFEHBON. 
Dici>»B  30,  1608. 

The  Message  and  resolutions  were  read,  and 

ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

referred  the  biil,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 

in  pensions  by  the  Secretary 

■  n ,1  -sported  the 


thepaym  .  _^  ._ 

of  War,  at  the  seal  of  Government,"  i 
bill  wiihout'amendment. 
,    Ordered,  That 


,_  .  —  third  reading. 
Faanklih  presented  the  representation  of 
the  grand  jury,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Cabar- 
ras  county,  io  the  State  of  North  Caroliaa,  on 
the  present  embargo,  and  soliciiing  permission  id 
export  iheir  surplus  produce,  if  it  can  be  granted 
without  aqy  abandonment  of  national  indepen- 
dence or  a  surrendM  of  eEseolial  rights  ;  end  the 
representation  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL submitted  the  followiag  motion: 

Reiehtd,  That  a  committee  be  appoiated  to  inqnire 
whether  any,  and  what,  provisions  ought  Io  be  made 
at  this  time  Cir  tb«  relief  of  sick  and  diaaUed  seamen 
of  the  United  States. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aa- 
guslin  Serry,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
Lerred  to. Messrs.  Mitobill,  Reed,  and  Suhtsb, 
Io  consider  and  report  thereoD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  Ihe  bill,  en  tilled  "An 
aal  for  esieading  the  terns  of  credit  oarevenne 
bonds,  in  ceitain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  wrs  agreed  that 
they  be  referred  lo  a  select  commiti'ee  ;  and 

Ordertd,  ThatMesars.  Milledoe,  Lloyd,  and 
GiLMAn,  he  the  committee  Io  consider  and  report 
I  hereon. 

Mr.  Tiffin  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making.a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting Ihe  two  wings  of  the  Capitol  at  the  City 
of  Washiaglon.aud  for  oiherpnrpoaes,"  eorreeily 
engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  ibe  third  lime, 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  tecoramilted  to  Messrs.  Guggo,  Thbcbto)), 
and  Anderson,  fuither  lo  consider  and  repoii 
thereon. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  Turner  presented  the  resolutions  of  Ifas 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  North  CarDUDB,ez- 
pressirlK  their  sentiments  on  the  present  sitnalton 
of  onr  foreign  relations,  and  approbalory  of  ihe 
measures  of  GoTemment;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senaie. 
They  are  as  follows: 

Is  BiKATs,  tfovember  39,  ISOe. 


dovGoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jandart,  1809. 


to  Great  Biilain  uid  France,  u  being  alarmingly  crit- 
ical— M  requiring  the  exercise  of  the  greateat  wifdom, 
■cnergT-,  ind  pradenee,  on  thopart  of  the  General  Gor- 
omment,  and  the  higheit  degree  orpatrii>tiim  and  una- 
■nimitjr  amongit  the  real  friendi  or  their  country — aro 
-of  opinion,  thai,  aagrest  clamor  hai  been  railed  againat 
■ome  of  the  medium  lately  taken  by  oni  Adminiatra- 
tion,  which  may  have  led  foreign  nation*  to  belicre  that 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  a  divided  people, 
unable  or  unwilling  to  carry  into  eiToet  any  energetic 
meaauresoflheiiGoTeniDientiitmayterie  to  strengthen 
^e  bandi  of  ihoie  who  have  the  mantgement  of  our 
national  aflkin,  for  I.egiilative  and  other  public  bodies 
to  publish  ID  .expression  of  their  sentimentii  on  the  pro- 
■enl  «tua^on  of  our  foreign  relationa;  which  the  Gen- 
eral Aesembly  of  North  Carolina  do,  in  the  following 

Rtiolred,  That  nre  view  the  pretext  offered  by  Great 
Britain  for  not  making  Tepsralion  for  the  acknowledged' 
outrage  on  our  frigalo  Cheaap«ake,  by  the  Britieh  ship 
of  war  Leopard,  as  unworthy  a  nation  boasting  of  a 
IVee  and  enlighteaed  GoTcmment. 

Boohed,  That  we  conndor  the  acts,  decreea,  and 
orden,  aflecUng  neutral  commerce,  issued  and  enacted 
b;  Grest  Britua  and  France,  as  unjust  and  ToxatioDS, 
and  equally  catculatod  to  violate  our  neutral  rights  and 
national  soveraignly. 

RaOlved,  Thatwa  most  cordially  spproveaf  the  mea- 
suresnhich  the  Piesidenl  of  the  United  States  has  takoD, 
in  the  spirit  of  moderstion  and  equity,  to  obtain,  botb 
frojD  Great  Britain  and  France,  a  reparation  of  the 
wrongs  conunitled  against  this  c«UDtry,  and  the  repeal 
of  those  obnoxious  acts,  decrees,  and  orden. 

Raohcd,  Thst,  (boagh  the  laws  laying  an  embargo 
haTobome  hard  upaii  a  great  part  of  the  citiiens  of  the 
United  States,  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  con- 
■iibr  them  as  the  best  mean*  which  could  bavs  been 
deviaed  to  preserve  our  citizens  and  propeKy  frODi  the 
d«TouTing  grasp  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 

Baolmd,  That,  though  the  citixens  of  North  Caro- 
lina have  fell  their  full  share  of  the  presaare  of  these 
laws,  they  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  their  continuance, 
■hould  the  competent  aulhotitiea  deem  it  expedient  to 
perseieie  in  the  measure,  until  a  repeal  can  be  obtained 
of  the  unjust  regulstioDs  which  occasioned  them ;  or  in 
any  other  measure  which  Congress  may  deem  necea- 
aaiv  for  the  msintenance  of  our  neutral  rights. 

Retohed,  Tbet,  sooner  than  submit  to  unjust  and 

nent  of  our  seamen ;  and  lo  the  tnlalion  of  the  cargoes 
ofour  vessels,  at  the  pleasure  of  foreign  nations;  we 
will  Kve  to  ouiaeWes,  and  have  no  connexion  with  any 
of  them. 

Rttolvtd,  I'bat  we  vBioe  peace  as  one  of  the  great- 
eat  bleswnga  which  any  nstion  can  enjoy ;  yet,  rather 
than  surrender  Our  liberty  and  independence,  we  will 
soiround  the  standard  of  our  country,  and  rigour  lives 
and  fortunes  in  her  defence. 

MoHDAr,  January  2, 1809. 

Mr.  White,  front  the  committee  to  whom  <raa 
tererreil  the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  authorizing  ihe 
appointment  and  employment  ot  an  additional 
number  of  UBTy  officir*,  seamen,  and  matinee,'' 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ordtrtd,  Thai  the  ooniideralioQ  of  thia  bill  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  Pbanklik,  from  ihe  committee  lo  whom 


was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the 
act,  eoiiiled  <  An  act  further  lo  protect  the  com- 
raeree  aod  seamen  of  the  Unitnl  Slates  agaioat 
the  Barbary  Fowets,"  reported  it  without  amend- 


,  TtTESDiv,  January  3. 

Mr.  White  presented  the  memorial  of  the  sur- 
vivtDj  officers  in  the  Delaware  line  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary army,  praying  for  a  rerouoeration  of 
losses  sustaiocd  by  (he  commL]|aiioa  of  half  pay. 
for  reasons  meniiuned  in  the  mi;morial;  wbicti 
was  read,  and  referrtd  to  (he  committee  appointed 
on  the  12ih  December  la&t,  to  consider  and  report 
upoD  similar  memorials. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  oo  .(he 
38th  of  December  last,  for  binding  ceKain  docu- 
men(s  ;  and 

Raolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  do 
cause  lo  be  bound  as  many  sets  of  the  documents 
accompanying  the  Messages  of  the  Presideni  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  iwe(tty-Eecond  and  thir* 
tieth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight ;  and,  also,  of  the  documents  accorapany- 
iog  (he  President's  Message  of  ihe  eighth  of  No- 
vember, one  (housand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
as  shall  he  sufficient  <o  furnish  each. member  of 
the  Senate  wilh  one  copy,  lo  be  delivered  during 
the  present  session. 

A  message  from  Ibe  House  of  Repteaentatives 
informed  the  Senate  (hat  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  eniitled  "  Ad  aut  (e  authorize  the  tranamis- 
sion  of  certain  documents,  by  the  mail,  free  of 
postage,"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
disasree  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  Ao  act  auihoriiing  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  an  addiiiooal  number  of  revenue 
cutlers;"  aod  agree  lo  the  other  amendment. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed,  to  the  second  reading.    . 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  iheir  amend- 


Hbebill,  eDlilled"An  a 


lulhori; 


g  tbe 


tog  tl 
President  loemploy  an  additional  number  of  re 
eoue  cutters,"  disagreed  lo  by  (he  House  of  Rep- 
reseniativesj  and,  on  morion,  by  Mr.  Qilbs, 

Jtuohed,  That  they  recede  from  their  said 
atnehdmeni. 

The  credentials  of  James  Hillroijse,  appoint- 
ed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of 
Cunneciicut,  for  six  years,  commencing  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  00  file. 

The  Seoale  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '■  An  act  aulhorizing  the 
appointment  and  employment  of  an  addiiiooal 
number  of  navy  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  ;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Hillhoobe,  to  amend  the 
first  part  of  ihe  first  seolion,  after  the  word  ''as- 
sembled," in  the  second  line,  to  read  as  follows : 

"  That  there  be  fitted  out,  officered,  manned,  and 
employed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  the  trigalea  and  other 
armed  veasela  of  the  United  States,  and  gunboata; 
that  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  be  anthoriied 
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!□■«  the  &ig*l«B  ami  anaad  Teneb, 
■o  aooD  u  Hwj  on  be  pieinml  for  actual  service,  t»- 
ipecti'velj,  to  ba  ■tatianad  at  lueh  porta  and  plac«a  on 
the  wi  I  Milt  »  he  maj  dMm  moat  upnlieut,  oi,  lo 
cruiae  on  any  pvi  of  (he  ooaat  of  tbe  United  Stats*, 
«r  teniUnca  thafeof :" 

And  it  was  determined  in  ibe  affirmative — yeaB 
21,  Daya  9,  as  foUowt : 

TxAB— Mum.  Bradley,  Oaillard,.  Gilw,  GUqu, 
Goodiicb,  Gregg,  Hillhotue,  Howland,  Ltoyd,  Mathew- 
•on,  MUMbc,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Parker,  Pickering,  Reed, 
RubuMon,  Smith  of  Now  York,  Bumter,  Thniflon,  and 

Na-to — Meaan.  Andenoa,  Gondii,  Cranfbrd,  Frank- 
Hit,  Kitdiel,  Pope,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Tiffin,  and 
Turser. 

And  ihe  biti  liariD^  beea  Turlher  ■mended,  on 
the  qDeetioD,  Shall  il  be  read  a  third  lime  as 
Mornded  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Th«  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Commillee  of  the 
Whole.-  the  bill,  entiiled  "  An  act  to  coaiinue  io 
force  Tor  a  further  tithe  the  first  section  of  [head, 
eoIilJed  "  An  act  further  to  protect  the  commprce 
and  srameD  of  the  United  Slalea  againal  iIk  Bar- 
bary  Powers." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hillhodbe,  to  recommit 
th«  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Ordend,  That  ti  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  motion,  made  on  the 
30ih  of  December  laai,  t)Mt  a  eommitie^B  be^p- 
poiated  to  inquire  whether  aojr  and  what  provi- 
aoos  ought  to  be  made  at  this  lime  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  seamen  of  the  United  ^States ; 
and,  bariog  agreed  thereto,  M^^ssrs.  Mitchill, 
H11.LHODSE,  and  Rbgd,  were  appointed  [be  com- 
miltee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles, 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  10  the  commitlee  «□  the  bill  providing 
for  (he  arming,  manning,  and  filling  out  for  im- 
mediate service,  ail  the  public  ships  of  war,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing .tte  pay- 
Bieatof  cerlain  pensions  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
at  Ihe  seat  of  QoTerament,"  waE.rend  the  third 
tiiae,>nd  passed. 

Wednssdav,  January  4. 

Mr.HiLLEDOE,  from  Ihe  committee  (o  whom 
was  referred  ibe  aroendrnents  of  the  House  of 
Representa tires  lo  the  bill,  entitled,  "  An  act  sup- 
plemenial  10  an  act,  enlitled  'An  act  for  eitend- 
Of  the  terms  of  credit'on  revenue  bonds  in  cer- 
tain rases,  and  for  Other  purposes,"  made  repoil. 
Whereupon, 

JUfolved,  Thai  the  Senate  do  agree  to  the 
Bmendmeots  with  an  amendmenl. 

Hr.  HiTOHiLL,  from  ibe  committee  Wwhom 
was  lefeired  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ttie  re- 
Uef  of  Aogmlin  Serry,"  reported  it  amended; 
■nd  the  Honse  having  agreed  to  the  amendments, 
the  Pbesioemt  reported  the  bill  accordingly. 

Ordertd,  Thai  this  bill  pass  to  the  third  rcad- 
inc  at  amended. 

Mr.  PoFB,  fiom  the  commlllee  to  wbom  was 


referred  the  memormi  of- the  Marine  Insurance 
Companyof  Alexandria,  asked  and  oblained  lea*e 
10  bring  ig  a  bill  lo  auiliorize  ihe  Marine  In- 
surance Compaay  of  Alexaodria  to  alter  their 
style  and  firm,  and  tp  insure  against  lOss  by  Sre; 
and  ihe  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  the  second 

The  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
mission of  cerlain  documents,  by  the  mall,  free  of 
postage,"  wks  rtad  the  second  lime  and  consider' 
ed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  and,  00  motion 
by  Mr.  Lloyd  to  commit  the  bill,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative ;  and  the  President  having 
reported  ihe  bilT  10  lbs  House  amended,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  MiLLBooE,  ihe  furtbtr  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postpuned  to  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next. 

Mr.  TiPPiN,  from  [he  comroitiee,  reported  the 
amendments  10  ibe  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  author- 
izing the  appointment,  and  employment  of  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  navy  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,"  correelly  engrossed  j  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  as  amended.  And  the  title 
haviiig  been  also  amended,  the  bill  was  passed 
with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  furiher  lime  ihe  firs!  ."edion  of  the  act,  en- 
tilled  'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  ihe  United  States  against  iheBar- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  ibe  third  lime,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  reconsidered  and  amend- 
ed, by  noanimous  consent;  and  the  liile  having 
been  aiqended, 

Betolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Reed  eommnnicaled  the  reaolullon  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  disapprov- 
ing of  ibe  alteration  proposed  to  the  Contlitutloa 
of  Ihe  United  Sialcs,  by  a  resolution  of  ihe  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  so  as  "to 
render  the  Senatore  in  Congress  of  Ibe  United 
States  removable  from  office  by  the  vote  of  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  members  of 
the  TCBpectfve  Slate  Legislatures  by  which  the 
said  Senaiors  have  been  or  mar  be  appointed ;" 
which  was  read,  and  (X'dered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

Mr.  Llotd  submitted  lh«  following  moUoQ- 

Raobitd,  That  Prerident  of  the  United  SUtea  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  ba  laid  before  the  Senate  all  Ibe  offi- 
cial sa  well  aa  informal'  correspondence  between  Mr- 
Rose,  Ihe  late  Britiah  Minister  to  the  United  Butes,  and 
the  SecreUry  of  Stste,  orany  other  officer  of  this  Gov- 
emmeiit,  which  baa  nol  abeady  been  communicated 
toCongreaa. 

Thdrbday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Qbegq  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  making  a  further  appropri- 
ation towards  completing  the  two  wings  of  the 
Capitol  at  the  City  of  Washington,  and  for  othet 
purposes,  reported  the  bill  withoul  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  10  consider'tbe  bill  as  in 
Cotnmittec  of  the  Whole.  A  motion  was  ipade. 
by  Mr.  Reeo,  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^'  carrying 
up  in  solid  work,  and  repairing  the  west  side  of 
the  north  wingj  providing  permanent  accommo- 
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datioDs  for  the  libriry ;"  and  on  the  qurstioD  to 
agree  to  ihe  striking  out  of  these  words,  it  was 
determined  in  tbe  affiimatire — yeas  SO,  aays  10, 
as  follows: 

Ym — McBsn.Anderson.Bradle;,  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin, Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hilihouw,  Honlsnd,  Kitcfael, 
Llojd,  Malhewion,  Alilchill,  Moore,  Pu-ker,  PlekeriAB, 
Reed,  Robinson,  Snmter,  Tiffin,  and  I'utner. 

NiiB— Hcurs.  Condlt,  Gaill^rd,  Giles,  Gregg.  Mil- 
ledgs.  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tenneasee, 
ThtustoD,  and  While. 

AadlhePnMiDEHTrepottedthebiUtotheHvase 
amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.THRDsroN  the  bill  wasfurther 
amended,  by  inserting,  ader  (he  word  "  sisircase," 
the  words,  ''and  [tto^ridiag  temporaiy  and  ada- 
quateaccomtnodaCioDsror  tbe  library,  id  the  room 
DOW  used  for  Ibat  purpose,  and  in  tbe  one  in 
which  tbe  Senate  now  sit," 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Hecd,  tasttike  out  from  the 
clause  "  fof  improTemeots  and  repairs  of  ihe 
President's  House  and  square,  including  a  car- 
riage house,"  the  words,  "aud  square:"  it  wasde-' 
termined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  14,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yiii — Mewn.  AndervoQ,  Ciawfbid,  Franklin,  Gil- 
man,  Ooodricb.Hillhouie,  Howland,  Lloyd,  Mathewion, 
Moore,  Parker,  Pickering,  Reed,  Bamter,  and  Turner. 

Niii — Menn.  Bradloy,  Condit,  Gsillard,  Giles, 
Oregg,  Kitchell,  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Pope,  Robinion, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thniston, 
Tiffin,  and  White. 

On  raoiion,  by  Mr.  Thhcbton.  the  clause  fbr 
flniahing  tbe  road  on  tbe  south  side  of  the  Presi- 
dent's square,  and  graTelliug  tbe  same,  with  a 
bridge  across  the  Tiber,  on  the  norib  side  of  Penn- 
sylTania  avenue,  to  accommodate  foot  passengers, 
—— thousand  dollars,"  was  amended,  by  iiuertiag 
the  words  '-  of  iton*  and  brick,"  after  the  word 
"bridge;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  R&ed,  to  strike 
out  the  whole  clause  as  amended,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmalire — yeas  16,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

Y>AB — McMT*.  Anderson,  Crawbrd,FrankllniOood> 
rich.  Hillhonse,  Howland,  Kitchell,  Lloyd,  Mathewson, 
Moore  Parker,  Reed,  Sumter,  Tiffin,  and  Tamer. 

Nats — Mesirs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Oaillard,  Giles, 
Qilnan,  Gregg,  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Fops,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Thimton, 
and  White. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eoftrossed. 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termiaed  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  Marine  Insurance 
CompaoT  of  Aleiaodria  to  alter  their  style  and 
firm, .and  to  injure  against  loss  by  6re,  was  read 
the  secnnd  time,  aod  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and  the  President  having  reported 
Ihe  bill  to  the  House  without  amendment,  on  the 
qo€5;ioD,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  determioed  in  ibe  affirmative. 

Mr.  TirnK,  from  the  eoramiitee,  reported  the 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe 


Mr.  White,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  tbe 
proprietors  of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of 
Washington  to  have  the  same  eubdivided  and  ad- 
mitted to  record,"  reported  it  without  a  mend  mem. 
'  Ordered,  That  this  bill  pass  to  a  third  readinsT. 

The  following  Message  waa  received  from  the 
President  or  tbe  United  States  i 


1  CDmmnoicate,  for  the  information  of  OoBgross,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Hint,  of  the  opeiatiniB  of 
thai  Bitabliihmenl  during  the  l*At  yeu.  - 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Ixwvxnr  6,  1809. 


Fridav,  January  & 

Return  Johatbak  Meios,  Jun.,  appointed  a 
Senator  ty  the  Qeueral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  10  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resrg- 
oaiioti  of  John  Smith,  and,  also,  for  six  years 
ensuing  the  third  day  of  March  next,  attended, 
and  produced  his  credentlals:.which  were  read  ; 
and  i^e  oath  prescribed  by  law  was  administered 
to  him. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepreseDlatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enforce  and  make 
mote  efiectual  bo  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  ihe  port*  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  nets 
supplementary  thereto,"  with  amendmentii,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments  were' read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  TimN,  ttom  (he  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol  at  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  for  other  purposes-;  atw,  the 
bill  to  authorise  ihe  Marine  Insurance  Comp&ny 
of  Alexandria  to  alter  their  style  and  firm,  and  lo 
insure  against  loss  by  fire,  correctly  eDsrossed. 

Mr.  QiLEB  presented  the  petitioii  of  Richard 
Bland  Lee,  stating  the  dajnages  that  he  hath  sas- 
tainedfrom  ihetroopsnf  the  Uniied  States  when 
slationad  at  Harper's  Perry,  and  otherwise,  and 
praying  immediate  and  adequate  redress;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Gii.es, 
FiiAttKLiR,  and  Mitohill,  to  caosider  and  report 
itiereoo. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pREaiDBNT  OF  THE  United  States: 
To  ike  Senate  and  House  of 

RqtruenleUivei  of  ihe  United  State*  .■ 

I  now  lay  before  CoDgcan  a  atataoient  of  tbe  wovkn 
of  doftnce  which  it  tua  been  thought  neOBsuiy  to  pro- 
vide  io  tha  Grat  instance  for  the  aecnril;  of  oar  Hisport 
towns  and  harbors,  and  of  the  progress  towards  their 
completion.  Their  extent  has  been  adapted  to  tb» 
■cale  of  the  appropriation,  and  to  the  circumstaaces  of 
the  several  place*. 

The  works  undertaksn  at  New  York  are  calcoUted 
to  annoy  and  endanger  any  naval   force  irtucb  Aall 
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tnler  tha  hmrbor,  and  itill  nwra,  one  itluelk-ilioiiM  at- 
teDptto  lie  before  Ihe  dtj.  To  pnvent  altogether  the 
nunnes  of  large  tswcU,  a  line  of  blodu  acrou  tbe 
biboi  baa  been  cOtiteiB^ated,  and  would,  *■  ii  be- 
liend,  with  the  auxiliary  means  alieadj  provided, noder 
Uul  atj  safe  aKainat  naval  enterpriie.  Tbe  exftmie, 
at  «tll  as  the  impoitance  of  tbe  work,  randei  it  a  autr- 
jeetptDper  far  the  special  consideration  of  Congreas. 

At>ew  Orleana,  two  sepsrate  Byilems  Of  defence 
are  neraMiy,  the  one  for  the  river,  tbe  other  for  the 
lake,  videh  at  present  can  give  no  aid  to  one  another. 
Tbecmal  notv  leading  from  tbe  lake  if  contiaued  into 
the  riTer,  would  enable  the  armed  veiaebi  in  both  sla- 
lian  to  unite,  and  to  meet  in  conjunction  an  attack 
final  other  side.  Half  the  aggregate  force  would  then. 
bsra  the  same  eSect  tl'  the  whole ;  or  the  aame  force 
taable  the  efilBcl  of  vhat  either  ean  now  haTo.  It 
would  alio  ensble  the  Teisels  stationed  in  the  lake, 
■hen  atlacfcadbjiapeTior  force,  to  retire  te  a  safer  poo- 
Inn  in  tite  rirer.  The  lame  cotnideiclionB  of  expense 
sod  importanco  render  this  atui  a  qoeatton  .for  the  apM- 
dal  deeisiaD  of  CongsMs.    . 

TH.  JEFFERSON.  . 

JiJtCABJ  6.  1800. 

Aceompanriog  (he  mNsage  is  a  detailed  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  shows  that  nfueh 
bu  been  done  during  th«  past  year  towards  the 
iefeoce  of  our  ports  and  harbors. 

The  following  art  tbe  sums  expended 
lerenl  Suies; 
NewOrleuis        -        -        -       -        -    ( 

Qeor^w,  Soath  and  North  Carolina    -     i 
Virginia  and  Maryland    .    -       -        -     ",     . 
Delaware.  PeaosylTaDia,  and  N.  Jersey         5,000 
Sew  York  -        -        -        -       -       - 

CoDuectieat  and  Rhode  IilsDd    - 
Ma««ehasetta  and  New  Uamt)$hire     - 

1,014,708 

The   Message  and   Report  were  referred    lo 

Uessrs.  QiLEa,  MtTCSiLL,  Suuteii,  AndebsoNj 

Ud  MlLLEDGE. 

The  bill  mabing  furilier  appropriatioo  towards 
completing  tbe  two  wings  of  the  Capiiol  at  the 
Ciiy  of  Washiogton,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
tead  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  authorize  the  Marine  Iniurance 
Campany  of  Alexandria  to  alter  their  style  and 
firni,  and  to  insure  against  loss  by  fire,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pro- 
prieton  of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
iDgloD  lo  have  tbe  same  subdiTided  and  admitted 
M  record,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  ih? 
motion  made  ou  Ihe  4(h  instant : 

"That  the  President  oftbe  United  Slates  be  re- 
qacited  to  eaase  to  be  laid  befbie  Ibe  Senate  all  the  of- 
ficial u  well  aa  informsl  correspondence  between  Hi. 
Ree*,^  late  British  Minister  to  the  United  States, 
and  Ihe  Becretarr  of  State,  or  any  other  officer  of 


It  having  been  stated  to  the  Senate^  by  a  member 

In  his  place,  that  besides  the  forma!  negotiations  with 

the  British  GoTemment,  Telsti«e  to  tbe  attach  made  on 

the  Unit«l  Statei'  fiigals  Cbeaapeake,  exhibited  in  the 

documents   cogimnnicated   to  Confess   daring  their 

last  Beeaion,  by  the  President  of  the  United  Btatee, 

there  had   been  CKtain  informal   orertores  npon  the 

me  subject,  between  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Rose, 

some  person  authoiiied  by  him,   and  some  per- 

a  or  persons  on  the  part  of  ou  GoTernm  sat,  which 

eitiues  and  their  remit  ought,  according  to  the  opHl- 

1  aipiesaed  by  the  said  ipember,  to  be  made  known 

the  people  of  the  United  States." 

And  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Fickerind,  lo  amehd 

the      ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  .      - 


said  preamble,  by  isEnriiDg,  afYer  the  word 

"  :hathehadreasontobeliQre:" 

negative.    Aod,  on  the 


G»»enianDt,  whnh  bw  not  aheady  beencommnnical 


And  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Pickehiko,  id 
insert  the  followitig  as  a  preamble  to  the  resolu- 


question  .to  agree  to  the  preamble,  it  was  deter- 
mined id  Ihe  negatire — yeas  5,  nayi  24,  aa  fol- 
lows : 

Messra.  Ooodrich,  Hillhouse,  Lloyd,  Pieket- 
ing,  and  While. 

Niia — Messrs.  Andenon,  Biadley,  Oondit,  Craw- 
ford, Eranklin,  GaiUaid,  OiJea,  Qtlman.  Gragg,  KitcbM, 
Madiewson,  Meigs,  Ailledga,  Moore,  Parker,  Pope, 
Reed,  Robijuon,  Bmidi  of  New  ¥ork,  Smith  of  Tenes- 
aee,  Sumter,  Thnuton,  Tiffin,  and  Turner. 

And,  on  the  qirestioo  to  agree  to  tbe  original 
motion,  it  was  determined  in  the  negsiire— yeas 
7,  nays  82, 'as  follows: 

Yii,» — Messrs.  Oilman,  Goodridi,  Hillhouse,  Ltoyd, 
Pickering,  Seed,  and  White. 

Nati — Messn.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Claw- 
ford,  Franklin,  GailUfJ,  OUes,  Orsgg,  Kilchel,  Math- 
eoson,  Meigs,  Milledge,  Moore,  Parker,  Pope,  RoUn- 
son.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  SumM, 
Thnuton,  Tiffin,  and  Tamet. 

On  motion,  b^  Mr.  White,  that  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  ealorce  and-  make  more  effectual  an 
actj  entitled  'An  act  laying  an  eoibargo  on  all 
ships  aod  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
tJoiled  Slates,  and  tbe  several  acts  supplemeocat^ 
thereto,"  be  printed  for  ihe  use  of  the  Sejiale,  it 
was  determioed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Tkrdbton  reported  from  the  committee, 


"An  act  authorjiiog  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  an  additional  number  of  reve- 
tters;"  also,  the  enrolled  bill,  entitled  "Ab 

ihorizinf  tbe  pavment  of  ceilaio  peaaioDS 

by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  seat  of  Ooveto- 


Saturdat,  Japuarf  7. 
EHFOKCING  THE  EMBARGO. 

Tbe  SeoAte  proceeded  lo  consider  tbe  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  R-epresentaiires  to  tbe  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  enforce  and  make-more  effec- 
tual BD  act,  eotilled  !Aa  act  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  tbe  ports  and  harbors  • 
oftbe  United  States,' and  the  several  acts  supple- 
mentary thereto,'"  and  agreed  to  sereral  amend- 
ments. 

Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  lo  amend  Iheamena- 


dovGoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Enforcttnent  of  the  E-mbargo. 


Jandaht,  1809. 


licable  It)  produce  them,  of  wbicli  praclieabilitT 
the  coun  before  whom  the  cause  is  peodiDg  shaU 
jutlge  and  determine :"  it  was  determined  in  Ibe' 
negilive — yeaa  10,  pays  20,  as  follows : 

Yi*i — Maun.  Gilmia.  Goodrich,  HillhocBe,  Lloyd, 
MslhawloQ,  Parker,  Pickeriag,  Seed,  Sumter  and 
Whita.  / 

Hm — Memtb.  Anderaon,  Biadle;.  Oondit,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  OaiHaid,  Gi1«,  Gregg,  HowUnd,  Kitch- 
el,  Meisi,  Milledge,  Moore,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
New  York,  SauthofTebnesMe,  Thmiton,  Tiffin,  and 
Turner. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hillbodbb,  to  amend  the 
second  amendment  to  the  tenth  section,  after  the 
word  "  court,"  by  insetlion  of  these  ivorda ;  "  pio- 
Tided  DOthiag  berein  coDtBined  shall  hetonslrueil 
to  deprive  the  party  ageriered  of  his  right  of 
trial  according  to  the  rules  of  common  law,  ai 
practised  in  the  State  where  the  parties  reside," 
11  was  determined  in  the  oegatiTe — yeas  7,  oavs 
33,  aa  follows : 

'  YaiB — Meur*.  Gilman,  Gooddcb,  HiUbause,  Lloyd, 
Pi^ering,  Keed,  and  White. 

NiTi^Mcurs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  G&illard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Honla'nd,  Kitcb- 
«t,  Mathenion,  Meifia,  Milledge,  Milcbill,  Moore,  Pope, 
Bobinaon,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  TennMaee, 
Sumter,  Thrnston,  Tiffin,  and  Turner. 

On  motion  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  as  fol- 
lows: after  the  word  "  defence,"  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  add : 

"And  any  person  aggfriered  by  the  acta  of  any  col- 
Jeclor,  in  either  of  the  caaaa  afoieHid,  may  file  his  pe- 
tition before  the  district  conrt  of  the  district  wherein 
the  collector  resides,  Mating  the  facta  of  his  case,  and, 
thereupon,  after  due  notice  giTen  to  the  district  atlor- 
□ey  and  lbs  ctHJectar,  the  said  court  may  aununaiilj 
hear  and  adjadga  thereupon  as  law  and  justice  may 
require,  and  the  judgment  of  the  (aid  court,  and  the 
reaaon  and  facta  whereon  it  is  grounded,  shall  be  filed 
among  the  records  of  said  court ;  and  if  restoration  of 
the  property  iletamed  or  taken  in  custody,  or  iienni 
aion  to  load  as  aforesaid  shall  be  decreed,  it  ahall  1 
upon  the  perlies  giving  such  bond  with  sureties,  as  ._ 
or  shall  be  required  to  be  taken  in  similar  cases  by  the 
collector,  and  not  otherwise  ;  but,  if  the  said  court  ahall 
adjudge  againit  such  petition,  the  collector  abnll  be 
ti^ed  to  treble  oasts,  which  shall  be  taxed  for  him,  and 
execution  awarded  accordingly  by  the  court." 

It  was  determined  in  the  affittnatire— yeas  33, 
nays?,  aa  follows: 

Yais — Meisr*.  Anderaon,  Bradley,  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, franklin,  Gaitlard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howland,  Kitch- 
el,  Mathowion,  Meigi,  Milledge,  MitchiU,  Moore,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee, 
Sumter,  Thruston,  Tiffin,  and  Tamer. 

NiTB — Measrs.  GUman,  Ooodrich,iIillhouae,L]oTd 
Pickering,  Reed,  and  White. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  White,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  and  the  amendments 
(o  the  first  Monday  in  Norenrber  next,  ii  was 
termiocd  in  the  negniiTe — yeas  7,  nays  22, 
ftUows:  '    .      '       '        > 

Vils—Meaara.  Caiman,  Goodrich,  Hillhouse,  Llojrd, 
Ptekering,  Reed,  and  White. 


Nils — Messrs.  Aodsnon,  Bradley,  Condit,  Frank- 
Un,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Hawlud,  Kitcbel,  Matthew, 
son,  Meigs,  Milledge,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Pope,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  TJow  York,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter, 
Thruston,  Tiffin,  and  Tombr. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  to  strike  oat  "Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,"  in  the  13th  section,  for  the  purpose 
of  iosertinjr  "President  of  the  United  States." 
He  supported  the  motion  with  a  few  pertinent 
retnarks,  Vhich  were  not  replied  to. 

hen   the  vole  was  about  to  be. taken,  Mr. 
White  rose,  and  observed — 

Mr.  President,  I  have  qo  hope  of  the  present 

nendoient  succeeding,  and,  indeed,  I  dislinclly 
perceive  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  mAJarlty  to 
vary  the  bill  in  any  respect  from  the  form  in  which 


inted   t 


they  may  berijfhl,  for  1  view  the  bill  myself  a: 
vitally  poisonous,  so  radically  corrupt,  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  amendable.  Il  is  under  this  sol- 
impression,  I  coofesa,  more  from  a  sense  of 
duty  than  a  hope  of  success,  that  I  now  arise  to 
make  otH  other  last  effort  to  ward  o£  if  possible, 
this  bold  H)id  deadly  charge  u^on  the  Constitution 
and  liberties  of  this  country.  For  the  pnrpose, 
therefore,  of  obtainiug  another  vote  of  the  Senate 
upon  the  hill  ttseif,  as  well  as  the  amendmeais,  I 
naw  move  yoti,  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the'subiect  be  postponed  till  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next,  I  thank  God  that  it  is  at  least 
accorded  tu  one  branch  of  the  L^iataiBre  to  pass 
upon  this  bill  in  (be  day  lime,  and  to  this  1  must 
attribute  the  sudden  dumbness  that  seems  to  have 
fallen  upon  its  advocates  here — their  refusal,  not 

ily  to  discuss,  but  their  evident  reluctance  even 
hear  any  discussion  on  this  subject. 

Upon  the  motion  which  \  have  submitted,  I 
consider  the  bill,  as  well  as  the  amendments  from 
the  other  House,  open  to  debate.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, with  this  view  that  I  made  the  tnoiioo.  I 
have  no  wish  la  talk  fur  the  sake  of  being  heard, 
or  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  without,  at 
least,  (he  hope  of  attaining  some  object.  I  had  not 
intended  to  have  said  a  word  on  this  subject,  not 
will  1  now  enter  Qpon  the  merits  of  ibe  bill.  My 
objections  lay  to  every  part  of  it.  Yet,  sir,  1  could 
Dot  have'  patience  to  examine  the  m'inute  details 
of  a  ineasure  in  the  prominent  points  of  which  I 
see,  concealed,  a  blow  directed  at  the  vital  parts 
of  everything  dear  to  q  freeman.  Pass  this  bill, 
and  the  liberties  of  your  country  are  prostrated. 
The  civil  authority  is  subjected  to  the  mflitary. 
Not  only  the  property,  hut  the  personal  liberljE, 
nay,  the  life  of  every  man  in  the  community,  is 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Eieculive;  and,  what  is 
worse,  3t  the  mercy  of  any  instrument  he  may 
authorize  to  call  out  the  military,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  execuiitig  the  embargo  laws.  1  see,  ia 
this  bill,  several  palpable  and  glaring  violations 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
I  am  sworn  to  support.  1  consider  it  aa  laying 
the  whole  couolry  under  miiitary  law — as  noth- 
ing less  than  a  declaration  of  war,  on  the  part  of 
the  Qovernment,  against  our  own  cilisens.  And 
^as  it  come  to  this,sir1  For  the  purpose  of  eie- 
cutiDg  (he  embargo,  are  ve  ready  (o  sacrifice,  or, 
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ai  least,  to  hazard,  eTeryihiog dear  aod  Taluable't 
Lei  me  beg  genilemen,  once  more,  to  read  the 
diTCBlh  seciion  of  this  bill.    It  enacts,  ihai— 

"Ilthall  be  lawful  for  the  Prendent  of  the  Unitnl 
Stun,  or  aach  other  peiaon  ■■  be  shall  haTS  empow- 
ered f»r  that  puipoM,  to  employ  snch  part  of  the  land 
or  aeral  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
At  Tenitoriea  thereof,  as  maj  be  jitdgei]  necenarj,  in 
coniinnitf  with  the  provinoos  of  this,  aad  other  acta 
TO^Ktiiif;  the  ombargo,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
Ae  iHrgal  depnture  of  anj  Bhiporveue),  or  of  detain- 
ing, Ukinf  poneHion  of,  and  Jteeping  in  custod;,  any 
Aif  or  wel,  or,  of  uking  bto  custody  and  gnarding, 
■■J  qiaeie,  or  artides  of  domeatie  growth,  produce,  or 
maonlactiue ;  and,  alto,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  preienting 
and  sapprcaaing  any  armed  or  liotoua  anemblage  of 
pmoai  reaUtiDg  Ibe  coatom-hooae.  officers  in  the  eier- 
dcc  of  flicir  duties,  or  in  any  manner  oppoaing  the 
tiecutioD  of  the  laws  lining  an  embargo,  or  othenfiee 
liidating,  ej  aaiisling  and  abetting  Ttplationa  of  the 

i  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  said  we  have,  id 
oar  statute  books,  a  precedent  Tor  this  seciiaii,  and 
that  the  fifth  secijon,  I  [bisk,  (foi  I  hare  no  book 
before  me,)  of  a  law  furthur  to  preserve  peace 
irilbiD  the  ports  and  harburs  of  the  Utiited  BlMesj 
may  be  resorted  to  in  jusiiGcaiioo  of  it.  But,  it 
is*  precedeDt  only  io  Terbiage.  The  cases  are 
taseniiaUj  difiereni.  The  aulbonly  iheje  gJFen 
to  the  President,  was  for  the  purpose  of  preseiT- 
Ids  peace  witbin  our  own  waters,  and  could  be 
eiercjsed  only  against  an  ofiendiag  vessel  of  war 
of  a  foreign  nation.  Is  that  fhe  present  case? 
Is  ic  like  it?  No,  sir.  Bf  tbis  section,  yoti  del- 
egate to  the  President,  and  lo  his  irresponsible 
agents,  UDeoDiioUed  auiboriiy  over  ill  the  naval 
and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  now  iu 
setviceand  about  to  be  raised  ;  not,  give  me  leave 
IO  say,  for  the  parpose  of  preserving  peace — not 
lobe  etercised  against  a  IbreigD  enemy,  but,  to 
be  inrDed  against  the  bQsoms  of  your  own  eiti- 
zeos.  Will  freemen  submit  to  this  1  Let  me 
admit  tbot  the  act  will  not  be  executed  in  Ibis 
way — that  even  this  inorditiate  and  ilangetuus 
power  may  be  safely  conGded  to  our  present  Ex- 
ecDtire — yet,  I  shudder  at  tbe  precedent. .  It  is  in 
the  da^s  of  political  calms,  and.  of  blind  con&- 
deoce  IQ  a  favorite,  that  we-ar?  in  danger  of  es- 
tablishing precedents  that,  Iq  more  stormy  times, 
may  be  resorted  to  by  ambitions  and  desperate 
mro,  to  subvert  the  Constitution  end  liberties  of 
oar  eoantry.  And  I  contend,  sir,  that,  whenever 
your  Executive  chair  shall  be  filled  by  a  bold  and 
ambitious  man,  snpportedbya  blind  and  domi- 
Danl  party  in  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
sDch  a  man  shall  wish  to  play  the  tyrant,  iF  he 
first  procures  a  sufficient  armv  to  be  provided^ 
under  aoT  pretences,  and  can  then  get  delegated 
10  him,  by  Congress,  the  powers  given  in  this 
eletnlh  Section  of  tbe  bill,  his  object  is  accom- 
plished. Your  Constitution  and  your  liberties 
are  at  an  end.  He  will  er^tablish  a  southern,  a 
vesKRi,  an    eastern,  or  any  other  dvnasty   he 

£)e«se),  in  this  country.  And  this  bill  will  then 
;  sbown  to  Congress.  Tbey  will  then  be  told 
that  no  danger  is  to  be  apprebended  from  such  a 
gnat  of  power  to  k  President,  because  siiailar 


Kwers  had  heretofore  beengivea  and  ao  injury 
i  resulted  to  the  country. 

I  arose,  sir,  with  a  promise  not  lo  occupy  tbe 
time  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  tbeu,  indeed,  my 
only  object  to  move  a  postponement  of  the  hill. 
1  have,  therefore,  already  Said  much  more  than  I 
intended;  but,  while  1  am  up,  L  must  be  permitted 
to  notice  for  a  moment  the  thirteenth  section, 
which  is  not  an  original  part  of  the.  bill,  but  has 
been  sent  to  us  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
This  section  auiborizes  the  Jiiriog  of  thirty  ves- 
sels, not  exceeding  an  bundred  and  thirty  tonk 
eacn,  to  be  armed  and  equipped  for  see,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  the  embargo  laws.  Sir,  the 
man  must  be  blind  who  cannot  see  ibrongh  this. 
It  savors  so  strongly  of  the  source  from  whence 
it  came  (hat  it  is  impossible  to  mistake  it  for  a 
moment.  It  has'  the  very  fish-ail  abont  it  It  ia 
a  Machlehead  triiik.  This  is  a  rider  to  tbe  famous 
Marblehead  patriotic  resolutions,  read  to  us  some 
days  since  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Giles.)  These  Marblehead  patriots,  not  being 
permitted,  during  the  embargo,  to  export  their 
Qxh,  far  the  want  of  some  other  capital,  are  about 
lo  commence  trade  upon  their  patriotism,  and 
have  sent  that  to  market.  It  seems  they  not  only 
approve  of  the  embargo,  but,  with  much  patriotic 
modesty,  recommend  to  the  Qqvernmeut  to  hire 
them  and  their  hundred-and-lhirty-ton  vessels  to 
e.iecBte  it..  It  is' not  impossible  that  this  thir- 
teenth section  was  considered  and  approved  of  by 
the  same  meeting  thai  adopted  the  resolutions, 
and  is  now  intended  as  a  Governmental  premium 
to  boy  patriots  with.  Hire  these  Marblehead 
men,  sir ;  arm  their  vessels,  and  tel^  one  of  them 
to  victual  his  vessel  for  a  three,  or  six  months' 
cruise  upon  our  coast,  and  to  go  to  sea ;  my  word 
for  it,  the  next  news  you  have  of  your  patriot,  he 
is  in  the  West  Indies,  exchanging  the  pork  and 
flour  of  tbe  United  States  for  coffee  and  sugar 
for  himself.  This  was  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tions. This  is  the  concealed  object  of  the  sec< 
lion.  It  is  intended  to  disgrace  the  Qoveiomeut 
by  making  it  an  accessary  .to  tbe  violation  of  its 
own  laws.  But,  air,  I  have  another  objection  lo 
thin  section.  These  thirty  vessels,  In  addition  to 
the  twelve  revenue  cutters  we  have  lately  pro- 
vided, and  those  now^n  service,  will  place  under 
theexclusive  direction,  not  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  plates,  but  of  a  subordinate  officer,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  more  than  fifty  ves- 
sels of  war.  A  larger  number  than  has  ever  been 
intrusted  to  the  control  of  the  Government  itself, 
Aad  whoaie  to  appoint  these  officers?  The  Pres- 
ident and  this  Senate?  No,  sir;  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  He  is  to  be  the  Murblehead  Pres- 
ident. We  all  know  how  difficult^i  islo  restrain 
even  the  young  officers  commanding  our  gunboats, 
selected  and  appointed  as  tbey  are  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  from  eommittiog  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  outrage  upon  our  citizens.  And  what 
control  do  you  expect  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  be  able  to  assume  over  these  Marblehead 
marauders  if  once  they  are  Inrned  loose  upon  tha 
little  coasting  commerce  that  yet  remains  to  our 
cilizeoa?    Sir,  I  had  rather  ^ee  ao  many  Frencb 
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or  British  picaroons  upon  ibe coast,  because  they 
would  aai  be  permilled  lo  rob  with  impatiitjr. 

Mr.  HrLLHOuaE.— I  Bhsll  not  trespass  oa  the 
patience  of  the  Senate  hy  repeating  any  srgu- 
ineuts  already  sQbmitted  to  (heir  consideration. 
But  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  debate  on 
passing  the  billaa  it  went  from  the  Seoaie,  was 

Erotracted  to  a  late  hour,  wbeti  both  ■makers  and 
earen  were  much  fatigued,  and  it  became  iin> 
possible  to  consider  every  point.  I  will  therefore 
now  lake  (he  li^riy  of  noticing  the  precedents 
npon  which  the  gentleibait  fron  Virginia  (Mr. 
QiLEs)  SO  confidently  relies  to  justify  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill. 

The  first  is,  that  clause  iti  one  of  the  embargo 
acts  which  gives  lo  the  President  of  the  Unhed 
Slates  a  discretionary  power  to  suspend  the  em- 
bargo, "  in  whole  or  in  part."  which  was  indeed 
an  extraordinary  power,  and  ooihioK 'short  of 
commitling  into  his  hands  the  power  of  inTolving 
the  country  in  war.  The  genlleman  ought  fur- 
ther to  haVe  stated,  that  it  wAs  opposed  at  the 
timeoD  that  ground,  and  that  the  votes  of  gentle- 
men opposed  to  this  till  are  recorded  on  the 
journals  against  it.  Who  gare  to  the  Ezecuiire 
that  extraordinary  powerl  It  was  the  like  over- 
whelming  loajority  that  laid  the  embargo,  and 
would  DOW  enforce  it  by  the  arbitrary  provisions 
contained  in  this  bill.  It  is  indeed  extraordinarv, 
that  to  justify  an  arbitrary  and  unwarranlable 
grant  of  power,  gentlemen  should  quote  a  prece- 
dent, of  a  likenaiure,  of  their  own  making. 

An  act  of  March  3d,  1807,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  iise  military 
force  to  remove  from  public  lands,  persons  at- 
tempting to  make  settlements  thereon,  is  also  re- 
lied on  LO  justify  the  principles  of  this  bill;  but 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  will  find  by  the 
Journals  of  the  Senate, that  an  act  making  provi- 
uoD  for  carrying  into  ezectKion  an  Indian  treaty, 
was,  at  a  prevjous  session  rejected,  becaose  it  con- 
tained a  like  arbitrary  and  unwarrantable  provi- 
sion. The  act,  as  stated  by  that  gentleman,  (vas 
afterwards  passed  ;  not,  however,  without^strea- 
noui  opposition — the  votes  .were  17  to  15,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  yeas  and  nays.*  My  >ote  was 
against  that  act,  as  I  hope  it  will  be  against  every 
act  containing  like  arbitrary  and  oppressive  provis- 
ions. The  gentlemen  from  Virginia  advocated 
and  voted  for  that  act,  as  he  has  done  for  others 
containing  grants  of  extraurdioary  power  to  the 
Executive.  Formerly  that  gentleman's  voice 
was  one  of  the  loudest,  and  I  think  I  have  heard 
none  loader,  in  proclaiming  bis  lo«e  and  adoration 
for  the  people;  but  now  that  he  is  got  into  the 
saddle,  he,  like  many  otbera  who  have  acquired 

*0n  theqaeation,  Shall  the  bill  pass?  it  wis  datel- 
mined  in  the  affiimitive,  yeu  IT,  nays  16. 

YiAi-^MeuM.  Batdnio,  BrBdIey,  Condit,  Fanner, 
Gullard,  Gili^s,  UowUnd,  Kitchol.  MbcIbj,  Milledge, 
Mitchill,  Moore,  Plumer,  Bnillh  of  Marylaad,  Smith  of 
Now  Toik,  Smith  oTTennoHM,  and  Turner, 

Nais—Mowis.  Adams,  BAyard,  Clay,  GUman,  Hill- 
house,  IiDganj  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith  of  Ohio,  Smith 
of  Vermont,  Stone,  Thmstonj  Tracy,  White,  and 
Wmthington. 


power  in  the  same  way,  is  for  riding  on  the  necks 
of  the  people,  and  for  exercising  power  in  an  ar- 
bitrary and  oppressive  manner. 

1  shall  next  notice  the  law  of  March  31,  1805, 
and  a  law  containing  a  like  provision,  passed 
June  4lb,  I79i,     As  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 

IS  to  attach   some  importance   to  his  prece- 

I  from  the  circumstance  of  my  having  in 
some  instances  voted  for  them,  I  do  not  hesitata 
lo  declare  that  I  voted  for  the  Vw  of  1805  and  it 
is  probable  I  did  also  for  that  of  1794 ;  as  I  could 
have  no  objection  to  a  taw  which  wa»  necessary 
preserve  peace,  and  prevent  intuits  to  our  Gov- 
ament,  or  the  violation  of  the  l&ws  within  our 
_  rts  and  harbors,  and  on  waters  within  oni  ja- 
risdiction,  b^  foreign  armed  ships,  or.  vessels  fit- 
ling  out  with  boxtile  views  against  any  Power 
with  which  we  were  in  amity.  The  military 
force  authorized  by  those  laws  would  in  no  in- 

:e  be  eiu^loyed  on  the  land,  and  against  our 
citizens,  except  to  prerent    the  carrying 

L  military  expedition  or  enterprise  against 
such  foreign  Power.  So  cautious  were  the  ad- 
ministrators of  ibe  General  Government  of  call- 
ing in  the  aid  of  the  military  to  enforce  the  laws, 
thnl  no  express  power  was  given  lo  the  President 
of  the  United  States'  by  any  act' of  Congress,  to 
iploy  any  part  of  the  standing  army-or  naval 
force,  until,  under  the  present  Administration,  the 
law  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
of  March  3d,  18Q7,  in  my  opinion  a  very  proper 
law, -was  passed,  giving  tile  Presidenl  the  power, 
in  alt  cases  where  he  might  call  forth  the  militia 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  insurrections,  or 
of  causing  the  laws  to  be  executed,  toemplovfor 
the  same  purpose,  such  part  of  the  land  and  na- 
val force  of  the  United  States,  as  he  may  judge 
necessary,  "having  first  observed  all  the  prere- 
quisites of  the  law  in  that  respect."  In  the  two 
last  lines  of  this  law  are  a  few  words  of  great 
significance  and  import — "having  first  observed 
the  prerequisites  of  the  law."  The  military  is 
not  to  take  the  lead,  as  in  the  present  bill,  but  is 
to  come  in  aid  of,  and  be  subordinate  to  the 
civil  power.  That  it  may  appear  on  our  Jour- 
nals that  no  effort  consistent  with  the  rules  of 
the  Senate  has  been  omitted  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  this  fatal  billj  1  am  glad  the  geatleman 
from  Delaware.  (Mr.  White,)  has  brought  for- 
ward his  motion  for  a  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
the  first  Monday  ol  December  next.  The  ameod- 
menis  from  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
not  in  the  least  reconciled  me  to  the  bill-^one 
only  is  of  any  value.  That  o'ffered  to  the  eerenth 
section  is  a  mockery  of  justice,  an  insult  to  the 
understandings  of  the  American  people.  By  thf 
original  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  "neither 
'capture,  distress,  nor  any  other  accident  what- 
'  ever,  shall  be  pleaded  or  given  in  evidence," 
The  amendment  proposes  to  add : 


sioned  bj  no  negligence  or  deviBtioa  i.  nor  nnlesi  nich 
Tovsel  shall  have  boon,  from  the  commeneoment  of  the 
voyage,  wholly  navigited  by  a  msster,  mate  or  mates, 
mariners,  end  craw,  all  whom  shall  be  dtiieni  of  dta 
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United  State* ;  nor  laltH  lacli  mate  or  matcB,  marinaii 
Bnd  crew,  Hball  all,  if  living,  and  the  pioof  of  Ibeir  dontli 
diall  lie  on  tite  daftndant,  be  produced  on  the  trial, 
and  nrom  am  competeat  witnesHs ;  noi  nnleis  such 
muter,  mate  or  matei,  mirinen  and  ciew,  Bhall  bo.TB 
Bgned  a  ahippiag,  paper  in  due  form  of  ]aw,  and  a  copj 
thenof,  dengnmting  spedallj  the  manter,  mate  or  matea, 
muineta  and  crew,  aiid  their  penaanenl.  places  of  rea- 
■dcKC,  ihall  have  beea  lodged  nith  the  collector  of 
Ae  pnt,  to  whom  the  bond  aforesaid  shall  hive  been 
giTea  bifbn  - th«  ooramencement  of  the  voyage;  and 
■olscnlied  and  aitoni  (o  br  the  maatei  belbre  auch  col- 
lector; and  anj  maater  who  ahati  blaely,  wilfully, -and 
conspd;  m^amt  aa  to  the  facta  contained  in  BDcb  cApy, 
ahaO,  OB  oDa*ietioa,  iufier  the'  pains  and  penaltiee  of 

The  imptaciicabilitjr  aad  absutdllr  of  (hii 
■meDdment  will  be  best  exemplified  by  a  plaiTi 
case.  A  Tcsselbooiidfrain  Baltimore  to  Ghsrles- 
ton.  Soalfa  Carolina,  sajr  the  regular  packet,  lakes 
oa  board  ^our  aod  other  articles,  to  the  value, 
ioelading  ressel,  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and 
twenty  members  of  Cpngress,  who  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  men  of  cbaraoter.  On  the  passage,  in 
■  storm,  to  save  ibe  vessel,  and  the  lives  of  the 
tossengers,  part  of  the  car^o  is  throvvD  overboard. 
Od  the  arrival  at  Charleston  every  remaining. 
article  is  fairly  landed, and  a  certificate  obiained, 
vbicb  with  the  testimon/  of  those  twenty  mei^- 
bers,  to  prove  that  every  ariicre  not  cooiained  id 
(be  eertiGcaie  was  in  fricl  thrown  into 'the  sea, 
are '  offered  10  exonerale  the  bondsmen  from  the 
penally  of  the  bond,  which  cannot  be  less  than 
one  fauodred  and  twenty  thousand  dollar^.  By 
this  amen  dtaent  the.eTidence  cannot  be  admitted; 
bni  jarfgment  must  be  rendered  fur  the  wJiole 
amoDDt  of  the  bond;  unless  among  other  condi- 
tions, diffimlt  and  ^embarrassing,  "  the  mate  or 
'  mates,  mariners  and  crew,  sbairall,if  living,  and 
'  ibe  proof  of  (heir  deaths  shall  be  on  the' defend' 
'  ant,  be  prodaeed  on  the  trial,  and  sworn  as  corn- 
'  pelent  wiinesset."  It  is  hardly  ^  supposeable 
case,  thai  the  bondsmen  residing  in  Balrimare, 
where  the  sail  must  be  commenced,  should  afier 
the  lapse  of  two  mouths,  before  which  no  suit 
can  be  brotight,  be  able  la  bring  from  Charleston, 
■ad  to  court,  iW  male  or  mates,  and  every  oae 
of  the  mariners  andcrew  :  some  one  may  have 
been  taken  out  en  (he  passage  by  an  armed  Vessel 
ofafareign  nation;  or  after  the  arrival  al  Charles* 
lOD,  it  would  be  marvellous  indeed,  if  &ome  one 
ornore  of  the  crew  had  not  wi<hin  two  months 
shipped  on  board  lome  other  vessel,  and  gone  fo 
pans  anknown  ttt  the  bondsmen,  la  the  bill 
there  ia  no  provision  (o  enable  the  master  or 
bondsmen  to  hold  fbe  mete,  mariael-a  and  crew 
in  cuitodf  uniihs  trial  can  be  had,  they  cantiot 
CTcn  summon  them  until  a  suit  is  commenced. 
Id  case  of  a  hostile  capture,  most  of  the  mariners 
and  crew  would  be  carried  away  to  a  foreign 
eovQlry.  and  it  would  be  iinpossible  for  the  bondq- 
men  to  have  ihem  in  court. 

Having  offered  iny  senliments  on  the  various 
amendmcnls  froni  the  Houxe  of  Representatives, 
and  tbe  amendments  offered  in  the  Sanate  to 
those  amendm«ata  as  tbejr  were  ■everally  noder 


coasideration,  I  shall  now  close  with  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  proposed  new  section  for  hiring 
and  employiag  (Uirty:  vessels,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  thirty  tons  each,  for  enforcing  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  on  th^  s^acnast,  and  to 
be  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  I  be  Treasury.  The  Constitution  bas'placed 
the  uiilitaty  and  naval  force  of  the  United  Stales 
nnder'the  direction  of  the  Ptesideni,  who  is  to 
''  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed." 
Thi?  section  places  thirty  armed  vessels,  a  naval 
forae  of  no  small  iropoil,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  enforcing  the 
laws.  Even  the  revenue  cutlers,  which  from  the 
ciroumaiance  of  their  commanders  being  deemed 
and  by  law  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs, 
fall  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  under  whose  superintendence  the  law 
has  placed  the  collection  of  the  revenue;  even 
those  revenue  cultehs,  when  otherwise  employed 
than  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  are  not  per- 
mitted to  remain  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary ;  who  of  all  the  officers  of  Quvernment  is 
the  most  impropar  to  have  the  direction  of  the 
military  And  naval  force  to  be  employed  in  execut- 
ing the  embargo ;  for  to  him  alone  is  confided  the 
power  of  mitigating  the  rigor  of  the  several  acta, 
and  of  retnitting  penalties  and  forfeitures.  There 
ie  a  manifest  impropriety  ip  making  the  same 
person  both  judge,  and  eieculioner'  The  genlle- 
man  from  Virginia,  says  we  have  hferetofore  le- 
pijached  the  Administration  with  the  want  of 
energy ;  and  complained  of  tbem  for  relying  on 
proclamations,  paper  reBoluttans,  and  legislative 
acts;  and  now  that  something  is  proposed  that 
,has  in'ii  the  appearance  of  energy,  we  are  equal- 
ly claraprous  in  heaping  reproach  upon  them. 
Sir,  i(  is  the 'rnversion  of  the  proper  order  of 
things  of  which  we  complain.  The  Adminislra-  ' 
tion  and  iheir'frienda  have  been  making  procla- 
mations, paper  resolutions,  and  legislative  acts, 
to  be  aimed  at  foreign  nations,  against  whom  thef 
are  unavailing;  whereas,  in  regard  to  our  own 
citizens,  aided  by  the  marshal  and  posse  com- 
mitetus,  they  might  he  effectual.  And  to  com- 
plete the  inversion,  the  same  Administration  and 
their  friends  have  UQuecesKarily,  and  in  my  ap- 
prehension, wantonly  directed  against  our  own 
citizens,  the  bayonet,  the  military  and  naval 
force  of  oIiT  country,  which  might  be  efficient 
against  foreign  eggresssions.  It  is  for  adopting 
this  strange,  ibis  unaccnuulable  policy  we  are 
ijissatisfied. 

,1  have  opposed  the  bill  in  every  stage  of  its 
progress, and  used  every  exertion  iu  ray  power  to 
prevent  its  passage.  I  shall  nov  only  ask  that 
the  question  may  oe  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  that 
I  may  once  more  record  my  name  on  the  jour- 
nals against  a  measure,  which,  if  acquiescetl  in, 
may  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  my  country. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Reed'9 
amendment,  and  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  10,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Taia-^Meiara.  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hillhoase, 
'  IJovd,  HaUiewsoD,  Meigs,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  While. 

Niia— M«MK*.  AndetMn,  Bradleyr  Con^  Craw 
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foiO,  FranUin,  GaiUnd,  OUe^  Howltnd,  Kilehei,  Mil- 
ledge,  Milchitl,  Moore,  Pope,  Robinson,  Stnithx  of  New 
York,  Smith  <rf  Tennencc,  Sumter,  TbruBton,  Tiffin, 
mnd  Turner. 

On  ihe  gueslion  to  agree  lo  (he  ameDdine&t 
proposing  a  new  seclion,  as  ToHowm  ; 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  eaadtd,  Tbit  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  tnd  be  herebif  ii,  author- 
ized  to  hire,  arm,  and  employ,  thirty  leteets,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  tannage  one  bundred  and  thirty  tans  each, 
belonging  to  citizens  ef  the  United  States,  and  so  many 
seamen  ai  shaU  be  neceasary  to  man  the  same  for  im- 
mediate aervice,  in  enforcing  the  iana  of  Ihe  United 
States  on  the  seicout  thereof,  and  to  ilismiss  Ihe  same 
from  service  whenever  he  shall  deem  the  samB  eipedi- 
enl.  Prcnnded,  however.  That  aoch  hiring,  arming, 
and  emptoymentt  ahil]  net  be  for  a  term  siceeding  one 
year;  and  the  said  ships  or  vessels,  vrhen  bO  hired  snd 
armed,  shall  be  employed  under  the  direction  o  ~ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

It  was  deieriniiied  ia  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  13,  as  follows: 

Yiil — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Gondii,  Craw- 
ford, FraokliD,  GUel^  Howland,  Kitchel,  Miiledge, 
Milchill,  Moore,  Pope,  Robin»on,  Smith  of  New  Yoiii, 
Smith  of  Tennessee,  Tiffin,  and  Turner. 

N^is— Messrs.  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gr^g, 
HillhoDSe,  Lloyd,  Msthewsou,  Meigs,  THckering,  Reed, 
Sumter,  Thruston,  and  White. 

On  the  question  10  agree  to  the  amendmenl  pni 
posing  a  new  sectioo,  as  follows: 


aeventh  section  or  the  act  of  March  the  twelfth, 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  to  grant  pennisaic 
to  ciliiens  having  property  of  valne  in  places  withoi 
Ihe  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  to  despatch  ves- 
seli  for  the  asme,  shall  henceforth  cease." 

It  was  deiecmined  in  the  affirmalive — yeas 
navs  4,  as  follows: 

Messn.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Gondii,  Crawford,  Frank- 
lin, Oaillard,  Giles,  Giiiaan,  Gregg,  Honlsnd,  Kitchei, 
Matheivson,  Meigs,  Miiledge,  Milchill,  Moore,  Pope, 
Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
nessee, Sumter,  ThrustoD,  Tiffin,  Turner,  and  While. 

Nats — Meura.  Ooodricb,  Hillhouse,  Lloyd,  and 
Pickering. 

So  it  was  Reiolned,  Thai  the  Senate  concur  ia 
all  the  ameDdmeols  lo  the  bill  last  msnlloaed. 

MoMOAT,  January  9. 

Mr.  MiLLEDOE,  from  the  eominittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petitioo  of  William  Browp,  late 
an  officer  in  ihe  Revolutionary  army,  made  re- 
port.    Whereupon, 

SeMolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  petition. 

Tdbsday,  January  10. 

James  A.  Bat ABD,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended. 

Mr.  Giles  presenled  ihe  petition  of  ibe  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  pray- 
ing an  act  of  incorporation,  wiih  such  privileges 
as  may  appear  reasonable,  to  commence  and  take 


effect  from  and  afier  the  expiration  of  Ihe  term  of 
the  charier  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for 
reasons  meniioaed  In  the  petition;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tre«- 
aury,  to  consider  and  report  theieoD. 

The  Prgbident  communicated  tbe  petition  of 
Qbeiiezer  8.  Plait,  now  of  Philadelphia,  staling  his 
i  services  and  sufieriogs  during  tbe  Revolationar^ 
I  war;  Bod  ihal,  iuconsideratiun  thereof,  Congress, 
I  in  Aiigusit  1777,  voied  him  one  hundred  guiqeas, 
I  which  sum  he  hath  oever  received.  Being  ooiv, 
I  in  his  old  age,  through  misfortune  reduced  lo  ia- 
;  disenl  ciroumslances,  he  prays  that  Congress  will 
:  laEe  his  case  into  ci>nsideratloo,  and  gr&nt  him 
such  relief  as  his  services  and  sufferings  may  hare 
merited  ;  and  ibe  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  MiLI.BDOE,FitANKi.iN,  and  Bradley,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  agreed  that 
two  members  be  added  to  the  coramiilee  od  the 
Message  of  ihe  President  of  the  Uoiud  Statw,  of 
the  &th  ioataot,  on  the  subject  of  fortlGcations  ; 
and  Messrs. liLOTD  and  GilhXh  were  appoiiued. 

Mr.MiTCHiLLpresentedihepetitionofEbenezer 
Stevens  and  olhers,  merchaQts,of  theclty  of  New 
York,  siaiiog,  that  (he^  have  imported  from  the 
East  Indies  large  quantities  of  articles  noliotead- 
ed  for  home  consumptioD,  and  praying  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  by  law,  whereby  the  peti- 
tioners may  be  permitied  to  re-eipoit  their  afore- 
said merchaaitise  within  a  reasonable  li in e  after 
the  embargo  shall  be  raised,  wiib  the  benefit  sf 
such  drawback  as  has1}een  in  such  caaes  hereto* 
fore  allowed,  for  reasoos  mentioDed  in  ihe  peti> 
lion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  , 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commiltee 
appointed  I  on  the  11th  of  November  last,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  EUpplemenlary 
10  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more  efiectuaJIy  to 
provide  for  ihe  national  defence,  by  eslablishio^ 
an  uniform  militia  ihroughout  the  United  Slates;" 
and  lb:  brll  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Wedhgsdat^  January  11, 

The  bill  supplementary  lo  an  act,  enliiled  "An 


ihroughout  the  United  Stales,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond lime,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  PaEainENT  reported  it  to  the 
House  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  HiLLBOOse,  lo  strike  out 
Ihe  following  words  from  the  second  seclioD  of 
the  bill,  "to  be  painied  and  superscribed  with 
-uch  motto  ordevice  as  ihe  President  may  direct;" 
t  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  12, 
nays  12.  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  CTawfon],FraaUin,GilmBn, 
Goodrich,  Hillhouse,  Hoiriand,  Lloyd,  Matheweon, 
Parker,  Roed,  and  Whiu, 

NiTi— Mesan.  AnderMn,  Bradley,  Gondii,  GaillaH, 
prcSKi  Meigs,  Miiledge,  Mitcbill,  Pope,  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland, Sunui,  and  Turner. 
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Tbe  rotes  being  equally  dkiiled,  the  Prb8IDEHT 
determiDed  ihe  qaettion  in  the  affirmative.  On 
die  queation,  Sbatl  this  bill  be  eDgfossed  and  read 
a  third  lime  at  amended^  it  vaa  deEermtned'  Id 
the  aSriDBiiTe. 

&  measBse  trota  the  House  of  Represeolatifea 
iaformed  tbe  Sennle  tlut  lbs  Hoase  have  passed 
a  bill, entitled  "Auact  to  authorize  the iranspott- 
alioQ  of  eeriain  dacnmeata,  bjr  mail,  free  of  post- 
age." in  which  they  requeit  (he  iconcurrence  of 
•      theSenalc. 

The  bill  )aal  brought  op  for  ooDCurrence  wa^ 
read ;  anil  on  the  qiieslioD,  Shall  this  bill  beresd 
aaeeotid  limel  it  vra<  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BnAALtr  gave  notice  that  he  ihouldMo- 
iDorrow,  ask  leaveM  bring  in  a  bill  making  fur' 
iher  proTision  for  a  cor^  of  engineers. 

Tbuhsdat,  Jaouarr  12. 
On  motioD,  by  Mr.  Mitch ili.,  that  the  Senate 
do  reeoDsider  their  toIc  of  yesterday  on  the  spc- 
ood  readmgof  thebill,  erttiiled  "An  act  loau thor- 
ite the  tran^iporiation  of  certain  documents,  by 
mail,  fffle  of  pWitiige,"  il  was  determined  in  tlie 
aegatiTc — yeas  12,  nays  13,  as  fnlloTvs: 


TiOfiD,  ToTQcr,  and  White. 

Nats — Ucam.  AndersoD,  Bayinl,  Bradlej,  Condit, 
Fnnklia,  Gullard,  Gilinan,  Gregg.  MHthewBOQ,  MLl- 
kdge.  Moon,  Smith  of  Tennouqe,  and  Thruaton. 

Mr.  Timif,  from  the  commiilee,  reported  the 
bill  supfilementary  to  an  a«I,  entitled  "An  -act 
more  effecioall;  to  provide  for  the  national  de- 
fence by  estahlishiagan  uDifartn  militia  through- 
out the  United  States,"  correctly  eogrossei] ;  and 
the  bill  was  read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed. 

Agreeably  to  aoiice  given  yesteiday,  Mr. 
BBtOLEX  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  briag  in  a 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of  eu- 
f^ineers;  which  was  read,  aad  passed  to  the  sec- 
cad  reading'. 


Friday,  January  13. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PaUIDEMT  OF  TBS  UNITED  STATES  ! 

7b  Ikt  Sauitc  and  Houte  of 

Ktpratatativtt  of  tht  United  Slatet  .■ 
laownnder  to  Congresi  the  accotint  of  tbe  fund 
ntaUiikad  for  de&ajiDg  Ihe  contingent  eipsnses  of 
CotwBHieDt  for  thii  jtv  leoe.  Of  the9»a,ooo.Bp- 
ptopnslcd  fiir  that  purpose,  ^,000  were  deposited  la 
tbe  hand*  of  (he  Attocney  General  of  the  Uailed 
SUtes,  |o  pay  eipenses  incident  to  tbe  proaecution  of 
Auon  Burr  aad  hia  sceumplices,  for  trcxons  and  mis- 
dcmcanon  allegn]  to  have  been  committed  by  Ibeio  ; 
*990wBie  pmid  to  tbe  order  of  Governor  WilliBms  on 
tbe  same  aeaount ;  the  baUnce,  of  $17,010,  remains 
in  the  Treasury  unexpended. 


Iakdist  12,  1S09. 


TH.  JEFFERSON. 


Tbe  Message  wai  read,  bdJ  ordered  to  lie  for 
eoa  sideiaiieD. 
Mr.  MiTOHiLL  presented  two  memoriab  from 
10th  Con.  2d  Siss. — 11 


tb£  surviving  officers  of  ibe  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut lines  in  the  Bevolutiouary  army,  staiiug 
the  loases  they  bave  sustained  by  (he  commata- 
tioD  of  half  pa/i  which  ihey  were  induced  to  re- 
ceive; and  praying  remuneration,  for  reasons 
meuiioned  in  the  memortaU;  which  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
12t&  of  December  last,  to  consider  and  report 
upon  similar  memorials. 

Thi.-  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps 
of  engineers  was  read  the  second  time,  aod  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice  that  he 
sbauld  lo-morrow  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  (Ire  act  (o  amend  an  ac(  establish- 
ing eirauit  courts,  and  abridging  the  jurisdiction 
of  Ihe  diatrici  couria  of  the  dtsltict  of  Kentucky, 
Tenifeisee,  and  Ohio. 

MoHDAT,  Jautiary  16. 
'  The  credential:  of  MtcH^BL  Leib,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  (he  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania,' to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioDed  by  the 
resignalioB  of  Samuel  Maelay,  were  reed,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

The  PfiEatoEHT  communieated  the  general  ac- 
eouBt  of  the  Treasurer  of  (he  United  States,  from 
October  I,  1807,  to  Ooiober  1,  1808 ;  as,  also,  the 
aecouBO  of  (Iw  War  and  Nary  Oepanraenta  for 
the  same  period ;  togethur  with  the  reports  of  the 
Sccouolinjoffieersot'iheTreasurythereon;  which 
were  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  MiTGBiuL.,  from  the  eomniittee  appoiuled 
on  the  3d  instant,  "  (o  inquire  whether  any  and 
what  provisions  ought  to  be  made,  a(  (his  time, 
fur  (he  relief  of  sick  aad  disabled  seamen  of  tbe 
United  Slates,"  a^ed  and  obtained  leave  (o  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick,  dijiabled,  and  dis- 
tressed seamen ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  (o  ihe-order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

samed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
making  further  prorisioo  fot  the  corps  of  en- 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mitohill,  to  strike  o.ut, 
after  (he  word  ''repealed,"' to  the  end  of  the  bill, 

>  follows: 

"  And  thereiAer  the  said  corps  of  engineers,  const!- 
tnting  the  Military  Academy,  shall  be  rsmDved,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Slates,  fram 
West  Point,  anditationed  mt  Wuhing:ton,  in  the  Dia- 
trici of  Colambis  :" 

was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  IB,  as  foUqws: 

YsiS'-Measn.  GilmBii,  Goodrich,  HiDhonsD,  How- 
land,  Kitebel,  Mstbewion,  Mitchlll,  Paiker,  Robinson, 
Siaith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Tnmer. 

Nits — Messra.  .Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley.  Condit, 
Crawford,  Franklin,  GaHlaid,  Gregf^,  Meigs,  Milledge, 
Moore,  Pope,  Smith  of  Tennessee,  Sumter,  Thnuton, 
and  White. 

On  molion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  bill  was  re* 
ferred  ID  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Brad- 
,  MiTCBiLt.,  and  Smith  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 
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Mr.  MiTcBCLL,  from  the  commiilee  to  wbom 
was  referred,  on  tbe  30th  of  December  last,  the 
MeBsagt!  of  the  PresMent  of  the  United  States  of 
thai  date,  respeclin;;  a  tribe  of  Alabama  Indians, 
asked  and  obtained  leaTe  to  bnng  In  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  Alabama  Indians;  which  was 
ised  (0  the  second  reading. 
I,  of  Maryland,  submit  tedlhe  follow- 
ing motion : 

Saalved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  direct 
the  proper  aBicers  to  report^to  this  Hotiw  the  meu- 
ures  which  h»e  )>e«n  adopted  to  carry  inta  eiecutjon 
the  act  of  Coagrtm,  of  Slat  Pebniarf,  1806,  appro- 
phaliiig  Ino  millions  of  doliara  far  defying  any  ei- 
traordini.ry  otpenMsattending  tbe  Intercourse  between 
the  United  Blatea  and  tbreign  nattona ;  pirticularl; 
whether  the  said  two  milLans  of  dollan,  or  any  portion 
thereof;  wss  sent  in  apecie,  or  by  hills  of  exchange,  (o 
either  FNnce,  Spain,  Holland,  or  anj  other  countrj, 
for  the  ^nrpoie  of  carrying  into  eiecutuui  the  said  act; 
and,  also,  to  what  (dijecttbe  sama  ao  remitted  have 
been  applied,  or  weco  authorised  Or  intended  to  be 
applied.     . 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  asked -and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  supplementarr  lo  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled  'An 
act  establishing  circuit  courts,  and  abridging  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  the  dialiict  courts  of  ihe  districts 
of  Kentucky,  Tenne-.'.ee,  and  Ohio ;"  and  iha  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aeoood  leadinf. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeota lives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bavc  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick,  dis- 
abled, and  distressed  seamen,"  in  which  they  re- 
quest tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  hill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
lead,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

TuEsoAT,  January  17. 

A  messaee  from  ibe  House  of  RepresehtBiives 
informed  ine  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  tn 
theameDdmenle  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  Muihorizing  the  appointment  and  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  number  of  navy  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines," 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  ;  and 

Ruolved,  Thai  (he  President  be  requested  to 
direct  the  proper  officers  to  report  lo  the  House 
tbe  measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  carry 
into  execution  the  act  of  Congress  of  2Ut  Feb- 
ruary, ISQS,  appropriating  two  millions  of  dollars 
for  defiayiog  any  extraordinary  expenses  attend- 
ing tbe  intercouriie  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations;  particularly  whether  Ihe 
said  two  millions  of  dollars,  or  any  portion  there- 
of, was  sent  in  specie,  or  by  hills  of  exchange,  to 
either  France,  Spain.  Holliuid,  or  any  other  coun- 
tr]r,  for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  into  execuiioo  the 
•aid  act ;  and,  also,  to  what  object  the  sums  so 
remiiled  have  been  applied,  or  were  antborized 
01  iniended  to  be  applied. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolu- 
lioD  before  the  President  of  the  United  Stales. 
Tbe  bill  supplementary  to  tbe  act,  enittled  "An . 


act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 'An  act  esiablish- 
ing  circuit  courts  and  abridging  tbe  jurisdiciioD 
of  ihe  district  courts  of  Ihe  districts  of  EentneliT, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  was  read  the  lecoiid  time. 
and  referred  to  Messrs.  ANiiEiiaoK,  Shitm  «f 
Tennessee,  aod  Cbawpdrd,  lo  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Senatd  and  Bout  of 

Repruentativa  of  the  Vhifed  Stata.- 

I  Qommnnkate  to  Congrea  cectsin  letters  irhidt 
passed  betweesi  tbe  Britarii  Secretary  af  State,  Hi. 
Ciiuiing,  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  om  Ministei  PleaipotM. 
tiaiy  at  LondoB.  When  the  documents  ooneeming 
the  relation!  between  the  United  States  and  Gnat 
Britain  were  laid  before  Congreaa,  at  the  acmiiDeaee- 
ment  of  the  session,  tbe  answer  of  Mt.  Pinknn  to  Um 
letter  of  Mr.  Canning  had  not  been  receive^  and  s 
conlmunication  of  tbe  letter  alMovroulil  have  accorded  i 
neither  with  pronely  nor  witfa  the  tiabtt  of  Mr. 
Pinkney.  When  thM  aiuwer  afterwards  artivedih 
was  considered  that,  as  what  had  pawed  in  eonTerst- 
tion  bad  been  BUpcis«ded  Uy  the  written  and  formal 
correspondence  on  the  subject,' the  vuiance  in  ihs 
■tatemeiit  of  what  had  verbally  passed  was  not  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  mads  the  matter  of  a  distinct 
and  special  communication.  Tbe  letter  of  Hi.  Can- 
ning, bciwflter,  haviiig  lately  appeared  in  print,  unac- 
companied by  that  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  reply,  and  har- 
ing  a  tendency  to  make  ItapressioaE  not  warrsntsd  by 
Uie  statements  of  Mt.  Pinkney,  it  has  become  proper 
that  the  whole  ahnuld  be  brought  into  public  view. 
TH.  JBFPER80N. 

Jisnxar  17,1809. 

The  Message  and  commutiicaiions  were  reail, 
and  one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  Ihe  use  of  the  SenSte. 

The  bill  from  Uie  House  of  Kepresen  la  lives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick,  disabled, 
and  distressed  seamen."  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  Measr*.  Amdcrsos,  Mitchill, 
and  Bradlev,  to  consider  aod  report  .thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  reported  by  a  tSoromit- 
lee  of  Ibe  Senate  for  the  relief  of  sick,  disabled, 
and  distressed  teamen,  it  having  been  read  tbe 
second  time,  be  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill  for  the. relief  of  certain  Alabama  In- 
dians was  read  the  tedond  time,  and  ordered  lo 
lie  for  consideratTon. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  conaider  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  djaattreeing 
to  tbe  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  Ihe  bill,  en- 
titled ''  An  net  aulhoriaing  the  appointment  and 
employment  of  an  addiiional  numberof  navy  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  mariues,"and  on -motion,  by 
"Mr.  AwDensON,  that  the  Sertate  do  recede  from 
their  first  araendmenl,  in  tbe  words  folloiiing: 

Sic.  I.  After  the  word  "  assembled,"  insert  aa  fol- 
lows: "  That  there  be  fitted  out,  ofGcered,  manned,  and 
employed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  the  frigates  and  other 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  gunboats. 
That  the  President  of  the  United  Btatea  be  aathoriied 
and  empowered  to  eaUae  the  frigates  and  armed  vee- 
sela,  so  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared  for  actual  sertice, 
respectively,  to  be  stationed  at  aucb  porta  and  plaecs 
on  the  aaaooaat,  as  he  may  deem  most  eipwdiault  or  ta 
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It  was  deleimined  in  the  negative — yeas  7, 
Mjr*  33,  as  follows: 

YttM — Maaan.  Andenail,  Candit,  Crtwfbrd,  Kltchel, 
Soinlar,  Tiffin,  ud  Tumsr. 

Ntxi— McMi*.  Bsjard,  BtaiBttj,  QiiUud,  ODm, 
"■  J,  Gooditcli,  Gr^,  HUUionH,  Utmland.  Llojd, 
,  Meiga,  Millcdge,  Milehill,  Mom,  Pvker, 
BoUnaoD,  Smith  of  Maijland,  ^ith  of 
Hew  Tork,  Smith  of  Tennasaae,  Thnuton,  ind.WUte. 

Oa  moiion.  bf  Mr.BiiADLiT, 

Btmtltied,  Ttrat  the  SeDaledoJDsistonalltheit 
■meDdmrDla  lo  the  bill  Ust  meDliODed,  and  afk  a 
conrerence  thereon. 

And  Messrs.  Brjdlet,  Qiles,  and  Hillbodbg, 
were  appoiaied  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Seaale. 

Hr.  MiTCBiLL  preseoied  the  memoriat  of  Wil- 
liam Hardjr,  an  officer  in  Ihe  RerolutioDarf  war, 
Maiiog  his  serrices  and  sttfiTerings,  and  praying 
reli«f: 

Ordered,  That  it  bereferred  toMessrs-MiTcti-' 
iix,  CoHDiT,  and  OiLUAK-,  lo  ennsider  and  re^rt 
tber«OB. 

WnnHfiflD  AT,  January  T8. 
Tlie  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whofe,  the  second  readiBg  of  the  bill  for  the  re* 
lief  of  cenaia  Alabama  IndiaDS^;  and  the  Presi- 
dent hariog  repotted  it  lo  the  House  without 
ameDdment,  on  the  question,  Sliall  this  bill  ^e 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  lime ?  it  wasdeier- 
Buncd  in  the  affir— •" — 


TsuitBDaT,  January  19.  ' 

Michael  Lbib.  appointed  a  &enater-by  the  Le< 
gislatnrc  of  ihe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  fill  the 
Tseaocy  occasioned  hy  the  resigoBtion  of  the 
hooiHraUe- Samnel  Maclay, attended^ and  theoath 
prcKribed  by  law  was  administered  to  him. 

Ur.  TiFriH  presented  luodry  petitions  from 
pnnbaaera  of  pnblie  lands  io  ibe-Slate  of  Ohio, 
■tatiag  "  that,  from  the  various  incidentslo  which 
new  aetllem  are  liaUe,  and  more  especially  from 
the  |Teat  ancertaiiity  of  commaiiaing  cash  for 
pradnee.at  the  present  time,  they  will  not  be  able 
to  make  ap  Ihe  final  payments  for  their  lands  at 
the  lime  they  wHI  respeciirely  become'  due/'  and 
praying  that  Congress. will  '-  so  modify  the  pres- 
ent land  taWs  as  will  guard  ihem  from  the  em- 
barrassments end  ruin  ihey  otherwise  apprehend 
may  bll  upon  them  ;"  and  the  pelitiooi  were 
read,  and  reiferred  to  Messrs.  Tivfim,  Greoq,  and 
BatnLBT,  to  consider  and  report  tltereon. 

The  pKEsinsNT  comraanicated  the  report  of 
the  Pasimaster  General  respecting  the  salaries 
allowed  lo  the  clerks  in  bis  office,  in  obedience 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  21st  Febroary,  1S06,- 
which  was  read  for  consideraiiou. 

A  mesiase  from  the  House  of  Represeniatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
ibeir  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Seiute  to  the  bill)  eatitled~"  An  act  authorizing 


the  appointment  and  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  navy  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines." They  agree  to  the  coBference  proposed 
by  ibe  Senate  on  the  disagteeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  have  appointed  managers  on 
their  pert.  The  House  have  passed  a  bill,  en- 
titled .Ad  act  for  dividing  tha  Indiana  Territory 
into  two  eeparate  governments }"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
titled . "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  Bea- 
mont;"  in  which  bills  iheyrequest  the  eonciir- 
renee  of  the  Senate. 

'  The  two  t)ills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  tO'the  second  reading. 

Mr.. Tiffin,  from  the  committee,  ceported  the 
bill  fur  the  relief  of  certain  Alabama  Indiana,  cor- 
rectly engHissed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GilEb,'  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  Bib  instant,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  subject  of 
forii  fie  alio  nE,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  making  ap- 
l»opriaiLDnB  to  complete  the  foriificslions  com- 
menced for  the  security  of  the  seaport  lowns  ind 
harbors  of  the  Uoiied  Slates,  and  to  defray  the 
expense  of  deepening,  and  eitendisg  to  ihe  river 
Mississippi,  the  canal  of  Carondelet;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  pa^Kd  to  the  seeood  teading. 

The  PRBatDENT  Com  muQ  lea  led  the  represeota- 
lionofthe  inhabitants  of  Newry,  in  thecountyof 
Oxford,  and  Commonwealth  of  MassRcbuseEts,  on 
the  made  in  which  Eleclors  of  President  and 
Viae  President  have  been  appointed  by  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  Con- 
venlioo;  cenirary,  as  ihey  state,  to  the  usual  and 
constitutional  mode  ot  legislation ;  and  the  repte- 
seotation  was  read. 

pRiDiY,  January  20. 

The  bill  making  appropriatioDs  to  complete  Ibe 
fortifications  commenced  for  the  security  of  the 
seaport  towns  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
and  lo  defray  the  expense  of  deepeninir,  and  ei- 
tendiagtothe  river  Mississippi,tbecanaTofCaron- 
delet,  waa  read  the  second  time,  and  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day new. 

Mr.  B!i*.nLGr  presented  the  petition  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  of  the  City  of  Washington,  signed  by 
their  committee,  praying  "an  ^ot  of  "incorpora- 
tion, upon  such  principles  as  may  seem  meet;" 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Braoley,  Kitobgl,  and  Tii*nN,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  oi  otherwise. 

Mr.  TiFFCN,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  sundry  petiiions  from  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  asked  and. obtained 
leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill  lo  extend  the  time  for 
making  payment  for  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  J  and  ibe  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  therelief  of  Ed- 
mund Beamuot,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
refetred,  together  with  the  accompanying  papers, 
to  Messrs  HiLLHousG,  Bradlet,  and  Pbanklin, 
to  coDiidei  and  report  tbeieon. 
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Tlip  bill,  eotitled  "  An  act  far  dividing  th«  In- 
diana Terrilory  inlo  twe  se  pur  ate  governments," 
was  read  the  second  limp,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Pope,  Tiffin,  and  BRAm-er,  the  commiitee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  tbe  15th  of  NOTember 
last,  (he  resolutions  passed  bj  the  Home  of  Rep- 
Te»enlaiive»  of  ihe  Indiana  Terrf lory  on  the  Uth 
of  October  lasi,  and  thaiMeiHs.  MEiesand  Hilu- 
BODSE  be  added  lo  tbe  commitlee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  ibe  coraroitiee  lowborn 
was  referred  the  bill  s:,pplenienlsry  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  Entitled 'An 
act  eatabiisbing  circuit  courts  and  abridging  (he 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  the  districts 
of  Kentucky.  Tenneiisee,  and  Ohio,"  reported 
■mendinenta;  wliicb  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  ANDeRBoN,:from  the  coTnniiilee  to  whom 
wax  referred  llie  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick,  disabled, 
and  distressed  jteamen,  made  a  report.    Where- 

Retolved,  That  tbe  further  consideTation  of  tbe 
bill  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  hi  Decem- 
ber next. 

Mr.  ANDEneoN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill,  entitled  "  An  actfor  the  relief  of 
sick,  disabled,  and  distressed  seamen."  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  tiy  Mr.  Hillboitse,  to  strike  oat  the 
following  words  : 

"  And  tbe  same  ihaJi  be  reflinded  to  tin  Tressorj 
of  the  United  StatM,  out  ofnich  larplaa  u  maj  acciDe 
to  the  fund  for  the  ralief  of  (ick  and  dinbled  leamen, 
■1  inch  limea  and  in  sach  manner  a*  shall  not  dtfeu' 
the  general  purpoMi  for  which  luch  fund  is  eatebJuhed:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20, 
nays  11,  as  follows: 

Vail— Meatro.  Anderton,  Bsyard,  Bradley,  Con- 
dit,  Franklin,  Baillard,  Gilat,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hill- 
bouK,  Howland,  Malhewion,  Meigs,  Millcdge,  Pictor- 
ing,  Smith  of  Now  York,  Sumter,  Tiffin,  Turner,  and, 
Whito. 

Niis— Mcana.  Crawford,  Kitchel,  Leih.  Lloyd,  Mit- 
chill,  Moore,  Parkrr,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith 
of  Tenneaim,  and  TbruttoB. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Pope,  to  strikeout  th«  words 
''and  distres-ied,"  after  the  word  "di>abled:''  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  navs 
U,  as  follows:  ' 

TciB— Menn.  Anderwn,  Condit,  PrHnklin,  Gail- 
lard,  Gregg,  Howiand,  Kitchel,  Loib,  Malhewson,  Mil- 
ledge,  Pickering,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Sumter, 
Thnutoa,  Tiffin,  Turner,  and  White. 

NiTi— Moan.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Orawlbrd,  Giles, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Hillhouse,  Lloyd,  Mciga,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Parker,  Smith  of  Now  York,  and  Smith  of 
Tennetaee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  consid- 
etaiion  of  the  bill  was  postponed  lo  Monday  aexl. 

MoNDAT,  January  23. 

Hr.  HiLLBouee.  from  ibe  commiitee  to  whom 

wail  referred   tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 

relief  of  Edmuod  Beamont,**  reported  the  bill 


wiihotit  ainendmeDt;  and  the  bill  was  passed  to 
the  third  readinff. 

Tbe  bill  to  extend  tbe  lime  for  makine  pay- 
mebts  for  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Slates, 
was  read  the  tecoud  time.   , 

Tlic  Senate-  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,ihe  bill  suppleiiVeulary  lo  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  to  amend  the  set,  entitled  'AnacI,  ei- 
leblishin^  circuit  courts  and  abridging  tbe  juris- 
diction of  the  district  courts  of  the  disirii'ts  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio ;"  and;  the  Pbe- 
B1DBNT  having  reported  the.  bill  to  the  House 
amended^  on  the  quektion,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grosud,  and  read  a  third  limeaa  amended}  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tha  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee' of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '- An  act  for  the  relief  of 
sick,  disabled,  and  distressed  seamen." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mitch  ill,  ihe  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed. 

The  'Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  making 
appropriation)!  lo  completetbe  fortifications com- 
metrced  for  the  necuriiy  of  the  seaport  towns  and 
har'hora  otthe  Uoiled  Stales,  and  to  defray  ihe 
expense  of  deepening  and  extending  to  tbe  river 
Missiisippi  the  canal  orCarondelet;  andlhePaE- 
BiDCNT  having  reported  the  hill  U)  the  House 
without  ameodment,  on  the  question.  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed,  ahd  read  a  third  time  7  it  was 
determined  in  the  atSrmatiTe.  '    ' 

ADDITIONAL  NAVAL  FORCE. 

Mr.  Bradi^ev,  of  the  conferees  from  the  Sen- 
ate, on  tbe  disagreement  betweeir  the  two  Houses;, 
in  relatiun  to  the  bill,  eniiilrd  "  An  act  author- 
ising the  appointment  and  employiqieDl  of  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  navy  officei's,  seamen,  and  ma- 
tines,"  madp  the  following  report: 

That  they  ba*a  met  the  conrerces  on  the  pai^  of  the 
House  of  Repreaentalivei,  and  faaVe  had  a'free  confer- 
ence an  tho  subject  of  the  diiagreement  between  the 
two  Houasa,  and  regret  that  it  baa  not  been  in  their 
power.  10  compromiaB  the  diiaKTeemenl.  They  submit 
to  the  Senate  certain  propoaJtiona  made  by  them  to  tbe 
coufereei  from  the  other  House,  aa  evidence  of  their 
earnest  dealro  to  hare  accomtuodated  all  dilTerancea, 
and  a  justification  of  their  conduct  to  the  natisn  ;  the; 
aubjoin  Ihe  letter  from  the  luperiatendent  of  the  navy 
yard.'ii^  the  absence  of  the  Secreuty  of  the  Navy,  that 
the  atata  of  the  rdgatea  might  me  fully  kpown.  They 
are  compellod  to  say,  the^  found  no  diipoaitiqn  on  the 
part  of  the  other  conferees  to  depart  in  tbe  least  respect 
from  the  bill  iia  pisied  b^  Ihe  Houae  nf  liepmcntatiTes, 
or  ID  any  manner  to  wish  eey  accommodation,  ahait 
of  the  Senate  receding,  in  every  instance,  from  their 
amendmonta.  They  therefore  unutimously  recom- 
mend to  the  Senate  to  adhere  to  their  amendments. 
PrcfotiHoiu,  luiik  [he subjoined  klter,  eommumeaitd 

to  lilt  confereet  on  Ike  part  of  the  House  ef  Repre- 


"The  conferees  tnm  the  Senate,  on  the  disagree- 
ment between  tbe  two  Hoaeei,  in  relation  lo  theameiul- 
menta  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  authoriiing  the  appointment  of  an  additional  num- 
ber of  navy  officen,  seamen,  and  marines,"  being  ain- 
oerely  deiiiouB  to  acconunodat*  ail  diSei«nc«e  betwean 
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tbB  two  Hmuw,  do  propoM  U>  the  eont«re««  fram  tb< 
fiowe  of  RciffneiiUtI*«,  >  middle  conrH,  whick  will 
impose  Itttte,  if  *dJ,  *ddilionsl  buHeai  on  the  DAtion ; 
Ihc  four  big»Ua  being  at  prewnt  in  a  itaM  of  repair, 
M  thej  >ie  iafoimed,  c«d  *«;  eoon  be  equipped  for 
ti:tn>l  acTTica ;  ihej  prwame,  £rom  the  knofin  bberal- 
ilfaad  apirit  of  accommodation,  wbichhaa  M>  uniibtmlj 
msked  the  proceedingj  of  boLh  Hpuaes  of  Conpeaa, 
th«i  ilwy  will  readilj  conov  therein,  to  wil : 

>-To  anend  the  fint  ameadment  made  bj  the  Scn- 
MCW  laed  a»  foDoira; 

"Tbal,  IB  addition  U  the  frigatea  now  MQplojad  in 
■ctaal  afxice,  tbos  be  Gifed  onl,  afGeared,  and  man- 
nad,  aa  awn  as  inaj  be,  ike  four  lUtoHing  frigates,  (o 
wit:  ibe  United  Stataa,  £aiex,  John  Adanu,  ud  Pre-. 
kdcDt ;  and,  iMueove^  the  PreaidenI  of  tha  United 
Siatsa  ia  benbf  BUtboriicd  and  empowered  to  equip, 
».n,  aoi]  employ,  in  actual  aerrice,  ao  manj  of  the 
othei  pablic  armed  (eaaeU  now  laid  up  in  ordioarj, 
a^  gonboalB,  aa,  io  hia  judgmant,' the  public  aerrice 
mjieqniie;  andto  eaHBClbe  frlgateaandMheraimed 
nmdm,  wbea  prepared  for'aetual  amicB,  ra^ectiietr, 
10  be  antioned  at  Bu«h  porta  and  places  an  the  (eaooaat 
aa  he  iiiaij  deem  moat  eipediCDt,  or  lo  craiae  on  anj 
fart  eC'  the  coaat  af  the  United  Stales  or  Teiritoriw 
Ihwao^  and" 

And  BO  modify  tha  aeeond  amendmant  of  tba  Sen- 
ale,  that,  in  lieu  of  the  woriU  "  three  hundred,  and  fif- 
ty," inaeit  only  "  three  hundred." 

And  BO  modify  the  third  amendoieDt  of  the  Senate, 
that,  in  iirn  of  '-(bur  thousand  four  hundred  and  torly- 
eevcn  "  insert  the  words,  "  three  thounnd  six  hun- 
d,»I."  ,    , 

And  to  rBcmnnend  t«  the  Senate,  to  T«esde  from 
their  two  I^  Bmendmenta  mads  to  the  second  aectian 
ofthebilL 

And  to  amend  the  title  to  read, 

■•  AdbeI  Botboniing  the  ampk^laeDt  of  an  addition- 
al naTil  force." 

Sobjmneii  is  a  leUer  from  Captain  Tingay,  supann- 
teadeal  of  tba  naty  yard,  showing  th£  itai^  of  the 
fiigsMc- 

HiTT  TiBD,  WilHlHOTO*, 

.^mvary  30,  tS09. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  lo  alite,  in  reply  to  your  n< 
of  this  morning,  that  the  frigBlei  United  8ute«,  Ebsi 
■ndJohn  Adams,  aio-now  in  sa  good  order  in  th. 
haOiu  on  the  day  they  were  launched,  and  can 
riggri  in  a  few  wceki  if  lo  ordered,  and  Bullable  ap- 


The  frigates  "Uongreas  and  AduniB"  might  also 
proceed  lo  a  station  in  the  mouths  of  any  of  our  bsya 
«  hijboia,  but  I  do  not  consider  tbsir  hulli  in  a  silUB- 
aliaii  fit  lo  bear  the  aea  in  heavy  weather. 

The  frigates  Con»teilalion  and  New  York.I  considei 
IS  nnfil  to  proceed  from  this  yard,  until  they  shall  h»»i! 
had  a  ttioroogh  repair,  and  the  reroainiog  lrig*te,  the 
Pnsklent,  is  now  progxessiog  under  a  thorough  repair, 
and  may,  I  presume,  be  ready  for  >ea  in  May  neit, 
with  ihe  number  of  carpenters,  now  employed  here. 

\  ha*e  the  honor  lo  be,  lery  respectfully,  sir,  your 

•'"*™""""-  THOMAS -nKQEY. 

H«a.  Srarnin  R.  Bb*iil>t- 

Ordmtt,  Tbai  the  repori  lie  ftir  coniideratbi 
aad  (bai  ii  be  prhited  for  ihe  use  of  the  Senate. 

And  oa  motion,  ihe  Senate  adjoamed  until  l< 
morrow. 


Tdesdat,  January  24. 
Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  WH 
iferied  the  bill, entitled  "An  aci  Tor  dJTidrng  the 
idianaTerritoiy  inlo  twoseparale  gorernnteals," 
ported  the  bill  witbauta^neDdmeat. 
Oa  moiiOB,  by  Mr.  White,  on  behalf  of  ibe 
commillee  to  nbam  was  referred  ibercport  of  ibv 
BtcretBry  of  the  .Treuury  on  roads  and  canals,  it 
wa?  ordered  that  the  meraOrial  and  petition  of  thtt 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Caoai  Company,  be  primed  for  ibeuse 
of  bolb  Houses  of  Congresa. 

Mr.  TirpiH,  from  ibe  committee,  reported  ibe 
bill  making  appfopriaiious  lo  complete  the  forti- 
fications commenced  for  ihesecunlT  of  Ihe  sea- 
port towns  and  harbors  of  the  United  8u*es,  and 
to  defray  the  expense  of  deepening  and  extending 
'  e  rirer  MiissUsippi   the  cansl  of  Carondelet, 
«tlf  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  lime,  and  passed. 
Mr.  TipriN,  from  the  committee^  teponed  the 
II  supplementary  lo  the  act,  eaiilled  ''An  act  to 
nend  the  act,  eniitled  'An  act  eelablitbing  cir- 
LJt  courts  and  abridgitig  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
strict  court;  of  the  disiricts  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
_ 's$ee,  and  Ohio,"  correctly  engrossed ;  and  tbe 
bill  waa  read  tbe  third  fime,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  eniiiled  '-Ao  act  fur  the  relief  of  Ed- 
mund Beamoai,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 

Tbe  Senate  returned,  as  in  Committee  of  ibe 
Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  making 
paymeaiB  for  public  ianda  of  th«>United  States} 
■  □d  the  funhereonnideratioDof  the  bill  was  pott- 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideraiioa  of  tba 
report  of  the  iDBnsger*,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing  rotes  of  tbe 
two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entiired  "  An  act  aulbor- 
izitig  lite  appointment  and  employment  of  an  ad' 
ditional  number  of  navy  officers,  seamen,  lod 
marines,"  in  the  words  following: 

"  That  they  Jibto  met  the  conferees,  on  the  part  of 
tha  House  of  Repreaentatiies,  and  have  had  atraeeon- 
ferenca  on  tha  anbject  of  the  disagreement  between  tha 
two  Bousaa,  and  regret  that  il  has  not  been  in  their 
power  to  eompramise  the  diaagreemenL 

"  fley  Bubmit  to  the  Senate  certain  proposHlona 
made  by  them  to  the  conferees  from  die  other  Uouae, 
as  eridenee  of  their  eameBt  desire  to  haTO  aceommo- 
dated  all  difierences,  and  a  juBlificstion  of  their  con- 
duct to  the  nation;  they  subjoined  the  letter  Irom  the 
superintandent  of  the  navy  yard,  in  the  abaence  of  Iha 
Seeretaiy  of  the  Navt  thai  the  ttsts  of  the  fr^ataa 
might  be  fully  known. 

■*  They  are  compelled  to  ssy,  they  fbnnd  no  disposi- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  other  conferees,  to  depart  in  th* 
taut  respect  from  Ihe  bill  as  paued  by  the  House  of 
Represenlativea,  or  in  any  manner  to  wish  any  accom- 
modation  short  of  the  BenaU  receding,  in  every  in- 
stance, ttem  thsir  amendments.  They  thereftre  unan- 
imonsly  recommend  lo  the  Senate  to  adhere  lo  tbdr 
atnendmenU." 

iOn  motion,  lo  adhere  to  their  amendments  to 
Ihe  bill,  tigr«eably  to  the  report  of  tbe  oonfereca, 
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ilwajdeiermiDed  tnibeiflGTOiatiTe— yeas23,iia]rs 
10.  as  follows : 

Ybii — Meora.  Bkjard,  Bradley,  Oile*,  Gltmaa, 
Goodrich,  Gr^gs,  Hillhouw,  Utnttsnd,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Mathewion.  Meig«,  Mille^e,  Mitchill,  Moore,  Parker, 
Pickering,  Reed,  Robuuoa,  Smith  oflMtrylnDd,  Smith 
of  Kew  Yoit,  Btniih  of  Term  usee,  and  Wtite. 

NiTi— MiMnv.  Gondii,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Oail- 
Uid,  KitcLel,   Pope,  Sumter,   Thnuton,   Tiffin,  and 

A  message  from  the  House  ofRcpreaeDtatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  paMed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  meetmg  of  Congress,"  in  which  ihejr  re- 
quest the  concurrfDce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  readingr 

POREIGH  INTERCOURSE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
pBESiDENT  or  TBE  UniTEn  Statbs  : 
7b  ttu  Seaalt  of  the  United  State*  .- 

According  to  the  reaolntion  of  tl|e  Senate,  of  du  ITth 
instant,  I  now  transmit  them  the  infermation-  therein 
Mqnntsd,  respecting  the  execotion  of  (be  act  of  Cod- 
(Tca  of  Febmsr?  34,  1808,  ■pprojiriHting  two  millioui 
of  doHais  for  de&ajing  anj  eittaordiaary  eipenaM  at- 
tending the  intetcoune  between  the  United  Slalea  and 
foreign  nations. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jakd^ki  M,  1809. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  two-Houses  of  Gongresi. 

The  documeou  are  as  follow : 

In  compliance  with  the  rcaolntioa  of  the  Beoste,  so 
tu  SI  the  saiAe  is  not  complied  with  by  the  report  of 
the  Seoetary  of  the  Tieasary  of  the  20ch  instant,  the 
Secretary  of  Btate  leipectrully  rBporti,  that  neither  the 
whole  nor  any  portion  of  the  two  milltona  of  doilan 
aj^t^piiated  by  the  act  of  Coagressof  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 180S,  "  for  defraying  any  eitnordinarj  eipensFi 
attending  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  niliena,"  was  STer  anthorixed  or  intended 
to  ba  Applied  to  the  use  of  either  France,  Holland,  or 
any  country  other  than  Spain  ;  norothemtae  to  be  ap- 
plied to  Spain  than  by  treaty  with  the  Government 
theMoT,  ancl  evelasivolj  in  considsration  of  a  cession 
and  dolivery  to  ths  Unitacl  States  of  the  territory  bald 
by  Spain,  eastward  of  th«  rirar  Missiasippi, 

AU  wbieh  ia  reapectioUy  sabmitted. 


In  compliance  with  the  resolnlion  of  the  Senate  of  the 
17th  instant,  the  Sbcretaiy  of  the  Treaanrj  raspeet- 
(ully  reports ; 

That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Sutea  did,  by  vir- 
tasortheaotoftbeSlat  of  February,  1806,  aalhorixs 
the  Secreiar;  of  tbe  Treasury  to  place  two  millions  of 
doUara  at  the  joint  diiposal  of  John  Armitrang  and 
James  Bowdoin,  Commiaaionen  for  lettling  all  mat' 
ters  ofdifierence  between  the  United  States  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ol  Spain,  and  in  caae  of  the  death  of  one  of 
them,  at  the  diapossl  of  the  aurtivor,  to  be  jtontJy  ap- 

SUed,  by  the  said  John  Armatrong  and  James  Bow- 
ain,  or  in  case  of  the  death  of  one  of  thsm,  bj  &e 
sttTfiTor,  to  such  pqrposcsi  as  tie,  the  said  President,. 


ahoold  think  proper  to  dfaect  in  his 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  did,  accordingly, 
on  the  IBthdayof  March,  lB06,anlhoriiethe  asid  John 
Armsbong  and  James  Bowdaia,  to  draw  billa  of  ci- 
cbangefor  the  said  two  milhonsof  dollsTB,in  the  man- 
ner following,  fix  ;  on  the  bsnkbn  of  the  United  States 
at  Amateidam  for  ono  milliap  of  doltan,  and  sn  ths 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statea   for   one   million  of 

That  the  bankers  of  the  United  Statea  at  Amster- 
dam were,  at  the  same  lime,  aothoriied  to  pay  the 
bills,  which  might  ba  tl^os  drawn  on  them,  ont  of  ths 
Ainds  in  their  hands  on  aomunt  nf  the  foreign  debt, 
for  whi^  puipose  remittances  Uf  that  atootint,  and 
which  wwa  not  aecaaaary  for  tbe  cayioent  of  that  AM 
till  the  year  180T,  weni  purchased  and  tianalnitted  to 
them,  between  tbe  13th  day  of  Pelnruahr  and  the  18th 
day  of  March  1806. 

That  this  transaction  was  oBlcially  eonnnnnicalcd 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  to  Oongreaa  at  their 
neit  ssaslon,  in  his  annual  report  on  Snaneaa,  of  6th 
December  1806,  and  in  the  following  words — "It  is 
here  proper  testate,  that,  nnder  the  authority  gi*ea  by 
that  act,  a  credit  of  one  million  of  doHara  faai  been 
opened  in  Holland  to  the  Miniatersof  tbe  United  States 
appoiatad  to  treat  with  Spain.  Should  the  credit  ha 
used,  the  million  will  be  charged  to  the  proper  appn»- 
priation;  but,  although  tbe  balance  chargeable  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  jeer  IS07,.will  in  that  case  be  only 
one,  instasd  of  two  milliona,  as  stated  in  the  abOTB  ee- 
timale,  tbe  general  result  will  be  tbe  aame ;  as  it  will 
then  be  necciaary  to  replace  in  Holland  the  millieB 
thus  emjdoyed  for  a  difletent  objeet  than  the  payment 
of  the  foreign  debt,  to  which  it  now  atanda  charged." 

That  DO  specie  Was  sent  to  any  country  whsterer, 
nor  any  other  f omittances '  made,  nor  any  other  meas- 
ures, thsn  those  above  stated,  tskea  by  this  denattmeo^ 
far  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  tbe  abose- 
menHoned  act. 

That  John  Armstrong  and  JsmesBswdoia  have  no^ 
jointly  or  separately,  drawn  either  on  Hollsnd  or  on 
the  TresxQcy,  or  in  any  other  manner,  for  any  part 
whatever  of  the  auin  which  bad  been  Ihua  placed  at 
'  their  disposal :  and  that  all  the  remittances  which  had, 
with  a  riew  to  that  object,  been  made  to  the  banken  at 
Amsterdam,  sooner  than  was  necessary  lot  the  pay- 
ment of  the  foreign  debt,  have  by  them  been  exclu- 
sively applied,  in  the  course  of  the  year  IBOT,  to  tbe 
payment  of  that  debt 

That  the  authority  whitih  had  been  fpimi  to  John 
Armatrong  and  Jamea  Bowdoin  to  draw  for  that  mon- 
ey, or  any  part  thereof,  ceased  with  the  return  of  the 
last  mentioned  gentleman  to  the  United  Slates. 

And  that  no  part  of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  the 
abovementioned  act,  of  the  I3th  February  1806,  has 
been,  or  can  hereafter  be  expended  :  the  appfopriation, 
untouched  snd  entire,  having  expired  on  the  Slat  day 
of  December  last,  snd  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
sutplui  fund,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
set,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  provision  for  tha 
support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,"  passed  March  3,  ITBS. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

TaBsaoBT  DnFABTVirr,  Jon.  SO,  iSOB. 
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ExpvMtt  of  Foreign  Itdercourte. 


Sbhatb. 


iag  the  inuroonTM  betwern  the  Unilad  Stalci  sad  iiir- 
eigo  aatioiu,"  pused  on  tbe  13lh  day  of  Februai; 
IdOC  and  of  wbich  the  annered  ia  an  ofBcial  esem- 
plificatian  : — I,  Thaai*4  Jeflinon,  Prendent  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*  of  America,  do  herobj  authnDEe  md  tm- 
power  Albert  Galiatis,  Secretary  of  the  Treainr;  of 
iIk  roiled  States,  to  take  all  proper  and  neceiairy  meaa- 
urea  in  placing  tbe  two  milliaiu  of  dollan  appropri- 
ated fay  the  act  aboTc  lecitcil,  at  Ihe  joint  diapoial  of 
John  Anustnuig  and  Jaraea  Bowdain,  Commiaiionen 


It  of  Spain,  and  in  caae  of  the  death  of  one 
of  tliem,  at  the  di^rasal  of  (he  lUnivoT — to  be  jointly 
ipplird  tiy  the  said  Jobn  Anagtroag  and  Jainea  Bow- 
doin — or,  ID  mae  of  the  death  irf  one  of  them,  by  Ae 
■atirot,  to  aoch  pnrposea  aa  1  nay  think  proper  tn  di- 
leet  in  my  inUmcliotiB  to  them :  and  for  ao  doing  thii 
■hafl  be  lua  -aofficient  warrant. 

In  leetinoDj  wbeteof  I  h*Te  canaed  (be  Mtrl  of  tbe 
rnilHi  States  to  be  hereunto  affiled.  '  j 

Gnea  tmdei  mjliand,  at  tbe  City  of  WaihingtoD, 
ihii  rightfnth  day  of  Marcb,  one  thoiuand  eight  baa- . 
iicdand  eix- 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

By  the  Preaident; 


JlKl 


ofS. 


Beitknown,  that  I,  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  of  tbe  United  States  for  the  tiiBe  being,  by  *ir- 
lae  of  tbe  irillun  comoiiaalon,  power,  or  irirrant  of  the 
President  of  the  UiMted  States,  haie  authorized  and  ent- 
poweieJ,  and  by  (hese  prcaenta  do  auAoiiie  and  em- 
power the  within  mentioned  John  Arattlrong  and  Jamec 
Bowdoia,  jointly,  or,  in  eaie  of  the  death  of  one  of  them, 
Ac  rarrivor,  I*  diawbiHa  of  exchange,  fhrthe  ttro  mii- 
bma  at  doUara  approphated  by  the  annexed  act  of 
CoDcnaa.  in  manner  ibilowiHgT  ni:  on  Wflhem  and 
Jan  Wilhnk.  14.  A.  J.  &  R.  Van  Supbotat,  bankera  of 
Ihc  Ilnitud  Stataa  at  Amsterdam,  tot  Inro  miUiona,  five 
handled  ikooaand  guilden,  current  money  of  Holland, 
tnjoi  at  par  to  one  milUon  of  dallara,  and  on  tbe  Treaa- 
Biy  of  the  United  Statea  for  one  million  of  doiian,  be- 
mglheraiULinderoftbeium  appropriated  aa  aforesaid-— 
tbe  biDs  fot  one  fourth  part  of  tbe  last  mentioned  mil- 
boa  la  be  made  payable  on  demand,  and  the  bilbi  for 
■he  remaining  three-foutlbs  theTeaf,  to  b^  drawn  at 
Ihifty,  nitj,  pod  ninety  days  after  sight 

Id  tetfiaioD j  whereof,  I  have  eansad  the  aeal  ^  the 
Truaaiy  to  be  aKied  to  these  presents,  and  lave  here- 
nntD  mbacribad  ray  band  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
Ibc  lU  day  of  March,  one  tbonaand  eight  bondred 


A»  i^  making  prrmuum  far  dtfraying  any  ixtfao^ 

Samy  cxpouf  atittalitig^  the  ivtercoune  belwttn 

lit  IMUtd  Stata  md  foreign  ntOloiu. 

Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hmae  of  'Repreaen- 

Mm*  o/"  the  Untied  State*  of  Ameriea,  \n  Gongretg 

amtmibd.  That  ■  aam  of  twi  milliona  of  dollan  be, 

•ad  tbe  same  iibeteby,  appropriated  torfarda  delraying 

any  eitnaidinaty  aipenie*  which  may  be  incurred,  in 

the  intcrcsuiae  between  ^e  United  Stat«i  and  foreign 

naliooa,  lo  be  paid  oni  of.  any  money  in  Ihe  Treasury 

not  otbaviae  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied  Under 

(be  diiMkin  of  tbe  Pi^i^ent  of  the  United  States, 

who  dull  canse  an  account  thereof  to  be  laid  before 

Casifn"  ta  soon  aa  may  lie. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe  Preu- 


dentof  the  United  Statea  be  and  he  (a  hereby  ai 
if  neceaaaiy,  to  borrow  the  said  aum,  or  any  part  thereof 
in  behalf  of  the  United  Suica,  at  a  rate  of  inlereat  not 
siceedmg  aii  per  cent  pci  annum,  redeemable  at  the 
ill  of  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  Stated.  And  it 
aheJl  be  lawful  for  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  to 
.end  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  same.. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  furlker  enacted.  That  ao  much 
IB  may  bo  necesaary  of  the  auiplna  of  the  dnlics  on 
Linpona  and  tonnage  beyond  the  permanent  apjwoprt 
ition,  heiBtofoie  charged  upon  them  by  law,  shall  be- 
and  hereby  is  pledged  and  apprapriated  fat  tbe  payment 
of  the  interest,  and  reimbursement  of  tbe  principal  of 
all  aucli  moaeya  as  may  be  borrowed  in  pursuance  of 
thia  act,  according  to  the  tenna  and  cooJilions  on  whidt 
the  loan  or  loans  may  be  effected. 

NATHANIEL  MACON, 
Speaker  of  the  Houte  of  Seprttentatmet. 

GEOKGE  CLfNTON. 
VietPrendeat  V.  S.  and  Pre^t  of  Senate. 
.4ppro>ed,  February  13lb  1B06. 

Ttt^  JEFFERSON. 

.  I,  James  MadiAm,  SBcretary  for  the  Department  of 
State  of  the  United  States  of  America,  berel^  certify, 
that  the  writing  wicbin  containOJ  is  a  true  copy  of  an 
act  of  the  Cungtssa  of  the  said  States,  passed  an  tlie 
I3th  day  of  Feliruary  last,  entitled  "  An  act  making 
pronsionfor  defraying  any  eilraordinaiy  eipenses  at- 
tending Ae  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  natioDS,"  the  said  copy  baling  been  compared 
witii  die  original  roll  remaining  in  the  oflke  of  the 
Department  of  State,  aforesaid. 

Witness  my  hand  aad'ollicial  seal,  at  tbe  City  of 
Washington^  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
ofonr  I.ord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eiji ;  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  said  States  the  thirtieth. 
■      _    JAMES  MADISON- 

Mixes  18,  1806. 
Having  been  directed  by  the.  Pres- 
ident of  tbe  United  Statea  to  place  at  yonr  disposal 
two  millions  of  dollars,  nnder  the  authority  vested  in 
him  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  nuking  promion  for 
defraying  any  eitraordinai^  eipcnaea  attending  Ihe 
interconne  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  na- 
tion s,"'fisBaed  an  ihe  thiile»nlh  of  February,  1606, 1 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  power  under  the  seal  of 
thia  office,  authorizing  you  to  draw  S,5OO,OO0  guilder* 
current  money  of  Holland,  and  equal  to  one  million 
of  dollaia,  on  the  bankers  of  tbe  United  States  at  Am- 
sterdam, end  tbe  other  milUoit  of  dollara  on  the  Sec- 
teUry  of  Ihe  Treasury  at  Washington.  An  ojien  let- 
ter to  the  said  bankera,  is  also  enclosed,  which  you  will 
be  pleased  to  transmit  to  them  only  in  case  you  may 
find  it  neoeB9«ry  to  draw  on  them  for  that  sum,  as  I 
have  not  thonght  it  proper  (o  give  them  any  provioas 
information  on  Ihe  subject,  and  hive  only  plaeed  snfB- 
cient  funds  in  their  bands  without  apprizing  them  of 
the  object.  It  will  therefbre  be  necesaary,  that  yim 
make  arrangemenla  with  them  respecting  the  manner 
in  which  you  will  draw  ;-  but  I  believe  they  will  be  aU« 
to  answer  your  diyfb  even  if  Ibey  ware  at  ten  dayi 
■ighl-  It  is  proper  tor  me  In  fdd  that  you  are  not  an- 
thoriied  to  draw  partially  on  that  fund,  nor  for  any 
other  object  than  ibal  pointed  out  to  you  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale..  And  it  will  be  necesaary  .that  you  should 
in^im  me  as  early  as  possible,  whether  you  will  draw 
onAmslscdsmornot;  as  the  extent  of  the  remiltancea 
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to  be  msds  b7  thi*  dtpatlamt  on  account  of  the  for- 
eign debt,  wiJI  depend  on  the  knowledge  of  (fast  fact 

In  reUlion  to  the  drafts  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  for  the  other  million  of  dolJara,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  obaerrc  that  they  most  not  be  at  ihorter  aighla 
than  :■  mcntionH]  in  the  power,  that  (hey  oiuit  be  ei- 
picsBcd  in  dollan,  and  tbit  Ihoy  niUBt  not  be  negotiated 
under  par.  Lettets  of  advice  muet  accompany  eTcry 
•et,  und  in  addition  thereto,  a  triplicate  of  all  the  bilh 
ahauld  »[  the  same  time  he  tranimitled. 

IliBTO  the  honor  lobe,  Tcspectttilty,  gentlemen, 'your 
obedient  aariant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Joh:i  AkaaTioBO  anil  Iaixi  Bowdoih,  Eaqra. 

TKEiaL-Bi  DniK-THKST,  Monk  18,  IBOS. 
GEnTLiHin :     In  my  three  letters  nf  the  lit  and 
13th  instant,  and  of  Ihie  day,  I  enclosed  lemittancea, 
amounting  altogether  to  Qrs.  8,697,660  1 1 ;  whirh  re- 

jntereat  of  loons  obtained  by  the  United  Stutca  in  Hol- 
land, but  lubject  nevenheleia  to  such  oilier  dispoaitions 
ai  I  might  think  proper  to  direct. 

r  haTH  now  the  honor  to  inform  you,  Ibst,  in  con- 
formj^  with  orders  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  havs  this  day  authorized  John  Arm- 
strong, Minister  Plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States 
,at  Paria,  and  James  Bowdun,  Minister  of  the  IiBited 
'StatM  at  Madrid,  (who  haie  bMn  appointed  Commis- 
•ioneis  Plenipotentiary  and  Eitraordinnry,  to  adjust 
•11  differences  bclween  llie  said  States  and  Governntent 
of  Spain,)  jninti;,  or  in  case  «f  the  death  of  one  of 
them,  the  sui*iTOr,  ta  draw  on  you  fiir  two  milUona  &*e 
hundred  thousand  guildsrn,  current  money  of  Uoltand. 
Yon  will,  therefore,  be  pleaaadto  boiior  their  joint,  or, 
in  case  of  daalb,  the  lurYiior's  drafts  on  you  to  that 
amount,  and  as  loon  aa  you  ahall  have  received  notice 
of  their  intention  thus  to  draw  is  give  me  immediate 
intimation,  in  order  that  I  may  have  time  to  replace 
the  funda  cocessary  u>  moot  the  demandi  payahle  at 
Anuterdam  in  1S07,  on  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  (he  loans  obtained  by  the  United  Stalel  in 
Holland. 

From  my  view  of  the  funds  heretofore  pladed  in  your 
hands,  I  presume  that  you  may  honor  the  drafts  of 
those  gentlemen  even  before  the  time  when  the  remit. 
tances  above-mentioned  shall  become  doe.  But,  in 
order  (o  prevent  any  inconvenience  or  disappointment, 
Meaera.  Armstrong  and  Bowdoin  have  been  requested 
to  write  to  you,  and  to  make  in  concert  the  neceaaarj 
arrangements  on  tliat  subject. 

I  have  the  honor,  (o  ha,  rcapeclfUlIy,  gentlemen,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Meaan.  Wilhem  &  J  an  Willink,  N.  dc  J.  ^  B.  Van 
Staphorat,.  merchants. 


WEDNEaDAV,  Januaryr  25. 

The  bill  entitled  "Ad  act  lo  alter  the  lime  for 
ibe  next  meeting  of  Congress."  wax  read  Ihe  sec- 
ond time,  and  ordered  ID  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  reiumed.  as  iit  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  emiiled  "An  net  for  dividing  the 
Indiana  Territory  into  two  separate  governments," 
and,  the  President  having  reported,  it  to  the 
House  without  ameDdment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  i^adiDg. 


Tbcrsdat,  January  26. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  tb«  committee  to  wbom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Obadiah  Brown  and 
Dtbere.BCOniDiillee  in  be  hall  of  the  BaptisI  Church 
in  the  City  of  Wishin^ton,  reported  a  bill  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  iDcprporntion  of  religious  societies  in 
the  Disirici  of  Columbia  ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  parsed  Co  the  second  reat'iug. 

The  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress,"  was  reed  tbe  third 
lioiej  and  parsed. 

■    pR.'DAY,  January  27, 

Mr.MiTcniLi..  rrom  tbe  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  appointad  to  direct  the 
expenditure  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
Library,  mad»  a  report ;  which  was  read,  sad 
ordered  to  lie  for  ciiniideratton. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  incorporation  of  re- 
lisious  societies  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was 
read  flie  second  lime. 

Mr.  'White,  from  the  committee  lo  wham  waa 
referred,  on  (be  2Sth  November  last,  tbe  report  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, lOKetherwilb  the  memorials  of  tbe  PresideDt 
and  Directors  of  tbe  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  Company,  reported  a  bill  authoriziBg  tbe 
sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  laoil 
to  tbe  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  and  Ohio-Canal 
Companies ;  and  (he  bill  was  tad,  and  pa>»d  to 
the  second  reading. 

Tiie  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  seeiMd  reading  of  tbe  bill  to  extertd 
the  time  for  Inalting  payments  for  the  pnblie 
lands  of  the  United  States  ;  aud  the  PaEaiOEirp 
havini;  reported  tbe  bill  to  the  House  amended, 
on  ihe'quesliua.  "Shall  this  bill  he  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined 
ia  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  dividing  tbe  In- 
diana Terrilory  tnio  two  separate  goveiaiuenta," 
was  resumed,  and,  on  motion,  the  furtber  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  tbe  House  of  Represcoiatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Huuse  have  passed 
Ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide. for  armioc, 
manning,  and  fitiingout  for  immediate  service,  nil 
the  public  ships  of  war,  vessels,  and  gunboats,  of 
Ihe  United  States,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
they  reqneiii  the  coocurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  'An  act  to  revive  and 
continue  for  a  further  time  the  authority  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Kaskaskia;"  aUo,  an  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  to  complete  the  forli6catiuDS 
commenced  for  the  security  of  the  seaport  towD> 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  to  defra^r 
the  expense  of  deepening,  and  eiiendinr  to  the 
rirer  Mississippi,  the  eanal  of  CaroodelGt;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  tbe  eoDcurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  la^t  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  tbe  House  of  Repres^niaiiTes  to  the  bill, 
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entit\«d  ''An'aetto  provide  for  arminK^maaiiin^, 
tDdGiMDgooiforimmedJaiesprrice,  ell  thepublie 
sbipiorwar.  ve!Spls,Bnd  gonboaw,  oflhe  UatleJ 


SU'e. 


Wher 


Haolved,  Tbai  the  Seasie  concur  iq  the  said 
amFodmenis. 

The  bill,  eatilled  "  Ati  act  to  revive.  a*id-C0Dii- 
Da«  for  a  farthpr  time;  the  authnrily  of  the  Com- 
missiooers  of  KasJCBakia."  was  read,  and  pasted  lo 
the  iiecond  readiog. 

The  foilowiog  motion'' wail  iubmitted  by  Mr. 
Batabd : 

Retaletd,  That  •  comtnittea  be  *ppointed  to  prepRTe 
and  bnng-  in  a  bill  miking  provision  far  the  lupport  or 
tuA  of  the  ludgei  of  the  (Jnited  Stafea  hi,  from  age, 
■duien,  at  iidnniij,  Bbsll  ti«  incapabla  of  diiohaigiD^ 
tkeduieaof  their  officei,  and  nho  shall  reaign  thasaiae. 

MoMDAV,  January  3D.  '    . 

Ttie  Vice  Pbebideht  hiviEig  retired,  the  Sen- 
ale  proceeded  lo  the  eteelioD  uf  a  Presidetit  pro 
tempore,  a»  the  C6nsii(aiion  provides ;  and  (be 
Hod.  John  Milledqe  was  appointed. 

Mr.  L.BIS  presented  the  memorial  oC  William 
Hall,  lurviviDg  parlner  of  Hall  &  Sellern,  and 
Robert  B.  SellerE,  adcfilBislratoron  the  estate  of 
WilliaiD  Sellers,  deceased,  slating  tbe  services 
rendered  by  HalLdt  fellers,  Printers  to  Congress 
doria^  tbe  Revoluiienary  w»r,  in  -prioiing  bills  of 
credit,  certiSc«ieB,&c,,and  praying  to ba  allowed 
acDDsideiablebahneewhiehremainsdue  to  them; 
Bad  ibe  memorial  was  read. 

The  PaBeinENT  commniiicBted  tbe 'report  of 
the  PostiDaster  O^Deral,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
Kiaft)ie21sl  April.  1806, concerning  public  con- 
tiaela;  together  with  Ms  ivport  on  unproductive 
rontes,  parsuaat  to  tbe  ibiriietb  seccion  of  the  act 
ti>»uUisb  the  Post  OI&ce;-aiid  the  repoiis  were 
read,  and  ordered  lolie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Tiffin,  from  (he  comntiiiee,  reporietl  a  bill 
to  extend  ibc  lime  for  raakiiig  payments  for  tbe 
poblic  iands  of. the  United  States  correctly  en- 
gTMsed;  aod  the  biDwas  read  tbe  third  time  nod 

The  bill,  cDlitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
lioos  lo  coiapleiB  the  foriiGcations  coinin^nced 
for  tbesecDTity  of  thes'eaporl  towns  aod  harbors 
of  ibe  United  8tBies,aiid  to  defray  the  expense  of 
deepeaiiig,  and  extending  to  tbe  river  MissUaippi, 
the  eaoal  of  Carondejei,"  was  r«ad  the  secooil 
time,  and  the  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poDcd  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  bill,  t-ntiiled  "  An  act  to  revive,  and  eon- 
linoefor  a  further  time^tbe  authority  of  the  Cum- 
minionera  of  Kaskaskin,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  Tcferred  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  Pop£, 
and  TBBCBTon,  to  consider  and  report  ihereoo. 

Mr.  MiTcaiLi^  from  the  eommillee  lo  whom 
was  referred  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  White  and  others,"  reporied  the 
bill  witboat  amendfiMDl  1  also,  a  siaiementuf  facts 
oa  the  snbjecI-matKr  thereof;  which  was  read 
for  coDsitleration. 

Mr.  TflBHSToif  gave  notice  that  be  Siboutd  ib- 
motrow  ask  leava.  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  so 


much  of  an  act  or  acts  as  authorizes  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  lo  make  compen^Biiunio  their 
officers  for  unenumeraied  services  out  of  the  pub- 
lie  Treasury;  also,  a  bill  fiiiog  the  allawance  to 
be  made  to  private  physicians  and  surgeons  em- 
ployed in  the  publicservice. 

The  following  Me^ge  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidemt  of  tbe  United  States; 
To  the  SauUe  and  Houie  of     -  ■ 

R^etentativei  of  tM  United  Slala; 

I  transmit  Xo  Congress  a  letter  recently  lacaived  from 
our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  covering  one  to 
bim  from  the  British-Secretary  of  State,  with  his  lepty. 
These  ire  eommunicated  ss-  forming  a  sequel  to  tha 
ipondence   vrhtch   accompanied   mj  Message  to 


TH.  JEFFERSON. 


both  Houses,  of  Ihri  ITth  in 

JtHttABi  30, 1809. 

Tbe  Me^a^e  and  papers  were  read,  and  one 
ihousaitd  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate.' 

Tbe  hill  authorizing  ihesaleandgrant  of  a  cer- 
tain quaolity  of  poblic  land  lo  ibe  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  and  Ohio  Canal  Companies,  was 
read,  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com* 
raiiteeofthe  'Vrholejant!  on  rnoiion,  by  Mr,  Lloyd 
to  amend  the  bill,  it  was  agreed  that  ll;e  further 
consideration  ihereof,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment, be  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  for  dividing  the  In- 
diana Territory  into  two  separate  governments" 
was  read  the  third  lime,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  postponed  until  to-moriuw. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tba 
motion  tnade  the  2Tih  instant,  and 

Resolved,'  That  a  committee  be  appointed  t* 
prepate  and  bring  in  a  bill  making  provision  for 
the  support  of  such  of  the  Judges  of  tbe  United 
States  as,  from  age,  sickness,  or  icErmity,  shall  be 
unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  tbeir  offices,. and 
who  shall  resign  ihe  same;  and  Messrs.  Bayadd, 
Cbawpord,  and  BnAntEr,  were  appointed  the 


TuEflDAT,  January  31. 

Mr.  Grboq  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Prei- 
sident.  Managers,  and  Company,  of  (he  Philadel- 
phia, Brandywine,  and  New  London  Turnpike 
Road,  praying  the  assistance  and  suppnrt  of  Con- 
gress ill  their  undertaking,  fur  reasons  mentioned 
in  ibeir  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
lo  lie  for  consideration, 

Mr.  Qaillaro  presented  tbe  memorial  of  the 
officers  of  the  Amertcau  Revolutionary  army  re- 
siding in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  10 
be  allowed  remuneration  for  their  losses  in  conse- 
quence of  receiving  commulaii^n  in  lieu  of  half- 
pay  for  life ;  and  ths  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred loMessis.QB  ego,  Mitc  hill,  and  Cbawfobd, 
the  committee  lo  whom  were  referred, on  IhelSlh 
December  last,  similar  memorials,  to  consider  .and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  TaBoeTOM  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts 
Bsaulhomes  Ihe  coutis  of  tbe  United  Slates  to 
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make  compenMiioa  to  tbeit  officers  for  unean- 
meroted  services  out  of  the  public  Treasury;  and 
tl)e  bill  was  read,  and  ordtfred  to  the  secbod 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ibe  bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, entitled  ''An  act  makiug -appropria- 
tions to  complete  the  fortificationH  oummenced  for 
tbesi       •■    -  -  


T  Mississippi, 


the  1 

deepeninx,  a' 

the  canal  of  ijHiuiiueiti.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bkadley,  it  was  ordered  [bat 
the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be  postponed 
UDtil  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Comiaiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  profide  for  tjtie  in  corpora  lion  of 
retigiouH  societies  ia  the  District  of  Columbia  ; 
and  ibe  Phssident  having  reported  the  bill  tct  the 
Housewithout  amendment,  on  the  question,  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed  aod  read  a  third  time  1  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 
-  The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading^  of  the 
bill,  enritled  "An  act  for  dividing  the  Indiana 
Territory  into  two  separate  governments  ;  anil  it 
was  resolved  (hat  this  bill  pass. 

Mi.  Baiabd,  from  the  cnmioJitee  to  whom  the 
■abject  was  reierrej,  reported  a  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  Judges  of  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases;  aud  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

WEDNesDAY,  February  1. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  io  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appro- 

Siriationstocotnplele  the  forliGcal Ions  commenced 
at  the  security  of  the  seaport  towns  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  defray  the  expense  of 
deepening,  and  extending  to  the  river  Mississippi, 
the  canal  of  Carondelet;  and  (he  PREeiOENT  hav- 
ing reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amended,  it  was 
ordered. to  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  Judges  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  noaman^menis  being  offered,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  .and  read  a 
ihird  timcl  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  tp 
authorize  thecourtsoftlu!  United  SlaleBtomake 
compensation  to  Ibeir  officers  for  i 
■eivices  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  wbi 
second  time,  and  referred  to  Mesan.  Ti 
Batabd,  and  ANDBaaDN,  to  eoiuider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam While  and  othera,''wasT«tamed,asin  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and,  after  debate,  the  Sen- 
ate adjouiQed. 

TRDRanAY,  February  2. 

The  credentials  of  Samuel  Wbite,  appointed 

a  Senator  by  (he  Legislature  of  the   State  of 

Delaware,  for  sjx  .years,  commeaciag  od  tba  ith 


of  March  D 


!  read,  aitd  ordered  to  lie 


Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Brent,  and  oiheis,  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Wasbia^lou,  praying  (hata  company 
may  be  incotporated  for  opening  a  canal  through 
the  ciiy,  for  feasons  mentioned  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Batard,  and  Wbiti,  to  consider  aod 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  BayaBu  ataled  that  he,  together  wjth  bis 
colleague,  were  instructed  on  the  sabjeot,  and 
submiited  the  following  leaolutiou,  vyhieh  was 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  Ibe  St«retary  of  War  bej-«> 
quifed  to  inquire  rtnd  report  to  the  Senate  wbe- 
luer  it  be  expedient  that  one  of.more  batteries  or 
fortifications  should  be  erected  at  or  near  Wil- 
mlnglon.  at  or  near  Newcastle,  at  or  near  Porl 
Penn,  and  at  or  near  Lewis,  in  the  State  of  Del- 
aware, for  the  protection  of  the  said  towns  and 
the  country  adjacent ;  and  in  case  hi  be  of  opin- 
ion that  it,  ^onld  be  expedient  to  erect  such  bat- 
lerieg  or  ibrti6cati0ns,  that  he  report  whether 
any,  aud  iKhat,  additional  a ppropria lions- will  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  TiFviM,  from  the  coioBHttee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  making 
appropriations  to  complete  tbefortificationaeom- 
meueed  for  the  security  of  the  aeapoil  to'wns  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  aa3  to  defray  ih« 
expense  of -deepening,  and  extending  lo4he  river 
Missssippi,  the  canal  of  Carondelet,"  correctly 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  the-third  time  as 
amended. 

Baolted,  That  this  bill  paf a  as  amended. 

Mr.  TiFTiH,  from  the  committed,  reporled  the 
bill  to  provide  for  the  incorporaiioa  of  veligious 
societies  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  correctly 
engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  waa  i^d  the  third  time, 

Mr.  Tbbdbton  asked  and  obtainad  .leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  fixing  (he  atlowaoFe  to  be  loade 
to  private  pfaysiciafls.  and  surgeons  employed  io 
the  public  service;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Th£  Senate  resumed,  as-.in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biliautboriziog  the  sale  and  grant  ot 
a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  DeJaware  and  Ohio  Canal  Compa- 
nies, and  the  molion  made  on  the  30th  of  Jana- 
ary  t()  amelMl  the  bill  was  withdrawn.  ' 

On  motion,  by  Ntr.  Llovd,  to  strike  out  ihe 
sixth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"Slc.  6.  And  be  it  furthtr ,cnacled,.Thm qata- 

tity  of  iaoi,  not  exceeding bcicb,  shsll  be  sold 

and  granted  to  the  Ohio  Canal  Company,  at  Ihe  rate, 
and  aubjoct  to  nil  the  rules,  regulations,  and  conditioDi 
of  the  grant  msJe  by  this  bill  to  the  (JbesspeBko  snd 
DeUware  Csna]  Company,  to  be  loCAtad  on  any  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the  Indiana  Toni- 
lorji  in  the  manner  prDvided  (br  Ihe  said  Chesapeake 
and  Delavrare  Canal  Company :" 

It  waa  determined  in  the  affirtsative — yeas  18, 
nayslljasfoUows:  , 
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Sehati. 


Ykab— Mean*.  Bndley,  Condlt/f^'ankliii.Gaiilud, 
GiUa,  Gilmui,  Ooodricb,  Gregg,  HillboDH,  BqwIbdcI, 
Eitchel,  I<cib,  Lloyd,  P«rker,  Ptckeriog,  Robliuon, 
Smith  of  New  Vork,  asd  Sumtei.' 

NiT» — Meuia.  Andeison,  Bay ud,  Crawford,  Meiga, 
Hillrdge,  Pope,  Smilh  of  Tenneuee,  Thiniton,  Tif- 
Sb.  Tnmcr,  aitd  White. 

And  tbe  bill  baring  been  fi^theT  amended,  the 
pKsideot  repOTlf  d  it  to  the  House  accordiDglv; 
•nd  DD  the  qiiFsiioti,  Shall  ibis  bill  be  engrossed- 
and  Ttad  a  third  time  as  amended?  )t  was  deter- 
mined ID  ihe  affinnaiirc. 

Ordered.  Tiat  the  bill,  enlilled  "An  act  for 
ibe  Teller  of  William  White,  and  others,"  be 
fortber  postponed. 

Fbid&y,  Febtoary  3. 

Tbe  bill  filing  the  allowance  to  be'made  to 
ptivale  ph^ticians  and  surgeona  employed  in  tbe 
pnUic  service,  was  read  ibe  second  lime,  and  re- 
lerred  to  Messrs.  TaRDeTON,  Le>b,  and  Cohdit, 
locoDsider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  TifFiH,  from  the  committee,  fetmrlBd. the 
bill  aDtharizinfi;  the  sale  ^nii  grant  ofa  certaiiT 
qoiDtiiy  of  pnolic  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  CompanJ',  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  filled  as  follows :  First,'  two  hundred  thou- 
nnd  acres;  second,  two  thousand  shares;  third, 
Toar  fanndred  thousand  dollBTs)  foutth,  seven 
years. 

Retotved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be ''Ad  act  atithorizingthe  sale  anderant 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  Capal  Company." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatiies 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  Houee  do  not  con- 
enr  in  the  amendineDes  of  the  Senate  to  the  bil^ 
eniiUed  "An  aet  making  appropriations  to  com- 
plete tlie  fortifications  .corameatied  for  the  secur^ 
ity  of  the  seaport  towns  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siateii,  aod  to  defray  the-  expense  of  deepen- 
iof  aail  exiendiDg' to  the  river  Mississippi  the 
eaoal  of  Ckrondelet." 

Ht.  ANi>BReoifj  from  tbe  «ommilte«  to  wliom 
wasieferrcd  tbe  bill,  eolitled "An  act  to  revive 
and  cDntinae,  for  a  further  time,  the  authority  of 
the  commissioners  of  Kaskaskia,"  reported  the 
biUviiliont  amendment,  and  the' coosidetatioa 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  toooosider  their  amend- 
iBenl  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro, 
pf iatiooa  to  complete  ihefottiGcBiionscommencett 
for  the  secnriiy  of  ihs  seaport  towns  and  harbors 
itf  the  n sited  States,  and  to  defray  the  expense 
of  deepentDg  and  extending  to 'the  river  Misiiii- 
lippi  ibe  canal  of  Qarondelel,"  disagreed  to  by 
the  Honse  of  RepreientatiTes ;  and'  it  was  agreed 
that  ibe  further  consideraiioQ  tliereof  be  post- 
Mr.  Pops  g«ve  notice  ibal.on  Monday  next  he 
should  move  for  leare  to  briiig  in  a  bill  authoTl- 
ziagthaMie  and  ^«b<  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
poMie  lud  10  tbe  Ohio  Cai^al  Company. 

Mr.  Anbebbon  gave  notice  that  he  sbenld, 


Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  toan- 

iborize  the  making  uf  a  turnpike  road  from  Ma- 
m'.s  causeway  id  Alexandria. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  foUow- 
ig  moiioD.  which  was  read  and  agreed  lo : 

TUtohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  joia 
ich.conmlltee  as  ms;  be  appointed  by  the  House  of 
R^resentatiTss,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  moie  of  ex- 
amining thto  votes  for  President  an  J  Vice  Piesideot,  and 
of  notifying  the  persona  elected  of  their  election  ;  and 
fot  regulating  Ihe  time,  place,  and  manner,  of  admin- 
istering  the  oath  of  office  to  the  President.    ' 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Oaill4Ro,  be  the  committee  on  tbe  part  of 
tbe  Senate. 

HoiinAT,  February  6. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  Ihe  commitle* 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Br^nt  and  others,  by  permiasion,  reported  a  bill  to 
incorporaie  a  company  for  DpeDinsacaonl  in  the 
City  of  Washington  ;.  and  tbe  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Amoerso;<  obTalned  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  aniborjze  the  making  of  a  turnpike  road 
from  Mason's  causeway  to  Alexandria  j  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  their 
amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  io  complete  tbe  fbrtifications  com- 
menced for  the  security  of  the  seaport  towns  and 
^a^bo^B  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  defray  the 
ixpense  of  deepening  and  extending  to  the  liver 
iliasissippi'the  canal  of  Carondelet ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  MiTCBiLL, 

Jtesoived.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  their 

id  amendment. 

TheFftBBinENT  communicaled  the  report  of 
tbe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  slating 
that  the  measures  which  have  beeil  aulborized  bv 
the  Boardi  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the  5iu 
of  February,  1808,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  rhe  repdrt  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
tbe  third  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  tbe 
Blatemenls  therein  referred  lo,  which  are  there- 
with transmitted  and.  prayed  to  he  received  as 
part  of  their  report.  And  the  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  contin- 
ue for  a  further  time  the  authority  of  Ihe  Com- 
missioners of  Easkaskia,"  was  resumed  aa  in 
Commitl^e  of  the  Whole;  and  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  further  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representntives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hbuse  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  ascertain  atiQ  report'a 
mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President,  and  of  notifying  the  persona 
elected  of  their  election  ;  and  for  regulating  tbe 
time,  alace,  and  manner,  of  administering  the 
oath  or  office  to  tbe  President,  and  have  appoint- 
ed a  coiiinriltee-on  their  part. 
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Tuesday,  February  7. 

The  bill  ID  auihorize  the  malciDf  ofa  (uropike 
road  riom  Mikoq's  causeway  to  Alaiandria  «raa 
read  the  s^cnnd  timf,  anil  referred  to  Messm. 
ANDERaoN,  Frahelih,  and  Suitu  of  Marylaad, 
to  cODsider  and  report  ihercon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Irom  the  joint  com- 
millee  appoioied  lo  asc«r[ain  and  report  a  mode 
of  esamiiiin^  the  voles  for  PreMdeni  and  Vice 
President,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of 
(heir  eleclioo,  and  fur  regulating  the  IJme.place, 
and  maDQer,  of  administering  the  oalh  of  office 
Co  ihe  Presideot,  repoiled  in  part  the  following 
teaolutioD  j'  which  was  read  and  agreed  lo : 

Saolved,  That  tbe  two  Hotuia  thall  auemble  in 
Ihe  Chamber  of  tho  Bouse  of  Bepreientalivea,  oa 
Wedneaday  next,  at  13  o'clock ;  that  one  penon  bs 
ai^inted  a  teller  on  the  port  of  the  Bentt«,  lo  make  a 
liat  of  the  vote*  ai  the;  ahall  be  declaied^  that  the  le- 
■ult  ^alt  be  delirweil  Co  the  FreaidenI  of  the  Senate, 
who  ihall  announce  the  atita  of  theTote,  and  Che  per- 
■ona  elected,  to  the  two  Houaea  aueoibled  u  afbieiaiJ ; 
which  ahall  be  deemed  a  dsdaration  of  the  peraoua 
elected  President  and  Vice  Pmident,  and,  togeUier 
with  a  liaC  of  the  Totea,  to  be  entered  on  the  Journala 
of  the  two  HDu>e>. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bhith,  of  Maryland,  be 
appoinied  leller  on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate,  agree- 
ably to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

A  message  frdm  the  House  of  Repreaentati»es 
brought  to  tbe  Seaale"tlie  sereral  memorials 
from  sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of  Matsachu- 
aetts,  retnonslrating  against  the  mode  in  which 
tbe  appointment  of  Electors  for  President  and 
Vice  President  has  been  proceeded  to  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreseniaiiTes  of 
aaid  Slate,  aa  irregular  and  Uaeoostiiuiional,  apd 
praying  for  the  interference  of  tlie  Senate  and 
House  uf  Represeutalives  of  the  United  Statu, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  .the  ealablishment 
of  so  dangerous  a  precedent." 

The  message  last  mentioned,  referring  to  the 
memorials  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  Stale  of 
Massac  huaett  a.  was  r^ad.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  message  and  memorials  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  restimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '-An  act  to  revive,  and 
continue  for  a  further  lime,  the  authority  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Kaskaskia,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  a  compajif  for  opening 
a  canal  in  the  City  of  Washington  was  resumed 
OS  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amend- 
ment havioe  been  proposed,  on  the  qi 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
it  WAS  determined  in  the  affirmative 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepi 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  lo  the 
report  of  the  joint  commiliee  "  appointed _to  as- 
certain  and  reports  mode  of  eiamining  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  of  notify- 
ing the  persons  elected  of  their  election,  and  to 
regulate  the  time,  place,  and  joatiner,  of  admia- 


.  third  ii 


isteriog  Ihe  oath  of  office  I 
have  appointed  Meura.  Nioi 
tellera  on  their  part.  ' 

WEDNEan*y,  February  8, 

The  Pbesidekt  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  Joshua  Clark,  ao  Americao  seaman,  alating 
that  he  was  imprisoned  at  Bordeaux,  and  other' 
wi^e  experienced  great  suSerings,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  American  Consul  at  that  place, 
and  praying  redress;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repre»en(alives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houae  is  now  ready 
CO  attend  the  Senate  in  opening  the  certificate 
and  counting  the  votes  of  ^the  Bleccors  of  the 
several  States  in  the  choice  of  a  President  and 
Vice  President  of  tbe  United  Staces,  in  pursu- 
ance of  iht  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  of  tbe  sereoih  instant;  and  .tliat  the 
President  of  the  Senate  will  be  introduced  to  the 
Speaker's  Chair  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Repre^enlBtives. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  agreeably  lo  the 
joint  recolulion, assembled  in  the  Represenialivei' 
Chamber,  and  the  cerlificaies  of  the  Elecion  for 
the  several  States  were,  by  the  Presideut  of  the 
Senate,  opened  and  delivered  lo  the  tellers  ap- 
pointed for  thepurpose,  who.  having  examined 
and  ascenairLed  the  number  of  voles,  presented  a 
lisc  thereof  to  tbe  President  of  the  Senate,  which 
was  read,  as  follow*: 


For  President. 

For  Vice  President. 
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!*  being  175,  of  vliieh 
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Whereupon,  the  PreitdenC  of  the  Senate  de- 
clared JiHES  Madison  elected  Fresideot  of  iht; 
Vnilti  Siaies  for  four  years,  commenctng  niih 
the  fourth  day  of  March  oezt ;  and  OsOBOB 
CLmran  Vice  Presi Jem  ofihe  Uaiieil  Slates  foi 
four  years,  conmieDciDg  with  the  fourth  day  of. 
Match  next.  ■   • 

The  votes  of  the  Blectara  were  ibeo  delivered 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate ;  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  separated  ;  aad  the  Senate  teiarbed 
to  their  own  Chamber.  ^  ■ 

On  motian.  by  Mr.  Suith  of  Maryland, 

Bmoleed,  That  the  Presidem  of  the  Unitei) 
States  be  requeiled  to  causeto  b^'dclivered  to 
JanBB  Madison,  Esq.  of  Virginia,  now  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  Slates,  a  notificalioo  of  hii 
election  to  the  cf&ce  of  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  be  I  ran  sit)!  tied  to  QeoboeCuntoh, 
Bjq.  of  New  York,  Vice' President  elect -of  the 
United  States,  nolificaliun  of  his  election  to  that 
office]  aod  that  the  President  of  the  SeiMite  dii, 
make  out  ani  sigo  a  certificate  in  the  words  fol- 
lowiog,  viz: 

Beit  hutan,  That  the  Bcnate  and  HouseofRepre- 
nnlatiTes  of  ibe  United  Stmtci  of  Aoleriea,  being  cen- 
Teaed  ml  the  City  of  Waihington,  on  the  aecond  Wed- 
Beadaj  in  Fet^ary,  in  the  year  of  our  Loid  oaa 
thoaaand . eight  hundred  anil.nine,  the  unilerprritteQ, 
PreMdent  of  the  Senile  ora  temjjore,  did,  in  pieaence 
of  the  said  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentstivee,  open 
an  the  nrtiSeatts  and  count  all  the  Totai  of  the  ^leo 
ton  Ibr  a  President  and  Vice  Prciident  of  the  United 
StalBB.  Whereupon,  it  up peanid  that  JiMia  MiDiioa, 
•f  Virginia,  bad  a  mijority  of  the  votn  of  the  Elector* 
u  PreddeDt,  and  Oaoaoa  Cliittoh,  of  New  York, 
beds  majority  of  the  TD  tea  of  the  Elector*  aaVico  Pre-. 
■deaL  By  mil  which  it  appears  that  Jitna*  Miniiox, 
»f  Vtrginia.  baa  been  duly  rlected  Preildeot,  and 
Gaaaea  Cliktoh  of  New  York,  has  boan  daly  elected 
Vioa  P^vddent  of  the  United  Sutea,  agreeably  to  the 
CaoBlitatioil. 

In  witness,  wbareetf,  I.haTe  berennto  aatmy.bandf 
and  caoscd  tbe  leal  of  the  Senate  to  be  affiiaij,  tbii 
day  ufPebtuvy,  1809.' 

Aad  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  dooause 
tbe  cenificale  afuresaTd  lo  be  laid  before  the  Pre- 
aitotof  the  United  Stales  with  this  resolution. 

Mr.  GiLEB  submitted  the  following'  rerolutiou; 

Saaluedy  That  the  leveial  laws  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  (faipa  and  tcbhIi  in  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the 
Dailed  Biatea,  be  repealed  on  thri  4th  day  of  March 
next  eiccpt  aa  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencisB.  and  that  pioTiaion  be  made  by  law  for 
piohibitkiK  all  commercial  inteicouraa  with  thoae  na- 
tawis  and  tbeir  dependencie*.  am!  the  importation  of 
any  aitide  into  the  Uniteil  States,  the  growth,  pro- 
dace,  or  nunolactare,  of  either  of  the  (aid  nationa,  or 
ol  die  daminiona  of  eidier  of  ihem. 

Mr.  GnE0  alao  subtnilted  the  following  mo' 

Raabtd,  That  provision  ought  to  be.  made  by  law 
fin-  interdicting  all  foreign  armed  ahips  from  the  waters 
of  tb«  United  States^ 

And  OB  molioo,  ibe  Senate  adjourned  uolil  to- 
morioir. 


Sen ATI. 


TflDBsnaT,  Febrnary  ft, 
The  President  iiomniBnicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  lo  the  orders  of 
the  Senate  of  February  S,  respecting  fortificatiojis 
in  the  State  of  Delaware  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lo  lie  fur  consideration. 

'The  Prebibent  commuDieated  a  letter  aigned 
Jame^  Sylfei.  Speaker  of  the  STenBle  nf  the  Slate 
of  Delaware,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  appoiot- 
ment  of  Sajsubl  White,  a  Senator  of  the  United 


Mr.  Tiffin,  from  ihe  comraittee,  reported  a  bill 
to  iucoriiorale  a  company  for  opening  the  caaal 
in  'he  Cily  of  Washinglon,  ooiteetly  engrossed. 

Mr.  AnnBHeoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill  10  aothorize  the  making  of 
a  turnpike  road  from  Mason's  catiseway  (o  Alex- 
andria, reported  an  amendment;  which  waa read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  con  si  deration. 


Fbidav,  February  IQ. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  from  the  oommiilee  to  whom 

waeraferred  i^e  petitionof  William flardy,  made 

report.    Whereupon, 

Renolved,  That  the  petitioner  hare' leave  lo 
wiihiiraw  his  petition. 

The  hill  to  incurpnrate  a, company  for  opening 
the  cannl  in  the  Oily  of  Washin^toa  was  read  tbe 
third  lime  t  and  tbe  [^ai)k%  having  been  filled,  as' 
roUuws;  first,  one  hundred  thousand;  second, 
forty  ihouwnd  i  third,  forty  thousand — 

Reaoived  That  Ibis  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  he  ''An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
opening  the  caoal  in  the  City  of  Washington." 

Tfie  Senate  resumed,  as  in. Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  toaulharize  themakingof  a  turn- 
pike road  from  Mason's  causeway  to  Alexandria; 
and  the  PREaiDBNT  having  reported  the  hill  Co  the 
House  amended,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  nnd  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1 

was  determined  in  the  afKrmBlive, 

Thebi[l,eniilted  "An  act  to  reviVe  and  contlBue 
for  a  fuiiher  time  the  auihurity  of  the.Commia- 
!rs  of  Kaskaskia,"  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 


Satcbdat,  Febttiafyll. 
Mr.  TiFriN,  from  rbe  committee,  reported  the 
ill  to  SQihorize  the  making  nf  a  turnpike  r     ' 


'ngroEiied ;  and  I 
id  passed, 

A  YneasBge  from  the. House  of  Represeaiativn 

formed  the  Senate  ihai  ihe  House  have  passed 

bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of  Qov^rnm^nt  during  the  year  1809, 

in   which  they   request  the  concurrence  of  Ihe 

Senate. 

The  hill  last  brought  up  for  conenrreoce  was 

rice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  lo 

Me!>srs.  SiiiTn  of    Maryland,    pBAHaft-iH,    Bad 

Cbawtobd,  to  coiuidec  aad'Tepoic  thereon. 
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Monday,  Febroarf  13. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  QBSaa,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  ^ei^^  ^°  '■ 

RMotved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe- 
tiiioD  of  the  marine  otfieeri  was  referred,  be  in; 
structed  to  laquiie  whether  any,  and  if  any,  to 
what  extent,  augmeiitatbnof  the  marine  coipsit 
necessary  ;  aod  that  they  be  authorized  to  report 
by  billortilherwise. 

Mf.  WHiTB  presented  two  memoitals  from  cit- 
izens of  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  whose  namesare 
thereuoto  subscribed;  praying  tiie  repeal  of  the 
embargo  law*,  for  reasons  staled  in  tbe  memorials ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conside- 

The  Pkesidbnt  communicated  the  memorial 
of  theiohabiiBDtsof  Point  Coupee,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleaos,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  right 
of  pre-empiioQ  to  certain  lands  rendered  fit  for 
eultiration  by  their  exert ion^  or  that  the  sdici  lands 
may  be  granted  to  them  as  a  donation  orcompea- 
sation  for  their  indualry,  care,  and  expense )  and 
the  memorial  was  -read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 
consideration. 

DISBURSEMENT  OP  t-UBLIC  MONEYS. 

Mr.  Hii.LHooaE — Mr.  President:  I  hold  in  my 
haad  a  resolution,  which  I  intend  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  after  baring  made 
a  few  remarks  to  show  the  ground  on  which  it 
rests,  and  explained  my  reasons  for  bringing  it 
forward  at  this  time. - 

In  the  discharge  of  my  official  duty,  as  one  of 
a  committee  [o  inquire  after  facts  in  relation  to  a 
nomination  whicji  has  leceotly  been  under  ibe 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  I  was  led  to  inspect 
sundry  accounts  and  documents  in  the  public  of- 
fices, from  which  I  deriTc  the  knowledge  of  what 
I  am  about  to  state,  and  concerning  which  there 
can  be  no  mistake,  as  the  several  items  are  lalten 
from  those  accounts  and  doenmenis. 

Having  formerly  had  some  acquaintance  with 
the  manner  of  conducting  business  in  the  public 
o£Bces  in  relation  to  our  money  concerns,  I  did 
suppose  there  existed  a  complete  check  upon  all 
improper  expenditures  of  public  money,  and  a 
perfect  security  against  its  being  dmwn  out  of 
tbe  Treasury  in  a  manner  not  warranted  by  law. 
One  predominant  and  principal  ground  of  secu- 
rity, I  had  understood  to  consist  in  the  control 
which  the  head  of  each  department  had  over  the 
business  confided  to  his  departmeit,  and  his  re- 
■ponsibility  for  a  due  end  reasonable  exercise  of 
his  discretion  aiid  judgment.  But  having  dis- 
covered, by  an  opinioo  of  the  Senate  lately  ex- 
pressed, an  opinion  which  I  am  bound  to  respect, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  is  not  responsible  for 
what  1  consider  an  improper  expenditure  of  pub- 
lic money  in  thai  department,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
Bome  further  and  more  effectual  provision  ought 
to  be  made.  To  show  on  what  1  ground  my. 
opinion,  that  there  has  been  an  improper  diaburse- 
ment  of  public  money,  I  will  read  [tart  of  two 
sections  of  the  law  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Bs 
lablishment  of  the  United  States,  passed  March 
16th,  180S}  aad  exhibit  a  brief  sU lenient  of  facts. 


The  4th  section  fixes  the'  monthly  compensation 
of  the  Brigadier  General  as  follows :  "  to  the  Brig- 
'  adier  General  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
'  lars,  which  shall  be  his  full  and  entire  compensa- 
'  tion,  without  a  right  to  demand  or  receive  aoy 
'ratio  OS,  forage,  traveltiog  expenses,  or  other  per- 
'quisiie  or  emolument  wbatsoever,  except  such 
'  siatioDcty  as  mav  be  requisite  for  the  Hse  of  bit 
'  departraeai."  The  Gf^h  section  fixes  the  num- 
ber of  rations  to  which  each  officer  and  soldier 
shall  be  entitled,  by  which  no, officer  aiMve  tha 
rank  of  colonel  is  entitled  to  any  rations  at  alL 
That  section  fiuihei  provides  that  there  shall  bt 
allowed,  "  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each 
'  separate  post,  such  additional  nnmber  of  ratioBi 
■  as  the  President  of  the  United  Slalesshall  fiotn 
'  time  to  time  direct,  having  respect  to  the  tpeeill 
'  circumstances  of  each  post."  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  thai  law  there  have  been  allowed,  at 
Natchitoches,  to  Colooel  Gushing  double  ratioBs 
from  September  1st  to  33d  of  Ocioberj  1806,  and 
from  the  8ih  to  the20ih  of  November,  1806.  At 
New  Orleans,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Freeman, 
triple  rations  from  July  Isl  to  11th  December, 
1806 ;  and  to  Colonel  Cosbing  in  the  like  manner, 
from  the  17th  December,  1606  to  20ib  of  Mav, 
1807;  and  in  June  1809,  Brigadier  General  Wilk- 
inson'* account  fur  eiira  rations  as  commanding 
officer  at  ihdse  same  posts  was  allowed  as  followi, 


13[h'to  (he  30th  September,  1806, 18  days  at  IT^ 
cents       -  .    '       .  .  -       113  40 

Same  place,  36  rations,  from  October 
-  1,  to  NovemfaeT  11. 1806, 3016  rations 
at  18  cents     -  -  -  -      378  16 


385  56 


At  New  Orleans,  36  rations  per.  day, 
fromNovember  12, 1806  to  24tl)  May, 
1807,  194  days,  0,312  rations  st  15 

^uarien,  stabling^  &c.  from  35tti  No- 
vember, 1806  to  34ih  May,  1807,  six 
months .  ...  .     ,■     .. 


Notwithstanding  tbe  express  proristons  of  the 
law,  and  the  allowance  of  extra  rations  to  other 
officers  at  the  same  posts^tbe  above  account  was 
admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  aud^anctioned 
by  bis  tigoature  ;  but  was  disallowed  by  the  Ac- 
couiitant  of  tbe  Wat  Department  as  being  against 
the  law  of  March  16th.  1803.  Whereupon  the  final 
decision  was  referred  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  who  decided  that  tbe  aeoount  might 
be  passed  to  the  credit  of  General  Wilkinson,  be- 
cause it  had  been  admitted  by  the  Seoretary  o[ 
War,  with  the  approbationof  tnePresident ofthe 
United  States,  and  sanctioned  by  the  opinion  of 
tbe  Attorney  General.  By  which  it  appears  that 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  supported  by  tbe  opiaion  of  (he  Attorney 
General,  is  considered  as  asuffieient  authority  for 
the  allowance  of  account*  and  the  payment  of 
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money  id  direct  opposition  to  a  positive  law  of 
tbeTToiied  States,  an  error  which  ODghnobecor- 

By  tlie  act  niablJihiDg  tlie  Department  of  War, 
Indiaa  afiairs  are  placed  under  (he  direction  and 
etmtrol  of  die  SecretarvorWir;  aod  in  that  De- 
partmeai  there  have  beeo  allowed  and  paid,  as 
compepsatieu  to  lodiai)  CommissioDerE  to  hold' 
treaties,  Tor  the  table  expenses  of  [de  Gummis- 
sioneri,  supplying  the  ladians,  and  other  eipeo- 
■ei,  Ike  fallowing  sums,  riz : 

To  Oeneral  Wilkinsoii,  as  compensatloa  for 
boldiDg  «  treaty  with  the  Cherofceea,  at  South- 
west Point,  rrom  July  ISlh,  to  September  10th, 
1801.  at  98  per  day    -      -     -  -  44»  OO 

The<Chickas«ws,atWolf  River,ftom     ■ 

%ptember  llih,  to  October  38th 

1801,  at  ©a  per  ^  -  -  384  00 

The  Cboetaws,  at  Fort  Adams,  from 

October  29(h   to  December  31st, 

laoi,  ar  S8  per  day  -  -  512  00 

At  Port  Adams,  ireatiog  with  Chbe- 

isw   CommissioQers  far  earryiog    ■ 

the  last  meDliODed  treaty  into  ez- 

ecatioD,  fratq  Jnuaiy  Isi  to  March 

23d.  1803,  at  S8  per  ddy     .  -  548  00 

Th«  Cteekt  at  Fort  Wilbinson,  from 

March  !i3d  to  July  IStli^SOS,  at  S8 

per  day'     '  -     .      <  •  044  00 


82  831  00 


Fur  ibe  expense  o/  the  Commiaiioo- 

et-a  Ubie     -  .  -  .        5,026  30 

For  sappliei  for  ^he  Indians,  ioclud- 
iag  a  part  of  the  eipetise  of  the 
Con  miss  ion  e  r's  table,  wbic  h  ca  nno  t 
be  icparated  .  -        .  .       g^ggs  41 

For  the  amuunt  of  articles  purchased 
by  the  Q,ijaTt«rma5ier  General  for 
the  tiae  of  ibe  Commissiooera       •       3,131  49 


18,116  10 

Af  eompensatioa  to  Benjamin  Hawk- 
ins,- Irom  July  33d,  1801^  to  June 
2Ui,  1802, 247  days  -  -       1^6  Ott 

Do.  to  Andre-w  Perkins,  61  days,  in- 
chidiog  $18  for  travelliog  expenies  604 


S2q,598  10 


There  bas  also  been  paid  to  General  Wilkin- 
9on.  as  compeusatioQ  for  ireatliur  as  sole  Com- 
minioner  with  the  Choclaws  at  Fort  Confedera- 
tion, rTom  Jaly   19th   to  October  SOtb,  1603.  04 
days,  ml  98  per  day        -        -        .        .  |752  00 
Marking  boun<)H.Ty  lines,  frorn  October. 
2Ut  to  31st  December,  1802,  72  dayi, 
at  t6pef  day      -        -        -        -        -    432  00 
Ditto  ditto,  continuation  from  January 
1st  to  3Sth  February,  1803:  59  days, 
at  do.         -        -        -        -'      -       -    354  00 
Ditto,  ditto,  Chocuw,  west  of  Mc^ile, 
&*■,  and  Creeks,  east  of  the  Alabama, 
Ac,  from  March  1st  to  3d  December, 
1803,  278  daya,  at  do.         -       - ,      - 1,668  00 


Returning  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans 
on  hia  way  to  Philadelphia,  from  De- 
cember 4lh-to^I6lh  December,  1803, 
13  days,  at  88  per  dav        -        -        -    104  00 

Returning  from  New  Orleans  to  Phila- 
delphia as  Indiau  CDiiimissiooeT,from 
April  S5ih  to  Juae  1st,  1804,  37  days, 
at  $8  per  day     -        -       -        -       -    296  00 

3^606  00 
For  the  personal  expenses  of  General 
Wilkinson  for  1802  and  1803,  as  set- 
tled at  the  War  Office        ...  2,715  29 
For  expenses  other  thati  personal  -  3,152  10 

9,473  39 

Officers  of  the  United  States  receiving  salaries 
or  tnooihly  pay,  have  been  occasionally  employ- 
ed on  other  ousinesa  for  a  short  time,  and,  on  ac- 
count of  extraordinary  trouble  and  expense  at- 
tending such  employment,  have  recei red,  in  ad- 
dition to  tbeir  ordinarv'  compensaiJoi),  the  per 
diem  allowance  fixed  by  law  or  usage  for  aocb 
service.  The  present  is,  I  beliere,  the  first  in- 
stance  io  which  such  an  officer  has  been  employ- 
ed every  day  in  the  year  for  two  or  three  years 
in  soec'L'ssiOn,  ai)d  has  been  permitted'  to  receive, 
in  addition  to  bis  entire  salary  or  monthly  pay, 
a  per  diem  atlowiaDce  exceediog  his  salarf  or 
monthly  pay,  and  the  whole  of  his  expenses.  The 
salary  of  Judge  Ellsworth,  while  employed  on  a 
foreign  missiou,  had  been  received  durioK  bis  ab- 
sence, by  hisactorney,  but  was  refunded,  and  he 
received  only'bis  compenealion  as  a  foreign  Min- 
ister; and  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Jay,  his  expenses 
onlv  were  paid.  There  can  be  no  propriety  in 
suco  allowance,  and  a  remedy  ought  to  be  pro- 
There  has  idao  be«Q' allowed  and  paid  in  tbe 
War  Department  an  account  amoDnl' 
$6,619  73,  for  the  table  expenses  of  Oener 
kinson  and  Governor  Claiborne,  from  December 
7tb,  1803,  to  April  24tb,  1804,  four  mouths  and 
seventeen  days,  the  time  they  were  employed  as 
Com  miss  ioiters  to  tAke  possession  of.  New  Or- 
leans, and  br  a  private  secretary  8548,  and  for 
stationery  ^7  50,  amounting  in  tbe  whole  to 
97.366  63,  The  allowance  of  Ibis  account  is  an- 
der  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  states 
that  it  was  dene  by  order  of  the  Presideat  of  the 
United  States.  As  this  account  had  no  relation 
either  to  the  military  service  or  to  Indian  affairs, 
I  am  unable  to  say  why  it  was  carried  for  settle- 
ment to  the  War  Department  and  not  to  the  Ac- 
countirig  officers  of  the  Treasury. 

liappears,  by  authentic  documents  which  I  have 
exnmined,  that  there  have  been  paid  to  General 
Wilkinson,  this  favorite  of  tbe  Administration, 
(for  I  ihink  none  other  than  a  favorite  could  have 
obtaided  from  Ihe  Treasory  of  the  United  States 
money  to  sueh  an  amount,)  tbe  following  sums, 

For  bis  pay  as  Brigadier  Oeneral  from  March 
16th,  1602,  the  date  of  the  law,.to  February  1, 
1809,  at  |!»5  per  month    •       -        -«ie,66S  W 


l?Vil- 
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For  his  compensmioD  us  Indian  Com- 
roissioner,  from  July  12. 1601,  to  July 
18, 1802  -        -        -     '  -        -       -     8,976  00 

For  bis  compeDsatioo  ai  Indiao  Com- 
missioner, anJ  running  lines,  from 
July  19,  1802   10  Ist  June,  1804       -  .   3,60 

For  his  personal  expenses  for  1808  anil 
1803       ......     2,71 

For  his  salary  h.s  Gneernor  of  Upper 
Louisiana  from  July  4,  1805,  to 
March  2, 1807         -        -        -        -     3,32i 

For  amount  of  moneys  and  suppliw . 
furnished  him  by  public  agents,  with 
which  be  is  chargeable  oo  the  pub-  ' 
lie  boobs,  and  for  which  he  has  abl 


iQied 


For  moneys  charged  by  John  Wilkias, 
laie  Cluartermasier  General,  as  ad- 
vanced to  General  Willfinsua.  and 
for  which  he  has  not  accounted 

For  secret  serTice  money,  received 
January  10,  1809,  on  the  ceritficnie 
o(  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  that  sum  "disbursed  for  objects 
ID  relatiun  to  the  coniingent  expen- 
ses of  inlercourse  belweeo  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  and  foreign  nations,  the 
■pecificaiion  of  which  disbursement 
at  ibis  lime  is  deemed  iaexpedieni" 


44,470  21 
To  which,  if  there  be  added  the  table 
expenses  of  General  Wilkioaoo  aad 
the  other  Commtiisianers  balding 
trealies  in  1801  and  1802,  exclusive 
of  the  expense  of  rutnishing  theXn- 

diaas 5,026  00 

And  the  table  expemes  of  General 
Wilkinson'  and  Governor  Claiborne 
at  New  Orleans,  from  December  7th, 
1803,  to  April  24, 1804    •       -        •     6,619  82 


Makea  ihe  enormous  si 


'   66,116  G 


More  than  950,000  of  which  may  fairly  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  General  Wilhinioo. 

[i  may  aln>  be  proper,  by  some  legislative  pro- 
vision, to  regulate  the  business  oC  advance  pay  to 
the  officets  ofthe  Array.  There  may  be  circum- 
■lances  when  it  would  be  proper,  as  when  order- 
.  ed  on  distant  service  ;  but,  unless  regulated,  it  is 
liable  lo  great  abuse,  as  is  obvious  froni  an  in- 
spection of  General  Wilkinson's  account,  by  which 
it  appears  that  he  has  received,  since  March  IhI. 
1808,  his  pay  in  manner  following,  [o  wit: 

Per  warrant  No.  1,114,  siloed  by  himself  as 
Commander-in-Chief,  for  his  pay  from  March, 


per  receipt  February 
-   8900  OO 
Per  warrant  No.  1,212.  signed  by  him- 
self as  the  Commander-in-Chief,  far 


Sill 


i  per  receipt  J 


450  00 


'er  warrant  No.  10,  signed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  for  his  pay  in  advance, 
from  September  l,lB08.lo  28th  Feb- 
ruary, leoa  per  receipt  July  14,  1S08    1,350  00 

■er  warrant  No.  161. signed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,rorhispByinadvflnee, 
March,  April,  and  May,  1809,  three 
months,  per  receipt  November  28, 


675  00 


Per  warrant  No.  249,  dated  16ih  Jam 


War.  for  hi 
May   1 

months 


December    1,  1809,   aix 

-.----   1,250  00 

There  is  ooly  one  other  statement,  from  the  ac- 

couniB  of  the  Depanment  which  1  will  mention — 

it  is  thai  of  Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn,  employed  hj 

the  Secretary  of  War  as  an  engineer  to  coniilrnct 

a  fort  ai   Portland,  from  April  8th   to  November 

2gth,  1808,204'dBys,at93perday      -     |612  00 

And   an   allowance  of  two   per  cent. 

commission  oo  the  money  expended,  ■ 

being  $30,796  97      -        -        -        -      768  33 


Which  aceotiDt  has  been  paid.  The  compen- 
saiioD  allowed  was  at  the  rate  of.more  than  $200 
per  month,  when  the  pay  of  a  biigacfitr  general, 
exclusive  uf  rations  and  forage,  id  only  $104  per 
ontb.  The  person  employed  had  no  claim  (o 
pertence.  While  we  have  artillery  officers  and 
a  corps  of  engineers  in  public  pay,  it  would  seem 
as  though  some  of  them  abouhl  hare  been  em- 
ployed in  such  service. 

Perhaps  theacconnts  of  Indian  agents  ought 
to  be  examined,  to  see  if  some  proviiion  be  not 
necessary  to  prevent  the  improper  expenditure  of 
public  mone^i  for  in  that  businevs  there  is  great 
latitude  of  discretion,  which  opens  a  dtioc  lu  fa- 
oriiisra.  which  in  a  goverqmetrt  like  ours  ought 
o  be  carefully  guarded  against.  T^ere  may  be, 
ad  ofian  is,  not  only  the  appearance,  but  the  ex- 
rciicof  the  most  rigid  ecouomy,  nay  parsimony, 
s  regards  a  poor  soldier,  or  person  having  little 
ofluence,  wlrilc  iliere  is  a  lavish  expenditure  of 
public  money  on  favorites, 

Mr.  HtLLHODBE  then  oOered  the  following  res- 
iluiiiin  ivhich  wai  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

Haohtd,  That  ■  commiue*  be  appointed  to  exBDiins 
ind  rnport  whether  any,  and  what,  lurthsr  regutatioD* 
ir  provitions  arc  neceaiajy  to  check  the  allowance  or 
psjfflent  of  extravagant  ctaiau,  or  unreasonaMe  sc- 
eounts,  and  lo  prevent  an  improper  expenditure  o(  pQb- 
lic  money ;  and  that  the  eommiltee  be  authoriieil  lo 
call  on  the  several  Departmenla  far  lucb  informaliOD 
and  papen  aa  may  be  neomury  lo  aid  then  ill  tlieir 
inquiry ;  and  to  report  by  bill  oi  otherwiae. 
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Partial  Septal  of  the  Bmbar^o. 


Sbnatb. 


PARTUL  REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  tesomed  the  oonsideraiioa  of  Mr. 
Oii.ca's  mouoD  mnde  od  ibe  8ih  utUnt,  for  re- 
pealing, OD  ihe  4lh  of  Marcb,  the  lawa  lifitig  an 
embar^  dd  all  ships  aftd  Teasels  io  the  ports  and 
Jiarbon  or  the  (Jailed  Stales,  except  as  to  Qreat 
Britain  aad  France,  and  tbeii  dependenciea  ;  aod 
prafaibiting  ail  commercial  intercourse  vkhthose 
nationiand  their  domioioiis. 

Mr.  Giles  addressed  thi  Bonate  aa  rollows : 

Hr.  Presideat:  In  titoCt  of  great  public  trial 
■od  diffienlty,''wben  a  proposition  deepljr  affecting 
iJie  efaaracter  aitd  the  iateresis  of  cbe  Detinn  is 
pteseoted  for  adoption,  an  indispensable  obliga- 
lioQ  is  imposed  upon  its  author  sto  state  the  con- 
■idcrations  upon  which  ii  is  founded.  Under  this 
imprewioD,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  make  as  full 
aadas  frank  a  deTelopmencOf  my  inducementaiu 
maTing  the  present  resoluiioa,  as  may  eonsisi 
irilh  the  ordiaary  limits  of  discussion. 

It  is  a  eircumslanee  greatly  to  be  regretted,  sir, 
thai  as  onr  danger*  and  difficulties  are  increasing 
aad  pressing  upon  us,  our  divisions  of  opinion 
respecting  the  {voper  coutftc  to  be  pursued  io  re- 
Utionio  them,  appear  to  be  increasing  in  the  same 
proportion.     This  probably  arises,  in  a  great  de- 

Sree,  from  the  un  fort  no  ate  state  of  mind  produced 
y  collisions  io  argument.  Gentlemen  are  in  the 
habit  of  beading  their  whole  thoughts  upon  tbe 
di>eor«ry,  not  only  of  arguments  for  furtifying 
their  own  opinions,  bat  for  repelling  the  difiering 
opinions  of  their  friends,  .  If  this  babit  of  reflec- 
tion could  be  reversed— if  each  senllsmBn  could 
prevail  upon  himself  to  give  full  weight  to  the 
arguments,  (o  respect  more  tbe  opinions- Hnd  mo- 
tives  of  his  friend,  and  to  doubt  more  .the  ioisili- 
biiuy  of  hla  own,  it  is  scarcely  poiBible  to  believe, 
that  when  an  anion  of  interests  is  admitted  by  all, 
but  that  some  point  of  union  in  the  measures  to 
promote  tho«e  interests,  might  be  found  and  aereed 
upon.  And  may  we  not  iMt  permitted  to  hope, 
sir.  when  the  fatal  consequences  of  divisions  are 
to  obvious  to  all,  tbal  the  ur^ncv  of  our  difficul- 
ties will  produce  this  course  of  reflection*?  Amidst 
all  these  difficulties,  it  In  fortunate  however,  that 
there  is  one  point  io  which  we  are  ail  united— 
that  is,  resistance  to  forei'^a  aggression*.  It  ii 
true,  no  vote  upon  that  point  soeciftcally  has  yet 
been  taken  in  this  House ;  but  in  the  other  House 
Jt  has,  after  much  discussiou  and  ^reat  delibera- 
t*0D,asd  [he  result  .was  as  near  unaaimily  as  could 
be  expected  upon  any  occasion  involving  so  many 
eonside ration*.  Theonly  poinisof  difference  now 
to  be  adiasied  and  ooni promised,  relate  to  the  ex- 
teal  of  thai  resistanea,  and  the  (adds  of  its  appli' 

Tbe  resolution  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  submit. 
is  brought  forward  solely  io  reference'  to  those 
points;  and  is  dictated  br  that  spirit  of  concession 
and coneiliatloo  which  InaVelakan  iheliberiy  of 
recomoieading  to  olhera,  and  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  imperiously -demanded  by  the  prG*ent 
critical  liioalion  of  our  aBairs. 

J  am  fully  sensible,  iHu  Presidenr,  of  the  high 
r«spowihiliiy  incurred  by  moving  the. present  re* 
MltKian;  and  I  abo  know,  that  when  nothing  is 
loth  COH.  Sd  Ssss.— 13 


left. us  but  a  choiceof  difficulties,  it  ia  much  easier 
to  criticise  aoy  expedient  that  may  be  chosen, 
than  to  devise  and  present  a  better  for  considera- 
tion. But,  sir.it  ahould  be  recollected,  that  merely 
10  criticise  or  find  faoJI,  when  no  expedient  ia  left 
uf  altogether  free  from  objeclioo,  is  tbe  mo*l  sub- 
ordinate office  that  genius  cao  perform;  and  at 
the  same  time  it  rs  ihe  least  honorable  for  the  in- 
dividual, and  the  most  unprofitable  to  the  nation 
and  to  the  people.  I  make  this  observation,  not 
with  a  view  of  deierriog  gentlemen  from  bringing 
forward  any  fair  objections  to  the  resolution  un- 
der .consideratiaii,  but  merely- to  remind  them  that 
I  shall  consider  the  task  unaccomplished,  unlil 
they  present  some  subilitute  belter  calculated  10 
save  the  honor  and  protect  the  interests  of  ihe 
nation}  and  nhra  this  is  done,  I  wiil  readily  pay 
ikem  the  tribute  of  superior  wisdom,  and  unite 
with  them  with  the  most  fervent  devotion. 

The  resolution  before  you,  sir,  is  not  the  one  of 
my  cboice,  nor  the  one  by  which  I  could  with 
that  my. responsibility  could  be  tested.  It  is  the 
offspring  of  conciliation  and  of  great  concessioit  on 
my  piirt.  I  feel,  sir,  in  common  with  my  fellow- 
ciiizens  a  great  repugnance  to  war.  1  ibink  the 
dreadtiil  resort  should  only  be  made  inacaseof  self- 
defence.  1  protest  against  war  merely  for  the  pur- 
poses of  conquest,  or  aggrandizement :  but  in  my 
opiniua,wariBamply^usllGedby  theeiistingcrisia. 

In  my  judgment,  if  the  publhj  sentiment  could 
,be  brought  to  support  them,  wisdom  would  dictate 
the  combined  measures  uf  embarKo,  non-inter- 
course, and  war.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  their 
combined  lofiuenee  would  be  the  most  efficacious 
in  meeiins  and  subduing  the  crisis ;  but,  sir,  very 
few  genit^meo',  I  believe,  have  brought  their 
minds  up  to  this  state  of  energy ;  and  perhaps,  in 
the  present  atate  of  tbe  pubUc  mind,  distracted 
and  drawn  by  various  delusions,  as  it  is,  from  the 
real  source  of  our  injuries,  the  experiment  might 
be  deemed  a  rash  one,  even  if  it  could  be  obtained. 
I  have,  however,  sir,  so  much  confidence  in  the 
good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  li> 
the  efficacy  of  these  measures,  that  I  will  briefly 
state  Iheirprobabic  effects  for  the  consideration 
of  the  people ;  and  I  am  ihe  more  disposed  to  do 
so,  because  I  beJiere.the  time  is  not  past,  but  is 
fast  approaching,  when  the  wXoie  energy  of  the 
nation,  mast  be  called  forth  to  save  whai  we  have 
left  of  our  honor,  iadependenee,and  dearest  in  ter- 
esis.  These  would  be  the  obvious  effects  of  the 
combined  influence  of  the  measures  su^ested. 
Bmbargo  would  deprive  our  real  enemy  ofmany 
of  our  productions  which  1  believe  to  be  indispen- 
sable to  bis  prosperity  in  many  respects.  Non- 
inlercourw  would  deprive  him  of  our  market  for 
hia  surplus  manufactures,  an  operation  not  lass 
injurious  to  him  than  the  other,  whilst  war  could 
be  made  to  retort,  upon  him  some  uf  the  evils  of 
his  own  injustice.  I  Would  present  nothing  of 
value  to  him  .on  the  ocean,  to  whet  bis  cupidity, 
and  stimulate  him  to  a  perseverance  in  the  war. 
1  would  front  him  on  the  ocean  with  emptv  de- 
stiUctive  ships, brave  and  hardy  Jefendersoftnem, 
and  rusty  iron  guns.  If  be  achieved  a  eonqueat, 
it  ahould  be  aooniquett  of  bard  knocka,  while  thue 
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«bould  li 


oinpcni! 


olhidftof  n 


o  graiify  his  cupidity. 


I  woulihat  ihe  sams  time,  seize  upon  tiis  colon- 
ial posseKsions  upon  this  coniiaenT.  If  tbe  whole 
energy  oClheiiilian  couid  be  brought  to  act  vigor- 
ously in  this  way,  I  will  vpnrure  lo  predler,  that 
wiihin  six  months  Oreat Britain  would  be  brought 
to  value  uuc  frieodsblp  aa  much  as  she  would  to 
deprecate  our  enmity.  But,  sir,  whilst  1  would 
apply  the  acourge  with  one  band,  with  aliihe 
aererity  which  the  active  energy  of  the  whole 
naiioD  could  inflict,  \  would,  with  aJDceriiv  and 
good  faith,  hold  out  the  olive  branch  with  the 
other;  tny  demandi:  should  be  moderate,  and 
wjihin  the  limits  of  justice.  And  believe  me, 
Mr.  Presidenl,  Oreat  Briiato  would  soon  learn 
how  lo  malte  a  choice.  Whilst,  air,  you  would 
expose  nothing  of  value  to  her,  she  would  oe- 
cessarjly  present  to  your  spoliation*  u  rich  com- 
merce, a  commerce  which  her  Orders  in  CdddciI 
were  intended  to  eolai^e,  and  which  she  considers 
as  almost  indispensable  to  her  national  .ezisleoce. 
Permit  me  ac  the  same  time  to  express  an  opin- 
ion ihac  [be  whole  British  navy  would  be  very 
far  from  affording  a  competent  protection  to  this 
wide  spread  commerce.  With  respect  (o  preju- 
dices ngniosi  the  embargo,  I  would  remark,  ihet 
considering  the  zeal,  atiliiy,  and  artifices,  which 
have  been  emplaved  to  cxirile  them,  particularly 
ID  one  ^.eciion  of  the  Union,  it  is  mnller  of  sur- 
prise that  the  people  have  submitted  lo  the  pri- 
ratioDS,  which  have  been  deluiifvely  ascribed  to 
that  measure,  with  no  greater  discontents  than 
hnve  been  mauifeaied  by  them;  and  the  experi- 
ment has.  rather  conSrmed,  than  lesseoed  my 
opinion  of  the  patriotism  of  the  people;  but  still 
{terbaps  so  many  prejudices  have  been  excited,  as 
to  juiitify  Home  relaxation  in  that  respect,  lii 
that  case  however,  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
and  the  invasion  of  Canada  ought,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  have  been  subttiluted  ;  war  would  [hen 
have  been  resorted  to  in  a  less  efficient  form,  and 
tbe  people  upon  the  experiment,  I  have  no  doubt, 
would  regret  the  sacrifice ;  but  the  House  of  Rep- 
reieiLtatives  lias  thought  proper  to  reject  that  pro- 
position, and  the  one  dow  offered  seems  to  be  the 
next  best  calculated  to  save  the  honor  and  pro- 
tect the  rights  an^  interests  of  the  natioD. 

I  have  never  relied  so  much  on  the  coercive  ef- 
fectn  of  the  embargo,  singly,  as  some  gentlemen 
have  done;  and  1  have  at  all  times  been  of  opin- 
ioo  thai  preparations  for  mure  efficieot  measures 
should  have  been  made  to  oome  in  aid  of,  or  to 
substitute  the  embargo,  whenever  it  should  be 
asgertained  that  it  had  failed  of  its  coet'cive  ob- 
jects. I  was,  not wiibstaa ding,  willing  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  to  perse- 
vere in  the  system  until  tbe  events  which  I  an- 
ticipated should  take  place  in  Spain,  and  become 
known  in  Great  Britain,  and  until  the  early  pri 
ceedinga  of  Congress  should  also  be  known  then 
It  appeared  to  me  that  if  a  relaxation  on  the  pill 
of  Great  Britain,  should  not  be  coerced  by  the  ir 
fiuence  of  these  events  combined,  upon  IheiV  fin 
impression  in  Great  Britain,  all  hnpe  of  a  relai 
atioa  ftom  the  embargo  alone  would  then  be  at 


an  end,  and  ibat  no  other  alternative  would  be 
left  us  but  war.  The  first  impreseion  produced 
by  these  resulia,  would  probably  be  the  greatest; 
because  the  spirit  of  speculation  would  be  alimn- 
latcd  thereby,  and  the  natural  effect  of  thai  spirit 
is  to  drive  prices  beyond  the  teirel  which  irould 
be  producei)  by  the  ordinary  causes ;  and  if,  under 
such  an  impression,  do  relazatioa  should  lake 
place,  none  could  be  afterwards  rationally  ex- 
pected. Mv  sincere  love  of  peace,  and  the  little 
remaining  Iiope  of  avoiding  war,  iodaced  me  ai 
that  time  Hternly  to  set  my  face  against  the  re- 
peal of  the  embargo;  but  I  then  ihoaght,  aod 
still  think,  that  at  some  period  of  ibis  session 
tome  other  measures  ought  to  be  resorted  to, 
either  with  or  without  the  embargo.  That  period 
is  now  arrived,  sobmission  .cannot  for  a  momenC 
be  taken  into  consideration.  Thedecisive  course 
of  measures  which  1  conceived  were  imperioasly 
demanded  by  tbe  existing  eircumslances  of  the 
country,  arc  still  more  sironsty  called  for  by  the 
conieois  of  Mr.  Canning's  letter,  of  the  ^M  of 
November  last,  to  Mr.  Pinkney.  This  letter  I 
have  heard  represeaied  as  wholly  usiniporiaDl. 
1  view  its  contents  in  a  very  different  tight.  I 
deem  them  htglijy  imporlanl.  They  go  to  take 
away  my  hiit  bqpe  of  peace.  They  go  lo  satisfy 
my  mind,  that  we  have  now  noaiternative  but 
war.  Submission  is  out  of  the  question.  Per- 
mit me  to  read  an  exlract'or  two  from  that  letter, 
upon  which  my  opinion  is  founded.  They  will 
be  found  in  pages  IS,  14,  of  the  last  printed  Mes- 
sage of  the  PreBiden[ — 

"The  purpose  nf  this  letter  is  not  ta  renew  the  dls- 
cuBsion  open  the  sutiject  ofyour  prnpossl^  but  merely 
lo  clear  up  any  tnisunderstsniling  nhich  had  existed 
between  Ui  in  tlie  cunnB  of  that  discnssion.  I  caoiwt 
conclude  it,  however,,  without  Bdvarting  itrj  ihorti j  to 
th&t  part  of  your  letter,  in  which  you  arsua  that  tiie 
failure  of  Francs,  in  the  lUenipl  to  leiliie  her  gigantic 
projeot  of  the  Bunibilitian  of  the  oommem  of  this 
counLry,  removes  all  pretext  for  the  coatiauance  of  tha^ 
retBlislory  system  of  Great  Bntsin." 

"  If  the  foundation  of  the  retaliating  syatom  of  Great 
Britain  nai.  (as  nc  cantend  it  to  have  boaa)  originally 
just,  that  ajatem  will  be  justifiably  continued  in  tbrce, 
not  BO  long  only,  as  the  decrees  which  produced  it  ara 
nliseliicvously  operative,  but  until  they  are  uneijuito- 
cslly  abandoned,  and,  if  it  be  thus  conmatenl  with  jus- 
tice to  perwvere  in  that  system,  it  U  surely  no  mean 
motiTo  of  policy  for  such  perseverance,  that  »  preilta- 
tum  departurs  fram  il,  while  tbe  enemy's  original  pro- 
TOeatlon  reoisine  unrepealed,  might  laid  to  false  con- 
elusions,  H  to  the  efficacy  of  tbe  deenee*  of  Frann. 
and  might  hold  out  a  dangerous  temptation  to  that 
Power  to  re»3rt  to  the  BiM  syatam  on  any  fdtura 

Here  we  find  Mr.  Canning,  although  io  a  lone 
somewhat  different,  not  only  confirming  his  re- 
jection of  [he  first  and  honorable  ovenuremade  by 
Mr.  Pinkney,  for  the'revocalion  of  the  hostile 
orders,  &c..  contained  in  his  loiter  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney of  the  23d  of  September  preceding,  but  we 
find  him  introducing  the  subject  anpiirenily  for 
the  purp.we  of  preveniing  any  similar  overture, 
under  any  circumstanoeri,  aod  expressly  declaring 
that  the  orders  ahail  cootinue  in  force,  not  only 
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solongasibe  French  decrees  shall  beinischie- 
Tou^ly  opemiive,  but  uniil  ihey  shall  be  unequiv- 
ocally abaoJoDed,  aoU  leaves  a  sirbng  iafervaca 
OQ  aiy  miod  tiiai  they  are  oat  to  be  aliantloDeil 
on  aay  ternts ;  and,  1  believe,  are  inteaded  to  btt- 
toine  [be  perraatieDt  law  of  the 'land.  If  this 
poiDl  were  clearly  ascertained,  surely  til  America 
VOuU  eagerly  Dnite  in  ibe  war.  'But,  sir,  I  shall 
have  occasion  again,  in  the  eoutie  of  the  obser- 
Taiious  I  prupoiie  to  make,  to  remark  further 
npoQ  tfae  eontentsof  [bis  letter.  Al'haugb  thisres- 
olatioQ  is  not  the  one  of  my  choice,  and  is,  as  gen- 
lltmen  mast  nov  see,  several,  points  below  the 
grMind  which  in  my  jodgment  the  best  interests 
of  (he  nation  would  authorise  and  require  us  to 
lake,  yet  I  will  state  some  of  Ihe  efi'ec[s,  which  1 
pmome  will  flow  from  it,  and  which,  under  all 
cireumsianccs,  are  the  best  thai  can  now  be  oh' 
uiaed.  It  will  put  Ihe  destructive  influence  of 
the  Orders  of  Cauncil  to  the  teit  of  praclicst  ex- 
perimeni,  and  thus  setllefor  us  tbequest  ion  of  peace 
or  war.  It  will  b&a  resumiftion  ofourconinierce 
wiih  alt  oaiioDS,  eieept  the  belligerenta  having 
in  force  agdin^t  as  bosiile. orders  or  edicts,  whilst 
it  will  he  a  continual  protest  agaia^i  them.  U 
will  manifest  our  ailentiua  to  the  wishes  and  in- 
terests of  onr  fiastern  friends,  who  will  not  be 
■aiisfieJ.  of  the  destructive  eflec[i<  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  upon  tbeir  commerce,  by  any  inferences 
drawn  from  the  obvious  meaning  of  tho^e  orders, 
but  insist  upon  a  practical  expetiiuent  upon  them. 
Their  retaeh  may  bepui  in  mpiinn,  and  trade  to  all 
eouDiries,  where  they  can  ttatie  without  compto- 
milling theirownaDfltheircouQtry'shopor.  Il  will 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  putting:  ibe  nation 
into  a  better  stale  of  defence,  whikt  it  will  post- 
pone, for  a  lime,  the  resort  to  ^ar;  in  my  jadg- 
ment,  the  ultimate  and  only  reasource  now  left  us 
against  tKlligereut  aggrcKsions.  It  is  therefore 
(be  odIt  retnaining  chance  Cor  preserving  peace. 
It  wiJt  leave  no  chasm  in  our  protest  against  the 
belligerent  orders  and  edict*,  and  ihui  lar  save  us 
the  disgrace  of  lubmissioD. 

lamboand  in  charity  to  presume,  Mr.  President, 
thai  geatlnuen  must  differ  essentially  with  me  in 
opinioQ  respecting  the  causes  of  war,  or  it  is  not 
posuble  that  we  should  differ  so  much  as  to  (be 
propciety  and  necessity  of  te»oi\iag  10  it.  1  tbere- 
lore  propose  to  slate  with  openness  and  candor 
the  real  causes  of  oar  aufieriaos,  the  real  causes 
of  war.  These  may  principally  be  sumFoed  up 
in  the  monstrous  and  extravagant  claim  tet  up 
br  Great  Britain  to  the  despotwm  of  the  ocean. 
The  <te»poiisiD  claimed  upon  the  land  by  France, 
althpngh  equally  reprehensibley  is  less  injurious 
to  OS.  It  is  felt,  no  doubt,  with  great  severity  by 
Utose  nation*  wbos«  siiaaiion  h a .i  subjected  tbem 
to  its  iafiUfDce — but  it  has  pleased  a  kiad  and 
bcnefioent  Providence  to  nlace  us  beyond  the 
.sphere of  its  destmclive influence,  whilst  the  tm- 
poiency  of  France,  upon  the  ocean,  relieves  us 
IroiD  any  great  and  aetious  injuries  from  her  upon 
that  e  It  meat. 

Great  Brluin  haa  assumed  the  principle  of  the 
cooqaesiof  the  ocean,  and, as  a  reward  of  that 
eoiiqaeM,u*crt«  aad  niBintauii  the  right  to  catij' 


hf  raeIC  the  commeroe  of  the  world,  or  to  pre- 
snril>e  rules  for  conducting  ii  by  other  nations, 
and'thas  render  it  subjervient  to  her  own  views, 
and  her  own  iaterests.  This  claim  of  eiclusire 
dominion  upon  the  ocean  by  Oreal  Britain,  is 
ity  against  the  rights  of  all  other  nations. 
It  is  in  fact  war  against  all  naiioos  having  equal 
rights  with  herself  to  navigme  the  ocean.  It 
compels  all  other  naiLons  either  to  surrender  to 
"  ~^ritajn  the  monopoly  of  the  commerce  of 

d,  or  to  submit  to  such  rules  as  she  shall 
prescribe  for  coniluciing  it.  This  extravagant 
notion  yrm  conceived  by  the  Brili:th  jurist*  ts 
early  as  the  commencement  of  (be  French  revo- 
lution ;  and  since  the  destruction  of  Ihe  Freocfa 
fleet  at  Toulon,  the  Qovernment  has  made  tet- 
thI  attempts  to  introduce  it  into  practice ;  some- 
imes  with  more,  sometimes  with  less  reatraintor 
disguise.  1>  is  impossible  for  me  to  refer  to  all 
the  instances  of  (his  kind;  I  must,  iberefore,IUTa 
the  recollection  of  the  Senate  genecallj'  to  the 
various  oriiera  issued  since  that  time,  resirainiog 
neutral  commerce,  in  Otter  cgniempt  of  all  public 
law,  and  acknowledged  neulEulrigiits.  During  tfas 
latterpartofMr.  Piti'sadnJiniatraiionthisdocirine 
bad  become  popular,  and  il  was  resolved  to  put 
it  kio  practice.  .It  was,  however,  deemed  proper 
to  prepare  the  world  Tor  the  reception  of  the  mon- 
strous pretension  vacciirdingly,  a  pamphlet  waa 
written  as  the  precursor  of  the  system  proposed 
to  be  introduced  for  the  govern menl  of  (he  com- 
mereial  world.  1  pay  boi little  respect  to  pam- 
phlets in  general,  and  should  not  now,  but  iha 
pamphlet  alluded  to  has  always  been  represented 
aa  written  under  the  direction  of  the  then  British 
Ministry,  and  intended  to,  prepare  the  world  for 
this  new  system  of  commercial  warfare  ;  and  in 
this  point  of  view  it  is  entitled  to  (he  most  serious 
coasidera(ion,  and  ibe  rather,  a*  the  course  of 
policy  recompiended  by  it,  has  since  been  strictly 
pursued  by  the  British  Ministry,  and  ibey  ba*a 
even  extended  (he  system  iince,  beyond  tha  ut- 
most limit  prescribed  in  that  work. 

The  pamphlet  alluded  to,  is  entitled  "  War  io 
biaguise."  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  two  or  three  short  paragraphs  thereiD. 
They  will  be  found  in  page*  eight  and  nine: 

"  Have  WB  then  lost  the  Iriamphant  mean*  of  such 
efiectual  narlare,  or  have  thn  ancient  fields  of  vietorj 
be«n  neglectad! 

>■  Neither  sDch  ■  mulbrlniM,  nor  lueh  folly,  can  b« 
allegadl  Naver  was  our  msiitine  snpniOTitv  ouna 
datiMve  than  ia  the  last  and  present  war.  We  ara 
stills  narawstodmait^TB  of ererj  wai  and  the  open 
intercourse  of  <nii  enemies  with  their  colonias,  waa 
never  so  canplatolj  precluded." 

Here  the  pretension  of  the  unresisted  masters 
of  (he  ocean  is  explicitly  assumed,  and  it  caQ 
hardly  be  necessary  to  remark,  thai  the  whole 
policy  recommended  in  the  book,  is  founded  upon 
that  assumed  priociple.   Anain.  in  paj:es  183,  IM, 


.dering  the  prudence  of  applying  the  pr 
|)Oaed  reme.ly  in   regard   to  the  colonial  trade, 


find  these  expressions 

"  The  satn  of  all  thesa  opposing  eoDsideration*  saema 
tft  ba  this,  'wa  maj  provoke  a  quarrel  with  tba  nan* 


dovGoo^le 


369 


mSTORT  OF  C0NGEE88. 


8>RATB. 


Partial  Repeal  of  the  Embargo. 


Febbdart,  1809. 


tnl  Powera.'  I  propoie,  therefore,  briefly  to  cqniider, 
fint,  the  degree  of  this  danKcr  ;  and  neit,  whether  ihe 
evili  ofmch  a  quanel,  if  certain,  woulil  be  gretter  than 
IhoBe  le  nhicb  we  at  present  lubmit." 

•'  It  is  certeiQ,  that  should  Hia  Mqeat;'*  GaTern- 
ucDt  think  fit  to  recaU  the  iadulgent  initruclion  (bat 
haa  been  ao  much  abused,  and  revert  to  the  rula  of  the 
wu  in  1766,  nith  juch  modilieationa  onlj  aa  can  be 
■afely  alloned,  great  clatoara  would  immediate];  aiiie 
in  the  neutral  countrieB.  The  neutraliun;  ageiitE, 
deprived  of  a  largo  portion  of  their  fraudulent  gains, 
would  eiclnim  aloud  againat  the  measure;  and  even 
■ach  merchants  as  have  carried  on  the  colonist  trade 
on  their  awn  account,  woiild  not  be  well  salisEcd  to 
find  their  field  of  commerce  materi&lty  narrawed  bj  Ihe 
■ssertion  of  our  belligerent  right*. 

The  neutral  Govern  me  Dta  therefore  would,  no  doubt, 
annplsin  and  remonBtrale  ;  '  but  would  they,  if  firmly 
though  temporalsly  renited,  push  the  controveray  into 
a  quarrel  V  Would  they  maintain  their  pretenaiona 
la  the  trade  i*  lueation,  at  the  eipeuae  of  a  war  with 
Great  Britaial    I  firmly  believe  they  would  noL" 

These  passages  serve  to  show,  thai  I'be  principle 
VIS  assumed  with  a  full  knowledge  oi  its  de- 
ilrueiive  iofluence  on  neutral  rights. 

The  next,  or  the  Foi  Adminislratinn.  seemed 
lo  think  there  was  some  hazard  and  delicacy  in 
making  this  aoproToked  atisck  upon  the  rights 
of  all  DBlioos,  and  seemed  lo  entertain  some 
doubts  of  the  praEticabililyof  the  profligate  sys- 
tem; btit  they  were  cotnpelUd,  by  the  iaratuiited 
jutistS'of  Ihe  day,  to  make  some  e»a^  towards 
carrying  it  into  effect;  'witness  their  orders  of 
January  7, 1&07,  iaierdictiDg  neutrals  from  going 
from  one  port  to  another  port  of  their  enemy. 
This  eilraorditlRrf  order,  too,  was  issueil  only 
•even  days  after  signing  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
Commerce  with  theUniied  Stales.  But,  xlr.thi) 
partial  compliauce  with  the  public  sentiment 
could  not  retain  them  in  office.  The  Utile  i 
■peet  they  retained  for  neutral  rights,  and  ih< 
timid  doubts,  were  arnongKl  Ibe  causes  which 
drove  them  from  office,  to  make  way  far  an  e 
gelie  administratioD — one  totally  destitute  of  all 
reaped  for  public  law,  for  neutral  rights— desti- 
tute of  all  the  scruples  and  obligations  of  justice. 
I  propose  to  give  I'short  sketch  of  ihe  hisiorf  of 
(his  energetic  adroinjstracion. 

1st.  As  Its  operaiioas  have  affected  other 

2d.  As  ihey  have  affected  the  United  Sialei 
Let  us  see  the  consequences  which  have 
aulled,  and  which  are  likely  to  result  from  this 
energy,  originating  in  folly  and  in  pride;  stimu- 
lated to  its  ends  in  utter  disregard  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  JDstice  and  of  public  law,  and  directed  to 
pnaltainable  objects.  Permit  roe,  sir,  Id  Ihi 
position,  to  pay  some  attention  to  dates — they 
will  serve  ID  illustrate  some  of  my  ideas.  Thi 
changeof  Ministry  took  place  either  in  the  monit 
of  January  or  February.  1B07.  Preparaiioas  h:. 
executing,  this  lawless  system  of  energy  were 
made  with  great  activity,  and  in  the  month  of 
Anninat  following,  they  were  made  lo  burst  upon 
theheadofanoosuspecliDgaQdunoffendiDgfrienc' 
la  that  month,  a  surrender  of  the  Danish  fie< 
if  demanded,    Thit  demaad  is  foanded  upon 


faUe  (uggeslion,  that  the  Danes  had,  by  a  secret 
article  in  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  agreed  to  give  up 
their  fleet  to' France,  to  facilitate  the  itivasioa  of 
Great  Britain.  This  soggestion  was  utterly  false 
aed  unfounded,  and  so  the  Ministry  were  flatly 
(old,  lo  iheir  faces,  in  Parliament  afterwards,  by 
Lord  Hutchinson,  at  ihnt  time  Minister  at  (he 
Court  of  St.  Petersburg.  Upon  the  refusal  of 
this  iorquiious  demand,  Copenhagen  wat:  imme- 
diately sacked,  and  a  profligate  and  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter  of  men,  women,  and  children  en- 
sued. The  Danish  fleet  was  forcibly  seized,  and 
borne  off  in  triumph.  But.  sir,  with  their  un- 
hallowed trophies,  the  British  bore  off  the  dis- 
trusts and  deiestallon  of  the  world,-  and  left  be- 
hind them  the  hatred  and  the  enmitv  of  Denmark. 
Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  the  British  Ministry,  or 
the  British  nation,  nave  gained  any  solid  advan- 
taffe'by  this  wanton  display  of  energy  T  Do  yon 
believe,  sir,  that  the  loss  of  character',  and  the 
enmity  of  Denmark,  are  compensated  for  by  the 
booty  of  the  Danish  fleet,  which  Oreat  Britain 
did  not  warn?  No,  sir.  The  one  might  excite 
in  the  nation  a  thoughtless  and  transitory  exulta- 
tion, but  the  others  are  durable  losses  and  staJDB, 
which  lime  iiself  cannot  wipe  away,  *o  long  as 
history  shall  remaia  lo  record  the  acts  of  mea 
aad  of  oaiions. 

The  neit*ffort  to  display  this  energy  makes  its 
appearance  in  Sweflen.  A  nation  flghling  foe 
ill  independence  against  all  Europe,  and  protected 
from  iheir  lawless  power,  more  from  the  iuacees- 
sibility  of  the  eounlry,  its  lakes,  morasses,  &e., 
iban  by  its  resources  and  arms.  Under  ihese  cir- 
cumstances, Sir  J.  Moore,  a  great  military  chief, 
is  sent  Iq  offer  to  the  King  of  Sweden  Ihe  aid  of 
British  co-operation,  probably  the  admission  of 
the  British  fleet  into  Swedish  ports.  How  was 
this  flattering  overture  received' hy  thai  monarch, 
in  the  depth  of  his  distress?  Sir,  he  instantlr 
saw  the  danger  of  British  perlidy,and  he  ordered 
the  messenger  lo  hecooGned — to  be  incarceraipd. 
But,  foriuoately  for  him,  he  escaped  in  disguise 
and  disgrace.  Far  this,  and  other  acts,  the  Kin^ 
of  Sweden  has  been  called  a  madman  ;  but,  sir, 
this  aci,  in  my  judgment,  serves  to  show  (hat  he 
is  a  statesman,  as  well  as  a  soldier.  The  British 
perfidy  towards  Denmark  was  the  cause,  and  the 
juHiflcation,  of  his  conduct.  He  had  jusi  seen 
ihe  British,upon  a  false  suggestion,  seize  upwia 
ihe  Seel  of  his  neighbor,  Denmark,  and  he  justly 
concluded,  that,  if  headmitied  a  British  fleet  into 
his  ports,  his  fleet  would  also  be  seized  opon.  and 
borne  off,  whenever  the  convenience  or  interest  of 
Great  Britain  should  reiiuire  it;  Here  sir,  are 
seen  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  per6dions  energy 

Sractispd  upon  Denmsrk.  And,  in  the  month  of 
uly,  180S,  Sir  John  Moore  returned  to  London, 
to  give  some  mysterious  and  unintelligible  ac- 
count cf  Ihe  disgraceful  is$ue  of  his  perfidiom 
embassy. 

About  (he  same  time,  those  generous  inferposers 
in  (he  affairs  of  other  nations  sent  a  fleet  and  arnry 
to  Portugal,  Iheir  friend  and  ally,  to  aid  the  Por- 
tuguese in  eipeltiog  or  subduing  a  French  army, 
(ben  in  (be  bosom  of  Iheir  coaolrf.     These 
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wretched  and  de«oied  people,  deMrted  by  a  weak 
■od  impotent  GoTernmeDi,  \e(t  almost  without 
the  iicallest  Ecmblance  of  iDteroat  police,  and 
HniSgliog  against  a  French  armr  in  ilieir  bosom, 
bailed  Willi  acclamations  of  joy  the  arrirsl  of 
theit  generous  delivererK.  And  what  happens? 
In  the  month  of  Sepiejober.  foilowiog,  a  conven- 
lion  for  the  evacuation  of  Portus^l  is  made  b; 
tbe  Brjiish  aod  the  French— the  Ponueueie.  the 
prioeipb  !□  the  war.  and  ihe-allies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, not  even  consulted — and,  upon  taking  down 
the  French  standard  of  despotism,  the  Porlugueie, 
with  indigULitiun  and  astonishment,  behold  un- 
farled,  in  its  stead,  the  Briiish  standard  of  des- 
poiiiin.. 

I  now  find,  sir,. from  the  London  newspaperi, 
bv  the  last  accounts  from'Potlaga],  that  a  formi- 
dable T^Ttj  has  risen  uj>  agaiosl  the  Regencf ;  or, 
in  plaip  Engiish,  against  British  insoleBce  and 
despotiaon — fur,  sir,  ihi;  cause  ot  the  Regency  is 
tbe  cause  of  the  British — and  is  not  this  tbe  nat^ 
oral  consequence  of  such  conduct  1  Yea,  sir,  that 
miserable  and  deroted  people  are  probably  divided 
in  opinion.  The  one-half  thinks  the  despotism  of 
their  Preach  oppressors  the  most  intolerable  ;  tbe 
othei-halC,  that  the  despotism  of  their  generous 
British  deliverers  is  still  worse. 

Spain  is  now  also  receiving  tbe  generous  inters 
position  of  this  energetic  Adminislralion.  -The 
tragic  scene  in  this  devoted  and  commiserated 
coaairy  is  not  yet  closed,  or,  at  least,  not  known 
here.  But,  I  should  not  be  a^  BI^  surprised  to 
hear,  bj  therery  next  ioteltigence  which  shall  be 
wafted  from  that  bloody  scene  of  action,  that  the 
leneroDS  Britons  have  run  away,  and  left  the 
Spanish  patriots  in  the  lurch,  and  have  forcibly 
home  iwiy  the  Spanish  fleet 'as  a  slight  reward 
for  the  generous  aid  afforded  the  patriots.  And, 
if  soch  should  be  the  fact,  Mr.  President,  do  rou 
not  believe  it  would  be  jastiSed  in  this  couol'ryl 
Tea,  sir,  some  old  rule,  or  some  new  rule,  or  some 
DO  rule,  would  instantly  be  hunted  out  for  its  jus- 
liGcatioa.  After  so  many  atrocious  acts  of  Qreai 
Britain,  aSecling  ihedearest  iotefesls  of 
couDiif ,  have  been  iusiiSed,  there  is  no  act  she 
cculdperform  towards  other  nations,  which  would 
leave  her  without  her  advocates  here. 

I  tarn  with  disgust  aod  mortification  from  ihi) 
horrible  picture  of  wrongs  infiicied  by  Oreal 
Britain  upon  other  nations,  to  a  recollection  and 
recapiiulation  of  the  injuries  and  insults  heaped 
upon  my  own  country,  and  particularly  by  the 
present  energetic  Adminisiralion  ;  and  I  feel  di 
graded  as  an  American,  when  I  review  and  re< 
oUect  our  patient  forbeaiaoce  under  them.anu 
pariieularty,  sir,  when  I  hear  one  of  my  feilow- 
citizens  say  there  are  no  causes  of  war ;  watt  for 
a  farther  accumulation  of  injuries  and  insults.  1 
hope,  tir,  1  am  mistaken  in  the  views  I  have  of 
theeansesof  war.  A  discovery  of  the  mistake 
might  rdieve  me  from  feelings  which,  as  an 
American,  I  caanot  but  possess,  but  wbich  1  am 
unable  lo  describe.  But,  sir,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentleroea  with  more  certainty  and  pre- 
cision [oihe  injuries  and  insults  ioHicted  on  us, 
I  hare  reduced  the  disgusting  catalogue  to  wri; 


tins.  Sir,  I  believe  that  nearly  conlemporaneons 
with  the  deter raination  of  the  British  Ministry  to 
seize  tbe  Danish  fleet,  was  its  determination  to 
jjlunderaod  destroy  American  commerce.  The 
principle  of  that  determination  ajiplied.  witb 
qusl-  force  lo  both  natiohs.  It  was  exclusive 
lominioo  OD  the  ocean;  and  as  one  false  su^ev 
ion  was  made  tbe  pretext  for  seiziof  the  Danidl 
leet,  so  another  suggestion,  equally  fatse^  was 
made  the  pretext  at  once  for  the  destruction  of 
commerce,  and  for  sowing  the  seeds  of  di- 
)a  amoog-  our  people.  '  Tdat  false  sug^;ea- 
was,  sir,  that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States  was  acting  under  French  influence,  and 
engaged  tn  some  secret  negotiation  with  the 
French  Emperor  for  some  rtdteulous  and  vision- 
ary division  of  tbe  United  States.  .  The  succeaa 
of  this  falsehood,  and  the  extent  of  its  circula- 
tion, &.C.,  ere  now  pretty  generally  known  ta 
all  parts  of  the  United  States.  Without  anf 
further  prefatory  ohservaiiOas,  therefore,  let  me 
---  '  to  you  the  catalogue  of  injuries  and  insulta 
:ted  by  Qreat  Britain,  on  the  United  State*. 
I  think  it  probable,  sir,  t'have  omitted  some,  be- 
une  it  Js  s  subject  to  which  I  turn  my  mind 
ith  disgust,  and  from  it  with  pleasure. 

Catalogut  of  BritiMh  Injuriei  and  IntuUt. 

Impressment  of  American  seamen. 

Seizing  and  confiscating  our  vessels  upon  va- 

ous  uoauihoiized  pretexts. 

Blockading  our  ports,  seizing  Tesaria  entering 

erein,  and  sending  them  lo  some  neighboring 
pons  for  condemnation. 

Firing  at,  and  detaining  coasting  vessels  with- 
io  our  acknowledged  jurisdiction;  mutderinga 
citizen  in  these  acts  of  wantonness. 

Viola,ting  our  neutrality  hy  destroying  a  French 
ship  of  war  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  thus  en- 
titled to  protection. 

Attacking  a  public  armed  ship  of  the  United 
States. 

Riflinic  some,  and  mordering  others  of  her 
rt^w.  Refusing  atonement  for  these  outrage!. 
Regulating  and  restraining  our  commerce.  Col- 
onizing and  taxing  us  by  Orders  of  Couaeil,  n- 
diiced  to  the  form  of  law  by  an' act  of  Pstlia- 

Inieiferiog  in  our  political  concerns,  by  invi- 
ting our  citizens  to  Violate  our  laws,  and  by  puh- 
lishiog  a  letter  from  the  British  Secretary  of 
State,  by  way  of  appeal  to  the  people  against 
their  own  Ooveramenl. 

Forcing  a  contraband  trade  with  armed  ships, 
&c. 

Mr.  President,  am  I  miAakeo  in  these  fhcta,  or 
are  they  troel  If  true,  air,  is  there  a  gentlemaa 
here  present  prepared  to  tell  the  American  peo- 
ple that  all  these  injuries_and  insults  have  been 

inflicted  upc-   ■' ■- 

atonement  ft  

cause  of  war?  That  their  honor  and  interest  da 
n«t  demand  war,  that  they  are  not  yet  sufficient- 
ly degraded^  but  must  wait  for  a  (greater  accu- 
mulation of  hijuries  and  insults !  But,  air,  per- 
I  mit  toe  to  press  this  inquiry  ilillfurthec.    Ila  ina> 
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pottance  demands  it.  It  is  of  ihe  last  imporiaoce 
lo  the  people  to  uodenitBod  it  correctly ;  that  noi 
a  doubt  should  be  Kuspended  over  the  facis.  Sir, 
I  have  faiil  tivice'  berpre  this  ie.i»ion,  and  I  now 
■ajr  a  third  lime,  and  I  bfg  geDtleraen  to  answer 
me  eiplicilly.  yea  or  nay— 1  have  twice  said,  and 
I  DOW  say  a  third  (ime.  that  Great  Britaiii  by  her 
Orders  in  Council,  now  reduced  lo  the  form  of 
law,  has  abridged  the  rights  of  national 


mgnly,  that  she  has  colonized  and  taxed  ihe  peo- 

Iile  of  the  United  Sutea,  Here  let  me  Mop,  sir ; 
at  me  single  out  these  acts  alone,  end  ask  gentle- 
nteo  if  Ihey  are  ttuel  Genilemen  have  not  de- 
nied ibein  ;  gentlemen  rariDot  deny  them.  Well, 
air,  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  leli  the  people  of 
■he  United  Slates  that  Great  Britain  has  abridged 
tbeir  rights  of  national  sovereignly,  ibnl  she  has 
GotoDized  and  taxed  them,  and  perseveres  in  so 
doing,  and  in  the-  same  breaih,  and  at  the  same 
time,  to  leli  them  there  are  no  causes  of  war, 
that  they  must  wait  for  further  injuries  and  in- 
anltti  I  I  hare  ao  much  conSdence  in  the  intelli- 
gence and  patrioliim  of  the  people  in  every  sec 
lion  of  the  Union,  that  I  do  not  believe  such  lan- 
guage would  be  justified  or  even  tolerated  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.  No,  sir,  the  people  of 
Boston,  enveloped  as  they  are  with  prejudices, 
would  repel  Ihe  degrading  expostulation  if  it 
were  fairly  presented  to  their  Tiew  and  consider- 
aiioQ.  Bnt,  sir,  I  propose  to  press  ilie  examina- 
tion of  this  subject  still  further.  I  'propose  to 
aelect  two  or  three  of  tbe  most  formidable  and 
intolerahle  acts  of  outrage  from  the  disgusting 
eatalof^ue,  and  to  besiow  on  them  a  more^riiiCBl 
attention.  These  will  be  sets  of  the  present 
ergctie   Administration.     I   suppose   Ihat   other 

ginilemen  cannot  understand  the  Ordi 
onneil  as  I  do ;  if  they  did,  it  would  be  i 
aible  for  an  Aroerican  to  6Set  an  apology  fur,  or' 
even  a  palliation  of  them.  They  shall,  there- 
fore, receive  my  first  attention;  First,  as  they 
aflect  our  rinhii  of  national  soveTeignty ;  second- 
ly, as  they  aflect  the  different  occupations  of  com- 
Eaerce,  agriculture,  and  fishing;  thirdly,  the 
pretexts  upon  which  they  are  attempted  to  bs 
jastified. 

The  Orders  of  Council,  now  reduced  to  the 
form  of  law,  abridge  our  national  sovereignty, 
in  undertaking  cbereively  to  regulate  our  com- 
merce, in  defiance  of  oar  own  laws  and  the  laws 
of  nation?,  and  iti  aubjecling  it  to  heavy  taxes  or 
tribute.  The  power  to.  regulate  tbe  commerceol 
the  United  Slates  with  foreign  nations,  is  given 
by  the  people  lo  CoEgreas.  These  Orders  of 
CoUDcil  undertake  lo  regulaie  it  by  force,  and  ir 
tiefiance  of  the  laws  of  Congress.  Indeed,  thi 
orders  extend  their  regulaiioQ  of  it  fonlier  than 
Congress  Ik  authorized  to  do,  by  the  people;  foi 
tbey  have  charged  our  exports  with  heavy  duties 
which  Congress  is  prohibited  from  doing  by  ibi 
Constitution.  Great  Britain  may,  by  municipal 
regulations,  lay  any  lax  she  pleases  upon  the  ex- 
ports of  our  produelions  from  Great  Britain,  bul 
•he  baa  DO  right  to  force  our  commerce  into  ber 
ports  for  tbe  purpose  of  cotleclini  a  tax  from  it, 
nor  aubjettiog  it  to  capiura  -ana  coBdemnatioa 


ny  departure  from  the  rules  she  prescribes 
onduciing  it  upon  the  ocean.  Submission 
to  these  regulations  would  be  tlie  surrender  of 
•■  of  the  most  essential  attributes  of  national 
reignty,  and  would  justly  exclude  us  from. 
the  family  of  nations  because  we  should  thereby 
consent  lo  be  excluded  from  the  exercise  of  soms 
of  the  essential  rights  of  sovereignty,  which  are 
.ndispenaable  lo  iTie  equality  of^naiions.  This 
result  is  so  plain,  that  I  suppose  that  there  can  be 
^ut  one  opinion  respecting  it. 

But,  sir,  I  am  the  more  disposed  to  examine  tfa« 
operation  of  |hese  orders  upon  the  different  occu- 

E aliens  of  commerce,  agrtculiurfl^  and  fiithinK, 
ecaiise  I  have  lately  heard' it  said  and  repeated, 
that  they  merely  affect  the  o'ccapalion  of  com- 
merce, and  as  a  consequence  resulting  from  Ihia 
interpretation  of  them,  it  is  said  thjit  thciner- 
chants  maf  go  out  and  lake  care  of  ihemselvea. 
This,  sir,  is  an  extremelv  fallacious  suggestioa, 
and  gentlemei],  pariicglarly  agriculiuriMs,  ought 
to  be  very  cautions  in  adopting  it.  This  mistake 
has  probably  arisen  from  the  want  of  a  due  coa- 
•ideration  of  the  subject.  Il  has  arisen  from  the 
want'  of  discriminating  between  the  right  of 
commere?,  or  rather  the  right  of  regulating  com- 
merce, of  prescribing  Ihe  rules  for  conducting  it, 
and  the  occupation  of  the  merchant.  The  right 
of  commeice  is  a  naiionat  right';  it  belongs  to 
the  nation  coUecliVcly.  The  occupation  or  tbe 
exercise  of  the  right  only  belongs  to  the  mer- 
chant. The  right  to  carry  on  commerce  doea 
not  belong  to  the  meichanl  exclusively;  anf 
Dlher  citizen  may,  if  he  .choo»:es,  exercise  the 
right;  but  these  Orders  of  Council  aflect  boib 
the  right  of  commerce,  and  ihe  occupaiion  erf 
commerce;  they  also  afl'ect  the  right  of  agricul- 
ture, and  of  fishing,  still  more.  They  aficct  The 
occupation  of  cdmmerce  by'limilin;  ila  extent 
and  objects;  but  the  principle' of  the  orders  once 
admitted,  it  will  regulate  the  occupation  of  agri- 
culture, and  probably  destroy  the  occupation  of 
fishing.  If  submitted  to,  it  would  probably  lea- 
sen  the  value  of  every  farm  in  the  United  States, 
as  well  the  l^rms  upon  the  water,  as  the  farms 
upon  the  land.  Apply  tbe  orders  to  the  articles 
of  either  flour,  cotton,  tobacco,  or  fish.  I  will 
select  two  articles  only  for  the  purposes  of  illus- 
tration ;  but  tbe  operaiiou  of  tbe  orders  wiU  ap- 
ply equally  to  at!.  Take  tobacco,  for  example. 
According  to  the  orders,  every  hogi^head  of  to- 
bacco eiporied  from  the  United  States,  is  to  be 
carried  first  into  a  British  pArl,  there  to  pay  aa 
export  duty  of  three  dollar:  per  hundred  weight, 
before  it  can  be  permitted  to  God  its  way  to  the 
Conlinenf  of  Europe,  where  il  is  principally  con- 
sumed. The  value  of  the  article  to  the  grower 
is  upon  an  average  about  $6' per  hundred  weight. 
The  merchant  in  purchasing  the  tobacco  of  ihe 
ajower,  will  telt  I»im,  your  tobacco  is  worth  $6^ 
but  I  can  give  you  three  only,  because  I  am  cota- 
pelled  to  call  in  Great  Britain,  and  there  pay  the 
other  three  to  make  up  the  price  to  ibe  British 
treasiiry,  and  besides  to  incur  all  the  charges  of 
ihe  ports,  and  the  circuity  of  the  voyage,  &c 
The  same  observations  w-'l  apply  with  equal 
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force  to  erarf  other  ariicle  of  agriculture.  And 
ibui,  tb«  priniciple  of  ibe  Ortlera  of  Council  Duce 
•obmitled  lo,  will  enable  Qreat  Btitain  as  effec- 
t»ilf  to  rrgulate  the  variods  occupalions  of  ag- 
licalinre,  as  if  she  were  permitted  lo  say  at  once 
the  colonials  may  raise  grain,  &c.,  but  tbey  shall 
Dot  nise  tobacco,  &c.  If  you  permit  her  to  im- 
pose taxes  at  pleasure,  an  any  of  your  proilui^ 
tioDS  on  iheir  vray  across  the  ocean,  to  tbeir  mar- 
ket  of  consumption,  she  can  in  (hat  way  as  effec- 
tDiIly  prohibit  its  cuIiiTaiion,  aa  if  sfae  veie 
tDlboriied  lo  prohibit  it  in  the  first  Instance  by  a 
posiufe  prohibitory  regulatiop.  The  effect  -of 
(be  principle  in  eacb  case  is  the  same,  the  only 
difference  consists  in  the  mode  or  (be  medium 
ihroiwh  which  iheprinciple  is  effectuated.  It  is 
not  likely  Great  Britain  would  discourage  the 
ealtiTUioD  of  grain,  because  she  generally  re- 
qoires  the  importation  of  a  certain  quantity  for 
her  own  cousumption.  But  if  Ibe  Orders  of 
Cooncil  were  to  be  submitted  to,  living  iti  a  part 
of  (be  country  where  1  hare  an  election  to  culti- 
rate  grain  or  tobacco,  I  should  certainly  abandon 
Ibe  cuUiiaiion  of  tobacco  alttigether,  because, 
charged  with  the  present  export  tax,  I  am  p^r- 
Niaded  it  would  aSord  nothing  to  the  grower. 

Now,  &ir.  let  me  see  how  these  orders  are  likely 
to  aperaie  on  ibe  American  fisheries,  and  Amen- 
canfiBb.  I  belieTe  no  American  Gsh  is  elLowed 
to  be  eoosumed  in  Gteat  Britain;  yet  alLtbe- 
Americaa  £ib  carried  to  foreign  markets  for  eon- 
lomptJOD,  must  dnt  c^ll  at  a  British  port,  and 
there  paf  a  duty.  I  do  not  recollect  ihe-precise 
kmouQi.  [^Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryla[)d,  said  ninety 
ceals  per  quintal,]  I. do-not  know  the  proportion 
tha,v  this  lax  bears  lo  the.  whole  value  of  the 
quintal,  but  it  is  not  material  to  my  illustration. 
AduHi  the  principle,  and  the  proportion  of  the 
tax  lo  the  value  of  the  articles  can  be  varied  at 
(be  pleasDte  of  the  British  GoTernmenl.  When 
you  come  lo  lecoilecl,  sir,  (he  extreme  jealousy 
anertaiued  at  ali  times  hv  the  Brilish  Govero- 
ment  of  the  American  Ssheries,  the  importance 
they  atuch  to  their  own  fisheries,  as  (he  nursery 
of  their  seamen,  and  as  alinost  indispensable  to 
the  protperity  of  Iheir  navy,  would  you  not  con- 
clude, sir.  that  the  farms  upoo  the  ocean  were  in 
as  much  cjaoger  from  the  operation  of  the  Orders 
of  Council,  as  the  farms  upon  the  Land  ?  And  I 
be^  genilemea  more  particularly  interested  upon 
this  inbject  to  give  these  observations  a  fair  and 
impartial  consideration. 

Bat,   Mr.  President,  this  suggestion   of  with- 
holdiag  the  protection  of  the  Qovetument  from 
commerce,  I  conceive  wholly  inadmissible';  for, 
exclusively  (if  many  other  consideratiopsiit  must 
have   been   (he  result  of  some  Tcry  cursory 
ftectioBS,  or  superficial  obseiva(ions,  upon  the  e 
tudaihe  GovernDBent  has  assumed  in  relation  to 
revenue,  or  an   entire  miscomprehension  of 
Sir,  the. occupation  of  commerce  is. as  much  e 
tilled  ta  the  protection  of  the  Government  as  ai 
other  occupalioa,  and  an  abaodonrpeni  of  it 


t  of  any  other.    Once  avow  that  prinoiple, 


ve  it  understood  by  foreign  nations  (bat 
mmerce  is  abandoned  to  its  fate,  and  its 
prosperiiy  is  impo!isible,  ils  destruction  is  inevi- 
table, Its  very  prosperity  would  produce  its  de- 
uciion,  by  inviting  the  cupidity  and  violence 
of  foreign  nations.  Bui,  sir,  ibe  altitude  the 
Government  has  taken  upon  the  subject  of  reve- 
forbids  the  abandonment  of  commerce-  AI- 
your  whole  revenue  is  derived  from  com- 
:e.  You  have  dispensed  with  your  internal 
taxes,  and  your  only  internal  resource  is  derived 
from  the  sale  of  your  public  lands.  Whatever 
nay  be  the  productiveness  of  that  fund  hereafter, 
t  is  not  now  more'tban  equal  to  one-twentieth  of 
:be  demands  of  the  Government.  Hence,  sir,  the 
QoveTBment  must  either  aObrd  protection  lo 
the  internal  taxes.  Can 
you  doubt,  sir,  which  of  ihese  alternatives  the 
Government  would  choose?  We  are  told,  eir, 
Ihercare  prejudices  against  a  navy,  fknow  there 
and  I  believe  I  have  partaken  of  them  as 
I  any  gentlemen  in  the  United  Slates,  and 
:  much  committed  to  the  nation  upon  that 
point.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  at 
be  time  of  discussing  the  question  of  crealinga 
uvy,  fomjerly  and  at  the  present  time,  are  ex- 
.remely  different.  Our  commerce  then  was  com- 
paratively  small  to  what  it  now  is.  The  pro- 
posed expenditure  upon  (he  navy  would  have 
been  nearly  equal  to  the  Whole  annual  product  of 
le  derived  from  commerce.  The  rev- 
derived  from  commerce  is  nearly  quad- 
rupled, and  besides,  at  that  time,  our  commerce 
was  almost  exempt  from  foreign  aggressions.  Its 
present  prosperiiy,  and  unprotected  stale,  has  in- 
vited aggressions  from  abroad,  and  unless  it  is 
protected  it  will  be  destroyed. 

Whatever  my  prejudices  or  opinions  may  Jiave 
been,  or  may  now  be  upon  this  subject,  I  am  DOl 
weak  and  obstinate  as  to  suppose  that  those 
prejudices  or  opinioas  can  conlrol  the  practical 
progression  of  numan  affairs,  nor  that  there  is 
any  consialcpcy  in  applying.tbe  same  opinions  to 
a.  different  state  of  circumstances  and  events. 
These  must  and  will  control  prejudices  and  opin- 
ions. Mr,  President,  OQiwiilistaDding  all  the  ex- 
isting prejudices  against  a  navy,  I  now  confident- 
ly express  an  opinion,  that  if  you  con(inue  to 
draw  your  revenue  through  the  medium  of  com- 
merce, if  that  commerce  should  continue  to. 
prosper  and  increase,  and  if  foreign  cupidity  and 
violence  should  continue  (o  exist,  you  will  have  a 
navy  to  protect  your  commerce.  1  consider  the 
effect  as  certain  as  any  other  eSect  produced  by 
irresistible  causes.  When  this  effeci  will  lake 
prejudices  will  be  overcome, 
or  the  next,  or  at  some  more 
not  pretend  to  say;  but  that 
>me  time,  is  as  certain  as  that 
II  happen  that  is  impelled  b.y 
The  extent  of  this  protection 
will  depend  on  the  discretion-of  iht  GovernmeDI, 
and  there  is  a  security  against  its  beinfc  carried 
too  far  by  the  great  preponderating  influence  of 
the  landed  and  mechanical  interests  of  (he  Uni- 
ted States.    The  present  igeasures,  dictated  by 


place,  when  these 
whether  this  yeai 
future  time,  I  will 
it  will  happen  at  i 
any  other  effect  n 
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ihe  preseat  state  of  ibbgs,  are  ia  m^  judgineni 
peculiarly  fsTOrable  lo  (he  acceUradoii  of  ihis 
r«suli }  and  1  am  surprised  that  our  Eautern 
friends,  ioslead,  of  encouraging  tiiem,  should,  be 
ihrowiog  absiruciioDs  in  the  way.  A  re»alt  at 
all  times  so  desirable  to  them,  and  so  well  calcu- 
lated lo  give  them  tbat  weight  ia  tbe  scale  oT  fhe 
Union  wbich  they  now  seem  to  think  they  do  net 
po.uess,  but  which  they  hare  lately  manifested 
great  anxiety  to  possess. 

Whilst  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, permit  me  to  express  my  deep  morliSca' 
tion  and  regret  at  the  uofortuaate  differences  of 
opinion  which  exist  bciweeo  tbe  Eastern  and 
Southern  people  respecting  our  foreign  relations. 
Iwill  not  examine  into  the  causes  of  these  dif- 
ferences of  opinion,  because  it  might  excite  un- 
pteasaol  feelings  in  some  gentlemen,  which  I  wish 
particularly  to  avoid.  These  differences  are  the 
more  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  all  know  that 
oar  interests  aie  common  in  that  respect;  and 
tbat  in  relation  to  each  other  they  are  peculiarly 
moiual  and  reciprocal.  Never  were  there  people 
whose  ocoupalioDs  rendered  their  interests  more 
mutual  and  reciprocal  than  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  people  of  this  Union,  whose  wants  and 
supplies  were  better  suited  to  each  other,  or  pre- 
sented fewer  points  of  ri?aiship.  The  Eastern 
p«ople  have  ships  and  seamen, and  delight  inem- 

[iloyment  upon  the  water;  the  Southern  have 
ands,  and  delight  in  agriculture.  Their  produc- 
tions too  are  Bulky  and  heavy,  and  peculiarly 
suited  to  furnish  employment  for  the  Eastern  car- 
riers, not  only  coastwise,  but  for  foreign  trade- 
The  Southern  people  hare  no  desire  to  enter  Into 
the  competition,  but  are  perfectly  content  lo  per- 
mit their  Eastern  friends  to  take  the  trouble  of 
carrying  their  productions  to  the  markets  of  their 
coDBumpiion,  and  to  enrich  themselres  from  the 
fruiti  of  their  labors  and  their  speculations ;  yet, 
noiwilhslanditig  all  these  things,  and  nolwilh- 
atandin^  wc  all  know  the  horrible  consequence) 
of  diviBioos,  we  still  witness  alarminj  differcpces 
of  opinion,  which  hare  not  only  encouraged  and 
iorited  tbe  interference  of  a  foreign  nation  incur 
political  concerns,  but. have  aho  pervaded  social 
intercourse,  and  even  materially  lessened  the  «n- 
joyments  of  society.  And  after  all,  Mr.  President, 
permit  me  emphatically  to  ask  you,  to  whose,  or 
to  what  good?  Why,  sir,  our  foreign  adversaries 
may  pront  hy  our  divisions,  but  they  are  equally 
destructive  to  the  real  interests  of  all  parlies 
among  oorselves. 

Sir,  without  pressing  this  subject  further,  may 
1  not  be  permitted  to  indulge  the'  flattering  hope, 
that  when  these  solemn  truths  shall  be  presented 
to  the  serious  reflection  of  all  the  people  of  ihi 
United  States,  in  every  quarter  and  seclion,  iha 
they  may  be  impelled  bf,  a  sense  of  common  in 
terests,  and  common  dangers,  to  unite  heart  am 
hand  against  our  common  adversaries;  and  not 
withstanding  present  appearances,  that  oat  un 
fortunate  differences  of  opinion  may  Anally  even 
tuate  in  renewed  acts  of  reciprocal  kindness,  con 
fidence,  and  friendship  7 

PentaitmeDow,  ^r,toiDqaice  into  the  pretext* 


upon  which  the  British  Ministry  undertake  lo 
lify  theseeiiraordinary  Orders  in  Gouncil,and 
ill  venture  to  assert  (hat  they  will  be  found 
both  false  and  insincere.  The  pretext  set  up  for 
Ihe  justification  of  these  orders,  is  suggested  lo  be 
founded  on  the  right  of  retaliaiioa  upon  their 
enemy.  The  right  to  retaliate  through  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  is  said  to  be  founded  on  the  culpable 
neglect  of  their  Government  lo  resist  French  ag- 
gressions upon  ilieir  neutral  rights,  by  whicK  it  is 
pretended  thai  Oreat  Britain  has  sustained  an  in- 
jury, and  Ihus  claims  a  right  to  counteract  the 
injury  through  the  United  Stales.  Upon  the  same  * 
eipxl  France  claimsand  eierciseswhal  she  calls 
e  same  right,  in  consequence  of  the  culpable 
'gleet  of  the  Unitefl  Slates  in  not  resisling  the 
Igressions  of  Qreat  Briiain.  The  suggestion  of 
ch  is  lalse  in  fact.  Ttie  United  Stales  have  not 
eo  guihy  of  any  culpable  abandonment  of  ili 
rights  in  relation  to  either  of  tbe  aggressing  bel- 
ligerents. Tbe  Oovernment  has  conslantfy  in- 
ierposed  all  reasonable  resistance  to  the  aggrcs- 
s  of  both  ;  of  which  reasonable  resiilance  it 
the  proper  jutlge;  at  least  it  was  entitled  to  its 
full  share  in  the  decision,  and  any  forcible  resist- 
ance to  thai  decision  when  made  was  an  act  of 
war.  I  do  not  therefore  -propose  lo  enter  into  the 
question,  whether  Qreat  Britain  or  Prance  first 
commenced  their  aggressions,  since  both  were 
properly  and  rensonably  resisted.  But,  if  I  were 
10  express  an  opinion  upon  this  question,  I  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Great  Britain 
first  began,  and  so  far  France  has  more  pretexts 
for'her  conduct.  There  Were  many  acts  of  tb« 
most  serious  aggressions  commiued  by  Oreat 
Britain,  linder  pretended  blockades,  befor?  the 
Berlin  decree;  and  the  impressment  of  Amerieaa 
seamen  was  contemporaneous  with  the  com- 
mencement ofthe  war.  (a)  Thiswasnol.and  ia 
not  thelessadact  ofnggres'sion,  because  it  is  stale, 
has  been  long  practised,  and  because  we  are  bn- 
bitualed  lo  it— but  it  was  not  acquiesced  in.  It 
was  met  by  reasonable  remonstrance,  and  resist- 
ance, and  therefore  is  no  jusliScalionof  the  French 
decrees;  but  at  the  same  time  it'  takes  away  even 
the  shadow  of  a  pretext  from  Great  Britain  upon 
the  question  of  who  began  lu  do  wrong  finl ;  for 
there  is  a  reciprocal  condemnation  of  each  other, 
and  so  far  a  joint  exculpation  of  us,  at  least  from 
the  commencement  of  the  wrong  to  either.  But, 
air,  let  me  now  ezntnine  the  pretext  of  Ihe  British 
Ministry  according  to  Mr.  Canning's  own  expo- 

The  acts  of  France  complained  of  are  admitted 
by  Mr.  Canning  nuw  to  be  merely  nominal  in  rela- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  that  they  are  utterly  harmless 
and  conleinplibfe,  thai  Ihey  have  ceased  lo  be 
mischievous,  operative,  die.  Yet  he  tells  ymu  that 
he  will  not  revoke  tbe  Orders  in  Council  fnr  fear 
bis  motives  in  doing  so  may  he  mistaken;  not 
thai  it  is  not  in  ilBelT  jusi  and  proper  to  revoke 
ihem,accordingto  the  principle  of  retaliation  upon 
which  they  were  originally  adopted ;  but  mereljr 
for  fear  his  motive  ia  doing  an  act  of  juslioe  and 
propriety,  mtty  be  mistaken  or  misconceived  by 
others.    But,air,  letushearhiminhisowawordi: 
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"The  strnKgle  h»  been  Tiewed  bj  other  Pow- 
ers, not  without  sn  apprahensioD  that  it  might  ba 
(atal  to  this  coantrr.  The  Brittah  Goiernment  haa 
tm  disgiiised  from  ilaelf,  that  tba  trial  of  nich  an  >x- 
periment  might  be  aiduooa  and  long,  though  it  baa 
neiei  doubled  of  the  fioal  iiaue.  Bbt  if  that  iaaue, 
aucb  aa  the  British  GoTernment  conGdentlj  at^li- 
cipelcd,  haa  proTidcaltally  trriied  much  aooner  than 
conld  cten  h&TO  been  hoped-,  if  >lhe  blockads.of 
the  cmlineDt,'  as  it  has  beeo  triumphant!;  stjled 
by  the  elum;,  ia  raised  even  beroro  it  had  been  well 
eatabtirbed,  and  if  that  B;atcm,'[)f  which  eilent  and 
coBtiDDit;  veie  the  vital  principlea,  ia  broken  up  ioto, 
fragmefits,  utterly  harmless  and  contemptible,  it  is 
neferthclcn  important  in  iho  highrBt  degree  to  the 
reputation  of  thu  country  (a  reputation  which  conati- 
tntea  ^reat  part  of  her  power)' that  this  disappointment 
of  the  hopea  of  her  cnemiei  abould  not  have  been  pur- 
chaaed  by  any  eonceaaion  ;  lliat  not  a  daubt  ahoul^  re- 
main to  dietaijt  times  of  her  determination  and  of  her 
abilrly  to  have  continued  bcr  rcsislBDce,  and  (hat  no 
step  whidi  eAuM  even  miatakenly  be  conatrOed  into 
cDBcvaaion,  ahonid  be  taken  on  bar  part,  while  the 
Mnallaat  link  of  the  coDfsderac;  ramained  undisaolved; 
or  while  it  can  be  a  qneatioo  whether  the  plan  de- 
viaed  for  ber  dcatractian  haa,  or  haa  not,  cither  com- 
pletely &iled,  or  been  unequivocally  abandoned." 
[Conning  lo  Finkney,  &/j(.  23,  IBOS.] 

"The  purpose  of  this  tetter  ia  not  to  renew  the  discus- 
■ion  upon  the  subject  of  your  proposal,  but  merely  to  clear 
up  any  BiiaunderatandinB  which  bad  eiisled  between  ua 
ID  the  rourse  of  that  diacuBsion.  I  Cannot  conclude  it, 
however,  without  adverting  very  shortly  to  that  part  of 

?>ai  letter,  in  which  jou  argue  that  the  f^lurc  of 
rsnce  in  (he  attempt  to  realize  her  eigantic  pr^ect  of 
the  annihilatioti  of  the  commerce  of  this  countrj 
moves  all  pretext  for  the  continuance  or  the 
taliatory  syatent  of  Great  Britain.  Thia  impotcncy  of 
the  enemy  to  cany  his  projects  of  violenca  and  in- 
jiutitc  into  execution,  ID igbt,  with  more  propriFty,  be 
pleaded  with  him,  sa  a  motjia  for  witbilrawing  docrcea 
at  once  ao  indefensible,  and  aolillle  effu^acious  for  their 
putpoae,  than  represented  ae  creating  an  obligation 
upon  Greot  Britain  to  deaiat  from  Ibose  mrasurea  of  de- 
IcDiive  retaliation,  which  those  decreca  have  nei:e!!ss>ily 
occasioned.  If  the  foundation  of  the  retaliating  aystem 
of  tjreat  Britain  wu  (n«  we  contend  it  to  liave  been) 
anginally  jaat,  llulayatemwiD  be  juatifiabiy  contintiedin 
fnnc,  JI04  M  loBg  only  as  Iht  decrees  which  prodnced 
itaiemiacfaievouslyap«rative,btitaDtiltheyanuaequiv> 
ocaOj  abandoned;  and,  ifitbvtbua  connatent  withjua- 
tkeUiperEevere  ill  that  system,  it  ia  surely  no  mean  mo- 
tive of  policy  Jorauchpeneverance,  thataprematnre  de- 
pannre  from  it,  while  the  enemy'a  original  provocation 

U  the  efficacy  of  the  decrees  of  France,  «nd  might 
bdd  out  a  dangerous  temptation  td  that  Power  to  resort 
to  the  same  ajalem  on  any  future  occaijion."  [Can- 
natg  to  fiiUmey,  Nov.  SS,  I80B.] 

What,  sir,  does  Mr.  Cunning  here  tell  us? 
Why,  sir,  on'  ihe  22d  of  September  last,  that  ihe 
French  blocltading  decrees  were  then  broten 
Op  into  fragmeo^s,  utterlr  harmless  and  cun- 
tempiible;  aad  on' Ihe  22d  of  November  fuliow 
ing,  ihai  they  bad  ceased  to  he  miscbievou^ly 
openiire.  &c.  &c.  Reialiaiion  may  be  deBne.l 
«n  iojary  reiu-roed  for  a  wrong  received.  Well, 
sir,  iTthe  Uoit«d  Stales  bad  doDb  no  other  wrong 
to  Gteat  Britaio  but  neglecting  to  repel  the  wrong 
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of  France,  and  the  wrong  of  France  ceased  to 
produce  Boy  injurious  consequences,  vby  nut  re- 
voke tbe  orders  infliciing  ilie  mast  destrtictive 
injuries  upon  .  Ihe  United  States?  Why,  Mr. 
Canning  in  substance  tells  us,  not  thai  it  would 
be  wrong  to  do  ro,  bai  he  is  afraid  (hat  the  world 
would  mistake  his  motive  fordoing  right.  And, 
sir,  is  Ihe  commerce  of  the  United  Stales  to  be 
desiruved,  the  people  in  be  colonized  and  taxed, 
and  the  nation  to  be  insulted  and  degraded, 
merely  because  Mr.  Canning  fears,  if  he  should 

ing  to  do  so  may  be  misconceived  ur  raislabenl 
And  are  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  be 
told  that  all  these  injuries  and  insults  are  to  be 
continued  merely  to  expiate  Mr.  Canning's  idle 
and  pretended  fvars,  that  his  motive  for  his  coa- 
duct  Tuay  be  luisiaken?  Wtiai,  sir,  can  be  more 
derogatory  to  the  character?  what  more  inju- 
rious to  the  interests?  wliat  mire  insulllnK  to 
the  underntanding  of  tbe  American  pe6ple7  Yel, 
air,  we  are  lold  there  are  no  causes  of  war!  We 
must  wait  for  more  degradation !  Sir,  Mr.  Can- 
ning lells  us  be  thinks  this  is  no  mean  motive  of 
policy  for  Continuing  these  orders  after  the  origi- 
nal causes  ceased.  Sir,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
think  against  Mr.  Canning  upon  this  sobjeci; 
but,  air,  I  think,'  and  I  know  tbal  it  will  be  a 
mean,  an  infinitely  mean  motive  of  policy  on 
our  part  lo  submit  to  his  injuries,  bis  insults,  and 
bis  degradations,  as  well  aa  his  absurd  and  sophis- 
ticated exposition  of  bis  motives  for  them.  But, 
sir,  permit  me  again  to  ask  if  the  United  States 
had  not  a  right  to  judge  of  the  extent  and  mod* 
of  misting  the  French  decrees?  They  certainly 
had,  and  did  so;  and  after  having  made  their  de- 
cision in  those  respects,  a  contrary  hostile  decia< 
ion  hy  Great  Btilaia  whs  an  act  of  war  against 
the  United  Stales;  and,  according  to  her  owa 
principle  of  retaliation,  the  proper  act  of  retalia- 
tion on  their  part  was  aq  act  of  war,  not  indeed 
through  the  ribs  of  a  third  innocent,  uDoflending 
party,  but  directly  back  upon  herself,  and  it  ought 
instantly  to  have  been  resorted  to  upoa  her  re* 
fusal  lo  revoke  her  hostile  orders. 

Bu^sir,  permit  me  lo  put  this  doeltioe  in  a  sf  ill 
stronger  point  of  view.  Tlie  right  of  retalialioD, 
I  presume,  is  equal  and  reciprocal  among  all 
naiions,and  when  the  British  Ministry  ventured 
to  retaliate  upon  their  enemy  through  ns,  they 
adopted  that  policy  upon  their  own  responsibility; 
Lhey  subjected  themselves  to  all  its  consequences; 
we  certainly  had  a  right  to  adopt  a  counieraeiiug 
policy;  war  would  have  been  the  natural,  legiti- 
mate, and  correct  act  of  retaliation.  But,sir,st)p- 
posel  were  oow,ioaspitit  of  mitigated  retaliation, 
to  propose  10  pass  a  law  impocing  a  duly  equal 
10  one-hair  of  ttie  value  uf  all  tbe  original  produc- 
lioos  of  Great  Brifaiu,  and  direct,  that  all  her  ves- 
sels sailing  with  such  productious  either  to  Span- 
ish America,  or  any  of  the  American  Indies  or 
isles,  or  to  any  other  place  under  tbe  protection 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  should  first  call  at  some 

?krt  of  the  United   States,  either  Boston,  New 
brk,  Baltimore  or  Cbarleston,and  there  par  the 
tribute;,  and  if  they  failed  or  refused  so  to  do,  to 
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suihorize  our  armed  ships  lo  capture  and  bring 
them  LD  fur  condeninaLJon  ;  woulii  notlhe  propo- 
silioD  bclhousliiFUlrava^Dt  and  monslrou;?  ibe 
proposilJoD  of  a  madinan  7  Yei,  sir,  it  would  be 
more reasonnbU  than  [be  Orders  in  Couocit,  whicb 
are  the  same  la  aubslance.  but  were  adopted  willir 
out  proTocaiion  or  preiexi.  Tes,  sir,  ine  pretext 
ii  false,  it  is  iaainceie,  3'he  real  ground  of  ihe 
Orders  in  Council  will  be  found  lo  the  aettled 
delerminatioD  of  the  British  Cabinet  to  moaop- 
olize  the  commerce  of  the  world,  or  to  render  il 
■ubservteul  to  their  own  views  and  iaterests,  and 
particularly  toiovolvein  tliiii general  dpstrucliaD 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  1  draw 
this  conclusion  oot  only  from  Mr.  Canning'! own 
prevaricating  letters  and  sophisticated  expositions, 
but  from  various  jniimaiiani  to  that  effect  by  the 
British  jurists,  and  particularly  from  a  late  pam- 
phlet, written  il  is  said,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Minisiry.and  for  the  express  purpose  of  prepariug 
the  British  Qaiioa  and  [be  world  for  ibe  m 
pretcnaioo.  Indeed  the  production  is  asi 
the  elder  Mr.  Rose,  one  of  the  most  influential 
advisers  of  the  Cabinet,  and  it  is  extremely  pri 
bable  we  shall  see  the  doctrine  openly  avowed  in 
the  British  Parliament,  now  expected  lu  beinses- 
•ioD.  The  pamphlet  is  eolirled  "Hints  to  both 
Parties,"  from  which  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  few 
eztraelt : 

"ThcOiderain  Council  have  bees  atigmatiied, 
baing  at  once  abaurd  and  contemptible,  in  relinqnlBbiilK 
the   principla  of  right  on  which  their  justiGcation  ia 
foDndad,  for  a  paltry  conaiderBtion  of  pounds,  ihillings 
and  pence.     But  how  oan  that  meaiore  be  ilaemed  ab- 
iojd,  ivbich  it  once  unites  intereal  and  policy  T     And 
•0  far  from  rendering  Great  Britain  contemptible,  bow 
can  she  poaaiUy  anuma  a  more  dignified  character, 
than  in  thus  ihaning  (be  wsrld  that  Bonsparte,  with 
all  fail  dependent  Kinga,  are  but  her  tribuuries;  that 
they  can  receive  no  articla  aitber  of  comfort  or 
wilbout  paying  an  acknowledgment  lo  her 
anpratnacy,  and  contributiiig  *°  *^  cipenaa  of  carrjing 
on  tiiat  war,  which  Ih*  amtntion,  injustice,  and  aggres- 
liona  of  their  tyrant  bavfr  rendered  necasaaiy." 

Here,  sir,  we  see  ■  picture  ofthe  famastie  and 

Sigantic  attitude  which  the  inflated  pride  of  Qreai 
IriinJn  bas  assumed.  Banaparle  and  all  his  de- 
pendent Kings  are  her  Iribniaries,  paying  tribute 
to  her  treasury,  and  homage  to  her  pride.  Vfhf, 
■ir,  to  be  sure,  this  dreaming  delusive  vision  must 
beverf  fascinating  to  British  pride,  and  gratifying 
to  British  cupidity,  and  I  should  have  said  noth- 
ing about  the  Ministry's  indulging  themselves  in* 
these  delightful  reveriea,  if  Ibey  had  not  included 
the  United  States  iu  the  magniflcenC  train  of  their 
humble  tribuiarieK.  It  is  true,  sir,  they  arc  not 
«xpreisly  included  in  this  aemence,  but  they  are 
made  so  in  fact,  and  it  was  intended  they  should 
be  ao  included,  as  I  shall  presently  show  by  ano- 
ther quotation  from  Ibis  ministerial  produciiou. 
Ym,  sir,  I  shall  presently  show  you  one  single 
word,  which  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  whole 
views  of  ihisenei^etic  Minisiry  in  relation  to  the 
United  Slates.  But  let  me  first  present  you  ano- 
ther ))BS9s^e,  sir,  which  will  serve  to  show  how 
far  this  Ministry  calculates  upon  efiecting  cheii 


objects  by  interfering  in  our  poliiical  concerns, 
and  by  fomenting  divisions  aui]  discontents 
iDong  us?  After  speaking  with  apparent  exult' 
.lion  of  the  assBsainaiion  ofthe  Emperor  of  Rut- 
ia,  in  consequence  of  his  interruptions  of  the 
trade  of  his  subjects  with  Great  Britain,  an  event 
impliedly  tdimtted  lo  have  been  produced  hy 
British   stratagem,  ibe  author  thus   proceeds  in 

Ifanj  further  olucidalion  of  the  principlo  to  wtuch 

event  is  aaciibcd  were  wanthig,  it  promisea  to  be 

found  in  Iho  United  States  of  America,  where  ibe  ctU- 
titators  of  the  soil  see  deprived  of  the  fruiLi  of  their 
labors,  and  the  merebuitB  of  their  commercial  SaiDa,by 
the  present  embargo,  'iliis  forced  stale  of  things  can- 
not be  of  long  contiouanco.  Already  bave  the  Vermon- 
lese  set  the  constituted  sulhorities  at  defiance,  anA  per- 
aittin  cariying  oti  their  Irade  with  the  Canadisna  acioia 
Lake  Chsmplsin,  while  the  northern  Slalsa  manifest 
strong  lymploms  of  discontenL" 

I  shall  only  remark  apoa  ihia  seuteoce,  thai  il 
serves  10  show  how  greedily  these  events  were 
seized  upon,  and  howgreatly  ihey  were  overrated, 
and  proceed  to  the  39Lh  page :    ' 

"  Prom  what  baa  liocn'  adduced  upon  the  aubjed  of 
privations,  it  may  be  inferred  thai  the  attempla  of  otbar 
Powen  to  injure  GreatBTitain,bj  pursuing  this  system, 
must  be  abortive.  But  it  is  not  so  witb  the  same  sys- 
tem adapted  by  Great  Britain,  in  retoUalion  upon  them. 
What  they  can  only  threaten,  she  can  execute.  While 
they  can  only  partially  restrict  her  commerce,  her  nsvsl 
superiority  gives  her  the  means  of  annihilating  theirs. 
The  people,  thus  reduced  to  misery  and  distreaa,  will 
consider  Uioir  rulers  sa  the  authors  of  their  auQeringB  ;. 
and  Ibis  sentiment  onCt  CTcitcd,  will  lead  to  revolt, 
through  revolt  to  revolution,  through  revolution  to  a 
change  ormessurea,  and  ullimstely  to  pesce.'' 

"  Let  then  the  principle  of  the  O^era  in  Council  be 
strictly  enforced.  When  the  enemy  feels  thrpreaiuro 
of  our  ritaliations,  and  relsieshis  decrees,  we  should 
reject,  instead  of  admitting  those  commoditiea,  by  the 
■ale  of  which  be  procures  leaourees  for  bis  revenue, 
gives  relief  lohis  subjects,  eneoura|;es  them  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  and   reconcile*  them  to  hia  sn- 

Here  air,  we  see  ih«  vital  principle  of  all  out 
wroags,  of  all  our  sulTerings.  It  is  the  supremacy 
of  the  British  navy.  yVhat  others  threaten,  Great 
Britain  can  execute.  While  her  'commerce  is 
protected,  she  has  the  means  of  annihilating  the 
commerce  of  others.  But  this  is  not  all  of  the 
horrid  picture  which  is  here  exhibited.  Although 
the  British  navy  is  admitted  to  be  the  destructive 
machine  for  inflicting  all  the  wrunss  upon  Ihe 
people  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  they  will  be  told  to 
look  for  the  real  cause  of  their  suSerings  to  their 
rulers,  as  the  authors  of  them;  and  Ibis  senti- 
ment once  excited,  will  lead  to  revolt',  through 
revolt  to  revolution,  through  revoluliou  to  a 
change  of  measures.  &c.;  and  thus  the  people  are 
to  be  deluded  nnd  made  the  unsuspecting  instru- 
iments  of  their  own  slavery  and  sufferings.  And 
Mr.  President,  permit  me,  with  the  laost  humili- 
ated feelings  as  nn  American  citizen,  lo  ask,  whe- 
ther the  course  of  events  in  this  country  has  not 
corresponded  precisely  with  iheHC  aulidpalions  I 
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•nd  vhclher  there  be  a  doubt  (hat  the  anlbors  or 
Ihrse  aniicipstions  hare  also  been  insltu menial 
in  praclisiDg  these  delusions  tipoQ  the  people  for 
the  purpose  of  eSeciing  their  objects,  aod  reali- 
ziog  [heir  calculalioas  and  predictiuna  1  Bui,  Mr. 
PresiJeuE,  may  we  not  iodufge  the  pleasidg  hope, 
that  these  unfoTtunaie  delusiaiis  uf  the  people  are 
aeail;  at  rd  eod  1  nr  that  they  wilt  be  go,  as  aoou 
aa  (he  real  authors  of  their  delusions  Bud  lufieringi  ' 
■re  pointed  out  la  them  1  I  will  now  turn  over 
lo  the  nest  page,  and  there  you  will  find  the  kay 
vbieh  uolocks  the  whole  iniquitODi  tIswb  of  lhi« 
CDCi^Mic  Ministry  (owarth  the  United  Biate*. 
Tbeaulbot  »  urging  the  couuiry  ^ntlemni  in 
Englaiid  to  unite  with  the  Ministry  in  this  gigan- 
tie  project  of  uniTersBl-daminion  on  iheoacau, 
and  thus  he  eipresiea  himself: 

"Muj  geDtlemen  connected  with  the  landed  inler- 
cat  oppoted  the  aubditntiDn  of  augur  for  corn  in  the 
^tilleiiei,  u  s  di«coungeB>ent  lo  the  igrieultun  of 
Gnat  Britain.  Hon  much  more  itrongly  ought  they 
to  oppoaa  iheM  ticenica  to  Inde  iO,  the  itapie  com- 
ModitioofFraace  and  Holland;  not  onlyon  th«  uma 
principle,  but  on  every  contideralion  of  H>und  policy  1 
Tha  foimer  mManre  ia  lemptiraiy,  tba  latter  ia  penna' 
BODt.  The  fonner  pvea  relisf  and  enoonrageaiBnt  to 
vox  own  aabjecta ;  tba  latter  Kivea  relief  and  eiiGour- 
*(«meQt  to  our  cnamiea.  1'he  ibmer  proaiDteB  the 
■Bneiilliire  of  our  onncoloni«;  the  latter  piamtuw 
&e  agrkBllore  of  oor  eneqiin.  The  former  enables 
DH  to  conmme  an  ailditional  quantity  of  augac,  which  ia 
pud  for  in  British  corn,  or  msaufaelurea ;  ncitber  of 
which  are  taken  in  eidiuige  for  the  commoilitiea  im- 
ported under  the  litter.  The  sugar>  imported  under 
(be  fcrmer,  are  brought  home  in  BritMb  sbipa,  and  add 
to  that  cairying  trade  which  is  the  nunerytrf  our  naval 
■trangtb;  the  uljelai  imported  under  Uie  latter,  are 
bnmi^t  in  foreign  Tenela,  and  increaaa  the  naTal 
•bvBgth  of  other  Powers.  Let  the  country  gentlemen, 
then,  umle  their  efiblts,  and  support  the  causa  of  Brit- 
■ah  Mmneite,  and  the  British  navy,  againat  the  agrt- 
cvltare,  the  commerce-,  and  lhe'na*y,of  oni  enemiea 

Here-  the  United  Stales  are  expressly  included 
i^  this  Meoe  of  general  dealraclion  meditated 
•gxinsi  coiniirer<;e.  Enemies'  ot  rirals!  The 
wofd  riTflU.  sir,  is  the  liey  whicli  unlocks  the  de- 
BgBs^P  ihc  Ministry  Rgain»l  the  United  Btatee. 
I)o  you  suppose,  sir,  the  author  did  not  know  the 
nraniitg  of  the  word  rivals,  or  that  it  wan  slipped 
in  witboot  design?  No, sir,  it  was  intended  to  lell 
the  British  nation  that  they  mast  not  slop  at  (he 
dcairaciioa  of  Ibe  commerce  of  their  enemies. 
Th«  desirnetion  must  be  indiscriminate;  it  must 
tximd  to  rivals  as  well  as  enemiei.  And,  sir, 
wboatctheriTRlaofQreat  Britain  in  commerce? 
The  UoiletJ  Stales,  tad  the  United  States  alone. 
The  term  rlTaln,  is  as  descriptive  of  the  United 
Blatra  as  the  tertn  United  Stales  itself.  I  think, 
air,  from  ibe  cooibiaed  ioQuence  of  all  the  prece- 
ding circnraslances,  it  ia  demonstrated  beyond  & 
doubt,  that  all  ourauSerings  arise  from  the  settled 
deleimination  of  the  British  Ministry  tO  exercise 
escIosiTe  domiaioti  anoa  the  ocean.  To  moa[)|>- 
olize  the  commerce  of  ihe  world,  or  render  ilsUD- 
■errieot  to  British  views  atid  British  ii 

.Permit  me  now,  sir,  to  select  andlher 


a  towards  the  United 


Stales  for  a  few  animadverfians.  I  i 
their  interfering  in  our  poliiiral  concerns  in  many 
re.'pects,  but  pnriicularly  by  holding  out  indoce- 
mentsto  our  citizens  lo  violate  our  laws;  and 
even  appealing  to  the  people  against  their  own 
Government,  by  some  invisibk  agency,  I  allude. 
sir,  to  the  order  (6)  issued  shortly  after  (he  pass- 
ing of  our  embnrgo  laws,  for  receiving  vessels 
which  should  viorale  those  laws,  even  without 
the  customary  papers;  and  to  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Canninc's  leilct  addresaed  lo  Mr.  Pinkitey 
on  the  23J  ol  September  last,  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers printed  in  Boi^toa. 

I  consider  both  these aeis  as  highly  insiiliine  to 
the  American  people  and  Goverameni,  end  ibey 
ought  to  have  been  repelled  with  indigjiatioD,arid 
would  have  juniUed  hostility  itself  Sir,  in  issu- 
ing this  order,  the  Brttisli  Ministry  appears  to  me 
to  have  sei  a  dangerous  example  to  other  nations, 

Birticularly  to  the  United  Stales,  because  the 
Dited  Slates  might  retort  her  favorite  retatla- 
tory  system  upon  her.'elf.  Suppose,  air,  immedi- 
aiety  upon  the  receipt  of  that  order  in  the  coun- 
try, the  United  Slates  had  reloried  b^  passing  a 
law  holding  out  inducements  to  British  sesmeu 
to  desert  from  their  ship;,  and  to  afford  them  pro< 
teclion,  end  eyeo  to  promise  them  protection  and 
rewards  upon  bringing  in  the  shijjs  ibemselvea, 
Do  you  think,  sir,  that  Great  Britain  would  have 
be?n  altogether  free  from  apprehensions  as  to  the 
effects  of  such  ft  retaliatory  measure  7  The  Brit- 
ish fleet,  sir,  is  extremely  formidable  to  the  Qot- 
ernmenl— the  flofiting  dungeons  and  severe  disci- 

Eline.  not  always  palatable  to  the  seamen.  Th^ 
ave  several  limes  been  very  much  out  of  humor, 
and  it  it  impossible  to  foresee  the  coniiequences  of 
the  inducements  the  United  States  have  in  (heir 
power-to  offer  the  disaffected.  Bui  sir,  thia sub- 
ject presents  another  consideration  to  my  mind. 
Id  the  year  1793,  Great  Britain  entered  into  the 
war  against  France  solely  upon  the  ground  of  re- 
sisting' the  spirit  of  disorganization,  which,  it 
was  alleged,  France  was  introducing  inio  all 
oatioDs.  It  was  for  the' alleged  act  of  separating 
the  people  from  iheir  Governmeoi.  Now,  air, 
bow  is  Great  Britain  likely  lo  wind  up  the  war  1 
'Why,  sir,  she  seems  now  to  have  become  the 
champion  of  the  very  svsiem  against  which  she 
originally  entered  into  tKe  war.  She  now  seem* 
to  have  become  (he  commoD  disturber  of  the 
peace  of  all  nations.  Surely,  sir,  the  British  ila> 
tion  or  Parliament  uever  cat),  uponouolrefieciioo, 
approve  of  ibis  profligate  act  of  its  Ministry. 

Let  mfc  now,  sir,  implore  your  most  serious  &I- 
lentioQ  to  the  publication  of^Mr,  Canning's  letter 
in  the  Boston  newspaper.  '  The  litne  and  eireum- 
stances  attending  its  pnblicalionaggraTBle  the  act. 
It  was  DD  unpardonable  insalt,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
pelled with  indignation.  Particularly  iasultin{[ 
was  it  10  those  for  whose  use  it  was  more  imme- 
diately intended.  Is  it  possible  that  the  British 
Parliament  or  nation  can  justify  this  act  of  aban- 
doned profligacy  7  In  (he  cases  of  Genet,  Yriyo, 
&c.,  their  Ministerial  functions  were  suspended. 
Their  recall  was  immediately  requested,  aad  cam- 
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plied   wi:h.     Iq    ibose   cases,   ibe   aulbors  were 

ICDown-,  in  this,  be  is  concealed.  Tbe  publica- 
tion is  conducted,  or  directed,  by  an  iavisJble 
hand.  But,  sir,  the  set  is  not  tbe  less  disbonor- 
able  or  repr^heusible  on  that  acciiuul. 

No,  sir,  the  author,  skulkiog  from  public  view, 
stamps  the  character  of  tbe  transaction  with  pe- 
culiar dispracs.  Insults  of  ibis  kind,  sir,  hare 
beeu  practised  upoo  the  British  Government  and 
nation.  Let  us  see  bow  insults  of  this  nature 
were  received  and  treated  by  that  Qo»ernuien( 
and  nation.  Several  cages  of  this  nature  have 
occurred  in  Great  Britain,  but  1  will  seleM  one 
in  point,  which  occurreil  in  the  time  of  Qeorge 
the  First,  in  tbe  year  1727.  It  will  be  found  re- 
corded in  "Belsham's  Memoirs  of  George  the 
First,"  pa^es  192, 193,  and  in  the  proceedjogs  of 
Parliament  of  thai  day,  in  reference  !□  thai  sub- 
ject. These  I  have  examined,  and  find  them 
still  more  pointed  than  tt)^  historical  account  of 
,  particularly  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
.ir«m.,n..  ™i,.-k  ,.g  highly  wo'rttijf  of  imiia- 


of  Common 


They  are  contained  in  a  very  large  book, 

[  therefore  declined  brineing  it  to  the  Senate. 

The  case  was,  sir,  that  the  Imperial  Resident  at 


and  Iiht 


tbe  Court  of  London,  Count  de  Palm, 
siructed  bv  His  QovernmeDt  to  present  to  His 
Briiaonic  Majesty  a  slrong  aitd  pointed  meiaorial 
asainst  certain  expressions  or  intimations  in  the 
King'sSpeech  to  Parliament,  which  were suggejt- 
ed  by  [he  Imperial  Court  lo  be  unfounded  and 
false,  as  they  probably  were,  ic,  &e.,and  to  pub- 
lish the  memorial  for  the  information  of  tbe  Brit- 
ish nation.  How,  sir.  did  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  naiion  receive  and  repel  this  insult  1 
Sir,  it  was  received  with  univeria!  detestation, 
and  repelled  with  universal  indignation.  It  hush- 
ed, for  the  moment,  tbe  spirit  of  party.  It  was 
deemed  an  insult  to  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  in  Great  Britain,  &c.,  &■«.  Bui,  sir,  let  me 
give  you  the  account  in  the  words  of  the  histo- 

"  With  the  m«inorial  »I<o  WsB  tranemitted,  from  Vien- 
na, a  letter  from  the  Chaoconor,  Count  Zinzandorf,  to 
Count  Palm,  eipresilj  commanding  him,  in  Iha  name 
of  Hii  Imperial  MajeBly,  after  preaenting  tbe  memorial 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  to  publish  it,  losether  with 
die  letter  annexed,  for  the  information  of  the  British 
nation.  The  Chancellor  Ziniendorf  affinna.in  this  let- 
ter, that,  -it  ia  eaay  to  aee  (hat  ths  speech  wai  made 
for  no  other  purpose  butto  eihort  the  nation  to  a  rai>- 
mre  and  open  war  wittltho  Emperor  aod  Spain,  and 
to  make  the  Parliament  approve  the  precipitate  and 
burdensome  meaiures  which  the  OoTernmeal  has  taken 
for  private  ends,  too  well  known.  That,  on  the  first 
report  of  tbeu  false  suppofitioiia,  the  Emperor,  and  die 
King  of  Spain,  in  order  to  silence  them,  proposed  a 
formal  act.  de  non  ogendenio,  into  which  all  the  con- 
tracting parties  of  the  Treatiea  of  Vienna  and  HaifO- 
ver  might  enter,  till  such  lime  aa  a  definitive  agreement 
might  have  taken  place,  but,  that  this  propoution  was 
reieeted.  He  aaj»  that,  the  articles  Of  the  quadruple 
alliance  are  eiprBaaly  and  publicly  laid  down  as  the 
analterable  baais  of  the  Treat;  of  Vienna,  and,  that  to 
affirm,  that  by  a  aeeret  pact,  concluded  ct  the  aame 
time,  engagements  have  been  entered  into  by  their  Im- 
perial and  Catholic  Majesties,  repngnant  to  the  same. 


is  an  onlrageoUB  inanit  to  the  majeaty  of  the  two  con- 
tracting Powers,  who  have  a  right  to  demand  a  repara- 
tion proportioned  to  Ibe  enormity  of  the  afl&ont.  And, 
that  the  tiigb  contracting  parties  b^d  no  other  view 
than  Ihatof  making  peace  between  themselves  without 
injuring  any  One  else.'  The  allcgationa  contained  in 
this  letter  and  memorial  seem  but  too  wall  founded,  bnt 


William  Wyndham,  and  all  the  leadera  of  oppontion 
in  Padiament,  warmly  concurred  in  the  addreaa  pre- 
sented to  the  Throne  on  this  ocoaBU)D,and  which  pass- 
ed the  House  without  a  diaaentient  vole.  And  aa  order 
w«a  lent  to  M.  de  Pahn,  signil7ing  '  that  tbe  said  Palm, 
having  delivered  into'  the  hands  of  Hia  Majeaty,  at  hi« 
late  audience,  a  memorisl  highly  injurious  to  the  honor 
■nd  dignity  of  his  Cnmn;  and  having,  also,  publicly 
dispersed  the  aame,  with  a  letter  from  tbe  Count  d« 
Zinzendorf  to  him,  the  said  Palm,  still  more  insolent 
than  the  memorial,  Hia  Majesty  looked  upon  him  no 
looget  as  public  Minister,  and  required  bun  forthwith 
to  depart  out  of  this  kingdKm.'  " 

Here,  sir,  we  find  the  Imperial  Resident,  ihe 
Count  de  Palm,  immedialely  ordered  out  of  tbe 
country,  and  the  nation  rising;  into  Instant  war  to 
repel  die  insult  and  retrieve  the  wounded  honor 
of  Ihe  nation.  Here,  tirj^we  God  the  bicketine* 
of  party  silenced;  we  find  every  bearl  unilea; 
we  find  thebpposiiion  facing  about,  and  the  whole 
nation  presenting  a  hostile  front  to  the  authors 
of  the  insult.  Can  you  believe,  Mr.  President,  ibal 
a  nation  which  feels  so  jijst  a  sen :'ibility,  when  ma 
insult  is  inflicted  by  others  upon  itself,  cao  for  » 
moment  justify  its  Ministry  in  inflictlnga  simi- 
tar insult  upon  another  nation?  Cau  you  belisre. 
sir,  that  the  British  nation  or  Ministry  caa  be[ 
any  respect  for  those  for  whose  use  the  publication 
was  intended,  whet)  you  contrast  their  conduct 
with  thegenerousand  correct  conduct  of  the  Brit- 
ish  Opposition?  ^  When, insteadof  rousing  every 
American  feeling  to  repel  the  insult  with  indigr- 
nation,  it  seems  to  have  been  received  with  com- 
placency, and  directed  to  its  iniquitous  end!  And 
shall  we  be  compelled  to  beliere  that  all  honora- 
ble feeling  is  lost  and  bnried  under  the  dominant 
influence  of  party  sensibility  ?  '  Surely,  sir,  this 
cannot  be  an  attitude  which  any  parly  would  wish 
to  assume,  and  thus  present  itself  either  to  tbe 
American  or  the  Btitish  nntionl  Yet,  sir,  the 
only  difierence  in  the  character  of  the  insult  in 
the  twDCBsesis,  that  in  one  tbe  author  was  known 
and  avowed,  and  in  the  other,  he  secures  himself 
by  his  invisibility.    But,  sir,  if  ihe  author  of  the 

EHblication  be  an  authorized  British  agent,  and 
e  will  avow  himself  in  a  bold  and  manly  way,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  haoughl  ijistanlly  to 
besentoBt  of  the  country,  let  the  consequences  b« 
what  they  may.  Sirjin  no  country  in  the  world 
ought  this  point  to  be  held  more  sacred,  and  tbe 
insult  more  firmly  repelled  than  in  the  United 
Slates,  where  our  presses  are  under  no  restraint — 
where  not  only  freedom,  but  licen tiousness,  char- 


acterizes «]i 

.  .-does  not  stop  here.  Let 
me  select  one  other  act  for  a  single  animatlveraion. 
Tbe  Brilisli  are  now  drivhig  a  Ojrced  trade,  in  tio- 
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Iilion  of  DDr  Uws,on  our  SouiherQ  frontier;  nnd 
whihlit  demonaliates  the  imporlKnce  of  our  com- 
merce to  their  prosperit)',  it  at  the  same  time  de- 
grade* Ds  below  the  Spanish  colonies;  for  they  do 
Mmetimes  resist  such  aggressions,  but  we  take 
them  with  patient  lorbearanee  aod  quiet  sobmis- 
sioa.  Lcl  me  now,  sir.  compare  the  injuries  aod 
insalts  received  by  the  tlnilfd  Slates,  and  by  other 
nations,  from  Great  Britain,  and  contrast  the 
Tesistaoce.  Sir,  I  wish  I  could  ipare  myself  the 
nia  and  morliRcalioo  of  performiDg  this  task; 
Kit,sir,  1  deem  it  indispensabie.  it  is  a  sacred 
duty  I  owe  to  the  people,  and  most  be  performed. 
Sir.tbe  demand  opon  Denmark, whilst  obserrin^ 
an  nonest  nentralily,  was,  to  be  sure,  flagitious, 
buiit  was  resisted  by  war.  The  overture  to  Swe- 
den, whilst  -in  the  depth  of  dislrees  and  difficul- 
ties, to  be  snre,  was  perfidious,  but  the  messenger 
was  ordered  to  be  incarceratied.  The  conduct  io 
PorlD^I,  whilst  weak — deserted  by  its  Qovero- 
mrat — conqaered  atmosf  by  a  foreign  host — was 
ernel  and  insulting;  but  it  was  repelled  with  in- 
dignation,and  perhaps  by  hostility.  The  horrid  ca^' 
lasirophe  of  the  bloody  tragedy  in  Spainis  not  yet 
known;  and  as  my  mind  is  perfectly  exempt  from 
eren  the  semblanee  of  a  wish  to  exaggerate  Brit- 
ish outrage,  so  f  will  suppress  my  aniicipatioas  in 
lelation  lo  the  fate  of  the  Spanish  fleet.  Whilst 
the  United  States,  more  injured  aodinsolled  than 
all  these  nations  together,  are  alooe  to  bear  with 
patient  meekness  and  long-sufi'ering;.and  the  gal- 
tanl,  hnnorable,  and  high-minded  Anierican  peo- 
ple In  be  told  there  are  no  causes  of  war ! — that 
they  must  be  still  more  humiliated — still  further 
degraded]  Wail, with  patience,  till  anotlier  cit- 
alogu'!  of  injuries  and  insults  shall  stain  t!je  fair. 
vnsnllied  page, of  yonrnational character!  Ana 
tome  men  g'O  so  far  as  to  recommend  submission 
altogether  l  Mr.  President,  the  love  of  peace  ia 
one  of  the  most  amiable  passioos  of  the  human 
mind.  It  is  fondly  ch^rj>>bed  by'lhe  American 
people.  Bol,  sir,  when  it  degenerates  into  a  fear 
of  war,  it  becomes,  of  all  passions,  the  most  des- 
picable. In  it&  application,  it  is,  of  ell  others,  the 
most  onfortanate  and  ruinous  to  a  nation.  It  ez- 
eim  eoniennpl  and  invites  attack  from  abroad, 
whilst  at  home  it  dispirits  the  people,  and  disquai- 
ifin  them  from  exerting  the  energy  they  possess. 
Is  there  not  gronnfio  fear, sir,  that  Great  Britain 
haimistaken  the  character  of  the  people  and  Got- 
ernment  of  the  United  Stales  in  that  respect? 
And,ifso,ia  it  of  DO  importance,  to  undeceive  her? 
Aod  how  can  this  be  done?  It  can  only  be  done 
by  manly,  open,  direct,  and  honorable  war.  Let 
war,  fheo,  iir,  be  openly  resorted  to,  and  »igor- 
oiBly  conducted.  Gire  the  people  an  opportunity 
of  retriering'  their  character,  or  at  least  of  pro- 
claiminglheir  true  character  to  the  world.  It  will 
eien  be  found  economical  of  blood  and  treasure; 
it  will  in  the  end  be  favorable  to  peace  itself;  for, 
■ii — permit  me  to  borrow  an  appropriate  and  em- 
pbaiicaleipressronof  a  gentleman  from  Connec- 
licntjfMr.HiLLHonsE)— it  will  be  a  war  for  peace- 
Yes,  sir,  as  thai  eentiemao  expresses  it,  we  must 
fight  for  peace.  Without  war,  or  fortunate  eveDta 
abroad,  1  am  satisfied  we  can  hare  no  peace. 


fear,  Mr.  President,  I  am  trespassing  too  much 

the  kind  indolgence  of  the  Senate,  but,  sir,  I 
loot  cDoclude  my  observations  without  ezam- 
ngthe  most  prominent  objections  urged  against 
rar  with  Great  Britain.  This  f  propose  10  do 
with  candor  and  impartiality. 

The  Gr«t  objection  is  derived  from  the  snppo- 
sed  character  of  the  quarrel  in  which  Great  Bril- 
eng:aged.     It  is  said  she  is  fighting  the  battles 


That  she  is  flghting  merely  for  her  natale  golum, 
dtc.,  whilst  France  IS  con  tending  for  the  dominion 
of  the  world.  This  is  OM  the  true  character  of 
the  quarrel.  They  are  both  fighting  for  domina- 
tion ;  each  upon  the  element  to  which  he  can  ap- 
ply bis  power.  France  claims  domination  on  the 
land— Great  Britain  on  the  ocean.  But  it  is  said  if 
the  Emperor  of  France  should  succeed  and  de- 
stroy Great  Britain,  or  control  her  fleet,  his  power 
would  be  directed  against  the  United  Slates,  and 
they  would  be  the  next  victim.  This  is  a  remote 
and  extremely  improbable  contingency.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  chances  are  greatly  in  favor  of 
Great  Britain's  succeeding  in  the  contest;  and  I 
ve  that  out  situation  would  be  just  as  criti- 
cal, if  Great  Britain,  having  the  command  of  her 
fleet,  had  also  the  command  of  the  men  on  the 
contineol, as  if  France,  having  thecommand  of  the 
men  on  the  conlineoi,  bad  also  thecommand  of  the 
British  fleet.  In  either  event  we  could  expect  no 
mercy,  and  ouronlyrcliancefor  preserving  our  in- 
dependence would,  as  it  ought  always  (0,  be,  npon 
ourowncourageand'resources.  I  would, therefore, 
deprecate  either  of  these  events.  But,  sir,  whilst 
I  should  deplore  tbe  circumsiances  of  either  of 
Xhesenations  subduing  the  other,  I  think  the  chan- 
ces of  ullimjale  success  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 
I  will  state  a  few  of  the  grounds  of  ihis  opinion. 
Id  Great  Britain  the  Government  is  strong,  stable, 
popular,'and  from  her  insular  situation,  tae  nary 
afiords  tha  natiou  a  complete  protection  ngaiiisi 
foreign  invasion.  The  resources  of  Great  Briiain 
are  great,  and  her  people  brave  and  loyal,  &c. 
These  aSbrd  her  strong  securities.  In  France, 
the  order ,of  things  is  scarcely  settled.  The  dy- 
nasty is  new,  probably  depending  on  the  life  of^a 
finele  individual ;  the  chances  ofbis  death  alone 
and  the  probable  consequences  flowing  from  that 
single  event,  give  lo  Great  Briiain  a  better  pros- 
pect of  final  success  in  the  contest  thqn  any 
reasonable  calculation  of  probable  events  would 
give  France,  in  relation  to  the  conquest  of  Great 
Briiain.  This  consideration,  therefore,  has  no 
alarms  or  terrors  for  me.  It  Is  eerlainlv  a  mera 
possible  contiagency  against  every  calculation 
upon  probable  events — it  is  visionary.  But,  sir, 
where  does  this  sensibility— (I  will  not  call  it 
sympathy,  because  Great  Britain  has  no  feeling 
from  which  it  can  be  derived)  where,  I  say.  sir, 
does  ihissensibiiity  for  the  safety  of  Great  Brit- 
ain exist?  1  believe  in  the  United  States  alone; 
ceriainly  not  in  the  British  nation  norMioistry.  Let 
me  call  your  recollection  to  Mr.  Canning's  lan- 
guage on  this  subject.  Do  you  bear  him  express 
any  whiningfears  of  thelossof  national  exisiencel 
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any  limid  alArnis  /rom  the  influence  of  French 
power!  Whaidoeihesay,  airl  OntheSSdOf 
Seplernber  laet  he  tellH  you,  ihat  Booaparle's  gi- 
ganiic  proj«cU  of  dominBiioo  were  then  broken 
op  iDto  Oaf  meals,  utterly  harmless  and  eontempii- 
bfe.  And  on  (heSSJ  of  November  laiLlhalBoDa- 
part e's  decrees  were  merely  nominal;  ihat  frorn 
hi>  impoleucy  ihey  had  ceased  (o  be  iniscliievous 
in  praciice,  &.c.,'d^.  And  what  do  the  Ministerial 
pamphleteers  lell  you!  Why,  sir,  ihac  Bonk- 
parie  and  his  [rain  of  dependent  Kings  are  the 
Uibutaries  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  British 
ritals  alio  shall  follow  in  the  train  to  grace  the 
maf  nifieence  of  the  scene,  aad  shall  contribute 
their  homage  also  lo  the  suprem&cy  of  the  Brit' 
ish  navy  !  Is  thia  the  language  of  a  nation  strug- 
gling for  its  existence  t  Is  this  the  language  of 
a  nation  Itembling  with  alarms  of  subjugation' 
from  French  power?  No,  air,  the  British  nation 
kas  DO  auch  feelinzs  nor  appreheosiensj  this  sen- 
aibiliiy  exists  onfy  in  the  United  Suies.  If 
Oreat  Brilain  really  felt  these  alarms,  she  would 
feel  more  respect  for  the  fights  of  otber  nations ; 
-  ahe  would  moderate  bei  clairoi  upon  the  ocean  ; 
■he  would  leave  to  other  nations  some  little  share 
in  the  exercise  of  riglils  upon  ihui  element.  But, 
■ir,  where  will  this  argument  end  I  If  on  account 
of  some  remote,  improbable,  and  contingent  dan- 
ger, we  are  to  bear  all  the  wrongs  already  heaped 
Upon  us  by  Great  Britain,  when  ate  we  to  stop? 
When  will  the  load  become  loo  grievous  to  be 
borne?  I  wish  ihin  point  ascertained  and  fixed, 
that  Great  Britain  may  know  H\  as  welt  as  our- 
aelves;  for  there  is  no  doubt  she  will  pile  on  us  as 
long  as  we  will  bear,  and  perhaps  she  may  over- 
•tep  the  bounds  from  the  want  of  knowing  the 
limits.  Sir,  these  grounds  uf  objection  are  nnsub- 
ataolia);  i hey  are  nothing  more  than  mere  pre- 
teit*  for  indulging  our  habitual  predileiitions  for 
Great  Britain,  and  if  we  think  otherwise  we  de- 
ceive ourselves.  The  plauaibility  of  theae  sug- 
S'stions  may,  perhaps,  however,  have  extended 
eir  influence  beyond  the  sphere  of  Brittih  pre- 
dilections. Gut,  sir,  I  am  convinced  in  all  those 
eases,  it  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  due  cantid- 
eraiion  of  the  subject. 

The  onlyefiectH  of  en  taring  into  the  war  against 
Great  Britain,  would  be  loltssen  the  range  of  her 
commerce,  and  limi;  the  dangerous  influence  of 
her  navy,  and  thus  to  restore  lo  ourielves  some 
of  our  lost  commercial  rights.  But  hei  naikioal 
existence  even  in  that  case  would  not  be  endan- 
.  gered,  and  eren  iCit  were,  she  could  stop  the  war 
at  pleasure,  by  doing  us  less  than  juslice.(c) 

Indulge  me  now,  sir,  in  examining  another  ob- 

1'eciion  against  entering  into  a  war  with  Great 
Irilain;  which,  while  it  is  the  most  unaccount- 
able, has,  1  believe  more  influence  on  the  minds 
of  gentlemen,  than  all  other  considerations  taken' 
together.  It  i.i,  sir,  the  strnnge  soggesilon,  that 
the  British  Minitlry  hnd  refused  to  accede  to  the 
just  and  reasonable  propositions  made  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,from  a  belief  of  the  insincerity 
of  our  Governijient  in  conducting  the  oegoiiatioii ; 
and  that,  if  the  otferturt  could  Im  renewed  in  sin- 
cerity and  goDtl  faitb,  tl  would  be  accepted  oa  (he 


part  of  the  British  Go*ernmenL  Groundiesa  and 
extravagant  as  this  FUppositioo  is,  permit  me  to 
make  a  few  observaiioniion  it.  In  the  first  place 
I  woald  ask,  by  whom  have  our  negotiations  with 
"  '  Britain  been  conducted  siuce  the  cona- 
oflhe  presentAdministratioo?  First, 


part  of  the  Admio- 
during-his  agency  1  I  beJiere  not.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Kmg  entirely  approved  of  tbe 
course  pursued  during  his  titiie,  and  lam  sure  tbe 
Administration  highfy  aj^roved  of  his  conduct. 
Ibelieveit  was  Judicious,  honorable,  and  dignified. 
I  presume  nome  respect  tnigbi  be  paid  to  his  da- 
gotiations  by  F*Ederal  gentlemen,  for  1  believe  be 
has  not  yet  forfeited  tTieir  confidence,  if  I  am  to 
form  an  apiaion  from  the  votes  given  to  him  tat 
the  Viee  Presidency  at  the  late  election.  Tba 
Federalists  gave  him  all  the  votes  which  were  at 
their  disposal.  The  next  agent  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Sute*  was  Mr.  Monroe.  From  late 
ociiUrreaces  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe is  in  possession  of  the  knowledge  of  any  cir- 
cuinslaace  of  insincerity  againat  the  Administra- 
tion, which  he  would  withhold  from  the  public. 
Mr.  Monroe  has,  in  fact,  written  a  bouk.  He  has 
told  all  he  did  know.  Although,  sometime  aioce, 
we  often  heard  it  said,  he  could  tell  more  thao 
he  would  tell.  But  no  evidence  of  insincerity  bas 
yetappenred.  Our  preientai^ent  is  Mr.  Fiiiliney, 
He  is  a.  Federalist:  an  intelligent,  honorable,  and 
respectable  Federalism.  Some  confidence,  it  ia 
supposed,  might  be  paid  to  his  opinions,  and  com- 
munications. Yet  it  is  known  that  he  approves 
of  the  measures  of  the  Administration,  as  lar  as 
they  go,  but  he  would  go  further.  If.iiowever, 
sir,  geotlemea  disrespect  the  testimony  of  all  these 
witnesses,  let  me  present  them  with  another,  to 
whom,  upon  this  point  at  least,  the^  will  certaialy- 
yield  some  respect.  It  is  Mr.  Canning.  Although 
bis  desire  to  cherish  and  encourage  this  delusion 
may  clearly  be  seen,  through  the  prevaricaiioaa  of 
Ilia  two  last  letters  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  yet  he  ex- 
pressly teodets  Mr.  Pinckney  the  homage  of  bis 
respect  for  the  oandor  and  liberality  displayed  by 
Mr..Pinkney  in  conducting  the  negotiation,  and 
it  is  very  easy  to  discern  that  be  is  conopelkd  to 
respect  tbe  motives  which  dictated  Mr.  Pinkney'* 
instructions,  ((i)  But,air,it  was  placed  completely 
in  Mr.  Canning's  power  lo  put  tut  sincerity  of  out 
Government  to  the  lest,  by  accepting,  instead  of 
reiectiD^,  tbe  frank  and  reasonable.  propositioD 
offered  lo  him  by  Mr.  Pinkney.  His  rejection 
of  it  is  proof  positive,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  put 
thesincerity  of  our  Government  to  the  test.  Again, 
sir,  let  me  beg  your  attention  lo  another  coiisid- 
eration.  "Whatiivcr  errors  the  political  opponents 
of  the  President  may  fancy  they  see  in  his  general 
character,  their  prejudices  could  never  cifrry  them 
so  far,  as  not  to  exempt  him  entirely  from  the 
passions  of  political  ambitioQ,  and  personal  ag- 
grandizement. His  voluntary  retirement  from 
his  present  station,  is  irresistible  proof  of  his  ex- 
emption from  these  passions.  In  a  few  days  he 
goes  laio  a  chosen  retireraeDt,,to  enjoy  the  blei- 
■ings,  in  common  with  his  fallow'ciiizcna,  whicb 
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his  wisT  Adminisiratibn  has  iiprevd  over  Ms  fx- 
teudcd  country  ;  and.  sir,  Fa  hi.<  roliludp,  wiih  a 
bnri  orrrflowing  witb  graiilude,  I  aiDCFretjr  hope 
be  wilt  enjoy  all  the  hajipiness  which  is  (he  just 
lewird  of  the  atniablfnu]  ind  philanthropy  of 
his  characler.  But,  sir,  Bnder  such  ciccumsian- 
CM,  what  possible  inducrmmenutd  hp  haTeforan 
met  orJD'iiDeenijr  in  conducting  oar  foreigh  rela- 
tioo*?  What  possible  iodaeeraeni  cpuld  he  have 
toJBToUe  his  coantry unnecessarily  in  warf  In 
fail  reiiremPDt,  he  will  be  as  much  subject  to  Ibe 
good  or  bad  eoaaequencesof  bis  own  measures,  a* 
aof  other  ciiizen  ;  it  U  not,  tbereror?,  possible  to 
CoDceiie  ihal  he  would  adopt  ruinout  measures, 
wbile  be  himtelf  would  be  niitjeet  to  all  tbeir 
consequeacps.  No,  sir,  this  suggestion  of  insin- 
cerily  is  Dolhing  more  than  a  mi&eiable  deluiire 
Tiiion;  a  mere  catch  of  the  human  mind,  to  Ju- 
inAge  itself  in  it*  own  pauions  and  prejudice*. 
wbcD  there  is  do jtistificaiion  ihateau  t)edefiTed 
frMB  more  ■iibalaotial  cunsideratioDi.  It  is  the 
nrali  of  a  forced  suspicion,  for  the  want  of  sonte 
doeament  or  paper.aa  a'jusiiflealioD  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  ihe^e  anforlunste  peasioas.  Ohserre, 
UM>.  the  iaeoDsisieneiesand  aJxturdeoDtradlciions 
orgeailemeDlaboringaDderiheiDflaence  of  these 
TOssioni.  '  In  the  same  breath,  sir,  tbey  accuse  the 
President  of  luch  a  devotion  to  a  vain  philan- 
thropy and  ipeeulative  philosopby,axlo  Jisquaiify 
him  for  the  rugged  dolies  of  a  politician,  and  of 
■  an  iosiaeeril]' in  conducliQ^  our  foreign  relations, 
with  a  view  of  iovolving  ibe  United  Slates  ia 
war, in  direct  opposition  to  llie  habitual  and  dom- 
iaant  pasMons  of  his  mind.  Na.Eir.  the  President 
b  tbe  lorer  of  peaoe,  and  I  fear  that  his  amiable 
and  anzioDS  aolieitude  to  preserve  it,  tnay  have 
had  some  lendeacy  towards  rendering  war  iudis- 
peusiblc.  Sir,  these  prejodieesaad  jeatuusies, so 
eaiuetoily  indulged  by  geoilemen,  Uay  bare,  it 
i*  leaml,tlie  leoii  onfortuoaie  influence  upon  the 
iDtercvtsof  ihe  Americas  people,  and  upon  the 
ebanetcrofihe  Ameriean  oatioo.  Fur, ?ir,  when 
jealousies  and  prejudices'  once  take,  hold  of  the 
hnmaa  mint},  they  distort  all  fsctx,  they'  inren 
all  josi  inferences, and  ibcy  make  themselves  Ihe 
food  for  their  own  subnistenee  and  indulgence. 

Let  me  now,  sir,  solicit  your  attention  lo  one 
more  eoasideraiion  in  relatioo  to  this  subject..  If 
it  be  once  admilled  that  the  hostile  measures  of 
Great  Britain  against  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  are  dictated  by  the  settled  determina- 
tion of  the  Ministry  to  exercise  excluiive  domin- 
ioa  npoo  the  oceau,  you  will  Sod  in  that  prin- 
ciple aloa«  the.  solation  of  all  our  difficulties  in 
oar  Dcgoiiaiions  with  Qreai  Britain,  wrlliout 
resonin^  to  the  delusive  and  eiiriiTagani  suspi- 
cioa  i>f  an  insincerity  ou  the  part  of  the  Admio- 
iatratioo-  That  this  is  the  real  principle  wbieh 
haidieiaied  faer  measures,  I  thiitK  I  have  demon-i 
airaied  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt;  and 
nothing  but  adrerse  erenls  in  Burope,  or  war  by 
ihe  Daiied  Stales,  can,  in  my  judgment,  induce 
h^r  (0  recede  .from  a  principle  at  once  so  fasoi- 
naiioK  to  national  pride,  and  gratifying  to  mer- 
cantile cupidity.    . 

No,  air,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  if  Ihe  Admia- 


istration  wifre  lo  send  a  deputation  of  a  choBen 
hand  of  British  partisans,  even  headed  by  Mr. 
Brskine  himself,  that  the  British  Ministry  would 
not  sacrifice  tliis  favorite  visionary  project  of  ag- 
grandizement upon  the  aliar  of  their  combiaed 

question  of  mere  complaisance  between  the  two 
naiions.  It  ii  a  qufstion  of  power,  of  lawleit, 
unrelenting  power  on  tiue  side,  against  right,  an- 
questioBBble  uuasaaming  right  on  the  other. 

Mr.  President,  does  it  not  appear  from  are- 
view  of  all  the  facta  and  observaiions  1  have  now 
had  the  honor  of  presenting  lo  this  Senate,  that 
forbearance  hai  extended  to  its  utmost  limit; 
that  without  some  relaxation  on  the  (lart  of  the 
belligerents,  war  ia  inevitable ;  and  that  we  hire 
no  expedient  left,  bat  to  demonsii^te  by  our  own 
enereies,  both  to  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  bow 
much  more  interest  they  have  in  cultivating  our 
friendship  than  in  provoking  our  enmity  ?  Mr. 
President,  from  these  observations,  it'  will  be  also 
readily  seen  that  Ihe  proposiiion  before  us  la 
pitclied  to  a  key  several  tones  below  that  which 
my  wishes  and  my  views  of  the  public  interests 
would  strike.  I  hope,  ^ir,  it  is  still  within  ihe 
limns  of  national  honor  and  national  interests. 
Strike  only  one  key  lower,  sir,  and  I  fear  il  will 
sound  in  national  disgrace  and  dishonor.  How 
desirable,  therefore,  is  il,  sir,  that  we  should  all, 
of  all  parlies,  units  in  some  proposition  to  save 
the  honor  and  protect  the  inleresis of  the  nation? 
And  may  not  this  yet  be  hopt-d  for,  when  Fede- 
ralists) as  well  as  Republicans,  have  all  entered 
their  solemn  protest  against  subtDiiuiion?  After 
having  displayed  an  almost  unanimity  in  favor 
of  reiifilanee,  may  we  not  hope  for  an  equal 
uoanioiiiy  in  favor  of  the  extent  und  mode  of  re- 
sisiaocel  May  we  not  indulge  the  hope,  that 
gentlemen  who  differ  with  us  upon  politicul  sab- 
jects  generally,  will  now  meet  as  upon  this  prop- 
osition of  coociliaiion  and  concession'?  PariicQ- 
larly,  air,  when  they  must  know  and  see  the  dan- 
gers of  ttivision  I  When  other  naiions  have  lately 
presented  so  many  instruclions  and  horrible  ex- 
amples of  divisions  ;  that  at  all  limes  one  partvis 
as  much  the  victim  of  them  as  the  other;  ihat 
the  ruia  lo  both  is  equal  and  iodiscriroinate,  and 
the  advantages  alone  to  the  common  adversary 
of  both.  And,  sir,  can  il  benecessarv  to  Urge  any 
arguments  lo  those  who  hare  usually  associated 
in  political  measures  and  opinions  against  the 
ruinous  effects  of  itivislons  amongst  themselves? 
Sorely  not,  sir.  The  ruinous  efl«cts  inusl  be  ob- 
vious to  every  gentleman.  Is  it  not  better  ihen, 
air;  is  il  not  more  honorable,  wise,  and  magoaai- 
mous,  for  each  gentleman  lo  cnncede  something 
of  the  particular  views  which' he  has  taken  of 
our  difficulties,  to  the  varyittg  views  of  his  friend 
and  BKsuoiate,  than  by  pertiuaciously  adbi'ring  to 
(he  full  extent  of  his  own,  paralyze  and  destroy 
the  views  of  both  ?  Thespiritof  conciliaiioa  and 
concession  is  pectiliarlv  recommended  by  (he 
novehy  and  difficnliy  of  our  situation;  and  sure- 
ly, sir.  no  genlleman  has  yielded  to  its  influence 
more  reaJiiy.  or  lo  a  greater  extent,  than  myself. 
1  could  not  (I've  a  aironger  example  of  its  operat- 
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ing  iuQueaee  oa  myselC  than  the  propositioo  dow 
under  cousideralion  affords;  and  1  would  require 
DO  {[reaier  concession  on  llic  part  of  ao]'  othec 
genllenian.  Lei  as  iben,  sir,  uaite  in  tliis  propo- 
sition. 1  bblieve  it  will  save  the  honor  of  ibe 
Diiioa  ;  it  will  settle  for  ua  the  question  of  peace 
or  war,  by  the  Diceliog  of  the  iieU  Coogrees;  it 
will  be  a  contioual  protest  against  the  boslile 
edicts  of  the  aggressing iielligerenu;  and  it  will 

Jive  us  litne  fur  effectual  aod  active  preparations 
)r  defeDce  and  of  offence.  Let  us  then,  for  (he 
present,  assume  (his  attitude,  and  direct  all  our 
attention  to  (hose  indispensable  Dbiecla.  Let  us 
meet  here  in  May  next,  in  a  state  of  readiness  for 
war;  and  if,  in  the  interval,  no  relaiatioa  of  (he 
bosdia  orders  and  edicts  of  the  belligerents  should 
ulce  place,  let  us  then  call  ii^to  action  the  whole 
Tcsoufcea  and  coergies  of  the  nation  to  assert  our 
rights,  aad  to  do  ourselves  that  justice  which  is 
DOW  SO  Tuinou*ly  and  iaiquitously  withheld. 

[MOTES, 
(d)  Extraet/rom  a  convenlion  belmein  Hit  Britannic 
iieaaty  and  the  Emprttt  of  Ruatioj-iigntd  at  Lon- 
dm,\m<,fMardt,n9S. 

"Article  3.  Their  laid  Majesties  reciprociUI;  engaga 
to  shut  ■.!!  tfaeit'portg  against  Frapch  ships  ;  not  to  per- 
mit the  eiportation,  in  ui;  case,  from  their  said  port* 
for  France,  of  anj  military  or  naval  stores,  or  com, 
gtntin,  salt  mestiOr  o^er  provisions ;  and  to  uke  all 
other  meajures  in  their  power  Tor  injuring  the  cvm- 
merce  of  Franca,  and  far  bringing  her,  by  such  niMns, 
to  just  conditions  of  peace. 

"Article  4.  Thoir  Haiostioaengagoto  unite  all  their 
efforts  to  prevent  other  rowers,  not  implicateil  in  this 
war,  from  giving,  on  this  occasion  of  common  concern 
lo  Bvei;  civiiixed  fitata,  any  pRilaction  whatever,  di- 
Tectty  or  indirectly,  in  consequence  of  their  neutrality, 
to  the  commerce  or  property  of  the  French,  on  the  sea 
or  in  the  porta  of  France." 

A  similar  trssty  was  entered  into  between  His  Bri- 
tannic Majasty  and  the  King  of  Spain,  on  the  SSd  of 
Hay  following ;  with  the  King  of  Prussia,  on  the  I4th. 
Jul?  following;  and  with  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  on 
the  30th  of  August  following. 


rttary  of  Slatt 
"I  urged  every  argument  that  suggeitBd  itself  tome, 
in  supporter  the  neutral  rights  which  I  contsndpd  were 
injured  in  this  instance  \  poinlecl  to  i neon veiuences  that 
would  attend  the  execution  of  the  instructions,  and 
urged  that  (he  esso  put  by  Vattet,  of  a  well  grounded 
hope  of  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine,  did  not  enist, 
provisions  being  cheaper  in  the  portaof  Franoe  than  in 
those  of  England.  Lord  Orenville,  on  being  aaked, 
said  Spain  would  pursue  the  same  line  afcondaci;  and 
Dpon  its  being  objected,  thai  even  Iheii  late  conven- 
tion with  Russia  did  not  extend  fo  this  subject,  be  an- 
■wared  that,  though  it  was  not  expressly  msntionad,  it 
WW  fully  understood  by  both  parties  (o  be  within  the 
intention  of  it.  At  the  cloae  ot  the  conversation,  I  told 
turn  I  should  trsnamit these  instructions  to  JDU,  accompa- 
nied by  hia  reasons  in  their  juslificatioo.  Lord  Gren- 
viUe  spoke  in  high  terms  of  approbation  of  the  answers 
M  Mr.  Hammond's  memorial,  which  he  received  by  Iha 


efthtSem- 
itht  \6th  of  Ajtrii,  ISOS.otl  thetubjeeioffor- 

dgn  rtlaiiaiu,  raapitulating  the  order  of  ketUgtr- 

ml  aggraaiofu  on  neutrai  trade. 

"  Isl.  The  British  order  of  June,  i803,  nnlawfidl; 
TestHcting  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  unblocliaded  porta  of  her  enemies,  and 
condemning  veaaels  with  innocent  cargoes,  on  a  return 
§oiD  ports  where  the;  had  deposited  contraband  articles. 

■'  3d.  The  capture  and  condemnation  in  the  British 
Courts  of  Admiralty  of  American  property,  on  a  pre- 
tended principle,  debarring  neutral  nations  from  ■  trade 
with  the  enemies  of  Giesl  Brituin  inteidicled  in  time 
of  peace.  The  injuries  suffered  b;  the  citiiens  of  the 
United  States,  on  this  head,  arose  not  from  an;  public 
order  of  tbe  British  Council,  but  from  a  variation  in 
the  principle  upon  which  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  pro- 
nounced their  decisions.  These  decisions  have  indeed 
sgsin  varied,  without  snj  new  Orders  of  Council  be- 
ing issned  1  and,  in  the  higher  Courts  ofAdmirsIty, 
some  of  the  decisians,  which  hid  farmed  the  greatest 
cause  for  ciKa]riaJnt,  have  been  reversed  and  the  prop- 
erty restored.  There  allU  remains,  however,  a  heavy 
claim  of  indemnity  for  confiscations,  which  were  made 
duringthe  period  of  these  unwarthntabledecisions,  and 
tor  which  all  negotiation  has  hilhsrio  proved  uasvsiling- 

"  3d.  Blockatfas  notified  (o  the  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  St  Xiondon,  and  thence  made  a  ground  ot 
capture  against  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  in  en- 
tire disregsrd  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  even  of  the 
definition  of  legal  blockades,  laid  down  by  the.  British 
Government  itself.  Examples  of  these  illegitimate 
blockades,  will  be  found  in  the  notifications  of  the  block- 
site  of  May  IBlh,  1808,  of  the  coast  from  the  river 
Elbeindusire — blockade  of  llUi  May,  190T,expounded 
19th  of  June,  1S07,  of  the  Elbe,  Weser,  and  Ems,  and 
thecosat  between  the  same— blockade  1 1th  of  May, 
1807,  of  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyma— blockade  of  the 
eth  of  Jannarj,  1806,  of  Carthagena,  Csdii  and  St. 
Lncar,  and  of  all  the  intermediate  porta  between  Car- 
thagena  and  St.  Lucar,  oomprehending  a  mudi  greater 
extent  of  eoast  than  the  whole  Bcitisk  nai?  could 
Uockade,  according  to  die  eatabliahed  law  of  nations. 

"  41h.  To  these  injunea,  immediately  authorised  by 
the  British  Government,  might  be  added  other  spuri- 
ous blockades  by  Bri^sb  naval  commanders,  particn- 
Isrlf  that  of  the  ialand  of  Curracoa,  which  for  a  vary 
considerable  period  was  made  a  pretext  for  very  exteo- 
sire  spoifations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  Statas. 

"  5lh.  The  British  ProclamaUon  of  October  last, 
which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  British  oIGoeis  lo  im- 
press from  American  merchant  veeaets,  all  of  audi  of 
their  crews  ss  might  be  taken  or  mistaken  for  British 
subjects — those  officers  being  the  sole  and  sbsolata 
judges  in  the  case. 

"  For  the  decrees  and  acts  of  tile  French  Qavera- 
ment,  violating  the  maritime  law  of  nations  in  respoct  la 
the  United  States,  the  cobmitlFe  refer  to  the  instances 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Becralary  of  State,  Jan- 
uary 3£th,  180S,  (o  the  Senate;  in  one  of  which,  via. 
a  decree  of  Ihe  Fren^  General  Ferrand,  at  St.  Domin- 
go, are  regulations  sensibly  affecting  the  neutral  and 
commercisl  rights  of  the  L'nited  States. 

"The  French  set  next  in  order  of  time  is,  the  decree 
of  November  21,  1806 — declaring  the  British  Isles  in 
a  state  of  blockade,  and  professing  to  be  a  retaliation 
on  antecedent  proceedinga  of  Great  British  violating 
the  law  of  nstians. 

''  This  decree  was  followed,  first  by  Ibe  British  order 
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•f  JmBDuy,  180T,  prafoting  to  be  «  retaliation  on  that 
decree,  *nd  aubjectins  <°  oplure  tbe  trade  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stataa,  from  (he  port  of  one  b^tligereDt  to  a  port  of 
■Qocher — and  aecoiidlj,  bj  the  orders  of  November 
iHt,  profeaaing  lo  be  a  further  retaliation  oa  the  rame 
decree,  and  prohibiting  the  commerce  of  oeutrala,  with 
the  encmiea  of  Great  Britain,  aa  explained  in  Che  afbre- 
•ud  letter  of  Mr.  Enkine. 

"These  Inst  Bridah  orders  again,  have  been  followed 

bj  die  French  decree  of  December  17^,  purporting  to 

be  a  retaliatioD   on  the  laid  orden,  and  to  be  put  in 

(otot  againat  the  eommerce  of  the  United  St&tel,  as 

Mated  in  the  aforesaid  letter  ofMr.  Champagnj." 

(i)  Gtonsn  R. — butruclion  io  the  eomnumders  of  our 

tUpt  af  tear  andprivaieert  ,•  given  at  our  Court  at 

Windtor,  the  lllh  day  o/ Jpn/,  in  the  ^th  year  of 

tntr  reign. 

■Our  will  and  pleasure  ia,  that  jon  do  not  irRemipt 
»aj  neutral  TraasI  laden  with  Tnmber  and  provisions, 
and  going  to  any  of  our  colonies,  ietands  or  settlements 
in  the  West  Indies  or  South  America,  to  whomsoever 
(be  property  maj  appear  to  belong,  and  notwithstand- 
ing aaeji  veael  may  not  have  regular  elearances  and 
doemncnta  OD  board;  and  in  caie' any  vessel  shall  be 
met  nith,  and  be  in  her  due  course  to  the  alleged  port 
of  her  deatinatain,  an  endorsentent  shall  be  mado  on 
HOB  or  more  of  the  principal  papera  of  aach  veasel, 
HHLJIjing  ths  destination  alleged,  and  the  place  where 
the  Teasel  was  so  visited.  And  in  cass  any  veaael  so 
laden  shall  arrive  and  deliver  her  cargo  at  any  of  oni 
colonies,  ialindi  or  settlements  albresaid,  such  veasel 
diall  be  pennittad  to  receive  her  freight,  and  to  depart, 
either  in  ballesi,  or  with  goods  that  may  be  legally  ex- 
portad  is  snch  vessel,  and  to  proceed  to  any  unblock- 
Srded  port,  notwithstanding  the  present  hoatititiss,  or 
any  fatuja  hostilitiea  which  may  take  place;  and  a 
f  aspnrt  for  mch  purpose  ahall  be  granted  to  the  vessel 
by  the  (iovflraor,  or  other  person,  having  the  chier  civil 
coBiBand  in  B»ch  colooy,  island  or  ssltlemeot.  Q.  R." 
(e)  Caa  any  thing  bo  more  important  to  the  United 
Suiea,  tlutt  to  ascertain  with  uneiuiTo^i  certainty 
the  time  prioMplB  upon  which  the  Orders  in  Council 
are  foonded  1  If,  aa  1  conaaiMilioasl;  believe,  diey  are 
boDited  upon  the  prineipls  of  eiclualve  dominion  upon 
[he  ocean;  what  would  be  the  effects  of  a  war  with 
Prance,  which  ia  recommended  aa  a  palliative  by  some 
gendemenT  Wonld  it  not  be  to  rivet  npon  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  commercial  ahacklaa  under  which  they 
arc  now  groaning  1  In  what  character  would  this  na- 
tion act  with  Gnat  Britain  in  the  war  !  As  a  colony,  or 
as  an  independent  nation!  In  the  event  i^suakess  in 
astsliddnng  the  prrnciple  of  the  war,  the  exdnsivs  do- 
miaivn  of  Great  Britain  on  tiie  ocean;  what  share  of 
JBrisdictioD  would  die  deal  out  to  the  United  Stateel 
What  shars  eonld  her  rivals  eipect  t/om  her  dominaer- 
iog  pside,  ber  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  her  mercantils 
enp^tyl     Fellow  citiMns!  ponder  npon  these  quea- 

(^  The  following  paragraph  contains  an  extraordi- 
nary eiwnple  of  Mr.  Canning's  prevarications.  It  is 
taken  fnnn  hi«  letter  to  Mr.  KnlLney,  of  the  32d  No- 
Tcmbei  laat.  The  ottjeet  of  vriting  Uiia  letter,  appeara 
principally  to  have  been,  to  prepare  Periiament,  now 
probably  in  aesaion,  by  anticipation,  for  the  eiplana* 
lion  of  an  ssaertion  made  by  him  to  the  preceding 
PuliamenL  It  is  presumed,  he  Ihoagbl  this  assertion 
neceasary  to  indnce  Paiiisment  to  give  his  energetic 
Ortlen  in  Conndl  (he  fonu  of  law.    Hear  him,  in  bis 
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"  It  ia  to  to  thsaa  missioos  that  I  particularly  referred, 
when  1  said  that  I  had  '  mora  than  once  expected  you 
to  open  B  correspondence  with  me  upon  IJie  subject 
of  the  Orders  in  Council.'  This  expectation  it  was 
that  alone  prevented  the  sending  iiutnictioni  to  Mr. 
Erskine  to  reply  to  the  note  addressed  to  him  by  Mr. 
Madison,  on  th«  aSth  of  March,  in  anavrer  to  that 
note  of  Mr.  Erskine's  in  which  he  communicated  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  in  slluaian  to  thsse  missions, 
particolariy  to  that  of  the  Oaage,  and  to  the  expecta- 
tion which  had  been  founded  here,  upon  (he  return 
hare  of  that  veaael  after-  its  voyage  to  France,  It  wia, 
that  I  made  that  declaration  in  Parliament  which,  I 
■ee,  has  been  .the  subject  of  some  misapprehension, 
(I  will  not  say  miareprssentation)  in  America,  that 
'  since  the  termination  of  Mr.  Rose's  mission,  ttie 
American  Govemmatet  had  not  made  any  communica- 
tion hare  in  the  shape  of  remonstrance,  or  in  a  tone  of 
irritation." 

Tbs  pybUc  will  doubtless  be  surpriaed  to  be  informad, 
that  previous  to  Mr.  Csnning's  making  this  unfounded 
assertion  in  Parliament,  he  had  not  only  received  from 
Mr.  Pinkney  the  inost  pointed  and  eloquent  remon- 
strance against  these  Orders  in  Council,  nithin  a  very 
few  days  after  they  were  Grat  iseaed,  but  that  he  had 
also  previously  received  the  moat  formal  and  urgent 

remonatrance  from   Mr.  Madison,  dated day  of 

,  through  Mr.  Erskine ;  the  medium  of  communi- 

cition  pointed  out  by  himaelf. '  I  had,  on  a  Ibrmer  oc- 
casion, made  such  observations  in  the  Senate  iipon 
tbia  profiigata  conduct,  as  it  appeared  to  me  to  merit. 
The  repetition  therefore  was  deemed  unnecesaary  in 
thi^  debate,  although  the  aubject  was  intimately  cm- 
nacled  with  it.  But  aa  those  obssrvationB  have  never 
found  tlieir  way  to  the  public  view,  and  aa  it  is  deemed 
highly  important  that  this  tranMction  should  appear 
in  its  true  character  before  the  public,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  subjoin  it  by  way  of  note  ;  and  merely  to  re- 
mark, that  the  asaattion  made  by  Mr.  Canning  was  a 
false  snggeation,  both  in  its  essence,  and  in  its  conas- 
quences;  and  even,  according  to  the  most  indulgent 
construction  of  Mr.  Csnmng'a  own  deitsrous  expla- 
natory equivocation,  it  is  an  intentional  loppression 
of  the  truth.  How  far  the  British  Pailiaqicnt  will  be 
pleased,  or  feel  itself  diereapected,  in  being  thus  en- 
trapped into  a  measure,  involving  the  deepest  interests  of 
that  country,  is  (or  its  exclusive  determination.  But  it 
most  be  peculiarly  aggravating  to  the  American  peo- 
ple to  be  informed,  that  an  attentpt  has  been  made  to 
blot  them  from  (he  list  of  independent  nations,  to  colo- 
nize, aad  to  tax  them,  upon  no  better  foiindation  than 
a  mere  Ministerial  stratagem. 

Bittraett  fivm  the  JeamaUof  the  Houeeef  Commeiu. 
"  MiBCCKii,  6  nia  MtBTii ; 
"Anne  13,  Georgii  Regie,  1738. 

"  Reeohed,  That  an  hnmble  Address  be  presented 
to  His  Majeshf,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  lo 
give  directions,  that  ths  memorisl  preaented  to  Hia 
Majesty  ort  Thursday  last,  by  Monaieur  de  Palm,  the 
Imperial  Resident,  may  be  laid  before  this  House. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  said   Address  be  presented  to 
His  MajCaty  by   such  membera  of  this   House  as  are 
of  Hia  Majesty's  taost  honoraMe  Privy  Council." 
"  Iiusa,  13  nix  Mibtii  ; 

"  Anna  13,  Ceorgii  Regit,  17:S. 

".And  a  complaint  bung  made  to  the  House,  that 
the  substance  of  the  said  memorial  had  been  printwl 
and  published  in  a  paper,  entitled : 
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"  Trnidatioa  of  the  memoiiil  presented  in  Lttin  to 
the  King  of  Ore&l  Biilain,  by  Monsieur  de  Palm,  the 
Imperiiil  Rendent,  tipon  the  Speech  of  hu  BritanDic 
Majeitj  mailo  to  the  two  Houmi  of  his  Pariiotnopt  on 
the  23-n  of  JinDU7,  1786-7. 

"  The  laid  printed  paper  wai  broaghtup  to  the  table, 
wid  read. 

"  The  nid  printed  paper  ia  hound  up  with  the  other 
papers  of  this  session. 

"  Semked,  nemme  eontradiatUe,  That  an  hoEnble 
Address  be  preBsnted  to  His  Majeatj,  to  eipreai 
highlst  lesenUnent  of  this  Hddso  at  the  affiront : 
iBatgnily  ofirred  to  his  Most  Sacred  Majesty,  by  tko 
■aemorial  deliiered  by'Monsirnr  de  Palm,  the  Bmpe- 
(ot's  Resident,  atid  at  his  insolence  in  priming  and 
dispersing  tb*  same  tbroaghoQt  the  Kingdom;  to  de- 
dare  thrir  utmost  abhorrenoe  of  this  audictons  manner 
of  appealing  to  the  people  against  hi*  Majeety,  and 
tiieir  detesUtion  of  tiie  premmptUDUi  and  Tain  attempt, 
in  endeavoring  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  any  of  Hia 
Majeety'*  faithful  snbjects,  the  least  distrnst  or  diffi- 
'denoB  in  his  most  saciwl  royal  word  :' 

"  To  return  Hia  Majea^  the  thanks  of  thii  House 
for  his  care  and  vigilance  in  dikcovering  the  secretand 
pernicious  designs  of  his  enemies,  and  his  goodness  in 
commuiiicating  to  his  Parliament  the  dangers  that 
threatened  thii  Kingdom;  and  Co  saeure'His  MajeBty 
that  this  House  will  itsnd  by,  snd  support  His  Majes- 
ty againalall  his  open  and  secret  enemiea,tx>th  at  home 
•nd  abroad  ;  and  effectually  defeat  the  expectation*  of 
all  Mich  as  may  have  in  any  manner  countenanced,  en- 
coarsged,  oi  abetted,  the  disturbers  of  the.pubKctr&n- 
-quillilT,  in  this  extravagant  insult  upon  His  Msjesty  ; 
or  flattered  them  with  hopes,  thnt  an  obstinate  perse' 
Terance  in  their  destructive  measures  could  stagger  the 
firmness  of  the  British  nation  in  vindication  of  His 
faonor   and  in  the  defence  of  their  rights  and  privi- 

"  Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  Addrees,  to  be  pnsented  to  His  Majesty,  u^n 
tha  said  resolution. 

"  TiniaiB,  17  dii  Mibtii  ; 

"Anno  13,  Georeii  RtgU,  1736. 
"The  Speaker  reported,  that  both  Houses  did,  yes- 
terday, attend  His  Majesty  with  their  Address  1  to  which 
His  Mqjeslj  was  pleased  to  give  this  most  gracious 

"Ht  Loids  mo  GEirri.EiiE!i  :  Your  unsnimous 
ooncurrence  in  this  dutiful  and  sftectionste  address 
gites  me  the  greatest  satiafacUon.  Tbe  jii>t  concern 
you  express  for  my  honor,  and  Ihe  dignity  of  the  Crown, 
IS  very  becoming  a  British  Pailiament ;  and  this  fresh 
ptoof  ofyonrconSdence  in  me  will  convince  the  world 
that  all  attempt*  to  divide  our  heart*  and  interests  will 
bs  rain  nnd  ineffectual." 

TcEai>*Y,  Pebruarr  14, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Hcllhousb  yesterday  j  and 

Saoleed,  That  ■  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  ftirther  regvlations 
or  provisions  are  necessary  to  check  Ibe  allowance  or 
payment  of  extrSTsgauI  claims,  or  unreisonable  sc- 
counU,  and  to  prevent  sn  improper  eipenditure  of  pub- 
lic money  ;  and  Uiat  the  committee  be  authorixed  to 
call  on  the  several  Departments  Ibr  such  information 
and  papers  as  msj  be  neeessaij  to  aid  thesn  lli  tlwir  ' 
qoiry ;  and  to  report  by  bill 


Ordered,  That  Messrs.  GiLEe,  HiLi.HovBS,aod 
Cbawford,  be  the  connnitlee. 

Mr.  QBEoa,  from  the  commillee  appointed  on 
the  stibjeci,  reported  a  bill  amhorizing  an  aog- 
tnentBii'oti  of  the  Marioe  Corps ;  aad  the  bill  in% 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  QtiEi^a  also  reported  a  letter  and  esiimaie 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  on  the  subject,  for 
caosiiieratioQ. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
iaformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ezteodioff  the  rlg-hl  of 
suffrage  in  the  ItidiaiiaTerritorr,aDd  foroiherptJi- 
poses  ■''  also,  a  billj  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  DflQiel  Cotton  j"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  renfl,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  messane  from  the  House  of  Represeniativei 
informed  ihe  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  disposal  of  certain 
tracts  of  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  claimed 
under  Spanish  grants,  repotted  by  the  land  com- 
missioners as  aotedaieil,  and  for  olhet  purposes;" 
m  which  they  request  [be  concurrence  of  the 
Senaie. 

The  bill  WBs  tead  and  paaaed  to  the  second 
reading. 

PAKTIAL  REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  thelSih  inslanl,  vis  : 

"  That  the  several  taws  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ehips  andvesaets  in  the  potts  snd  harbors  of  the  United 
HUtes.  be  repealed  on  the  4th  dsj  of  Msrch  next,  et- 
eept  SI  to  Gnst  Britain  and  Prance,  and  their  depen- 
dencies 1  and  that  provision  be  made  b;  law  far  pro- 
hibidng  all  commercial  intarconrse  with  those  natioiis 
and  their  dependenciee,  end  the  importation  of  any 
article  into  the  United  Stales,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  either  of  the  said  nstions,  orc^thado- 
minions  of  either  of  them."  ' 

Mr.  Bavahd  moved  to  strike  ont  ibe  followiDg 
words. 

"Except  as  to  Great. Britain  and  France,  and  their 
depuidenciea;  and  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
taw  for  [nohi biting  all  commercial  intercouiaewUh  those 
nation*  and  their  dependencies,  and  the  importation  of 
any  wUcleinto  the  United  States,  the  growth,  produce, 
or  mannfacture,  of  either  of  the  said  nations,  or  of  th* 
dominions  of  either  of  them." 

Mr.  BiTAHD  addressed  (be  Chair  as  follows  r 

It  will  he  perceived,  Mr.  President,  by  the  mo- 
tion which  1  have  made  to  amend  tbe  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  honorable  genileniaD  from 
Vireipia,  that  I  Ito  not  approve  o(  the  coarse 
which  it  seems  the  Government  have  determined 
at  lenf;tb  to  pursue.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  told  us,  it  is  not  his  plan,  and  I  give  him  credit 
for  the  faitoess  and  candor  with  which  he  has 
avowed  the  measures  to  which  he  would  have 
re^iorted.  He  would  have  raised  the  embargo 
and  declared  war  against  Englantt     Being  oo- 

Ksed  in  this  scheme,  by  a  majority  of  his  friends, 
ineit  propositioD  was  to  issue  letters  of  margoe 
and  reprisal.    Finding,  however,  that  the  oinet 
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House  had  refuaqd  to  ^o  eiea  bo  far,  he  bad,  on 
tbe  principle  of  conoessioD  ind  coociliaiion  niih 
his  friends,  agreed  to  laVe  ihe  oourie  piaposed  ■□ 
the  iesolulion,ia  hopes  that  our  resgels  goiog 
upon  tbe  ocean  and  being  captured  uodet  the 
Orden  in  Council,  would  drag  the  oation  into 
a  war;  when,  he  presumed,  the  war  being  made 
n^a  u>,  we  would  agree  to  .fight  our  enem^ . 
Sii,  it  ic  upon  this  Tery  ground,  and  considaring 
tbi*  as  itn  object,  th«i  I  am  opposed  to  tbe  rna- 
lutiaa.  Kngiaud  is  not  onr  eneiuy,  nor  does  a 
■ecessitf  exist  to  make  her  so.  I  am  not  goiog 
to  deny  that  we  have  many,  and  beary  com- 
plainis  to  make  againtl  her  conduct,  nor  ehatl  I 
contend  that   causes  do  not  exist   which  mizbc 

t'  nstify  a  war ;  but  i  mean  to  say  that  policy  iot- 
lids  (be  meauure,  and  that  honor  does  not  re- 

The  gentlemaD  has  painted  in  Tery  glowing 
colon,  tbe  wroD^  and  insults  which  .we  bsTe 
soflered  from  Btiiish  riolence :  he  has  .recorded 
in  his  catatosue  the  offeasive  acta  of  Brilish 
^ents,  as  welfas  the  injuries,  pre  teusions,  and  or- 
ders of  the  QoTemment.  ido  uotmeanto  defend, 
■01  even  to  palliate  any  aggresaioas,  public  er 
private,  against  the  rights  or  hdtaor  of  our  coua- 
tr^  -,  but  sir,  1  cannot  AiDceaL  mr  surorise,  that 
this  gentleman,  lo  much  alive  to  British  wrongs, 
should  be  insensible  to  every  thing  which  we  have 
suffered  from  France.  Tbe  gentleaaon  has  ez- 
haiuied  the  language  of  terms  of  invectire  and 
reproach  agaihst  the  British  QovernmeDC  and 
nation,  but  he  has  been  silent  as  the  grave  as  to 
tbe  French^  How  can  it  be,  tbal  what  is  wrong 
in  Britain  ii  tight  in  France?  And  where- 
foce  U  k,  that'ihe  same  acts  of  France  are  borne 
with  patience;  which,  pToceeding  from  Britaio, 
excileraehaspirit  of  ioaignaiiou?  Yon  hare  the 
Ordersia  Council  to  complain  of;  bat  hare  you 
Boi  the  decree*  of  Hia  ItaperiatMajesiy  1  We 
are  told  (hat  the  Orders  iu  Council  giVe  u^  laws, 
r^nlaie  our  commerce,  and  degrade  u*  to  the  stale 
of  colonies;  but  do  they  cootain  more,  or  do  they 
extend  as  far  ^  the  intperial  decrees'?  Do  they 
make  as  more  the  colonies  of  Britain,  than  the 
decree!  make  us  the  colonies  of  F^ranci  7  And 
are  we  to  iproke  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  patriot- 
ism toaresistancelo  Britaio.  while  we  are  tamely 
yielding  ourselves  lo  FreDch  bondage  1  We  are 
told  of  our  vessels  being  forced  info  British  porta 
and  compelled  to  pay  tribute ;  but  nothing  is 
said  c^  their  being  ibvited  into  French  harbors 
and  iben  seized  and  confiscated. 

With  all  the  complaints  against  the  British 
oidfis,  and  the  silence  as  to  the  French  decrees, 
ought  we  not  to  be  sntprised  in  discovering  that 
dkc  orders  ace  exceeded  io  severity  and  injustice 
by  the  decrees?  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this 
STStemofDuirBge  upon  neutralriKhCsorigiiiaied  on 
tbe  part  of  France  ia  tbe  Berlin  Deiiree— tbal  de- 
cree, in  eBect,  forbids  neutrals  to  trade  to  England 
or  ber  eolooie*,  or  .to  purchase  or  to  carry  their 
mannfaetares  or  proditce.  In  commencing  this 
■ystem.  Fiance  jostified  its  principle,  and  com- 
pelled ber  adversary  to  retaliate  by  acts  of  the 
■ame  ujastiee  against  Denirali  who  submitted  to- 


it.  Tell  me  which  wahare  first  and  most  to 
blame,  the  one  who  set  tbe  example,  or  him  wbo 
folfowed  it  1 

It  isA  consideration  also  of  gr.eat  weight,  that  at 
the  time  when  the  Berlin  Decree  issued,  Prance 
was  bound  to  the  Upiied  States  by  a  solemn  trea- 
ty to  permit  the  trade  which  tbal  decree  prohib- 
its— a  treaty  signed  by  Bonaparte  himself,  and 
expressly  providing  for  the  freedom  and  security 
of  our  commerce  with  his  enemy,  in  the  event  of 
wari  and  if  the  Orders  in  Council  are  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  nations,  ihey  are  not,  like  the 
French  decrees,  a  breach  of  plighted  faitb.  The 
orders  leave  to  us  Ihe  direct  colonial  trade. 

Our  interconrse  is  not  interrupted  with  tbe 
calonies  and  dependencies  of  France ;  but  the 
decrees  interdict  all  neutral  commerce  with  the 
colonies  and  dependencies  of  England,  aj  well  as 
with  the  mother  eouatcy.  Your  very  ships  wbich 
entered  an  English  port  ate  "  denationalized," 
and  are  liable,  after  the  lapse  of  any  time,  though 
performing  a  voyage  otherwise  innocent,  to  seiz- 
ure Bod  confiscation.. 

Another  feature  of  injustice  .and  iniquity  dia- 
linguisbesibedecrees  from  tbe  orders.  By  toe  or- 
ders our  merchants  are  apprized  of  the  commerce 
which  is  interdicted.  Full  time  for  the  notice  of 
the  probibiiion  is  allowed,  before  the  property  is 
exposed  by  transgression  of  the  orders,  to  be  con- 
ficated  or  seized.  No  such  fprbearance  can  be 
discovered  in  the  decrees,  which  are  (O.be  indli- 
criminately  executed  upon  the  innocent  aud  the 
guilty ;  upon  those  who  never  heaid  or  could 
have  heard  of  tbem,  in  the  same  manner  as  upon 
those  who,.kqowingly,'  violate  theia. 

I  hope,  sit,  it  will  not  be  onderttood  that  I 
mean  to  defend  ihe  Orders  in  Council,  or  to  ad- 
vise this  nation  to  submit  to  them  ;  but  I  could 
wish  to  direct  some  portion  of  the  varmib  and  iD>- 
digoation  wbich  has  been  expressed  against  them, 
against  (hose  decrees  which  produced  them,  and 
which  exceed  tbem  in  iniquity  and  outrage.  Tbe 
avowed  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is 
a  war  with  England.  On  this  subject  I  make  bnt 
one  question — is  itpossibletoavoid  it  with  honor) 

If  this  possibility  exists,  the  war  ought  to  be 
avoided.  Aod  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  does  exist. 
To-this  opinion  I  am  in  a  great  degree  led  1>y  a 
wan,t  of  confidence  ia  (be  sincerity  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  out  Executive  to  settle  our  diSerences  with 
Qreat  Britain.    Voiir  meatures  have  not  been  im- 

Eartial  aa  to  the  belligerents,  and  your  ileKolations 
are  not  been  sincere  as  to  England.  The  een- 
ileman  from  Virginia  bas  called  this  charge  of  in- 
sincerity a  miserable  vision.  1  bellev^  sir.  ^1  is  a 
miserable  and  melanohijly  fact;  and  if  you  will 
have  patience  with  me,  I  ivill  furnish  proof  enough 
to  support  Ibe  belief  ev^n  of  the  mos.i  incredulons. 
I  mean  to  show  that  yourOovernment  has  had 
it  in  its  power  lo  secure  peace  with  Britain  by 
the  setlLemeot  of  Ihe  diStreoces  between  the  two 
nations,  and  that  tbe  means  have  not  only  been 
neglected,  but  means  employed  to- prevent  soch  a 
se  til  emeu  I  from  taking  place. 

Il'will  be  necessary  for  us  to  ooDsidei  wbal 
tl(0«e  differences  were. 
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They  may  be  refered  to  ihtee  head? : 

l»t.  The  rule,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  mr  of 
1756. 

2d.  CoDsiruciive  blockade.   . 

3d.  Impresimentof  seamen  on  board  of  Ainec- 
ieiD  merchant  vessels. 

I  do  Dot  menn  to  say,  thai  there  were  no  other 
causes  of  complaint,  arisijig  from  the  indiicre- 
lion  and  insolence  of  the  British  commaiidersi 
but  they  bad  not  the  character  of  oatiooal  diS^r- 
ences.  and  would  probably  have  soon  ceased  and 
been  forgotten  if  the  poincs  of  coniroversy  be- 
tween the  Goreroments  had  been  amicably  ar- 
nuged.  To  seiile  the  differences  which  I  have 
•taied,  a  negotiatioQ  was  opeoed  io  Loo  don,  io 
1803,  and  carried  on  till  December,  1806.  It  is 
lemarkable,  that  while  lhi«  neginialion  was  de- 
peniing  and  pro^ressiog,  Qur  Goveromeot  had 
recouTie  to  a  step  in  its  nature  calculated  to  repel, 
iDitead  of  to  invite  the  British  Governmeoi  loa 
frienilly  aeitlemeot.  In  April,  1806,  they  passed  a 
lawprohibitiog  [be  impot-tailon  of  cettain  British 
goods.  Theacknowledgedobjeclof  this  law  Was 
to  coerce  Britain  to  agree  [o  our  own  terms.  Did 
ihit  law  «viijence  a  disposition  lo  be  friendly  oo 
oar  pan,  or  was  it  calculated  to  iaspiie  a  friendly 
temper  on.  the  part'of  England  ? 

It  was  fuel  to  the  flame  of  discord.  The  Brit- 
ish Oovernmeat  ii  sot  less  high-spiriled  and 
proud  than  our  owji,  and  the  attempt  lo  force 
ihem  to  lerms,  was  the  liiteliesi  course  ithieh 
could  hare  been  punued,  by  proroking  retalia- 
tion, to  widen  the  breach  betweeo  the  two 
countries. 

This  measure,  enforced  when  Defoliation  was 
goine  on,  and  promised  a  favorable  result,  is  no 
■malT  proof  in  my  mind,  that  ihe  Executive  was 
satisfied  with  the  fotmsof  aegotiaiion,  but  wanted 
no  treaty  with  England. 

I  proceed  to  inquire  whether  our  difierences  with 
Britain  were  not  of  a  oatnre  to  be  compromised  ; 
and  if  our  Government  had  been  sincerely  dis- 
posed, whether  they  might  not  have  retained  the 
relations. of  amiiy  with  tfaatPower. 

Piral  as  to  the  role  of  1766.     This  role  was 
founded  oo  the  principle,  that  a  neutral  e( 
not  acquire  a  right  lo  trade  by  the  cession  of 
belligerent  in  time  of  war,  which  did  not  e: 
but  was  withbeldr  in  time  of  peace.    Tiie,rule 
was  supported  on  ihe  principle,  that  a  neuira' 
could  not  come'ia  aid  .of  a  belligerent  and  cavei 
its  property  on  the  ocean,  when  it  was  incipabli 
of  protecting  itself. 

I  am  not  going  to  defend  this  rule,  nor  to  in 
quire  into  its  origin.  Thus  much  I  will  say,  (ha 
if  it  was  Ihe  British  rale  of  1756,  it  was  the  ex 
press  rule  of  the  French  maritime  code  in  ihi 
years  1704  and  17U.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
Ihe  reading  the  decrees  of  the  French  Monarchs, 
whiehlhaveontbeisble,  made  in  the  years  men- 
tioned, and  which  prohibit  to  neutrals  any  but  a 
direct  trade  to  the  colony  of  an  enemy.  Though 
the  Tula  of  1756  may  bol  be  an  ancient  role,  yet 
we  must  admit  it  was  a  new  rule,  iutrodnced'  in 
the  present  war,  and  contrived  to  ruin  or  injure 
Ihe  Amoricaa  commerce. 


France  wbg  Unable  to  trade  wilh  ber  colo- 
nies; ibe  United  Slates  became  her  carriers,  and 
under  our  "flag,  the  manufactures  of  the  mother 
country  were  safely  carried  to  the  colonies,  and 
the  prodoceof  the  coloniea  transported  to  Europe. 
This  trade  was  certainly  as  beneficial  to  France 
aa  prufiiable  to 'the  United  Stales.  Britain  only 
was  the  sufferer,  and  the  rule  of  1756  was  revived 
in  order  to  lake  from  French  commerce  the  pro- 
tection of  a  neutral  flag.  Our  Government  Were 
certainly  right,  in  claiming  the  free  enjoyment  of 
this  prohtable  trade,  but  the  unly  quesiionis,  whe- 
ther .the  neutral  and  belligerent  pretensioo  did 
not  admit  of  adjustment  by  each  side  making  an 
equal  concession  of  points  of  interest. 

The  Treaty  of  1806,  which  (he  President  re- 
jected, fairly  compromised  the  dispute  on  this 
subject.  The  eleventh  article  of  (hat  .Treaty 
secured  to  the  United  States  the  carrying  trade 
of  France  aod  her  colonies,  subject  to  terms  aome- 
whai  inconvenient  to  the  merchant,  but  render- 
ingjtno  less  beneficial  to  Ihe  nation:  The  treaty 
requires  (hat  goods  exported  from  France  ot 
her  colonies  in  American  vessels  shall  be  entered 
and  landed  in  the  United  Stales;  and  when  ex- 
ported from  France  through  the  United  Slates-(o 
her  colonies,  shall  be  liable  to  a  duty  of  one  per 
cent.,  and  from  the  colonies  to  France  of  two  pet 
oent.,  lo  be  paid  into  our  own  Treasury.  Thit 
regulation  of  benefit  to  the  Government,  by  the 
duty  which  il  gave  to  il,waaofii[tle  prejudice  to 
.the  trade,  and  there  is  oo  room  to  doubt  that  the 
trade,  thus  secured  from  (he  spoliations  to  which 
it  was  before  subject,  would  have  flourished  be- 
yond its  former  limits. 

Our  differences,  therefore,  as  to  (he  carrvioe 
trade  so  much  harassed  by  the  British  rule  oT 
1756,  not  only  admitted  of  compromise,  but  wa* 
actually  settled  by  an  arrangement  in  the  Treaty 
of  160ft  wilh  which  the  na lion  would  have  been 
perfectly  satisfied. 

'  The  second  head  of  dispute  regards  the  prac- 
tice of  constructive  blockades.  The  complaint  on 
this  subject  was,  that  blockades  were  formed  by 
proclamations,  and  that  neutrals  were  comipellea 
to  consider  ports  blockaded  before  which  no  force 
was  stationed.  That  the  principle  of  blockades 
was  extended  t<3  unwarrantable  limits,  is  most  cer- 
tainly true,  and  there  is  no  question  as  40  our  hav- 
ing just  cause  to  complain  of  the  vexatious  in- 
lerrnptions  lo  which  it  exposed  our  trade.  The 
present  war  between  France  and  England  is 
without  a  parallel  between  ciTil,ized  naiions;  it 
is  not  a  struggle  for  renown  or  ordinary  conquest, 
but  on  the  part  of  Britain  for  her  independence 
and  existence.  Principles  of  neutrality  or  of 
right  have  been  little  regarded  upon  the  land 
or  upon  the  ocean;  and  th«  question  with  (he 
belligerents  has  been  less  what  the  law  of  na- 
tions permitted  them  to  do,  than  what  their 
strength  enabled  them  (o  accomplish.  It  is  un- 
lawful for  a  neutral  to  attempt  to  eoler  a  block- 
aded  port — but  i  port  cannot  be  considered  as 
blockaded  oolesaaforce  adequate  to  the  end  is 
stationed  before  it.  The  blockades,  therefore, 
which  England  created  limplybya  proclama- 
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tioQ,  were  *n  abase  of  which  Deoiralt  bad  jiul 
cause  to  compUio. 

The  UoHed  Slates  did  complain,  and  iheae  com- 
plaiats  were  lifteaed  to  -by  Ibe  Briiish  Oorera- 
meat.  The  temh  article  of  the  Trent;  of  1806, 
ha*  made  provision  on  the  subject  {  and  though 
Eagland  has  qol  renounced  ihe  principle  of  which 
we  complaiD,  y  ei  it  is  qualified  by  the  notice  which 
it  required  to  be  giveo  to  the  resael  atlemptiag 
to  eDlei  a  blockaded  "port,  before  she  ia  exposed  tu 
leiiDre  and  jtonfiscaiion.  .  The  provisioa  in  the 
treatf  would  no  doubt  hare  cbrrecled  io'a  coO' 
siderable  degree  the  abu!>e  from  which  we  had  suf- 
feied,  and  it  was  our  policy  lo  have  waitsd  for 
better  times  for  a  cooipleler  remedy  for  ihe  evil. 

Bat,  sir,  the  last  head  of  dispute  wbicb  I  enu- 
merated was  made  the  chief  and  most  importaiii 
ground  of  eomplaiet  against  the  Brftisb  Gorero- 
ment — \  iDean  the  search)  og  America  o  vessels  for 
Briiish  seameo.  The  right  claimed  by  England 
was-lo  seize  her  own  seamen  on  board  oar  pri- 
raie  jesaels.  -  The  right  to  search  a  public  vessel, 
er  lo  seize  an  American  sailor^  Was  never  asserted 
by  the  Government.  Theclaim, however,  which 
was  JDsisied  on,  involved -a  ^oiDi  of  equal  inter- 
est ma&  delicacy  lo  both  countries.  There  is  no- 
thiog  novel  in  the  pretension,  tbal  a  nation  en- 
gMged  in  war  bad  a  right  to  recall  her  subjects 
from  foreign  countries,  or  from  foreign  service, 
to  assist  her  in  the  war. 

Bvery  nation  iti  Burope  has  claimed  and  exer- 
cised the  rigbi.  Our  Government  has  not  denied 
ii;  bat  the  conseqaeaces  of  ihs  manner  of  exer- 
cising il,  have  .formed  the  ground  of  our  com- 
plaiai.  Has  a  belligerent  a  right  to  search  a  Dt<^ 
ml  venel  for  her  seameQ  ?  I  *bou I (ff  suppose 
not.  This  queaiiov  between  other  nations  la  of 
■mall  inporEance.  Between  the  United  Stales 
•od  Britain,  it  is  of  great  magaitud^. 

Tbeaamenessuf  manners,  habits,  language,  and 
appeatanee,  render  it  always  difficult  and  some- 
times impossible  10  distinguish  between-  an  Elng- 
lishand  an  American  sailor.  If  the  right  to  searcli 
for  Briiish  seamen  were  admitted,  there  wouhi 
no  longer  be  secnrity  for  the  Anierican  sailor ; 
Ihe  right  admitted,  i  have  no  doubt  oui  navigation 
would  be  lUJDad.  As  an  Amerisau,  therefore,  I 
would  oerer  concede  the  principle.  Let  us  see 
r,  how  the  ease  stands  in  relation  loBrit- 
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wbatever  impairs  its  strength  diminishes  its  pow- 
er and  safety.  Tenacious  as  she  has  ever  been 
at  peKoaal  liberty  at  home,  yet  when  men  are 
wanted  for  her  fleets^  jhe  haoea»  corpua  sleeps. 
Ber  sailors  are  her  right  arm,  which  withers  as 
she  is  deprived  of  them.  From  the  seductions 
of  our  maritimq  service  she  had  everything  lo 
dread.  Our  merchants  can  give  her  seamen  a 
dollar  for  every  shilling  which  she  is  able  to  af- 
ford ibem. 

The}  sball'be  betterfed,  more  gently  treated, 
and  exposed  less  to  hardship  and  danger.  Let 
ihem  find  a  secure  asylum  on  board  our  merchaui 
abipa,  and  haw  soon  will  the  decks  be  thinned  of 
the  Eaglish  ships  of  war.  Which  has  ibe  most 
at  stake  on  this  subject,  Eagland  ot  America  1 


I  will  not  decide  ihe  question ;  but  this  is  evi- 
dent, that  neither  will  ever  UQCondilionally  relin- 
quisa  the  principle  far  which  she  has  contended. 
At  the  present  crisis,  it  was  Impossible  for' our 
Government  to  expect  the  formal  abandonment 
by  Ihe  Briiish  Government  of  this  right  of  search. 
What  course,  then,  should  they  have  pursued? 
Tbey  should  have,  temporized  on  the  point,  aa 
Britain  was  willing,  to  do,  and  waited  ibr  a  more 
propitious  epoch,  for  the  final  arrangement  of  ibe 

Your  Commissioners,  wbn  uegotieted  the  trea- 
ty, found  that  it  was  imptacticable  lo  obtain  the 
cession  of  the  principle  for  which  they  contended, 
and  npoo  their  own  responsibility,  to  their  great 
honor,  to  preserve  Ibe  peace  of  the  two  countries, 
accepted  assurances  from  the  British  Mioistrv, 
which  in  their  opinion,  and  I  have  no  doubt,' iq 
fact,  would  have  eflectually  removed  the  abuses 
of  which  we  complained.  I  beg  pardon  of  the 
Senate  for  reading  an  extract  from  Ihe  letter  of 
Messrs.  Mdnroe  and  Piokney,  of  the  3d  of  Janu- 
ary, IfiOr,  which  coQinins  the  assurances  to  which 
I  refer:  "We  are  sorry  to  add,  thai  this  treaty 
'  coD'iains  no  provision  against  the  impressment 
'of  our  seamen.  Our  despatch  of  the  11th  of 
'  November,  communicated  to  yon  the  result  of 
'  our  labors  on  that  subject,  and  our  opinion  that 
'  although  this  Government  did  not  feeritself  at 
'  liberty  to  relinquish  formally,  by  treaty,  iu  claim 
'  to  search  our  merchant  vessels  for  Briiish  sea- 
'  men,  its  practice  would  nevertheless  be  .essen- 

<  tially,  if  not  completely,  abandoned.  That  opin- 
'  ion  nes  been. since  confirmed  by  frequent  con- 
'  ferences  on  the  sulked  with  the  British  Com- 

<  missioners,  who  have  repeatedly  assured  us,  thai 
'in  tbeir  judgment,  we  were  made  as  secure 
'  against  the  exercise  of  their  pretensions,  by  the 
'  policy  which  their  Guvernmeai  bad  adopted  in 
'  regard  to  that  very  delicate  and  importaoi  ques- 
'  lion,  as  we'  could  nave  been  made  by  treaty.  It 
'  is  proper  to  observe,  however,  that  the  good  effect 
'of  ihis  disposition,  anij  ita  coniinuaoce,  mar 
'depend,  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  means  which 
'  may  be  taken  by  the  Consress  hereafter  to  cbfck 
'  deserlioos  from  the  Biltisn  service.  If  the  treaty 
'  is  ratified,  and  a  perfect  good  uoderslandiog  pro- 
'  duced  between  iW  two  nations,  it  will  be  easy 
'  for  their  Qoverntaeois,  by  friendly  eommunica- 
'  lions,  to  state  to  each  other  what  ibey  respecl- 
'  ively  desire,  and,  in  that  mode,  to  arrange  the 
'  business  as  satisfactorily  as  it  could  be  done  bf 
'  treaty."  Such  was  the  footing  upon  which  oar 
Commissioners  were  wiselv  disposed  to  leave  this 
delicate  aSair.  And  would  to  God  that  our  Presi- 
d en t,  wishing  as  sincerely  as  his  friends  profess, 
for  him,  to  accommodate  the  differences  between 
the  iw^  countries,  had  as  prudently  agreed. to  tli« 
arrangement  made  for  him  by  his  Ministers  I 
What  has  been  the  consequence  of  (his  excessive 
anxiety  to  secure  our  seameuT'  Why,  that  yoni 
service  has  lost  more  sailors  ia  one  year  of  em- 
bargo tban'it  would  bave  lost  in  ten  years  of  im- 
pressmenL 

But,  sir,  in  this  lies  the  secret-^  secret  I  will 
dare  to  ptjODoniice.  .  Your  Presideot  never  meant 
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to  haTe  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  ir  he  had 
iDtended  it,  be  would  have  laken  the  treat;  of  the 
31st  of  December,  1806.  If  he  bad  iDtesded  " 
b«  would  nerer  lia»e  fettered  the  Cffmi 
with  tine  qua  non»  which  were  insuperable. 
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o  form  no  treaty,  tinleas  the  cl 
chant  vesEels  fur  deserters  was  utterly  abandoned ; 
this  was  neTer  expected,  and  ol  the  ardoiiua  c'risis 
mt  which  it  was. insisted  upas,  it  was  Snipossible 
to  expect  iL  And  yet,  rather  than  temporize 
DpoD  the  point;  rather  than  accept  the  acttial 
tbaodonmeat  of  ihe  principle,  without  its  formal 
KDunciatioo,  a  treaty,  the  work  of  years,  nego- 
tiated by  bisfavorite  Minister,  and  calculated  to 
appease  the  animosities  eiisiiog  belweeii  the  tWQ 

Yon  wilt  bear  with  me,  sir,  while  I  say  that 
this  precipitate  and  fatal  luetisure  is  the  cause  of 
all  the  embarrassments  wfaich  we  have  felti  which 
we  are  feeling,  and  which  we  are  likely  to  snffer. 
I  ank,  why  was  this  treaty  rejected?  We  ace 
told  for  two  reasons— 

1.  Because  it  contained  no  engagement  against 
the  impressnient  of  Amerieaa  seamen  onooard 
merchant  vessels. 

S.  Because  of  the  collateral  declaration  of  the 
British  Commissioners,  that  England  retained 
the  right  to  retaliate  tipon  Prance  the  principles 
of  her  Berlin  Pecree,  if  the  United  States  should 
tabmit  to  its  eiecntion. 

I  have Bhown,  from  the  public  doclinients  fur- 
nished 10  us  by  the  President,  the  fooling  upon 
which  OUT  Ministers  placed  the  point  of  i'mpress- 
ments. 

Odt  Colnmissioners  considered  the  assurances 
given  by  the  British  Ministers,  a  better  pledge  for 
the  safely  of  our  seamen  than  a  formal  provision 
in  the  treaijr.  But  if  these  assurances  had  eren 
not  been  given,  the  treaty  vontd  not , have  com- 
promitted  our  rights,  or  prejudiced  our  interests 
on  the  sobjeet ;  in  the  mean  time,  it  would  hare 
induced  more  friendly  relations,  end  prepared 
both  countries  foe  such  further  concessions  at 
their  mutual  interests  might  require.  To  me  ii  is 
a  matter  both  novel  and  surprisingj  to  discover  in 
our  President  this  strong  and  unyielding'  attach- 
ment 10  the  highest  points  of  our  maritime  rights. 
1  bad  thought  before,  that  he  was  not  ao  friendly 
to  our  rtavy,  to  our  merchants,  and  to  our  com- 
merce. 

I  had  thought  that  be  wonU  rather  our  ships 
were  ezchan^d  for  farming  utensils,  and  our  sea- 
men converted  into  hmbandmeo.  But  now,  sir, 
it  seems,  so  highly  does  he  ralne  Our  navigation, 
tbat  he  prefers  nazardiag  all  the  caUmiiies  of 
war,  rather  than  suffer  one  feather  to  be  forcibly 


Onsty  intended  locobcludea  treaty  wiih  England, 
when  our  CommissioDers  were  initrucled  to  make 
DO  treaty  unless  Britain  formally  consented  that 
oar  merchant  flaig  should  protect  everr  deserter 
ftom  her  navy? 

The  insertioit  of  thb  riiu  qua  non  in  the  in- 
ttroctions  is  tuSicient  to  satisfy  my  mind  that 


there  was  no  sioceriiy  in  the  negotiation  which 
was  carried  on  with  the  British  Government. 

We  have  been  asked  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles.)  wheiher  ii  can 
be  imagined  that  such  men  asKins.  Monboq,  and 
PiHKNET,  would,  have  colluded  with  the  Execu- 
tive, or,  if  they  vfould  not  have  borne  evidence  of 
his  insineerily  if  such  had  been  the  fact  1  Mr. 
King,  he  tells  us,' is  a  Federalist,  to  whom  w« 
have  lately  given  proof  of  confidence  and  at- 
tachment. Mr.  Monroe,  he  representsvof  b  dis- 
position Dot  likely  to  be  guilty  of  concealmeot 
tbrougli  affection  for  the  Administration;  and 
Mr.'  Pinkney  is  said,  also,  to  be  a  Federalisl. 

All  this  ibe  gentleman  may  take  as  true.  Bat, 
Mr.  King,  sir,  v^as  never  engaged  in  this  nego- 
tiation, and,  as  to  Mr.  Moaroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney, 
I  most  clearly  acqait  them  of  any  collusion  with 
the  President,  because,  so  far  from  colluding  wilb 
bin),' they  have  acted  against  his  secret  and  ex- 
press iiistruciiona.  Surely,  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  sincere  disposition. of  these  gentlemen 
to  make  a  treaty  with  England,  when  they  con-* 
eluded  one  under  the  responsibility  of  acting 
against  their  orders.'  No;  my  charge  of  insin- 
cerity against  the  Bxeculire,  is  founded  upon  ibe 
documents,  a  long  tirtie  secret,  Dow  public,  and 
upon  the  nature  of  the  objections 'wfaicb  hare 

'formly  obstrncted  the  adjusimept  of  our  dif- 
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The  second  impediment  to  the  ratification  of 
(be  treatv  waa,  the  declaration  of  Lords  Holland 
and  Auckland  which  accotopanied  it.  Wbat  did 
this  paper  impose  upon  us?  Resiciance  to  the 
Berlin  Decree.  Aod,  will  you  permit  me  to  ask, 
whether  nwas  ever  yoor  intention  to  submit  to 
that  deeree  1  You  do  not  mean  to  submit-to  ihe 
Orders  in  Council,  and  does  not  the  Berlin  Decree 
g^o  to  the  extent  of  ihosootders?  Are  ybu  better 
prepared,  or  more  disposed  to  submit  to  France 
than  to  England'?  No j -1 -hope  we  shall  agree 
to  fight,  before  we  consent  tbat  etlh«r  of  those 
Powers  shall  give  Ihws  (p  the  oeeaii. 

I  know,  at  one  time,  it  was  pretended  that  the 
Berlin  Decree  was  designed  only  as  a  municipal 
regulation;  muoieipal,  when  it  declared  England 
and  her  dependencies  )n'a  state  of'blockade,  and 
their  manufactures  and  pmdace  liable  to  capture  E 
It  is  true  that  the  Minister  of  tfae  United  State* 
in  JTrance,  got  some  such  explanation  of  the  de- 
cree from  the  French  Minister  of  Marine.  He 
did  not  consider  it  as  derogatine  from  (he  Treaty 
of  1800.  between  France  and  the  United  States. 
But,  when  the  Bmpefor  is  applied  to  by  ibe 
Grand  Judge,  his  answer  is,  "that  since  be  had 
'  not  thought  proper  to  express  any.  exception  in 
'  his  decree,  there  is  oo  ground  to  make  any,  ia 
'  the  execution,  wit^  respect  to  anything  whatso- 
ever." When  the  Minister  of  Marine  Was  ap* 
plied  to  for  his  coustrudtlon  of  the  decree,  he 
gave  his  opinion,  but  affected  not  to  be  the  proper 
organ  of  communication  on  the  subject.  lD,ihi>, 
you  see  that  craft  and  force  were  both  united  for 
the  most  destructive  execution  of  ihe  decree. 

The  decree  was  allowed  to  sleep  for  nearly  a 
year;  a  public  Minister  delivers  bia  opipion  that 
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iiwas'Dotio  iofrmct  our  treaty,  aod,  after  our 
property,  (0  an  immeiiSe  amouol,  ia  allured  by 
ibese  areeitful  appeAragcei  iolo  French  porta, 
Hii  [mperial  Majesty  declares,  in  effect,  throuf^h 
his  Miaister  of  Justice,  that  the  Treaty  with  ihe 
Uaiied  States  was  iiot  expressed  as  an  ezcepiioa 
in  the  decree,  and,  ibeVefare,  ils  provisjoDs  were 
to  form  no  obslmctiDn  to  its  ese^utloii.  So,'  air, 
we  hsTeprobftbly  tost  some  millions  of  dollars  by 
our  uxietjr  to  ooosider  this  deccea  as  a  municipal 
regolaiion.  Suppose,  honreTer.  it  had  not  dr- 
signed  wbpt  lis  terma  so  plainly  express — the 
blockade  of  tbe  Britisb  islel.  In  such  casp,  what 
embarrassment  would  our  QoTeromeDt  have  in- 
curred by  agreeing  to  ibc  proposition  of  the  Eng- 
lish CommisaioDen  to  resist  the  decree,  if  exe- 
cuted against  our  oeuiral  rights  ?  If  F(aace  bad 
eon&ned  the  eieculion  of  the  decree  to  her  own 
ports.  Bntain  conkl  not  hare  cotnplaioed  o(  the-- 
execuiioD  of  faer  own  law,  wilhia  her  own  juris- 
dielion,  and  we  sbould  hare  had  nothing  to  which 
we  wen  to  oppose  resisiance.  Bui,  suppose  the 
decree  had  been  execuUd  on  the  ocean,  and  y«u 
kad  become  bound  to  opposb  its  execulioQ  by 
focce — would  your  andertal(ing  have  been  greater ' 
than  Ihe  oSet  you  Ulely  made  to  £u|rlaDd  in  . 
ease  she  would  repeal  ber  Orders  in  Couiul  1 

1  shall,  bettafler,  have  occasion  to  view  this 
sublet  in  aaaiher  point  of  lighlj  but  at  present. 
I  ask,  did  not  Mr.  Piirkoey  mean  to  tell  Mr.  Can- 
ning,  under  bis  iusttactiuna  from  tbe  President, 
that,  if  Great  Britain  wonid  repeal  her  Orders  ja 
CouiMiJ,  Ibe  United  Stiles  would  resist  ifae  eic- 
ratioti  of  th«  French  decrees  1  This  is  stated  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Piokae^,  of  ifae 
23d  of  August,  1808,  and  admiiied,  as  it  is  not 
denied,  in  tbe  letter  of  Mr.  Piakney  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning sf  the  8ih  of  Oeiober,  in  ttie  same  year. 
VoDF  Gaverament,  tbenj  would  now  agree  to  the 
ler^  which  they  so  todignaotly  repelled  wheu 
fiisi  proposed  to  them,  and  on  the  ground  of 
which,  in  part,  ihey  refused  the  treaty  which 
their  Hinisters  bad  negotiated.  U  would  seem, 
then,  that  no  other  tnaterial  gronnd  remains  for 
tbe  rejection  of  the  treaty  tmtn  tbe  want  of  a 
fatmit  danse  to  secure  oar,  merehaDt  seamen 
■gainst  impressment. 

Is  it  yoor  intention  ever  to  have  a  treaty  with 
BrtiBHi,  or,  are  tbe  iMtions  alwaya  to  continue 
ina  slate  of  str-if^  and  conientiool  Yoqwere 
ofieicd  the  Treaty  of  1794,  and  you  refused  it. 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pioknay  negotiate  a  treaty 
ia  1806.  The  Presiden:  rejects  ii,  an^ioaists  on 
a  point  in  (he  most  obnoxious  form,  which  be 
koows'irill  never  be  coneeded,  and  without  tbe 
coacessioD  of  which  no  Irealy  is  ever  to  be  made. 
Docs  all  this  look  like  a  sinMre  diiposilion  to  ad- 
jost  oar  diSercDces  with  England  7 

It  is  of  imporUDce,  Mr.  Presideot,  to  consider, 
in  Ibe  lale  n^oliatioo,  who  were  the  men  in 
power  in  the  respeetire  countries.  Can  our  Prea- 
ideni  expect  ever  to  see  aa  Bsglish  Admioistra- 
lion  more  disposed  to  treat  upon  favorable  terois 
wib  litis  eoualry,  ihg^n  the  Fox  AdmiustratiooT 
Tbe  Bine  of  Fox  is  the  most  grateful  Enalisb  i 
name  tlut.ia  known  to  nn  Anutican  ear.    From  I 


toy  childhood,  I  have  beard  that  Foi  was  the 
friend  of  America.  He  was  the  early  champion 
of  our  righis  wlien  Briiain  first  ailempied  lo  de- 
prive us  of  ihera.  His  voice  was  always  raisei 
in  oar  favor,  in  oppocition  to  the  power  of  tbe 
Crown.  Pox  was  at  the  head  of  the  aociant. 
Whig  interest  of  England,  and  a  firm  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  freedom.  He  was,  too,  a 
pbilaolhropist,  and  deemed,  in  sentiment,  by 
iiome,  a  citizen  of  the  world.  He  was,  addition-- 
ally,  sir,  a  French  citizen— as  well  as  our  worlhr 
President. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  thai  I  mentioi* 
with  any  invidious  view,  this  last  circumsiBore. 
I  state  it,  only,  for  the  material  purpo^  of  show- 
ing Ibe  community  of  character  between  these 
great  men,  vrhich  recomiaend  ihem  tu  the  frater- 
nization of  the  French  people.  If  Mr.  Jeflef 
sen  was  not  willing  to  accept  the  treaty  which 
Mr.  Fox  offered  him,  from  what  administration 
in  EnE:lBnd  can  he  ever  expect  a  beiii'r?  And 
may  I  not  ask,  also,  if  he  can  look  to  men  in  the 
United  Slates  in  whom  he  will  have  more  confi- 
dence, for  their  skill  alid  integrity,  than  in  those 
whom  he  employed  in  tbe  Late  negotiation?  We 
h^ve  all  hi?ard  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  his  early 
and  bosom  friend,  and  "we  have  all  seen  that  he 
has  been  bis  favorite  Minister. 

Let  us,  also;  not  forget  tbe  time  when  the  treaty 
was  concluded.  No  time  could  have  been  more 
propitious.  It  was  at  tbe  moment  when  England 
W0S  ajokiDE  under  the  triumphs  of  her  adversary. 
Bonaparte  had  jost  broken  to  pieces  the  power 
of  Prussia,  driven  tbe  Russians  to  their  frooiler, 
and  converted  Itteir  Emperor  from  an  enemy  into 
an  ally.  If  you  are  not  sati-ified  with  the  terms 
which  England  vas  willing  to  grant  you  at  a 
moment  of  depression,  can  you  look  for  belter 
when  she  has  less  to  fear  from  your  enmity,  or  to 
bene  from  your  friendship? 

You  find,  air,  that  your  President  was  favored 
fay  erery  circumstance  in  the  negotiailon  of  the 
treaty  which  be  finally  rejected. 

It  ia  not  a  little  remarkable  that  he  should  have 
undertaken  lo  reject  ibis  treaty  without  consult- 
ing the  Senate,  his  Constitutional  advisers.  He 
was  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  treaty,  while 
the  Senate  were  oot  allowed  to  see  it.  He  WOQid 
not  trust  their  opinions  upon  it.  They  might 
have  approved  it,  and  the  responsibility  would 
have  been  still  greater  lo  have  rejected  it  afler 
they  had  agreed  to  it.  Y^u  will  pardon  me  for 
ipeaking  .plainly.  It  is  ny  duty  to  express  my 
iQoviction,  though  I  may  jiappeii  lo  be  wrong. 

To  me  it  has  always  appeared  that  your  Presi- 
dent was  taken  by  surprise  when,  he  found  a  Brit- 
ish Treaty  laid  at  his  door.  His  instructions  to 
bis  Ministers  precluded  the  possibility  of  a  treaty, 
i  never  entered  his  head  that  they  would 
been  daring  enough  to  conclude  a  treaty 
against  his  orders.  Bui,  the  Mioistara  having 
obtained  what  they  considered  the  substance,  dis- 
regarded the  form,  ynd  sent  a  treaty  as  little  look- 
ed for  as  desired. 

I  do  not  mean  to  contend  thai  the  President 
was  bound  to  lay  this  treaty  before  Ibe  Senate, 
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faul,  in  exercUiog  the  power  to  reject  it  without 
Iheir  adfice,  he  took  upoD  himself  a  grebt  respon- 
sibility, sdc]  isaiisw«rable  for  all  Ihecoaiequences 
of  an  act  exclusively  hiiown.  To  this  act,  io  my 
opioioQ,  may  be  aiiributed  the  preteni  embarrass- 
ments of  our  country.  Had  the  treaty  been  accept- 
ed, our  trade  would  have  flourished,  aa  heretofore, 
'  »od  with  it.  our  agriculture,  niatiuroctureB,aRd  the 
fisheries.  But  it  pleased  our  Chief  Mafjisiraie  to 
reject  it,  and  every  day  baa  since  added  to  the 
gloom  which  has  spread  over  our  country.. 

In  this  coudiliou  was  the  slate  of  our  afiairs, 
when  an  nneipecled  ecent  occurred,  calculated 
to  inflame  to  (he  highest  pitch  the  auimosiiy  of 
our  citixcuE  against  the  British  QoTernmeBi.  I 
allude  to  the  allBck  of  the  Leopard  upou  Ilie  CheS' 
apeake,  in  June,  1807,  la  relaiion  to  this  outrage. 
trie  people  of  America  felt  but  ooe  seniimenL  A 
more  WBDloi),  flaffitiotis,  and  perfidious  act  was 
nerer  perpetrated.  It  is  an  act  which  America 
Dever  will,  nor  ought  to  forgive,  till  it  iaeipialed 
by  adequate  satisfactioD.  But  still,  sir,  we  must 
reiirain  our  indiguatioD,  while  we  iaquire  whose 
set  it  was,  and  who  is  answerable  for  it.  Thi 
material  inquiry  is,  was  it,  or  has  it  becom«  thi 
act  of  the  British  GovemraeDt'; 

The  Brilish'Miuister.Bi  soon  as  (he  news  o 
the  occurreocc  reached  him,  Toluotarity  aod  uu 
asked,  declared  that  it  waa  uoanthorized  by  ihi 
OovernmeQi.  He  disavowed  it  in  Parliament 
and  the  King  hiihseif  conSrmed  the  disavowal. 

It  rested  then  as  the  act  of  Admiral- Berkeley. 
The  nation,  however,  were  bound  to  make  satisfac- 
tion fuithe  injury  done  us  by  iheir  public  servant. 
If  tbey  refuse  adequate  satisfactioti,  rhey  adopt 
ifae  act  The  Government  were  stosible  of  this 
obligation,  and  ibey  took  steps  lo  comply  with 
it.     They  sent  a  special    Minister,  for   ihe   aole 

Eurpose  of  mating  reparation  for  the  injury  we 
ad  aufiered.  This  Minister  we  received,  and 
agreed  lo  consider  the  outrage  which  had  been 
committed,  as  the  act  of  GerVtey.  Considered 
as  the  act  of  the  Qovernment,  it  woald  have  been 
an  act  of  open  war.  Yon  commence  a  ne^iia- 
tlon  as  to  the  terms  of  reparation,  but  here  (he 
same  spirit  which  rejected  the  treaty,  baffies  every 
effort  to  accommodate  this  new  cause  of  ofience. 
When  informed  of  (he  a((ack  upon  one  of  our 
public  vessels  by  a  British  man  of  war  under  the 
orders  of  an  Admiral,  our  Government  had  rea- 
son to  apprehena  that  no  iuHividual,  howevar 
high  in  rank,  would  have  hazarded  so  daring  an 
outra^  without  the  authority  of  his  Government. 
With  ihis  view,  and  (o  preserve  peace  and 
tranquillity  in  our  harbors,  we  may  consiiler  the 
Presideot  as  justified  in  issuing  his  proclamation, 
in(erdic(ing  Ihe  en(r3Dce  of  British  armed  ships 
into  the  waters  of  the  United  Stales.  Bui,  str, 
Iha.moment  it  was  astiertained  that  the  act  of 
Berkeley  was  uoajithorizeil,  so  saon  as  the  Gov- 
ernment bad  solemnly  disavowed  it  and  offered 
reparation,  the  proclamation  ouzht  to  have  been 
withdrawn.  Are  you  perraittea  to  punish  a  na- 
tion for  the  acts  of  iis  subjects,  in  which  ii  does  not 
participate  1  The  law  and  the  ^aclice  of  civil- 
ized nations  t)D  this  point,  is  explicit  and  unifotm. 


When  the  subjectof  one  Power  offcndia^nal 
the  sovereignly  of  another,  this  will  not  jusiify 
retaliation  upon  oiher  mi bj eels  of  the  same  Power 
with  Ihe  one  who  offi-oded.  It  has  uniformly 
he^o  our  own  doctrine,  and  it  is  the  common  Id- 
leiesl  of  mankind  to  maiulain  it,  that  in  such 
case  you  must  apply  lo  the  sovereign  of  the  parly 
offending,  and  absiain  from  any  act  of  hosuliiy 
(ill  he  refuse  you  reparation.  This  course  our 
Goverament  did  not  puntue;  for  ihe  set  of  an 
individual  (hey  retaliated  against  his  nation. 

Upon  the  grounds  which  nave  been  slated,  you 
may  excuse  the  issuing  of  tbe  proclamation i  bat 
what  excuse  is  therefor  its  cunli  nuance,  when 
we  acknofi'ledge  ourselves,  in  treating  for'repa- 
raiion,  ibat  the  act  complained  of  is  the  act  of  aa 
indifiduat,  aod  not  of  his  Qovernment7 

A  proclamatioD  like  the  one  issued,  without 
adequate  cause,  was  a  breach  of  neutrality,  and 
a  just  cause  of  war.    For,  lo  idinit  iu'to  your 

Eons  and  grant  succor  lo  the  armed  ships  of  one 
Hligerent,  while  you  exclude  those  of  the  other, 
is  not  consistent  with  that  impartiality  which 
belligerents  ars  entitled  to  claim -from  neutral*. 
The  point  was  eo  understood  and  sofelt  by  ibe 
British  Government,  and  they  required,  as  they 
had  a  right  lo  do,  thai  as  they  had  not  commit- 
ted the  act  complained  of,  the  proclamation,  which 
hadanoptfraliooorappearaneeof  bostihty  against 
them,  shnuld  be  recalled.  If  ihey  refosed  repara- 
tion, we  had  ■  right  to  redresi  ourselres;  but  bad 
we  a  right  lo  take  the  redress  inio  out  own  haodt, 
aod  at  tke-same  lime  to  require  them  to  make  us 
reparation?  When  you  ask  justice,  you  must  ex- 
pect to  do  it.  A  BBiioo  should  be  at  ready  io 
perform  its  duties  as  to  insist  upon  its  rights. 
The  Briliah  OovertMurnt  had  given  sufficient 
evidence  of  a  disposition  to  grant  satisfaction  for 
the  injury  done  us,  by  sending  10  the  country  a 
special  Minister  for  the  purpose;  that  Minister 
was  instructed  tO'make  voluntary  reparai.i<>i>i  hut 
I  to  grant  none  under  the  coercion  of  the  proda- 
'  mation.  In  hii  hrit  comtaliBicatioo  lo  the  Stc- 
reiary  of  State,  he  inlbrmed  him  (hat  his  power* 
did  not  allow  him  to  make  reiwraiion  unless  the 
'proclamation  was  wiihdrawo.  The  afEaii  was 
'''       managed  with  sufficient  adroitness  to  catch 


the  Secretary  a 

(his  proclamation  so  tenaciously  insisted  on't  ii 
you  bad  revoked  iL  aod  the  reparation  offered 
was  deemed  insufficient,  you  would  h8Ve  no  diffi- 
culty in  renewing  it.  It  is  no  task  to  our  Presi- 
dent to  issue  a  proclamation  ^al  most,  we  contend 
only  for  a  paini  of  etiquette,  a  thing  imporiaat 
perhaps  io  a  monarchy  but  very  little  respected 
among  us  Republicans.  Qive  me  leave  lo  say, 
that  in  this  negoitaiion  I  soon  bec&me  petsuadeu. 
that  the  difference  in  qnesiion  was  noi  to  be  set- 
tled by  itself,  but  was  to  aland  open  in  the  general 
account.  Ifthere  had  been  a  sincere  desire  to 
settle  it,  the  paltry  measure  of  the  proclamation 
would  not  hare  formed  an  obstacle  for  a  moment. 
I  have  here  a  new  and  gieat  proof  that  Ihe  Ei- 
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MuEtre  ia  not  aincerdv'devireua  of  a  fall  aod 
fricDdlraelllrniealDralfdiflereDceswilbEnglaTiil. 
It  may  be  difficult  to  trace  the  matiTe  which  gar- 
eras;  but  1  cao  plainlj  discover  the  Mtue  spirit 
now,  vbieh  >giiat«d  the  Daijon  in  I795i  a  Kpirit 
IhfD  labdncd  by  the  migbiy  influence  ofWisb- 
ingtoo,  but  which  has  aince  risea  with  increased 
stieogth,  and  sow  dominalps. 

1  coDtider,  sir,  that  the  measures  of  the  Adtnii>- 
btniioD  bare  been  noton^iDsincere,  buteziteiop- 
Ij  feeble ;  tbey  will  not  settle  the  differences  with 
England,  and  yet  bare  not  courage  openly  to 
qoiirel  with  her.  T hay  pass  a  noD-impoTiaiioa 
actio  jHiaish  the  impressment  of  seamcD  and  the 
■ggreauoDsopdo  our  carrying  trade ;  they  eiclude 
by  prodamutlioD  British  armed  shi^  from  our 
waun  to  •veuge  the  outrage  on  the  Chesapeake; 
and  what  beoefii  lo  ourseWes  or  detiiroeut  to  our 
adverary  bave  these  measures  produced?  They 
■re  caleulatod  to-  increase  the  animosity  between 
tfae  oaiioDi,  but  I  know  of  do  other  effect  ihey 
tan  prodace.  So  far,  indeed,  have  they  been  from 
consminiag  Britain  to  accede  lo  our  terms,  thai 
they  have  rendered  her  more  regardlera  of  our 
ligbu  and  interests.'  She  has  since  given  us  new 
a&d  moie  feeling  causes  of  eompTaiot  by  her 
Ofd«T«  in  CoUDCil  of  the  7lh  of  January,  and  ibe 
lUli  of  November,  1807.  Theae  orders  take  from 
us  the  ttadeof  nearly- all  Europe.  They  are  the 
coDnterpan  of  tbe  French  decrees.  Qod  forbid 
tbat  I  should  Justify  ihem!  I  will  never  admit 
thai  France  or  England  basa  right  ttunake  laws 
foe  ibe  ocean ;  nor  shall  f  ever  hesitate,  when 
they  iaaixt  on  tbe  execution  of  aubh  laws,  lo  de- 
clare myself  for  war.  I  am  as  free  as  anr  gentie- 
mui  ia  this  Senate,  lo  protest  against  soomissiou 
to  the  decrees  of  France  or  the  orders  of  England  : 
bat  is  DoiaDbmLasioD  lo  the  decrees  as  disgraceful 
a»  snbmiuioD  to  the  orders?  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  said  nolhinf)  of  the  decrees;  nothing 
of  ft  war  with  Franoe-^his  resentmeot  was 
ined  to  Britain. 

We  have,  sir,  to  choose  our  eilemy  between 
these  (WO  nations.  We  'are  hardly  equal  to  a 
conieniioD  a^in«t  both  at  the  same  titde. 

How  does  tbe  case  stand  in  relation  to  them 
The  Emperor  first  issues  his  BerLinDecree,  intei 
dieting  oar  trade  to'BnglanU  and  her  colonies 
England  then  gave  us  rtolice,  if  yuu  bUow  Franc 
to  prevent  your  iradiogwith  us,  we  will  not-suffer 
yon  to  trade  with  France,  [f  you  are  lame  enough 
lo  submit  to  a  French  decree,  tdu  will  surely  not 
be  too  proud  to  yield  to  British  orders.  Assure 
m  that  yoD  will  resist  the  eiecmion  of  tbe  decree, 
and  we  will  not  retort  its  principtes  upon  yon. 
This  ottr  GovernmenI  declined  liojng,  and  led 
En^nd  to  pursue  herown  coarse.  Her  Gor^ 
ernment  then  issues  the  order  of  ihe  eleventh  of 
November,  retaliating  the,  Betiiu  decree.  .  I  do 
Bol  defend  this  order;  but  if  the  Administration 
had  resisted,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  the  Ber- 
lin decree,  we  should  not  have  seen  the  order. 
'Wbatnow  is  tb  be  done?  -England  insists  on 
brr  orders,  a*  a  measore  of  retaliaiion  against 
Pnoee.  PEevail  on  France  to  repeal  her  decrees 
or  agte«  to  reaiat  tbe  execution  of  ifaem ;  and  if 


Bnglaod'  (hen  executes  her  orders,  I  will  be  as 
ady  as  any  man  to  go  to  war  with  her. 
No  such  course  has  been  taken,  but  what  have 
we  done?  Laid  an  embargo.  And  for  what 
purpose  did  we  lay  the  erobarga?  This  is  a 
subject  of  conjecture  to  some  ;  but  our  Govern- 
ment (ell  us,  It  was  lo  preserve  our  ships,  our 
rs,  and  our  mercantile  capital.  Some  have 
lo  preserve  them  from  the  operation  of  the 
rs  in  CouDctl.  When  the  embargo  was  laid 
the  Orders  in  Coancil  were  not  known  in  ibis 
country. 
Of  this  fact  I  want  nostronger  proof,  no  stronger 
in  exist,  than  that  the  President  in  bis  Message 
>  Congress,  is  which  he  recommends  the  em- 
bargo, says  no(  a  word  of  these  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. No,  the  embargo  was  not  produced  by  the 
Orders  in  Council,  our  by  auylhing  wbieh  we 
h(«rd  from  England,  but  by  o^wa  which  bad 
then  been  recently  received  from  France. 
We  are  told  the  embargo  was  losave  our  ships, 
ur  sailors,  and  mercantile  capital.  I  do  not  be- 
ieve  that  such  was  its  object,  but  if  such  were 
[s  purpose,  we  have  been  miserabt)'  disappointed. 
?he  embargo  for  a  short  period  might  have  been 
a  prudent  measure.  As  a  step  of  preeaulioD, 
to  collect  our  seamen  and   mercantile  capital,  I 


■  °S 


sense,  to  propose  it  as  a  scheme 
permanent  security,  as  it  must  dail^  consume, 
and  finally  anoihilate  (be  objects  of  its  preserva* 
tion.  Your  ships  onee  in,  and  the  danger  known, 
you  should  have  left  your  merchants  to  their  own 
discretion.  They  would  have  calculated  (ha 
profits  and  the  perils,  and  been  determined  by 
tbe  balance  of  the  account.  No  class  of  sooiety 
is  more  capable  of  taking  care  of  ilsrlf.  ' 

It  is  said  we  have  preserved  onr  seimeu.  The 
President  has  as  gravely  repeaMd  this  remark  in 
bis  Meuage,  as  he  recommended  lo  us  to  devise 
means  to  dispose  of  our  surplus  revenue,  at  a  mo- 
mehi  when  It  was  erident  that  the  situation  of 
our  country  would  drain  the  Treasury  of  its  last 
dollar. 

Where  are  your  sailors!    They  are  liol  t< 


are  to  be  found  begging  in  your 
roads  and  at  your  dOors. 

As  to  our  snips  and  mercantile  capital,  tbeone- 
tenlh  part  of  tbe  loss  from  decay  and  waste  and 
want  of  employment,  would  have  paid  for  an  in- 
surance against  every  danger  to  which  tfaey 
wonld  have  been  exposed.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion, Mr.  President  to  detain  you  with  any  details 
oh  (his  subject,  as  I  should  be  compelled  to  repeat 
the  samfl  things  which  have  been  stated  by  other 
gentlemen  on  a  former  occasion.  But  there  are 
some  general  views  of  the  subject  uoi  uodeserr- 
jns  ofnotLce,  which  yet  remain  to  be  taken. 

If  the  embargo  were  ever  a  measure  of  precau- 
tion it  Mriainly  has  long  lost  that  character.  As 
a  measure  of  coercion,  it  was  hopeless  unless  com- 
pletely executed.  If  (he  party  to  be  coerced 
was  partially  soppUed,  theoojecl  was  defeated. 

Now  I  ask  you,  air,  if  your  Qorerameot  ought 
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not  to  have  been  acguaiated  wiib  its  oirn  powers,, 
its  owD  people, and  Iuowd  (iluaiioii,  well  enough 
to  have  knowD  that  it  was  impossible  forttio 
ConGae  ihe  whole  produce  of  llie  counlry  within 
its  limits  for  any  length  of  lime  1  Ou[;lit  tliev  not 
to  have  seen  Ibc  vast  lempiaiions  which  hare 
arisen  and  presented  themselTes,  as  well  to  our 
own  ciiizeos  at  lo  foreignets,  to  combine  in  order 
to  break  or  elude  your  laws?  Ougbt  Itiey  not 
to  have  linowQ  that  with  our  extent  of  coast 
and  frontiers,  with  our  numerous  waters,  that  a 
wretched  ffuoboBt  aaTy,  aided  er^n  by  ten  thou- 
sand regulars,  was  not  capable  of  coTerin^  our 
borderland  shutting  up  ijie  numberl&s  outlets 
of  tbe  coDQtry  1  Cauld  they  expect  that  patriot- 
ism was  to  feed  and  clolhe  the  people  of  the 
North ;  or  that  tbousand*  would  euomit  to  starve 
iit  order  lo  conbibnte  to  the  sDccets  of  an  ex- 
periment 7 

We  all  know  that  tbe  opposiiiou  to  the  embar- 
go in  the  Eastern  Slates  is  not  tbe  opposition  ol 
a  political  party,  or-of  a  few  disdooteated  men,  biil 
the  resistance  of  the  people  lo  a  measure  which 
ihey  feel  as  oppreMive  and  regard  as  ruini 
The  people  of  this  country  are  not  to  be  gori 
ed  by  force,  but  iij  aSeclion  and  confidence.  It 
if  for  them  we  legislate ;  and  if  they  do  not  ''*" 
OUT  law*,  it  is  our  duty  to  repeal  them. 

It  is  madnns  to  talk  of  forcing  sabmission 
wbeu  tb'ere  is  general  dissatisfaction.  Your  Got- 
eroment  is  in  tbe  hands  of  the  people ;  it  ha 
force  bat  what  it  derives  from  them;  and  yonr 
enforcing  lawi  are  dead  letters  when  they 
ODce  driven  to  resist  your  measures. 

It  would  sir,  be  some  consolation,  amid  Ibe 
safieriogs  which  this  miserable  system  has  caus- 
ed, if,  is  looking  abroad,  we  could  discover  ibat 
the  nations  who  have  lajured  and  ofiended  us 
felt  its  oppression  only  equally  with  ourselves. 
But  when  we  find  that  we  have  been  scourging 
ourselves  for  their  benefit  end  amusemetit,  'vtcD 
ihey  can  tell  us  with  indifference  and  conletdpt 
that  they  feel  for  us,  but  that  we  must  correct 
our  own  folly ;  instead  of  roeeting  with  the  poor 
comfort  which  we  expected,  we'are  overwhelmed 
with  accumulated  mortification. 

Was  this  a  measure  againat  France  1  No; 
(he  Emperor  commends  the  mignanimous  sacri- 
fice which  you  have  made  of  your  comnMrce,  ra- 
ther thau  submit  to  British  lyraony  onthe  ocean. 
Hit  Imperial  Majesty  never  approves  what  he 
does  not  like,  and  he  never  likes  what  does  not 
comport  with  bis  own  designs.  I  consider  it  ad- 
mitted that  the  embargo  was  iDtended  to  coerce 
England,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
nowcontendsthat,'if  it  had  been  strictly  executed, 
it  would  have  bad  that  effect.  Nothing  has  hap- 
pened that  common  foresight  might  Dotliave  fore- 
seen. The  gentleman  has  read  to  you  extracts 
from  an  Eajjlish  pamphlet,  published  before  the 
embargo  was  laid,  which  prediets  the  very  eva- 
sions of  the  law,  the  discontents  it  would  pro- 
duce, and  the  opposition  it  would  meet  with, 
which  we  all  have  had  the  melancholy  opportu- 
nity of  wiinessing.'  I  know  the  pamphlet  wesra- 
ferred  to  flv  another  parpose— to  ahow  thai  Brit- 


ish gold  or  influence  bid  corrupted  or  seduced  the 
Vermontese  before  the  embargo  was  imposed. 
The  gentlemsD  may  believe  the  fact  lo  be  lo,  if 
he  pleases;  bnl  1  say,  sir,  that  youi  Qovernmenl 
here,  with  all  its  means  of  information,  ought  to 
hare  known  as  moch  about  the  condition  oC  Ver- 
mont as  a  pamphleteer  on  the  other  side  of  (he 

It  seems  DOW  to  be  admitted,  aqd  tbe  fad  ia 
too  evident  to  be  denied,  that  the  embargo  has 
failed  in  its  coercive  effect  upon  Britain.  Tbe 
want  of  hreadj  cotton,  or  lumber,  has  aeitb.ei 
starved  her  subjects  nor  excited  thbm  to  insurrec- 
tion. Some  gentlemen  have  shrewdness  enough 
to  discover  an  effect  in  an  English  'price  current, 
which  might,  to  he  sure,  have  been  owing  la  the 
embargo,  or  might  have  been  produced  by  the  op- 
eration on  Ibe  market  of  some  p^lvaie  specula- 
tions. But  it  has  enriched  Canada,  and  baa 
taoirht  the  islands  their  policyand  ability  to  live 
without  us. 

Would  lo  God,  Mr.  Preaideoi,  that  tbe  embn- 
00  bad  done  as  little  eyil  to  oarielvea  as  it  baa 
done  to  foreign  nailont!' 

It  is  ourselves  who  are  the  victims  of  this  itit»- 
erable  eiperimenl.  Your  Treaaury  will  loee  at 
least  fifteen  milJioM  of  dollars,  and  your  coun- 
try. In  addition,  not  less  than  forty.  This  tax  bat 
noi  been  so  much  felt,  ihoagh  it  ha*  not  in  truth 
been  less  paid,  because  the  embargo  has  not  taken 
the  money  out  ofour  poekets,  hut  only  prcTentcd 
it  going  into  them.  This  measate  has  been  not 
ooly  ruinous  to  our  interests,  bat  it  is  hostile  to 
the  geniua  of  our  Government.  It  calls  for  an 
increase  of  your  regular  Army,  and  a  vast  ajg- 
mentation  to  your  military  force.  Tea  thousand 
bayonets  were  not  sufficient  to  enforce  it,  but  fif- 
ty thousand  volvnieers  (as  I  have  aeen  by  a  bill 
on  the  table)  were  to  M  invited  to  assisi  in  ils 
execution. 

That  measure  of  an  Admiaiuration  which 
arms  citizen  agaiosi  citizen,  or  requires  the  sol- 
dier lo  act  against  the  citizen,  I*,  baneful  to  lib- 
erty. If  persevered.in,  there  would  noon  be  nn 
end  of  fceegoveTDment. 

'  The  effect  is  also  to  be  deprecated,  upon  the 
spirit  of  rouf  military.'  They  are  called  upon  (o 
execute  tne  laws  they  are  unable  to  constrne,  and, 
in  obeying  their  orders,  are  exposed  to  the  com- 
mission of  innrder. 

Yonr  nsval  forces  are  tent  out  to  cruise,  not 
for  eoemies,  bnl  for  defenceless  fellow-elilzens^ 
and  they  return  to  bossi,  not  of  a  gallant  battle, 
but  of  a  miEerable  seizure,  which  may  bring  pov- 
erty upon  some  wretched  family  in  their  own 

it  has  been  often  said,  in  der«nca  of  the  emhni- 
go,  that  the  nation  bad  nothing  left  but  that  men- 
sure,  submission,  or  war.  Can  you  distinguish 
between  the  embargo  and  sabmissioo  i  Can  you 
pretend  to  say  what  isa  valuntary  self-restrict ioa 
imposed  as  a  matter  of  choice?  Can  k  be  de- 
nied that  it  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  theena- 
dact  of  one  or  both  of  tbe  belligerents]  And, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fact,  dan  you  de- 
scribe it  aa  anything  but  rile,  ^ject  inbiniBnon  f 
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Fnoce  tells  pou,  you  shall  not  irade  to  Britain  ; 
jon  ob«r  her.  Britain  tflla  you,yau  Bhall  not 
irade  with  France  ;  you  sabtnit.  You  have  not 
misted  the  DecrNs  or  Orders,  but  have  complied 
viih  rtie  object  of  both.  We,  have  borne  the  bur- 
den of  the  embargo  till  jt  has  almost  broke'  our 
back9i,uid  evEn  when  we  are  sinking  under  it, 
Te  prelend  to  say,  it  is  no  task  lo  bear  it.  In  this 
nse,  it  is  rben  said,  there  only  temaiaed  sabmi^- 
sioB  or  war.  Subinission  I  put  oul  of  Che  ease. 
I  tnut  in  Ood  it  never  entered  into  The  head  of 
ose  American.  Bat  I  deny  that  war  is  necessa- 
rilr  the  sltevnative;  aod  I  nerer  will  admit  iE, 
till  I  see  BiaceTe  eSbrts  made  to  accoramodate  our 
diSerfDces  with  England.  The  PreeidenI,  in  his 
Uesrage  at  the  openinr  of  Cbngress,  would  give 
OS  the  impression  that  Britain  had  refused  lbs  last 
lad  the  fBireat-- oBer  it  was  in  tbe  po«et  of  our 
Qovetament  lo  make,  in  order  to  preserve  peace. 
It  will  be  important  for  vs  lo  uoderatand  the  na- 
I ore  and  extent  of  that  offer.  The  proposition, 
ao  doubt,  was  made  hy  Mr.  Piakne^,  in  conform-, 
iiy  with  his  inslraetions.  To  avoid  error,  1  will 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  SeMle  the 
words  of  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Canning  on  lh%  sub- 
ject, in  his  lelief  of  [he  23d  of  August  last 
"■  I  had  the  honor  to  etate  to  joD  sir,  ftat  jt 
mtonUoii  of  the  President,  in  cue  Grtnt  Britain  re- 
peded  bsT  orden,  u  re{{arded  the  United  States,  to 
vciae  tbe'Dowcr  vested  in  him  bj  the  act  of  the 
wioa  of  Coagrees^  entitled  ■  An  act  to  aalhorin  the 
PraadcM  of  the  United  Statte,  ander  certain  conditaons,' 
te  eosfe  niT  tha  opatatjan  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo 
flo  all  Aiyt  and  vMaeli  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Statee,  and  the  sevcnl  supplemeotar^  act 
Ihenla,'  by  snqieDdHlg  the  embargo  Ian  and  its  aupfdi 
■aula  m  n^aids  "      -   "   -  ■ 


t  Britain.     I  am  authoriied  to 
a  the  moat  formal  mana< 

Now,  sir,  what  ia  the  Jimount  of  this  boasted 
offer  T  Nothing  more  than  the  assurance  of 
Uinisier,of  an  iDteutioo  of, the  President  ,ii 
more  the  embai^  in  case  <he  Orders  in  Council 
were  actaally  repealed.  Great  Britain  was  i 
peal  her  Orders,  allow  the  President  lo  m(ke  the 
most  oi  tbst  act  lyilh  her  enemy,  and  trust  i< 
execDliDg  his  good  intenlioS  when  it  should 
his  goad  plaasute.'  The  offer  to  Eogiand  related 
only  to  the  embargo,  when  this  experimental 
measure,  so  far  from  bainz  injurious  to  her,  was 
adding  wealth  and  iirengih.  It  leates  her  navi- 
gatioa  without  a  rival  on  the  ocean,  and  has  le- 
tiored  to  her  more  seamen  than  she  could  hare 
inpc«*sed  in  tea  years.  Well  mfty  Mr.  Canning 
say  there  it  no  BMlgnahle  relation  between  the  re- 
aioval  of  the  embargo  and  the  repeat  of  the  Or- 
ders ID  Council. 

The  President  had  instructed  his  Minister  lo 
■MUie-lbe  British  Qovetnment  that  the  embargo 
was  designed  solely  aa  a  municipal  reeulation, 
opeiatiag  Id  favor  of  Britain,  If  she  will  relieve 
OS  from  the  pressure  of  a  measare  adopted  against 
her  eHcmy.  Bui,  let  me  ask,  was  there  any  offer 
made  to  rescind  the  proclamation  or  to  repeal  the 
aoa-ioipartationlawil  Two  meatures  much  more 
oSeasire  and  hostile  to  Great  Britain  than  the 
embargo.    With  these  laws  in  Ci»ce,  it  wai'  a 


:  mockery  to  offer  the  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo. What  more  proof  do  we  want,  than  this 
transaction  affords,  toat  the  Eieculive  has  not 
been  sincere  in  his  endeavors  to  restore  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  this  country  and  England? 
And  therefore  it  is  that  I  contend  war  is  not  un- 
avoidable with  that  nation.  I  confess,  sir.  I  should 
think  a'wnr  with  Endand,  one  of  the  greatest 
evils  which  could  befall  this  eounirv,  not  only 


'hieb  it  would  give  birth. 
Wq  have  seen  what  has  been  the  course  of  the 
Governnjent  In  relation  to  Britain;  and  I  wilt 
beg  a  few  moments  to  examine  what  has  been 
conduct  in  repaid  to  France.  The  last  propo- 
>Q  made  to  Britain  is  well  known— the  docu- 
its  fully  disclose  it;  but  what  at  the  same 
e  was  proposed  to  the  French  Government? 
This  we  know  little  of.  We  have  not  heen  fur- 
ibedwith  the  correspondence  with  that  Goy- 
iment  on  the  subject.  The  transaction  is  cot- 
ered  with  a  dark  and  impenetrable  veil.  Tb« 
President  'tells  ua  in  his  Message  that  the  same 
proposals  were  not  made  to  the  two  belligerents; 
and  it  would  seem,  from  what  he  hints,  that  the 
offer  to  France  in  case  she  repealed  her  decrees, 
was  to  join  her  in  the  war  against  England.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  tha,t  we  have  lost  more  by  the 
spoliations,  and  have  been  more  harassed  naiet 
the  arbitrary  edicts  of  France,  than  of  England. 
By  the  Treaty  of  1800,  wc  gave  up  n^ore  than 
tvfenty  millions  of  dollars  which  had  been  seize4, 
and  confiscated  in  France.  Since  that  time  we 
are  officially  informed,  that  an  amount  nearly 
equal  has  heen  seized,  and  confiscated  or  seques- 
tered. Sbe  has  wantonly  burnt  our  ships  on  the 
ocean  ahd  made  ilo  compensation.  Her  Berlin 
decree,  of  theSlsi  of  November  1806,  commenced 
the  present  syaten^  of  oiltrage  nppn  neutral  rights. 
In  effect  it  interdicts  all  trade  with  Eneknd  and 
her  oolonies.  This  is  fijllowed  by  the  Milan  de- 
cree pf  the  17lh  of  December,  .1807.  Under  this 
edict  an  American  vessel  which  has  been  search* 
ed,OT  viiiied  against  her  will, 'by  a  British  cruiser, 
or  is  proceeding  (Oj  or  returning  fiom  Eogiand,  is 
liable  to  be  captured  as  good  prize.  And  finally, 
to  complete  this  moHstrous  system,  comes  the. 
Bayonne  decree,  the  t7th  of  April  1808.  which 
declares  every  American  vessel,  fbtind  upon  th« 
ocean,  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation.  O})- 
posed  to'these  aecuhiulaied  violations  of  oar  neu- 
tral rights,  what,  step  has  otir  Government  taken 
•gainst  France  1 

Have  they  passed  a  non-importation  act,  issued 
a  pioelamation,  or  imposed  an  embargo  1  The 
last  measure  is  general  in  its  terms,  but  iravow- 
ediy  Bsainst  England  alone.  No,  (hey  have  eon- 
tented  themselves  with  memorializing,  remon- 
strating, and  protesting.  Against  England  we 
took  every  step  short  of  war,  agaijiBl  France  n« 
h^ve  employed  nothing  hut  gentle  words.  Has 
yo.QT  Government  then  shown  an  equsl  resent- 
meot  agftinst  the  wroilgs' suffered  from  Ihe^e  two 
Powers  1 
It  may  be  from  the  habit  of  enduring;  but  we 
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do  not  feel  bd  aggrMsion  from  Vttuce  with  the 
Mine  qutckoeiB  and  sensibility  that  we  do  from 
EDEland.  Let  as  see,  sir,  the  same  coodiicl  ob- 
served with  regard  to  both  belligereots ;  let  us 
flee  the  impedimeats  to  a  friendly  setilemeat  with 
Great  Britain  removed  ;  let  us  witness  a  sinceie 
effort  msdf,  to  regulate  the  intereoucse  of  the  two 
natioDs  by  a  treaty  formed  on  principles  of  mu- 
tual concession  and  equal  inlerest,  aD4  I  will 
answer  for  il,  if  Great  Britain  persists  in  her  or- 
ders.  that  you  will  find  aodivisioD  in  ibis  cduqIt]', 
OD  the  question  whether  we  ahall  submit  to  (hem 
or  resist  [heir  execution. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  detain  you  a  few 
moments  longer.  I  am  aeoMble  that  I  have  al- 
ready trespassed  upon  the  inJulzence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  1  shall  hasten  to  coaclude  the  ren^arks 
which  I  have  thought  it  of  importance  to  make 
upon  the  resolution  which  has  been  submitted. 

The  objects  of  the  resolution  are  embarijo,  noi 
intercourse,  and  non-rmportatioa.  as  to  Englan 
and  France  and  Iheir  colonies.  The  existine;  en 
bargo  is  to  be  repealed  only  in  pari,  ooe-harr  the 
channel  of  your  riven  is  opened,  the  other  half  is 
to  be  embargoed  ;  and  vessels  may  proceed  to  sea. 
but  they  must  not  pass  throiigb  Ihe  embargoed 
w«ters.  I  can  well  conceive  of  one  port  in  the 
Uniied  Slates  being  embarked  and  the  others 
open ;  but  of  an  embargo  which  gives  the  right 
lo  every  vessel  in  the  harbor  to  leave  it,  I  contees 
1  hare  no  comprehension.  I  should  have  supposed 
that  ihe  honorable  genllemftn  might  have  ven- 
tured to  repeal  the  embargo  generally,  and  trusted 
to  the  provisions  on  the  subject  of  non-intercoiirse 
to  accemplish  what  seems  to  be  the  object  in  view, 
in  partially  retaining  it.  Sir,  it  is  a  strange  in- 
fatuation that  the  name  of  this  odious  measure 
ahould  he  preserved,  when  the  thing  itself  is 
abandoned. 

And  what,  sir,  are  we  to  gain  by  a  non-inter- 
course T  It  can  never  benefit  ibe  nation— Il  is 
nothing  more  than  a  part  of  that  miserable  mus- 
quito  system,  which  is  to  sting  and  irritate  Eng- 
land into  aits  of  hostiliiy.  I  have  no  doubt  she 
sees  the  object,  and  she  will  take  care  not  to  sire 
U)  the  adraoiage  which  would  be  derived  ^pm 
war  being  commenced  on  her  part.  But,  I  ask. 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  non-intercoursel  Isee 
no  other  than  that  il  will  require  two  voyages  in- 
stead of  one  to  transport  our  produce  (o  the  mar- 
kets of  the  interdicted  countries.  You  carry  your 
merchandise  to  Lisbon,  and  there depesite  it ;  and 
from  thence  it  is  carried  in  foreign  ahips  to  Bag- 
land  and  France.  Who  will  pay  the  eipense  of 
this  circuity  ef  transportation  1  The  United 
States.  It  will  he  deductedfrom  the  price  of  your 
produce.  Can  the  gentleman  contrive  no  system 
which  will  operate  with  less  severity  upon  our- 
aelvec  than  upon  those  whom  he  deems  our  en- 
emies f  If  the  resolution  has  no  design,  but  what 
is  apparent  on  the  face  of  it,  it  is  evident  that  its 
sole  operation  is  against  ourselves.  lis  ineritaHle 
effect  will  be  to  reduce  the  proGi  of  what  we  hare 
to  sell,  and  to  increase  the  expense  of  what  we 
hare  to  purchase.  lean  perceive  also,  sir,  thai 
it  will  be  a  mea'siira  of  unequal  pressure  upon  dif- 


ferent sections  ot  the  cooniry,  and  ihai  its  weight 
will  fall  heaviest  upon  that  part  of  the  Union  al- 
ready too  much  galled  to  suffer  any  addiliOD  to 
its  burden.  The  lumber,  the  live  stock,  the  fith, 
and  ihe  articles  of  common  exportation  lo  the 
Eastward  will  not  bear  the  eipense  of  douUe 
freights.  Will  ihey  thank  you  for  repealing  ibe 
embargo,  and  adopting  a  subslilule  which  contin- 
ues to  shut  the  ports  of  the  North  while  it  opens 
those  of  Ihe  South?  Will  they  thank  you  for  a 
measure  which  deprives  them  even  of  the  hiise- 
rable  consolalion  of  having  fellow  sufferers  ia 
their  diairesa'!  If  this  resolution  be  adopted  you 
do  nothing  to  heal  the  wounds  which  you  have 
ioflicled.  If  New  England  loses  her  trade  she 
will  derive  no  comfort  from  iis  being  under  a  non- 
intercourse,  and  not  under  an  embargo  law. 
"  It  is  a  part  of  the  resolution,  that  we  are  to  im- 
port no  produce  ar  merchandise  from  England, 
or  France,  or  their  colonies.  Do  you  expect,  sir, 
Ihatalawlo  this  effect  could  ever  be  executed, 
jn  time  of  peace?  As  to  the  manufaciures  of 
England  she  can  make  them  the  manDfaeinresof 


10  which  your  trade  is  open,  and  she  will  defy 
you  to  distinguish  her  fabrics  from  those  they 
attempt  to  imiiaie.  But,  sir,  the  consequence 
chiefly  to  be  dreaded  from  sUch  a  measure  woald 
be  the  practice  of  smuggling,  to  which  it  woald 
certainly  give  birth.  Can  you  expect  in  0Demo> 
fiienl  to  cnange  tha  habits  of  a  whole  connlryl 
We  know,  sir,  the  power  of  habit :  it  is  a  second 
nature.  Can  en  act  of  Congress  instantly  change 
your  nature  1  No,  sir — the?  who  can  affurd  it, 
will  have  what  they  hare  baen  aeeustomed  to. 
They  will  pay  any  price  for  arlioles,  without 
which,  perhaps  they  can  scarcely  exist.  Smug- 
gling must  followr-and  will  follow  with  forgery 
and  penury  in  its  train.  It  is  the  honor  and  coar- 
acter  of  your  trading  people  which  now  protects 

Jou  from  smuggling.  Break  down  this  sentiment, 
abitnate  them  lo  perjury,  destroy  ibe  disgrace 
attached  to  this  riiAaiifjn  of  your  law,  and  yoa 
lose  half  the  security  and  means  you  have  iu  the 
collection  of  your  reAnne.  ' 

The  complaint  has  been  made,  that  while  we 
find  fault  With  the  measures  proposed,  we  refuse 
to  point  out  the  course  we  irould  have  the  Ad- 
ministration to  pursue.  1  have^  sir.'no  hesitation 
on  my  part  to  disclose  my  opinion,  of  to  offar  the 
humble  assistance  of  my  advice  on  ihe  subject. 
In  a  few  words  [  will  tell  you  what  I  would  do : 
Place  England  and  France  upon  the  same  footing, 
by  repealing  the  n on- impo nation  act,  rescinding 
tiie  praclamalion,  and  repealing  the  embargo. 
Then  a^  for,  and  insist  tipon  adequate  reparation 
for  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  Make  a  treaty 
with  Qreat  Britain,  if  as  good  terms  could  be  o> 
tained  as  those  in  either  of  the  treaties  which  have 
been  refused.  Agree  to  resist  the  execution  of  the 
Berlin  Decree,andifihe  afterwards  persisted  inhet 
Ordersof  Councilgdeclare  woragainsther.  Such 
would  be  mr  course.  War  would  be  the  last 
resort,  and  1  believe,  in  my  conscience,  we  should 
never  be  driven  to  it,  if  the  cdurae  were  pursued 
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wilh  B  sincere  disposition  to  preserve  peace. 
Pertnit  me,iiir,  to  notice  one  remark  of  the  .hoa- 
orable  gentleman  Ttonx  Virginia,  which  had 
escaped  me,  and  I  am  done.  The  geatleman  told 
US  thai  the  remoTal  of  the  embargo  was  desi^coed 
■3  «  concession  to  our  Eastern  bretbieo.  I  rejoiced 
to  hear  this  sentiment  of  forbeBraoce.  -  Suchsen- 


— another  false  step,  and  we 
Tss.  Oar  safely  is  in  tread' 
ing  back  oar  steps.  We  have  lost  our  way.  Some 
igmtfatuut  has  beguiled  us.  There  is  a  path  of 
aifetf  and  honor — the  .path  tbe  nation  once  trod. 
Lei  OS  endeavor  la  regain  it,  and  invoke  the  spirit 
.of  Wabbihotoh  to  lead  us  onee  more  ioio  it). 

The  qnestion  was  now  taken  on  Mr:  Batabd'b 
Mnendmeni,  and  detrnnined  in  the  .negative — 
yeai  6,  nay$  23,  as  follows : 

Tu* — Hemn.  Bijrud,  Gilman,  Goodwich,  HiU- 
knuB,  Llojd,  Parker,  Pickering,  Kid- White. 

NiiB — Mewr*.  Andvraon,  Condit,  Crawford,  Frank- 
fin,  Gailtan),  GiJ»,  Uregg,  Howland,  Kitehel,  Leib, 
Hatthewwin,  Milledge,  Mitckili,  Moore,  Pope,  Read, 
Smith  of  Mainland,  Smith  of  New  York,  timith  of  Ten- 
uemvt,  Sumter,  Thruslon,  Tiffin,  and  Tomer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HiLLBOoaG  topostpone  the 
fur^T  consideraiioD  of  the  motion,  it  passed  in 
the  neniive. 

On  the  quesiiao  (o  agree  to  the  original  motion, 
it  W»  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  28, 
naya  9,  u  follows:  , 

Tub — Heasn.  Anderson,  Condit,  Crawford,  Frank- 
Hn,  OaiUard,  Qilea,  Gregg,  Rowland,  Kitcfael,  Leib, 
Mathawwni,  Milledge,  Mitehill,  Moore,  Pope,  Reed. 
Smittt  of  Mu7lBndt  Sraitfa  of  New  fork,  Bmilh  of 
T—ntwee.  Sumter,  Thmaton,  and  Tiffin. 

Navs — Heesn.  Bajard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hill' 
kanae,  Uojd,  Paiiir,  Pickering,Tarae[,and  Wbiie. 

Ordertd,  That  Messr*.OiLBB,SMiTa  of  Mary- 
land, and  Cbjlwvobd,  be  the  comraiuee  lo  bring 


to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
making  approprtalions  for  the  support  of  Qovern- 
ment  dnriDg  the  year  1809,"  reported  the  bill 
withoni  amendment. 


Wednesdat.  February  15. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Shith,  of  Marylnnd, 

RtBolved,  That  a  committee  beappoioted,  to 
Join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  to  consider 
whether  any,  and,  If  any,  what,  laeasnres  oaght 
to  be  adopted  for  the  further  accommodation  of 
the  President  of  the  Uoited  Stales,  for  the  term 
commencing  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  to  report 
by  WU  or  otherwise. 

Ordenetf,  That  Messrs.  Shitb  of  Maryland, 
WntTB,  and  Sumter,  be  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gasoo  gave  notice  that  he  should  to- 
morrow ask  leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
charter  of  Georgetown. 

The  Senate  resumed,  fa  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  set  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  GoTernment  during 
the  year  1609;"  and  the  Pbesiognt  having  re- 
ported the  bill  to  ibe  House  amended,  it  was  or- 
dered to  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  augmeniaiion  of  the 
Marine  Corps  was  read  the  second  lime. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam White  and  others,"  was  resumed,  and  the 
consideration  thereof  postponed  until  Monday 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Governnieat  during  the  year  1809,"  as 
amended,  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unanimons 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  ihtf  relief  of  Dan- 
iel Cotton,"  was  read  the  second  lime,  aod  refer- 
red lo  Messrs.  White,  Suitb  of  Mkryland,  and 
Sduteb,  Id  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  disposal  of 
certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
claimed  under  Spanish  grants,  reported  by  the 
land  commissioaers  as  antedated,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  ANnEftfiON,  Fbanklih,  and  Csaw- 
Foao,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  eilending  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  aod  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Pops,  Tippih,  and  Smith,  of  Tennes- 
see, to  consider  and  pepott  thereeu. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8th  instant,  that  provision  ou^ht 
lo  be  made  by  law,  for  interdicting  all  foreign 
armed  ships  from  the  waters  of  the  United  StateB;" 
and  having  agreed  thereto,       -    < 

Ordered,  That  it  be  leferred  to  Messrs.  Gilbb, 
SidiTa  of  Maryland,  and  CB&WFOiio,lhe  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  yesterday  referred  the  motion 
for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  laws,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

T  HUBS  DAT,  February  16, 

The  bill  authorizing  an  augmentation  of  the 
Marine  Corps  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  on  motion,  by  Mr.REED,  t»strikeont 
the  wordr"one  Major,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negalire— yea;,  10,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

Yui— Meesre.  Condit,  Oravrftrd,  Franklin,  How- 
land,  Klti^el,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Uoore,  Reed,  and 
Tamer. 

Naib — MsBBiB.  Bradley,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Hillhotue,  Lloyd,  Milledge,  Mitcbili,  Parker, 
Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Bnniter,  Tiffin,  and  White. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  made  to  the 
bill,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  he  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  %  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  SeoBte  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
.  lesolulion  for  the  appoiaimenl  of  a  joint  aommit- 
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tee  to  coQsider  whether  any  meMurei  ought  (o 
be  adopled  for  the  accommodalion  of  iha  Pieii- 
dent  ot  the  United  Stales,  for  the  term  cointneiic- 
ing  the  4th  of  March  neic,  and  ha*e  appointed  a 
committee  on  iheir  p&tl. 

Mt.  GiLEa,  from  the  committee  appoioted  od 
the  Hlh  ioitHDt,aa  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to 
interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  betweeA  the 
Uoited  Slates  and  Qreai  Britain  and  Fnuee,aDd 
their  dependenciea,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 
the  bill  was  lead, and  pasiied  to  the  aecoDd  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  gave  notice  tbai  be  should  to-msr- 
tow  ask  leafe  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
better  government  of-  .the  Nbtjt  of  (he  United 
States. 

Mr.  Obkqq  obtained  lenre  V>  brin^  jti  a  bill 
•uppleuientary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amend  the  charter  of  Qeorgeiown ;"  and  the  bill 
wa>  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  anlil  to- 


Fbid4T,  February  17. 

Mr.  TirpiN,  from  the  committee  to  whomt  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
right  of  suffrage  in- the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
Otner  purposes," reported  the  bill  without  amend- 
ment; and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Gbm- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendmvot  having 
beea  proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

Hr.  Tiffin,  from  the  comniittee,  reported  the 
bill  aulborizing  an  augmentation  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  cDiwcily  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplemsntary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
tct  to  amend  the  charter  of  Georgetown,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Gbeoo,  FaAnsLiN,  and  THBOarop.  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  supplemeDiary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  ibe  belter  government  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
lo  the  second  reading. 

.A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  gooda,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imparted  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  bill  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mt.Lt.ovD, 

Jteaoleed,  That  a  commiilee  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Surveyor  of  tbe  Pnblic  Buildings, 
relative  to  the  accommodatioa  of  the  Senle  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  TBBnBTON,LL0TD,  and 
Gbegq,  be  the  committee. 

The  Pbesidbnt  communicated  the  re|K>r(  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the 
fifth  section  of  ihe  "Act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  clerks ;"  and  the  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consi deration. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjotirned. 


Satdbday,  February  18. 

Mr.  Fbanklih  gave  notice  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  ask  leave  to  briOg  in  b  bill  freeing 
from  postage  all  lerters  and  packets  to  Thonaa 
Jefferson. 

^r.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  tocouiiiderwbether  any,  and.  if 
any,  what,  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the 
further  accommodation  of  Ihe  President  of  (he 
United  States,  for  the  term  comi&encing  the  4lti 
day  of  March  next^  reported  a  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  further  accommodalion  of  che 
household  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea; 
and  the  bill  was  twice  read  b^  Qnanimoui  eoa- 
■ent,aQd  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  imposing  addt- 
tional  dnties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  from  aoj  foreign  poK  or  place," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Fbaxklin,  and  Bbaalbt,  to 
ponsider  and  report  thereon. 

Mt.  TanusTON,  from  the  cammittee  to  whom 
was  referred  |he  motion  relative  to  thetfceommo- 
dation  of  the  Senate,  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, madt  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Ardebsoii,  from  tbe  commlitfe  lo  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aeifor  thedta- 
posal  of  certain  tracts  of  land  in  Ibe  Mississippi 
Territory,  claimed  under  Spanish  grants,  reparted 
by  the  land  commissioners  as  antedated,  and  fat 
other  purposes,"  reported  amendments;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Wbite  presented  a  memorinl  from  sundry 
citiiens  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  praying  a  re- 
peat of  the  embargo  laws,  for  reasons  nlentioned 
in  Ibe  memo  rial  .—^La  id  on  the  table. 

The  bill  suppl^meoiary-to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  betier  government  of  tbe  Narjr 
of  tbe  United  States,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  Bs  in  Committee  of  the  Whot« ; 
and  the  Pbesident  having  reported  the  bill  to  tbe 
House  amended,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be 
engTOssed  and  read  the  third  time  as  aimended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  PBEaiDBHT  commnnieated  the  peiitinn  of 
a  number  of  French  citizens  of  tbe  Territory  of 
Michigan,  prayinr  that  Congress  would  authorize 
an  edition  of  the  laws  relaling  to  that  Territory, 
as  well  as  the  most  important  general  laws,  in  the 
French  language,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
TBBDBTOir,  Bradlet,  Bod  MiTCBiuu,  to  cousideT 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  extending  the  right 
of  suffrage  In  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MoND4Y,February20. 

Mr.  Gbeoo.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  George- 
town," reported  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  lo  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Qti.ia  aubmitted  (b6  following  motWD: 
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Jtoofcftft  Thmt  ■  commitMe  ba  appointed  lo  inquira 
into  the  elpadiancj  of  amending  tbe  Act,  enlitlad  "An 
act  to  eattbhah  the  judicial  coiKti  of  Ibe  United  Statei," 
in  audi  «  numer  as  that  the  circuit  and  district  oouTli 
of  the  United  Stales  ihalt  be  aubjectcd  to,and  be  itga- 
ii(td  bj,  tlw.  tawa  of  the  •eraral  Stale*  in  which  they 
iUi  be  held,  which  are  now  in  Biiiteooe,  ar  may  here- 
after be  enMtad,  rpguleting  the  iauing  of  pn>ceai,  the 
[aimiailirna  theimn.  and  the  aoapanaioD  thereof:  Pr9- 
nrferf,  TIm  eame  lAali  not  extend  to  ptoceei  on  behalf 
of  the  Coited  Stales. 

Ur.  Fkanelin  naked  aod  obimined  lesTe  to 
hiii{  in  a  bill  freeing  from  poatige  all  lellera  and 
packets  lo  Thomu  Jefferson ;  aod  [he  bill  v» 
read,  aitd  passed  to  the  aecoix]  reading. 

The  bill  to  interdict  the  co;nmercial  iater- 
coarse  balweea  the  Dailed  Stateii  aod  Greel 
Britain  and  Fraace,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purpiKea,  was  rvad  the  second  lime,  and 
eonsdered  as  io  Committee  of  the  Whole }  and 
the  PiEsiDSMT  reptvled  the  bill  lo  Ihe  Houae 
anteaded. 

Ob  ototioii,  bf  Mr.  Reed,  to  atfike  oul  of  tbe 
14th  section,  tbe  following  worda  :  "  and  to  cause 
to  be  issued,  tinder  suiiable  pled^  and  precau- 
lioos,  letters  of  marqae  and  repfintl  against  the 
natioD  therenAer  continuing  in  force  its  unlawful 
edicts  against  the  commerce  of  the  Dailed  States," 
it  was  ^ermined  in  the  ntga.iive — jttis  11,  nnyi 
14,  asfollowa: 

r«ia  Hiaaas  Con^l,  Franklin,  Oilman,  Qoodrieh, 
HilU>oaae,UD7d,klBthawaan,  Parker,  Pickering,  Reed, 
and  SnnUcr. 

KAis-^Mraais.  Andeiaaa.Crawroid.GailUtd,  Giles, 
Qngf,  Howland,  Miliedge,  Moore,  RobiasaD,  Smith  of 
Haijkiid.  Smith  of  New  Xoik,  Smith  of  Tenneasee, 
TiEBn,  and  Tsmer. 

Aad  tke  bill  having  been  farther  ameoded,  on 
the  qaeaiioo,  Shall  tbis  bill  be  engrosaed  and  read 
a  third  time  aiameadedl  it  was  determined  in 
tbe  affirmaiire. 

Mr.  TirriN,  from  tbe  committee,  reporled  the 
bill  sopplemenUr;  to  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  better  goTemtneni  of  tbe'NaTjr  of  the 
Qnilod  States,"  correctly  engroaied  ;  aad  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  aad  passed.  . 

The  Senate  jresamed,  a.^  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  re- 
poned  by  the  select  conimiiiee  lothe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  disposal  of  certain  tracts  of  land 
lathe  Mississippi  Teriitory, claimed  under  Span- 
ish gravis,  repotted  bj  the  land  commisaioBen  ai 
aatcdaled,  BB<1  for  other  pnrposes;"  and,  having 
agreed  thereto,  the  Pbebideht  reported  the  bill 
lo  the  House  amended  accordingly-  And  the  bill 
haTing  been  farther  amended,  it  was  ofdeted  lo 
tbe  third  reading,  as  amended. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  makiDg  profisioD  for  tbe  further 
accommodalion  of  the  household  of  the  President 
of  die  United  Sutes ;  and  the  bill  hafing  been 
amended,  the  Presidbnt  reported  it  to  the  Hoase 
■eeordlDglr-  Ob  the  questioa.  Shall  ibia  bill  be 
engroued,  and  read  the  third  time,  as  amended  7 
it  was  delernioed  in  the  afBrmaiive. 
Oa  raotioa,  tbe  Senate  adjonnmd. 


Tdbbdat,  February  21. 

ThecredenlialsofJoBEPB  ANDEBaoN.appoiDled 
a  Senator  fur  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  the  Bi- 
ecutire  of  thai  State,  from  and  alter  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  limited  in  hts  present  Hppointmenl, 
until  tbe  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legisla- 
tiire  thereof,  were  presented  and  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  OD  file. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  considecalion  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday,  and, 

Betdved,  Tbat  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  tbe  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Judicial  CourU 
of  Lbe  United  Stsies,"  in  such  a  manner  as  that 
the  Circuitand  District  Courtiiof  ihe  United  States 
shall  be  aubjeeled  to,  and  be  regulated  by,  the  laws 
of  the  Eev,er^l  States  in  which  they  shall  be  held, 
which  are  now  in  existence,  or  may  be  beresfflec 
enacted,  regulating  lbe  issuing  of  process,  (he  pro- 
ceedings ibereon,  and  theFUspension  thereof:  Pro- 
tn'ded!.  The  same  shall  not  extend  to  process  on 
behalf  of  tbe  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Batard,  and  An- 
D£HH0K,  be  tbe  committee  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  1^  Thomas  Jefferson  was  read  the  second 
timE,and  considered  BsinCotDQiLtteeof  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  baviog  been  proposed,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  lime?  it  wasdeierminediniheafGimatire. 

Tbe  ScDBte  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  tbe  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  Charter  of  Georgetown ;" 
and  the  Prebioent  having  repOried  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended,  on  the  queslign,  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  (he  affirmative. 

Mr.  TiFPiN,  from  (lie  commitiee.  reported  lbe 
bill  making  provision  for  the  further  sccommoda- 
lion  of  the  household  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third,  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  TiFHN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  far  the 
dispoaal  of  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  claimed  under  Spanish  srants,  reported 
by  the  commissiooers  as  antedated,  and  for  Other 
purposes,"  correctly  engrossed;  and  tbe  hilt  was 
read  the  third  Itme.  as  amended. 

Se*ohed,  That  tbisbill  pass,  with  amendments. 

NON-INTERCOUaSE. 

Mr.  Tirris,  from  the  committee,  reporled  l ha 
bill  lo  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween tbe  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  tbeir  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  waa  read 
the  third  lime,  and  the  blanks  filled— section  three, 
wiihthewordsIUJen/tefAandJIfaylnlwoinsiaDceii. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bbaulet,  the  words,  "or 
being  pursued  by  the  enemy,"  qere  stricken  out  of 
tbe  first  and  third  sections,  by  unanimuus  consent. 

Mr.  Llotd  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  Presidenl :  When  the  resolution  on  which 
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ihij  bill  is  founded  waa  brought  forward,  I  had 
expected  it  would  have  been  advocated — as  a 
means  of  preserving  peace — as  a  men  ace  lo  the 
belligerenls,  that  a  more  rigoroua  course  of  con- 
duct was  about  to  be  adapted  towards  them,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  provided  ihey  con- 
tinued 10  per&iat  in  their  itijuriou?  decrees,  and 
Orders  in  Council — as  giving  us  lime  to  prepare 
-for  war— or  as  a  covert,  but  actual  war,  against 
France  and  Great  Britain. 

Ifeel  iudifbted  to  thebonoablegentleroaQ  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gileb,)  for  not  only  having  very 
much  aarroned  the  con»ideratioD  of  thi^  subject, 
but  for  the  open,  candid,  and  manly  giound  be 
has  laken,  both  in  support  of  the  lesolution  atui 
the  bill.  I  understood  him  to  avow,  that  the  ef- 
fect must  be  war,  and  Ibal  a  war  with  Great 
Britain;  ihat^notwitb^landing  the  non-intercourse 
attached  to  Ibis  bill,  the  niercliants  would  send 
their  vessels  to  sea.;  ibose  vessels  would  be  cap- 
tured by  British  cruisersj  these  captures  would 
be  resisted;  such  resistance  would  produee  war, 
and  that  was  what  be  both  wished  and  expected. 
I  agree  perfectly  with  (he  gentleman,  that  this  is 
the  natural  ptogre&s,  and  musl  be  the 'ultimate 
effect  of  ibe  measure;  and  I  am  also  glad,  that 
neilher  the  boaorabLe  Senate  nor  the  people  of 
ibe  United  States  can  entertain  any  doubts  upon 
the  subject. 

I  ondetstood  the  gentlemaa  also  to  lo  say,  that 
'  this  was  a  result  he  nad  long  expected.  Now,  sir, 
as  there  have  been  do  recent  decrees,  or  Orders  in 
Council  issued,  if  war  has  been  long  looked  for, 
from  those  now  in  aperaiioa,  I  know  not  what 
excuse  those  who  have  the  managetaent  of  our 
concerns  can  offer  to  tbe  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  leaving  the  country  in  its  present  ex- 
posed, naked,  and  defenceless  situation. 

Wbat  ace  out  preparations  for  warl  After  be- 
ing together  four-Sflbs  of  the  session,  we  have 
extorted  a  reluctant  consent  to  Gtout  four  frigates. 
We  have  also  on  the  stocks,  in  the  navy  yard  and 
elsewhere  scattered  along  the  coast,  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  Schoodick,  one  hundred  and  ser- 
enlv  guDb()atQ,  which, during  the  sumiaer  season, 
and  under  the  influence  of  gentle  western  breezes, 
taay,  when  in  coramission,  make  out  to  navigate 
some  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  not,  however,  for  any 
eSectuat  purposes  of  defence,  tor  I  most  consci- 
entiously believe,  Ihal  three  stout  frigates  would 
destroy  the  whole  of  them ;  and  of  the  enormous 
expense  at  which  this  burlesque  naval  establish- 
meai  is  kept  up,  we  have  had  a  specimen  the  pre- 
sent session,  by  a  bill  exhibited  lo  ibe  Senate,  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  for  medical  altendance,  on 
a  single  gunboat  for  a  single  month,  at  New  Or- 
leans. If  other  expenditures  are  to  be  made  in 
ibis  ratio,  it  requires  but  few  powers  of  calcula- 
tion lo  foretell  that,  if  tbe  gunboats  can  destroy 
nothing  else,  they  would  soon  destroy  the  public 
Treasury. 

■  We  have  also  heard  of  a  project  for  raising  fifty 
thotlsand  volunteers,  which  has,  I  believe,  been 
Tery  properly  stifled  in  its  birth,  and  we  have  ap- 
approprialed,  during  the  present  session,  one  hun- 
dred and  flfiy  thousand  dollars  towards  the  erec- 


tion, repairing,  and  completion,  of  our  fortifica- 
tions. A  sum  about  equal  to  Lhe  expenditure  of 
the  British  Government  for  six  weeks,  at  two 
months,  on-  K  single  fortress  in  the  Province  of 
Canada,  and  which  sum.  with  ns,  is  to  put  into 
a  state  of  defence,  against  the  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain,  an  exposed  and  accessiole  oiari- 
time  frontier  of  two  thousand  miles  in  extent ! 

In  contemplating  war,  it  is  also  proper  to  ad- 
vert to  the  state  of  tbe  Treasury.  Under  such 
an  event,  and  with  any  serious  preparation  for 
war  or  actual  prosecution  of  it.  the  present  funds 
would  soon  be  exhausted.  How  soon  cannot  be 
stated,  because  ihe  amount  of  them  cannot  be  ac- 
curately ascertained.  A  part,  and  aconsiderable 
part,  onhe  money  now  on  haud,  does  not  beloog 
to  the  public.  It  is  the  properly  of  the  merchants; 
it  is  deposited  in  the  Treasury  as  in  a  bank,  to  be 
checked  for,  whenever  thai  commerce,  which  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  bis  Notes  on  Virginia,  most  emphati- 
cally says,  our  country  utU  Aave,  shall  be  agaia 

And  thus  siluatedi  what  are  the  projects  oflered 
for  replenishing  the  public  coffers  in  future  ?      It 


modes.  The  first,  if  executed,  embr 
view,  and  I  am  sorry  lo  say  it,  a  marked  viola- 
tion of  the  public  faith.  It  is-  the  suggeation  of 
stopping  drawbacks  on  merchandise,  which,  in 
many  instances,  the  merchants,  from  a  reliance 
on  the  stability  of  your  taws,  and  the  integrity  of 
the  Oovernment,  have  imported  expressly  for  ex- 
portation, and  not  for  domestic  use  or  consump- 
tion in  thid  country,  and  which  exportation  you 
have  prevented  them,  alike  coa.trary  to  their  in- 
clinations and  their  interests,  from  making  tor  a 
longer  period  than  ever  was  known  or  endured 

The  second  project  is  one  which,  in-my  opin- 
ion, would  do  little  honor  to  the  genius  of  any 
man.  It  is  a  sweeping  project  for  doubUng,  at 
the  moment,  Ibe  duties  on  every  description  of 
imported  merchandise,  on  which  a  duty  is  now 
payable.  Without  notice  to  lhe  merchant,  witli- 
out  inqairy,  without  discriminalioo,  wilhput  dia- 
linction  between  the  necessaries  of  the  poor  maa 
and  the  luxuries  of  the  rich  one ;  between  the  ia- 
dispensable  raw  materi&ls  of  the  manufacturer 
ana  the  useless  decorations  of  fashion.  By  which, 
bohea  tea  and  Madeira  wine,  brown  sugar  and 
cosmetics,  coaches  and  carpenters'  tools,  ere  all, 
by  a  single  stroke  of  the  pen,  raised  in  the  aeiae 
ratio ;  and  a  duty  of  100  per  cent,  on  the  present 
tales,  withoul  favorer  affection,  equally  recom- 
meniJed  to  be  imposed  on  the  whole  of  them. ' 

The  third  project  is  cetlainlv  not  a  novel  one; 
it  is  simply  that  of  shifting  the  burden  off  our 
own  shoulders  on  to  those  of  our  successors:  it  is 
that  of  borrowing  money  on  loans. 

I  have  been,  sir,  among  those  who  have  re- 
spected the  intelligence  and  acDlenessof  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  lhe  Treasury.  .  I  bave  thought  the  office 
very  ably  filled ;  nor  has  my  estimation  of  bis 
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ulenu  been  dimiDisheil  from  the  few  penoaal 
conferences  I  hare  had  with  b<m  since  I  hare 
been  in  tbis  ciEy;  bat  if  hii  fame  r«si»d  on  do 
brntrv  basis  than  the  reporia  made  to  CongKts 
tbe  present  session,  in  lelation  to  eaforciog  itie 
embargo  laws,  and  lo  ouc  fiscal  eonceroa,  theD  an 
iofaoi'f  breaih'might  easily  burst  the  bubble..  At 
any  me.  it  may  very  truly  be  said,  that  if  sucb- 
are  our  preparalioDB  for  commcuetng,  and  our 
resoarces  for  continuing  a  war,  they  are  those 
-wfaieb  will  serre  neilher  to  inspirit  our>elve«,  nor 
to  ftightea  onr  enemies. 

IT  ve  are  to  have  War,  with  whom  is  it  to  be 
pnneeDted — not  in  terms  t  mean,  but  in  fact? 
Certtinlj  nol  with  France.  Her  few  posiessions 
in  the  West  Indies  bava  probably,  by  this  time, 
ceaied  to  belong  to  her,  and  between  her  Euro- 
pnn  lerriEorles  and  the  United  Stale*  a  gulf  iu- 
lerienn,  a  power  is  interposed,  which  neither  the 
Emperor  of  the  West  nor  the  King  of  the  Two 
Americas  can  either  fathom  or  resist. 

It  then  appears,  if  we  we  afe  to  have  war,  it  is 
[0  be  a  covert  war,  with  the  two  belligerents,  hot 
io  reality  an  actual  war  with  Great  Bniain  alone, 
tnd  DOI  a  war  withhoth  France  aad  Great  Brii- 
ijn.  as  the  face  of  this  bill  seem»  to  import. 

If  ibU  be  the  deierminaiiOQ  of  our  Quvern- 
mcDt,  and  the  war  is  to  commence  at  a  future 
day,  and  not  inslanily,  what  ia  the  course  which 
policy  wonld  dictate  to  this  country  IQ  pursue? 
Certainly  nai  a  prohibiiioDof  the  imporiaiioo  of 
ber  manafactorea.'  A  long  period  of  years  must 
elapse  before  we  can  furnnh  for  ourselves  many 
irtietes  we  receive  from  here»enof  the  tirttnecvs- 
wiy.  or  thoie  which,  from  habit,  have  become 
sQch  10  u>.  We  should,  therefbre,  sedulously  en- 
deavor, Dot  only  to  guard  against  exhausting  our 
prMeot  stock,  but  to  adopt  every  meaut  in  our 
power  to  replenish  it. 

!l  wookl  be  eipedieut  to  throw  wide  open  the 
SBtraace  of  our  ports  for  importaiiona,  to  over- 
!lDtk  IS  mucb  aa  pouible  the  United  States  with 
British  mannfacturea.  TbirfwouW  procure  for 
01  a  doable  advanUge;  it  woilid  promote  our 
oivn  aeeomtDodaiion,  by  giving  us  lite  means  of 
cotnmencing  snd  prosecuting  war  with  fewer 
privttionr,  and  it  would  powerfully  tend  to  nnite 
tb«  Loierests  ijf  a  ceriaiu  ctasn  of  the  inhabiiania 
rfihat  coDDtry  with  our  own — for,  Mtbe  maaj 
of  iiDporiatioDs  from  Great  Britain  are  made-ou 
long  credits,  should  a  war  ensoe  before  sucb 
credits  are  cancelled,  it  is  obvious,  that,  until  the 
eoBclosion  of  the  war,  those  debts  could  not  be 
collected,  and  tbis  circumstance  alone,  to  a  eer- 
Uio  extent,  might  operate  as  a  preventive  check 
to  war.  or,  at  any  rale,  wonld  seeure  in  ihe  bosom 
of  the  British  nation  a  party  whoae  interests  and 
reeliogs  would  be  intimaiely  connected  with  a' 
speedy  return  of  peace. 

By  adopting  a' non-intercoorse  antecedent  to  a 
state  of  war,  our  own  stock  of  supplies  becomes 
eihaosled,  ibe  British  merchants  have  time  and 
notice  given  them  to  collect,  or  alienate.-by  assign- 
uenl,  their  debts  in  Ibis  country.  A  warning  is 
fiven  them  to  buckle  on  their  armor;  their  good 
lisposiiion  towards  as  is  not  only  changed,  but 
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embittered,  and  the  very  persons,  who,  in  the  one 
case,  might  possibly  prevent  a  war  or  be  inatru- 
mental  in  effecting  the  rertoraiion  of  peace,  would 
in  the  oiher,  probably  be  among  the  most  willing 
to  rush  into  the  conlesl.  From  the  impulse  of  tem- 
per, and  from  the  conviction  that  Iheir  own  cir- 
cumstances would  nnt  be  deteriorated  by  ila  con- 

A  aoo-intercourse  wonld  also  be  attended  with 
great  hazard  and  disadvantage.  It  wonld  be  as 
well  understood  by  others  as  by  ourselves;  it 
could  alone  be  considered  as  the  precursor  of  war; 
and  the  blow  would  be  struck,  not  when  we  were 
prepared,  but  when  our  opponents  were  ready  for 
the  conceit;  and  should  iliij  bill  go  into  opera- 
tion, it  is  very  possible,  that  during  the  ensuing 
Bummer,  some  of  our  cities  may  exhibit  heaps  oT 
ruins  and  of  ashes,  before  eipretses  could  con- 
vene at  the  seat  of  Gorernmeat  even  the  heads 
of  our  departments. 

Another  evil  wouM  arise,  and  that  a'  perma- 
nent one;  whether  a  non-interconrae  eventuated 
in  war  or  peace,  it  would  materially  and  adversely 
ifiect  boik  Ihe  habils  of  the  people  and  Ihe  rev- 
enue of  the  Stale.  Many  of  the  articles  whioh 
are  now  imported  from  Great  Buiain  are  indit- 
pensable  for  our  comfbrt,  and  some  of  them  for 
our  Mistence.  The  people  cannot  do  without 
them:  the  eonse<fuence  must  be,  that,  instead  of 
being  rfgnlarlf  imported,  the  articles  will  be 
smuggled  into  ihia  country,  and  thereby  the  price 
not  only  becomes  greatly  enhanced  to  the  con- 
sumer, but  the  duties  are  Wholly  lost  to  the  Gov- 


Hitherto,  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  aris> 
ing  from  impost  has  been  collected  with  a  degree 
of  integrity  and  punctnality  highly  honorable  and 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  commercial  nations. 
Thia  succea-iful  collection  of  duties  haa  not  how- 
ever been  eSVcled  by  the  employment  of  awarma 
of  revenue  officers,  spies,  and  informers,  as  in 
other  countries  ;  it  haa  beer)  infioileljr  more  eSec- 
lually  secured,  by  ail  honorable  pride  of  char- 
acter, and  that  aentiment  of  afleclion  which  was 
naturally  excited  in  the  hearts  of  freemen  towards 
the  Government  of  their  choice,  a/]d  a  Oovern- 
menC  under  which,  in  the  main,  they  have  expe- 
rienced much  prosperity.  But  barriers  of  inis 
de»criptioa,  like  other  high-toned  seatimenCa  of 
the  mind,  being  once  broken  dowu,  can  with  dif- 
ficulty be  revtored,  and  the  chance  of  materially 
impairing  this,  in  reality,  ''Cheap  defence  of  na- 
tjooa."  should,  in  my  opinion,  of  itself,  afford  a 
snfficient  reason  for  the  rejection  of  all  measures 
of  doubtful  policy. 

In  a  country  nearly  surrounded  by,  and  every 
where  intersected  with,  navigable  waters,  encom- 
passed by  a  frontier  beyond  the  ability  of  ten 
Bouapartean  armies  to  guard,  and  inhabited  by  a 
race  of  men  unrivalled  Tor  hardihood  and  enter- 
prise, and  at  present  in  a  stale  uf  poverty,  the 
temptation  of  great  prices  will  be  irre.iistible — 
for  there  is  no  truism  in  morals  or  philosophy 
better  eslBbIi<Lhed  than  the  commercial  axiom, 
that  demand  will  ultimately  furnish  a  supply. 

Thereare,  undoubtedly,  periods  inihe  hiatory 
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of  a  oalioD,  in  wh'cb  a  coatest  would'  be  both 
honorable  and  iodispensable,  but  ii  should  ever 
be  [be  result  of  great  deliberation,  and  in  an  ex- 
tendi d  republic,  perhaps,  of  necesaliy.  That  gov- 
erniDent  is  most-wise  aod  itiost  patriotic,  whicb  so 
coaducis  the  affairs  of  the  nation  over  which  ii 
presides,  as  to  produce  thegKaiest  ultimate  good; 
Bud  when  a  nation  is  attacked  at  the  same  time 
b;  two  assailants,  it  isaoieflectioo  on  its  honor  or 
its  bravery,  to  select  its  opponent;  and  on  prin- 
ciples of  reciprocity,  independently  of  those  of  in- 
tetesl,  the  first  aggressor  would  undoubtedly  be 
entitled  to  the  fii^t  noiiFe. 

Who  then  has  beeti  the  first  aggressor  ?  I  an- 
•wet,  Fiance.  The  Berlin  Decree  is  in  a.  great 
meaiuTe  the  cause  of  our  presetit  difficulites.  In 
justification  of  France  in  doing  ihte,  I  know  gen- 
lleiuen  resort  to  the  convention  between  Russia 
and  Great  Britain  in  1793,  to  prohibit  a  supply  of 
grain  to  France;  but  this  is  by  do  means  sufficient 
justification  to  France,  even  without  referring  to 
a  decree  to  the  safne  efiect  issued  in  May  of  the 
nme  year  by  France,  while  she  was  ignorant  of 
the  secret  stipulation  between  Russia  and  Great 
Britain. 

For  a  long  period,  and  among  most  of  the  mar- 
itiine  nations  of  Europe,  the  right  of  inhibiting  a 
■upply  of  provisions  to  an  enemy,  was  tacitly  ac' 
quiesced  in,  oi  eipressly  admitted.  This  prac- 
tice existed  tT.en  so  long  ago  as  the  Miihridatic 
war,  and  has  probably  been  followed  up,  without 
<ji  interval  at  any  one  time  of  fifty  years,  fropt  the 
comtnencemeat  of  the  Christian  era  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  Thisalteiiipi  therefore  of  Great  Britain 
to  injure  France,  formed  no  eiouEe  for  France  to 
attempt  to  injure  Great  Biilain  by  Tiolating  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Stales. 

Od  the  31st  of  December,  I80G,  the  British 
Government  formally  notified  the  American, Got- 
ernment,  that  Great  Britain  wonld  consider  an 
acquiesaence  in  the  Berlin  Decree  on  the  part  of 
neutral  nalinns,  as  giving  to  her  (Great  Britain) 
the  light  to  retaliate  in  the  same  way  against 
France.  , 

Had  the,  American  Government,  at  this  period, 
manfuHy  and  explicitly  made  known  its  deter- 
mination to  support  our  rights  at  ail  hazards,  I 
have  DO  belief  that  out  present  difficulties  w  ' ' 
«Ter  have  existed. 

In  May  succeeding,  advices  were  received  of 
French  privateers,  under  this  decree,  depredating 
upon  American  vessels  in  the  West  Indies; 
during  the  same 'm[>nih  the  ship  Horizpo.  iu 
treia,  was  thrown  by  the  act  of  Qod  on  the  French 
coast,  and  was  seized  under  the  same  aulhorily. 
In  Movernber,  1S07,  the  British,  in  conformity 
with  their  nolice.  issued  their  retaliating  order. 
A  prior  Order  in'Conncil  of  January,  1807,  bad 
been  issued,  but  this  ouly  affected  vessels  trading 
between  different  pojts  of  France,  or  between 
ports  of  France  and  her  allies ;  a  trade  al  ways  ob- 
noxious to  suspicion,  and  one  whtcli  during  wai 
must  ever  be  eipec  ted  in  B  great  degree  to  bereslric- 
led,  and  which  is  also  interdicted  byaslanifing 
law  of  the  French  Government,  passed  in  1778, 
■nd  confirmed  by  the  present  Emperor. 


Then  followed  in  succession,  on  the  part  of 
France,  IheMilan  and  Bayoone  decrees.  The  last 
of  which  dooms  an  American  vessel  tocoitdeiiilu. 
tiou  from  the  exercise  of  a  ri^ht  universally  ae- 
nowledged  to  belong  to  belligerents,  and  one 
'hich  the  neutral  has  no  ppssibiliiy  of  .prevent, 
ig,  that  of  beipg  spoken  with  by  an  enemy  ci^i- 
;r,  which  from  her  superior  sailing  there  wis  do 
possibility  of  avoiding.  In  point  of  principle,  thii 
is  the  most  outrageous. violation  of  neutral  righli 
ever  known,  and  this,  too,  took  place  under  the  ' 
existence  of  a  treaty  made  witbia  a  few  years  by 
the  same  person  who  issued  these  jVery  decrees. 
While  with  Gtreat  Britain^we  have  tio  treaty, and 
whose  ordets  are  expressly  bottomed  upon  and 
limited  in  duration  by  the  French  decrees,  and 
issoed  afler  having  given  twelve  months'  nonce 
of  her  inieotionto  oppose  tliein  in  this  way,  and 
the  Orders  in-  C(}.uocil  are  even  as  yet  not  eo- 
exiensive  in  principle  with  the  French  decrees. 
1  have,  iu  Jaking  this  brief  view,.  eooSned  my- 
self exclusively  to  the  decrees  and  orders  of  the 
t.wo  Governments,  without  .adverting  (o  other 
causeii  of  complaint  on  either  side.  7  consider 
myself  as  warranted  in  doing  this,  frtira  the  Ameri- 
can Governmeot  having  explicitly  taken  this 
ground,  and  msde  known, that,  on  the  removal  of 
the  decrees  and  orders,  i^  would,  en  our  part,  re- 
move the  embargo,  and  restore  the  accustomed 
intercourse  between  the  two. countries. 

Fron^  this  consideration  bf  the  subject,  it  ir- 
resistibly follows,  ihat  France  we»  the  first  ag- 
gressor nn  u.s,in  issuing  her  decrees — that  in  point 
of  principle,  they  are  much  more  outrageous  lio- 
lalions  of  right  thtfn  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil—that ih?  latter  originate  from,  apd  co-eiist 
only  with  the  former,  and  that  France  should  of 
CQBsrquenee  be  the  first  object  of  our  ven?evDce. 
The  efffcfs  of  a  war  with  ow  or  the  other  na- 
tion, would  be  as  distinctly 'perceptible.  With 
France  it  would  ,make  no  diffetence  to.os.  For 
Bsjongas'she  continues  her  decrees,  com  me  tee 
with  her  could  nut  be  prosecuted — no  man  would 


loiwh  while 
rered  with  E 


ocean  covered  with  British  cruisers,  to  send  his 
vesiiel  to  France,  where  she  would  ineet  with  eer- 
laincoDdemnaiiun  for  bein^  even  seen  and  spo- 
ken-with  by  a.  British  frigate.  With.  France 
therefore,  the  actual  drffeience>BTisingfroiD  pass- 
ing this  bill,  and  declaring  a  non-tnteTcoorse 
would  be  next  to  nothing. 

With  Great  Britainthe  effects  would  be  re- 
versed. No  one  now  doubts  her  ability  or  dispo- 
sition to  carry  her  orders  into  effect,  nor  her  pre- 
paration to  extend  the  theatre  of  war.  If  we  com- 
menced war  upon  France,  as  she  would  be  the 
common  enemy  of  both  nations,  there  is  30 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  our  differences  with 
Great  Britain  would  "be  favorably  settled,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  world,  excepting  as  it  re- 
spects France  and  her  allies.,  would  be  SB's  in  opent^ 
us,  and  ihat  a  trade,  which  h^s  hitherto  em|Joy' 
ed  nearly  seventy  millions  of  our  capital,  migbi 
be  again  accessible  to  the  Industry  anil  eoterpiist 

Reverse  thii  picltire,  admidibg  that  you  luir< 
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a  war  with  Great  Briuio,  wbat  wilt  l>e  ita  con- 
scqncDceB?  If  your  citizena are  united,  you  can 
capiuie  C&nada,  Nova  Scotix,  and  New  Bcuna- 
wick;  wlieu  you  baveeS'ecIedihi!',  what  remains 
DCKi  10  be  done  1  You  have  readied  tbe  ne  pbu 
tdlra  of  your  ability.  Theocefoiward.youi  parts 
*te  betmetically  iie»led. .  Priv«teectD^,  from  the 
coikTOj  system^  adopted  ^y  Qreal  Biitaia,  could, 
not  be  sBccesvfuliy  prosecuted  ;  no  food  for  eoter- 
ptise  mnains,  and  tbus  voa  would  remain,  five^ 
len,  or  fifteen  rettn,  as  tne  e*^e■  mii^lit  be,  UDliI 
the  wudom  and  good  lenaeof  the  nalioQ  predom- 
jnaled  oret  its  pasaion,  wbeD  an  accommtidauon 
wonld  be  made  with  Qreat  Bcitaio,  followifig  oer 
example  with  rcgaid  to  her  Vfgu  India  conqoeBtB 
restoring  the  captured  (wpf^inces,  eariohed  by 
American  populaiioa  and  induiin'y,  and  giving  ua 
perhaps*  treaty,  alillleaa  favorable  than. [be  much 
exeeraled  iastrumeiit of  I794,n|iich,  badasiCwaa 
aaid  lo  be,  has  proved  ta  comvcopia  of  wealth,  to 
our  country,  if  it  produced  aoiQiug  less  than  a 
thirteea  years'  peace  and  nblch,  to  my  view,  is 
mily  prefur^ble  to  its  abortive  succesior  oj  ibe 
year  e^hieen  hundred  juid  ^ix. 

Ai  a  yoBDg  people,  neither  otii  duty  nor  our 
iaiereat  requipei  that  we  should  eater  loto  ii  war 
with -any  nation  wichodL  a  ratiooal  prospect  of 
•access,  if  neare  to  eng^M.Jo  a  war  with. Great 
Britain,  it  will  bea  war^  op  oidinary  cast — 
whose  effects  and  duratia^Jto.-maa  cHti  distinctly 
foretell ;  aacli  a  war  cdnbot  be  carried  on  wiio 
adirided  people,  with  '' re'slrictive  energies,"  or 
paper  resoluiioas — it  qiiut,  be  a  war  to  be  prasG- 
euted  at  the  expense  of  the  blood,  the  treasure', 
■ad  perhaps  iheprosperity  of  the  country. 

Such  a  war  ought  never  to  be  underlaaen  by  a 
yoong  nation,  kl  a  Kepublicati  people,  unambi- 
tioos  of  conquest,  already  po:>se«Mag  territory 
eaoDjh  for  *'  the  tQou»dndth  generaiioD,"  except 
aDder  ciieumilaitces  of  the  moat  urgent  neceMitr, 
and  after  every  honorable,  open,  and. reciprocal 
fdbn  lo  pEMerve  peace  bad  been  in  vain  attempted. 

In  this  country  itmay  empfaatically  b«  said  the 
wax  papiUi  is  the  vox  Dei.  The  QoverDinent, 
whatever  may  be  its  disposition,  aannot  so  to  war 
wiihooiitae  people  j  and  the.  people,  intelligent  in 
many  parts  of  theeoUDtEjr  as  iheir  rulers, knowing 
4hflr  own  interests,  and  knowing  -hIso,  who  will 
have  to  sustain  the  burdenof  (he  contest,  will  not 
eoffage  in  any  but  a  juat  and  necessary  war,  and 
tben  only  after  the  neeeasity  has  been  made  oh- 
vinos  lo  their  comprehension. 

It  is  the  policy  of  this  Government  to  spread 
iafofmation  before  the  people,  they  can  therefore 
judge  tor  them  selves.  With^regard  to  our  foreign, 
rriaiima,  ibey  have  not  herdra  tbem  all  the  facts ; 
ihey  haTe  however  enough  to  present  Co  them  the 
aiogolaT  spectacle,  that  we-are  about  to  declare  a 
n Oft- intereoo Tse  f  with  two  nations  j  with  one  of 
whieh  it  must  produce  a  destructive  war,  while 
the  otber  enemy,  if  It  be  properso  to  style  her, 
who  furnishes  the  root  of  tbespinn,  chuckles  at 
the  measore  we  adopt,  ostensibly  to  annoy  her— 
praises  oar  embargo,  and  speaks  in  the  most  re- 
cent autl  oCcial  eommunieatioas  of  her  Govern- 
■unt,  to  OS,  OS  joined^  in  a  commou  cause  with 


.her;  auil  publLoly  declares  "that  the  allies  of 
'  France  and  the  (Joiied  plates  sacrifice,  with  a 
'  resolution  equally  generous,  ib^ir  private  coa- 
'  venieooes,  in  repelliog  from  all  poiols  the  Eag- 
.'  lisb  commerce,  and  employing  the  means  cal- 
.'  culaied  to  promote  thai  end." 

What  will  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  people  of  this  country,  after  hearing  this, 
think  of  the  rumors  now  agoati  That  the  , 
French  MJoister,  apparenily  Well  satisfied  with 
his  sitaattan^has  engaged  ahouse  near  the  cityof 
Baltiaioca  on  a  three  years'  lease  7  That  the  Pre- 
sidenl's  confidential  Secretary,  leaving  Ibe  duties 
of  bis  recent  appoiQt.menCas.acBpiBin  in  tbeaimy, 
is  going  to  Fraace,  while  a  six-dollar  bearer  oE 


intetoourse  is  to  be  interdicted,  we  are,  from  the 
exuberance  of  our  philanlbropy,  cuiiing-oui  own  - 
throats,  and  sending  cotton  seed  to  France  in  a 
Government  veisel,  to  leach  them  how  lo  supplant 
ui  in  the  cultivatioa  jir,the great  atapiecammodily 
of  our  own  couhiry. 

To  say  Ibe  least  of  it,  thepeople  will  perceire 

uncommon,  if  fortuitous  coincidence  with  the 
views  of  one  belligerent,  in  opposition  to  those  of 
the  other,  and  will  not  at  present,  in  my  belief 
concur  in  such  a  coincidence  if  they  can  consti- 
tuLioaally'preveni  iL 

The  recollection  is  yet  loo  vivid,  of  (he  enormi- 
ties of  ihe  French  RerolulioD;  of  the  otore  recent 
but-still  mote  extended  atrocities  of  her  imperial 
Government;  the  violation  of  her  treaty  with 
us ;  the  gross  infractions  of  our  rights ;  the  an- 
measured  contempt  and  disgrace  she  has  heaped 
upon  us;  to  permit  for  a  moment  the  people  of 
[his  country,  either  in  terms  or  in  substance,  to 
Join  whh  her  "  in  a  coimnon  canae  to  repel  from 
all  puipts  (he  English  e(intn:>arce,  and  to  employ 
(he. means  calculated  to  promote  [hat  end." 

In  [be  Northern  and  Easlerii  set^lions  of  t.'ie 
Uniled  Stales,  [he  great  majorily  of  the  people 
are,  as  I  believe;  ready  for  a  war  with  France,  if 
the  GovernmenI  chooee  (o  direct  it,  as  being  the 
war  Srst  called  for,  by  a  Kgturd  .to  the  honor  and 
interest  ofour  country, -and  as  beiag  the  nation 
with  whom,  according  to  the  observations  of  [be 
gentleman  froni  Virginia,  rnade  some  lime  since, 
we  are  already  in  AsUIeof  actgal  bpslility. 

With  Oreat£titain  liiey  would  not  '^eadily  en- 
gage in  war,  nnlil  ell  hope  of  acctimmodation 
shall  have  vanished  i  and  to  evince  tbls^a  new  ne- 
goliatioD,  another  eBort  at  adjastmpot.ougblstill 
to  be  made.  Tbe  aiiempi  to  produce  peace  can 
disgrace  no  nation  not  in  danger  of  immediate 
subjueation. 

If  this  negotiation  be  undertaken  and  conducted 
with  publiotiy — in  tbe  spirit  of  amiiy,  modera- 
lion,  tiaakow,  and  reciprociiy,  and  with  a  due 
regard  lo  the  exisiing  and  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  times,  and  it-should  fail,  then  ibe  boon  so 
ardently  desired,  by  every  bo  nest  man  in  the 
country,'thalofoDioB,  would  be  aiiained.  In  such 
case,  there  would  be  but  ose  loice  in  (he  Bepnb- 
lic — (he  oaiioa  would  be  united  aa  one  man,  and 
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would  be  mdf,  at  the  <?ommitad  of  their  rulers, 
to  tike  ibe  palh  lo  dealh  or  victory. 

Tbisi»  the  coarse  which,  in  1117  hDmbleopinioD, 
ihe  Cnited  Staler  ought  to  pursue. 

As  10  the  commercial  effects  of  anon-inler- 
course  with  Great  Britain  and  FrancC  and  their 
-respective  depeiujeoeiea.  and  with  tfay  country 
or  place  in  the  actual  possessioo  of  Great  Britain 
or  France, and  a  prohibiiion  10  import  iheir  man- 
ufactures or  produce,  I  shall  not  waste  the  time 
of  the  Senate  niinntely  to  consider  it. 

Mo  trade  would  remain,  which  could  ht  pros- 
ecuted without  fraud,  humiliatioo,  or  disgrace  j 
no  one  would  mistake  a  non-intercourse  for  a  pa- 
cific measure  ;  distant  Toyaffes,  therefore,  those 
of  the  Northwest  coast  of  America — 10  China, 
Manilla,  Bataria — lo  the  Arabian  and  Persian 
Gulfs,  would  hot  be  undertaken;  with  a  non-in- 
tercoorse  hanging  over  their  heads,  oar  mercbauts 
would  tiot  even  venture  to  send  iheir  vessel*  10 
the  Brazils. 

In  Europe,  who  can  tell  whether  Spain  or  Por- 
tugal are  in  the- actual  possession  of  France  or 
Great  Britain')  They  both  have  armies  there, 
or  on  the  frontiers,  and  neither  nation  haiia  Oov- 
ernrneni.  No  honorable  Senator  of  this  Honse, 
nor  any  eolleclor  in  the  United  States,  can  now 
tell,  whether  a  merchant  has  or  has  not  a  right, 
under  this  law,  to  send  a  vessel  10  either  of  those 
countries;  and  if  he  did,  and  the  French  or  the 
British  were  the  Conquerors  before  her  arrival 
there,  whether  such  vessel  would  or  would  not 
come  wJihin  the  penalties  of  this  act.' 

Yes,  sir,  we  can  trade  elsewhere,  we  can  go  to 
the  lawless  States  of  Barbary,  and  perbaps  make 
AlgiersagrERlemporium  for  American  merchan- 
dise—to  the  Azoresor  Western  Islands— to  Sweden 
tbe  most  impoverished  country  ia  Europe,  and 
where  hatfa  dozen  ships  loaded  with  West  India 
prodnce  would  overstock  ell  her  markeis.  We 
could  also  for  a  short  time  trade  to  6l.  Barthol- 
omews, id  the  .West  Indies — I  mean  until  actual 
"waT  commenced.  But  wherever  n  depot  was 
opened  it  would  be  instantly  glutted  With  Amer- 
ican produce,  which,  from  ■  combination  among 
the  . purchasers,  would  be  suld  for  a  song;  while 
British  tnanufactures  would  come  to  ua  by  a  cir- 
euitoas  route,  and  at  an  immense  price,  covered 
With  perjuries,  and  doubly  plated  with  Russiaa, 
pTUssiari,  Dutch,  and  German  certificates. 

The  consequence  of  all  this  must  he,  tbal  the 

Sradueta  of  the  Southern  Slates,  the  corn,  wheat, 
our,  cotton,  and  some  of  the  tobacco,  would  £iid- 
a  bad  market ;  while  the  bulky  and  more  perish- 
abtearticles  of  the  Nortb — the  nsh.  which  in  warm 
weather  cannot-  be  rehaBdled,'Bnd  the  lumber, 
which  from  its  bulk,  and  little  value  cannot  pay 
two  freights,  would,  under  this  noo-intercourae, 
be  nearly  as  unsaleable  as  under  the  embargo; 

opponents  would  get  iheir  supplies  on  cheaper 
terms  than  they  have  ever  receive^]  ikem  since 
we  hare  been  a  nation.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  such  a  trade  as  tliis  would  be  super- 
laiive  degradation,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  b« 
prosecuted  by  any  iadependejil  people. 


Mr.  HiLLBODBE  saidi  As  it  regards  iherutHre 
destinies  of  out  country,  the  bill  on  your  tabic  is 
one  of  the  most  important  ihM  bag  engaged  ibe 
attention  of  Congress.  This  bill  marches  us  to  the 
precipice,  from  which  the  next  step  may  plunge 
the  nation  into  a  war,  incalculable  as  to  calamii] 
and  duration.  Under  circutnstances  Uke  tbne, 
the  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  my  constituents,  tad 
my  cBuntry,  requires  me  to  come  forth  boldly, 
and  spenk  my  sentiments  in  plain  language. 

I  am  sorry,  sir,  Ve  have  not  the  whole  inform- 
ation to  which  we  are  entitled  before  we  are  call- 
ed on  lo  decide  this  question.  The  hilt  is  predi- 
cated on  the  principle  ot  the  entire  failure  of  ibe 
negotiation  with  the  great  belligerents;  the 
wfiole  correspondence,  therefore,  ought  to  be  be- 
fore us,  that  we  may  peifeetly  uadersiand  what 
is  our  situation  in  relation  to  those  Powers.  But 
I  know,  sir,  and  every  Senator  must  know,  we 
bave  not  that  information.  It  is  withheld  from 
us.  It  is  manifest^  from  the  documents  which 
have  been  oommuoicaled  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  ibat  there  faas'heen  a  doable-gear- 
ed correspondence  between  our  foreign  Ministers 
and  the  Department  of  State.-  An  official  corre- 
spondence, and  a  private  correspondence.  As 
regards  England,  we  have  very  little  of  thepri- 
vate  correspondence.  As  regards.  France,  we  have 
but  a  small  portion  of  eilherthe  official  or  private 
correspondence.  Cananyt)ne  believe,  that, during 
such'acriiical  period  of  our  affairs  with  that  na- 
tion, for  very  long  intervals  there  should  have 
b€en  no  communicatians  or  correspoit deuce  be- 
tween.our  Government  and  our  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  France?  The  very  letters  we  have,  refer 
to  otberii  which  must  contain  important  infurm- 
ation.  Why  this  concealment^  Sir,  being- de- 
nied the  direct  and  clear  evidence  in  the  posses- 
sion of  our  Qoreinment,  we  must  depend  on  such 
informalioQ  as  we  can  find.  This  must  be  roy 
apology  for  some  of  the  aircumsiinces  wtiich  I 
shall  stale  in  tbe«ourse  of  my  remarks;  circum- 
stances to  which  I  should  not  have  been  ander 
the  necessilv  of  resorting,  if  all  the  correspond- 
ence, official  and  private,  had  beeii  laid-  before  us. 
Such  as  was  not  proper  to  be  made  public  might 
have  been  seut  confidentially,  as  is  frequently 
done.  It  ought  to  be  known  before  we  determine 
on  committing  the  peace  of  the  nalinu. 

Before  I  proceed  lo  general  remarks,  I  will  no- 
tice some  few  of  the  details  of  the  bill  ;  on  which 
I  shall,' however,  be  very  concite.  as  the  whole  is 
radically  wrong,  and  -incapable  of  amcadmeDt. 
This  is  the  first  attempt  in  legislation  to  have  a 
partial-embargo  on  the  same  port.  I  know  it  is 
not  unusual  to  have  a  partial  em.bargo,'that  is,  an 
embargp  00  a  particular  port,  or  certain  ports. 
But  that  all  the  ports  should  be  emhargoeil  and 
not  embargoed  at  the  same  time,  is  a  novelty,  is 
what  I  cannot  understand.  The  very  nature  of 
an  embargo  is  to  cooflne  vessels  in  port  ;  and  ho^ 
can  vessels  be  confined  and  not  confined  by  the 
^HQie  act?  The  gentlemen  who  preparsU  this 
bill  were  not  so  wanting  in  knowledge  in  the  af 
fairs  of  legislation  as  not  to  nadersland  this  busi 
ness  perfectly.    The  ooly  possible  use  tbere  cat 
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be  IB  keeping  alive  ibe  embargo  act,  tbe  *upple- 
mentary  embargo  as ts,  awl  tli«£iiforciDgst{ilu(e, 
is  10  avail  ibemselves  of  ihc  miLiiary  force,  and 
of  ibt  odious  anil  oppressive  proviajoDH  conlaiaed 
in  them,  Eo  aid  in  ibe  esecDlion  of  this  measure, 
withoDt  incnrriDg  the  popularity  nhioh  mtgbi^be 
ailacbedto  the  re-etiactiDg  of  like  pruvisioQs  iu 
ibis  bill.  The  fact  is,  howev^,  that  ali  the  pro- 
visions  ia  lbos«  various  acts  for  carrying  Ihem 
into  effecL  so  fat  as  regards  France  or  Knglaad, 
□r  ibeir  coloDiQc  and  depeodflociea,  are  virtgally 
adopted  by  tbis  bill..    .  .  ' 

SeclioD  eleventh  of  this  bill  a^itborizea  the  fre- 
sideoi  of  the  Uplted  Stalef.  ''in  case  either 
'  Fiance  or  Qreat  Bricain  shall  so  revoke  or  mod- 
'  ify  her  edicts,  as  that  ibey  shall  cease  to  violate 
'  the  neutral  cwDEQerce  of  the  United  State*,  to 
'dnlare  the  same  by  proolamatioa  j  aiut  ihete- 
'  opon  cause  to  be  issoed  letters  of  marque  and 
'  reprisal  against  tbe  nation  ihfreafter  continuing 
'in  forte  its  unlaWfuUdicls.".  Tbe'ConalilutPon 
say^.  ''  Tbe  Congress  sbaU  have  poller  la  declafe 
'  ivar,  grant  letters  of  marque  atid  reprisal,  and 
'  make  rules  conceraiag  ciplures  on  land  or  wa- 
'ler."  Tbe  exercise  of  tbis  authority,  given  by 
tbis  section  ti  the  Fresideoc,  to  grant  letters  of 
miique  and  reprisal,  is  to  rest  on  tbe 
or  modification  of  th«  edicts  of  Franc 
Briiaia,  so  as  not  to  violate  thebeuiral 
of  the  United  States.  And  ibis  complicated 
q'jestioQ  is  left  to  the.  judgmemand  oalimited 
discretion  of  the  Presidents  His  individual  opin- 
icD  on  thenaiureof  a  variety  of  edict*  not  apeclG- 
rd.and  which  will  admit  of  various  consfruction*, 
isiogovecn.  If  tbe  coodilioQ  on  which  auch  a. 
power  was  to  be  exercisejd,  vete  some  speciQed 
event, certain  and  precise  in  point  of  fact,  which 
is  sol  tbis  ease,  ii  might  be  qdestioned  whethi 
the  ConsiiiuriDit  wonld,  even  ibea,  warrant  Coi 
greis  in  delegating  to  the  President  the  power  i 
dt«)arinjf  war,  or  of  granting  letters  of  mftrque 
and  repriiial. 

The  ihiileenlh  Kection  provides  that  no  vessel 
ibali  be  allowed  to  go  on  a  foreign  voyage,  unless, 
among  other  things,  bopds  are  given,  iq  some  in- 
stances in  double,  and  ethers  in  four  liinei  the 
latne  of  the  veasel  and  cargo  g  "  nor  unless  every 
other  reqoisite  and  provision  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  ihe  act" — (the  enforcing  act)  "shall  have 
b«en  complied  with."  One  of  which  Is,  iha^ 
boadisbaU  be  given  to  six  times  the  value  of  vesT 
s«]  and  cargo.  It  cannot  be  the  InleolioD  that 
bood^  in  some  instances  to  eight,  and  others  ten 
times  the  value,  shoald  be  demanded  ;  and  yet  1 
inav  aik,  how  are  you  to  get  along  with  the  pos- 
■:ite  provisioD  ia  tbis  section  1  Perhaps,  indeed, 
It  may  be  done  with  the  aid  of  the  present  learned 
Attorney  Cieneral,  who  ba*  such  a  wonderful  fac- 
ulty of  esplaiDJ  og  away  positive  statutes. 

Section  foorteen  c«utaiqs  a  provision  directly 
oppssed  to  that  part  of  the  Constitution  whien 
BVs,  ■'  no  preference  shall  b^  given  by  any  regu- 
lii'ioa  of  commerce  or  revenua  to  the  ports  of  one 
Slate  over  those  of  another." 

By  thu  section  all  the  potts  of  the  United 
Stale*  an  released  bota  sertain  oppressive  and 


butdeosome  restrictions  tespeeiing  their  coast- 
ing trade,  excepting  the  Collection  districts  ad' 
jaeenl  to  the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation, 
which  are  lu  remain  subject  to  those  restrictions, 
amouniJDg  almost  to  a  total  prohibition  of  their 
coasting  trade.  No  such  exception  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Constitution;  and  if  Congress  may  thus 
i  singl,e  otit  the  ports  of  one  district,  why  not  those 
of  a  State,  and  thereby  wholly  arrest  the  com- 
merce of  a  Stale  which  may, be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  fall  under  the  diEpleaHure  of  the  Adminisira- 
tioD  1.  l(  tbe  ConsiituiioQ  may  be  departed  from 
in  one  instance,  what  security  is  there  that  all 
imposts,  duties,  or  excibes,  shall  be  UDifoim-^tbat 
capitalioti  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  according 
to  the  census — or  that  no  tax  or  dutyshall  he  laid 
on  the  exports  1  As  well,  nay  better,  raigbc  a  tax 
or  duty  be  laid  on  tbe  exports  of  a  particular  port, 
than  inat  their  coasting  trade  should  be  burdened 
according  to  tbe  proviiions  of  those  several  acts. 
1  will  close  my  remarks  on  the  details  of  tbe 
bill  with  Eonie  notice  of  the.  nineteenth  and  last 
sectiob,  which  seems  lo  be  a  favorite  one  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  because 
It  repeabt,  after,  the  end  of  tbe  next  bession  of 
Congress,  the  several  erabargo  acts,  and  tbe  en- 
forcing statute. .  Sir,  I  have  no  confidence  in  this 
provision.  We.  find  such  a  clause  tacked  to  al- 
most every  bill  wbicb  may  hazard  popularity.  Bj^ 
einmining  the  statute  book,  you  will  find  a  great 
number  of  important  laws  resting  on  such  a 
clause ;  Bi)d  before  the  close  of  almost  every  sei- 
siOQ  we  pas*  a  short  bill,  containing  perhaps  three 
or  four  lines,  further  lo  continue  surh  laws  in 
fotct  to  the  next  or  some  future  session  of  Con-     ' 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  with  very  great  con- 
cern that  1  have  viewed  the  progreM  of  our  aflain 
in  regard  to  our  foreign  reiatioDs,  since  tbe  dis- 
cussion on'  the  resolutien  I  bad  the  htmor  lo  sub- 
mil,  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo.  It  is  with  deep 
anxiety',  I  contemplate  the  passing  such  an  act  as. 
is  now  under  con  i  id  era  ti  on.  -The  embargo  baa  . 
produced  discontenti  of  a  very  alarming  nature. 
Tbis  bill,  if  it  shoo.ld  unfortunately  pass,  may 
drive  the  people  to  desperation.  Tbe  embargo 
bas  destMyed  our  commerce.  Tbis  bill,  if  carried 


.ud  may  involve  us  in  war.  If  the  provisi 
the  bill  are  not  intended  lo  be  executed,  it  would 
be  degrading  to  tbe  Government,  it  would  be  dis- 
bonorable  lo  pass  it ;  as  it  would  be  holding  out  a 
lure,  nay  an  invitation,  to  our  citizens  to  become 
violators  of  our  laws^andeipose  us  lo  the  deris- 
ion of -the  world. 

Suppose  the  act  passed,  and  rigorously  execDt- 
ed,  what  would  be  the  coosequence  ?  Kvery  maa 
of  common  sense  in  oUr  country  can  tell  yon. 
Our  producB  would  be  confined  to  a  feiv  porta, 
one  01  two.  perhaps,  in.  the  West  Indies,  the  mar- 
ket would  be  glutted,  and  it  would  not  bring  one- 
third  lis  value.  British  and  other  merchants 
luld  purchase  at  their  own  price,  and  transport 
it  to  markets  where  wanted,  at  an  immense  profit. 
tides  of  foreign  growth  and  manufaciDre 
as  were  admitted  would  be  at  an  exorbitant  jwice^ 
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but  many  articles    of   iodispeDtftble    necessitf 
would  be  ezdudcd  altogeiher. 

Ifwill  be  remembered,  thai,  wben  the  rtnbargo 
bill  naa  on  i\f  rapid  march  ihroagh  the  Senate, 
at  tbe  \iH  Eestion,  I  did  not  fail  to  warn  them  of 
tb«  danger  of  paasing  sifch  an  act ;  for  that  an 
embargo  could  ncn  and  would  not,  for  any  great 
length  of  liiD^,  be  eifcuted.  No,  >ir,  ibe  despotic 
power  of  Bonaparte  could  not  execute  it.  Now 
thai  it  is  found  it  cannot  be  executed,  the  biJI  on 
your  table  is  proposed  a?  a  lubsiitute.  Let  me 
ask, can  that  be  executed?  I  have  no. hesitation 
in  Mying  it  cannot  and  will  not  be  executed..  For 
if  the   laws  will   not  admit  the   intrndaciion  of 

,  tneh  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  raaoufaciUTe 
as  are  of  indispensable  necessity,  ihey  will  be 
smuggled  into  ilie  country,  and  the  payment  of 
duties  avoided.     Sir,  Congresscannot  control  the 

*"  elements;  and  they  might  as  Well  attempt  that, 
as  to  enlbrce  such  acts  agaiiSH  tbe  general  inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  the  people-     The  operation  □! 
sQCh  statutes  will  be  to  tonverC  your  mercf^ants 
into  smugglers,  and  your    citizens  'into    si  ' 
ptovliog  about  like  beuis  of  prey,  seeking  wl 
ihey  may  devour.  Our  country  will  be  filled  wflli 
seizures,  ouf  Federal  courts  crowded  with  suits 
for  penalriea  and  forfeitures,  and  our  State  coui 
with  suits  for  damages'    Many  of  our  citize 
]^ssesKing  integrity  and  honor,  too  scrupulous 
en^ge  in  such  a  traffic,  might  think   of  quilting 
their  country,  and  seeking  protection  under  some 
foreign  Power,  having  Taws  of  a  milder  aspect. 
Lei  me  entreat  tbe  Senate  to  pause,  for  a  ni 
ment,-and  reflect  whether  they  can  have  any  i 
soraDce  that  there  will,  much  longer,  be  a  patient 
submission. lo  such  measures?   Whether  the  bur- 
den is  not  alrudy  insupportable  ?"  And  -whethei 
the  sufferings  of  the  people  have  not  become  in- 
tolerable?    Some  gentlemen  havedeclared  (heir 
disbelief  of  the  accounts  of  the  suflerings  of  tbe 
people.     They  do  not. believe  thatsuch  sufferings 
^xisl,  because  the  sufferer*  have  not  proclaimed 
them  on  tbe  house-top.    It  ia  not'men  of  wealth, 
wbo,  under  any  circumstances,  and  in  any  times, 
can  produce  an  abundance  of  (he  necessaries  of 
life — or  men  in  the  receipt  of  ample  salaries, 

'  "which  suffer  no  diminution  from  the  embargo — or 
men  who  receive  a  per  diem  allowance,  not  de- 
pending upon  commerce  or  agriculinre  for  its 
continuance — abont  whom  I  feel  an  anxiety. 
Such  men,  though,  by  the  embargo,  they  may  be 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  thou- 
sands already  laid  up  in  store,  wHl  not  suffer 
want.  It  is'  the  laboring  people  in  the  Norlhi 
and  Eastern  States,  wbo  depend  on  their  daily 
occupations  for  the  aupport  of  themselves  and 
Iheirncmerous  families,  whose  sufferings  Itegard. 
On  this  class  of  citizens  we  depend  to  do  the  la- 
bor of  our  country.  Many"bf  them,  though  in 
ihe  humbler  walks  of  life,  are  respectable;  they 
are  freemen  ;  they  add  greatly  to  our  strength  and 
security  in  the  hour  ef  danger ;  for  they  are  nu- 
merous and  hardy,  and  beararnts;  and,  what  is 
most  lo  their  honor,  are  slwavs  prepared,  when 
iheir  counliy  oalU,  to  go  forth  in  her  defVaee. 
Tbne  are  men  who  cannot  be  turned  off  withs 


peck  of  corn  a  week.*  Men  about  whose  itiffer- 
ngs  we  cannot  feel  indifferent.  To  find  out  the 
lUfferiDgs  of  this  class  of  our  citizens,  you  must 
lot  go  to  demagogues;  pglitieal  partiuna,  or  office 
lunters  wh'o'always' say  what  they  think  will 
please-those  in  power ;  you  must  look  behind  the 
which  shields  from  public  view  dometiie 
IS  and  private  sufferings.  There  is  nothiag 
which  peo)Ue  more  studiously  conceal  than  Ihil 
>inching  poverty  which  compels  them  to  beg 
:hBriiy  of  others.  I  have  known  families,  who, 
from  sickoess  or  other  misfortune,  hnve  j>eeti  dc 
nrived  of  a  regular  supply  of  tbe  Jiecessaries  of 
life  from  the  labor  and  indusiry  of  htm  on  whom 
they  depend  for  support,  who  hav ealuiast  p$'iEh- 
ed  vi<h  want,  rather  than  ga  to  the-poor-houie, 
or  bubmtt  to  be  supported  by  tbe  town  ;  and  for 
whose  relief  tbe  roost  secret  and  delicate  modes 
of  bestowing  charity  hav^  been  resorted  to. 

Toconvrnc'c  the  Senate  that  the  sufieringsof 
oar'people  ere  real  and  not  imaginary,  I  will  slate 
one  piece  uf  information  from  New  Haren,  on 
which  may  he  placed  ihefullest  reliance.  During 
the  present  inclement  sdbson,  buDdredii  of  appli- 
canta  for'sdraittance  into  tbe  poor-honie  bare 
been  ^nted. ,  In  ordinary  times  the  poor-house 
would  accommodate  three  times  the  number  in 
it.  Always,  Until  now.  it  has  been  more  than 
sufficient  10  flceommodate  aH  (hat  were nnderibe 
nBcessity  of  going  (o  it.  In  addition  to  the  pro- 
viaiop  made  by  the  town,  and  the  varions  chari- 
table societies,  resort  has  been  had  lo  (he  raising 
of  money  by  subscriptions,  to  purchase  wood  a tid 
provisions,  to  prevent  people  from  perishing  with 
cold  and  hunger;  a  point  of  suffering  thi«  lo 
which  we  were  never  reduced  under  all  the  pres- 
sure of  ihe  Revolutionary  war;  ibouih  in  that 
time  our  little  town  suffered  much,  and  was  once 
sacked  and  plundered  by'the  Britlsih  army.  Thi<, 
for  the  moment,  was  distressing,  but  the  usual 
occupations  of  its  inhabitants,  a  sq re  source  for 
the  supply  ol  their  wants,  not  being  taken  away, 
they  were  soon  able  to  procure  for  themselves  the 
necessaries  and  many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  Sir, 
it  ia  no  pleasnnt  spectacle  lo  behold  a  fiouTishing 
little  town,  where,  though  wealth  did  not  abound, 
a  competency.deriredfromhonest  industry,  made 
every  man  happy,  reduced  to  such  distress,  and 
thai,  too,  by  tbe  measures  of  their  oWu  Govem- 
rueoT.  These  sufferings  are  not  confined  to  New 
Mavea,  they  pervade  ad  our  commercial  towns. 
1  have  seen  very  affecting  deaariplions  of  them 
from  other  places — descriptions  which  must  touch 
ihe  tender  feelings  of  every  heart  not  rendered 
callous  by  party  spirit.  Prom  the  patriotic  city 
of  BaUimore,  where  Ihe  embargo  has  been  appro- 
bated, we  have  the  following  information,  being 
an  extract  from  ihecomtaunication  of  the  Mayor 
10  the  City  Council; 

"Tbe  gentleman  appointed  to  diitiibute  the  fends, 
hate,  with  zeal  and  industry  truly  commendsbie,  ia 
evsTj  instance,  in  person,  vLsited  the.funilies  applying 
for  relief,  and  extended  Ihe  hand  of  charity  to  ihem,  in 
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proportion  to  their  leTeral  neceidtiea,  sad  the  ■urns 
collected.  In  yoar  wisdom  and  hunanitj,  I  conGilent- 
Ij  repoee  lor  fiirtliBr  relief;  as  the  reports  of  [he  gea- 
tieinen  sppainted  to  visit  them  are  truly  dintreMiog  to 
tbe  fediDgs  of  hnmaiii^,  both  aa  to  their  namberi  and 


"  The  If  atiae  S^etjr  of  Philadelphia  have  dii^T- 
ered  apnvi)  of  one  thousand  abjecta  of  cHarilj,  who, 
from  a  ilale  of  comfiiit,  l)ave  been  reduced  to  the  low- 
cM  nbja  of  poverty." 

I  sbal4  not  uke  □[>  tbe  time  of  the  Seuate  iu 
DoticiD^  otiier  official  accouots  ot  suffering  equal- 
If  diitressipg.  It  will  be  doubly  a&ieiiTf  to  [be 
people  tofioJ  out  GoTemrnetK  obstinatel^beDt.on 
URtsures  wliich  h»<re  produced  ao  much  Individ- 
aal  diairess,  af^er  tbey  are  ackaawteilged  to  b«ve 
Etiled  to  produce  flie  desired  effect  on  foreig-n  ua- 
tjous.  This  will  seem  to  be  more  i,i)aa  trifling 
wiib  their  sufferings  ;  and  I  .will  not  be  answera- 
ble for  tbe  caaseqaences.  for  my  part,  I  beliere 
ibe  poini  of  suffering  is  as  great  as  cao  be  endur- 
ed i  *ad  may  I  not  be  permitied  to  ask  ibe  ques- 
lioo,  wbether  much  mor«  ought  )o  be  endured  1' 

I  km  nut  uneor  tliose  who  adrocftle  tbe  doc 
trine  of  pasaive  obedience  and  nob-resislHBce;,or 
that  oppressiOD,  evea  from  ijur  own  Qovernmenl, 
is  not  to  be  reiJBted.  I  do  believe  ihtt  it  is  not 
only  justiSabie,  but  a  jiaramount  duly  lo  resist, 
wbeaerer  tbe  oppretaiou  becomes  (ntolerabte,  or 
aDCOBitiianoDal  ineasures,  which  !>irike  at  tbe 
fmiiKfaiioQ  of  civil  liberl¥,'are  attfmpted  to  be 
eaforced.  Tbis  doctrine  is  not  new,  sir,  it  is  the 
dtctrme  which  oilr  ancestors  brought  with  |hem 
to  New  England,  and  have,  banded  down  ta  vs  as 
our  most  precious  birthright;  an  iava^able  in- 
heritance to  freemen,  wbich  I  hope  neither  we 
nor  oar  children  .4111  erer  beioduced  lo  surrender. 

Tosbow  (hat  the  docKioes  whtoh  I  have  ad- 
Ttnced,  and. the  opiniiins  I  enieriaiD,  are  not  pe- 
culiar (o  New  England,  1  will  take  the' liberty  of 
reading  what  was  said  by  Earl  Chatham,  one  of 
the  greatest  statesmen  England  ever  knaw,  when 
oppressive  and  un constitutional  measures  were,  by 
an  adni^islralion  of  thai  country,  allenipled  lo 
be  edforced.  And,  sorely,  gentlemen  will  nut  say 
the  CoDslilUtioD  and  Ooverom'eol  of  England,  is 
more  friendly  to  liberty,  and  the  free  expression 
of  opioiOD,  than  the  Conslitution  and  Qovern-i 
meBiol  tbe  United  Stales.  Parliamentary  De- 
batei,  volume  29,  page  ^0 : 

"  My  Lards,  1  need  not  look  abroad  for  gtieVnnces. 
Tbe  grand  capital  mischief  is  fixed  at  home.  '  It  cor- 
nipU  tbe  ve^. foundation  of  our  palitical  eiiftence,  and 

Cya  upon  tbe  vitili  of  tbe  Stale — the  constitution 
been  gramly  violated — the  constitution  »t  this  ino- 
ineat  Maiula  violated.  Until  that  wound  be.  b«sied, 
natil  the  grievance  is  lediesied,  it  is  vain  to  recom- 
mend OQian  to  Psrliamenl — in  vain  to  promote,  con- 
ciord  auioaK  tbepfople.  If  we  mean  serioful;  to  unila 
(be  nstton  within  itself,  .we  must  convince  them  that 
tbeir  oouiplainta  are  nrgarded,  and  that  their  inji 
■hsJI  be  tnlresBed.  C^n  that  fohndation,  I  vrould  take 
tbe  lead  in  recommendiDg  peace  >and  hsimony  to-  the 
pe<^>Ie.    On  any  ollvr,  I  wontd  never  wish  to  see  tham 


united  a^in.  If  the  breach  in  the  constitution  be  et 
feclually  repaired,  tbe  people  will  of  tbdnselveB  return 
lo  a  state  of  tranquillity.  If  not,  may  discord  prevail 
forever  1  I  know  to  what  point  this  doetoine  and  (hia 
IsngHagB  will  appear  ditfctcd.  Bat  I  feel  the  principle  of 
■n  Ertglishmin  ;  and  I  utter  them  without  B,pprehenBion 
or  reeerve.  Thecrisia  Is  indeed  alarming:  Somuchthe 
HKFra  does  it  reqnirc  &  prudent  relaxation  on  the  part 
oflGrovemment.  If  tbe  King's  tervants  will  not  permit  '' 
a  Constitutional  qoestioB  to  be  decided  on,  according 
lo  the  fprBU,  and  an  the  principles  of  the  eonatitutiaii, 
it  must  then  ba  decided  in  some  other  manner;  and 
rather  than  it  should  be  given  up,  rather,  than  tbe  na- 
tion shouldsurrender  tbeir  birthright  to  adeapotic  Uiil- 
istcr,  I  hope,  my  Lords,  old  aS  I  sm,  1  shall  see  tha- 
question  brought  to  iasue,  and  fairly  tried  between  the 
people  and  the  Government.  My  Lords,  this  is  not  the 
laoeusgo  of  faction  ;  \b\  it  be  tried  by  that  criterion,  by 
wfaich  alone  ne  can  distinguish  what  i*  factious,  ftom 
what  is  not — by  tbe  principles  of  the  English  canstitn- 
tion.  I  have  been  bred  up  in  these  principles ;  and 
tinow  that,  when  the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  innidedr 
and  all  redress  is  denied  him,  resistance  is  justified." 
the '  Parliament  of  England  were  a[- 


ance,  and  jerminated  in  our  Revohition  and  in- 
dependence, Lord  Chatham,  this  friend  of  civil 
liberty,  said  in  tha  House  of  Lords,  ''I  rejoice 
that  the  Colonies  liave  resisted;'^ 

Ad  ohjeciioo  arises  to  thijt  nteajure  gf  non-im- 
porlatmn  and  non-iniercourse,  from  the  circum- 
atance'nf  the  strong  resembdance  it  bears  to  that 
system  of  warfare  which  ihi  nations  of  coniinen- 
tal  Europe  have,  under  the  auspices  of  Bonaparte, 
been  inauced  in  wage  against  England.  Was 
not  that  a  non- intercourse,  and  a  non-importatioD 
of,Bl1  articles  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the 
British  domioionsi  Will  not  this  circumstance 
alarm  the  minda  of  the  people  1  It  may  be  said 
"  "  ""  ""  the  face  of  it,  purports  lo  be 
Tents,  and  is  ibcrefo 
the  case  also  with  II 
gal  And  has  not  that  been  found  to  be  a  meas- 
ure in  perfect  unison  with  the  wishes,  feelings. and  , 
view<i  uf  Bonaparte  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  deny  it^  he 
has  been  too  explicit  in  biS  declarations  on  tl)at 
subject  to  leave  a  doubt.  Nay,  sir,  what  he  has 
said,  lakeii  in  connexion  with  other  known  facts, 
has  gone  far  to  excite,  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
in  one  portion  of  the  Union,  a  suspicion,  and  I 
should  be  Kicurreet  if  I  should  say  more  than  sus- 
piciun,  that  there  was  some  secret  upderslanding. , 
Here  let  me  remark  that,  I  do  notm^aa  to  accuse 
the  Adminislralioo  of  anythiaginconsisteni with 
our  rights  as  an  independeoi  naliva ;  for  as  such 
ne  have  a  right  not  only  ta  co-operate  but  lo  form 
au  alliance  with  France.  If  our  AdmlaistralJon 
believed,  as  I  know  many  <!o  believe,  that  it  would 
be  a  wise  policy,  should  We  not  have  cause  10  fear 
Ihey  wuuld,  adopt  that  (loursel  It  is  because  I 
believe  such  a  policy  would  be  unwise,  would  be 
ruioous-to  tbe  nation,  that  1  wisb  to  avoid  every- 
thing that  looks  that  way.  ^ 

I  have  said  that  what  the  Emperor  of  France. 
or,  which  is  the  same  ihibg,wliat  his  confidential 
.  Ministers  have  said,  taken  in^onneiion  with  other 
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maiters  koowo  to  us,  has  excited  suspicion,  that 
there  was  an  unjerstanding  brlween  our  Admio- 
Utralion  and  France  in  relation  (o  the  einliarga; 
I  will  DOW  er^uroeratc  some  of  the  crrcumsiauces. 
During  the  laW  session  of  Congress,  letters  were 
received  from  llte  CouliDeDt  of  Europe,  bringing 
iDforoiBtion,  from  a  reHpeciable  source,  that  .on 
the  sailing  of  the  United  Sialen'  armed  scbooner 
Revenge,  from  France,  with  Doctor  Bullos.  and 
despatches,  onr  Minister  there  wrolc  to  Holland, 
comrauDicatiTig  informallon  that  the  arriral  ol' 
ibe  Revenge  in  (he  United  State.'*  would  be  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  general  embargn,  and 
Vising  the  merchants  to  hapten  the  departure  of 
their  vessels,  under  an  apprehensioo,  as  I  suppose, 
that'the  cmbariTO  might  induce  a  declaration  of 
war  on  the   part   of  Great  Britain.     This  inielli- 

fence,  I  am  credibly  informed,  has  been  confirmed 
y  a  person  jiot  long  since  in  this, city,  who  states 
that  he  was  in  Holland  at  the  time,  and  was  wi  11 
acquainted  with  the  fact.  The  Revenge  arrived, 
and  the  ever  memorable  embargo  was  laid.  The 
question  is  asked,  and  I  ant  nut  able  to  anEwer  it, 
how  was  it  known  in  France,' unle;i  there  had 
been  some  previous  communicatioD  and  under- 
standing on  that  subject,  that  such  an  embargo 
would  be  laid,  at  a  time  when  such  a  thing  was 
not  suspected  by  the  people  of  the Uoiieii  States? 
That  the  Emperor  expected  a  policy  of  the  na- 
ture  of  the  embargo  to  be  adopted  in  the  United 
Slates,  is  manifest  from  another  circumstance. 
After  the  embargo  began  to  operate  on  the  inhal}- 
iunlsof  Guadaloupe,  to  induce  them  to  be  patient 
under  their  sufferings,  the  three  chief  officers 
there,  members  of  Bonaparte's  Legion  of  Honor, 
issned  their  praclamn:ion  on  the  21st  of  March, 
1808.  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
in  whi^ch,  referring  to  our  embargo,  tbcy  say  : 

"  That  the  rigor  of  tbrge  meiuures  is  k  new  proof  of 
the  failhfulneu  of  this  Power  (th^  United  Suttw)  to 
iti  former  iiiendship  with  the  French  empire ;  of  iU 
attachment  to  the  general  interest!  of  Europe,  which 
•re  likewise  its  awn,  u  one  of  the  great  mcHns  of  ac- 
celerating a  [naritime  peace,  by  the  im  possibility  which 
it  presents  to  the  common  enamj  of  the  means  to  con- 
tinue the  war." 

This  proclaraalinn  must  have  been  issued  in 
consequence  of  orders  andinslruclions  from  the 
Emperor;  for  his  afiicers  do  nol  act  in  his  name 
witliout  orders;  and  those  orders  must  have  been 
issued  in  consequence  of  his  previous  knowledge 
that  an  embargo  was  to  be  laid;  because  there 
was  not  time,  after  the  embargo  act  arrived  iu 
France,  for  such  orders  to  have  reached  Guada- 
loupe before  the  issuing  of  this  proclamation. 
Another  circumsianee^  which  made  some  impres- 
siODj  was  the  unceasing  effort,  doting  the  last 
aession  of. Congress,  lo  convert  the  embargo  into 
s  non-intercourse.  Expecliog.  no  doubt,  that,  by 
cutting  off  all  remittances,  by  land  as  well  as  by 
tea,  the  merchants  would  cease  lo  send  out  their 
goods.  If  this  bill  passe.i.  we  ."hall  have  adopted 
Ihevery  measures  which  have  been  required  by 
the  French  Eftiperor  of  other  neutral  nations,  and 
it  will  be  considered  as  furiiishiog  irresistible  evi- 
dence to  conGrm  those  existing  suspicious. 


There  are  other  circumstances  which  have  ex- 
cited alarm.  1  must  speak  out— times  have  be- 
I  come  loo  sefiou^  to  conceal  anj'lkin^ ;  for  I  con- 
'  sidrr  the  vote  which  is  about  to  be  given,  on  this 
I  bill,  as  deciding  the  all  imporlani  question  of 
I  peace  or  war.  When  an  opinion  seemed  to  pre- 
i  vail,  a  little  time  since,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
I  to  repeal  the  embargo,  those  who  are  considered 
;  as  the  most  confidential  organs  of  the  Adriiinis- 
i  traiion,  strenuously  urged  the  first  of  June  for 
;  the  time  of  the  repeal.  And  why  ■?  Not  cer- 
'  tainly  on  account  of  any  advantage  it  could  be  to 
'■  the  people  of  ilic  Uniied  Stales  to  postpanf  the 
repeal  to  ibat  lirne.  The  real  cause  why  the  1st 
of  June  was  Gxed  on,  is  not  for  trie  to  say ;  bat  I 
can  tell  you  what  is  suspected  by  aome  of  the 
people  to  be  the  reason  ;  it  is,  that  there  may  be 
time  for  the  despatch  vessel  to  go  lo  France  and 
return';  so  that  some  arraogement  may  be  made 
^Bs  tg  a  substitute  for  the  embargo,  that  the  Em- 
j  peror  may  not  take  umbrage  el  the  wptal.  These 
I  suspicions  are  much  increased  hf  a  report  which 
I  is  in  circulation,  for  the  truth  of  which. however. 
j  I  cannot  vouch,  that  the  Private  Secretary  of  the 
President  15  to  be.  the  bearer  of  the  despatches. 
It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  this  eonhdenLial 
I  agent  of  the  President  should  be  sent  on  the  mere 
',  errand  «f  a  post-boy.  People  fear  some  private 
\  agency,  some  secret  negotiation,  which  may  ulti- 
1  male  in  linking  the  destinies  df  our  country  (o 
those  of  France.  An  idea  whicH  is  terrifying  to 
them ;  for.  as  jl  regards  oiir  liberties  and  our  tree 
Government,  the  embrace  of  France  would  be 
the  grasp  of  death.  Bonaparte 'wilt  never  rest 
satisfied  lo  see  the  people  of  any  counlry  in  the 
enjoyment'of  liberty.'  The  name  of  a  frea  Re- 
public is  a  lirinjr  reproach  to  him.  Other  ques- 
tions are  asked,  which  I  am  noi  able  to  an'swer; 
such  as,  why  the  next  session  of  Congress  is  fixed 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  May  ?  Whether  it  is 
not  to  give  lime  for  the  despatch  vessel  (o  go  and 
reruro9  Whether  the  plan  of  piing  to  war  wilh 
both  the  belligerents  was  not  with  an  undersiand- 
ing  with  one  nation  that  il  was  (o  be  merely  a 
nominal  war?  Ami  whether,  in  any  oiher  point 
of  view,  the  idea  of  going  to  war  with  two  such 
powerful  belligerents,  at  ihe  same  time,  was  not 
too  ridiculous  to  be  serinusfy  entertained  for  a 
momenti  On  the  last  poinl,  I  have  iii  forma  lion 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  tny  mind,  that  such  a  war 
ivould  nol  be  objected  to  on  thepart  of  France. 

Sir,  the  bill  before  you  istvar.  Ills  losusjwod 
all  intercourse,  to  put  ao  end  to  all  the  relations 
of  amity.  What  is  that  but  warl  war  of  ibe 
worst  kind — war  under  the  disguise  of  noD-iiHer- 
course,  which  is  only  a  milder  mode  of  declaring 
it.  If  we  must  have  war,  lei  it  h«  an  open  war. 
Let  gentlemen  come  fbrward  wilh  a  bold  and 
manly  front  and  declare  war ;  and  not  atiempi,  in 
Ibis  covert  manner,  to  decoy  and  deceive  the  peo- 
ple into  war'.  I  honor  the  open  conduct  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia:  be  has  not  hefil&ted 
to  dechre  that  his  sentiments  and  wishes  are  for 
war.  If  I  entertained  the  same  opinion- of  the 
conduct  of  our  Admini^lmtion,  and  of  foreign 
nations,  as  he  has  declared,  I  would  join  bim 
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heart  and  hand  fur  a  declaraiioD  pf  war.  Boi. 
fir,  ibe  poller  of  oar  cod d try  i*  pacific,  as  I  hope 
iialwafs  will  be.  The  d«  I  ion  will  not  conteoi 
la  go  to  war  nolil  all  honorBble  aod  fair  means 
hare  been  atlempied  to  retdo  differeoees  by  ne- 
goiiatioD — a  D«KOiiaiion  conducied  id  a  maacer 
ibtl  sball  evioce  the  most  perfecl  sincerity  and 
justice.  Ad  Admin ittranon  thai  should  eoni- 
meDce  ■  war,  acainstpQblic  EeDliment,  would 
aHDme  an  B«rrul  respoosibililjr,  and  bring  on 
tbeoiirlte;  aod  iheir  couuiry  iaerttable  disgrace. 
ETfo  ihemoiiarchv  of  EngUnd  caDDDl  su&tsina 
warlbat  is  onpopular. 

The^mlemBn  from  Virgioia  has.  in  palhelic 
■trtias,  inriied  ns  ^  he  bos  in  emphatic  language 
called  npon  all  parties  to  unite  in  lupporring  the 
ciuse  nf  oar  connirr.  Id  the  c.iuse  of  our  coun- 
ttT  we  will  DDite.  The  Americaa  peo[de  will  all 
tiDite  in  supportiog  ottr  nation's  independence. 
and  in  the  support  of  our  r^hta.  Id  do  porlioD 
of  iha  Union  will  the  people  be  innre  nnrleil,  or 
niore  obedient  to  such  a  call  than  in  New  Eng- 
iiad.  They  yrill  not  surrcoder;  but  with  their 
hies,  either  to  foreitrn  domination,  or  domebtic 
despolisao.  their  UDALenahle  privilegaorrpeemeD. 
iheii  birihtigbt- 

But.  sir,  there  is  a  manifest  difference  between 
a  call  to  sDpport  oar  coDDtrv 's  cawe — and  a  call 
lo  support  the  measures  of  an  Admini-itrattnii. 
The  former  is  peremptory  and  irretislible.  Bui 
the  latter  is  not  entitled  to  the  like  support;  un- 
less its  mea*Dres  are  foonded  Id  justice,  wisdom, 
and  souad  policy.  '  Tbe  people  of  New  England 
har»snffieient  diaeernmeal  to  distingtiish  between 
the  ConalitDlion  of  ibe  United  Stales  and  the 
AdnuDistraiioD — between  their  conntrv  and  tbe 
Admiaislration  of  its  QdvernmeDt.  They  can- 
not be  induced  to  sacrifice  their  beat  inierests  lo 
topporl  the  failing  projects  of  aa  Administration 
wfaose  political  cheTacler  and  influence;  and  not 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  country,  art;  at  stake 
OB  the  measures  now  proposed  to  be  enforcFd. 

An  Administration  to  be  just  mast  be  sincere 
and  impartial,  both  toward  foreign  naliati!i  and 
oar  own  c'ltiaens.  Conscious  of  this  truth,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  has  declared,  in  tbe  rai 
deeisire  language,  that  tbe  present.  A  dm  inisli 
lion  hare  been  bolh  sincere  and  impartial,  and 
bas  challenged  us  to  adduee  proof  to  ihe  contrary^ 
As  the  gentlenian  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Batibd) 
his  so  ably  and  so  cooclusireiy  proVei!  the  insia- 
eerily  and  parlialuy  of  ihe  Adrajoisltalion,  asre- 
ftaidj  foreign  nations,  I  shall  not  lake  Up  the  time 
uf  the  Senate  on  that  point,  hot  confine  myself 
(0  a  rery  few  remarks  upon  the  insincerity  and 
partiality  which  have  been  praclisrd  upon  our 
•WD  eiiizens.  May  I  not  ask.  whether  the  eoni' 
mencement  of  this  Adroinis^raiinn  was  not  dis- 
tiDguished  by  circumstances  which  might  well 
excite  doubts  of  EiectJtire  sincerity  f  Iti  the 
inaugonl  speech,  we  were  (old  ; 

"Mi  wit]  bear  in  mind  this  saersd  niudple,  that 
tbongli  Ihe  will  of  the  majoiity  is  in  all  eoHf  to  pre- 
vail, that  will  lo  be  rightfal  mnot  be  reoMinablej  that 
tbe  minority  poaoaaa  equal  righta,  which  equal  law* 
man,  pnlect,  and  to  eitdata  would  b« 


lu,  then,  feliow.«itiaens,  unite  wifh-  one  heart  and  one 
mind,  lot  n*  rMtore  to  oocial  intereoiuae  that  harmany 
■nd  oflectioD  willwul  which  liberlj,  and  e*«n  life  ttaaff 
are  but  dreary  things.  And  let  lu  leSsct  that,  bavinf 
banished  from  out  laqd  that  religious  inluterance 
undar  which  mankind  no  long  bled  and  luflefed,  wa 
hsTe  yet  gained  but  little,  IftTC  countenance  a  poHli- 
eal  intolerance,  aa  despotic,  as  wii-kud,  and  cupalilc  of 
oa  lihter  and  bloody  peracculioti.  We  have  called  by 
different  nsmea  brethren  of  the  same  principle.  We 
sre  all  Republicans— we  are  all  Pedrriliris.  Equal 
and  exact  juiitice  to  all  men,  ofwhatCToi  state  or  per- 
suasion, religious  or  political." 

I  was  so  credulous  as  to  belicTe  all  this aincete. 
I  weni  home,  and  was  active  and  in. earnest  lo 
propagate  the  same  opinioo  araoni;  the  people  of 
the. Since  to  which  I  belonged.  The  people  wer« 
prepared  not  only  to  «up|wiL  the  Consuiuiion  and 
QuvernnienL  of  their  counlry,  which  they  will 
always  du,  bal  such  an  Admiuii<lration  as  ihey 
understood,  frooi  tlie  inaugural  speech,  we  were 
to  have.  A  few  monlhi  only  elapsed,  however, 
before  there  was  displayed  a  spirit  ofjatoleraoce 
and  party  spirit,  which  Glled  iheni  with  aslonish- 
menl.  Persons,  old  Revolutionary  characters, 
itrere  di-placed,  not  for  want  of  talenls  or  integ- 
rity lo  the  due  eieeuiiou  of  their  uSces,  nor  for 
any  neglect  or  inGdeliiy  io  the  performance  of 
their  duly.  Whether  such  removals  were  merelr 
on  account  of  political  opinion,  or  because  such 
men  would  not  le  obsequious  to  the  particular 
and  private 'Views  of  the  Executive,  1  leave  to 
others  to  explain.  Though  eight  yeara  hare 
elapsed,  this  political  inioleraDce  has  not  ceased  ; 
during  this  Tery  session  we  have  been  called  upon 
to  sanctiuQ  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  made 
by  such  removals.  Like  partiality  and-  iniusiice 
hare  been  practised,  toward  oiiizensof  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  appointnteols  lonew  i.fficea. 
1  will  not  take  up  ihe  time  of  the  Senate  id  esu- 
merating  casts.  The  appoinimenis  of  ibe  pres- 
ent sessiun  are  fresh  in  iixe  miufs  of  every  mem- 
lier  of  this  body,  Unforluaalely,  Ibe  time  haa 
never  yet  arrir«l,  when  tbe  only  inquiry  was  to 
be,  "  is  he  booest,  is  he  capable,  is  he  faithful  lo 
ihe  CoastiluiioD."  Sir,  an  Administration  thus 
conducting  is  not  entitled  lo  support;  and  an 
Aduinislralion  thus  managing  the  affairs  of  a 
natJOD  will  noi  ultimately  be  supported. 

I  shall  next  inquire  in  what  has  consisted  the 
wisdom  of  the  AdroiDisiration  as  regards  their 
measures?  Those  measures  which  hare  been 
adopted,  and  are  now  proposed  to  be  extended  and 
enforced,  for  they  are  UaK*  of  the  same  chain,  and 
as  they  regard  ibtetgn  nations,  aK  feeble  ;  and, as 
Tar  as  tbe  experiment  has  been  made,  hare  proved 
wholly  inemcienl.     While   at  homo  they   hare 

E rostrated  a  fiourishinp  commerce-^destroyed 
oth  our  revenue  and- our  resources — paralyzed 
private  enterprise  aod  honest  industry — given 
encouragement  to  fraud,  deception,  and  violence  ; 
exposing  the  honest,  industrious,  unsttspeciiog 
citizen,  to  becotna  the  dupe  and  tbe  prey  of  ud- 

S>rineipled  speculators — deprived  many  .of  onr 
ellow-ciiizena  of  ihe  menna  of  gaining  a  tub- 
sialenee— and  reitdered  them  incapable  of  conirib- 
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ulioj!  aoything  U>  the  gcaeial  liefea'ce  and  sect 
ritf  of  the  DfliioD,  In  tbe  management  of  ou 
furei^n  relations  there  has  bc'en  such  a  want  ( 
wisdom  as  to  bring  our  country  (tn  use  the  ei 
pression  nf  ibe  genileman  fram  Virginia,)  '*  inC 
an  awful  crisis ;"  and  if  the  same  coorse.of  mea' 
ures  is  to  he  ptrsevered  in,  we  shall,  in-  all'prob 
biliif,  be  entangled  In  inextricable  btoila. 

Aa  to  sorftid  policy,  as  regards  lli&  measures  i 
the  preseqt  Adminiblralioa,  I  havo  nut  bi 


to  di»< 


The 


ble 
ng  ap- 


pear to  me  to  be  the  reverse  of  sound  policy, 
me  ask,  in  what  qonsiata  the  policy  of  adininisier- 
ing  another  poison ODS  dose  to  a  patient  already 
sicif  and  fainting  under  the  embargol  Has  doi 
experience  tliawn  us  thai  there  is  no  policy  in 
noo-icnportatiun  aod  ncui-iniercoune  law4  7  Cao 
it  consist  with  good  policy  lo  increase  the  drs- 
conlenU  of  a  people  driren  almost  la  desperation, 
by  attempting  to  enforce,  by  the  bayonet,  acts 
which  are  opposed  to  the  sentiments,  feelings,  ati,d 
interest  of  the  people?     So  long  ,as  the  ptople 

E reserve  their  liberties,  and  reserve  in  their  own 
ands  their  arms,  can  it  be  prudent  or  politic  for 
an  Admioislratkin-to  atlerupt  coercion  ? 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  close  my  remnrks 
with  a  concise  proipeclive-Tiew.  If  we  pass  this 
bill,  in  what  tituaiion  will  (fae  President  elect  tind 
ouf  aSitirs  on  the  4ih  day  of  March  next,  when 
he  is  to  take  tfaecbair  of  Stale  1  To  the  embargo, 
and  various  HUpplemeutar^  acts,  and  the  enfurc- 
ing  staitite,  ibe  unpopularity  of  wtiieh  an  Admid- 
'  istratiou  of  eight  years  siaodine,  aided  by  ihe 
personal  popularity  t^f  the  Chief  Magistrale-could 
DOl  sustain,  we  are  about  to  superadd  a  DOQ-im- 
portation  and  a  nun-intercourse  ;  measures  as  in- 
capable of  execution — not  lessineilieieniin  regard 
to  foreign  nations — and.  ai  they  re'pecl ourselves, 
equally  oppresstre  and  inj^uriotis,  and,  if  possible, 
more  odious  than  th^  embargo.  -This  bill  Is  co- 
vert war,  and  not  only  gives  to  the  Preeiilent  of 
ihe  United  Slates  the  power,  but  seems  to  lay 
him  under  a  necesfiiy  of  commencing  active 
ifar  i  which  by  tbe  Constitution  is  confided  only 
to  Congress.  By  this  bill  we  are  about  to  extend 
that  threatening  policy,  which  is  not  likely  to 
bring  about  an  amicable  adjustment  of  difierencen, 
bat  IS,  at  welt  as  other  provisions  of.the  bill,  art- 
fully calculBKd  to  involve  our  country  in  war. 
Ifo  Power  having  national  feelings,  or  regard  to 
national  character,  and  possessing  the  means  of 
resistance,  will  submit  to  such  coercion. 

Is  il  conducting  candidly  toward  the  President 
elect?  Is  it  giving  hiio  a  fair  opportunity,  for 
.  the  present  Coogreb<o  lay  bim  under  tbe  neces- 
sity of  goiug  to  war,  or  of  receding  io  a  manner 
to  which  some  mighl  be  dirposed  to  attach  the 
idea  of  disgrace?  No,  sir,  good, policy  Tequires 
that  wa  DOW  recede  from  measures  found  to  be 
inefiectual  or  injurious.  There  would  be  mag- 
nanimity in'lhia.  (To  retract  errors  becomes  a 
'  great  mind.  We  ought  tn  repeal  the  embargo 
altogether,  and-  leave  tbe  PretidenI  elect  free  to 
adopt  Mich  measures,  and  (o  pursue  such  acotuse 
aa  wisdom,  Bound  policy,  and  ihe  leuoni  of  ezpe- 
rience  may  dictate.  '  la  tbi*  situalioD  tbe  Presi- 


dent elect  would  have  it  in  bis  power  loeztrieaie 
us  from  out  present  embarrasAments,  if,  fotlu- 
natety.  he  should  pOssess  the  fortitude  and  mag> 
nanimity  (which  may  I  not  bepermitteil  to  hope 
will  be  the  easel)  to  determine  to  assume  the  ele- 
vated character  of  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
and.noi  to  beconae.the  cbiaf  of  a  parly. 

If  tbe  Admibistralion  which  is  to  comnieQce 
on  ibe4ih  of  March,  shall  «dopt  and  ptirsue  a 
course  of  measure*  which-  shall  wear  the  stamp 
of  sincerity,  justice,  wisdom,  and  sound  policy, 
bath  as  regards  our  own  c^lizensiind  foreign  na- 
tions, it  will  have  the  coidial  co-operatioa  and 
Hrm  support  of  tbe  ^reel  body  of  the  people; bpt 
if  governed  by  an  iBloleraat  spirit  of  fiaviy,  a 
persecuting  spirit  as  reifirds  our  own  citizens,  or 
a  want  of  aineerily  and  justice  toward  any  foreign 
nation,  such  an  Admiaistrat^on  will  not  be  sup- 
ported ;  and,  on  the  ezperrmeiit,  il  will  be  round- 
that  such  ail  AdministratiuD  eaanoL  go  ob  with 
the  Government. 

The  question  wa*  new  taken  on  the  passage  of 
th^  bill,  and  determined  in  the  e^rmalive — yeas 
SI,  nays.12,  asfbllows:  T 

Yeas — Maun.  Andenon,  Coodit,  FrankliDt'Gail-' 
lard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Uowland,  Kitchel,  Leib,  Mathsw- 
son,  Metgs,  Milledgs,  Mitchitl,  Moon,  Pope,  Rob^n, 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yorfc,  Smiih  o(TeB- 
neuee,  Thnutan,  snd  Tiffin. , 

Niti — Heun.  Bayard,  Urawfonl,  Oilman,  Qood  rick, 
HillhouM,  .Lloyd,  Parker,  Pickering,  Rbm],  Samtei,  ■ 
Turner,  and  White. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  ibis  bill  pass,  and  that 
I  the  title  thereof  be,  "An  act  to  interdict  ihecom- 
I  mercJal  intercourse  helweea  the  United  State*  and 
I  Ureal  Britain  and  Fianc^aud  their  depeoijeaeies, 
1  and  for  oiber  purposes." 

WeDHEeniY,  February  32. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An«ct 
for  imposing  additional. duties  upon  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandi^,  imported.  fromAuy  for- 
^'eign  port  or  place,"  reported  amendments;. which 
were  read,  and, ordered  to  lie  for  consideratioo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the -consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  wi'h 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  relative  to 
tbe  aceommpdation  of  the  Senate  at  the  oexi  ateet- 
ing  of  Congress,  and 

ReMotved,  That  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Build- 
ings  do  cause  to  be  prepared,  for  the  accommoda- 
tiouof  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  Congres.1, 
ihe  room  called  "The  Library  Room,"  in  the  mao- 
oer  staled  in  the  said  Surveyor'*  report,' with  ai- 
little  expense  as  may  consist  with  the  reasonable 
oomfori  of  the  members, 'and-  the  convenience  of 
spectators. 

Mr  Tiffin,  from  the  committee,  repocied  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  charter  of  Qeorgetowa,"  correctly  en- 
grossed. The  hill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
the  blank  in  the  fourth  section  was  filled  wiih  the 
word  ttodve. 

Jie*atvtd,  Thai  this  bill  pasa,  and  tbal  lh«  title 
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lfa«r«of  be,  "  An  ict  Bopplraienlary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'Aa  actio  amend  the  charter  of^  George- 
Mr.  TimN,  from  the  commitlee,  Teporled  the 
bill  freeins  from  postage  alt  lettrra  aod  packets  lo 
Thomas  Jeflerson,  correctly  eagrossed  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Rttoleed,  That  this  bill  pa»,  and  that  the  liile 
thereof  be,  '-An  act  freeing  froffl  poita'ge  all 
letter  and  paakets'to  Tbotnaa  Jefferson."  ' 

Mr.  OiLGs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
labjecl  was  re^'TTed  oa  the  Uih  jnittnt,  reported 
a  biH  fortber  lo  amend  ibe  several  acts  for  the 
'Fslablishment  atu)  regalatioD  'of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navjr  Deparimenis;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  heading. 

Thcksdat,  February  22.  - 
Mr.  BiiADLGT,  from  the  commhtee  to  whom 
WBsrefetred  the  bill  making  further  provision  for 
tbeCorpttof  £iDgineers,reporIed  the  bill  amended. 
Tbe  Senate  proceeded  in  considerthe  amend- 
mevis,  as  in  Committee  «f  the  Whole,  and  har- 
ioE  apeed  thereto,  Ibe  Pbesidrnt  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  amended ;  and  on  the  question, 
Sball  thia  bill  beengroMed  and  read  a  third  time 
aaanended?  it  wae  determined  in  the  affirms. 

tlTe:.     - 

On  motioo  of  Mr.  Braolbt.  it'was  ordered  that 
tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  thereliefof  WiHiam 
■  While  and  others"  be  the 'order  of  ibedajr  for 
Umdar  neit, 

>-  The  bill  further  to  amend  the  lereral  aei'sfor 
Ihe-eslabMsbmeni  and  regulaiioDOf  iheTreanirf, 
"War, and  Navy  DeparimeDtii,wa« read  iheeecood 

Mr.  Write  from  the  committee  lo  whom  wb> 
referred  the  biltj  entitled  "An  actfor  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Cotton,"  reported  the  bill  without 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  thi!)  bill  pass  toa  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Gommileee  of  the 
WboKe,  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 're- 
ported by  the  select  committee  to  the  bill,  enti- 
ced "An  act  for  imtKHing  additional  datiet  tipon 
all  goods,  tfares,  ano  merchandise,  imported- from 
aof  roreign  port  or  place  ;"  and  baTing  agreed 
to  the  report,  and  the  bill  hariiig  been  further 
anended,  the  Phbmdert  reported  it  to  the  House 
weardiiigly; 

On  motion,  bf  Mr.  Lmjvp;  (he  hill  was  further 
anendedrhy  inserting,  after  the  word  "place."' 
to  the  eighth-line  of  the  printed  bill,  "  except  in 
any  tenel  Whioh  cleared  out  from  the  United 
State*  prior  Id  [he  .22d  of  December,  ISO?,  for 
any  port  or  place  not  in  Eurone  or  the  West  In- 
dies;"  and  on  the  queilion,  Shall  ibis  bill  pass 
lo  the  third  readin?  as  amended  1  it  was  de- 
tennined  in  the  affirmative— veas  20,  nayj  9,  as 
follon: 

Yui — Messrs.  A ndeiKm,  ConiJit,  Crawford, Frank- 
lin, GuUnd,  Gregg,  Hovltnd,  Kinjiel,  Leib,  Mathen- 
■on,  MeJBs,  Milledge,  Mftehill,  MooTe,  enith  of  Msr;- 
Iwd,  SnMi  of  New  Voit,  Smith  of  TenneuM,  Sain- 
tar,  Thnuton',  and  Turner. 


Ni.li— Heaen.  Bajard,  Bradley,  GUmin,HiUluinM> 
Lloyd,  Fular,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  White. 

A  messaae.from  the  House  of  RepreaeniatiTCs 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
thu  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  eettain 
Alabama  Indiana,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
thcT  request  the  concurrence  of  i  he  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  lo  consider  the  atnend- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Repr  even  talipes  lo  the 
bill,  emitted  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
Atabama  Indians.". 

Onttred,  That  it  be  referred  to  Messrs.  Mitch- 
IM.,  CmwFOSD]  and  Oreqo,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  GbeOQ.  from  the  comniitlce,  reported  the 
bill  malting  furlhef  provision  for  the  Corps  of 
Engineers,  cojrectly  engrossed- 

■  Friday,  February  24. 

Mr-  Ghego,  from  tbe  oommitiee,  refwrted  the 
amendments  to  iha.  bill,  entitled  "Au  act  for  im- 
posing addiitooal  duties  upon  &11  goods,  wares, 
and  laerchandik^  imported  from-any  foteign  poii 
or  place,"  correctly  engrossed. 

Mr.  Tbr[T8T0N,  fromthe  committee  to  whom 
was  refered  the  p«tiiJDn  of  a  number  of  French 

lizens  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  a 

II  jiforidina-  for  the  proniulganoB  of  certain 

Ks  in   the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;  and  the  hill 

as  read^  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  makitig  funher  provision  for  the  Corps 
of  Enaineers  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
blank  in  thefirat  section  filled  with  "July." 

JieMioed.  That  thi>  bill,  pass  and  the  title 
thereof  be."  An  act  making  further  proTiaion  for 
the  Corp*  of  Eogioeers." 

Mr.  FRANKLilt  repotted  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject:   Whereupon, 

Ordered,  Thai  the  comfnitiee  to  whom  waa 
referred   the  petition  of  Richard   Bland  Lee  l>e 
discharged  from  ihe  furlher  consideration  thereof. 
;  ABDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  impottog  addi- 
tional duties  upon  alt  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place," 
was  read  the  third  time.as  amended. 
.  Hr.  LbOTD  TOoved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  until  the  Erst  Monday  in 
June  next;  ahd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows; 

^T.  President :  After  the  observations  wHich  I 
have  before  made,  sir,  on  tbis  bill,  #nd  the  detailed 
consideraiion  which  was  given  to  it  yesterday,  I 
sbouid-not  again  rise,  were  the  subject  not  a  com- 
mercial, aod  an  exceedingly  important  one;  nor 
is  it  now  my  intention  to  idahe  mare  than  a  few 
remarks,  and  these  the  Senate  will  probably  think 
entitled  to  more  thim  usual  respect,  when  I  in- 
form them  they  will  principally  be,  neither  my 
.own.  nor  wholly  accordant  with  my  opinions. 

Tfiis  bill  can  only  be  adTixAied  upon  iho 
gronqd  that  a  war  is  about  to  ensue,  add  that,  to 
prepare  the  public  treasury  to  (uaiaio  the  prosecu- 
tion of  inch  war,  this  proposed  doty  is  oecessary. 
My  purpose  is  to  eiie  some  authorities  to  sbow  - 
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that  neiiher  the  oae  nor  (be  other  is  either 
peeled  or  necessary;  and  the  auihoTiiies  I  shall 
Rddoee  to  prove  this,  are  thoae  to  which  (he  Sen- 
ate is  accustomed  lo  pay  the  highest  reapect. 

The  Grsi  is  from  Mr.  Gallatin'^  report  to  Con- 
gress in  NoTember,  18CT,  in  nhieh  he  says — 

"A  marittme  war  wiH.  in  Iha  United-  States,  gener- 
ally and  dteplj  afiect,  whilst  it  continues,  the  lewurreg 
of  indiTiduBts;  a*  nM  onl;  commercial  pn>&U  will  be 
cnitailed,  bat,  principally,  becauaa  a  great  portion  ef 
the  nirplus  af  agricultural  produce  necessarily  requires 
■  foreign  market.  The  reduced  price  of  Ihc  priucipnl 
articles  eiported  from  the  United  Slatea  will  operate 
more  heevil;  than  any  contemplated  tax.  And,  nith- 
ont  inquiring  whether  a  similar  cause  may  not  still 
more  deeply  and  permanently  affect  a  nation  at  war 
with  the  United  Slates,  it  aeems  to  follow  that,  bo  far 
u  relatea  to  America,  (hclosaes  and  privations  caused 
by  the  war  should  not  be  aggravated  by  taxes  beyond 
what  is  strictly  necessary.  An  addition  to  the  debt  ia 
donbtleH*  an  evil;  but  experience  having  now  shown 
with  what  rapid  progrpia  the  reienue  oC  (hs  Union 
incressei  in  time  of  peace;  with  what  lacitity  the  debt 
foimerly  contracted  has.  in  a  few  years,  been  reduced ; 
B  hope  may  confidently  be  entertained'  that  all  the  evils 
of  the  war  niU  be  temporary,  and  easily  repaired;  and" 
that  the  return  of  peace  will,  without  any  eAbrt,  aflbrd 
ample  resource*  for  reimbursing  whaterer  may  have 
been  borrowed  during  the  war. 

"The  credit  of  the  United  States  is  also  unimpaired, 
either  at  home  or  ebrosd;  and  it  is  believed  that  loans 
to  ■  reasonable  amount  may  be  obteined  on  eligible 

And  the  same  genilemati,  (Mr.  Gallatin.)  in 
bis  report  to  Catiyeii  the  present  session,  further 

"The  eipenditures  for  the  year  1809  ought  not  (o 
exceed  the  sum  of  thir(een  million*  of  doUars,  which, 
u  has  be«n  stated,  i*  reqniaite  for  the  support  of  the 
present  establishment;  and  this  would  leave,  (ox  the 
scrrice  of  the  yeai  IBIO,  a  sarpiua  of  three  tuUUons  of 
dollars,  which,  together  with  the  propoaed  loan  of  Hts 
millions  of  dollars,  would  be  sufficient  (o  defray  (he 
Peace  Establislimept,  and  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
(lublic  debt  during  that  year;  thus  two  years  more 
would  be  provided  for,  without  either  iucreasiag  the 
public  debt  or  laying  any  new  taxes.  It  ia  certainly 
only  with  a  view  to  war,  either  immedldto  or  coatem' 
plated,  that  it  will  become  necessary  to  resort,  at  least 
4o  any  coaaiderabte  extent,  (o  extraordinary  sources  of 
«upply." 

Now,  sir,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  a  new  duty 
is  »  new  tax,  it  is  apparent  from  these  observa- 
tions of  Mr.  Gallatin,  iliat  if  revenue  is  wanted,. 
ioanM,  and  not  taiea,  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  and 
that  of  c(>urse  (his  new  duty  or  lux  oiMfht  ilot  to 
ba  imposed,  as  the  Ojiinion  expressed  by  (he  Sec- 
retary no  doubt  is  correct,  that  the  present  "re- 
'  duced  price  of  the  principal  articles  of  (he  Uoi' 
'  ted  Sta(e.>>,  already  operate  tnore  heavily  upon 
'  (he  cilizens,  (ban  any  caDletDpLa(ed  lax  lba( 
-*  ought  lo  be  assessed,  and  that  the  losses  an4 
'  privations  caused  by  war  should  not  be  aggrava- 
~  (ed  beyond  what  is  s(riclly  necessary,"  and  morA 
-especially  should  this  not  be  done,  when  war  as 
yet  may  be  uncer(ain,and  when  it  also  appears 
thai  without  a  war,  the  Secretary,  according  to 


his,  own  statement,  hqs  resources  enongh,  without 
new  duties  or  taxes,  to  carry  the  United  Statei 
forward  two  years,  lo  the  end  of  1810.' 

The  next  authority  I  shall  add  uce,  is  one  (hat  will 
not  be  contestpdin  thiS' House;  it  is  the  highest 
in  (he  patlon.  The  President  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
in,  his  Message  to  Congreas  Bi  the  coib  men  cement 
of  the  present  sessiob,  afier  slating  that  the  teceipls 
aiDouoted  10  near  eighteen  Diilllona  of  dollars,  an^ 
also  remarking  on  (he  partial  eztinclioa  of  the 
publiti  debt  raakes  the  foilowiDg  observations  aud 
inquirias:  "The  probable  accumulation  of  th« 
'  surpluses  of  revenue  beyond  what  can  be  applied 
'  lo  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  merits  tike 
'  consideration  of  Congress.  Shall  it  lie  .unpio- 
'  ductive  in  the  public  vaults?  Shalt  the  revenua 
'be  reduced?  Or  shall  it  nof  rather  be  appropri- 
'  aied  to  the  improvement  of  joads, canals,  rivers, 
'  education,  and  other  great  foundations  uf  pros- 
'  perity  and  unioiL? 

Sir,  as  DO  new  decrees,  or  Orders  in  CouDcii, 
have  taken  place  since  the  delivery  of  his  Message, 
no  v^ry  malerjal  cbsni^e  iti  our  foreign  relations 
can  have  occurred.  I  know  that  an  acDOmmoda- 
lion  with  Great  Britain  a(  the  commeijoeraenl  of 
expec(ed  by  tbe  President  of 
the  lJQi(ed  Stateaj  ho.  (hereiure,  eanDoi  now  ex- 
pect war  more  (han  then ;  nor  could  be  ask  yon 
whether  (he  surpluses  of  revenue  should  "lie  un- 
productive in  the  public  vaults?"  or  whethe;  "  the 
revenue  should  be  redqcedl"  if  he  had  the  least 
idea  of  ft  necessity  to  rai^e  the  duties  on  impol'ted 
merchandise  50  per  cent,  on  the  present  rates, — 
whtth  in  some  instances  is  qqual  [o30  per  cffnt., 
alsq,onlbe  firttcostof  the  Jrticles'-and  this,  too. 
so  shortly  after  he  made  these  ioquiries.  It  i* 
clear,  therefore,  the  Pteziident  could  not  recom-  - 
mend  the  aHeumenl  of  these  duties;  and  if  yoa 
pass  the  bill,  hevery  possibly  may  refuse  to  sign  it 

The  last  authority  1  shall  bring  forward.is  thai 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  m 


are  disposed  to  pay  muc^  respect.  In  his  speech 
lelivercd  in  favor  of  the  embaigo,  which  is  print- 
'd,  belaid,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  front  Del- 

"  We  are  told  that  we  shall  not  have  a  dollar  in  the 
Trea<ui7  at  the  meeting  of  CongiesB.  We  were  told 
'  e  same  story  last  year,  and  thousanda  of  band  bills 

id  been  distributed  through  the  Union  asserting  that  - 
fact;  yet,  sir,  when  we  mel,  we  found  fourteen  miili^ms 
of  dollars  in  theTreaaniy — u/e  found  ourreeeipU  tnore 
thanin  any preading year.  The  gentleman  i*  alama- 
ed  Icet  the  present  part;  in  power  shall  be  proalrated, 
as  he  thinks  that  wm  to  which  he  belonged,  by  the 
oeceesity  of  laying  a  direct  tax.    He  ia  mistaken ;  thej 

re  dismissed,  because  that,  the  lax  afltr  tax,  du/j/ 

duly,  that  were  laid  by  tbem,  were  diasipated,  ttk* 

people  kne^  not  how;  and  becauae  the  people  thouglit 

their  system  would  lead  the  nation  imperceptibly  to 

monarchy." 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  proceeds  to 
show  the  diminiuion  o£  (he  public  debt  by  ifn 
average  of  five  miUiou  of  dollars  a  year,  and  (bes 
states  tba^— 
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"  Bni^w  bBTiu;  paid  off  thirty-three  milliin)!  of  dol- 
l*n  of  the  public  debt,  wc  hftw  retieTCd  oanelTM  dierft- 
by  fitini  the  jnyfonit  of  u  uinu*!  interett  of  two  mil- 
ban*  of  dallui.  TbcM  iteun,  making  together  MTen 
nitfioiu  of  doHan,  wilt  operate,  in  eiRct,  for  *ny  par- 
poMi  now  required,  u  lo  much  raceived.  fiat  We 
bin  other  rawiDrcei.  The  law  af  the  lut  aeanan  an- 
ibonted  the  article*  of  Migai,  eoS^,  tea,  peppv,  and 
cettam  wine*,  to  be  depotited  in  the  public  etarn  until 
wanted  tat  elportatiaii,  Thoae  articlea  will  now  be 
raqnind  for  cDnintnpcion,  and,  preauming  that  a*  moch 
tbereof  win  be  coiuDiaed  ai  in  foimer  year*,  ike  may 
Uriy  eomU  on  (he  foilowhig  dntiea  bring-  collected,  to 
wit:  on  engar,  ftc,  indnding  pubtic  landi,  $4,e68,oil)0. 
Nor  ia  thia  all.  It  i>  a  well  kn«wB  fact,  which  will  not 
ba  eoDtradieted  by  the  gentleman  frooi  Maanchiuai 
that  the  impoTtatiena  &am  India  and  China  have, 
the  preaent  year,  been  eqoal  la  that  of  any  pieccding 
)«tt ;  OM-  haa  the  impoitatieD  of  iij  goodt  from  Eng- 
laad  during;  the  preaent  year  been  lO  much  leu  tha^ 
famer  jean,  aj  materLaily  to  affect  (he  nvenue.  On 
the  whole,  Mr.  Piewilent,  I  believe  that  the  reeeipCi  for 
the  year  1809  nay  with  aafet;  be  calculated  on  aa  at 
least  twelve  millions  of  dollare,  from  which,  nothing 
being  payable  tonardi  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
we  may  count  the  actual  supply  to  the  Treamry  aa 
e^nal  to  any  preceding  year. 

"  Let  na  take  a  view  of  the  CBatomary  eipeniea  of 
the  GoTentment  for  the  year  1809.  Civil  Liat,  ftc, 
indnding  n>«  million  of  dollars  for  new  regimenti, 
98,675,M0.  If  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  wilt  not 
admit  any  other  -of  my  ealcolationt,  ha  will  certainly 
admit  that,  if  wa  have  fonrteen.  million*  now  in  the 
Titunry,  at  tba  nAt  meeting  of  Congteai,  (in  the 
winlsi  seasicm,)  and  in  caae  of  war,  if  tbe  people  con- 
nma  aa  much  aa  uaaal,  waya  and  means  will  be  found 
to  iBtrodnce  the  anidea  on  which  tba  dutie*  have  har^- 
loibtB  been  collected."  • 

Now,  sir,  it  is  clear,  from  the  shawJng  eien  of 
ihii  hoDorabie  geDllenian  whose  calculalioDS  are 
rrceived  vilh  so  maeh  respect  here,  thai  wbeiher 
ihefe  is  peace,  war,  ot  embargo,  our  re&ourcei  are 
fet  abuDdaot  lo  carry  us  on,  at  least  until  the 
nest  wialer,  and  as  we  arc  lo  meet  e^in  io  ibree 
months,  it  follows.  Ibat  the  pfffleDl  undigested 
pipjeei  tnusl  be  worse  ibaa  Useless. 

To  all  tbi*  masa  of  evideace  and  auihoriiy 
Bfainst  both  the  necessity  and  policy  of  laying 
(iuf  duty.  1  Iutc  only  to  add  a  few  obserratioos 
to  show  tbat  it  will,  id  ils  operation,  be  both  ud- 
eqaal  and  unjtui. 

h  is  well  biKrwD  thai  petmiiDent  dutt«a,  except 
on  their  first  imikuitiaD.Brv  paid  by  the^ODionier; 
bnl  wbeoever  duties  are  to  b«  of  ihort  duration, 
as  id  tbe  presenl  instance,  or  uotil  the  slocks  of 
mefcbandLse  prior  to  tbe  asKssment  of  ibe  duty 
are  nin  ofT,  Ibe  price  does  not  rite  ill  ratio  with 
the  duty,  and  that,  of  consequence,  tbe  whole,  or 
parlofihe  duty,  is.thu.-^  much  of  Io!!s  to  the  mer- 
chant. This,  in  a  deeree^caDnoi  be  avoided,  nor 
Uitevena  subjecl  ofc.oinplaiol,  wJiere  due  no- 
tice has  been  given  of  the  ialeDlion  to  lay  the 
duty;  bat  if  it  be  imposed  withpul  oolice,  or  giv- 
ing tiiqe.  for  preparalioD,  then  the  interest  of  jhe 
(nercbanl  is  SBcri6ced. 

The  basis  of  all  coraineice  ia  ealculaiiooi  what 
calculatiott  can  be  found  for  distant  enterprises 
wlwB  the  data  are  perpetanlly  ahil'iiogl    If  a 


roerchanl  rest*  on  the  stability  of  the  laws  of  the 
Government,  and  sends  away  liis  vessel,  and  on 
faer  return  finds  a  new  duty  of  50  per  cent,  im* 
possd,  which,  for  the  circumstance  of  it,  the  con- 
sumer does  not  pay,  his  whole  caicullllioDi  are 
defeated,  and  he  pockets  a  loss  ioslead  of  a  profit 
for  his  iadua^try. 

Comraerce  la  very  probably  as  well  understood 
in  England  as  anywhere.  In  that  country  new 
duties  on  imports  ire  imposed  with  itreai  caution; 
wheoerer  contemplated,  the  subject  is  generally 
a  long  lime  under  cookideralion,  tomelimes  hang- 
ing over  from  one  lesiion  to  another.  The  Min- 
istry make  it  a  poiiii  frequently  tn  consult  com- 
mittees of  tnerchanis  from  moat  of  the  principal 
seaports  in  the  kingdom.  The  result  is,  the  sub- 
ject is  well  considered  ;  and,  when  the  duties  are 
imposed,  tbey  are  submitted  to  with  cordiality 
and  cheerfulness.  Mr.  Pitt,  in  tbe  latter  part  of 
his  life,  always  adopted  this  mode.   'He  did  not 

subjccis  with  wliich  tbey  Were  better  acquainted 
than  himself.  In  the  early  part  of  bis  adminis- 
tration, I  have  understood,  be  rashly  imposed 
Fome  additional  ahd  heavy  duties  on  imported 
merchandise;  the  consequence  was,  the  revenue 
Uminished,  and  smuggling  increased.  With  bis 
baracletisiic  vigor  he  determined  to  slop  it,  and 
lined  the  coast  with  luggers,  revenue  cullers,  and 
frigates;  slilllhe  revenue  did  not  iucr*>aae.  He 
:onsul(ed  the  njerchBUis — they  told  him  the  arti- 
jles  were  taxed  beyond  their  bearing;  he  man- 
fnlly  retraced  his  steps,  and  look  off  the  additional 
duty— 4nd  immediHiely  smuggling  did  not  pay 
'ts  cost — his  luggers,  CHlIers,  and  frigates,  became 
jselesi,  and  the  revenue  advanced  to  its  ancient 
jtandard.  This  is  one  among  many  memorable 
Instances  that  might  be  adduced  to  show  (hat  an 
unwise  augmentation  of  duties  is  very  far  from 
producing  an  increase  of  reretiue. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subjecl  on  which 
I  shall  say  a  few  words.  This  new  duly  will 
operate  as  a  bounty  to  monopolizers,  forestallers, 
and  speculators.  Gentlemen  are  not  aware  of  the 
avidity  with  which  mercantile  men  have  regarded 
the  proceedings  of  this  session.  I  am  lold  thai, 
within  half  an  hour  after  the  question  was  taken, 
ibout  a  fortnight  since,  in  tbe  other  Mouse,  ten 
xpresses  started  for  diS^rent  parts  of  the  United 
Stsles.  Ii  is  notorious  thai  English  and  West 
hidia  goods,  and  most  articles  of  foreign  merchno- 
diseiti  tbe  United  States,  hare  been  bought  up 
by  specutfllors;  it  is  now  in  ibe  bands  of  a  few 
persons;  by  passing  this  law,  you  discourage  new 
importations,  and  enable  tbe  present  holders  to 
grind  tbe  poor,  by  eitorting  high  prices  for  ihe 
articles  they  bold,  from  a  want  of  compelilion  in 
the  market.  From  all  these  views  of  Ihe  subject, 
and  from  rbe  sentiments  I  have  quoted  from  the 
President,  Mr.  Gallalio,  and  Qeneral  Smith,  it  is 
apparent  thai  ibis  measure  is  unwise,  unnecessary, 
and  impolitic. 

I  am  unwilling,  sir,  to  take  up  tbe  time  of  tbe 
Senate;  but,  however  unavailing  may  be  the  ef- 
forts of  my.  friends  and  myself,  I  wish  to  have  it 
recorded  tbal^l  wbs  neither  ignorant  of  the  very 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISi;OBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


444 


Sex  1TB. 


Renumttranee  of  Maitaehutelti, 


PSBaQAKT,  1 


injurioas  opention  of  ibjs  bill  upon  my  cdnatifu- 
ents,  nor  uanitliDK  <»  endeavor  la  prevem  it.  A 
therefore  ■sk  tbe  ioduleeDce  of  Ibe  Seaale,  tbal 
tbe  ayes  and  noes  roaf  oe  taken  when  ibis  qucs- 
lioD  ia  dMided. 

And  on  tbe  question,  it  wai  determined  in  the 
negatire — yeas  10,  nays   19,  aa  follows: 

Tbib — McMn.  Bb^stiI,  Bndlo;,  Oilmui,  flilEboaw, 
Lkjd,  Mitchill,  ParkBt,  PickeHng,  Raed,  and  White. 

NaT) — Menii.  AitdaraoD,  Condit,  Cnirfard,  Fnnk- 
lin,  Qkillard,' Gregg,  Howluid,  Kitcbel,  Lcib,  HeigB', 
Millnlge,  Moots,  Pope,  Sqitb  of  Hujland,  Snith  ot 
New  York,  Smith  of  Teaaemet,  Sumter,  Tbnwtan, 
•nd  'Pumer- 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SkiTH,  of  Maryland,  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill  was  posipoaed  to 
Monday  oexi. 

Satdsdat,  Februaiy  25. 

Hr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  mepiatiai 
sigoed  by  twelve  hundred  and  fotir  citizens  of 
Fredericli  county,  and  State  of  Maryland,  pledg- 
ing "tbeir  liTen,  fortune^,  and  sacred  honor,"  to 
support  tbe  etiosliliiled  authorities  againn  for- 
eign and  domestic  violence;  and  the  memorial 
was  read  ;  and,  on  reqiKti  of  Mr.  Smith,  with- 
drawn for  the  purpose  of  communicating  it  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  promulgation  of  cer- 
tain laws  in  tbe  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
the  second  time,   and   postponed   uolil  Monday 


7b  ilu  Smait  arid  Haute  of 

Stpraaitativet  of  the  Untied  SttUa  i . 
I  now  lay  befora  Congiese  a  ■tslemiiit  o{  the  militia 
of  the  United  81rI«i,  tccotding  to  tbe  last  retumi  re- 
ceived bj  the  DepartiDent  of  War. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
FcaacABT  2&,  1S09. 

Tbe  Message  and  docamenta  wete  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  Tor  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  ftirther  to  amend  ihe  several  actH 
for  the  esiablishaien't  and  regulation  of  )be  Trea- 
Hiry,  War,  vd  Navy  Departmeots;  and,  afier 
progress,  on  motiop,  by  Mr.  Gileb,  the  consid- 
eraiion  of  the  bill  Vfts  pastponed  until  Monday 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  communication  Cram 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  this 
bill  i  and  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mitchill,  frou  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  ametfdmenls  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  Alabama  Inilians,"  made  re- 
port: Whereupon, 

RtaobKd,  That  lh«  Seoatft  do  coaeor  io  the 
aaid  amendments. 

Mr.  Mitchill  ttibmitced  the  following  reso- 


H-OUM  of  Bepieaeotativcs,  to  be  appaiated  by  da  said 
UauM,  ^all  haVe  tbe  apptication  of  the  money  appro- 
prialrd.hy  tbe  "Act  making  a  ruitbec  appiopriatloD  br 
tha  Mippoit  of  a  library,"  piued  Slat  Febiaary.  1806  \ 
and  llut  Ibe  SecreUiy  give  informaliaii  thereof  to  tb* 
UoUH!  of  RepreHotatiieii. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  ofDan- ' 
iel  Cotton;"  was  read  tbe  third  time.  «nd  [WMed. 

Moi»D*r,  February  27. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  aa  in  Coatuiiltee  of  tha 
Whole,  tbe  bill,enittled  "An. act  for  the  relief  ot 
William  White  and  others." 
.  Ordereii,  That  it  be  reeommitted  to  Mean.   - 
Pope,  Ga EGG,  Bbcdl-Sy,  Mitchill,  and  Am dbh- 
aoN,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon.   - 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbb, 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  hilt  farther  to  amend'  the 
several  acts  for  the  establish  rnent  and  regulmlioif 
of  [he  Treasury,  War,  and  Nary  Departments,  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  re^^timed  the  third  reading  of  tha 
bill,  entiiti'd  "An  act  for  impoiipg  addiiiooal  du- 
tiea  upon  alt  goods,  wares,  and  mercbandise,  ini- 
porit'd  from  any  foreign  port  or  place."  ' 

Ordered,  Thtt  the  consideration  Uiereof  be 
postponed  uplil  Thursday  nell. 

The  Senate  resumed  ibe  cunsideralioH  of  the 
mfliiDQ  loade  on  the  25ih  instant ;  and, 

Heteived,  That  a  cocnmiLIee  of  three  mraabers 
of  tbe  Senat*  be  appointed,  who,  with  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Houseof  RepresentaliveG,  to  be  ap- 
pointed '  by  the  said  Uoiise,  shall  hara  the  appli- 
cation of  the  money  appropriated  by  the  "Act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
'a  library,"  passed  SIst  of  February,  1806;  and 
that  the  Secretary  give  inforniBtiDD  thereof  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  THBUSTOit.eDd 
GnEoa,  be  the  committee  on  the  parr  of  the 
Senate. 

HEMONST-BAIfCE  OF  MASSACHUSETTa 
Mr.  LLOYDiiofaehatf  of  tbe  Senators  from  M«s- 
saehoaetts,  preaenied  a  memorial  and  remoa- 
alranee  from  the  Legialature  of  the  Stale  of  M«s- 
sachusells,  against  certain  acta  of  the  General 
Governmeotj  and  also  expresNug  the  opinioti  of 
that  Legislature  in  relation  to  certain  measures 
presumed  by  them  to  be  contemplated  by'the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales^  which  was 
received  and  read,  as  follows:  , 
7b  the  Honorable  ike  Senate  ind  Hotue  of  Bepretenta- 
tivet  of  Ihe  Untied  Stalet,  Ihe  memoriml  and  reat*n- 
tlranetoftKe  LegialatUfeofMattaehtuetli. 
When  Ibe  Governnienl  of  a'  Trae  people  ia  felt  to  be 
opprcBun  on  the  comrannily  ;  .when  its  meaBUrca  ap- 
pear to  origtnste  ia  imperfect  conceptions  of  the  interest 
of  the  whoje.  or  inattention  to  tha  inportanl  concerns 
of  any  eoDiHdeiBblfl  portion  ;  a  decent  reapaet  for  tha 
opinions  of  their  fellow-citiiarw,  and  a  juatsanae  of  their 
own  Tigbis.  require  of  that  part  ol  the  socielf  whidi 
fesls  oppressed  or  alarmed,  a  prompt  and  eiplieit  de- 
claiation  of  their  opinions.  .  Such  a  couraa  of  pra 
ing,  by  pTodueingaailyaiid&eqniDtpBblic^' 
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■nd  aipMlUnt,  and  on  the  othrr  hfnd  it  fbmiibeB  a 
■euonable  Apportauily  to  the  Uorermiaiil  (o  sbandon 
al1«ach  •■  are  fb^od  to  b«  impractinbte  oi  inJDiioua ; 
it  ii  calenlatod  at  ODce  to  lihnce  iha  munnura  of  the 
peo|de  if  Ibey  ar*  anibanded,  ami  U  r«tDDV«  alt  their 

'  jmt  ealuw  of  eomolaiiit. 

■  Tba  cil&nn  of-MaeiMka«Mt*  ara  firm  aAd  lealouB 
IB  dM  TtaificalaiNl  of  thetr  righti ; .  but  their  bsbiti  and 

.  their  prinaplM  eqnall;  forbid  a  reaort  ta  vlt^nt,  di«- 
mimij,  or  nnooDmitalioiiBl  ouaiu  for  that '  pvrpoae. 
Hkj  indiilge  a  pride  in  the  belief,  that  the  Cooatitu- 
tioM  of  OaTernBMt,  andu  vhich  th«j  live,  are  w 
^anad,  aa  to  adbtd  a  paaaeaUa  nmedj  fM  ererj  griei- 
aac*  to  wbid  dwy  ma; 'be  tfEjacled.  They  Inre  ac- 
cOfdrnglj,'  bf  petiliiNii  from  *alisiu  part*  of  the  State, 
Mfwaaad  to  the  PcMideDtoT  the  UDi(«d  State*  their 
■Mtiuieata  on  the  i^preMiTe  operation  and  deitnietiie 
teadMtc;  of  the  antraigo  laid  <"■  iWr  ihipe  and  veaaeli 
IB  December,  180T.  Thii  Lagrlslature,  alaa,  in  the 
■amr  aptril,  have  'baiMofiire  endeavored,  throngh,  tbeir 
SeaataiB  and  Repteaaiitattveis  to  commoDieate  to  the 
Onveramreirtirf  the  United  States^  theit  opinicmi  and 
newB  of  the  irilem  of  ^olicj  Intel;  adapted  and  pur- 
ued  by  tiiB  AdminBtratHin.  1'hej  haveaeen  with -re- 
gret that  tbeaa  peaceable  and  reapectfiil  (Berli  have 
Dot  piodnced  an;  relazatioir  of  ^e  rigoioua  meamres 
eaeeplaiDcd  o(;  but  that,  on  the  contni;,  it  bat  been 
thoBKbt  pruper  to  enforca  the  en>bargo,  b;  a  late-  act, 

lN|teaedinB  in'Mverit;  all  diat  preceded  It — as  act  which, 
ii  GODtianed  in  apeiiitioB.  itill,  at  we  apprehend,  not 
only  complete  tho  deatrttctiou-of  the  eommaicial  proa- 
pent;,  but  ^nvehighl;  daageroos  to  the  pablic  liberty 
■nd  iliimaatic  peace  of  thiapfofda.  Thii  Legitlature 
have  alao  felt  the  mbtt  Becioiu  alarm  from  perceiving' 
Ifae  other  mcaBOfea  late^-propoacd  apd  eonteiii plated 
in  lbs  Uongran  of  the  United  8Eat«K  At  thia  awful 
and  momeptoiu  Giitit,  we  ought  not  to  affect  igmraQce 
oClbosB  event*,  which,  on  oi'dinar;  occstinnp,  a  aenae 
of  dcnnmiTi  night  farbid  our  noticing.  Tt  would  be  a- 
bate  dprelktuin  of  dnt;  if,  at  atrab  a  moment  ai 
pvoaeat,  we  ahoaid  penirit  a  too  aciapalopa  regard  for 
men  farma,  to  preient  <iax  attempting  everything  poa^ 
atble  far  the  aecDri^  of  oar'conilttuenla,  and  fur  the 
peace  and  happineaa  of  our  common  conntty.  Thia 
Legitlature.  Iberefcre,  with  the  pUioneaa  Mid  nncerit; 
■whkh  bsooaie  the  rapreaentativet  o^a  free  people,  fnd 
wkh  all  the  rtapectwbicfa  it  due  to.  the  bonoroble  body 
which,  the;  addraee,  do  preaent  thii  their  aolemn  r 

ntn*  »ppi eating  thia  part  of  the  Uititad  Btatea 

CoKinsrce  haabevn  one  ioflhe  chief  employmenti  of 
the  people  of  New  Enfhltd,  &om  the  Brat  aettkimellt 
ef  tba  coaotry,  a>d  thtir  aaeceaa  baa  proatoted  and 
Bbandantty  rewarded  tba  labora  of  a|^iculture.  Tbit 
tatler  in  itt  tnnl'  hu  extended  and  eneonraged  com- 
a*ree,  and  from  the  jnnt  opsralion  of  theat  caatea, 
_  Naw  En^Dd,  witboul  an;  great. atapTe,  end  widiout 


hnwever,  the  advantageJof  commerce wer«1eaa  obvioui 
and  lee*  important,  yet  the  balrita  of  the  oauntry,  so 
long  anJ  firmly  eatablitbed,  ooald  not  be  auddenl; 
cfaaued,  without  prodocing  con>e<]uencea  the  moat  dia- 
treanng  and  deatructir*.  Our  hnabandmen  end  ma- 
rinan  cannot,  b;  an  act  of  Ooiermaent,  be  converted 
iatn  sianarBatumB  j  nor  wiH  dur  ,merchtnta  and  Din' 
chutia  ever  content  to  abandon  Ineir  i^iet,  and  rvtire 
fron  the  tea  abore,  to  clear  np  end  -cultivate  the  wil- 
•  darBaaa.  -  Tbe.hittory  of  the  world  baa  demonitrated, 
lk*t  «*en  Ibe  moat  deapotit  OovemnleDti  have  hardly 


in  changing  the  habita  of  a  great  peo- 
ple; and  most  ceitainl;  in  a  free  country  it  cannot  be 
attempted  withanifpraapectofauccesa.  The  meaiurei 
adopted  b;  the  British  GoveniroenE  to  irkerdictor  con- 
'-  '  IT  commerce,  were  among  the  rcott  powerfnl 
of  the  Revolution.  The  power  of  eatabliBhing. 
:rce  ia  enumbrated,  in  tba  Declaralioa  of  our  In- 
dependence, among  the  eteential  righta  of  uovereignt; ; 
and  in  the  artiriea  of  confederation,  trade,  relif^on.  and 
the  aovereignty  of  the'  States,  are  mentioned  si  the 
three  priocjpal  ohjeott  which  that  compact  wea  intended 
to  protect.  '  In  the  pieaent  Constitalioii  of  the  United 
Statea,  wbUe  the  Govemmenl  are  enWtasted  with  a 
greater  and  more  adaqusle  p«wer  for  'the  piotectioD 
ind  eilenion  of  comme^^e,  tba  caution  and  jenlana; 
if  the  people  have  ilnpoted  various  restrictiona  ob  that 
power,  "fhe  OovBmmolit  are 'prohibited  from  impot- 
\ng  any  tax  or  duty  whttovef  on  eiparta,  leet,  in  virtue 
nf  that  atitborily,  the;  might  in  any  ^cgre^  embarraaa 
ibe  aippitaEiDnafourprodace.  Thepcopichave  mtni- 
feateda  aimilar  diapoailion  in  i^bej  aTticlet  of  the  Con- 
ttitution  )  and  iS  >t  the  time  of  ^ming  and  adopting 
thai  inttnimeol,  tin;  quatlion  had  srwn,  at  to  the  ei- 
-  nt  of  the  power,  or  the  duly  of  the  Government  in  tiiia 
irticula<','Uierc  can  be  no  doubt  that  a'clauae  w.ould 
ive  t^enlnaertedi.moet  etplicitt;  declaring  the  inter- 
eatt  of  conimercetDbeoneof^the  principal  iAducemenia 
■raiof  the  Union,  and  ita  encouragement  and  de- 
to  be  among  the  firtC  duties  of  the  Government; 
while  the  it^t  to  annihilate  or  oliatruct  it  would  have 
been  eiplicitly  denied.  For  a  long  time-after  Ihe^s- 
'taUiahment  of  OBti  l3ovarnment,  the  Rsheriea,  naviga- 
tion, and  tradeDfthacoantryrteraprotectied  and  widely 
extended.  .  They  fumiahedalmoat  the  whole  rev«nueof 
the  Unit^  Btalea,  and  eucotlrsged  univena!  indoatry. 
When,in^he;Bir  )T«4,  the  commerciBl  rightti  of  the 
nation  were  saaailed  b;  Great  Brrttin,,the  immortal 
WhahingUin,  by  dignified,  fail-,  and  Impartial  negotia- 
tion, procured  for  hit  country  am^e  compeneation  tbi 
Ktt  injutiet,  and  aecorit;  againat  future  aggreasiona. 
the  year  ITBS,  our  Oovemment,  under  eimilar  cir- 
CDmtlanoci,  attempted,  in  the  tame  manner,  to  obtain 
from  France  ind^nil;  for  outraget,  and  a  recognition 
of  our  rifbta;  and  wbea  fair  negotiation  waa  found  to 
be  fruitlcH.  tbty  did  net  beailate  Immediately  to  adopt 
DteaMrea  of  defsnce  becoming  an  independent  fai 
powarliil  people,  The  Mcceaa  of  the^  wise  and  pttn- 
otio  meaaurea,  and  *^'>  universal  tatkroction  manifetled 
by  the  people,  in  their  effectsfijieemed  to  have  decided 
Ibrever  the  tme  poKqr  of'the  United- States.  But^  iti 
the  year  1808,  when  our^ommereial  riVhta  wars  agavi 
attacked  by  the  aaue  nation,  which  had  but  imperAoll; 
atoaed  fo^  her  injnriee  in^T^IS;  and  in  a  manner  mora 
unwarranlabte,  insolent,  and  oQDwgeoua,  than  before, 
the  people  eipedftl  ibal  the  Oovarnment  would  have 
recourae  to  the  same  polity  which  had  fonnerly  been 
ciDwned  with  lueh  aignal  aneeeas.  Inataad  of  prompt 
and  vigorous  mettures  of  defence,  the;  have  seen  the 
Qovemmenti  retiring  from  tba  eonfliet,  and  by  aitnjhi- 
lating  their  whole  foreign,  eomntercr,  tacitly  confesa 
that  the;  ere  unwilling  .or  unable  to  protect  it.  Thia 
apparent  inability  ar  tndiapoaition  to  reaist  aggresaion 
hai  fumisbed  a  presence  to  another  Prince  to  retaliate 
on  his  .enemy  thoilgb  pur  unprotected  rights. .  Thus 
the  Unilad  States  are  placed  in  a  aituttion  nnprece- 
dented,  it  ie  believed,  in  the  history  of  the  vr^Drl  J,  being 
inrolved  at  the  aame  moment  ) 
with  two  moat  powerfnl  ttationt 
wlr  with  each  Vther. 

The  inteidietibn  of  faniga  et 
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nite  pcriodi  by  perpetail  lairi,  iajuitly  eoiuidered  •«  a 
total  annihilation  of  it.  Tha  people  ol'thii  country  are 
not  accustomed  to  class  among  their  rights  such  enjoj-  . 
msnts  Riid  privileges  rb  depend  on  the  will  of  any  net  \ 
of  men  nbalcver ;  under  such  ciicumatancei  they  irould 
cease  to  be  the  rights  ofa  free  people.  Yet  it  is  obvioui, 
that  the  aols  laying  an  embargo  baTe  auspenOed  their 
commercial  rights,  and  if  those  acts  sre  Conititutional, 
these  rights  can  neTer  be  restored  witbouta  concurrent 
act  arall  the  branches  of  the  Federal  Governtaent.  The 
CTents  now  passing  at  the  Seat  pf  Government  stjongly 
exemplify  the  force  of  this  Femf.rl[.  If  one  branch  of 
the  Li^islature  should  be  unaiiimously  inclined  to  re- 
move the  embargo,  and  even  if  the  other  bianch  should 
concur,  ;e1  the  President  of  the  Uuitod  Stat^  may  pre.  , 
vent  tbe  passing  of  an  act. for  such  a  purpose;  and  if 
ailemanls  only  Iwelve  moi^ hers  of  tbs  Senate  should 
'  adopt  bis  policy,  and  unite  in  suppoiling  his  measures, 
the  embargo  must  remain  in  force.  Most  certainlflhe 
peoplo  of  this  country  never  intended  to  subject  (o  the 
oiscrBtionar;  poner  of  ihirtoen  men  one  of  ihcir  most 
aaaenlla!  and  invaluable  jigbts.  If  the  existonce  orthe 
appreheDsian  of  nar  would.Justjfy  s  temporary  embar- 
go, the  spirit  of  the  Canstitulion  ivDuld  demand  that  it 
should  be  imposed  for  a  short  and  definite  period  ;  so 
as  to  require  from  time  to  time  the  same  concurrence . 
of  opinion  to  eoatinue  it  which  is  now  required  lor  its 
lemovat. 

In  tbe  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of 
January  last,  for  cnlbrcing  the  preceding  embargo  acts, 
this  Legislature  see  with  eitreaie  ppiiu  >  pereeverance 
in  the  system  which  has  proved  so  injurious  b>  the. 
eoulitry.  Brft  they  are  stilt  morealarmed  from  examin- 
ing some  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  appear  to 
them  boBtile  to  ibe  dignity  and  independence  of  this 
Commonwealth,  «nd  subversive  of  tbe  civil  liberty  and 
Conititutiona]  rights  of  ks  citizens.  They  see  there, 
the  rights  of  individuals  striijected  to  the  arbitrary  will 
of  an  Elecutiva  officer,  instead  of  being  defined  and 
secured  by  standing  laws;  secret  and  variabEa  instruc- 
tions and  orders  of  the  President  entitled  to  equal  re- 
qMGt  with. the  laws  of  the  land;  an  indefinite  and  al- 
most unlimited  authority  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
customs,  without  any  warrant  from  a  civil-  magistrate 
to  search  for,  and  seize,  the  property  of  the  citlzena; 
eicessive  sureties  reqoired  of  mep  who  are  not  even 
charged  with  any.offence,  and  etcessiva  fines  aad  pen- 
alties iiopDsed  ;  individuals  eipoaed  to  loBi«s.and  pen- 
alties, for  actions  which  were  lawful  at  the  time  of 
committing  tbem ;  and  the  benefits  ofatriai  by  Jury 
in  maoy  cases  virtually  denied.  If  any  citizen,  who  is 
siggrieved,  should  apply  for  redress  to  the  laws  and  ju- 
dicial courtsof  the  Commonwealth,  their  pFoceasee  may 
he  impeded,  their  officers  -resisted,  and  tiieir  authority 
put  at  defiance,  by  the  standing  army  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  any  inferior  officer  em- 
powered by  tbe  President.  Thus,  whenever  a  petty 
officer  shall  be  found  hardy  and  advvnturtius  enough  to 
exercise  the  authority  conferred  by  this  act,  the  sover- 
eignty und  independence  of  the  Stale  will  be  humbled 
in  the  dual,  or  its  Government  must  vindicate  by  force 
ts  dignity  and  its  honor,  and  may  be  cun^equently  in- 


This  Legislature  csJinot  review,  without  the  most 
painful  emotions,  the  measures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment which  they  have  here  been  conslderiitg.  They 
CMiool,  without  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions,  con- 
templato  the  probable  consequences  of  a  perseverance 
in  such  measures.  They  are  constrained  respectfully, 
bat  tnwt  uneguivocaUy,  to  declare  their  conviction,  that 


the  several  laws  before  referred  to,  which  interdict  the 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  nbii:^  have 
imposed  numerouB  embarrasMnenti  on  the  coasting 
trade,  must  have  originated  in  a  iBiwnnstivctiaa  of  the 
Federal  Constitution;  that  (hey  Bre-contrar;  to  lbs 
spirit  and  iuteption  of  that  instrument,  and. are  not 
warranted  by  any  of  the  powers  therein  given,  by  the 
People  to  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
hope  of  preventing  any  further  a«il  copaequences  (ram 
these  measures,  atid  with  tbe  most  ardent  desire  to  pre- 
setvoinviolBto  tbe  Constitnlian  of  these  States,  and  to 
remove  every  source  of  disoontent  aodjeakmsj  among 
the  difterenl  members  of  the  Union,  this  Legislature  do 
solemnly  remonstnU  against  tbe  several  acts  of  Con- 
grsSB  lor  imposing  and  enforcing  the  embargo,  and  do 
earnestly  request  your  honorable  body  to  take  the.saDa 
into  your  mosCserious  consideration  ;'  and  by  repealing 
tbem  to  restore  this  PeojAa  to  their  former  enviable 
state  of  Ifeedom,  prosperity,  and  happiness. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplato  the  repeal  of  the  sev- 
eral acts  relating  to  the  efnbargo,  without  considntng 
the  various  eubstitutes  for  Ouk  measufe  which  have 
been  proposed,  and  which  are  now  before  tbe  pubbc. 
This  Legislature  feel  bound  to  eipreie  the  strong  and 
decided  opinion  they  entertain  on  tbe  subject  before 
any  ef  these  propoaed  measures  shall  be  adopted.  The 
expression  of  Ihu  opinion  is  rsquired  by  a  just  sense  of 
their  own  rights  and  those  oif  the  Stale  which  (hey  rs- 
present,  and  also  by  a  due  regard  to  the  sentiment*  fad 
feolinga  of  their  coastituenls.  which  are  well  known  to 
the  individuels  of  this  Legislature,  and  which  are  so 
strongly  displayed  in  the  numelDus  petitions  andme- 
moHala  daily  arriving  from  all  parts  of  the  Common- 

The  prohibition  of  all  intercourse  with  France  and 
Great  Brilaih,  md  their  respective  dependeiides,wOBtd 
probsbly  prove  fruitless  and  ine^denl,  finm  the  eitnme 
difficulty  of  enforcirrg  its  observance ;  and  would  thus 
serve  to  bring  iilto  csotompi  the  laws  and  the  GoverB- 
meat  of  the  country  ;  or,  if  enforced,  it  woald  impose 
embarraaamenta  on  cnmmeroa  nearly  as  fstal  as  the  ob- 
structions created  by  the  present  embargo.  It  would 
soon  become  a  restriction  only  on  the  orderly  and  well 
disposed  part  of  the  community,  and  woubl  furnish  op- 
portunities and  inducements  to  >he  offican  itf  Govern- 
ment, by  occasional  indulgence  spd  connivance,  to  pro- 
mote the  inlerest  of  their  personal  andpolitical  friends. 
ilut,  in  another  view  of  this  measure,  it  appears  still 
more  serious  and  alarming.  It  is  obvioas  that,  if  tbe 
embargo  wu  removed,  oui  cltiiena  would  have  but  lit- 
tle inlercoufse  with  Franfie  or  her  dependendes.  The 
total  disregard  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  treaties,  manifested  by  that  Uovemment;  tiie 
seizure  and  detention  of  neuUil  proper^  in  .»U  parts 
ofhcr  dominions;  the  unprecedented  decrees  against 
neutral  commerce,  piomulgatod  at  Berlin,  at  MikD, 
and  at  Bsyonne,  would  deter  our  citizens  from  adven- 
turing in  commerce  with  her  subjects.  The  propwed 
noir-intercourBe,^ereIbre,  would  In  eSect  apply  solely 
to  Great  Britain.  Tbe  natural  tendency  of  this  mea- 
sure, which  is  undoubtedly  foreseen,  if  not  intended,  by 
some  orite  advocates,  would  bs  to  involve  the  natioa 
in  war  with  Great  Britain — a  measure  which  would 
necessarily  produce  a  fatal  alliance  with  France. 

The  project  of  arming  our  merchantmen  to  lesut 
seliures  by  cither  of  the  belligerants.  appears  to  mani- 
fest a  spirit  which,  when  excited  in  a  just  cause,  will 
always  be  warmly  approvod,  and  vigorously  supported 
by  tbe  people  of  Massachusetts.  The?  cannot  cesaa 
to  laoteat,  that  some  porlien  of  Uua  si^t  had  not  been 
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cihitnted  in  TMiating  tbe  firal  outrage  on  our  rights,  b}r 
t[«  Berlin  decree  of  Nmember,  1S06.  If  onr  V 
ment  had  at  that  time  eipreaaed  a  Mrong  BenM 
OQtrage  on  the  nation,  and  a  Enn  resolution' ti 
ciLe  mai  maintain  iu  rights,  they  would  hare  beeg 
moct  cordially  and  zeofoiu)?  supported  bj  men  of  all 
political  parties.  This  project,  if  adopted  nov  nitbout 
limtlatioo,  however  it  maybe  intended  by  thou  who 
propOEe  it,  troald  Bpeedity  and  inetitabi;  lead  to  a  war 
with  Great  Britain.  France  has  pomparattvely  ftw 
enuKn  on  the  ocean,  which  la  covered  by  the  Hliips  of 
her  memy.  Oar  vessels  would  be  seldom  encountered 
bj  these  of  the  fbrmer  Power,  while  hardly  Ac  would 
cKspe  those  of  the  latter.  All  ourVtusI  collisions 
would  iifceaearitj  be  with  Great  Britain,  who  would 
diQS  be  made  to  appear  the  only  aggressor;  and  when 
the  public  sensibility  was  eicited  by  these  causes,  the 
diclalea  of  reason;  of  justice,  and  sound  policy,  would 
cnse  to  he  regarded.  It  oannot  be  too  oRen  repeated, 
thai  (ndi  a  war  would  necessarily  involve  a  destructive 
■Sianee  with  France — sn  alliance  whidi  experience 
has  shewn  to  be  mora  fatal  (ban  any  war.  and  which 
-  is  unlveraallj  dreaded,  throughout  this  part  of  the  tini- 
Isd  Stales,  as  highly  dangerous  to  the  Independence  of 
die  nation,  and  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  the  world. 

He  Legislature  of  MMsaehusetts  eipress  without 
rtserve  their  sentiments  on  tbe  conduct  of  the  two  belli- 
gen^nt  Powers  of  Europe.  Tbey  cannot  he  lestrwned 
by  the  audacious  and  unfounded  insination,  that  the 
people  of  New  England  are  influenced  by  undue  par-; 
tialily  to  eilher  of  those  Powers.  They  repel  with  in- 
dignatloD  this  slanderous  aspersion,  which  cannot  bfe 
beh'eved  even  by  those  who  propagate  it.  It  is  refuted 
by  the  well  known  spirit  and  patriotism  of  this  people; 
it  ia  diajirOTed  by  the  annals  of  our  Revolutionary  War, 
and  by  Oiur  wluiie  history  to  tbe  present  day.  This 
State  was  among  the  Erst  to  resist  the  encroach- 
iBentsofthe  British  Govemmentatthat  time;  her  cili- 
lens  still  ratain  the  sanle  spirit  to  oppose  anjust  aggres- 
sions, froni  whatever  quarter  Ihef  may  be  attempted. 
While  tbrj  cnltivate  this  spirit,  the  pledge  of  their  lib' 
tlties  and  theii  independence,  they  cherish  also. those 
Bonl  babilB  and  religieus  prJncipleB  which  distiaguisbed 
tlieirajaceston,the  firslsettlersofthis  country.  While 
sindieatinK  liteir  own  rights,  they  are  adtnoniihed  can- 
didly to  examine,  and  religiously  to  respect,  the  rights 
of  otbcra.  Tbey  eon  never  cordially  eugage  in  any 
eontest  which  does  not  appear  to  thein  ntcesiary  to 
tbe  honor  and  the  easenlial  interests  of  their  couDtj^i 
nor  can  they  appeal  with  confidence  to  the  God  of 
arnica,  in  a  war  which  dote  not  appear  to  them  to  be 
jnsL 

Widi  theae  impressiona,  de  Legislature  of  Masss.- 
dmaetta  have  deiibetately  examined  the  several  docu- 
BMBla  teapeeting  the  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
Slates,  which  were  published  by  Congress  for  the  in- 
ibniiBlion  of  the  people.  They  have  impartially  weigtfed 
and  conaidered  the  jates  and  the  cootenta  of  the  mari- 
time decrcea  and  orders  of  France  and  Great  Britain, 
a&cting  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
diapoailicma  of  those  two  Governments,  as  manifested 
in  tfaoTGDiTespoDdeiice  with  ourpublic  ministers.  Tbe 
i  DomeivtiB  and  repeated  aggiessitHis  on  the  part  of 
Prance,  diqilayed  in  these  documents,  are  as  injurious 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation  as  to  the'  interests  of  the  citi- 
lena— nolating  at  once  the  obligations  of  our  treaty 
with  that  Govaniment  and  the  eitablished  principles  of 
the  law  of  natiana.  The  remonstrances  and  complaints 
«f  our  H iniiler  appear  to  have  been  titated  with  ^n- 
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lempluous  silence,  or  answered  only  with  new  ontra* 
ges ;  and  he  seems  at  last  to  have  abandoned  all  hope 
and  expectation  of  inSuencing  that  Government  by  di- 
plomatic representalidns,  and  to  have  left  Co  the  wisdom 
and  the  spirit  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  such  other 
measures  as  n)ay  be  necenary  to  canse  their  righla  to 
be  Inspected.  While  France  shall  maintain  this  con- 
temptuous inJifierenee,  and  these  hostile  dispositions, 
it  appears  hardly  possible  to  attempt  any  accommodation 
with  her  which. shall  not  tamish  the  honor  and  endan- 
ger the  independence  of  ear  country. 

On -the  part  of  Great  Britain  there  appears,  from 
those  documents,  to  be  a  disposition  to  cultivate  a  good 
understanding  with  this  cpuntry.  They. have  mani- 
fested astrong  desire  to  make  alonemenl  and  compen- 
sation for  injuries  that  were  even  unauthoriied  and  un- 
intentional, and  to  adjust  the  respective  rights  and 
claimr  of  the  (w'o  nationi  on  such  a  basis  ae  shall  pre- 
vent future  collisions.  If  these  diapositions  on  her  port 
are  nncere,  and  we  do  not  see  in  these  documents  any 
reason  to  qnestion  their  sincerity,  (hey  should  undoubt- 
edly be  met  by  a  correspondent  disponlion  on  our  port. 
They  certainly  furnish  an  opportunity  to  attempt  a  ne- 
gotiation, without  any  sacrifice  of  honorable  sentiment 
■6t  independent  feelitiga,  and  this  Legislature  have 
great  confidence  that  such  a  negotiatioQ,  eondacled  in 
a  fail,  impartial,  and  candid  manner,  would  speedily 
restore  harmony  between  the  two  countries.  In  con- 
sidering tbe  different  degrees  and  orders  of  France  and 
Great  Britain,  it  is  obvious  that  those  of  the  former 
have  been  uniformly  first  in  order  of  time,  and  most 
injurious  in  their  nature.  But  even  if  those  nations 
^cre,  as  hss  been  sometimes  asserted,  on  the  most  per- 
fect equality  in  this  respect,  and  if  the  conduct  of  eadi 
furnished  such  a  cause  of  war  as  would  leave  only  the 
.ohoii;e  of  our  adversary,  every  motive  of  policy  woald 
induce  the  United  States  to  select  France  for.  her 
enemy.  Without  condescending  to  calculate,  irith 
precision,  the  comparative  ability  of  those  tw^  nations 
to  injure  and  annoy  this  coilntry,  tKe  prasent  state  of 
the  world  shoiild  decide  our  choice.  In  one  event  we 
should  have  the  satisfaction  of  aiding  in  that  ^oiioa*  , 
struggle  now  carried  on  in  Bnrope  against  tbe  tyranny 
of  France,  and  of  anisting,  to.maintaiir  the  cause  of 
Chat  brave  and  gallant  natton  which  has  lately  thromi 
off  the  ^oke  of  her  oppressors,  and  which  was  among 
the  first  to  promote  our  exertions  in  a  like  causa.  In. 
the 'other  case  we'  should  be  immediately  arrayed  on 
the  side  of  France ;  we  should  necessarily  aid  the  gi- 
gantic strides  of  her  Emperor  towards  universal  domi- 
nation, and  assist  in  annihilating  the  independence  of 
nations  and  the  freedom  of  the  world. 

Qn  motioQ,  b^  Mr.  Lldvd,  tbe  memorial  was 
ordered  to  be  priotei]  for  the  use  of  tho  Senate. 

Tdesdat,  Febraarjr  28.  - 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  further  to  amend  tb^  sereral  acit 
for  [tie  eslBblisbrafnl  of  the  Treasury,  'War,  and 
Navy  De^arttbrnts;  and  the  Prgbcdbnt  reported 
[he  bill  lo  the  House  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hillhoosg,  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing words  to  tbe  end  of  tbe  third  »eeltOD  : 

"  And  prcnided,  also)  that  every  agent  of  the  United 
Stales  shsH  make  his  payments  on  acoount  of.tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  same  description  of  money,  ox 
bank  bills,  wtiidi  he  may  receive  from-  the  TreMtuy, 
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whenever  pracUcable,  and  if  impracticsbl<  in  qwcie,  or 
bank  bills  of  equal  TlJcie  tit  Ihe  time  of  pajmcat :" 

It  was  determined  ia  the  aeguive — yeas  14, 
nays  17,  as  follow^ : 

TiAS — MeisTB.  Anderson,  Bayaril,  Goodrichi  Gregg, 
Hillhnuu,  Kilchel.  Leib,  Lloyd,  Maigs,  Parkar,  Pick- 
eting, Reed,  Snmtar,  atid  Turner. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bradley,  Candit,  Fnnklin,  Oaillard, 
Giles,  Oijman,  Howlantl,  Mitheirsoii,  Milledge.  Moore, 
Pmib,  Smilli  oT  Maryland;  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Tenneasee,  Thiuston,  Tiffin,  and  White. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eogrmseiJ, 
and  read  s  third  time  as  ameoded  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the 'sffirmaiive. 

A  mesMge  from  (he  Hoase  of  RepreseDiBtirei 
,  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bave  passed 
a  bill, enlilled  "An  act  to  inierdicl  ihe  cammer- 
eial  intercourse  belweeu  the  United  States  and 
OreaiBriiaia  and  France, and  their  de)iendpbcie.-<, 
and  fur  other  purposes,  with  ameudmeDts,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Sep- 
ate.  Tbe^  have  passed  a  bfil,  entitled  "An  act 
further  lu  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  estali- 
lishmem  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Nary  Deparimenls,  and  making  appropria- 
tions for  ibe  support  of  the  Military  Eatablisfa- 
ment,  and  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1809;"  olso  a  bill,  entitled  -'An  act  to 
extend  to  Amos  Whiilemoro,  and  Wm.  Whiite- 
more,  jr.,  the  patent  right  tos  machine  for  mftDU<- 
facturiDg  cotton  aod  wool  cards;"  in  which  they 
request  the  coocurreoceorthe  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled,  ''An'  act  further  to  amend 
ihe  several  acts  for  the  eslablishnient  and  regula- 
tiOD  of  Ihe  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
menls,  and  milking  anpropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  E>lab]ishment,  and  of  theN'avy  of 
the  United  S(al»s,  for  th«  year  1BD9,"  wa^  twice 
read  by  unanJniDUscon<'ent,BDd  referred  to  Messrs. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  Cbawfobd,  and  Fbankxik, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

T'he  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  fo  extend  lo  Anios 
Whittemore  and  William  Whittemore,  jr.,  (he 
patent  tight  to  b  machine  for  manufacturing  cot- 
ton and  wool  cards,"  was  twice  read  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  Co  Messrs.  Llovd, 
Bbaolet,  and  Mitcbill,  to  constder  and  report 
IhereoD. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Houseof  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  Aq  act  to  interdict  the  eommercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  Stales  and  Clreat 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
for  other  purposes." 

On  th«  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  of 
the  11th  sectiop,  as  follows : 

Strfte  out  the  words,  "  And  to  cause  te  be  issued, 
under  suilabte  pledges  and  pracBulioni,  letters  of 
mRrqne  and  reprisal  ngainsl  the  nation  thereafter 
tinning  in  force  its  unlawful  edicts  against  the  < 
merc«  of  the  United  States:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affiimatire— yea: 
Day«14,B3  follows: 

YtiM — Mmsts.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Candit, 
PnuikUn.Gr*ggiHawt«nd,  KilchKl,HathBWBaii,  HeigB, 


Mitcbill,   Parker,    Pope,   Reed,   Sumter,  Tiffin,  and 
While. 

Nats— Meisn.  GaillBid,  Qi\et,  Gilinan,  Goodrich, 
Hillhauae,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Milledge,  Moore,  Picktring, 
Smith  of  Manland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Ten- 
le,  and  Turner. 


rike  out  "  fourth  of  Mauh  next,"  and  ioMrt  "  tt 
teentk  of  Mardi,  1809:" 

was  determined  in  Ihe  affitmalire — yeas  35, 

,  6,  asfoliows : 

-jia-^eesrs,  Anderson,  Bradley,  Condit,  Frank- 
lin, Gaillard,  GUes,  Oilman,  Gregg,  How] and,  Kitdiel, 
Leib,  Mathewson,  Meigs,  Milledge,  Mitchil),  Moore, 
Pa^er,  Pope,  Reed,  Bmith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Soiith  of  Tenneaaea,  Sumter,  Tiffin,  and  Tarner. 

KAis^Mesin.  Bayard,  Goodrich,  HillhousB,  Lloyd, 
Pickering,  and  White. 

All   the  other  amendmenCa  to  tbe  bill  'were 

Wednesday,,  March  1. 
Mr.  TirFiH,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 

hill  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury  War. 
and  Navy  Departments,  correctly  eogrossed;  ana 
the  bit!  was  r>'ad  the  third  lime,  aad  passed. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  -the  committee  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  bill,  eutiiled  ''An  act  to  extend  to 
Amos  Wbitterhore  and  William  Whittemore',  jr., 
the  patent  right  to  a  machiue  for  manulaciuring 
cotton  Bod  wool  cards,"  repotted  the  bill  wiihoat 
aiiiEDdmeBl ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
by  uitaninious  conseiil,  and  passed. 
.  Mr.  Shits,  of  Maryland,  fiohi  the  coriimiltee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  amend  the  several  acH  for  tbe  eslab- 
.lishmenl  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,  and  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, and  of  the  Navy  of  lb?  United  Suiei,  for 
the  year  1809,^'  reported  the  bill  amended;  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments, as  in.  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
Pftt:ait>ENT  reported  tbe  bill  to  tbe  House  amended. 

On  motion,  fay  Mr.  B  bad  let,  further  to  ameitd 
the  bill,  lo  strike  out  the  following  words  in  the 
sixth  section :  "  For  the  fortification  of  the  pott* 
and  faitbors,^in  ^dilion  to  the  sums  hereiefare 
appropriated  for  that  purpose,  one  millioa  of  dol- 
lars;" it  was  determined  in  ibe  affirmative — yeu 
23,  naysO.as.follows: 

Yus — MeMn.  Anderaon,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Con£t, 
Franklin,  Ooudricb,  Gregg,  HillfaouH,  Howland,  Kit- 
chel,  L«b,  Llojd,  Malhewaon,  Moore,  Patker,  Picker- 
ing, Pope,  Smith  of  Tenncssas,  Sumter,  Thruiton, 
Tiffin,  Tunisi,  and  White. 

Niis— Mea*rBiGrawfbrd,.Mmedge,  Mitcbill,  Rolnn- 
■on,  Smith  of  Maiyhad,  and  Smith  of  Hew  York, 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  it 
was  ordered  to  the  third  reading  as  amended. 

The  Phebidbnt  communicated  a  j^eport  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasu)^,  with  a  suiemeni  of 
the  emofuments  of  the  officers  employed  in  tbe 
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eoll««tian  of  tbeeustams  for  tbe  year  1S08;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  iMnsideration. 

A  message  fiam  the  House  of  Represeaiatires 
iDformec)  the  S'eoale  that  the  House  haVe  passed 
■  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  ipTalid  peo- 
siooers,"  in  whicti  ihey  request  the  coocurrence 
ofthe  Senate. 

.  Tbe  bill  last  brought  up  for  concutrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to' 
Messt3.BRADLGY,Svit'HofMarylao4,aDdFA^NK- 
UH,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House. of  Represents  lives 
iafamiEd  the  Senate  that  the  House  bsve  [laased 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  foilher  to  amend  the  jiidi- 
cial  system  of  the  United  Stales,"  with  amend- 
meais;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Seaate.  They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  eoti- 
tltd  ''Ad  act  to  extend  tbe  time  for  making  pay- 
menu  for  tbe'public  bods  of  tbe  United  Stuies," 
with  amendments,  iu  whieh  (hey  request  thecon- 
carrence  of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  Repre- 
KDiaiires  liare  passed  a  bill,  entitled."  An  act 
to pple mental  to  tbe  act,  eoutled  'An  act  tor  ef- 
tabliibiog  trading-bouses  with  (he  Indian  tribes," 
in  which  they  request  the  conoijrrence  .of  the 
Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  proceeded  lo  consider  (he  amend' 
meutsoribe  House  of  Representatives  to  ihe  bit], 
entitled  "  An  act  farther  to  smend  (he  judicial 
srstem  of  the  United  States."    Whereupon, 

Reiolved,  That  they  cbncar  therein. 

The  Senate  proceed M  to  consider  the  amend' 
ments  ofthe  House  of  Repceseniatives  lo  the  bill, 
tD((tIed  "An  ae(  to  extend  the  tioie  for  niaking 
payments  for  the  public  lands  of  tha  United 
Stales."     Whereupon, 

Retoloed,  That  they  concur  tliere  In. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  (he 
act,  entitled  'An  art.  for  eaiablishiog  trading- 
bouses  with  the  Indiaa  tribes,"  was  twice  read  by 
Dnanimous  consent,   and   ordered   (a    (he  '(bird 

Mr.  Oheoo  presented  the  memorial  of  Arthur 
St.  Clair,  accompanied  with  papera  and  remarks 
ottths  report  ofthe  committee  to  whom  his  peti- 
tion was  referred  At  (he  last  session,  and  praying 
a  reeonsideratioQ  thereof,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
memorial ;  "which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  laUe. 

Mr.  Fb*nki.ik,  from,  the  committee  to  whom' 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Ebeoezer  S.  Flatt, 
naad«  report..    Whereupon, 

/tetoived,  Tltat  ihe  prayer  of  his  petition  cs- 

DOt  be  granted,  and  that  he,  bar-  ' • — ■' 

draw  tbe  tame. 

TnuRsnAT,  March  2. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  coramiitee  to  whom  was 
refeired  the  resniutioo  direcliog  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  tbe  United 
Sutes,"  reported  that  it  is  not  espedienl  at  (liii 
time  (a  adopt  any  measure  in  relation  to  that 
aiibjeet;  and  (he  report  wai  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Bbadlbt,  from  the  committee  to  irbora 


0  with- 


was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
invalid  pensioners."  reported  the  bill  amended; 
and  the  PflEaiDEnT  having  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended,  on  motion,  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  by  unaniinousconEent,  as  amended. 
Retolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 

A  message  from  (he  Houie  of  Reptesentatives 
iaibrmed  the  Senate  that  (he  House  have  pasied 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Jacob 
Bsroitz."  in  which  they  request  tfaecoBCurrence 
of  tbe  Senate. 

Mr.  TrrpiN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  furtbet 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  tbe  establishment 
and  regulation  of  the'Treaaury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,  and  making  appropriations  fur  the 
support'of  the  Military  Establishment,  and  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  year  1809," 
correctly  engrossed;  and  the  hill  waa  read  the 
third-lime  as  amended. 
Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  as  amended. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Sanate 
esumed  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled 
'An  Bj:(  for  imposing  additional  duties  upon  all 
goods,  ware^,  and  merchanilise,  imported  from 
any  foreign  pnri  or  place  :"  and  on  (he  question. 
Shall  (hjs  Ijill  pass  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  5,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows: .  . 

:is— Messrs.   Gondit,  Kitchel,  Leib,   Popa,  and 
Sobinson. 

NiTi— Mesan.  Bayard,  Brsdlej,  Crawford,  Fraak- 
1,  Gaillard,  Gilm,  Qilmaa,  Qoodrich,  Oiegg,  Hill- 
•ate,  Llojd,  Matbenson,  Heigs,  Milledge,  Mitchill, 
Moore,  Parker,  Pickering,  Smith  of  Maijlapd,  Smith 
of  TennBM«B,  Sumter,  Tbruaton,  Tilfin,>nd  Tumsr. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Ja- 
ib  Barnitz,"  was  read  three  limes  by  unaoimotH 
msent,  and  passed. 

The  S^kte  r.esumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the' bill  providing  for  the  promulgation  of 
-rtain  laws  in  (he  Territory  of  Michiaan.  And, 
I  amciidment  having  been  proposed,  on   the 
leslion,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
ird  time?  it  was  daterntinedin  theaffirmatire. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  (he 
act,  eniiiled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading-bou- 
ses with  (he  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  tbe  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

FribUlt,  March  3. 
A  message  from  (he  House  of  Ripreaen(a(irei 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  (o 
the  first  and  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
(he  bill,  entided  "An  ac(  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  fur  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  the'  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 
and  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Bstablishment  and  the  Navf  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  year  1809;"  and  they  agree  to 
thf  other  amenilmenls  to  the  said  hill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
inenta  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represenla- 
tires to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  fuilher  toam^d 
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oftheMiliiarfEstablishmeDiand  [heNavyofthi 
United  Stales  for  the  year  1809;"  and,,  oa  nio- 
tioD,  by  Mr.  Giles,  llial  (he  Senate  insist  oa  their 
■aid  BiueDdmeiiis  disagreed  to,  it  was  deiermiaed 
in  Ibe  affirraative — yeas  26,  oayt  2,  as  fallows : 

Till — Meam.  Andenon,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Condit, 
GaiJtard,  GUea,  Gilnan,  Hillboaae,  Honland,  Kitchel, 
Laib,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Maigi,  Milledge,  Moon,  Par- 
ker, Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinion,  Smith  of  Mary- 
lyland.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Tenneiue,  Tif- 
fin, and  Wbite. 

Nii(— Hewn.  Cranrlbrd  aod  White.   ' 
So  it  it  was,  Retolved.  That  they  insiRi  on  their 
■•id  ■meadmeots  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
R«preseDtaiire«. 

A  meuage  from  the  House  of  Represent alires 
informed  ibe  Senate  (hat  the  House  bare. passed 
a  bill,  emitled  "An  act  to  deprive,  in  certain 
cases,  vessels  of  their  American  character,  and  In 
prevent,  under  certain  disabiJirieii,  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States  taking;  a  license  from  any  fpi 
eiett  Power  to  navigate  the  ocean,  or  to  trade 
With  any  other  foreign  and  independent  Power ;' 
in  wliich  ihey  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  do  not  concur  in  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  auiborizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  deprive,  in  eer- 
Uin  cases,  vexiels  of  their  American  characler, 
and  to  prevent,  under  certain  disabilities,  any  cii- 
ilen  of  the  United  Slates  taking  a  license  from 
any  foreign  Power  to  nnvii^alethe  ocean,  or 
trade  with  any  other  foreign  and  independi 
Power."  was  read  ;  and,  on  the  <]neslion.  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  the  second  time?  it  was  delei 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderbon,  ihatilhe  bill  be 
lead  a  second  time,  it  wai objected  to  a j  contrary 
to  rule. 

Mr.  TiFnn,  from  the  committee,  reported  lh( 
bill  providing  for  the  promulgation  iiT  certain 
laws  in  the  Territory  of^Michrcsn  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  hilt  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ReprPsentallves 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  augment- 
ation ofthe  Marine  Corps,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  thi>  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendment.    Whereupon, 

Resolned,  That  ibey  concur  therein. 

The  President  communicated  to  the  Senate 
th«  followinji  letter  from  Cb^  President  elect  of 
tb«  United  States : 

CiTT   or   WlBHIRflTOn,  MnTth  3,  1809. 

Sta:  I  beg  leave,  throoKh  joa.  to  infonti  the  honor- 
able tbe  Senate  of  the  United  State*,  that  I  propon  lo 
taka  Ihe  oath  which  the  Constitution  prescribe*  to  the 
Pnndsnt  of  the  United  States,  before  he  enters  on  the 
asacnlion  of  hia  office,  on  Satorda;  the  4th  instant,  at 


n  the  Cha^iber  of  the  Hmae  of  Rep- 


tvrelve  o'clock,  if 
reoentative, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  vith  the  ffreateit  respect,  air, 
jour  moat  obediant  and  moat  humble  servant, 

J.'^.MES  MADISON.  . 
The  Hon.  Johk  Milleoke, 

Praident  pro  tempore  of  ihe  Senate. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  President  also  communicated  the  report 
of  ihe  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siaies.  referred  to  him  on  the  iJSth  of  April. 
last ;  which  was  read,  as  follows : 
The  Sferelary  of  Ihe  Treamru.  ta  whom  wai  referrei 
tkememortalof  the  iloekhMen  of  the  0ank  of  the 
United  Stalei,  prm/ingfor  a  rtnewai  of  the  charter 
tuAicA  will  expire  on  the  4th  Jay  of  March,  ISII, 
rapeelfaUy  tubmita  the  following  report : 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States  wa*  incorporsted  hj 
the  act  of  March  S,  1791,  with  a  cnpilal  of  ten  mil- 
lions  of  dollar*,  divided   into   twenty-five    thousand 
■harea.  oT  four  handrsd  dollars  each.     Two  millioni  of 
dollars  were  suhacribed  by  the  United  SuCea,  and  paid 
in  ten  equal  annoal  instalments.    Of  the  eight  mil- 
lion* of  doDara  mbacribed  by  iddlvidnata,  two  milliona 
were  paid   in  specie,  and  aii  millions  in  sir  per  cent. 
stock  of  the  United  States.     Two  thoosand  foar  hun- 
dred and  ninetj-three  of  the  shares  belonging  to  tha 
Government  were  sold  in  the  year*  179S  and  17S7,  at 
an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  cent. ;  two  hundred  and 
aigbly-seTen  were  sold  in  the  year  !79T,  at  an  advancB 
of  twenty  pci  cent.;  and  the  other  two  thoiu^d  two 
hundred  and  twenty  share*  is  the  year  1803,  at  an 
advance  of  forty-Gve''  per  cent. ;  making  together,  es- 
clusively  of  the  dividends,  a  proBt  of  9671,860  to  tha 
United  dialer,     The  greater  part  of  the  ail  per  cent. 
stock  originally  paid  by  Ibe  atockholdera   hka  ainea 
been  sold  by  the  Bank  ;  a  portion  has  been  tedeemed 
by  Goremment.  by  the  operation  of  the  annual  reim- 
bursement, and   the  Bank  retains   at  pQwent  only  a 
sum  of  $9,aSl,S9B  in  aix  per  cent,  stock. 

AboDt  eighteen  thousand  shajea  of  the  Bank  stock 
are  held  by  pcrsoos  residing  abroad,  who  ate  liy  the 
.  charter  e:^cluded  treta  the  right  of  voting.  The  stock- 
holder* rosident  within  the  United  States,  and  who 
have  the  exclusive  control  over  the  ifutitutioo,  bold 
'  only  seven  thousand  sham.  Or  little  more  than  ono- 
fourth  part  of  its  capital.  They  appoint  annually 
twenty-five  directors  of  the  Bank  itaelf,  which  is  eata^ 
liabed  at  Pbiledelphia,  and  those  directors  have  the 
eolira  management  of  the  diaeounia  and  other  tranv- 
actions  of  the  institution  in  that  city,  andtha  geDeral 
superintendence  and  appointment  of  the  direclora  and 
cashiers  of  the  offices  of  disooant  and  deposite  catab- 
lilhed  in  other  places.  There  areatpreaenteigbtof  tboaa 
offices,  via :  at  QosUn,  New  Votk,  Baldnore,  Norfolk. 
Cbarleslon,  Savannah,  ibe  City  of  Wa^ngton,  and. 
New  Orleans.  The  last  two  wen  eslablishad  at  tko 
requaat  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Tbe  profile  of  a  Bunk  arise  from  the  interest  re- 
ceived on  the  loans  mads,  either  to  GoverDmcDt  or  to 
individuals;  andtbey  exceed  six  per  cent,  or  the  rale 
of  interest  si  whidt  the  losns  are  made,  because  every 
bank  lends,  not  only  tbe  whole  of  it*  capita],  but  aUo 
e  portion  of  the  moneys  deposited  for  safekeeping  in 
its  vaults,  either  by  Government  ai  by  indlviduala. 
For  every  sum  of  money  tkna  depostled,  the  party 
m^ng  Vie  deposite,  either  receivea'tbc  aaiOQiit  in 
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bank  notes,  or  obtains  a  cradil  on  the  books  of  the 
hank.  In  eitheT  cue  he  lus  the  asms  right  at  any  time 
to  witbdnw  Ilia  depmite ;  in  the  flist  case,  on  presen- 
tstioii  Slid  sancniler  of  tbs  bank  nates;  in  the  odter 
«sse,  bj  drafrijigtta  the  bank  for  the  smoant.  Baiik 
petes,  and  cndit*  on  the  books  of  the  bank  siise,  there- 
(bt«,  etinali?  from  depoaitcs,  although-Ihe  credit*  alone 
'  n  common  patlsBca,  called  deposiles ;  and  the 
'«  of  those  credits,  and  of  the  bank  note*  is- 
Dstitutca  the  circolating  mediam  hbatitaltd 
\j  the  banking  opsrations  to  mdne; ;  for  pajments 
from  one  individual  to  another  ate  equally  made  bj 
dnugkts  on  the  bank,  oi  b;  delivery  of  bank  notes. . 
Eipeiiencs  bu  taught  the  directors  what  portion  of 
the  money  thus  deposited  thej  may  lend,  or  in  other 
needs  how  far  they  loirf  with  ssbty  extend  their  di>- 
connt*  beyond  tbe>  oapital.  of  the  bank,  and  what 
anoont  of  qiecie  it  is  neeiwuy  tbey  shenid  keep  in 
tboi  mulls.  The  profits,  and  therefcia  the  dividends 
of  a  bank,  nill  increaee  in  proportioD  as  the  directors 
will  increase  loaoa  of  the  moneys  deposited,  and  suffer 
the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  to  diminish.  Moderate 
dividends,  when  not  produced  by  some  particular  cause 
which  checks  (be  cLiculalJon  of  bank  papei^  are  the 
best  evidence  of  the  safely  of  the  institntion,  and  of 
the  wisdom  of  its  dirertioa . 

The  annexed  table  of  all  the  dividends  made  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statee  since,  its  ettabliahment, 
Bbaws  that  ihej  have  on  an  average  been  et  the  iste  of 
81  (pncisely)  3-13  (U)  per  cent,  a  year,  and  proves 
ttiat  the  bank  has  not  in  any  considerable  degree  used 
tbepoblie  depoaitea-for  the  purpose  of  ettendin{[  its 
disconnls. 

From  what  has  been  premised,  it  appears  that  the 
properly  of  a  bank  in  full  opeiatien,  conaiati  of  three 
(eneial  items,  viz:  1st.  Outstanding  debts,  consisting 
principally  of  tWe  notes  payable  at  siity  days,  which 
have  been  disceonted  at  ike  bank.  Sdjy.  Specie  in 
thevaalia.  3dtj.  BuilJinga  necessary  (or  the  institu- 
tion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bank  owes  :  lat.  To  the 
stockholders,  the  amount  of  the  capital  atook  originally 
subscribed,  payable  only  in  case  of  the  dissolution  of 
Ihe  inatitntion.  2dly.  To  Goverpment  or  individual!, 
(he  whole 'amount  of  monsya  deposited,  payaUe  on. 
demand,  and  inciuding  both  the  credits  on  the  bank 
books,  commonly  called, depoaites,  and  the  bank  notes 
in  drculatian.  The  accoiini  is  balanced  by  the  amonnt 
of  undivided  profits  and  accruing  diacoanta,  which 
constittite  tite  fbnd  for  defraying  current  expenses,  for 
paying  subse^ent  dividends,  and  tor  covering  cuntin- 

Tbe  IkUowinK  statement  of  the  aitnation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  includbg  its  bisnebea,  ei- 
hibita  the  tme  smonnt  of  pnbUc  slock  wbich  ii  atilt 
held  by  tbe  institution,  of  the  cost  of  its  buildinga  and 
kits  of  ground,  and  of  the  nndivided  surplus  or  con- 
tingent fufid  subeequent  to  the  dividend  msde  in  Jan- 
oary  last.  But  tbe  amount  ef  loana  to  individuala  or 
diacDDnts,  of  specie  in  the  vaults,  and  of  moneya  de- 
poritcd,  including  both  tbe  credits  on  the  bank  books, 
eommonly  called  depoiitei,  and  the  bank  notes  in  cir- 
ddalion,  b  taken  on  a  medium  ;  and,  bo  far  as  relalea 
on  the  cietfit  tide  of  the  account,  to  specie  on  hand, 
and,  on  the  debit  (ide,  to  depoeites,  is  several  millions 
of  dollars  leas  than  it  happens  to  be  at  this  raoment) 
both  having  been  swelled  niuch  beyond  the  average  by 
the  embargo,  and  by  the  nnuanallj  large  balance  in' 
tbe  TVeaanry.  whidt  ii  principally  deposited  in  the 
bank:  Some  minor  items  arising  ftom  accidental  cir- 
evmstances  are  omitt«d  fbi  the  sake  of  pertptcnity. 


Cb. 

I.  Debts  due  to  the  bank,  *ix ; 

I.  Six  per  cenL  tUKk  of  tha. 
Onited  States,  being  the  raodue 
of  that  part  of  the  origiilal  aub- 
acription  paid  in  public  Stocks, 
which  is  stili  held  by  the  bank  $S,S30,000 

S.  Loans  to  individuals,  con- 
siating  chiefly  of  disconnled 
notes,  payable  at  aii^  days, 
and  in  some  instancertn  bonds 
and  mortgagee. taken  in  order 

doo^tfot  debts  -        ~   10,000,000 


II.  Specie  ia  the  vaults  - 

III.  CoBtoflotsofgtooad 
'  buildings  erected 


Totel  Ct.  9X 

t)m. 

I.  Capital  stock   of  the   bank 

payable    to    the     stockholdeis 

whsnever  the  inttitotion  may 

be  dissolved    -        -        .        -.  10,000,000 

U.  Moneys  deposited,  viz: 

1.  Credit!  on  tbe  bank  book* 
commonly  called  depositts,  in- 
cluding the  deposites  both  by  - 
QoTainment  and  by  individuals    8,600,000 

3.  Bank  ixMe*  In  citcalation    4,500,000 


Balance,  being  the  amount  of 

undivided  profit*,  commonly 

called  the  "contingent  ftmd, 

and  applicable'to  cover  [os- 

seswhich  mayahsefrombsd 

debts  or  other  contingencie*, 

and  to  extra  dividends         -  610,000 

It  sufficiently  appears  from  this  gfCMral  view,  that 
the  a&lrs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  contidered 
as  a  moaayed  iiutitaliDn,  have  been  wisely  and  slulfidly 

The  advantages  derived  bj  Government  &om  tlw 
bank  'are  Dearly  of  the  same  nature  with  thoee  obtained 
by  individuals,  who  trsnsact  btudneas  with  aimiiar  in- 
stilutioni,  and  may  be  reduced  to  the  followiitg  heada. 

1.  .Sate  keeping  of  public  moneys.  This  applies  not 
only  to  moneya  aJiaady  in  the  Treasury,  but  also  to  those 
in  the  handi  of  the  principal  collectors,  of  tha  Commis- 
sionera  of  Loans, and  of'seversl  other  oEBcers,  and  aSbrda 
one  of  the  best  secudties  against  delinquendes. 

S.  Tranimiesian  of  public  Moneys.  As  the  collec- 
tion nill  always,  in  various  ([uartera  of  the  eitenaivo 
territory  of  the  Union,  either  exceed  or  fall  abort  of  die 
expenditures  in  the  same  place*,  a  perpetual  tcansmia- 
sipn  of  money,or  purchase  of  retnittsnces  at  tbe  risk  and 
expense  ef  the  United  States,  would  becems  Deceaaaiy 
in  order  to  meet  those  demsndi ;  but  thia  is  done  liy 
the  bank  at  its  own  risk  and  expense,  for  every  p[a(» 
where  one  of  its  brancbes  ia  eatabliahed,  wbic^  embra- 
ces all  payments  |>f  any  importance. 

3.  Collection  of  the  revenue.  The  ponctiiality  at 
payments  introduced  by  the  banking  system,  and  tlie 
faeihtica  afforded  by  tbe  bank  tq  the  importers  indebtad 
for  revenue  bonds,  are  amongst  the  cdiues  which  hava 
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anabled  tht  Uniled  States  to  collect  with  aa  gre&t  fa- 
cility, and  with  BO  few  louM,  Il)fl  large  revanae  dariitd 
Itddi  the  impoiu 

4.  Louii.  Although  the  praipaH^.of  put  yean 
hai  enabled  Gorernment,  during  the  preMtit  Admin<- 
iatiatioD,  to  meet  alt  the  public  demand*  without  n~ 
earring  to  loaqs,  the  hank  had  heretofore  been  emi- 
nentlj  uteful  in  making  Iba-sdnncei  which  under  dif- 
ferent circa metancei  were  ueceasary.  Thare  wai  a 
time  when,  eiclufiTel;  of  the  ax  par  cenL  itock  held 
by  the  inatitntion  as  part  oT  the  original  nibacription, 
the  loana  obtained  by  Government  Itom  tbe  bank 
amounted  to  $6,800,000.  And  a  aimilar  Jiquntion 
liaa  been  Kpealedl;  eiinced  -whenever  the  acperl  of 
puUic  a&ira  hu  rendered  it  propar  to  aacertain  wh»- 
Iher  new  loaw  might,  if  wanted,  be  obtained. 

Tbe  nnmetoua  bank*  now  eUabliahed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  aeveral  Slatof,  might,  it  i>  true,  afibrd  eon- 
nderaUe  aaaiatance  to  the  Gotemment  in  it*,  fiical 
opetationa.  There  ia  none,  howev«r,  which  could  ef- 
fect the  tranamiiaion  of  public  moneya  with  the  aanie 
fadlily,  and  totheiame  extent,  aa  the  Bsnk  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ia  enabled  to  do  ihiou^  ita  aeieral  branchei. 
The  ntpedoi  capital  of  that  Inititudon  oflara  alas  a 
gieater  aecurity  againit  any  pouible  losses,  and  greater 
resources  in  relation  to.  loans.  Nor  is  it  eligible  that 
Ihe  General  Go*ammen[  sbDuld,  in  respei 
•Mrations,  he  entirely  dependent  on  insti 
miich  it  has  no  control  whatever.  A  National  Bank, 
deriTing  ita  charter  from  the  Natiooai  Legislature,  will 
M  all  times,  snd  nnder  every  emergency,  feel  stronger 
indneemanta,  both  &om  interest  tad  jTom-  a  sense  ' 
duty,  to  aSbrd  Is  the  Union  evety  assistance  within 

The  strongest  objeotion  against  'ths  renewal  of  the 
darter  seems  to  arise  from  the  great  portion  of  the 
bank'  stock  held  by  foreignen ;  not  on  account  of  any 
inflaenee  it  givea  them  over  the  institution,  aince  they 
have  no  vote,  but  of  the  high  rate  of  interest  payabli 
by  America  to  (brelgo  countrica  on  the  portion  thui 
held.  If  the  (barter  is  not  renewed,  the  principal  of 
that  portion,  amounting  to  abont  97,300,000,  must  at 
one*  be  remitted  abroad  ;  but  if  the  charter  is  renew- 
ed, dividends  aqua]  to  an  interest  of  abont  6}  per  cent, 
arear  most  be  annually  remilted  in  the  same  manner. 
TIm  renewal  of  the  charter  nill,  in  that  respect,  ope- 
rate in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  a  foreign  loan, 
hearing  an  interest  of  S}  per  cent,  a  year. 


mNit  of  that  portiob  of  the  principal  by  a  new  lubscrip- 
tion  to  the  same  amount  in  bvor  of  dtiteni ;  but  it 
4aea  not,  at  all  evanis,  appear  luSdcnt  ta  outweigh 
flia  manifest  public  advantages  derived  from  a  renewal 
«f  the  charter. 

The  condhlona  in  favor  of  the  puUto,  on  which  this 
Aonld  be  granted,  are  the  next  subject  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  nett  profit,  annually  derived  by  the  slackbold- 
era  fitnn  a  renewal  of  ths  charter,  is  equal  to  the  dif- 
fbrence  between  the  annual  dividends  and  Ihe  market 
rate  of  interest.  Supposing  this  to  continue  at  aii 
per  cent  during  the  period  granted  by  the  eiten- 
rfoB  of  the  cherter,  and  the  dividends  to  be  on  an 
average  at  the  rate  of  8J  per  cent.,  that  profit  will  be 
SJ  per  cent,  a  year.  If  the  charter  be  eitended  twen- 
ty years,  the  value  of  the  privilege  will  bo  equal 
■nnuiiy  of  3J  per  cent,  on  the  capital,  that  ia  to 
•f  VSEO.OOO  for  twenty  -years  ;  and  such  annuity  being 


payable  sami-annaally,  is  worth  almoat  $3,890,000. 
This, 'how ever,  would  ha  mtidi  mors  than  any  bank 
would  give  tor  a  <diarter,  as  it  would  leave  it  nothing 
bi)t  the  right  of  dividing  at  the  rale  of  aii  per  cant,  a 
year,  which  the  BtoekhQldera  havp  without  aehejter.  It 
is  beheved  that  they  would  not  be  willing  to  give  cvu 
halt  that  sum  for  the  extension,  and  th|t  abont  tl,SiM>,- 
(KM)  may  be  considered  as  the  max  una  m  which  cotdd 
he  obtained,  if  it  ^as  thonght  eligible  to  salt  the  re- 

iwat  of  the  charter  for  a  filed  aura  of  money. 

It  ia,  however,  presumsd  that  the  deoiaion  on  tlia 
conditions  which  may  be  annexed  to  an  extension  oT 
charter  will,  he  directed  by  conaidentious  of  a-mnch 
greater  importanee  than  the  payment  of  each  a  sun 
into  the  Treaaniy.  The  object  will  undonbteAy  be  to 
'  «  to  the  inrilitntion  all  the  public  utility  of  which  it 
susceptible,  and  to  derive  frua  it  p«manent  and 
■olid  advantages  radier  than  mere  temporary  aid.  Un> 
der  those  impreaaions,  the  fbllowing  suggestions  are 
reapeetfuliy  submitted : 

I.  That  the  Bank  should  pay  interoBt  to  the  Vitifed 
States  On  tbe  public  depenles,  whenever  they  should  ' 
exceed  a  certain  sum,  whictt'might  perhaps  be  fixed  at 
about  $3,000,000.  ^ 

'  II.  That  the  Bank  should  be  boiind,  whenever  re- 
quired^ to  lend  to  the  United  Slatesa  sum  not  eicWd* 
ing  three-fifths  of  Its'  capital,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
eiceedhig  aii  per  cent.;  tbe  amount  of  iileb  loan  or 
loans  to  be  paid  by  the  Bsnk  in  iiAtalments  not  ex- 
ceeding a  certain  sum  monthly,  and  to  be  reint.bnrsed 
■I  the  ^esaura  of  Government. 

III.  That  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  ahould  be 
increased  to  $30,000,000, in  thefi}U<n#ingm&nner,Tii: 

1.  Five  millions  of  doltara  to  be  subaeribed  by  dti- 
lens  of  the  United  States,  under  auph  rcgulatioue  aa 
would  mkke  an  equitable  apportionment  amongst  die 
several  States  and  Terriloriea. 

S.  Fifteen  milliona  to  be  subscribed  by  such  Slates 
as  may  desire  it,  and  under  such  equitable  apportion- 
ment amongst  the  several  States  as  nny  be  provided 
by  law  ;  and  a  branch  to  be  eatB^tished  in  each  sub- 
scribing Stale,  if  aubacribed  for  by  the  State. 

-3.  The  paymenta  either  by  individuals  v  Stales  tfr 
be  either  in  specie  nr  jn  public  slock  of  the  United 
States,  at  suc^  rates  as  may  be*  provided  by  law. 

'4.  The  subscribing  States  to  pay  their  aubscripUon 
in  ten  annual  instalments,  or  sooner,  if  it  sulb  their 
convenience,  bnttoneceivediridends  in  proportion  ooly 
._..!. .  -f  — >— ription  actually  paid,  a—*  *'— ■- 


mil  their 


sbsrea  of  bank  Mock  not  to  be  transferable. 

IV.  Tliat  some  share  should  be  given  in  the  direc- 
tion to  the  General  and  State  Governments ;  the  GeiK 
eral  Government  appointing  a  few  directors,  and  tho 
Government  of  pach  subscribing  State  appointing  « 
few  ilirectors  in  Ihe  direction  of  tbe  branch  astabliabed 
in  Buch  State. 

Tbe  result  of  that  plan  woul4  be,  1st,  That  the  Cni~ 
ted  Stales,  receiving  no  interest  on  public  depoaites, 
might,  without  ipconvenicvice,  accumulate  during  yearn 
of  peace  and  proaperitj-,  a  treasure  sufficient  to  meet 
periods  ofwsr  and  calamity,  and  thereby  avoid  the  na- 
ces^ity  of  adding,  by  increased  taxes,  to  Ihe  distnssea 
of  such  periods.  !Wly,  That  they  might  rely  o"  » '«*» 
of  $  1 8,000,000  on  any  sudden  emergency.  Silly,  That 
Ihe  payment  of  the  greater  pa^  of  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  capital  being  made  in  ten  annual  instalments, 
that  increase  woUld  be  gradual,  and  not  mare  rapid 
than  nay  be  required  bf  the  progressive  state  of  the 
countiy,    4tb|y,  That  the  Bank  itaelf  would  Jonn  an 
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Sedatb. 


tdditioiul  bond  of  common  intereatuid  union  amoiigit 

AO  iriiich  ii  TcapeetfhUir  lobniitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Tbi&svki  DiriBTxiirr,  JHorcA  3,  1609. 
On  moiioa,  the  Senate  adjparoed  to  Gve  o'clock. 
ftve  tfelack  in  the  Evening. 


the  United  Slate*  to-morrow,  on  (he  occaaioa  of 
hu  inaoguratioo. 

A  menage  front  the  Hou»  ofRepreiHitatiTes 
rarotmied  the  Senate  that  the  Mouxe  ..JaBlxt  on 
their  ditagreeraenl  to  the  ameadmenis  of  the 
Senatft  lo  the  bill,  eniiiled  "An  act  fariher  to 
■mend  the  several  acM  for  ihe  eilablUhmeDt  Hint 
KgnlatioD  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  N)it;  De- 
parimeQiN,  and  mBkin^'appronriaiioiis  for  (he 
Hpport  of  thp  Military  EsiBblistimeDt  and  of  the 
Karjr  of  the  Uoiled  Slates  for  the  year  1809."' 
They  ask  a  coofereDce,  on  the  ditagrceioi;  votes 
of  the  tvo  Houses,  aad  bard*  appointed  managers 
on  Ibeir  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  eotill^d 
"An  act  for  the  rehefof  William  Hiuiagf,"  in 
which  tbey  request  ihe  coneurreaceoflhe^nate.' 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  copsider  the  remlu- 
tioo  of  theHooxe  of  Reprneu  tali  res,  reqtiesciDg 
a  coafereDbe  on  the  disagneing  votes  of  the  two 
Uonws  OB  Ibe  bill  first  abore  mentioned;  and 
harinf  agreed  toihe  same. 
Ordered,    That  MeMrt.  Gileb  and  Bradlet 


The  bill^  eitlilled  "An  act  for  the  reliefof  Wil- 
liam Hastings,"  was  read.  Od  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  read's  second  time?  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative.  Oa  motion,  thai  ihebjll 
be  DOW  read  a  seeood  lime,  it  was  objfcted  to  as 
igaiDSl  the  rule, 

Mr.  GiLZS,  from  the  nianagars  at  the  confer- 
ence on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
amend  the  several  bcis  for  (he  eBtablish merit  atid 
Rgulalian  of  the  Treasury,  War,- and  Navy.De- 
paitnenta,  tand  making  appropriatiom  for  ihe  sup- 


Hiade  report.  Whereupon,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
bill  fnnhet  to  minend  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tabtishment  andTegulatioD  of  (he  Treasury.  War, 
aad  Navy  Deparimeots,  be  now  read  three  sev- 
eral times,  by  unRDlmDOs  consent, 

AnoJMd,  That  this  bill  pass,  aod  .(hat  the  title 
iherrofbe  "  An  act  forther  to  amend  (be  several 
acta  fur  the  estjibli^hraent  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy'Deparimenls." 

Betolved,  Thai  Messrs.  Mitchill  and  SurrB, 
of  New  York,  b«  a  committee  on  the  pan  of  the 
Senate,  with  such  as  the  Housb  of  Hepreseata- 
tives  may  join,  (o  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
Doited  Stales  and  notify  bim  that,  unless  be  may 
hare  aof  further  communicaliona  to  make  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  tbey  are  now  ready  to 
adjoara. 
•OnltTtd,    That   the   Seorcluy  acquaiiK    ll|e 


Hon^  of  Representatives  therewith,  and  requeat 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  part. 

A  message  from'  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed'the  Senate  (hal  the  Honse  have  passed 
[he  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  lo  amend  the  charter  of  Qeorge- 
"liOWi>,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request 
Ibe  concurrence  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  th^  House  of  Representatives  to  Ihe  bill, 
eatitled  "An  ace  supplementary  lo  the  act,  enti> 
(led  'An  aot  to  amend  the  charter  of  QeorM' 
town."  Oit  motion  of  Mr.  Bbadlbt,  that  the- 
bill  and  amendment  be  postponed  to  the  next 
sesssioo  of  Congress,  it  was  determined  in -'the 
H^alife. 

On  mdtioD,  by  Mv.  Bkai>(.BY, 

Reaolvod.  That  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  said 
amendment. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLU  fr'bm  the.  committee,  reported 
that  i)iey  had  waited  oa  the  Piesideni  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  bad 
no  fbrthercommonicaiiops  lo  make  lo  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Ihe  Secretaiy  notify  the  House 
nf  Represeniativeit  chat  theSeoale  having  finish- 
ed the  business  before  (bem,  are  aboat  to  atijoaro. 

The  Secretary  having  performed  that  duty,  the 
Seaal^  adjourned  without  day. - 


■-.EXTRA   SESSION. 

The  Fretident  of  Ihe  Vaittd  Slata 

to ,  Smator  for  the  StcUe  of : 

Certain  matters  touching  the  public  good  Teq^nirihg 
that  tbe  8«nste  should  be  convened  on  Ssluidayi  the 
/bnrtb  day  of  March  neit,  jau  sie  desirsd  (o  attend  at 
the.  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  Citv  of  Waabingtsn,  on 
that  day ;  then  and  ibers  U>  dehberate  on  snch  com* 

unicsliona  aa  shall  bs  made  to  f  on. 

TB.  jpFPERSdN. 

WisBOBToa,  Dtc.  so;  IB08. 

SaTDBDAX,  March  4. 

In  conformity  with  (be  summoas' from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  the  Senate'a*- 
sembled  in  tbe  Cbamberof  the  House  ,of  Rep- 
resient^iives. 

PttseBNT: 

JoBN  MiLLEoOE,  from  the  Stale  of  Qem^ia, 
President  pro  tempore. 

Nicholas  QibMAN,  and  NmuH  Parker,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

TrHOTBY  PicKEHiHD,  iVom  MassaohuselU.    - 

Ohadncey  GoooRioH,  from  Connecticut. 

Elisb*  MATBBifsQH,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Stepheh  R.  BBAD):.BVi  from  Vermont. 

John  Shitb,  £rom  New  York. 

Aakok  KiToHEL,  from  New  Jer^y. 

AxDnaw  Gabaa,  from  Pennsylvania. 

James  A.  Batard,  from  Delaware. 

Pbilif  Reed,  from  Maryland. 

William  B.  OiLsa,  from  Virginia. 

Jahbs  Turner,  aind  JEasE  Franklih,  fioin 
North  Carolina. 
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Tbomas  Somteb,  aod  Joan  Gaillabd,  riom 
South  Carolina. 

William  H.  CBAWFOBt),  ftom  Georgia. 

BaoKiiEn  Tbruston,  and  John  Pope,  from 
Kentucky. 

Daniel  Shitb,  from  Tennessee. 

Edwabp  Timn,  from  OUo. 

John  Lambert,  appoiaied  a  Senator  bf  the 
Legislature  of  (he  Slate  of  New  ietsej  for  six 
vears,  and  Baudel  Suite,  appoinied  a  Seoaior, 
by  Ihe  Executive  of  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  at- 
teodeJ,  Rod  their  credeoiials  were  read. 

James  Llotd,  junior^  appoinied  a  Seoslor  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Masaaeh'usetti, 
attended,  stating  that  he  was  elecicd,iiut  not  in 
po^sesBJon'of  his  credentials.  .    ■ 

Joseph  AifOERfiDN,  from  the'Stale  of  "^eCiDes- 
■ee;  Ricbard  Bsent,  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia; Jambb  Hillhouse,  from  ih«  State  .of  Con- 
necticut;  Michael  Leib,  from  the  Slate  of  Peon- 
syWaoia;  Retdhn  J.  Meiob,  from  l-he  Stale  of 
Ohio;  JoKATHAM  RoBiKSOH,  from  the  Stale  of 
Vermont;  Samuel  White,  from  the  State  of 
Delaware,  severalty  attended. 

The  oath  required  by  law  was  administered  to 
the  Senators  above  mentioned,  in  the  six  years' 
class,  respectiveiy,  .except  to  Mr.  Bkent.  . 

The  pRBstDEHT  or  THE  Uhited  SfATEa  at- 
tended, and  cummunicaled  the  followijig  ' 


pT«Hi(ted,  to  aiprsH  the  piolbuad  improuioi 
ne  bj  the  call  of  mj  countrj''  to  tbs  atatioo,  to  the 
dntiea  of  which  I  ant  about  to  pledge  mjaclf  by  the 
moat  lolemn  of  sanctions.  Bo  duttnguishsd  a  mark. 
of  conGdenM,  proceeding  fram.  the  delibeiite  and  tran- 
qnil  soffiagB  of  a  free  and  virtuous  nation,  would,  un- 
der an;  circumstances,  havs  commanded  mj  gratitude 
mud  devotion,  as  nell  aa  filled  me  with  an  awful  sense 
of  the  tnut  to  be  assumed.  Under  the  ttriooa  circu  m- 
■tances  which  give  peculiar  solemnity  to  the  eiisting 
period,  I  feal  that  both  the  honor  ind  the  reiponiibility 
allotted  1«  me  are  ineipresaibly  enhanced. 

The  present  situation  of  the  *oild  is,  indeed,  with- 
out a  parallel,  and  that  of  oar  own  cotuitry  full  of  dif- 
Acoltiea.  The  pressure  of  theM,  too,  ia  the  more' 
sever^y  felt,  because  they  t^te  fallen  upon  as  at  a  mo- 
ment when  the  national  proaperily  being  at  a  hnghl 
not  beltiTe  attained,  the  contrast,  resulting  fVom  the 
change,  bu  been  rendered  the  more  gtrilcing.  UnllA 
the  benign  influence  of  nut  Hepublican  inatitottons, 
and  the  maintenance  df  peace  with  all  na^ona,  whilat 
•o'  many  of  them  were  engaged  in  lilooi^  and  waste- 
ful'wan,  the  fruits  of  a  just  policy  were  enjoyed  In.  an 
unrivalled  growth  of  our  faculties  and  reaoureea.  Proola 
of  this  were  sein  in  the  improvements  of  agiicnllnre  ; 
in  the  lacCBSsfiil  enterpTisee  of  commerce  ;  in  the  pro- 
greaa  of  mannfacturea  and  useful  vts,;  in  the  increase 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  use  made  of  it  in  re- 
dneing  the  pablicdebl;  and  in  the  valaable  works  and  ' 
eatabliahmenta  everywhere  multiplying  over  the  fiu:e 
of  ou;  land. 

It  is  a  pradoDS  reflection  that  the  transition  from  this 

Ciperoua  condition  of  our  country,  to  the  scene  which 
for  some  time  been  distressing  us,  ia  not  chargeabla 


on  any  aawarraniaUe  views,  not,  as  I  tmat,  on  any 

involuDlaiy  enora  in  the  public  councils.  IndulgiDg 
no  passions  which  trespsss  on  the  rights  or  the  repoaa 
of  otlief  nations,  it  hsa  bepn  the  true  glory  of  tile  Vai- 
tad  States  to  cultivate  peace  by  observing  justice  i  and 
to  entitle  themaclvan  to  the  letpccl  of  the  nations  »t 
war,  by  fullillingtheii  neutral  obligations  with  Ae  moat 
scrupulous  impartiality.  If  there  be  candor  in  Ihe 
world,  the  truth  ol  Iheae  sasertiona  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned ;  posterity,  at  least,  will  do  justice  to  them. 

This  unexceptionable  courae  could  not  avail  agaiiut 
the  iDJostice  and  violence  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 
Injheir  rage  against  each  other,  or  ivpelled  by  moia 
direct  motives,  principles  of  retaliation  have  been  intro- 
duced, equally  contrary  to  univaraal  reason  and  ac- 
knowledged law.  Haw  long  their  arbitrary  adicta  will 
be  continued,  in  spite  of  the  demoostration*  that  not 
evens  pretext  fbr  them  hsa  been  givenby  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  fair  and  liberal  attempt  to  induce  a 
revocation  of  them,,  cannot  be  anticipated.  Assuring 
myself,  ^Ihst,  under  every  vicisaitude,  the  determined 
Bpirit  and  uoitcd  councils  of  tlie  nation  will  be  Bsfe- 
guarda  to  ita  honor  and  its  esqcnlial  intereata,  [  repair 
to  Ihe  poet  assigned  nje  with  no  other  discouragement 
thfan  what  apringa  from  my  own  iuadequacy  to  its  high 
duties.  If  I  do  not  sink  under  the  miight  of  tbia  deep 
conviction,  it  is  because  I  find  snme  suppoit  in  a  ton- 
Bciousneas  of  the  purposes,  and  a  confidence  in  the 
principles  which  I  bring  with  me  into  this  arduous 

To  cherish  peace  and  friendly  iUtarcourse  with  all 
natioiis  having-  cotrespondent  dispoaitiona ;  to  maintain 
sincere  nentrality  towards  belligerent  nations ;,  to  pre- 
fer, in  all  casea,  amicable  discussion  and  teaaonabl* 
accorooiodation  of  differencea,  to  a  decision  of  them  bj 
an  appeal  to  arms;  to  eidude  foreign  intrigues  and 
(breign  partialities,  se  degrading  to  all  conntri^,  and 
ao  baneful  lo  free  ones^  to  foiter  a  s^rit  ef  indepen- 
dence, tao  just  to  invade  the  rights  of  others,  too  proad 
to  surrender  our  own,  too  liberal-to  indulge  uoworthj 
prejudices  ounelvea,  and  too  elevaled  not  to  look  down 
upon  them  in  others;  to  hold  the  union  of  the  States 
as  the  basiq  of  their  peace  and  happiness  ;  to  support 
the  Conatitutien.  which  is  the  cchient  of  the  Union,  ss 
well  in  its  limitations  as  in  its  authorities;  to  reapect 
tb^  rights  and  authorities  reserved  to  the  State*  and  to 
the  people,  as  equally  incorporated  with,  and  asaential 
to  the  success  or;  the  general  system;  to  avoid  the  slight-, 
est  interference  with  the  rights  of  conscience  or  ibe 
fiinctiousofietigion,  so  wisely  eiempted  from  dvil  juris- 
diction ;  to  preserve,  in  their  full  energy,  the  other  sal- 
utary proviaions  in  behalf  of  private  and  penonal  rights, 
and  of  the  freedom  of  tl^e  preas ;  to  observe  ecodomy  ia 
public  eipendilurea ;  to  liberate  the  public  resounlea  by 
an  honorable  discharge  of  the  public  dcbtt;  to  keep 
within  the  requisite  limits  a  atsnding  miiiury  force, 
alnsya  remembering  that  an  armed  and  trained  mi litisi 
is  the  firmest  bulwark  of  Heptiblics;  that  without  slanii- 
ing  afmiea  their  liberty  can  never  be  in  danger,  nor  with 
large  ones  safe;  to  promote,  by  authorized  mesne,  im- 
provements Griendly  to  agricuHnre,  to  manufacturea, 
and  to  external  as  well  as  internal  commerce ;  to  favor, 
in  like  manner,  the  advancement  of  sdence  and  the 
diffusion  of  infortuation,  as  the  best  aliment  to  true  lib- 
erty; to  carry  on  the  bnnevolent  plans  wbidi  have  been 
BO  meritoriously  applied  to  the  conversion  of  our  abori- 
ginal neighbors  from  the  degradation  and  wretchedness 
of  savage  life,  to  a  participation  of  the  improvement*  of 
which  the  human  mind  and  manners  are  ausccplibla  in 
a  civilised  atata^—as  &r  SI  aeiiti&ientB 
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Mch  >■  than  cut  aid  tlM  fnlfilmeDt  of  mj  dot;,  tfas; 
irill  be  a  raronrca  ifhich  cannot  fait  me- 
lt M  my  good  fbrtan^  moreoTCi,  to  haTe  the  path  in 
which  I  am  to  treail  lighted  b;  eiamplei  of  illnatrioua 
(errioa,  1111.11  Mfiillj  randered  in  the  moat  tijing  diffi- 
cnltH,  bj  tboae  who  have  marched  before  me.  Of  thoM 
afmjimmadiale  pradeceaKir  it  might  leut  become  me 


indM  lidi 


1  maj,  howflrar,  be  pardoned  lor 
ig  Ihc  tjmpathj  with  which  mj  heart  i*  Ail'i 
iid>  rsward  ha  ei^;«  in  the  bennliclioiis  of 


B  to  which  I  loot  for  the  aid«  vrhicb 
alone  can  suppljr  my  deGci«nciaa,  ii  ia  the  well-tn«d 
bitcUigeBCB  alid  virtas  of  tn j  bUaw-citiMU,  and  in  the 
f  rniim  b  of  llMiae  rcpraeDtiti|;  than  in  the  other  depart- 
menti  aaociated  in  the  care  of  the  national  intcTeita. 
Id  thne  nj  confidence  will,  nndar  STer;  dlEBcnltj,  be 
bM  plaeed,  next  to  that  which  we  hire  all  beeii  enconr- 
agedtofc«l  in  the  gnardianabip  and  gnidance  of  that 
Alm%hty  Being  whoae  pawor  regmlaba  the  dntinj  of 
nadoBa,  whose  blonnga  have  -been  ao  conapicaoudy 
daqmued  to  Ihia  riling  Republic,  and  to  iriinm  we  are 
boond  to  addreaa  our  dewat  gratititde  ibr  the  paat,  a« 
well  a>  ooi  ferrent  tapplicaliona  and  beat  hopea  for  the 

After  Vhieh,  the  oath  preurib«d  hy  law  was 
admiaiat«r«d  to  ihe  Prebioeht  op  tbe  United 
STATm^bj  the  Chief  Justice.   ' 

Tbe  PreaUeai  of  [be  United  Sut»  tben  retired, 
and  tbeSeoiie  repaired  to  tbeir  own  Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  ANOERaOH  and  Batabd 
be  a  eoliiiniilec  to  wait  oa  the  Preiidebt  of  the 
United  Sum,  and  noiiff  him  that  ibe  Ssoale  are 
lead*  to  receire  any  eommanicationi  that  he  may 
be  pteated  to  make  to  them. 

MoKDAT,  March  6. 

Prakcis  Ha lbon b,  appoJB ted  a  Senator  by  the 

Legtslatare  of  tbe  Suteor  Rhode  Ifland,  for  aix 


f  ean,  commencing  so  the  fourtb  inaiant,  attended, 
■□d  prodaced  bis  credentials ;  which  were  read. 

Tbe  credeaiiah  of  Richard  Brent,  appointed 
a  Baaaior  by  itie  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Vir- 
ginia, for  six  year^  commeaciDg  on  tbe  fourth 
instant,  were  read. 

The  oRth  required  by  law  was  adminisiered  to 
Mesar*.  Bbekt  and  Malboke,  reipecliTely. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson, 

Jtaolved,  Thatihe  Secretary  of  the  aenate  be 
authorized  iopay,ontoftbecoDtiageDtfundor(hu 
House,  to  George  Thontas,  Walter  Reynolds,  and 
Tobias  Simpson,  the  sum  of  ftfly  dollars  each,  in 
addition  to  their  annual  compenMtion. 

Mr.  Andgrsok  reported,  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  wailed  on  tbe  PreaidenI  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  who  informed  them  that  he  should  this 
day  make.a  communicaiion  to  tbe  Senate. 

Boon  arier,acomiauDiEattDn  was  received  A-om 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  Slates,  submitting 
Bundry  DomiDaEioiu  lo  office,  which  lyere  tnoatly 


Tuesday,  March  7. 

The  pREsiOBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  eom- 
mupication  from  Governor  Huntingdon,  enclos- 
ing a  resolution  passed  by  tbe  General  Assembly 
of  the  Stale  of  Obio,  appro* log  ibe  measures  of 
the  General  GoveromenC;  wbicb  was  read. 

After  tbe  conKJ  if  (ration  of  ExecutiTetHisineai, 
Messrs.  Batasd  and  Reed  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  ihe  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  bim,  that,  unless  be  may  have 
any  farther  communicitions  to  make  to  them,  the 
Senate  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.BAYABn  reported, from  tbe  committee, t hit 
they  had  waited  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  wb»  informed  tbem  ibal  be  bad  no  further 
comma ni cations  to  make  to  them.  Whereupou, 

The  Senate  adjoarned  without  day. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THS  SECOND  9GS8I0N  OF  THE  TENTH  CONQRESa,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 
WAaBINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  7,  IBOS. 


■  MoitDtY,  Norember  7, 1808. 

Tkb  beiof  the  i»Y  appointed  bv  la^  for  the 
neetiDzoflh^  preseat  session,  tbe  rollowiDi;  mem- 
bers ol  the  House  of  Re  presents  (ires  appeared 
ud  look  their  seats,  to  wit : 

PVtHn  Ntu!  Hampihire — Daniol  M.  Duiel),  Fnncii 
Gurdner,  lededuh  K.  Smith,  and  Cleoient  Storei. 

Fnm  JTauaciiufftr^EuikiFl  Bacon,  JuMpb  Barkar, 
OichBTd  Cook,  Richaii]  CutU,  Josiah  Deane,  William 
Ely,  kaiah  L.  Gnwa,  Daniel  TiAaj,  Ednard  8t.  Loe 
LivenaoTS,  Jonah  (tnincj,  Ebeaeur  Saafer,  WUIi^m 
BledmBD,  Jiba  Uphun,  and  Joaepb  B-  Vamiuii,  (the 
8p««k«r.) 

Fnm  Mludt  hhnd-lmi:  Wilboar. 

n«MB  ContueHeut — EpaphtoSttn*  Champion.  8am- 
Ml  W.  Dau,J<rfinDaTeaport,  jr.,  Jonathan  aMosdy, 
TiiQoth*  Pitkia,  jr.,  Lewis, B- otnrges,  aad  Benjamin 
TaUatige. 

Frtm  Ycraon/— Martin  Cbiltcndeii,  Janua  EUiot, 
and  Jama  Fmk. 

/>o«  Nan   York — John  BUke,  ji^-  John  Hutia, 
fteoben  Humphrejs,  William  Kirkpaliick,  GordoD  B. 
Momlbrd,  Samuel  Rikei,  Jolm  Ruaaall.  Pater  Swart, 
J^  Thompson,  James  I.  Van  Alan,  Kjllian  K.  Vi 
BanMelacr,  and  Daniel  C.  VeipUnck. 

Fmt  Nod  Jatey—AAtXi  Boyd,  William  Helms, 
loha  Lambert,  Thomas  Newbirid,  James  Sloan,  an^ 


Ftim  Ftttntyhonia — DaTid  Bard,  Robert  Brown, 
WillianK  KnJIey,  John  Heister,  William  Hoge,  Wil- 
liam MflBOT,  Daniel  tiDnlgomer?,  jr.,  John  Potter, 
Jskn  Pnttb,  John  Rsa,  Matthias  Richaidi,  John  Smilie, 
ib*Ml  a*ilh,  and  Rslnit  WEutehill. 

Ami  JbryJdnrf— CharUi  Oeldsboroagh.  WiHiam 
McCntay,  i<&i  Monttomerri-HirboUs  R.  Moore,  and 
AichibaUTaa  Horn. 

Fnm  Tirgima—BiamtAX  Basaett,  WUliam  A.  Bnr- 


Jamea  M.  Garttelt,  Petersm  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Giaj, 
David  Holmes,  lehu  G.  Jacksuo,  Joseph  Lewi^  jun., 
John  LoTc,  John   Morrow,   Thomas   Newton,  Ji ' 
Smith,  Abraham  THgg,  andiAleiander  Witson. 

Frvm  IrntucAv— Joseph  0esha,  BeiyaaiiD  Howard, 
and  Richard  M.  Johnson. 

i>om  Hirth  Carafin*— Willi  s  Alston,  jr.,  William 
BlacUedga,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Culpeper,  Nsth- 
iniel  Maoon,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  and  Richard  Stanford. 

From  Tmnriirr  finnrcr  W.  Uampbell,  John  Rhea, 
•nd  Jaae.  Wharton. 


From  South  C<»«£na— Lemnel  J.  Alston,  William 
Butler,  Jaaejdi  Calhoun,  John  Taylor,  and  Daild  R. 
Williams. 

i^Wm  Gfof^ia— William  W.  Bibb,  and  George  M. 
Tpotfp. 

Frot»  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 
FntmtkeXSMitnppi  Ttmlery — George Poindeiter, 
Detog^. 

'wo  new  members,  to  wit :  Natban  Wilson, 
irned  to  serve  in  this  Huuse  as  a  member  fbr 
New  York,  in  the  room  of  David  Thomas,  who 
bath  resigned  his  seat,  aad  Thomas  Obolbon,  jr., 
reiuroed  to  serTe  as  a  member  from  Virginia,  in 
the  room  of  John  ClBiborne,  deceawd  ;  appeared, 
pcoduced  their  credential*,  aad  took  their  seats 
[n  the  House. 

And  a  quorum,  consisting  ofn  majority  of  the 
whole  number,  being  present,  a  messajfe  was  re- 
ceired  from  the  Senate,  informing  the  House  that 
a  quorum  of  tbe  Senate  is  assembled,  and  teadv 
to  proceed  to  business;  tbe  Senate  hareappointed 
a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  with  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  oD'tbe  part  of  ihyi 
House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  bira  that  a  quorum  of  tbe  two 
Houses  is  B!3erobled.  and  ready  to  receire  any 
enmmunications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them. 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Gonsti- 
tation  of  tbe  United  Stales  was  then  administered 
to  Mr.  Nathan  Wilson  and  Mr.  Gbolsoi*,  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  accoidiog  to  lawv 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  ihem  that  a  quoctun  of  this  House  it 
assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed. to  business ;  and 
that  tbe  Clerk  of  this  Houce  do  go  with  the  said 
message.' 

The  Hoase  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolaiion 
of  the  Senate  for  the  appoiotmentof  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  tbe  two  Houses  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  ITnited  States  and  inform  him  that  a  quo- 
rum of  ths  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready 
to  receive  any  comTnunicaiion  he  majr  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them:  Whereupon,  the  House  affreed 
to  the  said  resolution;  and  Mr.  Macon,  Mr. 
Q,niNCT,and  Mr.McCiiEEBY,  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  their  part. 
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Mr.MACON,fromibe  joint  committ«eappoinled 
to  wait  OD  the  Presided  of  the  Uoiled  Slates,  and 
ioform  him  thai  a  qnorum  of  ibe  two  Houses  is 
assembled,  reported  that  the  commiltee  bad  pn- 
forraed  that  service ;  and  that  the  President  sig- 
nified to  them  he  tvould  pake  a  comniunication, 
in  Writing:,  to  this  House,  to-morrow  at  twekie 
o'clock,  by  way  of  Message. ' 

Od  ntoiioaofMr.  Smiue, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cauK 
the  meml>ers  to  be  furnished,  during  the  present 
tession,  with  three  newspapers  to  each  member, 
inch  as  the  members  shall  respectively  choose,  to 
be  delivered  at  their  lodgings  ;  and  ttiat  the  clerk 
b«  directed  to  procure  sUch  papers  from  anf  num- 
ber of  offices  thai  the  members  shall  elect:  pro- 
vided, the  expense  does  oov exceed  the  amount  of 
three  daily  neW8pa'per^ 

Aod  then  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  eleven  o'clock. 

Tdebdat,  November  8. 

Several  other  members  to,  wit :  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,JACC)BlticHyLSUB;fTom  Viivinia,  Matte ew 
CLAi,and  Waltbr  Joxbs  ;  and  from  South  Car- 
oiioa,  RoHCRT  Mabiok;  appeared, and  lookliieir 
seats  in  the  Houte. 

A  new  iaember,to  wit:  Samuel  Shaw,  returned 
to  serve  in  this  Houseas  a  member  from  the  State 
of  Vermont,  iu  the  roomof  James  Witherelt,  who 
has  resigned  bis  seat,  appeared,  produced  hii  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seal  in  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ibe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains, 
of  different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Con- 
gress for  the  present  session,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly;  to  which  ibey  desire  the  concurrem  '' 
the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  theforegoing 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houm  a  letter 
from  the  Qovernor  of  the  State  of  Penoiylvaoia 
enclosing  a  letter  to  him  from  Josepb  Clay,  thi 
Representative  for  the  district  composed  o{  ih(_ 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  cuunly  of 
Delaware,  in  Ibe  said  State,  containing  his  resig- 
nation of  B  seat  in  this  House ;  also,  a  proclama- 
tion of  the  said  Gorernor,  and  a  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Benjamin  Sat,  to  serve  as  a  member 
for  the  said  District  and  State,  in  the  room  of  the 
said  Joseph  Clay;  which  were  rejd,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  (he  House  a  letter 
from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represeolatives 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  accompanied  with  a 
memorial  of  the  said  House  of  Representalivea, 
praying  a  revision  and  amendment  of  the  la 
relating  to  thesaleof  [be  laodsof  the  United  Stat 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  instalments  due,  and 
become  due,  for  the  lands  porchased  by  seltli 
in  the  said  Territory  ;  also,  that  the  provisions  of 


Court  in  that  Territory,  may  not  be  enacted  ii 


r.  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned. — Reid 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

A  motion  wns  mpde  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennei- 
e,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  following  res- 

Retolvtd,  That  the  ordm  herato  iDbjoinad,  be  iimit- 
ed  among  the  rules  and  orders  of  Uiii  House  : 

Ordered,  That*  atanding  cfiinmitlee,  to  connatof 
one  member  (nun  each  State,  the  Rsprsseiitativca  or 
Reprenntativs  from  nhich  maj  or  ■hail  attend,  and  te 
be  styled  "the  Committee  of  Ihe  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,"  shall  b*  ajqwinted,  whoa*  dolj  it  shall  be  t* 
take  into  conaiderition  all  ^Uch  matlen  and  'things 
tBuching  the  Post  Office  and  Foal  Roads  of  the  United 
States,  as  shot]  be  pieaented,  or  (hall  or  ma;  conM 
in  questioD,  and  be  referred  Id  tbem  by  the  Houiet 
and  to  report  thereon;'  and  ilso  to  repalt  such  altera- 
tions and  AmeiHlmenti  to  the  laws  coacemiDgthe  Foal 
Office  and  Post  Roads  ai  may  become  aeemnzy. 

Tbe.mD[ioi]  was  read,  and  ordered^to  lie  on  the 
table. 

.    A  Message  was  received  froni  the  rBEaiDEHT 
or  THE  Uniteu  States. 

The  House  prqceeded  in  the  reading  of  the  said 
Message,  and  the  docamenls  which  accompanied 
the  same,  and  made  some  progress  therein;  when 
an  adjournment  was  called  for:  Whereupon,  the 
fkrther  reading  wai  postponed  untrl  to-marrow. 

[For  this  Message  ope  Senate  Proceedings,  of 
this  da(e,a>ife,  page  11.] 

STANDING  COMMITTEES, 

Tb«  following  Committees  were  appoiDted, 
agreeably  ui  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  vii ;  .  . 

Committee  of  Eltctioni — Mr.'Pi:4DLBT,  Mr. 
David  R.  Williams,  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Lambebt, 
Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Stcrqes,  and  Mr.  Elliot. 

Commiitetr^CSaimt—^r.  Holmeb,  MrJPiTKiit, 
Mr.  Seaveb,  Mr.  Jobhson,  Mr,  HoupaBcrs,  Mr. 
Bbowk,  and  Mr.  Butlbb. 

Oftnmittte  of  Commerce  and  MaK^acturet— 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  McCreebt,  Mr.  Gutts,  Mr. 
Marion,  Mr.  Daka,  Mr.  Mumfohd,  and  Mr. 
Porter. 

Committee  of  Way»  and  Meaiu — Mr.  Georcb 
WAaRiNoTaH  Campbell,  Mr.  Willis  Alstoh, 
Mr.  Eppbs.  Mr.  Suilib,  Mr.  TtLLiiAliaB,  Mi. 
FisK,  and  Mr.  John  Montoomgby. 

Committee  oh  Ike  Public  Lionda^Mr.  Jebemiak 
MoBRow,Mr.GooDWTN,Mr.  RasaSLJ.. Mr.  Boyd, 
Mr.  £lv,  Mr.  Bibb,  and  Mr.  Howard. 

Commillee  of  Seneal  and  Uafinithed  Buaiiiem 
— Mr.  Cloptoh.  Mr.  Van  Renbbblaer,  acd  Mr. 
Ddbell, 

Committee  of  Accoiml* — Mr.  Nicholab  R. 
MooBB,  Mr.  Stedhah,  and  Mr.  MrLNon. 

Ordered,  That  s  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  appointed,  pursuant  to  an  aiJitional 
rule  and  order  of  the  House,  agreed  to  aa  the 
twenty-seventh  of  January  last ;  and  a  coinmitlee 
was. appointed,  of  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Vam  Hobn,  Mr. 
Southard,  Mr.  BLACSLEiMa,  Mr.  Rea  of  Peon- 
sylvania,    Mr.    Lemdel    3-.  Albton,  mad    Mr. 
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Anoiher  member,  to  irii:  Robert  JEitxiNe, 
from  Penii9yl*BiriB,  appeared,  and  took  his  aeat  in 
the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  in  iheresdio^of  l|iedoeD- 
toent?  aceoiopiDying  ihe  Presidenl's  Messsge; 
which  beiog  concluded,  ODmoiion  of  Mr.DAWSON, 
ihey  were  referred,  together  wilh  ihe  Message,  to  a 
Commiitce  oftbe  Whole  on  the  aiaCe  of  the  Udiod, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  Ihe  question  as  M  ihe  ntfinber  to  be  printed, 
it  ms  mored  by  Mr.  Fisk,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
DiNA,  that  ten  thousand  copiea  he  printed.  .  Neg- 
atived by  a  considerable  raajgriiy. 

Five  Lhoasind  copies  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  HoDse  was  then  cleared  and  the  door? 
closed,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the  eonBdeutiel 
part  of  the  PresideDl'n  MesMfe. 

ADer  the  doors  were  opened,  a  resolution  yes- 
lenby  laid  on  the  tnhle  by  Mr.  Rrea,  for  appoint- 
ing a  Comtnittee  of  Pont  Offices  and  Post  Roada, 
lo  eoDsist  of  one  member  from  each  Slate,  was 
taken  np  and  agreed  to. '  The  following  ge'uile- 
men  compose  the  Cooimittee:  Mr.  Rhu  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Obeew,  Mr.  GbittgnDen,  Mr. 
D&tbhpout,  Mr.  .Stamporu,  Mr.  GALnooif,  Mr. 
Tboqp,  Mr.  Dbsha,  Mr.  Wbiterili.,  Mr.  New- 
BOi.i>.  Mr.  Vmplanok,  Mr.  Pnon,  Mr.  BtOreb, 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Mobrow,  Mr.  Qolimborooor, 
Mr.  Natbah  Wilboit,  and  Mr.  Wilbook.     , 

Tbdbbi>*s,  Noramber  lO. 

Several  other  members,  lo  Wit:  ^oid  Virginia, 
WtLwiN  Cabt  Nichouas  and  Jobn  Randolph  ; 
and  from  Nor.tti  Carolina,  Jaiie»  Hoclanoj  ap- 
peared, and.  took^heir  RcalB  io  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,    _   ■ 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  meniDrial  of  saadry  pro- 
prietors of  Waabingion,  relative  to  the  suMivis- 
ifm  of  squares  and  lots  in  tbc'Ssid  city,  and  admit- 
tioe  the  same  to  teeord,  presented  the  fourteenth 
of  March,  one  tbouiand  eight -hundred  and  six. 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  for-  the  Diatrjct  of 
Columbia. 

A  meange  from  the  Seoats  informed  the  Hous 
that  the  S«aaie  have  proceeded  to.ihe  appoiiii 
meat  of  a  Cbaplaio  to  CouKresa  for  ibe  present 
•essioD,  on  theit  pHt;  and  the  Reverend  Mr 
BixtoTT  hath  been  duly  elected. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  U>  tbi 
appointment  ofaCbspl/tin  lo  Congress,  for  tbi 
present  seuion,  on  the  part  of  the  Hpuse ;,  and. 
opoD  ezaminitig  the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the 
Totesof  tbe'whole  House  waa  found  in  favor  of 
the  Rev.  Obadiab  B.  Bbowm. 

Mr.  Poster  pm<enied  the  petition  of  anuipber 
of  merchants  of  PbiladClpbie.  praying  that  the 
bill  giving  an  exieniion  of  credit  ou  revenue  bonds, 
be  ameoded  so  as  t!>  include  bonds  giveo  for  du- 
lieaoD  goods  imported  since  the  passage  of  that 
law;  and  for  which  it  dacBDot  provide.— Referred 
to  the  Commitlee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 

Ur.  SoirraASD  presented  the  petition  of  Ste- 


phen Sayra,  praying  further  compensation  forser- 
-"""  rendered  (be  United  Slates  by  oegolialion 
:  north  of  Europe  ;  which  he  moved  to  re- 
fer I  o  theComniitieE  of  Claims.  The  moiion 
was  negtttired;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hou<B8, 
the  petition  was  rejected,  without  a  division. 

MOTION  TO  REPEAL  THE  EMBARGO.- 

Mr.  CniTTENDCN  said  he  rose  with  considerable 

iffidence  to  offer   to  ill e  House  a  resolution   on 

le  subject  of  the  embargo.    Haring  wiinessed 

the  fceliDgs  herelofore  Bxeiled   by  a  simiUr  pro- 

ion  at  the  last  session,  be  said  he  would  aa- 

gentlemen  that  he  had  no  object  in  view  but 

to  bring  ihe  subject  before  ihe  House,  and  excite 

a  fair  and  iiberBl  discussion.     He  hid  hoped  that 

the  situation  of  our  affairs  would  ere  this  have 

iiborized  the  removal  of  the  embargo.    Disap- 

linied  in  ibis,  he  feltii  a  duly  which  he  oqed  to 

s  constituents  and  to  the  nation,  lo  endeavor  to 

elicit  an  expression  of  ihe  opinioo  of  the  House, 

prevent  ruinous  speculations,  and  to  relieve  the 

nation    from  suspense.     The  measure  had    DOW 

been  in  OReralion  I^n  or  eleven  months,  and   he 

had  not  perceived  the  good  effects  resnlting  from 

it.     The  importance  ofihis subject,  its  ioteresling 

bis  constiiuenis,  who,  in  addition  to  the 

iuflerings,  had  the  extreme  morllfication 

of  beiog  represented  as  in  a  stale  of  insurrection, 

must  be  an  apology  for  his  coming  forward  at  this 

early  period  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo.     He 

then- offered  iRe  following  resolmion: 

Raolvtd,  That  the  act  pused  at  the  lut  sessioa  of 
Congreu  entitleil  *'An  act  Ilyiog  ansmtargo  on  all 
ihipa  and  veMels  in  the  ports  and  hailion  of  the  United 
States,  and^  the  several  acta  sapplsmeotar;  and  addi- 
tional IhcretOj"  ought  to  be  immediately  repealed. 

On  the  (juestion  whether  ihe  House  w>ll  agree 
o  coniiider  the  resolitiion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
iffirmative — yeas  83,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Yais— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Sijrwsll  BaMett,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  Junior,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Barwell,  William  BaUer,  George  W.  Campbell,  Epa- 
phroditns  Champion,  Maitin  Chittenden,  John  Cntpe- 
r,  itAm  Davenport, jnn.,  John  Danaon,  Jamea  Eluot, 
'illiaia  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Methack  Franklin,  Fran- 
Gardner,  James  M.  Gamstt,  Thomu  GhalMp,  jun., 


WiUii 


1  Helms,  William  Iloge,  David  Holmes,  Reu- 


kpatrick,  Joseph  Lewis,  jur 
ivard  St.  Los  Livermore,  Edward  Llojd,  John  Love, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mari<ai,  WUliam  McCreeij, 
William  HilBDr,*NicboIag  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moaety,  Gurdon  B.  Mumfbrd,  Thomaa 
Newbotd,  Thomai  Newtip,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
John  Forter,  John  Pugh,  Joaiah  Quincj,  John  Rea 
of  Fennsylvanra,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Bamuel- Hiker,  John  Riiasell,  Lemuel  Saivyer, 
SaiDDel  Bhiw.  Jamea  Bloan,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Sanrael  'Smith.  Henry  Southard, 
Ridiard  Stanfoid,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Slurgci, 
Peler  Swart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Tsjior,  John 
ThompROn,  Jabex  Dpham,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Archi- 
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bald  Vtn  Horn,  Dsnifll  C.  Verplanck,  Jr«e  WhailoB, 
Robert  Wbit«hi!l,  Inuc  Wilbo  jr,  and  Natbio  WiI>oi. 
NAIB—Williain  W.  Bibb,  TbomaB  Blnuat,  Adam 
Bojd,  Jomph  Calboiin,  Jobn  Cloplon,  Jotepb  Deeba, 
Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  and  Aleiandei  Wit- 
Mr.  Chittenden  ibea  moved,  ilut  it  be  re- 
ferred 10  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  UmoD,  to  whom  was  reknei 
(he  President's  Message. 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  objection  to  a  fair  discus- 
sion. If  the  laws  were  wrong,  and  productive  of 
DO  beneficJal  effect,  ibey  oDght  to  be  repealed. 
He  suggested  to  the  genilenian,  however,  the 
propriety  of  moving  a  reference  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  oilier  than  that  ou  the  sUte  of  the 

Mr.  Chittenden'  so  modified  his  motioQ.  and 
it  was  aereed  to  refer  the  resolation  to  a  Com- 
mittee or  the  Whole. 

On  the  question  for  wliat  day  it  should  be  the 
order,  Mr.  Chittenden  moved  to-taorrow. 

Mr.  Smicie  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  meet 
this  question,  but  not  at  so  early  a  period.  From 
the  general  state  of  our  foreign  relaiions,  he 
thourhi  the.  resoluiion  was  ill-timed.  What 
aoum  the  gentleman  mean  by  bringing  this  dis- 
tinct qaestion  now  before  the  House)  Does  be 
mean,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  mnEl  repeal  the  whole 
of  the  embargo  system,  and  substitute  nothing  in 
the  rooro  of  it?  Certainly,  if  his  intention  may 
be  judged  by  the  manner  in  which  the  subieci  is 
brought  forward,  he  means  this.  If  he  does, 'I 
wish  him  10  come  forward  and  tell  us  so ;  leil  us 
that  be  and  his  constituents  are  willing  to  pay 
(ribate  and  submit;  ibat  they  will  surrender  ihe 
independence  of  liieircountry.  Toconsidcr  this 
motion  now,  unless  a  substitute  for  the  embargo 
were  propoied,  Mr.  S.  said,  be  could  not  agree. 
He  therefare  mofed  that  it  be  made  the  order  i^f 
the  day  for  Monday  week.  In  the  meantime  he 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  President's  Message 
would  become  the  subject  of  consideration,  and 
the  House  would  be  prepared  to  say  what  course 
it  would  pursue. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  objected  lolhemodein  which 
Ihe  subject  had  been  no^r  introduced  ;  and  sug- 
gested that  it  would  hare  been  more-  respectful 
to  the  President  first  (o  have  considered  the  Mes- 
sage. But  since  the  gentleman  had  thus  brought 
forward  the  question  of  repealing  the  embargo 
law,  he  was  ready  to  meet  him  on  his  own  ground 
to  morrow.  He  Irasled  it  would  (hen  be  seen  in 
what  quarter  and  from  whom  the  opposition  lo 
the  execution  of  the  measure  had  arisen,  and  the 
desire  for  its  removal  now  proceeded. 

Mr.  Dasa  presumed  the  genlleman  from  Ver- 
moDI  was  perfectly  competent  lo  show  the 'mo- 
lives  of  his  actions  and  the  object  he  had  in  view 
wiibout  the  assistance  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  Really,  commencing  the  public 
business  in  this- manner  did  pot  bode  auspiciously 
to  its  progress.  As  a  reason  for  now  bringing 
this  subject  forward, Mr.  D-.  reminded  gentlemen 
of  a  fact  which.ia  the  fulness  of  their  zeal  they 
seemed  wholly  to  hava  overlooked— that  tfae-sea- 


WDuLd  be  locked 
up.  If  the  embargo  was  to  be  removed  at  all,  it 
was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  should  be 
done  promptly  ;  that  it  should  be  decided  within 
a  fortnight  from  this  lime.  And  whether  it 
should  be  removed  or  inot,  it  was  of  importaucc 
to  know  the  opinion  of  this  body.  Need  4[entle< 
men  now  be  told  that  ia  Blmost  all  the  pom  of 
the  Union  vessels  we  re 'preparing  for  seai  That 
some  had  even  bent  their  ^ils;  many  having 
taken  cargoes  on  board?  These  now  remainu 
in  a  slate  of  suipenss,  and  a  state  of-  aas^ent* 
always  gave  birth  to  perpetual  speculations.  Ts 
.put  a  stop  to  these  speculations,  it  waa  necesatrr 
that  a  decision  of  the  question  should  be  bad. 
How  it  should  be  decided  at  the  present  time 
Mr.  D.  said  he  did  not  undertake  totay.^The 
people  should  know,  as  soon  as  practicable^  cm* 
sistently  pith  the  decorum  of  Legislative  delib- 
eration, the  decision  of  the  House. 

As  to  ihe  question  asked  by  the  gentlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ssiilig,)  as  to  paying 
tribute,  and  as  to  the  gentleman  who  proposed 
the  [esolution  being  willing  to'pay  tribute — if  the 
gentleman  wanted  to  know  the  spirit  of  Vermont, 
Mr.  D.  referred  him  to  the  history  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Let  ibe  genlleman  sec  if,  for 
her  numbers,  anv  other  Slate  gave  the  enemy 
more  bloody  battles.  Lei  him  then  supMse  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  to  differ  from  lae  man 
of  hia  fellow-citizens  whom  he  represents.  Mf. 
D.  censured  these  insinuations  as  indeeoroniin 
the  extreme.  Mr.  D.  said  Ihe  present  motion  led 
to  a  question. of  serious  moment ;  and  when  they 
came  lo  a  decision  of  it  ha  wished  i(  to-be  done 
by  comparing  their  opinions  fairly,  frankly,  and 
decisively,  if  nec^sary ;  and  that  they  might 
unite  in  taking  'the  course  which  would  beat 
maintain  the  fights  and  preserve  the  honor  of  iha 
nation.  On  the  question  of  the  raising  ofthc 
embargo,  it  was  necessary,  however,  ifTal  there 
should  he  ap  authoritative  decision  one  way  or 

Mr.  Elliot  said  it  might  for  aught  he  knew  be 
considered  disrespeclTul  to  the  Presidrat  to  urge 
the  immediate  agitation  of  this  momentoas  qoe*- 
tioD ;  but  if  it  were  so,  a  forbearance  fiom  so 
doing  on  that  accoiint  wo^d  be  a  respect  iacon- 
sistcnt  with  the  independence  of  seniimeni  which 
elevates  and  warms  the  character  of  an  iodepen- 
denl  people.  He  had  read  somewhere  io  the 
works  of  celebrated  newspaper  civilians  of  this 
country,  that  "  oppagnation  "  or  even  disresped 
were  treasonable  offences.  He  hoped  no  gentle- 
men here  meant  to  idvarice  the  dociKne  thai 
disrespect  partakes  «f  the  nature  of  treason. 

Mr.  E.  (hen  spoke  of  a  resolnlion  .which  he  had 
intended  to  have  offered,  and  which  he  described, 
as  leading  to  an  inquiry  into  the  mode  in  which 
the  embargo  law  had  been  executed. 

NotwiibstaoiUng  the  insinuation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Alston,)  which 
no  one  could  mistake,  notwithstanding  whole 
'  volumes  of  newspaper  denunciatioa,  Mr.  Elliot 
.  said  be  tret&hled  not  for  the  character  of.  Ver- 
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mont.  The  great  )x)df  of  the  people  of  Vermoot,- 
thougk  hostile,<E  be  Brmly  believed,  to  the  trbole 
sTtiem  of  the  embargo,  had  maaifesied  a  degree 
of  patriousm  that  naJ  not  been  eiceeded  iff  any, 
they  bad  nererfai^,  whea  called  upoo,  to  march 
to  ihe  froDiiers  aad  enforce  ihoae  laws  which 
thcT  dinpproTed. 

He  thought  it  due  to  the  character  of  the  na- 
tion to  iurestigateihis  subject  i  the  cOnstiimioO' 
«lii]r  of  the  laws,  the  propriety  of  their  coaiiDU- 
aoct^  the  msnner  gi  which  they  bad  beeii  carried 
isio  executioD,  acyl  the  manner  in  which  they 
bid  been  evaded..  Whilst  he  did  not  wish  tii 
precipitate  the  discussion,  much  less  the  decision, 
yet  he  ihoucht  ibe  day  mentioned  by  the  geutle- 
mas  from  PenDsslTania  wis  too  distaot-  The 
people  bad  cei|aiii{y  looked  forward- to  the  meet- 
ing of  Coagre&s  with  considerable  ^licitude,  as 
much  excited  hy  the  embargo  syalem  as  bv  the 
siiuaiioQ  of  our  foreign  affairs.  The  people  of 
the  United  States,  (said  be])  do  opt  believe  that 
tbcf  are  called  npoo  to  deeide  lieiween  the  'en- 
hargo  or  war.  We  who  ori^nally  opposed  the 
embargo  lawj  believing  that  it  would  oe  rainoui 
10  the  nalioo,  are  under  no  obligation  to  propose 
the  aubstitale  whitb  is  called  for,  aod  which  we 
woald  have  pro poftd,' though  it  would  .mot  have 
beea  adopted,  bad  ^ot  the  embargo  been  put  into 
operation.  Mr.  E^apologized  for  his  warmth  ou 
this  subject  by  all^ag  the  seasibility  he  had  felt 
at  (he  allusion  of  tlw  gentlemau  from  Nor' 
Carolina.         . 

Mr.  Alston  ex {dained. that  he  had  not  said  __ 
meant,  that  it  wou^  be  seen  from  "what  quarter 
d  the  Union"  op^rasiiion  came. 

Mr.  Macok  could  see  bo  adrfu)ia|;e  in  ) 
pnniiiga  decisioa  of  the  question,  being  himself 
readjT  \»  meet  it  at  any^ moment.  The  very  pro- 
poaiiion  of  the  leaoluiioa  would  .excite  all  tl|e 
attention  of  the  s^poris,  and  awaken  all  their 
anxiety.  He  tbougbt  it  out  of  order  now  to  dis- 
eosa  themerits  of  (be  question.  >    - 

Mr.  Tboop  said  he  felt  himself  lound  at  all 
times  to  treat  with  the  greatest  delicacy  all  mo- 
tions and  propositions  -of  '^n  o'rdinaFy  oaiure. 
But  there  were  tim^s  ia  which  his  feelings  co~ 
pelled  him  to  depart  from  the  ordinary  role.  Ti 
was  one.  He  bad  joted  agaiast  the  cousiderati 
of  the  leaolotion  because  .he  would  rejeici,  with 
that  indignitjr  which  it  deserved,  an  abstract  pro- 
position'at  this  tioie  to  remove  the  embargo;  and 
becanse  he  thought  a  prompt  rejection  would 
mark  to  the  foreign  world  the  temper  of  Ihe 
country.  He  su^ested,  nioce  it  was  to  be  dis- 
cussed, that  tbe  diAiussion  should  be  postponed  a 
while  until  timq  wps  gireu  to  digest  the  volumi- 
Doas  iDsssof  docomeats  laid  before  tbeio.  For 
ID  these  document^  were  coninined  the  best  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Effbs  was  willing;  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
comtoitmeai  of  the  motion;  but  did  not  wish  tbe 
delusion  under  which  some  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  , States  labored  shonld  longer  con- 
tiaa«.  He  wished  them  to  understand  vbat 
course  would  be  pursued.  If,  said  be,  it  be  tbe 
opiniou  of  tbe   itepmcuiaiive*  of  ite  oation 


that  the  embargo  should,  be  taken  off,  and  no 
other  measure  subitimted,  tbe  majority  governs 

a  Republic,  and, I  should,  with  every  good  citi- 

■a,  (.ubmit  to  its  decision  ;  but  [■  should  ^rer 
feel  for  the  eternal  disgrace  of  that  oation  of 
which  I  should  then  feel  it  a  misfortune  to  be  a 
member.  As  it  is  my  opinion  that  should  the 
embargo  be  raised,  other  measures  ought  to  be- 
adopted,  whether  1  meet  with  the  support  of  tho 
House  or  not,  1  will  at  least  evince  to  the  people 
whose  representative  I  am,  that  f  will  not  submit 
to  Britisb  or  French  tyranny,  bu(  hand  down  to 
their  posterity  unimpaired  inat  Hberty  which 
their  forefatbers  so  uobly  achieved. 

Mr.  E.  tkenproposed  the  following  resolutioiu, 
as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Chittendeh'b  motion  i 

"  Rtmhed,  T^iat,  ftom  and  after  the day  of 

neit,  ail  iolarcouraa  betwe^  the  United  atates 

and  Great  Biitaia,  its  islands  and  dependuides,  ought 
to  cease  and  determine. 

f  Eaolved,  That,  from  and   afUi  the day  Of 

Mxt,  all  kilsroionM  betwesn  the  United  Blatae 

and  France,  its  islands  and  dependandes,  ou^t  to 
cease  and  determiDe. 

"  Retobfpd,  That  provinon  ought  -to  be  made  by 
law  for  arming  and  .equipping  for  immediate  semea 

thousand  militia,  in  addition  to  the  force  already 

aotharized  by  law." 

The  Speaker  informed  Mr.  £fpeb  that  these 
could  hot  be  received  while  another  question  was 
pending,  and  Mr.  £.  withdrew  them  for  the 
present. 

Messrs.  BtJkCKLEDOB,  Cloptoh,  and  O.  W. 
C^iiFBELL,  declared  themselves  positively  op- 
posed to  the -motion  in  its  pt«sant  abstract  form. 
Their  observations  were  of  the  same  tenor  as 
tbosBof  Messrs.  Smilig,  Troup,  and  Eppes. 

Messrs.  Cook  and  Cuttb  spoke  in  favor  of  an 
immediate  c on s'jde ration  of  the  subject,  from  its 
importance  to  the  mercantile  interest. 

The  resolution  was  then  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next;  a  motion  for  postponement 
until  Monday  week  having  been  negatived. 


Mr.  Elliot  offeted  the  following  resolution: 
'  Eaalved,  That  the  Bemetary  of  tbe  Tccuaiy  be 
ilireoted  to  lay  befbra  (hi  House. of  RapreieDtativea 
copies  of  all  instructieos  which  have  been  transmitted 
by  liim  to  tbe  oiJloclers  of  the  revenue  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  United  Stales,  in  relation  to  tho  eiecation 
of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  opou  all  ships  and  vee- 
aeU  in  the  ports  and  harbon  of  the  United  states,  and 
tbe  sBTBril  acts  supplementary  and  additional  thereto. 

Mr.  Glliqt  observed,  that  as  his'sole  object 
was  to  obtain  information,  he. presumed  no  ob- 
jeciion  could  be  made  to  the  resgluliun. 

Mr.  QuiHcv  said  it  eeriajniy  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  make  «Dy  objection  to  tbe  resolution, 
on  the  contrary,  be  was  happy  ihat  it  had  beeit 
-brought  forward.  His  mind,  had  been  turned  to 
the  same  subject,  and  lie  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man  from  Vermont  whether  his  resolution  com- 

Erised  all  the  ififormaliou  which  might  be  desira- 
le.    Mr.  CU  said  for  bimKetf  be  should  wish  t* 
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we  all  [Fie  tnstructioni  given,  not  ooly  by  the 
SecreEary  of  the  Treaauryj  bul  by  any  head  of 
aay  Ucpanment,  to  any  civil  or  military  officer, 
touchini;  the  embargo  law.- 

Mr.  Elliot  said  that  all'the  objects  which  hi 
had  in  vien  would  be  answered  by  the  resolotiol 
U  it  DOW  stood.  The  calling  for  such  a  maai  o 
matter  might  delay  the  prodoction  of  (he  part 
wbicb  be  viahed  imolediaiely  to  obtain.  '~ 

Mr.  Love  thousht  that  the  calling  for  these  i: 
stcuctions  would  be  an  aisamption  by  the  Legi 
laiitre  of  the  functions  of  a  department  with 
nbicb  loey  had  no  connexioD.    Tbeir  business 
wastoeoact  laws;  the  executioQ  of  th one  laws 
was  confided   to  another  department.     If  there 
had  been  an  infraction  of  tbe  Consuiutjon 
laws  by  ibai  department,  there  waa  a  Consti 
lional  mode  of  redress.  ' 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  as  ibe  resolution 
went  to  call  for  inforraatioo,  he  felt  solicitous  to 
enlarge  Jts  scope  by  an  amendment  which  be  held 
in  his  hand.  [Mr.  Elliot  said  be  had  no  objec- 
tion to  such  an  amendmeni.J  Mr.  W.  said  the 
gentleman  pethapa  might  not  approve  of.  the 
amendment  wh«a  ha  heard  it  read.  It  wa 
these  Words: 

"Also,  as  ftr  as  practicihle,  tbe  name*  and  places  of 
MHidmce  of  sDch  persons  ashaie  been  dalecled  ji 
Isting  the  ambargo  laws." 

Mr.  Elliot  consented  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  on  the  general  merits  of  the 
resolution,  baring  ioforraation  for  its  object,  lie 
should  not  suppose'  that  it  was  so  Tci)reheiiaible 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (->.;  Covb) 
seemed  to  think  it.  They  were  placed  in  a.i  lii- 
fortunaiesituaiioo  indeed  if  they  could  oeTeranii 
for  iaformatioo,  except  tbey  would  first  accuse 
some  one  of  the  DepBrimenis  of  misconduct. 
He  really  hoped  ibe  Eeotleman  did  not  wish  tbem 
to  become  accusers  before  they  bad  informa'tioo 
on  which  an  accusation  could  be  formed,  or  lo 
prefer  complaints  before  they  Icoew  of  what  to 
complain.  - 

Mr.  Love  said,  as  he  understood  thei^esoluiion, 
it  stood  on  the  broad  ground  of  an  inquiry  into 
the  manaer  in  which  the  laws  had  been  executed, 
and  that  it  was  travelling  ont  of  tbeir  province. 
Me  was  not  opposed  la  receiving  ioforTttatioa  ; 
but  he  could  not  see  how  juriatlictioo  on  this 
sabject  could  be  assumed  by  Congress.  Would 
tbey  pass  a  law  declaring  void  instruciioas  which 
had  been  given  7  No.  If,  then,  tK>  use  could  be 
made  of  information  when  received,  he  could  not 
see  why  it  should  be  required.  He  wished  the 
genllenian  to  explain  his  object. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia 
seemed  to  abject  to  tbe  motion,  first,  because  he 
wisbed  to  hear  it  dilated  on,  and  secondly  to  know 
the  object  contemplated  by  it.  I'hougii  perhaps 
not  so  much  in  the  habit  of  dilnling  as  tbe  gen- 
lleman  from  Virginia,  he  would  explain  bis  ob- 
ject, and  before  the  subject  was  dismissed,  there 
would  probably  be  dilatation  sufficient  on  ii.  He 
hoped,  notwithstanding  the  alarming  doctrines  of 
late  advancfd  in  regard  to  motions,  that  no  een- 
tteman  would  ever  rise  on  this  floor  to  make  a 


e  obiec 
to  deelare  ancf  defend, 

A  great  number  of  facts  (said  Mr.  B.)  have 
been  slated  to  me  from  variqus  quarters  in  rela- 
liOD  to  tbe  execution  of  the  several  embargo 
laws.  Indeed,  I  have  eolleeled  almost  enough  to 
fill  a  volume,  which  have  left  in  my  mind  not  a 
particle  of  doubt  that  the  Coostiintioo  and  laws 
have  been  almoat  daily  violaled^  in  the  execution 
of  the  embargo  laws',  and  somelimes  in  the  most 
flagrant  manner.  These  facts  1  will  hereafter 
slate  to  the  House.  It  is  not  lo  be  presumed, 
however,  because  ihe  Constiiution  and  the  laws 
hdve  been  violated  b^subordiuale  officers,  whe- 
ther civil  or  military,  that  these  violations  have 
been  authorized  by  the  Executive.  1  will  not 
piesnme  it ;  I  have  no  right  lo  do  stS  ;  nor  dors 
the  resolulion.  But  I  think  it  very  proper  that  it 
should  be  asceriaihed  whether  the  officers,  in 
these  violations  or  supposed  violations  of  the 
Coostitntion  and  laws,  are  or  have  not  been  au- 


sfaall  appear  that  the  stat#aieiits  which  I  have  re- 
ceived on  these  subjects  ate  erroneous;  that  the 
Executive  ha^  not'  authorized  the  commission  of 
these  yioiaiiOns  wbicb  hare  been  stated  to  me;  I 
shall  certainly  have  nothing  of  which  to  accuse 
the  Executive.  And  if  it  shall  even  appear  that 
the  Executive  has  gone  further  than  be  should, 
it  will  not  fuljow  that  it  will  be  either  my  duty 
or  disposition  lo  move  an  impeachment.  Cer- 
tainly the  Executive  officer  is  liable  to  errors  of 
judgment;  he  may  have  misinterpreted  bis  att- 
ihonry,  and  thus  have  led  to  violations,  without 
nny  corrupt  intention.  I  have  staled  in  the  most 
explicit  manner  my  object:  I  mean  not' to  im- 
peach the  head  of  the  Executive  or  any  other 
jjeparlment;  for  I  know  not,  officialli/.  where,  in 
any  one  iostance,  orders  have  been  issued  which 
amount  to  B  violation  of  the  Constiiution  or  laws. 
Alihongh  I  have  not  dilated  so  much' as  the  gen- 
tleman could  wish,  he  must  be  convinced  of^the 
proprfeiy  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  LovK  said,  since  the  genileman  had  ex- 
plained hia  object,  he  would  withdraw  bis  oppo- 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  wished  the  resolulion  to 
lie  on  Ibe  table  till  lo-mofrow,  to  give  time  for 
further' consideratioii.     He  bad  no  objection   to 

calling  for  information  when  necessary,  though 
hejnusisay,  that  had  any  persons  suffered  by  vio- 
lations of  the  ConstilQiiop  and  laws,  under  pre- 
tence of  carrying  them  into  efiect,  they  had  their 
remedy  in  a  eourtol'justice,  against  the  individual 
officer  perpetrniing  tbe  ofience.  '^Vhen  brought 
io  irial^  the  ollicer  would,  in  defence,  produce  ihe 
authority 'upon  which  he-acted.  That  authority 
would  be  the  insiruciions  to  which  ihc^geDileman 
alluded ;  which  would  then  properly  besubiected 
to  a  judical  decision  on  their  coDstitulianarity  or 
legality,  and  the  party  injured  thus  obtain  his 

lie  resolulion  was  then,  with  th^  consent  of 
Mr.  Blliot,  ordered  to  lie  on  tfas  tuble. 
Mr.  Eppbs  now  moved  Ibe  resolations  given 
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Two  other  menit>er!>,  to  wit:  from  Massaohu- 
Ktii,  Saxdel  TAQQARTi  BDd  ffom  Marjrlaod, 
JoBR  Caupsbllj  appeared,  a d[]  took  their  seals 
ID  the  House. 

A  new  nemberj  to  wit :  Richabd  S.  Jacebon. 
returned  lo  serre  m  thia  House,  as  a  member  for 
the  Stale  of  Rhode  Islaud,  in  the  room  of  Nehe- 
miah  Kaight  dereased,  appeared,  produced  hi* 
credentials,  was  qualiSed,  and  took  bis  seat  io  tbr 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Litebmore,  the  House 
came  to  the  followiilg  resoi^iiou  : 

Raehtd,  That  the  Committea  of  Commerce  and 
MaDn&ctoraa  be  iiutnicted  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
&ni7  of  rebuilding:  two '  ligfat-baosei  on  Plumb  la- 
IumI,  ■!  the  nionth  of  Merrimack  river,  in  the  Bute 
of  M—acbn«elt» ;   and  that  thej  report  bj  bill  or 


BRITISH  ORDERS  AND  FRENCH  DECREES. 
Mr.  BoRWELL  offered  the  following  resolation  f 
"Eetobed,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Slatea 
ke  zeqneried  to  lay  before  this  Honee  copies  of  the  act 
gr  mcU  o!  Pariiamsnt  of  Oieet  Britain  curTing  the 
Ordan  in  Coimcil  of  the  11th  Navember,  1807,  into 
efied  ;  and  ■]»  an  act  piadng  the  commerce  orAmer- 
ica  in  Enghth  nHts  upon  the  footing  ef  the  moat  fk' 
Tored  nationa. 

Hr.  B.  aaid  he  had  oerer  met  with  the  docu- 
ments here  referred  to.  He  thought  it  rerf  im< 
portanl  that  the;  ishould  be  before  the  House  &nd 
the  nation,  that  the^  might  know  precisely  the 
dniiet  imposed  on  Araericau  commerce  }  and  par- 
tieularljr  that  they  ought  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
act  placing  this  country  ou  the  footing  of  the  most 
favored  nation,  that  it  might  be  seen,  lu  carrying 
ihetrowa  produce  to  Qreat  Britain,  what  immense- 
adrantag«  was  given  lo  .America.  If  he  was  not 
mistaken,  saeh  was  the  advaolage  that  the  British 
meiehaat  might  pnydouble  the  freight  for  Amer- 
ican produce  to  be  exported  in  British  vessels, to 
Boglaiul,  which  an,  American  raerchaot  would, 
RJnTyet  reap  donbte  the  pro&t  to  ht  made  on  the 
suae  produce,  if  carried  id  American  vessels.  '  It 
was  in  this  view  he  thought  (he  production  of 
these  papers  important,  and  to  bare  considerable 
bearing  on  the  question  of  our  foreign  relations, 
which  nad  been  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 


oftdar  next. 
Ur.  6.  W.  C 


^  Campbell,  said  he  wai  willing 
*M  all  the  act*  alluded  to ;  but  he-  believed  ibey 
V0«  ao  DUtneroua  and  so  contradictory  in  tt 
nature,  that  it  would  require  all  the  skill  and 
geouiiyofthe  House  to  discover  the  extent  of 
iheir  operation,  or  lo  defiue  what  would  be  tht 
practice  under  them. 

Mr.  BoBWELi.' a  resolution  was  adopted  with oui 
a  diviiion;  but  a  short  lime  afterwards  rescioded 
OD  motion  of  Mr.  Macot*,  seconded  by  Mr.  Q.uiN' 
c7,  with  the  eonsent  of  Mr.  Bdbwell,  and  the 
foil jwing  resolution  adopted,  giving  mi^e  latitude 
to  the  call  for  papers: 

10th  Con.  Sd  Sssa.— IS 


Stsohcd,  That  the  President 'of  the  United  etatas 
baTeqneated  to  lay  before  lhi«  House  copies  of  all  acta, 
decrees,  orders,  sjid  proclamations,  affecting  the  fom- 
merdal  rights  of  neuCrat  nations,  issued  or  enacted  by 
Great  Britain,  and  France,  or  any  other  belligerent 
Power,  lince  the  year  1791 ;  and  also  a^  act  placing 
the  commerce  of  America  in  English  porta  open  the 
footing  of  the  most  tavored  nations." 

In  advocating  the  above  resolation,  Mr.  QniN- 
□T  expressed  bis  wish  to  have  all  these  papers, 
that  it  might  be  clearly  understood  which  Power 
had  commenced  the  system  of  violations  of  neu- 
tral commerce. 

'  In  discussing  the  terms  of  the  resolutioo  Mr.  J. 
G.  Jackboh  took  occasion  la  observe  that  the  pre- 
cise  words  were  immaierial ;  for  that  every  edict 
violated  whieh  affected  neutral  commerce. 

Messrs.  Bdrwell  and  Cottb  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  President  with  the  above 
reaotutiOQ. 

EMBARGO  LAWS. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Jacebon  said,  in  order  to  meet  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  (.Mr. 
Cbittekden)  of  yesterday,  be  would  offer  lo  the 
House  the  foUowmg  resolutions ; 

"Suohed,  That  provision  ought  lobe  made  bj  law 
for  mote  eSectuall;  carrying  into  elocution  the  leTeral 
embargo  laws. 

"  Re»ohtd,  That  no  Teasel  shall  be  allowed  to  depart 
from  one  port  to  another  of  Ibe  Unitsd  States  that  doea 
not  with  her  cargo  whollj  belong  to  a  citizen  or  catiieu 
ofthe^United  Statee,  and  be  navigated  solely  by  citiiana 
thereof." 

Mr.  Jackson  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose  now 
to  discuss  the  propriety  of  their  adaption  or  the 
priaciples  contained  in  ihem ;  but  be  moved  their 
reference  to  the  same  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  for  repealing  the  embargo 
laws— ^wfaich  was  agreed  to.      -      . 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

-  On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Camj-bbll,  the  Hooae 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  [he  state  of  theUnioa.Mr.  MAOONin  theChair. 

-  Mr  Campbell,  alter  observiog  that  it  appeared 
proper  that  the  several  subjects  contained  in  the 
President's  Message  should  be  referred  to  the  coa- 
sideration  of  co[ll'miltee^  oQered  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  severally  agreed  to  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  without  .a  division,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House: 

1.  Rttolved,  Thalsomuchof  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  lo  our 
relations  with  foreign  Powers,  be  referred  to  a  ae- 
lect  committee, 

2.  Beiolwd,  That  so  much  oflhe  Message  oC, 
the  President  of  the  Uaited  States  as  relates  to 
fertifieations  for  the  security  ef  the  seaport  towns 
and  harbors,  be  referred  lo  aaelect  committee. 

3.  JRetolved,  That  so  much'  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relatea'to 
our  Military  aAd  Naval  Estahlishments,  be  refer- 
red 10  a  select  committee. 

4.  Retotvtd,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the-Preaideat  oflhe  United  States  as  relates  le  r«^ 
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TitJDg  and  improTiDg  the  nilitik  lyaleia  of  (hi 
United  Stales, be  referred  toaselecl  commiuee. 

&.  Re9olped,  That  so  much  of  the  MesMge  oF 
the  PresidcDt  of  the  Uniied  Siaiei  as  relates  to 
the  dispo^ilian  of  surplusage  of  ogr  revenue,  to 
iiupTOVeiitntB  of  roads,  canals,  and  rirers,  b« 
ferred  to  a  select  committee. 

6.  Raolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  iheUoited  States  as  relates  to  ea- 
couraeiDg  aud  promoliog  imerQil  manufactures, 
be  referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

7.  Raolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates 
our  finances,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Geobcb  Wasrington  Civpbell,  Mr. 
MioaoLSON,  Mr,  MusiroSD,  Mr.  Fiai,  Mr.  Cham- 
fioh,  Mr.  John  Mohtoomeby,  Mi*.  Bacon,  Mr. 
Tavloh,  and  Mr.  PoTTEB,vvere  appointed  acom- 
niilee,  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Blodnt,  Mr.  Bdrwell,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr. 
OoLDSBOHOuoH,  Mr.  RiKEB,  Mr.  Jedediah  K. 
Smitb,  and  Mr.  Thoof,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, pursuant  to  ihf  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr,  Djlwbon,  Mr.  Tallmadoe, 
Mr.  HowABn,  Mr.  Storer,  Mr.  Bdtleb,  and  Mr. 
ShaWj  were  appointed  a  commitiee,  purEuani  to 
the  third  resoftiiion. 

Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Clait,  Mr.  Pindlby,  Mr. 
Ddbell,  Mr.  Cbtts,  Mr.  Stdhoeh,  and  Mr. 
JoBNSON,  were  apppoinled  a  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  fourth  resotuiion. 

Mr.  Ranbolpa,  Mr.  Q.cincy,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Kibe  PATRICE,  Mr.  Lahbebt,  Mf.  Sawver,  and 
Mr.  Dehha,  were  appointed  a  committee,  pursu- 
ant to  the  finh  resolution. 

And  OD  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday.   . 

Monday,  NoferobeF  14. 

Seteral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York.  J  OBI  A  R  Masters;  froin  Maryland,  Philip 
B.  Key;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Thouab 
Kenan  ;  appeared  and  took  their  seals  in  the 
Honse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  proposed  by  him  on  the 
tenth  instant,  which  lay  on  the  table;  and  the 
same  being  again  read,  was.  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fallows : 

Rtmlvtd,  Thst  the  Secretary  of  the  Trsuury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  HoiMS  orBepresenUtiTcs,  copies 
of  dl  the  iiMtruFtions  nbich  have  been  transmitted  by 
him  to  the  Collecters  of  the  Revenue  and  other  ofiicen 
of  the  United  States,  in  letatian  to  the  eiecution  of  the 
act  IsyinE  an  embargo  upon  ill  ships  and  vetaels  in  the 
porta  and  harbore  of  the  United  States,  and  the  seTsral 
act!  luppleniBntary  and  additional  thereto;  and,  also, 
■D  br  ae  ptaeticable,  the  names  and  places  of  residence 
of  audi  persons  as  have  been  detected  in  liolating  the 
embar^  lawa. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Raolnd,  That  the  comioittee  appointed  on 
80  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Fresident  of  the 


United  Stales. as  relates  to  the  Uttitry  ami 
Naval  Eslabliskmpnis,  be  instructed  lo  inquire 
into  ihe  expediency  of  auUiorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  employ  such  an  addi- 
tional number  of  seamen,  not  exceeding  — ■ — ,  », 
in  his  opinion,  the  public  service  may  require; 
and  that  ihe  commiiiee  hare  leave  to, report  by 
hill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

Reiolved,  That  Ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  rnslructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  trana- 
portation  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  eighth  instant,  and  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  same,  by  mail,  free  of 
postage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee, 

Resolved.  That  the  Comtniiiee  on  Public  Lands 
da  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  ofi*  and 
describing,  by  certain  meles  and  bounds,  a  tract 
of  country  10  which  the  Indian  title  hath  been 
extinguished  within  ihe  limits  of  Louisiana,  and 
to  include  all  the  setllemenis  within  the  said  Ter- 
ritory; and  of  having  the  said  tract  of  couDlrf 
laid  offinto  townships  and  sections,  half  and  quar- 
ter sections,  agreeably  to  the  several  laws  hereto- 
fore made  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  Slates;  and,  also,  lo  inquire  into  the  eX' 
peJiency  of  granting  one  quarter  of  a  seciioo  to 
every  free  male  white  person  who  now  resides 

thereon,  or  who  will,  wjihio years,  actumllf 

ioiproveand  reside  thereon. 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  .( 

Raolved,  That  the  Commiitaeon  Public  Lands 
do  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  off  and 
describing,  by  certain  metes  and  bounds,  a  tract 
of  country  lo  which  there  is  no  existinfc  {ndiaa 
title,  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans ;  and  to  include  ell  the  settlements  on  the 
west  side  of  the  rjver  Mississippi  "within  the  said 
Territory;  and  of  having  the  said  tract  of  coun- 
try laid  off  into  townships  and  sections,  half  and 
quarter  sections,  agreeably  lo  the  several  lawa 
heretufore  made  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of 
Ihe  United  Slates;  and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  one  quarte'r  of  a  section 
10  every  free  mala  while  person  who  now  resides 
thereon,  or  who  will,  within  — —  years,  aciuatlr 
improve  and  reside  thereon. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenCa- 
lives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  eHcIosing  several 
resolutions  of  the  said  Home  of  Representatives, 
submitting  to  the  considmilon  of  Congress  cer- 
tain propositions  which  they  pray  may  be  adopted 
for  ihe  convenience  and  benefit  of  the  iDbabitatits 
of  thai  Territory.— 'Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  ofMr.  Blackledoe, the  Hoase  came 
(o  the  following  resolution  : 

Ruahed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerca  and 
Manufactures  be  inslracled  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
diency  of  BUtbariiing  tba  Preaident  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  an  additional  nnmbor  of  rB*enu* 
ootlers ;  and  that  thsj  report  by  trill  or  otherwise. 
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Mand  Navigalion — Embargo. 


INLAIfD  NAVIGATION. 
Mr.  MaKion  presented  (he  peliiJon  nf  (he  cnm- 
paof  for  opeDins-  the  Catawba  end  Waleree 
rJTerE,  migaed  bj  J.  F.  Grinike,  PrMideni,  sratiog 
the  embarrassed  state  of  the  astocialion,  and  pray- 
in;  that  the  Secretnry  of  (he  Treaaurjr  maf  be 
aulhorized  to  subscribe  to  such  nurabf  r  of  shares 
OD  aceonol  of  the  United  Slates,  as  Congtesi  msf 
id  their  wisdom  think  proper. 

Ur.  H.  moTed  a  reference  of  tbe  memorial  td 
the  committee  on  that  part  of  the  President's 
Httsagc  relaiiog  to  internal  iroproreniFnii. 

Ur.  Randolph  said,  with  due  submission  to 
tb«  pntlemBn  from  South  Cirolina,  he  could  not 
■ce  the  propriety  of  the  reference  moved  for.  He 
thongbt  the  petition  was  for  a  BpeciSc  object.  If 
he  naderstood  the  reference  of  this  part  of  the 
Prwdeni's  Message,  it  embraced  a  general  qucs- 
tioD.  and  iudeed  uolhin?  short  of  an  alteratiou  of 
the  ConstitutioD  of  the  United  Slalea.  He  could 
BOC,  Iherefor*  see  the  propriety  of  referriog  Id  it 
a  petition  for  a  specific  aid. 

Mr.  Mahion  said,  he  was  induced  to  moTe  a 
reference  to  this  committee,  because  be  had  do 
doubt  the  memorial  had  been  preferred  in  coose- 
qneuce  of  an  idea  which  had  gone  abroad,  from 
tb«  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  last 
lessioB,  that  Cungreas  had  it  in  TJew  to  take  the 
subject  of  ihtiEdprovemenl  of  ihi 


-  try  I 
I  coDside ration.    Eipectiog  that  othe 
plieaiioDB  of  a  like  nature  wautd  be  made 


ap- 


thought  it  best  that  they  ihould  goto  ihecemmit- 
lee  on  the  general  subject. 

Hr.  Ransolfh  said,  the  two  quetiionr  were 
(otallr  disiiDCl ;  for,  if  this  petition  shoatd  go  to 
any  conunittee  already  appointed  by  the  House, 
it  shoold  be  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  If  not 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  there  shDold  be  aome 
jnch  thing  as  a  Standing  Comoiiitee  of  Benero- 
leoees  and  Aids, and  it  ihould  go  to  that.  With- 
oat  any  disparagemeDt  to  the  memorialist*,  he 
thought  it  highly  improper  to  refer  their  prayer 
to  a  committee  who  bad  under  their  considera- 
tion the  general  subject  of  internal  iraprove- 
■nents,  its  eipediucy  and  conslitutioiMlity.  This 
was  entirely  a  matter  of  individual  claim.  The 
two  snbjecu  were  in  their  nature  so  distinct,  that 
it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  same  committee 
eooJd  take  up  and  consider  both.  With  snbmis- 
lion,  therefope,  to  thegeoileman  who  presented 
the  memorial,  he  mored  Ibat  it  he  referred  10  a 
(elect  committee. 
*  Mr-  MaaioN  consentiug,  that  course  was  given 
to  (be  petition,  without  opposition.  Messrs.  Ma- 
tioR,  Tbioq,  Moselt,  Jeneinh,  and  Gardneh, 
form  the  eommitlee. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennesssee',  offered  Ibe  follDwing 
reaolntioo ; 

JZeaabed;  That  eveij  pension  or  anearagM  of  pen- 
■ioos  dae  or  that  may  h^eiAer  become  duo  to  my  of- 
ficer or  wildier  of  the  United  Btal«).  viho  tened  in  the 
RevoiUionary  war  with  Great.  Brilain,  snd  who  doth 
reaide  in  any  of  the  United  States,  in  which  thers  hath 
Dot  been  ealibliihed  a  CommiMiooer  of  Loans,  or  in 
irbii^  there  may  not  be  any  recident  attending  Coninia- 
liranw  of  Lotn*,  dull  b«  paid  by  the  Saerelary  of  tha 


Traaanr;  at  th«  City  of  Washington,  on  ip[riieatiaa 
of  tho  putj  intamtad,  coDfbnniblj  to  the  rules  and 
leatrietions  provided  by  law  for  tha  ptjminl  of  pan- 
Mons  or  arreangea  of  pensioni  by  a  ComnuMoiur  of 

Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  italic,  as  be  could  not  conceive  any  rea- 
SOD  why  the  Hccommodalion  should  be  confined 
to  pensioners  of  one  description  only.— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PoiNDBZTEa  moved  to  insert,  al^er  the 
words  "United  Slates,"  the  words  "and  Teriito- 
ries  thereof." — Agreed  to. 

Mr  Rhia's  resolution.as  amended,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and  ra- 
port  by  hill  at  otherwise. 

EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Mdmforb  offered  \he  following  resolution; 


'oited  Slates  to  depart  with  their  cargoes  for  thoaa 
:rica  not  subject  to  the  decreea  of  Prance,  or  tboM 
subject  to  the  British  Olden  to  Council. 

Mr.  MnurORO  observed,  that  his  object  waa^ 
simply,  to  inquire  inlo  the  propriety  oC  opening 
our  trade  with  those  counirles  not  subject  to  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  England  and  Prance,  viz: 
Spain  and  her  colonies  in  the  Bast  and  Weal 
Indies,  including  Buenos  Ay  res;  Portugal  and  her 
colonies  in  the  East  and  West  ladies,  including 
the  Brazils  ;  China  and  the  native  ports  in  India  ; 
Ru'».ia ;  Denmark  j  Sweden  aoi^  ber  island  of 
St.  Banholoniew's  in  the  West  Indies;  the  coaat 
of  Bdibary ;  and  tbe  Island  of  Hayli. 

The  resolution  was  referred  lo  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  whom  several  tesoluiioos  on  the 
lUhject  bav«  been  referred,  without  oppo- 

ToEBDAT,  No  ve  ID  ber  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Jauer  Kellt,  from 
Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  io  the 
House. 

Mr.  Clopton,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  lo  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  examine  tbe  Journal  of  the  last  aeisiou, 
and  report  iherefiom  such  matters  of  businea*  as 
were  then  depending,  made  a  report,  in  part, 
thereupon;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk, 

Heioivid,  That  a  committee  be  appoioted  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time* 
and  places  for  holding  the  Circuit  and  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  <^ 
Vermont;  and  that  they  report  thereOn  by  bill  or 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Fisk,  Samobl  Smith, 
and  Gray,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoBN  MoKTOOMERr, 
Hetohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  and  what,  compensation  ought  to 
bs  made  to  Captaia  Pike,  atid  his  eompaniona,  for 
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tkeir  MrricEs  in  exploring  the  Miisisstppi  river, 
in  tbeir  late  cxp^diiioQ  lo  tbp  *our«ea  of  the  At- 
kinsas,  OaA^,and  La  Platte  tiven,  together  with 
their  tour  throngh  New  Spaio  ;  and  that  they 
have  leave  lo  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  J.  Montoomert,  D.  R. 
WtLLiAMfl,  John  O.  Jackson,  Litehuobe,  and 
Helms,  be  appbiDied  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 

Mr.  Reba,  of  Tennessee,  frorh  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Road*,  preseaied  a  bill 
to  aulbonze  the  tranaportalion,  by  mail,  fVee  of 
poiiBge,  of  a  ceitaio  MeBsageof  the  PreBldenl  of 
tbc  United  Statea.  aad  docuraeals  accompanying 
the  same;  which  was  read  twlee,  and  ordered  lo 
be  eQgroitsed,  and  read  the  thiri)  lime  to-day. 

Oa  moiion  of  Mr.  Poindexter. 

Seaelvedj  That  a  select  commiliee  be  appoialed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so 
much  of  the  ordioance  for  the  ^overniDent  of 
the  several  Territories  of  the  UoUed  Slates  as 
HUlhorizes  the  Governors  of  said  Terriloriesi  re- 
apectively,  to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  Gene ral 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Poindexter,  Holland, 
John  Smith,  Kelly,  and  Deahe,  be  appointed  a 
committee,  pursuant  [o  the  said  resoluliou. 
WEST  INDIA  TRADE. 

Mr.  Saw7er  begged  leave  to  add- one  more  re- 
■olurioji  to  thoEB  already  before  the  HoUKe  on  the 
subject  of  the  embargo. 

"Reaohed,  That  it  i>  expedient  for  the  United  States 
to  opan  a  cammunieadon  and  trade  with  the  Wut  In- 
Aei  generaUj." 

Mr.  8.  said,  he  ihought  the  present  resolution 
Tould  be  found,  when  they  were  all  taken  up  and 
czamioed  by  the  House,  the  least  liable  to  excep- 
tion of  any.  For  he  could  not  gu  so  far  with 
trade  as  to  vote  for  the  reaolutions  of  the  genlle- 
man  from  Vermont  in  favor  of  an  iadiscrjminate 
repeal  of  the  whole  embargo  system;  neither 
sould  he  go  BO  far  against  it  as  lo  support  those 
of  the  genilnnaD  from  Virginia  for  a  total  non- 
iDlercourse.  He  ihougbt  our  best  policy  might 
be  foQDd'jn  a  raediam  Mtwecn  the  two.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  were,  he 
aopposed,  a  principal  cause  for  those  latter  reso- 
lutioDS,  do  not  afieol  our  West  India  trade ;  and 
unlets  that  trade  came  under  the  cause  which 
rery  properly  infltteaced  the  gentleman  in  bis  in- 
tention of  suppressing  our  foreign  trade,  be  could 
not  see  the  necessity  of  its  being  included. in  its 
•Sects,  He  would  me'otion  one  fact  of  serious 
impoitance,  wfaieh  was,  Ifae  very  great  amonnt  of 
revenue  which  we  derived  from  thai  quarter.  By 
recurring  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaanry  of  November  last,  it  would  1^  found 
ihaialmuslonehalf  of  our  rei/enne  arose  from  that 
trade.  [He  here  read  the  report, and  euumerBled 
the  different  articles,  with  iheir  relaiive  amount, 
the  aggregate  of  which  was,  87,903.195.]  Whe- 
ther it  would  be  prudent  or  wise  in  us  li)  give  up 
ibis  large  snm,  to  dry  up  this  gonial  current,  at  a 
lime  when  It  was  so  much  required  to  suppiut 
lb«  body  politic  under  its  tta cumulating  ills,  wAs 


certainly  a  serioiH  question.  To  these  coDsideni- 
lions  of  a  general  nature,  which  be  trusted  would 
have  some  weight  with  the  House,  he  added  an- 
other pariicolsr  reason,  which  had  very  great 
weight  with,  him  for  iniroducing  this  resoluiioD, 
The  district  be  had  the  honor  to  reprenent  waa 
engaged  eicclutively  in  this  trade.  Their  staple 
ariicle,  viz.  lumber,  was  calcnialed  for  no  olher 
market.  Vast  piles  of  that  article  had  been  accu- 
mulating in  the  hands  of  our  merchants,  in  pay- 
.meoi  of  their  accounts  as  in  ordinary  ca>es,  undei 
a  supposition  that  some  opportunity  might  offer 
of  making  iheir  usual  shipments,  by  which  mekos 
alone  would  they  be  enabled  to  comply  with  their 
engagements.  If  this  opportunity  were  now  de- 
nied them,  inevitable  rum  must  overtake  a  con- 
siderable portion,  and  infinite  injury  to  the  whole 
of  them,  as  their  creditors  would  see  no  motives 
for  farther  iadulgeiMe,  but  would  fall  u|)oa  them, 
and  the  hard  earnines  of  an  active  life  would  ba 
wrested  from  ihem  for  comparatively  iooatisider- 
able  claims.  This  would  induce  the  merchant  to 
heap  upon  his  customers  a  share  of  the  evils  which 
he  lelt  himself.  He  therefore  fell  some  soUcitudtt 
for  the  fate  of  his  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Cpounittee 
of  the  Whole  to  which  several  resotutions  an  the 
same  subject  bad  been  referred. 

WsiiNBaDAT,  November  16. 

Another  member,  to  wit  r  Roger  Nw.3tin,  from 
Mary  land,  appealed,  and  took  h  is  seat  in  the  House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  BEnjAHti4  Sat,  re- 
turned lo  serve  in  this  House  as  a  member  fron. 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania, in  the  room  of  Josvph 
Clay,  who  has  resigned  his  seal,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credeniialt,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
neat  in  the  House. 

On  ntoiion  of  Mr.  Van  Horn',  k  memorial 
presented  at  the  last  ssssioo,  and  not  Onally  acted 
on,  on  the  subject  of  a  canal  through  the  City  of 
Wash ngtoD,  was  referred  to  the  Cotnmilte*  of 
the  District  of  Columbia, 

Mr.  Verplanck  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
laive  and  respectable  number  of  the  freeholders 
of  Dutchess  cooniy,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
detailing  at  considerable  length  the  evils  and 
pressure  of  the  embargo,  and  praying  its  remoral. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Ibe 
Whole  10  whom  Mr.  Cbittenben's  and  other 
resolutions  are  referred.' 

.MIRANDA'S  EXPEDmON. 

Mr.  McCreery  presented  the  petition  ofthirtjr- 
sis  American  citizens, confined  at  CarthageDft,m 
Stfuth  America,  under  tbe  sentence  of  UKvery. 
The  petition  was  read,  as  follows  ; 

Vaults  ot  St.  Claba,  GAaTHAe»A, 
S^tcmber  16,1608. 
To  tie  hmorailt  Ik*  Ctmgreu  t^  iht  Vniied  SttiUt  ^f 
Amtriea,  id  Congrai  attembied  .- 

The  petition  of  Uiirt;-iix  Amencan  citiinns  confined 
Kt  Caithagena,  South  .\meiica,  under  Motanoa  of 
slaver?,  bumblj  shonath : 

That  we,  jo\u  petitioners,  ware  brought  from  Ne«r 
,  York  in  the  armad  ship  X>e«uder,  Tbofuas  Lewia,  oem- 
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Du>dei^«B  tba  Sd  of  Fabnurj,  leoa,  lOflBllMr  with  a 
nocstier  of  vlheis.  mMtl;  iobBbiUuU  of  ibat  Slate  and 
ci^,  under  the  moat  epeeioiu  ei^agwneots  oriheb'  ooini' 
ti; ;  to  establwh  which,  IImj  beg  l«a«e  to  (tala  Ibal 
Cokinel  WilliBDi  Smith,  Ibin  Survayor  of  the  port  of 
Sew  Tiwkii  Wiiliam  Amutrong,  Daniel  D.  Diuning, 
and  John  Fink,  batcher,  of  ttte  city  of  New  Yoik,  dc- 
clucd  they  weie  tutorized  to  euliat  a  numbei  of  men 
to  ;o  lo  New  Orteana,  lo  aerre  aa  guaiili  to  the  United 
Stata  maila,  and  a  uuinbeT  of  olhera  as  mecluQica. 
Some  backwardcaas  on  the  part  of  your  petilioneri  to 
engage  being  diEt-ovcred  by  WilUam  Smith,  be  read 
paisago  &om  ietten  to  prove  hii  authority,  and  aev- 
cnl  pnmgrsjAa  from  newspaperi  to  ooniinca  them  of 
■he  nlidilj  oflheir  eitgagemenU.  William  Armitrong 
and  Daniel  D.  DnminB  ware  appointed  to  command 
a(m,aBd  were  to  aceompaBf  Ihem  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
iagioo,  where  thaj  wen  to  neeWa  dothing  and  accou- 
tremnla,  and  thenoa  to  New  Orleana.  The  ahip  La- 
aDdet,ows*4  by  8kmnel  O.  Ogdmtand  formerly  in  the 
St.  DoDingo  trade, WMpi««iiNd  for  the  coavejauce  of 
yaui  petitionera  to  th*  City  of  Waahittttoo,  lor  which 
pnipoae  ahe  was  hauled  down  to  the  watering  place, 
where  yooi  petitiDuen  went  on  board  her  the  let  day 
of  February,  1806,  and  the  neit,  day  (the  3d)  Uie  abip 
put  u>  >ea.  Shortly  after  Miranda,  under  the  name  of 
Martin,  and  a  number  lAftiiaaa  hitherto  uptnawn  to 

Sir  petitionen,  appeared  on  board,  in  the  character  of 
officer* ;  nhich,  for  the  Irrst  time,  awakened  etrong 
■uspiciaoa  in  the  breaali  of  your  petitioner*  that  they 
hsd  been  entrapped  into  the  power  of  wicked  and  de- 
signing men,  and  Ih&t,  too,  when  retreat  wai  imprac- 
dcsUa.  From  New  York  year  petitionen  werv-carried 
(o  Jaonel,  ii>  the  ialaod  of  St.  Domingo,  where  ihey 
were  Bierciied  in  military  duty,  ander  tjw  moataibi- 
Irary  ftratch  of  power,  by  Miraiida  and  hia  otScera.  At 
lacmel  aereral  altempta  to  eacafw  proved  abortive,  Irom 
tliB  ligilance  of  ooi  opfneaaon,  they  baviag  procure^ 
guaida  to  be  atBtioaeu  in  all  the  pawea  leading  from 
Jacmd  Id  other  paris  of  the  iiland,  whaia  yoar  peti' 
tionen  might  expect  to  receive  aid  and.  protection  from 
(beir  country  meo.  AtJacme!  two  achooneia  were  hired, 
on  board  of  which  your  pelitiouera  were  aentj  Uiider  the 
care  of  ■  number  of  officers,  whoie  warinesi  atill  re- 
mained unabated  i  and  on  the  S7th  Mafch,  1800,  the 
■hip,  accoippajaied  by  the  two  achoonera,  proceeded 
to«ard>  the  coaat  of  Terra  Firma,  wliere,  after  touch- 
ing at  the  island  of  Aruba  for  re&eahmenta^  (he  arrived 
on  (be  S8th  of  April,  when'two  armed  veeaela  hove  in 
sight,  whid, after aome  maotruvring,  the  ahipeogaged, 
bntnon  ran  away,  leaving  the  twaacbooneia  lo  be  cap- 
tured. They  were  carried  into  Forto  Cabello,  Where 
yo«r  petitieaen  were  raoceeded  againet  aa  piratM^  a 
number  of  warlike  implemente  being  Ibnnd  on  boud, 
which  wet*  placed  there  without  the  knowledge  of  your 
petinooera.  And  onthe  I2th  July  loUowing,  the  pro- 
oeaa  againat  oa  cloaed  at  Carmccaa,  lentaacing  ten,  whom 
they  con^dered  to  be  criminally  engaged,  to  be  hanged 
•nd  beheaded,  and  the  remainder  ^our  pedtioneri)  lo 
eight  and  ten  yeara'  alavery  on  the  public  worka  at  Omoa,- 
Bona  Chica,  and  the  ialand  of  Porto  Rico.  Your  pe- 
titiiMwr*  were  all  aeni  lo  this  place,  where  those  sen- 
tenced lo  Bocca  Cbica  were  put  to  work,  chained  Iwo- 
and-two,  and  the  residue,  in  doable  irooa  end  close  con- 
finement, atrongiy  guarded,  wailing  for  an  opportunity 
to  be  sent  to  their  respective  places.  Upon  several 
oeeaaionB  jour -petitioners  were  told  byWilham  Arm- 
strong, Thomaa  Lewis,  and  others,  that  they  were  lent 
ovt  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  To  prove 
M  iba  aBtia&ctioh  of  year  honorable  body  the  truth  of 


rerty,  John  Sugg,  John  Kitter,  Malthew 
Morgan,  Hichard  PUtt,  Adam  Ten  Brook,  and  John 
Miller,of  New  York,  who  were  under  tlie  eame  engage- 
ment* with  your  petitionen.  Francis  White  and  Tho- 
mas McAllister,  butchen  in  die  Bear  market,  New  York; 
Mr.  Brinkerofi',  tavern  keeper,  near  the  Bear  market } 
David  Williams,  J  ohn  Garret,  and  a  Hr.  Kemper,  weigh- 
master,  whose  son  wss  executed  at  Porto  Cabello,  wera 
pteeent  whan  all  or  moal  of  yoar  petitionen  were  en- 
gaged, and  can  prove  beyond  all  donbl  that  yonr  peti- 
lioneis  could  have  bad  no  other  idea  than  that  of  enlaiw 
ing  into  the  service  of  the  United  Butes.  Captain 
Bomberry,  of  the  ahip  Mary,  of  BaltJmoi«  ;  Captain 
Israel,  of  Che  brig  Robert  and  Mary  ;  Uaptain  Waldron, 
of  the  aehooner  Vidory ;  and  Captain  Abbot,  of  th» 
biig  Charleston  Fai^et,  ill  of  Philadelphia,  wore  eye. 
Witneaaes  to  the  lytsnny  and  opprewion  nnder  wluch 
your  petilionets  labored  while  at  Jacmel.  When  the 
crew  of  the  Bm^  ona  of  the  aebocneis  which  waa  chai<- 
tered  by  the  Leander,  refiiasd  to  go  in  her,  a  number  of 
officers  Irom  the  ship,  With.  Lewis  at  their  head,  caaM' 
on  boanl  tha  Bee,  and,  after  beating  alid  ontting  tha 
men  with  sticks  and  sabres  in  the  moat  bmtal  manner, 
dragged  then  on  board  the  Leander,  put  them  in  irons 
under  a  strong  gusid.'aad  kept  them  thera  until  the 
moment  of  sailing,  when  tiley  were  sent  on  board  the 
Bee,  with  orders  to  keep  near  aniTto  leeward  of  the  ship. 
Another  man,  who  bad  effected  his  escape  irom  a  Freodl 
privateer,  and  ibund  hia  way  to  Jacmel,  with  the  hope 
of  getting  a  passage  home  in  some  of  hif  eouotry  ves- 
sels, was  seized  at  the  instance  of  Thomaj  Lewis,  cont- 
mainder  of  the  Leander,  and  captain  under  Miranda, 
thrown  into  prison,  sod  cempelled  to  go  in  the  elpedi- 
lion,'  at  to  starve  in  jail. 

Y'our  petitioners  are  coaGdent,  that,  when  yonr  hon- 
orable bod;  becomes  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
ciicumatanccs  of  art  and  deception  which  betrayed  them 
into  the  eipeditian,  the  destination  of  which  the;  had 
no  knowledge  until  it  was  too  late  to  utreat,  you  will 
not  only  punish  such  of  their  betrajen  aa  are  within 
the  reach  of  your  powe^  but  will  adopt  proper  mesautca 
to  restore  your  unfortunate  petitioners  to  liberty  «nd 
their  families.  We  beg  leave  lo  mention  that  Jeremiah 
Powcl),  who  was  an  oflicer  of  high  confidence  in  the  ex- 
pedition, was  pardoned  without  hesitation  by  the  Span- 
ish monarch,  on  the  application  of  his  father.  Your 
petitionershoveemhrsced  many  opportunities  to  conray 
to  your  honorable  body  the  prayer  of  a  petition,  but, 
from  tha  length  of  time  etapeed  since  they  sent  off  theii 
last,  and  not  hearing  of  any  measures  being  edopted  in 
their  favor,  they  fear  none  over  arrived ;  and  by  Ihe  pre- 
sent opportunity  several  copies  of  this  petition  have  been 
transmitted  to  gentlemen  residiug  in  diflerent  paita  ef 
the  United  States,  with  the  hope  (bat  some  of  them  maj 

Your,  petitioners  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  that 
the  United  States  will  suffer  officets  under  her  Consti- 
tution to  kidnap  bar  citiieus  into  eipeditions  and  ser- 
vicee  Qtted  out  and  maintained  by  a  fbreign  outlaw 
against  Poweia  with  whom  she  is  at  amity  anA  peace, 
under  the  spedous  pretence  of  engaging  them  into  tha  , 
service  of  their  country,  without  punishing  the  aggre*- 
sors,  and  using  every  effort  to  regsiu  her  citiiens.  Such 
is  the  caseof  your  unfortunate  petitioners,  who  entreat 
you,  OS  children  would  a  parent,  to  relieve  them  from 
tola!  deelmclian,  on  the  brink  of  which  they  have  been 
thrown  by  the  practice  of  fraud*  and  viltanie*  hitheit* 
unheard  of. 

A  abort  tinw  since,  a'Brifisb  ahip  of  war  arrived  at 
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tbia  pUce,  the  comminder  of  whicb,  (Ednard  Kiltoe, 
Esq.,)  upon  being  ■pplied  to  by  nine  oronr  companiom, 
who  decUrcd  themulTn  to  be  British-born  lubjecta, 
■ndbdngmade  acqu  aiiiledwiththecircum  ituicea  v  hicb 
lad  to  oui  capture,  irstnedistely  nat  00  a  peti^on  lo 
the  Viceroy  of  this  Kingdom  in  bahalTof  □■  ail,  bat  pai- 
ticnliiTly  lor  auch  a>  are  Britiih  (utnocta,  wbom  we 
■ipect  will  OTenluidlT  be  lifaented.  Nolhing  but  hu- 
manity and  a  itiong  deiire  to  relisTB  distrain  could  have 
induced  Captain  Kiltoe  to  thia  atcp,  who,  we  are  confi- 
dent, i*  much  as  ouraelTGB,  regrets  its  failure  of  succest, 
and  to  whom  we  feet  ercry  way  indebted,  and  shall  eier 
ncnllect  it  with  gratitude  and  Ihanki. 

When  your  petitioners  remonstrate  against  any  harsh 
tnatment  of  (faeae  people,  they  inTstisbly  ask,  "  Why 
don't  your  country  liberate  youl — it  leets  solely  with 
aam.'' 

Your  pelittonera  feel  confident,  from  Ihe  juatness  of 
Iheii  claim  to  the  interlerence  and  protection  of  the  con- 
•titnted  authorities  of  their  couu^,  measurea  will  be 
adopted  to  restors  them  to  liberty  ;  end  having  no  doubt 
but  your  honorable  body  nill  afford  them  that  protec- 
tion which  ciliiens  have  a  right  (o  claim  from  their 
ctmntry,  your  petitioners  beg  that  your  honorable  body 
will  convey  them  an  answer,  and  your  petitioners,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  dec. 

Bobert  fiaunden,  Benjamin  Davis,  Henry  Sparry, 
Joseph  Bickle,  Gllery  King,  WiUiam  Lonc^  Dan- 
iel Newbury,  Wm.  Cartwright,  Samuel  Toiler, 
James  Hyatt,  Abram  Head,  Robert  Stevenson, 
Samuel  Price,  Robert  Rein9,Hugh  Smith,  Benja- 
min Nichobion,  Geo.  Ferguson.  Wm.  Pride,  Pom- 
pey  Uront,  David  Heckle,  Bennett  B,  Negus, 
John  Moore,  John  M.  Elliot,  Henry  IngersoU, 
John  Parcels,  John  Hayes,  David  Winton,  Mat- 
thew  Buchanan,  Aleiander  Bnchanan,  Jaa.  W. 
Grant,  John  Edeall,  Thomas  Gill.  Joseph  Ben- 
nett, Phineae  Raymond,  Peter  Nautly,  Stephen 
BuTtis. ' 


Cabtkioviii,  AugtuI  13,  1808. 
On  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  was  applied  to  in  behalf 
of  the  nnbrtunale  men  captured  under  the  orders  of 
General  Miranda,  who  are  under  sentence  of  trsn sport- 
alioQ  to  the  difierent  public  works  at  Omoa,  Porto  RicOp 
&C.,  among  whom  are  several  British  subjects,  (whose 
aame>  are  inserted  below.)  I  un  well  aware  of  the 
aaoimity  of  their  crime,  as  I  understand  Ibey  were  taken 
without  colors  or  papers ;  but,  as  a  British  oflicer,  I  con- 
ddei  it  a  duty  to  plead  lor  tboae  in  distteas,  nherecer 
they  may  be  Uuad  ;  and  I  trust,  from  the  known  lenity 
of  your  Excellency's  character,  I  ahatl  not  plead  in  vain. 
The  men  in  quealion  are  originally  of  British  descent, 
and  are  allied  to  my  nation  by  many  ties.  They  have 
DD  Consul — no  Minister — to  prefer  the  prayer  of  their 
petition  to  your  Eicellency,  having  been  prevented  by 
the  war  between  our  nations  from  making  known  their 
ntuation  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes.  Suffer 
me,  therefore,  to  address  your  Eicellency,  and  beg  for 
their  release,  on  a  solemn  promise  that  they  will  never 
be  found  again  in  anna  on  a  similar  occasion.  As  I  am 
the  hearer  of  welcome  tidings  to  the  inhahitants  of  the 
province  under  your  Eicellency's  command,  make  me 
■lao  the  bearer  of  them  to  the  unhappy  sufferers  now 
oonfined  in  Carthagcna.  It  is  true,  I  am  unauthorized 
to  make  this  request  in  the  name  of  the  British  Goi 
ment  for  the  men  in  general,  but  I  am'  convinced  the 
■tepwill  be  sppioTcd  ;  andif  jonr  Eioellency  will  lend 


(Hvorable  ear  to  my  petition,  the  nrcumatance  will 
It  pass  unnoticed  on  their  part ;  at  all  events,  yont 
Eicellency  win  have  the  prayerof  many  individuslslbr 
your  eternal  happiness,  and  among  them  will  be  feancl 
(not  the  least  fervent)  those  of  your  Excellency's  most 
humble  servant,  EDWAHD  KITTOE, 

Com.  H.  B.  M.  thip  Sabrina. 
P.  S. — If  my  request  for  the  liberation  of  all  General 
Miranda's  men  is  by  your  Eicellency  deemed  unre»' 
lie  or  improper,  I  beg  to  confine  it  particularly  la 
as  are  British  subjects:  that  is  an  indispeniabls 
duly  I  owe  to  Ihem  and  to  my  country. 
Nameeof  Britith  tuhjectt  under  ttaUneeaftrantporl- 
Btiort  at  C^arl/uigaia. 
John  Moore,  Peter  Nauliy,  John  Hayea,  Thomas  ISII, 
Joseph  Bennett,  James  Grant,  Bamnel  Toner,  Robert 
Stevenson,  and  Hugh  Smith,  (a  boy.} 

ViDLTS  or  St.  Claki,  Ciiraisini, 
September  IB,  IBDB. 
isrlcnn  8ia;  I  have  tokcu  the  liberty  to  direct 
to  your  care  a  memorial  of  Ihirly-sii  American  catiiena, 
who  have  been  lying  in  shackles  more  than  two  years — 
a  great  proportion  of  which  time  in  flocks,  upon  the 
broad  of  their  backs,  not  even  taken  out  ta  answer  tha 
ordinary  calls  of  nature— with  the  request  that  you. 
would  present,  or  procure  It  to  be  presented  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  U.Slaleaiand,ahould  it  be  nclod  upon  the 
spproachiag  session  of  Congress,  to  be  good  enough, 
by  the  first  convenient  oj^rlunity,  lo  acquaint  ua  with 
what  is  to  be  done,  and  what  .prospect  we  have  of  be- 
in^  liberated  from  this  loathsome  eonlinement,  little 
short  of  death.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  petition,  which 
the  commander  of  a  British  frigate  presented  to  tho 
Viceroy  of  this  Kingdom,  in  our  behalf,  with  liberty  to 
publish  it  in  the  Telegraph,  with  a  suitable  caption, 
should  you  thinh  proper.  Indeed,  1  think  it  would  serve 
our  cause.  However,  its  effect  I  submit  to  your  better 
judgment,  well  convinced  you  will  fee!  disposed  lo  succor 
suffering  humsnity ;  and,  if  unable  lo  bring  to  condign 
punishmentthe  authorsof  our  misfbrlunps.you  will  not 
withhold  your  aid  to  release  us  from  this  miserable  con- 
dition. Our  numlnr  has  been  reduced  by  deaths  and 
escapes  from  for^. seven  to  thirty-six.  I  also  enclose 
to  joai  charge,  a  Iclter  for  ray  lather,  which  I  beg  you. 
would  put  on  board  some  of  the  wood  sballopa  belong- 
ing to  Otter  PMnti  whioh  always  may  be  found  at  the 
wharf,  the  foot  of  the  Marah  market;  or,  if  they  cannot 
conveniently  be  found,  to  leave  it  at  Mrs.  Haj'a,  in  Old 
Tomn,nol  far  from  Mr.  Asque's.neartha  Baptist  meet- 
ing, with  the  injunction  to  send  it  on  as  speedily  as 
possible.  For  a  description  of  the  ^aud  and  deception, 
which  placed  us  in  this  unhappy  situation,  I  refer  you 
to  the  memorial  itself. 

1  am  your  obedient,  humbia  servant, 

ROBERT  SAUNDERS,  Jn. 

Mr.  Thos.  Dobbin,  Frinler,  Bolt.  • 

The  petition  was  referred  lo  a  committee,  con- 
sisling  of  Messrs.  McCrberit.  Love,  Faamklin, 
Daniel  MoNTOoMEHY,  junior,  and  TnoMPaoM, 
lo  eiamiae  and  report  their  opinion  (hereupon  to 
[he  Hoase. 

TEHRTTOBIAL  GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  PoiHDEXTER,  from  the  commiHee  appoiDt- 
ed  on  the  lulyect,  reported  a  bill  conceramg  the 
power  ofiLe  Tertiiorial  Gorernments.  fThe  ob- 
ject or  ii  h  to  take  away  from  Guveiuois  of  the 
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U.  OP  R. 


Territories  ihe  power  of  proTOgutog  or  disaolTiag 
IbcU  Legislatures.] 

The  bill  was  twice  reaJ ;  tod 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTEK  obserred,  ibat  as  the  bill 
most  aland  or  fall  on  its  printtipLe,  aod  could  not 
iriDtameiidiDCDi.  he  should  wish  todispeuse  with 
tbe  unid  course  of  referencelo  a  Committee  of 
the  Whale,  and  that  it  should  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  leadipp. 

Mr.  Taonp  hoped  the  Hous»  would  not  be 
precipitated  iioadviscdl]riatoa  decisio;)  of  aques- 
lioQ  of  this  kiod;  that  ibey  would  not  break  io 
npoo  a  system  which  had  served  them  so  well 
without  maturely  deliberatiDg  upoo  it.  The  oi- 
dininee  foi  the  gortrnmeot  of  the  Teiritories 
be  considered  as  Coostilutionallaw,  and  it  should 
be  Tiewed  and  treated  with  ai  much  delicacy  as 
dieCoBstilutioQ  of  the  QeDer9.1  QovernnieDl  il- 
Nlf.  It  had  served  them  well,  it  had  ourtuied 
the  Termoiies  from  iufaDcy  to  maturity,  asd 
be  bopeA  the  House  would  doI  inooraie  on  (he 
system,  bat  for  the  most  substaatial  reasons.  He 
therefore  wiihed  this  bill  to  take  the  course  of 
all  otber  busineMi,  aad  go  Co  a  Comuiiltee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTER  said  it  was  not  his  object  Io 
exclude  delibetatioll  byhismolion;  aa  the  day 
for  its  tbird  reading  might  be  Sxed  a  forloighl 
heDce,  if  ihegenilemaoi'rom  Georgia  wished  it. 


ties  to  it,  it  was  then  that  he  considered  this  a 
queitioD  of  such  great  aad  signal  impoiiance  that 
he  wished  lime  for  deliberaiion.  And  when  ha 
said  this,  he  expressed  the  opioion  of  a  man  than 
whom  DO  man  in  the  country  was  more  deepljr 
read  in  its  Cunsiiiuiion — St.  George  Tucker^ 
who  had  described  it  as  a  CQmpacl  uoalterabter 
but  with  the  coDsent  of  both  parties.  The  gea- 
iQ  would  take  away  from  the  Territorial. 
Governors  the  power  to  prorogue  and  dissolve  tbe 
Assemblies.  What  would  then  be  the  state  of  the 
Territorial  Legislatures  1  They  would  (said  Mr. 
T.)  be  as  completely  independent  of  the  Qeuetel 
Goveromenl  as  the  General  Government  is,  I 
hope,  of  Great  Britain  at  this  moment.  Retail 
the  qualified  veto,  aod  lake  away  ihe  power  ti> 
prorogue  and  diKsolve,  and  what  will  be  the  COD' 
sequence?  Tbe  moment  a  misundersiandiDf 
takes  place  between  the  Legislature  and  Eiecu- 
legislalioD  is  a(  an  end;  and  where  legisla- 
ecds,  revolution  begins,  and  there  is  an  end 


he  also  knew  that  in  a  few  days  the  House  would 
be  engaged  in  great  aaiional  conceros,  whieh 
would  occupy  their  entire  aicentipa  lo  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  business  of  minor  importance.  The 
GDtlemea  seems  to  think  (said  Mr.  P.)  ibat  to 
Me  to  the  Gavernota  at  Terricorie*  of  the 
fJoiied  Stales  powers  which  are*  fitted  but  for 
liie  8orereiena  of  Europe  is  highly  decorous^ 
whilst  I  thina  they  should  be  spurned  from  (he 
statute  book.  The  gentlemaii  is  mistaken  when 
he  aayi  that  we  should  view  the  ordinances  in 
the  same  light  a^  the  Constitution;  they  are 
mere statates.  Placed  by  tbe  Constitution  under 
ibe  particntar  care  of  Congress  as  the  Terripries 
aie,  the  ordinaocea  enacted  for  their  goveiumenl 
are  Dsere  statutes,  subject  tu  tbe  levisioa  of  Con- 
gress, as  other  laws  are. 

Mr.  PiTKiif  said  the  ordinances  foi  tbe  gov- 
ernmenl  of  tbe  Territories  had  been  framed  with 
great  deliberation,  and  should  alwaya  be  consid- 
ered as  a  compact  between  tbe  General  Goveru- 
menc  and  its  Territories.  Whether  an  alieraiion 
could  or  could  not  be  made  wilboul  their  consent, 
he  would  not  undertake  to  sav.  He  thought  there- 
fore in  Ibis  case  the  usual  rtile  s^hoald  not  be  vio- 
lated, for  it  was  well  known  that  no  amendment 
could  be  received  on  the  third  reading  of  a  bill. 

Mr.TBOCP  said,  the  gentleman  from  the  Mia- 
:«issippi  Territory  bad  totally  mistaken  his  object. 
It  was  Dot  proeraatination  ihathe  wanted,  but  a 
matore  consideration  of  the  question  whether 
OB  this  day  or  on  this  day  fortnight.  When  he 
had  considered  cheordinanceasacompact  equally- 
■acred  with  the  Consiilution^of  the  United  Biatcs, 
and  as  nnaltetable  without  tbe  consent  of  the  par- 


Mr.  Poii«DEXTER  said,  at  tbe  suggestion  of  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  be  should  consent  to  a  reference 
of  tbe  bill  to  ■  com[nittee,ashe  did  not  wish  now 
to  hasten  the  dUcuasion.  But  the  genileman  was 
mistaken  if  he  supposed  that  taking  away  tbe 
tr  to  prorogue,  would  deprive  the  Goreru- 
f  their  veto  on  laws.  The  GorerBors  had  an 
unqualified  veto  on  tbe  acts  of  the  Legislalur*. 
The  gentleman  said,  (observed  Mr.  P.)  that  take 
away  the  power  of  prorogatien,  and  if  a  miiun- 
dersiaoding  arise  between  the  Governor  and  the 
Legislature,  there  is  an  end  of  legislation.  That 
s  now  the  fact.  If  there  be  any  misunderslaod- 
ng  between  them,  the  Governor  sends  tbe  Le- 

Sislature  home ;  and  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
om  Georgia, "  where  legislation  ends,  revolution 
begins."  In  ibis  situation,  I  wish  to  take  some 
power  from  the  Ooveroor  and  place  it  ip  the  peO' 
pie,  Whieh  would  render  the  Goveinment  more 
congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  Consiiiulion  and  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  Bull  waive  dis- 
cussion  atxl  consent  to  reference. 

The  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  bill  reported  yesterday,  for  aiithorizing  Ihe 
traasportaiion  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  of  ;be  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  President's  Message, 
having  been  read  a  third  lime — 

Mr.  RANnoLPB  said  it  was  very  far  from  hia 
intention  lo  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill,  as  he 
should  suppose  there  could  he  but  one  opinion  on 
its  final  pastiage;  but  he  submitted  to  tbe  com- 
mittee who  reporied  the  bill  tbe  propriety  of  act- 
ing on  (he  subject  generally,  if  ihey  should  think 
themselves  au(horized  to  do  so;  if  not,  after  ibe 
passage  of  the  bill,  be  would  move  a  resolution  to 
instruct  (he  committee  lo  report  a  bill  to  author- 
ize  the  members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  frank  all  public  papers.  He  could  not  see 
tbe  propriety  of  ine  law  as  it  now  stood,  restricting 
pickets  to  a  certain  weight;  for  if  a  member 
wished  to  send  ten  times  the  weight  allowed  by 
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law,  he  had  nothing  lo  do  but  lo  divide  it  iato  as 
nsDy  packet!  as  it  weiahed  ounces.  Cui  bono? 
Tor  the  benefit  of  the  Fusimaster  or  this  plnce. 
'The  public  13  l|ized,  said  he,  two  ceaU,  as  many 
limesasadocoment  weighs ouDoes,wheo  ihusdivi- 
dedjaod  frotn  ihia  I  uDderstand  thai  the  Post 
Office  here  is  perhaps  the  most  lucrative  id  the 
Union.  I  acknowledge  these  remarks  are  not  very 
pertinent  i  but  as  this  bill  is  hefore  the  House, 
and  no  other  business  demaodii  immediDit;  aiten- 
lion.  I  IhQUght  it  perlicent  ia  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  the  commiitee  consid- 
ered it  within  their  function  lo  report  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  thai  his  own  opinion  was  that 
the  bill  should  he  general;  but  the  commKtee 
had  not  thought  as  he  did. 

The  bill  wag  passed  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  offered  Ibc  folluwing  reso- 
lotioD,  adding  to  his  former  reasons,  another: 
thai  the  free  packets  paid  a  double  duty— a  uz  at 
the  office  where  they  were  received,  and,  by  a 
special  provisioQ,  he  believed,  a  duty  of  two  cents 
10  the  Poslmasier  here ;  and  this  did  not  prevent 
members  from  franking  the  most  bulky  packages, 
with  this  addiiional  disadvtmtage,  that  if  one  part 
miscarried,  the  whole  became  useleEs: 

BttolMd,  That  provisioD  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
Ibr  sending  fiee  of  poatage,  lo  and  frDiD  membin  of 
CongTMi,  all  papers  and  documenta  touching  the  pub- 
lic aerrice  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  States 
or  Territoriea  thareoC 

The  resolDiioD  waa  pasaed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Hr.  Chittehden  moved  for  the  order  of  the 
day  oit  his  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the 
bareo. 

Mr.  SuiLiE  thought,  from  the  commencei 
of  thishusiness.lheyhad  taken  an  irregular  co 
In  hiii  opinion  all  the  resolutions  on  this  subject 
ahould  have  been  referred  '      ' 
■  at  part  of  the  " 

e  United  State*  relating  to  Foreign 


that  J>art   of  the  Message  of  the   President   of 

Itatea  rela 
And  to  get  at  this  object  he  moved" to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  iht 
ation  of  those  resolutions. 

The  SpEAKEft  infoimed  Mr.  Smilie  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  received  while  another  was 
pending. 

Od  the  question  to  take  up  the  order  of  tfae 
day.  it  was  negatived— ayes  34. 

Mr.  CooE  said  he  could  not  discern  any  dispo- 
sition In  the  House  lo  submit  to  the  orders  and 
decrees  of  Britain  and  France,  and  as  the  reso- 
lution which  had  been  offered  did  not  precisely 
meet  his  idea,  be  begged  leave  lo  submit  another : 
Raolved,  That  the  act  laying  an  gabargo  on  sU 
■hipt  and  Teasels  in  the  port*  and  harbeta  of  the  United 
States  and  the  several  acta  ■applemeiitaiy  thereto,  be 
repealed,  m  fkr  as  to  permit  the  veaMls  of  Hu  United 
States  to  depart  Kith  their  cargoes  for  thoM  countries 
not  aabjecc  to  the  decreea  of  France,  nor  the  ocdan  of 
the  British  Council :  and 

That  the  citixen*  of  the  United  Sutea  be  aathoriMd 
by  law  to  arm  and  equip  theii  merchant  veMel*  {h  Lhe 


purpose  of  defending  theUi  against  French  and  Brilidi 
cruisen,  nba  ma;  molest  them  when  boand  to  any 
pott  or  place  not  actually  invested  or  blockaded. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Elliot,  the  SpiiEEa 
observed  that  thefirst  clause  of  the  resolaiioo  had 
been  moved  by  Mr.  Mumfobd,  and  was  already 
before  the  House. 

The  fecond  clause  was  then  referrfd  to  the 
same  committee  lowborn  resolutions  on  the  same 
subject  have  been  referred. 

Tbdrsoat,  November  17. 

Another  membcr,lowJt:  Dennis  SuELT.from 
Georgia, appeared, and  took  his  seat  m  the  House. 

Mr.  8at  presented  a  memorial  from  sundry 
persons  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  staling  that 
they  have  al  great  hhoc  and  expense  erected  a 
manufactory  of  ^hotj^and  jirayiog  that,  lo  en- 
ooorsgo  the  domestic  maouraciure,  a  duty  be  laid 
on  all  imported  shot. — Referred  to  the  Catnmii.tee 
of  Commerce  and  ManufactUEes. 
PETITIONS  FOR  REPEAL  OF  THE  EHBAROO. 

Mr.  LrvERMoaE .said  he  held  iu  his  hand  seve- 

il  petitions  from  inhabitanlsof  the  Slate  of Mas- 
aacnuJetts,  signed 'hy  between  four  and  five  thou- 
sand perions,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  embargo 
laws. 

One  of  the  petitions  (from  Neivbaryport)  was 

[In  this  petitjoQ  the  following  eeoienee  was 
twice  read,  oy  .desire  of  one  of  the  members : 

"  Your  memorialisle  would  farther  repreacnt  to  your 
honorable  body  that' the;  have  wibiesaed  trith  great 
surprise  and  (darm  a  systematie  attempt  among  the 
enemies  of  the  people  to  excite  a  hetjef  that  our  naliaa 
baa  in  ita  power  only  a  choice  of  evils ;  that  ob  embar- 
go, or  war  with  Great  Britain,  t«  our  only  alternative, 
an  opinion  which  appears  to  your  memorialists  wbnlly 
devoid  of  foundation..  Wliatever  injuries  the  United 
States  may  have  sustained  bom  that  Power,  we  eaiuiot 
perceive  that  a  war  nith  her  Would  be  either  neceaaaiy 
or  just,  whilst  she  evinces  on  her  part  a  dispoaitian  for 
an  amicable  settlement  of  ^i  subjects  Of  conCrovany  ; 
and  especially,  when  WB'View  her  sa  almoat  alone  main- 
taining a  contest,  on  the  luccessrul  issue  of  which  de- 
pend the  rights  and  hberties  of  ttie  civilized  world."] 

Mr.XivEBMORE  said  as  the  other  petitioDS  were 

Srecisely  similar,  he  moved  that  their  readiag  b« 
ispensed  with,  aud  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  several  resolu- 
sions  on  the  subject  have  been  refeEred. 

TheSpEAKES  proceeding  to  put  the  question  od 
refereoce — 

Mr.  D.  R.  WilLiaub  said,  as  be  understood  the 
same  sentiments  were  repealed  in  all,  and  as  there 
were  sentiments  eipres!:ed  in  the  first  which  be 
could  not  understand,  he  called  for  the  reading  ol 
another  of  them. 

Mr.  LivEBMoBE  said  he  had  no  abjection. 
'    Aiiother  of  the  petitions  was  then  read,  and  tbey 
we're  all  referred,  without  opposition,  lo  the  com* 
miltee  to  whom  several  resolutiona  on  the  smint 
subject  have  been  referred. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  moved  that  the  petition  b 
printed— Negatived,  17  only  rising  in  ikvor  of  it. 
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Mr.  Macoh  said,  already  bad  many  resolutions 
been  snbmilted  1o  tlie  consideralioD  of  the  Hou« 
oa  tbe  sabjvct  or  out  foreign  relations,  and  ihe 
embargo ;  some  for  a  lotal  and  some  for  a  pariial 
lepeal  of  it.  As  aone  of  the  motions  had  met  his 
entire  approbalion,  and  a«  he  considered  this  as 
one  of  the  tnoat  important  quesiioas  that  coqld 
come  before  ihe  Hatjse,  he  nishtd  to  submit  to 
(he  House  two  or  three  propositions;  u-bich  he 
wished  to  take  ■  course  diRerenI  from  that  which 
had  beea  i;iypD  to  the  oilierson  tliei^ame  subject. 

I  faare  been  astoaished  (said  Mr.  M.)  (o  we  so 
naoT  resolutions  oik  the  subject  of  the  embargo, 
and  u one  coDiemplaiiiig  its  entire  cootiouance. 
1)  the  American  aatian  ready  to  how  the  neck  ? 
Are  we  ready  to  submit  to  be  laied  b^  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  as  if  we  were  tbeir  colonies? 
Where  is  tbat  spirit  which  for  (his  rAson  separa- 
ted Ob  from  the  nntiuos  of  Europe  1  Where  is 
that  .spirit  wbich  enforced  a  simple  resolution  of 
the  old  Congress,  uol  then  binding  upon  the  peo- 
ple. »>  a  law  from  Hearea'7  -Is  it  extinct?  Is 
It  lost  to  (hts  nation  ?  Has  the  lore  of  gain  >n- 
peneded  CTery  other  iDPtiTe  in  the  breasts  of 
Amerietosl  Shall  the  raajotitjr  gorern,'Or  shall 
a  fear  wicked  and  abandoaed  men  drive  this  na- 
tion froaa  the  groandit  has  takeni  Is  it  come  to 
this,  that  a  law  eoDsliiuliooatly  enacled,  eren  af- 
ter a  fonjoal 'decisioa  in  faTor  of  its  coostiiutioD- 
■litf,  cannot  be  enforced?  Shall  the  uaiioa  give 
way  lo  aa  opposition  ofa  few,  and'ibose  the  most 
profligate  part  of  the  community  1  1  think  the 
stand  we  took  last  year  was  a  proper  one ;  and  I 
ant  for  takiof!  every  Ineasure  for  enabling  ihe  pa- 
tioD  to  maioiaio  it.  Joat  as  our  measure  is  begin- 
ning lo  operate,  just  as  provisiODs  are  becoming 
scarce  in  the  West  Indies  and  elsewhere,  notwith- 
siaoding  the  evasions  of  our  law,  we  are  called 
apon  to  repeal  it-  I  should  not  oave  made  this 
motion  at  ttits  time,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  petition 
just  preaen ted.  When  I  stand  here,  sir,  charged 
bya|»rt  of  the  cBmmuBiiy  with  beio^  one  of"  the 
eaames  of  the  people,"  notwilhitandinglara  wil- 
liag  10  CDBimit  the  petition,  treating  it  with  that 
Tca^i  Schick  I  conceive  to  be  due  from  os  to  the 
prayer  of  any  oortion  of  the  people,'!  with  my 
seaiimeola  on  tnis  sobject  to  be  seen. 

A  pruclamaiion  has  been  issued  by  one  of  the 
belbgerents  sioce  the  paasage  of  our  einbargo 
Uw,  sir.  Look  at  it.  What  says  it  1  CleBiance 
0r  BO  clearance,  we  will  receive  any  neutral  ves- 
tel  into  oar  ports  j  and,  in  speaking  of  neutrals, 
recollect  that  there  is  no  nation  in  the  civilized 
world  tbat  has  a  claim  to  the  title,  except  out- 
aelve*.  This  proclamation  then  tells  our  citizens 
"  Evade  tbe  laws  of  your  couDtry,  and  we  will 
receive  and  protect  you."  This  is  (he  plain  Eog- 
lishofiL 

If  the  mad  Powen  of  Europe  had  entered  into 
compact  to  injure  us  at  mach  as  ihey  could,  they 
could  not  bave  takea  a  more  direct  eoi 
i  «on«Lder  theai  both  alike,  and  the  n 
vronid  take  weald  place  them  both  on  the  saiiie 
footing.  I  have  made  my  resolutions  as  general 
m»  pocaiUe,  to  give  all  lautade  to  the  committee. 


Mr.  M.  then  reKd  b 

-  Raolved,  That  the  c 
part  of  the  Presidint'i  Mesuge  which  relates  to  Our 
fbraifn  relations,  be  inBtructed  to  inqairs  into  the  ei- 
padieney  of  eidodtng  by  law  ftom  the  ports,  barbora, 
and  watan  ^  the  tJniled  Btates,  all  armed  ships  sod 
<«bmIi  balanginglo  any  of  the  bclligerant  Poners  hav- 
ing in  force  orders  or  decree*  violating  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  the  United  Statas  as  a  nation. 

"  Sttotsed,  That  the  same  comniittee  be  instructed 
to  inqnin  into  the  expediency  of  prdiibitiDg  b;  law  the 
admicsion  into  Ihe  poil^  hsrtiDn,  and  waters  of  the 
Untied  States,  anj  ship  or  vanel  belonging  to  or  coming 
from  any  place  in  the  possesion  of  an;  of  the  ^kito- 
mentioned  Poifers,  alio  also  the  importatiDn  of  an; 
gocHls,  wares,  and  merchandise,  Ihe  franth,  prodnoe 
and  matiu&etura  of  the  dominion*  of  any  of  the  said 
Powers. 

"  Raotvtd,  That  the  same  committee  be  inatructsd 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  tbe  act  lad- 
ing an  embargo,  and  the  seieiala  acts  suppl«menlaiy 
■nd  additional  theceto." 

On  the  subject  of  the  first  of  these  rfsoluiions 
(said  Mr.  M.)  it  might  be  proper  (o  interdict  the 
entrance  of  all  armed  vessels,  although  I  have 
confined  the  interdiction  lo  the  belligerents.  A 
certaio  time  might  be  fixed  on  ^bich  the  lecond 
should. go  into  operation. 

1  have  tliougbt  pioper,  sir,  to  bring  forward  all 
th«se  resolutions  together,  to  show  my  own  opin- 
ion on  what  ought  to  be  dona.  It  is  litne  for  those 
who  thick  tbe  embargo  a  lawful  and  proper  mea- 
sure to  come  forward  and  declare  it.  No  other 
person  having  as  yet  thought  proper  to  do  it  I 
have  now  done  it.  I  believe  the  einbargo  was 
right;  thai  it  was  right  to  pass  laws  to  enforce  it ; 
and  believing  this,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  avowing 
it.  Time  has  been  when  ihe  impressment  of  oar 
seamen  was  cried  oat  against  by  a  large  majority 
of  Congress.  Now  the  cry  is,  that  we  will  not  let 
them  go  out  and  be  taken.  For  if  they  go  out 
they  must  be  taken.  Neither  of  the  two  great 
Powers  of  Europe  have  shown  the  least  dispo- 
sition to  relax  iheir measures;  neither  1  bopesball 
we.  I  believe  we  have  but  three  alternatives— 
tear,  embargo,  or  tubmiition.    The  last  I  discard ; 

'r    would  submit;  not  are  (here 

t  that  would.     That  is  out  of  the 

the  only  question 

of  the  world,  the  < 


.  whether 


many  people  io 
quesitoo  ;  then, 
tbe  present  siatt 
is  the  best  for  u 
has  been  proposed,  send  them  out,  and  you  have 
war  directly.  If  we  are  to  have  war.  I  should 
rather  have  it  openly,  and  let  tbe  nation  know 
tbat  we'  mean  it.  I  am  for  the  embarzo  yel.  I 
am  told  flour  is  from  thirty  to  fifty  dollars  a  bar- 
rel in  the  West  Indies;  1  am  also  told  that  wheat 
is  fourteen  shillings  sterling  a  bushel  in  England. 
This  must  have  an  effect,  if  adhered  to,  through 
Spain  and  Portugal.  France  if  she  carries  her 
armies  into  that  country,  cannot  support  them. 
Nor  can  Spain  support  her  own  armies,  and  at 
tbe  same  time  those  Qteat  Britain  sends  there; 
far  where  war  is  waged,  almost  all  agriculture  is 
destroyed  ;  and  it  only  requires  firmness  in  os  to 
force  them  both  by  this  measure  to  acknowledge 
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oar  ligbla.  tfl  am  mUlaken  in  my  apiuioD,  I  wisb 
that  measure  lo  be  adapted  which  may  best  main- 
laia  OUT  rights  and  independence. 

It  is  nnt  [he  embargo  which  causes  the  pres^ture 
on  the  people.  No,  sir,  it  is  the  orders  and  decrees 
of  England  aod  Fraoee.  Take  &  lirense  from 
England,  and  you  may  trade,  but  on  no  other 
terras.  Lei  an  officer  of  the  British  fleet  visit 
your  versel,  and  France  will  condemn  it.  These 
are  the  thiuffs  which  destroy  commerce.  The 
country  in  wBichlHve  feeU  the  measure  as  much 
■aanyj  they  are  azrieultu  rials,  and  their  orops 
remain  unsold  ;  and  if  they  will  do  wilhonl  the 
priDcipal,  and  tesist  imposition  by  withholding 
tbeir  praduce,  those  who  Aiake  a  proRi  by  the 
freight  of  our  produce,  may  afford  lo  lose  that 
pTofit.  Can  any  man  tell  what  would  beihecon- 
wquence  of  war,  in  these  times  1  In  common 
war  some  regard  is  bad  lo  the  laws  of  aaiioa;  by 
belligerents,  and  they  fight  each  other.  In  the 
present  war  the  belli^rents  disregard  the  laws  of 
oatioDS,  and  Gghl  every  one  but  one  aooiher. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  hy  saying  that  he  wis  aware 
that  he  had  said  nolhing  new,  Dor  coulil  anyrhiDg 
new  be  said.  The  documenu  published  ai  the 
last  session  and  those  published  now  put  the  sub- 
ject in  so  complete  a  point  of  view,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  add  light  to  them. 

The  House  agreed  lo  consider  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Alston  suggested  lo  hiscoUeague  ihe pro- 
priety of  referring  the  last  resolution  to  the  Com' 
millee  of  Commerce  and  Uanufactures,  who  had 
last  session  reported  all  the  bills  amendatory  lo 
the  embargo  laws. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  meant  nothing  less  than 
disrespect  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Haaufactutes,  but  he  wished  all  the  resolutions 
to  go  to  one  committee,  that  they  might  have  the 
whole  system  before  them. 

Mr.  Dana  made  a  few  observations  which  were 
not  distinctly  beard.  He  thought  that  an  agree- 
ment to  the  Ihiid  resoiutioQ  would  commit  the 
Bouse  on  the  subject  of  the  embarito;  and  sog- 
geaied  the  propriety  of  taking  the  quesiioo  ou  each 
aeparaiely. 

Mr.  QuiKor  said  he  wished  the  last  resolution 
to  be  separated  from  the  first,  as  the  House  would 
be  committed  by  its  adoption.  Not  that  he  wished 
to  avoid  a  discussion  of  that  subject,  for  he  wi^ihed 
for  nothing  so  much  as  that  the  House  would  per- 
mit them  Id  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject  in 
Commillee  of  the  Whole.  [Mr.MACONconsenled 
that  the  last  tesolulion  should  lie  oo  the  table.] 
Mr.  Q,.  said  he  wished  to  press  a  discussion  on  ibe 
subject  of  the  embargo  ;  for  such  was  the  state 
of  public  opinfon  in  the  Northern  part  of  ihe 
Union  that  but  one  general  sentiment  prevailed. 
that  the  embargo  would  be  immediately  raised. 
Instead  of  postponiog  the  subject  from  day  to 
day,  he  only  wished  ii  to  come  before  the  House 
that  gentlemen  miehl  understand  one  another, 
sod  put  an  end  to  ibe  doubts  that  now  eiisled. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
Macon  were  agreed  to  without  a  divistoo.  The 
third  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table— yeas  78. 
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ig  tu  the  order  of  the  day,  resolrt 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  reso- 
lution moved  on  the  tenth  instant,  reljlive  to  a 
repeal  of  the  several  acts  laying  an  embargo  on 
nil  ships  and  vessels  in  the  purls  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  56, 
nays  58,  as  follows: 

TiAS— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Borwell  Bawett,  WilliBU 
Blackledge,  John  Cunpbell,  Epsphraditus  Chunpion, 
Martin  Chlttenclen,  Malthsw  CU;,  John  Cloplon,  John 
CulpFpar,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Charles  Goidsborough,  Ed- 
win Giaj,  Jabn  Harris,  John  Heiater,  William  Bogc, 
Richard  8.  Jackion,  RDbfrtJenkuia,  James  KBllj.John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Edward  Llojil,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion, 
Joaish  Maitcn,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgamery, 
junioi,  Jonathan  O.  Moselj,  Gurdao  8.  Mumroit), 
Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Joaiab  Qnin- 
cy,  John  Randolph,  Malthiai  Richards,  Samuel  Riker, 
John  Rusaell,  Jame*  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jededish  K. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samitel  Smith,  .Richaid  Stanford, 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Storgea,  Peter  Swait, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Jabei  Upham,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensaelaer.  Isaac  WU- 
bour,  David  R.  William*,  and  Nathan  Wilaon. 

Nats^ Willi!  Alston,  jun,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Jowpk 
Barker,  William  W.  Bibb,  Thomaa  Blount,  Adam 
Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burweil,  WiUiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Georg«  W.  Campbell,  Rich- 
ard Cutti,  John  Dawson,  Joceph  Desha,  Dsniei  H. 
Durell,  John  W.  Eppea,  William,  Findlcj,  Meahack 
Franklin,  James  M.  Garnctt,  Thomas  Gholion.jnnioi, 
Peteraon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green;  William  Helm*, 
James  Holland,  David  Holmea,  Bonjamin  Hownrd, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilslej,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Walter  Jones,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Love. 
William  McCrseiy,  Joho  Montgomery.  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholas,  John  Poi^ 
ter,  John  Pugb,  John  Rea  of.  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob  Richards,  BeDJamin  Say, 
EbeneHr  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Henij 
Southard,  Clement  Storer,  John  Tbompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Gaatge  M.  Trtjup,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  itaN 
Wharton,  Bobcit  Whitehill,  and  Alaiandei  Wilson. 

Friday,  Wovember  18. 

Mr.  HoLUES,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
made  reports  favorable  to  the  petitions  of  sundrjr 
inhabitants  of  Knox  county,  Kentucky,  and  of 
Dauiel  Cotton  ;  which  were  referred  lo  (he  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  stating  Ibai,  in 
consequence  of  not  being  able  to  make  payment 
of  the  purchase  money  due  for  public  lauds,  tbeir 
purchases  are  liable  lo  forfeiture. 

[The  petition  contains  the  following  sentence: 

"  NotwiUiatanding  your  petitioner*  find  their  means 
of  payment  suspended,  and  aineerelj  regret  tbecanaea 
which  have  produced  the  ocarci^  of  circulating  atpii- 
nm,  and  thajoas  of  a  market,  yet  we  are  deddediy  oi 
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H.  OP  R. 


•pinioD  that  the  tneararM  panned  by  the  Oeneial 
GoTEmmeDt  were  thnee,  tnd  thoae  oalj,  that  Mted  otii 
eoantij  from  the  enia  and  dktreaiei  of  war,  and  which 
Bniorea  WB  are  williog  to  rappert  With  oar  livei  •■ 
well  ae  ear  pnipeitj."j 

The  Mtiiion  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  QinNCT  TamtA  rfiit  it  be  printed  Tor  the 
Qie  of  the  member* ;  Degalivrd — ayes  20. 

Mr.  Lewis  preaented  a  pelicioD  6{  (he  Tentry 
of  ibe  Episcopal  Church,  in  rhelown  of  Alexan- 
dria, praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  aathoriz- 
\ag  the  petiiioners  to  raise,  by  way  of  iotiery,  the 
ram  of  twelve  thou!<and  dollars,  for  the  purpose 
of  baildJDg  a  new  church,  aod  the  purefaawe  of  a 
burial  grbuDd  wilhio  the  said  town,  or  its  ticId- 
ity-— Referred  to  the  Committee  fot  the  District 
of  Colambia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  ibe  Presidcm  of  the  LegislatiTeCoaaeil  of 
Indiaaa  Terriiory,  enclosing  a  report  of  a  Com- 
Bitiee  of  (he  Houie  of  RepreaeoiaiiTes  of  the 
aid  Territory,  adopted  by  the  said  House.;  also, 
ibe  copy  of  a  petilloD  from  sundry  iahabitanti  of 
that  Territory,  in  opposition  (o  the  admission  of 
•larery  oriuToluDtary  aerrilade  within  (he  same. 

The  BpBAKER  laid  before  the  Hoote  certain 
retotniinna  of  ilie  Lefislaiive  Conoeil  of  the  In- 
diana Territory,  relative  to  the  eJeeiion  of  mem- 
bers of  the.  said  CoDDcil  by  citizena  of  the  said 
Terriiory  eDlilled  to  vole  for  RepreseolBliTeslo 
tbe  Osneral  Assembly  of  that  Territory;  and 
tha(  ihe  continuatice  in  office  of  the  members  of 
(he  CbuDcil  shall  be  for  the  term  of  four  yean 
oiiljv— Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table. 

The  SpBAKEH  laid  before  the  House  a  certifi- 
cate from  (he  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Represeo  tat  ires  of  the  said  Territory  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Jebse  B.  TBouAa,  to  serve  in  ifais  HoQse 
u  the  Delegate  in  Congrees  for  the  said  Terrilo- 
Tf,  in  tbe  rOom  of  Beojamio  Parke,  who  has  re- 
signed his  seat;  which  was  read,  and  referred  tu 
(he  Commitiee  of  Elections. 

Hr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  from  tbe  Gommhtee 
oa  Put  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill 
lo  antborize  the  conveyance  of  certain  papers  and 
doeumenta,  by  the  mail,  free  of  postage  ;  which 
was  road  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
rewl  Ihe  third  lime  on  Monday  next.    - 

Mr.  Gholbon  presented  ibe  petition  of  Amey 
Dardin,  of  the  eoo'oty  of  Mecklenburg,  in  Ibe 
Sute  of  Virginia,  widow  and  relict  of  David 
Dardin,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  tbe 
Talne  of  a  horse  called  Romulus,  which  was  im- 
pressed into  the  service  of  the  Continental  army 
iloritig  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain.— Referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

TERHITOIUAL  GOVERNMENTS. 
On  moiion  of  Mr.  PoiHnexTER,  the  House  re- 
•olved  itself  inio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
tiie  bill  concerning  Territorial  Governments. 
Tjhe  bj.H  haviiig  been  read — 
Mr.  Bibb  aaid,  ifaat  if  the  Honse  were  bow 
eaiJed  upon  for  ttib  first  time  lapaas.an  ordinance 
for  the  guvenKoent  of  tbe  Territorie*  of  the 


United  Stairs,  he  shoold  attach  very  little  im- 
ince  to  the  decision  of  the  present  question, 
be  considered  it  not  now  an  abstract  ques- 
tion of  expediency,  but  as  one  of  great  moment, 
from  tbe  circnmslances  with  which  it  was  con- 
nected. He  denied  the  right  of  tbe  House  to 
pas.t  tbe  bill ;  and  if  they  had  not  (be  right,  it  waa 
surely  unnect-ssary  to  argue  Ihe  quetiion  on  (he 
ground  of  policy.  Itwoutd  be  recoltecied  that 
the  Mississippi  Terriiory  was  formerly  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  ceded  by  that 
Siaie  to  the  United  Slates  on  certain  conditions, 
IDE  of  which  was  that  the  ordinance  for  the  gov- 
;rnraent  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  tbe  Ohio 
ibould  be  the  basis  of  the  goyernmenl  uf  tbeMi»- 
lissippi  Territory.  If  ihiK,  said  he,  be  one  of  the 
conditions  of  a  compact  between  the  United 
ex  and  Georgia,  purely  ihe  United  Slates 
'  no  right  to  infringeJii  without  the  consent 
of  Georgia;  and  I,  as  one  of  her  Repress  □  tall  ves. 
formBlIy  prolest  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
It  may  ne  said,  that  Georgia  is  very  little  inter- 
ested in  the  abstract  question,  whether  the  Gov- 
r  should  or  should  not  hare  the  power  of 
prorogation  ;  hut,  if  a  right  exists  to  alter  one 
part  of  the  ordinaoce  without  ihe  consent  of 
Georgia,  it  certainly  implies  a  power  lo  alter  it  in 
rery  part. 

Mr.  Troop  moved  chat  the  Committee  rise  and 
iport  progress. 

Mr.  PotNOESTER  inquired  of  the  gentleman, 
what  was  his  object  in  making  this  motion  1 
Mr.  TaoDP  said,  his  object  was  thai  the  Com- 
iliee  should  rise  and  report  progress,  and  give 
m  an  opportuoily  of  making  a  motion  that  the 
further  consideraticn  thereof  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ;  and  he  made  (he  motion  for  Ibe  bei«i  of 
all  possible  reasons — that  Ibe  Committee  had  no 
reason  before  it  to  induce  it  to  aci  otherwise. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  said,  he  would  state  ibe  rea- 
sons for  which  he  had  introduced  the  bill,  and 
whieh  would,  he  hoped,  insure  it  Ibe  sanction  of 
ibe  Commillee.  I  will;  in  the  first  place,  said 
Mr,  P.,  advert  to  that  (tart  of  the  ordinance  which 
is  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  bill  undet  con- 
sideration. In  the  ordinance  for  the  government 
df  Ibe  Northwestern  Territory  will  be  found  ihi'a 
article;  "The  Governor  ^hall  have  power  to  nro- 
rogue  and  dissolve  the  General  Assembly,  w&en, 
in  bis  opinion,  it  shall  be  expedient."  The  bill 
proposes  to  take  away  this  power,  as  being  arbi- 
trary and  oppresHive  in  Ihe  extreme,  and  ineom- 
miible  with  the  Constitution  oflhe  United  State*. 
This  ordinance  was  passed  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Cooslltulion,  and  if  it  had 
been  the  subject  of  consjdemiion  subsequent  to 
its  adoption,  this  provision  had  never  been  insert- 
ed, giving  (o  Oovernors  of  Territories  a  power 
paramount  to  any  power  possessed  by  the  Prest- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates.  Take  away  ibis 
pow«r  and'a  Governor  wilt  still  have  left  the 
power  of  negativing  all  acts,  so  that  none  can 
pass  wiihoui  his  assent ;  and,  being  the  agent  of 
ihe  General  Government,  he  would  give  consent 
to  no  law  incompatible  with  the  inieiests  of  the 
United  Slalea. 
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It  has  been  said  ihiit  ilt«  OTiIioaDce  cannot  ii 
altered  without  the  comniaii  consent  of  the  pai 
tiei  to  it,  and  that  the  Stale  of  Georgia  must  b. 
called  upon  lo  ffirc  its  assent  before  the  Congress 
can  alter  it.  There  are  two  parts  of  thu  ordi- 
nance; the  first  contaias  the  form  of  governinent, 
mod  the  second  several  articles  of  compact  wbicb 
Ktt  declared  uoaltenble  but  with  coniinon  eoc- 
■ent.  Afier  reciting  Ihe  form  of  goTernment,  the 
ordinance  tayi: 

"  Tht  fblloyring  articles  ihnU  b«  cooiidered  sa  ai 
clei  oF  compact  bstneen  (he  original  Statu  and  I 
people  of  the  State*  in  the  antd  Territorj,  and  fbrei 
temaia  nnHli«r*bIe>   nn)ew  bj 


[Here  follow  eiz  articles.]  The  ordinaac. 
clareslbat  which  fulUws  the  declaration  t 
unalterable,  but  by  common  consent ;  it  follows 
of  consequence  that  that  which  precedes  the  de- 
claration is  alterable.  Indfpenileiit  of  this  rea- 
soning, which  cannot  be  refuted,  at  erery  session 
since  we  hare  been  e  Territory,  there  have  been 
laws  passed  altering  the  ordinance,  in  some  shape 
or  other.  For  example,  the  ordinance  requires 
two  judges  to  hold  a  court ;  and,  in  a  variety  of 
instBBces,  Congress  has  legislated  with  respect  to 
the  form  of  government  oTthe  Territory.  I  had 
Bupposed  that  the  articles  of  agreement  between 
(he  United  States  and  Georgia  had  becoiDe  obso' 
leie,  with  respect  to  the  imagined  necessity  of  tbe 
consent  of  Qeorgia  to  legislation  on  tbe  subject 
of  the  Territory.  It  was  urged  at  tbe  last  sas- 
■ion  with  all  tbe  eloquence  which  (he gentlemen 
from  Georgia  are  in  so  great  a  degree  possessed, 
and  disregarded  ;  for  it  was  decided  by  both 
Houses  that  tbe  United  Stares  had  a  rigbl  to  rule 
tbe  Territory  without  the  consent  of  Georgia. 

Tbe  CoQslitution  of  the  United  States  aays 
that  Congress  shall  "have  power  tp  dispose  of 
'  and  make  all  needful,  rules  and  regulations  re- 
'  specting  the  territory  or  other  property  b^long- 
'  ing  to  the  United  Slates."  Can  an  agreement 
atiiiiig  from  the  exercise  of  thiBpot*er,sup^sede 
the  right  of  exercising  the  power  expressly  dele- 
gated by  the  Constitution  itself  T     Certainly  noL 

On  the  gronad  of  policy,  I  presume,  that  there 
is  DO  gentleman  who  will  contend  that  tbe  power 
of  whiah  I  wish  to  deprive  (be  Governors, ought 
to  be  retained.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
himselfsays,  that  if  he  were  about  to  frame  an 
original  ordinance,  he  would  not  think  of  such  a 
power.  As  the  opinion  of  Judge  Tucker  has 
Wen  referred  lo  on  one  subject,  I  will  reier  to  it 
on  the  subject  of  prerogative.  Let  it  be  reeol- 
Ucted,  that  the  power  to  prorogue  and  dissolve  is 
oue  of  the  highest  prert^tives  of  tbe  King  of 
Eaglaad  :  that  it  crept  into  the  governments  of 
his  colonies,  and  thence  into  this  ordinance,  pre- 
vious to  the  adoption  of  tbe  Constitution.  It  now 
temains  for  the  United  States  to  say,  whether 
they  will  copy  after  Great  Britain,  and  because 
it  iaa  high  prerogative,  give  tbe  Governors  of  the 
Territonts  of  the  United  States  the  same  powers 
a*  she  gives  to  her  Territorial  Oorernors.  I  trntt 
it  will  be  expunged. 


■■  The  title  ■  prerogative,'  It  la  prenuDed,  waa  ami- 
Uhlad  in  America  with  tha  EingI;  GaaMBmeaL" 
"  Tliia  definition  (of  prerogative)  ia  aooagh  to  make  a 
citisen  of  the  Ilnited  Btatea  ahndder  at  Ike  recoUeeiiM 
that  he  was  bom  under  a  Goiernnent  in  which  each 
doobines  were  received  as  catholic,"  Ax- 

This  is  the  opinion  of  Judge  Tacker.  Is  not 
'this  aofficieni  to  induce  ua  to  lake  away  fiom 
Governors  this  prerogative!  Is  not  this  Tea  I  ore 
modelled  after  tbe  feature  in  tbe  GoverorDem  of 
England?  Certainly;  and  that  il is  transferred 
from  her  Colonial  Qovernment,  1  can  show  by  tba 

f resent  ordinance  for  tbe  government  of  Canada, 
lo  which  Mr.  P.  referred.}  It  it  tb«  same  pTinci. 
pie,  and  we  have  copied  it. 

I  will  not  object  to  reiaiA  this  power,  if  any 
gentleman  can, show  anyadvanlage  to  be  giined 
by  it.  I  will  suppose  an  extreme  caie  ;  that  any 
of  the  Territories  designed  td  commit  treason, 
and  the  Legislature  were  to  pass  an  Act  giving 
it  their  tanciion; -(and  tbey  have  ahoitn  less 
treasooahle  disposition  than  some  of  the  elder 
States,  if  we  may  judse  from  occnirences  of  a 
few  years  pait)— could  not  the  Governor  put 
his  negative  on  this  law '1  There  could  be  no  such 
law  without  his  coasent.  It  is  therefore  entirety 
UQuecessary,  in  any  posaible  caee.  to  give  the 
Governor  the  arbitrary  power  of  aissolviog  thtt 
Lesialature. 

There  is  a  special  reason,  which  has  operaud 
npOB  my  mind  as  forcibly  as  ibegeacrsl  reaton 
in  favor  of  the.biti  on  the  table,  la  the  Territo- 
ry which  I  bare  the  honor  to  repreaent,  wehave 
Men  nearly  twelve  montbi  without  any  Legisla- 
lure.  Tbe  Oovernor  thought  proper  to  dissolve 
tbe  Assembly  without  any  reason  given,  for  the 
ordinance  does  not  bitjd  him  to  assign  reasons  for 
his  acts.  Within  a  few  days,  a  new  Council  hat 
been  chosen,  which  mav  again  be  di^olved  as 
aooD  as  it  meets,  and  the  Territory. again  left 
without  a  Legislature,  and  do  reason  attigned  for 
the  procedure.  Is  it  posaible  that  this  Govern- 
ment will  sanction  soch  arbitrary  practice-?  If 
it  does,  it  will  be  the  first  case  since  the  Revolu- 
which  such  a  procedure  has  been  aanc- 
tioncd.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  gentlemen  to  the 
gloriouB  year  1776.  I  beg  thtm  torevcrtto  that 
lent,  in  wbicball  the  ains  of  our  political 
George  III,  were  delineated,  and  they  will 
at  one  of  the  charges'  ngainai  him  was 
that  he  permitted  hia  Qbvernora  to'dbsolve  tbe 
Legishiiures  from  lime  to  time.  'Are  we  prepaid 
ed  lo  ingraft  these  arbitrary  pdiieiples  into  our 
Constitution,  »Dd  cherish  them  when  praeused  ia 

arbitrary  a  manner?  Instead  oftbii ordinance 
being  passed  with  delibe^lion,  it  mast  have  pass-, 
ed  originally  aub  n'2«nfiOjand  been  adopted  for 
all  the  qew  Territories  without  auy  discussion  at 
all;  for,  if  the  principle  had  been  Investigated,  it 
would  never  have  been  enacted  into  a  law.  Ia 
the  Declaration  of  independence  it  is  staled  that 
(George  Hi)  has  dissolved  Represeotative 
'  Houses  repeatedly^  for  opposing,  with  manly 
'  Grmoeat  his  iovasions  od  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
'  pie."  Hero  we  see  (hat,  at  that  day,  we  coni- 
pUioed  of  the  atbiiruy  sxereiae  of  power,  sod  I 
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hope  that,  at  tiiis  day,  we  sball  gfve '  it  ■  deaih- 
lAow.  If  any  geDtleman  wishes  to  retiin  it,  lei 
him  liww  ■  single  ponibte  ciae  ie  which  it'  cmn 
pnnerly  be  cxerciwd — neTCr,  but  to  gratify  the 
amoition  or  caprice  of  la  iodlTidual.  The  peo- 
ple elect' Repfeieniati res  and  Nsd  them  to  legii- 
late  -,  if  they  ^o  doI  pletie  the  Qovernor.  he  can 
tay,  '' genlleoien,  go  to  yodr  hatnes — I  diuoUe 

ron."  Can  there  beany  Bceessity  for  (hit?  Bat 
will  not  delatn  tkm  Honse  longer,  except  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  ibe  Committee  will  not  rise, 
■■lev  it  be  to  teport  the  bill. 

Mr.  TaoDP  Hid  he  would  date,  in  as  few 
words  as  lie  eoald,  bis  objections  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill.  It  was  odI^  ibe  day  before  yesterday 
that  this  bill  had  been  introduced  into  the  House, 
MOfMBg  to-alter  one  part  of  the  ordinance. 
To-day,  a  'pelilioa  eame  from  another  Terri- 
tory to  alter  aDoifaer  part  of  it.  Before  they  ad- 
jooTsed,  it  was  teu  iDooUDd  to  one  that  not  a 
remnaDt  of  the  ordiaanee  wotild  be  left,  with 
their  good  will. 

I  hare  before  stated  it  as  my  opinion,  said  he, 
ihai  the  attieles  of  the  oidinaaee  are  a  eommct 
between  the  people  of  the  States  and  of  the  Ter- 
ritories, nnaiterahle  but  with  the  conseBl  of  both 
parlt«*r  Wilb  the  permission  ofibeHonsc.  I  wiH 
rend  the  opinion  of  Jadge  Tucker  on  this  inb- 
jeci :    ■ 

"  Gragrsss,  under  tb«  Ibiiner  confsdoation,  pused 
■a  orJmmace  Jolr  13, 17ST,  for  the  soTommsnt  of  tba 
Torilory  of  (be  United  Bl«t«  Nortfafrsst  of  ths  Ohio, 
>hich  eonlained,  amsiig  other  things,  sii  srtielM, 
«biel)  wore  !•  be  oDnMorad  as  srlielea  af  tximptct  be- 
toeen  Ibe  original  States  and  the  people  and  States 
•f  said  Tanitory,  and  to  lemsin.nnallerable,  except 
hyuMMai.- consent.  Thsee  article*  sppear  to  have 
been  eaafirmed  b^  the  sixth  aitiela  of  the  Consti- 
tatiao,  irhich  dedaies,  that  all  debts  eontrseted  sod 
■Df^eaiaite  entei«d  inta,  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Ciioeftalion,  shall  bs  u  tslid  agatust  the  Uiiiled 
States  nndcT  the  Constitotion  ss  under  the  Coobde- 

Intk 
parties 

State  of  Georgia,  and  the  people  of  the  Territo- 
ries. Ton  will  recollect,  as  my  colleague  prop- 
erty slated  to  you,  that  the  right  of  soil  and  juris- 
dictioa  of  this  Territory  was  originally  in  the 
people  of  Qeorgia.  Of  course  (Georgia  had  power 
to  prescribe  for  the  Territory  what  form  of  gor- 
(TSHeDt  she  pleased,  provided  it  was  republican. 
By  the  articles  of  cession,  the  itKbt  of  soil  and 
jariadtctiOD  waeeeded  to  the  peo|He  of  the  United 
Siatee^  on  the  express  condition  that  the  articles 
oTihe  dtdinance  should  form  the  corernmeot  of 
ilae Mississippi  Tern toryjftnd  that taey  should  not 
be  ftoTeroed  otherwise.  The  infereace  inevitably 
is,  ihattbe  Slate  of  Georgia  would  not  hare  ceded 
bat  npon  the  express  condition  ;  and  this  infer- 
eaee  is  ibe  more  ioeTitabte,  inasmuch  is,  in  ibis 
elaose^  Oeorgia  has  made  an  express  eiceplion  to 
a  patiiealar  article  in  the  ordinance ;  from  which, 
I  say  tliat  Georgia  intended  that  no  other  altera- 
tkHi  should  be  made. 

Wiwt  was  the  policy  of  the  ordiaaflee,  and 


what  the  object  o(  its  framers  1  Why,  assuredly, 
to  render  the  goreinmenis  of  the  Territories  de- 
pendent  on  the  QoTerament  of  the  United  States. 
And  how  was  it  to  be  effected  1  By  making  the 
Territorial  Legislature  in  a  great  degree  depend- 
ent on  the  OoTernor,  and  him  absolutely  depend- 
ent on  the  Federal  ExecutiTe.  The  moment  we 
make  the  Legislature  of  a. Territory  independent 
of  its  ExeculiTe,  We  make  it  independent  of  the 
Pedrral  Govetnmeni. 

And  again,  as  my  colleague  has  correctly  told 
yOD,  if  you  hate  a  right  to  repeal  one  part  of  lh« 
ordinance,  you  have  a  right  to  repeal  another 
part,  and  so  orerturn  the  whole  system  at  a  blow. 
If  BO,  what  will  he  the  efleet  on  the  articles  of 
cession  and  agreement  between  you  and  Georgia? 
1  will  tell  you.  By  the  articles  of  cession  you 
reserre  to  youtself  the  right  of  disposing  of  tba 
Territory ;  you  also  agree  to  pay  Georgia,  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
out  of  the  product  of  the  Brst  sales  of  the  land. 
Suppose  von  trantfened  to  the  independent  Legist 
lature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  the  right  to 
disposeof  this  Territory,  what  security  hasQeor- 

Sia  for  the  payment  of  her  one  million  two  bun- 
red  and  6fi^  thousand  dollarsi  Moreover,  I  feel 
every  dispasiiion  to  treat  ivith  respect  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  particularly  as 
I  perceive  that  iney  approve  of  that  course  of  our 
Government,  in  which  I  most  heartily  concur) 
yet  I  most  say  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
nave  a  landed  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the 
OovernmeBt  of  the  United  States.  Tske  awaf 
from  the  Governor  his  power  to  prorogne  and  dis- 
solve^ leave  bim  the  veto,  and  there  will  soon  ba 
collision.  The  Legislature  passes  an  act;  the 
Governor  puts  his  veto  on  it.  The  Legislature 
stands  out,  and  the  Qovernor  will  not  yield,  and 
eTenloally  vou  may,  perhaps,  have  to  decide  the 
question  or  Territorial  property  by  the  sword. 
Recollect,  that  upward  of  six  thousand  peopls 
have  gone  over  in  the  present  year,  with  every 
apparent  intention  to  force  a  settlement  against 
your  interest  and  that  of  Georgia.  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  military  have  received  orders  to  dia- 
perae  them.  I  trust  that  they  wilt  ba  dispersed, 
atid  that  every  man  who  stands  forth  in  nsist- 
ance-will  be  put  to  the  sword. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  Territory 
is  certainly  mistaken  ax  to  one  poinL  He  saema 
to  consider  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutea 
as  givinr  to' the  people- of  the  Territories  the 
same  rights  as  the  people  of  the  Slates.  It  u  a 
mistaken  idea,  neither  warranted  by  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  the  Con«iiiDtioa.  For  altfaongh  ih« 
Constitution  has  declared  that  thO'  people  of  one 
State  are  entitled  to  alt  the  rights  and  pririlegea 
of  another,  yet  it  has  not  declared  that  the  people 
of  the  Terfilories  have  the  same  rights  ax  the 
people  of  the  States.  In  another  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution it  is,  indeed,  expressly  declared  that  Con- 
gress shall  make  all  laws  for  the  disposal  of  tb« 
Territoriea ;  hut  there  is  a  salro^  that  all  acts  done 
and  contracts  made  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  Consiituiioo,  shall  be  aa  binding  as  if  don* 
afwrward.    The  articles  of  the  oidinano*  wan 
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by  the  Congress  of  '87,  composed  of  men  whi 
ioKgrity  was  ioeorruptible,  and  judgmeotalmoBi 
'  iafariible-    The«e  articles,  from  ibat  lime  to  this, 
have  remained  onaUered,  and  carried  the  Terri- 
loiies  through  difficulties,  almost  insQperabIc,  to 
proiperit;.    Aud  now,  for  the  first  or  second 
lime,  an  alteration  is  propmed,  the  cooset^ui 
of  which  cauDot  be  foreseen,  with  out  any  evidi 
that  it  is  either  necessary  or  expedient. 

The  population  of  every  new  country  must 
eesaarily  be  composed  of  a  beierogedeoDi  r 
lure  of  Tarioui  tempers,  characters,  and  inter 
In  a  population  thus  com po*ed,  it  would  be  highly 
ridiculous  lo  expect  Ibai  love  of  order  and  o^di- 
enee  to  law  would  always  predominate.    There- 
fore the  old  Congress  wisely  TewrTed  to  itself  the 
tight  to  control  them  ;    to  gire  the   Qovernor 
power,  when  a  Legislature  becama  disorderly,  to 
diMoUe  them;  and  for  the  exercise  of  this  power 
be  is  BccouDiable  to  the  Qeaeral  Oorernmeai. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  wishes  us  aol 
(o  treat  the  Territories  as  children,  whose  wild 
extraragancies  mayrequire  correcting  by  the  in- 
dulgent hand  of  their  parents,  but  aa  the  equals 
of  the  Slate«,  without  any  other  reasooihan' that 
which  he  stales  to  be  the  situation  of  the  people 
of  his  Territory.  They  will  next  wish  us  lo  ad- 
mit them  into  the  Union  before  their  population 
will  aulhoiize  it ;  tell  us  that  that  Territory  does 
not  grow  fast  enough,  and  we  must  demolish  the 
■ystem  for  their  convenience. 

Mr.  T.  adverted  to  the  representation  made  by 
Mr.  PoiNnEXTBR,  of  the  slate  of  things  now  ex- 
ialin^  in  the  Miisissippi  Territory.  If  saob  were 
Che  situation  of  the  Territury,  and  Mr.  T.  said  be 
■incerely  regretted  it,  he  could  put  the  gentlernqn 
in  a  way  of  settling  the  dispute  io  a  regotar  and 
ConatitutioDal  way,  and  which  would  be  the 
most  prudeDL  and  adriiable.  Certainly,  in  this 
dispute,  one  of  the  parties  must  be  right  and  the 
other  wronE.  They  had  sothing  to  do  bnt  prefer 
their  compraintE  before  the  proper  authority,  and, 
if  they  were  there  aubstaniiaied,  ihey  wonld  ob- 
tain redress  ot  their  i*robgg.  IF,  on  tne  contrary, 
the  people  were  wrong  aod  the  Governor  right, 
the  wisdom  of  ihls  part  of  the  ordinanca  would  be 
proved  beyond  qnestion. 

Mr.  PoinoExTER  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Geoi^ia  bad  get  out  with  telling  the  House 
that  if  the  Legislature  were  madeindepeodentof 
the  Qovernor,  ibey  could  pass  any  law  tney  pleas- 
ed respectins  land  tides.  The  gentleman  could 
HOI  have  looved  at  the  ordinance,  for  there  was 
an  express  provision  that  tbe  Legislature  should 
"never  interfere  with  the  [irimary  disposal  of  the 
'soil  bjr  the  United  States  in  Congrea?  assembled, 
'  nor  with  any  regulations  Congress  may  find  ne- 
'  ceiitary  for  seeoriog  the  title  la  such  soil,"  Ac. 
Independent  of  this,  it  is  control  sufficient  if  the 
Governor  have  a  veto  on  the  laws.  The  genlie- 
man  has  lold  you,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  these  articles 
ue  vnalierable  but  witli  commim  consent.  Whett 


up  before,  I  read  that  part  which  is  unalterable. 
It  ii  the  articles  of  ordinance  and  Dot  the  form  of 
government;  and  to  this  Judge  Tucker  refers 
when  he  speaks  of  ii.  The  gentleman  hat  taid, 
that  thesiiuation  of  the  people  would  not  be  bet- 
tered by  taking  away  the  power,  if  the  veto  were 
left.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be  ameKorated.  Let 
the  Governor  retain  his  veto,  but  let  them  remain 
in  session,  and  pass  laws,  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment may  see  whether  such  laws  are  worthy 
of  rejection  orof  approbation.  Now.  if  the  Got- 
ernor  discovers  them  about  to  pass  a  law  or  doaa 
act  he  does  not  like,  he  sends  them  home.  Lop 
off  a  little  of  this  Executive  power,  and  tel  tha 
Legislature  pass  laws  which  he  may  negative^ 
and  the  General  Government  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  that  the  Governor  will  not 
conseot  to  proper  laws.  Trust  your  Executive 
and  distrust  the  people,  and  yoo  sap  (he  founda- 
tion of  the  Oorernment.  Whatever  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  tbe  people  ere  always  wrongand 
the  Executive  right,  strikes  at  ibe  root  of  repab- 


tutions. 


The  gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  wildnets  and 
extravagance  of  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory.  Qoes  he  recollect  tbe  invasion  of  the 
Spaniards  two  years  ago  1  That,  at  a  few  dajs' 
notice,  at  the  requisition  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  adeiachment  of  two  hundred  and  6riy  mi- 
litia were  sixty  miles  on  their  match  1  Wbenaa 
arch  traitor  from  the  East  designed  to  serCr  the 
Union,  the  people  of  the  Territory,  without  call, 
assembled  near  the  city  of  Nalcbex,  and  ar»ste<i 
the  traitor.  These  proceedings  cannot  be  exceed- 
ed even  by  the  spirit  or  prudence  of  the  .Slate  of 
Georgia.  I  hope  the  indignation  of  this  House 
will  be  displayed  at  these  insinuations  again<t  the 
moiives  of  people  who  hare  manifested  the  greats 
est  patriotism.    In  respect  to  the  late  measures  of 


no  people  better  support  ihera.  There  may  b« 
svmpiomsorwildoess  andexirBTaganee,butlbey 
snow  a  submission  to  the  laws  and  measorei  of 
ihe  Union. 

The  gentleman  talks  of  tMider  parents.  If  ha 
considers  the  Slate  of  Geoi^ia  as  ooe  of  our  ten- 
der parents,  I  protest  igainai  it.  Although  she  be 
one  of  our  parents,  there  has  been  no  propoaitloD 
ever  made  on  this  floor,  for  the  good  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, which  has  not  met  tbe  opposition  of  thai 
Slate.  But  these  are  subjects  on  which  I  will 
>t  dwell. 

Tbe  gentleman  has  staled  that  a  nambet  of 
people  have  gone  over  lo  the  Missisiippi  Territo- 
ry lo  settle  lands,  against  the  express  provisions 
of  the  law.  That,  under  the  pretext  of  a  pur- 
chase from  an  Indian,  named  Double  Head,  peo- 
'  I  are  gone  over  (o  settle  lands,  is  true;  hut 
where  7  From  Georgia.  They  are  citi- 
zens of  Georgia  ;  people  nurtured  by  this  tender 
parent  into  a  state  of  manhood,  and  anwillisg  to 
participate  longer  in  tbe  tender  caresof  tbe  Stale 
of  Georgia.  They  hate  been,  very  properly,  or- 
dered to  be  driven  off  by^military  force,  because 
they  bare  infringed  a  law  of  the  United  Slalea. 
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Bui  ibcse  things  do  dqi  touch  tbepmentquesitOB. 
1  now  propose  to  take  away  a  power  which  bai 
be«a.  by  mi^iake,  incoipoiaied  inlo  the  Coosiitu- 
tioD  of  a  free  people. 

Mr.  Bibb  aaid  ihat  the  State  of  Oeorgia  had 
never  undertaken  to  legislate  for  the  Mississippi 
Territorf ;  but  ihere  was  a  compact  existing  or- 
tween  the  Uniied  Stales  and  Georgia,  and  '■ 
called  Dpon  the  UoitFiI  States  to  adhere  to 
Tbef  dared  not  violate  it,  except  the|  could  vio- 
Uie  the  most  solemo  compacl— the  CoDstilu" 

Mr.  Trocp  olntrred  that,  it  bad  been  said 
power  of  the  GoTernor  was  a  badge  of  slavery 
copird  from  the  British  coasiiiution.  That  io 
many  things  they  had  been  copied  too  far,  he 
agreed;  but  as  to  this  prerogative, it  was  aosuci 
badge  of  slarery,  and  was  found  not  only  in  ibi 
arliclrs  of  the  orditmnce.  but  in  the  coostituiioBS 
of  Tarious  Stales,  qualified  in  a  greater  or  let 
degree.  Mr.  T.qiioled  The  constitulions  of  Nei 
York  and  Massachusetts,  both  which  States  had 
beeo  considered  republican.  Massac huselCi,  lo  be 
sure,  was  a  little  wareringaow,  but  he  hoped  ahe 
kad  not  quite  gone  over  to  ihe  enemy  yei.  These 
eonstiiuiioDs  gave  a  qualified  prerogatiTa  to '  the 
GoTernor  of  ihe  Stale.  \ 

The  Commiitee  now  rosf-^^  to  36. 
Mr.  Thoup  moved  that  ihe  further  eousidera. 
tion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely — [equiv- 
alenl  to  rejection.] 

Ml.  PoiKnEiYen  ea!llD|:  for  the  yens  and  nay! 
on  (be  notion,  it  was  decided — raas  57,  nays  53, 
as  follows : 

YaAB — Lemnel  J.  Abtou,  Willia  .iliton,  jun.,  Eie- 
Uel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blukledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Adam  Bovd,  Roberl 
Brawn,  Jouph  Calboun,  John  CuopbcU,  Mucin  Chit- 
leDden,  Samuet  W.  Duia,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  WU- 
Uain  Ely,  William  Findtej,  Francif  Gardner,  Charles 
Goldduroasb,  Edwin  Grij,  John  Heistei,  William 
Hoga,  Richard  S.  Jsckioa,  Robert  Jenkins,  Woltec 
Jones,  James  Kellj,  WUiiBm  Kirkpstrick,  John  Lam- 
bert, Joaeph  Lewis,  junL,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  William  Milnor,  Fitcholsa  R.  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  MhIj,  Gordon  S.  Hamford,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas, 
Timolhj  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Porter,  Joaiah  Quincj, 
John  Rsndolph,  Mallbias  Richnids,  Samuel  Riker, 
John  RdmcII,  Dennis  Smelt,  Henry  Southard,  William 
Stedman,  Lewia  B.  Stnrsea,  Pet<rSwart,BBmuel  Tag- 
gar^  Benjamin  TaOmai^e,  John  Taylor,  George  M. 
Tronp,  Jabea  Upham,  Jameal.  Van  Ale  n,  Daniel  C. 
Vcn^and  Robert  Whltehill,  David  R.  WUIiuni,  and 
Nathan  WUaon. 

Kits — Joaepb  Barker,  Bnraell  Bauett,  WilliamA. 
Bnmell,  William  Sutler,  MaUbcw  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  John  Culpcper,  John  Dawson,  Josiih  Deane,  Jo- 
seph Deaba,  Daniel  M.  Durell.  James  Elliot,  John  W. 
Eppe*,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomsa  Gbol- 
aon,  jnn.,  Petcnon  Goodwjn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John 
Harris,  William  Helms,  Jamei  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Hale j, Richard  M.Johnson 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Daniel  Hontgoniery,  junior,  John 
Monlgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ho^r 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Ptigb,  JabD  Rea  of  Penc sylvan ia,  John  Rhaa  of  Ten- 
neaece,  Jsetib  Richard*,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebeneier  Sea-- 
vBT,  Sunoel  Sttaw,  Jamea  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Jededi. 


ah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  John  Thompson,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Jesse  Wharton,  Isaac  Wilbour,  and  Aln- 
ander  Wilson. 

So  ihe  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

MoNDAi,  November  21. 

Aliotber  member,  to  wit :  John  Botle,  from' 

Kentucky,  appeared  and  took  bis  seat  in  the 

Mr.  HowiRU  presented  apetitjon  of  sundry  Jn- 
babiiants  of  the  State  of  Kentncfty,  staling  that 
tbe  King  of  Great  Britain  having,  by  bis  procla- 
mation of  ihesiiieeDlh  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  claimed  the  allegiance 
of  all  persons  who  may  have  been  born  in  fail 
dominions,  and  were  not  iDhabitanls  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  at  Ihe  period  of  tbeir  Re- 
volution, >iiid  disregarding  the  laws  of  naturali- 
zation ip  other  countries,  hath  authorized  the 
impressmenl  into  his  service  of  his  pretended 
subjects,  and  treated  os  traitors  such  as  may  have 
taken  up  arms  against  him  in  the  service  oftbeii 
adopted  country;  the  '  petiiioneis  being,  at  the 
present  time,  precluded  from  tbe  privilege  of  fol- 
lowing commercial  pursuits  on  ihe  bigb  seas  in 
safety,  therefore  pray  that  socb  measures  be  adopt- 
ed by  Congress  as  may  efieciually  resist  the  un- 
just assumption  of  power  claimed  and  exercised 
by  a  foreign  nation ;  and  -pledging  tbemselves  to 
support  with  ibeir  lives  and  fortunes  whatever 
steps  may  be  taken,  or  acts  passed,  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  for  the  welfare  of  the  Union. — 
Referred  to  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  John  MoaBOw, 
and  Mr.  Harris,  lo  examine  the  mailer  thereof 
and  report  tbeir  opinion  thereupon  to  the  Hotue. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  tbe  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
Territory  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the  peti- 
tioners may  be  invested  with  power  lo  establish 
and  regulate,  by  law,such  inspections  of  articles 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manuractures  of  the 
United  Stales,  offered  for  sale  or  exportation 
within  ihe  said  town,  as  thev  may,  from  lime  to 
time,  deem  advaotagBous;  also,  that  cerlaia  reg- 
ulations relative  to  Jebtors  and  judicial  process, 
in  the  towa  of  Alexandria,  may  be  adopted,  for 
the  convenience  and  benefit  of  the  inhabiianti 

-The  said  petition  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Comminee  for  ihe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  conveyancB 
of  papers  and  documents  by  the  mail,  free  ofposl- 
age,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  [lassed. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Mobhow,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
ibe  eighth  instant,  a  memorial  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  lead,  and  OT- 
dered  lo  lie  on  the  lable. 

On  amoiionmadebyUr.DANA,  that  tbe  House 

I  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Setohed,  Thai  it  is  expedient  lo  provide  for  regn- 
Isting  the  conduct  of  such  mercbant  vessels  as,  by 
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■greuDent  of  the  mpoctiva  omiei*,  may  Mil  in  eon- 
oert  for  motual  unitinee  and  defencA,  in  easM  which 
may  be  aUowed  by  law  ;  and  atao  far  MtdiiiK,  accord- 
ing to  the  caune  ofpciKeeding  in  Coutti  of  Admir*]- 
ly,  (be  respective  ratea  of  contribotion  la  be  made  be- 
tween them,  on  account  of  any  Ion  or  damage  which 
may  be  thereby  incurred  : 

Tbe  resoluiioo  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiiiee  or  ilie  Whole  to  wliom  wbi  commit- 
ted a  resoliiiton  moTed  by  Mr.  Chittbmdbn,  on 
the  lemh  instant. 

Mr.  Newtoh,  from  ibe  ComiDitiee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  preiented  a  bill  author- 
izing; the  President  to  emplay  twelve  add ilioaal 
revenue  cutters  1  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
milted  (0  a  Coramitiee  of  tbe  Wtiole  Houm  to- 


On  motioD  of  Mr.  J.  Q,  JACKaoN, 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  memorial  uf  Retura  Jona- 
ihao  Meigi!  and  other?,  witnesses  against  Aaron 
Burr,  attendiog  ihe  circuit  court  for  the  Virginia 
district,  piesented  the  ninih  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sefen,  be  referred  lo 
Mi.  Jackson,  Mr.  Heister,  aod  Mr.  N.  Wilboh, 
to  eiaraine  aod  report  their  opiaion  thereupon  to 
the  House. 

MIBANBA'S  EXPEDinOir. 

Mr.  Love,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  the  petition  of 
thirty  six  citizens  of  ihe  Uiiiced  Stales  dow  coq- 
fioed  at  Carthagena,  in  Soutb  America,  under 
MDtenceuf  slavary,  made  a  report  thereon;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

T^at  it  appears,  from  the  atatement  of  the  petition- 
en,  that,  in  February,  1B06,  they  sailed  from  New 
York  oa  board  the  Leander,  a  ship  owned  by  Samuel 
O.  OgdeD,  the  command  of  which  waa,  alter  getting  to 
•ea,  aaanmed  by  Oenenl  Miranda. 

That,  from  Hew  York,  the  said  ship  sailed  to  Jac- 
me>,  where  the  aaid  Miranda  procured  two  ichaenerB, 
on  board  which  the  petitioners  were  placed,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  LMDder,  aailed,  under  the  command 
of  Hisaoda,  about  th*  last  of  itiarch,  in  the  same  year, 
tot  the  Dor^erti  parta  of  South  America,  and  arrived 
on  the  coast  of  Terra  Finoa  in  the  latlar  part  of  April 
lUlowing. 

That,  upon  their  arriTaJ  on  the  ntid  coast,  tha  t#* 
•ehooners,  on  board  which  the  petiltoner*  were  am- 
baAed,  were  captured  by  two  Spaniah  armed  leasala ; 
the  ship  Leander,  with  Miranda  on  board,  haying  made 
her  eacape. 

That  the  petitioners,  together  with  ten  othen,  wen 
oODvicted  by  a  Spanish  tribunal,  at  Porto  Cabello,  of 
Ha  Clime  of  piracy,  from  the  circomstances  of  suspi- 
cion whkh  attached  to  their  situation,  and  not  from 
any  act  of  that  kind  committed  on  the  high  leaB ;  that 
the  ten  others  aboTementioned  were  sentenced  to  death, 
and  the  petitioners  some  to  eight,  other*  to  ten  years' 
■tavary,  which  they  now  ate  auSering ;  some  chained 
together,  others  eloaely  confined  under  hesTy  iron*  and 
a  guard,  destined  to  other  place*  and  to  aJmilai  pun- 
idimcnl. 

The  petitioner*  atata  that  they  were  entrapped  into 
the  lervice  of  the  said  Miranda,  on  the  said  expedition, 
by  assarances,  made  at  the  time  of  their  engageroanla, 


that  they  were  to  b*  empkyed  in  the  ■errics  of  Ae 
United  States,  and  under  Che  anUiority  of  the  Govent- 
raent.  For  the  truth  of  their  Matement,  and  a  confirma- 
ioD  of  Ihe  cbargct  they  make  againit  certain  peraoiu 
>f  having  thua  daeeived  aud  betrayed  them  into  an  iii- 
'oluntary  co-operation  in  the  deaign  of  fitting  out  an 
irmamenl  egaiDst  a  nation  in  amity  with  Ihe  United 
Slates,  they  refer  to  the  laatimony  of  several  psraone, 
■aid  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to 
bave  had  proposals  made  to  them  similar  to  thoes  b^ 
which  the  petittaner*  were  induced  to  engage  on  board 
the  Iicander. 

Tbe  peljtionen  also  state  that  no  Opportunity  wsa 
oflered  them  of  escaping  from  the  service  of  the  aaid 
Miranda  and  hi*  associate* ;  that  they  were  restrained 
under  the  most  rigorous  discipline,  and  at  Jaemel,  the 
only  place  wbere  an  opportani^  of  eacape  might  have 
been  probable,  timi  were  strictly  guarded  to  prevent  it. 
For  the  troth  of  this  they  reler  to  certain  captains  of 
Teaaels  then  at  Jaemel  belonging  to  the  ports  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Baltimore.  ' 

The  committee  fnither  leport  that  the  fbn^oiDg 
statements  of  the  petitioners  sre  unaecomparued  by  anj 
competent  testimony  in  support  of  (hem,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  are  nnoontiadicled  by  dny  spaaing  ck- 
cumataneea ;  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  very  plronK 
probability  of  the  petitioners  not  having  been  guilty  of 
the  crime  of  wilfully  engsging  in  the  unlawfal  eip«- 
ditjoo  of  Miranda  attends  their  application ;  first,  be^ 
eanse  the  petitioners  have  made  a  deUiled  statement 
of  facts  relative  to  the  deception  practised  on  them,  re- 
ferring to  such  apeciei  of  eiidence  a*  to  render  their 
contradiction  ei*y,  if  not  founded  in  truth,  and  thua 
lessen  their  claim  on  their  country,  and  diminish  th^ 
hopes  of  liberation ;  second,  iMcause  it  ia  premmed 
they  were  proven  to  the  Spaniah  tribunal  before  whieh 
they  vrere  convicted  to  hive  been  offenders  in  a  seo- 
ondary  degree,  those  who  vrere  proven  to  have  been 
more  heinously  guilty  having  been  asnteneed  to  sufler 
death. 

The  commitlee,  however,  are  of  o^ion  that,  ahoald 
the  petitioDera  have  been  guilty  of  a  crime  against  tb« 
United  States  by  a  voluntary  or  otherwise  culpable  in- 
fraction of  its  laws,  tbe  dictatep  of  humanity,  no  leea 
than  the  principles  of  Juatice,  ought  to  influence  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  United  States  to  adopt  the  proper 
means  of  Testoring  thsm  to  their  country,  in  orilet 
that  they  may  expiate  the  o&nce  by  a  punishment 
anited  to  but  not  transcending  the  magnitude  of  dieir 

The  eommitlee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  tba 
following  resolution  tot  theeonaiderationoftheHouae: 

Raobied,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  8ute» 
be  requested  to  adopt  the  moat  immediate  andefflca- 
ciou*  means  in  hi*  power  to  obtain  from  the  Vieeroy 
of  Qrenada,  in  South  America,  or  other  proper  author- 
ity, the  tiberation  of  thiity-aii  Am<   '  ~~ 


that  the  sum  of dollars  be  appropriated  for  that 

THE  EMBARGO. 
Oa  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Cbittehder  that 
the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  a  resolution  submitted  bf 
him  on  the  tenth  instant,  relative  to  a  repeal  of 
the  several  acts  laying  aa  embargo  on  all  ahipa 
and  vessels  in  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  Unl- 
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tc4  Stales-,  Bad  itie  quettjoo  being  taken  there- 
■pon,  it  passed  ia  the  De^tive— yeas  42,  Days  71, 


11  Elliot, 
.    William 

Bdnw.  WilttaiD  Hoge,  Richard  Jarkaon,  Rabsrt  Jen- 
kin*,  JoKph  Iicwii,  jnn.,  Eilw«nl  Bt.  Iioe  Lrrermore, 
NalKaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiih '  Hasten, 
Williain  Hilnor.  I>an>el  Montgomery,  Jan.,  John  Mor- 
ratr,  Jonstitan  O.  Moeely,  Timothy  Fitliin,  Jan.,  Jo- 
■iab  itmncy,  John  Rusull,  Junes  Stoan,  Dennii 
Smelt,  John  Smith,  Swnuel  Hmith,  Richard  Stanford, 
WilGsim  Sledmao,  Lewi*  B.  Sturges,  Ssmuel  Tag- 
gBit,  Benjwnin  Tallmadge,  Abrs.ia  Trigg,  Jabez  Vpt 
ham,  Archibald  Van  Honi,  Killian  K.  Van  Renue- 
her,  hue  Wilbour,  sed  Daiid  R.  Williams. 

Mill — Lemvel  J.  Alston,  WiHia  Alston,  jun.,  Bze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  jMcpli  Barker,  WHIiam  W. 
Bibh,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Ro- 
bait  Braim,  William  A.  Bamell,  WiHiam  Butler,  Jo- 
sapb  Calhoon,  Mattbew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Richard 
Cnttt,  John  Dawson,  Jonab  D^iane,'  Joseph  Desha, 
Daniel  M.  Dorell,  John  W.  Eppes.  William  Pindley, 
James  Fwk,  Meriiack  Franklin,  Fisnois  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas Oholson,  Jan.,  Peterson  Qood«yn,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen, 
Jdin  Hetster,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benja- 
min Hosaaid,  Senltcn  Hnmphreys,  Daniel  IlBley,  John 
O.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  JohnsOn,  William  Klrkpa't- 
rick,  John  Lambart,  John  Lore,  WiHiam  McCreery, 
John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Mormvr,  Qardon  8.  Mum- 
fctd,  Roger  Naboir,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, WiiMiB  C.  Nichi^BS,  John  porter,  Johki  Pugh, 
John  Roa  of  FerinsyNanis,  John  Rbea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Mstthias  Richards,  Samusl  Riker, 
Beojainiii  Say,  Ebenexer  Sesver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smitie,  Jedodioh  K-  Smithy  Henry  Soathard,  t^enent 
Slassr,  Peter  Snit,  itiba  Taylor,  John  ThompMn, 
George  H.  Tionp,  JanMs  I.  Vho  Aten,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
oiaUEk,  JoMS  Whuton,  Robert  WMtehiU,  Aleisader 
Wilsoo,  and  NaltiaD  Wil^rn. 

And 


I,  the.  House  adjourned  u 


ToBSMTi  November  22. 


Mr.  Lewis  pteacDted  a  petition  or  tbe  Waib- 
iagtoD  and  AlcsaodriH  Turnpike  Company,  and 
of  sundry  other  inhabitanls  of  the  county  of  Al- 
esandria,  in  the  Tetriror/of  Columbia,  praying 
arerisioa  and  ammdment  of  a'law,  pa&sed  at  the 
Usi  se^isioD  of  Congress,  entitled  ''Ad  act  fur  the 
cMablishmeat  of  a  Tuinpike  Corapany  ia  the 
county  of  Alei andiia,  in  the  District  of  Coluia- 
bta."— Referred  lo  the  Committee  fat  the  Dit- 
trictof  Culuiflbia. 

Oit  motion  of  Mr.  Vam  Algh, 

Btiotved.  That  the  Commitiee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  ioatrucied  tu  iaquire  whe- 
ther any  amenJmeiit  DQghtto  be  made  relative  to' 
the  eoFnpeusaiioDK  of  the  officart  of  the  eusioma 
Bo»  allowed  by  taw;  with  leave  to  report  ihere- 
on  by  bill,  or  otberwise. 

10th  Con.  2d  S£ss> — 17 


FOREIOn  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CaxpflBLL,  from  ihc  i 

poinied,  on  the  eleventh  inarant,  on  so  much  of 

iheMesaage  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  Slates, 

at  the  commencement  of  the  pre-fnl  session,  as 
respects  ouf- relations  with  foreign  Powers,  made 
a  report  in  part  ihereon;  whicTi  was  read,  anit 
referred  lo  a  Coniniillee  of  the  Whole  on  Tbura- 
day  next.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  Ihe 
McHigo  of  tbe  Prcsideni  of  the  United  Sutes,  of  the 
3il  instant,  as  respects  our  relations  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, report  in  pari —  ■  '. 

After  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  of  peace,  hardly 


Stales  arc,  for  the  first  time  since  the  treaty  which  ter- 
minated the  Rerolutioniry  War',  placed,  in  a  situation 
equally  difficult,  critical,  and  dangerous. 

Those  principles,  rocogniaed  by  the  civifiied  world 
under  the  name  of  law  of  nations,  which  heretofore 
conlrolled  belligerent  Powers,  regulated  the  duties  of 
neutrals  and  protected  tlieir  rights,  are  now  avowedly 
disregarded  or  iorgotlen  by  Great  Britain  and  Franca. 
Bach  of  those  two  nations  captures  and  condemns  all 
American  vessels  trading  with  her  enemies  or  her  en- 
emy's allies  ;  and  every  European  Power  having  bo- 
come  a  party  in  the  contest,  the  4vhalc  of  our  eom> 
tnerca  with  EurDpe  and  European  colonial,  becomes 
liable  to  capture  by  either  one  or  the  other.  If  there 
be  any  nominal  eieeplion,  it  is  made  an  a  condition 
of  tribute,  vihich  only  adds  insult  to  the  injury. 

-  The  only  plea  urged  in  justifToation.of  those  hostil. 
tties,  is  that  of  retaliation,  grounded  ou  a  presumed 
acquiescence  of  the  United  States  in  previous  aggres- 
sions by  tho  other  party.  Waiving  a  discussion  of  (he 
correctness  of  the  prindple  of  rotiiliation,  a  principle 
doubtful  in  itself,  and  altogether  inadmissible  to  the 
extent  to  fthich  it  has  been  carried,  and  when  ope- 
rating on  tbe  neutral  rather  than  on  the  enemy  ;  it  ie 
altogether  untrue  that  the  United  States  have  ever 
votuotarily  acquiesced  in  the  unlawful  aggressions  of 
either  nation;  omitted  or  delayed  any  measures  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  redress,  or  in  any  respect  deviated  fhim 
that  impartiality  to  which  they  were  bound  by  their 
neutrality.  France  haa  alluded  to  the  violBiioni  of 
die  national  flag,  and  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Uniled 
States,  in  the  instances  of  Fierce'^  murder,  of  the  out- 
rage on  the  Chesapeake,  and  of  the  destruction  of  the 
ImpetuouB.  The  measures  taken  to  obtain  redresa  in 
tboae  cases  are  of  public  notoriety,  and  it  may  be  ad- 
ded, that,  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  those  aggre*- 
aions  on  the  sovereignly  of  tha  United  States  did  not 
aflect  their  neutrality,  and  gave  no  right  to  France 
either  of  conplainC  or  interference.  Betting  aside 
irregularities  of  less  importance  and  equally  chsrgcable 

'  thnatians,suchaatiieBritiBhOrderorJune,ie03, 
the  decree  of  the  French  Gfeneral,  Femuid — tho 
principal  violations  by  England  of  the  neutral  rights 
of  America,  prior  to  the  Berlin  decree  of  November, 
1806,  and  which,  if  acquiesced  in,  might  have  given 
grdunds  of  complaint  to  France,  are  the  capture  of 
American  vessels  laden  with  Colonial  produce,  bunded 
on  a  renewal  of  that  pretended  principle  generally 
called  ■■the  ruls  of  17n6,"  the  impressment  of  Ameri- 
can seamen,  compelled  thereby  to  become  tbe  aniUi- 
arias  of  England  against  Fntnee;  and  proclamatioii  or 
nominal  blockades,  particularly  that  of  the  ooast  from 
iv«r  Elbe  to  Brest,  notified  ia  Hay,  1806. 
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It  will  not  In  iwcrted,  that  the  United  8talc<  evei 
tamel;  acquieacnl  in.eithci  of  thoK  pretcnsioni.  It 
win  not  be  diQiiil,  that,  with  reapcet  to  the  two  first, 
the  moat  ilrenuoua  affarta  were  inccmanllj  made  to 
procure  an  alteration  oftlie  Briliah  ajitem. 

It  ie  true,  that,  ta  the  Dominal  proclamation  lilocb- 
■dea  of  England,  the  IJaited  filstea  bad  oopowd  odIj 
•piriLed  and  repeated  remoualraneea,  and  that  theae 


hadm 


■aful. 


It  fleet. 


n  may  be  auppoaed  bound  to  take 
Bcainat  ldg  mnaciiona  of  il«  neutrality,  must  alwiya 
bear  ■  certain  proportion  to  the  estent  tod  nature  of 
the  injury  received,  and  to  the  means  of  oppoaitloD. 
I(  cannot  certainty  be  pretended  that  a  haaty  reaort  to 
war  ahould  in  every  auch  Instance  have  become  the 
duty  of  America.  Nor,  con  the  inQgulaiitiei  of  Eng- 
land, in  declaring  in  a.itate  of  blockade  a  certain  ex- 
tent of  coaat,  part  of  which  v/aa  not,  Bi)d  the  whole  of 
which  could  not,  even  by  her  powerful  navy,  be  actu- 
ally invested  and  blopkaded,  be  plead  in  jualiGcali 
that  decree,  bj  which  France,  without  an  eP-'-"' 
pretends  to  announce  the  blockade  of  the  di 
•  Power  which  has  the  ineonleatable  command  of  the 
aea,  and  before  no  port  of  which,  ahe  Can  station  a 
■ingle  vessel. 

I'bo  Milan  decree  of  1807  can  still  leaa  rest  ibr  its 
defence  on.  the  supposed  acqnieacence  of  the  United 
States  in  the  British  Orders  of  the  preceding  month, 
unce  those  Ordera,  which  have  not  certainly  b^en 
acquiesced  in,  were  not  even  iinown  in  America  at  the 
date  of  the  decree,  .^nd  it  ia  proper  here  to  add,  that 
the'French  have,  particularly  bj  the  aeqnestiatii 
cetlaiu  vesseh  in  their  ports,  and  by  burning  our  ■  _ 
on  the  high  aeaa,  gone  even  beyond  the  tenor  of  tbeir 
own  eitraotdinary  edicts. 

The  allegation  of  an  acquiescence  in  the  Berlin  de- 
dree  of  November  1306,  bj  which  alone  the  British 
Government  pretends  to  justify  the  Orders  pf  Council, 
U  equally  unfounded.  In  the  note  on.  that  subject, 
•ddroBsed  on  the  31st  of  December  1S06,  by  the  British 
Government  to  the  American  Ministers,  after  haiing 
■tated  ^at  ''theycoutd  not  believe  that  the  enemy 
would  ever  seriously  attempt  to  enforce  auch  a  ayatem, ' 
the  (blloning  declaration  is  expressly  made :  "  If,  bow 
«Ter,  the  enemy  should  carry  these  threats  into  exe 
lion,  and  iTneutral  nation^  contrary  to  all  expectati 
aliould  acquiesce  in  auch  usurpation  a.  Hi*  Majesty 
might  probably  be  compelled,  however  uloctiintly,  to 
retaliate  in  his  juat  deJenoe,"  &c  The  two  requisites, 
neceaaary,  in  the  opinion  of  Great  Qritain,  to  juatify 
retaliation,  ore  stated  to  be,  the  execution  of  the  decree, 
and  the  acquiescence  of  neutral  nations.  Yet,  within 
«ighl  days  after,  and  in  the  face  of  that  declaralii>n, 
without  waiting  for  sscertaimog  either  of  those  facts, 
the  retaliatiog  British  Order  of  January  7tfa,  lB07,waa 
iaaued,  which,  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  law  of 
nations,  subjected  to  capture,  vessels  of  the  United 
States  sailing  Tram  the  ports  of  one  belligerent 
port  of  another  belligerent. 

The  United  Slatei,  in  the  mepn  whilei  and  without 
delay,  had  taken  the  neceaaary  steps  In  ascertain 
the  maiuier  in  which  the  French  Govemmuit  jatend- 
ed  to  eieeute  their  decree- 
That  decree  might  be  construed  merely  a>  a  ma* 
nidpal  law  forbidding  the  introduction  of  Britiah  msr- 
duuidise,  and  the  admission  of  reaeels  coming  from 
England.  'Underthat  aapect,  and  if  confined  to  that 
object,. the  neutral  tighta  of  America  were  not  allccted 
by  ita  operalioa. 


A  belligerent  may,  without  any  infraction  of  neutiml 
rights,  forbid  the  admiauon  into  bia  ports  of  any  feool 
coming  from  the  ports  of  his  enemy  ;  and  France  had 
undoubtedly  the  same  right  to  exclude  from  her  domin- 
ions every  spaciea  of  British  merchxidiae,  which  the 
United  States  have  exercised  in  forbidding  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  species.  Qreat  Britain  might  be  injured 
by  such  regulallonsi  but  America  had  no  mote  right 
to  complainqf  that  part  of  the  decree,  than  F^oce  had 
to  object  to  the  American  Non-Importation  Act.  8a 
far,  indeed,,  as  reapects  the  United  Stales,  thej  weia 
placed  by  the  municipal  part  of  the  decree  in  the  lUna 
lituation,  in  relation  to  France,  in  which  they  are  placed 
in  their. in lercourae  with  Great  Britain, "by  the  pemib- 
nqnt  laws  of  that,  country.  The  French  Decree  forbids 
American,  vessels  to  import  British ,  merchanjUse .  into 
France.  The  British  Navigalion  Actfotbids  American 
vessels  to  import  French  merchandise  Into  Eiiglaod. 
But  that  broad  clause  of  tike  Beriin  Decree,  whii^  de- 
clared itie  Britieb  bland*  in  a  atale  of  blockade,  tbongh 
roUowed  by  regulations  ts  tliat  etfeot,  stili  threat- 
I  an  intended  operation  on  the  high  seasi  thia,  if 
carrifd^Liito  eHect,  would  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  tha 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  as  soch  tbey 
would  be  bound  to  oppose  it.  The  Minister  ol  the 
United  States  at  Paris  immediately  applied  lor  explan- 
n  on  tbateubjecti  and  the  French  Minister  of  Ma- 
,  on  the  24th  December,  1806— seven  days  belim 
date  of  the  above  mentioned  note  of  the  Britiah 
Government — stated,  in  answer,. that  the  Decree  made 
nu  alteration  iu  the  reguUtiona  tbeo' observed  in  Franc* 
with  regard  )o  nentral  navigalion,  or  to  the  commercial 
convention  of  the  United  SUIes  with  France ;  .that  the 
declstation  of  the  British  Islands  being  in  a  etate  of 
blockade  did  not  change  the  existing  French  lawa  cod- 
Coi'ning  marititfie  captures;  and  that  American  veaaeb 
could  not  be  taken  at  sea  for  the  Aiere  reason  of  thnir 
lielng  going  to,  or  returning  from,  an  English  port- 

Tha  eieeutioaof  the  Decree  catnparted  for  seTeral 
mantha  with  those  eipJanalSons:  severat  vesaels  wen 
arrested  {or  having  intnHtuced  articles  of  English  man- 
ufacture or  growth,  and  among  them,  aofne  svhidi,  ba- 
ing  actually  from  England,  ajul  laden  with  En^ish 
colonial  produce,  had  entered  with  forged  papers,  aa  if 
coming  from  the  United  States.  But  do  allfration  of 
the. first  construction  given  by  the  Fronch  Government 
took  place  until  the  month  of  September,  ISOT.  Th« 
firat  eondefnnation  on  the  piindpt*  that  the  Deeroe 
subjected  neutral  vessels  to  captors  on  the  high  ae*^ 
was  that  of  the  Horizon,  on  the  lOth  of  October  fol- 
lowing. Prior  to  that  time  thera  oould  have  been  no 
aoqoieacence  in  a  decree  in&ingiug  the  neutral  rigbta 
.of  the  United  Btatea,  because,  till  that  time  it  was  ex- 
plained, and,  what  was  moro  important,  executed  in 
andi  manner  as  not  to  Infringe  those  rights — because. 
until  then  no  such  infraction  had  taken  place.  Tha 
Ministers  of  the  United  Stales  at  London,  at  the  request 
of  the  British  Minister,  communicated  to  him  on  the 
IStb  October,  1807,  the  substance  of  the  eiplanalions 
received,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Decree  wb* 
executed;  for  they  were  at  that  titae  ^gnortnt  of  the 
change  which  had  taken  place. 

It  was  on'the  18lh  of  September,  1807,  that  a  new 
constmelion  of  the  decree  look  place';  an  iiiatmetion 
baving  on  that  day  been  transmitted  to  the  Council  of 
Prises  by  the  Minister  of  Justice,  by  which  (hat  court 
waa  informed,  that  French  armed  veaaels  were  autbor- 
iiad,  under  that  decree,  to  seiis  without  exception,  in 
,  neutral  vessels,  either  English  property  ot 
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of  EnglMi  grawtt  or  inannfaiitiire.  An  iminediile  ex- 
pUoitioa  hmiinii  been  ukrd  Ailtn  thePrench  Minister 
of  Foreign  Kcl&tionB,  he  eonfirraod,  in  hia  aniwer  of 
thcTlh  of  October,  ia07,  the  determination  of  hiiUoT- 
munent  to  adopt  thst  conatruction.  lU  first  appliea- 
tion  took  plaes  on  tha  10th  of  the  ramo  month,  in  the 
OM  of  the  Horiion,  of  vrtficfa  the  Minister  of  (he  Uni- 
ted 3Ute«  waa-not  informeJ  nntil  the  month  of  Novem- 
bti;  (Ud  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  he  presented  s 
(pinlfd  remonstrance  against  thst  inftai^tion  of  the 
neutral  light*  of  the  United  Slatea:  He  had,  in  (he 
mantine,  truiamitted  to  Amarica  an  inatrnction  to  the 
CouDcil  ofPrizei  of  the  ISlhof  Beptember.     This  was 

receiTed  on  the of  December;  and  ■  copy  of  thi 

dmjfon  in  the  ease  of  the  Horizon,  haTinf  at  the  sami 
tine  reached  Governoient.  (he  President,  aware  of  thi 
comeqaeiiceB  vhich  would  Ibllotr  (hat  new  state  o 
dSD^  commnnicated  immediatelj  to  Congress  tbi 
■hersiiDn  of  the  French  IWrees.Bnd  recommended  the 
enibu^,  wbic^  was  aceardingly  laid  on  the  SSd  of 
December,  I80T;  at  which  time  it  was  well  andcrs(ood, 
in  this  «>unlr7,  that  the  British  Orders  of  Conacil,  of 
Noremher  preceding,  bad  lainied,  although  the; 
not  officially  communicated  to  our  Goremment. 

On  the  lIthof,thBt  month  those  orders  did  actusil; 
issue,  declaring  that  all  the  porta  of  France,  of  her  allies, 
and  of  any  other  country  at  war  with  England,       '     " 
otber  port!  of  Bunipe,  from  which,  although  no 
with.  England,  the  Biitieh  flag  was  eiclndeJ,  should 
thenceforth  he  considered  as  if  the  same  were  actual" 
blockaded;  that  all  trade,  in  articles  of  the  produce 
mannfaclures  of  the  said  countrirs,  should  be  deemi 
nnlaw/bl ;  and  that  every  tcsmI  trading  from  or  to  t] 
aaid  countriea,  together  with  all  goads  and  merchandise 
on  board,  and  also  all  articles  of  the  produi 
bctate  of  the  said  countries,  shonld  be  liable  to  capture 
and  condemn  BtioD. 

These  ordera  cannot  be  ^fended  on  tiie  gnnind  of 
their  being  intended  as  retaliating  on  aeeonnt  of  the 
Beiha  Decree,  as  construed,  and  unllbrmly  eieented 
ftom  it*  date  to  the  lath  September,  )B07,  it*  conatruo- 
tion  and  exeeatioa  having  (ill  (hen  infringed  na  neO' 
tnj  rigbla.  For  certainly  the  monstroua  doetrine  will 
not  be  asserted  even  b;  the  British  Government,  that 
neutral  nations  are  bound  to  resist,  not  only  the  acts  of 
balligeTent  Powers  which  liolate  thci^  rights,  but  also 
those  mnnicipol  regnlationa,  which,,  however  they  mty 
injiuethe  enemy,  are.  lawful  and  do  not  affect  the  le- 
gitimate rights  of.  the  tnmtra].  The'  only  rctsliation  b) 
be  ased  in  inch  cases,  must  be  Such  as  will  operate  on 
Ibe  enemy  wrtbont  infiringing  the  rigbta  of  tha  neutral. 
If  solely  inteoded  a*  a  retaliation  on  the  Berlin  Decree*, 
aaeieented  prior  to  Wle  month  of  September,  the  British 
Ordera  of  ConheU  should  have  been  confined  tO'forhid-' 
fing  (ho  introduction  into  Great  Brifain  of  Prendi  or 
enemy's  mtfrshandbe,  and  the  adlBisafon  into  British 
ports  ^  neutral  vessels  comiTig'  fi^nn  a  Fren^  or  other 
enemy'a  psit.  Indeed  the  ground  of  retaliatioa  on 
■ccMiDt  of  any  culpable  acquiescence  of  neutrals  in  de- 
Umi  violating  their  rights,  ii  abandoned  by  the  very 
tenor  of  (he  orders  ;  their  opriatlans  being  eitended  (o 
those  coentries  hoai  which  the  British  flag  was  exclu- 
ded, sncb  as  Austria,  although  meh  conntrie*  were 
neither  at  war  with  Grest  Britain,  nor  had  paned  any 
deci-ee  to  any  way  aflecting  or  connected  with  neutr^ 

Nor  are  the  order*  justifiable  on  the  pretence  of,  an 
aeqaieacenee  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
French  Decree,  as  eonMnied  and  execnted  cubs 
to  the  18lh  September,  1SQ7,  wbralt  bMtBM  an' 


dent  infraction  of  th«r  rigbla,  and  ndi  as  they  wara 
bound  to  oppose.  For  their  Minister  at  Paris  imme- 
diately made  the  necessary  remonstrance*;  and  Ibm 
orjer*  were  issued  not  only  without  having  ascertained 
whether  the  United  State*  would  aequieace  in  the  in- 
juriou*  alteration  of  Ibe  French  Decree,  but  more  than 
one  month  before  diat  alteration  was  known  in  Amer- 
ica. Itm»  even  be  asserted  that  thealteration  was  not 
known  in  England  when  (he  Orden  of  Council  ware 
issued ;  the  instruction  of  tha  I8th  September,  1807, 
which  gave  the  new  and  ininriou*  con*tiuction,  not 
having  been  promulgated  in  France,  and  it*  first  pab> 
lication  having  been  made  in  December,  1S07,  and  bj 
the  American  Government  itself. 
'  The  British  Order*  of  Conndt  are,  therefore,  mijti*- 
tiflablfl  on  (he  principle  of  retaliation,  aven  giving  U> 
that  principle  all  tho  latitude  which  has  aver  bemravow- 
edly  contended  for.  They  are  in  open  liolattoaof  the 
solemn  declaratioa  made  by  the  British  Ministwa  u 
Deaember,  ISQA :  that  TetaUation  en  the  part  of  OrMf 
Britain  would  depend  on  the  eiecution  of  an  nnlawAil 
decree,  and  on  the  acquiescence  of  neutral  nations  in 
sneh  infraction  of  their  righla.  And  they  ■won  als» 
ianiad,  notwi^slanding  the  oSicial  commanicalion 
made  by  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States,  that  (be 
French  Decree  waa  construed  and  eiecuted  so  as  not 
(o  infringe  their  neDtcsl  rights,  and  without  any  pre- 
intimation  denying  the  correctnea*  «f 


that  I 

The  Berlin  Decroe  aa  eiponndad  and  executed  nb- 
seqnent  to  (he  18th  September,  1607,  and  the  BriliA 
Ordera  of  Council  of  the  11th  November  ensuing,  aM 
therefore,  as  they  respect  the  United  States,  cotempo- 
raneaas  aggreseions  of  the  belligerent  Powera,  equally 
Dnpravoked  and  equally  indefensible  on  the  presamed 
ground  of  aeqaiescence.  These,  together  with  the 
Milan  Deeree.ofDeosmber,  1807,  which  filled  the  me*- 
sare.  wonid,  on  the  principle  of  aelf-detence,  have  jns- 
tified  immediate  hoatititiDa  against  both-  nations  on  the 
part  of  tha  Untied  States.  They,  thought  it  more  eli- 
g«ble,  in  the  fint  instance,  by  wi^diawiag  their  vesaah 
from  the  ocean,  ta avoid  war,  at  least. fbr  aaM*on,and 
t  the  same  time,  ttr  snatch  their  imfliense  and  defeofi*- 
Ms  commerce  from  impending  dostniction. 
Another  appeal  has,  in  the  meantime,  been  made,  ondtr 
the  authori^  veated  in  the  President  for  that  parpoae, 
to  the  justice  and  true  interest  of  France  andfingland. 
The  proposition  made  by  tha  United  State*  and  the 
arguments  urged  by  their  Ministers  are  before  Congraa*. 
By  these,  the  very  preteit  of  the  illegal  edicts  wasremov- 
ed  and  it  is  evident,  that  a  revosation,  b^  either  oation, 
on  the  ground  on  which  it  was  asked,  either  moat  have 
produced,  what  both  pretended  to  have  in  view— H)rt» 
torsion  of  the  IVeadom  of  oommerce  and  of  the  ao- 
knoiriedged  principles  of  the  law  of  nations ; — or,  in 
case  of  reAual  by  the  other  bell^arent,  would  have 
carried  into  effect.  In  the  most  effidsnt  manner,  the 
ib)ect  of  Ao  edicts,  and  made  the-  United 
titate*  a  party  in  the  war  agaiaat  him.  The  effort  haa 
been  ineffectaal.  The  propositions  have  been  actnallj 
rejected  by  one  of  the  belligerent  Powcra,  and  remain 
unanswered  by  the  other.  In  that  state  of  things,  what 
course  ought  the  United  States  to  punnie  I  Yourcom* 
ittee  can  perceive  noother  alternative,  bnt  abject  and 
igrading  submission  ;  war  with  both  nntiona  (  or  a 
intinuanee  and  enforcement  of  the  present  suspenaton 


the        The  first  cannot  requite  i   , 
nsnt  I  preaaore  of  the  embargo,  *o  sensibly  felt,  and  tha  ca- 
avi.  'laiBitiiauM^afabla&oiiiaitateofwar,iutBnll;oTMla 
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kwiah  Utat  Hims  roidiile  eonne  might  be  iliicovercd, 
wbidi  ihould  iTcnd  tbeevil*  of  both,  anil  not  beincon- 
■iitent  with  national  honor  and  intlependence.  That 
Mliuicn  mnit  b«  diuipated ;  and  it  in  neceaurr  Ihat 
dl«  people  of  the  United  Statu  abonld  fuU;  undeialand 
the  atiiatioQ  in  which  thej  ai-e  placed, 

There  ia  no  other  attemati<re,  but  war  with  both 
■aliona,  di  ■  continuance  of  the  present  ■7*lem.  For 
war  with  one  of  the  belKgeren  (■  only,  would  bo  Bubroia- 
den  to  the  edict*  and  will  of  the  other ;  and  a  repeal  in 
whola  or  in  part  of  the  embargo  must  necnaaarily  be 
war  or  ■nbiniaaiai). 

A  general  r«p«al  withoat  utBing,  would  be  saloDia- 
aoQ  to  both  nations. 

A  gBoeral  repeal  and  arming  of. our  merchant  veb' 
■aia,  wontd  be  war  withboth,  and  war  of  the  want  kind 
a«ffenng  onr  enemiei  to  plunder  os  without  retaliation, 
mpan  tkem.  - 

A  partial  repeal  muat,  (rtna  the  aituatian  of  Earope. 
■acowoiilj  be  actual  (ubmiiaion  to  one  of  ths  a^iea- 
aoia,  and  war  with  the  otiier. 

The  laatpoaiUon  iatheonljonBon  which  there  can  be 
any  doubt ;  and  it  witl  be  moat  latiafaelarily  demoititrB' 
led  l<j  aetecling  ampng  the  tcieral  modification ■  which 
anght  be  auggeated,  tblt  which  may  on  fint  ' 
^ai  the  leaat  exceplienable — ■  prnpseition 
the  ambargo,  lo  fkr  only  aa  Tclatm  (o  thow  Powen 
which  have  not  paiaed  or  do  not  execute  any  decree* 
injarious  to  the  neutral  righle  of  the  United  Idtatw. 

Iti*  aaid  that  the  adoption  of  that  propoaition  would 
veatore  our  eomnerce  with  the  native  Power*  ol 
Aaia  and  Africa,  and.  with  Spain,  Portugal,  Sweden, 
and  Roaaia.  Let  ihia  be  taken  for  granted,  although 
the  praeiie  line  of  conduat  now  puraoed  by  moat  of 
Aoae  nalfoni,  in  relation  lo  the  United  Butea,  ia  not 
«ORectly  aecertained.  So  far  aa  relatea  (o  any  advan- 
tagea  which  would  reiolt  from  th«f  meaaur  " 
Ised  to  its  Mteoaible .object,  it  wiU  be  luKci 
wrve  that  the  eiporta  of  articlea  of  dotneglic  produceof 
tbe  United  fitatea,  daring  the  year  ending  the  3(ltb 
SBptember.  1607,  emountKl  lo  1^8,700,000,  and  that 
Ae  portion  exported  to  the  conntriea  above  enumeratKi, 
ftUiahortofaeienmiUiDna;  an  amonnttoo  inconiider*' 
ble,  when  compaied  with  the  boUc  of  our  eiporta, 
daaerre  attention,  even  if  aquealion  aflecling  Itie  inde- 
pandence  of  the  nation  waa  to  b«  decided  by  conaidar- 
atiena  of  immediats  pniGL 

Bat  the  true  e&ct  of  the  propoaition  woald  be  to 
•pan  an  indirect  trade  wilb  Great  Britain,  wbjd 
through  St.  Barlholomew  and  Havana,  Lisbon,  Ci 
dilr.or  Gottenbarg,  would  receive,  at  pricta  reduced 
by  glatted  narketa  and  for  want  of  compellljon,  all 
fnviaioiM,  raw  material*  for  her  manufaeturea, 
•ther  articlea,  which  ahe  may  want  Whether  ahe 
wadd  be  aatiafied  with  that  favorable  Hate  of  thinga, 
«r  whether,  conaidering  that  boon  aa  a  pledge  of  un- 
qualified anhminion,  she  would,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  her  ordera,  JnteTntf  t  our  scanty  coinTti«roe  with  Rii*- 
M,  and  occasionally,  under  aooie  new  pretext,  capture 
father  than  purchaae  the  cargoea  intended  tor  her  own 
Baa,  is  equally  uncertain  and  unimportant  Nor  can 
h  be  doubted  that  a  measure  which  would  aup[dy  ei' 
doaively  one  of  the  belUgrrenta,  would  be  war  with 
Iba  other.  Considered  merely  as  a  question  of  profit, 
it  would  be  much  more  digible  at  once  to  raise  tbe  em- 
bargo in  idalion  lo  Great  Britain,  a*  we  would  then, 
■t  least,  have  the  advanlages  of  a  direct  market  with 
111*  eonsumcr.  But  the  proponlion  can  only  be  de- 
fended on  the  ground  that  France  ia  the  only  agfremr, 
*mi  thatahating  nojuat  reaaon  to  cxnnplaiii  of  Englanid, 


duty  to  anbmit  to  bei  order*.  On  that  inad> 
missible  auppoaition,  it  would  aql  only  be  more  candidr 
but  also  a  more  dignified,  aa  well  a*  mora  advanta- 
geoui  course^  openly  to  join  England,  end  make  wal 
Bgainit  France.  The  object  would  be  clearly  under- 
stiMid,  an  ally  would  be  obtained,  and  the  meaaurs  of 
ibmiaaion  might  be  better  palliated. 
It  appear*  unneceasarj  lo  ptiraufe  any  farther  the  ei> 
nination  of  propoajtions,  which  Uie  difficult  situation 
of  Uie  United  Blatea  oould  alone  have  auggeated,  and 
which  will  prove  more  inadmissible  or  impracticable  a* 
the  aubject  ia  moM  thorougbty  investigated.  The  al> 
lernatiTo  is  painful  i  U  is  between  a  conlimied  lua- 
penaion  of  commarco,  and  war  with  both  England  aitd 
France.  But  the  choice  must  ultimately  be  made  be- 
tween the  two ;  and  it  is  important  that  we  stfouU 
be  prepared  for  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

The  sggreesians  of  England  and  Franca,  colleo- 
tiitly,.affecung  almost  the  whole  of  our  commerea, 
and  peraisted  in,  notwithstandiag  repealed  remon- 
strances, oiplanatiDn*,  and  propoaitions  the  moat  can- 
did and  uneiceptiooobte,  are,  to  ail  intents  and  par- 
waged  by  both  nation*  a; 


ullim 

warfare,  if  persisted  in,  ia  war.  A  permanent  anv- 
pension  of  commerce,  after  repeated  and  unaTailing 
eSiicta  to  obtain  peace,  would  not  properly  be  isaisW 
ance ;  it  would  be  witlidrawing  from  the  contact,  and 
abandoning  onr  indisputableTight  freely  tonaiigala  Iha 
oeean.  The  present  UDseltled  aUte  of  the  worUl,  tha 
extrawdiaary  situstioDin  which  the  United  States  are 
placed,  and  tha  neoeasity,  if  war  be  reaortcd  to,  of  mak- 
ing it  at  the  same  time  against  both  nations,  and  Ibeae 
tbe  two  moat  powerful  of  the  world,  are  tbe  principal 
pausesof  heailation.  There  would  be'nonein  resorting 
to  that  remedy,  however  calamitous,  if  a  selection  could 
be  made  on  any  priaeiple.of  justice,  or  without  a  aacri- 
fice  of  national  independence. 

On  a  qneation  of  such  difliculty,  involving  the  moal 
.Important  interests  of  ihe  Union,  and  which  ha*  not, 
perhaps,  until  lately,  been  sufEciently  coo^ideted,  yoot 
committee  think  the  Houae  alone  compelent  lo  pro- 
Bonnea  a  decisive  opiaion ;  and  they  have,  in  this  re- 
pott,  confined  themaolvea  to  an  expoaitlon  of 'the  ^ub- 
jael,  and  to  such  introductory  resolution^  aa  will  ba 
equally  appiiaahle  to  either  abemative.  Tha  fint  of 
thtiae,  being  merely  decloritoiy  of  a  deteiminatioii 
not  to  aubmit  lo  foivign  aggressions,  may,  perhaps, 
first  view,  appeal  luperfiiions.     '-  '    " 


easential  right*,  will  not  at  thi«  critical Dioment  be  unao- 
oeptaUe.  The  miaappreheDBiona  which  Been  to  ha*t 
eiialed,  and  Ihe  misrepreaetttatioa*  which  have  been 
circulated,  raepeeting  Ihe  stale  of  our  foreign  relations, 
render  ^ao  aoeh  dedarntion .  expedient.  And  it  m^ 
not  be  naeles*  that  every  foreign  nation  ibould  under- 
atand,  Ihat  ita  aggmsaions  oever  will  be  justified  or  en- 
couraged by  any  deaenption  of  American  citizeDa.  Tv 
tbe  question  for  every  citizen  now  ia,  whether  be  wiU 
rally  round  the  Government  of  his  choice,  or  enlist  ai- 
der fcneigD  banner*  1  Whetherhe  will  be  foi  hi*  couB- 
try,  <a  agaiiut  bis  country  1 

The  eommillea  reapectfiilly  aubmit  iha  fbllowinf 
resolu^ons : 

1.  Srtolval,  That  the  United  8ut«s  cannot,  without  a 
aacriSce  of  their  right*,  honor,  and  independence,  luh- 
Bit  lo  Ihe  lale  edicu  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

2.  iUtaked,  That  it  i*  npedient  lo  prriiibit,  by  law. 
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tha  idaiMieD  into  the  paid  of  tin)  United  State*  of  all 
public  or  pnvfte,  umeil  <»-  unsimcd,  ihipi  or  v[ 
brbnging  to  Great  Britain  oi  Fruice,  or  to  any  olhet 
of  ttie  belligerent  Power*,  haling  in  ■force  ordei 
itciee*  Tiotaliog  tho  lawful  commerce  and  nc 
lightaof  the  United  States;  and  bIbo  the  importation 
of  an;  goods,  warca,  ot  uerchandiae,  the  growlfa,  pro- 
duce or  manulacture  of  tbe  dominione  of  an;  of  the 
■aid  Powers,  or  imported  Irom  an;  place  in  the  poa- 
■eilnoii  of  eKh^r. 

3.  Raohed,  ThatnleasDreeonehttobe  immediate); 
lakea  ibr  placiDg  the  ayaniij  in  a  more  complete 


FiTe  tbousHnd  copin  of  the  report  we.ie  orderrd 
lo  be  primed  Ibr  the  UBe  of  the' members  of  both 
Hoasea  of  Coogresa. 

ADDITIONAL 'HEVENUE  CUTTERS. 

Mr,  Nbwtok  called. for  tbe  order  of  tbe-day  on 
ihe  bill  aiuborisiDg  the  President  i*  employ 
IweJre  additional  rereaue  CBIler&' 

Mr,  QuiHCT  stated  that  he  had  ito  objection 
40  the  immediate  discussion  of  ibe  aubject.any 
further  than  he  ihoasht  it  would  foresiall  the 
more  important  questions  which  were-to  be  de- 
bated upon.  He  alluijed  lo  the  reaoluiioiis  far 
the  rep^  of  [he  embargo  lawv^'^- 

The  B^iKHR  told  the'gentltaiBO  that  the  meriti 
of  the  bill  were  not  no-w  b^ore  the  House. 

It  waiMr.  Q,DinGx'Bi]i(eoiioD,  (be continued,) 
to  make  a  Bottoo ;  andf  if^a  order,  be  i«oald 
more  ilial  Ibe  conaideration  of  tbe  bill  be  poat- 

TbeSiCAKEasaid'ihrraoIiba  Wooid  hare  been 
jn  order  had  it  been  the- first  made;  hut.aa  that 
«f  the  gendemao  fr«n'  Virginia  had*  been  pre- 
vieosljr  iubmitied,  \i  wuuld  of  cotirse  be  first  put. 
Tbe  qaetlion  was  then. taken  vpon  lAt.  Nbw- 
toh'b  notioo,  and  carried — yeas  66,  naju  39. 

The  House  haviBKieaolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
millee  of  the  Whole, 

Ur.  NswTON  rose  to  state  thai  the  Committee 
of  CoEDnterce  and,  Manufacliires  had  uoderetood, 
from  the  proper  authoriitcs,  iheie  was  a  neceJuCy, 
for  tbe  proper  execution  of  the  revenife  lifts,. 
that  the  Cocce  under  thedtrectiouof  the 'Treasury 
Department  should  ba'cousidefabiy  inereaied. 

Mr.Bi^CKLBiMBiemarkad,  that  tbe  cutlers  pro- 
posed to  be  built  were  necessary,  cot  only  the  betr 
■ter  to eoforeeonr embargo  lawj^butitotheptopet 
«x«cation  of  those  for  the  ref  nlation  ef  the  reve- 
aat,  Ue  informed  gentlemen. that  there  was  but 
■one  revenue  cutler  in  ihe  whole  State  of  Georgia. 
Mr.  B.  boped  the  Comoiidee  w«uld  agree  to  the 
bill  then  before  them, 

Mr.  Dana  inquired  whether  any  written  infor- 
mation tonebipg  i be  BedfeMily  there  might  be  for 
twelTe  TBTenoe  cnitera  had  been  received  bj  Ibe 
■CooimiiiBe — any  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the, 
Treasunr  1  He  thought  it  was  necesiary,  if  so, 
that  it  Bhonld  be  submitted  to  tbe  House. 

Ur.  NswTOtt'  replied-  that  there  bad  been  nc 
miuen  eommuDiceiioo  from  the  proper  Depart- 
ment lo  the  Committee.  T^y  had  dqI  thought 
fl  emanlial.  baring  abo  uoderaiood  that  tbe  Bec- 
iwary  of  tbe  Treasury  waa  particularly  oceupied. 
Bowvrtt,  he  bad  taken  the  shorteat  meibed,  by 


waiting  u|>on  the  Seorelary  himself,  and  had  r»- 
ceired  tbe  ioformation  before  alluded  to.  He  bad 
understood  that  the  probable  expense  of  each  cut- 
ter would  be  about  $10,000,  or,  $120,000  for  tbe 
whole.  Each  cutter  lo  carry  about  twenty  men. 
.-  Mr.ftoiNCY  thought  that  the  correct  mode  of 
proceeding  Would  require  other  than  mere  mbal 
information-  .  Respect'for  iheraselres  should  in- 
duce ^enilenen  nut  to  act  without  official  coot- 
munication  upon  the  subject.  They  could  not, 
upon  any  other  cooilitions,  n'gree  to  so  great  aa 
augmentation  of  ihe  force'under  the  direclion  of 
tbe  Treasury  Department.  There  had,  hetelor 
fore,  been  but  ten  cutlers  employed.'  There  were 
never  more. than  ten  when  commerce  was  at  its 
height  and  the  revenue  floiirishiog.  But  now, 
tbe  House-was  called  upou  to  vote  twelve  ad- 
ditional cutters,  when  we  are  without  nevenue, 
wilhoul  commerce,  and  there  is  no  inloimalioa 
of  an  official  nature  before  the  House,  upon  which 
it  might  act. 

Mr.  Newton  oould  noi-aee  that  it  wu  of  anf 
consequence  lo  tbe  House,  whether  there  had  been 
a  written  commuuicaiioa  to  it  upon  tbe  subject, 
so  that  the  ioformation  came  ihtough  the  proper 
organ^  from  ibe  proper  luthorily.  It  was  neces- 
sary, in  times  of  difficulty  like  the  present,  to  act 
with  upiril  and  promptitude.  The  laws  should 
be  executed  with  the  greatest  strictness  j  and  it 
was  always  wi^je  to  take  time  by  the  forelock. 

Mr.  Elliot  bad  always  been  opposed  lo  ibia 
mode  of  legislaiioo.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  NewtOn)  had  stated  it  to  be  of  no 
codsequence  whether  the  House  bad  written  in- 
B  upon  the  object  of  the  bill,  so  thai  the 
icationhad  been  madelbrougfl  ibe  proper 
organ.  Did  (ha  gentleman  mean  to  call  himself 
the  proper  Organ  of  communicaiion  ?  If  the  gen- 
tleman did,  he  was  willing  to  consider  him  aa 
such^  Let  bim  then  «nter  into  a  little  detail,  and 
ihow  to  the  House  the  necessiljr  there  exists  for 
the  erection  of  twelveaddiiional  revenne cuitert. 
It  might  be  recollected  that,  upon  a  former  occft- 
ilon,  when  the  building  of  a  number  of  gunboats 
was  .proposed  as  a  system  of  national  defence 
there  bad  been  a  eommunicaiidn  in  writing  made 
to  them.  The  President  did  not  take  upou  him- 
self Ihe  responsibility  of  the  measure.  Before 
they  were  called  upon  lo  votCj  they  had  found 
upon  the  table  ibe  ikecessary  laformatioa  from 
the  Secretary  of  ibe  Nary,  Here  •had,  indeed, 
been  a  commiwi cation  through  the  proper  organ, 
but  it  came  in  writing.  And.  as  it  had  been  ob- 
tainod  in  t^at  ease,  Ee  hoped  it  would  also  be 
obtained  in  ibe  i»esent  one.  He  wished  to  know- 
where  tbe  n Kess it y  appeared  for  the  increase  of 
cotters  proponed  by  the  bill,  for  it  snrely  could 
not  arise  from  auy  increase  la  the  rcvenne  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  B.  was  not  at  all  satisfied 
that  tbey  were  wanted^  and,  uulii  forlher.  infoi- 
mation  was  had,  muat  vols  against  Ibe  bill. 

Mr.' Nbwtok  did  sol  intend  to-reply  to  the 
gentleman  last  up,  on  bis  cavilling  resfHciing  tbe 
proper  organ  of  commoai cation.  He,  however, 
did  consider  himaelf,  in  the  prosent  case,  oa  dte 
proper  organs    If  the  Houae  badieceived  ttif 
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informarion  from  ihe  TreasHry  DopartiDent  it- 
self, it  woold  have  bfen  found,  he  believed,  lo 
comain  nolhing  furlher  ihao  he  biinself  had  de- 
tailed. Mr,  N.  ihen  moved  that  ilie  Coramiiiee 
rise  and  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  Blackledce  made  some  obserTaiioDs  in 
■uppori  of  tiie  bill,  but  they  were  not  di^liocily 

Mr-  Desha  was  of  opiniOD  that  the  coneidera- 
tion  of  (he  bill  oocht  for  a  short  rime  to  be  posi- 
poned,  until  the  House  could  see  whether  the 
embargo  laws  would  be  repealed.  Should  those 
laws  be  rescinded,  the  cutters  proposed  to  be  built 
would  be  found  lo  be  unnecessary.  Heconfessed 
Ibat,  without  any  official  JDformaiion,  and  until 
the  Rreat  queilions  before  the  House  should  be 
deciJed.  he  felt  a  reluctance  to  vote  upon  ibe 
present  bill.  He,  therefore,  should  move  that  the  ' 
Commillee  rise  and  report  progress.  i 

Mr.  Ufbam  also  hoped  for  a  postpontmeDt  of; 
the  subject.  For  his  own  pail,  he  could  not  nn-  . 
dersiandwhether  Ihese  cullers  were  wanted  for 
the  purpose  of  more  effeclually  enforcing  the  em-  ' 
bargo  laws,  or  to  prevent  infractions  of  iheTev- 
eoue  laws.  As  far'a.^  respects  infor'matioD,  be 
thought  himself  entiiled  to  know  for  what  be 
was  voting  away  mooe)-. 

Mr.  MoaELT  said  it  seemed  extraordinary  lo 
vote  for  the  building  of  additional  revenue  cut-. 
ters,  when,  in  fact,  there  existed  uo  revei^ue. 
Certainly  the  name  of  ibeni  should  be  changed, 
and,  instead  of  revenue,  they  should  be  calleiJ 
embargo  cutters.  It  appeared  to  him  that  there 
would  soon  be  more  pressing  caJIs  for  public 
money.  The  question  should,  in  his  opinion,  be 
postponed. 

Mr. BucELEpcE said  that  the  eiffense  of  build- 
ing the  cutlers,  would  be  defrayed  bv  the  detec- 
tion of  goods  attempted  lo  be  smuggled  There 
had,  already,  been  many  condemilaiiooE.  They 
were  taking  place  everyday.  And  it  was  to  sup- 
port the  laws  that  these  cutters  had  been  called 
for. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  thai  the  Com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill,  it  was  carried — 
yeas  47,  nays  46. 

And,  00  a  motion  that  tbe  House  should  con- 
■ider  tbe  report  of  the  Commillee  of  the  Whole, 

Mi.  Pitkin  moved  that  it  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next.  The  reasons  for  the  adoption  of 
the  bili^  as  gL,ven  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  nere  the  protection  that  would  thus  be 
afforded  in  ibe  collecHon  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
more  strict  enforcement  of  ihe  embargo  laws. 
But,  shall  we  be  ai  ihe  expense  of  SISO.OOO  with- 
out knowing,  when  the  cullers  are.  built,  if  ibey 
will  then  be  waoiedl  They  mighi,  proiiably,  be 
necessary  if  the  House  intended  to  continue  the 
embargo  laws  and  adopt  tbe  non-intercourse  re- 
Blriciions.  He,  however,  wished  first  4a  know 
tbe  result  of  these  questions. 

Mr.  LivERMOHB  was  in  favor  of  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  subject.  Nothing  cotrid  be  lost  by  a 
•hort  delay.  To  use  the  expre^ion  of  the  gen- 
ikman  from  Virginia,  it  was  certainly  prudent  lo 


take  time  by  the  forelock,  and  it  was  bis  wish  to 
do  so  in  regard  to  the  ioformation  upon  the  sub- 

t 'eel, .which  was  to  be  desired,  it  certainly  would 
e  belter  to  wail,  to  see  whether  the  measure  was 
necessary.  The  genlleman  bad  slated  that  each 
cutler  will  cost  about  $10,000  i  but.  may  he  not 
be  inerror?  This  would  not  beVhe  first  lime 
that  a  gentleman  bad  been  mistaken  in  bis  catcu- 
laiions.  ,The  cutlers  would,  in  his  opinion,  coii 
much  more  than  the  sum  specified.  They  inay 
probably  cost  Sln.OOO  a-piece.  Kvery  genllemaQ 
had  a  right  to  call  fof-  information  from  the  proper 
source.  Heaske^  whsre  ibegreai  necessity  could 
he  shown  for  these  vessels.  For  what  purpose  «re 
Secretaries  appointed  if  they  cannot  be  called  up- 
on to  yield  the  information  lo  this  House  which 
many  thought  ueeessary  ?  Such  information  had 
been  so  csUed  for,  and  he'Wished  to  know  from 
an  oSicifll  source  what  sum  the  cutters  propoaed 
lo  be  buill  would  cost.  Should  it  turn  ont  that 
these  cutters  would  not  be  wanted,  or  that  a  much 
greater  sum  than  had  been  contemplated  was 
expended  in  building  ihem,  can  we  account  to  the 
nation  and  our  constiiuenis  for  it?  Shall  we 
lell  them  we  did  not  know— but,  ihat  the  Chair- 
ijian  of , Ihe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Maaa- 
factures  lold  us  bo;  telling^us,  at  the  same  time, 
thai  .he  had  it  from  the  Secreittry  of  the  Trea»* 
ury  1  But,  baa  the  Presidenl  of  the  United  St«ei 
told  nsihaiihese  vessels  were  necessary  1  He  baa 
not.  Mr.  L.  repeated  thai  every  genlleman  upon 
lhat  flobr  had  a  right  to  call  for  informatioB.  He 
r^hould  notvoie  for  this  bill  unless  the  House  had 
resolved  to  continue  the  embaruo  laws  and  pass 
a  non-intercourse  fesotution.  These  great  qoes- 
tioDs,  be  hoped,  had  not  been  prejudged,  and 
decided  upon  beforehand.  Certainly,  if  the  em- 
bargo he  repealed,  it  will,  at  least,  be  doubtful 
whether  these  cutters  will  be  requisite  ;  and  ibere 
has  not  yei  been  information  enough  lo  convince 
the  House  that  they,  ought  to  vote  away  the 

Mr.  Newton  declared  that  he  had  no  wish  to 
precipitate  any  measure,  and  would  be  the  last  in 
urging  the  too  hasty  enbsideralion  of  aqaestioD, 
The  gentleman  Inst  up,  has  told  the  House  that 
these  revenue  cullers  are'not  Waoiing— that,  in 
fact,  there  is  no  revenue.  Olbers  h^ve  talked 
about  embargo  cuttvs.  It  Ii  true  ibere  is  a  t«so- 
luiiou'Dpon  the  table  for  the  repeal  of  the  embar- 
go laws,  but,  these  laws  are  not  yet  repealed. 
Let  gentlemen  recollect  that  (bey  are  still  in  ex- 
istence, and  if  we  do  enact  laws;  it  is  our  duty 
lo  i^et:  that  Ihey  are  enforced.  He  appealed  to 
gentlemen  wheiher  informntion  had  not  been 
made  public  of  the  iniention  of  many  British 
merchants  to  smuggle  goods  Into  our  country,  the 
importation  i^f which  our  laWs  prohibited;  and 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  House  for  the  propriety 
of  supporting  tbe  measures  of  Qovernment  and 
the  sovereignty  of  ihe  couuiry.  He  would  stale 
,lo  ihe  House  lhat  there  waa,  in  Qeorgia,.  not  a 
single  reteuue  cutter. 

Mr.'LivBHNORE  said  that  he  did  n&t  deoy  the 
necetaity  there  might  be  for  emptoying  tbe  twelve 
additional  cutters.    Heonly  caid  that  he  wme  not 
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coDTJneed  of  the  necessity.    For  bis  part,  he  had 
heard  of  no  smngsling  but  from  Canada. 

Mr.  JACEBON,of  Virginia,  thought  Ibe  consid- 
eritioo  of  the  bill  ODghc  nol  to  be  postponed. 
The  laws  which  we  hare  jrassed  have  beeA  most 
thamefally  riolaled-  So  long  as  we  )iare  laws, 
we  ought  to  see  that  they  ate  rigidly  enforced. 
GentlemeD  lell  us  we  ought  not  to  act  with  pre- 
cipitaoee.  ^  Sir,  we  have  trareiled  a  snail's  pace 
ID  compah'soQ  with  those  miscreaats  who  have 
TJolaied,  and  are  planning  violatioos  of  your  em- 
bargo laws.  It  appeared  as  if  geallemaa  had 
■greed  to  ereaie  delays  Uy  long  speeches  about 
Doihing.  But  he  trusted  the  mBJorily  would  not 
be  driven  from  the  ground  which  they  had  taken, 
arid  t'roiD  the  opinions  he  had  heard  expressed,  he 
wascoDTinced  that  a  respectable  majority  of  that 
House  had  deterniiaed  agaiast  a  repeal  of  the 
embargo  laws.  As:tq  the  [sit  about  informa- 
tion, be  had  supposed  ih^re  was  infurmBiJon 
rooDgfa  among  the  gentlemen  of  ibat  House  lo 
aweriaJD  tKe  probable  expense  of  building  a  rev- 

Ur.  DutA  appreliended  the  question  to'  be, 
whether  wa  should  deviate  from  the  u^ual  mode 
of  proceeding?  .whether  or  not  we  shall  dis- 
pense with  official  information  to  which  we  are 
nndoubiedly  entitled  1  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Ei- 
ecoiive  logive  uS  such  ioformaci^n  rn  an  official 
form,  npoo  all  objects  falling  witt>i1i  the  business 
of  the  deparimentaoder  his  cootrot.  There  ha^i 
beeo  heretofore  but  leu  revenue  cutlers  employed, 
and  DOW  we  are  called  upon  lo  double  th^  amount. 
But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  tell, 
OS  in  an  official  manner,  that  the  addition  is  ne- 
eewary,  and  let  the  responsibility  rest  with  ihe 
Treasury  Department.  He  wished  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  intending  the  slightest  disrespect  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Comraiiiee  qF  Commerce 
and  Ma nnfac tares,  or  io  the  least  as  doubling  the. 
information  of  that  gentleman.  Yet  he  thought 
it  always  the  better  method,  as  the  Houae  had 
an  DDquestionable  right  to  have  official  informa' 
lion,  to  adopt  the  usual  course.  The  duty  pecu- 
liarly belong?  lo  the  Secretary  of  the' Treasury. 
and  we  should  alwavs  have  ii  from  himself,  un- 
less opoo  such  trivial  subjects  as  did  not  merit 
serious  consideration.  Let  tis  inquire  if  the  ex- 
pense of  btiilding  these  cutters  is  leo  trivial  lo 
merit  this  cons! derp lion.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  supposed  that  there  was  informa- 
tioQ  enough  in  the  House  to  ascertain  the  price  j 
of  twel7e  revenue  cutters.  Bai  as  they  might 
»ary  in  size,  and  the  price  was  regulated  hy  lon- 
Bage.  it  would  be  rather  difficult.  He  really 
ifaotiKht  it  weuld  ))uzzle  the  most  able  seaman  in 
Ihe  United  Stales  to  idl  the  expense  of  building 
&Tnsel,  the  size  of  which  he  was  unacquainted 
With.  Bat  the  cost  had  been  rated  ai  8120,000, 
■nd  that  wa$  certainly  worthy  of  consideration. 
If  iheedltcrs  should  not  be  wanted,  it  would  fie 
throwing  as  mucit  money  away  as  would  defray 
the  eiprnses  of  that  House  daring  (he  session, 
■nd  ibai  to  gentlemen  would  assuredly  be  worthy 
of  consideration.  He  was  always  willing  -to 
provide  for  Ihe  proper  protection  of  the  ftveone, 


but  did  not  think  we  were  always  safe  in  passing 
laws  without  having  the  necessary  information; 
he  believed  it  the  better  course  to  have  it.  And 
ns  the  present  case  was  not  Very  urgent,  wonld 
vole  lo  obtain  Ihe  regular  official  information. 

Mr.  AtBTON  observed  that  this  was  the  old 
story;  it  was  impossible  to  lake  a  single  sfep 
without  motions  for  delay.  Let  gentlemen  re> 
fleet  on  certain  laws  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  on  the  object  of  the  bill  nowhefora 
them,  md  they  wtiuld  find  that  the  power  was 
left  discretionary  with  the  President  to  employ 
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itdod 


them  19  be  necessary^  be  is  not  bound  lu  have  the 
cutters  built.  On  I hia.  subject  there  can  be  no 
betieflt  derived  frojn  wailing  for  further  informa- 
tion. Oenllemenhave  talked  about  the  repeal  of 
the  embargo  lalvs.  the  passage  of  a  non-iaier- 
courje  bill,  ifec.  Mr.  A,  declared  this  was  the 
first  time  in  nil  his  life  that  he  had  ever  heard 
sDch  an  argument  urged.  It  was  iFie  first  lime 
\n  had  understood  that  we  should  ^ai(  in  passing 
laws  to  profecl  our',  revenue,  until  a  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  certain  other  laws-  {lad  b^en  acted 

Mr.  Upham  perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man, that  whatever  laws-were  in  force,  ought  to 
be  strictly  executed.  But  he  slated  his  convic- 
tion that  a  raajoriiy  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  had  expected  that  the  embargo  laws  would 
be  repealed  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  That  had  been  his  own  hon- 
est opioion.  He  was  doubtful,  whether  these 
cutters  were  wanted  at  all  or  not;  but  if  they 
were,  and  it  was  determiiied  at  all  events  to  en- 
force ihe. embargo  l8ws,'why  not  come  up  to  the 
main*  question  at  once  1  The  regolar  way  would 
be  to  decide  that  great  question  nrst. 

ftfr.  Newton  rose  to  request  the  House  lo  at- 
tend to  ihe-cour^ewhich  this  discussion  had  lahen. 
Gentlemen  had  called  for  information,  but  at  the 
same  time  had  manifested  a  disposition,  if  tltey 
had  that  in  formal  ion,  ilot  to  cease  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  continuance  of  the  embargo  laws. 
They  had  lold  as  repeatedly  that  our  seamen 
were  in  want,  yet  when  a  bill  is  brouzhl  forward 
to  provide  for  tho?e  seamen  they  arelbremest  in 
opposing  it; 

Mr.  Dana  thought  that  if  our  seamen  coutd 
have  no  other  provision  made  for  their  support, 
(his  would  scarcely  answer  "the  name.  Ten  rev- 
enue cutters  to  provide  for  sixty  thousand  sea- 
lUen  I  Or  taking  half  the  number  usually  em- 
plo);ed  in  thE^  commerce'  of  the  United  States, 
say  thirty  thousand,  anrf  ten  revenue  cutters  are 
to  provide  for  them  1  Really,  sir,  and  bow  many 
men  must  one  of  .these  cutlers  carry  7  Our  sea- 
ipeclable  than  he  thought  them, 


nibis 
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They  could  not  then  talk  of  dealing  out  half 
allowances,  or  the  Gfiieth  hundredth  part  ef  an 
adonrance,  nay,  a  thousandth  part.  As  it  re- 
spected the  revenue  of  the  United  Stales,  when 
information  wae  laid  before  the  Honse,  he  eonld 
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tbcii  judge  for  himself.  If  ibis  force  be  hmm- 
eary  for  securing  ibe  revenue  of  ibe  United 
Stales,  it  wonld  be  absurd  to  deny  ih;  resppnsi- 
ble  officer  the  tneotis  of  doing  his  duty.  But  if 
it  WBs  intended  for  aa  inhibition  of  revenue,  in- 
stead of  protection,  be  should  not  vote  for  it  until 
the  msin  question  was  decided.  He  wislied  firal 
to  know  the  stand  ivbich  would  then  be  taken. 

Mr.  QuiNCY  said  ibaC  the  argument  drawn 
from  a  want  of  information,  was  nut  tlie  slronK- 
est  whicb  might  be  ur^ed  against  the  con^idera- 
tiuD  of  the  bill,  for  there  had  been  none  suflicietit 
to  convince  ibe  Wowe  that  the  twelve  culCers. 
mentioned  in  the  bill  would  be  enough  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  embargo  and  non-inter- 
course laws.  Perhaps  it  might  be  thought  neces- 
sary at  this  lime  to  have  official  iuformatioD, 
that  we  migbi  act  imelligtbly.  Qenileman  say 
that  our  laws  are  violated,  and  that  they  mu^t  he 
carried  into  more  complete  effect;  but  if  the 
laws  arM  CDtirely  done  away,  surely  the  House 
will  not  vote  the  twelve  addiiionat  cutters.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Hou^e  would  not  thus 
ioQiscreetly  decide  upon  so  important  a  question. 

Mr.  Lloyd  ask-.-d  what  possible  difference  there 
(x>uld  be  between  a  decision  now  or  on  Monday  1 
if  It  is  necetiuary  to  act  imm.ediately,  why  not 
send  out  our  armed  vessels  7  They  could  surely 
be  got  ready  before  vessels  which  were  yet  tt)  be 
buui.  Aad  if  the  embargo  was  to  be  coalinued, 
be  trusted  these  cutters  were  not  the  only  means 
contemplated  to  enforce  it,  for  it  was  desirable 
thai  it  be  made  to  operate  equally  on  the  honest 
and  dishonest.  If  the  embargo  laws  were  re- 
pealed, he  hoped  the  nation  would  have  recourse 
lo  eome(h!i)g  more  ef&oieat  than  revenue  cutters. 
It  was  Mr.  L.'s  wish  to  see  the  stand  whicb 
might  be  taken  before  he  could  vole.   ' 

Mr.PiTEiN  remarlced  that  he  would  not  have 
made  the  motion  had  he  thought  it  would  have 
brought  on  a  discUEsion.  But  a  delay  of  the 
nresent  bill  was  not  a  delay  of  the  main  question, 
He  had  not  been  one  of  those  who  had  contribu- 
ted to  that  delay,  it  would,  however,  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  gentleman  from  North. CaroliDfi 
(Mr.  Alston)  had  roted  with  (hose  who  had 
promoted  that  delay,  Mr.  P,  was  anxious  that 
the  main  qucstioa should  beaded  upon  before  the 
collateral  one  was  taken  up.  Wheo  thaiune  had 
been  decided,  this  one  would  of  course  come  on. 

The  yens  and  nayn  were  here  called  for, 

Mr.D.  H.  Welliams  believed  that  the  abject 
of  the  ge(ii,leman  frara  Connecticut  was  not  to 
delay  the  consideration  of  the  bill  before  the 
House.  He  hoped  that  gentleman  was  iocapable 
of  it.  Would  not,  then,  his  wishes  be  met,  by 
again  referring  the  hill  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures?  Forthere  were 
no  good  reasons  why  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
should  be  postponed  until  Monday.  Postpone  it 
DDtil  Mondajt,  and  whet  do  you  gain  by  it?  You 
■le  exactly  where,  you  were  wbes  you  set  out. 
By  re  com  mi  (ling  the  bill  lb  ihecommlitee  whicb 
reported  i(,  information  could  by  it  be  obtained  in 
an  facial  form.  If  ibe  gentleman  would  so  vary 
hii  motion,  he  wotild  rote  for  it  with  pleasure 


There  were  many  reasons  in  support  of  thia 
mode  of  proceeding,  in  preference  to  iii  postpone- 
ment.    He  then  moved  a  recommitment. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  motion  perfectly  met  hii 
wish.  He  believed  it  accorded  with  the  object 
of  every  remark  which  he  had  made  upon  (he 

Mr.  PiTEinhadlio  objection  tos  recommit  men  L 
Mr.  D.  R.  Wii.LiAue  hoped  tbe  House  would 
agree  to  a  recommitment,  ai  W  would  be  observed, 
by  the  bill  before  them,  not  one  revenue  cutter 
cuuld  be  obtained,  there  not  being  any  specide 
appropriation  for  ihRt  purpose.  And  by  the  law* 
providing  for  the  colleblion  of  the  revenue,  do 
appropriation  had  beea  made  which 'could  meet 
ihevjpense,  [Mr.  W.  here  quoted  the  part  tA 
the  laws  which  relate  to  this  subject.]  He  thea 
remarked  that  the  House  never  bad  considered 
the  moneys  alluded  to  in  these  laws  as  an  appro- 
priation for  a  purpose  like  the  present.  Should 
ibe  House  reconimil  the  bill, .the  cotnmiltee,  no 
doubt,  would  take  good  care  to  ameod  it  io  thai 

Mr.  Newton  replied  that  this  question  tw- 
curred  to  him  when  be  drew  ibe  bill.  But  be 
had  found  upon  inquiry,  ibal  any  expense  in- 
curred in  the  way  proposed,  was  immediately 
charged  to  these  laws,  He  here  quoted  thelawa, 
and  contended,  that  as  soon  as  the  bill  was  passed, 
the  President,  under  ihem,  wasauthorized  to  build 
the  cutters.  Wbatvwas  (he  object  of  the  recom- 
miimeni?  If  bis  coostructrion  cf  the  law  wa* 
right,  there  was  no  .  necessity  for  delay.  In 
times  like  these,  it  is  requisite  we  should  be  pre- 
,parcd   for  action.     He  added,  that  owing  to  our 

f;reai  ezieutof  coast  thete  cullers  were  abM>luie- 
y  necessary  to  prevent  violations  of  the  reveniu 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  lUen  taken, 
and  carried— «ye8  61,  non  56. 


WEDNEaoAy,  November  23. 
Mr.  Jeremiah  MoHHowpresen  ted  petitions  from 
--  -Iry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  respect- 


ively may  ing  that  tbe  forfeitures  of  interest  which 
may  have  been  incurred  on  tbe  insiatiaeiitii  dua 
fur  the  purchase  of  lands  of  the  United  States  by 
the  petitioners,  may  be. remitted;  and  ibat  ibe 
time  for  completiag  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  for  the  saidTands  may  be  extended  losuch 
length  of  time  as  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  oaay 
deem  p r op tr— Referred  lo  the  Gummiliee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pqindexter,  (bat  so  much 
of  the  report' of  the  Committee  on  ihe  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  meolDrial  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, made  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  OB 
the  iwenty-first  Instant, as  is  contained  in  tb«  last 
resolution  submitted  by  the  committee,  be  recom- 
mitted to  tbe  lame  committee ;  and  tlie  qu^tioli 
being  taken  thereupon,  it  passed  in  Ihe  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jerehiab  Mobbow,  the  said 
report  was  referred  to  a  Codmittee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next.' 


.dbyCoo^le 


629 


mSTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


630 


NOTEHBBR^  1 


Em6<wy»-^/Vpw^  Rehjtiona. 


>pR. 


TnnBsitAT.  November  84, 
AitfiCher  member,  to  vit:  Babent  Gahdenieb, 
from  New  York  appeared,  and  took  hii  seat  in 
the  Honse. 

Mr.  Lewib,  from  tbe  Cotnmitiee  for  (he  Dis- 
trict nrColambJB,  presented  a  bill  anihoriztngthe 
proprietors  of  squires  and  lots  in  the  City  of 
WasbiD^ioD,  to  have  the  same  subdivided  and 
admilifd  to  record;  -which  was  read  twice,  and 
commicied  lu  ft  Conimiitce  of  the  whole  House 
00  Moodar  nezl. 

Mr.  Cloptoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
aod  Unfinished  Basinpss,  to  wbom  it  was  referred 
toexamlDesueb  laws  of  the  United  Slates  as  have 
eipired,  or  are  near  eupVing,  and  require  to  be 
Kvived,  or  further  continued,  made  a  report,  in 
pan.  ibereopoD ;  which  was  read,  aod  ordered  to 
lie  OQ  tbe  ikble. 

Friday,  November  25- 

Ur.GABDEMER preseDiml  several peiiiions  from 
ibe  inhabiianin  of  Oniario  county,  New  York. 
pcajPiDg  for  the  repeal  of  the  embaigo  Laws. — Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Mr.  CBii'T^NDEM'a 
reiolatioD. 

PBESIDBKT'S  PBOCLAMAnON. 

Mt.  Elliot  observea,  that  there  was  more  than 
one  precedent  oa  the  JoornaJs  of  the  House,  of 
cases  in  which  copies  of  Proclamatibns  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Srales  had  been  called 
for.  At  the  last  session  the  House  had  called  for 
aeopf  of  Tbe  Proelamalion  inlerdictibg  British 
sbipe  from  our  waters.  Therefore,  io  order  to 
add  another  link  lo  the  chain  of  documeals  re- 
specting (he  execution  of  the  embargo  laws,  he 
wished  to  call  for  the  Proclamation  alluded  to  by 
bis  eollesgiie,  who  had  offered  a  resoluiioq  on 
Ibe  mbjeet  of  ibcerabarsoj 

Mr.  E.  then' offereil' the  following  reaoluiiop, 
which  was  agreed  lo  without  opposition : 

-Retohed,  Thttthe  Prrsident  of  the  United  States 
be  TcqneBted  to  caus«  to  be  laid  belbre  the  House  a 
copj  of  a  Proclamaltim  inaed  in  April  last,  in  conse- 
qnenee  of  the  oppositiDn  to  the  embaigo  laws  near 
Lake  Champlun. 

Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Desba  #ef«  appointed  a 
Committee  to  preseul  the  jesoluiion  lo  ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.' 

THE  EMBARGO.      . 

Mr.  MacOn  mid  he  had  some  lime  a^o  moved 
three  resolutions,  two  of  which  had  been  agreed 
to,  B&d  Ihe  ihird  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  the 
ni^esEion  of  some  genllemen,  that  il  would  in- 
leriere  with  a  rtoolutioa  already  referred.  He 
ha4  wailed  Ihits  long  that  a  decision' might  be 
had  on  the  resolution  alluded  to  (Mr.  Chitten- 
der'b.)  Several  onmccessful  aitempis  having 
been  made  to  get  that  up,  he  row  moved  for  the 
eoBsideration  of  his  resoloiion,  in  the  foUowing 

"Sttehed,  ThattheaamsaommitteebflinBtnietedto 
inqmraJBto  tin  ipedieutj  of  amending  the  act  1^ 
iof  an  ambargo,  ud  the  Mvanl  acta  lopplwnMUa]  and 


The  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to 
wiihdat  opposition. 

CLOSED  DOORS. 

Mr.  Randolps  taid  he  was  very  sorry  to  be 
compelled  by  a  sense  of  duly  again  lo  close  tbe 
doors  of  the  House,  but  he  had  a  motion  lo  make, 
which  could  nol,  agreeably  lo  the  rules  and  ordera 
of  the  House,  be  made  with  the  salleries  open. 

The  doors  were  accordingly  clothed,  and  go  re- 
mained for  [wo  hours,  when  ihey  were  opened. 

The  Hous,e  then  went  into  Comtniitce  of  the 
Whole,  on  ihe  report  of  the  Commiilee  of  Claims 
favorable  lo'  the  petition  of  the  inhabitanis  of 
Sooicouniy, Kentucky;  which  was  concurred  in. 
reporied  to  iheHouse,  by  whom  it  was  also  agreed 
to,  and  the  Hou^e  then,  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MosDAT,  November  28. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Matthew  Lrott,  from 
Kentucky,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  cerinin  persons 
therein  mentioned,  (certain  citizens  of  Knox 
county,  Kentucky)  which  was  twice  read  and 
referred  toB  Committee  of  (he  Whole. 
DISABLED  S0J,DIER8. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  he  would  make  no  apology 
foi  ofiering  to  the  House  the  following  resolalion. 
It  was  on  a  subject  which  required  no  apology, 
and  with  which  the  House  was  sufficienlly  ac- 
quainicd  lo  render  any  preface  unnecessary. 

Httelved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to'inqtdn 

to  the  eipedieDEj  of  making  proriaion  bj  law  far 
the  relief  of  the  infirm,  dliabled,  and  ■aperumuated 
officori  and  soUien  of  the  late  Revolutioaat;  Army  and 
of  Ihe  pieunt  Armj  of  the  United  Stale* ;  and  that  the 
commitlae  han*  Ic^ve  lo  report  b;  bill  or  othonvias. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  oppo- 
sition, and  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Say,  Mr.  Bloont, 
Mr.  RiCBABO  Jackson,  and-  Mr.  Joait  Shitb, 
Were  appointed  Ihe-committee.  .  ' 

FOREIGN   RELATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  iplo  a  Comraiilee  of  Ihe  Whole,  on 
[lis  report  of  the  commi|iee  on  the  subject  of  our 
foreign  relations. 

The  first  resijilulton,  in  the  following  words, 
hnving  been  read: 

Jitaohed,  That  the  United  States  cannot,  without  a 
sacrifice  of  theii  righti,  honor  and  independence,  anb- 
mil  to  Che  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France: 

Mr.  Campbell  opened  the  debate.  He  said 
that  ill  health  had  hitherto  prevented  and  mi|bt 
hereafiar  prevent  him  from  giving  that  attention 
to  the  subject  which  the  aU'impartant  crisis  would 
seem  lo  rvquire;  it  was,  however,  his  duty  to 
bring  the  Kubjecl  before  the  House.  The  cont- 
millee  baviilg  in  their  rejmri  presenied  to  the 
HoDse  tbe  view  in  which  ihev  hid  oonsidered 
the  so bjec Preferred. to  them,  and  the  reasons  gen- 
erally which  induced  them  to  present  these  reso- 
iNtiana  lo  the  Jlionte,  be  said  it  was  not  hia  intei)- 
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Iheir  metils.  Those  reasons  had  been  iteenied 
safficienl  by  ihe  caminitlee  lo  justify  (hem  in 
presenting  iliese  resoluiiocs  to  the  House ;  and  rs 
the  objeclione  to  this,  if  &gy  there  were,  could 
not  be  foreseen,  he  would  not  attempt  to  nntici- 

Eate  them.  According  to  the  view  whidi  he 
imself  had  talien  of  the  first  resolution,  it  could 
require  do. discussion,  it  was  too  clear  to  require 
demonstration,  and  too  self-evident  to  need  proof 
of  Its  propriety.  It  might  indeed  seem  lo  require 
an  apology  from  the  coromiitee  for  presBoting  a 
proposition  which  erery  Americaa  must  long 
since  have  determined  for  himself.  When  the 
question  hnd  been  first  presented  to  bi.<i  coosider- 
8iion,  it  bad  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  toialty 
luperfluous,  and  to  be  doing  lilile  more  than  an- 
DUUDCLDg  lo  the  world  that  the  United  Stales 
were  still  independenl;  but  on  further  considera- 
lioD,  it  had  been  deemed  by  the  select  comnjitlee 
of  some  iraportsnce  thai  in  the  pretenl  critical 
situatioo  of  the  United  States,  ihey  should  fix  on 
some  point  at  which  all  would  meet.  After  a 
perusal  of  the  documeDls  laid  before  the  House 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  Mr.  C.  said  it  had 
been  supposed  that  no  one  would  hesitate  lo  de- 
claring bis  indignation  at  the  flagrant  viglalions 
and  encroachments  on  our  ri^hli  by  the  beltig- 
eieat  Powers,  while  it  had  been  supposed  that 
tome  difference  of  opinion  might  exist  as  to  the 
mode  of  resistance.  After  It  was  once  determined 
that  ihey  would  not  submit,  that  they  would 
repel  aggression,  it  bad  been  supposed  that  ihey 
might  with  greater  probability  of  unanimity  dis- 
cuss the  course  proper  to  be  pursued.  With  a 
view  lo  this  the  committee  had  presented  this 
resolution  to  the  House.  It  was  expected  that 
all  would  uniie  in  it  and  prove  lo  the  world  that 
the  RepresenlBtives  of  every  portion  of  the 
American  people  were  determined  lo  maintain 
their  rights,  for  the  belligerent  Powers  really 
seemed  to  suppose  that  the  American  people  had 
forgotteo  them,  aod  liad  therefore  assumed  ihe 
right  of  prescribing  the  course  of  conducl  which 
we  should  pursue.  To  submit  to  regulations  of 
foreign  Powers,  which  limited  the  conducl  of  the 
American  jieople  and  prescribed  the  rules  by 
which  ihey  were  to  be  governed,  which  poinled 
oat  the  very  ports  lo  which  Ihey  should  t^r  should 
not  go,  which  fixed  the  tribute  oi  tax  which  they 
ahotild  pay,  would  be  not  only  to  abandon  their 
dignity  and  honor,  but  to  surrender,  shamefully 
Borrender  our  iadepcndence.  Mr.  C.  saiii  he 
would  Dot  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  showing  that  the  Orders  of  Council  of  Great 
Briiaia  and  the  Decrees  of  France,  were,  on  the 
pari  of  those  nalions,  an  assumption  of  nower  to' 
give  laws  to  this  country,  in  direct  violation  of 
our  neutral  rights,  and  an  encroachment  on  our 
aovereigaty.  This  would  require  no  argumeoE. 
The  real  question  is,  said  he,  shall  we  govero 
ourselves  or  be  controlled  by  the  will  of  others, 
■hall  we  become  tributary  or  not,  shall  we  sub- 
mit or  be  independent?  And  lo  the  Commitiee 
tie  cheerfully  l^fi  the  decision  of  this  quesiipn. 
Mr.  MttHFOHD  next  addrewed  the  Committee 


of  the  Whole.  He  observed  ihai  although  he 
had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  Commitiee  of 
Forei:;n  Relations  who  fVamed  the  report  under 
consideration,  he  dissented  fronr  that  report  in 
some  respects.  We  had  now  arrived  at  a  mo- 
mentous crisis  in  the  affairs  of  our  country,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  deliberate  with  that 
firmness  nod  moderation  which  became  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  free  and  independent  people 
ihey  had  the  hgoor  to  represent  on  this  all  inter- 
esting concern.  However  they  might  triffer  on 
smaller  points  of  minor  importance,  yet  when  the 
beat  interest  of  the  country  was  at  slake  he  hoped 
they  would  unite  in  some  idode  to  secure  our 
Tights  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  proposition  which  he'  had  the  honor 
lomofe  a  fetrdays  ago,  was  consonant  in  some 
degree  to  the  instructions  ofiered  by  our  Minister* 
[0  Great  Britain  and  France,  offering  to  remove 
the  embargo  in.j-^ation  lo  either,  that  should 
rescind  their  obnoxious  decrees.  Neither  of  them 
having  receded,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  continue 
the  embargo  in  relation  lothem  both.  Najr,  fur- 
ther, he  would  inflict  ithe  severest'  penalties  on 
any  one  who  should  receive  a  license  or  volun- 
tarily pay  tribute  ta  eithw  of  them.  He  con- 
sidered Item  both  alike.  He  wished  lo  see  the 
country  placed  in  a  complete  posture  of  defence ; 
but  he  could  not  see  any  good  rea'son  why  we 
should  not  trade  with  those  nations  wha  were 
willing  to  r^eive  us  on  friendly  terms,  and  to 
tcade  with  us  on  the  principles  of  reciprocity  and 
mutual  interests.  This  would  not  compromit  the 
honor  of  the  nation.  Even  admitting  that  it 
might  pissiblyJead  to  war,  which  he  doubted,  be 
was  convinced  that  the  citizens  of  this  country 
would  rise  en  tnaige  \a  support  of  thai  comiperce 
which  neither  France  nor  England  had  any  right 
10  interdict.  He  did  presume,  with  all  thezeaiof 
some  )ientlemeo  for  irritating  measures,  it  was 
not  seriously  contemplated  to  declare  war  against 
all  mankind;  he  was  for  having  at  least  a  fevr 
friends  in  case  of  need.  What  was  our'situatioa 
nowl  The  President  of  the  United  Stales  had 
told  them,  after  speaking  of  France  aod  Gnglaod, 
that  "our  relations  with  the  olbei  Powers  of 
Europe  had  undergone  no  material  change  since 
the  last  session."  This  being  the  case,  our  com- 
merce was  open  with  them  all  except  Prance 
and  Great  Britain  and  their  depe'ndencies. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  well  aware  that  he  should 
be  told,  if  we  permitted  this  commerce  to  those 
countries  wbu' were  disposed  to  receive  as  on 
friendly  terms,  Great  Britain  and  France  would 
indirecily  receive  their  supplies.  He  acknowl- 
edged this,  in  a  certain  denrae,  but  his  prirnary 
object  was  to  relieve  his  own  country.  Where 
was  ibe  patridic  breast  that  did.  not  beet  In  ani- 
son  witb  the  patriotic  and  valorous  sons  of  Spain  7 
Shall  we  refuse  them  a  loaf  of  bread  merely  be- 
cause we  are  ^fraid  Great  Britain  and  France 
might  possibly  cut  a  slice  off  as  it  passed  along? 
Let  ustakea  view  of  iheir  whole  oondnct  towards 
the  United  States,  since  their  Revolution,  which 
had  been  a  series  of  good  offices.  They  had  im- 
mediately released  our  vessels  which  had  been 
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sequestered  in  i^epotis  of  Spain  by  the  icon  hand 
of  xka  toi-diaaiU  EmiKrot  of  ihe  West.  Lei  w 
now  luni  loihe  Newfrorld.  WbwiiasbeeD  the 
conduct  of  [hBiGov^rnmeDierecied  by  the  friendj 
of  the  Patriol.i  in  the  Havaoa  1  .  More  than  ^i; 
Teasels  bad  gone  out,  ucdei  the  permission  of  ihe 
President^  foe  the  purpose  uf  collectlog  debts'due 
to  them  .in  that  island.  They  have  compelled 
ibeir  citizens  to  pay  the^e  debta,  and  tlie  vessels 
bare  rrtaroed  loaded  lo  the  Uailcd  Stales,  and 
eoDtribntt'd  esseniiaUy  to  (be  revenoeofthe  Uni' 
led  Suiei.  Is  this  doi  truly  characteristic  of  Css- 
liliao  honor  and  geDerosiiyl 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  cooMdered  lh.e  Revolution  in 
Mexico  as  the  most  importaol  era  which  liad  taken 
place  since  our  gloriouiRevolutiqn,  which,  in  his 
opiuioD,  would  ullimarely  lead  to  Ecotiriog'.oiir 
SoDthwestern  boundary  on  a  permanent  fooling ; 
and  bat  for  the  recent  Revolution,  New  Orleans 
mighteveD  now  have  been  in  possessioii  of  France. 
WJien  ibe  question  of  slavery  was  agitated  among 
the  inbabiiaots  of  that  place,  it  waa  not  unusual 
for  them  to  say  of-the  United  States,  wacare  notb- 
JDg  about  yon — we  shall  soon  hareoibergoverD- 
ori.  ll  was  DO  doubt  within  ibe  recollection  of 
many  members  of  lbi»  Gommhtee.  that  a  man 
bad  been  lately  taken  up  al  Nacogdoches.  He  had 
not  at  the  time  taken  much  notice  of  ihe  report — 
luid  considered  it  but  a  common  newspaper  report, 
or,  as  it  might  be  called,  a  display  of  the  arU  of 
able  editors — but  there  had  a  fact. lately  come  to 
bic  Itqonjedge  which  he  conceived  to  be  his 
boanden  duly  to  give  to  the  Committee.  It  had 
been  cofnmoaicated  ip  him  in  such  a  coofideniial 
maimer  chat  he  could  not  meotion  names;  but 
love  of  country  was  with  him  paramount  lo  every 
otbec  coDside ration,  and  he  would  state  the  fact 
for  the  Infurmaiion  of  the  Committee.  A  gen- 
tleiiiao,saidMr.M. — an  Italian  hvbirtb,ofaDobI( 
fBmily,  and  who  wv  recommenaed  in  our  Revo- 
Iniioiiarj  war  lo  Qeneral  Wasbingloo,  a  man  of 
genius — after  having  resided  some  time  in  the 
United  Stales,  returned  lo  £urope,Bndwas  taken 
into  favor  by  Bonaparte:  At  wliat  time  it  ia  not 
kiK>iBii,but  sucha  periou  was  landed  in  aopie  port 
of  the  Atlantic  shores,  and  travelled  from  thence 
through  your  Western  country.  .Some  time  in 
[be  month  of  June,  informaiion  reached  Louiai- 
aoa  that  a  French  officer  of  distinction  bad  a  con- 
ference with  GovernorGrandPiSa^BalOD  Rouge, 
which  occasioned  serious  conJectilreB.  Na  more 
was  heard  of  him  till  the iilst  July,  when  he  passed 
a*er  to  the  Spanish  lines,  wide  off  from  the  Amer- 
ican pott  of  Naiiitaitaches.  He  fbere  ogeaeil  a 
trnak,  aod  put  on  bis  regimentals,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Spanish  portof  Naeogdoobes,  wbere  lie  was 
arrested  by  orders  from  tbe  Spanial)  officers.  Il 
-was  presumed  that  the  inforraalion  of  the  Revo- 
lution of  Spain  bad  not  reached  bim  when  trav- 
elling to  (be  Westward.  Tbus,  sir,  while  we  bate 
be«n  threatened  on  the  Norlh,we  have  been  tread- 
iag  on  a  precipice  in  ihe  South weG(. 

1  will  DOW  proceed,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  give  some 
deiaibin  respect  to  those  coud  trios  which  niy  tpo- 
lion  contemplales.  la  the  dffieial  report  of  ibe 
Secretary  of  (be  Treasury^  we  find  the  following 


Siattment  of  Oemalie  and  Foreign  E^orlt.- 


Wither  exported. 

Domestic 

Foreign. 

Totd. 

BwedsnandberWeat 

India  colonj- 

J*76.e66 

*W9,61i 

«1,1S2,388 

Spminand  eolonies    - 

3,99e,&76 

14,336,146 

18,224,780 

Portagal  and  colonies 

L,3a9,ei6 

297,961 

1,687,618 

Africa  and  Morocco  - 

377,281 

2,439,898 

:3hin.       - 

B4,02: 

113,25; 

197,280 

jDUthMasandN.W. 

raaat  of  America   - 

U,16S 

98,199 

183,361 

The  trade  to  Hajti  may  be  conudered,  by  eiamining 
tbe  annual  report  froia  1801  to  1802,  to  be  about  half 
movut  of  the  exports  to  the  French  islanils,  stated 
$6,710,889— half  ef  whitdi  is  $3,255,444.  '  The 
greatest  propoilion  of  which  consists  in  the  proiluctions 
of  our  own  industry,  as  the  Secretary  at  that  time  did 
not  discriminate  between  foreign  and  domestic  produce. 
Wa  may,  troin  the  nalnre  of  the  trails,  pay  about  10  per 
cent,  on  foreign  productioRa.— Domestic,  $3,000,000'; 
foreign,  $331,544  i  lotai,  $3,315,444. 

This,  said  Mr.  M.,  wilt  ojien  a  market  for  the 
produce  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  New 
Otleana-^the  SDUihern,  Middle,  and  Eastern 
Slates— and  give  life  and  activity  to  commerce, 
*o  much  desired  by  all  classes  of  our  citizensL 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  saying,  that  'this  was  hia 
view  of  tlie  snbject  for  the  present.  He  said  we 
were  a  young  nation  ;  and  alihough  he  should  not 
shrink  from  tbe  contest,  ifnecessary,  yel  it  brcame 
us  10  act  with  precautionary  Meps.  If  he  differed 
with  gentlemen  on  this  subject,  it  was  an  honest 
difierence  of  opinion,  and  be  had  no  other  motive 
than  a  love  of  country!    . 

'  Mr.  Q,i:ii«cv.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  nol,  in 
general,  a  friend  td  abstract  lej;islalion.  Osten- 
tatious declaraiioo  of  general  principles  is  so 
often  tbe  resort  of  weakness  and  of  ignorance,  it 
is  so  frequently  the  subterfuge  of  ipen  who  are 
willing, to  amuse,  or  who  mean  lo  delude  the 
people,  that  it  is  with  great  reluctance  I  yield  to 

If,  however,  a  formal  annunciation  of  a-deter- 

und  undeniable  of  natiousi  duties,  bedeemed  by 
a  majority  of  this  House  essential  lo  their  cbar- 
acter,  or  tg  the  attainment  of  public  confidence,  I 
am  willing  to  admit  thai  tbe  one  now  offered  is 
as  unexceptio;]able  as  any  it  would  be  likely  Id 
propose. 

In  ihis  view,  however,  I  lay  wholly  out  of 
sight  itae  repurt  of  the  cotnmittee  by  which  it  is 
a'Ccbrapanied  dnd  iDiroduceci.  The  course  advo- 
cated in  that  report  is,  in  my  opinion, loathsome  ; 
tbe, spirit  it  breathes  disgraceful;  iKe  leniper  it 
is  likely  to  inspire  neither  calculated  to  regain 
the  rights  we  have  lost,  nor  lo  preserve  those 
which  remain  to  us,  it'isait  established  maxim, 
ibat  in  adoptiog  a  resolution  offered  bv  a  com- 
millee  in  lhi!> 'House,  no  iDeraber  is  pledsed  to 
support  ihe  reasoning,  or  .made  sponsor  for  the 
facts,  which  they  have  seen  fit  lo  insert  in  il.  I 
exercise,'  therefore,  a  common  tigbl,  when  I  sub' 
scribe  to  the  resolution,  not  on  tbe  principles  of 
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the  coramiliee,  but  on  those  which  obviously 
Bult  froia  its  terms,  ^qJ  aie  ibe  plain  meaaing  of 
its  ex  press  ion  a.  , 

I  agree   to   this  resolHlion,  because,  in  my  ap- 
preheosioo,  it  offers  s  solemn  pledge  to  thi^t  db- 
lion — a  pledge  not  to  be  mistaken,  and  not  to  be 
evaded — that  the  present  system  of  public  mi 
ures  shall  be   toiallv  abandoned.     Adopt  it, 
there   is  an   eotl  of  the   policy  of  deserting- 
rights,  underpreienceofmainiatiiiagtijeiB.  Adopt 
it,  and  we   can  do  longer   yield,  at  ilie   beck  of 
hatiglity  belligerents,  the  right  of  navigating  the 
ocean,  that  choice  inheritance  bequeathed  to    " 
by  our  fathers.     Adopt  it,  and  there  is  a  termi 
tion  of  thai  base  and  abject  snbmission,  by  which 
this  country  has  for  these  eleven  months  been 
disgraced,  and  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin- 
That  the  natural  import  and  necessary  impti 
cation  of  the  terms  of  this  resolution  are  such  a 
I   have  suggested,  will  be  apporeal  from  a  very 
tracaient  consideration.     Wh&t  do  ite  terms 
cessarily  include?    They  contain   an  assert 
and  a  pledj^e.     The  axserlioo  is,  that  the  edicts 
of^Ofeat  BrIlaiD  and  France  are  conlrarv  to 
righta,  honor,  and  independeace.     The  pledge  is, 
(hat  we  will  not  sobmit  to  them. 

Concerning  the  assertion  contaiited  in  this  res- 
olutioD  I  would  say  nothing,  were  It  not  that  I 
fear  those  who  have  so  long  been  in  the  habit  of 
looking  at  the  orders  and  decrees  of  foreign  Pow- 
ers as  the  measure  of  the  rights  of  our  ow:d  citi- 
zens, and  been  accustomed,  in  direct  subservien- 
cy Id  th«m,  of  prohibitiag  commerce  altogether, 
might  apprehend  th^t  there  was  some  lurking 
danger  in  such  an  assertion.  They  may  be  as- 
sured there  can  be  nothinc  more  harmless.  Nei- 
ther Great  Britain  nor  France  ever  pretended 
that  those  edicts  were  cousisient  with  American 
righis ;  on  the  contrary,  both  these  nations  ground 
those  edicts  on  the  principle  of  imperious  neces- 
sity, which  admits  the  injustice  done  at  [he  very 
instant  of  executing  the  act  of  oppression.  No 
xeotleman  need  have  any  difficulty  in  screwing 
his  courage  up  to  this  assertion.  Neither  af  the 
bellrgereats  will  cootradictil.  Mr.  Turreau  and 
Mr.  Erskine  will  both  of  them  countersign  the 
declaration  to-morrow. 

With  respect  to  the  pledge  conlairled  in  this 
lesuluuoa,  understood  according  to  its  true  im- 

fort,  it  isa  glorious  one.  Itopens  new  prospects. 
1  promises  a  change  in  the  disposition  of  this. 
House.  It  is  a  solemn  assurance  to  the  nation 
that  it  will  no  longer  submit  to  these  edicts.  It  re- 
mains for  us.  therefore,  to  consider  what  submis- 
sion is,  and  what  the  pledge  not  to  submit  implies. 
One  man  submits  to  the  order,  decree,  or  edict 
of  another,  when  he  does  that  thing  which  such 
order,  decree,  or  edict  coramandBj  or  wiien  he 
omits  to  do  that  thing  which  such  order,  decree, 
or  edict  prohibits.  This,  then,  is  submission.  Ii 
is  To  lake  the  will  of  another  as  the  measure  of 
our  rights.  It  is  to  yield  to  his  power — to  go 
where  he  directs,'  oi'to  refrain  from  going  where 
heforbidsns. 

If  this  be  submission,  then  the  pledge  not  to 
tubmit  ibiplies  the  leverae  of  all  ibis.    It  is  a 


solemn  declaraliou  thai  we  will  not  do  that  thing, 
which  such  order,  decree,  or  edict  commands,  or 
that  we  will  do  wiiat  ii  prohiblis.  This,  then,  is 
freedom.  This'is  honor.  This  is  independence. 
It  consists  in  tatting  the  nature  of  things,  and  not 
the  will  of  another,  as  the  measure  of  our  rights. 
What  Ood  and  Nature  has  offered  us  we  will  en- 
joy, in  despite  of  the  commands,  regardless  of 
the  menaces  of  iniquitous  power. 

Let  us  apply  these  correct  and  undeniable 
principles  to  the  edicisofOreat  Britain  and  France, 
and  the  consequent  abandonment  of  ttir  ocean 
by  the  American  Government.  The  decrees  of 
France  prohibit  us  from  trading  with  Great 
Buiain.  The  orders  of  Great  Britain  prohibit  ua 
from  trading  with  France.  Aod  what  dowel 
IVhy,  in  direct  subserviency  to  the  edicts  of  each, 
we  prohibit  our  citizens  from  trading  with  either. 
We  do  more  ;  as  if  unqualified  submission  was 
not  humiliating  enough,  we  descend  to  an  act  of 
supererogation  in  serrtllty ;  we  abandon  trade  al> 
together ;  we  nvt  only  refrain  fjfom'  that  particu- 
lar trade  which  their  respective  edicts  prescribe, 
hut,  lest  the  infenuily  of  our  merchants  shouH 
enable  them  to  evade  their  operations,  to  make 
submission  doubly  sure,  the  American  Govern- 
ment virtually  re-enact  the  edicts  of  the  bellifre- 
rents  and  abandon  all  the  trade  which,  notwith- 


we  consider  our  embargo  in  relation  to  the  ob- 
jects of  this  bdligerent  pbllcy.  France,  by  ber 
edicts,  wocrld  compress  Great  Britain  by  de- 
stroying her  eomrnerce  aod  cutting  off  her  sup- 
plies. All  the  Coiitlnenl  of  Korope,  in  the  band 
of  Bonaparte,  is  made  lubseevient  to  this  poli- 
cy. The  embargo  law  of  the  United  States, 
in  its  operation,  is  an  iinron  'with  this  Conti- 
nental coalition  against  British  commerce,  at 
the  very  moment  most  auspicious  to  its  suc- 
cess, Can  anything  be  more  in  direct  subservieir- 
cy  to  the  views  of  the  French  Emperor?  If  we 
consider  the  orders  of  Great  Britain,  the  result 
will  be  the  same.  I  proceed  at  present  on  th« 
supposition  of  a  perfect  impartiality  in  our  Ad- 
ministration towards  both  beMi^renti,  so  far  as 
relates  to  (he  embargo  law.  Great  Britain  had 
(wo  objects  in  issuing  her  orders.  First,  to  ex- 
cite discontent  in  the  people  of  the  Continent, 
by  depriving  them  of  their  accnstomed  coloDinl 
supplies.  Second,  to  secure  to  herself  that  com- 
merce of  which  she  deprived  neutrals.  Our  em- 
bargo co-operates  with  the  British  views  in  both. 
respects.  By  our  dereliction  of  the  ocean,  the 
Continent  is  much  more  deprived  of  the  advan- 
tages of  commerce  than  Vt  would  b«  possible  for 
the  British  navy  to  efftct,  and  by  removing  onr 
competition,  all  the  commerce  of  the  Continent 
which  can  be  forced  is  wholly  left  to  be  reaped 
by  Great  Britain,  The  language  of  each  aor- 
ereign  is  in  directconformily  to  these  ideas.  Na- 
poleon tells  the  American  Minister,  virtually, 
that  we  are  very  good  Americans ;  ibal.  althougb 
he  will  tioi  allow  ilje  property  he  has  in  his  hands 
to  escape  him,  nor  desist  frbra  burning  and  cap- 
turm;;  onr  vessels  on  etery  occasion,  yet  that  he 
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M,  thai  far,  Mlisfied  yrilh  oar  co  operHttoii.  Aod 
whal  is  Ihe  Ikngukgt:  a{  Q«arge  tke  Tlurd,  when 
ODr  MiDJstrr.  pre^Qts  to  hiit  coaaideraiioD  the 
rmbareo  Irnws?  Is  it  Le  Boi  ^dvuera?  Tbe 
Kids  I'i"  Teflect  upon  ifaera.  No;  it  is  ti\e  pare 
laagncge  ol  royal  an|irabaiian,  Le  Aoi  le  veut. 
The  King  wills  ii.  Were  you  colonies  he  eoDid 
expect  DO  more.  His  subjecla  as  ioeritably  get 
that  commerce  which  you  absodoii  a«  the  water 
ivi]!  eeriaioly  mo  in|D  ihe  only  cfaDonel  which 
mnaioa  >rter  all  llie  other*  lare  ttfastrocted.  Id 
whatrrer  poiol  of  Tiew  we  eoniiider  ihesa  em- 
\mrga  laws  in  relation  lo  those  ediet/and  decrees, 
We  shall  find  theni  co-operaiing  wiib  each  bel- 
ligereiit  in  itk  policy..  Id  this  way,  I. gram,  our 
eoodaci  ta»j  be  imfnTtial ;  but  what  has  IwooaM 
of  oar  Aroericaa, rights  to  narigaie  the  ocean? 
They  arc  abandoned,  in  slrict  conformity  to  Ibe 
decrees  of  both  belligerents.  This  resolution 
declares  that  we  rbaU  no  longer  snbinit  to  such 
degTKding  hnmilratiods.  Little  as  I  relish,!  will 
tate  it.  ai  the  harbinger  of  anew  day — the  pledge 
of  a  Dew  sy^lem  of  measDres. 

Perhaps  bere,  in  striclaesa,  I  ought  to  elo*e  my 
obaerTitions.  But  the  jeport  of  the  committee, 
eooirsry  to  what  I  deem  the  principle  of  the  res- 
olutioD,  ttDqaeiilottably  r(^comnu□ded  the  con- 
liBoaDce  of  the  embargo  laws.  And  such  is  the 
■late  ef  the  aalion,  and  particularly  that  portion 
of  it  which,  ia  pari  I  represent,  under  their  op- 
prevsign,  that  I  cannot  refrain  frmni  submittiug 
■ona«  eooiiderations  on  that  lubjecl.- 

When  I  enter  on  (ha  subject  of  the  embargo,  I 
shriok  with  wondsr  at  iha  rery  threshold.  I 
knoiv  not  with  what  words  to  express  my  asion- 
iament.  At  the  lime  I  departed  from  Massachn- 
■etts,  if  there  was  an  impressiba  wbkh  1  thought 
uniTenai,  it  wa«,  that  st  tbe  cooUnenoenieni  of 
thja  •ctsioo  BO  end  would  be  put  to  this  measure. 
The  opinion  was  not  so  mnch  that  it  wonld  be 
lermioated  at  that  it  was  then  at  an  en>d.  Sir. 
the  prerailing  aenlimeat,  according  to  my  appre- 
beB«eR,-WBs  stronger^tbap  this — eren  that  the 
premire  was  so  great  thai  it-coaM  not  poaaibly 
be  endiued;  that  it  would,  soen  be  absolutely  in> 
■spporiable.  And  Ibis  opinion,  as  I  then  had 
rcawoo  to  believe,  wa*  not'  confined  lo  any  one 
cl*s^  or  descripiioa.  or  party)  that  erca  those 
nrho  were  friends  of  the  esisimg  Admiofstration, 
sod  nawilliag  lo  abandoa  it,  were  yet  satisfied 
thai  ■  safficieni trial  bad  been  given  to  this  lofim-' 
arc  With  these  impmsioDs  1  arrive  in  this  city. 
I  be«r  lfaeincintBiioBs«rit]<  jrcnt  enahauter.  I 
fieel  his  spell.  ]  see  the  Legtalative  roacfainery 
begia  to  more.  Tbe  scene  opeas;  and  1  am  ctnn- 
manded  lo  forget  all  my  recolleotionr,  lo  disbe- 
liere  tbe  evidenee  of  ray  senses,  to  conlradioi 
-vrbat  I  bare  seen  and  heard  and  fell.  I  hear 
that  all  ibii  discoQieitt  wa*  mere  party  clamor — 
electioneering  artifice;  (hat  the  people  of  New 
Bngland  are  able  and  willing  to  endure  ibis  em- 
bareo  for  an  inileSniie,  uolimiied  period:  some 
ssjr  for  SIX  moDihs,40me'a  year,  some  two.  years. 
Tbe  genlleman  from  Nerth  Carolina  (Mr.  MV 
aoN)  told  na  that  he  preferred  three  years  of 
)  to  •  war.     And  th*  geqtlemaa  from 


Virginia  (Mr..GLOPT0H).«aid,  expressly,  that  he 
hoped  we  should  never  allow  our  vessels  to  go 
upon  the  ocean  agaio  amil  tbe  orders  and  decrees 
of  the  belligereuls  were  resciniied.  Id  plain  Eng- 
lish, until  France  and  Great  Britain  should,  in 
their  great  cendesceosron,  permit.  Good  Heavens! 
Mr.  Chairman,  are  men  mad  7  Is  this  House 
touched  with  ihat  insanity  which  is  the  never-fail- 
ing ptecurstn'or  the  iDlentton  of  Heart-n  todesiroy? 
Tbe  people  of  New  Eagltnd,  after  elevea  months 
deprivation  of  ihe  ocean,  lo  be  commanded  still 
longer  to  abandon  it,  for  An  undefined  period  to 
hold  their  unatienabte  rights,  at  the  tenure  of  tbe 
will  of  Britain  or  .of  Bonaparte?  A  people,  com- 
mercial in  allasfiects,  in  all  tbeir  relations,  in  all 
their  recolleclioos  of  the  past,  in  all  iheir  pros- 
pects of  the  fuinre-^a  people,  whose  first  love 
was  the  ocean,  the  choice  of  tbeir  childhood,  the 
»pprobalion  of  their  matily  veari^  the  moit  pre- 
cious inberiiance  of  I  heir,  fat  hers,  in  the  midst  of 
their  success,  in  tbe  moment  of  (he  most  exquisite 
perception  of  commercial  prosperity,  to  be  com- 
maifded  to  abandon  it,  not  for  a  limited  lime,  but 
for  Bliiqeunlinxiled — not  until  Ibey  cad  be  prepar- 
ed to  defend  themselves  there,  (for  that  is  not  pre- 
tended,} bat  uDtil'their  rivals  recede  from  it — Vol 
until  ihBirneeenilies  require,biil  until  foreign  na- 
tions ^rmit  I  I  am  lost  in  astonishment,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  have  not  words  to  express  tbe 
nlateiiless  absnrditv  of  this  attempt.  J  have  no 
tongue  to  express  tne  swift  and  headlong  destrae- 
tioD  which  a  blind  perseverance  in  such  a  system 
must  bring  upon-lbia  natioir^ 

But  men  from  New  Bagland.  represeniaiivea 
on  this  floor,  equally  with  myself  Ihe  Constitn- 
lltinal  guardians  of  her  interests,  differ  from  me 
in  these  opinions.  My  honorable  colleague  fMr. 
B*C0K)  took  occasion,  in  secret  session,  to  deny 
that  there. did  eiisl  all  that  discontent  and  di«- 
itefs  which  1  had  attempted,  in  an  humble  way, 
to  describe.  Ha  told  ns  be  had  travelled  in  Mas- 
sacbtiselts;  that  the  people  were  aol  ibna  dit- 
latisied ;  that  theembargo  had  not  prodoeedany 
such  tragical  effects.  Really,  sir,  my  honorable 
colleague  has  travelled — all  the  way  from  Stock- 
bridgv  to  Hudson ;  from  Berkshire  to  Boston ;  from 
inn  to  inn-;  from  county  c«orl  lb  county  court; 
and  donbtlaie  he  collected  ail  that  important  in-' 
formation,  which  an  acute  intelligence  never 
fails  to  retain  on  snch  occasions.  He  found  tea, 
•ugnr,  salt.  West  India  rum  and  molassCK  dearer,0 
beef,  pork,  butler,  and  cheese  cheai^r.  Refiee- 
tioB  enablsd  him  to  arriveBl  this  difficult  resvli: 
that  in  this  way  the  evil  and  the  good  of  the  en- 
bargo  equalize  one  another.  But  has  my  honor- 
able eolleague  travelled  on  the  seaboard  ?  Ha* 
be  witnessed  the  stale  of  our  cities?  Has  he 
aeea  our  shiparotlingatooT wharves;  our  wharves 
deserted,  our  stores  leaaulless,  our  streets  bereft 
of  active  business;  industry  forsakinc  her  belov- 
ed haunts,  and  hope  fled  away  from  places  where 
she  had  from  enrliest  time  been  accustomed  to 
make  and  to' fulfil  her  most  precious  promises? 
Has  he  conversed  u|iib  iha  roerehant,  and  heard 
itletale  of  bis  embsrrassmentt— his  capital  srreat- 
«d  in  hi*  bands,  forbidden  by  yoar  laws  to  resort 
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10  a  market,  witb  property  four  limes  sufficient 
lo  discbirge  all  his  eogagemenis,  occessitated  lo 
hang  OD  ibe  precarioas  mere]' of  TDODcyed  instilu- 
lioDs  for  that  indulgence  wliicii  preserves  him 
from  slopping  payment— Ihe  first  step  towards 
bankrLi;itcy  1  Has  he  coaversed  nilh  the  me- 
chaniei   Has  he  seen  him  either  desiiiute  of  eiU- 

Eloyment  or  obliged  lo  seek  it  iniabon  odious  to 
im,  because  he  was  not  educated  to  them  ? — 
that  mechanic  who,  (he  day  before  this  embargo 
passed,  the  very  day  that  you  took  this  bit,  and 
tolled  it  like  a  sweet  morsel  under  your  (qnguP, 
had  more  business  than  lie  had  haadsj  or  time,  or 
thought  to  employ  on  it,  now  soiicitioz,  ai  re- 
duced prices,  thai  emf>Ioymeiii  which  the  rich, 
owing  to  the  uncertaiaiy  in  which  your  laws 
hare  iaTolved  their  capital,  caonot  aSbrd.  I 
could  heighten  this 'picture — I  could  show  you 
laboriag  pour  in  the  almx-house,  and  willing  in- 
dusiTv  depeudeot  iipon  charily.'  Bui  I  coufiae 
myself  to.  particulars  whioh  hare  fallen  under 
Hiy  own  observation,  and  of  which  ten  thousand 
luffering  individuals  on  the  seaboard  of  New 
England  are  liring  witnesses  that  there  is  noth- 
ing fictitious. 

Mr.  Chairman,  other  gentlemen  must  take  iheir 
responsibilities— I  sball  take  min<e.  This  em- 
bargo musE  be  repealed.  You  caanol  enforce  it 
for  anv  imporiaot  period  of  time  longer.  When 
I  speak  of  your  inabiliiy  to  enforce  this  lav,  let 
not  genilemen  misunderstand  me..  I  mean  not 
to  iniimaCe  iosurreclion  or  open  defiance  of  them. 
Although  ii  i^  impo.tsible  lo  foresee  in  what  acts 
that  '-oppression"  will  finally  terminate,  which, 
we  are  lold,  ''  make*  wise  men  mad."  i  speak  of 
an  inability  resuliing  from  very  different  causes. 

Thegealleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.Mx- 
cdn)  exclaimed  the  other  day,  in  a  strain  o(  psl- 
rioiio  ardor,  "What!  shall  not  our  laws  be  exe- 
'  cuied  1  Sball  Iheti  auihotjty  be  defied  ?  1  am 
'  for  enforciag  them  at  every  hazard."  1  honor 
(hat  gentleman's  zeal }  and  1  mean  no  deviation 
from  that  true  respect  I  entertain  for  him,  « 
1  tell  him  that,  in  this  instance,  "bia  zeai  is  not 
■ceordiDg  lo  knowledge." 

I  ask  this  House,  b  there  no  control  to  iia 
thority  ;  is  there  no  Hail   lo   the  power  of  this 
National  Legislature  ?    I  hope  1  shall  offend  nc 
manwhenliniimatethaUwoJimiis exist:  Nature 
and  the  Constitution.    Should  this  House  under- 
^take  to  declare  that  this  atmosphere  should  nu 
longer  surround  us;  that  water  should  cease  tc 
flow;  that  gravity  should  not  hereafter  operate; 
that  the  needle  should- not  vibrate  to  the  pole:  I 
do  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman — sir,  I  mean  no  di: 
B^t  to  Ihe  auihority  of  this  Honse,  1  know 
high  notions  some  genilemen  eutertftia  on   i 
auSijeei — I  do  suppose — sir,  I  hope  I  shall  not 
fend — I  think  1  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  ai 
«  law  to  the  contrary  notwilhslanding,  the 
would  continue  lo  circulate,  the  Mississippi,  tbe 
Hudson,  and  (he  Poiomac,  would  hurl  then  floods 
to  the  ocean,  heavy  bodies  continue  to  descend, 
and  ihe  mvjilerious  magnet  hold  on  its  course  to 
its  celestial  cynosure. 

Just  as  utterly  absurd  and  cootraty  to  oaiure 


is  it,  to  attempt  to  probiblt  the  people  of  New 
England,  for  any  coosiderable  lepglh  of  time, 
from  the  ocean.  Commerce  is  not  only  associat- 
ed wiih  all  the  feelings,  ihe  habits,  the  iutereats, 
and  relatinns  of  ihal  peopl6,bat  ihe  nature  of  our 
soil  and  of  our  coasts,  the  state  of  our  popnUliaii 
and  its  mode  »f  distribution  over  our  territory, 
renders  ii  indispeoBable.  We  have  five  hundreil 
miles  of  seaeoasl,  all  furnished  with  harbor*, 
bays,  creeks,  rivers,  inlets,  basins,  wilh  every  va- 
riety of  ioviiBiion  to  the  sea,  wilh  t^very  specie* 
of  facility  tavialaie  such  lawn  as  these;  our  peo- 
ple are  not  scattO'ed  over  an  imtiiepse  surface,  at 
a  solemn  distance  from,  each  other,  in 'lordly  re- 
tiremenl,  in  the  .midst  of  extended  plantalioiu 
■nd  intervening  wastas.  They  are  collected  od 
the  margin  of  the  ocean,  by  the  sides  of  riven, 
at  the  heads  of  bays,  looking  ioltrihe  water  or 
on  the  surface  of  it  for  U'e  incitement  and  tiie 
reward  of  iheir  industry.  Among  a  people  ihu* 
situated,  thus  educated,  tbos  numerous,  laws  pro- 
hibiting them  from  the  exercise  of  their  natural 
rights  will  have  a  binding  ejkel  ool  pne  moment 
longer  than  Ihe  public  sentiment  supports  ihem. 

QeDllemen  talk  of  twelye  revenue  cutlers  ad- 
ditiooal  to  enforce  the  embargo  laws.  Muiliplr 
the  number  by  twelve,  multiply  it  by  an  hundred, 
join  ail  your  ships  of  war,  all  your  gunboats,  ai)d 
all  your  militia,  in  desnile  of  them  all,  such  laws 
as  these  are  of  no  avail  when  they  become  odious 
lo  public  nentiinent.  Continue  these  laws  any 
considerable  time  longer,  andit  is  very  doubtful 
if  you  will  havQ  officers  to  eiecuie,  juries  lo  eon- 
vici,  or  purchasers  to  bid  for  your ceafiscaiions. 
Cases  have  begun  to  occur.  Ask  your  revenoe 
officers,  and  they  will  tell  -you  that  already,  at 
public  sales  in  your  cities,  under  ihece  laws,  ibe 
owner  has  bought  his  property  at  less  than  four 
per  cenii  upon  its  real  value.  Public  opinion  be- 
gJDs  to  loot  with  such  a  jealous  and  baleful  eye 
upon  these  taWa,  that  even  self-iuierest  will  not 
co-operate  to  Enforce  their  penalties. 

But  where  is  our  Igve  of  order?  Where  oar 
respect  for  the  laws?  Let  legislators  beware  lest, 
by  the  very  nature  of  tfaair  laws,  they  weaken 
that  sentiment  of  respect  for  them,  so  important 
to  be  in  spired,  and  so  difficult  lobe  reinataied  wben 
it  has  once  been  drljen  frotn  themind.  Bega- 
late  not  the  moltitude  to  their  ruin.  Disgost  doi 
men  of  virtue  by  the  tendency  of  your  laws,  lest, 
when  they  cannot  yield  them  ihe  sanction  of 
their  anprobaiiou,  (he  enterprising  and  the  neces- 
sitous find  a  principal  cheek  upon  :theJr  fear,  of 
violating  them  removed.  It  is  not  eaough  for 
men  io  place  to  exdaim,  "the  worthless  part  of 
society  I"  Wortfs  cannot  alier'  (he  nature  of 
things.  You  ennnot  identify  the  violator  of  aacli 
laws  as  these,  in  our  part  of  the  country,  for  any 
great  length  of  time,  wilh  the  common  Houggler, 
nor  bring  the  former  down  to  the  level  of -the  lat- 
ter. The  reason  is  obvious.  You  bring  the  du- 
ties the  citizen  owes  to  society  into  competition 
not  only  with  the  strongest  ioieresli,  but,  wbieh 
is  more,  with  the  most  sacred  private  oUigxtions. 
When  yott  present  to  the  Choice  of  a  citizen  bank-  ' 
raptcy,  a  total  loss  of  the  aoeumulated  wealth  of 
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his  whole  liTe.  or  a  violalion  of  a  poBitive  law, 
restrictJTe  of  the  piercjse  of  the  mosr  >;oniuiDQ 
right*,  it  presrols  to  him  a  most  critical  alierna- 
lire.  I  v*ill  Dot  say  how  sublime  casuists  niDy 
d«cid«,  but  it  is  easy  to  foretell  that  oaturp  -will 

Claad  too  strong  in  the  bosom  to  make  obedieoee 
ing  possible.  I  stale  do  imaginary  case.  Thou- 
aaads  in  New  Eogland  see  id  the  contfnnaoce  of 
this  embaigo, 'and  Iq  obedience  to  it,  irremedia- 
ble ruin  to.iheais«lres  and  families.  But  where 
is  our  pairioiisml  Sir,  you  call  upon  patri- 
otism for  sacrifices  to  which  il  is  unequal ;  and 
it  requires  its  operation  ia  m  way  in  which  that 
passion  esnnot  long  subsist.  Patriotism  isagreat 
comfort  to  men  in  the  interior,  to  the  farmer  and 
the  planter,  who  are  denied  a  market  hy  your 
laws,  whose  local  situation  is  such  that  they  can 
Dciihcr  sell  their  produce,  bor  scarcely  gire  it 
away,  and  who  are  made  to  believe  that  these 
privatioiM  will  ultimately  redouod  to  the  benefit 
of  ibc  country.  But  on  ihe  seaboard,  where  ni'en 
feel  aot  only  their  annual  profit,  but  their  whole 
capital  perishidg,  where  they  kbow  the  utter  in- 
emeacy  pf  your  laws  ;o  coerce  foreign  naliooa, 
and  their  utier  fntilily  as  a  means  of  saving  our 
owB  property — to  Kuch  laws,  io  such  a  situation, 
patriotism  is,  lo  say  the'  least,  a  verylxiaciiTe  as- 
sistant. You  cannot  lay  a  man  upon  the  rack 
and  crack  hismnsclss  by  a  sloty  iormeot,and  call 
patriotism  to  soothe  the  sufferer. 

But.  there  »  another  obstacle  te  a  lop?  and  ef- 
feciuat  eontinoanceof  ihislaw — the  doubt  which 
haogs  over  iia  iCOnsiituiionality.  I  know  I  ^hall 
be  told  that  the  sanction  ofiheJudiciaty  has  been 
added. to  this  apt  of  the  Legislature.  Sir.  I  honor 
ibat  triburral.  I  revere  the  individual  whose- 
opinioD  declared  in  this  instance  the  coaslitu- 
lionaliiy  of  the  lav.  But  it  is  otie  thing  to  vene' 
raw  our  courts  of  justice;  it  is' one  thing  to  deem 
this  law  obligatory  opoB  the  ciiken,  while  ic  has 
all  these  sanctions;  it  is  another,  on  this'floor,  in 
the  high  court  of  the  people's  privileges,  to  advo- 
cate its  repcalon  tbeground  t^atit  isan  iavasion 
of  their  rights.  The  embargo  laws  have  unques- 
lioaaUe  sane  I  ion— they  are  laws  of  this  land. 
Vet,  who  shall  deny  lo  a  representative  of  the 
people  ih'e  right,  in  tbrir  own  favorite  tribunal, 
of  bringing  yosr  laws  to  the  test  of  Ihe  principles 
of  IheCoDsiitutioal 

la  there  any  principle  more  wise,  or  mote-gen- 
erallj  received  among  statesmen,  than  tliat  alaw. 
in  proportion  to  it?  pressure  upon  Ihe  people, 
ahoald  bate  its  basis  in  auquestionableauihoritv 
aawvllas  necessity?  A  Legislature  may  sport 
with  the  rights  of  an  individual,  it  may  violate 
the  Constituiion,  lO'ihe  ruin  of  whole  cUssea  of 
men.  But  once  let  it  begin,  by  its  laws,  to  crush 
lb«  hopes  of  (be  great  mass  of  the  citizens;  let 
it  bring  every  eye  in  the  land  to  (he  scrutiny  of 
■  IS  laws  and  its  antbofiiy,  tobe  perm&neot  ihoie 
lawa  DiiHt  possess  no  flaw  in  their  foundatioi 

I  ask.  in  what  page  of  the  Constitutiou  you 
Bod  the  power  of  layinar  an  emtai^o?  Directly 
girea,  it  is  nowhere.  Yoa  have  ii,  then,  by  con- 
strnclion  or  precedent.  By  codstruction,  of  Ihe 
power  to  regolate.    I  lay  ont  of  the  quesiioa  the 


cominon  place  argument,  that  regulation  canitet 
mean  aonittilaiion,  and  that  what  Is  annihilated 
cannot  be  regulated.  1  ask  this  question,  Can  a 
er  be  .ever  obtained  by  consiruciion.  which 
never  been  exercised  at  the  lime,  of  the  au- 
thority given,  the  -like  of  which  had  not  only 
never  been  seen,  but  the  idea  of  which  had  never 
entered  into  human  imagination,  I  will  not  sa^ 
lathis  eouDliy  bot  in  the  world  7  Yel  such  if 
ihe  power  which,  by  construction,  you  assume  to 
exercise.  Never  bafors  did  society  witness  a  tor 
lal  prohibilioD.  like  this,  in  a  commercial  nation. 
Did  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  invest  this 
House  with  a  power  of  which,  at  the  time  of  in- 
vestment, that  people  had  not  and  could  not  have  ' 
had  any  idea?  for,  even  in  limes  of  faction,  it 
had  never  eiisied.  But  we  have  precedent.  Pre- 
cedent is  directly  against  yotl.  For  iheonly  pre- 
cedent, ihat  I'n  1794,  was  in  conformity  to  theem- 
bargo  power,  as  it  has  been  exercised  in  other 
countries,  li  was  '  limited.  Its  duration  was 
knowD.  The  power  passed  from  the  Represeiita- 
lives  of  this  House  only  for  sixty  days.  In  ihat 
day,  the  Legislature  would  not  trust  even  Waiib- 
inoTOii,amid  all  his  well-earned  influence,  with 
any  other  than  a  .limited  power.  Bttt,  away,  sir, 
with  such  deductions  as  these;  1  appeal  to  the 
history  of  the  limes  when  (his  national  compact 
was  formed.  This  Consiitution  gret^oul  of  our 
necessities,  and  it  v^as,  in  every  slage  of  its  form- 
alion,  obstrucled  by  the  jealousies  and  diverse  in- 
terests of  the  -diSerenr  Slates.  The  gentlemen 
of  the.Souih  had  a  certain  species  of  property, 
with  the  control  of  which  ihey  would  not  trust 
Ds  in  the  North  ;  and  wisely,  for  we  neither  ap- 

Ereciaie  it  as  they  do,  .nor  could  regulate  it  safely 
ir  them.  In  the  East  our  sentiment  concerning 
ibeJT  interest  ia  commerce,  and  (heir  power  to 
understand  its  (rue  io(eres(s,  was,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, similar.  The  wriliogd  of  that  perivd  exhibit 
this  jealous^',  and  the  fears  excited  by  it,  formed 
in  that  portion  of  the  Uliiild  States  a  formidable 
objection  to  ita  adoption.  In  ibis  state  of  things, 
would  the  people  of  New  England  consent  to 
convey  to  a  Legislature,  constituted  as  thisin  time 
must  oe,  a  power  not  only  to  regulate  commerce, 
bu,t  lo  annihilate  it,  for  a  time  unlimited,  or  alio- 

SBlherT  Suppose,  in  1788,  in  the  convention  of 
lassachusetis,  while  debatitig  upon  the  adoption 
of  this  Const  i  Ml  lion,  sooie  hoary  sa^e  had  arisen, 
and  wi[h  an  eye  looking  deep  into  tutnriiy,  with 
a  prophe('s  ken,  had  thus  aadressed  the  Aasem- 
blv:  "Fellow-citizens  of  Massachusetts:  To 
what  rnio  are  you  hastening?  Twenty  yean 
shall  no[  elapse,  before,  under  a  strict  aud  daoious 
construcljoo  of  the  instrument  now  proposed  for 
yoor  adoption,  your  commerce  shall  be  annihila- 
ted. The  whole  of  your  vast  trade  prohibited. 
Not  a  boat  shall  cross  your  harbors,  not  a  coaster 
shall  be  permitted  lo  go  out  of  your  ports,  unless 
tinder  permission  of  (he'dislani  head  of  ydur  na- 
tion, and  after  a  grievous  visitation  of  a  ouslom- 
honse  officer." 

Sir,  does  any  man  believe-, thai,  with  such  a 
prospect  into  futurity, -the  people  of  that  Siste 
would  have  for  one  moment  listened  to  its  adop- 
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tion  1  Rather,  would  thef  Dot  havS  rejcalad  ii 
with  iadignaiioD  ?  Yet  this  now  \a  not  prupbecy, 
it  ts  bislory.  But  this  law  is  ao(  perpetual,  it  i* 
■aid.  Show  the  lin))4  to  it — show  b^  what  lermB 
it  can  b«  made  more  perpetual. 

The  unirerxal  opiaion  enlerlaitied  in  New  Eng- 
land, among  commereial  rata,  of  the  total  imh«- 
cilitjF  of  this  law,  m  a  measure  af  coercion  of 
either  belligerent,  isaaolher  cause  pre^nanl  with 
discoQieotin  thatcouatrjt.  It  ipaj  do  wellennugh 
to  amuse  ouriieUes  with  calculations  of  this  kind 
00  this  floor,  but  inlelligent  merchants,  mlHters 
of  vesseli*:  aeamen,  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
West  lodiea;  and  with  ihe  European  doiuiokons 
of  both  Powers,  speak  wilb  uverejgn  eontempt 
of  the  idea  of  aiarvin;  ei[ber  ol  these  Powers 
isto  tubiuission  to  our  plans  of  policy.  The  en- 
lire  failure  of  this  acberne,  after  a  trial  of  eleTea 
months,  would,  I  should  suppose,  hare  satisfied 
the  most  obstinate,  of  its  hopeleaaoess  ;  yet  it  i« 
tevired  again  al  this  leaaion.  We  are  told,  from 
high  authority,  of  the  failure  of  the  wheat  har- 
vest Jq  Great  Britain,  and  this  has  been  urged  a* 
a  further  reason  for  a  continuance  of  thismeature. 
Have  gentkmcD,  who  presi  ibi>  arguuient,  iu- 
formedihemsalveshoweiceedingly  small  apropor- 
lioD,  our  export  of  wheal  bears  lo  the  whole  cod' 
aumpiion  of  the  British  dominionsl  Our  whole 
export,  to  all  the  world,  of  wheal  in  its  natural 
and  maoulacinred  ataie,  does  not  amount  loieTeo 
millions  of  bushels.  The  whole  eoniuraptien  of 
the  Briiiah  domioiona  exceeds  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions.  Let  genileinen  consider  what  a 
amall  object  this  aruouot  is,  in  a  national  point 
of  view,  eves  could  ihe  allaionient  of  tlie  whole 
■upply  be  assumed,  as  the  condition  of  her  y.iebl- 
log  to  tbe  terms  we  should  prescribe.  Are  not 
Lbe.bordera  of  the  Black  Sea,,  the  coast  of  Africa, 
aad  South  America,  all  wheal  countries,  open  to 
her  commerce  1 

Bui,  ibe  embargo  faves  our  reKwrces.  It  ma; 
jnstly  be  questioded,.  whether,  in  ibii  point  of 
view,  the  embargo  U  so  effectual  aii,  at  first,  men 
■re  led  to  imoginel  tt  rosy  be  doubled  if  the 
seed-wheat  for  this  harvest  is  not  worih  more 
than  the  whole  crop.  I  say  DOthing  of  tbe  em- 
harraMmpots  of  our  commerce,  of  the  loss  of  our 
aeameo,  of  the  sunken  value  of  real  eslale.  But 
OUT  dead;  irredeiunable  loss  by  the  embargo,  dur-. 
ing  the  present  year,  cannot  be  slated  at  less  than 
ten  per  ceoL,  on  account  of  interest  and  profit  on 
the  whole  eapotl  of  our  country  ;  thai  i*,  on  one 
hundred  and  eight  million},,  len  millioDS  eigbt 
hundred- thousand  dollars. 

Nor  can  our  lost  upoe  a  million  tons  of  uuem- 

eloyed  shippiog  be  stated  at  less  than  twenty  dol- 
ire  the  Ion— twenty  millions  of  dultars.  Thirty 
mitltgns  of  dollars  is  a  xerioua  outfit  for  any  voy- 
age of  salvation,  and  the  profit  ought>[o  be  very 
nnquesi  ion  able  before  a  wise  man  would  be  per- 
suaded 10  renew  or  prolong  it.  Besides,  is  it  true 
that  the  articles  the  embargo  retains,  are,  io  the 
common  acceplation  of  Ibe  term,  resoqrces?  1 
suppose  that,  by  this  word,  so  osleotniiously  used 
on  til  occasions,  it  is  meaat  to  convey  the  idea 
that  the  produce  tbua  retained  ia  the  GttUBtrjr  will 


any  other  misfortune  happening  tc 
truel  Our  expoilsareeurplus  products,  what  we 
raise  beyond  whnt  we  consume-  Because  we 
cannot  use  ihem,  they  are  surplus.  Of  course,  in 
Ibis  country,  ibey  have  lillle  or  no  value  in  vae, 
bul  only  ia  exchange.  Take  awav  the  power  ot 
exchange,  and  how  can  they  be  called  resources? 
Every  year  produces  sufficient  far  iu  own  con- 
■umpiioD,  and  a  surplus.  Suppose  an  embargoof 
ten  years,  will  gentlemen  seriously  conleod  thai 
the  acRumulaling  surplus  of  fi^h,  cotton,  lobacca 
and  flour,  would  be  a  resource  for  any  naiianal 
exigencies  ?  We  cannot  consume  it,  because  the 
annual  prnducc  is  equal  to  out  annual  consump- 
tion. Our  embargo  forbids  us  to  sell  il.  How, 
ihen,  is  it  a  resource  %  Are  we  stronger  or  richer 
for  it  1  Tbe  reverse  :  we  are  poorer  and- weaker. 
Weaker  hy  all  the  lots  of  motive  and  eetiriiy,  by 
all  the  diminution  of  the  industry  of  the  country, 
which  such  a  deprivation  of  ihe  power  lo  ex- 
change produces.  And  what  can  be  poorer  than 
he  wtio  is  obliged  lo  keep  what  he  cannot  use, 
and  to  labor  for  that  which  ptofiieth  not? 

But  the  inequality  of  tbe  pressureof  this  pleas- 
ure of  embargo  upon  ihe  people  of  the  Easleru 
Stales,  is  another  source *of  great  disconieni  with 
it.  Every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  upon  ibe 
subject  has  seemed  lo  take  ii  foreran  ted  Ihallhi* 
was  a  burden  which  pressed- equally.  Bul  is  ibis 
IhecaMl  I  shall  coafine  myself  to  a  single  fact, 
alihoiigb  ibe  point  admits  of -mher  elucidations. 
Compare  the  Scale  of  Virginia  with  that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  single  particular  of  thn  amount 
ofcapiial  embanassea  by  this  law.  Virginia  with 
a  population.  accordioK  to  the  la'sl'ceosua,  of  nine 
buniifed  thuusend  soula,  has  four  million  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  exports,  forty  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  tons  of  registered  shipping ai 
tbtrly  dullats  the  ton,  amounting  to  one  million 
seven  hundred  dollars  in  value,  conslituling  aa 
aggregate  of  six  millions  of  dollars,  obstructed  by 
ibis  embargo.  Maasachuaelis,  on  the  otheilxand. 
has  in  exports  twenty  million  one  hundred  thou- 
und  dollars,  and  three  hundred  and  six  tboasaud 
ions  of  registered  thippiag,  equal  nearly  to  ten 
million  of  dollars  in  value,  constituting  an  aggre- 
gate of  capital,  in  Massachusetts,  equal  to  thirty 
millions  of  dollars,  obstructed  by  lliis  law.  By 
tbe  last  census,  the  population  of  Masiachuseits 
is  about  six  hundred  inouiand  souls;  so  that,  io 
Virginia,  nine  hundred  thousand  souls  have  lo 
hear  a  pressure  of  embarrassed  capital  equal  lo 
six  miltious  of  dullars,  and  in  Massac  h  use  Its,  six 
hundred  thousand  souls,  a  pressure  of.  thirty  mil- 
lions. To  eqaaliza  the  pressure  of  Virginia  wiih 
Manachusetu  ihe  capital  of  the  former  ought  to 
be  foiiy-Gve  millians  instead  of  siji  millioos.  I 
wish  not  to  bring  into  view  any  unpleasant  cam- 
parisaoa,bui,wben'geDileroea  wonder  at  oureom- 
plaints,  they  ought  rightly  to  appreciate  their 
cBUsef.  Tbe  pressure  resulting  from  the  embar- 
rassments of  tiiis  immense  capital  is  tiie  more 
sensibly  felt,  inasmuch  ss  it  is  not  diviilfd  io  great 
masses  among  rich  individuals,  but  io  moderate 
portions  amooc  (he  middling  Qlasaes  of  oui  cili- 
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zens,  who  hare,  many  of  them,  Thfe  earhings  of  a 
whole  life  invotted  in  aingle  ariicles  destined  for 
a  fijreina  market  from  which  your  embatgo  hIodq 
prohibits  them. 

It  is  in  TBtQ  to  say  ihat,  if  the  embargo  was 
raised,  there  would  be  no  market.  The  merchants 
nndersland  that  subject  better  than  yoa,  and  the 
eagerntsii  with  irhich  preparations  to  load  were 
carried  on  previaus  to  ihe  commencement  of  this 
session,  speaks,  in  a  laasaage  not  to  be  mistaketi, 
Ibetropinion  tif  the  foreign  markets.  But,  It  has 
been  asked,  in  debate,  "  will  not  Massachusetts. 
the  cradle  of  liberty,  submit  to  such  privations'?" 
An  embargo  liberty  was  nerer  cradled  in  Massa- 
choseits.  Our  liberty  was  aOt  so  much  a  mouD- 
laln  as  a  sea  nymph.  She  vrs!i  free  as  air.  She 
eoald  swim,  or  she  could  run.  The  ocean  was 
her  cradle.  Our  fathers  met  her  asshe'came,  like 
the  goddess  of  beaaty,  from  the  waves.  They 
eau^fat  her  as  she  was  sporting'  on  the  beai^b. 
Tbeyconried  her  while  she  ■was  spreading  her 
Bets  apon  the  rocks.  But  an  embargo  liberty — a 
band-eufiVd  liberty— a  liberty  in  fetters,  a  liberty 
traversing  between  the  four  sides  of  a  prison  and 
beating  her  head  against  the  walls,  is  tMueofour 
offspring.  We  abjure  the  monster.  Its  parentage 
a  all  inland.        -'     ' 

The  genllenan  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Ma- 
con) exclaimed  the  other  day,  "Wbereis  the 
tplril  of  TGI"  Ay,  sir,  where  is  ii?  Would  to 
UeaWD  that,  at  our  invocation,  it  would  conde- 
scend to  alight  an  this  floor.  But  let  gentlemen 
remeoiber  thai  the  spirit  of  "TS  was  not  a  spirit  of 
empty  deelaration,  or  of  abstract  propositions.  It 
did  not  content  itself  with''non-iinportatioa  acts, 
or  non  iotercourse  laws.  -It  was  a  spirit  of  active 

E  reparation,  of  dignified  enei^y.  It  studied  both  to 
DOW  OQi  tights  and  (o  devise  the  effectual  means 
of  maintaiaing  ihem.  In  all  the  annals  of  Te, 
jron  will  find  no  such  degrading  doctrine  as  that 
inaiatained  in-this  report.  It  never  presented  to 
the  people  of  iht  United  States  the  alternative  of 
war,  or*  suspension  of 'our  righls,  and  recom- 
roendiog  the  latter  rather  than  to  incur  the  risk 
of  the  former.  What  was  the  language  of  that 
period,  in  one  of  the  addresses  orCongress,  to 
QreatBritainl  "You  attempt  to  reduce  us,  by 
the  sword,  to  base  and  abject  submission.  On  the 
airord,  therefore,  we  rely  for  protection.''  In  that 
day  there  were  no  niternatires  presented  to  dis* 
beanea  ;  no  abandonment  of  our  rights  under  the 

Eretenee  of  roaiataiBiug  them;  no  gaining  the 
Bttle  by  running  away.^  In  the  whole  history  of 
that  period  there  ire  no  such  terms  as  "  embargo," 
*' dignified  retirement,"'' seeing  who  can  do  each 
Other  the  most  harmL"  At  that  time  we  had  a 
NaTj— that  name  -so  odious  to  the  influences  of 
th«  present  day.  Yes,  sir,  in  1776,  though  but  in 
oar  inrancy,  we  had  a  Navy  scouring  our  coasts, 
and  defendLng  ouf  commerce,  which  tva3  never 
for  one  moment  w4ioily  suspended.  In  1776,  we 
bad  an  army  also,  and  a  glorious  army  it  was. 
Not  ecmposed  of  men  halting  from  the  slews,  or 
snrepi  from  the  jails,  but  of  the  best  blood,  the 
real  yeomanry  of  the  conotry,  noble  cavaliers, 
men  wiihoutienrend  without  reproach.  We  had 
lOthCos.  SdSxss.— 18 


an  rfrmy  in  1776,  and  WAeniHOTON  at  its 
head.    We  have  an  army  in  1808,  and  a  head 

f  will  not  humiliate  those  who  lead  the  fortunes 
of  the  nation  at  the  present  day,  by  any  compari- 
vith  the  great  men  of  that  period  ;  but,  I  re- 
'nend  the  advocates  of  the  present  system  of 
public  measures,  to  study  well  the  true  spirit  of 
1776,  before  they  venture  to  call  it  in  aid  of  their 
poses.  It  may  bring  in  its  train  some  lecollec- 
tions  not  Suited  to  give  ease  or  hope  to  their 
bosoms.  I  beg  gentlemen  who  are  so  frequent  in 
their  recurrence  to  that,  period  to  remember  that, 
ami^og  the  causes  which  led  10  a  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  the  following  are  enumerated :  un- 
necessary restrictions  upon  trade;  cutting  off 
cummercial  intercourse  between  the'  Colonies; 
irrassing  our  Qsheries  ;  wantonly  depriving 
citizens  of  necessaries;  invasion  of  private 
property  by  Goveinmenlal  edicts;  the  authority 
of  the  Commander-in-chief,  vnd  under  him  of 
the  Brigadier  General,  being  rendered  supreme  In 
the  civil  government;  the  Commander-in-chief 
of  the  army  made  Governor  of  a  Colony;  citi- 
ienn  transferred  frota  theii  native  country  for 
trial.  Let  senllemen  beware  how  they  appeal  to 
the  spirit  of '76,  lest  it  come  with  the  aspect,  not 
of  a  friend,  but  of  a  tormentor ;  lest  they  Snd  a 
ling  when  ihey  look  for  support ;  and,  instead 
couragement  they  are  presented  with  an  aw- 
ful  lesson. 

But,  repealing  the  embargo  will  be  submissioit 
tribute.  .The  popular  ear  is  fretted  with  this 
word  tribute;  ttai  an  odium  is  aiiempted  to  be 
thrown  upon  those  who  are  indignant  at  this 
abandonmecl  of  their  rights,  by  representing  Ihem 
IS  the  advocates  of  tribute.  Sir,  who  advocates 
t?  No  man,  in  this  country,  I  believe.  This 
outcry  about  tribute  is  the  veriest  bugbear  tliai 
ras  ever  raised  in  order  to  persuade  them  to  quit 
ights,  which 'God  and  nature  had  given  them.  In 
he  first  place,  it  is  scarce  possible  that,  if  left  to 
himself,  the  interest  of  the  merchant  could  ever 
permit  him  to  pay  tie  British  re-exportation  duty, 
denominated  tribute.  France,  under  penalty  of 
confiscHtion,  prohibits  our  vessels  from  receiving 
a  visit  from  an  Kngliah'  ship,  or  touching  at  an 
English  port.  In  this  state  of  things,  England 
pretends  to  permit  us  to  export  to  France  certain 
articles,  paying  her  a  duly.  The  very  statement 
of  Ihe  case  shows  the  futility  of  the  attempt. 
Who  will  pay  a  duty  to  England  for  permission 
to  go  to  France  to  be  confiscated  7  But,  suppose 
there  is  a  mistake  in  thi^ratid  that  it  may  be  the 
interest  of  the  merehani  to  pay  such  a  duty,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  to  certain  destruction,  have 
not  you  fbll  powers  over  this  matter?  Cannot 
you.  by  painsand  penalties,  prohibit  the  merchant 
froni  the  payment  of  sUch  a  duty  7  No  man  will 
obstruct  you.  There'is  not,  as  1  believe,  but  one 
opinioiiupon  this  subject.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
gentlemen  will  cease  this  outcry  about  tribute. 

However,  suppose  thai  the  payment  of  this 
duty  is  inevitable,  which  it  certainly  is  not,  let 
me  ask,  is'embargo  iodependence7  Deceive  not 
yottrselvea.    It  is  palpable  submission.    Gentle- 
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m?D  exclaim,  "Great  Btiiain  'smites  us  on  one 
cheek!'"  And  what  doestlie  Admiaistration?  It 
"lums  the  other  also.'"  Genllemen  say,  ''Great 
BrilaJDJaa  robber,  sbe  'takes  out  claak."  AikI 
vhat  says  llie  Adminislralioo  ?  "Let  hei  take 
our  coal  also."  France  and  Gr^t  Britaia  require 
you  10  relinquish  a  part  of  your  commerce,  and 
you  yield  it  entirely.  Sir,  this  condact  may  be 
the  way  to  dignity  aod  honor  in  acother  world,  but 
it  will  never  secure  safety  aod  iDdepeodeDceio  ihii. 

At  eyery  corner  of  ihis  great  cily,  we  meet 
some  gentlemen  of  tbe  majority  wriagiDg  their 
tiaods,  and  exclaiming  "What  shall  we  dol  No- 
thing but  embargo  will  save  ui !  Remore  il^and 
what  xhall  we  dor'  Sir,  it  is  ndt  for  n)e,a  htim- 
ble  and  uninfluenlial  individual,  at  an  awful  dis- 
lance  from  ibe  predominant  ioQueoces,  to  suggest 
plans  of  government.  But,  lo  my  eye,  the  paib 
of  our  duty  is  as  disiioct  as  the  milky  way — all 
atudded  with  living  sapphires — glowing  with  cu- 
mulating light.  It  is  the  path  of  active  pVepara- 
tion— of  dignified  energy.  It  is  the  path  of  177?. 
It.  consists  not  Id  abandoning  our  rights,  but  id 
aupporling  them  as  they  exist,  and  where  ihey 
eiisi — OB  the  ocean  a*  well  as  on  the  land.  It 
consists  in  lakin|  the  nature  of  tilings  as  ibe 
measure  of  the  rights  of  your  citizens,  not  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  imperious  foreigners.  Give 
what  protection  you  can.  Take  do  counsel  of 
fear.  Your  strengib  will  iacrease  with  the  Irial, 
and  prove  greater  \han  you  are  now  aware. 

But,  I  shall  be  told  this  may  lead  to  war.  I 
ask,  Are  we  now  at  peace?  Certainly  nor,  un- 
less retiring  from  insult  be  peace — unless  shrink- 
ing under  the  lash  be  peace.  The  surest  way  tu 
prevent  war  is,  not  to  fear  it.  The  idee  tbal  no- 
thing on  earth  is  so  dreadful  as  war,  is  inculcateJ 
too  studiously  among  us.  Disgrace  is  worse, 
Abnndonmeot  of  essential  rights  is  worse. 

Sir,  I  could  not  refrain  from  seizing  the  first 
opporiuniiy  of  spreading 'before  this  House  ih« 
•ufferings  and  eiigeneies  of  New  England  under 
this  embargo.  Some  gentlemen  may  deem  iluot 
■irioily  before  us ;  in  my  opinion  it  il  necessa- 
rily. For,  if  the  idea  of  the  committee  be  cor- 
lect,  and  embargo  is  resistance,  then  this  resolu- 
tion aandions  itscbntiouance.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
as  I  con  tend,  embargo  is  submission,  then  (his  res- 
olution is  a  pledge  of  its  repeal. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  considered  it  unfortunate 
if  (he  doubt  existed  in  the  minds  of  memberj  of 
this  House  which  seetted  to  be  implied  by  the 
resolution  under  consideration.^  Was  it  really  a 
question  whether  the  Reprejentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Sutes  would  bow  their  free 
necks  to  a  foreign  yoke?  Was  it  to  be  decided  by 
renewing  Lhe  Declaration  of  their  Independence? 
Once  declared,  Mr.  D.  said,  it  was  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  given  point  that  our  independence  shonld 
be  maintained.  And  it  Was  not  always  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  agreeing  to  a  proposition  that  it 
was  truth.  For  himself, ifie  had  not  supposed  that 
much  doubt-existed  on  this  point.  Even  the  com- 
mittee themselves  seemed  to  have  considered  this 
declaration  as  unnecessary,  for  they  say  it  might 
to  tome  seem  aupcifluous.    He  thought  the  real 


policy  to  be  pursued  by  this  country  should  be 
such  as  never  lo  make  this  a  quesUonj  and  when 
it  became  a  question,  a  declaration  >n  words  added 
not  to  the  deter ininat ion  to  resent  aggressions  ud 
our  independenoe.  However,, qs  ihe  reaolutign 
had  been  suboaitled  lo  the  House,  it  became  a  qoet- 
lion  how  it  should  be  decided,  and  another  que*- 
tioa,  what  was  ibe  import  of  it?  In  one  respect 
he  approved  (he  resolution,  becau&eit  was  concitei 
and  yei  there  might  be  a  iliflerence  of  opinion  ts 
lo  the-terms  of  it.  The  questions  now  sutKoilMd 
to  the  Cuuncib  of  tbe  Nation  were  qaeslioDsrela- 
live  10  our  maritiine  rights.  Ht^knew  not  that 
any  question  existed  as  to  our  territorial  rigfali. 
The  language  of  the  reaolution  was  very  broad, 
and  be  wished  that  it  might  be  varied,  so  as  to bs 
more  specific  and  appropriate.  With  this  view, 
that  DO  doubt  mijbt  exist  of  the  import  of  the  res- 
olution, he  rnOTM  10  insert  between  the  words  (o 
and  tAe,  the  words,  ''abandon  tbe  oaTigationof 
(he  ocean  in  consequence  of."  ThisameDdoieDt 
presented^ question  on  which  bewished  a  decided 
expression  of  the  opinioD  df  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  be  petfeciiy  acquiesced  in  lhe 
amendment  moved  fay  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
neclieol,  if  one  word  more  was  added,  and  (hat 
was  the  word  ''  longer,"  between  the  words  not 
and  aubmtt.  He,  for  one,  ihoueht  that  our  rights 
were  already  abandoned,  and  that  they  bad  beea 
abandoned  loo  long, 

Mr.  Dana,  said,  that,  whatever  had  been  hi* 
opinion  of  the  past  measures  of  .the  Administra- 
tion, be  would  not  propose  an  amcodmeDl  wbicb 
would  imply  (hat  the  Councils  of  this  Nation  bad 
submiited.  Geoilemen  who  had  favored  those 
<DeBsures  probably  did  not  consider  them  as  sub- 
mission. He  therefore  could  i>o(  consent  to  cast 
dial  reproach  on  them.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  be  hoped,  would  not  oonsider  it  a  want  of 
attention  to  him ;  bui,  fat  iheie  reasons,  he  eoald 
not  accept  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  he  bad  hoped,  from 
the  observatioUs  of  hii  colleague,  (Mr.  QninoT.) 
that  there  would  bave  been  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  as  reported.  What 
could  be  less  exeeptioDablelban  the  resolution  bert 
offered,  that  the  United  States  would  not  sa«rifice 
their  rights,  honor,  and  independence,  to  the  edicu 
ofGreel  Britain  and  France?  There  was,  indeed, 
considerable  address  displayed  in  the  cbiutruclioo 
of  (his  amendment.  Tbe  declaration  contained 
in  the  resolution  was,tha(  the  United  Slates  would 
not  in  any  msnper  submit  to  the  edicts.  The  gen- 
tleman wished  lossy  that  the  United  States  woutd 
not  submit  to  abandon  rhe  ocean — thus  narrow- 
ing down  tbe  mode  of  resistance.  The  conclu- 
sion to  be  drawn  fromwbich,  was,  that  ibey  would 
not  submit  to  tjie  embargo,  which  resisted  (bote 
decrees.  Instead  of  saying  that  they  would  not 
submit  to  the  decrees,  the'gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut wished  them  to  lay  that  Ihey  irould  not 
submit  to  abandon  the  ocean.  '  Gentlemen  said 
thai  the  embargo  wasan  abandonment  of  iheoceai. 
Thf  genileman,  therefore,  Wished  to  entrap  the 
Mouse  into  a  declaration  that  they  would  not  sub- 
mit to  the  embargo. 
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Mr.  Taylob  said,  it  had  been  tbe  desire  of  tbe 
select  commitiee  to  prestul  [o  the  Hoiiae  a  piopo- 
gition  vbic^  shoald  lea?e  out  of  view  doi  ooly 
parly  feelings,  wliicliTreresujifiosedsoiBeuraes  to 
metoale  the  Hohk  and  the  aajioo,  htit  anything 
reUting  to  the  maoaer  ia  which,  this  resistaoce 
wai  to  be  made  by  the  nation  agiiiiisl  the  orders 
■Dd  deciees,  alludtDg  but  to  one  object — the  ia- 
ftaclioD  of  our  neutrality  by  foreign  DatioD3;.lbai 
tbe  qneition  sfaauld  not  he  trtmujelled  with  war 
or  no  war,  with  embareo  or  no  embargo ;  but  that 
it  aiioald  appear  to  the  world  that  there  was  a 
spirit  in  this  nation  determined  to  oppose  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents.  It  was  not 
neceuary  that  he  should  have  staled  ihU  as  bit 
detenni nation,  for  he  had  given  an  inilaDce  of  it, 
and  m  had  tne  Home,  in  parsing  the  embargo 
law.  A  ptoposiiioD  was  now  huiughl  forward  on 
which  he  must  vote — what?.  Tha;  he  would 
not  abandon  the  ocean  in  con  sequence,  of- the 
orden  and  decrees.  He  said  that  ^  tenipoTaiy 
abandonment  was  noi  a  total  abandonment  {.aod 
if  bv  Ibe  former  the  If ouse  should  ihink'that  they 
eould  coerce  an  observance  of  their  ngtlli^i  the 
measure  would  pfobably  be  reaoried  to.  Tht« 
however  was  a  question  fot  (he  decision  of  [he 
Houae.  Why  then  trammel  this  resolution  with 
another  propositi  on  which  wasnot'consecled  with 
it?  An  apology  might  be  though'  necessary  for 
proposing  a  truism  to  the  coosideraiion'oi  the 
House;  lul  it  would  he  recollected  that  during  the 
tale  session  afCangres^acdlleagneofhis  bad  come 
forward  and  demanded  whether  ihece  was  or  was 
not  a  ma(i  in  the  nation  who  woilld  Submit  to  the 
belligerent  edicts?  From  one  quarter  an  appro- 
priate answer  had  been  made  ^  from  another  quarter 
there  bad  been  no  reply.  ^  And  what  had  been  tbe 
cond  Dct  of  the  latter  i  Had  there  not  been  a  propo- 
ailian  made  (by  Mr.  Liiebhobe)  at  tbe  late  ses' 
sioD,  to  make  war  against  one  (Branee)  and  enter 
into  connexion  with  aooiber  (Qreat  Britain  7] 
This  bad  been  Introduced ;  and  would  it  not  have 
beeo  themost  servile  submissLon  1  This  sentiment 
vssnotdisavowedbythegentleman(Mr.  Q,niHCT] 
who  had  given  them  hit  opinion  on  thii  resolu- 
ti»ii,  and  travelled  out  of  the  path  of  his  argument 
to  vent  his  spleen  against  ot^er  measures  which 
^rere  not  recommended  to  the  House  by  the  com- 
miilee,  who  had  left  It  wholly  with  the  House  to 
t^j  what  measures  they  would  adopt.  Why. 
abonld  tbe  House  be  made  to  decide  on  a  oropo- 
«itiaB  like  this;  when  they  .h'ad'alrtady  adopted 
ft  mcasore  (the  embargo)  which  showed  their 
wilJin^ness  tomakeany  sacrifices  for  maintaining 
their  right  to  the  o(;ean  1  The  complaints  made 
\ty  the  geatleman.frqm  Massachusetts  proved  that 
tfae  people  had  boroe  a  great  deal.  Mr.  T.  said 
heb»4  given  a  su^ieni  proof  by  his  vote  ii\  favor 
of  ihe  endurgo  not  tg  make  it  necessary  for  him 
QOtr  to  say  that  he  would  ifot  abandiui  the  ocean, 
ualeteforsucba  lime,  as,  by  aSeeticlg  tbeiaterestE 
of  ibebe]ligereots,should  compel  them  to  abandon 
the  nefarious  project of.U^iog  under  cooiributioo 
'  '  Pioiwiihsifi 


H.OFR. 


T  lawful  commerce. 


L hs tan diog  this  dis- 


poaitioo,  Ur.  T.  said,  he  aould  not  vote  fpr  the 
unendment  offered  by  the  gentt^man  from  Coa- 


ts adoption  'would  evade  the  questios 
which  be  wished  to  be  taken  on  the  principles  of 
ibe  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaoeson  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  not  consent  to  permit  ao  evasion  of  a  de- 
cision on  tbe  great  question  now  proposed  to  them, 
and  thus  enable  geotlemen  to  creep  out  by  the  aid 
of  ibe  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut. He  wished  the  question  lo  be  solemnly  de- 
cided, because  he  believed  that  thete  were  indi- 
viduals in  a  certain  portion  of  this  body,  who 
were  not  willing  to  say  that  they  would  resial 
these  aggressions ;  aod  he  was  induced  lo  believe 
it  by  a  late  assertion  that  the  United  States  had 
no  cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Britain.  If 
the  gecilemao  from  Conoectlcui  would  bring  for- 
ward a  distinct  proposition  lo  the  amount  of  his 
amendment,  Mr.  J.  said  be  would  vote  with-  him. 
Reliriog  from  tbe  ocean  for  a  time  was  not  an 
abandonment  of  it;  but  an  acquieioenee  in  the 
arbitrary  edicts  of  the  belliserenta  would  be  an 
abaDdooncnt.  What  was  ihe  amount  of  tbe  re- 
solution as  reported  by  the  select  committee? 
Let  it  be  examined  and  it  was  ihisj  thfit  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  would  carry  oo  trade  notwithstanding 
their  edicts.  He  wished  not.toaflbrd  gentlemen 
an  opportunity  of  getting  off  .the  odium  which 
would  attach  to  them  if  they  voted  against  tbe 
plain  proposition  for  resistance;  and  he  hoped 
that  the  comroidee  wouid  not  saociioo  ihe  amend- 
ment, notwithstanding  that  he  was  ready  to  vote 
for  a  distinct  proposition  to  the  same  effect  as  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  LivEBUOHG said  that  the  principal  qnestion 
proposed  to.  the  House  by  the  amendment  waa, 
whether  it  was  consistent  with  a  deternunation 
to  resist,  to  abaadon  the  oaean  in  consequence  of 
the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France?  Would 
any  gentleman  say  that  it  was?  Would  anyseo* 
tleman  say  ibat  it  comported  with  honor  and  in- 
dependence toabandon  the  ocean  1  Heconceived 
not.  The  gentleman'  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
BicoH)seemed  to  conceive  that  if  the  amendment 
were  adopted,  it  would  be  contended  that  the  em- 
bargo was  an  abaadoniaeot  of  commerce.  From 
its  intruding  upon  the  gentleman's  mind  thus, 
Mr.  L.  said  there  must  he  some  truth  in  the  idea. 
In  coDside.T^og  this  amendmentj  Mr.  L.  said  be 
wished  to  consider  it  in  its  full  ezient.  He  did 
not  in  general  wish  that  in  legislation  any  ab- 
stract propositipa  should  be  laid  JOwn.  It  ^id 
not  appear  to  hirq  to  be  the  proper  mode  of  doing 
business ;  though  it  wei  probable  that  gentlemen 
might,  from  a  cursory  view^  think  proper  to 
give  this  resolution  tbeir-uqctioo.  H«  could  not 
see  how  any  genilemaa'  could  dissent  from  the 
amendment. 

This  declaration  of  non-submission  must  re- 
late altogether  to  something  to  be  done  or  suffered 
on  (be  ocean :  aod  what  then  ?  Why  he  should 
suppose  1  hat  he  submitted  by-giviug  up  naviga- 
tion in  consequenceof  the  edicts  of  foreign  Powers. 
It  really  appeared  to  hiip,  that  in  withdrawing 
from  the  ocean,  we  did  submit;  that  receding 
from  the  ocean  was  obeying  the  edicts.  France 
said  thai  are  shonld  not  trade  with  Great  Britain. 
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Orcac  Britain  fiiid  that  inasmneli  as  this  wbs  the 
caw,  we  should  not  go  to  the  Continent  withoui 
paying  her  acertain  duty.  Hesranled  that  both 
were  injurious.  What  iben?  Thequpstion  was. 
■hould  the  United  Siaicn  submit  lo  them?  He 
Iras  not  one  of  those  to  whom  the  gentleman 
irtio  spoke  Inst  had  alluded,  as  being  afraid  of 
tb«  odium  of  voting  against  ihe  first  resolution, 
though  he  should  readily  vote  for  it.  But  he  would 
tnticn  rather  rote  for  it  with  the  amendme'nt  of 
the  gentleman  from  Couneeticui.  He  did  not 
know  why  honorable  eenlleman  should  throw  out 
these  insinuations.  The  gentleman  had  said  that 
those  who  opposed  the  proposiiiou  said  that  they 
would  submit.  He  had  never  heard  any  one  say 
to;  on  the  cautrary,  he  contended  t^at  it  would 
be  humiliaiiag  to'submit.  But  they  might  differ 
as  to  the  manner  of  resisting ;  and  he  should  eoa- 
'  tend  that  withdrawing  from  the  ocean  was  sub- 
mitting to  the  decrees  of  France  and  Great  Brii- 
klD.  He  said  that  he  would  not  submit  to  the 
edicts  of  Great  Briraiji  niQre  than  of  France;  at 
the  lame  limethat  he  contended  that  withdraw- 
ing from  the  orean  woold  be  submission  to  both. 

Mr.  LvoH  said  he  felt  ai  strong  an  abhorrence 
»  an^  genileroan  to  submit  to  thetdlcls  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  therefore  he  was  inclined  to 
Tole  for  the  resolution  as  it  would  stand  when 
■mended  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut;  he  would  jirefer  the  resolution  in 
that  shape  much  to  what  it  was  in  the  shape  it 
waa  presented  by  the  committee.  The  amend- 
ment gave  a  tone  to  the  resoluiioD,  which  could 
not  be  misunderstood;  whereas  the  rei^olution  as 
offered,  while  it  gofaks  against  submission,  t!  a 
mere  repetition  oi  the  professions  against  sub- 
mission, which  preceded  the  e rriharco.  a  measure 
which,  in  his  opinirlQ,  consisted  of  the  Terr  es- 
■etice  of  submission.'  By  that  measure  we  hare 
•ubmitied  to  be  shut  off  from  the  ocean.  In  the 
rage  caused  by  this  political  hydrophobia  we 
hare  submitted — submilled  even  to  ihedesiruc- 
tioD  of  our  uninterdicied  trade,  even  our  inno- 
cent coasting  trade. 

1  did  hope,  said  Mr.  L..  that  by  this  lirrle  the 
repre«enia(ives  of  the  nation  would  hare  recov- 
ered from  Ibis  political  hydrophobia.  I  did  hope 
that,  when  gentlemen  tad  had  a  year's  eiperi- 
CDce  with  their  wise,  their  sironsf  measure,  which 
I  have  alwaya  esteemed  a  foolish  and  w*ak  mea- 
aare  as  to  us  external  operations — when  they 
themselres  were  convinced  that  it  had  failed  in 
•rery  point  of  answerinir  the  .purpses  they  con- 
templated, I  bad  hoped  they  would  have  mayoa- 
Bimiiy  enough  lo  give  it  up.  I  did  hope  fhey 
would  by  this  time  have  felt  a  disposition  to  be 
merciful  to  their  own  couotry  j  that  they  wotild 
atispend  ihe  operation  of  this  destroyer  against 
their  fellow  citizens,  i  had  hoprd  lliey  would  have 
•ome  regard  for  the  intimation*,  the  something 
like  assuranjea  they  gave  last  year,  that  a  year's 
experience  Would  satisfy  Ihem  ;  but  my  hopes 
are  all  vanished.  From  erervihing  I  can  li 
from  what  has  passed  in  the  Hou^ie  this  ses: 
it  seems  the  natioti  are,  by  the  wise  auihorsof 
this  wise  meature,  to  be  subjected  to  ita  calami- 


ties—God  oftly  knows  how  long.  And  Tor  what 
reason  is  it  now  to  be  continued?  Isit  to  starve 
the  British  nation,  and  to  save  our  seamen? 
With  all  the  energy  with  which  this  wise  meas- 
ure has  been  armed  by  your  countless  embargo 
laws,  I  have  not  beard  of  a  single  poor  West 
India  negro  being  starved  by  it,  I  have  aeen,  it 
is  true,  ft  newspaper,  which  stales,  under  the 
sanction  nf  high  authority,  that  our  seamen  have 
been  saved  by  it ;  but  I  have  it  from  other  quar- 
ters, that  many  more  than  half  of  those  we  last 
year  called  Aiperjcan  seamen,  hare,  tozether 
with  manr  of  our  fishermen,  gone  into  foreign 
service.  The  sailors  have  not  all  caught  the 
hydrophobia ;  they  retain  their  love  forthe  watery 
element,  and  are  gone  to  enjoy  it. 

Among  the  diversity  of  erib  and  calamities 
brought  on  by  the  embargo'  lystem,  sn  emphati- 
cally called  a  wise  measure  by  its  very  wise  pro- 
jectors and  supportergi,  there  is  none  has  vexed 
me  so  much  as  the  injury  done  io  (he  cause  of 
republicanlsro— that  cause  in  which  I  have  lone 
labored,  and  will -cease  to  labor  in  only  when  I 
cease  to  breathe — that  cause  has  suffered  much. 
I  told  the  Eastern  Democrats  last  year;  both  h^re 
and  in  private  conversaliooj  tjiat  the  Federalists, 
grown  wise  by  adversity,  would  take  every  ad- 
vantage of  their  folly,  and  get  themselves  ioio 
power.  I  foresaw  then  what  has  happened'  in 
the  Eastern  Slater.  I  assured  them  that  Massa- 
cbusells,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Vermont,  would,  in  consequence  of  their  wise 
measures,  discard  their  democracy,  and  approve 
of  that  federal  folly  'which  wduld  have  left  Ihe 
.nation  in  a  state  of  progressive  growth,  in  a  state 
of  activity,  prepared  for  defence  or  offence,  pre- 
bared  to  support  its  rights  by  other  means' than 
inactive  declamation.  I  told  them  that  their 
people  would  prefer  the  state  of  things  In  whicti 
every  man  is  allowed  to  embargo  himself,  or  to 
exercise  hN  energies,  anS  employ  his  capital  or 
his  credit  id  bis  own  emolDmeDt,  and  the  beneQt 
of  the  nation.  My  predictions  have  came  to 
pai».  Massachi)setls  has  returned  lo  that  Feder- 
alism which  she  had  shaken  off.  New  Hamp- 
shire has  told  her' embargo  delegation  that  she 
has  no  further  occasion  for  their  services.  Rhode 
Island  has  done  the  same.  ~  I  hear  a  great  boast- 
ing that  Vermont  is  saved.  laiti  well  acquainted 
with  that  Slate,  iis  silualioti  and  its  coDstiia- 
tion,  and  I  can  declare  to  you  that  it  is  not  saved 
from  a  radical  change  to  Federalism  ;  that  State 
bvingable  In  aid  the  embargo  laws  a  little  while 
longer,  is  owin$(  to  a  defect  in  their  constitniioa — 
it  is  owing  to  their  having  perhaps  one  hundred 
rotten  boroughs  or  Old  Sarlims  represeDIed  in 
their  Legislature.  The  majority  or  the  people 
of  that  Slate  have  elevated  the  Federal  Gtover- 
roi",  whom  they  hnd  latelydiscarded.  They  have 
elected  a  Federal  upper  hotfse,  hut  owing  lo  un- 
improved townships,  in  which  ihereare  not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  families,  being  able  to  send  aa 
equal  representation  withtthose  townships  which 
eout.iin  five  hundred  families  or  upwards,  tbe  re- 
publicans of  that  State  have  been  able  to  bonst 
of  tbe  short-lived  triumpb  tbey  dow  enjoy.   Tbe 
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time  bas  beco  whca  ihe  iofquality  I  apeak  of 
was  lo  great,  ittal  Icsi  tbao  forljr  nicmben  in  that 
House  represenlcil  oae-half  ibe  people  a(  the 
State,  wbtle  the  other  bair  sent  more  than  one 
iiuDdred  and  Iwealy  members.  The  time  has 
now  arrived,  sir,  wbea  my  last  year's  predictions 
hsTe  come  to  pasi;  it  isapparem  as  the  daylight. 
Vet  tbe  lepiiblicaa  geallemcn  of  tbat  Stale  are 
disposed  to  sllribute  tJie  change  to  aoytbiagelsc 
rktoer  ibaa  tbc  true  cause.  Id  ibe  embargo  sys- 
tem, tfiey  seem  deteTiaicied  with  cloied  eye*  and 
haraened  hearts,  to  proceed  on  UQlil  their  oppo> 
neats  shall  wcest  fcosi  them  the  last  resiige  of 

1  regret  sincerely  to  see  io  tbe  Fresident'i  Meii- 
nge  at  tbis  lime  an  iolinialjon  (o  the  Legislature 
to  prepare  'for  disposing  of  the  fiurplus  which  is 
to  arise  from  our  revenue,  after  it  bas  discharged 
certain  debts  which  now  eacumber  it.  Thisja- 
limaiioD  looks  too  muCli  like-divcfiiog  the  atleo- 
tionof  the  nation  from  the  real  tituaiiOQ  of  it» 
fioaDces. 

U  is  true  that  there  ttre  about  fourteen  millioos 
in  the  Treasury.  How  much  more  is  there  to 
com«  in,  and  where  is  it  to  cume  Uota  1  That 
fourteen  millions  must,  be  disposed  of  by  this 
licae  twelve.monibs.  and  we  cannot  expect  monsy 
eoough  to  come  into  th^  Treaiory  wilbtn  tbat 
time  to  carry  us  more  than  abniil  three  or  four 
months  loager.  -If  you  ibould  now  take  off,  the 
embargo,  tbe  duties  to  be  derived  from  tbe  return 
cargoes  are  to  be  bonded,  and  tbe  money  will 
■ot  reach  tbe  Treasury  lime  eoonsh  to 
from  boriowiog  next  year.  Should  yov 
a  land.  las,  il  would  be  the  satne  ihioi, 
fenlamioot  financier  enough  to  find,  out  any 
way  to  avoid  borrowing  next  session  of  Coa- 
(ress.  When  tbe  people '  see  you  have  recourse 
lo  the  borrowing  jyatero-r-tbat  system  which  we 
repiiblicaas  so  loudly  exclaimed  against  under 
tbe  Earmer  Advtinistiation,  and  that  lo  supporCa 
measare,  or  a  course  of  ,measu[ei,  that  has  nfi 
other  efiect  than  that.  oC  impoverisbing  them, 
they  will  turn  ibeii  backs  upon  you ;  they  will 
prefer  Federatiim,  or  any  Other  itm,  rather  Chan 
be  caioied  in  this  way.  Passing  southward  from 
ibe  Itew  Baglsod  States,  how  stands  New  York 
now?  They  have  acted  wisar;  they  have  dis- 
carded their  embargq  men,  without  taking  up 
Federalists  iliogelher,  but  the' danger  is  that 
Federalism  will  prevail  even  in  llinl  wiser  Slate. 
Jersey  will  undoubtedly  follow.  Aiid  1  will  ven- 
ture another  prophecy  :  that  tbis  House  will  con- 
tain, after  another -election,  a  majority  of  Feder- 
alists fmiD  the  States  south  of  ^ennsyl/ania,  un- 
less this  systeiii  of  Coercing  the  people  to  be  idle, 
to  be  inactive,  lo  be  poor,  to  be  miserable,  is 
giTCD  op.  Not  having  had  time  to  read  all  the 
documents,  and  being  unprepared  to  enter  largely 
ioto  debate,  I  shall  waive  any  further  observa- 
tions, with  a  view  to  expressing  my  opinions 
morefallv  on  the  subject  at  auother  time. 

Some  further  desultory  debate  took  place  oU 
Mr.Da.NA'a  amendment,  in  which  Messrs.  Rbea, 
Haoob,  Q.  W.  Caupbeli,,  and  Fjsk  opposed  it, 
»ad  Messrs.  Elliot  and  Dana  supported  iii 
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On  ihe'motion  of  agreeing  lo  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Dana,  it  was  lost— ayes  31. 

Mr.  LivEHuoHE  said  he  had  an  amendment  to 
propose,  wbicb  be  hoped  would  meet  tbe  opinioa 
of  every  gentleman,  since  the  chief  argument 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  was,  that  it  narrowed  the  ground  of 
lance.  He  proposed  to  add  lo  the  end  of  the 
resolution  the  following  words:  ''and  that  an 
abandonment  of  tbe  navigation  of  the  ocean,  i* 
a  relinquisbmenl  of  our  rights,  and  a  submission 
to  the  ediels  of  Great  Britain  add  France." 
Mi.  Cook  objected  is  tbe  insertion  in  this  reso- 
uiion  of  any  irrelevant  matter,  with*  a  view  to 
evade  its  object;  although  were  the  amendment 
introduced  as  a  separate  preposition,  be  might  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  Shilie  said  he  really  could  not  helpgiving 
:redit  to  the  gentleman  from  pooneciicut,  for  the 
Dgeouiiy  of  his  ameadmeoi ;  but  the  gentleman 
From  Massachusetts  had  certainly  improved  upon 
it.  Accept  that  amendment  (said  lie)  and  yon 
condemn  indirecily  the  very  measilres  wbioh  thia 
3vernment  haslaken  for  resistance. 
The  amendment  moved  byMr.  LivEHMopB  wa* 
negatived,  twenty  members  only  rising  in  favor 

The  Committee  then  rose,  (half  past  3  o'^ock,) 
eporied  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

THE  BMBARGO. 

Mr.  OAHnENiBR  presented  a  petition  of  th« 

inhahitBDts  of  Souihold,  Suffolk  county.  New 

YOrkr  agKiDst  tbe  embargo.    He  moved  to  dia- 

pense  with  the  reading,  and  refer  il  to  a  com- 

Mr.'D.R.WiLLiAHB  laid  he  could  notdispeoac 
ith  the  reading. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  Jn  the  reading  Of  the  p*- 
:ion ;  but  before  it  was  eoneluded,  a  motion  waa 
made  (o  Bdjoum,  and  carried. 


'  Tu£flDAT,  November  39. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jereuias  Morrow, 
Resolved,  That  the  Commiitee  on  ibe  Public 
Lands  be  iDslrucied  to  Inquire  into  tbe  expedi- 
ency of  reviving  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  authority  of  the  .board  of  codB'- 
misioners  for  in'vciiiigating  claims  to  land  in  the 
Kaskaikia.di&irictj  and  that  they  report  by  bil^ 
r  otherwise. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim*, 
presented  a  bill  autborizing  the  pajrment  of  cer- 
tain pensions  by  the  Secretary  of  War  at  lbs 
scat  of  Government ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
coiamitied  to  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  to-mot- 

The  leiier  presented  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Gardi- 
HiER,  from  sundry  freeholilerg  and  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Souttold.  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
was  tead,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of^lbe  whole  House  to  whom  wascommil- 
)e4  ■  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Cbittbndex  on 
the  tenth  instant. 
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FOREIGN  RELAl'IONfl. 

The  House  re<olT«d^iueir  into  a  Contmitiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
sabject  of  our  foreign  relalionf.     The  first  i 
lntion  still  ander  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  taid,  if  ceDilemeii  had 
fined  tbemselTes  to  the  resolution  immediately 
before  them,  it  would  not  be  oecFasary  further  tt 
disctiss  it,  as  do  gentleman  had  objected  to  In 
adoption  ;  but  as  the  subject  of  out  foreign  rela- 
lioDs  generally,  as  reported  by  the  select  commit 
tee,  WIS  fairly  within  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  and  proper  for  inrestigaiion,  he  .-ihould 
offer  a  fei^  remarks  in  support  of  that  report,  and 
in  doing  so,  be  assured  the  House  that  he  sbocid 
Bot  very  long  ask  their  attention. 

TbegeDllemaDfioniMBSsicbusett9,(Mr.Q,DIH- 
CT,)  WQO  farored  u)  yesterday  with  a  long  ha- 
nn^ue  upon  this  question,  made  so  many  extra- 
ordinary  assertions, socontradictory  in  themselves, 
that  I  tbink  there  is  no  man  under  Heaven  that 
could  well  understand  him.  and  much  more  diffi- 
etilt  would  it  be  to  reconcile  bis  very  contradic- 
tory arguments  to  each  other;  for,  hQWerer  plau- 
■ible  he  might  be  in  some  of  his  observations, 
before  he  coteluded  he  was  certain  to  (Ji'slroy  any 
impression  they  were  calculated  to  make  upon 
the  n^iids  of  his  hearers.  Mr.  A.  said  he  would 
begin  hit  obter  vat  ions  la  reply  at  the  Tery  poinr 
where  the  gentleman  had  ended;  the  geotlemac 
had  stated  that  the  course  the  Government  ought 
to  pursue  was  as  clear  as  the  milky  way;  that  no 
man  could  or  onght  to  mistake  it ;  but  as  be  wqs 
an  humble  minority  man,  it  was  not  his  business 
t»  lay  any  plau  before  the  Houses  Resistance  I 
defend  your  rights  upon  the  tea!  was  his  la[» 
fuage.  Strange  iaBgi>ege  this.  If  the  path  was 
■o  clear,  how  happened  it  that  the  whole  wisdom 
ef  the  Gbvernment  and  the  nation  should  Bnd 
saob  difficulty  in  pursuing  of  it?  for,  he  believed, 
turn  whichever  way  they  would,  innumerable  dif- 
ficulties preseoted  themselves  to  all.  except  a  few 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, -and  lie  hoped  that 
they  were  very  few,  who  wanted  to  join  one 
part^  and  go  to  war  with  the  other;  who  were 
willmg  to  submit  to  the  ordtrs  ef  Qreai  Britain, 
and  plunge  this  nation  into  a  war  with  France  at 
the  hazard  of  our  liberty  as  an  independeDt  na- 
tion. If  this  was  the  gentleman's  resistance,  and 
from  his  observations  and  remarks  be  thought  no 
man  eonid  well  draw  any  other  inference,  he 
hoped  they  should  not  adopt  his  course..  He, 
however,  rather  concluded,  from  everything  the 

Guileman  had  sard,  that  resistance  lo  the  laws  of 
I  own  Ootcrnntelit,  fairly  enacted,  and  declared 
by  the  Judiciary  of  bis  country  to  be  Comiitu- 
tional,  would  suit  hi*  palate  a  iiiile  better  than 
any  other  reii.<tance,  unless,  indeed,  a  coalition 
with  Qreat  Britain  to  resist  France  might  suit 
bim  better.  The  gentleman  had  eiclaimed  loudly 
a^inst  paying  tribute,  and  urged,  at  the  same 
time,  that  no  tribute  would  be  paid,  for,  if  our 
vessels  were  permitted  lo  go  to  England,  that  the 
edicts  of  France  would  prevent  tbem  going  else- 
where. This  was  not  Mr.  Alston's  apinioo,  for 
wen  our  vessels  permitted  to  leave  our  poi'ls,  ahd 


by  paying  a  duly  in  England,  could  Snd  x  better 
market  upon  (he  Continent,  the  merchanis,  irib' 
nte  or  no  tribute,  would  pursue  that  course  wbieb 
their  interest  directed.  The  genlleman  talked  of 
resistance,  and  resistance  on  sea.  Did  any  one 
believe  ihal  he  seriously  meant  meeting  the  pow- 
erful navy  of  Great  Britain  on  the  sea;  of  thai 
Britain  who  had  been  emphatically  styled  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean,  and  who  was  fighting  for 
the  liberties  bf  the  world  aud  of  mankind  1  No, 
sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  nothing  of  the  kind  is  meant; 
submission  to  her  orders  would  be  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  the  gentleman's  resistance,  and 
finally  a  loss  of  everything  dear  to  the  American 
chHTucier;  a  Joss  of  our  liberty  and  iudepeodesce 
as  a  free  people. 

The  ^epileman  from  Massachusetts  talks  about 
the  spirit  of  1776,  and  cautions  my  colleagtie,  too, 
who  mentioned  that  spirit  a  few  days  smce,  not 
lo  invoke  it.  Wherefore  does  the  ffeotleidan  do 
this?  Is  it  because  he  does  not  wish  the  Ameri- 
can people  of  the  present  day  to  know  that  the 
spirit  of  oar  ancestors  was  opposition  lo  British 
aggression?  ■     - 

The  gentleman  says  the  embargo  moi>t  be  r^' 
pealed;  that  there  is  a  voice  in  this  nation  load- 
er than  the  voice  of  Coogresi ;  thatthe  air  will 
continue  to  circulate  and  the  waters  to  descend, 
aay  law  to  the  contrary  notwithManding.  Qooa 
Qod,  Mr.  Chairman!  uai  the  American  nation 
come  to  this,  that  tt)e  laws  of  our  country  are  to 
be  violated,  that  trade  and. commerce  shall  be 
carried  oO  whether  sanctioned  by  the  Oovem- 
m'ent  or  not?  The  gentleman  says  the  whole 
nation  calls  aloud  for  its  repeal ;  that  there  is  but 
one  lentimeni  on  the  occasion;  that  «vepy  part 
of  (bis  great  coramntiity  feel  ilj^  efiecis,  I  really 
admit;  but  (hat  they  wish  its  immediate  repeaf 
at  the  expense  of  our  liberty  as  an  independent 
nation,  I  posiiiveiy-deny.  1  must  d)nfess  tay  as-  * 
(onisbment,  when  I^ieard  the  gentleman  reiter- 
ate those  sentiments — when  I  cast  my  eyes  into 
the  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  saw  that  town 
meetings  ha]d  been  held  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  town  in  which  (he  gentleman  comes  frOm— 
(Boston)  where  I  Bnd  the  subject  was  diicussed 
and  a  large  majority  against  the  repeal  of  the- 
embargo  Faws;  yet,  sir.it  may  not  be  irue,  sbd 
Ibes^otimtnt  may  be  univeraal.  It  appears,  from 
the  same  papers,  that  Mr.  Qray,  of  Sulem,  one 
of  the  most  iotelliMni  and  distinguished  Federal 
merchanls  upon  ibe  continent,  was  present  at  ■ 
meeting  in  bis  town,  and  clearly  pointed  out  lo 
the  satisfaction  of  a  large  majoritv  present,  that 
if  the  embargo  laws  were  repealed  whilst  the 
preseut  restrictions  icmained  in  force  against  our 
commerce,  that  any  tradt  would  be  so  hszardous 
and  uncertain,  thai  no  honest  merchant  ci  uld  or 
would  attempt  it.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
facts,  staring  us  in  the  face,  what  the  gentle- 
man asserts  may  be  true,  and  these  things  not 
have  taken  place.  If  (he  subject  of  repealing  the 
embargo  ^s  now  before  us,  I  would  reidify  so 
into  an  investigation  of  the  subjecf,  and  oBtr 
some  remarks  why^t  should  not  now  be  repealed. 
It  win  undoubtedly  bedisenssed  before  the  aessioa 
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end*. and  lameertain  Inhallbe  round  as  villing 
aa  aof  neinber  an  this  floor  to  take  it  off  as  sood 
u  the  iaiettst,  safety,  aad  hoDor  of  tbis  dbiIdd 
will  permit  it. 

From  the  great  comroerctal  talents  of  the  iren- 
lleman,  I  hsd  expected  that  be  would  have  taken 

cial  »1ewofthe subject, and  have  shown 


thai  I  should  be  among  the  last  to  hold  on  upon 
Ksirieiions  injarioas  to  the  eomraunity.  Hadit 
been  in  the  power  of  the  gendeman,  no  doubt  he 
would  haTs  done  ii.  I  therefore  takeit  for  grnnt- 
cd.  thai  under  ezislina' eircutnstBnces,  no  benelit 
would  result  to  the  n  on  est  and  upright  trader. 
Protided  the  genileiDBn  could  olliaio  his  object, 
nothiog  but  hazsrd,  difficulty,  and  danger,  would 
be  preacDted,  independeDt  if  national  degradation 
and  dishonor. 
%.  There  has  been  laid  upon  oor  table*,  this  morn- 
JDg,  a  docnment  contnftlng.  petition*^  which  were 
presented  two  years  ago.'  1  have  not  had  tine  to 
look  into  them,  but,  ai  well  is  my  rQemory  aerres 
me.  They  contain  language  and  aentinients^very 
diSereoi  from  the  language  of  those  of  the  pres- 
eni  day,  and, from  the  self-same  qnarier  of  the 
United  States,  too.     They  pray  a  further  attempt 


n  in  support  of  the  measures  ibat  the 
QorerDmest  ma?  adopt  in  viadication  of  their 
just  rights.  1  call  updn  gentlemen — parlioularly 
the  gentlemsQ  from  Massachusetts— to  eiamioe 
ifae  grierances  they  complain  of.  It  was  nothiog 
more  or  teas  thin  i  violation  of  a  commerce  car- 
ried on  by  the  raerchacis  of  this  cooniry  from  an 
enemT's  colony  to  the  mother  country.  This,  sir, 
iras  the  complaint  in  which  the  pledge  was  giren 
(O  shed  their  blood  in  ca^e  of  failure.  Well,  sir, 
The  rery  steps  were  tak^n,  and  negotiatitin  com- 
fittelj  exhansied  upon  the  subject;  atid  ^as  is 
contamed  in  the  report  gf  the  select'cominillee) 
nothing  but  insult,' added  to  injury,  is  the  result. 
Tet,  wre  are  told  that  these  very  people  will  not 
submit  to'the  lawa  of  their  country.  I  Cannot 
bring  n>y  mind  to  belipre  this  to  be  the  cbara'clet 
of  the  good  citizens  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
notwitnstanding  the  gentleman's  strong  assertiot's 
(o  ibe  contrary.  If  the  gentleman  is  determined 
tipon  resistance,  and  that  upon  the  sea,  where  is 
be  to  find  an  enemy?  France,  we  are  told,  has 
not  a  rag  of  saihupon  the  ocean.  Doe*  the  gen- 
tleman mean  to  invade  the  Emffcror  Napoleon's 
territory,  or  does  he  me«o  to  attack  Oreat  Brit- 
«ia,  the  mistress  of  the  ocean,  who,  we  are  em- 


•ort  of  resistance  is  too  idle  to  merit  aeiious  ean- 
sideration. 

Mr.BicoN. — Inall  thcTariotisdiscnssions  which 
hare  ansen  in  the  House  on  the  great  mbject  of 
our  foreign  relations,  and  on  the  general  course  of 
oieasnreswbich  were  adopted  in  reference  to  them, 
in  the  courseof  the  laat  setiion,  I  do  not  at  prea^ 
eot  recollect  having  occupied  tfa«  time  of  the 
Howe  in  lislaniDg  to  any  obaervationa  (rf  mine  on 


those  general  subjects.  1  have  heretofore  forborne 
from  trespassing  upon  their  patience  on  two  con- 
siderations— because  I  bad  been  persuaded  thai 
he  discussion  was  already  in  much  abler  bands 
.ban  ray  own,  and  because!  was  strongly  im[vesscd 
with  a  eooFiction,  thai,  in  the  perilous  and  mo- 
mentous crisis  towhich  the  afiairs  of  this  country 
hadbcen  for  the  year  past  verging,  both  the  House 
and  the  nation  required  from  their  Represeuia- 
'*"-  on  this  floor  less  argument  and  more  actiotl 
IS  declamation  and  more  decision.  I  am  now 
fuliy  Bensible  that  both  these  oonsidei-Rtions  con- 
tinue to  exist  in  their  full  force,  and  thai  the  inter- 
ests of  [he  people  will  not  always  be  best  subserved 
him  who  occupies  their  time  with  (he  moat 

iborate  speeches,  or  amuses  them  with  the  best 
cbosen  rhelorlcak  figures. 

Impressed  with  thefnllforcebf  these  reflections, 
I  should  siill  have  continued  to  listen  'lo  others, 

8Jlence,ihadI  notconceivedmyselfpretly  londly 
called  upon  by  the  obserTHlions  of  my  colleague 
yesterday,  and  did  I  not  think  it  a  duty  at  this 
early  period  to  rescue  the  report  of  Ibe  select  com- 
mittee (one  of  whom  I  had  the  honor  )o  be)  from 
those  imputations  which  have  been  improperly 
heaped  upoii  it  by  him ;  as  also  to  meet  some  of 
those  remarks  which  he  seemed  lo  direct  partic- 
niarly  to  myself. 

-  That  gentleman  opened  his  addresti  by  ezpreaa- 
ing  his  entire  and  unqualified  concurrence  in  Ibe 
broad  position  which  is  set  up  in  that  general  res- 
olution reported  by  the  select  committed,  which 
Wheioreus.  And  what  was  bis  reason  ?  Be- 
e,'said  he,  that  resolation,  if  adopted,  must  be 
considered  as  a  specific  pledge,  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  for  an  entire  departure  from  that  general 
systemof  restrictive"  policy  which  has  been  pur- 
sued during  the  past  year.  If  the  eentleman, 
indeed,  viewed  the  resolution  in  this  light,  why 
Would  he  not  suSer  it  (o  glide  through  with  that 
silent  and  general  acquiescence  which  on  all  hands 
seemed  to  be  promised  to  it?  Why  step  aside, 
with  so  much  zeal,  to  attack  that  system,  which, 
upon  his  sappositioo,  no  one  was  about  any  more 
to  defend  1  .Why  make  it  the  great  laboring  point 
of  his  very  labored  and  systematic  argument,  to 
discredit  that  odious  embargo  system  which  he 
afiecied  to  think  everyone  was  How  about  to  give 
up?.  Whs  it  because  his  hostility  to  it  was  so 
deep  that  he  could  not  bear  to  see  it  die.  unless  be 
had  a  band  in  eoatributing  toils  exit,  and  was  de- 
termined to  show  his  Constiioenis,  that,  in  ibe  lan- 
guage pf  sportsmen,  healso  was  in  "at  the  death  ^ 
The  only  reason  which  I  recollect  to  have  been 

Siven  by  him  for  bis  unusual  course,  was,  that  the 
iture  adherence  lo  this  enlbargo  system  was  spe- 
cifically recommended  by  tUe  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Whatever  may  be  the  future  judgment 
of  this  House  on  thepolicy  of  continuing  thia 
measure  for  a  longer  period.  Or  assuming  a  differ* 
ent  position,  I  assert  that  {to  such  recommeodaiioa 
is  cOntaieed  in  that  report;  and  it  is  inconceiva- 
ble lo  me  on  what  part  of  it  the  getitlemati  will 
support  his  assertion.  So  far  from  this,  that  the 
decision  of  that  ^reat  question,  and  the  expedi- 
ency of  electing  either  that  or  another  alternatire, 
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is  eipresslf  left  open  to  ihe  House  by  the  ci 

raiilee  ihemsc IvM.     [Mr.B.  here  read  the  foil. 
log  paragraph,  from  the  report,  jo  justification  of 

"On  ■  qtiBstion  of  luch  difficultj,  involving  the 
moit  important  inteieata  of  the  Union,  and  irhicb  hu 
not  peihap*  until  lately  been  soiEciently  coniidered, 
your  coramitteo  think  the  Uauee  slo'ne  competent  to 
{nonouncB  a  decitiive  opinion;  and  they  have,  in  Ihia 
repoit,  confined  Ihemielvea  to  an  cxpositiaa  of  the  aub- 
ject,  and  to  such  introductmy  reiolutiotia  u  irill  be 
equallj  applicable  to  cither  BiternstiTe." 

The  ^eDtleraao,  therefore,  is  eTidently  Dtlerly 
UDBUpported  in  impuliog  to  the  report  what  it  ex- 
preGaly  disavows ;  and  caonol  certainly  justify  the 
course  which  he  look  by  any  apoioay  of  this  sort. 
But,  even  if  the  question  of  the  embargo  was  ooe 
which  could  properly  arise  om  of  any  pan  of  the 
system  recommeodcd  by  the  cotBRiiiiee,  it  cer- 
Utnlf  was  in  no  degree  connected  with  ihe  gen- 
eral declaratory  resolution  now  under  considera- 
tion. And  the  gentieroan's  observations,  if  appli- 
cable Coin  y  si  age  of  the  discussion,  were  obTiously 
premature,  »nd  '"a  leapirg  before  he  came  to  the 
stile."  The  same  remark  would  apply  to  the 
ohserTatioBK  which  we  heard  from  the  friend  (po- 
litical friend,  I  meau)of  my  colleague,  from  Ken - 
lucky,  but  which  it  is  impossible  I  should  think 
of  answering  on  this  floor.  That  the  last-men- 
tioned gentleman  should  have  suffered  himself  to 
wander  iuto  so  irregular  a  course,  Is  not  at  all 
surprising— he  is  not  a  standing  professor  of  me- 
thod. But  my  honorable  colleagueiaa  man,  who, 
in  the  courie  of  his  every-day  discussions  io  this 
Honse,  entrenches  himself  in  all  the  niceties  of  a 
special  pleader.  He  is  a  mao  of  fine  distinctions, 
of  dirisionsand  subdiTi;ions,and  who  will  gener- 
ally war  upon  a  single  word  which  he  finds  out 
of  ihe  rank?,  and  wage  bosiiliiy  upon  a  straggling 
adverb.  Much  more,  then,  should  Ibave  expected 
that  be  would  not  have  allowqed  himself  10  stray 
into  an  argument  so  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  sub- 
ject immediately  before  the  Committee,  and  into 
observation*  so  entirely  premature.  The  gentle- 
man (to  use  the  language  of  the  dayl  raised  the 
embargo  upon  his  ami-embargo  speech  before  the 
time.  Whether  it  was  because  it  has  been  so  long 
on  band,  that,  like  some  other  articles,  it  might 
have  spoiled  by  longer  keeping,  1  will  not  uoder- 
tabe  10  say.  But,  although  the  coarse  which  the 
gentleman  took,  in  his  view  of  the  subject  before 
us,  might  not  itself  be  correct,  yet  I  feel  myself 
now  in  some  measure  jnsufied,  if  not  strongly 
called  upon,  to  follow  him  in  some  of  those  re- 
marks upon  our  past  measures  and  present  slate, 
which  he  has  presented  to  the  Committee. 

The  first  remark  of  bis  which  demands  notice 
mt  present,  is,  that  the  principles  which  he  found 
«Vowedintbe  report  of  the  select  committee  were 
loathsome  io  his  view,  and,  di^raceful  to  the  na- 
tion, As  the  gentleman  has  seen  fit  on  this  point 
to  deal  only  in  general  allegations,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  Vindicate  iroin  his  reproaches  any  of 
those  particular  nosilions  which  are  so  much  the 
object  of  bis  abnorrence.  Is  it  that  concluditig 
paragraph  whichissoofieasive  to  the  gentleman 7 


"  And  it  may  not  be  nacless  that  every  fareigQ  nslioB 
should  nnderstand  that  ila  aggresaiona  never  will  ba 
justified  or  encouraged  by  an  j  desciiptioo  of  American 

citizens.  For, the  question  for  every  ciliwn  now  is,  whe- 
ther he  will  rally  muoit  the  GoTatnment  of  his  cbmc*, 
or  enlist  under  foreign  banaera?  Whether  he  will  b« 
Tar  hia  country,  or  against  his  couutiy  1" 

I  hope  it  was  not  this  senilmenl  which  bore 
with  it  50  loathsome  a  relish ;  but  it  is  not  for  me 
to  select  those  parts  of  it  which  he  is  ofleoded 
with,  and  which  he  has  denounced  only  hy  geii' 
eral  allegations.  The  gentleman  had  before,  in 
commenting  on  the  general  resolution  reported 
by  the  committee,  remarked  that  ho  was  opposed 
usually  to  abstract  legislation,  end  general  declar- 
atory resoluitoDs,  viewing  it  as  he  did  to  be  usu- 
ally the  reiiort  of  weakness  or  of  ignorance ;  and 
yet  he  can  himself  thus  deal  in  general  and  sweep- 
ioff  dcnuncialiona  of  that  report.  Jl  is  not  foi 
me  to  make  (he  application  of  his  former  maxim. 
Bat,  says  tha-  gentleman,  of  what  use  can  be  lite 
deqlaraiion  which  is  set  up  in  this  lesolulion,  that 
the  rights,  hotior,  and  independence,  of  our  conn- 
try  were  violated  by  the  edicts  of  Great  Britaia 
and  Prance — for  wno  questions  iiT  I  am  glad, 
sir,  to  hear  at  last,, from  so  high  authority,  that 
there  can  be  no  question  raised  on  this  point. 
Accustomed  as  I  hav^  beeu  for  a  long  time  past 
to  be  told,  through  i\\e  medium  of  loo  many  of 
those  prostituted  gazettes  which  live  upon  the 
perverted  passions  of  the  day,  aod  disgrace  the 
oatioa  which  supports  them,  that  lhi&  Oovern- 
ment  and  not  Great  Britain  were  the  real  aggres- 
sors in  the  present  controversy ;  that  she,  instead 
of  being  the  injuring,  was  in  truth  the  injured 
parly,  and  bad  therefore  the  beat  right  to  com- 
plain. I  rejoice  to  see  these  calumnies  at  last  pot 
down  by  so  commanding  an  authority,  and  hope 
that,  from  this  lime,  the  public  are  to  be  imposed 
upon  by  them  no  longer.  To  those  unquestion- 
[ionable  iorasionsof  our  JiatioBul  rights,  thegea- 
tliman  further  agrees,  io  general  terms,  that  ihia 
nation  ought  not  Io  submit.  But  what,  says  he, 
do  your  jiast  measures  amount  10  but  submission? 
I  well  know  that  this  language  has  been.the  catch- 
word of  newspaper  argumeai  during  the  Summer 
past,  aod  ani  not  altogelber  surprised  at  hearing. 
the  sophism  renewed  at  this  time — and  how  does 
the  geatieman  proceed  to  prove  it?  Submission, 
says  he,  is  the  agreeing  to  a  thing  ordered  by  ait- 
Qther  in  the  manner  that  he  prescribes,  or  refraiti- 
ing  to  do  a  ihiog  that  he  prohibits  you  from 
doing.  Englajid  says  thai  we  shall  not  trade  with 
France  and  her  allies,  and  they,  in  their  turn,  say 
that  we  shall  not  trade  with  England.  We  pro- 
hibit altogelber  the  trade  with  both.  His  con- 
clusion is,  that  we  submit  to  the.coursc  prescribed 
by  both.  But,  sir.  is  the  refraining  from  our  trade 
with  both  those  Powers  pursuing  that  course  at 
conduct  which  the  interest  of  either  of  them  de- 
mands, or  the  policy  and  spirit  of  ihejr  ediela 
against  us  evidently  holds  forth?  It-is  as  mttch 
the  interest  and  the  wish  of  Great  Britain  tbal 
we  should  continue  our  trade  wtih  her,  as  that 
weshotild  forbear  it  with  France  and  her  alliea^ 
Wliai  have  we  said  by  the  embargo?— tbat  >re 
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will  forbeBT  the  laller  and  cominue  Ihe  rorraer? 
No.  Bui  tt^BC,  unless  yaa  take  dfT  your  interdic- 
tJODS  again&t  tbal  trade  wbich  you  wi^h  to  de- 
prire  us  of,  yo-a  shaU  not  have  Ihe  beuefils  of  ihat 
other  trade  which  it  is  yaur  iuteresi  ai)d  your 
wish  to  have  us  purine.  The  policy  of  the 
French  edicts,  anit  their  efTecl  upon  oar  Lnvrreiis 
and  [igfalB  beiog  precisely  similar  the  measuie 
which  we  mete  to  them  is  also  the  same.  Ajain. 
uys  the  geoileman,  the  embargo  is  not  only  sub- 
missioti  to  both,  but.it  is  aiding  directly  the  policy 
of  both  against  each  other — fbt,  says  he,  the  ob- 
ject of  France  is  to  compress  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain.  The  witiidrawmi;  of  our  Ira<)e 
aids  ifaat  policy.  The  policy  of  Oreat  Britain  is 
to  cat  up  DFtiiral  trade  to  France,  and  thereby 
excite  discontent  and  revolt  amonj;  ber  subjects, 
and  the  withdrawing  of  our  trade  aid^  Ibat  policy. 
By  the  gentleman'-i  own  argumeot.  tben,  it  is 
proved  that  the  embargo  Las  operated  as  a  rora.<!- 
ure  ol'  compression,  of  inconvenience,  or,  in  other 
wards,  of  coercion  against  both  Powers;  upon 
Great  Brilaiii,  by  compressing  and  narrowing  her 
trade,  and  opoD  France,  by  withholding  her  cns- 
lomarr  supplies;and  the  very  same  argument  by 
which  be  attempts  to  prove  that  it  is  in  accord- 
•Dce  -with  the  policy  of  the  one,  provesalso  that 
it  ia  in  hostility  with  (hat  of  the  other;  Ihat  it  is, 
•o  far  as  it  goes,  resistance;  and  this  is  aU  that 
iras  ever  contended  for  hv  its  advocates.  I  take 
the  gentleman  now  solely  upon,  his  own  argu- 
ment, wiihout  drawing  to  my  aid  other  coosider- 
Btions  which  slreogthen  and  explain  this  conclu- 
KOB.  But  ibe  gentleman  will  allow. nothing  to 
be  coaiidered  as  resistance,  which  is  not  bottomed 
on  powder  and  hall;  every  other  tneaBnre,'Bsone 
of  coeicioD,  must  he  subtnission.  Ia  the  natural 
Vorld.  every  order  of  animals  U  endowed  with 
its  own  peculiar  weapons' of  annoying  its  antag- 
onist, a'od  waging  war  in  ii3  defeoce;'and  most 
«i'  them  are  dilfei-ent  from  each  olheit.  Would  it 
b«  strange  if  there  was  a  similar  variety  in  the 
orgsnizaiion  of  Datinn!!.  Because  Great  Britain 
wageshoslilily  only  byshipaof  warandgr.eatguns^ 
does  it  follow  that  ibis  country  cannot  and  must 
not  atiempl  to  do  it  in  any  other  mode,  at  least 
for  a  temporary  period?. or,  because  Napoleon 
attacks  bis  eoemies-witb  muskets  and  bayoneli, 
must  (he  United  States  he  allowed  to  use  only 
iboae  weapooH?  Kven  in  open  and  actual  war, 
fortresses  are  not  always  takeii  by  opet>  and  direct 
assault;  it  is  frequently  found  most  practic^ible 
to  reduce  ibem  by  the  slower  operstions  of  a 
•iFge-and  the  withholding  of  supplies..  This  may 
aiutoes  be  the  policy  of  a  nation,  and  before  othei 
means  are  resorted  to,  may  be  a  prudent  and  a 
wise  policy.  Those  means  failing',  they  must,  to 
be  sore,  m  the  last  re^rl,  rely*  npon  that  which 
is  emphaljcally  called  the  lastapneal  of  nations, 
and  rest  their  vindication  u;)on  the  sword;  and 
tipoD  that  I  Iriui  we  shall,  if  neceuary,  not  be 
backward  id  rest  ours. 

Proceeding  as  he  has  heretofore  done  to  repre- 
aeat  to  this  Hnuse  the'  interests  and  the  senti- 
neais,  not  only  of  all  his  own  congiitaeots,  but 
those  of  the  whole  body  of  Mauacbu setts,  the 


genlleinan  declares,  that,  in  that  Slate,  the  opin- 
ion that  the  embargo  must  at  all  events  be  re- 
moved, is  not  only  general,  but  universal  with 
every  man  of  evafy  party.  Sir,  I  protest  against 
the  right  or  authority  of  my  colk'ague  to  brioE 
before  thin  House  the  unanimous  sentiments  of 
Massachusetts,  or  to  undertake  in  himself,  alone, 
10  represent  their  united  interests.  That  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  have  suffered,  and  are  now  suf- 
ferinjT  inucb.  from  the  present  preai^ure  of  our 
naticnal  Concerns,  is  not  denied;  that  they  nil 
ardently  desire  that  out  commerce  should  be 
opened  so  soon  as  is  compatible  with  the  great 
interests  oC  the  nation,  cannot  be  doubleii ;  in  this 
wish  the  interest  and  the  most  lineere  desires  of 
all  here,  as  welt  as  there,  must  unite.  They  have 
ardently  hoped  that  such  a  repeal  might  take 
place  consistent  with  ih^  policy  on  which  these 
laws  were,  originally  founded  at 'the  opening  of 
Congress;  and  they,  as  well  as  the  Government 
itself,  bad  -the  beil  reasoo  lo  suppose,  al  a  Partic- 
ular period,  that  this  might  have  been  done.  But 
that  llie  undirided  voice  of  the  people  of  Massa- 
cbusetl^  bas  ever  been  expressed  unequivocally, 
that  the  embargo  ought,  at  all  events,  and  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  existing  or  fuiur«  itaie  of 
things,  to  be  forthwith  removed,  is  a  position  of 
which  Ibat  gentleman  has  no  evidence.  Oa  this 
subject,  the  opinions  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
ciiiiens  of  MasBacbuseits,  litte  Ihose  of  their 
brethren 'elsewhere,  have  been  formed  upon  no 
decisive  system  of  measare>;  ibey  repose  with 
as  ranch  cooGdence  as  they  ought  lo  do,  io  the 
wisdom  and  ii^formatioo  of  the  Governmenl,  fot 
the  adoption  of  that  course  which,  under  all  cir- 
cumsiancesj'sball  be  thought  the  most  prudent 
and  eligible,  ami  in  that  cofjrse,  whatever  it  shall 
be,  they  will,  I  trust,  acquiesce  as  good  citizens, 
and  carry  it  into  eSect  with  an  undivided  will. 
But,  coQiing  bere,  says  the  genlleman,  under  the 
impressidn  of  this  universal  senliment,  that  the 
embargo  must  be  removed,  and  meeting  with 
men  who,  after  hearing  the  incantations  of  the 
great  enchanter,  intimate  that  it  may  be  best 
longer  to  continue  it,  I.  feel  uttei^y  astonished, 
seem  to  have  got  into  the  regioqs  of  magic,  anij 
ask  whether  this  House  is  mad!  Sir,  it  would* 
not  be  the  first  instance  wherein  the  madman 
himseir  hat  fancied  ibat  his  own  insanity  was 
imputable  to  others.  There  is  an  emioeitt  in- 
staace  io  sacred  writ,  wherein  madoess  was  un- 
justly charged  upon  one  who  spoke  to  his  accuser 
only  Ihe  words  of  truth  and  soberness.  But  i£. 
Ihe  gentleman  means  to  ititimale,  that  by  the  in- 
cantations of  any  man  or  men,  ihe  members  of 
this  Houae  are  operaled  upon  by  any  undue  ia- 
Huence,  independeDI  of  their  qwn  judgment  and 
views  of  pruprieiy;  in'behalf  of  myself  and  Ihose 
with  whom  I  am  generally  happy  in  acting,  I 
repel  tbe  char^,  and  pronounce  it  allogetber  un- 
merited. We  know  of  no  such  encha'niment,aud 
we  act  under  none.  The  insinuation,  if  so  in- 
tended, is  altogether  uitwiirrBnted.. 

We  are  asked  by  the  genlleman,  in  the  com- 
mon language  of  the  dayMvhether  any  man  think* 
that  the  people  of  New  England  are  to  be  indefi- 
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nitelj  prohibited  from  ibe  usf  of  the  oceaa,  aod 
commerce  perpetually  abandoned  1  The  very 
words  of  the  report  which  he  so  much  reprobates 
furnishes  the  best  answer  (o  this  suggestioD.  ll 
is  (here  slated,  that — 

"The  asSTCMEOps  of  England  and  Fr^cs  oallect- 
iTelj.  affecting  alMiiwt  the  whole  ofouc  commarce,  and 
periiited  in,  notwithitandiog  iep«atnl  mnonitrances, 
eiplanitiona,  and  propoMtioas,  the  moat  candid  and 
oneiceptionable,  are,  to  all  inteoti  and  purpose*,  b 
niBiitiniB  war  waged  bj  both  nationa  agaitiit  the  Uni- 
ted Statei.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  (he  ultimata  and 
only  effectual  mmle  of  reaiating  that  warfare  if  per- 
aitted  in,  ia  war.  A  permanent  ■uipenaion  of  cam- 
merce,  after  repeated  and  unsTiilmg  efforta  to  obtain 
poace,  woald  not  properlj  be  reaiitance;  it  would  be 
withdrawing  from  iae  conteit,  and  abandoning  onr 
indieput^blp  right  freely,  to  navigate  the  ocean.  The 
present  unaettled  (tate  of  the  world,  the  eilraordinarj 
aituation  in  which  the  United  Statea  afe  placed,  and 
the  nneaaitj,  if  war  be  reaorled  to,  of  making  it  at  the 
Mme  ^time  againit  both  nations,  and  iheae  the  two 
moat  powerful  of  the^roild,  are  the  principsi  cauaei  of 
heaitalion.  There  would  be  none  in  resorting  to  that 
lemedy,  however  calamitous,  if  a  aeleclion  could  be 
made  on  any  principle  of  jualice,  or  without  a  sacri- 
fice of  national  indepeodence." 

The  idea  of  this  perpetual  abandanment  of  the 
oce&D,  to  often  held  up  as  tho  catch-word  of  purty, 
ii  ezpressiy  negBllTCtl  by  the  report,  and  Piists  no 
where  but  in  the  imagiaation  of  those  who  sound 
it.  If  we  can  ultimately  make  our  way  upon  the 
oceBD  by  no  other  raeank.  Ire  must  fight  it  there ; 
the  only  quesiioD  ia,  when  is  the  proper  period  tu 

In  his  remarbs  upon  some  obaervaiions  which 
fell  from  me  In  the  course  of  out  secret  session, 
my  colleague  asks  triumphantly,  What  are  the 
means  which  I  possess  of  knowing  the  actual  sil- 
QalioQ  of  the  vatious  classes  of  people  in  Massa- 
chusetts, under  the  operation  of  the  embargo?  I 
have  travelled  more  than  once,  during  the  Sum- 
mer past,  from  the  seaboard  to  the  western  fron- 
tiers of  that  Slate.  Has  the  gentleman  himself 
done  Bs  much?  But  hare  I  been  in  (he  cities, 
seen  the  general  desertion  of  their  streets,  and 
the  shipa  rotting  at  ihs  wharves?  Yea,  air,  I 
hare  been  -more  than  once  in  more  than  one  of 
onr  principal  cities,  but  have  not  seen  that  total 
desertion  of  the  streets  which  is  spoken  of.  I 
have  seen,  indeed,  a  great  contrast  to  the  pictorp 
exhibited  in  those  times  of  profe'und  peace  and 
unparallelled  prosperity  which  immediaielr  pre- 
ceded the  present  elagnation  of  busineis^  But  I 
have  siill  seen  much  occupation  and  pretty  gen- 
eral employment  of  some  sort  or  other,  foe  most 
■  classes  of  the  citizens,  but  have  seen  or  heard  of 
nooneslar^ing  in  those  st»eeti.  But  have  I  con- 
Tersed  with  merchants?  Yes,  sir,  I  have  even 
conversed  with  merchants;  have  been  to  this  ora- 
cle of  all  wisdom,  OS  the  gentleman  seems  to  look 
Upon  them.  I  have  conversed  freely  with  more 
than  pne  merchant,  who  bad  himself  as  many  of 
his  skips  rotting  at  his  wharves,  as  had  moat  mer- 
chants of  our  country,  and  have  found  'many  of 
them,  though  luflering  (heir  full  propnriion  of  the 


general  pressure  of  (be  times,  satis&ed  that  noth- 
ing bet'tcr  could  have  been  done ;  convinced,  chat 
by  the  adontion  of  any  other  alternative,  ther 
could  not  have  expected  .immediate  relief,  and 
willing  to  forego  their  immediate  interest  for  the 

fenernl  good  of  our  country;  with  a  full  conS- 
ence  that  Oovernment  had  done  the  best  that 
was  in  iis  power  for  their  relief  It  it  far  from 
my  intention  to' he  understood  that  the  state  of 
OUT  national  afl'airs  has  not  been  sensibly  felt,  and 
the  industry  of  our  cilixens  much  paralyzed,  id 
(hat  part  otour  country, -by  theoperation  of  these 
measures.  It  certainly  has.  But  mv  object  has* 
been,  both  now  and  the  other  day,  only  to  eipresa 
my  opinion,  that  the  tragic  picture  of  general  ruin 
and  universal  suffering  drawn  by  my  colleague, 
a  ruin  so  wide  that  every  eye  could  see  it,  and  a 
suffering  so  deep,  that  every  man  must  feci  it  be- 
'yond  endurance,  was  altogether  overcharged  and 
exaggerated,  and  (hb, -so  far  as  my  information 
extends,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  asserting. 

It  is  pronounced  in  an  emphatic  and  command- 
ing style,  by  the  gentleman,  that  these  laws  must 
be  repealed,  and  for  this  imperative  reason,  that 
the  public  mind  is  agHinsi  us,  that  we  cannot  ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  enforce  ihertf  much  longer  hj 
any  means,  and  that  there  exists  a  control  orer 
this  body  ip  the  nature  of  ihin^  aud  in  (he  Con- 
stitntion.  Sir,  I  agree  there  la  a  bonirol,  in  the 
ConstitntioD,  over  all  our  ac(s ;  bnt  I  had  hoped, 
after  this  qu^tion  had  once  been  submitted,  as  it 
has  been,  to  the  decision  of  that  tribunal  vhoae 
iudgmenis  that  gentleman  and  his  friehdi  had 
been  heretofore  so  machjn  (he  habit  of  respect- 
ing, and  when,  after  a  solemn  arguii»enl,  an  ©pin- 
ion sanctioning  their  eonstilutioDalitjr  had  been 
given  upon  great  deliberation  and  advisement,  h/f 
a  judge  «f  great  legal  weight  and  'personal  re- 
spectabili^,  and  whose  opinion,  from  bia  knowa 
political  character,  could  not  be  suspected  of  any 
parly  views;  after  all  this,  I  had  hoped  that  we 
should  have  heard  no  more  suggestions  aboni  the 
unconstilotiDoalityOf  thiilaw;  particniirty  frona 
a  quarter  where  we  had  been  accustomed  to  hear 
the  doctrine  that  the  judicial  power  was  supreme, 
controlling  not  only  the  exercise  of  individual 
rights,  but  also  the  power  of  every  other  branch 
of  the  Government.  But  we  are  told  tdai  ■  judi- 
iiial  decision  is  one  thing,  a  popular  decision  may 
be  another.  Indeed,  sir,  has  it  come-to  this,  that 
having  appealed  from  the  opinions  of  yoctr  legia- 
lative  department,  in  all  its  branches,  to  that  om- 
cle  of  the  Conttiiution,  the  Judiciary,  and  Bndiog 
even  that  against  them,  we  are  now  to  be  threat- 
ened by  an  appeal  to  the  people,  ov«r  the  heada 
of  the  whole  Oovernment?  It  is  now  some  years 
since  the  country  was  put  into  fermentation  by 
(he  irregular  conduct  of  a  foreign  incendiary,  in 
affecting  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  your  £s- 
ecndvebraneh  alone,  and  I  did  not  expect  le 
have  seen  this  course  of  conduct  so  aoon  revived 
in  a  more  exceptionable  manner  fay  my  honorable 
colleague.  But  when  he  speaks  of  a  control  over 
our  proceedings  existing  in  nature,  what  can  he 
~  ~  a  ?  He  says,  not  by  open  insurrection.  Sir, 
1st  that  coDstderaliotit  of  a  control,  exiating 
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onr  ite  acts  of  this  Ooreniment  i|i  any  source 
except  ih«  limiiatinna  of  our  ConsiiiuiioD.  will 
ool  be  sufierfd  ta  inSuence  our  judgments  in  the 
exercise  of  our  represeniative  functions;  they 
ODgbl  not  10  do  it,  and  I  trust  they  will  not.  Bui 
the  public  seDiiment.  we  are  told,  is  selling  loo 
strooglr  agaicat  tis,  and  it  is  to  vain  to  think  of 
executing  our  laq^s  in  de&aace  of  public  opinion. 
It  would  be  in  vain,  sir,jo  conceal  ih^i  die  public 
prejudice  in  the  Easiern  seciioo  of  the  Union  has 
been  loo  suocevfillly  opcrsted  apOn  by  dengoioK 
•men,  and  a  spirit  of  opposition  lo,  and  erasioD  of, 
these  laws,  most  shamefully  excited.  And  how 
ias  tbis  neFarious  object  been  effected  T  By  the 
grossest  misrepreseniations  aod  mast  palpable 
petTcrsioDS  of  the  objects,  the  caoses,  and  the 
pdicy  of  this  abused  measure.  By  cslumniei  and 
missutemeDts  emanatiog  loo  often  apparently 
from  the  seat  of  this  QoTernmeut.  I  have  now  in 
tny  bandaa  samplaof  ooeof  them,  which, among 
a  iboQsand  others  of  the  same  sort,  has  acciden~ 
(ally  faltcn  under  ray  notice.— [Mr.  B.  here  read 
the  foltowinir  eilraci  of  a  tetter  in  the.  fiostoA 

.  Bepertory,  of  the  22d  instaoc,  purporting  to  be 
written  from  Washiogton  and  tiated  Noremler 
15,1808:]  ' 

"It  is  Mid  (uid  theraeui  be  no  donbt  of  the  hct) 
(hat  Mi.  A.Tmstn>ng  has  wrilteq  a-lctter  in  which  in 
has  thii  obMrration  :  ■  Wa  hiTs  ^eatty-OTrrrstid  our 
ueana  ofcotniaD,  die  etnbarga  a  not  folt  herc^  and  in 
Engluid  it  is  fnrgotlen.  1  niah  it  w»  raised.'  Jiat- 
witbatanding  this,  these  stupid  pdliticistU  are  detei- 

-  nined-to  keep  it  oa until  the;  altngeiher  ilestroj  joac 
cMmoercei  and  T  beliere  it  woald  give  them  not  tbe 
least  nneaaiiien  to  «•  a  lighted  torch  pnt  to  four 
diipi[HDg  at  the  taharves;  indeed,  I  hsTo  heard  some 
of  Uieo  say  ■■  mneb."  > 

Sir,  I  hope  misrepreseiitaiioos  of  this  'sort  do 
noi  isaue  directly  from  this  House,  and  yel  the 
seoiimeoi  which  has  jast  been  read  is  loo  much 
\n  accordance  with  tbe  representations  which,  io 
the«oorse  of  the  last  Spring,  were  given  in  haad- 
billi,  circulated  ib  acerialo  part  of  Massaehusetls, 
purporliog  to  be  an  address  made  to  a  public  meet- 
ing of  his  constitijeDis  by  ao  honoiable  member 
of  Ihia  Honse,  who  had  Just  come  front  the  seat 
of  oDr  deliberations.  We  were  there  told  of  con- 
fideotial  and  nodiaguised  disclosures  made  to  that, 
fSDileman  by  members  of  thrs  House  from  the 
Soalbero  seclion  of  the  Union,  that,  in  their  opin- 
ioo,  onr  naiioDal  commerce  was  rather  ao  injury 
than  a  benefit,  and  that  its  ffdvantages  were  not 
worth  its  protection.     I  do  not  know  whether  the 

gmllemau  to  whom  the  propagation  of  such  ia- 
rmation  was  ibus  publicly  imputed,  is  willing 
to  be  resDDosible  tot  that  which  was  attributed  to 
bim  in  tue  poblicalion  lest  aliuded  to ;  nor  have 
I  heard  that  he  has  contradicted  it.  aod  the  dec- 
laration has  been'  left  to  work  its  effect  npoD  pub- 
lic prejudice.  Sir,  it  is  by  calumnies  of  this  sort 
that  the  feeliogs  and  jealousies  of  our  citizens 
have  been  played  upon,  aod  this  hostility  against 
your  laws  excited.  And,  after  all,  these'opera- 
lions  have  beea  brought  wto  action,  gentlemen 
come  and  tell  us  that  the  public  opinion  in  Mas- 
lachiMetMis setting  agaidsftaSjaod  that  so  lepng-' 


nanl  are  our  laws  to  the  feelings  and  habits  of  our 
people,  that  lliey  cannot  he  executed.    Sif,  tbe 

people  of  that  State  aud  of  all  New  England,  are 
a  people  vigilant  of  their  true  iotereats;  jealous, 
and  very  properly  jealous,  of  thetr  personal  and 
commercial  rights,  and  resolved  to  vindicate  them 
a(;ainst  wanton,  aggression  from  any  quarter. 
Goaded  as  they  have  -been  by  artifices  like  these, 
and  operated  ifpon  by  misrepresenLalion  of  the 
views  of  their  Southern  brethren,  and  of  the  ob- 
ject and  policy  of  our  laws,  is  it  strange  that  they 
haVe  been  wrought  up  to  feverish  habits,  and  that 
(he  execurion  of  those  laws  is  evaded,  anjd  in  some 
fety  instances  resisted?  I  trust  that  the  means  of 
true  inforhMtisn  which  we  have  lately  diffused 
among  ihem,  will,  in  a  good  riJeasure,  correct 
those  misconceptions,  aiid  allay  those  prejudices 
which  have  been  thus  artfully' And  wickedly 
excited. 

We  are  next  told  by  the  gentleman,  that  yoa 
cannot  identify  the  violator  of  these  taws  with 
tbe  common,  unprincipted  smuggler,  that  thoW 
who  break  them  will  not  be  considered  as  "the 
most  worthless  part  of  nocieiy,"  andiherefore  dis- 
repmable  among  their  fellow-citizens.  And  why, 
sir,' can  you  not?  Because,  says  tie,  the  tempta- 
lioD  to  violate  is  so  strong  thit  human  nature 
cannot  be  expected  lo  resist  it;  that  the  patriot- 
ism of  yoor  merchants,  though  it  may  induce 
them  to  shed  -their  blood  for  tbe  good  of  theii 
country,  cannot  be  expected  to  lead  thrm  to  sacri- 
fices wliich  this  system  calls  for.  It  is,  sir,  a  rule 
in  morals'and  ethics,  thai  virtue  is  not  virtue  un- 
til it  is  put  to  the  lest'  by  the  ordeal  of  temptation } 
so  in'poliiics,  that  sort  of  patriotism  which  can- 
nr>t  withstand  a  jKCuniary  temptation  for  the  good 
of  our  country,  is  not  to  he  counted  upon.  But 
Can  it  be  tliat  the  gentleman  has  given  us  a  cor- 
rect character  oflhe  sort  of  patriotism  of  his  mer- 
cantile frieiNis;  that  they  will  consent  to  almost 
any  sacrifices  for  their  country's- cause,  even  to 
the  spilling  of  ibeir  blood,  bUt  touch  their  prop- 
erty and,  you  touch  them  to  the  quick,  and  tbey 
shrmkT  Sir,  I  trust  he  has  not  done  justice  to 
tbe  character  of  our  merchants,  and  I  cannot  suf- 
fer his  views  of  them  to  prejudice  them  in  my 
esteem.  They  will,  I  trnst,  if  oOr  country  calls, 
offer  up  not  only  their  bodies  and  their  blood  in 
her  cause,  but  will  even  consent  to  part  with  K 
little  of  their  properly,  ifnecessary.  I  know  that 
many  of  them  would  part  with  their  all  rather 
ihso  they  would  brook  dishonor. 

No  man,  it  is  said,  now  believes  thatlthe  pro- 
fessed objectS'Of  laying  tbe  emtiarjro  have  been  or 
can  be  at  all  answered  by  its  conlinuance.  Tbe 
question  of  its  continuance  not  being  noir  before 
the  Hoose,  I  shall  notice  only  some  observations 
of  my  colleague  as  lo  its  past  effects.  Ite  says, 
that,  as  a  saving  of  resojjrces,.  the  loss  sustained 
by  the  country  has  already  been  greater  than  (be 
saving.  And  how  does  he  draw  his  comparison  7 
Sy  resorting  to  an  estimate  of  oar  revenues— of 
the  atnoUQI  of  our  freightage,  and  the  value  of  oar 
shipping,  taken  in  a  year  of  profouod  peace,  and 
at  a  period  of  prosperity  nn«sampled,  not  only  in 
the  history  of  tbis  nation,  but  «f  the  world.    He 
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then  compares  the  aggregate  of  these  wiih  an  ea^ 
limate  of  tite  present  probable  amount  of  rerenue 
accruiug,  aod  the  value  ornurfreiebtageBncI  ship- 
piug.  Bui,  is  ibis  comparison  a  fair  oael  Will 
It  be  preienJed,  that  uuJer  aoy  measure  whieh 
could  have  been  adopted,  lo  meet  the  uoprece- 
dented  stale  of  things  ia  which,  hy  the  violence  of 
other  nations,  we  have  been  placed  doriDg-  the 

East  year,  that  stale  of  prosperity  which  we  had 
efore  enjoyed  would  not  have  eiperienced  a  great 
acd  a  sensible  change — thai  the  amoutit  of  out 
revenues  would  not  have  sufferei]  a  seriout  dimi- 
□  ulion,  and  the  freightage  and  vetiselt  of  our  mer- 
chants have  sunk  lo  a  very  disproportionate  value, 
compared  with  former  limesT     Sir.Jt  cannot  be 

Ereiended  bullhat  such,  under  whatever  me^isures 
ad  been  pursued,  must  have  been  ihe  result. 
The  contrast  presented  to  us  by  the  gentleman  is 
therefore  utterly  fallacious.  Bol  it  may,  with 
propriety,  be  considered,  thai  all. that  portion  of 
our  resources,  which,  bv  being  kept  at  home,  has 
not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  may  he 
said  to  be-  saved  to  ourselves,  even  though  their 
value  in  our  hands  should  be  greatly  dimtnished, 
or  even  aDoihilated.     It  has  not  been  suffered  to 

of  annoyance  against  us,  Thia  consideration  is 
certainly  not  without  its  weiftht. 

The  gentleman  dwells  much  upon  ibe  unequal' 
pressure  of  this  measure,  and  its  unfair  operation 
upon  ihe  different  secliona  of  the  country.  The 
inequality  is,  in  my  view,  by  no  means  so  great 
as  be  supposes.  Lt  affects  most  classes  of  our  coun- 
try who  have  anything  to  affect,  and  those  who 
hare  not,  are  frequently  as  loud  against  it  as  any 
Other  pari.  But  the  same  argument  would  prob- 
ably apply  with  nearly  equal  force  against  any 
other  measure  which,  in  any  eveni.  might  be  ne- 
cessary Lo  assert  our  rights  and  vindicate  our  com' 
merei^l  iiiieresu.  In  the  event  of  war,  (whieh 
ihe  gentleman  allorfs  must  sometimes  be  resorted 
to,)  the  seaboard  aod  frontier  sentlemenis,  being 
niost  exposed,  musl  be  subject  lo  the  grealeat  dep- 
redations,, and  experience  the  severest  pressure. 
The  great  towns  may  be  bombarded,  their  prop- 
erty ravaged,  and  their  habitations  levelled  wiih 
the  ground.  Would  our  cities  therefore  say  that 
we  never  must  have  war,  even  to  save  the  coun- 
try 1  These  partial  anil  unequal  sacrifices  for  ihe 
general  good  always  have  been,  and  always  must 
he^submitled  to.  It  arises  from  the  nalureof  things 
— IS  ineviiable  from  the  situation  of  the  country — 
and  does  not  growuul  of  this  or  any  other  partic- 
ular course  of  measures ;  and  especially  ought  any 
lillle  inequalities  lo  be  submiiled  10,  when  thegreat 
object  of  ihe  measure  is  to  assert  thai  particular 
interest  in  which  ihe  inhabiianta  of  our  cities  are 
supposed  by  the  genilcman  to  have  a  paramount 
in  le  res  I. 

W&  are  warned  hy  ihe  gentleman  nol  to  appeal 
lo  the  apirii  of  1776,  in  aid  of  the  general  course 
of  measures  which  have  been  taken  in  vindication 
of  out  rights.  He  tells  us  thai  the  spirit  of  thai 
day  was  oae' entirely  diS'ereni  from  ihai  which 
governs  the  policy  of  these  times;  thai  il  was  a- 
•pifii  of  Action,  and  not  of  passive  submission— 


3  upon  our  commercial  enterprise, 


not  of  reslriclii 

but  of  aciiv%  

Mr.  Q,U1HCY  here  taid  that  he  had  not  usei  tTie 
words  now  imputed  to  him;  he  said  the  word 
embargo  was  nol  to  be  found  in  Ihe  proceedings 
of  that  day. 

Mr.  Bacon.— I  will,  show  Ihe  gentleman  how 
much  he  will  gain  by  his  play  bpon  words.  [Hb 
then  proceeded  to  read  from  the  Jouroala  of  the 
old  Congress  the  following  paragraphs  from  the 
non-impoilation  and  non-exporialion  association 
of  the  Colonies,  entered  into  by  Congress,  and 
recommended  lo  the  Colonies.]. 

Mr.  Q,ntNcv  asked  what  was  ihe  dale  of  those 
proceedinns  7 

Mr.  Bai;on  answered,  Ocloher  20,  1774. 

Mr.  Q,uii<oy  said,  bis  expression  was,  itiat  no 
such  measure  was  taken  in  1776. 

Mr.  Bacon.— The  gentlemiio  is  welcome  lo  his 
h air-bread tb  escapes  and  bis  repeated  explanations. 
I  will  sooo  bring  himdown  lo  1775— a  period  not 
very  unlike  1776  in  its  principles  and  objects;  nor 
ill  a  non-ei  porta lioD  measure  altogether  different 
from  an  en)targo. 

[The  fallowing  are  the  -paragraphs  referred  to  i} 

"Tcr  obtain  redrcsiol  IhEse  grievancea,  which  threat- 
ened destruction  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of 
His  Msjeaty'*  aubJBCta  in  Pioith  Americi^' ws  are  ol 
opinion' IbKt  a  non-Imporlmtion,  non-consnmptionj  and 
non -expo Italian  ■gieement,  futhfiill;  adhered  to,  will 
prove  the  moil  speedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable  meaar 
urn,  And  theiefore  we  do,  for  ourselves,  and  Ihe  inhab- 
ilantaof  the  several  colonfei,  whom  we  represent,  finnlj 
sgrsB  and  sasaciale,  ander  the  wcmd  lies  pf  virtua, 
hoDOr,  and  love  of  our  caunlry,  «i  fbllows; 

"  1.  That,  from  and  iLfler  the  lit  d^  of  Decemhei 
next,  we  will  not  import  into-  Briliih  America,  froB 
Great  Britain  orlrtland.anygooda,  wares,  or  merchaa- 
disD,  whatsoever;  or,  from  any  oilier  place,  any  inek 
ga6dB,  warrs,  or  merchandise,  aa  shall  have  been  ex- 
ported from  deal  Britain  or  Ireland.  Nor  will  we,  afUr 
that  day,  import  any  Eail  India  tea  from  any  put  at 
Ihe  world ;  nor  en;  iDolaiEea,  airupa,  panelea,  cofiee,  or 
pimento,  frooi  the  British  plantatiens  or  from  Domin- 
ica ;  not  winea  from  Madeira  or  the  Weatem  Islanda, 
nor  foreign  indigo." 

"4.  The  eameat  drnire  we  have  not  to  injnie  our 
tellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  West 
Indies,  induces  us  Is  suspend  a  non-ex porlttioo  until 
the  tenth  day  of  Bepleibber,  1T7G  ;  at  which  time,  if  Cb* 
Slid  acts  and  parts  of  acta  of  tbe  British  Parlismeut, 
hereinafter  meotioned,  are  not  repealed,  we  will  not 
directly  or  indu^ectly  export  any  merchandiM  or  oom' 
modity  whatsoever  lo  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  lh« 
West  Indies,  except  rice  la  Europe." 

Isl  August. 

"Haohtd,  That,  under  the  prohibition,  in  the  said 
BBsociation  contained,  to  export  to  or  import  from  tha 
islands  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  this  Congress  in- 
tends to  con)  prise  all  exportation  to  or  importation  from 
the  islands  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  8ark,  AJdemey,  and 
Han,  and  every  European  island  oetllenient  witfaio  Ih* 
British  dominions;  and  that,  under  the  denomins^n 
of  tha  Weal  Indies,  thia  Congress  means  ta  compr*- 
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whooiMMTer  gorerneil ;  snd  tlto  lb«  Summci  islanJB, 
Bahama  Ulandi,  Berbicia  and  Sunnaii)  on  the  Main, 
and  eraiy  blindftnil  letUemenf  within  the  latitude  of 
the  •oDtbem  lins  of  Georgia  and  the  equator." 

Tbas  far,  sir,  did  ihp  liairiod  of  '76 
theit  nsisiance'lo  foreign  subjugation 
bargo,  and   I   was   indeed  surprised  to  fiear  my 
coirea'gae  eDdeavoring  in  this  point  of  TJew  '■ 
CODtnst  the  policy  of  that  period  andlhe  pre^i 
one.  and   now  shielding  himself  from  his  en 
aoder  a  mere  play  upon  the  words  hy  which, 
different  periods,  the  lame  measure  happened  to 
*be  called.     I  repeat  it,  then,  that  the  sptril  of  the 
ReToluiion  is  Dot  inaptly  invoked  at  this  crisis^ 
ttor   are   ihe   measurEs  of  1808  dishonored  hy  a 
eomparison   with  those  of  '76,     The  objects  of 
that  day  and  of  this  are  substaniisliy  the  narap, 
and  1  trust  that  (he  same  nlleriormeaFures,  and 
tbe  same    spirit  will   be  found,   if  necessary,  to 
carry  a*  ihroaeh  the  struggle. 

Sat  the  gendemBn  pralesis  against  the  suEzes- 
tiOD  of  OUT  having  to  pay  Tribute  under  the  Brit- 
ish ordera,  bem?  brought  mio  the  debate  to  influ- 
ence our  prejudices,  or  alarm  onr  apprehensions; 
be  calls  it  the  mere  stalking-horse  of  party,  and 
begs  that  it  may  be  put  out  of  |he  debate.  He 
will  excuse  us  jf  we  cannot  consent  to  lay  aside 
in  complaisance  to  him  a  consideration  which 
this  Hot^se  and  this  nation  never  can  and  never 
ought  to  overluok.  He  does  not  deny  that  such 
i*  the  requirement  of  the  British  Qovernment; 
that  our  experts  before  they  can  go  frain  this 
eODDtry  to  the  ConfinenJ  of  Europe  shall  first 
CDler  at  a  British  custom-house,  and  pay  a  duty 
to  bt  fixed  by  thai  Government;  but,  mvs  hp, 
there  is  no  danger  that  our  *iierchants  wilt  ever 
pay  it,  because,  by  the  French  decrees,  the  very 
cirCD^^iBuce  of  their  coming  from  England  and 
paying  the  duty,  sobjeels  them  to  conl^scalion  as 
soon  as  they  sliall  arrive  at  a  continental  port. 
Bui  the  gentleman  well  knows  that  such  of  our 
merchants  as  have  been  allured  by  an  improper 
thirst  for  gain,  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of 
gein^with  their  cargoes  from  England  to  the 
CoDlinenI,  notwithstanding  the  decrees;  contri- 
Ting  by  false  and  fogged  papers,  pu'rportigg  to  he 
made  out  from  American  custom-bouses,  to  con- 
ceal the  fact  of  their  having  actualty  sailed  from 
England.  This  is  a  thing  now  of^ public  noto- 
lieiy.  There  i-^.  1  am  told,  more  (ban  one  in- 
atance  of  the  official  evidence  of  it  in  this  ciiy, 
and  il  is  proved  by  British  publications  of  the 
highest  aDlhority  to  have  for  some  time  b«en  a 
course  of  busitiess  ezteosiiely  pursued;  and  it  is 
even  raid  that  there  are  in  London  offices  where 
allthi 

e  principal  port! 
rchased  by  il 
commander  ofan 
make  a  profitable  voyage  to  Ibe  Continent  of 
Borope,  and  unable  to  gel  (here  directly  on  ac- 
coantof  the  British  orders,  to  do.  butwnal  it  Is 
proved  too  many  of  them  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  doing;  Tor  a  long  lime:  visit  Great  Britain, 
pay  the  duty  required  upon  his  cargo  by  (he  acts 
of  Parliameat,  purchase  bis  forged,  papers  giving 


all  the  necessary  papers  for  a  vessel  saitiog  from 
all  the  principal  ports  in  the  United  States  are  to 


the  appearance  of  coming  direcily  from  an 
ricau  port,  and  thus  complete  his  IraudulenI 
voyage.  But|  says  the  geatleman,  we  can  by 
our  laws  prohibit  this  procedure,  and  effectually 
punish  and  prevent' those  whn  would  nihetwise 
be  base  enough  to  attempt  it;  is  this  to  be  believed, 
si'r  1  He  had  but  a  litile  before  told  us  (hat  tha 
temptations  of  profit  to  evade. our  embargo  laws 
were  so  great,  that  our  merchants  could  not  b« 
expected  to  resist  (hem  ;  (hiit  it  was  loo  much  to 
require  of  human  nature,  and  we  could  not  there- 
fore execute  these  lawi  on  our  own  soil.  I  ask 
whether  the  temptations  of  a  profitable  voyage 
to  the  CoQiinenl— and  vastly  profi(ahle  they  are 
when  ihey  can  he  got  through  witb-^will  not 
render  it  quite  as  difficult  for  those  upon  whom 
they  operate  to  resist  them,  and  whether  we  can 
expect  to  repress  (his  spirit  of  cupidity  in  our 
citizens  three  (housand  miles  off,  more  easily 
than  when  ibey  are  upon  our  own  iboresj  Cer- 
tainly not.  This  disgraceful  tribute,  therefore, 
will  be  paid,  and  the  consideration  of  it  i^  a  just 
and  serious  subject  for  our  attention. 

(n  answer  to  the  inr]oiry  which  the  gentleman 
very  properly  anlicipaJed  would  be  pressed  upon 
him  in  relation  to  the  course  which  in  his  judg- 
ment ought  origipally  to  have  been  pursued,  in- 
stead of  (he  one  whieh  he  so  much  reprobates, 
he  very  modes.tly  tells  us,  that  it  ii  not  forbim,  a 
solitary  individual,  (o  offer  his  projec(s  for  lb* 
Gkivernment,  though  our  course,  he  adds,  is  aa 
clear  as  the  milky  way,  if  we  would  but  see  il. 
Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  is  not  generally  so 
over  mDdea(  that  he  dare  not  even  hint  his  pro- 
jects to  the  House;  nor  indeed  ought  be  to  be. 
His  talents  and  infurmatioo  will  eniitle  him  to 
assume  a  very  different  attitude,  and  he  i;  gener- 
ally not  very  backward  in  assuming  it.  If  be  or 
his  friends  have  in  truth  some  grand  specific 
which  would  at  once  cure  afl  the  diiea^s  of  the 
nation,  surely  it  is  but  a  duty  of  natrioliim  in 
them  to  bring  it  forward,  and  let  the  nation  see 
it.  When  they  are  in  the  habit  of  reprobating 
every  other  measure  that  can  be  proponed  or 
adopted,  we  have  a  clear  right  to  demand  of 
ihera  their  project;  we  bqve  a  right  to  ferret 
tbem  out  of  their  lurking  holes,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  nation,  to  demand  a  disclosure ;  but  there 
h  no  danger  of  their  disclosing  that  which  (hey 
have  no(  to  disclose.  They  know  full  well,  (hat 
in  the  peculiar  stale  of  this  country  and  of  tha 
world,  it  is  out  of  human  power  to  point  out  any 
course  which  shall  at  oni!»  assert  our  rights,  and 
not  press  upon  the  popular  pulse  and  the  general 
interest.  It  is  safest,  therefore,. to  deal  in  general 
assertions.  The  gentleman  is  willing  generally 
nut  10  submit;  he  would  resist— hut  how?  Why 
posiibly  it  may  he  war.  The  gentleman  con- 
demns general  abstract  forms  of  legislation,  aa 
the  general  resort  of  weakness  and  fully.  I  do 
uot  think  so  of  his  general  unspecified  profes~ 
sions  in  relation  (o  this  subjecl ;  on  (be  other 
hand  itiey  are  in  my  view  the  expedient  of  art, 
af  address,  and  of  cunning,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  respoDsibilily  and  commilment,and  so 
mu«t  be  received  by  the  Da  lion. 
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In  coDclu&ioD  I  will  oalj  add,  (bat  I  am  re- 
joiced ihat  wc  are  libely  at  last  to  unite  in  one 
potiiioa;  tbat  ihe  edicts  which  have  been  lerelled 
Bt  us  are  an  anquestioaable  violalion  of  the  rights, 
hoDor,  and  iudepesdeiice  of  our  couairy,  and 
thai  ihey  are  not  lo  be  submiiieJ  to.  1  (ru^t  iha[ 
the  DBEion  will  follow  us  in  this  determinHlioD, 
and  thai  like  them,  after  bariag  exhansted  every 
other  means  of  couciliacioo,  and  tried  every  other 
alternatiTe,  if  ihvy  iball  continue  slilj  to  be 
driren  from  one  stpge  of  oppression. lo  another, 
Botii  having  retreated  to  tbe  very  wall,  they  can 
eoQiisienily  submit  to  agftrestion  no  longer ;  th^t 
Ihey  will  Ibeu,  (ike  iheii  fathers  of  1776,  without 
waiting  to  estimate  ibe  exact  amount  of  their 
means,  resolve  at  all  events  to  vindicate  ibeir. 
nni^ueitiuaable  rights,  and  trust  to  the  sword  for 
lUeir  defence. 

Mr.  B1.COK  concladed  by  saying,  that,  as  the 
question  of  the  future  coaiinuance  of  ibe  em- 
bargo had  been  expressly  left  open  bv  the  com- 
mittee, so  he  did  not  wish  to  be  uoiferMood  as 
expressing  any  opinion  on  that  point.  His  tnotive 
in  rising  had  been  piincipally  to  vindicate  the 
report  of  ihe  select  committee  from  tbe  attacks 
of  bis  colleague,  to  rCpel  hisanimadveriiont  upon 
its  past  policy  and  operation,  and  Co  notice  some 
of  the  particular  allusions  to  himself. 

Mr.  SLOin  said  be  should  not,  in  askJnc  the 
attention  of  the  Commillee  to  the  remarks  10 
which  be  was  about  10  make,  attempt  to  follow 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chucelts  who  had  pr«ceded  him;  &od  he  hoped 
that  bis  honest  confeFsiou  that  he  neither  arro- 
gated to  himself  the  eloquence  or  iorormatioD  of 
tbat  genileman,  would  be  an  eitcuse  for  his  blun- 
dering along  in  that  manner  of  wbicb  be  was 
capable.  He 'first  observed,  that  be  had  wailed 
with  great  aniiety  and  much  impatience  lo  hear 
ihe  commeDcement  of  a  debate,  which,  from  the 
importance  of  tbit  subject  and  the  suffering  siiua- 
lion  of'  his  beloved  country,  he  had  expected 
would  have  been,  commenced  in  the  first  week  of 
this  important  session.  Ha  had  been  reioiced, 
therefore,  to  hear  the  lesolniion  early  brougnt  for- 
ward by  bis  worthy  friend  from  Vermont,  but 
was  sorry  that,  at  that  time,  obserration*  had 
been  made  calculated  to  rouse  into  action  all  the 
angry  passions  which  are  to  injnrious  to  free  dis- 
cussion. This  bnng  his  opinion,  and  having' 
always  entertained  the  opiniou  that  mors  advan- 
tage was  to  be  gained  by  discussing  co<jlly,  than 
in  retorting  witb  virutence  and  pursuing  with 
nrecision,  tbe  arguments  of  others,  nashould  make 
but  little  or  no  allusion  to  the  observations  of 
ffenilemen  who  had  preceded  him.  Mr.  S.  said 
be  should — 

tst.  Briefly  notice  en  observation  of  his  friend 
from  Massachusetis,  (Mr.  Auihct.) 

2dly.  He  should  state  his  objections  to -ibe  em- 
bargo laws  a«  they  now  sEOod. 

Sdly.  He  should  five  bis  opinion  of  the  effect 
of  these  laws  on  fofiign  nations. 

4thly.  He  would  ■  consider  iheif  operation  on 
ourselves;  snd 


&ihly,  and  lastly,  conclude  wllb  a  few  miscclU- 
neoits  obseivatLODp. 

Firsi,'my  friend  from  Massachnseiis observed, 
that  when  one  cheek  had  been  flapped  by  Great 
Britain  we  have  turned  the  other.  Hearing  ihb 
obMrvation,  1  was  induced  to  look  mindtely  into 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  State* 
to  see  whether  this  be  true  or  not ;  <and,  having 
done  so,  I  beg  leave  to  dissent  from  his  opinion. 
The  President  says: - 

"  Under  a  eontinuanea  of  the  belligerent  mcaanra^ 
which,  in  defiance  of  laws  which  comenate  ibei^hta  at 
DEOtrali,  OTBrBpiead  tbe  ocean  with  danger,  it  will  res* 
with  the  wisdom  of  Coagrras  to  ileeide  en  the  conns 
best  adapted  to  such  a  state  of  things;  and  bringing 
with  them,  m  they  do,  from  eveiy  put  of  the  Union, 
the  sentimsnt  of  our  constitueliM,  my  confidence  is 
strengthened  that,  tn  fanning  this  decision,  thej  will, 
with  an  unerring  regaid  to  the  essential  rigbta  and  JD- 
teiesls  of  the  nation,  weigh  and  compare  the  punfhl 
■ItematiTse  out  of  which  a  choice  is  td  be  made." 

Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  this  sentenc* 
does  not  warrant  the  construction  put  upon  it; 
for  I  itnderstand  the  President  as  having  made  no 
decision,  but  fs  having  left  the  subject  wholly  to 
the  Representatives. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  there  is  no  alternative 
at  this  time  but  embargo  or  war.  Did  I  believe 
this  to  be  the  fact,  I  should  be  of  an  opinion  very 
diSeieot  from  that  which  I  now  entertain.  Bui 
I  do  not  believe  that  war  will  necessarily  follow 
a  removal  of  the  embargo.  I  find,  by  reference 
to  the  fourth  voliune  of  the  laws  of  th^  United 
Slates,  that  matters  were  carried  to  such  a  height 
between  this  country  and  France  ten  years  ago, 
that  the  vessels  were  permitted  to  arm  for  their 

Koiection.  What  was  the  confiequence  of  thisi 
id  war  ensuel  In  my  appreheasion  it  did  not. 
I  sav,  in  nly  apprehension,  because  I  recollect,  al 
the  last  sessien,  tbe  Hiiuse  was  divided  in  opioma 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  war ;'.'  for  some 
said  we  were  at  war  last  session,  and'  others  said 
we  -were  not.  In  my  opinion,  therefore,  as  Tvat 
did  not  follow  tbe  arming  our  laeichant  vessels, 
neither  will  it  follow  the  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo. 

I  will  now  state  my  Constitutional  objection  lo 
the  law-  lo  the  Constitution  1  find  a  power  gtvea  * 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United.  Slates  "to  r^ulate 
commerce."  This  is  the  only  section  from  which 
the  poorer  of  laying  an  embargo  is  derived.  Now 
I  address  myself  to  the  plain  understaeding  of 
every  member  in  the  House,  and  asl(  whether  tbe 
power  to  regulate  be  a  power  to  annihilate?  Elx- 
pressiog  myself  in  my  unlearned  way,  suppose  I 
employ  a  man  a  number  of  days  to  regulate  my 
orchard,  do  I  authorize  him  to  cut  it  down  7  Cer- 
tainly not.  There  is  a  power  given  to  CotniQis- 
RJooers  of  this  city  to  regulate  ttie  markets;  bare 
ibey,  therefore,  a  right  to  prohibit  them?  1  cod- 
tend  not;  they  are  appointed  10  keep  them  in 
order,  and  improve  them.  I, would  not  be  uodet- 
Blood  assaying  that  Congress  have  not  a  pdwer 
to  lay  anembargoforft  short  lime;  but  I  do  cott- 
tend  thatlhey  have  not  power  to,  pass  a  law  with- 
out limitation.    1  voted  for  the  first  embar^  law 
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And  for  two  sapplemeDis.  Many  members  can 
bear  me  wiCDess,  that  I  opposed  ibe  third,  and 
could  I  bave  voted  upon  toe  whole  at  that  lime, 
I  would  iBihrr  hare  roted  against  them  than 
bare  roied  for  that  supplementary  law,  whicb  I 
eoDsidered  oppreciive  lod  TuJooUa  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales.  I  cooEidered  it  as  acting 
vacqually.  and  ihcreCore  unjustly  ;  as  much  so 
aa  if  CoDgrejs  were  to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  the 
ctiizens  of  the  United  Slates  from  the  interior  of 
FeDafylrania  or  New  York  from  taking  (heir 
prodaee  from  their  Geld  or  garden  to  carry  it  to 
niaiket ;  and  if  any  member  in  this  Hsnse  can 
niafj  me  thai  there  is  any  substantial  difference 
between  this,  and  probibiiing  persons  who  bad 
laid  oal  their  all  in  purchasing  .caaitiog  ressels 
from  carrying  produce  from  one  port  to  another, 
(ben  I  may  be  eonrinced  that  the  (hitd  sypple- 
ment  was  proper.  I  weis  willing  ^o  apply  Con- 
alttntioDal  power  to  present  our  ciiizeos  from  u- 
poriiog  to  a  foreign  market;  but  1  would  not 
prereui  them  from  carrying  produce  to  any  place 
they  conceired  most  comenjant  and  ready,  wbea 
the  eiobargo  ahould  be  raised,  to  make,  the, most 
of  it. 

I  will  now  gire  my  opinion  of  the  efft^pi  which 
(his  Irw  has  had  upon  foreign  nations.  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  tjie  cau«es  which  produced  it,  nor  the 
molives  which  induce  alhcrs  now  to  wish  a  coa- 
tiDQaoce  of  it,  for  I  beliere  tbe  Represeniatires 
of  Ibe  people  never  to  bare  any  other  object  in 
fieir  than  the  pobliii  ffood.  I  conceive,  howerer, 
that  Ibis  measure  bas  Men  pleasing  to  the  British 
GoTerDment,  for  Ibe  reason  that  that  Goreroment 
kas  ktways  been  jealous  of  our  commercial  pros- 
petviy.  The  glorious  luminary  of  Hearen  is  not 
tn^ie  abrious  to  my  view  than  that  measure  is 
giring  them  all  that  ihey  wish.  Methinka  1  hear 
them  felicitating  themselves  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Uessed  lime  when  ihey  should  nol  onlf  occupy 
e'rery  sea,  but  become  tbe  carriers  of  tbe  whole 
world.  The  embargo  I  consider  as  calculated  to 
favor  iheir  purpoar.  Spain  is  nobly  coniandiog 
for  bei  rights,  and  this  I  say,  because  1  thiak  every 
natiOB  ooder  Heaven  is  entitled  to  a  choice  of 
its  Government;  and  the  embanc"  prohibits  our 
funiishiDg  them  with  supplies.  It  also  prohibits 
the  nport  lo  3l.  Domingo,  and  other  places 
againit  which  we  have  no  cause  of  complaint, 
and  which  tbe  Emperor  Napoleon  is  endeavoring 
lo  HibJDgate.  Therefore  1  consider  it  perfectly 
eoDgciHaJ  at  ihts  lime  lo  the  will  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  while  England  ia  at  tbe  same 
time  enjoying  that  tfade  to  St.  Domingo  and 
elsewhere,  which  would  be  extremely  beneficial 

Now  at  to  its  effeotrupoD  ourselves,  I  consider 
It  aa  acting  partially  and  unequally  upon  differ- 
co^parlx  of  the  country,  and  (hat  it  must,  in  a 
sbbn  lime,  if  continued,  reduce  to  distress  a  large 

rrtioD  of  the  induslrious  part  of  ihe  community, 
mean  those  who  have  purchased  land  which 
the? cannot  pay  for,  those  whose  dependence  and 
asoal  occupation  ia  fiahing,  those  who  are  solely 
employed  in  (he  coasting  trade,  and  the  seamen 
«mplor<d  ia  eooveying  produce;  aa  much  they 


will  be  disicessed  as  if  Congress  were  to  pass  a 
law  that  the  farmer  or  planter  should  farm  or 
plant  no  more.  In  making  these  obaervn lions,  I 
coiiceivB  that  I  am  fully  justified  by  aeniiments 
which  I  have  gathered  from  a  lar^e  potijon  of 
citizens,  particularly  in  the  ciiy  of  Pbilndelpbia, 
whicii  ranks  as  one  of  tbe  fir^c  in  tbe  Union.  J 
live  near  them,  and  think  i(  my  duly  to  inform 
the  House  that,  for  months  before  I  leA  home,  I 
was  wearied  with  tbe  eries  of  those  suffering  from 
the  embargo,  and  hoping  thai  something  might 
he  done  for  them.  One  woman  says,  "my  hus- 
band has  been  out  of  employ  so  long,,  (be  family 
is  starving;  the  etnbargo  has  ruined  ds;  we  can' 
not  live  over  the  winter."  These  cries,  Mr.  S. 
said,  met  his  cats,  and  he  always  hoped  to  be  sen- 
sible (□  the  sufferings  of  the  weak,  and  to  be  pble 
to  plead  their  cause. 

Mr.  S.  adverted  to  ihe  late  elections  io  Penn- 
sylvania, which  he  said  were  no  proof  of  the  ap- 
probation by  the  people  of  (he  embargo.  He  said 
that  whatever  he  might  be  considered  elsewhere, 
he  was  in  tbe  cily  ol  Pbiledelphia  considered  a 
Democrntic  Republican,  and  ibat  the  Kepubli' 
cans  there  said  to  him,  if  nul  lo  others,  "we  will 
support  our  principles;  but  we  hope  something 
will  be  done  for  us,  for  we'cannot  support  ihe 
embargo."    Mr.  S.  deprecated  the  making  (his  a 

Suesiion  of  parly.  Did  become  here  lo  legislate 
}r  Democratic  Republicans  only  ?  No;  and  it 
would  hurt  his  feelings  ac  much  lo  hear  the  criea 
of  th.e  wife  of  a  poor  suffering  Federalist  as  of 
the  wife  of  a  Democratic  Republican. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  miscellaneous  remarks 
of  pome  length.  He  exhorted  l(e  Repretenta^ 
lives  not  to  lake  a' partial  view;  each  of  ihem 
ought  (o  look  widely  around  him  in  the  perform- 
ance of  hii  legi&ladve  duty;  to  resemble  Him,  ac- 
cording (0  the  poel, 

"  Who  sees  with  equal  eye,  u  God  of  all, 
"A  hero  perish  or  a  spsrrow  &U." 

He  alluded  again  to  the  distKss  in  Philadelphia 
and  elsewhere;  spoke  of  iheenormous  and  usurio.ui 
interest  he  had  otlale  known  to  be  paid  on  money; 
slated  the  evil  consequences  of  permitting  the 
diqhonest  violators  of  the  laws  to  make  fortunes 
at  the  expense  of  honest  citizena,  and  its  tendency 
lo  promote  evasion  of  revenue  laws  hereafter. 
He  binled  at  ihe  danger  of  opposition  to  the  laws 
from  citizens  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  Ga«lly 
observed  thai  he  wished  theembirgo  laws  wholly 
repealed ;  thouzh  he  might  be  induced  to  vole  for 
any  measure  which  should  he  thought  proper  to 
supply  their  place, 

Mr.  Shilib  said  he  just  rose  to  express  his  feet- 
ings  at  the  fatherly  regard  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
SLoaK^  had  manifested  for  the  people  o(  Penn- 
sylrania.  He  had  expected,  however,  that  he 
would  bave  furnished  the  House  with  an  account 
of  the  slate  of  the  people  in  his  own  districl.  It 
was  a  liiile  e(range  that  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
which  bad  two  Represenlativex  on  the  floor, 
shonld  have  chosen  ihe.genileman  fFom  NewJer- 
sey  as  the  orfrao  for  communicating  their  com- 
plaints lo  the  House.  From  them  (here  had  been 
no  complaint.    Indeed,  there  had  be^n  no  petition 
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1  tbe  Slate  of  PennsjrlviDiH 
re;pectiDg  the  embargo.  Perhaps  [be  reason  the 
genllemaa  from  New  Jersey  was  applied  to  was, 
the  ereut  weight  whicb  it  was  known  lie  had  in 
the  House.  But  with  rtspeei  to  Pennsylvania 
Ibe  Government  might  be  easy.  He  pledged  him- 
self that  that  Slate  would  support  Qoverameal 
it)  all  Consiiiutional  and  necessary  measures, doI- 
wiihstandiiiE  nhal  had  been  said  by  Cbe  geoiie- 
man  Trom  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Sloan  said  he  would  just  obserre  thai  this 
was  the  first  lime  that  be  had  ever  heard  Ihal  a 
member  from  any  particular  State  could  not  gife 
his  opiaioQ  as  to  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  that 
part  of  the  Message  of  the  President,  which  re- 
spected ouf  foreign  relations,  was  now  out  before 
the  sotrereign  people  of  the  United  States;  and 
while  their  Representatives  were  deliberating 
concerning  it  they  also  were  considering  aod 
making  their  opinions  of  it. 

It  is  desirable, said  he,  that  this  first  resololion 
may  have  the  support  of  every  gentlemati  in  this 
House,  and  that  there  may  be  a  concurrence  on 
(he  reasons  Which  will  decide  the  vote  of  this 
Committee  on  this  resolution.  < 

This  resolution  is  a  proposition  deduced  from 
the  facts  stated  in  the  report;  the  report  is  a  con* 
cise  6nd  correct  sialement  of  the  case  between 
tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  respect- 
ively. It  virtually  is  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  declaration  or  manifest  to 
all  the  world.'  It  is  not  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence; bnt  a  declaration  is  implied  in  the 
proposition,  that  is  to  say,  the  right)',  honsr,  and 
independence  of  the  United  States  are  violated 
by  the  lata  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
ami  the  United  States  cannot  submit  to  the  said 
edicts.  To  declare  the  Uailed  States  of  America 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent,  does  not  remain 
to  lie  done.  On  tbe  fourth  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seveniy- 
■it,  the  United  States  of  America  were  declared 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent — that  declara- 
tion Was  made  with  the  uoise  of  drums,  the  sound 
of  trumpets,  the  thunder  of  artillery,  and  tbe 
shouts  of  thousands  of  brave  men  in  arms.  The 
BODnd  of  that  declaration  was  loud  and  strone; 
it  passed  over  and  vibrated  ob  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic,  bounding  the  nations  of  Europe.  The 
nations  heard  the  sound,  and  all,  except  one, 
(Great  Britain,)  hailed  with  welcome  the  origin 
and  rise  of  this  new  nation  in  the  West,  and  said 
"let  it  be  perpetual."  Great  Britain  itself,  after 
a  bloody  seven  years'  war,  was  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  due  form,  by  solemu  treaty,  that 
the  United  Stales  of  America  were  free,  sove- 
reign, and  independent,  as  they  had  declared 
themselves  to  be,  an-d  that  declaration  is  engraved 
on  the  tablet  of  eterjiity,  and  will  never  be  erasfd. 

The  United  Slates,  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent, have  certain  attributes  and  prnperties,  and 
rights,  without  which  sovereignty  oannot  exist. 
Among  ihcK  maybe  numbered  a  supreme  power 


of  legislation,  of  ordaining  and  executing  their 
own  Government — a  right  to  pursue  iheir  own 
happiness— to  cultivate  iheir  own  fields — lomsD* 
ufacinrti  articles,  such  as  may  be  deemed  proper, 
and  to  navigate  the  ocean,  in  the  exercise  Af 
commerce,  agreeably  to  public  law  and  public 
reason.  ''  In  the  beginning,  the  ocean  was  cotn- 
'  posed  of  elementary  particles,  free  and  voluble, 
'  being  part  of  the  great  donation  lo  the  human 
'  family,  and  rolling  on  tbe  shores  of  islands  and 
'continents,  it  presents  itself  for  use.'  The  ocean 
'is  the  right  and  common  properly, and  thegrpat 
'  road  of  all  nations  who  may  choose  to  use  it." 

Tbe  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France 
stated  in  the  report,  are  the  cause  of  the  rest>la- 
lion  now  under  consideration.  An  object  of  the 
reaolutioa  is  to,  pledge  every  citizen,  and  every 
Slata  and  Territory  of  the  tTnited  States,  mu- 
lually  and  reciprocally  to  each  other,  in  the  sup- 
port and  maintenance  of  tbe  rights,  honor,  and 
independence  of  these  United  States — "for,  (in 
'  thelanguage  of  the  report,)  Ihequestion  forerery 
'citizen  now  is,  wheiher  he  will  rally  ronnd  the 
'Qovernment  of  his  chaic^.  or  enlist  under  foreigQ 
'banners;  whether  he  will  be  for  his  country  or 
'  against  his  country  9"  An  effect  of  the  resolu- 
tion, if  agr'ied  lo,  will  be  confidence  of  the  citi- 
zens mutually,  in  each^  other,  and  they  wilt  be, 
asTbey  are,  ar>d  ought  to  be,  "a  bandof  brothers." 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  various  reports, 
the  offspring  of  discord,  and  Injurious  to  ihe  Uni- 
ted States,  have  occasionally, "by  accident  or  de- 
sign, reached  foreign  Powers;  Ibe  resolution,  if 
adopted,  will  have  powerful  effect  in  avidencine 
the  unreasonableness  and  inconsistency  of  aft 
such  reports. 

Mr.  R.  said  hj  the  word  edicts,  Used  in  this 
resolution,  he  understood  all  the  Proclamations, 
Ordersof  Council,  acts  of  Parliament,  and  deci- 
sions of  Courts  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain, 
and  all  the  decrees  and  decisions 'of  the  tribunals 
of  Prance,  which  violate  tbe  rights,  the  honor, 
and  the  independence  of  the  United  Slates.  If  it 
shall  be  asked,  how  are  the  rights  of  the  United 
Slates  violated  by  ihfe  edicts?  It  is  answered — 
the  report  of  the  committee  Klates  h«w.  Let  iha 
thousands  of  the  seafaring  cilizeils  of  the  United 
Stales  who  are  impressed,  and  separated  frOnL 
their  fVtenda,  families,  and  country,  have  been'' 
forced  on  board  of  British  armed  vessels,  and 
therein  compelled  to  fight  against  nations  with 
whom  iheir  country  is  not  at  war,  speak  and  an- 
swer. Properly  lo  the  amounl  of  many  millions  ■ 
of  dollars  belonging  lo  citizens  of  Ihe  Gniipd 
States  engaged  in  lawful  commerce,  consistent 
with  tbe  principles  of  public  reason,  baa  been 
captnred  on  the  ocean, and  condemned  by  Canrts 
of  Admiralty,  in  pursuance  of  the  same  edi<ns;  - 
let  that  property  answer.  If  it  be  asked,  how  is,- 
tbe  honor  of  the  United  Slates  violated  by  ihe. 
edicts?  It  may  be  answered,  that  the  United' 
Slates,  intent  to  preserve  peace,  and  to  coaiinue 
in  possession  of  those  blessings  which  const ilute 
national  happiness,  heretofore  have  not  appealed  ' 
to  the  sword,  but  endeavored  by  friendly  u«go-. 

''»n  to  obtain  redress  for  injuries  and  vio- 
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leoeea  coinmiited  on  them,  in  coasequence  of  ihi 
siine  edicts;  aod  b-om  (he  stme  peaceablE  coa 
diict,  cause  may  be  assumed  [o  suppose  that  ihi 
Uoiied  Stales  will  not  do  what  is  ia  iheir  power 
to  do  to  obtmiQ  satis&cLian  foe  iajuries  reseired, 
ud  to  prevent  ia  rmure  the  operation  of  the 

If  it  be  tiaked,  how  is  the  BOTereisDlr  of  tht 
United  Stales  violated  by  the  edicts?  It  is  ao- 
twcred,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uaiied  Stales 
the  Congreas  have  power  toeslahlishan  UDiforin 
luleof  natutalizattoo  ;  ihatsereral persons, enal- 
^nts  from  the  Btilish  domJDioni,  have,  since 
the  Trealy  of  Peace  with  Gt-eal  Brilsin,  arrived 
in  the  Uoited  Sthtet,  and  in  pursuance  of  laws 
of  naturalization  eoacled  by  Cougresi  have  be- 
eomp  citizens  of  the  TToiied  Slates;  notwiih- 


King  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Qreat  Briiaio 
and  Jreland,  all  such  einigranis  are  required  to 
retaro  to  the  dominions  of  the  seid  King;  which 
requisition,  so  far  as  it  can,  goes  to  make  void 
aod  of  bo  effect  the  naiuralization  and  citizeo- 
thip  ofthe  same  persons,  and  to  contravene  and 
repeal  the  laws  in  virtue  whereof  ibey  became 
eitizeiis,  and  to  supersede  and  oftrijirow  the 
CoQititotioa,  and  Qovernmeni,  and  lovereizaly 
ofthe  United  ^lales. 

If  the  edicts  of  Qreal  Britain  and  France  are 
aubmitied  lo,  what  rights  of  the  Uniied  States 
will  be  sacrificed?  The  ofUiral  tights  of  ihe 
United  Stales  will  be  destroyed,  and  the  riiht  of 
navigating  on  the  ooean,  coosisient  with  the 
raks  o[  public  reason,  will  be  annihilated,  and 
their  commerce  will  he  Bubservienl  lo  Ibe  rule^, 
legialalioaa,  and  laws  of  ibreiga  Powers, 

The  United  Stales,  by  Ihe  ever  to  be  remem- 
bered Declbr«tion  of  Independence,  took  high 
gvoaod  among  the  natioos  of  the,  earth.  Tlie 
great  men  who,  on  behalf  of  this  nation,  signed 
their  names  to  that  declaration — iheir  successors 
and  followers,  and  citizens  of  every  rank;  who 
carried  on  the  mighty  work  of  Revoluiiun,  and 
ID  any  manner  assmed  ihereis, persevered  against 
all  opposition,  and  finally  succeeded  in  the  eatib- 
liihnieat  ofihis  nation  on  the  high  ground  which 
had  been  taken  and  manifested  to  all  the  world, 
in  the  same  Declaration  of  Independence.  A 
sabmisnoii  lo  the  edicls  will  be  descending  from 
-  the  high  stand  taken  by  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  a  sacriice  of  the  honor  of  ibe 
United  States.  Mr.  R.  said,  let  the  members  of 
*is  Hodse  read  the  Declaruiion  of  Independ- 
ence— let  them  read  the  last  para^rnph  or  that 
declaration — let  every  citizen  or  the  United 
Stales  read  ii — and  then  let  every  one  lay  hit 
hand  on  his  breast  aod  ask  liimself,  am  I  pre- 
pared to  depart  and  descend  from  the  state  and 
situation  which  the  great  and  good  men  who 
cflecled  rhe  Revolution  placed  me  oo  1  If  there 
be  any  one  who  will  openly  say  and  avow,  that 


apeak  out,  that  be  mav  be  ki 
Vlf  the  edicts  are  saWiUed  lo,  how  or  in  what 
nannet  will  the  independence  of  the  Unhed 
lOtbCoN.  SdSass— 19 


Siatit  be  sacrificed  T  Wherever  sopreme  legis- 
lative power  is,  there  dwells  sovereignly.  What- 
ever nation  has  power  to  Impose  laws  on  another, 
is  sovereign  to  thdt  other.  If  the  edicts  aresnbmii- 
led  to  by  Ihe  United  Slates,  the  United  States 
will  be  bound  by  ihe  Proclamations,  Orders  of 
Council,  acts  of  Parliamenl,  decrees  aod  deci- 
sions of  Courts  of  Admiralty  of  foreign  Powers, 
in  making,  enacting,  and  otdaining,  whereof 
they,  the  Uniled  States,  had  no  voice.  Where 
this  stale  of  national  eiiitence  begins,  national 
■dvereignty  ends,  and  a  species  oT  colonial  or 
letritortal,  or  tributary  eiisieoce  commences. 

This  proposition,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  a  resolution 
pivperly,  that  is  e  delermioation ;  and,  when 
of^eed  to,  will  be  an  eiptesaion  of  the  will  of  this 
nation — a  firm,  immoveable,  irrevocable  delermi- 
oalion  not  to  submit  to  the  late  edicla  of  Great 
Britain  and  France. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  no  design  to  offer  any 
amendment  to  the  first  resolnlion  reported  by  ihe 
comiili[lee,bul  for  argument  or  illustraiioo  would 
suppose  a  molion  made  to  amend  it,  by  atriking 
oul  the  syllable  "  not,"  in  the  word  "  cannot,"  in 
the  first  line  of  the  r'esoluiion,  so  thai  it  might 
then  read— "  Renolved,  Thai  the  United  States 
can,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and 
ill  dependence,  submit  to  ilie  laie  edicla  of  Great 
Britain  and  France."  And  guppoae  that  anftnd- 
meot  was  agreed  to,  and  this  resolution  so  amend- 
ed, should,  together  with  the  report,  go  out  lo  the 
sovereign  people  of  this  nation  for  their  inspec- 
tion nod  approbaiioo  ;  what  would  ihey  think? 
Whal  would  they  say?  What  would  they  do? 
What  would  Ihey  not  do  ?  What  would  they  not 
inflict  on  us.  their  Repreafentatives,  for  agreeing 
on  Iheir  behalf  losnch  a  dLsbonorable  resolution  T 
They  would,  and  josily  loo,  hurl  vengeance  on 
our  devoted  heads  for  sacrificing  their  rights, 
their  honor,  and  tbeir  independence.  Let  us  be* 
ware ;  the  ii ever-sleeping  eye  of  the  mighiy  spirit 
of  this  injured  nation  is  watching  and  observing 
us.  is  marking  and  noting  down  alt  our  conduct. 
This  first  resolution,  Mr.  R.  said,  is  a  completo 
text — every  word  of  it  is  expressive — it  i*  ex- 
pressive of  all  the  injuries,  outrages,  and  oppres- 
I,  ihat  Ihese  United  States  have,  for  nuby 
s  past,  endured  from  unjust  and  overbearing 
i  and  power.  To  add  to  or  sublmct  from 
this  resolatioo  would  destroy  It ;  and  every  pro- 
posed amendment  mutt  have  that  object  in  whole 
or  in  part  in  view. 

Mr.  R.  said  be  had  not  been  able  to  pleaae 
himself  in  doiog  justice  lo  the  merles  oflbereso- 
Iniion ;  that  he  had  stated  only  souk  of  its  great 
outlines,  and  must  submit  a  further  elucidalion 
of  it  lo  any  gentleman  betler  prepared  who  mftf 
think  proper  to  do  it.  He  said  he  considered 
the  resolution  under  cousideralioo  all  important— 
at  this  pariicular  time  more  peculiarly  to — and 
that  it  would  have  his  suppori- 

,Mt.  R.  latd  he  did  noi  wish  to  make  a  text  of 
any  ebservaiioD  of  any  gentleman;  but  a*  the 
word  tribute  had  been  meQiioned,  and  some  gen- 
tleman had  said  thai  that  word  ought  to  be  dis- 
carded and  dismissed  from  the  debate,  it  was  not 
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bU  inclioaijon  lo  dismiss  or  discard  that  word. 
He  ihouglit  ihe  term  appropriate — that  the  word 
tribute  was  neatly  synonymous  with  tbe  word 
tax  or  lotl — that  ifa  mao  is  nuihoriaed  by  law  lo 
fix  a  turnpike  on  ■  highway  or'great  road,  and 
to  collect  from  IiavellerK  a  certain  sum  of  mouey. 
that  is  called  tax  or  loll.  If  a  man  is  possessed 
of  force  Bod  power  sufficient  to  enable  him  >rbi' 
Lrarily  or  despoiicallyio  establish  a  turnpike  gate 
oil  a  highway,  and  to  compel  every  passenger  to 


a  sum  of  noney,  say  one  dollar,  for 

ravel  on  tbe  road  to  pasi  ibrough  the 


liberty  to 

gale,  that  dollar  in  that  case  may  properly  be 

called  tribute. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  eootended  that  the  ocean  was 
a  highway  of  nations,  and  if  any  one  nation,  for 
instance  Oreat  Britain,  was  posseaaed  of  martlirae 
power  and  force  sufficient  to  compel  any  other 
DBtion  engaged  in  commerce  to  land  its  produce 
and  pay  tax  or  duty  for  it,  to  hare  liberty  to  con- 
rey  it  on  tbe  ocean  lo  any  third  natioo,  that  tax 
or  duty  may  be  properly  denominatea  tribute; 
because. tbe  oaiion  paying  it  i:<  by  superior  force 
and  power  compelled  to  pay  it  to  that  nation 
who,  by  force,  has  arbitrarily  and  despotically, 
and  contrary  to  public  reaaon,  erected  an  imagi- 
nary turnpike  on  tbe  ocean  to  the  complete  dc' 
atruction  of  all  neutral  commerce,  and  to  effect 
and  rsteblish  a-  perfect  system  o[  universal  com- 
mercial iBoaopoly.  Mr.  R.  said  he  admitted  that 
the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain  was  supe- 
rior, that  it  extended  over  the  ocean  from  the 
lising  to  tbe  setting  sun,  and  from  the  frozen 
ocean  in  the  Bouth  to  the  frozen  ocean  In  the 
North;  but  that  notwithstanding  this,  he 
would  agree  that  the  United  States  shall  s 
to  the  edicts  of  Qreat  Britain,  He  said  he  also 
admitted  that  tbe  power  of  France  on  the  Con- 
tinent at  Europe  was  superior ;  notwithstanding; 
that,  he  ivould  never  agree -that  tbe  United 
States  shall  submit  to  the  edicts  of  France.  He 
said  it  was  hia  opinion,  and  be  6rraly  believed, 
that  tbe  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  Stales  were  placed  on  a  firm  and  im- 
tveable  foundation,  and  could  not  be  ov eriaroeil. 


ind  that  they  v 


uld  be  riiij 


n  virtue,  honor 


1  greatness,  in  power,  and  id  national  bappi 
neas  and  felicity,  when  some  of  the  nations  who 
now  oppress  them  would  be  sinking  into  corrup- 
tion, mouldering  into  rufn,  end  blotted  out,  ex- 
,  «ept  in  retnerobrance.  Naiions.  in  respect  lo  ex- 
istence, be  said,  are  as  trees  in  the  forest;  the 
loftiest,  proudest  oak,  ibat  has  stood  firm  against 
Ibe  storms  of  ages,  originating  from  an  acorn. 
regelating  to  greatness,  and  lifting  its  high  head 
to  the  heavens,  at  length  attains  its  utmost — de- 
cay b^ins,  corruption  progresses,!  t  tumbles  down 
from  its  height,  end  lays  prostrate  an  paren' 
earth,  there  it  dissolves  and  returns  to  its  pristini 
indiscriminate  condition. 
■      When  Mr.  R.  bad  concluded, 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress — negatived,  55  to  50. 

Mr.  KniHDOLPH  begged  leave  to  renew  tbe  mo 
tion  ibal  the  Committee  now  rtie,  report  prngres', 
and  ask  leave  to  ni  BgaiD.    He  did  this  from  a 


knowledge  tbai  some  gentlemen  had  already  left 
the  House  from  indisposition,  and  others  wouM 
soon  follow  their  example,  unless  the  Committee 
would  indulge  them  br  rising. 

The  motion  was  carried,  ayes  71,  and  the  Houae 
immediately  adjourned. 

WcDHisSDAr,  November  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Message  of  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  of  tbe  sixth  of  February,  one 
bousnad  eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  a  report 
if  tbe  Secretary  of  State  of  the  fourteenth  of  De- 
cember lat:t,  relative  to  a  claim  of  the  legal  rep- 

rsenUtives  of  the  laie  Caroa  de  Bcaumarchais, 

iih  the  documents  accompanyiog  the  same,  be 

iferred  to  the  Committee  ofCUims.] 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLUMS.  after  a  few  prefatory  o^ 
scrvalJoos,  offered  tbe  following  resolutions,  tbe 
of  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  but  aol  acted  on, 
last  sesjjion : 

"  Raohcd,  That  the  Committee  of  ComBsree  asd 
Manufactures  be  inatnjclfd  to  inquire  into  the  eipedi* 
enc;  orprohibitingtheentry  of  an;  veuel  into  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  from  any  part  or  pl&cs,  lo  which  >  tmuI  of 
the  United  Stitcs  ii  not  udmilted  by  permanent  regn- 
Intiani  o{  the  Government  owning  auch  port  ar  plaee, 

"  RaoCved,  That  Iho  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manuficturea  be  instiuclcd  to  inquire  into  tbe  eipedi- 
encj  of  prohibiting  Ibc  maatcra,  cammanJcra,  and  own- 
ers of  TGSBcli  of  the  Unitsil  But»  Iram.  receiviag  Brit- 
ish licenses,  and  of  enforcing  tbe  return  of  all  veeaela 
of  the  United  Slites  now  vithoat  the  same." 

These  resolutions  were  agreed  to  withont  op- 

The  following  Message,  was  received  from  tbe 

PRE3IDBI4T  OF  TUE  UNITED  STATES  ! 

To  iht  Home  of  Repretenlativa  of  the  OnUtd  Stata  .- 
According  to  tbe  request  of  the  House  of  itepresen- 
tatlm,  eipreiMd  in  their  rflsolntion  of  the  t«enU-Bfth 
instant,  I  now  lay  before  them  a  copj  of  mj  Procla- 
mation of  the  nioeteenth  of  April  last. 
Nov.  30, 1608.  TU.  JEFFERSON. 

By  the  Fretidatt  of  the  Vailed  Slate*. 

A  PKOCLAMATION. 

Whereas  information  bu  bean  received  that  Bnndi7 
penoDi  are  combined  or  combining  and  canfedaratitif 
logetheroD  Lake  Champlsin.indin  iha country  thsrelo 
adjacent,  lor  Ihe  purpnae  of  fanning  ioiurreclianeagaiiut 
the  authority  of  the  lawa  of  the  United  States,  for  op- 
poaing  the  luno  and  obstructing  their  execution,  and 
that  lueh  combination*  are  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicia]  proceedings,  or  by  the 
pover  vested  in  ths  Manhala  by  tbe  lana  of  the  United 
StitH: 

Tio\r,  (hereforc,  to  tbe  end  that  the  anlhority  oT  Hie 
lawa  m;iy  be  maintained,  and  that  those  concerned  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  in  any  insurrection  or  eombinatioit 
sgainst  the  aame  may  he  duly  warned,  [  have  isaiMd 
this  nly  Proelamation,  hereby  commandite  such  insur- 
gents, and  all  concerned  in  such  combinations,  ioBlantlj 
and  without  ileUy  to  diapens  and  retire  peacealily  to 
their  respective  abodes.  And  I  do  hereby  further  re- 
quire ami  command  all  officers  bavtng  authoritj,  civil 
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arinilituyi  atid  all  other  pcnam,  ciiil  and  miliUrj,  nho 
■LiO  b*  la  und  nithin  tbavicinigaariuck  inMirreatioiu 
«  combinations,  la  bo  aiding  and  asdjating,  b;  all  tha 
naana  in  tbair  pcnrei,  bj  fores  of  iria*  ai  othar- 
wba,  to  quell  and  lubdus  «ucb  iuumctloDa  or  combi 
Bitiona,  to  aeiie  apaa  bU  tboM  therBin  coneemad,  whi 
diall  not  inatantly  and  without  detav  disperio  and  totI^ 
to  their  reapective  abodes,  and  to  daliTor  them  otst  ti 
the  ciTd  authority  of  die  place,  to  be  proceeded  againat 
aocordSng  to  laiT. 

In  leatimonj  whsnaf,  I  hare  cauaeil  the  ssal  of  the 
Vniled  States  to  be  aSied  to  thtsepresenti,  and  alSnod 
Iba  same  with  m]'  hand. 

Given  at  the  Cltj  sf  Washington,  Ibe  I9th  da;  of 
April,  1808,  and  tntfaeaoTsreigntj  and  ind^wndeiua  of 
Iha  Uohad  States  tha  thiit7-aeanid. 

By  the  PrOaiJeati  T.JEFFERSON. 

Iawu  MavTiMr,  Seertlan/  ofSlatt^  . 

The  uid  Mvmage  iDd  ProclamatioD  wera  read, 
■nd  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  labte. 

FOREIGN  HBLATI0N8. 

TheHoaae  again  resoWed  itself  into  a  Cum- 
milte«  of  the  Whole  on  tiiq  repart  of  ibe  Com- 
ni  I  lee  of  Foreign  Rtlalioasj  the  flr.^I  reiolunoa 
repotted  .by  the  oomruittee  stilluDder  coosidera- 
lioD,  ai  fallows; 

"  Retaletd,  That  (He  United  8ui°a  cannot,  without 
a  aachfice  of  their.  Hgbls,  honor,  and  independence, 
submit  to  tbf  late,  edicts  of  (jieat  Britain  and  Pianee." 

Mr.  JoBNioN  said,  that  in  discuisin^  this  sub- 
ject he  sbCuld  consider  the  wfaoie  subject  of  fur- 
eign  rclaiioua  before  llje  Committee.  The  first 
nsolulioD  lie  considered  of  priinary  importance, 
ucoDtainiog  a  Bolemo  declaratioo  that  the  edicts 
of  the  two  might;  belligerents  of  Europe  were 
viidauoDS  of  our  lionor,  our  independence,  and 
OUT  Borereignift  An  unaninious  expression  of 
tbis  lentimBat,  aaid  he,  would  give  us  confidence 
in  each  other;  it  will  be  a  sacred  pledge  of  all 
patties  to  resist  these  dcgr^diag  eacroachmenisi 
difference  of  opinion  would  then  be  tnaoifested 
tat  as  the  means' of  sating  this  nation  frotn  the 
impending  calamitr.  The  whole  nation  would 
nndcrrtaad  this  declaration,  that  he  who  is  not 
for  as  ii  agaiDst  us — no  oeutmls.  There  can  be 
no  middls  gronnd.  The  line  should  be  drawn, 
that  the  friend*  and  enemies  of  tbis  country 
•boold  bt  known;  that  the  persecuted  foreignet 
who  left  his  Dative  home  to  escape  the  iron  yoke 
of  despoiLsm,  may  be  distioguished  from  foreign 
agents  and  emissaries  settled  among  us  for  the 
piirpoMs of  disqfieclion  1  and  tbatAmerican  news- 
papers diffetiiig  only  as  to  the  nieana  of  national 
seenriir  may  ba  Itnown  from  the  seditious  hire- 
liagx  of  foreign  gold,  whose  daily  avocation  is 
the  abase  of  out  QoTerDmenl,  and  the  Jmiifica- 
lion  of  foreign  aggression. 

To  prove  the  great  design  of  the  French  Em- 
peror, we  refer  to  the  execution  of  the  Berlin  de~ 
cree— anfrleadly  rexations  of  our  trade  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  Epglish  channel ;  the  de- 
sltuctioo  of  oar  merchant  vessels  upoo  the  high 
seas  hf  Gre;  the  Milan  and  Dayonne  decrees. 
Dodet  which  our  vessels  hare  been  detaioed  anii 
their  cargoes  conGieated. 

To  iKovc  the  Uclibnaie  hostUky  of  the  Btiiish 


Cahioet  towards  the  (Ji'ted  States,  we  refer  to  a 
catalogue  of  outrages  of  still  deeper  dye,  and  as 
to  the  quantum,  of  leDfold  magnitude — a  hostility 
coeval  with  the  birth  of  this  Qaiion.  Without 
magnaoimity  in  prosperity,  unadmonished  by  ad- 
versity, her  coiiduct  has  been  the  same.  Talk 
not  of  her  conflict  fur  existence,  la  the  years 
1791.  '92  <93,  <91,  when  slia  had  to  battle  the 
combined  Powers  of  Europe  against  France, 
haughty  and  imperious,  our  couotry  fell  a  sacri- 
fice 10  the  cupidity  of  her  cruisers,  and  our  sea- 
men were  dragged  Into  slavery  upon  British  ships 
of  war.  Aud  since  the  scene  has  been  chaased, 
and  Napoleao  leads  the  same  Continental  Con- 
federacy againct  Eafjland,  her  conduct  has  been 
the  same — our  seamen  still  impre^ised,  and  our 
commeice  put  under  Iribule. 

I  am  more  than  astonished  to  see  this  House 
therefore  inundated  by  every  mail  with  publicap 
tions  frona  th|e  East,  declaring  that  we  hare  no 
cause  of  complaint  against  Great  Britain  ;  ihac 
we  should  rescind  the  proclamation  of  interdict 
against  British  armed  vessels;  that  we  should 
repeal  the  non-imporlation  law;  that  ibe  embargo 
Should  he  taken  off  as  to  Great  Britain  ;  that  we 
should  go  to  war  with  France;  that  punctilio 
prevents  a  settlement  of  oor  differences  with 
Great  Brilaia;  inriting  the  people  to  violate  and, 
disregard  the  embargo,  to  pm  the  1h.ws  and  the 
Constitution  at  defiance,  and  rise  in  rebellion. 

thb  matter,  a[id  to  prove  to  every  honest  Ameri- 
can, what  we  all  believe  in  tbis  place,  that  the 
object  of  one  Power  is  to  destroy  our  neuiralitjr 
and  i.orolieusin  the  convulsing  wars  of  Europe; 
and  "the  object  of  the  otber,  a  monopoly  of  our 
commerce,  and  the  di^siruciion  of  our  freedom 
and  independence.  L«t  evidence  as  conclusive 
as  holy  writ  put  the  enemies  of  this  insulted 
country  lo  shame,  We  are  informed  by  our  Min- 
ister in  London,  (Mr.  Monroe,)  in  a  commoni- 
catian  dated  August,  1S07,  that  a  war  jiartv  of 
powerrul  combination  and  infiuence  existed  in 
Great  Britain,  who  wanted  to  eitend  their  rar- 
ag^s  to  this  country;  that  we  could  not  make 
calculations  upon  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  ; 
that  in  her  many  assumptions  of  power  and  prin- 
ciple" she  would  yield  but.  from  the  ahnolute  ne- 
cesiity.  Who  is  this  war  party!  The  British 
navy,  to  whom  we  have  opeoed  our  ports,  and 
extended  all  the  hospitalities  of  a  generous  na- 
tion^ while  in  tiieenjoyment  of  which  that  verj. 
navy  waged  war  against  our  unoffiinding  citi- 
zens. The  ship  owners,lhe  Easiand  West  [ndia 
merchants,  and  what  cause  have  thef  fur  warl 
The, enterprising  citizens  of  the  United  State* 
have  been  their  rivals  and  superiors  in  a  lawful 
and  proGtahle  commerce;  und,  I^i'Vi  political 
characters  of  high  consideration.  TLese  com- 
poie  this  war  party.  Id  January,  1S04,  in  an 
official  comniunicaiiou  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Monroe  is  charged  with'  the  suppression  of  im- 
pressment as  his  primary  object ;  2d.  the  defini- 
tion of  blockade  ;  3d,  the  reduction  of  the  list  of 
contraband;  4th,  the  enlargement  of  onr  trado 
with  hostile  colonies.    The  negotiation  open* 
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and  what  is  dooeT  With  induitry  and 
our  Mioisier  was  unable  to  bring  ihe  British 
'Cahinet  to  BDf  amicable  arrangnDCDi.  Lords 
Hawkesburf,  Harrowby',  Mulgrave,BDd  Mr.F.oi, 

succeeded  each  other,  and  erery  attempt  to  nego- 
tiate tra»  in  tbio.  Eneh  of  ihem  brings  expres- 
(iana  of  good  will  and  good  dispasilioo  towards 
the  Uaited  States,  aod  a  wish  for  amicable  ar- 
Tangemeni.  Bui  these  professioos  aad  disposi- 
lions  evaporate  in  invitalions  lo  ibe  coaotry  and 
the  city — in  promises  and  prociaslinalioos.  To- 
day we  are  amnsed  with  a  conTenaiioo  at  the 
roreigD  office,  which  anirnaie*  with  a  lively 
hope — to-monow  hope  is  swallowed  up  in  des- 
pair— and  the  third  day  aonounces  some  new  io- 
jury.  Affairs  on  the  Cootioent  now  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  British  Ministry.,  and  with  every 
disposition  of  good  will  there  must  he  a  pause. 
Id  this  amicable  pause  bustnesa  required  thatour 
Minisiei  should  go  to  Old  Spain;  but  upon  his 
return  to  Eoglacd,  what  astonlshDienl  seized  his 
mind  at  the  sad  spectacle  the  changing  scenes 
presented.  Under  the  old  rule  of  '56,  end  other 
interpolations  upon  pubKc  law,  our  merchant 
vessels  are  swept  from  the  bosom  of  the  ocean 
without  notice,  by  British  cruisers,  and  carried 
into  British  porta  for  coodemnalioo.  Bul  why 
this  change?  A  coalition  had  been  formed  io  the 
North  against  France.  BHiish  gold  effected  it. 
Russia  and  Austria  had  combined  againsiFrance, 
and  here  ihe  hopes  of  England  rested. 

But  we  all  know  her  hopes  were  blasted.  This 
is  the  reason  wb^  the  blow  was  aimed,  and  your 
commerce  sacrificed.  The  remonstrances  of  our 
Minister  could  not  beep  pace  with  new  aggres- 
sions. This  temporiziog  policy  of  England,  and 
the  destruction  of  our  commerce,  buried  parly 
spirit  in  America  for  the  moment,  and  produced 
an  indignant  protest  against  her  con'duci  from 
the  great  commercial  cities  in  the  Union,  in 
which  their  lives  and  their  properly  were  pledged 
to  support  the  Government  in  measures  of  josi 
reialiaiiou.  And  oa  this  occasion  the  tnerchauts 
of  Boston  requested  the  President  to  send  a  spe- 
cial Envoy  to  England,  lo  give  a  greater  solem- 
nity lo  our  claims  of  indemnity  and  future  secn- 
riiy.  Thecauseof  the  merchants  becameacora- 
mon  cause,  and  the  nun-importation  law  was 
enacted,  and  Mr.  Pinkney  sent  as  a  special  Min- 
ister, agreeably  to  request.  Lei  the  commercial 
inieresi  cease  to  complain.  It  is  for  them  princi- 
pally that  we  now  suffer.  Theae  deeply-inflicted 
.  woundsupon  thecomrnerceof  America, engulph- 
ed  for  a  moment  ihe  consideration  of  ihe  primary 
object  of  Mr.  MonroeN  mission — the  impressment 
of  seamen — and  it  would  seem,  ihal  when  our 
Minister  pressed  one  great  subject  of  complaint, 
aome  greater  outrage  was  committed  to  draw  our 
attention  from  the  former  injury'.  Thos  the  uu- 
ftvailing  exertions  of  our  Minister  for  upwards  of 
two  yenrs  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  eventuated 
in  an  extraordinary  mission,  and  the  non-impor- 
tation law;  a  measure  of  reialiation,  and  which 
tendered  us  less  dependent  upon  a  foreign  Qov- 
ernment  for  such  articles  as  can  be  manofaciured 
«t  borne.    To  bring  further  evidence  or  British 


hostility,  let  ns  attend  a  little  i«  the  Adniiiiiitni- 
tion  of  Mr.  Fox.  He  came  fnlo  office  about  the 
1st  of  February.  On  the  ,31st  of  May,  informa- 
lioQ  was  received  in  London  of  the  extra  mtasitHt 
of  Mr.  Pinkney.  Ut.  Monroe,  therefore,  had  an 
opportunity  of  about  four  months  with  Mr.  Fox 
to  settle  our  difierences,  without  any  inierruplion, 
not  even  the  ideal  one  which  has  been  suggested, 
as  giving  a  temporary  stay  to  the  negotiation, 
viz:  the  wailing  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pinkney.  The 
United  Slates  had  a  risht  to  expect  lomethiog 
like  justice  from-this  able  Minister,  beca^iae  h« 
enieriained  a  sibcere  desire  lo  conciliate  (be 
friendship  of  (his  nation  by  acta  of  jusiiee.  But 
in  this  juai  expectation  we  were  disappointed. 
The  hosiiliiv  of  other  member*  of  the  Cabinet 
with  whom  he  was  associated,  waa  the  real  eaiMe 
of  difficulty,  joined  perhapa  with  bis  sudden  in- 
disposition and  death.  Mf.  Fox  acknowledged 
o.nr  right  to  ibe  coloniat  trade  j  he  promised  lo 
stop  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  our  loer- 
chant  vessels;  bul  when  pt-essed  to  answer  our 
complaints  in  writing,  he  promised,  but  broke  that 
promise,  and  ultimately  refused  to  give  any  or- 
ders with  respect  to  the  capture  and  condemns' 
tion  of  our  vessels.  Thus  ihe  golden  apple  was 
presented  to  our  grasp,  and  (hen  snatched  forevei 

Now  let  the  Committee  attend  to  the  chapter 
of  negotiation  J  which  produced  the  rejected  Ireaty. 
First,  the  subject  of  blockade  is  proposed,  and  a 
definiiion  demanded.  We  denied  ihe  doctrine  of 
paper  breastworkf,apurions  and  illegitimate  block- 
ades, to  be  executed  in  every  sea  oy  the  British 
Navy,  of  which  our  neutral  rights  were  the  vic- 
tims. Snch  as  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  Ea- 
rope  from  (he  Elbe  to  Brest,  of  the  Elbe,  the  Wei> 
ser  and  Ems.  The  whole  coast  of  Old  Spain,  of 
the  Dardanelles,  and  Smyrna,  and  of  Curracoa. 
Upon  this  subject,  Qreat  Britain  would  yield 
noihioK. 

2.  No  dutv  can  be  laid  upon  American  exports, 
bat  Great  Britain  imposes  ~a  duty  of  four  per 
cent,  upon  her  exports  to  theUnitetl  Stales,  under 
the  name  of  a  coovoy  duty ;  by  which  duty  ibe 
citizens  of  the  United  States  pay  (o  Great  Britaiik 
an  annual  amount  of  81,300,000;  but  upon  tbia 
unfriendly  discrimination  she  will  yield  nothing. 

3.  Upon  the  search  of  merchant  vessels  she 
would  yield  nothing. 

4.  Upon  the  colonial  trade  she  imposed  new 
resiriciioDs.  She  would  yield  nothing;  a  trade 
which  produced  the  United  States  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  fl. 300,000  per  annum ;  and  furniahed 
exports  from  ihe  United  Stales  of  $50,000,000 
annually. 

5.  Upon  the  West  India  trade  she  would  yield 
nothing,  and  upon  the  East  India  mde  ahe  im- 
poted  new  resirictions. 

6.  Upon  the  impressment  of  seaman,  the  sobjerl 
was  loo  delicate ;  iihe  was  fighting  for  her  exist- 
ence; she  would  yield  nothing. 

7.  Upon  the  mutual  navigation  of  ihe  St.  Law- 
rence, so  Imporiant  to  the  Northern  Slates,  ihey 
would  yield  nothing;  but  would  demand  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  for  trftde,  and  influence  orer  the 


.dbyCoo^le 


«85 


HISTOEY  OF  CONGRESS. 


S86 


NOVEMBBB,  1806. 


Foreign  £elation». 


H.OFR. 


ladiaoa  within  out  owd  limics.  .  Thui  ended  the 
chapter  of  negntiaiion, 

1  turn  with  indigoaiion  from  this  to  a  oewipe- 
eies  of  injury,  iavalriDe;  the  eveEiit  connected 
with  and  piecediDg  the  Preaident's  proclaniauoa 
iaterdicling  the  armed  Tesiels  of  Great  Brilaio 
front  our  waters.  1  aliude'to  the  cunduct  of  (lie 
oCceiB  of  the  Biiiiali  navy,' and  (he  evident  con- 
nivance of  the  Briijsb  UoT^iomeat.  I  will  aaly 
mentioD  three  prominent  cases. 

1st.  The  CaiubriaD,  and  oth^r  British  cruiaers, 
eommaodtd  by  Captain  Bradlef,  who  entered  the 
port  of  New  Tork,  and  in  defiance  o£  [he  Gov- 
ernmeiit  artesied  amercbaat  vessel,  and  impressed 
into  ihe  ships  of  war  a  Dumber  of  seamen  and 
fassengers,  refund  to  surrender  (hem  upon  de- 
mand, and  resisted  the  officers,  served  with  regu- 
laiptocessof  law,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the 
offenders. 

2d.  The  case  of  the  Leander,  Captain  Whi(by, 
with  oth«r  Briti&b  armed  vessels,  hovering  about 
Mew  York,  reriog  the  trade  of  that  port,  arresl- 


Joha  Pierce.  The  murder  of  Pierce,  a  fact  so 
notorious,  could  not  be  proved  in  a  sham  trial  in 
SogUnd,  though  the  most  uoexcepdoaable  char- 
■cien  are  sent  as  witnesses  from  the  United 
States;  and  not  even  an  explanation  is  made  to 
aaiisfy  this  country  fur  the  murder  of  a  sitjzea.' 
Call  upon  (he  ciuzena  of  New  York,  who  saw 
the  botljr.of  their  linugbtered  coun(rymani  ask 
the  mourning  lelatives  of  .tha  muidered  Pierce, 
wh^herhe  wasslainornot  !  But  from  this  tragic 
•cent  we  muiit  turn  lo  one.of  a  deeper  hue. 

The  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,^  This  vessel 
had  jott  le^  tlw  shores  of  Virginia,  leaving  Ihe 
British  ship  of  war,  the  Leopard.  eJqjoying  the 
hospitalities  of  our  laws.  The  Cnesapeake  was 
bound  to  the  Meditexraaean  in.  defence  of  our 
lights.  One  hundred  and  seventy  American  tars 
were  on  board,  who  had  undertaken  this  honora- 
ble en  t«rpri>e.  Uniuspiciousof  harm,  while  their 
rough  cheeks  were  bedewed  with  tears  in  parting 
from  their  friends  and  country,  their  powder-' 
horns  empty,  rods  mislaid,  wads  too  large,  guns 
not  primed— -ail  was  confusion.  In  this  unhappy 
moment  (he  messenger  of  death,  oomes.  The 
Dnfortnnale  Barron  refuses  to  permit  his  men  to 
be  mustered  by  any  but  an  American  officer.  His 
Government  had  given  the  coDunand.  This  is 
the  proTOcalion.  The  vessel  is  attacked,  and, 
without  resistance,  eight  are  wouoded,  three  are 
killed,  BuU  fbur  taken  and  carried  into  British 
SArvice,  one  of  whom  has  been  huug  as  a  male- 
factor in  Nova  Scotia.  It  has  been  said,  that  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty  was  born  of  the  ocean.  At 
this  solemn  crisis,  when  the  blood  of  these  Amer- 
jcau  seamen. mingled  with  the  waves,  (hen  this 
•ea  nymph  arose  indignant  from  the  angry  -bil- 
lows,an<r,like  a  redeemiag  spirit,  kindled  in  every 
bosom  iudignalion  and  resentment.  A  nation  of 
patriots  haTe  expressed  (heir  resentment,  and  tbe 
sound  basTcaehed  tbe  utmost  bounds  of  the  habi- 
table world.  Let  a  reasoning  world  judge  whe- 
tber  \be  Freudem's  ptoelamsiion  was  too  strong 


for  (his  state  of  things,  and  whether  it  should  be 
rescindsd  without  atonement. 

Do  tbe  wrongs  of  this  nation  end  with  this 
ouljagel  No.  Clouds  thicken  upon  us;  our 
wrongs  are  stilt  increased  ;  during  the  sensibility 
of  th|s  nation,  and  without  atonement  for  the  at- 
tack upon  the  Chesapeake,  on  the  16th  October, 
1807,  a  proclamation  isiaeafrom  the  Briti^  Cab- 
inet reipectiog  sea-farijig  persons,  enlarging  the 
principles  of  former  encroachments  unon  the 
practice  of  impressment.  This  proclamation 
makes  it  the  indispensable  duty  of  her  naval  offi- 
cers to  enter  the  unarmed  merchaat  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  impress  as  many  of  the 
crew  as  a  petty  and  interested  naval  officer  may 
without  trial  point  out  as  British  subjects.  The 
pretension  is  not  conSned  to  the  search  after  de- 
serters, but  extended  to  masters,  carpenters,  and 
nalaralized  citizens  of  the  United  Slates— thus 
extendiog  their  municipal  laws  to  our  merchant 
vessels  and  this  coniitiv,  and  denying  us  the  right 
of  making  laws  upon  tne  subject  of  naturalization. 
The  partners  of  British  and  Scotch  merchants 
can  cover  their  property  and  ibeir  mercliandise 
;from  other  nations  under  the  neutral  flag  of  the 
United  States  to  Leghorn,  Amsterdam,  Hamburg, 
&c.  But  tbe  patriotic  Irishman  or  Englishman 
who  has  sought  this  protecting  asyltini  of  liberty, 
are  not  secured  by  our  flag  from  the  ruthless  fangs 
of  a  British  prcas  ^ang.  And  at  this  very  mo- 
ment our  native  citizens  and  adopted  brethren,  to 
a  considerable  number,  are  doomed  to  the  most 
intolerable  thraldom  in  the  British  navy  by  litis 
degrading  practice.  There  (he  freedom  of  our 
citizens  depends  ()pon  the  mercy  of  naval  officers 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and,  upon  this  subjecl,  every 
proposition  for  arrangement  is  trampled  down  by 
these  unjust  pretensions.  Information  was  just 
received  of  the  execution  of  the  Berlin  Decree, 
when  the  papers  from  every  quarter  announced 
the  existence  o(  the  British  Orders  in  Council, 
making  a  sweeping  dash,  at  our  rightful  com- 
merce.  Something  must  he  done.  The  events 
which  have  been  retraced,  all  pressed  upon  us. 
The  treatment  of  our  Minister,  and  his  una  vail* 
ipg  exertions;  the  result  of  the  negotiation  which 
gave  birth  to  the  rejected  treaty;  (be  memorials 
of  the  merchants;  the  outrageous  conduct  of  the 
British  naval  officers  upon  our  seaboard;  the  cou- 
.1  their  conduct  by  the  British  Govern- 
e  proclamation  of  October  16,  1807;  tbe 
of  the  Berlin  Decree,  and  the  Orders  in 
Council.  These  considerations  required  the  arm 
of  Government,  and  at  this  inauspicious  period, 
when  the  clonds  which  had  so  long  threatened 
and  darkened  oor  poliiical  horizon  gathered  to  a 
thick  and  horrible  tempest,  which  now  seemed 
about  to  hurst  upon  our  devoted  nation,  the  em- 
bargo snatched  our  property  from  the  storm,  and 
deprived  tbe  thunderbolt  of  its  real  calamities. 
The  effects  of  this  measpre  at  home  and  abroad, 
notwi[hitanding  its  inconveniences,  will  best  at- 
test the  wisdom  of  the  measure,  which  will  be 
increased  in  its  efficacy  by  a  total  non  importa- 
tion law.  As  a  measure  of  coercion  upon  other 
DBtions,  I  not  only  have  the  strongest  hopes,  but 
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mlso  a  TRlional  ronfldpiice  in  il,  founded  upon  (he 
nod  eonciusive  evidence.  The  misrepreseula- 
tioDS  in  El\i!irouniry,|heTiolaliDDsof  theembBrgo, 
and  ibe  hope  of  chaoging  the  paniei  in  ih«  Uni- 
ted States,  or  of  producing  a  separation  of  the 
States;  these  miscalcutaiions  have  destroyed  en- 
tirely the  eflicacv  of  ciiis  measure,  and  been  a 
main  tause  why  Great  Britain  has  iiot  relaxed  in 
her  iojostice  towards  America.  And  if  we  cnn 
rJgidl;^  enforce  ihU  fystetn,  my  cooGdence  is  un- 
diminished, xny  failb  strong,  that  the  United 
Slates  will  have  reasonable  terms  offered  to  them. 
Tel  the  violators  of  your  laws  hare  been  the  great 
cause  why  the  present  state  of  things  has  been 
protracted.  They  are  as  infamous  as  the  cow- 
Doys  in  the  Revolution,  who  imhodied  themselves 
to  feed  our  enemies  with  the  only  cow  of  a  weep- 
ing widow,  or  a  poor  soldier  who  was  6shiing 
for  hii  country.  The  commerce  of  the  United 
Stales  with  the  West  Indies,  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  aud  Great  Britain,  will  present  to  this 
Cummittee  the  evidence  upon  which  this  faith  is 
tioElomed.  The  United  States  ha,Te  furnished  the 
West  Indies  with  the  essentials  of  existence,  and 
also  bave  afforded  a  market  for  the  colonial  pro- 
duce of  those  islands.  In  fact,  they  cannot  Tlvc 
without  provisions  from  the  United  Stales  tn  the 

E resent  state  of  the  world.  These  islands  have 
een  reduced  to  wretchedness  and  want  already, 
notwitbslanding  the  violations  of  the  embargo, 
and  flour,  we  learn,  has  been  as  high  as  20,  30,  40, 
50,  and  JM  ^er  barrel.  The  vast  importance  of 
these  possessions  alone,  to  the  mother  country, 
might  -have  been  »uE(icient  to  have  prodnced  a 
Killeraent  of  our  differences,  if 'other  con^iidera- 
(ions  had  not  prevented.  Attend  to  the  trade  with 
England  and  the  Continent  precious  to  the  Or- 
ders in  Council.  The  annual  exports  of  British 
manufactures  to  the  United  Stales  amount  to 
twelve  million  pounds  sterling.  In  exchanae  for 
these  manufactured  articles.  Great  Britain  re- 
ceives to  the  stnount  of  four  million  pounds  sterl- 
ing in  tobacco,  cotton,  wheat,  and  tfa?  substanllab 
of  life.  The  eight  milliona  which  remain  dut 
must  be  paid  in  money  or  bills.     To  raise  this 
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Contineutof  Europe  prodnce  of  the  United  Stales 
to  the  amount  of  this  eight  millions,  which  it 
aold,  and  the  amount  remitted  to  the  merchants 
in  London  to.  pay  the  debts  of  our  merchant! 
Tbit  trade  is  now  destroyed  by'  the  Orders  i: 
Council,  and  not  the  embargo — for  this  very  mea 
■nre  has  saved  our  vessels  m 
ebandise  from  coademnaiio 
from  impressment. 

Admit  for  one  moment  that  oar  embargo  i 
raised  tomorrow,  and  the  merchants  were  [ 
mitted  to  carry  on  their  commerce,  keeping 
of  view  the  disgrace  of  submitting  to  British  and 
French  edicts,  atid  what  would  be  the  result^    If 
the  merchants  directed  their  course  to  any  othi 
ports  than   those   of  the    British   dominions  ni 
countries  in  alliance  and  friendship  with  her,  the 
your  property  muse  only  doat  upon  the  ocean  i 
materials  fur  British  plunder.     If  they  were  ._ 
direct  their  course  to  the  pons  of  the  British  do-' 


mioions,  they  would  be  Mibject  to  capture  by  the 
French  privateers.  But  admit  that  our  vexsels 
would  escape  these  privateers,  what  price  would 
onr  merchants  get  for  their  produce  in  'British 
warehouses,  when  the  British  dominioos  would 
not  consume  fifteen  millions  ofour  exports,  which 
have  amounted  altogether,  foreign  and  domestic, 
to  one  hundred  and  eight  millions?  In  this  tiate 
of  thin^  our  merchants  would  see  their  merchan- 
dise rotting  in  the  Brilith  warehouses,  with  es- 
pen^es  of  carriageupon  it, without  a  possibility  of 
relieving  it  from  that  silualion.  The  Orders  in 
Couneil,  and  not  iheembargo,  have  destroyed  iihe 
cotnraerce  of  the  world.  The  commerce  of  the 
United  States  is  of  infinite  importance  to  Great 
Britain.  The  whole  manufacturing  interest.  th« 
mechanic,  the  laboring  poor,  are  deeply  injuretl 
by  its  suspension.  We  iball  no  longer  famish  a 
market  fur  her  manufacturers,  nor  furnish  her  tb« 
raw  material  and  other  erport*  important  to  her. 
Mr.  J,  then  adverted  (oasiatemeniof  the  ez|)orI* 
from  Great  Britain  to  all  the  world,  which  bail 
the  stamp  of  authority- upon  it,  amounting  to  thir- 
ty-seven millton  pounds  sterling;  abd  after  d«- 
ducting  the  exports  to  places  from  Which  Great 
Britain  is  now  entirely  excluded,  inelndlng  Amer- 
ica, her  exports  would  amoDut  only  to  about  rix 
-millions  pounds  sterling.  Could  a  nation  coud- 
tenMce  a  system  lilre  this  whei;  her  very  ezist- 
ence depended  opoQ  commerce?  She  might  hrare 
the  Sturm  for  a  season,  and  the  imrnense  capital 
thrown  Into  the  island  of  Great  Briiaiu  fai  want 
of  commerce,  might  enable  the  Cabioei  to  facili- 
tnie  their  loans;  but  a  change  must  take  place  if 
this  nation  weuld  persevere.  Attend  to  Londoa 
and  Liverpool  merchanis,  and  Mr.  Brouzham,  ia 
the  House  of  Commons,  against  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  this  statement  will  be  oonflrmed. 
It  was  proved  thai,  before  the  Orders  in  Gouocil, 
the  usual  activity  in  trade  existed.  The  mw- 
chanls  received  the  »ame  remittances;  the  pre- 
mium on  insurance  was  the  same.  But  when 
the  Orders  iti  Council  were  ijstied,  the  premiums 
on  insuraneea  amounted  lo  a.  prohibitroaof  trade. 
Merchants  who  had  received  remittanoes  to  the 
amount  of  £100,000  monthly,  received  notbmg. 
Men  of  business  reduced  their  hands  from  tbe 
number  of  Sfty  to  twelve,  and  others  reduced  the 
wages  which  they  paid  for  labor,  from  £S00  per 
week  to  £50.  Orders  were  protested^  and  the 
Orders  in  Council  assigned  as  the  special  reason. 
Notwithstanding  these  facts,  tbe  cry  is,  takeoff 
the  embargo.  All  the  evils  which  afHict  thia  na- 
tion are  ascribed  to  the  embargo,  when  in  fact  it 
protects  our  commerce  from  plunder. 

Tnrn  yeur  attention,  iiir,  to  the  interior  of  Orcat 
Britain.  Tbe  embargo  has  prodnced  other  effects. 
The  weavers  and  tailors  assembled  by  hundred* 
and  by  thousands,  in  a  peaceable  way,  to  Vcinoa- 
strate  against  the  Orders  in  GouBcil;  but  they  were 
welcomed  home  tosee  tbeir  families  starve  by  the 
sound  of  tbe  cannon,  and  some  of  them  killed. 
And  when  theseeffects  are  ^en, Mr.  Canning  tells 
us  that  he  wonid  gladly  remove  the  embargo,  la 
a  measure  of  inconvenient  resirictioii  nporn  th« 
American  citizeni,  if  it  could  be  done  without  a 
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grnt  sacrifice,  or  wiihoot  teemjo^  lo  interfere  in 
meaiurFs  of  our  interDsl  regulqlion.  The  pru- 
dcace  of  His  Majesty  iiveryco&spicUansjHQd  his 
nndCniess  trnly  paterna].  But, recollect  theproc- 
jflDXion  which  Issued  from- ine  British  Cabinet,' 


ioTiiiDg'  aod  eDcourasioi;  the  violators  of  lh< 
'  tigo !  The  armsof  His  Britannic  MaJMty  op 
0  teeeire  smugglers!    Come  irt,  all  ye  heity- 


ladeo  with  prarisions,  and  t  will  gi 
Wbeiber  joii  bare  papers  or  not,  you  shall  aot 
be'motested.  Thus,  protaetion  is  offered  to  the 
•maeglpr,  whilst  the  brmnfidt  merchant  must  be 
driren  from  the  ocean,  or  fall  a  aaerifice  to  the 
Ordrrs  in  Council. 

We  have  been  admonished  by  gentlemen  not  to 
ise  the  word  tributt.  If  i  should  'nut  be  able  to 
forfet  words  which  some  gemtemen  consider  mere 
dKlimation,  but  which  upon  my  mind  make  an 
iwful  impression.  I  hope  to  beexeused.  TheBrii- 
isb  Orders  in  Council  do  fli  a  lAt  upon  our  com- 
aieree,  as  much  as  if  it  were  imposed  upon  the 
wfaeat  in  your  barn,  the  horse  you  ride,  or  llie«orn 
ia  tbfe  Sell) ;  'and  submit  to  one  on  aeeonnt  of  the 
(Dperiority  of  the  British  Qary,  the  other  will  soon 
foHow,  wi  be  enforced  by  a  standing  army.  A 
mercbaiM  vessel  loads' with  cottoa  for  the  eonli' 
Dent  of  Europe — the  ahip'and  cargo  the  ptoperly 
of  an  American  citizen:  Great  Britain  hs  '' 
by  her  orders,  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Parlii 
that  the  merchant  shall  enter  a  British  port  and 
pay  a  lonnagB  duty,  a  taxof  ainepence  per  poand 
OD  Ibe  cotton,  and  then  pay  for  a  license — a  pas^ 
to  sail  to  Europe !  Is  ihis  taxation  or  not?  And 
an  alieinpt  has  been  made  to  evade  the  force  i^f 
this  statement,  by  saying  that  the  lax  would  ni 
be  paid,  beaanse  Prance  hnl  said,  if  we  pay  ih 
infaiDODti  tribute,  our  property  shall  be  confiscated 
OS  its  arrival  at  the  Continent. 

Thus,  the  iniquity  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
washed  awa*  by  a  declaraiian  from  Napoito' 
that  we  sball  riot  pay  this  tribute,  under  ihftpei 
ally  of  confiscatioa.  Bat,  sir,  suppose  our  me 
chant  should  refuse  to  go  b^  a  British  port  and  pa 
this  tax,  what  follows  f  British  cruisers  will  ca< 
ttire  the  vessels,  and  a  British  court  of  admiraliy 
will  condemn  your  cargo,  under  these  bleated 
Orden  in  Council. 

It  is  lime  thai  party  spirit  should  steep  in  obliv. 
ioo.  I  eih6rt  geotkmen  to  recollect  the  iuipor- 
Wnee  of  union.  At  the  most  alarming  crisis  thai 
ever  convulsed  the  ]tolitieal  world;  when  Empires 
tod  Kingdoms  have  changed  with  the  .season;  and 
Ataeriea,  buffetled  on  every  aide,  bns  maintained 
iheground  of  perfect  neutrality;  this  nation  should 
make  a  pause  on  this  high  eminence,  before  they 
plunge  into  the  dread  conflict.  One  false  step 
might  irretrievably  involve  the  coaolry  in  the 
eommoD  broil.  If  war  becomes  necessary,  and  the 
present  nleasure  should  fail  to  coerce  our  enemies, 
the  object  Id  view  is  worth  the  conflict.  But,  be- 
tween the  non-intercourse  system  and  war  there 
it  no  alternative.  A  Republican  Qovernment 
tbould  never  seet  or  invite  war;  but  they  will 
never  abandon  their  independenae,  or  yield  to  the 
onjui  demands  of  [tnperial-  despotism  or  monop- 
oliiiag  monareby. 


e  have  been  told  riot  to  invoke  the  spirll  of 
1T78,  and  that  it  would  become  a  tormentor  to  the 
'mbargo  system.  Sir,  let  ns  invoke  and  hail  that 
:piril.  When  it  comes,  it  will  only  frown  on  the 
inemies  of  our  eobntry. 

The  parallel  between  the  times  preceding  iha 
Declaration  of  Independence  and  the  times  pre- 
cedilis  1B08  is  awfully  impressive.  In  both  cases, 
'  r  as  England  ii  concerned,  this  nation  had  to 
I  taxation  of  a  British  ParliameDl.  Wilfaont 
ey  or  revenue,  wiihoulammunition,  without 
clothing,  t'he  people  of  America  resisted, and  ther 
weresuocessful;  and  in  160S,  their  posterity,  witb- 
a  fnll  Treasury,  with  ammunition,  and  every  de- 
sirable object,  will  not  sell  their  birthright  for  ft 
mess  of  pottage.  In  1776.  the  gentlemnn  sEiyi,w« 
had  an  Army.  Before  the  Colonies  had  no  army, 
a  British. army  occupied  the  Legislative  Hall  of 
Boston,  and  the  streets  were  drenched  with  the 
blood  of  its  citizens.  '  By  saying  this,  does  the  gen- 
tleman mean  war?  Let  him  speak  out;  for  the 
sarii^  spirit  of  slaughter  which  roused  the  Ameri- 
cans at  the  battle  of  Lexington  now  looks  you  in 
the  teeth,  and  demands  of  vou  submission.  Let 
not  the  gentleman  talk  of  local  jealousies — they 
do  not  exist.  The  cause  is  a  common  cause.  In 
the  conflict  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  Revolution, 
when  Boston  was  to  be  the  devoted  victim  of  Par- 
liamentary vengeance,  did  her  patriotic  sisten 
desert  in  tne  hour  of  dangerl  No,  sir.  Virginia 
declared  Ibe  cause  a  common  one.  and  her  exam- 
ple was  followed  by  other  States.  As  early  as 
176d,  'Virginia  recommended  a  non-importatioa 
agreement  to  resist  foreign  taxation.  Did  Massa- 
chusetts consider  this  as  submission?  No;  she 
adopted  the  system,  and  was  the  last  to  abandon 
it.  The  enthusiasm  of  liberty  was  general,  and 
men,  women,  and  children,  joined  iu  its  eieca- 
tion.  The  Union  is  one  and  indivisible.  Inflict 
a  wound  upon  the  right  hand  in  Massachusetts, 
and  the  blow  1«  equally  felt  it^the  left  in  Kentuc- 
ky. Tbongh  an  interior  Slatei  and  distant  ner- 
haps  from  the  ravaget^  ot  war,  she  will  stand  firm 
in  the  cause  of  freedom.  For  ber  firmness  and 
patriotism,  I,  as  one,  stand  pledged.  The  'West- 
ern country  never  will  relinquish  the  lawful  com- 
merce bf  the  United  States.  Away,  then,  with 
those  infamoos  puUications  which  speak  of  ens- 


Tbe  imagination!  of  some  gentlemen  create 
ideal  dangers.  1  neither  fear  the  conscripts  of 
Napoleon  nor  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  Upon 
terrajirma  we  know  we  are  safe.  And,  though 
a  thousand  evils  may  result  from  war,  the  spark 
of  liberty  can  never  be  extinguished  in  America. 
Armies  might  mow  down  oUt  citizens,  as  the 
mower  his  grass,  but  another  race  of  men,  more 
powerful  thao  these,  Wonid  rise  up  and  defend  the 
soil  where  the  fathers  of  our  independence  areen- 
tom'bed.  Events  areh)lling  on,  the  effeMs  of  which 
human  wisdom  cannot  foresee.  This  is  not  the 
cause  of  an  individual ;  tt  is  the  cause  of  seven- 
teen sovereign  and  independent  Slates  and  their 
Territories.  Not  the  present  generation  alone, 
but  posieriiy,isdeeplyinteresled.and  must  rejoice 
or  moarn  at  the  resiilt  of  our  present  struggles. 
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Mr.  Cloptoh  laiil,  ihal  it  had  not  beeu  hia  In- 
tenEion  lo  trouble  tb«  Committee  wiib  any  re- 
marbs  oo  the  lesolutioQ  now  immediately  under 
consideration;  buI,'froiD  the  turn  wbich  the  de- 
bate bad  taken,  he  now  thougbc  it  proper  la  offer 
to  ihe  Committee  a  few  lemarks. 

I  sbali  vote  for  Ehe  re&oluiiuD,  said  Mr.  C,  but 
really,  sir,  I  should  pauit— 1  should  hesitaie — 1 
should  feet  eitremely  leluciaat  lo  rnte  for  it.  if 
I  could  imagine  that  it  inroUes  the  consequences 
supposed  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  QtiiNoy,)  who  spoke  the  day  before  yesler- 
OBf  OQ  this  subject.  That  genilemau  supposes 
ibat  ibe  reaotulioD,  if  adopted,  will,  be  a  pledge 
thai  this  House  wilt  abandon  the  whole  tytlem 
of  measures  heretofore  adopted  in  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations.  That  gentleman  belierea  also 
that  the  suapeosion  of  trade  is  a  complete  aban- 
^oomentof  ailourrigbtBio  trade.  On  both  of  these 
points,  sir,  I  do  widely  differ  in  dpinion  from 
Ihftt  gentleman.  '  HisopinioD  that  an  adoption 
of  the  resolution  pledges  the  House  to  abandoa 
the  systeiD  hereiufoTc  adopted,  with  respect  lo 
the  suspension  of  export  trade,  induces  bim  to 
vote  for  it.  My  opinion  being  quite  difiereut 
/rom  bis,  I  feel  a  propriety  in  voting  for  it  on  the 
ground  of  my  uoderslanding  of  ila  import.  I 
consider  it,  sir,  as  a  plain  declaration  of  the  sense 
of  the  committee,  on  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  their 
country  by  the  belligerent  Dslions,  and  an  eri- 
deace  of  Ineir  determination  to  assert  thejr  rights 
u  an  iodepeodcnt  nation — that  this  is  simply  the 
true  import  of  the  resolution. 

But'  there  is  a  course  of  trade  which,  if  sanc- 
tioned and  pursued,  would  b«  an  abandonment  of 
our  commercial  righla.  Ido  believe,  said  Mr.  C, 
thai  a  submission  to  exercise  an  absolute  right 
under  any  condition  of  restriction  whatevar,  pre- 
scribed by  another  Power,  is  a  complete  abanaon- 
ment  of  that  right.  It  is  then  no  longer  asserted. 
as  aucb  absolute  right.  Ii  becomes  a  mere  favor 
granted  by  that  other  Power.  But  it  is  not  so 
with  a  bare  suspension  of  the  eseicise  of  tbai 
right.  This  suspensioo  asserts  the  absi>lute  right, 
by  refusing  to  exercise  aay  privilege  under  the 
oondition  or  restriction  prescribed  by  the  other 
Power.  Thus,  sir  I  will  exemplify  ibe  position 
I  have  stated.  Wnen  an  American  vessel,  bound 
for  a  port  in  contioental  Europe,  first  sails  into  a 
British  port,  and  there  pays  a  tax,  prescribed  un- 
der British  the  Orders  in  Council  for  permission  to 
proceed  lo  ibe  port  of  her  original  destination, 
she  then  abandons  the  ibsoIiMe  rigbl  to  sail  to  thai 

fiort,  and  accepts  the  permiisioo  as  a  mere  privi- 
ege  granted  to  ber  by  the  British  Government. 
But  a  suspension  of  ber  voyage  is  no  suoh  aban- 
donmenl.  So  a  suspension  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  by  the  embargo  lawisnoaban- 
donment  of  their  rights  of  commerce.  The  Le- 
gislature do  not  relinquish  their  rights  by  sus- 
pending the  trade  during  such  time  as  it  shall  be 
deemed  expedient  so  t«  do. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the 
course 01  his  remarks,  made  allusion  loa  declara- 
tion made  by  me  some  time  ago.  in  reference  tn 
■  tesoluiioQ  iairoduced  by  a  gentleman  from 


Vermont,  (Mr.  Crittrndem.)  That  resolution 
proposed  an  absolute,  unconditional  repeal  of  iho 
SCI  laying  an  embargo,  and  the  several  acts  sup- 
plemeotary  thereto..  The  declaration  alluded  lo 
was  applied  lo  that  resolution,  aod  iherepeal  pro- 
posed in  it — an  absolute,  unconditional  repeal  of 
those  Laws,  without  proposal  of  taj  other  atetr- 
Gure.  The  declaration  was  ihiu,  as  one  metiiber 
of  this  House,  I  never  could,  never  would  ctmaent 
to  ihe  repeal  so  long  fis  ihe  orders  and  decrees  of 
the  belligerents  against  our  commerce  eoaiinuai 
in  force ;  that  is,  such  repeal  as  was  proposed  in 
the  resolution — an  absolute,  unconditional  repeal. 
without  the  adoption  of  any  other  measura  ia 
lieu  of  it.  This,  sir,  wat  meant,  if  not  so  express- 
ed. Indeed,  sain  Mr.  C.,  I  oannol  see  how  it  can 
be  considered  as  neoessary,  for  a  right  under- 
standing, that  I  should  have  so  particularly- ex- 
Sressed  myself ;  as  the  declaration  was  made  ia 
irect  reference  to  the  resolution  proposed.  1 
know  not  bow  I  could  hate  been  supposed  to 
mean  otherwise — how  1  could  have  been  suppos- 
ed to  pUdge  myself  by  ibai  deolaraiion  forever 
to  adhere  to  the  embargo,  at  all  events,  during  a. 
continuance  of  [hose  orders. and  decrees,  and  tr- 
over to  prefer  it  to  any  olhel'  msMure.  The  pe- 
riod may  possibly  arrive,  said  he,  when  it  will  be 
deemed  preferable  to  arm  and  force  the  'trade, 
rather  than  further  continue  the  embargo.  The 
period,  for  aiigfai  I  know,  may  arrive  when  war 
Itself  would  be  preferable  tn  such  further  coniin- 
uaace  of  it.  The  period  may  arriv«  when  I  may 
be  convinced  of  this— when  it  will  be  my  duif 
to  vote  for  raising  the  embargo,  and  perrailtiitg 
American  vessels  to  be  armed  for  their  defence, 
though  war  should  be  the  consequence.  But  the 
period  never  can  avive,  so  long  as  those  orders 
and  decrees  continue  in  force,  when  I  shall  feel 
willing  (if  I  koow  anything  of  my  own  h^ri) 
to  Totp  for  raising  the  embargo  without  some 
other  provision  being  made  in  support  of  our 
maritime  rights.  If,  therefore,  the  period  should  _, 
arrive,  diiting  a  continuance  of  those  edieu,  when 
I  shall  vote  for  removiog  ih^  embargo,  il  will  be 
on  condition  iha,t  some  other  provision,  some  ef- 
fectual provisioo,  shall  be  made  in  support  of  those 
irights.  To  open  the  trade  under  the  existing cir- 
cumsta^ices,  and  subject  it  to  all  the  outrages  to 
which,  it  would  be  exposed,  without  security, 
from  the  operation  of  those  edicts,  I  trust,  as  one 
individual  membei  of  this  body,  I  never  abali 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  expressed 
asiDDisbment,  that  a  declaration,  like  that  alluded 
to,  should  have  been  made;  aqd,  if  i  mistake  not, 
said  Mr.  C,  he  asked,  very  sagaciously  indeed,  if 
members  of  this  House  were  beooming  mad? 
Whether  those  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the 
honor  generally  to  act,  or  myself,  shall  manifest 
any  degree  of  madness,  our  conduct,  I  presume, 
said  Mr.  C.,  will  best  determine ;  in  the  mean- 
while, however,  1  believe  we  may  sadely  answer 
the  gentleman,  that  we  are  not  mad,  but  "  ^teak 
forth  the  words  of  troth  and  soberness:"  And 
further,  I  trust  that  we  are  aiming  lo  do  the  acta 
and  deeds  of  honor  and  palriotisoi,  aa  well  m* 
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others.  Perhmpt  the  g«Dtletii«n'a  MtonUhmeat 
may  be  eieiteil' *new  Rt  the  decUratioQ  now 
again  made  by  me,  precisely  in  the  same  leDii- 
mettt,  precisely  with  the  same  meaning,  a«  before. 
tt  is  not,  I  repeat  il,  an  sbsolole  deelaralioii  that  1 
neTcr  will  rote  for  Taisiag  the  embargo  during  a 
coatinuance  of  Ihe  edicts  of  the  belligerenu ;  but 
that  I  nerer  will  Tote  for  it  without  aeme  oiber 
pravisioa,  in  support  of  our  jasi  rights. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  C_  I  am  not  now  pledging  myself 
CO  vole  for  TPmoTiog  the  embargo  on  tbe  condi- 
lion  I  have  meoiioned.  On  Ibe  contrary.  I  say 
that  from  etatj  View  I  have  been  able  to  take  of 
the  ezislJDg  state  of  things,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  embargo  ought  still  to  be  coDtinucd.  Wben 
the  Tcaolutlon.  which  has  been  roeocioned,  pr[>- 
posiog  a  repeal  of  tbe  embargo  system  was  first 
offered,  I  was  then  of  opinion  that  no  proceedings 
ought  to  be  had  relative  to  the  parlicDiar  act  lay- 
ing the  embargo,  since  tbe  belligerents  bad  coa- 
linned  in  force  their  unjust  and  outrigeous  edicts 
agaiait  oar  lawful  commerce.  On  that  subject  1 
wonld  then  bare  remained  perfectly  silent.  I  would 
have  paased  orer  that  particular  act  with  the 
utnosi  indifference,  I  would  have  refrained  from 
lonching  (he  Mibjeci,  as  I  wbuld  refrain  from 
moving  the  Houae  for  tbe  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  these  States  constiiaie 
an  in^pendeol  nation  or  not.  In  this  .senlimeot 
I  Toted  a^iost-a  conaidcratiou  of  tbe  resolution 
at  that  time.  Did  I  say,  sir,  that  I  wonld  bare 
lefraioed  from  touching,  that  subject?  Yes.  I 
wonid  have  r^rained—aBd  I  would  still  refrain 
from  lonching  it  so  a«  to  agitate  tbe  question  of 
repeal  ai  this  time,  or  so  as  in  any  other  manner 
to  weaken  any  of  the  laws  upon  that  subject.  1 
would  rather  make  them  much  more  effectual. 
I  wonld  add  tenfold  strength  to  their  ralidiiy— I 
'would  act  in  that  spiiit,aQd  would  manifest  such 
degree  qf  unconcerned  neaa  as.  to  the  effect  which 
ihe  system  baa  on  ourselves,  as  to  demoniitrale  to 
the  proud  tyrants  who  inflict  the  injurious  ag- 
gretsionr,  and  to  the  whole  world  besides,  that 
ire  do  not  feel  it.  This  would  ifaow  to  them 
that  however  they  may  view  it  as  a  sacrifice  on 
Che  {Art  of  the  people  of  this  coQntry,  It  is  one 
which  the  great  body  of  them  do  not  regard— oae 
larhlcfa  they  are  prepared  to  endure  withouta  mo- 
ment's nneasiness,  without  a  moment's  repining. 
Tbia,  said  Mr.  C,  I  did  believe  would  have  btea 
ROod  policy  for  the  Housa  to  have  adopted  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session — a  policy  in  which  to 
have  been  joined  by  a  majority  I  should  have  re- 
joiced. 1  consider  it,  said  he,  Co  be  highly  im- 
portant to  the  reputation  of  this  country  that 
any  expectation  of  the  beltigerenls  that  ihii 
Oovemment  would  submit  to  tlieir  unjust  edicts 
should  be  disappointed;  that  they  should  as 
early  as  possible  be  coovinced  of  their  mistake 
in  leapeet  to  the  American  character.  Sir,  said 
he,  it  is  supreiDcly  important  to  die  honor,  the 
difniiy,  the  glory  of  this  rising  nation  that  such 
•diets  should  never  be  in  any  maaner  submitted 
to  OD  our  part;  that  the  idea  of  receiving  as  a 
giacioos  booo,  from  either  of  them,  the  privilege 
of  trading  wbrae  aiul  in  what  we  have  a  complete 


rifht  to  trade  as  we  please,  should  be  spurned 
with  indignation  ;  that  there  should  be  found  no 
room  for  a  doubt  of  our  fixed  delMmioation,  or  of 
our  ability,  to  abide  hy  the  measure,  which  we 
have  adopted,  at  a  means  of  aasening  our  rights; 
and  that  no  step  should  be  taken  on  our  part, 
which  could  be  construed  into  any  degree  of 
aequiescence  in  their  violations.  Shall  We  then 
■ubnil  to  putebase  such  a  paltry  privilege  by 

Eayment  of  tribute?  an  odious,  abnmiAable  tri- 
ule?  Can  the  high  soul  of  America  stoop 
down  to  ihisi  No,  air,  it  cannot,  it  will  not. 
I  trust,  said  he,  that  this  resolution  will  serve 
as  one  evidence  that  il  is  determined  never  to  sub- 
mit i  and  with  this  sentiment  I  feel  a  aaiisfac- 
lion  in  voting  for  the  resolution.  Il  mnnifesls  lo 
the  world  the  delerminalloo  of  this  biuly;  and, 
if  adhered  lo,  wilt  leave  no  ground  to  ihe  bellig- 
erents for  any  further  calculatiou^,  favorable  lo 
their  designs,  from  the  partial  discoatents  which 
have  appeared  in  one  section  of  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  concluded  by  observing  that  the  mea- 
sures recommended  by  the  select  committee  in 
the  olber^  two  resolutions  reported  by  them,  Dot 
being  then  immediately  under  consideraiion,  he 
should  not  enter  into  any  gene^l  discussion  of 
them,  or  make  any  further  remarks  respecting 
the  embargo  at  this  lime  as  ihat  subject  also  was 
not  immediately  before  ine  Committee. 
■  Mr.  Ranoolpu. — We  have  now  progressed 
very  far  in  the  fourth  week  of  our  session.  We 
met  here  at  a  time  when  every  man  in  this  House 
and  out  of  it  seemed  to  vie  wiib  his  neighbor  in 
the  expression  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a  mo- 
mentous crisis.  There  are  few  of  us  who  have 
influence  enough  at  Lome  to  avoid  the  censure 
of  their  oonsliiaenis,  in  case  of  a  failure  in  a  punc- 
tual attendance  on  theirdoty.  At  the  commence- 
of  this  'session  public  eipectalJon  was 
raised  lo  the  most  painful  pitcli ;  and  yet  one- 
fourih  of  the  time  assigned  by  the  Constiluiion 
''or  our  deliberations  has  elapsed,  and  in  what 
iituaiioD  does  [he  Congress  of  the  United  States 
find  Itself?  Debating  what  haabeeq  termed  aji 
nbtlract  proposition.  When  the  report  was  made, 
ny  worthy  friend  who  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Mi,- 
coM.)  with  his  wonted  sagacity,  saw  in  that  prop- 
s  entire  fuiilily.  Let  me  not  be  mistaken, 
my. intention  to  deny  the  truth*  of  the 
propositioD,  mue4i  less  to  vote  against  it ;  but  my 
friend  r;'Dm  North  Carolina  saw  that  it  was  not 
to  be  made  the  basis  of  a  future  conduct ;  that,  iit 
fact,  no  bill,  no  measure,  nolhing  suhatantial, 
oould  grow  out.  of  it.  And  are  we  to  employ 
aurselves  in  this  manner  for  the  amusement  of 
ihe  galleries,  of  the  public  of  Georgetown,  Wash- 
ington, and  its  vicinity?  When  this  resolution 
introduced  by  the  committee,  whose  report 
jw  under  consideration,  I  regretted  it  on  a 
:iy  of  accDUniK,  not  only  in  the  same  view  as 
my  friend  before  me  has  taken  of  it,  but  for  other 
reasons.  I  asked  myself,  in  Ihenrst  place,  on 
whom  il  was  lo  operate-?  On  us?  Have  we  so 
eouducted  ourselves  heretofore,  or  are  we  now 
about  so  to  act  that  a  doubi  exists  amoo^  us  whe- 
ther we  will  support  our  rights,  or  submit  to  tbe 
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high  bebesis  of  the  two  great  belligerents  t  For 
ourselves  is  ibis  medicine,  or  for  the  Amerinan 
people  1  Do  ihey  want  a  (allying  poini  7  Has 
the  Ooveromect  of  the  United  Slates  ever  taken 
a  gtonad  in  which  iheyhavsbeeti  backward  to  sup- 
port  it?  Are  we  fearful  of  the  temper  of  our  own 
ciliKeiisI  Do  we  ihink  it  necpssary  to  raise  their 
courage  to  the  siioking-place  by  this  inceDtiva  1 
or  is  it  to  operate  on  the  two  ereal  belligerents  7 
h  Mr.  Armstrong  or  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  some  new 
note,  to  serve  up  this  new  prescription,  to  eiciie 
Ihe  miuds  of  those  QoTernmcnts  to  Araerican 
wrongs,  acd  to  a  sense  of  justice?  I  am  afraid 
not ;  1  am  afraid  we  have  tried  this  method  too 
often  not  again  to  fail  of  success.  I  did.  indeed, 
regret  it ',  1  regretted  the  iutroductioD  of  this  rea- 
olution,  ooi  only  for  the  reasons  which  I  hare 
■tated,  but  as  going  still  further  to  establish  the 
ereed  that  words,  in  some  form  or  other,  areall 
■he  means  which  we  have  to  employ.  No,  sir; 
if  we  make  an  impression  upon  Europe,  it  must 
be  by  somethiog  more  Bubslanlial.  We  have 
tried  the  old  dkt'drink,  long  enough. 

Tbe  House  will  pardon  me  if  I  forbear  a  mi- 
nute recapitulation  of  thewrongt  Which  we  hare 
received, -not  only  .from  (be  i  wo  great  belligereois 
of  £urope,  but  from  the  little  belligerents  also.  I 
confess  that  I  have  not  a  stomach  far  the  nause- 
ous detail.  I  cannot,  like  Siiylock,  lake  apleasure 
in  saying,  on  such  a  day,  you  called  nie  dog  I  on 
audi  a  day,  you  spit  upon  my  gabardine.  I  Have 
•een  ihem  dresssd  in  every  possible  shape,  incor- 
respondenbes  of  our  Ministers  and  in  reports  of 
committees  of  this  and  the  other  Houk.  I  musi 
confess,  for  one.  that  I  mke  no  pleasure  in  tbe 
perusal  of  sucn  reports.  I  cannot,  riot  in  the 
(trenglh  of  our  argumeot — I  wish  the  argument 
of  the  enemy  was  a  little  better,  and  ours  a  little 
worse  ;  1  cannot  hall  erery  new  aggression,  be- 
cause it  gires  occasion  to  extend  our  deroantU  of 
reparation,  t  wish  we  bad  not  quite  so  much  ar- 
gument on  OUT  side,  and  that  they  had  a  1 
more  of  the  injuryon  theirs.  I  verily  belie-ve 
that,  a*  lung  as  you  have  the  whole  of  the  injury. 
they  will  bave  very  litile  solicitude  in  yieldinsr  to 
'      '     -     "    ■  nent.   Yes,  sir,  I  confess 

lificaiion  at  hearing  this 
theme  rung  in  tny  car,  and  the  only 
rernedy  found  lo  be  in  words,  words,  words — 
correspondence  of  Ministers,  instructiona  of  Sec- 
retaries of  Stale,  and  reports  of  coaimittees  of 
the  two  Houses.  We  have  been  four  weeks  in 
session,  and,  as  to  beneGl — I  speak  of  myself,  I 
hope  there  are  others  who  are  conscious  of  hav- 
ing done  a  grpBler  share — as  to  the  benefit  that  tbe 
puDlic  has  received  from  my  attendance,  I  hati 
much  better  bave  been  st  home,  enjoying  tbe 
fine  weather  in  my  own  family,  than  silting  here, 
listening  to  the  di.scussion  of  propositions,  from 
which,  whether  negatived  or  agreed  to,  no  possi 
ble.  good  can  be  derived.  We  have  been  fuui 
weeks  in  session,  raised  a  Committee  of  Exterior 
Relations,  who  bave  brought  in  a  long  and  labor- 
ed reoort,  and,  so  help  me  Heaven,  not  one  atom 
of  ■ubstaDce  is  there  in  the  report,  except  the 
inttruction  moved  by  my  friend  from  Nortn  Car- 


Jou  tbe  beet  of  tlie  argum 
feel  a  deep  si  ' 


:vj 


la ;  all  ttie  rest  is  preface,  ei)isode,  prologae, 

1  epilogue.     I  hare  no  disposition  to  attack  the 

iileman's  report ;  I  have  no  particular  fault  to 

1  with  iL     It  is  much  in  the  alyle  and  fashion 

of   ihe  liroes-r-lhe  aggressions   of    France   and 

Great  firiiain  served  up,  though,  1  think,  not  with 

)uiie  such  eiquisiie  cookery  as  sometimes  is  pre* 

lented  to  dur  palain. 

But  perhaps  it-may  be  said  that  the  declaration 
which  occupies  ifae  outpost  of  that  report  is  to  be 
in  eonneiioii -witb  the  subsequent  resolu- 
and  that  ihe  whole-  subject  U  fairly  before 
immiitee,  aird  ought  to  be  embractd  in  one 
of  view.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  un- 
[lerstand  the  language  of  that  resolution,  it  meant 
precisely  nothing,  or  more  t^an  meets  the  eye. 
ll  is  a  resolution  that  it  is  in(:onsistent  with  tbe 
honor,  independence,  and  so  forth,  of  the  United 
Stales  to  sohmtL  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Briuiii 
and  France.  I  think  tbai  is  the  language.  Ii 
this  to  be  considered  a*  a  declaration  of  war 
against  these  two  Powers  1  Or  are  we  to  re- 
solve in  one  breath  that  we  cannot,  without  ft 
sacrifice  of  our  rights,  honor,  and  indepeoden 
submit  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  t 
France,  and,  in  the  next  breatli,  solemnly  re- 
solve that  we  will  1  I  know  it  has  been  said  that 
a  temp'orary  suspension  of  our  commerce  is  not 
ag  annihilation  of  that  'commerce.  Where  will 
gentlemen  find  a  temporary  susAension  of  our 
commerce}  In  what  clause  of  ihe  sUtuie  book 
will  ihev  find  the  time  prescribed  wben  that  com- 
merce shall  revive?  And  if  a  perpetual  probibi' 
tion  of  all  commerce  of  esporis  and  a  prohibition 
.of  all  commerce  of  imports  be  not  a  submission 
lo  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  I  know 
not  in  what  submission  can  consist  I  have  not 
the  assurance  to  stand  .upon  tfaia  floor  and  declare 
ibal  the  embargo  is  a  resistance  to  the  edicts  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  when  1  find  our  Qov- 
ernment  has  given  to  the  Governments  of  those 
iwo'couniries  an  explanation  of  it  so  vpry  differ- 
ent. The  embargo  is  ropresenied  to  be  nothing 
ibore  than  an  internal  regulation,  not  a  cause  of 
ofiencc,  not  an  aggression  or  cause  of  aggreEsion, 
nothing  hostile  in  its  character.  Is  it.  then,  a  re- 
sistance to  tbe  decrees  of  Great  Britain  and 
France?  And  if  a  suspension  of  exports  be  not 
resistance,- but  a  mere  measure  of  internal  r^n- 
lation,  not  of  relBlialioD,  how  will  the  suspensioa 
f  imports  eonstiiuta  that  resiit- 


1  listened  to  ihe  gentleman  from  Masaacbu setts, 
(Mr.  QuiNCT,)  the  other  day,  with  very  great 
pain,  because  I  heard  him  aitempt^aslconeeived, 
to  draw  lines  of  distiDCiion  mtween  different 
sections  of  this  great  ConiioenL  He  entered  into 
calculaiions,  which  I  not  onlv  believe,  but  know, 
[0  be  erroneons,  lending  lo  show  that  his  section 
suffered  out  of  all  proportion  more  ihan  all  others. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  examine  bis  siate- 
mtnts.  I  admit  that  ihere  are  parts  of  ihe  coun- 
try which  suffer  more  than  others,  bat  I  deny  the 
¥!nileman's  posiiions  in  toio ;  I  deny  (bat  tbe 
reasury  and  custom-house  books  afford  any  data 
of  the  jTclative  comsieree  of  e^ch  State,  and  p«r- 


.dbyCoo^le 


597 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


698 


NOTESBGR,  1808. 


Fbreign  Relations. 


H.  OP  B. 


ticaUrlr  of  Ihe  Stale  which  I  partly  represent 
and  ibe  Bute  coDliguous  to  it  on  tbe  sooih.  But, 
■I  thr  sanae  time  that  1  deprecate  the  effects  of 
■hit  measure  throughout  the  Oniicd  States,  I  trust 
thai  tht.TE  exists  a  ad  will  always  eiiit  within  this 
country  a  power  lo  execQte  the  laws.  I  shaH  be 
■mon^  the  first  to  rally  Brognd  them.  When  the 
opposite  docirioe  is  fairly  broached  and  acted  oD, 
I  cRTioot  see  to  whnt  porpose  we  are  a  confed?- 
raied  people;  lo  what  purpose  wc  have  a  national 
GoTerornent;  I  cannot  bring  mysplf  to  bEltcTe 
that  there  exists  in  this  enunlry  a  disposilioo, 
(and  I  am  sorry  to  sae  this  very  tcsohitioii,  be- 
cause it  seems  to  imply  that  there  does  exist  such 
«  disposition.)  to  violate  the  laWi  aod  sap  the 
fouodation  <■[  the  Union.  I  shall  not  act  on  the 
pretamplion,  but  wait  until  a  case  shall  occur, 
and,wher)  it  does  oecor,  I  would  apply  the  only 
eortrctive — the.  knife,  and  the  actual  cautery. 
BiiI,-on  that  account,  I  do  not  the  less  deprecate 
lb  e  effects  of  ihe  embargo;  Ilook  upon  it  as  a 
measure  ruinous,  in  a  great  degree,  to  our  couO' 
try.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  an  aspect  iDwhkh 
Icaonol  but  behold  it  with  pleasure.  It  is»  test 
of  the  patriotism  and  tirlue  of  this  people.  The 
(DbmisMon  of  those  who  think  even  worse  of  it 
(baa  I  do-^I  wilt  say  their  quiet  submission ;  for 
their  opposition  has  extended  only  to  argument — 
if  a  tnt  of  the  Ti,rlue  of  our  people,  of  ibtir  wil- 
lingpess  to  support  the  Oo7ernment  in  any  sacri- 
fice for  the  public  good — to  support  iteren  where 
thai  Government  has  obviously  mistaken  and 
misunderslBod  ibcir  best  infcresta.  Compare,  if 
you  please,  for  a  moment,  the  pressure  of  the 
embargo,  and  the  degree  of  pressure  arising  from 
the  celebrated  excise  law ;  put  the  two  things  in 
the  balance,  anil  weigh  tbera.  In  the  one  case 
there  was  insurrection,  open  rebellion  ;  you  see 
Ihe  Father  of  bi!>  Country  obliged  to  extend  his 
«rm  to  chastise  his  ^ndutiful  children  and  reclaim 
them  to  the  path  of  duty.  In  the  other  ease  you 
aee  (whatever  may  have  been  the  evasions  of  the 
Uw)  ostensible  submission  to  it.  The  virtue  in 
the  one  case  which  withstood  the  stronger  temp- 
tation, ii  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  that 
which  succumbed  to  the  weaker  in  the  other. 

But  ia  viewing  the  policy  which  has  been  pur- 
Hued.  forsom^  lime  back,  arid  {[entlemen  seemed 
determined  now  lo  adhere  to  it,  I  am  irresistibly 
Jed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  wnich  produced onr 
present  form  of  Oovernment.  I  oeliere  they 
grew  out  of  commerce.  The  principal  difficulty. 
I  believe,  among  the  States,  was,  thai  there  was 
DO  general  power  for  the  regulation  of  commerce. 
That  commerce  was  theprlnclpalsoorbe  whence 
leTenue-  wa*:  to  be  derived  ;  and  the  want  of  gen- 
eral and  uniform  regulations  dried  up  that  very 
naUTct.  The  first  proposition  was  to  vest  the  old 
Congress  with  the  powerof  laying  an  ud  valorem 
duly  generally.  Cerlaia  I  am  that  the  meeting 
at  Annapolis,  the  precursor  of  the  Convention  of 
1787,  wasa^mcetiog  directed  lothe  promoiion  of 
ibe  cotQRurcial  interests  of  this  country.  The 
United  Slates  weie  gDveri»ed  by  this  considera- 
tion primarily — for  Surely  they  ware  in  very  lit- 
tle daoger  of  going  to  war  with  one  another— it) 


forming  a  Government  under  which  this  very 
commerce  has  arisen  to  a  heishrio  which  no  man 
could  have  (uticipaled.  And  are  we  now,  with- 
out warning,  to  break  up  all  our  institutions  hero- 
tofore,  and  declare  for  a  Chinese  policy  ?  Do 
gentlemen  remember  when  a  itiscriminaiion  was 
made  between  American  and  foreign  ships,  the 
excitement  which  it  crested  1  The  gentlemen 
from  the  Southern  Stales  said,  you  are  going  to 
tax  Us  for  the  benefit  of  the  Eastern  navlgattOD. 
When  a  proposition  was  made  to  lay  a  heavy 
duty  on  the  import  of  foreigo  raanufaciures,  iho 
gentlemen  of  the  Southern  States  said,  you  tax 
us  for  the  benefit  of  your  manufactures.  This  is 
well  remembered.  But,  did  any  man  everdream 
that  Ihesc!  two  sections  of  the  country  should 
uoile,  the  one  to  destroy  the  raw  material,  and 
the  other  (o  cut  up  commerce  by  the  root  7  There 
was,  indeed,  formerly  a  contest  between  the 
grower  and  the  carrirr,  each  contending  for  his 
separate  interest — but  that  both  should  unite,  the 
one  ID  prevent  the  growth,  and  the  other  lo  pre- 
vent the  cBiriage  of  produce,  is  reallv  a  solecism 
I  am  unable  to  explain.  The  genileman  from 
MassBcbnselti  (Mr.  Q,tJmDT)  speaks  feelingly  of 
the  suBeringi  ol  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  I 
believe' the  piclnre  which  h^  drew  may  be  correct. 
I  am  even  willing  to  allow  (holding  up  my  hands 
at  the  same  time  against  all  his  calculations)  ihat 
his  constituents  may  suffer  more  than  mine.  But 
what  is  the  siitmtion  Of  tbe  tobacco  country,  and 
I  live  in  the  heart  of  it  whether  you  draw  the 
line  from  Nort!)  to  Sooih,  or  from  East  to  Westl 
If  we  pursue  this  course  of  policy,  the  proJucI  of 
the  New  Bugland  fisheries  may  be  consumed,  the 
tice  of  Souto  Carolina  may  be  eaten,  and  the 
cotton  of  Georgia  may  be  spun.  What  is  the 
tobacco  planter  lo  do  with  his  two  crops  of  that 
ridicnlous  and  nauseous  luxury?  What  is  he  lo 
do  with  the  third  crop,  for  the  time  is  fast  ap- 
proaching when  preparation  must  be  made  to 
plant  ft  1  And  in  what  situation  are  we  placed? 
I  have  00  disposilioo  lo  enter  into  highly-colored 
piciurei  of  the  siate  of 'the  country.  I  feel  loo 
much  the  condition  of  that  part  from  which  I 
come,  to  say  much  about  it.  It  is  deplorable— 
that  is  enough. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  said  that,  whatever  ob- 
jection be  taken  to  the  two  first  resolutions,  there 
can  be  no  duubi  of  the  perfect  propriety  of  The 
final  one.     What  is  ill 

"  Betohed,  That  ueudrei  ought  to  be  immediataly 
taken  to  Dlace  th«  conntr;  in  a  more  complete  state  of 
defence. 

This  is  a  twin  brother  of  tbe  first.  Will  you 
refer  it  lo  a  committee  to  draft  a  bill  in  porsti- 
ance  of  iti  Are  you  going  to  refer  the  first  mo> 
luliofl  lo  a  committee  that  a  bill  may  be  placed 
on  tbe  statute  book,  to  perpetuate  the  fad  that 
ibe  United  Stales  are  insulted  and  have  not  re- 
sisted? For.  as  far  as' ihe  report  goes,  of  what 
does  it  speak  1  Of  keeping  within  ourselves  and 
of  preparing  for  defence.  If  a  man  be  insulted 
beyond  thf  power  of  hunlan  endurance  to  bear, 
how  does  be  resist?  By  retiring  to  his  house  and 
adding  another  bolt  to  his  street  door — another 
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a?    la  thu  the 


leni  la  the  embargo  syi 
whi£h  we. will  re»iBlT  And  yet  [bi 
.lee  ui?  Ihai  tbef  ^ill  Dot  submit,  and 
bring  □otbiDg  Defure  you  but  a  vague  propoiiiroa 
that  ibe  United  Slates  be  put  ia  a  better  state  o{ 
defence.  Shall  ne  raise  more  troops?  Gentle- 
men will  hardly  venture  upon  thai.  Will  you 
arm  the  militial  That  plan,  to  use  the  slang  of 
the  day,  has  had  the  go-by  gireo  it.  You  are 
(old  that  the  militia  can  only  be  armed  in  such 
small  porlions  that  the  good  to  result  I'rom  the 
measure  will  araonnt  to  liille  or  nutbing.  Noth- 
ing remains,  then,  but  to  build  more  gunboats. 
The  Pre:>iden[  of  the  United  State;  says,  thai  it 
has  not  been  deemed  expedient  lo  build  those  al- 
ready authorized.  What  new  measures  of  de- 
fence are  then  eonlemplaCed  1  We  hare  tried 
every  chord,  and  none  of  them  will  Tibraie.  What 
will  be  (he next  resort?  In  fact,  I  am  extremely 
sorry  to  be  obliged  lo  speak  in  this  free  manner  of 
this  report ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  this  House 
bare  asked  of  the  Committee  of  Exterior  Rela- 
tions bread,  and  they  have  received  a  stone.  They 
have  received  "naked  resolutions."  Really,  to  use 
the  words  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr.  G^  W. 
Cahfrell)  who  advocates  them,  they  appear  in 
all  the  nakedness  of  infantile  imbecility.  Naked 
they  came  into  the  House,  and  naked  they  must 
£0  out  of  it.  They  are  not  to  be  clothed  with 
measures ;  or,  at  least,  it  is  generally  avowed  that 
no  measure  is  to  be  taken  in  consequence  of  the 
one  under  discussion. 

I  do  not  know  how  far  1  may  or  may  not  have 
been  in  order  in  the  observations  which  I  have 
hastily  thrown  out;  I  say,  hastily,  because  it  may 
be  supposed  that  I  have  risen  to  redeem  that 

E ledge  which  the  public  papers  of  tbe  morning 
a*e  given  for  me  to  address  th«  House,  when 
nothing  was  further  from  my  mind.  But,  before 
I  sit  down,  I  will  ask  the  genllemen  who  brought 
in  tbe  report,  lo  reconcile  some  things  which  do 
ooi  appear  to  me  altogether  ioteliigiUe,  as  they 
DOW  stand. 

"  Tha  Milan  decree  of  1807  [17th  December]  cu  stiU 
leM  rut  for  its  defence  on  tha  lUppoaed  acquieaeence 
«f  the  United  States  in  the  British  oiden  of  the  pre- 
ceding month,  since  those  orders,  which  have  not  cer- 
teinly  been  acquiesced  in,  were  not  eveo.  known  in 
America  at  the  dale  of  the  decree." 

Tbe  decree  of  Milan,  then,  was  dated  on  tbe 
17ib  of  December ;  the  orders  were  not  known  in 
America  ai  the  dale  of  the  decree,  and  the  embar- 
go was  laid  on  the  22d.  In  anoitier  part  of  tbe 
report,  we  Gad  the  followiog: 

"  This  wu  received  on  the day  of  December, 

•ad  a  copy  of  the  dedsion  in  tbe  oaae  of  the  Hoiiion 
having  at  (he  wme  time  reached  OoTemnteDt,  the 
President,  aware  of  the  consequences  which  would 
ftUuw  that  new  state  of  Uutigs,  communicated  irnna- 
-dialely  to  Congress  the  alteration  of  the  French  ds- 
crcea,  and  recommendeil  the  embargo,  which  was  ae- 
Dordingljla^don  the  82d  of  December,  1807;  at  which 
time  it  wai  well  understood,  in  this  countiy,  that  the 
British  Orders  of  Conncil  of  November  preceding  had 
iasued,  ■Itheugh  they  were  not  affieiaU;  commuaicaled 
to  our  Oovernmeot." 


This  is  an  aaachroDism  which  I  cannot  recon- 
cile, thougb  1  do  not  say  that  it  is  irreconcilable. 
It  is  very  lar  from  being  my  wish,  if  the  United 
States  are  determined  not  to  submil  to  tbe  ordera 
and  decrees  of  the  bellige reals,  nothing  would  be 


irthet 


y  theu 


ty  of  that  resiitaqce;  but  I  confess  that  I 
wisn  to  see  in  what  that  resii^tance  is  to  consist. 
I  am  as  firmly  of  opinion  as  [  am  certain  that  I 
am  now  addressing  you,  that  the  difficulties  in 
whioh  the  United  Slates  now  are,  take  date  from 
the  year  1805-'B— a  date  at  which  some  eentle- 
men  hare,  in  the  discussion,  commenced  loe  se- 
ries of  foreign  wrongs  inflicted  on  us.  Much  has 
been  said  of  the  spirit  of  '76.  It  was  in  tbe  year 
1805  that  ihis  spirit  slept.  Wc  then  knew  that 
our  territory  was  trad  by  hqstile  footsteps,  and  we 
would  not  take  steps  loassert  its  character.  From 
that  time,  ils  character  has  been  on  the  decline  ia 
Europe,  and  we  bave  to  re-establish  it  by  some- 
thing belter  than  this  report — by  something  of  a 
very  different  nature — unless,  indeed,  the  tirst 
resolution  is  meant  to  contain  a  declaration  of 
war  against  both  belligerentSj  and  the  second  to 
devise  the  bei.1  mode  of  carrying  ii  on  against  one 
of  them,  leaving  at  the  same  lime  all  resistance 
to  the  other  out  of  the  g^uestion.  .  I  wiih  lo  con- 
fine myself  to  that  part  Tphich  goes  to  excluding 
imports;  thel  part  which  excludes  all  foreign 
armed  ships,  has  my  hearty  coneurrenoe.  It  baa 
so  happened  that,  from  tbe  time. to  which  I  hare 
referred,  the  difficulties  of  this  couolry  bare  been 
thickening,  and  the  character  of  the  couoiry  de- 
clining abroad.  That  (his  is  a  fact,  no  man  can 
or  will  deny.  Then  it  rausi  be  by  a  different  pot- 
icy  from  that  pursued  from  the  time  which  I  ha»« 
mentioned,  that  the  character  of  the  country  is  to 
be  recovered.  The  old  policy  has  been  tried,  it 
will  not  answer.  What  have  we  done?  W« 
have  been  trampled  upon  uBresisliogly  by  Spain. 
When  the  Minister  of  our  country  was  at  tbe 
Court  of  that  Government, and  when,  Ihaveer- 
ery  reason  to  believe,  ax  far  as  the  papers  laid  tw' 
fore  the  House  enable  me  lo  judge,  that  he  bad 
taken  an  imposing  attitude,  what  was  tbe  result? 
The  n^tialion  was  paralyzed  by  the  news  that 
a  speciu  mission  of  Mr.  Bowdoin,  a  respectable 
man— if  there  must  be  a  special  mission,  as  good 

with  thai  negotiation!  We  had  already  two 
Ministers  at  the  Court  of  Spain.  When  our  ne- 
gotiation was  pending,  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, too,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  fear  lest  a 
Minister  of  our  country  should  come  into  collia- 
ion  with  foreign  Governments,  and  a  special  Min- 
ister is  sent  after  him  to  keep  the  discussion  for- 
ever bung  upiD  a  sort  of  diplomatic  Court  of 
Chancery.  We  passed  a  non-imporiatioo  law, 
and  neither  the  House  nor  the  naliou  have  forgot- 
ten tbe  auspices  under  which  that  law  passed. 
When  it  was  !>aid  that  it  would  lead  to  the  de- 
slruction  of  commerce,  was  not  the  idea  scouted 
by  many  ;  and,  amcuig  others,  by  a  member  of 
great  in'Suence,  who  is  now  snatched  from  ua  bf 
tbe  hand  of  death,  and  who  was  the  representa- 
tive o(  the  commercial  town  of  Salem  ?    He  rid- 
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iculed  ihe  idea  of  oar  commerce  beio?  circom- 
scribed.  Were  we  not  lold  that  we  eould  sweep  \ 
the  commerce  of  BritaJB  from  the  ocean  7  And 
what  has  been  the'  coniseqaence  7  We  hsve  swept 
oar  OWD  commerce  from  the  ocean,  aod  I  fear  we 
shall  sweep  oar  agriculture  from  the  land.  One 
false  step  leads  on  to  another.  Por  want  of  ilue  ' 
resistance  to  the  weakerpowprof  Spain,  we  bare  ; 
been  trampled  od  by  the  slropeer,  No,  sir,  tfiis  . 
temparizinr.  .this  besilating,  this  elttraordinarf 
mission  policy  will  not  do.~  After  tbings  were 
broQgbt  to  their  late  aod  present  diEasiroas  con- 
ditiDo,  we  laid  an  embarzo;  iht^l  was  to  be  the 
panacea  to  react  on  the  enemy — it  was  to  be  the 
sword  and  the  shield— the  wac  in  disguise  ;  it  was 
to  bring  Europe,  in  general,  aod  Qreat  Britain  in 
paiticnlar,  to  yoor  fe^t.  We  have  calculaledlong 
enoDgb  on  the  weaVness  of  our  adversary.  We 
have  wailed  with  upcaii  eyes  watching  her  down- 
fall till  onr  own  beeios  to  approach.  Tt  is  lime 
to  calculate  less  on  her  WeakneM  and  more  on  our 
strength.  I  am  amused  sometimes  at  the  arga- 
ments  which  I  beat  on  this  floor.  The  QrenTilie 
administration  get  inco  power — you  neffotiale 
with  them  and  make  a  treaty — it  is  rejected, 
scouted.  Be  it  so.  Meanwhile  the  Qrenvilles 
go  oat  and  the  Portlands  and  Cannings  come  in  ; 
md,  as  if  destitute  of  arguments  of  our  own,  the 
doctrines  of  these  very  men  in  Opposition — Lords 
Grenvilte.  Auckland,  aod  Holland,  (from  whom 
nothioff  better  thsn  the  rejected  treaty  could  he 
obiaiaedj)  with  the'  Barings  apd  Broughams  in 
their  Iratn,  are  hailed  with  joy  and  resorted  to  as 
the  teit-book  whence  we  quote,  to  prove — whatT 
To  show  thatthe  sentiment  oflhe  people  of  Great 
Britain  is  in  favor  of  us.  And  yet  when  we  come 
to  negotiate  with  these  very  adyocates  of  onrs, 
we  Monot  agree.  At  the  same  time,  Ihe  declara- 
tions on  this  floor  are  resorted  to  there  as  argu- 
meots  ia  their  favor.  In  fad.  it  is  high  time  for 
Qj  to  rive  over  DOtioting  on  tae  insurrections  of 
the  Manchester  weavers,  and  for  them  to  give 
ovcTcoBniing  on  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  the 
Gteen  Moantain  boys.  We  Calculate  with  as 
much  correctness  on  the  eff'ects  of  our  non-im- 
poiUtion  and  embargo  systems,  as  ihey  do  on  the 
disafleciion  of  any  part  of  this  conntry.  We 
know  them  to  be  mistaken,  and  why  may  we  not 
be  7  In  fact,  we  know  ourselves  to  be  mistaken. 
The  reiiilt  of  those  measures  proves  it..  Indeed, 
with  that  description  of  people  who  calculate 
that  the  navy  of  Britain  will  siak  her,  or  that  the 
army  of  Napoleon  will  ruin  bin^  th«re  is  ho  ar- 

fuing.  They  are  out  of  ihesphere  of  reasoning. 
'or  thote  there  should  be  a  new  dictionary,  and 
a  new  system  of  logic.  After 'all,  then,  we  pass 
the  emfaaigo;  ibis  was  the  real,  genuine  panacea. 
What  has  been  its  eflect  7  After  speaking  of  it 
ID  this  House  as  a  measure  which  would  coerce 

£iar  enemies  to  sobmission,  and  talking  of  it  in 
arope  as  a  municipal  regulation,  in  oSerine  to 
withdraw  it  we  have  been^  one  Power  insulted. 
by  ibe  other  laughed  at.  The  report  says,  from 
ooe  of  ifaem  no  answer  has  been  received — from 
France.  Sir,  we  have  aji  answer  from  France 
Which  satisfies  ereryonewho  has  seen  it;  and 


there  does  not  exist  a  man  in  this  country  base 
enough  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  one 
party  or  the  mandates  of  the  other.  We  hare 
gone  to  Kurope,  and  said  of  this  embargo,  which 
laid  unquestionably, even  by thereportof  the 
miltee,  before  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
!  received— becanse,  as  they  tell  you,  it  was 
re  the  Milan  decree  was  known — we  have 
told  the  belligerents  that  this  conieqaence  shall 
be  withdrawn  if  they  will  withdraw  their  provo- 
cations. In  fact,  like  Jack,  in  the  tale  of  the  Tub, 
we  have  haneed  ourselves  for  spite,  in  hopes  that 
one  or  the  other  of  onr  enemies  will  come  and 
cut  us  down.  Both  have  refused,  and  it  remains 
for  us  to  say  whether  we  will  longer  dangle  io 
our  garters.     I,  for  one,  have  no  such  disposition. 

On  the  subject  of  (he  embargo,  as  it  has  been 
dragged  into  thi$  controversy,  fwill  >ay  that  the 
view  taken  of  its  origin  has  been  much  more  er- 
roneous than  the  prediciioDs  as  to  its  effect.  It  is 
well  known  to  have  originated  in  the  determina- 
tion of  France  to' act  on  the  Berlin  decree  in  the 
broadest  sense  of  the  letter  of  it,  and  in  the  proc- 
lamation of  Great  Brilain  inviting  home  her  na- 
tive sabjects.  \\  is  as  well  known  to  me  that  ii 
did  not  originate  in  the  Orders  of  Council,  as  that 
it  did  not  originate  in  events  which  took  place 
long  since  it  'was  enacted.  For  allhougn  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  unquestionably  issued 
before  the  embargo  was  laid,  as  unquestionably 
they  were  not'kno  wn  to  us,  and  were  not  oncemen- 
tioned  in  my  hearing  as  a  cause  for  the  passage 
of  that  law. 

Sir,  I  have  occupied  your  time  to  very  little 
purpose ;  I  am  as  sensible  of  it  as  any  man  who 
nears  me.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  taken 
some  of  ibe  positions  which  I  hare  advanced 
since  I  got  up.  I  have  been  irresistibly  led  to 
opea  some  questions  which  may  lead  to  unpleas- 
ant discussion  ;  but  I  could  not  omit  the  tempta- 
tion to  self-iusitficalion. 

1  know,  sir,  that  I  have  had  neither  an  nor  part 
in  bringing  you  into  this  disastrous  situation,  and 
thai  reflection  is  worth  to  me'  everything,  which, 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  this  worm  has  to 
afford. 

Mr.  Troup  said  he  was  eitremely  happy  to 
agree  in  one  thins  with'ihe  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  that  the  Southern  had  not 
suffered  lets  by  the  operation  of  the  embargo  than 
the  Eastern  States;  butwhen.'in  differing  from 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Qoinct) 
on  a  point  of  still  greater  importance,  he  was  also 
compelled  to  differ  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  he  did  so  with  the  deepest  regret. 


months  the  country  has  snffered  by  this  system  of 
embargo  the  extreme  of  disgrace  and  humiliation, 
and  the  gentlemao  from  Virginia  has  called  it  « 
measure  of  degrading  submission.  Sir,  it  is  not 
a  measure  of  submissioh;  It  isamcasareof  resist- 
atice,andof  ihemost  formidable  resistance.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  abject  Of  the  Ezecntire 
in  recommending  the  emtnirgo,  it  has  ever  b«en 
Btipported  bj  me  as  a  meastire  of  coercion — ■»  a 


dovGoo^le 


60S 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESa 


H.{ 


Foreign  ReLaCiont. 


NOVEMBEB,  1S08. 


•e  of  justifiable  rcialiaUoD.  I  cODieod  tbac 
il  is  not  subrnksion.  Acquiescence  in  Ibc  orders 
and  decrees — submissioa  loaeizure  and  condem- 
nalioD — wouUI  be  submission,  to  all  intents  and 
parposps;  buiiliat  measure  wbleb  keeps  it  home 
tbe  sliips  and  property  wbich  iiui  eiiernics  seek,  to 
caplure  on  (he  high  seas  is  aot  submission,  but 
le^iMance:  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
■etis  will  find  iiso  io  nis  sorrov>,  Commerce, sir, 
is  the  life-htooil  of  EngUodj.it  is  ibe  fouodalion 
of  hcc  wenlib.  her  prosperity,  and  her  maritime 
graodeur.  Qui  the  geademan  says  we  hare  le-. 
tired  from  tbe  highway  of  naironti,  and  left  our 
gieai  rival  fre»  to  navigate  it.  True,  we  hare 
retired  from  the  oceao  ;  we  have  left  our  riTal  free 
to  navigate  but  very  little  more  than  bein^eea  port 
and  port  of  her  own  dominions,  Wehaveglren  the 
finisniug  stroke  to  her  exclusion  >from  the  eota,- 
merce  of  the  whole  civilized  world ;  sbe  has  not 
one  tittleof  it  left  other  than  irbat  you'yolirselves 
would  have  if  your  embargo  were  raised  to- 
morrow; Qod  yourcomiaiuee  have  told  you  what 
that  is— a  scanty,  comempiihle  commerce  of  sev- 
en  millions  of  dollars.  England  lost  one  hundred 
luillions  when  France  shut  tbe  Coniineoi  against 
bei;  she  lust  fifty  millions  by  (he  occlusion  of 
vouT  own  ports;  and  nothing  of  trade  is  lefrher 
but  that  which  she  may  drive  with  the  native 
Power«of  Asia  and  Africa,  wilh  Sweden,  and  pre- 
caitouEly  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their  posscK- 
sioas.  No  more,  then,  of  raising  the  embargo  to 
carry  on  commerce,  when,  without  a  saciiGca  of 
independence — without  a  dii^bonorablc  submis- 
sion to  the  Orilers  of  Council— we  cannot  carry 
on  more  ihan  seven  mitlions  of  commerce. 

I  know  it  is  said  ibat  the  people  of  (be  South- 
ernSlales  are  the  enemies  of  foreign  trade— that 
their  spirit  and  their  interest  are  Bnii-conimercial. 
Sir,  in  tbia  seoiiracnt,  which  is  itself  without  foun- 
dation— nay,  without  even  tbe  shadow  of  foua- 
dalion — is  to  be  sought  that  jealousy  which  has 
given  rise  lo  so  many  evils,  and  from  which  such 
serious  evils  are  vet  to  be  apprehended;  buljStr, 
il  is  a  mean,  pitiful,  contemptible  jealousy.  The 
Southern  Slates  are  not  the  enemies  of  commerce. 
Indeed,  how  can  it  be  said  of  a  people  who  raise 
seventy  million*  of  pounds  of  ctmon,Bod  for  wbich 
they  have  not  a  home  market  for  tea  millions, 
thai  they  are  the  enemies  of  commerce  I  No,  sir; 
they  have,  from  the  begionins  of  your  Govero- 
ment  to  the  present  day,  saerifictd  as  much  (o  the 
prosperity  ofconamerceasaDy  people  of  iheUnioD. 
They  have  been  at  all  times  as  ready  logo  to  war 
fur  commerce — on  the  attack  of  tbe  Chesapeake 
they  were  even  more  forward  to  go  to  war  for  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  flag,  than  the  people  of 
the  Eastern  Stales. 

A  little  more, ihaa Was  said  bymy  friend  from. 
Virginia,  B,a  to  the  comparative  operation  of  tbe 
embargo  oo  the  Eastern  and  Southern  Stales. 
Compare  the  operation  of  this  measure  by  the 
proper  i«<l— the  only  true  and  correct  one — ibe 
depreciation  of  ibe^reipcclive  staples  of  those  two 
sections  of  the  Union.  Let  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  stale  to  the  House  what  has  been 
Ibe  depreciaiion  of  bis  bee^  pork,  fish,  cheesy  bij> 


ler,  onions,  potatoes,  and  cabbages,  ohd  1  will  tetl 
bim  what  has  been  the  dcprecialioo  of  our  great 
staples,  collon  and  rice.  The  ordinary  market 
price  of  colion  is  between  eighteen  and  twenty- 
two  cents;  the  embargo  price  is  from  ten  lo  twelre. 
Tbe  ordinary  price  of  rice  is  from  five  lo  sue 
iloitars  ;  the  embargo. price  is  from  two  10  thiev. 
Our  people  are,  besides,  in  proportion  lo  iheii 
number,  more  in  debt  than  the  people  of  the  East- 
ern Slates. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  warns 
us  against  a  perseverance  io  the  system  of  em- 
bargo. A  perseverance,  according  to  the  gCDtU- 
man,  is  to  be  followed  by  open  hostility  to  tha 
laws.  Sir,  1  dread  no  such  hosiiliiy — we  have  no 
reason  to  dread  tl. .  It  is  altogether  impossible  that 
men  who  are  aciuaited  by  the  basest  of  human 

luiiqn.  No,  sir;  linsist  upon  it,  we  have  uo causa 
to  fear  the  aollembargo  men  of  Massacbusett). 
One  brave,  independent,  generous  yeoman  ofMaa- 
sachnsetis,  would  drive  half  a  dozen  such  fellow* 
into  the  ocean-  But,  (he  truth  is,  (he  genlle^.naa 
seems  (b  have  wholly  a]is(aken  the  condition  of 
hU  countrymen.  He  told  us  they  had  suffered 
every tbing'but  famine;  that , (be  distress  and  tuia 
were  co-extensire  with  tbe  country.  They'could 
□ot  or  would  not  suffer  longer.  Yei,sir,  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  well  seated,  before  bis  colleague 
(Mr.  Bicon)  rose,  and  with  equal  claim  to  vera- 
city, and  (he  same  opponunity  of  forming  a  cor- 
rect opinion,  told  you  that  bis  Itonorable  colleague 
had  given  a  very  high  coloring  to  the  picture;  ihst 
(he  distresses  of  tbe  people  were  by  no  means  as 
Sreal  as  ibey  were  described;  and  tbat,iflhey  were 
fess  prosperous  and'  Bourtsbing  than  before  iha 
embargo,  they  were  far— very  far— from  that  stata 
of  misery  «hich  his  colleague  had  represented. 

Sir,  many  of  these  observations  have  been  mad* 
with  extreme  reluctance ;  they  have  been  ez(or(ed 
unJer  circumstances  whjch  must  give  pain  to 
every  American,  but  which  cannot  fail  to  kindle 
in  him  the  liveliest  indignation.  No  man  can  lead 
without  horror  and  disgust  in  tbe, papers  of  the  day 
the  most  treasonable  and  flagitious  libel  that  ever 
disgraced  out  country — the  anwymous  publica- 
tion circulated  in  Newburyport. 

Sir,  it  is  remarkafafe  that  wc  have  been  so  grad- 
ually familiarized  with  British  ouirages,  and  have 
at  length  become  so  completely  reconciled  to  the 
most  extravagant  eicessesof  them,  (hat  what  iwo 
years  ago  you  would  have  been  willing  Co  go  to 
war  for,  would  now  be  considered  a  matter  of  too 
(rifling  importEince  to  merit  your  attention,  muck 
less  your  lesentment.  Two  years  ago  you  were 
willing  to  za  lo  war  lo  limit  tbe  right  of  aeareb: 
you  would  Dave  gone  lo  war  to  prohibit  the  prac- 
tice of  impres:<men(;  you  would  have  goDe  (owaT 
to  over(uin  tbe  lawless  system  of  blockade  j  yon 
would  have  gone  to  war  for  the  colonial  trade; 
for  the  attack  On  the  Chesapeake;  two  years'  a|^ 

S)U  would  have  gone  to  war  fur  ihe  Orders  id 
ouncii;  and  now  that  all  these  outrages,  and 
more  than  these,  have  aecumulaied  oa  your  bead, 
until  you  are  bowed  down  to  (be  earth,  you  arc  con- 
tent to  beg  a  little  oonimcice  of  Engbod  1    Yoia 
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tell  Eagland,  if  sbe  will  be  pleasei]  lo  graoi  you  a 
lillie  trade,  you  will  opffn  your  porla  to  ber,  aail 
shut  them  agaiost  France!.  Tbis  la.M,  this  bu- 
miliaiing  orecture,  she  reject*  witb  indi^naiion. 
Yoa  hare  do  choice  lefi,  as  your  coinmdiee  bai 
Teponed,  but  betwe«a  war  and  embargo.  We 
cannot  go  to  war  with  one,  without  gDiug-  to  war 
wiib  the  other ;  because,  the  wroue^  done  by  one 
are  not  leu  than  the  wcoDgs  done  by  the  other — 
uoless,  indeed, you  consider  the  theddingoriaiia- 
ceat  blood  Ibe  greatest  of  all  possible  trrongs. 

I  know  tbis  measure  of  emnargo  baa  beea  con- 
demned, loudly  condemned ;  but  only  by  raeo  wbo 
propose  to  reseat  themaelrea  in  power  by  an  appeal 
to  the  feelinesand  interest  of  the  community.  In 
one  part  of  the  couuiry  this  appeal  haa  been  made 
with  effect.  Theaiariciaus  harebeen  corrupted, 
the  ignorant  have  been  duped.  In  all  eouniriea 
ibere  are  the  avaricious  anti  (lie  J^ttataot,  and  the 
passion  of  the  one  and  the  credulity  of  the  other 
bare  been  wielded  with  auccess  by  the  anti-em- 
bargo men.  Sir.  the  people  hare  been,  led  to  be- 
iJeTp,  that  a  great  commerce  could  be  carried  on 
under  the  orders  and  decreea,  when  in  fact  no 
eommerce  could  be  carried  qd  vilhout  compro^ 
mittina  the  honor  of  the  nairon.  They  have  been 
led  to  beUere  that  a  commerce  eoulil  be. carried 
OD  wiiboul  hazarding  the  peace  of  the  country, 
wb«D  ID  fact  no  commerce  conld  be  carried  on 
without  iuToNiDg  the  country  id  war;  and  whilst 
the  great  object  of  the  Qoreriitueni  was  to  pro- 
tect commerce,  the  embargo  was  said  iq  aim  a 
deadly  blow  at  commerce.  It  -is  by  such  miarep- 
reseoiaiiona  that  the  noisy  enemies  of  embargo 
oni  of  doors  have  been  deluded  aad  corrupt^. 
Aodsre  these  the  people  to  whom  we  ate  called 
oo  to  turn  a'respeclful  and  defereotial  ear?  the 
merest  Sbylocka — men  who  cry  out,  away  with 
your  bonorf  your  independence,  your  neulralily-^ 
they  are  all  stuff— gire  me  gold!  firitish  mer- 
ebanta,  British  ageuis,  and  malcotiient  Ameri- 
cans— lh«  deprared  of  the  cities,  and  the  ignorajil 
of  (he  country — men  who  are  ready  to  lacrifice 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation  for  a 
Utile  trade  in  eodSxii  and  potaih !  If  we  ue  thus 
degenerate — if  we  are  thus  faUcQ  in  thirty  shoN 
jtmn,  it  is  high  lime  tg  abandon  yout  republican 
system  of  GfoverDmenl.  Sir,  will  posterity  be- 
liere  that  this  rery  people,  who  thirty  years  ago 
msgnaoimously  offered  up  their  lives  and  for- 
lanea  for  the  acquisition  of  independence,  are 
BOW  prepared  lo  sacriQce  that  very  independence 
lo  their  avmrice?  Will  posterity  beIie*Ci  thai 
tbis  same  people,  in  one  short  year,  forgot  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake  1  That  they  were  ready 
to  shake  hands  with  the  murderers  and  robbers 
of  their  counlrvmen?  I  will  no),  for  myself,  as- 
sent to  sach  a  base  barter  of  honor  for  gold.  No, 
sir  !  If  it  has  come  lo  this— if  we  cannot  for  6 
year  or  two  years  endure  the  prirations  incideni 
to  a  measure  of  embargo,  if  we  cannot  exist  with- 
uni  tbeluEuries  of  life,  notwithstanding  the  mosi 
imperious  calls  of  honor  and  of  duty,  we  are  un- 
worthy  the  blessings  we  enjoy-— we  have-lost  oui 
Tirtae,  and  are  ripe  for  the  dynasty  of  the  Bona- 
parte*  or  any  other  dynasty;  and  whether  you  arc 


conquered  by  France  into  miserable  seiviiude  to- 
morrow, or  corrupted  to  aell  your  counlry  lo 
England,  is  nut  worth  a  reflecliou.  This  ac- 
cursed avarice  will  ruin  you. 

Sir,  it  is  not  to  such  a  people  as  those — and  I 
trust  in  God,  a  majority  of  ibe  people  of  New 
England  are  very  diffeient — that  I  would  appeal 
to  t«st  the  correcines!  of  ihr  measure  of  embargo. 
Were  I  diapoaed  to  test  its  correctness  by  ill 
popularityi  1  would  appeal  lo  the  people  of  Vir--' 
ginia,  too  honorable  to  be.corruptn),  too  enligbt- 
eoed  to  be  duped.  I  would  ask  them  what  iney 
thought  of  the  embai^o,  and  tbey  would  answer 
with  an  almost. unanimous  voice— ibey  would  go 
furtber — they  would  be  ready  lo  support  it  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes. 

,  You  have. done  everything  for  commerce— yo« 
have  negotiated  for  commerce — you  have  jeopar- 
diced.lhe  peace  of,  the  counlry  for  commerce — 
yon  have  pansed  an  embargo  lo  protect  com- 
merce:— ano  commercejs  the  first  lo  abandon  you. 
Qod  forbid  ihat  I  shonld  speak  (bus  of  the  whole 
mercaotile  commanily.  I  have  seen  too  many 
instances  on  this  floor  of  noble  and  magnaoiinoui 
sacrifice  of  private  iotereiit  to  the  public  weal i 
they  are  not  the  Smilha,  or  the  Grays,  or  the 
CroWDinshields,  of  whom  I  speak. 

If  the  embargo  werC'  raised  to  morrow,  none 
would  trade  but  men  of  desperale  character  and 
bankrupt  fortune — the  real  bonajide  American 
merchant  would  not  venture  a  ship  at  sea;  and 
where  would  they  traJe  1  Why,  to  be  sure,  they 
might  drive  a  trade  in  beef  and  pork  and  ftour  to 
the  West  Indien,  and  some  of  our  cotton  and  rice 
and  tobacco  would  find  their  way  to  England,  il 
the  French  privateers  did  Dot  catch  them— bul 
the  market  would  soon  be  overrun — il  would  ba 
DO  better  than  the  home  market ;  and  where 
would  you  trade  to  besides?  If  you  are  de- 
termined 10  pay  the  ninepence  per  pound  tribute, 
for  permission  to  re-eiport  your  cotton  la  the 
Comineai,  ihe  French  decrees  would  take  il,  and 
if  ibcy  did  not,  the  price  of  the  article  would  be 
so  eahanced  by  the  tribute,  thai  the  market  af  the 
CoDtinent  would  be  lost  lo  you. 

PeriDtssion  lo  arm  is  tantamuuBt  to  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  and. the  people  of  this  country  want 
peace,  as  long  as  they  can  preserve  it  with  honor. 
And  do  you  think,  sir,  we  are  ready  to  plunge 
headlong  into  a  ruiDous  war,  naked  a^nd  unarmed, 
to  gratify  a  few  bankrupt  commercial  speculators? 
It  is  easy  to  declare  war;  Jl  is  more  difficult, 
under  present  eircumsiances,  to  maintaia  peace, 
and  it  is  most  difficult  of  all  to  wage  a  successful 
war.  Sir,  beware!  It  is  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Masaaehuseits  and  his  friends  lolead 
you,  step  bystep,  iato  a  war,  and  if  he  can,  into  an 
unpopular  war,  tvhjcfa  the  moment  you  cease  to 
conduct  with  effect,  you  are  ruined,  and  he  and 
his  friends  are  exalted.  To  such  an  event,  de- 
.  plorable  as  it  would  be,  I  could  be  reconciled  if  1 
believed  the  genllamaa  and  his  fr.iends  would 
govern  in  the  true  spirit  oT  the  Consiiiudon  ;  bul 
liberty  has  been  hunted  dowo  in  iheOltl  World- 
there  is  scarce  a  remnant  of  it  left,  save  in  Amer- 
ica— here  it  isausiatned  by  Ihe  ruling  parly  j  and, 
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str,  Ihe  loomeni  this  parlf  ceases  Id  r<ile,  Repab- 
licanism  is  gone,  and  niib  it  the  bopes  orall  goml 
men  forever.  On  this  account  I  deprecate  >ach 
an  evecL 

It  would  appnr  to  me  from  the  tenoi  o(  the  gen- 
lletnan's  remarks  [Mr.  Q,mNcv)ibat  he  wants  war 
with  France  and  alliance  with  England.  II  this 
be  ihe  fact,  (he  genctemaD  is  not  consistent.  If  he 
is  reallf  as  much  afraid  of  the  gigantic  power  of 
France  as  he  affects  to  be,  (and  I  must  confess, 
for  my  pan,  I  am  very  much  afraid  of  it,)  as- 
suredly it  is  not  policy  to  provoke  Prance — ii  is 
our  policy  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  both  men-' 
siers  as  Iodk  as  we  can,  and  (o  husband  our 
resources.  And  what  would  avail  an  alliance 
with  Btiglanil?  You  could  only  furnish  meo  to 
be  slaughtered  on  the  Continent.  1  cftn  lelLthe 
gentleman  from  Massaehuseits  in  what  he  would 
much  better  extmplify,  both  his  palriotismandeon- 
sistency — iu  union — in  tiniting  to  call  into  activ- 
ity the  resources  of  the  nation  for  its  defence — in 
OTganizingaod  armingand disciplining;  and,  what 
isnot  less  desirable,  ia  adopting  a  system  of£nance, 
which  would  not  fail  you  in  any  exigency  j  in 
short..in  pursuing  [he  coarse  In  which  you  are — 
whicl)  the  soundest  policy  point*  to  as  the  safest 
and  the  best,  the  i;ourse  of  impartial  neutrality,  if 
indeed  neutrality  has  anylhine  to  do  with  it. 

As  to  the  embargf^  so  much  lias  betn  saidj^boih 
in  and  out  of  doors,  in  its  justification,  that  I  will 
forbear  to  touch  it.  It  is  only  necessary  to  ob- 
serve that  it  has  been  supported,  and  wHl  be  con- 
tinued as  a  measure  of  security  and  of  just  retali- 
ation ;  asameasureof  security itkeepsthepropetly 
at  home,  which,  but  for  it,  would  have  enriohed 
your  enemies~^as  a  measure  of  leialiation,  it 
would  have  had  its  effect,  but  for  Ihe  anti-embargo 
men  of  Massac hu set  tn.  If  Ihe  gentlethan  will 
co-operate  to  make  it  efficient  bewilliiDon  find 
the  great  mercantile  politicians  of  England, from 
Anderson  down  to  M'Call  Medford,  have  not 
been  mistaken  in.  the  belief  that  this  country  can 
vitally  affect  the  colonial  and  manufactoriug  in- 
terests of  that,  by  an  embargo  system. 

As  to  a  deciaraiiob  of  war  aMinst  Prance  and 
Great  Britain,  and  ihe  policy  of  making  il  imme- 
diately, no  local  considerations  should  ce  permit- 
ted to  enter  into  our  view  of  it;  but  this  much  is 
to  be  said,  that  the  Southern  people  are  more  in- 
terested in  raising  the  embargo  than  going  to  war: 
by  the  first  ihey  would  Bna  a  vent  for  a  small 
proportion  of  their  staples;  by  the  tatter  they 
could  gel  nothing  but  lares  and  fighting.  The 
ami-embargo  men  of  Massachusetts  would  not 
make  more  by  the  first  than  ourselves,  and  by  the 
last  they  would  make  nothing  more  than  their 
privateers  would  make  for  them;  but  the  great 
object  is  to  postpone  the  evil. 

One  word,  before  I  sit  down,  as  to  what  fell 
from  the  genileinaa  from  New  York.  He  pro- 
posev  to  repeal  the  embargo  iu  relation  to  Spain 
end  Pouugal.  3ir,  is  the  political  condition  of 
those  Stales  characterized  by  a  permaneney  and 
stability  which  would  warrant  commercial  con- 
nexion with  them.  Tradewiih  the  Junta  orSeville 
—a  mere  political  ephemeron— a  being  of  a  day  I 


Bir,  I  wish  the  Spanish  patriots  success  with  all 
my  heart,  but  success  is  impossible.  Ten  thou- 
sand to  one,  that  whilst  I  am  speaking,  this  same 
Junta  of  Seville  is  imploring  clemeficjr  at  the 
footstool  of  the  great  usurper.  Indeed,  sir,  ifwe 
Are  bound  to  consider  this  people  of  any  definite 
description,  we  are  to  consider  them  rather  u 
French  subjects  than  Spanish  patriots,  for  lh« 
only  official  paper  in  relation  to  (hem  is  Ihe  in- 


this  unhappy  people  hare  been  iraniferred  over, 
like,  a  flocli  of  sheep,  to  the  ;£m[>eror  Napoleon, 
and  by  the  very  men  for  whose  rights  of  empire 
they  are  said  to  be  contending. 

Mr,  Masters  said  he  lamented  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  which  he  feared  would  ter- 
minate to  our  diserace;  he  wished  that  one  sober 
view  should  he  taken  uf  this  great  question,  be- 
fore tkey  blindly  rushed  deeper  into  a  scene  of 
confusion  and  distress. 

In  the  preoerions  situation  in  whiab  this  coud- 
Iry  stands,  said  he,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  XO 
avow  his  principles  and  santimedis  with  firmness 
and  integrity.  It  is  pnblic  dblasion  to  bow  to 
the  chimerical  projects  ahd  nhantoms  of. any 
man.  No  nAn  cail  be  deemeu  independent,  un- 
less be  is  guided  by  the  reaaoa  and  expedience  of 
things,  abstracted  from  all  party  and  personal 
prejudices.  I  trust  these  resolutions  will  be  de- 
termined by  their  merits,  and  not  by  Executive 
or  patty  influence. 

Great  pains  hare  been  taken  both  in  conver- 
sation and  in  print  to  work  upon  the  feelings  of 
the  people,  to  persuade  them  it  must  be  emrargo 
or  war,  at  the  same  tiKie  you  intend  q«u-iater- 
couTse  anit  then  war. 


bargo  may  be  well  reeeived. 

The  report  stMA.  at  the  lime  the  embargo  « 
laid,  the  British  Orders  iu  Council  were  knoi 


and  understood  in  this  country,  IhouFh  not  oBG- 
eially  communicaied.  The  fact  is,  the  Britiah 
Orders  iu  Council  wet«  not  even  mentioned  in 
the  debate  on  that  question;  and  when  the  Ad- 
ministratioii  found  ihey  had  mistaken  its  opera- 
tion, they  went  to  the  British  Goreromeni  sup- 
plicating and  begging  that  those  orders  might  be 
rescinded.  Sir;  this  nation  feels,  hlimbled  with 
the  unhappy  issue  of  their  measure*,  and  by  <le- 
viaiing  Irom  an  energetic  and  praeiical  coors*', 
are  whirled  about,  the  sport  of  every  glut,  and 
easily  driven  into  tfoy  port. 

Mr.  M.  said  it  bad  betn  in  the  power  of  this 
nation  more  than  once  to  have  adjusted  their  dif- 
ferences wilh  Great  Britain.  When  Mr.  Fox 
came  into  the  British  administration,  he  offered 
OUT  Minister  to  renew  the  expired  treaty,  and  at 
the  same  time  remarked  it  should  not  prercst 
him  from  proceeding  in  the  aegaiiaiion,  and  en- 
deavoring to  make  such  a  treaty  as  would  be 
most  satisfactory  to  both  countries.  In  the  meait- 
time  the  renewal  of  the  idd  treaty  would  prereat 
all  collision  between  the  two  nations.  Mr.  Mm^ 
loe's  instructions  would  not  admit  of  it. 
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Alihoogh  Jay's  Treaty  was  excepiionable  ill 
manr  poiats,  and  not  popular'  in  ibis  country, 
y«i  this  DBtioo  prospefed  under  that  treaty  more 
thin  they  have  since  wilhout  it. 

Mr.  M.  said  the  lue  malf  canelutfed  wilb  (h« 
Brilisti  Oovernmeat,  by  Messr;.  Monroe  and 
FinknEy,  was.  In  his  opinioQ,  more  Bdvantageous 
thati  lie  foriiier.  Tliis  last  Irealy  was  rejected 
principally  oQ  acconnt  of  the  proiesiatioa  signed 
bf  the  British  Commissi oaers.  It  was  worttiy 
of  consideratioo  ibat  the  protrstnlion  vai  do 
part  of  the  treaty,  and  our  Government  had  since 
ofered  to  continue  the  embargo  as  to  Fyaoee, 
proTided  the  British  Qarernment  would  rescind 
their  orders,  which  was  sabsisnliiilly  complying 
with  the  proiesiKtion,  yet  this  treaty  is  rejccceiL 
It  aerer  has  been  in  our  power,  said  he,  honora- 
Uy,  tu  adjust  the  existing  difiereoces  with  France, 
whole  Emperor  bat  always  showed  tbe  greatest 
eootempi  for  the  neutrality  of  ereiy  nation,  and 
whose  determinaiioa  is  to  comp^luj  to  take  part 
in  (he  war,  either  as  friends  at  allies.  If  the 
aation  does  not  know  ibis.  I  know  it,  and  you 
know  it,  Mr.  Chairman.  The  demands  are  pos- 
iiiTe,  and  because  we  have  noi  promptly  ubCyed, 
France  has  swept  by  sequeslralion  and  confisca- 
tion all  ibe  American  prdperly,  from  Italy  lo 
Antwerp,  amouating  to'  more  than  one  liuodred 
milliDns  of  livres  •,  she  tss  burnt  end  sunk  many 
of  your  Tfssels  without  ercn  ih^  form  of  a  trial. 
Whj  do  yon  continue  the  embargo^  and  add  to 
il  «  noB'intetcoursel  Are  yon  waiting' for  au 
answer  from  Bonaparte,  that  he  has  taken  off  l>is 
deerees,  that  you  may  go  to  war  accordio(j  to  his 
demand?  or  do  yon  wish  to  continue  this  pres- 
sute,io  jorder  lo  gain  time  to  oSer  to  the  great 
Emperor,  in  Tuore  eipltcil  lei ms,  that  you  will 
take  sidea  with  bim 7— Tout  measures  are  lead- 
iof  to  that  point,  and  it  will  be  the  result. 

RuMia,  Prussia,  Holland.  Spain,  Poitusal,  Na- 
ples, in  short,  all  the  subjugated  world,  passed 
embargo  laws  uoder  ihe  influence  of  France, 
under  the  same  preieaoe,  and  worded  nearlr  in 
the  !«me  manner  as  ours;  tbetefoie  your  embai^ 
go  laws  bad  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  British 
GoTCrnment  from  rescinding,  their  Orders  of 
Council,  and  were  more  injurious  than  beneficial. 
Oreai  Britain  has  giren  you  her  snEWer.  Sir. 
our  affiUrs  have  proceeded  daily  from  bad  to 
worse,  until  we  bare  been  braugbt  step  by  step 
to  tbis  state  of  things.  By  not  resisting  the  first 
belligerent  decree,  we  hare  invited  retaliation 
and  courted  calamity. 

Yoti  ought  to  desist  from  a  course  of  measures 
which  will;  in  my  opinion,  bring  the  people  of 
this  nation  into  want  and  misery.  This  is  a  ques- 
tioa  which  will  decide  the  fate  of  this  country. 
Sir,  before  you  pass  a  non-intercourse,  I  beg  the 
House  sincerely  and  gravely  to  consider  the  ca- 
lamiiies  whioh  will  follow:  inconveniences, mis- 
chief, aad  distress  are  great  and  certain.  The 
belliffereol  Powers  have  trampled  upon  Ibe  law 
of  nations,  and  we  hare  trampled  on  and  dis- 
graoed  ourselves.  If  these  nieasure«  were  in- 
tended to  coerce  ihem,  they  would  prove  vision- 
Krj  and  philoaophical,  and  not  founded  on  cipe- 


rieoce.  Your  extreme  and  theoretical  measures 
may  be  brought  forward,  ad  injimtvm,  in  order 
to  extinguish,  ell  principles  of  action,  which 
arise  front  eiperienoe  and  probability. 

Mr.  M.  said  the  embargo  originated  from  no 
plan  of  sound  policy  whntsoever,  and  was  in  con- 
tradiction to  all  ihe  principles  of  commerce. 
Your  finances,  said  he,  must  lean  upon  com- 
merce, or  yoor  whole  system  will  tumble  upon 
your  head.  Yon  are  ihrowinfc  op^n  the  doors  to 
smuggling.  Whenever  the  laws  of  trade  presa 
hard  upon  the  people,  your  shores  and  frontiers 
-are  full  of  contraband.  When  he  cast  bis  eye 
back  on  our  once  flourishing  conimerce  and  agri- 
.culture,  grown  to  perfection  through  p  series  of 
forlutaaie  events,  and  a  train  of  saccessful  Indus- 
try  and  enterprise  onparalleted  in  the  annals  qf 
the  world,  and  cooirsBied  them  with  our  non- 
intercourse  and  embargo,  it  gave  him  mtlail- 
chol'y  reflections.  He  could  not  embrace  a  sys- 
tem which  tended  to  destroy  this  country.' 

In  lacking  round,  said  he,  you  will  di^over 
Hymptoms  of  radical' decay,  and  proof  of  coq~ 
suming  strength.'  Never  did  a  people  suffer  so 
much  from  fallRcIuDs  measntes  and  empty  Words. 
This  non-intercourse  and  embargo  must  oe^given 
up.  They  stand  on' no  solid  principle;  it  is  a  re- 
flection on  your  wisdom  to  persist  in  them;  you 
cannot  show  either  of  them  to  be  the  means  of 
obtaining  some  nserul  end ;  there  can  be  no  dig- 
nity in  persevering  on  your  ill  choseil  ground; 
you  are  not  punishing  the  belligerents;  the  Oper- 
ation against  them  is  childish  and  fruitless  ;  yon 
are  punishing  ourselves.  The  project  of  aotti- 
nence  and  starving  men  into  'a  sense  of  duty 
mighi  apply  to  a  convent  or  monastery,  but  the 
operation  a^  a^iosi  the  belligerents  is  extremely 
absurd,  and  ridiculous, 

'We  have  got  into  this  difficulty';  the  great 
question  is,  how  are  we  to  get  out.  One  obsta- 
'    '    the  way  is,  that  you  proudly  boasted  when 


you  laid  the  embargo,  and  you  now  si 

Iv  to  sneak   out  of  difficulties,  and  are  pressing 

trie  tiation  into  non-intercourse  and  war.     1  ihinE 


If  your  non -intercourse  and  embargo  are  in- 
tended to  babiriAile  ihe  citizens  to  the  manufaa- 

luring  qnd  wearing  of  bomespuo,  that  is  also 
visionary.  Instead  of  homespun,  (he  genius  of 
(he  people  is  commerce,  connnerce — money,  mo- 
ney ;  and  we  ought  to  spurn  from  us  ihe  hand  of 
unconslituiionat  power,  that  would  wrest  from 
us  those  privileges.  Let  the  House  be  cautious 
to  guard  against  the  progress  of  subtle  e'octoach- 
ments  on  commerce,  and  consider  that  it  may  he 
undermined,  as  well  as  openly  attacked.  If  you 
attempt  to  destroy  or  depress  commerce,  you  ex- 
ciie  ajealoosy  between  the  States,  which,  how- 
ever milch  to  be  lamented,  will  end  in  a  separa* 
tion.  Among  the  united  interests  of  ibe  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  parts  of  the  Unionj  no- 
thing can  be  more  detrimental  than  their  jeal- 
out^ies  of  each  other,  and  nothing  can  be  so  ad- 
vantageous to  this  country,  ai  their  united  efforU 
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for  Iheir  muiual  beoefil.  You  have  ilready. ex- 
cited jealousies,  and  shakcii  tbe  confidence  of 
the  people;  mutual  afleciion  and  coafidencebe- 
Iween  ilie  several  SiBies  is  the  gjory  and  safely 
of  all.  You  \nve  turned  the  course  of  trade  in- 
to other  chanuels,  which  caanot  be  recovered 
back  for  years  to  come,  and  posterity  will  curse 
ibe  non-iotercourse  if  it  is  adopted,  aud  posterity 
will  curse  the  embargo,  which  will  be  remem- 
bered as  great  instances  to  insttuet  (he  world  to 
avoid  unpardonable  error.  Sir.  you  know  ihey 
cannot  be  carried  Into  effect  wiliiout  a  large  mil- 
itary force,  subject  to  military  tribunab.  I  have 
always  uodeistood  that  military  force  was  nut  to 
be  applied  to  euforce  obedieoce  to  a  law,  but 
vhen  called  for  by  a  civil  maalstrale;  audi/ 
they  are  not  under   the  civil  auiliority,  it  is  not 

protection  against  tyrauny.  While  we  follow 
the  sound  of  liberty,  let  us  lake  care  we  do  not 
lose  the  substance. 

Mr.  M.  said  be  had  taken  great  pains,  and  paid 
atteoiioQ  with  deliberation  to  ibe  faighly  imcr- 
estioe  and  important  situation  of  the  coun.1ry, 
and  Old  believe  it  indispensably  necessary  lo  neg- 
ative the  resolution  for  a  uon-ialercourse,  and 
raise  the  embargo.  If  you  do  not,  said  he,  it  is 
but  tbe  beginuiog  of  diaireiiK,  and  I  never  knew 
anything  which  gave  me  more  h'earlfelt  legrbt 
than  these  measures.  This  nation  has  expeil- 
eneed  great  advantages  resulting  from  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  trade,  aud  the  sources.of  public 
wealth  and. individual  happines<;  are  iucreasiug 
and  extending.  Reject  this  resolution  of  non- 
intercourse  ;  raise  the  embargo,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  you  will  ihen  invigorate  her  exertions,  and 
reaoimate  her  hope;.  If  you  do  not,  you  wil! 
link  down  tbe  nation  into  despair,  and  an  absence 
of  hope  for  Constitutional  relief,  and  their  ie- 
■entQieoi  may  get  the  ascendency  of  their  mod- 
eration, and  your  laws  will  he  evaded  by  force. 
Sir,  a  want  of  remedy  is  in  effect  the  Htne  thing 
BE  a  want  of  tight. 

I  will  not  say  where  jt  will  end  i  I  will  be 
■ilenc  on  that  bead,  and  go  do  further.  But  look 
lo  the  coQ^quences.  No  rational  man  will  deny 
thai  this  state  of  thin^  cannot  be  attended  with 
«iiher  duration  or  atability. 

Mr.  Lyon  occupied  the  Aoor  till  half  past  three 
o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 

TuDRSDAr,  December  1. 

Another  member,  lo  wit:  Trokas  Moobb, 
from  South  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 

Jbbbb  B.  Tromab,  the  delegate  from  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  returned  to  serve  in  the  room  ol 
Benjamin  Paree,  who  hath  resigned  his  seat,  ap' 
peared,  was  qualiGed,  and  took  bis  seat  in  tbe 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Morrow  presented  a  memorial 
of  sundry  officers  who  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  with  Great  Britain,  now  residing  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  stating,  that,  from  the  procrasij- 
nation  of  the  acts  for  funding  the  public  debt,  and 


istress  of  the  memorialists,  ihey  were  com- 
pelled to  dispose  of  their  certificates  for  pay  and 
^ommu)ation  at  much  less  than  the  nomiiiBl 
imouni;  and  praying  such  reliefin  the  premisra, 
IS  to  tSe  wisdom  and  justice  of  Congress  shall 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith  presented  a  memorial  of 

iundry  late  officers  of  the  said   Revolutiooary 

army,  residing  in  the  State  at  PennsylraniB,  to 

the  like  effect. 

Tbe  memorials  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

I  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  iiaejf  into  e  Commilteo  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  camTniilee  lo 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  thirty-six  Ame- 
i  citizens  confined  at  Carihagena,  in  South 
licB^  under  sentence  of  slavery;  and,  after 
■  Lime  spent  thereih  the  Commitiee  rose  and 
repoiied  progress. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 
The  House  again  went  into  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole  on   the  report  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
n  Belalions,  the  &tu  resolution  nndet  consider- 
)n,  in  the  following 'words: 
Resohed,  That  the  United  Sutei  cannot,  wilbont  a 
sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  mil  independencr,  luh- 
it  lo  tho  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and 

Tbe  second  resolution  having  been  read,  in  the 
following  words: 

"  Kaolecd,  That  it  ia  eipcdienl  to  prohibit,  bf  law, 
the  adniisaion  into  the  porta  of  tbe  United  Stitea  of  all 
public  or  private,  arm ed  or  unarmed,  (hipt  or  veaaeta 
belonging  to  Grent  Britain  Or  France,  or  to  any  other 
of  the  "belligerent  Povera  having  in  force  orden  or  de- 
crees violating  the  latTful  commerce  snd  neutral  rights 
of  the  United  Stales;  and  alw  the  importation  of  an^ 
goods,  warn,  or  merchandise,  tbe  growth,  produce,  or 
lanufactore  of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the  said  Pow- 
n,  or  imported  from  any  place  in  the  poaaeMion  at 

Mr.  Ranuolpb  called  fora  division  of  the  reso- 
lution, inking  the  question  on  each  clauM  of  it 
separately. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  clause,  end* 
in^  wiih  the  words  "Uniied  Slates" — carried 
without  opposition. 

The  second  clause  was  agreed  to  by  the  Coon- 
miliee,  eishty-four  to  twenly-one. ' 

Mr,  BcHWELj..— I  fee!  bound  by  the  course  the 
debate  has  taken  lo  express  my  sentiments  Dpon 
ihe  resolutions,  and  place  in  a  proper  point  of 
view  my  conduct  and  opinions.  Thertew  taken 
of  the  subject  by  the  gentleman  from  Massacbu- 
sells  (Mr.  Q.uincv)  is,  to  be  sure,  an  extraordi- 
nary one ;  he  seems  to  have  considered  it  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  shall  have  a  free  trade  or  not. 
Can  he  seriously  believe  that  lo  be  the  true  ques- 
tion before  Ihe  House?  Can  he  hope  to  iropose 
thai  belief  up6n  us?  In  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks I  will  endeavor  to  show  ihat  ibe  question 
stands  upOE  very  different  grounds, and  that  here- 
lofure  we  have  had  but  a  choice  of  evils,  aod  have 
but  the  same  hereafter.    He  has  preaeaied  us  a 
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highly  w rough  1  pictureoriiia  dis(rea«es and  suffer-  |  Ihe  lawl     Look  at  ih^  coaiaet  of  the  squadroDi 
logs  of  Ihe  New  EngUnd  Slatea  generally.     Is    It  csDOOt  be  recoociUd  wllh  the  iad«p«D< 


tbii  inlended  lo  operate  Dpoa  us  in  favor  af.  free 
trade?  or  does  the  gealleman  expect,  by  aufolduig 
10  Europe  Ihese  dreadful  calamities,  lo  awakea 
the  teodetoeM  of  Mr.  Canniog,  and  dispose  him, 
by  wilbitrawiag  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  facili- 
tate the  removal  of  the  embargo,  as  s  measure  gf 
iocoaTenieot  restriciioD  to  the  American  people? 
Will  ibis  laDgaase  have  a  more  beoeScial  efieci 
upon  France?  No,  sir,  It  requires >i  6r 
cisive  tone,  manly  fortitude,  to  command  respect 
from  these  Got ero meats.  Bui  Ihe  gentleman, 
like  an  iodiscreei  officer,  in  a  state  ofsie^e.whili 
endeavoring  to  form  an  honorable  capitulation 
telh  hii  adversary  he  can  hold  out  no  K)nger,  hi: 
provisions  are  exhausted,  his  men  dia hearten pd, 
and  his  works  of  defence  are  tDtiering.  Others 
have  taken  a  rerrospective  view  of  tbu  subject, 
and  say  that  the  GovernmeDi  might  have  avoided 
the  present  difficulties,  it  a  difieren't  course  had 
been  adopted.  I  could  have'wi:ihed  that  nil 
which  is  past  should  be  forgotleu,  and  that  we 
should  now  take  ihe  course  best  adapted  to  secure 
the  honor  and  independence  of  our  caantrv ;  but 
as  ibis  Oovernmenl  depends  upon  the  willof  ihe 
people,  and  derives  its  sireDgth  froia  their  appio- 
baliDTi,it  is  oeceBsary  they  should  know  the  Iruih 
of  things  urged  on  this  part  of  the  subject.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  -(Mr.  Masters)  told 
ns  yesterday  all  our  diffleuliies  might  have  been 
averteil  by  the  raiLficaiion  of  the  rejected  treaty 
of  Monroe  and  Pinkney.  Wilhont  deciding  the 
merits  of  that  treaty,  at  the  same  time  yielding 
every  tribiite  of  respect  to  the  talents  of  the  ue- 
gociatar*,  I  altogether  deny  the  asseriion.  I  beg 
bave  to  recall  to  the  aiieniion  of  gentlemen  a 
(ingle  fact.  Bv  a  reference  to  the  note  of  Mr. 
Canning  ol  23i  of  September  last,  you  will  find 
the  orders  of  January,  ISO?  and  November  lllh, 
rest  npon  the  same  ground,  and  are  defended  upon 
Ihe  same  principle,  the  ''  unquestionable  right  of 
HU  Majesty  to  retort  upon  the  enemy  (he  evils 
ofhUawn  injustice."  You  well  know,  that  of 
January  was  istued  in  seven  days  after  the  sig- 
natnre  of  the  treaty,  and  before  its  reception  in 
the  United  States;  and  supposing  therefore  the 
treaty  bad  been  ratified,  it  proves  that  the  same 
measure  would  have  followed ;  and  that  part  of  the 
argDinent  is  completely  done  away  by  a  reference 
to  that  note.  With  respect  to  the  condnct  of  our 
Governinent  in  relation  to  Qreat  Britain,  the  pro- 
clamation interdicting  your  ports  and  harbors  to 
British  ships  of  war,  and  Ihe  noa-imporiBtian  act, 
deserve  some  consideration,  parljcularly  ihe  pro- 
elamation.  It  has  been  stated  ihat  all  our  diffieul- 
tieihavebeeD  protracted  upon  apoinlofetiqijelie. 
The  proclamatian  was  not  a  departure  from 
oar  neulralitj  with  Great  Britain  and  Prance, 
because  it  inflicted  a  penalty  for  the  violation  of 
ageneral  statute,  passed  m  1804,  without  reference 
tOB  rarlicularnaiion.  and  applicable  equally  to 
any  Power  that  should  offend  against  it.  If  the 
ships  of  France  bad  committed  similar  outrages, 
ihey  would,  I  am  conQdent,  have  received  the 
wins  UMtmeoc    SJq  yoa  doubt  the  violatioD  of 
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the  United  Siatea,  and  ihe  proclamation  was  ihe 
mildest  precaution  when  they  exercised  the  hos- 
tile rights  of  sovereignly  in  th: 
slopped  our  vessels,  impressed  oi 
our  frigate,  threatened  the  dea 
and  arrayed  themselves  in 
against  ua  tn  our  own  waters. 
Ihese  circumstaD[;es  to  excite  strong  feelings 
against  the  nation;  I  would  ask  if  the  United 
Slates  could  sutfer  the  officers  of  a  foreign  Gov 
ernmeai  to  exercise  this  power,  within  our  ter- 
ritory,  and  whether,  if  the  French  had  dune  the 
same  acts,  it  would  not  have  been  coniidered 
blameable  to  permit  them  to  remain  there? 

If  the  British  navy  had  conducted  themaelvea 
ri^hc,  they  would  have  beeri  entitled  to  and  re- 
.ceived  the  customnry  hospitality.  Isittoomooh 
fur  the  United  Stales  to  ask,'  as  a  condition  for 
revobin^  the  proclamatioo,  and  inconsistent  with 
(be  digtiiiy  of  the  British  Qovernment  to  give,aa 
assurance  that  their  hospitality  shall  not  Iw  again 
(repaid  by  the  violation  of  their  peace  ?  As  to  the 
non-importation  act,  I  would  ask,  can  gentlemen 
believe  if  It  had  not  passed,  the  system  pursued 
by  Great  Britain  would  have  been  different?  Had 
not  the  policy  which  terminated  in  the  Orders  of 
Council  commenced  previous  to  the  passage  of 
your  law  ?  Mr,  B.  contended  that  the  measures 
adopted  by  that  Government  grew  out  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Europe,  and  the  peculiar  character 
of  the  present  war.  The  noa-imporlalioa  aet 
)uld  not  have  given  offeuce  to  the  English  Cab- 
let, because  it  was  a  commercial  reguraiion  jus- 
tified by  previous  injuries,  and  the  discrimiQalio 
made  in  England  of  four  pec  cent,  more  < 
exported  to  Ihe  United  Slates  than  the  c 
of  Europe;  and  (bis  country  bad  an  undoubted 
right  to  countervail  it  in  any  way  Ihey  pleased. 
England  had  the  less  ri^ht  to  complain,  as  she 
was  in  iheihabit  of  excluding  from  her  poftsaucb 
arJicles  as  weie  objectionabfe,  and  In  her  coloniea 
bad  placed  (he  exports  of  the  United  States  ttpon 
terms  by  no  means  reoiprocal. 
^  Admi(  far  argument  sake,  that  the  act  was  im- 
proper, its  policy  equivocal-— it  was  not  enforced; 
ni]  (berefore  the  Kngliah  never  experienced  any 
ijury  from  that  act.  It  does  -not  constitute  an 
apology  for  them.  Why  ascribe  the  conduct  of 
Bngland  to  these  causes,  when  your  Ministers, 
Messrs.  Montoe  and  Piakney,  have  declared  to 
you,  there  were  strong  and  powerful  interests  in 
thai  country,  anxious  for  a  war  with  you ;  they 
''  --"  ou  ihdse  interests  combine  power  and 
icientto  control  the  Government;  and 
you  have  been  cautioned  by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  the 
most  propilious  moments  of  bis  negotiatioiu, 
asainst  ibis  spirit;  that  the  liberal  views  of  the 
Minisiet  must  yield  lo  ihe 'clamor  of  the  West 
India  planters,  the  jealousies  of  the  East  India 
Company,  and  ship-holders,  and  the  impatieirt 
avarice  of  ihe  navy.  It  is  the  ascendency  in  the 
Cabinet  of  these  influeoces,  thwarted  by  the  war 
on  the  Continent,  which  menaces  your  commerce 
with  exteriaiaaiioD,  and  your  country  with  ser- 
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Titiide.    It  kept  pace  precisely  irith  the  progrnt 
of  these  even  19. 

The  first  cause  of  complaint  yon  bad,  was  ihe 
cbalruclion  to  the  eiporlalion  qI  foreign  arlielei 
to  the  CoDiioeDt,  the  surplus  of  similar  eriiclei 
becime  multiplied  in  ihe  hand*  of  the  British 
mercbaudi,  and  the  nieans  of  disposal  gradually, 
lessened,  with  the  conquests  of  France,  and  bet 
occapation  of  Ihe  conlinenial  seapnrls  ;  in  order 
to  counteract  these  effects,  they  tried  to  destroy 
our  trade,  by  declaring  the  continuity  of  (he  voy- 
age between  the  colonies  and  mother  country  il- 
legal ;  jour  Tesseh  were  then  required  tp  stop  in 
the  United  Stales,  chaaga  (he  csrfjro,  and  pay  or 
wcure  the  payment  ofihe  duties,  before  (hey  could 
proceed  to  Ihe  Continent.  These  regulalions  ob- 
viously tended  to  destroy  the  superior  advauta^es 
of  Ihe  commerce  oftheUQited  Slates,  and  when 
France  had  KUcceeded  in  cuKlrig  out  the  British 
entirely  from  the  trade  of  the  Cbatinej)t,a  report 
of  the  West  India  coiUmiKee  declared,  (hat  unless 
all  Went  India  and  colonial  produce  was  com- 
pelled lo  reach  ilie  Continent  through-England, 
ihey  eouldi)Oteope  with  the  American  mercbani; 
and  the  plaiilers  in  the  British  colonies  could  not 
compete  with  their  rivali  without  ahsolute  loss. 
To  secure  the  interest  of  her  plan(ers  ihe  Amer- 
ican commerce  must  be  depressed.  It  was  (he 
nme  object  which  revived  the  rule  of  1756, 
esteaded  its  application  (ous.  upon  principlei 
tally  new;  and  the  orders  of  (he  llih  November, 
which  followed  tbeexecut  ion  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
were  intended  Co  give  efficacy  (o  (his  .project. 
Upon  (his  point  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
■eiis  is  good  Rulhority  ;  he  admitted  one  of  the 
fibjeclBwasibeannihilsiioo  of  neutral  commerce, 
lie  seems  however  to  have  forgotien  ihat  it  was 
impoMible  for  an  American  vessel  lo  reach  the 
Continent ;  and  argues  as  if  your  commerce 
perfeedy  free,  overtoolting  the  actual  liiuaiion  of 
the  United  States.  You  are  told  by  (be  gentle- 
man from  Mas&a  chose  tint  you  have  efiectually 
fielded  lo  the  operation  of  the  French  and  Brit- 
lah  edicts,  by  wiibdrawing  from  ibe  ocean, 
confortDLty  to  tbem.  J  would  ask  him,  if  we. 
armed  against  both  Powers,  in  addition  to  the 
embargo,  whether  (hat would  beBubmissionl  Yet, 
according  to  the  gentleman's  logic,  aubmisKion 
CMisitts  ID  refusing  to  trade  with  the  belligerents. 
Let  us  lake  him  upon  another  ground  ;  he  taya 
take  off  Ihe  embargo,  and  let  your  vesselsigo  to 
sea.  Well,  ssppose  that  to  be  done  ;  your  vessels 
so  to  sea,  and  trade  exclusively  loOreai  Brit 
lor  sfae  says  you  shall  go  no  where  else ;  w 
that  be  submission  or  resisiancel  Uaquei 
ably  submission.  But,  sir,  grant  your  present 
Bys(em  to  be  submission,  is  it  of  that  abject  kind 
recommended  by  IheKenlleman,  which  renounces 
the  charaeter  of  your  flag,  abandons  your  properly 
and  citizens  lo  the  mercy  of  every  picarooo  and 
plunderer  «n  the  high  seas?  Upon  the  subject 
of  tribute,  yon  are  lold  by  him,  it  will  not  be  paid, 
if  you  first  20(0  Kngland — because  your  mercbaot 
will  not  aflerwards  go  lo  the  Comitieat,  as  he 
knows  France  wilt  ccmfiscale  his  properly.  Is  it 
«ome  lo  ibis,  and  are  we  to  be  indebted  to  France, 


bitter  ei>emy,for  protection?  Isthenaiionil 
honor  ibbedepositediB  such  bands?  It  is  asked, 
could  we  not  trade  tt>  Russia,  Denmark  and  8we- 
7  Yes.yoacould  go  direct,  bul  for  the  Orders 
of  Council,  which  compel  you  to  tonch  first  at  a 
British  purt,  and  pay  (he  duty  which  sbere<]uire« 
for  pfrmissiou  (o  carrv  on  that  commerce,  lo 
h  you  have  an  undoubted  tight,  without  im- 
position or  obstroeiion  from  that  Oovernmeal.  In 
tb.ia  case  who  will  saveyonr  honor, and  ytwr  peo- 
ple from  paying  tribme?  The  gentleman  from 
Massacjiu setts  adraiis  the  trade  of  tbe  United 
States  must  stop  in  England;  it  was  upon  that 
ground  he  endeavored  to  prove  we  need  not  vaj 
(ribu(e.  What  will  be  the  consequeoceto  (he  Uai- 
Ted  Slates  and  Ihe  NewBng^and  people  ihem- 
seWes?  Why,  as  England  does  not  employ  or 
consume  more  than  one-)hird  or  oue-fonrih  of  all 
your  exports,  «f  course'  you  ^111  lose  ibe  em- 
ployment of  your  shipping  in  that  proportion. 
What  will  become  of  the  vessels  usually  employed 
in  the  export  trade,  in  exporting  tbe  remaining 
produce  lotfaeCoDtinent.  when  they  areabsoluteiy 
iprohibiled  from  approaching  it?  Tb^  will  be 
useless;  and  it  is  absurd,  io  the  present  state  of 
things,  to  imagine  they  would  be  relieved  by  tak- 
ing off  the  embargo..  He  telb  us,  in  ^waking  of 
'the  relative  importance  of  ihe  commerce  of  Mas- 
sachusetts end  Virginia,  that  the  Slate  of  Massa- 
cbusetta  esported  lo  the  amount  of  twenty  mil- 
lL(;ns  of  dollars,  thirle^  in  foreign  and  seven  ia 
domesljc  produce.  Great  part  of  the  latter  is  ae- 
luaily  the  pfoduci  of  Virginia,  whose  resource*  he 
has  endeavored  to  underrate. 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
you  will  (ind  the  whole  United  State*  exported  a 
[idle  more  than  one  million  and  a  half  of  foreign 
prodace  to  Englaiid;  this  is  all  she  wants;  whUe 
Massachasetta  alone  exports  thirteen  millions; 
several  other  Stales  export  as  much  foreign  pro- 
duce..  Can  it  be  necessary  to  say  what-will  be 
the  consequence  of  carrying  alt  these  goods  to 
Great  Brilein  ?  Instead  of  enhanoing  (he  valua 
to  Ihe  proprietor,  the  loM  and  depreciation  in  the 
price  are  ioevilable.  You  miisl  pay  an  export 
duty  of  seventeen  per  cent,  ad  TalDrfm,.the  con- 
sumption in  thai  country  being  prohibited  ;  and, 
according  to  the  genlieman's. account,  the  trade 
closes  there.  But.  admit  it  may  be  sent  abroad, 
that  it  eseapesthe  fangs  of  French  privaleen  and 
uuprincipled  confiscation  in  French  ports ;  in  that 
case  you  cannot,  in  addition  to  tbe  expectae  of  a 
circuitous  voyaga,  pa^  seventeen  per  ceDiaiD.  aad 
come  into  competiMon  wiih  British  merehanu 
tradfog  in  similar  prodncts,  favtired  with  (he  con- 
sumption of  tbe  heme  market,  and  aided  by  the 
drawback  in  foreign  markeia.  Sir,  yon  would 
lose  npon  the  property  at  least  as  much  aa  you  do 
here,  where,  by  the  progress  of  internal  consump- 
tion, il  is  gradually  going  off  at  its  full  value. 
'When  the  gentleman  talks  about  a  dispositioa  to 
sacrifice  commerce,  a  disposition  whicb  never 
did  or  can  exist,  what  would  he  say,  if,  instead  of 
the  British  repealing  oor  drawbacks,  we  were  to 
doit?  The  drawback  given  by  the  United  States 
to  the  Bastern  merchant  upon  exporisiioD  to  fos- 
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ter  nsTiga lion,  the  British'  aoTernment 
dertnkea  in  repeal,  iDd  that  which  we  g 
stinolus  to  emerprise,  tbefsziorl  asa  ta: 
Yau  will  find  the  drawback  has  been  made  ihf 
Btandard  Tor  tbe  datin  imposed  by  Elogland  on 
foreign  eiporis. 

I  would  again  demand,  what  wonld  these  gen- 


tlemea  fay  if  we  should  reiteal  the  diawback.' 
They  would  sar,-  you  paralyze  our  comme  ~~ 
suspend  the  employment  of  our  capital,  and  i 


rifice  n*  to  onr  rlTsla-jyet.  when  the  thing  is  dOne 
by  a  foreign' Qovernment,  hafitog  no  jurisdiction 
•Ter  us,  they  lee  nothiDg  hostile  to  commerce — 
DOI  a  murmur  is  heard ;  but  tbey  tell  you,  let  the 
merchants  trade,  they  will  not  pay  tribute,  Fraoce 
will  prefsBt  that:  ihev  die  determined  upon  free 
irade  in  spite  of  ^awoacks,  eircuitous  voyages, 
exposure  to  captures,  aew  duties,  and  total  ezcU- 
*ion  from  a  market;     "  Eferythlng,"  says  the' 

Enilemao  from  Massachusetts,  "slops  in  Ene- 
id."  How  does  this  aSect  the  remaining  hranih 
of  your  oaTlgation  7  Soch  is  iheamount  of  the 
disciiminatiDg  duty  in  favot  of  British  vessels 
and  against  American,  by  giving  themthe  prefer- 
ence in  the  iranspoTialion  bf  some  of  your  own 
produce,  you  asTe  the  Whole  freight,  without  in- 
cluding other  charges  iocidenl  la  the  voyage. 
Can  your  ship  come  into  compeiitioa  when  it  is 
the  interest  of  the  shipper  of  every  ailicle  to  give 
yoar  adversary  fifty  per  cent,  more  than  you  can 
mrry  it  Ibr?  This  fact  is  demonstrable,  with  the 
cenainty  of  arithmetical  ealculation,  and  if  gen- 
tletnen  will  irte  the  trouble  to  calculate  the  dis- 
crtfflioating  duties  upon  cotton  they  will  be  saiia- 
fied.  'It  is  proper  I o  observe  adiscrinliaaiingduty 
is  not  k  recent  ihii^g,  the  duty  is  relatively  now 
what  it  was  before;  but  as  the  gross  amount  of 
doty  imposed  on  American  produce  by  il^e  act  of 
Parliament,  carrying  the  Orders  of  Couacil  into 
«ffect,  has  increaxed.  this  effect  bas  lesDlted,  Let 
OS  examine  how  the  Aperies  will 'be -effEcio), 
which,  to  some  gentlemen,  are  a  source  of  tre- 
mendoas  uoeaainess.  For  these  fishermen  I  sym- 
pathise with  all  my  soul,  because  they  are  pre- 
cisely in  my  own  situaiion.  'They  impose  on 
stockfish  2»,  6d.  sterliog  per  cwt.,  and  on  every 
species  4(.  sterling  per  ewr.  Now',  gentlemen  have 
always  told  you,  the  fisheries  cannot  subsist  wilh- 
oat  some  special  bounty  from  Government.  Will 
they  DOW  codtend  that  that  branch  of  industry 
can  maiotaiu  itself  aeainsi  a  daiy,'the  fourth  part 
of  the  valu;  of  the  fisbl  Cot  off,  too,  from  its 
natural  market,  and  forced  into  one  in  which 
there  is  no  demand?  The  merchant  who  has 
paironized  the  fisheries,  and  I'ested  bis  capital  in 
the  tr«nsportatioD,  will  no  longer  fii>d,it  his  inter- 
eat  10  purfoe  his  accustomed  traffic  in  this  arlieie 
to  Bnrope.  On  the  subject  of  the  flshertes,  I  re- 
member a  ramark  of  Aleiander  Baring,  who  is 
considered  one  of  tli«  most  intelligent  merchants 
ID  Eoglattd,  that  the  cuttingoff  oar  irad^  wiifa 
tbe  Continent  would  effectually  destroy  their  o«n 
fisheries,  haeause,  he  said,  they  used  to  sell  their 
fish  to  the  American  merchants,  who  sent  them 
to  Spain,  Portugal,  dtc.,  tindfer  the  neutral  flag. 
How  much  greater  must  bf  the  injury  when  to 


the  loss  of  "the  market  must  be  added  the  expense 
of  double  freight  and  insurance,  and  a  prohibitt»- 
ry  instead  of  a  protecting  duty?  Gentlemen  will 
hardly  call  this  a  matter  of'bouniy  from  his  Royal 
Majesty,  What  will  be  the  effect  on  the  planter? 
I  believe  I  have  shown  the  interests-  of  t'be  East- 
ern merchants  and  fishermen  are  completely  d«- 

Iiwill  be'fouod  that  similar  duties  are  laid  on 
lumber  and  other  importatit  articles,  operatingin 
the  same  way  as  On  the  fisheries.  With  respect  to 
the  produciioDs  of  the  Southern  country,  let  as 
take  lobacco,  an  artide  in  which  1  am  personally 
interested.  We 'export  annually  about  86,000 
hogsheads  fr«m  tbe  United  States, bf  which,  it  ts 
staled  by  Mr.  Baring,  the  aoDsumjniOn  fn  Eng- 
land is  about  12,000  hhds.  annuallr.  What  will 
become  of  the  surplus  ?  If  lodged  in  England  it 
wiil  not  sell,  because  the  quantity  exceeds  the 
demand  in' England,  while  the  risk  of  caplnre, 
and  duties  on  exportation,  must  confine  it  to  that 
country,  and  destroy  competition  among  the  ptM- 
cbasers.  On  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  read  a 
calenlatioB  of  the  tribute  to  which  that  article  is 
liable : 

A  cargo  of  tobacco  ma;  be  said  to  comist  of  fiMB 
huodred  hagBhewis.  For  the  sake  of  mnnd  number* 
we  vill  suppose  each. hogshead  only  one  thousand 
ponnds,  and  the  aceonnt  stands  thus : 
Four  hundred  thoomnd  pounds  of  tobacco  at  1}  stall- 
ing per  lb.  is  jCZ,600  aterling,  or  -  -$11,S00  00 
Tonnage  at  ISs.  per  too,  on  400  tons,  Is 

£340  sterling,  or  -        -        •        -        -      1,0S6  60 
Light  money,  and  about  fifty  other  charges, 
wUi  anqunt  to   —        -  -        -       BOO  00 


lS,9Se  BO 


Amdani of tribnteon  each caT_ 
Deduclins  the  amount  of  tobacco  consamed  in  Eng- 
land, the  residue  destiaed  for  the  Uontinent,  uid  whidt 
woald  go  direct  bnt  (br  the  Onlsrs  in  Council,  is  con- 
pelled  to  touch  in  England,  ani  pay  bmida  doubb 
freight  duties,  which,  oalcutatad  as  above,  standi  thtii : 
8aj  68,000,  iboDsh  the  teal  quantity  is  74,000  hhds. 
weigbiBf  1,000  pounds,  at  l^if.  itaiting  pet  poimd,  k 
£436,000.  or  -  ...  -  -  .«1,SB8,000  00 
One  hnndredand  seventy  ships*  tonnage, 

at  92,000  each        -     .   -      '  -        -       340,000  00 


Amonilt  of  trtbate  on  tobacco     - 


8^388,000  00 


he  amount  of  tribute,  then,  on  74,000  hhds., 
-tbe  quantity  consumed  on  the  Continent,  is  93,- 
'^38,400,  nearly  one  half  the  value  of  the  whole 
„riicle  when  shipped  from  the  United  States,  es- 
timated on  the  custom-house  books,  at  86,0G0,- 
000,  After  having  destroyed  iia  value,  by  de- 
priving HB  of  a  market,  and  hindering  its  eon- 
sumption,  I  venture  to  prono.unce  that,  if  theem- 
bargo  was  removed,  it  would  not  pay  tne  risk  and 
freight,  much  less  the  duty.  The  planter  would 
receive  no  reward  for  his  labor,  and  the  merchant 
undertaking  the  shipment  would  be  ruined.  Bat 
the  gentleman  from  Massachaseits  talk*  about 
navigating  the  ocean  as  a  matter  of  perfect  saf^ 
ty.  What  are  the  foots,  sofar  as  they  have  tran- 
spired?' Mr.  Gr*y,  of  Salem,  a  man  whose  par 
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triotism  has  honorably  Iriumphed  over  the  preju- 
dices of  puny,  aad  whose  Cbmaiercial  accuracy 
irili  not  be  qu^Elioned,  has  aimed  (hat,  oul  of 
■even  Teasels  which  sailed  frooi  that  port  in  the 
mooth  of  December,  only  one  reached  (he  Com- 
linent,  and  she  had  to  pay  hesTy  charges  to  escape 
ConfiacBiion ;  she  wai>,  to  tiie  a  TuWr  saying, 
vhipped  and  cleared.  I  have  seen  a  list  from  a. 
siogle  iasQrance  ofGce,  in  Batiiraore,  of  vessels 
deared  out  rrotn  (he  1st  of  September  lo  ibe  33d 
of  December,  and  out  of  fifceen  which  sailed  for 
the  CoQtineDi,  in  that  liiQe  only  two  escaped— 
two  were  condemned,  two  acquitted,  and  nias 
lemain  mi  jeopardy.  Why,  then,  will  gemlemen 
tell  UB  we  can  carry  on  conimerce,  when  such 
ve^els  as  hate  sailed  have  been  devoted  to  cer- 
tain capture  1  In  the  case  of  the  insurance  com- 
pany to  which  I  have  alluded,  the  toss  of  proper-. 
ly  was  calculated  at  a  risk  of  eighty  per  cent,  on 
its  whole  value ;  and.  in  the  case  of  the  port  of 
Salem,  at  a  risk  at  least'ss  sreal.  With  respect 
to  the  trade  with  the  French  and  Spanish  qolo- 
niea,  which  was  open  when  the  embargo  was 
laid,  everybody  knows  we  had  enough  of  komeaf 
these  articles  to  serve  .ibis  country  for  five  veai^ 
to  come— we  were  overstocked — Ihey  would  be 
of  no  value  in  the  United  States,  and  why,  then, 
bring  them  here  7  For,  I  have  before  shown  that, 
if  they  had  been  brought,  they  could  not  have 
been  re-exporied  with  safely  or  profit. 

This  then,  being  the  stale  of  affairs  at  the  time 
the  embargo  was  laid,  it  becomes  proper  lo  speak 
of  Ihefiolicy  which  governed  my  vote.  It  has 
been  echoed  from  every  part  of  (he  House,  thai 
the  embargo  has  failed  in  ils  purpose  ;  (hat  it  has 
not  starved  and  broiighl  England  and  France  to 
oar  feet.  I  had  no  tuch  expectation,  As  far  as 
I  recollect  what  I  thought  or  said  at  (he  time  of 
its  passage,  no  such  consequence  as  atarving  the 
belligerents  was  anticipated.  I  advocated  it  as  a 
precautionary  measure ;  in  thai  point  of  view  it 
baa  not  disappointed  my  eypeclations.  It  hai 
answered,  then,  fuUj,  because  it  has  saved  the 
property  which  was  in  port,  and  got  in  that  which 
was  uui,  a  sum  equal  lo  one  hundred  million  of 
dollars. 

It  has  as  yet  saved  us  from  war,  and  whL.  _ 
equally  important,  it  has  saved  us  from  tribute.  [ 
had  another  object ;  to  give  an  opportifnity  to 
appeal  (o  (heir  ioteresls.  and  ascertain  whether 
the  belligerents  would  repect  our  rights  or  not. 
As  for  what  Mr.  Caoniog-  insinuates,  that  we 
looked  for  the  downfall  of  the  British  nation  from 
our  measures,  I  did  not  aniicipale  such  an  effect, 
oeithei  did  I  with  that  view  support  the  present 
ayslem.  I  contend  for  DOthing  but  free  trade,  and 
aak  nothing  more  of  them,  nor  will  I  ever  be  con- 
tent wilh  less,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  al- 
ways considered  the  British  nation  safer  than  it 
has  been  within  a  hundred  yearsj  her  relative 
aiiuation  is  jnconlestably -more  firm  than  ii  was 
at  the  commencemeai  o£  the  French  revolution. 
Is  there  a  navy  on  the  ocean  to  oppose  her  7  No. 
She  has  swept  frohi  that  element  everything  un- 
der the  name  of  a  ship  of  war ;  a  danger  of  inter- 
Dai  commotion,  which  ihtealened  her  at  the  com- 


mencement of  (he  pr^ent  war,  no  longer  exists 
from  the  example  of  the  French  revolution;  ao 
man  can  suppose  that  the  example  of  France 

can  now  invite  emulation ;  it  has  ceased  lobe 
conjagious  J  (he  systems  resemWe  too  much — all 
honest  men  loathe  and  detest  with  abhorrence  the 
habitual  violation  of  national  rights,  whatever 
may  be  her  internal  regulation^  In  esiimalin^ 
the  policy  of  the  embargo  when  laid,  and  the  ef- 
fects it  would  nave  produced,  we  should  bear  ia 
mind  the  siluatioa  of  Europe;  that  was  peculiarly 
favorable  foe  an  appeal  to  the  commercial  inter- 
ests of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  C.  himself  admits  it 
was  a  stale  in  which  such  an  attempt  was  most 
likely  to  succeed  ;  at  that  tinie  she  was  excluded 
from  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  the  want  of 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  would  have 
been  seiisibly  fell  by  her.  If  the  coercive  effecta 
of  the  embargo  have  beeti  partially  defeated  by 
(he  change  which  has  since  occurred  in  Spain, 
no  one  can  consider  it  as  an  error  in  our  calcula- 
(ions  lit  (he  time,  because  it  codld  net  be  fore- 
There  is  a  retnark  made  by  Mr., Canning,  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  which  deserves  a  reply. 
He  says,  ihe  embargo,  by  an  unfortunate  concur- 
tence  of  oircumstaoces,  'did  come  in  aid  of  the 
'-blockade  of  the  Continent."  The  Minister 
would  Gnd  a  very  natural  solution  for  this  myste- 
ry, if  he  would  only  recollect  the '^  unfortunate 
concurrence"  in  point  of  time  of  (he  ex(eosion  of 
the  French  decree  and.his  orders  against  neutral 
commerce.  Bm,sir,  the  embargo  was  materially 
unlike  the  blockade  of  (he  ContiDenl,iaasmueEt 
as  Briii^  goods  were  not  excluded  from  your 
ports,  and  consequeully  *'did  not  come  in  aid  of 
It."  lagain  disclaim  all  identiiy  in  the  cause,  or 
concurrence  in  the  views  ofihe  French  Emperor, 
My  ground  was  exclusively  American  ;  I  asked 
DO  surrender  of  British  rights.  How  far  the  effecla 
of  (his  ineasure  have  been  defea(ed  by  events  in 
this  country,  appears  very  .obvious  to  ity  mind. 
How  does  it  happen  that  Mr.  Pinkney,  as  laie  as- 
July,  had  every  reason  lo  believe  the  British  Got- 
ernmeDl  would  accede  to  a  proposition  which  hsts 
been  since  rejected?  How  does  it  happen  that 
their  (one  haf  been  so  suddenly  changed  1  This 
alteration  could  not  have  been  caused  by  the 
events  in  Spain,  because  they  .were  known  previ- 
ous to  (hat  time,  aud  the  change  was  too  abrupt 
to  have  an  entire  connexion  with  (he  state  of 
things  in  Spain  and  Portugal.  Sanguine  calcu- 
lations were  entertained  that  the  United  States 
would  be  dismembered,  and  your  Government 
destroyed.  This  was  the  common  prophecy  of 
newspapers  and  pamphlets.  The.  author  of 
"  Hints  to  both  Parties."  no  less  a  maa  than  Mr. 
Marriot,  a  Ministerial  member  of  Parliament, 
sagely  remarks,  thai  the  Chief  of  your  Govern- 
ment must  follow  (he  fate  of  Paul,  when  Russia 
and  Great  Britain  were  at  war ;  that  he  is  mis- 
laken  (as  my  colleague  Mr.  Ranqolph  declared) 
we  all  know ;  but  the  effects  were  (he  same  as  if 
the  calculation  had  been  correct,  because  the  Min- 
istry had  acted  upoo  it,  assuming  it  to  be  a  fact. 
Buttbi«writeris  certainly  mistaken  inasaimilatiDg 
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ihii  QoTemraeoi  to  that  of  RuMJa.  Though  it 
would  be  easy  to  take  off"  sir  individual  in  this 
countrj',  it  will  beibund  infinilely  mnre  difficult 
to  effect  a  refolution  ia  its  policy.  The  destruc- 
tion of  one  mati  would  nol  chaoge  the  temper  of 
the  people,  or  ttllet  [be  policy  of  the  national 
Covncils.  While  I  regret  Iheefiects  prodtned  in 
Buropeby  tbe  intemperance  of  ouif  own  people, 
and  toe  shameful  misre.pTetentatiooa  tif  ine  pa- 
pei!  and  foreign  emissaries,  I  am  far  from  ques- 
tioning the  right  of  the  people  inevery  section 
of  ibe  country  td  epeak  what  language,  and  to 
tfhe  what  intelligence  they  please  to  foreign 
Powers.  It  is  one  of  the  eTiis  arising  from  our 
political  institutions,  but  which  is  counterbalanc- 
ed by  the  good  effects  which  the.  liberty  of  Ihe 
pRst  pfoduces.  li  ia,  bowerer,  lamentable  that 
tbe  essenilBl  interests  of  the  couaUy  tiarC'  been 
neri&ced  by  retarding  a  settlement  of  oar  differ- 
There  is  one  fact  which  proves  that  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  British  Oovernm^nt  on  our  divisions 
bas  been  decisive  in  her  Conncils.  I  mtraa  the 
pfoetamation  inviting  (he  violation  of  our  eibbar- 
go  laws — affording  protection  to  those. who  resist 
tbe  aniboTity  of  the  law.  Is  this  the  conduct  to 
be  pUTsned  toward  us  by  a  nation  professiog 
Mendshipl  Is  it  the  conduct  of  one  civilized 
country  loanoiherl  It  is  not,  and  can  only  prO' 
ceed  from  theidelosion  produced  by  the'  reports 
of  jodividaalsirbo  hqve  been  scattered  through 
this  country  to  engender  misobi^f.  Mr.  Canning 
tpeais  this  langoage,  as  if  his  hopes  of  rebellion 
were  cf^osummated.  He  evidently  considers  us 
toTQ  to  pieces,incapable  of  resistance,  and  obliged 
to  fill  a  victim  to'their  policy.  But  I  trust  there 
is  a  redeeming  spirit  which  will  avenge  the 
wrongs  oif  this  injured  liation.  There  has  heeo. 
aBOlber  effect  produced  by  tbe  embargo,  not  with - 
sundiog  the  shadlefal  evaaion  of  the  law.  The 
price  paid  in  the  West  Iitdia  islands  for  your 
products,  some  of  which  are  essential  to  exist- 
ence, and  all  necessary  loeomfort;  this  price  has 
been  extravagantly  high,  and  must  have  been  in- 
jarion*  to  the  planters,  who j  while  ihey  found  the 
means  of  yendiag  their  produce  limited,  w«e 
egmpelled  to  pay  for  articles,  of  foreign  i^rowih, 
high  prices,  and  exebaage  their  owir-below  tbe 
usual  price,  wbiah.'even.Rt  its  common  standnrd, 
afforded  no  pro^t.  In  Great  Britain  herself,  as' 
was  Eipecied,  the  gradual  advataoe  on  the  price 
of  all  the  rawmaterials  for  her  manufaciures,  has 
Bo(  only  embarrassed  iheiroperalions,  but  thrown 
ibDOTands  out  of  employment-,  the  effi^ct  has  kept 
pace-with  the  ezbaustioa  of  the  stock  on  hnnd 
when  tbe  embargo  Wds  laid.  '  , 

Tbe  plan  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr,  MnHPOBD,)  for  permitting  a  trade 
with  Spain  and  Portugal,  would  be  fa«  from  af- 
fording adequate  relierio  thegieatand  important 
ioierests  concerned.  Your  exports  to  Spain  and 
Portugal  do  not  pxceed  four  million  of  dollars  in 
domestic,  and  sixteen  millions  in  foreign  produce. 
Soppoiiog  this  commerce  free,  what  would  be 
[he  effect  of  prosecuting  itt  Do  yon  think, 
|Im!  present  slatfe  of  things,  you  can  eome  iitto 


competition  with  the  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and 
British  vesseU?  I  apprehend  not;  for  it  will 
oaquestionably  be  the  policy  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment to  favor  their  own  navigation,  and  that  of 
the  British  nation,  with  whom  they  are  in  alli- 
ance, in  preference  to  another.  And,  let  me  tell 
you,  by  this  moment,  iheir  markets  have  beeft 
gluit^  with  foreign  produce ly  the  Boglish,  wh» 
;onveoient,  and  have,  themselves,  a  aopera- 
.  ..  lance.  But,  hav6  yon  nriy  assurance  that  the 
present  state  of  things  will  continue?  Suppoie- 
your  vessels  were  to  clear  out  for  poKis  of  Spain 
and  Portugal ;  is  there  any  certainty  you  would 
not  Snd  them  occupied  by  PrencJi  troops?  And^ 
inthatcBie,  an  unprincipled  confiscation  of  ali 

SDUr  property  must  be  the  immediateconsequencPr 
esides,  how  do  yoQ  know,  these  countries  are 
~  :>t  within  the  scope  of  the  Orders  of  Council  ? 

.11  you  know  upon  ibis  subject,  is  a  conversation 

lid  to  have  passed  between  some  merclianfsand 
Mr.  Canning.  He  tells  you,  to  be  sure,  it  is  nol 
'mpossjble  some  relaxation  of  the  orders,  not  cal- 

ulated  to  impair  their  rfgor,  but  to  accommodate 
them  to  neutrals,  may  take  place.  You  under- 
stand pretty  well,  frem  experience.  What  ihete 
favorable  modifications  mean.  I  shall  presently 
have  oco  a  si  OB  to  speak  ofthem.    You  rely.ibeo, 

,  I  a  conve'rsation,  in.wbich  a  British  Minister 
has  underlaken'to  do— what?  To  regulate  the 
trade  between  ibis  country  and  an  independent 
nation — (for  it  must  be  considered  independeilt 
until  subdued.}  He  letls  you,  (bat  you  may  carry 
"red  your  own,  and  the  produce  of  tbe  Spanish 
d  Porlu gne 5 e  colonies,  snd  bring  back  the  pro- 
duce of  those  countries  in  return.  This  boon, 
seized  upon  here  wrth  avidity,  is  stamped  with 
assumption  of  authority,  subversive  of  your 
liuaal  independence.  If  it  rests  with  them  to 
regulate  your  commerce  at  their  .pleasure,  what 
pledge  have  yon,  when  il  conflicts  with  their'in- 
letesis,  rfaey  will  not  curtail  it?  How  are  you  to 
satisfy  the  scrupuloijs  consciences  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Courts,  that  the  sugar  you  carry  was  raised 
n  Cuba,  and  not  in  Martiniqiie  or  Quadaloupe? 
And)  if  Vos  succeed  in  this,  a  thousand  pretexts 
will  be  found  by  the  learned  crafts  of  Doctors' 
Commons  to  rob  you  of  your  property.  -When  I 
talk  of  the  security  of  our  trade,  I  talk  of  a  noii- 
eniiiy.'  It  is  regulated  by  the  single  dnsh  of  it 
pen,  and  that  not  of  your  own  Qovernmenl,  but 
of  a  foreign  Power. 

But,  sir,  genilemen  may  ailach  some  stability 
to  this  indulgence,  from  the  exception  of  the 
Spanish  and  French  colonies,  in  the  Orders  of 
Council.  They  have  often  adverted  to  the  faeC, 
end  the  British  Qovernmeht  itself  has  not  failed 
to  press  it  upon  you  as  a  proof  of  her  fevor,  and 
a  new  elaifn  upon  your  gratitude.'  The  truth  is, 
she  was  pursuing  her  own  interest ;  she  was  more 
concerned  in  the  trade  to  the  colonies  than  yoti 
weie  yourself,  for  which  your  merchants  exported 
only  four  or  five  millions  in  native  prddocts. 
They  became  factors  of  the  British,  and  circula- 
ted aeariy  twenty  millions  of  English  goods, 
which,  could  not  otherwise  find  «ntrance  into 
those  ports;    Is  it  not'  easy  to  discover  what  was 
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the  policy  of  tbe  permiuiaa  to  trade  lo  ih«K« 
itlaods?  It  was,  thai  hei  special  iDiereats,  doi 
yours,  were  piomoled  by  it.  No;' she  would  doI 
evenpermii  yoQ  to  seek  a  market  for  your  iaiiem- 
nificalion  after  serving  her.  Now  the  can  go 
there  directly,  and  sell  her  goods  without  your 
Buistance.  What  follows?  Does  tbe  cootull 
your  inleiest  by  {termilliDg  you  to  carry  oo  the 
trade  oped  to  her  owa  mercbaats  1  No,  KJr,  aad 
if  any  dmibii  remain,  let  me  cpll  your  aiieniion 
to  tbe  late  proclamalioD,  blackadiug  ihe  FrvQch 
West  India  islaDds.  We  have  deFpanhes  from 
EugUiid  down  lo  the2&ihor  September;  at  that 
lime  there  was  no  inlimalion  lo  your  Mioisler, 
and  not  a  whisper  io  the  polilical  circles,  of  ibis 
thioff,  aad  suddenly,  when  it  was  supposed  in 
fingland  (io  the  language  of  (lie  gentlenian  from 
Massachusetts)  *  that  we  must  lake  gff  the  eni' 
bargo."  you  see  a  proclamaiiun  daieil  ooly  fifteen 
days  later  than  the  latest  dates  from  Eagland, 
declariofT  that  every  vessel  going  lo  [be  E'reneh 
West  India  islands,  shall  be  liable  lo  seizure  aud 
coDdemnaiioQ.  What  language  does  it  rpeak  7 
What  policy  does  it  evince  1  To  ruy  miod  it 
pteseuts  a.lraia  of  reflections,  to.whieJLl  am  un- 


b  the  traoiaction  deservea.  Il 
ous  and  hostile  to  ii;  utmosieilent.  Suppose 
the  aenilemau  bad  moved  lo  lake  off  tbe  etnDergo 
the  first  of  tbe  session,  and  had  succeeded  by  the 
temptiog  promise  of  this  trade.  You  ^ell  know 
the  French  islands  have  been  literally  ruined  by 
(be  embargo.  They  have  not  been,  like  ibe  islands 
of  Mis  Majestv,  supplied  by  the  infraclors  of  the 
law,  principally  British  ageotSj  through  Canada 
aod  Nova  Scotia,  with  provisions.  Every  vet' 
■el  laden  wilh  flour  and  provisians  would  have 
ahaped  ber  course  to  ibese  islaodti,  where  there 
was  the  greatest  scarcity,  and  the  greatest  proba- 
bihLy  of  proGl ;  and  by  this  "unfortUDate  cod- 
Gurrence"  between  tbe  removal  of  the  embargo, 
(as  was  expected  in  England.)  and  ihe  procla- 
tDatioa  of  blockade,  all  your  commerce  id  that 
direction  would  have  been  swept  off  and  de- 
stroyed. Tbia  blockaije  is  of' old  standing,  at 
least  as  old  as  the  petitions  of  the  last  suminer — 
it  is  dated  lbs  14ih  of  October — delayed  six  days, 
■ad  sent  by  express  for  our  uolificaiion  about  ten 
days  after  the  meeliog  of  Congress,  at  which 
time  it  was  supposed  Ihe  crabarzo  would  be 
raised.  It  is  said  this  express  vessel  met  Biiiisb 
vessels  going  into  Barbadoes.  as  she  came  out, 
from  whom  the  iastruclions  were  received.  But 
it  is  reduced  la  certainty,  these  vessels  arrived  oa- 
.  tbe  20th,  and  tbe  proolamalion  issued  on  the  14lh. 
Ves,  sir,  tbe  nels.were  attfutlv  spread,  tbe  sports- 
meiii  stationed,  and  the  whole  flock  would  have 
been  eniaQgied  and  taken,  but  for  the  embargo. 
Will  gentlemea  not  take  waruiogl 

There  has  been  one  observation  made  on  which 
I  will  make  a  few  remarks,  and  but  few;  but 
they  are  necessary  to  a  fair  and  candid  discussion. 
It  lus  been  said  that  we  ought  to  have  resisted 
the  Berlia  decree;  tb'«tif  we  had  done  that,  we 
should  have,  been  saved  from  our  present  disa- 
greeable situatioD,  and  have  taken  f(»ta  Great 


Britain  a  pretext  for  enforcing  her  Orders  ID 
Council.  The  gentleman  from  Massacbusetts 
defines  subinissioo  lo  be  ihe  doing  that  which 
you  are  commanded  to  do,  and  resistance  iu  the 
doing  that  which  you  are  commanded  not  to  do. 
I  thank  him  ;  he  is  perfectly  correct.  I  will  use 
his  deflniiiuiK  acd  apply  bis  own  principles  to 
this  case.  What  said  the  Berlin  decree?  Yo« 
shell  not  go  to  Great  Britain,  if  you  do  Fra.Dce 
will  seize  and  confiscate  your  property.  What 
was  our  conduct  7  We  did  go  to  Great  Btilaio, 
Btid  our  shipmetits  were  neverlbeless  as  great  as 
before  the  decree  ;  we  did  carry  on  the  furbiddeti 
trade,  and  therefore,  by  the  gentleman's  own  d^- 
nitioo,  resisted.  Lei  u«  lake  another  view  of 
this  subject.  In  the  uote  of  Lords  Holland  and 
Auckland,  attach  ijil  to  the  rejected  BriiiiihTreatj, 
Ibey  tell  us  among  other  things,  lha(  if  Iheeoe- 
my  should  cany  oiese  threats  into  execuiion,  and 
the  United  Slates  should  acquiesce,  tbey  should 
probably  be  compelled  lo  retaliate  io  tbe  same 
way;  hot  disclaim 'the  right  to  reialiaie  if  [he 
French  Government  forms!!;  abandons,  or  tacit- 
ly relinquishes  ihem.  What  is  tacit  reliiujuUh- 
meni?  Wv  there  a  single  case  io  which  it  was 
executed,  pnd  known  to  us  previous  to  ibe  Orders 
ni  Couocill  Nut  one;  and  does  not  the  fact, 
that  American  vessels  went  from  England  to 
France,  as  before,  prove  a  tacit  Felinquisbment? 
Certainly.  Indeed  so  far  Irom  its  being  a  tacJi 
relinquishment,  it  was  a  formal  abandonmeDt, 
amountiog  lo  a  positive  and  express  ac  know  led  g- 
ment,  that  the  decree  was  not  in  force  againM  the 
commerce  of  the  Untied  States.  I  haveaireadf 
shown  thai  Eogland  received  no  injury  from  ih« 
'operation. of  that  decree,  because  we  traded  with 
her  as  we  ba^d  done  btfore,  and  ibe  retaliaAiog 
orders,  admitliDg  the  fight  of  Qreal  Britain  to 
retaliate  on  her  enemy  through  neutral  trade, 
could  not  exist  until  we  had  received  ao  injury 
and  acquiesced  in  it.  But  so  far  from  its  being 
known  we  had  acquiesced,  (he  execution  of  (h« 
Berlin  decree,  and  the  orders  of  the  11th  of  No- 
vember, reached  this  country  nearly  at  ihe  same 
time.  If  our  commerce  had  been  vitally  assailed 
by  this  munstrous  decree,  and  we  had  not  effec- 
tually rc^sted,  I  ani  not  prepared  to  say  how  far 
it  would  have  been  a  departure  boca  oui  neu- 
trality, aod  would. have  justiSed  the  .measure* 
adopted.  Sir,  1  never  would  have  submitted  to 
il.  You  must  remember  1  declared  I  would  vote 
against  a  general  embargo,  but  that  I  anticipated, 
from  the  British,  measures  quite  similar  to  those 
of  France.  We  did  our  duty,  resisted  when  at- 
tacked by  it,  and  I  scout  all  idea  thai  ihe  people 
would  have  submitted,  or  that  aay  man  would 
have  proposed  such  submission.  You  hear  no 
apology  for  France;  you  hear  no  palliatioa  of 
her  outrages,  or  disguise  of  her  views,  and  yon 
see  every  man  ready  to  exert  the  energies  of  (he 
nation  to  avenge  ihe  wrongs  of  the  country. 
Take  the  Orders  of  Council  in  another  ppint  of 
view ;  they  profess  to  recaliaie  oa  France  tlfl-ough 
us,  because  weLhave  permitted  her  to  aiiack  oar 
rights.  Why  then  were,  they  not  confloed  in 
their  operation  to  France;  why  did  ihey  eom- 
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H.  OP  R. 


prebcad  sBtioDs  with  wiiom  -we  weie  in  nmity. 
aajl  from  whom  we  bad  received  bo  injury? 
Will  BDy  persDQ  say  we  ought  to  havesoDe  to 
war  with  Rastia,  DeB[nark,aad  Snedeo  f  You 
ue  boom]  to  consider  ibeie^  nations  ioJependeot, 
and  ireac  Ihem  as  such,  yhil^  th^y  inatiirest  no 
diipcwiiioii  to  ckange  the  subiisiinK  r^lationa  be- 
tween oa,  and  refraiu  from  hostile  acts.  Tb« 
aalimilcd  iscope  giTOD  lo  the  Orders  JD  Council, 
maoifeftly  shows  the  reliliatjon  on  i^rance  was 
a  mm  pretext.  But  if  the  obiect  of  Great  Bril- 
aio  was  really  rataiiatioD  on  France,  how  could 
■be  ^t  over  the  proposition  made  by  the  Qot- 
ernmeDt  ol' the  United  States  to  continue  the 
erabargD  as  to  France,  and  remove  it  as  lo  Eag- 
laad,  provided  she  woald  .withdraw  her  Orders 
in  Council  7  This  would  hare  been  a  compli- 
ance with  her  requisition  for  resistance  to  the 
Berlin  decree, «iid  destroyed  all  ground  fbr  the 
cootiuuapce  of  the  ,otderi.  Bal  taere  we  are 
toJd  tbai  our  Oov^rnment  ha&  offered  [o  comply 
with  that,  which  if  they  bad  doue  in  the  first 
instaace-,  would  have  saved  us  from  difficulties. 
This  is  indeed  a  strnnge  inference :  that  England 
woalil  have  acceded  to  the  praposilioa  formerly, 
because  she  now  rejects  il.  Sir,'  the  United 
Stales  can  never  consent  to  give  authoriiy  to 
that  unlimited  right  of  retaliation  which  she 
claims.  Aod  so  far  from  this  offer  being  a  com- 
pliaoee  with  ihat  demand,  it  was  an  honest  and 
fair  arowal  of  the  conduct  which  the  Oovern- 
meDi  wosid  purine  towards  France,  if  left  to 
itself.  It  was  honorable,  sirj  and  the  rejection  of 
that  favorable  proposition,  connected  with  U>e 
nhvioQB  cauaee  of  that  rejection,  convinces  my 
mind  she  does' net  want  to  be  on  good  terms 
iriih  OS.  She  thinks  more  may  be  made  in 
aaaibet  way.  • 

[i  has  been  urged  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
thai  the  emtargo  destroys  nil  our  revenub  and 
thai   if  we    remove   it   our  Treasury  would  be 

Sin  filled.  What  is  the  fad  on  this  subject, 
iog  it  upon  their  own  ground  1  You  inevitably 
lose  npwatds  of  a  million  of  dollars  collected  by 
wayof  drawback,  on  articles  re-eiporled  from  the 
Untied  Slates  for  consumption  inforeitjn  mar- 
kets; ibe  obstacle!  interposed  by  the  orders,  and 
Ihe  imposition  of  a  transit  duty  by  act  of  Par- 
liament equivalent  to  the  duties  remitted  in  this 
country,  cut  off  st  oflce  this  smoaBt,  it  is  pock- 
eted elsewhere,  Again,  we  have  heretofore  de- 
rive a  revenue  from  nil  that  part  of  our  impor- 
tations which  is  from  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
and  every  other  part  of  the  world  not  included 
in  the  Orders  of  Council;  the  ioipost  derived 
Trom  this  trade,  and  ibe  means  which  it  aS'orded 
of  paying  revenue  into  the  Treanary  are  at  an 
end.  nor  cOuld  it  be  resumed  by  raising  the  em- 
bargc.  1  will  venture  to  assert  these  lasses  coo- 
stitaiB  one-half  of  the  revenue.;  they  are  irre- 
trievably lost  while  Europe  eonlinues  in  its  presr 
ent  elate.  Again :  SuppoM  you  cooilnue  to  trade 
with  Knglandfhow  would  your  revenue  derived 
from  the  consumption  of  ber  mannfactures  stand 
affected?  Qrantthat  ooe^faalT  Of  oar  revenue  is 
noir  collected  (him  the  commeroe  with  Qieat 


Britaia;  if  ibe  produce  of  ibia  country  is  re- 
duced to  a  mere  dtog  by  being  restricted  lo  her 
ports,  (and  I  bave  shown  thatwunid  be  the  case,] 
could  you  continue  to  consume  her  goods  1  It  it 
an  establinhed  aiiom  in  trade  ihat  the  ezporU 
and  imports  must  always  beat  ao  ez^ci -propor- 
tion, and  it  is  tidiciiloui  to  suppose  the  use  of 
foreign  goods  Would  continue  "after  ibe  means  of 
payment  ceased  to  exitl;  io  other  words,  the  ex- 
change of  labor  between  the  two  couniries  would 
be  too  unequal  lo  last.  In  a  short  time  even 
that  branch  of  revenue  Aould  dwindle  into  in- 
sigMfieance;  il  would  not  leplenish  the  Treas- 
ury. Thus,  sir,  take  theee- edicts  and  Orders  in 
Council  in  any  possible  point  of  view,  their  oper- 
Rlion  Dpon  your  commerce  is  ezchision  from  the 
coatioentil  market,  the  desiruciron  of  your  rev- 
enue, the  lessened  value  of  the  produce  of  your 
wil,  and  the  prostration  of  your  fisheries  and 
navigation.  Eaierprise  cannot  eontinne  when 
every  avenue  of  commerce  is  cut  off;  in  short 
they  produce  the  very  evils  which  geoilemen 
wiin  to  eharg«  on  the  ejikbargo.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  consider  this  guesiion  as  a  quesiioD  of 
pecuniary  calculation  altogether,  and  it  is  so 
clear  to  my  mind,  that  there  does  not  exist  a 
teniptaiion  to  sacrifice  the  honor  and  independ- 
ence of  tbe  United  Slates,  that  I  Km  astonished 
KentleiBCQ  can  lake  any  other  view  of  the  sub- 
ject than  that  I  have  token.  To  lake  off  the  em- 
bargo at  this  titne,  while  the  duereej  of  France 
aniTlhe  orders  of  England  remain  in  force,  with- 
out adopting  some  other  tncBsure  squally  effi- 
cient, would  be  to  submit  to  the  meatiest  degra- 
daliOQ.  It  would  be  sending  your  properly  to 
certain  ruin,  exposing  it  to  tbe  lawless  epoliation 
ofevery  pirate  with  which  the  oceai  ii  infested, 
without  (be  means  of  resistance  or  (be  hope  of. 
justice.  If  yt)u  do  not  now  take  a  stand  foryout 
rights,  when  will  you  1  Can  the  occasion  ever 
be  more  urgent?-  It-would  be  vain  bereafier, 
when  you  have  yielded,  and  the  nation  ia  habilo- 
ated  to  foreign  domination.  Do  you  flatter  your- 
self that  jrour  grievances  will  close  here?  Yon 
will  be  mistaken  ;  it  it  not  the  nature  of  power 
iotoiictted  with  success  to  retract  its  encroach- 
ments, or  eommeieial  avarice  to  relax  its  preten- 
sions. The  little  you  iiow  have  will  soon  be 
claimed,  and  what  you  bave  already  yielded, 
will  furnisl^  the  pretext  to  enforce  your  compli- 
ance ;  yon  will  not  even  be  remunerated  by  pro- 
fit for  your  disgrace.  It  is  not  a  lime  when  sub- 
mission is  entiued  to  moderation,  or.  con  cess  ions 
insure  forbearance.  -  Our  agriculture  must  con- 
tinue as  it  now  is  until  some  new  direction-  be 
^iren  to  the  destructive  tempest,  which  tender* 
It  almost  impossible  to  navigate  the  ocean.  I 
know  that  the  operation  of  our  measure*  it 
strong,  that  every  man  must  feel  them  more  or 
less,  and  the,  plainest  calcnlationt  cannot  quiet 
thereallessness  of  pecuniary  emharrassment.  Bui, 
sir,  while  1  candidly  believe  the  members  of  tbit 
House  feel  their  fuJI  share  of  the  public  prea- 
sure.  (ibal  at  least  it  my  eese,}  and  ere  honeetly 
governed  by  what  they  believe  the  interest  of 
the  country,  I  cannot  but  rely  upon  the  pattiot- 
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iSm  of  the  people.  Lei  geniiemen.  iherefore. 
wbo  (liupproTb  of  this  sfatem.  come  furward  and 
■ay  what  ihey  think  best  to  be  done.  They  owe 
il  to  themselves,  atkd  (heir  coDstilueDls,  rdcI  they 


a  Aacred  duty  they  aie  pledged  to  perform. 
Ibem  do  ibis  iosiead  of  dividiog  and  diatractiug 
the  Qavernmeot,  find  welkenine  the  natioo ;  ihey 
are  Americans,  and  ought  noi  lo  nacriSce  the 
oarional  riijhts  to  the  pride  of  party.  As  to  the 
embargo,  show  me  somethiog  better,  and  I  will 
retract  like  an  honest  man,  and  adopt  it.  I  do 
not  consider  myself  precluded  from  a  choice  of 
measures  because  I  once  Tot^d  for  it.  There  is 
no  object  lo  which  I  stand  pledged  but  the  safety 
of  the  nation,  and  no  system  but  that  which  will 
most  certainly  pi'emole  it. 

.  My  colleague  has  said  i^«  are  called  on  by 
every  teme  of  du[y  we  owe  to  ourselves  and 
country  to  unite  and  annoy  our  enemies,  and 
make  ibe  strongest  possible  impression  upon 
them.  I  agree  with  him.  It  Is  lime  to  retaliate 
the  aggression  and  injuries  of  which  we  have 
been  so  \oaa  the  Tictims.  This  Is  the  only  way 
to  change  ineir  temper,  by  retorting  the  evils-of 
their  own  injustice;  some  foreign  magic  mitst 
have  withered  his  braia,  and  thai  man  must  be 
under  the  influence  of  foreign  Oovernmenls  who 
will  DDl  go  all  lengths  lo  support  the  honor  of 
tbe  nation.  It  is  to  be  regretted  our  harmony 
has  been  dhtutbed  by  ihe  introduction  of  Eubjecis 
not  connected  with  the  eiUiine  stale  of  ihings, 
or  calculated  to  'meet  future  difficulties.  Union 
would  be  more  promoted  by  looking  prospective- 
ly. As  to  those  meatures  alluded  to  by  gentle. 
raen  as  the  cause  of  onr  present  difficulties,  they 
passed  before  I  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and  with- 
out any  pariicipaiion  of  mine.  Can  there  exist 
a  doubt  that  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  we  must 
take  care  of  ourselves,  and  keep  to  ourselves  1 
Every  mode  of  insult  to  the  nation  baa  been 
tried,  and  even  your  public  Mibislers  have  come 
in  for  thei/  full  share  of  neglect.  As  to  keeping 
ibem  any  longer  in  Europe  to  be  writing' notes 
and  papers,  it  is  out  of  tbe  question  ;  for  one  I 
am  prepared  to  go  along  with  my  country  and 
share  its  fate.  I  shall  vote  fot  the  first  and  third 
resolutions,  because  we  cannot  without  dishonor 
sQbniit  to  the  flagrant  violation  of  our  neutral 
rights,  and  because  we  should  be  prepared  to  de- 
fend them.  The  second,  eicloding  armed  ves- 
sels, shall  also  have  my  approbation.  I  am  wil- 
ling to  place  the  English  and  French  upon  (he 
same  ground.  Tlieir  conduct  has  forfeiied  all 
claim  upon  us  to  the  hospitality  and  protection  of 
our  waters.  I  am  disposed  to  exclude  tbe  pro- 
ductions of  both,  and  cut  off  all  iotercouTse  until 
they  are  disposed  to  renew  it  upon  letma  of 
equality.  Ai  for  this  measure  injuring  England 
more  than  France,  we  cannot  belp  that ;  but  it 
ought  to  be  reooltected  that  it  has  not  been  long 
since  we  were  told  by  the  British  themselves,  ail 
(heireflbr(s  lo  injure  France  were  vain,  while  she 
eDJoyedth^benefit  of  (he  American  commerce. 

Tbe  third  resolution,  ia  the  following  words; 
having  been  lead : 


"  Saohtd,  That  measUTes  ought  to  be  immedifttelj 
taken  for  plauDg  the  contktry  in  a  more  complete  state 
of  defence." 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  supposed  ihat  (his  was 
a  resolution  to  which  there  might  probably  be 
but  liille  Opposition ;  but  at  the  same  lime  be,  for 
one,  should  like  to  know  what  were  the  details 
connected  with  it. 

The  Pbairman  asked  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  wished  to  hear  the  report  read  1 

Ut.  Rahdolph.— Very  far  from  it,  sir. 

Mr.  NtCHOLAB  said,  as  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee was  not  present,  and  he  felt  at  all  times 
di9po>ed  to  give  any  informatiun  in  his  power, 
he  would  stale  what  he  knew  on  the  subject. 
The  situation  of  tbe  United  Slates  being  at  tbia 
time  critical,  and  as  it  was  possible  if  not  proba- 
ble thai  war  would  ensue,  Mr.  N.  said  it  had 
been  his  opinion,  and  that'of  the  select  committee, 
that  we  should  be  prepared  for  it.  It  had  been 
doubted  by  the  committee  whether  this  jiubject 
came  properly  within  their  prorince;  but  it  had 
bean  tne  opinion  of  the  majority  that  it  would  be 
proper  for  ibem  lo  express  their  sentiments  on  tbe 
subject;  with  an  idea  that  if  the  House  sfaoald 
concur,  the  resolution  might  be  referred  to  an- 
other commitiee,  whose  business  it  would  be  to 
procure  such  details  from  the  departments  as 
would  enable  them  to  make  the  proper  arrange 
ments  for  carrying  the  wish  of  the  ilouse  into 
effect 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  nem.  eon. 

The  Commitiee  then  rose  and  reported  the  res- 
olutions to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  Ibe  said  re- 
port at  the  Clerk's  table:  Whereupon  the  first  re- 
solution contained  therein  being  again  read,amo- 
lion  was  made<by  Mr.  Dana,  to  amend  the  samv, 
by  inserting  between  the  words  "submit  to,"  and 
the  woiii  '■  the  late  edieta  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,"  the  following  .words,  '-abandon  tbe 
narigation  of  the  ocean  in  consequence  of:"  and 
on  the  question,  that  the  House  do  agree  to  tbe 
said  amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas 
26,  nays  D&.asfollaws: 

YiAs — John  Campbell,  Epaphroditns  Chaminan, 
Martin  Cbittsndan,  John  Culpepsr,  Samnel  W.  Dana, 
John  DAvenport,  junior,  James  Elliot,  WiUiaiB  Ely, 
liicbaid  Jackson,  Itobert  Jenkins,  Tbilip  B.  Key, -Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jun.,  Edvrard  BL  Lo«  Livetmore,  Edward 
I.lojd,  WilUaa  Milnoi,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelj,  Timo- 
Ihy  Fitlun,  jun.,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Bandolpb.  Joha 
Russell,  William  Stcdman,  Lawis  B.  murgra,  6ama«l 
Ta^goit,  Benjamin  Tallmadse,  Jabei  Upban,  anil 
Kiliiui  K.  Van  RenueUer. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Ei«kiel  Bacon,  David 
Baid,  Joseph  Bsrkcr,  Burwell  Busctt,  Williani  W. 
Bibh,  WiDiim  Btacktedge,  John  Blske,Juniar,  Thomaa 
BlDUnt,  Adsm  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  flurwdt,  Willism  Butler,  Joseph  Calfaonn, 
Matthew  Clliy,  Jobn  Cloplon,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Davrson,  Josiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha, 
Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Bppea,  William  Findley, 
Jsmea  Flak,  Meshack  Frsnklin,  Prancta  Gardner,  Tlu» 
mas  Gholaon,  jun..  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Oraj, 
Isaiah  L.  Grean,  John  Harris,  John  Hnster,  William 
Belnu,  William  H«s^Jsmea  HoUaud.David  Uolmsa, 
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B«njunin  HowKd,  Reuben  Hamphrejs,  Daniel  Ilele;, 
Jidm  G.  Jackwn,  Richard  M.  Jobnun,  Waller  JooeB, 
Thomu  Kenao,  Williun  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert, 
JohD  Love,  Nathaniel  Macao,  Robert  Marion,  ^illiiun 
HcCreeij,  Daniel  Monteomerj,  jua.j  Jghu  Montgom- 
erj,Nicbola«  R.  Moore,  Thoma*  Moare,Ieremiah  Mor- 
ion, John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Miimfonl,  Roger  Ne!- 
Km.  Thoraaa  Newbold,  Thopias  Newton,  Wilson  C. 
Hicholu,  iohn  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PensjIvmU,  Johii 
Rheaof  Tenneinee,  Jacob  Richards,  Msllhiaa  RicharilB, 
Sunnel  Riker,  Benjamin  Sa;,  Ebenczer  8eaver,  Sam- 
mi  Shaw,  Jamea  Sloan,  Dennii  Smelt,  John  Bmilie, 
Jedediih  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuei  Smith,  Henry 
SoDlbard.  TUchard  Stanford,  Clement  Blorer,  Peter 
Swart,  John  Taylor,  John  ThompMn,  Abram  Trigg, 
George  U.  Troup,  Jamea  I.  Vata  Allen,  Philip  Van 
Corllandt,  Archibald  Yan  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Jnte  WhaiUn,  Robert  \Thitehill,  laaac  WUbour,  Da- 
vid R.  WiUiurv.  AJeiandei  Wilun,  Natiian  Wilson. 
and  Richard  Winn.  .  -;, 


}t  oppuee  lis  passage. 

fir,  Taylor  replied. 

Mr.  D.  R.'WiLLUHS  called  foradivisioa  of 
the  question,  so  as  to  eipres'  Ibe  sense  of  ^he 
House  as  to  the  edicts  of  each  belligerent,  sepa- 
ntelf,  , 

Mr.  MosELT  said,  he  should,  at  this. time,  make 
■  Tcry  few  remarks  0Dly,as,applicableeielusiTelj' 
to  th«  resolutiuD. 

Ue  observed,  that  it  appeared  to  him  verv  sln- 

Klar  and  extraordinary  tbal,  at  this  period,  ibe 
lase  sbould  be  prefenled  WJlb  ibe  abstracl  pro- 
position containea  in  ihe.resoluiion,  that  theUni' 
ted  Slates  cannot,  'without  ibe  sacrifice  of  Ibeir 
lighis,  honor,  and  io^epegdence,  submit  to  the  late 
edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  Krance. 

Sir.taid  be,  ihe  obnoxious  edicts  alluded  loin 
this  resolution  were  as  well  kaona  and  under- 
stood months  prior  to  the  close  of  the  last  -session 
of  Congress,  as  they  are  now. 

Why  then  shotlld  it  now,  for  ibe  first  time,  he 
thought  requisite  to  make  this  declaration.  If 
such  a  declaratiot]  could  be  deemed  necessary  to 
show  our  spirit  it  cvtaiolj  seemed  to  him  to 
eome  with  a  very  awkward  grace  kl  this  time  of 
day- 

But  h«cunsidered  iheresolutioa  itself  as  rather 
k  harmless  thing.  It  may  admit  of  various  cou- 
itrvctions.  At  all  eT<:nts,  h^  said  he  perceived 
notbins  v«ry  alarroiog  in  it.  U  can  "break  no 
man's  Teg,  nor  pick  no  man's  pocket."  He  pre- 
sumed it  was- not  ioteuded  or  calculated  to  ex- 
pose the  nation  lo  the  wa^te  of  much  blood  or 
ueasuie,  ffom  any  hostile  resistance  lo  their  edicts 
which  was  to  result  from  ihe  adoption  of  tbis-rc' 
aolution. 

Indeed,  said  he,  if  this  resolution  were  to  be 
pTea«oied  to  the  public,  disconnected  with  the 
reasoning  m  the  report,  and  with  no  explanation 
of  its  meaning ;  it  would,  as  has  been  remarked, 
be  regarded  by  a  great  proportion  of  the  people 
as  a  pledge  for,  the  repeal  of  the  ecnbargo  laws. 

These  laws,  by  compelling  ibem  to  a'bandon 
ibe  ocean,  they  consider  as  producing  that  very 
subm  ission  and  sacrifice  of  the  rights,  honor,  and 


independence  of  the  nation  which  this'resolution 
disavows. 

Instead  of  vieVring  their  present  situation  in 
the  lig|it  of  a  dignified  retirement,  as  some  gentle- 
men are  pleased  to  term  it,  ibey  doconceive  it  as  a 
dastardly  relioquishmeot  of  their  incontestable 
rights.  But  those  who  voted  for  the  embargo 
laws,  and  who  are  slill  for  continujng  them,  it  is 
lo  be  presumed,  entertain  no  such  ideas.  Finding, 
however,  that  others  do,  and  that  such  sentiment* 
■re  continually  becoming  more  prevalent,  it  wa» 
perhaps  thought  prudent  and  proper  lo  have  a 
general  declaration  uf  this  sort,  as  explanatory  of 
tbeir  own  views  of  tbeit  own  measures.  If  ibia 
be  all,  Mr.  M.  said,  be  certainty  felt  disposed.  Do 
all  occasions,  to  gratify  ffentlemen  whenever  il 
could  be  done  without  injurious  consequeocei. 
His  greatest  objeeiion,  he  said,  was  an  apprehen- 
siou  that  we  shotild  diminish  our  own  dignity, 
and's^posB  ourselves  to  ridicule,  by  saying  so 
much  and  doine  so  little.  He  feared  that  foreign 
nations  would  liegio  to  conclude,  that  they  had 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  us,  but  proclamations, 
paper  resolutions,  abstract  propositioDS,  and  me- 
naces without  meaning.  However,  he  said,  he 
believed,  when  called  upon,  he  should  give  hii 
vote  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Gahdenier  «aid  that  he  should  probably, 
on  the  present  question,  be  in  a  ve^y  small  minor- 
ity; and  ibis  being  the  case,  he  felt  an  uowtlling- 
ness  to  vote,  without  at  the  same  time  asserting 
the  principle  on  which  he  opposed  it.  He  was 
opposed  to  it  for  two  reasons ;  first^  because  it  was 
legislating  on  an  abatract  ppoposition;  resolving  a 
certain  thing  which  could  not  be  disputed;  and 
secondly,  because  no  "definite  coosequeace  was  to 
result  from  the  adoption  of  it.  One  gentleman, 
said  he,  asserts  that  the  adoption  of  this  resdlutlon, 
if  followed  by  any  consequence,  will  be  followed 
liy  a  repeal  of  the  embargo.  Another  gentleman 
considers  tbe  adopttoo  of  the  resolution  as  pledg- 
ing the  House  and  nation  .to  the  approbalion  and 
continuance  of  thi:^  same  embargo  law.  Then  ic 
is  legislating  on  words  without  sigaificatioQ,  enter- 
ing into-'a  resolution  which  subjects  us  tQ  no  spe- 
cific course  after  it  is  passed,  binds  us  to  nothing} 
for  one  geolleman  can  vote  for  this  resolution, 
because  tti  consequence  of  it  he  considers  tbe 
House  bpund  to  repeal  the  embargo.  Let  the 
members  of  ihis  House  look  for  one  moment  to 
the  ridiculuQii  conaequence  of  voting  upon  an 
abstract  pronosition  which  is  followed  by  no  con- 
sequence, which  decides  no  question,  which  tie* 
us  down  iQ  no  (iourse  of  proceeding.  No  iadl- 
vidual  commits  himself  oa  tioy  point  in  contro- 
versy by  voting  on  this  resolutioa.  Therefore, 
Mr.  G.  said  itlvas  an  idle  and  useless  proposition. 
It  appeared  to  him  lo  he  below  ibe  dignity  of  the 
House  to  vote  for  or  agaiost  it;  and  if  he  knew 
any  way  in  which  the  question  could  consisienilf 
be  evnded,  he  i^hould  pursue  that  course  in  pre- 
ference to  the  vote  which  be  felt  himself  obliged 
to  give.  In  the  view  inwbic^  he  considered  this 
reboiuiioo,  he  could  not  see  how  men,  legislating 
for  the  good  of  the  nation,  could  bring  tbemselTea 
seiioualy  to  vote  for  such  a  proposition.    Il  is  not 
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onlf  idle,  nid  he.  but  id  my  mind  it  it  not  aaseri- 
ing  the  dignity  of  thia  House,  sod  of  ihe  nalioD, 
10  pBu  a  retuluiioD  expressed  io  the  terms  io 
which  Ihiit  is  eiprmed.  "£aotved.  That  the 
tJDileiJ  Slales  eantiaC,  withoui  a  sacriSce  of  iheie 
righiv,  honor,  and  iodepeadence,  sjbinif."  The 
United  Stales  caanot  tubmit  to  nnylhing. 


[hat   r 


:y." 


more  rigiiis,  honor,  and  indppendnice.  I  bad 
thought,  as  an  American  citizen,  that  to  submit 
ID  any  esse,  was  to  relinliuiah  those  peculi 
privilege*  which  disiiuguisb  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales  Trom  all  others;  I  should,  thererore, 
as  soon  think  of  brinKing  forward  a  triiulutioD  for 
:be  adoption  of  this  House,  that  it  is  a  relinquish- 
ment D[  our  rights  and  independence  to  submit 
at  bU,  as  chat  it  is  snch  a  sacriSce  tp  submit  to  the 
edicts  mentioned  in  the  resoluiion.  The  proposi- 
tion then  amounts  to  this:  that  for  the  United 
States  to  submit  is  la  saeriGce  their  inllepeDdeDce. 
And  who  disputes  it?  Noone.  In  Ibis  view  of 
the  subject,  therefore,  the  adoption' of  this  resolu- 
tion would  seem  "to  imply  a  doubt  whether  this 
,  nation  has  shown  a  disposition'  to  resist  the  ag-- 
gression  of  foreign  Powers:  If  the  fact  were 
really  so,  if  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sabmit- 
ting  to  insults  and  aggression,  at  any  rate  I  wonld 
act  wound  tha  feelings  of  this  injured  people  so 
mnch  as  to  pan  a  resolution  which  should  imply 
that  it  had  been  lheca»e;  for  if  any  possible  pracli- 
cal  utility  cap  renult  from  the  adoplioo  of  this 
resolution.  It  would  be  this  and  this  only:  that 
inasmuchiB*  our  conduct  hitherto' had  beeneal- 
eulated  to  impress  foreign  nations  with  an  opin- 
ion that  we  wonld  submit,  it  has  become  ueces- 
■ary  to  declare  that  we  would  not  submit.  Ngw, 
is  this  country  placed  in  such  a  situation,  either 
by  (he  conduct  of  the  Administration  or  its  oppo- 
nents, that  a  new  declaration  of  indeitendence  has 
become  necessary  1  Has  tlie  spirit  of '76  travelled 
back  to  far  as  ibai  il  is  now  necessary  to  declare 
that  we  are  independent  1  If  this  were  seriously 
a  matter  of  doubt,  in  such  a  case  I  might  be  in- 
clined 10  adopt  such  a  resolution  as  this.  But  1 
do  not  tbinlr  so.  The  spirit  of  independence  is  as 
broad  awake  as  erer  it  was;  it  is  as  warm  and 
glowing  as  it  was  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill ; 
and,  therefore,  certain  as  I  am  of  this,  I  am  ooi 

Kepared  to  {[ive  my  assent  to  such  a  proposition; 
cause  I  think  its  adoption  calculated  lo  carry 
with  it  an  expression  of  doubt  as  to  the  matter 
whieh  it  rtiolvesto  be  true.  Whenihe  Declara- 
tion of  lodependence  was  made  in  '76,  we  were 
not,  immediately  antecedent  to  that  period,  inde- 
pendent. Tbatiheoharacierof  thisoation  might 
be  justly  estimated,  it  became  uecesaary  thai  a 
decTsration  of  independence  should  be  made.  That 
was  made;  and  ever  since  that  time  it  has-been 
nonecessary  to  declare  that  it  did  exist:  I  see 
nothing  in  the  Temper  of  the  people  at  this  lime 
which  is  calculated  to  make  me  fear  that  they 
mean  to  rrlin()uish  their  independence.  I  will 
■ay  that  in  neither  of  the  great  parlies  in  the 
country  is  there  any  disposition  to  relinqaish  it. 
Io  the  party  which  I  oppose,  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  exiata  any  deatgit  to  surrender  oar  independ- 


ence, although  I  believe  their  measures  deatnic- 
tiTe  to  the  interests  of  the  nation  ;  and  in  the 
party  to  whieh  I  belong,  (and  the  being  attached 
to  it  is  a  circumstance  in  which  I  feel  more  pride 
than  in  any  other.)  I  am  certaiti  that  no  such  dis- 
position exists.  There  is  no  neces^iIy,  therefore, 
for  passing  this  reiolulion.  1  would  not  hold  onl 
to  foreiga  natiocs  that  any  circumstance  had  oc- 
curred which  rendered  it  necessary  to  declare 
that  we  are  an  independent  nation  j  for  that  ii  the 
pith  of  the  proposition. 

Fouf  other  memiwrs  rising  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
Tioifs  question,  it  was  put  in  this  form--"  SltaU 
the  main  question  i>e  now  put?"  aod  carried — 
ayes  65. 

Mr.  RHEa  rising  to  speak  at  ciiis  lime,  and  an 
objection  bein^  made  by  some  gentlemen  on  the 
ground  of  order,  .         '         '< 

The  Speaker  declared  >t  his  indiT^ual  opioion 
that  debate  was  inadmissible  after  acaffirmatiTe 
decision  of  the  previous  question;  but  that  the 
House  had  at  the  last  session  overruled  his  opiii* 
ion^and  be  fell  hiiQself  obliged  to  yield  to  their 
decision. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  appealed  from  this  decis- 
ion, permitting  debate  after  a  decision  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  on  the  ground  that  il  was  coti- 
Irary  to  thf  rules,  of  the  House. 

Much  debate  took  place  ou  thb  appeal,  and  Mr. 
RjtHOOLPH  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

Before  they  were  taken,  however,  a  motion  waa 
Epadc  to  adjourn,  and  carried. - 

Fhioay,  December  2. 

Another  member  to  wit:  Btah  Alexamdkk, 
from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took  his  seal 
in  the  House. 

Mr,  LEwia,from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  sizr 
leenih  ultimo,  a  petition  ofsandry  inhabitanu  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  presented  on  the  tenth 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sevED,  reported  a  bill  to  incotporaie  a  company 
for  opening  the  canal  in  the  City  of  Washington  ; 
wbicn  wss  read  iwicaand  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee'of  ihe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.NEWTON|from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  recommitted,  oa 
the  twenty-second  ultimo,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President  toemploy  twelvcaddiiional  revenuecat- 
tefs,  reported  an  amendalory  bill,  anthoriziog  the 
President  to  employ  an  additional  number  of  rev- 
enue cutMrs;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House  lo- 

Mr.  Jedeoiab  E.  Smith  presented  a  petition 
of  Samdel  MoHEV,  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  that  the  patent  heretofore  granted 
to  the  petitioner  for  sundry  improTemenis  made 
by  him  on  steam  engines,  may  be  extended  10 
such  fatlbet  time  as  Congress  in  their  wisdom 
may  deem  proper. — Referred  to  Mr.  Jedediah  K. 
Smitb,  Mr.  Upbah,  Mr.  Matthias  RicsAana, 
Mr.  GooDWVN,  and  Mr.  Holland;  to  examine 
and  report  their  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House- 
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Tbe  SFBAEBBprisenled  to  the  Hodh  taaitj 
Broeeedingi  of  the  Qrand  Jury  for  ifae  coaaty  of 
Bt.  Clair,  in  the  IndiiDS  Territory,  al  ■  term  of 
tke  Circuit  Conrt  held  in  the  moDth  of  October 
kit,  sniin^  certain  frieTances  lo  which  ibe-in- 
liabitaDla  of  the  said  coumy  have  beeo  and  are 
now  wbjecled  from  the  coooexion  lutainting 
with  the  coDDtry  lyiog  eaatward  of  the  river 
Wabub;  and  praying  such  relief  in  the  premties 
as  to  ihe  wtidom  agd  jostiee  of  CaDgreis  aball 
•cem  meet. — The  pr<>ceediDgg  were  reid,  and  ot- 
deied  to  lie-oa  the  table. 

A  Uentge,  reeeired  yesterday,  from  the  Pra- 
sideot  of  the  Uoiied  Stales,  was  read,  transmit- 
ting a  report  from  the  SBrreyor^of  the  Public 
Baildinp,  of  the  progress  made  oo  them  during 
the  lait  Maion,  of  their  pretent  state,  of  the  ex- 
pccdiinrei  iMutred,  asd  of  fb«se  which  may  be 
reqviniie  foriheir&rtherprosecntion.— Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

FOBEIGN  BELATIONa. 

The  Housq  resumed  the  cootideratioa  of  the 

IneslioD  on  an  appeal  from  the  deciiioo  o{  the 
Ihair  wbicb  was  depending  yesterday  at  the 
lima  of  adjonrnment :  Whertupon,  the  Hid  de- 
cision  being  again  read  in  the  words  fpUowing,  to 
wit: 

"  That,  conformably  to  tbe  dstertoilutioD  of  the  Boaie 
•n  tbe  fiftacDtb  of  December  Imst,  it  did  not  preclude 
debate  on  the  mun  qneslioD." 

And  on  the  qi;i^»lioD,"l3lbe  said  decision  of 
the  Chair  correct?"  it  was  resolved  in  the  affir- 
tnatiTe — yeas  101,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Ymx» — Eian  AlaxuHleT.  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Eiekiel 
Bum.  JoMph  Bukei,  Williani  W.  Bibb,'Joh)t  Bl*k«, 
Jan.,  Tbomu  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Bojlei  Rob- 
ert Brown,  WHtiam  A.  Surwell,  William  Butler,  Jo- 
seph Calhoun,  Epspbroditui  (^hsmpioD.  Mititin  Chit- 
tenden, Matthew  Claj,  John  Ctopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
John  Cuipeper,  funnel  W.  Dana,  John  DaTsnport, 
jn.,  John  Daweon,  Joaiah  Desne,  Joseph  Desk *,  Dan- 
iel M.  Durell,  James  Etfiot.  WillisTn  El;.  John  \V. 
Eppea,  WHtiain  Findlev,  MeebaekPnnlilin,  Barent 
Gwdmkr,  Francii  Gardner,  JsUes  M.  Gamett,  The- 
mai  Gholeon,  junv  Peterson  Good  i^jn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Chaen,  Jobii  HarriBtJohn  Heistsr.  WiIUsid 
Hatnsh  William  Hoge,  Jaai*  BolUnd,  Dand  Holmaa, 
BsnJMUB  Howard,  Re nben  Hauphpsja,  Daniel  IlsUj, 
Jokn  G,  Jackson,  Richard  Jaekaon,  Bobert  Jenkins, 
WalUT  Janoa,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Leiriijon.,  Edward  St.  Loo  Linnnore,  Edward  Llo;d, 
JoliB  to**,  Robert  Uarion,  William  McCreerj,  Wil- 
liam HiloOT,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  John  M(»it- 
funery,  Nicholas  R.  Moors,  Jeremiib  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moaely,  Gunlon  8.  Mumronl, 
Thaoaa  Newton,  Wilson  C.  NicboUs,  Timothy  Pit- 
kinijon,  Joaiab  Qainc^,  John  Randolph,  Jubn  Rea  of 
PenDsjlTsnia,  Jacob  Richards,  Millhiis  Ricbirdi,  John 
RubiU,  Benjamin  Say,  Samua!  Sbaw,  Jemea  Sloan, 
Denni*  Smelt,  Jedediafa  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
nd  Smith,  Hearj  Southard,  Richard  Htanford,  Wil- 
liaiu  Stedman,  Lewiy  B.  Sturges,  Peter  Swart,  Benja- 
min I^Umadge,  lotm  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  George 
M.  TMnp.  Jabar  Upham,  Jamea  I.  Tan  Alan,  Philip 
Van  Cortlandt,  Archibald  Van  Hosn,  Kitlian  K.  Van 
Ksnaadapr,  Daaiel  C.  Verplanck,  R<ri>srt  WhitefailL 
bae  Wilbour,  Alexander  Wilaen, aadNa^iati  WilsM. 


liam  Blackledge,  George  ' 
James  Fisk,' Nathaniel  Macon,  Joaiah  Mastera,  Roger 
NBlaon,Johd  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Teiineaaee,  Samuel 
Riker,  Bbeneier  Beaier,  Clement  Storer,  John  Tajtor, 
Jesie  Wharton, David  R.  Williuni,  and  Richard  Winn. 
The  question  then  recurring,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  so  much  of  the  fir«t  resoluiion  reported 
froip  the.  Committee  of  the  whole  House^  a*  ia 
contained  in  the  first  member  thereof,  m  th« 
words  following,  to  wit: 

••Ritehtd,  That  tbe  United  States  cannot,  without 
a  sacrifice  of  then-  rights,  honor,  and  independence, 
submit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Grest  Britain  :" 

Mr.  Rubi  made  a  few  remarks  Iq  support  of  it- 
Mr.  Upham  made  a  few  obserrationa,  going  to 
show  ibatBoy  gentleman  might  vote  for  or  against 
this  lesolmion,  under  whatever  inlerpretaiion  he 
pleased  ;  giving  to  the. terms  of  it  whaierer  COIH 
struction  should  best  suit  bis  ideas.  - 

Mr.  Jacksoii.  of  Virginia  said,  that  the  ironort- 
tuee  of'  this  subject  bad  been  acknowledged  by 
all  the  ffenllemen  who  bad  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee oT  the  Whole  ;  they  hid  admitted  thai  this 
wasa'Crisis  which  called  for  all  the  informa- 
li6n,  talent,  and  decision  of  the  nation,  which,  un- 
foriuaately  for  its  best  interests,  were  divided 
into  parties  and  aabdivided,  so  as  materially  to 
affect -that  strength  which  ougbc  tube  united. 
Thecfiurse  of  discussion  which  bsi  been  pur- 
sued, neoetsarily  resulted  from  the  natureof  tbe 
subject,  oiv  foreign  relatioaB;  everything  con- 
nected wiih  (hem  came  bi  fore  the  House  in  some 
shape  or  other.  And  although  the  time  of  the 
House  might  be  employed  on  some  things  unne- 
cessarily, accurdine  to  hi^  concepiion  it  would  be 
well  employed  in  defending  measures  which  had 
been  condemned  .with  a  view  to  prejudice  the 
public  mind;  for  it  was  not  with  ne  hope  of 
changing  the  conviction  of  any  member  of  the 
House,  but  for  influencing  the  people,  that  they 
had  been  thus  condemned.  And  as  some  gen- 
tlemen bad  taken  views, of  our  siiuaiion  which 
were  conceived  by  him  to  he  incorrect,  disingenu- 
ous, and  irnproper.  he  thought  it  due  to  hiraseif, 
to  the  majority  with  whom  he  was  associated, 
end  tbe  people,  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
they  acted,  according  to  his  conception. 

We  are  scarcely  permitted  to  touch  the  thres- 
hold of  this  investigation,  said  Mr.  J.,  when  we 
are  called  upon  to  leKecarehow  weacti  insurrec- 
tion is  threatened,  and  au  attempt  is  made  to  in- 
floence  the  House  by  represeaEations  of  hosliliiy 
to  theOovemmeni,  in  the  Eastern  people,  whicb 
only  pervades  the  minds  of  those  who  repretcnt 
them.  I  know  that  watchfulness  is  characteri»- 
lic  of  a  republican  form  of  Government ;  it  is  the 
grand  sentint^l  of  the  system  ;  and  Ishould  regret 
to  see  tbe  disposilion  to  watch  ovpr  and  animad- 
vert on  the  measures  of  the  Adminislralion,  lulled 
into  B  listless  security.  But  it  is  not  ihsl  watch* 
fulness,  disgracing  the  authors  of  misrepresenta- 
lionx  which  have  eiicndcd  to  every  hamlet  and 
Greside  in  the  country,  that  is  proper,  but  a  can- 
did examioattpn  of  both  sides  ol  tbe  question. 
Audi  alUram  partem,  is  a  precept  founded  on 
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justiRe  and  reason,  and  necenary  to  a  correcl 
cision.  Misrepresentations  ba»e  (tone  forth 
ever;  quarter  of  the  Unlou.  and  charges,  re ii 
ftted  in  some  iDsiaoces  ou  this  ttoor,  have  operated 
on  the  public  mind,  so  as  to  eioiie  unnecessary; 
unjust,  and  unreasooable  jealausiea  Sffaiusl  ' 
QovernmEnt.  Party  spirit,  the  bane  of"  free  j 
ernmenls,  a  monstrous  excrescence  growing 
of  liberty,  and  threatening  eren  librny  itself  with 
destruction,  still  exists  in  our  country,  and  after 
the  unsuccessful  eijieriment  of  seven  years  has 
been  made,  it  It  in  vain  to  expect  to  disarm  it  of  its 
antipathies  and  its  malice.  Its  t;reat  maiin 
seems  to  be  that  the  end  Trill  justify  the  means 
and  if  it  can  ailaio  its  end  by  ibe  most  dishonor 
able  means,  that  they  are  justifiable.  To  tbii 
Bource  Id  a.eTeat  measure  may  be  ascribed  (hi 
diOicuLties  thiEi  nation  has  to  encounter,  and  to 
this  source,  foreign  nations  are  unfortunately  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  looking-;  to  our  opposition 
prints  and  our  opposilian  men,  England  loob 
for  support,  and  from  them  am  idea  hns  gone 
■broad  that  the  Insurrections  of-lhe  Vermonlpae 
and  the  opposition  in  rhe  Notlheasl  Would  over- 
turn the  constituted  authorities;  and,  if  not  by 
the  regular  process  of  election,  by  revolution  it- 
self, a  change  would  be  made  in  the  polities  of 
those  who  administer  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates.  We  know  that  it  is  the  wish  of 
each  of  the  bellieerenls,  who  have  swallowed  U|> 
in  the  vortex  of  ibeir  interminable  disputes  all 
the  n&tions  of  the  world  bnt  the  United  Slates,  to 
unite  us  in  their  cause.  Eachon*  wishes  loform 
more  intimaie  connexion  with  us  than  thos. 
bave  with  its  enemy.  This  disposition  is  i 
ral ;  for  when  We  look  into  private  life,  we 
individuals  endeavoring  (o  enlist  those  who  bav6 
no  concern  >o  ibe  dispute  among  their  partisans 
in  tbeit  personal  contests.  Besides  this  with, 
common  to  both  the  belligerents,  a  spirit  of  mo- 
nopoly and  jealousv  of  onr  commercial  greatness 
has  seized  upon  the  Government  and  people  of 
one  of  them.  It  is  evident  from  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  for  many  years  past,  that  she  cannot 
consent  to  submit  to  the  idea  that  the  United 
States  shall  be  reaping  the  rich  harvest  of  their 
neutrality,  while  har  thousand  ships  are  scouring 
every  sea  and  driving  everything  from  its  surface. 
The  commercial  spirit  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  has  been  the  cause  of  that  jealousy  ; 
that  spirit  which  in  its  infancy  was  so  eloquently 
portrayed  bv  Edmund  Burke,  which  has  been 
(o  essentially  fostered  by  the  (neasures  of  our 
Government,  has  grown  with  our  growth,  and 
■Irengtheoed  with  our  strength.  Our  hardy  ad- 
reniurouj  seamen  have  prosecuted  commerce  in 
every  sea,  'and  reaped  the  most  aJvantgeons 
harvests  appertaining  to  it.  Therefore  it  is  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  with  the  jealousy  eicited  by 
our  successful  compeiiiion,  and  a  knowledge  of 
her  supremacy  oo  tfie  ocijan,  Great  Britain  who 
wieldsilstrident,should  be  disposed  that  weshould 
bow  to  its  haughty  mistress;  and  though  we  haVe 
not  succumbed,  every  right  appertaining  to  us  as 
a  neutral  nation  has  been  assailed  in  turn.  Let 
tu  look  at  the  injuries  practised  by  Great  Britain, 


in  relation  to  t'leir  effects  upon  the  United  States 
in  their  naliocal  and  neutral  character ;  and  first 
with  reference  to  those  effects  oo  ourselves.  Out 
citizens  have  been  impressed,  under  a  pretext  that 
ibey  were  British  subjects;  ihey  have  been  de- 
prived of  their  liberty,  seized  and  cnrried  from  their 
coiinlry,  compelled  to  endure  an  arduous  service, 
and  to  fight  against  nations  with  whom  we  were 
at  peace.  Tbe  colonial  trade,  which  tended  to 
enncb  our  merchants,  and  from  which  me  derired 
a  revenue  ofa  million  of  dojiars  per  annum,  wai 
next  assailed  by  them,  on  the  principle  that  tber 
bad  a  right  to  prohibit  a  trade  with  enemies'  col- 
onies not  permitted  in  timeofpeaee.  This  attempt 
to  destroy  our  commerce  was  enforced  by  an  ar- 
bitrary  and  tyrannical  interpolation  of  new  prin- 
ciples bnio  the  law  of  nations,  giving  efficacy  to 
the  spirit  which  coniemplntes  the  pressure  of  its 
rival  in  every  quarter.  We  find  that  spirit  in 
other  oQtragrs,  m  relation  to  blockades  notified 
to  us,  made  only  on  paper,  enforced  solely  towards 
oeuirals,  and  which  never_  existed  in  reality  : 
thereby  cutting  off  trade  with  places  which,  by 
the  taws  of  nations,  except  actually  blockaded  or 
invested,  we  have  a  right  (o  carry  on..  By  the 
order  of  June,  1805,  a  very  essential  branch  of 
our  commerce  was  likewise  cut  off,  and  our  ves- 
sels were  captured,  although  returning  with  inno- 
cent cargoes,  which  were  not  liable  to  seizure, 
upon  the  pretext  that  they  previously  had  been 
emjiloyed'^io  a  trade  with  contraband  articles. 
BtLlish  outrages  have  been  committed  not  only 
on  the  high  seas,  hut  in  our  own  harbors.  The 
case  of  Pierce,  in  tbe  harbor  of  New  York,  is  not 
forgotten  by  you,  sir,  or  by  the  United  Slates. 
An  American  citizen,  pursuing  his  lawful  com- 
merce within  our  own  waters  and  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction, bad  his  vessel  fired  upon,  and  he  was 
killed.  Tbe  case  of  the  Cambriaji  was  one  of  tbe 
same  character;  there  the  commanding  tifficei 
declared  that  be  claimed  jurisdiction  in  our  wa- 
ters within  the  length  of  his  buoys,  and  there  im- 
Eressed  'our  seamen,  in  defiaJice  of  the  laws  of 
ospitality  and  the  laws  of  nations.  We  find 
the  exercise  of  similar  pretensions  in  tbe  ease  of 
the  Impetueux,  a  vessel  belonging  to  a  belligerent, 
sttanded  on  tbe  coast  of  North  Carolina,  which, 
though  by  the  laws  of  nations  exeihpt  from  at* 
lack,  because  Within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  third 
and  neutral  party.  Was  destroyed  by  British  ves- 
sels. By  the  Order  of  January,  I8m,  restraining  . 
the  trade  of  the  United  States,  from  one  port  to 
another  port  of  tbe  same,  or  another  belligerent 
enemy,  a  profitable  branch  of  oiir  trade  was  anni- 
hilated. In  addition  to  these,  tbe  orderi  of  Novem- 
ber 11, 1807,  amouni  to  a  declaration,  in  effect,  that 
shall  not  sail  on  the  oceau  without  carrying 
produce  first  to  Great  Britaio,  tliere  paying  a 
duty,  and  receiving  a  license  to  carry  it  to  its 
place  of  final  destinaiioo.  The  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake  was,  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of 
the  outrage,  deemed  by  all  parties,  if  ant  disavow- 
ed, a  just  cause  of  war,  and  one  whereat  the  pub- 
tic  indignation  could  scarcely  be  appeased  with- 
out a  resort  to  war.  The  invitaiion  in  violate 
our  embargo  laws,  toached  upon  by  my  colleagm 
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(Mr.  Burwbll)  jrcsterdkf,  coDDected  with  all 
tho»e'ut«  which  I  bave  reciied,  manifests  a  de- 
termiofttioB  od  ihe  part  of  Qreai  Briibin,  that  our 

Eride  shall  be  humbled,  the  commerce  which  we 
■re  eDJojed  shall  be  destroyed;  tbat  we  shall 
bow  to  the  supremkcy  of  heftnoii^and  ships,  and 
that  we  (hall  not  sail  on  the  oeeaD  wiihuui  her 
p«rmissioD. 

How  is  it  when  we  cross  orer  the  water  and 
look  at  France?  We  Bod  hf  th'e  proclamation  of 
General  Perrand^an  illempt  made  la  regulate  our 
trade  to  St.  Damingo,  incoiisisteni  with  our  rights. 
Tbe  Berlin  decree^  declaring  the  British  islands 
in  8  Elate  of  blockade,  ahhough  ineffectual  be- 
eanse  she  had  not  the  power  of  eiecuting  it,  was 
Bdl  less  ouirigeoos  than  many,  of  Ibe  acts  to 
which  I  have  referred  of  the'  Bciitsh  GoTernmeoi. 
The  Milan  decree,  which  maybe  corisidered  as  a 
sDpfileDaent  lo  the  British  orders,  ha.''  endeavored 
to  extend' th^  principle  and  to  render  more  effi- 
cient the  mea^urfs  of  desttnciion  which  art 
aimed  by  both  ihe  belligerents  against  our  com- 
merce. A  decree  ia  also  said  to  have  passed  at 
Bayonne.  by  which  France  aUempis  to  execute 
the  embargo  laws  by  seizing  those  Americao 
vessels  wbiclr  have  not  returned  -home,  and  is  of 
the  same  character  with  the  olbers.  The  buro- 
ing  our  vessels  is  among  ibe  most  flagitious  of 
ibe  whole,  for  which  no  apology  en n  be  offered 
con^isteni  wiiti  reason  and  justice,  an^  for  which 
no  apology  has  been  altempteilbut  the  impraeli- 
eabiliiy  of  keeping  them  in  psssetsioQ  from  the 
superior  naval  force  of  Great  Britain. 

But  we  were  -told  the  other  day  that  a  reeapi- 
tulatioD  of  the  injuries  which  wft  have  received 
served  but  to  blszoa  tbe  disbonbr  of  the  country. 
ll  is  [H-oper  that  they. should  be  recurred  to,  be- 
cause  they  are  the  groundwork  of  our  proceed- 
ings, and  it  impossible  to  keep  them  out  of  view, 
atihoogb  the  lecitvl  of  them  may  tend  to  irritate 
and  wound  the  feelings.  But  the  reproach  comes 
illy  from  those  whu  tay  tbat  o^r  Qovernmeot  is 
chargeable  with  all  tbes^  mi^Toriuncs^  and  are 
not  aitributable,tD  ibC  acts  of  our  enemies,  for  so 
we  may  call  them  (although  not  declared  ene^ 
mies)  who  trample  on  our  lights,  add  aon&sca- 
lion  to  insult,  and  murder  to  both.  And  how  is 
this  auertion  proven  ?  Why,  we  are  toid  by  Mr. 
Raroolpb,  thai,  in  1805,  when  ittt  Kempers  were 
taken  from  our  territory  by  American  bltizeos, 
we  had  submitted  to  the  hostile  tread  of  a  foreign 
Ration;  that  our.charaRte^has  declined  abroad 
ever  since;  and  that  we  ought  to  have  gone  10 
war  at  this  titue.  What  was  tjie  ease  of  Ibe 
EempfrsT  As  well  at  1  recollect  it  was  this: 
These  persons  had  committed  an  outrage  within 
the  SpaoLih  territories.  They  were  either  Span- 
ish subjects  or  American. citizens;  ihey  took  ref- 
use within  the  American  teniiory.,  and  were 
seized  by  AmericaD  citizens  aod  negroes,  carried 
out  of  our  limits,  and  delivered  up  to  the  Spair- 
iard*.  And  was  Ibis  cause  of  war  1  Is  it  rrom 
such  eases  as  this  that  attack^  from  Europe  have 
been  eucoaragtd  ?  Should  this  uaiiou  have  gooe 
to  war  for  this  act  ?  No,  sir ;  for  the  nation  or  in- 
dividual who  ia  klive  to  the  iosulti  of  the  weak 


and  pusillaDimous,  always  have,  and  my  life  on 
it,  always  will  shrink  from  a  contest  with  the 
ponreiful  and  the  brave,  and  expose  ihemselret 
to  the  imputation  of  cowardice.  Tbe  act  waa 
disavowed;  Qovernor  Graod  PrA  deoied  thai  it 
had  beeo  done  with  his  cognizance.  I  recollect 
seeing  an  account  in  the  public  papers  during  the 
last  summer,  that  som«  officer  of  the  United 
Stales  had  pursued  deserters  from  one  of  thegon- 
boatj  in  the  Misslssippt  within  the  Spanish  Imes, 
there  seized  upon  the  individuals  himself,  and 
brought  them  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  Te> 
tained  them  in  custody,  h  there  not  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  this  act,  committed  in  a  foreign 
territory  by  oiirowo  offiters,andlheonecommitted 
in  our  territory  by  individuals  insligateil  by  for- 
eigners? And  if  there  were  no  difference,  would 
this  be  considered  by  the  Spanish  Government  as 
cause  of  war  against  us?  Would  our  Govern- 
ment hesitate  to  disavow  The  act  7  Certainly  not, 
as  we  do  not  claim  the  right  of  invading  a  foreign 
territory  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  deserters;  and 
would  the  unauthorized  act  of  one  of  our  officers 
bp  CBDseof  war  against  us7  No,  sir.  Then  as 
certainly  it  would  oot  be  cau<e  of  war  by  us,  un< 
less  indeed  we  act  upon  the  principle  (hui  where 
theeoeli>y  is  weak  and  pusillanimous  we  must 
(nke  upon  ourselves  airs  of  resistance  ;  and  whep 
he  is  great  and  powerful  we  tnust  shrink  from 
(be  conflict.  1  therefore  do  noi  admit  that  afail- 
ure  to  make  war  forthis  individual  offence  was 
a  submission  or  a  cause  of  the  declension  of  out 
character  abroad.  If  it  has  declined  at  all,  it  ia 
in  consequence  of  the  unjust  attacks  made  on 
this  Government  and  on  the  majority  of  this 
liouse  and  the  nation  by  enemies  in  our  own 
coantry.  The  nation  which  goes  io  war  for  an 
igmtfatiau  offence,  will  not  be  followed  in  ii  by 
the  people.  They  will  understand  the  causes  of 
ibe  coolest;  and  wben  they  find  their  Govern- 
ment right  and  iheiradrersary  wrong,  then  they 
will  rally  around  the  public  functionarieii ;  and  1 
believe  that  all  honest  and  virtuous  citizeDs  of 
(he  country  who  understand  the  causes  of  our 
present  difficulty,  though  many  are  deluded  and 
imposed  DD,  will  rally  tound  their  Government 

th  saying  that  ih« 
been  a  cause  o£  dis- 
grace to  the  nation,  (he  same  geatleman  ha3  lotd 
us  that' (he  nOn-impartaUon  law-produced  our 
difficulties;  (hat  he  prophesied  the  consequences 
of  it,  and  his  prophecy  has  become  history:  1 
shall  refer  to  document*  which  come  in  such  a 
shape'  and  from  suoh  a  source  as  with  the  gentle- 
man will  be  unquestionable;  aod  I  will  attempt 
Co  prove  from  them  that  he  is  mistaken.  Mi. 
Monroe,  in  his  letter  of  March  31,  1806,  says: 

"  From  what  I  can  discern,  I  think  that  there  is 
much  causa  to  belieTo  that  Mr.  Fox  haa  the  best  dis- 
positioD  to  sflttla  our  diffarences  on  just  principles,  but 
it  must  be  recollected  that  some  other  of  the  meinben 
of  the  Cf^binet  have  not  always  thought  with  him  on 
such  topics.  On  the  most  ilelibBcate  reflection,  I  am 
oenvioeed  thai  loo  moeli  reli an oe. ought  not  to  be 
placeil  on  tkeM  favorable  appearance^  and  thai  thate 
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K  catue  la  ^Mr  th&t  if  the  Congten  thould  wpante 
widiout  adopting  ■  Bfstem  of  coerciTe  policj  olcn- 
l*t«(l  («  HMct  the  TDOit  uriraTorable  reiull,  tfi«ii  for- 
Wannce  mijr  contdbuta  to  the  diMppoiatment  of  aur 
reasonable  eipecUtioni.  Bj  this,  however,  I  do  not 
wish  to  imply  that  meaBuroa  of  the  kind  alluded  to 
■bould  ba  carried  into  prompt  execution.  I  weananl; 
that  the  attitude  ibonld  be  taken,  but  ita  operation  be 
(Uipeoiled  by  Buitabte  powers  tt>  the  Prciident,  till  he 
ahall  be  duly  notified  [hat  the  negotiation  hu  failed. 
Such  a  BUBpenaioa  will  be  deemed  a  (Ofiicient  mnrli.  of 
reipect  to  those  in  the  Ministry  who  aie  diapoaed  to  a 
ftii  BCGommodittioQ,  and  the  attitude  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, tend  to  aid  their  councils  in  producing  that 
effect" 

I  EUppose,  therefore,  sir,  that  the  LOD-importa- 
tioD  taw  is  Dot,  in  wliole  or  ia  partj  the  cause  to 
which  80/  of  our  embarrassments  ate  lo  be  as- 
cribed, because  the  ibeo  Mioisier  of  the  Uoited 
Slates,  nbo,  with,  (ha  geniletnao  making  the 
charge,  is  bigh  authority,  resjdiog  on  the  spot, 
witnea^iing  the  career  of  the  administralioti  even 
of  Mr.  Pox.  fidvised  the  adoption  of  tiie  measure ; 
and  it  was  precis^v  pursuant  to  such  advice  that 
some  measure  ought  10  he  adopted,  that  the  aoa- 
imporlaiioo  law  was  passed.  Then,  with  regard 
to  the  dispositioD!  maDifested  by  the  British  Qov- 
eromeni  io  relation  to  it,  wc  have  the  evidence  of 
the  same  geoilemao  id  hisleltef  ofMej  17,1806— 

"That  on  thanbole  the  raetaore  (■  cooaidsred  by 
the  (lOTetntnBiit  papen,  on  acconnt  of  the  diattuit  pe- 
riod at  which  it  dues  commeDce,  rather  aa  a  pacific 
than  as  a  hostile  one.  1  persuade  mjielf  that  lire 
present  Miuistrj  will  aee  in  the  circumstance,  of  delay 
■  atrong  proof  of  the  disposition  of  the  United  Btates 
not  oaVj  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace  with  Groat 
Britain,  but  of  their  confidence  that  the  Ministry  is 
animated  with  tho  same  desire.  I  cannot  help  re- 
marking iikenlae  the  bet,  that  this  paperwas  sent  ■ato 
imiDediatflly  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  known. 
It  furnishes  a  strong  presumption,  that  the  Oovem- 
nent  papen  judge  correctly  of  the  aentinients,  of  the 
Government  on'-lhat  point.  It  may  be  inferred  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  passage  of  the  hill  haslenad  the 


Here  we  not  only  find  it  a  measure  which  the 
Minister  deems  correct,  but  we  find  tliat  it  is  not 
deemed  improperor  hostile,  and  is  considered  as  a 
proof  of  a  .pacific  disposition.  I  will  ddI  admit 
for  a  mnmeot  that  this  measure  is  the  Pandora's 
box  from  which  have  flowed  the  evils  which  be- 
set this  eoiinlc)',  but  raijier  that  there  is  a  fixed 
disposition  in  the  Goyeroment  of  Great  Britain 
<a  cramp  the  commercial  spirit  of  this  people, 
and  to  make  them  bow  to  the  mistress  of  the 
oceaD.  In  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  of  iheQtbof  Jane, 
leOfl,  we  have  further  evideaoe  of  this,  .  Ia  a  con- 
versatioti- which  took  place  between  himaadMt. 
Fm—  . 

"  In  speaking  of  the  tion-importation  act,  he  ei- 
presaed  hi*  regret  that  it  had-paased:  He  said  that  it 
had  the  air  of  a  menace,  knd  that  it  wu  not  agreeable 
to  do  things  trj  compulsion.  I  reminded  him  h(^ 
long  we  had  complained  of  injuries  which  his  Gov- 
ernment had  not  attempted  to  justify— >in juries  which 
mre  uotimaginarynr  perspective,  Imt  real  Hid  severe, 
which  afikcted  eqaally  tba  boDor  aAd  theinterMt  of 


the  United  States.  I  added  that  nnder  snch  ciremn- 
stanees  hia  Govemmsnt  had  no  right  to  eompliin  of 
the  act  referred  to.  I  assured  him,  however,  that  I 
was  of  o[Mnion,  if  thq  Ministry  had  not  changed,  thrt 
a  bill  of  a  very  different  impoVt  wotild  have  beta 
adopted ;  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  tons  of 
our  Gavenunsnt,  and  of  the  Congreca,  had  b««n  ss- 
sentially  moderated  by  the  information  which  I  had 
given  of  his  assnrances  that  oui  difieiencea  should  bs 
settled  amicably,  and  on  just  principles  i  tliat  the  act 
whi^h  had  passed  in  consequence  of  that  infonnatioa 
was  little  more  than  a  declaration  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  that  tho  object  would  be  duly  at- 
tended to." 

It  was  such  a  declaration,  sir,  as  was  produced 
by  the  exigency  ai  the  times,  when  out  tables 
were  covered  with  petitions  from  the  mercaaiile 
interest,  demaodiog  ledress. .  Mr.  Monroe  con- 

"  I  observed  that  he  most  be  sensible,  after  the  sub- 
ject had  been  taken  up  by  Congress,  as  it  was  befon 
the  change  of  the  Ministry  was  known,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  that  body  to  diuni*s  it  without  some 
expression  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  the 
question  indsspute,  without  exposingitself  to  thechaiga 
of  having  abandoned  them.  He  seemed  finally  lo  ^- 
isit  that  the  Congress  could '  not  well  have  avoided 
doing  something  in  the  business,  and  that  tbtf  measors 
which  had  been  adopted  ought  to  be  oottsidered  a*  a 
modemte  one." 

When  we  have  sui^  testimony  astfaiJ,  why  will 
gentlemen  persist  in  saying  that  our  embarrass* 
roeau  are  attributable  to.  the  passafe  of  the  oon* 
importation  act? 

But  it  is  said  that  our  negoliations  in  Europe 
hare  been  paralyzed  bf  extrsordinary  roiisions ; 
that  when  our  affairs  might  have  been  well  settled, 
we  badhungoUTdiEputesupinchaaeejr  by  them; 
that  the  negotiajioa  in  Spaia  particularly  was 
paralyzed  by  t1)«  mission  of  Mr.  Bowdoia.  This 
is  a  new  charge  ;  notwithstanding  the  number 
which  we  have  had  from  the  sqme  quarter  here- 
tofore, Ibis  was  notoDeof  the  catalogue  of  offences. 
But  this  declaration  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from 
gentlemen  who  have  declared  that  there  was  no 
Spain;  thatiherewerenoio        ~  ~ 

bad  swallowed  up  all.  and  n 

mission  lo  Spainconid  ht  of  no  importance,  she 
being  uodeiiheinflueneeof  the  tyrant  of  the  Con- 
tinent. But  the  old  worn-oDt  giorr  has  be«B 
touched  upon,  that  Mr.  Monroe  migiit  have  set- 
tled oilrdifferenees  with  the  Miufslryof  Mr.  Pol, 
but  for  the  exiraorditiary  mission.  Sir,  if  Mr. 
Foi  or  the  British  Ministry;  had  been  disposed  to 
sellte  the  difficulties  with  this  country  on  amicaUe 
terms,  there  was  time  enough  for  it;  and  if  those 
difficulties  bad  been  settled,  inasmuch  as  the  Law 
of  nations  has  been  iranpled  under  foot  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  treaty  pf  1800  by  France,  it  doe* 
not  follow  that  an  hundred  treaties  would  have  re- 
strained their  liceniious  invasions  of  right.  Btft 
let  us  recur  to  facts.  The  docuitients  berore  me 
will  prove  the  reverse  of  (he  aesertioa  ;  and  from 
the  saraesuarce.whenlhaveproredthat  ihenon- 
imporiation  act  was  notthe  cause  of  our  preaent 
difficulties,  1  will  prove  that  Mr.  Fox,  with  the 
best  inteDtiODs,  was  incapable  9f  eateiing  loio  tixj 
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tlipalaiious  with  our  Mioisier,  beinf;  orermled  by 
hia  colleagues  in  the  Ministry.  Lei  us  recoiled 
Doder  what  circumitsncea  ha  came  iolo  office. 
His  great  talents  had  been  arrayed  agaiost  Mr. 
Piit,  who  was  the  faroritt:  of  the  King,  and  whom 
Mi.  ^ux  and  his  parly  drove  from  power.  He 
Wa3  brought  Id,  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
monarch,  being  forced  upon  iiim  by  Ibe  nation  ; 
and  if  be  were  not,  he  was  prevented  from  acting 
according  lo  the  disposition  which  he  fell.  On  a 
reference. to  the  documents  it  will  be  found  that 
be  came  into  office  on  liie  ISch  of  Pebtuary,  from 
which  lime  to  the  31st  of  May,  when  informatiop 
of  the  exlraordioBry  mission  arrived  in  Eoglano, 
was  a  period  of  near  four  months ;  and  naa  a 
longer  lime  than  was  necessiiy  for  settling  difTer- 
enceswith  our  Minister  and  enteriog  into  a  treaty 
which  could  have  been  disouMed  and  concluded 
in  a  few  weeks.  If  it  was  not,  it  might  well  be 
•aid  ibat  our  national  affiairs  were  hung  up  iaa 
Court  of  Chancery,  where  discussion  might  be 
protracted  sd  in^mt^m,  and  a  decision  postponed 
to  the  end  of  lime. 

We  are  informed,  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe 
of  the  12th  of  February,  that  '-  as  soon  as  Mr.  Fox 
'  look  possession  i>i  his  office,  he  requested  an  in- 
'  lerview  wi(h  the  foreij^n  Miqisteis,  which  tooii 
'  place  yesterday."  After  detailing  a  part  of  their 
GOOveTsalion,  Mr.  Mooroesays:  ^ 

"I  oonld  not  STOid  intimatingto  him  that  tha  friendly' 
jisponlian  which  our  Ooicmment  had  shown,  bad  been 
■oat  Dngenerously  reqaited  by  his ;  that  it  saemed  u 
ifit  had  punned  ■  jast  and  frisndly  conduct  towards 
the  UnHfld  States,  tilt  the  momeat  that  the  new  coa- 
Ution  waa  formed,  .and  gave  tha  present  blow  wheik 
the  prcapect  wu  favorable  lo  success,  and  kept  [he  busl- 
Dcw  in  suspense  lo  sea  tha  result  of  aSdin  on  tha 
Continent  and  in  the  United  Statfe.  lie  heard  me 
with  much  attention  and  apparent  interest,  mtimated 
Ibat  he  bad  been  accused  of  being  too  friendly  to  Amei- 
iea,  and  when  L  spoka  of  the  treat;  with  Rasais,  be 
atMirad  that  he  had  tbonght  that  the  airsngement 
aiade  by  it  was  a  good  one,  though  I  did  not  under- 
(tandhim  as  pledging  himself  by  tha  remark  to  itacon- 
fi^oa.  I  requested  thathe  would  make  himselfmaster, 
aa  soon  as  in  his  power,  of  tha  correspondence  between 
Iioid  Halgrave  and  mysalf,  and  gi*e  me  an  inteniew, 
which  he  ptomised.  1  am  happy  to  add,  on  ■  view  of 
all  dicamatances,  that  I  think  the  prospeet  of  ananf- 
ing  oar  aflain  with  Ihia  Ooiemtnent,  eapecially  that 
one  which  respects  the  trade  with  the  colonies  of  its 
enenuea,  on  aatisfactor;  tarou,  a  *ery  fiiTorable  one. 
ItiseertaiD  that  nothing  mora  &TorablB  to  tueh  a  result 
was,  or  could  reasonably  have  been  expected  from  the 
Gist  interriew  with  tha  [resent  Minister." 

Here  we  find  that  the  disposition  which  char- 
acterized him  while  in  the  opposition  had  not  de- 
serted Mr.  Fox  when  in  power,  and  he  intimated 
to  our  Minister  that  he  had  been  accused  of  too 
friendly  feelings  to  this  country. 

On  the  31st  of  Mnreh,  Mr.  Monroe  writes  (hat 
Mr.  Fox  gives  him  teasoo  to  expect  tbal  the 
condemnation  of  JVmericBn  vessels,  which  was 
Ihea  very  fret)ueat,  owing  to  the  resuscitation  of 
tb«!  rule  of  17SQ,  would  he  auspaoded.  In  the 
same  letter  Mr.  Monroe  saya:  "From  what  I  can 
'diacern,  I  think  there  is  the  best  reason  to  be- 
lOtbCoir.  2iiSj:93.— SI 


'  lieve  ihat  Mr.  Fox  has  the  best  disposition  to 
'  settle  our  difierences  on  just  principles,  but  it 
'  must  be  recollected  that  some  other  members  of 
'  the  Cabinet  hare  not  always  thought  with  him 
''On  such  topics.  On  the  most  deliberate  reflec- 
'tion,  I  am  convinced  that  too  much  reliance 
'ought  not  to  be  placed  on  the^e  favorable  ap- 
'  pearances,"  &.a.  Here  we  have  still  further 
proof  of  the  dispoaition  of  Mr.  Fox  to  settle  the 
affairs  of  this  country,  and  of  the  impraclicabil- 
.ty  of  doing  it  because  he  was  'overruled  by  the 
Cabinet.  Tursuing  the  subject  further,  we  find 
thesntne  ideas  introduced  into  his  letter  of  April 
3i  1806. 

"  Hoit  the  Cabinet  ia  disposed  in  this  question,  it  ia 
not  in  my  power  to  slate.  Seme'  of  its  members  are 
known  to  have  diflered  with  Mr.  Fox  in  respect  to  tha 
policy  of  .Great  Britain  towards  the  United  Slates  on 
former  occasions,  and  in  similar  cases.  It  ia  possible 
thai  the  spirit  of  conciliation  on  which  the  Miniatij 
ia  formed  ma^  be  feltin  the  present  one.  Ever;  view, 
however,  which  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  sub- 
ject, confiimfc  me  in  the  justice  of  the  remarka  which 
were  communicated,  to  you  in  my  lost  of  the  8Ist 
ultimo." 

'  We  are  lold  in  one  of  the  letters  which  I  have 
read,  Ihat  Mr.  Fox  intimated  that' he  would  give 
orders  to  suspend  the  condemualioo  of  American 
vessels.  On  the  ISih  of  April,  we  find  this  bad 
not  been  done,  and  nlthougli  assurances  had  beea 
given,  the  hostile  acts  were  continued,  as  his  in- 
nuenee  had  not  been  sufficient  to  procure  a  (US' 
penxion  pf  ibtrm.  Mr.  Monroe  writes  on  the  ISih 
of  April  that  Mi.  Fox  bad  the  day  before  saiil 
that  he  was  etsenlially  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
discussioQ  of  the  subjects  of  difference. 

"  Some  remarks  of  his  having  led  the  converaation 
to  themeritsof  tha  piiacipal  topic,  I  told  him  that  ba 
must  leave  us  in  tbe.enjoyment  of  the  trade  in  qnea- 
lion,  and  pay  us  for  the  property  taken.     To  the  first 

troposition  he  immediately  assented.  To  (he  second, 
e  Bsid  Ihpre  would  ba  objections.  He  added  that  ho 
bad  taken  steps  to  prohibit  the  further  condemnation 
of  our  ships  and  cargoes,  as  I  had  desired,  of  which 
he  intended  ts  have  informed  me  by  note,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  other  business ;  he  had  no  objec- 
tion, howevEr,atiU  to  doit." 

In  his  letter  of  the  20ih  of  April,  Mr.  Monroe 
says,  "  the  prohibition  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 
'  the  13th  is  to  be  extended  lo  the  seizure  aa 
'  well  as  the  condemaalion  of  our  vessels,  of 
'  which  he  is  to  give  me  an  official  note  in  a  day 
'  or  two."  On  the  28th  of  April  Mr.  Fox,  al- 
though he  had  slated  on  the  20th  that  he  had 
lakeD  steps  to  prohibit  further  seizures,  said  thai 
such  orders  had  nol  been  issued;  that  in  truth  to 
issue  Ihem  would  be  to  give  up  the  point  in  ne- 
Eotialion.  What  iIueh  this  prove  1  Not  thai 
Mr.  Fci  would  be  guilty  of  sanctioning  such  an 
unpardonable  lihel  on  his  own  character,  by 
rquivocations  in  this  way  and  doin^  nothinf;,  but 
that  he  was  controlled  by  his  associates  in  the 
Administration.    On  the  28th  of  April,  Mr.  Mon- 
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niei  in  i  groMer  degreethui  he  h«d  done  in  the  piC' 
Mding  one.  I  am  convinced  (hat  this  wu  produced 
bj  the  Cibioet  detlbcntion*  on  the  subject,  Tor  I  am 
Mrong  in  the  opinion,  thit  if  left  to  himwlf,  hewonld 
meet  in  ■nanBementi  nhich  trould  place  the  whole 
buiincM,  and  indeed  all  our  relationt,  on  the  moat 
broad  and  liberal  baaia,  in  a  Ana  belief  (hat,  by  so 
doing,  ha  nauld  advance  the  beat  intereita  of  his 
countrj.  But  he  haa  to  coniult  and  accommodate 
with  others,  aome  of  nbom  ma;  perbapa  not  enter- 
tain In  all  reapecta  the  same  lentimenla,  or  be  equallj 
prepared  to  encaunler,  in  a  new  acheme  of  policy, 
ancient  and  deep-rooted  prejudicra." 

Oq  (he  17[h  of  May  we  Rnd  the  following : 
"Aftei;  mj  interview  with  Mr.  Foi,  an  the  26th 
nitimo,  I  waited  a  fortnight  without  hearing  from  him. 
This  new  instance  of  delay  aurpriaed  me,  because  be 
bad  ihown  ■  unaibiJity  to  the  former  one,  and  did  not 
•eem  aware  of  the  necesait;  of  adding  to  it." 

Thnt  this  friendly  MinJBtry,  with  Mr.  Fox  at 
its  head,  alihoogh  Mr.  Monroe  had  eiven  an 
opinion,  from  the  inlitnalioas  of  Mr.  Pox,  that 
CTerjlhing  would  be  amicably  sellleil,  on  the  16th 
of  May  had  done  nothing  towards  it,  but  we  find 
the  blockade  of  the  coast,  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest 
inclusive,  notified  to  Mr.  Monroe  oti  that  day. 
Heretofore  assurances  of  friendship  had  not  heen 
WBntJDK,  and  now  we  find  them  verified  by  the 
blockade  of  a  C0B!t  of  a  ihout^nnd  miles,  which 
all  the  .'hips  of  war  of  Great  Britain  are  scarce- 

g  competent  to  blockade  ia  an  efTecIual  manner, 
ere  comes  proof  to  put  astiprtion  to   the  blush. 
Id  his  letter  of  the  20lh  of  May,  Mr.  M.  says : 

"With  respect  to  the  delay  to  which  I  un  CTpoaed, 
it  ia  ntlerly  out  of  my  power  to  explain  to  you  the 
""  1  change  the  opinion  which 

-1  nf  Mr.  yni'.     " 


I  have  heretofore  eipreaaed  of  Mr.  Fi 
oa  the  aabject,  though  I  have  bad  no 
eaition  with  him." 

Talk  of  the  eztraordtnary  mi»ioD  suspendioe 
neKotiaiion,  sir,  when  it  is  proven  that  it  had 
been  suspended  from  (he  12th  of  April  to  the 
20th  of  May ! 

"  His  present  reaarve  ia  nnfiivotable,  but  it  may  bs 
■ccoanted  tor,  and  on  principles  which  are  quite  nat- 
wral,  and  therefore  presumable.  He  mt^  have  exp^. 
rieDC«d  more  difficultiea  in  the  Cabinet  than  he  bad 
aipected.  Many  of  the  members  may  be  indisposed 
to  an  arrangement  on  sach  terms  as  can  be  accepted, 
and  moat  of  them  willing  to  postpone  any  decision, 
tintil  the   resnit  of  the  proceeding!  in   Congress  is 

Tbeo,  in  his  letter  of  (he  9th  of  June,  Mr. 
Monroe  writes  word  that  accounts  were  rrcelved 
on  the  31st  of  May,  that  the  Prei^ident  and  Sen- 
ate had  adopted  the  measure  of  a  special  mis: 
tioD.  The  negotiation  had  previously  been  sus- 
pended by  the  impossibility  of  producing  a  cod< 
aentaneouH  disposiiion  io  the  Ministry  with  whom 
Mr.  Fox  was  associated,  and  by  wJinm  he  was 
overruled.  I  must  (hereTore  conclude  that  the 
charge  is  equally  incorrect  irj  relation  to  the  fail- 
ure of  the  negolialiou,  as  I  have  proved  It  to  be 
flilile  as  to  the  hostile  tread  of  our  tiriltory;  that 
■either  the  coDsequences  ascribed  to  (he  oae  or 
the  other  were  at  all  attributable  Io  otir  QoTem- 


nient,  hat  to  a  persevering  disposition  of  a  part 
of  the  British  nation,  not  to  permit  our  riehti  to 
be  exercised  or  ackiiowledged  on  the  high  road 
of  nationx. 

Sir,  the  effect  of  these  decrees  and  tneasures, 
which  I  have  noticed  in  the  course  of  my  obser- 
vationsj  has  been  lo  sweep  our  commerce  frooi 
the  ocean,' and  even  from  the  seashore,  because 
there  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  has 
been  attacked,  or  if  permitted  to  be  carried  oa, 
it  is  only  od  conditions  which  every  maa  in  this 
House,  every  American,  must  t;inrn  with  indig* 
nation.  What  I  shall  we  pay  tribute  for  permis- 
sion to  sail  on  the  ocean  ?  '  The  idea  is  too  pre- 
posterous to  be  combated.  Montgomery,  Mercer. 
and  Warren,  and  a  host  of  worthies,  who  blea 
for  the  attainment  of  our  independence,  died  io 
vain — WAeRiNOTON  and  his  compatriots,  who, 
at  the  expense  of  toil  and  bloodshed  in  the  tield, 
aided  by  our  Solomons  in  the  Cabinet,  eslah- 
jished  OUT  iodependence,  fought  to  little  purpose, 
if,  after  the  lapse  of  a  short  period  of  thirty  years, 
we  can  consent  to  pay  tribute  for  the  liberty  of 
exercising  an  undeniable  right.  But  I  have  u 
yet  considered  these  tneasares,  these  encroach- 
ments of  the  belligerents,  oaly  vith  reference  10 
their  effects  on  ourselres.  1  will  now  consider 
them  with  reference  to  fiotaiions  6{  neutral  right 
aSecling  each  other. 

First,  let  us  ifonsidei  the  measurea  of  Great 
Britaio.  The  impreenmeDls  of  our  seamen,  K 
topic  on  which  I  can  never  tbink  with  coolness 
or  without  sensations  which  confound  my  jiid^- 
raent,  erenot  to  be  considered  injurious  only  tn 
reference  to  us.  They  have  been  iBJorioua  to 
the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain,  "because  they  have 
tended  to  maintain  the  naval  superiority  of  that 
nation  which  has  kept  all  (he  Powers  of  Europe 
io  check,  and  dictated  maritime  law  to  all  na- 
tions, and  would  have  been  just  ground  of  com- 
plaint by  France  against  us  if  we  had  acqui- 
esced in  them.  The  vexation  of  the  colonial 
trade ;  what  is  it  T  1  have  merely  glanced  at  it, 
because  I  was  aware  that  if  I  had  extended  my 
remarks  I  should  have 'destroyed  the  Mtienes 
which  I  fear  1  have  already  almoit  exDaaated. 
The  colonial  trade  was  one  which  enabled  th« 
of  Qreat  Britain  to  subsist,  and   eon- 


mother  country.  Franee  w 
ffreat  right  to  eomplaia  if  we  had  aeqnieaced  in 
the  destruction  of  thin  trade,  because  Frapce  re- 
cognised its  legality  in  the  war  which  gave  rise 
to  the  celebrated  rule  of  1756.  A  vessel  duriog' 
that  war  was  captured  by  a  British  cruiser,  re- 
eaptured  by  ,tbe  French,  and  brought  into  port^ 
tbe  reCBptors  claiming  salvage.  The  veaael  and 
cargo  were  discharged  by  the  French  coorts, 
which  decreed  the  salvage  was  not  due,  because 
the  capture  wds  illegal,  and  the  Admiralty  Coort 
of  Oreat  Britain  would  have' released  the  *esael 
and  cargo.  Surely,  then,  they  would  have  causa 
to  complain  if  we  had  aequiesced  in  that  infrac- 
tion of  our  commercial  rights.  On  the  subject 
of  blockades^  if  we  had  submilied,  France  might 
have  complained  with  much  greatervigbt.     The 
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GoTeraneDt  of  Great  Britain  has  declared  Vhole 
CooiiocDts  ia  a  state  of  blockade;  to  use  the 
diplomatic  langaage  of  (heir  orders,  they  tell  ds 
that  "they  must  ^  considered  as  in  a  stale  of 
rifid  blockade,"  although  perhaps  ihe  notifica- 
tioD  was  made  without  a  vessel  to  annoy  the  en- 
traace  of  the  ports,  and  under  a  loial  impossibil- 
ity of  annoying  it  withiu  the  limits  marked  out. 
The  law  restriclinz  our  commerce  with  unblock- 
aded  ports  was  erso  a  riolaiion  of  the  law  of 
aaiioDs.  In  the  case  of  the  Cambiian,  the  com- 
Inander  of  which  vessel  has  to  be  sure  been  pun- 
ished by  his  Government  with  promotion,  (here 
was  aUo  a  cause  of  complaiiit  if  aequiesped  in, 
because  it  is  actually  prohibited  by  the  law  of 
nations  thai  a  belligerent  shall  increase  his  force 
vitiiiii  the  territory,  of  a  neutral  Slate.  The 
order  of  January,  1807,  resiriciing  the  trade  from 
oDB  port  to  another  of  a  belligerent  Power,  was 
also  iojorious  to  Praaeeiand  of  which  she  woald 
have  bad  good  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
United  States  if  we  had  acquiesced  in  it.  All 
these  are  so  many  violations  of  neutral  riehts 
and  national  law  injurious  to  France,  and  alfbui 
the  last  preceded  the  Berlin  decree,  and  the  la 
was  before  the  operation  of  it. 

In  what  point  of  view  are  the  decrees  of  Frani 
to  be  estimated  in  relation  to  Great  Britain  1  Tl 
Berlin  decree  was  mere  &rufuin,^in£K,  and  Iwill 
take  British  authority  and  prove  that  her  9wa 
cejisels  could  not  venture  to  sea.  '^he  Berlin  de- 
cree in  pari  was  no  cause  of  just  coroiilaiilt.  be- 
cause it  related  to  municipal  resulatio'ns  wnich 
do  not  interfere  with  the  acknowledged  rights  of 
neutrals.  The  Miiau  decree  was  verv  hard  on 
paper,  but  we  ate  lotd,  and  it  is  verified  by  expe- 
lieoce,  that  Great  Britain  yields  nothing 
thunders  of  that  artillery,  it  passes  by  like  i 
wiad  which  she  regards  not.  But  I  acquiesce 
wiib  pleasure  in  the  declaration  ibal  both  France 
aad  Britain  ere  regardless  of  justice  when  opposed 
to  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  prostrating  c  " 
light*. 

How  are  the  decr^s  of  both  belligerents  ec 
sidered  with  reference  to  an  acquieueuee  &y  ns  T 
There  never  was  a  more,  base  libel  than  ine  in- 
uaueiidD  of  aoquiescence  by  ui  in  the  edicts  of 
«itker.  A  recurrence  to  the  doetiments  will  pravb 
jl.  The  United  Stales  have  never  acquiesced  in 
anr  vioUticn  by  either  of  the  belligerents.  But 
it  is  admitted  by  tlfe  minority  that  enough  has 
been  said  as  to  Great  Britain  though  uot  as  In 
France;  that  there  has  been  an  acauiescence  in 
French  nsarpatioos;aiid  indeed  i  t  has  beenasserted, 
with  a  temerity  not  to  be  passed  over  with  im- 
ponity.  thai  there  has  not  only  been  an  acquies- 
ceoee  in  the  decrees,  but  a  disposition  to  obey  the 
comniaadsorthe  French  Emperor.  Ills  trueihat 
there  has  not  been  m  much  naid  or  written  in  re- 
lation lo  Prance  as  to  Great  Britain,  because  the 
jiijaries  committed  by  the  latter  exceed  thon  of 
tbe  ioTDier  tenfold.  So  far  from  admitting  that 
ib«re  faas  been  an  acquiescence  in  the  conduct  of 
tbe  eooqueror  of  Europe  and  tvrant  of  France,  a 
rccarrcnee  to  ifae  doenments  will  prove  that  mea- 
sar«s  of  greater  vigor  have  beeu  taken  in  rcUtion 


to  him  than  in  relation.to  th^  tyrant  of  the  sea ; 
bat  the  language  atid  instrhctionsof  theQovera- 
neni  have  partaken  of  this  character ;  and  that 
t  has  manirested  more  sensibility  to  the  injuries 
committed  by  France,  than  to  those  committed 
by  Great  Britain.  Wlien  the  Berlin  decree  was 
issued,  Mr,  Armstrong  wrote  loM.Decres  imme- 
diately for  an  explanation  of  it.  It  faas  been  ob- 
jected that  although  the  explanations,  given  by 
that  Minister,  were  satisfactory,  if  he  were  the 
proper  organ  of  the  Government,  he  was  not  the 
person  of  rtbom  to  ask  them,  that  the  Minialer  of 
Foreign  Affairs  was  the  proper  person,  Buisurely 
the  individual  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  de- 
cree was  confided  mai>i  be  considered  as  Ihe  pro- 
per person  to  give  explanations  concerning  its  im- 
port. Bui  we  have  proof  from  Mr.  Champagny, 
ihe  successor  of  Talleyrand,  that  Uecres  was  the 
proper  organ,  and  that  he  was  Is  be  consulted. 
Champagny,  in  his  letter  of  August,  1S07.  saya 
that  -'as  the  execution  of  the  maritime  measures 
'  indicated  by  the  imperial  decree  of  the  SlstNo- 
'  vember,  1S06,  restsnalurally  with  his  Excellency 
'  the  Minister  of  Marine,  and  that  moreover  ha 
'  hasalrendy  had  the  honor  of  addr«aiiig  yon 
'  some  Grsi  observations  on  fhe  application  of  that 
'  decree,  1  transmitted  without  detay  your  letter." 
Thus  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
it  is  said  that  our  Envoy  at  Paris  should  have 
addressed  hiFnoIe,and  from  whom  alone  he  should 
have  received  them,  referred  him  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine-for  the  proper  explanations.  So  that 
the  almost  diligence  was  manifested  by  the  rep- 
resentative of  this  nation  at  the  Court  of  France, 
in  obtaining  proper  explanations  in  relation  to 
the  cons'iruciion  of  the  decree;  and  not  only  the 
explanation  was  satlsractory,  but,  what  was  more 
important,  the  practice  under  it  was  satisfactory 
also,  as  itcorrespondedwiihiheezplanatiod  given. 
When  our  vessels  were  burnt  at  Eea,anoutrageso 
scandalous  as  to  destroy  tiie  pretensions  to  civili- 
zation of  the  naikin  authorizing  it,  a  special  re- 
monstrance was  directed  against  the  injurions 
procedure.     When  the  offensive  note  of  Mr. 


Champagny  was  presented,  Mr.  Armstrong  was 
speeiatly  directed  to  remonstrate  against  it ;  and 
he  did  remonstrate  in  such  terms  w  were  consis- 
tent with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  this  nation. 
But  wh^n  the  infafflous  rir*er  attached  to  tbe  fa- 
mous treaty  was  presented,  there  was  no  remon- 
strance directed,  although  that  rider,  with  other 
communications, from  ihe  same  source, are  equally 
Bs  offensive  and  equnlly  bbnoxions  and  repugnant 
to  every  American  feeling^as  the  instilling  lan- 
guage of  Champagny  himself.  Let  us  compare 
them,  and  see  if  I  am  not  justified  by  facts  in  the 
conclusion  which  I  draw.    Champagny  says — 

"  In  the  situation  in  which  England  h**  placed  the 
Continent,  especially  since  her  decrees  of  the  11th  No- 
vember, His  Majeaty  hu  no  doubt  of  s  tleclarstiDQ  of 
war  agdnst  her  bj  the  United  State"  :  whatever  tran- 
sient sacrifice*  war  may  occuion,  they  will  not  believe 
it  conBJBtent  either  with  their  interest  or  dignity  to  ao- 
knonledge  the  monatrani  princil^,  and  the  anarchy 
which  that  Gavernment  wish**  to  eatabHdl'on  the  seaa. 
If  it  banaaftil  sod  honoris  for  aUaationatoeaiuatha 
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true  miritime  l*n  of  nations  to  be  lo-eiUbliihed,  and 
to  xengs  the  iniult*  commilted  bv  England  againil 
areiy  flsg,  it  isindispsnBable  for  the  Uniteil  8t>taB,  who, 
from  the  extent  of  iheli  cammerce,  bs<e  aftener  to  com- 
plain of  Ihoee  Tiolations.  War  exiati  then  in  fact  be- 
tneen  England  and  (be  United  Slales;  &nd  Hia  Ma- 

5Bity  conaidera  it  a*  declared  from  the  da?  on  which 
ilngland  publiahed  her  dccreei.  In  thst  perauasion, 
Ria  Majesty,  readj  to  consider  the  United  States  aa 
uaoeiated  with  the  cause  of  all  the  Powers,  who  have 
to  defend  themselTes  .against  England,  baa  not  taken 
may  delinitiie  measure  towards  the  American  Teasels 
which  maj  have  been  brought  into  our  ports;  he  has 
ordeml  that  thej  should  remain  aequeatered,  until  a 
deciaion  may  be  bad  theieon,  according  to  the  disposi- 
tion which  shall  have  been  eipressad  by  the  Govem- 
nent  of  the  United  States." 

naullinz,  and 
he  justly  of- 
feDiive,  irisuUrng,and  ioiidniissiblu  notes  to  wbicb 
I  will  refer.     What  is  their  language? 

"The  nndersigned  caonot,  therefore,  believe,  that 
the  enemy  will  erer  seriously  attempt  to  enforce  such 
a  system.  If  he  should,  (hey.  are  confident  that  the 
good  sense  of  the  Americaji  Government  will  perceWe 
the  fatal  consequencea  of  such  pretension*  to  neutral 
commerce,  and  that  its  spirit  and  regard  Jo  Dstional 
honor  wilt  prevent  its  acquicfcepce  in  aueh  palpable 
*ialstioiis  of  its  rights,  and  injurious  encroachments 
oa  its  interests. 

"The  undersigned,  considering  that  the  dist&nce.of 
the  American  Government  renders  any  immediate  ei- 
planstion  on  thia  subject  impossible,  and  animated  by 
•  desire  of  forwarding  the  beneficial  work  in  whjnh 
they  are  engaged,  are  authorized  by  His  Majesty  to  ■ 
conclude  the  treaty  without  delay.  They  proceed  to 
the  aignstnie  under  the  full  persuasion  that  before  the 
treaty  ahajl  be  returned  from  America  with  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  United  States,  the  enemy  will  either  have 
formally  abandoned  or  tacitly  relinquiahed  his  unjust 
pretensions,  or  that  the  Governmeal  of  the  United 
Statea,  try  iU  conduct  or  aaiurances,  will  have  given 
aecBrily "—[security  to  whom  ?]  "  to  His  Majesty,  that 
it  will  not  submit  to  au'cfa  innovations  in  tbe  estab- 
lished system  of  maritime  law;  and  the  underaignsd 
have  presented  this  note  from  an  anxious  wish  that  it 
ahonld  be  clearly  nndorstoad  on  both  aides,  that  with- 
out such  an  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  or 
■Hch  aisurances  or  such  conduct  on  tbs  part  of  the 
United  States,  His  Majesty  will  not  consider  himself 
bound  by  tbe  present  signature  of  his  Cammissionera 
to  rati^  the  treaty,  or  precluded  from  adopting  such 
measures  as  may  seem  necessary  !bi  counteracting  the 
designs  of  hia  enemy." 
_  The  one  of  these  Powers  aa^a  that  she  con- 
siders war  as  declared;  that  the  United  Slates 
cannot  .fubrnit  to  such  sacrifices,. and  therefore 
war  is  declared.  The  other  says  that  if  we  ac- 
quiesce—if we  are  not  guided  by  spirit  aad  na- 
tional honor — if  we  do  not  give  security  lo  His. 
Majesty,  by  our  conduct  or  assorances.  that  we 
will  not  acquiesce,  he  wishefi  it  clearly  to  be 
understood  by  both  aides,  that  His  Majesty  would 
not  bebniind  or  precluded  by  (he  f  rejected)  ireniy 
from  ohailising  us  in  turn.  Thislnni{uage,soiii- 
■uliing,  is  oflered  to  a  dijinified.  free,  and  iade- 

Eendeoi  aaiion.    I(  is  not  lea  offensive  than  the 
inguage  of  their  Miaisler  he».    What  laya  hel 


"  I  am  charged  by  His  Majesty  to  eipreis  to  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  His  Majesty's  per- 
fect conSdence  in  their  good  scoac  and  firmness  in  re- 
sisting the  unjust  pretensions  contained  in  the  deove 
issued  by  the  French  Government  at  Berlin,  on  the 
t^lst  November,  which,  if  suffered  to  take  eflect,  must 
prove  so  destructive  to  the  commerce  of  all  neutral 

"  His  Majesty,  therefore,  with  that  forbearance  and 
moderation  which  have  at  ail  times  distinguished  hia 
cooduct,  has  determined,  for  (he  present,  to  conBae 
himself  to  the  eieicise  of  the  power  given  him  by  his 
decided  naval  superiority,  in  such  e  manner  only  aa  ia 
lutborized  by  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  law 
of  nation^  -and  has  issued  an  order  for  preventins  all 
commerce  from  port  to  port  of  his  enemies,  eampf«- 
hending  in  this  order,  not  only  thf  ports  of  France,  btil 
those  of  other  nations,  aa,  either  in  alKanea  irith 
France  or  sohject  to  her  dominion,  have,  by  miaMlree 
of  active  oflence,  or  by  the  eiclusion  of  British  ehipa. 


Uken 


1  part  in  the  p 


"  His  Majesty  fbris  an.  entire  con&dence  that  the 
moderation  and  justice  of  this  conduct  will  be  July 
appreciated  by  the  United  Slates,  and  bu  charg«d  DM 
to  express  to  their  Government,  in  the  strongest  term*, 
the  regret  he  has  experienced  in  being  thus  cotopelled, 
in  his  own  defence,  to  act  in  a  manner  which  moat 
prove  in  some  degree  embarraasing  to  tha  commerce 
of  neutral  nations,  and  bis  aincere  desire  to  avoid  any 
atronger  messures;  to  which,  however,  if  the  injustice 
and  aggression  of  his  enemies  should  not  be  resisted 
by  those  nations,  whose  rights  and  interests  are  in- 
vaded by  so  flagrant  a  violation  of  all  pnblic  lawi  it 
may  be  ultimately  neoessaiy  for'thi  King  to  have  re- 


He  confides  in  our  eood  sense !  b  it  not  inault- 
ing  to  us  to  say  so?  Has  he  any  right  to  dieltle 
lo  us  what  course  we  shall  pursue  1  [t  is  this 
which  cims'.itutes  the  essence  of  the  insult  jn  the 
note  of  Chainpagny,  in  the  rider  lo  iheirealy, 
and  in  this  Instance  also.  Well,  sir,  we  did  oot 
give  those  assuraitces  to  His  Majesty ;  and  oa  the 
23d  of  February,  1808,  we  are  informed  by  His 
Majesty's  Minister  here,  that 

"  His  Majesty  ha*  been  induced  lutherto  to  forbear 
recurring  to  meaauvea  of  Ibia  nature  by  theeipectattMt 
that  the  Governments  of  the  neutral  Statns,  who  have 
been  the  objecta  of  the  French  decrees,  would  have 
been  awakened  to  a  just  senile  of  what  they  owe  to 
their  interests  and  own  rights,  and  would  have  inter> 
posed  with  effect,  either  to  prevent  the  eiscotioa  of 
the  French  decrees,  xir  to  procure  their  abroga^on. 

"  But  His  Majesty  having  been  disappointed  in  thia 
just  expectation,  and  perceiving  that  the  neutral  na- 
tions, BO  far  from  oppoaing  any  eflectual  resistance, 
have  submitted  to  whatever  regulations  France  maj 
have  prescribed  for  giving  effect  to  hfr  decrees,  can  no 
longer  refrain  from  having  recourse  to  Such  roeaa- 
ures,  &.C 

"  Such  a  measure  the  maritime  power  of  Great 
Britain  would  have  enabled  His  Majesty  to  enf.jr:e ; 
nor  would  those  naliona  which  have  acquiesced,  with- 
out effoftual  remonstrance,  in  the  French  decree  of 
blockade,  have  derived  any  right  from  the  more  perfisct 
execution  of  a  corresponding  determination  on  tbe 
part  of  His  Msjesty,  to  complain  of  Bis  Majesty's  en- 
foreing  that  measure  which  the ,  enemy  has  executed 
imperfedly  enly,  from  tha  want  of  the  mea^  of  et- 
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"Bia  Hajaa^,  howoter,  ictnated  bj  the  *Udb  «en- 
tioiaiiti  of  modBinUoa  by  irhich  Mia  M (jetty's conduct 
hu  been  uniformly  governed,  hai  been  deiiraiu  of  ■!- 
IcTiatuig  as  much  u  poisible  Che  inronTfenience*  ne- 
coMlily  biDtight  upon  neutral  nstioni  bj  a  itite  of 
Ihinga  to  unbvoMble  to  the  commercial  inlercoune  of 
the  world. 

"  The  relaiationi  mnit  be  considereJ  u  moat  petfa- 
fiai!;  bTorable  to  the  particular  inlereita  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stale*. 

"Anotlicr  moit  important  Telaittion  of  the  prind- 
plea  upon  which  Rii  Majesty'i  erdera  proceed,  ia  that 
wllicb  licenaea  the  iqipoilation  of  all  Baar  and  meal, 
and  all  gnia;  tob&eco,  and  other  articlea,  the  produce 
of  the  aoil  of  America,  with  the  exception  of  cotton, 
ihtongh  the  porta  of  Hi>  Majeatj'a  dominioni,  into 
Ihoaa  of  hie  enemiei,  without  the  pnjment  of  any  duty 
on  the  transit.  Thia  ia,  I  beg  leave  to  obaerie,  an  in- 
atanee  in  nhich  His  Majesty  has  deprived  tii<  meaaure 
of  ila  most  efficacious  and  hurtful  t^ralioo  agsinst 
the  enem](,  thiaugh  motives  of  coiuideTation  for  the 
interests  of  America." 

The  EBttte  itKUliiog  and  iasidioua  Uoguage 
which  is  eoDtainad  in  ilie  note  of  Mr.  Canning  to 
Mr.  PiohDejr  I  He  regrets  that  we  have  not  given 
■ecuritf  for  our  good  behaviour,  and  [bar  His 
Uajesiy  is  corapeHed  to  cliaiiise  osforit;  and 
adds  that  these  niodificatioDs  must  be  considered 
as  peculiarly  favorable  to  thi:UDiled  States,  being 
made  wholly  through  motives  of  consideraiioa 
for  the  interests  of  America.  These  notes  up  as 
oSeDsive  and  insulting  as  the  note  of  Cham- 

Cgar,  wbicli  cannot  be  eiceeded,  and  can  never 
Bubmiiled  to. 

But  there  is  another 'point  of  view  in  which 
theae  orders  should  be  examined — ifi  relation  to 
the  professed  obieci  of  reialiatins  on  us.  And  I 
ptoiesi  against  ihe  pretensions  of  one  bellijcereni 
to  retaliate  on  us  for  injuries  iuUicled  by  anolhei 
belligerent  The  practice,  if  subuiiued  to,  would 
proslratetbe  rights  of  this  country,  to  war,  re- 
taliation may  be  proper  between  the  parlies  lo  it, 
oolbe  perpetratora  of  such  outrages  as  the  mur- 
ders of  Ismaet  and  Prague^  where  a  viclortous 
GeaeTal  entered  towns  which  had  bravely  op- 
posed'him,  and  put  all  the  iohabitanis  to  the 
sword.  .It  might  have  been  proper  in  (he  war  in 
which  we  opposed  Hi$  Majesty,  who  has  always 
manifeated  such  extreme  sympathy  for  us,  wheo 
we  were  treated  as  rebels,  confined  in  prison- 
ships,  and  denied  the  right  of  prisoners  of  war, 
because  we  ungratefully  revolted  from  [he  mother 
country.  In  such  cases  retaliation  may  be  proper ; 
it  brings  nations  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  io- 
teresis.  Bui  lo  say  ihst  because  one  nation 
strikes  at  the  rights  of  this  country,  and  we  can- 
not effectually  resist  the,  blow,  that  another  oa- 
tion  shnll  be  permitted  to  strike  us  also,  is  a 
principle  which  I  hope  will  never  be  treated 
with  complaisance,  but  always  spurned  with  io- 
digaaiion.  Althongb  it  is  inadmissible,  it  is  in 
consonance  with  the  practice  of  the  bellis-erenls 
in  the  present  war,  wbo  Keem  to  hare  said,  ''Let 
'us,  attack  all  the  world  but  each  other;  let  the 
'  war  be  carried  on  through  neutrals,  but  let  us, 
'■>  to  each  other,  cry,  hands  off!  and  this  is  a 
'  war  which  we  may  cany  on  ad  infinilum."  Re- 


taliation also  implies  a  prior  wrong,  and  Great 
Britain  should  b«  silent  oo  ibe  subject.  If  she 
looks  at  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  restric- 
tions on  the  colonial  trade,  blockades,  the  ordeg 
of  June,  the  case  at  New  York,  where  she  in- 
creased her  force  within  our 'waters,  Ihe  case  of 
the  Impetueux,  all  which  took  place  hcfoie  the 
Berlin  decree,  her  pretension  of  retaliation  is  de- 
stroyed i  and  if  retaliation  be  admissible,  at  all,  il 
must  be  by  her  enemy,  and  not  by  her.  Wbat  I* 
the  pretext  on  which  she  assumes  the  right  of  re- 
taliation ?  Look  at  the  famoos  rider,  aoif  you  wilt 
find  it  J  ihere  il  is  claimed  on  ihe  grouud,  first,  of 
an  execution  by  France  of  her  threats  ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, an  acquiescence  in  them  by  us.  But  the 
order  of  January,  18D7,  professedly  in  retaliation, 
waii  Issued  before  either  took  place. 

I  have  said  that  the  order  of  January,  1807, 

was  issued  before  any  execution  of  the  threats  of* 

Ibe  French  Government,  and  before  any  acqui- 


h  principle.  A  recurrence  lo  dales  will  prove 
loal  00  execuliuo  of  the  Berlin  decree  was  known 
to  Great  Britain  at  the  time  that  [he  notorious 
Orders  in  Cuuncil  were  issued.  Oo  the  7ih  of 
January,  1807,  Mr.  Armstrong  writes  ihat  a  mod- 
ification favorable  to  the  United  Stales  had  taken 
place.  On  the  17th,  he  speaks  of  an  injurious 
construction  which  he  had  heard  of;  on  the  24ih 
of  September  he  slates  that  he  lioew  that  an  inju- 
rious  construction  was  about  to  take  place  ;  pn  ib« 
17ih  of  October,  he  writes  that  this  construction 
was  certainly  to  lake  place;  and  in  November, 
1807,  he  .beard  of  the  decree  in  the  case  of  the 
Hori:;oD,  and  on  the  12th  remonstrated  against 
it.  No  execution  of  the  decree  was  knowo  lo  the 
British  Government  at  the  time  of  issuing  the 
Orders  in  Council,  nor  (o  Mr.  Armstrong,  but 
for  a  few  days  antecedent  lo  the  orders.  Bui, 
inde^odent  of  this,  it  was  proven  on  the  floor  of 
Parliament  that  no  condemnation  was  known  to 
have  taken  place  prior  to  them.  Il  seemed  to  be 
an  object  wiib  the  Ministry  to  prove  that  the  ex* 
ecutign  of  the  decree  was  known  in  £jigland  i 
but  DO  such  proof  wa.s  produced.  It  was  proved 
by  the  evidence  of  their  most  celebrated  mei^ 
chants  that  no  such  caseliad  been  known  to  ihem. 
But  even  if  France  bad  intended  to  execnte  it, 
it  was'an  idle  menace,  because  she  had  no  ships 
of  war  on  the  ocean,  and  could  not  even  go  from 
one  port  lo  anolhef  of  the  Continent  withotit 
skulking  aloDg  shore  (o  avoid  meeting  vessels  of 
her  enemy,  and  Great  Britain  is  dishonored  by 
atlackiug  us  ou  account  of  it.  She  knew  very 
well  that  ourlrade  had  been  carried  on  without 
the  least  interruption,  nolwilhslandiog  the  de- 
cree. The  absurdity  of  retaliating  upon  a  threat 
was  ably  exposed  by  Lord  BrskiQe.  He  said  if 
the  moon  were  to  be  declared  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade, it  wopid  be  necessary,  according  lo  the  prac* 
lice  of  his  Majesly'sMrnisiers,  tohave  the  whole 
board  of  astronomers  convened  to  react  da  her 
satellites.  Suppose  the  Kmperor  of  Chioa,  whose 
policy  forbids  external  commerce,  and  who  has 
00  ships,  were^  declare  the  whole  European 
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CoDtinent  in  b  slate  of  blockade,  would  it  be  re- 
quired by  his  Britaooic  Majeily,  from,  his  »yin- 
pathf  for  our  ioleresis,  ibtit  we  ihould  so  on  a 
Q,aixoticBl  expedition  to  China  lo  compel  him  to 
repeal  the  decree?  It  would  be  equally  as  absurd 
as  if  the  moon  being  declared  io  a  ataie  of  block- 
ade, we  should  be  required  Io  resrsi  the  decla- 

But  gentlemen  in  ibis  House  again  charge  us 
with  blazoning  our  dishonor  by  a  repetition  of  the 
injuries  we  have  received,  noiwiihstanding  the 
MmegenttemenBllribuie  vveryniisrorluneani]  en- 
eroachraenl  on  our  rights  to  ourownGoTernment 
alone.  1  have  endeavored  to  show,  indeed  I  have 
■faown  it  l>y  a  recurrence  to  docnraenis  which 
prove  it,  that  the  fault  is  not  attributable  To  our 
Qovernment,  but  to  the  hostile  disposition  of  the 
belligerents.  Bnt  it  is  said  that  Bonaparte  Is  ex- 
Ueinely  hoMile  Io  us,  as  if  he  alone  enterlained 
feelings  of  hostility  ;  that  be  has  declared  to  our 
Minister,  that  we  must  be  either  his  allies  or  his 
enemies.  I  hate  never  seen  the  proofs  of  such  a 
declaration,  nor  heard  of  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
entitle  it  Io  credit.  I  never  heard  it  suggested 
eicept  in  paragraphs  of  newspSpers  atltibuled 
to  members  of  this  House,  whicn  1  am  convinced 
mre  libels,  because  it  it  not  (roe,  ihat  he  or  his 
Ministers  have  ever  uttered  such  a  threat  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong ;  but  even  if  it  were  true,  would 
it  amount  to  more  than  the  hostile  acts,  acts  of 
war  committed  by  him  and  the  other  belligerent, 
Mich  as  mnrdering  our  citizens,  cutiine  off  our 
trade,BeizingBnd  burning  our  Tpssels?  No  doubt 
they  are  both  hostile  to  us.  But  it  is  said  we 
know  the  wishes  of  the  one  belligerent,  and  the 
mandate  of  the  other.  I  have  no  doubt  as  lo 
what  are  the  wishes  of  Britain;  but  1  know  not 
what  is  the  mandate  of  the  Emperor  of  France. 
I  have  heard  of  threats  altnbuied  to  him  which  I 
tmsl  be  dare  not  utter  to  our  Minister,  such  as  a 
declaration  that  we  should  take  Ihc  atCit'de  of 
allieior  enemies,  that  we  should  do  the  one  or 
the  other.  I  hope  that  if  our  Government  would 
not  recall  the  Minister  in  such  a  case,  he  would 
not  submit  to  the  disgrace  of  remaining  there  a 
day  longer.  But  even  were  such  the  fact,  it 
would  not  increase  the  proofs  of  the  hostile  dis- 

Ssiiion  of  the  Bmperor.  Can  it  be  doubted  that 
eat  Britain  has  ibe  same  hostile  disposition  ? 
Look  at  her  conduct  to  this  country  in  her  taxing 
UB;  look  at  the  other  more  coaclusiTe  and  un- 
questionable infraction  of  our  rights/whlch  was 
remarked  upon  by  a  gentleman  who  usually  sits 
before  me,  when  our  doors  were  closed  ;  look  at 
the  hissings  at  the  London  Tavern,  when  the  cor- 
rupted pensioners  of  St.  Stephens  and  the  whole 
Ministry  were  assembled :  the  President  and  the 
United  Stales  were  given  as  a  toast  and  btMed 
with  iodtgnatiun;  the  clamor  was  so  great,  that 
Sir  Francis  Baring,  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  popular  obloquy,  found  it  necessary  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  editor  of  a  public  paper,  apologizing 
for  having' toasted  the  American  Qovernment 
■nd  its  President.  If  il  had  been  done  al  a  Bae- 
chaaalian  revel,  snch  as  I  have  heard  has  laken 
plaee  in  this  oauniry,  at  wbiclw">access  to  the 


British  navy"  end  ''His  Majesty's  arms,"  and 
''damnation  to  democracy"  were  drank  among 
the  toasts,  I  should  have  paid  no  regard  to  it.  al- 
though, as  it  is  represented,  honorable  meinbers 
of  this  House  might  hnve  been  among  the  gue&I* 
hidden  to  tbc  feast.  But  when  ii  occurs  at  a  pa- 
triotic feast,  where  iheAIinisiry  of  Great  Britain 
are  present,  nay  even  gave  it,  and  their  indigna- 
tion such  as  to  require  an  apology  for  having  pro- 
posed the  loasi,  it  does  present  itself  in  a  very 
unquestionable  shape,  as  proof  of  hoftilily  to  this 
country.  Does  not  the  aflair  of  the  Chesapeake 
prove  It  alaol  Surely  it  dues.  And  because  we 
have  taken  an  attitude  of  precaution,  and  sAid,  for- 
asmuch as  we  have  been  wantonly  assailed  by  a 
highway  robber,  we  shut  our  doors  and  not  cpen 
ihera  to  admit  him  and  his  whole  gang,  we  hear 
the  cry  of  French  party,  that  "  the  finger  of  Na- 
poleon is  in  this  thing- ;"  ''  you  do  not  act  frorn  a 
spontaneous  inSuence;  you  are  sacrificing  your 
Tights  to  Napoleon."  Sir,  this  cry  is  raided  by 
Briiish  partisans,  wliose  disposition  is  to  sacrifice 
our  rights  at  the.shrine  of  Great  Britain.  Do  the 
republicans  of  the  United  States  vindicate  ihe 
conduct  of  France?  Do  they;  palliate  it?  No, 
sir;  not  one  of  ihera.  One  universal  burst  of  in- 
dignation has  expressed  their  sensations  at  her 
conduct.  With  the  minority,  the  few,  not  the 
people,  for  Tbeg  to  be  understood  as  making  a 
pointed  distinction  between  those  knowing  ones 
at  the  head  of  a  faction  and  those  on  whom  they 
operate — the  people,  notwithstanding  they  have 
acted  in  hostility  to  the  true  interests  of  the  coun- 
my  opinion  still  viriuouii,  th«y  hare 


they  relate  to  religion,  politics,  or  anything  else. 
How  does  the  accouDl  stand  with  the  few,  I  ask, 
in  relation  to  the  vindicaiiott  nf  England  7  Look 
at  the  puhlicatioDS  in  Boston,  the  cradle  at  th« 
Revolution.  Therethe  attack  on  the  Chesapeake 
was  vindicated  and  jasiilied,  although  Mr.  Can- 
ning and  the  whole.  British  nation 'disavowed  the 
act.  And  what  is  this  ascribable  to?  Ibra  gen- 
tlemen 10  be  cBUiious  bow  ihey  talk  ol  Frvnch 
partisans.  It  will,  as  the  genilemaa  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Bacon)  has  said,  expose  them 
to  an  insinuation — nay.  more,  proofs  are  not 
wanting— of  an  undue  predilection  for  the  enemy 
of  France  and  the  enemy  of  this  country.  Have 
we  not  lately  seen  it  published  in  Eastern  papers, 
thai  we  have  no  cause  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain  ?  Yes,  sir,  the  Pickerings  of  the  nation 
have  said  it,  if  not  in  terms,  m  effect;  and  it 
is  this  which  bad  an  inftuence  on  the  foreign  re> 
tatiqns  of  this  country.  The  pamphlet  (Hints  lo 
both  Parties)  referred  lo  yesterday  by  my  friend 
and  colleague,  (Mr.  BuRWEti.,)  speaks  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  perseverance  in  the  British  system,  be- 
cause of  the  probability  of  an  insurrection  in  the 
North,  and  thai,  like  Pant's  empire,  wrested  from 
him  'by  assasGins,  everything  will  be  laid  at  the 
feet  of  Great  Britain.  What  are  these  ideas'pro- 
dticed  by?  By  such  prodacliona  as  Pickering^ 
letter,  and  a  letter  which  lately  appeared  in  the 
Newburyport  Herald,  purporting  to  be  from   ■ 
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member  of  Congteis.  When  we  look  at  (his 
fimoiu  letter  or  the  16th  of  FebruBTy.  which  in- 
elnded  erer;  o&enc«  CBramitted  hj  ti'rance,  the 
leeiul  of  which  geKllemea  siekeli  at  the  idea  of, 
vcare  told  iltat  the  immediate  if  aot  the  an!; 
object  in  calling  oul  the Inililia  was  la  excite  a 
Wit  pvlse,  for  Great  Btitain  hai  done  us  "  no 
easenlial  injury."  Moit  magnantmous  mother! 
Wt  nerer  can  discharge  the  oblintion  of  grati- 
tode  which  we  owe  her"  thoasandshipii."  What, 
sir  I  Can  we  doubl  ihe  efTecl  of  such  produclioDs 
JaEorepe?  The  fact  of  ils  passing  through  eight 
tdiiioDs  in  London,  proves  the  effect  of  these 
ehugei  of  a  houile  disponiiioii,  an  effort  on  the 
part  of  Ihe  President  "  to  eicite  a  war  pulse,"  ua- 

£LiI  resentmeDI,  awar  without  necetsity,  and  the 
Kpiog  the  Orders  of  Caajncil,aDd  almost  erery- 
thiag  relating  to  Qreat  Britain  wholly  oat  of 
view.  The  British  GoTeroment  ii  tolJ  from  no 
iofonaal  source,  by  the  opi  a  ion  (official  I  may 
ay)  of  a  maD'bigh  Id  the  estimation  of  his  parly, 
tl»l  (be  PresidenL  wishes  to  keep  up  resentment 
gainst  Great  Britain,  "  by  exeiiing  new  reseni- 
mentsand  cherishinKold  prejudices."  Ibeggen- 
tlemen  to  be  careful  how  they  urge  a  charge  of 
fareign  inflnenee  when  there  are  such  damning 
crideDces  to  tlare  them  in  the  face  in  proof  of  ibeir 
own  piedilectiuos.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  I 
•m  not  willing  to  admit  there  is  so  much  depra- 
vity and  eorruptioo  in  this  natbn,  as  to  produce 
such  a  partiality  in  any  portion  of  the-  country 
for  Great  Briiaiu  as  the  majority  bare  been  most 
lal«ely  charged  with  entetlaiaing  for  Fiance. 

Bui  we  are  told  that  ''punctilio"  alone  prevents 
a  settlement  of  onr  dinerenc«a  with  Eaeland. 
This  is  coDlained.in  an  extract  of  a  letter  trom  a 
tumber  of  Congress,  to  a  gentleman  of  Newbu~ 
rrpori,  and  ibas  the  people  are  deluded.  Panc- 
dlKiii  the  only  cause  of  dispntel  These  false- 
boods  prod uee  the  arrt^anee  and  hostility  of  Qieat 
Biiiain  to  OS,  because  she  believes  that  ws  are  a 
ropeof  saod  ;  that  the  North  is  in  a  state  of  inaur- 
KctioD  aad  the  South  falling  off.  And  if  these 
ideas  were  realized  it  would  not  b»Bslaniahing; 
becanse  to  a  high-minded  yeomanry,  such  ai  the 
peii  mass  of  the  people  of  the  North  and  East, 
II  ii  natural  to  sufipoie  that  sued  staiemeDts  as 
hire  been  made  will  eicite  resentmenlG  against 
Ihe  Government.  It  is  not  in  (he  power  of  every 
Ban  to  read  all  the  prodncnons  of  ibe  -limes; 
and  if  he  does,  they  do  not  make  that  impreKsion 
niioD  htm  which  they  do  upon  statesmen  wboie 
doty  it  is  to  examine  minutely  j  and  therefore, 
Ihey  do  not  know  that  every  effort  has  been  made 
loseiile  onr  dt^erences  with  Great  Britain  ;  and 
believe  the  statement  when  Ihey  are  told  that 
pODCiilio  only  prevents  a  settlement.  What  is 
ihe  idea  naturally  excited  in  England  by  Ibis  lan- 
KOHieT  Why,  as  Mr.  Matriot'i  pamphlet  says, 
*  Lei  us  hold  out :  our  frieads  will  soon  rise  into 
power,  and  tbiis  we  shall  gain  a  complete  vic- 
tory." The  successful  invasion  of  Fiance  or  the 
decapitation  of  the  despot  of  Europe  would  not 
to  the  Britisli  Ministry  and  it«  friends  b«  a  more 
desirable  event  (ban  the  overthrow  of  the  Repub- 
«aQ  paitf  >Q  tbe  United  Siaica.  '  They  are  blind. 


their  true  interests,  and  bold  out,  in  iheir 
injurious  conduct  to  as,  with  the  hope  of  produe- 
Dg  such  an  event.  I  wish  the  practice  of  judg- 
ng  of  us  by  looking  to  the  opponition,  were  aban- 
doned in  England,  and  the  Government  of  that 
country  would  then  be  convinced  that  the  people 
of  this  have  no  interest  foreign  to  that  of  their 
OovernmeDt,nor  theCbvernmeBlany  iaieres(bnt 
ibat  of  the  people,  and  a  wisb  to  do  ibem  all  jus- 
tice; that  aeither  the  Government  nor  ibe  peo- 
ple are  disposed  to  sntrender  their  rights  or  (ram- 
ble at  their  thieals;  and  that  they  bare  hitherto 
been  deceived  by  misrepresenta lions  of  our  dispo- 
tioDs.  To  these  we  may  attribne  the  insolence 
of  Mr.  Canning's  late  note,  not  much  less  inso- 
lent than  those  to  whi6h  1  have  already  referred. 
I  will  read  a  single  paragraph  f>om  it. 

"His  Majesty  wonld  not  hesitate  to  contrtbnie,  in 
any  manner  in  his  power,  to  reKore  to  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  iU  nanted  actiitty  ;  and  if  it  were 
poasibls  10  nwke  any  MciiBM  for  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
barga,  without  appearing  to  deprecate  it  aa  as  ■  measure 
of  hostility,  hs  would  i^adly  hare  bcilitatsd  its  la- 
moval  as  a  measore  of  incenvenient  restriction  on  the 
American  people." 

Eiod,  philanthropic  soulsl  They  have  great 
charity  for  ui ;  they  wonld  forgive  ns  all  our  sins 
of  hostility,  proved  by  their  friend's  (Pickerine'a) 
letter,  which  passed  ihrongh  eight  editions;  bat 
they  regret  that  they  cannot  remove  an  inconve- 
nient re^itriction  on  us,  though  they  would  be  very 
glad  to  do  so.  Tlie  cry  of  French  influence  re- 
coils OQ  its  anlhors.  Sir,  if  there  be  any  foreign 
influence,  it  is  British ;  txil  I  am  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  either.  I  should  not  have  in- 
dulged myself  in  this  insinuation,  were  it  not  thai 
I  every  day  see  some  commuoioaiion  justifying 
it;  and  1  would  not,  perhaps,  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  at  this  lime,  were  it  not 
from  an  intimation  which  I  have  received  from  a 
^  of  mv  eonstiinents,  asking  that  we  should 
treat  vnth  hotn  belligprenis  without  favor  or  affec* 
lion  to  either!  1  despise  ihe  Governments  of 
both  nations  from  my  soul.  Although  at  no  re- 
mote period  my  ancestors  came  from  England,  I 
think  alike  of  tae  despoiler  of  Europe,  the  uanrper 
of  Spain,  the  great  tyrant  of  ibe  laod,  and  of  the 
robber  of  the  Spanish  frigates  in  time  of  peace, 
I  lie 'destroyer  of  Copenliagen,  and.tfae  murderer  of 
its  helpless  women  and  children.  I  have  no  con* 
adenee  in  either.  These  are  times  in  which  we 
ought  10  speak  out.  It  is  time  that  the  people 
should  know  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from 
either  belligerent;  negotiation  has  been  spnn  finer 
than  the  cotton  can  be  which  is  to  pass  through 
British  ports  and  pay  a  traoait  duty.  I  know  it  ia 
impolitic  and  unworthy  of  the  magnanimity  of 
the  Representative  of  a  free  people  te  abuse  for- 
eign Qovernmenls  when  the  timed  do  not  call  foi 
decision ;  but  we  cannot  be  guilty  of  ireaaon  to 
our  own  peo|:de,  because  obr  remarks  wound  the 
feelings  of  our -enemies. 

1  have  said  ihaV  I  have  no  sympathy  for  either 
of  the  belligerents.  For  their  Governtnenie  I 
feel  equal  hatred,  indignatiou,  and  reseDiDwnt; 
find  will  aubmit  (o  aceommodction  with  neitkai 
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till  the  injuries  rommiited  on  the  rights  of  my 
couDlrf  are  atoned  for.  Yel  it  ia  true  ihat  Grrat 
Btitain  has  done,  aod  will  caniinue  to  do  us,  moEt 
harm,  and  in  tbal  proportion  I  feel  mf  eDioilf  to 
her  iacreaied.  Bonaparie,  whenever  it  is  in  his 
power,  seizes  out  vessels.  His  Majesty  retaliates 
because  we  have  not  given  security  for  our  good 
behaviour,  sueh  as  is  asked  of  a  malefactor  re- 
leased from  confinement  for  a  bailable  offence. 
But  it  is  said  lhat  punctilio  preveots  a  setllemeni 
of  our  differences.  -  Why,  then,  if  ihat  be  the 
case,  let  us  give  it  up..  It  is  shameful,  scandalous, 
and  unworttiy  of  a  free  people,  whom  we  should 
misrepresent  if  we  stood  on  punctilio.  -  lea'detcr- 
minalion  to  protect  our  citizens  punctilio?  I 
have  always  understood  thai  the  otiject  of  asso- 
ciations for  self-government  was  to  preserve  the 
personal  rights  of  the  individuals  camposing  it, 
ID  comparison  with  which  properly  is  as  nothing. 
I  will  not  say  when  our  citizens  are  lorn  from 
their  families  and  compelled  to  fig  lit  the  battles 
of  a  foreign  nation,  that  it  is  mere  punctilio.  '  Is 
the  carrying  trade  punctilio  1  Let  ut  look  at  the 
language  of  genlleniea  themselves  oo  this  sub- 
ject, some  of  whom  are  now  accusing  us  of  punc- 
tilio. [Mt.  Jacehon  here  quoted  a  pasEage  from 
a  memorial  from  the  tnerchants  of  the  town  of 
Boston,  presented  two  years  ago,  remonstrating 
warmly  against  the  eapiureu  by  Great  Britain  of 
the  vessels  of  ibe  United  States  employed  in  the 
carrying  trade.] 

la  this,  [hen,  a  matter  of  punctilio?  We  were 
asked  by  the  gentleman  from  ConneeticHt  to  in- 
graft an  amendment  on  this  resolution,  saying, 
that  we  will  not  abandon  the  navigation  of  the 
ocean ;  and  nre  told  that  punctilio  only  precludes 
OS  from  submitting  to  navigate  the  ocean  as  Great 
Britain  pleases.  Was  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake punctilio?  Was  the  murder  of  Pierce  a 
mere  matter  of  punctitioT  Was  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  officer  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  within 
the  ieoeth  of  his  buojrs  a  mere  matter  of  punc- 
tilio? 1»  everything  in  dispute  punctilio?  The 
payment  of  tribute 7-~this  is  a  little  more  piinc- 
tiliuus  than  any  other;  yet  our  refusal  to  submit 
to  the  dishonor  and  disgrace  of  it  is  but  a  matter 
of  punctilio.  I  hope  in  God  there  will  be  a  punc- 
tilious resistance,  so  long  as  the  American  name 
exists,  lo  the  payment  of  tribute.  The  resiena- 
tioQ  of  our  independence  is  punctilio,  and  the 
threepenny  tax  on  tea,  which  kindled  a  flame  that 
burst  the  shackles  of  tyranny,  was  all  punctilio 

The  embargo  was  produced  by  this  punctilious 
•pirii  of  avoiding  dishonor  and  disgrace,  and  of 
■voiding  the  payment  of  tribute,  when  ruin  and 
tribute  were  assailing  us  under  the  decrees  and 
ordersof  the  great  land  mammoth  and  the  shark  of 
the  ocean.  It  is  denied  that  the  British  orders  in- 
duced the  embargo.  What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  question  7  Whether  they  led  la  the  embargo 
or  not  is  immaterial,  for  the  contention  for  that 

Eint  is  an  admission  of  the  fact  that  they  would 
ve  justified  it.  The  effect  of  the  embargo  was 
to  bring  home  our  citizens  from  abroad.  Unfor- 
tunately some  have  disgraced  themselves  so  much 


as  10  receive  British  licenses.  By  calling  those 
home  who  were  abroad,  and  retaining  those  who 
were  here,  till  they  could  launch  on  the  ocean 
again  without  danger  of  confiscation  and  ruin, 
and  what  is  worse  than  all,  of  compulsion  to  pay 
tribute,  we  were  not  at  all  dishonored.  It  may 
be  likened  to  the  case  of  an  unarmed  man  who  is 

with  him  his  friends,  arming  himself  and  launch- 
ing forth  in  resistance  of  the  Infraction  of  his 
rights.  ,The  time  is  not  yet  come  for  us  lo  make 
a  sally.  It  is  due  to  the  spirit  of  this  people  that 
evety  effort  should  fimt  be  made  to  preserve  peacr. 
The  Guvernmenls  of  Europe,  whether  ruled  hj 
monarchs  or  despots,  wage  war  when  they  please  ; 
the  people  march  to  war  without  inquiring  why 
or  wherefore,  and  imagine  that,  in  so  doing,  iber 
display  their  patriotism.  But  that  ignoble  spirit 
does  not  pervade,  thja  country,  and  thank  God 
that  it  does  not.  The  people  will  inquire  and 
examine,  ajso ;  they  wilt  believe  that  it  is  no  dis- 
honor 10  re'lire  from  the  scene  where  IheycantlOt 
carry  on  their  usual  □ccupaiion,  and  refuse  to  go 
to  war  till  every  preliminary  step  is  taken.  It  is 
no  disgrace  lo  say  lhat  unprepared  we  cannot 
fight  both  Great  Britain  and  France.  We  are 
appealing  lo  the  justice  and  interests  of  those  na- 
tions. It  is  td  be  hoped  lhat  their  eyes  will  at 
length  be  opened  to  iheir  dictates.  Thus  far  the 
appeal  has  been  in  vain,  aod  trade  could  only 
have  been  carried  on  in  its  accustomed  channela 
under  submission  to  pay  tribute. - 

But  il  is  denied  thai  this  ret'usal  to  carry  on 
trade  will  have  any  beneficial  effect  at  all,  and  it 
is  said  that  it  is  withdrawing'  from  the  contest ; 
that  it  it  an  abandonment  of  our  rights',  that 
Great  Britain  was  struggling  for  the  trade  of  the 
world,  and  we  have  relinquished  it  to  her.  What 
doei  this  trade  consist  in,  sir?  The  trade  with 
us  is  cut  off,  and  consequently,  through  us,  witb 
her  enemies.  She  may  trade  to  sumeof  heiown 
'dependencies  and  back  esain,  and  to  Spaia  and 
Portugal,  if  they  are  not  yet  overwhelmed  by 
the  victorious  arms  of  the  usurper;  and  lo  lhat 
extent  only  can  she  go.  Bui  gentlemen  say,  re- 
move the  embargo  and  all  will  be  well—we  can 
trade.  Sir,  honest  men  are  restrained  from  trad- 
ing by  respect  for  their  own  and  their  country's 
honor;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  restrain  those  who 
disregard  all  such  considerations.  Shall  we  sub- 
mil  and  trade?  Is  trade  to  be  purchased  on  such 
terms  as  these  ?  Were  these  sentimenls  fostered 
for  a  momeot  during  the  period  of  our  Revolu- 
tion? No,  sir.  If  tlie  fathers  of  the  Revolution, 
many  of  whom  are  still  living,  had  fat  them  down 
and  calculated  the  profit  and  loss  in  a  pecuojary 
view  of  resisting  the  threepenny  lax  on  tea,  they 
would  have  lost  the  opportunity  of  performing 
those  glorious  exploi.ts  which  are  recorded  in  the 
page  of  history,  and  gave  birth  lo  a  nation. 

But  it  is  said  by  gentlemen,  that  we  may  trade 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  a  proposition  to  that  effect 
was  laid  on  the  lable  by  a  gentleman  from  Norlh 
Carolina,  now  absent  from  his  seat,  (Mr.  Saw- 
TEa.)  Apropos,  comes  intimation  that  the  trade 
is  blockaded  by  an  cwder,  unquestionably  issued 
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nodet  th«  circDmstanccs  reTerred  to  by  my  cot- 
levene  yrsierday,  ander  an  ezpeeiation  Ihat  the 
embargo  would  ba  raised.'aad  Odt  commerce  be 
flowiDg  iniD  those  portj.' 

Others  sav,  lei  ds  trade  to  Spdin.  Spain  may 
be,  and  ID  all  humaii  probability  is,  by  this  time, 

ingdom  loses  its 
iodepeDdetrre.  Look  at  the  late  capilulalion  be- 
tween the  British  and  French  in  Porlugal.  It 
was  not  a  surrender  mad^  to  the  Portuguese,  for 
whom  the  British  were  nominaliy  SghtiDf,  but 
to  the  British  ifaemielres.  They  c^ma  not  as 
allies,  but  as  conquerors;  each  parly  is  contend- 
JDg  for  the  supremacy,  and  miDifesia  a  disposi- 
tion to  mainlaiD  it  when  ncqiiired.  But  gentle- 
men say,  let  us  carry  on  a  trade  to  aid  the  Span- 
ish patriots ;  let  us  extend  to  those  struggling  for 
liberty  the  same  assistance  which  we  sought  for 
in  the  struggle  for  our  independence.  1  wara 
genilemen  against  the  imposition.  The  Span- 
iards are  fighting  for  a  monnrcb  wfio  has' trans- 
ferred them  to  another,  like  a  flock  of  sheep. 
There  is  a  little  patriolum  to  be  sure  in  Ggbting 
for  a  King  of  their  own  choioe;.  but  it  is  not  a 
pairjolisro  to  enlist  the  sensibilities  of  such  a  peo- 
ple as  this  ID  ihair  isvor.  They  are  fighting  for 
one  CiDg  against  another;  and  though  I  partici- 
pate ID  tie  feeliDg which  others  profess,  anJiwish. 
ibal  they  should  f  .    ■         -  . 

will  Dot  interfere 
Britain  and  France,  wlio  are  contending  for  the 
empire  there.  If  we  were  to  trade  to  Spain,  ir 
would  be  the  nep^ivu/tra  allowed  by  Great  Brit- 
aia,  wbg  would  there  receive  onr  domestic  pro- 
duce, and  furnish  her  maauraetarers  in  return. 
Remember  that  we  are  coniesiing  her  monopoly 
of  the  trade  of  the  world,  and  there  we  should 
sarreoder  it.  The  principle  would  hold  good  if 
the  trade  were  confined  tu  the  West  Indies. 
Great  Britain  would  there  receire  the  products 
of  ibis  country,  and  we  hers  in  return.  We 
might  as  well  permit  them  to  ukeour  produce  at 
the  moaiti  of  the  Chesapeake;  and,  indeed,  it 
would  not  be  a  ereal  extension  of  ilie  principle 
coDieiided  for,-irVe  were  to  allow  her  to  estab- 
lish a  enstom-house,  apd  appomt  collectors  of 
doiy  in  every  seaport  town  in  the  Union. 

By  continuing  the  embargo,  We  can  prepare  to 
defend  onr  towns.  The  Sre^  lighted  up  in-Co- 
penhageu  are  scarcely  exiinnuished;  iheyare  yet 
glowing  liefore  us,  in  imagination  at  least;  and 
we  ought  to  recollect  thai,  if  we  do  not  submit,  it 
is  war;  if  we  do  submit,  it  is  tribute.  And,  if  we 
bare  war,  our  towns  will  share  the  fate  of  forti- 
fied CopenbaE^en,  unless  we  strengthen  and  for- 
tify them.  Pirs^  let  gs  prepare  to  defend  our- 
selves. Oentkmen  say,  defence  is  not  resistance. 
Let  Ds  prepare  to  defend  oursetiea,  sir,  and  then 
we  will  be  better  able  to  resist  and  attack  our 


But  we  are  told  that  the  system  is  ruinous.  If 
we  become  bankrupts  in  money,  sir,  we  shall  be 
soand  in  honor;  and  if  we  carry  on  trade  with- 
oDl  adopting  stronger  measures,  we  shall  be 
baaktupia  in  fortune  and  leputatioQ  abo.    We 


have  been  told  of  the  condition  of  the  country; 
that  it  is  deplorable ;  and  have  been  warned,  inaa- 
much  as  there  was  a  rising' against*  the  excise 
laws,  to  guard  against  the  consequences  arising 
from  the  embargo  laws;  and,  in  depicting  the 
variou!  distresses  of  liie  country,  it  is  said  (by 
Mr.  Rahdoli^)  that  there  is  no  sale  for  tobacco 
or  cotton.  What  say  the  cotton  planters,  -than 
whom  none  are  more  interested  in  foreign  coio- 
mercel  I  may  venture  to  assert  that  they  are 
unanimously  unwilling  to  place  their  bales  of 
cotloo  in  one  scale  and  national  honor  in  the 
other.  They  are  unwilling  to  put  interest, sordid 
interest,  in  competition  wiifa  the  national  inde- 
pendence, tvhich  would  be  sacrificed  by  the  pay- 
ment of  Iribule.  This  tobacco  business  and  ia- 
among  the  planiers,  reminds  ineof  the 
letter  of  Samson  to  Lord  SpeDcer, 
reqaesiing  bim  to  send  over  an  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  a  civil  war, 
ravaging  the  tobacco  country,  and  destroying  the 
plaDiatioDs  with  6re  and  tow,  to  be  called  the 
Segar  war,  and,  if  he  did  not  succeed,  it  wotild 
eaa  in  tmoke.  This  idea  is  not  more  ridiculous 
than  that  the  tobacco  planters  will  rise  in  insur- 
rection on  account  of  the  low  price  of  that  arti- 
cle, when  they  know  that  their  whole  market,  to 
any  eilent,  is  cut  off  by  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Will  genilemeti  say  tbat  we  shall  carry  onr  to- 
bacco to  England,  there  pay  a  duly,  and  then 
carry  it  to  France,  aod  fight  ihe  legions  of  Bona- 

Earte  to  compel  him  to  receive  it  1  If  we  ate  to 
ave  a  war  with  France,  I  hope  it  wiH  not  be  a 
war  of  that  kind. 

A  doubt  has  been  raised  as  to  the  conscituiion- 
alily  of  Ihe  measure ;  Ihe  power  of  Congress  to 
interdict  trade  is  denied,  because  it  is  alleged  ihat 
our  form  of  Government  erew  out  of  commerce. 
I  have  always  undersiooa  that  the  Constitution 
was  adopted  for  the  purpose,  as  it  imports,  of 
estadlishing  Union,  for  promoting  the  commerce, 
defence,  and  general  welfare,  and  if,  for  these  no- 
bler purposes,  foreign  commerce  be  suspended  for 
a  season,  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be  considered  as 
violating  the  principles  of  thai  Constituiifin. 

A  charge  has  been  nttered  iu  aoonymous  pabli- 
eationa  in  newspapers,  as  well  as  in  the  famous 
letter  of  Pickering. to  which  I  have  allnded,  of  a 
hostility  to  commerce  in  the  Southern  States.  I, 
for  one,  protest  against  Ibis  declaration.  1  do  not 
know  wnere  that  individual  is  that  is  opposed  to 
foreign  commerce  T  Where  are  the  Souibero  at 
Western  people  who  are  opposed  to  commerce  M 
navigation  in  our-own  vesseU,  navigated  by  onr 
own  seamen,  and  owned  wholly  by  our  own  eiti- 
lensl  The  insinuation  is  unjust.  There  never 
was  a  question  brought'  before  this  House  affect- 
ing the  commercial  rights,  in  which  the  Southern 
and  Western  people  have  not  itrenudusly  sup- 
ported tbem.  It  has  never  been  objected  tome 
by  my  constiluenls,  tbat  I  voted  for  building  sev- 
enty-fours and  frigates,  and  for  fortifying  our  sea- 
port towns;  and  this  has  afforded  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  that  my  constituEDts  are 
.not  hostile  lo  commerce. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  Bastetn  people  are 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H-opR. 


Foreign  Helalumt. 


December,  li 


pecnliarlr  afiecled  by  our  me»urM,  and  that 
tbey  will  doi  submit  lo  tbem.  Whai.  sir,  is  the 
presenl  subject  of  dispute,  wbich  has  inrolTed 
the  U [tiled  States  in  diffieullien?  Foreijrn  com- 
merce altogether.  Who  has  it?  The  Eastern 
Gople — they  hare  it  all.  The  Southern  people 
ve  but  liiile  tiaTigation.  and  care  for  little 
more  in  relation  to  it  than  the  raising  lAeir  sta- 
ple commoilLLies,  permitting'  their  brethren  o(  the 
bast  to  carry  them  to  market.  And  because  we 
would  not  give  up  iheir  commercial  rights,  and 
have  adopted  measures  for  asserting  tnein.  we 
■re  charged  with  an  hostility  to,  and  abandon- 
nient  of,  comtnerce.  The  cbarge  comes  with 
very  little  grace  indeed  from  gentieraen  who  say 
that  our  present  difficulties  bave  grown  out  of  a 
pertinacious  adherence  to  erery  principle  of  com- 
toercial  xietit.  If  principle  were  not  concerned, 
we^  the  Souibern  people,  might  say  it  is  imma- 
terial to  us  who  carries  oar  tobacco,  cotton,  Ste. ; 
but  we  are  contendiog.  for  principle,  for  the  in- 
terest of  our  brethren  of  the  East,  and  we  will 
not  desert  them,  though  we  are  threatened  with 
being  deserted  by  them.  We  will  disbelieve  the 
assertions  of  the  leaders  of  faction,  and  hope  (hat 
the  disposition  does  not  eiisi^  although  attempts 
ftre  made  to  excite  it,  as  manifested  by  handbills 
published  there.  Wer.e  it  not  for  principle  we 
would  not  care  anything  about  it;  but  acqaies- 
ceace  would  resemble  the  case  of  a  farmer's  steal- 
ing his  neighbor's  wagon  and  destroying  his 
team,  and  saying  no  onel>ut  himself  should  carry 
his  produce  to  market.  We  grow — they  carry. 
Who  is  injured  most  bv  the  suspension  of  com- 
meice,  the  srower  or  the  carrjer  ?  The  former. 
It  is  true  iliat  as  their  ships  are  lying  at  the 
wharves,  rotting  as  we  are  told,  and  our  farms 
do  not  rot,  they  feel  it  a  little  more  severely  than 
we  do.  But  it  is  a  time  whenaUshouldsacrifice 
a  little  for  the  public  good. 

But  if  we  are  wrong,  what  shall  we  do  ?  All 
who  condemn  the  course  are  siteot  ai  to  what 
ought  to  be  done.  Every  quack  coodemos  the 
presciiptions  of  the  physician,  and  tells  you  all 
IS  wrdhg.  When  pressed  for  hispro)'e(|he»hfUgs 
up  his  shoulders  and  is  silent.  Is  this  the  coarse 
of  patriotism?  The  patient. he  tells  you  is  treat- 
ed improperly.  All  is  wrong,  but  tie  will  not 
tell  you  what  is  right.  If  that  patriotism  per- 
vades iheir  breasts,  which  one  wonld  suppose 
ft-om  hearing  their  lanzuage,  we  expect  from 
Ibem  as  Americans  and  friends,  in  the  plenitude 
of  their  wisdom,  to  tell  us  what  is  to  be  done. 
We  say  our  measures  are  right,  and  as  they  con- 
demn thetn,  they  should  tell  us  what  they  will 
'do.  Surely  they  dg  not  mean  to  submit.  Oea- 
tlemen«scBpe  by  saying  all  is  wrong,  and  they 
have  an  advantage  in  so  doing.  If  measures 
prove  abortive,  they  may  say  1  told  you  so;  if 
they  prove  right  they  are  silent;  Iheit  admont- 
lions  did.  no  barm.  This  conduct  may  b«  poli- 
tic, but  it  is  not  patriotic. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  will  you  abaiulon  com- 
merce 7  The  refusal  of  the  House  (o  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleraao  from  GoDQeclicui, 
<Mr.  Daha,)  may  be  represcDted  to  the  people  as 


evidence  of  an  intention  to  abandon 
I  will  not  abandon  commerce,  I  will  only  sus- 
pend it  for  a  time;  I  will  make  our  laws  operate 
uniformly,  and  not  permit  a  few  worthless  indi- 
viduals to  make  fortuoes  at  the  expense  of  the 
community,  by  the  evasions  of  them.  Cut  oS 
alt  intercourse  i  Increase  our  force.  Jt  would  be 
madness  to  tush  into  the  contest  unarmed,  uQ' 
prepared,  and  vulnerable  at  all  points.  Take 
every  ste^  short  of  war,  march  op  lo  the.thresb- 
old,  and  if  possible  accomplish  our  purpose  by 
paciHc  means,  before  we  pass  it.  We  need  uM 
fear  the  legions  of  Bonaparte,  or  the  minions  of 
George  III.  We  are  not  now  subject  lo  tbe 
temptations  of  exclusive  privileges  offered  to  his 
Majesty's  dulifol  and  loyal  subjects,  or  the  pro- 
scriptions exempting  our  patriots  from  the  par- 
don offered.  When  convinced  that  everytbio2 
bas  been  done  thai  can  be  done,  the  people  will 
rally  arouod  us  as  one  man  ;  and  whether  farde- 
fence  or  offence,  will  present  a  phalanx  irresisti- 
ble and  unconqnerable.  I  will  consent. to  with- 
draw the  embargo  as  to  either,  on  a  withdrawal 
of  his  decrees,  and  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal  against  iheocher.  Arming  our  merchant 
vessels  would  be  war  in  disguise.  1  would  not 
wage  war  and  then  declare  it.  If  we  are  to  have 
war,  I  wish  to  have  it  openly  in  the  face  of  day, 
and  not  secretly,  and  in  the  night,  assailing  the 
enemy  without  notice,  wheii  he  suspects  no  dan- 
ger. I  would  not  make  war  except  it  weredeclared, 
according  lo  the  provisions  of  .the  Constitution. 

But «  gentleman  asks  why  do  not  we  act,  and 
not  spend  our  time  in  talking.  1  know,  sir,  that 
much  time  has  been  occupied  to-day  lo  tittle  pur- 
pose ;  the  remark  made  by  the  gentlei^aD  ttota 
Virginia,  yesterday,  (Mr.  Randolfb,]  that  he 
has  done  but  little  good,  may  apply  to  roe.  But 
this  observation  of  the  waste  of^  time  comes  with 
an  ill  grace  from  him,  after  having  occufHed  two 
or  three  days  of  your  lime  Ibis  session,  with  mo- 
tims,  to  violate  the  confidence  teposed  in  us  by 
the  President,  and  two  or  three  hours  more  on  a 
question  of  order.  The  gentleman  says  be  bas 
done  no  good  ;  but  he  has  done  much  harm,  sir, 
by  a  conaemoatton  of  the  measures  adopted,  and 
ihrowiog  ail  the  blame  on  our  own  Government. 
instead  of  consideriug  what  the  good  of  tbe 
country  now  requites. 

Geotlemen  have  protcisted  against  the  invoca- 
tion o[  tbe  spirit  of  '79.  I  wish  it  would  appear 
and  purge  the  body  politic  of  lories  and  British 
in&uence.  I  wish  the  line  of  demarcation  to  be 
drawn,  that  we  may  ascertain  who  is  for  his 
country,  and  who  is  against  hiscountryi  and  1 
regret  that  the  noble  spirit  which  operated  like 
enchantment,  and  conjured  up  .a  pretence   for 

S lunging  us  into  a  war  with  France,  after  the 
imous  X  Y  Z  negotiation,  does  nut  exist,  when 
just  cause  excites  it,  and  give  efficacy  and  sanc- 
tion to  the  principle  contended  for  then,  wbich  I 
hope  will  be  our  motto  now — MiUionifor  dtfetxe, 
aM  not  a  eentfar  tribute. 

Mr.  LroN  spoke  about  ten  minutes  in  reply  ; 
when  a  motion  was  made  lo  adjomn,and  carried, 
at  about  fbur  o'clock. 
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Satordat,  December  3. 
FOFEION   RELATIONS. 

The  uafiaiibed  basioeH  of  yesterday  being 
undeT  coDsiderltion;  and  the  question  pending 
oD  the  first  resolution. reported  by  the  committee 
OD  our  foreign  relations — 

Mr.  Dawbom  MJd,  during  the  very  lengiby  dis- 
CD»ioQ,  which  took  place  ia  ibe  CoiBoiitiee  of 
ihe  Wbole,  on  this  resolutioa,  and  which,  very 
unexpccteilly  to  me,  haa-beea  renened  in  the 
House.  I  hsTe  indulged  tbai  dispositioa  which  I 
generally  feel,  to  be  silent ;  and  have  attended  to 
the  obserTBlioDS  of  other  gentlemen  with  pa- 
tieoce — I  wish  I  could  add  with  pleasure.  Many 
vf  ihem  have  been  periiaent,  pointed,  and  inge- 
oious,  bat,  I  think,  ill-timed. 

Sir.  at  a  ttma  likb  this,  when  danger  threatens 
oat  country  from  rarioos  quarters ;  when  our 
rights  and  independence-haTc  been  Tiolaied,  and 
oar  demands  for  jastice  ansvered  by  new  insults 
aod  injuries  i  and  when  it  is  admitted  by  most 
gentleman,  who  have  spoken,  ibat  the  crisis  bai 
■rrired  when  we  should  iki  as  well  as  speak,  and 
prepareefficieoIiDeasuresto  meet  impeDdingdan- 
gere, — at  such  a  lime,  I  say,  I  did  little  eipect 
that  we  shotild  hare  spent  a  whole,week  in  dls- 
cDasiug  a  declaratory  resdation,  in  support  of 
irbicb  t  did  believe  (hat  every  American  voice, 
he»Tt,  and  hand,  would  have  united ;  that,  forget- 
tiog  local  and  personal  prejudices,  we  should  have 
«ooie  forward  with  a  solemn  and  uosnimous  de- 
claration, "that  we  will  not  submit  lo'ibe  unlaw- 
ful edicts  of  Fraoce  or  Oreal  Brfiain,"  or  auy 
other  earihlr  Power. 

Sir,  had  I  been  on  the  select  commiliee  who 
lusde  the  report  on  the  tabfe,  I  do  not  know  that 
1  ahonid  have  recommended  that  resolution,  be- 
cause I  might  have  thought  it  uunceessary;  but, 
as  it  has  been  brought  forward,  and'as  it  gives 
testimony  to  foreign  nations  of  ourdetermioation 
>  Qiaiiiiain  and  to  vindicate  our  rights,  which 


have  been  too  often  violated,  and 


ippcars  t 


to  be  an  invitation  to  us  all  to  join  in  the  support 
of  those  measures,  which  a  majority  shall  think 
proper  to  adopt,  it  has  mv  'hearty  concurrence. 
What  those  measures  shall  be,  I  will  not  now  de- 
tennine;  when  they  shall  be  presented,  I  shall,  by 
Ibe  permission  of  the  House,  give  my  SDnlimtnIs 
oa  eaehjandalt  ofthemcollectively.  At  present. 
I  irjll  say,  that  my  impressions  are  in  favor  of 
adhering  lo  the  lystem  Which  we  adopted  at  the 
last  session,  for  enforcing  it  with  (he  utmost  rigor, 
sad  for  backing  it  with  measures  of  a  ilronger 
character.  If,  however,  on  candid  inveiligation, 
I  shall  be  convinced  that. these  impressions  are 
wrong,  I  shall  most  readily  relinquish  them,  and 
advocate  that  system  best  calculated  to  secure  the 
boDor,  interest,  and  indepeodeiice  of  the  country; 
at  all  events,  1  shall  be  iouod  among  the  foremost 
ID  '*  plaeiag  the  country  in  a  more  complete  state 
of  deTenee,"  and,  if  neceisarv,  of  ofleoce.  This 
has  been  my  policy  for  the  iail  five  years,  and 
Ood  knows  I  have  tto  cause  to  change  It. 

At  present,  I  hope  that  we  shall  take  the  ques- 
tion oa  this  deolaration,  and  proceed  to  do  some- 
thing. 


I  have  another  reason  for  wishing  lliis  resolu- 
tioD  to  pass  without  delay.  The  questioo,  and 
the  only  question,  before  the  House  is.  "  whether 
we  can  submit  to  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  ;"  (for  the  embargo,  about  which  we  hare 
heard  so  much,  is  not  even  recommended  by  the 
select  committee ;)  and  on  this  auestion  ihe  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  have  been  deliberating 
for  a  whole  week.  What  effect',  1  auk  you,  sir,  is 
this  calculated  to  have  oo  those  who  do  not  see 
or  hear  what  course  our  debates  have  lakeo  7  and 
what  effect  is  it  calculated  lo  have  on  foreign  na- 
tions, when  our  deeds  are  frequently  misun- 
derstood, and  more  frequently  misrepresented  p 
A  very  bad  one,  I  fear.  I  have  another  and  third 
reason  for  wishing  this  resolution  to  pass.  A  ru- 
mor has  gone  aoroad,  unrounded  I  hope,  that 
there  are  two  parties  in  this  country,  Ihe  one  un- 
der French,  the  other  under  British  influence. 
This  resolution  is  calculated  to  do  away  thai  im- 
presiioD,  and,  backed  by  the  measures  which  I 
expect  it  will  be,  totally  annihilate  it,  aiid  con- 
vince the  world  thai  we  are  a  united  people,  de- 
termined and  able  to  oppose  avy  nation  which 
dares  to  violate  our  rights  ;  that,  while  We  respect 
the  rights  of  others,  we  Will  defend  our  own. 

If  other  genlleitten  view  this  resolution  as  1 
do,  I  hope  they  will  permit  the  question  to  be 
taken,  and  the  several  resolutions  lo  be  referred, 
whereby  we  may  be  able  to  do  something ;  ana 
action,  lo  my  judgment,  will  have  more  effect 
than  all  our  tardy  negotiations,  declarations,  or 
all  the  eloquence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  MoHTOOKEBT  said,  he  could  have  wished 
very  much  that  nil  dlscus.<ion  should  bare  taken 

Slace  on  the  first  resolution.  He  considered  i(  a 
eclaraiion  by  this  House,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  edicts  were  prostration 


been  that  it  would  have  comported  more  with  the 
respect  due  to  the  nation,  that  a  silent  vote  should 
have  been  taken  upon  it;  but,  as  discussion  had 
been  provoked,  it  must  be  met.  Being  a  member 
of  the  commiliee  which  brought  in -ihe  report,  he 
could  not.  under  the  circumstances,  reconcile  it 
to  his  feelings  to  give  a  silent  vote. 

The  proposition  before  the  House,  said  he,  is 
called,  and  may  by  many  be  considered  as  an  ab- 
stract proposition.  In  general,  I  am  averse  10 
abstract  legislation,  because  it  leave*  the  House 
in  precisely  the  same  situation  as  it  found  it.  But 
there  are  instances  in  which  ihe  urgency  Of  the 
case  requires  a  departure  from  the  genetal  rule. 
And  if  there  ever  was  an  occasion  i6  which  ihis 
was  proper,  the  present  furnishes  an  eiample, 
France,  applied  to  for  redress  of  grievances  com- 
miited  on  you,  scorns  you,  and  gives  no  answer. 
England  has  given  an  answer,  and  in  it  utterly 
refuses  to  do  you  justice.  We  may  becupsidered 
now  at'  on  the  very  verge  of  war.  Is  not  this, 
then,  one  of  the  occasions  whicb  loudly  calls  for 
such  a  declaration  as  ihu?  Again,  an  abstract 
proposition  may  ooDiain  a  great  leading  principle 
which  shall  mark  the  character  of  ihe  times.  We 
find,  ia  1774,  when  oar  ancestors  were  oppressed 
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and  aitempieJ  to  be  reduced  to  slavery,  that  ihey 
came  forward  before  tbe  people,  sod  it  was  not 
coasidered,  at  that  time,  improper  lo  make  a  dec- 
laralioD  similar  to  the  present.  In  pa^e  78  of  the 
Journals  of  the  CongreM  of  1T74,  we  find  this 
declaration : 

[Mr.  M.  bere  quoted  th«  declaralion'  of  oar 
rights  made  ni  that  time.] 

Tbus  we  find  when  oar  ancestors  were  oppresii- 
ed  by  England,  and  on  the  verge  of  a  war,  they 
thought  it  proper  and  eipedienl,  and  not  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  ihat'there  should 
be  a  declaralion  marking  the  character  of  the 
times.  It  is  important  in  another  view,  that 
there  should  besomeihing  of  this  kind.  Mlsrep- 
Teseniatians  of  the  most  atrocious  sort  have  gone 
abroad, and  it  is  important  that  ibey  ihoitld  be 
put  down.  To  prove  thai  soeh  misrepresenta- 
tions esist  here,  and  in  England,  it  is  only  neces< 
tary  to  mention  that  a  libelloua  pamphlet,  Pick- 
ering's  letter,  went  through  eight  editions  in  Eng- 
land, one  in  Scotland,  and  one  in  Ireland.  From 
these  circumstances,  it  is  highly  proper  Ihit  these 
things  should  be  met  and  put  (town  by  a  plaii 
statetnent  of  facts. 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  accused  of  wailing  pnb- 
lic  time.  This  accusation  comes  ongraciously 
from  a  quarter,  which,  it  will  be  recollected,  las' 
week  occupied  the  House  three  days — on  what 
On  a  question  which  involved  in  it  a  violation  of 
national  confidence.  If  we  divide  the  waste  of 
time  among  us  all,  we  shall  find  thtit  that  gentle- 
man has  ha<l  his  full  proportion, 

This  report  has  been  said  to  consist  of  episode, 
prologue,  and  epilogXie;  and  the  committee  have 
Deen  attacked  from  various  qnarlers.  It  ought  to 
be  recollected  by  gentlemen  that  otbefs  in  the 
House  have  feelings  as  well  as  themselves.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Virginia  tells  us,  thai  the  report 
contains  nothing,  and  has  sagaciously  discovered 
that  no  bill  can  be  bottomed  on  the  Srst  resolu- 
tion ;  and  another  zenlleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  QoiNCTjityles  the  report  loathsome  and 
disgraceful.  ■  When  the  subject  was  referred  to 
the  committee  they. acted  on  it  in  tbe  manner 
which  their  duty  required,  and  made  such  a  re- 
port as  they  thought  proper,  to  which  no  ill  lan- 
guage can  attach  disgrace.  I  therefore  hope  and 
expect  that  tbe  gentleman  will  not  persiti  in  the 
words  he  has  used,  but  retract  them,  from  the  re- 
spect which  he  owes  to  the  House  and  lo  the  com- 
mittee. If  the  expression  be  persisted  in,  how- 
ever, I  must  lay,  as  one  of  the  committee,  that 
sQcblaaguagz  is' indecorous  an<J  unmanly,  and 
does  not  comport  with  the  manners  of  a  gentle- 
man. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  a  few  days 
ago,  by  his  magic  iiowers,  transported  us  to  Brit- 
ish ground,  and  told  us  ihe  embargo  must  be  re- 
pealed ;  that  the  people  would  not  sobmit  to  it ; 
that  it  was  impossible  to  continue  it  longer.  He 
staled,  too,  and  went  into  a  long  calculation  to 
prove  it,  that  the  people  of  ihe  United  States  had 
not  firmness  to  bear  the  embargo.  Is  this  lan- 
guage novell  Look  at  British  Ministerial  pa- 
pers and  pamphlets,  and  it  is  no  more  a  norelty ; ' 


it  is  the  very  language  of  British  papers  ingrafted 
into  Tory  papers  here.  But  the  gentlemaa  and 
tbe  English  nation,  loo,  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States  will  bear  any  state 
uf  things  rather  than  slavery  and  submission. 
The  Ministry  of  Britain  also  will  know  it. 


,  when  we  examine  the  Journals  of 
Congress  in  1774,  as  was  dona  by  my  worthy 
frieiul  from  Massachusetts  1  We  find  that  Coq> 
gtess  did  adopt  a  non-ira  portal  ion  and  a  non-ex- 
porlatioQ  law  in  1774;  in  1775  they  were  not 
repealed  ;  and  in  1776  they  were  in  full  force  and 
operation;  and  do  exportation  took  place  unless 
by  special  grant  of  Congress.  The  genllemaD 
says  there  was  no  such  word  as  embargo  in  1770. 
There  was  not,  sir ;  but  still  the  embargo  system 
was  in  full  operation. 

But,  the  gentleman  warns  us  not  to  invoke  the 
spirit  of  1776.  He  says,  it  is  to  be  put  out  of  the 
debate,  together  with  the  word  tribute.  What" 
may  be  called  the  apirit  of  1776,  sir  1  The  spirit 
of  a  WiauiNQTOH.  What  is  tbe  spirit  of  whieli 
the  centlfllnan  talked  so  much,  the  other  day,  a* 
existing  in  the  Eastern  States?  It  may  be  called 
a  Pickering  spirif.  The-  former  was  that  which 
animated  the  heroes  of  1774, 177S,  1776— which 
inspired  the  Councils  of  the  nation  wilh  zesJ  in 
their  country's  service,  and  achieved  our  inde- 
pendence. What  is  this  spurious  Pickering  spi- 
rit! It  is  a  spirit  emanating  from  delusion,  die- 
simulation,  disappointed  ambition,  and  gross, 
palpable,  and  execrable  misrepresentations.  What 
does  it  lead  tol  Patriotism!  I  deny  it.  To 
regular  government,  or  union?     I  deny  it. 

[Mr.  Montgomehv  was  hire  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Bljiccledoe;  and  the  Sfeieeb observed  thai 
it  was  desirable  thai  the  gentleman  should  avoid 
personal  applications  of  bis  remarks.] 

Mr.  M.  con  tinned, — I  dm  under  the  direction  of 
[he  Chair  ;  the  situation  of  the  country,  (besita- 
ation  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  operation  of 
this  pernicious  spirit  must  be  lay  apology  foi 
transgressing  the  rules  of  tbe  House.  But  Iha 
spirit  of  1776  it  that  which  I  hope  at  this  partic- 
ular crisis  every  man  will  feel;  it  creates  uoa- 
ity  and  harmony.  We  ought  to  scout  eTety- 
ihing  which  looks  like  disunion  and  dismembcc- 
roeni.  The  gentleman  warns  us  against  calliitg 
up  the  spirit  of  1776.  As  I  understood  the  laa- 
guBge  which  fell  from  him,  it  amounted  simply 
10  this:  In  the  times  preceding  1776,  England 
parsed  certain  statutes,  which  were  considered 
oppressive,  and  encroaching  on  our  rights,  and 
the  people  resisted  ihem.  la  1807  a  law  waa 
passed  by  the  Government  of  the  Union,  which 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  Stales,  by  the  agency 
of  misrepresentation  aud  falsehood,  have  been 
taught  to  believe  oppressive  on  them,  and  IhaC 
they  will,  therefore,  resist  it.  The  spirit  which 
these  misrepresentations  hnVe  produced  may  be 
'tiled  disaSeclion  which,  in  fact,  is  Toryism,Eir; 
and  the  disaSifCteii  are  Tocies.  Gentlemen  who 
say  that  the  embargo  is  a  violation  of  their  i-ighia, 
-nd  that  they  will  resist  it,  ate  styled  abroad  aa 
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tite  p&rtrsBns  of  (hat  spirit,  wnieh  I  amTorbiddeo 
by  the  Speaker  lo  name  ',  and,  it  is  considered  in 
Eoglind,  .that  ID  thii  country  there  are  but  the 
two  parties,  that  which  now  supports  the  Admin' 
istraiioD,  and  (hat  which  I  hare  named. 

It  is  to  he  regretted  that  such  s  state  of  things 
exbts,  but  that  it  does  pxist  appears  from  (he 
avowed  sen(iineDts  of  ffenllemen  aa  this  floor. 
WbjareyoQ  told  (ha(  if  you  continue  the  em- 
bargo (he  people,  will  resist  it  7  Why  are  you 
toliTtbat  it  cBDnVt  be  enforced  1  Why  is  this 
langUBKc  uiled  1  In  terrorem,  I  suppose ;  and  in- 
•arrection  is  predicted  as  (he  consequence.  But 
we  lire  undeca  GoTernment  of  laws,  sir,  and  the. 
lawm  are  our  sorercigns.  If  those  persons,  (hen, 
are  the  wealthy'classof  citizens,  which  it  is  given 
US  to  anderstand  iheyare,  wilt  it  not  be  highly 
impoiUnt  for  these  gentlemen,  before  (bey  TtoUte 
the  laws  of  their  country  and  create  a  state  of 
anarchy,  to  pause?  tBul,  if  tbey.penist  in  a  vio- 
latioD  of  the  laws,  if  (heir  sails  are  bent,  or  (heir 
anchor  a(rip,  tbey  must  go,  but  they  must  abide 
bf  tb«  consequences. 

But.  nays  (be  gentlemen,  you  mus(  not  name 
the  word  tribute;  you'  must  put  (bat,  taa,  out  of 
(he  argoment.  Why?  Because  it  is  impracti- 
cable that  you  should  pay  tribute  ;  because  you 
must  firsi  go  lo  England,  and  the  very  (tning 
th«ra  prohibits  yj)u  from  going  to  France.  Facts 
■p«afe  louder  ihio  forty  ttinusa ad  such  deClaTalions 
aa  these.  Is  it  not  ascertained  that  there  are  Amer- 
ieait  vessels  now  in  the  very  act  of  infamously 
paying  (ribuie  (o  England?  The  fact  is  incon- 
.  travertiblr.  An  instance  has  lately  occorred  of 
enforcing  this  tribute;  The  brig  Sophia,  pursu- 
ing a  fair  voyage.  She  was  met  and  forced,  by  a 
British  frigate,  to  KO  to  some  port  in  England— 
for  what  1  For  trial  fcr  evading  the  British  ed- 
icts? No;  she  was  carried' by  ^irce' into  Eng- 
land, and  compelled  to  pay  tribute,  and  for  no 
otber  purpose.  She  then  pursued  her  voyage  (o 
the  town  of  Baltimorej  and  thousands  of  the  pa- 
triotic inhabitants,  indignant  at  the  disgrace,  got 
■he  cargo,  on  which  ihetribute^ad  been  paid, and 
consisaed  it  to  the  flames.  This  wasoot  the  act 
of  a  lawless  mob,  but  of  freemen  iDdignani  at 
paying  tribute,  and  among  them  were  intermia< 
;l«d  X  great  number  of  Revolutionary  patriots. 

Prom  the  eommunieaiions  from  the  Executive, 
dnriog  the  past  and  present  session,  it  appear* 
thai  everythmg  to  be  expec(ed  from  England  is 
al  an  end.  O|<posed  lo  redress  of  any  kind,  the 
oolf  wish  of  France  is,  lba(  w^  should  declare 
war  agaias(  England.  What  is  ibe  iniimation 
which  we  have  received  from  England  ?  Sim- 
ply tbis:  She  tays,  We  hare  obiained  ihe  con- 
quest of  the  ocean,  and  we  have  a  right  to  it,  and 
ererytbing  which  you  enjoy  there  shall  be  ihrouKh 
special  faror.  Ajfain,  England  says.ihat  her  de- 
crees are  lelalialory,  and  being  so,  she  cannot 
recede  fron  them,  becBusa  if  she  docsj  it  wonld 
be  a  coDcession  (o  Fran^,  Here,  then,  is  our 
exact  situation  :  France  will  not  repeal  her 
edict*,  and  England  will  not  repeal  hers  .unless 
Prance  sets  ibe  example.  We  are  brought  to  a 
crnia.    Negotiation  is  at  an  and.    When  the  em- 


bargo was  laid,  negotiation  was  siill  pending, 
(here  was  still. some  glimmering  of  hope  of  ac> 
commodatiOB,  which  is  nowallbutexiiDguished. 
We  have  acted  a  fair,  candid,  and  upright  part  (o 
both;  we  bare  ojfeted  to  both  lo  withdraw  our 
embargo,  as  related  to  (hem,  and  keeping  it  on  as 
related  lo  the  enemy,  if  they  would  withdraw 
their  orders.  Both  have  rejected  the  ofler.  It  is 
incumbent  on  the  nation,  then,  now  to  pursue  a 
firm,  decided,  and  steady  course,  having  parriali- 
tie's  neither  for  the  one  not  (he  other;  and  we 
must  not.be  driven  from  oui  course  by  any  lan- 
guage held  out  iiere  tQ  awe  us. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  observe,  with  respect 
to  the  proposition  before  us,  (hat  it  bad  my  hearty 
assent  in  the  committee,  and  shall  receive  my 
decided  voice  when  I  am  called  upon  to  vote 
on  it. 

Mr.  MouFORD  said,  he  agreed  most  cordially 
with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  had  just 
sat  down;  he  was  decidedly  ia  favor  of  real 
American  measures.  He  hoped  the  time  bad 
now  arrived  when  allwould  unite  in  defence  of 
(hose  principles  of  independence,  and  asaeri  our 
rights ;  he  coincided  in  sentiment  wiih  (hat  gen- 
tleman.In  taking  real  American  ground.  He 
said  that 'having  been  born  in  this  land  of  liberty, 
jind  having  early  learned  to  appreciate  its  value, 
under  the  auspices  of  a  man  whom  bis  country 
delighted  to  honor — who  was  one  of  the  brightest 
ornamenls  of  human  nature,  and  whose  name 
would  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance  aa  long 
as  (he  art  of  printing  shall  endure — he  was  ac- 
customed (0  act  and  think  for  himself)  he  ever 
had  and  would  freely  express  his  humble  opin- 
ions and  maintain  those  independent  Repuhlicau 
principles,  he  had  uniformly  avowed.  He  had  no 
predilections  for  either  Qreat  Britain  or  France; 
his  predilections  were  in  favor  of  his  own  eouQ- 
Iry,  in  preference  to  all.nthers.  He  could  not 
hare  any  for  eiihet  uf  the  belligerents;  (Be  rulers 
of  the  ocean  had  caused  his  father  to  he  burned 
out  of  house  and  home,  for  his  attachment  lo 
Revolutionary  principles,  and  bad  since  robbed 
bis  children  of  ninety  thousand,  dollars.  How 
does  the  account  stantj,  said  he.  with  the  ruler  of 
the  land  ?  1  hold 'in  my  Imod  documents- from 
France,  certiGed  bv  the  American  Consul,  nrhieb 
will  show  that  he  has  sequestered  of  mf  property 
upward  of  flfty  thousand  dollars;  and,  on  a  late 
application  to  the  Emperor,  to  have  that  property 
as  well  as  a  very  large  amount  belonging  toother 
Americana,  in  a  like  predicament,  restored,  we 
were  informed  that  the  decision  of  thar  qaestioo 
was  put  off  for  the  preseoi ;  and,  on  cumparing 
notes  with.^be  merchants,  in  different  parts  oi 
.the  Uoi(ed  Stales,  it  will  appear  that  the  seques- 
tration of  American  property  by  the  Governments, 
under  (he  control  of  Ibe  French  Emperor,  would 
likelyexceed  twelve  millions  of  dollars;  and  all 
the  merchants'  correspondents  in  France  agree  in 
stating  that  the  restoration  of  (heir  properly  de- 
pends upon  what  course  -bur  Government  will 
pursue.  They  say,  if  you  will  join  them,  your 
property  will  be  restored  to  you.  For  my  part, 
■ir,  I  will  not  only  saetifioe  my  -fifty  thousand 
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dollars,  but  my  all,  sooner  than  Edbmit  to  the 
maDtlates  of  any  foreiga  Power  on  eatih. 

Mr.  M.  said,  that  the  whole  caiabgue  of  wrongs 
and  aKsressioQB  from  ihe  Iwo  great  belHgertois, 
which  had  bfen  officiiUy  connuaaicaiedtotheiii, 
and  which  had  been  since  to  emphaiically  de- 
■cribedby  the  genllemaa  fram  Keaiucky:Oa  his 
left,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  bad  filled  hU  mind  with  m- 
digoalion  ;  and,  if.  he  koew  the  character  of  Lis 
counlrymeD,  aod  he  thousht  he  did,  (bey  would 
•1)  say,  soooer  perish  (he  United  States  than  sub- 
mil  to  the  mandates  of  any  ToreigD  GovErnmeni 
on  eatih.  But,  while  he  wonld  take  a  decided 
slaod  as  it  regarded  those  two  great  belligereots. 
he  could  not  see  aiky  good  reason  why  .wesbould 
not  cultiTale  a  frieDdsbrp  with  those  who  had 
thown  a  disposilion  to  receiye  as  on  friendly 
terms.  He  had  not  heard  it  said  that  such  a 
measure  would  compromit  tbe  aaiion's  hooor, 
and  he  was  iacapable  of  adToeatingaDymeasure 
that  he  thought  would  deioeaie  in  the  least  from 
tbehoDor  or  his  country.  Then,  why  not  relieve 
OUT  citizens  1  And,  if  it  should  be  deemed  advi- 
■ahle,  authorize  them  to  arm  in  defence  of  ibeir 
eommefce  as  our  ancestors  did  in  1776  and  leave 
it  to  iheir  tngeauity,  and  (hey  will  Soa  a  market 
for  the  whole  surplus  productions  ol  our  saiW 

He  bad  no  objeciionp  to  tbe  first,  nor  (a  the  last 
resolutions  of  the  committee;  they  bad  in  Com- 
mtt(ee,  and  did  here,  meet  bin  en(ire concurrence, 
as  well  as  (be  first  member  of  the  second  resolu- 
tion, excluding  from  our  waters  all  armed  ships 
of  the  belligerents  having  decrees  or  orders 
against  our  eommercej  bul,  be  was  not  so  well 
satisfled  with  the  last  member  of  the  second  reso- 
lution }  it  was,  iu  his  humble  opioiou,  approach- 
ing closely  anon  a  declaration  of  war,  and  he 
doubted  wnetner  it  was  now  the  proper  time  for 
it.  Whenever  that  time  shaJl  come  when  we 
hare  no  other  alternsiLveand  mast  have  recourse 
to  the  dernier  resort  of  nations,  he  now  repeated 
wliat  he  had  before  s^id,  that  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  contest;  and  he  hbped,  in  the  mean- 
wbile,  all  the  vulnerable,  points  in  -every  part  of 
the  Union  would  be  placM  in  a  complete  posture 
of  defence. 

I  hare,  said  he,  [ong  entertained  doubts  aboot 
Ihe  policy  of  eatangliag  ourselves' in  alliances 
with  the  Old  World.  France  and  Great  Britain 
have,  for -ages,  waged  a  war  of  extermination.  It 
is  very  tnie  they  have,  every  now  and  then,  made 
a  truce,  but  such  are  their  prejudices  and  irre- 
concilable euraity  toward  eacn  other,  that,  among 
'  the  variety  of  their  cooliadictions,  ihey  even  in- 
vite the  winds  of  the  heavens  to  grind  their  food 
in  opposite  diiections.  And  shall  ite  enlist  not 
only  our  pasiioos  and  prejudices  but  those  of  our 
posterity  tn  their  disputes  and  quarrels  whenever 
they  cboote  to  go  to  war?  He  hoped  not,  and 
he  was  inclined  to  let  them  fight  their  own  battles 
in  their  own  way,  and  we  would  aaiert  oQr  just- 
rigfata  in  our  own  way. 

We  represent  a  tb  in  king  nation,  slow  to  anger, 
bat  jealous  of  their  rights.  Let  us  take  care  not 
lo  infringe  upon  their  inestimable  pririlegea. 
This  i*  B  QovemiDeDt  of  laws,  and  ibey  must  be 


obeyed ;  onr  very  existence  depends  upon  the 
faithful  execution  of  those  laws,  but  they  should 
he  reasonable.  If  they  hear  hard  upon  aop  of 
our  citizens,  they  have  the  undoubted  Coostitn- 
tiona!  right  to  petition  against  Ibeir  grievances. 
The  laws  can  only  be  repealed  or  amended  in  a 
CoDsiJtutional  manner,  aiid,  from  the  virtue  al- 
ready displayed  by  the  American  people,  I  doubt 
not  that  they  will  persevere  onto  the  end. 

Mr.  Nelson  said,  be  bad  long  r«naiiied  aileut 
on  this  que^ioQ,  and  had  intetided  still  to  remain 
so ;  but  arguments  had  been  u:Kd  so  extremely 
improper,  in  his  opinion,  that  he  considered  it  a 
duty  which  he  owed  to -himself  and  to  his  con- 
stituents to  make  a  reply  to  them. 

It  has  been  said,  observed  Mr.  N.,  thai  the  first 
resolution  is  an  abstract  proposition,  and  talally 
unnecessary  to  be  acted  on.  I  deny  tbeastertion, 
and  maintain  this  doctrine — that  it  is  necessary, 
ifwemeanto  preserve  our  rights  and  liberties, 
that  we  should,  from  time  to  time,  recur  back  to 
first  principles.  Since  the  year '76  great  changes 
have  taken  place  io  this  country.  A  spirit  of 
commerce,  of  self-aggraodvEemenl — a  ~spirit  of 
avarice,  has  seized  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  this  country  ;  so  much  so,  that  the  ori- 
ginal principle  on  which  theOovernment  isfound- 
ed,  is,  io  a  great  measure,  neglected  ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  say,  tbat  there  should  be  some  pnblie  ex- 
pression of  the  sentiments  of  the  nation.  In  this 
country  we  have  now  no  other  mode  of  eipress- 
Mg  our  sentiments  on  any  subject  than  by  reso- 
lution. In  England  and  other  countries  under  ■ 
monarchical  Wvernment,  whenever  a  commuai- 
ide  by  the  King,  an  answer  is  retarn- 


lU  communications  from  the  Execu- 
tive in  writing;  no  answer  is  returned  ;  tbe  sub- 
jects embraced  by  the  Message  are  divided  bfr  , 
tween  the  difie rent  committees;  and  no  ezpretston 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  can  be  obtained 
but^n  this  way — by  reEolBiion.  I  therefore  eon* 
lend  that  it  Is  not  only  proper  and  correct,  but 
highly  neoesMry  that  this  resolution,  .the  first, 
should  be  passed. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  in  different  parts 
of  this  House  so  much  warmth  of  expressioo, 
when  tbe  times  call  fora  very  different  coarse  of 
proceeding.  To  ma  it  seems  highly  improper, 
because  my  opinion  differs  from  that  of  ■Doiliei' 
gentleman,  that  I  should  make  use  of  harab  if  not 
mdecotoui  language  toward  him.  How  are  we 
situated  at  this  lime,  sir?  We  are  said  to  be  on 
tlie  very  verge  of  a  war.  Nay  it  is  doubtful  vrhe- 
ther  we  are  not  at  war.  With  whom  7  With 
two  of  the  greatest  nation's  in  the  world.  Is  this, 
then,  a  time  for  violent  language  T  Far  frcMD  it. 
I  wish  there  was  a  spirit  of  conciliation  in  the 
House.  I  would  permit  to  others  tbe  free  exer- 
cise and  expression  of, their  opinion,  and  I  hope 
tbey  will  bare  the  same  charity  for  me.  I  wish 
that  irritating  Ungnage  should  be  done  away. 
This  is  not  a  question  whether  one  party  or  nno- 
ther  should  be  uppermost,  but  it  is  a  great  nn- 
tional' question,  in  which  I  hope  every  party  iriU 
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oaite;  ind,  with  ihne  wishes,  I  could  not  help 
TCiTTctting  whcD  a  groileman  ftom  the  Euiern 
eoualrf  told  us  tbtt  our  laws  co&ld  not  he  execu- 
ted. I  do  not  beliere  that  (he  gentlemaD  is  cor- 
rect.  I  trnit  in  Ood  thai  thelawscaa  beezecDted, 
(hat  there  is  patriatiam  enoDgh  (o  insure  their 
eieeation.  And  if  doses  ofwarib  wiier  will  not 
bring  the  opponeDls  of  the  eiecutioa  of  the  laws 
to  their  sensf  ■,  the  other  pirt  of  ^angrado'*  pre- 
seripIioD  must  be  tried.  1  shonld  b«  sorry  to  see 
Uo«mI  ipilt  in  ibis  way,  sir;  hm  it  is  neeessarr 
(hat  the  laws  should  M  ezccated;  and  if  thejr 
eaanot  be  enforced  in  one  way  they  mast  be  in 
another.  When,  boweTer,  I  bear  one  gentleman 
rrom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Qu(nc:t)  say  that  the 
laws  cannot  be  ezeculedgand  another  (Mr. Bacon) 
say  diSereDiIy,  in;  onruion  is  in  an  equilibri"-^ 
balanced  between  the  two;  and  I  fancy  thi 
would  be  the  best  way  to  say  thai  both  area  little 
mistaken.  I  believe  thai  (be  Eastern  people  hare 
as  mneb  palriotism  as  the  Soutbern ;  that  tfaey 
can  sDppori  their  righis  I  well  know,  and  have 
not  a  doubt  that  they  will.  If  any.  portion  of  ibe 
people  should  attempt  to  prevent-ihc  execution  of 
(be  laws,  I  imst  there  is  power  enough  to  put 
them  down.  The  people  of  their  own  neighbor- 
hood will  iali«  care  and  see  the  laws  properly 
execdied. 

This  question  baa  been  strangely  argued,  sad 
in  discussing  it  gentlemen  have  strayed  widely 
froin  the  potot,  and  myself  as  much  u  any ;  but 
I  considered  myself  jjtliSahle  from  the  eiample 
tet  me  by  others.  I  have  not  wisdom  enough  to 
say  what  is  the  wisest  course  to  pursue.  I  am  not 
attached  to  any  particular  couue,  although'  the 
embargo  has  always  appeared  lometobethehest. 
If  any  gentleman  trill  propose  any  other  coarse, 
which  he  can  satisfy  me  will  be  more  beoeSeial 
lo  the  people  at  large,  ]  shall  be' willing  to  adapt 
it;  and  I  do  not  think  that  (he  gentlemen  show 
much  pBtriotism,  when  they  undertake,  because, 
they  say  ibey  are  ia  the  minority,  to  carp  at  the 
plans  of  tfae  majority,  and  refuse  to  offer  one 
themselves.  I  think,  at  this  time,  they  shaald 
come  forward  with  a  plan  j  and  I'declare  to  Ood 
if  any  genileman  brings  forward  a  plan,  which 
will  properly  supersede  (his,  I  will  adopt  it  wilh- 
DDI  lookmg  from  what  quarter  ircomes.  As  to  nice 
eaicolatioD,  we  have  had  it  over  and  over  again, 
and  1  think  it  as  useless  for  a  man  to  gel  np  and 
recapiialaie  for  two  or  three  hours,  what  baa  been 
•o  ofien  said,  as  il  is  lo  spend  (he  same  time  in 
aisDnent  to  prove  the  truth  of  a  proposition 
which  no  man  denied. 

Mr.  Mac  on  said,  before  (be  question  was  taken, 
he  wished  (□  make  a  few  observations,  in  doing 
which  he  would  endeavor  lo  fellow  (he  advice  of 
ibegcndemanfrom  Maryland  (Mr.  Nglaon)  who 
had  just  sal  doarn ;  neitner  to  repeat  what  others 
had  said.  Dor  lo  make  a  long  speech.  Me  felt  no 
dispoaition  to  fatigue  the  House  or  to  tire  bim> 

Mr.  M.  sard  he  had,  stated  when  he  introduced 
several  resolutions  some  days  past,  that  iliere  were 
bat  three  all e natives — submission  to  the  edicts. 
of  the  two  belligeieDbi  who  had  injared  u»— wu  { 


— or  a  continuance  of  (he  embargo.  If  there  were 
any  other  be  bad  not  discovered  il,  nor  had  any 
one  yet  told  the  House  of  anolher ;  but  if  anv 
otherproductivegf  tfae  same  endsshould  beofiercd, 
(hat  would  he  more  satisfactory  to  others,  he  was 
not  so  much  aittacbed  to  the  embargo  as  to  pre- 
vent his  voting  for  that. 

Do  we  know,  said  Mr.  M„  that  wa  have  a 
single  friend  in  the  civilized  world  1  We  have 
aotHannibalat  the  gate;  but  Rome  and  Carthage 
have  both  decLered  against  us.  Unoa  our  own 
means  atone  wc  must  depend,  and  if  properly 
managed,  tbey  are  equal  lo  ibe  crisis. 

The  second  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  M.  said,  was  in  substance  the  same  with 
two  that  he  had  moved.  On  this  subject  he  bad 
refiecied  much,  ool  only  since  his  arrival  hefe, 
but  while  at  home.  Oa  tfae  subject  of  the  em- 
bargo, he  had  endeavored  toasceriaio  (be opinion 
of  well  informed  merchants  and  oavigalors,  not 
of  one  political  party,  but  of  both.  The  result  of 
the  inquiry  was  that  the  embargo  was  a  wise  mea- 
sure, and  It  was  considered  by  some  to  have  saved 
to  the  United  Slates  Gfiy  ihousand  sailors  and 
fifty  millions  of  property.  This  was  tfae  smallest 
number  of  either  which  had  been  mentioned  to 
him,  and  was  not  considered  too  high. 

If  vou  raise  Ihe  embargo,  said  Mr.  M.,  what  will 
you  iio  1  Submission  is  out  uf  the  question ;  and 
there  is  no  proposition  fur  war  on  your  table.  This 
proof  that  all  eonitider  our  present  situation 
batter  than  actual  war ;  and  in  my  opinion,  iha 

Lbaigu,  aided  by  the  second  resotutioa  wQieh 
proposes  a  noD-intercourse,  will  produce  all  the 
effects  which  can  be  desired  by  us  on  the  two 
great  belligereni  nations.  Thesecood  resolniioa 
proposes  \o  pal  both  these  nations  on  Ibe  same 
fooling.  In  their  conduct  to  us  there  is  not  muah, 
f  any  difference.  Great  Britain  impresses  our 
leamen  and  attacked  Ihe  Chesapeake  frigate,  and 
Prance  pays  do  regard  lo  the  treaty  which  now 
exist*  between  the  two  countries.  In  everything 
else  I  eunfider  them  as  actiog  towards  us  alike, 
lOd  at  all  times  on  ihe  same  principles.  At  thia 
noment  we  have  a  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
ion  of  certain  goods  from  Qreat  Britain,  and  the 
armed  ships  of  thai  oatioo  are  prohibited  by  pio- 
clamation  from  coming  into  otir  waters.  Adopt 
the  resolution  and  you  place  the  two  nations  on 
the  same  fooling,  and  if  one  or  both  shall  not  like 
the  ailnatioD,  they  know  haw  to  gel  out  o/  it.  We 
only  want  them  to  act  justly  towards  us,  and 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  trading  to  this  or  ibat 
place  under  preaent  circumi lances,  they  seem  to 
forget  the  omnipotence  of  ibe  English  fleet,  and 
that  to  carry  on  llieir  desired  trade,  tbey  must  fight 
their  way  through  tbst  fleeL  Permit  me,  sir,  to 
addafew  wordsasto  war  with  both  nations.  Both 
have  long  endeavored  to  get  us  into  the  war  on 
iheir  side,  and  if  we  bow  go  to  war  with  both,  il 
will  be  only  a  nominal  war  with  France,  while 
it  will  bean  aeluat  war  with  England;  and  so 
long  as  the  British  fleet  prevents  a  French  vessel 
from  tailing  on  the  ocean,  so  long  the  war  will  be 
only  nominal  with  France,  because  we  shaU  never 
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meet.'  Tbis  to  my  mind  is  aa  addiiionnl  reason, 
to  induce  ue  to  try  ihe  embargo  some  time  longer. 
To  me  il  ia  clear  as  nodn-day,  that  you  cannot 
trade  except  (o  Qreat  Britaio  and  ber  dependen- 
cies without  Gghiio^  your  way  [brough  ber  fleet. 
I  have  another  reason  for  wishing  to  try  the  em- 
bargo some  lime  longer,  and  to  bare  it  amended 
ID  such  manner  as  to  prevent  evasioo.  It  is  this ; 
that  from  the  earliest  age  of  our  country,  we  bare 
believed  that  by  withholding  our  auppliei  and 
withdrawing  from  the  ocean  for  awhile,  we  could 
btiag  the  most  powerful  European  nation  to  fair 
terms.  The  experiment  is  now  making,  and  1 
am  desirous  that  it  should  be  fairly  made ;  that  if 
it  succeed  we  shall  know  the  value  of  the  measure 
and  ifit  fail,  hereafter  we  may  not, depend  oa  it, 

Somegeotlemen,  living  not  very  far  from  me, 
have  advanced  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  car- 
rying trade,  against  which  I  now,  as  I  always  have 
done,  whenever  I  have  heard  them  advanced,  pro- 
test. 1  am  DOW  willing,  and  always  was  willing 
to  go  as  far  as  any  member  of  the  House  in  the 
protection  of  the  trade  which  fairly  grew  out  of 
the  agriculture  and  fisheries  of  the  United  Stales. 
I  never  wilt  consent  to  risk  the  best  interest  of  the 
nation,  for  a  trade  which  we  can  carry  oD,  only 
when  Europe  is  at  war.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
maintaia  lhis«i  this  time,  notwitbuianding  the 
cry.  that  a  part  of  the  United  Slates  are  not  only 
willing  to  cramp  trade  hut  to  destroy  it.  A  re- 
currence 10  the  laws  will  show  the  great  encour- 
a^ment  which  has  been  given  to  it.  Is  the  draw- 
back notbini;?  Are  the  discriminating  duties 
nothing  1  Besidea  these,  many  other  things  have 
been  done  for  trade.  Altemiit  to  re|)eal  only  od« 
of  them,  and  you  will  immediately  produce  a  fer- 
menl  among  the  merchants.  Ask  tne  sjiilor  loo, 
who  is  brought  home  by  the  Oovernment,  if  noth- 
ioft  haa  been  done  for  him  1 

The  uncommon  state,  in  which  Europe  has 
been  placed  by  the  last  and  the  present  war.  ought 
to  make  us  at  least  cautious,  not  to  enter  into  war 
iritb  France  and  England,  provided  we  can  by 
just  means  keep  out  of  it.  There  ii  no  visible 
object  for  which  they  are  contending,  unless  it 
be  for  the  mastery  of  Europe.  They  have  hy 
■ome  means  or  other  involved  every  nation  in 
Europe  in  Their  warsand  quarrels,  and  have  nearly 
ruined  and  destroyed  all  of  them.  When  genile- 
mea  speak  of  the  evils  which  we  suffer,  not  I  say 
in  consequence  of  the  embargo,but  ofihelr  wicked 
orders  and  decrees,  let  (hemcompare  our  ajtuation, 
and  that  too  as  bad  ai  ihey  declare  it,  with  jbai 
of  any  nalioo  which  has  gone  into  the  war.  and 
Ibey  wiU  find  that  we  have  cause  to  rejoice.  Com' 
pare  it  with  that  of  Sweden,  who  has  not  suffered 
BO  much  asmany  others,  and  they  must  be  satis- 
fied that  our  situation  is  far  belter  than  that  of  the 
Swedes.  We  have  enough  of  the  nece.<saries  of 
life  to  make  us  content,  and  there  is  no  nation  in 
the  world,  at  this  time,  that' enjoys  more  of  the 
tuTnrles  of  Europe  and  of  the  East  and  West  In- 
dies than  we  do;  in  a  word^  none  that  enjoys 
more  of  the  good  things  of  this  world. 

We  have  heanl  as  ranch  said  about  the  possi- 
bility of  a  trade  10  SpaiD,  to  PoriDgal,  to  the  West 


Indies,  and  to  Sonth  America,  as  if  that  trade  was 
lairly  open  to  us  and  perfectly  secure.  But  when 
you  compare  (his  with  what  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Mcmfohd)  told  us  about  the 
French  officer,  and  the  dispositions  of  the  people 
of  Orleans  (and  1  regret  he  mentioDed  ihera,  be- 
cause they  have  no  delegate  here,)  your  attention 
will  be  drawn  from  this,  possible  Inuie,  to  the 
troops  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Jamaica;  I  will  not 
hazard  s  conjecture  as  to  their  destination,  but  I 
will  say  we  ought  not  to  forget  ibem.  When  I 
was  up  before  I  mentioned  the  spirit  of  .TS.  A 
gentleman  from  MassaehuBetts  (Mr.  Q,DHfcr)  ba* 
since  made  many  remarks  on  that  spirit,  but  ai  be 
has  already  been  eatisfaciority  answered  by  oth- 
ers, I  shall  only  add,  that  it  was'a  spirit  of  firm* 
ness,  a  spirit  of  persereraDce,  a  spirit  delei* 
mined  not  10  surrender  the  rights  of  the  nation, 
and  further,  that  it  was  a  pacific  spirit;  haviog 
told  the  world,  that  the  United  Slates  were  in- 
dependeat,  it  only  required  of  Oieal  Britain  to 
withdraw  her'  troops  and  do  ns  justice. 

Qenilemen  seem  from  tbeir  arguments  to  sup- 
pose, that  only  one  part  of  the  Union  is  interested 
on  this  subject.  It  is  a  subject,  sir,  in  which  the 
whole  nation  hae'a  common  interest.  Foreign 
nations  undertake  to  dictate  to  you,  and  to  tax 

¥iu,  andyet  oOTy  one  partof  the  people  interested! 
he  same  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  seemed 
to  consider  ii  a  question  of  trade-  Be  it  so,  for 
the  sake  of  argument.  Then  he  fully  prov^  to 
my  mind,  that  if  the  embargo  was  ofi,  we  should 
have  Ijlile  or  no  trade,  because  he  mys  there  is  no 
danger  of  your  paying  tribute  to  England,  for  this 
plain  leason,  ibal  if  you  go  there,  you  cannot  go 
(hence  to  France  or  her  dependencies,  without 
your  property  being  conSscated.  Then,  sir,  carrf 
all  theproditceof  ihli  nation  to  England,  without 
the  right  to  go  elsewhere  for  a  market,  and  yoa 
instantly  glut  that  niarket;  and  experience  ha* 
taught  us,  thai  under  aticb  citcums lances,  the  price 
would  scarcely  pay  the  charges  and  duties.  L>et 
it  not  he  forgotten  that  when  we  had  a  ton  of 
war  with  France,  the  price  of  tobacco  fell  to  a.1- 
most  nothing,  compared  to  that  which  it  bore 
before. 

lspeBkaftobacco,becauseI  am  better  acquainted 
with  the  price  of  that  than  any  other  article 
which  we  export.  Before  the  war  it  was  tea 
dollars  per  hundred  at  Petersburg,  in  Virginia, 
and  in  great  demand  ;  and  before  the  war  ended, 
it  was  not  more  than  three  dollars  at  the  Banre 
p!ace,and  noiin  demand.  The  irne  cause  of  thta 
fall  in  the  price,  was  understood  to  be,  that  all  the 
British  markets  were completely^lulted, and  thct 
there  was  great  diSttulty  in  geltmc  it  to  a  mar- 
ket on  the  Conliiieot  of  Europe.  How  baa  this 
same  article  been  affected  at  the  same  place  by 
the  etnbargol  When  it  wa«liid,lbe  price  there 
did  not  exceed  four  and  a  half  dollars,  and  it  has 
not  been  less  than  three  since.  This,  lo  ray  mind 
fully  proves,  that  the  embargo  has  not  injured  tbe 
price  of  it,  whatever  Ihe  orders  and  decrees  of 
France  and  England  may  have  done.  Noonecan 
doubt,  that  if  you  were  lo  raise  the  embargo,  the 
first  cargoes  lo  Qrtat  Britain  would  command  a 
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good  price ;  bm  Ibe  momeoi  the  market  wfts  glut- 
ted, it  would  scarcely  pay  the  cbrarg«3. 

ITI  uodersiand  the  geniiernBn  TrorD  Massachu- 
setts rigbtly,  he  said,  ibat  when  t  iDtroduced  the 
resolmioaa,  I  spoke  with  uncommon  zeal,  [Mr- 
QuiHDY  explained.  He  had  vaid  the  geiiiieroab 
had  spoken  with  a  zeal  which  did  bim  hoaor.] 
Sir,  perm  it  mntoafiiure  that  gentletnaD,  chat  it 
Wks  with  Dooiher  zeal  than  far  the  welfare  qf  our 
comraoD  eouDtry. 

ThegemremaD  from  Virgioia  (Mr. Randolph) 
naed  mi  argumeat  agpiast'  the  embargo,  and  the 
plan  now  proposed,  which  to  my  mind  was  con- 
clastre  in  fa^r  of  both.  I  thank  hira  for  it,  b,e' 
caase  it  is  a  better  oae  than  had,  occurred  to  me., 
He  asked,  who  could  hare  supposed  that  the  two 
great  confliclinginteresls  of  the  nation,  the  agric  ul' 
turalaod  ihecommercial,  would  haTduniledtoaup- 
pTCM  all  Itade  ?  Can  there  be  a  stronger  Evideace 
of  (be  correctness  of  the  measure,  than  ihe  union 
of  llteae  great  conflicting  interests. JQ-support  of 
H?  Woald  they  ioin  to  supporta  measure  which 
ii^ared  ibemboia?  No,  air,  it  was  the  inteteet 
of  both  that  united  tlie(n.  An  Rtiempt  ha»  b^en 
made  to  compate  the  plan  before  you  to  the  Chi- 
BCM!  policy.  No  man  in  the  nation  can,  it  seem: 
10  xuK.  lerioiuly  believe  that  we  intend  to  intro- 
dace  anch  asyatem}.buc,  T  will  ask,  would  not  ■ 
Chineae  policy  have  beep  better  for  some  of'  tht 
aatioDs  of  Europe,  than  the  policy  which  they 
hare  pursued?  Would  it  not  hava  been  bell' 
for  Pfussra?  ' 

Id  the  part  which  I  hare  taken  in  the  whole  of 
this  business,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  there  has 
been  nolbiag  of  ^rty  in  ii.  I  have  been.williag 
frooi  the  first  to  discuss  the  qnetlion  in  any  shape, 
in  which  any  member  might  wish  to  bare  it  di«- 
enssed ;  «Dd  .1  difTer  rcry  much  from  the  geutle- 
man  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Dawson,)  who  has  ex- 
pressed a  desijetofaare  (he  question  immediately 
taken.  I  hope  that  erery  member  who  wishes  (□ 
^re  bis  sentimeQla,  will  be  heard  patiently ;  and 
if  any  one  should  be  desirous  of  speaking  more 
tbaa  once,  he  will  hare  nty  consent  to  speak 
twenty  times,  if  he  desire*  it  if  [be  emhargo  has 
produced  DO  good,  and  is;ioir  only  producing  eril. 
It  ouLjht  to  be  repealed..  Buc4  firmly  beliere  that 
if  has  produced  machgood,aud  if  tbedaws  be 
properlyamended,  that  it  will  prod Bce  all  ihegood 
tbat  cTfT  was  expected  from  it ;  for  I  canQoc  b^ 
licTC,  notwicbstaadtng  the  opinion  of  ibe  geotic' 
Vkma  from  Massachusetts,  that  any  respectable 
maD  wiU  be  fonod  violating  the  laws  of  his 
eooDtry. 

ir  you  raise  the  emba^o,  where  will  you  trade? 
You  eaonot  calculate  on  trading  with  Bpain  and 
Portugal,  aod  their  depcDdeociea,  without  the 
eoaiieat  of  Great  Britain  T  For,notwiiUstBDdii)g 
tfaey  are  cooi.eodiog  for  their  independence,  it  1^ 
irilD  the  aid  of  EnglaDd;  and  without  that  aid, 
ibey  could  not  do  much,  because  they  could,  not 
get  all  (he  supplies  that  tbeystandln  need  of.  -  It 
I*  Dot  material  tome,  in  the  present  question,  for 
what  Spain  and  Portugal  are  contending;  biii  so 
far  as  they  are  contending  for  self-gorcrnment,  \. 
wisb  them  success.  It  is  n«  in  theit  power,  with 
lOtb  Com.  Sd  Sbsb.— 22 


Prance  on   one  side  and  Great  Britain  on  the 

other,  to  afford  us  eommerce  on  any  iusi  terms. 

I  agree  with  (he  -gentleman  that  lu  a  state  of 
War,  some  of  the  seapott  towns  will  suffer  more 
than  (he  interior  country  ;  but  it  i^  equally  true 
that  (hey  will  bare  ill  the  advantages  retultJog 
from  the  eipeniiilure  of  the  public  money,  by 
which  they  will  be  enabled  to  speeulate  with  pro- 
fit cm  (he  country^  - 

There  is  but  one  way  when  bad  laws  are 
)Mssed,  to  hare  them  altered,  and  that  is  by  elec- 
tions. Thay  are  the  only  correctives:  not  only 
against  (hem.  but  agains(  erery  abuse  of  power. 
These  bare  lately  taken  plaoe,  and. bo  far  as  1  am 
acquainted  the^termiaated  favorably  to  the  embar- 
go ;  in  some  district)  i(  was  made  a  qutrsiion  but 
without  effect,  in  o[her;,  where  a  change  had 
(aken  place,  it  is  not  pretended  that  ibe  embargo 
had  much  effect,  probably  none. 
.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  nerer  was  a  lime 
in  which  it  was  more  necessary' than  ibe  present, 
pracdually  to  observe  one  of  the  admonitiona 
printed  on  The  old  Contioenial  money — United 
vie  ttand,  divided  tee  fall.  Nothing  but  a  strict 
attention  to  this  can  secure  our  Tights;  it  will, 
a*  formerly,  secure  lo  us  all  that  we  ought  in 
justice  to  etpect. '  If,  on  a  fair  experiment,  the 
proposed  plan  does  not  produce  the  desired  effect, 
tfod  I  then  have  a  seaf  in  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, I  will  go  as  far  as  any  member  in  aJopiing 
such  measures,  as  shall  b«  best  calculated  to  en- 
force  onrnaiiooal  rights.- 

I  hare  nothing  more  to  say  ;  1  bare  expressed 
my  ideas  in  a  very  desultory  manner,  jusi  as 
Ihey  have  occurred.  I  did  not  expect  to  address 
you  to  day.  1  have  endeavored  to  do  that  which 
I  promised;  not  (o'.repea't  what  others  havesaid, 
and  though  I  have  lired  myself,  I  hope  I  bare 
□ot  fatigued  the  House.  ' 

Mr.  Randolfh. — It  has  been  considered  by 
every  member,  I  beliere,  who  has  spoken  on  this 
subject,  that  the  great  question  of  our  foreign 
relations  is  DOW  tefure  the  House;  no[,  «ir,  that 
(his  or  ibat  particular  resolution  is  the  subject- 
matter  of  our  discussion,  but  that  the  ultimate 
course  CO  be  pursued  by  this  country  with  respect 
to  foreign  Powers,  is  (he  pojat  lo  be  debated.     It 


i,  is  (he  pojat 
t  an  unfavor. 


ble  c 


that  ihis  view  of  the  question  shoold  have  been 
taken;  because,  if  not  taken  here  and  now,  where, 
I  beseech   you.  could  it  hare  been  'taken  at  ail  ? 
The  Bubject  of  our  foreign  relations  has  been  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  wh»  have  brought  in  a 
report.     If  Tve  were  to  confine  the  drscussion  to 
he  minute  details  of  this  report,  to  the  mere 
laked  queHion  presented  to  us,  where  is  (he  sub- 
„eet  of  our  foreign  relations  lo  be  discussed  gen- 
erally ?  So  far  as  Ihis  parlieuiar  question  (which 
is  but  of  little  magnitiide,  though  made  a  matter 
of  much  importance  by  gemlemen  calling  for 
the  previous  queitTJon  and   rBLsIng  questions  of 
'del  on  it)  is  cpncerned,  I  feel  myself  scarcely 
iterested  in  the  decision.     But  I  do  feel-  myself 
rteresled  to  a  degree  whieb  it  is  impossible  for 
le'to  express,  a«  (o  the'course  which  this  House 
will  take  en  the  subject  ultimately.    I  think  we 
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are  staodinf  on  the  brink  and  verge  of  ruin.  I 
sddres.1  mysflf  to  this  Houaa  ;  my  observitioos 
are  not  intended  for  perfoae  without  these  walla ; 
they  are  addressed  to  the  sober  underElaoding  of 
genilemeD  who  may  chaDce  to  hear  them. 

In   the   few   desoUoty  observalioos   which    I 
threw  out  the  other  daj;,  (mote  io  the  oalure  of 
heads  of  discourse,  than  regular  conoecied  argu- 
ment,) I  touched  uo  Doe  quesiioA  on  which  I  ask 
the  patience  of  the  House  Co  hear  me  again.     It 
is  this:  Wherefore  was  the  Consiitutioo  of  the 
United    Stales    created?    Out  of  what  did    it 
grow  7     From  what  stock  doen  the  great  masa  of 
powers   possessed   by   the  Federal   Governffient 
splingi     From   relations   of  peace  and  of  war  ; 
from  intercourse  with  ferngn  States;  ifrom  com- 
merce, li  was  more  immediately  the  regulation  of 
commerce  wbicb  g^ve  birth  to  this  CoDsiituiion. 
It  was  BOI  contemplated  At  that  lime  that  Ibii 
naticin  should  ever  pursue  that  which,  in  my 
opioioii,  has  been  , properly  called  a  Chinese  pol- 
icy.    It  was  as  well  known  to  the  oalion  then  as 
it  is  DOW,  that  by  ihe  Tcveoue  derived  from  com- 
merce alooe  could  the  General  GiovernmeDt  be 
enabled  to  perfect  its  eagagemeuis,  to  keep  the 
public  faiih,  to  provide  for  th«  general  welfare 
and  public  safety.     For  this  purpose  the  Coasii- 
luCion  was  adapted.    I  caonot  help  casting  back 
. .  my  mind  to  thff  lime  when  the  adoption  of  th:  " 
CoDStitulion  was  agitated  in  the  Convention  i 
.  Virginia.  .1  at  this  lime  iremble  at  the  recolle 
lion  of  the  prcdiciions  made  in  that  body,  when 
I  thiok  I  can  see  their  fulfilmeoi  near  at  hand. 
It   was   ^t   that   time   foretold   by   the   great 
Statesman — if  not   the  greatest  siate^maii, 
■    greatest   orator   thai   America   ever   knew,  t 
if/ihe  lime  should  ever  come  when  the  Srate  and 
Federal  Governmeala   should    hare   to   be  sup- 
ported by  revenue  derived  from  diroei  taxation, 
the  existence   of  ihe  one   or   tlie  other  must  be 
destroyed.    Ad  attempt  to  feel  the  public  pulse 
on  Ibis  subject,  a  mere  attenipl  at  experiment  to 
collect  a  beggarly  revenue  of  one  pr  iwo  mil- 
lions, has  already  put  down  a  former  Adraini^T 
IratioD.    We  sre  now  called  upott  lo  resolve  chat 
we  will  h'ave  no  connexion  of  import  or  export 
vith  the  test  of  mankind ;  to  substitute  this  meai 
sure   for   war,  for   defence,    for   offence.     What 
will  be  the  inevitable  result  1     Are  we  prepared 
to  violate  ihe  pnblic  faith  ;  to  is^ue  coatinencal 
money  agalD  to  pay  Ihe  expenses  of  ihe  Qovern-. 
ment?    I  know  the  case  la  provided  for  by  the 
Coostiiuiion — but  what  are  Constitutions  them- 
selves   in    Ihe   mighty  concussinna   of   parlies? 
Are  we   prepared   for    this  stale  of  things?     I 
have  the  honor  to  belong  to  an  important  com- 
mittee rais'eil  on  the  question^  what  shall  we  do 
with  our  surplus  revenue;  with  the  surplus  rev- 
enue of  a  nation  which   neither   buys  nor  sells; 
of  a  nation  whose  revenne  is  derived  from  duties 
on  tonnage  and   imposts,  and   which  is  without 
import  and  without  export.  -Sir,  I  hope 
excused,   if,   in   ihe, course   of  the   observations 
which  I  make  lo  you,  1  should  noi  follow  the  ex- 
ample set  me  by  my  worihv  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macok.)    1  feel  mys<If  too  deep- 


ly iaieresied  lo  eipreE.i  myself  with  that  method 
nd  precision,  which  is  much  lo  be  desired,  but 
annoi  be  attained  at  least  by  me.  It  does  appear 
o.rae.  sir,  that  ibe  final  extinction  of  ihe  gor- 
rnmenli  of  these  States  is  al  hand.  If  we  are 
n  hnve  ub  connexion  with  foreign  nations,  no 
Mijiisters  abroad,  none  from  other  Powers  resi- 
ding with  us,  no  Iride,  no  relalions  of  peace  or 
of  war,  (for  this  state  of  non-intercourse  contem- 
plates ueiiber  the  one  nor  the  other,)  where  was 
the  use  of  the  Oepera]  GovernmenIT  It  will  no 
longer  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  to- 
Eiiiuted.  I  hope  1  may  not  be  misuodersioad; 
nothing  is  further  ftom  my  BDiieipatiun  than  the 
destruction  of  the  General  QoTeinment.  My 
fear  is  that  it  will  swallow  up  the  governmeutsof 
the  State'.  I  see  byalale  publication  that  the 
person  who  is  perhaps  to  wi^ld  the  destinies  of 
this  natron,  has  long  ihou^rht  that  th(v  govern- 
menlBof  the  Slatas  ought  not  lo  exist.  Take  this 
fact  with  another  fact:  thai  a  question  is  pend- 
ing before  a  coljimitlee  of  ihis  House  whether 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government  shall  not 
be  enlarged  so  as  to  narrow  down  still  further  the 
(lowers  of  the  goveromenls  of  the  Slates.  Mv 
fear  is  that  the  strength,  grandeur,  and  magni^- 
cence  of  this  Governmehi  will  swallow  up  the 
power  of  the  States.  I  have  do  hesiialioa  in 
saying  thai  the  State  which  I  represent  cannot, 
by  alt  ihe  tales  which  cm  be  so  squeezed  out 
of  her,  yie4d  her  quota  to  the  support  of  the 
General  Government  by  direct  laialion.  What 
do  you  infer  from  this,  sir  ?  .  Is  tho  General  Gov- 
eionient  going  lo  ta^e  the  .attitude  of  a  State  in 
the  interior?  Ask  your  greatest  statesmen;  ask 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  out  of  what  itis 
Ctovernmsot  grows.  Ha  will  tell  you.  out  of 
ur  forfi^n  relations.  It  grows  oul  of  our  power 
)  supervisetbe  coocerus  of  this,  with  the  Soret- 
igns  of  other  nations.  The  moment  we  disrobe 
uTselresuf  ihjs  general  power, and  the  GoverD- 
ment  of  ihe  United  Stales  employs  itself  in  mat- 
ters of  mere  local  -and  interior  regulation  ;  in 
laying  out  and  cutting  canals:  and  building 
bridges,  the  goverDnunls  of  the' Slates  are  ex- 
ptinged — from  Ibat  moment  they  cease  to  exist. 
The  people  will  ask  themselves  this  question: 
Since  Ih^  Qoternmeni  of  the  United  Slates  has 
nothing  to  dp  with  foreign  relations,  and  we  hare 
no  money  to  pay  for  the  support  of  two  Govern- 
ments.'where  is  the  necessity  of  baring  two  sep- 
arate .Qovernments  directed  to  the  same  objects? 
This  is  my  fear,  and  it  is  a  fear  which  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  express. 

Tio,  sir;  two  Gpfernraents,  each  of  them  de- 
pending for  support  on  one  and  the  same  people, 
and  that  support  derived  from  direct  taxation. 
cannot  exist  in  this  country.  'It  is  as  much  as 
the  people  of  ihe  country  in  which  I  live  can  do; 
1  will  go  further,  and  say,  ii  is  more  than  ihcf 
can  DOW  do  to  pay  iheir  contributions  to  the  State 
treasury.  They  look  forward  to  something  like 
a  restoration  of  the  ancient  «tale  of  thingit  for 
their  ability  to  do  that,  and  lo  fulBI  their  engage- 
meois  wilh  one  another. 

My  friend  from  North  Caroliia  (Mr.  Macdh) 
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has  Mid  that  this  idea  of  eoereing  thi 
Europe  by  lefuatng  ttf  have  iDKrc 
them,  i>  >s  old  at  the  ReTcdation.  I  wish  lo  ask 
mf  .friend  from  Nortb  Caiolina,  aod  other  gen- 
tlemeo  who  hear  me,  if  the  course  to  be  purtued 
by  us,  a  fre^,  sOTcreign,  sod  iodependent  DatioD, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  coeicing  all  the  real  of  the 
world,  is  thsl  which  It  became  the  Coloaies  to 
take  ia  order  to  coerc«  the  mother  country,  poa- 
teasng  the  moiiopolf  of  their  oommerce.  Sir,  I 
teel  that  it  is  impossible  for  me;  the  iDiimsiioas 
which  I  hare  fk'om  within  of  my  own  weakness 
eonrince  me  that  it  ia  impossible  for  me  to  ^o 
over  the  ground  which  I  intended  lo  occupy  id 
ihb  discasaion.  I  must  throw  out  lAy  idea»  rather 
by  way  of  inueiido  than  in  any  regular  system. 
Is  this  natinn/I  ask,  to  pursue  that  course,  in  or- 
der to  coerce  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  which 
might  hate  been  a  proper  weapon  for  Ihe'coer- 
«ioQ  of  the  mother  conniry  who  held  the  exctu' 
sire  monopoly  of  our  conimerce?  There  is  do 
analogy 'between  the  ^ate.of  the  rest  of  the 
world  then  and  now,  or  between  that  of  these 
Untied  Stales  iben  and  now— between  ihe  reU- 
tire  sitaatioas  of  the  parties,  one  of  which  un-- 
dertakes  to  act  on  the  other  by  this  new-invented 
politiont  machrae.  What  is  now  ibe  stale  of 
Spanish  and  Porlugeese  AmTica,  Bad  what  was 
it  then  1  Totally  changed.  What  is  our  condi- 
tioa  ?  Knlirely  altered.  We  have  now  lo  fulSl 
the  eDgagemeots' which  we  have  made — lo  pay 
the  price  of  our  independence.  We  were  inea 
free  from  debt,  at  leait  From'pablic  debt;  and  we 
freed  oarselT-ej  front  private  debt  by  a  C9[ifiica- 
tkin  of  what  we  owed  across  the  water.  We 
might  then  do  without  revenue,  because  we  had 
not  the  purposes  lo  which  revenue  musl  necessa- 
rily be  appJied.  With  your  marine,  with  your 
army,  with  yonr  palaces  on  this  hill  and  on  that, 
a  profuse  expenditure  of  money  in  at  least  every 
civil  department  of  the  Qbvernment— and  here 
let  me  not  be  understood  as  making  chargea. 
against  those  w'bo  have  now  the  conduct  of  the 
poblic  B&irs;  it  is  an  .e'icresceuce,  an  abuse 
growing  ont .  of  such  Governm'eais  as  ibis — will 
yoOgWith  all  these  objects  of  expenditure,  dis- 
pense with  yonr  revenne?  If  not,,  whence  is  it 
to  be  derived,  if  you  declare  that  you  will  not 
■nffet  yonr  produce  to  go  abroad,  nor  hold  any 
intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  worlds  You 
must  look  at  home  for  il)  there  ia  nothiog  left 
but  direct  laiation  add  excise  dnliea. 

I  confess  for  one  that  I  was  moriifted  at  seeing 
the  proceedings  of  the  first  Conlinenial  Congress 
rehOTied  to,  lo  justify  the  proceedings  of  indepen- 
dent America.  In  the  year  1774,  when  we  were 
provtoees,  loyal  and  submissive  petilions  wefe 
mddiessed  to  His  Majesty,  and  addresses  made  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain,  Iceland,  and  Jamaica. 
one  of  which  was  read  by  the  genllemdnfrom  Mas- 
cachnsetls,  (Mr.  Bacon.]  in  bis  place.  Tta«re  the 
Old  Congreiis  say  lo  the  people  of  Januica,  you 
have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  conrerc  a  lir''- 
sugar  land  inio  provision  ground,  and  our.m 
■area  will  not  hurt  you  io'ihe  least;  and  ibis,: 
-wu  introdnced  to  show  our  power  of  affecting 


the  West  India  jalaodii,  by  wilhholdiog  our  sop- 
ilies.  We  know  that  the  West  India  plaoiers 
iBve  already  profited  of  the  advice  we  gave  ihem 
n  1774,  fH«re  Mr.  Baoon  asked  leave  to  ex- 
plain]— Mr.  Randolph  said  that  he  yielded  the 
with  pleasure  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
etts.  for  he  fouaij  himself  scarce  able  to  pro- 
ceed, and  but  that  he  thought  he  perceived  in  Ibe 
Mouse  a  disposition  to  force  the  queiiion — fHere 
Mr.  Rahoolpb  was  ioterrupted  by  Mr.  Lovb, 
who  said  that  with  (he  consent  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  Virginia  he  would  move  to  adjourn,  which 
was  agreed  10.] 

The  consideraiioD  of  the  unGnisbed  businew 
being  resumed,  on  Monday, the  Speakbb  said  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  entitled  lo  the 
floor.    After  a  ^hort  pause — 

Mt.  Randolph  roi^e  and  observed  that  il  would 
argtie  ■  decree  of  insensibility,  which  he  trusted 
vas  wholly  foreign  from  his  nature,  were  he  not 
leoetraied  with  the  polite  deference  paid  to  him 
)<f  the  House  on  Saturday  last.  He  was  ain- 
:ere)y  grateful  for  that  insUnc»o(  IheiT  liberal 
and  Beoerojis  attention,  but  he  feared  he  had  ex- 
posed them,  to  needless  trouble — that  the  same 
incapacity  which  prevented  him  from  going  on 
iheD,  «iill  existed  in  a  degree-  that  would  disable 
him  from  doing  -to  the  subject  even  that  feeble 

t'  iisticF  which  his  powecs  in  their  b«st  state  might, 
aye  enabled  him  to  render  it. 
He  entered  into  a  recapiiQlalioo  of  soine  of  bil 
former  remarks,  he  considei^d  the  country  as 
standing  in  an  awful  and  momentous  condiiioD ; 
liiat  we  were  about  to  make  a  rliJual  sacrifice  of 
that  very  independence,  which  in  words  we  pro- 
pose lo  assert,  and  stood  on  the  verge  of  a  mighty 
revolution  in  our  own  political  institulioaa.  In 
this  apprehension  he  might  be  mistaken,  he  hoped 
in  God  he  was;  but  if  he  did  not  conscientiously 
•uieriaiD  il,  he  would. not  obtrudv  himself  upon 
their  attention.  The  powers  of  the  General  Glov- 
ernmeni  growing;  out  of  foseigo  relations  and  oni 
»f  coitimecce,  wn^n  these  were  cut  off,  and  the 
BOQTce  from  which  alone  revenue  was  derivei], 
^lied  up,  the  OeneiBl.GoveromFni  must  act  on 
the  citizen  ihiough  the  medium  of  excise  and 
direct  taxation.  The  burdeb  of  this  Qovernoient 
and  that  of  the  State  Governmenls  would  be  be- 
yond the  capacity  of  our  citizens  to  bear,  The 
necessary  eoecl  miist  be  the  doing  away  the 
Slate  OovernnieDts,  and  directing  the  operation 
of  the  General  Oovernmeoi  to  matters  of  muni- 
cipal and  local  concern.  Was  he  .not  justified  in 
drawing  these  con«IusiooE  from  past  esnerience  -. 
and  from  circ»mslBnces  within  theknonledge  of 
every  man  who  beard  him  1  Was  it  not  proposed 
at  that  very  rnomeot  to  extend  the  sphere  of  ac- 
tion of  tiie  General  Governmaol  at  the  expense 
of  the  Slate  .Quvernmentr;  was  it  not  then  a 
question  whether  the  power  of  the  Stale  Govern^ 
nlenls  should  he  materially  diminished  and  that 
oftheOenernI  Guvernmeol  proporlioDably  aug- 
mented? Unquestionably  it  was.  The  Federal 
Government  might  be  (he  did  not  aver  that  it 
was  not)  eminently  calculated  for  Federal  pur- 
poses, but  considered  as  a  consolidated  QAvern- 
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meat  it  mt  highly  objeciiooable.  He 
bat  feel  alBimrd  when  he  taw  that  the  pereon 
who  was  to  preside  over  our  future  deiiincs  haJ 
been  from  the  lerrbegiDniog  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution JDimicar  to  the  existence  of  the  Stale 
QorerDineQls.  Be  was  impressed  ^iih  ibe  deep- 
eat  apprebeaaion  for  the  exiilenceof  lhe»ioEtitii' 
tions.  His  fears  roigbi  be  unfoUDded,  but  they 
were  sincere. 
He  must  af^aia  repeat  bis  regret,  that  the  only 

Sitem'ofcoercioa  upon  Europe,  generally,  which 
e  wisdom  of  that  House  had  been  able  to  dit- 
corer,  whs  ihat  system  which,  io  a  state  of  colo- 
nial weakness  and  depeoileDee  thirty-four  years 
•go,  vre  were  obliged  lo  have  recourse  to  io  order 
tooblainabooD  frem  the  mother  country.  '  They 
bad  l^eard  much  io  that  debate  of  the  spirit  of 
'7B  What  wsi  that  spirit.  ]t  was  this — "  touch 
the  toil  and  you  touch  the  life-blood  of  every  man 
npon  it."  Aod  yet, sir,  this  spil  has  bee^  violated 
Without eiciiiflg  leareely  a  sensation  in  the  bean 
which  pulsates  here  and  distributes  life  and  heat 
to  every  extremity  of  the  body  politic.  Let  us 
Dot  talk  of  the  spirit  of '76,  ff  Ibis  be  the  only  de- 
moDsiriiiion  which  we  cm  give  of  (hat  spirit  be- 
ing alive.  .  We  were  not  up  to  the  colonial  spirit 
on774-5.  The  old  Congress  at  thevery  moment 
wheD  they  asked  for  justice  had  taken  more  vig- 
orous measures  to  eoforce  and  secure  it,  than  tbe 
United  States  had  yet  done.  Long  before  their 
Declaration  of  lodepeodeace,  Moutgoraery  bad 
bled  under  the  walU  of  ^uebet:. 

Bnt  what  was  our  present  system  of  cfler^ioD? 
One  which  told  Europe  in  the  plainest  language. 
attested  by  sulemn  public  acts  of  the  IndividuBl 
Stales,  that  its  first  operaiiou  on  ourselves  was 
•achas  obliged  us  to  shut  up  our  courts  ofjusiice. 
That  sort  of  popularity  derived  to  a  grent  national 
measure  fl-om  suspending  the  execution  of  justice 
between  man  and  man,  from  theviftual  exonera- 
tion of  men  from  the  payineol  of  their  just  add 
lawful  debts,  was  a  species  of  popularity  wtiieh 
be  never  wished  to  see  io  Ibis  country.  A  system 
which  was  compelled  to  resort  lo  such  means  for 
il*  support  might  well  be  said,  in  the  new-fangled 
language  of  the  times,  to  go  to  th«  dsmorali 
of  aojieiy,  to  strike  at  the  very  root  of  co 
bonesty.  This  new'invented  system  of  coercion 
which  was  to  bring  all  Europe  id  our  feet,  hud 
gone  across  the  Ailantiof  acoum^aQJed  with  de- 
elaralioDs  of  Qeorgta  and  VirginJa,  (a  '  ' 
example  promised  lo  be  generally  followed,)  that 
the  distress  occasioiied  by-it  among  ourhelves  was 
aaeh  ax  lo  render  it  immediately  necessary  lo  ob- 
•tructthe  natural  course  of  the  great  stream  of 
justice.  What  kind  of  respect  would  the  bellig- 
erents pay  to  a  measure  whose  operslioa  we  coi>- 
feased  to  be  thus  destructive  to  ourselvi^s?  Ii 
would,  if  persevered  in,  end  not  only  in  shulUOg 
lip  the  courts  ofjusliee,  but  the  eiohequer  also.  Il 
was  Dot  possible  lo  derive  from  any  source  but 
commerce,  a  revenue  adequate  to  llie  support  of 
the  GeoeTHl  Government.  The  State  Govern- 
DtentBwere  supporied  generally  by  direct  laxes, 
but  if  the  supply  from  commerce  be  taken  away, 
tbe  QeneralGktveroineni  mast  reaori  lo  the  sam* 


mode  oftaniion ;  and  what  would  be  the  eonsc- 
queocel  Afonflict  between  the  sheriff  and  the 
niarshal  for  the  properly  of  the  citizen,  and  trhen 
that  was  exhausted,  for  bis  person;  ]>hich,  he 
iiupposed,  like  the  child  in  the  judgment  of  Solo- 
mon, must  be  divided  between  the  iwo  cliituaDt*. 
This  was  a  Slate  of  things. which  could  not  long 
exist.  He  asked  gentlemen  to  calculate  rhe  in- 
dispensable annual  revenue  required  for  the  lop- 
port  of  this  Government,  and  then  say  whether 
they  can  derive  it  from  direct  taxation  and  excise*, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  sums  neatssary  fur  th»  sup* 
pari  of  the  Slate  instiiulioos.  If  the  operation 
of  our  embargo  abroad  was  such**  il  bad  been 
at  home,  it  might  well  have  been  boasted  Of  asa 
measure  of  coercion^  He  wonld  have  been  the 
fast  man  to  have  denied  its  elEcaev,  or  to  have 
wished  its  repeal,  if  he  could  see  it  brtogiikf  such 
dii-tress  on  Great  Britain,  is  ihat  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  should  be  compelled  lo  suspend  its 
proceedings,  frbilst  her  every  source  of  revenue 
was  at  the  same  time  cm  oBL  But  when  he  saw 
its  actual  operalion  upon  an,  and  its  operaiiou  on 
our  enemies,  on  France  and  Great  Britain,  at 
least  questionable,  if  not  altogether  imaginary,  he 
could  not  consent  to  continue  it  «i  soch  ad  ez> 
pense  of  privation  as  the  people  must  iocar  in 
coDsequeuce  of  it. 

It  had  unfortunately  happened  thai  during  the 
whole  course  of  tbe  discussion  there  had  been  an 
exlreme'wanl  af  precliiioQ  frith  respect  to  the 
object  in  view.  They  had  had  enough,  and  more 
thanenough,  of  ihe  aggressions  of  foreign  Powers, 
They  did  not  want  a  history  of  the  disease,  but 
the  remedy  lo  beiodieated.  Not  a  word  bad  been 
ullered  ih^t  went  to  show  ihat  a  sUspeDsion  of  in- 
tercourse with  the  belligerents,  would  have  any 
effectual  operation  on  iheiif.  .  His  friend  from 
Norlh  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  had  indeed  told 
that  if  we  ventured  to  s«a,  if  we  meant  to 
have  any  sort  of  foreign  commerce,  we  mnst  be 
prepared  to  co'ntem]  with  tbe  British  navy— that 
our  foreign  commerce  was  dependent  on  the  will 
of  England. and  therefore  we  muAtdo  itaway  al- 
together. To  what  would  this  lead?  Suppose 
ihe-lKiligerents  lo  interropi  our  coasting  trade- 
to  capture  our  vei^sels  boiind  from  Charleston  to 
New  York.  Musi  we  therefore  prohibit  it?  Sup- 
pose a  British  Qeet  lying  in  Hanlpton  Roads, and 
thecommunicaiioD  between  Norfolk  aod  Balti- 
more enjoyed  purely  by  sufferance.  Should  ire 
pass  a  law  to  pretetft  Deagle's  packet  from  clenr- 
ine  out  for  Baltimore,  by  way  of  remedy  for  Ibe 
mischief,  and  style  il  a  system  of  coercion  and  re- 
taliation. Would  any  man  dream -of  coercing 
ihe  enemy  by  such  a  device?  This  mode  of 
cutting  our  throats  in  save  our  lives,  Mr.  R.  coolil 
not  understand.  To  what  extent  did  the  argu- 
ment go?  Fully  to  this— that  in  proportion  es 
the  belligerents  pressed  upon  us  we  must  recede 
— and  so  promptly  and  rppidly  too  as  never  to 
come  in  contact  wiib  them.  This  was  certainly 
an  admirable  recipe  for  avoiding  war;  one  hy 
which  ihe  swiftfooted  Achilles  himself  might 
have  kept  out  of  ihe  combat,  since  be  had  only 
to  take  his  distance  from  tbe  enemy  and  keep  ii. 
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Hc  did  DDi 

brknch  orourcominerct  wastnuoyed  by  thi 
ligerentSjihai  we  should  therefore  gnnoy  it 
3«t6s  Io  a  yet  ^rraier  dperee;  that  became  it 
wva  liable  to  partial  attack,  we  should  aDDibi- 
Ute  it. 

Wilh  bkP  friend  frodi  Georgia  (Mr.  Trocp)  he 
wss  not  willing  to  Icneel  at  the  fooutooi  of  the 
throne  of  the  Qallic  or  British  aovcr^igoand  brg 
for  comiDerce.  He  considered  this  observalioo 
as  rather  anfortuoala  for  th«  argument  '>f-  bi* 
fri^ad  from  Qeorgia.  If  it  applied  anywhere  it 
must  be  to  oor  own  proposition  to  raise  the  em- 
bargo if  Grreat  Sfitain  would  withdrew  her  Or- 
der* in  -Council.  It  was  somewhat  carious  that 
^nilwen  sbonld  have, exhausted  ibeit  lungs,  as 
iteII  >b  tbeir  ingenuity,  in  portraying  the  humili- 
atinx  situation  in  which  eommereo  was  placed 
preTious  to  the  embargo,  when  we  bad  offered  to 
raiae  theembaTfo.and  put  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  oQ  that  rery  fooling  which  it  had  been  c) 
ao  American  jwould  accept.  ThsM  appeared 
bare  been  a  Tery  gross  mistake  amongst  the 
members  of- thai  body  in  relation  to  (be  call 
oat  of  which  tbe'eiobargo  grew.  Id  order  to 
cenain  the  point,  be  would  call  far  the  reading 
of  the  Prnideat's  Message  recoEnmeoding  the 
measure,  [li  was  read  by  the  Clerk— as  follows.] 
7b  the  Smalt  md  Houte  pf 

Sepramfa/na  of-  the  Vntlei  Statet . 

The  cODnnnmcatiinii  now  made  showing  the  peat 
and  iDcraaiins  duigen  with  which  om  veoels, 
aeamaD,  and  merchandise,  ata  Ihreatened  on  the  high 
•eaa  and  elaawhere,  &om  the  belligaient  Powera  of  i!u- 
ntpa,  sod  it  being  of  the  greatest  impartancs  u>  keep  in 
mtletf  these  emntikl  resoorees,  I  deem  it  m;  duly  to 
r«c«nmend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Coo- 
giHB,  who  will  doiibtlass  perceive  all  the  advuitsges 
-wbich  msylm  expected  froin  in  inbibitian  of  the  de- 
partore  of  oar  own  Tesseli  Erom  the  poru  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*.  Their  wisdom  wiJI  also  see  the  necesiitj 
-of  tnakiog  ever?  prepirstion  for  whatever 
grow  ont  of  the  present  crisis. 

Dae,  I80T. 


TH.  JEFFBllSON. 


Mr.  R.  procecdedr-The  Jlouse  could  not  fail 
torecollevt  that " the comm!JDicaiiobs.[beii  made" 
consitled  of  information  from  Paris  that  the  fier- 
lia  decree  was  executed  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
letter  of  it,  and  the  proclamation  of  the  Brittah 
Eii^  calling  home  bisoatiTe  subjects,  of  which 
ire  had  not  an  nfficiai  copy,  but  one  ciit  out  of 
a  newspaper.  The  Orders  of  Council,  allhough 
ID  existence,  wefe  not  known  even, unofficially, 
or  the  House  would  bare  been  apprized  nf  them. 
T(f  offer  to  withdraw  the  embargo,  t|ien,  on  the 
-withdrawal  of  ibp  Orders  In  Council,  was  tq  ac- 
knowledge, if  not  that  the  measure  was  laid  with- 
out cauw,  at  least  that  that  stale  of  fommerce  was 
desirable  on  .our  part,  which  had  been  described 
on  that  floor  as  the  most  degrading  and  injurious 
tiiat  could  be  eoaceiTed.  It  was  to  leave  our  re- 
sources (our  seamen,  especially,  about  wham  so 
mtioh  had  been  said^  exposed  to  the  ?ery  dangers 
acaioEt  wbich  the  embargo  had  been  adopted  to 
.guard. 

tHere  ^r.  RanooLPp  bbserred,  that  he  really  , 


felt  a  physical  incapacity  to  present  his  idea*  on 
the  subject  in  aeoudensed.aDd  he  feared  be  might 
add  an  intelligible  form.  He  bad  never  when  at- 
. templing  to  address  the  Chair  labored  under  it 
In  an  equal  degree.  He  asked  the  indulgence  of 
ihe  House  for  (he  length  and  want  of  connexiOB 
of  his  remarks.] 

But  it  bad  been  said  since  the  bellie-erenls  would 
not  consent  to  gire  their  aid  in  ridding  as  of  ili« 
embargo,  we  must  pass  stronger  laws  to. enforce 
it,  and  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  tlieni.  There 
was  a  wide  difference  between  an  open  and  bostila 
restslsnce  to  a  hiw,  and  a  clandestlns  evasion  of 
it.'  The  powers  of  the  Government  were  un- 
questioaahly  adequate  to  suppress  the  first,  and  be 
would  be  among  the  foremost  to  direct  the  sword 
of  justice  against  that  maa,  who  should  openly 
put  the  laws  of  his  country  ai  defiance — buiit  was 
not  in  ibe  poffer  of  iha  Goveiomeai  to  prevent 
clandestLDe  evasions,  and  when  he  heard  intirna' 
tious  of  an  intention  to  cut  off  the  coasting  trade, 
and  i-iver  navigation,  by  way  of  eaforcii>g  the  eoi- 
baigo,  he  was  seized  with  horror  and  consterna- 
tioo.  But  the'embargo  had  kept  up  the  price  of 
produce.  This  one  of  its  merits  was  matter  of 
very  late  and  prodigious  discovery.  To  what  waa 
the  embargo  pricC  of  tobacco  owing!  To  the 
botne  consumption  T — Certainly  not.  To  mea  of 
capital  investing  their  money  in  it,  t^  way  of 
speculation,  calculating  on  a  great  profit  when 
the  embargo  shall  be  raised.    As  to  the  ei}ibargo 

Sice  pf  flour — to  whaf  was  that  to  be  ascribed  ) 
ol  to  the  consumption  at  home,  but  (o  ibe  fact 
that  the  flour,  Ihe  embargo  laws  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  had  found  its  way  out  of  the 
country — and  for  whose  benefit  1  The  growers 
were  choused  out  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  (he  produce 
of  their  land  and  labor  to  tnake  fortunes  for  dia- 
honeit  daring  mercantile  adventurers,  who  bought 
at  home  at  half  price  and  sold  abroad  for  three  or 
four  prices.  Wm  such  a  slate  of  things  desirable? 
That  our  sole  measure  of  action -against  tbebei- 
'Itgerenli  should  only  react  upon  ourselves  and 
amongst  ourselves  with  peculiar,  nay,  slfnost  ex- 
clusive severity  on  ihe  honest  part  of  theaommtt- 
nity,  while  the  dishonest  were  reaping  enormoua 
pro^ifromitl  Was  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
honest  men.  of  the  country  Would  bear  such  a  sys- 
tem when  they  should  come  to  understand  it  t 
They  would  not — they  would  (as  they  had  done 
before)  change  their  Representatives,  if  thef 
would  not  change  .the  law.  It  was  not  the  Shy- 
locJis  of  this  country  (as  his  friend  from  Georgia 
supposed )  who  were  opppsed  to  the  embargo.  As 
far  as  bis  knowledge  went,  men  of  that  character 
were  among  its  luost  d  is  tin  finished  advocates — 
and  wbereforel  The  nominal  market  price  of 
almost  every  article,  except  those  from  which 
the  landed  interest  drew  their  supplies,  had  either 
remained  stationary  or  had  increased.  Produce 
was  down,.iaod  and  slaves  fallen — everything  ex- 
cept the  product  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  cauit- 
try  was  either  up  to  the  old  rate,  or  has  risen  to 
alarming  heights    What  was  the  consequence? 


n  aow  make  as  great  a  profit  o 
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iD|i!plBnler,caD  purchase  as  much  actual  pioperty, 
as  before  he  could  with  twu.  The  value  of  bis 
conuBodity — money— was  doubled,  that  of  his 
neipbbor  sunk  in  ihe  same  proportion  ;  could  that" 
be  displeasing  to  him  ?  And  accordicgly  iii  Vir- 
ginia the  dealers  in  deeds  of  trust  and  mortgages 
and  your  five  perceDI.  per  month  men  were  warm 
advocBlea  of  ihs  embargo.  They  either  bad 
moneT,  or  could  get  it  by  bank  accommodatioD, 
and  thus  (lo  use  a  Tulfer  but  expressive  phrase) 
could  shave  their  neignbors  on  their  own  terms, 
and  gel  rich  to  an  incalculable  extent. 

There  was  aftpther  and  important  view  of  this 
subject.  No  sooner  did  liie  tesolulioa  forcutting 
off  all  intercourse  with  tbe  two  great  belKeerents 
pass  through  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
tban  the  vast  capital  which  exists  priDcipallv  to 
the  North  and  East,  set  iteelf  in  motion,  'fbis 
fluid,  which  in  a  healthy  stale  of  the  xystem  had 
been  employed  in  the  great  and  salutury  work  of 
circulation,  had  been  pent  up  in  tbe  body  politic 
until  it  had  acquired  an  acrimonious  quality.'  It 
bad  hilherio  been  active  in  carrying  off  our  re- 
dandant  products  and  bringing  back  such  as  we 
wanted  in  excbange ;  but  tbe  embargo  denying 
il  a  free  ve&t  it-  had  become  morbid  by  siagnalion 
and  was  coitoding  the  lysiero  which  it  had  once 
nourished  and  exhilaraied.  Imme<]iBtely  on  ihe 
passage  of  that  resolution  the  spirit  of  monopoly 
ataiked  abroad — the  great  capitalists  had  dashed 
into  the  market  and  purchased  up  every  article 
which  nature  aud  habit  have  rendered  necessary, 
to  us— they  had  bought  up  salt,  dry  goods,  every- 
thing thatihey  could-lay  tteir  hands  upon,  gutting 
the  very  shops  of  the  petty  retailers.  At  whose 
cost  are  they  to  be  reimbursed  1  At  tbe  cost  of 
the  public — of  thegreai  consuming  body.  If  ihingE 
were  restored  [o  the  old  channel,  the  loss,  if  any, 
would  fall  upon  those  best'  able  to  bear  it,  upon 
the  men  of  great  capital ;  although  it  would  not 
bedifficult  to  show  that,  in  such  a  case,  they  might 
re-export  their  purchases  at  a  proSt.  If  the  sys- 
tem were  continued  it  must  grind  the  people  down 
to  a  Slate  of  the  most  abject  poverty  and  depres- 
sion. It  was  a  system  which  might  suit  Asiatics, 
but  was  nerer  adapted  to  tbe  American  Spirit.  It 
might  do  for  the  ChiBese;  but,  even  granting  it  to 
be  the  beat  policy  eventually  fur  us.  no  man  who 
pretended  lo  the  character  ofa  practical  statesman 
-would  attempt  10  make  a  total  change  of  the 
habits  of  a  nation'  in  one  night.  Qreat  changes 
10  be  beneficial  mu$t  be  gradual,  not  forced  upon 
tbe  people.  Nature  might  be  coaxed,  but  shi 
would  not  be  coerced  with  impunity. 

His  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.BnawELL)  had 
said  that  lo  express  the  pressure  pf  the  embargo 
oi>  ourselves  was  to  encourage  the  enemy,  inciting 
him  as  it  were  te  persevere  in  hia  measure.  He 
had  compared  onr  situation  to  thai  of  a  besieged 
lowD,  and  asked,  if  we  ought  to  apprize  the  be- 
siegers that  we  were  nearly  out  of  .provisions,. 
(hat  we  could  not  bold  out  another  weekl  Mr 
Randolph  accepted  the  comparison.  Under  such 
circumstances  suppose  a  council  of  war  tobebeld, 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  say  lo  his  comprairiois 
■nd  felloW-soldiers  that  it  Wka  beilei  lo  perish  -'- 


!  glorious  sally,  than  die  by  inches  jn  the  trenches 

if  disease  and  famioe.     Hie  should  not  be  delened 

by  the  fear  that  the  enemy  would  take  advantage 

of  their  deliberations,    in  the  present  case   Ibey 

had  the  most  authentic  intelligefice  of  our  real 

it  was  upon  record  in  acts  of  assembly 

of  States  the  most  zealous  in  support  of  Adminia- 

and  in  the  proposals  of  Gorernment  itself. 

He  feared  that  withoul.some  change  the  public 

:it  would  becomc'so  completely  broken,  so  en- 

ly  paraly:;pd,  that  we  might  almosl  as  well  be 

Trunby  an  enemy -as  reduced  to  so  torpid  and 

degraded  a  condition. 

The 'Capital,  which  we  would  not.sufier  to  etn- 
ploy  ilselfin  a  natural-end  salutary  duection,  had, 
to  use  the  expression,  turned  iis  arms  against  the 
State,  ll  Vas  engaged  in  mononolizing  salt  aud 
every  article  nf  the  first  necessity,  to  be  resold  at 
the  most  exorbitant  advance,  hecailse  we  would 
not  suffer  it  to  take  our  cotton,  t'obacoo,  Gsh,  &a~ 
abroad,  and  bring  uf  returns  for  it  at  the  most 
reasonable  rate.  During  the  whole  discussion  it 
appeared, (hatgentleuien  had  indulged  Ihemselvea 
in  begging  the  question.  As  a.  planter  he  could 
not  conceive  how  he  husbanded  his  own  resourcea- 
by  suffering  his  crop  to'perish  on  bis  bands,  in- 
stead of  paying'his  debts  or  purchasing  necessa- 
ries with  its-proceeds ;  nor  how  he  assisted  the 
belligerents  by  exchanging  one  superfluity  Ibr 
another-— for  the  wines  and.  brandies  of  France, 
for  example.  H(>w  did  we  impair  the  resources 
of  the  European  Powers  gr  aid  our  own  by  the 
destruction  of  Ihe  whole  product  of  our  cbualrv? 
Bat  to  return  Vo  the  effect  of  the  embargo  on  lue 

Sice  of  produce,  which  had  nearly  escaped  bim. 
is  friend  from  Carolina  (Mr.  IMtcoK)  had  said, 
that  if  all  our  produce  were  pent  up  in  Englaad, 
the  price  would  be  lower  even  than  it  (heb  was. 
Was  there  any  necessity  for  its  being  pent  up  in 
Qre&t  Britain  7  Could  geutlemen  devise  do  other 
vent  for  it?  Was  it  not  notorious 'ibat  Sweden, 
an  independent  Kingdom;  having  no  orders  or 
decrees  against  us,  was  open  to  its  receptiuol  and 
was  il  nol  equally  well  known  that  if  we  could 
gel  our  produce  to  Qottenburg,  that  it  would  find 
Its  way  to  the  rest  of  the  Continent,  as  heretofore 
it  had  donefrom  Hamburg  and  Bremen?  There 
was  a  common  sense  view  of  ibis  subject,  tbaC 
settled  the  quesliuo.  When  it  is  understood  out 
of  ihe  Houffe  thai  tbe  emb'argo  is  to  be  coDiiaued, 
produce  falls — with  a  whisperlhat  it  is  to  be  taken 
off,  produce  rises.  Themeremotionof  aeoIleague- 
(Mr.  SAWVEKJofhis  friend  from  Carolina  to  open 
a  trade  to  the  Wes,t  Indies,  had  a  sensible  effect 
on  the  Baltimore  market.  There  was  hot  a  mer- 
chant who  would  not  give  more  for  a  barrel  of 
flour,  or  a  hogshead  of  tobacco,  on  condition  that 
the  embargo  was  to  be  raised.  To  con  lend,- then, 
ihattlie  embargo  kept  up  Ibe  price  of  produce  was 
absurd.  Oo  into  the  market,  and  the  theory  van- 
ished when  you  come  to  purchase.'  It  was  m  vain 
to  oppose  argument,  however  ingenipus,  a^inst 
fact  and  experience.  It  was  matter  of  nolorieiy — 
let  us  not  attempt  lo  cheat  ourselves  in  this  thing. 
Produce  was  boueht  with  do  other  view  than  to 
(ts  exportatron.    Prohibition  of  ex^il  could  not 
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eohancB  its  price.    If  tliis  position  be  noiiruc 
words  had  loM  their  meRning. 

Daring  [he  Gourspoftbedebite,  recurrence  hail 
been  had  to  past  iraDsaciionii.  For  one  he -could 
have  whhed  that  ihej  might  hare  been  passed 
over  in  silence,  bat  the  stale  p(  affHirs  at  present 
seemed  ta  render  ii  almost  impossible.  He  beg- 
^d  gentjempn  to  carry  back  their  minds  to  tbe 
lime  when  the  right  ordeposiie  at  New  Orleans 
was  arbitrarily  suspended.  It  was  aumeofgene- 
r*l  peace  in  Burti[)e,  The  nation  committing  the 
wrong  was  the  known  ally  of  France — identified. 
he  might  say.  with  her.-  What  did  wa  do  ?  Did 
we  dectar*  independence?  Did  we  assert  out 
rights  in  one  resolution,  and  in  anothEr  imme- 
diately forbid  their  eiercise  1  No — we  dei:laied 
inaprompt  and  spirited  manner  thai  we  were 
willing  to  view  the  dggrAaion  as'ihe  uaaulhoriaed 
act  of  auindtTidual,  that  we  would  apply  to  his 
Government  for  redress;  but  we  pledged  our- 
sdres  to  maintain  at  every  hazard  our- right  of 
navigation  Ihmti^h  the  Miavissippi,  as  established 
by  existing  treaties  and  ilia  laws  of  nations  and 
of  nature.  Wfth  this  deelaration  in  bia  band  our 
Uiniiter  went  abroad.  It  wa*  made  when  Eu- 
rope was  at  peace,  and  when, for  aught  wekaew, 
tbe  whole  coinbined  force  of  France  and  Spain, 
oosbackled  by  tbe  Briliih  navy,  wonld  be  brought 
to  bear  uJMn  tis.  We  gahied'onr  point,  and  more 
tban  gained  it.  If  we  had  met  with  a  denial  of 
justice,  no  donbt  remaiaed  of  the  alteraative.  He 
knew  too  well  the  temper  of  the, House  at  Ujat 
day  not  to  feel  assured  that  wi  should  have  lakeo 
rearess  into  oor  own  hands;  and  had  nfe  spent  fif- 
teen millions  of  money  tb  acquire  the  possession 
of  both  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  but  &ve  short 
years  a'go,  and  shall  we  now  be  ihe  first  to  shut 
it  up?  Even  the  Spantarda  had  not  carried  tbeir 
aadaciiy  so  far.  They  did  not  require  us  to  come 
to,  and  give  bond  and  secdrity  that  our  properly 
should  not  be  carried  out  of  the  river — they  only 
disputed  our  right  to  deposite  it  dn  their  own  ter- 
ritory  ;  and  had  we  spent  Gfieeen  qiiUlons  fur  the 
soverei^ty  of  that  rirer  merely  to  depfive  our 
cUiteos  of  the  right  tt>' nse  it,  when  wa  would' 
not  suhmit  for  a  monlefit  to  its  luspanslon  by 
thoae  who  rightfully  held  both  hanks  of  it  ?  It 
was  to  onr  vigorous  ptoceedings  at  that  day,  that 
we  were  indebted  for  the  possen^ion  of  Louisiana 
It  was  in  that  fatal  session  of  18e3~'6,  that  ib( 
policy  of  yielding  to  aaything  that  mightcoBx 
in  tbe  shape  of  iasalt  and  aggression  was  com- 
menced. The  mult  was  then  foretold.  It  ha) 
happened.  -What  was  then  prophecy  is  nam 
history.  We  are  eompleiely  fntaogled  in  tht 
web  of  our  own  irresolute,  heaitsting  policy.  The 
Oordian  knot  cannot  be  untied.  It  raust  be  cut. 
We  mast  cnl  ills  Lilliputian  feltera  which  hare 
so  loDg  bound  us  to  the  eaith. 

Mr.  R.  hoped  his  friend  from  North  Caroli 
would  (consider  the  notice  which  he  had  taken  of 
his  arguments  only  as  an  evidence  of  the  prcp- 
foand  respect  and  veneratioo  in  which  he  held 
ihequalitiesof  his  heart  and  tinderaianding. 
frieod  had  reqa«ated  tbe  House  to  take  warning 
by  [be  fale  ol  the  Power*  of-  Earope,  and,  with 


infelicity  which  he  could  not  have  expected 
from  a  man  of  his  sagacity,  had  held  up'FruMia 
as  an  example — herself  the  victim  of  a  short' 
sighted,  timid,'  iemporiZiDg  policy.  She  might 
have  saved  Europe.  She  consented  to  become 
tbe  pander  of  Frenoh  ambition  dnd  she  has  re- 
ceived her  reward;  that  reward  which  awaits  all 
who  descend  to  act  the  same  Ignoble,  loathsome 
and  detestable  patf.  No  more  of  Prussia,  sir — 
beitUi  in  epeeuU>—ia  tbe  fate  of  P(U5si«,  as  in  a 
i^or,  we  may  see  our  own,  if  once  we  consent 
be  governed  by  Prussian  Councils. 
On  ifa«  pubjeet  of  oUr  trade  there  wauope  plain 
and  obvious  answer  to  every  man  who  objected 
r  raising  ihA  embargo  as  the  commencement  of 
struggle  for  ourind^biiable  mariiimerights.  It 
'an  this;  that  those  wha  were  moft  to  be  af- 
fected by  it — the  merchants,  excepting  a  ft^w— 
sample,  those  who  have  vessels  out  and  take- 
that  they  shall  narer  come  in,  and  who, 
whilst  the  great  mass  of  our  tonnage  is  rotting  in 
our-ports,  are  theniselves  receiving  an  enermoaa 
premium,  .which  the  compeiititin  of  that  tonnage 
■-"'lid  deprive  them  of ;  and  those  Who  have  in 
country  an^  immei)«e  slock  of  foreign  goods, 
the  pfice  of  which  they  now  must;  raise  three  or 
four  hundred  per  cent.,  and  thus  make  them 
nabobs  at  the  expense  of  ;he  ct^nmunity;  ex- 
cepting these,  the. merchants  are  willing  to  ran 
the  risk;  and  if  we  do  not  choose  to  protect  them, 
at  least  we  may  leave  ihem  and  the  ii»urance 
office*  to  settle  tbe  business  between  theoMelvet. 
II'  we  will  not  engage  to  protect  them,  let  as  not 
incapacitate  them  by  way  of  apology  for  not  pro- 
tecting them.  They  tell  us  that  they  can  find 
ways  and  means  tc.get  rid  of  our  proifuce  and 
get  a  belter  price /or  it,  if  we  will  permit  them. 
It  is  then  ttieir  sQair.  Bnt  gentlemen  say  that 
by  the  captures  at  sea  w^  shall  be  immediately 
involred  in  war.  Well — do  not  gentlemen  lellua 
that  we  are  now  at  war  7  Was  not  this  one  of  their 
war-measures — part  of 'their  great  system  ofcoer- 
cion?  And  .yet  to  avoid  this  war,  in  which  wa 
are  acUially  involved,  'we  are  to  do — Whati 
Show  our  heels  to  the  enemy  and  our  indignant 
froQts  to  our  own  helpless  citizens.  It  was  high 
time  that  the  "vigor  of  this  Government  (if  any 
it  have  ;  and  be  believed  it  had  mere  Ihan  any 
in  the  world)  should  he  displayed  on  some  other 
theatre  then  our  own  country,  and  on  some  other 
objects  -than  onr  own' citizens.  It  was  indeed 
time  that  this  vigor  should  be  husbanded  for  ihe 
aggressors  on  our  right!,  and  not  that  the  whole 
vial  of  our  wrath  should  be  poured  out  on  the 
treads  of  our  own  unoffending  people.  Let  gen- 
tlemen take  iolo  consideralion  the  cnndition 
'of  the  country— >the  Eastern  States  particularly. 
H^d  they  no  pity?.  No  compassion  upon  the 
distresses  of  those  people,  and  in  fact  upon  tbe 
privalidas  and  bufferings  of  the  whole  mass  of 
uur  society^  Was  all  their  force'  and  energy  to 
be  exerted  only  upon  ourselves  1  Or  shall  we 
deierroiDe  that,  inismueb  as  foreign  nations  will 
not  do  us  justice,  to  the  besiof  our  ability,  so  help 
us  Ood  !  we  will  do  justice  (OAUrselves  t 
His  fciend  from  Vir^nia  (Mr.  BorwEll)  had 
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told  tbe  HoBse  that  ihere  wai  a  very  atronf  ia- 
tcmt  in  Great  Britain  in  favor  of  niakinir  war 
upon  us.  Wetknnw  that  ihe  naval, ibe  "West 
India,  and  East  India  intereata  are,  bo  disposed — 
<tbBt  would  have  been  a  good  reason  for  creatlog 
wheo  il  it  was  in  oar  power — but  sbalL  wc  there- 
fore now  tfife  up'tbe  gTOboil  Because  a  por* 
lioD  of  her  subjects  are  hoalilely  disposed  lowardi 
m,  siiall  we  put  on  an  aipect  precisely  pacific  in 
proportion  to  tlie  aira  which  tiiey  nay  assutnc  1 
We  knew  that  France  wai  diapoied  lo  make  war 
upon  us;  that  nothing  but  ibe  ocean,  iaiecposed 
ks  a  noQ-condueior  between  us.  prevented  her-r 
tbal  she  Jiad  injured  ns  to  the  exieot  of  her  ahil-- 
ily.  Should  we  therefore  propiiia'te  the  resent- 
ment of  her  monarch  by  a  aacriSce  of  our  rights? 
It  was  a  doctrine  which  he  never  expected  to 
have  heard  on  the  floor  ot  the  American  House 
of  Repiesentati*es.  The  cup  of  patience  was  ex- 
hausted. We  had  drained  the  chalice  of  humil- 
iation [0  the  dre^.  If  instead  of  asserting  our 
rights  ttgaJDEt  the  aggressors  we  were  determined 
to  forego  them  forever,  instead  of  re-enacting  the 
Dcclaiaiion  of  Independence,  let  us  ezpuni^e  it 
from  the  siniute  booa,  and  agree  lo  Lold  a  middle 
rank  in  the  scale  of  beings  between  the  rialions 
of  Europe  and  the  aboriginal  savages.  Indeed 
there  was  not  ati  Indian  tribe,  however  reduced. 
that  would  untcaiatingly  suffer  what  we  had  en- 
dured. .There  was  not  a  man  that  ever  wore 
a,  atring  of  wampum,  even  if  be  were  ihe  last 
of  bis  tribe,  who  would  not  consider  himself  dis- 
irraced  by  such  sabmissioo.  Tbe  lime  for  tempor- 
izing bad  gone  by — thisisihe  time  for  acting.  If 
we  would  not  act,  let  ut  not  in  one  breath  assert 
our  righii  and  tn  the  next  resign  ihem,  and 
punish  whomsoever  shall  trespass  igainnt  (hat 
de  terminal  ion.  The  nation  was  undone.  It  could 
not  exist  under  such  ^  system.  Shall  we  coma 
out  with  a  fine,  vaporing,  flourishing  resolution 
about  honor  and  indepeodence,  and  sneak  out  of 
it  bv  forbidding  our  ciiizens  'it>  do  that  which  we 
declare  every  man  of  them  is  entitled  of  right  to 
dol  Shall  we  turn  oUr  face  from  the  enemy, 
«Dd  put  on  the  angry  frown  of  vindictive  aow- 
srdice  towards  our  own  people  t  Show  him  the 
man  who  dare  not  resent  an  insult,  i^ho  shrinks 
from  his  adversary  in  public,  aad  he  would  show 
you  a  lyrani  in  -his  family.  la  proportiofi  as  his 
courage  sinks,  where  there  is  danger,  so  does  it 
rise  where  there  is  none — in  every  respect  the  re- 
verse of  the  man  of  real  boimr  and  real  spirit. 
Such  he  hoped  they  would  not  make  their  model. 
But  why  did  he  thus  idly  waste  his  strength  in  a 
Taia  attempt  to  express  (he  few  confused  and 
acaitered  ideas  floating  in  his  mind.  He  would 
recall  the  attention  of  the  House  to  matter  of 
•ober  and  melancholy  fact — the  condition  of  the 

Gopie.  Whal  was  iti  In  Virginia  the  Septem- 
r  frost  had  destroyed  nearly  half  the  crop,  and 
the  embar^  half  the  value  of  tbe  remainder; 
debts  presstng  op  the  planter  and  taxes  to  pay. 
Bat  perhaps  geoilemen  might  ask,  will  you  go  to 
war— will  you  lay  a  land  tax?  He  would  not, 
for  one,  add  to  the  burden  on  the  citizen — but  be 
WDuid  Beaffle  for  eommetce  as  the  only  means  of 


relieving  him,  the  only  chance  for  revenue.  He 
would  make  (he  struggle,  and  if  we  could  aot 
maialBin  our  rights,  in  the  worat  event,  we  would 
bu(  resort  to  what  was  now  proposed  to  be  done 
in  the  fini  instance. 

Mr.  R.  approved  the  first  member-of  the  second 
resolution  which  went  to  exclude  ships  of  war 
from  our  ports.  Il  wore  an  asfiect  of  imparliality, 
although  one  of  (he  belligerents,  it  was  wdl 
known,  would  be  Hide  affected  by  it.  Tbe  sec- 
ond member  of  (he  resolu(ion  was  object iODabl« 
to  him,  not  only  at  operating  exclusively  on  one 
of  them,  and  in  a  manner  meeting  ih^  views  of 
the  other,  bat  because  he  was  for  opening  our 
ports  to  the  products  of  both,  and  of  the  whole 
worhj,  at  once  In  supply  ourselves  with  necessa- 
ries, and  the  means  of  revenue.  Our  mer- 
chants believe  that,  if  tet  alone,  they  eoald  by 
their  enterprise  carry  on  a  lucrative  trade,  and 
get  us  a  better  price  for  our  produce.  He  was  at 
frasl  willing  lo'indulge  them  in  the  experiment. 
He.coald  not  sea  tbe  grounds  u'poo  which  gentle- 
men refused  their  assent.  If  it'failed,  they  were 
not  obliged  lo  be  aaawerable  for  its  failure ;  but 
so  long  RB  Government  lied  their  hands,  it  wan 
responsible  for  (ho  cons^uences..  Let  (hem  go. 
In  short,  if  we  would  not  maintain  them  in  the 
exercise  of  (heir  inditpoiable  rights,  at  least  let 
us  not  forbid  them  from  attempting  to  use  them. 
If  (be  law  will  not  proie«(  your  person  When  yon 
pats  your  foot  over  your  threshold,  l«i  it  doi 
therefore  confine  you  close  ptiaoner  in  yoor  own 

MoNDAT,  Pecember  5. 
FOREIGN  BELATIONa 

The  unfinished  business  of  Saiutdaf  la^t  be- 
ina:  the  report  of  (he  committee  pa  our  foreign 
Teralions,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Randolph  snolt^abtHit  an  hour  and  a  half, 
in  eootintiaiioD  of  nis  obtervatiot^  of  Salunlay, 
as  given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Lovx  addressed  ihe  Chair  as  follows:  I  rise' 
under  circumstances  of  extreme  discaaragement 
10  address  you,  sir,  while  the  sound  of  a  voice 
wtHch  nevec  fails  (o  interest  in  a  superior  degree 
still  vibrates  oa  my  ear. 

Any  man  whom  I  have  ever  ye(  seen  stand  on 

the  floor  of  a  deliberative  body,  who  abbnid   be 

pelled  to  follow  the  gentlemea  last  up  '  * 


because  1  fo  highly  Honer  that  dispbsiiion 
to  indulgence,  which  this  body  has  sO  often  mani- 
fested, (hat  I  have  now  determined  to  obey  the 
immilHO  of  duty,  at  the  hazard  of,  and  while  I 
feel  myself  ifansporled  beyond  the  restraiai  of 
personal  considerations. 

In  the  observarions  which  I  con(emp]ate  offer- 
ing (0  the  Hous^  it  shall  be  my  endeavor  to  limit 
myself  as  much  as  possible  to  those  important 
topics  af  discussion  aetuallv  before  us ;  and  while 
I  eaonot  cooaent  (o  consiaer  anything  properly 
admissible  in  argnmeot,  which  does  not  relate  lo 
(ha  gieat  quesuooa  pr«seiu«l.ua  by  the  report  and 
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moliuioii,  I  ahkll  Jw  excused  in  expreasin^  mv 
Mfirei  thai  Ibe.  oiembera  of  the  eommillBe  wbich 
bv  led  us  to  tbe  view  of  this  vast  and  extensive 
fieU  oi  political  aurvey,  bave  liitberto  refrained 
from  a  preaeaiation  of  ibeirstaienenta  in  aupporl 
of  ibe  measures  whioh  ihef  reconmend  to  our 
adoptioD. 

The  report  matt  ever  be  acknawled^eJ  on  all 
tides  ai  a  most  aUe  and  correct  eiposiiJoa  of  ihe 
real  sitiMtioo  in  which  Ihe  Ualted  States  siand 
in  relatioa  to  foreign  natiooi ;  aor-dg  I,  sir,  con- 
aider  ihe  eoQciiBiooa  drawn  bjr  the  commilleti  as 
leuCDiitled  tothe  noqiMliGed  approbation  of  every 
AmericaD.  I  hmeat  that  il  ^as  not  been  ibe 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  eoniider  them  both  in  .a 
coanecifd  point  of.  view,  ihe  latter  as  the  namral 
tod  apt  conseqaeaee  of  the  fanner;  and  ibat-a 
diapDiiiioii  hsk  been  evideaeed  evea  in  th«  friends 
o(  ibis  connected  system  alill  more  effectually  to 
disjoint  it,  by  dividing  the  queaiisn  on  !the  Gral 
rewiolioD-  This  seems  indeed  to  be  a  kind  of 
pirlitmeDtsiT  node,  too  J^shionable  with  some 
genilentea  o/this  Houss.  Ii  bas  certainly  how- 
ever Felievedihf  debate  from  some  embarrassment, 
vhea  gentlemen  ^ho  argde  in  opposition  fo  the 
ueasares  recommended  fasveat  length  givtia  some 
character  to  Uieir  arguments  ;  for  although  the 
genllemaa  lasi  up,  did  a  few  days  ago  very  much 
insist  oujbe  entiie  futillly  of  the  first  ressluiion 
th«n,  as  now,  the  subject  of  debate,  he.  to-day  is 
willing  la  admit  that  he  diMeros- in  ibe  tneasure 
aonsequences  of  tba  oimoit  and  mpit  substantial 
unportaoce  to  our  country. 

The  leading  position  slated  ib  the  report  has 
certainly  >  strong  claim,  if  true,  on  the  serious 
aueaiiOD  of  this  House,  and  of  the  nation  ;  ills, 
lhais"ttio«e  principles  recognised  by  the  civilized 
'  world  Bodor.  the  name  of  laws  of  naiiona,  which 
'  berelofore  controlled  bellig«tfeat  Powirs,  regola- 
'  led  ilu'daties  of  oeatrafs,  and  protected  their 
'  rights,  are  now  avowedly  disregarded  or  forgot- 
'  ten  l^y  Great  Britain  and  France.  Bach  of  thess 
''two  nations  capture  and  condemn  all  American 
'  vessels  trading  with  herflBenies  or  her  eneiqies' 
'  allies,«od  every  Europeaa  Pow^  having  beobme 
■  '  a  party  in  the  contest,  Ihe  whole  of  uur  oona' 
'ntica  wiib  Suiope  and  European  colonies  be-i 
'cones  liable  locaplure  by  eitherone'orf  he  otbet.'' 
Is  ibis  statement  Ibunded  i*.  faci.  sir?  Has, the 
able  illustreiion  which  follows  it  been  oontraditfi- 
ed7  No  sir,  no  part  of  ihe  vut  accunnlatton 
of  injury  exbitited  in  support  of  this  assrnion  of 
ibe  commhiee,  has  any  gentleman  vantuied  to 
deny.  Sir,  ii  is  a  fact,  that  the  -Milan  decree  of 
December  17,  1807,  was,  as  in  tis  termit  it  purports 
lobe,  a  comg^Cte  rejoinder  to  t^e  orders  of  the  Brf- 
lisb  Government,  closing  every  point  of  coinniet- 
eial  right  eonten^ed  for  oy  neutrais ;  in  teobaicil 
laoguare  il  tendered  an  issne,  which,  for' us  it 
seefD^.iias  been  loo  fatally  accepted  by  Ihe  oppo- 

Permit  ure,  sir,  to-  oeeaiiy  a  small  portion  of 
tbe  time  of  ibis  House,  in  placing  in  as  obvious  a 
point  of  view  aa  1  am  able^  the  eSecIa  upon  our 
prosperily  of  ihote  injurious  violations  of  rights 
ThU  hat  indeed  beca  already  done  by  other  geD- 


tlemen  most  ably,  and  t  shall  now  only  so  far  con- 
cisely  norice  the  subject,  as  may  be  decessary  to 
ib«  introduction'of  my  argument.  Ii  was  irne, 
indeed,  that  antecedent  lo  ihe  laie  blockade  of 
some  of  tbe  West  India  island?,  which  we  have 
seen  advertised  by  a  Briiiih  admiral,  ihere  waa 
left  lo  us  a  few  of  ihc  crumbs  of  commerce,  not, 
however,  worth  pidting  up;  bnt  in  ihe  present 
complete  state  of  exclaaion,  either  posjiive  or  vir- 
lual,  ittere  is  oolbinglefl  fer  the  coininercial  en- 
terprise of  this  conniry,  but  eeriain  \cak  and  de- 
strnctioa,  should  it  be  permitted  to  venture  on 
the  seas.  France,  ••  active  as  the  crippled  slate 
pf  her  marine  will  allow  her  10- be,  consigns  to 
the  flames  our  vessels  if  mei  with  on  the  ocean, 
and  truly,  in  the  spirit  of  that  relHlialioo  which 
both  nations  avow  as  the  rule  of  their  conduct, 
thus  destroys  our  vessels  lest  Ibey  should  fall  into 
the  bandj  of  her  enemy.  Even  as  the  Britoa 
served  the  DaBe,.so  bas  the  American  lo  ■  lesser 
extent  suffered  under  ibe  most  ouirag eous  and  ag- 
gravaiing  system  of  violence  which  has  ever  dis> 
graced  the  annals  of  civilisation.  It  is  admitted 
on  all  hands,  itaal  unless  the  produce  of  our  soil 
can  find  i»  way  lo  the  colitinent  of  Europe,  it  ia 
1)1  vain  that  the  raisers-ofit  may  expect  a  price 
adequate  even  to  its  freight  across  the  ocean.  It 
is  therefore  only  urged,  sir,  either  from  a  want  of 
consideration,  or.froma  dinpoeiiion  to  delude  and 
deceive  the  people  of  ihi  United  States  (that  part 
ofthem  I  mean  who  are  not  conveisani  in  commer- 
cial affairs)  tiiai  ii  is  insisted'  that  the  tobacco, 
aoAolher  belVy  articles  o/  our  prodnce,  may  still 
^transported  with  any  ehanee  of  profit  to  any 
part  of  Europe.  If  lo  England,  it  has  been  ably 
sljown  that  the  superabundant  supply  would  ao 
far  overstocli  lha»  market  as  to  rednee  it  brfow 
the  price  of  its  freight,  even  if  it  could  b«  insured 
acaiost  French  risks ;  but  if  bound  direelty  lo 
Prance,  it  is  proved  to  as,  gir,  not  by  speecbe* 
in  PaWiameoI,  or  ministerial  painphleis,  bnt  by  the 
examinaiJoB  on  oaih  of  men  all  their  lives  conver- 
sant in  trnde,  that  Ibc-risk  is  considered  as  equal 
to  ninety  per  cent  &ince  the  emanation  of  the  Bri- 
tish orders  of  blockade  of  November  the  llih, 
1S07.  To  go  directly  to  Vranoe  or  the  ports  of 
the  Continent  under  her  control,  is  out  of  ike 
question.  England  has  forbidden  it,  and  she  baa 
the  physical  meaQi,  the  mechanical  force  which 
carries  her  orders  against  us  into  effect  to  almost 
an  absolute  certainly. 

The  only  practical  course  left  open  for  our 
commerce  is  a  transporialion  of  its  ariides  in  the 
first  place  to  England,  nod  then,  sir,  we  areeonde- 
sceodiogly'iold,  sjid  it  is  said  lo  be  yielded,  bs  a 
mitigated  measure  of  strict  justice  on  the  pan  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  jhai  we  map,  on  the  pav- 
meni  of  a  tax  and  an  acxnowledgmentof  his  right 
to  iribntf,  proceed  lo  a  nation  where  we  might 
find  a  demand  for  our  producis.  Let  us  suppoM 
then,  that  there  is  an  American  wbn  could  be 
found  base  enough,  in  the  pursuit  of  gain,  thus  to 
makeafurmal  nnqnalifiedanrrenderofeveiy thing 
which  pertains  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  bis 
country.  Be  pays  a  lax  to  England,  and  noder 
iha  royal  lieenae  ka  departs  from  tbe  British  poet 
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iato  which  he  has  been  forced.  No  diffieullf 
will  follow  wilh  such  men,  J  knaw,  sir,  in  uaing 
the  arls  of  fraud,  perjury,  and  corruplion,  to  put 
DD  ihe  false  show  of  having  made  a  direct  voyage. 
luUeed,  the  mean  spirit  which  could  stoop  to  dis- 
boDor  the  flag  of  its  country,  in  in  'my  opinion 
pSBl  other  ce.nsure.  He  arrives  in  n  conlinenUl 
port,  nnd  under  ihe  mask  of  ^ception,  puts  off 
nis  polluted  wares;  he  receives  in  returns  cargo 
of  the  products  of  the  country  which  has  aflbtded 
a  high  price  for  his  tobacco,  or  other  arlicie  of 
American  growth  ;  he  lakes  a  clearance  for  the 
United  Slates,  bat  again  when  al  sea,  upon  the 
calculatioD  of  ninety  per  cent,  against  his  safe  re- 
lurn  lo  America,  he  is  compelled  again  to  visit 
«ad  pay  bis  tribute  to  England  ;  inlependent  of 
the  disgraceful  surrender  o£  the  sovereignty  of 
his  nation.  Where  are  the  profits,  which  under 
such  circumttances  eoutd  intiure  to  ihe  agricul- 
turist a  price  equal  td  the  freight  even  of  lh»  ar- 
ticle 1  The  estimate  of  tales  hen  been  already 
made  by  other  geoiletnen,  who  have  had  the  pa- 
tience or  curiosLiy  to  make  a  calculation  on  (he 
subject,  and  it  has  been  proved,  that  od  the  score 
of  profit,  no  iDducenieni  would  be  offered  forsuch 
a  prostitution  of  character. 


al  stat«  of  all  our  commerce  in  the  products  of 
our  country,  ever  since  the  British  and  French 
decrees  bevc  been  in  operation,  ihnt neither  the  fair 
and  bonorabje  couduct  sf  the  American  mercbant, 
nor  yet  the  mean  and  corrupt  suhmissioaof  those 
who  would  barter  for  gain  all  <ense  of  thq  iMie- 
pendence  and  iligoity  of  their  country,  wouM  se- 
cure a  price  forour  commodiiieB.  No  doubt  can 
«si9i  on  the  mind  of  any  man  who  will  take  a 
candid  view  of  the  real  situation  in  which  onr 
external  commerce  was  placed  by  the  conduct  of 
the  belligerents,  but  that  the  embargo  has  from 
■  particular  operation,  and  the  slate  of  leotiniBot 
among  our  merchants,  had  the  effect  of  keeping 
up  tbe  prices  of  onr  jiroduce,  beyond  what  they 
would  have  been,  had  we  permitted  our  com- 
merce to  be  exposed  to  the  capture  of  foreign 

I  have  been  compelled  to  take  this  abort  notice 
of  the  situation  of  things  produced  by  the  British 
orders  of  November  11, 1807.  And,  before  I  pro- 
ceed, give  me  leave  to  say  Ibat  to  my  astonish- 
ment 1  have  heard  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
last  up  (Mr.  Randolph.)  assert  more  than  once 
on  this  ,Boor,  that  ihia  state  of  things  waa  not 
kitowu  to  us,  and  that  we  were  not  informed  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  at  the  time  the  em- 
bargo was  laid.  It  is  a  fact,  sir,  that  those  orders 
were  understood  at  that  time,  or  might  have  been 
■o  by  every  gentleman  in  Congress;  fur.  by  a  re- 
currence to  a  newspaper  (the  National   lutelli- 


lications  as  I  believe  they  have  since  any  where 
been.  The  paper  I  allude  to  waa  read  bygeuUe- 
men  of  every  description  of  political  opinion,  aod 
indeed  by  thqseof  nodescripttou,  if  we  have  such 
in  Congress,  and  I  recollect  some  gentleman  did 
in  debate  urge  the  weightof  this  intelliffencc.  I 
well  remember,  that  many,  and  myaelf  among 
others,  did  insist  on  the  probability  of  those  re- 
taliatory measures  on  theparl  of  England,  as  soon 
as  it  was  known  there  that  France  meant  (a  act 
on  tbe  decree  of  November,  1806,  against  Ameri- 
can coQimerce ;  but  I  dO  not  pretend  to  say  (bat 
the  gentleqian  heard  this,  or  apy  other  argument 
used  on  that  occasion. - 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  far  from  improbable  that 
our  Oovernment  might  have  iDformalioh  al  that 
time,  although  not  of  so  authentic  a  nature, -oi 
perhaps  of  too  delicate  a  one  to  difclose'ii,  that 
the  British  crdera  would  certainly  issue;  when 
we  recollect  that  our  Minister  who  had  been  re- 
sident al  London,  and  ai-hiii  own  request  had  re- 
turned, did  actually  leavq  England  from  tbe  10th 
Id  the  14th.  I  b«liev«,ofNorember,and  wason  the 
18th  of  December,  either  at  this  place,  or  some- 
where in  Ihe  United  Stales;  where  be  had  an  op- 
portunity of  corresponding  with  the  member*  of 
the  Govefnotent,  I  think  the  probability  of  a  prettv 
certain  Jntimation.of  their  existense,  very  mucn 
enhanced. 

The  debate  on  Ihe  subject  of  the  embargot  I 
have  always  considered,  sir,  as  disorderly  in  itie 
present  discussion.  The  time  will  come  vfHea  it 
will  probably  not  be  so;  it  will  then  he  in  time 
to  see  whether  ibis  measure  has  had  its  expected 
effect;  but  1  have  felt  myself  compelled  to  Dotice 
so  much  of  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  last 
[  up,  lest  false  impressions  might  be  iuad6  oC  tbe 
minds  of  othets)  as  to  the  whole  ground  which 
influenced  tbe  measure.  The  Message,  and  so 
much  of  the  documeots  tfecompanying  it,  as  the 
reading  of  has  been  called  for,  I  also  admit  were 
important  in  forraUg  a  decision,  but  I  do  not  ac- 
quiesce under  the  charges  so  often  here  and  else- 
where repeated,  that  this  House  was  solely  goT- 
erned  by  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  Message  for 


^spaper  (thi 
er)  printed  in  this  city,  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember— the  day  I  believe  on  which  we  received 
the  President's  Message — it  will  be  found, that  in 
no  less  than  three  extracts  from  British  papers, 
two  I  think  from  London,  and  one  tVom  Liver- 

Snol,  those  orders  were  said  lo  have  issued  on  the 
ay  they  are  now  found  to  bear  dale,  and  ibeir 
import  and  rSectareasweil  defiaad  in  those  pub- 


I  beg  the' pardoti  of  .the  House  for  having  suf- 
fered mysen  to  be  led  from  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion before  us.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  system  ofmeasures  recommended  by  Ihe  com- 
mittee ;  it  is  time  indeed,  1  admit,  to  adopi  some 
course  which  shall  be  strongly  calcblated  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  on  our  enemies;  and  whatever  raajr 
be  the  construction  put  by  dtBVrenl  persons  on  the 
character  of  ihe'embargo,  and  whether  that  waa 
a  measure  of  coercion  or  otherwise^  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate lo  avow  ihat  we  should  now  pursue  a  course 
of  policy  Bjrowediy  retaliatory,  having  reprisal 
for  its  direct  object.  Neither  our  interests  nor 
our  honor  permit  ns  longer  to  hesitate.  Tbe 
measutcs  indicated  by  the  tecood  resolutioD,  are 
in  mv  opinion  wisely  designed,  and  eminenily 
calculated  for  this  purpose.  Even. the  geotleman 
from  Virginia  sees  in  them  a  strong  and  energetic 
character ;  they  aje  indeed  of  a  distinct'  descrip- 
liou .  from  the  embargo.    That  was  perhaps  K 
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measure  of  b  mixed  cbaracter,  inlended  for  im- 
mediBteaelf'preserTatiDii,  Bod  with  a  probable  ul- 
terior deaigD  of  coeTotoQ  on  oar  eaemies.  The 
one  of  those  eCTects  has  been  realised  to  a  most 
salniarj  extent.'  The  other  I  believe,  sir,  would 
baTe  been  so,  had  not  the  means  of  counterac- 
tion, which  hare  been  so  paitrOilly  sl]d  «o  ofteo 
dwelt  on,  been  reiorted  to,  by  the  unpriaeipled 
rart  of  the  mercantile  community,  often  in  oom- 
Di nation,  I  beliere,  with  a  foreiga.Fower. 

If  Mr.  Canning  is  correct  in  the  issertioa  con- 
uiaol  in  hut  letter  of  the  d3d  September,  that  the 
rain  of  ihectimiHercial  prosperity  of  Great  Brit- 
ain mast  anoihitate  her  eXisICDCe,  the  contempla- 
ted iahibition  of  commerce  with'  that  kin^om 
will  have  a  direct  effect,  and  act  coercirely  ,upoQ 
her.  .When  we  reflect  upon  Uie  silnklioo  of  Eu- 
rope, and  find  that  there  remaiat  no  plieeof  im- 
porianee  to  which  England  eau  export  the  arti- 
cles of  her  manDfactnres,  upon  which  her  people 
depend  for  subsistence  and  life;  and  when  we- re- 
collect that  from  the  estimsies  before  as,  since  the 
ecelasion  of  British  goods  from  (he  Ehiropean  con- 
tinent, the  importations  to  this  country  have  .in'- 
ereased  in  one  year  fifty  per  cent.,  the  effect  sf  a 
total  n 08- importation  cannot  be  misapprehended. 
It  nmst,  it  win,  retort  apoa  her  the  most  aggja- 
Tatin^  part  oC  her  system  of  oatrage  oa  tbis.coun- 
try  ;  it  will  iBeet  her  interior  relations,  as  she  has 
attempted  to  affect  onrs. 

I  hazard  noibing,  sir,  by  assertifig  that  wbat- 
erer  may  be  the  result,  thevmeasute  is  calculated 
toJiare  a  most  powerful  affect,  on  both  France 
aikd  England. 

Boi,were  ivnot  a  coll  whiob  the  honor  and  in- 
dependence of  our  country  has  made  ob  ui,  to 
offer  some  means  of  retaliation  and  reprisal,  it 
tDiwI  be  DotorioDsip  erery  man  of  reflection',  that 
the  safety  of  our  own  country^  and  its  real  re- 
sources  call  for  an  immediate  suspension  ofin- 
tercoone.  ]  hava  shown  thai  so  long  as  tbe 
present  state  of.thiag»  continues  in  Europe,  it  is 
impossible  the  heavy  articles  of  our  prod'uce  can 
find  I  competent  market.  If  the  manu/actores, 
hoHerer,  of  those  couiltries  are  eoqlinued  to  be 
imported,  our  ulerchaBts  wiH  continue  to  make 
remittances.  Those  remittances  can  be  in  nothing 
but  money,  and  thus  we  shall  be  droned  of  the 
little  specie  which,  under  the  disadrantages  of 
oor  commerce;  has  yet  been  left  among  us;  our 
own  safety,  therefore,  no\  Less  than  the  desire 
which  most  actuate  the  hoiom  of  erery  Aiaeri* 
can,.pTumpis  the  contemplated  meaiore. 

It  is  not  lo  principles  of  reasoning  alone,  how- 
erer  stroa?  and  imposing  (hey  are,  that  we  may 
resort  for  the  support  of  (hecouifae  recommended. 
There  is  an  example,  sir,  an  illus(rious  one,  one 
which  I  trost  will  ever  he  of  high  anthoriiy  on 
ibis  floor;  it  is  the  example  of  ihe  House  ofRep- 
FCmntaiives  ofahe  session  bf  1793-4.  Then,  as 
now,  harassed  by  a  superior  naval  Power,  and 
oar  produce  alike  intercepted  by  tbe  hostile  grasp 
of  an  Entopean  nation,  a  non-importation  law 
was  deterroiaed  on  by  a  great  majority  of  tbi 
popular  brsneh  of  the  QoverDmeot ;  tbe  rCsolu 
tion  of  Mr.  Clark  was  inltodnoed  and  snpporled 


by  names  of  the  highest  nulbority.in  this  country. 
We  find  amon|i  them  a  Madison,  aDearborrt,  and 
others,  some  of  whom  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
stand  on  this  floor  with,  and  to  think,  and,  I  trust, 
to  act  with,  on  this  subject.  Had  the  measure, 
at  that  day,  been- carried  into  e^ct,  aswastha 
wish  of  this  branch  of  the  Oorernment,  we  should 
not  now  be  obliged  to  detail  ihe  humilialing  in- 
sults and  injuries  we  have  received.  The  adher- 
ence io  that  system  of  "policy  wopld  bare  taught 
.otir  enemies  that  we  did  not  prize  their  gold  more 
tban-our  own  independence — another  course  was, 
however,  pursued  which  has  never  failed  to  pro- 
duce vexation  and  loss  upon  the  commuDity. 

Sir,  inrpcurringtotraosaetions  of  former  limes, 
would  it  not  have  been  more  profitable  to  us,  as 
well  as  more  landable  for  the  gentleman  last  up, 
(Mr.  RAHDOLPa.)  to  have  searched  for  an  exam- 
ple, somewhat  BpplicaMe  lo  tbe  present  great 
crisis,  TVher  than  industriously  hnniiiDg  up  fanci- 
ful charges  agalosi  the  man  who  has  so  lately 
triumphed  io  the  hearts  of  the  people?  I  had 
hoped  the  occasion  bad  now  passed  'by.  when  a 
~  Io  such  attempts  would  be  thought  neces- 
Indeed,  sir,  it  was  lutle  to  be  expected 
uy  gentleman  would,  at  a  period  even  less 
IS  than  the  present,  liare  made  beforethis 
body^nothef  charge  against  s  man,  high  in  office, 
unless'it  was  gronoded  on  something  belter  than 
a  production  ushered  on  the  community  under 
an  anonymous  auttiorily,  and  the  urongiest  sus- 
picion or  falsehood.  '  The  source  of  (his  produc- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  understood,  aod  give  me 
leave  to  ask  of  gentlemen  who  act  upon  it,  as  the 

5 round  of  criraioation,  nhelhep  it  is  intended  by 
le  author  that  he  should  have  another  appeal  to 
the  people?  Sir.  the  people  have  at  ibis  day  de- 
cided. Whaiisnext'iobedooe')  Andhowmnor 
cruisers  a^tost  reputation  are  we  now  to  have 
fitted  out  in  this  House? 


The  geatlemao  has  indulged  bimself  by  repeat- 
g  to  tliis   House  some   of  the' predictions  ofa 


ing 


States  Constitution.  Qreat,  sir.  as  were  the  tal- 
ents of  the- deceased  patriot  alluded  lo,  his  fore- 
sight had  not  enabled  him  (o  look  forward  lo  a 
crisis  like  the  present.  He  has  indeed  expressed 
an  opihion,  that  America  would  never  hare  any- 
thing to  fear  from  Europe;  that  as  lo'dangera 
from  thkl  quarter,  we  might  go  to  sleep,  were 
the. emphatic  expressions  of  this  most  ^oquent 
maUi  Had  his  capacious  mind  compie bended 
a  state  of  ibings  like  the  present,  it  is  obvious,  we 
should  not  have  seen  him  so  zealous  in  opposing 
the  net^  system  of  Union..  Had  he  been  able  to 
foretell  that  in  twenty  years  from  the  time  he 
urged  thisargument,Rgainsiihe  increase  of  power 
in  the  federative  Qoreronjent,  the  Slate  of  Europe 
coaldbeso  completely  changed,  that  a  single  mon- 
arch was  to  wlpldths  empire  of  the  ContioeBI, 
while  Great  Brrtain  was  at  th»  same  time  to  com- 
mand an  entire  and  undispoled  soveMignty  over 
all  the  sf BE  of  1^  world — he  would  not  willingly 
^ave  afforded  arnrgoment  to  be  used,  when  these 
evils  are  realiited  agaipst  Amerie?,  itt  order  to 
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destroy  the  uoion  of  ber  Qouocils,  or  impair  ihi 
confidence 'ic  her  ruleia,  mucb  less  indeed  forthi 
purposes  of  deierria^,  by  the  fear  of  peeuDtary 
expenditure,  ibis  aatioa  from  itubniittlng  afain 
to  be  taxed  by  Great  Britain.  If  I  have  truly 
learned  the  character  of  chat  great  man,  he  was 
among  the  iirsl  tn  resist  tbe  tight  of  taTMion  fcom 
Eoglaad.  Could  hebive  lived  to  behold  ibis  day, 
when  his  arguments  are  quoted  for  the  purpose 
of  paralyzing  our  resistance  against  her  renewed 
mttemplB  of  taialion,,  by  forcing  our  vessels 
British  pons,  thereto  pay  a  tax  on  tbeprodut 
oiirsoil,boweitremewoutdhaTeheen  hisanguishi 

Bui,  sir,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  discussion. 
Considering  the  course  recooimended  by  the  com- 
mittee as  it  must  be,  and  ought  to  be  avowed  to 
be,  adopted  for  the  direct  purposes  of  coercion 
and  Eorious  action  upon  the  interests  of  our  com- 
mercial enemies,  I  would  not  determine  to  carry 
it  inio  immediate  and  uoconditiDoal  effect,  if  aay 
hope  still  remained  of  amicable  adjustmeliC ;  but 
where  can-sucb  a  trope  be  supposed  to  exist  ?  The 
iwo  great  belligereDta,  each  propose  a  relaialion 
only  in  case  their  enemyshould  do  so.  Let  us 
examine,  then,  what  are  the  hopes  of  relaxation 
from  either  1 

As  to  France,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  British 
Minfsier  be  correct,  and  S^Dglaod  is  vitally  de- 
pendent on  commerce,  this  is  (he  r^ry  state  of 
things  most  to  be  desired  by  Franae;  the  cam- 
paigns of  18DS  and  1806,  were  n^it  more  fatal  to 
the  Qovernmeots  of  the  coaliliun,  than  the  inar- 
itime  campaign  Oreat  Britain  is  bow  waging 
afraitist  commercial  tights  is  fatal  to  herself,  and 
mast  he  ultimately  triumphant  tQ  ber  enemy. 

Aa  to  England,  such  has  been  her  conduct,  and 
•0  many  impediments  hpa  she  heaped  in  the  way 
of  Bdjuslment,  that  ailhougb  ruin  and  destruc- 
tioD  should  be  yawning  to  receive  her,  it  seems 
extravagant  to  hope  for  a  voluulary  restoratioa 
of  our  rights^ 

The  considerations  which  forbid  the  hope  of  a 
change  as  to  England,  independent  of  her  poHtire 
tefusal,  are  DUmerous.  In  the  first  place,  sir,  it  is 
proven  by  the  conduct  and  declarations  of  her 
owa  Cabinet,  that  the  evils  we  now  suffer  from 
her  are  the  result  of  a  system,  long  meditate'd  and 
now  matured,  for  Ihe  mooopoiy  of  the  oommeree^ 
of  the  world.  We  need  no  other  proof  of  this 
than  the  incautious  idode  ot  reaiooing  adopted 
by  Mr.  Canning,  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  bis 
Governmentj  on  the  ground  of  French  aggres- 
sions. In  bis  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney  of  the  S3d 
September,  180B,  he  tells  us,  that  "the  mitigated 
'  measure  of  retaliation  aanounced  by  His  Majesty 
'  ID  the  Onlers  in  Council  of  the  seventh  of  Jan- 
'  uary,  and  the  further  extension  oFthat  measure, 
<  (by  the  Orders  in  Council  of  November,  which 
*  he  Calls  an  extension  in  operation,  but  not  in 
'  principle,  of  the  orders  of  7th  lof  January  )  are 
'  fouaded  on  the  right  of  retaliation."  If  this  be 
the  case,  sir,  and  those  two  tjrders  are  indeed  of 
auch  kindred  principle.  I  would  ask  of  the  British 
Minisler,  bow  th.e  oniec  of  Mb^1806,  is  to  be 
applied  1  The  orderof  bltickad^  the  Contiaent 
ffota  Brest  to  the  Kibe,  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay 


to  the  North  Sea,  of  which  oar  Minister  reiideat 
at  London  was  aoiified  on  the  l€ih  of  May,  1806, 
is  in  its  terms  and  principles  preci>ely  similar  to 
thalof  January  7ih,  1607.  It  has  in  it  these  word^ 
"and  the  said  coasts,  rivers,  and  porti,  are,  end 
must  becocsidertd  as  blockaded."  An  exception 
is  then  extended  to  neutral  ressela^  not  ladeaed 
wiib^oods,  the  property  of  the  enemies  of  Britain; 
subjecthoweveilotbe following  proTiHioit:  "Pro- 
'  vided,  the  said  ships  and  vei^eLs  so  approaching 
'  and  entering,"  (except  as  to  the  ports  from 
O&tepd  to  the  river  Seine,  which  are  declared  in 
a  rigorous  stale  of  bloekade,]  "  shall  not  have  been 
'  laden  at  any  port  belonging  lo  or  in  the  po«ses- 
'  sion  of  any  of  His  Majesty's  enemies,  and  that 
'  the  said  ships  bo  sailing  from  (he  said, rivers  and 
'  ports(exceptaiaforesa1d)shallaot  he  destined  to 
'  any  port  belonging  to,  or  in  the  possesstoaUfaDy 
'  of  Hii  Majesty's  eaemies."  Here  then,  sir,  we 
find  the  commeQCement  of  the  principle  now  said 
to  Ikave  been  adopted,  in  retaliation  of  the  Orders 
of  France  ^f  the  21st  November  following.  The 
proclamation  of  May,  1806,  and  (he  Orders  of 
January,  1807,  are  the  same  in  terms,  both  but- 
parts  of  that  sysltera  of  monopoly  which  Qreat 
Biiiaia  has  so  obvtouily  determined  to  enforce. 
Let  us  bear  no  more  theig,  sir,  of  His  Majesty's 
retaliation  in  hiijiist  defence.  It  is  not  pretended 
by  Mr.  Canning,  or  any  oug  for  him  ob  this  side 
the  water,  that  France  iTad  commeuoed  her  prea- 
entcareei  of  aggression  by  bloclrade,  prioc  to  Hay 
1806.  The  truth  is,  sir,  atid  it  did  not  require  a 
warning  voice  from  (be  other  si^e  of  the  water 
10  inform  u^of  it,  that  Great  Britain  is  deferiliined 
to  make,  if  slie  can,  all  nations  tributary  to  b«r 
maritime  greatness.  From  the  time  of  the  B,eT<>> 
luiioa,  this  policy  has  been  decided  on  by  tbe 
British  Cabinet,  and'it  has  accordingly  made  itself 
appear,  whenever  an  apt  occasion  has  called  for 
it. '  Let  us  attend  for  a  Otomeot  to  the  course  she 
has  [lursued.  The  dtxitrinesof  Sheffield  wereabout 
to  be  enforced  upon  us,  and  were  indeed  in  actual 
operation,  when  the  renovated  union  of  tbe  Slates, 
under  the  new  Constitution,  gave  us  sufficient 
rOgtb,  <and  enabled  us  to  auord  sufficient  se- 
ity  to  mercantile enterf  rise  to-couateract  theni, 
I  to  defeat  ihe  hopes  of  supplanting  us,  in  oui 
ural  ibaie  of  commerce.  But  soon  an  occasioo 
offered,  when  America  might,  in  tbe  opinion  of 
the  British  Cabinet,  be  agaip  reduced  to  a  colonial 
lystem  of  commerce ;  and  in  March,  1793,  we  fitiil, 
from  the  collection  of  State  papers  of  that  dale, 
that  Great  Britain  had  entered  into  a  confedsra- 
wiib  Elussia,  ta  prohibit  the  export*  of  nett' 
tral  prbduce  to  France.  This  determination  was 
followed  up  by  the  British  orders  of  June  and 
November,  17911.  I  do  not  wish;  sir,  by  tracing 
so  far  back  the  system  of  aggression  on  iho  pari 
of  Eitglaod,  to  go  in  pursuit  of  an  inquity,  futile 
indeed  at  this  day,  as  to  ihe-priority  of  aggresston 
from  France  or  England  ;  but  I  mean,  by  noting 
at  different  peiioda  the  saiae  appearance  of  hos- 
tility to  the  maritime  righ^  ol  this  country,  to 
show  that  it  has  been  the  efiect  of  syslent  and 
design,  aod  not  ofaocidenlorja*tifiahlenee«asity, 
at  now  eonteniJed. 
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"We  hare  already  seen  how  the  syRlem  of  ag- 
mMJoo  of  ]793  was  checked;  ia  1799  the  same 
disposiiioD  we  find  reaewed  in  ihe  British  Cabi- 
Del ;  and  by  authoritjr  emuiatiog  from  the  King, 
a  prineiple  is  aiiempted  to  be  enforced,  which 
w»s  La  destroy  the  neutral  right*  of  AniEtJce, 
SeTcral  CDDdemnBtJDiis  bad  xAefi  place  in  ber 
markime  courts,  wheo  on  the  cepreseatatioa  of 
oar  Miniiiter  (be  attempt  was  KaiQ  relioquiibed,- 
sod  ID  April,  leOl,  th«  niaat  lormal  recogDition 
of  oar  rights  officially  made. 

Sir,  it  may  be  useftil  (o  pauie,  and  compare 
ihose  times  with  the  preseal.  [n  ITOS  and  1790, 
differences  as  now  eiistiog  beiweett  the  French 
sad,  America  a  OoTeriimeDis,  Qreat  Britain  is 
anxious  to.  force  us  iolo  the  war,  by  distrewiag 
our  caromerce  and  towing  the  seeds  of  discontent 
among  our  cilizeos,  lo  1801,  when  there  was  a 
most  d£eisire  cKpressioa  of  the  public  will  in 
favor  of  the  independent  rights  of  this  ecuotry, 
wben  an  Administraiidti  wa> introduced  into  this 
QoTcmment  which  it  Was  known  would  neither 
be  driven  or  persuaded  le  oomproTQil  its  interests, 
the  hopes  wbich  wera  raised  of  success  in  the 
Briiiab  Cabinet  were  again  dissipated,  and  ihey 
hasten  to  reooanee  the  principles  ihey  acied-on. 
L.et  the  history  of  that  time  be  qow  a  osefal  les' 
soQ  la  Di;  if  hopes  of  a  division  and  a  strong 
British  interest  in  ihiscoantry  have  been  iaIaeLy 
eherkbed,'Iet  ihem  now  be  dissipated  by  the  vast 
pre  pond  era  DC  J  which  basoot  ceased  to  increase, 
and  has  so  lately,  on  so  warmly  contested  an  oc- 
casion, been  amply  manifested  to  the  world.  In 
1805,  Britain  resam'ed  ifae  mariiime  prineiple  she 
had  fonmerly  abdicated  in  1801.  The  cases  of 
'  tha  Essex,  the  Enoch,  and  the  Macs,  were  signals 
to  their -eruisen ;  as  the  correspondence  laid  on 
oai  table*  last  Spring  iaforms  us,  our  commerce 
'vaa  swept  from  the  ocean  In  the  little  space  ef  a 
few  weeks.  WheU  the  gentleman  Irom  Massa- 
ebuBctlB  (Mr.  QoiiiCY)  leilrus  of  the  efleols  of 
an  embargo  for  twelT«  months,  and  goes  on  to 
csttmaie  the  cost,  why  has  .be  forgoiiea  that  in 
one  fortnight  our  commerce  ^uS^red  mote  from 
the  iajaries  of  a  fbreigg  Power  than,  by  a  ipeas- 
ure  calculaied  to  prevent  a  repetition'  of  ih^  in- 
jary,  ii  could  suffer  from  many  years  operation"? 

JBul,  sir,  we  have  reason  ID  iear,  that  not  even 
tbe  renewed  evidences  of  utiion  wtuGh  haveiately 
been  exhibited  ia  this  country,  cair  now  have  the 
effect  of  averting  the  evils  of  this  threatened 
•maritime  tyranny.  And  another  cause  to  destroy 
our  liopes  of  Bccommodatioti  exists  in  wttat  we 
bear  of  iheneeetsiiies  of  England.  ~  Qreat  ind^d 
Ihey  muat  he,  if  the  account*  of  her  owj>  writers 
are  correct,  and  more  tierhaps  than  the  plunder 
of  the  world  can  satisly.  If  instead  of  twenty 
millioBa  ofaoDual  supply,  as  waarequiredai  the 
eommeocement  of  the  war  of  1793,  she  now  re- 
qDircsan  annual  supply  of  about  fifty  millions  to 
carry  on  her  content  with  the  Coniineai,  and  if 
isfftead  of  a  permanent  d^t  requiring  the  pay- 
meat  of  an  annual  interest  of  fourleen.or  sixteen 
millions  of  poutids  sterling,  h?r  permanent  debt 
ia  so  magnilied  as  to  require  an  annual  supply 
for  the  discbarge  of  iaterex  alone,  of  thirty-hve 


r  forty  milllo 


IS  of  pounds  starling,  we  may  in- 
omeifiingorihe  neoesslties  of^that 


Kingdom,  and  find  in  other  considerations,  inde- 
pendent of  a  natural  jealomy  and  hatred  towarda 
us,  suBicieDt  ground  for  ber  piratical  exactions.  If 
the  commvree  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world  is 
to  be'  made  to  ^y  tribute  to  her  superior  naval 
stiength,  and  thus  feed  the  nronster  that  devoura 
them ;  if  America  is  indignantly  lo  subscribe  her 
quota  of  immense  taxation  to  support  entire  the 
vast  expense  of  this  dominion  claimed  over  all 
the  waters  of  the  earth,  I  confess  it  is  possible  the 
grand  plBa.of  universal  monopoly  may  succeed, 
and  the  countless  aecnmulation  of  the  British 
national  debt  will  form  no  obstacle  to  her  gran- 
deu^or  the  ease  and  happiness  of  her  people. 
But  this  is  aquestian  which  addresses  itself  to 
the  honor,  to  the  pairiatism,  and  the  virtue  of 
every  American.  On  this  question,  I  believe,  sir, 
there  isoo  division  among  us  ;  we  all  profess  to 
emulate  the  genuine  spirit  of  1776. 

1  fear,  indeed,  there  are  other  obstacles  to  fair 
and'bonorable  adjustment  with  England,  which 
will  be  difficult  to  overcome.  Many  are  the  iiemi 
of  injury  which  we  have  been  baffled  in  all  our 
attempts  to  obtain  r^ress  fori 

T|ie  article  of  impressment  stands  ia  impof 
tance  at  the  head  of  the  list;  it  is  a  claim  loo 
degrading  to  freerhen,  too  insulting  to  the  sov- 
erelgnty  of  this  nation,  ever  to  lose  sight  of.  I 
hope  for  the  honor  of  our  country  that  we  shall 
never  yield  the  right  of  civility  to  a  nation  who 
attempts  to  enforce  it  on  us)  it  was  properly 
made  the  copditioo  precedent  10  any  treaty  our 
agents  at  the  British  Court  were  authorized  to 
form  }  nor,  sir,  should  we  be  content  with  a  sup* 
poeed  relaxation  of  the  practice  so  long  as  iba 
principle  is  claimed.  We  have,  indeed,  a  noted 
evideiKe  of  relaxation  in  this  practice  in  the  fa- 
mous note  of  Notrember  8, 1806,  so  much  relied 
on  by  our  Ministers  in  London,  but  in  which  ex* 
perience  has  shown  no  faith  could  he  placed;  for 
by  a  recurrence  to  the  doeument'Wiih  whieh  wa 
have  been  furnished  very  lately  on  the  subject  of 
impressments,  we  find  tbpt  from  the  date  of  that 
note  to  the  lima  when  it  was  probable  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  treaty  was  known  in  England,  a  nura- 
bet  of  our  ciiixens,  equal  to  any  number  in  the 
like  length  of  time  in  any  former  period,  wera 
'subjected  to  impressment  into  the  British  service. 
Indeed,  fOr  my  own  part,  sir,  I  never  could-con- 
strue  that  DOie.lo  mean  even  an  iosihuation  that 
the  practice  was  lo  be  desisted  from, 'but  rather  a 
new  avowal  of  the  principles  of  it. 

Another  item  in  onr  accounts, ''which  must 
have  an  honorable  adjustment  before  a  pacific 
undjerstandiiig  can  ever  return,  is  ihe  outrage 
commided  on  our  sovereignty  by  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake.-  Whatever  the  apologists  of 
England  may  lay.  no  American  will  venture  to 
prououDce,  in  the  candor  of  his  mind,  that  our 
lisfaciion  have  not  been  completely 
part,  and  most  shamefully  and 
'  '  'ly  England.  Sjr,  it  is  no 
secret  now,  auu  vqurc-say  it  has  been  a«owed  at 
St.  James's,  that  the  person  sent  here  for  the  par- 
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pose  or  making-  sktisfactioD  to  this  DXion,  was 
neither  aulborized  or  iutended  lo  healthc  wnuod 
ibe  feeliogs  of  America  bad  suslBiDed.  Who  is 
there,  on  ibia  or  the  otber  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
who  nss  erer  beard  what  were  the  specific  prop- 
ositions of  redress  inieoded  to  be  made  1  There 
may  be  some  who  hear  me,  wbo  liaow  more  of 
the  secrets  of  foreign  Governments  tban  1  do, 
who  eoald  lell  us  what  that  person  came  to  (his 
country  for.  From  ererything  I  hare  seen  or 
beard,  if  I  was  aslied-  lo-daf  wbat  he  had  corne 
for,  I  knowof  noanswerl  daregive.  Perhaps  he 
catne,  sir,  lo  Isern  us  the  art  of  bowing,  to  teach 
Ds  kindly  somelbiog  of  (he  etiquette  of  a  Euro- 
pean Court.  He  has,  indeed,  attended  our  nation- 
al levee,  and,  after  presenting  himself  lo  (he  pre^ 
aiding  perEOnage,  lurned  upon  ibe  surrounaioK 
erond,  has  taken  this  man  by  the  elbow,  to  Ibat 
he  hat  whispered,  and  with  a  third  may  perhaps 
have  transBctrd  some  little  matter  of  business,  and 
in  due  time,  seeming  to  protest,  with  an  honi  soil 
qiii  tfuU  y  petite,  has  taken  his  leave. 

There  are  other  Bubjecla  of  minor. imporlunce, 
for  the  seitlementof  which  we  have 'a  right  to 
look.  Neither  (be  fait  principles  of  oar  com- 
merce, as  connected  with  the  coionial  trade,  have 
been  adjusted,  or  compensation  for  tbe  losses  we 
have  sustaiced  by  depredations  on  cur  property 
on  the  seas,  been  ujade.  -     - 

But,  were  these  questions  of  claim  'settled,  or 
did  ibey  not  exist,  we  haae,  I  fear,  too  satisfac- 
tory' evidence  of  the.  determined  hostility  of  (hi 
British  Kin^,  to  permit  us  lo  hope  that  we  cai 
longer  avoid  measures  of  a  slrong  character  and 
quality,  such  as  I  admit  those  under  considera- 
tion to  be.  For  ihi»  ground  of  support  to  the 
measures  recommended,  I  refer,  with  indigoalion^ 
to  the  proclamation  of  the  British  King  issued' 
aome  time  in  the  last  Spring.  Sir,  in  my 
mation,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  o 
act  of  noslilily  more  insulting,  or  of  a  cbaraecer 
more  obviously  inimical  than  that  instruction 
pnblished  in  our  gazettes,  in  which  the  British 
King  has  proelaimed'  immunity  to  the  vioIa(oni 
oTour  embargo  laws.  Has  he  no[  thus,  in  open; 
flagraDt,  and  the  most  undistinguished  (erras,  of- 
fered rewards  for  insurrection  among  (he  people. 
of  the  United  States,  erected  the  standard  of  re- 
bellion for  them  1  Has  he  not  appointed,  as  the 
MndeZvous  of  American  treason,  the  quarter- 
decks of  his  navy  t  And  is  it,  sir,  for  George  HI, 
or  his  minions,  to  encourage  in  ttie  people  of  [be 
United  Slatea  a  disobedience  of  tbe  laws  they 
themselves  have  made?  For  him  who  once  en- 
dearored  lo  command  obedience  to  laws,  in 
making  which  they  bad  no  participation?  It 
might,  ind.eed.  have  been  expected  that,  before 
His  Majesty  had  attempted  this  insidioas  act 
against  our  interior  peace,  be  would  have  recol- 
lected his  cause,  or  only  ostensible  cause,  of  the 
war  of  1T93,  against  France.  France,  he  said, 
bad'  aKempted  to  alienate  the  obedience  of  bis 
people,  and  stir  up  insurrection  ;  if  this  was  true, 
it  would  have  been  certainly  aiast  and  indispen- 
sable cause  of  war.  Where  a  ffin  is  attacked  bv 
eooipiraeiea  and  combinations,  caitied  on  with 


wn  domestics,  it  is  time  to  defend  himself; 
sir,  if -ever  there  was  a  lime,  in  my  opinion, 
I  a  call  of  this  body  would  have  justifiedaa 
Qiiet  to  repel  insult  and  injury,  it  was  when  out 
Governtnent  was  informed  of  this  insidious  at- 
tempt upon  our  internal  peace  and  safety.  ' 

The  conduct  of  the  Court  party  in  Great  Brit- 
n,  however  evincive  of  hatred  to  us,  is  what  we 
_  ive  no  right  lo  eomphrin  of.  Let  them  stinm- 
late  (heir  own  nation  by  what  false  means  their 
Ministry  may  think  fit,  either  in  or  out  of  Parli- 
ament, to  a  spirit  of  hostility  against  us;  they 
have  a  right  to  do  so ;  and  it  is'for  us  to  watch 
the  working  of  that  sort  of  machinery,  and  be 
prepared  (o  meet  its' stroke.  Of  hostilities,  lo 
strongly  indicated  in  ibat  way,  I  therefore'  say 
nothing,  except  that,  as  a  new  evidence  of  a  de- 
termined spirit  of  war,  they  ought  to  warn  us  o( 
odr  situation. 

Among  the  last,  and  sorely  not  the  least  of  the 
..idigUlties  offered  to  tbe  GorerntneBt  and  people 
of  this  country;  Mr.  Canning's  letter  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  of  the  23d  of  September,  is  certainly  lo  be 
ranked.  It  cquld  not,  indeed,  bave  been  expect- 
ed, sir, 'in  candor,  after  the  earsest  and  honorable 
endeavors  of  our  Ooveromebt  to  reconcile  out 
disputes  with  England,  that  we  should  be  told, 
by  an  official  character  of  that  kin^om,  that  we 
hnd  entered  into  tbe  unirersalcombmaiion  against 
His  Majesty.  That  this  echo  of  a  miserable  par- 
ty, I  do  not  mean  that  party  composed  of  a  re- 
spectable body  of  American  politicians,  (of  them. 
I  will  not  doubt  the  inlegrily.  nor  ean'their  patri- 
otism he-questioned:)  but,  sir,  I  speak  of  a  par' 
ty — an  pnprincipled  ibreiga  faction — which  bad 
filed  a  mercenary  interest  among  us.  It  is  the  ' 
spirit  of  ibis  poor,  cbntemptihie,  and  already 
dreadfully  appalled  set  of  tniserAble  miscreants, 
on  whom'the  patriotism  of  the  country  is  frown- 
ing indiguahlly  at  thismoment,  of  which  Ispeak, 
when  I  say  a  British  Minister  has  dated  to  return 
<he  echo  of  French  influence  upon  oar  Govern- 
ment itself;  and  has  told  us,  in«  tone  of  insolent' 
eriillalian  over  what  he  falsely  supposed  a  state 
of  division  among  us,  that  there  was  «  nnlver- 
sal  eorabinaiion  against  Hia  Majesty,  and  that 
our  embargo  did  come  io  hid  of  France,  when, 
if  her  measures  could  have  succeeded  at  all;  ibis 
interposition  oftha  A'metiean  Government  would 
hate  most  effectually  contributed  to  its  suceeas. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  in  the  most  concise  manner  I 
was'abLe,  witheut  taking  the  wide  range  the  lUb-* 
ieet  would  have  jusiifieOj  endeavored  to  show  the 
little  probability  that  exists,  without  resorting  10 
the  strong  measures  contained  in  the  resolutions 
before-  us,  ever  to  effect  an  adjustment  of  our  dif- 
ferences. The  inierest'of  France,  pethaps  her 
disposition — the  disposition  of  the  King  of  Bog- 
land,  and  a  false  calculation  of  hie  interests — the 
systems  in  which  both  these  Governments  seem 
to  be  unchangeably  fixed,  Require  the  measures 
proposed.  I  believe  those  measures  to  be  tea 
times  better  calculated,  for  all  the  purposes  of  any 
annoyancewe  are  capable  of,  than  war  would  be, 
if'formally  declared,  and  at  the  same  time,  how- 
ever inoonvenieot  to  ourselves,  leu  so  than  war. 
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I  ihetefore  am  williog  lo  coaaider  ihe  secoad  res- 
oluiioa  as  proper  lo  be  adopted  io  its  broadest 
teroui,  and  as  intended  for  h  retaliation  of  itijury, 
we  ought  to  adopt  a  part  of  tbe  raeaiures  of  le- 
prisal.  ,      , 

At  the  same.time,  lir,  let  it  be  uodecstood,  by 
the  modification  wbicb  a  leiect  commiitee  may 
make  on  the  subject  of  itnportaitoa,  what  ia  to  be 
the  peimaiienl,  aa  well  aa  (he  Iprnporary  plao. 
Let  rt  be  understood  to  what  articles  prohibiiioDS 
or  prohibitory  duties  are,  a>aa  ultimate  regula- 
lioo,  to  extend.  Noc,  sir,  would  I  heiitate  to 
discourage  the  ioimenee  importations  in  times 
of  pacific  inte re ourae .which  haTe,  aod  ever  will, 
loIoDg;  as  ihey  .remSHi  uniestricted,  drain  our 
cooBiry  of  its  real  riches,  and'malte  an  unprofit- 
able barter  of  ow  valuaUe  exports,  for  the  luzU' 
liea which  enervate,  while  they  inipoFerish  U*  by 
'  throwing  an  immEose  bajante  of  trade  against 

These,  sir,  are  the  ideas  which  Elppeared  to  roe 


will  then  be  in  time  to  make  lhe.iiiquiry,.whet)ier 
the  barren  kitigdom  of  Sweden,  which  the  gen- 
tleman fromVirgioiB  (Mr.  RiNtJOLPii)  had  said, 
was  ope □  to  our  comtaerce,  would  forma'suffi.- 
cteot  vent  for  our  vast  produots,  to  authorize  a 
hope  of  benefit  to  us,  from  permitting  our  vessels 
to  go  there.  1  believe,  baweyet,ii  will  be  foiund, 
that  so  smalt  is. the  consumption  of  th^  produce 
of  our  agricuIturiiiU,  hunters,  or  fishermen,  ihi^t 
a  single  warehouse,  of  an  American  ezponer 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  glut  her ;  sad  as 


I  ask  if  he  has  not  heard  that  the  navy  of  Great 
Britaininfestp  th^seasof  the  north  as  well  as  the 
south  of  Europe ;  that  her  shins  cover  the  Bal- 
tic, and  snrro.und  the  eoasi  of  Sweden  and  Deo- 
mark  7  Will  England  allow  us  to  go  to  the  Con< 
tinent,  .and  thus  difectly  and  effectually  evade 
her  blockake?  No:air;  nor  is  there  a  hole  or 
eoraet  of  the  waters  of  \Ue  eaitli,  tbrbui^h  which 
wQcan  now  creep  lo  a  competent  market.  Sir, 
whatever  may  be  the  views  of  aggrandizement 
which  merchants  might  have  on  this  subject, 
tbeywould£nd  themselves  mistaken.  They  may, 
indeed,  in  the  vast  Jabyrinth  of  orders,  decrees, 
and  reculalions,  perceive  someorooked  coarse  to 
steal  along  with  ■  disgrBcefDi  smuggled  trade,  but 
lean,  with  confidence,  telltbegeatlemaofromNew 
York  (Mr.  MouroRD)  Ihbi,  if  once  we  open 

Kits  by  a  general'  regulation,  while  the  ordei 
anceandSaglandcoatinn'e,  tliid  eomraerce 
no  longer  enjoy  immunity  from  the  permission 
even  of  a  foreign  nation ;  wheuogr  pi'operty  shall 
again  be  fully  eiposed  upoD  the  sea,  a  general 
grasp  will  be  made  at'it;  i?  not  the  enemy  now 
hovering  rouild  you,  the  hungry  birds  of  prey  1 
Lei,  then,  the  gentleruan  send  again  his  vessels 
to  sea,  and  he  will  find  only  an  addition  to  his 
great  and  heavy  losses,  already  stated  to  be  sus- 
tained, by  the  tyraony  of  France  and  England. 
The  scene  will  again  shift  when  our  property  is 
pal  afioat  to  so  great  an  amount  ai  it  would  be, 


and  capture  and  condemnation  would  succeed  lo 
fraud  and  connivance.  Sir,  (I  is  lime  to  think 
e  of  resistance,  and.  less  of  reliiienienis  in  ibe 
of  bubmission,  I  bone  we  shall  have  the 
question,  and  that  I  shall  have  the  pardon  of  the 
House  for  having  contributed  to-day  to  delay  ii. 

The  House  adjourned,  without  taking  a  ques- 
tion, at  3  o'clock- 

ToEaOAr,  December  6. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  tbe  President 
of  the  United  States,  commnnicalJnga  report  from 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Building^  in  the  Oity 
of  Washington,  which  was  read  a^d  ordered  to 
\\t  on  the  table  on  the  second  instant,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.'SMputB  presented  a  petition  of  Edward 
Livingston,  of  the  Terrtidry  of,  Orleans,  slating 
his  claim  to  the  lots  or  parcels  of  land  called  the 
"  Batture,"  m  the  Vicinity  of  the  ciiy  of  New  Or- 
leans aad  praying  that  ilie.liile  in  fee  simple  to 
the  said' lots  or  parcels- of  land,  may  he  confirmed 
to  tbe  petitioner,  or  such  other  relief  afforded  in 
the  premises  as  lo  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Con- 
gress shall  seem  meet. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  presented  petitions  from 
sundry  citizensof  tbe  Territory'of  Orleans, in  op- 
position-to  the  prayer  of  the  foregoing  petition, 
and  suggesting  that  the  right  lo  the  said  lots  or 
parcels  of  land  hath  not  been  relinquished  by  the 
former  Sovereigns  of  the  eoi^oiry,  but  is  nolv 
vested  by  the  act  of  cession  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  would  contribute 
to  the  benefit  of  the  petitioners  and  others,  to  pre- 
serve the  Batture  as-a  common,  open  and  unbuilt 
upon  by  any  person  or  persons  claiming  the  same. 

The  said  petitions  were  read,  and  severally  re- 
ferred to  the  Attorney  Oeiieral,  with  instructions 
lo  examine  the  same,-and  report  his  opinion  there- 
upon to  tbe  House. 

FOHEIGN  RELATIONS. 

Tiie  report  of  the.  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions being  again  before  the  House,  and  tbe  ques- 
tion still  on  the  first  resolution—  . 

Mr-OBQLSONsaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  were  1  to  yield 
to  my  ombarrassmenl  on  the  present  occasion,  I 
should  not  Irespats'  on  youc  indjjlgeDce.  But 
wheul  refleutupan  the  great nationalimpoitance 
of  the  question  now  before  the  House,  and  upon 
the  high  responsibility  wbich  its  decision  must 
Bleach  to  me  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people;  I  am  impelled,  from  considerations  of 
duty,  10  assign  .to  you  the  reasons  by  which  I  km 
influenced.  , 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  with  great  truth,  that  the 
preseoi  is  an  extraordinary  crisis.  It  seems  in- 
deed lo  have  been  reserved  for  Ihe  age  in  which 
we  live,  lo  witness  a  combibatioo  of  political 
evenis  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  lime.  Almost 
the  whole  civilized  world  has  been  within  a  few 
years  convulsed  by  wars,  battles,  and  conquests. 
Kingdoms  and  .empires  have  been  revolutionized  ; 
and  we  behold  a  vast  continent  assuming  a  new 
aspect  under  a  new  dynasty.  Those  laws  which 
fiota  time  immemorial  h«ve  prescribed  and  liuit- 
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from  the  ocean,  and  we  hear  a  gtim  ly-ranl  assfri- 
ing  hilnself  ihe  sovereign  of  the  sna.  Tiias  ihe 
most  essenliai  part  of  [he  skibe  u  atlenipled  to  be 
partilioDed  between  two  domineeritig  riral  belli- 
g[eT«o(s.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  a  subject  oflhe 
siDceresl  felicitation  if  our  happy  counirjr  could 
have  beet)  exempt  froin  this  universal  concussioa. 
But  we  are  fate  J  to  share  evilii  ia  the  production  of 
which  we  have  had  naparticipaiion.  Ininquiriog, 
Mj.  Spealier,  iolD  ihe  causes  of  these  evils  aod 
the  poiiey  bf  which  we  are  to  be  extricated  from 
(hem,  I  am  cooscioiw  of  two  things — of  my  fltler 
iocompeieDcy  to  the  elucidalioa  of  so  great, a 
subject,  and  of  the  unavoidable  oecesaiiy  of  touc' 
iug  upon  ground  already,  occupied  by  geolletUe 
who  have  preceded  me  in  thia  debate. 

Whea,  sir,  1  recur  to  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  Comiuiile^  of  Exterior  Relations,  I  Snd 
one  which  proposes  resistance  to  the  edicia,  of 
Oreat  Britain  and  France ;  and  another  which 
Tecomtneads  a  system  of  non-intercourse  between 
the  United  Siate>  and  (hose  couolries. 

tn  heariDg  the  Srst  resolution  treated  as  an 
■tract  propositioD,  my  aslonishrneni  has  been 
a  little  excited.  I  nave  always  understood 
abstract  proposition  to  be  (he  assertioo  of  some 

Sneral  principle  wiifaoui  any  specific  applicaiiou. 
ere  is  a  distinct  position'with  a  direct  reference 
lb  particular  orders  and  decrees.  The  rei 
therefore  is  itself  specific  and  appiopriatf 
the  apt  terms  of  the  gealjeman  irom  Com 
(Mr.  Dani.)  But  before  we  can  determine  upon 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  resolutions 
to  me  it  appears  iadispeoaable  that  we  should  ex- 
amine attentively  and  minutely,  not  only  the 
situation  ol  ihiscouniry  in  relaiii         " 


and  bound  to  France,  vh<ne  people  were  (b«D  tX- 
most  in  theact  of  starving,  and  of  conrse  we  were 
deprived  of  ah  excellent  market  for  those  artictea. 

On  6th  November,  1793,  an  order  issued  to  slop 
and  detain  shifts  laden  with  the  produce  of,  or 
carrying  provisions  to^tbe  colonies  of  France. 
'  On  Slst  March,  1799,  she  issued  a  proelamaiion 
declariog  the  United  Provincesin  a  state  of  block- 
ade, and  thereby  excluding  neutral  cotDmeree 
wiihout'any  actual  iovestmeni. 

On  16th  May,  1866,  a  proclaqiation  declaring 
the  blockule  of  the  coast  frona  the  Elbe  to  Brvst, 


1  to  France  and 
Bri(ain,  but  also  the  injuries  and  aggressions  they 
hare  cortimitled  upon  our  neutral  rights. 

In  doing  Ibis  I  regret  extremely  that  I  shall 
wound  the  delicate  taste  and  exquisite  sensibility 
of  my  learned  colleague  (Mr.  Ranoolfb)  who 
addressedyou  yesterday.  I  shall  lake  no  pl< 
in  the  retrospection  which  seems  so  much  i 
gust  that  gentleman ;  but  I  do  not  ktiow  how  else 
(o  find  juslificatiofi  for  the  measiires  we,  I  inist, 
shall  pursue,  and  to  expose  (he  profligacy  of  our 
enemies.  The  regular  dis[;ussion  of  Ihe  first  reso- 
lulion  would  seem  naturally  te  lead  us  to  a  review 
of  Ihe  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France.  When 
ve  say,  we  will  not  submit  to  their  edicts,  it  cau- 
Ba(  be  amiss,  although  I  acknowledge,  sir,  the 
undertaking  is  an.  unpleasant  one,  (o  inquire  into 
the  nature  and  extent  of  those  edicis.  !  there- 
fore will  endeavor,  within  as  narrow  limils  as 
possible,  to  exhibit  to  the  view  of  (he  indignant 
American,  the  various  wanton  aggressions  which 
have  been  committed  by  both  these  Powers  upon 
his  commercial  rights.  And,  sir,  whenever  we 
look  for  (he  chief- source  of  our  difficulties,  we 
must' turn  towards  Oreat  Britain.  Then  let  us 
exSHiine  Ihe  principal  items  in  her  account. 

On  8th  June,  1793,  the  British  QoTernm^Dt  is- 
sued an  Order  ofCouocilto  stop  and  deiaiDforeon- 
demoation, vessels  laden  with  corn,  floor,  or  meal. 


On  7th  January,  1907,  an  order  prohibiting  neu- 
tral.vessels  from  trading  from  one  pott  to  another 
of  the  enemy  or  his  illtEs. 

On  llih  May,  1807,  «  proclamation  declariog 
ibe  blockade  of  iba  coast  be  I  ween  the  Elbe,  We- 
ser,  and  Baia. 

0(1  Ilih  May,  1807,  a  proclamation  declaring 
Ihe  blockade  of  (Jie  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna. 
'  Jn  Oc(ober,  1&07,  a  proclamtitioD,  ordering  Bri- 
tish officers  io  impress  from  American  vessels  all 
such  of  their  orcws  as  might  betaken  ormulaim 
for  British  subjects.' 

On  IKh  November,  1807,  Orders  ia  Coeueil 
were  issued  inierdietjng  all  neu(ral  commerce  to 
any  port  of  Europe  from  which  the  British  flag 
vas  excluded;  aireeting  that '  neutrals  shsulJ 
trade  to-such  ports  Qi>ly,  under  British  license  and 
with  Briiish  clearances — that  all  ships  destined 
before  (he  issuing  of  the  orders  to  any  of  the  said 
ports,  should  go  inlo  a  Briiish  porij  and  that  alt 
vessels  having  "  certificates  of  origin"  should  be 
lawful  prize. 

On  11th  November,  1607,  an  Order  in  Council 
was  issued,  declaring  void  (be  1^^)  transfer  of 
vessels  fee m  the  enemies  of  Britain,  to  neutrals 

in  1808,  vsrioua  acts  of  Parliament  have  been 
passed,  carrying  the  orders  of  the  llih  of  Noreai- 
ber,  1607,  into  execution,    l^eyimposea specific 
ni  on  ■  varieiyof  articles  of  A  Aiericao  merchan- 
dise-allowed to  be  re-exported  to  Ihe  continent  of 
Europe,  for  example,  on  to^cco,  13f.  6d.  sterling 
per  cwt. ;  oU  indigo,  2*.  per  lb.}  pork,  17«.  6(1  per 
vt. ;  cotton,  M.  per  lb. ;  and  on  all  oiher  anicle* 
i(  enumerated  in  the  set,  a 'doty  of  forty  percent^ 
exacted  on  re-ex  porta  I  ion. 
On  .Sih  January,  1808,  a  prvclaraation  issued 
declaring  the  bleciade  of  Carthagena,  Cadiz,  and 
St.  Lucar,  and  all  the  ports  between  (he  first  and 
last  of  these  places. 

In  (he  Autumn  of  1808,io  order  that  plunder 
ight  eoromcBce  from  the  very  moment  of  the 
peeled  repeal  of  the  embargo,  the  French  Weat 
India  island*  were  declared  in  a  stale  of  blockade. 
II  forbear,  sir,  atthi?  time  from  corament- 
I  ihe  habitual  impressment  of  American 
cii1zens,'hy  Qrtst  Britain;  the  illegal  condem- 
nation of  American  ves.'tels  under  what  they  call 
ibe  rule  of  1756 ;  the  spurious  blockades  of  Bri- 
thh  commanders,  and  (be  comequeat  snolintiona 
commerce.  Nor  will  I  detain  (he  House 
by  relating  the  i(oi;y'  of-Captain  Bradley,  com- 
mandei  of  the  Cambrian,  wbo  in  the  face  of  ttie 
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city  of  New  York,  apd  in  eoDtempL  of  the  cItiI 
antborU)'  of  the  Uaited  States,  dragged  yoar  citi- 
»Di  into  slariih  eaptiviiy.  Tbe  case  (do  of  Ihe 
British  sbip  Leantter  may  remaia -uatold — the 
CDormily  of  thaltrkQiactioD  ii  wriElea  in  iadeli- 
bl«  efaaracters,  with  the  blood-of  out  eounirymeu. 
The  icTintioB  of  ibe  British  Ministry  to  your 
mete  bants  to  TTolate  the  erDbaTgo,aod  Ihe  burn- 
ing of  ■  tnraHy  ihip  of  war  ((h«  Impeiueuz)  in 
year  own  walcrs,  nie  'cihiunisiaDces  tor  light  to 
be  aoiiced.  1  feel  do  disposiiion,  either,  lo  por- 
tny  the  sfljiir  of  the  Cheiapeaks.  The  ghost  of 
Ibe  mordered  are  yet  usavenged  for  tbatjionid 
and  perfidious  deed ! 

I  will  now  advert,  lir,  t»  the  piiatinftl  injuries 
comaiiiied  by  France  on  Ihe  netKraf  covamerce 
of  th«  Uaited  Slates.  They  esnsisi  iu  the  ex e- 
CBtion  of  three  decrees,  to  wit; 

The  Berlin  decree  of  the  2Isi  NoTember,  ISOO, 
declaring  the  British  islands  inBstalei>f  bloclc- 
■de,  aod  that  do  ressel  having  been  at  or  coming 
directly  from  England  or  her  colonies,  shall  etiter 
at  a  French  poh. 

The  Milan  decreeof  the  ITlh.Decembet,  1807; 
declaring  lawfol  prise  every  vessel  that  baB  suf- 
fered the  visit  of  an  Bnglisb  Vessel,  submiltcd  to 
ait  Englislr  voyage,  or  paid  duly  to  the  English 
QoveTomeni}  andalso,  every  vessel  comidg  from 
the  porta  of  England  and  her  colonies. 

The  Bayenne  decree  of  April,  180*^  which  sub- 
jects, as  it  is  said,  aod  T  believe  not  doubted,  all 
American  vesteli  found  npon  the  high  seas  since 
the  emblirgo,  to  capture  and  conQscaiion. 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  ]  will  end  the  black  cata- 
logoe  of  iniquitous  outrages  and  restrieiions  upon 
neutral  commerce — restrictions  which  are  an- 
knowledged  to  depend  for  their  support  upon  no 
other  ground  than  that  of  retaliation.  WbiUl  I 
protest  Bgaio St  the  principle  of  reialiating  upon 
an  enemy  through  the  medium  of  a  friend,  yet 
these  orders  nnd  decrees  have  no  claim  even  to 
that  prineiple.  Because  Fiance  and  Britain  bptb 
agree  that  the  right  df  retaliation  does  not  accrue 
before  the  neutral  Las  aequieaoed  in  (he  a^^es- 
tloiu  of  tbe  enemy.  T?e  have  never  aequies<;ed 
M  the  aggressions  of  either,  and  therefore,  upon 
their  own  reasaoiag;  ought  not  to  be  liable  to  the 
OperilicD  of  the  principle  for  which  they  UDJtnlly 
contend.  But,  ^,  can  we  quit  tliis  subject  with- 
otit  looking  more  particularly  at  the  consequences 
which  result  from  this  series  df  injuries  7 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britai"b  to- 
wards this  Country,  we  perceive  a  cootionation 
of  encroach trtenta,  designed  only  fbr  the  utter  de- 
(traction  of  our  commerce.  This  disposition  is 
manifest  in  every  orderand  proclamation  she  has 
issoed  since  the  yekr  1793.  If  this  were  not  her 
object,  why  such  a  eoniinaed  system  of  illegiti- 
mate blockades  1  Why  so  many  veialioos  restric- 
lioDs  upon  netitnil  iraite,  tending  to  destroy  com- 
pel'tioo  on  our  part  in  the  continental  raarketsT  i 
migfat  trace  the  scheme  li  liiile  further  back  and 
ask,  ivhence  the  outraged?  the  orders  of  Jnne  and 
November,  1793,  which  produced  Jay'a  treaty? 
A  treaty  which  i  am  sorry  to  say,  did  not  gua- 
tuite«  10  us  mutual  and  reeiproeal  rights,  aad 
lOttl  Cqs.  2i  SeS9.— i^ 


which  was  no  sooner  ratified  than  violated  by 
Briiisli  perfidy.'  Bbt,  sir,  1  will  not  speak  of  trivial 
matters  like  these;  ihey  are  of  no  eoniequence 
wben  we  reflect  upon  other  topics.  The  pretended 
blockade  of  almost  every  port  upon  the  Baltic;  the 
blockade  of  the  eastern  and  southern  coasts  of  the 
North  Sea,  unaccompanied  by  any  naval  force; 
the  Dominaltnyestment  of  the  ports  un  ^e  south 
of  the  Britiih  channel,  and  on  the  European  coast 
of  the  Mttdi[errinean  sex;  the  occlusioa  of  the 
BUok  Bee,bytbe  blockade  of  the  Dardanelles 
and  Smyrna,  and  in  fine  the  blockade  of  all  the 
places  from  the  Straits  of  Qibraltar  lo  the  Arctic 
Oceai^  are  acts  wliich,  notwithstanding  their  un~ 
eaampled  enormity  in  ihemsel* es, sink  into  per- 
fect insiguiiicaiice,  -when  we  consider  the  base 
aiiempis  meditated  by  the  orders  of  November, 
1607,  and  the  (jonseqneni  suiutes  of  Parliament, 
to  reduce  this  country  again- to  a  state  of  colonial 
slavery  1  Sir^ai  the  very  thought  of  these  infa- 
mous orders  and  acts  of  ihe  British  Oovernrtient, 
I  feel  emotions  of  indiguaiion  and  contempt,  to 
repreai  which  wuuld  be  dishonorable.  What,  sir? 
Ajnerican  vessels  to  be  arrested  in  ■  lawful  com- 
merce, ttpoD  "  the  highway  of  natioiWi"  to  be 
forcibly  carried  into  British  ports  aod  there  either 
condemned,  or  else  eumpelled  before  ihev  can 
prosecute  theji;  voyage  to  take  British  clearances 
aod  pay  «  British  tan  I  And  if  th«  owner  of  the 
eaigu  shall  be  unable  to  pay  the-amount  of  tax, 
he  has  the  cun»olation  left  bim  of  seeing  his  pro- 
perly burnt  1  Sooner  would  I  tee  ever y  vessel  and 
every  atom  of  otli  surplus  produce  make  one  gen- 
eral conflagration  in-  oui  own  country.  For  what 
purpose  was  ihe  Revolution,  in  which  the  blood 
and  tieasUd:  of  uue  ancestois  were  the  price  of  in- 
dopendeucu,  if  we  ate  now  lo  be  lajed  by  Britain  t 
Tue  higbeM  auiboiiiy  in  the  Union  cannot  con- 
stitutionally las,  the  esporis,  which  are  in  part 
the  produciaof  the  labor  of  the  Ameriean  people  ; 
yet  the  Britiith  Qovertlment  has  presumptuously 
undertaken  lo  do  it.  1,  sir,  for  one  must  proteit 
against  anything. like  submiuion>Co  this  conduct. 
But  let  as  see  what  we  should  gel  by  submission. 
So  fai  from  gaining,  it  will  be  eauy  to  demoa- 
HtMie,  thai  il  we  weie  to  tubmit,  we  should  'be 
only  remunerated  wilh  disgrace  and  ruin. 

i  will  take  tbe  ground  of  the  gentlemen,  iff  the 
oppoi>iiioB.  The  embargo  shall  be  repealed  and 
our  trade  renewed,  subjtct  to  the  existing  order* 
and  decrees  at  Great  Britain  and  France.  What 
wiH  be  ihe  consequences  1  We  are  told  that  we 
aeed  nottradeio  France  and  Britain,  and  thereby 
involve  ourselves  in  a  dtsgrtceful  acquiescence  in 
their  edicts;  and  it  seems  adtnitied  that  on  account 
of  the  a&oeodeucy  bf  the  British  navy,  we  cannot 
visit  the  porta  of  that  part  of  Europe  which  is 
under  Ihe  dominion  of  Napoleott.  But,  say  gen* 
llemea,  we  may  trade  lo  Sweden,  aod  our  pro- 
duce will  dnd  its  way  ta  the  rest  of  the  Cuniineot. 
This  doctrine  is  cbimericjl  in  Ihe  extreme.  Wbat 
amount  have  you  heretofore  annually  exported  to 
Bwedeni  To  the  value  only  of  about  $50,000; 
and  the  truth  i^  that  there  is  very  little  market 
in  thfli  country  for'American  articles.  Can  it, 
therefore,  be  seriously  believed  that  there  is  to  b« 
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such  an  insunlancous  tranalallon  of  capital  to 
Sweden,  aod  thai  she  is  suddcal^  lo  become  so 
cdmraercial  as  to  aSbrd  an  enlrepal  for  the  whole 
ofourcommetCK')  Will  Siockholm  and  Gotten- 
burg  furnish  you  a  market  for  mor«  than  que 
hundred  mLllions  of  merchandise?  The  idea  is 
entirely  delusive.  Admittiug,  hoiwever,  we  were 
to  carrjr  on  a  commerce  of  this  sort,  1  will  ask  if 
it  would  Dol  be  complete  aubiriissiaa  so  Qreat 
Britain  7  Would  it  not  he  coDfiuitm  oursetres  to 
the  bumble,  pitiful  course  she  has  been  pleased  to 
chalk  out  for  us?  It  certainly  would.  No,  sir, 
if  we  trade  at  all  (unless  we  were  to  trade  in 
armed  ships,  the  propriety  whereof  it  is  not  my 
present  purpose  to  eiamioe)  we  must  go  ihrougii 
British  ports,  aud  subject  to  the  orders  and  acts 
ofBrilaiu.  Hernavy  is  sufficient  either  to  cap- 
ture vessels  going  to  the  Continent  contrary  lo 
the  Orders  of  Couoeil,  or  otherwise  lo  compel 
such  vessels  to  pass  through  her  ports.  Then  it 
seems  clear,  if  the  enahargo  were  at  this  time  re- 
moved, we  should  be  coaipfeilcd  lo  trade  with  or 
through  Great  Britain,  or  else  our  vessels  and 
property  qould  be  subject  to  confiscation.  I  will, 
therefore,  proceed  to  count  the  effects  of  such  an 
intercourse. 

Id  the  Grst  place,  that  a  commerce  of  this  sort 
would  be  a  complete  abandon  meol  of  every  prin- 
ciple  of  national  honor,  cannot  be  denied;  unless 
it  be  contended  that  to  obey  the  mandates  of,  and 
pay  tribute  to,  another  Government  would  not  be 
dishonorabie.  But  we  will  for  a  while  dispense 
with  the  qaestion  of,  national  (li.<:grace,'and  cal- 
culate itte  proGl  and  loss.  In  this  estimate  it  will 
he  easy  to  prdve,  that  by  a  commerce  subject  to 
the  Orders  of  Council,  and  such  as  is  contempla- 
ted by  some  gepilemeo,  we  should  annually  pay 
•n  actual  and  unconslitutional  tax  Into,  the  Brit- 
ish treasury,  of  more  than  twice  the  amonnt  of 
our  own  reventie.  Upon  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  only,  we  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
a  tax  of  upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  ae- 
cotdiug  to  the  rates  imposed  by  the  late  acts  of 
Parliament.  We  eiport  annually, 62,000,000  lbs. 
of  couon,  all  of  which  would  go  to  or  through 
Britain  for  a  market,  because  our  cotton  is  not 
wanted  at  any  of  the  uuinterdicted  places.  It 
appears  from .  documents  puElisbed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain (and  the  cotrectuess  of  which,  I  believe,  can- 
uoc  be  questioned)  that  she  does  riot  consume 
more  than  oae  half  of  our  cotton.  She  is  slated 
to  have  manufactured,  per  annum,  before  the 
orders  of  November.  American  cotton  to  the  value 
of  about  3,9OD,O00f.  sterling,  which  sum  woald 
purchase  at  the  English  prices,  but  one  half  of 
uur  exports  of  that  article.  Hence,  the  residue 
of  33,000,000  lbs.,  in  passing  through  England  to 
some  other  maket,  would  lie  subject  to  the  tax 
levied  by  Parliament  of  9d.  sterling,  per  pound. 
This  duty  on  32  0 J0,000  lbs.  will  amount  lo  $3,333,- 
333  33  cents. 

Weezport  85,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco.  Admit, 
what  is  a  targe  allowance,  that  10,000  hogsheads 
would  he  sent  to  Sfveden  and  other  uuinterdioced 
ports,  and  that  13,000 'hog^^heads.  one-Bfih  of  the 
remaining  75,000,  wift  be  consamed  in  Britain.; 


then  we  should  by  the  Orders  of  the  Council.  a(k4 
acts  of  Parliament,  pay  a  rax  at  the  rate  of  12». 
6d.  sterling  per  cwt.  on  60,000  hogsheads  which 
would  pass  through  England  to  a  market.  Tbki 
tax,  admitting  each  hogshead  to  weigh  only 
1,SOO  lbs.,  would  amount  to  t3,000,000,  which 
.added  to  the  cotton  lax,  will  give  you  the  sum  of 
87.333,333  33. 

Upon  recurring  to  the  act  of  Parliameat  carry- 
ing inio'effecl  the  orders  of  Norember,  it  will  be 
found  that  all  such  articles  as  are  specified  in  tbt 
act  and  subjected  to  particular  slated  taiaiioa 
per  tb.|  cwt.,  bbl.,  Ac,  paj*  about  forty  per  cent,  on 
their  value.  This  position  is  coafirm.ed  by  the 
fact  that  on  all  articles  not  enamcTated,  forty 
per  cent,  is  the  duty  imposed.  Now  let  us  see 
what  ihis  duty  of  forty  per  cent.  wHI-pMduee  oa 
the  remainder  of  our  exports,  tobacco  and  cotton 
being  eicepted. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  for  (he  year  1307,  it  seems  ihal  the  total 
amount  of  our  eiporta  for  that  year  was  tlQ9,343- 
1-50.  From  this  amount  I  will  deduci  the  exports 
to  Great  Britain  the  exports  to  places  not  inter- 
dicted by  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  value  of 
the  cotton  and  tobacco,  the  tai  on  which  is  al- 
ready calculated,  and  then  the  balance  will  be 
the  sum  00  which  the  transit  duly  of  forty  per 
cent,  will  be  paid. 

Total  amoant  ef  Hiporta  '  -  •  -$108,343,160 
Deduct  exports  lo  Britain, 

par  Secretary's  repoft     •  $31,01G,eS3 
So.  exports  to  places  not' 

interdicted  by  Orct'ers'  in 

Council,  amounting,  pet 

Secretary's  repoit,  to  not 

quite     -        -        -        -      7,000,000 
Deduct  one  half  Iho-value  of 

cotton,  and  four-fifths  the  ^ 

vahte  oftobacco  exported, 

amoantingperthe  Secie- 

tarv'a  report,  to      -.      -     11,679,333 

49,«94.96« 


Balance  lubjeet  lo  duty  on  r»«xport- 


Od  which  calculate  tax  of  40per  cent. 

afid  it  will  amount  to      -        •        •  $33,45ft,S66  70 
To  which  add  tuc'  on  tobacco   and 

cotton    -        -        -      '  -        -        •      7,339,333  33 

Making  the  sum  of    - 


•  $30,7»8,60003 


Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  moat  manifestly  appears 
that  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trade  subject  to  the 
eiUting  restrictions  we  should  be  cijinpeUedio 
pay  a  lax  of  upwards  of  $30,000,000  per  annum 
to  England,  for  the  erercise  of  our  natural  and 
unequivocal  right  to  navigate  the  ocean.  Bat 
cau  any  one  believe  that  a  cammerce  oppressed 
in  Ihis  manuer  would  be  profitable.  What  is  the 
opinion  of  the  most  eminent  and  respectable  mer- 
chants in  both  Britain  and  America  on  this  point? 
They  tell  you  that  after  the  cargo  has  paid  import 
duly,  a  tax  for  clearance,  export  duty,  the  expen- 
ses of  separate  shipmetals,  first  to  England,  and 
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iheo  to  the  plice  of  eonsumplion,  logeiher  wjih 
all  ib«  charges  attendtngiuch  circaitf ,  ihe  ex- 
porter wilt  be  round  io  debt,  and  ihaC  such  a  Irade 
will  Dot  pay 'Costs.  No.  sir,  if  you  resume  your 
trade  npODlbese  conditions  y oil  will  barter  na- 
tiooal  boner  for  ineriisble  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
■1  irnsi,  Mj.  Speaker,  I  bare  sueceednl  in  show- 
ing that  a  commerce  of  tbis  sort  would  itiTolre 
in  it  ihe.  basest  submission,  mercaniile  ruiu,  and 
the  payment  Of  mitlioBs  of  tribute.  I  will  now 
proceed  to  inquire  wbat  efiecis  a  system  ofnon- 
tntereonrse  with  ibe  Iwo  great  belligerents  would 
produce  on  tbem  and  on  ourselves. 

As  to  Frauee,  ainct  the  embargo,  bas  already 
cut  off  communicaiTon  froip  this  country  la  thai, 
and  inacmuefa  as  ibe  superiority  of  the  Britieh 
nar^r  jirohibits  adventures  froin  France  to  Amer- 
ica, it  is  true  ■  aoD-intercourse  law  in  its  opera- 
tion will  be  but  tittle  more  iban  noroioal  so  far 
as  it  respects  France.  But  as  France  has  iujureil 
us,  although  I  acknowledge  her  aggressions  bear 
DO  parrallelism  wiih  thone  of  England,  yet  I  am 
in  fttTor  of  expressing,  either  by  a  suspension  of 
iolereonrse  or  in  any  other  way,  the  resentment 
of  ibe  naiioa  for  such  aggressions ;  and  when  the 
injuries  of  Frauce  ahail  equal  the  injuriej  of  Bri- 
tain, I  will  go  Ihe  same  length  for  redress  agaiosc 
Ibe  one  as  against  the  oiher. 

But,  sir,  a  iiDn-inlercourse  measure  will  beat- 
tended  with  very  different  consequences,  in  rda- 
lion  to-Oreat  Briiain.  If  such  a  measure  were 
rigorously  executed  in  this  country,  what  effects 
would  il  produce  in  the  first  place  upon  the  Bri- 
tish roaanfaetoHes?  Five-eighths  of  the  cotton 
mannfactored  in  Britain,  both for  homeeonsiimp- 
tion  and  for  exportation,  are  carried  from  Amer- 
ica. This  important  fact  is  proved  bv  the  import 
and  export  statements  published  in  itial  country. 
How  then  is  Britain  to  be  supplied  with  that  ne- 
cessary article,  wiihoat  whica  her  coiton  mqnu- 
ricinres  must  ceasef  The  remaining  three-eighths 
of  cotton  which  she  gets  from  other  countries 
will  not,  1  presome,  more  than  clothe  her  own 
people,  and  of  course  there  will  be  nothing  left 
for  exportftiiou.  li  is  idle  to  talk  of  supplies  from 
Africa  and  Soutb  America,  where  there  is  scarce- 
ly any  eoitoa  raised. 

Prooi  whence  is  Qreat  Britain  supplied  wilh 
the  essential  articles  of  grain  and  meal,  pot  and 
pearl  ashes,  pitch,  tar,  lurpenline,  flax  andlinseed, 
and  wool?  More  thaa  two-ihlrds  of  the  total 
amonnt  of  these  articles  consumed  by  her,  she 
receives  from  the  United  States, 

The  loss  of  revenue,  sir,  which  England  must 
experience  by  non-intercourse  wilh  this  country 
wul  be  enormous,  and  woi)ld  be  felt  byherattbis 
lime  with  peculiar  severity.'  She  wonld  also  dis- 
like to  see  London  no  more  Ibe  banking  place 
for  American  merchants,  and  would  feel  the  loss 
of  a  balance  of  trade  in  her  favor,  of  upwards  of 
five  miilioDS  sterling  annually,' and  wliich  is  so 
itiDcfa  boasted  of  6y  her  merchants  upon  the  ex- 
cbaage.  Bdi,  Mr.  Speaker,  ihe  greatest  injurv 
to  which  Britain  will  be  subjected  is  that  whicn 
will  res  alt  from  Ihe  non-importation -part  of  the 
afttem,  from  the  eniira  azetusion  of  all  her  sut- 


plns  manufactures  from  tbe  American  market. 
She  iaacihiii  tim^alniost  sbutouifrom  theconti- 
.nent  of  Kurope,'aadif  her  dealines  wilh  het  cus> 
tomers  in- this  couuiry  are  cut  off',  what  sale  will 
she'be  able  lo  inake  of  her  merchandise  1  Such 
a  state  of  things,  air,  must  inevilahly  lend  to  ihe 
universal  impoverishment  of  Great  Britain,  and 
may  bring  her  perhaps  lo  a  sense  of  justice. 

The  evils  and  privations  which  we  ourselves 
shall  experience  from  a  system  of  non-intercourse 
are,  I  acknowledge,  much  to  be  regretted,  but 
from' the  ttainre  of  the  times  they  are  unavoidable. 
That  there  is  now  and  will  be  a  diminution  of 
circulating  medium,  I  am  ready  to  admit.  That 
tbe  sources  of  the  revenue  wjl!  likewise  he  in  a 
ereal  measure  dried  up  is  equally  jrue.  But,  sir, 
1  contend  that  these  iuconveniencsE  are  alike  in- 
evitable whether  we  have  embargo  or  not.  Would 
war  have  bettered  our  situation  in  these  respects? 
Would  such  a  trade  as  has  been  mentioned  fay 
genileraen,  or  a  trade  trammelled  by  Ibe  existing 
belligerent  reslriaiions,  fill  your  public  coffers  anl  ■  , 
enrich  your  citizens'?  It  has  been  shown  clearly 
it  would  only  reward  you  rtilb  dishonor. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  have  privations  lo  en- 
counter, we  have  already  received  incalculable 
benefit!  from  Ihe  embargo,  and  shall,  I  have  no 
doubt,  derive  many  advaniagerin  a  political  point  ' 
of  view  from  a  suspension  of  imports.  Tbe  em- 
bargo has  saved  from  seizure  aad  confiscation 
more  than  one  hundred' millions  of  American 
property,  and  baa  rescued  from  foreign  imprison- 
me/il  ibousands  of  American  citizens.'  Non-in- 
tercourse will  siijt  proiect  our  properly  and  citi- 
zens.until  we  can  acquire  other  means  of  proiec- 
tibn.  Il  will  render  the  country  more  independ- 
eni  by  encouraging  ioiernel  manufactures.  We 
have  ample  meaiig  of  support  at  home,  and  should 
therefore  avoid  an  habitual  dependence  on  otbers 
for  many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  Non-intercourse 
will  moreover  proraote  frugality  and  economy 
by  banishing  foieign  superfluities^and  here  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  will  notice, one  circurasEance,  which 
is  entitled  to  great  weight.  We  export  neces- 
saries 10  Oreal  Britain,  we  get  in  return,  from 
ihal  country,  but  lillle  else  than  luxuries 

But,  sir,  if  we  should  be  compelled  by  the  in- 
justice of  our  adversaries  to  persevere,  tbr  any  time 
10  this  policy,  our  fellqw-cilizeni  of  the  Bast, 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  employment  at  sea, 
may  become  manufacturers  for  their  agricultural 
brethren  of  the  South,  and  io  return  may.procure 
such  'necessary  supplies  as  they  may  wish.  Thot 
that  traffic  which  hasbeencarried.on  between  New 
and  Old  England  may  be  convened  into  a  new 
channel  ofbeneficial  commerce  between  tbe  East- 
ern and  Southern  States.  Our  owd  manufac- 
tures will  by  ibise  means  soon  fill  our  storehouses, 
give  activity  to  capital,  and  restore  the  eirculaiion 
of  money.  Tbe  grower  of  cmion  laowillbe  bene- 
filed  by  finding  a  market  fur  thai  article. 

By  prohibiling,  sir.  the  importation  of  all  foreign 
liquors,  the  corn  and  wheat  farmer  might  also  be 
greatly  relieved,  noiwiibsianding  the  embargo. 
We  import  annually  $16,006,613  worth  of  liquors, 
to  make  which,  or  ineir  subetiiotes,  would  reqgir* 


.dbyGoo^le 


711 


HISTOKY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Foreign  Jielaliona. 


Dm 


t,  1S08. 


(he  distilUtioaordTe,  millions  of  bushels  of  grain  ; 
weODly  export  abuut  eeren  millionii  of  bushels,  so 
thtl  we  should  find  it  borne  by  a  disuse  offoreign 
•piijts,  a  market  for  fire-seveDibs  of  our  surplus 
grain. 

It  iia^ked,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  embargo 
is  to  be  perpetual?  and  the  Geper^l  QoTerumept 
is  chargfd  with  the  design  of  annihilatiDg  coro- 
meice.  1  wi»h,  sir,  to  give  to  the  embargo,  or 
lather  to  b  ouo-iDtercuurse  policy,  which  I  sQould 
iia«e  preferred  in  the  first  instance  to  an  embargo, 
&  fair  ex[)erimeiil ;  and  IT  after  the  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  its  provisions,  for  a  reasonable  time,  it 
be  found  iaefieclual,  then  the  magDanimity  of 
Congress  iriU  require  that  some  other  expedient 
be  adopted  in  its  siead.  So  fat  ftom  a  perpetual 
embargo,  which  i  believe  is  Dot  thought  of  by 
ADy  one,  I  would  resume  the  commerce  of  ibe 
country  the  very  uoroent  it  can  be  done  with 
■aleijr  or  credit  to  ourselves,  or  aa  soqd  as  we  oan 
acquire  strength  to  protect  our  rights  upon  the 
ocean.  But  lam  opposed  to  having  auy  course 
of  eondoct  dictated  by  the  avarice,  and  cupidity 
of  merchsnls ;  but  for  whose  shameful  violations 
of  the  embargo  that  mearure  would,  in  all  proba 
bility  before  this,  ha  v£  produced  the  end  for  which 
it  was  intended.  If  there  are  merchants  who 
suffer  more  than  the  rest  of  [he  eoramuniiy,  I  am 
aorry  I'nr  il.  .There  is,  however,  one  consolation 
left  them ;  they  can,  while  prevented  by  the  ezi- 
.genciei  ot  the  coun.iry  from  pursuing  their  ordi- 
'  Dary  profession,  beiake  themselves  to  the  loom  or 
plough—occu  pat  tons  as  respectable  as  ihey  do 
now,  or  can  follow.  And,  sir,  if  many  of  those 
powder-headed  gentry  who  infest  your  towns, 
and  sap  their  very  existence  out  of  the  hunest 
planter,  were  under  the  necessity.of  resorting  to 
some  laborious  avocation  for  a  livelihood,  lociety 
would  suKlaia  no  injury  from  il. 

To  the  charge  that  Congteas  or  the  Oovera- 
ment  meditate  the  destruction  of  commerce,  1 
■DNwer  that  such  an  accusation  k  totally  unfound- 
ed, and  therefore  I  positively  deny  il — I  deny  it, 
because  it  is  contradicted  by  the  whole  course 
and  tenor  of  Congressional  and  Executive  pro- 
ceedings. Congress  have  uniformly  devoted  iliore 
attention  and  given  more  encouragement  toeotn- 
tnerce  alone  than  lo  every  oihei  objeoCoroaiional 
jurisdiction  culleclively. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Eastern  Slates  only 
suffer  by  [he  embargo ;  and  the  tonnage  of  Mas- 
tachusetts  has  been  compared  to  that  of  Virginia 
as  five  to  one.  When  we  look  at  ibe  otimates 
of  domestic  exports,  we  find  Ihat  ihe  principal 
«mouBt  is  composed  of  ariicles  the  exclusive  pro- 
duction of  ibe  Southern  Stales,  The  proper  and 
actual  exports  of  all  New  England  do  not  equal 
those  of  Virginia  alone.  I  wish  to  make  do  com- 
parisons; ibey  have  not  been  introduced  by  me. 
ir,notwi[hsiaBdiDg,  we  are  driven  into  acta  of  tliin 
sort,  the  Eastern  people,  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  are  principally  the  carriers  for  the  South- 
ern ;  and  the  present  suspension  is  only  a  sunpen- 
■ion  of  ibeir  carrying  trade.  But,  sir,  we  are  all 
one  political  family,  and.po  matter  what  pert  en- 
joya  QUMt  the  benefits  of  commerce.    1  am  wiUioc 


to  go  any  length,  within  ibe  resources  of  ihe  na- 
tion, for  its  maintenance  and  protection.  U  em- 
bargo and  Don-inlercounie  shall  be  found  ineffi- 
cieht  restraints  on  our  adversaries,  to  insure  us 
justice,  I  will  unite  in  making  the  last  appeal  of 

Permit  me,  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  occupy  a  few 
moments  of  your  attention  in  noticing  Kome  of  iba 
arguments  advanced  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Rah- 
DOLFu) — asentleruan  of  whoae  talents  and  paiti- 
uiism  1  have  long  entertained  the  most  exalted 
opinion,  but  with  whom  it  is  my  lot  to  diSei. 
That  gentleman  haa  asked,  for  what  purposes  was 
the  Genera]  Qoverament  crested?  He  has  told 
us  that  commercial  regulations  were  ibe  objects 
of  its  organizatioQ.  The  authors  of  the  Coosii- 
lution  inform  us  that  that  Instrument  was  ordained 
''  in  order  lu  form  a  mote  perfect  unidn,  establiih 
'  justice,  insure  domestic  traHQuiility,  provide  for 
'  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  wel- 
'  fare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our* 
'selves  and  our  posterity."  The  tegulKtiou  of 
commerce  is  not  stated  as  a  specifio  object  of  the 
compact  uf  the  States ;  and,  although  it  is  verjr 
justly  enumerated  atfiaugst  the  powers  of  Cud- 
gress,and  is  certainly  highly  .entitled  to  their  con- 
nideraiioD.  yet  there  are  other  duiiei  enjoin^  on 
Congress  which  are  paiamnuot  even  lo  ihe  pro- 
tection of  commerce. 

The  gentleman  has  discovered  great  soticiiuda 
about  State  righis,  and  affirms  that  the  man  who 
is  likely  to  wield  the  deitinies  of  the  Uoiied  States 
baa  long  thought  the  State  sovereigntiei  ought 
not  to  exist.  He  aaks,  also,  if  it  is  not  now  pro- 
posed to  extend  the  powers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, at  the' expense  of  the  State  govern  meolst 

What  eonaesion  can  exist  between  this  latm 
question  and  the  subjectnow  before  us,'I  am  un- 
able to  perceive.  1  shall  have  noobjection  t«  meet 
Ihe  question,  when  that  part  of  the  President's 
Message  to  which  the  gentleman  alltides  shall 
come  laiily  before  the  House.  Were  i,  howevrr 
to  express  an  opinion,  it  would  be,  that,  idsleadof 
attempting  lo  ezciu  distrust  and'  appreheosioaa 
respecting  the  present  Executive,  sentiments  oT 
gratitude  should  be  inculcated  ior  the  ionumeia- 
ble  p;>liticat  blessings  which' the  people  of  ibeta 
Stales  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  best 
Administration  which  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

In  regard,  sir,  to  the  charge  againsl  "  the  man 
who  is  about  to  wield  the  destinies  of  the  Union,' 
I  will  only  femaric,  that  I  felt  not  a  little  asioa- 
ishment  at  hearing  my  worthy  oolleague  make  a 
newspaper  publication,  evidently  intended  for 
eleclioneeriag  purposes,  the  basis  of  so  serious  ait 
accusation  before  this  body.  The  very  circnnt- 
stances  onder  which  the  publication  of  Judge 
Yatei'  notes  has  Iweo  made,  prove  that  it  deserves 
no  sort  of  credit.  Would  it  not  have  been  more 
patriotic  nod  honorable  to  have  exhibited  ibe 
charges  contained  in  that  pilblicatioa  st  a  time 
which  would  have  afforded  an  opportunity  fM 
Ibeir  investigaiioa  before  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
sidential election  T  Ifit  wereneceEsary,  ui>an(his 
cherze,  1  would  refer  to  the  archives  of  Virginia, 
for  the  year  1799,  where  would  b«  found  the  most 
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iBv  in  behalf  of  tjie  Jlluslrioua  per- 
o  Whom  alluiioD  lias  beeo  made.  But  bis 
character  is  fortified  by  loo  many  diatinguihed 
ieeii  of  patriotism  to  auSer  by  sDcli  ao  assaulL 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  i*  one  part  of  the  gentle- 
nan's  aift"'SeDt  wbicb  I  know  not  how  he  can 
JDBtify.  It  is  that  in  which  heaccuscs  the  Amer- 
icans with  cowardice,  asserting  that  we  "*  will 
■how  onr  heels  to  the  enemy." 

[Here.  Mr.  Rahdolpb  explained,  and  observed 
ibat  be  had  not  made  use  of  the  words  in  that 
sense ;  that  he  had  intended  to  nse  them,  only  by- 
Mi[haiiefilly,and  did  not  insinuate  that  the  Amer- 
icans were  deficient  in  bravery.] 

Mr.  Gholson  proceeded.  I  am  happy  at  the 
explanation  of  my  collea|;ae.  It  is  very  far  from 
my  intention  to  misrepresenlhioi.  My  inference 
was  from  the  words  Vi  I  haH  noted  ihem.  I  how- 
ever will  add,  that  the  Americans  will  be  ever 
ready  to  repair  with  enthusiasm  C()  the  ntandard 
of  their  cuuatry,  when  its  liberty  shall  be  assailed. 

The  gentleman  reminds  us  that  we  have  eo- 
gagemenls  tO  fulfil ;  that  yoa  cannot  dispense  with 
your  revenue;  and  iliat  Sweden  is  stilt  free  to 
your  ships.  I  bold  the  public  engagements  to  be 
s«ered,  but,  iTthe  imposts  are  not  ro  be  dispensed 
irith.  I  should  bcrlad  if  thai  enlightened  gentle- 
man would  show  qow  the  income  .resulting  from 
them  can  be  continued.  Would  war,  sir,  hare 
anpplied  you  with  funds,  or  would  the  Exchequer 
find  resources  in  a  trade  wiih  Sweden  1  I  repeat, 
again,  ibdi  the  idea  of  Sweden's  futoishinga  mar- 
ket for  our  produce  is  perfectly  visionary.  A  poor, 
barren,  frigid  climate,'more  the  resor(  of  wolves 
and  birds  ol' prey,  than  of  commerce! 

The  same  honorable  gentleman  has  said  that 
pioperty  has  fallen  to  nothing,  and  that  the  pres- 
ent system  will  end  in  the  demoralizstio;n  of  the 
people.  I  affirm,  sir,  that  if  the  embargo  had  not 
been  laid,  the  prices  of  produce  (which  always 
regulate  tbo  v^lue  of  property)  wuitld  not  have 
been  better  than  they, are  now.  Our  produce  in 
our  warehouses  is  worth  something,  but,  devoted 
to  seizure  and  confiscation,  would  be  worth  noth- 
ing, except  to  our  adversaries.  Were  price?  bet- 
ter during  ou^  differences  with  England  in  L793. 
and  with  France  in  1799,  than  at  present  1  At 
■he  former  period,  lobaeed  was  not  bighw  than 
two  dollars  and  filly-three  i^eBis ;  and  at  the  latter, 
I  believe,  not  more  than  four  dollars  per  hundred 
weight^  As  to  the  demoralizing  lendenoieii  qf  the 
embargo,  I  must  he  permitted  to  observe,  that,  if 
(he  habits  of  frugality  and  economy  wbicti  it  has 
produced;  if  the  baniahmeql  of  luxuries,  and  con- 
sequently fn  some  degree  of  vice  from  the  nation, 
will  demoralize  ihe  people;  then  that  deplorable 
effect  may  justly  b«  attiibnied  to  the  present 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  concluded  the  re- 
marks which  I.  intended  to  make.  I  am  verysen- 
s»ble  that  I  may  have  taken  an  incorrect  view  of 
Ibis  all-important  subject.  I  know,  even  those  who 
«re  infinitely  my  superiors  in  political  science 
do  freqaenily  err.  We  may  say,  humamim  ett 
trrart.  When  I  shall  be  coavinced  that  I  am  ia 
urw,  i  ahlli  hare  no  hesitation  in  acknowledg- 


ing it,  and  in  cbutribuling  my  feeble  support  to 
another  and  belter  system.  My  deepest  solicitude 
is  (o  pursiM  that  course  which  shall  redound  moat 
to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  my  country. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  CAMrBBLL  said  it  might  hare  been 
expected  tl]at  he  should  before  this  time  have 
risen  ta  notice  some  of  the  objections  made  to 
ibis  resolution  and  the  report  of  the  comiAitiee 
on  foreign  relations,  iq  order  to  rescue  them  from 
the  unqualified  and  general,  though  in  some  in- 
stances, verv  week  and  inconsistent  censures  at- 
tempted to  De  ihrowD  upon  tl}em.  He  bad  hith- 
erto waited  patiently  to  hear  nime  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  oppose  the  report  state  some  specific 
ground  of  objection,  either  to  the  principles  as- 
sumed in  it,  to  the  facts  therein  staled,  to  the  rea- 
soning upon  those  principles  and  facts,  or  to  the 
eobclasions  drawn  from  them.  He'had  expected 
when  genilemeo  so  very  liberaliy  censured  the 
report,  that  they  would  at  least  fix  on  some  defi- 
nite objeciioDs  as  ibe  foundations  of  those  cen- 
sures^ that  were  capable  of  being  comprehended, 
of  becomins  the  subject  of  investigaiion,  and  re- 
ceiving some  specific  Answer.  He  had,  however, 
waited  in  vain.  We  have  beard  some  general 
objections  taken,  but  gentlemen  have  not  at- 
tempted to  deny  a  single  principle  assumed  in  the 
report ;  nor  to  show  the  incorrectness  of  a  single 
statement  of  facts  made  in  it;  nor  have  they  yet 
ventured  to  deny  any  part  of  the  reasoning,  or  to 
dispute  the  correctness  of  the  conclusions  de- 
duced therefrom.  The  gebtleraan  frOm  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Q.DiHoy,)  who  bestowl  his  censnret 
so  Tcry  liberally,  and  in  terma  so  very  elegant 
and  pecnliar  to  himself,  has  not  pointed  to  a  sin- 
gle part  of  the  report  to  which  he  objected  in 
particular.  His  censure*  were  general  and  in- 
definite, and,  it  ^night  be  added,  most  of  ^em 
inconsistent  and  in  comprehensible.  Some  of  hi* 
olijeciions  will  be  noticed,  so  fat  as  they  .relate  to 
the  subject  under  discussion  ;  others  of  them  ate 
of  a  character  not  to  be  noticed  for  the  purpose 
of  investigation.  They  ought  not  to  stain  the 
page  of  debate;  if  noticed'  at  alt,  it  wilt  be  only 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  they  are  totally 
iaappllcable  to  the  subject,  and  that  the  public 
may  see  the  wretcbed  ahifls  to  which  geiiuemen 
are  put  to  support  tbeir  opposition. 

Sir,  after  the  House  has  been  nearly  two  weeka 
engaged  in  a  discussion  in  which  gentlemen  have 
indulged  themselves  in  inch  a  range  that  the 
subject  which  produced  it  is  almost  entirely  lost 
sight  of,  it  is  high  time  to  briog  our  minds  back 
to  the  real  question,  which  we  are  about  to  de- 
cide. The  debate  seems,  indeed,  (o  have  had  no 
bounds  assifjned  to  it ;  every  subject  of  domestic 
as  well  as  foreign  aSairs  has  been  embraced  by 
it.  This  desultory  kind  of  declamatory  discus- 
sion, censuring  every  measure,  eiiher  adopted  or 
proposed,  without  oO'ering  any  substitute,  can 
only  be  designed  for  the  popular  ear,  to  amuse  the 
public  mind,  and  divert  it  from  perceiving  the 
real  course  which  gentlemen  are  pursuing,  and  to 
cover  the  abjeei  submiuton  to  which  that  ooune 
would  lead.  Tbe  public  must  see  that  those  gen- 
tlemen in  the  opposition  can  hare  no  other  object 
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IB  view  in  exaggerilinf  the  dUtmiM  of  IhU 
,  eounlrj'  under  llie  etahajgo,  in  calling  it  lubmia- 
sioD,  in  painting-  in  the  bigh^st  ciHon  the  una- 
venged  WTongs  of  ihis  country,  wiihoui  proposing; 
any  measure  of  redress,  but  to  turn  away  tiie  pub- 
lie  atlenlion  frarn  the  real  cnuses  of  our  present 
difficulties,  and  prsrenc  the  people  from  perceir- 
,  ing  the  gulf  of  disgrace  into  which  the  course 
pursued  by  those  very  gentlemen  would  plange 
the  nation.  These  gentlemen  must  be  sensible, 
that  to  do  noihiog  hut  remove  the  embariro,  would 
be  submission  of  the  most  huiable  kind  ;  end,  ia 
order  to  conceal  ibe  deformity  of.  such  It  proposi- 
tion, tfaey  seem  desirous  to  anticipate  the  public 
aentiment,  and  make  an  imprei^ion  abroad  that 
tbemeasures  pursued  by  yourGoTerament,  which 
were  charged,  last  session,  as  likely  to  produce 
war,  are  now  subtnidioo,  mere  &ubmisiion,  and 
nothijig  else.  They  lell  the  people.  "  Your  righls 
are  sHcrifieed  by  those  whom  you  have  intrustbd 
to  mauafte  your  affairs;  everything  is  going 
wrong;  turn  ihem  out  and  put  t)s(the  minority) 
ID  power,  nnd  we  will  heal  all  your  wounds ;  we 
will  set  all  things  right."  What  other  object 
tban  this  nan  be  ascribed  to  those  speeches  we 
have  heard.  I  have,  sir,  been  unintentionally 
hurried  into  these  remarks,  which  have  car«ed 
tne,  in  some  degree,  sway  from  the  course  I  meant- 
to  pursue.  I  will  return  to  the  subject  immedi- 
ately before  you.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  first 
expressing  my  astonishment  at  the  line  of  eon- 
doci  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rahdolph.)  He  favored  us  with  two  elo- 
quent spwebes  of  some  length,  partaking  in  a 
^eat  de^ee  of  a  war  spirit,  and  breathing  great 
indignation  at  foreign  aggressions,  and  censariu]; 
temporiziDg,  sutmiissive  conduct  at  home.  Much 
of  tnese  speechfs  amused  us,  and  some  parts  of 
them  I  was  really  happy  to  hear,  as  J  was  thereby 
induced  to  believe,  that  he  was  about  to  assilme. 
with  ns,  a  higher  ground  than  that  we  had  hith- 
erto occupied!  bur  when  I  heard  the  gentleman 
descend  from  the  climax  to  which  he  had  arisen, 
of  avenging  his  country's  wrongs,  as  it  would 
seem,  to  l|)e  very  bathos  of  doing  nothing,  worse 
than  iiothii)g.  of  taking  off  the  embargo,  and  trad- 
ing with  Qreat  Britain,  thereb* submitting  to  her 
oraers,  1  was,  sir,  aslonisheo;  my.  very  blood 
chilled  in  my  veins,  and  so  must  that  of  every 
American  who  beard  him— fMr.  Randolph  said 
tbat'wBSnot  his  ground.]  I  will  state,  said  Mr. 
C,  what  the  genfleman  said,  and  what  I  con^d- 
ered  his  ground:  [f  I  misunderstood  him,  I  am 
wilting  to  be  corrected.  He  said,  "  Will  vou  go 
to  war'!  will  yon  increase  ihetaies?  No,"  the 
gentleman  answers— "I  will  not  increase  the 
taxes,  I  am  for  opening  your  trade  with  both  those 
Powers"- meaning  as  I  nnderslood  hira,_Great 
Britain  and  France.  If  1  am  not  correct  in  this 
■tatemeni  of  what  he  said,  I  am  always  willing 
to  have  any  eiplanatioa  which  any  gentleman 
wishes  to  make  as  to  facts.  [M>.  RAtfnoLPH. — 
Does  it  become  me  to  correct  that  genilemaitT 
Does  it  become  mt^af^er  the  very  candid  ascription 
of  motive  which  he  has  made,  which  was  as  for- 
eign from  myself  as  others,  that  I  should  explain 


what  I  did  sayl]  Mr.  Campbell  said,  he  had 
given  the  floor  in  order  to  permit  the  gentlenian 
to  state  or  explain  what  he  had  said,  not  to  argue 
the  point.  [Mr.  Randolph. — The  gentleman  has 
abdicated  the  floor ;  sir,  he  has  surrendered  it  to 
me,  and,  under  the  correction  of  the  Chair^I  will 
keep  it.  I  detiy  that  the  ground  which  I  am 
charged  with  having  taken  is  my  ground.  It  has 
been  put  under  me  b^  anotber.  It  id  nqt  improb- 
able, sir,  under  the  cireumstancea  uude^  which  I 
addressed  you  yesterday,  that  I  may  not  have'  at 
.11  times,-  in  every  sentence,  in  every  mintiie  par- 


heard  me,  must  know,  (hat  I  did  not  lake  the 
ground  of  submission  to  the  two  belligerents,  or 
of  trading  with  them  on  their  own  terms.]  ' 

Mn  Campbell. — We  bt^tiow  precisely  where 
we  were  before  the  gentleman  explained.  Tbe 
words  which  I  have  stated  as  having  been  used 
by  him -are  not  denied,  end  Ihey  jostifv  the  state- 
ment 1  have  made.  I  feel  no  disposition  to  div- 
tort  or  exagfcerate  anything  thati  gentlemen  say  -y 
nor  to  ascribe .  to  them  motives  different  from 
those  by  whieb  they  are  actaaied^  or  other  objects 
than  those  they  really  have  in  view ;  but  I  mast 
be  permitted  to  make  snch  deductions  from  plain 
ana  explicit  language  as  it  will  fairly  warrant. 
Now,  to.  open  your  ports  and  trade  with  both 
those  Powers,  without  adopting  any  other  meas- 
ure, under  existing  circa m Han ces,  I  cooaider  a 
direct  and  unconditional  lubmission ;  hence  J  feel 
myself  strictly  authorized  by  the  gentleman's  lan- 
guage to  say,  iha<  the  course  suggested  by  him 
would  be  the  most  humble  of  all  submissioai.  and 
without-  even  an  apology  for  national  disgrace. 
And  what  object  can  seodemen  hive  in  view  in 
making  speeches  that  breathe  the  spirit-of  resist- 
ance and  war,and  at  the  same  time  refusing  to  take 
a  single  measure  calculated  to  viodicaie^the  in- 
jured rights  of  their  country  i  telling  youi'u  plain 
terms  they  will  do  nothing,  unless  indeed  it  be  to 
conceal  from  ihe  public  eye  the  hbmtfiating  con- 
ditiou  to  which  their  coui^e  would  bring  the 
nation?  I  can  see  none.  These  are  my  .^educ- 
tions from  what  has  been  said  on  this  floor.  The 
fentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RAnooLps)  rays 
is  plan  was  not  submission.  If  so,  it  is  extreme- 
ly easy;  sir,  for  thai  geotleman,  who  every  one 
knows  can  express  his  s^atiments  as  clearly  and 
distinctly  as  any  man  in  the  nation,  (and  in  say- 
ing this  I  am  not  paying  any  compliment  to  the 
gentleman,)  it  is  very  easy  for  him,  sir,  to  tell  us 
precisely  what  is-  his  plan,  what  are  his  objects. 
But.  sir,  I  will  pursue  this  part  of  the  subject  do 
further  at  Ibis,  time,  but  return  to  the  course  I 
proposed  to  pursue,  and,  in  the  first  place,  notice 
some  of  the  objections  matje  to  this  report. 

The  House  must  excuse  the  want  of  methodi- 
cal arrangement  in  the  reOiaiks  .which  I  may 
make.  '  It  will  probably  be  impracticable,  if  not 
totally  impossible,  in  noticing  the  inconsistent, 
and,  in  masy  instances,  contradictory  objeciioos, 
made  lo  tbe  measure  faefbre  you,  to  pursue  any 
reguiar  system. 

The  style  of  the  repoit,  and  the  mode  in  which 
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(be  sohjeet  is  treated,  which  wera  to  be  particu- 1 
larly  objecliaaable  to  the.  genileiDan  from  Vir*  ' 
ginil.  for  hetaysilis  not  served  up  wilh  such; 
exquisite  taste  as  it  might  be, -will  not  be  exam-  i 
ined  here.  The  report  is  before  the  public,  who 
will  decide  do  doubt  impanially  oa  those  points. 
la  ibeir  decision  1  ahalt  very  willingly  acquiesce. 
These  objectioos.  however,  whether  well  or  ill, 
foanded.  cancot  afieci  the  aubsiaoce  or  the  report. 
This  will  rest  on  its  own  merits.  The  facts  stated 
\a  it  are  supported  by  doeurtienis,  the  truth  of 
which  will  not  be  denied.  The  principles  as- 
samed  are  such  ai  I  presume  it  woiild  not  suit 
genllernen  to  deny  before  the  American  people; 
ihey  have  not  deiiiad  ihem.  These,  together  wilh 
the  reasonihz  upon  them,  and  ttie  concluaions 
diawQ  therefrom,  are'calculated  to  show  the  nn- 
proToked  wrongs,  and  to  Tlndicaie  the  injured 
rights  of  the  people  of  this  country;  it  may  not, 
therefore,  answer  the  purpose  genilemen  bare  in 
*Jew,  to  deny  these  directly,  or  to  specify  (he  par- 
ticular part  tu  which  th^y  are  so  much  opposed. 
They  have  hitherto  declined  doin^  ibis,  and  hare 
contented  themselves  wilh  makmg  vague  arid 
general  objecti'oiis  10  the  whole  messure,  add,  |1 
the  same  time,  ihev  tell  you,  wilh  one  eiception 
only,  thai  they  will  vote  for  the  resolulion,  while 
they  consame  the  time  of  the  Hoose  in  arguing 
against  il.  Oeoltemen  tell  you  the  Grst  resolu- 
tioa  nnder  consideration  is  perfectly  useless;  that 
ii  t!  tt>  clear  it  cannot  he  disputed;  and  yei,  sir, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  qUestipn  upon  it 
for  ten  days.  Some  soy  they  have  no  objections 
to  it;  others  do  not  like  it,  but  siill  they  will  not 
Tote  against  it.  One  gentleman  (Mr.  Qarde- 
^Eii)  considered  it  so  extremely  clear,  so  self- 
evident,  that  he  must  vote  against  it.  That  i," 
hemuil,  in  order  to  show  his  consistency,  record 
his  vote  against  a  proposition  that  was  tod  sc(f- 
evideut  to  he  denied.  This  kind  of  logic  is  to  me 
incomprehensible.  The  ^nileman  say),  we  can- 
not. OT  ought  no(.  to  submit  to  anything.  He  will, 
thereforr,  vote  against  the'  resolution  declaring 
that  we  cannot,  &c.,  submit  to  the  edicts  of  Great 
Britain  anit  France;  the  effect  of  his  vote  tbere- 
fore,  mast  be,  that  we  can  and  will  submit  to 
those  edicts;  as  the  negHlivr,miist  be,  the  con- 
verse of  the  positii'e,  and  all  this  because  the 
qoestioD  is  too  clean o  admit  of  doubt.  Yes,  sir, 
because  the  sun  shines  into  yotlr  Chamber  at 
noon  day.  that  no  reasoning  can  be  necessary  to 
establish  the  fact';  the  gentleman  will  tell  you  that 
ll  is  so  self-evident,  that  he  must  solemoly  affirm. 
by  his  vote,  that  it  does  not  sbine  at  all.  T  shall 
not  pretend  to  answer  this  kind  of  reasoning. 

Some  gentlemen  object  to  this  resolution  on  the 
SroDod  ibai  it  is  bo  abstract  proposition,  and  that 
DO  bill  is  to  be  founded  upon  it.  It  hps  been  cor- 
rectly staled  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
(Mr.  GuoLSON,}  that  It  is  not,  strictly  speaking, 
an  abstract  proposition.  It  is.  in  fact,  expressing 
ihe  sense  of  ihe  Mouse  on  the  subject  of  submis- 
sion as  applied  lo  the  existing  state  of  things;  it 
imy  contain  an  acknowledged  truih.  but  that  is 
allied  to  (he  present  ^late  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  10  nr  it  is  specific.    Bnl  suppose  it 


were  as  ahslract  as  gentlemen  choose  to  consider 
it,  still  it  would  he  parliamentary,  aod  perfectly 
coosislent  wilh  ihe  practice  aod  usages  of  delib- 
erative hodii-s,  and  of  ihis  House  to  adopt  it.  I 
need  not  remind  the  Hoiise  of  the  case  when  the 
right  of  deposiie  at  New  Orleans  was  iuierrupled. 
A  declaraiion  was  then  made,  asserting  our  right 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  andto 
the  privileges  consequent  of  that  right,  and  our. 
delCTDiinalion  to  maiaisin  that  right  aod  those 
privileges  unimpaired.  What  is  the  case  now  7 
The  privilege  of  carrying  .your  produce  to  its 
usual  market  is  inierdiftted,  and  you  jre  called  on 
10  declare  thai  you  will  not  submii  to  this  infrac- 
tion of  your  rights.  1  wish  the  gentleman  to  point 
out  the  difference  in  principle  between  declaring 
t^at  you  will  not  submii  to  an  interruption  of  the 
right  of  depositeforyour  produce,  as  was  the  case 
at  New  Orleans,  and  a  declaration  that  you  will 
not  submit  to  the  iaterdiction  of  the  right  of  car- 
rying your  produce  to  market,  which  is  ibe  pres- 
ent case.  In  the  one  case,  the  right  or,depDsiie 
is  interrupled  ;  in  the  oihcr,  the  right  of  transit  or 
of  pursuing  your  lawful  commerce^  isinterdicied; 
the  principle  iit  both  cases  is  precisely  the  same. 
Many  other'  instances  of  a  similar  nature  might 
be  introduced,  if  thought  necessary,  to  show  Inat 
this  course  is  perfectly  consistent  with  parhamen< 
tary  usage.  But  I  had  supposed,  sit,  the  few  re- 
mark* I  made  when  this  subject  was  first  taken 
up,  would  have  prevented,  or  at  least  rendered 
unnecessary,  the  ohjectiutis  taken  to  this  resolu- 
tion. '  It  was  then  staled  to  the  House  as  a  prop- 
ositioB  so  cleai  and  self-evident,  that  1  could 
scarcely  bring  myself  to  think  it  necessary.  That 
jl  was  fixed  upoD  as  a  rsllyinc'  point  at  which  all 
Vfould  unite,  and  short  of  wliich  no  one  would 
wish  to  stop,  and  it  was  supposed  no  objections 
would  be  made  to  il.  It  was  noi  proposed  as  & 
measure  upon  whichabill  or  lave  was  to  he  found- 
ed, and  (he  objections'  taken  on  this  groand  are 
futile  beyoiid  description,  Il  was  intended,  and 
will  have  Ihe  effect  of  showing  to  the  American 
people  who  are  willing  to  maintain  their  rights 
against  foreign  aggressions,  and  wiio  are  prejured 
and  willing  ID  su&rail  IBmeiy  to  those  aggressions, 
and  to  admit  that  those  edicts,  liolaiin^  your 
commercial. and  neutral  rights,  are  perfecily  cor- 
rect, and  therefore  ought  noi  to  be  resisted.  The 
vote  on  this  resolulion  may  determine  ibis  point. 
Those  who'vole  against  the  principle  contained 
in  ihe  resniaiidn,  -        -     -'    -  ..      .     ■. 
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its  opposite  or  contrary,  that  we  can  aod  wil!  sub- 
mit to  them.  There  is  no  middle  course  between 
the  negative  and  the  positive,  that  lam  acquaint- 
ed with,that  will  enable  geollemen  to  vole  against 
this  resolution,  and  yet  evade  voting  for  submis- 
sion to  ihe  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  reminds  us  ihat 
we  have  been  fnur  weeks  in  session,  being  the 
fourth  pan  of  the  lirae  assigned  by  the  Constitu- 
tion fur  oOr  deliberation  and  inquiries — what 
have  we  done?  What  progress  has  been  made 
in  public  business  1  1  regret  the  loss  of  lime,  sir, 
as  much  as  any  geDilemao  j  but  when  we  are  n- 
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minded  of  its  rapid  progress,  and  ibaC  we  hare 
DO(  iropraved  it,  it  would  seem  reitanable  that 
those  who  complain  shuuld  ioforin  us  what  we 
-ought,  ID  their  opinioo,  lo  hare  done,  what  they 
ihemselves  hare  done,  oi  what  ihey  would  wish 

If  they  would  point  out  ihe  course  ihey  wish 
to  pursue,  we  might  possibly  eo  with  ihem.  and 
(bus  haslen  the  progress  of  public  busineas.  None 
of  the  gentlemen  has  explicitly  slated  his  plan. 
So  far  as  they  hava  divulged  iheir  project,  it 
amounts  lo  unconditional  submission,  inat  would 
plunge  the  nation  into  an  abyss  of  disgrace.  You 
are  told  10  retrace  your  iiieps ;  to  abandon  the  only 
measure  for  resisting  foreign  aggressions  to  which 
;'ou  have  resorted;  to  acknowledge  your  error; 
that  is,  to  annunnce  lo'the  world  that  wc  were  to- 
tally  wrong  in  ojiposing  the  Orders  in  Cotiocil  of 
Hia  Most  Qracious  Majeaty,  King  George  III, 
and  the  decrees  of  the  Great  Emperor  of  the 
French  ;  and  that  wc  are  willing  to  remove  the 
embargo,  and  take  just  what  little  commerce  lliey 
are  pleased  to  assign  us.  If  thii  be  the  gentle- 
man's plan,  I  beg  teave  lo  eater  my  protest  against 
it,  and  to  declare  that  it  nEVershall-nith  my  con- 
sent, slain  the  page  of  your  Journal. 

Being  in  some  measure  called  upon  by  thc'geit- 
tleman  from  Virginia,  to  explain  sojne  pretended 
inconsistency  be  has  discovered  in  this  report,  I 
sball  briefly  notice  some  of  the  objections  he  has 
made  to  it.  I  could  have  wished  that  he  had  spe- 
cified his  objections  so  a$  to  be  capable  of  becom- 
ing the  subject  of  investigation,  that  their  merits 
might  be  ascertained,  and  that  they  might  be  sus- 
ceptible of  a  specific  answer.    He  has  not  don< 

general  terms,  not  definite,  nor,  indeed,  coosistent 
or  distinctly  comprehensible.  He  says  you  > 
have  something  belter  than  this  leporl  to  e 
cale  you  from  your  present  difficulties,  but  he 
does  not  tell  you  what  that  must  be ;  noi  does  he 
offer  any  subslilute  for  it.  He  observes  that  re- 
port* of  committees,  and  correapojjdencca  of  Min- 
isters, aod  instructions  of  Secrelaries  of  Slate, 
will  not  protect  your  rights  or  secure  your  lade-. 
pendencej  and  seems  to  regret  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  can  write  so  well,  because  he  says,  whilst 
you  have  the  best  of  the  argument,  you  have  the 
worst  of  the  battle,  I  do  not,  sir,  perceive  any 
force  of  reasoning  iir  all  this,  nor  can  I  compre- 
hend what  object  the  gentleman  had  in  view,  un- 
less ii  be  to  make  known'to  the  public  his  disap- 
probation of  everything  that  was  done,  without 
assigning  even  a  plausihle  reason  fur  it.  Certain- 
ly, our  having  the  best  of  the  argument  cannot 
be  the  cause  of  our  having  the  worst  of  the  bat- 
tle i  and  if  we  have,  as  he  says,  the  worst  of  the 
battle,  itconld  be  no  consolation  lo  us  to  have 
alsQ'the  worst  of  the  argument,  nor  would  this 
better  our  situation.  Why  the  gentleman  should 
■eem  to  regret  that  your  statesmen  can  so  suc- 
cessfully show  the  justice  of  your  cause,  is  in- 
deed incomprehensible;  ai  it  never  can,  by  any 
possibiliiy,add  to  the  number  of  aggressions  com- 
mided  on  your  rights.  They  would  remain  the 
■ame,  whether  the  subjects  of  theiD  were  well  or 


illy  discussed.  It  may, be  thought  by  some,  but 
surely,  I  trust,  not  by  that  gentleman,  a  most  ua- 
foriuaite  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Madisoti  can 
write  so  well,  aa  it  has  thrown  the  diplomatic 
corps  of  George  III  in  the  back-grouud  ;  for,  with 
all  their  Court  intrigue  aod  diplomatic  address, 
they  have  certainly  been  foiled  in  ih?  late  discus- 
sions. It  cannot,  however,  be  pretended,  that  this 
brought  the  nation  into  iie  present  difficulties. 

With  regard  to  the  first  tcsotutiou,  now  under 
di.scussion,  the  otget:tions  taken  to  ii  by  the  gen- 
tleman are  extremely  Inconsistent,  and  some  of 
them  appear  to  me  in  direct  contradiction  la  each. 
other.  He  first  says,  "the  resolution -is  weak, 
feeble,  and  u.^less  ;"  aod  in  another  pan  of  tki* 
speech,  he  asks,  "whether  this  resolution  is  in* 
tended  as  a  declaration  of  wai."  How  the  gea- 
tleman  can  consider  the  same  resolution  feeble. 
'and  therefore  useless,  and  also  as  a  declaration  of 
war.  is  to  me  incomprehensible.  Bot  ibis  kjud  of 
reasoning  is  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  course 
pursued  oy  gentlemen  for  the  last  two  or  tbres 
yeats.  We  were  told  last  year  that  (he  embargo 
was  war  against  Great  Britain  ;  now,  we  ate  told 
by  the  same  meo,  (hat  it  Is  submission  to  her.  In 
1805,  we  were  lold  (he  pon -Importation  act  was 
war,  in  the  strongest  terms,  against  the  same 
Pawer;  you  were  told  (hal,byit,  you  were  about 
(o  put  the  match  to  the  train  which  would  ex- 
plode throughout  the  United  States ;  you  are  now 
(old  that  with  the  non-importation  act  commenced 
your  career  of  slibmissioo.  Sutfly,  sir,  what  wa« 
war  in  1805  and  1806,  canno(  since  havebecotoe. 
submission;  nor  can  what  was  war  la  1807,  b« 
DOW  turned  into  submission.  The  gentleman, 
with  all  his  eloquetice,  will  not  be  able  to  recoiL- 
cile  to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  such  in- 
conslsienciei,  or  induce  them  to  believe  in  (hem. 

The  gentleman  asked  for  some  eiplanatioa  re* 
specling  what  he  considered  ao  inconsisteacy  or 
anachronism  in  the  report.  I  presume  he  must 
hare  been  mistaken  In  the  dates  to  which  he  al- 
luded, or  he  would  not  have  made  this  iiiquiry,a* 
nothing  is  necessary  to  show  thai  there  is  no  in- 
consistency in  (ha[  par(  of  the  report  (o  which, 
he  alluded,  bu(  to  examine  and  understand  it. 

The  paragVapbs  which  the  gentleman  rexd  are 
these :    The  first  in  the  fiftl^page  of  the  report : 

"  The  Milan  decrae  of  180T  can  atUl  leu  rest  fbr  iu 
deicncB  on  the  soppoicti  acqUieacence  of  the  Unil^ 
St&tea  In  the  British  Orden  of  the  pracading  maDlh, 
since  those  Orders,  which  have  not  certalalj  been 
■ci^uiesced  In,  were  not  even  known  in  Amsrica  at  the 
dale  ai  the  decree." 

The  other  paragraph  was  in  the  eighth  and 
ninth  pages: 

"  This,  (the  iottniction  ofthe  Coundl  ofPrizai,  A^) 

was  received  on  the day  of  December ;  and  ■  copy 

ofthe  decision  In  the  case  of  (he  Horison,  having  at  die 
same  time  reached  Government,  the  President,  awamirf 
the  eooaequences  which  would  follow  that  new  lUte  tit 
things,  cammunicaled  immeduilflly  lo  Congrsaa  tba 
alteration  of  the  French  Decreen,  and  lecooimended  the 
embugo,  which  tfas  accordingly  laid  on  the  ^'3A  of 
December,  I90T ;  at  which  time  it  wu  well  andu«l«od, 
in  thii  country,  that  Ihe  Biitiih  Oiden  of  Council,  of 
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Noiamber  prgcwling,  had  iaaued,  althougti  tlxT  nsra 
not  officldl;  ouinmuQ idled  to  vur  Governmeul. 

Nov,  sir,  the  sMtemeau  here  made,  ire,  tbat.  al 
Ihe  date  of  the  MiLaa  decree,  the  Orders  of  ,Coua- 
eil  of  11th  of  Norember.  wvn  not  known  in 
America,  and  that  when-  the  eiDbargo  was  IxiJ.ii 
wa*velt  uQderMDod  that  they  had  iaaued.  The 
Mitaa  decre«  is  dal«d  on  ibe  17th  of  December. 
1807,  the  embai^  tra*  laid  on  the  22d  of  thai 
moDih — five  daf ■  aftHtfapd.  Theatsertioh,thefe^ 
fore,  in  the  report  is,  that  those  Orders  of  Covd- 
cil  were  not  ItfiDwn  here  to  have  isxaed  od  the 
tCTeoteeiith  day  of  December,  but  [hat,  oo  the 
23d  of  that  monlh,  it  was  well  anderstottd  thry 
had  iaaued.  TbisisperfectlycDbaitteat,  involves 
noanachroaism,  and  wai  in  fact  the  case,,  as  I 
(ball  show  the  Houm.  It  majr,  howefer,  be  pro- 
per here  to  obsepre  that,  iti  such  a  documeut  as 
that  i>ow  before  jrou,  it  would  net  have  been  cor- 
net to  state  that  those  Oidecs  w«re  known  bete, 
M  as  10  require,  od  our  part,  aey  measure  of  le* 
lictaacB  to  be  taken  io  re^rd  to  iheoi,  ia  order  to 
avoid  a  charge  of  acquiescence  in  them  bring 
madeb^  a  third  Ptfwer,  until  they  were  officially 
communicated  to  our  OoTerumetil.'  This  ie  the 
f  round  taken  in  the  report;  It  stales  that  "ibe  Milan 
decree  of  1807,  cab  still  less  rest'  for  its  defence  on 
the  sapposed  acquiescence  of  the-  Unjtad  Slates 
in  the  British  order»  of  the  preceding  monib," 
Ac.  J  and  to  prore,  beyond  a  dduhl,  that  France 
bad  DO  such  pretext  to  justify  her  decree,  we 
ny  ibai,  so  far  from  haviac  acquiesced  in  those 
utteiB,  they  were  not  even  known  here  at  tbat 
tine.  The  knowledge  of  .them  b«^e  mean  t  would 
properly  be  considered  that  which  would  resuh 
fiom  an  otGcial.  commuaication  of  them  to  the 
Government.  This  might,  with  proprielf,  be 
GonsidereU  the  meaning  of  the  reportjaod  ialhat 
sense  we  were  not  made  acquainted  with  the  or- 
ders unlil  the  33d  of  February,  1806,  when  they 
were  offioially  ..commonicai^d  by  Mr.  Erskine. 
Bat,  in  (he  present  ioalance,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
resort  to  this  construction  to  ji|slit'y  the  statement 
in  Ihe  report.  For,  according  to  tbe  ordinary 
meaning  of  the  term,  the  existence 'of  those  or- 
ders wu  not  known  to  us' (at  least  to  ma)  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1807,  and  it  was  known  to  us, 
Ikoogtk  not  officially,  on  the  23d  of  that  month. 
To  ihow  this,  1  beg  leave  to  read  to  tbe  House  i 
short  paragraph  from  a  paper  printed  in  this  city 
the  National  iBtejljeencer,  of  tbe  ISlhDecembei 
1807.  staled  to  be  taken  froiu  a  London  print,  it  i 
as  foUows  I 

"  A  {wodamalion  n  affivf  we  tuideiktand,  in  read!' 
aaat  Ibr  Hia  Umaaij's  Ngn^oirBr  daeluing  France  mnd 
tbe  whirie  of  ber  Tuaal  kingdoms-in  a  state  of  siage, 
and  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  bar  or  them,  ail 
«DtnnH  of  ie»e]a  into  thsir  Or  her  harbors,  eicafit  of 
aoch  SB  hare  dearad  lut  firom  a  Biitiah  port,  eUhar 
borne  or  foreign." 

This  is  the  first  information,  as  far  as  known, 
received  here,  of  the  existence  of  those  orders, 
and  proves  the  correctoeas  of  the  statemsiit  in 
the  repoii — it  being  subsequent  to  the  17th,  and 
previous  to  the  22d  of  December,  1807.  This 
paragiapti  also  fully  anawera  anothec.  objection 


taken  by  the  same  eenileman  to  a  statement  id 
the  report.,  He  told  yon  that,  although  it  waa 
asserted  -in  the  ninth  page  of  the  report,  at  the 
lime  Ihe  embargo  was  laid',  it  w>ti  ([enerally  un> 
derslood  here,  tbe  Orders  of  Council  bad  issued, 
yet  ibal  Tn  fact  tbe  British  proclamation  respect' 
ing  >eamen,'a[id  the  injurious  construction  given 
tbe  Berlin  dearee,  were  the  real  cau^ea  of  layiiig 
(he  eroba<^,  nod  that  ihe.Otders  of  Cquneil  did 
not  constitute  any  part  of  ihe  ground  of  this 
measnr«.  We  assert  that  the'  existence  of  these 
orders  was  known  here,  ihough  not  officially, 
ibargo  wan  laid.  This  fact  is 
'     '       '  i^rsph  wbic' 


when  the  i 


beyond  a  doubt  by  the  paragraph  which  I  have 
ju»t  read  to  the  House,  which  shows  that,  on  the 

Vl , 

)  ibis 
city. 

This  is  Ihe  knowledge  of  those  prdera,  alluded 
tojD  tbe  report,  which,  connected  wtih  tbe  note 
of  tbe  British  Com  til  iasi oners,  annexed  to  the  fa- 
mous treaty  of  Mr.  Monroe,  ao  often  noticed  in 
this  Hooae,  was,  in  my  mind,  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  had  iissued,  or  at  least 
were  prepared  to  be  issued.  Tbat  nnte  declared, 
in  exptsss  terms,  (hat  if  Francs  did  carry  into 
execution  the  Berlin  decree,  dtc.,  and  if  neutral 
nations  did  not  effNtually  resist  such  execution. 
His  Majesty  miehi  probably  be  eompelled  to 
adopt  measures  oT retaliation,  &c.  We  were  ap- 
prised ihat  the  exebutiun  of  rtie  Berlin  decree  had 
been  determined  upon  and  carried  into  effei;t;we 
were,  tberefoie,  authorized  to  cooelude  that  lb« 
British  Qovernmeni  would  carry  into  effect  the 
tbceaiened  meaanres  of  retaliation  ;  and  We  were 
further'  iBforined  by  tbe  public  prints  of  that 
country,  as  already  siiown,  that  such  orders  were 
actually  in  a  state  of  preparatioo,  and  about  to  be 
officially  published.  What  stronser  proof  could 
be  required  of  the  existence  of  those  orders?  I 
cannot  judge  of  the  moiivps  which  actuated  other 
gentlemsn,  ur.of  the  grounds  upon  Which  ibey 
voted  for  Ibe  embargo.  For  myself,  I  can  say 
that  this  infonnatioD,  in  regard  to  ihosc'  orders, 
liad  with  me  eonsldersble  Veigbl,  and  when  con- 
Bceted  with  the  noie  alluded  to,  did  ihduce  me  to 
vole  precisely  in  ih»  same  msilDer  I  would  have 
done  ff  the  Order}  in  Council  bad  been  officially 
laid  on  your  table. 

We  are  told,  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
tbat  we  ought  to  b^ve  more  of  action  and  less  of 
argument.  Thjs  kind  of  memento  has  been  so 
often  repeated  in  this  House,  showing  not  what 
you  oBght  to  do,  but  that  vou  ought  to  do  mime- 
thing,  that  it  has  become  tne  stale  phrase  in  every 
one'j  mouth.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  tboee 
who  use  it,  to  ask  them,  as  already,  what  they 
I  iMve  done,  or  what  they  wish  to  do,  to  relieve  the 
nation  from  its  present  difficult  siination  t  They 
ety  ouI,all  is  wrong ;  but  not  one  of  lh«m  tills  voa 
.wiiat  would  be  right.  The^  insist  you  are  lost 
in  a  wild  ernes  J  of  diffiouliies;  but  Ihey  do  not 
even  poi^t  to  the  Way  Ibat  will  lead  you  out.  It 
is,  sir,  muah  easier  to  find  fault  with  existing 
measures,  than  to  propose  auch  as  would  be  bel- 
ter,.iA  t)ieir  stead.    So  long  aa  bunuin  natttie  ia 
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90  maeb  voder  the  coairol  of  capricious  passions. 
and  Ihe  iDiligDinl  spleen  of  tfisappointed  anibi- 
tioD.  the  most  correct  measures  that  can  be  devis- 
ed will  be  censured,  cavilled  at,  and  fouDd  fault 
wiih.by  cerlaio  men.  Wenovcall  upon  Ifaoee 
genllemcn  who  eiclaiia  agsinst  ererything  that 
Has  been  done,  or  pro|>OEed  to  be  d«De,  lo  give  u& 
their  project;  to  tell  the  nation  wbai  tb^y  nould 
do,  wnat  plan  they  wish  to  follow.  Until  they  do 
this,  ibe  |)ublic  must  and  will  coosiiler  their  ob- 
jeetioDs  Bi  UDfouoded,  and  as  beiDg  the  mere  off- 
■priog  of  a  captious  disposition,  or  rancorous 
spleen.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  uodeutood  as  im- 
peacbingf  the  tiio[iveG<  of  ihoxe  gentlemen;  they 
may  possibly  think  their  conduct  is  correct ;  but 
iheir  object  cannot  well  be  niistakeo.'  It  is  evi- 
dently aa  effort  of  the  outs  to  get  in.  The  com- 
mon cry  is,  that  everything  id  goiog  wrong — the 
measures  of  the  present  Adtninistration  have 
brought  yon  into  all  your  difficuliics — have 
brought  you  to  the  verge  of  ruin — there  must  be 
a  change  of  measures  to'save  you!  What  con- 
clusion is  to  be  drawo  ftom  all  this?  Wby,  sir, 
it  is  plainly  this ;  That  those  gentlemen  call  on 
the  people  to  turn  out  those  who  now  manage 
their  public  affairs,  and  put  them  in.  Tbey  say, 
"all  is  going  wrong,"  and  may  plainly  be  under- 
alDod  to  mean,  "  put  us  in,  and  all  wilt  ^o  right — 
we  will  not  tell  you  what  course  we  will  adopt 
until  we  are  in  the  full  possession  of  power;  we 
will  then  teli  you  what  we  will  do."  Yes,  sir; 
and  what  would  they  do  7  The  same  tbey  did 
before,  no  doubt.  They  would  tighten  the  cords 
upon  the  people,  and  make  ihcm  more  submissive 
lo  their  st^riors;  they  would  have  a  strong 
Qoverntneni,  possessing  much  energy,  supported 
by  oavies,  armies,  and  hosts  of  civil  omcirs.  But 
there  wonid  be  no  surplus  money  in  your  Treas- 
ury. Instead-of  this, you  would  have  direct  taxes 
e.  laws  to  keep  the  people  in  order  and 


those  gen  til 

It  is  uot  my  intention,  in  ibe  remarks  which  I 
■ball  make  at  this  time,  to  take  up  the  whole  sub- 
jeci  of  the  report.  I  shall  notice  some  of  iheob* 
jections  made  to  the  several  resolutions;  and 
when  I  come  lo  observe  upon  the  general  subject, 
ahall  confine  myself  principaily  lo  the  first  perl 
of  the  report,  which  regards  the  aggressions  com- 
mitted on  our  lighiB  by  foreign  nations,  and  on 
which  the  second  resolution  is  founded  ;  and  b1s« 
notice  the  nature  of  the  measures  we  have  alrea- 
dy adopted  in  consequence   of  those  aggressions. 

It  has  been  stated,  that  tbe  first  resolution  is  un- 
necessary and  useless  ;  that  the  second  is  submis- 
sion, as  tt  gives  up  'all  your  trade,  when  only  a 
part  of  it  is  affected  by  tne  edicts  of  the  belligee- 
eats ;  and  the  third  is  said  to  be  like  the  first,  use- 
tesB,  as  it  only  speaks  of  defence,  &c.  Theobjee- 
tioDs  to  the  first  resolution  have  already  been 
noticed,  and  may  be  adverted  to  again  in  another 
place.  Those  mad«  to  tlie  second  will  be  sub- 
lUotially  answered,  in  the  remaiics  that  will  be 
made  in  reffard  lo  the  embargo,  to  show  that  it 
waa  not  suoraistion,  and,  of  course,  that  tbisstep,- 


which,  is  pursuing  the  same  course,  and  may  be 
considered  a-!  an  eitcnsion  of  the  same  measure, 
cannot  be  submission.  Theobjeciion  to  the  third 
resolution,  that  it  only  proposes  to  prepare  for 
defence,  would  naturally  induce  a  belief  that  the 
genileman  who  made  it  <Mr/R*i«t>OLPH)  wished 
us  to  prepare  for,  and  adopt  messnres  of  offence. 
Such,  however,  does  not  tiKta  to  be  the  case — if 
it  were,  offence  or  war  is  ohe  of  the  atternaiivei 
prasented  in  the  report,  and  would  meet  the  gen- 
llcmanN  wishes;  but  he  seems  disposed  to  do 
[nothiag.  as  far  as  we^can  understand  him,  but 
Iqke  off  ihp  embargo  and  open  a  trade  with  those 
Powers,  which,  in  my  view,  is  abject  submissioD, 
and  nothing  elie.  But,  sir,  if  we  prepare  for  de- 
fence, do  we  not,  at  the  same  lime,  prepare  for 
offence  1  Is  ir  usual  or  pfbper  for  a  natinn  to 
declare  that  she  is  making  preparations  in  order 
to  make  war  on  aoolher  nation  T  Is  there  to  be 
found  an  instance  of  such  an  extraordinafyand 
impolitic  declaration  7  ,  Noj  sir,  there  is  not ;  un- 
til she  i)  -prepared  to  malfc  war,  she  will  not  an- 
noonce  to  her  enemy  thatshe  intends  to  do  So. 
Preparations  for  defence  are  calculated  also  for, 
and  of  the  snmf  nature  with  those  used  in  offence. 
They  are  made  for  defence,  but.  should  the  occa- 
sion reqaire  it,  they  are  used  for  both,  for  offence 
as  Veil  as  defence.     We  do  not  wish  for  war- 
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we  are  threatened  from  abroad — we  determine  li 
make  the  neqeisary  preparation  for  defence;  and, 
should  »uth  a  state  of  things  occur  as  lOay  require 
it,  we  can  and  willvse  them  also  for  the  purpose 
of  offetlee.  But  it  is,  indeed,  ezlraordiaary  Ibat 
the  objection  should  come  in  this  shape,  from  a 
^nileman  who  proposes  no  measure  himself,  and 
IS  opposed  to  every  one  that  has  been  suggested. 
He  IS  against  raising  an  8rmy,agBinst  continuing 
the  embargo,  against  a  non-intercourse,  objects  to 
preparations  lor  defence;  and  it  maybe  asked, 
what  is  be  for  7  The  answer  may  be,  submission. 
Thore  is  DO  other  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
such  conduct. 

At  the  same  iimejslr,you  are  told,  that  tlie 
submissive,  teraporiziiig,  missionary  policy  pur- 
sued by  your  Government  has  brought  the  nation 
to  tbe  brink  of  ruin.  These  genenl  and  unqual- 
ified assertions,  without  any  reason  given  to  sup- 
port them,  do  not  merit,  and,  indeed,  cannot  re- 
ceive any  other  answer  (ban  a  general  and  direct 
denial,  until  some  proof  be  giveti  of  the  facts  al- 
leged. It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  will  go  into 
proof,  to  controvert  every  vague  assertion  made 
on  this  floor.  That  the  Government  has  used 
every  means  in  i[s  power  to  keep  the  nation  out 
of  difficaities;  ibat  ii  has  pursued  an  impartial, 
firm,  and  dignified  tine  of  conduct  toward  foreign 
Powers  i  Find  that  it  has  resurteli  to  every  honor- 
able expedient,  and  used  every  power  with  which 
it  was  vested,  to  extricate  the  nation  from  its 
present  difficulties,  brought  «n  by  foreign  aggres- 
sjons,  will  not  he  denied,  by  any  one  who  examines 
and  understands  the  whole  grounds  of  the  late 
negolialions,  who  gives  reason  fair  play,  and  is 
not  blinded  byprejudice,  or  deluded  by  parly  con- 
The  official  documents  relative  to 
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those  negotiauoas  are  now  before  iho  pBblic,  and 
ibose  wbom  \hey  wjUnotconTiDceorilieeorrect- 
Dssi  Bs  well  as  the  impaTiiBlity  of  ihe  condaci  of 
oar  Go7ein  meat,  would  ootbe  persuaded  by  any 
argDtnent  Ibat  could  be  advanced  on  ibis  floor. 
No;  they  would  not  believe  an  bd^I,  though  he 
should  coiDe  down  from  Heaven,  lo  sound  these 
truths  in  their  ears. 

The  same  genllemaD  (Mi.  R.)  lias  asserted.  On 
this  Qoor,  m  opposition  to  a  statetneat  made  in 
the  repou,  tfayi  aii  answer  has  been  Kceived  from 
France,  which  is  sufficieaC  to  wtisry  every  one 
who  has  seen  or  heard  it.  On  wiiat  authority  he 
founds  Ibii  BKserttOD,  I  cannot  preiend>to  say.  I 
hive  attended  to  the  dot^uoienls  laid  before  CoD' 

£tsa  this  sessioD,  both  public  and  private ;  and  I 
.■1  myself  authorized ,  to  stale  expressly,  that  na 
answer  has  been   received  fiom  Frasce  on  the 

Eint  in  question ;.  that  la,  oq  the  propositfoo  un- 
r  the  authority  of  the  law  of  laal  sesaiaDj  rela- 
tive lo  withdrawing  her  decree's.  -In  support  qf 
this  yon  hare  the  Message  of  the  Preaident;  and 
Hr.  Armstrong's  last  letter,  bearFng  date  the  28th 
of  August  lasl^  in  'the  public  documents,  shows 
that,  so  far  from  Piancu  having  given  a  final  an- 
swer, that  be  did  not'even  r^new  the  djscuisiod 
on  ihiasi}hject  with  that  GoTefnnient,  as  be  tfai 
authorized to'do;  and  there-is  no  4oau»cvt  laid 
before  ibis  Haase  whi>;h  will  sh.ow  that  any  such 
aosWer  haq  be^a  received.  1  will  not  at  present 
pursue  these  objections  further^  -  ■  What  has  been 
already  said  is  sufficient  to  show  tha^  they  are 
rather  the  oSspring  of  a  spirit  of  oppositipO  than 
Foundea  on  any  substantial  grpunds  of  either  fact 
or  reasoning.  .  ' 

I  shall  now  briefly  notice  tbe  rfepori  itself,  for 
tbepnrpoie  of  preseoliog  the  ^outie  ivith  that 
view  oit  such  pacts  of  <ii  as  relates  to  the  question 
realty  before  them,  as  IenterlBin,Bnd  which  may 
possibly  assist  us  in  forming  a  correct  opinion  o'n 
the  subject.  The  report  may  be  considered  as 
eoDsistiog  of  two  farts,  The  first'ielates  to,  and 
states  the  injuries  we  have  received  ;  the  aggrea' 
sioos  eomm'iited  an  our  commercial  and  neutral 
rights  by  foreign  nations,  and  on  this  Is  founded 
the  first  resolution. ..  The  second  part  relates  to 
the  measures  to  be  pursued,  In  order  to  resist 
those  aggressions,  and  on  this  are  founded  the 
second  and  third  Tesolucioss.  The  Erst  part  is 
that  wfaich'is  immedlBlely  befora  the  House.  In 
it  are  briefly  stated  the  orders  and  procl; 
of  Great  Britain  aiid  the  decrees  of  Frai 
which  iafntcl  and  violate  the  lawful  conimi 
and  ueatral  rights  of  this  country.  Those  edicts 
of  the  beJligerenta,  and  tbe  maoner in  which  they 
have  been  idopCed  and  executed,  are  considered 
as  aegressions  of  the  most  aggravating  kind, and 
iavcHTing  the  best  rights  and  dearest  inleresis  of 
tbe  United  States.  Taken  in  iheaggre|{aie,  [hey 
ire  considered  and  stated  to  amount  to  a  maritime 
war  against  this  country.  They  are  also  stated 
to  be  unprovoked  and  unanthorized  on  the  part 
of  bolfa  Ibose  nations,  by  any  act  on  our  part,  of 
iojnry  to  nther,  or  of  voliiolary  acquiescence  in 
the  uDJost  vidlalions  on  our  rights  by  the  one  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  other.    Heqce  it  is  conclud' 


ed  and  insisted,  that  thisneiion  oaghinotaDd 
cannot,  consistently  with  ils  tnie  interest  and 
honor,  submit  to  those  aggressiou|}  bnt  is  hound 
in  duly  and  juaiiee  to  itself  to  resist, and  oppose 
them.  TberQ can  be  □□  ground  that  would  justify 
a  nation  (having  the  power)  in  not  repelling^  or 
at  least  resisting,  an  injury  received,  except  such- 
injury  be  of  so  little  impoclBBee  as  not  sensibly 
to  affect  its  iniereit,  and  therefore  t]ot  to  merit 
rnblic  notice;  or  unless  it  be  authorized  or  justi- 
fied by  the  previous  conduct  of- such  injured  na- 
tion. Neiiner  of  these  is  the  case  in  the  present 
instance.  No  one  preien4s  to  say,  that  the  ag- 
gressions commilled  OD-our  rights  are  trivial  or 
UDimpottaai;  oa  the  contrary,  they  are  admitted 
to  be  of  the  most  enormous  kind ;  and  ii  cannot 
with  truth  be  pretended  that  ibere  baa  been  any 
act  on  our  parr  that  oould,  in  josiice,  either  pro- 
voke or  authorize  them.  With  this  new  of  tbe 
sabjeet  the  first  resolution  ft-as  presented  to  the 
House,  in  order  to  asceriaia  if  there  was  any  dif- 
ferenee  of  opinion  respecting  the  fact  that  those 
edicts  of  the  belligerents,  werea  violation  of  the 
rightaoC  this  ct)iu>try,^nd  ought  net  to  be  sub- 
mitled  lo — tO'see  if  there  was  any  one  who  would 
justify  them,  who  would  tell. the  American  peo- 
ple that  tbey  must  submit  lo  the  regulations  of  a 
hreign  Powers  ■"d  atsqtoglve  the  nation  a  sol- 
emn pledge  thai  this  House  was  determined  not 
to  abandon  its  best  interest*.  Sir,  ii  was  suppos- 
ed that  no  doubt  could  erisc  on  this  part  of  tbe 
subjecl.  No  one  has  been  hardy  enough  to  deny 
the  violations-  committed-  on  our  rights  by  the 
edicts  of  the  belligerent  Powers.  No  one  has 
denied  the  enoimiiy  and  injustice  of  those 'vio- 
lations, nor  has  it'yet  been  asserted,  on  this  floor, 
that  Ibey  were  provoked  or  authorized  by  any  act 
on  thenariof  tltis  Oovernment.  Under  what  pre- 
text, therefore,  aao  gentlemen  refuse  lo  resist 
ihein  f  -  Why  hesiiaie  lo  vote  fortbis'tesolutionl 
Why  detain  tbe  House  debating  it  for  ten  days? 
Do  they  mea»  ts  justify  those,  asgressinns  1  to 
submit  to  themtaniely  t  lo  acknowledge  the  right 
those  Powerri  have  to  give  laws  I o  the'people  of 
this  country?  Ifsq,' let  us  know  it ;  ii  is  high 
tiqie  the  public  should  he  informed  of  il.  Those, 
however,  who  ftdroit  the  proceedings  "of  the  belli- 
gerent Powers  to  be  violations-  of  our  rights,  as 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  tbe  report, -(ami  the  cor*' 
j-ectness  of  that  siaiement  has  not  been  bronghc 
in  naestion.)  will  not  hesitate  10  vote-  for  this 
resolution.'  They  will  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
[bey  will  not  abandon  the  best  rights  of  ibe  peo- 
ple, that  Ibey  will  not  subrail  to  foreiga  aggres- 

When  this  is  once  determined,  the  question  of 
submission  will  be  at  rest.  -Tbe  reaolulion  la  re- 
aisi  will  liaie  been  taken,  and  the  next  inquiry 
will  be  in  relaiion  to  the  measures  of  rer^Lsiance- 
mosl  proper  to  be  adopted.  This  part  of  ihe  sub- 
ject, as  already  noticed,  constituting  the  second 
part  of  the  report,  and  giving  origin  to  the  second 
and  third  resehiiions,  will  come  more  properly  ia 
discussion  wh^n  those  resolutions  are  immediate- 
ly before  tbe  Mouse.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  at 
this  time  eater  at  lar^ge  into  the  discussion  of  tbia 
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part  of  tbesabjeel.  Bui,  HsgeDiIemeo  who  have 
((□ne  berore  me,  bave  introduced  igto  ihii  diicit»- 
aion  tha  mMsures  pursued  by  the  Ouvernment  for 
Bome  time  past,  and  have  in  particular  attacked 
the  coodact  of  the  toajority  ia- laying  (heemhar- 
go,  I  Bball  liad  it  necessary  to  aoticesame  of  their 
argumeola,  on  this  part  of  ibe  subject,  in  ordet 
to  rescue  that  measure  from  the  very  unjust 
odiuna  attempted  to  be  thrown  upoa  it.  QeQile- 
men  ascribe  all  your  difficulties  and  misfortunes 
to  the  embargo;  they  say  U  bas  destroyed  your 
commerce,  aod  brought  the  natioo  to  ihe  verge 
of  ruiu;  inat  it  is  aubtnission  ;  that  you  might 
hare  coasiderable  trade,  it'  it  were  not  foi  the  em- 
bargo, and  ibal,  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  repealed, 
&,c.  By  way  of  BDsweriDK  these  argutaeuts,  and, 
JD  order  to  lay  bdbre  the  House  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible the  view  which  I  entertain  of  that  measure, 
I  Bhall  eudeavorto^show — 

1.  That  it  was  not  the  embargo,  but  the  Orders 
in  Council  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  the  daorees-  of 
France,  which  dedroyed  your  commerce,  pro- 
duced tne  pressure  that  is  now  so  much  eompli ' 


■  present  enti- 


ed  ofj  and  placed  this 
cal  situation. 

S.  That  the  embargo  was  not  submission  to 
those  Powers ;  that  it  wa^  taking  a  Srm  and  dig- 
nified stand  in  opposition  to  theit  aggressions  and 
la  vindication  of  our  rights. 

I  shall  also  attempt  to  skow,  in  the  third  place, 
that  when  the  embargo  was, laid  any  other  meas- 
ure that  could  hare  been,  adopted,  except  war, 
would  hara  been  subnussion  to  one  or  both  ot 
those  Powers.  And,  further,  in  the  foarth  place, 
that  if  you  had  not  laid  the  embargo,  but  had 
even  submitted  to  those  aggresEions,  the  trade 
you  could  have  enjoyed,  subject  to  I hoGC  restric- 
tions, would  be  of  JittU  or  no  real  value  in  the 
([Teat  scale  of  national  coqimerce,  could  scarce- 
y  daim  any  serious  notice,  and  could  not  possibly 
be  considered  an  adequate  compenBation  for  na- 
tional degradation  and  dishonor. 

With  regard  to  tbe  first  point  proposed  to  be 
abown,  that  it  was  not  the  embargo  but  the  orders 
of  Oreat  Britain  and  decrees  of  France,  which 
destroyed  your  commetce  and  placed  the  nation 
in  its  prasent  critical  situation,  it  may  be  aecessa^ 
ry,  in  order  to  remove  the  delusion  which  has 
prevailed  on  this  subject,  to. notice  the  condition 
in  which  those  orders  and  decrees  had  placed 
your  commerce  previou*  to  laying  the  embargo. 
For  want  of  atteuding  lo  this  circumslttnce,  the 
public  mind  has  been  imposed  upon.  It  has  been 
erroneously  represented  that  you  could  have  en- 
joyed commerce  to  a  considerable  extent  if  it 
were  not  for  the  embargo,  that  it  alone  has  de- 
stroyed your  trade,  and  brought  the  nation  to  the 
Tecge  of  loin  ;  aod  this  impfeasion,  aided  by  re- 

Eated  miarepreseniatioQs,  has  been  attempted  to 
fasten^  on  the  public  mind,  contrary  to  the 
real  truth  and  state  of  the  case.  It  is  high  lime 
this  delusion  should  be  removed.  Sir,  it  must 
and  will  dissipate  when  the  people  are  correctly 
informed  of  the  real  source  from  which  spring 
■U  the  difficulties  and  cause  of  prtralions  they 
aowezperieoce;  whea  they  are- convinced  that) 


in  the  orders  of  Great  Britain  and  decrres  of 
France,  is  to  be  found  the  real  cause  of  all  these 
difficulties;  whan  they  clearly  perceive  that  thoae 
orders  and  decrees  had  opened  a  gulf  to  svralUw 
up  all  yuur  commerce  ;  that  the  embargo  inter- 
vened as  B  shield  and  saved  it  from  certain  de- 
slcuciion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  saved  the  nation 
from  ihe  bloody  scenes  of  war :  when  the  people 
are  convioced  of  this,  as  ihey  nadoubtedly  will 
be  so  soon  as  they  are  correctly  informed  on  the 
subject,  they  will  then  cease  to  bcdeludi-dand  1^ 
Betray  b^  misreprpsenialioDa;  they  will  see  the 
measure  in  its  proper  point  of  view,  and  duly  ap* 
predate  the  conduct  of  their  GoreiDmeot. 

Sir,  what  was  the  situation  of  your  comiiierce 
when  the  embargo  was  laid?  By  the  orders  of 
GreatBritain  you  ware  profaibitedfromgoingtOBDy 
couutry  on  the  Cooiinenr  of  Europe,  excegt  Swe- 
den— the  poor,  barren  country  of  Sweden,  as  it  is 
emphatieally  called  by  an  English  wtiter.lowtiicit 
country  you  export  about  $56,000  wont  of  four 
own  domestic  produce.  You  were  not  permttled 
to  export  thither  the  produce  or  maoufactute  of 
any  other  coustry.  Of  course  this  was  all  the 
trade  left  open  to  this  counlrr  by  those  orders  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe.  If  you  carried  on  any 
other  l^de  lo  Europe,  it  mustbe  directly  with  or 
through  a  British  port.  In  order  to  show  the 
correctness  of  this  statement,  and  also  lo  sboir 
what  was  considered'  in  England  the  operation 
of  those  OrJen  in  Council,  aud  in  what  condi- 
tion they  placed  the  cominerce  oi  this  country 
with  Europe,  I  will  refer  to  the  produclioD  of  n 
late  writer  of  the  -^rst  resiiec lability,  whose  au- 
thority, for  the  purpose  I  have  in  view,  will  not 
be  denied,  i  mean  Mr.  Baring's  pamphlet  on 
the  subject  of  these  orders.  In  the  12ih  page  of 
which  1!  stated  what  was. considered  there  as  tbe 
practical  construction  of  them. 

"AH  trade  directly  IroiB  America  to  every  port  and 
counti;  of  Europe  stwai-  with  Great  Britain,  arfram 
which  the  British  Ssg  is  excluded,  is  tolsllj  pnthlbited. 
In  this  general  prohibition  every  'port  of  Earope,  with 
exception  *t  present  of  Sweden,  is  included,  utd  no 
distinction  whatever  is  msde  betwten  the  doiiicattG 
produce  of  Aroerici,  and  that  of  the  colonies  re-ex- 
ported from  thence." 

"  Tha  trsde  from  America  to  the  colonies  of  all  na< 
tions  remains  unaltered  by  the  present  orders.  Amci- 
icB  msy  export  the  produce  of  bei  own  coantiy,  bat 
thst  of  no  other,  directly  to  Sweden. 

"  With  the  ebove  exception,  sll  articles,  wbethar  of 
domestic  or  colonisl  produce,,  ex  ported  by  AnteTica  lo 
Europe,  must  be  landed  in  this  oDtutiy,  from  wheaea 
it  U  intended  to  permit  them  re-exportation  audei 
such  rsgulalLOHs  as  may  hereafter  t>c  dalermiaed. 

■■  By  these  ngulatioBa,  it  is  understood  that  datiea 
are  to  be  imposed  on  ,sU  articles  so  re-eiportad,  &.c. 

"Any  vessel,  tbe  cargo  whereof  shall  be  accompa- 
nied with  certificates  of  French  consuls  abroad  of  its 
ori^n,  shall,  together  with  the  carso,  be  liable  to  Mi- 
lure  and  condamnation,"  Ac. 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  accarding  to  tbe  con- 
struction given,  those  orders,  by  the  English  them- 
selves, (for  ibis  Mr.  Baring  was  a  member  of 
Parliament,)  at  the  lime  the  embargo  was  laid, 
your  commerce  was  probibited  from  every  couu- 
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try  on  the  ConiiDent  of  Europe,  excepi  Sweden 
alone,  poq;  and  litrrea  in  trades*  already  staled, 
to  which  yoDt>  trade,  as  has  been  observed,  jb  of 
no  impor lance,  being  confined  to  your  own  pro- 
jaee.  of  ifhieh  you  lend  there  qnly  about  ihe 
Tsloe  or  $59,000 ;  an  BTDOunl  too  inconsiderable 
todesFtTe  Dialeritl  notice  in  the  great  senle  of 
American  commerce.  On  the  other  hand  you 
were,  by  the  decrees  of  France,  prohibited  from 
trading  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  any  other  country 
occupied  by  British  troopt.  About  this  titneit 
is  beiieTed  there  were  British  troops  in  occupa- 
tion of  Swedetl ;  if  so,  you  were  totally  exclu- 
ded, and  shut  out  from  all  £lurope;  there  was  not 
a  single  port  to  which  you  could  '^o  with  safely. 
But,  sir,  it  is  nllogelhei  immaterial  for  oiy  pur- 
pose, whether  Sweden  was'  occupied  by  British 
troops  or  not;  the  trade  with  her  is  not  worth 
naiDing,  and  would  afford  no  snfGeient  induce- 
ment to  keep  open  a  eotnmerce  that  would  prob- 
ably ioTolvelbe  destruction  of  a  hundred  times 
it*  value  of  your  projieriy  under  one  pretext  or 
rnber;  and  would  also  compromit  your  honor 
■ad  independence  as  a  nation  ;  for  if  you  volun- 
tarily surrendered  all  your  trade  as  far  as  forbid- 
den Dy  Gieat  Britain  and  France,  and  continued 
the  small  pteearious  scraps,  if  any,  that  they 
chose  to  assiga  yon,  you  at  once  acknowledged 
their  tight  to  regulate  your  trade  at  their  own 

Cleaauie,  and  in  fact  to  give  laws  to  ibis  country'. 
f  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  and  !  call 
on  geallem^n,  if  tbey  deny  it,  to  show  the  con- 
trary, what  trade  could  you  have  pursued'or  en- 
joyed when  the  embargo  was  laid  f  Yonr  trade 
with  all  Europe  was  totally  cut  off,  as  has  been 
alfeady  shown,  (that  with  Sweden  whether  per- 
miiieil  or  not  would  not  sensibly  affect  the  gen- 
eral resuli,'^  your  only  trade  that  remained  was 
thai  with  tht  colonies.  Let  us  ioquirewbat  this 
trade  would  be.  With  the  British  colonies  you 
have  DO  permanent  trade;  she  never  opens  the 
port*  of  her  colonieS'to  your  ships,  except  when 
forced  by  ttecessity  to  do  so.  Yonr  whole  trade, 
then,  lb  the  colonies  would  have  been  in  domes- 
tic produce  only  lomewbat  more  than  9^.000.000 
worth.  This  would  have  been  all  Ihe  trade  you 
conld  carry  OB ;  your  trade  with  those  colonies 
iD  foreign  articles  would  cea«e,  because  you  could 
not  procure  the  fbreign  goods  that  constituted 
Ibat  branch  of  trade.  When,  therefore,  the  em- 
bargo was  laid,  your  whole  commerce,  amount- 
ing  to  more  than  6108,000,000  of  exports,  was 
liable  to  capture  and  confiscation,  except  the 
small  antouut  of  somewhat  more  than  (6,000,- 
000.  When  your  trade  was  in  this  situation, 
when  those  orders  and  decrees  were  about  to 
eweep  your  commerce  from  the  ocean,  the  etiT- 
bargo  was  laid,  and  like  a  shield  intervened  and 
saved  it  from  cerlaio  destruction.  Yes,  sir,  I 
venture  to  affirm,  without  the  hazard  of  a  con- 
tradiction from  any  well  informed  merchttntof 
caador,  as  my  information  is  derived  (Vom 
most  respectable  aulhoiiiy,  tbai  the  embargo  has 
saved  the  American  people  more  than  SIOO.OOO,' 
000,  that  would,  if  it  had  not  been  laid,  most  ud 
doubtedly  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  b«t- 


ligerevt  Powers.  No  man  will  be  so  wild  as  to 
say  that  those  Powers,  af^er  solemnly  declaring 
that  I  hey  would  capture  yonr  vessels,  trading  to 
iheir  memies,  woutd,  notwithstanding,  refrain 
from  taking  tbem  if  they  came  in  their  way. 
There  is  not  the  ilighieii  pretext  for  ibi:-  j  there 
was  then  no  securiiy  for  your  commerce,  hot  to 
withdraw  it  from  the  ocean.  This  was  done, 
end  it  has  been  saved.  The  edicts  of  the  beljig- 
erants  left  no  alternative  with  your  Qovemmenij 
but  to  leave  your  commerce  to  be  entirely  de- 
stroyed, 01  retain  it  within  your  own  limits — lbs 
latter  was  resorted  to,  and  was  rendeied  indis- 
pensable by  the  conduct  of  those  Powert.  Thevo 
IS  not,  therefore,  any  faundstion  in  fact  (or  tho 
assertion  that  the  embargo  destroyed  your  trade; 
the  contrary  is  shown  beyond  a  doubt.  Yet,  sir, 
unfouBded  as  this  Bsseriton  is,  it  has  been  iodus- 
irioDsly  circnlated  throughout  the  nation;  has 
imposed  upon  and  deluded  many  honest,  well 
maaniiig  meo,  and  aided  by  constant  roisVepte- 
senlations,  equally  unfounded,  which  are  oOb- 
staatly  spread  from  one  end  of  (he  Union  to  the 
other  by  the  opponents  and  enemies  of  ihe  pres- 
ent QoremiDeDi,  has  been  made  the  hobby-horse 
u^B  «rhiiih  they  bare  indulged  the  hope  for  tba 
last  year  of  riding  into  power.  In  this  liope, 
however,  tbey  may-  pAibably  be  disappointed.  So 
soon  as  the  people  are  correctly  informed,  ibe 
delusion  which  has  been  produced  by  misrepre- 
sentaiion  will  vanish  and  disappear.  [Mr.  Sodtb- 
AKD'  here  observed,  that  «b  the  gentleman  who 
was  speaking  appeared  somewhat  exhausted,  and 
was  not  protnbly  near  the  conclusion  of  his  re- 
marks, and  It  being  now  a  lite  hour,  he  wonld, 
with  his  eonsent,  move  to  adjourn,  which  wm 
agreed  to.] 

On  the  next  day,  [December7J  Mr,  Campbgli.  , 
said  when  he  closed  the  lemaris  whi^h  he  had 
Ihe  honor  of  making  on  yesterday,  he  bad  just 
submitted  to  the  House  some  observations  with 
the  view  of  showing  that  it  wasobt  the  enxbargo 
that  deeirt>yed  our  eommeroe,  or  brought  on  the 
nation  the  pressure  which  is  now  so  sensibly  felt, 
a'nd  so  mueb  complained  oC  I  had  stated  to  ifae 
House,  said  he,  that  the  orders  of  Qreai  Britain, 
and  the  decrees  of  France,  were  the-real  eansa 
of  all  fbe  difficulties  which  are  now  experienced 
by  this  country.  That  they,  and  not  the  entber- 
go,  bad  cut  op  yoar  trade  by  the  very  roots,  and 
rendered  a  total  suspeorion  for  a  time  indispen- 
sable for  Its  salvntioD  from  inevitable  desirnciton. 
This  ie  a  truth  supported  by  facts  that  cannot  be 
denied ;  remove  the  embargo,  and  you  expose 
your  trwle,  naked  and  defeBecless,  to  certain  de- 
slruetfoa—'tbe  same  that  would  have  Uthen  place 
if  it  had-not  been. laid.'  Fortunately  for  iheiaer- 
cbaots,  (but  tinfottunately  it  would  seem  for  tbe 
Qovernnent,  if  the  misreprewuIWions  that  are 
circulated  abnwd  should  be  believed.)  your  com- 
merce did  not  f%el  the  destructive  scourge  that 
was  prepared  for  it.  The  embai^o  iuiervened 
,and  saved  it  from  the  tlevonring  jaws  of  Ifae 
greet  Leviathan  of  the  ocean  that  were  already 
open  io  receive  it.  If  the  embargo  had  been 
postponed  a  few  week*  longer,  DDiil  your  trade 
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had  fell  a  partial  deiitruccioQ,  until  a  few  hun- 
dred more  of  youi  ships  had  beta  >ivepl  from 
the  ocean,  aod  coadeiDQeil  by  Qr«ai  Briiain  and 
France  under  their  orders-  aod  decrees,  your 
luercbants  aod  the  people  of  the  United  S[aLes 
generally  would  hsTe  been  more  sensible  of  th^ 
Mluiary  effects  of  thh  measure  in  saving  the 
property  of  the  nation.  Tbey  would  then  have 
been  conrioced  of  the  real  cause  of  the  preseni 
aaspension  of  trade,  and  ucribe  it  to  its  true 
■ouree,  the  edicts  of  the  belligerent  Powers, 
They  would  have  seen  that  nearly  all  their  prop- 
erty on  the  oceaa  was  seized  and  lequesteied  ot 
oondemned  by  those  Powers,  and  that  the  resi- 
due, if  it  had  been  sufierwl  to  go  om,  would  have 
shared  ihesarae  fate,  d'hat  this  would  hare  been 
the  case  there  egu  be  no  doubt.  It  is  proved  by 
the  fact,  thai  of  the  vessels  that  left  this  couniiy 
for  Europe,  shortly  before  th;  emharffo,  scarcely 
one  arrived  safe  at  their  inteoded  marK«t.  A  fact 
of  the  strongest  kind  in  support  of  this  po^iioo 
is  well  known,  and  has  already  been  st«le<d  ;  that 
of  nine  vessels  that  we«  t  out  of  aae  of  (be  East- 
era  ports,  immediately  previous  to  the  embargo, 
not  one  of  them  arrived  safe  at  the  place  of.  des- 
tiaaiioo.  It  is  a  fair  calculation,  tb»t  if  yoor 
commerce  generally  had  been  permitted  lo  go  on 
the  ocean,  II  would  have  shared  the  same  fate. 
Hence  the  conclusion  is  ineviiable  that  this  mea- 
aure,  so  far  from  destroy  io;  your  trade,  has  saved 
it  from  certaio  destrnciion. 

Entertaining  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  be- 
ing convinced  of  its  correctness,  I  confess  I  have 
been  much  Bttonished  that  it  has  been  so  often 
repeated  in  this  House,  and  also  ia  the  party 
punts  in  difiereoi  parts  of  the  country,  that  the 
embargo  has  brought  the  nation  to  the  verge  of 
luin  ;  when  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  if  it  had 
Doi  been  laid,  property  to  a  vast  amount,  which 
is  now  within  the  country,  and  in  your  own  pos- 
session, would  have  been  captured,  condemned, 
and  added  to  Iba  resources  of  your  enemies.  You 
would  have  been  stripped,  I  may  say  robbed,  .of 
more  than  one  baadred  .milUoD*  of  property,  and 
that  would  have  been  added  to  the  common  stock 
or  funds  of  Qreat  Britain  aod  France.  This  ii 
precisely  the  situation  in  which  you  would  have 
ExeD  placed  by  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  if 
the  embargo  bad  not  been  laid.  Will  genilemeo 
eay  that  this  would  be  a  more  desirable  situation 
than  you  are  in  at  preeeoi  1  Will  they  say  that 
your  own  people  being  deprived  of  their  prop- 
erty, while  it  IS  thrDVo  tnio  the  bauds  of  their 
enemies,  would  render  their '«ondilton  more  eligi- 
ble, relieve  their  distresses,  or  add  to  the  tuoney  in 
your  Treasury  ?  Is  it  better;  sit,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain should  have  the  greater  part  of  your  resselsaod 
marohandise,  and  a  great  proportion  of  your  sea- 
men, and  make  use  of  them  against  you,  when- 
ever the  occasion  should  occur,  than  that  they 
should  remain  in  the  country  in  your  own  pos- 
session, and  add  to  the  resources  of  the  nation  1 
There  can  be  no  doubt  on  this  subject ;  bo  one 
will  assert  this.-  I  might  pursue  the  inquiry  fur- 
ther, ts  it  not  better  and'  mu«h  more  honorable 
tat  (his  country  that  your  produce  should  «ven 


fot  in  your  warehouses, than  ii:should  be  eiijeyed 
by  your  enemies,  and  used  by  them  for  your  de- 
struction? The  people  of  America  cannot  enter- 
lain  a  doubt  on  this  point.  If  ibcy  know  what  it 
the  fact,  that  there  was  do  alternative  but  either 
to  leav£  it  in  their  warehouses  (o  rot,  of  throw  it 
into  the  bands  of  ilieFr  enemies,  they  would  not 
hesitate  to  say  with  one  voice,-"  we  will  suffer  it 
'  to  moulder  and  rot  in  our  warehouses  rather  thaa 
'  supply  our  enemies  with  it'  to  our  own  destruc- 
'tiou."  This  is  the  precise  question  which,  was 
presented  when  the  embargo  was  laid,  and  which 
IS  still  to  be  decided.  That  those  Powers  would 
have  captured  all  yoor  property  which  ihey  couid 
find  upon  the  ocean  cannot  be  doubted  or  any 
one  w^o  has  attended  lo  ibeir  conduct,  and  is  in 
anv  degree  anquainied  with  their  proceedings. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  lo  notice  sonte 
particular  iniiaoces  in  the  conduct  of  those  Pow- 
er* on  this  occasion,  in  order  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther we  had  anything  to  expect  from'lbeir  friend- 
ship or  justice;  wbeiher  on  ihe  contrary  Ihey  did 
not  seem  to  prepare  deliberate  plans  to  entrap  and 
destroy  your  commerce.. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Great  Britain,  in  the 
which  wasaoneied 


rejected  by  our  Governmenl,  expressly  slated, 
that  "  if,  however,  the  enemy  should  carry  these 
'threats  (meaoing  tbeBerlio  decree)  into  eiecu- 
'tton,  and  if  oeuiral'naiioDs  (contrary  to  all  er- 

B elation)  should  acquiesce  in  sucli  usurpation, 
is  Majesty  might  probably  be  compelled,  how- 
'  ever  reluctantly,  to  retaliate  in  his  jost  defence, 
'and  to  adopt,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  ueu- 
'  iral  nations  with  his  enemies,'lhe  same  measures 
'  which  those  oations  shall  have  permitted  to  be 
'  enforced  against  their  commerce  with  his  Kub- 
'jects."  Prom  this  ii  .appears  that  the  two  re- 
quisites necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  British 
Ministry 'themselves  to  justify  retaliation,  are  the 
execution  of  the  de<;ree  and  the  acquiescence  of 
neutral  nations  in  sucli  execiitiou.  This  note  waa 
calculated  lo  lull  into  securjty  the  people9f  Ame- 
rica, aod,  induce  them  to  believe  there  was  no 
danger  lb  be  appt«hended  from  Qreat  Britain,  un- 
les.t  France  should  carry  ber  decrees  into  £iecu- 
lion,  and  there  should  also  be  an  acquiescence  ob 
the  pan  of  this  country.  Bu;  what  wa»  the  re- 
sult?. After  this  public  declaration,  without  wait- 
JDg  to  ascertain  either  of  these  facts,  without 
knowing  whether  France  would  execute  h;r  de- 
cree, or  the  United  Siares  acquiesce  therein— 
Day,  in  less  than  eight  days  after' such  declara- 
tion Great  Britain  issued  ner  retaliating  orders 
of  the  7[h  January,  1807,  which,  contrary  to  the 
acknowledged  law  of  nations,  and  in  direct  vio- 
lation of -the  note  that  bad  been  officially  com- 
muoicated,  declared  as  good  prize  vessels  of  the 
United  Slatea  sailing  from  the  ports  of  one  bel- 
ligerent to  a  port  of  another  belligerent.  This 
was  spreading  a  net,  in  wbiqh  would  probably  be 
taken  a  great  pari  of  your  commeice  then  afioat 
upon  the  oceao. 

In  the  next  place,  a  Minister  Extraordinary, 
Mr.  Rose,  was  sent  to  this  country,  to  adjust  ex- 
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isiing  differences  between  the  two-  DBtiont ;  it 
was  anaouDced  thai  he  nas-  the  meMeoger  of 
peace  ;  this  was  alto  calculated,  lo  quiet  the  ap- 
preheDsiqoft  of  your  people,  to. tall  iaio  seourii; 
the  GOUDciU  of  your,  naiieu,  and  produce  an  im- 
pressiOQ  that  ootliiDg  hostile  or  uafiiendly  waf 
intended  b;  that  Govetnmeni.  He  gave  fon  og 
iDformaiioD  retpeoiiog  the  exiiteaoe  or  ioteaded. 
publication  of  any  orders  *ioIatiDg  your  i 
merce;  mark  the  rnulL  At  the  very  lime  he 
left  EogUnd,  those  Orders  iaCoiiacil  of  the  11th 
Norember,  1S07,  had  issaed,  and  atiother  ■cheme 
was  thereby  laid,  more  deep. and  much  more  e>' 
teosire  than  the  former,  to  sweep  the  whoLa  of 
yonr  cempieree  from.  ih.e  aeean,  aud  put  an  end 
at  once  to  all  rivalehip  of  British  trade  by  that  of 
America.  Can  the  object  of  thic  measttrq  be  mis- 
taken  or  misunderstood  1  Will  genllemen  close 
thtir  ey«s  against  the  strongest  proof?  This  Min- 
ister Eixtraordinary  did  not  meotioa  those  order? 
to  four  GoreromeQi ;  Jie  did  not  eveo.koow  of 
their  existence,  as.  was  pretended  ;  yet  they  had 
actually  issued  l^efore  he  left  that  country.  A 
fact  may  be  maniioned  here,  wiiich  I  have  re- 
ceived from  such  autbodty  as  iuduees  me  to  ^>e- 
lieve  it,  that  may  throw  some  light  oa  ibis  swb- 
ject,  and  *how  the  eflecU  it  was  there  expected 
the  measure  would  have.  BeU  were  offered  in 
Boglanl  immediately  afier  those  orders  lis ued, 
that  in  a  few  nwDtbs  the.  United  Stales  would 
Etot  possess  one  hundred  uerchajil  VeMcls;  bo 
confident  they  wera- that  their,  i^d  wsa to  well, 
laid,  thal.tbey  would  sweep-from  the  ocean  the 
whole  commerce  of  th^  Uaited  Slates  I  And  U 
was  not  so  important  to  Great  Britain,  whether 
this  was  effected  by  heraelf  or  by  Fraace.  so  as 
it  was  done.  Her  great,  object  wSs  to  deslroy 
your  commercial  importance  j  if  sb«  effected  that-, 
she  gained  .the  great,  point-  ^he  liad  in  view. 
Again,  it  so  happened,  loat  in  some  parts  of  ihis 
GOUalTy  tbere  was  a>  great  outcry  ujade  against 
the  embargo ;  misrepresen  tat  ions  were  numerous, 
aad  industtiouity  circulated,  (priQcipalty  by  the 
enemies  of  this  country  and  the  friends  of  Sog- 
land,)  and  its  pressure  on  ihe  people  was  exag- 
gerated, and  its  evils  highly  colored,  beyond  ^1 
reafon,  and  -Without  the  leaat  regard  to  tritiU 
These  misrepresentations  and  false  coloring  of 
facts  reached  Bogland,  aod  there  probably. gained 
some  credit.  That  GoTernment  was  induced  lo 
believe  tbat  wt^en  Concress  met.  ihey  must  and 
would  remove  the  embargo.  The  session,  had 
hardly  opened,  the  members  had  -scarcely  taken 
their  se«ts,  when  ibis  great  Leviathan  of  the 
ocean,  hungry  for  Ihe  prey,  of  which  she  had 
been  4leprived  by  the  embargo,  again  opened  her 
avaricious  jaws  to  engulf  your  defenceless  com- 
merce the  moment  it  floated  upon  (he  seas.  But 
uaforlnnately  for  her,  ((hough  fortunately '  for 
your  own  merchants,)  she  was  again  disappoint- 
ed. She  bad  declared  ihe  French  West  India 
i^ilands  in  a  state  of  blockade  about  the  lime  the 
ses*ion  commeirced,  in  order  to  be  prepared,  in 
case  the  embargo  was  removed,  to  seize  nod  de- 
stroy ynar  trade  whenever  it  was  commilteiT  to 
the  ocean  ;  and  had  your  embargo  been  taken  off, 


every  ship  Vhieb  would  have  left  this  country 
wourd,  undoubtedly.'  under'  one  pretext  or  other, 
have  lallen  a  prey  to  British  cruisers.  These  are 
three  honorable  jnMances  of  British  consistency, 
friendship,  and  candor.  I  have  thonght  proper 
to.  notice  them  to  the  House,  to  Show  that  we 
have'  nothing  to  hope  from  the  friendship  of 
Great  Britain,  who  has  now  the  entire  command 
of  the  seas.  That,  sa  far  from  havihg  any  dispo- 
sition lo  favor-  us,  she  has  deliberately  laid  one 
plan  after  another  to  seize  your  vessels  and  de- 
stroy your  trade ;  bo  that  if  your  oommerce  bad 
been  permitted  to  ga  out,  it  would  most  undoubt- 
edly nave  been  annihilated.  Further,  sir,  expe- 
rience'has  proved  (hat  almost  the  whole  of  the 
vessels  that  went  out  about  that  lime,  and  ehorllr 
before,  have  either  been  seized  and  condemned, 
or  made  to-  pay  iributa  -by  Great  Britain,  or  se- 
questvred,  or  condemned  by  France.  If  your 
trade  had  generally  gone  oat,  it  must,  therefor^ 
all  have  shared  the  same  fate.  And  yet,  sir,  you 
are  told  that,  by  laying  the  embargo,  and  saving 
your  commerce  from  certain  destfuBlioT),  you 
have  brought  this  country  to  tiie  verge  of  ruin. 

.From  this  view  of  the  subject  J  feel  myself  au- 
thorized to  say,  that  the  embargo  when  it  was 
laid,  was  not  only  a  wise  and  proper,  but  also  a 
fortunate-  npeasure.  This  has  -been  'proved  br 
events  which  a^erwards  took  place,  that  could 
not  have  been  foreseen^  in  their  full  extent,  or  in 
all  Ihepointsof  view -in  which  they  afterwards 
presented  themselves.  The  result  has  shown  il 
to  liave  been  more  imporlnnt,  as  well  as  mora 
fortunate,  than  it  could  fairly  have  been  estimated 
e  rime  it  was  imposed.  How  long  it  may  be 
proper  to  persevere  in  the  embargo,  in  preference 
to  war,  is  a  qtiestion  of  quite  a  different  nature;  a 
question  whiclv  I  do  not  iolend  at  this  time  to  in- 
vestigate. But,  sir,  if  gentlemen  consider  the  em- 
bargo,aided  by  an  on- intercourse  lawas  proposed, 
inefficient  and  loo  weak  a  ipeasure,  the  commit- 
tee, whose  report  is  now  under  consideration,  ha* 
)resented  lo  the  House  another  alternative — war. 
f  gentlemen  prefer  this  course,  and  are  willing 
o  adopt  it,  let  them  come  forward  aqd  say  so; 
ve  have  not  said  that  we  will  not  join  ihemm  it; 
ve.bave  not  said  that  we  will  not  go  every  length 
o  viodicBie  the  injured  rights  of  our  country. 
Let  the  geatlen\,ea  therefore  declare  to  the  nalioB 
tbc  ground  they  are  willing  to  take  to  resist  ag- 
gressions. 
I  propose  lo  show  that  the  embargo,  when  laid, 
IB  not  submiwioa  to  rhose  Powers,(as  has  been 
serted  and  often  repented  ;)  that  it  was  taking  a 
firm  and  dignified  gronnd  ia  opposition  to  their  ag- 
gressions and  in  vindication  of  our  rights- 
Nothing  could  give  tbe  least  appearance  of 
plausibility  lo  ihe  assertion,  that  the  embargo  waa 
submission,  but  the  situation  in  whieh  we  were 
placed,  in  regard  to  tbe  two  great  belligerent 
Powers,  who  were  at  war  witb  each  other,  ren- 
dering jt  necessary  that  we  should  resist  both  at 
at  tbe  same  lima.  When  the  measure  is  consid- 
ered, as  Jt  eetiainly  ought  to  be,  as  applied  to 
each  of  them  separately  and  distinctly;  and  u 
if  adopted  tod  operating  Srsi  tgtinst  one  alon«r 
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Dce  of  ils  conduct  towards  us,  and 
1  the  other  in  like  manner;  ill  Irae 
cbaracier  will  be  maoirested,  and  oa  doubl  can 
exist  oa  the  subject.  First,  then,  ns  it  jegardii 
FtancF;  hf  her  decrees  she  de<rtare9,  yoD  shall 
not  trade  to  Great  Britain  or  any  of  her  depen- 
dencies. To  resist  this  aggression  on  dur  rights. 
■we  say  to  France,  "  you  have  vio}ated  oar  iBtrful 
commerce,  we  will  ihereforeshut  up  our  porta  as 
to  yOuii  If  you  do  nal  permit  us  to  .trade  with 
Other  nations  on  fair  terms,  we  will  not  trade 
vitb  you  at  all;  we  will  kepp  olir  oomnierce  at 
hoRie,  end  sbnw  you  and  the  world,  that  we  can 
do  belter  without  your  manufictures,  than  you 
can  mibsJH  withoiK  our  produce,  bo  essential  to 
jour  support."  Surely^  sir.  ibis  cannot  be  called 
submission  to  Prance — and  allhoagh  not  a  hos- 
tile measure,  it  is  a  meHure  of  firm  and  decided 
resistance.  In  the  first  ptace  you  save  youi  own 
Irade  from  threatened  destrnctian,  you  deprive 
her  of  supplies,  and  the  advantages  she  derived 
from  your  commerce;,  and  next  you  ray  to  ber, 
''alihongb  we  have  not  as  large  a  navy,  or  is  n^ny 
soldiers  to  fight  as  you  have,  yet  we  will  be  in- 
dependent; we  will  remain  within  our  Own  lim- 
its, live  on  our  own  productions,  and  protect  oar 
OWD  soil ;  we  will  not  holJ  itiiercoarsc  with  you 
OD  your  own  terms',  nor  submit  Co  go  to  those 
ports  only  wbich  you  point  out,  and  to  no  others.^' 
Oo  the  other  hand,  apply.tbe  measure  to  Great 
Britain.  ShC)  by  ber  Orders  in  CouDcii,  tiai  de- 
elared  ''you  shall  not  trade  with  France  or  with 
any  of  her  deprndeDciea."  that  is,  "  you  shall  not 
fail  to  a  (inaile  port  on  tne  Continent  of  Burope, 
(except  perhaps  those  of  Sweden,)  if  you  do,  my 
oruisers  are  authorized  to  seize  you  and  carry  yon 
into  my  ports,  where  you  ehill  either  be  condem- 
ned, or  made  to  pay  a  tribute,  a  heavy  tax  for  li- 
cense to  go,  where  you  wilt  post  andoubtedly 
becoudemned  for  having  such  lieenae."  To  this 
outrageous  aggression  on  tbeir  beat  rights,  the 
United  State*  nave  said — in  the  first  place,  "  wr 
will  cut  off  oQr  export  trade  from  you  altogether 
if  you  do  not  suffer  us  to  trade  with  other  natioDs 
on  fair  lerma,  ve  will  not  trade  with  you  at  all. 
We  know  we  have  nola  navy  to  protect  our  com- 
merce against  your  thousand  ships  of  war,  upnr 
the  ocean ;  we  will  therefore  withdraw  oar  com- 
merce from  thitelemeot,atid  retain  it  within  oui 
own  limits;  you  shall  not  receive  supplies  from 
us,  or  be  furnished  with  our  produce.  We  will,' 
IB  the  next  plaoe,eut  off  all  intercourse  with  you, 
DDtil  yon  agree  to  do  us  justice;  you  will  ,feel 
much  more  sensibly  the  loss  of  our  trade,  than 
we  shall  the  lora  of  your  custom."  Thisiir,i. 
submission.  It  is  a  firm  and  manly  resist 
ibough  not  of  a  hostile  nature,  and  the  only  mea- 
sure that  could  at  the  time  have  been  adopted 
consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  na- 
tion.- We  do  not  pretend  to  have  as  itaany  ships 
of  war  as  .Great  Britain,  to  protect  onrcommerci 
OB  the  ocean;  we  do  not  wish  to  have  Ibem 
such  an  establishment  would  be  io con. "i stent  will 
the  genias  of  our  Government;  but'We  do  know 
that  oar  produce,  being  the  necessaries  of  life,  is 
much  more  imporiani  to  her  than  her  gaady  fa- 


brics are  to  us ;  that  the  balance  of  her  trade  with 

nearly  twepty  millions  annually  in  her  favor; 

we  receive  of  her  mdnufaciures  aaunally, 

about  twelve  miUions  sterling,  nearly  equal  to 

sixty  millions  of  dollars,  being  about  ane-third  of 

her  whole  exports ;  end  knowing  thfse  facts,  we 

must  know,  that  by  a  suHieasion.oT  our  eommerea 

with  her,  she  must  be  a  loner  in  proportion  to  the 

advantages  she  usually  d^ivedfrom  it.    We  have 

aright  fairly  to  conclude  that  a   nation  will  do 

what  is  best  for  ber  own  interest,  and  what  will 

lost  promotethe  benefit  of  her  peopk.     If  Great 

ritain  is  blind  to.  and  regardless  of  the  best  in- 

rests  of  her  people,  it  is  oo  proof  "ibat  our  mea- 

jresarenotcorrect,or  that  they  were  not  the  heat 

(or  this  country  that  could  at  the  time  hare  been 

idopted. 

It  is  however  said,  air,  that  this  measare  it  an 
abandonment  of  commerce.  I  da  not  profen  to 
have  any  pmciieal  knowledge  in  commercial  mat- 
ters, bat  I  apprehend  it 'will  not  be  dilBeali  tosbow, 
without  much  of  such  knowledge,  that  this  as- 
sertion islotally  fallaciousand-unfouaded.  That, 
OD  the  contrary,  the  measures  pursued  by  Govern- 
ment hare  been  takep  in  support  of  the  eommer- 
eial  rights  ef  this  country,  and  are  persevered  in 
to 'maintain  the,  same  unimpaired.  What  occa- 
sioned the  passage  of  the  non-imporlatton  act? 
The  numerous  petition*  of  your  merchants,  com- 
plaining of  aggressions  committed  on-  your  trade 
by  Great  Britain,  and  violations  of  yonr  neutral 
rights  on  the  ocean.  Theyalone  complaroed  in 
this  case — and.  they  were  .principiiiy  interestej. 
The  Qovernmeol  attended  to  their  complaints— 
a  stand  was  made  in  favor  of  eommeiee — a  step 
was  takes  to  maintain  and  vindicate  the  meroan- 
tile  interast  of  the  natron.  The  measure  taken 
pledged  the  Government  at  once  to  support  those 
commercial  ftnd  neutral  rights  which  we  efaimej 
as  an  independent  nation.  Was  this  abandoniof 
eommercel  It  was  not,  sir.  Again,  who  were 
likely  to  sMffer  mOst  by  the  orders  i^  Great  Bril- 
ain  and  the  decrees  of  Franeel  Certainly  (he 
rtwrchantii,  whose  property  was  exposed  to  roio, 
almost  inevitable.  It  is  true  theother  classes  of  ao- 
eiety  wsuld  feel  the  effects  of  those  foreign  ag- 
gressions sensibly :  hot  it  would  only  be  tfaroogn 
the  merefaanis,  who  Would  suffer  first  and  most 
materially.  This  produced  the  embargo,  h)  order 
to  save  tlie property  of  yonrmerehant*,  and  main- 
tain unimpaired  the  commercial  rights  of  the 
coutiiry.  In  this  inalan«e  the  nation  gsTeanother 
pledge  not  to  suffer  those  rights  to  be  encroach- 
ed upon.and  ha/arded  all  the  consequences  of 
throwing  back  as  it  were  on  the  hands  of  the  fir> 
mers  theic  produce,  to  remain  dormant,  or  be  sold 
for  very  low  prices — of  having  the  source*  frtwn 
which  (heir  revenue  was  chiefly  derived,  in  a 
great  degree  dried  up,  rather  than  see  ihono  right* 
trampled  upon  and  the  vital  principles  of  the  mer- 
cantile interest  openly  violated;  and  yet  we  are 
lold  that  in  alt  this  we  are  ahandonint  commerce. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  to  believe,  that  geotlemrB 
who  have  aay  tolerable  knowledge  of  the  substan- 
tial and  real  interests  of  commerce  in  a  natioDal 
point  of  view,  can  be  sarloni  in  making  those  »• 
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tertjou* — or,  if  they  sre,  they  mutl  be  blindeil  by 
pK^adic?  or  deluded  by  mialftken  views  of  the 
(Object.  What  would  be  ihecoosequeDces  of  pur- 
Ming  yoor  trade  under  tbe  restriations  imposed 
npoo  It  by  foreign  Powers'?  It  would  be  bc- 
kaowledging  (be  right  those  Powers  bad  to  regu- 
Ute  and  circumscribe  your  commerce  at  pleasure 
— to  cut  il  op  br  piece-meal,  until  you  were  strip- 
ped of  the  whole  of  il,  I  say,  sir,  this  would  be 
abaadoolitg  commerce,  aod  they  mual  be  totally 
igDorant  of  the  great  priociples  of  Dalioaal  com- 
merce, or  iaimical  to  them,  who  wish  to  pursue 
Ihiteourte.  Yet,  lii,  it  is  tbecourae  iaiinled  upou 
by  those  who  preteod  to  be  theadrocaiei  of  com- 
meree.  They  say,  ahhough  Great  Britain  hat 
cat  off  your  trade  with  Freoce  and  the  Cootiaeni, 
ud  Frsace  has  interdicted  your  trade  to  Qreat 
Britain,  there  is  still  some  trade  left,  which  you 
might  enjoy.  Thit  would  be  submitting  to  the 
rigoi  which  QrekC  Britain  aod  France  claim,  to 
fix  ihe  precise  places  to  which  we  shall  be  permit- 
led  to  go.  Tonagreenottogo  to  France  becaose 
Qreat  Britain  has  so  reaoirea.  You  do  not  go  to 
Great  Britain  because  FraDc«  has  so  directed — 
bat  you  go  to  some  of  ihe  islands  because  both 
have  permitted  it.  This  would 'be  submission  to 
both  those  Powers,  and  that  of  the  meanest  kind; 
and  itwouU  also  be  surrendering  at  otice  the  vital 
principles  ol  the  great  commercial  interests  of 


this  < 


meal,  as  ibe  betligereQla  ohoose  aliernalely  to 
terdict  it,  will  it  not  soon  be  wholly  destroyed  1 
For  tbey  have  as  good  a  right  to  cut  off  our  trade 
with  the  whole  world,  as  with  that  part  of  it 
from  which  they  have  already  interdicted  it. 
There  can  be  no  difference.  The  Government 
of  this  coonlr^  ha«  considered  oar  commercial 
rigbEs  as  forming  onr  whole  or  aggregate  sys- 
tem, which,  as  ■  free  nation,  we  bail  a  right  to 
enjoy;  and  have  determiaed  not  to  surrender  any 
part  of  these  fights.— aot  to  suffer  any  eocroacb- 
ments  opoo  ihem,  to  rally  round  and  maiouin 
then  unimpaired,  to  enjoy  the  whole  as  a  free 
people,  or  not  enjoy  them  at  all.  For  then  is  no 
ground  u^o  which  you  could  surrender  any  part 
of  those  rights  thai  would  not  equally  justify  the 
soirendei  of  the  whole.  In  this  view  I  onder- 
■tand  this  subject;  and  those  who  oppose  the 
preseal  meatore,  must  be  considered  as  willing 
to  surreodei  a  pof  tion  of  those  rights — to  submit 
to  foreign  aggressions — in  order  io  be  permitted  to 
porsoe  the  scanty  trade  that  may  be  left  ihem«t 
the  pleasure  of  those  Powers.  This  ought  to  be 
known.  The  people  should  he  informed  ibai  in 
this  way  a  portion  of  ibtir  best  rights  is  pro- 
posed to  be  surrendered,  aod  probably  forever 
abandoned.  I  am  not, sir,  for  giving  up  any  por- 
tion of  our  rights — I  am  not  for  abandoning  com- 
merce— I  consider  the  measures  we  have  adopted 
a  stand  made  in  support  of  commerce,  I  am  not 
for  retraciog  oar  steps;  if  we  must  move,  I  am 
for  advancing.  So  far  as  commerce  is  consisi- 
eol  iriih  the  gredl  interests  of  agriculture,  so  far 
I  aiD  willing  to  go  in  support  ofit;  but  when  it 
is  aitempieJ  to  oppress  or  sacrifice  the  agiiculio- 
10th  COH.  8d  Suss.— S4 


ral  interest  of  the  whole  country,  in  order  to  ex- 
tend commerce  beyond  its  natural  bonodi,  or 
when  (hose  two  interests  come  in  collision,  the 
one  with  the  other,  I  shall  consider  il  my  dutv 
to  support  the  interests  of  agriculture  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  of  commerce.  It  may  be  proper  here 
la  Tem^,rk,  that  there  is  ooL  the  sliglilesl  pretext 
for^  the  allegation  that  we  are  about  to  pursue  a 
ChlaCse  policy,  or  that  the  embargo  is  to  be  per- 
petual. These  are  the  mere  chimeras  of  a  fever- 
ish imagtoaiioD,  or  tbe  alarra-cties  of  those  whose 
constant  endeavor  has  been  to  misrepresent  in  or- 
der to  mislead  the  public  mind.  The  commitlee 
have  presented  to  the  House  two  alternalives,  the 
one  is  a  coniiauation  of  the  suspension  of  com- 
merce for  a  season,  the  other  is  war.  If  (be  lima 
has  not  yet  arrivnl  to  resort  to  Ihe  last  alterm- 
live  to  obtain  justice,  persevere  for  a  lime  in  the 
embargoj  but  if  you  da,  strengthen  its  lies,  and 
execute  its  provisions,  and  do  not  permit  a  few  of 
the  most  corrupt  and  degenerate  individuals  in 
society  to  enricD  themselves  at  ibe  expense  not 
only  of  the  honest  pari  of  ihe  community,  hut  of 
the  dearest  and  best  rights  of  the  nation, 

I  come  now  to  show  in  the  third  place,  that 
any  other  course  which  could  have  been  pursued 
when  tbe  embargo  was  laid,  wonld  be  war  or 
submission.  If  yoa  attempted,  to  trade  to  those 
places  from  which  you  were  prohihited  by  the 
edicts  of  the  belligeredts,  you  came  in  direct  col- 
lision with  them  ;  your  vessels  were  of  course 
captured  and  condemned,  and  this  must  produce 
war.  IC  you  traded  to  those  places  only  to  which 
you  were  permitted  to  go  by  those  Mici):,  (the 
only  remaining  course  iTiat  could  be  pursued,)  it 
wa*  submission  to  both  those  Powers.  Many  of 
the  remarks  already  made  in  showing  that  the 
embargo  was  not  sobmissioo,  are  applicable  to 
this  point,  and  sufficienily  support  il ;  a  few  ad- 
ditional observations  only  will  be  made.  Sup- 
pose you  were  to  pursue  such  trade  as  was  left 
unrestricted  by  those  edicts,  what  would  be  its 
exibnt,  and  what  its  character '?  You  were  totally 
excluded  from  Burope,  as  already  shown,  except 
thai  you  migti  possibly  carry  your  own  produce, 
but  that  of  no  other  country,  to  Sweden,  amount- 
ing as  already  slated  only  to  about  fifiy-sii  thou- 
sand dollars,  aod  this  very  doubtful.  Bui  sup- 
pose yon  were  suffered  to  go  there  unmolested, 
whel  would,  what  ought  the  world  lo  say  of  your 
conduct?  That  you  were  the  submissive,  humble 
slave  af  Ctreat  Britain  aod  France;  thai  you 
oheye.d  their  edicts,  and  submitted  to  trade  to  (he 
precise  country  to  which  (he;  pei'milted  you,  and 
surrendered  up  all  ihe  rest  of  your  commerce  at 
their  pleasure.  Each  of  those  Powers  may,  with  , 
equal  jusiice,  prevent  you  from  exercising  any 
olher  of  your  rigbls  appertaining  to  a  free  people, 
as  lo  say,  ihal  you  shall  not  trade  with  certain 
ports  or  places  not  under  iis  control.  In  going 
to  ihai  precise  place  to  which  tbi^y  permit  you, 
aod  to  no  other,  you  submit  to  both,  and  you  ac- 
knowledge their  right  to  give  you  laws.  Yet  this 
is  ihe  only  course  proposed  lo  be  pursued  by  iboae 
gentlemen,  and  it  would  reduce  the  naiion  to  a 
state  of  foreign  vassalage.    Qentlemen  have  said 
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that  the  West  ladia  islands  are  not  Eaclnded  in 
tbose  eJicts,  and  that  you  migbt  carry  on  a  com- 
merce with  them.  This  trade,  sir.  falls  under  ail 
the  objectious  just  staled,  and  would  be  pursuing 
as  humble  a  cuuTse  as  tradine  to  Sweden  alone. 
But  what  is  the  situation  of  this  trade  to  the 
islands  1  Great  Britain  does  not  permit  anf  reg- 
alar  trade  with  her  West  India  colonies;  you  are 
neyer  suffered  to  go  there,  except  when  she  is 
forced  by  necessity,  by  scarcity,  to  open  her  ports 
for  your  produce,  and  then  it  is  undersuch  resiric- 
tious  that  her  own  merchants  deriye  the  irreater 
part  of  the  beoefits  from  the  trade.  The  British 
orders,  accordioe  to  their  general  tenor,  include 
the  other  West  India  islands,  but  His  Maje:ty,as 
K  matter  of  fayor,  is  graciously  pleased  to  per- 
mit yoa  for  the  present  to  carry  on  your  trade 
with  them.  This  is  announced  officially  to  yaat 
Government  hy  Mr.  Erskioe,  in  the  same  note 
by  which  he  communicated  those  orders.  There 
it  is  stated  expressly  that  His  Majesty  might 
justly  exclude  you  from  ail  the  colonies  of  France 
and  her  allies,  but  that  through  favor,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  mere  grace,  your  trade  to  ibem  was  left 
open.  He  would  not  press  loo  severely  on  youat 
ODce,  leit  the  spirit  of  the  nation  might  be  roused 
into  indignation,  aad  they  .should  determine  to 
avenge  at  once  thuse  aggressions  and  insults; 
(and  it  is  hoped  the  day  of  retribution  may  uoi 
be  far  distant.)  He  chose,  in  order  to  soften  the 
measure,  to  suffer  this  small  portion  of  your 
trade,  not  exceeding  seven  raiilioBS  of  dollars,  as 
shall  be  shotVD  hereafter,  to  be  carried  on^  but 
under  his  express  permission,  which  he  mifrht 
withdraw  ai  pleasure.  This  is  the  trade  which 
the  nation  has  been  told  might  siill  be  pursued  ; 
and  these  are  the  terms  on  which  it  would  be  en- 
joyed. Is  there,  sir,  a  soul  that  warms  an  Amer- 
ican breast  so  degraded  as  to  he  willing  to  accept 
of  such  s  boon  upon  suchcooditionsl  1  had  sup- 
posed there  was  notl  I  had  supposed  that  every 
American  would  recoil  wiih  indignation  from 
such  a  proposilion ;  but  in  this  I  was  miitahen, 
A  proposition  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Literhobe,)  during;  the  last  ses- 
■ion,  had  for  its  object  expressly  to  pursue  such 
part  of  your  commerce  as  Qreat  Britain  had  as- 
signed you,  by  her  orders,  and  no  more,  and  to 
relioquish  all  she  had^'prohibiied. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Key,)  iu  a 
long  speech,  recommended,  and  strongly  advo- 
cated the  same  mensure  in  subslaoce.  He  told 
you  your  fish  would  be  carried  to  one  market, 
and  your  produce  to  another,  to  a  considerable 
amount,  without  being  exposed  to  danger  from 
those  edicts;  and  how  did  this  appear?  Because 
Qreat  Britain  had  permitted  yon  to  go  to  i 
places,  he  would  therefote  carry  on  so  much  ( 
merce  as  she  was  pleased  to  permit,  and  by  which 
she  might  conceive  herself  likely  to  be  benefited, 
and  abandon  the  rest.  If  His  Majesty,  Geoi^ 
the  Third,  bad  an  advocate  on  this  floor,  whose, 
business  it  was  to  carry  iolo  effect  his  Orde 
Council,  he  could  have  proposed  no  measure 
more  enectual  for  that  purpose  than  this  would 
bare  been.    Noihiu^  could  more  completely  — 


}  those  orders,  than  confining  your  trade  to 
those  ports,  and  wilhia  the  precise  circle  which 
''  :  orders  prescribe.  It  is  acknowledging,  what 
told,  some  British  agents  and  advocate*  in 
this  country  avow,  that  Great  Britain  has  con- 
quered tbc  ocean,  aad  has  therefore  a  right  to 
regulate  cominerce  upon  it  as  she  pleases.  We 
have  been  told  somethmg  about  pursuing  a  Chi- 
policv;  but   I  venture   to  affirm  tuat  this 

la  be  tne  most  effectual  modelo  destroy  your 
foreign  commerce,  and  establish  this  kind  of  pol- 
icy;. If  you  ackno^vledge  the  supremacy  of  Great 
Britain,  the  right  she  has  to  limit,  circumscribe, 
and  regulate  your  commerce,  when,  and  how  she 
pleases,  you  at  once  sap  the  vital  principles  of 
foreign  commerce,  and  necessarily  lay  the  foun- 
dation for  a  Chinese  policy.  If,  to-day,  she  cati 
off  all  ypur  trade,  except  to  the  West  India 
islands,  in  a  few  days,  months,  or  years,  she  may 
on  the  same  principle  cut  you  off  from  them  also. 
This  might  probably  open  the  eyes  of  those  who 
are  most  deeply  interested  in  commerce;  and  I 
cannot  help  feeling  the  Wrongest  conTlctiDD,that 
if  the  merchaois  in  the  Eastern  States  saw  this 
subject  in  its  true  light,  they  would  be  amongst 
the  first  to  support  at  every  hazard  the  measures 
already  adopced  and  proposed.  They  aredeeply 
interested  in  preserving  unimpaired  foreign  eom- 
nierce  iu  its  full  extent.  In  the  bold  and  daring 
violations  of  it  by  those  orders  and  decrees,  they 
must  see  a  fatal  blow  aimed  at  its  vital  princi- 
ples; which,  if  submitted  to,  maybe  repeated, 
and  finally  complete  its  total  destruction.  They 
are  therefore  now  seiittusly  called  upon  to  de- 
termine whether,  in  order  to  avoid  this  catas- 
trophe, and  maintain  unimpaired  the  ereat  prin- 
ciples of  .national  commerce,  they  will  not  rally 
round  their  Government,  w no  hare  put  every- 
thing to  hazard  for  this  important  object,  and 
support  not  only  the  embargo  and  oon-intweourse, 
so  long  ai  the  same  ure  iliooght  proper  and  ne- 
cesaary,  but  also  war  with  all  its  calamities, 
should  that  be  the  result.  If  they  do  not  aet 
thus,  through  whatever  delusion  it  may  be,  they 
will  most  certainly  repent  whea  ihey  are  unde- 
ceived, for  they  must  and  will  be  convinced,  iu  a 
short  time,  that  the  real  objects  of  tbose  meas- 
ures, and  of  the  Government  in  adopting  ihem, 
were,  and  still  are,  the  protection  of  national 
commerce ;  and  that  the  effects  of  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  opposition  party  would  be  to  sap  iu 
very  foundations,  to  endanger  its  existence,  to 
surrender  the  fairest  portions  of  it  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  fritter  it  away  lo  a  mere  skeleton — a 
name  without  substance.  If  genilemea  interested 
in  commerce  will  persevere  in  this  coarse,  let 
them  beware  of,  and  be  prepared  to  abide  by,  the 
consequences. 

I  come  now  to  show,  as  I  proposed,  in  the 
fourth  place,  that  if  you  even  submitted  to  carry 
on  the  miserable  pittance  of  commerce  that  was 
lel^  you,  and  which  could  be  enjoyed  if  the  em- 
bargo had  not  been  laid,  it  would  only  amonnito 
a  tnerfe  trifle,  not  suSeieut  to  merit  any  serious 
notice,  and  conld  not  be  considered  as  any  com- 
pensation for  national  degradation  and  dishonor. 
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T«  were  shut  out  Trom  the  contineot  of  Butepe. 
I  will  not  memioa  again  your  trade  to  Streden  ; 
ihe  is  DOW  a  mere  speck  io  the  political  liotizoo, 
and  acarcelf  known  in  thri  political  world.  The 
coDditioDS  upon  which  you  would  obtain  permta- 
sion  to  trade  to  aojr  other  place  on  the  ConiioeDt, 
are  too  degrading  to  be  passed  io  review  here. 
I  will  not  go  through  the  odious  task,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exciliog  your  iudignation,  of  repeating 
the  iribatB  or  tax  imposed  on  your  oommeice, 
aod  CTen  on  your  own  produce  id  British  ports, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  license  to  carry  it  elaewHete ; 
I  wilt  not  rouse  iadi^aal  feelings,  by  telling  the 
people  of  this  country  that  they  may  send  their 
cotton  to  the  ContineDt,  by  carryio^f  it  first  to 
Oieat  Britain,  and  there  paying  a  duly  of  17  cCa.' 
per  lb.  on  it,  and  recEiTJog  a  licen$a,  as  a  badge 
of  vassalage  to  George  III^  which  would  certain- 
1t  procure  its  coodemnatioa  at  anyport  on  the 
Continent  to  which  it  could  go.  Nor  will  1  en- 
ter into  a  calculation  of  the  duty  tO'be  paid  on 
that  portion  of  your  produce  consumed  in  C^reat 
Britain,  after  it  is  forced  into  her  ports ;  neither 
shall  I  pursue  the  regulations  by  which  you  are 
compelled  to  lake  your  cotton  and  other  articles 
out  of  the  warehoases  for  the  purpose  of  home 
COttsumplioD  on  payment  of  dutieii,  unlesseiport- 
ed  within  Gfteeo  months  after  you  hare  been  com- 
pelled to  carry  them  there  by  their  cruiaers ;  and 
in  case  your  cotton  will  not  sell  for  a  sufEcient 
price  Io  pay  the  cbarges  and  duties,  you  are  gra- 
eionslf  permitted  to  burn  or  otherwise  destroy  it, 
in  order  to  avoid  paying  duties.  These  odious 
impositions  need  not  be  announced  to  the  Araeri- 
ean  people,  to  rouse  resentment  already  sufficient- 
ly excited ;  but  in  order  to  show  what  trade  you 
could  pursue,  subject  to  those  humiliating  resitie- 
lions  of  the  belligerents  already  mentioned,  I  have 
made  oat,  ibougn  with  sonje  rductaace,  as  I  do 
not  conceire  the  qaeition  before  yon  to  depend  on 
calenlations,  a  brief  statement  of  your  commerce 
wilt)  those  countries  and  places  to  which  you 
were  permitted  to  go.  This  statement,  taken 
from  official  documents,  will  present  the  House 
with  tbe  amount  of  trade  during  the  last  year, 
ending  the  30th  of  September  1807,  to  thi  respect' 
ire  coontriei  and  places  to  which  which  we  wer« 
permitted  to  go  by  the  orders  of  Great  Britain, 
and  were  not  presented  from  going  by  the  de- 
cree of  Fraooe. 
A  wtatetneU  of  the  countriet,  and  value  of  domeitie 

product  exporltd. 
Turkey,  Barbuy,  Africa,  Chins,  South 

•eaa,  and  Northweit  coast  of  America    -      $490,368 
Not  interdicted  by  France,  and  permit- 
ted by  Great  Britain : 
Spanish  coloniei    •        .        -        .        .      3,81' 
Prandi  colonies     -        .        .        .        .      3,041 
Dntcb  East  Indies 71 


If  we  diould  add  to  theaa  the.  coloniei 
of  Sweden  and  Portagal,  thongh  thej 
woold,  moot  probably,  [le  considered  m 
fobiect  to  thoM'edicts,  the  amount  would 


$6,424,373 


Theal 


It  will  be 


'   $7,467,373 


The  whole  trade,  therefore,  that  could  be  pnr- 
iQed  by  the  special  permission  of  Oreat  Britain, 
ind  not  interdioted  by  France,  when  the  embargo 
ves  laid,  would  be  less  than  seven  million  and  n 
halfof  dollars,  out  of  more  than  one  hundred  and 
igbt  and  one-third  millions,  the  amount  of  your 
oreign  trade  fur  the  same  year.  This,  sir,  is  a 
orrect  statement,  and  cannot  be  controverted  by 
any  authentic  documents ;  and  il  will  show  how 
falacious  the  statements  were,  which  a  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  "Key)  made  at  ijie  close  of 
'ast  SGGsion,  and  which  were  calculated  to  impose 
jn  the  public  mind.  I  know,  sir,  we  eiported  dUr- 
Dg  the'period  mentioned,  to  the  same  countries, 
foreign  produce  and  manufactures  to  the  amount 
of  about  sixteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars ; 
biscannofhe  included  in  the  commerce  we 
could  pursue  ;  because  we  could  not  procure  the 
articles  which  constituted  this  branch  of  our  ex- 
ports, being  prohibited  from  going  to  those  coun- 
tries where  Ihey  could  be  obtained.  It  is  proper 
here  also  to  remark,  that  your  imports  from  the 
:  countries  are  less  than  'your  exports,  which 
be  shown  from  the  most  correct  information 
he  subject.  But,  whatever  ihey  may  have 
been,  they  must  in  such  case  depend  entirely  on 
your  exports,  as  they  would  depend  on  the  means 
you  bad  to  pay  for  them.  We  could  not,  there- 
fore, export  from  those  countries  more  than  they 
received  from.  us.  because  we  wodid  not  possess 
neans  to  pay  for  such  overplus.  This  leaves 
..._  jsiimale  precisely  as  already  stated,  end  eon- 
fines  the  amouai  of  commerce  you  could  pursue 
to  the  turn  beforestaCed,  of  about  seven  and  a  half 
millions,  out  of  one  hundred  and  eight  and  one- 
tblrd  millions  of  dollarsj  the  amount  of  your  law- 
ful commerce.  And  this  paltry,  inconsiderable 
portion  of  yont  trade,  which  would  be  entirely 
confined  to  a  fen  particular  Stales  of  the  Union, 
you  are  seriously  called  upon  to  pursue,  at  the 
expense  of,  ao'd  to  accept  as  the  price  for,  national 
degradation  and  dishonor;  and  it  has  also  been 
used  as.  the  stalking-horse  to  divert  the  public 
mind  fwhich  would  always  decide  correctly,  if 
properly  informed)  from  the  real  situation  in 
which  their  commerce  was  placed  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  belligerent  Powers.  And  we  are  now 
told,  because,  we  did  not  sell  out  honor,  our  inde- 
pendence, our  biftb-righl.  for  this  petty  morsel  of 
(commercial)  bread,  we  nav^  brought  the  nation 
to  the  verge  of  ruin. 

But'sohie  geuileraen  have  said,  there  are  eoan- 
tries  which  nave  not  passed  any  orders  oi  decrees 
violaliog  your  lawful  commerce,  you  ought  10 
force  a  trade  with  them,  notwithstanding  yon 
are  prohibited  from  going  to  them  by  edicts  of 
the  belligerents.    This  ia  the  only  other  propo- 
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silion  suggMied  of  opening  ft  Irade,  Mnd,  at  first 
Tiev,  possesses  some  plausibility,  The  objections 
to  this  course,  however,  are  iDsarmoantable.  Ii 
it  not  pretended  such  trade  could  b«  pursued 
without  arming.  If  jrou  arm  your  merchant  ves- 
•eU,  wiih  auihoriiy  to  capture,  it  is  immediate 
war  with  (he  belligerenla.  -If  yon  arm  them  only 
for  defence,  you  expose  them  to  almost  certain 
desttuctioD,  without  the  chance  to  reimburie  the 
loM  by  retaliating  OD  their  enemies.  For  ihey 
would  not  generally  be  attacked  except  hy  Tea- 
■ela  of  superior,  force,  to  which  their  resisiance 
would  be  mefTeBtual—aiHl  they  would  not  be  au- 
thorized to  attack  in  their  turn,  and  by  way  of 
ntaliation.  Teasels  of  ioferioc  force.  This  would, 
therefore,  lead  directly  to  a  war  of  depredation 
OD  your  commerce,  in  which  it  would  b^  exposed 
to  ineritaUe  ruin,  aad  in  which  your  merchants 
would  certainly  have  ererytfaing  to  lose  and  no- 
thing (o  gain. 


But  suppose  you  n 
opposition  to  those 
amount  would  be  bo 
the  country  do  sensibl 
the  public  aiientioD, 

hazard  you  would  ii 


re  to  pursue  this  trade  in 
isuperable  objections,  its 
iconiiderible  as  to  aflurd 
relief;  it  would  not  claim 
ind  could  in  no  point  of 
any  compe^aiion  for  the 
r  of  a  ruinous  and  preda- 
tory war.  I  bare  made  another  brief  statement 
from  authentic  souroes,  to  show  the  value  of  this 
trade  to  the  respecttTe  countries,  that  had  not,  on 
the  22d  December,  1307,  passed  edicts  violaling 
our  commerce.  This  statement  relates  to  the  ex- 
ports of  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1807. 

DOMESTIC  PKOOTJCE. 

Couatritt.  SxportM- 

Russia        -        -        -        -        -        -  $78850 

Sweden 56.157 

Colonies  of  Sweden    -        -       -        -  410.509 

Portugal      -        -       -       -       -       -  829,313 

Colonies  of  Portugal  -        -        .       -  570,303 

Turkey  and  Barbary  -        -        -       -  12,878 

African  western  coast'        ■       .       ■  369,724 

China       .  - 74,0S2 

South  Sea  and  Northwest  coast  of 
America  ..... 


In  all 


14,162 
-  2,428  018 


These  are  all  the  connlries  which,  at  the  time 
the  embargo  was  laid,  had  not  passed  orders  or  de- 
crees violating  your  lawful  cDmmerce,*and  with 
which  yon  had  carried  on  any  trade.  Hamburg 
aadOermanyare  not  mentioned,  being  in  posses- 
sion of  Prance.  The  whole  amount  of  the  com- 
merce that  could  be  carried  on  with  iho!<eeoan- 
tTK*  therefore,  is  as  staled  lesx  than  two  millioni 
and  ahalfof  dollars.  For  it  must  be  confined  to  the 
exports  of  your  own  ptK)duce.  I  know  there  has 
been  exported  to  the  same  countries,  of  foreign 
produce, during  the  same  period,  about  £3,361,917. 
Bat  thts  amount  cannot  be. taken  into  the  calcu- 
lation, for  the  reason  Blready  giren  relative  to  the 
former  statement,  that  we  could  not  obtain  the 
foreign  goods  which  used  to  supptr  this  branch 
of  trade.    It  is  also  to  be  remarked  here  that  oar 


imports  would  be  govetoed  by  our  exports,  anl 
would  exceed  them  for  eaol  of  mean*  to  pay  for 
the  surplus.  But  some  -gentlemen  httve  lately 
said  you  can  now  go  on  the  same  terms  to  Spain 
and  her  colonies.  There  is  no  sufficient  gronad 
to  believe  that  the  porta  of  Spain  are  open  to  ui; 
GO  far  as  she  is  controlled  by  Franee,  ber  former 
decrees  are  still  in  force,  and  so  far  as  ihe  is  gov. 
erned  by  the  new  Order  that  has  lately  arisea 
there,  the  Juntas,  we  have  no  assurance  whatever 
from  tbem  on  the  subject;  and  what  is  still  more 
important,  our  vessels  sequestered  in  their  port* 
have  not  yet  been  released.  But  suppose  yea 
could  now  go  to  Spain  and  her  countries,  your 
exports  to  ihem  in  domestic  produce  are  short  at 
four  millions  of  dollars;  so  that  the  whole  trade 
you  could  pursue  even  at  this  time  on  the  most 
extended  plan  proposed,'  and  at  the  hazard  of 
fighting  the  navy  an^  ptivateen  of  Great  Briiaio, 
aswelfas  tho«e  of  France,  would  be  lesa  tbaik 
six  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  which  eei^ 
lainly  would  not,  even  if  we  were  to  be  guided  by 
mercenary  views — which  I  hope  will  never  con- 
trol the  councils  of  this  nation,  when  its  best  in- 
terests and  Tights  are  at  stake — be  any  adequate 
object  for  national  humility  aiKJ  diagrBce,or  even 
for  the  danger  to  which  you  would  expose  your 
commerce,  of  beeomiiig  a  sure  and  easy  prey  10 
the  cruisers  of  both  thoH  Powers. 

But  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend  what  precise 
object  gentlemen  have  in  view,  on  the  subject  of 
arming  for  defence.  No  specific  proposition  haa 
been  brought  forward  for  arming  your  merchant 
vessels,  tbat  designated  what  gentlemen  meant 
by  the  term,  or  what  authority  they  cootemptated 
giving  them.  To  send  out  your  cammerce  with- 
out arming,  would  be  submission  of  the  meanest 
and  most  humble  kind.  If  you  permit  them  to 
arm,  what  is  Ifae-conscqaence  f  If  they  are  aa- 
thorized  to  capture  vesseis  belonging  to  the  bellig- 
erents, this  is  war  at  once,  and  ought  to  be  under- 
stood ;  and  if  gentlemen  are  serious  in  the  deter- 
mination ID  go  to  war,  let  tbem  say  so,  and  we 
may  probably  join  them.  Bat  if  you  do  notao- 
thorize  your  merchantmen  to  capture,  you  aead 
out  your  commerce  to  beoome  a  prey  (»  both 
Qreat  Britain  and  France,  yeu  expose  your  mer- 
chants to  be  plusdered  without.a  cfaance  to  retail 
iate.  This  would  result  in  the  deatruction  of 
your  commerce,  nnd  would  be  almost  aa  degtad- 
inf  to  the  nation  as  unconditional  submission. 

I  have  presented  those  statements  which  I  have 
made,  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  commerce 
that  could  be  enjoyed  according  10  any  plan  sug- 
gested, and  the  probable  result  of  pursuing  any 
such  commerce,  not  so  much  with  the  expectation 
of  being  able  to  give  the  House  much  new  iofot- 
matjon,  as  with  the  view  to  correct  mbrepresenl- 
ations  which  have  been  made  on  this  floor,  aad 
have  gone  abroad  on  this  subject.  1  shall  com- 
press the  additional  remarks  I  bave  to  make 
within  as  narrow  a  com  paw  as  maybe'  ia  ny 
power.  It  was  observed  in  regard  to  tb«  era- 
bargo,  that  it  has  been  approved  of  by  Frances 
and  not  complained  of  by  Great  Britain.  This 
is  a  queitien  which  I  feel  do  disposition  to  exam- 
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ioe  ia.lhi*  place.  Wfaelber  tbla  Bsserlitio  be 
teel  or  not,  I  sliauld  presume  could  Dot  nffeel  Ike 
deciiioa  of  ilu  quesiioD  before  you.  If  it  be 
net,  bowevet.  if  those  Pow?rs  an  uiis&eti  wiih 
ibe  embkTgo,  it  praVes  beyond  a  doubt  ihal  Ihoae 
who  anoouDced  it  as  a  war  measure  Itst  yeai 
were  totally  mialaken,  and  ibat  all  ibeir  objcc- 
tioni  to  it  on  that  sround  (and  that  wai  ibe  piia- 
«ipal  ground  on  wnicb  it  wa«  iben  opposed)  were 
afiogeiber  uorounded ;  tfali  it  would  leem  mlfibl 
jjlcDce  ibem  on  this  subject.  But  it  may  be  pro- 
pet  to  observe  ibai  those  Powers  have  no  right  tO' 
objeel  to  it,  howrrer  hard  it  may  press  upon  ibem. 
Il  IS  a  municipal  regnlaiian,  a  measure  we  hare 
an  tindonbied  right  to  tdoai,  without  being  con- 
■ideied Just  cause  of  complaint  to  any  foreign  na- 
lioD.  Qut,  sir,  lo  far  ai  regards  ibe  fact  as  ttated, 
I  am  Dot  disposed  lo  beliere  il ;  there  is  no  sub- 
Btntial  proof  to  snpport  il.  The  best  iaformation 
•hows  the  embargo  has  made  i  very  serious  iiu- 
prnaion  on  the  people  of  Qreat  Brilain,  aad  has 
Lad  a  powerful  effect  tbere,  though  it  may  ni  ' 
haTe  prodaced  ifae  desired  reauiL  Facts  speak 
•troDger  language  than  anytfaiDg  in  official  letters 
from  Secretaries,  or  announced  iii  newapapers. 
Tbe  inrarreetJDns  of  the  slarring'  meebaoics,  the 
kigb  piice  of  proTisiona,  tbe  alarms  ihrough- 
ont  that  whole  country  on  account  rf  appre- 
hended famine,  are  strong  proofs  of  tbe  operation 
of  tbe  embargo.  But  if  it  did  not  produce  the 
cffeeia  in  Ibat  country  which  might  bare  been 
expected,  we  cannot  be  responsible  fur  that.  We 
are  not  aceouDtable  for  the  conduct  ot  foreign 
nations;  and  thecircnmstance  of  their  not  feeling 
ameaxure  as  strongly  as  might  have  been  expect- 
ed,  is  DO  lufficienl  reason  Wb^  We  should  not  per- 
BCTere  in  it,  if  it  ia  a  wise  and  proper  measare, 
prodncliTe  of  good  effects  at  home.  It  has  cer- 
tainly aa  Ted  onr  properly,  and  hitherto  kept  as 
free  from  the  calamities  of  war.  If  it  has  not, 
bowcver,  produced  all  the  good  effects  that  were 
expected,  tbere  are  many  airone  reason*  which 
caa  be  assigned  for  it,  that  could  not  batebeen 
forcseea  and  were  not  within  the  coairol  of  those 
who  {>Bs>ed  it;  among  iheie  may  be  mentioned 
(he  numerous  eTBsions  of.it  in  certain  parts  of 
the  Unian,  which  were  shamefully  .counten- 
anced by  many  whooe  standing  in  society  gave 
Juat  grounds  to  expect  from  them  a. different 
line  of  conduct.  By  Xheat  means  the  measure 
waa  deprived  of  much  of  its  coercive  efficaey; 
many  of  the  most  corrupt  and  profligate  charac- 
ters enriched  themselves  at  the  expense  of  the 
boneat  part  of  society,  and  at  the  same  lime  to 
ihe  great  benefit  of  the  enemiea  of  their  country. 
Id  >«ying  Ibis  I  do  not  mean  to  apply  the  remark 
to  any  general  section  of  tbe  country^  bat  to  the 
individuals  concerned  in  the  viotaiions  of  tbe 
law,  and  those  who  eneounged  or  countenanced 
tbem ;  their  conduct  will  stain  their  characters 
and  names  wiib  reproach  for  ages  lo  come.  It  is 
a  kind  of  treason  against  the  State,  of  the  most 
insicNons  and  dangerous  kind;  tike  murder  pro- 
duced by  poison-j  it  corrodes  the  vitals  of  ibe  body 
politic  ia  89  secret  a  taauaer  that  the  perjwtratoi 
■OK  generaJly  avadea  the  pnaishment  his  crime 


so  jiwlly  desetvee.  Such  characters,  and  those 
who  countenance  tbem,  ought  to  be  detected  if 
possible,  and  severely  punished  ;  they  onght  to 
be  marked  as  enemies  to  their  country  ;  in  parti- 
ticular  tbey  ought  to  be  distinguished  as  enemiea 
to  the  commercial  interestof  t^e  nation )  having, 
at  the  expense  of  the  honest  merchant,  aided  ihoM 
who  have  endeavored  to  extinguish  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  your  commerce.  Tbey  have  robbed  their 
own  conntry  to  befriend  and  support  its  enemiea : 
and  so  in  effect  do  all  those  who  at  this  awfiil 
crisis  oppose  and  revile  ibeir  own  Government 
and  justify  or  excuse  the  aggressions  of  foreign 
Powers.  But  let  tbeitt  remember  the  day  of  retri- 
bution is  probably  near  at  band,  when  ibey  may 
have  lo  account  tor'  their  conduct  in  a  summarf 
way  ;  when  they  must  determine  to  which  side 
they  belong,  to  America  or  Qreat  Britain  ;  when 
they  must  take  their  ptand  in  the  ranks  of  their 
own  conntry  or  declare  for  its  enemies.  The  time 
must  soon  arrive  when  this  distinction  will  be 
made,  and  then,  I  trnst,  it  will  appear  who  are 
the  real  friends  of  their  country,  and  who  ate 
rotten-hearted  foreign  era. 

Other  circumstances  contributed,  nodoabi,TerT 
much  to  prevent  the  embargo  from  producing 
that  effect  on  foreign  nations  which  might  have 
been  eipectad ;  of  these  may  be  noticeiT  the  na- 
meroas  misrepresentations  that  were  indtistri- 
ously  disseminated  abroad  in  regard  both  to  tbe 
prcsEure  of  it  on  the  people  here,  and  to  iheir  dis- 
position lo  aubmit  to  and  support  tbe  measure, 
tu  pressure  was  exaggerated,  and  painted  in  the 
most  extravagant  colors,  without  regard  to  truth ; 
the  spiiii  of  the  people  was  misrepresented,  aa 
being  in  general  hostile  to  tbe  law,  and  disposed 
to  resist  it*  execution ;  when,  in  fact,  tbe  discon- 
tents were  confined  to  a  very  small  section  of  the  . 
Union,  and  excited  tbere  by  the  leaders  of  a  small 
faction,  many  of  whom  are  evidently  the  agent* 
or  warmest  frienda  of  Qreat  Britaio,  and  all  of 
whom  are  the  bitter  enemies  of  their  own  Oot- 
ernmeni,  and  have  for  years  opposed  every  meas- 
ure GHlculaied  to  promote  the  interest  of  thia 
country.  Your  public  prints  teemed  with  false- 
bonds,  and  misaiatemenis  on  this  subject;  instit- 
reclions  were  aononnced  in  some  quarters  of  the 
Union  as  likely  to  take  place,  and  dreadful  dis- 
tress staled  to  prevail  everywhere.  These  gronnd- 
less  misrepresentalioDs,  circulated  for  party  pnr- 
poses  alone,  went  abroad,  and  had,  no  doubt, con- 
siderable influence  on  tbe  conduct  of  foretgti 
nations ;  tbey  gave  credit  to  them,  and  were  in- 
duced to  believe  that  Ihe  people  of  this  country 
would  not  endiire  a  continuance  of  tbe  embaigo; 
that  they  would  soon  force  the  Government  to 
repeal  it  Those  Powers,  encouraged  by  such 
publications,  determined,  notwiths landing  they 
were  sorely  pressed  by  the  embargo,  to  persevere 
in  their  aggressions,  under  Ihe  hope  Ibat  we  wonld 
not  long  continue  this  measure,  and  that  we 
would  ultimately  submit  to  their  terms.  To  thia 
shameful  conduct  of  a  portion  of  your  own  peo- 
ple, sir,  this  country  owes,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
continuance  of  its  present  difficulties,  and  tbe 
inefieaoy  of  the  tftoba^o.     Tbe  great  ontery 
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made  with  regard  to  the  distrets  aod  pressure  pro- 
'duced  by  this  meisnre  at  home,  is  in  a  KoDsidera- 
ble  degree  unfoaaded  ;  your  people  do  not  luffer 
in  SDV  part  f^f  'tie  UaioD  for  want  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  life;  they  have  a  superabundance  of  them; 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  suflering  for  want  known 
in  ibis  country ;  there  is  only  a  temporary  pause 
in  the  rapid  acquisition  of  wealth ;  a  cessation  of 
pioGti  only.  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  to 
•ay  that  the  American  people  do  not  feel  the  em- 
bargo ;  I  know  they  do  feei  it  sensibly  ;  and  they 
must  have  expected  to  feel  any  measura  that 
would  be  likely  to  press  hard  on  those  who  vio- 
late their  rights.  But  the  great  difference  be- 
tween its  effects  on  us,  and  on  them,  is  this: 
among  out  people  it  occasions  a  superaoundance 
of  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  only  ground 
of  compliiint  is,  the  waot  of  a  market  for  the  sur- 

Slns;  white  their  people  suffer  and  complain  aloud 
}r  want  of  enough  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  es- 
■ential  for  their  subsistence,  and  which  they  can- 
not obtain  from  any  other  quarter.  No  one  will 
hesitate  on  deciding  whose  situation  is  most  eli- 
gible, and  leasr  to  op  complained  of,  that  of  those 
who  have  too  much,  or  of  those  who  bare  not 
enough  to  subsist  upon.  Another  reason  may  also 
be  assigned,  why  we  could  not  anticipate  the  pre- 
cise effect  of  the  embargo  on  foreiga  Powers;  we 
could  not  foresee  that  the  Governraenis  of  those 
Powers  would  not  regard  the  distress  and  suffer- 
ings of  their  people;  that  France  would  suffer 
her  West  India  colonies  to  be  almost  desolated 
with  famine,  and  to  be  eumpelled  to  apply  to  theii 
invelerate  enemy,  to  save  ihem  from  actual  star 
Taiion  rather  than  revoke  her  decrees;  nor  could 
we  know  that  the  Government  of  Great  BriiaiD 
would  be  regardless  of  the  complaints  and  lepre- 
seniations  of  her  manufacturers,  and  a  respectable 
portion  of  her  merchants;  that  it  would  lend  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  hungry  cries  of  the  starving 
chanics,  and  silence  their  Just  and  loud  c 
plaints  with  the  thunder  of  their  murdering  g 
and  quench  their  hunger  with  a  shower  of  Dalis 
instead  of  bread.  We  caonot  be  culpable  for  nor 
anticipating  such  events. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. (Mr.  (^DiNCT,)  that  the  people  of  New 
England  will  descend  upoa  the  ocean;  that  they 
will  not  bear  this  measure.  If  this  be  intended 
as  a  threat ;  if  the  gentleman  meant  that  the  peo- 

Ele  of  New  England  are  determined  to  resist  the 
LWs  of  the  Union,  let  him  say  so ;  let  u*  know  it, 
and  we  will  act  accordingly.  [Mr.  Quincs-  said, 
he  did  not  mean  or  think  that  they  would  resist 
the  laws.]  Mr.  Campbell  contmued:  I  am 
happy  to  hear  the  gentleman  explain  bis  expres- 
aions  in  the  manner  be  has  done ;  it  will  render 
unnecessary  some  remarks  I  intended  to  make  on 
that  point.  I  hope,  sir,  these  people  will  not  o])- 
pose  the  laws  of  their  eonniry.  I  feel  a  cooti- 
dence  that  the  genius  of  liberty  has  not  deserted 
New  England,  and  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  there  would  rally  round  the  ataodard  of 
their  Governmettt  vhen  the  occasion  required  it. 
From  the  best  information  1  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  the  people  of  one  of  those  States,  (I  medo 


Connecticut,)  whieb  has  generally  differed  in 
|>olLtical  sentiments  from  the  present  Administra- 
tion, aiill  retain  the  spirit  of  mdepeodence,  and  a 
sense  of  the  value  of  their  Constitution  and  civil 
liberties,  and  woald.  be  among  the  first  to  put 
down  any  open  opposition  to  the  laws;  to  crudi 
embryo  the  demon  of  insurrection.  This,  sir, 
I  hope  IS  true;  it  breathes  the  surviving  of  the 
spirit  of  seventy-six;  it  is  highly  honorable  to 
those  people;  it  proves  them  to  be  honest  in  their 
sentiments  and  good  citizens.  While  the  law* 
passed  by  a  Coostitutional  majority  arS  in  force, 
they  will  support  them;  still  they  may  justly 
-'aim  the  right,  if  they  do  not  think  them  whole- 
me,  to  disapprove  of  ihein,  and  use  all  Consti- 
itional  means  to  procure  their  repeal.  I  would, 
sir,  still  indulge  a  strong  hope  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  very  State  from  which 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  'QniKCY)  comes,  would,  when 
lalled  upon,  support  the  laws  of  their  country, 
ind  punish  the  lawless  wretches  who  dare  openly 
set  up  the  standard  of  opposition.  If  gentlemen 
acknowledge  that  this  is  the  case,  I  trust  we  shall 
not  again  hear  the  language  of  menace  on  thit 
floor.  On  this  subject  I  concur  perfectly  in  sen- 
timent with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr. 
Ramoolph,)  that  if  any  portion  of  the  people 
oppose  a  public  law.  they  must  be  reduced  to  sub- 
mission, and  I  would  be  among  the  first  to  com- 
pel obedience  to  it ;  and  1  would,  also,  as  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Nelson,) 
it  the  disease  required  hleedjng,  use  the  lancet, 
and  that  promptly  too.  Yes,  sir,  whoever  would 
attempt  to  raise  the  standard  of  insurrection, 
should  be  made  a  public  example  of,  as  the  ene- 
my to  independeni:e  and  civil  liberty ;  as  the 
agent  or  tool  of  a  foreien  Power. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  said,  the  people  of  New 
England  will  not  bear  this  measure;  that  there 
will  be  a  separation  of  the  States.  Such  senti- 
ment!) cannot  be  entertained  or  countenanced  by 
any  true  AmetLCan~--Dy  any  friend  to  hisconntry. 
They  may  be  cherished  by  the  azents  and  toots  of 
Great  Britain ;  by  the  enemies  ofoor  Constitution 
and  independence,  and  by  them  alone.  A  sepa- 
ration of  this  Union,  sir,  can  never  he  contem- 
plated qr  countonanced  by  any  portion  of  the 
people,  even  of  New  England,  who  are  real  Amer- 
icans. Such  a  disposition  can  only  exist  among 
a  few  unprincipled  and  restless  spirits,  who,  re- 
gaidlesB  of  the  general  good,  wish  to  became  the 
petty  tyrants  of  the  people  in  that  quarter,  to 
lord  it  over  them,  make  them  groan  under  heavy 
taxes,  and  finally  strip  them  of  their  liberty  and 
independence;  and,  probably,  to  render  tbeir  ob- 
ject more  certain,  would  throw  themselves  under 
the  fostering  cire  of  Great  Britain,  and  become 
openly,  what  they  now  are  secretly,  ner  very  min- 
ions and  humble  tools. 

To  enable  them  to  effect  this  object,  they  may 
endeavor,  under  false  pretences,  lo  spirit  up  the 
people  there  to  a  severance  of  the  Union,  in  order 
lo  withdraw  them  from  the  pt,u[ection  of  the  Gen- 
eral Qovernment  and  Constitution,  which  guar- 
anties to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
BDd  IS  to  the  people  their  strong  shield 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  or  CONGRESS. 


760 


Dkcbmbbr,  1808. 


Foreign  Rdation*. 


H.  OF  R. 


against  ifnaaj  and  oppression. .  To  this  groap, 
howerer,  tMs  little  Insignificant  groan  alonp,  must 


who  hold  irax  the  liberty  and  iodepeDdence  foi 
ifhich  their  fathers  fought  and  bled,  will  not  en- 
deatOT  to  (tab  the  Ter?  vitals  of  their  own  conn- 
(r]r;  they  will  not  enlist  under  foreign  baaoers^ 
they  will  not,  in  the  d&y  of  dagger,  be  arrayed 
agaiDst  Ibeir  cooDtry;  they  will  be  found  in  the 
ranka,  who  dare  to  fight  and  shed  their  best  blood 
for  iheir  coDDiry.  But  if  the  people  of  that  qu^ 
tei  were  to  consider  Ibis  proposition  of  a  sepam- 
lion  from  the  Union  correctly,  even  in  a  pecuoi- 
ary  point  of  view,  and  as  re^rds  their  own  in- 
terest alone,  they  must  reject  it  without  hesita- 
tion. A  great  proportion,  at  least  four-fiflhs,  of 
the  shipping  of  New  England,  find  etaplojment 
in  carrying  to  market  the  produce  of  the  Middle, 
Southern,  and  Western  Slates.  The  whole  pron 
doce  of  their  own  soil  does  not  exceed  id  value 
seven  or  eight  millions  of  dollars,  out  of  forty- 
ciebt  millions  exported  by  the  United  States, 
while  the  single  article  of  cotton,  in  the  Southern 
and  Western  States,  exceeds  in  vatne  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars.  They  are,  therefore,  the  mere 
carriers  for  (he  Middle  and  Southern  Slates. 
Cat  off  their  conneiioa  and  commerce  with  them, 
and  where  would  they  find  employment  for  Iheir 
immense  tonnage  of  which  they  so  much  boast? 
What  would  become  of  it?  Where  would  they 
get  employment  for  their  seamen?  Their  ships 
would  Tot  at  their  wharves,  or  float  empty  upon 
the  ocean  ;  they  could  not  furnish  ihtm  with  car- 
goes, and  their  boasted  commerce  would  sbon 
dwindle  away  into  a  mere  trifle  compared  with 
its  present  flourishing  condition.  Have  gentte- 
mea  who  make  these  insinuations  about  a  separ- 
alien  of  New  England  from  the  Union,  seriously 
eonsidereil  rfae  subject  in  these  paints  of  view, 
and  faidy  weighed  the  consequences']^  If  they 
have  not,  it  ts  high  time  ibey  should.  These  re- 
marks are  made  to  show  that  New  England  can- 
not possibly  have  an;  interest  in  such  a  measure ; 
thil,  on  ih?  contrary,  it  would  be  ruinous  (o  the 
best  interests  of  the  people,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
QDless  they  are  totally  deluded,  be  countenanced 
by  tbero. 

It  is -with  some  reluctance  I  come  to  notice 
some  remarks  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts,  (Mr.  CIdincy,)  with  respect  to  the  re- 
port under  consideration ;  that  abstract  legislation 
generally  proceeds  from  ignorance,  or  wiciedness, 
or — [Mr.  QniNCT  requested  to  explain  ;  he  said 
his  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  lo  the  doc- 
trine«  recommended,  aod  not  to  the.  style  of.  the 
repott  or  the  committee  who  made  it.]  Mr.  C. 
proceeded — I  shall,  sir,  .generally  be  wilting  to 
take  eentlemen't  explanations  of  the  meaning  of 
what  they  have  said.  I  had  intended  to  make 
•ome  observation*  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  on  this  point,  as  I  understood  them, 
as  relating  to  the  report ;  bu(^  as  it  is  now  stated, 
they  were  not  intended  to  apply  lo  the  commit- 


tee or  (he  report  itself,  I  shall  omit  those  remarks 
and  say  nothing  on  (hat  point.  Tbe  gentleman, 
however,  in  aooiber  place,  observed,  thai  the 

Erinciples  contained  in  the  repott  were  loathsome. 
do  not,, sir,  prnfess  to  comprehend  his  meaning 
very  distinctly  when  be  applies  the  term  loath- 
some lo  the  principles  of  tbe  report.  A  principle 
may  be  incorrect,  or  improper,  to  he  supported, 
but  how  it  can  he  loathsome,  is  not  very  obvious. 
[Mr.  Q,oiNcr  said  he  had  alluded  to  ihe  course, 
not  the  principles.]  I  will  take  (he  gentleman's 
explanation,  said  (Mr.  Campbeli.)  though  1  took 
bis  words  down  as  I  have  stated  them;  tbecourte 
proposed  is  loathsome;  this  amouots  to  the  same 
thing;  the  course  proposed  is  founded  on  the 
principles  assumed,  and  (he  facts  stated  in  (he  re- 
pott, and  consists  oflbe  resolutions  annexed  there- 
to. How  these  can  he  called  loathsome,  is  rather 
difficult  to  comprehend.  But  it  seems  there  was 
a  loathing  produced ;  perhaps  the  appetite  was 
vicious,  and  not  tbe  food  presented  impure  or  un- 
wholesome; or,  are  we  to  understand  that  the 
resolution  before  you,  which  has  been  called  weak, 
and  so  self-evident  as  nol  (□  admit  of  a  doubt,  has 
become  so  strong  as  to  operate  on  the  gentleman's 
delicate  political  stomacn  as  an  emetic,  and  occa- 
sion the  discharge  of  that  envenomed  gall  of  ran- 
corous enmity  to  the  Government,  which  seems 
(o  exist  in  such  abundance,  and  which  is  so  lib- 
erally  bestowed  on  most  occasions  by  that  gentle- 
man and  others?  Should  (his  be  the  case,  the 
result  may  be  a  favorable  one,  and  less  of  tbeie 
hi((er  invectives  may  he  expected  for  tbe  fu(ure 
than  has  1>een  usual.  But  those  kinds  of  objec- 
tions to  the  report  must  arise  from  one  of  two 
causes;  either  from  defects  in  the  report  itself,  or 
from  a  bluntness  of  mental  optics  in  (hose  who 
make  the  objections,  if  indeed  they  are  sincere. 
The  report,  however,  is  now  before  the  public, 
and  they  will  decide,  and  no  doubt  eocrectly,  to 
which  of  these  causes  we  ought  to  ascribe  all  (he 
unqualified  censures  we  have  heard  against  i(.  I 
shall  williogtyacquiesce  in  their  decision.  It  may 
not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  notwith- 
standing the  hard  names  bv  which  the  sentleman 
has  called  the  principles  ot  this  report,  he  has  not 
ventured  to  deny  the  correctness  of  one  of  them ; 
he  has  not  denied  tbe  aggressions  (herein  stated 
to  have  been  committed  on  our  rights  by  the  bel- 
ligerents, nor  has  he  attempted  to  show  that  there 
is  any  other  course  which  we  could  pi^rsue,  better 
calculated  lo  resist  (hose  aggressions  than  that 
presented  in  the  report.  This  renders  it  uone- 
cessary  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  enter  intoafurther 
investigation  of  (his  part  of  the  subject.  When 
gentlemen  specify  their  objections  to  the  coarse 
we  propose,  or  present  a*  with  (heir  project,  we 
shall  endeavor  to  answer  the  one  and  examine  the 

Qenllemen  appear  so  anxious  and  de(ermined 
to  produce,  if  possible,  a  conviction  among  the 
people,  that  they  are  oppressed  by  the  embargo; 
that  no  matter  wJial  question  is  before  the  House, 
their  constant  theme  is  the  pressure  of  (he  em- 
bargo, the  distress  ii  produt;es,  and  (be  ruin  it  will 
bring  on  the  eoantry.    Thb  monrnful  tale  is  re- 
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pealed  on  everf  occisioD,  and  painted  in  the 
highest  and  moat  exirsvagant  colors.  One  gen- 
tlemao,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  at  the  close  of  one  of 
'thOiS  eiaKgerated  rep reseniat ions,  JDquires  wlial 
he  shall  do  with  bis  third  crop  of  tobacco?  The 
answer  to  tbii  will  equally  apply  lo  many  other 
JDqniries  of  a  similar  oature,  made  during  this 
discussion.  What  would  he  do  with  it  if  the 
embargo  was' at  this  moment  removed'?  You 
could  not  send  it  to  the  Continent,  because  you 
are  prohibilcd  by  the  British  Orders  in  Council. 
If  you  should  ereQ  submit  to  Great  Briiain,  and, 
at  the  expense  at  natioDal  disgrace,  send  your  to- 
bacco there,  she  consumes  less  than  10,000  hogs- 
heads of  it  out  of  about  90,000,  which  is  annu- 
ally exported,  and  the  price  that  could  he  ohtaioed 
for  that  portion  at  a  marlcet  ta  glutted,  would  not 
pay  the  freighi.  What,  then,  would  you  do  with 
It,  suppoEing  the  embargo  was  offl  The  same 
you  do  now;  keep  it  in  your  warehouses  until 
there  is  a  market  open  for  it.  The  genlleman  in- 
tlroated  you  might  carry  Jl  to  Sweden,  and  find 
a  market  for  it  at  Qolleoburg,  and  that  it  would 
find  its  way  from  thence  to  the  Continent;  on 
what  ground  this  last  assertion  is  made,  1  caoool 
comprehend.  It  is  well  known  that  Sweden  is  al 
war  with  Russia,  and  it  may  be  said  with  all  the 
Powers  on  the  Continent ;  that  she  has  no  com- 
munication* with  them,  and  that  all  their  ports 
are  shut  against  her.  Produce  of  any  kind  could 
Dot,  therefore,  find  its  way  to  the  continent  of 
Europe  through  her  ports ;  and  she  herMlf  con- 
aumes  but  a  »ery  small  quantity  of  tobacco. 
Taking  off  the  embargo,  therefore,  would  not  fur- 
nish a  market  for  this  articlei  until  (he  Ordera  of 
Council  are  reroked,  you  can  bare  do  market  for 
tobacco. 

But  another  ground  has  been  taken  and  much 
relied  upon,  that  the  Treasury  is  drained  by  the 
operation  of  iheembargo,Bad  ihe  sources  of  your 
rerenue  dried  up.  Thii  argument,  like  most  oth- 
ers which  hare  been  made  against  ibis  measure, 
rests  entirely  upon  ascribing  effects  to  the  wrong 
cause.  They  ascribe  tn  the  embargo  what  is 
really  produced  by  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
belligerents;  and  all  that  has  been  already  said 
10  show  that  those  ordccs  and  decrees,  and  not 
the  embargo,  destroyed  your  commerce,  will  ap- 
ply in  IhiR  case,  ai^  show  that  they,  in  fact,  and 
not  tbu  embargo,  drained  your  Treasury,  and 
dried  up  the  sources  of  yout  revenue.  For  it  is 
certain,  that  so  long  as  yoQr  revenue  depends  up- 
on your  commerce,  whatever  destroys  your  com- 
merce, of  course,  cuts  up  your  revenue.  Jl  has 
already  been  shown,  that  if  your  commerce  went 
upon  the  ocean,  it  would  be  captured;  and  ii 
■OFcly  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  capture  of 
your  vessels  and  [property  by  Qreal  Briuin  would 
increase  the  receipts  in  your  Treasury,  or  open 
for  Tou  new  sources  of  revenue.  It  must  be' 
nucD  better  to  have  your  Treasury  empty  and 
your  property  at  home,  than  to  be  deprived  of 
the  latler  and  have  the  former  drained  ;  not  can 
it  be  pretended  that,  for  the  sake  of  a  commerce 
worth  only  three,  or  even  six,  millians  of  dollars, 
foa  oiighi  to  surrender  your  best  righta,  or  baz- 
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iea  of  a  predatory  war  on  your 
.  The  revenue  to  bavaised  from 
le  would  be  inconsiderable,  and  I 
trust  that,  on  a  question  involving  the  indepen- 
dence of  our  country,  we  shall  not  be  governed 
by  mercenary  views  alone,  or  by  the  effect  it  may 
have  on  our  finances.  If  the  only  inquiry  •mm, 
how  we  should  replenish  the  Treasury,  the  case 
would  be  different ;  the  effect  of  measures  on  (he 
Treasury  ought  lo  he  the  prinpipal  point  to  be 
asceriaiued.  But  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  present. 
the  questions  of  maintaining  your  independence 
and  increasing  your  revenue,  ought  to  be  kept 
separate  and  disiinci.  You  ought  to  protect  and 
preserve  unimpaired  the  rights  of  your  people, 
whatever  the  effect  on  the  Treasury  might  be- 
So  long  as  ihe  people  have  their  properly  and 
rights  secure,  ana  are  independent,  you  are  safe; 
a  rich  people  and  ao  empty  treasury,  is  much 
better  iliao  -■  poor  people  and  an  overflowing 
treasury.  They  will  always  support  their  Gor- 
ernment  so  long  as  it  acts  correctly.  Should 
direct  taxes  become  necessary,  ihey  will  cheer- 
fully pay  them,  because  they  would  be  on  their 
own  BccouDi  aud  for  their  own  interest — though 
there  is  no  ground  to  believe  thai  such  will  be 
s  chimerical,  it  is  a  mete  slander 
Dse  of  the  people,  lit  suppose  that 
ould  either  produce  a  separation 
lead  to  a  consolidation  of  the 
into  the  General  Government, 
pretext  for  such  alarms.  But, 
.  the  Treasury  is  at  this  time  more  abundantly 
filled  than  it  has  been  at  any  former  perii>d,  and , 
there  are  reasonable  grounils  lo  expect  we  siudi 
be  able  to  replenish  it  before  it  is  entirely  ex- 
hausted. But  surely  the  nerves  of  geollemen 
must  be  of  a  very  delicate  lexlure  when  ihey 
tremble  so  much  for  the  fate  of  tbe  nalion,  because 
our  revenue  may  not  have  been  as  productive  tbe 
present  year  aq  il  was  the  last.  There  can  be  no 
food  f[round  for  such  extraordinary  palpitationa 
on.  this  subject.  The  American  people  will  al- 
ways furnish  the  means  to  mainlain  their  rights 
and  support  their  Government,  if  (hose  means  are 
properly  applied. 

I  shall  close  ihe  remarks  I  have  to  make  at 
present  on  this  subject,  by  cslling  oa  those  gen- 
llen^en  who  oppose  the  present  course,  to  give  us 
the  plan  ihcy  wish  to.  pursue,  and  let  us  know  the 
grounds  upon  which  taey  act.  Do  they  deny  the 
Bggressionii^taled  lo  have  been  committed  on  oar 
commerce  and  neutral  rights  by  (be  belligerents? 
If  ihey  do,  let  them  inform  us  which  ..of  those 
Powers  they  consider  juaiiGable  in  her  conduct. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  do  not;  if  they  admit 
those  aggressions  were  committed  on  our  rights, 
are  ihey  willing  (o  resist  them?  Are  they  deter- 
mined (0  vindicate  (he  rights  and  independence 
of  theit  country  T  If  they  are  we  wish  to  know 
in  what  manner.  If  (hey  are  not  willing  to  pur- 
sue the  measurer  of  resistance  we  propose,  of  a 
total  interdiction  of  intercourse  with  those  Pow- 
ers, will  they  assume  a  higher  ground?  WUl 
they  prefer  war  7  If  (hey  dg,  ihis  is  one  of  tbe 
alteritatives  presen(ed  in  (he  report.    We  wish  to 
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know  wbat  measarea  ibe;  ire  williag  lo  adopt 
for  th«  sAfnr  of  Ibe  oaiioo.  The  cri»ii  U  awfuL 
The  lime  has  come  lo  unire  th«  people  of  Amer- 
ica; we  join  issue  with  ihe  ({enllenien  as  lo  tem- 
poriziag  policy;  we  are  for  decisive  measures; 
we  bare  oot,  we  will  not,  now  lemporize.  We 
say  there  is  dd  middle  course.  We  are,  in  ihe 
firtt  place,  for  cutting  off  all  iDtercoorse  wilh 
ihosE  Powers  who  trample  upoD'our  rights.  If 
that  will  not  prove  effectual,  we  sa;  lalce  the  last 
alierDsiivc,  war,  wilh  all  its  calamilies,  rather 
ihao  lobcnissloD,  or  naiioaat  degradatioD.  This 
is  the  time  for  every  mau  lo  take  bit  stand  io 
tbe  ranks  on  one  side  or  Ihe  other.  There  can  no 
longer  be  but  two  den  am  in  at  ions  ofcharacters  in 
this  eouDtry — friends  and  foes.  Dangers  thicken 
BToond,  and  tbreaiea  us  from  abroad ;  ii  is  there- 
fore high  lime  foi  domestic  diffeieoces  to  ceue. 
The  period  has  arrived  at  which  every  niau  in  ihe 
cation  must  be  called  upoa  lo  rally  round  ihe 
standard  of  American  freedom;  when  be  must 
declare  'whether  he  will  be  for  hii  country,  or 
agiinst  bit  country;  whether  he  will  bean  Ameri- 
can or  8  traitor! 

J  When  Mr.CAMPBELL  had  concluded,  the  House 
adjourned. 

WEDNBsDaT,  December  7. 

Mr.  Sat  presented  memorials  from  sundry  tale 
officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  stating  chat,  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumsiances  of  the  memorialist!:,  they  bnve  been 
compelled  id  dispose  of  the  certificates  of  pay  and 
eomtnolalion  granted  them  for  laililary  services 
rendered  lo  the  United  States ;  aod  praying  such 
relief  in  the  premises  as  lo  the  wisdom  and  jus 
uce  of  Congress  shall  seem  meet. 

Mr.  Wharton  presented  a  petition  from  sun- 
dry late  officers  of  the  Massachusells,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  Virgfinia,  and  North  Carolina  lines 
of  ibe  said  Revololionaryarmy,  to  the  tike  effect. 

The  said  memoiials  and  peliiion  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DoBELL  moved  ihat  the  House  do  come  lo 
tile  fallowing  resololion: 

Re»ohed,  That  it  ba  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  this 
Hook  to  fiirnish  thn  Represenlalive*  in  CongreM 
from  eacb  Stale  in  the  Union,  for  the  tims  being,  and 
the  Delegate*  &am  each  of  the  TerritoriM  thereof, 
with  onE  cop7  of  every  public  document,  including  the 
laws  and  joomals  printed  by  order  of  th«  House,  to  be 
by  them  transmitted  to  the  prlndpsl  seminary  of  learn- 
ing in  ascb  8ut«  and  Terttiory,  respectively. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bacoh,  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House  then  resumed  ihe  considerviioB  of 
the  first  member  of  the  first  resoluiioo  reported 
on  Thursday  last,  from  the  Commiilee  of  Ihe 
Whole,  which  waa  dependiug  yesterdav  at  the 
lime  of  adjourDmeni,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

•■AMoiserf,  That  th«  United  States  oannott  withont 
"t»  of  their  nghti,  honor,  sod  independenoe, 
Lo  the  Ue  adieu  of  Greti  Britain.'' 


Mriaoinoy.^Mr.  Speaker,  1  oiTer  myself  to 
the  view  of  this  House  with  very  .sensible  embar' 
rassment,  in  atlempling  (o  follow  the  honorable 
genilemaa  from  TeoaeMee,  (Mr.  Campbell) — a 
gentleman  who  holds  so  distinguislied  a  siaiion 
on  this  floor,  ihrough  thy  blessing,  Mr.  Speaker, 
on  his  talents  and  industry.  I  place  myself  with 
much  relucianee  in  compeiiiioa  wilh  this,  our 
great  political  j^neas,  an  illngtrious  leaderof  an- 
tiquity, whom,  in  his  present  leiatious,  aad  in  his 
present  objects,  ihe  genlleman  from  Tennessee 
alillte  resembles;  since,  io  order  lo  evade  the 
1  impending  over  our  cities — taking  my  hon- 
orable colleague  (Mr.  Bacok)  by  one  band,  and 
the  honorable  geDtleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
MoHTOOMBRir  by  the  other,  (little  lulus  and  wife 
Creusa) — be  is  posting  away  into  ihe  woods  wilb 
Father  Anchiies  and  all  the  household  gods. 

When  1  had  ibe  honor  of  addressing  ihii  House 
a  few  days  ago,  I  louched  this  famous  report  of 
our  Committee  of  Foreign  Relaliuns  perhaps  a 
Utile  100  carelessly ;  perhaps  I  handled  il  a  little 
-~~  roughly,  considering  lis  tender  age,  and  the 

jifesi  delicaev  of  its  consiitutioB.    Bui,  sir,  I 

had  DO  idea  ofafiecling  very  exquisitrty  the  sen- 
sibilities of  any  gentlemao.  [  thought  that  ihia 
was  a  common  report  of  one  of  our  ordinary  com* 
mittees,  which  I  had  a  right  lo  canvass  or  lo  slight, 
10  applaud  or  to  censure,  wilhoul  raising  any 
exiraordioary  concern,  eiiner  here  or  elsewhere. 
But,  from  the  general  eicilemenl  which  my  in- 
eoDkiderate  treaimeni  of  this  subject  occasions,  I 
fear  that  I  have  been  miiiaken.  This  can  be  no 
mortal  fabric,  Mr.  Speaker.  This  mnst  he  thai 
image  which  fell  down  from  Jupiler,  present  or 
future.  Surely,  nothiug  but  a  being  of  celestial 
origin  would  raise  such  a  tumult  in  minds  tem- 
pered like  those  whiob  lead  the  destinies  of  this 
House.  Sir,  I  thoDglit  that  this  report  had  been 
a  common  piece  of  wood — inutiU  lignum — jual 
such  a  piece  of  wood  as  any  day-laborer  might 
have  hewed  out  io  an  hour,  had  he  health  and  a 
haichet.  But  it  seems  tbai  our  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Comniltee  of  Foreign  Relalions,  tna- 
tuit  ea*e  i>etm.  Well,  sir,  ]  have  no  objeciious. 
If  the  workmen  will,a  god  il  shall  be.  I  only  wish, 
thai  when  gentlemen  bring  their  sacred  things 
upon  this  floor,  that  they  would  blow  a  trumpet 
before  them,  as  ihe  heathens  do,  on  such  occa- 
sions, to  the  end  that  all  true  believers  may  pre- 
pare themselves  to  adore  and  tremble,  and  ihal  all 
aabelievers  may  turn  aside,  and  not  dimurb  ibeir 
devoiioDB. 

1  assure  genllemen  thai  1  meant  to  commit  do 
sacrilege.  I  bad  no  iotenlioD,  sir,  of  canvassing 
very  strictly  ibis  repori.  I  supposed,  thai  when 
il  had  been  published  and  circulated,  ii  bad  an- 
swered all  ihe  purpoaes  of  ils  aulhors,  and  I  fell 
no  disposition  to  interfere  wilh  ihem.  But  the 
House  is  my  wiloess  that  I  am  compelled,  by  the 
clamor  raised  on  all  sidea  by  ihe  friends  of  the 
Administration,  to  descend  to  particulars,  and  to 
examine  iteome what  minutely. 
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Mf   honorable  colleague    (Mr.  Bacon)  was 

pleased  the  other  day  to  assert : Sir,  in  refer- 

liog  to  his  observations,  on  a  former  occasioD,  I 
beg  the  Hoase  not  to  imagioe  thai  1  am  about  to 
follow  him.  No,  sir;  I  will  neither  follow  nor 
imitate  hi  tn.  I  hang  upon  no  maD'sskirti;  I  run 
batkiDgat  no  mao's  heel.  I  canvass  principles 
and  tneaiures  solely  with  a  view  to  the  great 
JDlerests  of  my  couptry.  The  idea  of  personal 
ticiorjf  is  lost  in  the  total  absorption  of  sense  and 
mind  in  the  impending  conaeqoences. — 1  say  he 
was  pleased  to  assert  that  I  had  dealt  in  general 
allegalions  against  this  report,  without  pointing 
out  any  particular  objection.  And  the  honorable 
chairman  (Mr.  Caupbell)  hai  teiieraied  the 
charge.  Both  have  treated  ifais  alleged  omission 
with  DO  little  Biperity.  Yet,  sir,  it  is  very  remark- 
able, that,  so  far  from  dealing  in  general  allega- 
tiooB,  I  explicitly  slated  my  objecijoos.  The 
tllernaiives  presented  by  the  report — war  or  eui- 
pension  of  our  rights,  and  the  reirommendalion  of 
the  latter,  rather  than  take  the  risk  of  the  former. 
I  expressly  censured.  1  went  further.  Icompared 
theie  atlernalives  with  an  extract  from  an  address 
made  by  the  first  Continental  Congress  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Brilain,  and  attempted  to 
Bbow,  bv  wajr  of  contrast,  what  I  thought  the  dis- 
graceftU  spirit  of  the  report.  Yet,  these  gentle- 
men  complain  that  1  dealt  in  general  allegatioos. 
Before  I  close,  sir,  they  will  have,  I  hope,  no  rea- 
son to  repeat  such  objections.  1  trust  I  shall  be 
particular,  to  their  content. 

Before  entering  upon  an  examination  of  ihis 
report,  it  may  be  useful  to  recollect  how  it  ori- 
ginated. By' the  Ihird  section  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  Conslitulion,  it  is  declared  that  the  Pre- 
sideol  of  the  United  States  "shall,  from  lime  to 
'  time,  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state 
'  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
'  tioD  suet)  measure*  as  he  shall  judge  necessary 
'  and  expedient."  It  is,  then,  the  duty  of  ihe  Pres- 
ident to  recommend  such  measures  as  in  his  judg- 
tneot  Congress  ought  to  adopt.  A  great  crisis  is 
impending  ovetonr  country.  It  is  a  time  of  alarm 
and  peril  and  distress.  How  has  the  President 
performed  this  Constitutional  duty  1  Why,  after 
reeapilulaling.  in  a  formal  Meisage,'our  dangers 
and  his  trials,  ne  expresses  his  confidence  ihai  We 
shall,  "with  an  nnerring  regard  to  the  essential 
'  rights  and  interests  of  the  nation,  weigh  and 
'  compare  ihepainfulatternaiives,  out  of  which  a 
*  choice  is  to  be  made,"  and  that  "  the  alternative' 
'  chosen  will  be  maintained  with  fortitude  and 
'  patriotism."  In  this  way  our  Chief  Magistrate 
performs  his  duty.  A  storm  isapproaching;  the 
captain  calls  his  choice  hands  upon  deck ;  leaves 
the  rudder  swinging,  and  !>ets  (he  crew  to  scuffle 
about  altemativea  I  This  Message,  pregnant  with 
nondescript  allernetlves,  is  received  by  this  House. 
And  what  do  we?  Why,  constitute  a  great  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  and,  lest  ihey  should 
not  bare  their  attention  completely  occupied  by 
the  pressing  exieeticies  of  those  with  France  and 
Great  Britain,  they  are  endowed  with  the  whole 
mass— Biilinh,  Spanish,  and  French ;  Barbary 
Powers  and  Indian  neighbors.    And  what  does 
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this  committee  dol  Why,  after  seven  days'  sol- 
emn conclave,  they  present  lo  this  House  an  illus- 
trious report,  loaiied  with  alternatives^ — nothing 
but  alternatives.  The  cold  meat  of  the  Palace  is 
hashed  and  served  up  to  us,  piping  hoi,  from  Otir 
commiilee  room. 

In  considering.ihis  report,  I  shall  pajr  no  alien- 
lion  toeither  its  beginning  or  its  conclusion.  The 
former  consists  of  shavings  from  old  documents, 
and  the  latter  of  birdlime  for  newconverts.  The 
twelfth  page  !■•  the  heart  of  this  teiiort;  that  I 
mean  to  canvass.  And  I  do  assert,  that  there  is 
not  one  of  all  the  principal  positions  contained  in 
it  which  is  true,  in  the  sense  and  to  the  extent 
assumed  by  the  committee.  -  Let  us  examine  each, 
separately: 

"Your  committca  can  perceive  no  other  altematiTS 
hnt  abject  and  degrading  submisaion,  war  with  both 
nalioni,  or  a  continuance  and  enforcement  of  thf  ptes- 


□  of  ot 


Here  is  a  tri-forked  alternative.  Let  ns  con- 
sider each  branch,  and  see  if  either  be  true,  in  the 
sense  assumed  by  the  committee.  The  first — 
''abject  and  degrading  submission"-^(akes  two 
things  for  granted:  that  irading^  pending  ttieedicB 
of  France  and  Great  Britain,  is  submission;  and 
next  ibal  it  is  submission,  in  its  nature,  abject  and 
degrading.  Neither  is  true.  It  is  not  submission 
to  trade,  pending  those  edicts,because  they  do  not 
commaipd  you  to  trade  j  they  command  you  not 
to  trade.  When  you  refuse  to  trade,  you  submit ; 
nol  when  you  carry  on  that  trade,  as  lar  as  yoa 
can,  which  they  prohibit.  Again,  it  is  not  true 
that  such  trading  is  abject  and  disgraceful,  and 
that,  loo,  upon  the  principles  avowed  by  the  ad- 
vocates of  this  report.  Trading,  white  these  edicts 
are  suspended  over  our  commerce,  is  submission, 
say  they,  because  we  have  not  physical  force  lo 
resist  the  power  of  these  bcliigereDts ;  of  course, 
if  we  trade,  we  must  submit  lo  these  resirictious, 
not  having  power  to  evade  or  break  through  Iheui. 
Now,  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  (what  faoiF' 
ever  in  fact  I  deny,)  that:  the  belligerents  have 
the  power  to  carry  into  effect  their  decrees  so 
perrccily  ;  that,  by  reason  of  Ihe  orders  of  Gre&t 
Britain,  we  are  physically  disabled  from  going  to 
France;  and  that,  by  the  edicts  of  France,  we  are 
in  like  manner  disabled  from  going  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. If  such  beourcase,  in  reUtiunlo  these  Pow- 
ers, the  question  is,  whether  submitting  to  exer- 
all  the  trade  which  r         ' 


standing  these  edicts,  is  "abject  and  desradiag." 

In  the  first  place,  J  observe,  that  auWission  is 
not,  to  beings  consiituted  as  we  are,  always  "  ab- 
ject and  degrading,"  We  submit  to  the  decrees 
of  Providence — to  the  laws  of  our  nalure.  Ab- 
solute weakness  submits  to  absolute  power;  and 
there  is  nolhing  in  such  submission  shameful  or 
degrading.  It  is  no  dishonor  for  finite  not  to  con- 
tend with  infinite.  There  is  no  loss  of  repmaiioa, 
if  creatures,  such  as  men,  perform  nol  impossibil- 
ities. If  then  it  be  true,  in  the  sense  asserted  by 
some  of  the  advocates  of.  this  report,  that  it  ia 
physically  impossible  for  us  to  trade  wiih  Fraoce 
and  Great  Britain  and  iheir  dependencies,  by  rea- 
-son  of  ihesp  edicts,  siill  there  is  noibiiig  "  abject 
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or  degrftding"  in  carrf  iog  on  sucb  liade  a$  ihese 
edJcU  leave  open  to  us,  let  it  be  neTer  so  smsll  or 
so  ttifliDg;  which,  however,  it  mi^ht  be  easily 
shown,  as  It  has  been,  Ihsl  it  is  aeither  the  one 
Dot  the  other.  Sir,  ia  this  point  of  view,  it  is  no 
more  di^rvcefol  for  us  to  trade  to  Sweden,  to 
Chiaa,  to  the  Northwest  coast,  or  to  Spain  and 
her  dependencies — not  one  of  which  countries  is 
DOW  i  DC  laded  in  tbose  edicts — than  it  is  disgrace- 
fol  for  as  to  walk,  because  we  are  qnable  lo  By  ; 
DO  more  than  it  is  sbameful  for  maD  lo  use  and 
(DJoy  the  sorfaee  of  thii  globe,  because  he  bos 
no[  at  his  command  the  whole  circle  of  nature, 
and  caBDOi  range  at  will  over- all  tlie  glorious 
spheres  which  coaslitute  the  oniTetse. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennestee  (Mr.  Camp- 
bell) called  upon  us  just  now  to  tell  him  what 
was  disgraceful  submission,  if  carrying  on  eom- 
metee  under  these  restrictions  was  not  sgcb  sub- 
tmsnoD.  I  willlell  thatgenlleman.  Thatsubmis- 
tioD  is  "abject  and  disgraceful"  which  yields  to 
ibe  decrees  of  frail  and  feeble  power,  as  thoogb 
tbey  were  irresistible ;  wbich  lakes  counsel  of  fear, 
and  weigh*  not  out  comparative  force;  which 
■baodoDs  ibe  whole,  at  a  summons  lo  deliver  up 
■  pail ;  which  makes  the  will  of  others  (he  meas- 
nre  of  rights,  wbich  Ood  and  nature  not  only  have 
eooslitated  eternal  and  unalienable,  but  have  also 
endued  us  with  ample  means  to  maintain. 

My  argument  on  this  clause  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  may  be  presented  in  this  font) :  either 
the  United  States  have  or  ibey  have  not  physical 
ability  to  carry  on  commerce  in  defiance  of  the 
edietsof  both  orofeiiherof  these  nations.  If  we 
have  not  physical  ability  to  carry  on  the  trade 
which  ibey  prohibit,  Iben  it  is  no  disgrace  to 
exercise  that  commerce  which  iheve  iriesistible 
decrees  permit.  If  we  have  such  physical  abil- 
ity, then.  10  the  degree  in  wbicb  we  abandon  that 
commerce  which  we  have  power  to  carry  on,  is 
oar  submission,  ''abject  and  disgraceful."  It  is 
yielding  without  a  struggle ;  it  Is  sacriSeing  our 
tij^bts,  Dot  because  we  have  not  force,  but  because 
we  have  not  spirit  to  maintain  tbem.    It  is  in  this 

fiat  of  view  that  lam  disgusted  with  this  report. 
abjures  what  It  recommends;  it  declaims,  in 
bNoics,against  submission,  and  proposes?  in  cteep- 
ioj!  prose,  a  tame  and  servile  subserTteocy. 

Ii  eantiai  be  concealed,  let  gentlemen  try  as 
much  as  they  will,  that  we  can  trade,  not  only 
with  otte,  but  with  both  these  belligerents,  not- 
wiihsianding  these  restrictive  decrees.  The  risk 
loQreat  Britain  against  French  capture  scarcely 
amounts  to  two  per  cent..;  that  to  France  ngainst 
Great  Britain  is  unquestionably  much  greater. 
Bai,what  is  that  lo  us  t  It  is  not  our  fouli,  if  the 
power  of  Britain  on  the  ocean  is  superior 
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ir  power.    Great  as  ib«  power  of 
i  ocean,  the  enterprise  and  intre- 
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r  it.  They  will  get  your  products  to  the  Con- 
linent  in  spite  of  her  navy.  But.  suppose  they  do 
not;  suppose  tbey  fail,  and  are  captured  io  tbe 
attempt;  what  is  that  to  osl    After  we  have  given 


ihein  full  notice  of  all  (heir  dangers,  and  perfect 
warning,  either  of  our  ioability  or  of  our  deiet' 
mination  not  lo  protect  them,  if  they  take  the  risk, 
it  is  at  their  peril.  And,  upon  whom  does  the  lost 
fall?  As  it  does  now,  thtough  the  operation  of 
your  embarf(0,  on  tbe  planter,  on  ibe  farmer,  oa 
the  mechanic,  on  the  day-lsborerll  No,  sir;  on 
the  insurer — on  the  capitalist — on  those  who,  in 
the  full  exercise  of  tiieir  intelligence,  apprized  of 
all  the  circumstances,  are  willing  lo  take  ihe  haz- 
ard for  ihe  sake  of  ibe  pro&t. 

1  will  illustrate  my  general  idea  by  a  suppott- 
lion.  There  are  two  avenues  to  the  oceAn  fTom 
tbe  harbor  of  New  York— By  the  Narrows,  and 
through  Long  Island  -Sound.  Suppose  ihe  fleeia, 
both  of  France  and  Great  Brllaio,  should  block 
up  the  Narrows,  bo  that  lo  pass  tbem  would  be 
poysically  impossible,  in  the  relative  state  of  our 
naval  farce.  Will  gentlemen  seriously  contend 
that  there %rould  beanyihlng  "abjeetor  disgrace' 
ful,"  if  the  people  of  New  York  should  submit  lo 
carry  on  their  trade  through  the  Sound  ?  Would 
the  remedy  for  this  ioierierence  with  our  rights. 
be  abandoning  the  ocean  aliogetberl  Again; 
suppose,  that  mstead  of  both  nations  blockading 
the  same  point,  each  should  station  its  force  at  a 
different  one — France  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sound, 
Britain  at  the  Narrows.  In  such  case,  would 
slaying  at  home,  aod  refusing  any  more  to  go  upon 
the  sea,  bean  exercise  of  independence  in  the  citi- 
zens of  New  York  1  Grent  poilosophersmayctilt 
ii''digaifiedTetiremeni,"if  they  will.  Icallit.and 
I  am  mistaken  if  Ibe  people  would  not  call  it,  "bate 
and  abject  submission."  Sir,  what  in  such  a  case 
would  be  true  honor?  Why,  to  consider  well 
which  adversary  is  tbe  weakest,  and  cut  our  way 
to  our  rights  through  the  path  which  he  obstructs. 
Haviog  removed  the  smaller  impediment,  we 
should  return  with  courage,  strengthened  by  trial 
and  animaiedbysucceas,  10  tbe  relief  of  our  rights, 
from  the  pressure  of  tbe  slrongesi  assailant.  But, 
all  this  is  war ;  and  war  is  never  to  be  incurred. 
If  Ibis  be  ihe  national  principle,  avow  it;  tell  your 
merchants  you  will  not  protect  tbem  ;  but,  for 
Heaven's  sake,  do  not  deny  them  the  power  of 
relieving  their  own  and  the  nation's  burdens,  by 
the  exercise  of  their  own  ineenuity.  Sir,  impas* 
sable  as  the  barriers  offered  ny  these  edicts  are  in 
the  estimaiiun  of  members  on  ibis  floor,  the  mer- 
chants abroad  do  not  estimate  them  as  insurmount- 
able. Their  anxiety  to  risk  Iheir  properly,  in  de- 
fiance of  thi?m,  is  full  evidence  of  this.  Tne  great 
danger  lo  mercabiile  ingenuity  is  internal  envy — 
the  corrosion  of  weakness  or  prejudice.  Its  ez- 
leinal  baziird  is  ever  infinitely  smaller.  That 
practical  intelligence  which  Ibis  class  of  men 
possesses,  beyood  any  other  in  the  community, 
excited  by  self-interest — ihe  strongest  of  human 
passions — is  loo  elastic  to  be  conQned  by  ihe  lim- 
ns of  exterior  human-  powers,  however  great  or 
uncommon.  Build  a  Chinese  wall,  and  tbe  wii  of 
vour  raercbants,  if  permitted  freely  lo  operate,  will 
Dreak  through  it,  or  overleaf  it,  or  undercieep  it. 

"  miile  adde  catenas 

**  Bffiigiet  buneD,  b»e  •celeralus  vincula  Frotena. 

The  second  branch'  of  the  alternaiivea  under 
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constderatioB  is  equally  deeeptivt — "War  with 
both  DDltDDs."  Can  ihis  ever  be  ■□  alteroaiivB? 
Did  you  errrTead  id  liLB[ory,csD  you  eoDceivein 
fancy,  a  war  willi  l«ro  nations,  each  of  whom,  is 
at  war  with  the  other,  without  an  union  with  one 
against  the  other  irnniediately  resulting  1  It  cao- 
DOt  exist  in  nature.  The  very  idea  is  absurd.  It 
never  can  be  an  alternative,  whether  we  shall 
fight  two  nations  eaoh  hostile  to  the  other.  But 
tt  may  be,  and  if  we  are  to  fight  at  all,  it  isa  rery 
•erious  queGlion,  which  of  the  iwowe  are  to  select 
as  an  adversary.  As  to  the  third  branch  of  these 
celebrated  Blternatives,  "a  continuance  and  ea- 
forcemeni  of  the  present  system  of  commerce',"  I 
need  not  spend  lime  to  bhow  that  this  does  not 
include  all  the  alternatives  which  exist  ut:iderthiH 
head— since  the  conimillee  immediately  adtnlt, 
that  there  does  exist  another  alternative,  ",  partial 
repeal."  about  which  they  proceed  lo  reason. 

The  report  proceeds,  "  The  first"  (abject  and 
degrading  submissLOD)  "  eaonot  require  any  dis- 
cussion." Certainly  dot.  Submiasiou  of  that 
quality  which  the  commillee  assume,  and  with 
the  epithets  of  which  ihey  choose  to  invest  it,  can 
neverrequiredjscussionatany  lime.  But.  whether 
trading  under  these  orders  and  decrees,  be  such 
cubniisslon,  whether  we  are  not  competent  to  re- 
list them  in  part,  if  not  in  whole,  without  a  total 
mbandonmeni  of  the  exercise  of  all  our  maritime 
rights,  the  cotnparativeeflectB  of  the  edict!  of  each 
upon  our  commerce,  and  the  means  we  possess  to 
influeDce  or  control  either,  are  all  fair  and  proper 
subjects  of  discuiiion  ;  some  of  which  the  eom- 
mitiee  have  wholly  neglected  and  none  of  which 
have  they  examioed,  at  the  Hous's  had  a  right  to 

The  committee  proceed  "  to  dissipate  the  illn- 
■ion"  that  there  is  any  "  middle  course,"  and  to 
teasiert the  posihon  before  examined, that  "there 
■•  DO  other  aiternalive  than  war  with  both  nacioDS, 
or  a  continuance  of  the  present  system."  This 
position  they  undertake  to  support  hy  two  asser- 
tions. First,  that  'war  with  one  of  the  bellige- 
rents only,  would  be  submission  lo  the  edicts  and 
will  of  the  other."  Second,  that  "  repeal  in  whole 
or  iu  part  of  the  embargo,  mast  necessarily  be 
war  or  submission." 

As  to  the  first  assertioD,  it  isa  miserable  fal- 
lacy, confonnding  coincidence  of  interest  with 
aubjeclionof  will;  things  in  their  nature  palpably 
distinct.  A  man  may  do  what  another  wills,  nay, 
what  he  commands,  and  not  act  in  suhmission  to 
his  will,  or  in  obedience  to  his  command.  Our 
interest  or  duly  may  coincide  with  the  line  of 
conduct  another  presumes  to  prescribe.     Shalt  we 


St  the  . 
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social  or  moral  obligaiioDal  I  exempl 
io  this  way.  Two  bullies  beset  your  door.' from 
which  there  are  but  two  avenues.  One  of  them 
forbids  you  logo  by  the  left,  the  olber  forbids  you 
to  go  by  the  right  avenue.    Each  is  willing  that 

fou  should  pass  by  the  way  which  ha  permits. 
a  sueii  ease,  what  will  you  do?  Will  you  keep 
bouse  forever,  rather  than  makecboiceoi  thepath 
through  which  you  wilt  resume  your  external 
rifblsl    You  cannot  go  both  ways  at  once,  you 


must  make  your  election.  Yet,  in  mtkioK  auch 
election,  you  must  necessarily  coincide  with  tbe 
wishes  and  act  according  to  the  commands  of  one 
of  the  bailies.  Yet  who,  before  t|iis  committee, 
ever  thought  an  election  of  one  of  two  iaevitable 
courses,  made  under  such  circumstances,  "abjeel 
and  degrading  submiisioD"  to  the  will  ol  either 
of  the  assairanti?  The  second  ^uertion,  that 
'■  repeat  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the  emiHirgo  miiat 
necessarily  be  war  or  submission,"  the  committee 
proceed  to  maintain  by  several  subsidiary  auc- 
tions. Fitsi-~"a  general  repeal  without  arming 
would  be  submission  to  hoih  nations."  So  fat 
from  this  being  true,  the  reverse  is  the  fact ;  it 
would  be  submissiob  to  neither.  Great  Britaia 
does  not  say,  "  you  shall  trade  with  me."  France 
does  not  say  "  yon  shall  trade  with  me."  If  itait 
was  the  taoffuage  of  their  edicts,  there  might  be 
some  colorfor  the  assertion  of  (he  committee,  ttial 
if  we  trade  with,  either  we  submit.  The  edicU 
of  each  declare  you  shall  not  trade  with  my  ad- 
versary. Ouraervilektiee-crooking  embargo,  says, 
"  you  shall,  therefore,  not  trade."  Can  any  sub- 
mission be  more  palpable,  more  "abject,  more 
disgraceful  ?"  A  general  repeal  without  arming, 
WMild  be  only  an  exercise  of  onr  aatoral  righu, 
under  the  protection  ot  our  mercantile  ingenuity, 
and  not  under  that  of  physical  power.  Whether 
our  merchants  shall  arm  or  not,  is  a  quettion  of 

Eolitical expediency  H&dorrelative  force.  Ic  may 
e  very  true  that  wecan  fight  our  way  to  neither 
country,  and  yet  it  may  be  also  very  true,  that  we 
mar  carry  on  a  very  important  commerce  with 
both.  The  atTeagth  of  the  national  arm  may  not 
beeqaal  to  coDlend  with  either,  and  yet  the  wit 
of  ourmercbant4may  be  over-ouich  for  the  edict* 
of  all.  The  question  of  arming  or  not  arming, 
bai  lefereoce  only  to  llie  mode  in  which  we  shall 
best  enjoy  our  rights,  r  id  not  at  all  to  thequalitf 
01  the  act  of  trading  d  ring  these  edict*.  To  ex- 
ercise eommerce  is  out  abselule  right.  If  we  arnt, 
we  may  possibly  extend  the  field  beyond  that 
which  mere  ingenuity  would  opeoto  us.  Whe- 
ther the  extension  thus  acquired  be  worthy  of  the 
risk  and  expeass  is  a  fair  question.  But,  decide 
it  either  way,  how  is  trading  as  far  as  we  have 
ability,  bade  less  abject  Iban  not  trading  at  all  1 
1  come  to  the  second  subsidiary  assertion.  ''A 
'  general  repeal  and  atmiog  of  merchant  vetteia, 
'  would  be  war  wiih  both,  and  war  of.  tbe  warat 
'  kind,  suffering  the  enemies  to  plunder  us,  witb- 
'  out  retaliation  upon  them."  ' 

I  have  before  exposed  the  absurdity  of  a  war 
with  Iwo  belligerents,  each  hostile  to  the  other. 
It  cannot  be  true  therefore,  that  "  a  generbl  repeal 
and  arming  our  merchant  vessels,"  would  besueb 
awar.  Neitherifwatresulied,  would  itbe  "war 
of  the  worst  kind."  In  my  humble  apprehension, 
a  war,  in  which  our  enemies  are  permitted  lo 
plunder  us,  and  our  merchants  not  permitted  to 
defend  their  property,  is  soraewhat  wopse  Ibao  a 
war  like  this;  in  which,  with  armsioiheirfaaadt, 
our  brave  seamen  mieht  sometimes  prove  too 
strong  for  their  piratical  assailant.*.  By  ihewhole 
amount  of  properly,  which  we  might  be  able  to 
preserve,  by  these  meant,  would  such  a  war  be 
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better  thkQ  thai  ia  whicli  we  are  now  eagtgei. 
Por  tbe  committee  asinre  Dij  lba(  the  nggrettmat, 
ta  which  we  are  subject,  "are  to  all  inieati  md 
parposeca  nmriiime  war,  waged  with  both  nationi 
agaiDM  the  Uaited  Slates." 

Tbe  last  assertion  of  ihe  commitiee,  in  this 
most  masterly  pa^  is,  that  "a  partial  tepealtntiat, 
'  from  tbe  siiDBtioa  of  Europe,  oeeessarilf,  beac' 
'  tnal  lUbmissioD  to  oae  ol  the  iggreuora,  and 
'  war  wiih'the  other."  Id  the  name  of  common 
JCBW,  howcan  thit  betrae?  Tbe  trade  to  Swe- 
den, to  SpaiBj  to  Ghiaa,  is  not  now  aSeated  by 
ihe  oniers  or  decrees  of  either  bellipertot.  How 
is  it  svbmiatioD.  then,  tb  these  orders  for  us  to 
iiade  to  Qottenbnrg,  when  neither  France  nor 
Britain  command,  nor  prohibit  it  7  Of  what  con- 
sequence  is  it  to  us,  what  wajr  the  Qottenborg 
merchant  dis[»ses  of  our  products,  after  he  has 
paid  OS  onr  price  T  I  am  not  about  lo  denjr  that 
a  trade  to  Qot t en borg  would  defeat  tbe  pcrpose 
of  eoerctog  Oreat  Briiaia,  through  the  want  of  our 
snpplies,  btii  I  reason  on  the  report  upon  its 
avowed  prinefples.  If  geniJemea  adhere  to  their 
system,  as  a  means  of  coercion,  let  tbe  Admiais- 
tratioD  arow  it  as  sneh,  and  support  the  system, 
by  arguments,  such  as  their  friends  use  eyery  day 
on  this  floor.  I,et  them  b-vow,  as  those  friends  do, 
that  thii  isODrmbdeof  hostility  afsinsl  Great 
Britain.  Thai  it  i*  better  Ifaan  "bail  and  gun- 
powder." Lei  them  show  (hat  the  means  are 
adetjoaie  [o  tbe  end;  In  ihem  exhibit  ions,  be- 
yond the  term  of  all  this  safl^ring.  a  happy  nl- 
tatioD,  and  a  glorious  victory,  and  the  people  may 
then  submit  to  it,  even  without  murmur.  But 
while  the  Administration  support  their  system 
niy  as  a  muDicipal  regnlatioD,  ias  a  means  of 
safety  and  preserraiion,  [hose  who  canvass  their 
principle aieootcslled  apon  locontest  with  tbem 
on  ground,  which  not  only  tbey  do  not  take,  bat 
which,  officially,  they  disavow.  As  partial  reppai 
would  not  be  submission  to  either,  so,  also,  it 
wonld  nm  be  war  with  either.  A  trade  to  Swe- 
den would  not  be  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  that 
nation  is  her  ally,  and  sha  permits  it.  Nor  with 
Ftanee,  though  Sweden 'is' her  enemy,  she  does 
mot  prohibit  it.  Aht  bat  rar  tbe  committee,  "a 
'  messgre  which  would  supply  ezcIusiTely  one  of 
'  tbe  bellwerents,  would  be  war  with  tbe  other." 
This  is  the  Suie  secret ;  Ibis  is  the  master-key 
to  ibe  whole  policy.  You  must  not  onlydo  wbai 
tke  tetter  of  these  orders  prohibits,  but  you  must 
not  sin  agaiBst  the  spirit  of  ihem.  Tbe  great  pnr- 
poae  it,  to  prevent  your  product  from  getting  to 
oar  enemy,  and  to  effect  this  you  must  not  only 
ao  act  as  to  obey  the  termr  of  the  decrees,  but 
keeptBgihegreat  purpose  of  tbem  always  insight, 
yoo  must  extend  ineir  construction  lo  cases  which 
(ber  cannot,  by  any  rule  of  reason,  be  made  to 
iDcIode. 

Sir,  ]  have  done  with  this  report.  I  wonld  not 
have  submitted  to  the  task  of  canvasaint:  it,  if 
gentlemen  bad  oot  thrown  the  gavntlet  with  the 
air  of  sturdy  dehauce.  I  willingtjr  leave  to  tbit> 
Uoose  and  the  nation  lo  deeide  whether  the  po- 
sition 1  took  in  the  commencement  of  my  argu- 
neat  i*  not  maintaiDcd;  ihBt  there  it  not  oneof 


the  priDcipal  positions  contained  in  the  12ih  page, 
the  aeari  of  tbi^s  report,  which  is  true,  in  the  sense 
and  to  the  extent  assumed  by  the  commltlee. 

It  was  under  these  general  impressions  that  I 
used  the  word  "loathsome,"  which  has  so  often 
been  repealed.  Sir,  il  may  nol  have  been  a  well 
chosen  word.  It  was  that  which  happened  to 
come  to  band  Srst.  I  meant  to  express  my  dis- 
guat  at  what  appeared  lo  me  a  mass  of  bold  aa- 
sumptions,  and  of  illy  cemented  sophisms. 

1  said,  also,  (bat  ''  the  spirit  which  it  breathed 
was  disgraceful."  Sir,  1  meant  no  reflection  upon 
the  committee.  Honest  men  and  wise  men  may 
mistake  Ihe  character  of  ihe  spirit,  which  they 
recommend,  or.by  which  they  are  actuated.  Whea 
called  upon  to  reason  concerning  thai  which,  by 
adoption,  is  lo  become  ideatilied  with  tbe  national 
character,  I  am  bound  lo  speak  of  it  as  it  appeara 
to  my  vision.  I  may  be  mistaken.  Yet,  I  ask  the 
question  :  is  not  the  spirit  which  it  brealbes  dis- 
graceful ?  Is  it  not  disgraceful  to  abandon  the 
exercise  of  all  our  commercial  rights,  became  our 
rivals  interfere  with  a  part ;  not  only  to  refrain 
from  exercising  that  trade  which  ibey  prohibit, 
bnlfor  fear  ofgiring  offence,  M  decline  that  which 
they  permit  1  Is  it  not  disgraceful,  aner  inflam- 
matory recapilnlalioD  of  insnlts,  and  pluuderingg^ 
and  boroings,  and  conQscaiions,  and  murders,  ana 
actaal  war  made  upon  us,  to  talk  of  nothing  but 
alternatives,  of  general  declarations,  of  still  longer 
suspension  of  our  rights,  and  reliealing  fsrtner 
out  of  "harm's  way?"  If  this  course  be  adopted 
by  my  country,  I  hope  I  am  in  error  concerning 
its  real  character.  But  to  my  sense,  this  whole 
report  is  nothing  else  ihso  a  recommendation  lo 
us  of  tbcabandonment  of  ouf  essential  rigbtaand 
apologies  for  doing  il. 

BeJore  I  sit  down,  I  feel  myself  compelled  10 
notice  some  Observations  which  have  been  made 
in  different  quarters  of  this  House  on  the  remarka 
which,  at  an  early  stage  of  this  debate,  1  had  the 
honor,  of  submitting  to  its  consideration.  My 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  B^coif)  was  pleased  to 
represent  me  as  appealing  to  the  people  over  tha 
hnids  of  tbe  whole  QovernmenI,  against  the  au- 
ibority  of  a  law  which  had  not  only  the  sanction 
of  all  the  legislative  brauchesof  the  Qovernment, 
but  also  of  the  Judiciary.  Sir,  I  made  no  such 
appeal.  1  did  not  so  much  as  threaten  it.  1  ad- 
mitted. Expressly,  the  binding  autfaoriiy  of  the 
taw.  Bui  lclaimBrigbt,whicb  lever  will  claim, 
and  ever  wilt  exercise,  to  urge,  on  ihia  floor,  my 
opinion  of  Ihe  unconstitutioQality  of  a  law,  and 
ray  reasons  for  that  opinion,  as  a  valid  ground 
for  its  repeal.  Sir,  I  will  not  only  do  this,  I  will 
do  mote.  If  a  law  be,  in  my  apprehension,  dpn- 
gerouB  in  its  principles,  ruinous  in  its  cons^uen- 
ces,  above  all,  if  it  be  u  neon  stitu  I  tonal,  I  will  - 
not  fail  in  every  fair  and  honorable  wav  to  awa- 
ken the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  peril;  and  to 
quieten  them,- by,  tbe  exercise  of  (heir  Conslita-  ' 
libnal  pririlegesj  to  vmdieate  themselves  anf' 
iheir  puiterity  from  ruin.  '    - 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mi:.  Bacon)  was  also 
pleased  to  refer  to  me,  "as  a  man  of  divisions  Bud 
dislinfliona,  waging;  war  with  adverb*}  and  deal- 
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ing  ia  flgures."  Sir,  I  am  lorrjr  that  id;  ho 
able  colleague  shoQld  atoop  ''from  his  pride  of 
place,"  Bt  such  humble  game  &»  my  poor  stjrle 
preseois  to  him.  Cerialnly,  Mr.  Spfakei,  1  can- 
Dol  bill  cDofess  that,  "  tieemiDg  hi^h"  of  the  sia- 
lioD  which  I  hold  ;  BtaDdiDc,  as  tl  were,  iu  the 
awfal  presence  of  aa  assembled  people,  I  am  more 
ihan  ordiaarily  aniious,  on  all  occasioiiG,  lo  select 
the  heal  thoughts  in  my  narrow  storehouse,  and 
to  adapt  to  ibem  the  most  appropriate  dress  ia  my 
iDtelleotUBl  wardrobe.  1  know  not  whether,  on 
this  account,  I  am  justly  obooxious  to  the  asper- 
ity of  my  honorable  colleague.  Bui,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  figures,  sir,  this  I  ioow.  and  cannot  re- 
frain from  asEuriDg  this  House  laat,  as  on  the  one 
band,  I  shall,  lo  the  extent  of  ray  humble  talents, 
always  be  ambitious,  and  never  ceaie  striving  lo 
make  a  d'cent  figure  on  this  floor;  so.  on  the 
other,  1  never  can  be  ambitious,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, shall  ever  strive  chiefly  lo  avoid  culling  a 
figure  like  my  honorable  colleague. 

Thegeiiileman  fromGreurgia,(Mr.  Trocp,)  the 
other  day,  told  this  House  that,  if  commerce  were 
permitted,  such  was  the  state  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, none  but  bankrupts  would  carry  on  trade. 
Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  attained  cor- 
rect information  in  this  particular.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  1  stale  anything  above  the  real  fact, 
when  I  say  that,  on  the  day  this  Legislature  as- 
sembled, one  hundred  vessels,  at  least,  were  lying 
in  the  difiEreut  ports  and  harbors  of  New  Eng- 
land loaded,  riding  at  single  anchor,  ready  and 
anxious  for  nothiog  so  much  as  fur  your  leave  lo 
depart.  Certainly,  this  does  not  look  much  like 
my  doubt  that  a  field  of  advantageous  commerce 
would  open,  if  you  would  unbar  the  door  to  your 
citizens.  That  this  was  the  case  in  Masaachu- 
•etts  I  know.  Before  I  left  that  pan  of  the  coun- 
try, 1  bad  several  appticaiions  from  men,  who 
■tated  that  they  had  property  in  such  siiuaiions, 
and  soliciting  me  to  give  them  the  earliest  infor- 
mation of  your  probable  policy.  The  men  so 
applying,  I  can  assure  the  House,  were  not  bank- 
rupts; but  inlelligftnt  merchants,  shrewd  to  per- 

-eeive  their  true  interests;  keen  to  pursue  tbem. 
The  same  honorable  gentleman  was  also  pleased 
to  speak  of  "  a  paltry  trade  in  potash  and  codfish," 
and  to  refer  to  me  as  the  Representative  of  meo 
who  raised  "beef  and  pork,  and  butter  and  cheese, 
and  potatoes  and  cabt»ges."  Well,  sir,  I  confess 
the  fact.  I  am  the  Representative,  in  part,  of 
men,  the  products  of  whose  industry  are  beef  and 
pork,  and  butter  and  cheese,  and  potatoes  and  cab- 
bages. And  let  meiell  tfaat  honorablegenileman, 
that  I  would  not  yield  the  honor  of  representing 
•uch  men,  to  be  the  Representative  of  all  the 
growers  of  cotton  and  rice,  and  tohacco  and  indi- 

'go,  in  the  whole  world.  Sir,  the  men  whom  I 
represent,  not  only  raise  those  humble  articles, 
but  they  do  it  with  the  labor  of  iheir  owo  bands, 
wiih  the  sweat  of  their  own  browa.  And  by  this, 
their  habitual  mode  of  hardy  industry,  they  ac- 
quire a  vigor  of  nerve,  a  streDRili  of  muscle,  and 

jmirit  of  intelligence,  somewhat  characteristic. 
And  let  me  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman,  that 
the  men  of  whora  I  speak  will  not,  at  his  call,  nor 


at  the  invitation  of  any  man  «r  «et  of  men  from 
his  quarter  of  the  Union,  undertake  to  "  driveoae 
another  into  the  ocean."  But,  on  the  contrary, 
whenever  ihey  once  realize  that  their  rights  are 
invaded,  they  will  unite,  like  a  band  of  broihen, 
and  drive  their  enemies  there. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Johnson,)  speaking  of  the  embargo,  ssid,  that 
this  was  the  kind  of  conflict  which  our  fathers 
waged;  and  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Baooh) 
made  a  poor  attempt  to  confound  this  policy  with 
the  non-intercourse  and  noD-importatioD  agree- 
ment of  1774  and  1775.  Sir,  nothing  can  be 
more  dissimilar.  The  non-intercourse  and  non- 
importation agreement  of  thai  period,  so  far  from 
destroying  commerce,  fostered  and  encmiraged  iL 
The  trade  will)  Great  Britain  was  indeed  volun- 
tarily obsirueted,  but  the  enterprise  of  our  mer- 
chants found  a  new  incentive  in  the  commerce 
with'all  the  other  nations  of  the  globe,  which 
succeeded  immediately  on  our  escape  from  the 
monopoly  of  the  mother  country.  Our  naviga- 
tion  was  never  suspended.  The  field  of  com- 
merce at  that  period,  so  far  from  being  blasted  by 
pestiferous  regulations,  was  eitended  by  the  effect 
of  the  restrictions  adopted. 

But  let  us  grant  all  that  they  assert.  Admit, 
for  the  sake  orargument,  that  the  embargo,  which 
restrains  us  now  from  communicaiion  with  all 
the  world,  it  precisely  synonymous  with  that 
n  on -intercourse  and  non-importation  which  le- 
sirained  us  then  from  Great  Britain.  Suppose 
the  war,  which  we  now  wage  with  that  nation,  is 
in  every  respect  the  same  as  that  wfaich  ouc 
fathers  waged  with  her  in  1774  and  1775.  Have 
we  from  the  effects  of  their  trial  any  lively  hope 
of  success  in  our  present  attempt  1  Did  our 
fathers  either  effect  a  t^bangeia  her  injurious 
policy  or  prevent  a  war  by  non-intercourse  V  Sir, 
they  did  aeithec  the  one  nor  the  other  Her  policy 
was  never  changed  until  she  had  been  beaten  ob 
our  soil,  in  en  eight  years'  war.  Our  faihera 
never  relied  upon  nou -intercourse  and  noa-im- 
portation  as  measures  of  hostile  coercion.  They 
placed  their  dependence  upon  them  toleW  as 
means  of  pacific  irrffuence  among  the  people  of 
that  nation.  The  relation  in  which  this  countfy 
stood  at  that  time  with  regard  lo  Great  Britain, 
gave  a  weieht  and  a  potency  to  those  measnrei 
then,  which  in  our  present  relation  to  her,  we 
can  neither  hope  nor  imagine  possible.  At  that 
time  we  were  Qcr  Colonies,  a  part  qf  her  family. 
Our  prosperity  was  essentially  hers.  So  it  was 
avowed  in  this  country.  Bo  it  was  admitted  in 
Great  Britain.  Every  refusal  of  intercourse 
which  had  a  tendency  to  show  the  itnporiance  of 
these  then  colonies  to  the  parent  country,  of  the 
part  10  the  whole,  was  a  natural  and  a  wise  means 
of  giving  weight  to  our  remonstrances.  We 
pretended  not  to  control,  but  to  influence,  by 
making  her  feel  our  importance.  In  thia  attem|^ 
we  excited  no  national  pride,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  Oiir  success  was  no  national  deg- 
radation, for  the  more  we  developed  onr  resources 
and  relative  weight,  the  more  we  discorered  the 
strength  and  resources  of  the  British  power.     We 
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were  ihen  component  pacts  of  it.  All  tbe  niea- 
sutea  of  the  ColODies,  ■otecedent  to  the  Declara- 
raiioD  of  lodepeDdence,  had  (his  principle  for  their 
buig.  As  such,  n on -im porta tioa  ana  non-intCF' 
coaiM  were  adopted  in  this  counlry .  As  such, 
they  met  the  co-operation  of  the  palnots  of  Great 
Britain,  who  deemed  ihenuelves  deriaiing  from 
none  of  their  national  duties,  when  they  avowed 
themselves  the  allies  of  American  patriots,  to 
drireihroagh  tbe  influence  of  tbe  loss  of  out  trade, 
the  ministry  from  their  places,  or  their  measares. 
TboM  patriots  did  co-operate  with  our  fathers, 
and  that  openly,  in  exciting  discaotent,  under  the 
eff«ci  of  our  non- intercourse  agreements.  la  so 
doing,  ihey  failed  in  none  of  their  obligations  to 
their  Bor ere ign.  tn  no  nation,  can  it  ever  be  a 
failure  of  duty  to  maintain  that  the  safety  of  the 
whole  depends  on  preserving  its  due  weight  to 
everv  part.  Yet,  notwithstaoding  the  natural 
and  little  >Dspicious  use  of  these  instruments  of 
influence,  notwithstanding  the  zeal  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  coincided  with  the  views  of  Congress, 
aoda  mightyiwrty  existed  in  Qreat  Britain, openly 
leagued,  with  onr  fathen.  to  giv«  weitthi  and 
effect  to  their  measures,  liiey  did  not  effect  the 

!Drpose3,  for  which  they  were  put  into  operation, 
'be  Briibh  policy  was  not  abandonea.  War 
was  not  prevented.  How  then  can  any  encour- 
agement he  drawn  from  that  precedent,  16  sup- 
port Us  under  the  privations  of  the  present  system 
of  commercial  suspension?  Can  t,aj  nation  ad- 
mit  that  tbe  trade  of  another  is  so  itnporlant  to 
her  welfare,  as  that  on  its  being  withdrawn,  any 
obnoxious  policy  must  be  abandoned,  without  at 
tbe  sam^  lime  Rdmiiting  that  she  is  no  longer  in- 
dependent? Sir,  I  could  indeed  wish  that  it 
were  in  our  power  to  regulate  not  only  Great 
Britain,  but  the  whole  world,  by  opening  or  clos- 
ing our  ports.  It  woutd  be  a  glorious  thing  for 
oar  country  to  possess  such  a  mighty  weapon  of 
defence.  But,  acting  in  a  public  capacity,  With 
the  high  TespODsibilities  resulting  from  the  great 
iaiemts,  dependant  upon  my  decision,  I  cannot 
yield  to  the  wishes  of  tora-sick  patriots,  or  the 
visions  of  teeming  enthusiasts;  I  mast  see  the 
adeqnacr  of  means  to  their  endi.  I  must  see.  not 
nerelv  toat  it  is  very  desirable  that  Qreat  Britain 
shoold  be  brought  to  our  feet,  by  this  enobargo, 
bat  that  there  is  some  likelihood  of  such  a  con- 
seqaenee  to  the  measure,  before  I  can  concur  in 
ibai  universal  distress  and  ruin,  which,  if  mnch 
longer  oontinued,  will  inevitably  result  from  it. 
Since,  then,  every  dictate  of  sense  and  reffeclion 
con  viDces  me  of  tne  atier  futility  of  this  system,  as 
a  means  of  coercion,  on  Great  Britain,  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  urge  its  abandoamenl.  No,  sir,  not 
even  although,  like  others,  I  should  be  assailed  by 
all  the  terrors  of  tbe  outcry  of  British  influence. 

Really,  Mr.  Speaker,  (  know  not  how  to  ex- 
press the  shame  and  disgust  with  which  t  am 
filled,  when  i  hear  language  of  tbis  kind  cast 
OQ(  apon  this  floor,  and  thrown  in  the  faces  of 
met),  standing  justly  on  no  mean  height  in  tbe  con- 
fidence of  their  countrymen.  Sir,  I  did,  indeed, 
know  (hat  such  vulgar  aspersions  were  circulating 


among  tbe  lower  pituions  of  our  n 


I  knew 


that  sucb  vile  substances  were  ever  tempering 
between  the  paws  of  some  printer's  devil.  T 
knew  that  foul  exhalations  like  these  daily  rose  in 
our  cities,  and  crept  along  the  ground,  just  aa 
high  as  the  spirits  of  lampblack  and  saline  oil 
could  elevate;  falling,  soon,  by  native  baseness, 
into  oblivion,  in  the  jakes.  I  knew,  too,  that  thia 
species  of  party  insinuation  was  a  mighty  engine, 
in  this  quarter  of  the  country,  on  an  election  day, 

Clayed  off  from  the  top  of  a  stump,  or  the  top  of  a 
ogshead,  white  the  gin  circulatea.  while  baroacue 
was  roasiing;  in  those  happy,  fraternal  associa- 
tions and  consociations,  wnen  those  who  speak, 
utter  without  responsibility,  and  those  who  listen, 
hear  without  scrutiny.  But  little  did  I  think, 
that  such  odioni  shapes  would  dare  to  obtrude 
themselves,  on  this  national  floor,  araooe  honor- 
able men; — Ihe  select  representatives,  tne  confi- 
dential agents  of  a  wise,  a  thoughtful  and  a  vir- 
tuous people.  I  want  language  to  express  my 
contempt  and  indignation  at  the  sight. 

So  far  ai  respects  the  attempt  which  has  beeti 
made  to  cast  such  aspersions  on  that  part  bf  the 
country  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I 
beg  this  honorable  House  to  understand,  that  so 
long' as  they,  who  circulate  such  insinuations, 
deal  only  in  generals  and  touch  not  particulars, 
they  may  gain  among  the  ignorant  and  the  stupid 
a  vacant  and  a  staring  audience.  But  when  once 
these  suggestions  are  brought  to  bear  upon  those 
individuals,  who  in  New  England  have  naturally 
the  confidence  of  their  countrymen,  there  is  no 

[lower  in  these  calumnies.  The  men  who  now 
ead  the  influences  of  that  country,  and  in  whose 
councils  the  people  on  tbe  day  when  the  tempest 
shall  come  will  seek  refuge,  are  men  whose  stake 
is  in  tbe  soil,  whose  interests,  are  identified  with 
those  of  the  mass  of  their  brethren,  whose  private 
lives  and  public  sacrifices  present  a  never  failing 
antidote  to  the  poison  of  malicious  invectives. 
On  such  men,  sir,  parlyspiritmay  indeed  (Mst  its 
odious  filth,  but  there  is  a  polish  in  their  virtues, 
to  which  DO  such  slime  can  adhere.  They  aia 
owners  of  the  toil ;  real  yeomanry ;  many  of  ibem 
men  who  led  in  the  cunncili  of  our  country  in 
th«  dark  day  which  preceded  the  national  inde- 

Kndence ;  many  of  them  men.  who,  like  mr 
norable  friend  from  Conueciicut  on  my  lelt, 
(Mr.  Tallmadoe,)  stood  foremost  on  the  perilous 
edge  of  battle ;  making  their  breasts  in  the  day  of 
danger  a  bulwark  for  their  country.  True  it  i*, 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  and  a  much  more  - 
numerous  class,  composed  of  such  as  through  de- 
fect of  age  can  claim  no  share  in  the  glories  of 
our  Revolution  ;  such  as  have  not  yet  been  blest 
with  tbe  happy  opportunity  of  "playing  the  man" 
for  their  country;  generous  sons  of  itlusttions 
sires;  men,  not  to  be  deterred  from  fulfilling  the 
high  obli|atLons  they  owe  to  this  people  by  the 
sight  of  joul  and  oaensive  weapons.  Men  who, 
with  little  experience  of  their  own  to  hoa^,  will 
fiy  to  the  tombs  of  their  fathers,  and  questioning, 
concerning  their  duties,  the  spirit  which  hovers 
there,  will  no  more  shrink  from  maiaiaioiag  their 
native  right*,  through  fear  of  tbe  sharpness  of 
malevolent  tongues,  (ban  they  will,  it  put  to  the 
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trial,  sbriak  from  de{eodJi)^  th«ni  ihrough  fear  of 
the  iharpne.li  of  iheir  enemies'  swords. 

When  Mr.  Q,dinct  had  concluded,  the  House 
adjouropd  nrilhout  (akiof  a  question. 

Thhrbdiy,  December  8, 

On  tnoiioD  of  Mr.  Newton,  (hat  the  uoSnisbed 
basioess  of  yesterday,  depending  at  the  time  of 
adjourDraeai,  do  lie  on  tlie  labTe;  atid  that  tbe 
House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Comitiitlee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  amendatory  bill  authorizing 
tbe  President  (o  employ  an  additional  number  of 
revenue  cullers:  and  the  question  being  take] 
tbereupoD,  it  was  resolved  in  [be  aRirmaiive. 

The  House  accordiDgly  resolved  itself  into  tb 
said  Commiitee;  and,  sfler  some  time  spent  there 
in.  the  bill  was  reported  without  ameodment,  am 
ordered  to  be  eng'rossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-day. 

FOREION  RELATI0H8. 

Tbe  House  then  resumed  the  consideraliou  of 
the  first  member  oftbefint  resolution  reported 
on  Thursday  last  from  tbe  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  which  was  depending  yesietdav  at  the 
lime  of  adjournment,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit  r 

"Raolved.  That  the  United  Statei  cannot,  without 
a  ■■eiific*  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  indgpendenoa, 
iubmit  to  the  late  edicts  of  Great  BrituH." 

Mr,  Est  said  tbmt  it  was  with  much  regret  that 
he  had  seen  the  course  which  the  debate  on  the 
first  resololioD  had  taken  ;  as  tb«  propositions  con- 
tained in  that  resolution  met  his  entire  and  full 
approbation,  he  could  have  wished  that  instead  of 
the  discussion  which  hadtaken  place,  a  silent,  dig- 
nifed  rote,  the  spontaneous  effect  of  feeling  and 
judgment,  had  at  once  passed.  It  would  have 
been  a  better  course,  would  have  had  a  better  ef- 
fect,«nd  kept  the  American  mind  from  tbe  im- 
pression which  the  protraction  of  the  dtscusaioO' 
muct  have  occasioned,  when  taken  in  connexion 
with  (he  subject.  A  view  howeverof  the  embargo 
bad  been  gone  into  in  reaped  to  its  past  eSectsat 
home,  and  its  probable  future  effects  at  home  end 
abroad.  As  (hat  course  lud  been  adopted,  be  said 
ha  should  find  an  apology,  for  the  time  which  he 
ahould  occupy,  in  the  present  eventful  criais,  and 
the  interest  it  universally  excited. 

1  did  myself  believe  (said  Mr.  Est)  that  the 
first  resolution  was  an  abstract  proposiiion.  and  I 
still  think  so,  although  genilemeo  consider  it  spe- 
cial, but  surely  a  special  proposition  may  he  an 
abstract  one.  That  which  1  consider  au  ebsiract 
proposition,  is  one  out  of  which  no  future  legis- 
lative proceedings  can  grow ;  but  I  agree  that  the 
crisis  well  warrants  an  expression  of  the  public 

i  shall  take  op  the  report  and  resolutions  as  a 
■yslem,  not  with  a  view  to  condemn  the  report 
at  all,  for  I  take  it  as  gentlemen  wish  it  lo  be  con- 
sidereit.  I  understand  (be  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Bacon)  as  stating  that  the  com- 
mittee on  our  foreign  relations  bad  said  nothing 
afiheembargo.  Itwasnotnecessary,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(hat  they  ahould,  for  tbe  Embargo  law  continues 


in  operation  until  rq>ealed.  But  surely  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Relations  in  their  resolotions  seem  to  consider  the 
system  wliich  they  recommend,  as  including  a 
continuance  of  the  embargo  ;  and  J  trust  I  meet 
the  commiitee  on  fair  and  firm  ground,  when  ] 
consider  their  assent  to  be  implied  |o  the  contin- 
uance of  (he  embargo,  and  that  it  is  their  opinion 
that  the  measutes  which  they  recommend,  united 
with  the  embaigo,  forni  an  efficient  system  proper 
Tor  the  American  people  to  adopt  at  this  time.  ] 
shall  necessarily  therefore  endeavor  lo  answer 
gentlemen  who  have  considered  the  embargo  aa 
a  wise  measure  for  the  American  people ;  that 
they  are  eumpeteot  to  bear  it ;  and  that  it  will,  ir 
guarded  more  sedulously,  yetwork  out  the  political 
salvBtioD  of  our  land. 

That  the  embargo  is  a  measure  aevereljr  felt  bjr 
our  country  at  large,  and  by  some  portions  of  it 
to  a  very  eminent  degree,  cannot  be  denied.  I 
did  not  expect  (o  hear  its  effects  contradicted; 
but  they  have  been  in  some  measure  softened  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  tbe  committee.  I 
think  the  pressure  of  this  measure  great,  and  ia 
some  places  requiring  all  tbe  exertion  of  patriot- 
ism to  support  it.  And  as  a  preof  of  it,  the  mem< 
berson  this  floor  from  dtffnent  parts  of  the  Union 
have  only  contended  which  section  suffered  most. 
A  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  (^dinov,)  be- 
cause he  eonceivet'  that  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  lost  to  the  Eastern  country  by  the 
measure,  hence  concludes  that  tbe  Eastern  coun- 
try suffers  most.  Thegentlemenfrom  theSouth- 
em  eonotry  say  that  tber  raise  seventy  millions  of 
pounds  of  cotton,  of  which  but  ten  milkions  aie 
consumed  at  home,  and  the  whole  of  the  residue 
remains  on  hand;  and  that  baring  seven-tentbs 
of  tbpjr  produce  uosold,  conceive  that  they  most 
sensibly  feel  the  weight  of  this  affliction  in  their 
country.  A  nember  frpm  Virginia  (Mr.  Rak- 
noLpa)  will  not  yield  the  palm  ofoppresaioD  to 
either.  "1  live  (said  the  gentleman)  in  the  centre 
'  of  thelobaceo  country,  wbetberyoudraw  the  line 
'  from  East  to  West,  or  from  North  to  South.  We 
'  are  not  less  pressed  than  othen,  for  we  have  no 
'  vent  for  ibis  article  so  obnoxious  in  itself,  but 
'  which  tbe  taste  of  mankind  has  rendered  peces- 
'  sarv."    Now,  with  great  deference  to  all  theae 

¥!niIemeo,  I  say  that  my  country  suffers  most. 
he  Southern  country  possesses  its  staples,  which 
but  remain  on  hand;  their  value  only  diminished 
by  the  noQ-eipofi.  Tobacco  and  cotton  loay  tw 
preserved  without  material  injtiry  for  a  lengtb  of 
lime.  We  know  that  at  the  close  of  the  Rero- 
luiionary  war  tobaoco  bore  a  greater  price  than 
previous  to  its  commencement,  and  amply  remo- 
eraied  the  holders.  But  I  represent  an  agri- 
cultural country.  What  can  resuscitate  wheat 
devoured  by  the  fly  1  What  restore  flour  soured 
in  the  barrel'?  Our  produce  perishes,  the  aubjeet 
is  destroyed.  So  far  therefore  as  I  represent  an 
extensive  and  fertile  farming  district,  I  wilt  not 
yield  the  palm  of  pressure  to  the  cotton  and  tobac- 
co country.  So  great  has  been  the  feeling  of  tbe 
people  that  it  has  wrought  a  wondrous  change 
m  ibe  State  which  I  have  tbe  honcH  to  represent ; 
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not  in  isea  who  are  eilher  deluded,  or  deceived, 
as  ioiimated  by  the  gentleman  Tram  Teoaes.'iee, 
(Mr.  Campbell.)  but  men  who,  by  the  pressure 
of  the  embargo  itself,  hare  been  drirrn  to  reilec- 
lioD,  aacl  by  lefleciiou  removed  the  GIm  from  their 
eyes,  aaJ  thereby  seea  their  [rue  interests  more 
distioclly.  ^a  ihe  oourse  of  the  last  Winter,  the 
I^gihlaiure  of  the  Slate  of  Marylaad,  believing 
that  the  Orders  iu  Council  justified  the  embargo, 
aod  that  it  was  a  wise  me^Ufe,  approved  of  it. 
Succeeding  electians  have  taken  placCj  aod'  the 
presml  House  of  Representativ^Iells  you  that  it 
is  most  ruinous  aod  oppressive.  'Such  ceilainly 
■re  its  effects  in  ibe  State  of  Maryland;  and  I 
thoald  illy  (present  my  own  district,  iC  I  did  not 
so  declare.  Gentlemen  will  say 'that  I  should 
rather  be  pleased  with  ihe  change  than  regret  it ; 
but,  so  help. me  God,  Mr.  Speaker^  1  am  much 
less  anxious  what  description  of  citizens  a.dmin-i 
istets  ibe.afikirs  of  the  eounlry,  than  Itial  .tbey 
should  be  well  adminisiercd;  that  it  should  pro- 
tect (he  liberty, givejo  laborits  just  lewatd,  and 
promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  thp  cit- 

Bul  it  is  alleged,  by  the  honorable  cltalroran  of 
the  commjtteei  (Mr.  Cihpbbi,l,)  thai  ibis  ix  a  de- 
ItisioD  i  lliat  th,e  people  do  not  comprehend  tlig 
subject;  furtbat  ilislheOrtferain  Council  which 
have  prodaced  our  emharrasaments,  and  not  the 
embargo.  Here  then,  sir,  1  am  precisely  atjssue 
Hrilli  that  learned  aod  honorable  gentleQian.  I 
eoDIend  ihat  the  pressure  on  the  people  is  caused 
by  tb.e  embargo,  aod  not  by  the  Orders  in  Council. 
However  speculative  theorists  may  reason,  there 
is  ^roof  abroad,  end  stubbotn  facts  to  contradict 
their  reasooiog.  Test  the  market  from  Boston  to 
Savannah,  as  to  the  price  which  you  may  ^et  at 
ninety  days  credit,  the  embargo  being  cootie  ued, 
or  oa  condition  that  the  embarga  be  repealed  in 
thirty  days.  Is  there  do  difference  in  the  price 
duder  these  circumstances?  I  ^o#  well  from 
experience,  and  tba  whole  country  knows,.lhat  if 
the  embargo  be  ngw  taken  off,  the  price  of  every 
species  of  produce  will  rise  fifty  per  ceD(.  The 
depceciation  in  price  (ken  flows  frois  th.e  embargo. 
Remove  it  and  the^  will  give  you  more ;  keep  it 
f>Q  and  tbey  will  give  you  less..  These  are  stubr 
born  facts,  and ,  every  man  who  ha«  gone  U)  the 
market  will  attest  their  correctness.  You  may 
reason  as  yon  please ;  but  there  la  not  a  farmer 
thai  can  be  reasoned  out  of  bis  leoses,  especially 
wben  ihey  are  aharoened  a  little  by  necessity.  I 
bold  these  facts  to  be  more  conelusiya  than  aay 
abctracl  reasoning  to  prove  that  the  embargo  does 
work,  a  dlminolion  .  in  the  value  of  the  articles 
which  we  .baye  for  sale.  If  this  be  Ibe  case,  it 
resuttK,  sir,  that  we  ntust  ascribe  to  the  operation 
of  thalTiieasurelhe  los^our  country  now  so  greatly 
feels.  Onr  citizens  are  not  so  uninformed  as  the 
gttatleman  from  Tennessee  imagines.  He  ihioks. 
and  I  agree  with  hira,  that  the  public  voice  witi 
be  generally  right  wheo-Lhe  people  are  well  in- 
farnaed.  They  haVe  seen  all  the  official  commu- 
nicalioos  which  bave  b;en  published^  and  ate  ccoi- 
petent  to  judge  whether  toe  Orders  in  Council 


had  not  been  laid,  they  would  have  wruughtthat 
effect  which  we  bow  so  sensibly  feel.  Instead 
of  being  deluded,  sir,  their  eyes  are  opened,  and 
the  film  removed  ;  and  they  sec  that  theembargo 
was  not  jusiiSeil  by  necessity,  and  as  far  as  their 
opinion  has  been  expressed,  that  it  was  impolitic 

.  The  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  the  country 
cannot  feel  much  because  it  feeds  well}  but  we 
may  feel  and  feed  at  the  same  lime.  It  is  plenty 
that  we  complain  of.  Our  surplus  is  touched  by 
this  torpedo,  the  embargo,  and  is  thereby  rendered 
uiieless.  But  gentlemen  say  that  if  the  embargo 
were  now  taken  otf,  we  could  out  trade  ;  and  a 
calculation  has  been  entered  into  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  in  opposition  to  one  made 
by  lae  at  tbie  last  session.  1  have  not  seen  Hiy 
calculation  for  mpnttas, sir;  itis  before  the  public — 
the  gentleman's  statement  will  go  to  the  same 
trjbunyl,  and  I  am  williag  to  commit  my  slender 
reputation  to  the  country  &r  ibe  accuracy  of  mine, 
aad  let  the  people  judge  between  ns.  The  gentle- 
inaa  tells  you  that  we  bave  no  commerce  to  re- 
sort to  which  would  he  either' safe  or  profitable, 
(t  is  siteoge  we  cannot  confide  the  deoistoa  of 
this  question  to  commeroial  men — for  what  com- 
mercial man  would  undertake  a  voyai;e  which 
shall  be  attended  with  oeriain  ruin?  J  had 
ibougbt  thai  men  of  great  experience  and  iofor- 
matittn,  and  whose  kjiowledge  was  sharpened  by 
Interest,  niightbe  safely- confided  in.  But  mer- 
chants, whose  habits  of  life  have  led  them  tacal- 
ciilate,  whose  information  extends  to  every  part 
of  the  world,  are  not  to  be. trusted  with  ihe  pro- 
secution of  their  own  interesl,  but  we  must  kindly 
lake  it.  in  hand  for  them'  Sir,  I  contend  that 
commerce  bad  betletbe  left  free  for  merchants  to 
5nd  a  market,  whichevety  oneknows  they  would 
do,  from  their  eagerness  now  to  ship.  If  tbey 
could  notexport  with  safety,  or  piofit,  they  would 
lay  a  voluntary  embargo,  ten  thousand  times  bet- 
ter than  a  coercive  one;  the  very  necessity  of 
coer,cion  shows  that  our  merchants  Would  sail, 
were  it  not  for  the  embargo.  I  cmteod  that 
the  embargo  is  ruinousand.  oppressive.  Need  I 
say.aoyttMag  further  on  the  sut^ectl  Look  at 
the  country.  The  co.urts  of' justice  shut  in  one 
of  the  Southern  States ;  executions  suspended  iu 
a  Slate  coatiguous  lo  ibis ;  and  Maryland  reduoed 
to  the  came,  necessity,  from  the  circumstance  of 
there  being  no  market  for  our  produoe.  9o  great 
is  the  pressure.that  the  people  have  it  not  in  ihelr 
power  to  pay  their  ordinary  debts;  and  bow  elo- 
quent is  the  fact  that  in  a  qkoneot  of  peace  (for 
certainly  there  is  not  war)  ,we  are  compelled  to 
arrest,  the  current  of  justice.  Tbelagtslativeacl* 
depict  thesituaiionof  the  eounlry  more  strikingly 
than  volumes  of  argument.  The  Slate  Legisla- 
tures know  the  inability  of  their  citizens  to  pay, 
aod  bold  out  a  kind  band  to  assist  them. 

In  point  of  revenue  how  does  it  work  1  The 
honDrable.cbairiDaa  of  the  committee,  (Mr.  Ci.hp- 
bbll,)  in  a  speech  of  great  leptrnin^  and  investi- 
saiioa,  told  Us  that  the  Treasury  never  was  more 
futl.  1  wish  the  dDcuineoi& were  before  the  House 
to  convince  us  of  It, .  But  did  an  atomaf  it  Sow 
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in  from  the  operalioo  of  the  embargo?  If  there 
be  such  a  surplus,  it  only  shows  the  bfncGcial 
operation  of  the  ayalem  puraaed  anleriorlo  the 
embargo.  What  is  to  fill  your  Treasury  now,  if 
the  people  canuot  seltlheir  produce?  What  will 
in  this  case  become  of  your  source  of  wealth  in 
the  Western  country?  The  people  cao  neither  buy 
lands,  nor  buying,  pay  for  them.  Where  ia  the 
impost  duty,  which  fias  supported  (he  Qovem- 
ment,  and  suok  to  a  considerable  degree  the  na- 
tional debt?  The  moment  you  preTent  all  im- 
portatton,  there  is  an  utter  extinction  of  impost 
revenue ;  and  at  home  ■  physical  inability  lo  prO' 
duce  any  frgm  the  people  at  large.  We  are  a 
rich  country,  abound  ins  in  'he  necL'siaries  of  life ; 
we  have  tnooey's  Worth,  hut  Do  money.  Nor  can 
our  people  by  any  practical  means  raise  money 
to  defray  the  eipcnaes  of  Stale  Governm 
much  more  of  that  of  the  United  Stales. 
in  the  country,  sir;  I  paanol  collect  my  rents,  my 
neighbors  cannot  sell"  wheat  or  tobacco.  All  is 
Slopped.  I  Bsk  ihen  what  phyt'ical  ability  we  have 
to  discharge  the  Stale  taxes',  or  any  other?  We 
have  no  other  way  of  gettlng'money  but  through 
the  sale  of  our  produce.  Oeutlemeo  say  that  out 
revenue  would  fall  just  as  shori,  supposing  the  em- 
bargo to  he  raised.  TImi  is  begging  the  question, 
air.  They  assume  that  for  a  truth  which  they 
ought  to  prove  in  |he  first  instance.  Leave  com- 
merce open,  and  you  will  soon  have  money  in  re- 
tarn  for  our  produce,  or  that  which  will  procure 
it.  Revenue  is  the  life  of  Government,  and  let 
me  suppose  gentlemen  lo  be  sitting  here  Ihiiteen 
months  hence,  on  the  Grec  of  January,  1810. 
Where  is  your  revenue  then  to  come  from?  Yon 
have  dried  upevery  source  of  the  national  wealth. 
What  must  you  do?  Either'  borrow  or  raise 
money  by  direct  taiaiion.  There  is  no  doubt 
what  must  be  resorted  to;  and  it  was  touched 
with  great  ability,  ilicu^h  slightly  touched,  by  the 

Sntleraan  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  as  to 
e  coDsequences  which  must  grow  out  of  such  a 
Bj'stem  as  direct  taxation.  This  species  of  taxa- 
tion is  not  consonant  to  the  jreoius  of  the  country, 
to  the  habits  of  our  people — it  comes  too  close  to 
the  pocket  of  the  agrioutturisl,  and  is  besides  a 
source  of  revenue  which  ought  to  belong  exclu- 
sively to  the  States.'  IholditasapoliiicaLlruism, 
ihatuponihesovereigniyand  independence  of  each 
State,  an  guarantied' by  the  Constitution,  do  our 
liberties  depend.  I  know  that  some  of  the  ablest 
men  in  America  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  on  this  grouaij;  that  the  Qen- 
era!'Governmcnt  bein^  raised  and  supported  on 
external  matleia  only,  if  the  lime  should  ever  ar- 
rive at  which  foreign  commerce  should  cease,  and 
internal  taxes  be  resorted  to,  ihargreat  would  be  the 
conflict  between  the  officers  of  ihe  Slate  and  Gen- 
eral GoTernments.  which  would  ultimately  end  in 
the  prostration  of  State  rights.  Gcntlemeli  call  the 
embargo,  in  silken  phrase,  a  temporay  suspension 
of  commerce.  I  will  call  ii  by  iis  own  Darae;  it 
is  better  known  to  the  people  by  it.  I  contend 
that  the  embargo  now  laid  is  s  perpetual  em- 
bargo, and  no  member  of  this  House  can  con- 
atitutioDally  say  ix  is  otherwise  ;  for  the  immedi- 


diate  Representatives  of  Ihe  people  have  so  played 
the  gam;  as  to  leave  tke  winning  tramp  out 
of  their  own  bands,  and  must  now  have  a  co- 
incidence in  opinion  both  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  effect  its 
repeal.  If  the  whole  of  this  body  were  to  consent 
(o  a  repeal,  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  yet  the 
President  migl>t  resist  them  both.  Is  there  any 
limitation  to  the  law  on  the  statute  book?  No; 
but  there  is  a  ^werffiven  lo  the  President  to  sus- 
pend it  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  in  the  ereot  of 
certain  contingencies.  Have  ihoiacoatinKeocies 
hsppeneil?  Are  they  likely  tohappen?  No,  sir; 
and  these  are  (he  views  which  1  lake  of  ibe  sab- 
ject.  America,  anxious  to  get  rid  of  this  harden, 
has  proffered  to  take  it  off,  if  either  of  the  two 
belligerenti  would  relax  their  edicts  in  our  faror 
in  Talation  to  such  one,  keeping  it  od  in  relation 
to- the  other.  What  says  the  sarcastic  British 
Miniaier?  Why,  sir,  (hat  they  have  no  cause  of 
complaint ;  that  it  was  laid  by  the  President  «s  a 
preeautionary  measure;  and.  they  were  told  by 
tiur  Mhiister  that  it  was  not  to  be  considered  as 
a  hostile  measure.  What  says  France?  She 
gives  us  no  aaawer,  say  gentlemen.  Aye,  sir — 
»nd  is  that  (rue?  HB,ve  we  indeed  received  no 
answerl  I  think  We  have  one  that  wounds  our 
feelings  as  deeply  as  the'answer  oFMr.  Canning. 
It  is  (he  Fitualion  of  our  Miiiister  abroad,  who 
says  he  dare  not  ask  for  an  answer,  because  the 
asking  it  might  be  injurious  to  ourc-anBe.  What, 
have  we  a  Minister  abroad,  and  is  he  afraid  or 
unwilling  lo  make  a  proposition  (o  the  Govern- 
ment where  he  is  resident?  -  Surely,  sit,  that  state 
of  things  furnishes  as  definite  an  answer  as  any 
that  could  could  be  given.  We  have  no  hopes 
that  either  will  remove  its  tyicts.  Bir,  I  consider 
the  embai^o  as  a  premium  lo  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain.  Gentlemen  say  that  she  is  a  great 
Power,  a  jealous  Power,  and  possessed  of  a-mo- 
nopolizing  spirit.  If  these  views  be  correct,  by 
annihilating  our  commerce,  do  we' not  yield  the 
seas  to  her,  and  hold  ogt  an  inducemeBt  to  her 
forever  to  continue  her  orders  in  force?  What 
prospect  is  there  that  the  enibargo  will  be  retnor- 
ed?  Itcannotnowbe  ^ol  rid  of  by  a  vole  of  this 
House.  We  are  saddled  with  it.  If  we  cast  oar 
eyes  to  proceedings  elsewhere  eon  sri  rati  on  ally 
held  on  the  same  subject,  we  shall  find  that  it  is 
to  remain  still  farther  to  oppress  Btid  burden  the 
people  of  this  country  with  increased  rigor. 

As  a  measnre  of  finance  it  has  laid  the  aze  to 
ihe  root.  The  tree  is  do*n  that  bore  the  golden 
fruii,  and  will  not  again  grow  till  we  ease. our- 
selves of  this  measure.  In  a  fiscal  point  of  view 
I  cannot  then  for  my  life  think  it  a  wise  or'  provi- 
dent measure.  But  as  aprepayalioo-for  war,  it  is 
worse;  because  it  produces  a  deficiency  of 
ihai  out  of  which  war  alone  eaitool  be  sustained. 
Insiead'of  having  money  for  your  surplas  pro- 
,  it  rots  upon  your  hands ;  instead  of  receir- 
ingaregalat  revenue,  we  have  arrested  its  coarse, 
and  dried  up  the  very  source  of  the  fountain. 
As  to  preparation  it  home,  which  is  the  only  pre- 
~~iraiion  contemplaicd  to  make,  what  or  whom  is 

against?    Against  France?  She  cannot  come 
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facte.  Or  against  England,  who,  with  the  mono- 
poly of  commerce  which  you  leave  her  to  enjoy; 
lias  DO  object  furtber  to  annoy  you  1  I  believe. 
*■  a  preparation  for  war,  the  best  expedient  would 
be  to  get  ai  much  tdod^  as  we  could,  lo  send 
out  oar  surplus  produce  and  brini;  bach  the  sup- 
plies'necessary  for  an  army  if  to  bernited  at  all — 
toaTm  and  ditclptioe  ibe'mitiiis.  A  raising  of 
the  embargo  would  be  a  preparalfoD  for  war — it 
trould  bring  us  articles  of  the  first  oecessiiy  for' 

EIds.  But  on  a  eoDtinuaiionof  the  em- 
ings  mnst  proereas  ffora  bad  to  woraff. 
„,  sir ;  1  do  not  now  mean  id  take 
a  CoDstitulional  *ie«r  of  the  subject — but  will 
noi  grntleineD  pause  and  reflitct  od  (he  eoDtinu- 
aoce  of  the  emba^'?  ft  is  well  bnown  that  ths 
Q«neral  Qovernment  g-rew  oui  of  a  spirit  ofcom- 
promiie.  The  great  authors  of  thai  instrument 
were  well  icqaaiDied- with  the  term  ehibargo. 
A  lemporary  embargo,  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
ODl  a  squadron  or  eoDceaiing  an  equipment,  n~ 
well  understood.  But  I  ask  every  lOne  who  bea 
me,  if  aouesttoQ  had  been  agitated  in  conveniiL. 
to  give  Congress  a  power  to'  lay  an  embargo  for 
one  or  two  years,  if  the  Eastern  or  commercial 
States  would  have'egreed  to  it  1  Does  any  man 
believe  it?  No  man' who  knows  the  country  can 
believe  ii.  'With  what  sedulous  aniieiy  did  ihey 
my,  in  a  negative  provision  of  ihe  Constitution 
that  Congress  »hotild  not  lay  an  export  duly. 
'Vou  are  prohibited  the  minor  power  of  taxing 
exports,  aad  yet  you  stop  exports  altogether  for 
an  indefinite  term.  Jt  is  utterly  ineonceiVable.' 
that  (be  Stales  interested  in  commerce  shonld 
have  given  their  assent  to  any  auch  powers  so 
telf-desiructive.  If  they  hud  given  them,  they 
uagbl  to  be  mom  dear;  not  by  implication,  but 
most  manifest.  The  exercise  of  powers  counte^- 
atiliDg  pnneiples  most  dear  to  every  part  of  the 
community,  ought  to  be assnmefl  with  I' 
caution.  Under  that  view,  except  thi 
be  tuost  wise  in  itself,  and  its  effects  must  c 
the  Government  ought  not  to  continue  the 
bargo.  But  why  is  it  lo  be  eonlinued^  W« 
haTC  taken  some  view  of  its  effects  at  home. 
L.et  a*  see  what  effecu  may  be  expected  to  bo 
prtMlnced  by  it  abroad.  An  hoDonble  gentleman 
lold  usan  hundred  milKon*  were  savOd  by  laving 
Ibe  erabargo.  s  silra  nearly  equaj  to  the  whotr 
export!  of  tbe  United  States  fbr  one  year,  exclud- 
ing the  capital  employed.  The  Srsttwoor  three 
■etzures  of  vessels,  sir,  would  have  sent  an  alarm 
abroad,  and  the  danger  bean  so  imninenl,  they 
would  have  volnniarily  retired  from  desiraelim. 
There  are  no  reasonable  data  from  which  to  infer 
that  one  hundred  millions  of  our  property  could 
at  anv  one  tJuie  have  fallen  aprey.  Some  few 
ressels  might  have  been  taken,  hut  the  rest  would 
fasve  escaped  the  grasp  of  the  Power  which  har- 
med then. 

I  will  now  examine  Ihe  character  of  this  mea- 
■are  ;  for  upon  my  word,  sir,  it  seems  a  pgliiical 
Bon-descript,  though  we  feel  lis  effects  so  se- 
verely. The  Preiident  tells  you  it  is  a  measure 
of  precantion  nnly;  and  yet  we  are  (old  by  the 
{eaiiemen  that  it  is  a  speciea  of  war,  which  Amer- 


ica can  best  use  to  coerce  (he  two  greatest  Pow- 
ers  on  the  earth,  commanding  land  and  sea,  to 
truckle  at  our  feet.  I  know  not  how  gendeuieil 
can  place  our  connexion  with  foreign  nations  in 
subh  a  predicament;  wHilst  the  President  offi- 
cially holds  out  to  the  world  that  tbe  embargo 
was  a  peaceful  measure,  gentlemen  now  say  that 
It  is  a  coercive  one,  a  sort  of  quasi  war.  I  recol- 
lect a  gentleman  at  the  last  session  making  an 
eslimaie  of  the  West  Indies  beingworth  an  hun- 
dred millions  lo  Britain,  and  predicting  that  be- 
fore Ihe  measurewas  ninety  days  known  in  the 
'West  Indies,  it  would  bring  that  nation  to  our 
feel,  that  it  would  act  as  a  great  political  lever, 
resting  its  fulcrum  on  Jamaica,  and  move  all  Eu- 
rope to  our  wishes.'  Double  the  number  of  days 
have  elapsed,  and  they  hold  out  insulting  Ian- 
guage.  How  then  can  we  trust  to  the  future 
prediclioas  of  gentlemen  1  Their  error  arises 
from  a  wanrof  knowledge  of  the  country ;  a  little 
experience  is  worth  all  the  theory  in'  the  world. 
In  the  years  lTT4-'5,  an  honorable  feeling  adopted 
a  non-exportation  and  non-importation  agree- 
ment, inore  faithfully  executed  by  patriotism  than' 
any  law  since  made  or  enacted ;  for  every  family 
refused  lo  use  an  article  which  was  not  raised 
within  the  bosom  of  its  owu  country.  Did  it 
produce  stsrvaiioii  in  ihe  West  Indies?  No,  sir; 
the  politicians  of  that  day  did  not  so  calculate. 
They  knew  the  resouroe^  of  those  islauds,  aod 
told  ibem  thai  if  they  would  convert  a  part  of 
their sngar  plantations  into  coroBelds,  they  would 
ni>t  sufief.  We  are  now-  in  the  habit  of  over- 
valuing ourselvCs  and  undervaluing  our  enemies. 
Come'the  day  when  it  will,  we  shall  have  no  ig- 
noble fpes  IS  meet. 

Id  the  Revotulionaty  war  bow  did  EloglftDd 
stand — how  ker  islands  1  For  several  years  she 
was  at  war  with  America,  with  Holland,  with 
SfHiin,  with  France,  whose  fleeis  in  ibe  East  and 
West  indies  were  oftw  equal,  sometimes  supe- 
rior to  her  own,  ^nd  An  armed  neutrality  in  the 
North— during  this  period  a  French  fleet  block- 
aded the  Chesapeake,  and  aided  the  capture  of 
Cornwallis,  and  threatened  the  British  islands— 
but  how  was  this  eonilici  with  the  World  sustain- 
ed 1  Were  the  islands  starved  during  these 
years  1  did  they  fall  1  No,  sir ;  the  British  na- 
tion braved  the  storm,  and  was  only  oonqOered 
by  her  sons — America  was  victorious  and  inde- 
pevdeni;  but  Europe  retired  discomfited.  Sir, 
America  can  again  prove  victorious,  bni  it  must 
be  by  other  measures  than  embargoes — destrne- 
iive'only  at  home  and  without  effect-abroad. 
'  It  is  said  that  one  reason  why  the  embargohas 
not  pressed  so  hard  on  Great  Britain  as  it  might, 
is,  that  it  has  not  been  soiightl-y.drawnas  it  may 
be;  that  our  citizens  have  evaded  itt  Aod,  sir, 
if  I  have  any  geographical  knowledge  of  the' 
ntry,  tighten  Ihe  corjs  as  you  may  by  rerenob 
lers  and  gunboats  an  the  seaboard,  and  col- 
tectois,  and  military  on  land,  ihe^  will  escape 
both,  ioierest,  ever  atert,  will  avail  iiself  of  our 
[tensive  const  and  elude  the  law. 
But,  gentlemen  say  they  are.nol  aeconnlable 
for  Ihe  wlure  in  England,  from  aootber  cr — 
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tk«  language  of  ihe  public  papers  sod  parophleii 
oftheaoii-eaibargoists.  Tbeenenijr,  wcare  lold, 
has  been  induced  to  bold  out  uoder  tbe  idea  ihat 
America  will  yield.  Sir,  would  Great  Briiaia 
ralv  for  her  oracles  on  the  newj^papers  or  pata- 
fAletsofthiicouiiir;?  Have tbosecausen wrought 
on  ber  a  perseTerance  in  her  measures?  I  won- 
der, lir.  that  io  the  anxiety  to  find  eauses,  genile- 
men  aevei  cast  their  eyes  Io  official  doeuments — 
to  a  very  important  Slate  paper  issued  on  this  side 
the  Allantic — saying  that  the  marshals  and  ciTtl 
force  were  not  adequate  Io  enforce  the  embargo. 
When  the  Presideni's  Proclamation  arrived  in 
England,  no  doubt  could  have  remained  of  the 
effect  of  ihe  embargo.  Another  public  record. ac- 
compaoied  ii— an  act  of  one  of  the  State*  arresl- 
iug  execulioDf  for  debt  during  Ihe  coniinuance  of 
lbeemhargo,and  for  six  monlha  afterwards.  Vfilh 
these  public  documents  before  them,  (he  Briiish 
nation  would  be  pore  apt  lo' judge, and  morecor- 
teclljjudge,  of  the  internal  silualion  of  ihecouo- 
try,  than  from  aJl  the  periodical  publications  of 
the  i]ay  put  together.  Pamphlvia  also  bave  been , 
written  in  this  country,  of  which  it  is  uid  the 
British  Ministry  hare  availed  ttiemselvex,  to  in- 
duce their  people'lo  believe  [bat  the  United  States 
mre  not  capable  of  sufferiaf[.~  I  beliere  we  are. 
The  people  of  America  are  as  patriotic  as  any  on 
carlh,  and  will  reanpct  the  laws,  and  must  be  made 
to  respect  thom.  They  will  obey  them  from  prin- 
ciple;  they  must  be  madeto  obey  them  if  ihey 
do  Doi ;  for,  while  a  law  it  in  existence,  it  mu»l 
be  enforced.  But  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
gentlemen  Who  talk  of  opposition  publicatioos  in 
this  country,  as  influencing  Epgland,  should  de- 
rire  all  ibeir  political  data  from  British  newspa- 
per publiceiion*  or  opposition  pamphlets.  British 
oppasitioQ  papers  and  pamphlets  are  with  them 
the  best  things  io  the  world  ;  but  nothing  said 
here  must  be  regarded  there  as  correct.  Ertn 
Mr. Baring  has  beeo  quoted,  who,  isacommissioa 
merchant,  to  the  greatest  extent  perhaps  known 
ID  the  world.  The  Louisiana  purchase  of  fifteen 
millions  was  nothiog  to  him  as  a  commission 
merchant.  The  ne^ t  writer  referred  to,  is  Mr. 
Brougham,  brought  before  Parliament,  to  assert 
ihe  rights  of  a  body  of  merehatits  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  the  Continental  trade.  He  came 
forward  on  t^eir  accouBt,  and  the  fact  was  dem- 
onstrated, Dotwiihsianding  his  exertions,  that  the 
Orders -in  Council  did  not,  but  the  prior  French 
decree*  did.  curtail  that  commerce.  80  the  ma- 
jority thought  and  acted  on  that  supposition.  If 
the  continuance  of  the  embargo,  then,  does  not 

trodace  a  change  in  the  policy  of  Qreat  Britain, 
J  its  operation  on  the  West  Indies,  if  they  re- 
aort  to  docDmenls  in  this  country,  or  even  to 
apeechet  on  ibis  floor,  they  will  probably  continue 
the  conflict  of  suffering  as  long  as  we  are  able 
to  endure  it,  and  continue  our  measures.  For  my 
opinion  is,  sir,  that  tbe  eilent  of  our  seaboard 
affords  such  opportunities  for  evasion,  that, unless 
we  station  cutters  wiihiit  hail  of  each  other,  on  our 
whole  coait,  they  will  not  be  competent  to  carry 
our  lawa  into  effect.  It  will  be  benefiting  the  Bri- 
tUh  colonies  at  (he  expense  of  oui  own  country. 


The  continuance  of  our  measures  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  another  consequeoce,  attended  wiib 
more  serious  mischief  than  ali  others  together^ 
the  diversion  01'  trade  from  us  to  other  cnannels. 
Look  at  both  sides  of  t^e  case.  If  Great  Briiain 
holds  on,  (and  my  predictions  are  not  fulfilled,  oi 
ihe  will  persevere,)  she  will  look  for  other  source* 
of  supply,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  she  may 
not  be  essentially  injured.  She  will  endeavor  to 
arrange  her  sources  of  supply,  so  that  no  one  na- 
tion refusing  to  deal  with  ber  shall  have  it  io  theii 
power  materially  to  impair  her  interests.  As  to 
illon,  large  quantities  of  this  article  were  for- 

erly  drawn  l^om  tbe  West  Indies.  Tbedealrucf 
lion  of  the  sugar  estates  in  SL  Domingo  gave  * 
new  direction  to  cultivation.  They  ceased  to  grow 
in  many  of  the  West  India  islands  that  article 
which  they  formerly  bad  raised  to  a  considerable 
extent,  (cotton,)  and  which,  if  the  iocrcaiied  labor 
employed  in  the  sugar  eftates,  now  adequate  to 
the  supply  of  Europe,  he  not  profitable,  they  will 
again  cultivate.  The  Brazils  will  assist  to  tak« 
a  sufiUcienl  quantity  for  consumption,  (and,  as  well 
as  my  memory  serves  me,  they  produce  seventv 
or  eighty  ihousasd  bags  mnnually;)  and  Soulb 
America  will  add  ber  supplies.  I  erant  that  we 
can  now  undersell  these  countries;  out  I  beggen- 
ilernen  10  pause  bt^ore  ibey  drive  England  into  a 
change  of. commercial  habits,  whjcfa  in  the  hour 
of  future  .peace  may  never  be  fully  restored,  and 
thus  inflict  deep  and  lasting  wounds  upon  our 
prosperity.  Sir,  we  are  told  that  we  are  to  pro- 
duce great  effects  by  tbe  continuance  of  the  em- 
bargo and  ooO-inlercourse  tyith  this  nation.  -  Do 
^nflemen  who  were  in  Ihe  majority  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  embargo  when  laid  (for  L  was  ausioua 
then  that  at  least  foreign  Dations.mighttrameand 
give  us  what  we  wanted  in  exchange  for  our 
product)  recollect  their  argument  agiiott  permit- 
ting foreign  vessels  to  come  and  take  our  produce; 
that  it  was  privilege  all  on  one  side ;  that  it  would 
be  nominal  to  France,  while  Bngland  would  be 
the  sole  carrier?  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  non-inter- 
course systeiQ — how  dties  that  operaiel  France 
has  no  commerce — cannot  come  here — and  (here- 
fore  is  not  injured  by  her  exclusion  from  our  ports. 
It  operates  solely  on  England.  If  the  argument 
was  then  correcE,  to  avoid  the  meaaare  becauae  it 
operated  to  the  sole  benefit  of  England,  whai  *b«ll 
we  think  of  tba  o  on -intercourse  measure  which 
operates  solely  against  her?.  In  a  commercial 
view,  therefore, and  in  poiotarinieTpn,ihiseotia- 
try  will  be  deeply  benefited. by  a  removal  of  tbe 
embargo. 

But,  gentlemen  say  that  tbe  honor  <^  the  coun- 
try is  at  stake;  that  a  removal  of  ihe  embargo 
would  be  submission  to  Great  Britain,  and  sub- 
mission to  France.  How  is  our  honor  affected 
by  removing  ill  Ws  say  we  will  not  tr*de — 
wi<h  whom?  >Viib  themalooe?  No,  air;  tbe  em* 
bargo  says  we  will  not  trade  with  anybody.  All 
nations,  when  they  find  it  convenient,  can  pocket 
their  honor  for  profit.  What  is  it  we  do  for  a. 
license  to  go, into  the  Mediterranean  T  Do  we  not 
pay  an  anoual  ttihuie  lo  Algien  for  liberiv  to  nav- 
■gate  the  tea  safer  frpm  its  corsairs  7  -  Have  we 
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not  an  aadoobted  right  to  DftTigate  ihe  Mediter- 
noeaa?  Surely;  aod  yel  we  pay  annuaUv  a 
tribute  for  per.missioa  to  da  it— and' why  1  Ba- 
cause  the  bafipiness  and  interest  or  the  oaiion  are 

ErOtaoted  by  it.  In  a  mopareliy,  the  Prince  leadi 
is  subjects  to  war  for  the  boirar  of  ^is  mistress, 
or  to  avenge  a  petty  iasuli.  Bat,  wbal  best  ood- 
snlts  the  nunor  of  a  Republican  QoTerDtnentl 
TbosE  measures,  which  .maiatain  the  indepen- 
dence, promote  the  interest, and  secure  the  happi- 
nevsof  the  iDdinduslifotoposIng  it.  .And  that  is 
ibeirneliueofboDorwbich,  if  pursued, Khali  bring 
iriih  it'the  greatest  beneSis  to  tbe  people  at  lar^e. 
I  do  not  know,  sir,  sltictly  speaking,  wfaelfacr  the 
destruction  of  any  commercial  right  isdeitructire 
to  the  independence  of  the  coantry ;  for  a  nation 
may  exist  independent,  nad  the  happiness  of  (he 
people  bq  sFCUted,  without  commerce.  So.  thai 
the  violation  of  comroerciiil  rights  dttes  not  destroy 
our  indepeadencs-  1  ftckoowledge  that  it  would 
«fieel  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  and  retard 
iw  prosperity.  But,  are  not  the  measures  whirh 
have  been  adopted,  submissiotr?    No  train  of  ar- 

fumenl  can  make  more  clear  tbe  fact,  that,  wiih- 
rawiDg  from  ihe  ocean  for  a  time  is  an  abamlon- 
ment,  instead  of  an  assenian,  of  our  rights.  Nay, 
I  think  1  havetheauthtnity  of  the  committee  for 
it  I  for  1  speak  of  suhnKlssion  as  applicable  to  the 
measaie  teeomcDended  bT  'he  commiiiee.  .  Tbey 
•ay,'thal  "a  permaneiit  suspension  Of  commerce, 
'  after  repeated  and  unavailing  .efforts  to  obtain 
•  peace,  would  not  properl  y  be  resisiBBce ;  it  would 
'  be  withdrawing  from  the  contest,  and  abandon- 
'  tag  OUT  indisputable  right  fretly  to  navigate  the 
'  o«eai)."  If  ape^manent  embargo, after  repeated 
offers  of  peace,  would  not  properly  be  resistance, 
btltan  abandonmant  of  our  rigbjs,  is  not  a  tem- 
porary embargo — and  this  ba«  beena  yearcoatin- 
ned— ^n  abandonment  for  the  lime?  Unques- 
tionably  it  is.  So  loog  as  it  continues,  it  does 
abandon  oor  rights.  '  And  now  I  will  show  that 
it  is  BUbmissiot^  and ''not  resistance.  .1  raahitein 
that  tba  embargo,  arded  by  tbe  second  and  third 
resolutions  of  the  committee,  does  Complete  at^ 
abandonment  of  out  maritime  rights,  and  is  a  sub- 
mission to  the  orders  and  decrees. 

Of  what  nature  are  the  rights  in  contest  1  They 
are  maritime  rights,  and  not  territorial ;  and,  to 
be  Dsed,  must  be  exercised  exterior  to  the  limiu 
of  oui  territory.  Whatever  meas ares  are  con- 
floed  within  our  terruorial  limits,  in  not  an  asser' 
lion  or  enjoyment  Of  our  exterior  rights.  Their 
enjoyment. must  be  abl-oad,  eoiisisting  of  the  ac- 
tual use  of  them.  If,  then,  all  oui  measures  be 
eoDfiord  witUn  oOr  jurisdiclLonal  limits,  they 
cannot  amount  to  an  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
exterior  to  thoie  limits.  1  will-  illnstrate  this,  to 
every  man's  comprehension.  There  is  a, street  in 
OeorgetowB,  throogh  which  every  one  has  a  right 
to  pisa~rii  is  a  highway.  A  merchant,  with 
trham  1  have  dealt  for  many  years,  because  Ipur- 
cbase  some  articles  of  another  merchant,  says  I 
shall  not  go  through  that  siieet.  I  cross  over, 
and  his  emmy  says  I  shall  not  pass  by  biro.  I 
retire  kome  and  call  »  consultation  of  my  friends, 
1  tell  them  thai  1  ban  entered, iota  resolutions, 


first,  thnl,  to  submit  to  this  will  be  an  abandon- 


ihwgo  D 


I  will  nei- 
send  to  either  of  their  houses — hare 
rse  with  them.  Well,  w^at  then? 
Why,[wlll  buya  broadsword  and  pair  of  pistols, 
and  lock  my  dour  and  stay  at  home.  And  do  1 
enjoy  my  ^ight  of  walking  the  street  by  making 
myself  a  prisoner  1  Surely  not,  sir.  Now,  this  is 
precisely  our  case,  under  these  resolutions.  We 
say,  t  hit  to  subtait,  would  be  a  wound  on  our  honor 
ami independe>nee.  Wecallaconsbliaiion.  What 
i^the  result  of  it!  We  say  we  will,  hare  no  in- 
tercourse with  the  nations  injuring  us,  nor  with 
any  other;  and,  lastly,  that  we  will  arm  and  de- 
fend ourselves  at  home.  And,  I  ask,  is  this  resist- 
ance? Is  it  an  enjoyment  of  our  tights,  or  a  direct, 
full  submission  7  Is  it  not  an  abandanmeot  of 
thoie  rights  to  which  we  areeulitted  ? 

It  bas  been  said,  that  the  little -portion  of  com* 
tnerce  which  would  remain  unaffected  by  the  bel- 
ligerent edicts,  would  belong  to  us  as  a  boon  from 
England,  were  we  to  prosecute  il.  1  do  nnt  un- 
derstand it  id  this  light.  Our  right  to  navigate 
the  ocean  is  inherent,  and  belong  to  its  as  a  part 
of  our  sovereignty';  but,  when  interdicted  from 
any  one  place,  if  we'go  to  another,  we  certainly 
do  not  accept  that  commerce  as  a  boon.  I  mi^ht 
as  well  say,  if  a  man  interdicted  me  from  going 
down  one  street,  in  QeorgetowD,  that  I  accept  a 
boon  from  him  in  going  down  another.  This  ia 
certainly  not  the  case.  Tbe  trading  to  these  placet 
isexercisiogour  original  right,  nut  interfered  wi  lb; 
and,  BO  far  a*  thnse  orders  and  decrees  do  not  op- 
etaiej  we  could  carry  on  a  legitimate  trade,  flow- 
ing from  our  indisputable  nght,  as  a  sovereign 
nation,  to  navigatti  the  ocean.  Il  does  seem  to 
me  then,  sir,  that  the  residue  of, our  trade  might 
be'carried  OQ  wittiout  submitting  to  the  belliger- 
ent edicts.  But,  an  hooorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
G.  W,  Camtbell)  asked  me,  yesterday,  if  we  were 
to  permit  our  enemies  to  take  any  part,  whether 
they  would  not  Uke  the  remainder  1  This,  like 
the  horse's  tail  iH  Horace;  would  be  ptusked,  bait- 
by  hair,  till  it  was  all  out.  True,  sir,  this  mi^ht 
possibly  happen.  But,wh^i  havene  done)  Why, 
we  have  cut  the  tail  off,  foV  fear  all  the  hair  should 
be  taken  out.  We  have  ourselves  destroyed  all 
that  portion  of  our  trade  which  the  beliigtrents 
have  not  interdicted. 

Taking  the  whole  into  view,  then,  I  think  that 
the'cot^linuattceof  the  embargo,  as  an  assertipoof 
our  rights,  is  not  an  efficient  mode  of  resistance. 
'  Bift  gentlemen. say,  to  a  crisis  like  the  present, 
wbeoeacb  indtviduBl  ought  to  contribute  his  mite, 
it  is  very  easy  to  find  faHitt ;  and  they  ask  fur  a 
substitute,  I  want  no  substitute.  Take  off  tbe 
^mbatga.  That  is  what  I  want.  But  when  called 
upon  in  this  manner,  I  cannot  help  looking  around 
me  to  the  KOurce  whence  I  expected  higher  and 
better  information.'  Tbe  crisis  u  awful.  We  are 
brought  into.il  by  tbe  means  recommended  by 
the  head  of  out  foreign  relations.  I  think  the 
President  advised  ibe.embargn.  If  he  did  not,  he 
certainly  adrised^he gunboats  and  the  additional 
military  force,    la  tbtae  rninor  measures,  which 
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have  been  in  iheir  eoosequeDces  so  iDtereattDg, 
Ibere  was  do  waul  of  advice  or  rebpoDsiblliiy. 
Why  tlieD,  in  this  awful  criEis,  shall  we  doI  look 
to  ihesame  quarter?  Tbet«sponsibili(y  ia  left  on 
us.  We  anii-embargoistsshowihatibiogs  would 
not  hBTe  been  tbus.hid  oar  advice  beeo  tajien; 
and,  not  being  taken,  we  have  little  eucour- 
■igemeni  to  give  more.  Our  advice  is  on  the 
journals.  We  said,  let  us  have  wbat  commerce 
we  can  get,  and  bring  home  reitirns  to  Mingulaie 
our  iudastrj.  1  believe  the  ileeiaraiioas  of  gen- 
tlemen whea  ihey  say  that  ihey  are  Iriendly  to 
commerce;  but  their  fondness  for  it  is  the  embrace 
of  death.  They  say  they  will  prfiect  ii ;  hut  it  is 
strange  that  they  should  begin  to  protect  it  by 
abolishing  it.  1  contend  that  their  measure*  have 
BDt  answered  the  purposes  of  proIectioD,  but  on 
the  contrary  tkey  have  been  prejudicial  to  it ;  and 
I  trust  in  tbeir  candor  that  they  will  join  us  in 
giving  elasticity  to  commerce, and  removing  this 
pressure.  The  interests  of  commerce  and  agri- 
culture are  identified ;  whenever  one  increases, 
the  other  esiends.  They  progress  pari  patsv- 
Look  at  your  mercantile  towns;  and  wherever 
you  find  cue,  like  a  pebble  thrown  into  water,  iis 
tofluence  extends  in  a  circle  more  or  less  remotely, 
over  the  whole  surface.  Ge'ntlemen  from  the  ag- 
ricnltural  country  vote  to  support  comitierce,  be- 
CSDse  it  increases  the  value  of  their  own  product ; 
they  are  not  so  disinlereaied  as  they  suppose,  and 
I  believe  the  belt  way  ii  to  consider  the  two  in- 
■eparable.  As  I  am  at  preseut  disposed,  could  1 
not  obtain  a  total  repeal,  [  would  prefer  a  resolu- 
tion laid  on  the  table  by  a  gentleman'  (Mr.  Mdu- 
roan)  from  one  of  the  largest  commercial  cities 
in  the  Union,  and  who  must  be  supposed  lo  know 
the  opinion  of  commercial  men.  I  can  scarcely 
with  my  knowledge  or  understanding  point  out 
anything  ;  but  if  I  hare  not  capacity  to  be  one  of 
the  in«,lcBn  readily  pcrceiye  whether  the  present 
cystem  be  adequate  or  not.  I  would  let  our  ves- 
aelsgo  out  »rmed  for  resistance  ;  and  if  they  were 
interfered  with,  I  would  make  the  dernier  appeal. 
We  are  able  and  willing  to  resist;  and  wiien  the 
Stomeat  strives,  there  will  be  bnt  ona  heart  and 
hand  throughout  tha  whole  Union.  All  will  be 
American — all  vniied  for  the  protection  of  their 
dearest  rights  and  iniereels. 

Mr.  Lton  opposed  the  report  in  a  speech  of  an 
hour. 

Mr.  Dbbba  said  he  bad  been -particularly  at- 
tentive to  the  whole  of  the  'debates  during  the 
Tery  lengthy  discussion  of  this  important  subject, 
and,  said  he.  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  understand  gen- 
tlemen, or  what  to  conclude  from  tbeir  observa- 
tions. Am  I  (oconclude  that  tbey  are  really  Ameri- 
eaos  in  principle?  Iwishtodoso;  andlhopethey 
are;  but  It  appears  somewhat  doubtful,  or  they 
would  not  tamely  give  up  the  honor  of  their 
country  by  submitting  lo.Krench  decrees  and 
British  Orders  in  Council— that  is,  by  warmly 
advocating  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  without 
proposing  something  as  a  substitute.  Do  senile- 
men  mean  an  abject  acquiescence  lo  those  iniqni- 
tona  decrees  and  Orders  in-Couucil'?  Do  gen- 
tlemen mean  that  that  liberty  anif  independence 


that  was  obtained  through  the  valor 
of  our  ancestors,  should  be  wrested  from  our  hands 
without  a  murmur — that  independence,  in  the 
obiainiog  of  which  so  much  virtue  was  displayed, 
and  so  much  blood  was  .shed  1  Do  they  mean 
that  it  should  be  relinquished  lo  our  former  mas- 
ters wilhout.  a  slrugelel  Qeutlemen  assign  as  a 
reason  why  ihe  emSargo  should  be  removed,  its 
ioefficBcy — that  it  has  not  answered  the  eoQ- 
teiqplated  purpose.  I  acknowledge  that  as  a  mea- 
sure of  coercion  it  has  not-come  entirely 'up  to mjr 
expectations.  It  has  not  been  as  efficient  as  I  ex- 
pected it  would  have  been.  But  what  are  the 
reasons  why  it  has  n'ot  fully  come  np  K>  the  ex- 
pectations of  its  supporters,  as  .a  measure  of  co- 
ercion 7  The  reasons  are  obviooa  to  every  man 
who  is  not  inimical  to  the  principles  of  our  QoT- 
ernnient,  and  who  is  not  prejudiced  against  tb* 
present  Adminlslration.  Was  it  not  for  want  of 
unanimity  in  support  of  the  measure  1  Was  it 
not  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  wantonly. 
shamerally,and  infamously  violatedJ-and  perhaps 
winked  at  by  some  who  are  inimical  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Oovernmettt ;  but  who  have  had  ad- 
dress andingeooity  sufficient  to  procure  themtelvea. 
lo  be  appointed  to  office,  and  in  which  situation 
they  have  obtained  a,  certain 'influence,  and  by 
misrepreseniatioasas  well  as  clamorous  exertions 
have,  in  many  instances,  led  the' unwary  astray, 
and'Caused  the  measure  to  become  nnpopularin 
some  parts-oflhe  country?  By  improper  rep- 
resensations  and  fallacious  etateraent*  of  certain 
prints,  apparently,  and  I  might  add,  uodouhiedly, 
.hoslileio  civil  liberty  end  free  Government,  and 
advocates  of  British  >  policy ;  by  the  baneful  ap- 
position of  British  agents  and  parrisans,  together 
with  refugees  or  old  lories,  who  still  recollect 
their  former  abject  BEaodiag,Bnd  who  have  never 
forgiven  the  American  indcpend^ce,  and  who, 
in  all  probability,  are  doing  all  iu  their  pnwer  at 
this  time  to  assist  their  master-George  the  Third 
in  bringing  about  coloDizaiioo  and  vassalage  in 
this  happy  land — by  keeping  up  party  spirit  to 
such  a  height,  that  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean  was 
led  to  Relieve  thai  be  had  a  most  powerful  Biitisb 
parly  in  the  bosom  of  our  country — and  ih»t,  by 
an  extraordinat-y  opposition  made  to  ihe  embargo, 
we- would  become  reslless,  and  could  not  adhere 
toasuspeDsionofcomraerce — c  oncequ  en  tly  would 
have  te  relax,  and  fall  into  paying  tribute,  under 
the^rdersof  Council,  to  that  corrupt  (jbvemment, 
Britain.  These  are  part  of  the  .rcBsons  why  ibe 
embargo,  as  a  measure  of  coercion,  has  not  proved 
completely  efficacious;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
this  kind  ofconduct,  our  enemies -would  hare  beea 
broughl  to  a  sense  of  justice,  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  di Sere nces would  have  taken  place.  Bf 
this  iniquitous  conduct  they  .have  tried  to  wrest 
from  the  hands  of  Government  an  engine,  the 
best  caLcuiated  of  all  blhers  that  could  haye  been 
imagined,  to  coerce  our  enemies  into  a-^nse  of 
juBiibe,  and  briog'about  recFprociiy  of  enmmerce, 
thai  most  desiTaDle  object,  a  system  of  aU  others 
the  best  suited  to  the  peaceAil  genius  of  oar 
Government.  But  if  Jt  has  not  been  entirely  ef- 
ficaciouiaaa  meaanre  of  coercion,  it  has  been  pnr- 
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liculBilf  setviceable  in  naof  insiBDceB — by  keep- 
iog  usout  of  war,  whicb  Jsat«U  limea  lo  be  de- 
prectied  by  civilized  men,  bf  pmetviag  our  cii- 
izens  from  becoming  TiatiaiB  of  British  tynany 
OQ  bomrd  iheir  war  sliips,  and  securing  aa  im- 
meaie  amounl  of  Americaa  property,  ibit  was 
aailiog  on  ihe  oceao,  Buppo^ed  to  amount  in  value 
to  beiweea-  siity  aad  a  bUQdred  millioD  of  dol- 
lars, the  priocipai  part  of  which  would  inavtlably 
baFefalleD  inloiheToraciouajawsof  ihemonsier 
of  tbe  deep,  of  iqio  the  iron  grasp  of  the  tyrant 
rj^poleon — by  which,  if  we  are  involved  in. war, 
We  have  preaetved  llie  leading  sinews,  wealth; 
and  abovE  all,  for  preveotiog  iia  from  becoming 
tribmary  to  those  piratical  depredators,  whose  In- 
eritable  detemusatioD  is  to  monopolize  the  whole 
trade  of  the  world,  by  which  they  rob.  us  of  our 
■ofaeient  rights.  If  geoiteinen  h&d  corae  forward 
with  ptoposiiioua  to  adopt  aayibtDg  as  a  substiiuie 
for  tbe  embargo,  [hat  would  bare  prevented  us 
from  the  degradation  of  submi&sirfo,  or  from  fall- 
ing into  tbe  bands  of  idose  (BonMers  of  iniquity, 
they  DO  doubt  would  haveinel  with  support.  The 
friends  of  ibis  tueasure  are  not  so  parlicalarly  at- 
tached lo  ii,  but  what  ihey  would  willinaiy  ei- 
ehsB^e  it  for  one  that  was  iesaso;'e]y~felt,r«sop- 

Eressivc,  and  one  that  would  preserve  Daiiooal 
.oeot,aDd  biingaboat  aiedreioafgrierBDces;  as 
it  was  with  extreme  regret,  that  they  bad  to  resort 
to  the  meainre  of  the  embnTgo,  and  which  could 
only  be  warranted  by  the  neceasity  of  the  sase. 
I  am  as  aaxious  for  the  repea}  of  the  embargo,  as 
aDygvoilemaatn  this  House,  or  jurhaps  any  man 
oo  the  coDiinent,  wh»never  it  can  be  done  eon- 
sistent  with -the  b«nor  and  welfare. of  the  nation. 
Tbe  citixens  of  Ksniueky,^ho(D  I  have  the  honor 
to  repreBeDt,.feel  its  effects  in  common  with  tbeu 
fellow  men  throughout  the  continent;  but  their 
Htuioiisca  is  such  that  they  bear  it  with  cheer- 
ftilneis,  and  magoanimiiy,  and  very  justly  con- 
sider it  Bs  a  preventive  of  greater  evils.  1  think 
that  antro^rade  step  at  ihib  time  would  have  tbe 
appearance  of  aci}uie«cence,  and  be  CBlcutated  to 
nkark  the  Governqieai  with  pusjUaniiiHtyi  there- 
fore I  deprecate  war,  believing  as  I  do,  thai  in 
a  Oovernment  conslraeted  like  ours,  war  ought 
to  be ibe last  alternaiive,  SOBS  lo preserve  national 
faooor.  As  SDcb  it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  lo 
adopt  something  like  the  second  resolution  thqt 
is  under  consid  era  lion,  which,  in  addition  to  tbe 
embargo,  would  amooot  to  a  complete  oon-inter- 
coursc — which  if  systematically  adhered  to  must 
produce  the  desired  efiVct.  if  it  should  nut,  it 
ivill  at  least  give  time  to  make  preparations  for  a 
more  eoergelic  appeal,  which  may  probably  have 
CO  be  tbe  result.  But  let  it  not  be  underatood, 
becanse  I  am  for  avoiding  war,  as  Long  as  it  can 
be  avoided  uponlionorable  terms,  (bat  I  am  against 

goin^  to  war.  when  it  becomes  actually  necessary. 
To,  sir,  my  life  and  my  property  are  at  all  times 
at  m^  country's  command,  and  1  feel  no  beBita- 
tiotiinMyinglhat  ihecitizensof  Kenluck},  whom 
I  bare  the  honor  to  represent,  would  step  forward 
frith  alacrity,  and  defend  with  bravery  that  inde- 
pendeoce  is  wbicb  they  glory,  and  in  tbe  obtain- 
ing of  which  some  of  the  best,  blood  of  their  an- 


cestors was  spilt;  for  the  degradation  of  tribute 

they  would  spurn  with  mRnly  indignation.  I 
would  even  agree  lo  go  further.  From  my  pres- 
ent impression,  I  would  agree  to  a  recall  of  out 
Ministers  from  both  England  and  France,  and  to 
a  discharge  of  theirs;  and  have  no  intercourse 
with  the- principal  belligerents  unlil  they  learned 
to  respect  our  rights  as  an  independent  nation, 
and  laid  aside  thai  dictatorial  conduct  which  has 
for  years  been  characteristic  of  those  European 
despols ;  for  I  am  almost  oertain,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  that  our  Ministers  in  neither 
England  noi  France  can  do  us  any  possible  ser- 
vice, and  that  their  Ministers  here  can,  and  in  all 
probabiliiydo  a  great  deal  of  harm,  by  fomeuiing 
division  and  keeping  up  party  spirit,  at  a  time,  loo, 
when  unanimity  istif  the  utmost  consequence. 

Ak  to  our  commerce  being  driven  from  the 
ocean,  I  am  not  disposed  to  lake  a  lengthy  retro- 
spect, or  to  ezaniine  minutely  |a  order  to  discover 
which  of  our  enemies,  England  or  France,  was 
ibe  Qrst  aggressor ;  it  is  sumcieat  far  me  that  bolb 
France  and  England  have  done  nearly  all  in  iheir 
power  to  harass  and  oppress  us  in  every  imagi- 
nable way.  1  am  not  (he  apologist  of  either 
France  or  England.  I  am  an  American  in  prin- 
ciple, and  I  trust  whenever  ii  is  ihau^ht  necessary 
to  call  my  energiesinio  action  I  shall  prove  myself 
to  be  such,  by  defending  and  protecting  therigbCs 
and  independence  of  my  own  country,  from  any 
encroachments,  let  them  come  from  what  quartet 
they  may.  -  By  those  iniquitous  decrees  ofFraocb 
all  vessels  bound  to  or  from  England  are  deemed 
lawful  prize,  and  if  spoken  by  an  English  ship 
they  were  condemoed  in  tbe  prize  courts  of  France. 
When  a  ship  arrived  in  any  of  the  French  ports, 
bribery  and  corruption  was  practised ;  in  oruer  to 
succeed  in  her  condemnation  a  separate  .exami- 
nation of  the  crew  would  be  resorted  to.  as  lo  the 
events  that  happened  on  the  voyage ;  offers  made 
of  one-third  of  ihe  ahin  and  lading  as.  their  portion 
of  tbe  prize  money,  it  they  would  give  ioforma- 
lifia  of  tbeir  vessel  having  touched  at  any  of  the 
ports  of  England,  or  Ibat  any  Englisb  cruiser  had 
visited  her  on  tbe  voyage.  Consequently,  by  the 
French  decrees,  all  property  afloat  belonging  to 
the  Americans  was  liable  to  seizure  and  condem- 
nation. Are  gentlemen,  possessing  tbe  feelings 
of  Americaiis,  prepared  to  .submit  to  such  degra> 
dalion  1  Are  they  prepared  to  say  tbe  embargo 
shall  be  raised,  while  our  commerce  is  subjected 
to  this  kind  of  depredation  7  I  Irust  not. 
As  respects  ihe  British  Orders  in  Council,  all 
mericao  vessels  bound  lo  French  potts,  or  to 
,y  of  the  allies  of  the  French,  are  considered 
good  prize  in  the  courts  of  Britain.  England  sayi 
ypa  must  not  carry  oo  any  trade  to  any  of  the 
places  that  I  have  interdicted,  without  obtaining 
my  leave — pay  me  a  duty,  and  then  you  shall  be 
permitted  to  go  to  any  port— by  paying  me  a  trib- 
ute you  may  trade  lo  any  port  you  please.  De- 
grading to  freemen  !  Britain  in  her  goodness 
says,  you  shall  have  the  liberty  to  bring  dour  from 
tbe  United  Siaie*  of  America  to  England,  land 
it,  and  re-export  it,  by  paying  two  dollars  on  every 
barrel  into  my  coSers.    On  cotton,  whichis  cet- 
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tainlf  ■  very  importatn  article,  a  dulf  is  charged 
on  ii9  eiporraliuD  of  about  nine  pence  per  pound 
sterling  i  nearly  equal  (a  the  full  ralue  of  thai 
article  In  the  parts  of  America,  where  is  is  raised, 
ciclusiTe  of  the  im|>ort  duty,' which  is  twopence 
in  the  pound.  Therefore,  if  our  traderi  wish  to 
go  ID  the  Contitieut  of  Europe,  the  condition  is, 
a  tribute  must  be  paid  nearly  equal  (o  the  tbIuc 
of  the  careo,  exclusive  of  the  insurance  and  rkk. 
If  I  mistake  not,  about  two  thirds  uf  the  cotton 
exported  from  this  country  is  made  u&e  of  in  Eng 
land  ;  on  the  balance  a  tribute  must  be  paid  of 
about  nine  pence  slerlins  [>er  pound,  which  is 
about  twenty  millions  or  pounds — on  a  calcola- 
lion  thesuraswill  hefound  to  be  enormous — purely 
for  the  liberty  of  selling  cotton  ;  as  also  high  and 
oppresFtfe  duties  oDOlheiBrlictes.  If  these  imposi- 
tions are  :^ubmtited  to,  I  pronounce  your  liberties 
gone — irretrievably  lost — a  blot  made  in  the  Amer- 
ican political  cbaroctcr,  never  to  ba  obliterated. 
No  man  possessing  an  American  heart  will  sub- 
mit to  the  degradation  of  paying  tribute  to  any 
nation  on  earth,  nor  suffer  the  freemen  of  Amer- 
ica to  be  taxed  without  their  consent.  Will  gen- 
llenien  say  the  enibargo  Jaw  mutt  be  repealed, 
and  suffer  our  commerce  to  Qow  in  it.>;  usual  chan- 
nel, while  the  decrees  of  Prance  and  the  British 
Ordi^rs  in  Council  are  enforced,  by  which  Ihey 
would  not  only  be  liable  lo  seizure  and  condem- 
nation, but  what  is  more  degrading,  pay  a  tribute 
of  many  millions  of  dollars  auuually,  (00  degra- 
ding to  bethought  of  wlthpatiencel  We  received 
liberty  in  its  poriiy  from  out  heroic  ancestors — it 
i*a  duty  incumbent  on  11s  to  transmit  it  to  poster- 
ty  onsullied,  or  perish  in  the  undertaking. 
.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  people  of  the< 
East  would  DOl  bear  the  continuance  of  the  em- 
bargo any  longe'r — that  they  would  force  their 
way  in  trade;  Einling,  I  presume;  Ihanhey  would 
openly  rebel  against  your  laws  if  they  wore  not 
allowed  to  pursue  their  usual  course  in  commerce, 
by  which  tbev  subscribe  to  those  nefarious  Orders 
in  Couucil,  wiiich  is  tribute  of  the  most  degrading 
kiod.  Who  are  these  [leople  of  the  East  that 
have  the  hardihood  to  insinuate  anything  like 
rebellion  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  Ihat 
would  wish  to  degrade  themselves  so  far  as  to  pay 
tribute  1  It  cannot  be  the  descendants  of  the  he- 
roen  of  '7S,  that  bravely  stepped  forth  and  fought 
against  B  tyrant  for  liberty  !  It  cannot  he  the  de- 
scendants of  those  brave  fellows  that  struggled  on 
the  brow  of  Bunker's  Hill  for  independence!  No. 
It  must  be  thedescemiaatsofrefugeesorold  lories, 
or  otherwise  it  must  be  British  agents  or  parti- 
aans;  for  no  man  possessing  the  feeling  that  an 
American  ought  to  feel,,  would  throw  out  such 
threats,  or  degrade  himself  by  coming  under  trib- 
ute. If  patriotism  has  left  the  land  of  freedom— 
if  it  has  taken  its  Sight  from  the  mild  and  peace- 
ful shores  of  Columbia — if  foreign  influence  and 
corruption  has  extended  itself  so  far  that  the  peo- 
ple are  disposed  to  rebel  against  the  Ooveroraenl 
of  their  country — if  the  dissemination  of  foreign 
gold  has  had  the  banefol  effeci'of  suppressing  all 
noble  and  patriotic  aentiments,  it  is  indeed  time 
that  foreign  inteicourse  should  ceaie.  If  the  spirit 


of  commercial  speculation  and  cupidity  had  aur- 
mounted  all  palrioti^m,  it  is  time  that  more  eo- 
ergetic  meayures  should,  be  resorted  lo,  in  order 
that  the  chaff  might  be  separated  from  the  wheat ; 
in  a  word,  that  traitors  might  be  kaown. 

Mr.  Nelbon  said  it  was  with  very  considerable 
reluctance  that  he  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks 
oD  this  subject,  after  the  very  lengthy  and  rerj 
eloquent  discourse  of  the  genilemBD  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Ker.)  I  did  not  intend,  said  lie,  10 
have  troubled  the  House  upon  this  question;  bat 
as  I  am  a  man  who  generally  speaks  off-hand,  il  if 
necessary  for  me  to  answer  the  arguments  olanr 
gentleman  promptly,  if  1  intend  (o  do  it  at  all. 
For  this  reason  1  rise  to  do  away  some  false  im- 
pressions which  may  have  been  made  by  the  gen- 
ileman's  eloquence  on  the  House,  and  on  the  by- 
standers, in  (be  galleries,  for  I  must  say  that  his 
speech  Was  better  calculated  for  the  gallerieii  than 
for  the  sober  members  of  this  House.  The  gen- 
tleman commenced  his  argument  with  staling, 
what  I  do  not  believe,  with  due  submission,  is 
true  in  point  of  fact,  that,  although  at  their  last 
seuion,  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  passed  reso- 
lutions approving  the  embargo,  yet  another  elec- 
tion having  taken  place,  ihe  present  JLegislaturff 
have  passed  contrary  resolutions. 

Mr.  Key  said  he  had  spoken  of  the  Hoiue  of 
Rppresenialives  of  Maryland,  and  not  of  the  Le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  Nelson  said  ih^  Hnuse  of  RepresenfaiiTei 
have.  10  be  sure,  passed  resolulions  bottomed  oa 
the  same  principles  as  those  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman himself  has  spoken,  and  which  I  nave 
heard  echoed  in  iheelectianeering«ampaign  from 
almost  every  stump  in  the  district  in  wbicb  1  live. 
Whilst  the  gentleman  was  on  this  subject.  I  with 
be  had  told  us  of  the  philipic  these  resolatioa* 
got  from  the  Senate  of  Maryland.  The  fact  is  not, 
as  I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say,  thai  (he  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland  have  passed  resolutions  di>> 
approving  the  measures  of  the  GoTernmeal.  Bat 
the  genilemiD  iniinales  that  the  pontics  of  Ma- 
ryland have  undergone  a  great  change,  and  that 
tne  party  formerly  uppermost,  is  now  under.  Sir, 
the  question  which  turned  out  the  old  ineinbera 
of  ihs  Legislature  in  the  cooniy  where  I  live, 
WBs  not  the  embargo  system,  but  a  question  as  to 
a  Stale  law.  The  miliiia  srstem  was  ibe  itum- 
bling-blockwhichcaused  manyoftheald  members 
to  be  turned  out,  nnd  thus  the  opposite  party  got 
the  BscendcDcy  in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland.  But,  since  ihal  election,  another  has 
taken  place  far  members  of  Congress ;  and  how 
has  that  turned  out  7  Why,  sir,  that  gentleman 
and  two  other  anii-embargoisi^  are  elected^  whilst 
six  men,  who  have  alwaya  approved  of  it,  are 
also  returned;  making  !fiz  to  three.  Does  this 
prove  a  chaogel  No,  sir.  But  we  have  had  ano- 
ther election  since  that.  Out  of  eleven  electors, 
nine  men  are  returned  as  elected  who  have  ap- 
proved this  system  of  measures.  Does  this  prove 
that  the  embargo  was  the  cause  of  the  change  of 
the  politics  of  the  Maryland  Legislature  1  I  ihink 
not,  air. 

But  tbe  geatleman  haa  said  titat  tbe  embargo, 
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and  not  (be  Ordrn  in  Council  and  decrefea,  hai 
desiTOfcd  the  commerce  of  tbia  couoiry.  1  do 
not  know,  Bfiei  all  tha  arguments  which  1  bare 
heard,  if  the  genilemaD  lixteoed  wiih  the  samo 
attentioD  as  I  did,  how  he  could  make  inch  ao 
aasenion.  When  our  porti  are  blockaded;  and  all 
the  world  ii  against  ds,  to  that,  if  the  embargo 
was  raised,  we  could  go  nowhere  witb  perrect 
freedom,  can  gentlemea  sa^  tiiai  the  embargo  ban 
rained  our  commerce  1  Is  i[  not  these  acta  which 
bare  shut  uaout  from  a  market?  The  scntle- 
man  sa.^  we  may  trade  to  England.  Yea,  sir, 
we  may,  provided  we  will  pay  all  such  duties  an 
■be  chooses,  and  go  nowhere  else.  And  would 
tiDt'the  doing  this  place  us  in  precisely  the  same 
■ituatioa  as  we  were  in  before  the  ReToluttoo  1 
England  says  we.  may  trade  with  her,  paying 
heavy  import  and  exportdutiea,  but  saya  we  shall 
go  nowhere  else.  .  If  you  go  anywhere  elie,  she 
aaya  you  shall  go  by  Kogland,  take  a  lioenie,  and 
pajr  a  doty,  and  then  you  ipay  trade.  Is  it  to  be 
•upposedlhat  the  people  of  tbe  United  States  will 
agree  to  this  J  Are  they  reduced  to  that  situa- 
tion, that  they  will  become  the  rassala  of  a  for- 
eign Power— for  what  ?  Why,  sir,  for  the  pro- 
iieculian  of  a  trade  with  that  foreign  Power,  who, 
if  her  present  impositions  bs  submitted  to,  may 
cat  np  our  trade  in  arty  manner  she  pleases ;  for, 
through  our  trade,  she  will  raise  a  revenue  to  al- 
most an  pqual  amount  witb  the  value  of  your 
irbole  produte  car  tied  bence.  She  levies  a  high- 
er tribute  on. some  arttclea  than  the  article  itself 
IS  urortb,  and  this  trade  the  gentleman  wants  to 
pursue.  He  wants  no  substitute ;  "  take  oS  the 
•labargo,"  says  he,  ''and  let  us  trade."  Sir,  if  we 
coold  trade  upon  equal  terms,  I,  too.  should  say, 
"Uke  ofi  the  embargo,  and  let  us  tjade."  But  if 
we  cannot  trade,  except  under  the  license  of  a 
forrisn  Power,  1  say  it  would  be  ruinous  to  u-<. 
And  Das  it  come  to  this,  fur  all  the  arguments  go 
to  tbi^  that  the  American  people,  fur  the  sake  of 
pounds,  !biiliogs,and.  pence,  foi^he  sake  of  hoard- 
ing up  a  Tew  peace,  are  to  give  up  their  independ- 
.eQCe,Bnd  become  vassals  ol  Bogiaad  and  Prance? 
I  hear  nothing  Irom  tbo  gcnilemaD  about  the 
honor  of  the  natioa.  It  would  appear  as  if  gen- 
tlemen 00  the  other  side  or  the  House  are  willing 
loiell  ibpir  country  if  they  can  put  money  in 
(heir  pocket.  Take  off  the  embargo,  (hey  civ — 
for  what?  money.  Pay  tribute— for  what?  mo- 
ney. Surrender  your  independence — for  what*? 
all  for  money,  sir.  I  trust  the  people  have  a  dif- 
ferent feeling  from  these  gentlemen.  The  peo- 
ple love  money,  sir;  but  they  love  liberty  and 
independence  much  better.  If  money  had  been 
the  sole  objecf,  the  Revolution  would  never  have 
happened  ;  and  if  that  be  our  sole  object  now,  the 
blood  spilt  and  money  speol'in  our  Revolution 
wan  all  i;i  vain.  But  the  gentleman  says,  that 
our  honor  is  not  eoncerned ;  that  Republics  have 
DDOe;  that  their  honor  is  to  pursue  (list  course  by 
wbieh  ihey  can  make  the  most  money. 

Mr.  Kbv  aaid,  that  he  did  not  say  that  the  honor 
of  the  nation  was  money  j  hut  that  the  line  of 
eonducl  was  most  bonorable  which  best  secured 
the  happiness  and  independence  of  the  people. 


Mr.  Nelbon.— 1  ask  pardon  of  ihegentleinaD, 
if  I  misrepresented  him ;  because  the  gentleman's 
argument  was  quite  vulnerable  enough,  without 
ray  makinj  il  more. so  than  it  realty  was.  I  did 
Ondersland  the  gentleman  to  say,  andbad  be  not 
contradicted  me,  should  still  believe  so,  that  the 
honor  of  the  Republic  ia  precisely  (hat  which 
brings  the  most  rtches  to  the  nation.  But  I  ask, 
whether  the  Hoe  of  conduct  recommeaded  by  that 
ganllemao  be  such  a  one  as  would  be  proper 
to  secure  and  lake  careof  the  iodepeadenceof  the 
people?  Is  it  to  secure  the  independence  of  the 
^ople,  to  BuRer  a  foreign  nation  to  impose  upon 
them. any  terms  which  it  thitiks  proper?  Is  it 
for  the  honor  or  happiness  uf  ibis  nation  that  we 
should  again  passuoder  the  yokeof  Great  Britain? 
Is  it  for  tbe  honor  of  the  nation  to  remove  tbe 
einbargo,  without  taking  any  other  measure,  and 
to  bear  witb  every  indignity  ?.  No,  sir;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  tells  you,  "  tike  off  the  embargo,  I 
want  no  substitute."  1  did  not  suppose,  sir,  that 
gentlemen  who  oppose  our  measures  (for  I  have 
great  charily  fbr  them)  would  opeoljr  tell  us  to 
takeoff  the  embargo,  and  trade  as  foreign  nations 
chooKe  to  dictate. 

But  the  gentleman  talka  about  tbe  pressure  of 
the  embargo.  That  it  does  press  hard  is  beyond 
doubt..  It  is  an  evil  thing  in  itself;  something 
like  tha  dose  a  doctor  gives  us  )  it  is  a  disagree- 
able thing  in  itself,  but  it  cures  your  complaint. 
Thus  the  embargo  is  a  disagreeable  thing ;  but  if 
we  swallow  it.  however  disagreeable,  it  may  brii^ 
the  political  body  to  health.  The  gendemaa 
gilds  the  pill  he  would  give  us ;  but  it  is  a  slotr 
poison  that  would  oreep  upon  us,  and  bring  on  a 
dialemper  heretofore  unknown  to  us,  tbat  sooner 
or  later  would  carry  us  to  the  grave.  We  take 
offxke  embargo,  and  trade  OQ  their  terms;  what 
will  be  the  consequence  ?  Will  they  not  foraver 
hereafter  compel  us  to  trade  as  they  please  1  Un- 
questionably. And  is  it  not  better  to  submit  to 
some  inconveniences,  eventually  to  insure  a  free 
trade? 

The  gentleman  says  that,  if  produce  he  offered 
for  sale,  on  condition  that  tbe  embargo  he  raised, 
it  will  bring  a  higher  price  than  if  on  a  certainty 
that  the  embargo  is  to  be  continued.  No  doubt, 
air,  when  the  embargo  is  taken  off,  a  momentary 
spur  will  be  given  to  exportation  ;  but  how  long 
willit  continue?  It  will  last  hut  a  very  few 
weeks.  Produce  will  soon  be  reduced  to  its  proper 
level  in  the  market.  Take  flour,  for  instance,  (he 
principal  article  raised  for  eipottation  in  tlje 
gentleman's  district  and  mine.  It  would  rise,  on 
a  removal  of  tbe  embargo,  to  ten  or  twelve  dol- 
lars; and  how  long  would,  that  price  last?  It 
would  he  a  thing  of  a  day,  and  to  the  people  who 
live  in  our  districts  of  no. sort  of  consequence ;  it 
would  beof  no  benefit  but  to  those  Who  have  flour 
at  the  market ;  to  tbe  merchants  who  have  bought 
it  up  at  a  low  price. .  Before  (he  honest  farmer 
can  bring  his  produce  to  market,  the  fireat  price 
will  be  all  over  ;  and  (bough  no  embargo  affects 
i(,  will  he  down  to  its  present  price,  of  four  or  five 
dollars;  so  tbat,  although  a  removal  of  the  em- 
bargo would  reduce  the  price  of  produce  at  first, 
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I  csaaol  see  hnw  geDltemeQ  wonld  mike  ihat  a 
argumenl  for  taking  off  t  be  embargo.  Iflbegei 
lleman  can  show  ihat  I  be  price  will  conlinue,  an 
that  we  cSD  traffic  without  dishonor,  then,  si  , 
would  I  cordiBlly  join  bands  wiih  hior,  to  lake 
off  the  embargo. 

But  the  gentleman  says,  thai  the  pres: 
very  greai  that  some  of  the  Stales  bave  passed 
laws  For  suspendiD^  exeentjuns.  1  know  not  what 
has  been  done  in  other  States  on  (his  subject,  ncr 
what  bas  been  done  io  nif  owit.  If  the  genile- 
man  faa«  any  information  on  the  subject,  I  should 
like  to  bear  Ji.  A  bill  was  before  the  House  of 
Delegates  for  that  purpose,  but  I  did  trust  in  Giod 
that  it  would  ba  unanimotisiy  rejected,  Tht 
■uch  a  law  would  pass  in  Maryland  1  neter  ha 
an  idea,  because  it  is  totally  uuuecessafy.  Ther 
ve  fewer  men  couHned  in  jail  for  debt  on  ibi 
day  than  there  ever  were  before  for  sixteen  yeai 
that  I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  the  taw  i 
that  State.  No  man  has  gone  to  jail  but  those 
who,  to  use  an  emphatic  expression,  have  broken 
into  jail,  who  were  too  Idle  to  work  to  pay  their 
debts ;  wbo  would  get  a  friend  to  put  them  into 
jail,  if  they  could  gel  no  olber;  and  who  slay 
there  awhile,  and  then  come  out  new  men.  This 
being  the  case,  there  eaa  be  no  reasoa  for  shut' 
ling  the  courta  of  justice  fbere. 

On  the  subject  of  reveiiue,  I  can  only  say  thAt, 
al  present,  there  appears  to  be  no  deficiency  ot 
money  in  ibe  Treasury.  It  ij  very  certaia  that, 
if  this  embargo  and  non-intercourse  system  be 
oontinued  long,  out  Treasury  will  run  short,  and 
we  shall  Lave  no  means  of  nlling  it  but  by  loaDs 
or  direct  taxation.  Bat  I  trust  and  hope  loat  be- 
fore the  money  already  in  the  Treasury  ii  fairly 
expended,  if  we  pursue  ooi  object,  we  shall  get 
over  our  embarrassments.  Rather  than  numue 
this  subject  much  further.  I  would  not  only  arm 
our  merchantmen  at  sea,  out  our  citizens  on  the 
land,  and  march  to  the  North  aad  East,  and  see 
if  we  could  not  do  Ibem  some  injury  in  return 
for  all  that  we  have  received  froio  ibein,  even  if 
vre  should  do  ourselves  no  good  fay  it.  It  would 
do  me  some  good  to  be  able  to  do  iliem  some  in- 
jury. I  confess  I  do  not  like  this  Soaker  policy. 
If  one  man  slaps  another's  face,  the  other  oQgbt 
to  knock  him  down ;  and  I  hope  this  will  ba  our 

But  the  gentleman  says,  that  the  President  rec- 
ommended thin  meaeuru  to  Congress  as  a  measure 
of  precaution.  I  do  believe  that,  at  the  time  the 
embargo  was  laid.  It  was  done  as  a  measure  of 

fireeautlon,  and  the  President  viewed  it  in  ihat 
ight.  After  its  having  answered  every  purpose 
a«.a  measure  of  precaution,  I  am  for  continuing 
it  as  a  measure  of  coercion.  For,  whatever  gen- 
ilemcn  say  about  turning  sugar  plamationa  into 
cotton-fields,  if  the  embargo  be  rigidly  enforced, 
that  we  sball  distress  the  West  Indies  very  con- 
siderably, I  do  believe.  I  amnnwilliof  to  involve 
this  country  in  a  war  if  I  can  avoid  it,  but  I  am 
■till  more  unwilling  to  lake  off  the  embargo  and 
embrace  the  proposilioD  of  my  colleague  ;  for  i 
have  no  idea  of  a  free  trade  being  permitted  tons. 
In  any  conairy  a  war  is  to  be  deprecated ;  in  this 


country  particularly,  where  everything  depends 
on  the  will  of  tbe  people,  we  ought  to  be  well 
aware  that  war  meets  the  approbation  of  ibe  peo- 
ple. We  might  make  many  declarations  of  war 
without  efiecl,  utilets  tbe  people  follow  us.  We 
try  every  method,  to  obtain  honorable  peace  ;  and 
if  we  do  not  succeed,  ihe  people  will  go  with  us 
heart  and  band  to  war. 

I  sball  enter  into  no  calculations  on  this  sub- 
ject, sir.  When  the  great  queaiion  is  preaented 
to  US  whether  we  will  submit  or  maintain  our  in- 
dapendencr,  we  must  determine  either  lo  do  one 
or  the  other :  that  nation  is  not  independent 
which  carries  on  trade  subject  to  the  will  of  aoy 
other  Power.  -  Then,,  to  my  mind,  the  only  nan- 
tiOD  is,  sball  we  defend  ourselves,  or  shall  weaub- 
mit  1  And  on  that  question  I  will  maka  no  cal- 
culations. If  a  man  submits,  of  what  use  ere 
calculations  of  money,  for  it  may  he^drawn  from 
him  at  the  pleasure  of  his  master -1  Let  us  have 
as  much  trade  as  we  may,  if  we  can  only  carry 
it  on  asotbersplease,  we  need  not  calculate  about 
mottey.  We  sball  be  poor,  indeed;  and,  having 
ioat  our  independence,  we  shall  not  even  bave 
money  in  return  for  it.  But  this  nation  will  not 
submit,  sir,  nqr  will  any  man,  who  is  a  real  Ame- 
rican, advocate  such  a  doctrine. 

As  to  the  embargo,  Mr.  N.said,  he  was  not 
wedded  to  it.  If  any  better  system  were  devised, 
lid  give  np  the  present  system  and  embrace 
tbe  better  on.e,  let  it  come  whence  i{  would. 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking'  a  qnes- 

Fmdit,  December  9. 

Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 

and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Com- 
pany, praying  a  revision  and  amendment  of  an 
.ct  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
'An  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridpe  over 
he  river  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Golum- 
lia." — Relerred  lo  the  Committee  for  tbe  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Jeremiab  Mobrow,  from  the  Committee 
<n  the  Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  lo  revive 
nd  continue  tbe  authority  of  ibe  Commissioners 
of  Kaskaskia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
itted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
;xt. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 

nploy  au  additional  number  of  revenue  cutters 

as  read  a  third  lime:  Whereupon,  a  moiion 

as  made  by  Mr.  Dubell  that  tbe  said  bill  be  re- 

immitied  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  aad 

'acufactures,  farther  to  consider  and  report  ihere- 

]  to  Ibe  House:  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken,  ihat  the 

said  bill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 

■as  SO,  Day;  26.  as  follows: 

Yxts— Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wiltti 

iston,  juti.,   Eiekiel   Bacon,    David   Baid,    Joseph 

Barker,  Bnrwell  Bamett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Winim 

Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jVn.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 

Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,   William   Batlcr, 

JoHph  Calhoun,  George  W.  GampMl,  kUUhsw  Cby, 

John  Clapton,  Bictiard  Cntt*,  John  Oawsoa,  Jonsii 
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J)«uie,  Jooeph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Dnrall,  WUItun 
Findlej.JimeiFuk,  Sfsihack  FnnUiD,  FroncuGaid- 
liar,  Thomaa  GholMm,  JUQ.,  Fctenon  Goodwyiii  Edtrin 
Gray,  Inuah  L.  Grsen,  John  Huria,  Joha  Heiiter, 
WUIiuii  Hekni,  Jsmsa  HollaoU,  Daaid  Holme*,  Beo- 
JUDIQ  HoKud,  Reuben  HnmpIueyB,  D«piet  Ililey, 
Ricbud  M.  Johneon,  Jamse  Kelly,  Thomas  Keaan, 
Fhilip  B.  Key,  WUlJam  Kirkpatnck,  John  Lambert, 
EdwudLl^d,  John  Lora,  Hobeit  Maiion,  William 
McCneiy,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun., 
John  MoDtgpraery,  Nicholas  R.  Moote,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Monow,  Gurdon  8.  Muniford, 
Roger  NeImn,ThoinB«Newbolil,Tlioma8Newton,Wil- 
•an  C.  Nicfaolaa,  John  PoileT,  JohnHeeof  PennsylTania, 
John  Rhea  of  TeDDtasee,  JacobRieharda,  MatthisaRich- 
ards,  SsunDCl  Riker,  Benjamin  Saj,  Ebanezer  Beaver, 
8«HiaeI  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jededith  K. 
Smitb,  John  Sihilh.  Samtlel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Clement'  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  Alen, 
Ardiibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  O.  Verpluick,  Je«e 
Wharton,  Robert  WhiteMll,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Aleiandsr 
WilsoD,  and  Riehard  Winn. 

Nats— Jobn  Csimpbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Culpapei,  Ji^  Davenport.  jUD.,  James  Elliot,  William 
EJj.  Bareni  Gardenier,  Wiltjam  Ht^e,  Richard  Jack- 
■on,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Len[s,.jun.,  Edward  St. 
J.ao  Lirenaore,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Josiah  Masters.  Jon- 


Samnel  Tsggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabez  Uphi 
Philip  Van  Corllandt,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Nathan 
WiiaoD. 

Jieeoltied.  That  .the  title  be,  "An  act  to  aulhoT- 
ize  tbe. President  to  employ  an  addiciooal  Dumber 


A  message  from  the  Senale  iDrarmed  the  House 
that  the  Seaaie  have  pasaod  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  farther  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
tJoited  Stites;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence or  this  House. 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 
The  Honae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
anfioished  business  depending  yesterday  at  the 
tinte  of  adjournment — the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee atill  under  consideration. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said-:  It  bis  become  rery 
fashionable  to  apologize  to  you,  air,  for  every  tres- 
pass which  'a  genllemaa  concemplatea  making  on 
the  patience  of  the  Hoijie,  and  I  do  not  know 
but  ID  ordinary  cases  it  may  be  very  proper;  but 
the  present  question  is  certainly  sucn  an  one,  as 
exempts  every  genileitian  from  the  necessity  of 
making BDyapoTo^y  whatever.  Inhallofier  aoQe, 
and  for  the  additional  reason,  that  I  have  given 
to  every  member  who  ha*  spoken  the  otmoBt  of. 
my  atteDlJDii. 

XJpOB  this  question,  which  presents  itself  in 
every  poiui  of  view  too  'clear  ^o  admit  of  a  single 
doubt;  equally  unsusceptiiie  of  sophistical  per- 
Tereion  or  misrepresentation ;  a  question  nhfeh 
involves  a  political  truism,  and  which  is  undenied; 
a  debate  ha«  grown  out  of  it,  embracing  the  whole 
foreign  letaiioos  of  this  country.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt 10  follow  thegeDllenien  in  the  course  which 
they  have  punued,  but  will  confine  my  obsfl^rva- 
Uon*  loit  justificaiioa  of  the  embargo,  and  to  the  i 


proof,  that  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  bellig- 
erents, and  not  the  embargo,  as  was  said  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Key,)  have  pro- 
duced the  present  emharrasmenls.  Bad  as  onr 
Kituaiion  was  at. the. close  of  the  last  session,  it 
hasnow  become  iofinilety  worse.  The  offer  to 
suspend  the  embargo  laws,  for  a  suspension  of  tbe 
Oroeri  io  Council,  made  in  a  sincere  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, has  been  contemptuously  rejected,  those 
orders  justified,  and  an  extension  of  their  opera- 
tion ibreateDed :  this  is  a  state  of  things  insuffer- 
able. At  a  crisis  of  this  sort,  tbe  importance  of 
whieh  every  gentleman  acknowledges,  1  deem  11 
proper  'that  every  man  who  feels  an  ardent  love 
of  country  should  comejorward  lo  save  that  cobn- 
Iry,  to  rescue  his  sinking  parent  from  the  jaws  of 
pollutiaa.  The  effort  should  be,  who  shall  ren- 
der onr  common,  country  the  most  food;  who 
will  1>e  foremost  In  the  tanks;  we  shootd  not 
•brink  behind  the  irresponsible  siai>d  of  doing 
Dotbinc,  ready  to  raise  ourselves  upon  ihe  mil- 
takes  of  others;  perhaps,  the  virtuous  misforrunei 
of  onr  political  brothers.  1  am  willibg  to  take 
my  share  of  Ihe.  responsibility  of  Kslserling  the 
wisdom  of  tbe  original  imposition  of  the  embargo, 
and  the  correctness  of  its  present  and  future  con- 
tinnance.  Qentleinen  havebeen  frequently  called 
upon,  wbile  they  make  vehement  ileclainaiioD 
against  tbe  embargo,  lo  say  what  ihej  wish  in 
its  stead ;  they  decfare  ibe  utmost  hostility  to  the 
measure,  and  yet  they  offer  no  substitute.  Can 
they  fbi  one  moment  forget,  that  npon  this  ques- 
tion, as  upon  every  other  DatiooalsuIiject,WB  mast 
all  bang  together  or  be  hung  separate  !  It  inevi- 
tably follows  from  the  organization  of  our  Gov- 
ernmeolj  that  this  is  the  fact. 

1  consider  tbe  original  impoailion  of  tbe  em- 
bargo as  wise  in  a  precautionary  point  of  view ; 
an^Dotwiihstanding' all  that  has  been  said,  and 
eloquently  eaid,  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Ke7,}  I  believe  it  was-called  for  by  the  most 
imperious  public  necessity.  Every  une  must 
know,  that  bad  it  not  beeti  for -the  embargo,  mil* 
lions  of  property,  and  (what  is  worse)  thousands 
of  our  seamen,  must  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  tbe 
cupidity  of  belligerent  cruiiers.  No  need  of  aal- 
culBtioas  on  this  subject — I  shall  not  stop  to  enter 
into  one.  1  appeal  to  the  common  sen^e  of  the 
nation  and  of  this  House,  whether  or  not,  the  or< 
derseod  decrees  were  calculated  to  have  swept 
from  the  ocean  all  our  floating -property  ind  sea- 
men. But,  no, my  gentlemen,  the  seameo  are  Dot 
saved ;  and  here  we  are  amused  with  tbe  old  story, 
new  vaaiped,  of  the  fishermen  running  away. 
Tbe  seamen  gone,  sir !  This  is  a  libel  «u  their 
generous  and  patriotic  natufes.  -  Where  are  they 
nonel  .Every  man,  who  v«ntures  such  an  alle- 
gation, is  bound  to  prove  it ;  because  it  is,  if  true, 
susceptible  of  proof.  Surely,  air,  the  assertion, 
or  even  proof,  that  British  or  other  foreign  sea- 
men have  left  yout'eervice,  does  uot  establish  that 
American  seamen  have  deserted  iheir  country. 
Tbe  British  seamen  gone!  I  am  .glad  of  it,  sir. 
I  wish  there  bad  never  been  one  in  our  service  { 
and  if  there  is  an  American  lar,  who  would,  in 
the  boar  of  peril,  desert  bii  country,  that  he  would 
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go  alao.    The  thing  is  impossible,  nir ;  everf  ves- 

ael  which  has  sailed  from  the  UoUed  Slates  sinee- 
the  iniposiiion  of  the  embargo,  ha^  passed  under, 
BDch  a  peculiar  revirw,  before  tile  officers  of  the 
revenue,  [hat  haJ  any  DUtaber  of  American  sea- 
men shipped  themselves,  proofs  of  their  departure 
might,  and  certainly  would,  have  been  had.  Read 
the  inlelligeace  from  Nova  Scotia;  il  infortns  us 
that  none  but  English  Eailors  hare  arrived  there. 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  theo  to  show  how,  where, 
and  when,  BD  American  sedman  has  left  his  cotia- 
try,  except  in.the  pursuit  of  his  ordinary  vocation. 

[f  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ^Mr.  Kev) 
will  apply  to  his  political — I  beg  pardon — to  his 
mercaatilc  barometer,  the  insurance  offices,  Ite 
vould  find  that,  after  the  operation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  was  known,  insurance  could  not  have 
been  effected  at  Baltimore  to  the  continent  of  Ru- 
rope  for  80  per  cent.,  and  not  at  London,  on  Amer- 
ican property,  for  QOguineas  per  cent.  The  proof 
of  this  is  bei'oTC  me.  Does  not  this  prove  that  so 
much  danger  existed  on  the  ocean  that  it  was 
next  to  impossible  lu  pass  wlthool  seizure  and 
condemnaiioni  And  surely  he  will  not  contend 
that  this  advance  of  premium  was  caused  by  the 
embargal  If  the  embargo  then  has  saved  any- 
thing to  the  country — and  that  il  has  there  can  be 
no  doabi — exactly  in  the  proportion  that  it  has 
saved  property  and  seamen  to  you,  il  has  lessened 
the  ability  of  the  enemy  to  make  war  upon  you, 
and,  what  is  primarily  important,  lessened  the 
temptation  to  war.  The  rich  plunder  of  your  in- 
offensive and  eularaed  commerce,  must  inevitably 
have  gone  to  swell  the  coffers  which  are  to  sup- 
port the  sinews  of  war  against  you.  The  reaction 
thus  caused  by  the  embargo,  is  in  your  favor,  |nv- 
cisely  to  the  amount  of  properly  and  men  which 
it  has  saved  lo  you  from  your  enemies. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  enterprising  merchant 
is  deprived  ofan  opportunity — of  whati  Of  ru- 
iningbimselfandEacrificing  the  industry  of  others. 
Has  any  capitalist  said  he  would  venture  out  in 
the  present  tempest  which  blackens  the  oceanY 
No,  sir,  ihey  are  your  dashing  merchants;  spec- 
tilators,  who,  having  nothinf;  To  lose,  and  every- 
thing to  gain,  would  lauDch  headlong  on  the  ocean, 
regardless  of  consequencex.  No  commerce  can 
be  now  carried  on,  other  than  that  which  is  sub- 
aerrient  to  the  Orders  in  Council.  1  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  .Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Jackbon) — 
no  man  is  better  informed  on  this  subject — would 
he  veiRure  his  property  on  the  ocean  in  a  trade 
contravening  those  orders  1  I  would  ask  bim 
further,  would  Brown  and  Ives,  merchants,  as 
remarkable  for  their  prudence  as  for  their  entet' 
piise,  and  for  their  capiul  as  either ;  would  they 
send  their  vessel:  to  the  Continent  of  Europe?  I 
believe  iheir  opinion  would  cerroborate  the  opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Gray. 

The  mercantile  distresses  have  been  described, 
with  every  possible  exaggeration,  as  insofferable. 
Theteal  distress,  sir,  ii^  quite  sufficient,  without 
any  undue  coloring.  I  regret  extremely,  indeed, 
■ir,  from  my  heart  and  soul,  I  lament  that  the 
embargo  should  be  considered  as  falling  lienvier 
OQ  the  merchaoC  than  on  the  planter.    If  1  know< 


my  own  heart,  I  would  share  with  them  lo  the 
last  loaf.  But'compare  their  situation  now  with 
what  it  would  have  been,  if  their  whole  properi]^ 
had  been  swept  away.  Compare  their  present 
situation  with  that  which  must  have  been  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  seizure  of  all  the  float- 
ing, registered  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  would  have  happened,  but  for  the  embargo. 
Their  vessels  are  now  in  safely;  if  the  embargo 
had  not  been  laid  (hey  would  have  lust  faoth~ves< 
sel  and  cargo.  They  must  have  either  imposed 
an  embargo  on  themselves,  or  exposed  Iheir  qap- 
itai  lu  total  flestruction. 

Another  reason  why  I  approve  of  the  embargo, 
and  which,  really,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very  contpl- 
atory  reason,  is,  it  has  at  least  preserved  tisltim 
far  from  bloodshed,  I  am  one  of  those  who  be- 
lieve the  miseries  of  this  life  are  sufficiently- nu- 
merous and  pressing  without  increasing  either 
their  number  or  pungency  by  the  caiamitieA  io- 
separable  from  war.  If  we  had  pat  the  queftioB 
to  every  man  in  the  nation,  the  head  of  a  family, 
whether  we  should  go  to  war,  or  lay  an  embargo, 
(the  only  choice  we  had,)  nineteen  out  of  twepiy 
would  have  voted  for  the  embargo.  I  betieve,  sir, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  confiding  ■their 
honor  and  national  character  to  your  guardian- 
ship,  would  this  day  decide. the  same  question  in 
the  same  w'ay.  The  people  have  nothing  to  gain 
by  war,  nothing  by  bloodshed;  but'they  hare 
everything  to  lose.  From  this  reason  results  ait- 
other,  equally  satisfactory ;  we  are  still  free  from 
an  alliance  with  eiiher  of^the  belligerents.  Up<in 
a  loss  of  peace  inevitably  follows  an  alliance  with 
one  of  these  two  Powers.  I  would  rather  stake 
the  fate  of  the  nation  on  a  war  with  both,  than 
ally  with  either.  No,  sir,  I  never  will  consent  to 
rush  into  the  pollnted,  detestable,  distempered 
embraces  of  the  whore  of  England,  nor  truckle 
at  the  footstool  of  the  Gallib  Emperor. 

But  the  embargo  has  failed,  it  has  been  tri- 
nmphantly  asserted  on  one  side  of  the  Houm,  and 
echoed  along  the  vaulted  dome  from  the  other. 
If  it  has,  it  is  no  cause  of  triumph;  no,  indeed, 
sir;  but  it  is  a  cause  of  melancholy  feelings  to 
every  true  patriot,  lo  every  man  who  does  noi  re- 
joice in  the  wrongs  of  his  connlry.  Why  has 
the  measure  failed  of  expected  success  1  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Kev)  used  an  ar- 
gument incomprehensible  to  me,  as  an  sr^umeni 
in  his  favor;  on  my  side  it  is  indeed  invincible. 
He  has  established,  it  was  the  evasions  of  the 
laws  which  prevented  their  being  effectual.  He 
tells  you  thai  certain  evaders  of  the  lawa  haveM 
risen  up  in  opposition  to  them,  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  obliged  to  is^ue  his  Proc- 
lamation in  April  last;  that  this  proclamation 
told  the  British  Cabinet  the  people  had  rebelled 
against  the  embargo — but  I  will  pass  over  the 
subject ;  it  imposes  silence  on  me,  because  it  must 
speak  daggers  to  the  hearts  of  some  men. 

My  friend  fVom  Virginia  (Mr,  Rindolpb)  urged 
one  argument  against  the  embargo,  which,  to  be 
sure,  is  a  most  serious  oae.  He  asked  if  we  were 
prepared  to  violate  the  public  faith?  I  hope  nol, 
lir.  -I  beg  to  be  excused  for  asking  faim  (for  I 
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know  he  Ecorns  lubinisBioD  ai  much  «■  any  man) 
if  sabraissioD  will  pay  (he  public  debi?    To  that 

SentlemsD's  acute  and  com  pre  he  naive  mJDd,  ihe 
eleteiieua  cODsequences  ul  ihe  preseol  syBtem 
of  the  belligerents  lo  our  iateresis,  must  be  glow- 
ing, self-evideDi.  He  will  see  that  iheir  present 
meaiures  cany  destruclioD  to  ihe  most  valuable 
iatcTeats,  and  are  subTerBive  of  the  most  sacred 
righu  of  the  people;  and  if  they  are  submitted 
to,  erciyibing  dear  to  an  American  must  be  af- 
8ic ted  with  tneslow,  lingetiog,  but  certaia  ap- 
prtMcbes  of  consumption.  I  bad  rather  go  cff  at 
aaee.  I  have  no  opioioa  of  a  lingering  death, 
^tailier  than  the  nation  should  he  made  to  take 
ikis  yoke,  if  SQ  superlative  a  curse  can  be  in'slore 
for  us,  may  the  hand  of  Heaven  first  annihilate 
that  which  eannct  be  nufiured  into  honor.  I 
hmd  DDueb  rather  all  should  perish  in  one  glofious 
.coodlct,  tban.iubpiit  to  this,  su  vile  a  system. 

.^ut  we  are  told,  that  the  embargo  itself  is  sub- 
wsaion.  Indeed,  sir  1  Then  with  all  my  bean,  I 
irould  tear  it  from  the  statute  book,  and  leave  a 
biKek  page  where  it  stood.  Is  the  embargo  sub- 
mi^ionl  By  whom  is  it  so  called?  Bygeotle- 
UeiDen  who  are  for  active  ofTencel  Do  these 
geClLemen  come  forward  and  tell  vou  that  the 
embargo  i>  submission  ?  No  sucb  ining,  sir.  My 
memory  deceives  me,  if  any  maa  who  voted  for 
tbe  embargo  thinks  it  submission.  .They  are  the 
original  opponents  of jhe  embareowba  call  it 
submission,  and  who,  while  they  charge  yon  with 
tbe  intention,  are  by  every  act  and  deed  practis- 
ing it  themselves.  It  is  incorrect,  bir.  Every  geO' 
iteman  wbo  has  spoken,  and  who  has  told  you 
that  tbe  embargo  is  submisAioa,  has  acknowledged 
the  truth  of  the  resolution  under  coDsideraiioa ; 
it  baa  not  been  denied  by  a  sipgle  iadividual. 
Suppoae  then  we  were  to  change  its  phraseology, 
and  make  it  the  preamble  to  a  resolution  for  re- 
pealioK  the  embargo,  it  will  then  read  :  whereas 
"  the  United  States  cannot  without  a  sacrifice  of 
'  ibeir  rights,  honor,  and  indepeadeace,  submit  to 
'  the  laie  edicts  of  Great  Britain."  Therefore  re- 
solved, that  the  embargo  be  repealed,  and  com- 
merce with  Qreal  Britain  permitted.  Do  these 
fuo  declarations  hang  together,  sir'I  That,  be- 
cause we  cannot  submit  to  the  edicts  of  the  helli- 
eerenis,  we  will  therefore  open  a  free  trade  with 
tueto  1  The  first  part  of  the  proposition  is  true, 
no  man  ha*  denied  it ;  tbe  addition  which  1  have 
made  to  it  then,  is  the  discordanipart,aBd  proves 
tbe  embargo  is  not  submission.  I  wish  to  know 
^gentlemen,  whether  trading  with  ibe  belliger- 
ent*, under  their  present  restrictions  on  commerce, 
would  not  be  submissioul  Certainly,  sir.  Is  then 
a  refraining  from  so  doing,  submission  1  In  a 
-word,  is  resisunce  submission?  Was  the  em- 
ba^D  principteconsidered  submission  ip  the  daVs 
of  tbe  stamp  act?  Did  the  nation  call  it  submia- 
sioa  when  it  was  enacted  un  ler  General  Wash- 
ington ?  Was  it  ED  considered  by  tbe  Republicans, 
«rhea  resorted  to  for  redress  against  tbe  primary 
Tiolations  in  1793?  Or  was  it  ever  contended 
(hat  had  not  the  embargo  been  raised,  the  terms 
of  Jay's  treaty  would  have  been  worse?  Do  gen- 
tlemen of  the  "  old  school"  undertake  to  say  tb)t 


Ihe  Father  of  their  Country  submitted  then  to 
George  III  7  I  ho|>e  not,  sir.  If  the  embargo  was 
nolsubmission  underOeorge  Washington,  it  is  not 
under  Thomas  Jefietson.    Again,  1  ask.  were  the 

g'inciplesof  theembargosubmissioti  in  1774-'5-'6? 
ut  it  has  been  replied,  it  is  not  meet  that  tbe 
remedies  of  that  day  should  be  applied  to  the 
present  Case.  Why  i|ot,  sir  ?  The  disease  was 
the  same  i  and  lest  eeuilemen  have  forgottea 
what  it  was,  I  will  tell  ibem  how  the  old  Con- 
gress described  it:  "You  exercised  unbounded 
'  sovereignly  over  the  sea,  you  named  tbe  potts 
'  and  nations  lo  which  alone  our  merchandise 
'  should  becarried,and  with  wbomaloneweshuuld 
'  trade."  Draw  the  parallel,  sir,  and  if  the  remedy 
of  that  period  will  not  suit  tbe  present  crisis,  let 
us  look  out  for  others.  I  will  not  stop  here;  I«ia 
willinff  logofurtber;  I  would  carry  fire  andsvrord 
into  the  enemy's  quanersj  but  I  would  first  ex- 


in  this  place,  which,  perhaps,  some  gentlemen  ma^ 
think,  does  not  result  from  ibe  subject  imtnedi- 
ately  before  us.  I  will  tell  you  what  description 
of  people  in  the  United  States  are  most  aaiious 
that  the  embargo  should  not  be  repealed.  It  it  a 
new  sect,  sir,  sprung  up  among  us — ultra-feder- 
alists. They  are  the  persons,  in  my  belief,  who 
are  most  desirous  the  embargo  should  be  contin- 
ued. They  see  that  upon  its  removal  a  war  wiili 
Qreal  Britain  follows.  Ad  alliance  with  her  is 
the  object  nearest  tbeir  hearts — not  a  resistance  of 
the  wrongs  and  insults  practised  by  her.  If  this 
embargo  be  suhmissiou,  if  non-inletcourse  besub- 
mixsion,  if  a  prompt  preparation  for  war  be  sub* 
misiion',  I  ask  tbem  what  is  it  to  sit  still  and  do 
nothing  ?  Do  you  mean  to  submit  ?  Come  out 
and  lefl  the  nation  whether  you  will  or  will  not 
resist  the  Orders  in  Council— let  us  know  it— it  is 
desirable  that  we  should  know  it— it  wilt  conduce 
to  the  public  weal. 

I,  far  one,sir,  will  vote  to  continue  the  embargo, 
because  I  do  still  copsider  it  a  coercive  measure — 
as  the  most  deadly  weapon  we  can  use  ag^ainst 
Great  Britain.  I  am  induced  Ig  consider  it  so, 
when  I  take  a  view  of  what  is  the  nature  of  our 
ii^oducts — what  is  the  nature  of  her  exports  and 
imports — what  is  the  nature  of  her  wants,  and 
what  hei  capacity  and  means  of  supply.  Look  at 
the  West  Indies,  where  the  embargo  has  a  decided 
ascendency  aver  every  other  measure  you  cbd 
adopt.  You  will  find  that  her  colonial  aad  navi- 
gation system  has,  in  that  quarter,  never  been 
mainiaLnedsincelhe  Revolution.  Perhaps  I  ought, 
in  presuminff  to  speak  further  about  the  West  In- 
dies,  to  apologize  to  the  gentleman  from  Marv* 
land,  (Mr.  Ket,)  not  indeed  for  his  very  courtly 
conduct,  because  if  a  man  is  ignorant,  he  does  nut 
.  like  to  be  told  of  it.  The  gentleman  will  he  pleased 
to.  pardon  me,  if  I  blunder  op  in  my  ignorant  way, 
and  talk  a  Jittle  more  of  tbai  part  of  the  world. 
[Mr.  Key  explained  that  he  bad  aotiniepdedany 
reference  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
ia  his  remarks.]  I  am  extremely  obli^d  to  the 
.geittlemau  fur  his  explanation.  Eoieriaming  great 
respect  for  bis.lalenis,  I  am  happy  to  find,  uiroD 
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SQcK  lutbority,  the  charge  is  neiilier  applicable 
nor  iotended.  The  caloaial  sysietn  has  been  al- 
WBys  regarded  as  e^sentiHl  to  ell  the  viiaL  inter- 
«s(s  of  Great  Brilaio.  Krety  retaKation  of  thai 
system  hag  excited  murmurs  and  great  discoi 
in  the  mother  country,  and  yet  they  have  been 
coastnnlly  produi;ed  by  the  wants  of  the  coloni 
Would  they  have  been  permilied  in  favor  of  the 
United  Stales,  conld  those  wanli  be  supplied  from 
my  other  quarterl  1  mast  contend,  then,  thi 
their  profitaUe  existence  depends  upon  an  inter-' 
course  with  the  United  Slates,  DotnithstandiDg 
everything  which  has  been  said  (o  the  coDtrary. 
I  do  not  mean  to  involve  the  idea  of  absolute 
atarvation;  much  less  to  inainnate  that  the  em- 
bargo is  so  coercive  as  to  humble  Great  Btitair 
St  our  feet;  far  from  it — but  I  do  say,  from  the 
nsiorp  of  their  products,  their  profitable  existence 
depends  upon  us.  There  are  not  coDiained  w:  '  ' 
the  whole  British  Empire  at  this  time,  what 
there  may  have  been  previous  to  the  Amei 
Revolution,  supplies  for  the  home  and  eoli 
consumption.  Will  gentlemen  tell  us  from  whence 
they  are  lo  procure  the  principal  articles  of  pro  ' 
aioDsand  lumber?  I  might  rest  iheargutnenl 
aafely  on  ^hese  articles  atone ;  these  are  esseni 
and  of  our  produce.  All  ihe  evasions  of  the  e 
bnrgo  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  that  si  , 
ply  i  enforce  it  and  from  whence  will  they  pro- 
cure the  article  of  lumber'?  It  bears  a  highi 
price  and  is  more  scarce  in  Great  Britain,  even  i 
ordinary  limes,  than  in  the  West  Indies,  Tl: 
opinion  that  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  were 
adequate  lo  that  supply,  has  been  long  since  abao- 
doned.  The  articles  of  their  produce  require  a 
constant  supply  of  our  maieriaU,  some  of  ihem 
cannot  be  procured  from  any  other  part  of  the 
world  1  of  the  lumber  received,  ve  have  hereto- 
fore fur  ni.shed  ninety-nine  parts  out  of  one  hun- 
dred. But  we  are  told  they  can  raise  corn.  Who 
denies  ill  I  will  grant  to  genilemen  all  they  ask 
on  that  poini,  and  add,  too,  that  ibeir  corn  is  ac- 
tually more  valuable  per  bushel  than  thai  of  this 
country;  but  when  their  labor  end  industrv  is 
directed  lo  that  object,  what  becomes  of  their 
cotton,  sugar,  and  coffee  cultivation?  Whatbs- 
comes  of  the  iirnneDse  revenues  derived  from 
those  sources?  Qentlemen  must  not  forget  that 
at  least  one-third  of  her  revenue  accruing  from 
commerce,  is  derived  from  the  West  India  trade 
alone.  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  be  wrong,  if 
I  were  lo  say  from  sugar  and  coffee  only.  If  you 
drive  them  to  the  cultivation  of  corn  for  subsist- 
ence, ih«y  roust  necessarily  abandon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  their  most  valuable  staples.  And  do  gen- 
tlemen bflieveOreatEfitainis  willing  to  sacrifice 
all  these  considerations  to  a  ref^ital  to  do  you  jus- 
tice? We  do  not  require  justice,  for  all  we  ask 
of  her  is  lo  abstain  from  plundering  ns.  We  Jay 
10  her  "hands  off ;"  we  wish  not  lo  come  into 
collision  with  you ;  let  us  alone.  These  sacrifices 
will  not  be  much  longer  hazarded,  unless  indeed 
she  is  deluded  into  a  tKlief  thai  she  hax  sufficient 
influence,  in  this  country,  to  excite  disaffection 
~~  '  '  ~'in,and  thereby  remove  the  cause  of  I 


Another  objection  with  me  to  removmg  the 
embargo,  is,  it  will  betray  a  timid,  wavering,  in- 
decisive policy.  If  you  will  study  the  sentiment* 
contained  in  Mr.  Canning's  note,  you  will  Bad 
they  afford  a  lesson  of  instruction,  which  you 
ought  to  learn  and  practice  upon.  *'  To  this  uoi- 
'  versa!  combination  His  Majesty  has  opposed  a 
'  temperate,  but  a  delerOiined  retaliation  upon  the 
'  enemy ;  trusting,  that  a  firm  resistance  would 
'  defeat  their  project;  but  knowing  ihalihesmallesl 
'  concession  would  infallibly  encourage  a  perseve* 
'TanceiD  it."  I  beg  the  House  lodrawiostrnctioa 
from  this  otherwise  detestable  paper — it  preaches 
a  doctrine  to  which  I  hope  we  shall  become 
proselyies.  Aiteady  perseverance  in ourmcaaares 
will  assist  as,  almost  as  muchas  the  sireogth  of 
thpro. 

I  conceive  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  maio- 
lenanee  of  the  war  with  Spain  and  Portugal  will 
lairlv  come  into  the  calculation.  It  has  become 
the  duly  and  ihterest  of  Great  Britain  to  maintain 
the  cause  of  Spain  and  Portugal — she  has  made 
it  so.  Where  will  ihoM  supplies  be  drawn  from? 
Does  »he  produce  ihem  at  home?  Certainly 
not ;  for  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  Ihe  average 
imporiaiion  of  Qour  alone  at  Liverpool  is  ninety 
thousand  barrels  annually.  The  Baltic  is  closed 
against  her.  The  demand  must  be  great;  for 
Spain  and  Portugal  in  times  of  peace  bare  regu- 
larly imported  grain  for  their  own  consumpiioD. 
And  here  I  wilfobserve,  there  is  Do  attribute  in 
my  nature  which-induces  me  to  lakestdes  with 
those  who  contend  for  a  choice  of  masters.  So 
far  as  they  are  fighting  for  the  right  of  self-gor- 
ernment,  God  send  them  speed  ;  but  at  this  pecu- 
liar crisis  1  think  it  extremely  important  that  our 
sympathies  should  not  be  enlisted  on  the  side  at 
either  of  the  contending  parties.  1  would,  there- 
fore, from  Spain  and  Portugal  withhold  our  sd|V 
plies,  because  through  them  we  coerce  Great 
Britain. 

But  that  pressure'which  Great  Britain  feels 
most,  is  most  alive  to,  is  at  home.  The  last  crop 
is  short,  and  injured  in  harvesting ;  wheat  is  four* 
teen  shillings  the  bushel,  and  rising.  Her  million* 
of  poor  must  be  supplied  with  bread,  and  whathaa 
become  almost  equally  important,  she  must  fur- 
nish e'lonloyment  to  her  laborers  and  manufac- 
iK.  Where  can  the  necessary  supply  of  cothia 
procured  1  For,  thank  God !  while  we  are 
making  a  sacrifice  of  that  article,  it  goes  10  the 
injury  of  Great  Britain,  who'oppresses  ua,  and 
whose  present  imporialioo  is  not  eqnal  to  one-half 
Iter  ordinary  consumpiion.  If  the  manufiaciurer 
'   to  he  thrown  out  of  employ,  till  that  raw  raai^ 

il  which  is  now  the  hypothesis  of  the  day,  is 
produced  from  Africa,  Ihe  ministry  who  are  the 
cause  of  it  will  not  long  rule  the  desiiniea  of  that 
nation.  No,  sir,  I  am  ooialarmed  about  supplies 
of  coilon  from  Africa.  Nor  am  I  to  be  frightened 
out  of  the  embargo  by  a  fear  of  being  supplanied 
in  the  market,  from  that  quarter  ^  they  most  be 
but  little  read  indeed  in  political  economy,  who 
can  dread  a  competiiion  with  barbarian*,  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth.  ' 

Another  strong  inducemeal  wlih  thia  House  to 
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cODiiniwand  eoforce  the  eiabar^,  is,  that  whil 
it  piesses  those  who  injure  us,  il  preserves  thi 
nation  in  peace.  I  see.DO  other  hoaorable  coursi 
ia  which  peace  can  be  maiDlaioed.  Take  what- 
evei  oiher  project  haa  been  hinted  at, 
evitably  results.  White  we  can  piocraatiaaie  the 
miseries  of  war,  I  ncn  for  procrastinating  ;  lye 
ibereb^  gaia  the  additional  advantage  of  waiting 
the  events  in  Europe.  The  true  interests  of  this 
eoDDtry  can  be  foond  onljr  in  peace.  Amoog 
manr  oiber  important  consideration!,  remember, 
thKt  mnmeot  yoa  go  to  war,  yoa  may  bid  adieu 
to  every  prospect  ofdischargiag  the  nntionai  debt. 
The  preaeot  war  of  all  others  should  be  avoided  ; 
being  without  an  object,  no  man  can  conjecture 
its  lertnination ;  foras  was  most  correotlyohsetved 
bjr  my  friend,  (Mr.  Macon,)  the  belligerents  fight 
everybody  but  pne  another.  Every  objen  for 
which  the  war  was  originally  begun  and  continued 
to  1806,  has  nince  that  time  become  extinct.  Ttae 
rupture  in  the  negotiations  of  ttiat  day  wan  made 
not  on  points  affecting  directly  the  British  inter- 
eat,  bni  grew  oilr  of  the  indirect  concern  she  felt 
in  mftinlaioing  those  urged  by  Russia,  which 
Power,  haviDgk  since  declared  war  against  Great 
Britain,  has  oblileraied  the  then  only  existing  ob- 
ject of  the  war.  Embark  in  it  when  you  please, 
It  -will  not  procure  you  indemnity  for  the  past; 
and  yonr  seenrity  for  the  future  must  ultimately 
depend  on  the  same  protnises.  whicli  you  cab  ob- 
tain by  peaceable  means.  I  dave  no  disposiiioD, 
sir,  to  hazard  the  interest  of  my  country  in  a  con- 
flict so  undefined,  so  interminable  !  - 

But,  say  .gentlemen,  it  is  certainly  not  submis- 
sion to  trade  to  those  ports  wbich  the  edicts  of  the 
belligerents  have  not  prohibited  us-  from  trading 
with.  Granted— I  will  not  enter  into  acalculatioo 
on  the  subject,  as  to  how  mnch  importance  the 
trade  would  be  of  to  us.  The  chairman  of  the 
Coinmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  told  you  it 
would  b«  contemptible  in  amount ;  but,  sir,  I  say 
this,  becanse  I  con.iider  it  expedient  to  continue 
the  embargo,  to  withhold  our  supplies  from  those 
who  need  them,  I  will  not  permit  you  to  go  to 
those  countries.  Repeal  the  embargo  in  pan! 
No;  sir.  Give  merchants  one  single  spot  any  where 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  your  own  country,  a.i 
large  as  the  square  of  this  House,  and  They  would 
carr7  away  the  whole  of  our  surplus  produce. 
Oive  them  a  little  island  on  which  to  place  the 
fulcmm  oftheir  lever,  and  Archimedes  lilte,  Ihey 
ivill  more  your  whole  trade.  Let  them  go  to 
I>emararB,  to  Gotleaburg,  or  any  other  burg,  and 
it  ia  to  the  whole  world.  But  the  trade  to  Spain 
anil  Portugal  has  been  held  up  as  highly  proSta- 
ble  to  the  marehants  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentlcmeD  who  venture  this  opinion  hare  not, 
perhaps,  considered  the  subject  with  all  the  allen- 
lioa  il  is  entitled  to.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  de- 
monstrable from  the  documents,  and  the  knowl- 
edge  of  circumstances  which  we  possess,  that 
Or«at  Britain,  with  the'  extension  of  plunder  the 
Orders  it:  Council  warranted,  is  not  sBti-ified.  She 
waa  not  content  that  she  had  laid  a  snare  whereby 
•he  Jntercepled  our  whole  commeriie  to  Europe, 
She  then  permitted  ua  (no  doubt  from  — 


moderation,)  to  trade  with  the  French  colonies, 
takings  care,  at  the  same  time,  to  force  a  direction 
of  that  t/ade  in  a  channel  which  could  not  fail  to 

Jietd  a  tributary  supply  to  her  exchequer.  She 
as  now  interdicted,  by  orders  secretly  insued,  that 
commerce  alio.  The  language  of  Cochrane's 
proclamation  cannot  be  misunderstood.  What  a 
harvest  he  would  have  reaped  from  the  robbery  of 
your  merchantmen,  had  the  emhara[o  been  raised, 
as  was  expected  by  the  British  Cabinet,  at  ibe 
commencement  of  the  session.  The  Orders  in 
Council  would  have  taken  all  yonr  property  going 
to  continental  Europe,  and  those  of  the  Admiralty 
would  have  swept  t^e  West  India  traders.  1  be- 
lieve the  idea  of  enjoying  a  free  trade  to  Spain 
and  Portugal  is  altogether  illusory.  Mr.  Can- 
ning has  told  us,  not  in  totidum  vtrbit,  but  cer- 
tainly in  effect,  that  we  ihould  be  permitted  to 
trade  with  those  countries,  only  under  the  Orders 
in  Council.  In  answer  to  the  proposition  made 
by  Mr.  Pinkney  to  suspend  the  embargo  aa  to 
Glreat  Britain,  for  a  suspension  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  as  to  the  United  Stales,  the  British  Min- 
ister replied  in  the  most  peremptory  manner  pos- 
sible. Here  let  me  observe,  that  had  that  sus- 
pension been  agreed  to,  the  embargo  would  have 
co-operated  with  the  Orders  in  Council  against 
France.  It  would  have  been  even  much  more 
efficacious  than  those  orders,  inasmuch  as  our 
own  regnlalions  would  have  interdicted  all  com- 
merce with  France.  The  professed  object  of  tha 
Orders  in  Council,  retaliation  on  the  enemy,  can- 
not therefore  be  real — they  originated,  as  ihey 
have  been  execuieil,  in  a  spirit  of  deadly  hostility 
against  us.  Thai  the  operation  of  ihoie  ordera 
would  be  extended  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  should 
the  embargo  be  repealed  in  part,  1  infer  from  ibis 
positive  assertion  of  the  British  Secretary,  "it 
'  is  not  improbable,  indeed,  that  some  alleraliona 
■  may  be  made  in  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  they 
'  are  at  present  framed ;  alterations  ealculateil 
'  not  to  abate  their  spirit  or  impair  their  principle, 
'  but  to  adapt  them  more  exactly  to  the  different 
'  state  of  things  which  has  fortunately  grown  up 
'  in  Europe,  and  to  combine  all  practicable  relief 
'  to  neutrals  with  a  more  severe  pressure  upon 
'  the  enemy."  Here  is  not  only  a  denial  of  sus- 
peoaion,  but  a  threat,  that  alterations  will  be  made 
(no  donbc  in  tender  mercy  to  us.)  not  to  abate 
their  spirit,  but  to  adapt  iheir  operation  more  ex- 
tensively lb  our  ruin.  What  is  the  slate  of  things 
alluded  to?  Let  every  gentleman  who  seeks  atXer 
truth,  candidly  inquire  for  himself,  what  is  the 
state  of  things  whieb  Mr  Canning  considers  haa 
!0  fortunately  grown  up  in  Europe.  Can  il  be 
inything  but  the  revolutions  in  Spain  and  Por- 
:Dgalf  If  the  Otders  in  Council  are  nut  lobe 
:mpaired,  but  their  operation  rendered  more  a|»- 
plicable  to  the  preseni  state  of  things,  a  fortiori, 
are  to  be  cut  off  from  the  south  of  Europe, 
e  same  manner  as  von  are  from  Pranoe  and 
her  dependencies.  And  are  you  ready  to  repeal 
the  embargo  under  auch  a  threat  as  this?  This 
lOle,  sir,  IS  sarcastic  to  the  la>t  degree;  in  ill 
.ead  insult  added  to  the  atrocious  injuries  m^ 
country  has  received ;  there  is  but  one  part  of  it 
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vLich  caa  he  looked  ai  with  patience,  and  that  i 


the 


lable  adm 


Dihaf 


read. 


Some  gentleinen  have  gooe  inCo  a  disuuEsion 
of  the  propriety  ol'  encouragipg  oiaoufae lures  ia 
■his  country.  1  heard  witti  regret  the  objerva- 
lions  of  the  geoileiaao  from  VirgioiR,  od  ihi»  sub- 
'ject.     I  will  be  excused   by  him  for  offerioK  my 

Eroiest  against  those  WDiiioentE.  I  am  for  no 
i^h  prolecling  duties  in  favor  of  any  descriptiiin 
of  men  in  this  couniry.  Exiendiag  lo  him  the 
equal  prnteciion  of  the  law.  1  am  for  keeping  the 
niaaulaclurer  oa  itie  same  fooling  with  the  agri- 
culiuriat.  Undersuch  a  system,  they  will  iocrease 
precisely  id  that  proportion  which  will  essentially 
advance  the  public  good.  So  far  ai  your  revenue 
system  has  protected  the  interests  of  your  mer- 
cbinls,  I  am  sincerely  rejoiced;  but  lean  con- 
lent  to  no  additional  ttcposiiion  uf  duly,  by  way 
of  bounty  to  one  deKriplion  of  persotis,  at  the 
expense  of  another,  eijually  meritorious.  I  de- 
plore most  sincerely  the  situalioti  iolo  which  the 
'  unprecedeiited  state  of  the  world  has  thrown  the 
mercliaiii.  A  grmlemao  from  Ma^isachuselts  has 
said,  they  feel  all  the  sensibility  for  the  mercan- 
tile interest,  which  we  feel  fur  a  certain  species 
of  properly  in  the  Southern  Stales.  This  ap- 
peal is  understood,  and  I  well  remember,  that 
some  of  their  representation  were  among  the  first 
who  felt  for  our  disiresiiinK  situation,  while  dis- 
cussing the  hill  to  prohibit  the  importaiion  of 
slaves.  1  feel  all  the  sympathy  for  that  ialeresl 
now,  which  was  fell  fur  us  then ;  but  1  ask  if  it  is 
not  sound  policy  to  encourage  the  patriotism  of 
our  merchanis  to  support  aiiU  longer  the  sacri- 
fices, which  the  public  exigencies  call  fur,  with 
spirit  and  resolutioo  7  If  Ihey  should  sufier  most 
from  our  present  situation,  ii  is  for  their  im- 
mediate advantage  that  we  are  contending.  I 
must  be.allowed  in  continuation  lo  xay,  that,  al- 
though I  do  Dot  profees  to  be  one  of  the  exclusive 
proieciois  of  commerce,  1  am  as  willing  lodiifend 
eertain  rights  of  the  merchant,  as  the  rights  of 
Ihe  planter.  Thus  far  I  will  go ;  [  will  assist  in 
directing  the  physical  sireogih  of  the  nation  to 
the  protection  of  that  commerce  which  properly 
grow*  out  of  the  produce  of  the  soil ;  but  tio  fur- 
ther. Nor  am  I  therefore  diaposed  to  limit  the 
scene  of  his  enterprise.  Go  up  to  Mocha,  through 
the  Dardaoellea,  into  the  Soaih  seas.  Search 
for  gums,  akijit,  and  gold,  where  and  wh^  you 
please;  but  take  care,  it  shall  be  at  your  own 
risk.  If  you  get  into  broils  and  quarrels,  do 
not  call  upon  me,  to  leave  my  plough  in  Ibe  field, 
where  I  am  toiling  fur  the  bread  my  children  must 
eat,  or  starve,  to  fight  your  battles. 

Il  has  been  generally  cifcuiated  throughout  the 
Eastern  Slates,  in  extracts  of  letter^  said  to  be 
from  members  of  Congress,  (and  which  I  am  cer- 
tainly sorry  for,  because  it  has  excited  jealousies, 
which  I  wi«h  to  see  allayed,)  that  the  Southern 
Staiesare  inimical  loconiracrce.  So  far  as  South 
Carolina  is  concerned  in  (he  general  implication, 
I  do  pronounce  this  a  gross  slander,  an  abominable 
falsehood,  be  itae  authors  whom  they  may.  The 
SMie  of  Souih  Carolina  ia  now  making  a  most 
magQBDimoiu  wcriflce  foi  commercial  tights. 


ill  gentlemen  be  lurprised  when  I  tell  them, 
h  c5arolina  is  interested,  by  the  suspension  of 


r  trade. 


article 


greater  than  the  whole  revenue  of  (he 
Untied  SiatesT  We  do  make  a  sacrifice,  air;  I 
wish  it  could  be  consummated.  I  should  rejoice  to 
see  this  day  all  our  surplus  co((on.  rice,  flour  and 
(obacco  burnt.  Much  better  would  it  be- to  de- 
stroy it  ourselves,  than  to  pay  a  tribute  oa  it  to 
aoy  foreign  Power.  Such  a  national  oflering, 
caused  by  the  cupidity  and  oppression  of  Great 
Britain,  would  convince  her,  she  could  not  iiuin- 
ble  the  spirit  of  freemen.  From  the  nature  of 
her  products,  the  people  of  South  Caroliaa  can 
hare  no  interest  unconnected  and  at  variai>oe 
They  feel  for  the  pressure  on 
much  as  for  that  on  Charleilon,  and 


my  soulahhoi  such  a  calculation  where  national 
right-s  are  concerned— if  South  Carolina  could 
thus  stoop  to  calculate,  she  would  see  that  she  has 
no  interest  in  this  question — upon  a  calculation  of 
dollars  and  cents,  which  1  repeat  I  protest  against, 
it  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  her  whether  her 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  go  to  Europe  in  English 
or  American  vessels.  No,  sir,  r^he  spurned  a  sys- 
tem which  would  export  her  produce  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  American  merchant,  who  ought  to 
be  her  carrier.  When  a  motion  was  made  last 
winter  for  that  kind  of  embargo,  which  [hegea- 
ileman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  wasinfavot 
of;  for  he  says  he  gBV«  bis  advice  to  do  that  very 
thing,  which  if  adapted  would  cut  up  ihe  navi- 
gation inlereat  most  completely,  (an  embargo  oa 
our  sfai|>s  and  vessels  only;)  South  Carolina 
could  have  put  money  in  her  pocket,  (another  (a- 
voriie  idea  with  the  gentleman,)  by  selling  her 
produce  lo  foreigners  ai  enormous  prices ;  her 
represeniaiives  here  unanimously  voted  against 
the  proposition;  and  her  Legislature,  with  a  mag- 
nanimity I  wish  lo  see  imitated  throughout  the 
United  Slates,  applauded  that  vote — Ihey  too 
said  they  would  unanimously  support  the  em- 
bargo, St  the  expense  of  their  lives  and  fortune*. 
Sho  did  Dol  want  an  embargo  on  oar  ships^  and 
not  on  produce.  No, sir;  she  knows  we  are  linked 
together  by  one  common  cbain — break  it  where 
you  will,  it  dissolves  the  lie  of  union.  She  feels, 
sir,  a  stroke  inflicted  on  Massachusetts,  with  the 
name  spirit  of  ree  lata  nee  that  she  would  one  on 
Georgia.  The  Legislature,  the  repre«eiitalives  of 
a  people  with  whom  Ihe  love  of  country  is  indi- 
genous, told  you  unanimously,  that  they  would 
support  the  measures  of  the  General  GovernmeoL 
Thank  God,  (hat  I  am  the  Representative  of  such 
a  State,  and  that  ils  rep resen tail vea  would  not  ac- 
cept of  a  commerce,  even  at  the  advice  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  which  would  profit 
themselves  at  the  expense  of  their  Baslera  breth- 
ren. Feeling  these  seDtiment;,  I  canao.t  but  say, 
in  coniradiciioo  to  what  fell  from  the  eentlemaB 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  GaoLsow,)  I  should  deplore 
that  slate  of  things  which  ofiers  lo  the  inerchaat 
the  lamentable  alternative,  beggary  or  the  plough. 
I  would  say  to  ihe  meichaol,  id  the  siaceiiiy  of 


.dbyCoo^le 


801 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


802 


DfcEHBBa,  1806. 


J-breign  Relatiotu. 


my  htari, besir  ihis  pressufe  with  ^anljr  foniiudi 
if  the  epberga  ltii»  of  expeated  benefit,  we  wi. 
«Te[igi  yanr  cana?.  I  do  Htf  no,  and  believe  ih 
naiioD  will  mainuin .ibe  asuertioa. 

It  »  with  toluctonce  I  feet  competed,  befoie  I 
resume  mj  Mat,  lo  make  r  few  obseETaiions  in 
reply  lo  wtial  fell  from  ibe  geatjecoaa  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  Set)  fBat»nlay.  The  geotleiaan  opai- 
meoeed  bii'siMresi  by  eaatradicMing  ibe  state- 
metitB'nmde  by  a  gt^ntieman  from  MasBachusMls, 
and  my  wcrlhf  friends 'from  Virgiata  and  Ghor- 
gia  (Messrs.  Handolph  and  TrotiP.)  He  told 
yoa  Ibeit  dUtiicts  could  not  feet  the  embargo 
mos^  as  it  was  in  bis  the  suffering*  weie  v 
fevered    1  sball  not  waste  the  time  of  tbe  Hi 


.  will  I'entei'  lote  it  compeiicioD  of  ibis  lori. 
I  aiu)  sift  di^iinetion  far  laore  glorious.  The  State 
I  rcpreaeot  ia  pari,  bears  the  erabkrgo  ibe  bosC. 
This  it  is  my  pride  to  bout  of.  There,  sir,  there 
are  no  mnrnitjn,  no  discunteDi  at  the  exertions  of 
OoterameDt  td'jnraerre  the  rights  of  the  nalion. 
And  as  loog'as  respect  for  the  honor,  and  a  hope 
of  thesBlralion.of  tlieeoootry  exi:'!',  aolgngwili 
ibey  bear  it,  press  ns  hard  as  it  may. 

TAo  geatlefnaa  lold  you,  in  speakiitg  of  the 
MsrylaBdelectioos,  that  the  fitcaJ3  removed  from 
the  eye*  of  the  people,  and  thai  in  discerning 
their  tine  Interests,  ibey  saw  it  wa^  ibe  eiabargo, 
and'  mil  ib«  Orders  in  Cutmcili  which  opprea>ei 
iben^,  Uemustfeelconfident  indeed  iQ  the Icnow' 
ledge  that  be  is  two  years  in  advance  of  his  cua- 
slicncDts,  or  he  wnutd  not  have'TenllHed  sucbao 
aaaertitUi.  [Mr.  Kbt  explained  that  be  baJ  saitl 
the  film  was  rsniovcd,  and  the  people  saw  that 
their  distress  arofs  more  from  tha  embargo  than 
from  the  Onfets  in  Council.]  MU.  WiLUiias 
continued:  I  have  no  iDteniion  to  misreprpseot 
the  gOntleinat),  bal  I  understood  hito  to  say  that 
the  Ordera  in  Coanoil  did  notaSe«t  the  eonli- 
DeQtal  market,  bat  the  Berlin  decree;  tbtrt  the 
embargo  caused  all  the  pressnte  at  home;  thai 
the  Onten  in  Cuu&ctl  bsd  no  part  in  produeitig 
that  Bieasure,  and  iberefore  I  infer  ob  hia  opinion, 
(hat  the  Orders  in  Couacii  hare  not  injared  us. 
TMr.  KsYsaid  tbaX  the  few  observations  which 
be  bad  made  on  this  subject,  were  in  reply  to  the 
^Blleoxan  fVom  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Q.  W.  Caup- 
BELL,)  that  the  people  siioald  be  no  longer  deluded. 
Id  answer,  to  this  Mr  E.,  said  be  bad  observed 
that  the  people  were  not  deluded — that  thefilni  was 
removed  from  their  eyes,  and  that  he  then  had 
^ne  OD  to  (how  that  the  depression  of  produce 
mjoae  front  the  embargo.  But  that  be  never  bad 
meant  to  say  that  ihc  Berlin  decree  and  Ordera  in 
Gouocil  nere  not  injarioas,  because  they  lopped 
off  a  lari^  portioD  of  our  commerce.] 

I  Doderatood  the  gentleman  to  tay  (observed 
Mr.  W.,)  that  it  was  very  strange  we  would,  not 
trtiat  our  merchtinis  upon  the  subjectof  the  em- 
bargo, who  were  the  best  jndges.  I  wish  to  rep- 
resent the  genilemeo's  sentimects  correctly,  and 
shall  not  consider  him  Impolite,  if  I  have  mis- 
tated  bira,  should  he  again  stop  me.  Why,  sir,  ia 
it  strance?  Are  the  merohanis  the  guardians  of 
the  public  honor?  Thw  I  cooceive  to  be  the  pe- 
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war.  Will  the  gentleman  trust  the  merchants 
with  the  guardianship  of  his  own  honor?  No, 
sir,  he  chooses  to  protect  it  bimseif.  And  would 
he  ailvise  the  nation  to  pursue  a  course  disgraceful, 
and  to  whicK  he  would  not  expose  himself?  I 
will  not  trust.the  merchants  in  this  case,  nor  any 
other  class  of  men;  not  bein^  responsible  for  the 
national  character,  they  will  trade  anywhere, 
without  regard  to  principle.  So  irue  ia  this,  Des- 
mlines  felt  no  uoeasinesE  when  iDfoimed  of  the 
law  prohibiting  all  iotereouric  with  Si.  Domingo; 
ha  replied,  "  hang  irp  a  bag  of  cofTee  in  hell,  aad 
the  American  merchant  will  go  after  it,"  I  am 
not  sure  that,  in  the  evasions  of  the  embargo, 
some  of  them  hare  not  already  approached  near 
its  verge:  certaiti-I  am,  that,  in  a  fair  commerce, 
Bdoh  is  the  enterprise  and  petsevemnce  of  their 
character,  they  will  drise_  their  trade  as  far  as  it 
can  be  driven.  No,  sir,  I  will  not  iruit  the  mer- 
chant now,  because  lie  would  do  the  very  iRIog 
which  the  genileman  seems  to  wirii,  trade  under 
the  Osders  in  Ccuacii. 

The  embargo  should  be  removed,  because,  says 
the  gentleman,  it  has  operated  as  a  bounty  to  the 
British  trade.  I  should  be  disposed  lo  doubt  this, 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  a  knowledge  of  who 
advocates  its  removal.  .  Before  the  emnargo  was 
laid,  agricultural  labor  in  tbe  Brliisii  West  India 
islands,  particularly  on  sugar  eslales,  could  scarce- 
ly support  itself.  I  refer  the  goDileman-to  the 
documents  printed  by  order  of  Parliament,  and 
e  memorials  of  the  agent  of  Jamaica'.  He  will 
id  thai  (he  planters  are  Id  a  distressed  siiuatioa, 
not  from  their  failure  in  tije  culiivaliou  of  the  soil, 
but  from  the  enormous  duties  on  their  produce  ia 
the  mother  country.  Are  the  extravagant  prices 
of  articles  of  ibe  first  necessity,  superadded  to 
their  former  embarra3smeati,to.operate  as  a  bona- 
thelr  trade?  I  should  be  extremely  grat- 
if  the  gentleman  will  inform  us,  what  would 
been  iba  amount  of  boanly  on  the  trade,  if 
ons  of  the  embargo  bad  not  taken  place.  If ' 
the  price  ofRourhas  been  sixty  dollars  per  barrel, 
andotheiartielesio  proportion,  what  would  have 
been  the  price,  bad  itiere  been  no  e,vasioDs  of  the 
law?  They  could  not  have  been  procured  at  all; 
and  yet  we  are  told  the  embargo  is  a  bounty  on 
British  trade!  When  the  gentleman  was,  I  had 
like  to  have  said,  justifying  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, he  fhould  have  favored  us  with  a  vindication 
of  the  tmttggling  proclamation  also.  Such  a  de- 
gree of  corruption  and  of  immorality  never  be* 
fore,  in  any  one  paper,  disgraced  a  civilized  nation., 
citizens  of  a  country,  at  peace  and  in  aoliiy, 
:ed  to  evade  their  own  laws !  Is  such  an  act 
calculated  lo  induce  the  belief  that  the  embargo 
operates  as  a  bounty  on  British  trade  ? 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  another  question  stirred 
by  the  gentleman,  tbeeonslitutionality  of  tbeera- 
'~~~gn  laW}  the  subject  has  become  so  stale,  that 
;b  he  copid  scarcely  make'  it  inierestiag.  It 
1  been  laid  asleep — a  solemn  adjudication  ha^ 
taken  place  and  put  it  at  rest.  Bui  the  gentleinan 
wtQ  excusb  lue  for  observing  he  made  a  mdsi  iin- 
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iorlaaa.\e  allusion  id  tbc  coune  of  his  argument. 
He  said  it  was  strange  Ihal,  not  having  the  power 
delceateil  to  us  Iq  tax  exporla,  we  sbould  under- 
take to  prohibit  ihem.  The  Orders  ih  Council, 
which  if  the  gentleman  did  not  justify,  he  was 
certainly  very  tender  of,  do  eiercise  that  very 
power  of  laiing  our  exports,  whicli  by  the  Con- 
GtitutLun  we  are  prohibited,  and  Ihal  lob  when 
they  are  destined  to  a  government  tqually  sover' 
eiffD  and  indepeudeDt  with  that  of  Oreat  Britaiir. 

We  have  been  referred  by  the  geuIiemaD  to  the 
history  of  the  Revohiiioo,  and  after  a  kind  of  en- 
comium on  ibe  resources  of  Great  Britaio,  the 
triumphs  of  ber  navy  and  her  preseot  imperious 
attitude,  he  demanded  to  know  if  we  can  expect 
abe  will  yield  to  us  now,  when  during  the  Revo- 
lution she  maintained  a  war  egaiust  the  whole 
world,  at  the  same  time  that  ehe  kept  us  at  bay 
Beveo  years  and  suiroeeded  with  evef  y  nation  but 
Iter  own  sons— will  she  truckle  at  our  feet  nowT 
Tbe  geotleman  knows  we  do  not  seek  to  make 
■her  truckle  at  our  feel;  we  wish  bet  do  injury  ; 
we  ask  of  her  no  boon  whatever ;  we  only  enlreal 
her  10  let  ui  alone;  to  abstain  from  wanton,  un- 
provoked acts  of  oppression.  What  is  the  ohjeol 
of  this  language  1  Is  it  to  tell  us  she  never  will 
redress  our  wrongs;  or  is  ii  to  divert  us  from  a 
prosecution  of  our  fights?  Thecontcst  was  very 
different  with  her  at  that  lime,  from  what  it  is 
now.  She  then  contcaded  against  the  dismem- 
lierment  of  her  Empire,  Will  the  gentleman  say 
she  values  the  principles  of  her  Orders  in' Coun- 
cil, as  she  did  ttie  sovereignty  of  her  colonies? 
What  will  the  gentleman  discover,  by  ex;aminiag 
tbe  histofy  of  the  period  he  referred  to?  Eng- 
land, at  that  time,  when  France,  Spain,  Holland, 
and  the  United  Slates,  were  opposed  to  her,  when 
the  armed  neutrality  in  theaartnof  Europe  assail- 
ed her,  when  all  these  brought  the  principle  of  em- 
bargo to  bear  upon  her,  was  nearer  ruin  than  she 
everwas  before  or  since.  I  refer  him  to  Playfait's 
tables  for  the  year  1781;  tbere  he  will  fiad  the 
very  principle  proven,  for  which  we  are  now  con- 
teading.  Does  Great  Britain  now  prize  the  plun- 
der ofy  our  merchantmen,  the  iraprcssiqentol  your 
seamen,  insult  to  your  national  flag,  as  much  as 
she  did  tbe  sovereignty  of  tbe  soil?  Cen^ioly 
not ;  and  yet  she  must,  precisely  the  same,  in  she 
will  not  hold  out  DOW  as  she  did  then.  When  I 
lecoUeet  that  her  necessary  annual  expenditure 
is  greater  than  tbe  gross  rent  of  all  the  landed 
property  i a  her  kingdom;  that  the  armed  neu- 
trality affected  her  so  materially,  "that  the  same 
principle  is  brought  into  operation  again ;  that  by 
withholding  oar  custom,  our  supplies,  our  raw 
materials,  we  must  neeessarily  de.stroy  a  large 
portion  of  her  revenue,  I  cannot  but  hope,  she 
will  see  ber  own  interest  in  redressing  our  injuries. 
This  is  all  we  contend  for,  allow  the  eiperiraent 
to  be  made ;  if  not,  at  least  propose  some  belter 
remedy. 

But  said  Ihe  genileman,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  we  alone  iriumjihed  over  the 
arms  of  Great  Britain  ;  defeat  befell  all  the  rest 
of  Ihe  world.  I  will  not  contest  thai. pointy  wilJi 
him,  as  he  is  old  Bnougb  to  speak  from  experience. 
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We  were  informed  by  the  getifleman,  that  it 
was  the  Berlin  decree,  and  not  the  Orders  in  Ooun- 
cil,  bad  destroyed  our  trade  to  tbe  Continent  of 
Europe.  Here  too  we  are  directly  at  points. — 
The  gentleman  has  not  niade  himself  master  of 
his  case,  or  has  totally  mistaken  his  evidence.  I 
hold  a  document  in  my  hand  which,  jierbips.  the 
gentleman  roay^  object  to,  as  coming  from  the  op- 
position party  in  Great  BritQin  ;  it  is  the  deposi- 
tions of  sundry  merchants  of  great  wealth  and 
respectability,  taken  before  the  British  Hoasfl  of 
Lords,  on  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Here  Mr.  W.,  read  from  the  depositiooa  the  fol- 
lowing questions  and  answers; 

"  If  tbe  American  embargo  were  remoTed,  and  the 
Ordan  in  Council  stitl  continued  io  force,  in  that  caaa 
would  the  witnen  leiume  hii  BbipmcnU! 

"  To  a  Tery  >mBll  amonnt, 

"  Far  wbit  reuon  !  i 

"  BecaUBo  I  do  coBceiie,  lb*I  thera  would  be  audi 
great  impediments,  indeed  a  total  annihijitien  of  trsde 
flora  tba  United  States  of  America  to  tbe  Contilient 
□f  Earope,  Ibit  I  could  not  expect  to  receive  anj  re- 
turns for  the  goods  I  sent  out;  and  another  reason 
would  be.  my  apprehenBion  that  a^war  betw^ien  tbe 
United  Stales  and  this  country  would  be  tba  conae- 
^uence  of  those  Orders  in  Council. 

"  What  ii  the  reason  that  ih<  Ordera  in  Council 
I  sending  our  cotton  soodi  in  abipa 


inbellsEt! 

"  I  believe  I  staled  my  apprehension  ftat  thej  might 
produce  a  war  between  the  two  countries ;  another 
reason  was,  I  conld  not  expect  to  get  remittances,  and 
a  total  antiihitation  of  tbe  trade  between  the  United 
Stale*  af  America  and  Ihe  ContinenI  of  Earapa,  front 
whence  a  great  part  of  my  remittances  must  be  derived. 

"If  the  American  embargo  in  general  were  taken 
off,  and  the  Orders  in  Gaaocil  to  be  continoed,  would 
bis  trade  in  that  rase  iBViie  T 

"I  certainly  should  tael  no  inducement  to  eipart 
geoda  to  America  while  the  order*  continued- 

"  I  ahsuld  apprehend  that  hostilities  belvrsen  this 
country  and  Americi  would  be  the  Consequence  of 
continuing  the  Orders  in  Coiincil. 

"  Would  tbe  Orders  in  Council  hei«  any  othta  efiisct 
a*  to  discouraging  the  trade  T 

"They  would  have  considerable  effect  in  r^aid  to 

"In  what  mannerl 

"  By  bringing  all  the  produce  of  America  la  this 
country,  tbey  most  occasion  such  a  vaat  glut  in  Ibe 
market,  that  the  produce  would  be  worth. little  or  no- 
thing. 

"In  What  degree  woald  it  affect  the  deden  in  Iboae 
eommoditiea  bmught  to  Ha*  country,  aa  to'lhair  tamil- 
lances  to  this  eountry  1 

"The  ooneequeneel  apprehend  wonM  ba,  tkat  p«at 
part  of  the  bills  must  go  back  prolaatad;  because  Ihe 
produce,  for  which  the  bills  are  drawn,  wou)d  sell  for 
scsrcejy  the  value  of  the  freight  and  charges. 

"Dobs  Ihe  witness  conceive,  from  hi*  knowledge  of 
the  American  trade,  that  if  the  whole  of  the  American 
preduce,  which  according  to  an  axetage  of  years  bad 
been  carried  to  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  to  Great 
Britain,  was -now  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain 
alono,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  to  contiruje;  whether 
it  would  be  possible  la  export  f^om  Great  Britain  to  Um 
Continent,  so  much  of  the  American  produce  aa  dkoidd 
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pnrent  i  gint  of  the  Aoiencui  praduoe  renMning  in 
themubciT 

<■  [  diink  ft  woald  be  impoisible. 

"Hits  you  lately  nriticn  lo  your  <!orrB>poaJeitt(  in 
Americm  leapecting  aliipaieiita  of  Americui  prodmM  lo 
thii  oDtuUiyl 

"I  have. 

"Ta  what  effect  ha««  jaa  bo  written  ? 

"I  hmTo  written  that  in  cue  of  aabmiuion  to  tfaew 
Onlen  of  Council,  in  cue  nich  »  thing  ahoald  take 
place,  to  lUBpend  *JI  ^wrations. 

"Did  you  give  thU  advice  to  your  American  correa- 
poudente,  upon  the  luppoaitian  [bat  Am.erica  would  ac- 
qaieace  in  tlie  Ordera  in  Council! 

"CertaJblj  not,  I  (taied  it  aa  a  thing  by  no  means 
Ukely;  but,  aj  there  i*  nothing  impoaaible  in  thii  world, 
that  if  it  were  >o,  not  to  more ;  that  in  case  tbey  wore 
acqaieaced  in,  not  to  attempt  any  boiinea*. 

CoQsidering  (coDlinued  Mr.  W.)  these  are  the 
aentitaeats  (delirered  under  ibe  Mcred  obligation 
or  an  oaib)  of  Ilial  very  description  of  men,  wbo 
tbe  genilemsn  believes  are  tlie  best  judges  and 
ooghl  to  be  trusled,  I  am  Warranled  in  saying, 
ibey  proTe  his  position  wholly  unfounded.     The 

Eeoilemao'i  project  la.st  year  was  to  lay  the  em- 
irgo  on  our  ships  and  vessels,  and  to  dispose  of 
our  produce,  the  effect  of  wbicn  would  have  been 
destruction  lo  our  own  resieU.  eoostani  eneour- 
asement  to  those  of  Great  Britain.  I  beg  him 
to  remember,  that  if  two  or  three  years  hence,  he 
should  not  stand  as  high  with  the  American  raer- 
chanls  as  he  could  wish,  it  may  be  fairly  attribu- 
ted to  this  friendly  prplectioo  of  their  immediate 
t,  which  he  wnuld  have  extend' 


The  gentleman  was  eqaally  unfortunate  in  say- 
ing, the  destruclinn  of  S{.  Domingo  had  caused 
aoeb  a  demand  for  su(>ar,  that  the  cultivation  of 
cotton  in  the  British  West  India  islands  had  been 
abandoned;  heisnni  well  versed  on  the  subject,  the 
(act  not  being  as  he  has  staled  it.  However  great 
an  impetus  the  destruction  of  St.  Domingo  may 
have  given  to  the  cullivfttioo  of  sugar  and  coffee, 
in  the  British  West  ladies,  it  certainly  had  no  ef- 
fect in  anv  way  on  that  of  coiton,  the  quantity  of 
that  »rlicle  formerly  exported  from  thence  being 
too  small  to  have  any  influence  whatever.  Out 
eoltoo  will  never  be  snpplanted  from  that  quarter. 
Could  the  sugar  estates  be  converted  to  cotton 
plantations,  so  depressed  has  been  their  situation, 
that  converiion  would  have  been  longsince  effect- 
ed. Nor,  sir,  isillrne,  that  the  cnltivation  of  cot- 
ton in  the  British  West  India  islands  has  been 
abandoned;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  regular 
thoogh  slow  in  its  increase,  compared  with  that 
of  cofiee.  Crops  of  that  kind  are  frequently  pre- 
carious, Qwing  to  a  natural  enemy  of  the  plant 
ID  those  islands,  and  therefore  the^nltivation  has 
DOI  kept  pace  with  tbe  demand. 

I  heard  the  gentleman  with  pain  and  mnrtitica- 
tion,  I  repeat  it,  with  pain  and  mortiSeatlon  I 
heard  him  declare  that  itatiODs  like  individuals 
should  [Wckel  their  bonOr  for  money.  The  act 
is  base  in  an  individual,  in  a  nation  inlinilelv 
worse.'  The  eentlemaa  was  eorrccled  by  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Nelson)  on  this  subject.  He  evi- 
dently, to  my  apprebeosioD,  expressed  an  opinion, 
that  montj  was  lo  be  preferred  to  honor.    He 


told -us  that  honor  in  arbitrary  governnents  was 
identiSed  with  the  ninnarch,  who  went  to  war 
for  hii  mistress;  that  In  republics  honor  consisted 
the  opportunities  afforded  to  acquire  wealth, 
and  by  way  of  illustration  said,  we  pocketed  Ollt 
honor  for  money  in  payiifg  tribute  to  the  Barbary 
Powers,  for  the  security  of  ■  paltry  trade.  Doe* 
tbe  gentleman  mean  to  assimilate  a  tribute  exact- 
ed by  Great  Britain  with  that  paid  to  Algiera^ 
Or  does  he  mean  to  be  understood  as  advising  us, 
because  we  purchase  peace  with  barbarians,  in- 
'lvia:g  no  honorable  consideration,  to  barter  for 
leconisry  reward,  with  Great  Britain,  onr  riahta, 
T  honor,  and  oar  independence?  DeiestabTe  aa 
is  inference  is,  it  results  from  his  argutDHila. 
Repeal  the  embargo,  throw  open  yonr  trade  to 
Great  Britain';  you  can  put  money  in  your  pocket 
by  it.  I  want  no  substiiuie.  Sir,  if  my  [on^oe* 
was  in  the  thunder's  mouth,  then  with  a  passioa 
would  I  shake  the  world  and  cry  out  treason! 
This  abandonment  of  onr  rights,  this  sacrifice  of 
independence  I  most  soFemnly  abjure.  As- 
tonished mdeed  am  I,  that  a  gentleman  so  eloquent, 
F.O  well  qualified  to  uphold  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  his  country,  should  so  abandon  them  1  Is  it 
ible  sueh  doctrine  thoiild  be  advocated  on  the 
floer  of  Congress?  Has  it  come  to  (his?  Was 
it  fur  this  the  martyrs  of  the  Revolution  died?  Is 
this  gre^t  Continent  and  the  free  millions  who  in- 
habit it,  again  to  become  appendages  of  the  Bri- 
tish Crown  T  Shall  it  again  be  held  in  iti  orbit 
by  the  attractive,  the  corruptive  influence  of  the 
petty  island  of  Great  Britain?  No.  Sooner  may 
yon  expetfi  the  sun  with  all  the  planetary  system 
will  rush  from  their  shining  spheres,  lo  gravitate 
roand'B  pebble.  Remember,  sir,  it  is  no  longer  a 
contest  singly  about  the  carrying  trade,  or  the 
impressment  of  aeamen,  or  the  insult  lo  tbe  na- 
tional flag,  hut  all  united  with  the  rights  and  at- 
tributes t^  sovereignty,  even  to  the  violation  of 
the  good  old  United  States.  You>  stand  on  the 
verffe  of  destruction,  one  step,  one  movement 
bacEwards  will  stamp  your  character  with  indel- 
ible diserace.  You  must  now  determine  whether 
y«a  will  maintain  the  high  station  among  nations, 
to  which  the  virtues,  the  spirit  of  the  peo^e  have 
elevated  you,  or  sink  into  tributary  vassalage  «nd 
colonization.  Bj  all  your  rights,  your  dntie*,  ' 
your  awful  responsibility,  I  charge  yoQ  ''choose 
ye  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve ;  but  as  for  me  ■ 
aod  iny  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 

Mr.  CtJLPEPBR  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  re- 
jnn. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  lo  adjotim.  Mr.  J.  G.  Jack- 
son called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  molioa ; 
but  a  su^cient  number  did  not  rise  to  justify  the 
taking  them.  Motion  fD  adjourn,  negniived,  Mr. 
Cook  renewed  the  motion,  observing  that  he  had 
some  remark!  to  make,  which  might  occtfpf  the 
House  soitie  time. — Carried,  54  to  60,  and  the 
House  adjourned'. 

SaTDRDAr,  December  10. 
Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  prosanted  a  bUI  aopplemeDtaiy 
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lo  the  act,  eotiUed  "An  act  for  tbe  establishmeot 
of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  ibe  Dintriet  orCulumbiu;"  wliich  wa; 
nai  iwice,  and  committed  lo  a  Cotnmilteeof  tbv 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  bill  senl  fioni  the  Seaate,  ealilled  "An 
■ct  furtber  lo  amend  tbe  judicial  syslem  of  thi 
United  Slalei,"  was  read  Iwice,  and  commillei 
to  Mr.  Marion,  Mr.  Hollanp,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  It 
consider  and  report  Ihcieon  to  llie  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
tbe  elevenlh  ultimo,  on  so  mucb  of  ibe  Message 
from  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Stales  as  le' 
to4he  Military  and  Naval  Establishments,  pre- 
■enled  a  bill  authorlzioe  ihe  appoinimenl  and 
employment  of  sn  adtlilLooal  natnber  of  naf)' 
officers,  seamen,  and  mariaes ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  commiiled  lo  a  Committee  of  thi 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Tbe  House  again  proceeded  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  firit  Tesolution  of  the  report 'mad^ 
by  the  Committee  of  Foreicfn  Relations. 

Mr.  Cook  addressed  the  House  at  considerabli 
length. 

Mr.  R.  JACKBOHsaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  not  having 
been' in  tbe  babit  of  public  speaking,  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  I  rise,  to  make  any  observations 
on  the  resolutions  now  under  consideration,  after 
■0  much  has  been  said  upon  tbe  subject.  Bu 
knowing  Ibe  deensiake  that  the  portion  of  citi 
which-  I  bare  tde  bonor  lo  represent,  and  tbe 
United  Slates  at  targe,  bave  in  tbe  present 
barrassed  state  of  our  political  aS'.iira,  wasll.  __ 
main  silent,  sir,  1  should  feel  as  if  I  was  guilty  of 
treachery  to  their  interests.  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  follow  genilemen  in  their  arguments  who  have 
gone  before  me  in  the  debate,  but  conGnc  myself 
to  make  such  observations  on  (be  retolutious  and 
tbe  state  of  our  political  afiairi',  as  appear  to  me 
to  be  necessary  and  proper.  By  the  first  resolu- 
tion we  are  called  upon  to  declare  ''  that  the  Uni- 
'  led  States  cannoi,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their 
'rights,  honor  and  iodependence.submit  to  the  late 
'  edict*  of  Great  Britain  and  France."  Wby  we 
*re  called  upon  to  make  this  declaration,  I  cannot 
coDceiTe.  I  do  not  see  the  use  of  it,  unless  it  is 
considered  by  the  committee  ia  a  kind  of  test  act, 
which  they  think  ought  to  be  ailiuintsiered  to 
every  member cf  the  House,  to  ascertain  whether 
tbe*  are  of  souod  principles  or  not.  I  do  not  like 
(QCD  abstract  propositlous,  I  ibink  ibem  useless, 
SI  nothing  can  come  from  them  in  a  legislative 
way;  no  bill  can  be  formed  from  it;  however  I  do 
ytbing  at  present  lo  prevent  me  from 


vallng  fur  it.     &y  the  second 
called   upon  to  tleclare  "that  i 


l:>olDti. 


'ipedlcnt  to 
lamission  into  tbe  ports 
:ed  States  ufall  public  or 
'  private  arnied  or  unarmed  ships  or  vessels  be- 
'  longing  (0  Qreal  Bittain  or  France,  or  lo  any 
'  other  of  the  belligerenls  having,  in  fuice  orders 
'  or  decrees  violating  tbe  lawful  commerce  and 
'  neutral  rights  of  tbe  United  States;  and  also 
'  Iha  imporution  of  any  goods,  wares,  ot  tnei- 


'  chandjse,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
'  of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the  said  Powers,  or 
'  imported  from  any  place  in  the  poiseuion  of 

Here,  sir,  I  shall  lake  tbe  liberty  to  dissent  from 
tbe  commiiiee.  Ibr  I  do  not  tbink  it  to  be  expe- 
dient lo  join  them  in  such  a  resolution  as  this. 
For  1  would  ask,  what  are  we  to  promise  lo  our- 
selves from  such  a  system  as  this;  what  will  be 
ihe  probable  effects  of  it?  Will  it  compel  the 
great  belligerenl  Powers  to  do  ns  justice  tor  past 
injuries  and  secure  usTor  the  future  1  If  I  thought 
it  would.  I  would  most  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  But, 
sir,  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  will,  for  we 
have  now  bad  considerable  experimental  knowl* 
edge  of  the  effects  of  tbe  embargo  system,  boik 
as  It  respects  ourselves  and  foreign  Powers,  aDtl 
we  have  found  from  experience,  that,  asacoer- 
cive  .measure,  it  has  had  no  effect,  ll  has  not 
compeUed  France  or  England  to  do  us  justice,  ot 
loiifsciud  their  unlawful  edicts  and  decrees,  i»- 
sued  ngainat  neutral  commerce.  And  those  na- 
tions having  now  experienced  tbe  effects  of  ths 
embargo  for  nearly  one  year,  whatever  alarm  it 
might  have  given  ibem,  when  first  laid  on,  that 
alarm  has  ceased.  And  we  hftve  it  from  high 
authority,  that  France  cares  nothing  about  it,  anil 
that  in  England,  owing  to  the  great  events  now 
passing  in  Europe,  it  is  forgotten.  And  shall  we 
still,  WLlh  all  this  information  and  experience,  ad- 
here lo  Ibis  system,  and  Mill  think  we  can  legislate 
France  and  England  into  a  commiiiance  lo  do 
us  justice,  and  bring  them  to  tbe  bar  of  justice  ia 
ihis  way?  Far  be  ilfrom  me  to  censure  any  one, 
for  the  part  they  have  taken  iti  endeavoring  to 
toaioiain  the  rights  of  our  country,  and  giving 
security  lo  the  interest  of  our  citizens.  But,  sir, 
1  think,  in  tbe  business  of  legislation,  that  tbe  same 
liaeofcuudncl  ought  to  be  pursued,  that  we  would 
pursue  in  the  commoa  and  ordinary  proceedings 
of  life ;  fur  should  any  of  us  undertake  to  do  any- 
thing, suppose  it  be  to  get  a  vessel  afioat  that  had 
been  slrandcd,  and  the  means  employed  were  to- 
tally inadequate  to  its accompUshmeni, should  we 
uutabandon  those  meansand  try  some  other?  We 
have  tried  the  embargo,  and  found  it  altogether 
iceffeclual,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose, 
:hai  b^  a  further  continuance  of  it,  ii  will  amwei 
iny  ol  tbe  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

I  will  now  take  some  view,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
if  what  has  been,  and  «tll  be  (be  efiect  of  the 
embargo,  if  coaiiuued.  as  it  respects  ourselvea. 
The  burden  of  it  has  already  been  very  great,  on 
a  large  proportion  of  our  citizens.  It  bai  been 
grievous,  and  very  sore.  For  bow  otherwise  can 
when  we  consider,  tbal  all  the  navigation 
■fs,  from  one  end  lo  the  other  of  these  Uni- 
ted States,  is  totally  stopped,  excepting  a  small 
remnnnl  of  our  DOasliog  trade,  and  lliat  remnant 
very  great  embarrassments;  and  all  that 
0U5  classofourciiizens,  dependent  on  com- 
merce, deprived  of  (heir  usual  meana  of  gaining 
a  livelihood,  and  ioconsequence thereof  thousands 
of  them  have  been  obliged  to  live  on  (heir  former 
earning^  and  consume  that  Utile  property  ihcj 
had  I  (lea^uied  up  for  their  future  support  and  if 
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the  embargo  is  coDiinue4^  the  ine?irable  coose- 
qaence  mast  be,  baakruplcy  to  msDjc^aur  mer- 
cbants,  and  Hbaolaie  dislress,  misery,  and  waul,  to 
a  large  proportion  of  out  citizens,  wlio  tire  in  the 
seaport  lowos,  and  great  embarrassments  to  all 
classes  of  citizens  throaghout  our  country.  And 
if  thin  sTSlem  is  cunlianed,  we  must  iocur  ihp 
hazard  of  baling  civil  eommolioos  rn  our  coun- 
try, for  experience  has  proved,  (hat  wbeu  grral 
distress  prevaib  among  (he  people,  and  that  dis- 
tress arises  from  political  meaaores,  which  the 
people  are  dividetl  in  sentiment  upon,  (he  hazard 
ts  very  great  that  civil  commoiions  will   take' 

Elace.  Somegenilemen  have  andertaken  toshow 
ow  mucb  we  have  already  lost  by  the  embarso 
But  I  ahall  not  go  into  any  caloulaiion  ofiHii 
tort,  for  I  am  conviDced  (hat  rt  defies  calculation , 
it  is  impossible  to  follow  it  into  all  its  turnings 
and  windings.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that 
the  loss  is  immense^aod  that  we  have  received  such 
a  shock  by  it.  thai  it  will  require  along  time  to 
come,  to  recorer  from  it.  Gentlemen  have  ' 
cndesrofed  to  point  out  such  pans  of  (he  Ui 
as  they  think  are  soSvriog  the  most  by  the 
baigo.  There  is  no  doubt  but  (ha(  it  does  bear 
harder  upon  some  pordons  than  on  o(hers,  and 
that  it  is  unequal  in  its  operation.  But,  sir,  my 
idea  iSjihat  it  bears  (he  hardest  upon  that  pan  of 
oar  citizens,  where  they  are  the  most  dependent 
OD  commerce  for  their  livinK ;  and  this  being  the 
case,  in  nearly  as  great  a  degree,  perhaps,  with 
Uie  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  as  iu  any  part  of 
tb«  UhioB,  it  foltaws  that  iay  constituents  are 
•affering  as  much  as  any  portion  of  the  United 
State*. 

Bpl,  sir,  its  pressure  is  upon  the  whole  country, 
and  it  carries  misery  throughout  oar  laud ;  and  if 
coDtinoed,  the  distress  occasioned  by  it  must  still 
be  much  greater  than  it  has  been,  and  will  be- 
come jutolerable  in  some  parts  of  the  Uaion,  and 
the  conKequeaces  may  be  dreadful  (o  the  natioD. 
And  as  to  its  effects  on  France  or  England,  for 
myself,  1  am  of  opinion,  that  the  Emperor  of 
France  and  King  of  Italy  is  well  plea^  with 
it,  for,  as  it  is  observed  by  jMr.  Canning,  "it  cer- 
taiolf  bomes  in  aid"  of  his  grand  design,  of  de- 
stroying ihe  commerce  of  Ihe  English,  and  trying 
togiTe(hai  nation  the  consumption  of  the  purse; 
and,  until  he  is  satisfied  with  that  speculation,  he 
will  wish  us  to  keep  on  the  embargo,  And  since 
Spain  and  Portugal  have  refused  anr  longer  to  be 
under  the  conirorofBonaparte,  and  nave  bid  him 
and  all  bis  hosts  defiance,  and  have  connected 
themselves  with  the  English,  I  believe  the  Eng- 
lish care  nothing  about  (he  embargo,  but  would 
give  us  iheit  free  leave  to  keep  it  on  forever;  for, 
sir,  it  gives  the  grealeat  activity  to  their  colonies 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  must  be  the 
means  of  iocreasinz  their  settlements  with  aston- 
ishJDg  rapidity.  Eiperience  has  already  proved 
to  then),  that  (heir  colonies  in  the  West  Indies 
can  be  maintained  without  us,  aod  Spain  and 
Portugal  and  thair  colonies  having  become  open 
to  tbem,  to  vend  their  manufactures,  and  with 
what  MD  be  smuggled  into  the  Con(ioen(  and  into 
•or  coaotrjr,  ia  spitS  of  all  the  laws  that  can  be  | 


madeagainst'il,  will  furnish  them  market  enough  ; 
and  our  navigation  bein?  all  laid  up,  and  out  of 
the  ^ay.  their  ships  wjl  obtain  great  freiffbts 
from  9pBinandJ*ortugat  to  thecolooies,  and^om 
the  colonies  back  to  the  mother  couatry  ;  and  ia 
consequence  of  our  re  tiring  into  a  state  of  dJKnified 
retirement^  as  it  has  been  called,  they  will  have' 
nearly  the  whole  trade  of  the  world,  in  their  own 
hands.  And  it  appears  to  me,  sir,  in  every  point 
of  view  that  1  can  place  the  subject,  if  we  con- 
tinue .the  embargo,  it  will  operate  to  distress  our- 
selves an  hundred  times  more  than  it  will  anr 
body  else.  I  will  now,  as  1  hare  heard  the  call 
so  frequently  made,  that,  if  yen  do  not  like  thia 
system,  point  out  a  better,  and  if  it  appears  so,  we 
will  adopt  it — I  will  therefore,  point  out,  what 
appears  lo  me,  a  better  line  of  conduct  for  the 
United  Stales  lo  pursue,  and  if  I  am  so  unfortu- 
tiate  as  not  to  find  a  man  in  this  House  of  mf 
opinion,  I  cannot  help  it,  for  I  feel  rnygelf  con- 
strained, frtfta  assnseof  duty  to  my  auflering con- 
stituents, to  inform  this  House  and  the  nation, 
Ihall  wash  my  hands  of  it,  and  protest  against  it. 
I  thereforo)  sir,  with  great  deference  to  superior 
abilities,  propose  that  (he  law  imposing  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  laws  supplementary  thereto,  be  im- 
mediately repealed,  and  that  we  authorize  out 
merchants  to  arm  their  vessels,  under  proper  re- 
gulations, ia  defence  of  our  legitimate  and  lawfal 
mmroerce;  that  the  Goremmeot  from  time  to  tima 
iffordthecommerce  of  the  country  such  protection 
IS  may  bu  found  necessary  and  prudent.  If  this' 
vas^one,  1  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  citizens 
of  theUniled  Stales  would  soon  be  relieved  from 
th«ir  prvsentembatTaHmentsaad  distress.  This, 
sir,  would  produce  a  circulation  iu  the  body  poli- 
tic, our  planters  and  farmers  would  immediateljr 
find  a  sate  for  their  surplus  produce,  our  rae^ 
chants  would  Bnd  employ  for  their  vessels,  and 
ill  tbatnumerous  class  of  citlzenR  who  have  here- 
tofore been  engaged  in  the  active  aad  busy  scenes 


of  commerce,  would  again  find  emplov  i 
seaports.  In  lieu  of  beholding  dismantled 
covered  with  boards  aod 


ihem  EpBrsandriggingBloft,and  theporls  whitened 
with  their  sails,  and  again  hear  theehecring  sound 
of  industry.  But  it  has  been  said  that  if  the  em- 
bargo was  removed  and  our  merchants  should 
tend  their  vessels  to  sea,  most  of  the  property 
would  be  taken  by  oae  or  other  of  the  great  bel- 
ligerent Powers,  aod  thus  he  lost  lo  our  country; 
and  that  we  have  so  little  trad«  left  that  it  is  not 
'Orth  our  notice.  But  let  us  examine  this,  atfd 
sCe  if  it  be  so.  Could  we  not,  sir,  in  the  present 
Qf  the  world,  trade  to  Englandr  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  to  Sweden,  Spain  and  Portugal,  to 
ome  of  tbe  islands  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
ome  of  the  Turkish  ports  on  that  sea ;  to  nearlv 
ill  the  ports  in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  10  botb 
ides  of  the  continent  of  South  America,  and 
some  other  places,  and  have  the  obstruction  oc- 
casloAed  by  the  embargo  laws  removed  from  oat 
own  coast?  ts  all  this  trade  of  no  iraportanoe 
to  trading  peoplel  Oentlemea  have  gone  into 
sutementtf  .to  show,  from  ou(  former  trade,  how 
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much  ofouTdometiic  produce  could  beeiporied  to 
thediffcMotiMitlofiJie  world, underihe  preseDtem- 
barraismeots,  occasioned  by  the  gT«al  belligereot 
Powers;  tvjt  foroiyself  Iput  DoconGdeuceiniuch 
sUtemeoiB.  Icoosider  trade  may  io  some  Djiea sure 
be  compared  to  water;  if  the  cnaanel  it  baa  been 
used  to  ran  iu  becomes  obstructed,  it  will  Gnd  new 
cbanaelsloTent  itself  in.  For  instance,  Eir,suppose 
we  should  adopt  the  resolulioo  offered  by  ihegen- 
iLemaa  from  New  York,  (Mr.  MuMFOfin.)  He 
memioued  that  we  could  Iradeto  the  little  Swedish 
island  of  St.  Bartholomews,  in  ihe  West  Indies. 
Now  suppose  we  should  look  ovei  our  former  ex- 
ports to  Inis  island  in  aoy  one  year,  what  should 
we  6nd  the  amouot  to  be?  I  do  Dot  know, sir, 
perhaps  one  hundred  tjiousand  dollars,  but  double. 
triple  It  if  you  please,  and  what  comparison  would 
it  bear,  with  the  amount  that  would  be  shipped 
ibere,  under  his  system  1  Would  it  not  ininedl- 
•lely  become  a  distributing  point  for  the  whole  of 
the  West  India  islands,  and  the  amount  increased 
to  an  astonishing  degree,  wheu  compared  with 
what  used  lo  be  exported  (here?  And  so  it  would 
be  in  other  parts  of  .the  world.    Tbe  articles  wilt 

50  where  ibey  are  wanted,  in  a  gteaiar  or  less 
egree;  and  if  they  cannot  be  carried  directly, 
ihey  will  find  their  war  in  an  indirect  niaaner. 
And  as  to  the  danger  of  the  property  beiof;  cap- 
tured and  confiscated,  I  think  our  merchants  end 
traderwriters  are  the  most  competent  to  judge  of 
that.  They  do  not  wish  the  GoTernmeot  to  be- 
come guardians  for  them  in  this  respect.  All  they 
wish  forGoTernmenttodD,  is  to  let  them  manage 
theii  own  affairs  in  their  own  way  ;  and  the  Qor- 
ernment  to  afford  the  commerce  of  the  country 
as  much  proteciiou^  as  shall  be  for  the  real  interest 
of  the  whole  nation.  Have  we  aoc  seen,  in  the 
Summer  past,  with  what  eagerness  the  merchants 
in  the  United  States  availed  themselves  of  tbi 
apecial  permission  granted  to  fit  theit  vessels  it 
ballast,  and  go  abroad  to  collect  debts  ?  And  wai 
not  every  old  and  obsolete  claim  hunted  up,  that 
existed  in  tb«  coaairy.  to  make  out  tbe  amount 
necessary  to  avail  themselves  of  this  permissioii  1 
Is  not  this  proof  that  the  mercbanis  did  not  con- 
sider the  risk  very  greatl  And  was  not  several 
hundred  sail  of  ressels  fitted  out  undsr  this  permi 
■ion;  and  have  they  not  nearly  all  reCUrned  back 
loihe  United  Stales  in  safely  ?  Many  of  these  ves* 
sels  were  insnied  lo  the  West  Indies,  out  and  home, 
at  premiums  of  about  eight  and  nine  per  ce: 
this  in  the  midst  of  the  hurricane  season, 
proves  that  the  underwriters  did  not  estimate  the 
political  risk  at  more  than  Iwoor  three  per  ceut.,for 
tbe  natural  perils  in  lime  ofprofound  peace  woold 
be  considered  equal  to  six  per  cent.  And  ihi 
Gulalion  of  tbe  underwriters  has  proved  coi 
for  they  have  made  money  by  tbe  Business.  And 
was  our  embargo  removed,  1  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  premiums  of  insurance  would  not  be  more 
tban  sii  or  seven  per  cent,  lo  any  port  in  Great 
Britain,  and  about  the  same  to  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal. This,  if  correct,  proves  that  tbe  pditical 
risk  is  not  considered  to  be  very  gre^t  by  those 
who  are  the  best  judges  ot  it.  But,  sir,  it  appears 
lo  me,  there  are  manf  gentlemen  in  this  House 


who  think  it  will  not  do  to  trade,  until  all  politi- 
cal risk  is  removed  out  of  the  way.  If  we  wait 
for  this,  we  shall  never  trade  any  more,  for  the 
natural  perils  of  irBversiog  the  ocean  always  ex- 
ist, aod  always  remaio  nearly  the  same,Blluwin2 
for  the  variation  of  tbe  seasons.  And  the  polili' 
;al  perils  always  exist,  but  they  vary  according 
:d  the  stale  of  political  affairs  among  the  nations 
of  the  world.  But,  sir,  Iliave  repeatedly  beard 
laid,  and  the  same  thjng  ii  espreased  in  the  re- 
port of  the  coDimiilee,  that  oor  situation  is  such, 
that  we  have.no  other  alternative  than  a  war, 
with  both  Great  Britain  and  France,  Eubmission, 

total  suspension  of  our  commerce. 

he  committee  havesir,  aflera  long  sta,tement, 
brought  our  affairs  up  to  this  point,  and  I  do  not 
like  any  of  the  alternatives,  out  of  which  they 
say  we  must  make  a  choice,  for  i  do  not  believe 
that  we  are  reduced  to  this  dilemma;  and  I  will 

agree  to  go  to  war  with  both  England  and 

□ee,  nor  will  I  agree  to  submit,  or  ta  totally 
suspend  our  commerce.  But  I  will  agree  to  give 
our  merchants  liberty  to  arm  their  vessels,  under 
proper  regulations,  in  defence  of  our  legitimate 
commerce,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  send  their  ves- 
sels for  trade  where  they  please;  aod  if  any  of 
ate  so  unwise  as  to  trust  their  property  to 
;e,  or  to  any  ports  in  Europe  where  the 
ih  control,  let  them  fight  their  way  there  if 
Ihey  chooae.    I  see  no  other  course,  sir,  that  we 

pursue,  that  will  be  so  much  for  the  interest 
and  hoDor  of  our  country,  as  the  one  pointed 
.  .  The  American  people  ate  a  cool,  calcula- 
ting people,  and  know  what  is  best  for  their  ia- 
leresl,  as  well  if  not  better  than  any  nation  upoA 
earth,  apd  I  have  no  idea  that  they  will  support 
be  Government  in  a  ruinous  war  with  England, 
under  the  present  existing  circumstances,  nor  in 
measures  depriving  them  of  all  trade  and  com- 

Mr.  Mdhford  then  oSered  a  few  observations 
in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Gb<u.son  of 
Virginia.  During  the  discnssion,  six  difleient 
motions  were  made  for  an  adjonrnment,  the  last 
of  which,  offered  by  Mr.  Oaroenier,  was  carried 
— yeas  58,  nays  48. 

Monday,  December  13. 

Mr.  MoMFOHD  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
surviving  officers  of  the  late  Revolutionary  Armf 
and  Navy  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  praying 
that  they  may  receive  the  difi'erence  of  the  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent,  on  their  final  settlement 
certificates  for  the  yean  1782  and  1793,  and  on 
the  cotnmulation  certificates  from  the  Isi  of  Jan- 
uary, 1T84,  to  tbe  1st  of  January,  1791.  which 
were  funded  at  three  per  cent.;  also,  ten  years' 
interest  upon  one-third  of  the  principal  of  their 
respective  final  settlement  and  comioutaiioa 
notes,  which  constituted  the  six  pet  cent,  defer- 
red stock. 

EXECUTIVE  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  Kan  DO  LPE.  observed  that  it  ^a*  not  with- 
out some  embarrassment  that  he  toss  to  submit 
amotion  to  tbe  House,  not  because  heconceivea 
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tbat  there  was  an/ (hiag  improper  id  the  motion 
itself — far  oilierwiae — 6ut  tecause  he  was  not 
perfectly  sure  whether,  previous  lo  making  !t,  he 
0  Jght  not  to  request  the  galleries  of  the  House  to 
be  cteared.  But,  inasmuch  ai  the  motion  iiself 
could  cooreyDoihing  lo  ihespeciators  ia  (he  gal- 
leries which  would  be  impiuper  to  disclose,  and 
it  woiild  be  coiUpeleni  for  (he  Chair  lo  decide 
whether  the  discussion  (if  any  should  ^rise) 
ought  to  be  carried  on  with  closed  doors  or  not, 
perhaps  it  would  be  better,  in  the  drsC  iastaace, 
10  submit  the  mqiion  with  the  doota  open,  be- 
cause he  knew  what  seosiiiaas  the  closing  the 
doors  of  (he  House  frequently  excited.  The  pub- 
lic bad  already  seen,  by  tbu  supplemental  journal 
of  proceeding!  with  closed  doors,  (be  fateof  serr 
era!  motions  made  id  order  to  give  publicity 
to  several  communications  from  our  Minister^ 
abroad.  They  had  aUb  seen,  he  presumed,  be- 
cause he  bad  seen  in  (he  public  newspapers,  a 
letter  purporting  to  be  wiitteu  by  a  member  of 
this  House,  {Mr.  Sawyer,)  containing  wbai  tva» 
suied  (0  be  a  disclcnure  of  those  despatches  in 
substaoce.  1(  <:ould  aot  be  forgotten  that,  during 
(he  discussion  of  propositions  tu  give  publiciiy  to 
(bote  commuoicaiioiis,  geullemeDr  one  in  tiBrlic- 
ular  from  Massachusetts,  bad  conceived  ,that 
nothing  could  be  more  unhappy  than  to  give, 
sabstaolialljr,  (heir  coatents ;  (hat  it  wfiuld  be  in- 
finitely better,  in  fac(,  to  publish  Ihem  verbqiim, 
than  (0  give  what  eacit  individual  might  choose 
to  call  (heir  substance.  And  Mr.  R.  said  it  was 
well  hnowD  (hat  his  worthy  frien,d  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macok,)  (hough  zealous  for  their 
pablicaiioDi'bad  voted  against  giving  permissidn 
10  any  individual  to  malte  public  what  ne(haugb( 
ID  be  their  subs  lance. 

It  was  wi(b  extreme  reluctance,  Mr.  R.  said, 
that  he  had  drawn  into  question  (he  name  of  any 
member  of  this  House,  particuiarlv  of  one  who 
was  not  present.  He  said  he  had  deferred  the 
motion  which  he  was  about  to  submit,  in  hopes 
(hat  ihe  gentleman  whose  name  had  been  used 
by  the  public  papers  Would  be  present  to  iDform 
(he  House  whether  his  name  had  been  properly 
used  by  the  public  papers  or  not.  He  wished  not 
to  be  understood  as  vouching  for  (he  proof  of  the 
fact;  but  (he  impression  on  the  public  mind  was 
the  same  from  that  le((er  as  if  il  had  ac(UHlI^ 
been  written  by  ihe  member  in  question  ;  and  i( 
must  be  well  known  to  every  member  of  (bis 
House — and  (bat,  as  far  as  it  wen(,'wasa  proof 
tba(  i(  had  mx  been  written  by  the  gentleman  in 
question — that  (be  letter  did  not  contalftjsubstan- 
lully,  the  amount  of  the  despatches.  He  said  he 
perceived  in  tbat  printed  letter  that  an  import- 
ant letter  of  Qeneral  Armstrong,  he  (bought  of 
Ibe  22d.  of  February,  was  not  alluded  (o  at  all. 
He  (bought  it  important  not  only  thai  the  public 
sbouldtsee  what  the  members  themselves  had 
seen,  tbat  they  should  know  what  (hey  knew,  bu( 
that  they  should  be  apprized  of  wha(,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  not  of  much  le^  consequence,  of  what 
ibe  House  did  not  know.  For  this  purpose,  he 
mid,  he  would  again  submit  a  motion  (o  the 
Huase  which  had  beea  oace  rejected,  upon  ground 


which.  In, liis  opinion,  could  not  at  this  n 
have  weight,  since  (he  principal  objection  con- 
sisted in  tbc  jjnpropriely  of  permittmg  anything 
purporting  to  be  the  contents  of  the  communica- 
tions (o  be  known, "on  account  of  the. misrepre- 
sentation to  which  they  might  be  liable. 
Mr.  Ran&olph  then  offered  the  following  reso- 

Seioletd,  That  the  injunctiin  of  secrec^  imposed  on 
thq  comnanicatian  from  qof  respectivE  MinUteri  at 
Paris  and  London,  which  aocompanied  the  fresidenl'i  - 
Heaiage  of  the  Sih  instaat,  b«  takes  (iir.Vith  the  ex- 
ception of  the  extract  of  a  letter  'frop  Oeneral  Arm- 
B(rong:  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated*  P^ria,  Decem- 
ber E7th,  1«0T. 

The  Speaker  observed  (hat,  in  hjs  opinion,  (he 
rules  of  the  House  required  that  this  resolution 
should  be  considered  wiih  closed  doors.  , 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  galleries 
were  accordingly  cleared,  and  so  remained  for 
about  30  hour  and  an  half,  when  they  were  again 
opened.  Whilst  the  doors  were  closed,  the  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  Ranoolpu's  moiiim  was  taken,  after 
debate,  by  yeas  and  naysj  as  follows : 

Yeas — Burwell  Biisett,  Epaphroditns  Chsmpion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Cotpeper,  John  DaTenport, 
jun.,  bsniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely, 
Barenl  Girdenier,  James  M.  Gamett,  Bdnin  Gray, 
John  HaTria,  William  Hoge,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert 
Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lenia.Jlin.,  Bdnard  St.  Loe  LiTermoie,  Mat- 
then  Lyon,  Ifathaniel  Macon,  Jonah  Maaters,  John 
Marrow,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Gnrdon  S.  Mumlbrd, 
Roger  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn,  Joaiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rnsaell,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggul,  Benja- 
min TaDmadge,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabei  Upham,  Philip 
Van  CorUindt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kilhan  K.  Van 
Renssetaer,  and  David  R.  Williuna — 43. 

Nais— Eran  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willi* 
AlatoD,  jun.,  Biekjel  Bacon,  Joseph  Barker,  WiUiua 
W.  Bib>,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Tbo- 
raaa  Bloun,!,  Adam  Bojd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Bur  well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhona, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Richsrd  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph 
Dosha,  William  Findley,  James  Fiak,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Francis  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholeon,  jun.,  Peterson 
Goodwyd,  laaish  L.  Green,  John  Heiater,  William 
Helma,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Reaben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Haley,  John  Q. 
Jackson,  Richard  M.  Jobnson,  Wjtlter  Jones,  William 
Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  John  Love,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, William  McCreery,  Wilham  Milnor,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  jnn.,  Joha  Montgomery,  Nicholas  Rl 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Thomas' 
Newbold,  Thomia  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea.  of  Ponnaylvania,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennenee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Ben- 
jamin Say,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Samnel  Shaw,  James 
Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilio,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart.  John  Taylor,  John 
ThoDlpson,  George  M.  Troop,  James  L  Van  Alen, 
Daniel  C.  Vcrplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Isaac  WUliour,  Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  WU- 
sqn,  and  IQchard  Winn— 81. 

And  the  doors  being  now  opened,  a  message 


dbyCoo^le 


815 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Foreign  Jielathia. 


Decbm^br,  1808. 


from   the   SenaCE  informei}  the  House  that  the 
Senate  huve  passed  a  bill,  eniitlcd  "An  aci  Tor 
Ihe  relief  of  Andrew  Joseph  Villard ;"  lo  which 
Ihey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
FOREIGN  RELATI0W8. 
The  report  of  the  Commiiiee  on  our  Foreign 
Relations  being  siill  uader  c  on;  ide  ratio  it- 
Mr.  Gardehier  commeDCed  a  S[)eech  against 
the  raeasures  of  the  preienl  Adminislraliuu  gen-, 
erallr,  ftitd  the  embargo  in  pariicuUr.    When  he 
bad  been  speaking  abont  an  hour — - 

Mr.  UpnjM  obseryed  Ihat  ihe  usual  hour  of 
adjourntveiit  (about  half  past  two  o'clock)  had 
arrived,  and  the  geoileman  appeared  Dot  lo  have 
nearly  finished.  -  He  therefore  moved  lo  adjourn. 
Mr.  Oabdenies  giving  way  for  the  purpose  of 
permitting  a  qDcslioD  lo  be  taken  on  the  mottOD, 
Mr.  J.  Jackson  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
it,  giving  as  a  reasou  hU  desire  ihai  the  public 
should  knoTV  who  were  willing  to  ptolract  public 
business  thus.  The  motion  for  adjourntnent  w^ 
negatived — yeas  47,  Days  65. 

After  Mr.  Gardemeh  had  spoken  aboat  iweniy 
minutes  longer- 
Mr.  QuincY  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  appeared  lobe  much  exhausted,  and 
renewed  the  motion  for  adjournment. ^Carried — 
yeas  67. 

Tdebday,  Decembct  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Jtetolved,  Thai  a  commiiiee  be  sppoioted  ta 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  Indi- 
KDB  Territory;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tb0MA8,  Mr.  Kbnam,  Mr. 
Babbett,  Mr.  Taggart,  aad  Mr.  Shilib,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  resolu- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thouab,  the  resolutions  of 
the  Houaeof  RepreseniBiivesof  the  Indiaoa  Ter- 
tilOry,  wbicb  were  read  and  ordered  lo  liv  on  Ibe 
table  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  were  referred  to 
the  select  commiiiee  last  appointed. 

Mr.  MAKiOH,from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
veferred,  on  the  tenth  instant,  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  enliiled  "An  act  further  to  amend  the 
judicial  System  of  ihe  {Joiled  Slates,"  reported 
thehill  to  iheHouse  without ameadmesi:  Where- 
upon the  bill  was  commitled  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  lo  morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "AQ'SCI 
for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Joseph  Villard,"  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Aleiandcr, 
,  Retolved,  That  a  commiiiee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  wnat  farther 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law,  prescribing 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  acts,  records. 
And  judicial  proceedings  of  one  Slate,  shall  be 
proved  and  given  in  evidence  in  another  Slate, 
nnd  ihe  efluct  thereof;  and  ibat  ihcy  have  leave 
to  report  bf  bill  or  oiherwise. 


.  Ordered,  TbaiMr.  ALSiAHbcn,  Mr.  DAvtnR. 
WiLLiAUS,  Mr.  John  G.  Jackson,  Mr.  Ket,  and 
Mr,  Qdinov,  be  appointed  a  commiiiee,  pursuant 

to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  lh«  House 
that  ihe  Senate  bave  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  bupplemenial  lo  nn  net  eolitled  'Ab  act  for 
e^rending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue  boads,  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes;"  also,  a  bitt, 
fDlilled  ''An  act  to  chanae  the  post  route  from 
Annapolis  toRockhall.by  Baltimore  loRochhall;" 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  ibis 

FOREIGN  HELATIOJJ8.   ,      . 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re)B> 

Mr.  Garoenieb  occupied  the  floor,  in  continu- 
ation of  his  observalions  of  yesteiday,  for  four 

The  folbwing  is  Mr.  OARDEinEn's  speech  en- 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  intended  to  defer  the  deliv- 
ery of  my  sentirainis  upon  the  s«:ond  resolution, 
uniil  that  resoiurion  should-  come  before  the 
Hbuse.  But  the  course  which  the  debate  has 
taken,  has  produced  a  change  in  my  origioal 
intention. 

That  the  fir^t  resolution  is  an.  imi necessary  one, 
because  no  clear,  deSniie,  practical  results  can 
flow  from  it,  appears  lo  me  self-evident.  Are  the 
people  of  ibis  country  suspfcied  of  an  inteDlioD 
10  abandon  their  rights  or  their  independence? 
Indeed,  sir,  tbey  are  aoi.  Why  then  Is  it,  that  we 
are  called  iipOQ  lo  make  a  new  declaration  of  in- 
.  dependence?  Or  was  the  Administration  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  ihe  Ormnesi 
and  patriotism  of  Ihe  nation  ilaelf  don  bled  abroad? 
Even  I,  sir,  who  am  not  Mitpeeied  of  a  blind  oon- 
fideneein  our  rulers,  wilt  not  advance  sucb  a 
charge. 

The  Erne  quesitoa  is  not.  Is  ihe  matter  express- 
ed in  ibis  abstract  proposilion  trurl  Bui,  Is  it 
necessary  thai  a  resolution  containing  ii  should 
be  passed  by  ibis  House?  I  azree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  (Mr,  Campbell)  that  it . 
would  be  no  less  ridiculous  to  pass  this  resolutioa 
than  to'pass  one  thai  the  sun  shines.  AUowin^ 
both  10  be  true,  both  ara  equally  unnecessary  ID 
be  imbodied  ineresoluiion  of  this  House.  Begin 
this  system  of  abstract  legislation,  and  where  are 
you  to  slop7  Sir,  it  pariake?  loo  much  of  the 
character  of  disturbed,  reroluiionary  times.  To 
slich  a  blasphemous  height  was  this  notion  of 
voting  ab-stcact  propositions  or  declarations,  or 
truisms  (call  them  what  yoa  will)  carried  8t  on« 
time  inFrance,ihattbeirConvcniion  very  grave- 
ly decreed  "Ihat  there  was  a  God!"  Thiswasa 
self  evident  truth ;  and  being  so  could  not  become 
more  so  by  being  decreed.  And  if  the  edicts  of 
Great  Briiaia  and  Frfnoego  to  the  deslruclion  of 
our  "  rights,  honor,  and  independence,"  our  vot- 
ing that  such  is  their  operation,  makes  it  neither 

But,  it  Is  said,  a  select  committee  have  placed 
the  resolution  befwe  us,  and  we  are  bound  to  vote 
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wbelberthe  aMertiensilcoDlaini  are  true  or  fslBe. 
Wlir,  Kir,  if  IsbooldoSera  resoiutiun  that  nt  ihU 
momeat  ihe  bud  Bhinei,  and  aome  one  should  sec- 
ond me,  would  it  be  coniended  thai  thia  Houie 
6nght  gravely  to  proceed  to  the  question  1  and  if 
any  member  should  say,  "I  vole  against  thisres- 
obiioD  because  il  is  too  true  to-be  made  more  so; 
and  because,  therefore,  1  think  it  unnecessary  to 
be  parsed,"   ihat   he,   sir,   should    be   considered 

Again,  ^enilemen,  some  too  wiiti  whou  I  am 
io  the  habit  of  acting,  say,  al  the  worst,  the  reao- 
lutioD  is  bartnlen — It  lies  yon  down  to  no  i^pecific 
course,  and  ihprerore  you  may  as  well  vt>ie  foj 
it;  that  Io  vole  against  it,  will  afford  a  handle 
againsl  oar  popularity— that  ibe  resolution  itselr 
is  an  artful  one — a  trap  set  to  catch  ihe  Federal- 
tats,  as  it  will  hold  them  up  to  suspicion,  if  Ihey 
TMe  Mainsi  il— for  the  vote  will  appear  upon  the 
Jouraals,  when  the  argument  is  not  la  be  found 
tkeit.  Well,  sir,  if  it  be  in  truth  a  trap  lo  catch 
poor  Federalism  in.  I,  for  one,  sir,  am  willing  to 
be  caught.  1  never  deceived  the  people,  whoin  I 
have  the  honor   to  represent,  either  by  giving  a 


opposed,  or  byprpJei 


which  I  did 


Toie  to  the  propriety  uf  which  my  judgi 

J     -_  jj^  prpiessing  opinions  wh 

;  and,  ^ir,  f  trust  in  Ood,  I 
■hall.  The  applause  of  my  cQDEiitueois  is  dear 
to  me.  But  1  wotild  rather  sl^ve  to  deserve  it — 
than,  not  degervlog,  to.  receive  it.  Yet,  sir,  ray 
course  shall  be  always  a  plain  one — a  straightfor- 
ward course'  I  have  not  acquired  the  confidence 
af  my  consiiiaenis  by  increasing  tbeir  delusions. 
J  have  always  labored  to  disperse  them.  .At  my 
first  election  lo  this  House,  a  decided  majority  of 
ibem  were  opposed  to  my  politics.  The  ihougbl 
has  ofteo'  dislressef  me.  But  the  cause  of  that 
distrei*  esisis  no  longer.  And,  therefore,  sir,  I 
will  go  on  dischacgiug  my  duty  with  tbe  most 
actupuloua  obedience  to  my  judgment, and  where 
tbe  weight  of  a  bair  ought  to  turn  the  scale,  it 
■ball  turn  it.  .     . 

But  if  I  had  no  aibei  objection  against  this  ab- 
stract, "  harmless"  resolutioo,  there  is  one  wbicb 
would  be, decisive:  1  would  reject  it  on  account 
of  ''  the  company  it  keeps."  The  committee,  for 
reasons  which  1  shall  not  stop  to  disclose,  hare' 
thought  it  important  to  introduce  ihis,bywayof 
prappiog  the  second  one.  That  second  one,  sir, 
the  undoubted  object  and  inevitable 'teadeocy  of 
wbicb  my  wbol*  soul  recoils  from,  which  I  abhor 
and  deprecate,-  as  fatal  to  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  iny  country-T-Bs  the  grave  of  its  honor 
— aod  I  fear  I  do  not  go  too  far  when  1  add,  of  iii 
independence  \  that  resolution  is  not  alone  sub- 
missiOD  (o  France ;  but,  under  the  pretence  of 
nsisting  her  infractions  of  the  laws  of  oatiuns, 
her  viola  lions  of  the  sacred  rights  of  hospitality, 
her  laughibg  to  scorn  the  obligation  of  Ireniies — 
il  niakes  us  submit  to  all — Id  encourage  a  perse- 
-vennee  in  all.  Nay,  sir,  it  throws  tbe  whole 
weight  of  our  power  into  her  scale,  and  we  be- 
come not  only  the  passive,  but,  to  the  whole  ez- 
teot  of  our  means,  i}te  aolive  instruments  of  that 
Bolicr  which  we. affect  to  abhor.  Tbii^sir,  un' 
nappily,  i*  ca{Mbte  of  the  most  cleat  dentenstra- 


lion;  and, ia  the  proper  place,  it  shall  appear  so. 
[  enter  now  upon  the  aiscussion  of  the  second 
ution.  And  although  I  am  aware  bow  little 
professions  of  sincerity  and  embarrassment  are 
generally  regarded  ;  and,  indeed,  how  little  they 
nught  to  be  regarded,  yet  I  cannot  approach  this 
wfuL  subject- without  declaring  that  I  feel  as  if 
was  about  Co  enter  tbesancluary  of  our  country's 
independence;  and  I  tremble  with  the  same  fear- 
ful dibiriist  of  my  powers,  the  same  distressing 
pFezlty  which  would  embarrass  me  if  I  had 
eied  the  labyrinth  in  which  was  concealed  the 
secret  of  that  country's  honor,  prosperity,  and 
glory,  t  do  fee],  sir,  that  we  should  enter  upon 
ihe  discussion  of  this  quesriun  divested  of  all  the 
prejudices  and  passion  of  party — no  less  than  alt 
foreign  predileciioas  and  animosities — with'  clean 
hearts,  sir;  yes,  beans  seven  limes  purified,  to 
irepare  ijiem  fur  the  discharge  of  the  sacred,  tbe 
loly  duties  of  this  awful  crisis.  He  who  can 
:ome  to  Ibis  debate  with  other  motives  than  to 
ave  his  country,  placed  as  it  h  un  the  brink  of  a 
dreadful  precipice,  deserves  to  be  beard  nowhere 
n  the  cells  of  the  Inquisition.  The^sound  of 
oice  should  never  be  suffered  to  poUuie  the 
Hall  of  tbe  Representatives  of  the  American 
people.  But  he  who,  thinking  that  he  has  traced 
the  causes  and  the  progress  of  our  misfortunes, 
and  that  be  may,  perhaps,  point  the  nation  to  a 
path  wbicb  may  lead  il  back  to  the  prosperotis 
'  ion  it  has  been  made  to  abandon,  would  be  a 

or  10  the  Slate,  if  any  conii  deration  a  could 

keep  him  lilent. 

In  my  *ieWj  sir,  we  have  gone  on  so  long  in 
error — our  afiairs  have  been  suffered  to  run  on, 
year  af^er  year,  into  so  much  confusion,  that  it  is 
not  easy  to  say  what  should  be  dune.  But  if  it  is 
magnanimous  to  retract  error,  certainly  it  is  only 
tbe  performance  of  a  sacred  duly,  wnicb  their 
servants  owe  tbe  people,  to  abandon  a  system 
which  has  produced  only  disappointment  and  dis- 
aMers  hiiberio,  and  promises  only  ruin  and  dis- 
grace in  future. 

The  tirne,  air,  has  been,  when  the  Government 
was  respected  at  home  and  abroad,  when  tbe  peo- 
ple were  prosperous  and  happy,  when  the  politi- 
cal body  was  in  high,  in  vigorous  health  ;  wben 
America  rejoiced  in  the  fulness  of  her  ^lory,and 
tbe  whule  extent  of  tbe  United  States  presented 
a'sceae  unknown  in  any  other  cuuntry,  in  any 
other  aga  Behold  now  the  mournful  contrast,  the 
sad  reverse  I  We  are  ''  indeed  fallen,  fallen  from 
our  bigb  esiatel"  The  nation  is  sick— sick  at 
heart.  We  are  called  upon  to  apply  a  remedy  ; 
and  d'one  will  answer  wnicb  shall  not  be  effect' 
ual.  No  quack  prescriptions  will  answer  now. 
And  tbe  cure,  to  be  effectual,  must  not  persevere 
in  a  course  which  has  not  only  produced  no  good, 
nor  promises  any;  but  which  has  brought  tbe  pa- 
tient (if  I. may  use  tbe  figure  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  Mr.  Nelson)  to  his  present  for- 
lorn condition.  Such  a  perseverance  may  seem 
10.argne  great  hardihood,  oi,  if  you  please, spirit; 
but,  after  all,  it  is  nothing  but  the  desperate  fren- 
zy of  a  losing,  half-ruined  gamester- 
It  becomes,  therefore,  at  last,  indispensable  to 
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lake  a  retraspectire  view  of  our  affairs.  And  if. 
to  iBlcicg  this  view,  we  should  Gad  lite  cause  of 
our  disasters,  we  tomhI  not  fear  lo  comemplate  it, 
to  bold  it  up;  and,  tiaving  growtrwise  by  experi 
ence,  we  must  not  be  preTenled  by  false  pride, 
from  profiling  by  it;  we  muGt  Dot  sbrink  from 
the  exercise  of  a  virtue  because  it  is  also  an  im- 
perious duty.  And  I  hope  that  no  geDtteman  who 
bears  me  is  unwilling  16  aacrifiire  the  popularity 
of  the  Adtninistraiion  to  the  salTaiioB  of  the 
country. 

Permit  me  then,  air,  tt)  go  hack  to  that  period 
JD  our  history  which  immediately  preceded  the 
adoption  of  our  present  farm  of  Government. 
What  was  then  our  condition  1  The  people  were 
poor — for  there  was  no  commerce  to  assisl.agri- 
caliure — there  was  no  revenue  for  general  ob- 
jects. Many  Stales  were  hardly  able  to  collect 
eDOUgb  for  Siflte  purposes.  Aod,  of  course,  there 
was  DO  Euch  thing  as  public  credit,  aiiboug'h 
there  was  an  immense  floating  debt.  We  bad  bo 
reputation  abroad — there  was  no  confidence  even 
•t  home.  But,  sir,  we  bad  a  WASBtNOTOH.  and 
we  bad  the  pupils  of  WASBinoTON.  raeii  whom 
he  knew  to  be  faithful,  in  the  Cabinet,  for  he 
had  foua'd  ih^m  faiiliful  in  the  darkest  eiages  of 
"^'tbe  Revolution.  The  uatioD,  happily,  had  Dot 
beeD  deluded — they  knew  their  friends  by  their 
deeds— ihey  had  not  yet  yielded  to  the  sweet  faa- 
cinalion  of  the  seductive  popular  declamaiiona  of 
these  latter  Jimes.  Men  were  known  by  what 
Ihey  did,  not  by  what  ihey  said.  These  maa,  sir, 
had  the  sagacity  to  discover  the  secret  springs  of 
our  prosperity  and  happiness  and  glory.  And 
ihtiy  were  able  to  strike  them  with  a  powerful 
hand,  and  with  a  powerful  hand  they  did  strike 
them;  and,  iuslantiy,  as  if  by  enchantment,  the 
scene  changed.  Suddenly,  agriculture  raised  her 
drooping  head,  for  commerce  beckoned  her  td 
^prosperity.  Your  people  began  to  pay  their  debts 
and  to  become  rich.  Public  credit  was  restored  ; 
the  Treasury  began  to  fill  readily.  Sources  of 
revenue  were  explored,  certain  of  continually  in- 
creasing. e<]ually  certain  of  being  never  exhaust- 
ed, except  by  folly  and  madness.  Indeed,  sir,  so 
perfect  wasthe  financial  machinery  that  it  admit- 
ted of  no  improvement.  It  required  no  more 
•kill  in  the  successors  of  the  illustrious  Hamilioa 
tD  make  Ibis  instrument  "discourse  most  excel- 
lent music,"  than  it  would  a  child  to  play  a  hand- 
organ.  An  end  was  put  to  our  Indian  wars ;  out 
A^rine  captives  were  redeemed — our  reputatioa 
was  established  abroad, and  the  United  States  a!<- 
aumed  their  just  rank  among^  the  nations  of  the 
earth  I  This  was,  indeed,  a  work  worthy  of  the 
jlluslrions  patriots  who  achieved  it.  It  was  the 
result  of  that  profound  practical  wisdom,  which, 
never  yielding  to  the  deception  of  brilliant,  tbeo^ 
ry,  saw  the  public  interest,  with  a  clear  eye,  and 
pursued  it  with  a  firm  and  steady  step;  and  it 
was  DO  wonder  that  it  was  successfu,!,  Let  me 
add,  too,  that  all  this  was  accomplished  without 
taxation  being  felt  by  the  people. 

But  ihif  great  prosperity  was  not  without  tnier- 
rDptioD.  It  received  a  stroke,  sirj  deep  and  dan- 
gerous, and  almost  mortal,  from  the  tremendous 


system  of  spoliations  commenced  by  Great  Brit- 
am  in  1793.  Misfortunes  cast  themselves  across 
the  path  of  natioDi  as  well  as  indtviduals.  They 
are  often  unavoidable,  and  no  Datiot)  can  hope  to 
be  always  exempt  from  them.  The  wisdom  of 
the  human  mind  is  displayed  in  putting  an  end  to 
tti^ro  IB  private  affairs,  and  in  public  that  states- 
man only  is  great  who  caa  overcome  and  disperse 
iheni,  who,  though  tie  cannot  avert  the  bolt,  can 
prevent  the  ruin  it  threatens.  At  the  period  of 
which  I  speak,  we  had  such  statesmen.  -  Yes,  sir, 
the  alaim  was  depicted  on  every  counieonnce — 
though  the  aaiioo  staggered  to  its  centre  undet 
the  severity  of  the  blow  it  bad  received,  yetwaa 
the  Administration  equal  to  the  dreadful  emer- 
gency—it  had  brnogbt  the  nation  into  existencft 
and  prosperity,  and  it  was  equal  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  both.  And  theyshowed  it,  not  by  Tent- 
ing their  rage -in  idle  reproaches,  but  by  applying 
e^cient  remedies  to  the  diseases  of  the  country. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  justice  was  to  be  ob> 
tained  from  Great  Britain ;  from  that  Power 
which  is  now  represented  and  held  up  to  out  in- 
dignation as  'i  proud,  uaprincipled,  imperioiu, 
and  tyrannical;'  ana  which  certainly  was  at 
least  B9  much  so  then ;  for  then  she  had  on  her 
side  all  Europe  engaged  in  combination  against 
France,  and  France  was  atone  as  England  is  now. 
In  short,  she  was  then  on  the  continent  ol  Europe 
what  France  is  now.  Yet,  from  this  same  coon- 
Iry,  did  our  Gover&ment  succeed  iaobtainingnol 
only  reparation  for  the  spoliations  committed,  hat 
a  surrender  of  the  Western  posts  aUo.  I  repeat, 
sir,  all  this  was  accomplished  wheD  Great  Britain 
was  not  less  imperious  in  disposition,  liut  loore 
formidable  in  power  than  the  is  now.  Andaurely 
1)11  this  ought  to  appear  strange  and  wonderful 
indeed  to  those  who  have  been  deluded  into  the 
idea  that,  when  Great  Britain  was  atru^gliDf, 
gasping  for  existence,  the  same  thing  was  impos- 
sible: that  has  withease,  and  under  more  inauspi- 
cious circumstances,  been  accomplisbed,  which 
the  men  now  in  power  pretendthey  have  attempt- 
ed iavain.  Still,  strange  as  it  may  seem  to  ibem, 
it  is  is  a  fact— it  i»  history,  Well,  sir,  how  wa* 
this  miracle  broaght  about?  By  a  process  r«rf 
plain  and  simple,  The  Adminislratioa  was  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  peace;  and,,  that  sickle  object 
in  their  eye^  they  exerted  their  abilities  co'obtaia 
it,  and  cOQsequetitly  did  obtain  it.  The 'instruc- 
tions of  the  Minister  brpathed  a  desire  of  peace— 
of  reconciliation  upon  terms  compatible  with  th« 
honor  of  both  nations.  The  Admin  ist  rat  ion  did 
not  send  with  their  Minister  a  u  on 'importation 
act.  a  proclamation,  oca  permanent  embargo,  bf 
way  of  exhibiting  their  love  of  peace.  The  re- 
finement in  diplomacy  which  seods  with  the  n&> 
goliator  a  new  cause  of  quarrel  for  the  purpttse  of 
accelerating  the  adjustment  of  an  old  one,  waa 
□ot  yet  invented.  No,  sir,Mr.'Jay,  (and  the  oame 
of  that  stern,  iaflexihle  patriot  and. Republican,  I 
always  repeat  wjtb  delight  and  reneratioD,  bs* 
pause  be  is  a  patriot  andr a  Republican) — 

[Here  Mr.  Upham  look  the  advaatage  of  K 
pause  made  by  Mr.  O.  lo  observe  that,  as  (hegeif 
tlemaa  appeared  considerably  ezhaiisled  &«.,  he 
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would  more  aa  Rdjbarnnient,  which  wbs  taken 
by  ayei  and  noes,  and  loii — ayes  47,  noet  65 — Mr. 
O.  TotiD{  in  the  aEBitnative.j 

Mr.  G.  cooiLDued. — Mr.  Jay  had  no  dispoBitlon 
to  bully  the  Brilish  Gp?erDin«Dl  into  justice ;  be 
had  no  objection  Iba't  they  should  h&ve  all  ihe 
merit  of  returDiDg  rolumarily  to  a  seme  of  jus- 
tice, prorided  his  couotry  might  hare  the  benefit 
of  aubstBDlial  reparaiioa.  The  stern  saee  of  the 
RerolutioD  becaoiG  the  eoarleous  Atnbassador, 
4iid,apj>ealiDK ''to  Ihe  justice  Bud  magDHnimiiy  of 
His  Briiannic  Majesty,"  he  demBoded-redress 
and  he  obtained  it.  The  British  GoTerameatMW 
■hat  ours  waa  sincerely  disposed  to  be  at  peace  i 
with  (befD,  and,  pursuing  lh»'  naturftl  direction  of ' 
their  interests,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  making 
peace.  Out  plondered  merchants  were  compen- 
sated— paid,  sir,  bonajide.  We  did  not  purchase 
redress  ;  we  did  DOl  pay  fur  the  surrender  of  the 
Western  posts,  which  were  our  right,  and  out  of 
ibe  purchase  moaey  iudemniry  a  portion  of  our 
own  citizens.  No{  the  paymeDi  was  toall ;  and 
in  right  old-fashioned  "  Biiiish  gold,"  all  counted 
down  oa  the  oail.  I  wish  that  1  could,  with 
equal  trnlh,  say  the  same  thing  of  .more  modern 
ueatics. 

And  now,  sir,  compensation  being  made  by 
Qreat  Biitain  fbr  the  spoliaiitws  on  oar  commerce, 
(lie  Western  posts  being  surrendered,  a  commer- 
cial ireaiy  beiiigeslablished,th«dai>h  cloud  which 
obacured  onr  prospects  being  dispersed,  the  sun  of 
our  prosperity  onee  more  burst  forth  in  all  its  ra- 
diance, and  again  all  was  well. 

I  care  not  what  were  the  objections  of  the  day, 
begotten  in  the  brain  of  faction,  and  cherished  in 
mobs  ;  under  the  treaty  we  were  prosperous  and 
happy,  and  that  one  fact  is  eoongb  for  me.  Bad 
as  tbetieaty  was  represented  to  be,  and  Ihe  wont 
feauir«  of  it  most  probebly  was,  that  it  was  a 
British  Treaty — bad  as  it  was,  the  continnance 
of  its  existence  bai  been  precisely  eoeztensire 
with  the  progressof  our  prosperiiy — it  made  our 
people  rich  and  happy  ;  aud^  had  as  It  was,  they 
woald  have  cause  to  rejoice  indeed  if  the  present 
Admin  i  It  ration  had  furnished  them  with  just 
Mcb  another. 

France  saw  with  aneaainess  the  return  of  a  good 
nndenianding  between  America  and  Great  Bril- 
aia.  And  she,  in  her  tarn,  let  loose  her  plunder- 
ers upon  onr  commerce.  Again,  the  wisdom  of 
onr  GoTemnienl  was  called  inli>'actiun,and  again 
it  produced  the  most  happy  result.  What  did 
they  do  ?  An  eu^bassr  wae  despatched  to  France, 
redress  was  demandea,  but  ihe  Ministers  were  not 
received,  nor  could  be,  till  a  doueao—^  tribute — 
was  paid.  From  a  nation  which  returned 
an  answer,  redress  could  not  be  expected ;  and 
there  was  an  end  of  negotiaiion.  Britain  and 
France  had  acted  toward  us  with  equal  injustice 
— the  di^wsiiion  of  our  GoTernmeni,  its  desire  of 
peace,  was  the  same  with  both.  Its  conduct  was 
the  same  to  both,  but  France  would  not  even  hear 
onr  demands.  The  American  GoTernmenj  were 
at  no  losijiow  to  act.  The  case  was  a  plain  one. 
One  oatioD  robs  another — that  other  demands 
repantton — preraricalion  is  the  reply.  It  requires 


no  skill  to  see,  in  such  a  case,  that,  to  eoax  the 
offender  iota  reparatioQ  is  impossible.  Accord- 
ingly, our  Government  did  not  hesitate  as  to  the 
course  it  should  pursue ;  they  did  not  wait  to  be 
spurred  on  by  any  Goverameot  to  an  assertion  of 
their  rights;  they  would  not  leave  it  one  moment 
doubtful  whether  they  had  the  disposition  and  the 
courage  to  assert  them.  They  proceeded  imme- 
diaiely  to  annul  the  French  TreHiy,  to  pass  non- 
intercourse  laws;  they  built  ships  of  war,  and 
sent  them  upon  the  ocean,  to  protect  our  com- 
merce. They  were  notanDbstiDate  but  that  ibey 
could  receive  inxiructioD,  even  from  the  author  of 
Virginia,"  who,  in  that  work,  so 
judiciously  recommends  a  navy.  Our  lillle  ar- 
mament picked  up  the  French  cruisers,  great  aod 
small ;  the  coast,  the  sea,  was  soon  cleared  of 
them.  And  our  commerce  again  visited  every 
clime  in  safety, 

I  will  here  remark,  sir,  that,  during  all  this  time, 
the  staple  commodities  (particularly  of  the  North- 
ern-States) suffered  no  diminution,,  but  an  increase 
in  price.  Well,  sir,  France  very  soon  discovered 
that  she  had  nothing  to  gain,  and  we  nothing'to 
lose  by  such  a  state  of  things.  Even  then,  when 
she  had  some  naval  power,  she  discovered  this. 
e  was,  therefore,  very  soon  disposed  to  change 
A  treaty  was  patched  up,  in  the  end,  and  sorae- 
ihJDg  like  the  appearance  of  redress  provided  for. 
Now,  sir,  for  the  result,  A  former  Adminis- 
tration were  able  to  settle  our  differences  with. 
Great  Britain,  although  she  governed  all  Europe, 
although  she  was  unjust  haughty,  and  imperious. 
Now  the  same  thio^  is  said  to  be  imponible  1  A 
former  Administration  were  able,  after  a  fair  ae- 
gotiation  had  failed,  lo  bring  France,  who  had 
then  some  maritime  power,  on  her  marrowbones. 
And  now,  when  she  has  none,  again  the  saine 
thing  is  impossible!  How  happens  all  ihisi  Sir. 
I  am  afraid  yanr  Administration  have  committea 
most  capital  mistakes.  They  have  been  unwil- 
ling to  learn  wlbdom  from  the  npericnce  and 
success  of  their  predecessors.  I  do  feur,  and  1 
iball  he  obliged   to  prove,  that,  on  the  one  hand, 


they  have  been  actuated  by,  certainly  they  have 
"  "       ng  the  example  of  a  former  Adr~ 
i^sted  a 


never  (folii 
com  mod  I 


the  example  of  a  former  A 
ited  a  sincere  dispoaiiioo  to  av 
difficulties  with  Great  Britaia. 
And,  on  Ihe  other  band,  ihey  have  in  no  instance 
shown  lo  France  that  bold  front  which,  in  more 
unpromising  limes,  brought  the  terrible  Republic 
to  her  senses.  These  two  errors,  these  wilful, 
wanton  aberrations  fram  established  policy,  are 
the  true  causes  of  all  our  roiifortunes.  It  is  ow- 
in^  to  them  that  we  have,  if  we  believe  the  Ad- 
minisiiation  sincere,  two  enemies  who  are  already 
at  war  with  each  other,  and  we,  the  only  instance 
of  the  kind,  since  ihe  creation  of  the  world,  ara  to 
step  out  a  third  and  distinct  belligerent,  a  sort  of 
Ishmaelite  belligei;ent;  our  hand  against  every 
nation,  and-every  nalion's  hand  against  us.  We 
are  in  a  situation  which  defies  hope,  one  in  which 
we  have  but  a  single  miserable  consolation,  ibat 
thoogh  it  promises  nothing  bnt  tuin,  yet  it  is  lO 
ridiculous,  BO  ludicrous,  that  we  can  but  smile 
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These  remarks  are  eiioiud  from  me  a  liiil« 
out  of  iheir  order.  1  return  to  the  period  of  the 
Tcsioration  of  peace  between  tbe  UDitei]  State: 
and  Fraace. 

Tbe  AdmiQislralioD  now  (1801)  passed  into  thi 
handsof  other  men.  Tbeyreceiireda  country,  rich 
prosperou!!,  andiocreasiog  la  prosperity.  A  people 
ooQieoted  and  bappy;  or  disconieoted  nnly  with 
those  who  bad  beeo  tbe  authors  of  their  prosper- 
ity. They  received  a  Treasury  full  aod  o»er- 
flowing,  giving  a  vigor  and  a  spring  to  public 
credit,  almost  unknown  before,«nd  to  tbe  reputa- 
tion of  the  country  a  dignity  uniullied;  they 
found  us  in  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations, 
onr  coraraeree  whitening  every  sea,  and  reward- 
ing agriculture  for  all  its  industry,  and  every  one 
silling  in  peace,  under  bis  own  vine  and  Gg  tree. 
Our  country  presented  to  the  animated  philan- 
ihropial  one  uninterrupted  display  of  liberty,  of 
gaiety,  and  of  felicity.  Oh  1  bappy,  happy  period 
of  our  bistory^never.  never,  I  fear  to  return. 
And,  if  ever  truth  dropped  from  the  lips  of  inao. 
it  wae  when  the' nation  was  declared  to  bein^the 
full  tide  of  successful  elperimenl,"  Neverwere 
tbe  destinies  of  a  nation  in  more  wonderful  pros- 

Krity  committed  to  men.  That  prosperity  bad 
en  acquired  at  a  price  no  less  unparalleled,  at 
the  expense  of  the  destruction  and  disgrace  of 
those  whose  wisdom  and  energy  had  produced  it. 

The  new  men,  gir,  were  not  required  to  bring 
order  out  of  confusion ;  that  had  been  done 
already. 

They  were  doi  called  upon  to  lay  the  deep  and 
strong  foundations  (^national  prosperity  aadhap' 
pioess  ;  that  had  been  done  already. 

They  were  not  enjoined  to  "multiply"  the  tal- 
ents committed  to  ibeir  stewardship;  that  was 
nnnetessary — thev  were  merely  commanded  to 
preserve  them  undiminished. 

They  were  not  required  to  create  a  paradise — 
but  to  keep  uninjured  that  which  was  committed 
to  their  guardianship. 

They  promised,  indeed ;  they  were  so  rash,  in 
the  fulness  of  their  exultation,  aa  to  promise  to 
do  more ;  but  folly  alone  could  believe  them ;  and 
for  breaking  this  prQinise  I  forgive  them,  for  to 
do  more  was  impossible.  And  if  they  had  bvt 
preserved  unimpaired,  if  they  had  not' totally  de- 
troyed  the  inestimahletreasuresinrrusted  to  them, 
i  would  have  endeavored  to  overcome  my  re- 
sentmenl,  my  indignaiion,and  my  despair. 

Ib  performance  of  their  lofty  promises,  in  dis- 
regard of  sacred  duties,  what  have  they  done  ?  la 
what  condition  do  they  leave  the  country,  which, 
eight  years  since,  "in  the  full  tide  of  successful 
eiperiraent,"  fell  into  their  hands?  They  pre- 
sent to  us,  sir,  tbe  gloomy  reverse  of  all  it  was. 
Tbe  people  disc&nteoted  and  distressed — all  be- 
coming daily  more  and  more  poor — except,  la- 
deed,  that  class  of  rich  speculators,  whose  wealth 
and  wirose  hearts  enabled  them  to  prey  upon  the 
wants  of  [heit  countrymen.  The  despair  and 
dismay  of  1786  are  retaroed  1  The  prosperity  of 
Iwemy  years  is  annihilaled  at  one  stroke  I  The 
•ources  of  revenue  are  dried  up.  The  Treasury, 
indeed,  may  be  now  full— but  it  must  continuaJly 


dimtoish-~-and.  without  lis-usual  supply,  it  must 
soon  be  empty.  We  have  still  some  credit.  But 
how  long,  sir,  can'ihat  be  roaioiained.  when  it  is 
known  that  we  have  no  longer  the  means,  allow- 
ing us  10  possess  the  disposition,  to  fulfil  our  pe- 
cuniary engagements  7  When  you  canoot  collect 
a  cent  upoa  imposts,  and  dare  not  lay  a  direct 
lai,  how  far  you  wilt  be  able  (o  obtain  money  on 
loan,  is,  to  say  tbe  least  of  it,  very  questionable. 
But,  I  will  hasten  to  finish  the  contrast  I  was 
about  to  make.  Commerce,  sir,  has  perished, and 
agriculture  lies  dead  at  her  side — for  these  twin- 
sisters  must  flourish  oi  die  together.  No  nation 
in  the  world  is  our  friend — our  paradise  is  becom- 
ing a  wilderness;  our  soil  is  stained  with  the 
bloAd  of  our  own  citizens;  and  w^  look  around 
us,  in  vain,  for  one  solitary  benefit  to  compensate' 
us  for  all  tbe  dreadful  eSecti  of  the  [wesent 
system. 

Perhaps,  sir,  I  may  be  answered :  "  Though  alt 
yoii  have  said  be  true,  though  our  former  pTDs~ 
perlty  ealsts  no  longer,  it  is  ungenerous,  it  is  un- 
just to  impute  the  change  to  tbe  agency  of  the 
Admioistration.  What  has  happened  coulil  not 
be  prevented."  Though  such  a  rebuke  were  rea- 
soaable,  1  wiU  still  insiirtthat  the  Ad  minis  tralion, 
if  they  deserve  no  censure,  are  certainly  entitled 
to  no  praise,  and  can  ask  for  no  confidence.  If 
they  have  not  been  the  antbors  of  tbe  public  ca- 
lamities, they  have  not,  like  their  predecessors, 
discovered  the  ability  to  prevent  them  IVom com- 
ing thick  upon  us.  If  theii  hearu  are  boo  est, 
their  beads  have  not  discovered  mDch  sonndaess. 
No  set  of  men.  however  ignoraot,  however  stupid, 
could  have  placed  the  country  in  a  worw  or  a 
more  deplorable  situation.  The  truth  is  plain  and 
palpable.  Judging  of  tbe  wisdom  of  the  Admin- 
islraiioii  by  the  result  of  its  measure,*,  I  naanot 
sing  praisis  to  them  for  their  skill  and  ingenuity 
diplomacy.  No,sir;  1  delight  in  that  diplom- 
:y  which  makes  the  poor  rich;  which  makes 
dustry  prosperous ;- which  spreads coatentmeot 
rough  tbe  land,  and  happiness  among  the  peo- 
ple. 1  delight  in  the  diplomacy,  whose  skill  and 
wisdom  can  be  read  in  the  countenance  of  my 
trymen,  and  makes  tbe  face  of  my  cooatry 
tbe  evidence  of  its  prosperity.  I  like  not,  labhor 
that  diplomatic  skill  which  can  be  found  only  in 
a  book!  which  has  produced  nothing  but  calam- 
'ly,  and  whose  praise  is  written  in  the  blood  of 
ny  countrymen- 

Bui,  sir,  boW  happens  it  that  we  still  remain 
under  the  distresses'  occasioned  by  the  belllger- 
?  Is  there,  indeed,  a  physical  impossibiTily 
moving  them?  From  Oreat  Britain,  and 
that,  too,  when  she  had  the  whole  Continsnt  on 
her  side,  we  could  once  obtain  justice,  not  only 
for  the  past,  but  security  for  the  future.  Frot^ 
France,  too,we  could  once  obtain  justice,  but  aon^ 
an  gain  justice  from  neither.  What  change, 
as  occurred  in  the  stats  of  things  to  prodace 
this  strange  impossibiliiv  7  Our  commerce  is 
more  an  object  to  Great  firiiain  now,  than  it  was. 
formerly— and  France  can  oppose  to  us  no  resist- 
ance on  the  ocean.  And  yet  no  remedy  can  be 
found  for  our  calamities  I    Sit.  I  will  not  be  tbe 


dovGoo^le 


HXSTOKT  OF  CONGKESS. 


826 


Fortign  Relatione. 


H.0 


dupe  of  ihis  miserable  artifice.    What  has  been 
done  once  can  be  done  again  b;  employiag  the 

The  Adrniaisiratign  have  coqnmilted  greater 
errors.  They  haTe  caniluoted  ail  their  affairs  id 
■o*h  a  style  as  (o  leave  Great  Brilaio  do  room  to 
doubt  that,  when  the;  asked  for  peace',  they  want- 
ed it. not.  To  ibis  cause  may  be  traced  all  oQr 
diScalties,  so  far  as  they  proceed  from  that  Pow- 
er.  As  it  regards  France,  I  fe&t  that  they  hare- 
not  acted  the  proper,  the  maoly  part.  In  short, 
fir,  they  bare  not  pursued  toward  England  the 
policy  vhich  saved. usio  1705,  nor  (dffard  Fiance 
the  policy  which  was  fuccesafuliy  opposed  to 
French  rapacily  and  French  ohsliaacy  in  '93.  . 

I  ibiok  an  error  was  committed,  wiiea,  afiecl- 
iig  lo  desire  an  amicable  arraogenienl  with  Qreat 
Britain,  instead  of  treating  with  her  as  a  nation 
Dot  to  be  intimidated,  much  less  buiUed,  the  non- 
importatioD  act  was  passed.  For,  air,  if  she  Was 
M  prond,  so  haughty,  so  imperious  as  some  gen- 
tlemen  delight  lo  describe  ber,  then  to  bring  her 
to  justice  by  assuming  an  attiuideof  menace,  was 
eridently  impossible.  When,  therefore,- you  pass- 
ed the  Con-importalJon  act,  ondera  pretence  that 
it  would  be  a  successful  auxiliary  to  friendly  de- 
gtilialion,  what  could  you  expect  but  to  alarm  the 
pride,  and  the  baughiiness,  and  Imperiousnaes  of 
that  nation?  And!  doine  that,  how  could  you 
expect  an  amicable  rrsuu?  No  sir,  it  was  not, 
■DjI  it  could  not  he  expected.  You  obtained  a 
treaty  indeed — but  it  was  from  a  Fox  Ministry. 
Yet  such  as  it  was,  it  was  not  to  good  as  a  Jay's 
Treaty, -and  the  Executive  .rejected  it  without  so 
much  as  laying  it  before  the  SenatSf 

la  support  of  the  embargo  system,  gentlemen 
say,  if  we  suffer  our  commerce  to  go^on  the 
ocean,  or  whererer  it  goes,  it  will  be  crippled 
either  by  France  or  Great  Britain.  Although 
this  is  not  true  in  the  extent  laid  down,  yet  it  wilt 
hold  tolerably  true  as  respects  the  European  seas. 
From  what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to-represent  as 
the  iaipossibiiLty  of.  sailing  the  ocean  with  safaty, 
tesulis  (say  they)  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
the  embargo  system.  And  they  say,  it  is  not  the 
embargo,  but  the  decrees  and  orders  which  are 
the  true  cause  of  all  we  suffer;  that  the  embargo, 
■o  far  from  beisg  the  cause  of,  was  devised  as  a 
remedy  for  the  evilawe  endure.  Weil,  sir,  for 
the  sake  of  the  arguraeni,  be  it  as  they  say.  Has 
the  embargo  answered  1  Is  there  any  probability, 
Ibe  slightest  indication,  thai  it  will  answer?  Has 
it  operated,  to  any  perceptible  extent,  except  upon 
ourselres,  during  the  twelvemonth  it  has  been  in 
extsiencel  If,  then,  neither  the  remembrance  of 
the  past,  nor  the  prospect  of  the  future,  give.i  the 
least  encouragement  to  hope,  why  will  gentlemen- 
persist  in  the  system  1  And  that  loo,  sir,  at  an 
expense,  lo  their  owo  country,  so  enormous  in 
amount  ?  Will  they  go  on  obstinately  amid  all 
the  disconients,  or  clamors  (as  eenilemen  in  very 
■nti-Repiiblican  language,  calf  the  voice  of  the 
people)  in  the  Gastern  and  Northern  Stales? 
And  Ibal  from  mere  obstinacy — en  obstinacy 
not  encouraged  by  tbe  least  glimmering  of  hone  7 
If  I  could  be  pointed  to  «  single  fact,  profluced  bf 


the  operation  of  the  embargo,  which  would  prove 
that  ilhad  any  other  effect  on  the  disposition  of 
Great  Brilaiu  than  to  irritate — or  any  other  on 
France  than  to  please,  than  lo  encourage  her  to 
a  perseverance  in  that  system  of  injustice,  which 
we  prelend  to  oppose,  kul  to  the  policy  of  which 
we  give  all  our  support  with  an  infatuated  wil- 
fulness, and  whiijh,  therefore,  increases  the  hos- 
tility Great  Briiain  has  felt  from  the  measure — if 
Ihey  could  show  me,  sir,  that  tbe  embargo  will 
bring  either  to  terms,  I  would  abandon  the  oppo- 
sition at  once,  and  come  heart  and  hand  into  the 
support  of  your  measures.  The  other  day.  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  WiLUAsia) 
almost  persuaded  me  that  it  ought  to  operate 
upon  Great  Britain;  but  1  looked  and  1  fouad  it 
did  not,  and  I  was  convinced  it  would  not. 
'  But,  have  gentlemen  reBected  (hat,  if  all  Ibe 
evils  were  drawn  from  Pandora's  box,  to  vex 
Great  Britain,  you  could  have  hii  on  none  so  well 
calculated  to  call  out  all  her  resistance,  and  all 
her  .obstinacy,  as  this  same  expedient,  tbe  embar- 
go I  If  she  yields  lo  U^  under  tbe  pressure  of 
such  a  system,  she  discloses  to-  us  the  secret  of 
her  independence !  Sir,  tbe  embargo  is  war ;  it 
was  intended  as  suchagainst  Great  Britain.  And 
she  underslaads  lis  meaning  and  its  character  too 
well  for  as  to  disguise  it,  under  a  pretence  of  its 
being  a  mere  precautionary  municipal  measure. 
Its  efficacy  as  a  coercive  measure  baa  been  too 
often  and  too.  loudly  boasted  of  in  this  House,  to 
make  its  real  object  a  secret  to  her.  Nay,  in  so 
far  as  tbe  great  and  prominent  feature  of  war  is 
ooercion  ;  m  so  far  as  war  is  always  intended  10 
make  the  adversary  yield  that  which  he  will  not 
yield  voluntarily  ;  in  so  far,  are  the  embargo  and 
the  non-imponalion  act,  war.  Each  was  intend' 
ed  lo  coerce  Great  Britain  lo  yield  to  us  points, 
which  it  had  been  ascertained  she  would  not 
yield  roluntarily.  <  It  was  a  srsiem  of  coercion,  a 
newrfangled  sort  of  philosophical  experimental 
war.}  novel,  to  be  sure,  in  its  character,  but,  to  all 
sutulantial  purposes,  war.  Instead  of.  bloodshed, 
there  was  to  be  ink  shed — instead  of  bayonets, 
peas — instead  of  the  bloody  arena,  huge  sbeels  of 
paperl  Whenever  Great  Briiain  shall  yield  to 
the  coercion  of  the  no  n-iro  porta  lion,  embargo,  or 
nun -intercourse  system,  she  viiinaliy  tells  tbe 
people  of  the  United  States  '-we  are  in  your 
'  power  whenever  you  choose  lo  make  a  claim 
'  upon  us,  whether  just  or  unjust,  threaten  us  with 
'  an  embargo  and  a  non-iniercourse,  and  you  bring 
'  us  to  your  feel."  Does  any  gentlemen  believe, 
eveii  allowing  tbe  pressure  of  ihe  embargo  to  be 
great  upun  her.  that  she  can  yield,  that  abe  can 
sSford  to  yield  7  That  she  can  admit  (bat  we  have 
her  always  peri'ectty  in  our  power?  Sooner 
would  she  .Rive  up  in  battle — sooner  would  she 
see  her  soldiers  retreating  before  our  bayonets; 
sooner  would  she  see  her  armies  perish  under  our 
valor,  than  acknowledge  herself  tbe  slave  of  this 
magic  wand.  Her  children  might  grow  10  be 
men,  and  she  might  try  the  forinse  of  another 
day;  ibe  hair  of  Samson  might  grow  on  again, 
and. bis  aliengih  be  renewed  ;  bul  ia  yielding  to 
the  chance  ofthe  embargo,  she  places  her  exisi- 
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enoe  in  our  hands,  aiid  becomes  dependent  upon 
onr  will  for  the  esislence  of  her  sovereignly.  Sir, 
the  King  o[  Eng-Iaad  cannot,  he  dare  not  yield  to 
our  embargo. 

Bui,  lir,  he  bas  not  told  uj  [hat  he  Considers 
our  embargo  hostile  to  him ;  nor  has  our  Oorero- 
ment  ever  told  him  thai  it  was ;  such  n  declara- 
tion has  never  been  put  to  paper.  No,  sir,  when 
you  look  into  the^  correspondence,  it  nrould  aeem 
that  the  embargo  was  never  intended  as  a  coer- 
cive naeasure,  nor  even  undeistood  so  by  Great 
Britain.  Everything  on  both  sides  is  conceived 
in  a  sincere  spirit  of  "  friendship. "  Onr  non-ini- 
portation  act,  our  prod  a  in  a  I  ion,  our  embargo,  are 
all  acts  of  friendship  and  kindness  toward  Qreat 
Britain,  for  aught  we  find  there.  And  Great 
Britain  issues  her  Orders  in  Council  in  a  recipro- 
cating spirit  of  amity  toward  us.  She  is  not  of- 
fended with  our  non-importation  act,  nor  our  eiD' 
bargo.  Not  at  all.  Her  orders  are '  not  intended 
to  harm  us.  She  means  nothing  in  the  world, 
but  simply  to  retaliate  upon  France— -and  iihe  is 
sorry  that  almost  the  whole  force  of  the  blow  falls 
upon  us,  but  it  is  unavoidable.  She,  by  the  laws 
1  nations,  has  as  perfect  a  right  to  retaliate  upon 
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cipal  regulations — and  she  is  full  as  sorry  that  her 
retaliation  system  should  wound  as,  as  we  are 
that  our  municipal  regulations  should  incom- 
mode her.  'Sir,  this  diplomatic  hypocrisy  (began, 
I  acknowledge,  by  us)  is  intolerable.  Sir,  there 
is  not  one  word  of  truth  in  the  whole  of  it.  from 
beginning  to  end.  The  plain  state  of  the  case  is 
this:  Anterior  to  the  non-importation  act,  the 
British  Treaty  had  expired— there  were  points  of 
dispute,  paiiicularly  concerning  the  impressment 
of  seamen,  which  could  not  be  adjusted,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  our  Government.  In  this  slate  of 
things,  either  we  ought  to  have  gone  lo  war,  or 
we  ought  not.  If  we  had  intended  to  do  so, 
stronger  measures  should  have  been  resorted  to 
than  B  nonimportation  act.  If  we  had  not  in- 
tended to  do  so,  [he  act  should  never  have  been 
passed.  Those  who  passed  it  could  have  but  one 
of  two  objects  ia  view;  either  to  coerce  Great 
Britain  to  the  terms  we  demanded — orj  by  vexing 

and  irritating  her,  to  raise  up  in  due  time  a 

necessary  fictitious  quarrel,  which  (as  this 


try  is  known  to  be  extremely  sentitive  of  British 
iggiesaion)  might  ultimately  end  in  a  real  o" 
Fashioned    war.     No  men  could   have  been 


weak  as  to  calculate  upon  the  first  result.  As 
the  ether,  the  wisdom  of  the  calculation  is  pretty 
strongly  proved  by  the  situation  in  which  we  now 
find  ourselves.  Sir,  this  ia  the  whole  mystery— 
and  it  must  he  explored— it  must  be  exposed,  Wi 
must  understand  the  real  character  of  our  con 
troversy  with  Great  Britain — the  real  character, 
iateni,Bnd  aim, of  the  different  measures  atlopied 
by  us  and  by  her,  before  we  can  hope  to  heal  the 
wounds  our  peace  has  received,  or  to  restore  the 
prosperity  we  have  been  unnece^sa^i]y  made  tO 
abandon.  I  know,  sir,  how  difficult  it  is  to  over- 
corne  malUfed  opinions  or  inveterate  prejudices; 
and  I  know,  too,  that,  at  this  lime,  the  individual 
wbo  shall  venture  to  lay  open  "  the  bare  and 


,ioticy"  of  the  time,  ma:kes  himself  the  batt 
of  party  rancor,  and  strips  himself  lo  the  unspat- 
'  ic;.  "lacerations  of  the  press."  But  these  are 
t'nsideralions  too  feeble  to  deter  me   from  my 

[.Mr.  G.  appearing  much  exhausted,  and  Mr- 
Q,n[NcT  having  intimated  to  the  House, that  Mr. 
G.  sufiered  under  a   pain   in   the  side,  moved  for 


,  Ided  the  floorl  Mr.  G.  replied, 
tie  nan  nimseir  little  inclination  lo  continue  his 
remarks  but  the  House  appeared  so  eager  to  bear 
him,  (a  laugh,)  he  hardly  Rtiew  what  answer  lo 
make.  However,  he  said,  he  would  give  the 
floor.     The  House  then  adjourned.] 

The  object,  sir,  of  our  present  deliberations  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  to  relieve  our  country  from  the 
distresses  under  which  it  groans,;  to  do  this,  we 
should  be  prepared  to  legislate  with  a  single  eye 
to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  nation.  It  is 
of  the  first  necessity  that  we  should  deliberate 
with  calmness,  if  we  mean  to  apply  an  effectual 
remedy  to  the  diseases  at  the  Sute.  In  the  re- 
marks which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  yesterday, 
I  was  constrained  to'draw  a  contrast  between  the 
mea-iures.  and  prosperity  of  former  times  and 
those  df  the  present  times.  Cnder  circumstances 
of  the  same  character,  we  were  formerly  able  to 
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And  I  did  this  for  the  purpose  of  impressing  upon 
the  House  an  opinion,  that  if  the  Adminisiration 
bad  practised  upon  the  principles  of  their  prede- 
cessors, all  had  been  well;  or,  that  if  retracing 
their  steps,  or  relinquishing  the  path  of  error  and 
misfortune,  they  would  still  be  the  learners  of 
wisdom  and'  experience,  it  would  not  even  now 
be  too  late  to  retrieve  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
If  I  know  my  own  heart.  I  did  not  make  the  com- 
parison from  any  invidious  purposes;  but  merely 
10  turn  the  minds  of  genilemen  back  to  former 
times ;  that  ihey  might  reflect  upon  the  perils  and 
calamitiesof  thoseiimA,  and  the  means  by  whicli 
an  end  was  put  to  them;  but  in  doing  this,  I 
could  not  avoid  paying'  the  tribute  of  deserved 
praise  and  of  sincere  gratitude  to  the  men  under 
whine  agency  we  prospered' abundantly.  In  con- 
trasting the  conduct  of  the  present  with  that  of 
the  former  Administration,  I  meant  ro  subserve 
no  purposes  of  party.  Nay,  sir,  I  could  have 
much  desired  to  nave  been  spared  the  necessity 
of  presenting  that  contrast  before  the' nation.  I 
could  have  wished  to  have  avoided  these  refer- 
ences, lest  I  might  eicite  party  feeling  in  others ; 
l^st  I  might  appear  to  be  governed  by  them  my* 
self..  But  truth  could  not  be  attained  by  any  other 
course,' and  I  have  been  compelled  lo  lake  it. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  I  have  spokea 
merely  with  reg&rd  to  the  exterior  relatioijs  of  the 
country.  I  have  not  forgotten  that  the  men  then 
in  power  were  accused  of  being  enemies  of  lib- 
erty, friends  of  monarchy,  and  all  that.  I  BhaV 
not  go  out  of  my  way  to  expose  thece  accusa- 
tions, sir,  because  they  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  subject  I  am  examining.  The  posifions  I 
would  establish,  are' these;  "The  former  Adminis- 
tration conducted  wisely,  and  their  perfect  and 
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«Qtire  lUcccBS  proves  il.  The  men  now  ia  power 
haTe  departed  from  the  paih  which,  as  experi- 
ence demoiis't rates,  led'  lo'  suceess.  'Th^j  taVe 
tpnrned  the  wisdom  of  eiperiencej.they  havenol 
conducted  wiseFy,  aad.Lheir  defeat,  the  misfar- 
Vxaes  and  tlie  diilresses  of  the  eotiniry  prove  ii. 
We  must  abundoQ  the  present  diseatroua  end 
tuinous  system,  therefore,  and  '  return  to  the  old 
one,  if  we  are  sincerely  disposed  tO  restorft  the 
oaiioQ  to  prosperity; 

Sir,  the  former  AdministraliOn  sought  honora- 
ble mccommodaiioD  with.  Great  Britain  with  so 
much  sincerity,  with  such  a  single  eye  to  that 
object,  that  they  w*reiicciised,  even  when  Wabh- 
iHOTOd  was  at  their  head,  of  undue  partiality  to 
Great  Britain  ;  but  success  was  the  eoDseqnence. 
That  charge  has  never  been  brought  againsl  its 

Sreaeit  rulers,  and  never  will.  Happy  would  it 
ave  been  for  our  country,  if  they  had  not  always 
exhausted  their  ingenuity  in  muUiplying  obsta- 
cles against  the  Bdjuslment  of  the  difficulties 
between  us  and  England.  ' 

If  foreign  nations  have  an  inlereil  in  cultivat- 
ing friendship  with  the  United  States,  il  is,  be- 
cause  thai  friendship  is  in  some  respect  or  other 
advania^eous 'to  themf'  And  on  what  account, 
sir,  in  our  friendship  advantagebns  to  them.  On 
wccount,  I  answer,  of  our  commeroe.  Well,  sit. 
Great  BriiaiQ  exi!its  by  commereej  and  the  bene- 
fit of  ours  she  cannot  have,  unless  we  are  in  a 
state  of  friendship.  H^r  interest,  then,  (and  no 
one  doubts  she  is  much  governed  by  ih3i);will 
always  induce  her  to  seek  that  friendship  for  the 
sabe  of  that  commerce.  Indeed,  sir,  the  very< 
laying  of  your  embargo  was  oo  the  ground  that 
your  commerce  was  essential  to  the  existence  of 
Great  Britain,  ^e  will,  therefore,  on  the  one 
hand  Ddt  throw  it  away  lightly.  But  on  the 
other,  she  will  ffot  purchase  it  with  disgrace;  she 
will  not  sa'crific^  her  independence  to  obtain  it. 
An*)  this  our  AdmiDisiration  koe^r  very  well; 
and  on  the.  knowledge  of  this  I  fear  they  have 
acted.  Sir,  the  gentlemen  from  the  Eastern 
Slalea  have  told  you,  and  I  have' nO  doubt  told 
ton  truly  of  (he  dreadful  condition  of  tbe  people 
in  thai  section  of  the  United  Slates.  Those 
from  the  South  have  represented  to'yon  the  dC'- 
plorable  condition  .of  the  tobacco,  and  rice,  and 
cotton  countries.  Nor  have  those  of  the  Middle 
States  been  wanting  in  lively 'description'^  of  the 
anfferings  of  their  constituents.  And  the  gentle- 
.  man  from  South  Caroliua  (Mr.  WituAMs)  has, 
with  great  ibitity,  depicted  the  distresaes  of  the 
people  Of  England ;  all  resulting  from  tbe  suspen- 
sion of  our  commerce.  Now,  sir,  what  does  all 
this  prove?  Wfiy,  simply  this:  that  if  both 
countries  sufTet  s»  much  from  (his  suspension  of 
our  eommerce,  both  are  deeply  interested  in  its 
restnmiioQ  ;  and,  61' course,  that  the  present  state 
of  things  ia  an  unnatural  one,  growing  out  Of  arti' 
ficlal  causes  ;and,  forlhat  reason,  a  state  of  things 
which  wise  and  honest  men  coald  easily  change. 
Il  was  from  this  very  cause  that  it  wa>  so  »asily 
changed  in  former  limts.  Andon  acenunlofdif- 
ferenees  growitig  out  of  the  commercial  spirit  of 
the  two  naiioni,  and  the  animosity  which  (he 


RevolXilionary  war  bad  called  forth,  n 
ngaged  rn  a  coolest  in  which  e     ' 
'"■'"'    by  depri'  '       '  ' 
illing  fr'or 

and  if  neither  is  to  give  out  before  he  feels  it  ir 
possible  to  exist  without  the  other,  there  will 
never  be  an  end  of  the  contest.  We  know  that 
this  conntry.can  hold  out  forever,  and  we  ought 
to  know  th^t  Great  Britain  can  do  the  »ame;  and 
must,  sir,  if  froin  no  other  consideration,  yet  from 
this,  ttiat'We  must  not  be  encouraged  in  the  no- 
tion that  she  cannot  exist  without  ns. 

I  have  intimated  my  opinion, -sir,  that  Great 
Bciiain  has  alt  along  been  mdqced  to  believe,  I  bat 
it  was  the  policy  of  our  Administration  to  be  in 
dispute  witn  her,  and  that  they  have  been  only 
solicitous  to  veil  their  true  object  fVom  the  Amer- 
ican people.  Such,  sir.  is  mv<own  opinion,  and 
therefore  t  will  not  hesitate  lo'declare'ii.  I  sbhll 
give  my  reasons  for  it,  and  if  I  am  incorrect, 
shall  be  extremely  pleased  to  see  my  arguments 
refuted — fur  I  entreat  genllemeh  to  he  assured 
that  I  qm  not  more  desirous  of  aSiarding  light  to 
them  than  1  am  to  receive  it  from  Item.  ■ 

The  proof  in  support  of  my  position,  derived 
from  the  iorrespondeoce  on  tbe  afiiiir  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, is  lo  my  mind  conclusive.  Tbe  people 
of  (he  Uiiited  States,  viewing  it  as  the  author- 
ized act  of  the  British  Government,  broke  forth 
into  the  most  ardent  exeeraiions.  There  was  not 
a  heart,  sir,  which  did  not  feel  all  that  the  warm- 
est could  fee!.  What  has  become  of  the  spirilof 
thtit  period?  Whither  has  -it  fled?  And  why 
has  it  subsided?  Why  are  its  murmurings  heard 
no'where  but  in  the  war  speeches  of  gentlemen 
on  this  floor?  Sir,  the  reason  is  very  simple. 
When  remonstmnces  upon  the  subject  were  made 
to  the  Briiiih  Government,  and  indeed  before 
that,  they  obaniloned  the  principle  upon  which 
alone  the  ontrase;  if  it  bad  been  authorized,  could 
have  proceeded.  Nay,  they  declared,  uhasked, 
unsolicited,  that  the  principle  had  never  been 
conlemled  for  by  them.  There  was,  therefore,  do 
dactseF  of  a  repetition  of  the  outrage,  and  our 
people  seitled  down  into  quiel,  from  a  sense  ftf 

But  let  us  review  the  negotiations  to  which  the 
event  itself  gave  birth.  fi*f  we  can  derive  from 
thema  perfect  knowledge  of  the  temper  and  chai- 

The  first  intimation  received  in  England  of 
this  nQforlunate  occurrence,  was'  by  the  Bnglish 
Government  itself;  and  before  our  Minister  knew 
anything  of  it,  Mr.  Canning  gave  hjm  (he  Infor- 
mation in  a  manner  evincing  the  most  friendly 
disposition,  and  ihe  most  perfect  willingness  to 
make  the  most  ample  reparation.  I  dd  nut  desire 
to  be  understood  to  say,  that  the  British  entermin 
any  friendship  for  us,  air,  Theyhave  little. cause 
for  that,-for  friendship  lo  he  frienil:-hjp  must  be 
mutual.  But  a  sense  of  interest  must  always  in- 
duce them  to  desire  an  immediate  commercial 
intercourse  with  oS. 

To  minds  which  are  not  wholly  poisoned — to 
those  who  do  not  believe  thni  all  rirttie  and  pat- 
tiotismeoDsisU  in  utterly  hating  Great  Britain, 
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■s  10  believe  sbe  can  do  do  right,  even  wbea  ber 
iolerext  sboutd  induce  hei;  to  alt  oaodid  m«D, 
air,  it  must  be  plaJD,  ihal  at  ibe  outset,  at  least, 
the  British  Miaisier  did  all  th.at  we  could  have 
eipectrd  or  desiied. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  «  note  dated  July  29,  not  hav- 
ing then  heard  from  his  GoTernm^Dl,.  teih  Mr. 
CanoiDg.  thai  "  by  accounts  which  are  entiiled  to 
'  full  confidence,  it  appears  that  the  Leopard  al- 
'  lauked  the  Chesapeake,  wilb  a  view  to  assert  and 
'  enforce  the  uufuunded  and  Ihe  vapst  unjustiSable 
'preiansinns  to  search  for  deserters,".  And  after 
detailiog  the  circumstauces,  and  though  he  re- 
minds Mr.  CauuiDg  of  "other  examples  of  great 
iadignily  and  outrage,"  he  goes  o&  to  say,  very 
properly  and  very  hgueslly,  "but  it  is  improper 
to  rnlngle  Ibem  with  the  present  more  seuous 
cause  of  cumpliiinl."  He  then  proceeds  to  de- 
mand a  frank  disavowal  of  the  priucipk  and  the 
punisbmeot.of  the  oBicer.  On  tbe  ihird  of  Au- 
gust, Mr.  Canning  replies,  that  ''His  Majesty 
'neither  does  nor  has,  at  any  time,  mainiained 
'  the  preteDsii^  of  a  rig^ht  to  search  ships  of  war, 
'  in  the  national  service  of  >ny  Stale,  for  deserters." 
A,nd  that,  if  the  attack  "  shall  appear  to  have 
'  rested  on  the  simple  and  uoqualilled  assertion  of 
'  that  pretension,  His  Majesty  has  nodifficuity in 
'  disavowing  that,  and  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
'  raanifestiiig  his  displeasure  at  the  conduct  oT  his 
'  officers."  And  then  he  concludes  with  agree- 
ing with  Mr.  Monroe,  that  other  causes  of  com- 
plaintshould  not  be  involved  in  the  presentques- 
tion,  regretting  that  allusions  should  be  made  to 
them  at  all. 

Both  Ministers  then  harmoaized  in  theoninioD 
that  the  subject  of  the  outrage  should,  in  tne  ne- 
gotiation, be  kept  as  single,  as  in  Its  indisnit;  aod 
enormity,  it  was  solitary ;  end  if  it  had  been  so 
kept  single,  if  oiber  topics-of  complaint  had  not 
been  "mingled-'  with  it,  by  our  AdministratioD, 
to  prevent  adjustment,  ample  reparation,  I  have 
BO  doubt,  would  long  ago  have  been  received  for 
it.  Sir,  let  ote  entreat  genllemen-to  look  at  this 
part  of  the  correspondence^once  more.     Mr.  Mna- 


1  the  British  Government  for  a  disa- 
vowal. There  is  not  a  moment's  hesixaiion  in 
making  it.  Not  nnly  tbe  act  itself  was  at  once 
disavowed,  but  tbe  declaration  was  spoptaaeously 
made,  that  the  pretension  never  existed.  Even 
Mr.  Monroe  himself,  in  his  letter  to  the  SecrelHty 
of  Slate,  of  the  4th  ot  August,  says  that  Mr. 
Cannins's  reply  .*'  may  be  considered  as  conceding 
esaeDtiaTly  the  point  desired^'  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that,  as  yet,  Mr.  Monroe  has  received  no 
instrnctioni  from  our  Executive  on  this  sulyect. 
And  if  ever  man  fell  a  cooGdeDce  and  a  pTe&s- 
ure  at  tbe  certain  prospect  of  healing  the  wounds 
his  country's  honor  bad  received,  a'nd  of  dissi- 
pating the  gloomy  apprehensions  which  he  well 
knew  disturbed  and  kindled  to  wrath  his  high- 
minded  countrymen,  our  Mini&icr  at  London  was 
the  man  ;  but  he  wasignorant  of  tbe  subtle  policy 
of  the  Cabinet  at  home,  as  he  was  canfauDded  at 
the  intelligence  contained  in  Mr.  Canning's  note 
of  the  Stb  of  August.  He  is  in  that  note,  and  it 
would  seem,  for  the  first  lime,  informed  of  tht 


proclamation  prohibiting  British  armed  vessels 
from  entering  our  ports.  And  Mr.  Canning  very 
properly  requests  to  be  informed  "whether  it  u 
•  the  intention  of  the  GJovernment  of  the  United 
'  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures  stated 
'  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  without 
'  requiring  or  waiting  for  an  explanation  on  the 
'  part  of  the  British  Government  with  respect  to 
'  tha  Inte  unfortunate  aSaii  upon  which  tbedeter- 
'  minalion  to  resort  to  these  measures  is  professed 
'  to  be  foutided." 

This  question,  sir,  though  very  pithy,  is  one 
which  the  proclamation  would  necessarily  draw 
out.  Its  plain  English  is  this:  ''Do  you  mean  to 
ask  for  reparation,  or  do  you  mean  to  take  repar- 
ation into  your  own  bands  by  this  reuliaiing 
rel  Do  you  mean  Co  refy  u|>od  the  dispo- 
o(  (his  Ggvernioent  to  Jo  yuu  jus 


efand 
asked) 


<lo  you. mean  to  force  us  to  do  you  jus 
We  do  justice  sometimes,  but  never  on  compul- 
sion." The  point  of  this  inquiry -Mr.  Monroe 
evaded,  by  saying  that  be  had  no  infurmaiion 
from  his  Govarnment  on  the  subject.  He,  it 
seems,  did  not  exactly  eampTebend  the  Object  «f 
the  inquiry,  for  in  another  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  August  14th,  be  couU  not  condbive 
''  why  it  should  be  made,  if  soise  unfriendly. mea- 
sure, such  as  an  em^rro,  was  not  inteadeo."  In 
that  letter,  also,  as  well  as  in' the  one  of  August 
4th,.he  speaks  of  the  existence  of  a'  strong  war 

Grty  in  England,  and  he  was  therefore — peace 
ing  really  and  truly  hiB.object — induced  to  adopt- 
the  most  pacific  course  possible 

The  7lh  of  September  put  aa  eqd  to  M  Mr. 
Monroe's  dreams.  U.e  had  oow  received  instruc- 
tions from  his  Qovetnmeiil.  If  the  inrormatioa 
of  the  President's  proclamalioa  bad  shaken  hii 
hopes  of  success,  these  instructions  extioguisheil 
them.  .The  application  fur  redress  came  to  Eng- 
land not  only  with  an  oS^nsive  proclamatio;!  oa 
its  back,  but  encutnbered  wuh  a  condition  that 
that  redress  should  not  be  received  unless  the  sub- 
ject of  iiupiesKments  was  arranged  at  the  same 
time.  A  subject,  sir,  which  years  had  been  wasted 
in  vain  attempts  to  arrange.  Hear  the  Secretary 
himself,  and  let  gentlemen  say  whether  such  saii>- 
factioD  was  either  reasoiiably  to  be  demanded,  or 
expected.  If  they  say  it  was,  they  say  more  in 
favor  of  tbe  desire  of  Great  Britain  to  do  as  jos- 
[ice  ibao  I  shall  ever  do.  Before  I  proceed,  la 
me  cast  one  glance  more  at  this  proclamation. 
Could  it  form,  could  it  be  inieuded  to  form,  pari 
of  a  speci&Cj  sincere  system  of  gaining  repara- 
tion'? No.  It  was  creating  a  new  ground  of  dis- 
pute, instead  of  leaving  the  old  one  single.  If 
the  Cabinet  bad  intended  to  pursue  pacific  meas- 
ures, they  should  have  pursued  them  and  them 
oilly ;  or,  if  coercive,  the  latter  alone,  A  system 
partly  pacific  ftod  partly  hostile,  is  always  a  mis- 
erable one.  It  is  always  wise  to  get  rid  of  one 
quarrel  before  you  create  another.  One  is  enough 
at  ope  time,  and  he  who  is  ever  getting  into  new 
quarrels,  by  way  of  accommodating. old  ones,  may 
be  as  certain  as  our  Administration  are,  of  never 
coming  to  a  iirieadly  concLusioa  about  any.  .'But 
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he  who  loada  his  deiDaodi  of  reparation  as  the 
Secrel&ry  did,  caiiDOt  but  p»at  (oi  ill  xuccesa. 
The  Secretary,  Iq  bis  leUer  to  Mr.  Munroe  of 
July  6th,  1807,  instrucu  him  to  iotiBt  on  a.  "  for- 
'  mal  disaTowaiof  the  deed  arid  restoratioaofilie 
'  Tour  seamen  to  the  ship  from  vheoce  tbey  were 
'  taken,  ai  iliincs  of  course  and  iadispensable. 
'  As  a  security  lor  the  future,  aik  entire  abolitioQ 
'  of  imprnsmenls  from  rjexsels  unddr  the  flag  of 
'the  United  Stales,  if  not  already  arranged,  in 
'  also  (o  make  an  indispeusabte  part  of  ihe  tatifl- 
'  Cactioa  1"  Thai  is,  another  and  a  disiiael  mat- 
ter, already  proved,  incapable  of  arraogement, 
mutt  be  first  adjusted  before  he  would  oondesceud 
to  receive  satisfaction  for  the  specific  outrage  on 
the  Chesapeake  J  and  not  only  muat  that  matter 
be  first  adjusted,  but  io  the  very  words. of  the  Sec- 
retary, ''  it  must  be  on  terms  compatible  with  the 
instructioDs"  formerly  given  on  the  subject.  We 
will  not  receive  satisfaction  for  this  borrible  out- 
rage, unie&s  our  own  terms  be  yielded  us  in  rela- 
tion Io  another  very  difficult  point  ''as  part."  It 
was  a  strange  idea,  sir — -'as  part,  a  a  indispensa- 
ble part,  of  that  BalisfaclioTi." 

On  such  terras,  I  venture  to  awert  no  compro- 
miFe  Was.  because  none  could  possibly  be  ex- 
pected. I  will  now  put  a  question  to  gentlemen. 
When  Mr.  Monroe  wai  instructed  by  Jhe  Cabi- 
net to  make  the  adiustoient  of  the  subject  of  im- 
preMments^an  indispensablepart  of  theaatj'fac- 
tioD."  for  tbe  attack  on  the  CheMpeake,  could  it 
be  ttone  with  any  other  expectalion,  any  other 
view,  than  that  the  reparation  afiecled  to  be  pur- 
sued should  never  come  at  them?  Cottceding, 
for  tbe  &ake  of  argument,  that  the  terms  demanded 
b)r  our  OoVernmenI  in  relation  to  impressments 
were  just,  bad  it  not  been  proved  thai,  on  these. 
terms,  an  adjustment  could  not  be  effected  1  Mr. 
Monroe,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  his  instruc- 
tions, baa  paved  the  way  for  slar»si  certain  re- 
dress for  the  outrage  on  the  Chesape»ie.  But 
our  Cabinet  well  knew,  that  so  surely  as  the  water 
flows  down  tba  stream,  so  surely  eould  the  afiktr 
of  the  Chesapeake  never  be  settled  by  tbe  mode 
ibey  pursued.  No,  sir,  there  never  was,  and  I  am 
afraid  never  will  be,  a  sincere  desire  in  ibe  Ad- 
miaistraiiDn,  for  anything  but  di^culty  snt)  dis- 
pute |nd  war  with  EqgUad.  But  for  this,  not 
only  the  unfottuaale  affair  of  tbe  Chesapeake, 
but  every  other  matter  in  controversy  mi^ht  long 
ago  have  been  settled,  much  to  the  satisfaction 
and  aiore  to  tbe  prosperity  of  both  countries, 

I  cannot  but  compassionate  Mr.  Monroe  for 
ihe  situation  in  which  be  was  now  placed.  Our 
poor  Minister  having  pursued  a  plain  and  certain 
policy — having  gained  the  assent  of  the  British 
Minister  to  his  opinion  that  this  affair  should  be 
kept  single — was  suddenly  obliged  in  eat  his 
^rotia;  be  was  obliged  not  only  to  mingle  other 
matters  with  tbis  all-impociant  affair,  but  to  min- 
gl«wiih  it  o«ie  wh^ch  his  own  ezperieDca  cnn- 
Tiaced  him  placed  adjustment  utterly  beyond  tbe 
rvacb  of  hope. 

I  am  DOW,  sir,  safe  in  advaaoing  as  an  incon- 

trovertiUe  fain,  that  before  the  proclamation  waa 

known  in  England,  tbe  Qovernmcnt  of  that  coiin- 
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try  bad  shown  every  dispotition  to  do  as  justice, 
at  least  in  the  affair  of  the  Ciiesapeake.  They 
bad  declared  themselves  ionoceot  of  all  partici- 
pation in  Ihe  act;  Ihey  had  promised  the  pun- 
ishtAem  of  the  officer;  or^  in  more  courtly  lan- 
guage, ''His  Majesty's  displeasure."  Bnt  the 
proclamation  arrives.  Immediately  the  tone  ia 
changed.  Yoti  have  taken  (say  they)  repaiation 
into  your  own  hands.  You  have  studied  to  pr»- 
,veni  the  people  of  your  country  from  seeing  that 
we  are  capable  of  doing  justice  voliinlarily.  .We 
will  not  make  the  reparation,  before  this  procla- 
mation, which  we  consider  a  hostile  act,  is  taken 
aS.  But  in  tbalcasewcwill  give  the  most  ample 
satisfaction. 

The  Secretary  is  a  wise  man.  He  had  very 
distinctly  foreseen  that  on  the  prociamatioo  the 
negotiation  would  split.  But  the  Secretary  u 
moreover  a  prudent  and  a  provident  aian,'and 
therefore,  Lest  the  desire  of  peace  and  commer- 
lal  intercourse  with  this  country  which  its  inte- 
nt dictates  to  England,  might  induce  the  Min- 
try  to  disregard  ibis  obstruction  to  reparation, 
he,  to  be'  more  secure,  fortified  himself  with  an- 
other which  could  not  be. possibly  ntercome: — 
"  'The  matter  of  impressments  must  be  settled  be- 
forehaod."  That  he  knew  to  be  impossible.  Less 
prudence,  however,  would  have  been  sufficient. 
For  although  Mr.  Canning,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
MpnroB,  of  September  33, 1807,  says,  that  "it  is  a 
'  matter  of  regret  that  you  shoalii  have  been  io- 
'  Etructed  to  annex  to.  the  demand  of  reparation 
'  for  the  attack  of  the  Leopard  upon  the  Che»a- 
'  peake,  any  proposition  whatever  respecting  the 
'search  for  Briiish  seamen  in  merchant  vessels; 
'.a  subject  which  is  wholly  luiconnected  viih  the 
'  case  of  tbe  Leopard  and  the  Chesapeake,  and 
'  which  can  oaly  tend  to  coraplicats  and  enibar- 
'  Kss  a  discussion,  in  itself  of  sufficient  difficulty 
'  and  imporunce ;"  although  in  bis  letter  of  Ihe 
29th  of  tbe  same  month,  he  says  that  the  British 
Government  ''  is  willing  to  look  to  one  stibject 
only,  the  late  aggression,  and  to  provide  for  it ;" 
yet  it  is  evident  from  the  insiiuclions  given  to 
Mr^  Rose,  thai  tbe  proclamation  would  of  itsdf 
have  been  a  sufficient  obstruction  to  the  approach 
of  reparation. 

Although  Great  Britain  appears  to  hare  been 
determiaed  not  to  do  even  justice,  while  there 
was  any  appearance  of  her  having  been  forced  to 
it,  yet  she  sent  a  special  Minister  to  this  eonDtry- 
to  offer  atonement.  Vhnt  Minister,  soon  after  hi* 
arrival,  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Madison,  in 
which  be  stated  to  the  Secretary,  that  he  was  "ex- 
'  pressly  precluded  hy  his  inslructioiis  from  ebter- 
'ing  upon  any  negotiation  for  the  adjustment  of 
'  the  differences  arising  from  the  encounter  of  His 
'  Majesty's  ship  Leopard  and  the  frigate  of  tbe 
'  United  States  the  Chesapeake,  as  long  as  the 
'  proclamation  should  be  in  force." 

Previous  to  the  actual  arrival  of  Mr.  Rote,  it 
bad  been  understood  bere  that  he  was  coming 
Dttt  as  a  special  Envoy,  for  the  express  and  sole 
parpose  of  making  satisfaction  for  the  ouira^o 
committed  in  bur  waters.  If  I  am  iocorfect,  sir, 
in  this  asaerlion,  I  hope  some  gentleman  will  set 
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me  Tight,  for  1  desire  to  Irnrel  alone  (he  greet 
highway  of  [ruth  and  fact.  Under  a  knoEcledije 
of  this  fact,  then,  the  President  reaorameaded  the 
tayins  of  on  envhargo,  ostensibly  for  (be  purpose 
"of  keeping  iu  safely  our  esaenlial  resources," 
bot  in  realrty,  as  ia  the  course  of  the  discusMoa 
of  the'etnbargo  bill  ha«  been  asserted  by  our  em- 
bargo gentJeniBii  from  Virginia  end  another  from 
Peonsylrania,  to  Operate  on  Great  Britain.  And 
Mr.  Rose,  on  his  arrival,  was  actually  cheered  by 
this  new  erideuce  of  (he  sincere  desire  (I  believe 
that  is  (he  slang,  sir)  of  our  Adminisiratioa  to 
restore  and  cultirale  the  friendly  relations  so  im- 
portaot  to  both  countrieii !  Onr  Cabinet  seems  to 
nave' been  afraid  that  the  procleniation  and  the 
demand  concerning  impressments,  wjth  the  a&ir 
of  the  Chesapeake,  would  not  be  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection against  Mr.  Rose's  importanilies  to  giie 
US  reparation.  To  be  perfectly  secure,  (herefore, 
they  barricaded  lheroselTe:i  by  this  omnipotent 
embargo.  And  now  I  hare  no  doubt  Mr.  Madi- 
son thouB^ht  that  if  the  epecial  Envoy  could  force 
his  tatislaction  upon  (ho  Admiais(ratton,  in  spile 
of  all  these  fortifications,  the  very  deuce  must  be 
in  it.  Mr.'Rose  (hen  arrives — makes  the  disclo- 
BDre  of  bis  instructions  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  and  of  which  he  reminds  Mr.  Medi- 
son  in  bis  letter  of  January  SO,  1608.  Withdraw 
your  proclamation,  so  that  the  reparation  we 
-make  (such  is  the  substance  of  ihe  offer)  may 
have  all  (he  merit  of  being  voluntary,  and  I  pro- 
mise you  the  reparation  shall  be  unobjectionable. 
But  while  that  proclamation  continues  in  force. 
the  tltgnity  of  my  Qovernment  forbids  a  djsclo- 
■ure  of  what  thai  reparation  shall  coni-isi  of.  Mr. 
Madison  having  now  ascertained  with  precisic 
the  instructions  which  tied  down  the  special  Ei 
TOy  to  a  defined  and  prescribed  course  from  which 
he  could  not  depart,  assumes  all  at  oace  the  ap 
nearance  of  great  mildness,  and  abandons  th 
high  tone,  comes  down  from  bis  (ofly  demands 
and  says  that  the  adjustment  of  the  anbieci  of  im 
pressment  shall  not  form  ''  part,  an  in  di.ipen  sable 
part  of  the  satisfaction" — nay,  be  is  so  little  ob- 
(tinate  even  about  the  proclamation,  that  in  his 
reply  of  the  Sih  of  March,  he  says  (hat  the  Presi- 
deal,  "adhering  to  (he  moderation  by  which  he 
'  has  been  invariably  guided,  and  anxions  to 
'  cue  the  two  nations  from  the  circumstances 

*  der  which  an  abortive  issue  to  your  mission 

*  cesser ily 'places  Them,  has  authorized  me  in  the 
'  event  of  your  disclosing  the  terms  of  reparation 
'which  you  beliere  will  be  Baiisfactory,  and  o 

'  its  appearance  that  they  are  so,  to  consider  thi 
'  evidence  of  the  justice  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
'ss  a  pledge  fer  an  effectual  Interposition  with 
'  respect  to  all  the  abuses  against  which  the  proc- 
'  lamatioQ  was  meant  to  provide,  and  to  proceed 
'to  concert  with  you  a  revocalion  of  that  act 
'bearing  the  same  date  with  the  act  of  repara- 
'  tion  to  which  the  United  States  are  entitled.'' 
This  was  diplomatic  skill  indeed  I  If  you,  Mr. 
Rose,  will  do  what  we  very  well  know  vou  can- 
not do,  we  will  abandon  onr  hi^h  ground.  Only 
be  so  good  as  toperrorm.impossibirities— do  what 
you  yoaraetf -told  as  yoa  are  forbiddeD  to  ' 


we  will  complete  the  miracle  by  giving  fact 
'idence  to  prove  our  desire  of  being  in  amity 
with  your  country.  Who  after  tbis  very  ioge- 
5  and  honest  offer  of  our  Cabinet  wilt  dare  to 
queslioD  its  sincerity  7  Who  will  dare  to  deny 
thai  ihey  sought,  since  they  proved  their  desire 
to  obtain,  satisfaction  by  pursuing  a  course  so 
well  calculated  to  obtain  it  1  Alas!  sir,  all  that 
can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  they  kept  their  original 
object  steadily  in  view;  but  the  frankness  with 
which  Mr.  Rose  had  commnnicated  his  instruc- 
tions, enabled  them  to  make  a  very^specious  offer, 
and  which  was  oo^  made  with  a  view  to  their 
own  popularity.  For  however  plausible  the  offer 
might  be,  it  was  no  less  certain  of  being  unpro- 
ductive of  good,  than  their  former  ezlraVBgant 
conduct  had  been.  They  were  still  secured  as 
effectually  as  ever  against,  the  intrusion  of  repa- 

Bu(  it  has  been  said  there  was  a  point  of  honor 
involved  in  the  question.  If  (hat  has  indeed  been 
so,  the  ease  would  be  varied.  Bui  let  ns  eiamine 
it,  and  I  venture  to  assert  there  was  no  sgch 
thin"  in  it. 

The  Secretary,  in  his  letter  of  the  6tb  of  June, 
already  referred  to,  has  said  the  proclamation  was 
a  mere  mailer  of  precaution,  and  could  not  be 
considered  as  a  hostile  act.  And  he  tells  Mr. 
Monroe,  "  the  scope  of  ihe  procUmation  will  sig- 
'  nify  to  you,  that  the  President  has  yielded  to  the 
'presumption,  that  the  hostile  act  of  the  British 
'  commander  did  not  pursue  the  intention  of  his 
'Government."  These,  let  it  be  remembered, 
are  Mr.  Madison's  own  words.  At  (he  outset 
then,  he,  as  well  as  (be  President,  did  not  believe 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  pursued  the  inten- 
tions of  the  British  Government.  And  believing 
it  did  not,  the  proclamation  could  never  have 
been  justified  as  a  hostile  act.  It  could  be  de- 
fended only  00'  the  ground  of  its  being  a  precau- 
tionary one.  And  on  that  ground,  ns  has  been 
seen,  Mr.  Madison  did  place  it  in  this  letter  of 
June  6(h.  I  will  not  at  this  time  say,  sir,  whe- 
ther the  issuing  (he  proclamation  for  the  parpone 
of  preservin)!  tranquillity  in  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States,  was  a  necessary,  or  ■ 
political  step;  I  will  not  stop  now  to  examine 
whether  this,  was  the  real  or  the  ostensible  mo- 
tive. But  I  will  prove  that  tbe  keeping  in  force 
that  proclamation,  if  it  was  in  truth  merely  ■ 
measure  «f  precaution,  was,  after  tbedisclosar* 
of  Mr.  Hose's  instructions,  the  height  of  foUfi  to 
say  nothing  worse  of  it. 

The  President  was  willing  to  withdraw  th« 
proclamation,  if  Mr.  Rose  would  disclose  what 
were  the 'terms  of  reparation  he  was  instructed 
to  offer,  and  if  those  terms  should  be  satisfactory, 
in  that  ca!ie  suab  disclosure  of  such  t>alisfactory 
terms  would  be  a  pledge  ^iven'by  Great  Britain 
that  there  i^ihould  be  no  recurrence  of  abuses — 
and,  then,  the  withdrawing  of  the  proclamBiiou 
end  (he  act  of  reparation  should  bear  one  date- 
No,  sir.  in  all  this  time  from  June  6,  1807,  to 
March  5,  1806,  tbe  proclamation  had  been  rep- 
resented and  jusli6ed  by  our  Government, on  the 
mere  plea  that  it  was  necessary  as  a  precaution- 
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ary  measure — that  it  was  necesmry  to  the  m: 
teoance  of  the  IranqaMljiy  aad  securiiy  of 
hixbora.  Whenerer,  therefore,  the  danger  in 
respect  ceased,  the  cause  of  the  ptocli 
ceased ;  and,  of  course,  the  proclamation  itself 
might  welt  cease  loo.  Whether  it  should  cod' 
tiaus  or  aoC,  was  not  a  point  of  honor ;  it  was 
point  of  calcolation  merely ;  and  therefore  ought 
10  bare  been  continiled  or  discontinued,  as  upon 
sound  calcoiation^  oae  course  or  the  other  should 
promtM  most  adrantage.  Bui  surelv  no  poiDt  of 
konor  was  to  be  preserved  by  keeping  ii  on, nor  was 
to  be  sacrificed  by  taking  ti  off.  Before  Hooked 
iiita  the  correspondence,  I  had  given  into  the. 
general  idea  that  the  Qoternoient  had  acted 
ligbi;  for  1  had  understood  that  they  persisted 
in  the  proclamation,  because  in  some  way  or 
other  (load  like  mo9t  others  not  understood  how) 
their  honor  or  that  of  the  nation  required  it.  Bi 
a  calm  examination,  in  which  I  did  not  permit 
my  feelings  to  ruq  away  wilh  my  judgment,  has 
completely  convinced  me  that  there  is  certainly 
BO  point  of  honor  in  the  matter.  When  Mr. 
Rose,  therefore,  disclosed  his  inatructJODs,  which 
prevented  him  from  ciei;(otiat!ag  while  the  proc- 
tarnation  wa^  in  J<irce,the  od!v  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  our  Cabioei  was,  will  the  withdrawing 
it  be  mora  dangerous  to  our  harbors  than  advan- 
tageous in  promoting  a  resioratioD  of  harmony'! 
Is  It,  on  calculation,  best  to  withdraw  it?  It  does 
appear  to  me,  sir,  that  the  queitioo  admitted  of 
no  doubt.  The  proclatnation  at  the  Qulael  pos- 
sessed no  ntagtc  force';  it  could  not  keep  a  aeet 
out  of  out  harbors.  Whether,  therefore,  it  was 
to  existence  or  not,  the  physical  pow:er  of  the  in- 
terdicted ships  to  enter  remained  precisely-  the 
same.  Our  vessels  might  have  been  attacked, 
and  onr  defenceless  seaport  towns  might  have 
been  battered  dowo  about  onr  ears  with  the  same 
facility  as  if  the  pcoclamalion  had  never  been 

Bat  the  departure  'of  the  squadron  which  an- 
noyed us  was  prior  to — certainly  cotemporary 
with — the  arrival  of  Mr.  ^ose  in  this  country. 
There  were  daring  tbewintec  no  other  British 
vessels  off  our  coast.  If,  then,  the  proclamation 
eould  by  some  secret  charm  keep  out  of  the  har- 
bors vessels  on  the  coast,  yet  as  none  were  on  the 
coast,  its  suspension  for  a  few  days  could  wUrk 
BO  practical  mischief.  And  there  doiild,  there- 
fore, be  no  lubstaoiial  argument,  if  in  truth  it  was 
what  the  Secretary  him^lf  declares,  ''  a  mere 
measure  of  precaotioD,''ia  favor  of  keeping  it  on, 
as  an  obstruction  to  that  satiifketory  reparation 
which  Mr.  Rose  declared  himself  ready  to  make 
as  soon  as  it  was  removed.  It  followsj  therefore, 
inevitably, either  that  the  Admioistfation  has  de- 
ceived the  nation  as  to  the  cause  and  object  of 
the  proclamation ;  or  that,  if  in  this  respect  they 
have  spoken  the  truth,  ihetr  ealculaiioits  have 
been  silly  and  whimsical.  Whatever  be  the  truth, 
the  wound  our  country's  honor  has  received  from 
this  outrageoiu  attack  has  been  suffered  to  fester 
till  it  has  grown  old,  and  seems  oow  as  incurable, 
as  it  is  unhealed. 

I  will  pteaeni  this  subject  in  anolheT  view.    If 


the  proclamation  had  been  withdrawn,  Mr.  Rose 
was  to  have  disclosed  the  terras  of  reparation. 
Suppose  in  that  event  that  these  terms  had  not 
been  aUisfactory.  The  pFoclamatioa  might  have 
been  suspended  for  perhaps  three  days.  And  will 
any  one  say  that  the  suspension  of  this  wonder- 
working instrument  for  three  days  would  have 
endangered  the  tranquillity  of  our  ports  and  har- 
bors f  For  geuilemen  will  see,  that  as  soon  as  the 
reparation  was  decided  to  be  unsatisfactory,  tha 
proclamation  might  have  been  revived. 

I  will  detain  the  House,  sir,  but  little  longer  on 
this  subject.  This  matter  has  presented  itself  to 
my  mind  so  clear,  that  I  have  bad  Utile  difficulty 
in  prescnlingit  in  a  strong  light  before  the  House. 
Aod  when  gentlemen  come  to  answer  me,  and  I 
hope  they  will,  I  entreat  them  to  afiswar  these 
arguments^  I  i^ve  endeavored  to  convey  them 
in  as  plain  a  manner  as  I  could,  for  I  Wish  to  see 
them  refuted,  if  lt>^y  are  false.  I  acknowledge 
my  obltgalioos  \o  the  House  for  hearing  me  so 
patiently.  I  know,  air,  a  great  many  fine  things 
may  be  lald  about  honor,  and  in  depend  eoee)  and 
all  that.  But  if  gentlemen  answer  me,  I  must 
beg  them  to  forego  the  templation  of  these  bril- 
liant topics,  and  to  answer  my^arguraeots. 

If  tbc  honor  of  the  country,  sir,  had  required 
an  adherence  to  the  proclamation  I  should  have 
been  among  the  last  to  condemn  the  Adminittra- 
tiac.  BiiE  the  Secreiary  himself  yielded  this 
ground  when  he  declared  the  proclamation  to  be 
a  mere  measure  of  precaution.  And  if  there  wan 
-fter  that  any  point  of  honor  in  the  case,  it  waa 
lot  by  persisting  in  a  course  which  could  be  pro- 
doctjve  of  no  good. 

But  the  voice  of  the  country,  air,  has  decided 
that  Great  Britaiu  has  done  all  that  could  be  ex- 
pected of  her  to  repair  the  injury  committed  by 
the   Leopard.     Ano  it  is  therefore  in  vain  to  Bt- 

r.  that  the  British  Ministry  and  the  British 
nation  are  at  this  raomeni  unfriendly  to  the  (Jui- 
ted  States,  I  will  not  deny,  for  I  do  not  doubt  it. 
juld  be  strange,  indeed,  if  it  were  otherwise. 
people,  sir,  nsy.  even  the  members  of  thia 
le.  have  had  their  ears  so  dinned  with  the 
cry  of  British  enmity,  that  we  have  at  length  so 
acted  as  to  make  enemies  of  those  who  at  first 
hostility  towards  ns.  It  was  impossible 
they  should  fee'l  any.  As  well  might  the  roer- 
hant  be  the  enemy  of  bis  best  customer.-  But 
It  eentlemen  lay  their  hand  upon  their  hearts; 
:t  the  people  of-ihis  country  look  into  their  own 
isoms  and  say  whether  they  find  there  no  feel- 
ig  of  enmity  towards  Qreat  BritBtn-~no  relic* 
fancient  animosity — nothing  of  that scrutiniz- 
ig,  unfoFgirin^.  jealous  hostility,  which  they 
ftve  been  wotkmg  into  a  belief  that  Great  Brit- 
iu  feel.<i  towards  us.  After  such  a  great  revolu- 
tion ELS  that  which  has  been  accomplished  in  this 
inotrjr,  during  which  the  leading  statesmen 
found  It  esseniiat  to  success  to  keep  the  public 
ezasperatioQ  at  the  bigheal  point  possible,  it  it 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  mueh  of  the  old  feel- 
ing  should  remain;  but  it  will  be  most  sincerely 
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to  he  deplored,  if  thia  fetling  should 
tiie  good  start  of  ihe  nation. 

I  will  not  deny,  aor  am  I  surprised,  [hat  Great 
Briiain  tsnowendeavoting  to  do  us  all  the  harm  in 
her  pnwer  short  of  coiajnencing  actual  war  ujjon 
na.  Nor  can  1  bring  my;mlntl  lu  believe  that 
reialiaiioD  upon  Piance  was  either  tiie.  sole  or 
the  principal  cause  of  lier  Orders  in  Council. 
Shelnen  these  orders  must,  and  I  canoot  doubt 
but  -he  intended  Ifaey  should,  op«rale  priaclpally 
upon  this  country.  And  I  will  go  fartbei,  iir;  I 
will  say  that  in  is^uine  them  she  has  done  no 
more  than  what  our  Adminisiralion  has  made 
her  do,  and  ii  delighted  at  ber  having  dooe,  be- 
cause it  brings  ihem  so  much  Dearer  to  theac- 
compliiihment  of  their  favorite  ohjeci — a  war 
with  Qreat  Britain  ! 

Sir,  I  am  not  surprised  at  seeing  Great  Britiiin 
atteiupling  to  do  us  barm. .  That  attempt  is  the 
tMlural  result  of  our  own  fvMein,  The  Freoch 
decrCFs  were  Dot  the  cause  o(,  but  merely  a  plausi- 
ble-pretext for  it.  By  passing  ihe  Dou-imporia- 
tioD  act,  the  Government  commenced  a  syfilem 
of  commercial  warfare  against  Great  Britain. 
Tbey  meant  by  it  to  make  her  do  that  which 
without  compulsion  the  wa«  unwilling  to  do. 
What  is  [he  teply^   A  couoteraciing  '' 


:ial  < 


:  of  impresB- 
d  not  be  settled 
u  would  not  do 


The 
meulE  and  the  carrying  trade  < 
to  our  aalisfaction.  Great  Bi 
tu  justice  willingly.  We  meant  then  to  coerce 
her  to  our  terms;  and  accordingly  the  non- 
importation act  was  passed.  If  not  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  coerciOD,  for  what  purpose  was  it  pai>scd, 
'  sir?  And  being  passed,  what  was  Great  Britain 
U  do?  Either  on  ihe  one  hand  to  saV;  this  talls- 
maa  is  irresistible,  and  therpfore  I  yield  to  its 
power ;  or,  on  the  olhei^.  I  cannot  yield  tu  it.  But 
if  you  can  paBsnon-imponatioa  acts,  1  can  reply 
to  ihem  by  Orders  in  Council ;  if  you  can  injure 
my  maaut^ctures  and  commerce  (aod  you  cer- 
tainly can)  I  can  suppress  your  trade.  Sir,  re' 
■iatance  to  tbe  measure  by  which  we  aiiempled  to 
coerce  necessarily  produced  these  coo^equencea; 
And  "  (he  desire  of  Hia  Majesty  to  do  all  in  his 
power  10  restore  to  the  commerce  of  tbe  United 
Slates  us  wonted  activity,'' expressed  so  sarcas- 
tically in  Mr.  Canning's  letter,  was  merely  abet- 
ter way  of  lelling  us  that  His  Majeity  was  play- 
ing our  own  game  back  upon  us;  (hat  he  could 
make  his  p.ipcr-sbol  tell  as  disiincily  as  we  could 
ours,  aod  rather  more  so.  Yen,  air,  it  will  not,  it 
eaDDOt  be  denied  (hat  (he  non-importation  aei 
wat  a  hostile  one,  because  intended  for  coercion. 
The  British  Government  al«a)^s  viewed  it  go. 
And  my  position  is,  that  ever  since  the  passage 
of  that  act  we  have  been  at  war  with  ber — not 
tbe  old-fanhioued  sort  of  war,  but  a  new-fangled, 
philosophical  kind  of  commercial  warl  We 
thought  we  pla.yed  a  strong  card,  and  nuw 
we  are  outrageous  because  our  aaiagonist  has 
been  able  (o  play  abuve  us!  Great  Britain,  it 
turns  out,  is'  not  only  able  to  resist  the  force  of 
your  systeol,  bur  to  make  you  feel  the  distresses 
incideni  to  a  reaction  of  (hat  syatem.  With  the 
experieoed  of  its  effect  it  ought  insiantlj  to  be 


abandoned.  Ii  originated  in  passion,  miscaleu- 
lalion,  and  imbecility,  and  should  not  be.pursued. 
We.  were  in  affluence  and  prosperity  when  it 
commenced.    Where  are  we  now  1 

Agenileman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  K.)  has  takea 
greai  pains  to  prove  that  tbeemoargois  tiie  cau$e 
of  (be  present  low  price  of  produce.  Another 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Williams) 
has  asteried  no  less  siouily,  thai  the  Orders  in 
Council  ate  (he  true  cause.  If  the  last  asserlion 
he  correct,  i(  is  a  very  unfortunate  one  for  (ha 
policy  of  (he  embargo  Eys(em-,  for,  sir,  it  yields 
the  ground  to  tbe  adversary— it  ackpowledges 
(hat  she  hat  the  best  of  the  battle— that  she  has 
beat  us  at  our  own  weapoiu.  And  yet  instead 
of  discoudnuing  the  "unprofitable  contest,"  we 
are  called  upon  to  plunge  deeper  and  deeper  into 
it.  I  have  been  as(onished  to  find  those  gentle- 
men, who  talk  «o  much  of  (he  patriolism  (^  our 
own  people,   unwilling  to  believe  tha,(  there  is 

CtrioLi^m  in  Great  Britain  too.  If  we  are  wil- 
ig  to  bear,  so  are  (bey.  If  we  would  sacrifice 
everything  to  our  country,  so  would  they  (oo, 
whenever  it  becomes  a  question  which  shall  hold 
out  loogeit.  And^  sir,  it  has  come  lo  (his  id- 
ready.  Much  spirit  and  acrimony  is  mixed  with 
Ihe  contest.  Put  (he  case  (o  an  Englishman,  Will 
you,  10  regain  ihe  Amerieaa  commerce,  confess 
that  that  commerce  is  essential  to  your  existr 
ence?  Will  you  consent  that,  yielding  to  the  em- 
bargo and  non-importatioD  aod  ooo-inlercourse 
system,  your  Governmenl  shall  accede  to  de- 
laanda  which  otherwise  they  would  not  accede 
to  1  What  would  one  of  those  Englishmen,  of 
whose  pride  and  haughtiness,  we  have  heard  so 
much  OD  ihia.floor,  say  to  it?  Well,  sir,  if  y<Hi 
cannot  then  bend  tbe  English  Government  to 
your  terms,  and  if,  iiutead  of  making  tbeir  people 
your  instruments  to  act  upon  the  Goveramen^. 
you  excite  an  unconquerable  spirit  of  resistance 
even  in  them,  how  is  the  embargo  to  be  opera- 
tive 1  Uow  can  you  hope  ihn  it  will  bring  your 
eoemy  at  your  feel?  And  if  it  did  not  in  the  end 
produce  this  effect,  all  your  sufferings  uadet  this 
delightful  efperiinenl  will  hare  been,  (o  no  pur- 

Lct  me  detain  the  Uoute  one  moment  to  in- 
quire what  is  the  clwracter  of  tbe  war,  which  i* 
now  carried  on  in  Europel  II  is  on^ne  sidie  a 
war  fur  conquest,  for  universal  dominion — on  the 
other  for  self  preserraiioo.  At  the  commenee- 
meni  of  the  French  Revolution  it  had  the  same 
character.  France  fought  for  self  preservation; 
ihe  combined  Powers  for  conquest.  Bui  the  pat- 
ties have  changed  sides.  I  take  a  delight,  sir,  io 
remembering  tbal  ibe  same  feelings  which- gov- 
erned me  then  I  yet  preserve.  I  wiah  neiiber 
Power  to  be  able  to  break  down'  (he'0(her.  I  fear 
the  power  of  either,  when  the  other  shall  have 
been  broken  down.  Therefore,  and  not  because 
1  ibink  more  justice  or  kindneas  is  to  be  expected 
from  oiie  than  ihe  other,  I  cauiot,  hut  hope  that 
Great  Britain  may  maintain  her  grouod.  Ves, 
sir,  that  country  is  indeed  the  harrier  belweea 
BoDariar(e  and  universal  empire,  not  because  her 
moials  have  undergone  any  change  for  the  belter 
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unee  she  combttied  her  force  wirh  the  Powers  of 
the  CoDtinent ;  bui  from  necessity,  from  fortune 
of  war.  And  she  is  Ihe, only  Power  which  can 
hope  sHBCenfulljr  to  resist  the  strideR  of  Frtnce.. 
She  is  the  defence  of  the  world!'  Not  becouse 
she  cares  maeb  about  the  world,  but  because, 
io  defending  henelf^  ibe  aeccssarily  proieets  all 
others,  who  stand  behind  her.  They  cannot'  be 
renehed)  until  she  it  first  broken  down.  But  that 
doa«,  the  power  of  France  overwhelms  the  uni- 
Terse.  And.  sir,  should  we  he  then  more  'ufe 
than  we  are  now  1  Should  we  be  then  more  safe 
when  the  tiger  of  the  land  shall  mount  th«  shark 
of  the  oceao,  and  having' swept  the  sea,  assail  our 
■bores  with  u  rapacily  uniatialed  and  an  Rmbttion 
incapable  of  repose?  ,Let  it  not  be  bejiercd. 
The  ODl]r  Republic,  which  hai  escaped  ihefury  of 
him  wh9  has  subverted  the  Republics  of  all  coun~. 
tries,  eseo  of  his  own,  the  ruins  of  which  are 
the  basis'of  his  imperial  throne  ! — No,  sir — indeed 
we  CDutd  hardlf  escape  the  Qreat  Deatrofer,  1 
rely  mach  on  the  patriotism,  the  braverf,  and  the 
perser^raoce  of  my  couQtrymen ;  but  I  hope  (hey 
■nay  never  be  under  the  necessity  of  meeting 
Napoleon,  when,  baring  brolien  dowa  Britain,  he 
is  borae  upon  her  navy  to  the  shores  of  otir  own 
country. 

Bni  I  liaTe  bmo  drawn  insensibly  fi6m  toy 
coarse.  It  is  a  war  otambltion.  And  what  is 
the  part  which  we  take  ili  iti  Hare  we,  air,  not 
thrown  in  bur  whole  weight  1o  aid  and  render 
cffeetnil  the  pressure  by  which  Prance  meant  to 
crnsh  her  enemy?  Hare  we  not  done  all  that 
we  cbald,  when  Bnglifh  eomnierce  was  excluded 
from  (be  conlineol  of  Europe,  to  exclude  it  from 
the  United  States  aleo?  Napoleon,  finding  that 
Itecould  itot  conqnerEngland'hy  force,  had  re- 
sorted to  the  expedient  of  closing  up  the  world 
against  her  commerce — well  kaowing  that  com- 
merce was  her  life-blood.  The  continent  of  Eu- 
rope was  subject  to  his  nod.  No  potcotate  dared 
(o  disobey.  America  was  still  operf,  and  still  freej 
and  we  closed  Atnerica  too.  America  subserved 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  her  meani  the  French 
policy  I  We  did  alt  that  Franee.  knowing  our 
menu,  could  have  reasonably  asked;  for  we  did 
all  we  could  to  destroy  thecommerce  of  England, 
although  in  doing  it  we  sacrificed  tfaaprosperity 
of  our  country !  We  passed  the  embargo  act — 
an  aot  wbioh  all  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Britain 
rejoice  in — which  the  French  Minister  eulogizes 

France,' we  eoul 
hare  done.  If  we  meant  to  coerce  Britain  lo  our 
own  t«rm»,  we  hare  exbautted  our  metins  in  a 
aingle  effort. 

But  what  have  we  done  to  bring  Prance  to 
justice,  to  coerce  her?  What  strong  measure 
baa  bran  adopted  Ip  compel  her  to  rescind- her 
decrees?  At  the  outset,  was  a  single  step  of  dig- 
nified nud  imposing  character  taken?  Bat  gen- 
tl^aa  say,  the  decrees  were  not  immediately 
enforced,  they  were  aot  immediately  acted  tipon ; 
and  there.was  no  cause  either  for  resentment  or 
alarm.  Because  the  Orders  in  Counc'il  were  ex- 
pected from  Orcat  Brhaia,  the  embargo   was 


necessary;  and  this  makes  no  little  Ssure  in  the 
list  of  arguments  in  ils  support.  But  the  French 
decrees,  though  promulgated,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  merejokeuntil  they  were  acted  upon  I 
Let  me  remind  gentlemen  of  the  alien  taw. 
That,  though  an  act  of  (heir  own  Government— 
though  never  acted  upon,  was  long  a  topic  of 
most  brilliant  declamation.  And  those  whom  that 
law  terriSed  almoat  into  madness,  were  perfectly 
tranquil  under  a  decree  violating  not  only  the 
laws  of  nations,  but  the  more  sacred  obligation  of 
treaty.  Bui  the  Administration,  forsooth,  flattered 
itself  the  decree  of  Berlin  would  never  be  en- 
forced— that  it  had  issued  only  in  sport,  and  was 
as  harmiesa  as  any  of  our  paper-shot!  '  Li^le 
could  they  know  of  Napoleon  who  thought  so, 
and  little  eould  they  wish  to  know  of  him.  The 
nation  was  made  to  look  on  with  composure; 
the  edfe  of  its  indignation  was  taken  off',  and  the 
good  understanding  between  Ihe  two  Republics 
continued.  An  embargo  on  the  trade  to  France 
was  not  thought  of;  our  merchants  were  not 
even'warned  oT  their  danger.  But  at  length  the 
decree,  and  more  'than  Ihe  decree  of  Berlin, _was 
enforced.  English  Orders  in  Couitcil  were  ex- 
pected— but  what  ih^y  would  be  no  one  could 
exactly  tell,  lastnnily,  however,  appears  the 
necessitv  of  an  embargo— an  emlwrgo  to  coerce 
England,  as  was  at  the  time  declared  on  this  floor. 
Ana  not  until  this  session  has  it  been  thought  ex- 
pedient to  let  oS'some  bard  words  at  France — for 
words  is  all  we  have  used  towards  her — through- 
out there  is^maaifesied  an  an^ions  solicitude  to 
conciliate  France  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other  to  irritate  and  render  incurable  the  wonnds 
we  have  received  from-Brilain. 

You  passed  the  embargo  to  brins  Britain  to 
your  feet.  The  praises  of  this  legialatire  charm 
were  rung  through  the  country ;  its  malgical  pow- 
er was  the  topic  of  every  Administration  print, 
and  for  a  while  the  people  beliet'ed.  The  "credo 
9itta  impoitibiU  est,"  wa»  never  more  devoutlv 
acted  upon.  But  twelve  months  hare  elapsed, 
and  what  has  it  produced?  The  mountain  fans' 
beed  io  labor,  and  1  look  in  vain  even  for  the 
mouse.  The  embargo,  however,  being  passed, 
did  the  Administration  wait  until  Oreat  Britain 
cast  herself  at  their  feet  imploring  relief  from 
the  pressure  of  this  intolerable  measure?  No, 
sir,  after  some  time,  a  little  time,  too,  wood,ering 
why  she  did  not  begin  to  groan  uoder  the  bur- 
den, tbeAdminisirHtion  (taking  (hem  at  their 
own  word)  sent  a  messenger  to  England  to  in- 
quire if  ahe  was  not  pretty  well  tired  of  the  em- 
bargo ?  that  if  she  was,  they  were.  If  you  will 
quit  we  will,  was- the  purport  of  the  message. 
And  what  was  the  result  of  this  wise  project? 
What  might  hare  been  expected.  The  authors 
of  this  irresistibly  coercire  measure,  did  play 
(heir  parts  most  clumsily.  The  British  Minister 
could  not  doubt  they  were  coming  to,  and  no 
mat)  in  his  situation  would  hare  thougdt  differ- 
ently. If  the  offer  made  to  Oreat  Britain  was 
fairly  and  sincerely  made,  its  rejection  only  proraa 
that  a  more  miserable  plan  of  eoereion  (ban  the 
embargo  coald  not  bare  been  Periled.    And,  aii 
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highly  praised  aa  this  apeciGc  has  been,  I  much 
doubt  whether  the  prayer  of  the  pelilioosofiyour 
table  would  not  have  been  complwd  with,  it  (he 
Administration  could  have  done  so  without  ac- 
koowl^dgiog  their  Tolly,  and  sacii&eing  their 
popularity. 

But  as  to  the  propoEiiion,  aad  to  speak  of  it  in 
the  saber  sadness  il  deaervev.  What  answer  did 
it  leceiTe?  Your  Minister  was  told,  that  if  the 
Oidert  in  Ctiuocil  should  be  revoked,  it  would 
appear  to  the  world  as  if  the  British  Government 
had,  by  the  embargo,  been  forced  to  abandon  them. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  consent.  Since  we  have 
gooe  00  SI)  far,  we  "wiil  show  to  France  and  to 
you  thai  we  cannot,  we  do  not,  even  fear  1o  he 
subdued  in  this  way  ;  the  experiment  may  be  as 
properly  made  now  as  at  any  limp,  and  you  may" 
make  it  till  you  are  Eaii.'fied  of  its  inefficacy. 

If,  sir.  our  Administration  had  been  eiaccrely 
disposed  for  peace,  an<}  acting'  wisely,  had  re-: 
•cioded  the  proctamation,  and  repealed  the  em- 
bargo and  non -import  at  ion  acts,  and  then  lai)! 
now  do  us  juBiice,  the  ioterest  which  Great  Brii- 
ftin,  as  well  as  this  qonntry,  has  in  the  restaration 
of  amicable  cttmmercial  intercourse.'would  hare 
left  no  chauce  for  refusal.  And  if  she  bad  re- 
fused, the  American  people  would  have  tallied 
round  iheir  Guverumeiil;  and  I  know,  tir,  that 
that  portion  of  them  with  whom  I  act,  forgetting 
liow  they  had  been  persecuted,  would  have  sacri- 
ficed their  resentment  at  ihe  shrine  of  ibeircouU' 
try's  independence. 

Sir,  is  It  not  Iriie  that  the  national  animosity 
towards  Great  Britain  haii  been  so  much  nour- 
ished in  this  country  that  il  is  a  test  of  patriot- 
ism even  with  the  Administration  1  It  could  not, 
therefore,  be  reasonably  expected  that  the  British 
Ministry  could  have  any  cuaSdence  in  niare  inti- 
mations of  returning  good  will.  Nor  could  any 
aafe  calculaliOQ  be  made  on  (be  imparliahty  or 
spirit  of  an  Administration  which  baa  discovered 
no  indignation  at  the  Berlin  decree,  whose  entire 
ie«entmeni  has  been  directed  to  one  of  the  bel- 
lieerents  only,  while  its  co-operation  with  the 
other  was  manifest  and  intended  to  be  decistve. 

That  such  were  throughout  the  real  feelings  of 
the  British  Governraenl — nay,  that  such  is  the 
fact,  can  hardly  be  doubted  by  any  one  who  will 
peruse  di^pa!isionately  Mr.  Canning's  letter  to 
Mr.  Pinkney  of  September  23.  "If,"  says  he, 
"  the  embargo  ia  considered  a  measure  of  hos-  ' 
tility,  His  Majesty  cannot  consent  to  buy  itoff."  ■ 
He  could  not  consistently  with  diplomatic  deco-  ' 
ram  tell  Mr.  Pinkney  in  plain  terms:  Your 
Government  bas  all  along  attempted  to  deceive,  ' 
when  they  represented  this  as  a  mere  municipal 
TMUlatioR  for  municipal  purpose*;  although  he 
might  have  brought  the  speeches  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  in  support  of  the  position. 
But  bis  putting  the  case  eveik  hypolhelically, 
lets  you  at  once  into  the  knowledge  of  bis  opin- 
ions concerning  ibe  motives  and  (he  temper  of 
our  Governuieot.  And  he  fastens  upon  theui  the 
charge  of  duplicity,  with  great  civility  indeed, 
but  most  logically,  by  putting  the  case  the  other 
way.    '  IC  M  it  has  more  generally  been  repre-  , 


'  senied  by  the  Government  of  theUuited  States, 
'  it  IS  only  to  be  considered  as  an  innocent  muni- 
'cipal  regulation,  which  affects  none  but  the 
'United  S(ates  tb^mselvesj  and  jo  which  no 
'  foreign  Slate  has  any  concern.  His  Majesty  does 
'  not  conceive  that  he  has  ibe  right  or  the  pre- 
'  tension  to  ihake  any  complaint  of  it.  and  he  has 
'  made  cone.  But  in  this  light  there  appears  not 
'  only  no  necessity,  but  no  assignable  relation,  be- 
'  tween  the  repeal  by  the  Uoited  Stales  of  a  vol- 
'  uniary  self-tesiriction,  and  the  surrender  byHii 
'  Majesty  of  his  rishi  'of  retaliation  against  his 
' '  enemies."  Probably  1  shall  not  make  Mr.  Cait- 
ning's  meaning  more  plain,  but  it  is  important 
that  bis  true,  meaning  should  be  correctly  under- 

If  your  embargo  is  hostile,  inasmuch  as  it  ia 
designed  to  be  coercive,  (hen  we  will  not'"bny 
it  off;"  you  may  make  the  ezperimeot  of  its  effi- 
cacy thoroughly. 

If  it  is  "an  inDocen(  municipal  regulation" 
merely,  for  mere  municipal  domestic  purposes  as 
(U  yourselves,  and  which  was  never  "intended  to 
opetate  upon  us,  what  "  reciprocity"  is  there  in 
offering  that  if  we  will  give  up  our  retaliation  on 
(he  enemy,  you  will  give  up  a  measure  whicb 
you  say  does  not  concern  us7  But  your  very- 
offer  could  go  only  on  Ihe  ground  that  your  em- 
bargo was  injurious  to  us,  that  you  so  couaideied 
and  from  the  hrst  inter^dedit,  and  bence  it  results 
that  you  .always  misrepresented  ilf  real  charac- 
ter. We  are  brouaht,  therefore  to  the  first  point. 
Your  very  proposal  leaves  no  doubt  thai  as  it  is 
now,  so  It  was  at  first,  a  measure  of  coercion. 
And  if  was  so  ioteoded  originally,  we  consider 
it  of  the  first  importance  io  our  country,  that  the 
futility  of  this  notion  of  coercing  us  by  this  kind 
of  war  in  disguise^— this. commercial  war,  should 
be  proved— lor, then  it  will  never  be  repeated. 
Though  wecait  stand  it,  yet  it  i.s  injurious  to  us. 
The  greater,  therefore,  ia  the  wisdom  of  that  pol- 
icy whioh  deierminei  us  to  give  your  system, 
siace  it,  is  commenced,  a  conlpleie  (rial.  For  it 
it  fail,  as  faiLit  must,  we  need  never  apprehend 
a  repetition  of  it;  for  the  repetition,  though  not 
ruinous,  must  healwaya  inconvenient  and  unprofi- 
table to  us. 

If  gentlemen  will  accompany  me  a  little  fur- 
ther in  this  letter,  the  truth  wilt  be  still  more 
evident. 

"  The  Government  (adds  "Mr.  C.)  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  is  not  to  be  misinformed,"  (that  is 
they  know  very  well,  and  always  did  linow  very 
well.)  "that  the  Berlin  decree  was  the  practical 
■  commencement  of  an  attempt  i>ot  merely  to 
'  check  or  impair'  the  prosperity  of  Great  Btit- 
'  am,  but  utterly  to  annihilate  her  existence 
'  through  the  ruin  of  her  commercial  prosperity. 
'  They  know  that  in  this  attempt  almost  all  the 
'  Powers  of  the  European  Continent  have  been 
'  compelled,  more  or  less,  lo  co-operate."  I  en- 
treat geuilenien  to  attend  lo  what  follows — 
"And  your  Government  know  that  the  American 
'.embargo,  though  most  assuredly  not  intended 
'for  (bat  end,  by  some  unfartunaie  concur 
'  of  citcnmEtances,  witboni  any  hostile  i 
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'  tions;  (Sir,  the  uroasia  is  raosi  severe,)  "  the 
=  AmehciD  embareo  did  coiiie  in  aid  of  the 
'  blockide  of  the  European  Goniineat,  precisely 
'at  ibe  very  moment  when,  if  that  blockade 
'  conld  have  succeeded  at  all,  thja  ittlerpositioti 
'  of  the  Araericaii  Governinent  would  liayecon- 
'  '  tributed  to  its  success."  If  1  might  be  indulged 
onc«  more  iir  a  paraphraae,  I  would  represent 
Mr.  Cauning  as  saying;:  "Your  GoTernment 
knows  that  tlie  einbargo  did  came  iu  aid  of  the 
system  by  which  France  meant  to  destroy  us. 
Allowing  your  Cabinet  inieltect,  and  allowing 
they  knew  what  ihey  were  about,  we  must  sup- 
pose they  intended  to  aid  Frauce  io  her  plnD  to 
destroy  us.  And  we  are  the  more  certain  uf  this, 
because  the  embargo  was  passed  at  a  moment, 
when  if  the  French  plan  could  have  suceeedeij 
at  «ll,  yoar  '  interposition'  would  hare  given  us 
the  Gaishiny  blow. 

Such  sir,  IS  the  plain  English  of  Mr^G^nning's 
letter;  such  too,  is  the  reaLiruih;  and  it  i^  time, 
bigb  time,  that  the  .people  of  ihe  United  Stales 
thould-nnderstand  that  the  enmity  is  not  ex^lu- 
sirely  on  the  side  of  Qrent  Britain.  It  is  all  im- 
portant thai  tliey  shouhl  know  that  andec  the 
plausible  pre;eii  of  an  embargo,  "an  innocent 
manicipat  regulation,"  their  rulers  seized  upon  a 
critical  moment. to  press  upon  Great  Britain  in 
the  only  manner  they  could,  and  si  a  time  when 
tbeir  hestilily' would  have  been  effectual,  most 
probably,  if  the  Spanish  revolution  had  not  in- 
tervened. If  we  have'  cause  of  complaint,  43 
certainly  we  have,  ihey  have  much  greater.  If 
we  have  cause  to  complain  of  the  violence  and 
injustice  of  .their  navjil  cummanders— if  our  re- 
sentmeai  has  been  inflamed  to  madness  by  the  at' 
tftck  oa  the  Chesapeake,  aud  the  murdet  of  Pierce  1 
—they  can  owe  ua  little  kindness,  wh^nahey 
kikow  tliit  our  OoverniKeni  threw  at  a  iirilical 
turn,  their  whole  weight  into  the  icnie  of  France. 

The  whole  of  this  very  masterly  letter  of  Mt. 
Canning  is  entitled  to  most  attentive  perusal,  jit 
is  a  key  which  opens  to  us  the  secret  of  the  strange 
and  mysterious  shuuiion  into  which  we  have  been 
brought.  It  should  be  carefully  read,  nnd  that 
•gain  and  again. 

I  will  conclude^  however,  by  soliciting  your  at- 
tention particularly  to  that  part  of  it  in  which  he 
says,  with  a  liberality  that  does  him  honor,  and  a 
sincerity  which  I  cannot  jioubt,  because  it  is 
clearly  true,  on  the  one  hand,  ''the  {irospfdty  uf 
America  is  essential  lo  the  prosperity  of  Great 
Britain."  And  therefore',  on  the  other,  "the 
strenzth  and  power  of  Great  Britain  are  not  for 
herself  only,  but  for  the  world."  This,  though  it 
has  not  alwKys  been,  is  now  certainly  true. 

Looking  to  the  future,  he  observes,  "When 
'  those  adjustments  shall  take  place,  to  which, 
'  though  unfoiiiHifttel.y  out  practicable  at  this  mo- 
*  meat,  nor  under  the  conditions  prescribed  to  Mr. 
'  Pinkncy,  the  undersigned  nevertheless  confi- 
'  dently  looks  forward,  it  will  perhaps  be  no  inse- 
'  cute  pledge  for  the  continuance  of  the  good  uq- 
'  dersianding  between  the  two  countries  that  they 
'  will  have  learnt  duly  to  appreciate  each  otber's 
'  friendfbip,  and  that  il  will  not  hereafter  be.im- 


'  puled  to  Great  Britain, either  on  iheone  hand  that 
'  she  envies  American  industry,  as  prejudicial  to 
'  British  commerce;  noron  theoiherhaad, that  she 

'  iscomftelled  locourt  an  intercourse  with  Ameri- 
'  cHj  as  ahsolutely  necessary  lo  her  own  existence. 
'  His  Majesty  would  not  hesitate  to  contribute,. 
'  in  any  manner  in  his  power,  to  restore  to  the 
'  commerce  of  ibe  United  States  its  wonted  ac- 
'  tirity.  And  if  it  were  possible  to  make  any 
'  sacrifice  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  without 
'  appearing  to  deprecate  it,  as  a  measure  of  bos- 
'  tiliiy,  be  would  gladly  have  facilitated  in  re- 

One  more  translation  of  this  diplomatic  lan- 
guage, and  I  have  done  with  the  letter.  I  under- 
stand Mr.  Canning  as  saying,  at  some  period  or 
other,  our  disputes  will  be  settled;  your  people 
will  then  be  convinced,  that  if  they  can  injure  us 
in  one  way,  we  can  injure  them  as  much  iii  an- 
other—that it  is  as  impossible  that  we  should  re- 
gret your  prosperity,  as  it  is  thai  a  merchant 
should  repine  at  Ihe  wealth  of  a  planter,  fond  of 
luxury,  and  his  constant  customer.  .  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  wilt  tiot  again  uodeilake  (0  quar- 
rel with  us  under  the  idea  that  we  ca&not  live 
without  you.  Still  we  are  willing  to  acknow- 
leJ^,  that  your  commerce  with  us  is  extremely 
desirable ;  and  therefore  if  you  will  enable  us,  by 
relinquishioe  your  coercive  system,  to  restore  the 
intercourse  oelween  ui  withoulour  appearing  to 
have  yielded  to  that  system,  "  without  our  ap- 
pearing to  deprecate  ii  a.s  a  measure  of  hostility," 
"^e  will  make  any  sacrifice.  Relinquish  yout 
plan. and  yoo  shall  hear  no  more  of  our  Orders  in 
Council.  . 

Yes,  sir  1  I  do  not  doubt  and  1  confess  I  am 
surprised  any  one  should  doubt  of  the  real  cause 
of  our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain.  As  our 
coercion  system  producpd  her  resistance  and  re- 
taliaiion,  so  would  the  abandonment  of  it  restore 
that  commercial  intercourse  which  is  sl>  insepa* 
rably  connected  with  out  proajjerity.  And  Mr. 
Canning  gives  the  assurance  of  it  in  terms  as  un- 
[^uivocaL,  as  under  all  the  circumstances  could  be 
ppssibty  eipecied,  or  reasonably  desired. 

1  haVe  said  before,  and  I  repeat  it  again — valu- 
able, important,  ai  out  commerce  indisputably  is 
to  Great  Britain,  on  account  of  that  very  value 
and  importance,  her  Ministry  cannot  and  dare 
not  suffer  the  present  experiment  to,  terminate  'm 
a  conviction,  or  even  a  doubly  of  its  being  essen- 
tial to  her  existence.  If  I  am  understood,  sir, 
there  cannot  but  be  an  end  of  the  hope  of  coerc- 
ing Great  Britain  tn  terms,  in  this  way,  until  she 
is  no  Itmger  able  10  resist  us,  and  she  passes  under 
the  dominion  of  F'rance.  And  then  ouicondition 
will  be  fearful  indeei!  I  If  you  cannot  count  fairly 
on  the  success  of  the  experiment,  on  the  one 
band,  and  if  on  the  other  that  stale  of  things 
which  alone  can  bring  succeKS  may  plunge  us 
in  Overwhelming  ruin,  our  whole  system  ought 
to  "be  abandoned. 

"The  new  slate  of  things  which  has  arisen  to 
Europe,"  the  revolution  in  Spain,  has  had  a  most 
unfortunate  eSect  onthe  success  of  the  embargo 
experiment,  ipatimuch  at  il  has  enabled  Great 
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tbe  Spanish  people,  and  that  in  both 
And,  sir,  tliHi  whicK  she  has  gaineJ,  uu^  umj  m-- 
bles  aei  to  bear  up  aniter  our  embargo,  hul  much 
of  il  which  we  might  have  had  is  probably  lost 
to  us  forever.  Sir,  I  should  hare  risked  much, 
to  secure  the  frieodahip  of  that  naiioD  at  this 
time.  If, asafieeman. and  the  ReprescDtaliveof 
a  free  people,  I  had  been  inacceuible  lo  the  sym- 
pathies nhich  all  such  should  feel,  for  a  people 
deceived  and  betrayed,  rising  at  lenglh  in  their 
aii|tht  and  opposing  iheir  whole  undivided  force, 
with  one  greet  and  noble  and  simultaneous  im- 
pulse, to  resist  the  suhjugaliDD  aliempled.  by  a 
foreign  (yrant ;  ifteould  without  emotion  have 
witnessed  ihe  march  of  the  gloomy  host,  lo  "  vic- 
tory or  death  ;"  if  without  concern  I  could  have 
seen  millioas  of  roy  fellow-beings,  with  unbroken 
firmDess,and an  uuwavtring  desperalion,  ''etrug- 
gliog  in  the  storms  of  fa(e  ;"  yet  at  least  I  ishauld 
DOl  have  been  induced  by  aoy  considerations  to 
have  abandoned  the  interest  of  ray  own  country, 
when  the  support  of  those  palrolic  heroes  was 
so  inlimately  connected  with  that  interest.  But, 
sir,  it  has  so  happened,  that  from  the  same  cause 
whiflh  makes  us  mourn  our  departed  prosperity, 
we  hare  suffered  England  lo  unite  bersell'.with 
tbe   hardy  yeomaory   of   Spain,  and   to  oppCi&e, 

Serhaps  for  the  last  lime,  a  hold  and   formidable 
:oDI,  to  the  oTerwhelming  power,  of  the  conque- 
ror of  Europe.  'If  fortunately,  sir,  instead  of  fal- 
iDg   up  commercial  expertmeut,  we   bad  set 
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r,  and,  by  sending  supplie 
we  could  10  asiisl  in  Ker 


Spain,  had  done  all 

franchisemeot,  by  enabling  her  to  hold  out 
great  and'noble  and  glorious  purpose  i*if  we  iiad 
arailed  ourselves  of  this  auspicious  moment,  to 
fasten  ourse{ves  upon  the  affections  of  ati  bonest 
and  faithful  people;  not  only  would  nur  imme- 
diate prosperity  have  been  advanced,  but.  we 
should  have  bound  them  to  us  in  a  \ia-ad  of  union, 
strengthened  and  sanctified  hv  the  awful  cireum- 
tlances  under  which  it  was  formed.  Recur,  sir, 
to  the  services,  the  assibtaace  which  the  ill  fated 
monarch  of  France  rendered  us  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. What  have  been  their  effects  upon  this 
people?  So  great,  sir,  that  the  gratitude  they 
excited  has  been  transferred  from  our  benefactor 
to  his  murderers! — Because  they  were  French- 
men !  And  not  even  yet,  sir,  has  the  sentiment 
ceased  to  operate  upon  the  American  mind.  If 
then,  instead  of  permitting. Great  Britain  (u  go  on 
vithout  a  competitor,  "Mealing  the  hearts  nf  the 

Eeople"  of  Spain,  we  had  extended  to  ihem  all  the 
■ieodly  offices  in  our  power;  if  we  had  shown 
an  asztely  to  make  up  in  the  desire  of  diiing  what 
we  lacked  in  the  ability,  the  name  of  an  Ameri- 
can might  have  sounded  in  Spain  like  that  of 
brutbei:  on  this  great  Continent.  Wa  should 
hare  formed  a  union,  founded  on  the  sincerity  of 
fraternal  attachmeot,  which  would  almost  1 
made  us  one  people.  But  if  Spain  be  able  It 
•iat,  we  have  lost  an  opporiuoity  which 
netei  recur.  If  her  restoration  to  independi 
Aailgive  to  her  people  any  new  sentimeni 
wards  QK,  it  will  uot  be  that  of  graiiiud«.    For, 


judging  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation  by  the  ap- 
parent indifference  of  the  Administration,  and 
the  language  of  its  immediate  partisans — ignorant 
that  there  was  in  the  country  a  humbled  and  per- 
secuted band,  who  loved  their  own  independence 
too  much  not  to  wish  it  lo  every  brave  and  rir- 
tuoui  people — they  will  perhaps  nfever  be  per-. 
Nuaded  that  there  ensted  here  aoylbing  but  ill 
will  towards  ihem.  The  unhappy  conseciaenees 
of  such  an  opinion  it  is  uonecessary  to  eipatiaie 

But  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Ttonr,) 
in  the  course  of  his  obserTationa  the  other  dky, 
remarked  (bat,  perhaps,  at  the  very  moment  be 
was  addressing  you,  the  people  of  Spain  miftfat 
be  imploVing  mercy  at  the  feet  of  the  conqueror. 
This  presents  us  with  another  view  of  the  sab- 
ject ;  but  a  view  which  'ougbt  to  have  more  im- 
periously coerced  our  Government  to  the  course 
which  they  have  neglected.  Well,  sir,  let  us 
suppose  it.  After  resisting,  tilt  iheir  means  of 
resistance  have  perished — their  countrymen  cut 
up, and  murdered,  and  destroyed — the  remnant  of 
the  people  of  Spain  receive  ihe  yoke.  SuppOM 
the  triumph  of  insatiable,  ambition  compleie. 
Behold  Joseph  Napoleon,  after  having  marched 
from  Bayonne  to  Madrid,  over  the  dead  bodiea  of 
ihe  Spaniards,  amid  the  groans  and  the  shriek* 
.nd  the  execration  and  the  despair  of  the  widows 
.ad  orphans,  behold  him  seated  at  lengtfa,  all  oret 
:overed  withhurnan  gore,  on  the  throne  of  Spain. 
And  what  then  1  Can  you  doubt  that  Ihe  eolo- 
lies  in. South  America  will  be  from  liiat  momMit 
ndependeot?  Or  do  gentlemen  know  so  little  of 
human  nature,  so  little  of  Spanish  characlei, 
as  to  think  it  possible  that  the  iuhabitann  of 
Spanish  America  will  rush  forward  lo  kiss  the 
sceptre  which  has  no  ornament  but  tbe  Uood  of 
their  brethren  f  That  they  iwill  be  eager  to  pol- 
lute iberoselves  Willi  the  horrible,  embrace*  of 
ihe  murderers  of  their  kintlred?  No,  air,  it  ia 
impossible. 

The  moineot,  then,  that  Spain  is  coaquered,  her 
provinces  on  this  coNtinent  become  independ- 
ent— and,  as  thisss  have  been  managed,  under 
the  guarantee,  and  in  the  most  cordial  alliance 
with  Great  Britain.  We  shall  have  in  them,  of 
consequence,  hostile  and  dangerous  neighbors; 
while  Great  Britain  will  monopolize  tbeir  trade, 
andifour  present  diSicuIlies  continue,  per  petaalljr 
instigate  them  to  hostility  against  us.  All  ihia 
migbl  have  been  prevenled,  it;  in  relatiuD  taSpain 
only,  our  Government  bad  pursued  the  proper 
course.  The  merchants  applied  for  leave  lu  re- 
sume lhei>  commerce  with  Spain,  but-a  deaf  eai 
was  turned  to  them.  Disposed  a g  Great  Britain 
is  to  do  us  ''  barm,"  she  muy  yet  make  use  of  tbe 
Spaniards  on  this  continent  for  that  purpose. 
And  though  these  Spaniards  have  been  leagcon- 
sidereil  as  coniemptible,  let  il  be  remenibered  that 
a  nation  is  always  regenerated  by  ■  revolution. 

vated  and  fearful  character.  Let  ue  then  beware 
how  we  make  enemies  of  thH  people.  Let  ni  do 
all  we  can  to  conciliate  their  frtendsbip.  It  ia 
ooi  perhaps  even  now  iqo  Ut«  ti 
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ranUges  the  Admin ialration  have  oTerlooked.  A 
chan^  of  coDduot  may  rrgaia^us  the  aSi^itfoiis 
and  triendship  which  hare  bepD  unaecesitarily 
lost.  And  this,  sir,  is  to  be  more  desired,  when 
we  iouk  furward  to  what  is  likely  to  he  the  situ- 
alioit  of  the  fluiopean  Coutrnent  if  Spain  is  cod- 
quered.  li  will  then  be  subject  to  tlie  will  and 
desputisin  of  Napoleon.  It  will  groan  beneath 
thai  iron  sceptre,  ia  the  circuit  ol  whose  loflu- 
ence  no  »irtae  can  !iie,  and  every  effort  of  liber- 
ty is  idle.  The  seat  of  empire  is  from  thai  mo- 
ment traosf erred. from  Europe  to  this  couliaenl. 
There  ig-norante,  and  poverty,  and  hopeless  vas- 
salage will  draw  oo  a  Tnonotonoua 'existence;  or  if 
e»er  they  rise,  it  will  be  to  br  crushed  by  the  irre- 
sislible  hand  of  power.  Europe,  impoverished 
byits  loug  eoatinQed  wars,  and  the  frequent  insur- 
rections to  which  itwill  be  subject,  Willnolonger 
be  able  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace..  It  will  be 
here  then,  on  this  regenerated  continent,  they  may 
hope  lo  and  repose  and  protectioo.  Let  us  vun 
sacHGee  the  bright  prospects  before  us  ^o  a  vis- 
ionary experiment. 

It  is  lime,  sir,  that  we  should  retrace  our  steps. 
The  course  we  have  been  running  has  produced 
DO  good  ;  it  ceriainly  can  produce  none.  Yet  it 
aeems,  inaiead  of  going  back,  we  are  perpetually 
urged  forward.  This  great  measure  which  was 
to  dare  reaiored,  secured,  and  extended  our  com- 
nierce,  lias  entirely  destroyed  it.  Satisfied  as  the 
Adrninistration  are  of  its  ineffieacy,  they  seem 
determined  to  follow  it  up  by  a  non'intercoiirse; 
and  thai,  sir,  that  is  to  do  wooij^rs  indeed  !  Why 
will  gentlemen  suffer  themselves  to  be  deceived  7 
The  embargo  wheo  it  had  been  twelve  montba  in 
operation  was  itself  ft  non-JnIercomsE  to  all  sub- 
sianlial  purposes  ;^for  it  is  very  evident  that  if 
we  cannoi  send  anything  out  of  the  country,  we 
can  pay  for -nothing  which  is  bruugtit  into  it. 
The  non-tntercourae  is  the  old  thing  after  all.  It 
is  the  old  shoe  new-vamped. 

Sir,  my  heart  bieeds  for  ray  poor  country,  when 
I  lee  gentlemen  determined  to  persist  in  ihi.s  per- 
nicious course — not  a  beam  of  hope  brightens  the 
Erospecl.  All  is  darkness  and  ruin  and  misery 
etore  us.  Is  it  possible  we  are  going  on  in  this 
way?  that  we  are  not  to  abandon  our  feeble 
system  till  Great  Britain  yields?  It  does  lii- 
deed  aeem  tfo,  air ;  for  we  have  been  (old  by  a  gfiu- 
lleman  that  when  the  embargo  was  laid  on, 
Ooveramenl  did,  by  doing  It,  give  a  "pledge  to 
the  nation  that  they  would  persevere  until  the 
ends  intended  were  answered.  If,  sir,  the  em- 
bargo was  such  a  pledge,  the  passing  of  this  bill 
will  be  a  new  pledge  to  the  same  effect.  I 
waiD  gentlemen,  therefore.  lo  be  cautious.  If 
the  course  they  are  pursuing  be  indeed  a  wrong 
one,  promising  no  happy  result,  lei  ihem  bear  \a 
mind,  the  farther  they  proceed  the  niore  difficult 
will  be  iheir  return. 

The  gentietttep  who  ojtposed  the  system  now 
in  operation,  have  been  called  upon  by  the  ma- 
jority to  say  which  would  they  do — they  tave  been 
ksked  for  their  substitute  for  ib^  embargo.  And 
I  confess  I  hare  been  somewhat  jurprised  to  per- 
ceive B  little  embarriis^ment  tn  giving  the  an- 


iwer.  As  a  Representative  of  the  people,  Sir,  I 
lonsider  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  my  right,  to  aa- 
twet  the  question.  And  if  the  Admiaislralioa 
ihould.  in  doing  what  I  shall  advi 


ion  of  the  people,  I  will  not  regret  it. 

the  majority  to  us.  what   would   yoo 

doi    wKat  would  you  have  tisdoT    I  will  tell 
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them,  sir,  what  they  should  Sb.  I  will  not  with- 
hold my  feeble  aid  from  them  in  their  distress,  I 
should  not  think  it  manly,  fair,  or  humane  lo  do 
so.  We  are  all  embarked  in  the  tame  ship,  and 
muiit  sink  ur  swim  together ;  and  although  I  am 
but  a  green  hand,  and  before  the  mast,  I  will  di> 
all  in  my  power  to  keep  the  vessel  from  going 
down.  What  would  yoo  have  us  dol  say  gen- 
tlemen. Sir,  I  would  liave  them  undo  all  they 
have  done.  Yes,  sir,  all— and  atone  smack!  1 
would  return  to  the  policy  of  WjkSHLHOTOit.  I 
would  cut  up  thia  embargo  system,  root  and 
branch.  If  this  prescription  be  not  followed  soon, 
it  will  be  too  late.  We  shall  be  in  a  conditloB 
in  which  we  shall  be  able  lo  take  no  medicine 
whatevei.  i  know,  sir,  I  am  prescribing  a  bitter 
pili  for  the  Administratiou— but  it  is  the  only 
one  that  will  answer.  Let  them  take  it  therefore, 
■and  itwill  soon  work  miracles  forthegood  of  ihe 
country.  lostead  of  going  on  accumulating  the 
obstacles  lo  aiicommodatioo  with  Great  Britain, 
let  us  act  an  open  part.  Apply  the  sponge  to 
your  embargo,  and  proclamation,  and  non-im- 
portation ;  and  I  will  venture  lo  say  there  are  no 
difficulties  between  us  which  honest  men  could 
not  settle   in    three   hours.      Restore   us   to  the 

Eolicy  of  the  great  Father  of  his  Country.  We 
ave  had  enough  of  theory  and  enpetimeni  and 
whim.  Let  ua  at  last  have  a  little  old-faahioned 
practical  wisdom. 

But  genllemen  say  this  would  be  submission. 
How  submission  7  Because  we  have  at  last  found 
out  that  by  our  system  of  commercial  warfare 
we  cannot  coerce  Great  Britain,  is  an  aband'iD- 
mcnt  of  that  system  submission?  God  help 
us,  sir,  if  such  positions  require  argument  to  re- 
fute them!  JSo,  sit;  if,  under  the  operation  of 
our  system  Great  Britain  yields,  she  submits. 
And  can  we  expect  that  she  will  do  what  we 
will  not  ?  Let  us  at  length  open  our  eyes  to  the 
Irnih.  It  is  not  submission  to  abandon  an  ineffi- 
cacious project.  Let  us  discard  our  prejudices. 
Hatred  and  love  render  men  equally  unfit  10  pur- 
sHe  Vvise  counsels,  Jf  Great  Britain  wasiocome 
to  your  terms  m  consequence  uf  the  embargo, 
what  would  you  say?  that  the  embargo  hail 
done  it !  And  if  the  embargo  had  done  it.  Would 
the  submifsiod  not  be  on  her  part?  Under  the 
pretence  that  we  will  not  submit,  considering 
submission  scandalous,  we  are  made  to  suppose 
our  own  conduct  very  fair,  and  kind,  and  gener- 
ous, wheo  we  ask  others  to  do  what  we  shudder 
at.  There  i<i  no  disgrace  in  giving  up  an  im- 
practicable project ;  and  "  it  is  nuble  even  to  fail 
m  great  aitempis."  Let  the  Administration  have 
the  credit  of  having  failed  in  the  great  attempt 
of  coercing  Great  Britain  by  an  erobBrgo--for  ■. 
great  attempt  it  certainly  was.  But  as  it  has 
failed,  there  can  be  no  justificaiioa  for  persiatinf 
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in  it;  else,  ihal  which  was  a  charming  epecula- 
tioD  at  the  outset,  will  in  the  end  degenerate  ialo 
dowDrighl  obstinacy. 

Repeal  the  embargo  and  non-iniportatioD  acts, 
rescind  the  praclamation,  and  send  these  resolu- 
tions out  of  the  Housii,  and  .wc  shall  have  a 
chance  at  least  for  peace— for  a  reaiorairoo  of  the 
general  prosjierily.  The  Orders  in  Council  will 
DDl,  cannot  ba  persisted  in,  when  you  so  to  the 
Bource  of  oar  miafortQaes — when  you  lay  aside 
the  miserable  project  of  coercing  Qreat  Britain 
by  an  embargo — when.  hj[  resisting  the  French 
edicts,  yon  show  a  determination  lo  defend  your 
rights  against  the  real,  because  the  first  aggressor. 
Before  i  sil  down  I  i>eg  leave  to  cali  the  atleta-. 
tioQ  of  the  House  to  the  course  which  is  oiedila- 
■  led  to  brin([  France  to  justice.  The  second  of 
these  resoluliotis  discovers  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  to  be  done.  But,  sir,  will  France  feel  the' 
effects  of  this  measure;  will  she  be  even  dis- 
pleased at  it?  Indeed  she  will  not.  It  will  prets 
upon  England  only.  And  in  the  same  propor- 
tion that  it  is  more  powerful  than  the  embargo, 
Id  the  same  proportion  will  it  please,  because  it 
will  accord  with  the  policy  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte. An^  in  the  face  of  the  world  you  hare  al- 
ready received  the  plaudits  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
for  your  embargo.  Can  that,  ibea,  be  called  re- 
sistance to  the  injustice  of*  a  foreign  Power,  which, 
if  she  could  dictate  your  course,  nhe  would  order 
lo  be  done  t  Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to  ex- 
press mj  astonishment  at  heating  that  very  con- 
duct which  France  wishes  ua  lo  pui-sue,  to  aid 
her  in  herprojecl*  upon  England,  called  resist- 
ance !  Gentlemen  are  eloquent  enough  when 
they  speak  of  French  injustice  and  perfidy;  but 
not  one  of  them  has  ventured  lo  show  bow  the 
embargo  has,  or  the  Don-iatercourse  will  operate 
upon  her.  The  first  resoluiton,  indeed,  says,that 
we  will  not  submit  to  France;  but  the  second, 
which  is  to  show  the  kind  of  resistance  we  are 
to  make  use  of.  absolutely  pledges  the  nation  to 
that  course  wEiicb  France  particularly  desires  ! 
She  praised  you  for  imposing  the  etabargo;  and 
if  non-iniercourse  be  stronger  thaa  embargo,  so 
much  the  more  will  your  praise  be  increased. 
Nay,  I  should  not  wondir  if  you  should  be  re- 
warded by  a  volume  of  French  poetry,  in  praise 
of  your  wisdom,  virtue,  and  sincerity.  Certainly 
it  will  be  ^eaetveA.  Sir,  let  us  not  be  trifled  witn 
in  this  manner.  Lei  us  no  longer  be  dealt  iyilh 
thus  unfairly.  Do  we,  by  the  adoption  of  these 
resolutions,  resist  Qceat  Britain  and  France  7 
No,  sir,  they  know  we  do  not;  and  therefore  1 
will  ool  nut  my  trust  in  the  dbceivers,  who"  keep 
the  wortf  of  .promise  lo  our  ear,  but  break  it  lo 
our  hope."  The  conduct  pursued  towards  France 
I  will  not  call  silbmission  j  that  word  does  not 
describe  ils  character.  It  is  much  worse  than 
submission.  We  have  all  along  aided  her.  We 
are  about  to  aid  her  by  the  very  measure  which 
is  called  resistance  to  her.  Is  thisconduct  calcula- 
ted lo  coerce  Prance  to  justice  1  Sir,  it  would  be 
iosulling  tolhe  House  to  waste  words  on  this  sub- 
ject—I  say  wotds— because  the  absurdity  of  the 
proposition  is  too  palpable  to  admit  of  argument. 


When  I  pointed  out  to  gentlemen  in  converta- 
tion,  the  impropriety  of  professing  to  resist 
France,  when  we  have  really  become  ber  auxil- 
iaries ;  they  have  answered,  thai  it  cannot  be 
helped,  li  is  calculated  they  say  to  strike  upon 
Ens;land,  and  if  the  lash  be  not  quite  long  enough 
to  reach  Prance,  we  cannot  help  it ;  mat  is  not 
their  fault.  But  I  entreat  ihem  to  reflect  that 
the  more  they  wound  England,  the  more  do  ibey 
make  il  the  policy  of  France  lo  resist ;  BDd  that 
if  thev  wish  really  10  have. (he  edicts  of  both 
aonulled,  they  do  not  come  a  step  nearer  their  ub- 

{'eci — for  whatever  England  loses  by  our  system, 
France  gains.  In  a  stale  of  war  the  loss  of  the 
one  party  is  the  gaip  of  the  other.  Thus,  though 
we  mav  injure  Britain,  ber  sufferings  will,  not 
tell  for  us;  but  for  France,  we  do  all  we  can; 
hot  wegsin  nothing  by  it.  We  "  rob  Pel^  to 
pay  Paul." 

Sir,  by  embarking  against  England  at  this 
lime,  we  can  promise  ourselves  no  good.  If  we 
fail,  all  will  agree  that  our  condition  wilt  be  de- 
plorable. But  if  we  suceeetl,  we  are  ruined! 
Our  onlv  safety  will  be  in  defeat.  I  have  already 
proved  trial  England  cannot,  date  not  acknowledge 
ihe  efficacy  of  avy  commercial  coercion.  Yoa 
have  seen  enough  to  know  that  she  cannot  yield 
to  you,  until  she  becomes  incapable  of  resistance. 
Thensbefall^— into  whose  hands?  Ours^  No, 
sir ;  into  Ihe  hands  of  -France.  '  She  will  cease  to 
exist  as  a  nation;  and  will  you  then  turn  round 
and  fightFrance?  For. what?  To  compel  her 
to  let  you  trade  with  England,  when  there  is  no 
England  to  trade  with.  Your  uirausi  success 
gives  England  to  France,  and  you  have  gained 
nothing.  The  whole  naval  and  ^iilitary  estab- 
lishnieul  of  Europe  is  then  at  the  disposal  of 
Bonaparte.  You  will  indeed  have  mounted  the 
tiger  upon  the  back  of  the  shark  for  your  OWQ 
desiruciion.  Yes,  si^,  your  animosity  may  be 
gratified  by  overwhelming  Ihe  Phitlslinesin  one 
general  destruction]  but  remember  yoil  must 
yourselves  be  crushed  in  the  ruins  of  the  Pagan 

I  cnuld  have  wished  that  it  had  so  happened 
that  the  policy  of  Washington,  in  1794,  had  been 
ihe  policy  of  the  last  year.  I  would  now  implore 
the  House  and  the  Administration  to  return  lo 
it.  No  beam  of  hope  can  cheer  us  in  going  for- 
ward. Peace  cannot  be  attained  by  the  present 
course,  on  the  contrary  it  must  jead  us  to  open 
war.  it  is  not  dishonorable  lo  retrace  our  steps. 
No  country  will  dispute  our  pride  ;  we  iiave  dit* 
played  enough  of  that;  let  us  at  length  be  per- 
suaded that  prudeace  and  wisdom  are  not  the 
lowest  of  national  virtues;  and  thai  prosperity, 
liberty,  and  happiness,  are  not  the  lowest  of  na- 
tional objects. 

I  have  not  addressed  you,  w,  on  ibis  occasion 
because  I  wished  lo  wound  the  sensibility  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  me  in  political  opin- 
ions. I  have  believed  that  ih^  present  course 
could  bring  us  to  no  result  but  that  of  disqppotnt- 
ment  and  disgrace,  and  perhaps  ruin;  and  I  have 
been  compelled  to  give  my  reasons  for  the  belief. 
If  the  past  has  been  indeed  wrong,  let  us  not  ob- 
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tlinatdy  plunge  od  in  our  error.  It  is  honorable 
tQ  abaudoQ  error.  I  conjure  geDiIemen  to  paase 
one  moment  before  they  proceed,  that  ihey  may 
aiteDtJTely  survey  the  present  and  ibe  future. 
I'be  path  of  happine^is  from  which  wp  have 
strayed  mrty  be  easily  regained  ;  and  Ood  ^rant 
yre  may  haTethe  niagnaHltniiy  to  return  lo  it. 

Mr.  Flit  OLE  V  spoke  fortwealy  minutes  in  reply. 

The  Brst  reaoiution,  coQlained  inihe  following 
words,  was  divided,  st>  as  to  take  the  question  first 
on  the  part  in  italic; 

"SesoWeiJ,  Thai  Ike  Vniltd  Statu  eanrtol,  imlhoul- 
i  sacrifiet  ofi/ieir  rigilt,  hoiua',  and  indtpeniierice,nib- 
mi't  to  the  late  edieh  of  Great  Brilaai — and  France." 

The  question  was  (hen  taken  on  the  first  clause 
of  Ifiis  resoluiitin,  and  carried — yeas  136,  nays  2, 
asfullows: 

¥■!■— Evmn  Alazandcr,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 


Blacklcdget  John  Blake,  Jan.,  Tboraas  Blount,  AJom 
Ba;d,  John  Bojle,  Ro^rt  Brown,  WiUiun  A.  Bunrell, 
WiJlUm  Buller,  Joseph  Calhouit,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell. GpapbrmlituB  Cham  piun,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Ciopton,  John  Culpeper,  Richaiil 
Cutti,  Jahn  Davenport,  jcn.,  John  Saweon,  Joaiah 
Deana,  Joseph  Deaha,  Daniel  M.  Ditrell,  Jamei  Elliot, 
William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Jamea  Fiik,  Mealuck 
Franklin,  FraneiB  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  Tho- 
maa  Ghblson,  jnn.,  Peleiion  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
laaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harria,  John  Heiiter,  William 
Helma,  Jamei  Holland,  ]>HTid  Holmes,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Reuben  Hamphreya,  Datiiel  Ilelcy.  John  G.  Jack- 
BOn,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  JenkinH,  Richard  M. 
Johnson.  Walter  Jones,  Jsmea  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Phil^>  B.  Ka;^  William  Kirkpalnek,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,'jun.,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Loto,  Ns- 
tbaniel  Msicon,  Robert  Marion,  J au ah  Mastera;  William 
McCieery,  William  Milnar.  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr., 
John  Hontgompry^  Nicholas  S.  Mvore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  J onalhsm  O.  Moaely, 
Gurdon  8.  Mum  ford, 'Roger  Nelson,  Thorny  Newbold, 
'nuUHu  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, Jan.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Qoincj.John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessfo.Ja- 
oob  Richards,  Msttbias  Richards,  John  Russctl,  Benja- 
min Say,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samue)  Shaw.  James  Sloan,' 
Dennia  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Bmith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
fcrd,  William  StedrttaO,  Clement  Slorer,  tewis  B.  Stof- 
ges,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tag^rt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Ahram  Trigg, 
George  M.  Tronp,  Jabez  Upham,  James  I.  Van  Alen, 
Philip  Van  Corttandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn  Killian  K. 
Van  RensieUei,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton, 
Robert  Whttehill,  Issac  Wilbonr,  Uatid  R.  Williama, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nais — Barent  Oardenier,  and  William  Uoge. 

The  gtieatioo  being  about  to  he  put  on  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  resotution,  viz  :  on  the  words 
"and  France" — 

Mr..Raifi)oi.FH  inquired  whether  it  was  in  or- 
der to  put  a  question  aa  these  wordn,  as  thev  ex- 
premed  no  definite  meaning,  containing  of  ihem- 
aelres  no  specific  proposition  to  which  a  response 
ofay  or  no  could  be  made? 

Tbe  SfsaEEit  declared  ibai  it  w«s  in  order. 


Mr.  Randolph  appealed  iVotn  this  decision, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal; 
alleg-ing,  as  a  reason  for  making  it,  that  no  reso- 
lution or  raolion  could  be"  riivided,  except  where 
the  sense  naturally  diridei!  it;  and  the -worifa 
"and  France,"  taken  separately,  contained  do 
proposiiton  which  could  either  be  affirmed  or 
denied. 

Much  desnltory  debate  look  place  on  the  appeal 
from  the  Speaker's  decision  ;  when 

Mr.  GHOLeoH  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  permitting  the  appeal  by  Mr.  RANnoLPB 
after  a  question  bad  been  taken  (on  the  firat 
clause  of  the  resolution)  under  the  decision  ap- 
pealed from. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  raotioo  of 
Mr.  Gqolson,  viz:  "I<i  the  decision  oflhe  Speaker, 
permitting  an  appeal,  correct?"  It  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — ayes  16;  and  thus  tHe 
qheslion  of  order  was  decided. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  tbe  second  mem- 
ber of  the  first  resolution;  and  the  same  being 
taken,  it  was  resotved  in  the  affirmative — yeaa 
113,  nays  S,  as  follows: 

YiiS — Ijemual  J.  AlstOD,  Willis  Alston,  jun^  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon',  Datid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  John 
Blake;  jnn.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Williatn  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Martin  Chi^ 
tenden,  Matlhetv  CJay,  iittm  Cloplon,  John  Culpeper, 
Richard  Cutta,  John  DsTeoporl,  junior,  John  Dawaon, 
Josiah  Demo.  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durcll,  Jamea 
GUiat,  William  £!y.  William  Fipdley,  James  Fisk, 
Meshack  FranklinI  Francis  Gardner,  James  M.  Gametl, 
Thomas  Gholaon,  junior ,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  Heister, 
WillUm  Helms.  Jamea  Holland,  David  Holide*,  Ben- 
jamin Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Itichard  Jackson,  Robert  Jet^kina,  Richard 
M.  Jobnsan,  Walter  Jnnea,  Jamea  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, l''hillp  B.  Key,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lam- 
bert, Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marian,  Josiah  MiMera,  Wil- 
liam McCrBBfy,  William  Mil  nor,  Daniel  Montgomery, 
jun.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moora,  Thomaa 
Moora,  Jeremiah  Marrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Muniford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomaa 
Newton,  Wilson  U.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pifltin,  jun., 
John  Porter,  John  Roa  of  Penaylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richarde,  John 
Russell,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  SiAelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Hent;  SouUnard.  Richard 
Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Clemant  Storer,  Lewis 
B.  StnrgBs,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  JabeK 
Upham,  James  L  Van  Alen.  Philip  Van  Corllaodl, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Dan- 
iel C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whitchi(l, 
tsaac  Wilbour,  David  R.  Williams,  Aleiander  WilK>ll, 
Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Barcnl  Gardenier,  and  William  Hoge. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  ibat  ibe 
House  do  agree  to  tbe  said  first  resolutioa  as  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  tint 
worda following,  to  wit: 
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"Refohed,  That  the  United  St«tM  cannot,  without 
«  Bcrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  anil  iifdepeDdencB 
■ubmit  to  tb«  edicti  of  Great  Britain  and  France ;" 

And  resoUed  in  the  affirmaiire — yeas  118,  nav! 
2,  as  follows : 

Yiii — E<ran  Alexander,  Lamnel  J.  Alalon,  Willii 
AtMOD,  junior,  Eiekicl  Bacon,  D&*id  Bard,  Jo*e[di 
Barker,  Burwall  Btuaelt,  William  Blacklodge,  John 
Blake,  janio^,  Thotaai  Bloanl,  Adun  Bojd,  John 
Bojle,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Buiwell,  William 
Butler,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Epaph- 
lOditua  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Claj, 
John  Clopton,  John  Culprpei,  Richard  Cotta,  John 
Sa'enporl,  jun.,  Jobn  Dawaon,  Joaiah  Deane^  Joaeph 
Deaha,  Daniel  M.  Durdl,  Jamea  Elliot,  Wjlliara  Ely, 
William  Findlej',  Jamca  Fiak,  Meshack  Fraakfin, 
Frnncia  Gardner,  Jamea  M.  Garnett,  Thomaa  Gholaon, 
junior,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gi-ay,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Hairin,  John  Heiatcr,  William  Helma, 
Jamea  Holland,  David  Hulmca,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Reuben  Humphraja,  Daniel  Haley,  John  G.  Jackaon, 
Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenklna,  Ricfaanl  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jonea,  Jiunea  Kellj,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Philip 
B.  Key,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  JoMph 
Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
cxin,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  MaaUra,  WiHiam  McCree- 
ry.  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  junior,  Jahn 
Monlgumery,  Nicbalaa  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelj, 
Gnrdan  S.  MumTord,  Roger  Nelaon,Thomae  Newbold, 
Thomaa  Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholaa,  Timothy  Pit|, 
kin,  jun,,  John  Porter,  Joaiah  (Juincy, John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  PennaylTaaia,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee, 
Jacob  Richirda,  Matthiaa  Richarda.JohnRuHell,  Ben- 
jwnin  Bay,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jamea 
Sloan,  Dennia  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
John  Smhli,  Henry  Southard,  Ridiard  Sunford,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Glemeut  Slorer,  Lewie  B.  Sturgea, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
John  Thompaon,  Abratn  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jabez  Upbam,  Jamea  L  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cott- 
landt,  Archibald  VanHorn,  KiUian  K,  Van  Renaaelaer, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jeiae  Wharton,  Robert  White- 
bill,  laaae  Wtlboui,  David  R.  Williama,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Nathan  Wilaon,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nai> — Baient  Gardenier,  and  William  Hoga. 

Wednesday,  December  14. 

A  MessHge,  recpired  from  the  President  or  ih? 
Uailed  States  oa  the  thirleenlh  instant,  was  read, 
trHHsmitlin^  H  report  of  the  Cominissiotiers  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  of  March  29[h,  1S06,  coa- 
ceming  a  road  Trom  Cumberlanil  [o  Ohio,  being 
a  siateioeol  of  tie  firoceedinga  under  the  act, 
since  theirUstTeporicommuniualed  loCooftrew. 
— ReTerred  lo  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jobk 
G.Jackson,  Lloyd,  Lyon,  and  Rea  of  Pena- 
.ylvania. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entilled  "AnactsDp- 
plemenial  10  an  act.enliiled  'An  act  for  exienJ- 
iny  Ibe  lerms  of  credit  on  revenue  bonds,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
twice,  and  cammitted  lo  the  Commitiee  of  the 
whole  HouM  (o-morrow. 

The  bill  aeat  from  the  Seaate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  change  the  post  route  from  Annapolis  to  Rock- 
faall,  by  Baltimore-to  Rockhall,"  waa  read  twice. 


and  conimitled  to  the  CommitUe  on  Poat  Offices 
and  Post  Roadt. 

The  House  proceeded  to  coniider  ihe  second 
resolution  reported  by  ibe  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  part  of  the  Presidtai'*  Message, 
at  the  cotnmencemeDt  of  the  preisent  seiaioa, 
which-  relates  to  our  foreign  relations,  aad  to 
which  the  Committee  oflhe  Whole  reported  iheir 
agreement  ofi  the  first  iastanl;  which  said  seeoad 
re«oluiioa  is  coaiained  in  the  worda  following,  to 

"  Ruolvtd,  That  it  ia  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  adaiaaion,  into  the  porta  of  the  United  Statea, 
of  all  public  or  private  aimed  or  unarmed  ahipa  or  vea- 
aets  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  (o  anj 
other  of  the  belligerent  Fowen  having  in  Ibrca  ordera 
or  decrees  (riolating-  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral 
righta  of  the  United  Stales ;  and,  also,  the  importation 
of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  maaufacture,  of  the  dotniniona  of  any  of  tha 
said  Poweia,  or  imported  from  any  placs  in  the  powea- 
aion  of  either." 

Mr.  MiLNOR  opposed  the  resolution  iii  a  spceeli 
of  about  an  hour;  and  Mr.  Fise GOpportefl  il  in 
a  speech  of  ain  hour  and  a  half;  when  the  House 
adjourned,  withoat  taking  the  queslioo. 

TanRBDtT,  December  15.' 

Mr,  Lewis,  from  Ibe  Committee  on  the  Dis' 
trict  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  authuriziog  a 
lotier^  lo  raise  a.  sum  of  moue/  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  church  in  Ihe.  town  of  Aleiandf  ia, 
in  liie  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of  tbe 
Episcopal  Congregation  ip  the  said  town ;  Whicll 
was  read  twice, and  caniniiiied  loACommiitee 
of  ihe  Whole  on  Monday  neit. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Jeshe  B.  Tsomab, 

Reaolped,  That  ■  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  tbe  ezpediencjr  of  eziendidg  ibe 
right  of  suffrage  in  ihe  tndisaa  Tertiiivy;  and 
that  the  said  committee  bsTe  leav«  lo  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  TaoMAS,  Oclfepeb, 
GooDWTN,  Blake,  end  Sloan,  be  appoinKd  & 
committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resotuiton. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  to  the  House  sundrf 
resoluiions  of  tbe  Legislative  Council  of  the  In- 
diana Territory,  relative  lo  an  exteotioa  of  the 
right  of  suffrage  therein  ;  which  were  read,  and, 
logether  with  auch  patls  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Represeuialires  of  that  Territory,  pre- 
sented OD  the  fukirteenlh  ultimo,  a&  relate  to  ihe 
same  subject,  referred  to  the  select  committee  laat 
appointed, 

Mr.  Lewib  presenied  to  the  House  a  repreaeDi- 
alion  from  Samuel  H.  Smith,  Robert  Brent,  tnd 
Thomas  Corcoran,  a  commjtiee  appointed  by  the 
Levy  Court  of  ihe  county  of  WUhiuftoD.  in  tite 
Dislrici  of  Cotumbia,'  prayins  that  the  said  Levy 
Court  may  be  vested  with  full  power  to  lay  out 
and  repair  public  roads,  and  to  erect  and  repair 
bridges  in  the  said  county,  under  such  cooditioDs 
as  the  wiadom  of -Congress  shall  se<m  mceL 

The  said  representation  was  read,  and,  together 
widi  a  copy  of  certain  proceedings  cf  ihe  Levy 


.dbyCoo^le 


857 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


85S 


Decembkb,  1808. 


Foreign  Relation; 


Coon  aforesaid,  referred  lo  the  Committee  for 
(ke  Dislrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr-  L.  aUa  presented  a  petiiioa  of  ibe  Vssiry 
of  ibe  Proiestant'  Episcopal  Church  in  ihe  Ciif 
of  WasbJDgroD,  prayinir  that  the  petiiionern  may 
be  aatborned  by  law,  to  raise,  by  way  of  lottery, 
a  sum  not  ezceedio;  eight  tbousand  dollars,  for 
the  purpose  of  fiaisbiug'  the  buildiag  of  a  church 
in  the  said  city,  and  the  paymsnl  of  debts  alrea- 
dy incivTed  on  account  of  ibe  same. — Referred 
to  the  ComiQitlea  for  (be  District  of  Columbia. 
'  Mr.  Eppes  presented  (o  ibe  House  certain  re- 
tnrDs  or  statemecls  relatire  to  ibe  amount  of  free 
male  iobabiiadis,  and  the  numlwr  of  Toies  lalten 
at  tdections  held  in  the  counties  of  Randolph  and 
St  Clair,  in  the  Territory  of.  Indiana,  together 
with  the  depositioos  of  sundry  persona  in  that 
Territory,  relatire  thereto;  which  were  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  thirieenib  in- 
•OiDt,"  to  inquire  into  the  ezfedieucy  ofdliiding 
Ibe  Indiaoa  Territory." 

On  motion.of  Mr.  JoBNeoN,  tbeletierand  rep- 
rescDtaiion  of  Thonus.  Paine,-  pteseitted  on  the 
Ibtirih  of  February  last,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mtltee  oC  Claims. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  House. resumed  the  consideration  of  ibe 
second  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  first  inilaat,  which  was  de 
pending  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjournmenl, 

Mr.  Uphah  spoke  against  It  for  about  three 
qaarlers  of  an  hour.  Tbo  following  is  the  con- 
cluding porlioa  of  bis  speech,  being  allwhiehlhe 
compiler  has  been  able  to  texover. 

Thi-t  embargo  system,  ;aid  Mr.  U.,  will  indeed 
destroy  our  commerce,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  by 
human  laws.  And  this  I  verily  believe  to  hare 
been  the  object  of  those  who  projected  and  recoin- 
meaded  this  system.  Yes,  sir,  I  do  believe  that 
the  object  of  those  who  projected  and  recom- 
mended this  system  was,  and  no.w  is,(o  annihilate 
your  active  commerce — to  form  this  into  ^  Chinese 
coQBtry.  How  far  and  to  how  many  ihey  have 
exposed  "  the  whole  ground,"  I  will  not  pretend  to 
say.  The  object,  in  their  v.iew,  was  unqtiestiooably 
»  laudable  one. .  They  undoubtedly  nsd  in  view 
tlie  periuanent  happiness  of  their  country.  This, 
air,  lam  bound  to  suppoae— for  I  must  not,  I  do 
not  call  in  question  tbeir  motives.  They  consid- 
erad,  ibit  the  seeds  of  war  between  (hi.s  and  the 
other  nations  of  the  earth,  were  sown  on  the 
ocean — that  the  foundaiioiu  of  all  our  naiional 
conflicts  were  laid  in  the  proseeuiion  of  com- 
merce; that  such  was  ibe  relative  situation  of 
this  country,  separated  from  the  great  belligerent 
Powers  of  the  world  by  the  Ailaotic  ocean,  ttgai 
it  -was  scarcely  possible  For  us  to  be  involved  In 
war,  if  we  should  adopt  and  scrupulously  preserve 
tbc  scheme  of 'a  dignified  retJEemcnt," — a  terra* 
pin  system — if  we  sboutd  draw  and  keep  ourselves 
wilhm  our  shell. 

The  projectors  of  this  system,  alilwugh  ibey 
migbt  b«  lailf  sensible  of  the  aA«aniage  of  com- 
nerce,  in  raisiog  a  revenue  and  in  enriching  Ibe 
natioo,  yet  they  might  be  coDviDced,  that  its  dis- 


advantage, as  a  source  of  war,  was  far  greater. 
They  misnt  calculate  upon  a  ten  yean'  \ 
once  in  fifty  years.     Tliey  might  place 
vantage  of  corumerce  to  hi  credit,  and  ihc  d: 
'  iffe  uf  war,  as  a  consequence  of  c( 


the  ■/' 


s  debit, 


ind  r 


alee  up  very  honestly  a  footing 
against  it.  However  lallaeious  and  Utopian,  and 
indeed  ridiculous  this  sort  of  calculation  may  ap- 
pear 10  me,  I  am  convinced  of  its  being  very  bon- 
esily  adopted  by  those  wlio  recommended  the 
embargo  system,  under  ihe  present  reign  of  politi- 
cal philosophy  or  philosophical  policy. 

I  am,  sir,  induced  to  beliere,  that  the  real  ob- 
jecl.of  those. who  projected. and  tecommended 
itjis  system,  waq  to  destroy  our  commerce,  be- 
cause ihey  must  have  had  some  abject,  and  it 
could  not  have  been  intended  as  a  precautionary 
measure,  so  far  as  it  respects  any  apprehensions 
from  the  British  Orders  in  Council — for  they 
were  not  known  in  this  country  to  eiisl  at  the 
lime  the  President  lecommended  the  first  embar- 
go law,  the  ISib  of  December,  1807,  nor  when 
the  law  was  passed,  the  22d  of  the  same  Decem- 
ber. I  &ay,  sir,  in  the  face  i}f  the  House  and  in 
the  face  of  the  iiaiion,  that  ibe  British  Orders  in 
Council  were  not  known  in  this  country  to  exist 
when  the  first  embargo  law  was  pa^ised.  I.say  so, 
because  I  aKended,  with  much  toleresi,  to  the 
whole  of  the  debate  upon  the  passage, of  ihe  law, 
and  the  orders  were  nut  once  mentioned.  If  the 
advocates  of  this  I»w  had  koownof  the  existence 
of  the  British  orders,  we  should  surely  have  heard 
of  them  OD  this  floor,  if  they  had  been  known  to 
the  Piesideat,  his  knowledge,  in  some  form  or 
shape,  would  have  found  its  way  within  ibese 
wails. 

.  The  object  then  of  thia  measure  was  not  pre- 
cautionary, so  far  as  it  respects  aoylhing  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  British  Orders  in  CQuncil. 
And  as  to  the  decrees  of  France,  nothing,  as  I 
have  before  suggested,  very,  serious,  was  to  be 
feared  fiom  them.  So  long  as  England  with  ber 
navv  WHS  at  war  with  France,  it  certainly  would 
not  have  been  tboughi  necessary  to  lay  a  general 
embargo  as  a  precautionary  measure  against  the 
deciees.ef  the  latter,  whatever  migbibe  considered 
prudent  in  case  a  permanent  peace  should  lake 
place  between  these  nations — an  event  which 
will  happen  when — and  not  before — the  mille- 
nium  shall  commence.  As  to  any  eipeclation  of 
coercing  to  terms  by  the  embargo,  those  two  great 
belligereot  Powers,  or  either  of  them,  who  have 
so  long  maintained  the  balance  of  power  among 
all  the  Powers  of  the  earth,  the  expectation  never 
could  have  been  entertained  by  aoy  rational  man. 
No,  sir,  ihe  real  object  wa|i  neither  ptecaoiion  nor 
coercioo,  in  my  belief,  h  was  to  destroy  ouc 
active  commerce — to  form  this  country  into  a 
China. 

Again,  sir,  if  the  measure  was  intended  solely 
as  a  precautionary  measure,  why  make  it  perma- 
nent 1  Why  not  atempoiary  embargo  upon  your 
ships  and  vess-U  1  An  honorable  geoileman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Mdhford,]  1  very  well  recollect, 
moved  an  amendment  so  iliat  the  ^sw  should  be 
temporary  and. not    perpetual.    He  moveJ  an 
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araendmpQt  so  as  la  limit  the  embargo  to  sixty' 
days,  But  bin  amendment  was  lost.  Noibihg 
but  a  Keneral  and  perpetual  embargo  would  do. 

I  ask  again,  sir,  it'  "  the  act  was  a  measure  of 
precaution  ouly,  called  for  by  ihr  occasion,"  why 
make  the  law  perpetual,  instead  of  temporary  7  If 
it  was  "strictly  a  measure  of  precaution,  required 
by  tbe  dangeiti  ineideot  to  external  commerce," 
why  was  not  tbe  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Yorb(Mr.MnMroBD)'adaptedT 

As  further  evidence,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  tbe  em- 
bargo, was  intended  as  a  permanent  measure — a 
measure  to  destroy  commerce — I  will  refer  you 
to  the  answer  of  the  President  of  the  U-aited 
States,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  New 
Hampshire.  Willi  your  leaTe,sir,  I  will  read  an 
extract  from  this  answer,  speaking  of  tbe  embargo; 
"It  gare  us  time  to  make  a  last  appeal  to  the 
'  reason  and  reputation  of  nations.  In  the  meau- 
"^ while,  I  see  with  satisfaction  that  this  mea- 
'  sure  of  self-denial  is  approved  and  supported  hy 
'  the  great  body  of  real  citizens;  that  they  meet 
'  witti  cheerfulness  the  temporary  privatioos  it 
'  occasions,  and  are  preparing  with  spirit  <o  pro- 
'  vide  for  ihemseWes  those  comforts  and  coove- 
'niences  of  life,  for  which  it  would  be  unwise  ever 
'  more  to  resort  to  distant  countries." 

Now,  sir.  this  can  be  untie rstood  bnl  one  way. 
It  admits  of  DO  comment.  It  speaks  for  itself.  "  I 
■ee  with  gatiaraciioa"  thai  "the  ^real  body  of 
'  real  citizens  ate  preparing  with  spirit  to  provide 
'  for  ihemselTes  those  comforts  and  conreoiences 
<  of  life,  for  which  it  would  be  unwise  erer  more 
'  to  resort  to  disiaol  countries." 

But,  Mr  Speaker,  the  persisting  still  in  Ibis  sys- 
tem, and  we  perceive  by  the  President's  Message 
at  the  commencement  of  tbe  present  session  of 
Congress  that  he  does  persist  in  it,  is  enough  of 
itself  to  convince  me  that  the  dbject  is  the  anni- 
hilation of  your  commerce.  Yes,  sir,  if  is  con- 
closive  and  irresistible  evidence  to  ray  raind. 

There  never  was  before,  sir,  a  general  and  per- 
petual embargo  laid  in  any  country  from  the  be- 
ginning of  tbe  world.  Tnere  was  never  an  em- 
bargo before:,  general  or  special,  perpetual  or  tem- 
Eorary,  continned  for  the  length  of  time  our  own 
as  been  continued.  It  ia  almost  a  year  sinoe  the 
lawimposing thisembargo  wasenacted.  And,  sir. 
It  is  not  to  be  repealed.  The  system  is  to  be  per- 
sisted in.  It  is  to  be  executed  more  vigorously. 
Sir,  can  any  person  doubt  of  its  object  T 

However,  Mr  Speaker,  commerce  in  this  coun- 
try cannot  be  destroyed  by  human  laws,  No,sir, 
tbe  commerce  of  this  country  cannot  be  annihi- 
lated by  your  embargo  laws.  These  laws  will  be 
evaded;  they  will  be  violated  j  they  are  in  dero- 
gation of  the  common  and  national  rigliis  of  the 
citizens.  The  suspension  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation is  so  at  variance  with  all  the  feelings,  the 
customs  and  habits  and  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  Northern  States,  that  they  will  evade,  they 
will  hazard  the  peoalties,  and  violate  your  laws 
suspending  the  means  of  tbeir  existence.  They 
will  consider  that  to  do  ii  is  no  mahtm  in  se,  but 
toerely  malum  prohibilitm.  It  is  time  to  apeak 
oat}  thote  laws  caOnot  bt  petmanently  enforced. 


I  will  not  say  as  my  honorable  colleague,  who 
sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Q,uikct,)  has  said,  however 
true  I  believe  it  to  be,  I  will  not  say,  that  you  pay 
as  well  enact  and  execute  laws  to  control  and 
counteract  the  laws  of  natiire,  to  control  the  ele- 
ments of  Heaven.  That  you  may  as  well  make 
and  enforce  laws  to  preveat  the  flowing  of  the 
water,  the  circulation  of  the  air,  &e.  But  ibi»  I 
will  say,  sir,  that  you  may  as  well,  by  your  laws, 
induce  the  pmple  of  New  England  to  abandon 
forever  their  springs  and  tbeir  wells  as  to  abandon 
forever  the  ocean,  YoU  may  as  well  attempt  l6 
deprive  them  of  the  use  of  their  fresh  as  of  iheir 
salt  waters.  They  have  been  as  Jobs  and  as  con- 
stantly in  the  use  of  the  latter  as  of  the  former. 
Yes,  sir,  you  mby  rely  upon  it,  you  may  as  well 
coerce  by  law  the  people  of  New  England  to 
abandon  permaneotly  the  useof  their  sprioga'and 
their  wells  in  thtir  ordinary  culinary  concerDs,  aa 
to  coerce  them  by  law  permaoently  to  abandoa 
the  use  of  the  ocean.  Why,  sir,  they  have  been 
(Soostanlly  in  theu^e  of  this  common  end  national 
privilege  ever  aince  their  aseestorii  landed  on  the 
shores  of  Plymouth.  The'  ancestors  of  the  peo- 
ple of  New  England  early  em  ployed  themselvec 
m  fishing,  and  transpotled  their  Gab,  with  their 
lumber,  to  the  West  Indieis  which  were  settled 
before  that  country,  and  there  exchanged  them 
for  the  "  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life." — 
Their  posterity  has  ever  since  been  eitendiag 
tbeir  commerce,  "it  has  grown  with  their srowth 
and  strengthened  with  their  strength."  No,  sir, 
they  cannot — they  will  not  give  it  up. 

But  it  is  saidj  sir,  to  give  up  this  embargo  sys- 
tem, is  submission — disgraceful  submission. 

The  whole  state  of  our  foreign  relations  seems 
to  be  brought  by  your  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  respects  those  relation* 
to  a  sort  of  triptebranch  alternative — submissioo, 
embargo,  or  war  willi  both  nations.  As  to  war 
with  both  nations  at  the  same  time,  while  those 
nations  are  engaged  in  an  inveterate  and  deadljr 
war  with  each  other — this  has  been  set  in  Its 
proper  ridiculouB  point  of  light  by  other  gentle- 
men.  1  shall  aay  nothing  about  it.  Its  total  im- 
practicabilityhaa  been  sufficiently  illnstrated. 

But  fot  iny  life,  I  cannot  distinguish  between 
the  embargo  and  submission.  'I  cannot  see  bow 
gentlemen  conjure  iviih  the  embargo  so  aa  to 
make  it  other  than  submission. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  spoke  early  on 
this  subject,  (Mr.  ClopTon,)  observed,  that  to  na»- 
ijrate  the  ocean  and  pursue  ourcommereeaspoiat- 
ed  out  by  the  belligerent  nations,  in  their  orders 
and  decrees,' would  unquestionably  be  submission 
abject  submission  ;  but  to  relinqnisb  navigation, 
and  to  give  up  entirety  our  eomme^ce,  in  conae* 
qilenee  of  these  orders  and  decrees,  is  no  submis- 
sion at  all.  NgW,  sir.  I  do  not  understand  this. 
My  neighbor  orders  me  to  build  and  repair  the 
fences  aroand  my  farm  in  a  eertain  way;  in  some 
places,  he  directs  me  to  erect  walls,  in  others,  to 
make  what  we  in  our  country  call  Virginia  fence. 
Healso  preecribes  in  what  mannerlshall  till  and 
cultivate  my  farm,  and  with  what  seeds  I  shall 
sow  and  plant  it.    Now,  accordtng  to  this  gentle- 
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miD  from  YirfpniR,  if  I  follow  the  ordeis  and  the 
direclioDsof  mf  oeighbof,  it  19  submission;  but  if, 
JD  conseqnenceof  hisinterfereQcein  mf  concerns, 
bf  hiscomnMndaand  direeiion.i,  I  repair  and  build 
no  fences  at  all  around  mf  farm  and  forbear  to  pnl 
anr  seeds  iiito  my<ground  or  to  till  or  .cultivate 
my  farm  in  an;  wa; — if  iti  consequence  of  his 
orders  I  peiiDit  my'fa^m  togointo  decay  and  my 
landsloliefallDffBndcoiHRloD — if,  iodeed,  1  aban- 
don my  farm  altogether  with  all  its  pi'ofiis,  this 
forsooth  ii  no  submission  ! 

Assin,  Mr.  Speaker,  i^bat  ia  the  subject-matter 
oralToui'controrecsy,  with  FraDcea.ibdEDgla[id1 
Surely  it  will  be  agreed,  that  the  subject-matter 
of  all  our  difficulties  with  these  qations  relates  to 
our  rights  to  navigate  the  acefto  and  carry  on  our 
commerce.  They  say  the  ocean  must  tie  navi- 
gated by  us  under  certain  restraints,  and  that  oar 
commerce  must  be  managed  under  certain  lioii- 
taiiona  and  conditions.  We  say  these  limitations 
and  restraints  are  contrary  to  the  laws  and  usages 
of  nations.  All  agree,  m  least  in  their  speeches 
on  this  floor,  tbat  the  use  of  iba  ocean,  that  our 
conimerce,iBof  the  utoMtst  importance  to  us — that 
onr  seaifien  are.  employed  by  it,  fed  they  and  their 
{kmiliesare  by  il,fed  and  clothed  and  made  happy; 
that  our  citizens  are  enriched  ^nJ  our  natiooal 
exchequer  caused  to  overflow.  Now,  sir,  what 
can  WB  do  1  Why,  sir,  by  our  embargo  laws,  we 
abandon  the  ocean  and  give  up  our  commerce,  and 
still  talk  about  embargo  or  submission.  By  the 
embargo  we  submit  to  yield  up  all  our  rights  on 
the  ocean,  aodsii^l  present  to  the  naiion  the  al- 
irrnaliTe  of  embargo  or  submissioD.  In  conse- 
quence oflhe  Britieh  otdbrs  and  French  decrees, 
we  absndonall  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  every- 
thing in  dispute,  and  in  ibe  same  breath  we  say — 
we  Tote^— we  gravely  and  solemnly  resolve,  we 
cannot,  nithoni  a  sacrifice  of  our  rights,  our  hon- 
or, and  our  independence,  submit  to  these  same 
orders  and  decrees. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  genllemen  aisk  us  for  a  sub- 
stitaie.  They  inquire  what  measure  is  to  be 
adopted.  If  the  embargo  is  to  be  given  up.  Why, 
rir,  Itbtnk  we  qre  on  sure  ground  as  to  that. 
There  is  no  hazard.    The  country  cannot  be 

■  wone  situation  than  it  now  is,  borne  down  a: 
groaning  under  the  present  system.  We  are,  s 
commiitiiT^  a  national  suicide. 

To  inquire  for  a  substitute,  is  like  a  man  in  t 
reiy  act  of  committing  suicide  asking  in  what 
other  way  he  shall  praserve  his  life.     Yes,  sir,  like 

■  man  in  the  very  act  of  cutting  his  own  throat, 
QpoD  being  solicited  to  desist,  inquiring  in  what 
manner  than  by  cattinghis  throat  he  can  save  hi 
life. 

I  have  done,  Mr.  Speaker.  As  I  am  convinced 
that  yourembargt)  has  not  answered  and  wil 

aay  of  ine  avowed  purposes  of  its  adyo- 


I  it  oppresses 
9  object,  in  faqt,  is 
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destroy  our  own  active 
e  it  is  inSuilely  greatei 
and  more  disgraceful  sabmission,  than  to  repeal 
it,  I  hope  most  earnestly  it  will  be  repealed. 

Mr,  Lit^RuoHB  followed  in  opposition  lo  ibe 
lesQluiion,  in  a  speech  of  about  ao  bour 


Boyn  spoke  in  s'upport  of  it,  for  about  twen- 

'  Mr.  Tatloh  followed,  on  the  same  side,  in  a 
speech. of  about  au  hour. 

Mr.  Co(iK  spoke  B  few  minutes,  in  explanation 
of  his  former  reroarks. 

A  motion  vras  made  to  adjourn,  and  negatived 
—54  to  49. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  he  wished  to  deliver  his 
seoiiments  on  this  important  subject,  and  did  not 
wisii  to  commence  at  this  late  hour ;  and  renew- 
ed the  motion  to  adjourn;  which  was  carried — 
67,  to  51. 

Fkiiut,  December  18. 
Mr.  LEWta,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  hill  snpplemeniary 
lo  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  charter 
of  Aleiaodria ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  o(  the  Whole  on  Monday 

Mr.  JoijH  MoNTQOMEHY,  from  the  bommitiee 
appointed,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  "  t^  inquire  if  any^ 
and  what,  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to 
Captain  Pike,  and  his  companions,  for  their  ser- 
vices in  exploring  the  Mississippi  river,  in  their 
lale  expedition  lo  the  sources  of  the  0^iage,  Ar- 
kansas, and  La  Platte  livers,  together  with  their 
tour  through  New  Spaja.made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  referred  loaCommitteeof  the  Whole 
on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  John  Montoomeby.  from  the  same  com- 
mittee^ presented  a  bill  maiinc  compensation  to 
Captain  Zcbulon  M.  Pike  and  bis  companions  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committee  to  the 
Cutiimiiiee  of  the  Whole  laM  appointed. 

The  SpbakIer  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing his  report,  and  sundry  siatements  marked  A, 
B,  C,  and  D,  prepared  in  pursoauc^  of  the  "Act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department ;"  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  two  thousand  copies  of  the  report,  and  three 
hundred  copies  of  the  letter  and  staieuients  ac- 
companying the  same,  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Thohab  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Ebox  county,  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
lory,  in  opposition  to  the  prayer  of  pelitiona  of 
Ihe  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Randolph  and 
St.  Clair,  presented  on  the  6ih  of  April  last,  for  a 
division  of  the  said  Territory  itito  two  separate 
governments. — Referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, the  13ib  instant,  on  the  expediency  of 
(Irviding  the  Indiana  Territory. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  QARDEidtBB,  tbat 
,  when  this  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Monday  next;  the  question  was  taken  there- 
upoD,  and  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  43,  nays 
58,  as  follows : 

Y>is— Evan  Aliiander,  WiUUm  W.  Bibh,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
William  Efy,  John  W.  Eppes,  Bareol  Gsrdenier,  Fran- 
cis Gardner.  James  M.  Gametl,  WiAiam  Hag^i,  Dand 
Hoknes,  Richatd  Jaekxa,  RobMt  Jenkins,  Waller 
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Jonei,  Jamea  Kellj,  Phtlip  B.  Kgjf,  WilliuD  Kirkpat- 
rick,  Joseph  Leiru,  Jr.,  Bdwsnl  8t.  Loe  LiTermore, 
EUwud  Llo;d,KabBrt  Maiioa,  WillUm  Milnoi,  ThM. 
NawLon,  Timolhy  Pilkin,  Jr.,  Joaialf  Qiuncy,  John 
lUiulolph,  Jacob  Ridiardi,  BBnjainiii  Say,  iticbard 
Stanford,  William  Htedman,  Leivii  B.  Sturgea,  Samuei 
Taggarl,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham, 
Philip  Van  CortlanUt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K. 
Van  Remaalaor,  David  K.  William.,  Alexander  Wil- 
son, Nalhan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

N^Ts^Lemuel  J.  AI«toif,  David  Bard,  Joa«ph  Bar- 
ker, WiUiam  Blackledge,  Jobn  Biake,  jr^  Thomaii 
Bio  ant,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wittiam  A.  Bur- 
veil,  William  Butler,  Jueph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  John  Ctitpeper,  Richard  Cutta,  John 
DairBOn,  Jo«ph  Deaha,  Jamea  Fiik,  Maahaetc  Frank- 
lin, Ednin  Graj,  laaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harria,  John 
Heiatei,  William  Hetma,  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Daniel  Ililej,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  John 
Lambert,  Jobo  Love,  Wm.  McCreery,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomeij,  Jun.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholu  R.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelaon,  Tbomaa  NewboliI,  John  Portar,  John 
Rea  of  PenniyWaniB,  John  Rhea  of  TrnneMee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Ssmual  Riker,  John  Russel,  Lemuel 
Bawyar,  Ebenezcr  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jamei  Sloan, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Bmiiie,  Jedediab  K.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Clement  Storer,  Pctei  Bwart, 
Jene  Wharton,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Tbe  HoDse  resumed  ihe  consideration  of  the 
second  reaotuiion  reported  from  the  Comtntttee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  ibe  l^^t  inslant,  which  was  depend- 
iDB  yesterday  at  tbe  lirae  of  a'djou rumen t. 

Mr.  Newton  supported  the  resolution  and  the 
report  generally  in  a  speech  of  about  two  hours 
and  a  hsir;  when  the  House  adjourned. 

SiTDBDAy,  December  17. 

On  B  motion  made  by  Mr.  AlexarOer  Wit^ 
SON,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  until  Mon- 
day tDoroing,  11  o'clock,  the  question  was  taken 
thereupon,  and  passed  in  the  ne([Rtire--yeas  5, 
nays  39,  as  follows: 

Yii«— Abram  Trigg,  Philip  Van  Oortiandt,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Renswiaer,  and  Alex- 
ander Wilson. 

NiTB — Willis  Aliton,  jsn.,  JoMph  Barker,  William 
W.  Bibb,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Williun  Bntler,  Jiwuph 
Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  John  Cnlpaptr,  Jamea  Fiak, 
Meshack  FnuUin,  Francis  Gardner,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  William  Helma,  Daniel 
lUey,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lanibart,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
oon,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  Jen»- 
miah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Kogar  Nelson,  Thomas 
Nawbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jun.,  Josiah  Quiucy,  John 
Rhea  of  TenDesaae,  Jacob  Richards,  Ebeneier  Seavsr, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Clement  Storer,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadga,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Geo. 
M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  Aten,  and  Robert  Whitcbilt. 

It  having  appeared  by  the  foregoing  rote,  ibal 
■  quorum,  consistiug  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
Dumber  of  members,  was  not  present,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Van  CoarLAHOT,  that  the 
Spkakbr  be  reijuested  to  direct  the  Doorkeeper 
(o  send  for  absent  members,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  the  business  be- 
fore tbe  Uoosc;  anij  the  quaMioD'  being  taken 


thereopoD,  i(  pasted  in  tbe  BegaMre — yeas  9,  nays 
50,  as  follows: 

YsAS-^ohn  Daianport,.  jon.,  David  Holmaa,  Rob- 
ert Jenkins,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livarmore,  Philip  Van 
CorUandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KillUn  K.  Van  Renx 
salaer,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Riabard  Winn. 

Niis— WUiu  Alston,  jun.,  Joseph  Barker.  .William 
W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  Jun.,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  John 
Culpeper,  John  W.  Eppea,  WiUiam  Findiej,  Jamea 
Fisk,  Meshack  Frankim,  Francis  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholson.  Jun.,  Ednin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John 
Harris,  Reuben  Humpheja,  Daniel  llsley,  John  Lam- 
bert, Nathaniel  Macon,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomery, Jun.,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
'  '     Morrow,  Roger  Nelaon,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thoa. 


rer,  Samuel 'Shaw,  James  Sloan,  Jeda- 
diah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Clement  Storer,  Beoja- 
min  Tallmadge,  Jobn  Taylor,  JtOin  Thompaon,  Abram 
Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  Jamea  I.  Van  Alan,  Robert 
WbiiehiU,  Daiid  R.  Williams,  and  Nathan  Wil«n. 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  to  form  a  quo- 
rum hafin^  appeared,  and  taken  their  seaia  Id 
tbe  House,  Mr.  Lewis,  from  (he  Committee  for 
the  District  pf  Columbis,  presenied  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act.  entitled  "  An  act  aniboriztng 
the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the  rirer  Potomac, 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;"  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wiiole. 

A  message  from  the  Sedate  informed  tbeHovse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  emiited  **  Ad 
actio  provide  for  arming,  manning,  and  fillinfc 
out  for  immediate  service,  all  the  public  ships  of 
war,  vesaels,  and  gunboats,  of  the  United  Slate*;" 
to  Vhith   they   desire   the   concurrence   of  this 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Bdrwell  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  uaiuratization  throughout  the 
Uoited  Stales.  He  observed,  (hat  it  would  be 
recollected  that  he  had  suggested  a  raudlGcatioa 
in  this  bill,  hut  theconimiltee  had  not  been  able 
to  concur  in  opinion  on  the  !<ubject,  and  he  re- 
ported the  bill  in  the  same  form  as  it  was  proposed 
last  session,  intendihg  to  propose  bis  modlGcatioD 
in  Commiilee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  10  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  three  weeks. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SALT. 

Mr.  LiTERjioRE  said,  that  from  ibformation  re- 
ceived from  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 
it  appeared  that  the  article  of  salt,  so  essential  for 
public  support.  WHS  very  scarce,  and  had  risen  ia 
his  country  100  per  cent,  that  is,  to  two  dollar* 
per  bushel.  He  was,  therefore,  induced  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Remhed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  asd 
Mannfacturea  be  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  e(pa- 
dienej  of  permitting  certain  vesssla  to  depart  from  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Btatea  for  the  parpne 
of  importing  salt;  and  that  they  have  leaie  to  n^ort 
by  bill  or  of- — '— 
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The  Honse  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutioD — 
58  to  25. 

Mr.  Cdtts  said,  \\iai  be  observed  by  a  paper 
coDlaiaiDg  ibe  pries  current,  that  ibe  price  was 
but  6*.  6i.  per  bushel. 

Mr.  BacoN  said,  Ibat  as  this  waa  a  subject  oo 
which  an  lastaniaoeous  decision  shouid  not  be 
made,  he  shodld  iDore  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LivERMOHB  said  thai  the  price  of  ihia  arti- 
cle waa  rapidly  rising,  aad  it  was  extremely  de- 
tirous  that  vessels  should  be  permitted  to  go  to 
Turk's  island  for  the  purpose  of  briogiiig  in  salt. 

The  tQoiioo  that  it  lie  od  ibe  table  #as  car- 
ried— ayef  SI. .       ' 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

The  unfinished  busiDossof  yesterday  was  taken 
ap>-lhe  question  being  on  the  followiog  resolu- 

Remihtd,  That  it  ii  cipedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
Iha  adniuHaa  ialo  the  porta  of  the  United  Statea  of  ill 
pnUic  or  private  aimed  oi  unmrmad  abipa  or  veatds 
beloDgiag  to'Great  Britain  or  France,  or  to  any  other 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  having  in  Ibrco  oideri  or 
decTHa  lialating  the  lawful  comioeice  at)d  Dautnl 
right*  of  tha  Unil^  Stalasi  and  slu  the  importation 
of  any  goods,,  waras,  or  merchaudu^  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, pr  manufacture  of  the  dominions  of  any  of  the 
•■id  Poweri,  or  imported  from  any  place  in  the  posaei-, 
•ion  of  either. 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee  supported  the  lesolu- 
tioa  ia  a  speech  of  near  two  hours.    . 

Mr-  TasaaRT  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  not  being 
much  in  the  babii.oTHdilreiisiug  ihia  Mouse,  i  feel 
a  degree  of  diffidence  on  the  present  occajioQ.  But 
as  1  have  listened  with  pHtience  and  anention 
to  the  lengthy  discussion  which  has  la^ea  place, 
and  ai  the'  subject  itself  is  all-imporlanl,  embra- 
cing DOlhiog  less  than  the  dearest  interest  of  the 
nation, and  perhaps  invelviogin  its  consequeacei 
the  eiisieoce  of  our  indepeudence  itself,  I  shall 
make  no  apology  for  obtruding  some  observations 
on  the  House  even  at  tbis  late  tiiage  of  the  debate. 

As  1  Sod  that  gentleineo  have  not  .strictly  con- 
fined ibeinselves  to  the  positions  cuotBiQed  in  ihe 
resolutions  on  which  we  are  called  to  vole;  oor 
lo  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, on  which  these  resolutiooa  are  predicated ; 
but  have  extended  their  views  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  our  fbreiffo  relations,  I  shall  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Ijouiie,  while  I.  attempt  to  pursae 
the  same  course.  Indeed  it  seems  to  me  proper 
Ihat  the  debate  should  take  this  direction ;  for,  if 
1  underijiaod  the  reasoning  of  the  ,Cammuiee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  the  adoption  of  these  resolu- 

pr««ent  system,  now  in  operation ;  I  mean   the 
embargo. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  have  preceded  me,  have 
observed  that  they  did  nut  eater  oo  the  discus- 
*ioa  expecting  to  effect  any  alteiatiuo  in  the  sen- 
lioienit  of  a  single  individual  in  the  Honse;  in- 
timating, as  I  understood  them,  that  the  discus- 
sion was  rather  designed  fur>  the  public  than  for 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  this  laic  hour 
of  the  debate,  and  after  the  luoglhy  and  brilliant 
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display  both  of  eloquence  and  argument,  which 
^has  been  made, and  which  has,  probably, had  but 
little  effect  ia  alieriag  opiiiioos  already  formed, 
it  would  be  a  piece  of  vaoily  which  I  shunld  not 
wish  to  possess,  should  I  address  you  with  any 
such  expectation.  But  as  I  shall  probably  record 
my  na^e  io  a  small  miaorily,  oo  the  several  ques- 
tions which  .will  be  taken,  and  as  that  puitioa  of 
the  community  which  I  repiei^enl  has  the  same 
slake  at  issue  with  their  1^1  low-citizens  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  piesenl  queslioo,  some  eipknalion 
of  the  reasons, of  my  conduct  may  be  due  (o 

While  I  express  my  dissent,  in  toto,  from  the 
course  which  has  beeo  pursued,  and  which  it  slill 
appears  to  be  the  deieiminaiion  to  follow,  and 
enter  my  solemn  protest  agsiost  alt  respouMbility 
for  the  consequences,'!  shall  probably  decline 
the  call  often  made  upon  the  minority,  by  mem- 
bers io  the  majority,  to  submit  resoluiious,  propo- 
sitions, or  measures,  which  io  our  opinions  ought 
to  be  pursued  in  preference  lo  the  presenl.  It 
must  be  familiar  to  the  recollection  of  gentlemen 
that  during  the  lai^t  sessionof  Congress,  when  the 
subject  of. the  embargo  was  trader  consideration, 
propositions  submitted  by  the  minority  were  uni> 
fotmly  refosed  so  much  as  a  consideration  by  the 
House.  This  gives  but  poor  encouragement  for 
the  submisiiton  of  any  propositions  at  present. 

I  shall  not  lake  up  ^he  lime  of  the  House  by  en- 
tering into  an  historical  detail  of  (he  wrongs  and 
injuries  we  have  received  from  the  different  bel- 
ligerents, from  lime  to  time.  TJiis  has  been  re- 
peatedly done  in  the  course  of  ihe  debate.  The 
injuries,particularlyofoae  of  the  belligerents,  have 
been  descanted  upuo  with  all  the  glow  of  the 
most  ImpaMioaed  eloqueoce,  and  the  whole  cata- 
logue of  the  aggressions  of  many  years  have 
been  collected  into  a  focus,  for  the  present  occa- 
sion.. We  have  not  only  bad  the  full  catalogue 
of  aciual  wrongs  enumerated,  but  to  these  have 
been  added  a  great  numbec  of  intentional  injuries, 
and  we  have  ventured  to  penetrate  into  her  views 
and  motives,  not  only  in  what  she  has  actually 
done,  but  in  what,  it  has  been  discovered  some 
how  or  other,  that  she  intended  to  do.  The  io- 
a  of  the  other  Power  have  been  commen- 
ted upon  more  briefly,  but  some  pretty  sitoog 
lines  of  the  picture  have  been  exhibited  to  view. 
Could  we  by  the  aid  of  a  magical  wand,  or  ia 
some  other  way,  transport  the  rulers  pf  Great 
Britain  into  our  galleries,  Lo  hear  our  debates,  in 
which  they  miglii  have  all  their  political  sjos 
brought  to  their  remembrance,  possibly  it  might 
bring  them  lo  repentance,  and  we  might  see  the  end 
of  our  difficulties'.  Could  Bonaparte,  and  a  few  of 
hisPrtnces.Dukes,andMinistersofSiate,  bemade 
of  the  party,  it  might  be  worth  fvhiLe  to  fill  up  the 
strong  DUllines  which  have  been  given,  wiih  the 

Eropet  coloring,  if  any  hope  existed  that  it  might 
ave  a  similar  etfecl.  But  all  this  would  have 
but  liiile  lo  io  with  the  di^eu^slon  of  the  subject 
now  before  the  House.  The  inquiry  now  is,  ool 
what  tojuries  we  hav«  feceived  Irom  one  or  both 
the  bclligereots..frbm  time  to  time,  but  what  niea- 
snres  ate  proper  for  us  to  adopt  iq  ilte  present  cri- 
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nis,  in  order  to  secure  oor  libpriies  and  indfpen- 
dence,  and  guard  our  mariiinte  and  comnierciHl: 
TJgtii!!,  B^sinai  ihe  preseni  aod  future  encruaeh- 

Nor  bhall  I  inquire,  wilh  mpraphynical  nicely, 
which  of  the  bflligereots  liave  dune  us  ihe  great- 
Mi  injury,  or  whos»  conduct  has  been  ihemosiout- 
lagFOUs — that  of  Great  Britain,  in  throwinf^such 
o1>siacle!<in  the  ffafofour trade CuFraDce ami  those 
European  nations  which  ere  in  ailinncn  wilfa  her, 
by  her  Orders  in  Council,  as,  taken  in  connes- 
ion  wilh  the  French  decrees,  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibitioD  of  all  trade  lo  that  pari  ol'  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  which  is  tinder  her  eonirol,  while 
the  colonies  are  left  open ;  or  thai  of  France,  who 
inierdicis  all  commerce  with  Great  Britain  and 


■poken  tu  by  a  British  cruiser,  lo  be  a  ^oud  prize, 
and  iha  5hip  dpnaiionalized;  and  in  the  execution 
of  her  decrees,  takes,  sequesters ,  and  conGseares 
our  vessels  and  cargoes,  or  scniiies  and  buTni*  ihem 
on  the  high  seas.     I  think  it  must  be  allowed  that 
thereisasbadeof  diflVreDce,al  least  in  ihemanDer 
in  which  the  I  wo  noiionsenecuie  their  syslera*  of 
aggressions.     Oreai  Btilain  i:>,  1  heljcve.  not  in  [I- 
habit  of  confiscBiing  vessels  under  her  Orders  i 
Council ;  at  least.  I  have  heard  of  but  few  con 
plaiotson  liialfitibjecl.     Nor  will  it  be  necesxai 
10  inquire  which  of  the  belligerents  has  dune  t 
the  most  actual  harm.     It  i.s  readily  granied  thi 
Great  Biiiain,  on  aecounl  of  her  maritime  sopei 
ority  isca[i»ljleof  doin?  t»  ihe  most  injury  in  that 
pan  in  which  we  are  the  most  vulnerable.     I  am 
however  far  from  submiiiing  lo  ihe  accuracy  of 
the  calculation  of  gentlemen  who  tell  us  of  ihe 
■ImosL  eouniless  millions  she  would  put  into  her* 
own  cuff,  rs,  ns  a  lax  upon    the   industry  of  the 
United  Stale',  in  cnn^iequence  of  her  Orders  of 
Council.     These  ralculmions  are  bollomed  upon 
the  BUpposiiion,  thai  rales,  as  exienslvely  hs  for- 
merly, tntghl  be  made  on  the  coolinent  ofEurope, 
af^er  paying-  the  lax  or  tribute  imposed   by  ibe 
orders,    Bulislhisihe  fact?     Ibeiievenot.    Inde- 
pendent of  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  French  de- 

inerce  to  France  and  her  dependencies ;  for  what 
prudeni  merchant  would  send  a  cargri  lu  Frvnce, 
and  what  insurance  company  woulc)  underwrite 
one,  lidble  to  confiscation  on  all  the  arbitrary, cap- 
tious constructions  of  these  dt'crees.  and  subject 
to  all  the  veiaiious  pioceediotcs  under  them? 
Theaedecrees,  ait  fort  ifird  by  the  Order,  in  Coun- 
cil, amouni  rather  to  a  prohiKiiion  of  this  eotn- 
nierce,  than  a  tax  ution  i'.  A  ifenileman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr!  WiLUANsyasbed  the  ques- 
tion some  days  since  of  a  gentleman  from  Rh'ide 
li-land,  (Mr.  R.  JiicxaoN,)  at  what  rate  of  premi- 
ums a  vessel  could  now  he  insured  lo  France,  sub- 
ject lo  the  ri>k  cf  the  British  Ordera  in  Cuuncil. 
Meaning,  aa  I  supposed,  to  convev  this  idea,  thai 
the  whole  risk  wa^  owing  lu  the  Orders  in  Coun 
oil.  But,  if  it  can  be  a-cerlained  what  the  rate  of 
insufi  nee  would  he  if  the  orders  should  be  re- 
pealed, while  the  oiderM  continued  in  furce,  only 
betneeit  (bat  Bud  the  present  raiv,  whatever  it 


may  be,- would  be  justly  chargeable  to  the  Orders 
ivGouncil.  But  Great  Britain  imposes  a  lax  or 
tribute  on  CBTgoea  coming  from  Pranceand  her  de- 
pendencies, and  bound  loihe  United  States.  Ad' 
niitted;  but  few  or  no  vessels  can  enter  during 
the  continuance  of  the  preseni  system:  certainly 
few  will  come  out.  Consequently  no  Ereal  KUms 
could  come  into  the  British  coffers.  Bttt  in  cer- 
tain cases  We  are  perroiited  lo  burn  our  property. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  this  fact,  only  what  is 
obtained  from  slBtemeDls  on  this  floor.  Adntt- 
ting  it  lo  be  correct,  it  certainly  must  be  miieb 
worae  than  any  of  the  proceedings  of  France. 
The  one  gives  us  the  trouble  and  paioof  burDiBg  ' 
our  own  properly;  iheoiher,  in  her  superior  kino- 
ness,  lakes  iliat  trouble  off  our  bknds,  and  kinilly 


burn 


self. 


l^hall  also  waive,  a*  foreign  lo  the  preaeni 
discussion,  any  inquiry  whether  our  Admmistn- 
lioD  ha.s  or  has. not  discovered  any  undu« partial- 
ities fur  or  against  either  of  thebelligerenia,eoii- 
li-ary  to  that  rigid  impartiality  toward*  nalioni 
at  war,  which  is  the  true  policy  of  neuirala. 
Much  lias  been  said  abont  a  French  party  and  a 
British  party  in  America.  I  would  fondly  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  we  all  belong  to  an  Ameri- 
Ciin'pariy;  for  whatever  may  be  onr  party  bick- 
eriocs  at  home,  I  think  we  can,  at  present,  have 
but  few  motives  lo  aiiach  us  lo  the  conduct  of 
viiher  nation,  as  it  respecia '  us.  As  it  respects 
■  he  cause  for  which  ihe  inro  nations  are  cooiend- 
ing  wilh  each  other,  there  may  ha  an  faooest 
prerert'iice.  But  a  man  who  would  cherish  aa 
aiiacbmeni  lu  any  fureign  nation,  to  the  prej4- 
dioe  of  his  own  country,  is  one  with  wnom  I 
have  no  fi'llow^hip  ;  and  [  would  be  loth  to  im- 
pute such  a  predilection  to  anygealleman  of  ibia 
House.  But  as  ibeae  ihmgs  do  not  bear  particu- 
larly on  our  present  subjeci,  and  would  lead  to  ■ 
wide  Add  of  unproGtable  discuaijoor,  I  shall  leare 

My  remalninc  dbaeVvations  shall  be  direcieil  (o 
the  syiiem  which  has  been  ndonled  with  a  view 
10  exiricateus  out  of  the  difficulties  in  which  we 
have  been  involved,  by  the  clashing  inleresU  of 
the  difierent  belligerenis.  As  a  permanent  part 
of  the  system,  we  are  slflred  in  front  wilh  the 
eniharso.  I  wilt  not  call  it  Mfrulrum  horren- 
dum.  informe,  ingau,  cui  lumen  ademp/wn  ;  1 
will  calfii  by  iis  own  proper  name — Embargo — 
that  all-powerful  engine  of  bloodless  war,  »s  it 
has  been  called,  whicn  was  to  coerce  the  nalioD* 
of  Europe  into  an  acquiescence  in  onr  demands. 
This  embargo  we  are  now  loid  is  almost  forgot- 
len  in  Europe,  at  least  all  atiention  to  it  is  laid 
10  be  nb'<nrl]ed  by  ihe  superior  glare  of  pacing 
events.  Bui,  my  word  for  it,  half  k  ceuiury 
will  nol  uhliierate  the  remembrance  of  it  in 
America.  Ii  is  irue,  none  of  the  resoluiioOB  pro- 
posfd  by  the  committee,  nt  the  close  of  their  re- 
pdrl,  maiieB  express  mention  of  ihe  existing  em- 
bargo. But,  in  rhe  reasoning  of  the  committee, 
this  is  mentioned  a<>oae  of  the  eviU  out  of  which 
we  have  tu  make  a  choice ;  for  it  seems,  vre  have 
only  a  choice  of  evils,  and  the  resulution*  seem 
to  de  iniendetl  furiher'to  fonify  the  meaaare. 
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After  tlie  lenEritir  diseatajons  irbiclr  hsve  already 
takrn  place,  ilwitl  be  alrDoat  irnpoRstblp,  in  di- 
rceiia^  mjr  obierralioDs  lo'lhii  cuhjcct,  to  avoid 
fppeaiing  noine  observnticms  already  adraneed. 
H«re  I  miist  claim  tbp  indalfence  granted  to 
oihen. 

Id  adverting  to  ihe  nabject  of  ihe  embarjio,  I 
shall  conaidfr  il— Is).  In  resppct  to  its  conxtilu- 
tiooaliif )  Sd.  Id  respect  to.  iur  expediency  and 
Dlililjr,  or  ibe  probability  of  iis  producing  upon 
foreifiD  DalioDi  any  of  the  coercive  tffeeu  coo- 
tem  plated. 

At  it  respects  the  constitutionality  of  the  em- 
bsrga,  1  am  leiisible  that  1  tread  on  verr  tender, 
delicate  |[roiiDd.'  1  shall,  thererore,  enaeavor  lo 
step  over  il  ligbtlv.  I  am  sensible  that  I  ihall  be 
met  ia  the  threthotd  with  the  opioiona  of  our 
courts  of  law,  some  of  which  have  decidwl  the 
embargo  to  be  Consiiiuiionsl.  I  have  a  high 
veneration  for  judicial  decisions,  and  am  always 
disposed  to  bow  before  them  with  becoming  rev- 
erence.' Perhaps  a  perusal  of  tlie  reawninqson 
whith  these  deaisioos  were  founded,  would  re- 
move  my  ohjeelions.  But  nevei"  having  had  ihal 
opImrlUDity,  and  boowing  that  such  decisions  are 
Dot  always  infallible,  for  ihla  (ilain  reason,  that 
they  Dfienlimes  eliKh  with  each  other ;  knowing 
also,  that  such  deciEiioas,  even  wiih  regard  to 
your  embar^  laws,  are  not  always  relied  on  as 
the  true  cuostruclion,  bot  a  different  cause  hps 
beeo  ailopled  for  carrying  (heir  provisions  into 
ezeculion;  I  hbpe  I  Khali  be  fierraitted  lo  ex- 
press ray  doahti  of  ifae  consiitutionaliiv  of  a  law 
imposing  a  permanent  embargo.  In  what  clause 
of  the  Constiiulion  ia  this  delegation  of  auch  a 
power  to  the  Cungress  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  either 
ezpresard  or  implied  1  Here  it  will  be  perhaps 
oeeeaiary  lo  beg  pardon  of  some  gentlemen  for 
using  ihn  ff^m  "permaitent  embargo."  But  I 
caonot  retract  il.  I  know  ihal  several  gentle- 
men  who  voted  iq  favor  of  the  law,  bare  de- 
elaird.  on  the  floor  of  ihia  House,  that  ihey  had 
no  idea  of  an  embargo  as  a  permanent  miusure. 
So  far  as  it  renpecls  their  own  iuteniions,  I  am 
bound  to  give  full  faith  and  credit  Co  (be  declira 
lioDs  of  gentlemea.  But  supposing  thai  every 
mtntbcr  of  ibe  Houxe  was  lO  express  individually 
on  the  floor  that  such  waa  hia  intentions,  would 
Ihaiatter  the  nniure  of  th«  law?  I  believe  not. 
I  have  very  liiile  aeqaainlanee  with  the  modes 
of  procedure  in  courts  of  justice;  therefore  I  hope 
that,  in  what.  I  am  about  to  Mate,  profeffiionii] 
men  will  set  me  right,  if  I  am  incorrect.  But  I 
lake  it  to  be  a  maxim  of  jurisprudence  that,  in 
the  deetsion  of  impfiriant  causcN,  resort  mu;tt  be 
had  tu  the  best  evidence  the  nature  of  [he  case 
admits.  An  affidavit  is  cnnsidered  a>  an  inferior 
kind  of  evidence  to  that  of  a  witness  examined 
in  open  court.  There  are. many  cB<es  in  which 
affidavits  cannot  beadmiiie'd.  particularly  in  crim 
inat  cases,  where  life  ot  limb  is  at  hazard.  But  the 
evidence  of  a  aolemn,  public,  regularly  oulben~ 
tieated  record,  is  superior  to  parole  testimony, 
and  eaonot  be  shaken  by  it,  because  it  is  a  higher 
and  more  conclusive  kind  of  evidence.  Among 
all  jtuUic  records,  aooe  can  claim  a  higher  au- 


thority (ban  the  statute  book  of  the  United  Slates. 
Appealing  thus  to  your  siatule  book,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, as  to  evidence  of  the  highest  kind,  and  find- 
ing no  clause  in  the  law  itself  which  indicates 
Ihal  it  will  expire  by  iia  own  limitation,  as  is  the 
case  of  lemporery  laws,  I  ihink  1  am  authorized 
10  detlominaie  il  a  permanent  embargo.  Bv  this 
I  do  not  mean  ihai  it  is  irrepnlable,  or  like  the 
laws  of  the  Medesand  Persians  which  aller  not. 
The  repeal  of  it,  however,  is  not  within  the  con- 
trol of  this  House,'evM  although  an  uoanimooa 
vote  should  be  in  favor  of  the  measure,  a>id  Ihe 
circumstance  may  occur  that  it  cailnot  be  re- 
pealed by  both  branches,  wiihoDl  the  concur- 
rence of  two  thirds  of  each  ia  favor  of  the 
measure. 

In  ihe  eighth  section  of  the  Brst  article  of  the 
Constitution,  power  is  ^'iveo  lo  Congress  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  with  foreign  nations,  between 
the  several  Stales',  and  with  the  Indian  iribes.  In 
Ihe  ninth  section  of  Ihe  same  article,  Caogrcss  is 
expressly  prohibited  from  laying  a  duty  or  tax 
upon  the  exports  of  any  Slate.  And  in  ibe  tenth 
amendment  to  that  instrument,  which  has  been 
ratified  by  the  several  Staiex  so  at  to  become 
part  of  the  Coosiiiuiion,  we  'find  it  staled,  that 
the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  Slates  by 
Ihi;  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  bfil  totheSlatea, 
are  reserved  by  it,  to  ihs  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people.  Cun^ress  may  regulate  commerce. 
If  a  power  to  inii^rilici  or  annihilate  commerce,  is 
a  necessary  appesdsge  to  the  power  of  regula- 
tion,' then;,  it  must  be  confessed  (hat  Cungreaa 
poEsess  that  power.  Bbl,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppos- 
ing you  should  hand  your  watch  to  a  proper  ar- 
lism,  in  order  to  have  it  regulated,  and  he  should 
dash  it  lo  piecesiu  your  presence,  would  yon  call 
ihis  regulating?  1  believe  nut.  But  ngight  be 
not  plead  in  his  justiffciiion  the  consiruciiun  put 
upon  ilie  power  vested  io  Congress,  by  Ihe  Consti- 
tution,to  regulateeoramerce?  Supposingiheaf- 
fair  did  not  proceed  that  length.  Supposing  be 
only  removed  the  mainspring,  and  laid  il  aside, 
lO'COOtume  with  61ih  and  rust,  and  toid  you  that 
he  would  replace  it  again,  and  reduce  all  the 
wheela  ioto  order,  so  as  to  make  it  an  excellent 
watch,  on  the  happening  of  certain  events  entirelv 
without  his  own  control ;  would  that  be  coniia* 
ered  ana  legitimate  appendage  to  his  pow^rof 
regulating?  I  believe  noL  But  could  he  ant 
prove  that  he  possessed  this  right,  by  the  con- 
struction put  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales  ?  CongreKS  is  expressly  prohlhiled'by  ihe 
Consiituiion  from  laying  a  duly  upon  exports^  to 
the  amount  of  so  much  as  one  single  cent.  Can 
it  be  supposed  ihnt  the  same  instrument  contain' 
ing  that  prohibition  should,  upon  any  principle* 
of  fair  conscraetion,  authorize  the  total  interdic- 
tion of  expprlst  Supposing  that  an  express  ar- 
licle  frir  ihe  purpose  of  empowering  CiJngress  to 
interdict  nil  foreign  corfimerce,  say  for  one,  two, 
or  three  years,  or  permanenily,  had  been  ngiiated 
in  the  ConvenlioQ  which  framed  ihe  Consiiia- 
tion  i  can  it  be  i^upposed  that  that  bodv,  tremb- 
lingly ntive  10  oil  enconchments,  either  upon 
petaunal  liberty  or  Stole  rightn,  woold  have  ae- 
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ceded  to  such  an  article?  No,  ii  would  have 
beea  spurned  wiih  conternpl,  aa  cotitaiDine,  not 
the  mere  gerra,  bui  ihe  vary  quiniessenceoldes- 

Klisia  1  and  no  ide^  was,  I  (rust,  then  eoterlained 
wbat  f»r-felched  consiruelioD,  a  jusiifieEition 
oFsuch  a  measure  would  be  attempted  hereafter. 
What  would  be  thought  ol  an  interdict  upon 
Wiculturel  Would  any  fiersou  suppose  that 
Coucress  possess  legitimate  powers  lo  sav  to  the 
iohaoitants  of  any  one  district,  you  shall  here- 
after absiaio,  either  perraaBenily  or  during  the 
pleasure  oT  the  QtaTernmenI,  from  plowing,  sow- 
ing, reapiogj  &«.  Is  there  any  person  who  would 
attempt  lo  jasiify  the  issuing  of  .such  a  mandate 
on  Const ilaiional  grounds  ?  I  believe  not.  But 
commercial  pursuits  are  equally^ lawful  and  laud- 
able with  agriculture,  and  the  merchant  is  equally 
eoiitled  to  tlie  fosteriog  care  of  aaverameut  with 
the  man  who  cultivates  Ihe  soil.  Nay,  were  it 
not  for  a  market  for  surplus  produce,  and  for  the 
reception  ofsuchariicles  in  return  as  are  furnish- 
ed bythe  raercbaat,  where  would  be  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture  itself  7  The  farmer  would  he  de- 
prived of  the  most  powerful  stimulus  (o  indus- 
try, A  coDtroversy  between  the  merchant  and 
ibe  agriculturist  would,  pretty  much,  resemble 
the  coDtroversy  in  the  fable  between  the  hands 
and  the  feet  on  one  side,  and  the  belly  on  the 
Other.  Withdraw  the  support  from  the  latleraud 
all  the  members  will  languish. 

But  waiving  any  further  consideration  of  the 
constitutionalily  of  the  embargo,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  it  is,  on  si)  hands,  allowed  to  be  a 
peal  evil  iu  itself.  It  can  only  be  endured  iti  the 
expectation  that  it  will  bo  the  means  of  pracoriog 
•ome  great  future  good,  or  for  the  ^ake  of  aifeid- 
ing  9  still  greater  impending  evil.  I  shall  not 
consider  its  comparatively  greater  pressure  upon 
ODC  part  of  the  United  States  than  nnnther.  I 
shall  make  no  comparison  between  Northern, 
Southern,  or  Middle  Stales.  All  I  believe  End 
it*  pressure  to  be  sufficiently  hard.  I  shall  aui 
pretend  to  say  tbat  it  bears  harder  on  that  section 
of  the  country  whioh  1  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
«eat,  than  it  does  upon  other  parts.  I  believe  it 
does  not.  Although  it  is  verv  seusibly  fell,  yet, 
in  a  district  inhabited  principally  by  farmers,  set- 
tled on  small  plantations,  enjoying  a  tolerably 
fruitful  soil,  which  vields  a  competency  to  (he 
hand  of  industry;  and  where  dome:i(ic  tnanufac- 
tnres  are  probably  as  far  advanced  as   in   most 

t laces,  we  can  bear  it  as  lon^  a^  our  neighbors, 
presume  it  is  much  more  distressing  on  our  see- 
board.  I  wish  to  consider  it  as  eSecLinir  tbe 
whole,  and  there  are  two  points  of  view  in  which 
il  presents  itself: 

IsL  As  a  iDeasure  of  pcecaotion  as  irrcspects 
ourselves, 

3d.  As  a  measure  of  coercion  in  re^'pect  to 
the  dtSereni  belligerents  against  whona  we  have 
causes  of  complaint. 

In  both  these  points  of  view  I  shall  attempt'  to 
consider  it,  As  a  precautionary  measurci  we 
are  totd  that  it  has  preserved  our  ships  and  sea- 
men, and  an  immense  property,  which  f  think 
the  chairman  of  the  Oommitiee  on  our  Foreign 


Relations  estimated  at  upwards  of  one  hundred 
millions,  that  would  otherwise  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

As  it  respects  our  ships,  if  their  laying, al  our 
wharves  at  the  annual  loss  of  seven  or  eight  mil- 
lions, the  ealimaied  amount  of  freight  alone,  while 
ihe  decay  is  quite  as  great,  probably  greater,  than 
if  they  were  wafted  over  every  part  of  the  UniSD, 
can  wilh  propriety  be  palled  presfrvation — eo 
far  as  ihe  loss  b^  capture  wouldhaVe  been  greater 
than  that  occasioned  b^  their  present  inaction  and 
decay,  their  pteservaiioo  may  be  ascribed  to  tha 
embargo. 

As  it  respects  the  preservation  of  our  seamen,  I 
doubt  the  fact  whether  they  may  be  at  all  consid- 
ered as  preserved  by  this  measure.  Our,  seamen 
have  disappeared;  and  it  is  ihe  opinion  of  mea 
possessing  favorable  opportunities  for  information, 
that  if  the  embargo,  iras  now  raised  it  would  be 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  seamen  coul^  b«  . 
found  toman  half  our  ships.  Not  only  have  Brit- 
ish seamen,  who  were  cloaked  under  fraudulent 
American  protections,  deserted  our  shores,  but 
many  Americans  have  migrated  wilh  them.  I'ha 
correctness  of  this  fad  I  find  disputed,  particularly 
by  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams,) who  has  made  a  very  high  encoinium  on 
the  patriotism  of  American  seameiu  They  are 
now.  says  (he  gentleman,  in  the  bosom  of  iheir 
country  ;  the  moment  their  aervieex  a 
ihey  will  flock  lo  your  shores.  No  d 
are  in  this  situation.  Bui  I  seriously  d. 
(her  Iheir  number  would  be  sufficient  U 
any  sudden  emergency.  Many  of  oar 
have  no  other  means  of  nubsistence  than  ll 
and,  having  always  been  accustomed  to  that  mode 
of  life,  are  unfit  forany  other  species  of  iadustrv. 
You  may  as  well  change  a  carpenter  into  a  watch- 
maker, as  transform  a  sailor  into  a  cgltivator  of 
the  soil.  Deprived  of  iheir  customary  jueans  of 
support  by  an  exclusion  from  the  ocean,  tbff 
have  no  aliernative  left,  but  either  tobeg'  or  com- 
mit depredation*  on  the  property  of  others.  Their 
spirits  are  too  bighi  to  brook  the  first,  and.  their 
honesty  proof  egainst  tbe  last.  I  make  no  doubt 
but  tbe  patriotism  of  American  seameB  i*  equal 
to  that  of  any  other  seamen  in  the  world.  But 
*HW  Oerere  ft  Baccho  friget  Venut,  taith  (he 
puei.  Pot  thiK  into  plain,  homely  English,  and 
apply  it  to  patriotism,  i.  e.  wjlhoDt  comething  to 
eat  and  drink,  aye,  and  something  for  clotbiug- 
too,  patriotism  will  soon  cool.  Mere  patriotism 
will  be  found  wor»e  than  eouf  nungrr,  or  water 
gruel,  to  satisfy  the  cravings  ot  hunger,  nor  will  it 
clothe  the  naked.  It  will  net  traostoroi  your  sail- 
ors into  chameleons,  and  enable  them  to  live  upon 
air.  It  is  not  then  justly  a  natter  of  wooder,  if 
I  many  of  our  seamen — deprived  of  subsistence  by 
ihe  operatioti  of  your  laws,  in  ihe  only  way  in 
which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  obtain  it, 
should  seek  that  employment  and  support  in  a  for- 
eign country,  of  which  iheyare  unjustly  deprived 
in  their  own ;  (he  whole  weight  of  (heir  pairiotisio. 
to  (he  contrary  notwithstanding.  Our  system  is  - 
at  least  of  this  advantage  to  the  British  nation : 
they  obtain  our  seamen  without  either,  tbe  trou- 
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bleor  odiuni  of  impressmetit.  I  will  suppose  the 
pairioijxm  ofihegenileman  from  South  Carolioa 
equally  warm,  equally  j^loniog  with  that  of  any 
other  genih'ineD  ill  (nta.  House,  perhaps  in  this 
naliOD.  But  supposing  Oorernoieot  should  io- 
terdict  the  only  occupatioD  b;  which  he  coulif 
gain  a  subsistence,  aad  by  bd  aot,  of  which  he 
eoul^  neither  see  the  nece&sity,  lilt  justice,  nor 
the  policy,  reduce  him  lo  the  si;uatioQ  of  making 
the  choice  between  beggias  and  eniigratioo  ;  hin 
love  of  country  would  cooF.  And  as  I  find  he 
aowelimesquotes  scripture,  I  shall  lake  the  liberty 
ol  EugsesliDg  a  paarage  wnicfi  would,  in  sach  a 
stale  or  things,  probably  occur  to  his' mind  :  ''if 
they  persecute  you  in  one  city,  flee 


believe,  cial^d  by  th;  chairpan  of  the  Comrnit- 
-       -  ethan 


VI 


tee  on  t\iteigi 

one  hundred  millions,  equal  lo  (he  total  of 
exports  of  both  foreign  and  domestic  articles  for 
one  year.  Bui  prediciians,  permit  me  to  say,  of 
.  what  might  have  happened  in  a  dificirenl  state  of 
things,  are  but  Ijiile  to  be  regarded.  Tiiat  proper- 
ly lo  a  limited  amooDt  may  have  beeo  saved,  I 
do  not  dispute.  But  so  far  as  we  eai}  ground  our 
ealculalioQs  ou  matter  of  fact,  the  amounl  is 
greatly  overrated,  probably  one  thousand  p^r  cent., 
or  it  may  be  more.  Our  valuable  India  ships 
I  which  weie  at  sea,  and  exposed   to  the  ravages 

I  both  of  the   Brilish  Orders   of  Couacit  aud  ihe 

'■  French  decrees  have,  I  believe,  escaped  capture, 

and  returned  in  safety,as  well  as  many  olber  ships 
of  diflereiit  descriptions,  and  many  that  chose  not 
10  return,  in  order  la  keep  out  of  the  clutches  of 
the  embargo,  still  navigale  the  ocean  in  safety. 
But,  as  their  safety  will  be  ascribed  (o  ihe)r  saii- 
ing  under  odious  and  detestable  Btilisb  licenses, 
1  •twll  leave  them  out  of  the  account,  and  men- 
tion another  description  of  ships.  I  maati  such 
as  hare  sailed  by  special  permission  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Utiiied  States.  T  have  heard  no  par- 
ticular complaint  of  vessels  of  this  descripIioD, 
and  if  the  businsss  had  not  been  found  to  be 
profitable,  so  much  eageroeGs  to  obtain  these  per- 
missions would  not  have  been  discovered.  So 
far  are  we,  therefore,  from  having  saved  properly 
and  shipping  to  immense  amounts  by  our  embar- 
go, that  I  think  -it  quite  problematical  whether, 
had  commerce  been  permitted  lo  take  its  usual 
course,  the  Uniied  Stales  would  not  have  been 
richer  at  this  moment  than  they  are  by  ibecauri^e 
we  have  adopted;  the  whole  amount  of  captures 
to  ihe  coalrary  notwithstanding. 

As  B  measure  of  coercion,  which,  as  appeared 
from  the  declaraiions  of  the  advocates  of  the 


•pent  ila  force,  and  has  cumpletely  failed.  It 
appears  that  we  have  entirely  overrated  our 
iniportance  both  to  Europe  and  the  West  Indies, 
and  that  the  idea  of  starving  them  iriio  a  dispo- 
sition to  respect  our  rights,  is  wholly  visioo- 
ny.  We  were  to  starve  the  West  Indies,  raise 
insurrections  fimong  the  British  manufacturers, 
and  to  compel  them  to  grant  us  peace  on  our 


own  terras,  and  also  to  compel  France  to  re- 
scind her  obnoxious  decrees.  But  after  a  whole 
year's  painful  experience — I  say  painful,  on  our 
pari — what  has  it  done?  Has  it  starved  the 
poorest  negro  on  the  poorest  plantation  in  the 
West  Indies.1  Has  it  extorted  a  single  conces- 
sion from  either  of  the  belligerents  1  If  you  can- 
not starve  a  man  to  death,  or  at  least  bend  him 
to  your  will  in  one  year,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to 
pronounce  that  men  lo  be  ever  hereafter  proof 
against  starvation.  What  do  the  belligerents  doT 
After  tendering  the  offer  of  repealing  the  embar- 
go lo  the  British  Government,  as  an  equivalent 
for  its  resciodini;  the  Orders  of  Council,  what 
are  we  told?  The  sarcastic  British  Secretary 
lells  us,  it  is  a  mere  municipal  regulation  of  your 
own,  in  which  we  have  no  right  lo  i,iilerfere,  nor 
have  we  made  any  complaint.  He  lells  us  '*  that 
'  His  Majesty  would  ooi  hesitaie  to  coolribute, 
'  in  any  manner  In  his  power,  la  restore  the  com- 
'  merce  of  the  United  States  to  its  wonted  acliv- 
'  ity ;  and  if  it  was  po^ible  to  make  any  sacrifice 
'  for  the  repeal  ol  the  embargo,  without  appear- 
'  iog  to  deprecate  it  as  a  measure  of  bostiliiy,  he 
'  would  gladly  have  facilitated  its  removal  aa  a 
'measure  oi  inconvenient  restriction,  to  the 
'  American  people,"  Whatever  may  be  our 
opinion  of  ihe  pily  expressed,  all  must,  I  believe, 
feel  the  force  of  the  sarcasm. 

answer  to  a  similar  proposal.  That  we  have  re- 
ceived no  direct  or  explicit  answer  to  a  eommu- 
nicaiion  made  ou  that  subject  to  the  French 
Government,  by  our  Minister  at  Paris,  is  readily 
admitted,  and  that  for  the  beat  of  all  possible 
reasons.  I  do  not  find,  frotn  any  document  in 
the  possession  of  the  House,  that  any  such  direct 
application  has  ever  been  made.  But  that  we 
have  received  such  a  virtual  answer  as  must 
carry  coovictian  to  every  luind  so  forcible  that 
he  who  runs  may  read,  is,  I  think,  evident  from 
the  general  compleiion  of  the  correspondence  of 
our  Minisler  at  Paris,  particularly  from  his  letter 
of  August  28, 1808,  printed  in  our  public  docn- 
mems.  If  from  ibe  knowledge  he  had  of  the 
temper  of  that  Court,  be  either. dared  not  make 
the  application  direct,  or  was  fully  persuaded 
(hat  to  make  it  would  be  not  only  fruillesa  but 
injurious,  no  further,  aoswer  was  necessary. 

Other  evidence  is  al.'O  before  (he nation,  which 
clearly  shows  the  lighl  in  which  our  embargo  is 
viewed  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon.  Newspaper 
evidence,  it  is  true;  but  evidence,  the  authenti- 
city of  which  has  not,  that  I  know  of,  been  called 
in  question.  1  allude  to  (he  report  of  one  of  the 
Ministers  of  State,  whether  of  exterior  relations, 
war,  marine,  OT  finance,  I  do  not  now  recollect, 
in  which  he  coroplimeots  our  dignified  retire- 
ment by  means  of  our  embargo,  in  a  manner 
rather  warmer,  and  manifesting  greater  interest 
ihan  I  would  wish  to  see  in  the  agent  of  a  foreign 
Qovernment.  Had  the  embargo  been  a  measure 
which  His  Imperial  Majesty  Napoleon  wished  to 
have  removed,  because  disagreeable  to  htm,  what 
Miiiisler  is  there  upder  his  control  who  tjare  to 
m^ke  such  a  report?    No,  it  rather  appears  that 
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be  views  it  81  B  measure  not  ai  all  hostile  ti 
views,  but  as  calcolated  to  aid  his  sfHtei 
bumbling  the  naval  pride,  ind  destroying-  tlie 
commercial  mperioriiy  of  Great  Britain.  Bring 
up  the  Don-iaterconrsB  io  the  aid  of  the  embargo, 
and  we  more  fully  meet  the  wishes  of  Napoleou, 
aod  second,  m  llie  only  way,  perhaps,  within  our 
power,  hia  views  of -UDiversai  dominalioB.  It  the 
erabarg-o,  iheo,  during  (he-  space  of  one  whole 
year,  in  which  it  has  been  In  operation,  and  Ja 
which  it  must  have  spent  its  principal  force,  as 
it  respects  foreign  oaiitins,  lias  bad  no  coercive 
effect  upon  either  of  the  beliigerenls,  what  pros- 
pect is  there  that  it  will  have  any  sneh  effect  in 
future  1 

But.  say  gentlemen,  this  effect  has  been  hith- 
erto defeated   by  evasions  of  the  law.  by  which 
partial  supplies  have  gone  out,  and  by  the  clamor 
wbicb  has  been  raised  against  it  by  a  factious, 
discontented    minority.      Only   let   us   persevere 
with  steadiness,  and  make  it  manifest  lo  the 
tioDs  of  Enrope  that  we  will  adhere   to  our  i 
tern,  and  enforce  it  with  such  strictness  as  to  ] 
vent  evasions  in  future,  and  those  who  have 
jured  us  will  yet  be  compelled   to  abandon 

f round  they  have  taken.  Foreign  nations  ht.-, 
itherto.  Battered  themselves  thai  the  United 
SlBtea  would  relax,  therefore  they  have  perse- 
»ered.  Ai  soon  as  they  are  convinced  of  theii 
mistake  they  will  recede.  Here  let  us  ooiice  the 
consistency  of  gentlemen;  Onewhile  the  oppo- 
aers  of  the  embargo  are  a  very  small,  a  very  in- 
considerable minority.  Nineteen  out  of  twenty 
at  least  were,  last  winter,  Mnied  to  be  in  favor  of 
Ihe  measure.  Strange,  that  such  a  small,  incon- 
siderable minority,  and  those,  of  course,  com- 
posed of  the  most. worthless  part  of  the  coramu- 
oitv,  should  all  at  once  become  so  powerful  and 
taflaeatial  as  to  defeat  the  effect  which  the  wise 
measares  of  Government  were  cslcuialed  to  have 
upon  foreign  nations.  There  is  the  proclamation 
or  ifae  President  of  (he  United  States,' stating 
that,  at  an  earl^date,  the  ordinary  proceedings  of 
our  courts  of  justice  were  insufficient  to  carry 
the  law  into  effect.  The  proceediogi  in  the 
Legislatures  of  several  Stales,  bome  in  stopping, 
and  others  in  attempting  to  stop  sOils  at  taw  for 
the  collection  of  debti,  od  account  of  the  pres- 
•ure  occasioned  by  the  embargo.  Have  we  any 
auch  evidence  as  these  that  the  measure  bears 
bard  upon  foreign  natioiis?  No  doubt  your  em- 
bargo lliws  have  beeii  evaded  to  a  certain  extent. 
Probably  they  will  continue  to  be  evaded,  in 
spite  of  all  the  vigilance  of  Government.  Prob- 
ably the  loudest  declaimers  in'  favor  of  the  sys- 
tem have  had  their  full  share  in  tlieie  evasions. 
Perhaps  these  statutes  may  be  carried  into  com- 
plete effect;  but,  perhaps,  it  cannot  be  donewith- 
oot  the  prostration  of^yaur  liberiies.  It  is  im- 
possible to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large  that  the  same  degree  of  moral  lurpi- 
tnde  is  attached  to  the  violaiioti  of  such  laws  as 
your  embargo,  which  ihey  fecial  the  violating 
of  statutes  wnich,  by  the  common  consent  of 
mBokind,  are  at  all  limes  and  in  every  change  of 
cifcumstuicea,  calculated  for  the  well-being  of 


society.  In  proportion  as  penalties  are  multi- 
plied, and  increase  in  severity,  public  pity  lo- 
wardsLihe  sufferer  will  be  excited,  and  indigna- 
tion will  be  roused  against  the  law  ilself. 

Need  1  remind  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  of 
the  sedition  law?  Whenever  a  crisis  arrive*  in 
which  the  good  sense  of  the  viTtuous  part  of  the 
community  is  not  sufficient  to  aid  ihe  civil  power 
in  the  execution  of  your  laws,  and  it  is  foimd 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  military.  1  sball 
tremble  for  the  liberty  of  my  country.  I  hop« 
that,  SI)  long  a*  the  law  is  ia  force,  it  will  be  exe- 
cuted, and  will  he  productive  of  no  convulsioo. 
But,  should  it  be  necessary  lo  resort  Jo  a  military 
force  to  execute  uur  laws,  in  our  Republican 
Government,  it  >vould  much  abate  the  pleasure 
and  pride  which  1  feel  in  being  a  citizen  of  ■  free 
country.  Nolhing  can,  ia  my  opinion,  have  a 
greater  tendency  to  defeat  (he  effect  ofyour  laws 
upoti  foreign  naiions,  and  impress  upon  them  the 
belief  that  we  cqonot  long  submit  to  ifaem,  tban 
a  knowledge  of  .the  means  to  which  it  is  found 
necessary  to  resort-in  order  to  carrv  them  into 
execution.  The  execution  of  your  laws  has  al- 
ready been  written  in  blood,  and  ii  is  probable 
that  it  must  soon  be  slainerl  with  a  deeper  crim- 
son die.  This  blood  will  call  for  vengeance  some- 
where. Friim  the  measure  still  contemplated  to 
carry  them  into  effect,  I  tuto  with  horror.  Look  at 
the  Dill  on  your  table,  now  pending  before  tbe 
Senate  ;  look  at  the  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  proposing  ways  and  means  for 
their  more  complete  execution  with  the  whole 
apparatus  of  gunboats,  revenue  cutters,  standinfc 
iTOopS,  &c.  Foreign  nations  are  well  aequaloted 
with  the  nature  aiid  genius  of  our  Governmenl, 

personal  liberty.  It  is  not,  therefore,  (o  t>e  won- 
dered at  if  they  should  harbor  an  opinion,  ihat  a 
system  savoring  so  strongly  of  despotism  couhl 
not  long  be  submitted  to  by  a  free  people. 

Bill  while  we  think  it  strange  tbnl  foreign  na.- 
tions  should  be  so  unwise  as  to  calculate  on  our 
receding,  let  us  reverse  the  picture,  and  see  upon 
what  kind  of  evidence  it  is  on  which  we  calcu- 
laie  that  the  pressure  of  our  embargo  will  be  so 
great  as  to  compel  them  to  abandon  their  orders 
and  decrees,  A  speech  made  in  favor  of  a  peti- 
tion against  lbs  Orders  in  Council ;  a  pamphlet, 
written  by  a  popular  opposition  member  ot  P«r- 

merce  and  funds ;  extracts  of  private  letters  from 
several  places  in  Great  Britain  ;  paragraphs  of 
newK,  .stating  some  advance  in  the  price  ofcottOD; 
or  that  flour  is  high  in  some  part  of  the  West 
India  islands,  or  the  account  of  an  insurrection  of 
a  score  or  dozen  weavers  in  Manchester,  are 
caught  with  avidity  and  considered  as  evidences 
strong  as  proofs  from  Holy  Writ  that  Great  Brit- 
ain cannot  much  longer  a.ihere  to  her  orders,  al- 
though, perhaps,  a  fair  balance  might  be  struck  ' 
confronting  letter  against  letter,  pamphlet  agaiust 
pamphlet.  Does  this  appear  anything  like  evi- 
dence on  tbe  subject  ?  But,  of  late,  we  are  told 
of  ihe  failure  of  the  crop  of  wheal  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  this,  it  is  thought,  nill  work  wonders  ia 
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oar  favor.  On  thin  sabjecl,  I  alluile  to  no  secret 
cainmunicBlioDS  subiQiileil  to  Congress.  I. shall 
be  caviious  bow  I  tread  on  [hat  grouad  ;  I  hIIikIe 
to  newa  com  iDu  Die  a  ted  io  soioe  of  our  public 
prints,  kod  verbal  iDrormation  received  from  a 
gentUiDan  of  this  District,  who  spent  the  princi- 
pal part  of  tbe  lest  Summer  ia  Qreai  Britain. 
Other  gentlemen  have  received  letters  fiom  cor- 
respuDdcDts,  perhaps  equally  vretl  inrorraed^  of  a- 
different  complexioa.  Perhaps  both  accounts 
rosy  be  correct,  su  far  as  they  go.  It  is  by  no 
mea^s  uncomtnon  for  crops  to  fail  partially  in 
some  districts  in  a  country, 'and  be  abundant  in 
others.  But,  admittiuii!  the  report  of  a  failure  to 
be  true,  in. the  fullest  extent,  wanld  the  repeal  of 
our  embargo  grant  iheoi  such  relief  that,  in  order 
to  obtain  it,  Ihey  would  be  compelled  ig  relin- 
quish what  was  viewed  to  he  a'gr<eBt  Dational 
measure  ?  By  a  statement  to  which  I  have  had 
access,  and  which  i  believe  to  be  mainly  accurate. 
I  find  that  the  greaieat  exportation  of  wheat  and 
dour  from  tbe  United  States,  amOunled,  in  .one 
year,  to  within  a  fraciioa  of  one  hundred  and 
•ixly-eighl  million  ponodsof  fluur.  The  popula- 
tion of  Greet  Britain  and  Ireland,  iocludins  the 
navy,  is  estimated 'at  about  sixteen  and.  a  halfmil- 
lions  of  souls.  Allowing  one  pound  of  flour  per 
diem  to  each  person,  the  whule quantity  wecoujd 
export  .would  afford  a  supply  of  bread  but  for  tit- 
tle more  ihan  ten  days.  Considering  the  neces- 
sary waste  in  that  article,  this  would  not  be  an 
extravBcani  Bljowance.  Howgrcat  aT^lief  frora 
the  horrors  of  famine  would  a  supply  of  bread 
for  (ei)  or  eieveo  days  afford  1  Twenty  or  thirty 
days,  at  shtirt  allowance,  would  make  up  the 
balance.  Such  are  our  meaD*  of  coercion  in  the 
article  of  fiour. 

I  will  DOW  go  upon  the  suppo^tion  (hat  our 
embargo  is  abwii  to  be  ciKried  into  complete  ef- 
fect, and  that  we  can  shut  ourselves  up  >o  close, 
tbat  DO  article  whatsoever  can  escape  from  our 
ptwis.  Let  asinquire.wheiher  there  would  then 
oe  a  probability  that  it  '^ould  have  the  coercive 
effect  cotttem plated  7  I  go  upon  (he  supposition 
that  firmness  in  favor  of  a  system  is  equal  on 
both  sides  of  the  water.  ^This  comperi^n  will 
reader  its  coercive  effect  problematical  at  leasu 
la  eur  etDbarge  system  it  is  necessary  to  keep  in 
view  two  things — its  aclioa  upon  the  different 
belligerents,  and  iu  reaction  upon  ourselves.  1 
iblna  it  to  be  asound  position  thai. the  European 
world,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  West  Indies, 
must  be  of  more  consequence  tq  the  United  Slates 
than  the  United  Stati;s  can  he  to  any  one  Euro- 
pea  a  nation.  There  is  no  one  nation  but  what 
eaa  do  better  without  us  and  our  comroerce  than 
we  can  do  without  the  whole  commurcial  world. 
Of  course  the  reaction  of  our  embargo  upon  our- 
selves must  be  stronger  than  its  action  upon  any 
Oltaer  oatioD.  Supposing  it,  then,  to  act  uponuoy 
one  Europeao  nation,  say  either  Franoe  or  Great 
Britain,  with  five  degrees  of  force,  and  react  upon 
ourselves  with  iweuly  degrees,  instead  of  bum- 
bliog.  other  uniions,  and  oringing  (hem  to  our 
feet — if  you  ciioose  tba^  phrase — we  will  leach 
them  to  de  without  us,  and  mgst,  in  ibe  tad. 


shrink  front  the  uaeq'jalcanle.4t.  ThegeotUmaQ 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  WiLLtAMa)  has  said, 
not  that  the  existence  of  the  West  Indies,  (for  it 
appears  that,  after  a  year's  experience,  the  idea  of 
absolute  siarving  is  pretty  much  given  up,)  but 
the  proGUibie  existence  of^  the  We»^t  Indies,  as  it 
respects  Europe,  depends  upon  supplies  produced 
from  this  country,  and  he  has  instanced  the  arti- 
cle of  lumber. an  nriicle  uf  indispensable  necessi- 
ty to  the  WeM  India  planter.  As  the  West  Id- 
dies  have  been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  supplies 
from  tbis  country,  no  doubt  but  a  temporary  in- 
convenience is  felt^  but  thebiiiernesa  of  this,  I 
should  suppose,  to  be  in  a  great  measure  past.  Is- 
there  no  other  country  from  which  these  articles 
for'  the  West  India  market  can  he  procured  ?  May 
not  the  liilherlo  but  partially  eiploreJ  forests  of 
Canada  and  Nuvn  Scotia  afford,  at  least,  a  partial 
supply  7  Where  it  the  vast  Continent  of  Amer- 
iCit  subject  to  Spain,  many  parts  of  wluch  are  so 
Contiguous  to  ihe  West  Indies  1  Does'lhat  coun- 
try contain  no  forests  affording  lumber?  As  the 
soil  of  that  country  is  fertile,  and  the  climele 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  a  great  variety  of  pro- 
daciiouK,  BOlhing  is  wanting  to  that  country  but 
lAJustry  and  more  extended  cultivation,  to  enable 
it  to  supplant  us  entirely  in  the  business  of  fur- 
nishing supplies  for  (he  West  Indies,  and  (bat 
want  llie  continuation  of  our  embargo  will  sup- 
ply with  rapidity.  But  the  gentleman  says  that 
b^would  rather  burn  all  (he  surplus  cotton,  rice, 
flour,  tobacco,  &c.,  than  export  it  during  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things ;  and  that  such  a  measure,  by 
showing  we  were  determined  to  persevere  at 
every  hazard,  would  soon  bring  the  belligerents 
to  their  senses.  I  admire  the  spirit  of  the  gentle- 
man, without  subscribing  to  the  correctness  of 
the  opinion.  In  some  canes  it  is  a  goo. I  rule  for 
a  man  to  judge  anotfier  hy  himself.  When  that 
gentleman  feels  a  spirit  spurning  at  coercion 
glowing  In  liis  breast,  it  .will,  I  should  think, lead 
him  to  suppose  that  a  similar  spirit,  spurning  in- 
dignanily  at  our  coercive  system,  may  glow  la 
the  breasts  of  the  inhabitants  of  iliai  country, 
whicb  is  the  land  of  our  fbrcfatbers' tepulchres. 
If,  then,  a  determination  to  submit  to  partial  and 
temporary  inconveniences  rather  than  be  coerced 
to  abandon  measures,  which  either  a  sound 
or  mistaken  policy  hai  led  them  to  adupt,  be 
equally  strong  io  the  inhabilanl^  of  both  coun- 
tries, and  the  embargo  system  reacts  upon  our- 
selves with  much  mure  force  than  it  acts  upon 
either  of  the  nations  we  would  wish  to  affect  by 
it,  wc  must  be  the  principal  sufferers  in  this  kind 
of  warfare.  So  far  pm  I  from  believing  that  we 
can  coerce  either  Great  Britain  or  France  by  our 
embargo,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that,  if  we 
keep  it  on  until  either  one  or  both  these  nations 
become  our  bumble  petitioners  to  remove  it,  we 
will  keep  it  on  forever.  Great  Britain,  in  partic- 
ular, might  then  calculate  on  enjoying  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  unrivalled. 

Having  examined  what  consequences  may 
reasonably  be  expected  from  our  embargo  as  a 
measure  to  coerce  foreign  nations,  it  ia  time  now 
to  take  a  glance  at  socne  of  its  most  obvious  effects 
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upon  ourselves,  cspecrallf  if  ris  duratioD  should 
be  much  longer  proiracled.  And  hcreperinll  me 
la  consider  what  I  view  to  be  iis  bearing,  nol 
merely  on  our  pti^senl  but  our  future  commerce. 
At  present  we  see  it  prostrated,  and  the  Janger.is 
that  il  will  be  destroyed,  past  all  hope  of  revival. 
Another  genllcman  from  Soulh  Carolina  (Mr. 
Taylor)  has  reprcsenled  the  Dtnbargo  to  be  on 
act  of  kindoess  ro  oor  iBerchrirts,  in  preserving 
them  from  desirucijon.  CoDgres)!  has  acted  la 
ward  ibem  ibe  part  of  a  kind,  iodulscnt  parnii, 
ID  preserving  Ihem  from  ruin.  1  believe  thai 
gentleman  to  be  a  friprid  to  the  mercantile  inipt 
ests  of  tlie  country.  He  is  incapable  of  uiiering 
a  sentiment  of  that  kind,  which  be  does  nol  feel. 
But  t  fear  that,  in  this  insrance,  his  lenderness 
for  merchants  and  commerce  will  prove  loo  mucb 
like  the  kindness  of  the  ape  for  her  young,  who, 
out  of  mere  tenderness  and  sfTecciun,  squeezes 
them  10  dPBtb.  In  one  point  of  view,  commeroe 
may,  be  compared  to  a  virtuous  young  lady  whose 
esteem  may  be  acquired  and  preserved  by  kind- 
Dess  and  allenlion,  but  when  ooce  her  esteem  ii 
forfeited  and  her  confidence  lost  by  improper  ireat- 
meni,  it  can  hardly  be  regained.  The  A: 
commerce,  although  very  eiiensive,  yet,  a:  , 

is  but  in  its  infancy.     Handle  it   a  hiile  roughly, 
and  it  may  be  banished  forever  from  our  shore 
for  when  ooce  it  is  directed  to  other  channels, 
may  be  impossible  to  bring  it  back  to  its  c 
course.    The  history  of  commerce,  since  its  re^ 
val  in  Europe,  is  in  point.    We  have  seen'Fli 
ence,  Venice,  Anlwerp,  Brussels, and  otherpisces 
in  ihe  Netherlands,  in  their  turn,  (he  emporiums 
of  foreign  commerce.     More  lately  Holland,  and 
aiill  later  Oreat  Britain,  have  bean  places  where 
commerce  was  moft  flourishing,  but  we  do  nol 
find  tbai  when  once-  commerce  nad  forsaken  or 
been  driven  from  a  place,  that  it  has  evei  re- 
turned. 

Were  it  not  that  genilemcn  appear  lo  have  so 
great  an  aven^ion  to  reckoning  by  dollars  and 
cents,  t  would  also  make  an  observation  or  two 
upon  its  consrquences  with  respect  io  our  reve- 
nue. This  has,  however,  been  done  some  rime 
■go,  in  a  manner,  whiah,  to  me,  appeared  unon- 
tweiable  by  the  genllcman  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
RjtNDOLPt).}  Indeed,  i  have  beard  no  sober  an- 
■wer  attempted,  but  abundance  of  declamation 
about  pairioiism,  love  of  country,  as  superior  lo 
all  calculations,  .-spirit  of  1776,  &c.  But,  would 
it  not  be  well  enough,  here,  instead  of  all  this 
unmeaning  declamation,  to  have  a  little  cool  mat- 
ter-offact  calculation.  However  the  contempt 
of  dollars  and  cents  may  he  a  popular  theme  for 
declamation,  yet,  in  a  national  point,  they  will  be 
found  to  be  far  from'  so  unimportant  as  they  are 
represcRled.  We  are  snid  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a 
war.  I  fear  this  may  soon  prore  to 'be  our  real 
situation.  Are  we  lo  suppose  thai  patriotism,  or 
the  spirit  of  1776,  so  much  talked  of,  of  late,  will 
raise,  clothe,  march,  and  support  on  armyl  Or 
can  the  wheels  bf  Government  be  kepi  in  motion 
without  llie  aid  of  dollars  and  cenis?  Where 
aball  wc  gel  a  supply  in  future,  if  the  embargo  is 
lo  be  cootiuued,  and  followed  up  with  the  pro*  I 


posed  non-intercourieT  There  was  soratlhiDg 
observed  by  Ihe  genllcman  from  Soulh  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Williams, )  which  I  did  not  hear,  and 
therefore  only  know,  by  report,  about  the  extent 
to  which  our  embargo,  by  culling  off  supplies 
from  ihe  West  Indies,  would  nfftct  tha  British 
revenue,  which,  1  understand,  he  esiimated  atone 
third  of  the  whole  amount.  Tills,  he  oonsiderfd 
as  a  jire.'sure  she  was  ill  able  lo  support,  and 
would  probably  oblige  her  to  relax  her  orders. 
Thai  it  would  afTeci  the  British  revenue  lo  half 
that  amount,  remains  lo  be  proved.  Bui  can  the 
gentlemen  tell  to  what  an  extent  a  continued  sus- 
pension of  commerce  would  affect  the  revenue  of 
the  United  Slalesi  More  than  one-third,  more 
ihan  iwo-ibirds,  and,  I  believe,  more  than  four- 
ftfths.  Bui,  we  have  fourteen  millions  in  Ihe 
Treasury.  Very  well ;  a  full  Treasury  is  a  very 
good  thing.  But,  how  tons  will  that  sum  carry 
on  a  war,  and  defray  the  other  necessary  expenses 
of  Giivcrnmeni?  We  are  playing  the  pa  rlof  ihe 
bov  in  the  fable,  who  had  the  hen  thai  laid  the 
COldtn  eggs.  We  have  got  golden  eggs  in  our 
Treasury,  but,  with  some  want  bf  foresight,  we 
are  strengline  the  hen  that  lays  them  from  day 
today.  Shall  we  resort  lo  direct  taxes  1  The 
experiment  has  been  tried,  with  what  succes*  ii 
familiar  lo  the  House.  But  we  must  be  leiiMble 
that,  if  obliged  10  resort  to  that  expedietil,  during 
the  coDiinuance  of  the  embargo,  it  mu^i  be  under 
circumslances  much  more  disadvantageous  than 
formerly;  for,  during  the  entire  suspension  of 
foreign  commerce,  which  is  ih;  only  channel 
through  which  we  are  furnished  with  a  circulat- 
ing medium,  where  is  the  farmer  or  planter,  who 
has  no  market  for  his  surplus  produce,  lu  obtain 
money  to  pay  his  laxesl  and  the  vary  name  of 
loans  lias  of  late  been  so  very  odious  thai  no  man, 
I  conclude,  would  think  of  applying  lo  that  re- 
source. And  even  this  resource  would  soon  be 
dried  up  by  a  continued  embargo,  for  where  will 
be  the  funds  to  support  public  credit,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  procuring  of  loans  1 

Lei  us  next  view  the  coase[|Uences  of  the  sys- 
tem as  it  respects  our  liberlies.  In  do  way  are 
the  liberlies  of  a  people  more  endangered  than  by 
clothing  a  Chief  Magisirate  wilh  new,  unusual, 
or  unconStilutional  powers.  Here  I  am  far  from 
intending  any  reflection,  either  upon  our  present 
Chief  Magistraie,  or  upon  the  present  Sf^relary 
of  State,  who  is  I  suppose  ihe  Chief  Magistrate 
elect.  I  only  observe,  that  the  more  popular  a 
Chief  Magistrate  is,  the  mofe  dangerous  it  is  lo 
inveiil  him  with  unusual  powers.  A  precedent 
illy  grows  out  of  il,  and  power  once  deie- 
gated,  is  with  difficulty  resumed  ;  and  that  which 
'Ifst  a  temporary  benefit  beeorues  at  last 
ble  evil.  Such  were  the  conaequencei 
of  the  Roman  Dicialorship.  When  Cincionstus 
was  brought  from  his  plow  (o  be  invested  with 
the  office  of  Dictator,  and  returned  to  hia  plow 
:er  he  performed  the  requisite  aervice  for 
iiry,  the  Romans  experieneed  no  incon- 
.  0ut  under  a  Sylia,  a  Marius,  a  Pom- 
pey,-Nnd  a  Ctesar,  lh»  city,  as  well  as  the  fairest 
provinces  of  the  republic,  were  deluged  in  blood, 
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shed  in  civil  wars;  multitudes  o(  the  most  dis- 
tlD^iiishecl  ciiizEDS  destroyed  by  proscriptions 
and  maBsacies,  and  a  sei  of  moDsten,  under  the 
Dame  of  Eraperors,sacce3sivel/ swayed  thescep- 
ire  OTei  B  degraded  and  ennlAvai}  people.  An- 
other icslatice  we  have  in  point  ot  Guslavas 
Vasa,  or  Gustavus  tlie  First,  of  Sweden.  He 
was  the  WashJDglon  of  Sweden,  wka,  after  i!e- 
liveriog  bis  counlry  from  a  most  cruel  bondage 
and  va^saUge  .lo  Denmark,  vran  coosliluletl  first 
Administrator,  sod. aflerwards 'King  of  Sweden. 
and  at  lengtli  cioLhed  with  almost  unliialled 
power.  The  virioous  GustaTos  was  the  father 
of  bis  people.  The  Swedes  weie  happy  under 
his  goverameDt.  Bat  his  sou,  clothed  with  the 
same  auihoril^,  proved  an  odioas  tyrant.  It  wilt 
not  be  a  sufficient  pledge  to  assure  us  that  we  are 
out  of  danger,  to  say  that  w«are  underagorern- 
menl  of  laws  and  not  of  men  ;  for  if  I  am  to  lose 
life,  liberty,  or  piop^iiy.  unjustly,  it  makes  but 
little  dlQerence  to  me  wheiher  it  is  by  the  man- 
date of  a  Nero,  or  the  law  of  a  Draco, 

Bd(  it  is  said  by  genllemenjibat  if  the  embargo 
were  now  removed,  our  trade  ia  so  restiicleo  by 
the  belligerents  t^al  i(  could  amounl  to  little  or 
DOthiDg.  We  cannot  go  to  France.  These  is  no 
place  to  which  we  cao  go  without  being  inter- 
dicted, either  by  the  deciees  of  the  one.  or  the 
ciders  of  the  other.  This  was  some  time  ago 
pariicitlarly  insiMed  upoa  by  the  CommiUee  of 
Foreign  RelatioDs.    Bui  the  observations  of  a 

Senilemaii  from  Virginia  (Mr.NEwroH)  are  more 
resb  Id  my  recollection.  Ha  in  a  very  particu- 
lar and  elaborate  manner,  look  all  our  commeice, 
one  piece  after  aoother,  and  filtered  it  all  away 
lo  nothing,  proviog  that  we  had  no  cotnmerce  at 
all  left  which  deserved  ih,ejiame,  which  we  could 
parMie,  even  if  the  embargo  were  taken  off.  This 
IS  a  pitiful  and' degraded  situation  j  and,  because 
wecannot  go  everywhere,  we  submit  to  the  degra- 
dation and  say  we  will  go  nowhere.  I  shall  not 
attempt  lo  follow  the  genilemaa  through  his 
minute  and  elaborate  Jnv^tigittion  of  the  anni- 
hilation of  ourcommer«e.  I  shall  barely  observe 
that  if  his  view  is  a  just  one,  it  contains  one  of 
the  moil  ponerfalargumenis  wjjich  cuuld  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo.  If  we  have 
IH>  commerce,  why  keep, a  law  in  force  to  restrain 
it,  which  requires  so  much  irriiaiion  T  Our  mer- 
chants are  generally  so  eagle-eyed  Id  what  re- 
spects their  own  inli'resi,  ibai  if  tliey  can  find  no 
commerce  worth  persuing  they  will  embargo 
themselves.  Why  not  suifer  them  lo  manage 
their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way?  Why  pus 
one  Law  after  another  fortified  with  such  extraor- 
diivry  provisions,  lo  emhargo  that  which  is  said 
(o  have  DO  esisteoce  7  There  seems  to  be  a  man- 
ifest absurdity  in  this  kind  of  legislation.  I  am 
far  from  believing  (his  view  of  the  slate  of  our 
commerce  to  he  a  Just  one.  I  believe  that  we 
have  much  prufilable  commerce  left,  and  com- 
mercial  mea  wtiuld  soon  explore  important  chan- 
nels. I  fell  the  justice  of  a  remarlc  made  some 
daya  ago  by  a  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr. 
jA.bKSON,)  that  commerce  was  like  nater^  which, 
if  left  to  seek  its  own  course,  would  find  lis  level, 


and  If  left  to  regulate  itself,  articles  would  always 
find  their  Waf  to  places  where  they  were  wanted 

for  consumption.  And  ii  is  the  opinion  of  com- 
mercial men  of  good  information,  that,  were  it 
not  lor  the  exisiing  embargo,  although  our  com- 
merce would  nut  flourii'h  as  it  had  done  during 
(lie  wars  in  Europe,  we  might  still  have  as  much 
as  during  a  lime  of  profuund  peace.  May  not 
commerce  be  compared  to  water  in  aooiJier  re- 
spect ;  thai  when  forced  by  violence  to  seek  a  new 
channel,  it  is  with  difficulty  induced  back  again 
to  its  old  course?  Thiii  is  an  object  worthy  of 
Ibe  attention  of  the  cotton  planter  m  particular — 
a  staple  which  is  most  unquestionably  the  most 
valuable  to  the  cultivator,  of  all  our  American 
exports.  Were  cotton  produced  nowhere  but  in 
the  United  Slates,  we  might  easily  starve  the 
market.  But, as  it  is  ihe  natural  prodociiou  both 
of  Asia,  Africa,  and  &outh  America,  as  well  as 
the  West  Indie.i,  by  withholding  these  supplies, 
which  lie  perishing  on  our  hands,  we  encourage 
the  cultivation  in  other  countries,  and  leach  the 
consumers  to  explore-new  channels  for  a  supply- 
In  ihia  way  a  market  may  be  irrecoverably  lost. 

But  in  this  case  we  must  go  lo  Great  Britain  , 
or  France,  and  that  would  be  degrading  submis- 
sion ;  it  would  be  bate  and'  dishonorable.  I  con- 
fess I  have  DOl  at  all  that  nice  sense  of  honor 
which  some  gentlemen  speak  of)  nor  can  I  see 
either  degradation  or  submission  in  some  things 
which  so  sensibly  injure  tlieir  feelings.  I  have 
ofien  heard  it  as  a  maxim,  thai  there  is  no  friend- 
ship in  .trade.  So  fully  am  I  impressed  with  its 
truth,  that  were  your  embargo  taw  removed — for 
I  frould  not  violate  that— and  we  not  in  actual 
hostility,  had  1  on  hand  a  cargo  of  rice,  cotton, 
flour,  or  tobacco,  I  should  have  no  scruple  in 
selling  it  either  ip  an  EpgUshman  or  a  French- 
man  at  a  fair  and  honorable  price ;  I  should  con- 
sider myself  as  doing  him' no  particular  favor, 
much  less  as  lubmilting  to  him  at  all. 
\  Although  none  of  the  resolutions  presented  for 
i  OUT  accejiiance  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
i  Relations  refers,  in  express  terms,  to  the  embargo, 
i  yet  I  considered  myself  as  not  raateriaUy  devi- 
I  atiiig  ftorn  ihe  subject  before  the  House,  in  being 
:  thus  particular  in  taking  notice  of  it,  because  the 
resolutions,  particularly  ihe  second,  form  a  part 
I  of  the  same  system ;  and,  because,  in  the  dilem- 
'  ma  in  which  we  are  placi^d,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  this  is  one  oi  the  evils  out  of  which 
we  are  necessitated  to  make  a  choice — forit  seema 
we  have  only  a  choice  of  evils.  War  with  both 
nations,  submission,  or  a  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent suspension  of  commerce;  and  the  second 
resolution  in  particular  is  to  come  in,  in  aid  of  the 

A  tame  submission  is  justly  considered  as  oat 
of  the  question — a  measure  which  nobody  advo- 
cates. War  wiih  boih  nations,  or  with  any  two 
nations  animated  widi  sentiments  of  the  most 
deadly  hostility  against  each  oiher^  is  a  novel 
kind  of  warfare,  and  1  am  apt  to  think  an  abso- 
lute new  thing  under  tlie  sun,  the  discovery  of 
which  has  been  reserved  for  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations.    A  menacing  fttlitude  auy 
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perhaps  he  kept  up  againsl  two  naiionx  ai  war 
with  each  other;  or,  two  natidnn  at  aciaal  war 
tnky  niahe  peace,  and  then  unite  to  give  us  a 
drubbin;;.  But  whiU  the;  contioue  to  be  ai  wnf 
'  wiih  each  other,  let  tii  be  ever  so  fond  of  6?htJDg, 
wecaDDOt  be  at  war  with  both  if  we  try.  No,  the 
moment  a  war  lakes  place  with  one,  we  arc  vir- 
tually, if  not  aclually,  m  ailiaoee  with  the  other. 
Make,  war  with  Great  Britain — allempl  the  re- 
duction of  Canada,  for  Iniiance,  and  Bonaparte 
will  irnmediaiely  lenJer  you  liie  hoinage  of  bis 
high  consideration,  and  will  praise  your  spirit  as 
warmly  as  he  now  eulogizea  your  di^niliFd'  re- 
tiretneol.  And  although,  on  account  of  the  in- 
civility of  the  British  fleet,  he  may  not  he  able  to 
send  an  army  to  your  assistance,  yet  if  one  of 
your  ships  can  Gghl  its  way  to  his  shores,  she 
may  do  ii  in  safety,  with  the  hazard  of  either 
lequeslraliun  or  capture.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
ffraul  leiiers  Of  marque  and  reprisal  against 
France,  and  you  will  find  no  more  trouble  frpm 
the  British  Orders  of  Council. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  presented  by 
ihe  Coinraiitee  of  Foreign  Helaiions,  I  considered 
thai  one  whitih  has  already  passed,  as  of  little  im- 
portance, either  one  way  or  the  other.  Consid- 
•red  as  a  kind  of  political  lest,  1  felino  very  stone 
objection  against  taking  it,  although  I  considered 
iheqneslioD  whether  the  XJoiEed  States  were,  and 
of  right  OuD;ht  lo  be, free,  sovereign,  and  iadepend' 
enl  Slates,  lo  have  been  long  since  decided  and 
not  to  be  brought  into  question  at  this  time.  I 
find,  however,  a  degree  of  importance  attacheJ  to 
it,  in  the  opinion  of  some  gentlemen,  which,  had 
I  contemplated  at  the  time,  my  role  would  per- 
haps have  been  different,  m  ihe  second  resolu- 
tion is  evidently  connected  with  the  embargn,  I 
am  of  course  opposed  to  it.  But  notwithstanding 
the  lengthy  discussion  which  has  taken  place,! 
am  not  yet  convinced  that  the  first  resolution  is 
not  at  war  with  the  second,  and  with  the  whole 
system  we  have  adopted,  and  uecm  still  deieritiined 
lo  pursue.  How  is  it  that  the  orders  of  Great 
Britain  aad  the  decrees  of  France  affect  us? 
They  affect  our  raariliihe  rights.  "Our  liberties 
on  the  ocean  are  restrict etl  ;o  a  cerlaio  extent. 
And  to  show  to  Great  Britain,  France,  and  all  the 
world,  that  wc  will  noi  submit  to  these  encroach- 
ments, we  abandon  the  ocean  altogether,  and  du 
even  more  than  ihey, require — a  new  way  of 
■bowing  our  spirit,  to  be  sure,  but  bearing  no  re- 
aemblance  to  the  spirit  of '76. 

But  ■aj'  genilemen,  we  do  not  subinii.  The 
embargo  is  resistance.  Great  Britain  says  you 
must  trade  with  me.  We  resist.  France  says 
you  must  trade  we  rae.  We  resist,  a tid  say  we 
will  trade  with  neither  of  you.  This  1  conceive 
to  be  not  true  in  fact.  Neither  Fraace  nor  Great 
Britain  says  you  must  trade  with  rae.  They  only 
give  ns  liberty  to  do  as  we  please.  But,  admllling 
there  wis  a  command,  oilr  embargo  and  non-in- 
tercourse is  a  suhraisskin  to  it,  as  far  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  admits.  We  submit,  partly  lo  the  one, 
and  partly  to  the  other;  and,  between  both,  our 
•ubtnissioa  is  complete,  for  we  Kiibmil  to  each  of 
tbe  belligerents,  so  far  as  submissioa  to  the  one 
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is  not  inconsisii^nt  with  a  similac  submission- to 
the  Diher.  Certainly  our  non-intercourse  with 
Britnin  is  submission  to  France,  and  our  non-in- 
tercourse with  France  issubmJBsiantoBriialn;  and 
ihal.to  make  the  most  of  eurembargOjii  is,  accord- 
half 

lut  what  shall  bedotte,  is  theqiiestionl  Shall 
we  go  to  war  ?  I  aoswer  yea,  in  the  last  resort,  if 
no  other  mode  can  be  found  taeitrieate  us  out  of 
our  present  dif&eutties.  and  maintain  onr  Inde- 
pendence— and  if  there  is  any  prospect  that  the 
objen  in  pursuit  can  be  obtained  by  going  to 
war.  1  am  not  howerer  convinced  that  a  war 
with  either  much  less  with  both  nations,  would 
be  the  reeull  of  ao. abandonment  of  oar  present 
system.  In  the  year  1793  Great  Britain  com- 
menced exiensive  depredations  on  our  commerce. 
An  attempt  was  made'to  resort  to  a  war  of  eon- 
mercial  restrictions.  A  no n- intercourse  act  was 
in  considerable  forwardness,  but  wiihoni  any  of 
these  coercive  measure's  actually  in  force,  an  at- 
tempt WM  made  at  nepoliarion.  It  proved  suc- 
cessful, without  the  aid  of  either  non-importation, 
embargo,  or  hostile  proclamations.  Bui  to  aid  it, 
prepamitoas  were  made  for  war,  and  the  ener- 
gies of  the  nation  were  called  into  operation.  A 
treaty  was  the  consequence,  which,  although  not 
tatisfactory  to  all  in  some  of  its  provisions,  yet, 
while  it  was  in  force,  we  have  prospered  under  its 
operation,  ina  manner  beyond  all  former  ezimple, 
I  understand  this  treaty  might  have  been  renewed. 
hut  the  offer  was  declined.  I  do  not  say  that  this  . 
backwardness  on  our  part  has  been  any  cause  of 
our  present  diffitrulties  with  tha^'nauoo.  la  the 
years  1797  and  1798,  France  commenced  most  ex- 
tensive depredations  on  our  commerce,  in  direel 
violaiion  of  her  treaty  with  us,  and  rejected  our 
messengers  of  peace  with  contempt.  We  passad 
a  noD-iniercourse  law,  bul  we  did  not  rest  here. 
We  called  forth  the  resources  of  the  nation,  and 
prepared  for  events.  PaMial  hostilities  were  com- 
menced ;  but'firmness,  on  the  one  hand,  and  concili- 
niion  on  the  other,  were  again  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. At  the  present  time  a  serious  misunder- 
standing has  taken  place  belVeen  the  Onited 
States  and  two  foreign  nations.  The  one  bas,  in 
amastwanian.Hhameful,and  unprovoked  manner, 
Ttolaled  her  treaty  with  us — the6iher.  with  whom 
we  have  no  commercial  treaty,  interrupts  our  law- 
ful commerce,  in  such  a  manner  as,  ii  is  said,  vio- 
lates the  law  of  nations.  We  have  commenced 
negotiations,  with  the  aid  of  commercia)  coercive 
restrictions.  Wc  have  taken  the  olive  branch  to 
one  hand,  and  wu  have  elevated  our  scourge,  such 
as  it  is,  with  the  other.  We  have  assumed  a  me- 
nacing attitude,  and  have  atiered  many  fatgh- 
SDUnding  words.  This  mode  of  negotiation  has 
been,  for  a  considerable  time,  in  the  full  tide  of.  I 
eanonoi  say  very,  successful  experiment.  We 
have  had  ^uch  a  fair  trial  of  ils  efficacy,  that  I 
think  it  is  high  time  it  was  abandoned.  If  the 
easure  be  a  wise  one,  and  in  certain  eases  pbw- 
ful,  the  United  Slates  hare  been  peffuliarly  un- 
fortunate, either  in  the  time  of  its  application,  or 
selec ling  the  subjects  on  which  it  was  lo  operate. 
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In  tbe  year  1803,  GtcbI  BritaJD  either  adopted 
or  rMTJrcd  eertiio  regolBlioni  which  were  very 
JDJuriuus  lo  (he  commerce  of  the  United  Slates. 
Our  table  -was  loaded  with  petitions  from  the 
commercial  cities  of  the  Union.  0|ir  Mininlfr 
abroad  reraonstrBieil,  and  as  a  remedy  for  the 
eyil,  and  to  show  our  resentment  of  the  injury, 

Qon-importBlion  law.  Before  that  law  was  passed. 
■1  Ipflst  befare  ihe  passage  of  it  was  kncwti 
ia  Europe,  the  orders  were  relaxed,  and  captures 
discoBliuued  i  aod  the  caiues  of  complaiot  in 
tome  measure  removed.  So  that  the  Don-impor- 
taiion  law  bad  no  other  effect  than  10  epiharrass 
Dur  Minisleis  iti  arraoging  matters  in  dispute. 

Equally  unfortuDBie  was  the  lime  of  seudiug 
back  the  rejected  treaty.  Whether  il  was  or  was 
Dot  as  good  a  treaty  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect, 
1  pretend  ddi  to  say.  Probably  il  was  as  ^ood  as 
could  be  obtained — but  whether  it  was  or  was  nt)t, 
the  lime  of  sendiog  it  back  'was  peculiarly  unfor- 
ruDste,  for  the  purpose  or>ubifliniDg  any  amc- 
lioralitn).  The  Ministry  under  whose  auspices 
it  had  been  negotiated  w^re  now  do  loDg;er  in 

Cwer,  and  the  new  Minlstry'weTe  supposed  to 
less  disposed  than  their  predecessors  to  maki^ 
toDcesaions  to  the  United  States.  Though  will- 
tog  to  ratify  the  originBl  treaty,  yet  they  de- 
clioed  making  any  alteration.     A  similar  fatality 


QstGte 


At  the 
e  pressure  upon 
that  iiaiioD  in  Europe  was  great.  The  coalition 
among  the  Northern  Powers  was  completely  di's- 
wlTed,  and  sh«  was  left  to  coateud  single-handed 
■gainst  almost  the  whole  European  world.  It 
was  thought  that  this  state  of  things,  in  connei- 
ioa  with  our  embargti,  would  make. so  great  a 
pressure,  that  she  must  yield  to  what  we  eoDceired 
to  be  our  just  demands.  Indeed  it  was  predicted, 
with  coofidentfe,  ibit  in  the  course  of  a  few 
Boatha  at  furthest  she  mujl  fall  under  Ihe  power 
of  the  conqueror  of  Europe,  and,  in  this  way,  we 
were  10  obtain  relief  from  ell  our  maritime  em- 
banaiunents.  An  eveitf  uaboked  for,  which, 
however  it  may  affect  our  contest  with  the  ua- 
tioDS  of  Europe,  yet  will,  I  hope,  prove  most  fa- 
Tor«ble  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  has,  in  a  greet 
measure  removed  that  pressure  for  the  present.  By 
the  late  opeaing  made  in  Europe,  and  the  access 
thereby  gained  to  the  Ata«ricaB  continent,  she 
has  probably  gained  as  mucttas  she  would  lose 
by  ibe  aunthilatioD  of  her  commerce  with  the 
United  Siaten.  It  is  time  that  weabandon  this  in- 
eflScieni  system— ^inefficient  as  it  resjiectn  other 
oationi,  and  ruinous  to  ourselrea.  It  we  ere  to 
hare  war,  as  seems  lo  be  the  opinion  of  gentle- 
men, let  us  prepare  for  it;  but  if  there  is  any  hope 
from  DegMiation,  jet  us  attempt  it  without  har- 
ing  recourse  to  those  factitious  aids  which  must 
crer  be  embarrassiog  in  negotiating  with  a  high 
spirited  people.;  and  let  us  ndt  direct  the  energy 
of  the  nation,  the  boasted  spirit  of  'T6j  of  which 
we  bearao  much, to  the  sole  purpose  ofharassing 


Whether  we  are  in  that  situation  that  would 


be  now  prudent  to  go  to  war,  I  shall  not  decide,  as 
that  is  not  a  quest:ao  how  before  tlie  House.  A 
wise  rnati  in  ancient  times  Las  said,  with  good  ad- 
vice make  war.  I  shall  otily  mention  iwo  or  three 
casesin  which  1  would  not  go  lo  war:  I  would 
not  go  to  war  without  a  great  uod  important  ob- 
ject, the  attainment  of  which  was  out  undoubted 
right ;  I  would  not  go  to  war  for  any  object,  how- 
ever important  it  might  be,  as  long  a^  there  was 
a  prospect  of  obteining  it  in  any  other  way;  1 
would  not  go. to  war,  unless  there  was  a  well 
grounded  probability  of  oblaining  the  object  in 
view  by  war.  Nor  would  I  go  to  war  merely  for 
a  point  of  honor,  nhere  everything  pertaining  to 
national  prosperity  and  safely  might  he  obtained 
without.  It  IS  true,  ntttioos  ma/do  like  individ- 
unls.  A  man  conceives  himself  to  be  insulted. 
He  challenges  the  man  who  insults  him — they 
meet,  and  he  receives  a  wound  which  disables 
him  doring  (h%  remainder  of  his  life.  But  he 
snves  hi;  honor.  So  a  nation  may  go  to  war  for 
B  point  of  honor,  and,  as  the  fate  of  war  is  uncer- 
tain, may  receive  a  severe  drubbing.  But  national 
honor  is  saved.  Like  the  gallant  Frenci.',  King  of 
France,  who  when  he  was  defeated  and  taken 
prisoner  in  thefalal  battle  of  Pavia,  by  hisenemv 
and  rival,  Charles  the  Filth,  when  he  snw  that  all 
was  lost,  wrote,  upon  the  field  of  balile,  this  Is-  ' 
conic  epistle  to  the  Queen  Regent:  '•'Madam,  we 
have  lotlall  but  our  honor."  The  American  peo- 
ple, would,  I  trust,  wish  to  avoid  such  a  war  as 
this.  And  I  think  they  will  not  tons  assert  their 
rights,  only  by  abaniloning  them.  But  although 
deeply  interested  in  peace,  as  being  the  trOe  inter- 
est of  our  country,  and  always  ready  to  wel- 
come the  returning  prospect  of  its  continuance - 
with  heanfell  saliifaciion,  yet,  if  after  all  endea- 
vors to  preserve  it  ^hall  prove  fruitlesa,  they 
should  in  the  end  be  compelled  to  engage  in  a- 
just  and  neceatary  war,  no  doubt  the  American 
peonle  would  meet  it  with  firmness. 

^r.  Randolph  moved  10  adjourn,  alleging  as 
a  reason  for  Ihe  motion  ihe  situation  in  which 
the  House  found  itself,  many  membei^  being 

The  question  on  adjuuroment  was  taken  by 
yeas  antf  nays,  and  negatived — ayes  42,  nays  68, 
as  follows: 

Ysjia— EvinAleimder,  Joseph  Barker,  John  Camp- 
belt,  Epsptfroditus  Champion,  Mmtin  Chittenden,  Jobn 
D&venport,  jun.,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot,  Fran- 
cis Gardner,  Ednin  Grgj,  John  Harris,  William  Hoge, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkiju, 
Junes  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jUn.,  Ed- 
ward SL  I.oe  Livennore,  Natbtniel  i^tacon,  Joatab 
Maiten,  Williani  Milnor.  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun., 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Momford,  Thomai 
Newbpld,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Russell,  James  Sloan,  Rich- 
ard Stainfbrd,  Lenia  fi.  Sturges,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel 
Ta^SBTt, Benjamin  Tallmadge, John  Thompson,  Abram 
Ttifg,  Jabei  Upham,  Archibald  Van  Hom,  KilUan 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  David  R.  WiUinma. 

Niis— Lemnel  J.  AIst«n,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Ese- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUliaUt 
Blackledge,  John  BIske,  jtm.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
B«>yd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brqwn,  William  A.  Bur- 
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well,  William  Butler,  Josepii  Culhoun,  M»tlhew  Clay, 
Juhn  Clo;<ton,  Orcbnrd  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson.  Jaaepli  Desha,  John  W.  EppcB,  William 
Findle;,  James  Fink.  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomoa  Ghot- 
■onjun.,  Peteraon  Goodwjn,  taainll  L.  Green,  John 
Heiater,  Wm.  Helma.  Jamea  Holland,  Ua*id  Holmea, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Ililey,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Richaid  >VI.  Johnson,  Waller  Jonea,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
John  Lambert,  Jolin  Lorn,  Rolien  Marion,  William 
.  JifcCreery,  Jobn  Montgomery,  Nicbohia  R.  Moore, 
Ttkotpaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelaon,  Wilson  C.  Nicbolaa,  John  Forler,  Jobn  Reo 
of  Pennajlvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Malthiai  iticbarda, 
Benjanrin  Say,  Ebcnezer  Scaver,  Samuel  Sban,  Den- 
Dis  Smell.  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Clement  Storer,  John  Taylor,  James  I.  Van 
Alen,  Jesae  'Whwton,  Robert  Wbilchill,  Ibbbc  Wilbour, 
Alex.  Wilton,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

A  division  of  ihe  gucBtioR  on  the  reaolutioa 
depending  befure  the  House  was  then  called  for 
bj^  Mr.  David  R.  Williams:. Whereupon,  eo 
much  of  the  >a\A  resoluiiun  being  read,  as  is  cod- 
tained  in  ihe  words  foUowinp,  lo  wjl;      , 

StntiveJ,  That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit,  by  law, 
the  tidmisaion  into  the  parts  of  the  United  States  of 
,  all  public  or  prirate  armed  or  unarmed  ships  orvesaela 
belonging  lo  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  to  aoy  other 
of  the  belligerent  Powers  baTing  in  force  orders  or 
decrees  violating  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States  ; 

.A  motion  was  maJe  by  Mr.  Van  Horn  to 
amend  the  original  resoluiion  as  reported  from 
the  Coroaiiilee  of  ihe  Whole  Hoase,  hy  strikiQg 
out,  after  the  words  ''goods,  wareE,  or  merehan- 
diae,"  the  foLlowing  words:  "the  gtowih,  pro- 
duce,  or  mnnofaciure  uf  the  dominions  of  any  of 
the  said  lowers:"  and  by  adding,  to  the  end  of 
the  said  resolution,  the  followiug  words: 

"  And  that  the  act  laying  nn  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  tfae  ports  and  harbora  of  the  Uni««d 
Statea,  and  the  several  supplementary  acts  thereto)  be 
repealed,  so  far  as  to  allow  the  ships  and  veaaela  be- 
longing to,  and  wholly  navigated  by,  citizens  of  ths 
United  Stales,  to  depart  with  their  cargoes  fur  places 
not  in  the  possession  of  any  of  the  said  belligerent 
Powers  ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  tjtatca  be 
,  authorized  to  arm  and  equip  their  mercliant  vessels, 
and  repel  by  force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  ahall 
be  made  or  committed  by  any  vsssel  belonging  to  any 
of  the  said  Powers,  and  may  sabdue  and  capture  the 
•ame;  and  mny  retake  any  vessel,  owned  as  aforesaid, 
which  may  have  been  captured  by  any  vessel  belonging 
to  any  of  the  said  Powers." 

A  qupsiJQn  of  order  was  then  movfd  by  Mr. 
D.  R.  Williams,  whether  I  he  said  rootion  of  Mr. 
Van  Horn,  as  a  substitule  for  a  member  of  the 
said  original  resolution,  was  admissible  according 
to  the  sianding  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

The  SpEAKiiH  decided,  os  his  opinion,  that  the 
Mid  pro|)Osed  amendment  was  in  order,  ai  ngl 
beln?  a  subslituie  fur  the  member  of  the  origlQal 
resolution  proposed  to  be  siriclien  out: 

Whereopon,  the  queaiion  was  taken  (hat  the 
House  do  agree  to  ihe  proposed  amendment  for 
striking  out  the  word*  as  before  recited,  and 
passed  in  the  negatire. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 


oposed  by  Mr.  Van  Hohn  :  when  a  motion  was 
ade  by  Mr.  Upuah  thai  the  House  do  now  ad- 
urn  j  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it 
the  negative — yeas  45,  nays  69,  as  fol- 


pass 
low 

Ye4S— £van  Alexander,  William  W.  Bibb,  John 
Campbell,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Culpepcr,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Daniel  M. 
Durell,  Jatnes  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Francis  Gardner, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  Harris,  William  Hoge,  Richard 
Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kcllj,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  SL  Loe  Livcrmoro,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Jona- 
than O.  Moaety,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  James  Sloan, 
John  Smith,  Samuel 'Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  WillJBtn 
Sledman,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgps,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tag- 
girt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompatm,  Abram 
Tngg,  Jabei  Upham,  Philip  Van  CorUandt,  Ardirbald 
Van  Horn.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Nathan  WiUon. 

Nira — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WltUa  AIMon,  Jan.,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacoit,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Baaiett,  Williaat 
Blacktedge,  John  Slake,  junior,Thoin as  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bnrwell, 
William  Butler,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  Gsorge  W.  Camp- 
bell, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clqpton,  Ortliard  Cook, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaha,  John  W.  Gppei,  William 
Findley,  Mcshack  Franklb,  Baront  Gudenier,  Thoa. 
Gholson,  jun.,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  Heiater,  James  Holland,  David  Holmea,  Benja- 
min ironard,  Daniel  Ilslej,  Jobn  G.  Jackson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson  Walter  Jonca,  Thomas  Kenan,  Jobn 
Lambert,  John  Love,  Robert  Marion.  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Daniel  IWontgoinery,  junior,  John  Montgom- 
ery, Nieholas  H.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  iVicholas,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Teimes- 
see,  Mattbiaa  Richards,  Benjasiin  Bay,  Ebenexer  8<ia- 
vef,  Samuel. Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jede- 
diah K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Clement  Storer,  John 
Taylor,  James  I.  Van  Alen,  Jeaae  Wharton,  Robert 
Whilehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Alexander  Wiluin,  ud 
Richard  Winn. 

A  division  of  (lie  question  was  then  called  for 
on  ibe  'amendmeni  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
from  the  comioencement.  thereof,  and  ending  at 
the  word  ''  repeated,^'  in  (he  ibitd  line  of  lbs  said 
amendoieDi:  And  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
said  division  of  the  proposed  ameadmeot  being 
stated  from  the  Chair.  Mr.  Van  Horn  withdrew 
the  said  amendrasflt  from  the  Clerk's  table. 

A  motion  was  then  made  hy  Mr,  Lbwiij  thai 
the  House  do  now  adjourn,  and  the  queaiion  be- 
ing taken  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  49,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

Yiis— Wilhstn  W.  Bibb,  John  Campbell,  Epajdiro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  On^h^rd  Cook, 
John  Culpeper,  Sarnuel  W.Dana,  John  Daveapart.jr., 
Dsnie!  M.  Durell,  William  Ely,  Francis  Gardnar,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Jobn  Harrif,  William  Hoge,  Reuben  Hom- 
phreys,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly, 
William  Kirkpatriclt,  Joseph  Lewisijr.,  Edward  SL  Loe 
Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Josiah  Maatera,  William 
Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr..  Joaathsn  O.  Moeely, 
Gurdbn  S.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jodah  Ijnin- 
cy,  John  Randolph,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samad 
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Smith,  Kchllid  Stanfonl,  Wiltiam  Stedmui,  Lenis  B. 
Sturjfea,  Peter  Swart,  Ssmuel  Teiggsit,  Benjamin  'l*a>!l- 
madge,  Jobn  Thorapaon,  Abnm  Trigg,  Jabez  Upham, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kilijan  K. 
Vui  Retuulasr,  Daniel  C,  Verpianck,  Darid  R.  Wil- 
Gama,  and  Nathan  WUioii. 

Nats — l.emus1  J.  Alston,  Wiilii  Aiaton,  jr,  Daiid 
Bard,  Burwell  Baiaetl,  'William  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  jr.;  Thomaa  Blount,  Adam  Bojd,  John  Boyie, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
JtKcph  Calhonn,  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Claj, 
John  Clopton,  Richard  Catta,  John-  DawMin,  Joiieph 
D«ha,  Jabn  W.  Eppea,  William  Findl^,  James  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin.  Barent  Ganlenier,  Thomas -Gbol- 
son,  jrn  Peterson  GoodwyA,  laaiah  L.  Ureeo,  Johti 
Heistcr,  Jsmea  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  O.  Jackten,  Richard  M. 
JiAnaon,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lim- 
bm,  John  Loie,  Ruben  Marion,  William  McCreery, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jobn  Morrow,  Roger  Neleon,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas, 
Jojui  Potter,  John  Rsa  of  Pennsylvsnis,  Jobn  Rbea  of 
TeBneMse-,  Matthias  itichardi,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebena- 
ser  Searer,  Samosl  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilia, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Clement  Storer, 
laim  1'ay''»'>  Beorge  M.  Troap,  Jamea  I,  Van  Alcn, 
Itme  Wharton,  Robert  WhitehlU,  Isaac  Wilboar,  Alex- 
uder  Wilsan,  and  Richard  Winn. 

A  molioQ  W»B  made,  by  Mr.  Len'ia,  to  sraend 
theoTicinalresolaliondependingbeforf  the  House, 
byaddin^f  toiheend  ibereof  the  folLowlDg  words; 

"And,  alio,  that  the  act  lading  an  embargo  on  all 
■hip*  and  veasela  in  the  porta  and  harboM  of  the  United 
Slates,  with  all  acta  supplemenlary  thereto, be  repealed." 

A  queai(oi)  of  order  was  moved  by  Mr.  Macon, 
wbeth«t  an  Mueadnieiit  cooiaiDiDg  the  autwisoee 
ofa  proposed  retolDtion  referred  i«  a  CatnmJiue 
of  the  Whole  Houap,  and-  made  the  order  for  a 
certain  day,  caa  be  received  as  an  atnendmenc  to 
ihe  resolution' under  considerallon,  embracinfr  a 
diilincl  labjert.  V|rher«upon  Mr.  SpEAKKH'de' 
cidcd,  aa  his  opinion,  that  the  proposed  amend-" 
ment  couU  not  be  receiyed,  unless  the  Cornmiiiee 
of  the  Whole  House  was  discharged  from  ihe 
considerBtioDof  a  resolutloQ  moved  by  Mr.  CniT' 
TENQEN  on  the  lenih  uttirno,  and  severnl  sbbse- 
qoent  reiolutipns  proposed,  and  referred  lo  tbe 
same  Committee  of  (he  Whole  House. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair,  an  appeal 
was  made  by  Mr.  SrANroBo;  and,  on  the  que*- 
tion,  "  Is  l|ie  said  decision  of  the  Chair  correct  V 
it  was  resolved  in  the  aSinnaiiTe-^yeaa  86,'  nays 
32.  as  folloVs: 

YEis—WillU  Alston,  jr.,  EEekielBBCon,DaTrd  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  William  W.Bibb,  William  ^ackledge, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomss  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Bo;Ie,  Robert  Brown,  William  A-  Burwell,  William 
Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Mat- 
thew Claj,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook.  Rich'd  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha.  Daniel  M.  Durell,  John 
W.  Fppea,  William  nnd ley,  Jamu  Fisk,  Meshack 
Frariktin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John 
Heister,  William  Helms,  JemesHalland.DRTid  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Renben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Haley, 
John  O.  JaCkaon,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
Tbomaa  Kman,  Willia;n  Kirkpatitck,  John  Lambert, 


John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Josisfi 
Masters,  William  McCreery,  Daniel  Montgamery,  jr., 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholss  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newholil,  Thomas  Newton, 
Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Ren  of  Penn- 
sylvania,  John  Rhea  ofTennessce,  Jacob  Richards,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Benjamin  Say,  Eberffier  Sesver.  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  ^ 
Jededitih  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  SoDthnrd,  Cle- 
ment Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp-  • 
son,  <>corge  M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  Aien,  Pfailip  Van 
Cortlandt;  Daniel  C.  Verpianck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Rob- 
ert WhitelBtl,  Isaac  Wilhour,  David  R  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn, 

Nats— Elan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  John  CaInpbell,'Epaphroililus  Champion,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  James  Elliot,  Wil- 
liam- Ely,  Franois  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghotson,  jr.,  John 
Harrii,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins, 'James  Kelly, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  I.ewia,  jr.,  Edward  St.  I.oe  Liv- 
ermore,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely.  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  IJuincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rus- 
sell, Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  LewU  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Taltmadge,  Jabes 
Dpham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  md  Kjllian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Lewis,  IO 
amcQd  ihaorifioaLresalutioQ  under  considt^lion, . 
by  adding  to  lEe  end  thereof  ibe  following  words ; 

•'Add,  also,  that  th«  act  approred  on  the  IWelfth  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  entitled 
'  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  supple- 
toentsi;  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  Laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbote  of  tha 
United  States,'  b«  repealed  ob  tbe  first  day  of  January 
heit." 

A  question  of  order  was  moved  by  Mr.  Shiltg. 
whether,  according  to  the  standing  rules  aa<i 
orders,,  the  said  proposed  amendment  could  be 
received  and  acled  upon  by  liie  House.  Where- 
upon, Mr.  Speaker  decided,  as  his  opinion,  that 
it  WBS  not  in  order,  as  it  partihily  embraced  tlie 
substaoe*  of  a  proposed  resolution  already  refer- 
red to  s  Commiilee  tif  tbe  whole  House,  and  not 
considered  or  reported  on  by  the  said  Committee 
to  the  House. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Obair,  so  appeal 
was  made  lo  the  House  by  Mr.  Lewis;  ai>d,  on 
the  question,  "Is  the  said  decision  of  Ibe  Chair 
correct  1"  it  was  resolved  in  ibe  afSruMtive — yeas 
84,  nays  31,  as  follows! 

YsAs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eiekiel 
Bacon,- David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  William  W.  Bibb, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown.  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhonn,  George  W. 
Campbell.  Matthew  Clay.  Jobn  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  , 
M.  Durell,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  FindW,  James 
Fisk,  Moshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L- 
Green.  John  Heister,  Willianl  Helms,  Jamea  Holland, 
David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreya, 
Daniel  Haley,  John  O.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jones.  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpetrick, 
John  Lambert,.  John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  Joeiah  Mas- 
ters, Wiliam  McCreery.  Daniel  Montgemery,  jr.,  John 
M«nlgomei7,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jaremiah  MorrOw, 
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John  Morrow.  Gurdon  8.  Mumfbrd.  Roger  NeUon,  Tho- 
mas Ni!«!.olJ,  Thoina*  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Hicbolsi. 
John  PortDT.  John  Re&  of  PennajlTsnis,  John  Rhe»  of 
TenncBsee.  Jacoli  RichnriJs,  Mitlhias  Richards,  Benja- 
min Say.  Ebcnezer  Seater,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jamea  Sloan, 
Dennis  Smell,  John  Smilie,  Jedediab  K.  Smilb,  John 
Bmilh.  Henry  Kouthanl,  Clement  Storar,  Peter  Swart, 
John  Taylor.  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup.  James 

',1.  Van  Alen.  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  JtMe  Wbaiton, 
Robert  Wliitehill,  laaiC  Wilbour,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alelandei  Wilaon,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richanl  Winn. 
NAia-^Evan  Alexander,  Durwell  Baaaett.  John 
Campbell,  Epsphraditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daveo- 
port.jr.,  J  amen  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Francia  Gardner, 
Thomaia  GhoUon,  jr.,  Edwin  Gray,  Jebn  Harris,  Rich- 
ard Jackaon,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jmeph  Lewii,  jr.,  Edward 
&L   Los   Livermore,   WiUiam    .Milnor,  Jonathan   O. 

'  Moaely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  (juincy,  John  Rua- 
sell,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Sledman,  I^wia  B. 
Slurgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabei 
Vpham,  Archibald  Van  KoTD,  and  KQlian   K.  Van 


The  qaeslion  then  recurring  on  ihe- first  mcm- 
bH  of  the  original  resblutinn.  as  propiHEd  tn  be 
diTidetl  on  B  motion  or  Mr.  D:  R.  WiLLiftMs.and 

bereinhefore  recited  a  division  ot  the  question  ou 
the  first  said  member  of  the  resolution  was  called 
for  b^  Mr.  OabdbhieRj  from  the 


of  the 


.r<l«"Greal£ 


lained  in  the  words  Ibllowing-, 

"  Raolecd,  That  it  ia  cipcdient  tn  prohibit,  by  Ian, 
the  admiaaion  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  all 
pablic  or  private' armed  or  unarmed  ihips  or  Teasels 
belonging  Id  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  Oarognier  spoke  half  aa  hour  in  explana- 
tion of  his  reasons  for  taking  tbe  queiclon  acpa- 
raielyas  to  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  question  being  lakea  thai  |hf  HOii^e  da 
agree  to  the  same,  it  was  rMulved  in  tbe  affirma- 
tive—yeas 92,  nays  29,  as  follows: 

Y>u— Lemoel  J.  Alston,  WUlii  Alatoo,  jr.,  Eiekiel 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bajaett, 
William  W.Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  John  Bloke,  jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  BarweH,  Wilfiam  Buiier,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  Jolin 
Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Eppea, 
Jamea  Pisk,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thonaa  QhMam,  jr., 
Peterson  Goodwin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hetater, 
William  Helms.  James  Holland.  David  Hohnea,  Ben- 
jamin Howard,  Reuben  Hnlnphreya,  Daniel  llsley,John 
G.  Jackson.  Richard  M.  Jobnaon,  Waller  Jonea,  Th«- 
maa  Kenan,  Wilham  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  J(^n 
I.o»e.  Nath'l  MaoOn,  Robert  Marion,  Wm.  MeCreerj. 
Daalel  Mantgameiy,  jr.,  John  Montftomery,  Kicholaa 
R.  Moore.  Thomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow.  John 
MorrDV,  Gurdon  8.  Mamibrd,  Rilg«r  Helann,  Thomaa 
Ncwbold,  'I'bomu  Newlon,  Wila»n  C.  Nicholaa,  John 
Porter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tenneasvs,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias 
RicbanIs,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebenner  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Jaoios  »laan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedo- 
diah  K.  emith,  John  Bmtth,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Rii-hard  Stanford,  Clement  8tot«r,  Paler 
Swart,  John  Taylor,  John  Tbompson,  Abram  Triss, 
Oo*.  M.  Tronp,  JantM  L  Vtn  Ami.  Philip  Van  Cort- 


tandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jeaw 
Wharton.  Robert  WhitehitI,  Immc  Wilboni.  David  R. 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nais — John  Campbell,  Epaphroditus  ChamfriDa, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  j>.,  J ame*  Elliot,  William  Ely,Bareiit 
Uanlenier,  Edwin  Gray,  Job*  Harrli,  Richard  Jack- 
mw.  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Josiah  Masters,  WiUiam 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Timothy  I^tkin.jr..  Joeiah 
Quincy,  John  Russell,  WillUm  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabc* 
Upham,  and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

A  farther  dirisioa  of  the  question  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Ellcot,  on  the  raid  first  member  of  the 
resolution,  on  the  words  ''or  Fiance,"  immedi- 
ately fullpwing  the  nords  "  Great  Briiain,"  here- 
inbefore recited:  And  the  quesiion  being  put 
thereupon, 'it  was  resolved  in  tb«  affinnati*^— 
yeas  97.  nays  24,  a«  follows : 

Yeas— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Abton,  Jan.,  En- 
kiel  Bacon.  David  Bard,  JoApb  Barker,  Burwell  B«»- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackladge,  John 
Blake,  juUi,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  Willism  ,A.  Burwell,  WUIUm  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Oeorge  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton.  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Clitti,  Jt^n 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Darell.  James  El- 
liot,. John  W.  Eppea.  William  Pindley.  Jamea  Flak, 
Meah^ck  Franklin,  Barent  Gaidenier,  Tbonua  Ghol- 
aon,  jun.,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Heiater.  William  Helma.  James  Holland, 
]>Bvid  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Hun- 
pbreys,  Daniel  Haley,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M. 
Johnson;  Walter  Jonea,  Tliomas  Kenan,  Wm.  Kirk- 
patrick. John  Lambert,  John  Love.  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Josish  Masters,  William  McCreery, 
Daniel'  Mootgomery,  jun.,  John  Montgomery,  Nitdw- 
las  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow.  J<An 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Rt^er  Melson.  Thomaa 
Nawbold,  Themai  Newton,  WUaon  C.  Nicholaa.  John 
Poster,  John  Randolph,  John  Ran  of  Penney  Ivan  ia, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthiaa 
Richards,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Samael 
Shaw,  James  Sloan.  Deooia  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jede- 
diah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Haniy 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Storor,  Peter 
Swart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Abiam  Trigc 
George  M.  Troup.  Jamea  L  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Vcrplonck, 
Jene  Wharton,  Robert  WhitehiU,.  laoao  Wilbour.  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  Alexander  WJlMin,  Nathan  WEIsm. 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Niva- 
ditna  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  . 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William  E\j', 
Jobn  Harris.  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  T.ewis,  jun.,  William  Milnor;  Jonathan 
O.  Moaely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,' Joaiah  Quioey.  John 
Rilasell,  William  Stedman,  Lewia  8.  Slui^ea,  Sunnal 
Tnggart.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jahea  Upham,  and 
Killiaii  K.  Van  RooBsclaer. 

And  on  ihe^iuesiion  thai  the  Hoow  do  agree 
lolbesraond  member  of  the  said  second  rniulu- 
iLon.  contained  in  the  words  fullowins.  to  wit: 

■'  Or  to  any  other  of  the  belligerent  Powera  haviog 
in  force  onleia  or  decrees  violating  the  lawful  com- 
merce and  neatral  rights  of  tbe  United  StatB^" 
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It  was  rssolved  in  the  afficmatire— yeas  96, 
DBya26,  aa  foltowa; 

Tiia— Leniiiel  J:  Alelon,  Willii  Alslon,  Jan.,  Bn- 
Ud  Bacon,  DaTid  Bard,  Jouph  Barker,  BuTwell  Bna- 
Hlt,  Wiliiam  W.  Bibb,  WillUm  Blarkleilgs,  John 
Bl*k«,j«n.,  Thomu  Blount,  AdsDi  Sojd.John  Bo;le, 
Robert  Brovn,  William  A.  Burwelf,  William  Butler, 
JoMph  Cajhonn,  a«orga  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Ulaj, 
John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutl*.  John 
DatrMB,  JMeph  Devha,  D«niel  M.  t>arell,  John  W. 
Eppn,  William  Findlej,  Jamea  Fiik,  Meahaek  Frank- 
lin, PrmDcia  Gardner,  Thomai Gholaen,  jun.,  Fetenon 
Goodwjn,  Edwin  Gray, Iwiah  L.Green,  John  Haiitar, 
William  Helma,  Jamw  Holland,  Daiid  Holmu,  Banr 
jvniii  Hpnaid,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ililej, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonea, 
Thomaa  Kenan,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert, 
John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Rnbert  Marian,  Joiiah 
Hasten,  Wn>.  McCreery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John 
Uontgomery,  Nicbolaa  R.  Moore,  Thomai  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Momiw,  John  Moirow,  Gurd<m  S.  Mtrmford, 
Roger  Nelson,,  Thoroaa  Newbold,  Tbomaa  Newton, 
Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Pcrlei.  John  Randolph, 
John  Rra-of  PennsyNanis,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneuee, 
Jacob  Richardi,  Matthias  Richtida,  Benjamin  Say, 
BbeiieaeT  8ea*eT,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jamea  Sloan,  Dennis 
Smallt  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  ^oiiib,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  RicbarJ  StanforJ, 
Clement  Slorer,  Peter  Swart,  'John  Taylor,  John 
Tbompson,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Trnup,  James  L 
Ton  Alea,  Pbilip  Van  Cortlandl,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Daiiiel  C.  Verplanck,  lene  Wbarlon,  Robert  White- 
bill,  Isaac  Wilboor,  DaTid  B.  Williama,'  Aleiander 
Wilson,' Nalban  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Niia — Evan  Alexander,  lobn  Campbell,  Bptphro- 
ditUB  Champion,  Martin  Cbittenden,  John  Culprpcr, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Jas.  Elliot, 
WUIism  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier,  Jobn  RsrrU.  Richard 
JaekM>n,  Robert  Jenkina,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joaeph  Lewis, 
Jan.,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Timothy 
i^kin,  jun.,  Josish  Quincy,  John  HusselU  William 
Sledman,  Lewis  B.  Blorges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
min Talbnadge,  Jabei  l/pham,  and  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rmssalaer- 

The  qiie«itoa  then  being  od  the  residoe  of  the 

a»i<t  reroiation  contaiupdJn  the  following  words: 

"And,  alao,  the  importation  of  sny  goods,  waiesi  or 

merchandise,  the  growlb,  produce,  or  Disnnfacture,  of 

Ihfl  deminians  of  any  aftbe  said  Powers,  or  Imported 

from  any  ptaee  in  tbe  possession  of  cither." 

Mr.  Rahoolpo  inoTed  lo  adjourn^yes  40. 

Mr.  R.  then  spoke  far  about  two  hours  and  a 

half  againnt  the  re&oluiion. 

The  qucaiion  was  then  laken,  and  resolved  in 
the  af&rmatiTe— yeaa  S3,  nays  36,  as  tbibws: 

VK«a — Lemuel  J.  Alalon,  Willis  Aliton,  jon.,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon,  Da*id  Bard,  Joseph  Barkit,  Burwell  Ba>- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilUam  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  JQo.,  Thomai  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burviell,  William  Bultcr, 
Joseph  Calhoun.  George  W.Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Richard  Cults,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph 
Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Epp»,  William 
Pindloy,  Jamca  f  iak,  Meshai^k  Franklin.  FranciaGard- 
ner.  Tbamas Ghotson,  jan-,  PeleiMnOoodwyn,  Edwin 
Grsiy,  lisish  L.  Oreen,  John  Heister,  William  Helma, 
James  Holland,  Uatid  Holnes,  Bsnjkmin  Howard, 
ReuboD  Humphnya,  Daoisl  Ilsley,  John  O.  JaekaMi, 
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Richard  M-  Johnson,  Waller  Jone^  Thomaa  Kenan, 
William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambrri,  Jobn  Lovo,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Roliert  Marion,  William  McCreety, 
John  Montgomery,  >'icholBS  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson.Tbos- 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C  Nichclai,  John 
Portor,  John  Rea  of  FennsyNsnia,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jacob  Richards,  Matthiaa  Richards,  Benjamin 
Say,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Samuel  Bbaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henty 
Southard,  Richard  Htanferd,  Clement  Storer,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Tioap.  James  I.  Van  Alen,  Jeae 
Wbsrton,  Robeit  Whilehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  K. 
Williams,  Aleiander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Niri--Evan  Aleiander,  John  Campbell,  Epa^ro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chiuenden,  John  Culpeper, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Jas.  Elliot. 
William  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier,  John  Harris,  Richard 
Jackson,  Robert  Jenkina,  James  Kelly,  Philip  B.  K«y, 
Joaeph  l^ewis,  Jan.,  MsUhew  Lyon,  Josish  Mastera, 
William  HilnOf ,  Jonathan  O.  Moscly,  Ourdon  6.  MutB- 
ford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josish  Quincy,  Jobn  Rm- 
aell,  James  Sloan,  Lewis  B.  Slurges,  Peter  Swai^ 
Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  John  Tbninp. 
SOD,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabea  Uphsm,  Philip  Van  Cort. 
landt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rmaa- 
laer,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Tiie  msJD  queslioD  was  then  taken  that  ibe 
House  do  agree  to  Uie  said  second  renolulion,  a* 
reported  from  [he  Commit  lee  of  ihe  Whole  House, 
and  resolved  in  the  affiEcnaiiTe— yeas 84,  Dayi30, 
as  follows: 

YsAa— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Ew< 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Barker,  Burwell  Ba>- 
aett,  W  ilUam  W.  Bibb,  \1  illiam  Blackledgf ,  Jshn 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd.  John  Boyle, 
Robell  Brown,  Williitn  A.  Burwell,  William  Buller, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  George  U. Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutis,  Jonn  Dawson,  Joaeph 
Dosha.  Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Eppca,  William 
rinJlej,  Jbs,  Flsk,  Meshack  Franklin,  FfancU  Gard- 
ner, Thomsa  Gholson,  jun.,  Pelrrson  Ooodwyn,  Ed> 
win  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heister,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Bei^amin  How> 
art),  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Jobn  G.  Jaek> 
son,  RichaRl  M.  Johnaon,  Waller  Jonss,  The*.  Kenan, 
William  KiApatrieh,  John  Lamlwrt,  John  Lovs,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  WUiam  MeCratty, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore, 
Joramiah  Monow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  NelsOn,  Thos. 
Nawbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  i}.  Niehuiss,  John 
Portar,  John  Roa  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  ofTen- 
nessee,  Jacob  Ricbsrds,  Matthias  Richards,  Benjaatn 
Say,  Eboneier  Sesver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Uiuslt, 
John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Jobo  Smith,  Henij 
Southard.  Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Slorer,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Troop,  James  I.  Van  Alen.  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharloo, 
Robert  Whitchill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R.  William^ 
Aleiander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— Evan 
d litis  Uhampion 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Jas.^Uiol. 
William  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier,  John  Harris,  Richard 
Jackson.  Robert  Jenkina,  Jnmra  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Kay. 
Joaeph  Lewis,  Jun.,  Matthew  I.yon,  Jasiab  Mastn*. 
William  Milnor,  Junstlian  O.  Mosely, 'I'imothy  PiUin, 
jun.,  Jeslah  t^iney,  John  Rd:>m  I,  Jam  A  S  ojn,  L.  Uu 
Stargo,  Samuel  Togcart,  Benjimla  Talmadgt,  Jsbca 
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DectuBsa,  1608. 


Upham.  Philip  Vtn  Conludt,  ftnd  Killimn  K.  Van 
ReDMcUer. 

Ad<I  od  the  question  thai  the  House  do  codcdt 
wiib  the  Coromiitee  or  the  Whole  in  ibeir  Bj>ree- 
ment  to  the  third  resolution,  in  the  wordi  follow- 
ing, 10  wit : 

Ruolutd,  That  meainriM  ought  to  be  immediatel; 
taken  for  placing  (he  coudItj  in  &  more  eomplete  itate 
of  defcQce ; 

It  was  DDanimouily  resolred  in  ibe  affitmalivi*. 

On  molloci  of  Mr.  Georoe  W.  Campbell, 

Ordered,  Thai  the  second  resoluliun  be  re- 
ferred 10  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of 
the  Meesage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates, at  the  commencement  of  the  present  s»- 
sioD,  as  respects  our  relations  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, with  leave  lo  repotl  thereon  by  way  of  bill, 
ur  bills. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Geoboe  W.  Campbell, 

Ordered,  That  the  third  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  comniillee  appointed,  on  the  8th  ultimo,  on 
•o  much  of  the  said  Messa^^e  from  the  Presideat 
of  the  Uaiied  States  as  relatti  lo  the  Military 
■nd  Naval  Establish  men  ts,  with  leave  lb  report 
thereon  by  bill,  or  bills. 

MoHDAT,  December  19. 

Mr.  HoLMEB,  from  ibe  Commiitee  of  Clarms. 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Augusiin  Serry ; 
which  WES  read  twice,  and  conuQitted  ip  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  lo-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,    ■ 

Haolred,  That  ibe  Commillee  of  Claims  be 
ioslrucled  to  inquire  whctbei-  any,  and,  if  any, 
what,  alterations  are  necessary  to  oe  made  in  the 
laws  relative  to  placing  on  (he  pension  list  those 
persons  who  have  been  wounded  in  the  line  of 
their  duty,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
■ince  the  Revolutionary  war;  and  to  report  there- 
on by  bill,  OT  otherwise.' 

The  bin  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  artnin^,  mauning,  and  Qlting 
out  for  immediate  aervice,  all  the  public  ships  of 
war,  vesuls,  and  guuboals,  of  the  United  States," 
mu  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  lo  whom  was  referred,  on  the  lOtb 
iastaDt,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  aod 
emproyment  of  an  additional  number  of  Navy 
officers,  seamen,  and  marinas. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  ou  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  certain  pensions  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  at 
the  seat  of  Goveroment.  Tbe  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 


ments, be  engrossed,  a 


cad  the  third   t 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cooimitlee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States.  [The  bill  goes  to  au- 
thorize the  circuit  judge  to  hold  district  courts, 
wheie,  from  sickness  or  other  cause,  the  district 
ja<lge  11  unable  to  discharge  hi»  daiies,  and  makes 


the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  judge  of 
competency  io  the  district  judge.] 

Mr.  LivEHMORB  said  such  a  provision  appeared 
necessary,  but  he  thought  there  was  aomctiiiDg 
wrong  in  vesting  the  power  of  determioiDg  on 
the  competency  of  the  district  judge  in  this  way. 
He,  thLrrfore,  moved  that  the  Commillee  rise, 
nrlib  a  view,  if  it  prevailed,  to  move  for  a  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill.      • 

Thiscourse  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  D.  R. 
WiLLriMB,  Tatlpr,  and  Marion,  and  cupporied 
by  Me:tsrs.  Elv,  GaoLBOii,  and  the  mover.  The 
Commillee  rose,  were  refused  leave  to  sit  again, 
and' the  bill  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Dara  presented  a  letter  from  the  Societr 
of  United  Breihren  for  propagating  the  Gospel, 
accompany iiig  a  dunfttion  of  their  works,  which 
was  read. 

MIRANDA'S  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  Love  called  for  iheorderof  tbe  day  on  tbe 
report  of  tbe  comoiiiiee  oo  tbe  subject  of  the 
thirty-six  persons  confined  in  Carthagerw,  South 
America.  The  following  it  the  resolution  i«- 
poTied  by  the  committee : 

Rfohal,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  rcgaaUd  to  adopt  the  mott  immediate  and  e^ffiea- 
cioat  mean*  in  hit  pouier  lo  obtain  from  the  Viceia;  of 
Grenada,  in  South  America,  or  other  proper  anthority, 
the  liberation  of  thirtj-aii  American  citiienf,  coa- 
demned  dq  a  charge  of  piracy,  and  now  held  in  sla- 
very in  the  vaults  of  SL  Clsra,  in  Carthigena,  and  that 
the  sum  of dollars  be  appropilated  to  that  pur- 
Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  to  pbstpone  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  inde^ilely.  Nega- 
tived—50  to  36 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  subject— 39  to  33. 

Mr.  Lai£  moved  to  amend  the  resoluLian  by 
strilting  out  the  words  in  italics,  and  insetting- 
"authorized  to  request." — Carried,  ayes  54. 

Those  gentlemen  who  supported  thi<.resolulioii 
in  the  debate  were  Messrs.  Love,  Lyom,  Bacon, 
NELaoH,  Sloan,  and  Wj,lbocb.  Those  who  op- 
posed it  were  Messrs.  O.'R.  Wiluams,  Taylor, 
Smilie,  Macon,  and  Southabd. 

The  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  retolution, 
among  other  objections,  contended  that  an  agree- 
ment lo  the  resolution  wotild  but  involve  the 
QovetDmeni  in  difficulty  without  answering  anjr 
good  purpose ;  that  ii  would  in  fact  be  aiding  the 
aitempl  of  a. certain  party  to  prove  that  the  Qeu- 
eral  Ouveroment  haa  some  connexion  with  this 
expedition  originally,  which  it  certainty  had  not; 
that  the  facts  sel  forth  in  the  petition  were  wholly 
onsupported  by  evidence;  that  these  persons  had 
engaged  themselves  in  a  foreign  service;  that 
they  had  become  weary  of  the  privileges  of  free- 
men, and  had  entered  into  a  hostile  expedition 
against  a  foreign  couDlry,  and.  in  so  doing,  had 
been  taken,  condemned  tor  piracy,  and  immured 
as  a  punishment  for  that  offence ;  that  tbe  British 
Government,  having  been  at  the  botlooi  of  this 
business,  was  the  proper  power  to  release  these 
persons,  and  indeed  had  applied  to  the  Spanbh 
commaader  fur  the  pijrpose;  that  even  were  the 
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United  Stties  bound  bp  the  laws  of  jnsiiee  or 
hamanity  ttf  intercede  for  tbese  penons,  ihey 
knew  nor  to  whom  lo  make  appficaitou,  and 
would  probably  nieet'wiih  a  Tefuial,  perliaps  a 
rode  one,  ir  any  jadgmenl  conld  be  forai«d  from 
the'  present  siluation  of  onr  aflaira  with  Bpaia  ; 
that  if  genilemea  wished  Tor  objects  on  which  to 
eierciie  iheir  hnmeDity,  ibey  might  find  them 
in  the  lacerated  backs  of  our  impressed  seamen, 
without  ezieodiog  it  to  criminals.  In  reply  to 
an  observation  of  Mr.  Lton,  that  if  we  did  not 
get  these  men  Great  Britain  would  do  bo,  and 
employ  them  to  extend  her  naTal  force,  Mr.  Ma' 
DON  replied,  if  she  did,  she  was  welcome  lo  keep 
them  ;  but  she  was  in  the  habit  of  supplving  her 
Bary  with  senmeti  from  oor  vessels,  without  the 
(rouble  which  the  acquisition  of  these  men  might 
occasion  her. 

Id  reply  to  these  objections,  and  in  support  of 
the  Teaolutton,  the  humanity  of  the  House  was 
strongly  appealed  to.  It  was  urged  that  the  Gor- 
eroraent  could  m  nd  wise  be  involved  by  an  ap- 
peal to  the  generosity  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment j  that  these  men  had  not  wilfully  committed 
piracy,  but  had  been  deluded  under  various  pre- 
tences lo  join  the  expedition ;  that  the^  bad  joined 
it  under  a  belief  that  they  were  entering  into  the 
service  of  the  Uoited  Siaiesj  that  even  admit- 
ting them  to  have  been  indiscreetly  led  to  join 
the  enterprise,  knowing  it  to  be  destined  for  a  for- 
eign service,  yet,  that  they  had  been  sufficiently 
punished  by  the  penalty  they  had  already  under- 
gone; that  it  was  wholly  immaterial  what  iofer- 
ence  any  persons  might  draw  from  the  conduct 
of  the  United  Slates  in  this  respect,  as  to  their 
eoDcern  with  the  original  expedition ;  that  sucEi 
considerations  should  have  no  weight  with  the 
House;  that  if  these,  poor  fellows  wqp  goilty, 
they  had  repeated  of  it ;  and  Mr.  NELaoN  quoted 
on  this  point  the  Scriptures,  to  show  that  there 
should  be  more  joy  over  one  sinner  that  lepent- 
eth  than  over  uinely  and  nine  who  have  no  need 
of  repentance.  In  reply  to  an  intimation  that  it 
was  not  even  ascertained  that  they  were  Ameri- 
can citizens,  Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  one  of 
them  had  bepn  born  io  the  tame  town  in  which 
he  was,  and  was  of  a  reputable  family. 

The  resolution  was  negatived  by  the  Commit- 
tee— 19  to  31. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tion, which  report  the  House  agreed  now  to  coo- 
sider — ayes  57. 

Mr.  Lton  moved  to  adjourn — ayes  34. 

Mr.  FisE  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  con- 
carrence  with  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Gardner  moved  to  adjourn — ayes  34. 

The  question  of  concurrence  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  their  disagreement  lo  the  resolution,  wan 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ykis— T^nmsl  J.  Aliton,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David 
Banl,  JoMph  Barker,  Burwell  Baraolt,  WitliLm  Blsck- 
leJge,  Thomu  Blonnt,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Bravn, 
William  Butler,  Jossi^  Calboua.  Matthew  Gliv,  Jo- 
Mph Deabs,  John  W.  Eppes.  Willbm  Fiadley,  Thom- 
as GhaboD,  jr.,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  John  Heistoi, 
William  Helms,  James  HoUaad,  David  Holmw,  Bottr 
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ja'min  UowsH,  Watter  Jonea,  Jobn  Lambert,  Nathan- 
iel MacoQ,  Robert  Marion,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr., 
Niejbaiss  R.  Moore,  Thomss  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, John  Monow,  Thomas  Nawbold,  Thiinias  New- 
ton, WilioD  C.  Nicbolu,  John  Porter,  Jobn  Rea  of 
Penosjlvania,  Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Bichr 
ards,  MstthiaB  Richards,  Ebcnoxer  Seaver,  Bamnel 
Shsw,  Dennis  Smelt.JobnSmilie,  Jededlah  K.  Smith, 
Samuel  Bmilb,  Henry  Southani,  John  Taylor,  Robert 
Whll^itl,  D.  R.  Williams,  and  Aleiander  WUsan— 50. 
NiTs— Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Martin  Cbiltenden,  John  Clopton,  John 
Cotpsper,  JRmes  Elliot,  James  Fisk,  Francis  Gardner, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  Reuben  Humphreys, 
Daniel  Ilsley,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Wil- 
liam Kirkpatrick,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah 
Masters,  WilHam  McCreerj,  William  Milnor,  John 
Montgomery,  Gordon  B.  Mamford,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Samnel  Riker,  John  Russell,  Benjamin  Say,  James 
Sloan,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Abram  Trigf .  Jabes  Upbam, 
James  I.  Van  Alen,  Archibald  Von  Horn,  aud  Isaaa 
Wilbour— M. 
'    On  motion,  the  Hciuse  adjourned. 


Tdeboay,  December  20. 

A  new  member,  to  wit;  Joseph  Stort,  re- 
turned to  serve  in  this  House,  as  a  member  for 
the  Stale  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  room  of  Jacob 
Crown  in  shield,  deceased,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

An  engrossed  hill  authorizing  the  payment  of 
certain  pensions  ty  the  Secretary  of  War,  Bt  the 
seat  of  Government,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Albsander,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  thirteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  pr«- 
_.  ibing  the  effect  of  records  of  judgment  or  de- 
crees of  courts  of  one  State  in  another  State) 
which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Nni.BOH,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  presented  ■  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  lafirin,. disabled,  and  superannoaied 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  and  orihepreieni 
Army  of  the  United  Slates;  which  was  read 
twice,  aird  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certaiu 
persons  therein  mentioned.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  lo-raortow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  continuing  for  a  fur- 
ther time  the  authority  of  the  CommiMioneis  of 
Kaskaskia.  The  bill  being  gone  through,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  tne  bill,  which  was 
ordered  to  ba  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 


The  bill  authorizing  the  division  and  subdi- 
vision of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington; and  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Knox  county,  Kealucky,  having  gone 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  or> 
dered  to  be  eagtoued  for  a  tbiid  reading. 
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Mr.  Dana  siid,  as  it  was  probable  that  the  sito- 
Btioa  of  ihe  revenue  mi^rht  require  the  consider- 
atioD  or  the  House  during  this  session,  ii  would 
be  acceptable  to  the  iceinbers  of  the  House  to 
have  as  ample  infaniiaiioQOD  the  subject  as  could 
be  conTenientljr  obtained.  From  thi»  and  other 
cousideralioosj  he  was  IndDced  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowitlg  resotutiOD : 

"  Haohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  lioune  «  gcneisl  ititement 
of  the  BUms  annaally  received  B.t  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stales  lince  the  cotamencement  of  the  pro- 
Medings  under  the  Conititutioii,  exhibiting  diilinctly 
llie  proceeds  of  the  customB,  internal  leTenue,  loans, 
and  miacellaneauB  receipts  for  each  year,  with  the 
antosnt  or  the  respectiTc  branchu  of  the  cnatonu,  and 
the  chargBB  thereon." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PoiND£XTER,  after  a  few  prefalory  remarks, 
offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Ktiohed,  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  bill  from  the  Senate  '  fuller  to  amend  the 
indicia!  syBtem  of  the  United  States,'  be  inaCrncted 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  jurisdiction 
(O  the  inperior  court*  of  the  several  Territories  of  the 
United  Slates  in  which  ■  district  coart  has  not  been 
•atablished,  for  Ihe  trial  of  trosson,  and  other  offitnces 
coioniitud  against  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  said  Territories,  and  to  empower 
aaid  courts  to  pronounce  inch  judgment  or  sentence 
on  conviction  of  the  oflender  or  offenders,  as  the  law 

The  leioluitoD  was  agreed  to. 
THE  EMBARGO. 

A  motiOQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Cbittehoeh  that 
the  House  do  dow  resolve  itself  into  a  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  a  resolulion  proposed  by 
bim,  the  leoih  ultimo,  for  a  repeal  of  the  several 
acts  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uuiled  States ; 
sod  the  question  being  t^ken  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  49,  nays  64,  aa  follows : 

TiAs — Evan  Alexander,  Burwell  Bassett,  Thomas 


Krt,  jr.,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
iient  Gsrdsnier,  Edwin  Uray,  John  Hsrria,  William 
Helmsi  David  Holmes,  Daniel  Hsley,  Kdiard  JaiAaon, 
Bobert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  William  Eirkpatrick, 
John  Lambert,  Edward  St.  Lo*  Livermore,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Wiilinm  Milnor,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonalhjtn  O.  Moaely,  Timothy 
Pitkin, Jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaice. 
Jacob  Riehiirds.  John  RusBell,  James  Sloan,  Samuel 
Smith,  Ricbsrd  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Slurges,  Samuel 
Taggarl,  Benjamin  TallmadEe.  John  Taylor,  Abram 
Trigg,  Jabei  Upbam,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  Jesie  Wharton,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nirs— Lemuel  J.  Aliton,  Wdlie  Alston,  jr.,  Bie- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  William  W. 
Bibb,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brosm, 
William  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, Matthew  CUy,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cults, 
John  Dawson,  Josiah  Dcane,  Daniel  M.  Duiell,  Wil- 
liam Findley.  Meahaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Gbotsoa, 
jr^,  Peterson  Goodwin,  laaiab  L>  Graea,  John  Haialei, 


James  Hollaail,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Bnm- 
phreys,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Joha 
Love,  William  McCreery,  Daniel  Monlgoioory,  jr., 
John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  For* 

.  John  Fugh,  John  Rea  of  Pentujlvania,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Bemamin 
Say,  Ebeneier  Beaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Clement  Storer,  Joseph  Story,  Peter  Swart, 
John  Tbompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehUl, 
Isaac  Wilbour.  Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wikoa, 
end  Richard  Winn. 

POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  Btakfobd  moved  the  following  ruolntion, 
observing  that  he  thought  it  important  «t  this 
particular  juncture  iu  our  afikirs,  that  some  pro- 


n  should  he  made  ti 
I   by  n 


ibtUh  a 

:eat  of  the  General 
ind  Stale  Governments,  as  direct,  certain,  and 
expeditious  as  passible.  This  not  beine  (he  cas« 
at  present,  his  object  waa  to  instruct  the  propet 
committee  to  malce  the  necessary  inquiry: 

"  Eaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Poal  Office* 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establiahing  a  mail  stage  from  Fayetteville, 
in  North  Carolina,  to  Cheraw  court-house,  Camden, 
Columbia,  Augusta,  and  MilledgeviJle,  in  Georgia,  and 
that  Ibey  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REVENUE  BONDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.ItEWTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senaie  supplemental  to  an  act  fot 
extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue  bonds 

This  bill  provides  that  the  payment  df  all  bonds 
given  subsequent  Is  the  date  of  the  act,  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  for  duties  on  coffee,  sugar, 
&c.,  imporied  into  (he  United  Slates,  and  for 
duties  on  other  imporiatioDs  of  the  same  articles, 
shall  be  suspended  during  the  continuance  of  tbe 
embargo. 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  an  amendment  to  ths 


excepting  from  its  scope  those  articles  im- 

poried  by  pettnittion,  (coafoi 


lably  to  the  atip- 


emediBry  embargo  law,)  in  payment  for  debts 
due  from  foreign  countries. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  a  new  section  to  the 
bill  for  refunding  sDch  of  the  above  dutiea  as 
have  already  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  sub- 
ject to  repayment,  however,  on  the  same  condi- 
tions as  other  duiiea  of  the  same  description. 

Some  desultory  discussion  took  place  on  this 
amendment;  and  a  motion  was  made  that  tbe 
Committee  rise  to  give  time  for  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject,  and  carried  ;  and  the  bill 
was  recommitted  to  the  .Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manuficiurea. 

NAVIGATION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Dana  observed  that  he  had  a  few  daysago 
submitted  a  resolution  for  auihorixiog  the  own- 
era  of  merchant  vessels  permitted  to  arm  to  asso- 
ciate for  common  defence  i  which  had  beea  n- 
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ferred  to  the  Committee  of  (he  Whole,  to  wfaom 
WBs  referred  the  motioD  (o  repeal  the  embai^o. 
Mr.  D.  obaeived  that  vessels  engaged  in  certnio 
trades,  a'3  id  the  East  lodla  trade,  were  already 
permitted  to  arm.  He  wiehcd  that  a  general 
law  should  be  passed  anlhorizing  the  owners  of 
SQch  Tessels  to  associate  far  comiaon  de^Dce,  to 
keep  off  pirates  in  time  of  peace,  or  bellig-erent 
assault  ia  time  of  war.  It.  was  a  resofuLioo 
wholly  UDConoected  wilh  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
Iwrgo}  he  therefore  moTed  that  ih«  Commiliee 
of  ibe  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further 
eon  si  deration  of  the  resolution.— Agreed  lo,  and 
referred  to  Messrs.  Dana,  ^oinot,  McCrgebt, 
Mdmposd,  and  Say. 

On  ntotion,  the  Hoase  adjourned. 

Wednesdat,  December  21. 
Mr.  Tbohas  preaenied  to  the  House  eertain 

Ceedings  of  [he  grand  jary  of  ihe  county  of 
dolpb,  in  Ihe  IndjanaTerritory,  at  a  circuit 
court  held  in  and  for  the  said  county,  in  the 
month  of  Norember  last,  stating  the  Hardships 
and  ineoDTeniences  to  which  ihe  persons  compo- 
sing Ihe  said  grand  jury,  and  other  inhabiiaats 
of  ibe  county  aforesaid,  bare  been  and  are  now 
sabjected.  In  consequence  of  their  coonexion 
with  the  people  situated  in  that  parlof  the  Ter- 
ritory easlward  of  the  river  Wabash,  and  pray- 
isg  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  shall  aeem  meet.— Referred  to  Che 
committee  appointed,  the  (birteeoih  insianc,  lo 
ioquira  into  the  expediency  of  diriding  the  [ndi- 
Boa  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barkbh, 

Ratdvrdj  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufaotares  be  directed  to  inqaire  whether 
any  alieration  or  ameodmeot  of  an  act  passed 
last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  for 
ereetjne  a  light-house  on'  the  south  side  of  the 
island  Sapelo,  and  for  placing  buo]rsand  beacOos 
in  seTeral  places,"  be  necessary,  in  order  that 
taid  act  may  comport  with  the  several  petitions, 
on  which  said  act  was  grounded,  and  report  such 
ftn  amendatory  bill  a«  may  be  necessary. 

Hr.  Btobv  presented  several  petitions  on  differ- 
ent sohjects.  Amongst  ihem  was  one  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Maiblehead,  praying  foriber  bounty 
on  their  fish.  In  introducing  this  petition,  Mr. 
S.  read  a  letter  from  the  petitioaers  to  faim  ea- 
closing  the  petition.  He  moted  the  reference  of 
Ibe  peiitioB  to  the  Commiliee  of  Ways  and 
Mea  ns. — A  greed .  to. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMB  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  the  letter  just  read;  and  observed  ihat  he  was 
rejoiced  to  hear  that  their  fish  was  not  aU  tpoiied 
with  keeping,  as  bad  been  so  often  predicted  and 
asserted.  - 

An  engrossed  bllt  to  revive  and  coniioae  the 
BUlhoriir  of  the  Commissiooers  of  Easkaskia, 
WMs  read  ibe  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  proprietors 
of  squares  and  lots  in  the  City  of  Washiagton 
to  have  the  same  subdivided,  and  admitted  to 
record,  was  read  the  third  time,'Bnd  passed. 


An  engiiossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  per- 
sons therein  mentioned  was  read  the  third  time, 

Retolved,  That  tbe  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
White,  and  others," 

CAPTAIN  PIKE'S  EXPEDITION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Montgohebv,  the  Honw 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  hill  making  compeOMtitoti  to  Z.  M.  Pike 
and  his  companions. 

EThe  first  section  of  this  IkU  grants  lo  OaptKin 
e  and  his  companions  a  certain  quantity  of 
land.  The  second  section  allows  them  doable 
pay  during  the  time  they  were  engaged  in  ex- 
ploring the  Western  conntry.] 

Mr.  Stamfobd  moved  to  strike  out  the  firat 
section  of  the  bill:  which  was  negatived— 53 
to  38. 

The  second  section  was  stricken  out— 4S  to  35. 

A  considerable  debate  took  pla^  on  this  bill, 
in  which  Messrs.  Montqomebt,  LroK,and  Ai>BX< 
ANDEB,  supported  the  bill;  and  Messrs.  Maoom, 
Dobell,  Stanc obd,  and  TALLMAnge,  opposed  il. 

The  bill  being  gone  through,  was  reported  to 
the  House- 


December  22. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effectual  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates,' and  the  several  acts  aapplemeniary  there- 
to ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  ooncorrence  of  this 

Mr.  Lbwis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  authorizing  a 
lottery  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose 
of  fioishrng  a  church  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of  the 
Episcopal  Congregation  in  the  said  city ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  Friday  next— 48  to  35. 
FOREIGN  LIOBNSHS. 

Mr.  Newtok  reported  a  bill  '*  to  deprive,  in  eer- 

in  cases,  vessels  of  their  American  character, 
and  to  prevent,  under  certain  disabilities, any  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  taking  a  license  from 
any  foreign   Power  to  navigate  the  ocean,  or  to 

ide  wilh  any  other  foreign  and  independent 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  every 
ip  or  vessel  which  sailed  for  a  foreign  port  or 

place  on  or  before  tbe  day  of  180  , 

shall,  in  case  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  return 

0  some  port  or  place  on  or  before  the day  of 

1809,  forfeit  and  lose  all  the  benefits  and 

irivileges  appertaining  lo  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the 
Jnited  States,  dbc. ;  provided,  such  vessel  be  not 
detained  by  capture  or  by  an  embargo,  and  whea 
deiaiaud  shall  return  so  soon  as  released. 
The  second  section  provides,  that  if  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States  shall  solicit,  Uke,  accept,  or 
use,  or  suffer  any  person  acting  under  his  or-  net 
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authority  lo  solicii,  take,  accept,  or  use  r  licease 
or  permission  procured  fiom  any  foreign  Power 
Khalsoever  fur  liis  or  her  vet^el  to  pass  lo,  or  trade 
wilbjSny  foreign  anJ  JDdepeoileni  Power,  sucb 
per!<an  shall  be  constijetcil  as  hadng  cammitted 
k  high  offence ;  for  the  coinmisiion  of  which  he 
or  she  shall  forfeit  the  right  bdiI  privilege  of 
owning  or  iiaTij[»tiiig  ever  nfterwardit  any  vessel 
parsunnt  to  the  laws  of  the  Utiiied  Btulex.  This 
MClioi)  to  commence  lod  be  in  opeiHtion  from 
■nd  after  the day  of 1809.] 

The  bill  wBi  twice  lead,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mititv  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  O&aDNEK.  after  a  few  prefatory  observa- 
tions, in  which  be  stated  hia  wish  to  ooiaio  a  di- 
rect decision  on  the  question  of  the  eoibargo,  and 
bia  anxiety  and  thai  of  hia  coDStituentB,  (bat  it 
^ould  be  repealed,  and  ibai  the  parting  word 
from  his  neighbors  was,  ''  for  Ood's  ^ake  lake  off 
the  embargo  before  you  return,"  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing resolaiion; 

Seiolved,  That  the  acU  liying  an  cmhargo  an  all 
ttle  thipa  and  tcbuIi  nithin  the  porta  and  harbors  of 
the  United  Btateai  and  the  weral  acts  supplementaij 
thiTBto,  be  lepealed  on  the  fint  «f  Febmirf  ~ 

The  Sfeaeek  declared  this  molioD  lo  be  out 
of  order,  aa  a  similar  motion  was  already  before  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

ENFORCING  THE  EMBARGO. 
A  bill  from  the  Eeoate  for  enforciDg  and  mak- 
ing effectual  the  embargo  laws,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

It  was  then  read  the  second  time — aye«  79 — 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  question,  for  what  day  It  should  be  the 
order,  Monday,  the  most  diEtant  day,  was  oega- 
lived— 55  to  47. 

To-morrow  and  Saturday  were  iben  named. 
[Thequestion  must,  by  the  rales  of  (he  House,  be 
taken  on  the  moat  dislantday.] 

Mr.  Q411HOY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ot 
the  question  whether  it  should  be  postponed  tit 
Saincday. 

On  this  raoiioD  a  abort  but  warm  discussioc 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Smilie,  Eppes,  and  Ba 
CON,  opposed  the  postponement,  as  it  woulJ  servi 
BO  purpose  but  to  delay  enforcing  the  measure 
and  MesHrs.  Oardencer,  Elliot,  Qd[nct,  Liv 
SBMORE,  Slo&k,  Lton,  Macon,  and  Dana,  sup 
ported   the  postponement  till  Salurday,  in  orde 

to  give  lime  for  full  consideration  aadi '" 

lion  of  the  bill.  Messrs.  Gardekieh, 
QoiHCT.  LiVERMOSE,  LvON,  and  Sl 
Dounced  the  principles  of  the  bill  itself. 

It  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday 
in  preference  to  Monday— 61  lo  58,  as  follows: 

YaAS — Evan  Alexander,  Joi.  Barker.  John  Blake, 
jr-  John  Cunpbcll,  Epaphrodilui  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Culpeper,  Bamoel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Dorall,  James  Elliot,  Wil- 
fiam  Ely,  Barent  Gsrdcnier,  Frencia  Gardner,  James 
M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaxah  L.  Green,  John  Har- 
lia,  William  Helms,  Reubrn  Humphreyg,  Daniel  Ils- 
ley,  Ricbard  Jackaoh,  Robert  Jenkins,  JameB  Ki-lly, 
Joaepfa  Lewi*,  jr.,  Sdnanl  SL  Los  Livermore,  Edward 


Llajd,  Matthei*  Ljon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mb> 
rioa,  William  Milnar,  Nichola*  R.  Moore,  Jereuiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Gunlon 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbotd,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Joaieh  (juincj,  Saoiuel  Riker,  John  Runelt,  Jamea 
8loan,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, William  Sledman,  Joseph  Story,  Lewia  B.  Sturgea, 
Peter  Swnit,  Samuel  Taggarl,  Benjamin  Tallmadga, 
John  Thompaon,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabra  Uphsm,  JaniM 
I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  CorlUndC,  Archibald  Von 
Horn.  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R. 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Wilson, 

Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Bnrwell  Baaaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUIiun 
Blackledgo, Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwetl,  William  Butter. 
Jasepb  CsIboitD,  Mattheir  Ola;,  Jolui  Cloptan,  Sich- 
ird  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deane,  Joseph  De- 
iha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Findley,  Meahack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Pctetaon  Goodnyn,  John  Heia- 
ter.  Jams*  Holland,  David  Holmea,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, iiAti  G.  JaekaoD,  RicliaTd  M.  Johnson,  Waltac 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpatrici,  John 
Lambert,  John  Love,  William  McCreei;,  Daniol 
Monlgomery,  Jr.,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moora, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilsoo  C.  Nicholas, 
John  Rea  of  Pennayliania,  John  Rhea  of  TcDneaaee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ebeneier  Seavai,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennia  Smelt,  JabB 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Clement 
Storer,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Trouji,  Robert  Whito 
hill,  and  Richaid  Winn. 

SEAMEN  AND  MARINEa 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
employ  an  additional  numbed  of  seamen  and  ma- 
rines. To  the  same  Committee  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  fit  oot  all  the  frigates,  &e. 

Mr.  Nelsok  stated  that  ibe  President  had  al- 
ready aulbnrily  to  fit  out  the  vessels  of  tfie  Uni- 
ted States,  but  was  authorized  to  employ  bat 
I,<iS5  seamen.  It  was  now  proposed  to  fit  out 
171  gunboats  and  ten  smell  vessels  of  war,  fot 
which  purpose  2.000  seamen  and  marines  and 
proportionate  midsbiptfieD  and  corporab  were 
wanted. 

Mr.  Stopt  moved  that  the  present  bill  lie  oil 
the  table  in  order  to  lake  up  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ;  whieh  was  negatived — 53  lo  38. 

Mr.  Newton  moved,  to  insert  4,440  seamen, 
wishing  at  this  lime  to  strengthen  lie  Elecuiive 
arm,  to  give  nnthority  to  employ  all  our  vessels ; 
which  was  negatived — yeas  38. 

It  was  agreed  to  insert  2,000— yeas  71. 

The  principle  of  the  bill  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Varhdm,  Newton,  NsLeoN,  and  8toht, 
and  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Micon,  Holland,  aud 
D.  R.  Williams. 

It  was  urged  on  the  one  hand  that  the  nation 
should  be  placed  in  a  complete  slate  of  defence, 
and  all  the  active  force  of  the  nation  be  called 
into  action  ;  and  on  the  other,  in  addition  10  (he 
general  argumeni»  against  a  naval  force,  that  the 
present  embar^  and  non-intercourse  system  was 
at  variance  wjth  a  system  of  active  preparation  ; 
that  if  one  be  adopted,  the  other  is  unnecessary. 
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The  bUnk  for  the  approprialioQ  was  filled  wilh 
81.649,895  98. 

The  Commiltee  rose  and  reported  ihe  bill,  and 
obtained  leave  (o  ait  afain  oa  tbe  bill  from  the 
Senate — yeas  61. 


Anei 


Friday,  Decetnber  33. 
sed  bill  autho: 


merossed  bill  authorizing  ibe  appointment 
and  employ  tnent  of  aD'addiiioDal  number  of  navy 
officers,  Eeamea.  and  marines,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Newtoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
nierce  and  Manufactures,  preeeated  a  bill  author- 
izing the  issniog  of  ilebeotures  in  certain  cases ; 
vhich  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Oom- 
miitee  of  Ihe  Wbole  on  Tuesday  next. 

DOMESTIC  SALT. 
Mr.  Bi]RWEi.L  offered  the  following  resolntion  ■ 
Rtmilvtd,  That  it  'a  expedient  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
tent to  which,  the  article  of  lalt  a  or  can  be  lupi^ied 
60m  the  (all  catabliBhiaents  within  Iho  United  States ; 
and  that  rlTeeltial  menna  be  imiDediB.Ie]y  taken  to  pro- 
care  a  luppl;  equal  to  our  consomplian. 

Mr.  B.  observed  that  it  would  be  perceived  hj 
Ibe  House  that  the  object  which  be  had  in  view 
was  to  inquire  into  the  capacity  of  the  United 
Slatea  to  produce  M  article  of  our  consumption 
so  essential  that  it  could  not  be  dispensed  with. 
He  beliered  it  to  be  a  fact  that  in  some  parli 
of  the  United  Slates  salt  existed  to  a  great  exteqt ; 
that  in  the  Weslera  country  there  were  saline 
■prioffs  which  prodneed  better  salt  than  that  im- 

Krted.  In  the  Stale  of  New  York,  particularly, 
had  been  informed  that  salt  was  sold  at  those 
salines  at  one  dollar  per.  bbl.  of  five  Ijushels.  The 
reason  why  so  much  had  been  heretofore  im- 
ported was,  that  vessels  going  to  Liverpool  with 
our  heavy  produce,  brought  back  salt  as  batlasL 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  scarcity  of  this  ar- 
ticle, spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Maseacbu- 
seits  (Mr.  LivESMORE,)  the  other  day,  did  exist. 
The  quantity  in  the  country  was  found  by  the 
speculators  far  10  exceed  that  spoken  of;  and  the 
asceilaioiag  this  fact  had  arrested  their,  opehi- 
tiona — salt  having  fallen  in  Baltimore  to  SO  or  85 
cents  a  bushel. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  the  committee  to  be  appointed  do  consist  of 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Garoenier,  that 
Ihe  House  do  lecoasider  ihcit  vote,  directing  that 
the  commiltee  appointed,  pursuant  to  the  fore- 
going resolntion,  stiall  consist  of  seven  members; 
and  the  gue^lion  being  taken  thereupon,  it  was 
resoWed  in  the  aBirmalive. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Oardemier, 
Ihat  the  committee  on  the  said  resolution  du  con- 
sist of  seventeen  members :  and  the  question  be- 
iag  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. And  Mr.  BoRWell,  Mr.  Kirkfatrick,  Mr. 
Livermore,  Mr.  BijACKLEnaE,  Mr.  Jacob  RtCH- 
ARoa,  Mr.  MosELT,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Nicholab 
R.  Moore,  Mr.  Stoker,  Mr,  Jgbeuiah  Morrow, 
Ur.  Trodp,  Mr.  Lekoel  J,  Alston,  Mr.  How. 


ARD,  Mr.  Samdel  Smith,  Mr.  Whahtoi^,  Mr. 
WiLGODR,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  were  appointed  a  coio- 
!e,  pursuant  ihersto. 

motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Garoner,  [hat  the 
ulion  proposed  by  Mr.  Livebuore,  on  the 
seveoieenlh  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
permission  to  certain  vest^els  to  "clear  out  anU 
depart  from  the  pons  and  harbars  of  the  United 
Stales  for  the  purpose  of  iraporting  salt,"  be  re- 
ferred to  the  commiltee  last  appoioted:  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

The  said  proposed  resolution  was  then  again 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  agreed  to  by  tht 
House,  in  the  words  fullowing,  to  wit: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Commiltee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  uf  allowing  certain  vessels  10  clear 
out  and  depart  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  State.*!,  for  the  purpose  of  importiag  salt; 
and  that  they  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  olherwiie. 
BEAMEN  AND  HARlNEa 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  reported  on  the  twenty-second  instant, 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  Ihe  appointment  anil 
employment  of  an  additional  number  of  Navf 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,"  which  lay  on  the 
table:  Whereupon,  the  second  amendment,  to  fill 
up  the  blank  in  the  eighth  line  of  the  bill  with 
the  words,  "  thousand,"  was,  on  the  question  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House — yeas  77, 
nays  29,  as  follows; 

¥■«■ — Evan  AieisBder,  Lcmncd  J.  Aliton,  \fiilh 
Alston,  jnn.,  Joasph  Barker,  Bnrwell  BisMtt,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd.  John  Bojle,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam  A.  BarwatI,  William  Bntler,  Jtwpph  Calbonn, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
John  Culpeper,  Joha  Dawson,  Joseph  Detha,  Daniel 
M.  Darell,  Jdin  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Findle;,  Juum 
Fiek,  Meshack  Fnuklin,  James  M.  Gsmetl,  Thomaa 
GholsDi^  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyo,  Edwin  Gnj,  Jphn 
Ueister,  Davii)  Heloies,  Benjslnin  Howard,  Reaben 
Hnmphrey),  Daniel  Ilsley,  Richud  M.  Jahnsan,  WiUlaT 
Jones,  Thomu  Kenan,  William  Kiikpvtiick,  John 
Lambert,  John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  Daniel  Mont- 
^mery,  jr.,  John  Montgnmerj,  NichoU*  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mottoi*,  Qiu> 
don  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas, 
John  Porter,  John  Fugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Manhia*  Richards,  Simnel  Riker, 
Lemnel  tjawjer,  Gbeneier  Beaver,  Simuel  Shaw, 
James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smtlie,  Jedediah  K. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Bamacl  Smith,  Clement  Storer, 
Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Geoi^ 
M.  Troop,  Jsmea  I.  Van  Alen,  PhUip  Van  Corttandt, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whits' 
hill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Altlander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wil. 
son,  and  Riehud  Winn. 

Nais— Eukiel  Bacon,  William  BIsckledge,  JiAa 
Blake,  jr.,  John  Campbell,  Epapbroditni  ChsmpiOB, 
John  Davenport  jr.,  Josiih  Dcane,  Birent  Gardenier, 
Francis  Gmrdoer,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  WiUiam  Helms, 
Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jtt^ 
Edward  Llojd,  Nathaniel  Hocon,  WilliuB  Hilnor, 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Thomsa  Nenton,  Timothy  P'lU 
kin,  jun.,  Richard  SUnlbrd,  William  Bledman,  Josepk 
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Sttn;,  LefriB  B.  Sturgea,  Benjunin  Tillmxlgs,  Abram 
Trigg,  Jabez  Uphun,  AtchibaJd  Van  Horn,  and  Divid 
K.  Wiltiami. 

The  oiher  amendmenlii  reported  from  ihe  Com- 
millee  of  ihe  'Whole  being  twice  read,  were,  on 
the  question  seveiBlly  put  ihereupou,  agreed  to 
bf  the  House. 

A  new  seetioD  \o  the  bill  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Story,  authorizing  the  President  to  hire  sundry 
Tessels  to  enforce  Ihe  embargo  and  revenue  laws, 
and  appropriating  money  for  the  purpose. 

The  SpEisGR  said  it  could  not  be  in  order,  as 
all   bills  having  appropriations  of  money  must 

W'viously  be  discussed  in  Comniiltee  of  the 
hole. 

Mr.  Stort  withdrew  (he  amendmenl,  observ- 
ing that  on  reflection,  his  object  could  be  met  by 
the  bill  on  the  subject  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLtAHS  made  a  few  observations 
JD  opposilioa  to  the  bill;  staling  thai  the  idea  of 
naval  defence  was  ridiculous  and  futile.  If  gen- 
tlemen were  for  war,  be  would  go  with  tEenj 
with  all  his  soul  at  the  proper  time ;  but  did  not 
like  these  half  measures.  If  the  House  went  bn 
in  this  extravagant  maaoer  It  woujd  lead  the 
country  to  ruin.  Loans  would  have  to  be  re- 
torted lOj  and  (hey  would  then  be  able  to  coDlinue 
the  embargo,  which,  if  persisted  in  sternly,  be 
believed  would  obtain  for  us  belter  terms  than 
could  be  had  after  ihe  most  triumphant  war  (hat 
gentlemen  could  Imagine. 

The  yeas  and  nay*  were  taken  on  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried— yeas  9^ 
nays  17,  as  follows: 

YiiR — Etui  Aielander,  Lemnet  J.  Alston,  junior, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  Sarid  Bftrd,  Jcueph  Barker,  Burviell 
Bioett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  BlackUdge,  John 
Blaks,  jun.,  Thomu  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Bojie, 
Robert  Brown,  WilliBia  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Qeorge  W.  Campbell,  Matlhen  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Rtchud  CutJ^  John  Davaon,  Josiah 
Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Dimiel  M.  Durell.  Jamea  Elliot, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jaa.  Pisk,  Meihaek 
Franklin,  Barent  Gardenier,  Thomas  Gbolson,  jr.,  Ps- 
tenon  Goodwyn,  Ednin  Graj,  laaiah  L.  Green,  John 
Harris,  John  Heiiler,  William  Helmi,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Hoivard,  Heuben  Humphreya,  Daniel  Ildey, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jonea,  Thomai  Kenan,  WiUiam  Kirkpatriok, 
JobnLambart,  John  Love,  Kobeit  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  William  Milnor,  Duoiei  MontgomeFv,  jr.,  John 
MonlgDmeij,  Nicholaa  B.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Onrdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Neboa,  Thomas  Nevrbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter, 
John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob  Richards, 
Matthias  Richarda,  Samnc!  Riker,  Ebenexer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  R. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Clement  9torcr, 
Joseph  Story,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Peter  bnart,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  James  I. 
Van  Alen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Jeaae  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,Alei- 
•nder  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — John  Campbell,  Epaphroditns  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Culpeper,  Jamea  Holland, 
Richatd  Jackson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Nathaciel  Macon, 
JiMah  Muter*,  JonathanO.Moselj.Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^ 


Samuel   Smith,  Rtdwrd  Stanford,  Samnet  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabei  Upham,  and   David  R. 

Williams. 

DANIEL  COTTON. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ibe  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
laiiDs  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Cotton. 
[This  is  a  case  in  which  the  petitioner's  vessel 
as  chartered  by  the  United  Slates  to  go  to 
unis.     Whilst  tliere,  she  was  compelled  lo  go 
I  a  voyage  by  the  Bey,  (under  the  authority  of 
e  existing  treaty  with  the  United  States,  whicb 
permits  the  Bey  to  use  any  merchant  vessel  of 
the  United  Stales  paying  therefor  a  retuimabU 
ipensation,)  who  paio  a  certain  sum  for  tbe 
rter,  but  not  tbe  amount  which  the  service 
worth.     The  petitioner  claims  tbe  balance 
from  the  United  States,  as  he  undertook  the  voy- 
age without  a  kno'pledge  ofi  or  previous  to,  the 
existence  of  tbe  treaty,  and  was  compelled  under 
that  treaty  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  for  the  Bey, 
'  a  loss  to  himself.] 
The  report  was,  after  considerable  discussioD, 
agreed  to, 63  to  30.  The  Commiitee  reported  ihcic 
agreement  to  the  House,  who  concurred  in  it, 
and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  with  instructions  to  brjog  in  a  bill. 

FOREIGN  HELATIONS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  Ibe 
President  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  Houie  of  Rrpramtativa  of  the  UnUed  S(aft»  i 

According  lo  the  request  of  the  House  of  Repreaea- 
tatives,  in  their  resolution  or  November  eleventh,  that 
copies  should  be  laid  before  them  of  all  acta,  decrees, 
orOeia,  and  proclamations,  affecting  the  commereial 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  iaaued  or  enacted  by  Great 
Britain  and  France,  or  any  other  belligerent  Power, 
since  tbe  jaar  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetjr- 
one,  and  also  of  an  act  placing  the  commerce  of 
America  in  English  ports,  upon  the  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nation,  I  novr  transmit  them  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  of  such  of  them  as  bale  been 
attainable  in  the  Department  of  State,  and  are  sup- 
posed to  have  entered  into  the  views  of  the  House  of 


TH.  JEFFERSON. 

DaciaaiB  S3,  1S08. 

The  Message,  together  with  tbe  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  which  accompanied  the  same, 
were  read  ;  the  reading  of  the  remainder  of  the 
documents  accompanying  the  said  Message  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  and  ob- 
jection being  made  thereto  by  Mr.  Newton,  the 
question  was  taken,  "Shall  the  residue  of  tbe 
said  documents  be  now  read?"  and  passed  in  (be 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alexander,  that 
the  said  Message  and  documents  do  lie  on  tbe 
table  J  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it 
passed  io  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  five  thousand  copies  of  the  same 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  tbis. 
House. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Mt.  HoLMBB,  from  the  Commiilee  of  Cltims, 
prcMDied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  ColtoD  ; 
wbieb  was  reail  tiricr,  and  committed  to  a  Com' 
mitcee  of  the  Whole  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  eommtUee  appointed, 
on  tbe  fifreenih  instant,  "  to  inquiry  into  ih^  ex- 
pediency of  exlending  the  right  of  nuffnge  in 
the  Indians  Terrllor^."  pte»ealed  a  bill  extend- 
ingihe  right  of  suffrage  ID  the  IndiBDa  Territory, 
■od  for  otner  pnrpotes;  nhicb  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tbgrsday  next. 

Tbe  Spbjkeb  laid  before  [be  House  a  ietter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit  ling 
a  ilatetnent  of  ihe  estimates  of  appropriations  for 
tbtteivice  of  tbe  year  1809;  alio, asiaiemcnt  of 
lfa«receipta  and  expendituret  or  tbe  United  Slates, 
for  the  year  ending  ibe  30ib  of  Seplember,  1808 ; 
which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Commiitee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Ur.  B&BKGR  presented  a  representation  of  lun- 
irj  Inhabitants  of  Hanover,  in  the  eotioty  of  Ply- 
iDooCh,  and  State  of  Masiacha.'eiis,  staling  that 
the  late  appointment  of  Electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  Dnited  Slates,  by  tbe 
Legislamre  of  thai  State,  is  irregular  and  uncon- 
imotional.  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  tbe 
taid  Legislature  to  lay  the  aame  before  (he  Qar- 
ernor  of  ihe  Slate  for  his  approbation,  as  the  law 
thereof  directs;  and  prajing  that  theCongressof 
tbe  United  Slates,  when  tbe  Electoral  Tolea  are 
opened  and  connled,  will  .take  the  subiecl  into 
their  consideration,  and  prereni  the  establish  men  I 
of  to  daj>geroui  a  pfecedeol. — Ordered  lo  lie  on 
the  uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbi.btok, 
Ordered,  That  tbe  several  memorials  of  tbe  of- 
ficers or  the  late  ReroluiioDary  army,  preaented 
lo  this  House  ibe  first,  seventh,  and  twelfib  inst., 
be  referred  to  Messrs.  WaABTON,BBi.VBH,  Helus, 


Mr.  Stobv  oflered  ihe  following  resolutioi 
Bfohed,  That  a  eommitlee  be  sppointed  toajnaidsT 
whethei  anT,aiid,  if  any,  wfastunendmenta  are  neces- 
mij  to  the  act,  aniitled  "An  act  &r  the  pnniihmenlof 
eenain  ciioMB  ■gnimt  the  United  Btate^'  with  Libwrty 
lOTeport  bj  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  STAitrORn  inquiring  as  to  the  precise  ob- 
ject of  ibis  resolulion, 

Mr.  Stort  replied,  that  his  object  was  merely 
to  d«6ae  certain  crimes  now  loosely  defined,  and 
to  provide  a  punisbmeoi  for  some  crimes  now 
eommitled  with  impunity. 

The  resoloiion  was  adopted— ayes  6S. 

Messrs.  Stort,  Dana,  NBLeoK,  Troop,  and  J. 
G.  Jackson,  form  the  committee. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  to  citntii 
ID  force,  for  a  further  time,  the  first  seeiion  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  protect  ihe  com- 
merce and  seamen  of  ibe  United  States  against 
tbe  Barbary  Powers ;"-  which  waa  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-monow. 


ENFORCING  THE  EMBARGO. 
Tbe  order  of  ihe  day  on  the  bill  for  enforciog 
aad  making  more  elTeciaal  tbe  act  laying  the  em- 
bargo, and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto, 
being  called  for — 

Mr.  Newtok  observed  that  he  wished  lo  expe- 
dite lb«  passage  of  the  bill,  and,  as  amendments 
were  coDtemplaled  to  it,  he  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  bill, 
and  ihai  it  be  referred  lo  a  select  committee. 

After  a  short  discussion,  tbe  motion  was  nega- 
lived — ayes  34. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Elliot  moved  to  strike  ont  .the  first  soc' 
lion,  and  spoke  St  length  in  support  of  the  mo- 
tion, when  the  Committee  rose  without  having 
to  any  decision — ayes  53. 
.  FiBK  wished  leave  to  sit  again  to  be  refus- 
ed, in  order  to  refer  the  bill  loaselecicommillec. 
the  Committee  obtained  leave  to  sli  again— 
32  10  42. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 
NiLBOH  from  tbe  committee  towboin  was 
referred  so  raueb  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
if  the  Untied  Stales  as  relates  lo  the  Military 
nd  Naval  Establiahmeuls,  and  to  whom  was 
referred  on  tbe  17ih  lost,  a  reeolntion  for  placing 
he  country  in  a  more  complete  6iale  of  defence, 
iubmilled  the  following  resolution,  in  part : 

Sachtd,  That  it  is  eipedient  immediatel;  lo  rai«e, 
irm,  and  equip  fifty  tbousand  volunteeis,  lo  serve  Ibr 
iw  turn  of  two  years.  . 
The  following  is  annexed  to  tbe  report : 
"Will  it  not  be  advisaUa  t»  propoae  raising  fifty 
thoaaand  voiaule«B,  lo  be  engaged  Ibr  two  years,  and 
to  serve,  if  raqnii«d  for  actual  aervLce,  any  proportion 
of  the  term,  not  exceeding  twelve  monlhs,  within  the 
term  for  which  they  ibaU  be  engaged  ?  each  dod-coid- 
miaaioned  officer,  muaician,  aJid  private,  to  receive 
ten  dollars  bounty,  and  each  commiasioned  officer  to 
receive  one  month's  pay  when  appointed;  and  tbe 
whole  to  receive  pay  and  ralioua  when  attending  mn*- 
ten,  as  well  aa  when  in  actual  aervice;  dke  non-com- 
miaaioncd  officera,  mnlieiaoi,  and  private*,  to  be  armed 
and  equipped  by  the  public,  and  lo  receive  a  unifonn 
coat,  Teat,  one  pair  or  pinlslooni,  bet,  two  ahirta,  one 
pair  of  aboes,  and  a  blanket  i  and  if  called  into  actual 
■enice  for  any  term  over  three montbn,  to receiveothcr 
arliclea  of  clothing  in  proportion  to  the  tenn  of  aeriiea, 
not  exceeding  in  tbe  wbole  (including  those  first  re- 
ceived) what  are  allowed  to  the  soldiers  in  the  regnlar 
army  for  one  year.  The  whole  to  be  muatered  and 
eierciaed  in  compaDies  four  days  within  tbe  two  Bist 
montha  after  being  engaged,  and  aii  days  in  each  suc- 
ceeding year,  and  to  meet  and  encamp  in  their  respect- 
ive Statea  and  Territories,  thirty  dsja  in  each  year ;  no 
man  to  be  enlisted  into  any  company,  whoce  place  of 
reaidance  shall  not  be  within  a  reeaonsUe  distance  from 
the  company  parade  lo  which  he  shall  belong. 

"A  auilabls  number  of  Inipectora  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Statca,  lo  direct  and  in- 
spect the  exercise  of  the  troops  when  encamped,  and 
to  give  directions  for  the  drilling  and  exercise  of  the 
eompanias,  and  to  direct  and  receive  all  return*,  mns- 
ICT  and  pay  roiii,  to  be  tranamitled  to  an  Adjutant  and 
luqwctor  General  (to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 
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the  Uniled.SMte*)  vrbo  ibill  giv«  general  instructiona 
40  >U  >ub-Inipoctora,  for  ths  drilling,  BxercUe,  diieip- 
line,  and  police  of  the  lolunteen  when  not  in  actual 


DOMd  corps  to  induile  u  tnuiy  or  the  Yolunt«en  who 
bsTe  off.red  their  Mirices  under  the  act  of  Hit  Feb- 
roBr;,  1807,  as  shall  engage  in  the  vol  u  nicer  arm  j  now 

CoposeJ.  The  whole  to  coDBiBt  of  foctj-four  thousand 
Pantry,  three  Ibouaand  aillllerj,  and  three  thDUBand 
riflemen,  to  be  organized  into  companiea  of  one  bun- 
-drcd  eacb,  inclading  ofiicen,  regimenU  of  one  tbau- 
•and,  brigades  of  five  thousand,  and  diiijionB  of.  ten 
Aouaand  eieb,  to  have  the  usualsliff,  including  8ur- 
geoni  and  Mates;  the  Sargeona  and  Mates  to  attend 
the  annual  oacanipnieDt  and  actual  aenice,  and  to 
eeiTe  pa?  only  foi  their  actual  serricea,  ai  Ibe  sa 
rate  ia  allowed  to  Regimental  Suigeona  and  Males  in 
the  other  coipa  of  the  Army  : 

Pay  per  month, 
S  Major  GeneraU  -  $166  .  SSO  - 
10  Brigadier  GeneraLa  -  104  1,040 
60  Colonets  -         ■         75       3,7!>0 

60  Lieutenant  Colonels  60  3,000 
aO  Majors  ...  SO  3,S0O 
BOU  Captains  ■         -         40     30,000 

500  Lieutenants  -  -  30  1G,0CI0 
eOO  Enaigna  -  SO      10,000 

60  Burgeons  .  -  4f>  2,250 
60  Surgeon) '  Mates      -         30       1,600 

69,870 

S,000  Sergeante         -        -  8     16,000 

3,000  Corporals         ■        -  7     14.000 

1,000  Musicians        •        •  6      6,000 

48,500  Privates  .        .        .  fi  917,600 

353,500 


Per  month 


313,370 


S^  iBonths'  pay  for  the  commissioned  offi- 
cers      »134,707  60 

H  months'  pay  lor  the  non-com  miasianed 
officers,  muaiciana.  and  privates    -        -  316,ST5  00 

1)  months'   Bubaistence  of  the  conimis- 

sioned  officers,  at  SO  cents  per  ration    -     36,687  SO 

H  months'  subsistence  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  &c.,  at  IS  oent*  per 
ration !72,818  60 

Clothing   for  non-mm missioned  officers, 

&«.,  at914each         ....  679,000  DO 

Boant;  for  noR-cotnmiMtoned  officers,  at 

910  each 486,000  00 

Tents  and  contingent  eipenicf  per  year  -  160,000  00 


13,983  50 


a,900,0<H)  oo 


Referred  to  a  Comniittee  of  ibe  Whole, 
KON-INTBRCOURSE. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  Coi 
oi|r  Foreign  Relations  lb  whom  was  referred  the 
resotulioD  laiel/  passed  by  ihis  House  on  ihesub^ 
jecl,  reported  a  bill  to  iaterdici  corametcial  inter- 
course  betwoea  (be  Uniied  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain and  FtBDoe  sod  lUeir  depeDdencics,  a»d  for 


other  purposes. — Twice  read,  anJ  referred  lo  a 
Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesdar  next. 
[The  following  are  the  pramiuenl  features  ol 


the 


bill: 


..  from  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the 
United  States  and  Territories  thereof,  of  all  pub- 
lic shipa  and  Teasels  betoDgine-  lo  Great  Britain 
or  France,  or  to  anv  other  helliEereDt  Power  or 
Powers  having  in  force  orders,  decrees,  edints,  or 
iaWH,  violating  the  lawful  commerce  or  neutral 
rights  of  the  Uniied  Btaiea.  excepting  Teasels 
forced  in  by  stress  of  weather,  pursuit  of  ao  ene- 
my, snch  as  are  charged  with  despatches,  or  busi- 
aeK  from  their  Governmenis,  or  packets  having 
no  cargo  nor  merchandise  on  board.  The  Prest- 
dt'Dl.is  authorized  to  expel  by  force  all  suck  ves- 
sels as  contravene  this  regulation.  A  penalty  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  nor  leas  than  otie 
hundred  dollars,  aod  imprisonmeol  for  not  teas 
thaooDe  month,  and  not  more  thaa  one  year,  npon 
all  persons  affording  assistance  to  vessels  entering 
contrary  to  the  law,  excepiinj;  in  case  of  niloiing 
them  out  of  Ibejurisdiction  of  the  United  Stalet. 
Authority  to  seize  and  condemn,  after  a  certain 
day,  all  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  bearing  the 
French  or  English  flag,  or  owned  in  wholeorin 
part  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  either,  which 
may  enter  the  ports,  &c.,  of  the  United  States, 
&c.r  excepting  only  TCBseis  expressly  hired  tocaa~ 
vey  desnatches,  such  as  put  in  ihroogb  distress^ 
or  are  cnased  in  by  an  enemy.  Prohibiis,  altera 
certain  day,  the  importation  of  any  goods  or 
merchandise,  the  produce  vrmanufatiiure  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  or  their  dependencies,  either 
directly  ur  indirectly,  from  any  cotiutry  whatever. 
The  forfeiture  and  payment  of  treble  value  by 
the  owners  of  any  goods  so  prohibited,  attempted 
to  be  introduced  into  the  United  States  on  board 
of  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  raA,  or  carriage,  which 
shall  receive  prohibited  goods  on  board,  knowing 
them  to  bs  socb,  and  the  owner  and  master  mulct- 
ed in  treble  the  value  of  the  articles.  ProvisioB 
that,  if  Great  Britain  or  France  revoke  or  modify 
their  orders  or  decreei  so  as  to  reader  our  com* 
merce  sufficiently  safe,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  of  which  revoeaiion 
or  modification,  he  shall  give  public  notice  by 
proclamation,  the  operation  of  this  act  and  of  the 
embargo  acts,  shall,  so  far  as  relates  to  thenailom 
in  amity  with  her,  and  having  no  orders,  decrees, 
or  edicts  in  force,  violating  the  lawful  Commerce 
and  neutral  rights  of  the  Uuited  States,  forihwiUi 
cease  and  determine;  without,  howarer,  any  r^ 
mission  of  previous  fines  and  forfeitures.  Vea. 
sets  bound  to.any  tbreigu  port  or  plaea  with 
which  intercourw  ahall  have  been  thus  restored, 
are  to  give  bond  and  approved  secniiiy,  in  six 
times  the  value  of  such  vessel  and  cargo,  not  to 
proceed  to  any  foreign  port,  nor  trade  with  an* 
country  other  than  those  with  which  cotnmercial 
intercourse  shall  have  been  thus  permitted.  The 
President  vested  with  power  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  to  any  nations  having  in  force 
edicts,  &c.,  such  as  those  of- Great  Britain  and 
France;  and  all  the  penalties,' Ac.,  of -the  tell, 
made  applicable  to  tbem.] 
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Payment  of  Wtliuite*. 


TUESOAT,  December  ST. 
Mr.  Dana,  Trotn  tbe  coraraiiiee  to  whom  v 
referred,  od  the  tweaty-third  ultimo,  Ihe  peiiii 
of  £dnard  BeaumoDt,  presented  a  bill  far  ihe 
lief  ofEdwnrd  BL>aum6Dt ;  whicti  was  read  [wi 
and    referred    to   the   Comnaittee  of  the  Wliole 


The  SfeaCER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
Ibesanunl  ataiemeDl  of  ibe  distnci  tonnage  of 
the  tJoited  Siaiss,  oa  the  31si  of  December,  ]S07j 
vbich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  tbe  House 
ther  leiter  from  the  Secretary  of  liie  Ti 


minallf.  during  one  year   prior  to   Ihe  Sist  of 
October,  1808,  but  in   fact,  during  the  three  last 
months  of  the  year  ISO? ;  which  were  lead,  and' 
ordered  to  lie  on  Die  table. 
Thejetterisasfollows:      . 

TaiAicu  Diit.T>nwr,  Dec  S6,  leOS. 
Sii.:  I  have  ihBhanai  to  trsDimit  h«iei*itti  ■  >tate- 
ment  of  gooJi,  wares,  and  Dierchandiie,  exported  fram 
Ihe  United  States  nominally  during  the  year  prior  to 
the  firrt  day  of  October,  1808  ;  but,  in  fict,  during  the 
three  lut  months  of  tha  year  IBOT,  subacquent  eiport- 
■tions  having  baen  prevented  bj  the  embargo. 
The  goodi,  war(B,aDd  merchuidise  of  domcatic  growth 
or  manafactum,  included  in  the  slalementa.  are  ea- 

ttmaled  at 99,433,M6 

And  tboM  of  foreign  groivth  and  manufac- 
ture at         13,997,414 

Amoimtuig  together  to    -  -  »a,4SO,9eo 

Tka  artielet  of  foreign  growth  or  mannbctan  may 
be  atnngad  nndai  the  following  head*,  via: 

ProdDce  of  the  sea  -  -  -  98S3,000 
«  -  •■  fbreat  •  -  •  1,930,000 
■■  "      agtlcnlture   ~        -    6,716,000 


Ih 


a  tba  boBor  to  ba,  with  graal  iMpeet,  nr,  yoqi 


ALBERT  OALLATIN. 

Tha  Hon.  the  BrKAxaKof  Iht  Hatut  of  Rept. 

The  bill  for  the  coolinuation  of  the  Mediterra- 
nian  fund  having  been  reported,  Mr.  Tallhadoe 
moved  to  postpone  the  bill  for  a  fortnight. 

Messrs.  Tallhadoe  and  Lvoif  supported  the 
motioD.  objecting  to  lavingthtsdaty  in  thisform, 
as  tbe  object  for  which  it  was  intended,  by  the 
title  of  Ibe  bill,  no  toager  required  this  revetiue. 
No  objection  waa  made  to  laying  tbe  duty,  but 
to  laying  it  id  tbia  form,  distinct  from  the  gene- 
ral increase  of  datiet  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  Ihe  Treasury ;  which  so  bj  eel  won  Id  do  doubt 
aooD  be  reported  oa  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meao*. 

Mnsri.  Cahpbell  and  Alstoi*  sopported  the 
bill,  and  opposed  the  motion  for' postponement,  on 
the  groimd  that  a  posipoDemeot  woold  be  equiva- 


lent to  a  rejedtion,  the  present  law  expiring  OD 
Ihe  first  of  next  month,  and  that  this  fund  wa% 
well  anderstood  in  the  nation  under  the  name  of 
the  Mediierranean  Fund,  and  there  was  iberefore 
no  reason  to  change  Ih^  name.     It  seemed  to  be 

bte.  because  bis  name  did  nol  please  the  ear. 

Tbe  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived, 
aye*  16;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
to-day. 

■      PAYMENT  OP  WITNESSES. 

Mr.  Joait  G.  jACiaon,  from  Ihe  committee  lo 

whom  was  referred,  on  the   twenly-Sral   ultimo, 

the  petition  of  Return  Joaalhaa  Meigs,  and  oih- 

thereon;  which  was  read,  and 

nittee  of  tha  whole  House  oa 


referred  to  a  Con 
Monday  next. 
The  repoti  is  a 

Tbe  petitioners  at 


follows: 

»te  that  they  attended  the  oonrtof 
tha  United  Slatas  for  the  Djilrict  of  Virginia,  •■  wiV- 
□Essef,  in  behalf  of  th«  United  States,  on  the  trial  of 
Aaron  Burr  far  treaaoD,  in  the  Summer  of  the  yaai 
1807;  that  they  travelled  from  great  and  remola  diit- 
tances ;  and  that  their  attendance  had  baen  nneora- 
zDDnly  long  ;  that  an  absei|CD  from  their  homes  at  that 
bogy  Bsaaon  of  the  year  had  been  severely  injurious  to 
them ;  and  that  the  allowance  made  by  Ian  waa  inauF- 
Ecitnt  to  defray  tha  neeesaary  eipanws ;  and  therefore 
they  pray  an  additional  compensation  * 

In  ordinary  cases,  tbe  comgiitlee  would  be  nnwilling 
to  aanclion  any  innovation  upon  the  general  law  re- 
lating lo  the  eompensation  of  vritncaaes  attending  th* 
coarti  of  the  United  Slates;  but,  in  every  point  of 
view,  whether  aa  it  regards  the  crime*  diarged  upoil 
the  accoaed,  the  extaniJTe  theatre  which  Ibey  embrao- 
«d,  tha  number  of  witnesses  drawn  ftom  the  moat  t«- 
mote  parta  of  the  United  Statei,  or  the  length  of  time 
consumed  in  the  trisT,  a>  wsU  ai  tbs  manner  of  con-^ 
ducting  it,  thii  wai  ■  most  eitraonlinary  one. 

In  ordinary  caaea  tha  witnesses  live  in  the  vieiiii^ 
of  tbe  court*,  and  are  oat  eipoied  to  heavy  sacrificea 
in  attending  thaio.  In  Ihia  caae  they  are  compellad  to 
travel  great  distances,  varying  from  lour  hundred  to 
one  thousand  three  hundred  miles.  The  committer 
conceive  that  tbe  principlo  ia  uoiteraally  correct,  that 
tha  peraonal  aervicea  of  no  man  shall  be  compulaorilf 
required  vritbont  a  reasonable  compensation  given  to 
him ;  and,  therelore,  that  tbeas  viilneiaea  are  entitled 
to  it.  They  have  been,  honever,  not  only  (Ompelled 
to  give  their  attendance  without  such  compensation, 
but  to  expend  their  own  money  likewise. 

Ia  looking  over  the  laws  giving  compensation  to 
witnesses,  the  committee  find  that  those  who  attended 
the  impeachment  of  Judge  UhaiO'  before  the  Senate 
were  allowed  three  dolbua  per  diem  for  their  attend- 
ance, and  twelve -and-a-lialf  cents  a  mils  for  travailing 
to  Ihe  plaee  of  trial,  and  ihe  aame  for  returning.  If  a 
departure  from  the  rule  fixing  the  allowance  to  wtt- 
nesaea  naa  proper  in  that  case,  it  ia  equally  io  in  Uus, 
as  the  distance  which  the  witneaaes  on  the  trial  of  Burr 
had  to  travel  was  fhrther,  their  attendance  waa  longer, 
incurred  by  them  necessarily  ai  greaL 
Dioned  from  tbe  county  of  Wood,  a 
distance  of  4O0  miles  &om  Richmond,  have  also  asked 
farther  eompensslion,  and  the  committee  ace  no  just 
cause  of  discrimination  between  them  and  the  witness- 
es. They  therefore  recommend  Ihatafiirthercampen- 
aation  be  allowed  to  Ae  witnassea  and  wn^  nsenwlw 
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attended  the  trial  of  Aaron  Butt  for  tieuon  before  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  L'nlled  States  for  the  Virginia  dis- 
trict; and,  in  puiauancc  of  thai  lecomueadation,  thej 
tuk  leave  to  repoit  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  eommitiee,  tben  present- 
ed a  bill  giving  a  further  compeDsaliuo  to  tbe 
wilnessea  and  venire  who  attended  the  trial  of 
Aaron  Burr  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  for  the  District  of  Virgioia;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
or  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

ENFORCING  THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Jackboh  mcved  that  the  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  eoforoing  the  embargo,  with  a  view 
(0  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  to  make  amend- 
menis  wished  by  its  friends,  which  could  not  be 
'  made  without  difficulty  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Sloak  proceeded  to  speak  upon  (he  merits 
of  the  bill,  when  he  was  caUed  to  order.  Mr.  S. 
said,  that  if  he  was  not  in  order,  he  would  make 
a  motion  which  would  supersede  the  one  now 
tinder  consideration,  and  entitle  him  to  proceed. 
He  then  made  a  motion  to  postpone  the  sabjecl 
indefinitely,  which,  although  questioned  by  sev- 
eral members,  was  derlared  by  the  Speaker  to  be  i 
in  order, and  Mr. Sloak  proceeded, as  follows:      I 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  observed,  ihatsioce  print-  ' 
ers  have  become  so  numerous  in  these  United  ' 
States,  they  are  obliged  to  adopt  new  nkodes  of 
publication,  in  order  to  obtain  ready  sale  for  their 
iDDumerable  productiout.  They  frequently  hand 
out  long  histories  in  »hort  numbers — forinsiance, 
«  history  that  Jo  one  volume  would  cost  five  dol- 
lars, baa  much  readier  sale  in  twenty  numbers,  at 
twenty-five  cents  apiece.  And,  as  appears  from 
the  progress  already  made,  it  is  pretty  well  ascer- 
tained thai'ihe  embargo  will  occupy  the  greatest 
Fart,  ifoot  the  whole  time,  of  the  preseot  cession, 
f  B  majority  of  the  House  is  determined  to  keep 
the  people  in  their  present  state  orsuETeriDg  and 
sttspense' until  Spring,  the  least  they  can  do  dar- 
ing the  dreary  scenes  of  Winter,  will  be  to  con- 
tinue diverting  them  with  eloquent  speeches,  of 
alt  sorts  and  sizes, /rora  fifteen  minutes  to  four 
hours  tqng.  But,  knowing  that  mankind  is'fond 
of  variety,  and  believing  that  my  worthy  friends 
in  the  majority  will  have  the  hardest  task  ihey 
ever  undertook  to  keep  the  people  of  these  United 
States  in  a  tolerable  good  humor,  with  the  em- 
bargo on  ibeir  backs,  till  next  March ;  although 
I  do  not  perfectly  agree  with  them,  I  cannot  give 
them  up  as  lost,  but,  like  a  faithful  friend,  mean 
to  stand  by  them  to  the  last  gasp,  striving,  if  pos- 
sible, to  get  (hem  out  of  the  borrible  pit  into  which 
they  have  fallen,  before  they  perish, 


permanent  measure;  and  that  ibey(ihe  raajerity) 
did  not  intend  to  leep  it  on  long,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  Id  this  declaration,  from  so  high  author- 
ity. I  reposed  full  faith  and  confidence,  and  sus- 
pended offering  my  second  number,  in  hopes  of 
seeing  the  wish  nearest  ipy  heart  of  all  sublunary 
objects  accomplished,  in  the  removal  of  the  great- 
est evil  which  in  my  opinion  these  United  States 
ever  experienced  since  the  Revolutionary  war — 
I  mean  the  embargo.  But  I  have  hitherto  waited 
in  vain,  and  mast  now  beg  the  favor  of  my  wor- 
thy friend,  the  next  time  he  obliges  the  House 
with  hearing  the  sound  of  his  pleasing  voice — 
which  I,  for  one.  shall  hear  with  great-  delight — 
to  release  my  niind  from  suspense,  by  giving  tii 
the  proper  definititja  of  ibe  word  expeTimentj\nA 
also  what  he  meant  by  the  embargo  not  remain- 
ing long;  whether  he  meant  a  few  days,  or  a  few 


IDlhs, 


For,  I 


remind  my  friend,  that  if,  instead  of  being  in  his 
present  honorablestaiion,  receiving  six  dollars  per 
day,  as  he  did  previous  to  the  embargo,  and  still 
does,  he  was  placed  in  the  situation  of  thousands 
at  this  time  in  these  United  States,  whose  sole 
dependence  for  support  is  their  daily  labor,  and 
who,  by  that  ineasure,  having  been  deprived  of  em- 
ployment twelve  months,  now  at  the  commence- 
ment of  Winter  look  forward  with  the  dreadful 
apprehension,  that  ere  the  return  of  vernal  bloom, 


their  tender  children  may  ask  bread,  and  they 
none  to  give,  he  would  consider  one  day  lo 
than  DOW  he  does  a  iaontb. 


day  longer 


Under  ti 


mpressions,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall 


proceed  to  offer  my  second  number,which  I  thought 
of  doing  several  days  aau,  but  delayed  it  in  con- 
sequence of  a  declaration  of  my  worthy  fiiend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Newton,)  which  rejoiced  my 
heart  more  than  all  the  eloouent  speeches  I  have 
heaid  this  session:  it  was,  that  we  (the  minority) 
knew  that  the  embargo  was  never  intended  as  a 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  committed  the  purport  of 
mis  second  number  to  writing,  for  two  reasons — 
first,  to  lessen  the  labor  of  our  stenographers,  and 
secondly,  becatise,  after  having  so  long  followed 
those  learned  and  eloquent  members  that  have 

£  receded  me,  in  thev  sublime  and  almost  super- 
lunan  flights  of  imagination,  it  would  be-  diffi- 
cult, if  not  imposfible,  fur  ibem  instantly  to  d6-  . 
Bcend  to  my  humble  sphere,  without,  in  their  rapid 
descent,  falling  far  below  it.  Hence,  I  was  ap- 
prehensive they  would  dress  my  ban  tliug  iocoar^r 
clothes  than  it  merits ;  and  every  member  on  this 
floor  knows  that  it  is  needless.  Yet,  I  am  sot 
disnosed  to  read.it;  for  I  have  long  believed  thai 
boin  religious  and  political.  lermona  lose  muc:  of 
their  force  by  reading.  But,  before  1  proceed  ijpT- 
ther,  1  will  publish  my  text,  which,  although  very 
short, -(consisting  of  but  one  word,)  conveys  a 
dreadful  sound  to  many  thousands  of  suffering 
American  citizens — "embauqo."  I  will  not  re- 
peat it;  it  liasbccome  very  familiar,  and  1  fear  very 
pleasing,  to  maiky  who  receive  six  dollars  per  day 
for  silting  a  few  hours  in  this  splendid  Hall  tatt- 
ing about  it;  but,  jery  different  is  thesitnatioD  of 
many  of  out  consiituenls  w^ering  under  it. 

Before  I  left  home  I  expected  that  one  of  the 
first  pages  of  our  journal  would  have  contained 
a  declaration,  that  this  word  was  proved  by  ex- 
perience to  be  uncanonical,  and  therefore  ordered 
(o  be  expunged  from  our  political,  bihle;  but, 
alas!  how  grievously  am  I  disappointed  in  be- 
holding so  great  a  number  of  our  learned  Rab- 
bills,  introducing  Latin  quotations,  and  perhaps 
,  Greek  and  Hebrew,  for  I  underslaod  none  of 
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them,  and  adducing  teBtimoDy  brought  from  eve- 
ry habitable  pari  u?  the  globe  to  prove  that  it  is 
not  barely  eanoaical,  but  that  on  out  strict  obe- 
dieuee  depends  our  political  salvatioo,  and  that 
all  who  tliffitT  in  opinion  are  dangerous  heretics. 
U  will  be  remembered  that  my  surprise  and  dis- 
appointment was  so  great,  ihal  I  remained  silent 
longer  than  Job's  three  friends  did  ii)  days  of 
yore.  We  read  that,  in  consequence  of  Ibe  griev- 
ous sufferings  of  their  friend,  ihey  sal  silent  and 
aslooished  seven  days.  I  sat  silent  much  longer, 
unlil  compelled  by  ati  imperious  sense  of  duly 
to  plead  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
czert  my  feeble  powers  in  behalf  of  [he  sinking 
liberties  of  my  country, 

Mr.  Speaker,  last  session  my  principal  leit 
waa,  Removal  of  the  seat  of  Qovernmeot,  and 
for  ifae  fame  reason  that  embargo  is  at  ibis  tiraej 
because  it  was  then,  in  my  opmion,  the  grealesl 
evil  these  United  States  sufiered— the  Embargo 
is  now.  And  as  every  wise  and  just  Legi!>lnture 
will  Srsl  attend  to  Ibegreatest  grievances  of  iheit 
consliluenls,  1  must  for  the  present  suspegd  my 
exert ioDB  to  remove  the  seat  ofGovernmentj  and 
apply  tbem  lo  ihe  embargo.  Id  doing  which,  I 
shall  not  impeach  (he  moiives  of  those  who  in- 
grafted into  our  Coosiiiuiion  the  plan  of  a  dis- 
trict ten  miles  square  for  a  seat  of  Government; 
cor  of  those  who  carried  that  plan  into  execu- 
tioQ  ;  nor  yet  (God  forbid !  for  I  was  one)  of  ihose 
wba  passed  our  first  three  embargo  laws.  I  will 
admit  that  their  inteniioas  were  good — thai  ibeir 
motives  were  pure.  But  what  has  been  the  con- 
sequence 7  Why  experience,  that  only  sure  (may 
loot  say  infallible?)  teacher,  has  incontestably 
proved  that  the  nriuciple  upon  which  the  tea 
miles  tqDHre  is  founded,  is  totally  repugnant  to 
republicanism  and  the  liberties  of  a  freeand  inde- 
pendent untiou;  that  whatever  its  nomiUal  title 
may  be,  however  artfully  disguised,  its  essence 
and  eSeci  is  monarchical,  spreading  its  baneful 
•influence  from  Georgia  to  Maine.  So  has  the 
embargo.  They  are  twin  sisters,  in  proportion 
to  their  power,  and  equally  destructive  lo  the 
lasting  interest,  peace,  and  prosperity  of  these 
Tlnited  Slates,  with  this  difference  only,  that  (he 
latter  is  more  rapid  in  her  movements,  and  con- 
Mquenily  her  baneful  effects  at  present  are  more 
seD.'ibly  fell.  Well,  now  let  me  ask  what  must 
be  done  1  Must  these  pernicious  plans  be  sup- 
sported  and  continued  perpetually,  because  they 
.origioated  in  pure  motives?  Does  not  comm 
sense,  reason,  aod  justice  answer  no?  Theci 
'  summaie  folly  of  weak  and  vicious  Legislalu 
has  ever  appeared  most  obvious,  in  the  contin' 
tion  aod  rigid  eoforcement  of  their  own  op^i 
aive  laws ;  and,  vtce  versa,  the  wisdorn  of  virtu- 
ous Legislatures,  in  tealiug  their  laws  by  eiperi- 
ence,  and  speedily  repealing  all  that  were  oppres- 
sive to  the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  now  ask  ih^  indulgence 
of  the  House  in  some  observations  upon  argu- 
meats  of  members  who  have  preceded  me,  in 
favor  of  (he  continuation  of  the  embargo  lawsi 
ID  doing  whicb  I  shall  not  pursue  them  through 
the  desetts  of  Arabia,  or  the  scorching  sands  of 


Lybia;  I  will  not  travel  with  them,  either  by 
land  or  water,  from  the  torrid  to  the  frigid  zone; 
I  will  not,  after  exploring  the  known,  make  a 
futile  attempt  lo  explore  the  unknown  parts  of 
the  univetse,  in  quest  of  evidence  to  support  our 
cause.  No;  that  would  be  a  tacit  acknowleds- 
ment  ihat  it  was  as  bad  as  theirs,  icsuppotiable 
by  domesilc,  plain,  and  self.evident  facts. 

The  principal  object  we  now  have  in  view  is, 
to  use  a  military  phrase,  to  bring  the  eiiillery  of 
divers  members  ihat  have  preceded  me  to  bear 
upon  themselves,  which — if  it  should  bear  hard, 
let  them  remember  that  ihey  have  provoked  the 
attack— and  to  show  that  some  of  (he  evidence 
adduced  by  them  is  conclusive  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  embargo  taws. 

The  first  I  shall  notice  is  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Rbea,)  who  spoke  next  after  me, 
sooQ  afier  the  commencement  of  this  discussion. 
He  observed  that  no  distiOction  ought  to  be  made 
between  rich  and  poor.,  I  perfecily  agree  witb 
him^  and  only  ask  him  to  reduce  his  ezcelleni 
Christian  precepts  to  practice  ;  that  while  be  sits 
in  this  Fplcndid  hall,  receiving  six  dollars  per  day, 
secure  fromihe  piercing  blasts  of  winter,  far  re- 
moved from  the  hapless  n  a  bit  ation  of  want,  where 
poverty  dwells,  or  even  from  the  apprehension  of 
(he  plaintive  cries  of  a  bosom  friend  asking  bread 
for  her  lender  oflspring  where  there  is  none  to 
^ive,  he  will  abstain  from  making  or  continuing 
ID  farce  laws  uot  bare^  oppressing  the  poor,  but 
totally  depriving  them  of  iheir  wonted  means  of 
subsistence— yea,  cutting  off  from  them  theit 
whole  slad'  and  stay  of  bread. 

The  next  observations  Uhall  notice,  fell  from 
my  young  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr,  GHO[.eoN.) 
who  is  certainly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this 
House,  and  of  the  United  States  generally,  but 
mote  particularly  of  the  merchants,  seamen,  and 
fishermen  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States. 
These  classes  he  has  laid  under  so  heavy  a  debt 
of  gratitude,  that  I  fear  they  never  will  be  able 
fully  to  discharge  it,  I  mean  bis  great  conde- 
scension in  selling  his  prolific  geuius  to  work  lo 
devise  borne  meaos  to  relieve  tbem  from  their 
present  suffering  situation.  Being  a  great  friend 
to  home  manufactures,  I  gave  particular  alien- 
lion  to  this  truly  patriotic  and  benevolent  plan : 
which  was,  if  I  understood  correctly,  (o  turn  like 
merchants  and  their  clerks,  with  their  powdered 
heads,  out  of  the  counting-houses,. and  set  them 
to  ploughing,  and  the  seamen  and  fishermen  to 
spinning  cotton — a  plan  worthy  of  the  author  I 
But  I  hope  my  friend  will  consider  it  a  token  of 
my  respect,  if  I  present  for  his  consideralioa  ft 
reversal  of  his  plan  ;  that  is,  to  order  the  seamen 
(whose  hands  have  been  irsed  lo  handling  the 
tarry  ropes)  lo  the  plough,  aod  the  other  trifling 
powder-neaded  gentry  to  spinning  cotion,  as  more 
congenial  to  their  former  habils.  Ooe  more 
token  of  my  respeci,  and  then  I  will  for  the  pres- 
ent take  leave  of  my  friend  from  Virginia;  Ihat 
is,  that  notwithstanding  his  plan  is  well  adapted 
to'  the  meridian  of  a  Government  where  slavery 
and  unconditional  submission  is  the  order  of  .the 
day,  he  will  do  wfll  lo  consider  before  be  pr&- 
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Ceeds  to  <-nfori;p  his  plan,  whether  it  will  soil  ihe 
wetidiao  of  a  Goverumenl  whose  cilizeos  have 
not  beea  iheoretically,  but  practically  free,  aod 
lone  irturpd  lo  employmBnl  of  iheir  own  choice. 

Mr.  Spealfer,  I  shalL  now  pruceL-dto  some 
olaervaiions  of  my  frienJ  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Tbodp.)  but  must  asif  his  pardon  for  not  placing 
him  first  on  the  li.st  of  the  three  Brsl  mighty  men, 
that  have  appeared  advocates  for  the  embargo; 
to  this  FtatioQ  he  is,  in  my  opfaionjuatly  enti- 
tled, for  the  clear,  positive,  and  UDerjtiivDcal  man' 
uer  in  which  ht^  informed  the  members  of  this 
'Haaiefrom  whom  they  had  nothiag  to  fear,  aod 
to  whoja  they  might  saftly  look  up  for  example. 
This  informalioa,  I  trtist,  will  he  duly  apprecia- 
ted, kept  !□  cemeinbratice,  and  so  strictly  attended 
to,  aa  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  a  repetition. 
Tne  language,  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  was 
to  Ibe  following  elfect:  that  we  had  Dolhing  to 
fear  from  the  anli-emtiargo  men,  they  were  loo 
base  and  insignificant;  (hat  he  would  not  appeal 
to  the  anti-embargo  New  Englaoders,  the  merest 
Bhylocks,  ihe  depraved  of  the  cities,  and  the  ig- 
norant of  the  cotinlry,  who  would  sncriGcelhe 
honor  and  independence  of  the  nation  for  a  little 
trade  in  codQsh  and  potash,  but  to  the  people  of 
Virginia,  too  honorable  to  have  l>eeD  corrupted, 
and  too  eotighiened  to  be  duped. 

Mr.  SpeaSer,  a»  this  gentlemati  has  been  in- 
dulged with  liberty  to  inform  the  members  of 
this  House,  and  ibrotizh  them  the  people  of  the 
United  Stages  generallv,  who  he  would  not'ap- 
peal  to  for  example,  and  who  he  would,  I  a^k  the 
same  indulgence,  with  this  ezce[it4on  only :  task 
not  liberty  to  maieiovidiousdisiiuctioas  between 
States;  I  ask  not  liberty  to  mention  the  names  of 
any  of  them.  Nu;  this  has  never  been  my  prac- 
tice on  this  floor,  and  I  trust  never  will,  none 
more  than  myself  regret  being  laid  under  the 
imperious  necessity,  in  support  of  justice,  liberty, 
and  the  inherent  ridils  of  man,  to  say  that  I  will 
sever  appeal  or  look  up  fqr  ef  ample  to  any  State 
government,  under  which  346,968  human  souls 
are  kept  in  a  slate  of  perpetual  bondage,  and  used 
as  an  article  of  traffic,  in  common  with  a  bale  of 
goods  or  a  beast  of  the  field.  I  will  never  bold 
Dp  as  an  example  any  Government,  where  the 
choicest  of  all  eafthly  blessings,  "  liberty,"  is  ei- 
tended  only  to  a  (ihosen  few,  and  withheld  from 
the  many  ;  where  a  great  majority  of  those  called 
freemen,  who  are  compelled  tn  case  of  war  to 
risk  their  lives  in  support  of  the  property  of  the 
e  denied  a  voice  in  making  the  Mw  that 


!   thei 


1  1 


look  up  for  a  model  of  poliiicai  justice  lo  a  Stale 
boasting  of  twenty-two  Reprei^cntatives  on  this 
floor,  who,  nevertheless,  at  a  late  general  con- 
tested election,  probably  took  between  twenty 
and  twenty-five  thousand  votes:  when  on  a  sim- 
ilar occasion  a  Slate  sending  but  six  Representa- 
tives, took  upwards  of  ihirty-iwo  thousand.  And. 
finally,  until  [am  convinced  that  a  radical  and 
complete  reformation  has  taken  place,  (which 
God  in  mercy  grant  may  soon  be  ihecase,)  1  will 
never  took  for  example  to  a  Stale  which  the  wise 
and  enlightened  author  of  the  Notes  on  Virgi  ' 


described  as  follows:  "In  this  Stale  alone,  did 
'  there  eii.si  so  little  virtue,  thai  fear  was  to  be 
'  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  to  become 
'  ihe  motive  of  their  exertions,  and  the  principle 
'  of  their  govemmeni." 

No,  Mr.  Speaker,  were  I  to  hold  up  as  an  ex- 
ample any  State  government,  it  should  be  one 
where  every  man  who  pays  laz  for  tbe  support  of 
Governmenl,  and  is  called  upon  when  necessarjr 
to  risk  his  life  in  defence  thereof,  has  an  equal 
voice  in  deciding  wbo  shall  make  tbetlavs  that 
govern  him  ;  where  the  power  of  the  poor  man 
10  guard  his  ewe  lamb,  is  equal  lo  that  of  the  rich 
over  his  flock;  lo  a  Stale  who.  having  but  eight- 
een Represeuiaiives  oo  this  floor,  can  neverthe- 
less hoasl  of  111.000  free  and  independenl  voters. 
Not  lo  a  Stale  where,  if  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence is  read  at  all,  it  is  regarded  only  as  a 
pleasant  song,  as  sounding  brass,  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal;  but  to  a  State  where  this  heaven-bora 
language  is  reduced  to  practice  :  "We  hold  these 
truths  IQ  be  self-evident,  that  God  hath  created 
all  men  eqan\,  that  he  huih  endowed  ihem  wiib 
certain  unalienable  righln,  amotlg  which  are  life, 
liberty,  aod  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  Ever 
hearing  in  mind,' that  not  the  hearert  but  iti« 
doers  of  the  law  are  lo  be  jusliEed  thereby. 

I  will  now,  with  permission  of  the  House,  take 
some  notice  of  my  friend  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
NcLBOK,)  who,  since  the  commeDcement  of  ihta 
discussion,  has  twice  favored  us  with  the  sound 
of  his/ee6^  voice.  He  will  pardon  my  freedora 
in  applying  to  him  the  appellation  o( friend, a.(i.et 
charging  me  with  the  capital  crime  of  having 
turned  my  coal — that  is  to  say,  I  have  not  always 
voted  nitn  the  majority.  But  really,  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  I  had  turned  my  coat  as  often  as  that  gentle- 
tnan  has  changed  his  plan  of  operation,  within 
these  three  or  four  years  past,  it  would,  by  this 
time,  make  a  very  ragged  appearance.  I  am  lold 
he  is  a  militia  olBcer.  God  grant  that  Imay  never 
be  a  soldier  under  him ;  for,  at  this  lime  of  life, 
he  would  soon  harass  me  to  death  with  marching 
and  countermarching.  But,  he  has  eiultingly 
reprobated  ihe  Q,uakers'  principle.  This  I  con- 
sider an  act  of  supererogation.  For  my  own  pnrt, 
I  am  free  toacknowleiige,  that,  since  my  acquaint- 
ance with  his  Jumor,  I  have  never  discovered  an  v- 
Ibing,  either  iu  his  precepts  or  practice,  (hat  would 
subject  him  to  the  charge  of  even  the  least  tinc- 
ture of  Quakerism,  ot  ofaD);  other  religious  soci- 
ety. I  hope,  iu  (bus  candidly  exoneraiiog  mf 
friend  from  the  horrid  sin  of  Quakerism,  Imar 
not  be  considered  as  derogating  in  the  least  de- 
gree from  his  religion,  his  ptety,  or  his  virtue.  He 
may,  for  anything  that  I  know,  have  as  large  a 
store  as  any  man,  and  keep  it  concealed,  from  the 
purest  motives — that  is,  a  fear  that  Ll  might  be 
contaminated  brexpostire  to  the  vulgar  throng. 
But  I  will  for  the  present  drop  religiotis  topics, 
and  observe,  that  the  Srsl  time  my  aitealion  was 
arrested  by  my  W^eai'sJeebU  voice,  bis  sentiments 
at  first  were  perfectly  in  unison  with  my  own. 
If  !  understood  him  correctly,  he  iofotraed  the 
House  that  he  had  heard  so  many  wrong  things 
he  could  no  longer  keep  silence,  and  reprobated 
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iniutiog  iftogmgc,  or  pointed  alluiioea  to  partie- 
alar  raeiabfri.  A  blessed  slaie  of  iDiad,  indeed  \ 
I  will  DOl  hart  hisfeeliags  bf  Blyliag  ihiiAuB- 
ker  docirine,  but  gi?e  it  the  aame  of  good  Clirist- 
ian  doemne,  tending  lo  prouole  lore  aod  liar- 
mon;.  iIui,'alBs!  bow  sliort  were  the  pieasinfc 
"VQMtioDt  i  at  firai  enjoyed.  For,  lo  I  those  mild 
iceenis.  aDil  that  AarnKniiou*  *oice,  1  wa*  hear- 
ing witb  ao  gteat  deikgiil,  EUddeoly  became  rough 
and  acMiurouf,  his  risaga  fierce,  and  aspect  alarcn- 
^g  to  weak  nerve*  ;  aod  in  a  lone  similar  (ai  I 
■UDpoM)  to  Ibal  io  which  he.  gives  orders  to  his 
toldirrs,  when  on  duty,  proposed  adopting  San- 
gisdo'l  plaD.  of  bloaduUing!  Thus,  sudtteDly 
IranEpOfled  from  the  temple  of  reason  to  the  field 
of  Mars,  1  was  at  first  much  alarmed,  not  koow- 
ing  how  soon  the  pUn  ms  to  be  carried  iato  ei- 
ceuiioa  opoa  ui  poor  antiembaigo  men;  but 
aher  cooUf  reflecting  i^oa  the  subject  a  few 
minutes,  my  fears  abated,  and  a  comfortable  hope 
trose,  that  my  friend  really  meant  do  more  than 
to  cool  the  political  fever,  by  taking  some  blood 
from  the  left  arm,  which  I  feel  disposed  la  ac- 
quiesce in,  proTided  he  will  srep  forward,  strip  up 
bis  sleeve,  aod  ucdeigo  the  first  operaiioo. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  ihe  next  time  be  rose,  bis 
f^iD pathetic  conciliuory  plans  were  all  laid 
■aide — ihe  maladies  of  the  body  politic  were  all 
to  be  healed  by  aniipstby — ibe  embargo,  like 
iBrtar  emetic,  although  producing  very  disagree- 
able aentaiioas,  wodIlI  eventnally  have  a  benefi- 
cial effvci — his  martial,  heroic  ipiiii  rose  to  sccb 
a  heigbi,  titat  in  case  a  person  only  gare  him  a 
gentle  pat  on  the  cheek,  ne,  wilbout  any  further 
ceremoay,wasio  be  kaooked  down.  Wonderful 
change,  ttiought  I,  bow  great  the  contrast  between 
this  plan,  and  that  of  ranning  away  over  ihe 
moiiDLaias !  Hail  Colanibia  happy  landl  th* 
TaJor  of  whose  patriotic  sons  increases  in  propor- 
tion to  the  magaitDdn  of  impending  danger  1  I 
eoDgrctulato  m^  eonniry  on  the  relom  of  this 
twraiG  spirit,  believing  that  ifcbe  embargo  is  con- 
lianed  twelve  monibs  longer,  it  will  require  at 
lefttt  one  hundred  thousand  Euch  heroes  to  enforce 
iL  One  observation  more,  which  I  hope  that 
gentknoea  will  consider  as^  token  of  real  friend' 
■hip.  Although  I  am  no  military  man,  I  have 
long  made  human  naiuie  my  slndy  ;  the  result  of 
which  ia,  that  the  froaea  regions  of  the  North, 
the  reaideaee  of  many  of  those  renegade  atiti-em- 
bargo  men,  would  not  agree  with  hiBConstiiniion; 
but  that  a  mild  and  Southern  climate  is  more 
eodgenial  to  his  health,  and  will  probably  be  a 
means  of  coniiniiing  bis  valiant  acts  and  useful 
labors  longer  in  bis  native  soil. 

Mr.  Speaker,  liotwithalaDding  the  risk  of  a 
deolaralioo  Ihst  Sloanism  is  worse  than  Burrism ; 
that  I  am  influenced  by  Piebering'a  spirit,  and 
like  Ihe  Tories  of  *76,  ought  to  be  pat  out  of  the 
protection  of  the  law;  1  shall  briefly  notice  some 
obMervalions  of  anolber  member  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  J.MontaOHSRif  whom  I  have  the  honor 
to  sii  near.  I  say  briefly,  because  my  general 
rule  is  to  aoiice  observations  of  members  aceord- 
ing  to  their  merits.  1  wilt  not  My  that  that 
taein  bet's  voiee  is  be  strtmg  anil  tenible  as  Eoali 


Kahn's;  norwilll  say,  that  if  be  had  the  sama 
',  he  would  be  as  cruel  and  tyrannical  a 
despoi;  but  I  will  say,  that  If  I  uDderslnnd  hia 
language,  it  is  cnlculnled  for  the  meridian  of 
slavery,  and  belter  sdspled  (0  (he  command  of  a 
Persian  army,  or  to  coerce  a  horde  of  slaves, 
grosning  u-nder  an  inhuman,  tyrannical  msster, 
than  10  unite  togflher,  as  a  baod  of  brolherH,  en- 
gaged in  supporting  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty 
the  free  and  independent  citizeos  of  these  United 
States.  I  will  at  present  lake  my  leave  of  him, 
witb  a  caution  that  be  will  probably  at  this  fime 
reject  sod  despise )  but  which  eventually  he  will 
regret  he  had  not  timely  attended  to.  "  Let  him 
who  thinks  be  stands  strong,  lake  heed  lest  be 
lailP' 

Mr-  Speaker,  I  shall  next  proceed  to  notice 
Mmeremarksmadebymywonby  friend  from  Ver- 
mont,  (Mr.  Frai.)  who  sits  near  me;  not  for  the 
purpose  of  opposiiwf  them  generally — to  the 
greater  pari  i  could  Ireely  say  Amen — boi  in  Ibe 
conslruciion  he  puis  upon  my  text  embargo,  we 
widely  difier.  He  tells  us  be  cares  not  how  much 
England  and  France  suffer — agreed  ;  but  my 
opinion  is,  that  where  England  and  France  saf- 
fef  oM  grain  by  onr  embargo,  we  suffer  a  pound. 
Yea,  1  am  fully  convinced,  ibat  the  BHiIsh  Mio- 
iftry  has  so  high  an. opinion  of  the  benefit  of  oat 
embargo  to  that  DBlion,  that,  if  paying  ihe  whole 
expense  of  our  General  QoTercmenE  for  seven 
years  would  purchase  a  conlinnance  thereof  fot 
that  lime,  ihey  would  gladly  do  it.  But  my  friend 
has  adduced  a  very  sppropriate  metaphor  (a  con- 
vey his  ideas;  he  says  ibe  embargo  is  ated  by  one 
parly  to  ride  the  other  down—granted.  The  plan 
has  tuceeeded  and  progressed  with  a  rapidity  un- 
paralleled in  any  former  contest  between  politi- 
cal parlies.  This  old  embargo  horse,  instead  ol 
becoming  more  genila  and  safe  to  his  riders^ 
growc  daily  mora  refraolory  and  dangerous;  at 
the  last  starling  place  he  ibrew  many  of  hia 
riders,  and  was  within  a  hair  breadth  of  throw 
ins  many  more;  wherest.ihe young anii-erobar^ 
coll  becomes  more  docile,  increases  rapidly  la 
strength  and  beaaiy,  is  very  sure  footed,  and 
fair  to  be  a  very  safe  and  pleasanl  back. 
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of  his  riders,  and  ilie  young  anti-embargo  colt 
take  another  set  of  hopseraea,  and  carry  ihem 
safely  on  their  political  journey.  1  will  now  first 
uke  leave  of  my  worthy  young  friend  for  ifac 

treses  I,  earnestly  entreating  him  to  depend  do 
inget  upon  hi"  activity  or  the  excellence  of  hia 
horsemanship,  but  instantly  dismount  thai  horrid 
old  embargo  horse,  which  alune  can  prevent  a 
dangerona  fall,  and  mount  the  bennliful  anti* 
embargo  coli,  where  he  may  ride  safely. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  esteem  I  ever  had  since  ray 
acquaintance  with  my  two  worthy  friends  from 
South  Carolina,  (Messrs.  D.  R.  Wiluams  and 
Tavlor,)  who  have  spoken  upon  this  subject,  in- 
duces me  at  this  time  to  make  honeTible  mention 
oflhem;  my  reason  for  raenlioning  them  joinlly 
iVthai  a  fact  slatad  by  one  of  them,  has,  in  my 
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opinioQ,  complelely  reraovml  all  the  ottjectioua  of 
the  other. 

Some  of  [he  obserTstions  of  my  frieod  who 
spoke  last,  I  shall  first  notice :  As  a  proof  that 
the  embargo  has  Dot  injured  us,  he  alleges  that 
there  has  yet  beea  hut  few  failures — graated. 
Neither  does  obs  winter  produce  many  deaths  in 
a  farmer's  slock  of  catile;  but,  were  the  great 
Author  of  Nature  to  reverse  its  usual  course,  (as 
ve  do  by  contJQuiag  the  embargo,)  and  join  two 
winters  (bgeiher.  many  would  die,  and  those  that 
•UTvired  be  reduced  to  eirreme  porert?. 

Again,  if  I  underslood  bim  eoirecltf,  he  told 
ni  he  wanted  to  be  spiteful  to  France  aud  Eug- 
Und.  Why,  really,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  look 
with  complaisaDce  upon  my  worthy  friend  re- 
turniug  spite  for  spite  upon  those  oppressiTe  na- 
tions, until  he  had  paid  ihem  (heir  principal  and 
compound  interest,  if  he  could  do  it  in  such  a 
maDoer  as  not  to  spite  and  injure  the  citizens  of 
these  Uaited  States  most.  The  residue  ef  my 
friend's  observations,  stripped  of  the  flowers  of 
eloaueuce,  in  which  he  preseuted  to  the  House  a 
pledge  of  his  patriotism,  and  which,  when  neces- 
sary, 1  have  no  doubt  he  will  completely  reduce 
to  practice,  went  to  show  that,  in  caie  the  em- 
bargo was  raised,  as  far  as  respected  those  ports 
Dot  included  in  the  British  Orders  of  Councii,  or 
French  decrees,  it  would  only  open  for  our  pro- 
duce so  contracted  a  market,  as  would  be  worse 
thaa  oar  present  situation.  To  this  opinion  t 
vill  oppose  the  positive  declaration  of  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  WiLUtms,)  that  if  we  open  a  trade 
to  a  fooX  no  larger  than  the  floor  of  this  Hall,  it 
would,  in  fact,  be  opening  to  all  the  world,  by 
which  means  the  whole  of  our  produce  would 
find  a  market.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  opioion  1 
perfectly  agree  with  my  worthy  friend — I  rejoiced 
to  bear  him  make  it,  boDing  it  will  soon  be 
realized — believiiw  it  would  be  more  beneficial 
to  the  citizens  of  these  United  Stales  to  hare 
their  surplus  produce  conveyed  through  such  a 
channel,  even  if  some  went  to  their  enemies,  to 
those  who  are  in  waDl,and  their  money,  and  such 

Iiroduce  as  we  want,  returned,  than  to  have  it  col- 
ected  together  and  burned. 

Aa  my  friend  has  adduced  a  very  appropriate 
text  from  the  Old  TesUment,  I  will  call  his  at- 
tention 10  two  from  the  New,  which,  when  he 
has  considered  collectively,  I  hope  will  change 
his  opiaioo  into  perfect  unison  with  my  own. 
The  first  is  a  command  to  feed  our  enemies,  and 
the  second  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they 
should  do  unto  us.  When  my  worthy  frieod 
(whose  honest  integrity  I  have  ever  highly  ap- 
proved) shall  have  duly  considered  and  detet- 
mined  lo  reduce  those  ezcellenc  precepts  to  prac- 
tice, then  I  shall  be  happy  to  join  with  him  in 
his  pious  determination — that  let  others  do  what 
they  may,  we,  and  our  houses,  will  serve  the 
Lord  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  two  declBratioDs  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Commiiiee  of  Foreign  Relaiions 
(Mr.  G.  W-Cahpbell)  remain  yet  to  be  noticed. 
My  reason  for  deferring  them  to  the  last,  was  my 
doabts  (which  atill  renutin}  of  being  able  to  ex- 


press my  sentiments  with  that  moderation  and 
charity  of  which  that  gentleman's  language  ap- 
peared to  me  totally  void,  hut  which  I  consider 
as  essentially  necessary,  to  promote  harmony 
amongst  members,  and  support  the  dignity  of  the 

The  first  declaration  was,  "  thai  the  oppowrs  of 
'  the  embargo  had  no  other  object  in  view,  bnt  to 
'  cover  the  shameful  submission  they  wished  lo 
'  reduce  ibe  United  Stales  to."  The  second,  ihal 
"  their  language  means  to  put  the  present  domi- 
'  nam  party  down  and  pnt  us  in.  and  then  we  will 
<  tell  you  what  we  will  do ;"  and  then  proceeds  to 
answer  for  them,  "  that  they  would  do  as  thef 
bad  once  done  before — draw  the  cords  tighter." 

Mr.  Speaker,  that  gentleman's  condaet,  al- 
though supported  by  the  irresistible  and  oret- 
whelmins  majority  with  which,  at  present,  he 
acts,  shall  nol  divest  my  bosom  of  that  charily 
for  him,  which  his  language  evinces  he  has  not 
for  me.  I  wish  to  cherish  that  most  excellent  of 
Christian  virtues,  charity,  which  beareib  all 
ihingL  and  which  hopeib  all  things,  1  hope  and 
trust  tnai  it  will  ever  abound  in  my  bosom  as  at 
present;  hoping  that  the  day  is  not  fat  distant 
when  my  friend  from  Tenaesaee,  and  the  party, 
in  whose  front  rank  be  now  stands,  will  be  con- 
vinced thai  nol  our  plan,  but  theit's  is-calculaied 
to  bring  these  United  Stales  into  a  state  of  shame> 
ful  submission.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  trust  I  shall 
prove,   before  I  sit  down,  that  it  baa  already 

To  the  second  charge,  that  "  the  laagaage  of 
the  anti-embargo  men  is,  put  us  in  power ;"  1. an- 
swer, they  Deed  not  even  ask  iL  Let  that  gen- 
tleman and  his  parly  persist  in  their  present  plan ; 
let  them  pass  addiiional  laws  to  enforce  more 
rigorously  the  present  j  let  them  raise  Iroopt  oa- 
lensibly  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  inradicf 
foes ;  but  as  no  such  foes  can  be  found,  and  as  the 
people  would  complain  of  the  expense  of  an  army 
doing  nothing,  lei  their  artillery  be  turned  against 
those  wretched,  reaegade.baseanti -embargo  men, 
who  durst  to  complain  of  their  sufietiog  utidet 
those  laws;  let  every  bay  and  inlet,  from  one 
end  to  the  other  of  our  extensive  coast,  be  safely 
guarded  by  gunboats  and  revenue  cutters;  lets 
cordon  of  regular  troops  encircle  round  these 
United  Stales,  and  the  territories  thereof,  in  suck 
manner  that  not  a-Aingle  evasion  of  thoae  cele- 
brated patriotic  embargo  laws  could  possibly  take 
place;  let  this  plan  t^  completely  carried  into 
execulionand  continued  twelvemonths.  In  that 
case,  unless  a  law  should  be  passed,  depriving 
the  ami-embargo  men  of  their  right  of  soBVagc^ 
(which  would  be  as  just  and  Constiiutioiul  as 
the  one  under  consideration,)  I  undertake,  as  posj- 
lively  as  that  genLleman|  lo  predict,  that  if  any 
of  the  present  overwhelming  majority  should  re- 
tail a  seat  in  the  twelfth  Congress,  they  wonid 
be  reduced  to  a  mora  trivial  and  insignificant 
minority  than  thai  upon  which,  from  his  high 
anil  ezalied  seat,  be  now  looks  down  !  Yea,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  repeal  ti,  ihe  present  minority  need 
not  ask  to  be  put  in  power;  the  electors  would 
need  no  fiirtbe^  stimulus  dwa  the  pressure  ot 
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those  laws  to  htioe  them  to  a  poll.  Thef  would 
look  at  anxiously  Tor  the  election  da jr  as  t be  poor 
sUvei  uader  the  JewUh  law  did  Toi  the  year  of 

I  shall  ask  thit  iodalgence  of  the  House  bat  a 
few  minutes  longer  to  some  geueral  remarks  on 
(b«  effect  of  (he  embargo  laws,  and  of  the  bill  un- 
der con  si  derail  od,  townich  1  am  impelled  by  the 
sacred  impulse  of  my  conscience — by  my  firm 
atidchment  i^o  our  present  Administraiion,  and 
bj  my  duty,  aa  a  Represenlalire  of  the  people, 
to  preserTC  inviolibly  their  rights — to  say,  God 
in  his  ioSDiie  metey  grant  itmayneTerbejnssed 
ioio  a  law.  No,  Mr.  Speaker,  io  my  opimou  we 
haTe  passed  too  man;  laws  on  this  subject  al- 
ready.  Passiog  the  resolutioos  reported  by  our 
Committee  od  Foreign  Relstioos,  ha«,  in  tbe  few 
days  that  have  elapsed,  transferred  an  immense 
som  ot  money  from  the  indostriotis  yeomaorr  of 
the  country  to  idle  speculators  and  stock  iobWs 
ofbolh  town  and  country.  la  not  this  faclknown 
to  many  members  on  this  floor  1  Do  they  not 
know  that  domestic  produce  has  fallen  one-half, 
and  even  at  that  reduced  price  there  is  little  or 
DO  sale  for  it ;  and  Ibat  foreign  aitieles  ha?e  risen 
ID  the  same  proportioa;  andtba.t  in  consequence 
thereof,  in  various  parts  of  the  Union,  where,  UO' 
ttl  the  commencement  of  this  session,  the  em- 
bargo, if  not  approved,  was  borne  with  patience, 
tbe  people  now  cry  with  one  voice,  "  we  can  bear 
'  it  DO  longer — give  us  anytbing  that  the  wisdom 
'of  Congress  can  devise  rather  thau  the  em- 
'hargo!"  But  I  have  frequently  been  asked,  if 
these  be  facis,  why  do  not  the  people  petition'? 
The  reason  is  obvious.  The  Federalislt  have  p«- 
tioned ;  what  has  been  the  answer  ?  Why  they 
are  enemies  to  our  Administration,  who  wish  to 
iDTolve  us  in  war  with  France,  and  an  alliance 
with  England.  Nay,  farther,  is  not  every  mem- 
ber on  this  floor,  who  has  exercised  his  own  judg- 
ment as  a  free  and  independent  Representative 
of  the  people,  if  in  but  «  single  instance  that 
jadgment  runs  counter  to  the  will  of  the  majo- 
rity, denounced  as  an  aposiate  7 

ts  this  question  asked  with  a  view  of  exciting 
jealousy,  or  deceiving  tbe  peopled  No,  Mi 
Speaker,  to  andeceive  them,  to  lay  before  ther 
a.  true  statement  of  the  conduct  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives. I  speak  experimentally.  1  speal 
a  free  and  enligotened  people,  who  want  nothing 
bnt  true  information  to  induce  them  to  act  right. 
la  there  a  man  in  these  United  States,  that,  in 
proportion  to  bis  station,  has  spent  more  lime 
and  money  to  bring  abont  a  change  in  favor  of 
deiooGraey,  and  when-  brought  about  to  support 
it,  than  I  have?  If  there  be,  let  him  come  for- 
ward and  show  if.  Have  I  deviated  from  those 
griDciples  1  If  there  be  a  citizen  in  these  United 
tates  that  dnrst  to  make  such  a  charge,  let  him 
come  forward  and  subsianiiate  it.  But  what  has 
been  the  consequence  T  Last  session  I  opposed  the 
famous,  or  rather  infamous  court  martial  bill — a 
bill  that  I  now  suppose  wns  intended  as  the  first 
chapter  of  a  ttaiute  book,  in  which  tbe  present 
bill  under  consideration  was  to  have  been  the 
Kcond.    That  horiid  attempt  to  lay  the  founda- 


tion of  a  military  despotism  failed;  and  I  pray 
Qod  the  second  may  also. 
But  my  observations  upon  that  bill  wetCjby 
me  who  occupy  the  front  rank  in  the  majority, 
held  tip  to  public  scorn,  as  being  my  maiden  Fed- 
eral speech.  Why  really,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  mo- 
''~cs  of  the  Federalists  are  as  pure  as  those  which 
tated  that  speech,  I  do  not  consider  the  charge 
dishonorable.  I  also  brought  forward  a  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  greatest 
evil  under  which  the  people  of  these  United 
States  ^oaned~io  erase  from  our  statute  books, 
a  principle  repugnant  to  republicanism  and  self- 
government — to  destroy  in  its  infancy  a  young 
vulture,  whose  nature  is  such  that  it  cannot  be 
aourished  and  raised  to  maturity  upon  any  other 
food  but  the  vitals  of  liberty—I  mean  tbe  temoval 
of  tbe  Seat  of  Qovernment.  This  conduct,  by 
another  member  in  the  front  rank,  was  publicly, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House,  declared  to  be  worse 
than  the  conductor  the  arch  traitor,  Biur.  That 
is  to  say,  that  barely  an  aliempHo  prevent  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  (he  people  from  being  swal- 
lowed up  and  totally  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of 
this  masked  monarchy,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
chosen  few,  who  either  do  at  present,  or  hope  in 
future,  to  live  upon  its  munificence— is  a  crime 
of  deeper  die,  than  the  highest  grade  in  our  stat- 
ute book,  high  treason. 

Mr.  Speaker,  sensible  that  I  have  trespassed' 
long  upon  the  indulgence  of  tbe  Committee,  I  will 
hasten  toa  conclusion,  first  observing,  that  I  have 
no  language  capable  of  fully  expressing  my  regret 
and  sorrow,  in  beholding  Congress  at  this  time  en- 
deavoring, when  the  session  is  nearly  half  gone, 
to  pass  a  la  w  to  enforce  more  rigorously  diverslaws 
already  passed— the  futility  of  which  is,  in  my 
opinion,  self  evident;  the  loss  and  burden  they 
inflict  upon  the  people,  intolerable— their  present 
and  future  efl'eci,  if  continued,  more  injurious  to 
the'  interest,  peace  and  happiness  of  these  United 
Stales,  than  any  that  have  been  passed  since  we 
were  an  independent  nation.  Upon  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  I  shall  at  present  only  say, 
that  tf  it  is  passed  into  a  law— to  prevent  unneces- 
sary expense  in  printing,  aod  to  render  it  more 
^sily  understood,  especially  by  the  poor,  igno- 
rant, despicable,  renegade,  anti-embargo  men,  upon 
whom  it  is  intended  to  operate — I  hope  it  will  be 
conailad,  aa  it  is  evident  the  whole  purport  could 
be  comprised  in  a  few  Words  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: ''That  whereas  we reposefull faith  and con- 
Rdeoceln  tbe  wisdom,  integrity,  and  ability  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  enforce  the  em- 
bargo laws ;  and  also  to  issue  from  time  to  time, 
and  to  enforce  such  edicts  as  he  shall  think  pro- 
per, we  hereby  authorize  and  empower  him  so 
to  do."  But  I  will  not  yet  despair;  I  will  yet 
fondly  hope,  that  although  this  bill  has  passed 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature  bf  a  great  majoritv, 
that  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people 
will  never  sanction  a  bill,  compared  with  which 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  humane  and 
^ost.    But  should  my  hopes  be  blasted  in  a  ma- 

iiritv  of  this  House  giving  it  their  sanction] 
will  atill  hope  that  the  wise  Bftd  justly  cele- 
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%raled  author  of  ihe  Noies  on  Vir^^mii  will  not, 
ID  advanced  age,  (as  Solomon  did  in  the  dayx  or 
yore)  larnish  and  east  fi  glooiny  sliade  aver  ilial 
wisdom  that  Ehone  so  conspicuous  in  his  meri- 
dian days,  by  placing  his  signature  to  such  a  bill. 
With  that  teepccl  due  to  his  superior  siaiioo,  I 
must  reque.si  tne  faror  of  him  first  to  look  over 
his  Noies,  and  particularly  attend  to  llie  f,jllowing 
sentence:  "Out  interest  is  to  throw  open  ike 
'  doors  orcomrQerce,and  to  knock  off  ail  lis  sljac- 
'  klesj^iriog  perfect  freedom  to  all  persons,  for  the 
'  vent  of  whatever  ihpy  may  choose  to  bring  into 
'  our  ports,  and  asking  ihe  name  in  iheirs.  The 
'  actual  habits  of  our  countrymen  attach  them  lo 
'commerce.  They  will  eiercise  it  for  them- 
'  selves."  I  will  read  it  again,  because  it  Js  a  lan- 
guage worthy  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great 
and  mdependent  nation— it  is  worthy  of  the  allen- 
tioD  of  the  Representatives  of  a  great  agricultuial 
and  commercial  people.  We  have  been  frequently 
called  upon  for  a  plan— here  is  ihe  principle  of  a 
plan  in  a  few  words,  the  best  adapted  to  the  real 

be  introduced.  Would  to  Qod,  that  instead  of 
prowling  over  non-intercourse  resolulioi)s  and 
■traiaing  every  nerve  to  devise  means  to  enforce 
laws,  which  twelve  months' experience  hasincon- 
testably  proved  are  not  only  inadequate  to  the  end 
proposed,  hui,  b^  their  long  continuance,  become 
ruinous  to  the  interest,  peace,  and  happiness  of 
the  nation,  we  had  adopted  the  foregoing  prin-^iple 
of  our  worthy  Chief  Magistrate,  the  production  of 
his  penetrating  genius,  when  at  nferidian  height, 
agreeably  to  the  resolution  offered  by  ray  worthy 
friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  MuMPOan.) 

Bui  we  are  lold,  that  eJopting  this  plan  would 
besuhmissiontoEngland— the  reverse  is  the  fact; 
it  would  exonerate  us  from  the  degraded  state  of 
tubmissioD  in  which  we  now  stnnd.    1  aay  de- 

fraded  state,  which,  with  permission  of  ihe  House 
will  prove,  1  trust,  to  the  satisfaciioD  and  full 
coDviction  of  every  impartial  mind.  It  is  incon- 
teslably  proved  by  reference  to  official  documents 
DOW  before  the  public.  First,  we  have  demanded 
the  TeiloralioD  of  our  impressed  seamen,  nnd  to 
coerce  Great  Britain  into  a  compliunce  with  thai, 
demand  we  passedanoa-imporlaliun  law;  secondly 
we  rejected  a  treaty,  as  I  have  understood,  becau.se 
(hat  demand  was  not  fully  complied  wiin.  Au«l 
thirdly,  in  consequence  of  the  horrid  outrage  com- 
mitted upon  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  our  Presi- 
dent having  issued  a  proclarnatiun  prohibiting  all 
British  armed  vessels  front  entering  our  ports,  re- 
fused lo  revoke  that  proclamation,  until  repara- 
tion was  made,  or  at  least  until  a  plan  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Briiiiih  Envoy,  which  tliould  be  con- 
sidered adequate  I o  the  purpose.  Let  these  facts  be 
contrasted  with  the  oner  made  by  our  President 
(which  was  laid  before  ihisHousemhispu hi icMes- 
sage)  to  the  Briijsh  Cabinet,  ihsl  upon  the  simple 
revocation  of  iheir  Orders  of  Council  ouremb,irgo 
should  be  raised — so  far  as  respecied  thai  natiun. 
No  condition  annexed  of  returning  uur  seamen,  or 
making  reparation  for  Ihe  outrage  upDu  the  Chesa- 
peake! Can  any  ralional  being,  can  any  man 
possessed  of  commoa  sense,  and  not  pe'rfecUy 


biinded  by  partiality,  misunderstand  this  Ian- 
guage  1  no,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  loo  plain— so  plain, 
that  he  wbo  runs  may  read,  and  clearly  under- 
stand. What  is  its  genuine  meaning?  Why, 
when  Ftripiied  of  iU!  deceptive  covering,  and  ex- 
poaed  in  its  real  form,  il  will  read  thus :  "  We  are 
convinced,  by  woful  experience,  ihal  our  coercive 
plans  are  fuiile— -thai  ihev  rebound  back  upon  our 
citizens,  with  redoubled  (orce ;  lliai  Iberefore,  we 
are  now  willing,  if  you  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  Rranl  us  liberty  to  renew  our  former  trade 
wiih  you,  even  under  all  the  embarrassmenis  of 
which  we  have  so  long,  and  so  loudly  complained ; 
the  murder  of  Pierce,  and  the  outrage  upon  out 
national  ship  to  the  conUary  nolwiihslandiDg." 

I  will  not  long  detain  ihe  House  wiih  comment- 
ing upon  ihc  answer  returned,  but  briefly  observe 
that  It  was  less  insulting,  and  more  humane  ana 
sympathising  than  might  have  been  expected 
from  that  haughty  nation.  The  purport  may  he 
comprised  in  a  few  words,  to  ihis  effect ;  "We  are 
sorry  for  the  suffering  of  your  citizens,  produced 
by  your  own  imprudent  conduct;  and  would 
gladly  relieve  them,  were  it  in  our  power,  con- 
sistent with  our  national  honor  and  dignity  ;  but 
as  that  cannot  be  done,  we  must,  for  the  present, 
leave  you  lo  devise  means  for  yourselves,  to  re-  ■ 
lease  your  citizens  from  their  present  increasing 
distress  and  truly  deplorable  siiuaiion."  The 
foregoing  is  not  a  picture  too  highly  colored. 
Would  to  God,  for  the  sake  of  my  sutlering  coun- 
try, that  it  was.  But  alas!  it  in  life — il  is  the  ori- 
ginal— it  is  a  statement  of  facts  contained  in  offi- 
cial documents  gone  out  to  the  public,  and  there- 
fore can  neither  be  controverted  nor  recalled. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  deplorable  siiuaiion,  let  me 
earnestly  call  the  allention  of  ihe  immediate  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  to  a  serious  and  all  im- 
portant quesiionja  question  on  which,  in  mj 
opinion,  not  only  the  present,  but  future  union, 
peace,  sitengib,  and  prosperity  of  these  ITniled 
States  must  depend.  Shall  the  laws  passed  last 
session,  t^at  have  become  so  distressing  lo  ibe 
people,  not  only  be  continued,  but  more  rigorously 
enforced  1  Will  our  Government  couiinue  ibc  fu- 
tile aiiempt,tocompela  great  number  of  our  hardy, 
brave,  and  patriotic  citizens  to  abandon  habita 
which  our  worthy  President  (in  the  quotation  be- 
fore adduced)  admits  to  be  impossible?  1  will 
repeat  it ;  "  the  actual  habits  of  our  counlrymea 
attach  themiocommerce.  They  will  esercise  it foi 
ibeniselves."  Must  those  brave  citizens  be  drivea 
of  despair  or  desperation,  either  toabaodoB 
tbeir  country,  or  to  evade  laws  under  wbich  ibey 
unable  to  live?  Must  iheir  petitions  and.- 
lorials  be  treated  as  the  product  of  enemies  to 
vernmenI,«sBritishpartisBns,anddiseonieDte(I 
igniGcant  mslconienis,  who  deserve  no  further' 
ice  than  to  have  iheir  clamors  ailenced  by  ibe 
strong  arm  of  Government,  and  their  pretended 
warns  supplied  by  tbeapplieaiion  of  sharp  pointed 
bayonets?  I  pray  the  majority  of  this  Housks«> 
riun--ly  lo  consider  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
persisting  in  this  line  of  conduct.  I  pray  tbem  ~ 
not  barely  to  pause  and  reflect  upon  past  conduct, 
but  immitdlateJy  reduce  to  pfMiice  the  excelleal 
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precept  of  oor  PreBidrat,  contained  in  his  first 
inaugural  speech.  "  haiteo  Id  retrace  jaat  stepn  ;" 
aud  instead  ofpRssiDe-Rddiiional  laws  wbieb  wiU 
reqaire  an  additioDal  mililary  force  lo  eiecole 
them, and  coDBeqneDtLy  add  to  the  number  Dflhoie 
whose  affections  are  alre^df  alieaaied  fram  our 
OoTernmeBt,  repeal  ihosealreadj' passed,  so  far  at 
least  as  lu  open  trade  to  all  Pawers  ■nif  places 
that  bave' beret ofo re  traded  with  us  upon  terras  of 
reciprocity.  This  woold  evince  to  the  wodd,  thst 
we  are  really  a- just  nation,  desirous  of  doing  unto 
all  men;  as  we  would  thef  -shouM  do  unto  as. 
Thti  would  not  only  release  us  front  oQr  present 
deeded  sitgation  as  it  respeeU  our  external  re- 
latiODS,  but  wiiat  is  inflnitsly  more  consequtntial, 
itwould  restore  eonfidencein  our  Qovern[aeat,aDd 
peace  and  harmony  aibongour  citizens.  Let  the 
Merchants  of  our  Middle  and  Northern 'Olsten, 
ivhose  harbors  will  ere  long  be  bound  in  Winter's 
icy  chains,  enjoy  by  anticijiation  the  pleasiiVgfpros- 
ped  of  beholding,  as  soon  as  they  are  dissolved, 
their  canvass  again  spread  to  waft  ibeir  merchan- 
dise to  a  foTei(pi  port,  hopiog  to  receive  in  return 
their  niniarproBis.  Let  tbe  farmers  also,  through 
the  dreary  scenes  of  Winter,  enjoy  the  cheering 
.  hope,  (hat  opon  the  reinrn  of  Sul's  prolific  rays, 
'  calling  from  earth's  fertile  womb  her  innumera- 
ble productions,  he  may  find  a  usual  market  for 
liis' produce  onbaod,  and  a  pleasing  stimulus  to 
renew  cuitivaiion  <d  the  earth  to  produce  more. 
Thus  would  joy  and  gladness  of  heart  again  spar- 
kle  in  each  eye,  and  sit  smiling  On  every  couote- 
Binee.  Thus  wonid  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
peaci!  be  heightened  intoraptureiofdelight.  Love 
and  harmony  would  pervade  the  efeai  mass  of 
OUT  ciifzens,  and  unite  them  together  ih  such  a 
maMter  that  in  case  ahy  of  the  tyrants  of  the  old 
world  should  invade  our  peaceful  antf  happy  land, 
they  would, soon  rej>ent  of  their  temerity — they 
imald  iaoa  be  convinced  that  the  conquest  of  a 
free  and  tmiled  people,  governed  by  just  and 
equitable  laws  of  their  own  raaking.'was  a  cbi- 
inera  of  tbe  brain  that  can  never  be  realized. 
Such  a  line  of  eonduct  would  add  msre  to  tbe 
atrtngth  and  prosperity  of -these  United  States- 
than -ten  thousand  eelebpated,  patriotic,  flaming 
blood-letting  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor. 

Is  there  ait  AmeTfcaiicitizen,poseesse«t  of  com- 
mtin  senae,  who.  is  not  desirous  to  see  so  benefi- 
cial and  lovely  a  scene  realized?  Is  there  a  Rep 
reaentaivve  of  the  people,  wlio  would  not  cheer- 
fully give  hiavotBto  produce  (may  I  not  say  to 
renorel)  sDch  a  rational  nulleniiMB,  in  our  once 
bappy  land  7  And,  vice  vena,  is  there  a  true- 
'hearted  American  citizen,  whose  blooil  is  notchill- 
cd  in  his  veins,  in  refleetiii^  upon  the  horrible 
prospect  of  tailitary  mercenaries,  with  the  point 
at  the  bayonet,  evforcing  laws  contrary  to  the 
habits  of  a  great  nuraber  oi  our  citizens,  and  ru- 
inoot  to  the  inierett,  peace  and  happiness  of  a 

E-ealiDajorityofthepeopleof these  Untied  Statesl 
et  me  indulge  the  cbeering  hope,  that  notwith- 
standing the  present  prospect,  there  never  will  be 
fonod  a  majority  of  the  immediate  RepreseDia- 
tiveaof  the  people,  who  will  vote  in  favor  of  cod- 
UDOing  aud  •nfotciag  aooli  oppreetTv  laws. 

10th  CoK.  Sd  Ssfth— so 


Mr.  Speaker,  having  in  my  plain  'and  un^ 
learned  manner  discharged  that  duty  which  I  ow« 
to  my  constituents,  in  oppo«ing  a  system  which  I 
consider  not  onlv  inJQrIous  to  their  interests,  but 
Riming  a  deadly  blow  at  the  union,  interest; 
peace,  and  independence  of  that  beloved  country 
that  gave  me  birth  ;  before  I  sit  down,  I  have  ani^ 
iher  iluty  to  discharge  ;  first,  to  return  a  tribute 
of  humble  gratitude  to  the  Qreai  Preserver  of 
men,  who,  having  led  and  fed  me  all  my  life  long', 
still  graciously  coDiinne^  to  nie,  at  this  advanced 
age,  bodily  and  mental  powers  lo  discharge  mf 
daty  as  above-menliooed — and,  secondly,  to  ac^ 
knowledge  the  patient  indulgence  of  this  HooMl 
And  as  it  will  probably  be  among  the  last  publie 
acts  tbiM  wilt  evince  to  the  world,  the  continual- 
tion  and  prevalence,  of  one  of  those  powerful 
raiiDg- passion*  that  haslongpervaded  my  breast— 
Itnean  love  of  my  country — I  embrace  this  oi^ 
ponunity  to  declare,  that  instead -of  declining  in 
proportion  ,  to  my  bodily  powers,  it  increasea 
with  the  increase  of  years,  ami  becomes  moM 
animated  and  vigorous. in  proportion  to  the  nQm- 
ber'of  days  now  behind  me,  as  far  beyond  my 
reach  as  those  before  the  flood.  Hence  I  eoa>- 
elude  it  will  continue  to  increase,  the  few  rei- 
maining  days  that  mfly  be  allotted  10  roe  in  a  stal* 
of  mutability;  and  that,  when  the  number  of 
my  days  are  fulGlted,  and  ihjs  feeble  frame  et^- 
gaged  in  that  war  from  ifhich  there  is  nodi^ 
charge,  tbi^  nilj'ng  passion  will  remain  strong 
in  death — and  tb^  language  of  a  celebrated  poA 
addressing  his  friends,  may  with  propriety  bk 
adopted :  < 

"  In  that  dread  ffloment,  as  in  all  tbe  past,  . 

'  0 !  save  my  country,  Heaven !'  may^e  ray  last.  , 

After  Mr.  Slo&k  had  copoluded,  the  queaiida 
was  taken  on  bis  motion,  and  rejected.  .  I 

Some  discussion  ensued  upon  the  motion  ctf 
Mr.  J.  O.  Jaokbon  to  discharge  the  Committee.' 

Mr.  Nelson  m»de  some  observations  in  repl^ 
to  the  remarks  against  the  bill,  supporting  tbe  re^ 
ferenc9  to  a  select  committee.  He  denied'  the 
assertions  that  it  contained  anything  so  hostile  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  so  subversive  Of 
their  rights,  ai  bad  been  represented.  It  Was  hb 
belief  tJial  no  power  would  be  given  by  the  coa- 
templated  law,  even  in  its  present  form,  to  ezecit- 
tive  officers  greater  than  our  revenue  laws-at  thia 
time  invest  them  with.  .Oentlemen  would  find 
(be  said)  upon  investigation,  that  collectors  theb 
possessed  powers  as  extensive  as  any  delentted 
by  the  bill.  One  thing,  Mr.  N.  codid  not  befp  ad- 
miring. The  astonishiog  Change  which  bad  beeti 
produced  in  gentlemen  who  opposed  tbe  bill ;  and 
who  were  formerly  hot  so  conspicuous  for  theli 
alisiety  abd  watchfulness  over  the  rights  of  the 
people.  The  embat-go  had  been  said  to  produce 
miracles,  and  after  tnis,  be  should  firmly  believe 
the  assertioit.  When  he  heard  certain  members 
BO  load  in  defence  of  tbe  people's  privilege  j,  he  be- 
gan lofeelfflore  fatlh In  the  accounts  of  mlraclea 
which  had  betv  banded  down  to  us.  The  em- 
bargo having  wrought  this  wmderfal  change 
would  be  attended  with  at  least  on*  good  efleel. 


dovGoo^le 


931 


mSTOET  OF  CONGRESS. 


932 


fR. 


Enforcing  the  Embargo. 


Dbcbhmr,  1806. 


He  believed  he  should  be  a  better  Chti.iiian  for  it 
•11  (be  (lays  of  bis  life. 

M.  Tallhadog  said,  ihsC  on  ordinary  ooosionii 
be  W9S  disposed  to  send  bills  Cu  select  comitiittees 
for  ameDdraeoi ;  but  od  extraordinary  oceaMous, 
be  preferred  discussing  them  fully  in  the  House, 
and  if  they  were  found  to  be  dangerous  in  prio- 
eiple,  and  very  defeclire  in  dei&il,  their  furiber 
|)rogreBS  ought  to  be  arrested.  Of  ibis  descrip- 
tioo  and  character  did  he-deem  the  bill  now  under 
debate.  Sir,  said  Mr.T.,  if  1  rightly  uDderstBDi] 
tbe  proviiioDB  of  this  bill,  I  shall  declare  that  it 
la  fraught  with  mure  danger  to  the  liberties  and 
yiiTileges  of  the  people  of  ittiK  country,  than  any 
other  that  has  yet  been  offered  lo  llit  considera- 
tion of  Congress. 

When  1  first  r^ad  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  which  the  bill  owes  lis  origin, 
I  did  then  think  it  to  be  aii  exotic  plant,  not  cod- 
(enial  to  our  American  Eoil,  and  fondly  hoped 
and  believed  that  neither  braocb  of  the  Legisla- 
<nre  would  aanclioD  it.  To  my  aalonishmenl,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (be  Senate  have  seoi  to  us  a  bill,  into 
Woicb  are  ingrafLed  all  the  daneerolis  principles 
contained  in  that  report.  On  this  general  view 
of  the  subject  (or  if  I  deem  it  incorrect  to  go 
minutely  in  all  ihe  details  of  the  bill,  on  the  pres- 
ent motion)  I  have  no  heBitation  in  pronouncing 
the  bill  so  radically  and  vitally  defcciive,  both  in 
principle  and  in  all  its  provisions,  that  it  is  utterly 
incapable  of  amendment.  It  is  therefore  wholly 
•aeieu  to  send  il  to  t  select  commiitee.  Let  il 
be  diecussed  here  openly  before  the  nation,  and  if 
advocates  can  be  found  hardy  enough  to  avow 
Mch  sentiments,  publicly,  let  ihem  appear,  that 
we  may  meet  them  fairly  un  this  floor.  It  is  time 
that  the  people  of  this  country  sbouhl  know  who 
4he  men  are  thai  have  not  only  palsied  their  law- 
flil  exertions  by  a  perpetual  emoargo,  but  would 
BOW  jeopardize  their  dearest  rights,  to  enforce 
tkat  destructiire  measure.  However  mut;h  I  may 
Kapeot  the  other  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Qor- 
fimment,  I  cannot  consent  froiamoiivesof  delicacy 
or  complaisance  to  barter  away  any  of  the  rights 
of  our  constituents.  This  Home  cannot  have 
forgotten  the  late  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  the 

Eeople  of  this  country,  by  a  bill  sent  from  that 
onorable  body,  suspending  the  writ  of  habecu 
torpui.  And  now  was  it  treated  by  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  ihe  people  7  You  well 
remember,  sir,  thai  it  waa  rejected  in  this  House, 
almost  by  unanimous  consent.  I  view  the  bill 
BOW  under  consideration  inGnitely  more  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties  of  this  couniry,  than  the  bill 
lo  which  I  hare  referred.  If  this  bill  should  un- 
forluuately  pass  into  a  law.  then  will  this  coun- 
try literally  be  subjected  to  the  will  of  Adictalor; 
Ten,  sir,  and  one  o(  the  worst  stamp,  for  he  will 
be  a  military  dictator. 

Although  I  ought  uot  to  be  SB r prised  that  the 
fiiend*  of  iheemhargn  should  wish  by  all  legal 
and  coDsiiiQtional  means  to  enforce  the  obser- 
vance of  those  laws,  yet  I  stand  perfectly  aston- 
ished when  1  see  gentlemen  ready  to  surrender 
the  rights  of  tbeeitiien^  to  the  eoforoenient  of  an 
obooxioa*  lav.    At  a  iingle  stioke  you  prostrate 


the  ciril  power  and  make  it  completely  subser- 
Tient  lo  military  force. 

Who  can  read  the  provisioog  of  this  most  ex- 
traordinary bill,  and  notice  the  t^eayy  and  exces- 
sive bonds  required  in  the  second  section,  where 
the  owner,  consignee,  jfi  factor,  with  the  master 
□f  every  ship  or  vessel,  must  give  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  six  times  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and 
her  cargo,  that  the  embargo  laws  shall  not  be  vi- 
olated, witboot  plainly  discovering  that  even  tbe 
coasting  trade  must  thereby  beaimost  annihilated. 
1  have  no  belief  that  One  of  those  captains  who 
usually  carry  on  the  coasting  trade,  could  procure 
sureties  for  such  a  bond ;  more  especially  when 
it  is  provided  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  same 
bLllj  that  neither  capture,'dis(ress,  nor  any  other 
accideot  whatever,  (the  loss  of  the  vessel  at  sea 
excepted,)  slialt  be  a  plea  lojijitigate  the  penal* 
tie*  of  such  bond,  but  the  whole,  with  all  cotla, 
must  be  paid  by  the  defendant. 

If  we  turn  to  the  nioih  and  tenth  sections  of 
this  bill,  we  shall  find  that  no  man's  store  or  even 
house  iii  secure  from  soareh  by  our  oustom-hoiue 
officers.  If  tbe  cotlector  of  any  port  choose*  to 
suspect  that  you  hare  specie  in  yonr  desk,  intend' 
ed  for  expoTlBtion,  by  this  law  you  authorize  him 
to  maka  forcible  eniry  and  to  carry  it  off;  nor 
can  you  obtain  it  again  until  bond  with  sufficient 
sureties  shall  be  given  for  the  landing  and  deliv- 
ery of  thcsamC;  in  some  place  in  the  United 
SiBtea,  whence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  colleetor, 
there  shall  be  no  danger  of  a  removal.  -All  ibis 
high-handed  proceeding  is  to  be  justified  by  secret 
orders  to  be  issued  from  the  President  of  the  Uni> 
ted  States,  whos<<  irresponsible  mandates  the  col- 
lectors are  bound  to  obey. 

But  the  most  aUrmiog  power  conUiaed  in  this 
bill,  and  which  fills  ray  mind  with  hiirror  and  di*> 
may,  inTound  in  the  eleventh  section.    By  the 

Erovisions  of  this  section,  the  President  of  tbe 
Inited  Stales  is  armed  with  all  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  a*  well  as  all  the  railitia  of  the  Onited 
States,  to  enforce  the  due  observance  of  the  em- 
bargo laws,  which  ircmendnas  power  be  may  M- 
egaie  lo  whomsoever  he  pleases.  I  call  on  gea- 
tkmen  solemnly  to  pause  before  they  place  sticb 
unlimit^  power  in  the  bands  of  the  Esecativc, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  favorite  ueaMire. 
I  can  scarcely  believe  my  own  sense*  when  1  read 
that  section  of  the  bill  which  is  now  before  me, 
and  consider  it  as  having  already  received  Ibe 
sanction  of  ooe  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
as  sent  lo  this  House  for  concurrence.  I  really 
have  not  words  to  express  my  r^retandaitonisb- 
ment  that  such  a  principle  should  ever  have  bnen 
sanctioned  by  either  branch  of  this  Goverameni. 
With  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gab- 
DENtEK,)  I  can  say  thai  I  think  lb«  bill  deserves  a 
public  execution,  and  I  wish  to  give  it  one  openly, 
jn  tbe  face  of  day,  before  the  nation.  I  want  no 
select  eomraiitee  lo  inform  my  judgment  od  this 
head,  for  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  however  niee 
the  cookery  may  be  madfc  that  dish  can  never 
suit  my  palate.  I  know  full  well  the  meaoiog 
and  extent  of  tbi*  tremendous  power,  and  never 
will  i  cvuMt  to  array  the  military  and  naval 
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force  of  my  oouolrjr  against  my  tell^,„■^^,,„.tu'<. 
before  the  milder  measures  of  legal  process  shall 
kare  been  tried  and  fouad  ineffeoluiL  Wheo  : 
couniff  has  become  base  enough  to  submit  to  sue) 
measure*,  it  proves  one  of  two  things  iooontro 
vartiblf  lo  mj  mind,— jyther  that  their  ruler; 
tbrvu^h  ignorance  o^  wickedness,  enact  lam  si 
oSeDsiTe  to  the  people  that  they  cannot  be  eiecu 
ted  ID  the  ordinary  maoner ;  or  that  ttie  peopl< 
them*FlTes  hBTB  becouK  indiffitrent  to  their  con 
ditioD  and  ripe  for  rnin.  Thia  I  arm  peraaaded  i 
mot  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the  United 
SutM,  for  whom,  1  h«rablf  trust,  TieateD  has ' 
atore  many  and  peculiar  blessings, 

1  should  mourn  over  the  departed  glory  of  mf 
conotry  (to  achieve  whoM  indepeadeDce  my  fee- 
ble but  faithful  serricBs  wert  aSbrded)  if  I  cpuld 
bcliere  the  great  body  of  its  citizens 
to  aobmit  to  such  base  degradation.  It  is  enQDgh 
ID  aubmit  to  the  despotism  o(  the  sword  when  it 
•halt  be  forced  upon  usj  for  Heaven's  sake  let  us 
not  eonrt  it  by  a  public  law. 

The  gentlemati  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson] 
baa  asserted  on  this  Boor,  that  every  provision  it 
thia  bill  is  rect^Msed  by  the  revenoe  laws  of  thi 
Untied  Slater,  and  then  very  sDetringly  adds,  that 
those  laws  were  passed  by  federal  men,  under  a 
federal  adninistration.  I  admit  that  ihe-reveBue 
syaiem  was  enacted  by  federal  mea,  and  the  wis- 
dom of  those  measures  is  fully  sanctioned  by  a 
long'  period  oC  unexampled  prosperity  and  coin- 
iBcreial  importance.  But  1  utteri;r  denv  that  the 
preaeot  bill  is  supported,  or  its  prineiples  recog- 
Bia«d  >y  the  revenue  laws'of  the  United  States. 
Id  my  judgment  there  may  be  found  more  anti- 
lepablieati  Itndenciea  in  one  section  of  this  bill, 
tbas  can  be  selected  from  the  whole  revenue  sys- 
lem  of  the  United  States,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  sections.  I  call  npon  any  gen- 
tlenaB  upon  tbia  floor  to  point  out  sueh  prmci- 
fies  in  our  revenue  laws,  a*  thoie  contained  in 
the  few  seetiODS  I  have  already  quoted.  Sir,  thvy 
u«  not  10  be  found  there,  to  disgrace  the  pages  of 
(hat  syatem,  nor  to  dishonor  its  authors. 

Thesime'gentlemanaffeols  to  believe  that  the 
days  for  working  miractea  bare  again  returned, 
inasmuch  as  federal  men  have,  now  become  the 
iHenda  of  the  people.  That  class  of  men  with 
whom  I  have  toe  honi>T  toact,«evet  trumpeted 
their  own  praise  ih  every  corner  of  the  aireels, 
BOr  claimed,  like  some  others,  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  being  the  friends  of  the  people,  fbey 
iMve  uniformly  pursued  that  ayaieni  of  policy 
whtch  their  great  head,  the  immctftal  Waemi<a- 
TON,  taught,  and  they  left  their  priaciplea  and  con- 
duet  to  be  tested  by  the  result  When  the  bless- 
inga  of  the  embargo  shall  be  a  little  more  fully 
experienced,  and  specially  if  the  bill  now  on 
TOdr  table  t^onld  be  enactad  into  a  law,  with  all 
lis  detestable  featnrea  about  it,  the  peonle  must 
probably  begin  to  feel  the  burden  that  will  oppress 
tfaem,  and  most  probably  will  determine  without 
the  aid  of  miracles,  who  has  been  the  authors  of 
their  aceumulated  distresses. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Nelson) 
with  peculiai  felicity,'  teems  to  appl/  the  terms 


ftucai*  and  tcowtdrei*,  to  all  the  violators  of  hie 
fovorile  system,  the  embargo.  I  am  truly  sorry 
that  such  harsh  and  unworthy  expressiens  should 
be  uttered  within  these  walls ;  for  really  I  cannot 
suppose  it  to  be  consonant  with  the  decorum,  of 
denaie'.  But  it  may  be  well  to  remind  that  gen- 
tleman that  the  most  boDorable  men  in  the  com- 
munity, to  whom  1  know  he  would  be  uiiwilliu[ 
to  apply  those  odioos  epithets,  may,  by  the  provt- 
■iens  of  this  bill,  very  innocently  incur  iha  pen- 
alties attached  to  tile  violation  of  theembargo. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  deolaring 
to  this  honorable  House,  that  I  am  seriously  alatni- 
ed  for  the  present  condition  of  our  country,  and 
am  very  solemnly  impressed  with  the  aspect  of 
our  public  affairs.  While  I  fully  believe  that  a 
great  portion  of  oar  constituents  view  the  em- 
bargo system  as  impoliiio  and  ruinous  in  the  ex- 
treme, my  apprehensions  for  the  future  pence  and 
tranquillity  of  this  country  are  greatly  awakened 
when  [  perceive  such  a  pertinacious  adherence  to 
such  high-handed  measures  as  are  contained  in 
this  billT  A  general  dislike  to  any  law,  by  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  for  whose  benefit  it  per- 
ports  to  be  enasted,  is  always  good  ground  tor  ita 
repeal ;  and  gentlenien  will  do  well  to  conuder 
how  far  auoh  severe  privation  can  be  carried  be- 
fore open  opposition  is  excited. 

-I  trust  I  shall  never  attempt  an  alteration  of 
measures  by  exciting  the  fears  of  this  honorable 
Honse ;  but  if  the  warning  voicf  of  our  iUusld' 
ours  founder  cautioned  his  coontrymen  agaiuM 
every  attempt  to  sever  the  unionof  these  State*. 
I  pray  gentlemen  to  remember  that  a  system  of 
so  mucb'  severity,  pursued  with  auch  unyielding 
perseverance,  may  produce  evils  which  every 
friend  lo  bis  country  would  deprecate.  With  aucn 
solemn  apprehensions  upon  my  mind,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  directlv  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill 

)w  before  us,and  shall  rejoice  to  see  it  conaign- 

1  to  political  petditioD. 

Mr.  Ma^tebs  said  this  bill  carried  the  stamp  of 
deapottsm  and  degradationj  it  was  wide  from  the 
path  prescribed  by  duty  and  honor,  and  was  the  off- 
spring of  unsettled  theory  and  unthinking  policy. 

If  great  and  unusual  exertions  are  neceuary  in 
the  present  crisis, .can  you,  by  your  present  mea- 
sures, disappoint  the  hopes  of  the  Dclligerents] 
You  unnerve  your  own  strength,  and  you  will 
pie  the  country  at  no  distant  period.  The 
foundation  ofthe  strength  of  a  nation  is  spirit, 
pride,  and  resources ;  you  disarm  their  courage, 
distract  their  eflbrta,  and  destroy  their  reaontcea. 
Your  measures  are  not  guided  by  the  peal  max- 

IB  of  sound  policy. 

The  gentleman  from  Nortli    Carolina  (Ur. 

i.aTON)  considers  the  bill  not  only  beneficial, 
but  perfect;  and  says  no  member  has  presutned 

<  point  out  any  defect  in  form-or  principle,  even 

a  single  section  of  the  bill. 

I  beg  the  iodulgeoDe  of  the  House,  while  I  at- 
tempt lo  point  out  sorae.of  the  dangerous  princi- 
jdeaaad  couscqueoee^contaiited  in  this  bill.  By 
the  latter  part  of  the  second  section,  your  coUeo- 
lor  may  grant  permission  to  ship  any  cargo  to 
any  pott  within  the  United  States,  or  may  refuaa 
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mch  permissioD,  at  hU  iliscreiioq.  In  fscl.  you 
gire  <o  yoai  collector  the  power  of  regulaiing 

!'our  coBstiriE  trade.  I  witi  pau  aver  ibe  thiro, 
aurth  and  fifth  seciioDs,  which  are  far  from  be- 
in^.  uneiceptioDable.  The  aixth  seclion  relalea 
principally  to  Ihe  regtsieriDgand  sale  of  ships  and 
Tewets,  by  which  you  compel  the  seller  to  give 
enormous  heavy  bo'odii.  you  unwarraotably  inter- 
fere in  the  COD  tracts  of  your  citizens,  aod  compel 
the  seller  lo  become  partictpa  criminii  with  a 
third  person  over  whom  he  has  no  control,  la 
short  you  prohibit  the  owners  of  this  sort  of  pro- 
perty from  making  any  transfer,  however  fair  and 
Booest. 

In  .the  sBvenih  section,  when  a  bond  ahall  be 
giren  to  the  United  States,  that  the  cargo  of  a 
Teasel  shall  be  telanded  in  some  port  of  the  Uoi' 
ted  States,  the  parties  lo  sach  bond  shall  produce 
■  certificate, from  the  proper officer.of  the  reland- 
■OK  of  the  same  in  two  and  four  monlbs.  Ob 
&ilnre  whereof  the  bond  shall  be  put  in  suit, and 
expressly  direct  jodgment  shall  be  issued  against 
the  defendant,  unless  there  is  proof  of  the  rela(id> 
iiif[or  loss  of  the  vessel  ^(  sea.  Sir,  you  interfere 
with  the  business  of  your  fair  judiciary,  and  in 
the  tame  clause  yon  forbid  the  capture  or  distress 
of  the  resset,  or  any  other  a[:cident  whatever, 
(however  true  and  without  fraud,)  to  be  admitted 
as  evidence  In  defence  of  the  suit. 

The  very  essence  of  private  right  is  attacked 
uid  defeated.  You  disaolve.all  eitabtished  prin- 
eiples,aQd  will  overthrow  the  fabric  of  society, 
wnich  time  has  just  reared.  You  derange  the 
order  of  things,  and  produce  confusion  and  de- 
Btraction,  with  the  deraflgeinent  of  property.  An. 
orerbearing  itDd  unthinking  majority  has  often 
produced  confusion -and  calamity  in  Ooverninent; 
this  confusion  and  calamity  will  be  increased  by 
tbi*  law.  These  dangers  may  be  obviated,  by 
adopting  a  course  of  measures  suited  to  our  na- 
tional ciretimsiances  and  particular  energies  of 
the  country. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  bill  authorizes  the 
collectors  to  take  into  their  custody  ^ipecie,  or  any 
article  of  domestic  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, deposited  in  unusual  places  or  in  unusual 
qaaoiities,  or  when  in  vessris,  carts,  wagons, 
•lei^B,  or  any  other  carriage,  or  in  anv  manner 
apparehtly-on  their  wayiowards  ihi 
a  foreign  niition  or  the  vicinity  thereof. 


Sir,  the  extraordinary  and  v 


a  grant  of  il- 


ill,  admits  of  no  justiScatioD,  nor  even  palli  

The  farmers,  by  mere  ignoranceand  inadvertency, 
may  be  subjected  to  the  severest  penalties  for 
things  done  in  common,  ordinary  and  necessary 
manageraent  of  Iheir  business.  Your  collectors 
are  to  be  armed  with  unlimited  power  to  search 
from  the  closet  of  the  farmer  to  his  wagOQ  or 
cart.  Every  man's  house  is  lis  hie  to  be  suspected, 
viaiied,  and  ransacked;  as  well  in  the  night  as 
day  time,  and  your  citizens  intimidated  by  a  troop 
of  armed  taen  and  custom-house  officers ;  withoot 
inquiring  into  the  truth  ;  without  information 
npoD  oath,  and  without  a  warrant.  Yes,  sir,  it  is 
UU  to  ibe  mere  arbitrary  diKtation  at  a  custom- 


house officer,  to  search  for,  and  seize  the  piopeitr 
of  your  citizens.. 

If  your  power  was  not  bounded  by  the  Coneti- 
luliun,  you  ought  to  be  bounded  by  your  modera> 
tion  and  equity,  and  by  the  trust  reposed  in  you 
by  society,  and  by  Ihejjaws.of  Qod  aud  nature. 
You  take  from  your  citizens  that  great  privilege 
which  they  had  under  the  law,  that  their  houses 
cannot  be  searched  without  a  warrant  and  infor- 
mation upon  oath.  This  is  not  an  abstract  ot 
speculative  notion,  but  has  beeu.  the  mode  of  prac- 
tice in  all  times  and  in  all  nati«ns  that  ever  saw 
the,  light  of  liberty,  or  lived  under  the  ehipire  of 
laws.  When  yi>u  extend  ihe  vexatious  power  of 
your  officers  to  invade  private  property,  the  irre- 
sistible law  of  self-defence  operates  against  yon; 
and  the  fundatuenial  principles  of  the  Constilu- 
lion  shake  uiidei  your  hands.  I  deem  ibis  bill 
lo  be  an  intolerable  oppression,  a  Sec  ting  pri»te 
property,  and  destructive  of  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  private  families. 

Id  all  Governments  power  is  liable  to  be  abused. 
When  a  Legislature  grants  power  to  individuals 
that.power  ought  to  be  limited  and  defined.  Tbia 
bill  gives  arbitrary  and  despotic  power,  uncontra- 
dicted and  without  limitation. 

In  every  Governnient  resides  some  where  abso- 
lute and  unlimited  authority;  in  this  country 
that  Butborj'ty  is  vested  in  the  people.  In  extreme 
cases  it  is  justifiable  for  the  people  colieelirely  to 
interfere.  This  is  the  greatest  and  most  perilona 
responsibility  ia  conscience  and  in  duty  to  all 
who  act  or  advise  in  it ;  pregnant  as  it  is  with 
danger  and  confusion,  you  must  not  harass  and 
use  your  citizens  wiih  arbitrary  power  and  arbi- 
trary force,  unknown  iu  a  free  Gurernmenl.  Bad 
laws  roust  be  maintained  byforee— good  laws  need 

It  in  strange  to  reflect  that  in  a  country  which 
has  liberty  fot  its  principle,  arbittsry  and  absolute 
power  should  be  granted  to  your  collectors  over 
the  persons  and  properly  of  yonr  citizens. 

If  a  collector  takes  a  dinlike,  however  whimsi- 
cal, however  unjust,  to  an  innocent  citizen,  he 
may  reduce,  him  to  the  state  of  a  dependent  slkre, 
before  he  can  obtain  redresa. 

li  is  said  the  priated  bill  in  my  hands  ii  differ- 
ent from  the  bill  before  the  House.  There  ia  no 
maierial  alteration  in  form  or  substance. 

The  tenth  section  of  tbe  bill  declares  that  the 
powers  given  to  the  colteeiots  shall  be  exercised 
in  conformity  to  such  general  rules  and  inaCfVc- 
t ions  as  the  President  may  prescribe;  and  that 
the  CDllectorsshallnotbeliabte  to  any  action,  aui^ 
or  judgment  on.account  of  aity  detention,  or  for 
having  taken  any  articles  iniO'lheir  custody. 

I  cannot  but  hi  most  seriously  alarmed  at  a 
stretch  of  power,  so  wide,  so  unnecessary,  and  so 
uncoDsiituiional.  This  clttuse  gives  a-power  dan- 
gerous in  iu  consequences,  which  ought  not  to  be 
trusted  with  any  man,  whatsoerer.  The  shackles 
of  restriction  are  always  necessary  to  conSne  the 
hands  of  tyranny,  and  shorieo  the  strides  of  an- 
bilioo.  You  indemnify  your  collector  for  any 
wronger  injury  hemay  eommil;  hewill  iriumpb 
over  a  cittzea  whom  he  hac  made  a  Ticiim,  aaA 
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■talk  about  in  open  and  inaolent  defiance  of  all 
the  fuodamenlal  principles  of  liberty  and  law. 

I  believe  it  will  be  admitted  ibat  one  of'ihi 
great  ends  of  pur  silling  liete.  ia  to  lake  care  do 
only  of  ihe  liberties  and  properties  of  the  peopli 
in  geoeral,  but  of  every  man,  aod  every  Eel  of 
men.  You  have  the  means  in  your  bands,  hy  lit 
natural  operaiion  of  tbe  Governmeot,  of  prevent 
ing- abuses,  and  securiog  a  due  atteniioa  loiheiD 
terests  and  feelings  of  every  part  of  the  coaimu 
aitv.  Xhis  bill  will  expose  us  to  the  coufusioi: 
aod  misery  of  contending  divisioDs,-and  produce 
debility  in  ibe  nation.Bnd  insure  success  in  favor 
of  your  opitonenis.  Mankind  in  genernl  are  the 
same;  act  from  the  same  principfes,  a(id  fall  by 
'  Ihe  same  temptations.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  reason  of  man  is  not  always  sufficient  for  the 
government  oFrn'ttl)  ;  she  often  gives  h?r  eiipire 
to  the  passions  and  to  party,  and  renders  it  diffi- 
cult to  foresee  the  evils  sumcieotly  timely  lo'pre- 
venl  the  mischief. 

The  llfh  section  of  this  bill  gives  power  to  the 
President,  oi  such  other  person  as  he  shall  em- 
power for  that  purpose,  to  enforce  your  embargo 
mws  by  military  power.  There  are  but  two  ways 
of  fixing  the  badge  of  slavery  upon  a  free  people; 
by  military  force  or  by  encroachments  on  ineir 
lioerty  ;  both  are  contemplated  in  this  bill.  For 
God's  sake, is  this  the  doctrine  of  the  ConslitutioD  7 
Isthisdoctrinethat  Americans  will  swallow?  Can 
it  go  down?  ir  we  fait  under  ihe  shade  of  this 
power,  thjs  law;  iHa;  sleep  may  end  in  death.  I. 
implore  geotlemen,  if  theV  have  any  affeciion  for. 
their  country,  or  legafd  lor  ihe  liberties  of  their 
posterity,  noi  lb  attempt  to  govern  a  free  people 
Dy  a  riiilitary  ibrce.  The  iholight  of  putting;  it 
to  trial  strikes  me  with  horro;'.  Let  us  not  drive 
our  citizeiis  to  despair — the  despair  of  a  brave 
peoplp  turns  to  courage,  thai  courage  once  exerled 
your  Government  is  at  an  end.  Sir,  our  all  i.t  ai 
stake;  our  Constiiution  is  giving  way.  The 
principles  and  maxim*  of  this  bill  are  more  adapt- 
ed to  Turkish  government  than  the  American 
Republic,  and  ii  will  stand  upon  record  as  an 
evidence  to  future  generations  of  our  wcaknesa 
and  folly- 
It  is  with  the  most  deliberate  and  solemn  con- 
»ictSon  I  oppose  this  bill.  When  any  dangerous 
innovation  threatens  ua,  il  is  the  duly  of  every 
American  to  be  vigilant  and  check  it  wherever 
il  is  found.  Of  the  Constitution  we  cannot  be 
too  sparing  or  abstemious,  it  has  cost  much,  and 
it  is  worth  more  than  it  ha;  cost,  and  without 
it  everything  else  wilt  be  of  little  value.  Slices 
of  the  ConstilutioQ  are  the  last  things  I  wilt  give 
away  ;  nor  will  I  maim  it  to  gratify  any  party,  or 
to  jnsiify  any  measure.  I  wilTbeepii  strait  laced. 
This  is  the  contest  between  liberty  and  tyranny, 
between  oppression  and  free  government. 

If  you  progress  in  your  present  system,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  a  tiandinc  army  to  protect 
you  against  the  resenlBienl  of  the  jieople,  who 
will  see  the  nature  and  true  cause  of  the  distem- 
per. If  you  stand  in  your  seases,  yon  cannot,  aa 
members  of  qivil  society,  wish  tfais  bill  to  pass. 
Tou  will  do  well  to  reflect  what  cODtequencea 


may  result  from  it  to  yourselves  and  the  nation. 
I  do  Terily  believe,  from  the  true  temper  of  the 
American  people^this  bill  will  rouse  tbe  spirit  of 
the  nation.  Are  you  aware  hnw  general  opposi- 
tion will  becoraej  which,  from  the  limes  in  which 
we  aland,  it  is  neither  wise  nor  honest  lo  provoke) 
Indeed  I  am  amazed  that  these  considerations 
make  no  impression  on  this  House.  It  is  not 
common  sense,  hut  downright  madness  to  follow 
your  wild  principles. 

How  long  are  ihe  American  people  to  comiDOe 
the  passive  victims  of'  tbe  embargo  ?  When  the 
ndiion  begins  more  seriously  to  feel  the  evils,  their 
national  re.venge  will  be  sharpened  by  the  smart; 
and  if  you  pass  this  bill,  you  will  bring  dowa 

ihei -■- '^--'-  -'"  ■- -  '  -  — 

don 
where  the 

We  are  waging  war  againat  the  public  opioton. 
The  voice  of  the  nation  is  against  the  proceedinga 
of  Gorernment,  and  ibis  system  is  not  the  system 
of  the  people.  Your  measures  are  not  warranted 
by,  the-  sound  roaxims  of  government,  nor  the  ex- 
amples drawn  from  the  history  of  the  world.  You, 
by  an  extension  of  power,  urge  the  puniahmeot  of 
onences,  of  which  you  yourselves  have  been  the 

Thi^  state  of  Ihin^  cannot  long  remain  as  tbey 
are.  Commercial  jealoQsy  is  roused  and  will  in- 
crease; and  without  an  united  interest  in  com- 
merce, in  a  commercial  country,  our  political  con- 
federacy will  receive  manyshocks,Bndaseparatiea 
of  interest  will  threaien  s  separation  of  connexiou, 
endanger  (bfl  Union,  and  sba^s  the  Constitution  to 
its  centre;  which  every  honest  American  moat 
shudder  to  look  at. 

The  last  Congress  rejected  a  bill  to  suspend  the 
habeas  corpus,  a  &n  infringement  on  public  li!^ 
erty,  "With  marked  contempt.  How  much  more 
necessary  is  it  to  show  your  decided  distippToba- 
tion  of  this  extraordinary  bill?  Let  it  not  be 
sheltered  behind  a  secret  committee. 

The  motion  was  further  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Gabdneb,  Qardekieb,  Ltoh,  aod  QmNCT;  and 
sopported  by  Mes.^rs.  Baoon,  Jackson,  Alston, 
Macon,  Soutsabd,  and  Bppes. 

Mr.  RANnoLPB  said  that  he  should  be  for  tbe 
reference  to  a  select  commiltee,  but  thought  ft 
best  to  give  iLem  some  instructions  as  lo  what 
amendments  were  io.be  m^de — this  would  be  beat 
done  l^y  first  debating  the  provisions  of  the  bill  ia 
the  House. 

The  question  on  discharging  the  Committee 
from  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill,  was  taken  and 
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The  bift  Vas  ihep  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
of  Mr.  John  G.  Jackson,  Mr. 
MacoNj  Mr-TiNnLET,  Mr.  Storv,  Mr.  Sodth-_ 
ABD,  Mr.  Bibb,  and  Mr.  HoWabd. 


Wbbnbbbat,  December  28. 

Mr.  LovB,  from  the  committee  appointed,  the 

eighth  instant,  on  the  petition  of  John  Strother, 

and  10  whom  were  also  referred,  at  sundry  titaea. 


dovGoo^le 


HI8T0KT  OF  CONGKEBS. 


H.  or  R. 


Andrew  J.  Viilard. 


Decemreb,  1808, 


other  petitions  upon  the  subject  o{  claims  agaiusi 
the  United  States  which  are  barred  b;  ibe  Etautes 
oflimitatioD,  preseated  a  bill  makiop  provision 
for  the  discbarge  of  certain  unsatisfied  claims 
against  the  Uoited  States ;  which  vtas  read  twice, 
aod  eomnilited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
fnrlbeT  time,  the  first  section  of  an  act.  eaiiiled 
"An  aci  furiher  to  proleet  the  commerce  and 
anmeo  of  the  jQoited  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  AugUstin 
Serry.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  lime  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
oflast  teisioo  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on 
Kvenue  bunds.  The  amendments  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 'Manufactures 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  the  biTl,  which  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  lime  to  day;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JoBM  Q.  Jackson,  from  tbe  committee  to 
whom  was  yesterday  referred  the  bill  seal  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  enforce  and  make 
more  efiectual  an  act,  entitled  !An  act  laying  an 
embki^  on  ell  shipa  and  vessels- in  the  porta  and 
harbors  of  the  United  Slates,'  and  the  several 
acts lupplemenlary  thereto,"  made  a  report  ibere- 
on;  which  was  read,  and,  t^elher  with  the  said 
bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Fridy  neit— 37  to  35. 

ANDREW  J,  VILIARD. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  tbe  relief  of  A.  J. 
Villard  went  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. Tbe  bill  wa*  then  read  a  third  time.  [It 
contemplates  the  giving  to  Mr.  Villard  one  thou- 
sand dollars  fqr  an  improvement  in  the  mode  of 
mounting  cannon  .J 

Mea^ri.  Tallhadqe,  Pitkin,  Qcinct,  Ely, 
Alexakder,  and  Rb£ a,  opposed  the  bill,  oii  the 
ground  that  the  invention  would  be  inoperative 
in  practice ;  and  even  if  not,  that  it  was  inyenied 
by  a  person  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  mate  all  the  improvement 
be  could.  Messrs.NEWTon,  Tavlob,  andSuiLiE. 
■Dpported  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely useful,  was  bow  actually  in  practice,  and 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stater. 

The  hill  was  passed— yeas  55,  nays  4i,  as 
follows : 

T>As — Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willii  Alston,  Jan., 
Eiekiel  Bacon,  Uavid  Bird.  Joseph  Barker,  Borwell 
BbmMI,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Tbamu  Btoiint,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Bo;le,  Robert  Brown,  Willism  Butler, 
Joaeph  Calhoun,  John  Colpeper,  Richard  Catts,  John 
Pawson,  JoKph  Desha,  Dwiiiil  M.  DoreU,  John  W. 
EppM,  William  Fiodle;,  Jamei  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholwn, 
jua-,  lauiah   h.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  Hoiiter, 


William  Holme,  James  Holland,  Daniel  Ilile;,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  ICenan,  Williua 
Kirlcpatrick,  John  Lotb,  Robert  Marion,  William  Ho 
Creory,  John  ftfontgomerj,  Roger  Nelson,  Thorau 
Neivton,  Wilson  C.  Nichotu,  John  Porter,  Jicob 
Ricbards,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneier  Secver,  Samuel 
Shan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
Richard  BUnford,  John  Tiiylor,  John  Thomnon, 
George  M.  Troup.  Daniel  C  Verplanck,  Jesse  Whar- 
ton, Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NxTa— Evan'  Aleiapder,  WUIiam  BlacUedge,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  Bpaphroditui  ChatO|Hoo,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Mattheit  Clay,  John  Davenport,  Jan., 
Janiei  Elliol,  Wiiliam  Elv.  Meahack  Franklin,  Baraot 
GardeiiieT,  Francii  Gaidner,  Charles  Goldabraooah, 
Edwin  Gray,  Richard  JacluoD,  Robert  JeakiDa,J^ 
Lambert,  JoMph  Leivis,  Jan.,  Edward  8l  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jogiah  MBiters,  Daniel  Mopt- 
gomeTj,  jun..  Jeremiah  MorroWi  John  Morrow,  JoDa. 
than  O.  Moaely,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Fugh,  Josiah  Qnbey,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee. Mstthias  Ricbarda.  ^muel  Riker,  Jamea 
Sloan,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  WiUiam  Stal- 
man,  Clement  Storer,  Lewi*  B.Stargea,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabea  Vp- 
ham,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Q.dincs  to  amend 
the  title  of  the  said  bill  to  read  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit:  "An  act  to  reward  Andrew 
Joseph  Villard  for  cerlitia  extra  services  and  ex- 
penses:" And  on  tbe  question  that  the  title  be  so 
amended?  it  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  25, 
navK  59,  as  follows: 

Yiis — Evan  Alexander,  Epaphroditua  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  Vf,  Dana, 
John  DsTenport,  jnn.,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  Ely, 
flarent  Oardenier,  Francis  Gardner.  Charles  Golda- 
borough,  Richard  Jsckaon,  Robert  Jenkina,  Jama* 
Kelly,  Edward  St.  Loe  LivermOre,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely, 
Timothy  Pitkhl,  jun.,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Samuel  Smith, 'William  ^ledman,  L«wiB 
B.  Sturgea,  Benjamia  Tallmadge,  Jahei  Upham,  and 
Philip  Van  Cottlandl, 

Ntis — Lemnel  J.  Alston.  Willis  AlstOD,  jun-,  David 
Bard,  Bvwell  Bauett,  William   W.  Bibbi  WiUioin 

1  Bntki, 
,  m,  Orch- 
'ook,  John  Dawson.  Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph  Deaha, 
J<^n  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley.  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  GholMui.  jun.,  liaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hci*l«r, 
William  Helms,  Jamea  HoUand,  DaVid  Holmea.  Ben- 
jamin Howard.  Daniel  Ueley,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Waller 
Jones,  Thamas  Kenan.  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah  Maiters, 
William  MeCreery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  -jun.,  John 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Porter,  John  Pugb,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthiu  Richards, 
Samuel  Biker,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Ricfatrd 
Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  John  Taylor,  Jamea  I.  Vaa 
Alen,  lesac  WUbour,  and  Alexander  WilaoD- 

Xetolred,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Andrew  Joseph  Villard." 

TBnRsoAV,  December  29. 
An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  df  ADgusliu 
Serry  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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AmeaMgefrom  th«  ^nateiarormedlbe  Home 
thmt  the  Senate  bafC'pa^edlbe  bill,  eolilled  "An 
act  autboriziDg  ibe  FraBident  to  employ  aa  addi- 
liDBBl  number  of  revenue  cutters,"  wiib  seyeral 
■mendiDeBts  ;  to  irtiich  tbey  desire-  tbe  coacnr- 
renee  of  thii  House. 

On  luotioD  or  Mr.  Blodmt, 

Betotoed,  That  the  Commitiee  of  Coiaitierce 
and  MaoufBciures  be  inairucied  to  inquire  into 
tbe  expedieoGf  of  coatiaainKiu  force  the  act,  en- 
tilled  "An  »ci  for  tbe  estabTisbment  of  iradiag- 
hoases'Wiih  tbe. ladjan  tribes;"  and  also  to  in- 
4iiire  vheiher  any,  aod,  if  B»)r,  what,  amendment 
i*  neeessary  to  the  wine. 

FOREIGN  LICENSES. 

The  Hovse  resolved  ils^If  iaio  a  Commideeof 
the  Whole  on  (he  bill  for  oompellios  vessels  nbv 
abroad  to  return  home^  lod  lor  preventioe  any 
citizen  of  ibe.Uaiied  Slates  from  taking  irom  a 
foreigo  Power  a  license  10  IrajJe,  &<;. 

Various  amendnienis  were  made  lu  tbe  detail 
-of  the  bill.  The  second  section,  which  is  iniend- 
ed  to  preyent  vessels  from  navigating  under  a 
foreign  licente,  was  ameaded,  on  moliao  of  Mr. 
Stobv,  so  as  10  make  the  act  a  misdemeaqiDr,  to 
declare  the  yeiset  to  offending  io  be  forfeited,  and 
ID  impose  a  penalty  011  the  onender  of  a  sam  not 
exceeding  tlO,0(H>.  Tbe  Int  of  October  was  Sxed 
as  the  day  after  wbiob  this  soctian  should  lake 
effect.  V 

The  Committee  tbea  rose  and  reported  tbe  bill 


The  HoDse  having  taken  op  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

'  Mr.  Bacoji  wished  tbe  amendmeate  to  be  oer- 
Btived,  as  be  thougbi  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
(for  fonipellihg  vessels  now  out  to  return  home) 
looiied  lo  a  continuaiiCe  of  (h«  embtirgo  for  a 
longer  period  than  he  wished  to  contemplate. 
Tbe  second  section  he  ^as  decidedly  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  Newt.on  said,  if  the  Hotise  were  in  favor 
of  tbe  first  section,  he  thought  they  should  not  be 
prevented  fronl  voting  for  it  because  ii  might  be 
made  use  a!.(ot  eteciioneering  purposes. 

Mr.  DoRE(.L  declared  himself  opposed  Io  the 
whole  bill.  .If  it  was  a  part  of  a  system,  he  wish- 
ed to  see  the  whole  of  ic>  It  appeared  10  him  10 
be  tite  cauce  iavoduced  before  the  meal. 

Mr.  &TDBT  coincided  with  hb  colleague  (Mr. 
Bagon)  in  wishing  the  finiaeeliou  to  be  stricken 
fmt.  He  feared  that  art  impreasioa  would  be 
made  on  the  public  miodihat  it  was' intended- to 
coDiinne  the  embargo  as  long  as  the  time  allowed 
bf  this  seetion  (eighteen  months)  for  vessels  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope  to  return.  He  was 
not  prepared  at  ihis  moment  to  say  Whai  vote  he 
might  give  on  tbe  further  coolinuance  of  the  em- 
bargo; but  he  n;as  prepared  to  say  that  fur  eigb- 
leen  months  longer  it  would  not  be  the  policy,  or 
redound  to  the  honor  of  tbe  United  Stales  to  con- 
tinue iL  It  was  a  system  which  operated  indi- 
rectly on  the  belligerents.  After  every  means 
bad  been  eshsusted  to  preserve  peao^  (as  was 
now  neatly  the  case,)  he  wished  ia,see  tne  nation 
assumo  tbe  tame  atlilude,  assert  the  sam.e  princi- 


ples, and  toaintHin  the  same  character  whichr 
marked  our  foretjthers — the  same  which  marked 
them  in  1776,  and  vindicate  oar  rights  with  hoit- 
orabte  and  open  warfare.  For  this  reason  he  wb» 
apposed  to  Ihe  Gist  section  of  the  bill,  bepause  if 
might  convey  an  impTcssion  which,  for,  one  b»' 
was  not  willing  to  sanction.  He  did  not  consider 
tbe  bill  as  connected  with  the  embargo.  The 
second  section  was  on?,  he  said,  which  every  man 
possesstBg  the  feelings  of  an  American  ought  lo 
vole  for;  for  tbe'orders  and. decrees,  to  submit  to> 
which  the  House  bad  declared  would  bean  aban- 
donment of  our  tights, >had  closed  every  avena* 
of  commerce.  America  was  not  destined  to  de- 
peod'fot  the  eSercise  of  hef  maritime  rights  on 
the  smiles  or  frowns  of  any  foreign  natioo.  She 
was  desiibed  to  enjoT  a  fret*  cofomerce,  and  not 
to  take,  as  a  boon,  a  license  to  pursue  that  trade 
whieh  tbe  claimed  as  a  right  of  nature ;  and  tb« 
second  section  of  this  bill  was  to  prevent  a  few, 
who  had  forfeited  all  title  to  the  honorable  name 
of  Americans,  by  accepting  foreign  licenses  to 
trade,  from  disgracing  (he  character  of  tbe  Uni' 
led  Slates.  He  coold  wish  that  the  first  section 
should  be  negaliveil,ibat  Congress  might  not  ap- 
pear (0  have  legislated  on  an  esisliog  fact;  thai' 
nothing  might  be  left  on  reeord  lo  hand  down  lo 
posterity  the  fact  that,  in  the  short  period  of  thir- 
ty years  from  tbe  declaration  of  our  mdependenc^ 
ttiere  had  been  Americans  willing  10  surrender  it. 
He  wished  tbe  principle  of  the  second  seetion  to- 
be  permaaent  and  co-existent  with  the  Cooali- 

Mr.  S.  Bon^idered  the  embargo  as  havinz  bee& 
a  wise  measure;  ihat  it  had  answered  all  th« 
purposes  of  precaution  ;  but- the  time  wootd  soob' 
arrive  when  it  must  either  be  effectual  or  when 
its  effect  ad  a  coercive  measore  might  be  doubted. 
He  wished  to  do  nothing  which  should  hold  <hii 
Eta  idea  that  [he  embargo  would  be  continued  for 
any  great  lengllj.of  time  longer.  Tbe  language' 
made  use  of  for  party  purposes,  vbich  bad  pene- 
trated into  every  hovel  ana  been  repeated  at  every 
fire-side  in  the  country,  in  relation  lo  tbe  embar- 
go, was,  thai  it  was  intended  to  pat  the  Northern 
States  at  the  feet  of  the  Soulhern ;  that  the  Notife 
was  to-be  crushed  and  rendered  subservient  to  the* 
interests  of  the  South,  Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  a, 
Tord  of  it.  He  had  always  Ibuod-  the  Southern 
gentlemen  friends  lo  onr  commercial  rights,  and 
their  fiiendshlp  was  on  record  on  the  Journals  6t. 
the  House.  What  was  the  embargo  1  A  stand 
for  commerce — a  measure  ;irisins  from  a  desire' 
that  buc  nerehaQis  might  enjoy  the  benefits,  and 
the  Norihern  aecdon  of  the  Union  pursue  the  fair 
commerce  designed  for  ihem  by  Providence;  thai 
it -might  not  be  exposed  10  a  gradual  Gonsumplion 
aitd  wasiing  away  by  the  belligereni  edicts.  And 
it  was  because  he>  believed  this,  thai  be  did  not 
wish  the  first  section  to  afford  ground  for  a  re- 
newal of  this  clamor. 

Mr.  Tatlob  declared  his  opinion  lo  be  in  per- 
fect consODaace  with  that  of  the  geatteman  from 
i^assacbusetiE  in  regard  loibecontinuaneeof  ibe 
embargo.  He  naid,  that  before  the  expiration  of 
eifhteea  monitis,  he  attb  should  be  prepared  10 
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Wgage  ID  open  and  hoDorable  warfare,  if  (be  em- 
^tgo  did  Dot  ID  a  rrasoiiable  time  procure  ■  re- 
irfit  of  our  grieTancei!.  A  period  long  short  of 
eighteen  months  would  have  eihauaied  ibe  pa- 
lience  qf  the  nation  and  tested  the  efficacy  of  the 
nneasurv.  Mi.  T.  said  that  there  were  now  do 
TesseU  of  tbe  Uoited  States  abroad  wbich  had 
not  already  incurred  the  penalties  of  this  act  by 
taking  out  a  license.  If  they  had  not,  they  would 
Boon  fall  nilo  the  clulehes  of  the  bet li germ t3.  So 
that,  io  fact,  ihe  first  seclioo  was  a  work  of  stJper- 
eio^iioD.  The  second  section  should  be  adopt- 
ed independently  of  (he  emharco  or  any  other 
mea^Ufe.  Indeed,  geoilemeD  wnu  had  voted  in 
favor  of  tlie  resoluiiun  expressive  of  a  deteriqioB' 
lion  to  resist  the  belligerent  edict*,  could  not  coa- 
^iatenlly  vote  against  this  section,  for  it  went  to 
resist  one  of  the  mon  odious  parts  of  an  edict  of 
ooe  of  (he  belligerents — that  part  which  requires 
our  vessels  to  lake  out  licennes  in  order  to  pursue 
ibeii  fair  commerce. 

Mr.  DuHELi.  expressed  himself  decidedly  io  fa- 
vor of  the  princiiile,  but  did  aol  like  legialatiofr 
by  piece-meal,  passing  a  section  lu-dav  and  asec- 
tion  to-morrow — a  law  to-day  and  a  law  to-mor- 
row. He  wished  to  see  it  connected  with  a  gen- 
eral plan  of  resUlBRce. 

.  Mr.  Newton  had  no  idea,  by  the  firsitEection  of 
this  hill,  10  pledge  the  House  to-llte  continuance 
of  the  embargo  tor  eighteen  months.  He  consid- 
ered it  no  pTedge  (o  continue  it  fur  even  sii  or 
eight  moDths. .  If  the  embargo  did  not  operate  as 
a  coercive  measure,  he  was  prepared  to  lake  that 
(Attitude  which  should  by  force  secure  to  us  that 
justice  we  bad  hitherto  in  vain  attempted  to  pro- 
G.uie  in  another  mode.  If  the  Buropean  nations 
d|id  not  meet  us  in  a  short  time,  as  they  ought  to 
do,  in  amicable  arrangements,  he  was  prepared  to 
"cry  havoc,  and  let  loose  the  dogs  of  war."  As 
he  had  no  very  particular  parlraTily  for  the  first 
■eclioD,  in  order  lo  Accommodate  the  geDlleman 
from  Massachusetts,  he  would  now  withdraw  bis 
support  of  it. 

Mr.  Masterb  thought  the  Grst  section  of  the 
bill  was  perfectly  proper,  and  notot  all  indicatire 
of  an  intealioD  to  continue  the  embargo,  when 
compared  with  the  amendatory  embargo  law, 
manniog  gunboats,  &.C.,  which  wouId<  seem  to 
leave  no  doubt  on  ibe  subject. 

Mr.  Mitaoa  opposed  the  first  section,  hot  sup- 
ported tiie  second. 

Mr.  Troop  considered  the  first  section  super- 
fluous; fur  our  vessels  could  not  noVvcootiuue 
abroad  except  they  tradt'd  under  foreigti  licerjses. 

Mr.  Oarongh  defeoded  the  people  of  the  East- 
ern Slates  from  insinuations  ugainsi  their  patri- 
otism, and  used  some  arguments  to  show  that  the 
angry  passions  should  not  be  excited  io  thoHouse, 
but  rather  allayed. 

Mt.  Sloan  said  be  undersloud  some  gentlemen 
to  consider  the  present  hill  as  cooueeted  with  the 
embargo  i  that  being  the  case,  he  had  done  with 
it.  It  was  suBiaient  for  him  to  know  that  aoy- 
tbiog  had  conDejLion  with  the  embargo  Io  induce 
him  to  reject  i(. 

The  House  struck  out  thefirst  sectioo-r-yetts  73. 


Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  said  he  had  jiut  come  is, 
and  wished  to  understand  the  grounds  on  wl>ieh 
the  decision  ol  the  Hou^e  bad  just  now  been  midt. 

Mr.  Maodn  made  a  motion  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  suhject  lie  on  (he  (able,  lo 
give  time  for  deliberation ;  wbkh  motion,  how- 
ever, he  afterwards  withdrew  ;  and 

Mr.  Jackson  moved  to  reconsider  ihe  vole  just 
taken. 

This  molioD  was  supported  by  Messrs.  MuoH, 
Masters,  JACEBDit,  and  Hollamo,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Story  and  Rhea. 

Mr.  Garoekieh  rn«de  a  speech  of  half  aa  bout 
in  favor  of  reconsideration. 

When  he  coDcluded,  a  quorum  not  beiog  prrs- 
ent,  the  House  adjourned — yeas  44,  at  near  fire 

FaiDAv,  December  30. 
Another  member,  10  wit :  Nicholas  Tak  Dth, 
from  Delaware,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  111* 
House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  ihe  Prpidenl  of 
the  United  Siale!',  communicating,  atthereqaest 
of  ihe  Oovernor.  ihe  aenate,'and  HbuseofRep- 
resenlatives.  of  ihe  Commonwealth  of  PrDDsyl- 
vnnia,  certald  resolutions,  entered  intubyihenid 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  aad  »p- 
proved  by  the  Goveraor  on  (he  23d  iDSlanl.  Tbf 

Whereas  the  situatum  of  the  United  SUM*  ia  reh- 
tian  to  ibreign  Powen),  ia  Hoinentlj  eritiCsl,  tail  nil) 
for  ^  their  eneigies,  unanimity,  and  pntriotiaii  ti>|m- 
seire  those  rights,  end  that  independenos  fat  wliicli 
our  fslhen  fought  and  ctmquered;  And  wbcnw.  in 
BUcb  timea,  it  ia  the  duty  of  the  canstitnted  tolhiintiN 
lo  aid  the  common  cause  of  oat  couatry,  Ipf  dtdsnng 
anew  their  devotioa  to  the  principles  of  the  UedBtUiaa 
of  Independence.     Therefore, 

Utaolved  by  the  Stnale  andHoun  of  Rarttmldaet 
ofiht  Commonwealfkof  Pmnnlrania,  tbstwebin 
the  flilleat  conGdence  in  Ibe  wisdom,  tha  paliioliaii, 
and  the  integrity  of  the  BiIiniDiBtrstion  of  the  Gtsenl 
GaiernniGnt,  and  Ihal  we  pledge  ouuelTH  to  UHiper- 
ate  with  them  to  tha  fidlest  extent  of  our  ponti  iu  ill 
mesBUtes  which  nisy  be  deetoed  eipedient  lo  aisintlin 
our  nitionsl  boaor  and  national  rights. 

Raahcd,  Tbal  we  consider  the  embarto  "  •  '"'•■ 
paciGc,  end  patriotic  measure,  called  for  by  the  tctf 
^atfliest  of  the  nation,  and  weit  calculated  to  induce  is 
obeervance  of  out  national  rights,  without  •  itsoi*  t" 
the  honon  and  desolations  of  war,  so  repugnant  t" 'I" 
feabngs  of  hemsnity  and  the  principles  of  free  Goreio- 

Raotvtd,  That,  as  the  ocean  1*  the  commm  luel'- 
way  of  nstiotlB,  and  as  this  Commonwealth  is  detpij 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  its  freedom,  eboidd 
those  painful  measures  not  produce  the  desired  eB'ecI. 
we  are  firmly  determined  lo  unite  ourefTorU  with  thaw 
of  Ihe  General  Govermnent  in  the  mainlentnc*  of  !>■ 

Heaolsed,  That  the  Govemor  of  thisCommonwwlli 
be  requested  to  ibrwinl  copies  of  the  foregoing  mat- 
tionsto  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  s  n- 
quest  that  they  mey  be  commanieated  by  bim  to  IIk 
Congree*  of  the  United  Stale*. 

Approved,  December  33,  1808. 

-    aiHON  BHTDEB- 
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The  md  Message  and  rmolationt  were  read, 
and  ordered  lo  Ite  oo  the  (able. 

Aooiher  Message  was  received  from  ihe  Prcsi- 
deat  of  ibe  United  States,  communicating  a  let- 
ter from  OoT«rnor  Claiborne,  on  the  sabircl  of  a 
small  tribe  of  Alabama  lodians,  on  ibe  Wesrern 
side  of  the  ^lississippi,  conatstiog  of  about  a  dozen 

The  said  Message  was  Kod,  and,  lo^eitier  with 
the  letter  accompanyiD^  the  same,  referred  lo  the 
Committee  Od  ibe  Public  Lands, 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Newtom, 

iteaointd,  Thai  the  Oommiitee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instruct- 
ed lo  bring  in  a  bill  to  permit  the  franking  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Stales  of 
the  23d  of  DeGember,  1808,  antf  the  documents 
accompanying  ihe  same,  and  such  other  docu- 
ment! as  m^y  be  conlmunieated  by  the  President 
of  ibe  United  Slates,  froiin  time  to  lime,  to  both 
Houses  of  Coag-ress. 

Mr.  Q,U(NCT  presented  a  pecitioo  of  sundry 
marinera.  laie  iQailers  and  males  of  t«sscIs  be- 
longing to  the  port  of  Portland,  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  praying  that  some  measares  may  be 
adopted- by  the  Geiieral  Gorernraeni  for  thfir  as- 
sistance and  support,  they  being  deprived  of  their 
Qsuat  means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  by  ibeop- 
emlion  of  tbe  Tarioaa  acts  jsyini;  ao  embargo 
within  Ibe  United  States.— Re lerr^  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  WayH  and  Means. 

Mr.  HgLHB,  from  ibe  eommktee  appointed, 
presenied  a  bill  auihorizing  the  discharge  of  Jobn 
Heard  from  his  rmprisoameni;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commiltM  lo  a  Commidee  of  the 
Whole  on  ToeMaynext. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Wh&rtok, 

JReaahidj  That  ii  eoramfiiee  be  appointed  fbr 
the  purpose  of  eDDsidering  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what- amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
Id  the  act  of  Congress,  enliiled  ''An  act  toamend 
the  act,  enliiled  'An  act  establishing  Circuit 
Courts  and, abridging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Dis- 
trict Canrls  of  the  Districts  of  Eenlueky.  Ten- 
nessee, and  Ohio,"  passed  the  22d  day  of  March, 
1808;  and  thai  they  bare  leaVe  lo  report  by  bill, 

Ordeitd,  That  Messrs.  WBABtoN;  Bovlg,  and 
JeaCMiAB  Hoaaow,  be  appomled  a  committee, 
pnrstuiDi  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  amendraems  proposed  by  the  Seoale  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  aaihorize  the  President 
to  employ  an  addilionai  number  of  refenue  cut- 
ters," were  reai),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  NeLsoR,    ' 

Ortlertd,  That  the  further  cansideration  of  the 
bill  to  deprii-e,  in  certain  cases,  vessels  of  their 
American  character,  and  to  prevent,  under  cer- 
tain disabiiiliea,  any  citizen  of  the  United  Slates 
lakjng  a  license  from  any  foreign  Power,  to  nav- 
igate tbe'oeean,  or  to  trade  with  any  foreign- and 
independent  Power,  which  was  yesterday  depend- 
ing at  ibe  time  of  adjournment,  be  postponed  un- 
til Monday  next. 

Hr.  Rbba,  of  Tenneisefe,  from  the  Oommiitee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  in  poniiaFice  of 


a  resolution  this  day  agreed  (o  by  the  House,  pre- 
sented a  bill  ID  authorize  Ihe  transmission  of  cer- 
tain documents,  by  the  mail,  free  of  postage; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time.  A  mo- 
tion wa^  then  made  by  Mr.  Stanporo  ihal  the 
bill  be  commitled  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  ibe  qurslioo  being  taken  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  Ihe  negative.  -The  bill  was  then  onlerea  to  be 
engrossed,  and  rend  the  third  time  this  day^ 
ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  Hoaia  resolved  it&elf  iolo  aCoaimitleeof 
the  Whole  on  liie  following  resoltilion^ieported 
bv  the  committee,  to  whom  wan  referred  the  res- 
oluiion  for  placing  the  country  in  a  more  com- 
plete slate  of  defence : 

Henhed,  That  it  is  eipcdient  immadiataty  lo  raise, 
arm,  and  equip,  Gftj  tboassad  Toluntrars.  lo  safve  tut 
the  tatm  of  two  years. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Nblboh  said  that  the  House  had,  a  few 
days  ago.  unaniraoDsly  adopted  a  lesoluiion  for 
placing  the  country  in  a  more  completeataie  of 
defeoee.  The  danger  and  probability  of  war  ap- 
peared to  thicken  upon  us  every  day  ;  and,  unless 
pre  pa  ration,  we  re  made,  we  shoOld  be  taken  in  a 
situatroD  not  advantageous  to  the  country.  He 
ihoogbt  ii  extremely  doubtful  whether  a  law  on 
this  subject  conid  be  presented  to  the  House,  and 
the  details  so  made  up  as  to  meet  the  opinion  of 
a  majority,  and  the  bill  go  ihrougli  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  receive  the  sane- 
liOQ  of  the  President,  before  n  blow  would  b6 
struck  against  u|.  At  least  il  was  hii;hly  proba- 
ble tbai,  bafbre  the  volunteers  could  be  put  in 
motion,  this  would  have  taken  [^ace,  True  it ' 
was,  that^  on  a  sudden  attack ,  the  militia  might 
be  coinpeteot  to  repel  it.  Bui,  if  anything  like 
fixed  bosiite  operation  should  lake  pUoe,  il  woald 
be  necessary  to  have  soine  men  whose  term  of 
•erviee  would  be  moi'e- extensive  than  that  of  the 
miliiia.  For,  however  great  the  patrioiiam  of  the 
people,  and  he  believed  ihev  had  more  than  any 
in  the  world,  i,t  was  welf  known  that  many  of 
them  had  it  not  in  iheir  power  to  learelheirfam- 
iliee  for  any  great  length  of  time.  He  hoped  and 
truKIed  ihai  (he  resolutioo  would  meet  with  no 
opposition  from  any  quarter.  He  had  framed  it 
in  as  broad  a  manner  as  possibJe,  in  order  to  ob-  ' 
viate  the  necessity  of  entering  into  nny  discus- 
sion of  the  detail  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 

The  Ooromiltee  rose,  and  reported  tbe  resolu- 
tion to  the  House. 

Mr.  PtTKiN  reqaired  the  yeas  and  nays  on  (be 
qnestioD  of  concurrence  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Q«H0E.MER  then  rose. — He  said  he  was  sur- 
prised that  this  usolution  bad  passed  through  the 
Committee  ofihe  Whole  without  Opposition.  He 
had  hoped  that  some  other  gentlemen  wonld 
have  called  for  the  reasons  which  induced  the 
report  of  the  committee.  It  was  proposed  by 
ibis  reesluiion  to  raise  a  standing  army  in  time 
of  peace;  a  force,  which,  to  his  mind,  was  unne- 
cessary on  the  one  hatid  and  frightful  on  the 
other.  Was  It  the  object  of  Oovernmeni  to 
plonge  03  into  a  war  t  Was  a  declaiaiion  of  war 
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intnided?  If  we  were  to  be  pat  into  a  state  of 
Bciuftl  ulil-fasbioDed  war,  he  should  wish,  for  ode, 
(o  have  the  fact  in  the  first  place  ascerlaiueil.  if 
war  was  deteirained  oq,  however  unoecessary 
and  uDJust  such  a  war  may  be,  the  iottsreitt  of  ihe 
country  demanded  that,  iD  such  a  case,  they 
should  tak«  care  that  the  country  should  doi  suf-, 
fer.  He  said,  h^  was  not  prepared  to  pledge  him- 
seir,  in  the  present  stale  of  the  naliou,  that  he 
would  eo  to  war ;  aod  at  aoy  rate,  before  war 
was  declared,  he  would  not  give  his  sanction  to 
nising  a  force,  ibe  desiioaiioa  of  wblch  he  did 
not  uadersiand,  and  eauld  not  caleatate  tipoa. 
Fifty  thousand  men  at  an  expense  to  this  natioo 
for  two  years  of  12,900,000 !  Why,  said  he,  I 
was  told  last  year  that  the  syttem  on  wbicli  we 
were  eDiering,  the  embargo  sytiem,  was  to  pre- 
vent war;  that  war  was  Ihe  most  dreadfulcalacn- 
ily  which  could  befall  a  nation.  I  did  not  want  to 
be  lolcT  that,  in  order  to  know  it.  But  (his  dread- 
ful evil  of  war  was  to  be  arerted  by  laying  an 
embargo  that  would  bring  the  belligerents  ai  oi>r 
feel ;  that  would  perform  a  great  cure  for  all  the 
disorders  of  t^e  State,  or  miseriei  of  Ibi 


in  its  place.  Is  It  imeaded  by  this  report  lo  say 
tbat  the  embargo  has  utterly  lail«d  of  itspurpo^^ 
■a  was  predicted  by  those  who  opposed  it'?  la  it 
to  be  reliuquished.  because  it  it,  id  its  operatioD, 
futile ;  because  it  nas  proved  that  those  wbo  com- 
menced it  we>e  not  capable  of  Calculaiiog  the  ef- 
fects to  be  produced  by  ill  Whenever  the  em- 
bargo question  i»  brought  up,  in  a  direct  propoai- 
tioQ,  it  is  smothered ;  and  when  attempted  10  be 
ioiroduced  in  an  amendment  lo  any  other  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  J  t  is  declared  out  of  order; 
and  yet  a  system  is  here  to  be  introduced,  which, 


inyihing,  proves  that  the  embargo 
aystem  is  wholly  futHe  in  its  operation.  Dogea- 
tlemen  mean  that  the  embargo  sysleiD  will  do 


longer  1  Let  us  go  on  regularly  to  repeal  it,  then, 
Ibat  we  and  the  nation  may  undersiaiid  it.  If  the 
embargo  be  Ibis  grand  preventiye  against  war, 
which  it  is  alt  along  cried  up  to  be,  and  which 
opinion  has  been  the  means  of  gaming  it  ihat 
languid  and  sickly  sspport  which  it  has  receired 
from  some  portions  of  Ihe  coavtry;  it  it.isiobe 
continued  ■■  a  coercive  measure,  then,  sir,  I- do 
insist  ibal,  raising  a  military  force  of  fifty  thou- 
sand men  is  unnecessary.  If  the  embargo  be- 
coercire,  the  raising  fifty  ihoustod  men  for  eoet- 
cion  is  unnecessary.  The  two  difiereoi  systems 
•re  incompatible.  If  we  have  embargo,  let  us 
have  wholly  embargo;  if  war,  wholljf  war.  If 
we  are  to  have  peace,  the  raising  of  troops  is 
wholly  unitfcessary,  especially  with  our  present 
litDiied  resources.  I  wish  not  to  see  those  meas- 
area,  which  a  declaration  of  war  only  would  war- 
rant, adopted  before  ihatattitudeii  taken.  1  have 
DO  idea  of  having  these  chains  wound  round  me, 
round  this  House,  round  Ihe  nation  ;  and  I  trust 
tlie  nation  will  entertain  the  same  opinion. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Storv) 
Mid  yesterday,  if  I  understood  him,  ibat  the  em- 
bargo bad  failed,  so  far  as  to  its  coeicive  cbnrac- 


ler.  Is  it  the  sense  of  the  House  that  it  should 
be  repealed  7  Is  it  the  sense  of  the  House,  ai  the 
aentlecnan  from  Massachusetts  also  Inilraated  as 
hiii  opinion,  that  there  should  be  a  declaration  of 
*ai'!  If  so,  it  might  be  proper  to  raise  anaimjr. 
But  I  have  no  disposition  to  raiaean  army  oaOl 
there  be  war. 

There  had  been  a  time,  said  Mr.  G.,  when  ib« 
raising  twelve  thousand  men  was  considered  and 
held  out,  by  many  hooept  politicians^  as  a  meaa- 
ore  dangerous  to  the  iadependence  of  the  States 
and  to  the  rights  of  the  people  individually.  Last 
year  six  thfttiaand  men  had  been  raised,  and  now 
filty  thousand  mors  were  called  fgr.  He  had 
Ihouffbt  that,  in  ibis  country,  no  standing  armiea 
should  be  raised  in  time  of  peace  j  that  ibers. 
was  a  sacred  injunction  in  Ihe  Cooatitution  for- 
bidding it.  Perhaps  he  did  not  correctly  under- 
ataad'lbesubjeel;  this  might  not  be  a  standing 
atmy,  because  its  term  of  service  was,  limited  to 
two  years;  but  it  might  be  extended  two  or,  tea 
yenn  more.  He  put-  ibe  question  to  geotlemen 
whelber,  in  a  state  of  peace,  onder  the  operatioii 
of  that  very  aystem  which  had  faee«  represented 
n  as  a  substitute  for  war,  it  would  bf  proper  (o  taias 
this  force?'  Hecould  not  Mconaile  it  witbadtie 
eslimale  of  the  inlerestc  of  tbo  oountryon  ifao 
one  hand,  or  the  sacred  injudottonswf  the  CooUi- 
tution  on  the  other,  to  r^ise  ao  army  lo  such  an 
extent.  An  army  is  to  be  raised;  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  to  be  employed  is  uncer»io.  The 
twelve  thounOi)  men,  which  he  bad  before  meo- 
tioned,  was  a  body  which  could  not  be  employed 
lo  the  detriment  of  the  lihertie*  of  the  eouoiry  ; 
for  almost  every  section  could  raise  a  force  to 
resist  such  an  army  if  an  attempt  bad  been  -made 
by  it  to  destroy  their  liberties.  We  had  anotticr 
securily,  too,  against  this  force  being  used  ton  Wd 
purpwte.  ^t  the  head  of  ibis  army  had  been 
the  grent'hero  of  the  Revolution,  and  also  lh« 
man  who  had,  next  to  bim,  done  more  for  tiia 
prosperity  of  the  country  (ban  any  other,  under 
whose  InminoUa  aisd  creative  mind  the  resources 
of  the  whole  coiintry  had  been  brought  into  ac- 
tion, and  spread  an  universal  brilliancy  over  the 
nation  instead  of  that  gloom  and. poverty  whick 
bad  preceded  his  influence  in  the  United  Siniea. 
This  army,  so  sntall,  ^nd  under  such  command- 
ers, thieatened  not  the  public  liberty.  Ym  there 
bad  becQ  men  zealous  and  eager  that  none,  the 
slighti>Bt  ocoasioB,  should  he  given  for  any  one  to 
suppose  Ibat  thef  were  about,  by  military  force, 
to  invade  the  liberties  of  the  country,  who  had 
seea  horrors  in  this  small  army.whicti  they  could 
scarcely  find  words  to  depict.  Where  were  these 
men,  he  asked,  now  ihai  an  army  of  tnore  than 
four  times  the  number  was-about  to  be  raised; 
when  those  two  hetoes  were  departed  l«  the  ulcflt 
tomb ;  when  other  commanders  were  to  have  the 
direction  of  ibis  military  force?  Where  were 
the  men  who  had  been  struck  with  i his. pair iotie 
alarm  1  Why  were  not  their  voices  raised  now, 
when  aforce.was  offered  to  be  raised,  which,  if 
employed ,10  overturn  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
coald  not  be  resisted,  but  woold  spread  itself  orer 
ihe  country  and  slide  the  efforia  of  palrioliaia  1 
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To  which,  if  TCMstaace  should  he  made,  either 
theeouairy  must  be  put  under  military  deipol- 
ism,  or  the  struggle  would  eosE  the  oouatry  all  it 
had  tcqaired  since  the  RevolmioD,  add  the  citi- 
zens would  have  to  wade  knee-deep  is  hload  lo 
pT«ser*e  thai  liberty  which  lhe>v  gained  hy  the 
gloiious  struggle  of  the  Revolutioa.  Are  w« 
more  safe  now,  laid  be,  with  an  army  of  fifty 
ihonsand  men,  usder  oar  present  commBoders, 
Ihau  we  were  willi  iwelre  thousaml  men  under 
WjiBdiitoToN  and  Hamiltoo'l  I  could  wish  to 
believe  that  we  were.    But,  I  have  not  tliat  faith 


exlia^uish  from  my  memory  that,  in  one  section 
of  Ihis  country,  the  liberty  of  the  ciiizen,  the  ju- 
dicial power  wbioh  should  be  inviolable,  and  tlie 
sacred  right  of  habeas  corpfis,  perished  at  tbe 
touch  of  military  power.  1  do  not  believe  the' 
eoODttysafe  under  this  army;  I  do  not  believe 
the  peiMas  of  the  members  of  this  House  are 
safe  under  it ;  and  I  vould  protest  against  it  at 
the  hazard  of  mv  head.  Such  are  my  owo  feel- 
ing*, and  I  could  wi^h,  ai)d  I  wouldatrive,  if  1 
knew  the  waf  to  (he  hearts  of  men,  to  recall  tt)e 
feelings  of  '98  and  'yd.  Or,  is  it  true  in  all  cases, 
even  with  the  wartnest  patriotism;  tiiat  ttmipora 
mtitonhir.  e(  no*  vaaamw  cum  ittU?  Perhaps, 
however,  I  may  not  see  (:learly ;  borne  argument 
may  be  found  in  favor  of  thta  proposition. 

What  course,  he  aslted,  was  to  be  given  to  this 
army?  Was  a  stale  of  war  expected  between 
this  cDutrtry'and  France?    There  was  now  no 

Kint  >[  which  we  could  came  in  conlact  with 
r.  Formerly,  when  the  French  Goveromeot 
had  a  deapodc  influence  over  that  of  Spain,  the 
Spaniards  on  our  Westera  frontier  could  have 
been  set  in  monoa  against  usj  but  now  we  bad 
nothing. to  fear  in  that  r«spect.  Were  we  to  have 
war  with  Qreat  Britain?  WaMbat  at  length 
determined  on  1  Had  it  been  settled  out  of  doori 
that  we  were  lovhave  war,  and  were  the  Home 
BOW  aatled  upon  to  rote  what  could  only  be  a 
leeiiimaie  consequence  of  a  declaration  of  war? 
This  array  mast  be  intended  to  be  employed  out 
of  the  country;  for  to  self-defence  the  militia 
were  surely  competent.  Was  this  nation  to  go 
to  war  with  Great  Britain  aod  Spain  7  Was 
this  force  to  be  employed  against  Canada,  or  in 
giving  legitimate  form  to  the  Burr  project  7 
Was  It  to  go  to  Mexico  1  Mr.  Q.  said  his  mind 
had  been  strtick  with  a  kind  of  horror  which  he. 
could  not  express  at.  ibis  projected  army,  aqd  he 
could  not  sit  still,  and  give  a  silent  vote  wlien  a 
project  which  he  believed  to  carry  with  it  so  many 
mischief, perhaps  such  utter  ruiu,  was  set  on  foot. 
He  did  not  believe,  he  said,  tbat  the  public 
liberty  would  be  more  safe  In  the  hands  of  those 
irfao  now  directed  the  public  concerns,  than  it 
bad  been  formerly  in  the  hands  of  other  rulers. 
There  was  a  fact  which  filled  his  mind  with 
alarm  communicated  to  bim,  and  tbat  years 
aeo,  by  a  man  whose  mind  was  as  pure  as  that 
or  any  human  bein^  that  ever  existed — a  fact 
coDcerniog  the  opinions  as  to  what  ought  to  have 
been  the  form  of  Qoveramenl,  and  as  to,  the 


theories  of  ibe  gentleman  who  was  moat  proba- 
bly to  be  high  ID  power  in  this  country,  which 
had  made  such  an  impression  on  him  that  ha 
could  not  but  at  this  moment  view  tbia  project 
with  increased  horror  and  ilread.  He  would, 
however,  say  no  more  of  tbat  at  present ;  but.  in 
his  plaia  and  humble  conception,  the  public  lib- 
erty was  in  danger  i  and  here  within  these  walb, 
within  tbi&  sanctuary  of  Ameiican  independence, 
that  the  public  liberty  was  to  be  saved. 


It  V _,  _,   „ 

that  great  principle,  that  free  Sta 
jealous  of  military  power,  that  he  looked  for  ila 
salvaliou.  At  a  time 'when,  under  pretence  of 
enforcing  the  emhargo,  an  unqonstitulioaal  powei 
was  proposed  to  be  jilaced  in  the  hands  of  £xec- 
ulive  officers,  .when  an  arbitrary  power  was  to  he 
exercised  ca  mere  suspicion,  when  with  all  thia 
was  combined  a  strong  and  overwhelming  milU 
tary  fores,  he  could  not  at  such  a  period  be  silent. 
Yes,  sir,  I  do  in  my  soul  and  conscience  believe* 
that  if  ever  .there  was  a  time  when  wc  should 
make  a  solemn  pause  and  look  around  us,  and 
survey  our  con4i>iou  with  a  cool  and  calculating 
eye,  this  in  the  pieriod;  and  I  for  one  have  not 
hesitated  to  give  the  alarm.  I  would  place  my- 
self here,  upon  the  ramparis  of  the  Constitution, 
and  give  toe  alarm  to  the  country.  I  woula 
place  myself  here  on  the  signal-tower  of  the 
public  liberty,  and  sound  the  (ocuin  of  alarm  to 
the  nation.  We  can  lose  nothing  by  being  jeal- 
ous'; by  withdrawing  ennrmoua  power  from  &x- 
ecutive  agents.  By  a  contrary  coniluci  we  may 
lose  everything  sacred  without  a  hope  of  regaia- 
ing  iL 

Mr.  Efpes  said  there  was  no  man  who  regret- 
ted more  than  himself  that,  at  a  period  when  iha 
safety,  honor,  and  independence, of  this  country 
Were  assailed  by  external  danger;  whenyiindei 
the  pressure  of  a  measure  resorted  to  under  cit- 
cumstancea  of  the  most  urgent  necessity,  the  cit- 
izens of  (his  country  had  manifested  a  feeling 
calculated  to  exciie  sensations  here  and  else- 
where; diat  such  a  period  should  be  seized  by 
Sntlemen  not  to  exert  (heir  talents  in  steering 
e  national  bark  through  tha  billows  by  which- 
it  was  sunounded,  but  in  endeavoring  to  thwart 
every  measure  proposed.  The  Kenileman  from 
New  York  has  told  us  that  he  will  sound  the  toc- 
sin of  alarm  to  the  people.  And  what  is  tbe  pro- 
ject of  tbe  gentleman  himself?  Why,  be  haa 
told  you  on  a  former  day,  openly,  honestly,  and 
fairly,  that  he  is  for  a  war  with  France ;  he  ia 
willing  to  pocket  all  tbe  injuries  which  we  have 
leceiTed  from  Ckeat  Britain,  and  to  go  to.wac 
with  France.  In  vain  would  the  gentleman  sound 
the  tocsin  of  alarm,  if' this  is  bis  project.  Tha 
people  of  tbe  United  Slates  would  not  go  with 
aim.  It  is  not  the  sentiment  of  any  portion  of 
.our  cilizens,  except  of  the  old  Tories  of  our 
Revolution.  He  would  not  be  followed  by  the 
American  people  in  taking  to  his  bosom  a  nation 
which  has  murdered  your  citizens,  and  making 
war  upon  a  nation  which  has  pillaged  your  com- 
merce. I  cannot  reconcile  the  project  with  my 
ideas  of  moral  jirinciple.    He  would  not  be  fol- 
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lowed  bf  the  Federalists.  I  cannot  believe 
those  wbo  walked  ia  procession  after  the  body  of 
the  murdered  Pierce,  could  stamp  on  iherasetve.i 
the  character  of  base  hypocrisy  by  laking  to 
their  bosom  the  nation  which  committed  the  out- 
rage, while  the  blood  of  Pierce,  and  a  hoSt  oi. 
other  injuries  more  degrading,  remain  yet  una- 
toned  'for.  All  out  injuries  remain  unredressed  ; 
not  the  smallest  apology  has  been  made,  but  Che 
feelings  of  the  country  not  only  disregarded,  but- 
insulted  by  new  acta  of  violence  and  injuaiice. 
The  gentleman's  project  to  save  the  honor  of 
the   nation   is   subtnission  to  England  and   war 

not  the  sentimenl  of  the  American  people.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  taken  occasion 
to  introduce  the  name  of  WAaniNQTON.  The 
sentiments  which  that  gentlcmao  has  expressed 
were  never  those  of  WAaaiNGTOw.  He  never 
VDuld  have  been  willing  to  put  chaina  on  his 
countrymen,  to  consent  to  a  shackled  commerce; 
to  allow  foreign  nations  to  say  to  hia  country, 
thus  far  yousball  go  and  no  farther.  This  isnol 
the  spirit  of  Washinoton;  il  is  not  the  spirit 
which  produced  our  Revolution  ;  opposition  to 
tyrants,  and  a  manly  ai^sertion  of  our  righta  at 
every  bazard^ave  as  our  rank  as  an  independ- 
ent nation.  The  same  spirit  siill  pervades  our 
country,  and  I  trust  il  wilt  ever  remain,  Il  never, 
however,  has  been  the  policy  of  this  Oovern- 
meni  to  rush  rashly  into  war.  The  history 
of  our  country  under  former  Administrations 
demonstrates  this  fact;  and  under  the  Adminis- 
tratiOD  of  Washington,  as  well  as  under  every 
other,  we  have  borne  wilh  patience  defftading 
insult  and  injury.  As  to  the  great  regard  of  for- 
mer Administrations  for  the  personal  rights  of 
the  citizen,  on  which  the  gentleman  has  dwelt, 
I  shall  not  go  into  thai  part  of  the  subject.  In 
laying  an  embargo,  even  in  (he  time  of  Wash- 
INQTON,  a  short  resolution  was  passed  in  which 
the  power  was  vested,  and  the  execution  left,  to 
the  Executive.  This  was  thought  at  that  time 
very  Constitutional  and  proper,  no  doubt,  by  the 
FederaUsls.  We,  however,  can  frame  no  Con- 
stiiuiional  law  on  this  subject,  although  they 
could  very  constitutionally  adopt  the  old  raaiim, 
"  So  1  will  it,"  and  enforce  iheir  system.  While, 
however,  I  am  not  disposed  to  excite  unpleasant 
sensations  by  bringing  into  view  acts  of  former 
Administratmns,  Ihelie^e  that  a,  statement  of  the 
course  pursued  under  General  Wi8BtN0TON  and 
Mr,  Adams,  as  to  foreign  nations,  will  show  that 
il  never  has  been  ourpolicy  to  plunge  rashly  in- 
to war.  1  beg  leave  to  read  on  tins  subject  an 
extract  from  a  speech  delivered  in  1803 : 

"  Our  dii&rHnces  wilh  Great  Britsia  were  cooTal 
with  tlis  TioBt;  of  Peace.  The  detention  of  the 
Western  posts  waa  a  dirscl  violatiaa  of  that  lieaty ; 
it  divsrled  a  considerable  portion  of  the  fur  trade  from 
the  United  States,  and  disabled  us  from  bridling  the 
hostile  Indiana,  which  was  a  source  of  iiamense  in- 
jury. This  evil  continued  for  twelve  years,  under 
eve^  circumstance  of  aggravation  and  insult.  British 
aoldiers  issued  from  those  forts  into  parts  of  our  terri- 
tory, wheM  we  exercised  jurisdiction,  and  aeuted  the 


persons  of  deserters  without  the  aid  or  sanction  of 
the  authorities  of  the  country,  and  these  possessions 
served  as  asylums  fbr  the  ssvagss  who  were  in  hostile 
arraj  agaiost  us,  end  as  storebouses  snd  magazines  to 
supply  them  wiUi  arms,  ammunition,  apd  provisions. 
The  seat  of  Government  of  Upper  Canada  was  alaa 
held  fora  time  at  Niagara^  in  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
an  tndigni^  of  the  most  marked  character.  Many 
thousands  of  negroes  wera  also  carried  off  in  viola- 
tion of  tha  treaty,  and  a  very  aerious  injury  was  there- 
by inQIcted  on  the  agricultural  pursuits  of  the  South- 

"It  is  welt  known  (hat  we  were  engaged  in  a  bloody 
and  eipeosive  war  with  several  of  the  Indian  tribes; 
that  two  of  our  armies  hid  been  routed  by  them,  and 
that  we  were  finally  compellad  to  make  great  cflorta 
to  turn  the  tide  of  victory.  These  Indians  were  en- 
couraged and  aided  by  the  emissaries  of  Great  Britain  ; 
British  subjects  were  ieen  disguised  lighting  in  Iherr 
ranks,  and  Britiah  agents  were  known  to  furnish  them 
with' provisions  and  the  implements  of  war.  The 
Govm-nor  General  of  Canada,  a  highly  eonfidential 
ajid  distinguished  officer,  delivered  a  speech  to  Ihs 
Seven  Nations  of  Jaovior  Canada,  exciting  them  to 
enmity  against  this  country  ;  but  in  order  to  fnmiah 
the  savages  at  war  with  suffidenj  aid,  a  detachmenl 
of  British  troops  penetrated  Into  our  territory,  and 
.erected  a  fort  on  the  Miami  river.  Here  the  Indiana, 
dispersed  .and  defeated  by  Wayne,  took  refugo,  aod 
were  (irotected  under  the  muisls  of  British  cannon. 
A  violation  of  territory  is  one  of  the. most  flagrant  in- 
juries which  can  be  offered  to  a  nation,  and  would  in 
most  cases  justify  an  immediate  resort  to  arms,  because 
in  most  cases  esbential  to  self-defence.  Not  content 
with  exciting  the  savages  of  America  against  ub. 
Great  Britain  extended  ber  hostility  to  the  Eastern 
Homisphefe,  and  let  loose  the  barbarians  of  Afnc& 
npon  us.  A  war  eiisted  at  that  time  between  Portu- 
gal and  Algiers.  The  former  blocked  up  the  month  of 
the  Btraits  by  her  superior  naval  force,  and  prevented 
the  pirates  &om  a  comifinnication  with  the  Atlantic 
Portugal  has  been  for  a  lungtimQ  sabeervient  to  the 
views  of  Great  Britaip.  Apeace  was  elected  tfuung-b 
the  mediation  of  the  latter,  Our  unprotected  mer- 
chantmen were  then  exposed,  without  defence,  to  the 
piracies  of  Algiers.  Thus,  in  three-qnarten  of  the 
globe,  tre  at  one  tune  felt  the  effects  oTBritish enmity. 
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posed  to  her  rapacity.  All  France  was  declared  in  a 
state  of  siege,  and  the  conveyance  of  provisions  ex- 
pressly interdicted  to  neutrals.  Paper  blockades  wen 
substituted  for  actual  ones,  and  the  sUple  comniodities 
of  our  connt^  lay  perishing  in  our  storehouses,  or 
were  captured  on  the  ocean,  hnd  diverted  from  the 
lawftl  proprietors.  Onr  seamen  were  pressed  wherever 
found.  Our  protections  were  a  subject  of  derision, 
and  opposition  to  the  imperious  mandates  of  their 
hanghty  tyrants  was  pnnished  by  &inine  or  bj  atripea, 
by  imprisonnmit  or  by  the  f^bbet.  To  complete  the 
full  measare  of  OBr*wionga,  the  November  orden  of 
1793  were  issued ;  our  ships  were  swept  from  tha 
Dcsan,  as  if  by  tt^e  operation  of  eachsntmeat  ;  haa- 
dreds  of  them  were  captured.;  almost, all  oar  m«idtsnt» 
were  grealij  injured,  and  many  of  them  reduced  to 
extreme  poverty.  These  proceedJDgs.'without  even  a. 
pretext,  without  the  forms  of  justice,  without  the  saai- 
blance  cf  equity,  were  calculated  to  inflame  ever^ 
Anierican  Jaeling,  end  to  nerve  every  American  tax. 
Negotiation  was,  however,  pursued  ;  an  eirntj  txlrti^ 
ordinary,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  was  NDt   V> 
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AvanuA  rMrau,  and  n  Treaty  of  Ami^,  Cammeice, 
Kml  Navigation,  wet  formed  and  ratified.  Theaeeventi 
took  place  under  the  Adminiatrtiticia  of  Wai 
The  SpaoiBh  Treaty,  cuacluded  on  tbe  27lb  of  Octo- 
ber, 179S,  atipulited  for  a  aettlament  of  bound>.i 
and  an  an  adjaitment  of  spolialiona  on  comm 
■nd  contained  a  declaration  of  the  free  naTigati< 
the  Mioiuippi,  and^  gnnt  of  the  piirilege  of  depos- 
ite  at  Nctr  OrUana.  Thia  tieatj  for  more  than  two 
jeara  afterwards  was  not  executed  on  the  part  of  Spain. 
In  January,  IT9S,  a  report  wa»  niade  to  Mi.  Adatns, 
by  Mr.  SeCTatary  Pichering,  and  BUbmitled  to  Con- 
greaa,  vrhich  charged  Spain  with  retaining  her  troopg 
and  garriaans  within  tfke  United  States,  with  evading 
to  run  the  boundary  line,  with  (topping,  controlling, 
snd  regnlating  the  paaiage  of  out  citizena  on  the  Mia- 
■iaiippi,  and  with  aending  emiuarie*  among  the  In- 
diana residing  within  our  teriitoriea,' in  violatton  of 
the  treaty  and  thv  relalionB  of  amity.  Here,  then,  a 
tiea^  aecaring  the  important  benefit  of  depoa ite,  wai 
in  ■  etate  of  inexeenlian  for  ■  long  petiotl.  Our  citi- 
iiBDB  were  alao  interrupted  in  the  free  aavigation  of 
tlte  Mioiadppi,  end  other  aggreaiidna.  afficting  ear 
territoria]  righti,  and  our  internal  (peace,  were  aupei- 
•dded." 

"  An  BioicBble  explanation  wai  had  with  Spain,  and 
our  wrongs  were  Mtisfactoril;  redreued.  Thia  taoli 
place  in  the  ^dministiatian  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  when 
moat  of  the'' honorable  gentlemen  who  support  thie 
'War  res()liitidD,  except  Kuch  a>  Were  dangling  in  the 
Courta  of  Europe,  held  prominent  atationa  in  the 
<M>piHnla  or  the  Cfluritiy. 

"  Our  Aflerencea  Iritb  France  were  of  a  more  seri- 
•ua  nature,  and  of  a  longer  dnration.  They  com- 
menced in  the  Adminiatration  of  General  Wiihikb- 
TOW,  and  wen;,  adjusted  in  that  of  hia  aucceaaor.  Great 
and  cnormoua  depredations  were  cottttnitted  npoa  our 
commerce  by  France,  and  our  merchants  were  fraud- 
niently  robbed  of  compensation  for  pro*Laiana  supplied 
her  in  the  hour  of  distress.  The  treaty  and  consular 
eonTCDlion  were  violated.  The  right  of  embassy — • 
sacred  right — respected  even  by  the  ferocious  savage, 
was  wantonly  trampled  upon;  and  the  representatire 
of  out  national '  BOveceignty  Vas  refased  a  reception, 
and  ignotniuioilBly  ordered  out  of  France.  A  fresh 
attempt  at  negotiation  was  made ;  three  Ministers  were 
sent,  armed  with  all  the  powers,  and  clothed  with  all 
the  hotior*  of  diplomacy.  They  were  also  refuaed  a 
headng,  and  were  forc^  to  leave  the  counW  without 
experiencing  the  forms  of  common  ciTility.  The  treaty 
leas'  then  annulled,  and  repriaab  directed  ;  and  when 
the  bonorabte  gentlemen  knd.  their  friends,  then  in 
power,  bad  worked  up  the  pasdons  of  the  nation  t4 
the  highest  pitch  of  exasperation;  when  war;  bloody 
war,  waa  expected  from  all  quarters;  when  die  war- 
woti)  soldien  of  the  Revalation  were  girding  on  their 
(watda,  and  preparing  to  stand  between  ibeir  country 
Aid  the  danger  that  menaced  her,  the  scene  suddenly 
dianged ;  the  black  cloud  passed  away  ;  and  we  again 
beheld  three  Ministen  at  Paris  extending  the  oUve> 
branch,  bilcying  all  animoaitiei,  end  returning  with  a 
tiea^  of  "firm,  inviofalde,  and  uoiveraiU  peace,  and 
trae  and  sincere  friendship." 

Ib«*eread  this siaiement, sir.  (said  Mr.  Bpfes) 
because  it  is  the  delibtfrBCs  ana  ffrave  statemeDt 
of  a  man  arrived  at  that  period  oflife,  wbeii  he  ia 
ntrt  ao  much  under  the  influeoce  of  paMion.  It  is 
a  staiemeDt  of  facts,  ^hiclv'if  nftde  \ty  ULyedf 
might  be  attiibated  lo  partjr  fcelivg.    ft  provea 


that  it  ;ieveT  has  been  ibe  policy  of  this  Dalioft 
lightly  ID  embark  in  war.  And  howsTer  the  gen- 
tletnan  from  New  York  and  myself  may  differ  ia 
other  taBpecis.we  unite  in  ihia;  that  no  evil  is  so 
great  as  war,  except  a  surrender  of  our  iodvpca- 
dence;  uolbing  snort  of  an  attack  on  tvhJch 
should  induce  any  Daiion  to  resort  to  this  alterua- 
native,  lojarioua  to  every  naiiou,  but  pMlicularlf 
BO  to  ours. 

So  far  iheD  as  we  have  progressed  in  our  pres- 
ent sitaatioD',  so  far  as  theeourst  pursued  was  cal- 
culated to  preserve  peace.  It  was  a  course  wbieh 
justice  and. humanity  dictated,  and  which  baa 
befin  approved  by  the  naticro.  But  is  there  never 
to  be  an  end  to  the  sufierance  of  a  nation  1  Is 
there  no  time  when  we  sball  act?  The  idea  of 
a  pecmaneut  embcirgo — and  when  ou  this  part  of 
the  subject,  I  sball  perhana  be  told,  as  another  gen- 
tlemaa  was  yesterday,  tbac  my  observations  re- 
semble more  the  slang  af  an  ale-house  than 
the  debate  of  a  deliberative  body — tbisidea,!  ol>- 
serve  is. to  be  found  only  In  the  speeches  of  those 
who  opposed  tbe  measure.  Such  au  idea  eaiinot 
be  inferred  friim.the  conduct  of^  members  of  this 
House,'or  ffODi  aoything  else  which  has  occurred. 
It  proceeds  only  from  man  who,  from  the  Srst  mo- 
ment ibe  measure- waa  laid  on  your  table,  eudea- 
vofed  to  place  it  ia  the  most  ooious  colors.  Jm- 
mediaiely  after  tbe  measure  was  adopted  latt 
winter,  what  takes  place,  airT  A  nj an  distin- 
guished by  tbe  favor  of  the  people,  a  man  advan- 
ced in  years,  the  very  man  who  in  1798,  kept  back 
the  despatehes  from  Mr.  Adanta,  and  had  almoM 
plunged  us  into  a  war  with  Franee  by  this  act, 
what  docs  he  do  ?  In  1808,  he  displays  ihe  same 
spirit  of  bosiility  to  France,  which  he  masifeated 
in  1798 ;  writes  a  letter  in  which  he  attributes  tbe 
embargo  to  French  influence,  to  the  matidaics  of 
Bonaparte.  [Mr.  GisDENiBtt  requested  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virgiuia  to  name  him.]  Mr.  £ppKff. 
''  Qeneral"  Piokerino..  {It  appeared  to  be  doubt- 
ed whether  Mr.  BppEswasin  order.  Mr.  SatiLia 
said  that  if  Ibe  geoileioan  from  New  York  waa 
petmilied  to  criminate,  bis  own  Oqternmeni,  a  re- 
ply ought  certainly  to  be  allowed,]  Mr.  Erria 
continued.  I  ivisfi  ii  to  be  undenteod  by  the 
Speaker  and  the  Hoose,  that  I  hold  myself  re- 
spoDtible  to  any  man'wbo  i*  injured  by  my  obser- 
vaiiotts.  No  circumslaace  shall  deter  me  from 
expressing  the  truth  iu  relation  to  our  affairs.  It 
Is  time  that  the  nation  should  see  the  straDge 
union  of  sentiment  belweeo  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
sition and  that  Government  which  has  injured 
us  njosi.  lam  responsible  for  my  assertions.  I 
have  a  right  to  discharge  my  duty  in  that  waf 
which  I  please,  and  ia  that  way  I  wilL  I  then 
stiy  thisietter  proceeded  from  the  man  who  in  1798 
was  williog,  was  anxious  lo  involve  the  United 
Sihtesinawar  with  France.  There  was  a 
in  this  country  in  favorofit;  ai 
formed,  the  man  who  wrote  this  famous  leKeria 
tbe  head  ofihat  very  patty  ;  a  party  connected  and 
knbwn  nodet  the  name  of  tbe  Essex  Junto.  Th» 
was  the  first  stroke  at  the  embargo^  and  what 
look  place  afterwards)  I  regret  that  a  gentleman 
ftom  Maaaacbosatu  (Mr.  LinauoaE)  is  not  in 
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'  hitt  place,  whose  speech,  w  delirered  to  his  eon- 
■tiluenls,  was  saiit  here  Gome  wee ki  before  our 
last  adjournraent,  said  lo  bare  been  detirered  (o 
the  iDhabiUDlsof  bis  dislricLia  which  he  declar- 
ed thai  SoQlhern  members  ot  inQu^ace  in  the  Re- 
publioBo  party  here'  had  openly  declared  to  him 
iKeir  hoslilitytocommerce!  TbeseotlembD-hai 
bad  the  candor  to  declare  thai  he  did  oot  make  to 
his  con$tiiuenia  such  a  statemeni ;  hut  sir,  it  was 
circalated  as  his  speech, imniediately  previous  to 
the  eleciioD,  and  although  the  gentleniBD  never 
madesachaspeech,tnaQf  people  in  Massachuaetta 
believed  thai  he  bad  doi  only  made  the  speech,  but 
that  it  was  a  deliberate  expresiion  of  bissealimeDls. 
These  ihiDgsjustiry  the  statement  oflhegenlleinaD 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Stoby.)  that  mtsrepre- 
aeiitBtions  have  been  spread  amongst  the  [teople. 
The  Federal  printers  hare  aalted  ioeiviDgcuT- 
Kncy  to  these  misrepreKotAiioiU!.  They  bare 
cren  made  speeches  for  members  of  Congress; 
ihey  have  made  them-accase  ihe  majority  ofCoa- 
gress  of  being  tinder  French  Influeoce.  A  seDli' 
ment  of  ibis  sort  has  been  given  in  a'apeecb  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oabdehikr,) 
though  it  is  denied. 

[Mr.  GAaDBHiER  said  he  never  had  eipreased 
Bgch  an  opinion  ;  the  speech  which  he  had  seen 
ninted  bad  not  cenveyed  that  idea.  He  never 
iBicnded  to  express  such. an -idea;  for,  however 
he  differed  in  opinion  with  genllenieo,  he  neVer 
had  the  slightest  sospicioD  that  gsDiIeoieo  were 
governed  by  dishonest  motives.  He  should  hold 
•p  their  course  as  pernicious  to  the  naliim,  bikI 
never  would  cease  to  do  so,  thua  performing  a 
Gbnstituiional  right,  and  a  duty  fiam  which  he 
would  never  shrink.] 

It.  n«ver  has  been  my  habit,  ccmlinaed  Mr. 
Eppbs,  to  atlribule  to  gentlemen  improper  mo- 
tives; 1  never  have  done  so,  but  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued  will  give  weight  to  the  opiaioo 
^readv  enteriaiiiiid  in  Great  Britain  that  we  are 
a  divided  people— that  we  are  divided  in  opinion 
«■  what  the  gentleman  from  New  York  himself 
has  called  a  i«lf-«Tident  proposition— that  the 
belligerent  decrees  cannot  be  submitted  to  with- 
out a  stiivender  of  our  rights,  indepeadence,  and 
honor.  Are  we  to  be  surprised  that  the  people  of 
Matsaehn setts,  or  of  any  other  pert  of  the  United 
Slates,  are  agitated  when  they  find  men  ao  en- 
lightened SB  their  Representatives  in  Congreai 
leilingthem  ihstihisis  tobeapeitnanvatsyisteml 
Do  gentlemen  rcaUy  believe  thai  it  is  our  inten- 
tioa  to  abide  by  the  embargo  until  our  injuries 
are  redressed,  be  that  soou  or  late  1  Do  they  be- 
lieve thai  the  embargo  is  all  that  is  to-be  opposed 
to  insult,  injury^  and  blows?  Do  they  believe 
that  we  are  destitute  nf  sense  1  I  for  one  une- 
quivoaally  deny  ttiat  I  ever  had  such  an  idea,  or 
any  person  with  whom  I  ever  conversed  on  the 
•aLjecI,  except  the  gentlemen  who  opposed  it,  to 
whom  it  was  convenient  to  represent  it  as  a  pet- 
manenl  measure.  And  whatever  genlletlun  may 
•ay  on  other  sobieets,  ihey  wilt  do  me  the  justice 
ta  say  that  at  the  last  session  I  told  them  my 
epinioB,  that  the  period  would  arrive  when  the 
MibBrga  wosld'  be  removed;  and  that  when  it 


was,  there  was  no  other  course  than  war,  open 
and  direct,  or  submission.  I  defy  geotlemea  aoy- 
vrbereto  find  the  embargo  considered  as  a  per- 
maneW  meaiwre,  but  in  their  own  speeches  and 
the  prima  of  their  party. 

The  circumstances  which  produced  the  tmr 
bargpare  well  known;  but  the  misforinne  Uthat 
gentUmen  will  not  state  the  question  fairly,  bat 
cover  it  under  a  heap  of  lumber,  calculated  to 
conceal  from,  the  people  th^  real  question.  Lei 
the  question  be  fairly  put,  anij  there  is  not  a  man 
in  America  (always  excepting  bid  toriesj  who 
would  not  say  that  they  will  resist.  What  is  the 
real  state  of  oar  affairs— anA  I  will  not  slop  here 
to  discuss  who  began  first?  If  we  diean  to  «tserl 
and  maintain  our  rights,  it.  is  totally  immaterial 
to  us  who  commenced,  though  oa  this  subject  I 
might  refer  eenllemen  to  Ihe  letter  of  Mr.  Ham* 
mond  Id  1793,  in  which  he  takes  the  grogbd  bow 
maiatained,  and  asserts  the  right  of  Qreat  Britain 
10  blookade  the  whole  of  France.  The  ^atement 
ofoarsituatioe  issimpiv  this:-  Qreat  Britain  says 
if  you  go  to  France  or  her  dependencies  witbont 
a  license  from  her,  your  property  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure  and  condemnation.  France  says  if 
you  have  visited  Britain,  or  been  visited  by  a 
Briton,  your  vessels  shalfbe  liable  to  seizure  and 
confiscation.  Now  take  the  dependencies  and 
allies  of  France  and  England,  and  what  remains? 
Your  commerce  is  as  completely  blockaded  hy 
these  decrees,  as  the  port  of  3oslan  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  war;  and  when  gentlemen  come 
forward  and  tell  you  that  your  ships  are  rouing 
to  your  ports.  %ad  the  coantry  suffering,  ana 
attribute  this  to  the  embargo,  is  it  faitl  Is  it 
ioanly  1  Is  it  noi  an  assection  maleriatly  valiant 
from  our  preseot  situation?  I  Gall  upon  any 
man,  federalist,  qnid,  or  of  what  denomination  he 
may  be,  to  answer  whether  these  decrees  have 
Dot  destroyed  our  commerce ;  and  yet  tbe  deitnie- 
tioo  is  imputed  lo  the  embargo.  At  the  time  the 
embargo  was  laid,onr  exports  amonnted  to  oaa 
hundred  and  eight  millions  annually.  Taking 
all  ihe  countries  with  whom  we  could  trade, 
throwing  Great  Briiata  out  of  tbe  question^  with 
whom  1  conleod  that  no  man  can  be  willing  to 
trade  under  existing  c ire um.itances,  and  our  whole 
aommetce  does  not  amount  to  seven  millions  and 
a  half— a  commerce  not  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
exports  from  Massachusetts  alone;  and  give  Ma*- 
sachusatis  her  relative  share  of  ODe-Gfib  of'ibis 
seven  milLons  of  eommerce,  and  this  is  all  she 
can  have  to  support  her  seamen,  to  enrich,  her 
merchants,  whom  the  embargo  is  said  to  bava 
destroyed.  Th<a  is  the  real  situation  of  tbe  codd- 
try.  Do  the  people  of  the  Eastern  portion  of  it 
know  ill  No,  sir,  it  is  kept  frtHU  them;  they 
esBDOtiind  it  imhe  speechesof  their  Representa- 
tives, No,  sir ;  there,  it  is  all  embargo,  tbe  favor- 
ite hobby-horse  of  Federalism. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  show  that  it  was  not 
my  iptention  when  the  embargo  was  laid,  to  cob- 
■ider  it  as  a  permanent  measure,  IwitI  proceed  to 
state  some  'ciroumstances  which  have  rendered 
this  measure  less  operative  than  it  would  other- 
wit*  have  been.    The  embargo  had  two  objects, 
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ir  capital,  sod  to  withhold  sopplies 
flies.  The  first  object  has  bfcn 
oompietel^  answered,  and  Wttn  is  not  a  period 
at  which  It  would  be  more  aeecuarf  to  adhere  to 
it  than  at  the  preseot  momenT.  To  withhold 
stipplies  from  our'eaeinies  is  now  tnoreiraporiJDt 
than  ever.  The  nation  must  be  pot  in  a  state  to 
meet  war. 

It  is  in  vaio  foreentlemen  to  attempt  to  delade 
the  people.  The  decrets  of  Englaod  and  France 
mast  be  withdrawn,  Or  we  must  Bght ;  it  eannnt 
be  SToitM.  We  hare  declafed  we  will  not  sub- 
mit, and  there  is  no  species  of  effectutl  resistance 
hit  war. 

We  bare  a  right  to  carry  oar  produce  to  every 
i3ace  on  the  eloh«  whose  municitiaE  regulations 
do  not  forbid  it,  France  has  a  right  to  interdict 
onr  trade  with  herself,  but  none  to  interdict  it 
vlth  her  enemy.  Great  Britain  has  a  right  to 
exclude  US  from  her  ports,  but  none  to  compel  ns 
to  go  there,  ^hat  other  course,  I  ask,  can  the 
United  States  tale  but  war,  or  submissiDO  to 
tb«ie  decrees?  Let  gentlemen  examine  the  va- 
rious proposals  brouglit  forward.  It  is  immate- 
rial  whether  we  pass  c  law  that  we  will'reduce 
our  trade  to  the  places  left  by  the  decrees,  or 
toffee  it  to  be  so  reduced  by  the  decrees  them- 
seWes-  la  either  case  we  labmit;  we  allow  for- 
eign Daiiilns  Id  fix  the  amouat  of  onr  conlmerce, 
to  destroy  the  frnits-of  our  industry,  and  legislate 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that' there  is  a  native 
Am«rican  in  any  part  o^  the  United  States  who 
is  dispofed  to  inbrait;  and  I  rejoice  that  in  thfs 
Hoqse  there  is  no  division  of  jeotimeni.  Qeo- 
tlemen  Inve  publidj  declared  that  they  will  not 
mbDii.  Id  what  rorm  then' will  they  resist? 
We  hare  fried  paper  tang  enougfa.  It  is  time 
eilJier  to  exert  the  energies  of  the  nttion,  or  to 
give  up  OUT  rights  and  again  become  the  cntDnies 
of  Oreat  Britain.  lam  not  for  that.  I  have  oo. 
4uher  interest  than  that  in  laud,  by  the  pro- 
duce of  which  I  live.  I  woold  saoner  let  it  go 
ia  the  general  wreck  of  my  country  than  inrreii- 
Acr  those  rights  which  are  so  important  to  the 
iMtioQ,  and  whwh  ovr  fathers  purchased  with  (heir 
beat  blood.  I  am  Dot  for  disgracing  our  a&ces- 
ton  who  ficd  fron  oppression  abroad ;  1  an}  hot 
'  Ibr  proving  ow selres  a  base  degenerate  o&pri^. 
WepoMeia  a  coonlry  of  two  thousand  miles  ex- 
tNit,  |i  population  of  six  millions  of  souls,  and  six 
haured  thoosasd  men  fit  to  bear  arms.  If  with 
this  we  eannot  preserve  o^r  in  dependence.  We 
deserve  to  be  kicked  ont  of  the  teiriloriei  iieck 
ud  heeU  by  thoseFowers  whom  wehaveiuSered 
to  trample  do  our  mariline  rights. 

In  the  course  of  my  ratqarks,  I  have  aoiieed 
the  strange  nitioa  of  seiitiment  between  ^eBtle- 
men  in  the  opposition  and  the  British  Ministry, 
op  the  Bubj;ect  of  the  ecnbargo. 

On  this  subject  I  will  read  an  extract  of  a  MiD- 
iat^rial  pamphlet: 

"Provideace  hu  ordained  that  natiani,  >i  well  *■ 
IndiTidasIs,  ihoutd,  in  a  certain  degree,  be  depandeol 
on  each  othn ;  and  the  inhabitant!  of  no  conoti;  can 


debarred  from  their  acenitomed  commercial  eom- 
municstions  withoot  being  deprived  of  many  advan- 
tages and  enjojmente.  Sodety  being  fhus  constituted, 
the  Gavemment  that  attariliB  (he  camfbrt  and  happi- 
oC  the  people,  by  prohibiting  Ibis  intercouna, 
aliaqatab  their  affection,  and  conaeqneatiy  holds  its 
MHhoti^  hf  a  veiy  pracahoua  tenuie.  When  the  late 
Empemr  Paul  entared  into  the  confadecacy  againat 
Oreat  Britain,  his  aibjecta  irere  at  once  reduced  la  aa- 
vaie  and  general  distiaaa.  Their  hemp,  thar  fiax. 
their  tallow,  their  aidaee,  their  iron,  their  timber,  all 
their  great  staple  eommodiliea,  foi  the  h1*  of  whidk 
thoy  depended  on  British  purchasers,  were  leA  a  dead 
weight  opan  theii  handa.  [f  the  pntdace  ot  the  land 
becomea  of  no  value,  tije  landlord  may  apply  to  hie 
tenant  for  rent  in  vain.  If  the  vassal  can  procure  no 
employment,  he  can  pay  nothing  to  his  -lord.  Thus 
the  nobles,  wbOBB  levenae  ia  derived  from  the  rent  of 
their  estates,  and  the  taborof  tbeii' vassals,  found  them- 
selves in  volved  In  the  calamity  of  their  infariois ;  and 
e  le'd  by  common  interest  to  attempt  that  revotn- 
which  cost  the  Empenn  hia  crcwn  and  hie  life. 
If  any  further  elucidation  of  the  principle  to  nhich 
event  ia  ascribed  were  wanting,  it  promises  to  be 
found  in  the  United  Slates  of  America,  where  the  cnl- 
livators  of  the  soil  are  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labna,  and  the  mewhanta  of  their  cammercial  ^ina, 
by  the  pment  embargo.  This  (breed  stnte  of  ttiinga 
ramiot  be  of  long  continuance.  Already  have  the 
Vernontsae  aet  the  eonstitnted  Bulhorilka  at  dafianca, 
■nd  peraiat  in  eanying  an  their  bwle  with  the  Can'a- 
diana  acrosa  Lake  Chaaplain,  while  the  Northern 
Stataa  manliest  atioDg  symptom*  of  disccmtent." 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  apologize  to  the  Repre- 
'Bentatives  from  the  State  of  Vermont  for  read- 
ing a  clause  sgeakin^  particnlarty  of  that  State, 
but  I  assure  the  genii emen  thai  it  is  noimy  wish 
to  bring  the  attention  of  the  House  to  circurn- 
stances  which  have  passed  there.  iTieWthe^ 
with  that  deep  regret  with  which  I  shall  ever 
view  a  similar  state  of  things  in  any  portion  of 
the  country.  I  regret  that  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  however  they  may  fee!, 
should  not  manifeiit  their  feeling  in  that  form 
prescribed  bv  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.— 
We  are  loU  by  this  pamphlet,  of  true  British 
origin,  that  the  United  States  cannot  stabd  this 
measure;  and  what  are  wc  told  on  this  floor'l 
"Ydu  cannot  stand  it  j  yon  are  commiiiin;;  sui- 
cide on  yourselves."  All  this  goes  to  Oreat 
Britain  ;  what  I  say  never  will  reach  it.  All  there 
seen  of  it  tvill  be  a  garbled  statement  in  a  Federal 
paper,  which  I  could  cover  with  my  thumb,  and 
that  win  beaent  to  Qceat  Britain.  Through  this 
corrupted  source  their  informationis  derived,  and 
they  know  nothing  of  ihereal^itoation  of  Ameri- 
can feeling,  or  of  the  American  character.  And 
is  the  OoveinnMUI  to  blame,  when  I  declare  to 
God  that  I  have  seen  apeeches  attributed  to  me 
which  I  have  never  made^-4he  most  shamefnl 
misrepreaeoiatioh  made  by  men  brooght  here, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  our  proceedCngs 
to  the  nation,  but  for  supporting  party  purposes. 
Gentlemen  tell  u«  we  cannot  stand  a  permanent 
embargo.  We  never  intended  it.  Gentlemen 
well  know  that  the  lights  of  the  nation  cannot  be 
abandoned  without  \  airuggte.    The  only  qnek- 


doy  Google 


939 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


M.  OP  R. 


Addiiionai  MUitary  Farce. 


Deoehbek,  1808. 


tioo  is  when  to  commence  it.  Oar  resources 
will  sooD  be  at  our  commHnd.  Meaus  of  reaisL- 
ance  are  priwided,  and  [lie  period  must  sooa  at- 
rive  ntien  iiotbiu^  will  be  wamiog  but  spirit  on 
tbe  part  uf  tbe  Re presenta lives  la  use  (bem. 
The  people  are  wilt  you  j  you  have  their  sup-. 
pert.  Nothing  can  rorfeit  it  but  abaDdoDiDK  their 
rights.  If  by^  war  only  they  caa  be  iDaintaiaed, 
the  people  will  meet  lEwiib  firmaess.  I  never 
bad  an;  oiber  feeling,  but  that  ihete  decrees 
must  be  withdrawn,  or  we  must  resort  to  war,  I 
said  so  last  year;  I  spoke  it  openly.  My  senli- 
mecta  are  known  to  (he  people  1  represent.  They 
unite  in  that  sentiment.  It  is  the  uodivided  sen- 
'   ■      ""         ■     which  I' 


but 


It  has  been  Eaid  thai  the  Souihera  people  wish 
.     Iwillaskgentlemeo  what 


;o  desti'oy  c 


ti&<7  If  I  had  CI 
im parlance  to  n 
sir;  but  it  was, 
lance  to  me 
atituiion.  What 


ir  present  difficul- 
ly  iDLerest  only,  of  trhai 
;carrying  trade  ?  None, 
ill  be  ol  infinite  impor- 
iupport  ihe  principles  of  our  Con- 
:  are  these  principles  f  Equal  and 
exact  justice  to  every  class  of  our  citizens.  Uni- 
ted for  common  protection  and  for  the  general 
safety,  the  rights  of  uo  one  class  can  be  atMn- 
doned..  The  merchant  has  as  good  a  right  to  pro- 
tection in  the  use  of  his  ship  as  the  farmer  ia  Ihe 
use  of  his  plough.  I  said  so  in  1805,  and  I  say  so 
still.  Oui  situation,  however,  is  oow  obanged  i 
K  is  bo  longer  a  commercial  queslioiL;  I  be  late 
decree*  and  orders  make  a  direct  attack  on  the 
sovereignty  of  the  nation ;  it  is  no  longer  a  ques- 
lioQ  whether  we  will  trade,  but  wbeiber  we  will 
maintain  or  surrender  our  independence.  The 
embargo,  at  Che  time  it  was  adopted,  was,  I  be- 
lieve,  the  best  measure  which  could  have  been 
resorted  to.  Its  operation  was  defeated  partly  hy 
the  misrepresentations  of  which  I  have  spotten. 
While  on  this  Eubjecl  I  will  ask  atteption  to  an- 
other point,  which  I  had  nearly  omitted.  I  have 
aaid  something  about  Tories.  [  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood, Ihai  I  mean  oogentlemaa  in  this  House. 
I  meaai  to  state  that  the  Torv  principle  had  man- 
ifested itself  in  a  portion  of  iDiscountry,and  that 
it  was  that  principle,  in  union  with  the  agents 
and  acts  of  the  British  Government,  which  pro- 
duced the  evasions  of  our  law.  Your  towns 
■warm  with  theae  Btitisli  agenls,  who  send  to 
their  friends,  what  is  essentiaflo  ihdt  prosperity, 
in  violation  of  your  law.  Nay,  air,  loryism  in 
this  country  has,  in  one  case,  assumed  a  sort  of 
official  form.  I  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Essex  Junto.  I  hold  them  in  my  hand,  and  I 
will  read  a  reaolution  from  them.  These  pa- 
triots say — 

'■  As  to  the  Orden  oF  OoQpCiL  Itwill  baracollectai] 
(hat  tfaeae  ordera,  bearing  data  11th  November,  180T, 
wore  occaiioaed  bj  the  deoree  of  the  F  ran  cb  Emperor, 
dated  November,  1806,  declaring  all  tbe  British  do- 
think  thcas  orders  completely  jiutiGed  by  th&  itx 
taUonii,  (law  of  retaliation.)  Thvra  is  no  reason  to 
connder  thtm  as  originating  from  a  diapcwitioa  hostile 
to  this  country,  and  they  aught  not  to  be  lO  considered, 
It  ie  notorious  dial  sjie  could,  according  to  knoarn  law 


Now,  sir,  ibis  I  say  is  a  rauk  Tory  principle; 
and  it  is  immaterial  what  may  be  the  professiona 
uf  men.  The  man  who  can  aay  in  llie  present 
EituatioDOf  our  country,  that  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  towards  us  is  jusli&ed  by  the  U:rtalioai», 
or  by  any  other  law,  is  a  Tory.  It  is  to  vaiu  for 
people  in  any  portion  of  the  Union  to  makefiro- 
fessiODs  of  patriotism,  when  ihey  come  forward, 
and  by  a  public  act  say,  that  we  have  noeause  of 
complsinl  against  Great  Britain.  I  wish  aeotle- 
men  correctly  to  understand  me.  If  the  Briiiab 
nation  wouldcome  forward  and  make  repatatioB 
for  the  insults  offered  in  our  ports  and  wa ten, 
she  would  stand  with  me  on  equal  ground  with 
France.  But  when  I  recollect  that,  instead  of 
Lenderlng  reparation  for  the  moat  butniliatiDg 
iosuiis  and  injuries,  she  sent  here  a  legalized  spy 
to  instill  us  with  insolent  demands,  I  cannot  coa- 
sider,  in  point  of  injury  done  to  Ibis  country,  theae 
two  foreign  nations  as  equal  in  th«  honorable  ca- 
reer of  iojusiice  and  violence  towards  us.  Let 
Great  Britain  redress  these. injuries,  and  I  would 
as  soon  tender  the  hand  of  reconciliaiion  to  her  aa 
10  PraDce. 

I  believe  the  priacipin  of  both  are  infamtras. 
That  in  ■  cooteat  for  the  arapire  of  the  world 
they  regard  oiriy  their  own  aggrandizement.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  take  a  firm 
and  manly  attitude,  «nd  oppose  both ;  lo  maia- 
lein  the  independence  of  the  nation,  and  apum  a 
foreign  yt^e.  You  must  assert  your  rights;  they 
cBimot  be  maintained  without  men.    Tbe  inde- 


our  affairs  should  sink.  This  is  a  period  when 
all  hooeac  men  have  a  common  interest.  It  ia  a 
period  in  which  all  party  feelings  should  be  aaeri- 
fieed  at  the  shrine  of  our  eoontry'a  good.    It  ia  a 

Eeriod  when  Federalists  ought  to  forget  that  they 
iVe  lost  the  helm  of  Slue,  when  the  old  Toriea 
dispersed  tbrougbr  our  country  should  forget  Ibat 
we  have  acquired  independance,  and  wlien  all 
honest  men  snould  noile  to  maintaio  those  right* 
which  are  the  birthcight  of  an  American. 

Mr.  aniNCT. — I  agree  with  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Sppeb,)  that  the  preseni  is  a  peri- 
od m  which  it  becomes  the  members  of  this  Le- 
giilature  to  tnaintaiD  thptr  independence  and  not 
to  shrink  from  responaibiliiy.  lagree,  that  it  is 
a  lime  io  which  all  mea  ib  place*  of  trust  ahoold 
weigh  well  tbe  principles  by  which  they  are  aa- 
tuaied,  and  the  ends  at  which  they  aim. {  and  that 
they  should  mark  both  lo  distinctly  as  that  Ihey, 
may  be  fully  nndersiood  by  the  people.  But  I 
hope  it  is  not,'  and  that  there  never  will  be  a  tim« 
io  which  it  beoomes  theduty  of  any  manor  aelof 
men,  on  thii  fldor,  under  pretence  of  national  a- 
i^encies,  lo  concur  in  an  infringement  of  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution.  I  trust  it  isnotatims 
for  a  member  of  such  a  Legislature  aa  ihia, 
Ihoughilessiy  to  strengthen  hands  which  already 
hold  powers  iocoasisteni  with  civil  liberty, by  & 
surrender  of  authority,  especially  intrusted  to   us 
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by  the  peoptp,  into  the  eiclu»i*e  poMeasioo  of  aa- 
othei  depanmeot  of  the  OoTerDtneot. 

The  geoileroan  Irom  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppeb] 
tlle^M  tbat  the  men  whom  he  calU  Federaliats 
b>ve,foT  party  purpoies,  represpnted  the  embargo 
u  a  permaDeDi  measure.  He  discUitas  lueh  an 
idea,  both  on  his  owd  bccoudi  aod  oo  that  of  a 
majorily  of  ihisHonae.  On  this  head, lam  ready 
to  maintaia  (hat  the  embargo  law,  is  it  was  ori- 
^nall)r  passed,  was  an  abuse  of  the  powers  vested 
m  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  as  h  has 
been  subsequently  enforced  by  lUpplementary 
laws,  is  a  nMnifest  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
and  an  assumption  Of  powers  vested  in  the  Stales; 
and  that,  until  I  have  some  Eatisfaction  on  these 
points,  I  am  not  disposed  to  pest  a  law  for  raising 
inch  «a  additional  military  force  at.  this  bill  eoo- 
tcoB  plates. 

CoDcemiDg  the  peimaDeocy  of  the  embarso, 
aboDt  which  *o  much  wire-drawing  ingenuity 
has  bren  exercised,  this  I  assert,  thai,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  powers  of  this  House,  the  embargo 
is  permanent.  That  control  over  commerce, 
which  the  Constitution  t^as  vested  in  us,  we  have 
traaBferred  to  the  Executive.  Whether  the  peo- 
ple shall  ever  enjoy  any  commerce^again,  or  whe- 
ther we  thall  ever  have  any  power  in  it*  regula- 
tion, depends  not  upoa  ibe  will  of  ibis  House, 
bat  upon  the  will  of  the  President  and  of  twelve 
members  of  the  Senate.  T^ie  manner'  in  which 
the  powers  resteil  in  this  branch  of  lh»  Legish 
lura  has  been  exercised,  I  hesitate  not  to  declare 
a  flagrant  abuse  of  those  powers  and  a  violation 
of  the  most  acknowledged  tafegaards  of  civil 
liberty. 

Sir,  what  is  the  relation  in  which  this  House, 
in  the  eye  of  the  Coostituiioit.  standi  to  the  peo- 
plel  Is  it  not  composed  of  men,  emaaatiog  from 
the  mass  of  the  community  ?  Are  not  our  inter- 
ests peculiarly  identified  with  theirs  t  Is  not  this 
the  place  in  which  ibe  people  have  a  right  natu- 
rally to  look  for  the  strongest  struggle  for  out 
Coostituttonal  privileges,  and  the  lastNurrenderof 
them  uncondiiiaoally  to  the  Kseculivef  la  ool 
the  power  to  reguUte  commerce  one  of  the  most 
important  of  all  the  trusts  reposed  in  us  by  the 
people?  Yet,  bow  have  we  exercised  this  most 
mlereating  power  1  Why,  sir.  we  have  so  exer^ 
cised  it  as  not  only  to  annihilate  commerce,  for 
the  present,  but  so  as  thai  we  can  ne^er,  hereaf- 
ter, bave  any  commerce  to  regulate  until  the  Pre- 
sident and  twelve  Senators  permit.  QenUemeo 
when  pressed  upon  the  Gonstiiotional  point  re- 
snlting  from  the  permanent  nature  of  this  embar- 
go, repel  it  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Eprsa)  did  just  now,  by  a  broad  denial.  "It  is. 
not  permanent,"  say  they.  ''It  was  never  intea<]- 
ed  to  be  permanent."  Yet  it  hasevery  feature  of 
permanency.  It  is  impossible  for  terms  to  give 
il  a  more  unlimited  duration.  With  respect  to 
intentions,  (he  President  and  Senate  have  a  right 
to  speak  on  (hat  subject.  They  bave  power  (o 
permit  commerce  again  to  be  prosecuted,  or  to 
continue  its  prohibition.  Bot,  what  right  have 
we  to  talk  in  this  manner?  I  know  that  we  every 
day  amuse  ourselves  in  making  some  law  about 
lOthCoR-SdSsH.— 31 


ir,  this  is  permitted.  It  is  a  part  of 
Ihe  delusion  by  which  we  practise  unon  the  peo- 
ple, and  perhaps  upon  ourselves.  While  engaged 
in  debate,  we  feel  as  If  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  was  yet  in  (his  House.  But,  put  this 
mader  (a  (he  test ;  pass  a  taw  to-morrow  unani- 
mously repealing  the  embargo;  let  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate  concur;  let  the  President  and  twelve 
men  determine  not  to  repeal ;  I  ask,  is  (here  any 
power  in  this  House  to  prevent  them  from  con- 
linoing  this  embargo  forever  7  The  fact  is  unde- 
niable. Let  the  President  and  twelve  men  ob- 
stinately persist  in  adherence  to  Ibis  measure. 
and,  in  spite  of  the  intentions  of  this  House,  the 
people  can  alone  again  obtain  their  commerce  br 
a  revotutioD.  It  follows,  from  what  1  bave  stated, 
hat  those  mav  well  enough  talk  about  What  they 
nlend.  who  have  the  power  of  fulfilling  their 
intentioDs;  but,  on  that  subject,  it  becomes  the 
members  of  this  House  to  be  silent,  since  that 
power  which  we  onca  possessed,  has,  oy  our  own 
act,  departed.  So  far  as  this  House  can  ever 
hereafter  enjoy  the  opportunity  of  again  regulat- 
ing commerce,  it  depends  not  upon  the  gift  it  re- 
ceived from  Ihe  people,  but  upon  tberestoritioa  to 
us  oPihat  power,  which,  the  people  having  intrust- 
ed  to  Dur  care,  we  have  without  limitation  trans- 
ferred to  the  Executive. 

Ves,  sir;  the  people  ouce  had  a  commerce. 
Onee  ibis  House  possessed  (he  power  to  regolaie 
it.  Of  all  the  grants  in  the  Constitution,  per- 
haps this  was  most  highly  prized  by  ihe  people. 
It  was  truly  the  apple  of  iheir  eye.  To  their 
concern  for  it,  (he  Constitution  almost  owes  its 
existence.  They  brongbt  this,  the  object  of  their 
choice  affections,  and  delivered  it  to  the  custody 
of  ibis  House^  as  a  lender  parent  would  deliver 
the  hope  of  his  declining  years,  with  a  trembling 
solicitude  in  its  selected  guardians.  And  how 
conducted  in  this  sacred  trust?  Why, 
delivered  it  over  to  the  care  of  twelvedry-nursea, 
ig  whose  tempers  we  know  notning,  for 
whose  iulentions  we  cannot  voneb,  and  who,  for 
anything  we  know,  may,  some  of  them,  bave  an 
interest  \a  destroying  it. 

Yes,  sir,  the  people  did  intrust  us  with  that 
great  power — the  rejfulaiion  of  commerce.  It 
was  (heir  most  precious  jewel ;  richer  than  all 
the  mines  of  Peru  and  Uotconda.  But  we  have 
sported  with  it,  as  though  it  were  common'dost. 
With  a  thoughtless  indifference,  in  the  dead  of 
ghl,  not  under  the  cover  of  llie  cheering  pin- 
ns  of  our  eagle,  but  under  the  mortal  shade  of 
the  bat's  wing,  we  surrendered  this  richdeposite. 
It  is  gone;  and  we  have  nothing  else  to  do  than 
lo  bee  back,  at  the  footstool  of  the  Executive,  the 
people's  patrimony,  Sir,IkDow  the  answer  which 
he  odIv  one  which  can  be  given; 
fear  of  an  improper  use  of  ihia 
power  by  the  President  andSenate  ;  there  is  no 
danger  In  trusting  (his  most  excellent  man." 
Why,  sir,  this  is  the  very  slave's  gibberish.  What 
other  reason  could  the  cross-legged  Turk,  or  the 
cringing  Parisian,  give  for  that  implicit  confi- 
dence they  yield  (o  their  Sovereigns,  except  that 
il  is  impoaslbla  thcyahoald  abuse  their  power? 
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Tbe  sC&te  of  ibings  1  mention  da«s  no 
Hate  io  mere  Terbat  precisioD  or  codsIiuc 
"'  e  yery  conciauaoce  of  the  n 


Conitilutioaal  pow.era.  Dues  say  m&a  belie?e 
that,  if  ibe  embargo  bad  beea  origiDally  limited, 
k  bill  cominuiug  it  could  now  be  passed  through 
all  the  braDchesI  I  Ifuow'that  gentlemen  wnn 
otisiDallf  Toled  for  this  embargo,  and  probably 
vifl  for  the  eaforceroent  of  it,  have  urged  tbe 
aituation  of  tbis  House,  in  relation  to  ii,  as  a  rea- 
•OD  for  further  adherence.  '■  It  is  a  measure  of 
the  Eieculiv&"  say  they.  "Suppose  this  House 
■hauld  pass  a  law  repealing  it  1  Should  be  neg- 
itive,  nhal  effect  would  result  but  to  show  dis- 
tracted CDUacils?  la  the  present  situalioa  of 
(Ml  country,  nothing  is  so  desirable  as  unanim- 
ity." 1  know  that,  substaDtially,  sucharguraeots 
bare  been  urged. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackbok  wished  tbe  gentleman  to 
name  tbe  persons  to  whom  he  alluded. 

Mr.  duiNCT  said  that  be  did  npt  drem  himself 
bound  to  stale  names  CQonected  with  facte,  by 
which  be  bad  acquired  the  knowledge  of  particu- 
lar disposiiiooa  in  the  House,  tt  was  enough  for 
him  to  state  ihem,  and  to  leave  the  nation  tc 
judge  if  there  were,  under  the  circumstances,  any- 
thing  improbable  or  uanatural  in  them. 

Mr.  NiCBOt.AB  called  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
■achuselts  to  order.  He  regretted  to  say  that, 
throughout  the  whole,  session,  there  had  beeit  a 
total  departure  from  the  idea  which  he  bad  of 
order.  When  it  was  attempted  to  palm  upon 
(hose  with  whom  he  acted  opinions  which  all 
must  disclaim,  be  was  compelled  to  object  to  the 
disorderly  coarse  pursued. 

Mr.  Q,niNOTsaid  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
palm  upon  any  genilemeo  Beniimenis  which  they 
disavowed.  He  did  nOI  suppose  that  the  senile' 
men  who  entertained  aucb  sentiments  would  dis- 
avow them,  He  said  be  certainly  should  not 
mention  names.  He  did  not  think  that  the  areu- 
menl  derived  any  strength  from  the  fact  ihjit 
lucb  expressions  had  been  used,  by  any  gentle- 
man. They  are  natural  and  inevitable  from  the 
■ituatioD  in  which  gentlemen  are  placed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Executive.  Hen,  willing  to  take  oS 
the  embargo,  yet  not  willing  to  counterant  the 
*ys(en>  of  tbe  President,  were  necessitated  to 
adopt  aucb  reasoning  as  this.  It  was  unavoidable 
when  tbey  same  to  reflect  upon  the  powers  which 
remained  to  Ibis  House  in  relation  to  tbe  leptal 
of  this  law. 

Mr.  NicaoLia  required  that  the  gentleman 
should  observe  order. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  that,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  made  a  reflection  on  members  in  the 
"majority,  he  must  be  permitted  to  observe,  that 
he  utterly  discluimed  any  sach  opiakm  as  the 
gentleman  bad  indiscriminately  ciiarged  upon 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Qdinct  said  that  be  had  made  no  such 
indiscriminate  charge  on  the  majority.  An  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  give  the  discussion  a 
lura  which  he  neither  aniicipaled  not  iotended. 


I  understand,  said  Mr.  Q,..  the  cause  of  thisioter-' 
It  is  not  the  factiatimaied,bui  the  force 
of  tbe  argument  stated,  which  startles  gentlemen 
from  their  seals.  They  like  not  to  hear  the  truth 
elucidated,  concerning  their  abuse  of  power,  in- 
trusted to  them  by  ine  people.  In  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Effes,)  who  al- 
leged that,  for  parly  purposes,  the  embargo  had 
been  represented  permanent.  I  undertook  to  show 
that,  80  far  as  respects  this  House,  it  was,  to  all 
1,   permanent.      This   is  tbe  insupportable 

position.    The  embargo 

Mr.  J.  G,  jACEaoH  called  Mr.  ^dinct  to  order. 
This  disorder,  he  said,  had  progressed  too  long. 
There  had  not  only  been  disorder  on  the  floor  of 
the  Hotise,  but  in  the  galleries,  and  from  Britiah 
subjects,  too,  which  had  interrupted  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppca,)  while  he  had 
been  speaking,  a  few ,  moments  af  o.  It  wai  not 
in  order  to  discun  the  subject  of  tne  embargo  on 
this  question.  Everything  which  presented  itself 
to  the  House  was  made  a  question  of  embargo. 
It  was  the  watchword  of  the  day. 

The  Speaker  requested  Mr.  Q.uit(CT  to  take 
his  seat,  and  asked  Mr.  Jacxboh  to  put  down  in 
writing  the  words  to  Which  he  objected. 

Mr.  Jacesok  said  he  could  not  specify  partie-; 
ular  words  to  which  he  had  objeclM,  unless,  in- 
deed, he  were  to  include  the  gentleman's  whole 
speech.  He  wished,  however,  to  know  of  the 
Speaker,  Is  it  in  order,  on  A  queMioQ  for  raising 
volunteer  troops,  to  discuss  the  constitulionalitf 
of  the  embargo? 

Tbe  Sp&akeb  observed  that  a  very  wide  range 
bad  been  takpn  in  debate,  and  that,  excluding  per- 
.sonal  matter,  the  gentleman  was  in  order  tore^y 
to  observations  to  other  gentlemen. 

Mr.  QomcY  said  that  he  had  been  drawn  nn- 
expectedly  into  thiicourseof  debate,  by  following 
tbe  genllerpan  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppeb.)  He 
said  he  wished  to  lay  befora  the  House  and  the 
nation-^— 

Mr.  EppEa  said  that  he  had  said  nothing  con- 
cerning the  supplementary  embargo  law  sow  be- 
fore the  House,  which  he  conceived  the  gentle- 
man was  about  to  introduce  into  the  disenssion. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  suspend  his  ob- 
servations upon  the  subject  until  it  came  before 
the  House.  When,  notwithstanding  all  the  clamor 
on  the  subject,  it  would  be  found  that  there  was 
not  a  provision  contaioed  in  it  which  was  not  to 
be  found  in  the  present  revenue  laws. 

Mr-  dniNOY  said  he  was  not  about  to  briDgibe 
supplementary  embargo  bill  into  debate.  The 
gentleman  had  asserted  that  the  embargo  law  was 
not  ^rmanent  J  thai  the  Consiiluiion  had  not 
been  violated-  He  had  taken  tbe  Rentleman  njpoa 
that  ground.  And  the  eourse  of  his  observalioas 
bsd  been  to  prove  that  the  embargo  was  permn- 
nent,  so  far  as  respected  the  powers  of  tbisHonae 
to  repeal,  and  that   the  Constitution  bad  been 

Mr.  EpFEe  said  that  he  had  not  said  that  tike 
Constitution  bad  not  Iteen  violated. 
Mt.  Qdihct  said  that  he  had  no  panienlar  in- 
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clioaiion  to  speak  at  tbai  inoment,  and  if  gentle- 
men did  pcU  wish  to  hear-^— 

Mr.  Eppeb  said  he  had  no  objeeiion  to  hear  the 
g-enileman  siaie  any  rioUiions  ot  the  Cooatita- 
tioD,  and  he  thould  lak«  (he  privilege  of  a  member 
to  aDawer  them,  if  ihey  were  plausible. 

Mr.'MASTEita  made  tome  obscrvaiiona  noan 
the  poiat  of  order;  and  aa  the  House  was  rather 
Id  b  state  of  agitacioD,  moved  to  adjonrn.  Mr. 
Q.DIHCS  having  girea  wajr  for  the  purpose ;  aeg- 
aiired — ayes  S3. 

Mr.  Qainct.-— Hot  wiiha  Ian  ding  all  the  inter- 
ToptioDs  1  have  experieoGcd,  my  abservatioas 
have  been  perfectly  in  order.  The  reason  I  am 
opposed  to  the  resoluiign,  is,  chat  the  force  pron 
poaed  'to  be  raised  is,  in  my  opinion,  intended  aot 
to  meet  a  foreiga  enemy,  but  to  enforce  the  em- 
bargo laws.  Now,  is  it  not  the  mdst  pctiiueiit 
aud  iiroagesi  of  all  argnmeDls  against  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  resolDlion,  to  prove  that  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Executive,  in  these  respects,  already 
transcend  the  limits  of  the  CoDitiiutioo.and  that 
theke  laws,  {H-o^Kwed  lo  be  thus  eaforoed,  are  open 
Tiolations  of  itl  Conaidering,  however,  ihe 
temper  of  the  House,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  the 
statement  and  elucidation  of  a  sinsle  position. 
And  the  argument  I  shall  ofier^will  he  only  in 
outline.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  wide  Seld  which 
the  greatness  of  the  question  naturally  open).  I 
know  that,  &■  soon  as  my  position  is  aiaiedj  gen- 
tlemen advocating  the  present  measures  will  be 
ready  to  exclaim,  it  is  a  small  abjection.  But  I 
wartt  ^nilemEB,  that,  small  as  it  may  appear  to 
Ihem,  if  the  principle  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
p«6ple  and  the  soppori  of  the  State  Legislatures, 
-' is  an  etid  oi  (hjs  destructive  system  of  em- 
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e  position  I  take,  and  which  I  mean  to  main- 
tain, is,  that  those  provisions  of  tb*  embargo  laws 
which  assume  to  regulate  the  coasting  trade  be- 
tween potu  and  porta  of  the  same  State,  are 
gross  iavaaioDs  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  sod 

S.lpable  grasps  of  power  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
DBaiitutioit.  I  aslt  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  f  erf  short  argument  Upon  this  subject.  I 
present  it,  not  bv  way  of  crimination,  but  as  wor- 
thy of  its  considention  and  examiDaiioo.  I  fed 
BO  passions  on  the  question.  If  any  have  been 
exhibited  by  me  they  were  caught  at  the  flame 
enkindled  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Eppbs.) 

The  powers  granted  to  CongTeai,Ja  relation  to 
commerce,  are  contained  in  the  eighth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Coosiinitioo,  ia  these 

"  The  OoDgiew  diall  havi  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  fbraign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
Statos,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

The  particular  power  to  which  1  object  as  be- 
ing aaaumed,  if  granted  at  all,  ia  contained  wiihia 
(he  lerma  "commerce  among  theseveral  Slates." 
Ia  reference  to  which,  laak  toil  question.  Can  the 

Saol  of  a  power  to.  regulate  commerce  among 
e  States,  l>y  atty  fair  construction,  be  made  to 
include  a  power  to  regulate  commerce  within  a 
State.?    It  ia  a  simple  question.    The  strength 


and  certainty  of  the  eonclasion  results  from  ita 
simplicity.  There  is  no  need  of  any  refined  argu- 
ment to  arrive  at  eoaviction.  It  ia  a  plain  appeal 
sense  of  the  people.    To  that 
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the  learned.  It  is  scarcely  possible  there  can  he 
but  one  answer  \a  this  queaiioD.  To  bring  the 
subject  more  directly  into  the  conrse  of  the  rea- 
sonings of  common  life,  suppose  tbat  ten  house- 
holders who  live  in  a  neighborhood  should  agree 
upon  a  tribunal  which  should  posseaa  powers  to 
r^ulate  commerce  or  intercourse  among  their 
honies[  oould  suchanauihority  be  fairly  extended 
to  the  regulation  of  the  intercourse  of  the  mem- 
bers of  their  families  within  their  respective 
houses  1  Under  a  grant  of  power  like  this,  would 
anch  a  tribunal  have  the  right  to  regulate  the  in- 
tercourse between  room  and  room  within  each 
dwelling-house?  It  is  impossible.  -  Nothingcan 
be  plainer.  The  Qeneral  Government  baa  no 
color  for  interference  with  the  interior  commerce 
of  each  Slate,  let  it  be  carried  on  by  water  or  by 
htod.  The  regalatioB  of  the  commerce  between 
porta  and  porta  of  the  same  State  belongs  exela- 
sively  to  the  States  respectively. 

In  further  support  of  this  position,  a  strong  ar- 
gument results  from  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 

■'No  tu  or  duty  rball  be  laid  on  arUchts  elpoited 
trom  any  State.  No  preference  ahall  be  given  by  any 
regulation  of  comment  or  revenue  to  the  porta  of  one 
State  over  tboea  of  another ;  nor  shall  veveli  bound  to 
or  from  one  Stala  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pmy  da- 
ties  iaanolhsr." 

In  this  clause  of  the  Constitnlton  the  peopta 
restrict  the  general  power  ever  commerce  granted 
to  CoDgress.  And  to  what  objects  do  these  re- 
atfictioas  apply  7  To  exports  from  a  Stale;  to 
preletenees  of  the  porta  of  one  Stale  aver  thtise 
of  another;  to  vesaet*  bound  to  or  from  one  State 
in  another.  Not  one  word  of  restriction  of  the 
powers  of  Oongress  touehiag  that  great  portion 
of  commerce  between  ports  and  ports  of  the  same 
State.  Now,  can  anything  be  more  conclusive 
that  the  |^nerat  power  of  regulating  commerce 
did  not,  ID  the  opmion  of  the  people,  include  the 
rigbt  to  regulate  commerce  between  ports  and 
ports  of  the  same  State,  than  this  fad,  that  they 
have  not  thought  it  necessary  even  to  enumerate 
it  among  these  restrictions  ?  If  it  were  included 
in  the  grant  of  the  general  power,  can  a  reason  he 
shown  why  it  was  ni3t,as  well  as  others,  included 
within  these  restrictions?  That  it  is  not  provid- 
ed for  among  these  restrictions,  is  perfect  convie- 
liuQ,  to  ray  mind,  that  it  was  never  included  in 
the  general  power.  A  contrary  doctrine  leads  to 
this  monstrous  absurdity,  that  Cocgreas,  which,  in 
consequence  of  these  Constitutional  restrictions, 
can  neither  grant  any  preference  to  the  ports  of 
one-Staie  over  those  of  another  State,  nor  oblige 
veisels  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  when  bound 
to  or  from  the  ports  of  one  Stale  in  another,  yet 
that  it  may  grant  preferences  to  the  porta  of  one 
State  over  ports  In  the  same  State,  and  may  oblige 
rcuela  to  enter,  clear,  and  pay  duties,  when  bound 
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firora  poTE  lo  port  within  [be  snme  Stale.  This 
enormous  cooseqaenae  ia  ioevii&ble.  The  con- 
elnsionj  therefore,  Id  my  tniud,  is  pcTfecily  clear, 
thit  the  reason  why  ibe  people  did  not  restiict 
the  abuse  of  this  species  of  power  was,  that  the 
poweritself  was  not  granted  to  Congress, 

I  shall  Slate  only  ona.oiber  cDrroboratiTe  argti- 
mcnl,  drawn  from  ansther  part  of  the  CoDstita- 
ti«o.  By  the  second  nlaase  of  the  leaih  section 
and  first  article,  it  \%  proTJded  that,  "do  State 
•hall,  without  the  consent  ofCongress,  lay  any  icD' 
posts  or  duties  on  imports  or  eiports,  except  what 
may  be  absolutely  necessary,  for  eiecUting  itsiit- 
speciioD  laws,"  &e.  Now,  can  it  for  one  mo^ 
nent  be  admiued  that,  ia  cooseqaence  of  this 
reitrictiou,  the  individual  -States  are  prohibited 
fiiom  laying  traoBii  duties  on  arlicles  patsia; from 
port  to  port  within  ibeir  State  limits?  Cao  the 
Slaieslay  no  toll  upon  ferries  across  their  rivers; 
so  lax  upon  reaseb  plying  op  and  down  their 
riTers,  oracroM  tbeir  baysl  May  not  the  Slate 
of  New  York  impow  a  doty  upon  Tessels  eoinp 
from  Hodson  or  Albany  lo  New  York  ?  Yei,  if 
it  be  true  that  the  general  power  of  regalating 
commerce  among  ibe  States,  includes  the  power 
of  regulating  cotamerce  between  ports  and  poMs 
«f  the  same  State,  all  this  great  branch  of  State 
prerogative  is  absolniely  gone  from  the  individual 
States.  A  construction  of  the  Constitution,  in 
which,  if  realized  by-the  people,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  States,  in  all  ils  consequences,  they 
sever  can  aetiuiesce.     The    language    of  tbii 

two  of  the  Conxtitutionj  for  which  I  contend.  It 
■trongly  and  conclusively,  to  my  mind,  implies 
tfaat  ilie  general  power  does  not  include  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce  between  porls  and  porta  of 
the  same  Slate.  The  language  of  this  clause  is, 
"  no  State  shall  lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  im- 
ports or  exports,"  These  lerma  '■  imports  and 
exports"  are  exclusively  appropriate  to  duties 
upon  goods,  passing  into  a  Stale  or  passing  out  of 
■  State,  and  can  never  be  made,  by  any  fair  cou- 
■truction,  to  extend  to  dulifs  upon  goods  passing 
wholly  within  the  limits  of  a  Stale.  On  g9ods 
io  this  situation — that  is,  on  goods  passing  be- 
tween pons  and  ports  of  the  same  Slate,  the  in- 
diridual  States  have,  notwithstanding  thia  restric- 
lioB  in  the  Constitution,  the  power  lo  lay  transit 
dalles.  Of  consequence  the  regulation  of  this 
branch  of  trade  is  not  included  in  the  grant  to 
Congress  of  the  general  power  over  commerce 
among  the  States. 

Tbii  is  the  point  of  view  wbieh  I  take  in  this 
BUiter,  of  the  limits  of  the  Consiiiulion.  On 
thi^grouod  il  is,  that  I  asserted  that  the  rights  of 
the  Stales  have  been  invaded  in  your  embargo 
lawB,  and  that  this  Legislature  has  grasped  a 
power  not  given  to  it  by  the  CoQstitution.  And, 
aofar  as  the  liberties  of  this  people  are  dependant 
npoo  the  preservation  of  ihe  State  and  National 
Ullhortties,  in  ibetr  respective  orhils,  I  hesitate 
not  to  declare  the  embargo  laws  a  manifest 
infringement  of  those  liberties. 

On  a  question  of  this  magnitude,  [  cannot  eon- 
deaceud  to  ioqnite  whether,  in  the  ttarly  rsTanue 


laws,  any  regulations  u'ere  made  affecting  thia 
particular  braoch  of  trade?  A  practice  la  dkect 
violation  of  the  Constitution  can  have  no  bindiog 
force.  Violations  of  the  Constitution,  touching 
only  a  few  solitary  individuals,  email  in  amount, 
or  io  inconvenience,  may,  for  a  long  period,  be 
submitted  to  without  a  struggle  or  a  murmur. 
When  the  extension  of  the  principle  btgins  to 
affect  whole  classes  of  the  community,  ibe.inter- 
eM  of  the  nation  claims  a  solemn  and  satisfaetoiy 
decision.  The  truth  is,  I  can  find  but  a  single 
attempt,  in  all  your  revenue  laws,  contrary  to  the 
coDitruclioh  for  which  I  contend.  In  the  caseof 
carrying  distilled  spirits  or  imparted  goods  of  a 
specified  amount  from  port  to  port  wiibrinaState, 
the  master  is  obliged  lo  make  a  manifest  and  take 
an  oath  that  the  dnties  have  been  paid.  The  !■■• 
fringemeni  of  the  Consiilution  was,  in  this  in- 
stance, and  In  its  immediate  contequences,  to 
trifling  that  it.  has  passed  without  notice,  and 
been  submitted  to  wilbout  a  question.  Bnl,sure)f, 
on  the  silent  acquiesenee  of  the  people  iji  such 
a  practice  as  this,  can  never-be  built  the  fabrifiof- 
so  enormous  a  power  as  your  embargo  laws  at- 
tempt to  exercise. 

Oeutlemeo  say  Ibe  embargo  is  brought  into 
vieff  on  all  occasions.  Certainly,  sir,  it  is  con- 
nected with  nearly  all  national  questions,  1  have 
no  objection  to  voting  for  Dfty  thousand  men,  if 
1  can  be  informed  to  what  ase  they  are  to  be  ap- 
plied. Let  me  only  understand  the  system  pro- 
poned. Is  it  intended  to  repeal  the  embargo,  and 
go  to  war  1  Or  are  those  men  oaly  intended  to 
enforce  it?  If  fbe -former,  I  have  no  objection 
to  any  requisite  army.  If  the  latter,  1  am  in 
direct  hostility  to  this  proposition.  Deeming  the 
embargo  laws  uoconsiitutiooal,  and  powers  vetted 
in  Ihe  Executive  which  ought  never  lo  have 
passed  out  of  the  possession  of 'this  House,  I  will 
never  acquiesce  in  angmeoiation  of  the  military, 
until  lam  satisfied  that  ibe  system  is  not  to  sup- 
port by  it  still  further  the  violaiiooa  of  thb  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  this 
resolution  in  ils  present  fbrm.  He  did  not  knoir 
that  men  might  not  be  necessary ;  but  he  wished 
them,  if  regular  troops,  or  of  whatever  kind,  toi»e 
distinguished  by  their  proper  name.  He  moved 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  fifty  ihonsaod,"  so  as  to 
leave  the  resolution  blank. 

Nezatived— 47  lo  47  j  the  Speaker  deelafiDg 
himself  io  the  negative, 

Mr.  Macon  also  moved  to.  strike  onl  "two,"tbe 
terra  of  service  for  which  the  troops  were  to  be 
raised.     Carried— 53  lo  49. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then  decid- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  76,  nay* 34,  as  follows: 

Yeii— Evan  Alawnder,  Willis  A Isl on,  junior,  Ei&- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Baikcr,  Bnrwell  Ba>- 
Bctt,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaekledge.  Jaha 
Blake,  ioniar.  Thomas  Btoant,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Boyls,  Bobert  Brown,  Williun  BntJer,  Jowiptl  Cal- 
hono,'  George  W.  Campbell,  John  CloptoD,  Ordiaid 
Cook,  Bkhard  Catta,  John  Dawnin,  Jonah  Deane,  Jo- 
seph Dasha,  Daniel  M.  Durall,  John  W.  Eppei,  Wil- 
liam Findl(7,Jamet  Fiak,  Keeback.  FiaakUn,  Froaoa 
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Gudnei,  Thomu  GhoUon,  janiar,  Iiaiah  L.  Gnan, 
John  Hurii,  WUlUm  Helini,  Junei  Hotluid,  Daiid 
HiJmef,  Benjumn  Howard,  Keuben  Hainphnya,  Da- 
Dial  UileT,  Joho  G.  Jackaon,  Richard  -M.  Jabnwa, 
TbomM  Kenan,  William  Kirkpalrick,  Jobn  Lambirt, 
John  Lore,  Kobert  Maii<«i,  Daniel  MontgnniM^,  jnii>, 
Jobn  Montgomeiy,  ThoiDBi  Moore,  JeremUi  MoitOw, 
Gnidon  S.-Mumford,  Roger  NBlion,Thomaa  Navrbold, 
Tbomaa  Newton,  Wiloon  C.  Kicholaa,  John  Porter, 
John  Rhea  o(  Tennnwa,  Jacob  Ricbordt,  Matthiu 
Richarda,  Sanrael  Riker,  £ben«Mr  S«avei,  -Samuel 
Sbaw,  Dennis  Bmelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
Cl«mBnf  Stoier,  Jowpb  Storr,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taj- 
lor,  Abrua  Trigg,  Qeotge  M.  Troup,  Daniel  C.  Vbt- 
planck,  Jeua  Wharton,  Roberl  Wfill«hilt,  Alexandar 
WilBDD,  Nathan  Wibon,  and  Richard  Winn.. 

NtTi--EpaphiaditDi  Chimpion,  Martin  Chilten- 
dsD,  Matthew  Claj,  John  Culpeper,  BaiOQel  W.Dana, 
John  Daienport,  junior,  James  Elliot,  William  Elj, 
Barant  Gardonicr,  Chail>M  Uoldiborough,  EUwin  Oray, 
Richard  Jackson,  Robert  JenkinB,  Joiepb  Lewis,  jna^ 
Bdwaid  flu  Loe  LiTermore,  NMhanial  Maeon,  Joiiah 
Ha>lct«,  WilliHiD  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Timo- 
tfaj  Pitkin,  )Dnior,  Josiah  Quioc^,  John  Rovell,  Jamea 
Sloan,  John  SmiUi,  Samuel  Smith,  Ridurd  Stanford, 
"William  Stadman,  Lewia  B.  Sturgea,  Samuel  I'aggart, 
BenjaDiin  Tallmadge,  Jabei  Upham,  Nioholaa  Van 
Dyke,  ARhibald  Van  Horn,  and  Darid  R,  William*. 

<h^Ured,  Thai  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
puraaaot  lo  the  said  resolution ;  and  ibac  the 
ComniiiCM  on  the  Military  aod  Naval  Establish- 
ments  do  prepare  aad  bring  in  the  same.    . 

SiTtiBDAY,  December  31. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  auUioriZe  tbe  tranamiBiion 
of  certain  documents  by  the  mail,  free  of  postage^ 
-was  read  the  third  time,  and  parsed. 

Mr.  Macoh.  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  Nortlt  Carolina,  preaented  to  the  Uoua«  sundry 
TesotQiiom  of  the 'Legislature  of  the  said  Stale, 
relBiiTC  to  the  presem  stale  ofaflitirs  between  the 
UniiRd  giaiFs  add  the  belligerent  Powers  of 
Europe,  and  exprenire  of  iheir  deierminatioti  to 
■oppoTt  such  roensures  as  Congress  in  iheir  wis- 
dom may  adopt  for  the  honor,  safely,  and  iode- 
pendence,  of  the  United  States. — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  ubie. 

J  Mr.  WuAXTON,  from  the  comniiltee  appoioCed 
CD  the  Ihirteeoih  instaol,  presenled  a  bill  supple- 
mentary lu  the  act,  ealiiled  "An  act  to  amend  an 
act,  eitlilled  'An  act  eslablishiog  Circuit  Courte, 
and  abridging  the  jurisdiction  of  ibe  'Distrtct 
Courts  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio;" 
which  was  read  twice  add  committed  to  a  Com- 
miiteE  of  the  Whole  on  Moiida.y  next. 

Mr.  Dana,  frooi  the  committee  appoiBted  on 
tbe  tweuiieth  insiant,  preseated-a  ^ill  eoncerDinsf 
asMMiiBtions  for  the  security  of  navigation ;  which 
Was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Houi':  took  up  for  conaideralion  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  lo  the  bill  for  employ- 
ing additional  revenue  cuUeis.  The  amendment 
proposes  to  strike  out  "twelve,"  and  insert  "three." 
After  fome  observations  from  Messrs.  Newtoh, 
Taylor,  and  Stoby,  the  House  refttsvd  to  coo- 
«uc— yes*  7& 


DISABLED  S0LDIEB8. 

Mr.  Nelson  observed  that  this  was  lite  last 
day  of  the  year  1808.  For  many  years  past  oor 
old  soldiers  bad  been  applying  for  relief.  He 
thought  it  would  be  a  meritorious  thing  to  begin 
the  new  year  with  a  just  and  generous  act.  He 
therefore  asked  for  the  order  of  tbe  day  on  the 
hill  for  the  retief  of  the  inSrm,  disabled,  and  an- 
perannuaied  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Rerolu' 
tionary  Army  and  of  the  present  Army  of  the 
United  States, 

[This  bill  coDlempiates  the  establishment  of  KD 
ill  valid  corps.] 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  went  through,  a  Gom- 
miliee  of  the  Whole  witbont  an  objection,  and 
was  reported  to  the  House.  Several  amendmeata 
were  then  made  to  the  bill. 

Afier  considerable  diicnision  on  the  delalh,  in 
which  BO  hostility  appeared  lo  be  expressed  to 
ihe  principles  of  the  bill,  a  mation  made  by  Mr. 
Blodht  lo  recommit  it  for  the  purpose  oradjoat- 
ing  the  details,  was  carried — 58  lo  SS. 

NON-INTERCOURSE. 
Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  intended  lo 
ofer  B  reaolnllon  for  consideration,  but  be  ibougfat 
it  might  be  proper  to  make  some  ptelimioary  ob- 
servBiioDs.  Since  the  commea cement  of  thi^ 
session  of  Congress,  said  Mr.  R.,  several  reaoln- 
tioDs  lupecling  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Slates  have  been  submitted  to  the  coostderatioD 
of  this  House.  These  several  resolulioos  eon- 
taia  separate  and  distinct  points  of  commercial 
regulation.  They  have  no  comBioo  centre  lo 
which  they  all  may  gravitate.  They  have  no 
common  governing  principle  of  discriminati On- 
All  foreign  nations,  favorable  or  unfavorable, are 
equally  involved.  The  second  retialation  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relation^ 
embraces  a  principle  deserving  consideration;  it 
ia  expressed  in  tne  words  fdlowing:  "bavinv 
'in  lorce  orders  or  decrees  violating  the  lawfol 
'  conmierc*  and  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
'  States."  This  is  the  grand  discriminating  prin- 
ciple to  which  all  commercial  regulations  oi  the 
United  Slates  ought  to  gravitate  as  a  commoa 
centre.  All  commercial  nations  ire  individual! 
of  the-  same  family,  and,  that  peace  might  bo 

Crcserved,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  they 
ad  a  system  of  commercial  law  providing  for 
the  common  interestand  reciprocal  beoeflt  of  all. 
The  commovce  of  a  natioo  consists  of  two  parts: 
eiporlai'.on  bnd  imporlatian.  These  two  ough^ 
in  their  relation  to  foreign  nations,  to  be  com- 
mensurate. If  any  nation  or  nations,  unmindftil 
of  friendly  aod  mytually  beneficial  commercial 
intercourse,  will  make  restrictions  violating  the 
lawful  commerce  and  righfi  of  any  other  com- 
mercial nation,  what  commercial  regulations  so- 
ever the  injured  nation  may  think  proper  to  make 
ought  not,  ro  justice,  lo  afiect  commercial  inter- 
course with  any  nation  or  Daiions  other  than 
[bat  one  or  those  who  have  beeau  and  do  perae- 
vere  in  the  work  of  commercial  rapacity  andde- 
sttoctiaa.  Theoniers  and  decrees  ofGreatBrtt- 
aite  aod  France  violate  the  lawful  eommn«e  mat 
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Dpntral  rights  of  the  United  Stales.  Any  tfga- 
UlloDS  or  rEslriclioDK  made  by  tbe  Unil^d  Siatca 
to  save  their  commerce  from  JeaiructioD,  and  to 
meet  tbe  operaiioii  of  tJi«  same  orders  and  de- 
crees, and  of  bI!  such  orders  or  decrees  of  any 
other  Power,  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  commensu- 
rate, equally  exieoiive,  sod  to  comprelieiid  hII 
Daiions  having  in  force  such  orders  or  decrees. 

TIte  lesoiutioD  which  1  intend  to  submit,  said 
Mr.  R.,  has  ia  view  lo  establish  a  principle  of 
discrimiDalioD  just  in  itself  and  universally  re- 
ciprocal. If  there  be  any  sovereigQ,  independeol 
Power,  oatioD,  or  people,  who  has  not,  or  may 
QOI  have  in  force  orders  or  decrees  violating  the 
lawful  commerce  and  rights  of  the  United  Slates, 
that  Sovereign,  independent  Power,  nalion,  or 
people,  ought  not  to  be  included  and  compre- 
keDded  in  any  such  commercial  regulation  adopt- 
ed by  the  United  States.  That  Power,  nation,  or 
people,  if  any  such  there  be,  or  hereafter  shall  be — 
beiOK  an  individual  of  the  great  commercial  fam- 
ily—Hias  a  ri^ht  to  the  heneSt  and  advantageof 
commercial  lotercourse  with  the  United  States; 
and  the  United  States  have  an  equal  right  of  a 
iiee,  tinmulested,  commercial  intercourse  with 
•ucb  Power,  nation,  or  people,  which  other  na- 
tions, at  war  with  each  other,  have  a  tight  to  in- 
terrupt by  retaliating  orders  or  decrees. 

Mr.  R.  then  offered  .the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  the  non -importation  bitl  is  re- 

Bttohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  interdict,  by  Uw, 
all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  State* 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies, 
and  sU  other  Powers  having  in  force  orders  or  decrees 
violating  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rights  of 
Uu  United  States." 
DIVISION  OF  THE  INDIANA  'raRRITORY. 

Mr.  TaoHAB.  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  thirteenth  instant,  lo  inquire/  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  dividlBg  the  Indiana  Territory,  made 
B  report  thereon ;  wnich  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
The  report  is  as  follows; 

That,  by  the  fifth  artiFle  of  the  ohlinance  of  Con- 
gresaforthe  government  of  th*  Teiritory  of  the  United 
Btates  Northweilof  the  river  Ohio,  it  is  stipulated  that 
there  ■hall  be  formed  in  the  raid  Terrilorj  no  less  than 
three,  nor  more  than  five  Statea;  and  the  boondsries 
of  the  States,  u  soon  as  Virginia  ahall  alter  her  ant  of 
eesaioD,  and  consent  to  the  lame^  shall  become  flxed 
and  established,  m  fallows  : 

The  Western  Stale  sbsU  be  boanded  by  the  Missis- 
aippi,  the  Ohio,  and  Wabash  rivari)  a  direct  Una  drawn 
from  the  Wabash  sod  Post  Vincennes,  due  north,  lo 
tbe  Territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, and  by  the  said  Territorid  line  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  and  MisBisetppi. 

Tho  middle  Stale  shsll  bo  bounded  by  the  said  direct 
line,  Che  Wsbub,  fironi  Post  Vincennes,  to  the  Ohio, 
by  the  Ohio,  by  s  direct  line  dra^n  due  north  from  tbe 
mouth  of  the  Great  Mis.mi,  to  the  said  Territorial  line, 
and  by  the  aaid  Territorial  tine. 

The  Eastern  State  shall  be  bounded  by  the  loat- 
BHttianed  direct  line,  Uie  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 


•aid  Territorial  line  :  Proeided,  howtttr,  and  it  is  fiiT- 
ther  undentood  and  declared,  that  the  bonnduiei  of 
these  three  Stales  shall  be  sul^ct  so  far  lo  be  allated, 
that  if  Congress  shall  hereafter  find  ireipedient,  they 
shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  State*  in  that 
part  of  the  said  Territoi^  which  lies  north  of  an  east 
and  weat  liBe  drawn  through  tbe  soutberlj  bend  or  ex- 
treme of  Lake  Michigan.  And  whenever  any  of  tha 
said  Slate*  shall  have  sixty  thousand  tree  inhabitants 
therein.  Each  State  (bal)  be  admitted  by  ili  delegate* 
into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  raspocta  whatever, 
and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conslitotioD 
and  Stale  govemmonl :  Provided,  Ihe  cotutitutiou  and 
government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be  republican,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in  these  article*  ; 
and,  so  far  a*  it  can  lie  consistent  with  the  general 
inlereet  of  the  Confederacy,  soch  admission  shall  t>» 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  shall  be  a 
leas  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  the  Slate  than  sixty 
thooauid. 

Bt  tbe  aforesaid  article,  it  appear*  to  your  eomnut- 
tea  mat  the  line  fixed  as  the  bonndaiy  of  the  Statea  la 
be  formed  in  the  Indiuia  Teiritoiy  is  unalleiable,  onlees 
by  common  consent;  that  the  line  of  demaieatioDtWbkfa 
the  Wabsab  affi>rds  between  thg  easteni  and  western 
portion  of  aaid  Terrilory,  added  to  the  wide  aitcnl  of 
wilderness  country  whidi  separate*  At  population  in 
each,  constitute  reasons  in  favor  ofa  division,  founded 
on  the  soundest  poliey,  and  conformable  with  the  nat- 
ural situation  of  the  country.  The  vast  distance  from 
the  setllemenla  of  the  Wabssh  to  the  present  seat  of 
Territorial  governoi eel,  renders  the  administration  of 
justice  burdensome  and  expensive  to  them  in  the  highi- 
e*t  degree.  The  superior  conrls  of  the  Territory  are, 
by  law,  eatabliihed  at  Vinoennea ;  at  which  place  suit- 
ors, residing  in  every  part  of  the  Terriiofj,  are  eom- 
pclled  lo  attend  witb  their  witnesses',  which,  to  thos* 
who  reside  west  of  the  Wabash,  amoonts  almast  lo  at 
total  denial  of  justice.  The  great  difficulty  of  travel- 
ling through  an  extensive  and  loathsome  vrilderne— , 
the  want  of  food  and  other  necessary  aecommodationk 
on  tbe  road,  often '  presents  an  insurmeu&table  banter 
to  the  attendance  of  witnesses;  and,  even  when  their 
attendance  ia  obtained,  the  accumulated  eapenae  of 
prosecuting  euit*  where  the  evidence  is  at  so  remote  & 
distance,  is  a  cause  of  much  etnbarniasmeat  to  a  due 
and  impartial  distribution  of  justice,  and  a  proper  exe- 
cution of  Ihe  laws  for  Ihe  rei&ess  of  private  wrong*. 

In  sddiUon  to  the  above  considerations,  your  com- 
mittee conceiie  that  tbe  scattered  situation  of  the  set- 
tlements over  this  extemdve  Territory  csnnot  ftU  to 
enervate  the  powen  of  the  Executive,  and  render  it 
almost  impoaaible  to  keep  that  part  of  the  Government 
in  order. 

It  further  appears  to  your  committee,  that  a  diviaioik 
of  the  said  Territory  will  become  a  matter  of  right  nndac- 
the  aibresaid  article  of  the  ordinance,  whenever  tba 
General  Government  shall  establish  therein  a  Stat(» 
government;  and  Ihe  numerous  inconveniences  wbicli 
would  be  removed  by  an  Immediate  separation,  would 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  encourage  and  accelerate 
migration  to  each  district,  snd  thereby  give  addiliiHiaJ 
strength  and  security  to  those  outpost*  of  the  United 
States, eK posed  to  the  inroads  ofa  savage  neighbor,oi) 
whose  friendly  dispositions  no  permanent  reliance  can 
be  placed. 

Your  committee  have  no  certain  data  on  which  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each  section,  of 
the  Territory ;  but,  from  the  moil  accurate  information. 
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Ihey  sre  anabled  to  collect,  it  sppesn  th&t  nest  of  th« 
Wabuh  thers  are  >boDt  tbe  nnmber  of  eleven  thou- 
■uid,  tuiil  ewt  otisid  rii«r  about  the  number  of  mven- 
tecD  ibouBanil,  anj  tbkt  tba  popolation  of  each  section 
is  in  a  itate  of  rajud  increue. 

Tour  committee,  atUr  maturely  eontiJering  this  sub- 
ject,, are  of  opinion  that  there  exiati  bat  one  abjection 
Ui  the  ertabliihment  of  b  aeparaU  Territorial  gavero- 
ment  neat  of  the  river  Wabaabf  and  thU  objection  ii 
bawd  on  the  additional  eipenie  which  would,  in  con- 
■■quence  thereof,  be  incurred  bj  Uie  GoTennneul  of  the 
United  Slatea.  Bnt,  it  is  alio  worthy  of  obaerotion, 
that  the  Increased  value  of  the  public  lands  in  each 
diatriet,  arising  from  the  public  institutions  nhich  would 
be  permanently  Si ed  in  each,  to  cotnportwitb  tbe  con- 
T«nience  of  the  in)iabit«iita,  and  the  augmentation  of 
emignnta,  all  of  whoni  mast  became  immediate  pur- 
chaaen  of  thestf- lands,  would  far  exceed  the  amoBotof 
expwditure  produced  by  the  caiit«mp(ated  temporal? 


And  your  committee,  being  convinced  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  a  large  majority  of  the  dtiaens  of  the  said  Ter- 
iitoi7  that  a  aepsration  thereof  should  take  place,  deem 
it  always  juat  and  niae  policy  to  grant  to  every  portion 
of  the  people  of  thi]  Union  that  fotm  of  govevDment 
which  is  the  object  of  their  wishes,  when  not  incom' 
patible  with  the  Cooatilution  of  the  United  Statea,noT 
aubveniveoftheiraUegiance  to  the  national  sovereignty. 

Tout  qommittee,  tharelbre,  respectfully  submit  the 
following  reiolation :  ' 

KatJved,  That  it  la  eipedient  to  divide  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  to  establiah  a  separate  Territorial  gov- 
ernment weat  of  the  riVer  Wabash,  egreeably  to  tbe 
ordinance  fiir  the  governmentor  the  Territory  of  tbe 
Uoiled  States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  passed  im' 
the  13th  day  of  July,  IT87. 

Ml.  THOMAa,  from  the  same  commillee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  fgr  dividiDglKe  iDcIiana  Territory 
into  two  separate  ^overntileats;  wblch  was  read 
twice  and  commilted  to  a  ComoiLllee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  moiion  was  made  by  M(.  Wimn,  that  when 
this  House  adjourns,  it  trill  adjourn  until  Tues- 
day morniog  eleven  o'clock:  And  the  questioa 
.  beiDg  taken  tbereupoo.  it  was  resolved  in  the 
aSrmalive — yeas  60,  nays  45. 

Tdbsdat,  JKDtniiy'  3, 1800. 
MlilTlA  8Y8TBM. 

Mr.  Macon  from  the  Committee  oti  so  iDuch 
of  the  Message  of  tb«  Pieeidetit  of  the  United' 
States  as  relates  to  the  amendment  of  the  mililia 
laws  of  the  United  States,  reported  that  havlog 
carefully  eiatuineil  the  system  they  are  of  opin- 
ion that  no  aroepdment  is  necessary. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  re- 
port, Mr.  Macon  observed  that  he  had  not  con- 
enrted  in  opinion  with  the  committee,  and  there- 
fore intended  to  make  a  moiion  to  commit  tbe  re- 
port  with  special  iastructions  to  report  n  bill  for 
classing  and  armiag  the  militia.  If  the  report 
were  to  be  agreed  to,  it  would  foreclose  aoy  proi 
position  Da  the  subject  during  tbe  session.  The 
plan  which  he  would  propose  for  classing  Ibe 
militia  would  liot  go  to  destroy  the  present  or- 
gaaizaiioaof  themuitia;  but  merely  (odass  them 


according  lo  age,  so  that  young  men  should  SrH 
be  called  into  service.  It  was  a  rare  thing  that 
old  men  aod  young  men  ^corded  well  together. 
Old'men  couldnot  bear  fatigue  as  well  as  young 
men.  .  He  wished  not  to  see  fathers  and  their 
soQi-  in  the  ranks  together.  He  believed  that 
Were  such  a  plan  to  be  adopted,  from  thirty  to 
forty  thousand  men  irould  annually  be  added 
lotbelists;  the  arming  of  whom  would  costfrom 
four  to  Sve  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  lit 
thecourseof  four  or  live  years  all  the  men  in  tbe  Bnt 
class  would  be  armed  for  duty,  and  be  competent 
to  repel  any  enemy.  It  was  the  only  mode  which 
united  great  utility  with  greut  economy.  He  bad 
before  nim  a  statement  made'the  last  year  by  a 
gentlemao  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Clu.)  The  ob- 
servations of  [hat  cenileraao,  be  said,  were  well 
remembered  by  the  House,  and  he  could  add 
nothing  to  them.  They  proved  thai  a  large  corpa 
would  aiwBvs  be  ready  for  aerrice,  and  that  the 
number  would  daily  increase.  Having  premised 
thus.milch,  be  offered  the  following  resolution; 

Raolved,  That  the  report,  ftc.,  be  recommitted  to 
the  select  committee,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  class  the  loiUtia  according  lo  age,  and  lo 
[ffovide  for  armiog  «uch  as  may  hereafter  be  [daced  os 
the  militia  list  at  the  public  eipenae. 

Mr.D.  R.  WiLLiAUsbopedno  objection  would 
be  made  to  this  resolution  j  for  ixs  adoption  would 
commit  no  gentleman  on  the  principle  involved 

Mr.  DESHAwiaheda  division  of  ihe  resolijlioii, 
a«  he  was  opposed  to  the  first  and  in  favor  of  ihs 
second  clause. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  refer  the  report  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  carried.  Some 
debate  look  place  on  this  motion,  \b  which  Messra. 
Lyon,  Macon,  Nelson  and  Clav,  appeared  to 
be  in,favorof  the  principle,  and  Messrs.  Stub OBa, 
DuBELUand  TALLuADaG,agaiost  it.  Ilwasmade 
the' order  of  the  day  for  lo-motrow. 

ENFORCI.\Q  THE  EMBARGO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackbok,  the  House,  resolved 
itself  iota  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  52  to  39,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  enforcing  and  making 
more  effectual  the  several  embargo  laws,  with  the 
ameodments  repotted  by  a  select  committee  of 
this  Huflse. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  select  com- 
mittee were  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  CoRTLANnT.  after  a  few  prefarory  ob- 
servations, expressive  of  an  opinion  iHat  tbe  em- 
bargo should  be  repealed  so  soon  as  could  be  con- 
sistently with  the  passing  other  acts,  and  giving 
equal  notice  to  all  our  merchaots,  offered  the  fol- 
lowiog.  as  a  new  seciioo  to  the  bill: 

"An4  bt  it  further  tnacied.  That  the  (aid  act  entitled 
■An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  shipa  and  veeseh 
within  tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,'  and 
the  several  acts  supplementary  Uiereto,  be  repealed 
from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March  next" 

The  Chairman  observed,  t^at  although  he  In- 
dividually believed  this  motion  to  be  in  order,  tbe 
House  had  twice  successively  decided  a  similar 
proposition  lo  be  out  of  order  the  other  day,  be- 
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canu  the  subject  wm  already  before  «  »pi 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole;  and  he  felt  himtelf 
boDDd  to  abide  by  tbeir  decisioa. 

Mr.  Qabosnier  appealeil  from  the  decition  ol 
the  Chair. 

The  Committee  confirmed  ibe  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

A  motion  was  mede  ^  Mr.  Elliot  that  the 
Committee  rise  and  report  progress — Negaiired. 

Mr.  Jacebon  moved  thai  the  Committee  rite 
and  report  the  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  Elliot  commenced  a  eootinuatioD  of  his 
speech  which  he  commenced  a  few  days  ago. 
After  Mi.  Elliot  had  spoken  about  five  minutes, 
it  appearing  thai  a  quorum  was  noi  present— 

Mr.  DiNA  suggested  the  propriety  of  the  Com- 
miliee'e  risiag  and  reporting  "  that  there  was  do 

Mr.  Macon  had  no  wish  to  sit  here  whilst  gen- 
tlemen were  gone  I o  their  dinners;  and  mored 
that  the  Commiiiee  riae  and  report  progress. 

Mr.  MoBELT  raid  it, was  an  old  maxim  that 
''dulceet  decorumest  propatfia  mort;"  but  be 
had  no  idea  of  siarving  lo  death  for  it. 

.The  Committee  rose,  ayes  60,  and  (he  House 
Adjoatned. 

Weohesdat,  January  4. 

Mr.  Lewis,  fVom  the  Committee  for  the  Di 
trict  or  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  conferring  ce 
tain  povrer,  relative  to  roads  and  bridges,  on  tl 
Levy  CourLfor  the  county  of  Washington,  in  tl 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  ar 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  on  Fi 
day  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  (□  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  biLI,  entitled  "An 
act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  rerenue 
bonds,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  amendments;  lo  which  they  desire  the  con- 
curreoce  of  thii  House. 

A  messagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  appoinipient  and  employment 
of  an  additional  number  of  navy  officers,  and 
marines,"  with. amendments;  to  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  pnssed  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  further  time,  (he  first  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  'An-act  further  ti>  protect  the 
commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
agaiasl  the  Barbary  Powers,"  with  ameodmeots ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
Mou8«. 

PUBLIC  LA.ND8. 

Mr.  Bo7LB  offered  the  following'  resolntion, 
obaeiTing  (hat  the  subject  b^d  been  before  the 
House  aeveral  limes,  but  a  solemn  decision  had 
never  been  had  on  the  subject,  and  those  who 
bad  wilDessed  (he  mode  of  disposiog  of  land  on 
credit,  bad   seen  the  ill  efiects  of  the  present 

Sesoived,  That  the  Commitlie  on  Public  Lands  be 
iiMmcted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedisqcy  of  redacjng 


the  price  of  public  lands,  and  eboltriung  the  eradit  oa 
■ale*  theregf;  and  tliat  they  haie  teaie  I«  report  by 
bill  or  olherwiw. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

DISTBEBSED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.'NawTon  offered  a  resolution,  directing  ihe 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
ini^uire  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the 
relief  of  distressed  and  disabled  seamen. 

Mr.  N.  staled  (bat  he  bad  been  induced  to  pro- 
pose (he  resolution  from  the  following  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 

TaiASDBi  DirAamxT,  i>e«.SO,180e. 

8]H  :  Whilat  [he  fund  for  lUppottinf  nick  altd  disa- 
sbled  teamen  hu,  during-  this  year,  been  coDBdaably 
diminished,  the  expenses  are  actually  incrcaaing.  For 
the  fund,  conRisting  of  the  deduction  of  twentjacenb 
per  aanlh  from  the  wages  of  seamen,  moat  necessa- 
rily decrease  in  the  lame  ratio  aa  the  number  of  lea- 
nen  actually  employed  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
number  itaelf  of  those  who  are  confined  at  borne  and 
deprived  of  employment,  producea  an  increaae  of  sp- 
plications  for  relief. 

Alt  that  had,  by  frugality  in  the  expendimre,  been 
saved  during  the  fenner  years,  mil  be  inadeqoale  la 
supply  the  defidsncy  of  ths  ensuing  year,  anleaa  or> 
ders  be  immediately  giTrn  to  reduce,  by  some  general 
anil  harsh  rules,  Ihs  number  of  persOQa  heretofore  ad- 
mitted. I  cannot  believe  that  this  vrootd  be  couiit- 
ent  with  the  intention  of  the  Lagislature,  and  tluak  rl 
my  duty  to  slate  the  facts,  in  order  that  a  proper  rem- 
edy may  be  ^iplied. 

Upon  doaconsideratioD  of  the  mbjart,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  most  simple  and  equitable  plan  would  be 
to  appropriate  for  the  year  1  SOS,  in  aid  of  the  fund,  an 
additional  sura  of  abont  two  hundred  (banasnd  dallus; 
such  sum  to  be  applied  as  the  fund  itself,  nndei  the 
general  directions  of  the  President,  but  to  be  expended 
in  the  several  parts  In  proportion  to  the  amount  aila- 
atly  collected  in  each  on  that  account  during  the  yisr 
1807,  and  to  be  applicable  to  the  relief,  not  only  of 
sick  and  disabled,  but  also  of  diatrtfatd  seamen. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 
■   ■  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

T.  NiwToa,  E;iq,,  Chairman  of  thi 

Commitlee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaetura- 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  oppssi- 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT.. 

Mr.  Story  said  that  if  the  House  did  not  wish 
to  be  considered  as  slumbering  at  (heir  posts,  it 
was  proper  that  ^hey  should,  after  delermiaitig 
that  tb«y  would  not  submit  to  (he  ordern  and  de- 
crees Of  (he  belligereota, adopt  some  efficient  lyi- 
tem  of  warfare,  if  war  must  be  the  result.  On 
(his  point  he  was  decidi-dly  of  opinion  that  we 
eoula  carry  on  operations  to  great  advantage  on 
(he  ocean.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  reaoluiion  for 
inquiring  into  ibe  piopriety  of 'augmenting  o)K 
naval  force,  which  he  submilied  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House; 

Retohed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  rv 
ferred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relataa  to  our  Mflilary  and  Naval 
EatabUahmenu,  be  inatructad  to  inquire  mio  the  eapa- 


awCoogit; 
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Iti*>l  Euatriulimeiit,  and 
Ihat  iboT  huB  lene  u  npnrt  b;  bill  or  othentiM. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAue  asked  of  the  gentleman, 
■gainst  wbom  was  this  force  to  be  applied? 
He  prrsDmed,  as  the  grnllraiaii  appeared  to  hare 
his  mind  so  fully  made  up  on  the  subject,  thatfae 
had  ma^e  the  oecessary  calculations,  and  would 
fatnr  the  Hoilse  wiih  iheni.  For  his  part,  Mr. 
W.  said,  if  we  were  to  g-o  to  war  lo-morrow,  he 
would  not  role  a  single  additional  floaljog  ^d. 
Wbai  had  been  the  consequence  of  augmenta- 
tions ot  naval  force  ia  other  countrietl  Were 
ihey  not  perpetually  augmeming  the  British 
lUTy?  The  Ministry  would  give  hut  a  small 
premium  to  insure  the  genileinati's  au)imenta- 
tion,  should  it  he  made,  a  safe  berth  in  Ibelr  ports. 
Did  the  gentlemau  wish  la  follow  the  example 
of  Denmark,  and  have  our  towns  Copenhagened? 

Mr.  Oabdneb  observed  that  a  bill  for  putting 
our  present  Navy  into  service  was  already  before 
the  House.  He  should  prefer  first  acting  on  that, 
and  therefore  moved  that  this  resolution  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Stort  hoped  this  coijrse  wuu1d  not  he 
given  to  his  motion ;  for  it  might  be  perfectly 
proper  not  to  order  lti«  whole  naval  force  to  be 
put  into  actual  service,  and  yel  it  might  be  very 
proper  to  prepare  an  additional  naval  force.  We 
were  not  at  present  at  war,  but  we  soon  might 
be.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
supposed  tiiai  any  au^mentalion  of  our  naval 
force  must  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  British  navy. 
Mr.  S.said  he  coilld  not  so  much  doubt  the  cour- 
age or  character  of  his  couTiirymen,  as  to  feel 
as  the  gentleman  did.  I  tvas  bora  among  the 
hardy  T^ons  of  the  ocean.  They  will  never  be 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  their  duty  or  their  coun- 
try's rights.  They  never  will  submit.'  If  Great 
Britain  ever  obtains  possession  of  our  present 
little  establishment,  it  must  be  at  an  expense  of 
the  best  blood  of  the  country,  and  after  a  slrug- 
glewhicb  would  call  for  more  of  her  strength 
than  she  had  ever  found  necessary  for  an  Euro- 
pean enemy.  He  said  he  did  not  wish  our  naval 
forte  to  be  increased  for  offensive  measures ;  but 
it  bad  appeared  to  him,  that  the  only  force  which 
coold  eflTectuallyprotectour  seaeoBst  wasB  naval 
force.  He  wished  a  few  vessels  of  war  to  co-op- 
erate with  our  fortiaEBlions.  Such  a  force,  too, 
with  the  knonrn  bravery  of  AmeWcau  seamen, 
would  carry  dismay  wherever  it  went.  The 
passage  of  ttis  resolution  would  not  decide  the 
principle  ;  it  was  barely  for  inquiry.  Would  not 
gentlemen  inquire  whether  an  increase  of  the 
naval  force  might  not  he  proper?  Would  they 
hold  out  the  langtrage  that  they  would  permit 
the  Keae  of  the  Chesapeake  to  be  act^d  over 
again  with  impunity  ?  That  they  would  still  le- 
maia  on  laod  7  Mr.  8.  said  he  could  not  believe 
that  the  ^ntleman  from  South  Carolina  wished 
lo  aee  this  game  played  again.  He  hoped  that 
we  would  prepare  a  force  to  protect  as  asainst 
every  foe.  The  naval  establishments  of  Euro- 
pean nationa  mutt  he  always  maintained  at  an 
expeoMdoubleoftheproporlionateeipense  which 
would  be  iocutred  in  this  couaUjr.    He  asked  the 


gentleman  from  South  Carolina  if  we  had  fifty 
last  sailing  frigates,  whether  ihe  British  nation 
would  send  an  armament  sufficiently  powerful  to 
endanger  them  T  Mr.  S.said  (hat  we  knew  perfect- 
ly well  the  importance  which  ihey  aliach  to  their 
naval  establish  mem.  The  thunder  which  rolled 
over  their  heads  in  terror  was  only  thai  from 
floating  batteries  on  the'wnter.  Believing  that 
whenever  we  have  war  it  must  be  carried  on  at 
sea  as  well  as  on  land,  he  was  in  favor  of  iit> 
creasinfr  our  naval  force. 

Ur.  D.  R.  Williams  aaid  that  Che  gentleman 
must  excuse  him  for  saying  that  he  had  pursued 
the  Eastern  modeof  propounJitrg  other  questions 
instead  of  answering  ihoas  which  had  been  put 
to  him.  He  said  he  had  meant  no  reflection  oil 
the  hardy  sons  of  Neptune;  he  believed  them  to 
be  BR  courageous  as  the  gentleman  had  represented 
them:  The  gentleman  talks  of  fiftijr  fast  aHiling 
frigates ;  is  it  possible  that  any  man  in  the  nation 
can  suppose  that  its  safety  depends  upon  Gflf 
fast  sailing  frigates?  They  must,  if  sent  out, 
either  carry  oiders  not  to  fight,  or  become  what 
the  Chesapeake  has  been — a  disgrace  to  us,  I 
feel  regret  that  such  is  our  situation,  and  I  have 
no  other  consolation  than  the  state  of  the  nation. 
Yes,  air,  it  is  a  rosnification  to  me  that  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  here  has  said,  and  perhaps  to  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  that  if  fiftv  sail  of  the  line 
were  built  they  would  soon  be  taken  from  us.  We 
cannot  command  resources  for  such  establisfa- 
menis.     Will  gentlemen  consider  that  our  great- 
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of  dollars?  I  ask,  then,  where  are  we 
to  get  money  for  (he  support  of  such  Immense 
establishments.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was  onthe  shore 
that  he  vould  risk  the  salvation  of  hit  country ; 
and  of  an  invading  foe  there  would  not,  htf  trusted, 
1  single  man  escape  to.  tell  the  fate  of  his  com- 
rades. Indeed  he  should  tremble  for  his  country, 
if  he  thought  its  talvstion  depended  on  floating 
batteries. 

Mr.  NicHOLtB  said  there  appeared  to  he  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  gentlemen  as  to  the 
mode  of  preparing  for  action.  It  was  unques- 
tionably nenessary,  he  observed,  that  the  House 
should  come  to  some  decision  on  the  subject. 
Gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  naval  force, 
when  thai  question  was  fairly  decided  in  the 
ne|{ative,  would  no  doubt  give  up  all  idea  cf  that 
force,  and  join  those  in  the  majority  in  voting 
for  loal  force  which  they  deemed  necessary.  1 
do  not,  will  not  believe,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  as  to  the  species  of  prepara- 
[|oa  to  be  made  will  prevent  us  from  making 
any.  Until  some  decision  be  made  we  shall  be 
perpetually  embarrassed  in  this  way.  1  have  not 
made  up  my  opinion  on  this  subject ;  hut  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  in  the  event  of  a  war  we 
can  do  but  little  on  water.  I  think  it  important, 
however,  that  the  thing  should  be  settled  and  not 
procrastinated.  This  question  should  be  met  and 
decided.  I  do  ncit  believe  I  say  too  much  when 
I  say  that  I  believe  war  to  be  inevitable.  1  lar 
lhi»upon  Ihe  presumption  that  I  am  warranted 
in  believing  that  it  is  the  determination  of  thia 
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Hoiwe  and  the  nation  to  resist,  oj  lon^  as  a  man 
remsias  of  us,  the  edict:  of  Great  Britaia  and 
Prance.  Having  made  this  deiermioalioD,  wbat 
is  our  duty  under  the  present  aspect  of  our  af- 
fiiirs.  when  it  does  not  appear  ihaleicherof  ihese 
nations  will  recede?  To  prepare  to  meet  the 
crisis  as  men  tleiermioed  to  resist  efTeciually. 
Shall  we  do  this  as  Iode;  as  we  divide  as  to  (he 
mean*  to  be  employed  ?  We  shall  not,  sir.  Mr. 
N.  expressed  a  hope  that  gentlemen  who  iliougbl 
land  force  the  best,  would,  if  it  should  nol  be 
agreed  to  by  a  majority,  consent  to  employ  naval 
force;  and  that,  uuder  similar  circumstances, 
those  in  favor  of  naval  force  would  consent  to 
employ  land  forces.  It  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portBoce  that  they  should  come  to  an  underitand- 
tag  DQ  the  subject.  If  out-voted  in  the  force 
which  was  best  in  bis  opinioo.  be  would  cordi- 
ally aisist  ip  preparing  the  otber  species.  He 
said  he  was  for  oSence,  not  for  defence  merely, 
when  thus  vitiJIy  assailed.  He  hoped  the  House 
would -at  once  settle  the  mode,  and  commence  the 
work  of  preparation.   ' 

Mr.  Lyoh  said  that  it  was  well  known  that  he 
had  never  beeu  'inimical  to  a  naval  force.  The 
rule  which  he  had  laid  down  to  him&eif  had  been 
to  give-  a  great  share  of  .the  revenue  derived  from. 
commerce  to  the  protection  of  commerce.  -  He 
had  never  entertained  the  idea  of  manning  a 
fteet  for  the  purpose  of  defying  Great  Britain  on 
the  ocean.  He  had  wishea  to  give  that  share  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  commerce  of  the 
iXa  protection  wbich  should  be  deemed  j 
He  laid  thai  sending  out  a  navy  with  a  view  to 
meet  that  of  Qreat  Britaia  on  the  ocean,  would 
indeed  be  a  Q,uiiotic  eipediiion.  He  had  always 
thought  that  this  nation  would  he  justifiabli 
in  defetisive  war.  Ha  would  forever  m( 
the  right  to  eovern  ourselves  on  land,  and  on  the 
ocean,  too,  if  he  thought  there  was  any  proba- 
bility of  succeeding  in  such  a  contest.  He  cenr 
sured  the  propensity  displayed  by  gentlemen  for 
making  paniai  preparations,  and  wished  to  see  a 
whole  system  at  once. 

The  question  on  ordering  Mr.  Stort'b  propo- 
sition to  lie  on  the  table  was  carried — 17  to  36. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
Mr.  Van  Cortlahot  observed  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  House  to  get  along  with  business 
until  the  question  of  repeal  or  continuance  of  the 

embargo  was  decided.  He,  ihetefore,  called  for 
the  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  CuiTTEHnEN'B  reso- 
lution for, (he  immediate  repeal  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Bacon  made  a  motion  which  superseded 
thiB  motion,  viz  :  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  from  the  furthei  consideration  of  it, 
and  to  refer  it  to  the  Ooramiltee  of  the  Whole  to 
whom  was  referred  the  hill  on  the  subject  of  non- 
intercourse.  ' 

After  a  debate  of  near  three  hours,  this  motion 
was  negatived— yeas  83,  nays  91. 

The  debate  was  desultory  in  the  exlreroe.in- 
nluding  questions  of  order,  d^c,  and  the  decision 
of  the  question  ^ipeared  to  involve  no  principle. 
Messrs.  Gahd.nek,  Daha,  Cbittenden,  Quincy, 


Upham,  Lyon,  Sloan,  and  Mastebb,  appeared 
'  B  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Cb(tteb* 
a  resolution;  and  Messrs.  J.  Q.jACEaon,D.R. 
.LiAMB,  Bacon,  Geo.  W.  Campbell,  Smilii, 
Alexander,  Stobt,  Bibb,  Holland,  and  Efpbs, 
opposed  it. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit' 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  motion  ef  Mr.  Van  Cobt- 
LANDT — yeas  62,  nays  49 — on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
CHiTTEHDeN,  in- the  following  words: 

Rtmhed,  That  the  act  paued  at  the  la^  union  of 
ConKrera,  entitled  "An  act  laying  in  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  veHels  in  the  ports  sad  harbors  of  the  Cni- 
ted  States,"  ind  the  several  acts  lupplemenUTy  uid 
additional  thereto,  onght  tu  be  immedutely  repealed. 

Mr.  Van  CortlaMdt  moved  to  strike  out  the 
.word  "  Immediately,"  end  insert,  "from  and  alUr 
the  4th  day  of  March  next." 

Mr.  Bffeb  called  for  the  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  lo  take  it  first  on  striking  out  iheword 
'■immediately."  And  the  queiition  having  been 
so  taken,  was  negatived — ayes  36.  The  motion 
to  insert,  of  course,  fell -with  the  motion  to  strike 
out.  And'ibe  question  on  the  resolution  having 
been  slated, 

Mr.  LivEBMORB  said,  he  was  agreeably  disap- 
pointed in  seeing  this  subject  taken  up,  and  wa« 
not  therefore  as  ready  to  meet  it  as  he  might  be. 
He  then  commenced  an  argument  on  the  eoniti- 
tutionatity  of  the  embargo.  The  origin  of  the 
Federal  compact  was  chiefly  the  want  of  some 

geoeral  power  to  regulate  commerce.  There  had, 
nwever,  he  contended,  been  no  delegation  by  the 
Constitution  of  a  power  to  lay  an  embargo;  con- 
sequently, the  exercise  of  it  was  an  assumption 
of  power  not  warranted  bv  the  Constitution.  The 
Convention,  he  said,  could  have  had  no  idea  that 
they  were  raising  a  power  to  destroy  the  very 
object  for  the  preservation  Of  which  they  were 
associated. 
After  Mr.  L.  had  been  speaking  abont  ten  min- 

Mr.OHOLBON  Rske^'if  the  gentleman  would  not 

prefer  being  heard  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  LivERUORE  answered  that  he  should, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  rise, 

and  report  progress;  which,  however,  was  soon 

changed  to  a  motion  to  report  ibe  fact  that  there 

The  motion  for.  risingwas  supported  by  Hcsstt. 
Cook,  Dana,  Qdinct,  KlliOT,  and  Ltoit,  on  the 
ground  that  time  was  not  allowed  for  discussion; 
that  it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  no  gentleman  could 
he  heard  to  advantage  at  this.  hour.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Macon,  Blaceledde,  Albtoh, 
and  D<R.  Williams,  for  the  reasoD,  that,as  ibey 
had  consented  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  sat- 
jeci,  they  wished  an  immediate  decision;  (hat  ibe 
subject  had  already  been  amply  diiicussed,  and  a 
protraction  of  debate  now  would  but  keep  Ibe 
people  in  suspense. 

The  Committee  rose,  but  could  not  report,  a 
quotum  not  being  present. 

A  motion  was  then  made  toadjourp,  asd  car- 
ried—yeas 40,  nays  38 — a  quoruia  beiiig  pesent 
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at  tb«  vote,  uvieiBl  mciabers  baviDg,  vhilsL  the 
Teas  and  nays  were  calling,  come  into  the  House 
from  ibe  lobby  aod  ebenb^re. 

Tb  una  DAT,  January  5. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry late  officers  in  the  Delaware  lice  of  tbe  lale 
ReToluiiooacy  army,  in  behalf  of  tlieniHelves  and 
Olhcrs,  praying  that  such  furdicr  compensatioii 
may  be  granted  to  tbe  meinorialista,  for  their  re- 
spective leriiceB  in  ihe  capacity  aforesaid,  as  shall 
be  equivalent  to  ao  allowance  of  halfpay  for  life ; 
or  ibai  such  other  relief  may  be  afforded  in  the 
premises  ts  to  the  wisdom  und  justice  of  Congress 
shall  seem  meet.  — Referred  to  the  comniitlee 
appointed  the  26ih  ultimo  oa  tbe  memorials  of 
sundry  other  lale  officers  of  the  said  Revolulion- 
■rvjarmy. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaBary,Bccompa[iied 
with  sundry  stalemeuis  made  in  conformity  to 
the  aeTeral  provisions  of  the  laws  providing^for 
the  sale  of  ]f  ubiic  lands  south  of  tbe  State  of  Ten- 
nessee; which  were  read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Laods. 

Mr.LEViB,from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bij  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of 
Ocorgetown;"  wbicb  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next 

Mr.NEWTON, from  the  Commitieeof  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  presented  a  hill  for  the  relief  of 
tick,  disabled,  and  distressed  seamen  ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
ao  much  of  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  gre- 
■ent  session,  as  relates  to  the  MlliiarT  aud  Nav^l 
Establishments,  pi^ented  a  hill  authorizing  the 
appoiotment  of  a  Superintendent  of  Ordnance; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neir. 

Mr.  FiNOLET,  from  the  Coramiiee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  it  was  referred  to  examine  the  ceriiS- 
calea  of  election  or  other  credentials  of  several 
new  membera  returned  to  servejn  this  House,  in 
ihe  room  of  oibers  who  are  deceased,  or  have 
resigned  their  lean,  made  a  report'  thereupon; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  tbe  Cleik  s  table,  where 
the  same  was  read,  and  is  br  follows: 

"  On  Bisminiiis  the  certiUcetes  and  credenliala  of 
Joieph  SI017,  retuniBd  for  the  State  of  MsHHehuaetU, 
in  the  room  of  Jacob  CTOv>nlnBhield,deceaied;  of  Rich- 
ard JadLson,  retnnied  fbr  the  State  of  Rhode  liland,ln 
the  room  of  Neheminh  Knight,  deceoKd;  of  Samuel 
Shaw,  retnnled  for  the  State  of  Vermont,  to  letve  in 
the  roomof  James  Witherell,  who  has  resigned  his  rait ; 
of  Nathan  Wilson,  returnea  for  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  the  room  of  David  Thomas,  appointed  Treoanrer  of 
that  State  ;  of  Behjamin  Say,  returned  for  the  State  of 
Fennljlvania,  in  the  room  of  Joieph  Clay,  wbo  Iim 
Tcaignvd  bis  seat  1  of  Thomas  Oholaon,  Jr.,  ratnrned  for 
the  Aata  of  Virginii,  in  the  room  of  John  Claiborne, 
deceased ;  and  of  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  elected  a  delegate 


for  the  Territory  of  [ndiaDa,  b?  the  Legislstnre  thereof^ 
to  wnein  the  oeeoDd  session  of  tbe  tsnlfa  Congress,  in 
the  room  of  Benjsmin  Psrke,  sppointed  ■  judge  of  the 
inperioT  eouit  of  thst  Territory — report 

"  That  the  certificates  and  other  credentials  of  tbe 
elections  and  ceturna  of  Joseph  Story,  far  the  State  of 
Massacbiuetts  1  Bamuel  Shaw,  for  the  State  of  Vei- 
;  Richard  Jackson,  for  the  Slate  of  Bhude  Island ; 
Nathan  Wilson,  for  the  Steleof  New  York;  Benjamin 
Say,  for  the  StaW  of  Pennajl.ania ;  Thomas  Qholson, 
Jan.,  for  the  Slate  of  Tiiginia;  and  Jeoae  B.  Thomas, 
for  the  Territory  of  Indiana — iire  suiScient  to  entitle 
'lem  to  seats  in  this  House." 
On&red.'Tbat  the  said  report  do  lie  00  the  table. 
Mr.  Basbett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  whOm  was  referred  a  reao- 
n  proposed  by  Mr.  Chittenden,  in  the  fol- 
ng  words ;  "  Resoh«d,  That  the  act  passed  at 
the  last  aeasioo  of  Congress,  entitled  '  An  act  lay- 
'ng  an  emharxo  oo  all^nips  and  vessels  in  the  porta 
od  harbors  oT  the  United  States,'  and  the  several 
cts  supplementary  and  additional  thereto,  ought 
0  be  immediately  repealed  ;"  also,  sundry  other 
resolutions  subsequently  proposed,  and  peliiiont 
presented,  to  the  House,  louching  the  same  sub- 
ject— reported  that  the  Committee  had.  yesterday, 
according  to  order,  had  tbe  said  resolutions  and 
petitions  under  consideration  j  and  in  tbe  course 
of  the  discussion,  the  Committee  found  themselves 
without  a  quorum,  and  thereby  dissolved.  Wheie- 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  proposed  resolutions,  to- 
gether with  the  petitions  presented,  touching  the 
subject  aforesaid,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  tbe  S'eaate  informed  tbe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Auguettu  Serry,"  with  an 
amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  ihis  House. 

ENFOSCINQ  THE  EMBARGO. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicholih,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Comtnitt'ee  of  the  Whole,  on 
tbe  bill  for  enforcing  the  embargo,  and  the  seve- 
ral acts  supplementary  thereto. 

Mr.  Blliot  said  he  should  commence  where 


ith  coolness.  He  went  almost  inrough  the  bill 
section  bv  section,  commenting  at  length  upnn 
them.  To  every  section  he  staled  specific  ohjec- 
tions.  Before  he  concluded  his  remarks,  how- 
ever, the  Chairman  observed  that  the  g-eotleman 
could  not  object  to  sections  which  had  been 
amended,  as  Ibey  could  not,  oceordinff  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  be  struck  out;  and  there  was 
now  no  njotfon  for  the  Committee  to  rise.  And 
Mr.  K.  closed  tiis  remarks,  with  an  intimation 
that  he  would  renew  Ihem  at  s  future  stage  of 
the  business. 

The  Comraiiiee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  amendments  having  been  gone  through, 

Mr.  Eppeb  offered  a  new  section  to  (he  bill  re- 
pealing so  much  of  Ihe  supplementary  act  of 
March  12th  last,  as  empowers  the  President  to 
permit  vessels  to  depart  from  the  United  States 
to  bring  in  property.    Thie  power,  he  said,  was 
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not  necessary,  whatever  il  might  hare  been,  and 
had  been  made  a  pretext  tot  evasions.— Agreed 
to  without  oppoEiiioa.  ' 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  strike  out  of  (he  9th  le 
tion  the  words  id  italic  In  the  rollowJng : 

"  That  the  colledon  of  all  the  districlii,  &e.,  iball 
■tithariied  to  seize  produce,  Ac,  wbeoever  there 
reuon  to  beKevo  that  thej  are  inlendad  for  eipoH 
teon,  or  when  in  vttteU,  carta,  wagom,  iltight, 
any  other  earriage,  or  in  onj  manner  apparently,  on 
thar  waytowarda  tht  territoria  of  a  foreign  nation. 
Of  tie  vidnify  thereof,  or  towardt  a  place  where  attch 
ortietea  are  intended  to  be  exported." 

He  believed  that  it  gave  a  despotic  power  to 
colleeloK,  with  mililarj  force,  to  arrest  bdv  prop- 
erty eojng  out  of  the  couQiry— 10  take  even  a 
trunk  of  a  cuiien,  whict  might  have  money  in 
It,  going  irom  one  part  of  the  country  to  any- 
place where  it  might  probably  be  eiponed.  This 
power  to  seize  properly  in  any  vessels,  carts, 
sleighs,  &c.,  "apparenlly  on  their  way  towards 
the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation,"  was  arbitrary 
and  despoiic.  Not  a  cart,  he  said,  could  trnvel 
northwardly  hut  was  going  towards  the  lerrito- 
nes  of  a  foreign  cation,  "but  would  be  subject  to 
Ibis  despotic  power,  *c.  No  similar  power  had 
ever  been  giren  by  any  law  passed  in  this  coun- 
try or  any  other.  A  man  could  not  carry  bis 
Wheal  to  market,  if  ihe  mill  lay  in  a  direction  to- 
wards a  foreign  country,  without  being  liable  to 
seizure.  The  fourth  article  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Coostiluiion,  says,  '-the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple lobe  secured  in  their  persons,  bouses,  papers, 
■and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and 
seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  warrants 
(k  L^"^'  ^"^  "P""  P'°''**'l«  cause,  supported 
by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describ- 
ing Ihe  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or 
things  10  be  seized."  What  was  "  unreasonable 
•eizure'?"  If  [his  power  to  seize,  authorized  by 
the  bill,  were  not  unreasonable  he  could  not  see 
what  wa.s.  Was  net  [his  a  violation  of  ihia  ani- 
f  k  It        Constituiion?    In  article  fifth,  no 

■shall  be   compelled  in  any  criminal  case 

witness  agamst  himself  nor  be  deprived  of  life. 
hberly,  or  property,  wilhont  due  process  of  law." 
11  deprived  of  his  properly  in  this  way,  was  i 
not,  he  asked,  taking  his  property  without  du 
process  of  law  7  If  the  article  of  the  Consiiiu  tioi_ 
meant  anything,  the  bill  proposed  a  violation  of 
It.  Mr,  P.  also  adverted  to  the  novelty,  if  not 
unconsijtulionalily,  of  giving  to  matilime  courts 
jurisdiction  over  occurrences  taking  place  on  the 
land.  He  feared  for  the  consequences  nf  the 
thing,  if  the  law  was  enforced.  Whilst  genile- 
meu  took  measures  professedly  for  defending  our 
rights  on  the  ocean,  he  begged  them  to  take  care 
not  to  destroy  them  on  the  land.  The  bill  was 
to  maintain  our  right  to  sail  without  impediment 
from  either  of  ihe  belligerents ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose thiy  were  about  to  destroy  the  rights  for 
ich  Kfc  bad  even  fought  and  bled.  Thinkinff 
.  i,=  <-.i,  k;„.„if  u„.._^ ^  ,he  amend 


thus,  befell  himself  hound  t 


believe  that  this  bill  was  itecesvary  lo  eBfoieethe 
embargo;  and  if  it  was,  it  was  one  of  tbe  siiong- 
esl  arguments  against  the  embargo  itself. 

Mr.  Babset  observed  that  all  the  arguments  of 
the  gentleman  had  been  directed  against  the  word 
"towards."  .The  striking  out  "  towardi"  aoi 
inserting  ''to,"  would  obviate  his  objecuoni.— 
Qenllemen  talked  ol  arbitrary  measures.  Did 
gentlemen  suppose  that  the  power  here  given  lo 
collectors  was  any  may  as  arbitrary  as  must  eiiii 
in  military  officers  in  case  of  waj-  ?  The  «dvo- 
cates  of  the  embargo  bad  adopted  that  measuie 
at  a  lesser  evil  lo  avoid  war.  Was  ix  arbitrary  le 
keep  produce  at  bomeand  to  compel  those  who 
had  not  the  fear  of  God  before  ibeir  eves  and  love 
of  country  in  iheir  hearts,  to  respect  ibe  laws  of 
their  country?  Surely  not  j  it  was  but  justice. 
Was  not  lh%  design  lo  make  laws  operate  equally, 
both  honorable  and  laudable?  Surely  it  was. 
What  was  so  arbitrary  in  the  bill  7  The  objec- 
tions seemed  so  chaogeable,  so  Proleus-like,  ibal 
they  could  not  be  ascertained.  It  was  altogether 
destrucliveof  republicanism  to  say  that  we  could 
not  enforce  or  support  cur  laws.  Laws  might  be 
partially  evaded  ;  but  they  must  be  rendered  gen- 
erally effectual,  and  that  was  ihe  object  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  EpPES  said  that  if  he  coincided  in  opinioii 
with  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  on  the 
ibject  of  the  bill,  be  should  unquestionably  vote 
^'ainst  it ;  but  he  could  not  believe  that  it  either 
violated  the  ConstitaiioD  or  esiablished  anew 
jurisdiction.  He  was  well  convinced  that  if  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  would  attend  to  our 
revenue  Jaws,  he  would  find  infinitely  greater 
powers  had  been  given  by  them.  In  almost  the 
first  revenue  law  which  had  been  passed  under 
this  Constitution,  importation  by  land  had  been 
wholly  prohibited  ;  and  he  asked  ibe  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  because  it 
proved  that  our  revenue  officers  had  exercised 
jurisdiction  on  land  as  well  as  on  water.  He  ivt.i 
the  70lh  seciion  of  the  ''  act  to  provide  more  ef- 
'fectually  for  the  collection  of.  duies  imposed  by 
'law  on  goods,  watesl^and  merchandise, imported 
'into  the  United  Slates,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
'ships  and  vessels,"  as  follows: 

"  That  no  goods,  nues,  or  merchandise,  of  forciga 
growth  or  manufkctnn,  subject  to  the  payment  of  do- 
tifi,  sball  be  brought  into  the  United  btate*  fram  uy 
foreign  purl  or  place  in  any  other  maimer  than  by  Ma, 
nor  in  any  ship  or  vessel  of  lass  than  thirty  tons  bol- 
d eg,  except  within  the  district  of  LeQiBville,  nor  shall 
be  landad  or  unladen  at  any  other  place  than  is  bj  litis 
act  directed,  undor  the  penally  of  aeiiureaiid  tbrfeitnra 
of  sU  such  vessels,  and  of  the  goods,  warea,  or  mer- 
diandise,  bronght  in,  landed  or  unladen,  in  anj  other 
And  all  goods,  wares,  and  merdundi)*, 
brought  into  the  United  States  by  land,  contrary  to  llua 
act,  shall  be  forfeited,  together  with  the  caniagci, 
*- — :s,  and  otan,  that  sball  be  employed  in  conveying 
lame;  provided  nothing  herein  shall  l>e  coasUnM 
:(cnd  to  household  furniture  and  clothing,  beliuig- 


meni,  though  he  feared  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  ing  to  any  person  or  persons  actually  removmg  into 
lor  he  perceived  that  this  bill  was  jtromptly  to  ">J  p*"  "i  the  United  States,  ibr  the  parpOM  af  be- 
pus  by  an  overwhelming  majority.    He  aid  not  I  (^■mting  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitant*  ther«o£" 
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This  prJDcipIe,  Mr.  Eppes  said,  was  preciself 
the  same  wilh  that  non  proposed.  The  aection 
was  tkot  iMw  in  forcr,  but  olher-piovUioDs  were 
■Dbslitttied  ID  its  plaee.  Mr.  E.  quoted  leverat 
other  pacts  of  laws,  in  wbich  wai  given  to  the 
collectors  a  power  to  search  all  rahs,  boats,  car- 
riages, and  to  Mgp  them  when  suspected,  &c.,  and 
in  which  vessels  going  rrmn  ore  port  to  aoether, 
of  the  same  Stale,  were  eonlpelled  to  lake  eleat- 
aiMts.  or  gire  bond  and  security,  &e.;  and  per- 
sons carrying  property,  even  overland,  were  re- 
quired to  giv^  security.  And  yet,  said  Mr.  E., 
when  we  bow  propose  to.gire  i^e  same  power  in 
the  very  same  words,  we  are  told  thai  we  are 
riolatinc  tlie  Goostilution  sad  dcsiioying  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  !  The  Conatiintion.  he  said, 
had  wisely  provided  that  the  citizen  should  be 
secure  in  tiis  person  and  property.  BlA  if  a  man's 
property  were  lo  be  found  under  such  circum- 
stauces  as  to  authorize  a  belief  that  he  intend^ 
to  riolale  a  law  of  the  United  States,  was  it  an 
infractloa  of  ihe  right  of  ihe  citizen  to  compel 
him. to  give  bond  thpt  he  will  not  1  The  tery. 
gentlemen  thenl^elves  who  rai$$d  this  outcry,  had 
passed  laws  slrooger  than  ibis.  He  was  agauist 
the  amenJinehl  proposed,  because  it  authorized 
DO  seizures  in  soy  situation  in  which  properly 
wouldnot  be  liable  to  seizure  for  infraction  of  the 
present  revenue  laws. 

Mr.  DiNA  could  not  subscribe  to  the  opinion 
of  the  genllemaa  from  Virginia,  that  the  princi- 
ples of  ibis  bill  were  recognised  in  the  revenue 
laws.  He  said  he  would  enter  into  no  ezamiua- 
lion  of  the  question,,  whether  an  embargo,  laid 
indefinitely  without  lioiitaiioii  of  time,  was  Coik 
stiiutional  or  not  1  But  he  objected  to  ihie  pan 
of  I'ne  bill,  that  it  authorized  the.  officers  of  the 
Unilei)  Slates'  to  seize  property  to  which  the 
United  States  bad  no  claim,  la  every  case  where 
propertv  became  forfeited  in  consequence  of  a 
com  raven  lion  of  the  law,  that  property  might, 
without  violhting  general  principle,  be  seized  by 
ih>  officers  aetiae  for  the  public.  The  act  of  set- 
znre  brings  it  bejore  the  court,  and,  if  hseettained 
to  be  forfeited,  it  is  immediately-  liable  to  conBs- 
cation.  This  was  not  the  case  m  the  present  bill, 
for  the.persou  whose  property  was  seized  was 
permitted  to  have  it  again  on  giving  security  for 
lis  raloe.  The  rery  idea  Of  a  man's  regBining 
his  properly  on  giving  security  was  incompatible 
with  the  seizure  of  goods  as  forfeited.  The  sus- 
picion of  an  intent  to  evade  the  law  could  be  no 
ground  for  seizure.  la  the  case  of  the  revenue 
laws,  the  very  fact  of  goods  being  found  within 
the  lines,  not  having  paid  duty,  was,  ipto  facto, 
evidence  of  their  beiDg  furl'eiied,  transferred  the 
property  to  Ibe  use  of  the  United  Slatet,  and 
made  it  liable  to  seizure.  On  this  ground,  there- 
fore, he  ihoDgbt  th«  part  which  was  moved  to  be 
■tricken  out  was  wholly  unwarranted. 

Hr.  D.  R.  Williams  suggested  a  raodiScation 
of  the  ammdment,  which,  he  believed,  wodld 
ntisfjt  the  fastidiousness  (for  so  be  was  compel- 
led (o  call  it)  of  (he  gentleman  fromConoectloui. 
He  observed  that  it  used  lo  he  penal  for  a  man 
er«  to  move  any  part  of  his  property  altei  sun- 


down, and  yet  he  believed  that  none  of  the  dis- 
Iresshad  been  felt  from  thai  law  which  gentlemen 
seemed  to  apprehend  from  this  law. 

Mr.  LivEHMOHE  thought  this  section,  and,  in- 
deed, the  whole  bill,  coutd  not  be  understood  by 
gentlemen,  or  there  could  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  subject.  The  bill,  indeed,  had 
been  very,  essentially  altered  since  ii  came  from  , 
the  Senate  ;  for,  befare  it  was  amended,  it  con- 
tained a  provision  by  which  a  collector,  who  had 

ly  particular  haired  loany  man,  mighl  go  with 


any  such  provision. 

Mr.  LivERHORE  said  that  the  collector  was  au- 
thorized to  seize  property  when  he  believed  it  in- 
tended for  exportation,  not  confining  the  rlghl  of 
seizure  to  any  particular  limits,  were  itnotfoi 
|be  amandmeni  mode  by  the  House.  If  money 
had  been  accumulated  in  r  bank,  Mr.  L.  said 
that  it  might  have  been  seized  under  a  pretence 
of  a  suspicion  that  it  was  intended  for  exporta- 
tion. And,  as  the  bill  now  stood,  suppose  a  man 
travelling  from  this  place  to  Baltimore,  which  is 
an  ex[>orting  place,  having  with  him  in  bis  car- 
riage  or  vehicle  a  sum  of  money,  it  would  be  la 
the  power  of  any  person  to  seize  it,  saying  thalil 
was  inteaded  for  exportation,  and  keep  il  until  be 
had  been  able  to  procure  security  for  its  retenlioit 
in  ihe  United  Slates.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence if  ibis  power  should  be  tyrannically  exer- 
cised 1  Why,  the  revenue  officer  might  be  sued 
for  damages,  &c.  Mr.  L.  made  some  observations 
on  the  subject  of  the  process  in  this  case,  dee.  He 
cooiidered  this  bill  as  vesting  arbi I rarv  powers  in 
the  Executive,  and  oppressive  to  tae  citizen. 
This,  he  said,  was  the  way  in  which  all  countriea 
had  lost  their  liberties,  by  gradual  B"sumplions 
and  delegations  of  powers.  Rome  had  not  es- 
tablished a  dictatorship  in  a  day;  gradual  ap- 
proaches were  always  made  to  despotism.  He 
said  be  should  vote  against  ihe  ameudmeuE  and 
against  the  bill,  because  he  did  believe,  if  passed, 
tliat  it  would  be  subversive  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  that  tbe  gentleman  from  Ma>- 
sachusesis  must  have  lately  taken  a  trip  lo  the 
island  of  Tribnia,  described  by  Dean  Swift,  and 
received  some  instructions  from  the  artists  who 
were  10  dexterous  in  finding  out  hidden  mean> 
logs  in  words,  for  instance,  that  a  flock  of  gecsa 
signified  a  Senate,  a  buzaaid  a  Prime  Miaiater, 
Aic,  because  he  had  given  meanings  to  the  bill 
which  could  not  be  juslited'  by  the  language  of 
Ihe  bill,  or  fairly  inferred  fhim  it.  Tbe  bill  as 
sent  from  the  Senate,  Mr.  E.  said,  did  not  author^ 
ize  any  sneh  seizure ;  and  he  ask^  the  gentle 
man  from  Massachusetts,  as  a  lawyer,  whether 
any  collector  would  dare  lo  violate  the  Constitti- 
tion  by  attempting  to  search  a  house  without  a 
warrant  ?  The  gentleman  knew  that  he  could 
not ;  that  law  could  not  give  such  a  power.  Tbe 
gentleman  had  told  them  ihal  Roman  liberty  had 
not  been  destroyed  at  once.  If  they  looked  into 
Romati  history  they  would  find  that  Rome  was 
once  saved  by  the  braying  of  an  ass;  that  tbo 
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cackling  of  geeae  once  saied  the  Capitol;  ihat 
(he  conspiracy  of  Calitine  hnd  bean  beirayed  by 
a  woman.  Tbese  vete  remarkable  cirEumslaaces, 
bat  had  no  more  coDnexion  with  tbe  question 
than  the  gencleman's  case  of  the  diciatotship. 
Mr.  E,  said  when  be  saw  geollemen  aupporling 
objections,  like  the  gentleman  from  Conoecticul, 
(Mr.  Pitkin,)  he  could  meet  and  respect  them, 
bn[  when  he  heard  a  gentleman  say  that,  by  the 
bill,  an  officer  could  violate  a  private  saaciuary  ; 
when  he  looked  into  the  law,  and  found  no  such 
provision,  he  could  not  treat  hts  observations  with 
attention. 

Mr.  LivERHOHE  said,  that  the  gentlaman  could 
not  have  und  era  toad  him  as  alluding  to  the  bill 
aa  ii  now  stood,  but  as  it  had  come  from  the. 
Senate.  The  gentleman  had  asked  him,  as  a 
lawyer,  wbeihei  a  man  coold  enier  a  house  with- 
out a  warrant,  and  seize  property  ?  He  could  not, 
bjr  virlue  of  a  law,  and  why  1  Because  the  Con- 
aiitution  would  prevent  him.  But  this  did  not 
lake  aivay  the  improbrietv  of  passing  such  a  law. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  courts  of  justice  had 
became  bo  corcopt,  or  would  display  such  a  vile 
Bubmission  to  any  authority  as  lo  submit  to  carry 
into  effect  a  law  which  was  unronstitutional. 
He  said  that  he  aliributed  no  wrong  inleniion  to 
gentlemen  ;  but  he  conceived  it  possible  that  their 
reelings  might  hide  from  them  the  tiue  construc- 
tion of  thdaw.  He  warned  gentlemen  against 
it.  Qenilemea  might  talk  about  asses  and  geese, 
Tor  he  supposed  the  gentleman  meant  lo  be  severe 
upon  him  ;  if  so,  he  would  retarn  the  compli- 

Mr.  Epfcs  said,  he  had  not  applied  the  obser- 
Tation  to  any  one  ;  if  there  was  ao^  application 
in  tbe  case,  the  gentleman  had  certainly  taken  it 
(o  himself. 

Mr.  LivERHOKB  said,  be  had  expnased  do  opin- 
ioni  but  such  as  were  founded  on  mature  renec- 

After  some  remarks,  in  explanation,  from  Mr. 
Dana, 

The  qaestioa  on  Mr.  Pitkik's  amendment  was 
taken,  and  it  waa  negatived — yeas  41,  nays  51,  aa 
follows : 

TiAs— Eiekiel  Bacon,   Martin   Chittenden,  John 


Francia  Gardner,  Charlea  Ooldiboronsh,  John  Hu 
Robert  JsnkJna,  Joaayh  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  ManoD,  Jotiah  Majten, 
Wilhun  Milnoi,  Jirfin  Montfoaiery,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Qardon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Wilaoa  Oarjp 
NicliolBa,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Jotiah  Quincj,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenneatee,  John  RosieU,  Richard  Stanford, 
Clement  Storei,  Joseph  8lor;,£,eni(B.8turgea,  Pstei 
Swait,  Samnel  Taggait,  John  Tbolapaon,  James  I. 
Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Jesae  Wharton,  David  R. 
Williams,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

N^TS-^Evan  Alexander,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  WiUis 
Alston,  junior,  Joseph  Barker,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  'Hlomaa  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  BulTer,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Georee  W.  Caniphell,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Cloptoii,  Ordiard  Cook,  John  Dawaon,  Joaiah  Deane, 


Jomtph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Pindley,  Me* 
■hack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Haiatei,  James  Holland,  David  Holmea, 
Reuben  Humi^ieys,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Walter  jDne*,John 
Lambert.  Daniel  Montgomery,  junior,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Kelson,  Tfaomaa  Newton,  . 
John  Psrter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsvlvania, 
Matthias  Richard*,  £beneier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smalt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  ^^mith,  John 
Hmith,  John  Taylor,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Robert 
Whitehill,,  Isaac  Wilbour,  and  Alelandei  Wilson. 

Mr,  Stdboes  moved  to  amend  the  last  sectioo 
by  striking  out  il)^  term  of  limitation  of  ibe  law 
ID  the  duration  of  the  embargo,  and  in»rtitt(f  aa 
the  period  to  which  (his  bill  should  expire,  "the 
first  day  of  June  next." 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahfbrll  observed  that  alihough 
he  was  dec Aedly  opposed  (o  this  motion,  he  wish- 
ed it  not  to  be  underEtood  that,  long  before  the 
first  of  June,  he  might  not  be  willing  to  adopt  « 
stronger  measure,  if  no  (Htaege  of  our  eiiuatioa 
took  place. 

T^e  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  words  in  tbe  bill,  to  make  room  for  the 
amendments,  and  lost — yeas  ST,  nays  75,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yiis — Epaphroditas  Champion,  Orehord  Ceok, 
John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  James  Elliot,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Barent  Girdenier,  Fran ds  Gardner,  Cbartea 
Goldaboiough,  John  Harris,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewif,  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiafa 
Masters,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Nosely,  Gnrdoo 
S.  Mumlbrd,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Joaiah  Qdincy, 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Slurffes,  Samnel  Taggsrt, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabet  Upham,  Nicholaa  Van 
Dyke,  and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensaelaer. 

Ntli — Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,' Willi* 
Alston,  junior,  Exefciet  Baeon,  David  Bard,  Jeaepb 
Barker,  Wmiam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedgs,  John 
Blake,'  junior,  Thomas  Blouat,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  Joiepk  Cal- 
houn, George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  CUy,  John 
Clapton,  John  DaHson,  Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph  Deaha, 
Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Epnea,  WiUiam  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghtdaonoan., 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hoister,  James  Holland,  David 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Honsrd,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Dan- 
iel Ilsley,  Richard  M^  Johnson,  Waller  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  junior,  John  Montgomery,  Nichola*  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mor- 
row, Roger  Nelson.  Iliamai  Newbold,  Thoraaa  New- 
ton, Wilson  C.  Nicholo*,  John  Porter,  John  Pngh, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvanis,  John  Rhea  oT  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Malthiaa  Richard*,  Gbeoeaer  8a«var, 
Samuel  Shew,  Denni*  Smelt,  Jobs  Smilie,  Jedediah 
K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  HeniySonthard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Clement  Storer,  Joaeph  Story,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Daniel  C.  Verplant^.  Jeae  WhaHim.  Rob- 
ert WbitebiU,  Isaac  WilboUr,  David  R.  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Rtchaid 
Winn. 

Mr.  Storoeb'b  amendment,  of  course,  fell  with 


"  Aitd  b*  U  JurHur  maettd,  That  this  act,  and  du 
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act  Ufing  ■□  embarga,  ud  the  Iswi  aupplemeotirj  t 
it,  b«  r«peileil  on  Iha  fiiurtb  of  Maich  next." 
Mt.  Cook  moTcd  it>  adjoarD— ayea  26. 

?  said  be  was  not  prepared   (o  a 


that  there 


It  be  a 


u  Be  removed,  evea  if  our  difficuliiea 
remoredj  bat  be  was  ceitaio  ibat, 
waeoever  it  was  removed,  some  other  measure 
must  be  adopted.  .He  moved,  as  ao  amendmeat 
to  Ibe  KODtleman's  motion,  the  rollowiag;  "aod 
'  that,  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March 
'  next,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presideot  of  the 
■  Uailed  Slates  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
'  prisat  10  such  citizeai  of  the  Uoited  Slates  as 
'  shall  apply  for  them  agaitiai  the  oatioos  having 
'  edicts  m  foKe  violatiog  the  lawful  commerce 
'  of  the  United  Slates." 

Mi.  Livehmohe  said,  ti  was  true  thai  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Uoited  States  bad  ibe  power  of  de- 
claring war  i  but  he  did  not  know  thai  they  could 
delegate  the  pov/er  to  the  President  of  the  Uoi- 
ted States.  He  said  he  was  not  curprised  qt  it  j 
for  they  seemed  to  haTe  arrived  at  a  period  when 
ihey  should  chooae  a  Dictator,  and  vest  him  with 
the  power  of  Ufa  and  death. 

Mr.  EfpEb  said  tha^  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  expressed  dearly  bis  idea;  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  vote  on  the  amendment  ot 
Mc.  Stdhoeb,  and  merely  meant  to  eipreiis  bis 
idea  that,  if  the  embargo  tvas  taken  on  at  this 
momeai,  leitets  of  marque  ought  to  be  granted. 
Id  this  opioioD  Mr.  B.  coincided  with  him'  ex- 
actly. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Livekuoiie)  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  Con- 
gress had  not  the  power  to  issue  letters  of  marque 
.and  reprisal.  Who,  then.  $aid  be,  i^  to  sign 
tbemT  Our  Speaker  1  No,  sir;  most  frohahly 
the  Executive,  to  whom  the  gentleman  is  so  len- 
der of  granting  power.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendmejit  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, but  do  not  consider  it  as  pledging  me  to  vole 
for  lbs  whole. section  of  tha  gentleman  from  Con- 
iteciicu  t,  (Mr.  Stdrqeb,)  as  proposed  to  he  amend' 
ed  i  though  I  will  not  say  that  on  the  fourth  of 
Match  it  might' not  be  proper  to  do  so. 
.  Hr.  Bloont  said,  I  rise  to  correct  an  impres- 
■iun  which  seems  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  some 
"enilemen,  that  I  am  desirous  of  going  imrne^ 
aiately  to  war.  1  can  truly  say,  that  no  man  in 
this  House  is  less  desirous  .of  goine  to  war  at  this' 
time  than  I  am.  In  voting  for  the  embargo,  I 
was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  avert  that  evil;  aod 
I  have  and  shall  continue  to  vote  for  its  coniinu- 
BDce,  because  I  still  believe  it  will  avert  it,  if,  in- 
deed, it  be  avertible.  I  introduced  the  amend- 
iDeni  to  (he  anjeodment  now  under  consideration 
to  show  my  opinion  ibal  the  injuries  we  have  re- 
ceived cannot  be  submitted  to.  and  that  if  the 
embargo  is  abandoDed  before  toa<e  injuries  are 
redressed,  we  must  necessarily  resort  to  war.  I 
■hall  vole  for  the  amendment  and  against  the  sec- 
lioQ  as  amended. 

He  then  aibended  his  amendment  by  inserting 
the  words  "and  neutral  rights"  after  the  word 
^  aommerce." 

Mr.  David  R.  Wiu-uhb  said   it  was  very 


easy  to  discover  what  was  ibe  object  of  the 
^enilcman  from  Connecticut — to  call  the  yeas 
and  nays,  on  one  question  or  other,  till  the  empty 
seats  on  his  side  of  the  House  were  filled,  and 
hen  ttiey  would  not  get  the  question.  He 
vas  sorry  that  the  eentleraan  from  North  Caro- 
lina had  made  an  ooject  so  unimportant  as  im- 
portant as  he  did.  He  really  wished  that  he 
would  withdraw  bis  amendment.  Every  con- 
sideraiion  of  policy  was  against  its  being  decided 

night. 

Mr.  STnaoGs  as.<:ured  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolioa  ihRt  he  bad  no  chicanery  in  his  nature; 
his  only  ot^ect  was  to  oblain  a  direct  decision  of 
the  question.  He  disclaimed  the  motive  attribut- 
ed to  him. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokbos  said,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  intended  to  vote  for  his  own  amend- 
t,  be  must  certainly  vote  for  that  of  the  gen- 
an  from  North  Carolina, 
r.  Blooht  wiihdrew  his  amendment,  with  a 
declaration  that,  if  Mr.  STcaoEa'a  amendment 

ereedopled,  he  should  moVe  it  as  a  new  section. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Q,b[iict  in 
favor  of,  and  Mr.  Mjicon  against  the  new  section 
proposed — 

Mr.  Cdlfepeb  moved  to  adjourn — yeas  25, 
nays  68. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Cahpbell  opposed  the  resolution, 
in.  a  speech  of  a  few  minutes. 
.  Mr.  Dana  spoke  about  an  hour  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Macok  spoke  in  reply  for  half  an  hour. 

hir.  Lyon  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amendmeats 
about  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  Smilie  spoke  in  reply  about  the  sane  time. 

Mr.  BtaNtord  moved  to  adjourn — yeas  26. 

Mr.  LivERMOBE  spoke  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sjuilie,  about  twenty 


[abtebb. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  perceive  that  the 
friends  of  the  embargo  are  all  mustered  and  mar- 
afaalled  for  duly  this  night.  They  make  ao  fine 
an  BppearBnce,ibereisnodoubt  of  victory  on  tbeii 
side.  Nevertheless,  I  am  determined  to  rqise  my 
arm  and'  my  voice  asainst  it,  and  in  favor  of  the 
repeal.  I  hope  the  debate  will  be  continued  with 
all  the  temper  aod  impartiality  that  the  import-: 
ance  of  the  subject,  requires.  I  dj  not  wish  to 
(peak  disrespectfully  of  the  measure,hut  must  beg 
toe  indulgence  of  speaking  to  it  wiih  freedom. 

We  are  again  called  upon  for  a  substitute  for 
the  embargo.  There  aie  but  three  ways  to  he 
pursued :  repeal  yout  embargo  laws  in  the  whole, 
repeal  them  in  part,  or  make  war.  The  substi- 
tute I  propoie,  is,  to  repeal  the  embargo  laws  as 
to  those  Powers  who  are  friendly,  and  suffer  your 
vessels  to  arm  on  the  defensive.  This  course  has 
this  pre  eminent  recommendation,  of  avoiding  the 
supposed  submission  on  the  one  hand,  and  tbeca* 
lamitiesand  horrors  of  war,  with  all  itsattendaDt 
miseries  on  the  other. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  that  this  course  will  ena- 
ble us,  in  some  degree,  to  increase  our  commercial 
resources.  Open  trade  with  those  countries  who 
are  friendly  will  lead  to  enterprise  far  more  ex- 
tensire  than  we  can  foresee,  and  far  beyond  our 
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depth.  If  this  course  is  viewed  wiih  calm,  dis- 
passionate, and  sober  ioTealigtlion,  1  yet  hope  it 
will  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Coroinerce  ii  blended  with  our  customs  and 
manoers,  aod  is  oar,  right.  Let  il  not  be  swept 
awafjaDdaChitiesepoUcysubstitnted  in  its  place. 
Because  Great  Britain  and  France  insult  you,  are 
you  to  prohibit  all  intereoarse  vriih  the  rest  of  the 
world  7  Commerce  i»  one  of  the  blessing  which 
flows  from  B  good  goreroinent;  which  opens  Ihe 
way  to  many  other  improvements — to  the  inlro- 
duclioQ  of  arts,  of  industry,  of  al!  the  virtues  and 
sweets  of  ciTii  life.  Can  ittdusiry,  can  wealth, 
can  civilizalion,  inorease  among  the  great  hulk  of 
the  people,  without  commerce?  H  you  repeal 
the  embargo  in  pan.  it  will  open- our  markets,  and 
give  Ihe  merchants  the  use  of  their  capital,  and 
considerably  increase  the  Ktreuglh  of  the  country, 
by  diffusing  the  gold  and  silver  of  Meliro.  It 
will  give  Irl^  to  tlie  operation  of  commerce  and 
all  the  improvemenla  of  agriculture,  and,  above 
all  other  CDDsidera lions,  it  will  give  quiet  and 
iDteraa!  repose. 

The  legal  power  of  government  is  the  guardian 
of  all  privileges  and  rights:  that  guardian  can- 
not be  supported  without  the  respect  and  rever- 
CDce  of  the  people.  Allegiance  is  tied  to  protec- 
tion :  if  you  deprive  the  citizens  of  the  beoeBl  of 
proiecIioD,  you  dissolve  their  allegiaoce. 

One  of  the  greatest  advantages  upon  which 
out  puhlie  welfare  and  strength  particularly  de- 
pend, is  the  union  of  the  Stales,  and  a  spirit  of 
concord.  The  embargo  has  a  strong  and  mani- 
fest  tendency  to  break  the  ties  of  mutual  interest 
which  hind  and  knit  us  together, -and  Co  raise  ani- 
mosities, jealousies,  and  deadly  feuds.  Follow 
not  a  delusion  that  may  lead  to  destrocttoD.  Do 
not  drive  your  citizens  to  madness  by  your  ill- 
timed  measures.     Do  not  quarrel  with  yoursetvci. 

All  classes  of  men  are  subordinate  to  the  great 
laws  of  society — to  ihe  goSd  order,  the  peace  and 
safety  of  ihe  country.  You  must  however  re- 
member, that  your  power  ought  opt  to  be  exer- 
cised lolhe  grievous  ipconvenieocc  and  detriment 
of  the  public.  Despotic  power,  in  matters  of  high 
government  to  Ihe  people,  is  oppression — is  tyr- 
anny— wherever  it  exists.  True  liberty  and  good 
government  are  inseparably  connected.  Anar- 
chy is  not  liberty;  deapolism  is  not  government. 
It  is  in  dispensing  justice — in  protecting  the  rights 
xnd  redressing  the  wrongs  of  the  people — that 
republican  authority  best  appears  to  the  citizen, 
■nd  excites  bis  veneration  and  esteem.  When 
relieved  by  its  care  and  protected  by  its.  power, 
peace  and  security  will  follow. 

The  coercive  and  Chinese  doctrine  of  the  em- 
bargo is  false,  shallow,  and  more  absurd  than  the 
most  pestilent  theories  that  were  ever  engendered 
by  the  confused  imagination  of  man — is  hostile 
to  the  real  interest  of  this  country,  to  national 
mad  individual  prosperity—and  has  become  one 
of  the  greatest  ecourges  this  country  ever  was 
oppressed  with.  It  was  founded  on  erroneous 
principles,  which  is  a  sulScient  reason  for  its  re- 
peal. The  idea  of  coercion  is  the  most  contempt- 
ible idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  man. 


W«  hare  tJie  best  of  experience  to  show  how 
feeble  the  embargo  is.  and  how  inadequate  in 
practice  to  the  great  otyect  of  coercion. 

In  contemplating  on  your  enihargo  and  non- 
intercourse  as  coercive  weapons;  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain  to  extensive  colonies ;  to  Spain  and 
Portugal,  with  Spanish  and  Porlognese  Ameri- 
ca; the  successes  of  the  British. naval  force  over 
every  sea;  the  general  increase  of  their  power 
and  the  extension  of  their  commerce,  are  erenla 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Great  Britain  says  you  shall  not  trade  to  France, 
and  France  says  you  shall  dot  trade  to  Qreat  Brit- 
ain. We  say,  agreed,  and  pawn  our  commerce 
to  fulfil  (he  promise.  This  withdrawing  from  the 
ocean  isacrimioalsurrenderofoor  national  honors 
it  is  in  reality  a  disgraceful, bBse,and  abject  an rren- 
der  of  that. rank  which  we  are  entitled  to  among 
nations.  A  right  to  navigate  the  ocean,  and  open 
our  ports  for  exports,  is  a  sentiment  in  the  heart 
of  every  American — a  law  beyond  anystatate. 

Can  any  man.  Looking  at  human  nature  as  it  is. 
contend  that  jroui  laws  cannot  be  evaded  J  .Will 
you  keep  open  the  door  to  inroads,  lo  clamor^  to 
evasion  of  ine  law,  under  the  false  and  imposing 
color  of  coercion  7  It  olXen  happens  Ibat  one  error 
in  government  begets  another.  If  you  continue 
your  BjTstem,  you  add  error  to  error.  Tour  meas- 
ures will  eive  joy  to  Great  Btitain  and  France ; 
and  your  Tate  election  has  terminated  accordfog 
to  their  views'  and  interests.  Great  Britain  and 
Fiance  will  soon  know  that  we  have  got  noder 
the  same  Administration  for  foor  fears  lo  come, 
thai  have  for  four  years  back  submiited  to  all  the 
insulls,aggressians,and  indignities,  that  ihey  could 
heap  upon  us — an  Administration  that  oficQ  made 
g'reat  .blnsteringa,  but  never  dared  venture  any- 
thing but  proclamations.  Although  1  respect  the 
Executive  aod  his  Administration  for'  their  pure 
intentions  to  preserve  neutrality  and  the  blessings 
of  peace,  1  believe,.insiead  of  building  imaginarf 
castles,  it  would  have  been  more  wise  in  due  sea- 
son to  have  fortified  our  ports  and  harbors,  and 
bnill  heavy  ships  of  war.  Can  we  expect  that 
our  embargoano  non-intercourse  will  be  regarded 
atiy  more  than  our  gunboats  and  paper  tbreaisl 
Can  we  gain  satisfaction  as  lo  any  one  point,  by 
our  system  7  No,  sir.  The  belligerenls  will  ex- 
pect us  to  continue  our  pa  pel-warfare  and  negoti- 
ations, and  in  the  meaotime  encroach  upon  our 
rights,  and  keep  us  from  ihe  ocean,  by  our  snb- 

Lel  gentlemen  say  what  they  will,  no  oratory 
can  persuade  me  that  your  pa>er  war,  your  gun- 
boat war, your  embargo  war,  will  not  be  defeated. 
Repeal  your  embargo  in  whole,  or  in  part,  and 
have  an  armed  commerce.  It  is  my  earnest  wish 
that  tIJa  amendment  should  be  conSrmed  with 
the  most  marked  and  decided  approbation  of  every 
member. 

Are  all  our  advantages  which  may  be  derived 
from  the  export  of  our  produce;  are  all  oor  ad- 
vantages lobe  derived  from  an  increase  of  national 
wealth,  to  be  retarded  by  a  continuance  of  the 
embargo,  and  bv  the  distractions  and  divisions  bf 
party — by  the  blind  seal  and  frenzy  of  prrjndice? 
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Ihix  Bmeadment  free  from  re^enlmeDt  and  agil 
lion.ifDinflueDced  by  prejudices,  nod  unioflncDced 
by  lite  pajsioDaonaccouoi  of  Britiah  a^fressions. 

Il  becomes  ihe  dulf  of  every  member  of  this 
Home  10  unite  [heir  aid  and  assisiance  to  ^ire 
stability  and  seenriif  to  some  system.  It  appears 
to  me  the  middle  couise  is  the  most  wise.  If 
there  is  anTthing  whicb  should  appear  defectiie, 
it  wilt  become,  in 'cODseqnenee,  a  duty  to  poiat 
oat  that  defect,  ao  that  it  may  be  remedied. 

The  rentlemaD  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  CahI-- 
bkll)  tells  us.  "The  embargo  is  the  onlyeScfent 
measure  we  have  tskeri ;  and  if  it  does  not  soon 
aoswer  rhe  purpose,  we  most  hare  war."  He«- 
▼an  forbidi'ihal  tlie  fatal'alteriiBtire  should  he 
decided. in  favor  ofihat  gentleman. or  in  ftror  of 
hit  eratwrgo  !  The  hoBorahle  ^n  tie  man  appears 
to  go  upon-the  idea  that  (here  is  an  unalterable 
eninity  between  Great  .Britain  and  the  United 
Stales ;  which  is  to  suppose  an  eternal  raalic«  in 
tfae  origina)  frame  of  maa,  and  that  there  can  be 
no  such  ibing  as  a  friendly  intercourse  hetweetr 
the  two  nations. 

The  genileman's  position,  iheo;  wilt  bring  os 
ID  war.  Will  you  pluck  the  gilded  feathers  and 
olive  branch  of  peace  from  the  American  eagle, 
-which  may  grip'^  and  pierce  with  her  talons  the 
liberties  of  this  country  7  Before  wise  and  good 
men  draw  the  sword,  they  consider  whether  the 
war  in  which  they  are  going  to  engage  be  practi- 
cable or  necessary,  and  what  they  are  going  to  get. 
We  have  eo  little  to  g«t  and  so  much  to  lose  by  a 
war,  that  nothing  but  the  Ust  necessity  can  induce 
me  lo  abandon  pacific  tnealures,  which  ought  to 
be  the  object  of  this  commercial  and  agricultural 
country.  A  few  years  more  of  tranquillity,  with 
our  variotM  climate  and  rich  soil,  will  renderthe 
United  Slates  the  most  en  vied  spot  in  the  world,  tf 
we  are  not  embai^goed,  and  embargued  to  dcstrue- 

The  belligerents  refuse  to  rescind  their  edicts. 
This  can  be  no  reaioa  for  our  declaring  war,  un- 
less we  have  a  chance,  at,  least,  of  obtaining  by 
war  what  we  demand.  If  we  go  lo  war  against 
(bem  without  any  such  chance,  we  shall  forfeit 
all  pretence  to  the  character  of  being  a  wise  and 
cautiotK  people.  I  will  go  ae  Tas  as  any  member 
■a  defensive  measures^  and  prepamion  to  meet 
futare  event*.  I  hold  it  a  mubu  maxim,  in  times 
like  the  preaect,  to  be  prepared  for  wur. 

If  yon  KO  to  war  with  both  belligeTenta,thecot- 
liaion  will  be  with  Qreai  Britain ;  and  the  coiue- 
quence  will  be,  that  Fraace  end  America  will 
be  united  ia  the  same  objeet.  Although  this 
Gh>TcmmeQt  and  nation  may  not  intend  ii,  such 
will  be  the  eHniual  operation.  The  Emperor  of 
France  has  alivaya  desiroyerf  his  best  friends.  If 
yon  associate  with  France,  ihisRepublicia pawned 
to  French-ill Huence.  If  evec  ouruDthinkinepol' 
icy — the  overbearing  power  of  prejudice  and  pas. 
■ion — shall  produce  that  fatal  consequence,  the 
melancholy  moment  will  be  too  laie  to  l>e  per- 
ceived and  remedied.  Such  are  my  sentiments. 
I  am  not  afraid  to  avow  them  in  the  presence  of 
10th  Goir.  Sd  Se»s.— 38 


the  nation,  who,  T  am  proud  to  say,  is  not  poisoned 
by  the  stream  of  French  perfidy,  whose  friendship 
touches  only  to  blight  and  deslroy  every  Gov- 

[Mr.MiaTERsproceededlo  show  that  the  object 
ofihe  Kmperor  oi  France  was  universal  conquest, 
and  how  lie  obtained  his  power  in  the  French 
revolution,. in  order  to  prove  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences of  an  association;  when 

The  Speaker  remarked  that  the  question  was 
not  war,and  deelared  his)  outof  order.    To  which 

Mr.  Mastuis  replied,  if  he  could  not  have  hia 
own. way  in  the  debate,  Mr.  Speaker  might  de- 
cide the  question  before  the  House  himself,  and 
he  should  not  appeal  from  the  decision.] 

Mr.  Elliot  rose  and  commenced  a  speech  in 
favor  of  the  resolution.  Before  be  had  been  speak' 
ing  many  minutes,  he  wm  called  to  order  by  Mr/ 
J.  G.  Jackson. 

The  Speakgb  decided  that  he  was  notin  order. 

Mr,  Gakdbnieb  appealed  from  his  decision, 
which  was  confirmed  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Blliot  proeeed<;d  in  reading  through  the 
doeumeots  communicated  this  session.  He-waa 
repeatedly  called  .10  order,  but  the  Speaker  uni- 
formly decided  that,  if  the  gentleman  chose  to 
make  any  pamphlet  or  book  a  part  of  his  speech, 
keeping  to  the  question,  he  had  a  right  to  do  so. 
He  was  afterward  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker, 
when  giving  an  account  of  his  poIitiesL  li/e,  anti 
Ihe  regret  he  fell  at  some  .votes  which  he  had 
given.  He  concluded  bis  remarks  a  liitle  after 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  .the  amendment,  After  the  Grst  member 
on   the  list   had  answered,  a  member  rising  to 

The  Speaker  observed  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  debate  the  question,  after  the  first  member 
called  had  answered. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  appealed  from  his  decision,  af- 
firming, at  the  same,  lime,  that  the  member  who 
had  answered  was  not  in  bisseat  at  the  time. 

After  some  liitle  allerealion,  the  Speaker's  de- 
cision was  coDfirmed  by  the  House — yeas  99,  itaye 
10,  as  follows: 

Txit — Evan  Alexander,  liemnel  J.  Alston,  Wlllii 
Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Darid  BsTd,  Joseph 
Barksr,  HnrweH  Bu■et^  WilliBm  W.  Bjhb,  WUlism 
BlscUeJ)^,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blannt,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Bojie,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler, 
Joseph  Calboon.  George  W.  Campbrlt,  Epspbroditns 
Champion,  Mmrlio  CUtlcnden,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  John  Culpeper,  Richard  Cults,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  James  dliot,  William  El j, 
John  W.  Ep^BB,  WmiamTindley,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  Frsnltlin,  Thomas  GholBon,  Jan.,  Charles  Golds- 
boraagb,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  Heuter, 
James  Holland,  David  Kolinea,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Renben  Hemphreys,  Daniel  Haley,. John  O.  Jackson, 
Ricbord  JadiBOn,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M,  Johnson, 
Walter  Jonee,  Thomas  Kenan.  Philip  B.  Key,  Willian 
Kirkpatttck,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Wiltiaro  Milnor,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomery, jun.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R,  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan 0.  Uosely,  Onrdon  S.  Hnmfiud,  Roger  Nelani, 
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ThomsB  NewbolJ,  Thoma*  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nich- 
olu,  Timothy  Pilkin,  junior,  John  Porter,  John  Ren 
of  Pennaylvanla,  John  Rhea  of  Tenncseee,  Jacob 
RicharJB,  MstthiBB  RichBrde.  Ebenezer  Seavi^,  Barnuel 
Shtn,  John  Smilie,  Jeilediah  K.  Smith,  John  Siaztb, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henrj  Stxithtid,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Joaeph  Btorr,  Pe- 
ter Bwmrt,  Bei^amin  Toltmsdge,  John  Taylor,  John' 
Tbompaon,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Jamei  I. 
V«n  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  NichoUa  Van  Dyke, 
Daniel  C.  Varplanclc,  Jeaae  Wharton,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Ibuc  Wilbour,  David  R.  Williama,  Alexander 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nira — Barent  Gardonier,  Francis  Gardner,  Jamea 
M>  Gametl,  EdHinGiay,  Joaeph  Lewii,  junior,  Ed- 
ward St.  Loe  Livermarei  Matthew  Lyon,  Joiiah  Quin- 
oj,  John  Randolph,  amj  Lewii  B.  Sturgea. 

The  quetlioQ  was-iben  Gaally  taken  on  Mr. 
Sturqes's  ameodment — y«ai  35,  nays  61,-  as 
follows : 

Tiia — Epaphroditus  Champion,  Marfin  Chitten- 
den, John  Cnlpeper,  SainQel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Barent  GATdo. 
nier,  Francis  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles 
Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  John  ITarria,  Richard  Jack- 
son, Robert  Jenkins.  Philip  B.  Key,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr., 
Bdtraid  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Joaiah 
Maiters,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely.  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior.  Joslah  (Juinqr,  John  Randolph,  John 
Russell,  Jamea  Sloan,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Starges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Banjaniin  Tsltmadge,  Jabez 
Upfaam,  Philip  Van  Cotllandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
and  Killisn  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

NiiB— Evan  Aleiander,  Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  junior,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph 
Barker,  Burwell  Baaaett,  William  W.  Bibb.  William 
Blacktedge,  John  Blake,  junlw,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  IJrown,  WiUiam  Boiler,  Jo- 
seph  Calhoun.  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutts,  Joaish  Deane,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findtey,  James  Fisk, 
Meshacb  Franklm,  Thomas  Gholaon,  junior.  Ilaiab  L. 
Green,  John  Heister,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  IMey, 
John  G.  jRckson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpalrick,  John  Lambert, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Daniel  Montgome- 
ry, janior,  John  Montgomery,-  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thoaaa  Moore,  Jeremifth  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gur- 
don  9.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thamaa  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newtnn,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Pijrter, 
John  Bea  of  Pennaylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiKe,  Jedediab  K.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,Henry  Southard,. Richard  Stan- 
lord,  Clement  Storer,  Joseph  Story,  Peter  Swart,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup.  Jamee  I. 
Van  Alen,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Rob- 
ert Wbitehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R.  WUIiams, 
Aleiander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  bill's  going  lo  a 
tbir-d  reading— 

'  Mr.  STDROca  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  iswjtb  ei- 
ir«me  ttgtel  (hat  1  rise  ID  trouble  Ihe  House  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  night.  Qenilemen  trill  bear 
me  witness  that  I  rarely  take  ap  the  lime  upon 
■iibjects  which  come  under  our  co  aside  ration. 


Sir,  I  atn  willing,  generally,  to  ail  silent,  and  bear 
those  who  are  iti  the  habit  of  discussing  q«es- 
tions;  and  my  principal  ambition  as  a.member 
of'  this  House,  is,  to  give  a  correct  TOle. 

or  so  interesting  a  nature,  however,  in  my  ap- 
preheosibn,  are  many  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  as  respects  the  civil  rights  of  the  citizen,  that 
I  feel  it  my  duly  to  slate  my  abjections  before  it 
passes,  an^  I  also  know  this  is  the  case  with  sev- 
eral of  my  friends.  Sir,  owing  to  a  decision  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole, 
when  this  bill  was  before  ibal  Committee,  we 
have  had  no  opportnnity  to  do  this.  I  do,  with 
the  most  perfect  sin'centy,  assure  gentlemen  of 
the  ma^orily— if  I  know  ray  own  heart  and  the 
disposition  of  my  friends — there  is  no  desire  to 
proiraci  this  debate  unreasonablv,  or  to  keep  gen- 
tlemen here  to  an  unseasonable  bour  of  the  night. 
1  hope  we  shall  be  indulged  with  another  day 
before  the  Gnal  rote  is  taken.  I,  theretore,  move 
that  the  House  now  adjourn,  and  call  for  ibe 
yeas  and  nays  upon  tbtsquestioo. 

The  yeas  and  OBys  were  accordingly  taken,  and 
iu  was  decided  in  the  negatire — yeas  35,  nays  79, 
as  follows:. 

Yxis — Evan  Alexander,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John'  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  James  £lIiot,  William  Ely, 
Francis  Gan3ner,  Chatlea  GoJdsborough.  Edwin  Gray, 
John  Harris,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Joaeph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St  T.<oe  Lifer- 
more,  Matthew  Iiyon,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  John  Russell,  James  Sloan,  Richard  Stan- 
ford. WilliaatStedman,  Lewis  S.Sturges,  Peter  Swart, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Tbomj 
son,  Jabez  Uphsm,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  and 
Van  Renssdaer. 

Niia — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alsloti,  juD.,  Eaa- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweU  Bas- 
sett.  WiUiun  W.  Bibb,  William  BlackUd««^  John 
Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Bloapt,  Adam  Bojd,  Jolm 
Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Geoi^e  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  Jaba 
Clopton.  Richard  Cutts,  Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha, 


Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  HeU 
ter,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  G.  Jackaon, 
Richard  M.  Juhnsoa,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan, 
WiUiam  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Daniel  Montgomary, 
junior,  John  Moatgomeij,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  B.  Mnniford,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  NewboJd,  Thomas  NswIod,  Wi]«»i 
C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pentisylvnia, 
John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias 
Richards,  Bbenezor  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Sni- 


M.  Troup.  James  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Whsrton,  Robert  White- 
bill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R.  Williama,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  former  quesIloD  again  having'  been  staled 
by  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Stobqes  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 


'E 
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Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  and  Irusi  ii  will  never 
be  recorded  opon  ihe  io'UTDals  of  this  House  ihat 
permissioQ  t*  sraDted  to  read  this,  bill  a  third 
tiniF.  Sir,  if  taU  bill  shall  pass  into  a.Uw,  your 
Gossiiag  trade  will  tberebf  be  rendered  worthless. 
If  tbe  powers  and  ^lulboriiies  proposed  by  this 
bill  lo  be  rested  ia  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Slates  aad  the- col  lectors,  shall  be  rested  io  them, 
your  couCiDg  trade  will  not  only  be  readeied 
Vorlhlesi,  bin  will,  to  all  probabitity,  be  entirely 
desirored.  If  this  bill  shall  pa^s,  your  Coasliiu- 
tioD  w'ill  .thereby  be  violated.  If  it  shall  go  into 
operation,  aecordin{(  to  its  letter  and  spirit,  the 
.ciril  liberCie*  of  this  people  will  be  prostrated ; 
the  chaitis  of  slavery  will  be  ri*etted  upon  then, 
go  far  as  Ihe  enacling  of  bills^  Bod  an  attempt  lo 
execute  those  of  such  a  character,  can  produce 
those  effects.    . 

At  this  late  hoar,  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
by  rsadiog  to  them,  at  large,  the  rerv  ohjeciioDa- 
blesectioas  of  ihis  bill,  1  shall  eadeavor,  faith- 
fully, to  present  a  correct  t-mnniHry  of  them,  so 
far  as  it  is  necessary  for  the  argument  I  propose 
to  offer ;  and  if  I  am  incorrect..!  hope  gentlemen 
will  point 


'.  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  sections 
i,  will  not  only  render  the  coaiiine 
trade- not  worth  plirsuing,  but  will  totally 


I  say,  s<r  th 
f  this  bill,  1. 


late  it.'  What  is  the  purport  of  them?  The  sec- 
ond and  fourth  iisciions  pronde,  that  do  specie  or 
goods,  wares,  or  nterchaadise,' either  of  domestic 
or  foretga  f  rowth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  shall 
be  put  on  boprd  any  ship,  vessel,  or  hoa.1  of  any 
dAcription  whalerer,  except  by  permission  of  the 
collector,  and  under  the  inspeciioa  of  the  proper 
rerenue  officer ;  nor  then,  unless.*  bond  has  beea 
given  by  the  oivaer,  &c.,  to  the-  amouiit  of  six 
times  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo ;  nor 
then,  in  case  the  collector  shall  think  there  is  an 
iDteDlion  to  evade  the  embargo  laws,  except  dq- 
board  of  vessels  employed  in  bays,  rivers,  soupds, 
•'     -   "efa         ■ 


r  lakes ;  n 


nnlei 


sefs  of  the  fi 


ir  descriptioi 


President;  nor  theui  if  tbecollectbr  shall  suppose 
ihereis  danger  of  evading  said  laws;  nor  then, 
nntessa  bond  has  been  given  by  the  owner,  &c., 
to  Ihe  amount.of  three  hundred  dollarv  for  each 
ton  of  the  ves«el.  So  that,  these  two  sections 
put  it  in  the  poner  of  the  President  and  collect- 
ors. 10  stop  this  trade  entirely.  Indeed,  in  the, 
last  resort,  it  vests  this  power  solely  in  the  col- 
leclors;  for.  fioaEly,  they  are,  at  their  discrelian, 
lo  say  and  detename.  as  respects  both  description 
of  coasters,  whether  there  is  an  intention  of  evad- 
ing thes«  laws.  But  the  third  section  may,  in 
someofonr  large  seaports,  be  stilt  more  op  pre  »- 
•ive,  This  section  provides,  that  the  owner,  &c,, 
of  any  ship,  vessel,  &.c,,  as  described  io  the  sec- 
ond sectido,  which  may,'Bt  the  time  when  notice 
of  this  act  shall  be  received,  dbc.,  be  laden  in 
whole  or  in- part,  shall,  on  notice  given  by  the 
collector,  either  discharge  such  cargo  within  ten 
days,  or  give  bond  for  the  discharge  of  the  same 
with-in  three  days,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  ihe  ves- 
ael  bnd  cargo;  and  Che  collectors  may  order  Ihe 


discharge  of  such  vessels;  for  the  same  canses, 
they  may  refuse  permission  lo  load  as  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  section.  Sir,  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, there  .are  some  instances  now  in  New 
York  where  rich  end  valuable  carc-oes  are  de- 
posited in  vessels  lying  in  that  port  ior  safe-keep- 
ing, instead  of  putting  them  into  warehouses, and 
that  such  cargoes  and  vessels  are  worih  tS50,OOOL 
If,  according  to  tbci  requirement  of  this  section, 
the  collector  shall  order  such  cargoes  to  be  re- 
landed,  the  boh  d  which  must  be  given  will  amount 
to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  No  merchant 
can  procure  a  bond  to  such  an  amount,  or  if  he 
could,  no  mail  will  ask  his  neighbors  to  lend  his 
name  as  surely  for  such  a  «uai.  A  common 
coaster  of  ninety  tons,  employed  only  in  hays, 
rivers,  &c.,  wilt  be  obliged  to  procure  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  {37,000.  Sir,  these  requisitions 
will  be  intolerably  oppressive  upon  the  merchant. 
If  you  really  mean  to  destroy  the  coasting  trade, 
do'it  directly — say-it  expliciuy — do  not  cHeci,  in 
this  disguised  raaoner,  what  you  know  that  yon 
cannot  consistently  with  the  Consiitmion.  Sir, 
you  cannot,  without  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  people,  prevent  (hem  from 
carrying  their  property  from  one  to  another  part 
of  the  same  Stale,  or  from  one  Stale  (o  aDoiher 
State,  by  water,  any  more  than  you  can  by  land. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  do  consider  the&e  oppressive 
encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  property  as  of 
minor  consideration;  as  notning,  compared  with 
tbe  provisions  of  some  other  sections  of  this  bill. 
I  refer  to  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh.  By  these 
the  collector  shall,  under  such  instructions  and 
regulations  of  the  President  as  he  shall  receive, 
with  iha  aid  of  miliiarv  force,  seize  anj  specie, 
produce,  &c.,  when  he  Baa  reason  to  believe  that 
they  are  intended,  for  exportation,  or  ihey  are  in 
aoy  manner  apparently  on, their  way  towards  the 
territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  the  vicinity 
thereof;  and  .the  collectors  are  also  empowered  to 
bold  and  deisin  (hem,  by  the  same  military  force, 
until  boadssball  he  given  to  land  or  deliver  them 
where  the  collators  shall  direct,  at  any  place 
from  "  wheoee"  ihcre  is  no  danger,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  collector,  of  their  being  exported.  There 
is  no  limitation,  sir,  to  the  most  wanton  exercise 
or  abuse  of  his  discretion.  He  may,  with  mili- 
tary force,  stop  any  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  or  aoy 
other  carriage,  apparently  on  their  way  to  a  fOT- 
I  eign  country,  or  the  vicinity  thereof.  And,  how- 
ever wantoj),  abusive,  or  tortuous,  may  be  his 
conduct  in  the  bxercise  of  this  discretion,  if  a  suit 
be  brought  against  him,  acting  in  pnrsuaoce  of 
hi!>  iostruclions,  he  may  plead  the  general  issue, 
and  give  ibis  act  and  said  instructions  in  evidence, 
as  his  justihcation  and  defence.  And  tbe  only 
remedy  or  relief  the  person  aggrieved  has,  is  to 
petition  the  district  judge,  who  is  lo  hear  and 
adjudge  the  case  summarily,  and  who  may  order 
a  restoration  of  the  properly  upon  cerlain  condi- 
I  tions,  or  if  he  decrees  sgninst  the  petitioner,  the 
I  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  treble  costs.  Sir,  in 
I  my  apprehension,  a  more  hideous  eihibiiion  of 
[military  despotism  was  never  witnessed  in  any 
I  couniiy,  than  will  be  if  these  pioviuons  shall  ba 


.dbyCoo^le 


909 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


H.OFR. 


Enfotving  the  Embargo. 


Jandary,  1809. 


carried  into  operatioD.  The  military  power  in 
airay  agaiosi  the  civil — in  opposiiion  to  the  nsual 
remedy  provided  for  the  Injured  citizen.  The 
collector  is  bouad  to  act  under  such  iaslruciions 
as  he  shall  receive  froiD  the  Piesideat.  Are  these 
iaatructions  to  be  public  or  private?  There  is 
DOthio?  io  the  bill  which  determines  this  quas- 
tioD.  It  is  presomabJe,  as  heretofore,  ihey  are  to 
be  private ;  io  his  packet,  known  only  to  himself. 
Let  me  put  the  question  to  gemlemen.  What 
may  be  the  consequence?  A  cdlector  comes 
witn  or  without  his  raililary  force,  he  shows  no 
Ksriaot,  no  ioitnictions;  he  attempts  to  seize  the 
properly  of  a  citizen  ;  the  citizen  knows  not  whe- 
ihei  the  collector  acts  bjr  virtue  of  authority;  the 
man  whose  propeity  is  thus  attempted  to  be 
seized,  defends;  where  is  the  law  which  would 
condemB  him  for  any  unhappy  consequences 
wliich  might  ensge  for  his  exercjsin^  the  rights 
of  B  freeman,  being  ignorani  whether  the  collec- 
tor has  such  an  authority  or  not  7 

By  the  ninth  section,  the  collector  is  not  to  per- 
mit articles,  which  he  shall  seize,  to  be  removed 
UDlil  bond  with  suflicient  security  shall  be  given 
for  the  landing  or  delivery  of  the  same  in  some 
place  in  the  States,  whence,  in  the  opinion  of  (he 
crilector,  there  arhBll  be  no  danger  of  their  being 
eiported.  By  this  section  an  owner  of  property 
may  he  obliged  to  remove  hia  properly  fifty  miles, 
or  any  other  distance,  as  the  collector  shall  direct, 
from  a  seaport  into  the  interior.-  A  person  who 
has,  for  instance,  a  thousand  buahel;  of  wheal  i 
■all  lying  in  Kew  York,  may  be  obliged  ton 
move  them  to  Albany. 

For  all  these  acts  of  the  collector,  h'owev< 
wanton  and  vexatious,  I  have  said  the  collect! 
it  IO  he  completely  juslifie'd.  The  tenth  section 
provides  that,  if  the  collector  is  sued,  he 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  net  am 
■Uuctions,  Ac,  of  the  President,  in  evidence  for 
bis  justiffcation  and  defence.  When  I  first  read 
this  clause,  although  this  phraseology  is  peeuliai 
to  this'bill,  I  was  inclined  to  believe  it  meant 
nothing  more  than  to  save  the  collector  the  neces- 
sity of  pleading  specially.  But,  sir,  the  provision 
that  the  aggrieved  cornplaining  party  may  peli- 
lioo  the  district  judge,  convinces  me  that  the  fair 
eonstruetion  of  It  it,  that  the  plaintiff  is  not,  u 
any  circumelances,  however  aggravated,  to  take 
anything  by  bis  suit.  This  opinion  is  confirmed 
by  adverting  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  ibi 
Treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  o 
the  Senate,  which  letter  was  the  foundation  o 
this  bill.  The  Secretary  says  "vexatious  suit 
'are  brought  against  collectors,  which  not  only 
'  perplex  faithful  officers,  but  have  the  effect  of 
'intimidating  otheri,  and  prevent  energetic  per- 
*  formances  of  their  Wuiies.  The  only  prDvisioo! 
'  which  have  occurred  to  me  on  that  subject  arc 
'  to  enable  the  collectors  who  may  be  sued,  always 
'  to  remove  the  cause  before  a  court  of  the  United 
'  Suies."  &c.  The  fact  then,  is,  the  citizen  is 
be  deprived'  of  bis  remedy  before  a  court  a 
jury  of  his  State  against  a  colleclor,  howei 
wantonly  he  may  abuse  his  authority.  Sir,  thi.  . 
iiuiriictioBs  from  the  President,  which  are  to 


lil  (hecolleclDrs,efBentialIy  amouniloa  power 
the  President  to  dispense  with  the  laws  and 
the  regular  admin Islration  of  justice  in  the  re- 
spective States.  Yon  cannot,  without  a  violation 
of  the  Cotistilution  of  the  United  States,  deprive 
the-  citizen  of  his  remedy  before  a  court  and  jarv 
of  his  State  against  a  collector  or  aoy'oiher  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States,  any  more  than  you  caa 
azainsi  any  other  private  citizen.  If  he  brings 
bis  action  of  trespass  or  trover  against  a  collec- 
tor, the  defendant  mustbe  answerable  in  damages, 
unless  he  can  phow  probable  cause.  It  will  be 
the  right  and  duty  or  the  State  courts  to  disre- 

Krd  this  pri^vision  of  your  bill.  Even  in  Eng- 
id,  sir,  (whose  Oovernraenl  gentlemen  are  so 
much  in  the  habit  of  execrating,)  the  principle  is 
the  same.  For  several  centuries  no  such  dis- 
pen^ins  power  has  been  recognised  to  be  vested 
in  the  King.  There,  ako,  a  revenue  officer  iiu 
much  liable  to  a  person  aggrieved  as  any  private 
man,  unless  he  can  show,  probable  cause  for  the 
seiziHe, 

Sir,  these  seizures  in  carts,  wagons,  sleighs,  or 
any  other  carriage,  without  warrant  and  without 
bemg  obliged  to  show  probable  cause,  and  with- 
out oath  or  affirmation,  are  expressly  contrary  to 
the  fourth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitulion,  which  says:  ."The  right  of  the  people 
'  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and 
'  effects,  against  unreasonable  searched  and  sei- 
'  zures,  shall  oot'be  violated;  and  bo  warrant  shall 
'issue,  but  upon  probable  caase,  supported  by 
'  oath  or  affirmation,  ftnd  particularly  describing 
'  the  place  to  be  searched  aod  the  persons  or  things 
'  (o  be  seized."  Again,  »ir,  this  bill  will  be  un- 
cODs-tituiional,  in  that  it  KUthoriies  the  employ- 
ment of  the  militia  and  other  military  fbrce,  by 
the  President  and  his  subordinate  agents,  before 
any  irisurreclion  or  opposition  to  law  has  taken 
place.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  thi« 
Government  to  attempt,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
execute  laws,  except  through  the  mild  medium  of 
the  civil  power. 

The  first  article,  eighth  section,  and  foirteenth 
paragraph  of  the  Consiituiion  of  the  United 
Stales,  provides,  that  '■  Congress  may  prorida  by 
'  law  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
'  laws  of  the.  Union,  suppress  iosurrections,  and 
'  repel  invasions."  In  Conformity  to  the  meaning 
and  spirit  of  this  provision,  il  is  enacted  by  a  law 
of  the  United  Slates,  passed  the  SSih  February, 
1796,  that  wherever  an  oppositioti  to  your  laws 
cannot  be  suppressed"  by  the  ordinary  course  of 

t'lisiiee,  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the  marshals 
y  that-  act,  then,  and  then  only,  thf  Pretident 
may  call  forth  the  militia  for  that  pftrpose, 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  hold  to  say,  Ibis  bill  cannot 
be  executed.  1  pray  I  may  not  be  misunderstood 
in  this  remark.  Do  I  mean,  sir,  that  there  will 
be  insurrections?  No,  sir,  I  iiusl  and  hope  Dot. 
Sir,  I  shall  conceive  it  my  duty  to  be  one  of  the 
first  to  discountenance  and  discourage  them.  Tlie 
opposition  to  this  bill  will  be  peaceable,  and, from 
its  being  peaceable,  it  will  he  irresistible-  The 
public  opinion  will  be  against  It,  and  you  cannot 
execataa  statute  iaa  free  eoauiry  where  the  pub- 
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lie  opinion  is  a^ipat- it.  It  his  been  olteii  said, 
that  tbis  is  a  strong  QoTerameDl.  I  hope,  air,, 
there  is  BuffieiEDt  strength  in  (bji  Qovernmept  to 
«arry  into  exucutioD  all  CoDsticutiodal  laws.  But, 
air,  upon  what  doea  the  nreogth  of  this  Gotera- 
mcDi  depend?  It  comists  in  ttie  good  opinion, 
ilie  atikchmeoi,  and  affections  of  the  people;  and 
note,  sir,  what  I  say,  it  will  be  a  delicate  eipari- 
nent  to  trf'  its  ilrenglh  in  any  other  way. 

I  challesge  a  iusiiSoation  of  the  pnociples  of 
this  bill  from  its  iWends.  There  ii  Dotbing  limi' 
lar  in  yogr  rerenae  laws,  whioh  the  honorable 

Setttlentan  froni  Virginia  (Mr,  Eppes)  read  to- 
ay.  I  have  not  had  time  since  to  look  at  them, 
tiui  my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Dana)  has  sat- 
asfuciorily,  to  my  mind,  answered  the  obserra- 
tions  of  that  geniteraaa.  Sir;  I  shall  detain  the 
Hduie  no-longer.  1  dohope  and  triiai  that  (here 
is  anffioient  rirtae  aad  patriotism  to  prerent  -the 
paaaage  of  this  bill.  If  I  should  be  disappointed, 
aiDd  it  ahould  go  into  operation,  according  to  my 
■pptehen^oDs,  it  wiJt  he  in  vain  hereafier  to  talk 
.  of  ciTJl  liberty. 

Mr.  Sloan. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  my  uniform 
eonduct,  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  this 
HoiJse,  will  exonerate  ma  froip  the  charge  of  tak- 
ing up  lime  unnecessarily,  for  Oie  purpose  of 
makiae  long^peeches.  No,  Mr.  Speaker ;  I  have 
bnvtofore  been,  and  still  am,  governed  by  a  aeitse 
■  of  daiy,  and  nathiog'sbori  of  an  imperioaa  sense 
of  dniy  could  induce  me  to  ri*e«t  this  late  hour 
to  express,  in  a  £ew  words,  my  abhorrence  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill  ander  consideratioo,  which  it 
laeTident  a  majority  of  tbia  Houae  ate  deiermin- 
•d'lo'pass  before  they  adjonrb.  So  imperious  is 
niy  pteaent  spnse  of  duty,  that  net  eTen  the  charge 
(01  being  "an  old  tory,"— a  refogee— a  British 
fcgeni — or  under  '^  the  infiuonee  of  British  gold," 
[aUuding  to  a  declaration  of  Mr.  SHtLtB's,  that 
ihe  opposers  of  the  embargo  lewa  were  compos- 
ed of  such  chaT^etera,]  can  deter  me  from  oppo^- 
Jng  this  bill,wbiah  I  consider  as  aiming  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  liberty  of  my  coanlry.  and  (he  inhe- 
raot  Bi^d  inalienable  rights  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
'which  I  im  determined  to  support,  not  only  on 
this  floor,  but  in  all  plates,  eren  to  my  latest 
'fercatb.  Before  1  proceed  further,  I  think  it  taj 
duty  to  say  that  I  trust  there  bjv  not  two  mem* 
hen  within  these  walls  capable  of  such  langnage, 
or  making  so  indiscriminate  or  unjust  a  eharge 
aa  the  use  before  mentiaoed,  but  that,  with  a  sin- 
gle exception,  I  conaidet  myself  anrrounded  by 
gentlemen  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  few  days*  delay  in  oalltDs  op 
tb>3  bill  produced  in  my  mind  a  comfortable  Hope 
that  ita  ad Tocaies  would  hare  permitted  it  to  per- 
iah  in  its  embtyon  sate,  from  «  conTiotion  thai 
it  is  not  only  amphibious,  but-must,  if  brnUght  to 
l-ife  end  railed  to  fnatuiity,  be  a  monzrel,  unnat- 
Bial  monster,  boasting  iiselfof  beinir  tneoQspriag 
oS  liberty,  whereas  its  nature  and  effect  is  entirely 
despotic  an^  tyrannical.  (  cannot  belter  express 
iMy  detestation  of  the  bill  under  consideration 
•ban  by  citing  the  tangnage  of  a  member  in  the 
tainority,  (Mr.  LiTinanTOK.)  when,  under  a  for- 
mer Adouaiatratimi,  the  alien  laW  was  pasaad' 


he  declared  that  the  mode  of  deciding  the  nilt 
or  innocence  of  an  accused  person  by  ordeal  or 
battle,  practised  formerly  by  those  nations  which 
we  term  tyrannical  and  narfaaroua,  compared  with 
that  law,  was  humane  and  just.  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  law,  compared  with  ihe  present  bill  under 
dousideratiaa,  was,  in  my  opinion,  humane  and 
just;  and,  in  ita  probable  effects  upon  the  peoi^e 
of  the  United  Slates,  not  more  in  comparison 
than  a  drop  to.  Ihe  ocean.  That  law  the  Presi- 
dent was  under  no  obligation  to  execute ;  nor 
have  I  ever  heard  of  its  being  exeenied  in  a  ein- 
gte  instance.  This  bill,  if  passed  inIo*a  law,  and 
the  embargo-is  ooiltinued,!  coneeive-the  Presi- 
dent will  consider  it  his  dutyto  enforce,  in  which 
Case,  our  boasted  civil  liberty  will  beval  an  end. 
and  a  military  despotism  be  raised  upon  its  ruina! 


tress  and  sufferings  of  tbe  people,  to  pass  a  lav 
to  silence  their  complaints  with  sharp  pointed 
bayonets,  and  these  under  the  direction  of  evens 
deputy  collector,  to  whom  a  latitude  as  wide  at 
his  own  opinion  ia  given. 

The  introduction  of  this  bill,  and  the  dreadful 
apprehension  of  its  being  passed  Into  a  law,  aad 
rigorously  enjoined,  hasbronght  me,  by  antioipa- 
lion,  into  a  state  similar  to  one  in  days  of  oM, 
(Jeremiah)  who,  when  mourningfor  the  deplor- 
able, situation  to  which  the  folly  of  his  people  had 
reduced  themselves,  sought  for  some  case  similar, 
whereby  he  might  comfort  them.  For  a  case 
similar  to  the  present,  in  modern  hialory,  I  bare 
sought  iA  rain;  howbeit,  in  ancient  history^  10th 
chapter  of  tbe  Sd  book  of  Cbronieles,  1  find  a 
ease  so  perfectly  applicable,  as.  in  my  opinion,  to 
merit  the  serious  atteDtioii  of  this  House.  There 
we  find  reeortled  that  the  children  of  Israel,  eoB- 
ceiring  themselves  aggrieved  bf  the  heavy  but- 
dens-laid  on  them  by  Solomon  in  his  latter  daya, 
applied  to  his  son  to  ease  them,  in  whioh  case 
they  would  serve  him.  This  his  old  experienced 
connseltorsailvised  him  to  do;  but  those  who  were 
young  and  inexperienced  advised  him  to  answer 
them  rou^ly,  whose  counsel  he  followed,  re tutn- 
ing  for  answer,  tbat  bis  little  flaeer  sh^ld  be 
thicker  than  his  father's  loins;  and  whereas  his 
father  had  chastised  them  with  whips,  he  would 
chastise  them  with  soornions.  Last  session  We  . 
passed  laws  which  have  become  top  grievoos  for 
the  people  to  bear;  tbey  have  petitioned,  and  ate 
anxiously  looking  to  this  session  10  remove  that 
grievpus  burden  j  but,  instead  thereof,  the  bill 
about  to  be  passed  contemplates  laying  it  heavier 
on.  The  application  is  too  plain  to  need  any 
elueidailon,  further  than  to  remind  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  that  tike  eanses  ever  hare,  and  conse- 
quently ever  will,  produce  like  effecta  I 

Mr.  LiVEBHOBE  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with 
extreme  retuetance  that  I  rite  to  make  any  obsn- 
vaiions  at  this  late,  or  rather  early  hour,  [two 
D'clDek,'a.  m.]  and  it  is  at  all  times  a  most  un- 
pleasaat  under [aking  to  make  an  address  to  tbote 
who  appear  to  have  prejudged  the  cailse.  But 
such  ia  the  tmporiance  of  the  occasion,  and  taeh 
the  eztNordinary.natare  of  the  hilt  aboat  to  ha 
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passed,  [hat  I  am  not  &c  liberCy  to  sit'siill.  It  is 
my  iodispensable  duty  to  expose  its  eDormiiies, 
and  Eume  of  ibe  fatal  eoospquences  wbich  must 
result  to  Dur  country,  should  it  become  a  law. 
As  I  wish  tiot  uDQecessarily  to  detain  Ibe  Hoose, 
aod  am  desirous  of  a.  patient  and  candid  bearing. 
1  shall  eadesTor  to  condease  my  argument,  aact 
coDsume  as  little  time  as  tLe  nature  pf  (he  case 
will  admit. 

It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  conBtitueots,  to  tbe 
part  of  the  coonlry  I  represent,  lo  tbe  CoDrlitu- 
tion.  and  cifil  liberty,  to  oppose  ibe  passag*  of 
this  bill,  and  declare  its  enormities. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  possets  more  patriotism,  or 
a  greater  lore  for  mjT  country  than  other  genlle- 
tnen;  but  at  least  I  ibiok  I  may  safely  contend 
to  hare  as  much  as  ibose  ^enilemeD  who  have 
declared  (hat  this  bill  conlaius  no  despotic  or  ud- 
coDsiitutiooal  principles ;  nor  contained  such,  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate,  and  before  it  was  amended. 

Gentlemen  bav^  seemed  alarmed  at  perceiving 
the  despotic:  principles  contained  in  this  bill  op- 
posed from  Ibe  quarter  whence  tbo  opposition 
came.  Upon  another  occasion,  an  honorable  aen- 
lleman  declared  it  was  "a  miracle,"and  ibat  "he 
was  almost  persuaded  to  become  a  Christian. " 

fiui  it  is  not  by  declarations  lifce  these,  nor  by 
angry  inreeiiTes  against  any  men,  that  we  wish 
or  expect  to  prevail,  but  by  cool  abd  dispassion- 
ate argument,  addressed  (o  the  reason  and  under- 
aiaadioga  of  gentlemen,  and  by  pointing  out  (he 
evils  attendant  upon  measures,  that  we  expect  to 
arertthem. 

I  agree  that  it  is  hish  lime  the  people  of  the 
United  States  Explicitly  koew  what  is  to  be  their 
fate,  and  wtiat  they  are  to  expect  from  Congress 
at  their  present  session.-  Is  the  embargo  lo  be 
coniJDaed  7  la  the  Chinese,  or  Terrapin  system, 
as  it  iaealled,  to  be  enforced  1  And  is  commerce 
to  be  destroyed  and  wholly  given  up?  The  bill. 
now  under  consideration,  if  it  passes  into  a  law, 
will  establish  the  fact  beyond  all  controversy.  It 
is  io  effectual  in  its  provisions,  every  avenue  is  so 
completely  guarded,  that  if  it  can  be  obeyed  and 
carried  into  effect  in  the  manner  contemplated, 
no  man  can  ever  leave  tbe  United  States  and  re- 
turn into  it  again  with  any  degree  of  safety,  and 
we  should  be-in  a  short  time,  as  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  completely  isolated.  Kven  (be  domestic 
commerce  of  the  United  States  is  laid  under  such 
restraints  and  embarTassmeniSjUsomuch  depend- 
ent on  the  will  of  a  dictator,  or  those  whom  be 
may  appoint  to  distribute  his  favors  ihat  none  but 
favorites  can,  with  any  degree  of  convenience, 
continue  ii)  its  prosecution. 

In  order  that  this  system  maybe  established 
and  enforced  beyond  all  possibility  of  evasion, 
the  most  arbitrary,  despotic  powers,  are  confided 
to  tbe  dictator,  that  can  well  be  given,  except  as 
to  corporal  punishment.  Private  rights  -are  lo  be 
disregarded,  private  property  iovaded,  the  Con- 
■tilution  is  lo  be  prostrated,  and  liberty  annihi- 
lated 1  These  are  very  serious  considerations,  and 
lead  to  a  variety  of  inquiries.  Let  us  analyze 
this  bill,  and  understand  its  true  import  and  sig- 
oiflca(ion;aDd  llteiiconsiiter  whether  we  are  pie- 


pated  to  pass  it;  whether  we  are  ready  lo  sacrifice 
all  we  hold  dear  in  society  to  gratify  a  vain  de- 
sire of  obtaining  an  object,  io  which  we  have  no 
rational  prospeiit  of  success;  and  from  which, 
after  another  twelvemonth's  labor  and  suffering!, 
we  shall  be  as  distant  as  when, we  beean." 

Upon  examining  the  first  section  of  this  bill,  it 
will  be  found  that  no  properly  whatever  can  be 
transported  out  of  the  United  States,  either  by  sea 
or  land,  of  the  most  t(ifling  value,  without  sub- 
jecting the  owner  to  heavy  penalties.  The  clotb> 
ing  in  his  trunk  or  poripanteau,  or  the  money  in 
his  purse,  to  defray  his  expenses,  would  subject 
him  to  prosecution.  Even  the  intention  is  made 
criminal,  and  a  man  is  liable  to  suffer  for  an  is- 
choale  act.  Thi*  system  puts  an  end  to  all  for- 
eign commerce,  or  at.  least  suspends  it  for  an  un- 
limited time,  which  amounts  to  tbe  same  thing. 
For,  if  nothing  can  be  carried  out,  it  follow*  (hat 
Boihiog  cqn  be  brought  in  ;  as  we  cannot  ration- 
ally suppose  thaX  foreigners  will  bring  us  their 
produce  gratis.  Here  let  us  pause,  and  inqniie 
whether  Congress  have  the  auihoriiy  lo  act  thns. 
The  physical  power  they  maf  have,  but  the  legit- 
imate right  is  of  a  very  different  nature.  As  I 
cannot  find  the  power  delegated  by  the  Consti- 
tution, I  am  disposed  to  deny  the  auihorily.  It  is 
a  fundamental  axiom  of  tiie  Oovernmeni  of  onr 
country,  that  all  power  isderivative,  and  alone 
proceeds  Itom  tUe  people,  and  what  they  have  not 
given,  either  expressly  or  by  necessary  implica- 
tion, as  expressive  of  their  wili  and  intention,  is 
retained  by  them.'  This  principle  is  expressly 
recognised  and  established  by  ihe  ninth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments  uf  the  Constilution. 

I  was  proceeding  last  evening  ^nhen  [  waa  in- 
terrupted for  want  of  a  quorum)  in  an  argument 
against  the  auihorily  contended  for^  and  will  not 
now  detain  the  House  by  a  repetition  of  what  1 
then  advanced.  [Mr.~L.'8  argument  upon  that  oc- 
casion is  here  inserted.]  It  has  already  been  slated 
by  an  honorable  member,  thai  the  origin  of  the  Fed- 
eralConstitution  was  commerce^our  rtlatioos  with 
foreign  nations,  or  the  rights  of  making  war  and 
peace,  and  treaties,  and  the  debts  of  the  United 
^tatesj  and  revenue;  it  might  (k  added,  the  rela- 
tion of  each  State  with  tbp  others.  And  theCiOT-  . 
ernmeni  was  accordingly  made,  orintended  to  be, 
a  federative  government,  and  not  a  cqasolidated 
one,  by  vesting  all  legislative  powers  in  the  gOT- 
ernment  of  the  Union.  There  is  not  a  line  or 
sentence  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  m&nifests  an  intention  of  giving  anyotfaer 
powers  ihan  those  necessary  for  effectuating  the 
objects  I  have  mentioned. 

The  letter  of  the  17ih  September,  1787,  signed 
by  General  Washinoton,  as  President  of  ibe 
Convention,  is  undeniable  proof  of  this  fact.  He 
says:  "  The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen 
'  and  desired  thai  tbe  power  of  making  war,  nod 
'  ^KBce,  and  treaties ;  that  of  levying  money  and 
'  regulating  commerce,  and  correspooilent  ezeea- 
<  tive  and  judicial  authorities,  should  be  fully  and 
'  effectually  vested  io  the  General  Government  of 
'  the  Union"— and  Ihe  Federal  ConstiiutioD  was 
made  in  conformity  lo  these  principles.      The 
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eighth  section  of  ihat  instrament  designateg 
powers  of  Coa^reas,  and  the  third  artiela  gives 
them  an  anthority  "to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  seTenl  Slates, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  The  wveoteenth 
article  of  the  same.secjroa  gives  the  power  of 
makuig  laws  necessarjr  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execuiion  this  power,  and'-ihe  other  powers 
giten  ID  thai  section,  and  other  powers  veiled  in 
the  aorernment  of  the  United  Statea.  These 
are  all  the  powers  VeKtsfi  in  Congress  by  the  Con- 
ititDttoQ  relaiif  e  to  cominerce.  ' 


no  man  can  pOKsibJy  conceive  that  (he  people, 
wheal  delegating'  the  power  to  Con^r«A  ot  regu- 
lating commerce  wiio.  foreizn  nations,  contem- 
plated  a  slBte  of  things  in  which  Congresa  would 
undertake  to  prohibit  commerce  altogether.  We 
tberelbre  cannot  ratiaoally  expect  lo  find  an  ex- 
press negative  npon  this  head  ;  but  the  fifth  irCi- 
cie  is  sirDngly"  an  implied  negative  to  the  princi- 
ple; it  reads  ihu*:  "Noduly.shall  he  laid  upon 
articles  exported  ^rom  any  &iaie."  Coogress, 
therefore,  have  not  the  power  of  laying  a  duty  of 
one  cent  upon  articles  Exported,  yet,  by  (his  bill,  a 
right  is  assumed  of  prehibiiitig  (he  exportation 
altogether.  Congress  cannot  lay  a  dui^  of  one 
cent  per  bale  npon  cotton  exported,  but  it  is  coo- 
tended  (hat  CoRKFes)!  can  prohibit  the  exporta- 
tion of  opKOn.  This  appears  to  be  a  very>unfair 
way  of  depriving  people  of  their  rights.  It  is  a 
method  of  reasoning  neither  just  nor  conclusive. 
"  There  is,"  says  Lord  Bacoo,  "no  torture  mora 
tntDlerabte  (hen  the-iorture.of  laws" — and  so  to 
torture  them  S)  (o  make  the  people  express  a  gran  t 
of  power  which  they  never  intended,  is  palpably 
unjust.  As  it  cannot  be  contended'  ihaithe  peo- 
ple, in  adopting  the  Constiiblibn,  conieioplated 
resting  in  Congress  (he  right  of  prohibiting  for- 
eign commerce,  or  the  expttrtalioo  of  ariielesboih 
by  sell  and  land,  inasntuch  as  it  would  be  the 
right  of  destroying  the  very  objects  of  (heir  atio- 
ciaiion,  aitd  of  the  particular  rig[hts  and  interests 
of  those  associated,  and  as  it  is  expressly  laid 
down  that  the  powers  not  given  are  reserved; 
the  inquiry  it,  hy  whnt  ru!e  can  Congress  assume 
the-  fight?  The  rule  most  be  this,  that  it  Is 
ihoDght  expedierU  because  of  the  eipectation  of 
benefieia!  results.  Ti  is  eoojectored  ihat  the 
United  Slates  may  be  greatly  benefited,  and  (hat 
by.  these  meaiures  we  may  acquire  or  obtain  sat- 
isfaction for  {njuries  we  hate  sustained,  and  secu- 
rity for  rights  c^  which  we  are  deprived.  But 
the  areumem  of  Expediency,  when  we'  arc  in- 
quiring into  Constitutional  powers,  is  whoU]^'  io- 
admissible;  for.  to  admit  (his  arj;oment  for  one 
moment,  there  would  be  an  end  of  delegation  of 
power  or  derivative  auihorily,  an  end  to  #ri(ten 
constitutions  and  limitation  of  Government ;  it 
trould  at  once  be  resolved  Tnio  expediency,  discre- 
tion, and  will.  Por  the  same  power  which  to-day 
«an  say.  yoti  shall  not  export  articles,  because  we 
wish  lo  deprive  ceT(ain  nations  of  (he  benefit  of 
receiving  them,  may  say  to-morrow,  you  shall 
not  grow  tObMco,  cotton,  or  wheat— you  shall  not 


catch  fish,  lest  theatddes  may  fall  into  the  bands 
of  (hose  we  wish  to  coerce ;  by  the  same  rule 
which  you  say  (hat  ws  ^hati  not  sail  thips,  yon 
may  say,  we  shall  no(  build  them. 

By  the  same  rule  which  you  say,  ws  shall  not 
export  our  produce  to  countries  in  amity  or  at 
war  w;lh  us,  you  (nay  lay  we  shall  Dot  -raise  the 
produce,  or  manuHiclure  the  articles  we  wish  lo 
export,  Dv  even  raise  Of  mannfactare  articles  for 
the  sustenance  of  onraelves  and  families;  and, 
with  like  propriety,  might  (he  rule  be  exteudcd 
to  every  transaatioo  of  human  life. 

If  you  can  adopt  the  rule  of  expediency  for 
your  guide,  you  have -passed  the  Rubicon,  and, 
like  Cfesar,  assumed  the  disposal  of  the  libertiea 
of  yoUr  country. 

And  there  appears  lo  be  no  jnore  propriety  in 
contendiqg  for  ibis  power,  (ban  there  would  be 
tinder  the  eighth  article  of  this  aeciion,  ihat  Con- 
giess  bavea  righ(  to  prohibit  authors  and  inveut- 
ors  of  science  and  useful  arts  from  exercising  their 
faculties,  on  the  sronod  that  they  have  (he  powet 


of  each  State.  It  may  be  observed  here,  that  (h« 
saipe  role  apptiei  to  the  commerce  between  tlae 
States,  and  if  Congreu  have  lb«authoni};  to-de- 
stroy  loreign  commerce,  they  have  the  right  of 
preventing,  its  being  pursued  between  tfae  diffn- 
ent  Slates.  The  idea  that  the  people  would  in- 
t£a(ional!y  delegate  this  power  to  Congrei*,  is 
contrary  lo  every  principle  of  reason,  and  that 
they  have  done  so  without  knowing  it,  is  con- 
trary to  every  principle  of  volition ;  and  lo  COB- 
slrue  their  grant  to  mean  what  they  never  ra> 
tended,  is  contrary  to  every  principle  of  honesiy 
and  justice.  The  Constilution  is  in  the  place  of 
divine  command,  and  we  hKve  no  power  to  en- 
large, or  circumscribe  it  is  the  least  panicle, 
though  we  rai^ht  entenain  the  most  serious  opis- 
'on  that  infinite  benefits  might  redound  lb  onr 
!onstituenii.bad  webut  the  pawCr  of  doing  then 
ill  the  good  our  benevolence  might  dictate. 

If  fudher  evidence  is  necessary  of  the  power 
ntended  by  the  people  to  be  delegated,  and  (he 
old  law  maxim  ol"  what  doea  not  appear  does  not 
exist,"  is  insiifficieat,  we  may  with  propriety  con* 
Lider,  what  coitld  bave  been  the  onioioa  of  the 
people  of  different  Slates  in  the  Union,  as  result- 
ing from  their  peculiar  circumstances  and  local 
situation,  at  the  time  of  adopting  (be  Constitu- 
tion. UpoD  a  former  oecasioa  I  took  a  view  of 
the  benefits  arising  from.cotnmerae — (hat  all  oar 
pleasures  and  conveniences,  as  well  as  power  aod 
riches,  were  in  a  great  measure  derived  from 
commerce.  And  that,  both  in  sickness  and  health, 
we  felt  the  benign  influence  of  her  bounty.  That 
all  countries  and  climates,  earth  and  seas,  things 
animate  and  inanimate,  vegetable  and  fossil,  are 
made  subservient  to  man  tntoogh  the  means  of 
commerce. 

Not  only  our  bodily  enjoyments  are  dependent 
upon  commerce,  but  our  mental  improvements 
also.    The  philosopher  in  his  cloicl,  ihe  farmci 


;d  by  Cookie 


HISTORY  OF  C0NQRBS8. 


Ettfordng  the  Embargo. 


JutVAVt.  1809. 


or  pIiDIer  upon  hiaettale,  tbe  herdsmaD  (md-me- 
«haiiic,  ihe  fisnerman  and  adventurous  mariner, 
derive  their  adva&rages  from  (herameiourc*,aDd 
«re  alike  beD^filed  with  the  mercbanC  in  his 
CDuntiog-houie.  The  scieneei  are  cultivated,  the 
mind  is  enlarged  and  improved,  the  nunuers  are 
sofiened  and  polished,  and  man,  from  a-rnde,  va- 
-co  in  fori  B  hie,  uDentiithieDed  auiiiiBl,  becomes  a 
cultivated,  social  and  usefnl  tieing,  acquiring  and 
rcceiriog  happiiie»  himself,  and  ccmmunicating 
it  to  t)iber>.  By  conmierce,  a  country  groms  rich 
and  powerful ;  and,  without  it,  would  remain  in- 
digeal  and  weak,  and  even  become  io.  in  a  short 
period,  by  aliogeiher  diveiting  itself  of  it,  though 
ever  so  rich  at  the  com  men  cement. 

History  affords  us  ihe  most  itrikine  illust^Biians 
of  these  posilioQs  ;  of  countries  whose  Govecn- 
tnenl  might  be  said  to  balance  the  world,  and 
whose  importance  grew  out  of  commerce,  and 
wns  lotl  by  its  decline.  But  lei  as  [urn  our  atten- 
tion to  objeciE  with  which  we  are  more  immedi- 
ately conversant.  I  meaji  the  affairs  of  our  own 
nation.  What  was  the  siiualion  of  the  people  of 
(bis  country  in  1787 1  A  poor,  defenceless,  bank- 
nipt,  and  impotent  people,  without  ihe  ability  to 
discharge  our  pulilic  or  private  debts,  and  scarcely 
possessing  sireoglh  efiough  to  suppori  a  war  witn 
either  the  Algerioeaor  lodiRns.  Bat,  hyadopling 
our  present  happy  Coostituiion,  (for  it  has  hith- 
erto afforded  us  the  means  of  obtaining  happi- 
ness,) and  by  pursuing  an  advantageous  com- 
meice,  under  the  auspices  of  a  Government  of 
tneo  who  well  emuidered  its  inestimable  advan- 
tage*, we,  in  the  short  period  of  twenty  years, 
have  arisen  to  en  astonishing  degree  of  wealth, 
and,  if  it  had  been  so  directed,  corretpondent 

Acknowledged  to  he  the  second  commercial 
Datum  in  (be  world,  and  with  most  unbounded 
pFospeais  of  future  wealth  and  happineas — what 
a  Blraoge  reverse  does  (he  prospect  of  our  affairs 
DOW  present?  Like  a  man  inebriated  with  suc- 
cess, a  check  in  his  career  drives  him  (o  commit 
suicide.  The  sages  who  formed  the  ConstilultOD, 
and  (he  people  wbo  adopted  it,  fat  least  a  part  of 
tham,)  well  understood  Ibis  subject,  and  bare  so 
expressed  their  sentiments. 

It  is,  therefore,  morally  certain,  (hat  they  did 
mplate  a  situadon  of  affairs  in  which 
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daslroying  thai  commerce  wfijcb  was  a  principal 
cause  of  ibeii  association  to  regulate,  and  from 
which  they  expected  (o  derive  the  means  of  re- 
lieving themselves  from  their  embarrassments, 
and,  as  (he  event  has  shown,  ihey  did  not  miscaJ- 
culBte.  If  iherefore,  they  did  not  think  of  it,  ii 
certainly  follows,  that  they  did  not  intend  to  iii- 
Test  Congress  with  Ihe  power,  and  consequently 
have  not  given  i[  to  them,  and  (he  most  favora- 
ble point  of  view  in  which  the  subject  can  be 
placed  by  the  gentlemen  who  contend  for.  tbe 
principle,  is,  tbal  it  is  a  case  oroiiied,  and  was 
DDt  thought  of,  and  this  is  sufficient  to  support  my 
argument. 

It  bas  been  said  that  the  embargo  is  not  to  be 
perpetual;  that  we  do  not  ialeod  il  shall  be  so. 


I  know  not  what  ie  a  perpetual  law,  i/  the  em- 
bargolawiareaut.  Their  duration  depends  upon 
no  erent ;  neiiher  if  any  period  limited  for  ifaeir 
expiration.  They  are  perptluil  as  to  our  power, 
and  that  should  be  our  only  cansideratioD,  in  this 
respeci,  in  pntsiag  a  Iqw..  The  quetlipn  should 
be,  is  thia  aci  such  as  we  wish  perpeiaal  ?.  If  it 
is  not,  we  belray  the  Iro.st  rtpused  in  us  )>y  ibe 
C(;nstiiuiion.  in  making  it  so  beyond  the  power 
of  our  cddltdI,  ll  is  not  for  us  to  say  that  the 
law  may  be  repealed  if  ihe  Senate  and  President 
consent.  Tbe  Canstiiuiion  has  made  thealiffer- 
eni  brannhes  of  the  Legislature  checks  upon  each 
other,  and  we  ate  destroyiag  these  CoUBlitu^ional 
checks  by  placing  one  branch  at  the  mercy  of  the 
other:  aitd  it  would  lie  a  pcor  apulogy  to  say,  we 
bad  a  confidence  in  the  oiher  branch,  having  once 
paned  with  onr  power  over  ibe. subject, it  isgooe 
from  us  forever;  every  law  is  perpetual  wbogie 
limitation  it  not  in  some  way  expiessed  in  ihe 
kci. 

1  shall  be  told  that  there  has  been  a  judicial 
deeisicn  in  favor  of  the  consiitutivnaliiy  of  the 
law ;  that  a  district  judge,  after  soleinn  argument, 
has  judicially  given  an  opinion.  I  respect  tbe 
gentleman  who  gtr^s  (he  opinion,  but  I  by  no 
means  vubsCribe  lo  (be  correctness  of  (he  opioioD 
given.  Perhaps  in  bis  aiiuaiion,  as  an  admiralty 
judge  of  inferior  jurisdiction,  it  was  the  correct 
course  to  execute  (ha  law,  and  leave  it  to  tbe 
highest  tribunal  to  decide  upon  (be  impoiiant 
question  of  its  con&(itu(ionali(y,aDd  il  migb(  have 
been  as  well  if  he  bad  gone  no  further.  -  Butfia 
my  siiualion,  1  (akc'siilt  higher  ground;  utd  al- 
though a  decision  of  ibe  Supreme  Court  would 
be  a  snfficieoi  rule  as  a  eidzen  for  me  to  tegulaie 
my  conduct  as  to  tbe  force  and  effect  of  the  law, 
yet,  as  a  legislator,  I  must  judge  for  myself  whe- 
ther the  Constitution  has  given  me  Ihe  power  lo 
act  or  legislate  upon  the  subject.  I  altt^lber 
condemn  thai' sophistical  way  of  reasoni^  by 
which  a  mjn  derives  power  to  himself,  oi  pre- 
tends to  derive  it,  by  alleging  it  is  the  appendage 
of  power  specially  granted,  or  arises  by  implica- 
tion ftom  those  granted;  because  he  convinces 
himself  by  a  fanciful  argument  iiwoUld.be  better 
for  the  people  if  il  were  so,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  it  appears  (hat  the  granior  could  not  have 
had  the  case  in  view,  but  rather  a  case  directly 
tbe  contrary.  If  it  would  Ik  frandulent  so  to 
conitiue  the  'power  of  kiiorney  of  an  individual, 
what  masi  be  tbe  ease  of  the  substitutes  of  ihe 
people  in  misooqsiiuiog  (he  iostrumtfjii  of  their 
aathority,  when  the  dearest  righo  of  (heir  eonsii- 
tuents  are  implicated  1  I  feel  no  hesiiaiioD  ia 
nying,  that  bad  this  (bing  beeil  contemplaied  by 
(be  people,  or  the  system  that  is  now  endeavoring 
to  be  established,  ihere  never  would  have  htten  « 
union  of  (he  Sia(es  by  civil  aompact ;  and  1  am 
compelled  (o  say,  I  dread  (he  consequences  vi  n 
eoniiDuatioo  of  liiis  pernicious  system. 

But  it  has  been  endeavored  to  roainlaia  the 
doctrine  upon  tbe  principle  (bat  Congress  hare 
the  power  of  making  war  and  peace.  It  is  pre- 
sumed thai  a  discreet  use  will  be  made  of  ttais 
power,  and  when  we  are  at  warwiih  an;  nation. 
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t,  o(  coune,  with  tbet  nsiiiKi  will  aeBsf , 
or  be  inierdicted  during  the  eoDiimiance  of  the 
war;  and  Coofcreu  may  iaterdici  commerce  wiib 
a  pariicular  oaiioQ,  wliich  ii  a  species  of  w»r. 
Bat  prereatiug  the  cilizeDs  from  exporting  llieif 
produce  to  uaiioa.i  in  amitj,  wa«  nerer  coDiem- 
pUled.  It  i«  tolalljt  a  difieient  cair.  But,  the 
<]iiestioo  hai'bceD  asked.  hn»  not'Congresa  the 
n|[ht  to  declare  war  aKaiiial  all  ihe  w«rld  1  And 
this  ii  iheamouBiof  ineprescDi  bill.  Our  dbiIod 
u  to  become  like  ihe  Iihmveliteg  of  old — "gur 
band  against  eTery* man,  and  every  man's  hand 
Bgainii  ua."  So  absurd  a  thing  wai  never coo- 
lemplated  by  the  fianieii  of  the  Constitution. 

Il  is  so  eittt^me  a  case  that  it  is  ridiculous  to 
ask  ihe  queatian,  and  so  is  the  abGUidity  of  Ibe 
idea  of  our  carryiag  on  wai  with  two  nations  at 
the  same  time,  who  are  waging  the  moat  destruc- 
lire  war  agaimt  each  other.  Would  there  not 
be  danger^  or  cause  to  apprehend  that  ihejr  might 
cease  their  strife  for  a  while,  and  turi)  ibair  de- 
structive arms  agaiBit  our  defencelMs  coast,  and 
Kiake  US  severely  pay  for  our  foUy  and  temerity  7 

While  I.  am  upon  thi*  subj'ci,  I  cannot  help 
expressing  my  dissBiitfaction  upon  the  iiforma' 
tiou  giTea-  us  by  the  dooumeais  com^iunicated 
by  the'  President,  relative  to  the  offer  which  was 
said  to  have  been  mad»to  the  British  Q»vetn- 
ment,  to  raise  the  embargo  as  to  (bem,  prdrided 
they  would  revoke  the  orders  of  the  Tth  of  Jan- 
tui-y,  and  Llib  of  November,  at  to  ut.  Ii  seems 
jCTf  sinnge  that  the  British  Ooverqmenr  should 
not  agree  to  a  prapositioo  of  this  juiure,  and  ao 
reaaoiuble  in  liielf~for,  this  mast  have  been  the 
necessary  conteiUMice  of  such  an  agreemwt, 
either  itui  France  must  instantly  have  revoked 
bet  blockadiug  decrees  against  Kagland,  or  we 
most  hare  had  a  war  with  France.  To  suppose. 
therefore,  that  England  did  not  wish  otir  friend- 
sbtp  to  them,  and  bottiltiy  to  their  enemies,  is 
next  [o  impassible  with  me,  and,  of  itself,  leads  to 
a  doubt  of  ibe  reality. 

But,  TipoK  a^  fair  examination,  the  authority 
given  to  Mr.  Pinbiey  does  not  appear  to  be  ad- 
equate to  makinR  the  agreement,  and  thai  be 
euuld  not  have  oooe  to,  except  he  should  also 
assume  authority  by  implication.  In  Mr.  Madi' 
sod's  letter  la  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  30(h  of  April 
last,  he  is  tijld  that,  "  ebould  Ibe  British  Govern- 
'  ment  take  this  course,  he  may  authorize  an  ez- 
'  peciation  that  Ibe  President  will,  within  a  rea- 
'  sooable  time,  give  eOect  to  the  authority  vested 
'  ID  him  on  ibe  subject  of  the  eiubargo  laws." 

Mr.  Pinknty,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Madiso 
tlie  4th  of  August,  says,  "that  in  an  interview  of 
'  iba  89th  of  June,  (that  is,  wllb  Mr.  Canning,) 
*  be  tooD  fuund  it  necessary  to  throw  out  an  inti- 
'  mation,  that  tbe  powers  vested  in  the  President 
'  by  Congress,  to  suspend  the  embargo  act  and  its 
'  supplements,  would  be  exercised  as  it  regarded 
'  Great  Briiaio,  if  their  orders  were  repealed  as 
'  legarded  OS."  Mr.  Pinkney,  as  ao  honest  man, 
must  bave  communicated  what  his  powers  were, 
and  that  be  was  not  iosiructed  absolutely  inmate 
tbUagreemenL  Mr.  Pinkney  Jo  his  lelter  to  Mr 
Cajuuat,  of  the  33d  of  Augavt,  s&ya,  "  that  |i< 


had  the  honor  o{  stating  that  it  was  Ibe  iDteo- 
tion  of  the  President,  in  case  Great  Britain  re- 
pealed ber  ordern,  &c.,  to  suspend  the  emberco, 
and  was  authorized  logive  tbis  assurance  in  the 
most  formal'manaer."    We  have  already  noticed 
whal  the  authority  was.     For  my  own  part,  I  can- 
conceive  the  necessity  of  proceeding  in  ibis 
in  so  important  a  concern;  and  why  authority 
not  given,  in  Ihe  first  iostance,  to  make  a  di- 
aod  positive  offer,  aod  deniaDd  a.  categorioal 
answer,  whether  tbe  Governi&eni  would  agree  to 
be  proposal,  I  am  at  a  lost  to  conjecture.    It 
leems  as  if  we  could  not  bave  tbe  whole  of  the 
correspondence  before  us,  and  as  if  something  had 
'--eo  kept  back.    To  me  the  alTair  is  inexpliethle. 
must,  ibereforo,  leave  il  to  gentlemen  Vho  bct- 
r  comprehend  it,  and  proceed  to  the  further  ex- 
ninalion  of  the  subject  before  us.   - 
It  has  been  said  that  every  principle  in  ibis  bill 
bas  heretofore  been  enacted  by  Congress,  and  that 
precedents  may  be  shown  to  this  eflVct.    In  all 
doubtful  questions,  precedents  are  entitled  10  con- 
sidention,  but  ihen  we  ought  to  be  certain  tbe 
pre'cedent  applies  to  the  case;  bul,  if  I  feel   ao 
doubt  upon  the  point,  the  preeedentican  bave  no 
light  with  me  either  way,  and  it  oettninly  can 
no  excuse  for  im  that  a  former  Congress  have 
exceeded  their  authoriiy.     As  I  feel  no  doubt  of 
tjie  correctness  of  my  argument,  it  is  not  very 
necessary  to  consider  the  cases  which  are  sup- 
posed to  maintain  the  doctrine  ;  but,  even  here,  I 
am  willing  to  meet  the  objection.   - 

The  first  case  is  the  embargo  of  1794.  An  aai- 
bargo,  as  it  has  ever  been  understood  in  tb«  law 
of  nations,  is  (be  preventing  in  time  of  war,  for 
a  short  period,  the  sailing  of  vessels  from  a  port 
□r  polls,  (hat  informaiion  might  not  be  commu- 
nicated to  an  enemy,  and  therebv  the  object  of  an 
expedition  be  defeated.  And  also,  (as  it  is  prac- 
tiaed  in  some  coiutries,)  for  the  purpose  of  man- 
ning a  fleet.  In  the^case  of  1794,  out  sham 
were  infested  with  privateers  and  arined  vessels, 
eapiuring  the  vessels  of  our  ciiizeos  even  in  tbe 
mouths  of  eur  barboTs.  The  embargo  was  laid 
by  a  resolution  for  lltirly  days,  and  afterwards  re- 
newed for  thirty  more,  but  raised  before  (he  expi- 
ration of  the  time,  and  when  it  Was  supjKised  our 
people  were  sulficirtitly  warned  of  their  danger, 
and  prepared  lomeelii.  By  a  temporary  law,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  lay  ati  embargo  iora 
limited  lime  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  should  a 
like  necessity  require  it. 

Tbiscase  was  very  dissimilar  10  the  present  sys- 
tem.  Itwasmeiely  a  momentary  measure  of  pre- 

had  divested  itself 
It  was  not  intended  to  destroy  our  commerce,  or 
prevent,  for  an  unlimited  time,  the  cxporialion  or 
importation  of  all  merchandise.  As  it  bad  been 
practitf  d  in  time  of  war  by  nations,  lo  lay  an  em- 
bargo in  the  way  I  bave  inentioned.  Congress 
might  suppose  that  (bis  power  was  coolempiated 
to  bf  granted  by  the  Constituiion,  in. granting  tbe 
powers  of  war  and  peace.  But  it  will  readily  be 
Tceo,  that  as  (his  system  of  destroying  commerce 
htd  acm  occurred  in  the  world,  and,  a*  1  have 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS, 


1012 


H.ofR. 


Enforcing  (A«  Embargo. 


Jandart,  1809. 


before  shown,  was  so  contrary  lo  the  principles 
and  objects  of  (he  associalion  of  Ilie  people,  it 
could  not,  !□  like  manner,  be  said  to  be  granted, 
being  in  its  nature  a  very  diSerent  thing. 

But  whether  the  embargo  of  '94  can  be  jasli- 
Ged  in  consonance  trith  the  principles  I  ba^e  laid 
down,  I  am  not  anxious  to  inquire.  Tiie  even! 
was  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  its  operaiior 
Was  not  very  injurious,  and  being  limited,  there 
was  not  much  complaint  against  it,  and  the  ap- 

Eirent  necessity  seemed  a  justification.  But,  if 
oi>gresa  exceeiled  their  poivers  at  that  time,  it  i: 
BO  iustiEcaiion  of  ihepfesenl  bill. 

The  question  has  been  asked,  where  does  ih< 
power  reside  if  Congress  do  not  possess  ill  Thi 
aoswer'is,  with  the  people,  from  whom  ali  power 
emanates ;  and  I  vill  venture  to  predict  they  will 
never  relinquish  it.  Should  the  question  be  pro- 
posed at  any  time,  their  answer  would  be  very 
Erompt.  But,  gentlemen  hare  said  that  the  people 
ave  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  system  by 
ibeir  electiofis.  T^is  opinion  I  believe  incorrect. 
Two  very  powerful  and  influential  Siatea.  Masea. 
chusetts  and  Connecticut,  have,  by  their  Legisla- 
tures, explicillv  avowed  their  decided  disappro. 
baliop;  and  the  Legislature  of  Massac hut^etta 
have  requested  their  Representatives  in  Congress 
to  use  their  influeace  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the 
embargo  laws.  This  request,  of  itself,  has  great 
weight  wii"h  me,  though  it  is  true  it  is  conform- 
able to  my  previous  opinion. 

New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode  Island,  and  Ver- 
mont, if  the  elections  are  fair  criteria,  have  ex- 
pressed their  disapprobation  of  the  embargo  sys- 
tem ;  and  the  last  elections  of  Representatives  in 
Vermont  are  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  asser- 
tion that  the  elections  would  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  United  States  bat  for  the  belief  that 
the  embargo  was  to  be  immediately  raised. 

People  are  very  apt  lo  believe  the  thing  they 
wish,  and  the  rumora  which  ran  through  the 
United  States  convinced  them  that  their  wishes 
would  be  shortly  realized.  The  letter,  Brst  pub- 
lished in  Richmond,  which  appeared  to  have  the 
■tamp  of  authority,  was  printed  in  almost  every 
paper  in  the  United  States ;  reports,  said  to  come 
from  officers  of  Government,  of  iiigh  standing, 
were  industriously  eircuiatetl ;  all  parties  appear- 
ed to  agree  in  the  necessitjr  and  belief  that  the 
embargo  would  be.  raised  immediately  upon  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  if  not  suspended  before.  In 
this  situation  the  election  cameon,and  the  people 
were  asked,  will  you  turn  out  your  old  friends 
and  elect  others  on  accountof  the  embargo,  which 
will  be  immediately  raised  1  The  answer  was, 
no  !  Other  gentlemuo  will  form  their  own  opin- 
ions, but  to  me  the  conclusion  is  Irresistible,  that 
many  gentlemen  owe  their  election  to  these  cir- 
cumstances ;  and,  in  (his  view,  1  Contend  that  the 
elections  afibrd  no  favorable  proof  of  the  popu- 
larity of  the  embargo.  This  question  of  power 
ought-  to  be  settled  b;r  ihe  people,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  that  the  Constitution  will  receive  amend- 
ments upon  this  head. 

The  second  section  of  this  bill  establishes  a 
pfioclpte  which  must  ever  be  abotninable  in  a 


free  government',  a  system  of  partiality  and  cor- 
ruption.   This  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 

Constitution,  which  is,  that  government  was  not 
inaiituied  for  any  man  or  body  of  men,-  but  for 
the  general  good.  Here  power  is  given  to  the 
President  and  his  collector  to  determine  who  shall 
carry  on  the  remnant  of  trade  which,  under  all  the 
restrictions,  is  left  ns — the  coasting  trade.  Thli 
is.  from  port  to  port  in  the  same  State,  or  fram 
ports  in  different  States.  The  Whole  r?sts  in  the 
will  and  discretion  of  the  President,  who  may 
issue  his  instructions  to  the  collectors,  and  from 
them  there  is  no  appeaL  It  has  the  appearance 
as  if  party  politics  were  to  be  the  crfterion  of  the 
rights  of  trade.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  the 
Constitution  contemplates  such  unjust  andsrbi- 
trary  distinctions.  Thenwbire,  or  from  whence, 
is  the  authority  derived  for  the  exercise  of  such 
invidions  distinctions?  The  consequence  mast 
be  the  dftestaiion  of  the  Qovernment,  and  ani- 
mosity among  (he  people.  It  would  be  placing  t 
good  man,  who  may  chance  to  be  a  collector,  in  a 
delicate  situation,  and  a  bad  man  where  he  might 
exercise  the  most  arbitrary  tyrannical  powers. 

This  is  not  merely  a  speculative  opinion.  We 
have  already  had  some  practical  knowledge  a  poo 
the  subject. 

The  sixth  aeelioH  establishes  a  newand  stranm 
principle  fn  law,  a  priaciple  of  vicarious  punish' 
meni,  or  of  punishing  one  man  fur  the  offence  of 
another.  Bat  this  is  not  the  extent  of  the  mis- 
chief. It  seems  a  refinement  in  cruelty.  There. 
are  men  who  have-vested  the  principal  part  of 
their  property  in  shipping.  By  the  embargo  they 
have   been  so  long  deprived  of  the  use  of  iheit 

Property  that  they  are  almost  reduced  to  beggary. 
'o  relieve  their  necessities  they  may  wish  to  sell 
their  vessels;  but  the  provisions  of  this  seeiron 
will  render  it  impossible  to  do  it  with  any  degree 
ot'  safely,  for  the  seller  may  be  answerable  for  an 
offence  committed  by  the  real  owner,  whose  Dame 
does  not  appear  apon  the  register,  enrollment,  or 
license;  and  this,  loeether  with  the  enormou* 
bonds  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  ton  of  the  ves- 
sel, which  must  be  given  upon  the  transfer,  would 
he  almost  a  certain  means'  of  preventing  a  sale. 
But  the  principles  contained  in  tb*  9th,  10th,  and 
11th  seciions'of  lh«  bill  are  inGnitelf  more  de- 
structive to  liberty,  and  direct  riolaiions  of  tbe 
Constitution. 

It  is  provided  by  the  4ih  article  of  tbe  ameni- 
nents  to  tbe  ConsKiulion,  thai  "  the  right  of  tbe 
people  to  be  secure  in  their  houses,  papers,  and 
effects,  against  utireasonable  searnhes  and  seiz- 
ures, shall  not  be  violated  ;  and  no  warrant  shall 
issue  hut  upon  probable  cause,  sapporled  by  oath 
or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the 
place  to  be  searched,  and  tbe  persons  or  thin^to 
be  seized."  This  is  the  people's  Ma^na  Charia, 
whereby  they  have  declared  certain  rig-his  Invio- 
late. It  seems  as  if  the  frsmers  of  this  article 
foresaw  a  time,  when  the  passions  of  those  in 
power  might  cause  them  to  overleap  all  bounds, 
'and,  from  some  strange  causes,  an  attempt  might 
be  made  at  the  destruction  of  men  by  an  attack 
ioiproper  snd  unreasonable  iaierfntoce 
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with  Iheir  private  properf^L  The  BHiiie  principle 
is  established  in  the  eoniiittitioa  of  moBt  of  the 
Slates;  at  least,  I  find  il'in  nine  of  them. 

These  principlM  are 'also  laid  down  in  the  coo- 
siituiioD  of  most  of  the  States;  tliat  staiMiing 
armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty  ;'tfaat  the  military 
thatl  be  subordiotlG  to  tbe  civil  power.  It  ap- 
pears tbat  the  people,  ever  jealous  of  thrir  rights 
and  liberties,  have  andeavorEd  to  lecare  them  by 
every  possiblerestriction.  They  have  been  aware 
of  the  causes  wbichJiave  deprived  other  nations 
of  their  freedom,  and  have  endeavored  to  guard 
against  tbe  .evils  ;  and  I  think  they  will  frowo 
upon  every  encroachment.  1  hopeihey  will  not 
have  cause  to  reflect  that  they  did  not  consider 
that  their  constiiulions  were  to  be  admioistered 
by  men,  who.  ipigfai  put  a  .different  construction 
upon  ib«ir  words  from  what  they  iateikded,  and 
tut,  in  the  sequel,  they  woulil  -meei  the  same 
fate  thev  appeared  to  deplore.  But,  should  the 
present  bill  pais  into  &  law,  iheir  fancied  barriers 
whiuh  they  have  enacted,  are  corapleieiy  broken 
down,  and  their  eoDstituti6n,,in.  this 'lespeet;  be- 
comes but  a  dead  letter.  To  suppress,  iasurrec- 
lions  or  forcible  opposition  to  Ille  dne  execution 
of  the  law,  a  resort  may  be  had  tO'thc  military  ; 
bat  to  use  thehayOnet  in  the  first  itiftance,  to  ev 
ecnle  the  laws,  Iea  power  not  vested  in  Congress, 
and  whenever  exe/ciaed,  it  must  be  upon  the  ruins 
of  liberty. 

In  order  to  make  mysCif  the  more  intellrgiblei 
I  will  slate  certain  oases,  in  which  despotism  will 
appear  in  most  glaring  colors,  aod  will  therk  proVe,' 
by  this  bill,  that  s»ch  cases  may  exist,  and  (he 
law  will  be  such  as  to  authorize  them.  Gtenile- 
raea  may  say,  tl^  are  cases  liot  likely  to  happen; 
it  is  BOt  what  we  intend  by  passing  the  hill ;  we 
have  too  great  a  co&Gdenee  in  ouv  Executive  to 
believe  in  the  daitgers  you  vppreheiMl,  or  that  the 
power  will  be  imnroperly  exercised.  I  should 
answer  that  it  wonld  not  be  the  first  time  that  too 
great  cenfidence  placed  In  man  has  led  to  the  de-' 
structiOD  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and'  it 
would  be  but  a  poor  excuse  to  say  that  we  placed 
tbe  power  where.' We  did  not  b^eve  it  woijid  be 
misuied.  ">  Tbe' ancient  Roma&s  did  not  <ihink, 
when  they  created  Julius  Ctesar  perpetual  Dicta- 
lOT,  that  they  bad  placed  power  in  the  hands  of 
one  who  wopld  misuse  it,  any  more  than  Con- 

Sresa  apprehend  danger  frooMhe  present  Presi- 
ent,  or  bis  successor.  There  was  no  man  more 
accomplished  than  Cnsar,  or  who  possessed  a 
greater  share  cf  popular  talenis.  He,  like  AbsB' 
Tom  of  old,  "  stole  away  the  hearts  of  the  people," 
but  all  historians  agree  tbat  here  commenced  the 
dcstnKTtion  of  Roman  liberty.  It  should  be  our 
only  iai^uiry,May  the  powers  granted  be  nsed  for 
unconstiiutioDal.or  tyrannical  purposes  1  and  not 
whether  ibe  agent  is  so  pure,  just,  and  honest, 
that  be  will  not  make  aa  improper  use  of  them. 
The  cases  which  1  shall  state  may,  at  first  vie v  , 
strike  gentlemen  as  extravBgBj)t,aDd  not  likely  to 
happen ;  but  let  them  consioer  whetheii  the  power 
is  given  by  this  bill,,  and  then  whether,  in  "~~ 
present  state  of  thin  country,  (hey  are  not  s(. 
thing  more  than  barely  pdssible,  and  dg  npl  ap- 


proacf  even  to  probability.  For  it 
ID  Vermont  has  a  wagon  loaded  with  floor,  which 
he  intends  to  carry  to  market  to  pay  his  debts  or 
supply  the  neoFssities  of  his  family.  Thecolleetot 
or  person  empowend  by  the  President  seizes  it, 
and  will  not  perrbtt  it  to  be  removed  until  bond 
shall  be  given  for  the  delivery  of  it  at  some  place 
directly  opposite  to  where  it  was-  intended  to  te 
carried;  anq  to  any  distance  the  arbitrary  agent 
may  choose,  if  within  the  United  States.  He  has 
the  power  to  do  ibis,  and  cannot  be  celled  to  an 
account,  or  punished  for  his  .misdoings.  .Far,  if 
the  wagon  is  going  in  a  northerly  direction,  it  Js 
"  apparently  on  the  way  towards  the  territories  of 
a  foreign  oatton" — I  take  the  words  of  the  bill ; — 
if  it  is  going  East,  West,  or  South,  it  is  "appa- 
rently on  the  way"  to  Bosioo,  NewTfork,  or  some 


'?■ 


:,  where  the  officer  seizing  mar  say, 
itended  for  exportation ;"  and  of  this,  of 
course,  he  most  be  Ibe  judge.  And  the  same  may 
be  said  am  to  the  place  where  the  articles  a^'C  to  be 
delivered,  if  within  the  Untied  Slates.  And  he 
may  employsuch  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces, 
or  of  the  militia,  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  for 
taking  into  custody,  guanling,  end  keeping  the 
articles  seized.  The  same -may  be  done  to  tbe 
owner  of  a  load^f  tobacco  g<Mng  to  Richmond  to 
.market,  or  of  ■  beat-load  of  eottoo  transportiag  to 
Savannah. 

1  will  stale  another  case.  A  gentleman — an 
honorable  Senator,  if  you  please — is  travelHnff  to 
Baltimore',  from  this  city,  and  has  ip  his  trank  a 
sum  of  money.  ThcPresideat  or  collector  may 
send  a  file  of  soldiers  and  stop  him,  and  seize  the 
money,  and  nbl  permit  it  to  be  renjoved  until  bond 
shall  OB  given  to  debostte  it  in  the  Washington 
Bank;  C»>e  stockholders  of  many  banks  in  the 
United  States  would  be  delighted  lo  have  an  agent 
with  this  powerj)  and  this  bill  completely  gives 
the  authority.  For,  the  gentleman  having  put  his 
.specie  on  hoard  his  vehicle.(  whatever  it  maybe,) 
and  being  apparently  on  his  way  lo  a  place  where 
exports  have  been  made,  and  (if  report  says  true) 
with  (^eat  success  during  the  embargo,  the, act 
gives  the  fullpo^et  lo  oominft  this  enormity,  and 
no  one  can  call  the  perpetrator  to  account';  and 
the  remedy  proposed  by  the  amendment,  which 
virtually  takes  away  a  msnVi  common-law  right, 
is  an  insult  to  tbe  sufierer,  rather  than  a  redress 
for  the  injury. 

Let  not  gentlemen  imagine  that  these  are  cases 
not  likely  to  happen.  Man  is  a  erealure  of  a  va- 
riety of  passions,  and  there  are  none  more  power- 
ful and  prevalent  than  tbose  of  avarice  and  malice. 
Money  may  be  extorted  Air  favors  granted,  or  the 
.  vengeance  of  the  adversary  may  be  wreaked  upon 
an  innoeeet  man,  who,  by  this  bill,  will  be  de- 
prived of  the  power  of  resistance,  or  of  recovering 
redress. 

It  has  been  contended  that  the  principle  of  seiz- 
ure coniained  in. this  bill  is  Kupported  in  precedent 
by  the  sixty-eighth  sectiou  of  the  collection  law. 
This  section  authorizes  the  collector  foot  a  mili- 
tary band)  to  enter  on  board  a  vessel  aod  seize 
goods  liable  to.rorreiture  for  a  breach  of  the  law, 
m  not  having  paid  ocseenred  to  be  paid  the  duties 
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upon  the  gooits,  Drfur  olher  caiiges  of  forfeiture 
meDlioDed  in  the  law.  And  if  they  should  hare 
eftose  to  tusnectacODcealineac  tbereoflD  any  par- 
ticular dwell  log' ho  use,  store,  buildJDg,  or  other 
place,  upon  proper  applicalioo,  upon  oath,  to  any 
justice  of  (he  peace,  be  entilled  to-  a  warrant  to 
euter  such  bouse,  and  in  tiie  daytime  only  aparch 
for  such  floods,  and  seize  and  secure  the  sam;  for 
trial;  and  all  such  goods  so  found,  on  which  the 
duties  shall  not  have  been  paid,  or  secured  (□  be 
paid, shall  be  forfeited. 

It  is  to  me  astonishing  that  any  gentjemau  cau 
suppose  this  a  precedeut  ia  paiul  lo  support  this 
bill.  It  shows  how  far  our  failiogs  may  mislead 
us  id  the  dtiectton  of  our  u ode rstan dings. 

The  case  couteinplaied  ia  the  collection  law 
neci-ssarily  supposes  an  offentse  committed,  which 
is  by  landing  or  concealing  the  goods,  not  hariag 
paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  lop  duties  au  them ;  and 
for  this  oBence  the  goods  are  forfeited;  and,  if  so, 
there  can  be  no- just  cause  of  conpUiat  for  their 
seizure ;  and  the  officer  ouist  be  cautious  that  he 
is  correct  in  this,  or  has  just  cause  for  seizure,  for 
otherwise  a  jnry  of  his  country  would  teach  him 
to  respect  the  private  rights  of  his  neighbors. -'  But, 
the  ingenuity  of  the  eocnmitiee  ia  ibis  amend- 
ment is  very  great.  They  hare  found  it  neoes- 
sary — a  thing  never  dreamt  of  by  the  hooonble 
Senate — lo  declare  an  offence,  and  then  a  forfeit- 
ure of  the  goods,  to  justify  a  seizure  to  hold  for 
trial.  But,  to  support  the  case  as  parallel,  let  ns 
.    coaaider  the  offence  created. 

Bj  the  amendment,  the  offeoce  created  is  this :' 
putting  on  board  a  vessel  or  carriage  gaods  or 
specie  with  inleni  to  export.  Ao.  If  it  should  be 
left  simply  here,  I  apprehend  the  law  would  hire 
very  little  operation  either  way.  For,  if  (as  upon 
common  principles)  the  person  seizing  must  prove 
the  iWent  to  export,  for  his  justification,  there 
would-l>e  but  few  seizares,  as  the  remedy  which 
the  law  would  ^ve  i^onld  be  sufficient  to  awe  the 
eolleclor.  But,  m  order  to  obviate  this  difficulty  at- 
tending the  seizing  of  a  man's  property,  the  other 
amendment  is  introduced,  which  is  of  as  arbitrary 
a  nature  as  could  well  be- expected.  The  district 
judge  is  to  decide  in  a  summary  wa^  the  ques- 
tion, aud  a  man  is  to  be  deprived  of  his  common- 
lawrights;  and  the  ineMimable  (rial  by  jury,  vhich 
the  CuDslilutioa  has  guarantied,  ia  to  be  done 
away^and  (he  person  whu  dares  (o  complain  shall 
be  adjudged  to  pay  treble  costs.  Tbli  is  the  fair 
construction  and  inteniion  of  the  bill ;  and  although 
our  courts  of  law  may  nut  consent  to  have  the 
CoDstitulion  trodden  under  foot,  yet  this  is  .no 
apology  for  the  bill. 

The  act  of  the  5th  June,  1794,  is  ^Iso  mentioned. 
This  anthorizei  the  President  to  make  use  of  mil- 
itary force,  if  necessary,  for  preventing  the  fitting 
out  and  arming  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  possesMon-of  any 
■uck  ship  or  vessel  and  her  prizes,  and  lO  com- 
pel the  departure  of  foreign  ships  and  vessels, 
which  by  the  laws  of  nadoiu  and  treaties  of  the 
Unitad  States  ought  not  tn  remain.  But  this 
power  cannot  be  exercised  till-after  prooesa,  issu- 
ing out  ef  some  court  in  the  Ontted  Stales,  shall 


have  been  disobeyed  or  veiisied.  This  act  ti 
founded  upon  the  principle  that  the  civil  power 
must  he  resisted  before  ine  military  cah  be  called 
lo  aid,  and  is  in  strict  et> n for mity- with  the  Gon- 


The  fifth  section  of  (he  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1806,  for  preserving  peace  within  the  ports  and 
harbois  of  (he  United  Stales,  is  also  mentioned. 
Thi*  gives  power  to  compel  foreign  armed  ves- 
sels to  depart  the  United  States,  if  foreign  armed 
vessels  must  be  compelled  to  depart,  it  must  be  by 
miliiary'foree. 

The  act  of  the  3d  Mar^h.  1807,  authorizes  the 
removal  by  the  marshal,  wiibouituit  of'jud^meDt, 
of  persons  who  are  in  possession  of  lands  claimed 
by  the  United  Stales.  I  think  Ibis  act  eaonot  be 
Justified  upon  principles  of  reason  and  nalurat  law, 
bht  it  by  no  means -comes  up  to  the  principle  con- 
tended for  in  (his  bill.  The  marshal  is  to  remove 
without  process — ^without  an  tngaest  of  office,  or 
any  judicial  decision— and  (he  frcstdeut  is  the 
sole  judge.  Bui  it  is  not  lo  be  done  by  a  military 
force.  And  although  it  may  operate  very  incoD- 
venienlly  and  oppressively,  yet  in  any  eases  likely 
to  happen  it  ca'niKii  prove  so  injurious. 

ThereJiBs  been  some  contest  in  this  House  on 
the  question,  which  part  of  the  country  suffers 
roost  by  the  embargo?  This  is  not  an  essential 
point  to  be  decided ;  i(  is  mfficien(  that  all  parts 
suffer  grievously  by  its  pressure.  'But,shoulii  this 
system  be  continued,  it  is  certain  our  cities  must 
be  wholly  rUined,  aud  oor  sbip-faaldera  lose  their 
alj.  Though  the  farmer  irinst  he-grestly  distressed, 

?'et  he  has  still,  some  phance  of  lupporiicg  bis 
iimily  upon  his  farm  ;  but  the  naked  walls  of  a 
city  house  would  afford  little  more  consotadon  to 
the  impoverished  owner  than  the  walls  of  a  prison. 
It  has  been  said  Lhat  there  would  be  no  danger  of 
people's  suffering  through  want  in  this  land  of 
pleniy^let  them  move  into  the  country, and  eal- 
tivate  the  soil.  I  cannot  subsoribe  to  (be  huinan- 
ity  of  the  act  of  compelling  people  lo  desert  their 
habitations  in  town  to  cultivate  the  soil.  Little 
is  it  imagined  what  infinite  distress  such  a  craef 
necessity  must  occatiofi.  The  country  gentbmeo 
must  pardon  us  who  live  in  towns,  if  we  caMiot 
comprehend  tbeir  policy.  They  inform  os  (bat 
their  object  is  kindness  towards  us;  lhat  they  aisli 
to  preserve  our  property  by  measurei  which  we 
BTeconvincedgeioihedattruciionof  iL  We  are 
also  told  there  would  he  no  trade  for  yon,  should 
wc  suffer  your  ships  (o  leave  their  porta.  Then, 
why  this  great  solicitude  to^vevent  their  mIios? 
The  thing  would  work  its  own  cure,  if  left  (o  vi- 
olate iiself.  The  raerchaol  would  find  oDt  whe- 
ther he  could  prosecute  a  safe  and  beneficial  trade, 
and  the  underwriter  would  regulate  tt(e  anoaat 
of  the  risk ;  and  it  ought  lo  be  left  10  the  people 
lo  have  dominion  over  tbeir  own  properly.  The 
calculations  Which  have  been  made  (o  sImw  faow- 
liille  trade  could  be  prosecuted  are  very  falhcions. 
If  we  have  forty-eight  or  llfty  millions  otiamth- 
tic  produce  and  manufaciares  to  export,  the  arti- 
cles would  find  a  way  to  a  market,  and  tke  con- 
sumer must  ultimately  pay  the  expense.  Tb«i« 
is  Boothcr  eoBsideratioD  0!"^ very  great  iopa  ~ 
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to  every  part  of  ths  Uailed  SoUn — as  veil  ihote 
who  bave  articles  to  erport,  ■>  those  nbo  make  a 
profit  by  tbe  ezporiation.  All  the  articlei  of  ex- 
porlBlioD  in  ibis  countif  may  with  equal  facility. 
be  laised  in  other  coomriee,  where  the  btisiaesa  !■ 
as  weH  understood;  aod  there  is  no  precepior  equal 
to  thai  of  necessity.  Let  the  eoitoa  plan  ler,- the 
riee,  indisD,  and  those  who  make  tobacco,  as  well 
as  thoae  wbo  grow  wheat,  and  the  grazierjloak 
well  to  this.  They  have  pm  their  oiMtomers  to 
school,  and  a  faial  lesson  far  ibem'ihey  may  learo. 
Necessity  may  compel  them  to  iMrn  a  new  cdurw 
of  trade,  but,  when  learnt,,  it  may  (ake  the  eame 
oeeessity  tocaase  them  to  retrace  their  siepf'. '  The 
West  India  islaod*  may  be  as  well  supplied  by 
Spanish  Anerica  and  the  British  colonies  with 
lumber,  beef,  corn,  and  Gsh,  and  with  wheat  ft om 
Sicily  and'Afrieai  and  the  immense qnaatity  of 
cotton  which  may  be  imported'  from 'Brazil  and 
the  East  indies  ouaht  to  fill  the  mind  ofa  cotton 
planter  with  fearful  appreheDxiont ;  nod  as  to 
tobacco,  it  is  indigenous  to  all  soils  and  climates. 
What  B  singular  change  there  has  been  in  the 
world  in  the  eoane  of  little  mor«  than  n  twelve- 
month.  Britain  and  the  United  States  possesaed 
then  almostexclasiTelythe^oramerceor  the  ocean, 
bat  the  Uoited^ Slates  have  shut  tlipmselTeBUpiii 
their  shell,Bnd  magnanimously  yielded  their  ^hare 
to  the  Spaniards  and  PoMuguase.  '  A  commerce 
which  produced  a  revenue  of  upwards  of  sixteen 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  and  employed  nearly 
twelve  hundred  thousand  tons  of  ahippinr,  am' 
upward:  ofooe  hundred  thousand  teamen,  is  pre- 
sented to  them  gratis.  It  is  true,  our  commerce 
has  been  subject  to  inlerruplioni  and  spoliatinns; 
bnt  the  losses,  when  compared  to  the  profits^  have 
been  much  soialler  than  gentlemen  imagine.  If 
the  embargo  cannot  be  enforced  without  the  aid 
of  the  military,  this  alone  onght  to  be  a  eoffieient 
inducement  to  repeal  the  law;  for  nothing  can 
be  more  calatnilnos  lo  inaokind  than  a  militBry 
despotism!  It  isabsolutely  time  t  hi  ^  terrain  sys- 
tem was  abandoned)  it  ought  to  be  given  up  asB 
bad  job.  I  do  not  Wieve  it  has  been  productive 
of  any  good,  and  I  am  "morally  certain  it  canr  " 
now  prMDce  any.  The  idea  of  .making  war, 
of  coercing  a  foreign  nation  by  destroying  our  owo 
commerce,  has  ever  appettred  to  me  the  most  fal- 
lacioas  that  conld  well  be  conceived.  All  the 
evidence  we  bare  npob  the  subject,  proves  to  m 
atind,  mosr  clearly,  titat  we  have  greatly  ove 
rated  oar  raean&  of  coercion;  that  in  Francs  it  is 
not  felt,  andin  Borland  it  is  forgotten.  This  I 
believe  to  be  the  opinion  of  sensible  men.  The 
idea  of  coercing  Bn^and,  becmse  of  a  short  crop 
of  wheat  and  scarcity  of  cotton,  (s  very  ridicu" 
lous.  A  man  wbo  reasons  from  premiws  of  no 
better  foundation,  I  cannot  hetpiningioiflf,  most 
have  motives  which  I  do  not  comprehend.  Nei- 
ther do  I  believe  in  the  subjugation  of  Spain  by 
the  vast  armies  pouring  in  upon  them.  I  enter- 
taJD  DO  doubt  thai  a  very 'profitable  trade  may  be 
carried  on  with  that  gallant  nation ;  and  I  eonfess 
I  do  not  feel  so  cold-blooded  towards  ihrm  as  not 
to  wish  them  luocess  in  their  gloriotis  undertak- 
ing.    I  ahonid  i«lsb  the  embargo  off,  for  this  rea- 


son anion  g  others,  that  our  citizens  might  have  . 
an  opportunity  of  affording  them  some  a^sistince. 
and  thus  pay,  in  pari,  a  debt  of  gratitude — of  all 
Others  the  most  congenial  to  a  genemas  mind. 
The  argument  that  we  bad  better  sufiVr  our  ships 
ot  ^t  the  wharves,  and  our  produce  to  perish 
DUT  hands,  rather  than  carry  it  abroad,  far  fear 
should  overstock  the  laarket  and  reduce  the 
price,  I  shonld  expect-  from  a  school-boy  rather 
than  a  politician.  We  are  distressing  our  citizens, 
impoverishing  our  coaniry,  destroymg  our  reve- 
ruiningour  commerce,  shutting  our  bowels  of 
compassion  agiinst  a  noble,  valiant  nation,  sirug> 
gling  for  liberty  and  independence,  closing  the 
(emptes  of  justice  in  State  afler  State,  introduc- 
ing arbitrary  priaciptes  of  govetntnent  and  mili- 
tary despotism,  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple, violating  the  Constitution  in  its  most  essential 
principles — and  for  what?  In  the  porsiiit  of  a 
phantom.  We  might  as  well  imitate  the  cele- 
brated Knight  of  La  Mancha — arm,  cap  dpve,and 
Bttaeic  a  wind-mill.  Should  we  continue  this 
course  year  afteriyear  we  may  bring  on  in  the 
yonth  of  our  Oovemment  decrepit  old  age,  and 
by  this  improper  abstinence  emaciate  and  waste 
the  body  politic,  until  we  produce  a  dissolution  of 
all  its  members,  and  still  be  as  far  from  the  end 
proposed  as  when  we  began. 

It  has  been  said — and  there  is  great  propriety 
in  the  observation — that  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
danger  we  ought  to  rally  round  our  Qovernmenl. 
Every  man  will  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the 
maxim;  and  1  believe  there  are  no-people  more  pa- 
triotic, and  who  will  more  ready  rally  round  their 
Government,  in  a  just  causa,  than  the  people  east 
of  the  Hudson;  and  there  are  no  people  who  bet- 
ter understand  their  rights,  or  that  are  more  tena- 
cious ofthem.  And  they  are  too  independent  to 
give  their  approbation  of  B  measure  ofwhich  their 
consciences  do  not  approve.  A  rnajority  of  them, 
at  least,  think  ihetrTights  invaded  by  the  embargo 
system,  end  wish  a  change.  They  cannot  see  into 
the  policy  or  necessity  of  the  measura  j  they  think 
it  will  destroy  their  country,  and  be  the  means  of 
indnite  distress.  The  arbitrary  principles  intro- 
duced to  support  it  fill  their  minds  with  alarming 
apprehensions.  They  express  their  lentimenti 
TrEely  opon  it,  as  they  have  a  most  undoubted 
right  to  do.  The  most  that  can  be  said  by  gen- 
tleman wbo  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  is,  that 
they  are  in  fn  error.  If  they  are  in  sn  error,  it 
should  be  shown  by  coot,  dispassionate  argnment, 
and  not  by  intemperate  invective — by  an  addresa 
to  their  reason  and  understanding.  And  gentle- 
men will  consider  that  this  js  the  only  method  to 
convince  and  conciliate.  We  are  callad upon  fot 
asubstiiute  for  the  embargo.  The  answer  is,  that 
the  proper  subitiiute  fnra  bad  measure  (especially 
an  ODaoastitutional  one)  is  a  repeal  of  it.  When 
other  measure*  are  proposed  by  the  Execntive,  or 
by  order-of  this  House,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  gen- 
tlemen to  give  them  a  fair  and  attentive  eonsid- 
erKiion.  and  to  act  according  to  the  conviction  of 
their  Hoderstanding.  But  I  know  of  no  rule  which 
makes  it  expedient  for  the  minonty  to  introduce 
pTopbailions  of  this  natare,  which  with  propriety 
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ought  10  come  from  the  ExecuiiTe,  or  at  Leul  be 
produced  by  [h«  auibority  o[  ibe  House,  which 
the  toioariijr  cannot  be  tup  posed  lo  possess.  It 
ia  ibeir  right  aod  iacuoibeat  duly  lo  make  sucb 
objectioDs  as  appear  lo  ibem  nell  fouoded  ajtaiast 
any  measure  proposed,  and  for  tbeHous^  lo  judge 
of  their  reasoos  and  ar^umenis,  nhich,  lo  uader- 
Biaod,  must  be  dooe-wiih  a  spirit  of  candor. 

Mr.  MosELT. — Mr.  Speaker,  in  addreasiag  the 
House  at  this  tirae  1  shall  not  profess, ks  scTcral 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  hare  done, 
that  I  am  impelled  solely  by  a  seoie  of  duly.  Jo 
addition  to  this,  sir,  I  can  hardly  reconcile  it  to  a 
sense  of  civility  and  ihe  claims  of  humanity  to 
remain  lilenl.  when  I  perceive  so  many  gentlemen 
arouod  me  apparently  gaping  (lor  arguments. 

But,  sir,  if  I  mistake  id  this  pariinular,  ihc  lime 
I  must  coDsider  as  peculiarly  propiliouj.  After 
.  a  continued  confinemeai  for  mora  than  sizieen 
hours  within  the  walls  of  the  Capitol,  (li  being 
DOW  past  three  in  the  morning,)  and  without  any 
prospect  of  a  speedy  release,  1  think  Kenilevkea 
may  probably  begin  lo  bare  a  i^ore  feeling  sense 
than  tbey  have  before  experienced  of  the  effects 
of  a  permanent  embargo. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  gentlemen  who  hare 
been  uniformly  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  em- 
bargo will  be  against  any  acts  that  can  be  proposed 
for  ihe  purpose  of  euforeing  it.  But  if  tuoh  acts 
must  be  passed,  it  is  not  only  the  privilege  but  com- 
ports with  the  duty  of  eveiy  one  to  use  his  endea' 
Tor  to  have  them  as  uoeiceptionable  as  possible — 
tu  see  that  they  are  noijinnecessaiiiy  oppressiTe; 
and  abore  all,  that  they  do  not  infringe  upon  the 
CoDsiitutioDBl  right  of  ibe  citizen. 

Sir,  what  acts,  and  how  many  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  pass  in  order  to  enforce  obedience  to  ibis 
measure,  reiftains  yet  to  be  determined.  Since 
the  first  embargo  act  was  passed,  no  leas,  thaii 
three  supplementary  ac|s  hare  been  added  prior 
lo  the  one  now  before  us.  Still  the  embargo  is 
violated,  and  violated  to  such  a  degree,  say  its  ad- 
TOCBtes,as  to  prevent  all  the  good  effects  that  had 
been  anticipated  from  i(,  and  which  it  must  others- 
wise  hare  produced. 

Sir,  the  practicability  of  carrying  the 


For,  even  admitiing  (what  I  never  believed)  that 
the  embargo  might  hare  produced  all  the  won- 
derful effects  ibat  were  predicted  by  iL'<  authors — 
provided  it  could  have  been  enforced ;  yet.  if  this 
was  incompatible  with  the  nature  ol  things— if 
such  was  the  geographical  siiuatioil  of  our  couQ- 
try — such  the  habits,  dispoiiiions,  and  interests  of 
our  citizens,  ihat  obedience  to  it  was  not  ration- 
ally lo  be  expected,  unless  enforced  by  the  most 
rigorous-SLod  oppressive  measures,  (a«  was  urged 
ajuoDg  other  reasons  by  gentlemen  oppoaed  to 
the  act,)  it  furnished  good  ground  of  objeciioti.  in 
the  first  instance,  aijainst  passing  it,  and  must  op- 
erate with  increased  force  against  iiscoQiiouance, 
as  this  fact  becomes  more  confirmed  by  expe- 
rience. 

Sir,  in  vain  do  you  extend  your  penalties  and 
multiply  your  statuiei.    The  more  arbitrary  and 


oppressive  you  make  ihem,  the  more  obnoxious 
they  will  become,  and  the  more  difficult  it  will  be 
(o  carry  them  into  execution.  In  oue  point  of  view, 
Mr.  Speaker,  1  cannot  but  regard  the  present  bill 
with  some  degree  of  complai^ney,  notwithstand- 
ing its  odious  and  detestable  features.  I  do  con- 
sider this  biil  as  containing  more  conclusive  ar- 
guments agaiast  ihe  continuaDee  of  the  embar- 
go than  any  which  have  been  offered  upon  this 
Eoor— and  1  have  listened  with  ple&sure  to  many 
very  able  and  eloquent  ones.  This  is,  iodeed, 
full  of  argummtum  ad  hominem.  This,  ^r,  pre- 
sents to  the  pcopln  arguments  which  they  most 
boiti  understand  and  feel.  If  it  has  come  to  this, 
either  that  youi  embargo  syuem  must  be  ^b«ndoD- 
ed  and  given  up,  or  enforced  by  suefaaots  as  this ; 
the  people,  1  presume,  will  not  be  long  tn  ilecid- 
ing  the  question.  Why,  sir,  even  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Coeoecticiil,  who  have, been  go  highly 
complimented  for  their  obedience  to  the  laws, 
could  batdly  be  expected  to  submit  patiently  to 
the  arbitrary  and  vexatious  provisions  of  this  bill. 
And  here,  sir,  whilst  it  ,is  upon  rov  miud,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  express  mj  acknowtedgmeni  lo  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee '(Mr.  G. 
W.  C^MfBELL)  for  the  epcoipium  which  be  has 
been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  ifaeState  of  Connec- 
licut,  from  whicb  I  am  a  .tepresentative.  That 
gentleman  observed  that  the  Slate  of  Connifctl- 
cut,  although  distinguiahed  for  tia  general  disap- 
probation of  the  measures  of  the  present  AdmiD- 
islraltoQ,  was  no  less  so  for  its  uniform  obedience 
to  the  laws,  not  only  of  its  own,  but  of  (he  Gen- 
eral Qoveram,ent.  The  remark  wai  particularly 
grateful,  becalise  I  believe  it  to  bf  just,  ^ud  be- 
cause it  is  so  rare  that  this  State  receives  any- 
thing like  compiendatioD  from  the  quarter  from 
whence  it  came.  I  have  somettmes  beard  gen- 
tlemen on  that  side  express  abeeevolenl  concern 
lest  the  liberties  of  the  State  should  be  lotl  for  the 

whelming  iaflueoce  of  the  clergy.  But  this  is 
the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  beard  even  on«  of 
it»  tUady  habUt  commended  within  the  w&lls  of 
this  House.' 

But  i;  cannot  escape  the  discernmeni  of  tttai 
and  every  gentleman  acquainted  with  the  human 
character,  that  the  same  honorable  aud  inielli- 
geot  spirit,  which  ordinarily  induces  a  prompt 
and  principled  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Gorent- 
ment,  is  not  easily  to  be.  Mjbdued  or  eo&trollrd, 
when  once  routed  to  resistance  by  auch  as  may 
be  deemed  unconstitutional  or  too  oppressive  lo 
be  borne.  Sir,  the  free  and  enlightened  citizens 
of  that  or  any  other  Stale,  st'e  not,l  presume,  yet 
prepared  to  bend  their  necks  to  the  yoke  of  mili- 
tuy  detipolism. 

1  had  contemplated,  Mr.  Speaker,mBkingsDme 
more  specific  objeelions  to  what  I  consider  ibe 
most  exeeptioDable  and  dangerous  provisions  of 
this  bill.  But  I.sbalJ  not  at  this  time  attempt  it. 
And  I  feel  the  less  disposition  to  do  il,  as  the  dif- 
lereol  sections  of  the  bill  have  be«i  so  ably  ind 
particularly  commented  upon  by  sever&l  grnile- 
meu  who  preceded  me.  If  whal  has  already  been 
I  urget]  is  not  juffieient  to  satisfy  this  House  of  the 
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«iireaie  impolicf  aod  JDJustice  of  passia^  this 
bill,  I  cerlimly  should  despair  of  doin2  ii.  Ii 
does  appear  to  me  that  it  baa  been  i:leHrlf  ahown 
ihal  this  bill  goes  to  subject  our  coasting  Itaile  to 
lestriclioDa  iu>l  only  rexaliaua  bat  ruinous.  To 
expose  the  persona  and  pioparty  of  our  citizens  to 
ianamerabie  insults  and  iujuriea,  wblleit  il'eprirea 
them  of  the  ordinary  means  of  redresi;  to  reader 
the  civil  luborilinate  to  ibe  iniliUry  power;  and, 
in  fine,  to  a  TiolaiioO'  of  some  of  the  tpoit  lacred 
piiociplet  of  the  CuDsiituIion. 

But,  say  g^nileinen,  if  the  embargo  ii  to  be  coa- 
tinaed,  it  muit,  at  all  ereDls,  be  eofctrced  ;  anJ 
the  momeDt  the  etahzigo  ce>sei  you  mutt  hav; 
war.  I  know  thai  we  were  informed  U  an  early 
period  of  the  session  by  out  Cotnoiiltee  of  For- 
eign telatioDa  that  ws  had  do  altrrnalive  but  em- 
bargci  or  war,  for  of  mbmisjiioo  I  sliall  say  notb- 
inc.  Too  mucb  hasalready  been  oaid  upon  tbat 
subject.  Sir,  I  coDsider  it  as  a  cause  of  very 
deep  reftret  ihait  we  should  be  reduced  to  ibig  de- 
plorable  dilemnia — thai  we  muit  either  have  a 
war  with  (rath  the  .belligerents,' or  a  eontiauance 
of  the  present -^yatepi. 

But  whsn  I  found  further,  by  that  report,  that 
the  policy  pointed  out  was  to  ^rsist  iu  the  enl- 
bargo  utitil  its  ineGGciency  should  befnlly  pror- 
ed — Bind  that  the  eviilence  oi  this  fact  was  daily 
sccuniulaiiag,  none  could  deny — it  really  re- 
mirided  me  cf  ibt;  sage  advice  wtkicb  I  once  knew 
T«y  generally  given:  tbat  of  two  evils,  it  was 
besc  to  choose  theta  both,  and  then  you  would  be 
sure  to  have  tbe  right. 

But  1  would  ask-gentlemen  who  are  continually 
procIaiiDJng  iliat  war  oi  embargo  are  our  only  al- 
lernatiTeN,  whether,  incase  we  should  not  be  able 
10  accomplish  osr  wishes,  and  bring  our  enemies 
to  terms  in  that  way.  we  are  again  lo  have  re- 
coarse  to  embargs  I  Yes,  I  am  answered  by  an 
honarable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ci-at,)  from  Vii- 
gjnia.  Very  well,  sir,  then  I  understand  the 
Bjiiem,  and  I  imagine  by  the  lime  we  ahalt 
have  rung  the  changes  of  embargo  and  war  and 
war  and  embargo  for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  what- 
eTer  oar  wise  politicians  and  philosophers  may 
(bink,  otiT  poets  and  bards  will  at  least  have  done 
singing  "  Hail  Columbia,  happy  land!"  But,  sir, 
Ido  noi  believe  in  tbe  necessity  of  either  of  ihese 
alteraativei.  War  may  be  held  up  in  ierrorem 
to  recoDcile  tbe  peo(rie  ib  a  continuance  of  the 
embargo ;  and  this,  I  hare  the  charity  to  believe, 
is  all  that  is  meant,  by  iheconslant  clamor  which 
is  made  upon  that  subject. 

I  have  always  cherished  a  belief  that,  although 
in  theeitraordicary  conflict  in  which  Great  Brii- 
alD  bas  been  engaged — a  conflict,  as  she  says,  for 
her  existence — she  may  have  been  too  regardless 
of  our  righis  as  a  neutral  nation,  and  has,  doubt- 
less, done  us  many  wrongs,  yet  that  an  amicable 
and  hnnorabJE  adjustmeuL  might  have  been  had 
of  all  our  differences.  The  door  of  concilialion 
is  still  open,  and  it  is  no  less  far  her  interest  to  be 
oa  friendly  terms  with  us  than  it  is  for  ours  lo  be 
at  peace  with  her. 

As  to  France,  we  bare  little  to  fear  from  bet  in 
tbe  present  slate  of  things.    And  whether  we  are 


war  or  peace  with  her  will  make  nc  difference 

ber  treaimeal  of  us.  When  she  is  disposed  to 
take  our  properly,  and  can  lay  her  hands  upon  it,  ' 

pretext  will  not  be  wanting.   The  most  solemn 

eaties.  we  hare  aiifple  proof,  afford  no  security. 

Sir,  i  believe  tbat  the  embargo  might  be  taken 
T  without  necessarily  involving  us  fti  a  war,  or 
suWciing  ns  lo  dishonor. 

bat  we  miicht  have  some  commerce  which 
lid  not  be  affected  etlherby  the Britisb  Orders 
^onncil  or  tbe  French  I>ecrees,  is  not  denied. 
With  respect  to  iheexteniof  ibis  commerce,  there 
existi  a  difference  of  opinion.  But  I  am  persuad- 
ed it  wonld  be  much  more  considerable  than  many 
fenilemen  are  willing  to  concede.  At  all  events, 
am  disposed  to  make  tbe  experiment.  I  am  at 
east  for  giving  the  nation  a  breathing  spell.  In- 
iiead  of  addine  another  link  to  tbe  chain,  lam  for 
breaking  the  shackies  which  we  hare  already  im- 
posed upon  our  commerce.  Our  affairs,  I  have 
DO  doubt,  wuuld  soon  Bssnme  a  ler)^  different  as- 
pect. Our  enierfrising  citizens  would  extend 
tbe  commerce  Ot'  out  country  far  beyond  our 
present  ezpeciaiiotis ;  and  through  tbe  channel  of 
that  commerce  our  revenue  would  again  be  re- 
ived. The  body  politic  would  he  inrigoraled, 
individual  industry  enoouraged,  aod  the  nation 
in  some  degree  restored  to  its  fotmer  prosperous 
and  flouriiliiog  state.  But  so  long  as  you  con- 
;  this  deadly  embargo,  so  long  you  can  ex- 
pect nothing  but  an  increase  of  the  distresses  and 
plaints  of  your  citizens.  And  this  may  not 
11.  It  becomes  gentlemen  who  appear  so  zeal- 
ously determined  to  pass  and  enforce  (he  provis- 
ions of  this  bill,  well  to  consider  the  hazardous 
experiment  they  are  about  making,  lest  the  blow 
which  they  are  aiming  at  the  libetties'of  a  gen- 
erous and  enlightened  people  should  recoil  upon 
ibeir  awn  head,  and,  instead  of  producing  the  tub- 
miasion  which  is  expected,  should  prostrate  the 
power  of  fhe  Administration. 

Mr.  Gjiiidenieh  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dana  moyed  to  strike  out  the  11th  section, 
asfolicrws: 

"  And  be  il  further  macted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  such  other 
person  u  he  shall  have  empoirerod  for  tbat  purpose, 
\o  employ  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  or 
militia  of  the  United  Btstes,  or  of  the  Territories  there- 
of, as  rosy  be  judged  neceBary  in  confonpity  with  ' 
tbe  proiiiioDs  of  this  and  other  acta  respecting  the 
embargo,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  tbe  illegal  de- 
parture of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  detauiiiig,  taking 
posaesaion  of,  and  kreping  in  custody,  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, or  of  taking  into  custody  and  guarding  any  specie, 
or  articles  of  domestic  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture ;  and,  also,  tor  the  purpose  ofpreverilingsnd  sup- 
preiaing  any  armed  or  liotaus  assemblage  of  penona 
resiating  the  cuatom-house  ofGcen  in  the  eiercise  of 
their  duties,  or  in  any  manner  opposing  the  executian 
of  the  lana  laying  an  embargo,  oi  otherwise  violating, 
or  assisting  and  abetting  viDlatione  of  the  Eama  :" 

And  on  tbe  question  lo  agree  to  tbe  amend- 
ment, il  passed  in  tbe  negative — {'ens  31,  nays 
70,  as  follows: 

TiAS— EpapbrodituB  Champion,  Martin  Cbitteni 
den,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
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port,  jun.,  WiUism  EJj,  Barent  Gftrdenier,  Francis 
Oanlner,' Jame*  M.  Garnett,  Charles  GoJdBboroagh, 
Joba  HarrEa,  Ridjard  Jacbion,  Phihp  B.  Kef,  Joseph 
Lewis,  Jan.,  Edward  .St.  Lm  LiTennore,  MaUlivw 
LjQD,  Joaiab  Meit«ra,  William  MUnor,  Janathan  O. 
Moge!;,  I'imalh?  Pilliin,  Jun.,  Joetah  (juinc;,  John 
Ruuell,  JimeB.  Sloan,  Willinm  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturgea,  8amuel  Tags^rt,  Benjamin  Tallmadga,  JabeE 
Upham,  Philip  Van  CortUndC,  Nichols*  Van  Dyke, 
and  KillUn  K.  Van  GuiascUer. 

Njtb — Evan  Alviander,  Lemuel  J.  Altlon,  Willis 
Alaton,  jun.,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Bar- 
ker, Burwell  Baawtt,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilUam 
Blacklcdge,  John 'Blake,  jun.,  Ttiumae  Blount,  Adam 
Bojd,  John  Bajle,  Robert  Broura,  William  ButJtir, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbel!,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Cloplon,  Richard  (jutta,  Joiiah  Deane,  Joseph 
Deshs,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley,  Jamea  Pisk, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson.  jun.,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Heiater,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  John  G.  Jnohson,  Richard  M. 
JohnaOD,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Konan,  William 
Kiikpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Rotiert  Mu-ion,  John 
Montgomery,  Nichotia  R.  Moora,  Thomas  Moore,  Je- 
remiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas  Nenbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholaa. 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennajlrania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tanneaaee,  Jacob  Richards,  Mstlhias  Richard*,  Ebone- 
nezei  Seaver,  Samuel  8baw,  John  Smtlie,  Jedediah  K. 
Sinith,John  Smith,  Richard  Stanforti,  Clemiint  Slorei, 
John  Taylor,  George  M.  Tioup,  James  l.  Van  Alen, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jeaae  Wharton,  Robert  White- 
bUI,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R.  WiUiarai,  Alexander 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Upham  mored  to  adjourn— yeas  38. 

Messrs.  Gardnbb  and  Van  Dvkb  opposed  the 
bill. 

Four  o'clock. — Q,ue9iieD  on  its  ^ 
reading  decided— yeas  73,  nays  S9,  as  follo' 

Tsii — Lctnuel.  J.  Alaton,  Willis  Alatori,  jun.,  Eze- 
kiet  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Ba*- 
oett.  William  W.  Bibb,  WilUam  BUckledge,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloplon,  Richard 
Cutti,  Joaiah  Deone,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppea, 
WilUam  Findley,  James  Fiak,  Meahack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heiater, 
James  HoUand,  David  Holiuea,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Reuben  Hnmphreys,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M. 
Johnaon,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiab  Masters,  John  MonCgomeiy,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Roger  Nebion,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Hea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Hhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Mattbiaa  Richards,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Bhaw,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  gmith,  John  Smith, 
Richard "Sunford,  Clement  Storer,  Joseph  Story,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  Alen,  Daniel 
C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Roberr  Whitebill,  Isaac 
Wilbour,  David  R.  Williamo,  Alexander  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nits — Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  Willism  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier,  Francis 
Ulrdoar,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Gotdsborough, 
John  Harria,  Richard  JackMO,  Robert  Jrakins,  Joceph 


a  third 


Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  BL  Loe  Livermore,  Matlhetr 
Lyon,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Timolh; 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  RubmiII,  JametSloan, 
William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Blur^ea,  Samuel  Tb«- 
garl,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabei  Upham,  Nicbolu 
Van  Dyke,  andKUIian  K.  Van  Benaselaer. 

On  the  question  when  it  should  be  rend  a  third 
time.  Messrs.  Q,mNay,  Upbah,  Lton,  Gabdb- 
NLBR,  Aleeahder,  and  IAana,  spoke  in  faror  of 
Saturday,  and  Messrs.  NelboK'  and  Tatlob  far 

Mr.  Q,<iiNcr  called  'for  th«  ^eas  and  oaya  on 
the  motion  for  Saturday.     Mocion  toel — feas  35, 

nays  BS,  as  follows: 


John  Davenport,  jun,  Wiiliara  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Francis  Gardner,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charlee  Oolda- 
borough,  John  Harris,  Richard  Ja^son,  Robert  Jen- 
kina,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  8l  Loe  Livennore, 
Mat^iew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Josiah  Hastoa, 
WilUsm  MUnor,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moid;, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Josiab  Quipcy,  John  Ruaaell, 
James  Sloan,  Richard  Stanford,  WilUaoi  SlednaD, 
Lewi*  B.  Sturgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge, Jabei  Upbani,.PhiJip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nichola* 
Van  Dyke,  and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

N*IB— Lemuel  J.  AUlon,  Willia  Alston,  jun.,  Eie- 
kiel  Baron,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Barker,  BurweU  Baa- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blacklcdge,  John 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cs'lhoun,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clo^ton,  Richard' 
Cults,  Josiah  Deane,  Joseph  Deaba,  John  W.  Gppea, 
William  Findfey,  James  Piek,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  Iiaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heiiter, 
J^mes  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Beqjamin  Howard, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Wm.  Kiikpat- 
rick, John  Lambert,  Robert  Masion,  Jotui  Moatgomary, 
Nicholas  R.  Mooro,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeraffliah  Morrosr, 
Sogor  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Wilaon  C.  NiAolas,  John  Porter,  John  Ros.  of  Penn- 
sylv^ia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richarda, 
Matthias  Richards,  Ebenezei  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,, 
John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Clement 
Storer,  John  Taylor,  George,  M.  Troup,  James  L  Vaix 
■Alen,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck.  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert 
WhitebUI,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  B.  WiHiams,  Alexan- 
der Wilaon,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Half  past  6  o'cfaicfc.— Bill  read  the  third  time. 
On  the  guestioD,  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?"  Mr.  STSti- 
M*N  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays. 

After  some  observaliODifrooi  Messrs.  Mastebs 
and  ErPEB,  the  question  was  taken — yeas  71, 
nays  32,  as  follows: 

YiAa—Bvan  Aleiuider,  LaoiQel  J.  Alslon,  Willi* 
Alston,  jDD.,  Eiakiel  Bacon,  Datid  Baid,  Jois^  Bai- 
ker,  Burwell  Baasett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Willia« 
Blsokledge,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Joaeph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Ciay, 
John  Clopton,  Richanl  Cults,  Josiab  Deane,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jamea  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John 
Heister,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Ben>min 
Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Waller  Jonea,  Thamaa  Kaiian,  Wil- 
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litDl  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Nalhaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Manoa,  John  Mon^omerj,  Nicholai  R.  Moore, 
Thonu  Moore,  Jeremiah  Marron,  ieiai  Morrow,  Ro- 
ger NalMTi,  Thoma*  Nswbold,  Tbomu  Nawbin,  Wil- 
■on  C.  Nichola*,  John  PorUr,  John  Rea  of  PeBnijt> 
tenia,  John  Blie*  of]  Tannanea,  Jacob  Rkharda,  Mat- 
dilw  Ricbwda,  Ebeneier  SeaTM,  8emad  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  J.  K.  Bmilh,  John  Smith,  Clemsnl  Storer,  Jo- 
mmfit  Suttj,  John  Taylor,  Geoqe  M.  Tioup,  Jamea  I. 
Vta  Alen,  Daniel  C  Vcrplanok,  Jeue  Wnaiton,  Ro- 
bait  Wliitebill,  laaac  Wilbour,  David  B.  Williami, 
AlexuiileT  Wiiwin,  and  Bichard  Wiaii. 

NiiB — BpaphniilitUB  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Culpcper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  ■William  Ely,  Bnranl  Garcjenier,  Francis 
Gardner,  James  M.  Gnrnptt,  Chailca  Golilshorongh, 
John  Harris,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph 
Lewis,  iun.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew 
Ljon.Joiiah  Masten,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Monly,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jun.,  Joahh  Quinirr,  John 
RoHell,  James  Sloan,  Riefaard  Stanford,  William  Sted- 
man,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Saraael  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadgv,  Jabes  Upham,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Ni- 
cholas Van  Dyke,  and  Killian  K.  Van  RsnsMlaer. 

And  ihe  HousB  adjourned,  a  little  aher  day- 
light, till  Saturday.-  ^ 

S^TORUAY,  Janoarr  7> 

A  message  from  fh«8«DBt«  informed  the  Howie 
that  (he  8«Da(e  have  passed  a  bill,  eniitled  "  An 
ael  raabini^  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  two  wings  of  'the  Capitol  at  the  City 
af  WaHhinglOD,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  set  to  authorize  the  IMariae 
Insaraoee  Company  of  Alexandria  lo  alter  their 
style  and  firm,  and  to  insurn  against  ioas  by  fire ;" 
to  which  bills,  respect!  rely,  the  Senate  desire  the 
coDcorrence  of  this  House. 

The  SpBiEER  taid  before  the  Home  a  letter 
from  theSetretary  of  the  Treasury,  aeeompauied 
with  a  statemeat  of  the  tamn  anttually  raceired 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  Uatted  States  since  the 
comrtieiieemeat  of  proeeedings- under  iheCoD- 
Btiiution  ;  and  alsoji  statement  exhibititig  ihean- 
nml  amount  of  the  respeciive  branches  of  the 
custotns,  and  the  charges  thereon,  in  pmsuinee 
of  a  resolutton  of  ihls  House  of  the  twentielh  ul- 
tioio ;  which  were  rmd.  and  ordered  Ift  lie  od  tbe 
table. 

A  mesiafe  was  receited  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  itatmnilting  a  stntement  of  the 
works  of  defFOce  which  it  has  been  ihooght  ne- 
cessary to  pToride,  in  the  first  instaaee,  for  the 
■eeuriiy  of  oar  seaports,  towns,  and  harbors,  hnd 
of  the  progress  towards  their  corapletion.  The 
Meflsaee  anda  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wi 
the  soDject  of  fortifications,  which  aceotnpHDied 
the  same,  were  read,  and  referred  lo  the  commit^ 
tee  appoialed  the  elerenlh  of  November  last,  on 
so  much  of  the  Messase  from  itie  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
preaetii  seasion,  as  relate*  to  ibe  Military  atad 
Naval  Bsiablishitients. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

from  tbe  Beeretary  of  the  Treasary  eeeontpany- 

ing  his  report  oit  the  pettliou  of  Maty  Hiller  and 

lOtb  Cos.  Sd  Sbss.— 33 


Anne  Hampton,  referred  to  !iim  by  order  of  the 

"oQse,  on  the  thirtieth  uliimo ;  which  were  read. 

id    referred   to   the  Commiilee  of   Ways  and 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senatp  to  the  hill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  continue  in  foice,  for  a  further  titne, 
the  first  section  of  the  Bcl,  entitled  '  An  act  fur- 
ther to  pruteei  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  tbe 
United  States  against  the  Barbary  Foweis:" 
Whereupon, 


MILITARY  OFFICERS. 
.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  obcerTsd  that,  as  an  increaae  of 
our  military  force  seemed  to  be  contemplated,  it 
would,  no  doubt,  be  desirable  to  have  all  [nform»< 
lion  on  the  subject,  and  for  this  purpose  he  offeted 
the  following  resolution ; 

Suohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtM  b* 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  belbre  this  Honse  a  list  of 
the  names  and  number  of  officer:!,  and  the  number  of 
non-com misaianed  ofiicers,  musidaoa,  and  privatei, 
belonging  to  each  of  the  regin»nta  of  the  Uoiled  States, 
'ng  the  number  now  wanting  lo  complete  the  aamef 
also  a  list  of  the  names  and  numlwi  of  officers  ap- 
pointed under  an  act  of  the  last  session,  entitled  '*  An 
act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  ail  additional  military 
force,"  and  the  number  of  men  that  have  been  enlislfld 
pursuant  to  the  proriugn  o{  said  act. 

EVBssuggested  by  Messrs.  W.  Alston,Epfes, 
liQE  W.  Campbell,  Findlbit,  Dawsoh,  and 
A  of  Tennessee,  that  all  the  intbrmatlon  the 
gentleman  wished  might  be  had  by  him  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Department  of  War  j  and  that  aa 
official  statement  would  answer  no  other  good 
purpose  thsn  lo  expose  to  our  enemies  an  exact 
statement  of  the  amount,  and  precise  nature  of 
our  regular  force.  Such  a  tbiug  was  said  to  be 
unprecedented,  as  an  official  list  qf  the  names  of 
all  the  officers  of  a  nation  having  beeo  thus  com- 
municated IQ  foreign  Powers. 

Tbe  resolution  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
EXTRA  SESSION  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Smilie  offered  the  following  resolution : 

"  Raohed,  That  a  commitlea  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  tbe  propriety  of  providing  by  law  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress  at  an  earlier  period  than  the  first  Monday 
in  December  neit,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  three  hours  took 
place.  Of  this  debate  we  can  give  no  more  than 
sufficient  to  marl  il»  spirit. 

Mr.  Shilig  observed  thai,  on  reflection,  every 
gentleman  must  be  convinced  that  both  om  inter- 
nal and  external  situation  rendered  it  proper  that 
Congress  should  be  convened  earlier  than  the  usu- 
al time. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that,  as  the  Constitution  had 
giren  to  the  President  a  power  to  call  Congress 
whenever  he-shoaM  judge  it  expedient,  and  aa 
the  President  would  have  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations,  he  was  willing  to 
leave  the  power  with  him.  believing  that  if  ne- 
ecMary,  be  would  not  fail  to  exercise  it.    He  was 
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also  opposed  to  adopting  this  resolution  it  this 
time,  because,  in  six  weeks  heoce,   it  would  be 
time  enough  lo  propose  it. 
Mr.  SouTBABD  observed  that  the  resolutiop  bui 

fcoposed  an  ioquirj',  aod  no  one  would  commit 
imself,  bf  Toiing  for  it,  to  role  for  an  earlier 
meetiuK  than  usual. 

Mr.  Ddbell  was  opposed  to  this  resoluiioo  ;  for 
he  had  no  idea  of  closing  the  sessiou,  without 
taking  further  steps  in  regard  to  our  foreign  re- 
lalions. 

Mr.  Holland  tbought  the  resolution  whollf 
premature. 

Mr.  Tallhadoe  was  also  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lullon.  He  conceived  that  the  House  hid  better 
proceed  in  the  busiueas  which  lay  before  them. 
When  they  had  progressed  farther,  they  might  be 
much  belter  able  to  decide  this  question. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  that,  if,  instead  of  a  resolu- 
lioD,  this  was  a  bill  on  its  third  reading,  he  was 
leady  to  vote  for  it.  He  lamented  (bat  the  term 
of  serricE  of  the  present  Con^^ress  expired  as 
early  as  the  fourth  day  of  March.  He  wished  it 
10  meet  as  soon  after  as  praclicabie.  He  alluded 
to  the  Stale  of  Tennessee's  not  choosing  its  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  before  August.  He  satd 
it  would  be  an  embarrassing  thing  lo  convene 
Congress  before  the  GoTeroor  of  that  State  could 
convene  the  Legislature,  to  provide  for  an  earlier 
election,  aod  supply  the  representation  of  that  im- 
portant- State.  Admit  that  the  present  Congress 
were  to  declare  war,  no  geatleman  would  deny 
that  Congress  ought  to  convene  earlier  than  usu- 
al. If  it  were  not  done  this  session,  he  would,  long 
before  the  first  of  December,  give  his  vote  fur 
ehaoging  the  altitude  of  the  nation.  The  expe- 
riment which  we  were  now  malcine  would  have 
s  iusiifiable 


been  coniioued  t 
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;  before  that 
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Of  any  ,  .,  .. 

convene  Congress;  though  he  had  as  much  con- 
fidence in  the  person  whose  duty  it  would  be,  as 
Koy  one  man  ought  to  have  in  another. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  not  the  slightest  suspi- 
cion of  any  intention  in  the  present  Congress  to 
declare  war.  Even  the  inbabjtaots  of  Bedlam 
would  refu<«  to  concur  in  such  a  project.  He 
teally  had  no  idea  of  it.  He  wishea  the  country 
not  to  be  continually  alarmed  by  these  war 
apeeches.  Keep  out  of  war  if  you  can,  said  he; 
it  not,  go  into  it;  do  not  look  at  it,  and  proclaim 
it  as  30  horrible  a  thing.  He  was  in  favor  of  this 
tesoluiinn,  because  it  was  for  an  inquiry ;  and  be 
might  possibly  vote  for  the  bill  when  reported.  ' 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLtAHB  opposed  the  resalulion. 
Everyciicumstance,  he  said,  showed  that  Great 
Britain  predicated  her  measures  on  an  idea  of 
our  want  of  stahjiity.  He  wished  not  to  accotn- 
plish  her  eipectalions  by  an  early  session.  If  the 
extra  session  were  proposed  with  a  view  lo  war,  it 
was  extremely  injudicious;  if  with  a  view  to  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo,  it  was  equally  injurious,  as 
it  indicated  to  our  enemies  the  period  at  which 
one  measure  should  commence,  or  the  other  ceaae. 
He  wished  to  hold  do  to  the  embargo ;  he  hdd 
no  doubt  of  it*  proving  effectual.    If  any  change 


of  our  sitaation  should  take  place,  the  Constitu- 
tion had  vested  in  the  head  of  oDr  foreign  rela- 
lions  a  power  to  call  Congreas. 

Mr.  Stobt  had  no  idea  of  the  molution  pro- 
dnciog  the  effect  anticipated  by  Mr.  Williams. 
He  would  be  the  last  man  lo  doobl  the  ability  or 
integrity  of  the  Administration;  but  why  throw 
the  responsibility  on  his  shoulders?  Why  ahrink 
from  it  themselves  %  When  they  alone  were 
rested  with  the  power  to  deelate  war,  why  not 
listen  to  the  warning  voice  of  Providence,  attend 
at  their  posts,  and  prepare  a  whole  system  which 
should  call  fortheaetive  co-operation  of  thepeople? 
DidCoQgressmean  tosay  ihattheembargoshonld 
be  eo-existent  with  the  Orders  in  Council  1  that 
it  was  to  endure  forever  7  He  trusted  and  be- 
lieved ihat  this  was  not  thesentiment  of  any  geo- 
tleman  who  occupied  a  aeat  on  thia  floor.  The 
time  was  fast  approaching  when  this  oaeaiure 
must  give  way  to  one  of  a  more  energetic  char- 
acter. And  he  distinctly  iinuerstood  that  it  waa 
contemplated  that  Congress  should  convene  al  an 
early  period  for  discussing  thia  subject.  W«* 
Great  Britain  so  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
subject  as  not  to  know  that  this  body  bad  the 
power  to  declare  war?  Qertainly  not.  So  far, 
then,  as  the  call  of  an  extra  session  could  inBu- 
ence  Great  Britain  aod  France,  it  would  go  far  to 
convince  tKem  that  submiuion  would  not  be  the 
course  of  men  whose  hearts  were  in  their  coun- 
try, aod  who  had  ttteir  country  in  their  hearts. 
Mr.  3.  made  some  remarks,  tending  to  show  that 
ibe  councils  of  the  mother  country  were  not  guided 
by  the  cool  dictates  of  reason.  When  Great  Brit- 
ain lost,  as  a  great  statetman  had  observed,  "  tbe 
brightest  jewel  of  the  British  Crown,"  the  helna 
of  State  was  under  the  guide  of  an  able  ministry, 
but  who  took  council  of  their  passions  rather  than 
of  their  rea^n.  No  dependence  was,  therefore, 
to  be  placed  on  her  sense  of  justice  or  interest. 
We  must  resort  at  last,  to  the  vitima  ratio  t9- 
gttm,  and  we  ought  to  prepare  for  it. 

Mr.  BtBB  wished  foreign  nations  to  know  that. 
unless  they  changed  theJt  measures,  we  woala 
adopt  some  other  measure.  He  wished  the  reso- 
lution to  be  adopted,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
Suiea  might  know  that  the  time  was  not  far  dis- 
unt  when  a  change  of  meaanres  would  tak« 
place. 

Mt.  G.  W.  Campbell  was  io  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution. He  wished  the  nation  lo  understand  that 
its  Representatives  would  meet  here  at  an  early 
period  J  that  they  would  meet  the  day  oi  danger, 
and  be  ready  to  take  stronger  measure*.  He 
cared  not  how  soon  foreign  nations  knew  it.  It 
was  high  time  that  they  should  know  it.  Mr.  C. 
advened  to  Mr.  Dama'b  observations,  in  relation 
to  the  madness  of  the  idea  of  the  present  Con* 
gress  decUring  war.  He  observed  that  the  gen- 
tleman httd  but  a  few  days  ago  voted,  that  the 
nation  could  not  submit  to  the  edicts  of  the  belli- 
gerents.  The  gentleman  had  alio  expressed  an 
opinion,  that  the  attack  cD  the  Chesapeake  was 
cause  of  war.  He  could  not,  therefore,  suppose 
that  to  resist  by  war  these  accumulated  iojuiiva 
wottid  appear  strange  to  ttie  gentleman. 
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Mr.  Taoupwas  ia  fftrorof  the  lecolutian.  He 
legretled  not  anf  efiecl  it  would  have  on  Toreign 
natioDs.  If  Great  BritaJQ  had  ralher  have  war- 
thao  embargo,  sai4  be,  let  her  have  it;  aod  let 
bei  see  that  we  can  be  as  formidable  id  her,  as  ao 
adremrT  id  war,  as  we  are  as  a  riTal  id  peace. 

Mr-.BAOON  supported  the  resaliniaii.  He  said 
he  had  siTeo  tales  at  the  present  aessioD  which 
he  sboutd  have  given  with  veluclBoce,  but  for  the 
belief  that  an  extra  leasion  would  taka  place  ;  and 
measures  were  now  pending  before  ine  House, 
for  wbieh  he  shootd  vote  witbreluciaoce,  but 
under  this  eipeetation. 

Mr.  Epfbb  said  be. was  not  fot  adhering  to  the 
embargoUDtil  Decembeij  be  did  not  believethat  it 
woald  comport  with  the  honor  or  interest  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  adhere  lb  it  go  long.  He  had 
declarei]  by  bis  vote  that  he  would  net  repeal  the 
embargo  on  the  fourth  of  March,  and  be  was  still 
of  the  same  opinion.  Bnt  long  before  the  first  of 
December,  be  said,  he  should  he  prepared  to  sub- 
stitute another  measure  in  its  place. 

Mr.  J.  J&oceoN  exprased  nearly  the  same  sen- 
timents  as  Mr.  Eppe3.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther it  would  be  proper  to  continue  the  embargo 
longer  than  the  fii^t  of  June. 

Mr.  Dahi.  obaerred,  that  this  nation  would 
ncTei  go  to  war,  eicepl  the  objects  for  which  it 
wcDt  to  war  were  disiinettf  marked  and  defined  ; 
because  a  war  would  not  otherwise  be  popular : 
and  a  war  declared  by  this  GoverDment,  to  he  ef- 
fectual, must  bt  followed  by  the  general  sense  of 
the  people. '  Mr.  D.  examined  some  of  the  points 
in  coDtroversy,  and  made  some  observations  in 
relation  to  the  principle,  that  the  Amerioan  flag 
shoold.prolect  all  pers(iQs  sailing  under  it. 

Mr.  ALEXirtDEB  moTed  that  tbe  resolution  lie 
on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Tayi^or  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 
The  invasion  of  Canada  could  not  be  authorized 
witboQt  an  extra  semion,  nor  regular  force  suffix 
eieni  for  offensive  operations  be  organized.  The 
abject  for  which  the  nation  might  now  justly  go 
to  war  was  sufficiently  defined:  The  gentleman 
himself  (Mr.  Dana)  had,  bf  his  vote,  declared  it, 
and  tbe  nation  had  followed  their  Represeataiives 
in  the  declaration. 

Mr.  NtcaoLAB  said  he  had  thotight,  and  stitl 
believedj  the  embargo  to  have  been  the  best  raea- 
Mire  which  could  hare  been  adopted.  It  had  an- 
swered every  pnrpose  as  a  precautionary  measure ; 
and  he  believed  it  would  have  operated  eoercively 
on  tbe  priacipal  aggressor  on  oUr  rights,  and  in 
saving  so  he  liad  no  fear  of  being  accused  of  un- 
due partiality,  if  every  man  ia  the  nation  had 
be«n  faithful  to  his  country,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  cireumstancea  which  we  eould  not  control. 
Tfaoae  who  had  violated  the  embargo,  those  who 
had  eneauraged  violations  of  it,  he  said,  were  re- 
sponsible for  its  failure,  if  it  did  fail ;  those  who 
told  the  people  that  it  was  to  subserve  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Soaib  i  that  it  was  intended  to  destroy 
ComiDeree  and  promote  manufactures.  Nothinr 
bat  extreme  ignorance  could  have  produced  suci 
an  idea;  for  mauufacturea  neither  did  nor  couli 
exi»t  to  any  extent  in  the  eanntry  whose  interests 


were  said  to  hare  been  intended  to  be  promoted. 
He  thought  that  Congress  ought  to  meet  about 
the  15ih  of  May  or  1st  of  June ;  that  the  em- 
bargo ought  to  be  continued  until  the  eouatijr 
was  iu  a  State  of  defence,  and  until  means  of  of- 
fence were  at  hand. 

The  question  on  the  resolution's  lying  on  the 
table  was  negatived — ayes  19.  The  question  on 
the  resolution  was  carried — 63  to  21. 

MoiiDAY,  January  G. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  John  Rowan,  from 

CeutDcky,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  tfaa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stohy, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to 
this  House,  authorizing  the  traits  mission,  by  mail, 
free  of  postage,  of  the  President's  Me»age  of  the 
iweoty-ihird  of  December  last  past,  and  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  same,  which  have  been 
printed  by  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell, 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Commiiiee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  tbe  thinieih  of 
December  last,  a  petition  of  sundry  mariners,  late 
masters  and  mates  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Portland,  in  tbe  district  of  Maine,  Be  discharg- 
ed from  the  consideration  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Marsham 
Waring,  and  others,  inbab.itanu  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  all  executions  which  hara 
been  or  may  be  awarded  against  tbe  petitioners 
and  other  inhabitants  of  tbe  said  District,  may  be 
stayed  during  the  eonliouance  of  the  embargo 
and  non-intercourse  laws  of  tbe.  United  Stales } 
or,  that  such  other  relief  may  be  afforded  in  tbe 
premises  as  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Con- 
gress shall  seem  meet. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Nelbon.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm, 
disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  late  and  present  Army  of  the  United 
States,  reported  several  amenttmepls  thereto} 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ment  of  the  Senate  to  thesecond  amendment  pro- 
posed by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  tbe  Seit- 
aie,  enlilled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on 
revenue  bonds,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  othei 
purposes:"  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

NAVIGATION  LAWS. 

Mr,  Dana  said  that,  by  the  present  laws  of  the 
United  Slates,  it  was  not  necessary  that  an  Amer- 
ican vessel  should  carry  a  single  American  sea- 
man. His  object  was  to  make  some  provision 
directly  for  the  interest  of  American  seamen, and 
which  might  incidentally  contribute  to  iheir  pro- 
tection at  sea.    He  wished  to  make  it  the  inter- 
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est  of  AmcrJcao  merchanis  to  employ  Ai 
geamen.    And,  wiih  tbese  views,  lie  ofleied  (he 
foliowing:  resoluiion :  . 

Raolvtd,  Tbat,  for  tbe  beneSt  of  the  eeiunen  of  the 
United  Ststea,  it  a  proper  to  mike  provision  that  Ame- 
Tican  registered  Teasels,  after  a.  tioiG  to  be  limit/'d  by 
law,  Ehall  not  continue  Id  enjoy  the  benefilg  and  priyi- 
leges  or  AmericBii  vcEaela,  unless  some  of  the  mariners 
on  board  Iha  aame  aball  be  citizena  of  the  Uoited 
States. 

Mr.  D.  obserTed  thai,  duritig  Ae  present  sus- 
pension of  DBTJgation,  it  miglii  be  proper  to  adopt 
re^o'siions  of  a  permaoeDi  nature,  logo  ioio 
effect  whenever  it  was  resumed.  He  moved  a 
reference  of  the  tesolution  to  a  select  commiiiee, 
with  liberty  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  the  auggeslion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williims, 
with  (he  coDsent  of  Mr.  D4SAj  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dana  then  observed  that  he  "wished  to  as- 
ceTtain  ihe  whole  number  Of  naturalized  seamen 
in  the  Uoited  Stales.  He  believed  that,  in  the 
annual  returns  of  seamen  registered,  a  distinction 
was  made  between  native  and  naiuralized  Gea- 
men. He  conceived,  therefore,  that  the  following 
resolution  would  enable  him  lo  attain  his  objedt : 

Raohsed,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed 
io  lay  before  this  House  a  etatement  of  the  whole 
number  of  persons  born  In  foreign  countries,  and  le- 
gally admitted  citizens  of  the  United  States  by  natural- 
liation,  nho  have  been  registered  as  American  seamen 
md  returued  as  such  lo  the  Department  of  Btale,  ac^ 
Cflrding  lo  the  lists  collected  by,,the  collectors  of  the 
cntloma,  in  puriDance  of  the  law  ivlativa  to  the  rvlief 
•nd  protection  of  American  leamen. 

The  tesotutidn  was  aereed  lo. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Tbe  amendmeais  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sent 
fVom  the  Hou^e  for  employing  an  additional  num- 
ber of  seamen  and  marines,  were  taken  up.  [The 
amendmenta  propose  the  inimediaie  arminst,  man- 
ning, doc,  all  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States.] 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbell  expressed  n  hope  thai 
the  House  would  disagree  to  the  amendments. 
The  President  was  already  auihorized  by  law  to 
fit  out  these  vessels,  whenever,  in  bis  opinicn,  the 
public  service  should  require  it;  and  the  expense 
vhich  would  attend  them  was  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment against  ii,  if  no  urgent  occasipn  ezitled  for 
their  service,  which  he  believed  did  not, 

Mr.  Stobt  enterlsined  a  very  diflerent  opinion 
from  Ibai  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  In 
ease  of  war  (here  must  be  some  ships  of  war  of 
one  kind  or  other;  and  it  wonld  take  six  months 
at  least  to  prepare  all  ourships  for  service.  At 
present  they  were  Tolling  in  the  docks.  If  it 
were  never  intended  to  use  them,  ii  would  be 
better  lo  burn  them  at  once  ifaan  to  sufTir  them 
to  remain  in  their  pre!<eni  situation.  He  believed 
if  out  at  sea  they  might  be  useful  and  wouM  be 
well  employed.  Why  keep  them  up  at  this  place, 
whence  they  could  not  get  out  of  ihe  river  per- 
bapa  in  three  weeks  or  a  month?  He  believed 
that  a  naval  force  would  form  the  mosi  effectual 


proteciion  to  our  seaporta  that  could  be  devised. 
Part  of  our  liille  navy  was  suffered  to  rot  in  the 
docks,  and  the  other  part  was  scarcely  able  u> 
Veep  the  ocean.  Could  not  a  single  foreign  frig- 
ate enter  almost  any  of  our  harbors  now  and  bat- 
ter down  our  lownsl  Could  not  even  a  single 
gunboat  sweep  some  of  them?  Mr.  S.  said 
he  could  not  conceive  why  gentlemen  should 
wish  lo  paralyze  Ihe  strength  of  the  nation  bf 
keeping  back  our  naval  force,  and  now  in  particu- 
lar, when  many  of  our  native  seamen  (and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  thatfrom  his  own  knowledge  he 
spoke  it)  were  starving  in  our  ports.  Mr.  S. 
enumerated  seme  of  the  advantages  which  this 
country  possessed  in  relation  lo  naval  force.  For 
every  ship  which  we  employed  qq  our  coasts,  he 
said,  any  foreipin  nation  must  incur  a  double  ex- 
pense to  be  able  to  cope  with  us.  The  truth  was, 
that  gentlemen  -well  verxed  in  the  subject,  had 
calculated  that  it  would  require,  for  a  neei  eom- 
peteol  lo  resist  such  a  naval  force  as  the  United 
Siaie^  might  without  difficulty  provide,  four  or 
Qve  hundred  transport  ships  to  supply  them  with 
provisions,  the  expense  of  which  alone  wonid  be 
formidable  as  a  coercive  argument  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  wished  it  to  be  shown,  however  small 
our  naval  .force,"  that  we  do  nut  undervalue  it,  or 
underrate  the  courage  and  ability  of  our  seamen. 

Mr,  Cook  followed  Mr.  Stobt  on  the  same 
side  of  the  queslion.  He  compared  the  nation  lo 
a  fortress  on  which  an  attack  was  made,  and  the 
garrison  of  which,  instead  of  guarding  the  portal, 
ran  upon  the  battlements  to  secure  every  stnall 
aperture.  He  thought  ibeir  attention  should  first 
be  directed  lo  the  gales,  and  thai  a  naval  force 
would  be  the  mosI  efficient  defence  for  our  ports. 

Mr.  D..R.  WiLLiAUB  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  araeodmeDU. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  raising  a  naval  force  foi 
the  purpose  of  resisting  Great  Britain,  wonid  be 
attacking  her  on  her  strong  ground.  If  we  were 
to  have  a  war  with  her  on  the  ocean,  it  could  only 
be  carried  on  by  distressing  her  trade.  Neither 
did  he  believe  that  tbese  vessels  of  war  would  be 
of  any  effect  as  a  defence.  Tiiey  did  not  consli* 
tule  the  defence  on  which  be  would  rely.  If  we 
had  a  navy,  it  would  form  ibestrongest  temptation 
for  attack  upon  our  por.lsand  harbors.  If  Den- 
mark had  possessed  no  navy,  Copenhagen  would 
never  have  been  attacked.  Tbe  only  way  in 
which  we  could  carry  on  a  war  on  the  otiean  lO 
advantage,  Mr.  8.  said,  would  be  by  our  enter- 
prising  citizens,  giving  (hem  sufficient  encourage- 
ment. Were  we  to  employ  a  naval  force  in  case 
of  war,  it  would  but  furnish  our  enemy  with  an 
addilion  to  her  navy,  He  hoped  the  House  would 
disagree  to  the  amcDdmenta  of  the  Senate  and 
appoint  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  Dana  said  thai  ihe  amendments  sent  frooi 
the  Senate  presented  a  oue^tioa  of  no  small  im- 
poriance  to  the  nation.  Without  expressing  any 
opinion  on  the  question,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
at  least  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  discussed  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Coming  from  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  l>eing  so  in- 
leresting  to  the  nation,  he  wished  that  it  might 
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be  diMussedfiirlf  ftDdfullf  jaad,  iberefare,  mored 
a  refereqce  to  a  Commiiiee  of  tbe  Whote. 

Messiii.  Dana,  Tallmadoe,  and  Stobt,  argeA 
a  refercoee  to  a  Commiitee  of  ibe  Whols,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  impoitance  -of  the  subjeci,  on 
which  a  full  disciiasinn  would  be  proper;  aad 
Messrs.  Macon,  Q.W.  Campbell,  and  Holland, 
opposed  it.  because,  the  aeamea  proposed  by  the 
original  bill  were  now  wanted,  apd  toe  subject  of 
the  ameadmeni  was  already  referred  to  a  Com- 
miitee  of  the  Whote  ina  distiocl  bill.  Motion 
loii,  58  to  55. 

Mr.  Macon  obserred,  that  the  inimedtate  n- 
jwitse  of  this  arrangement,  ifaneed  to,  ^ould  be 
at  Least  five  or  six  millions  of  dollafi,  and  but 
four  hundred  thousand  were  appropriated, by  the 
bill.  When  he-compared  [his  bill  with  tbe  report 
of  a  select  committee  made  loihe  House  of  Rep- 
reseniaiives,  he  aaid  he  was  aitopisbed.  A  part 
of  that  report  was  a  letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  wbicb  the  rery.number  (two  thou- 
aand)  coutaiued  in  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this 
House,  was  desired.  Mr.  M.  adverted  lo  the 
observaiioD  of  Mr.  Stohv,  that  it  w.ould  coat 
GteaLBritaia  as  much  to  kefp  one  frigate  as  it 
would  cost  us  to  keep  two.  He  thoughuhe  ex- 
pense would  be  about  equal.  The  expense  af  the 
Iran  sports  tioa  of  provisions  would  be  counter- 
balanced by  the  diSerene^  of  expense  betweeir  (he 
Day  of  tbe  British  and  American  seamen,  tbe 
latter  being  double  of  the  former  generally.  He 
objected  to  this  bill  from  the  Senate  because  no 
estimale  accompanied  it.  He  thought  they  would 
go  far  enough  if  tb^y  gave  the  departments  all 
that  they  aslied.  This.H()Use  had  indeed  as  much 
light  to  Judge  of  the  force  requisite,  as  any  other 
department;,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  be  called 
upon  to  supply  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation, 
which  never  failed  to  occur  even  iu  the  ordinary 
appropriations  for  the  Navy  Department.  Oive 
tbe  four  hundred  thousand  doJIars  asked  for,  and 
the  deficit  in  |be  appropriation  will  be  al  least  (en 
times  the  amount  of  the  sum  appropriated. 

Mr.  Cook  contended  sireuaously  in  iavor  of  a 
naval  force.  He  detailed  tbe  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  the  nation  from  a  few  fast  sail- 
ing frigates.  He  said  they  were  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  defence.  He  expatiated  on  ibe  diffi- 
culty with  which  any  foreign- Power  eonid  main- 
Mr.  H01.1.AND  did  not  profeu  lo  have  much 
knowledge  on  this  subject,  but  he  said  it  did  not 
require  much  lo  overthrow  the  arguments  of  geo- 
tlemen  on  the  subject.  What  deface  a  few  frig- 
ates would  be  to  the  extensive  const  of  this  coun- 
try, he  could  Doi  understand.  There  certainly 
never  had  been  a  time  when  this  cotintry  should 
relv  on  a  maritime  force  as  a  sufficient  protection. 
Incfeed,  he  said,  if  yrt  had  fifteen  »r  twenty  or 
more  sail-of-the-line.  he  should  hesitate  much  be- 
fore be  would  go  to  war  with  Orest  Britain,  be- 
cause these  would  undoubtedly  he  lost.  Our 
power  of  coercion  ivas  not  on  the  ocean.  Great 
Britain  had  possessions  on  this  Continent  which 
were  valuable  to  ber ;  they  were  ia  the  power  of 
the  iliiited  Slates,  and  the  way  to  coerce  her  10 


respect  our  rights  on  water  would  be  attacking 
them  on  land.  He  said,  he  certainly  did  not  un- 
dervalue tbe  disposition  and  prowess  of  our  sea- 
men; and  it  was  because  he  valued  ibem,  that 
be  did  not  wish  ihem  to  go  into  an  unequal  con- 
test, in  which  they  must  certainly  yield.  Oen- 
tiemen  might  understand  naval  matters;  but  it 
was  tio  reasoo  that  ibey  should  therefore  U.ndet- 
stand  the  efficiency  of  a  naval  force.  There  was 
sufficient  evidence  in  history  to  warn  the  United 
States  against  it, 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  (he  bill  should  lie  on 
the  table  till  ibe  amendmeDls  of  the  Senate  could 
be  printed.  Motion  lost— yeas  40  nays  78,  as 
follows:  • 

Ykas — Evan  Alexander,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  William 


peper,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  John  Davenport;  jun.,  John 
Dawson,  William  Elj,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bsrent  Gar> 
denier,  CbsrtM  GoldsborDngh,  Issiah  L.  Green,  John 
Harris,  Willlun  Hslnu,  Ranben  Humphreys,  Hichard 
Jacksoni  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junioi,  Wiiliaai 
McCreery,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Roger  Nstson,  Jacob 
Rlcbttrds,  Samuel  Rikei,  John  Bowdui,  John  Rnasell, 
SamuiJ  Shaw,  James  Bloan,  Joseph.  Stoij,  Samnal 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tsllmadge,  John  Thompaon,  JabM 
Upham,  James  I,  Van  Alen,  Philip  Vsn  Cortlandt, 
Nicholas  Van  D;k«,  and  DaaUl  C.  Vorphmck. 

Naib— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Eiekiel  Bscon,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell  Basastt,  John  Btake,jr., 
Thomas  Blount,  John  Bojle,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwetl,  Joseph  Calhouil,  Georse  W.  Campbell. 
Matthew  CHay,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutis,  Josiah 
Deane,  Joseph  Deshs,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  Jamas  Bltiot, 
John  W.  Bppes.  Willisro  Findlej,  James  Fiak,  Fran- 
cis Osrdner,  James  M.  Oamett,  Thomas  Gholson,  Jr., 
James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Daniel  Ilsley,  John  G.  Jaokion,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
ThomaBlfensn,  William  Kirkpatrick,  EdwRrd  St.Loa 
Livermors,  Edward  Llojd,  John  Love,  Mstthevr  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marlon,  Josiah  Msalera, 
Willism  Hilnor,  D.  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgome- 
ry, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Hoore,  Jeremiah  Marrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gprdan  S.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Tbamaa  Newton,  Wibon  C.  Nicholais,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  John  Porter,  John  Pogb,  John  Sea  of 
Peno^lvania,  John  Rhespf  Tetuesaae,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Lemuel  Sawyer,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jed- 
ediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanlbrd, 
Wyiiam  Stedman,  Clement  Btorer,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea, 
Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M. 
Troup,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehiil,  Isaac  Wil- 
boai,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Na- 
than WilMn. 

Mr.  Tboup  said  he  rose  but  for  the  purpose  of 
staling  facts  which  struck  him  as  being  applica- 
ble to  the  subject  before  the  House.  He  referred 
cbiefiy  to  an  eitraot  of  a  tetter  written  to  himself 
and  publi:(hed  in  (he  paper  of  to-day.  [Mr.  T. 
ih«Q  read  (he  extract  which  appeared  in  (he  Na- 
tional Inteliigeecer  on  the  9th  ios(«nt.]  In  addi- 
tion  (0  these  facts,  letters  had  been  received,  in  (he 
course  of  this  morning,  containing  further  parlia- 
ulars,  which  he  begged  leave  lo  state  to  the  Houae. 
Afier.ibe  officer  (coiniBander  of  a  British  armed 
reasej)  had  been  forced  on  board  hi*  reiwl.  and 


dbyCoo^le 


1035 


HiaTOHY  OP  CONQKESS. 


1036 


Naval  Eataibluhment. 


jANnAHT,  1809. 


while  lying  in  our  walen  and  within  our  ioris- 
dielioD,  he  had  fired  Beveral  sbots  at  piloi-boais, 
passing  and  repassing,  had  been  very  &nusite,aad 
tbrefttened  the  town  with  what  he  called  ven- 

Scance;  and,  in  addition  lo  these  facli,  letters 
ad  reached  Savannah  from  Liverpool,  giving 
Mtisfactory  inrormaiion  that  vessels  of  fifieen  or 
twenty  guns  had  been  fined  oul  for  (he  purpose 
of  forcing  a  cetlon  trade  with  South  CarDiina 
and  Georgia.'  This  inrormation,  Mr.  T.  (Bid, 
csme  frooi  unqDestioodbU  authority.  And  it  was 
because  he  was  unwilling  thai  the  people  of  this 
country  should  looger  BUbmit  to  the  abuse  of 
British  nava^offieers;  because  he  was  unwilling 
Dlence  oi 


that  they  ■ 


fild  be  c 


y  British  commissioned 


)  ths  insolence  < 


puppy 


who  choi 


"7  -  ■'< 

insult  us;  because  he  was  uowiliing  (hat  atroed 
Tcsselsshouldtoroea  collon  trade,  whenevery  man 
knew  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Georgia 
would  treat  as  traitors  the  violators  of  the  embar- 
go ;  it  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  disposed  to 
vote  for  the  ameBdmenls  from  the  Senate.  The 
peat  ohjeetioD  which  had  been  taken 
was  the  etpenss  which  they  would  produce. 
Economy,  Mr.  T.  saidj  was  a  good  thing  I  "' 
of  peace  ;  but  if  this  contracted  spirit  of 

loy  predominated  in  our  war  councils,  if  n. 

forced  into  a  war,  so  help  him  Ood,  he  would 
Tathet  at  once  tamely  submit  our  honor  and  iod'* 
pendenee  than  maintaia  ibera  in  this  economic! 
way.    If  we  went  to  war,  we  ought  not  io  adopt 
little  measures  fur  the  porpose  of  executing  ihi 
with  little  means  i  neither  should  we   reiuse 
adopt  great  roeasures,  hecaase  they  could  not 
executed  but  With  errat  means.    It  was  very  true 
that,  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace,  calculation 
certain  extent  was  necessary;  but,  if  they 
resolved  on  an  object,  it  must  be  executed  at 
whatever  expense.  He  was  bo  advocate  for  stand- 
ing armies  or  navies,  generally  speaking ;  but,  in 
dischargiaghis  duties  here,  he  must  be  governed 
by  the  circumstances  of  every  case  which 'pre- 
sented itself  for  his  decision,  and  then  ask  him- 
self, Is  il  wise,  politic,  and  prudent,  to  do  this  or 
omit  that?    He  said  Ke  .would  never  go  back  to 

Jesterday  to  discover  what  he  had  then  said  oi 
one,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  he  should  now 
do  or  say.  Pblitical  conduct  must  depend  on  cir 
cumstancea.  What  was  right  yesterday  might 
be  wrong  to-day.  Nay,  what  was  right  at  Ibe 
moment  he  rose  to  address  the  House,  might,  ete 
this,  he  palpably  wrong.  Conduct  depended  on 
events,  which  depended  on  the  folly  or  caprice  of 
men;  and,  as  they  changed,  events  would  change. 
Il  might  have  been  a  good  doctrine  long  ago  that 
this  country  ought  lo  have  a  navy  competent  to 
cope  with  a  deiachmeut  of  the  British  navy;  It 
might  have  been  good  doctrine  then,  but  was 
■hocking  doctrine  now. 

At  that  time  England  had  to  contend  with  the 
navies  of  Russia,  Denmark,  Prance,  Holland, 
8pain,  dtc.  Now  England  was  sole  mistress  of 
the  ocean.  To  fight  her  ship  to  ship  and  man  to 
man,  and  il  was  impossible  that  centlemen  could 
think  of  fighting  her  otherwise,  if  they  fought  her 
at  all,  we  most  build  vp  a  huge  navy  at  an  Im- 


eipense.  We  must  determine  to  become 
rrTcultural  and  more  commercial;  to  in- 
lebt  of  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  miHioQ 
of  dollars,  and  all  the  loam  and  taxes  atteodaut 
h  a  systent,  and  all  the  corruption  attend- 
I  them.  He  should  as  sooa  think  of  em- 
barking an  hnttdred  thousand  men  for  the  pur- 
Kse  of  attacking  France  at  her  threthold,  as  of 
ildingso  iqsny  ships  to  oppose  the  British  navy- 
It  was  out  of  the  question  ;  no  rational  man  could 
thinkofit.  But  that  wasnot  nowlheqftesiioB.  It 
was.  whether  we  would  call  into  actual  service 
the  tittle  navy  we  possessed.  It  was  not  even  a 
question  wheiner  we  would  have  a  navy  at  alt  or 
not.  If  that  were  the  question,  he  would  Dot  hei- 
itate  to  Eay.that  even  our  present  political  coodi- 
tion  required  a  navy  lo  a  certain  extent,  to  pro- 
tect cur  commerce  against  the  Barbary  Powers  in 
peace,  and  in  time  of  war  for  convoys  to  ourmer- 
chanimen.  He  only  meant  a  few  fast  sailing 
frigates,' such  a  navy  as  we  have  at  present,  for 
the  purpose  of  harassing  the  commerce  of  our 
enemies  also.  He  therefore  thought  our  present 
naval  force  oujfhl  to  be  put  in  service.  As  far  as 
the  appropriation  ($400,G0O)  would  go,  it  would 
be  employed ;  but  if  Congress  should  hereafter 
see  canse  to  couiit«rmand  or  delay  the  prepara- 
tion, they  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  so 
by  refusing  a  further  appropriation. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  il  was  his  misforluae 
todiSerwith  gen tlemei)  upon  all  points  on  the 
subject  of  the  navy.  He  was  opposed  to  it  from 
stem  to  stern  ;  and  gentlemen  who  attempted  to 
arotie  in  fAvor  of  it  as  a  matter  of  ne^euity,  in- 
volved themselves  in  absurdities,  they  were  not 
aware  sf.  When  money  had  been  appropriated 
for  fortifications,  there  had  been  no  intimatio'a 
that  it  would  be  necessaryto  prop  them  up  with 
a  naval  force,  Ifour  tonos  could  not  be  defended 
by  fortifications,  he  asked,  would  ten  frigates  de- 
fend ihem  ?  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  S^obtT  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  say  (hat 
Bsingle  gunooat  could  sweep  one-half  of  our  har- 
bor*. If  a  single  gunboat  could  now  sweep  most 
of  our  harbors,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  like  to 
know  what  eleven  hundred  and  thirty  vessels  of 
war  could  do,  even  when  opposed  by  our  whole 
force  often  frigates  !  The  gentleman  from  Alas- 
sachnsetts  hail  said  it  would  be  cheaper  to  keep 
these  vessels  in'.actual service  than  in  their  pres- 
ent situation.  Mr.  W.  said  he  supposed  (hat  the 
gentlemen  meant  that  theywould  rot  faster  in 
(heir  present  situation  than  if  (hey  were  at  sea. 
He  said  he  was  for  keeping  them  where  thef 
were,  end  would  rather  contribute  to  place  tbem 
in  a  situation  where  they  would  rot  faster.  Mr. 
W.  aombated  the  arguments  that  employing  the 
naVy  would  afford  relief  to  our  seamen,  and  that 
the  maintaining  a  navy  on  our  coast  woald  be 
more  expensive  to  an  European  Power  than  the 
support  of  a  larger  naval  force  b;  us.  And  he 
SBKTwe  should  never  be  able  to  man  any  consid- 
erable Qeei  exCifpt  the  Constitution  were  amended 
lo  permit  impressiAeots,  following  (he  example  of 
Or^at  Britain. 

ThegentleauiafromMassat;hDsetts(Mr.STORY> 
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had  rtiid  that  except  we  began  wiih  Ihia  bill,  and 
^t  bis  fast  nilioK  frif^tes,  ve  •hooM  never  re- 
eaia  onr  righla.  If  that  were  realljr  the  caie,  Mr. 
W.  said  be  was  ready  to  abandon  them.  He 
considered  that  the  sort  or  mainleDaDce  of  our 
rights  adrerted  to  bf  the  geDtlemen  TroiD  Mas- 
rachuselte,  would'  be  destructive  to  those  rights. 
G^Dileiuen  mast  have  forgotten  that  when  Hain- 
btirg  wai'in  the  greatest  stale  of  prosperity,  the 
did  Bot  paisew  even  a  single  gunboat.  Why! 
(here  w«9*noE  -wealth  enough  in  this  whole  na- 
lioD,  if  every  one  were  to  earrr  hie  all,  thus  to 
tnaititsin  our  rights  a^inst  the  navy  of  Oreal 
Britain.  If  we  were  carrieil  into  a  war,  and 
ererylhing  really  seemed  to  be  teodins  that  way, 
we  must  rely  upon  the  enlerpHse  of  odr  oitiiens; 
and  that,  wDen  set  at  liberty,  would  be  found 
more  desperate  than  the  navy  of  any  cmintry. 
When  we  arrived  at  tbe  end  of  the  Revolulionary 
war  we  had  but  one  frigate,  and  the  best  thiqg 
we  ever  did  was  to  ^ive  that  one  away.  The 
State  of  Sonth  Cacolioa  had  not  yet  got  clear  of 
tbe  curse.  She  embarked  one  frigate  io  the  gen- 
eral struggle,  and  she  bad  not  rid  herself  of  the 
debts' iacarred  by  it  yet.  Private  en lerprisa  must 
be  depended  upon.  The  people  from  the  East- 
ward bad  shown  in  the  last  war  what  they  would 
do.  When  vessels  were  loaded  with  sugar  they 
nvDuld  fight  like  bull-dogs  for  ic  He  recollected 
a  o(ory,De  said,  of  one  of  our  privateers  being 
beat  oBr  by  a  Jamaieanian,  whom  they  attacked. 
Tbe  captain  not  liking  to  lose  the  prize,  and  Gnd^ 
ioe  his  crew  disheartened,  told  them  she  was  full 
ofsugar.  "Is  she?"  said  they  -'byO — diet  us 
ai  them  again."  .  They  acarcely  ever  failed  in 
their  enterprises. 

la  alloaion  to  the  case  at  Savannah,  Mr.  W. 
T^retied  that  an  jniult  shonld  be  offered  to  the 
people  of'the  eounlry.  The  insult  at  Savannah 
bad  by  this  time  been  redressed,  he  had  no  doubt. 
He  had  no  Informaiipn  to  induce  him  to  believe 
so,  but  the  knowledge  that  the  sloop  of  war  Hor- 
net was  stationed  off  Charleston,  and  of  conrse 
craised  near  the  place.  The  Hornet  was  per- 
fectly adequate  to  drive  any  vessel  of  twenty  guns 
dot  of  our  waters. '  She  was  one-  of  the  best  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  and  as  w^l  officered  as 
any.  [Mr.  TBouPobfcrved  that  the  Hornet  wa* 
off^CharlesUMi.  Now,  he  wanted  a  frigate  at  Sa- 
Tanaah.]  Mr.  W.  said  that  Savannah  was  the 
Tery  place  where  gdnboats  would  be  perfectly 
effectual.  Hemeaot  to  make  no  refleciion  against, 
the  propose!  of  the  guoboat  system,  bat  he  did 
against  those  who  had  ooly  given  one-half  oFthe 
system,  and  omitted  the  other — the  marine  mi- 
litia. And  now,  when  an  attack  was  menaced  at 
Savannah,  gentlemen  wanted  afrigati 


tenths  of  the  people  were  opposed  to 
of  the  embargo  law,  Mr.  W.  said  it 


the  eva 
•nIdD 


evaded.  Tbe  evaders  would  be  considered  as 
traitors^ — as  the  worst  of  traitors.  As  to  prepariog 
a  force  for  the  prelection  of  navigation,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Qeorsia  must  well  know  that  ihe 
vhole  revenue  of  the  United  States  would  not 
be  competent  to  maintain  a  sufficient  number  of 
vessels  to  convoy  oar -inerchantmen. 


Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying,  that  be  wished 
(he  nation  to  be  protected,  and  its  wrongs  to  he 
redressed;  but  when  he  reSecled  ihal  at  Castine 
tbe  soil  had  been  most  abominably  violaied,  be 
could  not  view  the  iniulls  in  our  waters  as  being 
etjoal  to  it ;  for.said  he,  touch  the  soil  and  yon 
touch  the  life' blood  of  ererv  man  in  it. 

Mr.  DtBELL  considered  the  present  subject  as 
one  of  the  most  important  which  had  been  intro- 
duced at  this  Btssion.  It  would  indeed  be  diffi- 
cult to  reason  gentlemen  into  a  modification  of  a 
Erinciple  to  which  they  wereopposed  throughout; 
ut  he  trusted  that  this  House  was  not  generally 
so  disposed.  He  believed  that  a  large  majority 
of  the  House  were  at  tbe  present  moment  in  favor 
of  embargo  or  war,  because  the  House  bad  been 
so  distinctly  told  by  s  committee  on  our  foreign 
relations,  that  there  was  no  alternative  bat  sob- 
misaion;  and  altnosl  every  genlieman  who  bad 
the  honor  of  a  seat  within  these  walls,  had  com- 
mitted himself  on  the  subject,  eiihar  (o  persevere 
in  tho  embargo,  or  to  resort  to  war.  What  would 
be  the 'object  of  a  warl  Not  the  tight  of  the  soil, 
not  our  lerritorial  limits,  but  the  right  of  navi- 
gating the  ocean.  Were  we  to  redress  those 
wrongs,  those  commercral  injuries,  on  the  land  1 
Not  altogether,  he  cooceived.  Would  it  be  good 
policy,  he  asked,  to  let  our  means  of  carrying  on 
war  an  the  ocean  rot. in  our  docks,  and  not  make 
use  of  them  t  These  vessels  would  also  be  use- 
ful as  a  defence.  Why  then  should  th^  not  be 
manned  and  put  in  readiness  for  service  T  It  was 
said  that  we  eould  nol.cope  #ith  the  British  navy. 
Mr.  D.  said  this  argument  proved  too  much,  if  it 
proved  anything.  If  he  did  not  feci  perfectly 
comforlable  in  a  cold  day,  should  he  therefore dii- 
vest  himself  of  all  clothing'?  Why  send  out  the 
sloop  of  war  Hornet,  alluded  to  by  ibe  gentleman 
last  up — why  rely  upon  it  for  redressing  theinsnlt 
at  Savannah,  if  naval  force  was  useless)  ?  !t  was 
no  reason,  because  Qreat  Britain  had  more  vessels 
than  we,  that  we  ahoold  not  use  what  we  had. 
Indeed  those  gentlemen  who  objected  to  naval 
force,  appeared  to  be  mostly  from  the  interior,  and 
of  course  oonld  not  properly  estimate  its  value. 

Mr.  Sawter  was  wholly  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ments from  the  Senate.  The  objection  to  this 
particular  increase  of  naval  force  on  the  score  of 
expense,  was  not  to  be  disregarded.  He  called 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  Ihe  "state  of  the 
Treasory.  The  expense  of  this  system  would  be 
three  millions  ;  and  when  ibis  sum  was  added  to 
other  sums  which  would  be  requisite  if  measurea 
now  pending  were  adopted,  it  would  render  it  ne- 
cessary for  Congress  now  to  borrow  money  on  Ihe 
credit  of  posterity.  The  eipedieni  of  direct  tax- 
ation would  not  he  resorteil  to.  It  had  already 
been  the  death-blow  to  the  political  existence  of 
one  administration.  -  This  Oovernmenl,  he  said, 
was  founded  on  public  opinion,  and  whenever  the 
approbation  of  the  people  was  withdrawn,  from 
whatever  cause,  the  WQole  si;perstructure  roust 
fall. 

Mr.  S.  dwell  at  some  length  on  the  disadvan 
tage  of  loans.  He  said,  if  this  nation  was  des- 
tined to  raise  a  navy  for  the  proieciioti  of  com 
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merce,  ir  should  have  b«guii  earlier,  in  (be  year 
1793,  when  lucb  outrageous  riaiacioufi  had  been 
GODimitled  OD  our  commerce.  The  expease  of 
auch  ao  esiablislnneoi  vould  have  far  exceeded 
the  amounl  in  value  of  captures  made  since  ibat 
petioil.  He  coDcluded.  from  a  UDmber  of  obser- 
Talious  which  he  made  oa  this  subject,  (bat,  on 
the  score  of  the  proiection  of  trade,  it  would  not 
be  proper  lo  fil  out  a  navy.  Thi.i  proposition,  lie 
aaid,  was  the  mere  euiering  wedge.  The  system 
was  either  unnecessary,  or  would  be  wholly  futile 
ID  practice.  Out  seamen  would  cost  us  at  least 
doutile  of  what  is  the  expense  of  her  seamen  lo 
Great  Britain  ;  and  il  required  her  ulmoet  exer- 
tions to  pay  the  interest  of  ibeenormoui  debt  with 
which  ber  unwieldy  navy  bad  saddled  her.  He 
therefore  certainly  thought  that  an   attempt  to 

eslify  it  on  the  score  of  profit  would  cot  succeed. 
e  deprecated  the  ejtent>ion  of  Executive  palroo- 
•{(e,  which  would  result  from  an  increase  of  the 
Naval  Establish  mem.  Need  he  go  back,  he  ask- 
ed, to  the  time  when  the  black  cockade  was  De- 
cessaiy,  in  !«me  parts  of  the  country,  to  secure  a 
inan  from  insult  from  the  oflicers  of  the  navy? 
He  wished  to  limit  the  Executive  patronage  ;  lo 
adhere  closely  lo  the  maxims  of  our  focefathera. 
By  sending  out  a  navy,  too,  he  said,  we  should 
Tolunleer  to  support  the  ascendency  of  Ihe  Brit- 
ish navy,  become  the  mere  jackals  of  the  British 
lion.  Mr.  S.  went  at  some  length'  into  an  exam- 
inatioD  of  the  former  Administration  in  relaiiou 
loanavy.  There  was  noibiog,  be  observed,  iu 
the  uaiure  of  our  Government,  or  of  our  foreign 
relations,  to  require  a  navy.  If  we  could  not 
carry  on  foreign  commerce  witbout  a  navy,  he 
wished  to  have  less  of  it  and  more  of  internal 
commerce,  of  that  commerce  which  ibe  natural 
advantages  of  the  country  would  support  between 
different  parts  of  it.  If  we  were  to  build  a  navy 
for  the  proteclioD  of  foreign  commerce,  we  should 
throw  away  our  natural  advantages  for  the  sake 
of  arli&cial  ones.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  em- 
bargo  at  present.  There  was  more  virtue  in  oui 
barrels  at  Sour  as  lo  coercion  than  in  all  the  euds 
of  our  navy  ;  and  we  had  Istelv  given  our  aoVer- 
■aries  a  supplementary  broadside,  which  be  hoped 
.would  tell  well.  Mr,  S.  slated  the  origin  and 
progress  of  navies  at  some  leoglh,  commencing 
with  the  Republic  of  Genoa.  Our  chief  reliance 
as  to  defence  must  be  on  our  militia.  So  little 
did  Great  Britain  now  rely  on  her  navy  for  de- 
fence of  her  soil,  that  she  had  called  upon  every 
man  in  the  country  to  ,be  at  his  post,  if  danger 
came.  Other  nations  might  bejustiGedin  sup- 
porting a  naval  force,  because  they  had  colonies 
eeparaied  frotn  them  by  the  sea,  with  whomibey 
W«re  obliged  lo  have  means  of  intercourse,  but 
we  had  not  that  apology  for  a  navy.  Mr.  S.  con- 
eluded  his  observations,  after  speakiog  near  an 
hour,  not,  he  said,  that  he  had  gone  through  the 
■ubjeci;  hut,  as  it  was  late  in  ibe  day,  be  yielded 
ihe  floor  to  bome  other  geDtleman. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackbon  said,  (hat  gentlemen  should 
not  be  influenced,  in  discnssing  the  present  ques- 
tion, by  a  belief  that  they  were  now  discussing 
the  propriety  of  raising  a  naval  force  for  offensive 


It  «u 


purposes.     This  was  not  the  qbestioi 
only  whether,  at  this  crisis  the  House  wouia em- 
ploy a  little  force  Cor  the  purpose  of  resisting 
atiacks  made  on  our  territory  at  home.    The 

Sentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Williaub) 
ad  said  that  an  attack  on  (he  soil  touched  the 
iife-blood  of  every  man  in  it.  Yes,  Mr.  J.  said, 
it  did  ;  whether  the  invasion  was  on  our  jurisdic- 
tion, on  land  or  water,  it  touched  equally  (he  life- 
blood  of  the  nation.  He  would  as  snon  resist  an  at- 
tack on  our  terriiorlal  Juried  iclion  on  sea  ason  land. 
It  made  no  difference  with  him  whether  a  foreign 
frigate  came  up  lo  the  piles  of  Potomac. bridge 
and  fired  over  iala  the  Iowd,  or  whether  its  crew 
came  on  shore  and  assaulted  us  with  the  bayonet. 
The  territory,  he  said,  was  equally  invaded  ia 
either  case.  Were  we  not  to  resist  Great  Briiain 
because  of  ber  IJSO  sail  of  armed  vessels?  This 
would  amount  to  a  declaration  that  we  tuusi  sue* 
cumb  10  ber,  because  she  could  at  any  time  send 
a  squadron  sufficient  to  destroy  our  naval  force  at 
a  single  blow.  This  was  the  tendency  of  the  ar- 
gument. Mr.  J.  said  it  would  be  more  honoia- 
blu  to  fight,  while  a  single  gun  could  be  fired, 
noi withstanding  her  overwhelming  force.  This 
mode  of  reasbning  bad  a  tendency  to  destroy  Ihe 
spirit  of  Ihe  people.  He  would  never  cosseut  lo 
crouch  before  we  were  conquered  \  this  was  noi 
ibe  course  of  our  Revolutionary  patriots,  and  be 
trusted  it  was  one  which  we  should  not  folloir. 
He  would  rather,  like  the  heroic  band  of  Leoni- 
das,  perish  in  the  combat,  although  tbe  force  of 
the  enemy  was  irresistible,  ihaa  acknowledge  that 
we  would  submit.  This  naval  force  was  not, 
however,  intended  to  cope  with  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain,  but  lo  chastise  the  petty  piiBtes  who  (res- 
passed  on  OUT  jurisdiction;  pirates,  be  called 
ihem,  because  the  British  Government  bad  not 
sanctioned  their  acts.  Il  bad  not  justified  ihe 
murder  of  Pierce,  or  asserted  ihe  right  of  juris- 
diction claimed  by  an  oSicerwiihiu  (he  length  of 
his  buoys,  &.C.,  becauce,  if  she  had,  it  would  have 
then  been  war.  For  ibis  reason  he  wished  our 
little  pigmy  force  to  be  sent  on  the  ocean,  not- 
withslanding  tbe  giaat  navy  of  Great  Britain. 
Some  genilemen  had  opposed  this  on  the  score  of 
expense.  Our  most  valuable  tieasure.Mr.  J. said, 
was  honor;  and  the  House  bad  almost  unani- 
mously declared  that  iLcouId  not  submit  witboat 
a  sacrifice  of  that  honor.. 

A  moiioQ  wastiow  made  (oadjourit,  and  carried 
—47  to  29- 

Tuesday,  January  io. 

Tbe  hill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad 
act  making  a  further  appropriation  towards  com- 
pleting the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol  at  (he  City 
of  .Washington,  and  for  other  piirposes,"  was  read 
twice  and  commitied  to  a  Comntiiiee  of  the 
Whole  OD  Monday  next. 

Mr.  NicaoLAB  presented  a  petiiioa  of  suadtf 
officers  of  the  Virginia  line  of  iIk  late  Revoln- 
tionary  army,  prayine  that  such  compensatitiD 
may  be  made  as  may  be  equivalent  to  the  lespec- 
live  services  and  loose*  of  the  petittoDei^  ia  ih« 
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capaciijr  aforestid. — R«feTi«d  to  ibe  conimiiiee 
appointed,  Ihe  twenty-sixth  ultimo,  on  ibe  me- 
moriali  tnd  petiiioos  of  the  late  officers  of  tbe 
uid  ReToluliooBiy  army. 
['jTha  billHDirram  the^enate,eDLiiled  "An  act 
to  BUtliarize  tbe  Mariae  'losuraDce  ConipaDy  of 
Alezandria  to  alter  their  style  and  firm,  and  in- 
sure a^iost  loM'-by  fire,"  was  read  twice  aod 
comiiiiited  to  a  Comniiitee  of  the  Whole  ,to- 


On  rooiion  of  Mr.  NitaoN, 

Ordered,  Thai  the  amendmenia  reported,  yes- 
terday, from  the  select  camraittee  to  whoip  was 
recommitied  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ioGrni. 
disabled, and  superaniiuaied  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  and  ol  the  present  army  of  the  United 
States,  which  lay  on'  the  table,  be  committed, 
together  with  the  bill,  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  oexl. 

Mr,  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee 
OA  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  preaeoied  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  transponalioD  of  ceiiain  documents, 
bjr  mail,  free  of  postage;  which  was  read  three 
times  and  passed. 

The  Sfbakek  presented  to  the  Hoiue  a  repre- 
sentation of  sundry  inhabiiaQis  of  Townsend,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  Stale  of  Mastacbu- 
settt,  italio|!  certain  objections  to  the  manner  of 
appointing  £Iecion  for  President  and  Viee-Presi- 
deai  of  the  United  States,  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of'^the  said  Slate  o{ 
Uassachuseitsj  and  praying  the  ioteifereDce  of 
tbe  powers  vested  by  lUe  CoDstilutioa  in  (he  two 
Homes  of  Congress,  to  prevent  the  aaiablishmeni 
of  a  precedent  which,  in  fbeir  opinion,  will  have 
a  dangerous  tendency  ;  irttich  was  ordered-  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Itetoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
knd  Manufactures  be  instructed  te  inquire  into 
tbe  propriety  of  ameodiag  the  law  relative  to 
bonds  vjiicb  Duy  he  rrijuired  for  enrolled  or 
licensed  vessels  of^  the  Uiuted  States,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  oj:  otherwise. 

The  House.proceeded  to  consider  a^esoiuiion 
proposed,  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dana,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table ;  tbe  sanie  being  amended  to  read 
as  followi : 

JUtobid,  That,  for  the  banefit  of  ths  seaman  of  Iha 
United  Stalaa,  it  is  proper  to  make  protiaion  thatiT*- 
gialarad  ihip*  and  vsiseli,  after  a  time  to  be  limited  b; 
law,  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy  the  benefita  and  privi- 
lege*  appertaining  to  shipe  or  vbmcIs  of  the  United 
States,  unless  a  certain  proportion  of  the  toarlDars  on 
board  the  same  aball  be  ciUiena  of  the  United  BtataL 

Ordered,  thai  the  said  resolution  be  referred 
to  Meain.  Daha,  David  H.  WiLLiAMa,  dmifcy, 
Mumfori),  and  McCkeebt,  with  leave  to  report 
tfaereoD  by  bill,  or  hills,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  Ihe  Partot 
nod  Cnmmillce  of  the  Preabylerian  CoDgrega- 
UoD,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  behaU'of  ibem- 
aelves  and 'Others,  praying  that  an  act  of  Congress 
maybe  nassed  for  incorporating  the  ooneregaiion 
aforesaia,  tinder  such  terms  and  provisions  as  to 
Ibe  wisdom  of  Congieaa  shall  seem  meet.— Re- 


ferred to  the  Committee  for  tbe  District  of  Co- 

,'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Vah'Hobn, 

Jtaotoed,  That  tbe  Committee  forthe  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  (o  inquire  what  ameod- 
meals  are  necessary  in  the  act  concerning  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  propoied  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
and  employment  of  an  additional  numoer  ofnaVT 
officers,  seamen,  end  marines."  The  first  ameod- 
menl,  which  whs  depending  yesterday,  at  tbe  time 
of  adjournment,  beioK  again  read — 

Mr.  Lton  was  in  lavor  of  the  amendment  be- 
cause it  propoKd  an  appropriation  of  a  less  sum 
of  money  than  that  sent  from  ibis  House;  and  it 
would  require  the  Executive  to  call  upon  the 
next  House  of  Repreieniaiives  for  further  appro- 
priation, before  it  could  he  carried  into  effect,  and 
the  subject  would  then  be  completely  in  the  power 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Upbau  was  against  the  amendment.  He 
was  as  much  desirous  of  relieving  our  seamen  as 
any  gentleman;  but,  if  there  was  no  occasion  for 
the  employment  of  a  naval  force,  he  would  not 
vote  for  it  merely  to  employ  idle  and  starving 
men.  He  considered  ibis  amendment  as  a  part 
of  thq  great  system  for  enforcing  the  embargo, 
for  destroying  commerce  insiead  of  protecting  it. 
He  considered  the  Grst  embargo  perpetual,  and 
Nos.  1,  2, 3,  and  4,  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  of 
the  same  nature ;  and  the  law  lately  passed,  more 
unconstitutional  than  any.  He  considered  it  the 
worst  law  ever  passed  under  ibe  Constitution. 

[Tbe  Speakeh  here  called  Mr,  Uphah  to  order, 
as  wandering  from  the  subject  under  debate] 

Mr.  J.  MoNTOOMEBT  otwerved  that  the  plira- 
seology  of  the  law  was  different  from  any  other 
law  on  this  subject, 

Mr.  UpBAM  observed  that  he  bad  not  relin- 
quished the  door,  Heconsidered  the  last  embar- 
go law  as  more  uncoastitutional  than  any  other, 
[Mr.  U,  was  called  to  order  by  Mr,  Jacesoh  on 
tbe  same  grounds  as  by  the  Speaker]  Mr.  U. 
said  that  he  went  on  the  ground  that  the  law  was 
unconsiituiional,  and  that  this  bill  was  lo  enforce 
it,  [The  Speaker  permitting  Mr.  U.  to  proceed, 
Mr.  Jackbon  appealed  from  the  decision  of  tha 
Chair,  This  mode  of  disGu.isiou  was  not  in  or- 
der. He  did  not,  however  persist  in  his  appeal.} 
Mr.  U.  proceeded  in  eiplanalion  of  his  remarks. 
Mr.  U.  made  further  remarks  on  the  law  passed 
a  few  days  ago,  which,  he  said, .be  considered  an 
unconstitutional  law ;  that  it  laid  the  axe  at  tbe 
root  of.civil  liberty,  and,  therefore,  he  would  not 
ooBsent  to  vote  for  this  bill  for  enforcing  iL  Be- 
lieving tbe  embargo  laws  to  be  unconstitutional, 
and  this  bill  intended  to  enforce  them,  he  there- 
fore would  not  Tote  for  iL 

Mr.  MoNTOOHERT  offered  an  amendment  lo 
(he  amendment  of  the  Senate,  making  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  Executive  (o  acm,  fit,  and  send 
out.  the  frigates,  dLc. 
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Mr.  LoTB  observed  that  tbe  aJoplioB  of  the 
amendinent  would  render  it  difEcuIt  to  ascertain 
the  approprialioD  which  would  be  necessary  for 
the  objeci. 

Mr.  DiwaoN  observed  tbai  a  law  already  in 
force,  eontaioed  precisely  the  same  power  asW^' 

Bsea  by  the  ameodmeiit  of  the  gentleman  from 
iryland. 

Mr,  G.  W.  Campbell  observed  ihat  the  atjop- 
tioD  of  the  amendmeot  would  not  preclude  (lie 
President  from  putting  the  frigatea  in  service  im- 
mediately,  if  required.  He  was  willing  to  adopt 
the  ameodmeni,  because  a  doubt  seemed  to  exist 
whether  the  Eieculive  now  possessed  the  power 
of  calling  the  frigates  into  service.  Without  the 
amendment  just  proposed,  be  could  not  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Cook  ho^ed  it  would  not  be  adopted,  be- 
cause it  would  divest  the  bill  of  the  liiile  energy 
it  poisesaed,  and  would  render  it  nngaiory. 

Mr.  Newton  observed  Ihat  he  represented  e 
part  of  the  country  where,  in  caae  of  war,  an  at- 
tack would  probftbly  first  be  made.  To  the  de- 
fence of  this  town,  (Norfolk,)  a  few  frigates 
would  be  of  great  service.  It  was  the  opinion, 
he  said,  of  the  best  informed  men  that  a  few  fri- 
gatea,  combined  with  natural  advaiiiages,  would 
prevent  the  town  from  suSering  from  attack  by 
Ma.  Mr.  N.  believed  that  Ibe  Preaident  would 
consider  himtelf  equally  bound,  whether  the 
amendment  were  adopted  or  not,  if  th»  bill,  as 
amended,  should  pais.  He  adverted  to  the  argu- 
ment of  expense,  which,  be  said,  ehauld  be  of  n<i 


weishl.    Mr.  N.  was  proceeding 
OD  tbe  measures  of  the  preceding  Admmisiration, 
a  respect  to  naval  force,  when  he  was  called  to 


order  by  the  Speaker.  He  said  that  thi  ..  .  . 
a  system  for  enforcing  the  embargo.  Tt  was  ne- 
ceuarv  to  order  our  frigates  from  the  Eastern 
Branch  to  ibe  ocean,  to  protect  our  coasts  from 
insiilt.  He  alluded  to  the  affair  lately  taken  place 
at  Savannah, and  observed  that,  to  repel  this  spe- 
cies of  marauding,  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales 
ought  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  President.  .  If 
they  were  to  decide  on  incurring  an  expense 
which  he  considered  necessary  for  preparation  for 
war,  it  mi|Hit  be  a  means  of  preventing  war  ;  it 
would  coDvinae  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  we 
were  determined  effectually  to  resist  j  would  tell 
them  that  if  they  wished  to  resnme  retatioDs  of 
amity  with  us,  they  must  make  overtures,  which, 
when  made  by  us  had  been  so  insultingly  receiv- 
ed. From  whiU  be  could  understand,  the  people 
of  the  United  Slates  looked  to  Congress  for  vig- 
orous measures,  and  if  such  were  not  taken, 
would  he  grievously  disappointed.  We,  (aid  Mr. 
H.,  are  tbe  first  whom  the  xtorm  of  war  would 
reach  ;  we,  (his  cousiituenis,)  are  to  be  the  first 
aufferers,  and  we  only  ask  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  enable  us  to  make  a  glorious 
defence. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  should  think  it  rather  more 
expedient  for  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  decide  this  question.  Which  ever  way  th« 
President  shonid  decide^  he  might  act  wrong,  in 
theopinioDof  those  particularly  attached  to  him; 


,      .  .     '"da 

ire.  He  thought  il  proper  I 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  be  he  whom  he 
might,  should  come  into  office  under  favorable 
circumstances  in  relation  to  public  opinion.  He 
alluded  lo  the  difference  of  opinion,  in  different 

Earts  of  the  Union,  on.the  subject  of  naval  esiab- 
shments.  It  had  been  snpposed  by  some  gentle- 
men that  there  might  be  oecasioo  for  this  force 
in  May  or  June.  He  said  it  would  require  con- 
siderable time  to  furnish  all  the  sails,  rigging,  &c., 
for  a  vessel  of  war,  at  this  place  especially ;  and, 
if  these  vessels  were  necessary,  it  would  be  more 
correct  that  (he  Hoose  should  decide  this  ques- 
tion, and  not  throw  it  on  the  President.  How 
the  amenilment  of  (he  Senate  ought  to  be  decided, 
hedid  not  say. 

The  ameDdroeni '  of  Mr.  Mohtgombbt  was 
negatived,  yeas  30. 

Mr.  Tallhadob,  circumttanced  aa  he  was  in. 
relation  to  the  bill,  could  not  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  Strongly  in  favor  of  bar- 
ing the  frigates  removed  from  this  place  to  some 
Elace  where  they  might  be  efficient,  he  wished  a 
ill  for  that  purpose  to  pass.  This  had  been  his 
uniform  opinion.  An  inducement  with  him  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  Mr,  T.  said,  was  the  present  sit- 
bation  of  the  seamen  of-  the  United  States.  But, 
when  he  considered  that  we  bad  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy  gunboats — so  great  a  pro- 
portion of  this  inefficacious  mode  of  defence — ■ 
oe  could  not,  in  conscience,  rote  for  it,  nor  ever 
would.  He  spoke  in  a  qualified  sense;  for,  ia 
all  shallow  waters,  he  would  give  to  eentlemeo, 
as  far  as  bis  vote  would  go,  the  whole  number 
they  wanted.  -  But,  when  be  saw  that  this  wu 
to  be  the  great  naval  preparation,  he  could  not 
sanction  It.  He  therefore  moved  lo  strike  out 
"and  gunboats." 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Caupbell  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  (o  the  amendment,  because  it  most  di> 
recily  lie  the  hands  of  the  Executive  from  em- 
ploying the  gunboats  al  all. 

Mr.  TALLMAuge  said  that  was  not  his  object. 
Wherever  (hey  could  be  effectual,  be  was  willing 
to  employ  them. 

Mr.  Newton  was  of  tJie  same  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Qunboata  were  an 
excellent  defence  for  rivers,  and  for  co-operation 
with  foriificationt.  They  were  never  intended 
for  sea,  but  to  be  used  in  smoo(h  water.  Le(  it 
be  recollected,  said  Mr.  N..  (hat  no  man  can  say 
how  long  we  shall  have  peace.  Gentlemen  from 
every  quarter  had  declared  that  war  must  take 
place,  if  reparation  for  our  injuries  were  not 
made.  Recollect  that  the  majority  is  responsible 
for  the  situation  of  the  country,  and  that  it  i> 
our  duty  to  avert  (he  impeodiog  storm.  Were 
they  no(  to  do  it,  he  said,  they  would  subject 
themselves  to  the  imputation  of. neglecting  their 
country. 

Mr.  Dana  was  opposed  to  officering,  w 
and  employing,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  t 
boats.  He  was  willing  that  they  should  be  ready, 
however;  fur,  in  smooth  waters  end  riveTa^theT' 
might  be  effectual.    But,  as  to  their  setTice  at 
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tea,  when  they  aiiempted  to  seize  restela  t ioU- 
ling  the  emba^o,  they  w^re  cause  of  mirth  ;  Tur, 
or  «Ter;tbing  which  swam  on  the  waier  they 
were  tbe  laziest.  Really,  one  of  these  ■  boats 
chasioi;  a  fast  Mii1in£f  vessel,  was  something  like 
a  soail  chasing  a  Viivioia  race  horse,  Mr.  D. 
was  willlD^  that  all  of  them  should  he  ready.for 
servitie,  but  he  was  opposed  to  officering  theiji ; 
for,  of  all  places  iti  which  you  can  put  a  yooug 
officer^  (hey  are  the  worst.  It  was  not  a  sllualion 
ia  which  they  would  acquire  (hat  habit  of  com- 
mand and  respectable  deportment  which  was 
necessary  for  the  respeoiabiliiy  of  our  Navy. 
Placed  ID  a  situation  in  which  every  coaster 
laughs  at  him,  and  the  utigainly  thing  on  which 
he  IS  fixed,  it  certainly  is  not  calculated  {□  im- 
prove an  officer.  Old  officers  might  do  well  on 
Doard  these  vesseU ;  but  cousider  tbe  severe  trial 
to  which  you  put  a  young  roan,  with  no  superior 
over  bim,  in  those  boats.  Mr.  D.  dwelt  at  some 
length  00  the  diaadvantage  to  officers,  &c.,  from 
beiag  placed  od  board  gunboats.  If  the  gunboatt 
were  ready  for  Eervice,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
ealty  ID  detaching  D  sufficient  number  of  seaman 
and  Toluolpers  to  man  them,  OD.any  emergency. 
Even  of  volunteers,  there  wan  no  necessity  that 
they  should  be  constantly  employed.  Ifyousend 
gunboats  to  enforce  embargo  laws,  yoa  ramt  get 
revenue  cotters  to  tow  them  along.  They  are 
perfect  floating  batteries;  and,  as  to,  expense, 
they  were  the  most  expensive  species  of  naval 
force  Mr.  D.  believed  that  the  law  of  last  ses- 
sion authorized  the  fitting  out  the  gunboats  when 
Cublic  service  requited ;  and,  if  their  employment 
icame  necessary,  it  would  not  need  the  sanction 
of  this  law 

Mr.  G.  W^.  Cahfbbll  always  underatiTod  that 
the  law  already  gave  the  same  power  iu  relation 
to  the  Kunboata  a»  to  the  frigates,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  Cook  observed  that,  after  sO  strong  a  vote 
for  building  gunboats  he  should  scarcely  ezl)ect 
the  House  wouki  refuse  to  man  them;  for,  of 
whit  use  would  they  be,  except  they  were  man- 
ned? 

Theqaesiion  on  striking  out  the  word  "gun- 
boats" was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  nega- 
lived— y-eas  2S,  nays  93,  as  follnws : 

Ttia — EpapbnxIitDi  Champion,  Mntin  Chittenden, 
'SamnBl  'W.  Dans,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
Frands  Uaiilo^r,  Janrai  M.  Garnett,  Charles  Qotdsbor- 
oagh,  William  HelriiB,  Richard  Jaekoon,  FbilipB.  Ke;, 
JtMeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthevr  Ljan,  Nathmiel  Macon, 
Jonathan  O.  Hesely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Rowan, 
John  Rua^l.  James  tjloaa,  Wihiain  Sledman,  Lewis 
B.  StnTKE"-  HunQel  Taggsrt,  Benjamin  Tallraadge, 
Abram  Trigg,  Jabei  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyl[e, 
Eillian  K.  Van  Renuelaer,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

NiTS — Evan  Aleisoder,  Lemuel  J,  Aliton,  Willi" 
Alilan,  jr.,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Da>id  Bud,  Joieph  Barker, 
BurweU  Baisett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Jqhn  Blake,  jr..  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Boyle,  Hubert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwel],  Wm- 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Cul- 
Kper,  Bichard  Cutis,  John  Dawaon,  Jas«)h  Deans, 
teph  Daaha,  Daniel  M.  Duteil,  James  Elliot,  John 
W.  Eppea,   William  Findlcy,  James  Fiak,   Methack 


Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Edwin  Graj,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Harris,  James  Holland,  David  Holnas, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Renben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Itiley, 
John  O.  Jackioji.  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpat- 
rick,  John  Lambert,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love,  Robert 
Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  WiUiam  M'Creeiy,  William 
Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Monlgomeiy, 
Nicholas  R.  Ifiooie,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
iw,  John  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumibrd,  Roger  Nel- 
<a  Thomas  Nenbold,  Thomas  Nowton,  Wilaon  C. 
Nicholas,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Rich- 
Samue!  Riker,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Shenezer  Seaver, 
Dennis  Bmelt,  John  Smilie,  JededJah  K.Smith,  John 
Smith.  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troop,  James  I.  Van  Alen, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C. 
Verpjanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaae 
Wilbour,  Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilson,  and 
Riehafd  Winn. 

ie  qnestioQ  recurring  on  the  Rmendment 
from  the  Senate,  ' 

Mr.  Daha  said  he  was  placed  in  a  situation  ia 
vhich  he  approved  one  part  of  the  propusitioD 
iresented  to  him,  and  disapproved  of  another, 
jefelt  considerable  hesitation  in  equipping  the 
frigates^  because  of  .the  use  10  which  ihey  might 
be  applied  by  the  Executive,  viz ;  to  enforce  tbe 
embargo  laws ;  to  enforce  which,  in  this  manner, 
he  did  not  believe  would  redound  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  because  hedid  not  believe  that 
the  effects  would  he  produced  by  it  which  gentle- 
men contemplated.  Much  greater  danger  there 
was  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  tbe  people  in 
executing  the  embargo  laws  on  land  than  on  wa- 
ter; aitd  when  command  was  vested  iti  inferior 
bffijers,  much  greater  tyranny  and  insolence  waa 
to  be  expected  than  from  superior  and  responsible 
officers.  Employing  frigates  for  the  execution  of 
the  embargo  la wj  was  the  least  unconstitutional 
and  the  least  objectionable  of  any  mode.  He 
felt  a  regret  that  thete  laws  should  be  executed 
by  the  navy-.  He  feared  that  the  navy  might 
beasaociated  in  idea  with  the  laws  which  they 
enforced,  and  thus  give  a  prejudice  against  naval 
force.  Bur.  nevertheless,  he  thought  the  nropri- 
ety  of  employing  responsible  officers  overbalaQced 
this  consideration.  Another  reason  why  he  waa 
in  favor  of  equipping  tbe  frigates,  was,  because  it 
would  take  some  time  to  prepare  them,  and  if  % 
meeting  of  Congress  took  place  in  May  or  June, 
it  might  be  expected  (bat  the  embargo  would  be 
removed,  and  then  all  the  frigates  would  probably 
be  put  in  service,  before  which  time,  if  now  or- 
dered, they  could  not  be  prepared.,  'They  had 
been  lying  at  the  navy  yard  here,  to  rot  end  b« 
repaired,  to  be  repaired  and  rot  again.  Mr.  D. 
observed  thai,  in  fresh  water,  decay  look  place 
more  rapidly  than- in  salt  water;  he  wished  lo 
send  them  to  their  natural  element ;  it  would  be 
conducive  to  their  health  and  long  existence. 
Another  reason,  he  stated,  why  he  should  vote  for 
the  bill :  tjicre  wns  an  idea  amongst  sooie  gentle- 
men, that  there  was  a  probability  of  war.  He 
had  no  idea  of  Congress,  this  session,  declaring 
;  war,  because  they  had  made  no  preparation  for 


.dbyCoo^le 


104T 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS 


1048 


H.  ofB 


JViitiaJ  Eitabliahment. 


j«MDitBT,  isog. 


it.  And  if  we  were  to  make  war,  he  conceivvd 
ibat  we  abould  doI  do  it  lilte  privaiea,  but  like 
officers  ;  thai  it  should  not  be  a  strife  of  childi 
but  of  men,  and  that  preparation  should  he  m 
for  it.  Whenevef  we  had  war,  it  must  be  for 
inarilinie  and  am  t^rrilorjal  rights;  and  he  hi 
no  idea  of  ibaodonitig  the  very  ground  for  which 
we  contended.  He  was  thfrefore  williag  to  place 
our  frigates  on  the  seacosKt.  It  wa»  a  very  dif- 
ferent question  from  that  of  the  establish  men  I  of 
a  targe  nav-y.  Had  eenllemen  considered  the 
importance  of  a  naval  Torce  on  our  coast  7  Had 
they  considered  the  propriety  of  having  a  fon;« 
sufficient  lo  repel  iosuhs  in  our  harbors?  Mr.  D. 
adverted  to  tbe  superior  advantages  of  our  naval 
situation  over  that  of  other  oatiuDS  which  could 
send  a  force  on  our  coasts.  He  had  said  that  he 
had  DO  idea  of  our  declaring  war;  neither  had  he 
any  idea  of  any  of  the  nations  of  Europe  deelar- 
ing  war  against  us.  Not  a  corporal's  guard  could 
Great  Britain  send  here,- without  sacrificing  ob- 
jects oil  which  her  interest  aod  honor  depended ; 
and  tbe  Emperor  of  France,  whilst  coUecliag  a 
force  lo  resist  (he  1  roops  of  Great  Briiaio  in  Spain, 
would  he  abandon  his  conquests  and  the  preten- 
sions of  his  family,  to  send  a  force  here,  when 
KQch  numerous  ballalianscould  he«rrsyed  against 
them  1  Another  thing :  the  seasons  were  agalqsl 
their  sending  a  force  here  for  several  months. 
War  therefore  was  not  to  be  espected  this  session, 
except,  as  had  been  said,  it  was. a  paper  war,  ano- 
ther supplemental  broadside,  as  a  aeaileman  bad 
observed;  but  that  species  of  war.Mr.  D.  said,  he 
did  not  take  into  tbe  qucEtioD.  If  We  were  lb  have 
war,  he  wished  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  to  at- 
tend it,  without  which  it  would  be  ineffectual, 
When  this  unaoirhity,  the  result  of  the  exercise 
of  judgment  by  free  and  unbiassed  minds,  existed, 
we  need'  fear  no  enemy.  This  could  not  exist 
when  the  people  were  called  upon  to  b«  friends, 
whilst  gentlemen  took  the  altitude  of  enemies; 
when  they  were  called  upon  lo  be  friends  wilh  an 
insinunlion  that  they  were  traitors  in  their  bearli. 
H9  wished  this  langi»j^e  10  be  expelled  from  our 
councils.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might 
exist  on  local  concerns,  wilh  respect  to  foreign 
nadons,  he  thought  we  ought  to  show  that  we  are 
all  ready  to  maiatain  the  cause. of  the  country; 
atid  lo  insinuate  a  doubt  of  ibis  conveyed  a  re- 

! roach.  And  men  long  habituated  to  reproach, 
id  not  feel  that  impulse  to  honorable  efiorc  whicli 
those  fell  who  were  not  accustomed  lo  ll.  He 
then  adverted  to  tbe  circumstance  of  one  of  ihe 
gieatesi  military  commanders  of  antiquity  having 
adected  a  regiment  or  battalion  whose  fidelity  or 
courage  he  had  doubted,  and  placed  them  in  a 
conspicuous  place  on  the  field  of  battle,  appearing 
to  plaoe  conndence  in  them,  and  thus  iasuring 
their  good  conduct.  Mr.  D.  held  up  this  example 
to  tbe  atleotkm  of  gentlemen.  He  concluded,  ^y 
faying  that,  because  he  wished  to  call  into  action 
all  the  resources  of  the  country,  though  apposed 
to  a  part  of  this  ameodmem  from  ine  Senate, 
Oha'  part  telaiins  lo  gunboats.)  be  thought  it  his 
duty  lo  role  for  t^e  amendment. 
Mi.  Sloah  intimated  that  he  should  vote  for 


this  amendment,  lo  get  out  frigates  from  the  sick- 
ly situaiiun  in  which  (hey  were  now  placed ;  to 
get  ihem  out  of  this  slate  of  embargo,  and  10  re- 
store them  to  healih  and  freedom. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  64, 
nays  59.  as  follows : 

YsAi — Esakiel  Bsodd,  JoMph  BsAer,  BnrweU  Baa- 
sett,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cioptoa. 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cults,  Ssniael  W.  Dana,  Jaha 
Dawson,  Jaush  Deans,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  El- 
liot, WUliam  Findlej,  Jamca  Flak,  Francis  Gardner, 
Thomas  GhoI*an,  jr., 'Chsriei  Galdsborough,  Isajah  L. 
Green,  John  Harris,  Willism  Helms,  Darid  Holmn, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  lisle;,  John  G.  Jackwn. 
Waller  Jonci,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  WiJ. 
lism  Kirkpalrick,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livennore,  Matthew  Lyon.  Joaiah 
Mailers.  WilliuD  McCreery.  John  Mantgnmery,  Ni- 
cholas R.  Moore,  JonathiD  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S. 
Mnmfonl,  Thomas  New  bold.  Thomas  Newton,  Wiboa 
C.  Nicholas,  Timoiby  Pitkin,  jr.,  eaainH  Riker,  John 
Rnnell,  Gbenfier  Seavirr,  Jamn  8loui,D«DDii  Smelt, 
Jedadiah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Willisni  Stcdman, 
Clement  Blorer,  Lewis  B.  8larges,  Peter  Swan,  Joba 
Tbompsoii,  Gcor^  M.  Troup,  James  1.  Vaa  Aleo, 
Philip  Van  Cortlawlt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  RonsselaBr,  Daotel  C.Ver- 
planck,  Isaac  Wilbour,  anil  Nstban  Wilson. 

N*ia— Etsu  Alexander,  Willis  Alstao,  jr„  Dand 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  B I ackledgi,  Thomas 
Blount,  Adsm  Boyd,  John  Bgyle,  Robert  Broim,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burvel],  William  BuUer,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Q, 
W.  Campbell,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Maitin  Chit- 
tanden,  John  Culpeper,  John  Davenport,  Jr.,  Joseph 
Desha,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Fnnk- 
'in,  James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Grsy,  John  Heiater, 
ames  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  Jackson, 
Riehsrd  M.  Johnson.  Edward  Llojd,  Nathaniel  Mscod, 
itobert  Marion,  William  Milnor,  Dsnief  Montgomery, 
jr.,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  MonUw,  John  Morrow, 
Roger. Nelson,  JohnPorter,  Joho  Fngh,  J^m  Sea  of 
Pennnlvanta,  John  Sbea  of  Tennessee,  J«»h  Ridi- 
aidi,  Matthias  Btchuds,  John  Rowan,  Lemad  Saw- 
yer, Jotm  Smilie,  Bamnel  Smith,  UeDry  aoalhard, 
Richard  StaDford,  Samuel  Taggart  Benjamin  Tall- 
medre,  John  Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabei  L  pham,  Jcm« 
Wharton,  Eobert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Alei- 

ider  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.Q,  W.  CaMFBELL  Galled  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  On  tbe  next  aoaeadiueat,  relative  to  the  hiud- 
ber  of  seamen,  Ac. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams »id  he  would  givaall  hia 
earthly  goods,  if  ibe  last  vote  could  .be  recalled ; 
for  he  valued  property  and  life  less  than  the  lib- 
erties of  the  couDiry,  which  be  believed  would  be 
destroyed  by  the  consequence  of  that  vote.  He 
believed  that  they  had  pronouneed  against  a  inaa 
whom  he  had  always  censured,  when  he  ihougbt 
he  had  acted  improperly,  hut  who  had  done  great 
aod  impotlanl  services  to  Ibe  country— the  Presi- 
dent of  ihe  United  States— a  censure  which  he 
did  not  merit.  What  was  this  force  for  ?  Those 
who  were  desirou<j  of  war  were  perfectly  consist- 
ent in  voting  for  it ;  but  for  those  who  wished  fo< 
peace,  it  was  the  worst  thing  that  could  have 
Happened.  The  first  thing  done  by  tjiis  oaTf 
wottld  be  to  aeaich  out  a  Otitish  Crigai^  and  le- 
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object  of  ibe  bill;  he  boped  so,  because  he  was 
lealoDs  lo  preserve  pface. 

Mr.  Nelson  said,  that  he  was  one  of  (be  mi- 
Dorily  on  Ihe  queslios  just  taken }  he  wished  thai 
the  decisioD  bad  been  different;  but  the  dfcisioD 
hafing  beea  made,  he  should  Toie  for  all  the  other 
ameadnieTtis  to  ihe  bill,  because  he  conceived  it 
1  necessary  coatequeDce  ofbaving  adopted  the 
first. 

Mr.  Masters  said  tbni,  if  jaslice  were  not 
done  to  this  nation,  we  ougiit  to  go  to  war.  and  to 
be  prepared  for  il.  He  thought  there  could  have 
been  do  difference  of  opinion  on  that  point.  The 
only  question  bad  been^hethcr  the  embargo  was 
the  proper  measure.  The  moment  that  Great 
Britain  laid  a  tax  on  us,  if  not  withdrawn,  it  was 
■  cause  of  war.  He  had  never  euienaioed  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  He  then  went  into  examination 
of  the  propriety  of  posses-^ing  some  fNgHles,  and 
declared  himself  much  pleased  at  the  vote  just 
taken. 

Mr.  Dana  had  no  idea  of  throwing  a  censure 
on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  by  voting 
for  this  bill.  Congress  had  the  power  to  raise  and 
support  armies  and  navies;  and  it  had  been  doubt- 
ed'whether  any  discretion  should  ever  be  given 
to  the  Executive  on  the  xubjecr.  He  had  thought 
that  a  discretion  might  be  given,  but  in  this  case 
he  bad  ihou^hc  it  proper  that  Congress  should  ex- 
ercise this  right.  He  understood  this  force  was 
to  be  employed  in  our  water); ;  gnd  if  foreign  oa- 
tioQs  did  come  into  our  waters  and  insult  our  na- 
tional Eovereigtity,  he  said  he  should  wish  lo  teach 
them  to  respect  it.  He  bad  no  idea  of  causing 
war;  he  wished  to preservepeace;  butwaspeace 
the  yielding  to  TJolationd  ot  jarisdiclion,  aod  to 
iosolis  in  our  ownwalers?  and  was  a  resistance 
of  these  war?  No;  it  was  the  exercise  of  the 
natural  right  of  all  animated  nature  to  resist, 
when  injured,  and  cuuld  not  be  called  war,  in  the 
general  sense  of  the  word.  If  the  defence  of  our 
clear  and  indispulahle  rights  was  to  be  war,  let  it 
be  war ;  for  they  must  be  maintained,    • 

Mr.  Gholboh  said  he  had  hardly  eipeeted 
that  s  question  once  decided,  would  be  a^in  dis- 
cussed- For  the  vote  which  he  had  {iven,  he 
was  accountable  to  his  consiiluenis  and  to' his 
coDscieuce,  and  not  accountable  to  any  honorable 
gentleman  on  this  Ooor  fur  it.  From  (hi  cum- 
roencemem  of  our  Government  to  the  present 
day,  he  said,  our  coast  had  been  infested  with 
cruisers  and  plundering  pirates;  and  it  was  with 
a  design  to  drive  off  these  (bat  he  had  given  this 
vote, 

Mr,  O.  W.  Campbell  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  hp  should  vote  ai;ainst  this  amendment. 
He  believed  the  vole  just  takeo  lobe  utiprece- 
dented,  ef  its  own  kind;  no  such  thing  as  that 
amendment  could  be  found  on  the  statute  book; 


connected  viilt  the  small  appropriation  for  the 


object,  and  should  rote  against  the  other  amend- 
ments. They  had  heretofore  given  a  discretionary 
power  to  call  out  the  frigates,  but  now  ihey  had 
passed  a  peremptory  order  (hat  they  should  be  put 
10  service.  He  regretted  that  the  vole  had  passed; 
and  believed  thai  before  one  nionlh  had  elapsed 
many  genilemen  who  had  voted  for  it  would  wish 
that  they  had  not  given  the  vole.  It  would  pro- 
duce a  sentiment  abroad  that  we  were  lo  have  a 
maritime  war,  and  would  thus  delude  the  people. 
They  would  say.  if  we  are  lo  have  four  or  five 
thousand  seamen,  and  only  cine  thousand  men 
on  laud,  it  must  be  intended  to  Cerrv  on  a  mari- 
time war.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  willing  to  meet 
any  event,  if  war  did  become  necessary  ;  but  he 
did  not  wii'h  to  provoke  it.  Gentlemen  have  said 
that  we  have  been  insulted;  but  they  would  not 
say  that  our  whole  force  would  be  competent  lo 
meet  a  single  squadron  of  the  British  navy.  Tha 
expense  ought  not  to  be  overlooked — an  expense 
of  four  rarllioo^;  some  genilemen  said  six.  It 
would  be  two  millions  in  addition  to  what  it 
would  have  been  but  for  the  ameadmenis,  with- 
out an  atom  of  additional  security  lo  be  derived 
from  the  money  expended.  He  was  willing  lo 
afford  any  assisiance  to  American  seameo  in  dis- 
tress ;  but  not  to  employ  them  because  idle,  when 
be  believed  their  emptoymenl  would  be  produc- 
tive of  mischief.  He  trusted  until  some  way  of 
Gtling  (he  Treasury  was  discovered,  (hat  tney 
would  not  toially  empty  il. 
'  Mr.  J.  O.  JAoKao;!  said  he  had  incurred  the 
censore  of  the  House  for  calling  gentlemen  to 
order,  for  whom  he  had  high  respect,  during  ihis 
session.  After  the  example  of  (bis  day  it  was 
lime  lo  desist,  when,  after  a  principle  was  sol- 
emnly adopted,  gentlemen  were  permilled  afain 
to  debate  it.  It  was  said  (hat  the  adoption  o'lhe 
amendment  was  disrespectful  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales.  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  ibe  highest 
respect  for  this  venerable  sage.  This  principle 
of  Executive  conGijence  was  repugnant  to  the 
principle  of  ihe  Constitution.  With  this  House 
was  vested  the  power  of  war  or  peace,  of  raising 
armies  and  naviea,  and  of  levying  taxes,  and  wilQ 
them  properly  rested  the  responsibility  of  em- 
ploying the  naval  force.  At  a  time  when  the 
President  had  been  charged  with  wishing  to  eX' 
cite  a  war  puUe,  he  would  of  necessity  beenard- 
ed  in  his  expressions  on  the  subject;  and  be  had 
not  expressly  recommended  any  particular  spe- 
cies of  preparations.  Gentlemen  had  said  that 
they  were  desirous  of' peace.  Mr.  J.  said  that 
peace  was  already  destroyed;  and  be  said  that 
be  could  not  consent  lo  cry  oni  peace,  peace,  when 
there  was  no  peace.  What  was  the  ease  which 
lately  occurred  at  Savannah?  But  be  did  not 
conceive  that  we  should  rush  into  war,  without 
giving  an  opportunity  for  procnriDg  peace.  Be- 
cause we  prepared  for  defence,  did  we  invite 
war?  No;  and  were  we  to  he  prevented  from 
protecting  our  waters,  from  the  fear  of  excitine 
sensations  in  a  foreign  governmentl  He  iru:jtea 
not.  This  House  had  declared  ihal  it  would  not 
submit;  and  n  permanent  abandonment  of  the 
ocean  «ould  be  lubmissioa.    Our  nataral  lights 
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were  to  be  protected  at  all  hazards,  and  at  cTerj 
expense.  He  undersiood  the  questiaa  very  dif- 
ferently  from  tbeeenlleman  from  Tennessee.  He 
did  DOl  believe  tRat  the  President  of  the  United 
B  la  lea  possessed  the  pOwer  to  etnplay  all  our 
aels.  There  was  such  a  lawj  but  tbe  number  of, 
seanieD  to  be  employed  was  limited.  It  was  im- 
possible that  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
could  carry  the  law  inlo  effect,  and  of  course  the 
power  was  au^tory  without  men  and  money. 
He  had  do  idea  in  voting  for  ibis  ameudmeni 
(hat  it  involved  war,  or  tbat  it  would  delude  the 
people  into  the  idea  that  nre  meant  lu  carry  o 
maritime  war.  If  we  went  to  war,  he  hoped 
•hould  adopt  measures  more  efficient.  He  ap- 
proved tbe  sentiments  of  thegentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, (Mr.  Dana,)  and  wliea  gentlemen  came 
out  in  this  way,  he  was  willing  lo  do  away  dis- 
tiociions  of  federalism  and  republicanism,  and 
hail  them  as  nhigs,  as  Americans,  as  friends  to 
their  country.  Mr.  J.  entered  iuto  an  eianL  . 
tion  of  ihe  necessity  of  a  small  aaval  force,  and 
urged  several  argumrata  in  faror  of  its  efficacy 
a*  a  defence. 

Mr.  SLOiNprofeBKed  himself  highly  gratiSed  at 
the  vote  which  had  just  taken  place,  and  he  was 
at  the  same  time  as  much  in  favor  of  peace  as  any 
gentleman.  This  measure  had  been  looked  foi 
from  sections  of  the  country  which  must  suSei 
in  case  of  war.  He  thought  it  would  tend  mort 
to  harmooize  than  any  measure  adopted  at  this 
aesaion.    He  rejoiced  ibai  the  wishes  of  the  peo 

Sle  would  be  (^raiiGed  by  a  removal  of  these 
:igates  from  this  place,  where  they  had  been  rot- 
ting so  long. 

Mr.  Macoh  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  change 
which  appeared  to  have  taken  place  in  the  House, 
within  a  few  days.  The  curreot  had  set  in  la^or 
of  the  embargo  a  ifhorC  time  ago,  but  its  course 
was  turned,  and  it  was  for  war.  He  was  for 
holding  to  the  present  measures  as  long  as  we 
could.  He  cautioned  gentlemen  against  measures' 
which  would  provoke  war;  and  intimated  as  his 
belief,  from  therote  just  si ven,  that  it  would  take 
place  in  three  months.  It  was  yet  time  for  gen- 
tlemen to  preTeui  it,  by  withholding  the  sinews 
of  the  Navy,  by  disagreeing  to  the  remaining 
ameodmeDta  proposed  by  the  Senate.  Send  out 
tbe  Navy  in  its  present  disposition,  said  he,  and 
you  send  it  lo  war.  He  bad  been  afraid,  from  (he 
commencement  of  the  session,  that  we  should  have 
war ;  and  war  would  assuredly  follow  the  going 
out  of  these  frigates.  Did  he  not  appreciate  the 
character  of  the  American  seamen,  their  courage 
and  spirit,  he  ibould  not  fear  war  from  it.  He 
could  not  account  lor  the  change  which  bad 
taken  place  in  the  House  within  a  few  days. 
Whence  this  leaning  to  war  ?  Nothing  new  had 
occurred  that  he  knew  of  but  the  trifling  case  si 
Savannah.  He  knew  that  fur  years  past  we  had 
bad  cause  of  war.  Not  a  year  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  French  revoiution,  in  which 
We  might  not  with  good  reason  have  declared 
war.  But  be  wished  a  fair  experiment  of  the 
embargo  first.  'If  we  were  lo  go  to  war  there  was 
no  man  in  the  nation  who  could  foretell  lis  re* 


suit.  He  was  not  surprised  thu  (be  gecilemaa 
from  Connecticut  should  be  azainst  the  embargo, 
because  he  had  been  so  from  the  first.  He  would 
hold  on  to  the  embargo  as  long  as  he  could.  He 
thought  he  sufficiently  understood  the  interests 
of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  of  the 
United  Stales  generally,  to  kirow  Ihat  they  would 
suffer  by  war.  When  he  bad  said  that  the  At- 
tack on  the  Chesapeake  was  as  much  cause  of 
war  as  the  attack  on  Copenhagen,  (he  ehaogea 
had  been  rung  through  the  nation  on  his  words. 
He  was  not  in  favor  of  war.  He  was  surprised 
to  hear  gentlemen  saying  that  the  people  would 
not  bear  the  embargo ;  and  that  the  friends  of  lb« 
measure  were  yielding  to  this  impression.  Come 
the  day  when  it  would,  they  would  find  war  no 
slight  matter.  Gentlemen  talked  about  sending 
these  vessels  out  to  protect  trade.  If  sent  out 
.  they  would  fighL  He  could  not  see  what  good 
ten  frigates  were  to  do  as  a  defence.  He  bad  al- 
ways feared  thai  we  should  have  a  fleet ;  and  he 
said  no  nation  could  maintain  a  navy  and  live 
well.  Liberty  was  of  no  value  if  it  was  only 
tongue  libeiiy;  and  a  oavv  would  soon  strip  tbe 
citizen  of  hia  properly,  and  leave  him  but  the  lib- 
erty of  speech.  He  bad  been  in  hopes  that  the 
country  would  not  have  followed  the  track  ol  Eu- 
rope. He  hoped  ibis  Navy  policy  might  not 
eventually  change  the  form  of  our  Goveriment. 
Take  this  bill,  said  he,  with  the  fifty  thousand 
men  proposed — call  ibem  what  you  will — they  are 
not  railiti?— and  see  what  it  looks  like.  Wiih 
respect  to  supporting  our  sailors,  was  there  not 
now,  he  asked,  a  bill  nefore  the  House  (or  appro- 
priating a  sum  of  money  for  supporting  them'? 
When  he  compared  the  number  of  seamen  pro- 
posed to  be  employed  with  the  actual  number  in 
tbe  United  Slates,  be  bad  no  idea  that  tbe  bill 
WHS  intended  to  relieve  them.  No.  It  squinted 
at  war.  He  was  not  for  any  of  these  war  mea- 
sures till  it  was  ascertained  ihat  the  embargo  did 
,not  produce  an  effect.  This  measure  had  occa- 
sioned less  inconvenience  than  any  great  national 
measure  could,  and  had  been  productive  of  more 
benefit  by  aoTing  property,  &c.,  than  any  other 
would  have  been.  Give  foreign  nations  limeand 
time  sEain  to  reflect  on  proposals  for  peace,  said 
be,  befot«  you  launch  luto  war.  He  thought, 
with  ibe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
the  agreement  lo  the  amendment  was  a  reflection 
on  Oie  President.  This  was  noi  the  proper  place 
for  bim  to  say  what  he  thought  of  that  man  ;  but 
the  censure  was  undeserved.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jaceebon)  says,  thai  Congress 
alone  has  tbe  power  to  declare  war.  Toe  Presi- 
dent also  has  a  share  in  tbe  power,  and  it  cannot 
be  declared  without  his  concurrence.  Mr.  KL 
referred  to  the  seclion  of  the  Constitution  which 
says  thai  every  order,  resD!ution,Bct,&c.,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Fresidenl  for  his  approbation. 
The  very  nest  section  declared  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  declare  war,  raise  armies.  Ac, 
&c.,  and  would  any  m;n  say  that  they  had  the 

JDwer  to  do  it  without  the  consent  of  (be  Presi- 
ent?  No,  sir.  [Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  said  that 
the  gentleman  wholly  misundersiood  him.    He 
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not  Decessary.l     Mr.  M.  then  observed 

pain  he  fell  in  his  breast  preTented  him  fi  _  _  ^. , 

ceedine  further. 

Mr.  Tavxoh  said  as  this  was  a  very  imporlaal 
questioQ  and  one  whicli  ttie  House  had  entered 
inio,  he  should  conceire  thai  chey  wished  to  come 
to  a  cDDclusEoD,  and  would  not  therefore  occupy 
mnch  of  their  time.  Hedidooi  believe  with  the 
genilentaa  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nbimos)  that  it 
was  his  duty,  becausa  the  first  amendmeat  waa 
adopted,  to  adopt  the  remaioder.  He  protested 
asaiDst  the  doctrine.  He  believeii  that  ii  was  in 
the  power  of  the  majority  to  negative  any  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  of  the  Senate  contem- 
plated an  increase  of  expense  at  lean  double  that 
contemplated  by  the  bill  as  sent  from  this  Hoiise, 
and  yet  the  Senile  had  stricken  out  the  sum  ade- 
quate for  one  half  the  actual  number  now  con- 
tempUied,  and  inserted  $400,000!  He  could  not 
understand  a  system  wich  anthorized  double  the 
force  proposed  by  the  bill  sent  from  this  House, 
and  iot  which  it  appropriated  but  one-half  the 
sum.  There  must  be  some  mode  of  calculation 
in  that  honorable  body  which  he  did  not  under- 
stand. 

The  town  is  besieged;  and  instead  of  taking 
the  system  of  defence  into  our  closet  and  examin- 
ing it,  we  are  to  lake  il  .in  a  speech  as  we  can 
catch  it,  without  having  it  upon  paper  to  judge 
of  it.  It  oQEhC  to  have  been  upon  our  tables 
weeks  ago.  He  would  say  what  be  thought  of  ii. 
It  was  leading  to  the  abandonment  qf  our  most 
efficient  force  for  our  weakest — to  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  embargo  for  a  naval  war.  If  we 
were  to  have  war,  this  was  not  to  be  the  whole 
force  employed.  'Thissumor$400,000could  de- 
ceive no  one.  With  ihe  money  necessary  for 
four  thousand  additional  seamen  anarmy  of  thirty 
thousand  men  could  be  paid  who  would  sweep 
the  Canadas  in  a  year.  A  landsman,  he  had 
heard  said,  cost  the  United  States  f  130  annually, 
whilst  a  mariner  cost  fllOO,. seven  and  a  third 
times  as  much.  The  House  had  been  told  that 
the  nation  must  contend  for  its  rights  on  the  ele- 
saeni  where  we  must  enjoy  them.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  great  Chatham,  France  was  con- 
qliered  ia  America.  Qieat  Britain  has  been  eon- 
qnered  in  America,  and  may  be  cononered  on 
terra JirmaKg&\a,  He  said,  instead  of  launching 
a  navy  on  the  ocean,  he  would  advance  to  the 
Gibraltar  of  America,  possess  ourselves  of  il,  and 
take  from  Great  Britain  her  onlv  depot  on  the 
American  continent.  He  would  force  her  whole 
commerce  on  the  norihero  continent  of  America 
to  pass  under  our  cannons'  mouth.  He  believed 
that  il  would  be  an  extravagance  to  appropriate 
this  money  for  a  small  naval  force,  when  with  it 
vre  could  sweep  the  enemy  from  our  northern  fron- 
tier altogether.  He  wished  not  tn  be  considered 
as  an  advocate  of  either  mode.  He  was  for  an 
adherence  to  the  embargo.  If  ihai  were  given  up, 
he  was  fbr  putting  our  resouiees  to  the  best  possi- 
ble use  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  he  was 
not  for  launching  into  an  element  where  our 
enemy  mtist  be  master.    He  believed  if  we  were 


to  have  war  on  the  ocean,  that  we  should  do 
more  mischief  by  individual  enterprise,  by  seiz- 
ing a  straggler  here  and  a  straggler  there,  plun- 
dering a  squadron  here  and  a  squadron  there,  than 
by  any  regular  force  of  the  United  Slates.  With 
respect  to  invasion  of  our  territory,  he  had  under- 
stood that  gunboaia  co-operailng  with  fortifica- 
tions were  competent  to  the  defence  of  our  har- 
borx.  Now  it  seemed  that  they  could  not  drive 
out  a  picaroon.  And  would  any  one  say  (hat 
this  immense  appropriation  for  gunboats  would 
have  been  made  under  an  expectation  that  they 
would  EUnersede  the  necessity  of  frigates'?  He 
said  he  should  not  himself  have  voted  for  the 
KUnbOBtsif  he  had  supposed  that  the  House  would 
have  refused  the  other  part  of  the  system — the 
marine  militia.  He  advened  to  the  refusal  of 
the  proposition  lo  erect  dry  docks,  and  the  subse- 
quent proposiiion  for  a  marine  militia.  He 
coDcluued  by  observing  that  he  conceived  that 
the  tenor  of  the  amendment  ^ent  to  casi  a  cen- 
sure on  the  President,  lo  dishonor  that  sage  whom 
genilemen  affected  to  revere.       ' 

An  adjournment  was  called  for,  and  carried. 


WBDSBSTiaY,  January  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RsEa,  of  Tennessee,  that 
the  House  do.come  to  the  tpllowlng  resolution: 

Rtteked,  That  a  rewilution  of  Ihii  House  of  the 
ointh  of  Januarj,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine.  >■  directing  tb«  Secrelarj  of  Slate  to  lay  beibre 
thia  House  a  statement  of  the  whale  number  of  pei- 
■ons  bom  in  foreign  countries,  and  legal!?  admitted 
citisens  of  the  United  States  by  natunlizatioD,  who 
have  been  registered  u  American  seamen,  and  relumed 
as  inch  to  the  Department  of  8tsU),  scoinliDg  to  the 
lilts  transmitted  by  the  coUectoTs  of  the  customs,  in 
parsDinee  of  the  law  relative  to  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  American  seamen,"  be,  and  the  sune  is  hereby, 
readnded. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Uble. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Dawson,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  a  resoluiioo  proposed  hj  him, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  (be  thirtieth 
ultimo ;  and  the  same  being  again  read,  was,  on 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

Reiolwd,  That  ihe  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  directed  lo  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  removing  the  Collector's  Office 
from  the  port  of  Tappahannock  to  that  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, in  the  Siaie  of  Virginia ;  with  leave 
(0  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  SmiIie,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  seventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the 
time  for  ihe  next  meeting  of  Coogress;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  comraiiied  to  a  Committee 
of  (he  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
much  of  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
ihe  United  States,  at  the  commencement  of  (be 
present  ses->{on  of  Congress,  as  relates  to  the  Mil- 
itary and  Naval  Establishmenti,  presented  a  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
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the  establishing  and  orgaaiziog  a  Marioe  corps;" 
which  was  read  twice,  and  coinroiiieil  lo  a  Com- 
miiiee  of  ihe  Whole  on  Mondajr  next, 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  same  commillee,  pre- 
sented, a  bill    providiog   an  additional  military 
force;  which  whs  read  twice,  and  commilte^  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fridaj  neil. 
NAVAL  ESTABLI8HMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  (he 
aiuendmenla  proposed  by  the  Seoate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  auihorizing  the  appoinimeDt 
and  employmeDi  of  an  additional  namberorNavy 
officers,  seami^n,  and  raarines." 

Mr.  Trdcp  said  he  regretted  exceedingly  that 
he  was  under  the  necessiiy  of  again  iroubTing  the 
House,  but  he  fell  himself  bound,  in  some  mea- 
sure to  stale  more  particulariv  his  reason;  for 
voiing  for  the  bill,  and  to  reply  to  some  cogent 
objeclioDS  made  from  a  quarter  of  the  House 
which  he  much  reapecled.  He  Mated  anew  the 
reasons  which  he  had  giren  why  the  United 
States  should  hare  a  small  naval  force.  He 
thought  li  indispensable  at  this  time  to  man  and 
equip  our  little  Na¥V|"not  for  the  one  or  the  other 
general  reason  in  its  faror  which  he  before  stated, 
but  to  protect  from  violence  and  insult  the  terri- 
tory of  (he  United  States;  that  terriiory  which 
gentlemen  in  this  Hou:,e  were  so  fond  of  calling 
the  territory  of  the  good  old  United  States — he 
meant  the  marine  league  from  the  shore — as  sa- 
cred and  inviolable  as  any  spot  of  earth  within 
oar  limits.  !t  was  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
this  part  of  our  territory,  for  removing  those  crui- 
sers which  are  competent  to  blockade  the  mouth 
of  our  rivers,  that  he  wished  this  Navy  to  be 
equipped.  Gentlemen  said  the  gunboats  were 
competent.io  the  protection  of  our  harbors.  Mr. 
T.  acknowledged  it;  he  said  be  did  believe,  that 
the  invention  of  man  never  devised  a  more  com- 
peteni  system  than  gunboats,  co-operating  with 
fort  ideations,  for  the  protection  of  our  ports  and 
harbors,  hut  they  were  calcuUted  to  act  only  on 
iboals  and  in  smooth  waters.  They  were  not  fit 
for  any  other  species  of  service;  they  could  not 
stand  the  winds  and  waves,  the  billows  and  the 
tempests.  And  notwithstanding  our  pori.i  and 
harbors  might  be  well  defended  by  these  gunboats, 
tbey  were  not  competent  to  the  purpose  for  which 
these  frigates  were  to  be  manned,  to  prevent 
blockades  of  our  own  waters.  He  said  he  had 
expected,  when  gentlemen  had  loletanly  resolved 
not  10  submit,  that  they  had  a  serious  determina- 
tion to  execute  their  resolve;  and  when  tbey  sol- 
emnly and  unanimously  resolved  to  place  the 
01   defence,  that  they  had 
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And  when  gentlemen  said  thej 
mit,  what  did  ihey  mean  by  it?  Merely  that 
they  would  not  submit  to  the  orders  and  decrees 
of  Ihe  belligerents,  or  that  tliey  would  not  submit 
to  violence  and  insults  in  their  own  waters?  And 
when  they  said  they  would  place  the  nation  in  a 
■tate  of  defence,  did  (hey  only  mean  to  hold  the 


militia  in  requisition  T  The  militia  were  already 
in  requisition,  and  were  always  subject  to  it.  No, 
indeed;  he  bad  expected  a  very  diSereiit  species 
of  defence;  a  defence  calculated  to  meet  a  deci- 
sive and  active  hostility  on  Ihe  pail  of  a  great 
foreign  enemy.  He  had  understood  that  an  army 
was  to  be  raised,  not  only  suSoient  for  ibe  pro- 
tection of  our  own  territories,  but  sufficient  to 
carry  war  Into  the  territories  of  our  enemy.  He 
had  expected,  at  least,  that  our  little  Navy  wonld 
hare  been  equipped — for,  if  you  deiermioe  to 
change  your  present  system  of  measures,  how 
would  you  get  along?  Suppose  you  determine 
10  go  to  war,  you  must  iletermine  at  the  same 
lime  to  have  a  viar  commerce,  lo  open  a  free  trade 
with  those  nations  with  whom  you  shall  be  at 
peace — and  how  will  you  effect  it  1  In  your  pres- 
ent situation  it  would,  he  impossible,  for  tnese 
twenty-gun  frigates  as  completely  blockade  the 
mouths  of  your  rivers  as  the  most  formidable 
navy  on  (he  face  of  the  globe  could.  Your  com- 
merce cannot  move,  if  they  choose  to  prevent  it. 
Suppose  you  were  to  raise  (he  embargo  and  adopt 
a  uon-intercourse  with  the  betligerenis;  wiih 
what  eSf cl  could  fou,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  (he  nation,  give  such  liberty  to  com- 
merce, when  the  mouths  of  your  rivers  are  block- 
aded, much  more  effectually  than  they  ever  were 
by  your  embargo  laws?  Whetheri  then,  you 
contemplate  raising  the  embargo. and  adopting  a 
□on-intercourse,  or  war,  a  small  naval  force  is  ab- 
solutely indispensable.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  to 
lament  what  had  fallen  from  an  honorable  friend 
of  his  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  O.  R.  Wii.- 
LIA.MS.)  That  gentleman,  not  many  weeks  ago, 
wiih  a  manly  and  digniSed  eloquence,  which 
charmed  a4[aosI  every  man  who  bad  heard  him, 
scouted  a  principle  which  he  had  but  yesterday 
adopted  to  all  intents,  and  in  all  its  bearings,  viz: 
that  interest  was  honor,  and  honor  was  interest; 
and  that  this  country  could  have  no  pcovocatirs 
to  war,  and  must,  at  all  hazards,  be  preserved  in 
a  state  of  peacr. 

Mr.  .Williams  said  he  held  no  such  senti- 
ments; if,  in  his  aeitNion  at  the  vole  which  had 
taken  place,  he  haa  expressed  such,  he  Bulemnly 
revoked  them. 

Mr.  Troup  observed  that  he  bad  ooderstood 
the  sentleman  to  declare  that  he  was  determined 
lo  adhere  to  the  system  of  the  embargo  as  a  perma- 
nent measure  of  offence  and  defence,  and  ftota 
this  expression  he  bad  drawn  the  deduction. 

Mr.  WiLLiAUs  disclaimed  tbe  idea  of  s  per- 
petual embargo. 

Mr.  Tboup  explained  what  he  had  said  when  up 
before  on  the  subject  of  economy.  He  bad  spoken 
of  war  measures,  which,  when  adopted,  (lie  old 
peace  principle,  (hat  standing  navies, and  armies, 
and  funding  systems,  were  great  evils,  should  be 
discarded.  He  had  spoken  of  a  liberal  policy  as 
preferable  to  that  puerile,  petty,  contemptible, 
narrow  economy,  whose  means  and  ends  were 
both  calculated  and  measured  by  popularity ;  and 
he  added  that  whenever  this  nation  was  driven 
into  a  war,  and  the  great  priociples  of  its  action 
were  determined  on  the  qaesliOD  of  popularity  oc 
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napopulari  tf,  we  shoatd  come  oar  ot  the  war  with 
disDODor,  disgrace,  and  ruin. 

Mr.  Sawyeb  resnmeii  the  obser?aiiorw  which 
he  commenced  □□  Monday.  Oa  the  subject  of 
the  Naval  EstabiUbmeot,  he  saiti  that  ihts  sys- 
tem had  introduced  iolo  our,  laws  a  long  list  of 
capital  crimes  heretofore  unlrnowii  to  us,  aod  per- 
feclljr  incompatible  with  ciril  Ilberlr.  He  dis- 
liLed  the  absolute  despotism- eierci&ed  by  naral 
coiDmanders.  who  feasted  in  their  cabios  like 
bashaws,  with  their  bands  of  muaic  to  enterlaiQ 
them  the  while,  and  twenty  or  thirty  meo  em- 
ployed for  no  other  purpose  than  to  fiddle  aod 
pipe  10  the  crew,  at  a  pay  of  twenty  dollars  pei 
month  each  perhaps.  Were  these  men  intended 
lo  charm'  the  enemy,  as  Orpheus  of  old'1  [Mr. 
8.  was  here  remioaed  by  the  Speazer  that  he 
was  wandering  from  (he  question.]  Mr,  S.  said 
he  presumtd,  that  if  he  was  at  liberty  to  pro»e 
the  system  Wrong  in  wbofe,  he  was  at  liberty  to 
prOTe  it  wTonff  in  any  part.  He  did  uot  believe 
that  this  naval  force  would  add  to  the  strength  of 
the  country,  but  rather  weaken  it.  The  strength 
of  ibe  country  depended  more  oa  internal  im- 
provement and  uttion  among  the  people.  Twenty 
odd  millions  of  dollaxa,  at  least,  had  been  ex- 
pended on  ibis  system,  and  no  improvement  was 
risible  from  it.  Suppose  this  money  had  been 
employed  in  facilitating  communication  tbrougb 
the  country.  This  mode  of  expenditure  would 
have  been  more  conduciTe  (o  the  public  interest 
than  that  of  supporting  the  robuit  crewa  of  the 
frigates  in  idleness.  He  hoped  that  Congress 
would,  like  the  prodigal  son,  retnrn  home  and 
aio  no  moie^  thai  after  tb,ey  bad  corrected  their 
error  rn  respect  10  this  speeiea  of  force^ibey  would 
not  again  encourage  it.  Mr.  S.  spoke  of  (he  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  such  a  system.  Did 
any  one  ever  hear  of  a  navy  taking  part  with  the 
'  people  against  despotism  1  Oa  the  dontrary,  they 
were  always  ready  to  assist  it,  for  the  spirits  of 
the  crews  were  always  broken  down  bysevr- 
discipline.  He  had  just  as  great  objections 
navies  as  to  standing  armies ;  and,  for  the  same 
leaaoDs,  was  against  both. 

A  gentleman  had  said  that  we  ought  to  avenge 
the  Tiolaiions  of  our  jarisdiciion.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
agreed  With  him ;  h«  was  willing  to  g 
for  them.  But  because  the  injuries  w< 
milted  on  the  ocean,  was  it  any  reason  that  we 
should  go  to  war  there?  So  far  from  wiping  oP 
the  stain'On  oar  honor  by  this  means,  Mr.  S.  sail 
wc  should  make  it  the  more  indeliUe.  Should 
we,  single  handed,  when  all  the  world  had  fled 
before  the  leviathan  of  the  deep,  sally  out  and 
defy  her  to  combat?  He  was  for  meeting  her  ~- 
terrajb-ma;  for  using  the  energies  of  the  coi 
try,  and  in  that  maaner  which  our  situation 
quired.  Suppose  France  had  exhausted  herself 
io  keeping  tip  a  navy,  what  would  have  been 
ber  siluaimn'  at  this  time?  Would  she  have  been 
mistress  of  the  Continent  1  No ;  she  would  hare 
BOok  into  absolute  insignificance.  Mr.  S.  said 
that  he  was  for  raising  the  standard  of  his  coun- 
try, for  enlisting  every  man  who  would  comefor- 
i*aid,  and  for  nuking  an  irroptioa  into  Cantda. 
lOtbCoM.SdSxss.— 34 


The  blood-  of  Pierce  could  be  as  well  avenged, 
nd  the  manes  of  the  slaughtered  seamen  of  the 
Chesapeake  "as  well  appeased,  under  the  walls  of 
duebec  as  on  the  aeacoast.     It  had   excited  bis 
ishmenfthat  Oreat  Britain  could  have  per- 
•d  in  her  unjust  conduct  so  long  when  it 
n  our  power  to  sweep  her  from  the  conti- 
If  this  bill  were  to  pass,  it  would  afibrd 
proof  of  the  weakness  of  our  policy,  which 
he   hoped   never  to  see  given.     Did  frentlemen 
ean  to  multiply  the  vdium  of  the  affair  of  the 
hesapeake  by  increasing  the  quantum  of  the 
eans  of  national  disgrace?     He  said  he  would 
:k  gentlemen  if  one  frigate  brought  so  much  dis- 
grace, bow  much  would  fifteen  bring?    Gentle- 
men  had  said  that  Qreat  Britaip  could  send  but 
a  small  force  oCt  our  coast.     Mr.  S.  naid  that  she 
would  always  send  enough  for  us.    He  concluded 
by  observing  that  he  derived  some  consolation 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  terms  of  this  bill 
were  not  absolutely  imperative!  ^nd   he  had  too 
much  cdnSdence  in  our  excellent  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  believe  that  he  would  ever  carry  the 
power  into  effect. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  moved  to  commit  the 
bill  with  the  amendments  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  His  object  was  toiobiain  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  all  the  amendments.  He  felt  B  conviction 
on  his  mind  that  the  House,  having  had  time  to 
consider  the  tendency  of  the  vote  of  yesterday, 
would  agree  to  tescind  it.  He  wished  no  national 
measure  to  be  adopted  at  Ibis  session  with  a  poor, 
paltry  majority  of  five.  The  nation,  he  said,  was 
not  to  be  got  along  in  this  way.  He  said  when 
he  had  risen  yesterday,  he  had  felt  an  agony  of 
soul  which  he  cuuld  not  repress  or  express.  He, 
with  his  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Ma- 
con) was  willing  to  have  adhered  to  the  embargo 
till  the  last  of  September,  or  till  its  effect  was 
clearly  ascertained.  And  when  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday was  taken,  he  had  thought  he  saw  war, 
with  all  its  ruinous  consequences,  stalking  over 
this  once  happy  land.  Under  this  embarrassment 
he  said  he  nad  addressed  the  Speaker,  and  ap* 
pearedto  have  been  misunderstood  br  the  gentle- 
man from  Oeorgia.  He  wished  the  bill  to  be  re- 
committed, because  he  underslood  that  a  part  of 
the  seamen  were  considered  as  immediately  ne- 
cessary for  the  public  service  ;  be  wished  not  lo 
delay  their  employment  by  a  dbcussion  of  the 
merits  of  a  naval  establishment — fur  no  man  0]>. 
posed  Id  tbe  bill  would,  he  presumed,  permit  it  to 
pass  till  he  had  exerted  himself  to  his  utmost  lo 
prevent  it. 

Mr.  W.  Alstos  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
for  commitment.  The  sum  appropriated  by  this 
House  for  the  smaller  object  had  been  stricken 
out  by  the  Senate,  and  a  sum  inserted  for  the 
larger,  which  would  scarcely  be  sufficient  to  open 
a  rendezvous  for  enlisiiDg  men;  if  it  were  not  en- 
larged, the  hill  woald  be  a  nullity. 

Mr.  Dana  said  it  was  his  opinion,  if  a  question 
had  been  uneipectedlylakeo,  that  it  did  not  estab- 
lish the  point  io  question.  He  was,  therefore,  in 
favor  of  a  commitment,  in  order  to  accommodate 
'  gentlemen.    Mr.  D.  rejilied  in  a  humorous  ouui- 
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Dec  lo  Mr.  Sawyer's  observationa  on  ibe  sub- 
ject  of  [he  music  oQ  board  tbp  navy;  Baying  ihai 
indeed  ii  waa  Irue  that  ihcy  had  drums  aod  Lell: 
oa  board  of  a  frigate,  aod  even  «ilvei  whistles  for 
the  boaiswaic'^  mates.  The  seamen  were  such 
«iTai)ge'creaiure$,  too,  that  ihey  would  deapjge  .._ 
officer  who  would  not  make  tiimself  be  obeyed 
within  the  fair  limits  of  his  authority.  And  ihii 
•ubordiuaiiou,  he  said,  waa  ueeessary.  The  sea 
man  waa  subordinate  to  the  midsbipinaD,  who 
wa*  subordinate  lo  the  lieuIeuaDt,  tbe  lieulenuit 
10  the  capiBiD,  who  was  lubordinaie  to  the  com- 
modore, who  waa  under  the  direction  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  (be  Navy,  who  acted  uudei  tbe  Eiec- 
Utive;  and  thus  tbe  Eleculive  held  tbe  whole, 
and  wielded  it  at  bis  pleasure  for  the  execution 
of  the  law  and  the  general  maintenance  of  public 
right.  He  was  willing  to  hare  the  bill  commil- 
led,  but  Dot  for  tbe  sake  of  altering  the  appropria- 
tion; for  the  bill  only  settled  the  principle,  and 
the  appTOprialioo  was  for  corantencing  Ih^  work. 

Ur.  Bacon  wid  if  tbe  naiion  was  really  hungry 
kfier  debate,  or  thirsting  for  loog  speeches,  he 
sbonld  have  no  objection  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  but,  believing  this  not  to  be  the 
case,  be  should  object  to  it,  because  it  could 
answer  do  purpose  nut  delay. 

Mr.  FiBK  was  in  favor  of  the  House  takio?  the 
tespoDsibility  of  this  matter  upon  itself,  and  not 
for  throwing  it  on  the  President's  shoulders.  He 
wished  this  force  lo  repel  infractions  of  our  laws 
and  rigbis.  Armed  ships,  in  violation  of  our  laws, 
were  now  carrying  on  trade  within  our  waterji; 
and  itiformation  was  received  thai  armed  ves^^fs 
were  coming  on  our  coast  to  foreea  trade.  Was 
this  to  be  periaiiiedl  Of  what  efficacy  weteour 
embargo  laws,  if  armed  vessels  were  to  come  and 
go  when  they  pleased?  What,  he  asked,  could 
we  get  by  persevering  in  a  system  which  was 
thus  rendered  of  no  eBecibut  to  injure  the  honest 
part  of  the  community  1  He  said  he  wished  to 
treat  such  violalora  of  tbe  laws  as  pirates.  Un- 
less.such  a  measure  was  adopted,  our  embargo 
laws  would  be  of  no  e£fecL  It  would  answer  on 
good  purpose  to  go  into  Comroitiee  of  the  Whole 
oik  the  bill ;  for  the  object  of  the  motion  was  lo 
defeat  the  bill.  Tbe  bLli  resled  on  ibt«  baaia— 
would  Ihey  or  would  they  not  take  measures  at 
this  lime  to  meet  tbe  crisis,  or  would  they  tety 
wholly  on  the  embargo?  This  was  in  fact  the 
Irue  question.  The  passage  of  this  bill  would 
give  of  this  species  of  fof  ce  no  more  than  iis  due 
proportion,  Mr,  F.  said  he  was  no  friend  to 
Btanding  armies  or  navies,  but,  in  legislaiing,  judg- 
ment rnuitbe  guided  by  circumstances.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  sending  out  our  ftigates  to  sea 
would  produce  war;  that  the  spirit  of  our  officers 
wai  sucb  that  they  would  engage.  He  hoped  they 
would  not.  at  the  same  time  that  he  believed  they 
would  resist  all  encroachmenta  on  our  rights. 
Decatur  had  been  at  sea  for  many  months  with  a 
frigate,  and  no  such  consequence  had  been  pro- 
duced. Mr.  P.  replied  to  the  observalionsof  Mr. 
Sawter.  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  captains; 
and  concluded  with  some  general  arguments  in 
fsToi  of  M*al  force. 


Mr.  Aleiandeb  was  in  favor  of  going  into  m 
committee,  and  was  opposed  to  the  amendments  of 
(he  Senate.  He  said,  if  we  were  to  have  war,  tbe 
ocean  was  not  the  theatre  on  which  we  should 
attack  Great  Britain.  It  was  in  another  quartet. 
The  couise  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Ad< 
ministration,  and  wisely  adhered  to,  be  wiabnl 
first  to  have  a  fair  expeiimenL  Though  he  waa 
a  friend  to  (he  embargo,  he  did  not  thiok  thai  it 
■hould  be  continued  for  a  long  time.  As  long  ai 
a  hope  of  adjustment  remained,  he  did  Dot  wtsk 
to  make  pj-epaialions  for  waf. 

Mr.  Bdhwell  hoped  thalj  after  a  majority  ap- 
peared iobeinfavoroftbepitnciple,nof[entlemaii 
would  delay  (be  adoption  of  (he  oilier  amend- 
ments of  tbe  Seuaie.  He  laid  be  had  no  idea 
(bat  anyeendeman  had  been  taken  by  surprise  ia 
(he  vote  he  had  given.  The  observation  of  Mr. 
Williams,  about  a  hare  majority  of  five,  Mr.  B. 
said  wa;  not  correct.  A  majority  must  always 
prevail.  He  was  opposed  to  going  into  a  Co m- 
ilieofthe  Whole. 

Mr.  Set  said,  he  was  not  surprised  that  gentle- 
en  who  were  wholly  opposed  to  tbe  bill,  shoold 
iih  to  have  it  recommilted.  Tbe  amendmenta 
the  Senate  preseuled  but  one  question  lo  bis 
ind  ;  whether  it  would  be  proper,  jn  tbe  present 
luation  of  our  country,  to  arm  those  vessels 
which  we  have.  He  was  a  little  surprised  that 
geailetnen  should  hesitate,  after  what  had  been 
so  often  said  on  (bit  floor.  He  recollected  that 
tliose  wbo  a  few  weeks  ago  bad  spoken  in  favor 
ot  a  middle  course,  were  treated  almost  as  enemies 
10  th«ir  country ;  it  was  even  said  that  every  maa 
was  an  enemy  lo  his  country,  wttg  was  not  in 
vor  of  a  couiinuance  of  the  embargo,  or  war. 
Gentlemen  had  said  that  the  line  should  be 
awn,  that  the  diftinetion  should  be  made  be- 
tween friend  End  foe.  And  now,  when  a  defen- 
measure  was  broughi  into  coosideration,  bow 
stood  it?  It  was  no  quixotic  idea  of  a  navy  to 
meet  ibe  mistress  of  the  ocean  on  her  own 
gromid.  Thaig'aaid  he,,iBDot  thequestioo.  Let 
ot  be  deceived  by  the  idea.  Tbe  soliury 
question  is,  wbfther,  when  our  ships  are  lying 
in  our  waiera,  we  sbalk  man  aod  equip  theoi — fot 
what  ?  For  the  protection  and  defence  of  oor 
Aom«*.  We  have  information  ihat  tbe  procla- 
mation of  the  Fre»ideni  of  the  United  States 
has  hern  violated,  and  even  ai  this  moment  may 
be  violated.  The  lion  is  bearded  in  his  den — the 
eagle  strangled  on  iis  perch.  It  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  foreign  nations  to  respect  our 
rights  within  our  jurisdictional  limits,  that  be 
would  give  this  additional  quota  of  a8.val  forer. 
He  was  among  ihe  number  of  those  who  tfaooghl 
that  if  oor  frigates,  instead  of  laying  in  oar 
docks,  had  been  heretofore  sent  out,  no  instance 
of  such  hosiiiiiy  would  ever  have  uken  [Jaee. 
In  one  case  alone  had  these  violations  appeared 
to  have  been  premediiaied,  when  there  was  a 
fteei  in  (he  mouth  of  ihe  river  watchjng  the  mo- 
tions of  (be  Leopard,  and  ready  to  insure  success 
to  her.  All  other  insianees  had  been  insulated. 
Qentlemen  bad  said  that  tbey  would  not  provoke 
war.    Mr.  K.  aaid  neithei  wonld  he.    But  was 
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honorable  defence  of  ear  rig'bts  war  t  Par  from 
ii.  To  be  prepared  for  war  was  one  of  ibe  bent 
pf^aventivea  of  war.  Weakness  inrited.  xirengtb 
repelled  iosult  and  iojury.  He  was,  therefore, 
for  arming  those  vesaels  which  ve  have,  and 
sending  Ibem  our.  but  not  for  buildini;  others. 
This  was  very  different  fram  an  attempt  to  pro- 
tect  foreign  commerce  in  tbm  way,  which  he 
hoped  never  would  be-made.  The  marine  league 
OD  the  coaat  was  ai  inTiolable  as  the  Eoil.  Front 
headland  to  headland  of  the  coast,  and  all  the 
water  within  (bis  line,  had  always  been  consid- . 
ered  as  part  of  the  territory';  and  he  coniBOded, 
poittieally  ■pebking,  that  an  iosalt  on  our  sorer- 
eigotf  there  was  as  g;reat  as  if  the  forces  of  a 
foreign  Power  were  to  land  on  our  shores,  come 
up  to  our  'faonses,  and  murder  and*  ptunde^  the 
inhabitnnts.  If  we  had  a  foroe  npon  the  water, 
did  any  man  helieTe  that  a  siagle  ship  of  twenty 
gans,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant,  ^oald  have 
come  withis  the  limils  of  the  harbor  of  Sasao- 
nah,  and  fired  a  gun  t  No,  Withio  these  limits 
he  woald  not  permit  insuhs  onour  soTereignty, 
anfl  therefore  wisbed  these  veseeU  to  be  seat  out., 
Hit  idea  Was  that  this  force,  as  an  auxiliary  to 
gtfnboats,  whether  further  to  enforce  tbe  embarg-o, 
or  to  protect 'onr  territorial   limits,' augbt  to  be 

STen  to  ihe  Presideoi  of  tbe  United  Stales, 
oe  gentleman  had  said,  lot  M  try  the  present 
sTEiem  untit  September.  What  then  7  When 
mil'  chane'e  of  negotiation  bad  ceased,  in  'what 
siioation  should  we  lie  placed?  Unarmed,  the 
vessels  roiliiig,  and  not  ready  for  aof  service. 
We  should  be  better  employed  in  placing  our- 
selves  in  such  a.Bi[aation  that  if  war  beinevitB- 
hie,  ws  may  better  aai)  more  firmty  resist  It.  We 
are  a  peaceable  nation,  and  I  hope  we  mav  have 
peaoeyeij  but  a  frHpAraiioh  for, war  will  guar- 
anty peace.  Aman  has  two  neighbors  hostile  to 
him ;  he  would  not  go  to  attacl  them,  bot  the 
moment  they  pal  ihetr  foot  over  his  threshold 
would  repel  them  withforee,  and  cbasiise  them, 
"  '    bis  power,    Tbis  i«  the  case  of  this  nation, 


and  I  would  emoloy  the  means  which  Qod  has 
given  as  to  repet  invaders  of  our  territory,  whe- 
ther maritime  or  territoriaK  Mr,  K.  said  he  could 
not  a^ree  to  refer  Ihe  subject  to  a  Commiitee  of 
tbe  Whole,  for  tbe  proposition  was  so- simple 
that  it  woald  be  »  waste  of  lime  longer  to  detain 
the  House  on  the  subject.  He  said  he  had  voted 
tor  the  gunboat  system,  not  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  it,  bitt  because  it  was  a  defensire  measure,  in 
what  he  thought  a  difficult  crisis.  He  thought 
war  DOW  still  more  probable,  and  if  it  were,  he 
•aid,  sound  poliev,  and  a  regard  for  the  destinies 
flf  the  coutHry,  dictated  that  we  should  be  pre- 
pared, and  not  let  the  enemy  come  upon  us  wiih- 
oni  retlttanee. 

Mr.  Bppes  said  he  should  vote  for  a  comm'it- 
meot,  in  conformity  with  the  vote  which  he  had 
yesterday  given  against  the  amendment.  When 
this  subject  had  been  presented  to  the  House,  he 
had  not  then  or  now  attached  to  it  that  import- , 
ance  which  gentlemen  apprared  to  give  it.  Many  I 
qnesliona  had  been  brought  to  bear  on  it  whicfi 


now  a  question  whether  we  shoiili]  commence 
a  naval  sfstem.  Whilst  tbe  House  had  been 
asmsed  with  anexarainaiion  ol  the  whole  naval 
system,  tha  only  question  was,  whether,  lathe 
present  situation  of  our  affairs,  it  would  be  proper 
to  employ  6.000  or  4,000  seamen,  the  difference 
between  the'bill  as  sent  from  this  House  and  as 
received  from  the  Senate  being  two  thousand  sea- 
men. The  principal  objection  to  the  bill  in  its 
present  form  was  tbe  mannet.in  which  il  had 
been  introduced  in10  tbe  House.  We  received 
a  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  which  is  now  before  a 
commilieeof  this  House;  whilst  this  is  under 
consideration,  another  bill  of  the  same  nature  is 
scut  to  mi,  and  we  are  called  npoo  to  vote  blind- 
folded, without  a  single  esiimaie  or  designation 
of. the  object  for  which. tbis  force  is  to  be  raised. 
If  convinced  that  6,000  seamen  were  necessary, 
Mr.  E.  said'he  would  ns  soon  vole  for  them  as 
for  6,000  troop),  fiat  before  he  incurred  an  ex- 
pense of  six  millions  Of  dollars,  for  be  averred 
that  this  would  be  ihecnnsequencsaf  p.as^^ing  the 
bill,  he  muBi-  be  convinced  that  it  was  iiot  only 


7  that  the  bill  should  pass,  but  thit  it 
should  pa^s  Immediately  ;  and  Bt  the  same  time 
totally  disdaimed  any  intention  ofsubmiriing  to 
insults  srithin  our  waters.  Tbe  zeal  which  gen- 
tle men  had  now  displayed  would  have  been  oet- 
ler  shown  in  tbe  cpse  of  tbe  Ghesnpeake.  Why 
did  they  not  then  drive  the  British  squadron  out 
□f  our  waters  1  This  affair,  however,  had  blown 
over,  and  nbw.  wbcu  a  twenty-gun  vessel  went 
loVavahnah,  the  House  was  called  upon  to  em- 
ploy all  our  vessel*  to  drive  it  out  I  Our  Execu- 
tive, he'said,  was  now  by  law  aathorized  to  em- 
plof  alt  the  arWed  vessels,  and  if,  with  the  2,008 
addiiioaal  seamen  granted  by  this  House,  he 
ootild  not  driye  these  vessels  out  of  our  waters,  he 
ctKtld  not  do  it  with  all  our  armed  vessels.  Mr. 
.  aaid  he  should  vote  for  commitment,  because 
woald  enable  him  again  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
ent  of  the  Senate.  He  disclaimed  all  the  doc- 
trine '  which  bad  lieen  laid  down  in  respect  to 
Whenever  we  had  war,  he  said  he  would 
employ  those  armed  'vessels  which  we  have,  he 
would  send  them  out  to  sea,  and  if  they  should 
be  tahen  or  destroyed,  let  them  go.  He  had  rather 
they  should  bedestroyedcontendiug  for  our  rights, 
than  suffered  to  rot  in  this  place.  It  might  be 
proper  here  to  observe  something  respecting  the 
situation  of  tbe  frigates.  If  genilemen  woqU 
come  forward  with  a  call  for  an  official  state- 
ment of  therr  situation,  whether  they  were  more 
rotten  now  than  they  would  be  with  their  com- 
plement of  seamen  sailing  along  the  coast,  be 
believed  it  would  be  found  that  this  was  not  the 
fact.  Ordinary  merchant  vessels  were  kept  in 
good  condition  at  an  expense  of  about  ten  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  he  believed  not  mure  had 
been  employed  «n  the  frigates,  and  that  all  but 
two  of'them  conld  be  prepared  for  serride  in  a 
ihort  time.  Mr.  E.  also  objected  to  iheamend- 
nefiis  from  the  Senate,  because  iheywere  81 
variance  with  tbe  measures  which  the  House 
had  adopted.    He  was  for  adhering  to  the  embar- 


now  conneeted  with  it.    It  was  not '  go  yet  a  while  longer.    He  believed  it  mora  for 
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tin  iDiereitt  of  tbe  nation  lo  husband  ita  reiour- 
cea,  than  lo  iquandef  ihem  on  an  object  wbicb 
eonld  produce  no  real  ^ooJ.  What  nas  to  be 
done  with  all  ihesefrigaiesl  Were  Ihey  merely 
to  Mil  along  the  consci  No;  and  he  knew  not 
in  what  gentlemBa  wonld  employ  ihem.  He 
was  for  wailing  until  the  period  arrived  at  which 
they  might  be  of  service;  he  was,  therefore,  op- 
posed  to  the  amendmeQis  of  the  Senate.  He 
djuclaimed  permiiiitig  them  to  rot,  when  there 
was  BD  occaaion  for  ibeir  oclua]  service;  but  be 
was  not  for  sendiag  out  these  vrsiels  to  force  a 
war,  before  a  single  soldier  was  ready  to  march 
where  thejr  ought.  Srfsoon  as  onr  troops  were 
ready  to  send  to  Canada,  he  was  read*  to  send 
out  the  frigales.  Whenever  it  appeared  that  we 
were  ready  to  resort  lo  war.  Mr.  E.  said,  he  should 
be  as  ready  to  employ  alt  the  energies  of  the 
Dalian  as  any  man.     . 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  bis  pleasnie  at  per- 
ceifioK  that  the  arguments  in  favor  of  and  against 
this  bill  proceeded  from  tbe  heart,  and  were  nul 
the  bickerings  ef  party.  He  was  not  disposed, 
however,  10  pass  a  law  making  it  imperative  on 
the  President  lo  employ  our  naval  force;  he 
could  not  see  ihsi  it  would  he  necessary  for  de- 
fence, because  Congress  would  have  authorized 
the  President,  independently  of  the  imendments 
of  the  Senate,  lo  employ  171  gunboat-i,  and  ten 
small  armed  vessels,  whilst  the  foriifications  of 
oat  harburc  were  progressing  with  all  ihe  Mpid- 
itj  which  the  season  would  permit.  For  enfor- 
cing the  embargo  they  were  not  nece^ary,  fc- 
cause  the  President  was  already  authsrized  to 
employ^  twelve  additional  revenue  cutters,  and  lo 
hire  thirty  other  vessels,  ifneceasaiy.'  They  were 
not  necessary  for  the  protection  of  comraerse 
either;  for  what  proieciion  would  ten  frigates 
afford  lo  the  vast  tonnage  of  the  United  States 
against  the  great  navies  of  Europe? 

Mr.  J.  said  that  Congress  had  already  induced 
tbe  nation  lo  believe  that  ihey  woulfl  not  "  ' 
off  tbe  embargo  during  [he  present  session 
that  it  might  be  removed  in  May  or  June. 
J.  said  the  people  would  draw  this  conclusion 
from  the  decision  of  the  Honse  on  the  amend- 
ments offered  for  enforcing  the  embarfro.  And, 
if  the  House  had  determined  not  to  strike  a  blow 
at  this  session,  was  not  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  House  directly  in  the  teeth  of  tbe  system 
which  ihey  had  determined  lo  adopt?.  He  said 
it  was  known  to  many  members  of  (he  House, 
and  he  was  not  ashamed  to  avow  it  on  this  fioorj 
that  if  the  majority  had  thought  proper  toaban- 
doD  the  embargo  system,  he  had  been  prepared  lo 
Uke  other  measures.  Bui  he  took  it /or  granted, 
from  the  sentiments  of  a  majoriiy  of  the  House 
a*  eipressed  by  iheir  vote,  that  ii  would  nol  ' 
repealed  at  their  present  session.  Will  you,  tin 
now  lake  offensive  measures?  said  he.  ^o;  for 
Tou  have  determined  to  enforce  the  embargo. 
For  offence,  indeed  1  Mr.  J.  said  that  he  consid- 
ered this  naval  force  inadequate,  incompetent, 
and  inefficient.  Whenever  there  was  war  on 
water,  he  conceived  thai  il  must  he  carried  cn  by 
priraie  armed  vewels;  and,  whensTet  we  did 


wage  war:  i'  fV^l  be  as  moRb  on  land  u  poui- 
ble.  C^nileraen  ipoke  lightly  of  eeoDomy.  Mr. 
J.  said,  he  would  venture  lo  say  that  laiioul 
economy  would  be  necessary  to  carry  ibe  nsiiH 
through  Ibe  storm,  even  wiih  the  aid  of  Imu 
and  taxeB^  He  ibotighl  il  proper  ihit  tlie  lw» 
ihopsand  seamen  proposed  lo  be  given  byihetuU 
assent  from  this  House,  should  be  iiuihoriieil,  fm 
the  purpose  of  more  strongly  fortifying  Hew  Ot- 
leans,  wbiph  was  the  outfel  to  the  wtaole  Will- 
ern  couDlrv;  and  he  thought  it  more  eipedieol 
to  keep  in  the  Treasury  the  money  which  the  bUl 
from  ine  Senate  proposed  to  expend. 

~r.  Ddbell  professed  his  aaioaishaenl  attlw 
opposition  made  by  gentlemen  in  the  iniaarii!  w 
Ihe  prompt  pa»sage  of  the  bill,  for  he  bad  alwiji 
understood  it  lo  be  the  duty  of  the  miooiiii;  » 
yield  lo  the  majoriiy,  when  iis  wilt  was  fairlf 
expressed.  ■  Some  of  ihese  frigates,  hestiJ,wCTe 
so  far  gone  thai  they  would  soon  be  Daifforlli 
repaiiiDa-,  and  that  was  one  reason  wbf  tbe^ 
should  be  immediately  put  in  a  stale  of  ptepin- 
in.  The  gentlemaD. from  Kentucky  vasled 
fo  ihuusaQd  seamen, .to  go  to  one  placeio  fee 
iuihwest.  Mr.  P.  said  he  wanted  two  tboai- 
_.id,  to  go  to  tiie  East.  He  did  not  consider  [hit 
proposition  as  at  all  premature.  Was  iliiiHiiiiM 
-  -ome  to  a  daclaraiion  of  warbeforf  iicoola 
□duced  lo  pais  this  bill?  Oendeaiea  bil 
said,  that,  if  the  embargo  did  not  produce  bd  al- 
teration in  our  iituatioo  before  September,  th^y 
would  abandon  it,  and  lake  a  measure  more  co- 
Cfcite.  Supposing  this  to  be  the  case,  in  whit 
situation  wouUl  the  nation  find  itselfl  Com- 
plelely  unprepared.  The  preparation  tot  defence 
belongs  to  UE,  said  Mr.  D. ;  ihe  diieeiion  of  il 
when  prepared,  is  reposed  in  the  Eweuii'e.  He 
said  that  gentlemen  seemed  lo  think  thktihew 
vessels  could  bt  prepared  for  sea  in  fouf  *"'' 
twenty  hours.  Nol  soj  it  woald  requite 'li'"!" 
four  months,  if  ample  appropriations  were  made, 
lo  prepar-e  Ikem  for  sea.  It  would  he  t*o  moDitis 
before  a  single  frigate  could  get  outof  ibecapct 
of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Tavlor  said  he  agreed  with  hUcolltign*. 
(Mr.D.  K.  WiLLUMS,)  that  any  iroporiani  meas- 
ure taken  by  this  House,  ought  to  be  adapiM  "J 
somcibing  like  an  imposing  majoriij.  '^  *"■' 
ditionio  ihis  idea,  he  said,  he  would  call  tbe ii- 
lention  of  the  House  to  what  he  alleged  yeiter- 
day,  and  neither  denied  then  nor  now,  that  \W 
DeparimenI  of  our  QOTeroment  whicli  *«* 
sponsible  for  the  execution  of  all  laws,  and  lor 
keeping  the  nation  in  a  ataie  of  peace— tnieni" 
a.s  clearly  to  be  underslDod  as  if  conveyed  ma 
formal  Message  for  the  purpose— bad  decl"'?' 
that  it  did  not  want  this  additional  foitt'  <*^ 
thought  it  fair  to  conclude  that  a  d iffe rente  " 
opinion  Existed  on  this  subject  in  the  three i'W 
Departments  of  the  Government.  Even  if" 
principle  were  B6t,  in  itself,  all  important,  »'■  >■• 
said,  it  would  seem  lo  him  that  the  exlrsnrdiaatT 
situation  in  which  we  were  placed,  would  r«iuir< 
that  this  subject  sbiwlU  have  a  full  discuiiwn 
And,  besides,  said  he,  it  aeems  to  me  to  be  (  dull 
which  we  owe  to  oarsdTea,  that  the  hcaaiaui 
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Wf  which  sent  iM  iheae  ameDdmenls,  ahoald 
D0(.  ia  tbis  way,  force  upoD  as  a  measure,  wheo 
tbi'y  hare  already,  in  tbe  U!ua!  course  o(  busi- 
Desi,  preseDled  ihe  same  measure  lo  oar  consid- 
itioD  wbieb  baa  been  rererred  to  a  CoramiUee  of 
the  Whole.  It  was  all  importaot,  hi  jdid,  in  a 
matier  of  such  maaQi'ude,  thai  all  braaches  oT 
the  QoTernmeDt  snould  move  baud  id  hand. 
There  bad  beeo  no  eniimate  of  the  expenses  of 
this  ihiag.  He  a&ked  if  there  would  not  be  a 
ptopriely,  if  it  was  the  conriciion  of  ihia  House 
and  tbe  other  brauoheK  of  tbe  GoTernmenI  that 
there  Tes&el$  should  be  put  in  service,  io  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Cora- 
mittee  of  Ways  attdMeaos,  to  fiuil  out  a  source 
from  which  those  expenses  were  to  be  raised,  and 
ia  ioqniriug  whether  the  naliou  must  not  agaia 
resort  to  eight  per  cent,  loans  for  the  support  of 
this  estabiiEhmenC. 

He  belieTcd,  that  this  proposiUoD,  if  meant  to 
faforce  the  embargo,  was  leadinfr  to  an  abaodon- 
meni  of  the  embargo  system.  This  was  clear  to 
his  miod ;  for  if  ibenaiioo  were  once  convinced 
that  the  expense  of  this  system  was  at  great 
as  the  expense  of  an  actual  war  would  be,  there 
was  DO  doubt  wh&t  would  be  the  Toice  of  the  na- 
tion. The  embargo  would  be  abaodoned,  and 
war  adopted  in  its  stead.  If  we  were  to  have 
peace,  as  he  had  beard  from  all  the  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  ameodoieats  from  Ihe 
Senaie,  tbea  he  would  say,  notwithstanding  all 
tbe  disregard  lo  popalantf  which  gentlemen 
might  profess,  the  incurring  tbe  expense  of  filling 
out  ali  this  navy,  of  retaining  a  rtgalar  army  of 
10,000  men  andaprovisiooalariuy  of  50,000  men, 
who  wej'e  to  be  clothed,  and  fed,  and  paid  from 
time  to,  lime,  and  which,  diaguise  it  as  they  would, 
was  but  a  standing  army  of  50,000  men  on  fur- 
lough— tbe  expense  necessary  for  carrying  on 
•nch  s  system  as  this,  would  bring  gentlemen, 
whetber  they  would  or  not,  to  think  of  the  popu- 
larity of  the  measure.  Why  was  not  this  mea- 
tnre  carried  into  eSect  st  the  Ust  session  of  Con- 
gress? Was  it  that  Ofeal  Britain  had  discovered 
a  greater  disposition  to  yield  her  Orders  iii  Coun- 
eifthaii  she  did  now?  Mr.  T.  said,  tbe  nation 
stooii  in  the  same  situatiou  now  as  it  did  then, 
except  that  the  breaking  up  of  the  negotiation 
with  Mr.  Rose,  at  the  last  session,  seetaed  to  give 
tbe  Btmosphere  more  of  hostility  and  war,  Lhao 
at  any  time  during  tbe  present  session.  When 
th«  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake  had  been  recent,  and 
»  mockery  of  discBssioo  had  laiten  place  on  it, 
why  had  not  ibis  meaiure  from  the  Senate,  the 
members  of  which  held  their  seats  for  the  term 
of  six   years,  and  were 


I  which  had  broken  down  tbe  fot^ 
mer  Administration,  amongst  the  moat  prominent 
of  which  was  the  establishment  of  a  Navy.  The 
fa«t  ivas,  he  said,  that  no  AdmiflisTration,  even  if 
compased  of  Adarailes,  Pickeronians.  Jeffetsi- 
nians.  and  Madisooians,  all  combined  to  assist 
one  aDoiber,  could  uphold  tbis  navy  system  in 
time  of  peace.    The  commoa  sense  of  the  naiion 


would  frown  them  down.  Ha  said  he  was  wil- 
ling thai  the  next  Administration  should  have  fair 
play.  There  seemed  (o  be  a  disposition  to  ideniify 
the  future  Administration  with  the  present — he 
liked  It  the  belter  for  it— the  future  AdminittratioD 
would  then  be  opposed  to  having  this  millsioae 
swuo^  round  its  &eek,  tor  the  present  Eiecutire 
bad  given  an  ioiimalion  at  plainly  as  hecoutd  thai 
he  wanted  not  this  force.  He  wished  every  Presi- 
dent to  have  fair  play,  and  where  his  jiairioiisiB 
was  undisputed,  that  he  should  not  hare  mea- 
sures forced  upon  him,  which  he  did  not  desire- 
Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  not  expected  to  hear  from 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Ket,)  who 
la$t  year  voted  for  gunboats  as  auxiliaries  to  for- 
tifications, that  he  now  wanted  frigates  as  anxil- 
liaries  to  gunboats.  Next,  74-gua  ships  would 
be  wanted  as  auxiliaries  to  frigates,  till  they  got 
lo  ships  of  120  guns,  as  auxiliaries  to  gunhoatsl 
The  example  of  former  nations,  he  said,  ought  to 
impress  gentlemen  with  the  importance  of  ihi* 
subject.  Gentlemen  had  aaid,  that  tbe  marine 
league  from  oar  shore  bad  been  violated  i  and  to 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  of  France  had  constantly  been, 
except  (vher^  her  batteries  had  driven  them  away. 
But  had  Francp  sent  out  frigates  for  quanta 
cowtatl  No;  with  all  the  revenue  which  she  had 
at  command,  she  had  considered  the  naral  syittem 
as  a  system  of  profusion,  uf  throwing  away  money. 
And  when  the  few  frigates  which  she  possessed 
had  escaped  from  her  harbors,  had  they  hugged 
along  the  coasti    No;  for  that  was  the  piac 

ran  oil' in  the  n  ^^  .  . 
their  own  coast  for 
send  out  frigates  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  guarda  coittu,  but  go 
off  to  some  distance,  and  play  hide-and-seek  with 
the  enemy,  and  not  stay  m  the  very  place  where 
they  would  be  sought  for. 

Mr.  Newton  said  he  was  willing  to  support  ou 
his  shoulders  all  the  odium  which  the  ^option  of 
this  measure  would  excite,  luslead  of  a  mill- 
stone hung  around  the  next  President's  neck,  it 
would  be  a  buoy  to -support  him.  If  any  effect 
was  produced  on  the  popular  feeling,  it  would  be 
against  ihose  who  refused  to  adopt  the  measure. 
l&  case  of  an  attack  anywhere,  would  not  every 
man  who  refused  to  send  out  this  force,  be  cen- 
sured for  having  done  so?  Surely  be  would. 
Those  who  are  opposed  to  us,  said  Mr.  N.,  wha 
say  that  we  are  in  postessjon  of  power  and  abuse 
it,  will  justly  come  forward  and  say  that  the 
helm  of  State  ouaht  lo  be  wrested  from  our  hands, 
because  we  shalfbave  left  tbe  nation  exposed  to 
tbeinsalisor  a  foreign  Power.  When  tbe  subject 
presented  itself  thus,  he  said  it  had  an  awful  beat- 
tag.  There  was  no  fenr  of  war  from  sendior  out 
our  navy.  Was  the  power  ofpeace  or  war  placed 
in  the  bands  of  a  naval  commander?  No.  Gen- 
tlemen bad  said  that  tbe  Decaturs  of  tbe  nation 
would  be  seeking  opporiuoitieB  to  wipe  away  the 
disgrace  of  the  afUir  of  the  Chesapeake.  Did 
gentlemen  recollect  that  Decatur  and  the  Chesa- 
peake had  been  out  some  lime  on  the  coast? 
There  was  no  fear  of  their  precipitating  Ihe  na- 
tion into  war.    But  it  was  said  that  the  Freaident 


vreamt  danger;  they  had  ran  oiiMn  the  night  . 

time  till   they  got  off  from  f"--' "- 

s^eiy.    And  if  w 
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di4  Dol  waDi  this  force,  because  be 'bad  no  I  re- 
quired il.  Mr.  N.  called  upon  g-entlemen  to.re- 
collect  chai  (be  President  bad  at  ibe  opeoiDg  of 
the  tessioD  devolTfid  upon  CoDgress  ibe  work  of 
preparalion.  He  quoted  the  Presijeat's  message 
to  show  that  he  bad  doi  said  wbat  should  or 
ahould  not  be  done,  but  ibat  the  reprrsenlaliTes 
of  ibe  SBiion,  coming  from  the  midst  of  the 
people,  were  tbe  best  judg-ea  of  what  ought  to  be 
done.  Mr.  N.  said  do  man  witbln  these  walls  or 
in  the  Uaited  States  had  raore  respect  for  the 
Fresidem  of  tbe  United  Slates  thati  himself.  As 
much  as  be  respected  that  man  for  his  eminent 
■ervioes,  the  reward  of  which  he  trusted  he  would 
receive,  aod  thai  bis  retirement  would  be  as  honor- 
able as  that  of  anf  staiesnian  or  patriot  that  ever 
lived,  yet,  if  be  differed  in  opiuioD  with  this  exalted 
character,  he  said  be  should  consider  it  hie  duty  to 
purtue  the  dictates  of  his  Judgment.  If  this  bill 
were  not  passed,  be  cooeeifed  that  the  President, 
seeing  from  thedebeiesof  Congress  the  dispotiiioD 
of  a  coDsiderabte  portioD  of  tbe  represenlaltres  of 
tbe  nation,  a'nd  those  from  the  parli  most  ei- 
poMd  to  foreign  alisck,  woald  iiDmediately  order 
all  the  naval  force  to  be  put  iato  requisition.  Im- 
prnsed  as  he  was  with  the  necessity  of  this  mea- 
•ure,  and  not  seeiog  any  good  which  could  result 
from  the  recommit  men  I  of  the  bill,  he  shoold  ad- 
here to  the  vote  which  he  had  given  ;  and  par- 
ticularly as  he  considered  that  tbe  safety  of  tbe 
United  States  required  the  pa.'i^ge  of  the  bill. 

And  the  question  on  recommitting  the  bill 
being  now  taieti,  it  '  '      ' 


lays; 


s  folioi 


e  negative— '7 eas 


Yaii — Efan  Alexander,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  Jan.,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledg*,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Bajd,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  BuUer,  JoMph  Calboun,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell,  Epaphroditus  (Jhimpion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Culpeper,  Samual  W.  Dina,  Joseph 
Draba,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppei,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Barent  Gardaniet,  Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  Edwin 
Gray,  Willism  Uoge,  James  HollsBd,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Richard  Jackaon,  Rlchird  .M.  Johnson,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Bobert  Maiionj  Daniel  Montgomery,  junior, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph,  John 
Bea  of  PonnsylTanii.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Japob 
Riehards,  Matthias  Richards,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John 
Bmilie,  John  Smith.  Sstnuet  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Kiehaid  Hianford,  Samuei  Taggirt,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Abram  Tiigg,  Jabez  Upbam,  Jesse  Whar- 
.  tan,  Robart  Whitehill,  Darid  R.  Williams,  Alexander 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nais— Eukiel  Bacnn,  Burwell  Baisett,  J.  Blike, 
jnn.,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutti, 
John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Dealie, 
Ilaniel  M.  DareU,  James  Ellio^  WiUiam  Findley, 
James  Fisk,  Francis  Gardner,  Charies  Goldsborough, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  WlUism  Helms,  Davii) 
Holmes,  Renben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Haley,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly,  PhUip  B.  Key, 
John  Lambert,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  John 
Love,  Matlhetv  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Mr- 
Creery,  William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Mooie,  Jonathan  O.  Masely,  Gurdon  S.  MumtbrU, 
1%omaa  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Josiah  .Quiucy, 


Samuel  Riker,  John  RowaB,  John  Sasaell,  Bbeneaer 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jsmea  Sloan,  Dennis  Sntell, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Clement  Slorei,  L<ewis  B.  Bturgea, 
Petei  Swart,  GeoTge  M.  Troup.  James  I.  Van  Alen, 
PhUip  Van  Cordandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  KiHian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  0.  Ver- 
planck,  Isaac  Wilbour,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 
Ad  adjournment  was  called  for,  and  carried. 


',  January  12. 

A  message  from  the  Setiate  informed  the  Houss 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  supplememary  to  an  act.  entitled  'Ad  act 
more  efieclually  to  provide  for  tbe  national  de- 
fence by  establishing  a  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States;"  to  which  they  de&ire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. ' 

Thp  House  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
ameaditients  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  appoinlmmt 
and  employment  of  an  additional  number  of 
navy  oDiceTs,  seamen,  and  marinea:"  Wfaere- 
Dpon,  the  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  said  bill,  which  was  depending  yeaierday  at 
the  time  of  adjournnieDt,  being  again  read  al 
the  Clerk's table,and  farther  debate ariving  there- 
on, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Mont* 
.ooMBRy,  that  the  said  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
together  with  the  hill,  be  recommitted  to  ibe  eoo- 
sideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  : 
And  the  question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  waa 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  fiS,  nays  53,  aa 
follows  : 

Yais — Evan  Alexander,  Lnnuel  J.  Alston,  WiUis 
Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard,  JoMph  Barker,  BurweU  Bw- 
salt,  Witlimn  W.  Bibb.  William  BIsckledse,  Thomaa 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  William  Botler,  J^eph  Calhoun, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clop- 
ton,  John  Culpeper,  Richard  Cults,  Joaiih  Deine,  . 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppas,  Willism  Findley, 
Meshack  Pranltiin,  Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  BdiriB 
Gray,  John  Heiater,  Willian  Hoge,  James  UoUaod, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  Jackson,  Bicbard  H. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lam- 
bert, Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  John  Montgomety, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Roarer  Nelson,  Thos.  Newbold,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rlua 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebeneter  Seavsr,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Bmi- 
lie, John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Taylor.  Abram  Trigg,  Jaliei  Upham, 
Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da\id  R.  Wilfiami, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nxis— Eiekiel  Bacon,  John  Blake,  junior,  Matthew 
Clf.y,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Jobn 
Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Duiell,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Fisk. 
Francis  Gardner,  Junes  M.  Garnetl,  Charles  Gotds- 
borough,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  William 
Helms,  David  Holmes,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel 
Hsley,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermorr,  Ed- 
ward Lloyd,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters, 
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William  Milnot,  Jonilhan  O.  Mmely,  Gurdon 
Hainfbrd,Tho[nu  Newtoa,  Wilson  C.  Nicholaa,  Ti 
othy  fitkin,  junior,  Josieb  Quincy,  Samuel  Biker, 
John  RowKD,  JohQ  Hma^ll,  Samuel  Shaw,  James  Sloan, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Willkm  Stcdman,  CiemecC  Slorer, 
Lcwii  B.  SturgM,  Peter  Snrait,  Benjamin  Tallmsilge, 
Jobn  ThompaoD,   George   M.   Troup,  James 


NatUn  Wilion. 

Buohed.  Tbat  the  said  bill  and  aroeodnieiits 
be  made  the  order  of  ttie  dar  for  to-morrow. 

An  adjovrDmetM  was  ttteo  called  for,  and 
carried. 

Friday,  Jaaaar;  13. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasarf,  accompanied 
with  a  staiemenE  exhibiting  ibeaniouDt  or  duties 
and 'drawbacks  on  goods,  warex,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
ported therefrom,  during  the  years  1603, 1806,  and 
1807,  inclusive,  prepared  to  pursuajice  of  a  reso- 
lulioQ  of  this  House  of  the  third  of  March,  1797; 
which  were  read,  aoil  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MtiMFORD  presented  memorials  of  the  sur- 
viTing  officers  or  tile  late  Revoltitioaary  army 
and  navy  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  respectively 
stating  their  claims  to  the  interest  on  fiaalsetlle- 
meot  certificates  for  pay,  apd  on  comrnutatioo 
certificatesj  also,  the  laierest  upon  one-third  of 
the  priupipal  of  their  lespectire  final  settlement 
cerliGcates  and  commulatlon  cerliGcates,  from 
the  periods  or  dates  therein  mentioned. — Referred 
lo  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  twenly-sislh 
ultimo,  on  the  memoriats  of  suiidry  late  officers  of 
the  Rqtolutionary  army. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  trausmiiting  the  account  of 
the  fund  esthbtished  for  dt^fraying  the  contingent 
eSpeniEs  of  Government,  fot  the  year  1808.  [Of 
tbe  twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  ttiat 
purpose,  two  thousand  dollars  were  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  the  Ailorney  Geneial  of  the  United 
Stales,  to  pay  expenses  incident  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Aaron  Burr  and  his  accomplices,  for  trea- 
son and  mi.&demeanors  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
milted  by  them;  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dol- 
lars were  paid  to  the  order  of  Governor  Williams, 
OD  the  same  account;  and  the  balance  of  seven- 
teen thousand  and  let)  dollars  remains  ia  the 
Treasury  uneipended.J 

Ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lewis,  front  the  Committee  for  the  Dih- 
tricl  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
commiiied  to  a  Comraitiee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
late  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  residing 
within  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  that  they 
may  receive  an  allowance  of  naif-pay  for  life,  in 
coDsideration  of  the  respective  services  rendered 
hy  the  memorialists  in  tlie  capacity  aforesaid,  in 
tieo  of  the  comtiialaiioa  of  Sve  years  full  pay, 


half- pay.— Referred  lo  the  c 
the  twenty-sixih  ultimo,  on 
sundry  late  officers  of  the 


accepted  by  the  officers  of  the- 
■y  army,  at  the  close  of  (he  war 
an  equivaleoi  for  tlie  said 


jiiuiiici,  appointed, 
the  memnrials  of 
aid  Revolutionary 


<e,  entitled  "An  act 
Buppleroeolary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  mors 
efiecmally  lo  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  a  uniform  militia  throughout  (he 
United  States,''  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  committee  appointed,  the  eleventh  of  No- 
vember last,  oii  so  much  of  the  Message  from  the 
President  ef  the  United  Slates,  at  tbe  commence* 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  Congres.i,  as  relate* 
to  the  Military  and  Naval  EsIablishmeDts,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

on  tbe  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  tot 
the  relief  of  Alexander  Baillie;  which  was  tead 
twice,  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  Monday  neit. 

Mr.  Georoe  W.  Campbell,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  for 
ioiposiog  additional  duties  upon  all  go.ods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
miiied to  a  Commiiiea  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  presented  two  memo- 
rials, on  the  subject  of  the  batture  at  New  Or- 
leans, which  were  referred. 

LMPORTATION  OF  SALT. 

Mr.  Bdrwell,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  a 
supply  of  sail,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  lo  permit  vea- 
■els  to  depart  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of.  tfa* 
United  Slates  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  salt ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  also  laid  before  the  House : 
Tamsoai  SirABTxxST, 

Janutiry  7,  1B09. 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
37th  ult.  requesting  such  inroroiBlion  aa  I  may  poa- 
ipvcting  the  means  of  obtaining  inrniediate  and 
lent  supplies  of  lalt  from  the  BstabliahnientB  of 
the  United  States. 

The  annexed  sCateaient  A  shows  the  annual  con- 
samption  of  imported  lalt  Tar  each  of  the  calendar 
years  1B03  and  1807,  alter  deducting  the  quantitlea 
used  far  the  cod  fiibciy,  and  also  for  pickled  Ssh  and 
salted  provisions  eiported  from  the  United  States. 

Tbe  annual  average  is  almost  three  million*  of 
bushele,  vieighing  each  56  pounds,  equal  lo  T&,000 
tons,  snd  rrquiring  in  Tact  135,000  tons  of  shipping  fot 
Its  importation,  it  must  also  be  observed  that  the  de- 
ductions above  mentioned  being  calcu1s.ted  bj  the  al- 
lowances on  fishery  and  drawbB.cks ;  and  the  allows 
ancB  being  in  fact  greater  than  the  amount  of  duty  on 
salt  employed  in  the  cod  fishery,  the  quanti^  of  im- 
ported salt  actuailj  consumed  in  the  United  Stales  h 
greater  lb  an  appears  by  the  statement. 

The  statement  B  is  mtended  to  ahow  the   groii 
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-atBonnt  of  sitt  annuBlIj  imported  for  the  yt»n  180S 
mud  1807,  and  the  countries  from  nhich  imported.  | 
'The  mannei  in  which,  ths  sccaunts  are  kept  at  the 
TreMUry  hu  rendered  it  more  cotHenient  to  give  the 
•mount  in  ttiia  initince  for  the  years  ending  the  30th 
September  than  for  calendar  yeara. 

It  nil[  be  perceived  bj  the  (tatement  A,  that  the 
'domeatic  eatabliahmeiit*  have  not  increaiied,  even  is 
the  same  ratio  aa  the  jiopulation  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  average  of  their  consumption  of  imparted  salt 
U  greater  for  \he  lut  than  for  the  first  yean  of  the 
•tatement.  Considering  alio  the  regularity  of  the 
fmportationa,  and  the  well  known  fact  that  the  article 
haa  been  principally  imported  ai  ballast  from  England, 
there  ii  reuon  to  believe  that  the  quantity  of  rait  now 
In  the  conntry  ii  very  inRdc4iuate  to  the  aupply  of  the 
preaent  year  ;  and  I  am  confident  that  there  can  be  no 
re«sonable  expectation  of  the  deficiency  being  mp- 
plied  for  that  year  Irom  internal  resources. 

I  am,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion,  that  every  en- 
eoiiragement  should  be  given  to  immediate  ioiparta- 
tioni,  and  that  measures  should  at  the  same  time  be 
Adopted  for  the  purpose  of  in>uring  for  the  aucceeding 
years  a  supply  ^om  domestic  eatablishments. 

The  only  means  of  promoting  immediate  importa- 
tions appear  to  be : .  let,  either  to  except  salt  from  the 
operation  of  the  non-intercourse  act,  or  to  put  off  the 
■eneral  operation  of  that  act  till  the  first  of  July  next; 
which  last  alternative  appears  in  every  respect  the 
most  eligible.  3d.  To  authorise  ths  President  to  per- 
mit American  vessels  to  proceed,  during  the  cantinn- 
•nce  of  the  embargo,  to  such  Ibreign  ports  as  may  be 
designated  by  law,  for  the  lole  purpose  of  bringing  in 
etrgoea  of  s&lt. 

The  internal  resources  must  be  drawn  from  either 
the  sail  springs  in  the  Tarious  parts  of  the  Western 
States,  from  the  Onondago  springs  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  or  from  the  Atlantic  ahoras. 

The  high  price  of  salt  in  the  Western  States  does 
not  aria*  from  the  actual  exnensc  incurred  in  manu- 
facturing the  article,  for  it  does  not  coat  more  than 
•evenly-five  cents  pi!r  bushel  at  the  Indiana  or  Wabash 
Saline,  and  yet  ita  market  price  hu  not  been  leas  than 
two  dollara.  It  follows,  that  the  price  is  kept  up  by 
tewon  of  the  quantity  made  being  much  less  than  the 
actual  demand,  and  therefore  that  no  considerable  ad- 
dition can  be  expected  from  the  quantity — none  cer- 
laialy  beyond  the  wants  of  that  part  of  the  countty. 

The  quantity  of  salt  made  at  the  Onondago  epringa 
may  certainly  be  coneiilerably  increased.  I  hate  been 
bfbrmed  that  about  300,000  bushels  ore  now  annually 
made,  and  that  the  amount  might,  perhaps,  he  in- 
creased to  600,000.  On  that  subject,  however,  I  can- 
not form  a  poaitive  opinion,  but  am  aatisiied  that  the 
most  sanguine  calculations  fall  very  short  of  the  an- 
nual consumption  of  the  United  States,  and  thai  the 
principal  resource  to  be  relied  on  is  the  increase  of 
establishments  on  the  seashore.  These  may  be  mul- 
tiplied in  numerous  places  from  Massachusetts  to 
Georgia  1  and  although  the  repeal  of  the  law  laying  a 
duty  on  importation  has  checked  their  progress,  eipe- 
rienca  has  proven  that  capital  may  be  advantageously 
employed  in  that  manufacture.  I  think  that  nothing 
more  is  necessary  to  induce,  at  present,  the  applica- 
tton  of  a  capital  sufficient  in  a  short  time  to  produce 
I  adequate  supply  than  the  certainty  of  not  being 
"■' ■" "        -  ■■    isat  r 


stic  manufacture,  or  by  a  renewal  of  the  duty  on 
the  importation,  to  take  place  afler  the  first  of  Jannaij 

'810,  and  to  continue  for years.     A  combination 

if  both  would  perhaps  be  best  calculated  to  insure  suc- 
ess,  and  also  most  equitable.  But  a  duly  on  imporla- 
ion  alone  is  the  easiest  to  execute.'and  is  not  liable 
to  any  ConslittitiOnat  objections. 
The  encouragement  thus  given  to  domesticeatabtUt- 
ents  may  indeed,  during  the  number  of  years  to  which 
the  dnty  or  bounty  would  be  limited,  increase  the 
price  of  salt.  But  that  temporary  inconvenience  diould 
be  cheerfully  submitted  to,  if  an  adequate  aupldy  of 
that  luceiur;  article  may  thereby  be  ever  after  insured 
on  reasonable  terms,  and  from  internal  resources  not 
liable  to  be  affected  by  war  or  by  any  other  interraption 
'  commerce.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  W.  A.  Bniwau,  Chairtnan  ^e. 
NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  iaioaCommittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  atQendmeuts  of  the  Senate  to 
be  bill  for  employing  seamen  and  marines. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTOOMERT  moved  to  strike  out  the 
irsl  amendment  of  Ihe  Senate  requiring  ihePre- 
sLdeitl  to  cause  to  be  manned  and  employed  all 
the  nrmed  vessels  and  gunboats  of  the  United 
Stales, and  insorl a  profision, tear JDgil  discretion- 
ary with  Ihe  President  to  employ  them  wheaeTet 
in  his  opinion  ihe  public  service  may  require  ii. 

A  division  of  tUeijuestion  was  called  lor,  so  at 
10  take  it  SrH  on  sirilting  out  the  words  ia  ibe 
amendment  of  Ihe  Senate. 

On  this  motion  a  desultory  debate  oC  ibree  or 
four  hours  look  place,  in  wh  ich  Messrs.  J.  O.  J*cc- 
BON,  G.  W.  Campbell,  Slo*n.  Smilib,  "South- 
ard, Bauon,  Gardneh,  QBOLBOii,DAVaoN, New- 
ton, Llotd,  MoaELV,  Love,  Lvoh,  and  Van  Dvn 
partook. 

The  motion  to  strike  oat  was  carried,  53  to  4S; 
and  ibe  motion  to  insert  negatived,  55  to  47, 

It  H'os  understood  thai  tbis  vote  destroyed  lb« 
first  amendment  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
but  that  ihe  House  might  disagree  lo  the  report 
of  the  Committee. 

The  question  was  tateri  separately  on  each  of 
the  other  amendments  from  the  Senaie,  (for 
adding  to  the  number  of  midshipmen,  corporals, 
seamen, and  marines,)  and  carried  by  majuritiet 
of  four,  Gve  and  six  voles. 

The  Oommiltae  then  rose  and  reported  lo  ibe 
House  their  disagreement  lo  the  first  ameiidment 
ol  the  Senate,  and  their  agreemeoi  to  the  remaio- 
der.    And  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  January  14. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider  the  bill,  en- 
lilled  "An  act  authorizing  the  appoiutment  aod 
employment  of  an  addiiional  number  of  nary 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,"  logeiher  wiih  ibe 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  thereto: 
Whereupon,  a  moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Nicao- 
LAs  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  bill 
and  amendments  be  postponed  until  Monday 
next     And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTOET  OF  CONGKESS. 


JiMCiHY,  1809. 


DiatTtwttd  Stamen. 


H.  or  R. 


DI8TRE88H)  SEAMEN. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  ■  Commiitee  of 
(he  WlioU  oa  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick,  disa- 
bled, and  distressed  seameo. 

The  blank  for  the  stim  to  be  appTOpriated  for 
the  purpose  was  filled  with  $200,000— sixty-eight 
risiog  ID  the  affirniBtire.  The  Comrnittee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill.  The  queslion  on  concur- 
reoce  with  the  Commillee  ia  filling  the  blao^j 
having  been  staled — 

Mr.  6DRWEI.L  said  he  should  Tote  against  this, 
becanse  he  did  not  consider  this  class  of  the  com- 
mnDJlf  as  particularly  entitled  to  relief  from  the 
GovernmeDt ;  and  even  if  it  were  proper,  there 
was  no  security  in  the  bill  that  the  money  would 
be  properly  applitd.  He  did  not  belie<re  that 
there  was  Any  such  diatreas  atsong  (he  aesonen  as 
repreaenied. 

Mr.  Newton  ezplaiaed  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  the  direction  of  the  fund  for 
(he  relief  of  distressed  and  disabled  seamen,  which 
hsd  heretofore  been  supplied  from  a  lax  on  their 
wages.  This  fund  was  now  exhausted  ;  and  the 
Secretary'  of  the  Treasury  said,  if  money  were 
not 'appropriated,  the  doors  of  the  hospitRls  must 
be  closed  against  them,  an  bfliee  which  the  Sec- 
retary did  not  wish  to  perform.  He  had,  there- 
fore', recomraended  an  appropriation  of  tSOO,- 
000  for  their  relief  Mr.  N.  (hen  slated  the  pecu- 
liar hardships  attached  to  the  seaman's  situa- 
tion, &o. 

Mr.  Holland  considered- 1 hiss  novel  measure. 
The  seamen  who  were  >n  distress,  be  conceired, 
etiiiiled  to  relief  from  the  respective  States  in 
which  they  might  be,  #ho  were  bound  to  sup- 
port their  poor.  Indeed  this  money  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  ase  of  the  enilnrgoed  seamen  gen- 
erally, because  it  was  only  for  the  relief  of  those 
who  were  subject  to  the  mnnicipal  regulations  of 
the  Slate  in  which  th^y  may  be. 

Mr.  QttmoT  observed  that  the  fund  for.  the 
anpport  of  distressed  seamen  had  heretofore  been 
derived  from  a  tax  on  the  w^ges  of  the  seamen. 
This  fund,  which  had  heretofore  been  sufficient. 
having  been  desiioyed  by  the  suspension  of  com- 
merce, he  asked  whether  the  Qenerat  Qovern- 
ment  was  not  pledged  to  do  something  for  these 
men,  who  would   not  have  suffered  but   for  its 

Mr.  Shtlie  was  in  favor  of  the  bill.  The  funds 
heretofore  eslflhlished  for  the  relief  of  our  sea- 
men had  been  destroyed  by  a  measure  which  had 
been  deemed  necessary  for  the  good  of  (he  coun- 
try, and  he  thou>;ht  assistance  ought  to  be  given 
to  thera.  Mr.  S.  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Secretary  of  (he  Treasury's  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tallhadge  said  that  every  gentleman 
who  attended  to  the  reasoning  of  (he  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  could  not  fail  to 
be  convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  his  siateme 
and  the  conclusion  which  he  had  drawn  from 
The  General  Oo'eromeDt  had  destroyed  the  ser- 
vice by  which  the  sedmen  had  heretofore  been 
aupported;  in  doing  which  they  bad  thrown  a 
hurden  on  the  community  in  the  same  ratio  as 
the  aeivice  had  beea  deattoyed.    The  Secretary 


of  the  Treasury  had  fairly  and  candidly  icld  the 
House  that  the  fund  for  the  support  of  the  dis- 
tressed seamen  was  destroyed.  What  should  he 
done  1  Should  nothing  be  apporiioned  from  the 
funds  of  this  Government  to  «uppart  the  estab- 
lishmeiitl  He  hoped  and  trusted  that  there 
would.  For  the  information  of  the  gentleman 
from  'Virginia,  (Mr.  Biirwbll,}  whu  did  not 
know  that  this  class  of  men  was  more  distressed 
than  any  other,  Mr.  T.  said  he  would  mention 
that  he  had  letters  from  different  parts  of  the  ^ 
Union,  particularly  from  Philadelphia,  from  one 
of  (he  most  respectable  merchants  in  (hat  city, 
informing  him  that  the  merchants  had  formed  a 
fund  for  (he  relief  of  (hese  persona,  which  had 
been  exhaus(ed,  the  seamen  being  in  (he  greatest 
distress,  without  a  stick  of  wood  in  the  severe 
weather  even  to  cook  their  vicpals,  and  request- 
ing him.aa  a  member  of  the  General  Qorern- 
ment  to  exert  himself  for  (heir  relief.  Mt.  T. 
t,aid  he  would  venture  to  declare  that  this  waa 
the  case  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and 
he  thought  it  most  UDquestionaUy  became  (he 
GoveTnmen(  to  grant  some  sort  of  relief  to  these 
citizens.     He  believed  that  iheappropriation  pro- 

Eosed  was  proper,  and  that  less  than  that  would 
e  too  little  for  the  purpose. 
Mr.  D.  B.  'Williams  thought  the  object  of  the 
bill  very  laudable,  but  he  wished  a  modification 
of  the  principles  He  waa  willing  to  advance  (he 
$200,000,  subject  to  be  refunded  from  the  funda 
hereafter  to  be  received  fi^r  the  support  of  this 
establishment.  He  thought  this  amendment 
would  be  highly  proper,  because,  from  a  docu- 
ment in  his  hands,  he  found  (hat  (he  fands  of  the 
establishment  for  tbe  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,  had  always  been  more  than  sufficient  for 
its  support.  In  June,  1802,  the  balance  of  (he 
fund  waa  876,188;  in  1803,  the  balance  was  $67,- 
443,  This  showed  that  the  funds  arising  out  of 
the  twenty-centi-a-monih-tas  on  the  seamen's 
wages,  was  more  than  adequate  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  had  been  established,  and  that  the 
fund  woiiid  hereaAer  be  able  to  refund  to  the 
Government  (be  moneys  now  about  (o  be  appro- 
priated. Considering  the  commercial  prospetity 
of  this  Government  since  1803,  it  was  fairly  pre- 
sumable,  that  a(  (he  (tme  of  the  imposition  of 
tbe  embaigo,  the  balapce  on  hand  was  greater 
than  at  the  former  period.  Under  this  view  of 
the  subject,  thoueb  he  had  not  the  slightest  wish 
lo  delay  the  bill, lie  moved  that  it  lie  on  tbe  (able 
until  an  amendment  could  be  prepared. 

Mr.  Newton  said  that  (he  fund  heretofore  de- 
rived from  (he  tax  on  seamen,  bad  not  been  more 
than  adequate  to  their  support.  In  (he  town  ia 
which  he  lived,  persons  had  not  been  admitted 
into  tbe  hospital  who  were  acknowledged  to  be 
entitled  to  relief.  In  consequence  of  the  con* 
sttuciion  put  upon  the  law,  a  great  many  of  the 
very  people  who  had  paid  twenty  cents  a  month 
out  of  their  wages  had  been  thrown  upon  the 
■■--  at  paupers,  and  supported  by  the 

'.  D.  R.  WtLLiaWB  replied  that  tbe  result  of 
thr  amend  meat  which  he  coDiemplaied  would 
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be,  (hat  if  there  oerer  w*a  a  biilfliicc  in  the  funds' 
ibe  moneys  spproprialed  would  never  be  repaid. 

Mr.  Story  deprecated  the  delay  which  would 
result  from  tbe  bill  lying  upaa  the  table.  The 
tneaDS  of  sapporting  [his  fund  were  destroyed  by 
a  law  of  the  United  Stales,  and  he  Ihuught  that 
the  General  Gavernment  should,  liy  ftiviog  an 
aid  lo  it,  supply  (he  deficiency.  He  represented 
the  peculiarity  of  tbe  seaman's  general  charac- 
ter ;  having  no  ibought  for  to-morrow,  when  de- 
prived of  his  monthly  pay,  he  was  of  course  sub- 
jected 10  disiress.  In  the  protection  of  the  een- 
eral  rightsof  the  commuDJty,  the  General  Gov- 
eromeut  had  been  compelled  to  subject  ifae  iea~ 
men  to  a  particular  calamity.  He,  therefore. 
thought  (bet  an  aditiiional  aid  for  the  support  of 
(he  sicV  and  disabled  should  be  afforded  by  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  withdrew  his  motion  for 
postponement,  with  a  view  of  moTing  an  amead- 

Further  debate  look  place  on  this  subject,  in. 
which  Messrs.  SLOiri,  Algxakder,  Q,ninGT, 
Stobt,  Shilib,  Newton,  and  D.  R.  Williams, 
advocated  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
HoLLANO,  BoYn,GARDEifieR,a'od  MacON.opposed 
it.  Mr.  QARDGNiEfi  started  a  Constitutisnal  ob- 
jeetion  to  the  bill ;  he  said  that  there  was  no 
power  given  under  the  Constitution  by  which 
either  House  of  Congress  could  be  converted  in- 
to an  alms-house;  it  was  assuming  the  eiercise 
of  the  legislative  powers  of  the  States,  which  bad 
never  even  been  proposed  lo  be  given  la  Ibe  Gen- 
eral Goveromenl.  He  said  he  thought  he  saw  a 
disposiiion  in  a  certain  part  of  the  Government 
to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the  Stales;  and 
in  however  pleasing  forms  those  encroachraents 
were  dressed,  they  ought  to  tie  guarded  against. 
To  this  it  was  replied  by  Messrs.  CIdihct  and 
Stort  that,  as,  under  the  sanction  of  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  hospitals  had  been  erected, 
and  they  labored  under  a  temporary  embarrass- 
ment, it  was  in  the  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  aQord  them  temporary  assistance.  If 
the  General  Gavernment  had  a  right  lo  establiiih 
marine  hospitals,  (which  question  had  been  set- 
tled and  acted  upon  for  many  yearsj  and  the 
funds  for  their  support  should  fail,  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Congress,  under  the  general  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  to  provide  temporary  funds  for 
their  support. 

The  question  on  inserting  $200,000  was  tahen 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — Yeas  69,  nays  37, 
as  folio wa: 

Yiis— Evan  AUiander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon,  Jonph  Barker,  Burwell  BsHMlt,  William 
W.  Bibb,  WUIiam  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  Jan.,  John 
Boyle,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Culpeper,  Richard  Culla,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Josiab  Deane,  Daniel  M.  Durcl),  William  Findley, 
James  Fiek,  Francis  Gardner,  Isaiali  L.  Green,  Woi. 
Uelmi,  David  Udmca,  Benjamin  Howard.  Daniel 
Ildey,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  Jackson;  Robert  Jen- 
kins,Richard  iVI.  Johnson,  Walter JoneB,Jaine«  Kelly, 
William  Kirkpatriti,  John  Lamburt,  Mallhew  Lyon, 
Robert  Maiuin,  Joeiah  Haitera,  WiUiam   McCreery, 


Will  Lam  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Piicholas  R. 
«,  Jeremiah  Mnrow,  John  Morrow,  Gnrdon  6. 
iford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  nenton,  Josi^ 
cy,  Jacob  Richards,  Samael  Riker,  John  Russell, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebetieier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  3milie,Jedediali  K. 
Smith,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Btorer,  Joseph 
,  ,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  J«hD  Taylor,  John  Tbompwin,  James  I.  Tan 
Alen,  Daniel  C.  Verplanek,  Isaac  WUbour,  Dvvid  R. 
Williams,  Nathan  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nits — liemnel  J.  Alston,  David  Bstd,  Thomas 
Blount.  Adam  Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Batler,  Joseph  Cslhoati,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Joaopfa  Desha,  James  Elliot,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bsrent  Gardenier,  Tbomaa 
Gholson,  Jan.,  Charles  Ooldsbonragb,  John  Heister, 
William  Hoge,  Jafnc*  Holland,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn., 
John  LovB,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Daniel  Montgomery, 
1^  Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  Newbold,  lohn  Pogh, 
'Joka  Etea  af  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Jtowan,  Samuel  Iteiith,  RidL- 
ard  Stanford,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Eillian  K.  Van  Renaselaer,  and  Robcn  Wbite> 
hill. 

.Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAHB  moved  lo  add  to  the 
clause  making  the  appropriation  the  following 
words:  "And  that  the  same  shall  be  refunded  in- 
lo  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States  out  of  such 
sums  as  may  accrue  to  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 
disabled  seamen."  This  amendment  Was  modi- 
fied, on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ^oiHor,  by  adding 
to  it  the  words;  ''At  sueb  times  and  >o  such 
manner  as  may  not  defeat  the  general  purposea 
for  which  such  fund  was  ehlabLished."  The 
amendment,  as  modiSed,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Steoman  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the  foU 
lowing  sentence,  which  he  conceived  would  make 
Ihc  bill  conform  to  ihe  Secretary  of  (be  Treasu- 
ry's letter  on  the  subject:  ''And  shall  be  expended 
therein  in  proportion  to  the  amount  collected  in 
each,  (port,)  on  accouot  of  the  fund,  for  liie  re- 
lief of  aicic  and  disabled  seamen  during  the  year 
1B07."  This  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Micoa, 
D.  R.  WiLLiiHS,  and  Newton,  who  declared 
hat  it  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  if 
dopled  would  compel  many  to  vole  agalnat  the 
lill.  Mr.  Stedman,  desirous  lliat  the  bill  should 
lass,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

And  on  the  question, '' Shall  tbe  bill  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  V  there  were  in  faroc 


of  ii  51 — again 


it  24. 


e  read  a  third  time  on 


Monday,  January  16. 
Mr.  Vas  Horn  presented  a  memorial  of  snndfy 
inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  lots  or  parcels  of 
land,  in  Georgetown  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Columbia,  stating  certain,  objections  to 
the  provisrans  contained  in  a  bill  now  depending 
before  the  House,  supplementary  io  the  aci,  enii- 
tled  "An  actto  amend  the  charter  of  Gkorgetown;" 
and  praying  rhnl  ibe  said  bill  maybe  revised  and 
amended  in  such  manner,  previous  to  its  passage 
inlo  a  taw.  as  lo  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
appear  best  calculated  tapromote  Ihe  convenience 
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and  bene^t  of  the  naeraorisliila.  and  others. — Re- 
ferre4  (o  tbe  Commitiee  of  ihe  Whole'to  Vhom 
was  com  mi  lied,  oa  the  fifth  insient,  the  tnll  sup- 
plemeatary  to  the  act,  emitted  "An  act  to  amend 
the  charter  of  Qeortfetown." 
.  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  B<Iward  Beamoni,  now 
tmpritotied  for  Ihe-  sum  of  four  huridred  doltars, 
dae  aa  a  peoalif ,  to  the  Uoited  Btates,  went 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  report- 
ed to  ihe  House,  and  ordered  to  be  enj^rossed  for 
■  third  reading. 

DISTRESSED  SEAMEN. 

AaeDgrossed  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  sick,  disabled, 
aDd  dihCrCsEed  seaiuea,  was  [ead  ihe  third  lime; 
and  on  the  queition  that  the  tame  do  passj  it  was 
lesotVed  in  the  affirmative-^yess  66:  nays  30,  as 
follows: 

Till — Evin  Aleiuder,  WHlia  Alston,  Jan.,  Joseph 
Bukcr,  BuTweU  Busett,  Williiim  Blackledge;  John 
Blake,  Jun.,  John  Bovie;  George  W.  Campbeir,  John 
Calpeper,  Richard  Cutu,  SKmuel  W.  Dana,  John 
DswioD,  Josiah  Deinc,  Dsniel  M.  Durell,  William 
El;,  Francis  Garilnei,  John  Harris,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilslej, 
Robert  Jenkins,  RichBrd  M.  Jahnaon,  Walter  Jones,' 
JuiM  KeHy,  John  I.wnbert,  Matthew  hjoa,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  William 
MiljM»,  Jehu  MonCgsmerj,  Nicholas  R.  Hoar*,  Jera- 
mi^  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Uardim  8.  Mumfind, 
Bogvr  Nslabn,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitlcin,  juiu, 
Johii  Porter,  Jacob  Richards,  Samnel  Riker,  John 
Rosiell,  EtwOeiei  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,.  James  Sloaa, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,'  William. 
Btetlman,  Clement  Slorej-,  Joseph  Story.  Lewis  B. 
Stnrgei,  Peter  Bwsrt,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjaoiia 
Talloiadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompaon,  George  M. 
Troup,  Philip  Van  Cartlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Jewe  Whartoo,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Nathan  Wilson,  and 
Rjehatd  Winn.  ,  ,  . 

Nits— Lemuel  J.  Alston.  David  Bard,  A  Jam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  Wiltiuo  A.  Baiwell,  John  W.  Ep'pes, 
Meaback  Franklin,  James  M.  Gariiett,  Thomas  Ghol- 
■dn,  Jan.,  Edwin  Grjy,  John  Heister,  WilliamHoge, 
Thomas-Kenan,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Ldve,  Nathaniel 
Mabon,  Daniel  Mon^tiiDry,  jun.,  John  Pdgh,  John 
Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rh^a  of  Tennsiseo. 
Matthias  Rid^ards,  John  Rowan,  Samuel  8[fiith,  Rich- 
ard 8taoford,  Jabes  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi 
bald  Varf  -Hon),  KiUian  K.  Van  KMinalaer.  Robert 
WhitrtuU.  and  AleHander  Wilson. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  THDU4.a.  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  the  division  of  Ihe  Indiana  Territory.  The 
blaabs  in.the  bill  were  filled,  and  it  was  reported 
lo  the  House. 

[The  bill,  as  reported,  provides  ibai  after  the 
1st  day  of  March  neii,  all  that  part  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  which  lies  west  of  the  Wahash  river, 
aitd  a  dir«cl  line  drawn  from  the  naid  Wabash 
river  and  Post  YincenncE,  due  north  to  the  Tet- 
litorlal  line  beiweeo  the  United  Slates  and  Can- 
ada, thall,  for  the  purpose  of  temporary  govern- 
meat,  constiiuce  a  separate  Territory' to  be  called 
Illinois,  aoj  that  uoiil  otherwise  ordered  by  ibe 
Legistaiureof  the  said  lUiaoisTerriioty.Kaska*- 


kta,  on  the  Mi$siNBippi.  shalt  be  the  seat  of  6or- 
ernmentofthe  Territory.] 

The  bil!  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  wiihotit  a  division. 

iJAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  Buihonziog  the  appointment 
and  employment  Of  an  additional  number  of  Navy 
officers, seBmen,  and  marines:"  Whereupon. the 
first  amendment,  to  which  the  Commiltee  ol  the 
Whole  reported  ibeir  disagreement  on  the  tbir- 
teenlh  instant,  being  again  re.-id  itt  the  Clerk's 
table,  in  the  words  following,  1q  wit : 

"Section  one,  line  two^  After  the  word  'aaiembled,' 
insert,  'That  there  be  fitted  out,  officered,  manned,  and 
employed,  a»  soon  a?  may  be,  all  the  frigates  and  otber 
armed  vesseU  of  the  United  States,  and  gunboata: 
That  the  Piesiilent  of  the  United  States  be  authoriied 
and  empowered  to  caUse  the  frigatea  and  arm.ed  ve*- 
sels,  so  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared  lor  actual  service, 
rcBpectivelj,  to  be  stationed  at  such  ports  and  place* 
on  the  seacoast,  as  be  may  deem  most  expedient )  or  lo 
cruise  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
or  territories  thereof,  and :" 

Mr.  MiLHOR  explained  ibe  reasons  why  he 
should  now  vote  diflerenlly  from  his  vote  on  a 
former  occasioD.  He  willed  that  the  Htiuse 
Would  not  concur  with  Ihe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  disagieenieDt  lo  the  first  amend- 

Mr.  Stcboeb  assigned  the  reasons  for  bis  vole 
in  a  speech  of  about  iweoly  minutes. 

Mr.  Story  made  a  speech  of  about  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  in  favor  of  the  amendments  from 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  about  five  roin- 
nles  against  them. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  replied  to  Mr.  Stobv  in 
a  speech  of  an  hour. 

Mr.  Smilis  spoke  on  the  same  side  for  about 
fifteen  minutes. 

Messra.  Bacon,  Lyoh,  and  Dubell,  each  spoke 
K  short  time  in  favor  of  the  atiieodmeDis  from  the 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
wilb  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disa- 
greement to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  carried— yeas  ee,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

YKis— Ev8n  Aleisnder,  WiUis  Alston,  Jan..  David 
■M  Basaatt,  Willium    Blackiedge,  Thomas 


Georee  W.  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Clop 
ton,  John  Culpeper,  Josiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  Mesback  Fnnkiin,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Thomas  Gbalson,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  John  Heister.  WiUiUa  Uoge,  James  Holland, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  M.  Jolmson,  Thomas  Ke- 
nan, William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambect,  Edward 
Lloyd,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Creerj,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Mooie.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ro- 
ger Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas, 
John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,   John   Rhea  of   Teoneeaee,    Jacob 
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Uicbird*,  MatthiiB  Rieh&tdi,  Ebencur  .8e>Yar,  Denni* 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Hmitb,  Samael  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Kichnnl  Sunlbrd,  John  Taylor,  Jabei  Up- 
ham,  Daaiel  C.  Terplaack,  Jeue  WbRrton,  Robert 
Whitebill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Divld  R.  WiUiami,  Aleian- 
dtir  WilKon.  Nathan  Wit.on.and  Rlcharxl  Winn. 

Naib— Bickicl  Bacon,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Matthew 
Cla;,  Richard  Cutta,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun^  John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  Jamei  El- 
liot, WUIism  £1;,  William  Findlej,  Jamea  Figk,  Pran- 
eia  Gardner,  Charlea  Goldiborough,  laaiah  L.  Green, 
John  Harris,  Darid  Holmes,  Seoben  Humphrey  a, 
Daniel  Ilsli-y,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  Jackson, 
Robert  JenkiDs,  Walter  Jones.  Jamea  Kellj,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Mallhei*  Lyon,  Josiah  Masters.  William  Milnor, 
John  Montgomery,  Jonathan  0.  Moseljr,  Ouriloa  S. 
Mnmlbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Rusaell, 
Samuel  Shaw,  James  Sloan.  Jededlah  K.  Smith,  Wil- 
UamStedman,ClementStorer,  Joseph  Story,  Lewis  B. 
Storgea.  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thomp- 
■OQ,  George  M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip 
Van  Coitlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  and  KUIian  K.  Van  Rensaelaei. 

The  question  was  then  laben  that  the  House 
do  concur  with  the  ComiDiitce  of  the  Whole  in 
their  agreement  lo  the  second  BtnendmeDt,  and 
resoWed  iit  the  affirtnaUre. 

The  third  amEDdment,  lo  trbicb  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Hutise  alio  reported  their  agree- 
ment, wai  again  read,  in  the  words  follonring,  to 


"  Section  one,  line  five.    Strike  oui,  ■ 
•eamen,'  and  insert  'four  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fi>rt7-«eveD  able  seamen,  ordinary  aeamen,  and  boys." 

The  question  was  then  uken  that  the  Mouse 
do  concur  with  the  Conitnittee  of  the  Whole  in 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  and  passed  in  the 
negative — yets  41,  nays  73,  as  follows: 

Yiis— Burwell  Baaaelt,  John  Cloplon,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Flak, 
Thomas  Gbolaon.  jun.,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Hsrris,  David  Holmes,  Daniel  lUiey, 
John  G.  Jackaon,  Robert  Jenkins,  Thomas  Kenan, 
William  Kirkpalrick,  Matthew  Lyon,  Wm.  McCreery, 
William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jooathan  O.  Moaoly.  Roger  Nelson.  Tboma*  Newbold, 
Thoma*  Newlon,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  Samuel  Riker,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Stedman, 
Clement  Storer,  Joseph  Story,  Peter  Swart,  James  I. 
Van  Alen,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and  Issac  Wilbour. 

Nats— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Eze- 
fciel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  John  Blako,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adsm 
Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brawn7  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Culpcper,  Richard  Cutta,  Joaiah 
Daane,  Joseph  Deshs,  Jas.  Elliot,  Wm.  &ly,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Wm.  Findlor,  Meshack  Pranklin,B.  Gardenier, 
Freneia  Gardner,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray, 
John  Heiatsr,  William  Moge,  James  Holland,  Benja- 
nun  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys.  Richard  M.  John- 
•an,  John  Lambert,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Rribert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters, 
Daniel  Mmitgomerj,  juniiH',  Tbamas  Moore,  Jeremiah 


Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Ourdon   8.  Mninbrd,   John  | 

Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  JUndolpb,  John  R«a  oCPem* 
sylrania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneseee,  Jacob  Ridianla, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Rowan,  John  Ruaaell,  James 
Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,'  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Storgea, 
John  Taylor,  John  Tbompaoii,  Abram  Trigg,  George 
M.  Troup,  Jabex  Upham,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Jews 
Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Al«x- 
ander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  foufth  and  fiftb  ameDdmenia  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  said  bill,  were  then  again  read,  and, 
upon  the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House. 

The  title,  as  amended  by  the  Senate,  was  then 
read,  ia  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"An  act  (or  manning,  arming,  and  equipping,  fat 
immediate  aervice,  all  the  public  ships  of  war,  vcaela, 
and  gunboats  of  the  United  States  :" 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  title  be  so  Buieod- 
ed,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  whs  than  made  bjr  Mr.  Bisbgtt  that 
tlie  House  do  reconsider  their  vote  orcpncnrrencs 
with  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agree- 
ment to  the  second  of  the  said  ameodments  ;  and, 
on  the  question  for  reconsideration,  it  was  reaolv- 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  Uouac 
do  concur  with  Ibe  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  Hmeadment,  and  pasc- 
«d  in  Ibe  negattTe.  . 

ToEsDar,  Jaauarf  17. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Beamont  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  iheir  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House  to  the  bill,  emitted  ''Ad 
act  aalhorizing  the  appointment  and  emplopmeDt 
of  an  additional  number  of  Navy  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,"  and  desirca  coiiferencewitli 
this  House  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  nid. 
amendments;  to  which  conference  the  Senate 
have  appfointed  mauagera  on  their  parL 
FOREIGN  REL.iTIONS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  communicaiing  certain  leitera 
which  parsed  between  the  British  Secretary  of 
State.  Mr.  Canaing,  and  Mr.  Piakney,  our  JVIin- 
isler  Pleoipolenliary  at  London. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  papers  haring 
been  read —   . 

Mr.  Bdrwell  moTed  that  5,000  copies  of  the 
Message  and  documenti  he  printed.  He  said, 
while  up,  he  could  not  refrain  from  expreixto^ 
his  regrei  tbat  the  Executive  had  not  taken  a  dif- 
ferent course  to  counteract  the  effect  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning's letter  than  the  one  which  he  bad  choaeo- 
It  was  impossible  that  any  new  evidence  sbonid 
have  been  wanting  lo  prove  that  our  Oovernmeat 
had  acted  with  justice  and  moderation.  Bui  it 
is  so  perfectly  plain  that  we  are  waging  a  war  of 
honor  and  candor  against  treachery  and  intrigue, 
that  it  ia  aarprisiag  that  a  atop  has  not  been  put 
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to  il.  Wiif  is  it  that  out  preues  are  teeming 
with  tteacherf  7  A  regular  lyilem  ii  f[oiag  on 
lo  OTcrihrow  the  QoTernnifDC.  How  is  il  that 
men  high  in  the  QoTeromeni  say  iliai  no  rarmal 
offer  was  made  lo  Great  Britain  to  repeal  our 
tmbargo  on  the  revocalion  of  her  Orderi  in  Coua- 
cil,  when  ibere  are  documenls  before  u>  pro7ing 
directly  the  conuaryl  Yei,  sir,  it  wu  assirted, 
by  tnen  high  in  office  in-  ttiis  country,  that  our 
Mioisler  had  acted  only  in  his  individual  capa- 
city long  before  this  Bncish  Minialer'a  letter  was 
publisbM.  But  what  doea  thii  sibgjlar  letter 
amount  tol  Mr.  Canning  wishes  to  prove  that 
the  offer  to  repeal  the  emoargo  waa  made  in  an 
unofficial  manner,  wjien  there  is  ■  formal  letter 
from  hiiDMlf  in  answer  to  the  official  note  of  Mr. 
Pinkney,  malting  [he  proposition  as  from  his  Qov- 
ernment.  Why  did  not  Mr.  Canning  meet  himi 
This  letter  of  his  is  but  a  continuation  of  that 
infamous  system  of  misleading  the  people  of  this 
couDtry  wbich  has  been  so  ]on^  persisted  in. 
Recollect  the  speech  of  Mr.  Canning  on  the  floor 
of  Parliament  on  the  34lh  day  of  June  last.  Sir, 
lam  sorry  to  mention  this  subject  here,  but  when 
I  see  the  rights  of  ray  canntry  insulted,  and  puh' 
lie  sensibility  worked  upon  as  it  has  been,  1  can- 
not restrain  my  feelings.  It  is  time  to  put  a  stop 
10  this  Dnderhaoded  system.  Can  it  be  forgotten 
what  were  the  aentiments  of  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica when  the  famous  Qenet  cqmmeneed  his  appeal 
from  the  President,  who  properly  put  a  stop  to  it? 
Why  does  CanniDK  tiontend  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  not  Known  to  us  at  the  time  that 
the  embargo  was  laid  1,  It  is  to  meet  the  feelings 
of  the  country,  and  to  support  views  taken  in  this 
nation.  1  hope  that  5.000  copies  will  be  printed, 
and  that  (his  is  the  last  time  we  shall  be  under 
ihe  necessity  of  counteracting  these  insidious  ap- 
peals to  the  people. 

Hr.  MioHOLiB  ob^ierTed,  that  ibe  letters  which 
bad  just  been  read  furnished  another  evidence  of 
tne  fidelity  and  ability  of  the  public  servants 
and  '■noiber  signal  to  warn  the  people  of  thi: 
eountrv  of  the  dan^r  which  hangs  over  them,  li 
■how  that  the  British  Oovernment  is  in  a  course 
of  intrigue  for  the  purpose  of  separating  the  peo- 
ple from  their  Government,  f  want  no  other 
evidence  of  ibis  than  (be  letter  of  Mr.  Ci 
which  has  just  been  read.  How  did  that  letter 
get  into  the  papers  of  the  United  States.  It  must 
have  been  sent  here  by  the  British  Governme 
for  what  purpose?  It  is  an  appeal  "by  the  ( 
ernmeat  of  Great  Britain  lo  tbe  people  of  Ai 
iea.  On  what  ground  is  tbis  appeal  madel  Go 
the  ground  of  joMice,  of  truth,  or  of  sineeriiy4 
Neither,  sir;  it  is  for  tbe  purpose  of  deceiving 
the  people  of  this  country  with  the  most  ungen- 
tlemanly  and  unmanly  misrepresentations.'  God 
forbid  that  I  should  believe  that  Great  Britain 
has  many  adherents  in  this  country;  but  ihat  she 
ha*  some,  this  business  is  to  my  mind  full  dem- 
Dtutration.  How  is  this  production  received? 
How  is  it  ushered  into  the  public  view?  Have 
the  printers  who  Brat  tite  it  publicity  shown 
even  a  common  impartiality  between  their  own 
QoTerameiitand  that  ofaforciganatioit?  Hare 


they  shown  a  desire  to  hear  what  their  Govern- 
louldsay?   Can  tbese  men  >>e  Americans? 
i  they  are  British  purtisans,  pleading  tha 
>f  ibe  Briiitb  Government  against  (heir own. 
Mr-  N.'  said,  be  had  before  him  r  paper  called  the 
Bottan  Centinel,  containing  some  comments  on 
Mr.  Canning's  letter.    [Mr.  N.  here  quoted  some 
pasRiges  from  these  comments,  staling  (his  letter 
of  Mr.  Canning's  to  he  evidence  of  a  partiality 
in  iheGovernment  of  (he  United  S(ates  (o  France, 
&c.]     This  is  an  American   print,  said  Mr.   N., 
id  ibis  letter  is  ezultingiy  given  to  tbe  Ameri- 
ID  peoplv  as  lending  to  show  that  (heir  Gorern- 
enl  has  piaetised  a  deception  upon  ibem. 
Mr.  TaoDp  said,  lie  believed  that  the  publica* 
Dn  of  this  letter  was  intended  by  (he  British 
Oorernmenl  to  influence  the  people;  and  in  order 
that  the  whole  troth  might  be  widely  dissemi- 
nated, he  moved  that  t^  thousand  copies   b« 
printed. 

Mr.  Gabdekieb  eonourred  most  heartily  in  the 
..otioD  for  prtoting,  and  also  in  the  proposition 
fur  the  largest  number  of  copies.  Assuredly  If 
there  was  a  matter  upon  which  it  was  important 
thai  the  people  of  tbe,United  S(a(es  should  b« 
correelty  informed,  it  was  ihe  subject  which  the 
meatage  of  this  morning  placed  betore  the  Hoqm. 
1  for  one,  be  taid,  cannot  help  regretting  deeply 
(hat  tbe  public  con6denee  in  tbe  administradoii 
of  the  GovernmeD(  should  have  been  so  shaken 
by  tome  cause  or  other,  as  (hat  gendemen  of  tba 
GrsI  respectabilitv  and  no  common  influence  in 
this  Honse,  should  be  drlTen  to  the  necessity  of 
combatting  on  this  floor  the  ebullitions  of  the 
editor  of  a  newspaper.  Are  these  puhlicatioas  of 
newspapers  the  topics  fit  for  discussion  in  iha 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States? 
b  it  come  to  ihia,  sir,  Ihat  a  Representative  of  tba 
people,  to  protect  his  (Sorernmenl  from  public 
odium,  thinks  it  necessary  to  array  the  Repre- 
seataiives  of  tbe  nation  againat  the  bumble  edilora 
of  a  newspaper?  I  feel  bumtliated  that  the  affairs 
of  this  country  should  be  brought  into  such  a 
condition  that  it  should  be  necessary  that  the 
editor  of  a  newspaper,  for  tbe  first  time,  should 
be  refuted  bya  membecof  this  House  in  his  place. 
I  bad  thought  that  these  ebullitions  passed  bv  The 
Ooveromentas  an  idle  wind  which  it  beedeti  not. 
Bat  if  the  Goveroment  is  brought,  either  by  ita 
own  wcakaeu  or  the  -machinations  of  a  forc^a 
nation,  to  such  a  situation  that  il  cannot  stand  a 
paragraph  in  a  newspaper,  ii  ia  brought  (o  a  low 
pass  indeed.  But  the  remarks  of  this  editor  bare 
been  introduced  into  the  Hoose.  I  do  not  wish 
at  this  lime  to  go  over  tbe  gioand  and  admit  or 
deny  the  proposition  which  he  eoDceivei  he  has 
established.  But  I  regretthat  this  bumble  editor 
should  have  been  made  tbe  subject  of  such  severs 
remark,  not  only  because  1  wish  that  he  should 
have  been  unnoticed  in  this  House,  but  because  I 
confess  that  in  tbe  material  matter  of  fact,  I  can 
see  nothing  of  harm  which  this  poor  editor  has 
done.  He  has  printed  the  letter  of  Mr.  Canning 
la  Mr.  Pinkney;  and  il  appears  that  he  has  pub- 
lished a  document  which  tbe  Administration  had 
not  thovghl  proper  to  aommaDicate,  but  which 
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wa*  KflDuioe  and  true.  Front  iheaa  fkeU;  nnw 
eitabliilied  beyDod  cantroveEsf.  this  edilor  has 
undertakeD,  for  (he  amusemeai  and  iasiruction  of 
h<E  readers,  lo  niake  certain  cammeDU  which  ap- 
pear to  hi!  mind  proper.  If  (he  fact  be  as  the 
editor  has  siaced  it,  hli  commenti  are  of  no  im- 
poriaoeereipecinlly  at  this  oiomeDC,  when  Dews- 
papers  on  both  sides  bare  ;iiv%D  tberaselveg  up  to 
■Hch  misrepresent  a  tiont.  Whether  his  infcTencea 
be  oorreetl)'  drawn  or  doe,  is  matter  for  the  people 
to  decide.  Those  remarks  are  bol  reSectioDH 
npon  a  docitmeot  which  on  all  hands  is  conceded 
to  be  matter  of  fact — and  why  should  geatlemcti' 
be  alarmed  if  hia  ioferencet  be  absurd  or  ridieo- 
lontl  If  the  integritf  of  the  Admioistratioa  op- 
poaet  that  impenetrable  shield  to  the  shafts  of  its 
enemiea  which  ti  alwa^  should  do,  wheace  this 
■larml  i  am  fearful  that  (he  geuttemm  from 
Virg>iaia,  (Mr.  Niohov^s,)  whose  known  pru- 
dence and  good  sense  1  cannot  avoid  reFpeciing, 
sawsoimibinr  more  in  ell  this  than  tha  mere 
usual  efforts  of  the  editor  of  a  newspaper;  and  in 
the  tame  proportion  as  he  attaches  importance  to 
them  will  ibe  people  do  the  same,  [t  is  unforlU' 
Bate  for  Ihe  Administration  ibat  this  course  has 
been  pursued;  it  will  awaken  remark  and  mis- 
efaierous  curiosity  amon^  the  people.  Probabi]' 
if  raencion  had  not  beentaade  of  it,  it  might  ha?e 
passed  without  notice;  hat  now  I  fear  ttiat  sus- 
picions will  be  entertained  which  but  for  ihik 
mode  might  oerer  hare  been  excited  by  the  editor 
of  a  newspaper.  After  all  I  must  confess  that  I 
do  got  find  a  great  deal  of  fault  with  this  editor 
of  a  newspaper  for  ihejiuhllcatian  cf  a  doeumenE; 
and  his  remarks  are  out  ofths'  quastioii.  The 
people  of  the  United  Slates  caantu  liaow  loo 
much.  However  the  Administration  may  hare 
thought  it  of  little  importance  to  cammiiDieate 
the  documeals  heretofore,  yet  it  can  do  ao  harm 
lathe  good  sense  of  the  people  lo  read  all  thai 
bas  passed.  I  see  no  danger  in  it;  and  whether 
it  comes  from  Ibe  Cabinet  of  Great  Britain  or 
from  our  own,  I  hare  that  confideoce  in  (he  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Slates,  that  I  am  willing  to 
trust  them  with  it.  If  circumstance*  throw  no 
blame  on  the  Adminitlration,  they  need  not  fear 
it.  I  am  for  publishing  the  whole  because  I  am 
defiroiM  that  the  people  should  know  ereryihing, 
and  shall  always  be  (bankfol  (hat  a  neceuiiy  (for 
whitever  reason)  does  exist  for  informing  them. 
And  if  I  have  causeof  regret  on  this  subject,  it  is 
■ot  from  the  same  source  as  (hat  expreseed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  My  regret  is  that 
this  communicalion  should  not  bare  been  made 
befwe  this  time^  and  that  (he  necessity  of  making 
these  documents  public  should  in  this  manner 
have  been  brought  about.  As  a  RepreseiVHtiTe 
of  the  American  people  I  feel  bumbled  by  this; 
and  whatever  importance  may  be  attached  (o  it, 
am  sorry  that  (he  Admluistration  has  not  hereto- 
fore seen  (he  necessity  ot  laying  before  (be  pub- 
lie  every(biag  reladng  (o  their  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  emDargo;  for  the  whole  argument  in 
laror  of  the  conliaaation  of  the  embargo  has 
turned  very  mach  on  the  reiection  by  the  British 
QoveTDmeat  of  our  oandid  offer.    It  is  of  im- 


portance  Ihst  the  people  should  be  appriied  of 
eTerythingcoQuecled  with  that  ma((er,  bKauseit 
is  the  piroi  on  which  [heembBrgohaitarntd^iDd 
I  regret  exceedingly  (ha(  (he  Pfesid'pnl  of  (he  Uni- 
ted S(aie9 should  not  hare  seen  the  impamncear 
making  these  documenis  pablic  hiiherio— ibs[ be 
should  have  teen  i[  only  when  one  of  tb<  iFltert 
was  published.  If  1  understand  (he  messa^  or 
(o  day,  the  reason  why  (his  eommuaicatios  ii 
made,  is.  (hat  Mr.  Canning's  letter  ia  ealtulaKd 
(o  make  an  impression  unTaTonbIs  lo  (be  elll^ 
ac(er  of  the  Oovernment,  and  the  initftiisit- 
ceaaary  to  set  (hem  ri(^ht.  It  woald  bare  been  t 
mucli  beder  reason  for  commUaicadng  it  hereto- 
fore, that  the  people  ought  (o  be  fully  inforiDed. 
[  know  Dot  whether  the  t(roages(  sensalioii  ofrt- 
gret  which  I  feel  is;  that  it  has  not  beTure  been 
made  pQblie  fay  (be  Adrftinis(ra(ioD,  or  (hat  ihii 
House  should  be  made  (he  organ  of  cammnoin- 
(ion,  for  the  purpose  of  pMserytag  to  it  ibe  coifi- 
deaceoftbe  people.  Le[  gendrmen  remeotm 
that  as  long  a*  the  liberty  of  (he  press  eilats,  it 
win  be  licentious;  tlfa(  as  long  as  the  RrpaMic 
exists,  (here  will  be  patties,  (hose  ia  po«er  iml 
those  out.  It  is  to  be  expected  thittber  will 
assail  each  other  frequenily,  nngeneroutlf,iDd 
with  much  eaiamny  ;  and  Adrainisttattoninaf 
again  tali  as  (hey  havefBltefi.  It  is  cbc  of  ibeerili 
Bitendiog  (he  invaluable  liberty  of  the  press,  II 
(he  prln(ers  publish  untruth,  I  hare  no  objMnan 
(D  puniab  them,  but  1  do  oot  like  these  dcauDfi- 
BiioDB  of  B  printer,  who  will  laugb  at  (hfip.  il( 
doea  not  care ;  he  will  acquire  new  rigor,  lod 
those  wbo'pardcipaie  in  his  sea(imeii»«i!"ike 
him  much  tiatier  for  (he  publicity  glTealo  hn 

Mr.  LoTE  said,  as  he  preaiimed  from  bis  obser- 
vations that  the  geotiaman  from  Nev  York  mi 
not  in  (he  House  when  the  message  was  r«i<l,  ba 
rose  to  sISte  thal'the  answer  of  Mr.  Pinkoe)'  is 
not  m  the  posseMion  of  tha  OovenrnMiit  '')«° 
the  forlnal  correspondence  on  tbe  sulgeet  >u 
published.    Whether  or  hot  it  was  correct  M  no- 
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laJnIy  quite  as  correct  for  om  geotleiDaa  to  com- 
ment upon  them  as  for  uotbei  to  rise  in  ibeir 
defence.  The  statement  which  he  hid  leeiiia 
(he  newspapers  was  not  correct,  and  coatd  obIj 
be  intended  for  deception  and  to  mislead  tbe  peo- 
ple at  this  critical  momenl. 

Mr.  MiooK  said,  notwithstandia;  (he  lieen- 
ttousness  of  newspaper  editors,  he  wbs  againii 
any  law  for  eurbing  them.  Let  them  raa  ibeif 
whole  length,  said  he.  I  only  nsk  the  libertr  "l 
buying  sach  of  their  papers  as  1  like.  As  long 
as  the  press  is  free,  newspapers  will  mike  thm 
D*n  comments;  and  a  great  manf  will  d»" 
(hose  which  I  do  notapprore.  But  it  ia  really '° 
be  regretted  that  f  do  not  know  a  paper  in  tbe 
United  States  that  takes  up  both  sides.  I  'l'." 
(here  was  such  a  one.  Oo  (he  subject  of  thu 
message,  (o  be  serioni,  i(  s(rikes  me  in  a  drffereol 
pointofriewfromthalin  which ithasappeaiedio 
anv other genlleman.  Compare thefact of ibeev 
traordioary  mode  of  publication  of  Mr.  Cannmg^ 
letter  in  Hew  York,  (some  say  in  Boston)  wiin 
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ral  late  (lUitacUODi, m  the  ioriisijooR  of  oot 
ens  to  violate  oor  laws,  tbe  vesaels  oa  our 
coast  forciog  a  trade,  &,<;^  and  1  can  consider 
tfaera  in  do  oliiet  light  ibaa  as  appeals  to  the  peo- 
ple of.  thia  coBDirf  by  the  British  Mioistrf .  In- 
stead of  alieoaiiag  ihe  aOeciiooa  of  this  people 
ftom  ^fieir  QorerameDt,  it  wili  more  strongly 
aiUctiihem  to  it.  That  Great  Britain  should 
addiess  this  ruoaway  proclamatign  to  our  people, 
is  DDE  FUrprisiDC.  We  are  a  people  made  up  of 
emigrmois  and  deacebdaais  from  different  nations, 
and  there  are  lonu  men  amoncst  us  who  are  Dot 
as  yirtUDus  at  a  Cato  or  Aristidei.  Tliis  circum- 
■tanee  will  iodnoe  Kumpean  Goremmeais  al- 
ways to  make  attempts  of  ihissDrt.  Mr.  Can- 
Ding^  letter  bai  struct  me  In  a  cun'out  point  of 
view,  oom pared  -^nh  ibe  doeumemt  heretofore 
eommuDtcated.  Atone  lime  he  wants  coo  vena- 
tions, and  at  another  time  written  commaniea- 
tioBG.  The  letter  read  to-day  conpleiely-  aalisfles 
m^  mind  on  tbia<ubject.  Ai  the  very  time  that 
this  letter  of  Ihe  British  MiDisier  is  ptibHshed  at 
BostOD.apubliq  armed  Gbip appeared  on  the  ooast 
of  Qefirgia,  cruising'  after  cotton.  Sir,  nothing 
can  be  atronger  evidence  to  me  of  the  efficiency 
of  tfae  measures  whieb  this  nation  has  taken  in 
rel&iioD  lo  Europe,  than  a  fair  namination  of  the 
QOikduelof  Qreat  Briliin  towards  us  since.  Why 
the  proclamation  encouraging  evasions  of  our 
laws?  Why  these  pubiicaiiona?  Why  the  ship 
or  ships  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  sir?  Facts 
apeak  stronger  than  words,  ibe  efficacy  of  our 
meatures.  Can  it  be  possible  that  a  prockma- 
tioD  inviting  violations  of  our  lavs  would  be 
issued,  that  armed  ships  would  be  sent  on  smug- 
gling expeditions  on  our  coast  by  any  civilized 
nation  which  did  not  feel  onr  measurea?  The 
worst  Oovernmant  that  ever  existed,  as  well  as  the 
worst  man  that  ever  eiisied,  is  desirous  of  main- 
taining a  ^ood  character  with  the  world.  This 
pruclamaiton  was  not  issued  whilst  we  had  any- 
thing left  afloat.  Wheu  they  cannot  plunder 
yon,  they  will  harbor  your  runaways.  That  is 
the  plain  En|lish  of  it,  sir. ,  On  the  subject  of  Ae 
embargo,  as  it  has  become  fashionable,  I  will  stale 
my  impression*  of  circum5lancc3  as  they  existed 
at  tfae  lime  of  its  passage.  As  well  as  I  recollect, 
there  were  reports  in  eireataiioo,that  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  had  issued,  I  cared  not  for 
it.  I  was  satisSed  that  they  would  he,  if  they 
were  not,  issued,  and  under  Ihat  impression  1 
voted  for  the  embargo.  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  we 
had  sacacity  sufficient  to  be  so  quick  upon  their 
heels  that  tbey  caught  no, plunder  by  their  orders. 
I  must  here  say,  because  it  is  my  opinion,  that 
the  Administration  have  not  acted  in  respect  to 
the  embargo  as  the]|[  should  have  done,  because 
they  offered  tbat  lo  Oreal  Britain  which  they 
did  not  offer  lo  France.  Instead  of  partiality  to 
France,  sir,  the  documents  prove  they  have  dis- 

Elayed  a  partiality  lo  Great  Brilain,  I  would 
ave  offered  the  same  to  both,  although  Oreal 
Dritain  is  our  grealest  tormentor,  because  she  has 
a  Davr.  whilst  the  other  has  not.  Thegentleman 
from  New  York  (Ur.GaRiMNiBK)  seems  to  think 
that  it  is  neeeasary  (o  pnbliah  theta  documenia  in 


order  to  strec^gthen  the  Admioistralion,  I  much 
doubt,  sir,  (and  it  is  well  known  that  on  a  differ< 
ence  of  opiuioa  nith  ibe  Admin  is  ire  tion  I  hare 
come  out  and  opposed  them  with  as  much  zeal 
a*  any  man  in  this  House)  if  you  ever  have 
another  Administration  ip,  these  times  of  confu' 
aion,  which  will  gti  out  as  popular  as  ibis.  Everr 
new  Administratioo  will  naturally  carry  with  II 
some  man. who  are  willing  to  sin^  bosannas  to 
ite  pavers  that  be.  to  pay  iheir  devotions  to  the 
rising  sun.  This  will  alwaya  happen;  boi  no 
Adtnimsiration  going  out  will  baas  popular  as  the 

Sir,  1  ears  not  with  what  view  tbete  doen- 
ments  were  sent  to  us— lam  glad  ibeyareeome. 
^ut  I  believe  ifaat  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
lamiitaken  in  oneitatementhe  made — that  this 
was  the  first  lime  thai  a  newspaper  bad  ever  been 
commented  on  in  the  House  of  Representatives ! 
Ihave  seen  a  paper  called  ihe  Aurora,  repeatedly 
brought  into  this  Ho uae,  and 'commented  on  to 

grofe  the  necessity  of  pasting  a  aedition  law. 
erhapa  there  are  some  gentlemen  in  the  House 
who  may  recollect  the  circumstance.  [Mr.  Qab- 
DEKiEB  said  that  this  was  before  his  time.]  With  . 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  sir,  1  am  willing 
to  iruat  the  people  f  and  I  believe  truth  wants  bnt 
half  fair  play  to  prevail,  for  I  have  seen  her  pre- 
vail when  she  could  not  speak — when  she  had  a 
padlock  on  her  mouth.  Truth  will  prevail,  and 
It  is  the  interest  of  every  Administration  that  acta 
honestly  to  publish  all.  I  should  wish  to  see  tha 
Administration  of  this  GoTernment  lay  aside  tha 
praciiee  of  giving  a  little  at  a  lime^and  come  out 
at  once  and  say,  I  wish  to  do  this;  and  then,  if  we 
will  sot  eoniient  lo  do  it,  there  is  an  end  of  it. 
With  respect  to  our  Oovernmeni  playing  eunning 
ag«ioU  any  other  Government,  it  is  idle ;  ii  can 
never  do  good  wliilsi  they  have  untold  miiUonaof 
secret  service  money  against  our  sin^fecent.  1 
should  therefore  wish  Uial  foreign  nations  had  no 
Ministers  here,por  we«ny  there.  Instead  of  gir- 
isg  Ministers  nine  theusand  dollars  to  go  there, 
1  would  rather  give  them  fifty  thousand  to  come 
home.  I  wish  the  whole  ptuceedings  of  our  Ad- 
ministralioa  to  beat  the  door  of  every  man  iathe 
naiioa ;  that  every  man  should  have  a  copy  for 
himself. Ibr  hia  wife, for  each  of  his  children, and 
indeed  for  all  hia  household.  Had  this  been  done 
heretofore,  the  present  crisis  would  have  been 
nothing  1^  wliat  it  is.  Tbey  would  there  have 
seen  truihj  and  facts  precisely  as  they  exist,  net- 
tber  enrtailtd  or  exaggerated  by  this  ot  that  party 
paper. 

Mf.  Baooh  aaid,  that  he  rose  merely  to  correol 
an  error  of  siatemeai  into  which  the-  gentlemaB 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  had  fallen,  as 
lo  ibe  source  from  which  tht  first  pubUcslioo  of 
the  British  Minister  had  originated.  Thegen- 
tleman had  attributed -it  to  a  New  York  paper. 
This  Mr.  B.  believed  was  incorrect.  Being  de- 
sirous, if  either  honor  or  censure  could  be  attach- 
ed to  any  American  press,  from  the  eircumuanee 
of  its  being  considered  the  olScialorgaDoraforeign 
Ooverniiient,  that  it  should  lie  at  ihe  right  door,be 
thought  it  proper  toslata,  that  the  first  appMraoee 
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of  that  leller  wa;,  as  he  uoderstood,  in  a  paper 
called  the  "New  EQ^laod  Falladiuni,"  printed 
io  Bosloa.  Tbere  was  one  olbef'  fact  whicb  he 
mentioned  witU  some  regret,  it  was  ibis;  that  by 
sotue  uttfiirtuoBte  coacurretice  of  circumatances, 
auuredlj  without. any  improper  imeDiion,  the 
primers  of  (his  paper  had  beeaby  Ibe  Legislature 
of  Massachuselis  it)  the  course  of  the  preaenl 
year,  desiguated  as  tbe  priaiers  of  their  public 
acts,  aud  their  paper  was  a  son  of  State  Gazette. 
On  this  ualucky  coincidence,  it  would  be  as  paio' 
ful  to  him  aj  ic  might  be  iodecorous  lo  indulge 
in  any  comments.  From  the  Ifnowa  patriotism 
of  that  bonui^ble  Legislature,  bonerer,  there' 
could  be  DO  doubt  thai  if  they  should  perceive 
any  sorl  of  iQCOcreetuesa  in  the  conduct  of  their 
■ubordinale  ngent^  if  it  should  strike  tbeoi  as  an 
incongruity  that  their  servants  should  appear  to 
be  acting  in  a.  double  capacity,  they  would  so 
manifest  their  sense  on  the  subject  b^  should  best 
accord  with  their  views  of  propriety,  and  their 
feeling*  of  national  honor. 

Mr.  FisK  thanked  ihe  gentleman  from  New 
York  for  his  complimem  to  the  people  of  New 
England  on  iheir. "mischievous  curiosity. '|  The 
gentleman  seems  to  suppose,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  it 
would  have  been  more  proper  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  have -communicated  these 
docamenls  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  correct  view 
of  our  affairs, Than  for  any  other  reason,  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  to  point  out  what  different  view 
the  present  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  published  first 
at  Boston,  has  given,  from  tbe  documents  whtch 
have  heretofore  been  published  T  Certainly  none, 
air.  Tbe  only  inference  to  he  drawn  from  it,  is 
tbe  insincerity  or  intrigue  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment; for,  if  the  fact  was,  that  Mn  Canning  did 
not  accept  the  offer  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  because  it 

Speared  to  Be  unauthoiized,  how  happened  it  that 
r.  Canning  forgot  to  state  it  in  his  official,  for- 
mal letter,  instead  of  those  reasons  which  he  has 
given  for  the  rejection  of  the  proposal'?  Thegen- 
tieman  regrets  that  newsitapers,  or  their  editors, 
should  be  noticed  bere.  It  is  not  from  a  disposi- 
tion to  give  them  imporianee  beyond  their  merits ; 
bot  we.dtecover  something  from  their  publica- 
tions, and  it  is  for  that  that  they  are  noticed — to 
abow  that  there  is  an  intrigue  carrying  on  in  ibis 
country ;  that  the  British  Government  is  endeav- 
oring to  divide  the  peop]»— to  separate  them  from 
Iheir  Ghtvernment  inrough  the  means  of  the  press. 
In  the  course  of  this  session,  sir,  many  insinua- 
tions against  our  own  Government  have  been 
thrown  out  on  this  floor.  My  colleague  (Mr.  Ei.- 
liot)  made  one  the  other  night,  in  the  course  of 
a  long  speech,  which  I  cannot  now  notice. 

Mr.  GianENiBR  called  Mr.  Fisk  to  order,  for 
alluding  to  an  argument  which  the  gentleman 

i Mr.  Elliot)  was  prevented  from  maltiog,  by  a 
ecision  of  the  Speaker  ihatit  Vasout  of  order. 
Mr.  FiBif  said  be  alluded  not  to  wbai  his  col- 
league had  meant  to  say,  but  to  what  he  did  say. 
Mr.  F.  said  he  had  merely  risen  (o  ask,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  considered  his  insinua- 
tioDB  to  be  true,  thai  he  would  show  to  the  House 
how  or  wherein  they  were  irae.    He  hoped  the 


documents  would  be  printed, and  sincerely  joined 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  in  wish- 
ing a  universal  diffusion  of  information. 

Mr.  Taylob  observed,  that,  alihough  not  op- 
posed lo  printing  a  very  considerable  number  of 
the  documents  sent  to  the  House,  yet  in  them- 
selves he  did  not  give  ihem  tbalimporiaaee  which 
some  genllemen  were  pleased  to  give  ihem.  And 
he  confessed,  thai,  when  a  gentleman  had  handed 
him  a  paper  coniaioing  the  famous  letter  of  Mr. 
Cauning,  he  had  concluded,  from  the  paper  itself, 
and  the  pitiful  and  pimping  manner  in  which  it 
was  ushered  into  vteW.  that  it  was  a  forgery. 
What  is  iti  said  Mr.  T.  A  relation  of  conver- 
sations on  ;farticular  topics,  in  which  Ihe  writN 
himself  assisted — not  with  a  viaw,  it  seems,  of 
bringing  liiem  lo  an  issue  by  conversaiion,  for  he 
required  Ihal  these  conversaiions  should  be  con- 
sidered as  nothing,  by  demanding  that  his  propo- 
silioos  should  be  made  in  writing.  They  were 
brought  forward  in  writing  by  our  Minister.  The 
authority  orhisOoveramenltoT  them  was  vouched 
to  the  British  Minister;  and  of  thai  propositioD, 
a  rejection  in  the  most  insulting  terms  was  re- 
luraed  by  Mr.  Canning  (6  our  Minister.  And 
DOW,  sir,  the  public  mind  here  is  to  be  misled  by 
a  relation  of  a  conversation  which  took  place  at 
several  meetings  by  this  very  polite  genilemao, 
who  has  been  convicted  by  a  whole  nation  of 
falsehood,  by  observing,  in  June,  thai  no  remoa- 
sirancehndbuenmade  by  thisGovernmeniajraiast 
tbe  Orders  iu  Council.  The  fact  is,  thai  the  Or- 
derswn  Council  will  ot>t  bear  examination.  For 
the  honor  of  the  House  I  assert  it,  no  gentleman 
has  come  forward  on  this  fioor  and  vindicated 
the  Orders  in  Council;  And  yet  the  public  mind, 
it  is  supposed,  can  be  led  from  this  great  aubjeat, 
in  wbich  the  honor  and  independence  of  the 
nation  are  concerned— thai  the  people  are  to  be 
deceived  by  a  tea-table  talk  of  Mr.  Canning !  I 
could  not  have  supposed  that  a  man  of  his  wil 
could  have  been  concerned  in  so  weak  a  project 
— he  could  not  have  been  concerned  in  it.  Since 
the  effort  has  been  made  by  some  incendiary,  let 
us  pour  upon  this  piiUulscintilla-rihisdmall  spark 
of  wickedness — the  overwhelming  torrent  of  con- 
viction to  the  public  mind,  which  is  conlaioed  in 
Mr.Pinkney's  answer  to  that  leller.  But  we  read 
eternally  in  the  newspapers  of  a  partiality  to 
France  in  this  Government.  Why,  sir,  the  very 
circumstance  of  this  letter  being  withheld  from 
Congress  bv  the  Administration  is  a  proof  of  a 
disposition  in  tbe  Government  not  to  put  at  haz- 
ard our  present  relations  (precarious  as  tbey  are) 
with  Great  Britain.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Caoniag 
ought  to  have  been,  as  it  was,  withheld  till  the 
answer  was  received — and  why  1  Because,  the 
broad  calumny  which  is  uttered  against  this  na- 
tion, in  this  cowardly  manner,  when  (he  whole 
truth  in  Mr.  PinkneyS  letter  comes  out,  is  found 
to  allude  to  newspapers,  the  very  things  we  bave 
been  talking  of.  Taken  unexplained,  I  ask  whe- 
ther it  would  not  have  set  in  fl^ames  the  people  of 
this  nation?     Read  this  clause: 

"Yon  gave  me,  on  that  account,  tha  moat  aatii&e- 
tDry  ptoaf  that  such  misrepiesentation  did  not  oi 
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wilb  fon,  b;  communioting;  to  ms  that  part  of  your 
deip&teh  in  which  the  conferaocei  particularly  rsterred 
(o  were  rcIUed  coiracttr.  But  (hia  vat;  circumtl: 
which  Mlabliahea  jour  peraonal  claim  to  entire  c 
deace,  proiea  at  the  aajne  time  that  a  faithful  report  of 
a  canferenCB  on  your  part  i«  not  a  aecuiit;  aigainat  ita. 
m  iarepreee  D  tati  a  a ." 

As  [he  thing  sCandi  unexplained,  who  are  the 
persons  supposed  to  be  capable  of  making  misrep- 
lesentatioDs?  TlieGOverDment.iir.  The  Admia- 
istraiioD  tias  had  jn  this  insiance  to  sunpressfeel- 
ingaiD  which,  had  the  letter  been  publislied,all  the 
hoaeet  part  of  the  ccimraunity  woirid  have  parti- 
cipated, till  the  ezplaoation  came.  As  this  el- 
plaoation  has  come,  it  does  stiuw  that  the  persons 
alluded  [osscapableof  making  raisrepresentations 
are  the  editors  of  newspapers.  I  do  not, with  the 
genileman  froua  New  York,  regfel  the  particular 
Dotice  ukeD  of  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  on  this 
subject,  because  the  article  alluded  to  hears  a  pe- 
culiar character.  It  does  cot  proceed  from  the 
fumes  of  the  caul JroD  or  the  pawsof  little  devils, 
aHuded  to  (he  other  day  (by  Mr.  (lnticcy.)  No, 
fir}  an  arch  fiend  had  a  hand  in  it — whether  on 
this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Atlaolic,  I  care  oot. 
It  is  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  this  country,  made  In 
favor  of  the  British  Government  against  our  own. 

Mr.  Key  said  ihai  he  would  give  his  hearty  vote 
for  priiiling  the  greatest  number  of  copies 'propo- 
sed ;  for  he  did  conceive  that  the  American  peo- 
ple o'ught  to  have  full  information,  and  that  the 
antidote'  should  accompany  the  poison.  I  con- 
sider the  lale-publicatioD,  said  he,  as  the  mosii 
direct  and  insidious  aitempt  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment to  take  advantage  of  and  influence  the  par- 
ties in  this  country,  and  that  too  by  dishonorable 
means.     The   paper  alluded   to  could   only  have 

of  tbe  British  Government.  It  came  not  from  usj 
it  must  have  proceeded  from  the  other— and  from 
what  view  7  Had  fair  informatioa  been  the  ob- 
ject, the  letter  of  .Mr.  Piakney  in  reply  would 
also  hav«  been  made  public,  that  one  might  have 
been  confronted  with  ihe  other.  If  it  proceeded 
from  that  quarter,  the  separation  of  the  rejily 
ffomthe  letter,  is  evincive  of  the  attempt  to  lui' 
pose  on  the  people.  I  consider  it  an  attempt  to 
»et  the  people  at  variance  with  their  Oovernmeat, 
and  an  insolent  attennpt  of  a  foreign  nation  to  in- 
terfere in  our  aflairs,  in  thieq  points  of  view. 
Finl.  Mr.  Pinkney  is  expressly  exonerated  from 
the  charge  of  misrepresentation;  but  uo  man  can 
understand  ii  otherwise  than  as  having  allusion 
to  the  Giecuilve  of  the  country— an  insinuation 
which  there  is  no  proof  lo  tupporl,  and  in  sup- 
port of  which  none  can  be  adduced.  Whatever 
difference  of  political  opinion  may  exist  between 
us  on  some  points,  I  respect  the  Aaminislrationon 
the  whole,  and  every  honest  man  of  every  politi- 
cal opinion  must  side  with  me.  Secnniily.  There 
issa  insinuation  that  tbe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  had  only  permitted  our  Minister  at 
London  Individ  nail  jr,  not  fornially.  to  make  a  pro- 
posiiioD  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo.  This  is 
unfoanded  in  fact,  necause  the  documenu  before 
Uw  House  prove  to  the  contrary.  Tlurdly.  A 
lOLh  Com.  Sd  Ssas.— 33 


question  is  raised  whether  actual  knowledge  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  November,  was  in  pot- 
session  of  our  Guveminent  at  the  lime  of  Ihe  lav- 
ing the  embargo,  which  Mr.  Finkney  has  fullf 
explained,  that  the  American  papers  showed  that 
it'  was  well  known  before  tbe  passage  of  the 
embargo  that  such  would  probably  be  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  tbe  Briiisb  Government.  It 
is  upon  these  three  great  questions,  that  this 
letter  is  insidiotisly  calculated  to  delude  the 
American  people.    I,  ibink  tbe(efore,  as  ampla 

Biblicily  should  ,be  given  to  the  truth  as  may  be. 
owever  we  may  difler  as  to  internal  regulalions, 
1  hope  we  shall  feel  as  husband  and  wife,'Who, 
however  they  Jar,  will  not  suffer  the  interference 
of  a  third  person.  Jn  case  of  such  interference,  I 
trust  we  shall  always  be  ready  to  rally  around 
the  eoostiiuled  authorities,  as  protecting  the  true 
interests  of  the  country. 

Mf.  Cook  said  'that  these  doeumenis  showed, 
that,  instead  of  being  mure  favorable  to  France 
than  Great  Britain,  (as  bad  been  said  for  party 
purposes,)  our  Administralion  had  been  far  less 
favorable  to  France  than  Great  Britain,  and  Itta 
favorable  (ban  they  ought  to  have  been.  I  shall 
never  feel  cordial,  said  he,  in  going  lo  war  with 
France,  until  we  make  to  her  tbe  same  liberal 
offer  which  we  have  made  to  Great  Britain,  and 
it  shall  be,  refused.  The  poblication  of  this  me^ 
morable  Letter  of  Mr.  Canning's  is  but  another  at- 
tempt to  mislead  the  people,  and  rob  the  Execu- 
tive of  their  just  confidence.  The  letter  itself  is 
of  little  consequence.  It  appears  that  tbe  conduct 
if  the  President  has  been  perfectly  correct.  It 
vould  have  caused  a  false  impression  had  Mr.  C.'a 
letter  been  published  before  Mr.  Pinkney's  aii> 
swer  was  received.  Mr.  Canning,  however,  act- 
ing with  less  candor  than  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  bss  thought  fit  to  publish  one  with- 
out ihe  other;  and  therefore  I  wish  the  reply  to 
be  circulated  fully. 
Mr.  LvoN  considered  the  documents,  of  very 
.tie  importance,  conveying  BO  new  information; 
but  made  some  observations  on  the  mode  of  print- 
Mr.  Story  said  he  was  sorry  to  rise,  because 
the  patienee  of  ihe'House  most  be  exhausted  ;  bat 
it  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  him  to  take  the  floor. 
~"  '  >  is  not  a  new  occasion,  said  he.  More  than 
in  twenty  years,  ihe  same  attempt  has  been 
made  by  foreign  intrigue ;  and  when  tbe  attempt 
has  \feea  made,  there  was  scarcely  a  man  in 
America  but  considered  it  ioaidiaus  and  disgrace- 
ful. Like  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  it  was 
before  my  lime;  but  I  gathered  the  feelinss  of 
the  moment,  and  held  sacred  the  same  feeuaga 
as  were  avowed  by  tbe  Father  of  bis  Country. 
Whatever  may  be  our  political  di&renees,  sir,  it 
is  incumbent  on  all  ol  ua  to  frown  indigoaolly 
on  aoy  foreign  Government,  that  should  attempt 
to  influence  the  people.  The  publication  of  gar- 
bled and  mutilated  docomenia,  purporting  to  be 
real  correspondence  between  one  country  and  an- 
other, has  been  a  means  used  to  lead  toe  public 
mind  into  a  state  of  distempered  jealousy,  and 
array  the  citizen  agaiiut  his  conutry,    It  baa 
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been. too  ioog  the  case  ia  Europe.  When' 
e*er  the  tworil  has  been  drawD,  corropliron  has 
preceded  it ;  and  when  I  find  ihe  same  meaaa 
used  to  deiaeb  the  peo|ile  of  this  coontry  from 
their  GoTeroment  by  siinilar  aiteinpia,  1  can- 
not repreit  my  coDtempt  of  tbeia.'  It  is  Dot  any 
importaoce  which  1  attach  lo  Mr.  Qanniog's  let- 
ter that  eiciies  my  indignatioQ,  becauie  ihe  very 
letter  compared  with  his  formal  aoswer  to  Mr. 
PiDkney'a  noie,  is  a  complete  answer  to  iiself; 
for,  in  toe  docu;neols  Ioog  ago  pablished,  we  find 
*n  offer  in  the  most  formal  maoDer,  by  Mr.  Piok- 
oey,  lo  repeal  the  embargo  as  related  to  Great 
Bntaio  on  the  suspeaiioo  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil; and  Mr.  Canningio  his  formal  reply  haa  doi 
«veD  intimated  iha  least  BOspicion  ibat  the  offer 
msflot  the  open  act  of  the  American  Oovem- 
vent.  Mr.  P.  with  bis  usual  candor,  exhibited 
hi*  own  insiructioos  to  satisfy  Mr.  Cenning 
only  that  this  offer  was  made  by  the  authority  of 
tbe  GoverDment,  but  that  it  was  made  in  the 
apirit  of  conciliation  and  sincerily.  And  by  ihiit 
letter  a  new  feature  is  exhibited,  for  Ihe  purpose, 
almost  arowed,  oi  disbolving  the  Uaion.  1  re- 
gret to  see  that  our  miserable  little  differences 
'bare  induced  foreien  nations  to  tamper  with 
ns;  that  ibey  have  dared  I o  believe  that  we  are 
not  intelligent  enough  to  know  our  «wq  rights,  i 
ngret  that  our  divisions  have  been  iiich  as  lo  in- 
duce a  foreign  nation  thus  to  present  a  picture  to 
(he  world  orwhat  she  believed  ouc  real  state.  It 
is  proved  too  truly  that  our  owtt  conduct  has  les- 
■ened  as  in  the  opinion  of  foreign  nations,  hasia- 
dueed  them  to  believe  that  we  are  a.difided  peo- 
ple; it  is  proved  too  truly  that  they  liave  thought 
the  American  oation  either  corrupted  with  lui- 
tiry  or  overawed  by  the  ihin  hand  of  despotism, 
and  that  they  have  not  sirengih  for  a  moment 
to  BOMaio  tbeir  political  structure.  The  letter  of 
Mr.  Canning  but  for  this  would  not  have  been 

{lublished  in  the  Eastern  part  of  thlscouniry,  to 
bment  those  divisions  produced  by  existing  cir- 
GOmsiauces.  Sir,  1  canaoi  but  notice  the  honor- 
able conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryjaod. 
(Mr.  Ket.)  who,  though  opposed  in  political  opin- 
ion to  the  present  AdministraltoD,  has  shown  him- 
self to  be  a  real  friend  to  his  country.  If  lbs  same 
•pirit  which  he  has  manifested,  was  exhibited 
throughout  our  country,  instead  ordiuensions  on 
this  floor,  that  moment  an  attempt  was  made  by  a 
foreign  nation  to  injure  our  rights,  our  differences 
on  minor  points  would  dissolve  into  air.  It  ii 
not  necessary  for  me  to  state,  because  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  has  clearly  shown,  the  rea- 
■on  of  the  publicaiioo  of  that  letter.  As  one,  sir, 
I  do  know  that  it  was  not  only  understood  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  wen*  about  to  issue,  but 
that,  before  I  heard  of  theembat^,  Ihad  seen  let- 
ters and  newspapers  which  informed  that  these 
orders  were  signed  in  (he  Cabinet,  though  not  pub- 
lished to  the  world.  In  respect  to  Mr.  Csoning's 
■ayicgthat  the  offer  to  repeal  the  embargo  was 
Dot  authorized,  the  despatches  laid  on  our  table, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  show  to  the 
eoBirary  j  and  his  own  formal  letter  is  a  denial  cf 
Ifae  iMinuatioB  in  the  Uttei  to-day  oommanicBled. 


Why  then  « 

ordinary  roa 


ibis  letter  publtsbed  in  this  extra- 
ct? To  add  to  the  divisions  and 
dence  of  the  people  in  their  Gor- 
ernment;  to  enable  Great  Britain  to  take  advan- 
tage of  there  divisions  and  resume  her  dominion 
over  the  Northern  States.  With  this  view  of  the 
subject,  1  cannot  but  conceive  thai  this  letter  ii 
but  a  part  of  a  system  which  has  for  its  object  the 
degradation  of  our  country.  I  trust  we  shall  on 
this  occaiiion  unite  ;  that  we  shall  not  allow  any 
foreign  Minister  to  believe  that  he  can  publish  ear 
parte  statements  of,  or  ^rbled  extracts  of  official 
correspondence;  that  divided  at  we  maybe  on 
other  subjects,  we  are  united  ip  a  determination 
to  support  our  rights. 

Mr.  Gardehier  said,  by  this  time  the  editor  of 
the  Columbian  Centinet  must  be  pretty  well 
mauled.  The  fact  is,  said  he,  ss  regards  myself, 
that  I  have  never  read  u-ilb  allentiun  the  docu- 
ments said  to  be  official ;  and  therefore  unfortn- 
naiely  am  not  in  a  siiua,iian  to  determine  whe- 
ther in  this  respect  our  Administration  is  to  blame 
or  not.    1  am  one  of  those  men  who  cannot  com* 

Srehend  all  the  details  of  such  a  negotiation  at 
rst  glance.  1  do  not  believe  that  knowledge  is 
to  be  Bilained  by  so  rapid  a  prosress.  Therefore, 
1  shall  not  at  nreseni  follow  otlier  gentlemen  ia 
their  verdict  ot  acquittal.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do 
it.  A  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fiae)  ap- 
peared lo  be  offended  at  my  iiopuiing  miscbievotJs 
curiosity  to  the  peopleof  New  England.  If  ibegen- 
tleman  supposes  that  I  meanany  harm  to  the  people 
of  New.EoglanJ,heis  mistaken.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  take  up  any  lime  of  the  House  in  expatia- 
tine  on  the  respect  which  I  have  for  the  people 
of  New  England.  New  England  was  the  cradle 
of  American  liberty.  Sir,  it  was  there  the  RerolU' 
tion  comm'eiiced.  From  -that  same  quarter  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  same  ipirit  will  again  arist. 
Alight  appears  first  in  the  East,  which  I  hope 
soon  to  see  break  forth  into  the  most  perfect  day. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  after  ibis  declara- 
tion,-I  hope  will  not  impute  to  me  any  disrespect 
to  the  people  of  New  England.  They  will  not 
submit  either  to  the  insolence  or  injustice  of  for- 
eign nations,  or  to  any  other.  Natilre  intended 
them  for  a  great  and  happy  people.  The  gentle- 
man from  Vertnont  has  misnnderstood  me  in  one 
thing.  I  did  not  say  that  Mr.  Canning's  letter 
contained  any  view  of  the  subject  not  heretofore 
given ;  nod  therefore  have  no  occasion  to  answer 


his  questmn. 

The  question  on  printing  the  documents  WH 
then  taken,  and  five  thousand  copies  ordered  lo 

be  printed. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory into  two  separate  goveruments  was  read 
the  third  time :  Whereupon,  a  malion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Bibb  that  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 
And,  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjournment  was 
called  for,  and  carried. 

WBDNEaDar,  Janttary  18. 
Mr.  Kei.lt,  from  Ihe  committee  appointed  on 
le  Bill  of  Dectmber  last,  pteaented  a  bill  for  ibe 


.dbyCoo^le 


1008 


HISTORY  OF  COIWRBSS. 


Jahdart,  1809. 


Dwmim  of  liutimM  nrrUory. 


H.orR. 


relief  «f  Jacob  BarDilz-r  whJeh  was  read  twice, 
And  cotnniiUed  to  a  Coioinittee  of  the  Whole  on 
Moadajr  next. 

Mr.  Blodmt,  from  the  eomniittee  appointed  on 
•o  much  of  the  Meeeare' from  (he  Preiidenl  of 
the  Uaited  States,  at  tEe  dotnmeocement  of  the 
•eoioD,  as  relates  to  the  erection  of  fortjficatioDs 
for  (he  Mcariiy  of  our  seaport  towDsaod  harbors, 
prelected  a  -bill  making  approprlfitioDi  to  com- 
plete the  foriiAcauDM  commenced  for  ihe-eecnr- 
ity  of  Ike  aeapoii  towos  and  harbors  of  the  Uni~ 
tei  Stalest  >Q<1  >*>  defray  the  ezpcoae  of  deepen- 
JBg  and  extrodJDg  to  the  river  Mtaiintppi  tbe 
eaoal  of  CiTondelei;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
CKMBmitied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whols  to- 
morrow. 

lit.  Lcwia,  from  the  Goidmiliee  for  the  Dis- 
Irjcl  of  Columbia,  to  whom  wa»  referred,  od  (be 
fifieeplh  aliimo,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
«f  the  eounlin  of  Alexandria  aod  Wasbingloo, 
i*  the  said  District,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize 
ike  makios  of  a  turnpike  road  from  Hatoa's 
eauiewaylo  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  -eommitced  to  a  Comnaiitee  of  the  Wlmle  on 
MondaT  next. 

Mr.  Uabior,  from  the  eammittn  to  whom 
wat  recommitte[f,  oQ  the  ISth  of  December  last, 
the  bill  teal  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *Ao  act 
further  to  aiheod  the  Jodioial  System  of  the 
United  Slates,"  reported  their  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and, 
icgeiher  with  the  said  bill,  committed  to  a  Com- 
■uttee  of  the  Wtole  on  Saturday  next. 
DIVISION  OF  INDIANA  TERRITORT. 
.  The  Honse  proceeded  to  take  into  further  eoit- 
aideraiion  an  engnMMd  bill  for  diTiding  the  Indi- 
ana Territory  inta  two  separate  gaTernroeoti. 

UeMrs.  Thomas,  Sloan,  Lvok,  and  W.  Al- 
•TOfi,  supported. the  bill;  ud  Measra.  Maoom, 
Gppu,  and  3.  O.  JaCsaoN,  opposed  it. 

Theargnments  in  fa*or  of  the  bill,  gpneially, 
were:  That  the  line  of  demarcation  which  the 
Wabash  affords  betweea  Ibe  filastern  and  West- 
am  portioas  of  raid  Territory,  «dded  to  the  wide 
aztCDt  of  wilderaees  eoualry,  which  separates 
the  populalioniii'taeh,  eaavtiluiereuonain  fatot 
W  a  difiaioa founded  oa  (be  spuodest  policy.and 
crafoHnabla  with  the  aataral  situation  of  the 
country;  that  the  rest  distance  from  the  setile- 
■Kstswest  of  (be  Wahaah  to  the  i>rMaD(  Territo- 
rial gorerament,  reader!  (ha  admin  istraiioa  of 
JDiticc  burdeaanioe  aod.expeBsiTe  in  the  hifibeet 
degrea,  amouotiDg  alnoet  to  a  denial  of  jusiiee; 
that  the  scattered  situalioa  of  the  settlements 
over  this  exteniive  cvuntry  mi«ratea  the  power 
of  the  ExaeuliTe,  and  tenders  U  almost  impossi- 
ble to  keep  (bat  part  of  the  gorernmsnt  in  order; 
that  the  diTiston  of  the  Territory  is  a  matter  of 
ritfbt  under  'the  ordiDanee,  and  the  iQconvent- 
cnoes  to  be  removed  by  an  immetlinte  separation 
wonld  eneom-age  thespeedy  population  of  the 
Territory;  that  thereareabaut3S,000 inhabitants 
SB  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  and  3,700  souls  be- 
tween tbfl  ages  of  16  and  31,  in  that  part  pro- 
poeed  lo   be  eoaslitiuad  anew  Tatnttry ;  ibat 


there  can  be  no  objeotion  to  the  proposition  but 
the  expense,  which  it  ws"  expected  would  be 
folly  compEnnaied  to  t''e  United  Slates  by  the 
increased  vnlue  of  public' lands  in  each  district. 

The  argnmeors  agajnii  ihe  bill,  (lenerally, 
were:  That  this  bill  proposed  to  multiply  officers 
without  any  advantage  proposed  from  it,  which 
was  contrary  to  repablican  priiiciple*;  that  the 
expense  to  the  United  Slates  for  this  newgoretn- 
men(  would  be  96,950  yearly,  when  the  people  to 
be  governed  amounted  to  but  2,700,  between  the 
age  of  16  to  31,  the  whole  population  of  the  Ter- 
ritory proposEd  to  be  divided  coniaining  but 
38^000  rouIh;  that  the  City  of  Waghinglun  eoD- 
tained  at  least  as  raany  a*  the  portion  proposed 
to  be  erected  info  a  new  Territory,  and  Ihe  Dis- 
trict of  Culum'bia  as  many  as  the  whole  Terri- 
tory, and  it  would  certainly  excite  some  surprise, 
if  Congress  were  to  erect  two  Territorial  govero- 
meots  10  ibe  District,  one  on  one  side  the  Poto- 
mac, and'one  on  the  other ;  that  this  proceeding 
might  be  very  convenient  to  the  men  who  vhould 
be  appointed  governors  and  judges,  but  fur  no  . 
other  good  parnose  j  that  there  was  no  other  part 
of  the  United  Slates  in  which  the  same  inconve- 
nience  was  hot  felt  as  that  complained  of  by  the 
inhabitant)  of  lodiana  Territory,  vho^e  situation 
waa  very  different  from  that  of  the  Michigan 
Territory;  ihat  there  were  many  places  in  differ- 
ent States  whence  the  people  had  to  go  two  or 
[bree  hundred  miles  lo  the  courts;  lliat  a  com- 
pliaiice  with  this  peliiion  would  but  nerve  to 
foster  their  factions,  and  produce  more  petitions. 

Oa  the  passage  of  the  above  bill  there  were 
for  it  69,  against  it  37,  as  fullowe: 

T>Aa— WiUiaAlati>B,}r..EKkiBlBBcaa,JoMphBaT- 
km-iBurwell  BsMHt,  John  Ulaka,  jr.,  John  Boyle,  R«^ 
ert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George 
W.  Canptmll,  Bpaphrodttus  ChsmpMH,  John  Cid- 
paper,  Josiah  Deans,  Joseph  Dsaba,  Jama*  £llio(,  Bo- 
xmaGmxAauim,  Frauds  Gardner,  Edwin  Gray,  baioh 
L.  OraoD,  Jidui  Heistar,  William  Hose.  Jamea  Hol- 
land, David  Holme*,  Benjanaa  Howard,  Hanben  Hai>- 
Src^s,  Daniel  Ikley,  Riohard  Jv^saa,  RicAaid  M. 
luMi),  Thomaa  Ksaaa,  iate^  Lewis,  jr.,  Sdward 
Lloyd,  JohnLoTe,Ms(lbBW  Lyon,  Josiah  Mutara,  Wil- 
liam McCwery.  WiUiam  Hihiot,  Daniel  UotUgDnMry, 
jin  Jebn  Atontgooiery.  Nichols*  R.  Moore,  Thoniaa 
Moore,  Jeiemiah  Morrow,  Curdon  8.  Miunloid,  Thoa. 
Newton,  John  Potter,  Josiah  Quinoy,  John  Rea  of 
renr^ylvBDia,  J>cabBichardB,MalUiisisBichiirda,  Sam- 
uel Biker,  John  flowan,  Jamss  Blosn,  Dcnais  Smalt, 
John  Smilis,  Jadndiah  K.  Smith,  Barauel  Smith,  Heary 
Soutkud, ISichard  Slaaiiird, Peter  Swart,a«nuel  T*g- 
xart,  John  Thampson,  Abrom  Trigg,  Jobei  Upham, 
Niidioliis  Vbb  Dyke,  ArehibaU  Van  Horn,  KillianK. 
Van  Rensselaor,  Jnoe  Wharton,  Alaiander  Wllwa, 
Nathan  Wiiam,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nils— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Divid  Bard,  Tho«.  Blonnt, 
Adam  Bovci,  William  A.  Barwell,  Watlhew  Cliiy,  J<dui 
Clopton.ftichard  Catls,8»mncl  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  JaisN  Fisk,  Meshack  FranktiD,  Jsmes  M. 
Gamett,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Ooodwyn, 
John  O.  Jackson,  Wallar  Jontis,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jeha 
Lambart,  Natbaaial  Macon,  Robsrt  Harion,  John  kloc 
nw,  Bosor  Nalsofl,  ThosHW  NawboU,  John  F««b. 


.dbyCoo^le 


1095 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


Naval  EttablMfaenl. 


Jaritart,  1809. 


John  Hhea  ofTenocMea,  Ebennwr  Sntirr.  Clement 
Btorar,  BenJBDiia  Ttllniadge,  John  Tiylor.  Philip  Vsn 
Cortlandl.  Umiel  C.  Verplsack,  Robert  WhitehiU,  ind 
D*nd  R  Williams. 

JResoivtd.  That  ihe  iii)i>  be,  "An  aci  for  divi- 
ding the  Indiaaa  Territory  ioto  two  separate 
governmeni!." 

NATAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  pioceeded  to  cocaidet  the  message 
received  yesterday  from  Ilie  Senate,  by  llieir, 
Secrelary,  insisting  on  thetr  amendrneDls  disa- 
greed toby  this  House  lo  (he  bill,  entitjed  "An 
■ct  aulliurizin'g  the  appoiatmeDl  and  employ' 
■nent  of  an  atldittonal  iMimber  of  navy  officers, 
teamen,  and  marines;"  and  desiring  a  conference 
with,  this  House  on  the  subjeci-mailer  of  the 
(aid  amendments:  Wbereupon,  a  molton  was 
made  by  Mr.-NnwTOK  that  this  House  do  insist 
OD  tbeit  di^ngrecnient  lo  ail  [lie  Biiieadmeats  in- 
■isled  on  by  ihe  Setiale  to  the  said  bill.  And 
the  queslioD  being  taken  ihereupon,  it  was  re- 
solved- in  Ihe  affitmaiive— yeas  67,  nays  53,  as 
follows : 

Tub— Willii  Aliton,  jr.,  Duvid  Bard,  Jmeph  Bar- 
ker. William  W.  Bibb,  Williun  BJackledge,  John 
Blske.jr.,  Thom»  Blaunt,  Adim  Boyd,  John  Boyle,. 
Bobert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,' 
JoHph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Epapbraditm 
Champion,  Martin  Chitlcnilen,  John  Clopton,  John 
Cnlpeper,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes.  James  Fisk, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Barent  Uarilenier,  Thomsa  Ghol- 
•on,  jr.,  Fetenon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Grej,  Jghn  Heis- 
ter,  William  Hoge,  James  Holland,  Benjnmin  Howsrd, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomat  Kenan,  John  Lambert, 
Bclward  Lloyd,  Nathaniel  Uicon,  Robert  Marion,  Uen- 
tel  UoHtgomery,  jr.,  Nieholu  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow.  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  John 
Bandolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyliania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tonneaaee,  Jaeob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebeti- 
aur  Seaisr,  DenDU  Small,  John  Smilie,  Jedediab  K. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Saalbard, 
Richard  etanrord,  SamuH  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Ja- 
bn  Uphsm,  Jeaae  Wbarton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac 
WUboar,  David  R.  Williams,  Aleiander  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Eiekiel  Baean,  Burwall  Baasatt,  Matlfaew 
Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  Ricbsrd  Catta,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  DavenpoTt.jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joeiah  Deans,  Dan- 
iel M.  Dnrell,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely.  William 
Findley,  Francis  Oardaer,  laaiah  L.  Green.  David 
Holmes,  Benhen  Humphreys.  Daniel  Ilslej,  John  G. 
lackson,  Richard  Jackson,  Walter  Jonee,  Philip  B. 
Key,  William  Kirkpa trick,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Joeiah  Maetera,  William  McCreery,  William  Milnor, 
John  Montgomerf,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8. 
Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Wilson  C.  Nieholas,  Timo- 
thy Filkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  ^viiicy,  Samuel  Riker,  John 
Kowan,  Samuel  Shaw,  Jamca  Sloan,  William  Sted- 
niBD,  Clement  Storer,  Joaeph  Story,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea, 
Peter  Swart,  Benjamin  'I'sllmadge,  George  M.  Troup, 
James  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Corllandt,  Nicholas 
Van  Dykn,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Retu- 
■elaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  and  Nathan  Wikon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Bamlved,  That  iliis  House  do  agree  to  the 
•onfereaee  desired  by  ib«  Benale  on  ibe  aabject- 


matter  of  the  amendments  depending  between 
Ihe  two  Houses  to  the  said  bill;  and  that  Mr. 
Macon,  Mr.  Shilie,  and  Mr.  UpftAH,  be  appoint- 
ed maaagera  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  uotti  I0- 
roorrow. 

Thdhbdai',  January  19. 

Amesiagefrom  ihe  Senate  informed  the  Home 

that  ihe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 

act  for  the  rdief  of  certain  Alabama   Indiana;" 

to   whtch   they  desire   the  concurrence   of  ihia 

The  Speaker  laid  befoie  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accom|Mnying  hia 
report,  and  sundry  docUmenls  in  relation  to  iDva- 
liJ  pensioners  of  the  Uoiled  Slates,  Iransmiltel 
in  pursuance  of  the  third  and  fifth  ceciiona  of 
"An  act  to  provide  for  persons  vho  were  disa- 
bled by  known  wounds  received  io  the  Revoln- 
lionary  war;"  which  were  read,  and  referred  10 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Jbrehiah  Mobiow,  from  the  Commiltee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred, 
during  the  present  ieraion,  ihepeiitionsof  snridrT' 
inhabitants  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  praying  a  re- 
mission of  ihe  forfeiinres  accruing  on  the  instal- 
menls  due  on  the  purchase  money  for  lands  pur- 
chased of  the  United  Stales,  and  ihe  allowance 
of  further  time  for  the  payment  of  the  principal, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read.  *nd  re- 
ferred to  the  CommiiUe  of  the  whole  Honte,  to 
whom  was  conmttied,  on  ihe  twenty-third  of 
November  last,  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  00  a  memorial  of  the  House  o( 
Representatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.JEBGNiAe  MoRBOw,  from  the  same  com- 
miitee,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  s*le 
of  the  publfc  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
miiied  to  the  Commiitea  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  memorial  of  anndry  in- 
habtlanls  of  the  county  of  Weahington,  in  the 
Territory  of  Columbia,  praying  a  repeal  of  the 
fourth  section  of  a  law  of  ConKresa,  enitilci 
''An  act  concerning  Ihe  District  otColumbia." — 
Referred  to  ihe  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Mabioit,  from  the  commiliec  who  were 
iasirocted,  by  a  reaoIutioQ  of  the  House,  of  ibe 
iwenlielh  of  December  iaal,  "  lo  inquire  into  tb« 
Fipedieney  of  eiteDding  jurisdiciion  to  the  su- 
perior  courls  of  the  several  Territoriei  of  the 
Uniled  Stale*,  in  which  a  district  court  has  not 
been  established  for  the  trial  of  treason,  and  ether 
offences  committed  against  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
led Sittea.  within  the  limits  of  the  said  Territo- 
ries; and  loempower  laid  courts  to  proaoanee 
snch  judgmenl  or  sentence  on  conriciioa  of  the 
offender  or  offender*,  as  the  law  direct* ;"  pre- 
sented a  bill  extending  jnrisdictioa,  in  certmin 
eases,  to  the  Territorial  rouria,  and  for  otberpui- 
pONes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  t» 
■  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
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EXTRA  SESSION. 

On  molioo  of  Mr.  SMruiE  the  House  rpsolyed 

itself  into  a  Cummitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 

to  titer  the   lime  of  the  next  tn«eiitig  of  Coo- 

Hr.  J.  Q.  Jackson  mored  (o  strike  out  the 
"foDith"  Monday  in  Mif,  and  insert  the  ''last," 
statin;  Bs  a  Teason.  that  »t  the  Virginia  elections 
look  place  id  Aprif,  the  Represen  tat  ires  could  not 
arrive  here  in  iiaie. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  a  diTisioD  of  the  qoesiion 
so  as  first  to  strike  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  "Sep- 
tember," ioslead  of  May.  The  tnMion  la  strike 
aat'TTBEi  Degaiived — 6S  to  35.  It  ^as  supposed 
ihat-ihisqaeslion  tried  the.  principle  of  the  bill. 

Tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported'  the  bilK 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAHS  mored  to  strike  out  May 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting  "  September." 

Mr.  MiLNOR  hoped  the  motion  vould  not  be 
agreed  to.  If  the  new  Congress  could  coinmence 
its  isession  on  tbe  4ib  day  of  March  next,  he  said 
he  sbonld  think  it  eitreniely  proper  that  It  should 
do  so.  And,  if  he  coutd  thiok  thai  the  oiajoriiy 
would  fix  an  earlier  day  than  the  fourth  Monday 
of  May  for  the  meeting,  he  should  rote  (at  the 
preaent  motion.  He  agreed  with  gentlemen  that 
tbis  was  ■  momentous  crisis  J  that  the  country 
was  in  a  Biluation  of  extreme  diffictflly  and  daij- 
ger.  It  appeared  to  him,  therefore,  that  Congress, 
wbo  were  the  guardians  of  tbe  public  welfare;  to 
whom  were  eonSded  the  destinies  of  the  nation, 
so  far  as  the  nation  could  control  them,  should  b^ 
constantly  in  session,  till  a  more  favorable  slate  of 
aSaiis  took, place.  It  was  possible,  but  was  it 
probatde  that  any  erent  would  occur  to  alter  our 
situatioB  for  the  better'?  There  was  no  hope 
that  the  belligereau  would  recede  from  their  in- 
jurioUE  restrictions  on  our  commerce.  It  was  not 
probable  that  anything  would  occur  which  would 
do  away  the  necessity  of  an  eitra  session.  The 
present  Congress  having  determined  to  persevere 
ID  ibe  embargo  and  the  present  system  of  meas- 
ITe«  a  while  Tooeer,  the  jwace  and  welfare  of  the 
couBtry  required  that  a  different  system  should 
be  adopted.  The  present  had  been  sufficiently 
tested,  and  would  nerer  produce  those  effects  an- 
,  ticipated  from  it.  It  was  proper  that  an  early 
opportunity  should  be  given  lo  the  next  Congress 
to  approvetfae  present  system,  or  give  it  up  and 
adopt  some  other  in  its  stead. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLi-iiMfl  said  he  was  opposed  lo 
Congress  coming  here  at  the  time  proposed.  Why 
•hoold  they  come  here  then  1  He  wished  some 
one  to  answtr,  and  let  him  understand  why  they 
were  coming.  In  his  opinion  there  was  every 
posaible  objection  tfrsnch  a  procedure.  On  the 
''   day  of  March,  a  new  Preside: 

Is  it  not  presumable  that  the  President 


fourth  day  of  March,  a  new  President 
awer.  Is  it  not  presumable  that  the 
rould  choose  to  have  some  communication  with 


OUT  Ministers  abroad  before  tbe  meeting  of  Coo- 
fressl  Cenld  any  man  say  that  it  was  not  proper 
that  he  should  have  it?  Mr.  W.  said  he  hoped 
that  tbe  President  would  send  special  messen- 
fers,  unfashionable  as  that  policjr  was.  If  yoU 
«rc  willing  to  wait  for  a  deelaration  of  war  till 
he  Ibartb  Monday  ia  May,  will  there  be  any  ne- 


(sity  of  declarin?  it  before  the  first  Monday  JB 
oe  or  July?  You  have  suffered  the  public 
nd  to  nisuHge  in  its  resentment,  and  I  very 
much  doubt,  that  before  a  full  experiment  be 
mnde  of  the  embargo,  it  will  be  wholly  allayed. 
It  has  been  said  through  the  nation,  and  indeed 
avowed  on  this  floor,  that  the  Administration 
does  not  wish  for  peace.  Having  failed  to  take 
hold  of  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  for  a  declar- 
ation of  war,  you  have  nothing  now  to  give  the 
le  that  interest  which  I  nope  they  always 
have  in  a  declaration  of  war.  Suppose  yon 
:  to  send  special  Ministers,  and  they  were  to 
be  treated  as  our  Ministers  lo  Prance  were  under 
a  former  Administration,  would  not  this  treat- 
t  make  every  man  in  the  nation  rally  around 
?  Would  it  not  prove  beyond  doubt  that  the 
Administration  was  sincere  in  its  wishes  for 
peace?  Undoubtedly  it  'would.  Why  are  your 
Ministers  noi^  loitering  in  foreign  Courts?  With 
a  hope  of  accomWodalion,  sir.  1  woold  send 
other  Ministers  there,  and  iftheyfaiJed  of  imme- 
diate accommodation,  would  order  them  all  home. 
If  they  are  compelled  to  return,  you  will  hare 
the  whole  nation  with  you,  which  you  mnst  bare 
when  you  go  to  war. 

'  Mr,  J.  Q.  JackSon  replied  to  Mr.  WiLLtAMa. 
The  gentleman  had  asked  emphatically'  why  Con- 
gress should  convene  here  in  May.  Occurreneea 
-'  very  day,  said  Mr.  J.,  are  presenting  them- 
:s  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  highly  im- 
portant and  necessary  that  some  other  ground 
should  be  taken.  Are  we  to  adhere  to  the  em- 
bargo forever,  sir?  I  hare  said,  and^  again  say, 
that  a  total  abandonment  of  the  ocean  would  be 
aubmiseioo.  1  think,  by  passing  this  bill,  we  give 
the  nation  a  pledge  that  it  shall  be  the  tig  pl»» 
uUra,  which  shell  give  to  foreign  nations  time  to 
revise  their  conduct  towards  us,  and  will  give 
them  time  to  consider  whether  or  not  they  artlt 
have  war  with  us.  The  gentleman  wants  a  spe- 
cial mission.  Sir,  are  we  lo  continue  in  this  slate 
any  longer^  Shall  negotiation  be  spun  out  fur- 
ther? No  man  can  doubt  the  capacity  of  our 
Ministers  abroad,  and  their  disposition  to  repre- 
sent their  (Government  correctly.  The  doors  are 
shut  in  the  face  of  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
St.  James,  and  worse  than  shot  at  the  Court  of 
St.  Cloud — for,  from  the  latter,  contemptuous  si- 
lence is  all  the  anwer  we  have  received,  if  incTeed 
silence  can  convey  an  answer.  Are  we  to  renew 
negotiation,  then,  when  every  circumstance  man- 
ifests that  it  would  be  useless  ?  Need  1  refer  to 
what  look  place  the  other  day— I  allude  to  the 
publicAiion  of  a  letter  by  Mr.  Canning,  in  ahighly 
exceptionable  manner,  through  Federal  presses, 
or  presses  more  devoted  to  the  ioterests  of  that 
country  than  any  other?  One  universal  burst  of 
indignation  accompanied  the  publication  of  that 
■letter  in  this  House.  And  are  we,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  Mnew  negotiation  bf  extra 
missions?  I  conceive  that  the  cop  of  negotiation 
and  conciliation  is  exhausted  to  the  dregs,  and 
that  we  should  but  further  degrade  ourselves  by 
sending  further  extra  missions.  It  has  been  slated 
to  me  that  a  proposition  had  actually  been  re- 
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daced  ID  wHiioK  ^1  '  member  of  ihis  House  the 
Olher  day  for  sending  away  fareign  Ministers  and 
nailing;  our  Ministers  home;  and  I  am  sorry  that 
ibe  proposiiion  was  not  offered  to  the  House,  for, 
under  present  circumslancesj  il  might  not  have 
been  improper  to  have  adopted  it.  The  geallC' 
man  aslu  if  ibe  GoreTnmeni  hae  in  its  power  any 
ibing  lo  rousE  the  people  !  There  is  no  occasion 
for  it,  sir;  they  impel  ds  towards  war;  we  caa 
tcarcely  keep  thcni  out  of  it;  we  can  scarcely 
tnaioiain  DDr  course  a  moment.  Nothing  but  a 
disposiliau  to  conGde  in  the  coasiitnted  authori- 
ties prevents  them  from  expressiog  iheir  inclina- 
tion more  loudly.  Fassiiig  over  everything  else, 
are  not  the  orders  and  decrees  sufficient  lo  ioJuce 
the  nation  to  impel  ui  to  lake  the  attitude  of  war, 
if  the  time  was  proper  for  il7  The  best  answer 
Id  the  ffenilenan's  question  may  be  found  in  the 
vote  ol  this  House,  wbicb  baa  Dnanimuutly  de- 
clared,  with  an  exceptiim  of  but  two  members, 
and  those  two  I  understand  lo  be  opposed  to  the 
declaration  because  it  was  a  Eelf-evident  proposi- 
tion, that  we  cannot  submit  to  these  edict*  with- 
out a  iBcriGcB  of  our  rights,  honor,  and  independ- 
ence. Apd  are  the^e  to  be  sacrificed  without  first 
■trngeling  (o  maintain  them  1    1  trust  not. 

Mr..SHtLiE  said,  if  there  were  ;io  other  reaeon, 
tbe  present  suspension  of  commerce,  and  discon- 
teutsal  home,  were  auQicienl  reasons  for  calling 
Congress  earlier  than  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber.   When  tbe  new  AdrainjsiialioQ  should  come 
into  office,  it  was  proper  that  they  should  Eiave 
tn  opportunity  of  meeting  Congress  ai  early 
possible.    It  was  his  opinion  that,  at  the  next  s< 
alon,   a  change  of  measures  woulJ    take   pla. 
What  would   be  the  Fubstiluce  for  the   present 
measure  he  could  not  ssy;  but,  at  this  time,  he 
must  tay  that  he  could   see  no  way  of  avoiding 
war.    With  regard  to  extra  mission^  he  really 
bad  DO  idea  of  a  measure  of  ibal  kind.    If  there 
abould  be  any  other  meaos  to  secure  tbe  inlereet 
and  honor  of  the  catioa  but  war,  he  hoped 
God  that  it  would  be  adopted,  but  he  did  not  ni 
aee  any  such  prospect. 

Mr.  Rhea.,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  of  Dt>  i 
portance  in  the  consideration  of  the  present  ques- 
tion what  tbe  neit  Adminlstratitui  should  ibink 
or  do.  He  wished  that  there  could  be  an  under- 
standing with  foreign  nations  for  our  good,  but 
he  much  doubted  such  a  result.  He  would  not 
tinderrake  tosa?  whether  war,  or  what  olher . 
sore,  ought  to  be  adopted  at  the  extra  ten 
lot,  it  was  his  opinion,  that  CoDgrees  ought  to 
meet,  and  he  should  vole  against  every  proposi- 
tion eoin^  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  bUI.  Al- 
though this  nation  had  not  immediately  retaliated 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  would  any 
rise  on  this  floor  and  say  that  the  act  of  dishonor 
was  done  away  because  the  House  refused  in 
diately  to  avenge  UI  He  believed  not;  an< 
long  as  it  remained  unaioned,  it  was  causi 
this  nation  to  act.  The  only  question  for  the 
Bouse  DOW  to  determine  was  ibis:  Are  the 
reasons  to  induce  gentlemen  to  believe  that 
meeting  of  Congress  is  necessary  on  the  fourth 
ilouday  of  May  ueztT    As  it  Appeared  to  him 


that  such  reasops  did  exiit,  he  said  be  was  boand 
his  responsibility  to  vole  for  Jbe  bill. 
Mr.  Ddrell  asked  if  gentlemen  meant  to  con- 
tinue the  embargo  forever?  He  beliered  some* 
L  in  the  doctrine  that  an  eiplosion  might  uk« 
place  under  it  in  a  certain  portion  of  tbe  country. 
Gentlemen  eaid  an  extra  session  wa^  therefore, 
necesEBry  to  save  the  nalioD.  Mr.  D.  asked,  if 
the  nation  was  to  be  saved  by  long  speeches  7  Ha 
seen  almost  two  whole  lessioss  of  Congreaa 
away,  the  one  of  six  months,  Ibe  other  of 
three,  and  the  nation  in  the  same  silnaiion  still, 
and  still  told,  in  long  stories,  from  day  to  day, 
hat  it  was  in  a  critical  situation.  He  bad  no 
det  that  the  nation  was  to  be  saved-  by.  roach. 
peaking.  He  did  firmly  believe,  that  more  than 
forty-eight  hours  would  not  be  necessary  to  pass 
all  laws  to  meet  tbe  impending  crisis.  If  a  dee- 
kration  of  war  was  tuought  proper,  (bis  would 
be  sufficient  time  for  it;  if  an  extraordinary  miv 
sioo,  as  suggested  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Seutlx 
Carolina.  Air ly-eight  hours  would  be  time  enough, 
for  the  liaU«e  to  degide  on  recommending  it. 
The  present  was  a  stnie  of  sospense,  from  wbicb 
the  nalipu  ought  to  be  removed,  and  he  was  nn- 
willing  to  ptotong  this  state  by  the  pasnge  of 
tbe  biil. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAHs  said  tbat  tbe  obseryationa 
of  gentlemen  themselves  were  the  landmarks  by 
which  be  would  steer.  Gentlemen  bad  said  that 
they  would  wait  under  all  these  aceiunnlaied  io^ 
juries,  the  weight  of  which  Mr.  W.  acknowledged, 
till  the  fourth  Monday  in  May.  Now,  he  said, 
he  wished  to  wait  a  little  loDgeV,  that  the  Execu- 
tive might,  if  be  chose,  take  advantage  of  tbe  in- 
terval. He  said  be  had  aikded  to  the  case  of  tbe 
Chesapeake  as  an  eminent  illustration  of  tbe  de- 
sire  of  the  Executive  for  peace;  though  he sfaonlj 
not  trespass  upon  truth  if  he  said  that  the  afibir 
of  the  tJhesapeake  rested  not  now  as  it  had  done. 
Admitting  tbat  we  had  ample  oanse  for  war,  wltat 
di^ gentlemen  propose  lo  gain  by  postponing  it? 
Tbe  genileman  fron^  Virginia,  (Mr.  Jackbor,) 
bad  said  that  the  nation  wa*  pushing  ibem  li» 
war.  Mr.  W.  asked  if  there  waa  a  petition  or 
tbe  tajile  lo  that  purport,  from  any  portion  of  the 
United  Slates?  No,  really  ;- whilst  a  large  pot- 
tion  of  the  people,  the  South  almost  unaiiimausly, 
had  expressed  a  wish  ibai  theOorernmeDtshoold 
adhere  to  the  embargo,  till  it  produced  an  effect, 
or  its  capaoity  to  produce  the  eficct  was  disproved. 
You  are  like  lo  be  driven  out  of  the  embargo  by 
wail  asked  Mr.  W.;  why,  sir,  look  at  the  sensa- 
tion in  New  England  and  New  York,  and  talk 
about  going  to  war,  when  you  cannot  maintain 
an  embargo!  There  is  a  large  portion  of  tbe  peo- 
ple of  New  England,  who,  through  misrepresra- 
lations  and  the  efforts  of  your  enemies  have  been 
taught  to  believe  (hat  your  Admiaislratioo  baa 
not  soBght  for  peaoe.  Could  any  man  have  the 
hardihood  to  say  so,  ^'ter  another  special  minioa 
had  failed  7  Certainly  not;  and  il  is  do  treason 
to  mention  il,  allbough  genllemeo  sbonld  not  like 
it.  If  you  do  not  adopt  Witr  before  the  fontA 
Monday  ia  May,  will  the  DailoD  be  ruined  if  yon 
postpuae  it  still  further?    How  could  eentletnen 
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deBOBDoe  the  coBrw  wbicli  he  Tecommended, 
when  it  was  noir  jmrsuedl  For  a  vessel  was 
nowadvariueO,  be  obiefTed,  to  go  on  public  busi-. 
ness  U>  Great  Britain  and  Freace,  and  liew  des- 
patches were  goiDg,  be  nupposed.  EveD  if  war 
was  determined  od,  would  ihere-be  aufttiiDg  in- 
coDsisteoi,  BDytbiog  degrading,  in  giving^  to  for- 
eiga  natloDS  yet  another  chaoce  id  do  ua  jusiicel 
i£.  W.  said  he  would  do  eTcrything  be  could,  in 
aa  honorable  maaner,  to  picveal  war.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  men  who  wished  to  prevent  war 
were  quite  as  patiioiic  aa  those  who  appeared  de- 
sirous of  promotiog  it.  He  fek  more  !BlisractioD 
ID  seeing  the  poor  emigraut  or  exile  froca.the 
troublrs  of  Europe  sitiing  peaceably  and  io  com- 
fort  at  his.fireside  or  cabin  doqr,  than  in  hearing 
of-ihe  most  splendid  violoriee.  Wbea  the  last 
step  Id  preserve  peace  bad  faiied,  then  would  be 
be  willing  to  roiise  the  people  to  mount  the  Cap- 
ital and  soDud  the  tocsin — but  not  tUl  iben.  tit 
was  for  givJng  a. fair  opportuniir  to  hear  from 
Burope ;  for  if  Congress  met  in  May,  there  would 
vet  be  a  foretgu  messenger  abroad;  and  waiting 
us  arrival,  ibef  would  do  Dotbing. 

Mr.  Bdbwbll  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
would  vote  for  an  earlier  meeting  of  Congress 
than  usual.  la  Qreat  Britain,  in  whose  govern- 
maat  there  were  some  features  appro  xi  ma  tint;  to 
ours,  there  was  always  an  uneasiness,  lest  the  Par- 
liMBent  should  not  meet  of^eo  enough.  Whence 
could  be  the  objection  to  Congress  meeting  at  an 
earlier  imjt  If  the  public  sentiment  was  not 
then  prepared  for  war,  it  would. not  be  adopted. 
Il  appeared  to  him  that  an  early  session,  iasiead 
of  producing,  mischief,  would  esseoiially  con- 
tribute to  trBoquillize  the  minds  of  ihe  people.  If 
atiaioable,  we  mast  have  peacei 


if  not,  « 


0  South  Carplii 


e  but  wftr.     Tbegenlle- 


t  take  Ihii 


.  1  should 

coarse,  whether  it  would  not  be  perfeotly. proper 
that  Congress  should  be  in  session  1  Certaiuly 
it  would.  With  retpect  to  a  special  mission,  Mr. 
B.  said  he  was  perfectly  al  a  loss  to  eoaceive  what 
cottU  be  the  natura  of  any  proposition  wb-ich 
could  bemadetoQreatBritAJD-  A  proposition  bad 
already  been  made  toher.ineffect,  lOgo  to  war  with 
her  against  France,  and  iosullingly  refused  ;  for 
no  other  ioterpietalion  could  be  made  of  the  oSer 
10  suapend  the  embargo,  if  she  would  rescind  her 
Ofdars  ia  Council,  except  Mr.  Canning  chose  to 
nusuDderstand  everything  that  could  be  said.  Ua- 
IcsB  gentlemen  would  point  out  some  new  propo- 
MiioQ,  which  could  be  made  to  Great  Britain  or 
France,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  the 
course  reeemmeoded.  Aa  to  the  eoatiouance  of 
the  embargo,  Mr.  B,  said  it  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
veil  understood  by  every  mB0,that  when  ihe  Gov- 
eroment  deieEmined  on  that  course,  it  did  not  da- 
termine  to  penevera  in  it  eternally.  If  it  could 
be  made  laaaifest  to  him  that  any  particular  fa- 
vorable GOaseqiience  would  be  produced  by  post- 
Gning  the  session  beyond  the  fourth  Monday  in. 
■y,  he  might  be  induced  to  accede  to  it.  As  to 
the  disposition  of  the  Administration  to  preserve 


peace,  could  the  gentleman  conceive  il  passible  lo 
remove  the  impressions  of  those  who  were  deter- 
mined not  to  be  convinced}  This  naiion  had 
sued  for  peace,  but  in  vaio;  they  had  offered  to 
([ivB  up  almost  everything  in  contest,  if  Great 
Britain  would  yield  a  thing  which  neither  Mr. 
Canning  nor  any  other  member  of  (he  British. 
Goveromeot  ever  said  they  hadaright  to  do, and 
which  was  only  justified  on  tbe  ground  of  neces- 
sity. There  was  therefore  no  pTausibiliiy  in  the 
assertion  that  peace  bad  not  been  earnestly  sought 
for. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Camfbbll  said  that  if  nothing  oc- 
curred betweeo  Ibis  time  and  the  lime  proposed, 
by  the  bill  fur. tbe  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
which  would  particolarly  render  a  change  oeces- 
sary,  he  was  yet  of  opiaioa  that  it  would  be  then 
necessary  to  change  our  situatidn ;  for  ibis  rea- 
son: that  al  that  period,  lime  Eu£Gcient  would 
have  elapsed  to  give  us  information  as  lo  what 
ground  Great  Britain  would  lake,  after  she  had 
heard  of  (be  position  which  Congress  had  utaio.' 
tained.  After  that  ground  was  taken,  Congres* 
would  know  how  to  aci.  1  never  voted  for  tbe 
embargo  as  a  permanent  measure,  said  Mr.  C., 
ocr  did  1  ever  nse  an  exprenion  which  would  ao- 
thoriie  sucb  a  sopposiiioo ;  nor  do  I  suppose  that 
Hixy  qther  gentleman  entertained  such  an  idea. 
As  lo  a  special  mission,  I  should  as  soon  think  of 
sending  a  special  messenger  to  the  moon  as  to 
Great  Britain  or  lo  France,  for  the  cup  of  hu- 
miliatioo  is  exhausted  jalresdy,  and  I  will  never 
put  il  in  Ibeir  power  lo  offer  us  another  cup. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  asked 
why  our  Ministers  still  continued  at  thoae  Courts. 
Though  I  have  no. objection  that  the  geutlemaa 
should  animadvert  on  this  topic,  it  is  not  a  que»> 
lion  for  our  detetmioalloa ;  but!  think  it  proper 
that  as  long  as  we  can  maintain  our  situation, 
iolercourse  may  rentain  open.  At  the  momeat 
whea  we  determine  oa  war  onlv  ought  We  to 
recall  our  Ministers.  W^'are  told,  air,  that  wa 
cannot  carry  the  people  with  us  into  war ;  that 
we  must  do  something  to  exoile  them.  This 
looks  something  like  the  doclrina  of  European 
countries,  I  believe  that  the  people  hare  trod- . 
den  the  same  course  that  tye  .have  in  everv- 
ibing  which  has  taken  place,  and  are  as  capaiug 
of  determining  on  the  propriety  of  tbe  course 
which  we  pursue  as  we  ate  ouraelves.  I  l^elieve 
that  DO  impulse  is  necessary  to  be  given  lo  the 
people.  If  we  act  correctly,  there  Is'no  doobt 
that  the  people  will  support  our  conduct.  With 
respect  lo  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake,  which 
has  been  alluded  to,  it  was  not,  in  my  mind  a  pro- 
per occasion  for  war.  If  it  was  so,  I  cannot  really 
comprehend  why  w«  are  told  that  it  is  necessary 
to  do  something  to  excite  tbe  people  to  go  to  war. 
If  we  were  to  send  a  Minister,  what  could  he  do 
but  repeal  thesamecoursel  There  seems  to  be 
an  idea  enieriained  by  some  gentlemen,  sir,  which 
I  wish  to  disavow.  The  chause  of  President 
about  to  take  place,  appears  to  be  conaidered  aa 
ihe  commencement  ot  a  new  dynasty.  The 
change  of  that  officer  cannot  affect  our  general 
relations,  for  it  is  th«  pwp'a  and  not  the  President 
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who  are  to  poiot  ont  the  proper  course  to  be  par- 
sued. 

Mr.  Macoh  said  he  had  not  intended  to  hare 
(sid  anything,  but  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Bdhwell)  had  broached  a  doctrine 
which  he  did  not  approve — [bat  this  Ooyernment 
-was'like  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  BnawELL  eiplained  that  be  had  taid  that 
the  Ooveramenis  were,  in  some  of  [heir  fealures, 
alike. 

Mr.  Maco;*  said  thai  the  reason  of  the  fe«r  in 
Great  Britain  thai  ihe  Parliament  would  not  meet 
often  enough,  was  extremely  obvious.  The  only 
Toice  which  the  people  had  was  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  they'  wanted  them  to  be  always 
in  session,  to  keep  the  King  and  nobitily  off  from 
(hem.  In  Great  Britain  ihe  King  dissolved  Par- 
liament at  bis  pleasure.  Mere,  be  said,  there  was 
no  power  to  dissolve  Coogress.  ladeed,  there 
was  no  similarity  in  ibc  two  Gorernments.  He 
aaid  be  bad  no  fear  of  any  mischief  being  done 
by  Conferees  meeting  earlier;  but  he  was  opposed 
to  their  meetinfc  earlier,  because  they  would  du 
more  good  by  staying  away.  Could  any  mao  say 
what  would  take  place  betweeu  this  day  aud  (he 
third  of  March  'I  And  yet  tbe  House  were  now 
called  on  to  deterinine  on  an  eaira  session.  He 
was  for  giving  such  time,  after  the  deliberations 
of  the  present  session  closed,  as  that  Great  Brit- 
ain might  see  what  we  had  dooe,  and  conaider 
wltether  she  would  retract  or  go  to  war,  for  if  she 
did  not  retract,  war  must  be  the  cDiisei)ucDce. 
Mr.  M.  said  be  would  give  every  opportooity  for 
peace;  be  would  oot  be  for  hurrying  the  matter. 
He  had  DO  opinion  that  Congress  bemg  in  session 
would  have  any  effect  on  cne  people.  Theory 
of  an  iotentioa  to  destroy  commerce  was  not  lo 
make  him  do  a  single  thing  which  be  would  not 
Otherwise  do.  No  man  can 'believe  that  we  who 
raise  produce  should  wish  it  to  lie  on  our  bands, 
as  is  now  our  situation.  It  is  maritime  rights  for 
which  we  contend.  For  these  we  planters  are 
making  sacrifices,  and  we  know  it.  As  to  the 
grower  it  is  immaterial  in  point  of  interest  into 
what  ship  or  wagon  his  proaace  roes ;  but  he  is 
conlendiug  for  the  interests  of  nis  mercantile 
brethren.    A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  re- 

Eialing  the  embargo  to  put  an  end  in  diFContenti. 
et  gentlemen  beware  of  it,  lest  in  trying  to 
please  everybody,  they  pi ea!:e  nobody.  Let  us  do 
what  is  right,  that  is  the  only  ground  (ot  us  to  ^ske. 
Whenever  we  begin  to  temporize,  that  principle 
is  abandoned.  I  disagree  wilh  the  gentlemaD 
from  Tennessee  as  to  tne  expediency  of  continu- 
ing the  embargo  ;  1  do  oot  believe  that  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  try  it  beyond  May.  I  believe 
"'eouglitlo  try  i'  '  .   "     -      ■  ™.  ■     - 

-  --■-•--    Wl 


jglit  10  try  it  beyond   September.    This 

/  Opinion.     What  effect  do  genllemen  axpeot 

Ihat  the  embargo  will  have  had  in  May?    Not 


my  opi 


■e  than  at  this  moment.  While  every  dav  froi 
that  time  till  September,  it  will  be  more  and  more 
effectual.  I  never  voted  for  it  as  a  permanent 
measure ;  but  toy  opinion  was,  as  I  staled  It,  that 
it  might  be  necessary  to  hold  on  to  it  fof  one,  two. 


to  an  extra  seuion,  1  have  never  thongbi  of  it; 
but  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  Executive.  It 
has  been  k>  suddenly  suggested,  however,  ifaat  I 
would  not  undertake  lo  tlecide  positively  on  the 
subject.  I  shoold  rather  incline  to  let  them  send 
to  us  now ;  we  have  nepl  to  them  long  enough. 
As  to  tbe  people  being  tired  of  tbe  embargo,  ivben- 
ever  they  want  war  in  preference  (o  it,  they  will 
send  their  pelilions  here  to  thai  effect.  When 
gentlemen  from  tbe  Eastern  States  say.  that  ibe 
people  there  are  tired  of  it,  perhaps  ihey  speak 
correctly.  As  to  all  the  talk  of  insurrections  and 
divisions,  it  has  no  effect  on  me.  When  the  sedi- 
tion law  was  passed  under  the  former  Adminis- 
tration, it  was  said  that  the  people  would  oot  bear 
it.  I  thought  then  as  now,  that  the  elections 
would  show  their  disapprobation,  and  that  ifaey 
would  manifeat  it  in  that  way  alone.  When  the 
people  are  tired  of  the  embargo,  as  a  meaos  of 
preserving  peace,  they  will  tell  you  so,  and  say, 
■'  Give  us  war  ]"  But  none  have  saU  so ;  and  yel, 
sir,  1  know  well  that  myself  and  some  others  are 
blalned  for  out  adherence  to  this  measurt.  I  can 
only  say,  that  it  is  an  honest  adherence.  I  do 
believe  that  tbe  conliouance  of  that  measure, 
with  the  addition  of  a  bill  now  on  yoor  table, 
(non-inlerconrse  bill,)  is  the  best  thing  vou  can 
do ;  and  if  I  thought  that  Congresa  would  declare 
war  in  May,  1  should  be  much  more  averse  to 
meeting  then  than  I  am  now  ;  but  f  do  not  be- 
lieve it  will.  Put  the  question  to  every  man  in 
the  nation.  War  or  embargo  ?  The  eerlaioty  of 
that  alternative  would  ma^e  them  more  favoTB- 
ble  to  tbe  embargo  than  they  are  now.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  that  the  opposiiioo  to  the  embar- 
go would  themselves  wish  i(  to  be  continued  « 
little  while  longer.  T  agree  with  gentlemen  thnt 
the  people  will  pa:inl  out  what  should  be  done. 
Do  not  declare  war  before  you  adjourn,  aod  I 
have  no  fear  of  your  doing  it  when  you  meet 
agaio.  Let  each  man.  put  tbe  question  to  his 
neighbor,  whether  he  will  bare  war  or  embargo, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  answer  in  favor 
of  the  latter.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  that  the  new  AdminiiitraiioD  sboiild 
not  be  considered  as  a  new  dynasty.  But  when 
new  politics  come  ioto  office,  it  is  something  like 
it;  and  we  have  seen  it  in  our  days.  But,  be- 
lieve me,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  danger  of 
insurreetioo  ia  any  part  of  this  bappy  couotry. 

Mr.  Sloim  was  against  the  passag*  of  the  bill, 
because  it  would  keep  the  people  in  smp^nce—a 
state  which  he  himself  did  not  like.  He  bad  ex- 
pected that  when  we  met  here,  the  embargo 
would  have  been  repealed.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  embargo  was  lo  remain  until  Spp- 
Icmherl  He  would  not,  however  gloomy  the 
prospect,  forego  the  hope  ihat  Coogress  would 
relieve  the  people  from  the  burden  which  ihry 
could  not  bear.  Any  man  might  see  wbnt  would 
be  the  effect  of  this  law.  Congress  would  meet 
in  May,  and  would  continue  tbe  meaaure-n  little, 
aod  a  little,  longer,  and  eventually  rise  withoDt 
removing  it.  He  wished  once  again  to  resiote 
thesmiles  of  content  to  this  ones  happy  land,nad 
to  do  it  without  an  extra  aessioii. 
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Mr.  QnixoT. — Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  bill  under 
eoMsiderktioa  had  do  other  aspect  on  the  fates  of 
ibia  coDDlTy  ihao  its  terms  indicate,  IsfaoaldbaTe 
cODiinued  Eilent.  If  the  qaesiisn  upon  it  iuvolr- 
ed  no  other  consequences  than  thosei  of  personal 
inconTenienea  to  us  and  of  eipense  to  ifae  public, 
I  would  not  DOW  SEk  the  indalgmce  of  the  House. 
Bai  1  deem  this  bill  to  be  a  materially  companent 
part  of  that  svilem  of  commercial  reairictiga 
under  which  ine  best  hopes  of  ihi&  nation  are 
oppreased.  1  ooniider  this  meaiore  as  intended 
to  induce  this  people  still  longer  to  endure  pa- 
tiently the  erobacgo,  and  all  the  evils  which  it 
brings  in  its  traiii,  by  exciting  and  fostering  in 
them  deluaire  expectations.  A  great  crisis  is.  to 
all  hDnMD  appearance,  advancing  uponour  coun- 
try. GreBllemen  may  ■(tempt  to  conceal  it  from 
the  nation,  perhaps  from  themiekes,  but  every 
step  they  take  bas  an  inBuence  upon  that  crisis ; 
»aa,  small  u  they  mav  deem  ihedaclaioa  on  this. 
bill,  in  ita  eSeeis  it  will  be  atnoog  ihe  most  im- 
portant of  any  of  the  acts  of  this  seiNon. 

It  is  very  painful  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be 
compelled  to  place  my  opposition  to  this  bill  on 
ground  reanliing  from  the  conduct  of  ibe  Admin- 
(ration  of  (his  hatioa.  I  say,  sir,  ibis  is  very  pain- 
ful to  me,  because  I  have  no  personal  animosity 
to  any  Individual  of  Ibet  Administration.  Nor, 
if  I  know  myself,  am  I  induced  loihis  opposition 
from  any  party  moiive.  But,  sir,  acting  in  a  pub- 
lic capacity,  and  reasoniag  coac«rning  events  as 
they  occur,  wiib  reference  to  ibe  bigh  duiias  of 
my  Biation,  I  shall  not,  wben  I  artive,  in  my  con- 
ception, at  a  jnst  coocliuioii, -shrink  from  any 
E roper  responiibility,  inspreadiatc  that  conclusion 
Efore  this  House  aad  nation.  One  thing  I  shall 
hope,  and  certainly  shall  deserve  from  the  friends 
of  Ibe  Administration — the  acknowledgment 
thai  I  shall  aim  no  .insidious  blow.  It  shall  be 
made  ppenly,  distioctly^jn  the  daylight.  Be  it 
strong,  or  be  it  weak,  I  invite  ihose  friendu  to  par- 
ry i  t.  If  tbey  are  successful,  I  shall  rejoipe  in  il 
not  less  than  they.  , 

This  is  the  position  in  rejatton  to  the  conduct 
of  Administration  which  I  take,  and  on  which .1 
rest  my  opposition  lo  this  bill :  That  this  House 
wben  It  passed  the  embargo  law  was  under  a  de- 
ception toucbiqg  (be  motives  of  Administration, 
in  recommending  that  measure — that  it  ba?  been, 
in  adopting  that  measure,  iostiumeutal  in  deceiv- 
ing this  people  as  to  the  motives  which  induced 
that  law ;  that  if  it  passea.  this  bill,  it  will  again 
act  under  a  decepiion  touching  those  motives, 
and  again  be  iosimmeDial,  unwarily  and  uowil- 
liogly,  as  1  believe,  in  deceiving  this  people,  in 
relation  to  ibem.  I  think  I  have  slated  my 
ground  of  opposition  so  clearly  as  to  admit  of  no 
mUconceplion.  '  And  I  invite  gentlemen  to  meet 
me  candidly  on  It.  When  I  speak  of  deception. 
I  begKentlemenuDt  to  misunderstand  me.  1  will 
be  as  just  to  Administration  as  1  mean  to  be  true 
aod  fearless  in  the  performance  of  my  duty  to 
this  people.  By  this  term  I  do  not  mean  any 
moral  obliqnitjr,  any  direct  falsahood  or  palpable 
misrepresentation.  But  1  ioteod  by  it  political 
deception.    That  species  of  conning,  not  uncom- 


mon among  politicians,  which  Lord  Bacon  ealla 
"left-handed  wisdom."  This  is  exhibited,  when 
ostensible  and  popular  motives  are  presented  as 
inducements  to  a  particular  line  of  conduct,  and 
(he  real  and  ciidcal  ones  are  kept  behind  the  cur- 
tain. This  is  practised  when  those  who  have 
□blajned  an  influence  over  others,  troll  them  by 
the  means  of  fait  promises  upon  taodlcs  in  a 
downhill  path,  and  so  are  enabled  padually  to 
shove  them,  by  gentle  motions,  farther  than  at 
firstthey  badao/  intention  to  go.  We  ntinessihis 
species  of  political  deceptiqo,  when  we  see  men 
meshed  in  the  toils  of  a  complicated  policy,  and 
then  dragged  whithersoever  their  leaders  will, 
through  sheer  shame,  at  breaking  the  cords  of 
that  net  in  which  ibey  have  suffered  themselves 
incautiously  to  be  entangled. 

In  support  ofmy  first  position — that  this  House, 
when  it  passed  the  embargo  law  was  under  a  de- 
ception, touching  the  motives  of  Administratioo, 
I  shall  ash  the  House  to  recollect  as  far  as  pos- 
sible aU  the  motives  which  induced  it  to  pass  the 
embargo  law,  and  l  ben  I  will  attempt  to  show 
that  the  motives  of  Administration  were  diOerent, 
in  kind  or  in  d^rea,  from  those  which  operated 
onihisfloor.  I  will  recapitulate  them  as  distinctly 
as  possible,  excluding  no  one  which  I  have  any 
reason  to  think  bad  an  influence  in  the  House, 
imputing  none  which  did  not  exist.  One  mo- 
live  was  the  preservation  of  our  resourceo — (hat 
is,  the  saving  of  our  aeamen  and  navigation.  T-his 
was  the  ostensible  and  popular  motive — that 
avowed  by  Administration.  Another  motive  waa, 
thai  many  thought  war  was  inevitable,  and  (hat 
embargo  would  give  an  opportunity  (o  prepare 
for  it.  Again.  Bome  thought  that  it  would  have 
a  good -effect  on  the  negotiation  then  daily  ex- 
pected, and  frighten  Mr.  Rose.  Again.  Other* 
supposed  (bat  it  would  straiten  Great  Britain  at 
a  moment  the  most  favorable  to  make  her  feel 
the  imporUnce  of  the  United  Stales.  The  sys- 
tem of  commercial  pressure  was  in  full  operation 
in  Europe,  and  should  this  country  complete  the 
circle  of  compression,  they  thought  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  her  not  loyieldtoour  pretensions. 
Again.  Some  thought  that  the  French  Emperor 
was  eoDtending  for  maritime  rights,  aod  (hat  it 
was  time  for  us  to  co-operate.  [Here  Messrs. 
Smilib  and  Eppes  required  of  Mr.  Qdimcy  to 
know  to  whom  be  had  allusion.]  1  am  surprised, 
said  Mr.  d.  to  iiear  that  question  asked  by  the 
eentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  If,  however,  il 
be  denied  as  a  motive,  I  have  no  objection  lo 
withdraw  it.  What  I  am  now  doing  ought  to 
excite  no  pasaion.  I  am  not  about  to  question 
the  motives  of  ibis  House.  I  am  only  recapitu- 
lating all  those  which  there  i»  every  reason  to 
believe  existed.  If  any  gentlemen  say  a  parlic- 
ular  one  did  Dot  exist,  for  ibe  present  arcument 
I  reject  it.  My  present  object  only  is  to  oe  com- 
plete in  my  enumeration,  in  order  to  make  more 
forcible  the  bearinz  of  my  principal  argument, 
that  it  does  not  include  those  which  principally 
bad  an  influence  with  Administratiun  in  recom- 
DteDdiDg  the  measure.  1  do  not  recollect  but  two 
other  motives  besides  those  already  mentioned. 
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Some  Toted  for  this  embargti,  becauie  tbey 
ihoDghi  ibis  Hoiwe  oagbt  lo  do  something,  aad 
they  did  not  kooir  what  elie  la  do.  Oibars  in- 
timated tbat  it  mizhi  have  an  effect  to  injure 
France  in  (he  few  West  India  possessions  wbicb 
remained  to  her.  But  tbia  was  urged  so  faiallr, 
and  wilb  sucb  little  show  of  reason,  that  I  dqubt 
if  it  were  AMinflaential  rooiiTe  with  snj  loan. 
The  preceflng  enitmeMlioa  includes  all  the 
raoiireB,  as  I  believe,  eitber  urged  on  this  floor  or 
in  any  way.  silently,  opcralire  in  producing  tbat 
measure.  Now  I  do  not  ibJDk  1  state  my  posi- 
tion too  strongly  when  1  say  ibal  noi  a  man  in 
this  Hoase  deemed  tbe  emban^o  intended  chiefly 
as  a  measure  of  coercion  on  Qregt  Britain  ;  that 
it  was  ta  be  made  permanent  utall  bazards,Dnlil 
it  had  effected  that  object;  and  that  nothing  else 
cfiectual  was  to  be  done  fur  the  support  of  out 
maritime  rights.  IF  any  indiridual  was  iaSu- ' 
eoced  by  such  motives,  certainly  they  were  not 
those  of±  majority  of  ibis  Hoase.  Now,  sir,  on 
my  conscience,  I  dobelicTe  (hat  these  were  the  mo- 
tires  and  inlenlioos  of  Administration  when  they 
recommended  the  embargo  to  the  adnpiioa  of  this 
House.  Sir,  Ibeiieve  these  ooDlinue  to  be  still 
their  motives  and  intentions.  And  if  this  were 
fairly  nndersiood  by  the  people  to  be  tbe  fact,  i 
do  not  believe  thai  they  would  countenance  the 
coDtinuance  of  such  an  oppreasive  measure,  1'ot 
sDch  a  purpose,  without  better  assurance  than  has' 
ev«r  yet  b«eo  gina  to  them,  that,  by  adherence 
to  this  policy,  tn«  great  and  real  object  of  it  will 
be  effected. 

The  proposition  which  I  undertake  to  maintain 
consists  of  three  {wirticulars.  First.  That  it  wu, 
■nd  is,  the  intention  of  Administration  to  coerce 
Qreat  Britain  by  the  embargo,  and  tbat  this, and 
not  precaution,  is,  and  wan,  the  principal  object 
of  the  policy.  Second.  That  it  was,  and  is  in- 
tended to  persevere  in  ibis  measore  until  iteffeot, 
if  possible,  tbe  proposed  object.  Third.  That  it 
was  and  is  the  intention  of  Administration  to  do 
tiotbing  else  effectual  in  support  of  out  mariLtme 
ri^ts. 

Havingin  my  mindaperfeet  eonrielionol 
tnilh  of  every  one  of  these  prapositiaas,  I  shonld 
b«  false  to  myself  and  to  my  country,  at  aach 
crisis  as  this,  if  I  did  not  state  that  conviction  I 
this  House,  and  through  it  to  my  fellow-citizen 
I  shall  not,  however,  take  refuge   in  mere  decli 
ration  of  individual  opinion,  or  content  myself 
simply  wHth  asiettions.    I  shall  state  the  grounds 
and  the  reasonings,  by  which  I  arrive  at  this  re- 
sult.    I  invite  gentlemen  (a  reply  to  them,  in  the 
spirit  in  which  ibey  are  offered.    Not  with  the 
design  of  awakening  any  personal   or  party  pas- 
sion, but  to  folfll  the  high  duties,  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  apprehension  of  Ihem,  1  owe  to  this 
people. 

When  we  attempt  to  penetrate  mio  the  joteo- 
tioni  of  men,  we  are  all  sensible  bow  ibick  and 
roysietioua  is  thai  veil,  wbicb,  by  the  law  of 
n«iare,is  spread  over  them.  Atiimes  it  it  scarcely 
permitted  to  no  individual  to  be  absolutely  cer- 
tain of  bis  own  motives.  But  when  the  qoestion 
ii  coneeroiDg  Uu  purposes  of  others,  experience 


dally  tells  hffW  hard  a  task  it  is  to  descend  into 
the  bidden  recesses  of  the  mind,  and  pluck  inien- 
tionsfromibat  granite  cell,  in  which  ihey  delijht 

Tbe  only  mode  of  discovery  is  to  consider  Ian* 
guage  and  conduct,  in  their  relation  to  the  real 
aud  avowed  object,  and  thence  to  c»nclndf.  ai 
fairly  as  we  cao,  which  is  tbe  one,  and  which 
tbe  other.  This  course  I  shall  adopt.  If  there 
be  anything  fnllacioas,  lei  the  rrieadsof  AdmiD- 

l  Slate  that  precaution  was  not,  bat  that 
coercion  on  Great  Britain  was  tbe  principal  mo* 
livje  with  Administration  in  advising  the  embargo, 
I  do  not  mean  lo  aver  that  precaoiion  did  not 
enter  into  the  view,  but  only  that  it  was  » idlnor 
consideration,  and  did  by  no  meaas  bear  so  great 
a  proportion  in  producing  that  policy,  in  -tbe  Cab- 
inet, as  it  did  before  the  world.  This  will  appear 
presently.  That  the  principal  object  of  the  em- 
bargo policy  was  coercion'  on  Qreat  Britain,  I 
coQclude  from  the  language  of  the  friendsof  Ad- 
minislratioa,  in  this  country,  and  the  'language 
which  the  Minister  of  Administration  was  dir«et- 

d-to  hold  across  ibe  Ailaniie,  as  also  from  tfaeir 

ubsequent  conduct.    Here  all  the  leading  cal- 

:olattous  had  relatioii  to  eoercion. 
The  dependence  of  Great  Britain  npoB  bet 

oanufactures,  and  their  dependence  upon  as  for 
supply  and  cOnsnmption — the  greatness  of  ber 
debt — her  solitary  state,  engaged  with  a  wnrld  in 
arms— ihe  fortunes  and  the  power  of  the  Freoeli 
Emperor— the  certain  effect  of  thecommereialpn^ 
hibiiions  of  combined  Europe  upon  her  maritime 
power ;  aneh  were  the  nniform  considerations  in 
support  of  this  policy,  adduced  by  the  friends  of 
Administration  on  this  floor,  or  in  this  nation. 

There,  on  the  eonlrary,  the  consideralions  urged 
as  tbe  motive  for  it  were  altogether  diQifreiit. 
Let  ns  recur  to  the  language  which  our  Minister 
was  directed  lo  hold  lo  ihe  Court  of  Greal  Brilaio, 
on  this  ti^bjeet.  The  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  his 
leiler  of  the  23d  of  December,  1807,  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  thus  dictates  to  him  the  course  he  is  to  pur- 
sue in  impressing  on  the  British  Cabinet  (be  ob^ 
jecls  of  the  embargo ; 

■  I  avail  myself  of  tbe  opportunity,  to  enclase  jou  a 
copy  of  ■  Mesasge  from  the  Prrsident  to  Congreu,  and 
Iheir  actin  pursuance  of  it,  Inyinf  an  emlisrso  on  our 
veuels  and  exports.  The  policy  and  caUHi  of  lbs 
messure  are  eiptained  in  the  Meiaa^  itaelt  Bat  it 
may  be  proper  to  sutboriae  you  to  aiaDra  the  British 
GovemnMnt,  •«  has  baen  just  aipresud  to  jia  MiBiatar 
hers,  tbat  Ihe  act  ia  a  maaante  of  preca«lioa  only,  called 
for  by  tha  occasioa ;  that  it  is  to  be  conaidered  as  nei- 
ther h«atile  in  its  character,  nor  as  justifying,  or  invit- 
ing or  leadmg  lo  hostility,  with  any  nation  whaMver, 
and  particularlj  as  opposing  na  obstacle  wbatavcr  to 


Great  Bril 

thetv 


Here  our  Admin  inlration  expressly  declare  thkt 
'tbe  policy  and  causes  ofthemeasureareeiplMined 
n  the  Message  itself."  And  in  that  Message  the 
'dangers  with  which  our  vessels,  our  seaiiiei>,aDd 
nerchandise, arc  threaieaed,"  and  "  ihEgrealim- 
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portanee  of  keeping  in  t^Tetj  ihese  eMcniial  re- 
sources," are  tbe  aole  causes  eDumeraied  as  ex- 
plBD^qrjr  of  ibal  polieT- 

At  the  Court  of  Qreat  BrilaiB,.  then  oar  Min- 
ister was  directed  to  represent  this  roeisare  as 
merely  intended  to  save  our  essential  resources. 
But  the  Admioistration  were  not  eonieat  with  the 
direct  asserl  ion  of  this  motive;  they  abjure  any  other. 
They  expressly  direct  oor  Miajsier  ''  to  assure  the 
British  .Qorernment  that  the-  act  is  a  meature  of 
precaution  opiy,"  aod  ''that  it  opposes  no  obsta- 
cle whatever,  to  amicable  ueeatiations  helween 
the  two  covntries."  Here  then  the  friends  of 
AdmiDbtraiion,  speskiog,  as  is  well  known,  irs 
laBgDage.allege.iii'lbis  country,  that  the  embsr^ 
isa  measure  ofcoeniion,  and  that  if  persisted  in 
vigorously,  it  will  r^duee- Great  Britain  to  our 
terms.  Wherefts  the  M  inister  of  the  UBJIed  States. 
spnkiDtT  also  the  laasuagq  of  AdidinistTalioa,  is 
directed,  unequirocaUV,  to  deny  all  this  in  Qreat 
Britain  and  lo  exclude  the  idea  of  coercion,  br 
deelBrini|>  it  to  b».a  moa^are  of  precantioa  only. 
Ceruialy  never  wae  there  a  policy  moreperfeoilr 
cbaracleTisttc.  it  is  precisely  That  policy  wbtcD 
onedeeply  skilled  in  the  knowledge  of  the  human 
eharacier,  described  as  "a  language  official  and  a 
iMiRuaee  confidential."'  A  language  for  the  ear 
of  tne  Araerican  people.  Ad  opitosite  for  the  ear 
of  the  Biiiish  Cabinet.  If  this  bad  been,  as  the 
Uioister  of  the  United  Slates  was  directed  to  as- 
>ure  the  British  Cabirtet, ''Bmeasure  ofpreciu- 
tioo  only,"  Vrhy  were  th'e  frieads  of  Adniiaistra- 
lion  permitted  to  advocate  it  as  s  tnnstire  of  eo- 
etvion  1  Why  is  It  coctiaued  after  alt  prelCRCcr 
of  precaution  has  ceasrd  i  Did  not  Administra- 
■ibH  know  that  if  it  were  supported  here,  on  I  he 
ground  of  coercioa.  that  this  fact  wolildnteei' 
sarily  be  uederBiood  in  Great  Britain,  and  that 
it  must  frtrm'^an  c^taole  to  negotiaiicni,"  not- 
withstaBdiHgall  ib«ir  declarations?  If  therefore 
it  had  been  truly  "a  measure  of  precaulion'Only," 
would  not  Adnnnistraiionhave  be«a  the  first  to 
bave  counteracted  such  an  opinion,  and  sot  per- 
mitted it  to  have  gained  any  ground  here  or  else- 
where? Yet  ibey  conntehsnce  this  opinion  in 
'  America,  tft  the  moment  th#y  are  denying  k  io 
Oreat  BriUiD.  And  why  1  The  reason  is  ob- 
TioBS,  and  itoonciasive  insapport  of  theposition, 
ttiai  it  was  at  first,  as  it  Js  now,simply  a  measuiv 
ofeoercion.  The  mode  adopted  by  Admioisira- 
lion  iatim  only  one  they  oould  adopt,  with  any 
kope  of  Bvccesa,  in  ease  the  ot^ect  was  coercioli, 
and  the  very  mode  they  would  avoid,  bad  it  been 
really  precaution.  There  is  do«  an  iodividnal 
ibeUnned-StatesiSoranchorBchildjasnoiioknow 
tkat  theargnraent  of  pr^cauiioQ  was  good  only  for 
uiiwtyiorst  farthest  an  hutidred  end  twenty  days. 
After  our  ships  and  seamen  were  in  port,  whith 
within  that  time  would  itavs  been  prinoipally 
the  case,  the  reason  of  preeautioD  was  at  an  enc' 
upon  tba  principle  that  the  setf-itiierest  and 
lellicence  of  the  merehiat  and  navigator,  are 
tbe  ftesi  guides  and  patrons  of  tbeir  own  con 
earns;  and  that  the  stake  whbh  society  has  ii 
the  pro|Kny  of  the  ciiiiea,  is  better  tecured  by 
bia  own  koowladge  and  aeiiuiy  then  by  any 


era!  regalalioas  whatsoever.    It  was  neces»ary, 

therefore,  in  tbe  United  States,  lo  resort  early  to 

the  idea  of  coercion,  and  to  press  it  vigorously; 

otherwise,  the  people  of  AmericB  conid  not  be  m- 

duced  to  endnrnnce  beyond  the  time  when  the 

of  precaution   had  ceased.     In  America, 

therefore,  it  was  coercion  ;  but  in  Great  Britain 

tate'  of  ihingi  was  altogether  the  reverse, 

.inistraiion   knew  perfectly  well,  not  only 

from  the  character  of' the  British  ration,  bat,  a(- 

from  the  most  common  principles  of  human 

ure,  that  once  present  this  embargo'  to  it  as  a 

:  of  coercion,  to  compel  it  to  adopt  or  re- 

ly  principle  of  adopted  pollcy.and  there 

end  of  negotiation.    It  would  have  been 

like  laying  a  drawn   sword  upon  the  tilble,'and 

declaring,  "  yield  ns  what  we  demand,  oi  we  will 

push  it  to  the  hilt  in  your  Vitals."    In  such  case, 

■'  was  perfectly  apparent  that  there  could  be  r«- 

ved,  from   an  independent  nation,  but  one  an- 

er:  "Take  away  your  sword;  withdraw  your 

meoaoe  )  while  these  continue,  we  listen  to  notlf 

iof; !"    Aware  of  Ibis  inevitable  consequence,  Ad- 

"■---■on  not  only  aver  that  ills   preeaution, 

condescend  to  deny  itis  anything  else, 
by  declaring  that  it  i?  this,  and  this  only.  Thus, 
in  Qreat  Erilain,  precaution  was  (he  veil  under 
which  a«word  was  passed  ioto  her  side.  But,  in 
the'  United  Slates,  coereion  was  the  palatable 
liquor  with  which  Administration  softened,  and 
gargled  the  passage,  while  It  thrust,  at  the  point 
of  the  bay'ODe'i,  the  bitter  pjll  of'embaivo  aown 
the  throats  of  the  American  people.  It  is  this 
variatfon  of  the  avowed  motive,  to  salt  the  un- 
questionahtie  diversity  of  the  state  of  things  in 
this  country  and  Great  Briiain,  combined  with 
tbe  fact  that  the  embargo  is  cooiinoed  long  aftet 
the  plea  of  precaution  bas  ceased  lo  be  e^ctual, 
that  produces  a  perfect  coHviclioh  in  my  mind 
that  precaution  was  little  more  than  ibe  pretext, 
and  thai  coercion  was,  in  fact,  the  principal  pur- 
pose of  the  policy.  Indeed,  how  is  it  po!sible  to 
conclude  otherwise,  when  the  very  mode  of  ar- 
gument adopted  in  each  country  was  tbe.  onlv 
one'  that  could  have  oiade  coercion'successfuf, 
And  the  very  one  which  would  have  been  avoid- 
ed,  if  precautibn  bad  been  the  real  and  only  mo- 
tive 1  I  cheerfully  submit  the  correctness  of  this 
conclusion  <o  the  coestderalion  of  tbe  people. 

I  come,  now.  lo  my  second  proposition.  That 
it  was  tbe  iatention  of  Administration  to  perse- 
vere in  Ibis  measure  of  embargo,  nntH  it  should 
effect,  if  possible,  tbe  proposed  object,  and,  as  I 
believe,  at  all  hazard.  The  evidence  of  this  in- 
tention, 1  gather  not  only  from  the  subsequent 
perseverance  in  this  system — in  sjiite  of  the  cries 
of  distress  heard  io  one  qtlirter  of  the  Union, and 
the  dadgers,  not  to  be  concealed,  resnltftig  from 
an  adherence  to  it — but,  from  the  very  tenor  of 
the  law ;  from  its  original  form  and  feature.  If 
this  had  been,  as  it  was  asserted  by  Administra- 
tion, originally  a  measure  of  preeaution  only, 
there  was  every  reason  why  it  should  he  limited, 
and  none  why  its  doratioo  should  be  unlimited. 
A  liihtled  embargo  was  conformable  to  precedent, 
in  ihia  conniry.    It  was  conformable  (o  practice, 
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in  other*.  There  whs  \m  qnntioa  of  in  Consii- 
lationality;  and.  oertaioly.  much  lest  reaaon  to 
be  jealouB  of  ii  bi  a  iransfer  of  power  to  tbe  Ez' 
ecutive.  The  question  of  precftutioa  bariDgref- 
creoce  to  the  ioteresis  of  (be  luerchiDi,  and  of 
the  other  cisssei  of  the  community,  was.  natural- 
ly, one  which  che  members  of  ihia  House,  ema- 
Daling  direcllf  from  the  people,  were  best  quali- 
fied to  ilecide,  and  wai  ihe  lail  which  ttiey  ouftht, 
or  would,  ill  GUDh  ease,  have  Gubmitied  to  the  en- 
tire eoDlrol  of  another  braocb  of  the  Legislature. 
But  as,  notnithslanding  assertion!,  it  was,  in  fact, 
&  meaayre  of  coercion,  a  rery  different  principle 
operated  in  its  formation.  It  was  to  be  used  ai  a 
weaj^ou  against  Great  Britain.  If  drawn  against 
her,  It  was  necessarf  to  be  put  into  such  a  liiua- 
tioD  HE  mo^t  certainly  to  effect  its  purpose.  If 
drawn  it  was  not  to  be  sheathed,  until  this  had 
been  done,  or,  until  it  had  reached  ibe  marrow 
and  vital!  of  llie  enemy.    Bui,  with  such  a  pur- 

tose,  a  limited  emburgo  would  hare  been  a  nerve- 
!M  weapon.  At  every  term  of  its  iimitHtion,  it 
would  have  been  under  the  control  of  this  House ; 
a  body  deeply  responsible  to  the  people,  liable  in- 
timniely  to  be  affected  by  iheir  feelings  and  pas- 
aioos.  These  would  have  immediately  operated 
upon  this  House,  which   neter  could  have  been 


brought  to  continue  ibi 
longer  than  it  was  for  the  iolereel, 
neous  10  the  wisbe^  of  the  mass  of  ibeii  fellow- 
eiiizens.  But,  if  the  intention  was  lo  keep,  if 
possible,  these  rEstrictions  upon  the  people  uotil 
tbey  effected  ibeir  object,  at  all  hazards,  then  no 
other  course  could  be  adopted  but  that  of  an  un- 
limited embargo.  TheWDole  commercial  power 
!;iven  to  us  by  the  Gonstituiioa  was  thus  traop- 
erred,  absolutely,  to  the  President  and  twelve 
men  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature — 
men,  from  their  situation  and  their  tenure  of 
office,  not  so  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  inierests 
of  the  people,  or  so  able  to  sympathize  wit^  them 
as  the  members  of  this  Hoose.  If  it  were  intend- 
ed,  then,  to  keep  this  instrument  of  coercion  aloof 
from  the  influence  of  the  people,  so  that  it  might 
be  mainuined  long  after  they  had  ceased  to  ap- 
probate it,  this  was  the  only  course  which  could 
be  adopted.  This  House  could  not  be  trusted 
with  the  power  of  re-enacting  it.  The.wtapon 
would  be  anortened  and  weakened,  if  it  remained 
in  our  control.  But,  in  the  exclusive  posse^sioD 
of  the  President  and  twelve  men,  its  WDole  force 
might  be  wielded  with  the  greatest  possible  effi- 
cacy. It  is  from  this  feature  of  the  embargo  law, 
tecuncileable  to  no  other  intention  than  to  per- 
severe in  it,  aloof  from  the  people's  tufferiogs,  un- 
til it  had  effected,  if  possible,  its  object,  as  well  as 
from  the  actual  obstinacy  of  adherence,,after  the 
most  maaifeal  symptoms  of  discontent  in  the 
commercial  Slates,  that  I  draw  the  conclusion 
that  such  was  the  original  determination  of  Ad- 
ministration. And  not  only  so,  but  I  am  perfectly 
of  opinion  that  such  is  still  their  inieniion,  and 
thai,  if  Ihe  people  will  bear  it,  ihis  embargo  will 
be  coDiiDUed,  Dot  only  until  next  Mav,  but  until 
next  September.  Yes,  sir,  to  next  May  twelve 
months.    Having  ibis  conviction,  a  sense  .of  duty 


obliges  me  to  declare  it  and  tbu  lo  atate  the  lea- 
ns of  it. 

I  eoiDe  now  to  my  third  position.  Not  onlf 
that  embargo 'was  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  co- 
ercion, bat  that,  from  the  first,  it  was  oerer  in- 
tended by  Administration  to  do  anything  ela«  ef- 
fectual, for  the  support  of  our  raariiioM  rights.  Sir 
I  am  sick,  sick  to  foathing,  of  this  eternal  clamor 
of  "  war,  war,  war,"  which  has  been  kept  up,  al- 
ioeeisantly  on  this  fioor,  now  for  more  than 
two  years.  Sir,  if  I  can  help  it,  the  oM  womea  of 
this  country  shall  not  be  frightened  in  ibis  waf 
any  longer.  I  have  been, a  loDg>timie,a  close  ob- 
server of  what  has  been  done  and  said  by  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House,  B|id  for  one,  I  am  satisfed 
that  no  insult,  however  gross,  offered  to  us  hf 
either  France  or  Great  Britain,  could  force  this 
majoriiT  into  the  declaration  of  war.  To  ase  a 
strong,  mil  conunoa  expression,  il  could  not  be 
kicked  into  such  a  declaration  by  either  naiioD. 
Letters  are  read  from  tbe  British  Mini; ter.  Pas- 
r  are  escited  by  his  sarcasms.  Men  get  up 
and  recapitulate  insults.  They  rise  and  exclaim, 
"  perfidy,  "  robbwy,"  "  falsehood,"  "  murder." 
"  Unpsclunfc  hearts  nilh  nordi, 
And  ftU  s  cursing,  like  a  leiy  drats  a  iculliorL!" 
Sir,  is  thi^  the  way  to  maintain  nalioDki  bonot 
or  dignity  7  Is  it  the  way  to  respect  almad  or 
at  home  7  Is  the  perpetual  recapitulation  of 
wrongs  the  ready  path  to  redress,  or  evea  the 
means  to  keep  aliv.e  a  just  sense  of  them  in  our 
minds  t  Are  those  seosibilities  likely  lo  remain 
for  a  long  lime  very  keen,  which  are  kept  con- 
stantly tudet  the  lash  of  tiie  tongue  1 

The  grounds  on  which  I  conclude  that  it  waa 
the  intention  of  Admiaistraiiop  lo  do  notlkiDg 
else  eSeciual  in  guppori  of  our  maritime  ritcbts^ 
are  ihese:  thai,  if  it  bad  ever  been  contemplated 
to  fighl  for  them,  less  would  have  been  aaid  abool 
war,  a(id  more  preparation  made  for  it.  Tbe  ob- 
servation is  common,  and  just  aa  true  of  collect- 
ive botjies  of  men  as  of  individuals,  that  tboce 
fight  the  best  whq  make  the  least  noise  upon  the 
subject.  The  man  of  determined  character  shows 
bis  strength  in  his  muscles,  in  the  altitude  he  a» 
sames,  in  the  dignified  posiiioo  in  which  ha  places 
himself.  Just  so  is  it  with  men  determioed  lo 
maiotain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  natioik 
They  consider  tbe  nature  of  the  exigBoey,  tbe 
power  of  the  ne.tioD.ivitfa  which  they  are  likely 
to  involve  their  conntry— what  preparationa  ar« 
necessary  to  its  ultimate  sneeess.  They  do  not 
content  themselves  with  evaporaiiog  words  of 
passion.  They  took  to  the  end,  and  deviae.  and 
piit  in  train  such  means  as  ate  suited  to  a  safe 
and  honorable  issue.  This  conduct  speaks  more 
terribly  iban  any  words  to  the  fears  of  foreign 
naiions.  And  as  to  our  citizens,  they  find  in  it 
an  assurance  which  can  be  given  them  by  ro 
enumeration  of  wrongs,  however  accural  or  elo- 
quent. But  it  is  not  merely  by  what  has  been 
said,  bat  by  what  has  been  done,  that  my  mind 
is  sntisfied  that  Administration  never  wentMAl 
contemplated  a  war  with  any  nation  under  heav- 
en.   That  all  this  clamor  so  qsteniaiiously  raised, 
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and  all  tbis  deiail  of  ibe  horron  of  war,  are  no- 
tbiog  eUe  than  the  machioeif  by  which  it  ii 
JDlended  to  keep  this  people  quiet,  thraa^b-  ap- 
preheDsjocLor  a  worse  slate,  uader  ibeir  most  op- 
preraive  evil,  ibe  embargo.  We  have  been  lold. 
froD)  Divioe  authority  "  h^  tbeir  deeds,  ye  shall 
know  (hem."  The  rule  is  juct  as  irae  ia  relation 
to  professors  in  politic^  as  to  professors  in  teli- 

fioD.  I  ask,  sir,  what  has  ibis  majority  done 
uiiog  the  t*D  years  pest,  in  every  moment  of 
wbicj)  the  people  have  been  kept  under  alaiott  a 
daily  anticipation  of  war,  towards  an  effectual 
maiDtenance  of  their  ri|;hta1  Why  i  we  have 
built  170  gunboais.  We  have  ia  requisition 
one  hundred  thousand  militia.  Aie  either  of 
ifae«e  intended  to  fighi  Great  Britain,  or  coinpe- 
lenl  to  maiutaiD  our  marilime  righisl  But,  we 
have  an  army  of  five  thousand  men.  And  how 
hare  yoD  appointed  officers  to  that  army  1  Have 
you  doiie  it  lo  a  maaner  to  create  that  tenliment 
of  unaaimity  so  necessary  lo  be  inspired,  if  your 
intention  be  lo  fight,  seriously,  a  foreign  enemy  1 
Id  t)te  last  sessiuo,  when  the  propoaal  to  taue 
that  army  was  before  tbe  House,  no  cry  was  so 
Dniversal  as  that  of  nnioa.  Well,  sir;  and  how 
did  those  gentlemen,  whose  seatinnenis  usually 
coincide  with  mine.act  upon  that  oeension?  Did 
-we  make  a  party  qaetlion  of  iti  No.  It  was 
BUpported,  very  generally,  by  us.  Now,  upon 
ivbat  principle  have  you  conducted  in  your  ap- 
pointment of  officers  to  that  army  1  As  thoagh 
you  wished  to  unite  every  heart  and  hand  in  the 
nation  in  opposition  to  a  foreign  enemyl  No. 
Bui  as  though  you  bad  no  other  project  than  lo 
reward  political  adbereals,  or  to  enforce  the  em- 
bargo laws.  I  mean  not,  unjustly,  to  charge  any 
racni.ber  of  the  Administration  ;  but,  I  am  obliged 
lo  state  that  I  have  salisfaelory  evidence  to  my 
mind,  that  it  has.beenestablishedasa  principle  by 
ib«  Secretary  at  War,  not  to  appoint  any  man  to 
a  comniand  in  that  army  who  was  not  an  open 
pattiMn  of  the  existing  Administration.  If  I  am 
lO  an  error,  appoint  a  committee  of  inquiry,  and 
I  will  be  tbe  happiest,  if  it  be  proved,  to  acknowl- 
edat  it.  [Mr.  Lotg  asked  if  Mr.  Q,oinct  was  in 
^raerl  Mr.  SpEi.KEa  conceived  he  was  not.] 
U.r.  Q^  continued  i  (  am  p^rfoimfog  what  I  deem 
•  great  duty,  and,  if  the  connexion  between  this 
lofttc  and  ina  subject  before  the  House  be  denied. 
I  mm  prepared'  to  establish  it.  I  am  contending 
that  if  the  purpose,  for  which  this  army  was 
Tmised,  were  to  meet  a  foreign  enemy,  this  prin- 
ciple would  never  have  been  adopted  in  ibe  ap- 
riatment  of  officers.  I  do  not  believe  the  fact 
Biate  will  be  denied  ;  but,  if  it  itbould  be,  it  is 
eatsiiy  to  be  ascertained  by  eompario^  tbe  ap- 
plicatioDs  for  appoiolments  to  those  offices,  with 
tbe  list  of  those  appointments.  Now,  sir,  if  the 
irtfeotion  were  to  unite  the  naiion,  aaone  man, 
against  a  foreign  enemy,  is.not  (bis  tbe  last  policy 
-wrhicb  any  Administration  ought  ever  to  have 
adopted?  Of  all  engines,  is  not  a  party  army 
tbe  most  dreadful  and  detealableT  Is  it  not  the 
moci  likely  lo  awaken  suspicion,  and  lo  tow  dis- 
eontcDt  rather  than  concord  T  This  is  one  rrason 
OB  wliieb  1  rear  mj  oiHoion  that  it  waa  not  ibe 


intention  to  go  to  war,  or  they  would  have  adopt- 
ed a  principle  more  harmonizing  in  relation  to 
ibeaiganiEaiioo  of  that  army. 

Again,  sir,  you  talk  of  going  to  war  ajaiosl 
Great  Biitain,  with,  1  believe,  only  one  frigate, 
and  five  sloops  of  war,  in  comraiii^ion  1  And  yet 
you  have  not  ihe  molulion  to  meet  the  expense 
of  tbe  paltry,  tittle  nnry.  which  is  rolling  in  the 
Potomac.  Already  we  i/ave  beard  it  rung  on 
this  floor,  that  if  we  fil  out  that  little  navy  our 
Treasury  wilt  be  emptied.  If  you  had  ever  a 
serious  intention  of  going  lo  war,  would  you  have 
frittered  down  tbe  resources  of  this  nation;  in  the 
manner  we  witness  1  Yougo  towar,  withall  tba 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  commerceannihilaied ; 
and  poMes«:ng  no  other  resource  than  loans  or 
direct  or  other  internal  taxes')  You!  a  party 
that  rose  into  power  by  declaiming  agaiiist  direct 
taxes  and  loans?    Do  you   hope  lu  make  ibe 

Gople  oftbiscquntry,  much  mOre foreign  nations, 
lieve  that  alich  is  your  inteiiiion  when  you 
have  reduced  your  revenue  to  such  a  condition  ? 

EMr.  a.  W.  Campbell  asked  the  gentleman,  if 
e  conid  tell  how  much  money  there  was  now 
in  tbe  Treasury.  Mr.  doincy  continued.]  My 
memory  has  not,  at  present  at  command  the  pre- 
cise sum,  but  perhaps  twelve  or  thirteen  milliona 
of  dollars  charged  with  the  expenses  and  appro- 
priations for.the  year.  But  wliatisihis?  Make 
any  material  preparation  for  such  a  war,  a*  yon 
must  wage,  if  you  engage. with  either  of  ibe  Ku- 
ropean  Powers,  and  your  whole  Treasury  is  ex- 
hausted, lam  m>t  now  examining  the  pr.eseot 
state  of  out  finances.  But  I  would  address  my- 
Betf  tomen  of  sense,  and  ask  them  lo  examine  the 
adequacy  of  our  revenuen,  in  their  future  product, 
to  ihe  inevitable  exigencies  of  war.  Sir,  yolt 
have  no  other  resources,  commerce  beiijg  gone. 
than  loans  or  internal  taxes.  Great  Britain  ana 
France  know  Ibis  fact  as  well  as  you.  Nuthing 
CBS  be  conducted. in  such  a  couuiry  as  ours,  with- 
out public  notoriety.  Tbe  general  resources  of 
our  country  are  as  well  known  in  Europe  as  they 
are  here.  But  we  are  about  to  raise  an  army  of 
fifty  thousand  volunteers.  For  what  purpose? 
I  have  beard  gentlemen  say ''  we  can  invade  Can- 
ada." But,  sir,  does  not  all  the  world,  as  well  aa 
you,  know  that  Qreai  Britain  holds,  as  it  were,  a 
pledge  forCanada  1  And  one  sufficient  lo  induce 
you  to  refrain  from  such  a  projeci,  when  you  be- 
gin seriously  to  weigh  all  (be  cansequencen  of 
such  invasion  7  I  mean  tbai  pledge  which  result! 
from  the  defenceless  stale  of  your  seaport  towns. 
For  what  purpose  would  you  attack  Canada.?  For 
territory?  No.  You  have  enough  uf  thai.  Do 
jou  want  citizen  refugees?  No.  You  would  be 
witling  to  dispense  with  tbem.  Do  jpu  want 
plunder?  This  is  the  only  hi^  an  invasion  of 
Canada  can  offer  you.  And  is  it  not  very  doubt- 
ful whether  she  could  noi,  in  one  month,  deairojr 
more  property  on  your  seaboard,  than  you  can 
acquire  by  the  most  Hucaeasful  invasion  of  that 
Province?  Sir.  in  ibi).  stale  of  things,  I  cannot 
bear  such  perpetual  outcries  about  war,  without 
declaring  my  opinion  coooerninff  tbem. 

When  lsay,>ir,  (bat  this  Adminiatration  eooU 
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not  be  iniliiced  ioioa  war,  I  mean  by  iLiown  Mlf- 
motioo.  W»rinHy — I  will  not  assert  that  il  will 
not  come.     Bui  such  a  state,  Administraltoa   da 

not  coniemplaiF,  nor  are  they  prepared  fur  it.  On 
the  CDDlrary,  I  do  believe  Ihat  ihe  rery  leodeocj 
of  all  imbecile  meaaures  ia  to  bring  on  the  very 
ereDi  their  advisers  deprecate.     Well  did  the  gen- 


tlem 
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other  day,  not  to  get  iaio  war.  He  told  you  it 
was  (he  desiffo  of  the  F«dEralists  to  lead  you  in- 
to that  state,  ia  order  that  they  might  get  your 
places.  Now  I  agree  with  the  gentleman,  that 
if,  by  your  measures,  you  gel  this  country  into  a 
war,  that  you  will  lose  your  places.  But  I  do 
not  agte«  that  in  tuch  ease  (be  Feileralitis  would 
get  tbeiQ.     No,  sir.     the  course  of  affairr,  io  po- 

EuUrrevolutioDS,  proceeds  oot  rconi  bad  to  better,, 
ut  from  bad  to  worse.  AAar  Coadorcet  and 
Brissot,  came  Daoion  aod  Robes^ieire.  Welt 
maygeDilemea  dread,  on  aceonnt  of  their  pUceo, 
being  iuTolved  in  war.  For  let  the  people  once 
begin  to  look  on  the  state  of  the  country,  with 
that  anxiety  which  the  actual  peieeplioo  ofpres>- 
«Dt  danger  never  fails  to  awaken;  let  ibem  real- 
ize the  exigencies,  yhich  [hat  stale  iovoUes,  aad 
com]>Bre  with  theoi  youi  pr«paratioaB  for  it ;  let 
tbcm  see  an  army,  in  which  perhaps  a  full  half 
of  your  citiatene  cannot  confide ;  a  small  navy, 
renderedless  by  Qaiural  decay,  and  eren  the  few 
ships  we  have,  not  in  a  state  lo  give  battle  ;  «ur 
Treasury  exhausted,  as  it  will  soon  be,  and  all 
the  ordinary  sources  of  commercial  supply  dried 
away;  and  they  will  hurt  jr  on  from  your  seaia, 
with  as  as  little  leraotse,  with  as  much  indiffet- 
cnce^as  a  mischievous  hoy  would  slight  so  many 
blind  and  trembling  kiiteos,  six  to  a  liitef,  into  a 
horse-pond.  Yes,  sir,  be  assured  that  war  is  the 
lermioBiiou  of  your  political  power,  ualess  you 
bave  prescieitce  to  prepat«  ao  effectual  force, 
worthy  of  this  nation,  worthy  of  either  adversary 
you  may  elect  to  engage.  But,  remember,  yoa 
must  rely  npoa  something  else  than  the  ^liry 
sutplasses  of  your  Treasury,  which,  ia  fact,  id  one 
year  will  not  exist  j  upon  something  else  ibas 

This  bill,  1  consider,  as  a  eonliauation  of  the 
same  deception  ■■  to  the  raottvej  as  that  which 
operated  in  the  passage  of  the  origioal  embargo 
law.  If  we  pass  it,  I  fear  we  shall  again  be  lO' 
atrumental  in  deceiving  iMs  people.  The  effeet 
of  this  bill,  whatever  may  be  its  avowed  design., 
is  calculated  tosoothethepeopk,  impatient  under 
Ihe  embargo,  until  the  spring  elections  are  passed, 
and  until  the  first  session  oT  the  3tate  Liegisia- 
tures  ere  finished.  By  a  new  session  of  Ihe  next 
Congress,  in  May,  ihe  people  are  to  be  led  to  hope 
that  next  May  will  bring  them  relief.  But  let 
the  embargo  be  kepi  on  until  May,  and  *s  the 
honorable  ({^"''oixi  from  North  Carolina  (Mr, 
Macok)  lold  you,  very  ingenuously,  it  will  then 
be  found  necessary  to  Keep  it  on  until  September; 
and  perhaps  for  another  year.  This  is  the  key- 
atone  of  the  whole  policy  of  this  bill,  as  I  appre- 
hend. If  it  be  yoar  real  intention  to  remove  this 
embargo  after  May,  why  do  you  not  adopt  a  pro- 
vision Btmilsr  to  that  propoied  the  other  day,  by 


the  gentleman  from  Conneclicat  (Mr.  Btdmibb) 
and  annex  it  to  thiibill?  Why  not  limit  the 
conttaUBOce  of  the  embargo  law,  until  next  June  1 
And  thereby  leave  the  new  Coogress free,  relative 
to  tbia  measore,  from  the  powerof  the  Executive. 
Give  the  people  B  pledge  thqi  the  embargo  ahall 
be  removed  at  a  limited  time.  At  least,  put  it 
into  the  power  of  your  successors,  by  refusing  to 
re-enact  the  law.  to  control  the  Executive's  will. 
Tbia  pledge  the  people  have  «  right  to  claim,  if 
it  be  your  real  purpose  to  abaudoa  the  measure 
after  May.  If,  however,  tbia  be  not  your  poliej, 
avow  your  inientioos.  Tell  the  people  at  oaee, 
that  it  is  a  power  of  coercion,  in  which  you  mesn 
to  persevere,  until  it  has  eSbcietl  its  ubjecU  Show 
them,  the  teasons  ott  Which  you  rely  that  it  wiH 
be  sucoesiful.  Perhaps  they  will  consent  lo  «a- 
dnrett.  Bat  with  the  present  slataof  things  lb«f 
canapt,  they  ought  not  tobesatln^ed.  -At  leutgat 
back,  by  limiting  the  present  law,  yoarcoamer- 
cial  power,  which  you  bave  absolutely  sornnidered 
to  the  President  and  twelve  men.  Permit  your 
Euceeaaors  lo  be  as  it>d<peiMlcnl  of  the  BxecQtiv«, 
in  cootinoing  this  system,  as  you  were  when  JDU 
consented  to  qdopt  it. 

Tl\e  only  consistent  advocates  of  the  embargo 
system  are  such  gentlecnen  as  those  from  North 
and  South  Cuolina,  (Measfs.  Macoit  and  D.  R. 
Williamb!)  and  they  are  opposed  to  thi«  bill. 
They  tell  yon 'that  this  is  an  effetloal  wesson 
Bgaiast  Oreat  Britain,  and  belietin^  this, Is  Ibey 
doj  ihey  say  truly  that  a  session  in  May  will 
evidence  timidity,  and  defeat  the  efiVct  of  the 
weapon..  You  ought  lo  take  one  or  the  other 
ground  decidedly.  Either  you  still 'confide  ia  ita 
efficacy,  or  you  b«^in  ttr  doubt  of  it.  If  the  for- 
mer, show  your  cDoSdedcejo  be  rational,  and 
leave  the  weapon  10  have  its  full  o[>enitiion,  not 
unnerved  by  the  hope  of  a  Mity  aesslon.  If  the 
latter,  either  repeal  il  instantly,  or  give  the  peo- 
ple aa  assurance  that  it  will  be  done  in  Hay.  The 
course  yon  are  pursuing  has  no  other  tendenef 
ihan^D  excite  saspicioas,  to  agitate  and  eaibar- 

I  ask  gCBileiDen  to  consider  what  will  be  theii 
situation  ia  May.  Will  you  be  in  a  better  ean- 
diiioD  logo  to  war  then, than  you  are  now  1  No. 
You  will  be  in  a  worse.  Yon  will  be  more  «n- 
barrassed — you  will  have  less  revenue.  You  wiU 
have  more  discontent.  Ybtir  efficient  force  wiU 
not  be  materially  greater.  Will  you  have  more 
encouragement  then  to  strike  at  the  Canadastban 
exists  at  present;  and  what  other  point  of  attack 
bave  you  on  Qreat  Britain  1  Will  you  be  a  whit 
more  inclined  in  May  or  June  lo  remove  the  em- 
bargo than  you  are  at  thismomeotl  No.  ItwiH 
be  stepping  back  then  just  as  it  is  now.  TJkal 
dreadful  thought  will  be,  1  fear,  euffideut  to  in- 
duce ihea  as  oofr  adherence  to  the  measure  sii 
month*  longer.  And,  after  ahnndance  of  w*r 
speeches,  Congress  will  rise  and  leave  that  mea- 
sure betidiog  down  the  people  until  oezt  De- 
cember. 

Sir,  theee  are  the  general  reasons  which  I  haTC 
to  urgeaftainst  the  adoption  of  ihishill.  In  whti 
IhnveMid  ray  oitly  view  hn  beet)  toesbibido 
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this  House  and  naiion  (he  real  molives  nliich. 
I  ajiprpheDd,  cauwd  ihc  origioal  imposiiinn  itf  ihe 
embarico,  and  which  riill  operate  in  suppori  of 
this  bit).  I  do  not  believe  thai  ii  is  The  inteniioD 
of  a  mnjorily  of  this  House,  al  present,  !□  con- 
tinae  ihisi  system  after  May.  But  I  do  beliete 
that  it  is  the  iuieoiion  of  Admini^irarioD.  My 
design  has  beeo  to  recall  the  reculleclioa  of  gen- 
tlemeo  to  the  dJSerence  betw^etrihe  argaroents 
Qow  urged  for  ils  contiu nance;  aad  the  official 
reasonnai  first  giveo  foritsadopiioit.  And  I  would 
varu  Ihein  that  if  ihey  meaa  to  gaiu  credit  with 
the  people  foe  the  intention  af  repealiDK  the  em- 
bargo in  May,  they  will  Dot  obtain  it,  if  tney  leave 
the  Deit  CoDgressBi  the  mercy  of  the  Executive, 
by  risini;  without  affixing  aoioe  lirnilatiou  lo  it. 
Mr.  Bfpes  said  that  he  had  do  hope,  at  this 
]ate  iMur  of  the  day,  after  the  House  had  been  to 
long  amused  with  an  eloquent  aralit>D,BbouDd)iig 
with  tropes,  figures,  BDd  well  turned  periods,  that 
he  could  offer  anything  calculated  to  interest  or 
amuse  them.  I  cannot,  however,  sdid  he,  suppress 
iheseniimeni  I  feel  at  hearingageailcman.in  the 
preseulsiiuattan  of  his  country,  attempt  to  place  in 
a  degraded  point  of  view  the  jesources  of  the  na- 
tion, and  level  exclusively  al  the  AdmioislratioQ  of 
his  own  Gorernioent,  that  asperity  which  ought 
to  be  coofiaed  lo  the  belligerent  nations.  1^  a 
roan  who  knew  ooihiag  of  the  foreign  relation!)  of 
this  country,  it  would  appear,  from  the  speech  of 
the  geaTleman  ^m  Msssachuselts,  that  peace, 
prosperity,  aniTevery  other  ble^ing,  would  aittnd 
the  remoiral  of  the  embargo.  No  person,  from  his 
speech,  could  suppose  that  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  ibis  nation  was  in  danger  from 
the  atrocious  and  unprincipled couduc to? foreign 
nation*.  The  embargo'  is  the  cause  of  all  our 
difficulties!  Nothing  butaremoval  of  the  em- 
bargo is  necessary  to  re-establish  the  unrivalled 
prosperity  of  the  aatioa  I  This  measure  is  reprc' 
tented  as  having  originated  in  political  deception  ; 
as  having  been  supported  on  grounds  not  only 
rilraordinary  but  unprincipled.  Even  the  pres- 
ent bill  is  represented  as  a  new  species  Of  politi- 
cal deceptioD,  intended  to  deceive  and,  tnislead 
the  people.  The  speech  of  the  genileman  him- 
self is  nothing  more  (ban  political  delusion  ;  an 
old  story  dressed  up  in  ■  new  garb,  and  ushered 
iaio  the  world  atr  the  present  moment,  iot  the 

Rnrpose  of  meeiing  the  present  uate  of  things  in 
[assachnsetts.  It  is  intended  to  produce  an  e^eci 
on  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  on  the  ap- 
proaching elections.  The  xneech  is  certainly  not 
idiiade  on  the  bill  before  the  House.  It  can  have  lo 
object  but  lo  increase  the  irritailoo  already  pro- 
duced in  that  portion  of  the  Union  by  misrepresen- 
tations. The  geatleoian  ha*  said,  lam  sick  to 
loathing,  at  hearing  the  constant  cry  of  war,  war, 
war.  I,  said  Mr.  £.  am  sick  to  loathing,  at  bearing 
Ihe  constant  cry  of  embargo,  embargo,  embarnj. 
I  am  sick  to  loathing,  when  I  Snd  a  representative 
oflhis  nation  callous  to  the  wrongs  of  his  country; 
wben  1  heai*  him  hoidiug  out  to  foreign  nations 
the  idea  that  we  cannot  be  drlvea.into  war;  that 
we  are  incapable  of  making  it.  What  has  the 
gentleman  lold  yon  T  yon  cannot  carry  the  nation 


into  war;  you  have  neither  resources  nor  men; 
will  this  country  reaOrt  to  direct  taxes  or  loans'! 
Will  the  pany  that  came  into  power  by  opposing 
direct  taxes  and  loans,  resort  to  ihem?  They 
cannot ;  whenever  they'do  ibey  must  go  out.  It 
was  neither  direct  taxes  or  loans,  which  lost  lo 
the  Federal  party  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
The  prodigal  expenditure  of  public  money,  which 
produced  the  necessiiv  of  taxes  and  loans,  de- 
prived them  of  the  public  confidence.  The  Re- 
publican piarly  came  in  as  the  friends  of  a  propet 
and  a  niggardly  system  of  economy;  on  the 
ground  ofaitachment  to  the  rights  of  the  naiion 
indiTidually.and  collectively  ;  neither  the  people 
or  Ihe  party  will  shrink  from  that  species  of  ex- 
pense which  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  inde- 
pendence and  rights  of  the  nation.    That  species 


lion,  I  U 

by  the  whole  of  the  Republican  party. '  By  a  Ju- 
dicious management  of  our  fui^ds  we  have  ac- 
quired credit,  that  is  equal  to  our  wants;  we 
call  command  without  difficulty  and  without 
taxes,  whatever  auia  may  be  necessary  to  assert 
and  maintain  our  rights;  when  the  period  of 
difi^culty  shall  have  passed,  it  can  be  discharged 
honestly,  as  our  debts  heretofore  contracted  have 
been,  without  new  taxes  or  burdens  on  the  peo- 
ple. We  possess  a  credit  superior  lo  that  of  any 
other  nation,and  we  deserve  It.  Thegeotleman, 
in  speaJiing  df  bis  political  opponertis,  h^s  said, 
by  their  deeds  shall  yoa  know  them.  Apply 
(his  principle  to  the  ground  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man. Will  you,  says  he,  with  170  gunboalsfighl 
Great  Britain  7  Will  you  marijh  into  Canada 
and  take  possession  of  her  territories?  They  have 
it  in  their  power  to  pnnish  your  Tashnesi;  they 
will  destroy  yonr  seaport  towns.  This  i^  the  lan- 
guage of  an-American  Representative,  when  this 
nation  is  assailed  by  foreign  danger ;  make  war, 
and  punishiAeni  awaits  you  ;  you  have  no  army  ; 
no  eflective  militia;  no  resources;  you  mean 
not  10  assert  the  rightsof  the  nation;  your  object 
is  political  deception.  These  observations  are 
not  less  extraordinary  than  the  ground  on  which 
the  gentleman  altempts  to  convince  the  people, 
thai  we  hare  no  intention  to  maintain  their  rights 
by  any  course  but  the  embargo.  The  army,  be 
has  told  you,  has  been  officered  exclusively  by 

Eersons  of  a  particular  political  seiktiment.  This 
e  considers  as  a  proof  that  the  army  is  not  ini 
tended  tohghifitreign  nations;  he  has  understood 
from  authority,  which  he  cannot  doubt,  that  no 
Federalist  was  to  be  appointed  to  the  netv  army ; 
that  this  was  a  correct  principle,  I  have  no  doubt. 
The  old  army  is  almost  exclusively  officered  by 
Federalists;  the  appoinlmeni  of  Republicans  ex- 
rlusivelf  lo  the  new  one,  will  still  leave  lo  the 
Federalistsmoreihan  their  relative  share  of  these 
appointments.  Even  if  lhii<  was  not  the  case,  1 
should  consider  the  principle  correct.  I  have 
never -on  this  subject  oisgnised  my  «entiments;  I 
ever  have  been,  and  I  eter  will  be,  opposed  to 
the  appointment  of  Federalists. 
Bui,  air,  the  gentleman  has  toM  us  you  hnva 
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Dol  erea  spirit  enough  to  fit  oul  and  send  ta  wa 
your  navy,  reJuced  as  it  is.  Does  ihe^enlleman 
meaa  to  rest  the  riglits  of  tlie  oalioD  on  the  frig' 
ales  and  pubiic  armed  vessels?  Doeii  be  expect 
tbat,  wiib  our  naval  force,  our  rights  can  be 
maintained  on  the  ocean  against  Qreat  Brilaio  1 
I  should  despair,  indeed,  if,  on  this  element  alone, 
Great  Britain  was  to  be  assailed,  and  Willi  this 
force.  Her  commerce,  in  the  event  of  war,  must 
be  assailed  by  employing  our  commercial  capital 
in  privateering.  We  ate  capable  of  assailing  her 
in  this  way  in  every  place  where  her  canvass 
floats.  It  will  afford  an  honorable  aod  profitable 
occupatioa  to  ourseatneu  ;  it  will  be  a  field  to  ez- 
erciae  their  courage,  enterprise,  aod  patriotism. 
It  is  in  our  power,  if  war  shall  be  resorted  to,  to 

ofl"  this  resource  for  the  supply  of  her  islands  ;  to 
increase  the  diaiauce  between  us,  and  destroy  the 
preleil  for  het  armed  vessels  hovering  on  our 
coasts  i  to  prevent,  in  future,  (he  disgrace  of  being 
insulted  in  our  ports ;  uf  having  her  officers  en- 
joying hoEpitality  in  our  ports  at  nighl,  and  gain^ 
out  the  next  morning  to  rob  and  murder  our  clli-' 
zetis.  We  can  <ake  possession  of  her  territories 
here,  and.  if  future  events  shall  justify  that  course, 
we  can  take  possession  of  the  Floridas  also,  and 
prevent  the  danger  of  futare  collision  wilhforeigti 
nations.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has 
brought  into  this  discussion  what  he  calls  (he 
reasons  for  laying  the  embargo,  and  bas  atlempt- 
ed  (0  show  tliBI  the  real  grounds  of  the  measure 
have  not  been  avowed  By  (he  Administration. 
He  draws  this  conclusion  from  the  arguments 
used  on  Ibis  floor  in  .support  of  ibe  measure.  1. 
That  It  would  preserve  our  commercial  capital. 
2.  That  it  would  prevent  immediate  war.  3. 
That  it  would  coerce  Qreat  Britain.  4.  That  it 
would  have  a  good  effect  on  Mr.  Ro^e'd  oegolia- 
liun.  5.  That  Bonaparte  was  asserting  (be  mar- 
itime rights  of  tbe  world,  and  that  it  would  go 
in  aid  of  (hat  assertion.  That  the  embargo  did 
preserve  from  ruin  our  commercial  capiial,  aod 
that  it  did  prevent  war,  are  facis  admitted  by  all 
unprejudiced  men;  that  it  produced  ereal  sensi- 
bility and  alarm  on  the  part  of  the  British  Minis- 
try, we  know.  The  inducement  held  oul  lo  our 
eiiizena  to  violaie  tbelawsof  their  country  proves 
it.  When  did  (he  Bri(ish  Ministry  lose  thissen- 
■ibilit;^?  When  it  was  discovered  that,  by  means 
of  their  agents  and  subjects  here,  the  law  could 
be  evaded.  As  to  the  operaiion  of  the  embarffo 
on  the  negoiiatioD  of  Mr.  Rose,  this  is  entirely 
sew  to  me.  It  is  the  first  time  1  have  ever  heard 
this  assigned  as  one  of  tbe  grounds  on  which  it 
was  supported.  As  lo  the  mission  of  Mr.  Rose, 
il  was  a  mere  political  juggle. on  the  part  of  the 
British  Miaisiry.  It  was  intended  to  palsy  the 
feeling  of  the  nation  as  lo  (he  outrage  on  the 
Chesapeake;  il  produced  that  effect..  The  fiAh 
ground,  as  to  Bonaparte,  I  understand  the  gen- 
lleman  from  Massacbusells  to  have  withdrawn. 
If  the  gentleman  has  wiibdrawa  it,  I  will  forbear 
toremitrk  on  it. 

Mr.  Q,niNcT  explained,  and  aaid  be  withdrew  il. 

Ur.  Eppeb  contioued.— I  am  really  glad  the 


Eentleman  has  done  so.  1  should,  indeed,  have 
een  sorry  thai  any  gentleman,  who  bas  a  repu- 
tation to  support,  should  have  urged  in  a  new 
form  a  charge  so  ofteu  refuted. 

Mr.  Q,DiNCY  did  not  know  tbat  il  had  been 
refuted. 

Mr.  Efpeb  called  him  to  order,  and  proceeded. 
From  the  grounds  takeo,  as  (be  eenileman  from 
Massachusetts  informs  us,  in  deoac^  on  the  em- 
bargo, he  infers  that  (he  Administration,  in  recoin- 
mendiog  the  embargo  as  a  precauiionary  measure, 
practised  political  deception.  That  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  Administration,  first  as  a  measure 
of  coercion  eicluffvely  on  Great  Britain  second- 
ly to  keep  it  on  at  all  -hazards,  and  ibirdly,  to  do 
nothing  else.  Tha  gentleman  tells  us  this  meas- 
ure was  represented  lo  the  British  Government  as 
a  precautionary  measure  only  ;  tbat  if  it  had  been 
presented  as  a  measure  of  coercion,  n^otiaiion 
would  have  been  at  an  end.  How  does  it  happen 
(hat  negotiation  has  totally  failed  notwiihsiand- 
iiig  the  measure  was  presented  to  the  view  of  the 
British  Guternmentas  a  precautionary  measure 
only?  Did  the  British  Ministry  possess  inforina- 
lion  in  which  they  had  more  confidence,  tending 
to  prove  that  ibis  representation  of  the  measure 
was  only  political  deception  7  As  to  the  second 
and  third  points,  that  the  Administration  was  to 
adhere  to  ihe  embargo  at  all  hazards,  and  to  do 
nothing  else,  it  is  a  mere  naked  asserlionj  totally 
unsupported  by  the  course  which  has  been  adopt- 
ed. For  what  purpose  did  we,  during  the  last 
session,  raise  troops)  Why  have  we  doubled  our 
seamen  and  marines  T  Why  have  we  made  large 
appropriations  for  (brtificalions?  For  whatput- 
pose  are  we  about  to  raise  more  troopsl  The 
gentleman  says,  to  enforce  (he  embaigo  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  All  this  preparaliOD  is  de- 
signed only  fur  enforcing  ibe  embargo.  Really, 
I  have  too  much  respect  for  the  understanding  of 
the  gentleman  to  believe  that  (his  is  seriously  hia 
opinion.  The  genileman  has  told  us  that  those 
who  talk  most  about  fighiin^  are  least  disposed 
for  war.  What  are  we  to  think  of  those  who,  in 
the  present  silnation  ol  their  country,  can  find  no 
theme  on  which  to  exercise  their  eloquence  but 
Ihe  embargo'?  I  cannot  believe  such  men  very 
zealous  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their  conniry. 
Why  does  not  the  gentleman  come  forward  and 

t've  us  an  ezposilion  of  the  decrees  and  o.-'dersl 
e(  bim  do  this  and  give  the  people  an  opportu- 
nity of  deciding  whether  tbe  decrees  and  order^ 
or  political  deception  and  the  embargo,  produced 
out  present  distress  and  diflicullies.  What  ia 
the  practical  operation  of  these  decrees  and  or- 
ders 1  A  planter  in  Virginia  wishes  to  s«Dd  to- 
bacco to  the  continent  ot  Europe^  what  must  ha 
do?  Send  it  firs[  (o  a  British  por(,  pay  a  (ax, 
and  obtain  a  permission  from  His  Majesty  to  ship 
his  own  produce.  Suppose  an  inhabitant  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  wishes  to  send  fish  lo 
Spain,  or  to  any  other  part  of  tbe  continent  of 
Europe?  Why  he  must  first  go  lo  a  British  port 
ask  permission  of  His  Majesty  and  pay  for  the 
permission.  Will  any  genileman  venture  to  deaf 
ihai  ibia  ii  the  praclical  operation  of  the  Ofdera 
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ia  CoDDcil?  Will  ihe  genlleiiiaii  from  Mrsm- 
choMlli  tell  lb«  people  of  this  country  tbey'  cmn- 
Dot,  must  not  fight  Tor  this.;  that  (he^  have  no 
mources?  Tlie  geDtlemaa  from  MassachuteUi 
could  not  naintftia  tliii  grauod  before  the  people 
JB  any  portion  of  this  country.  The  rankest  Tory 
in  oar  country  would  blush  to  take  inch  ground. 
He  would  be  scouted  by  hooest^niea. 

Mr.  E.  concluded  with  saying,  thai  the  general 
scope  of  Ihe  argument  of  the  gentleman  went  to 
show  that  the  emtwrgo  was  to  be  K  permanent 
measure.  Conicionsihat  snch  a  riew  was  en- 
tirely err[>neons,calcalaI«d  lodeceircand  mislead 
the  people,  he  had  obe>yed  the  impulse  of  his  feel 
togs,  and  confined  his  obserraiiona  to  the  speech 
of  tbe  gentleman  instead  of  discussing  the  bill 
before  the  Uoust. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jacsbon,  after  a  few  words  in  explan- 
ation to  Mr.  D.  ft.  Williams  on  the  subject  of  an 
exiraordiaary  mission,  said  Ibe  gentlemaa  'had 
urged  that  such  a  measure  (an  extraordinary 
mission)  would  give  a  refuiatioo  to  the  calumny 
now  ciToulaiiog  that  the  Adminisirailon  was'ooi 
ardently  desirous  of  peace.  Hiis  it  not  been 
denied-,  said  Mr.  J.,  notwiihstanding  the  official 
documents  to  the  contrary,  ibat  no  proposition  to 
suspend  the  embargo  has  been  officially  made  to 
Qreat  Britain  1  When  men  have  tbe  hardihood 
lo  say  these  things,  is  il  itol  in  -rain  to  ailempt  to 
induce  them  to  believe  anything?  If  t)ne  arose 
from  the  dead,  ihey  woald  not  betters.  A  itronger 
illuairatioo  of  ibis  appears  in  the  conduct  of  ibe 
member  from  MBssacQusett»(Mr.  QuiHorj)  and 
in  passing  from  the  gecHeman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, to  whose  patriotism  and  honorable  lease  of 
what  i*  due  to  his  country,  I  cannoi  but  tetiify 
my  reepect,  it  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  turn 
lo  another  quarter,  which,  in  erery  point  of  view, 
presentsihe  direct  rererse  of  his  coaracter.  The 
gentleman  from  Masnohuietls  (Mr.  ^uinct)  sat 
out  by  declaring  that  the  object  of  Congress  was 
to  continue  tbe  embargo,  aod  lo'  induce  the  peo- 
ple to  bear  with  it,  under  a  belief  ihat  measure) 
would  be  adopted  which  the  House  bad  not  in 
coDiemplation.  Are  we  to  infer  from  tbe  gen- 
ilenuin's  speech,  sir,  that  he  feels  great  hostility 
to  the  adopiion  of  any  measure  which  shalldimin- 
ish  Ihe  public  sensibility  7  If  any  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  his  language,  it  is  irresistible  Ibat 
he  would  be  mortified  if  any  measifre  should  be 
adopted  which  would  allay  the  fermentation 
which  such  speeches  and  such  men  have  pro- 
duced. The  gentleman  says  a  great  crisis  is 
about  to  take  place,  and  by.  dceeiTing  tbe  people, 
by  passing  this  bill,  it  is  intended  to  prerent  it. 
What  does  ihis  crisis  mean,  sirt  Hosliliiy  to 
the  laws.  Haye  we  not- heard  from  gentlemen 
(Mr.  Llotd  it  is  supposed)  liTing  in  the  qoarter 
irom  which  tbe  memoer  cornea,  that  tbe  fermen- 
tttioiM  will  be  manifeaied  there  first  by  the  pub- 
lic meetings,  next  by  resolutions  of  the  State 
LagisUlnre,  and  lastly  by  taking  some  undefined 
course  lo  resist  the  laws?  AnaisaTertiog'Such 
•  crisis  as  this  the  effect  which  the  gentleman  so 
much  deprecates  1  Is  it  because  it  haa  a  tendeoe; 
to  a*ert  such  calamitias,  that  he  ia  agaiaat  iti 
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Would  he  be  delighted  with  all  tbe  horrors  which 
disanioo  andj^iTiTwtr  can  produce?  If  we  are 
to'  infer  anyEbine  from  the  obserralions  of  the 
gentleman,  it  is  that  Fuch  a  state  of  things  would 
be  must  pleBsing  to  him.  He  says  this  House  has 
acted  under  a.  deception  as  to  tbe  motives  with 
which  theembargo  was  laid.  This  is,  to  say  tbe 
least  op  it,  ool  very  courtly  languagej  and  if  I 
animadreri  on  it  io  a  style  which  may  not  be 
pleasing  to  the  genllemao,  he  must  charge  it  to 
bimselh'  Does  he  mean  to  convey  an  idea  that 
the  members  of  this  House  are  the  dupes  of  £s- 
ecutiTe  or  any  other  influence?  That  they  are 
lo  be  gulled  by  miaioterpreiatioDs  of  the  Execu- 
tive Tiewsl  The  impuiatiqo  is  unwortliy  of  the 
gentleman.  He  may  be  the  Tictim  of  the  preja- 
dices  and  views  of  bis  own  party,  though  I  sliould 
least  suspect  him  of  being  duped  by  them,  who 
appears  to  be  one  oftbeir  leaders.  I  trust  that 
this  House  will  always  act  according  to  its  own 
sense  of  propriety ;  and  I  know  it  is  wiihoui  rea- 
son that. the  insinuation  is  made  that  we  wish  to 
deceive  the.  people.  It  is  the  gentleman  and  bis 
friends  that  deceive,  them.  Has  anything  been 
concealed  from  the  people?  Have  we  not  always 
explicitly  declared  what  our  views  and  intentions 
were?  The  wKoleieoocoftbeaotlduet  of  this  Ad- 
mioislrBlionpronouaees  emphatically  the  charac- 
ter  of  falsehood  on  the  assertion.  This  political 
deception,  which  the  genileman  imagines  we 
have. acted  under,  only  exists  in  the  heated  im- 
agination of  an  infuriated  partisat),  disposed  to 

orifice  everything  lo  attain  his  object. 

The  ostensible  motives  for  laying  the  embargo 

ere  the  teal  ones;  there  was  never  any. incon- 
sistency between  the  teal  aitd  alleged  motives. 
And  I  will  here  observe,  that  I  make  a  wide  dis- 

ion  between  the  motives  which  lead  to  the 

adoption  of  a  measure,  and  those  which  require 
ts  continuance.  They  were  purely  precaaiion- 
iry  in  the  first  instance.  The  rea,sons  avowed 
by  its  friends  for  the  passage  Of  the  embargo,  ori- 
ginally, he  asserts,  were  to  preserve  our  seamen 

td  .vessels — to  ftiKhieo  Mr.  Rose— to  compel 
.  reat  Britain  lo  yield  la  Ihe  coalesced  Powere— 
ID  joio  the  coalition  against  Biigland-~lo  do  some- 
thing, not  knowing  what— whilst  it  seems  that 
others,  though  but  few,  might  have  calculated  upon 
its  effect  on  France.  And,  opon  this  ground,  tbe 
gentlemen  charges  the  Administration  with  du- 
plicity. Look  ai  ihe  facts  assumed  by  him,  and  tee 
whether  they  exist  in  reality,  or,  if  ther  do,  whe- 
ther they  warrant  the  inferences  drawn  Irom  them. 
One  ground,  he  says,  wai  to  pre«erve  our  seamen 
and  vessels.  This  is  nndoubtedly  correct.  Ano- 
ther ground,  he  asserts,  was  to  frighten  Mr.  Rose. 
Was  that  a  moving  conaideraiioo  1  Certainly 
sir.  I  will  not  credit  il,  unless  I  hear  it  from 
irce  more  eniitled  to  credit.  Every  man  must 
1,  that  ever  heard  anything  of  British  diplo- 
macy, that  ibeir  Mioisiers,  when  they  leave  hoine, 
come  bandcufled,  manacled,  and  tongue-tied  wiln 
instructions,  which  they  eanaot  shane  conforma- 
bly to  posterior  circnmstaocefc  In  illustration  of 
-'  a,  I  recollect  an  anecdote  of  a  British  Minister 
Paris,  who,  beiiv  asked  to  go  to  the  theatre, 
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declined  the  iDviiatioD,  allfging  ihe  necessity  of 
waiting  unlil  he  could  dispatch  a  courier  to  Lon- 
don 10  obtain  le&ve  from  hia  Qoveromeni.  No 
one  enleriaioed  so  futile  an  idea,  as  that  Mr.  Rose 
would  be  rriehlened  wirh  the  embarEo.  That 
ground,  therefore,  is  incorrect. 

Another  motive  assigned,  the  gentlemaD  Mfs, 
was,  that  it  would  compel  Great  Britain  to  yield. 
'  Borne  genllemen  have  taken  the  ground,  sir,  (and 
I  believe  it  to  be  correct,)  that  Great  Britain  will 
be  materially  operated  on  by  wiihdraving  from 
her  the  BUppIies  neeesiiary  for  hersubBislence.aDd 
the  raw  materials  indisnensable  to  her  manufac- 
tories. Bui.  because  this  calculation  has  entered 
into  iheBT^uments  for  ihe  continuance  of  the  em- 
bargo, is  it  to  be  asserted  that  itwas  a  prioeipaLmo- 
tiTe  for  the  original  imposition  df  that  meaturel 
The  members  who  voted  for  the  embargo  aaw 
that  our  property  and  resources  were  involved  in 
ineiricvable  ruin,  unless  ibey  were  snatched  rrnm 
the  danger.  It  is  the  course  of  wisdom  to  observe 
precaution  ;  aod,  in  doing  so,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  inquire  into  the  latent  consequences,  but  merely 
into  the  immediate  effects,  of  the  measure.  And 
they  were  not  to  be  deterred  from  it  by  an  idea 
that  it  might  affect  the  nations  which  had  com- 
pelled us  10  adopt  it. 

Another  object  of  this  measure,  be  allege):,  was 
to  coalesce  with  France  in  resisting  the  British 
Orders  in  Council.  How  does  this  comport  wilh 
the  asserrion  that  we  did  not  know  of  the  orders 
when  the  embargo  was  laid?  The  two  asser- 
tions are  at  variance;  they  will  not  hold  together  j 
they  are  not  consistent  with  each  other,  and  nei- 
ther of  them  is  consistent  with  truch;  because  (he 
existence  of  the  orders  was  so  well  known  that 
the  sobsianceof  them  whs  given  in  s  paper  in  this 
city  (the  Natiooal  Intelligencer)  on  ihe  18lh  of 
December,  expounding  the  inreniion  of  them  more 
effectually  than  any  man  could  do  from  their  con- 
teat  ;  for,  as  Mr.  Baring  said,  on  the  floor  of  (he 
Houseof  Commons,  "For  a  guinea,  any  English 
laVjerwould  give  opposite  opinions  on  iis  clauses, 
BO  capable  were  ihey  of  miscooalruclion."  The 
iraputaiioB,  as  a  motive  for  the  embargo,  of  an 
intention  to  join  the  r^alitioo  against  Prance,  is  a 
most  dastardly  adacic  on  the  majoriiy,  and  on  the 
Administration.  Tbey  do  not  bold  a  language 
offieiaI,and  a  language  cobdileniiai.  This  nation 
would  not  have  so  long  been  blind  (o  it,  had  such 
a  time-serving  policy  guided  its  actions.  We  have 
too  much  reliance  on  (he  good  sense  of  the  peD~ 
pie  to  support  ourselves  on  imposture — on  a  fla- 
gitious dereticlioQ  of  principle.  If  we  were  lo 
unite  with  Fraoce  or  any  olb^r  nation,  it  would, 
I  hope,  be  done  in  the  face  of  the  world.  Were 
it  to  be  atiempied  clandestinely,  I  should  be  the 
last  to  follow  in  the  wake. 

How  have  subsequent  events  justified  this 
charge?  Whv,  sir,  a  proroaition  was  made  to 
EagFand  lo  talte  sides  wilh  her  against  Fi 


relalio 


,.if  sh( 


would  repeal  her  Urders  in  Council,  so  far  as  they 
affected  us.  And  what  would  be  the  direct  result 
of  such  a  Titeaaure  if  France  persisted  in  her  de- 
GiceaT    Hottilitiea  agalnii  France  and  allianea 


with  Great  Brilain— allowing  the  latter  aU  the 
benefitof  our  trade,  and  cutting  off  all  commnni- 
cation  with  her  enemy.  The  idea  does  vot  com- 
port with  the  fact;  and  no  man  who  will  fift 
bis  judgment  tima  (o  operate  on  his  passLpai 
will  dare  to  hazard  such  an  assertion. 

But  there  were  others,  the  g eademan  says,  who 
wished  to  do  8ome(hiog  and  did  not  know  what, 
and  therefore  voted  for  the  embargo.  Is  ihit 
amongst  the  charges  broushl  forward  to  prove 
thai  a  languase  official  ana  a  langoage  confideo- 
lial  has  been  held  by  ibe  Admjnisliation  1  This 
class  pf  men  cannoi  be  aiding  in  the  deception 
the  gentleman  speaks  of;  for  men  too  ignorant  to 
understand,  muat  be  too  weak  to  be  traaled  with 
Ihe  dcHigna  of  those  who  wish  to  use  them.  Is 
ihe  Executive  responsible  for  the  motives  of 
every  man  on  (his  floor,  who  chanced  to  vote  in 
conformity  wilh  his  recommendaiioo  t  Tbesup- 
posiiion  is  derogatory  (of  the  character  of  the 
people,  and  the  expression  of  it  is  an  intolerable 
itibuli.  We  act  from  our  own  impulse  alone,  sir; 
and  there  cannoi  be  a  stronger  illustration  of  this 
lact  than  the  vote  ihe  other  day  on  the  subject  of 
the  Navy,  when  the  House  is  so  equally  divided; 
aod  the  gentleman's  political  friends  divided  too 
on  ibequeaiion  in  the  first  instance;  however,  af- 
ter ibey  had  permitied  their  passions  to  cool.ina 
day  or  two,  they  wheeled  about- and  advocated 
the  bill.  I  voted  throughout  on  (be  sameside.  al- 
though 1  almost  distrusted  my  judgmeoifroDi  Cod- 
ing myself  in  such  bad  cotii|>any.  The  voles 
on  this  bill,  1  say,  prove  (he  fuiiliiy  of  the  idea 
that  the  Eiecutive  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
the  majuriiy  or  their  argomentt. 

1  have  now  very  cursorily  noticed  the  gentle- 
man's proofa  in  support  of  Ois  charges.  IT  fully 
Bxaoiiaed,  they  would  prove  to  be  tot  etjmterta 
nihil. 

He  also  says  that  it  Wasiletermined  by  the  Ad- 
mioistraiiou  to  keep  on  the  embargo,  and  lo  do 
nothing  else  effectual.  Sir,  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment prove  ihat  it  was  resol^M  to  take 
grounds  which  would  enable  itto  resist  the  at- 
tacks which  might  be  made  on  us.  A  milliun  of 
dollars  was  apj)roprJBled  for  fortifications  a 


last  seBsiaD,a  much  li 


a  than  was  ever  ap- 


propriated at  any  one  time  before ;  ia  nddiiioo  ii 
this,  appropriations  for  gunboats,  men.  ^..  wne 
made.  How  is  the  a^sertion  that  this  embargo 
was  intended  to  be  permanent,  juaiiffrdi  If  thii 
bad  been  the  design  of  ibe  Administration,  wonld 
not  the  instiuctioa*  given  to  our  Mioistera  imme- 
diately after  the  adjournment  of  Congress  have 
been  of  a  very  different  ualure  ?  Four  days  only 
Dad  elapsed  after  the  adjoornment,  before  ihe 
President  manifesled  a  prompt  hUpdIiod  to  the 
subject,  aod  a  delerminaiion  to  avail  himself  of 
theauiborily  vested  in  him  by  law.  Arc  we  to 
be  lold  after  this,  sir,  that  ihe  emharito  was  in- 
tended lobe  a  permanent  measure?  That  i(  was 
(u  be  continued  as  a  means  of  coercion,  and  of 
coercion  only  1  No,  sir;  for  this  proposiiioo.ihe 
rejection  of^wbich  stamjis  on  the  Bri(ish  Oor- 
ernment  the  crime  of  insinceriiy,  was  made  im- 
mediately after  Congresa  rose.    Me«d  I  read  ihe 
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s  and  the  formal  offer  made  io  'Cowe- 
quence  of  ihemi  Kver^  one  baa  aeea  boih. 
Aad  I  will  again  tell  ihe  geaileraan  from  SouUi 
Carolina  (Mr.  D.  R..  Williams)  tbat  he  canooi 
expect  10  coaTiQce  ihe  luiegvided  people  of  tbis 
counlrf,  who  are  worked  upon  by  parlissns,  after 
an  atieinpi  hae  been  made  in  tbe  t»ew  of  ihe  docn- 
mentslo  prove  tbatiiwiaao  iaofficial  propoaiiion 
made  by  our  MJaiaier  id  LuadoQ,  and  which  the 
British  Qorernment  did  not  accept  of,  beeaoM  it 
mighi  implicate  ibe  Minister  with  his  Gurero- 
ment,  for  doing  an  am  which  he  was  not  author- 
ized to  do. 

Mr.  J.  O.JacKSoM  beregiring  way  for  the  par- 
pose,  a  mouou  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 

«  

FainaT,  Janaarf  SO. 
BXTHA  SBSSIOIf. 

TfaftHouseresumed  Ihe  consideration  of  t  be  biU 
to  alter  the  time  for  (he  nexi  meeting  of  Congrest  -. 
WhereDpoD,  the  motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr- 
DiiTiii  R.  Williams,  to  aitiend  (he  bill  by  itrik- 
iog  out  the  words  *'  fourth  Mondav  of  May," 
which  was  depeKdiog  a  (the  time  of  adjournmen[, 
was  renewed. 

Mr.  J.  O.  JaaitHOit  resumed  bb  obBerniion*. 
After  discussing  ihe  eircamsiancei  urged  by  (he 
gentleman  as  teodiag  to  prove  thai  the  Adniinis- 
tralion  has  b^o  guiuy  of  inconsistency,  which  1 
noticed  yesterday,  lod  which  1  irmi  it  was  un- 
necessary for  me  (o  hare  noticed,  becauae  the 
acU  of  the  Executive  stamp  on  the  assertion  its 
proper  character,  the  geotleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  that  he  collected  bin  klea  that  the 
osleoBible  were  not  the  real  causes  of  (be  embar- 
go, from  the  dilTereace  of  ihc  language  held  here 
aod  in  Great  BriiaiiTj  where  it  was  required  that 
it  should  not  be  couudercd.  as  i  measure  of  hoa- 
lility  ;  that  such  a  threat  as  we  now  atter  wtnild 
be  laying  a  naked  sword  upon  (he  table  when 
making  our  propotiiion,  aod  woold  hare  been  re- 
jecled  with  disdain,  had  not  duplicity  charaaier- 
ized  ibe  conduct  of  tbe  Qot  era  meat  towards  that 
nation.  It  aerer  has  been  supported  on  this 
floor  as  a  hostile  measure,  but  as  a  precautionary 
and  coercive  one;  and  aanaotthegeDileman  dis- 
tinguish between  boitilliy  and  coereiooT  Was 
Ihe  tton -immortal ion  law.  considered  as  a  hostile 
Kcti  No,  (ir;  yet  it  was  enacted  as  a  eoereire 
01  Teatriciive  measure.  But  no  man,  except  one 
whose  imagioaCiai  has  misled  his  juijgmeol,  can 
conceive  thai  the  embargo  was  a  bosiile  act.  It 
-was  uevM  supported  ai  one,  and  on  that  ground, 
if  OD  no  otbtc,  the  gentleman's  premijies  are  up- 
rooled,  and  his  whole  fuperstructure  overturned. 
Acne  the  gentleman  says  the  laagiuge  is  different. 
I  have  shown  that  the  language  is  not  different. 
Bat  if  it  were,  it  would  prove  that  there  was  no 
preconcert  in  tbe  thing, aod  would  falsify  one  of 
ibe  gentleman's  charges,  rii;  that  there  was  t 
design  to  foist  this  -measure  upOQ  (he  public,  un- 
der auspices  different  from  those  avowed.  Tht 
embargo  may  be  cooiinued  for  one  aause,  though 
it  was  not  laid  for  (bat  cause}  aod  because  soma 
gnntlemenjay  that  it  will  harea  coercive  ^ect, 


does  it  follow  that  it  was  laid  for  that  purpose 
alooel  Certainly  not;  its  adaption  may  be  for 
cine  motive,  aud  its  continuance  fur  another,  and 
yetgenilemeo  ad vocaiing both  be  perfectly  consist- 
ent. I  think  it  would  be  monstrous  lo  make  the 
geptieraan's  party  responsible  for  everything  he 
says,  and  not  more  so  10  make  him  responsihle 
for  all  that  is  said  on  hi*  side  of  the  question.  It 
cannot  be  that  the  Executive  is  responsible  for 
what  I  say  to-day,  or  what  I  said  yesterday,  or 
for  what  any  gentleman  on  the  same  side  with 
myself  may  have  said  at  any  time  whatever. 
Why,  then,  urge  the  language  used  on  this  floor 
as  oertain  proofs?  All  the  positive  good  which 
ihe  embargo  bad  in  coniemplacion  it  is  said  haa 
been  attained,  viz:  the  preserving  our  ships  and 
seamen  from  capiitre.  If  removed  without  sub- 
ttitniing  any  other  measure,  what  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence?  Ail  would  be  let  loose 
to  destruction.  And  ii  this  the  policy  which 
ought  to  characterize  the  mea^uresof  this  nation? 
If  this  act,  against  which  all  the  arguments  and 
artillery  ol  gentlemen  are  puinted,  was  to  be  re- 
moved wilhoul  a  substitute,  (he  inevitable  effect 
would  be,  that  we  must  either  submit  to  trade oa 
(he  edicts  of  the  belligerents  direct,  or  have  onr 
property  captured. 

But  the  eentleman  says,  that  a  "laognage  offi- 
cial and  a  laogaage  confidential"  have  been  held. 
Thisis.not  a  new  charge,  sir.  The  gentleman 
has  not  even  the  credit  ot  inventing  it.  It  has 
been  often  made  wiiboQt  a  shadow  of  truth. 
Tbe  gentleman  has  not  attempted  to  substantiate 
it.    Let  him  show  wherein  it  is  true;  he  isdefied 

But  it  seems  that  it  is  intended  10  keep  on  this 
embargo  system,  until  it  is  effectual,  at  all  haz- 
ards. How  does  be  soppon  bis  assertion,  sir? 
Nat  by  the  language  of  auy  gantlemsn  here ;  for 
DO  gentleman,  nowever  enthusiastic  in  its  favor, 
has  ventured  ao  to  support  li.  If  the  language 
used  uu  this  floor  he  good  for  one  purpose,  it  is 
giKxl  lor  another.  If  it  be  good  to  prove  that  tbe 
secret  moiivei  of  the  Ezecniive  iu  recommend- 
ing the  embargo  were  difierent  from  the  avowed 
one,  it  must  be  good  to  prove  the  contrary  of  the 
geuUemao's  assertions.  Does  he  mean  to  ebargt 
tbe  members  of  the  House  wilb  duplicity?  I 
presnme  not.  Well,  sir,  have  not  gentl^'men  of 
(he  majority  on  this  floor'  admiiled  that  the  em- 
bargo caaDOt,-and  ought  not  to  he  persisted  in, 
far  any  great  length  of  time?  It  would  heteto- 
fure  have  had  its  effect,  but  for  (he  villany  of  tbe 
disboaeatpart  of  the  community,  as  was  properly 
observed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  MaooN,)  who  is  one  of  its  most  strenuous 
advocates,  and  be  limits  its  duration  to  Septem- 
ber as  the  lungest  practicable  time,  "tha  major- 
ity, however,  geoerally.  »y,  .that  the  embargo 
will  have  bad  its  effect  by  May  or  June  next. 
The  gentleman  says,  if  it  were  inleitded  aa  a 
preoButionary  measure  only — if  it  was  not  to  be 
perpetual— 'it  ought  to  have  been  limited  in  its 
operation  to  a  given  day ;  and  that  the  House  by 
negativing  a  proposition  to  that  effect,  had  de- 
clared (kai  they  would  keep  it  on.    If  it  wet* 
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limited,  it  would  afford  ■  premium  tn  our  ene- 
mies 10  per^7ere  until  ttiat  lime,  and  an  oppor- 
tuaiiv  >o  men  libs  tbt  geailemaa  from  Massa- 
ebuteiis  [D  defeat  all  our  measures.  The  gea- 
lleman  from  Massachusetts  has  made  hall;  a  dozen 
speeches  al  this  session  of  the  same  leoor  with 
that  of  yesterday,  and  the  omissioD  to  notice 
them  has  been  more  from  a  desire  lo  getoo  with 
the  public  business,  than  a  wish  to  at'oid  the 
weight  of  his  argumenls,  which  he  say:  we  wince 


Yes,  s 


lays  we 
n  would  have  been 

Eremium  lo  our  enemy  to  hold  on,  and  men  like 
im,  to  prevent  a  substitute  ;  and  our  commerce, 
when  let  loose,  would  have  been  swept  from  the 
ocean  by  the  great  "  bulwark,"  which  protects  us 
from  the  gigantic  power  of  France.  But,  lays 
the  gentlemen,  "  By  their  deeds  shall  ye  know 
them  ;"  and  in  the  same  breath  teHn  us,  that  ihe 
majority  of  the  House  could  not  be  kicked  into 
i  war.  Ap[iiy  this  maiim  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massacbuseiic.  I  feel  reluctant  to  express  my 
aeniiments  on  this  subject.  If  I  did,  [  would  say 
ibat  ihe  conduct  of  the  geutlemait  induces  a  be- 
lief that  he  would  be  delighted  1o  see  the  Con- 
•lituiian  burned  at  the  paiot  of  the  bayonet,  and 
the  Union  lorn  asunder  by  ciril  disiension. '  By 
their  deeds  shallye  know  them;  ia  it  fair,  then, 
tojudgeof  genllemeo  by  their  defamatory  speech- 
ea  and  disorganizing  sentiments?  The  Honse 
cannot  be  kicked  into  a  war!  Is  ibis  language 
fit  for  the  RepresBulali^e' Chamber  of  this  na- 
tion 7  Me  demands  what  was  the  motive'  for 
raising  the  Army  of  last  session.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  recnr  lo  the  speeobea  on  this  subject, 
he  will  find  an  able  elucidation  of  the  causes  for 
it.  made  by  a  genttemen  from  Keniueky,  (Mr. 
Howard,)  who  is  not  ofteo  in  the  habit  of  de- 
liTering  his  sentiments  on  this  floor.  The  causes 
for  it  were  found  in  the  situation  of  Ihe  Western 
eouDtrjr ;  in  the  great  extent  of  otir  frontier,  cov- 
ered with  savages,  amongst  whom  British  agent* 
had  been  stirring  op  dissatisfaction,  with  the 
bope  of  inducing  them  to  take  up  the  tomahawk 
and  sacriiice  our  brethren  ;  they  were  found  in 
the  neceasiiy.  of  garrtsaning  our  posts  on  ibe 
frontier,  and  a  iboasapd  oiher  considerations. 
The  motive  then  was  good,  and  ample  cause  ex- 
isted for  raisioe  this  force.  But  we  are  told  that 
if  war  abroad  Dad  been  eoniemplaled,  the  Army 
would  not  have  been  officered  as  it  bas  been. 
Does  the  gentleman  mean  lo  reflect  on  the  bra- 
Tery  of  the  men  appointed  to  command,  or  w 
presume  that  they  will  not  maintain  ibe  rights  of 
this  country,  as  bravely  as  his  political  friends? 
I  cannot  conceive  for  what  other  purpose  the 
insinuation  was  made.  I  can  answer  the  gen- 
tleman why  I  conceive  that  it  ought  to  have 
been  officered  as  it  was.  If,  in  this  time  of  great 
p^iltgenlkmenwiU  maintain  an  bustiliiy  against 
the  Administraiion  and  laws  cf  their  country  in 
the  manner  in  wbicb  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
Hchujeiis  does,  they  deserve  not  the  confidence 
of  the  Government.  I  would  as  soon  desire  his 
&itannic  Majesty  to  send  over  some  of  his  liege 
■obiects  lo  command  our  army. 
But  the  geotleinan  saya  tbiat  this  Houce  baa 


not  even  spirit  enengh  to  fit  out  our  little  navy. 
The  answer  to  Ibis  1  leave  to  some  one  in  the 
majority;  for  I  was  unfortunate  enough  to  be  in 
the  minority.  As  to  rpirit,  sir,  there  are  many 
individuals  in  that  majority  who  would  make 
him  shrink  from  the  contest  until  pale  fear  di- 
vested bim  of  the  lion's  skin  with  which  he 
adorns  himself.  He  says  we  have  sacrificed  our 
revenue.  Lei  loose  our  ships  to-morrow,  and 
our  vessels,  and  seamen  sail  to  certain  rnin,  lo 
eooflagraiion  on  the  one  band,  and  conQscation 
on  the  other.  It  trill  be  impossible  then  toavoid 
capture.  And  will  this  state  of  things  SU  the 
coffers  of  the  couniryl  We  are  lold,  however, 
that  Great  Britain  faolda  a  pledge  in  the  defence- 
less state  of  our  seaport  towns  for  any  damage 
we  can  do  To  her,  if  we  go  to  mr.  Is  il  not  a 
fair  inference  from  the  arguineots  of  the  gentle- 
man that  he  would  therefore  recommend  a  base 
and  dishonorable  snbmiaaion?  Certainly  it  is, 
beeatise  it  tends  to  this:  that  we  cannot  raise  it 


But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  we  hare  a  partisan 
army.  And  what  kind  of  an  army  should  we 
have?  Would  you  have  oarlokewarm,  indiffer* 
ent,  or  deadly  foes  hoisted  into  office,  looking  for 
the  downfall  of  those  who  appoint  them  7  Ate 
these  the  men  to  be  employed?  Surely  not, 
sir.  What  kind  of  an  army  bad  we  in  the  Rer- 
7    Was  act  that  a  party  army — a  band  of 


be  carried  on  by  such  t 


i  defence  of  this  naiion- 


With  such  men  I  woDtd  not  risk  the  destinies  of 
ibe  nation.  But  we  ire  told  by  the  geoileraan 
that  we  have  no  effective  milhSa.  Is  this  true, 
or  is  it  a  libel  7  My  life  on  il,  if  the  limea  de- 
raBn,d  it,  the  gcntlemaa  will  find  ihe  militia 
Bironir.  enough  to  put  down  that  gentleman  and 
hia  Esses  Junto  taction.  If  they  dare  m  rebel, 
as  they  bave  worse  than  insinuated,  the  lailitiaof 
his  own  State  would  be  more  dian  atleqaate  to 
all  the  pDfposea  of  palling  down  so  puny  m 
bclion. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  the  only  object  of 
ibia  bill  is  to  quiet  the  Legialalurea  of  the  sev^ 
ral  Slates,  and  to  influence  the  Spring  elections, 
lo  prevent  eeaistance.  This  is  not  tbe  first  time 
that  I  bave  heard  laogange  on-  ibis  floor,  which 
io  former  limes  would  be  deemed  treasonable.  It 
it  treasoii,  sir.  There  is  no  such  motive.  If  tfa» 
peoide  think  proper  lo  pursue  any  coarse,  t.h«y 
will  4o  so,  and  will  not  be  turned  aside  from  U, 
because  factious  demagogues  oanoot  be  quieted 
wiih  office;  and  1  have  shown  ihe  impropririjr 
of  giving  it  to  them.  I  (hnutd  -have  no  kind  of 
objeciioB,  if  things  were  driven  to  that  excess,  lo 
let  them  excite  rebellion',  and.  have  theia  pun- 
ished as  traitors. 

If  there  was  no-  deception  ia  ibia  thing,  th* 
gentleman  saya  that  the  embargo  would  h«r« 
been  limited.  If  a  limitation  were  Bow  to  tw 
affixed  to  the  duration  of  the  embargo,  -and  tb* 
member  from  Massachuaetts  Alone  was  not  de- 
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prired  Of  tbe  aid  of  speech,  do  mnsare  woald 
be  lubstituted  Iiit  the  msiDtenRnce  of  ourrighls. 
He  would  day  and  night  eke  out  the  time  anlil  it 
was  too  tale  lo  sabatilute  any  measure.    The 

Enilemau  wanti  a  pledge  front  this  corrupted 
auae  and  ExecutiTC,  who  avow  one  thing  and 
mean  Booiher,  who  sell  their  country  to  the 
usurper  of  Earope  !  Wtiat  pledges  can  be  ralo- 
able  from  such  a  source?  Sir,  the  pledges  of  the 
EiDcerity  BDd  paeific  ditposition  of  the  Adtniois' 
tralion  may  be  found  io  the  public  doeumenls. 
If  they  are  not  sufficient  to  satisfr  the  gentte- 
nuD,  the  Toice  of  ao  MgA  from  Heaven  would 
be  of  no  B»8il.  The  ainount.or  the  gentleman's 
whple  attein[l[  was  to  prove  that  we  were  so  base 
and  corrnpted  an  to  be'Unworihy  of  credi-t.  And 
if  the  eqibarro  were  limited  now,  he  would  (ell 
the  peofle  tbat  we  ait  still  fblse  to  iheni ;  that 
we  are  affrighted  by  ''the  light  rising  i^i  the 
East,"  whioli  is  lo  soon  "Co  break  fotih  into  the 
Riosl  perfect  da^."  The'  geattematl  would  ride 
down  that  hobby-horse  at  he  has  rode  down  the 

A  dlay  ot  two  ago  the  gentleman  remarked 
that  we  were  ridueed  to  a  situation  simitar  to 
thalof  the  turbanned  Turk  orctMs-kneedFrencH- 
TBta  ;  that  wB  have  confided  the  power  of  regu- 
lating commeFce  lo'the  Bxecu live,  and  teo  or 
twelve S«nBiors.  Why  did  not  the  gentleman 
urge  ibis  wocdrons  argument  against  the  resolu- 
tion ilut  we  could  not  submit  lo  (he  orders  and 
decreesi  Ptff  if  we  'have  no  power  to  rwiit,  it 
would  have  been  a  ffood  argument  against  de- 
dving  tnat  w_e  woiud  not  submit.  But  I  feel 
coDviDced  that  when  the  great  intereeo  of  the 
coaniry  requira  it,  whilst  we  have  such  men  in 
our  CDuaoiU  they  will  act  ill  oonceVt,  whether  to 
resist  foreign  aggressors  or  domestic  insurgents. 
What  would  a  stranger  say  at  hearing  the  debate 
which  has  taken  place  on  this  quenion,  if  be  had 
not  ptevtauslv  been  apprized  of  (he  subject  be~ 
fore  you  7  He  could  not  hare  supposed  that  the 
House  were.disenssiag  a  propositioD  to  meet  at 
an  earlier  day  iban  fbat  fixed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  a  resnlutioD  to  impeach  the  Execntive 
w  a  iBajority  of  (he  House.  He  could  not  have 
supposed  otherwiae  from  the  eenileman's  speech 
or  from  roy  answer  to  it,  for  I  nave  followed  him 
stet>  by  step.  He.  rises,  he  tells  you;  in  behalf  of 
Ibis  people,  if  he  is  (be  cbanvpioa  of  the  peo- 
ple; if  be  is  to  be  the  sentinel  to  Bound  the  toc- 
aio  of  alarm  from  the  ConslilUlional  WBich-tOwer, 
Ood  help  thii  people.  He  w&s  silent  as  to  tAe 
letter  pablisbed  the  other  day  bf  the  British  Gov- 
einroeni;  (bis  he  might  have  said;  in  the  spirit 
oF  this  proposition,  is  eTidSnce  of  ibt  propriety 
of  changing  our  measures.  An  appeal  has  l>eeii 
made  by  the  British  Oovernment  lo  (he  people  of 
this  country-  Need  I  say,  sir,  that  no  persons 
bad  copies -of  this  paper  but  oar  Qoverament, 
the  British  Qoterdment,  our  Minister  there,  and 
their  Minister  here?  Our  Qoremment  has  not 
cBUaed  the  pablicBtion  ;  theirs  must  have  di 
it.  And  the  gentleman  might  have  la id,  inas- 
much as  it  naa  aa  attempt  to  react  the  scenes  r" 
Qenei,  it.  was  necessary  that  tfaeLeglalalui 


should  Be  in  session  to  counteract  it.  Sir,  what 
would  have  been  his  language  jf  M.  Champagny 
had  published  such  a  tetter  in  such  a  wayt 
Would  be  have  been  silent  in  that  easel  No, 
sir;  my  life  on  it,  he  would  be  among  the  first  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation, 
which  are  thus  insidiously  assailed  by  the  Bri- 
tish Government.  We  ought  (□  know  how  this 
letter  became  public;  aniT  if  some  gentleman 
whose  age  and  eiperience  would  justil^  a  propo- 
sition of  that  kind,  were  to  rise  in  his  place  and 
3!k  that  thr  Executive  should  he  requested  lo 
ascertain  in  what  manner  it  came  into  the  public 
prints;  and,  tf  through  the  British  Ministry,  re- 
quest that  [heir  Minister  should  be  sent  off,  I 
shouM  vole  for  it.  The  gentleman  finds  no[hing 
(o  blame  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  nations,  but, 
like  a  viper,  turns  and  wounds  the  vitals  of  hii 
own  country,  satisfied  if  he  can  only  lei  loose 
the  torrent  of  defamation,  daily  Uttered  in  ibis 
House,  contrary  td  every'  parliamentary  rule, 
against  an  Executive,  whose  acts  ought  lo  have 
induced  all  his  former  enemies  to  say  "  be  has 
disappointed  our  etpactationsj  and  proved  himself 
the  supporter  of  that  Declaration  of  Independence 
whieh  was  girea  to  the  world  from  his  pen."  I 
pronounce  it  a  cowardly  abuse  of  the  privilegas 
of  (bis  House,  of  which  I  should  never  avail  my- 
self under  any  circumstances  whatever,  to  cover 
with  its  shield  attacks  on  the  honor  of  (be  Presi- 
dent in  every  way  unjastifiable,  IF  the  Presi- 
dent has  been  guilty  of  crlines  let  him  be  itn- 
peached,  not  accused,  tried,  nnd  condemned  by 
the  same  Individual  iii  the  same  breath.  What 
would  be  said^  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
House  lo  the  simiUrity  of  the  cases,  if  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  charged  with  such  baseness  by  any 
member  of  the  House.  The  Speaker  would  put 
him  dowi^.  And  what  would  be  said  if  (he  Pres- 
ident were  tp  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  press  or  his  ofltcial  messages  to 
promulgate  an  attack  onihis  House.accusingilof 
duplicity  and  subserviency'to  (be  views  of  a  for- 
eign Qovemtrteni?  One  universal  display  of 
indigoation  would  manifest  (be  feelings  of  the 
House;  every  member  of  it  would'  rise  ai  once 
to  address  Ton  on  the  subject.  And  is  the  Execr 
utive  on  all  occasions  to  be  accused  of  the  crime — 
a  critne  which  would  eternally  disgrace  any 
man — of  l)eing  false  to  the  people  who  have  con- 
fided io  hiid  1  This  course  is  not  leas  disgrace- 
fol  or  unparliamentary,  than  if  we  were  to  ac- 
cuse the  other  Hou-^e  oF  similar  conduct ;  and  it 
is  high  lime  that  a  slop  should  be  put  to  it. 

But  the  gentleman  said,  sir,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  charge  the  Executive  with  moral  turpi- 
tude, bat  with  political  imposture.  Is  this  tlie 
morality  of  the  gentleman?  Treason  against 
the  people  is  no  crime  I  Such  a  doctrine,  sir,  is 
base  and  detectable.  Dote  the  gentleman  act  oa 
this  logic'?  Has  he  MaJfe  it  (he  basis  on  wtiich 
the  superstructure  of  his  arguments  is  erected? 
Pardon  me,  sir.  when  I  xay  that  I  fear  he  has. 
The  highest  otime  in  this  nation'  is  treason.  The 
Constitution  sajrs  it  shall  consist  only  in  levying 
war,  and  adhering  to  our  enemies.    And  even 
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this  is  bu(  a  political  rrime.  Whai  was  the 
crime  of  Aaron  Butr  1  He  did  noi  put  any  one 
lo  deaih  ;  be  only  aitempted  to  turn  the  atnis  of 
biB  deluded  followers  against  ibe  Goveromeni  of 
his  counlff ;  bisobjecia  were  political  merely. 
And  ibis  we  are  lolil  is  not  an  iinmoTal  act.  Are 
these  the  steady  babils  of  New  England?  t  hope 
not.  But  the  senileoiaD  says  he  should  be  false 
to  the  people  if  he  did  not  hold  up  his  voice.  In 
what  does  falsehood  lo  the  people  consist  1  Is  it 
not  in  uUering  false  accusations  aod  false  char- 
ge«1  In  the  days  of  Rome,  Calilicie  stood  forlb* 
iTOwedly  the  champion  of  ihe  people.  Hcaoine- 
times  aped  ibe  virtues  and  morality  of  Calo. 
and  then  played  Caiiliiie ;  for  in  all  agea  bd  af- 
fected passion  for  the  rights  of  the  people  has 
been  Ihe  pretext  for  coihmicting  the  most  ahom- 
iuable  crimes. 

The  President  has  been  accused  on  this  floor  of 
falsehood,  also.  1  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was 
in  the  gentleman's  catalogue  of  "  political  decep- 
tion" of  yesterday.  In  the  message  at  the  close 
of  the  late  session  the  President  sava  :  "  The  pa- 
'  pers  which  I  lay  before  you  emttrace  all  the 
'  commuaicaiions  written  and  verbal  from  the 
'  French  Governmeol,  respecting  the  Reneral  re- 
'  lations  beiween  ibe  two  countries,  wliich  have 
'  been  trsTi!>milted  through  our  Minister  (here,  or 
'  through  any  other  accredited  channel  since  the 
'  laal  session  of  Congress."  NotwithslaniJiDg  (hii 
aolemi)  asseycration  that  Ihe  papers  thiea  com- 
municated contained  all  (he  inforiaation  he  had 
received,  gentlemen  sqy  thai  the  President  has 
aaserted  a  falsehood  ;  that  a  letter  of  December 
the  first  had  been  received,  and  justify  the  charge 
on  a  supposition  arising  from  dates  merely.  Why. 
sir,  it  IS  no  secrel  that  this  letter  was  delivered 

Slhe  Minister  to  Mi.  Patterson,  and  by  him  to 
r.  Ritienhouse,  at  Amsterdam,  and  that  gen- 
tleman did  not  reach  this  country  until  May,  so 
thai  its  receipt  was  subsequent  to  the  adjouri 
ment  of  Congress.    But  if  Mr,  Aimslroog  were  I 
owcar  to  this,  and  Mr.  Ritienhouse,  the  Seen 
Ury  of  State,  and   his   chief  clerk  to  afBrm   i 
gentlemen  would  say  it  was  ail  falsehood  aiil 
afler  daring  to  dispute  the  solemn  asaertioa  i 
ihe  President,  ihey  would  say  it  was  merely 
tile  conjured  op  to  meet  eirc"  "" 

leiier,  notwithstanding  all  ihi 
new  light,  adds  no  new  iaformation. 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  tuld  that  the  President 
and  Oovernroent  bare  acted  with  dopliciiy  ;.  that 
they  have  connived  at  (he  idea  of  joining  Prance 
in  opposition  to  Kuglaod;  and  a  paragraph  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Armstrong  lo  Mr.  Champagny, 
urging  the  resciading  of  her  edicts,  is  seized  as 
proof,  strong  as  holy  writ;  that  ihe  President  has 
arranged  a  plan  for  uniting  us  with  France.  If 
the  opticsof  the  gentleman  who  made  this  asser- 
tion were  as  keen  on  one  side  as  the  other,  if  he 
were  not  as  blind  as  the  kittens  alluded  lo  by 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  he  would  find  pi 
eisely  the  same  language  used  in  the  commui 
cations  to  England.  The  same  arguments  were 
addressed  to  the  uaderstaadiogi  ' 

both. 


Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  must  eonelude  that  the' ' 
obseivalioos  of  the  gentleman  from  Mastachuseits 
(Mr.  Qginct)  were  made  for  ite  purpose  of 
alarming,  distracting,  and  dividing  this  nation,  of 
uprooting  everything  like  social  happiness-  I 
will  not  suffer  the  mantle  of  charity  longer  to  , 
cover  such  men,  the  veil  of  deception  should  be 
pierced  and  totn  oE  that  they  may  stand  naked  ' 
before  this  people  covered  only  with  disgrace — 
not  shame.  No,  sir,  I  have  no  such  hope.  The 
African  visage  was  never  suffused  with  «  blush. 
There  can  be  do  blushes  on  the  cheeks  of  ibos« 
who  commit  the  unworthy  act  of  uttering  dia- 
bonora  hie,  false  charges,  and  protecting  themselves 
■■-der  ihe  privileges  of  this  House.     Neither  is 

ere  hope  of  reformation.  Nero  never  repMited. 
The  mclodyof  muric  produced  bj  the  bow  wliich 
he  drew  across  the  strings  of'^  his  fide  toned 
instrument,  was  not  baJf  so  harmonious  lo  bis 
pars  as  the  crackling  fires  of  Rome,  the  crash  of' 
its  falling  towers,  the  criea  of  iis  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  the  universal  ruin  of  Ms  country. 
There  have  been  more  Neroes  than  one.  The  ex- 
ample of  Rom«  is  not  siagle.  And  while  aU  gooi) 
■        ■     ■    al   the  ■       ' 


men  are  striving  to  hea 


;  wounds  of  pattv, 


and  unite  this  country  at  a  time  when  t'he  whole. 
hostility  against  ii,  in  eomparison 
with  whom  our  pDpDiaiion  and  resources  are 

ithing,  except  as  (bey  depend  on  the  virioe  and 
sniril  of  the  men  yel-turriving,  and  the  sons  of 
those  whohavedepait«d,whoajded  in  the  achieve- 
aenl  of  the  independence  of  this  nation,  while 

It  their  efforts  are  directed  day  aad  nigbt  to  re- 
ieve  their  suffering  country,  the  midnight  lamp 
sheds  ils  pale,  light  on  the  black  composiiions  of 
a  few  restless  spirits,  who  strive  to  distract  the 
Eastern  people.  Is  this  the  pairiotisra  which  the 
gentleman  professes  7  I  pei>ujne,  ihat,  after  the 
rage  of  party  has  subsided,  the  people  will  dis- 
cover the  imposturcand  chastise  [he  impostors. 
This  is  the  time  lo  forget  parly  feelings ;  and  yev 
gentlemen  resort  lo  every  petty  circa  oi stance, 
and  becBHse  it  authorized  an  inference  in  opposi- 
tion 10  direct  facts,  endeavor  to  excite  them — they 
would  tumble  the  Executive  from  the  height 
which  be  properly  occupies  into  the  dmi,  dowit 
to  a  level  with  themselves.  It  is  lime  not  only 
to  forget  party  feelings,  but  lo  cease 'ireason- 
able  opposition.  And  as  lo  those  who  pursue  the 
course  which  I  have  described,  whether  out  of 
this  House <or  in  it,  I  would  say  to  ihe  American 
people,in  a  voice  which  could  beheard  in  every  cor- 
ner of  the  coBgregaied  assembly  :  Risk  not  your 
peace  or  safety  for  them — they  are  enemies  of 
your  peace — Ihey  have  conspired  ajtainst  vonr 
safety — cast  them  from  you — hotttt  hmnam  ge- 
neri«— lei  the  mark  of  infamy  be  stamped  upon 
their  foreheads,  so  thai  all  who  see  Ihem  may  ex- 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  moiiojt  of 
Mr.  D,  R,  WiLLiAMB  10  strike  oDi  the  words 
"fonrih  Monday  in  May,"  and  lost. 

Mr.  Bacon  »aid,  that  on  a  former  day  he  bad 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  bis  colleague,  who  addresspH  the  Hoiise 
yeatvrday.    The  t«ak  was  not  tbeo  a  pleasant  one. 
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Id  his  subsequent  remarks  a  few  days  tioce,  the 
geotlemaD  took  occasien  to  tell  me,  eery  coarte- 
onsly,  ibat  I  had  been  barking  at  his  heeli>,  aad 
tkat  he  would  doI  pursue  m^  course.  Thoa^h 
these  sort  of  personal  collisions  are  extremely  dis- 
agreeable, yet  hJs  obKrvHtioDs  will  not  Jeier  me 
from  follotving  that  course,  which  my  duty  may 
dictate.  As  RepreaeDiaiives  from  the  same  Siaie, 
'  I  hare  since endcaroi'ed  lo  avoid  nil  needless  eol- 
IImods,  with  a  gentleman  standing  in  such  a  rela- 
lion  with  myself,  and  should  t)o>  again  have 

Silao«d  myself  in  opponitioaiohlm,  but  for  the  ei- 
caordlnary  remarks  which  fell  from  him  yester- 
day, to'  which,  sir,  1  consider  it  my  duty, ' 
painful,  •-  --'•' " *■ '■ —  - 


addre» 


fly.  It  was  the  temper  of  bis  remarks,  their  len- 
ency  if  not  iheir  design,'  the  peculiar  tim^,  and 
the  temper  of  the  people  in  one  section  of  the 
Union,  thai  impressed  my  mind  wjih  peculiar  r»- 
gret  at  the  ground  which  he  thought  proper  to  as- 
attme.  As  to  the  temper  of  bis  remarks,  I  need 
not  exhibit  it  any  further  to  the  House,  it  has 
been  sofficienlly  noticed  ;  as  to  their  tendency  it 
cannot  be  rnistskeo ;  there  in  something,  however, 
more  particularly  Striking  ai  to  the  time.  What 
are  ibe  circumstances  under  which  they  were  of- 
feredl  What  ire  the  circumitaaees  in  which 
'  tbii  House  has  found  itself  for  some  time  past  1 

Sir,  for  some  daytt  we  have  bad  a  general  as- 
pect of  union  in  the  Home — a  considerable  har- 
mony of  fttities.'  A  number  of  questions  have 
been  taken  that  savored  very  liilLe  of  party  feel- 
ings, and  the  political  atmosphere  had  subsided 
into  a  state  of  much  apparent  iraiiquillity,  diilil 
agitated  by  the  thunder  of  the  gentleman,  Was 
not  this  a  desirable  prospect?  I  confess,  for  one, 
sir,  that  1  have  seldom  found  an  occasion  on  which 
1  more  coagrafulated  myself;  bot,  it  would  seem 
as  though  my  colleague  feared  that  this  state  of 
things  might  conduct  ns  and  the  nation  to  some 
happy  resixli.  Did  he,  therefore,  (hink  it  neces- 
sary that  Bfirebrandshouldbe  thrown  on  this  floor, 
to  excite  agitation  in  the  House,  and  alarm,  divi- 
liau,  and  discord,  among  the  people  1  I  hope  the 
gentlfman  had  no  i<ucb  intention ;  but  that  such 
wvs  the  tendency  of  hi?  remarks,  no  one  can  differ 
with  me  in  believing.  ^As  to  the  time. and  occa- 
sion which  he  chose,  it  is  well  known,  as  the  gen- 
tleman observed, that. the  Legislatures  of  many  of 
ibe  States  Bteabool  to  assemble.  Yes,  sir,  th~~ 
are;  and  atnongst  others,  that  of  the  State  whi 
the  genilethan  sod  myself  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, about  the  time  that  the  speech  of  my  faoir- 
orable  colleague  will  arrive  there.  The  temper 
of  that  portion  of  the  Union  is  already  sufficiently 
eicited.  That  they  have  already  manifested  strong 
symptoms  of  disaffection — that  they  have  hereto. 
fore  given  inlimatioiiB  of  Tiolent  messores — can- 
not be  concealed.  Did  the  gentleman  fear  that 
they  would  not  he  sufficiently  agitated— that  (hey 
would  not  at  once  be  ripe  for  the  most  despefate 
measnres?  Did  he  ftar,  that,  unless  he  added  a 
little  fuel  to  the  flame,  it  would  not  burst  out  with' 
sofficieni  fury  to  produce  his  farorite  crisis?  Did 
he  fear  that  this  portenious  crisis,  of  which  he 
spoke  ID  an  oracular  tone,  would  not  arrive  with 


sufficient  celerity?  I  call  it  hig  favorite  crisis, 
because  one  of  his  rirgumenls  in  opposition  (olhe 
bjll,  was,  that  he  feared  it  was  calculated  to  allay 
the  paisioDi  of  the  people,  and  defeat  the  arriTiil 
of  this  crisis.  Am  1,  therefore,  incorrect  in  sup- 
ig  that  he  hails  the  prospect  of  it  as  a  desira- 
teml  Certaiolyl  think  that  the  conclusion 
lOt  be  mistakea.  What  was  lobe  the  precise 
nature  of  this  crisis,  my  colleague  did  not  exactly 
:plain  to  us.  I  know  not,  distinctly,  by  what 
means  it  is  to  be  produced,  or  what  are  its  olii- 
mate  objects.  I^or  one,  sir,  I  deprecate  it :  it  wilt 
probably  be  a  crisis  of  disunion.  I  dread  it,  and 
will  Qse  all  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  it.  I 
will  do  everything  to  satisfy  those  misltkaa  men 
Vho  may  be  seduced  to  engage  in  it,  that  they  ate 
embarking  in  a  cause  of  pent.  Did  I  not  do  all 
in  my  power  to  avert  it,  I  should  not  hold  myself 
blameless ;  but,  after  doing  this,  I  will  do  no  more- 
Let  it  come  when  it  will,  or  let  consequences  be 
what  they  may,  I  will  not  beimy  the  trust  reposed 
in  me,  Be  the  Representative  of  a  brave  and  inde- 
peodenC  people,  by  sacrificing  the  right*  and  inter- 
ests of  B  great  nation  to  the  ckmorsof  faction,  or 
the  fury  ofa  misgnided  few.  Thegentieman  told 
us,  BOipe  days  ago,  that  he  was  bom  a  free  man^ 
and  would  die  so,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  Sir, 
1  was  born  as  free,  though  perhaps  not  so  high,  aa 
that  gentleman.  I  represent  a  people  «s  free  as 
iheconsiituentsofthaigenlleman.aod  who,  though 
Dot  perhaps  "fed  as  well,'' can  endure  nOt  only 
"ihe  Winter's  cold,"  but  can  meet tempesls,siormB, 
and  commotions,  as  undauntedly  as  they.  Thia 
is  a  Btate  of  things  which  they  will  be  the  last  to 
provoke ;  but,  let  it  come  when  it  may,  they  will 
not  turn  theit  backs  to  it.  Let  not  the  gentleman 
lalkor  think  too  lightly  of  it:  whenever  it  comes, 
it  Will  be  no  common  crisis.  Who  will  first  b« 
buried  ih  the  tuinsof  such  a  day,  no  man  can  pre- 
dict. I  again  warn  the  gentleman,  by  the  deep 
pledges  which  he  holds  in  the  integrity  and  peaca 
of  this  Union,  not  wantonly  to  provoke  its  disso- 
lution. He  ought  to  consider  that  those  who  pro* 
mote  Lt  may,  in  all  probability,  be  the  first  to  suffer 
in  the  general  wreck  of  the  times.  He  spoke  to 
yon  of  the  men  who,  upon  the  ruins  of  a  political 
coDvuUion,  would  not  assume  i\xe  reins  of  power; 
that  it  would  not  be  the  Federalists  of  the  pres- 
ent  day.  nor  would  it  be  the  present  poliiicel  ma- 
jority, ibe  tran^tioo  in  such  cases  being  alwaya 
from  bad  to  worse;  that  the  Condorcets  and  Bns- 


,  I  agree  with  my  colleague, 
that,  lipon  tbe  consummation  of  such  a  crisis. 
Federalism  cannot  expect  to  guide  the  desiioiea 
of  ibie  country.  There  is  another  itlustrioUB  ex- 
ample, in  the  bloody  annals  of  the  Revolution  to 
which  he  alluded,  from  which  ha  would  do  well 
to  derivea  lesson  of  warningand  instruction.  The 
celebrated,  the  notorious  Philip  d'Egalit6,  ci-de- 
vant Duke  of  Orleans,  had,  like  tbe  gentleman,  a 
deep  stake  in  the  common  interests  of  his  coun- 
try, and  in  its  iranqniltily.  He  was  a  man  of  noble 
extraction  and  commanding  rank,  but,  eurying 
the  higher  fortunes  of  the  monarch,  and  wishing 
to  be  greater  than  the  Throne,  he  became  an  ac- 
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complice  with  those  who  overturonl  the  Throne 
ilsell,Bn<)  was,  with  biaforiuoes,  buried  Id  lis  ruins] 
No,  sir,  upon  ihe  ruins  of  a  (li»jniiiled  Confeder- 
acf,  a  far  diffeKot  set  of  men  ihan  the  coniiaoD 
F«aeraliE(9  of  this  day  will  preside  ovei  the  des- 
tinies of  this  nalioD.  Whatever  share  Federa[- 
ism  may  have  had  in  producing  this  state  of  tUiogK, 
m  however  she  may  have  conirihuted  her  aid 
to  it,  ihe  will  be  remembered  by  her  masters  only 
to  b«  disgraced  aod  despised.  The  most  ibat  she 
CIO  aspire  (o  will  be  a  nap€  (ha[  from  her  higher 
racks  may  be  selected  the  Viceroy  la  govern  his 
GOUDtcy — in  the  narae  of  a  Viceroy  over  him  on 
tbe  other  side  of  the  AilaDiic.  She  can,  at  best, 
atpire  to  Qothing  higher  than  becoming  the  t^ol 
and  miuioti  of  a  foreign  despot.  It  is  impossible 
it  should  be  otherwise.  It  will  be  utterly  out  of 
the  power  of  any  domestic  usurper,  without  for- 
eign aid,  to  wield  the  sceptre  which  grows  out  of 
A  stale  of  civil  diicord  and  Cbmmotion,  brought 
about  through  tbeagency  of  a  foreign  Power.  It 
would  be  struck  from  his  hands  by  the  indignant 
aim  of  an  incensed  people  faster  than  lie  could 
recover  it.  Tbe  geDtleman'ii  address  bad,  to  me, 
a  roeanipg  most. solemn  and  portentous,  lakeo  in 
coDQeiion  with  (be  times  ana  circumstances  uo' 
der  which  it  was  delivered.  But,  wb^t  are  the 
mighty  means  by  wbicb  ibis  crisis  is  to  be  pro- 
duced, and  wbat  is  the  powerful  lever  by  which 
these  commotions  are  to  be  raised  1  The  old,  stale 
topic  of  a  perpetual  embargo  !  Like  the  geotle- 
roau  from  Virginia,  [  nauseate  the  subject.  The 
idea  of  a  permanent  embargo  is  worn  out,  and  I 
thought  had  by  this  time  been  discarded  from  the 
mino  of  every  man,  both  in  this  House  and  in  the 
nation.  I  am  not  about  to  enter  upon  a  wire- 
drawn argument  to  show,  either  from  the  partic- 
nlar  terms  of  the  taw  or  the  general  construclion 
of  language,  whether  it  is  so  or  not.  These  views 
lutve  been  long  since  exhausted.  What,  then,  are 
the  new  arguments,  never  before  produced,  wbicb 
are  now  onered  by  the  geoileman,  topove  thai 
such  must  ha.ve  been  (he  original  policy  of  Ihe 
law  1  It  is,  that  i(  was  recommendeid  by  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive as  a  precautionary  measure,  while  it  was 
supported  by  some  members  on  this  floor  aa  a 
coetciVe  one. 

On  this  point  let  me  bring  to  (he  notice  of  the 
gentleman  tbe  temporary  embargo  of  1791,  re- 
commended, as  I  have  alwars  understood,  by 
Oeoeral  Washington,  and  held  ou(  (o  foreign 
nations  aa  a  mete  measureorprecaotion,  to  secure 
our  vessels  and  oar  merchandise  from  belUgereDi 
aggressions  and  plunder.  But  how  was  i(  sup- 
ported in  this  House?  It  was  supported  as  the 
preseot  law  has  also  sometimes  been,  as  a  meas- 
ure of  coercive  policy.  We  have  but  few  of  the 
debates  wbicb  look  place  an  the  former  occasion, 
to  revert  to,  but  I  have  in  my  band  the  speech  of 
a  gentleman  of  distinguished  talents,  and  a  pre- 
decessor of  mine,  who  (hen  had  a  seat  in  this 
House,  giving  his  views  of  that  measure.  ]|Mr. 
BtcoH  here  read  (lie  following  paragraph  Irom 
Ihe  speech  of  Mr.  Seoowick,  on  hii  iniroducing 
a  resolulion  empowering  tbe  President  to  lay  an 
embargo  on  the  12tb  day  of  March,  1794: 


"Tbe  reasons  on  which  this  idea  of  an  embargo 
'  were  founded,  are  thai  Great  Britain  cannotsup- 
'  ply  her  West  Indies;,  except  from  Ihe  United 
'  States.  If  this  is  in  any  degree  true  in  peaceable 
'  times,  how  much  mate  forciblv  must  it  operate 
'  now  1  They  have  a  consideranle  military  Torce 
'  (hereto  feed  1  in  truth,  without  supplies  from  this 
'  country,  they  must  inevitably  abandon  a  project, 
'  with  them  a  favorite  one,  (he  conquesi  of  tbe 
'  French  West  Indies.  In  this  situation  of  aflairs 
'  h«  believed  it  would  be  found  proper  to  put  into 
'  the  hands  of  tbe  President  a  power  to  lay  this 
'  embargo,  and  ia  a  moment  to  prevent  all  Fup- 
'  plies  going  to  the  West  Indies." 

The  sentiments,  coniinued'Mr.  B.,  bere  ad- 
vanced, prove  that  the  idea  of  an  embargo  in  ibis 
country  teing  considered  a>  a  measure  of  coercive 
policy  in  respect  to  foreign  nationi,  i^  Great 
Btilain'in  particular,  is  not  a  novel  one— thai  it 
is  no  fanciful  (lotion  of  the  present. day,  but  owes 
its  origin  to  the  politicians  of  (be  old  school.  I 
have  introduced  them,  however,  more  particularly 
10  show  ibat  the  auspices  under  which  this  mea- 
sureoferabargo  was  iniroduced  aod  recommended 
to  the  nation,  and  the  views  with  which  it  wqs 
supported,  were  the  same  now  as  in  1794— that 
they  were  both  precautionary  and  coercive;  and 
will  Ihe  gentleman  say  lha(  President  WayhiDg- 
(on  or  the  Congress  of  1794,  were,  as  he  asserts 
we  are,  instrumental  in  deceiving  the  nation? 
and  yel  bis  argument  will  equally  apply  lo  both 

.gut  the  genilunan  B&ects  to  consider  out  ne- 
glect in  providing  general  efficient  means  of  hos- 
tility, as  a  certain  indication  that  we  have  no  idea 
of  interposing  any  other  measures  of  resistance 
to  tbe  violations  of  our  rights  ihap  the  embargo, 
and  saya  that  we  have  not  even  sufficieoi  spirit 
to  fit  out  our  lidle  navy.  On  (his  head  I  can 
answer  only  for  one,  and  can  say  with  truth,  that 
1  have  been  ready,  at  least  to  an  equal  extent 
with  my  colleague,  to  lend  my  support  to  every 
measure  either  of  defence  or  offence  which  baa 
been  proposed  to  us.  As  to  the  navy,  every  one 
knows  that  it  has  not  been  anything  like  a  parly 
ques(ioo,and  thattheiwo  principal  pattiea-which 
usually  appear  in  ibis  House  have  been  neatly 
equally  divided  upon  it.  The  fact  ia,  that  (he 
apparen(  tatdine&s  of  our  proceeding  on  this  point 
has  been  occasioned  more  by  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  wbat  were  the  most  appropriate  means 
of  national  defence,  than  by  any  doubt  whether 
the  essential  rigbts  of  the  nation  should  be  deci- 
ded in  tb^t  mode  which  should  ultimately  he 
thought  to  be  upon  tbe  whole  tbe  most  «xpedieD( 
aod  efficient.  Another  ooosideration  bas  undoubt- 
edly had  its  influence  in  deterring  the  Govera- 
Dtent  from  launching  into  thosa  extensive  meas- 
nret  of  hostile  preparation  which  have  perhaps 
been  too  long  delayed.  Therecanbe  uoquestion 
that  the  most  ardent  desire  of  tbe  Goveriiment 
ha*  been  for  the  preservatioa  of  peace,  if  tt  could 
in  any  consistencv  with  the  national  righis  and 
honor  be  preserved;  aod  in  proportion  as  this  de- 
sire has  been  ardent,  no  doubt  we  have  flaHered 
ourselves  wt(b  the  expectalioo  that. it  tnighi  yet 
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b«  prei erred.  Ferhmps  thii  reliance  hai  alreadf 
been  cherished  loo  long — aad  as  the  storm  ihick- 
ensaiouad  u>,  aod  the  puliiisal  hori 
a  more  ibreBteoin^  aspect,  we  are  now  progi 


puraaed,  and  in  tbis  work  we  may  very  properly 
caJI  upOQ  geDtlemeo  oP  all  politjeal  parlies  lo 
unite  iheii  efibrU,  and  cooinbule  whatever  thef 
cnn  ID  [be  defence  of  their  counrry.  It  is  said 
that  the  aFinf  which  vas  provided  for  at  our  last 
session  has  been  oi^oiied  upon  party  priaciplea, 
■nd  oSceFcd  generally  from  one  political  sect, 
and  that  such  an  army  caoDot.  be  loteoded  for 
defence  againsi  foreign  aggretsiona,  but  must  be 
solely  for  domestic  parposes.  As  to  the  fact 
whicb  the  neoileman  roeadooa,  I  kDownotfaing 
about  it.  For  myself|  I  can  truly  say.  ibat  en  the 
labject  of  appoiDimenX  (o  offict  generally  in  a 
Oovernment  like  ours,  uiy  i^eral  opinioos  have 
heretofore  been  more  liberalthaawould  probably 
be  esiMtned  orthodox  by  almost  anv  political 
party  in  thi>  couoliy,  certainly  muca  more  so 
than  "Wis  practised  upon  by  the  political  friends 
of  my  ooUeague  when  ibey  pre)idetl  in  our  public 
Clwncilf.  As  thete  are  certainly  a  great  number 
of  men  who  differ  from  the  present  majority  .in 
their  political  senlimenla,  upon  whom  I  could 
place  the  ulntost  reliance  if  called  to  defend  their 
couDtrr.  I  would  never  content  that  the  single 
sin. of  Federalism  should  be  deemed  sufficient  to 
exclude  lltenirrora  all  participatioa  in  either  civil 
or  military  offices.  But  if  the  gentleman  in  one 
pan  of  Ell  speech  yesterday  intended  to  give  us 
a  sample  of  those  men  in  whose  behalf  he  com- 
plainnl,  on  account  of  tbeir  exclusion  from  mili- 
tary commands,  it  is  certainly  no  subject  of  my 
regret  that  such  exclusion  has  been  thought  pro- 
per by  the  head  of  that  department.  Sir,  was  it 
a  patriotic  effort  on  the  pari  of  the  geatlGroan  to 
endeavt>T  in  that  public  manner  to  chill  the  spirit 
cf  the  nation,  .and  to  dlacoura^e  them  from  the 
assertion  of  tneir  jostrights,  by  dbparaging  our 
resources,  uoderTaluing  our  means  of  annoyance 
to  our  enemies,  and  prociaiming,  Lo  the-face  of 
ttia  world,  our  vulnerable  [iointa  and  most  de- 
fenceteu  positions;  and  at  the  same  time  magai- 
fying  the  power  of  a  foreign'  nation,  and  declar- 
ing that  she  heldagainst  us  thone  pledges  Air  oar 
good  behaviour  which  we  could  not  put  at  risk 
vilhout  the  mo^t  imminent  hazard  and  destruc- 
lioD  to  ourselves  1  Sir,  when  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man avowing  10  tb«  world  sentiments  of  this  sort, 
mv  heart  sunk.wiibin  me,  especialijr  when  I^saw 
full  in  ilia  eye  a  prDt6g£  of  the  Minister  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  rioting  ^o  doubt  upon  the 
charms  of  his  elo<]ne;ice,  and  receiving  it  with 
those  kind  of  sensations  so  natural  to  the  human 
heart,  when  the  pride. of  the  country  to  wtMise 
fortunes  we  are  attached  ts  thp  subject  of  eulogy. 
I  trust  that  these  are  not  the  national  feelings  or 
aentimeots  of  tbe  great  body  of  those  with'wnom 
the  gentleman  Is  generally  auociaied  in  bis  politi' 
calcoadnct.  If  tney  are,  they  could  indeed  hardly 
be  relied  upon  to  lead  our- armies  to  the  field  of 
battle— and  those  would-be  but  poor  defendtra  of 


their  country  who  declared  at  the  outset  that  it. 
was  utterly  incapable  of  defence. 

We  are  pressed  by  tbe  gentleman. to  answer, 
why,  if  we  have  any  intention  of  defending  out 
rights  by  any  other  means  than  tbe  embargo,  we 
do  not  now  give  a  pledge  to  the  nation  of  our  in- 
tention to  abanriou  it  at  some  limited  period,  and 
resort  to  some  other  sjrslem  if  justice  is  not  pre- 
viously done  ns.  This  is  perhaps  a  reasonable 
question,  and  I  feel  for  my  part  no  hesiiatian  ID 
answering  It,  It  is  probably  reeolleoted  that  I 
had  some  time  since  declared  to  the  House  an 
opinion  that  in  the  present  circumatancos  oflhe 
cotintty  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Oovcrament  to  fix 
upon  a  definite  period,  beyond  which  an'adbet- 
ettce  to  our  present  posiu'on  should  not  be  maiD- 
tained.  and  with  that  view  I  moved  at  that  time 
that  tne  resolution  for  repealing  the  embargo 
laws,  which  bad  been  moved  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session  by  a  gentleman  from  Vermoui,  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  who 
had  under  consideration  the  sul^eot  of  a  non-in- 
letcourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  with  a 
view  that  it  might  be  considered  in  connexion 
with  that  or  soipe  other  measure  as  a  substitute 
upon  its  removal.  In  that  motion,  however,  I 
met  wiin  hut  little  encouragement  on  any  side  of 
the  House.  It  woi]td  perhaps  be  desirable  that 
the  proposition  for  limiting  the  continuance  of 
our  piesenl  system  should  come  from  some  other 
quarter— but  if  it  should  not,  1  shall  feet  no  hesita- 
tion in  offering  it  at  an  early  day,  and  placing  the 
time  of  it  at  nofery  distant  period.  If  there  were 
no  other  consideraiiona  in  favor  of  such  a  meas- 
ure, it  is  perhaps  due  to  the  feelings  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  citizens  who  by  such  addresses lo  their 
passionsand  their  prejudices  as  weyesierday  heard 
from  my  colleague  have  been  induced  to  believe 
that  this  was  a  system  of  perpetual  exclusion 
from  the  ocean,  and  a  permanent  abandonment 
of  commei-cial  enterprise;  and  who,  acting  under 
that  palpable  delusion,  may,  by  the  artifices  of 
desperate  partisans  ana  designing  leadfri,  be  led 
into  acts  of  insubocdinatioo,  involved  in  crimes, 
which,  under  tbe  influenceof  correct  information, 
ihsy  would  deprecate  and  shudder  at.  Though 
it  U  more  especially  the  province  of  my  col- 
league to  consider  seriously  upon  whose  bead  the 
blood  of  such  of  our  feliow-cilizena  may  in  a  good 
re«t,  yet  I  feel  It  a  duty  to  do  what 
ypower  to  nndeceivelhem.  In  tfaefur- 
of  this  desirable  object,  I  have  teason  ti 


no  more.  Let  tlie  crisis  talked  of  by  the  gen- 
tleman come  when  it  will,  it  is  our  duty  to  meet 
it )  let  its  consequences. rest  upon  those  by  whose 
misrepreseuiations  and  instigations  ii  has  been 
promoted  and  encouraged. 

Mr.  Q.utNov.^Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  myself  ne- 
cessitated to. make  a  very  few  remarka,  in  coDse- 
Suence  of  tbe  ubserraiions, which  have  faUen 
fom  various  gentleaien.  Certainly,  sir,  I  did  ex- 
pect that  the  course  of  ray  former  argument  would 
expose  ma. to  some  animadversion.^  In  great  and 
critical  periods  of  so«tMy,  such  aa  ii  the  pr«aeai, 
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QuthiDj;  else  cao  be  aaiicipated.  In  performiDg 
the  duly  which  my  staiiun,  in  my  apprebeasion, 
made  incumbent,  my  GrsI  ooDcern  was  to  satisfy 
myself  ihai  ihe  grouod  I  was  about  to  occupy 
was  Milid.  Wbeiber  it  would  proTobe-  asperity 
in  reply  was  a  secondary  consideration  in  com- 
pnriaon  with  the  inquiry,  whether  it  would  bear 
the  scrutinizing  eye  of  the  mnis  of  my  fellow- 
citizen<,  particularly  of  men  of  reflection,  jadg- 
meat,  and  iuformalioo;  ofihat  class  of  men  which 
always,  in  a  country  like  lhi*,'will  sooner  or  later 
lake  the  guidance  of  public  opinion.  Harinif  sat- 
isfied myself  that  the  principal  ground  of  my 
argument  Was  solid,  mj  next  care  was  la  mark  il 
out  so  disiincily  that  tt  could  not  be  niiitaken. 
Yet  those  who  hare  undertaken  to  reply  It)  me, 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Baoon)  perhaps  excepted, 
hare  scarcely  noticed  the  general  bearing  of  my 
argument,  and  have  coolented  themselves  with 
inveighing  against  what,  as  they  suggest,  are  my 
motiTes,  or  in  refuling  remarks  merely  inciden- 
tal, and  illustrative  of  my  leading  propositions. 
Thus  the  geDiIeman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Effeb) 
hasuodeitaken  to  deny  that  all  ihe  motives  which 
I  recapitulated  were  operative  in  passing  the  em- 
bargo, and,  as  an'  evideoce  of  this,  lo  anert  that 
gome  of  them  were  never  urged  at  the  time  of 

rssing  that  law,  as  reasons  for  its  adoption.  Sir, 
took  occasion,  in  the  course  of  my  first  argu- 
menl,  expressly  lo  declare,  that  in  the  enumera- 
tion of  motives  I  was  making,  it  was  not  my  pur- 
pose to  call  those  motives  in  question,  nor  yet  to 
confine  myself  to  those  which  were  eipressly 
urged  in  debate,  but  to  group  all,  which  there  was 
any  reason  to  believe  did  exist,  together,  so  as  to 
make  the  conclusion  more  striking  and  saiisfae- 
lotr,  that  they  did  not  ia«lude  those  which,  I 
undertook  to  show,  were  the  caus«s  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  that  measnre  by  Administration. 
The  bearioK  of  my  argument,  to  which  this  re- 
capitulation of  motives  was  only  subsidiary,  was 
10  show  that  embargo,  wiih  intention  to  coerce 
Great  Britain,  to  adhere  lo  it  until  it  attained  its 
piirpose,  and  to  do  nolbing  el^e  effectual,  were 
nut  the  motives  of  this  House.  This  was  the 
first  branch  of  my  argument.  My  second,  and 
principal,  was  to  show  that  those  were  the  mo- 
tives of  Adruinistralion.  In  executing  this  last 
pan  of  my  task,  I  stated  that  it  was  my  perfect 
conviction,  that  such  motives  did  prevail  with 
the  Administration.  But  I  did  not  resi  saliaGed 
with  mere  assertion.     I  stated  the  grounds  of  my 

the  motives  of  public  men  from  the  undeniable 
course  of  Iheif  public  ads.  Whether  ihc  argu- 
meots  then  urged  were  sufficient  to  justify  such 
a  conviction,  is  a  question  referred  to  thedeoisiou 
of  my  fellow-ciiizens.  From  thai  tribunal  I 
■hall  not  shrink,  and  before  it  I  am  not  afraid  to 
meetany  or  all  my  political  opponents.  To  these 
arguments,  certainly  neiiher  personal,  nor  in  any 
respect  uoparliameniary,  what  has  been  the  re- 
ply? Why,  sir,  •■  false"—"  malicious"— "defam- 
atory"—"cowardly,  base  del  raclion" — ^dastardly 
act"-.-'' old  tory" — '■friend  lo  Oreat  Britain" — 
"Nero" — "Essex  JuDto,"aDd  such  like.    Really, 


Mr.  Speaker.  I  haVe  no  means  of  reply  lo  such 
argnments  as  these.     Absolutely,  through  defect 
of  ray  education.  I  can  make  no-anawer  to  them. 
I  never  studied  in  the  school  t)f  the  scavenffer; 
I  never  look  oat  degrees  at  the  Oyster  bench ;  I 
never  sat  down  at  the  feet  of  aih-wbmen,  as 
thongh  ihey  were  so  many  she-Qamaliels,  for  the 
purpose  of  leaching  my  gall  to  Bow  ilhrough  the 
channels  of  their  boisterous   Billingsgate.     The 
gentlemen  who  resort  to  such  weapons  have  all 
the  advantage  of  me.    If  they  think  that  their 
cause  or  their  argument  gnin  anything  by  the  use 
of  such  opprobrious  expressions,  they  have  perifct 
liberty  to  adopt  them.     1  haveone  consolation, 
that,  so  far  as  respects  this  House,  what  1  urged, 
and  what  they  replied,  have  both  been  in  its  pres- 
ence, and  I  fear  not  to  stand  a  comparison  with 
them,  as  it  respects  either  matter  or  manner,  in 
the  judgment  even  of  their  friends.     I  have  an- 
other eoDsolatian,  that  my  argument  and  their 
answers  will  each  be  presented,  I  trust  fairlv,  to 
the  scrutiny  of  our  fel low-citizens.    Before  tliem 
we  shall  all  be  appreciated,  sooner  or  later,  for  what 
intellectually  and   morally  we  are  worth.    For 
myself,  I  wish  never  lo  be  appreciated  above  my 
true  estimate,  and  I  fear  not,  that  I  shall,  for  any 
great  length  of  lime,  stand  below  it.    With  re- 
spect to  tne  Administration,  sir,  I  intimated  no 
motive  without  statinif  thefacts  but  of  which  my 
conclusioos  grew.    Berond   the  limii  of  these 
facis,and  the  extent  of  tnose  conclusions,  I  pressed 
none  of  my  observations.    As  far  ai  this,  I  had 
not  only  a  right,  but  it  was  my  doty  lo  advance. 
If  genilemen  expect  to  prevent  investigations  ot 
public  men  and  public  measures,  Conducted  ott 
such  principles,  by  personal  in  veetives,.thc  n&ture 
and  tendency  of  which  are  Ion  obvious  to  be  mia- 
under^lond,  sofar  as  respects  myself  individually, 
they  have  mistaken  their  weapons  and  their  an- 
tagonist.    It  is  a  choice  satisfaction  of  my  mind, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  individual,  how- 
ever malignant,  (should  such  a  character  evei 
appear  on  this  floor,)  long  lo  injure  the  reputation 
of  any  one  whose  private  or  public  life  does  not 
co-operate  with  their  malevolent  ihtentians:  and 
r  assure  the  genileman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  J&ck- 
BON,)  and  every  gentleman  who  aas  spoken,  that 
I  shall  never  he  a  half-worker  with  them,  proba- 
bly in  anything,  hut  certainly  not  in  the  aiiempi 
to  injure  my  own  character.     The  sting  of  satire 
is  in   ihe  truth  of  remark.     The  keeanesa  of  as- 
perity is  in  the  justness  of  the  appiicstioD.  Where 
these  fail,  the  sped  arrow  cuts  the  air  hmrtnless. 

It  is  not  my  intention  long  to  detain  the  House 
in  the  remarks  I  have  to  offer.  Towards  those 
who  have  attempted  to  treat  me  with  personal 
severity,  I  feel  no  passion.  If  their  cause  need 
such  auxiliaries,  I  can  only  piiy  them,  and  re- 

t'oice  ihal  such  a  cause  is  not  mine.  My  hooora- 
>le  colleague,  (Mr.  Baooh,)  in  commeqiiog  upon 
my  remarks  concetniog  the  disposition  of  this 
Honse  to  go  to  war,'was  pleased  to  represent  me 
as  disparaging  the  resources  of  my  country,  and 
as  speaking  as  if  we  could  not  maintain  a  contest 
with  France  or  Great  Britain;  or,  if  occasion 
called,  with  both  of  them  together.      Certainly, 
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tueb  was  oeiiher  my  iatention  nor  thie  lendetic^ 
of  my  remarks.  I  was  speaking  of  ihe  dinposi- 
tioD  of  ihe  JDajoritf  of  this  House,  as  eriiieQced 
by  their  language  aud  preparatEon!,  and  uot  at 
all  coDcemiDg  ihe  resources  of  ihis  couniry  when 
efficiently  cBlTed  ioio  action.  It  appeared  to  me. 
from  aU  the  obserraiiona  I  could  make,  and  so 
appearing,  I  thoueht  it  was  my  duly  (o  stale  it  to 
the  people,  that  all  the  elaiiior  about  war.  bo  osteO' 
laiionsly  made  upoa  (his  fioor,  was  Dothing  else 
than  *  meaD  used  to  indoce  the  mass  of  our  fel- 
low-citiica<,  llirough  dread  of  the  horrors  of  war, 
to  endure  still  looger  the  embargo;  (bat  a  coniin- 
uaoce  of  this  measure  wan  the  unalterable  deler^ 
miiMtion  of  Admitiistralioti,  and  that  all  the  ap- 
plication of  our  resources,  and  all  the  apparent 
preparaliou  wai  directed  either  tojiover  Ibac  de- 
lermiDatioQ,  or  to  fortify  that  measure.  This  was 
the  leading  position  which  I  took,  and  attempted 
to  maiuiaiD.  Wbeo  I  hear  tnen  talk  about  going 
to  war  with  three  millions  of  dollars  in  ibe  Treas- 
nry— [Mr.  G.  W.  C*>ieBELL  said  there  were  six- 
teen millions  in  the  Treasury.]  Yes,  sir,  there 
are  sizieeu  millloDs  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  tells  yoo,  that  thirteen 
millions  out  of  these  sixteen,  are  already  pledged, 
for  tl^e  eipeoies  of  the  year,  f6r  the  appropria- 
tions already  made,  and  for  the  usual  annual  esii- 
matei.  Now,  if  a  man,  at  (he  beginning  of  a 
year,  has  liiteen  miilioirs  in  his  poclfet,  aud  bas 
already  undertaken  to  pay,  in  the  course  of  it, 
thirteen  millions,  1  do  humbly  conceive  that  he 
bas  bat  three  millions  upon  which  he  cau  rely  to 
ineel  any  extraordinary  expenditure.  Indeed  this 
is  the  express  declaralion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  tells  us  in  so  many  words,  that 
there  )■  "a  surplus  only  of  three  niillioas  of  dol- 
lar* for  defraying  all  the  expenses  incideat  to  a 
stale  of  actual  war,  or  of  preparatiuni  for  war." 
Now,  when  1  seeiDniy  these  three  millions  effect- 
iTe,  m  your  Treasury,  all  your  revenue  from  com- 
merce gone,  no  preparations  for  loans,  no  plan 
devised,  or  pretended  to  be  in  train,  i,o  obtain  new 
soorces  of  rerenue,  bow  is  it  possible  that  I  can 
believe  thai' it  is  in  the  contemplation  of  this 
House  to  plunge  into  war?  I  caniiot  believe  it, 
nor  refrain  from  staling  this  impression  to  the 
people,  that  all  this  clamor  about  war  is  a  pre* 
tenee,  under  which,  and  under  the  fears  which 
war  naiu'rally  excites,  to  riret  this  destructive 
embargo  upon  the  country.  How  is  il  possible 
to  read  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  not  inevitably  reach  that  conclu- 
sion?  In  his  annual  report  that  officer  tells  ds 
expressly,  that  "iF,  however,  the  embargo  and 
'  iton-intercoar.>e  are  to  have  equal  continuance 
'  wth  the  belligerent  edicts,  indefinite  as  that  is; 
'  if  it  be  determined  to  fely  exclusively  on  that 
'  measure,  and,  at  all  events,  not  to  risk  a  war  on 
'  accotini  of  those  aggressions,  preparations  for  war 
'-will  become  useless,  and  ifie  eilrAordinary  ex- 
'  penaea  need  not  be  incurred.  In  that  case,  the 
'  ezreoditure  for  the  year  1809  ought  not  to  ex- 
'  eecd  the  sara  of  thirteeh  millions  of  dollars, 
'  iwhieb,  as  has  been  stated,  is  requisite  for  the 
'  support  of  the  present  establish  men  t."    And 


again  :  "It  is  certainly  only  with  a  view  to  war. 
'  'ler  immediate  or  contemplaledj  tbnt  it  will 
'  become  necessary  to  resort,  at  least  to  any  con- 
'  siderable«x[eiii,  toeiiraotdiiiary  sources  of  sup- 

fly."     Now,  sir,  when  a  most  influential  officer 
this  Government,  no  less  iban  the  head  of  the 


'  when  he  also 


'  case  of  war,  new  resources,  to  a 
'  ascertained,  must  be  resorted  to 
tells  us,  that  "  if  non-intercourse  and  eraharffo  are 
'  to  have  an  indefinite  continuance,  it  will  not 
■  become  necessary  to  resort,  at  least  to  any  con- 
'  siderable  extent,  to  extraordinary  sources  of  sup- 
'  ply;  fJKh  resort  bting  only  necessary  in  case  of 
'war.  immediate,  or  contemplated;"  and  when 
this  House  do  nut  provide  any  new  resources, 
either  of  loans  or  revenues;  when  it  leaves  the 
Treasury  in  that  state  in  which  the  Secretary 
tells  us  il  may  be  left,  in  case  indefinite  non- 
intercourse  and  embargo  are  resolved  upon,  and 
precisely  in  that  state  in  which  the  same  Secre'  ' 
tary  tells  us  it  must  not  be  left,  in  case  war  be 
the  determination;  how  is  it  possible  that  any 
other  conclusion  can  be  imagined  than  this,  that 
war  is  not,  hut  that  an  indemiite  embargo  is, con- 
templated 1  Sir,  these  are  eonclusions  concern- 
ing intentions  from  public  documents  compared 
with  [fublic  conduct.  If  gentlemen  choose  to  fly 
into  a  passion  on  every  such  exposition,  all  I  can 
say  is,  that  I  shall  not  follow  their  example,  nor 
be  deterred  by  their  exhibition  of  wounded  feel- 
ings, from  performing  an  official  duty.  An  at- 
tempt has  been  maile  to  pervert  an  observation  of 
mine  so  as  to  imply  a  doubt  of  the  courage  of  the 
officers  appointed  to  the  new  Army.  Nothing 
could  be  more  unfounded  than  such  an  attempt. 
Concerning  few  of  those  appoiolmeots  do  1  know 
anything;  and  of  those  few  officers  with  whom 
I  have  personal  acquaintance,  there  are  some  in 
the  propriety  of  whose  appointment  I  certainly 
concur.  The  only  tendency  of  my  argument  was 
to  show  that  a  party  army,  whose  officers  were 
exclusively  taken  from  a  prevailing  sect,  was  uot 
likely  lo  produce  that  union  to  which  gentlemen 
so  anxiously  invited.  If  a  foreign  war  was  seri- 
ously contemplated,  the  necessity  of  an  union 
among  all  parties,  would  induce  oaWrally,  as  I 
Ihougbt,  a  di^erent  course  of  conduct.  Such  a 
course  as,  by  practically  removing  party  distinc- 
tions, woula  unite  all  in  that  common  confidence 
which  is  the  only  assurance  of  strength  and  vigor 
in  hostile  operations.  When  I  found  the  princi- 
ple of  party  exclusion  adopted  as  the  rule  of  ap- 
pointments, the  conclusion  1  drew  from  the  fact 
was,  that  the  Army  was  destined  only  lo  efiecl 
party  purposes,  and  tlol  at  all  to  meet  a  common 
enemy — tor,  with  all  the  prejudices  which  exist 
against  Federal  men,  as  they  are  called,  there  is 
no  need  of  argument  to  convince  even  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  that  they  are,  in  general, 
men.  who,  when  their  country  is  in  danger,  will 
be'found  and  will  be  trusted,  in  the  front  ranks  of 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jacksou) 
asked  ifl  intended  to  represent  this  House  as  the 
I  dupe  of  the  Executive;    Certainly  I  drew  no  con- 
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elusion  of  (thai  kind.  But,  sir,  wiib  Kspsoi  to 
this  House,  I  conf^s  I  know  not  bow  lo  eiprew 
m^  opinion.  To  ray  mind,  it  is  a  paliiieal  nou- 
descnpi.  It  Hcli,  ind  reasons,  and  voles,  and  pei' 
forma  all  the  operalions  of  an  animaied  being, 
and  yel,  jud^ioa  Crom  mv  own  peraepiiona,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  concluJiog  ibal  all  great 
political  questions  are  set  tied  somewbere  elte 
Other  ibao  on  ibis  floor.  [The  Speikeb  remark- 
ed, that  it  wbh  wholly  improper  to  make  refleC' 
tions  on  the  Houie.]  If  the  Speaker  means  that 
I  have  not  aright  to  state  fuels,  aod  leave  the 
people  to  mnkc  reflections  upon  them,  I  muil  ap- 
peal tVom  his  decision.  [The  Sr-EAKEHsaid  that 
It  was  nut  wilhio  the  rules  of  Parliameniary  pro- 
ceeding 10  permit  a  gentleman  oa  ibe  floor  to 
accuse  the  House  of  improper  motives,]  I  am 
saying  nothing  about  motives.  In  reply  lo  a 
gentleman,  who  asks  how  I  intended  to  repieiCQi 
ihe  House,  I  am  only  about  to  describe  what  I 
know  coocarning  it,  and  to  show  how  I  arrived 
at  (he  conclusion,  thai  greal  political  questions 
were  settled  somewhere  else,  other  than  on  this 
floor.  The  fact  to  wbicb  I  allude  happened  on 
the  day  when  the  enforcing'  embargo  law  passed. 
On  that  day,  before  ibe  House  was  called  into 
a  Cominitiee  of  the  Whole  upon  the  bill,  I  was 
informed  that  it  had  been  resolved  somewhere,  I 
know  not  where,  nor  by  whom,  thai  the  House 
should  be  called  into  Commiuee  oflhe  Wholeim- 
mediatelyupon  that  bill— thai ii  was  to  be  passed 
.  in  one  day  through  all  the  remaining  stages— that 
ihe  bill  was  theii  actually  engrossed,  orengross- 
'  log,  aoti  thai  after  it  t^as  so  passed,  a  bill  was  lo 
be  proposed  aod  passed  for  calling  an  extraordi- 
nary session  of  Congress  in  May  next.  This  was 
stated  lo  me,  previous  to  the  goin^  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  enforcing  embargo 
hill,  as  the  course   settled.      Well— what  hap- 

Eeoed?  Why,  agreeably  lo  ihe  information  I 
ad  received,  we  were  immediately  called  into  a 
Comraiiiee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill.  We  did 
pass  it,  through  all  the  remaining  stages  at  oVie 
session,  DUtwiibstaodinx  the  multitude  of  il<i  pro- 
visions, (be  greatness  of  the  principle  and  coose- 
q'lences  i(  iavolved.  So  far  my  previous  infoi- 
maiionproved  correct.  I(  will  also  be  recollected, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  nocturual  session  on  that 
bill,  the  gentleman  fromPennsylvaoia  (Mr.  Shi- 
lie)  did  slate  it  as  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
k  bill  for  a  meeting  of  Congres!.  in  May,  and  ac- 
cordingly, the  nexi  day  he  introduced  tbemoiion, 
wbich  wai  (he  foundation  of  the  presant  bill. 
Thus  again  myprevious  informalion  was  proved 
.  by  Ibe  event  accurate.  The  mioutenesx  of  ibis 
prophecy,  aod  ibe  precision  of  its  fulSllment, 
aatisfies  my  mind  of  the  correcmesi  of  the  opin- 
ion before  stated,  that  although  we  deb»[e  great 
questions  oo  (his  floor,  that  tliey  are  sometimes, 
at  least,  settled  somewhere  else.  A  circumstance 
strongly  corroborative  of  this  opipion  is  a  fact, 
wbich  happened  in  (be  debate  on 'motion  for  the 
committee  of  inquiry,  which  preceded  this  bill. 
The  idea  of  ft  session  in  May,  was  strongly  op- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAsia.).    la  reply  to  whom,  my 


colleague  (Mr.  Bacon)  expressed  his  surprise  at 
his  opposiiioo,  and  said  expressly,  "that  he  had 
'given  some  votes,  in  the  understanding  that 
'  there  was  (o  be  an  extra  scfiion  ia  May  ;  that, 
'  if  tbeie  was  not,  all  he  could  say,  for  one,  was, 
'  thai  he  was  taken  in."  fMi.  Bacon  said,  that 
be  meant  only  to  be  understood  as  having  given 
such  voles,  from  his  own  impression  that  there 
would  be  an  extra  session,  and  not  intentiing  lo 
express  any  previous  asrevment.]  If  aacb  WVre 
the  iD(enlion  of  my  colleague,  I  do  not  wish  to 
avail  myseirof  the  peculiarity  of  (he  exptession. 
At  the  lime  of  bis  uiiering  it,  I  did  consider  it  as 
a  strong  corroborative  circumstance  of  the  fact, 
ihat  all  (be  proceedings  concerning  (he  enforcing 
embargo  law  and  the  new  session  had  been  ar- 
ranged somewhere  else,  previous  to  their  being 
brought  into  debate  on  ibis  floor.  Indeed,  bow 
is  it  possible  for  any  man  to  believe  giherwise, 
when  he  considers,  a^d  not  only  the  previous  in- 
formalion received,  which  could  hardly  have 
been  so  minutely  fulfilled,  unless  such  previous 
agreemea[  subsis(ed,  and  also,  when  he  consider* 
the  rapid  and  unexampled  manner,  in  which  it 
was  pcassed  through  all  iis  stages,  ooiwiihstand- 
ingall  tbeTiolenGeor[heoppo«[ion,  and  the  solid 
arguments  urged  against  its  principles  1 
While  oj     ■■    -     ■     '  ..?:■- 


tefr^i 


from  oV 


lopic,  I  c 
serving  oo  a  remark  made  by  ibe  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.)  U* 
Slid  the  minority  bad  oo  right  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  eDiorciog  embargo  law 
was  passed,  inasmuch  as  that  (hey  had  suffered  it 
(ogo  (hrbugh  the  Commidee  of  [h<t  Whole  with- 
out a  single  observation.  Id  repl^,  i  must  de- 
clare ihatl  do  complain  that  our  privileges  weia 
violated.  I  maintain  ibat  it  is  a  righi  which  be- 
longs to  every  member  of  this  House  to  have  a  fair 
aod  suitable  opportunity  of  debating  every  quefr- 
lioQ  of  great  national  importance;  .tbat^  unless  he 
has  previoos  notice,  |hai  ii  is  the  intentios  of  the 
majority  to. deviate  from  the  usual  course  of  busi- 
ness, he  has  a  right  to  choose  (hat  stage  of  ihe 
bill  in  which  be  conceives  his  objections  lo  il  can 
be  most  forcibly  urged:  Upon  the  question  of 
engrossment,  or  upon  that  of  the  final  passage,  he 
has  a  right  to  have  a  fair  opportunity  to  be  heard; 
for,  at  these  stages,  the  great  principles  of  the  bill 
can  be  the  most  advantageously  discussed.  Now, 
we  had  not  such  an  oppnrluniiy  upon  either  ihe 
engrossment  or  final  passage  of  ibe  eaforeiog  em- 
bargo law.  In  this  instance  I  do  not  hesiiale  i« 
say,  that  the  ri^hisof  the  membem  of  this  House, 
and,  through  them,  the  tights  of  this  people,  were 
grossly  violated.  Who  could  have  possibly  ima- 
gined that  a  bill  of  the  length  and  importance  of 
Ihe  enforcing  embargo  law,  consideria^  also  ihe 
state  of  feeling  manifested  ia  some  parts  of  the 
country  in  relaiion  to  thai  subject,  coulil  have 
been  permitted  to  go  from  a  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole,  ihrough  iti  flnal  passage,  ai  one  siiiing  ? 
UpoO'tbat  law  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  have 
expressed  my  sentiments.  1  bad  taken  occasion, 
wliei>  the  resolution  for  the  raising  of  fifiy  ihoa- 
send  voluoleers  was  Under  debate,  to  stale  a  Coa- 
EtiiutionaL  objection  lo  the  previous  supplement- 
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■ry  emturgo  lanw,  to  which  I  could  find,  in  my 
miDd.  DO  ■nejirer.  I  had  hoped  soins  gentknuiD 
would  have  eondeaeended  lo  reply  to  tliai  objeo- 
tioD,  but  DO  notice  had  been  taken,  except  by  the 
geatlemao  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Epfes,)  who  osly 
BuertFd  thai  similar  powers  to  those  to  nhich  I 
had  objectedj  had  beeo  erercised  uodet  precediog 
AdiniDisiiatioBB,  v 

Mr.  &PFES  inquired  whether  Mr.  Q.niKaT-waa 
inorderlo  discassabill  which  wai already  passed, 
nnder  a  queMioo  like  that  now  before  the  Hohm. 

The  Sj-GAEEit  decided  that  he  was. 

Mr.  Epfe»  appealed  rrom  his  deeiiion. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  wiihed  that  the  ^ntle- 
msD  from  Masiachusells  might  be  permitted  to 
fo  on ;  and  said  be,  if  there  h?  not  talent  enough 
ID  the  HoDse  to  refute  his  arguments,  in  the  name 
of  Qod,  let  us  EiBDd  convicted. 

Mr.  Eppbb  withdrew  hi*  appeal. 

Mr.  GiBDBNiEii  atked  whether  it  was  consiit- 
eoi  with  the  rules  of  the  House  that,  when  the 
Speaker  bad  ^ctded  a  question  of  order,  and  an 
appeal  had  baeo  made  from  his  deciiiion  on  the 
application  of  any  gentleman,  iha  member  appeal- 
ins  bad  B  right  to  withdraw  bis  appeall 

The  Bpsaeeh  said  that,  according  to  qsual  par- 
liamentary proceediogs,  it  was  correct. 

Mr.  ftoiNpr  continued. — I  did  not  intend  to 
the  enforci 
..  .      „  ,      -  -       'iog  my  sense 

of  the  TiclaiioD  of  the  'rights  of  the  membefs  on 
that  occasion,  by-  showiVg  that  I  had  been  pre- 
cluded from  urgioff  the  objections  Iwaa  prepared 
10  offer  against  it  inroogh  the  lateness  of  the  hoar 
and  tbe  utter  incorapeteocy  of  all,  after  the  fatigue 
of  ergfateen  hour*  oaioierrupted  setiion,  either  lo 
hear  or  to  speak  upon  any  sabjeei.  The  Co«sti- 
tn  t  ion  a  1  objections  to  ihit  bill  were  greet,  and,  as 
I  believe,  uaanawarable.  The  haste  with  whioh 
it  wtts  paued,  and  the  little  opporinnity  given  fot- 
disenasioa  of  its  principles,  were  little  adapted  to 
niiofy  the  pDhlJelbat  the  bill  would  bear  a  thor- 
ough eiamiaation.  The  conneiion  of  tfai  '' 
aervatioDs  with  ihe  hill  under  debate,  i*  in 
■nd  pftlpable.  The  reasons  1  arge  against  this 
bill  an,  that  by  providing  for  a  mcetin{[  of  Con- 
gress in  Mayi  wiihotti  providing  a  limitation  of 
the  embargo  law,  you,  in  fact,  leave  the  next 
Ctingress.  in  tbe  samt  bonds  lo  the  Bxecuiive 
power,  in  which  this  House  at  present  stands; 
that,  if  iX  he  yonr  real  inteotton  to  raise  the  em- 
bargo after  May,  a*  this  extra  session  seems  in- 
tended to  intimnie  lo  the  people,  you  oogbr  at 
oDce  to  limit  it,  otherwise  tbe  people  oog at  not 
to  beiaiit&ed;  botio  ezamino  into  the  Constitu- 
tional objections  to  tho>e  law* :  if  ibese  appear  to 
the  people  and  to  the  State  Legislatures  as  they 
do  lo  my  mind,  il  is  their  duty — to  do  what  1  To 
riiie  in  insnrreeiion  T  No,  sir.  To  break  the  bonds 
of  union  1  No,  sir;  bat  to  take  the  Consiitutiira, 
tbftt  great  charter  of  their  liberties,  into  iheir  con- 
•idcmtion,  and  lo  strengthen  and  support  it*  prin- 
ciples by  vindicating  them  from  violation.  Oo 
gentlenMo  really  think  it  "treason"  to  invite  in- 
lelligeoi  mra,  tbe  natural  gnardiain  of  their  oWn 
and  of  Uh  people's  righta,  to  uke  you  lawa  and 


Wei 


a  them  to  tbe  touchstone  of  tbe  Consiiiu 


■.  if  ihrs 


liberty  belong  dqI  to  os.  Sir,  we  perform  a  high 
and  imperious  duty,  when  those  who  believe  that 
the  Constitution  is  violated,  say  to  the  people  ihat 
such  i*  their  opinion,  and  call  them  lo  an  exami- 
oaiiODof  your  laws  with  th'hl  reference.  All  we 
say  lo  them  is,  put  not  off  this  inquiry  until  June, 
under  the  apprehension  the  embargo  will  then  be 
removed.  Look  to  yonr  rights;  if  they  are  vio- 
lated, remonsttate.  Maintain  the  only  bond  of 
your  union,  tbe  Constitution;  let  it  not  be  broken 
for  the  purpose  of  making  of  its  commercial  pow- 
er an  instrument  of  hostility;  for  such  a  purpose 
the  commercial  power  was  never  eranted.  Qen- 
tlemeoMrive  to  represent  those  who  use  this  lan- 
guage as  hostile  to  the  Union:  nothine  can  be 
less  founded  in  truth.  Hostility  It  may  be  to  the 
principles  of  an  Administration  which,  for.thn 
sake  of  maintaininR  a  favorite  system,  seem  to 
VBJoc  a*  nolhing  all  those  Constitutional  princi- 
ples which  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  erected  as 
barriers  roand  our  liberties.  Suppose  the  present 
or  any  future  Congress  to  pass  any  law,  not  only 
manifestly  nocoostitutional,  but  so  oppressive 
upon  the  mass  of  the  peuple  that  it  is  impossible 
to  wail  upon  the  slow  processes  of  the  Judiciary. 
Tbe  case  may  certainly  be  supposed.  I  ask,  what 
is  tbe  remedy  1  Can  rhere  be  any  other  than  Con- 
stitstional  remonstrance  ?  And  bdw  can  this  be 
effected  but  by  cBlling  the  people  to  examine 
their  rights,  and  tbe  alleged  invasion  ofihem? 
With  respeci  to  the  feeliags  and  sentiments  rela- 
tive to  1  hose  laws  in  the  pnri  of  the  coon  try  which 
I  represent,  I  do  not  believe  that  this  House  real- 
izas  the  naitite  and  extent  of  them.  The  doubt 
coneerninff  their  constitutionality  ii  not  confined 
to  men  of  one  particular  party.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  thai  b  very  great  numW  of  the  iotelligeot 
men  who  are  supposed  to  differ  from  me  in  polit- 
ical seottmenia,  do  agree  in  questioning  iheir  va> 
lidity.  I  feel,  ns  stroagly  as  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Bacok.)  tbe  hazardous  nainre  of  the  present 
crisis.  A  course  of  events  is  advancing  apon  ui. 
which,  I  feat  feo  human  power  can  control ;  and 
in  what  It  will  terminate  certainly  no  bumaik 
foresight  can  tell.  But  this  crisis  in  not  to  be 
evaded  by  tampering  with  it,  nor  by  obstinate  ad- 
herence to  the  system  which  is  the  ori|;in  of  thia 
Let  this  scheme  of  coercion  be  ab- 


dicated—if  it  be  t 
erament  designate  the  i 
to  fight,  abow  the  jnstie 
and  bring  the 


T'8° 


3  war — let  Qvr- 


with  whom  We  i 

and  policy  of  hostilities, 

of  the  nation  iato  ope~ 


But  1  conjare  gentlemen  not  to  sport  with  the 
present  state  of  things.  1  know  there  doea  exist 
ID  tbe  majority  of  Ibis  House  aa  honest  miiiake 
concerning  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  the 
Basiern  Slates.  It  is  thought  that  discooientwith 
the  embargo  arises  solely  from  party  opposition. 
Let  me  assure  gentlemen  t  heoaae'is  far  mherwise. 
Oa  this  account  have  I  spoken  ;  genileroen  think 
lhat  the  hope  of  a  sewaioo  in  May  will  give  con- 
tent to  that  people.  Be  assured  it  will  not ;  ihe^ 
bftve  loo  -deap  and  uniTeta&l  ■&  Jnicteat  ia  tbw 
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subject  10  be  deluded  into  a  postponernent  or  tbe 
consideraiioD  of  their  Consiitutionai  rigbts.  If 
CoDgress  rise  wilbouc  liinitiag  tlie  fmbareo,  (hej' 
will  Dot  liave  reason  lo  eipect  in  repeal  in  May. 
nor  will  ibey  act  oa  tbat  ezpeciatioD.  When  the 
lessioQ  IQ  May  arrives,  there  will  be  noibing  to 
cbooae  between  but  the  old  altematiTes,  embargo 
or  war  }  aDd  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  eont' 
tbe  present  system  six  months  longer.  Nc 
do  not  believe  it  is  wiihio  tbe  physical  power  of 
New  England  lo  endure  it  for  (hat  period. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he  rose  to  make 
few  obserTatioDs  in  relation  lo  his  individual 
conduct  on  the  subject  of  the  supplemeaiary 
bargo  law,  as  the  geoiteman  bad  said  tbat  hi* 
rignlB,  and  through  him  tbe  rights  of  the  people, 
bad  been  violated.  The  geatlemeu  seemed  to 
charge  ihe  majariiy  of  the  House,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
and  lae  as  one  of  that  uajoriiy,  as  having  had  ai 
underBUoding  out  of  door^  thai  we  would  pass  ibi 
bill  through  at  one  seision.  [Mr.  ^dinct  said 
.that  he  hail  not  ooa.ijdered  (he  geoilemao  as  one 
of  the  igajoriiy.}  I  am  rety  glad  that  the  gea- 
tleman  exempts  me;  but  in  justice  to  the  majo- 
rity with  whom  I  acted,  I  feel  myself  compelled 
lo  make  a  few  remarks.  That  gentleman  ought 
lo  be  the  last. man  i(i  this  House  to  make  the  ac- 
cusation which  he  has  maik.  The  genileibaa 
himself  has  eommeoced  the  custom  of  introduc- 
ing private  coaversations  before  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  therefi>re  I  raay  be  perniiiled  to  refer  to  them 
Tbe  geallemau  did  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  Sre- 
side,  advocate  tbe  English  parliameiitary  mod* 
of  proceeding;  and  declared  that  we  must  adopi 
the  plan  of  fiilag  a  day  for  taking  the  question 
and  silting  it  out.  Now,  sir,  when  the  geatleman 
advocates  that  practice,  how  can  he  say  tbat  his 
rights  are  injured?  So  far  as  I  know  anything 
about  tbat  question,  1  do  believe  that  there  was 
no  understanding,  If  you  will  cast. your  mind 
back  to  the  day  previous  to  the  day's  session 
ferred  to,  a  celebrated  motion  of  a  gentjei 
from  Vermont  (Mr.  Chittenden)  to  repeal  the 
embargo  laws  was  moved  for,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  lake  It  up.  When  we  got  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole,  sir,  we  could  not  do  anything ;  we 
Vere  compelled  to  dissolve  tbe  Committee ;  we 
could  not  keep  a  quorum  to  do  the  thing  which 
W,o  had  taken  the  yeai  and  Days  seven  different 
times  to  get  au  What  next,  sir  T  Did  not  gen- 
Jlemen  on  the  opposite  side  come  here  the  next 
xlay  with  a  perfect  willingness  losil  out  the  ques- 
tion. .1  never  heard  a  whisper  of  sitting  out  the 
4)UeElion  till  that  kind  of  conduct  was  adopted 
which  was  calculated  to  leach  the  majority  now 
to  act.  Qfuilemen  in  the  minority  all  went  to 
dinner,  leaving  ooe  gentleman  behind  them  to 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  make  motions  till 
ihey  came  back.  They  really  forced  us  to  ic,8ir. 
,  They  made  their  preparaiiona;  and  accordingly 
ihey  bad  everything  bae  necessary  to  support 
them  tbfough  this  fiery  trial.  They  had  all  the' 
food  things  of  this  life  brought  here  for  ibcir 
auppers.  When  tbat  course  of  proceeding  was 
adopted,  (here  was  a  kind  of  instantaneous  detei' 
miDBiion  of  the  majotiiy  of  the  House  to  take 


(he  question.  The  first  man  who  a(igge9(ed  ibe 
idea  lo  -me  was  a  gentleman  who  was  disposed 
not  10  sit  it  out.  And  what  is  this  mighty  charge 
which  the  gentleman  has  made  i  That  the  bill 
was  pasaed  through  the  House  at  one  sessioa.  I 
deny  it,  sir.  The  bill  had  been  before  you  many 
days.  It  was  discussed  one  entire  day  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  recommitted.  Tke 
ameodmeniB  reported  by  the  select  committee 
lay  DD  the  table  at  least  three  day* ;  and  thequn- 
lion  would  not  IbenliaTe  been  taken  but  for  ike 
determinaiion  of  the  opponents  of  the  bill  that 
tbe  question  atiould  not  he  taken.  I  speak  what 
every  gentleman  must  be  sensible  is  true.  And 
yet,  sir,  the  nation  is  to  be  (old  that  its  dearest 
rights  were  violated  by  passing  through  a  bill  at 
one  session.  You  know.  Mr.  Speaker,  that  sucb 
i«  not  the  fact;  that  the  bill  had  beea  under  dia- 
cussion  several  days,  and  the  subject  of  it  for 
many  weeks.  It  is  still  more  strange  ibiC  tbese 
sort  of  objeclioas  should  come  from  a  quarter  of 
the  House  which  believes  that  the  interest  of  tbe 
nation  would  be  promoted  by  the  adoption  of  the 

nrliameniary  praclieei  No  gentleman  opennl 
I  Hps  to  discuss  the  prorisious  of  the  bill  wliere 
they  ought  to  have  been  discussed,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  The  passage  of  it  in  one  sessioa 
is  made  suirh  a  mottslrous  bugbear,- when  not 
one  syllable  was  iiaid  against  it  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  !  There  was  a  propriety— I  raay  say 
an  imperious  necessity  that  the  biJl  should  hie 
pas.<^eii  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  resulting  from 
the  circumstance  that  in  none  of  the  preceding 
supplementary  acts  was  there  a  provision  tequit- 
ing  certain  vessels  sailing  coastwise  lo  give  bond. 
The  omission,  thongh  glaring,  was  not  perceived 
wheii  the  lust'supplementary  bill  passed.  IT  yon 
will  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he 
will  inform  you  thatwe  were  losing  from  twentj 
to  thirty  vessels  a  week  ia  consequence  of  this 
single  loophole.  This  was  an  imperious  reason 
why  the  House  should  act  on  ihe  subject  imme- 
diately ;  and  when  the  House  met  that  morning 
there  was  no  disposition  to  force  a  ()ttestioB  oa  it 
had  not  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  picpateil 
themselves  for  a  long  scfsjon.  Why,  sir,  tbe 
night  before,  when  (he  Comm)((ee  of  the  Wbok 
on  tbe  celebrated  resolutiou  of  a  geallemaa  froia 
Vermont  was  broken  up  for.  want  of  a  quorum, 
as  I  was  going  home,  I  met  some  of  the  gentle- 
men in  the  minority  coming  back — "  What,  (saii 
one,)  have  you  adjourned  1  we  have  been  home, 
and  bracing  up ;  we  have  bad  plenty  of  good  wine, 
and  were  going  back  to  sit  you  out."  And  new, 
forsooth,  the  geollemen  accuse   ua   of  precipi- 

Mr.  J.  O.  Jaoeson  aaid  h«  rose  to  notice  some 
of  the  abaervatioBs  made  by  the  geaileman  Irom 
MassaehutetiB  to-day,  which  were  calculated  te 
do  away  the  highly  repreheasible  remarks  he 
made  on  yesterday.  Yet  nolnilhstnoding  the 
avoved  object,  he  had  indulged  himself  in  fur- 
ther animadversions,  and  added  to  that  feeling 
which  had  been  ao  unjustifiably  excited.  The 
genilemaa  commenced  by  asking  irbeiher  the 
ground  which  he  occupied  was  aoUd ;  whether  it 
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WDuld  bear  (be  setuIiniziD^  eye  of  refleclfon. 
And  what  wss  his  ground,  sir  ?  II  was  this :  thai 
the  House  had  acted  ander  a  deception,  toaeliin); 
themoiiiesof  the  Administralion  in  recoiftmeDd- 
iug  the  embargo.  Sir,  1  answer,  that  the  ground 
is  Dui  solid;  it  is  a  quigmire.in  which  every 
pluQge  he  makes  sinks  him  still  deefwr,  until  he 
la  swallowed  up  with  ignominy,  exciting  no  com- 
passion for  his  fate;  and  yet  he  complains  of  the 
scTerity  of  the  style  with  which  his  remarks  were 
treated.  Sir^  it  was  proper  that  so  infamous  a 
charge,  coming  from  a  qoarler  like  that,  where 
submission  la  everything,  apd  resistance  to  nO' 
thing  is  characterisiJc.  should  be  repelled  in  the 
way  it  was ;  it  was  too  gross  a  censure,, loo  flagi- 
tious a  libel  to  pass  with  impunityj  notwithsiaud- 
iog  it  was  uitered  in  this  sanctuary,  whose  secu- 
rity the  gentleman  has  carefuily  availed  himself 
of,  and  which  be  interposes  as  a  shield  to  his  das- 
tardly attacks.  We  were  imposed  upon,  he  al- 
lies, touching  the  motives  of  Adminiairation, 
mnd  were  instrumental  in  deceiving  the  people; 
and  yei,  tools uid  sycophants  that  weRre,he  will 
aot  test  until  he  drags  us  before  the  nation,  and 
exposes  us  to  its  vengeance.  When  to  ell  this 
abuse  it  is  added,  that  we  are  caught  in  the  toils 
of  a  narrow  policy  which  we  persist  Id  from  mere 
shame — thai  we  wanted  to  friehlen  Mr.  Rose — 
cau  ourselves  into  the  arms  of  Bonaparte — Join 
the  coaliiioD  against  England.  When  such  ac- 
CUsalioDs  are  made  here,  and  gentlemen  feel 
TTOUUded  at  tbe  unjust  imputations,  I  ask,  sir, 
onght  they  not  to  inflict  a  iiule  wholesome  chas- 
tisement on  the  author  by  Casting  the  foul  charges 
back  it)  the  teeth  of  him  who  made  them  ?  If  any 
gentleman  thinks  it  no  insult  to  he  accused  of 
political  imposture,  avowing  ostensible  motives 
mconslstent  with  the  real  ones,  1  am  proud-to  dif- 
fer from  liim.  I  have  this  morning  endeavored 
to  show  that  the  charges  were  false, and  whether 
I  have  succeeded  or  not  I  am  willing  to  leave  to 
others;  I  heartily  join  in  the  appeal  to  their  de- 
cision. But.  the' gentleman  says,  the  "bearing" 
of  his  krgument  was  not  noticed  by  any  one  ex- 
cept bis  colleague.  The  answer  of  his  honorable 
colleague  was  confined  esclusively  to  the  ten- 
dency of  such  revolutionizing,  heart-burning  ap- 
peals to  the  peo|rfe,  having  for  their  object  faostrle 
oppotitiOQ  10  the  laws  enacted  by  this  Qovern- 
ment.  Thus,  sir,  by  this  confession  his  motives 
are  exposed  to  the  world,  for  that  wis  the  'bear- 
iog"  which  the  aentJeman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  BAcoit)  so  eloqaenity  noticed.  The  gentle- 
man ulked  of  "Billingsgate  r'  and  pray,  sir,  if  it 
does  not  consist  in  abusing  the  President  of  the 
Coited  State*  under  the  privileges  of  this  Hou.te 
accuiing  him  of  duplicity,  political  perfidy,  ana 
falMbood,  in  what  does  it  consUtt  The  gentle- 
miD  himself  indulged  in  an  "ale-house  ^ang," 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  this  House;  for  the 
Kxeeuiive  of  this  nation,  as  such,  is  entitled  to 
respect,  and  ii  is  scaodalous  here,  covered  by  the 
canopy  of  the  Constitution,  to  assail  his  reputa- 
tion, aeeuse,  try,  condemn,  and  execute  it  in  one 
breath.  Bat  the  gentleman  says  he  shrinks  not 
rrom  comparison  with  anyone.    Sir,  most  cer- 


tainly he  can  lose  nothing  on  comparison  with 
any  man  ;  not  withstanding  he  would  gain  much 
by  comparing  him  with  a  gentleman.  He  has 
made  attacks  on  the  Executive  aod  this  House 
which  1  have  eiideavored  to  prove  were  un- 
founded. A  formal  deliberate  preconcerted  speech 
of  (WO  hours  length  was  made  by  the  member, 

Eiedicated  solelv  on  the  basis  that  this  House  had 
een  deceived  themselves,  and  had  deceived  the 
people,  and  were  attentpting  still  further  to  prac- 
tise deception.  Can  (he  reputation  of  a  man 
who  does  these  things  in  times  like  this,  in  limes 
□f  great  and  accumulating  peril,  be  injured  by 
anything  that  can  be  added  to  wkai  himself  has 
said?  1  think  not.  The  member  says  the  sting 
of  his  remark  isttuth.  It  is  that  that. wounds, 
and,  because  of  it,  he  feels  pity  for  us.  Sir,  I  do 
not  even  feel  pity  for  him.  I  feel  contempt,  sheer 
contempt,  and  nothing  niore.  His  retnarks  have 
no3ling,sir;  they  cannot  wound.  The  shafts  of 
his  malice  are  blunt;  they  will  not  penetrate; 
they  fall  harmless  at  the  feel  of  those  against 
whom  they  are  pointed;  I  hey  are  steeped  in  false- 
hood ;  they  have  no  sting ;  there  is  no  truth  Id 
them.  We  have  been  accused  of  raising  a  cry 
of  war — talking  about  going  to  war — and,  that 
all  is  imposture;  and  the  liberty  of  replying  to 
such  charges  is  denied  us.  Sir,  we  are  bound  to 
support  the  Constitution;  and  ere  told  that,  re- 
gardless of  our  oMbs,  We  violate  it  by  raising, aa 
army  to  provide,  places  fur  our  partisans,  or  to 
put  down  our  opponents  by  intimidation;  and, 
m  the  next  breath,  we  are  entreated  to  avoid  pas- 
sion. And  is  this  no  cause  of  anger?  A  great 
complaint  is  made  by  him  at  the  passing  of  the 
last  embargo  law  ai  one  sitting.  And  for  this, 
the  people  are  to  be  excited.  We  are  now  in  the 
third  muoth  of  the  session,  and  on  every  question 
except  motions  lo  adjourn,  that  admit  not  of  de- 
bate, the  embargo  system  has  been  thrust  into  dis- 
cussion. "  Embargo"  has  been  bandied  from  one 
side  of  the  House  to  the  other,  to  and  fro,  until 
every  gen)Iemati  was  tired  of  the  game;  and.bc' 
cause  we  did  not  eke  out  a  few  weeks  more  in 
talking,  another  cry  is  raised.  Sir,  I  heard  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  a  fen  days  before 
the  law  passed,  t>b«erve  in  private  cdnrersatioo— 
for  it  seems  to  be  in  order  now  to  refer  to  it — that 
we  could  not  get  on  with  busiueBs  unless  we 
adopted  the  rule  in  the  British  Parliament,  of  dis- 
cussing subjects  on  the  day  Sifd  for  ihem^  abd 
deciding  them  that  ni^ht ;  and,  from  olhef  r^ 
laarks  then  made  by  him,  I  did,  indeed,  betiev 


he  V 


_..   .     .         luch  ■mistaken,  _  ... 

Members  sounding  false  alarms  of  danger,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  seditious  oppas,itions, 
inflammatory  resolutions,  legislative  excitement!<, 
and  open  rebellion,  and  wliile  driving  in  'this 
wicked  carter,  covering  themselves  with  the 
mantle  of  the  fair  fame  of  out  beloved  Wabb- 
iNGTOK — prostituting  all  his  patriotism,  and  his 
virtues,  to  the  vjle  purposes  of  iheir  aggraodilfl- 
ment,  lam  struck  with  wondei  and  astoDishmeat, 
When  I  mark  ibeireourse,and  remember  the  sal- 
utary advice  of  his  exceUent  valedictory— frotn 
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whick  I  will  read  some  extracts — the  enarmity  of 
their  crime,  aod  their  bireficed  eifroniery,  be- 
came more  coaspicoaus.  1  wish  1  dared  tre&pass 
opoD  the  {uitieDce  of  the  House  by  reading  the 
whale,  for  ii  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  lim 

"The  unity  of  goveminent  which  con«titute!  you 
one  people,  is,  alto,  non  dear  to  you.  It  i(  jutdy  to, 
for  it  it  a  main  pillar  in  (he  edifice  of  your  real  inde- 
pendenoe;  the  aupport  of  your  tranquillity  at  home, 
your  peace  abroad  ;  of  your  aafety,  of  your  proapnity, 
of  that  yery  liberty  which  you  so  highly  priie.  But, 
aa  it  ia  eaay  to  foieiee  that  &om  different  causes,  and 
from  diflcrent  quarters,  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many 
artitices  employed,  to  nesksn  in  yoar  minds  the  eon- 
lidtoD  c)f  tlus  truth  ;  as  this  ia  Uie  point  in  youi  po- 
litical fartreas  againat  which  tht  batteriea  of  internal 
and  external  ensmiet  will  be  most  constantly  *nd  ac- 
titely.  though  often  corertly  and  insidiously  directed, 
.  it  is  of  infinite  moment  thai  you  should  properly  esti- 
mate the  immense  islue  nf  your  national  union  to 
your  collecliie  andiodiiidual  happiness;  that  you 
■bould  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immoveable  at- 
tachment to  it ;  accustoming  youraehes  to  think  and 
speak  of  it  as  Che  Palladium  of  ymr  political  safety 
and  prosperity;  watching  for  its  presetration  wilh 
jealous  anxiety  ;  discountensDCing  wboerer  may  sug- 
fest  even  a  suapicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event,  be  aban- 
doned  ;  and  indignantly  frovining  upon  (he  first  dawn- 
ing of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  out 
'  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties 
which  now  link  together  (he  vsrioiu  parts." 

I  can  almost  imagine  that  I  see  (he  shaJe  ol 
■his  hera,  indignamlf  frowning  ott  that  altempi 
which  is  so  much  deprecated  by  him, 

"  The  name  of  American,  which  belongs  to  yon,  in 
your  nadoDsl  capacity,  most  always  exalt  the  just  pride 
of  patriotism,  more  than  an;  appellation  denved  from 
Wal  discriminations.  With  slight  shades  of  difference, 
you  hava  the  same  religion,  manners,  habits,  and  poli- 
tical principles.  You  have  in  a  common  cause  fought 
and  triumphed  together  ;  (he  independence  and  liberty 
you  possess  are  the  wort  of  joint  councils,  and  joint 
efibrta,  of  common  dangers,  sufferings,  and  succesBes. 

"  Bat  these  considerations,  however  powerfully  they 
address  themselves  to  yoar  sensibility,  are  greatly  out- 
weighed by  those  which  apply  more  immediately  to 
your  interest.  Here  every  portion  of  eounhy  finds  the 
moat  commanding  motives  Ibr  oareiiilly  guairding  and 
preaening  the  union  of  the  wbide. 

"  The  North,  in  an  unrestrained  tn(erci)une  with  the 
Bouth,  protected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  comajon  Got* 
ammeot,  finds,  in  (be  productiona  of  the  latter,  great 
additional  resources  of  maritimB  and  commercial  enter- 
prise and  precious  materials  of  manuficturing  industry, 
The  South,  in  the  same  intercourse,  banefittiug  by  (be 
agency  of  the  North,  sees  its  agriculture  grow  and  its 
commerce  expand.  Tumingpartly  into  itsown  chan- 
neU  the  seamen  of  the  NorUi,  it  finds  its  particular 
navigation  invigornted ;  and  while  it  contributes,  in 
different  ways,  to  nourish  and  increase  the  general 
mass  of  the  national  navigation,  it  looks  forward  to 
the  protection  of  a  mariUme  strength,  to  which  itself 
ia  unequally  adapted.  The  East,  in  a  like  intercourse 
with  the  West,  already  finds,  and  In  the  progreeaive 
improrement  of  iiitsrioi  communications,  by  land  and 
water,  will  more  and  more  find  a  valuable  Teat  for  the 
eonuDoditiea  idiich  it  brings  from  abroad,  or  mannftc- 
tnns  at  home.    The  West  dedTea  fhim  the  Eaat  b<^ 


plies  raqoiaite  to  its  growth  and  comfort:  And  what 
is  perhaps  of  etill  greater  consequeDse,  it  must  of  ne- 
cessity owe  the  eecnre  enjoyment  of  indispeneable  out- 
lets for  its  own  piodnctions  to  the  weight,  influence, 
and  the  future  maritime  strength  of  (he  Atlantic  side 
of  the  Union,  directed  by  an  indiasoluble  commuDity 
of  interest  as  one  nation.  Any  other  tenure  by  whictt 
llie  West  can  hold  Ihia  essential  advantage,  wbethei 
derived  from  its  own  aeparats  strength,  or  trotn  so 
apostate  and  unnatural  connexion  with  any  foreign 
Power,  must  be  intrinsically  precarioua. 

"In  this  sense  it  is,  that  your  Union  ought  to  be 
considered  as  a  main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that  the 
love  of  Ule  one  ought  to  endear  to  you  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  other." 

The  UoioQ  is  threatened  with  a  separation. 
The  handbilli  struck  off  and  circulated  through- 
out New  England  are  -calculated  for  that  purpose, 
ludecd  so  dating  have  the  faction  become,  thai  in 
New  York,  or  Philadelphia,  a  handbill  was  posted 
up  adTisiog — '•The  Potomac  the  bouodarf — the 
Ne^o  States  by  iheraselTes!" 

"  These  coniiderationa  speak  a  persuamve  language 
to  every  reflecting  and  virtuous  minll,  and  eitutii(  (he 
con(inUBnee  of  the  Union  as  a  primary  objec(  of  pabf- 
otic  desire.  Ix  there  a  djubt  whether  a  common  <jot- 
ernmen(  can  embrace  so  large  a  sphere  1  Let  expe- 
rience solve  it.  To  listen  (o  mere  speealaticn  in  snch 
a  case,  were  criminal.  We  are  anihoiiiad  to  hope  that 
a  proper  ccganixalion  o(  the  whole,  with  (he  auxiliaiy 
agency  of  govern menta  for  the  respective  anbdnrisjons, 
nil]  afiord  a  happy  iasae  of  the  aiperiment.  It  is  well 
worth  a  fair  and  fiill  eiperimenL  Wilh  snch  power- 
ful and  obrious  motives  to  union,  affecting  all  parts  of 
our  country,  while  experience  shall  not  have  demon- 
atrated  its  impracticability,  there  will  always  be  teaaon 
to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  those  who  in  any  qnaitei 
may  endeavor  to  weaken  ila' bands. 

"  In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  dlMuib 
our  Union,  it  occurs  as  matter  of  serious  concern,  that 
any  ground  should  have  been  furnished  for  ctiaracter- 
izing  parties  by  geographical  dtscriminations — North- 
ern auJ  Southern — Atlantic  and  Western  ;  whence 
deaig-oing  men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  (hat 
there  is  a  real  difference  of  local  interests  and  news. 
One  of  (he  expedients  of  party  to  acquire  influenee, 
within  particular  districts,  is  to  misrspresent  the  opin- 
ions  and  aims  of  oHier  districts.  You  cannot  shield 
younetvea  loo  much  against  the  jealouaies  and  hcslt- 


ought  to  ba  bound  together  by  fraternal  affection.'' 

ive  you  not  aeen  an  atietnpt  made  by  &  Elea- 
ator  of  the  Uuited  States,  (Mr.  PicKERiifo,)  id  a 
public  letter  addressed  to  the  Legislature  of  hb 
',  to  impress  tlTe  idea  thai  the  Southern  peo- 
ple are  inimical  lo  con»nereef 

To  the  efficacy  and  perniBDeney  of  your  DnioB,  a 
Cloternment  Ibr  the  whole  ia  indi^ennble.  No  d&- 
I,  however  strict,  between  the  parts,  can  be  an  als- 
quste  substitute ;  they  moat  inavitebly  ezpatMnes  the 
infractions  and  intatruptioBs  which  all  allianeea  in  al 
times  have  experienced.  Benaibte  of  thia  mnBMloM 
truth,  you  hare  improved  npon  your  firat  taaay,  by  Iba 
adoption  of  a  Constitution  and  Goranunent  bout  ttt- 
onlaled  than  your  former  for  an  intimate  muoa,  and  In 
the  eflKaciaaa  management  of  yOB 
Thia  Government— the  a"     ' 
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nninfluaiicctl  tui  unawed;  adopted  upoa  fall  iu' 
gation  and  matace  deliberation  ;  completelj  free,  i 
piindplcai  in  the  diatribatioo  of  its  powen,  aniEiog 
■ecurit?  with  energy ;  and  coaUiuing,  nitbin  iUelf^ 
pravialon  far  ill  own  amendment — hns  a  juBt  claim  1 
your  confidence  and  joui  sappoit.  Rpspecl  fur  ita  si 
thoiity,  compliant  nilh  ita  Uwa,  acqnieAence  in  i' 
measiireB,  arc  dutiea  enjoined  by  the  fundamental  ma: 
imi  of  true  liberty.  The  basis  of  our  political  eyttei 
ia,  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their 
eonititiltioaa  of  gDvemmetjt.  But,  the  ConitilUtiaD 
which  at  any  time  exiita,  tiH  changed  by  an  explicit 
and  authentic  act  of  the  vihole  people,  ia  aaeiedly  ob- 
ligatory  npou  all.    The  tery  idea  of  the  power  and  the 


gDTemnenL" 

Tbe  majority  must  govern,  sir,  or  there  i 
end  of  Republican  Qoreroment  io  this-couBtry ; 
■Dd  despotism,  nnder-ihe  garb  of  monHrchy,  or 
wfaslever  other  name  it  may  assome,  will  occupf 
ill  Ftnd. 

"  All  obitnictiona  to  the  eTemtion  of  the  lawa" — let 
tiie  member  and  his  Matsachueetta  Legislature  take  this 
tothemselres — "all  ohstructidns  to  the  eiectation  of  the 
laws;  an  combinatiolis  and  aisaciationa,  under «rbat- 
ever  plausible  character,  nith  tbe  real  design  to  dinci, 
Qontral,  coonteract,  o>  awe  the  regtdar  delibsnlioa  ahd 
action  irfihe  conaCitDted  autb(»itiea,  ara  deatniGliTB'af 
thia  fundamental  principle,  and  of  fiital  tendencj.  Tbey 
■erve  to  orgahiio  ^gtioo  i  to  give  it  an  arlificiat  and  ei- 
traordinaiy  farce ;  to  put  in  the  place  t>(  the  delegated 
will  of  the  naltog  the  will  of  a  party-^fleo  a  small,  but 
artful  and  enterprisiag  minorit;  of  tbe  community— 
and,  ftccDrding  to  the  alternate  triumphs  of  dlfleretit  pi- 
ties, to  make  the  public  AdminlBtration  the  mirror  of 
the  ill-concerted  and  tncongruoua  projects  of  faction, 
rather  than  the  organ  of  conaiitenl  and  wholeaoma  pinna, 
digeated  bj  common  CounciU,  and  madiSed  by  mutual 
interests. 

"  Howover  combinations  or  aasocialions  of  the  above 
deacriplion  maj  now  and  then  anawor  popular  ends, 
they  are  likely  in  the  coarse  of  lime  and  things  to  be- 
come potent  engines,  by  which  rannlng,  ambltioua,  and 
onprinoipled  men  will  ba  enabled  to  sabisrt  ttie  power 
of  the  people,  and  to  nanrp  tor  themaeWsi  the  reins  of 
goTcrn me nt— -destroying,  afterwards,  the  lery  engines 
which  have  lifted  them  to  unjust  dominion. 

"  Toward*  the  preaerratian  of  your  GoTeroment,  and 
lile  pennaikency  of  your  preasnt  happy  state,  it  is  re- 
quisite, not  pal;  that  jou  steadily  discountenance  irre- 
golar  oppositions  to  its  acknowledged  authority,  but 
also  that  you  resist  with  care  the  Spirit  of  innavatioa 
upon  its  principles,  however  epecious  the  pretext. 

"1  have  already  intimated  to  you  the  danger  of  par- 
ties in  the  Stale,  with  particular  urcrence  to  the  found- 
ing of  them  on  j;cographical  diacrlminatiana.  Let  ms 
now  take  a  more  comprehensive  view,  and  warn  you. 
in  tfaa  moal  solemn  manner,  against  tho  baneful  eflecta 
of  the  spirit  of  parly,  generally.  It  serves  always  to 
dtrttact  the  public  coAndls,  and  anfesbls  the  pablic 
Administration.  It  agitates  the  eommanitj  with  ill- 
foundad  jealoosies  and  false  alarm*:  kirkdiss  tbe  ani- 
mooity  of  one  part  against  ano^ier;  fooMnts,  oceaaion- 
•Uy ,  liot  and  insorrec^n.  //  opem  the  door  to  foreign 
injluenet  and  eotruBtion,  which  And  a/aciiUaleduaat 
ialhe  Gtntentmmttlttlf,  through  the  ehaaneli of  partif 
jMMunu.  Thus,  the  policy  and  the  will  of  one  coua- 
try  Bic  anbjeclBd  to  Iho  poUcy  and  wilt  of  another." 

10th  Com.  Xd  S>S8.— 37 


The  door  is  opened  in  BosIod,  sir,  otherwise  lh« 
appeal  of  a  fureit^n  Power  would  not  have  (aaad 
ita  way  there.  Why  was  it  sent  there  1  Because 
it  is  the  foeua  of  faciion.  and  from  thence  tbe  Gre- 
'  brands  of  discord  will  he  scattered  iotoeveryquar- 
ter  of  the  country.  The  speeches  of  the  member 
will  hold  the  match  to  the  coaibnstlbte  maieriala 
'  which  have  been  heaped  up  there,  end  the  heart- 
felt saiisfaciioB  will  be  his,  that  he  put  the  torch 
to  tbe  pile  which  is  to  consume  the  Constiiaiifia 
of  Ibis  Union. 

The  whole  of  this  excellent  letter  of  the  itat-       ' 
ratedWiaHinoTOKcaDesdirectiy  inconlactwith  -f  '^ 
the  course  now  pursued.     Unfounded  jealousies 
are  excited,  false  ineinuaiions  are  made  agaiDSI    " 
the  Gorerhmeot,  auj  yet,  the  men  puraajng  this 
holy  rocHtioa  profess  to  l>e  treading  in. the  foot- 
steps of  WiamNOTON  I   Repeal  the  embargo,  they'. 
cry,  and. trade.    As  to  national  hooor,  it  is  but  a    : 
name — an  empty  sound.   'The  love  of  country 
does  not  warm  their  bosoms.    Liberty — and  aCihe 
aoand  of  liberty  the  blood  beats  high  ia  llie  Teiiu 
of  every  virtuous  American— has  no  charms  for 
them.    Gold  is  the  god  they  worship,  and  they 
would  wallow  in  the  mire  of  debaaement  to  ex- 
tract one  grain  from  its  filthy  sands.    T  he  ramatba 
of  such  men  as  the  member  from  Massactyuaeltf 
deserve  that  all  the  thunders  of  this  nation's  w.taib. 
should  burst  upon  their  beads.     They  should  be 
liveit  by  the  lighiniogs  of  public  iDiIigDation,and  '  / 
be  btastei]  forever. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CiLMPHBLL  said  thai  it  was  with 
someembairassmeot  he  rose  to  address  the  House 
on  this  occasion ;  as  the  duly  he  owed  to  himself 
and  to  his  country  would  Impel  him  to  Doiice 
some  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (^Mr.QoiNCv) calculated  loeicile  seii- 
satLons  which  ought  not  to  be  indulged  in  thia 
Mouse,  atid  to  extort  replies  Uuit  may  encroach  oa 
that  decorum  whicli  ought  to  be  observed  on  this 
floor,  ought  not  to  be  violated  even  in  the  pres-  i 
eoce  of  this  rcspeciable  audience; — remarks,  said 
he,  which  are  not  founded  on  facts,  or  supported 
by  any  sotind  arzuhieat,  which  must  be  the  effu- 
sion of  a  disordered  brain,  or  malignant  heart, 
which  admit  of  oo  aeriuus  investigation,  and  do 
not  merit  and  cannot  receive  any  other  reply 
than  a  direct  and  positive  denial,  accompanied 
with  that  contempt  which  such  misrepresen  tat  ions 
justly  deserve.  The  gentleman  told  you,  when 
he  had  fousd  some  explanation  of  what  he  ba«t 
said  necessary,  that  be  had  not  alluded  to  particu- 
lar facts,  but  meant  to  bring  together  a  group  of 
molives,  bv  which  he  conceived  the  AdmioislrK- 
tion  and  tlie  majorijy  of  this  House,  as  I  under- 
stood him,  to  be  governed.  This  group  of  motivM 
must  be  the  gentleman's  own  impressions,  and  DM 
beins  derived  from  fucts,  as  he  admils,  must  b« 
considered  astlie  o&spriug  either  uf  ignorance, or 
what  is  more  probable,  of  n  deliberate  and  mali- 
cious preconcerted  plan  to  usher  forth  those  toU- 
representatioDs,  knowing  ihem  to  be  without 
fouQdation,ai  this  critical  tnoment,  for  the  exprew 
purpose  of  deluding  the  public  mind.  Take  the 
gentleman  oa  his  own  .ground  and  this  must  be 
the  conclusicfn.    He  did  not  allqde  to  faclt,  and 
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jtt  he  preicnds  (o  give  Ihe  molires  by  wbich 
GoTeromeDt  and  the  majoriiir  are  aciUBteil.  He 
ttjt  ibe  mijorit^  hare  acted  nader  a  deccplioD — 
the  Administration  had  other  motives  Ihaa  those 
aTOwed.  He  advancM  no  proof  to  sapport  these 
aMeriions.  The  result  tniifit.  thererore,  be  such 
■B  has  been  staled — a  dfiiheraie  acberae  to  mis- 
lead the  public  opinioD  on  those  subjects — to  make 
an  impreuion  abroad  thai  the  majority  of  [hiK 
House  have  been  guided  io  their  proceedingH  like 
'  autoroBlODS — that  ihev  are  not  goTeroed  by  their 
JSL  oitd  judgments,  and  io  not  act  from  the  couvic- 
vS  tioDs  of  their  own  luiods,  but  are  directed  by 
U  aameiuviaiblehaQd.EonieuDseen  influence,  which, 
though  alluded  to,  he  dare  not  name.  These  are 
in  Bubstaoce  the  infamous  and  unfounded  iasinU' 
Bliona  made  by  that  geoileraaQ.  I  care  not  how 
he  may  attempt  to  envelop  them  in  dubious  lan- 
goage,  or  attempt  to  fritter  them  away  fay  ex- 
planations. The  turpitude  ofheart  thai  produced 
ihem,  remains  the  same.  If  the  eentleman  had 
eome  forward  opeol^,  and  told  thiit  House  that 
the  members  coropoiingthe  majority  had  no  sen- 
timents of  their  own;  that  possibly  they  do  not 
mean  1o  desirov  their  country  (as  he  has  been 
pleased  to  admit)  but  are  made  to  dosoby  the  diree- 
tioD  of  some  other  contiolliuf  power,  I  should 
then  think  he  might  have  some  claim  to  candor, 
that  possibly  he  believed  what  he  said,  aod  was 
ready  to  baiird  not  only  h'u  reputaiicinj  but  also 
bisfeelings  (if  indeed  he  has  any,  of  which  f  now 
entertain  some  doubt)  and  even  his  person  in 
what  he  had  asserted.  [Mr.  Qdinct  wished  to 
explain.]  1  wish  no  explanation  from  the  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  G^,  after  what  he  has  already 
•aid  and  the  frequent  samples  of  explanations  he 
baa  heretofore  given.  There  is  no  other  member 
in  the  House,  sir,  to  whom  I  would  not  concede 
thefloor  for  the  purpose  of  explanation  ;  but  there 
ia  a  ijoint  beyond  which,  so  long  as  1  have  a  seat 
in  this  House,  1  will  not  suffer  my  feelings  to  be 
injured,  nor  my  motives  to  be  impeached  with 
impunity. 

I  did,  sir,  not  hear  all  the  remarks  made  by  the 
gentleman  on  yesterday,  and  1  shall  only  notice 
aach  of  those  as  I  did  hear,  as  he  seemed  to  con- 
sider of  most  importance,  in  order  to  add  my  evi- 
dence to  what  ha^  already  been  said  by  others  on 
this  subject,  to  show  thai  they  are  destitute  of  the 
•lightest  foundation  in  fact.  It  would  not  be 
difficult  to  prove,  from  circumstances,  that  they 
•re  a  fabrication  of  misrepteseniaiions,  prepared 
at  this  moment  for  the  express  purpose  of  inflr 
enciDgcertaineleciionswhicharetoIukeplacedii. 
ingthe  ensuing  spring,  in  the  quarter  from  which 
that  gentleman  comes.'  Hence  he  thinks,  in  order 
to  cover  his  own  views,  he  will  be  the  first  to  cry 
out  -'the  object  of  the  majority  is  to  influenei 
these  elections."  But  the  gentleman's  veit  is  toi 
thin,  it  cannot  conceal  his  designs;  they  are  dia 
tinetly  seen  through  it.  The  object  jf  at  ihi 
hazard  of  everything,  to  deceive  and  mislead  ihi 
boueat  part  of  society  in  that  quarter,  to  promoii 
the  views  of  a  certain  faction  or  parly  there,  who 
ere  evidently  sworn  enemies  to  the  Government 
of  this  country— who  are  connected  directly  or 


indirectly  with  a  foretgn  Poit^r,  that  of  Oreat 
Britain,  and  who  use  every  means  in  Iheir  power 
to  support  her  interest  and  increase  her  innuenca 
in  tills  country,  at  the  hazard  and  expense  of  the 
dearest  rights  and  best  ioleiesix  of  (bis  nation. 
That  sucl^a  party  exists  cannot  now  be  doubted 
(and  the  genlleman  from  Massachusetts   residei 
the  midst  of  it)  who  consider  their  fate  inii- 
ately  connected   with  that   of  Great   Britain— 
bo  seem  to  have  conaeoial  sympathies  with  her 
■feel  her  succaas  as  their  glory,  and  would  coa- 
der  her  fall  as  their  'destruction — who  use  all 
«  mean*  in  ibeit  power  to  excite  her  to  a  petsr- 
veraoce  ia  her  deslriictive  meatnrea  against  ihti 
country,  and  prevent  her,  if  poaaible,  from  yield- 
ing or  accommodating  existing  diffeTcncea  with 
your  Governmeni — who  become  desperate  in  pro- 
portion as  the-prospect  of  accomm^aiion  seem* 
to  approach,  and  represent  to  bar  in  the  atroagTSl 
colors, their  dangeipin  such  an  event — thaiifshft 
settles  her  differences  with  you   at  at  this  time, 
without  making  you  first  yield  to  her  Lerms,  they, 
her  party  in  IBL<  '   '    '   ""     "^ 


intry,  sink  iot 
Hence  theii 


obscurity 
id  GODteinpt  forever,     ifence   their   desperate 
ezertiona  to  convince  Oreat  Britain   that  this 
lountry  oaiinot  long  persevere  in   her  pterent 
neasures.    Proofa  conld  be  adduced  lo  support 
this  statenaeot,  that  must  produce  convicliDn  ift 
every  discerning  mind.     1  shall  instance  one  fac^ 
hich  of  itself  is  conclusive  on  this  point.     The 
lie  publication   of  the  famous  letter  from   Mr. 
lanning  to  Mr.   Pinkney.     This  inxicfioDs  pro- 
duction, which  has  been  substantially  contradict- 
ed by  Mr.  Pinkney's  answer,  was  ushered  into  the 
public  prints  by  that  faction,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  false  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the 
American  people,  favorable  to  the  views  of  Great 
Brileio.  Andyet,  Bi,r,weara  toldbythegeutleman, 
that  the  members  of  this  House  were  blustering 
and  Ecoldiog  about  (he  letter  of  aBritish  Minister. 
[Mr.  Q.D[MCT  said  he  did  not  refer  to  that  letter.] 
I  am  certainly  wUling,  aaid  Mr.  C,  that  the  geo- 
tlaman  should  deny  what  be  said,  though  I  wish 
for  no  explanation  from  him.    I  certaintv  under- 
alood  bimi  as  referriog  to  this  letter.    [Mr.  Q.aiHcr 
said  he  alluded  to  another  letter.]    I  wilt,  said 
Mr.-C,  alaie  the   gentleman's  words,  and   the 
House  will  judge  whether  this  was  not  the  very 
letter  he  alluded  to   however  he  may  cho«e  now 
to  change  the  reference.    He  said  "that  this 
House  was  scolding  and  blnstering  abtnit  a  tetter 
of  the  British  Minister."    The  letter  now  to  ques- 
tion had  a  few  days  ago  been  laid  before  this 
House,  and  somaaspirited  animadversions  were 
made  upon  it  by  several  members;  no  other  letter 
of  a  British  Minister  had  been  noticed   in  the 
House,  to  my  knowledge,  for  some  timei  to  my 
mind,  iherefore,  the  infereooewas  ineviiable,  that 
this  was  the  letter  dlluded  to.    And  bow  ibe  gen- 
tleman could  introduce  or  mean  any  other  u  to 
me  inoomprcfaensihle.     However,  the  fact  of  the 
letter  hnving  been  publi:>hed  is  the  same,  wbeihac 
he  alluded  to  it  or  not,  and  will  equally  atiswer 
my  purpose.     It  was  an  official  letter,  and  moBt 
have  been  obtained  either  from  tbe  British  Min- 
'  iater  or  from  your  own  Qorernment.    It  is  kaova 
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u  e*erf  o^  It  wu  doi  obtaioed  firotn  Ihe  Uct«r; 
it  miui,  ihererote,  have  be«a  furnjihed  by  ihe 
former.     ItwasSrst  published  in  Boilon,  acconi' 

___■_■  L__  J  calcukied  to  Jaflame  the 

D  people  agaiost  Iheir  own 
lime  when  our  public  aflaira 
vere  ia  the  most  critical  BiiuaijoD.  This  single 
fact  is  lofficient  to  pro?e  the  eiiiteDce  of  this 
rally,  lod  their  cooaeiioD  wilh,  and  BDxious 
flaire  to  support  the  TJewi  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
It  may  be  proper,  sit,  that  1  thoiild  tlate  here, 
that  in  speakiox  of  this  faclioa  or  parif ,  vho  are 
a  disgrace  to  th«  Americao  character,  I  do  not 
mean  to  include  all  those  called  Federalists.  No, 
lir,  ibeie  are  many  of  them  for  whom  I  hare  the 
highest  respect,  belieTing  them  real  frieuda  to 
their  country.  There  are  many  memb«T>  in  this 
House  for  wnose  ebaracter  I  entertain  the  highest 
esteem,  from  a  coaviction  tbat  tbey  act  from  pare 
motives;  hut  there  are  some  who  do  not  come 
wiihia  Ibis  description. 

But,  sir,  to  return  for  a  moment  to  the  gentle- 
man's  remarks.  He  lold  you  this  House  passed 
the  embargo  Jaw  under  a  deception,  as  to  the 
moiires  that  iaduced  the  raeasurs  [o  be  recom- 
mead«dioihe£xecuti*e.  This  old  and  hackneyed 
ehaig«,already  refuted  and  contradicted  time  after 
tiioe,  1  did  not,  eipect  would  again  be  brought 
before  the  House.  But  it  is  now  renewed,  though 
destitute  of  the  slightest  foundation,  for  the  es- 
presi  purpose  of  giving  a.  new  impulse  to  miirep- 
reieotntitins,  in  the  quarter  from  which  thai  geo- 
llemftD  comes.  Tbe/e  is  no  man  can  with  truth 
deny,  that  when  the  embargo  law  wa«  passed, 
this  Hoose  bad  aU  the  information  on  the  subject 
the  Oovernmeat  poss«3s«d,  at)d  could  not,  there- 
fore^, act  tinder  a  deceotion.  The  motives  alleged 
for  Its  passage  were  the  real  motives,  and  there  is 
not  a  single  fact  can  be  addnoed  Co  show  ^at  there 
was  mny  other  object  in  viewtban  those  avowed. 
Itwaa  adopted  nrs I  as  a  measure  of  precKaiion 
to  save  our  property  and  seamen.  It  was  relied 
on  also  aa  a  coercive  measure,  in  regard  to  the 
belligerenf,  so  far  as  depriviog  ihrai  of  our  sup- 
plies would  operaie  in  that  way,  and  wa«  so  sta- 
led bjr  manv  memberi  on  ihia  floor  daring  the 
paisage  nf  the  law,  but  was  not  considered  ai  a 
hostile  measure:  and  the  belligerents  bad  no  right 
to  view  it  in  that  light,  as  we  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  regulate  am  own  commerce  or  abandon 
it  altogether,  wilhont  giving  just  cause  of  war  to 
any  nation.  How  the  seniteman,  therefore,  wilh- 
otti  the  shadow  of  proof,  could  bring  forward  such 
teriou*  charges,  is  more  (banciiraordiaary ;  and 
indeed  it  does  appear  to  argUe  a  degree  of  arro- 
gance little  becoming  the  character  of  an  hoaora- 
bie  member  of  the  National  Legislature,  to  assert, 
as  has  been  doite,  tbat  a  large  majority  of  Con- 
tfress  have  acted  under  a  deception,  have  been 
Ted  as  it  were  blindfbld,  to  give  their  assent  to 
the  measures  that  have  been  adopted  for  more 
than  ■  year;  as  if  no  one  had  penetration  enough 
to  perceive  the  real  motives  that  ^ided  ourcouu- 
eils  but  this  gentleman  alone.  This  opinion  be 
will  probably  be  permitted  to  enjoy,  without  a 
tiogle  rival  on  earth. 


You  are  next  told  by  the  same  gctKleman,  that 
the  object  of  ihp  majority  in  laying  the  em- 
bargo by  a  law  unlimited  in  its  duration,  was  to 
vest  the  whole  power  of  regtrlaling  commerce  in 
the  hands  of  the  President ;  and  he  snvs,  if  it  was 
intended  to  coerce,  to  reach  the  vitals  of  Great 
Britain,  it  was  proper  to  do  so.  On  this  latter, 
point  indeed,  the  gentleman  seems  to  feel  very 
sensibly;  lo  be  tremblingly  alive  in  the  slightest 
pressure  that  may  be  made  on  his  innocent  and 
unoffending  friend.  Great  Britain ;  as  if,  when 
you  coerced  her,  you  pressed  on  his  interest  in  iha 
leoderest  point;  and  nhett  you  "reached  her 
vitals,"  you  touched  his  heart's  blood.  It  waa, 
therefore,  wrong,  in  his  opinion,  to  adopt  any 
measure  that  would  bear  nard  on  her  interest. 
This  doctrine  may  suit  the  people  that  gentleman 
represents,  those  called  the  Essex  Junto,  bat  it 
will  not  be  reiiabed  by  the  great  body  of  tha 
American  people.  No,  sir,  the^  will  heat  it  with 
that  indigaaiionicsoiuiitly  merits.  A  Very  slight 
attention  to  facts  will  show  the  majority  had  do 
such  object  in  view  in  laying  the  embargo,  aa 
that  so  untruly  asoribed  (o  them  by  the  gentle- 
man,  of  placing  the  whole  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Kxecutive.  The  Srst  proposition  made  by 
the  majority  was  to  lay  the  embargo,,  by  a  joint 
resolutiOD^  a*  bad  formerly  been  done,  which 
would,  it  IS  presumed,  have  left  the  power  in  tha 
two  Houses  to  re.»ciatl  it  at  pleasure.  This  mode 
was  apposed  by  (lie  geoilemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  by  that  gentleman  aod  bis  political 
friends;  and  to  accommodate  those  apposed  to 
this  mode,  a  law  was  substituted  in  ijs  place. 
This  proves  that  the  majority  had  no  disposition 
whatever  to  vest  the  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
President,  and  that  ibis  charge,  like  many  others, 
is  without  the  slightest  foundation  in  truth. 

But  the  gentleman  says  thai  he  formerly  urged 
aa  argument  against  the  constitutioaaliiy  of  the 
imbaigo  laws,  viz :  "  that  you  cannot  repeal  then 
without  the  conseac  of  the  President,  if  there  be 
twelre  members  of  the  Senate  against  such  re- 
peal—that is,  that  the  President  and  twelve 
members  of  the  Senate  may  prevent  their  re- 
peal"— which  argument,  he  says,  has  not  heea 
answered.  I  believe,  .sir,  it  ban  not  been  even 
noticed,  much  less  answered,  and  it  would  still 
remain  unnoticed  by  me,  if  the  gentleman  did 
not  seem  lo  attach  so  much  importance  to  it,  that 
possibly  some  miffht  conclude  that  there  was  some 
weight  in  Ihe  objection.  I  did  not,  sir,  indeed 
suppose  that  any  gpniieman,  however  conceited 
he  might  feel,  could  seriously  think  that  (he  mem- 
bers oT  this  House  were  obliged  to  answer,  and 
enter  into  a  logical  discussion  of  every  quibble, 
however  silly,  he  mis;ht  choose  to  start.  The  ar- 
goment  deemed  so  important  by  the  gentleman 
has  not  been  urged,  or  even  meationed,  so  far  as 
I  recoiled,  by  any  other  of  bis  own  party-  it  has 
not  been  thought  worthy  of  notice  by  the  news- 

EBpers  of  the  same  parly.  It  has,  therefore,  justly 
eea  considered  by  the  majority  as  no|  meriting 
an  answer,  and  passed  in  silence,  as  many  other 
anmeaning  quibbles  from  (lie  same  qnarier,  dub- 
bed wilh  the  name  of  arguments,  hare  been. 
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repeal  or  pasa  any  law  without  the  assent  of  (he 
President,  unless  two-thirds  oi  both  Houses  con- 
cur. Tbe  same  objection,  therefore,  made  to  the 
embargo  law  being  untiniited  in  its'duration,  would 
eqoall)'  ■p!>l)r  to  every  other  law  that  it  mip-hl  be 
ihougnt  any  ereol  would  ever  render  expedient  to 
repeal.  Aecordine  to  the  gentleman's  doctrine, 
•11  your  laws  ooght  to  be  limited  in  their  dura- 
tion, leal  the  President,  or  two-tbirds  of  the  Sen- 
ale,  would  not  agree  to  repeal  them.  This  ab- 
•urdity,  to  which  the  gentleman's  argument  would 
lead,  was  seen  hy  every  one  who  examined  the 
•nbjecl,  and  an  answer  wai  therefore  considered 
totally  superfluous.  But,  sir,  what  foundation  is 
there  for  all  this  jealousy  with  regard  to  the  Presi- 
denl's  giring  his  assent  to  an  act  repealing  the 
embargo  laws')  Is  there  any  part  of  his  conduct 
hitherto  calculated  to  induce  a  belief  that  be 
would  refuse  his  approbation  to  an  act  passed  by 
both  Houses  of  Congress  ■?  Is  it  candid  or  liberal 
SI  this  lime  to  argue,  because  he  has  the  power  to 
refuse  his  assent,  that  he  would,  on  such  occasion, 
exercise  that  power,  when  tie  never  has,  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  Administration,  now  near 
a  close,  in  any  one  instance,  done  so?  Does  it 
not  prove  the  weakness  of  the  cause  which  gen- 
tlemen advocate;  (he  wretched  shifts  to  which 
they  are  put  for  what  ibey  call  Brgumenis;  and 
the  futility,  and  eren  ahsurditj',  of  the  objeeiions 
they  make  1  It  eerlainly  does;  and  further,  tends 
strongly  to  prove,  that  there  is  some  object  at  the 
bottom  of  all  ihis  different  from  those  avowed; 
it  seems  to  cry  aloud,  "there  is  something  rotten 
in  the  slate  of  Denmark." 

Another  charge  is  brought  forward,  sir,  which 
would  be  a  very  serious  one  if  true,  that  when 
the  army  of  six  thousand  men  was  authorized  to 
be  raised,  your  Administration  did  not  design 
them  to  fight  foreign  nations,  htit  your  own  citi- 
zens, that  they  were  intended  only  to  enforce  the 
embargo,  though  thecontrary  was  avowed.  There 
is  something  in  this  charge  so  insidious,  and  I 
might  add,  so  base  and  malignant,  that  it  must  be 
considered  as  springing  from  the  same  disorgan- 
izing and  malicious  disposition  which  actuates 
that  party,  or  raiher  faction,  to  which  I  have 
already  alluded;  and  slimulales  them  to  issue 
forth  one  false  aiatement  after  another  in  con- 
tinued succession,  in  order  to  keep  up  tbe  public 
delusion  in  that  quarter,  and  effect,  at  the  expense 
of  truth  nnd  every  principle  of  justice,  their  elec- 
tioneering purposes.  These  ailempis  hitherto, 
there  is  reason  to  bcliBVP,  were  likely  to  fail. 
The  publication  of  official  documrnts  and  Slate 
papers,  from  lime  to  lime,  refuted  their  misrepre- 
senialions,  and  were  likely  lo  confound  all  their 
exertions  to  mislead  the  people,  who  began  to  see 
clearly  that  their  Government  was  not  affected 
by  any  foreign  influence;  that  ihey  acted  solely 
viih  a  single  view  to  the  interests  of  their  own 
country.  Opposed  by  iruihs  too  powerful  to  resist, 
the  party  resort  to  ibis  is  the  forlorn  hope,  as  the 


last  desperate  effort,  to  support  their  Defatiaas 
schemes.  When  the  national  connciU  were  mak- 
ing preparations  to  resist  foreign  aggresiioDs  of 
every  kind,  from  whatever  nation  they  mlgbt  pro- 
ceed, thv?  were  no  means  left  ifaem  to  carry  on 
their  system  of  delasion,  but  to  tell  the  people, 
(in  the  very  faoe.of  tbe  clearest  proofs  to  the  con- 
trary,) those  preparations  are  not  made  agaiaii 
your  enemies,  but  against  yourselves.  ThiscWge 
must  be  too  absurd  to  gain  credit  with  any  tota 
whose  mind  has  not  been  already  poisoned  urainst 
the  truth.  There  is  scarcely  a  child  in  iSe  na- 
tion, who  can  read,  possessed  of  so  liltle  uon 
and  information  as  to  believe  It.  Tbere  is  no 
doubt  the  Oovetnment  would  use  all  the  propti 
means  in  their  power  to  pressrve  peace  with  for- 
eign nations,  if  it  could  be  done  consistent  with 
the  interest  and  honor  of  this  eonntry.  Tbey 
can  have  no  wish  for  war.    But,  at  the  present 


purpose,  (hose  troops  were  authorized  to  be  raised 
to  resist  foreign  aggression,  not  la  enforce  the  em- 
bargo. The  id^a  of  using  ihem  to  enforce  the 
embargo  laws — though  it  would  have  bfea  a 
proper  object — could  not,  at  the  time,  have  beett 
entertained  by  anyone.  It  was  not  ihensuppoMd 
there  was  any  portion  of  ihe  American  people  so 
corrupt,  so  totally  lost  to  all  sense  of  the  daty  they 
owe  the  nation,  as  to  evade,  moch  I a.^s  openly 
oppose,  the  eiecuiion  of  the  laws  of  the  iJaion. 
It  could  not,  therefore,  have  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  such  a  case.  The  a3.<erlion  is 
indeed  so  destitute  of  the  slightest  fcundalton, 
that  it  would  be  surprising, -if  anything  from  that 
quarter  could  now  surprise  us,  that  it  should  be 
uttered  on  this  floor. 

Bat  what  reason  does  the  gentleman  assign  for 
enteriaining  this  opinion — one  as  extraordinary 
as  it  is  futile.  Hesays  no  Federalists  areappointed 
10  offices  in  this. new  army^and  therefore  he  con- 
cludes, that  their  only  object  is  to  enforce  the 
embargo.  Though  the  statement  as  to  appaint- 
ments  is  not  irne  in  fact  to  the  ezteol  asserted, 
yet,  if  it  were,  how  could  it  prove  the  gentleman's 
position?  Did  he  mem  to  insinuate  that  all  the 
Federalists  would  oppose  Ihe  ezecuiton  of  the 
embargo  laws  during  the  time  they  remainei  in 
force,  and  on  that  account  are  not  to  be  trusted  as 
officers  1  I  trust  he  did  noi;  and  I  presume  taeli 
is  not  the  fact.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
are  many  FederaliMs,  who,  though  otiposed  to 
these  laws,  would  aid  in  carrying  ihem  into  com- 
plete execution  so  long  as  they  ooittiuue  to  be  the 
iawE  of  the  Union.  Or,  did  the  gentleman  wish 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  (here  were  none 
but  Pederalists  who  could  be  intrusted  to  fight 
foreign  nations?  Hardy  as  that  gealleman  ap- 
pears to  be,  and  vain  of  his  own  importance,  be 
could  scarcely,  I  presume,  utter  such  a  sientiment 
without  blushing.  But,  sir,  could  he  suppose  tbe 
Government  would  appoint  the  apologists  of  Brit- 
ish outrage  and  aggression  to  defend  their  coun- 
try an-ainst  her  armies?  CertaiDljr  he  could  not, 
and  tne  nation  would  not  saneiioo  sach  conduct 
But  the  geDllenun  imimatM  thai  this  Uoon 
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might  bave  acied  under  hooesi  motives,  but  the 
AdmiaisiratioQ  did  not  mraa  to  make  war  with 
foreign  nations.  Need  he  be  told  thai  ilie. Exec- 
utive cannot  make  war ;  that  CongrCBE  alone  is 
compeieni  to  declare  it?  Surely,  I  presume,  be 
need  not.  And  with  what  pretext,  therefore,  cao 
be  brin^  this  charge  againil  the  PreMdeatI  The 
only  object  must  De  to  cover  bitnself  from  the 
iiaputatioD  of  chaiging.  ibe  several  members  of 
tbii  Houce,  directly,  villi  acting  from  improper 
motives,  which  charge,  ia  fact,  be  does  make-io- 
diiectlv. ,  Many  on  this  floor  have  declared,  if 
ihe  beiligerents  wauU  hot  do  us  justice,  ibey  were 
determined  to  meet  war  with  all  its  calamities, 
Bnit  thai,  in  a  very  short  time,  rather  than  suh- 
mii  to  their  unjust  edicts.  The  gentleman  asserts 
that  the  majority  are  determined  not  to  go  to  war. 
Tliis  ia  charging  thetu  with  duplicity,  with 'being 
actuated  by  motives  diffeteitt  from  those  itey 
avow.    Such  charge  is  unfounded  and  illiberal, 

totally  untrue,  and  one  whtcb, 

ary  of  these  walls,  neither  that  gen tlemaa  nor  any 

other  should  make  with  impunity. 

But  it  is  further  said,  vou  .have  not  spirit  en- 
ough to  fit  out  your  aroafl  navy.  Here  we  have 
a  proof  of  what  that  gentleman  means  by  spirit. 
He  estimates  it  in  proportion  to  tJie  amount  of 
money  you  appropriate.  This  itseems  with  him  is 
the  only  tejt  of  true  spirit.  With  regard  to  what 
most  otber  men  would  call  spirit,  I  presume,  the 
geoileman  may  Mlisfy  himself  on  a  proper  occa- 
sioD,  that  almost  aoy  cue  of  the  'minority  posses- 
Sea  a  sufficient  degree  of  it  to  meet  any  demand 
he  may  make — though  they  wilt  not  contend 
with  him  on  the  score  of  that  kind  of  spirit, 
which  consists  alune  in  appropriating  money 
for  UDneeessary  and  useless  purposes.  [Mr.LvOQ 
iviabed  to  interrupt  Mc  Campbell,  apparently 
for  the  purpose  of.  calling  him  to  order.]  Sir, 
aaid  Mr.  Ciid?BELi.,[hereare  certain  persons  who 
are  entirely  loo  low  to  be  noticed,  and  are  there- 
fore secure.  The  remark  in  regard  to  not  fitting 
out  the  whole  Navy,  when  properly  understood, 
has  DO  weight  or  tendency  whatever  to  prove  the 
charge,  that  the  majority  have  no  intention  to  go 
to  war,  should  the  interest  of  their  country  re- 
quire iL  Those  of  the  majority  who  opposed  fit- 
ting out  the  whole  Navy,  did  so  because  they 
were  of  opinion  it  would  not  constitute  any  sub- 
stantial or  efficient  means  of  defending  the  coun- 
try oc  annoying  an  enemy.  They  did  not  think 
a  oavy  ought  to  be  relied  on  for  proieciion  or 
oSencB.  They  therefore  considered  the  Urge  ap- 
propriation of  money  necessary  for  fitting  out  the 
whole  Navy  as  a  useless  waste  of  our  resources, 
which  would  add  liilteor  nothing  to  our  security, 
or  means  of  actual  resistance,  and  which  resour- 
ces ought  to  be  applied  to  other  objects  belter  cal- 
culatru  to  prepare  the  oalton.  for  both  defensive 
and  oSenstre  measures,  should  the  occasion  re- 
quire them.  It  was  not  therefore  in  any  point  of 
view  an  evidence  of  their  iudinposition  to  meet 
war.  Of  make  it  if  necessary,  but  related  solely  to 
the  means  by  which  they  conceived  it  could 
moat  effectually  be  carried  po. 


Another  gcouod  is  equally  futile  and  destitute 
of  roundaliuo.  He  asks,  when  you  have  reduced 
your  resources,  and  destroyed  your  revenue,  will 
you  goto  war?  He  must  have  forgotten, that  in 
the  very  breath  before  he  had  complained,  because 
you  did  not  expend  millions  on  the  Navy;  now 
he  says  you  have  exhausted  your  resources.  Thia 
is  proof  of  the  gentleman's  consistency.  But  I 
might  call  on  htm  to  show  a  aingte  instance  iit 
which,  during  the  pie^ent  Administration,  the  re- 
sources of  the  nation  have  been  unnecessarily  laid 
out— he  could  point  out  none — pn  the  contrary:, 
ihey  have  been  husbanded  by  them  most  care- 
fully, and,  in  consequence  of  their  economical 
management,  there  is  at  this  time  more  money  in 
yourTreaaury,  than  ever  there  has  been  at  any  pre- 
ceding period.  On  the  first  of  this  month  Inere 
was  in  the  Treasury  sixteen  million  of  dollars, 
which  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  expendi- 
tures authorized  for  the  present  year,and  still  leave 
a  considerahle  balance  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
those  of  the  ensuiog  year,  together  with  the 
amount  of  revenue  thal.shall  during  that  period 
be  received.  Hence  it  is  manifest,  this  allegation 
of  your  having  exhausted  your  resources,  is  desti- 
tute of  the  slightest  faundaiton  in  fact. 

There  was  another  remark  made  by  that  gentle- 
man, which  is  only  noticed  because  it  shows  a  de- 
Eree  of  assumed  self-importance,  and  even  inso- 
:nce,  which  would  hardly^be  expected  from  any 
gentleman,  even  though  he  affected  to  be  the  hero 
of  the  Essex  Junto :  With  akind  of  nantomimical 
exhibition,  which  is  often  performed  on  ihisfloor, 
(I  presume  for  our  amusement,)  he  observed,  "  I 
cannot  suffer  any  longer,  the  cry  of  war  to  go 
abroad."  How,  sir,  did  he  suppose  he  could  pre- 
vent it?  Could  he  imagine  even  for  a  moment, 
ia  the  midst  of  all  his  apparent  mental  delirium, 
that  be  had  any  control  over  the  members  com- 
posing the  majority  of  this  House?  Such  re- 
marks can  only  expose  the  extreme  weakness,  or 
arrogance  of  those  who  make  them,  and  will  be 
treated  by  all  who  heat  ihem  with  that  indignant 
contempt  which  they  bo  justly  merit.  Pursuing 
the  same  course  of  mi  !;re presentation,  it  is  further 
said,  that  this  bill  is  a  continuation  of  the  system 
of  deception  of  the  AdminislraCion,  intended  to 
operate  on  the  elections  in  the  Spring.  1  most 
conclude,  (which  I  regret  very  much  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  doing,)  there  is  mote  corruplioit 
and  turpitude  in  the  part  of  the  country  from 
which  that  gentleman  comes,  than  in  any  with, 
which  I  have  ever  been  acquainted.  He  must 
in  ibis  instance  judge  of  others  by  himself;  for,a( 
he  adduces  no  facts  to  support  bis  asserlion,  he 
must  speak  from  a  knowledge  of  what  would,  in 
similar  circurosinnces,  be  his  own  views,  and 
those  of  his  political  friends.  There  is  no  other  . 
ground  upon  which  lo  account  for  this  assertion — 
unless  indeed  you  ascribe  it  to  motives  siill  more 
base,  if  possible.  He  produces  no  proofs  to  support 
bis  allegation ;  he  must  therefore,  draw  his  infer- 
ences from  analogy.  He  determines  whet  ol>- 
jecta  he  and  his  -friends  would  have  in  view,  and 
whai  courst  they  would  pursue. in  a  similar  case; 
and  very  sagaciously  coDclude!",  ihe  majority  of 
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this   House   are  acluaied   by  like  molives,  i 
vould   acl  accordiDgly.     la  this   coDclusion 
has  been  egregiously  riislaken.     There   is  do 
trust,  among  ine  majority,  a  iiingle  indiTJ Jual 
lUBled  by  such  UDworihy  motives ;  they  have 
other  objects  io  view  but  tliose  ihey  avow — 
charge  is  a  base  and  unfouDdt-d  slander,  Tor  which 
itsaulhor,  if  rules  of  decorum  were  duly  regarded, 
would  justly  merit  and  receive  the  decided  and 
public  censure  of  this  House.     This  course 
and  sooD  will  be  resorted  to,  aiid  can  aloue  prevent 
the  uecessily  of  replying  to  remarks,  which  are 
diHgusting  in  the  highest  degree  to  ^very  ooe  who 
hears  them — it  alone  will  prevent  introducing  on 
this   floor  the   language  of  Billingsgate,  or   the 
courtly  style  of  the  oyster  bench,  aslias  been  done 
by  the  same  gentler    -      "      ■  .  -i .  . . 


never  sat  down  with  fishermen,  or  took  degrees 
at  an  oyster  bench.  If  he  has  not  yet,  sir,  taken 
his  degrees,  I  have  no  doubt,  he  soon  will  receive 
that  honor,  with  universal  coDsent— for  he  cer- 
tainly has  been  a  very  apt  scholar,  and  must  have 
made  great  proSciency  in  the  acquisition  ofiheir 
sentiments,  as  well  as  their  language.  He  has 
given  proofs  of  it  on  this  floor,  exceeding  any- 
thing of  the  kind  ever  before  produced  in  a  re- 
spectable deliberative  body.  He  said  yoa  could 
not  kick  the  majority  of  this  House  iQiowar! 
This  language  is  loo  disgraceful  to  merit  notice — 
in  the  manner  it  was  applied,  it  is  below  the  style 
of  a  eommoD  alehouse,  and  will  Sx  a  stain  on  the 
character  of  its  auibor,  which  all  the  evasions  and 
hypocritical  explanations  to  which  he  may  resort 
cannot  remove  for  years  to  come. 

Bui,  sir,  we  cannot  help  Inquiring  what  has  at 
this  time  produced  all  these  unfounded  charges  7 
And  we  are  impelled  to  conclude,  they  are  the  re- 
sult of  a  preconcerted  plan,  as  has  been  already 
DOliced,  1o  continue  the  delusion  in  the  public 
Opinion  to  the  Eastward,  so  as  to  in'fluence  the  en- 
suing elections  in'ihat  quarter.  On  their  success 
ID  this  effort  rest  all  the  hopes  of  the  party.  In 
the  late  elections,  with  the  aid  of  intrigue  and 
misrepresentations,  they  succeeded  bevoDd  the 
general  expectations,  and  far  beyond  llieir  own. 
SiDce  thai  time  a  number  of  the  Jalse  statements 
which  supported  their  cause  have  been  completely 
refuted  by  the  publication  of  official  documents— 
they  seem  to  consider  their  cause  as  likely  to  be 
desperate — they  can  no  longer  persuade  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  embargo  was  intended  as  a  ftar  mea- 
siirB — that  your  councils  are  guided  by  French 
influence — that  yoti  are  willing  to  submit  to  all 
foreign  aggressions,  and  that  the  embargo  was  to 
be  permanent.  All  these  absurd  tales  hsve  had 
their  round,  and  are  now  no  longer  believed  by 
any  man  of  sense.  The  laal  struggle,  the  forlorn 
bope  now,  is  to  persuade  the  people  you  are  not 
Mrtous,  you  are  not  in  earnest  in  your  prepara- 
tions to  defend  their  rights  and  avenge  their 
wrongs.  They  hope  by  impressing  on  their 
minds  this  barefaced  falsehood,  to  be  able  still  to 
lead  them  in  the  paths  of  eaor^ihey  tremble  for 
tha  tmte  of  their  pany— they  perceive  clearly  tbut 


Great  Britaiti  is  pressed  seTsrely  by  the  embatgo, 
and  is  likely  to  discover  her  error  io  giving  credit 
to  the  false  statements  she  received  from  them  re- 
specting the  people  of  this  country,  and  io  alt  pro- 
bability is  on  the  very  point  of  aceommodaiiDg 
her  differences  with  your  Government.  In  this 
they  see  a  death  blow  to  the  existence  of  the  pan* 
in  Ibis  country,  and  they  use  every  means  in  ibeit 
power  to  prevent  such  event.  Hence  their  un- 
remitted exertions  to  excite  domestic  disinrlh 
ances,  insarrections,  and  rebellion  in  the  E«s[erD 
Stales,  with  the  hope  thereby  to  commit  the  peo- 
ple decisively  on  their  side  of  the  quesiioa,  and 
particularly  to  persuade  Great  Britain  she  bait 
strong  party  here  on  her  side,  and  thereby  induce 
her  to  persevere  in  her  accessions,  aodprevenl 
her  from  doing  justice  to  this  country.  With  her 
they  are  willing  to  rise  or  fall,  and  they  know 
should  our  diflerences  with  foreign  nations  bead- 

J'usted  without  disgracing  oUr  country, thty  vanish 
Drever  as  a  party.  Such  means  pursued  to  effect 
such  objects,  will  draw  dawn  on  their  atitfaors  the 
just  indignation  of  tbe  American  people;  charges 
so  serious,  and  at  the  shme  time  so  groundless, 
made  against  the  Representatives  of  the  natioa  at 
this  imporlani  crisis,  ought  to  be  exposed  and  re> 
pelled  by  every  member  of  the  majority  on  tbii 
floor — and  as  one,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  prononttce 
them,  in  the  face  of  this  naiinn  and  of  (he  world, 
so  far  as  they  were  intended  to  apply  to  me,  to  be 
slanderous  and  malicious' falsehoods. 

Mr,  Qardenieh  said  he  would  not  have  again 
spoken  in  support  of  the  bill ;  but,  be  said,  the 
freedom  of  debate  had  been  violated  in  tbe  House. 
A  gentleman  from  Massachnsttts  (Mr.  Q,niNcT) 
had  exercised  a  Constitutional  privilege  in  ex- 
pressing his  sentiments;  and  he  had  been  aa- 
Bwered  in  a  manner  calculated  to  wound  his  feel- 
ings as  milcb  as  language  could  do  it.  He  con- 
sidered the  purport  of  such  language  to  be  either, 
that  a  man  must  submit  to  disgrace,  or  an  appeal 

cold  iron.  [He  was  twice  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  Ptax;  the  Speaker  decided  each  time  that 
vas  improper  to  refer  to  personal  combat.] 
G.  expressed  his  horror  of  the  use  of  abuiive 
language.  He  said  that,  although  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Quinct)  came  from  a 
country  wheretbetermcowardicewas  not  known, 
yet  it  was  equally  disgraceful  to  resort  to  ^  cer- 
tain mode  of  resenting  injuries  practised  in  othet 
Stales.  He  hoped  irritikting  language  wonld,  ia 
'nlure,  be  dropped. 

Mr.  QniNCY  said  he  should  Dot  bare  again 
sen  in  this  debate,  did  not  tbe  observaiioos  bf 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Qardbnieb) 
in  a  manner'  compel  some  explanatioD.  Tbe  in- 
terest he  has  been  pleased  to  express  on  account 
of  the  language  which  has  been  addressed  to  me, 
<aid  Mr.  Q^,  is  very  natural  to  a  gentleman  in  bis 
litualion,  and  entitles  him  to  my  gratitude.  But 
:be  course  of  my  education  has  inculcated  othw 
sentiments,  and  Instilled  difierent  feelings.  I  have 
been  taught  that  tbe  just  pride  of  life  is  only  tl- 
'  'ned  by  acquiring  real  honor  among  honorable 

!n;  and  that  this  can  only  be   effected  by  an 
undeviaiing  course  of  public  and  priTsiecwadcl, 
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Greeted  by  sound  principle,  and  lerminaiiDg, 
when  it3*marks  and  liiaiis  are  fully  uDderaiooG, 
in  a  rulfillmeal of  duty.  Such  a  course  I  kave 
attempted  to  pursue  io  tbis  debate,  though  it-faas 
been  my  tot  to  be  nUtaken  or  mis  represented  by 
slmoft  every  gentleman  who  hfts  undertaken  to 
teply  to  me.  Towards  neither  of  those  who  have 
teen  fit  to  resort  to  suah  opprobrious  lanfuage  can 
I  feel  any  reMDtineat ;  tiiey  art  wdcomS  to  all 
the  adT8iitagerlheyeaaderire,froni  it. 

It  is  iny  fortimt — perhaps  iti  the  opioioA  of  seme 
it  is  my  misfortune,  to  represeDt,not  ooly  agreat, 
a  wise,  a 'powerful,  an  intelliKent,  but  what,  in 
that  conntry,  is  vahied  more'thaD  all,  a  religious 

(leople.  Gentleroen  very-well  uDdersland,  when 
bey  use  terms  in  debate  to  which  the  customs  of 
this  part  of  the  couotry  admit  of  but  ooe' species 
of  reply,  that  sucb  a  resort  is  allogelher  prohibit- 
ed by  ibe  sentiment  of  that  part  to  which  I  belong. 
Tbey  know  that,  so  far  from  l)eing  honor,  it  is 
ft  disgrace,  in  mycounlry,  to  aveoge  wrongs  of 
.words  ia  the  way  which  is  here,  in  a  meaner  ne- 
eeesary;  and  that  a  successful  issue,  in  such  a 
mode  p(  vengeance,  would  there  terminate  the 
'bit|)ei,  as  well  of  political  as  of  private'  boacr  of 
koy  man  who,  ac  my  period  of  life,  shbuld  adopt 
it.  And  I  shall  Dol,  in  order  to  gain  the  tempo- 
tmty  applause  of  men  whom  I  canuot  respect,  for- 
feit  the  esteem  of  those  whose  good  opinion  is,  in 
this  life,  the  most' precious  reward.  I'htsis  my 
atttialion  ;  I  am  sent  here  by  such  constituenCs  to 
aupporl  their  inieresls  and  inainiBin  theirrigbls, 
according  to  my  apprehension  ()f  ihem.  Myautjr 
ui  these  respects  I  shalt  futSI;  nor  shall  I  be  de- 
terred from  perfurmina  it,  by  the  asperities  at  the 
Tiolence  of  any  friends  of  the  present,  or  any  fu- 
ture Executive,  of  any,  or  all  the  royal  cousins. 

-My  argument,  such  as  it  was,  will  be  laid,  1 
tniM,  faiily  before  the  people;  wbeiber  I  ban 
passed  the  hoandary  of  parliamentary  duty  or  dt 
corum  I  cheerfully  refer  to  iheii  jodgmeai.  The 
obaervfltions  made  tn  reply  have  been  one  tissue 
of  (Distakea.  I  ought  to  have  iMerrupfeil  eael 
feoilemaa  at  least  twenty  times;  but  if  gentle 
men  cannot,  or  will  not,  undentaod  the  bearing 
of  aik  argumentj  it  does  not  become  me  to  be  per- 
petually correcimg  Ihem,  Iftheyintinupondresij,- 
IBC  up,  in  their  own  way,  their  rag-babiei,  and 
will  sha^e  and  beat  them  aboat  for  tleir  own 
amusement,  it  is  nat  for  me  to  interfere.  Cer- 
tainly, I  dobelieve  with  the  genllemEui  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  QAHDBNiBe,^  that  the  privileges  of 
ibiaHoutehave  bc«n  violated.  The  ground  which 
1  took  was  perfectly  parJiamentary — 1  opeBljr 
disclaimed,  in  the  owtset,  all  personalities ;  1  can- 
vassed only  public  men,  and  attsmpted  to  reason 
eoacerning  their  inteations  from  their  public  con- 
duct  alone.  With  respect  to  the  motives  of  this 
House  in  psssiag  theembargos  what  I  said  upon 
that  point  was  expressly  stated  as  being,  not  in- 
tended to  criminate,  or  eVen  directly  to  attribute, 
t>«t  only  as  a  mere  reoapitnlaiion  of  all  the  mO' 
tirsi  which  had  ever  been  suggested  as  existing 
and  (his  was  donC solely  to  support  my  main  ar 
KUmevt,  that  none  of  llfesa  did  include  those  mo 
tiV*s  which,  as  I  ttndercook  to  sbow,  did  operate 


with  the  KtecDtivF.  Whenever  what  I  then 
irged  shall  be  before  the  public,  the  correctness 
of  this  ;il^tement  will  be  apparent.  This  is  not 
"  explaining  away,"  sir.  Gentlemen  will  not  lake 
the  trouble  to  understani)  tbebbearing  of  an  argu- 
ment.; they  sic  endnote  dowfi  some  independent 
sentence  which  strikes  their  ear  ;  they  seize  upoa 
scraps  which  are,  perbaps,'Ooly  sobsidiary  or  il- 
lustrative to  the  general  scope  of  the  reasoning; 
on  these  they  Ri,  and  these  they  rend,  as  though 
they  had  in  their  grasji  the  substaoce  of  what 
was  urged.  ' 

However,  il  was  not  my  intention  to  enter  evea 
:hus  far  into  additional  elucidations  of  this  kind. 
Enowin?  the  solid  ground  on  which  I  stand,  1 
have  litile  solicitude  concerning  the  effect  of  the 
observations  of  these  gentlemen ;  the  force  of  their 
reapon,  if  it  have  any,  will  only  be  ftlt  in  its  re- 
oil  on  themselves;  for  I.  have  this  great  coosota- 
ion,  in  the  certainty,  that,  where  1  am  known, 
iiothing  those  gentlemen  can  say  will  injure  me: 
and  also  in  the  further  belief,  that  the  effect  will 
not  be  grsaiar  where  tluT/  aie  known. 

No  other  amendment  beioe  offered  to  the  billi 
it  was  ordered  tobeengrosseiifora  third  reading* 
The  bill  being  brotight  in  engrossed, «  motios 
was  made  that  the  same  be  read  the  third  tim« 
to-morrow :  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon, 
Li  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motioQ  was  then  tiiaile  by  Mr.  :Siiilib,  that 
the  bil]  be  now  ^atl  the  third  time:  and  the 
qtKi^lioD  being  tal^ep  thereupon,  it  was  resolved 
in  ibe  affirmative. 

The  said  bill  was,  aceotdingly,  road  the  thivd 
lime :  Whereupon,  Mr.  SraAKXR  stated  tba  qoea- 
tion  from  the  Chair,  that  the  same  do  pass  ?  And, 
the  .question  being  taken,  it  was  reaiUved  ia  the 
afirmaCive — yeas  60,  na-ys  86,  as  follows : 

Yiis— Lemuel  1.  Alston,  Willia  Alrton,  jr.,  Eiekid 
Bseon,  Willism  W.  Bibb,  lehn  Blake,  jr.,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Boyls,  Robert  Bn>w^,  William  Bntler,  Jaseph 
Calboun,  Epaphroditus  Chainpion,  Jabn  Cloptoa,  (}f- 
chard  Cook,  Rtdnrd  Cutta,  John  Datnon,  JtMialt 
Deine,  Joh^  Daiha,  William  £1^,  John  W.  Bppes,' 
William  Findtev,JamesFiik,  Barest  Qardeniar,  Fran- 
cis Gardner,  Thoiaa*  Ghol*on,_ji.,  Charies  Goidabo- 
rough,  PeterwnGoadwjn.lNialiL.  Gresn,  John  Har- 
ris, William  Helmi,  David  HoIium,  Benjamin  Hcward, 
DsDiel  Ilsley,  John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jgnkini,  Biob- 
aid  M.  Johnseo,  Walter  Joaes,  Thomas  Kenan,  FhiltB 
B.  Key,  William  Kirkpitrick,  John  Lambert,  JoMph 
Leiria,  jr.,  John  Lotb,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Maateia, 
William  McCreery,  Willism  Milnor,  DanisJ  Monl> 
gomery,  jr.,  John  Montgomerj,  Nicbotaa  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moitelj,  Gordon  8.  Momford,  Roger  Nelson, 
Tbomu  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton.  Wilson  C.  Nicho- 
las, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Jabn  Pugh,  John 
Rea  of  PaDDsylvRDia,  John  Rhea  of  Tanneasce,  Jacob 
Riebardi,  MaUhias  Richards,  Ebstwier  Seavar,  Deani* 
Smalt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Heory  South- 
ard, Clement  Storer,  Samuel  Taggatt,  John  Taylor, 
Jamea  I.  Van  Allen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Whilehill,  Isaac  WUbonr,  Alexander  WilMin,  Nathan 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NITS'— BoTwetl  Basaelt,  William  BlacUedge,  Thos. 
Blount,  Hartiii  Chhlenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dav^ 
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ODportijr.,  Mmback  Franklin,  Edwin  Gnj,  Richurd 
Jkckian,  JuoM  Kellj,  Matlhen  L^on,  NathHniel  Ma- 
con, Josiah  Quincj,  John  Randolph,  Jolin  Rowan, 
Jamea  Sloan,  Richard  SUnlbnl,  William  Stedman, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  Abrain  Trigg, 
Jabei  Upbam,  Pbiti{t  Tan  CorUandt,  Nicbolaa  Van 
D;ke,  Jeaae  Wharton,  and  David  S.  Williami. 
AJjouined  lo  Monday. 

MoNBATi  JaauBif  23. 

Mr.  Macoh,  from  ihe  msDagers  appoioted  oo 
the  pan  of  this  House  loaiiend  aconfereoce  with 
the  Seoaie  od  Ibe  subject-matter  ofibe  am«nd- 
meols  depending  between  (be  t^^'0  Houses  lo  the 
bill,  entitled  -'An  act  aulhoriaing  Ihe  appoint- 
ment and  emplofment  of  an  additional  nurobei 
of  navy  officers,  aeamen,  and  marines."  reported 
Ibat  tbey  had  met  (he  managers  on  the  port  of 
the  Senate,  and  conferred  freely  on  the  disBgree- 
ing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses;  but  come  to  no 
agreement  thereupon. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  GoinmitCee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  respecting  execu- 
tions for  £  mall  debts  in  the  county  of  Washing- 
lOD,  in  ihe  District  of  Columbia  ;  which  trasread 
twiceand  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Hoi^MEs.  from  the  Committee  of  CUima, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs; 
which  wa*  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittM  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FisE,  from  the  committee  appointed  tb« 
fifteenth  of  November  last,  presented  a  bit!  for 
■Itering  the  times  and  places  for  holding  Ibe  Cir- 
caitCourl  of  the  United  States  within  the  District 
of  Vermont;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Commiilee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

The  Sfeaeeb  presented  10  the  House  a  petition. 
.  ID  the  French  language,  from  tun  dry  iohabitaols 
of  Soussignes,  in  the  Territory  of  Mich  lean,  pray- 
ing that  such  measures  may  be  adopteo,  as  Con- 
peaa  in  tbeir  wisdom  may  deem  proper,  for  caus- 
iDg  a  number  of  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  panic ularly  such  of  the  said  laws  b>  relate 
to  the  Michigan  Territory,  to  be  printed  in  the 
French  language,  for  the  convenience  and  bene- 
fit of  the  petitioners,  and  other  inhabitants  ofthat 
Territory.— KeferredloMr.  Whahtos,  Mr.  McM- 
FOHD,  and  Mr.  Key  ;  to  eiamime  and  report  iheir 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Jrrbmiah  Mokhow,  frooi'Ihe  Committee 
OD  the  Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  coocernins 
claims  to  landi  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  grant- 
ed by  Ihe  British  Governmenl  of  West  Florida; 
irhich  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
jDittee  of  [be  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  went  into  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  providing  for  Ibe  increase  of  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment.  The  bill  coaiemplales  the 
raising  of  50,000  volunteers. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Nslson,  the  first  blank 
waa  so  filled  as  to  limit  the  term  of  service  to 
two  years.  | 


The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  with 

ibesmendmenis. 

The  House  immediately  took  up  (he  report,  and 
after  some  observations  in  opposition  10  the  bill, 
from  Mr  Milnob,  the  quesuouon  engrossingibe 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays  and  carried — yeas  72,  oaya  45,  as  fallows: 

YaiB — Lemuel  J.  Atiton,  Wiltia  Alston.  Jan.,  Gi»> 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Baaaett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  John  Blake,  jun.,  Thotoaa  BJoant,  Adam  Bpjd,' 
John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WU- 
liam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  CuCts,  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deaoe, 
Joaeph  Deiba,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Eppo, 
William  Findlej,  Jamea  Fiak,  Meahack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Gholsnn,  jun.,  Peterson  Goodnjn,  iHiah  L. 
Green,  WUliam  Helms,  James  HoIIaod,  David  Holmei, 
Benjamiji  Honard,  Reuben  Humphieyi,  John  (i.  Jack- 
ion,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomai 
Kenan,  John  Lambert,  John  Love,  Robert  Marion, 
William  McCreerf,  John  Montgomery,  Kichdu  R. 
Moore,  Thoa.  Moore,  John  Morroiv,  CurdoaS.  Hgm- 
ford,  Roger  Nelnin,  Thos.  Newbold,  Tbomu  Newton, 
Wilson  C  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessen,  Jacob  Richards,  Lemuel .Siwjer, 
Benjamin  8ayt  Ebcneier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dm- 
□ts  Smelt,  John  Smihe,  Jedadiah  K.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  SduUiard,  Peter  Swart,  John  Tajki, 
Abram  Trigg,  Georga  M.  Troup,  Jame*  I,  Van  Alea, 
Isaao  Wilbour,  Alexander  Wilson,  JVathan  Wilson, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Hiis— Joieph  Barker,  William  Blaciledge,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana.  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  Jas.  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Jamei  M.  Gamelt, 
Charles  Goldtborough,  Eilwio  Gray,  John  Harris,  Johfk 
Heister,  William  Hoge,  Daniel  Ldej,  Richard  Jack- 
■on  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  I.ewia,  Jun.,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon.  William  Milnor,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  jun..  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Samuel  RiheT, 
John  Roirati,  John  Rusnell,  James  Sloan,  Samnd 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  LafriiB. 
StuTges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Thomp»)n,  Jsbei  Uphsm,  nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ka- 
lian K,  Van  RcDsseraar,  JeMp  Wharton,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  and  David  S.  Williami. 

On  the  motion  that  the  hill  be  ordered  for  a 
third  reading  to-mocrow. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wit^LiAHB  wished  that  it  might  be 
postponed  Until  the  course  which  was  to  be  put- 
sued  should  be  determined.    He  alluded  to  a  dec- 
laration that  was  made  some  daya  Moce  by  Mr. 
Bacon,  that  he  would  bring  forward  a  motion  fot 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  at  a  certain  period. 
Mr.  W.  wished  to  have  the  question  sealed  befora 
this  additional  force  should  be  voted. 
Mr.  Nelson  could  not  consent  to  a  posipone- 
eot.     He  thought  the  country  ought  to  be  pat 
to  an  immediaie  state  of  defence^  and  it  would 
unwise  to  repeal  the  embargo  until  that  wai 
done.     He  apprehended  oo  danger  to  the  libertiea 
of  the  people  from  the  increased  force  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,     From  what  he  had  seeti.of  the  mi- 
litia, he  did  not  belitve  them  su£cienily  discip- 
lined to  be  so  immediately  effective. 

Mr.  Tallmadqe  thought  the  bill  of  more  im- 
portanca  in  respect  to  the  interest  of  the  people 
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tbaDthee^'lemaD  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson) 
teemed  to  imagioe,  He  tbcrefote  mored  that  it 
shoutJ  be  ordered  to  a  llitrd  reading  oo  ihift  day 
week,  ibat  gptttlemen  might  liavelioii:  to  coasider 
the  bill  in  all  its  liearing^. 
■  Mr,  Bacon  wished  for  an  iniermediale  period. 
He  said  tie  should  aot  shriab  from  tbe  duty  which 
he  had  assigned  himselr,  ia  bricgiog  forward  a 
resotuiioDror  ihe  repeal  of  the  emhargoat  uodis- 

Mr.  Desha  moved  that  the  bill  be  r^ad  a  third 
time  on  Thurvidav  next.      , 

Mr.  D.  R.  WtLt.i4M3  thought  if  war  measures 
were  resolved  upon,  the  Datioo  should  know  it. 
If  war  was  the  object  of  the  present  bill  it  was 
deceiviss  the  people. ' 

Mr,  Nelson  made  some  reinarbs  in  support  of 
tbe  bill.and  of  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ltsn  wished  the  longest  period  named 
inighl  prevail.  He  wanted  even  to  Ionic  over  a 
book  of  speeches,  in  which  he  fnund  certain  pria- 
eiples  i[)direet  hostility  to  the  preseoi  bill  maia- 
iBined  by  the  gemleman  who  now  filU  the  Chair 
and  the  celebrated  personage  who  is  at  preseot  at 
the  bead  of  [he  Treasury.— He  wanted  to  show 
the  Republicans  what  they  themselves  had  said 
upon  the  subject.  He  called  these  men  time  ser- 
vers, whose  principles  altered  In  suit  the  times. 

Mr.  NrcB0i^4s  supported  tbe  bill,  not  on  the 
ground  of  its  contemplating  the  raisip^  of  more 
militia  or  vqluuteers,  but  as  an  army  nt  i^fence. 

Mr.  Gardenier  moved  that  tbe  third  readiDe 
of  the  bill  should  be  pustponed  until  tbe  23d  of 
Febrnary  next.  Mr.  G.  look  a  wide  view,  in  a 
speecli  of  about  au  hour,  of  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  and  of  tbe  present  system  of  measurei, 
mod  hoped  thai  geatlemen,  if  they  would  not  Edq- 
sent  to  ^u  back,  would  at  least  consent  to  make 
a  abort  pause,  and  all,ow  time  lu  have  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  naiioa  before  they 
ihould-pass  the  piesent  bill. 

Mr.  MAcaw  replied  at  length  to  Mr.  Gabde- 
KiEB,  defecdiag  the  embargo  and  the  other  mea- 
aUTVS  of  the  GoTernmcnl. 

Mr.  jr.  G.  Jackhon  also  spoke  at  length  in  reply 
to  Mr.  GAHOtNiEii. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  airf  naysj 
on  Ihe  mntioD  of  Mr.  GAHDBKiEa,  and  lost— yeu 
16,  nays  65,  ai  follows: 

YBi*_Epapbreditin  Champion,  Martitt  Chitten- 
den Barenl  Girfemer,  Wiilram  Hogo,  Bicbaid  Jack- 
ami,  ilobait  Jenkina,  Mitthew  Lyon,  WilliBm  MDnor, 
Jonathaa  O.  Moselj,  John  Raasell,  Jame«  8loan,  Wil- 
lUm  Stechnin,  Lewis  B.  Sturgei,  Benjamin  TaUmadge, 
Jabea  Upham,  &Dd  Archibald  Van  Horn. 

Nats— WilUi  Alston,  inn.,  Biekiel  Bacon,  David 
B«rd,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blacliledge,  Thomui 
Blount,  John  fiovie,  WiilUm  A.  Bumell.  Wahan». 
Batler,  JoMph  Calhonn,  John  Clop  ton,  HI  chard  Cntta, 
John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deaoe,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  'William  Findley,  Ja«.  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
h»,  Franda  GurdnBT,  Tho&.a  GhoUon,  Jan.,  Peterson 
0€>0dwtn,  Isaiah  L.  Green.  William  Helms,  JamM 
HtfUand,  David  Holmea,  Benjamin  Pewaid,  John  G- 
Ja«kMn,  Richari  M.  Johnson,  Waltw  Jones,  Thomsa 
Kenan,  i<^  Lambert,  Nathania)  Maean,  Kobett  Ma- 


.  Josiah  Maatera,  Williatn  McCreeiy,  John  Mont- 
gomeiv,  Nicholsa.  Jt-  Mooie,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
"  -~,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger 
I,  Thoa.  NewLiold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C. 
Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Res  of  Pennnjlvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  MattliiaB  Riehsrds.  Samuel  Riker, 
Benjamin  8sy,  Ebeneier  Scaver,  Samuel  Shnw,  John 
Smtlie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henrj  Soothsrd,  Clement  Slorer,  John  Taylor,  James 
I.  Van  Alen,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Dsvid  R.  Williams,  and 
Alexander  Wilson. 

notion  was  made  by  Mr.  TALUMAoaE,  that 
id  bill  be  read  the  time  on  Monday  next: 
and  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  maile  by  Mr.  Nelson,  that 
the  said  bill  be  read  the  third  time  on  Wednesday 
■  ■  "nd  the  question  being  taken  thereupon,  It 


And  0 


esolred  in  the 


}D,  the  House  adjourned  until  It 


Tdesdat,  Jannuy  24. 

The  Sp£ai[e*  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accompanied 
with  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund,  and  sundry  statements  marked  A, 
B,  G,  D,  and  E,  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the 
''Act  for  tbe  better  governmeni  of  the  Navy  of 
iheUalted  Slates;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Say  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Managers  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Tioga 
Turnpike  Road  Company,  praying  that  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  authorized  to  subscribe  for 
such  a  number  of  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  said 
campany,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congreas  shall  seem 
meet.— Referred  to  the  committee  appcanted,  the 
eleveRth  of  November  last,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  as  re- 
lates t»  the  disposition  of  the  surpluasos  of  our 
revenue  in  the  improvement  of  roads,  canals,  riv- 
ers^ and  education ;  to  examine  and  report  their 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  House. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  Hoiite 
that  the  Bennte  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 


Courts  and  abridging  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Diitrict  Courts  of  the  disiricis  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Ohio:"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  to  cotnpleic  the  fortifica- 
tion, commenced  for  the  securiiv  of  tbe  seaport 
towns  and.  harbors  of  the  Unitea  Slates,  and  to 
defray  the  eipenne  of  deepening  and  extending  to 
tbe  river  Mississippi  the  canal  of  Carondelet;" 
to  which  hills,  respeccively,  they  desire  Ihe  con- 
currence of  this  House.  The  Senate  adhere  to 
their  ameitdments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  the  appointment  and  employment  of 
an  additional  number  of  navy  ofBcera,  seamen, 
and  marines,"io  their  disagreement  to  which  tfaja 
Heuse  bath  insisted. 
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Fortificaiiott* — Preparationt  for  War. 


FOBTIFICATIONS. 

Th«  Houae  renolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wbote  on  the  bill  making  appropriatiotis  lo 
complete  the  fartiScaCioni  commencFd  for  tbc  se- 
enrit}r  of  the  seaport  towns  ftnd  harbots  of  tho 
United  B(&tes,  and  to  defray  the  expeose'of  deep- 
ening and  ezteoding  in  the  rirer  Mississippi  the 
catialofCBrondekL 

Mr.  BLOt;NT  moTed  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  turn 
with  $450,000,  aod  read  the  following  estiroateof 
the  sums  necessary  for  completing  the  fortifica- 
tions in  each  8iale  for  the  ensuing  year : 
For  the  MTcral  worki  &t  and  near  N.  Oileani  $36,000 
For  do.  in  ths  Sute  of  Georgia  -  -  -  60,000 
For  do.  in  the  StalBofSonth  CaioliDi  -  -  30,000 
Fordo.  ID  the  8tiM  of  North  Carolina  •  -  10,000 
Fordo,  in  the  State  of  Virginia  -  -  -  S8,0OO 
For  do.  in  the  State  of  Mirjl and  -  -  -  1B,000 
For  do.  in  the  Slate  of  Delaware  ,-  -  -  18,000 
Far  do.  iD  (kaStauof  Penniylvinia  -  -  6,000 
For  do.  in  tbe  Stale  of  New  Jersey  -  .  -  14,000 
For  do.  in  the  State  of  New  York  -  -  -  165,000 
Fo[  do.  ID  theStateof  Connectirut  -  •  S4,000 
For  do.  ia  the  State  of  Rhoda  latand  •  -  8,000 
For  do.  in  the  State  of  Maraach'U  a^d  Maine  26,000 
For  do.  in  the  Sute  of  New  Uanpehire        -      4,000 


Total 


¥448,000 


The  moiioQ  wu  Rfreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Van  Dteb  moted  to  iniert,  at  the  end  of 
the  section  which  prorides  for  completing  the 
works  already  commenced,  ibe  words,  "and  for 
erecting  such  other  foriificaiions  as  maybe  deemed 
neeeisuy." — Agreed  to,  without  a  dirision. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUDR  mored  to  strike  ont  of  the 
bill  the  words,  "exetusiTe  of  the  contemplated 
line  of  blocks  and  ehaios  across  the  harbor  of  New 
York,"  and  insert  aproriso  thainopertof  tkeroo' 
ney  appropriated  hy  this  bill  sbosld  be  employed 
ia  that  mode  of  defence,  and  that  the  materials 
provided  for  it  abooM  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of 
the  aale  be  appropriated  to  other  forlificatioDS. 
This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  BnawELL 
and  BLOtJHT,&ild  afterwards  withdrawn. 

A  motion  wa«  made  by  Mr.  Macok,  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  (respecting  the 
canal  of  Carottdelet.)  This  motion  was  super' 
aeded  by  a  motion  of  Mr.  Dana  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise,  in  order  to  recommit  the  bill;  on  which 
■DOtioB,  a  debate  look  place  of  two  or  three  houra 
in  length,  turning  principally  on  the  question  of 
the  propriety  of  chat  mode  of  defending  New  Or- 
leans. Motion  to  rise  lost— 47  to  40.  Motion  to 
(ttike  out  the  setiond  section  lost — 55  to  40. . 

The  blank  ia  the  second  section  was  filled  with 
«25.000. 

Hr.  Newton  moved  a  new  sectioD,  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  cause  a 
survey  of  the  land  lying  between  the  head  of  the 
Eaaiern  hraucb  of  Elizabeth  and  Lyonhavea  riv- 
er^ to  ascertain  the  praciioabilityofcuufogaoaDai 
tcross. — Negatived,  ayes  10. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended,  whiob  was  ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  readipg. 


PREPARATION  FOR  WAR. 
Mr.NlCHOLAB  said,  that  there  never  wuaperi- 
od  in  any  country  which  more  required  the  nnion 
and  eietiion  of  alt  its  crtizeOs  to  extricate  it  from 
its  difficulties,  than  the  situation  of  this  couotrj- 
required  at  the  present  time.  The  two  most  pow- 
erful nations  of  the  world,  said  be,  are  io  a  slate 
ofwaragaihst  this  coontry.  Their  aggressions 
againatus  have  been  continued  forlwelve  months, 
whilst  we  bare  used  every  honorable  means  in 
out  power  to  avoid  war. '  I  have  repeatedly  de- 
clared my  determinaiioo  never  to  submit  to  the 
wrongs  received ;  that  when  the  embargo  failed, 
we  must  resori  to  the  valor  and  pairioiiumof  oui 
citizens.  Sir,  we  hare  loo  much  reason  to  believe 
that  [he  moment  is  at  hand  when  noihi'ug  ebe  can 
extricate  oa  from  our  difficulties.  Uy  aiteniion 
has  been  particularly  called  to  the  neeeKsiir  of 
measures  of  the  sort  I  am  about  to  propose,  liam 
the  opposition  made  lo  the  preparation  for  mu  hy 
gentlemen  who  rely  mostly  upon  the  embf  rgo  asa 
coercive  measure,  and  declare,  that  as  long  as  it 
continues,  no  preparation  should  be  made  with  a 
view  to  a  state  of  war.  If  the  country  remains 
in  a  situation  unprepared  to  meet  war,  until  the 
period  when  every  man  would  be  satisfied  that 
the  embargo' ought  to  be  raised,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  continue  it  six,  eight,  or  ten  monttu 
longer,  till  we  can  prepare  for  actual  war.  But, 
sir,  in  our  preparations,  mere  defence  should  not 
be  the  sole  object.  We  are  the  in^'ured  party  in 
the  coaiesl.  This  state  of  thinrs  imposes  upon 
us  the  necessity  of  being  prepirea  to  prosecute  th« 
war;  because,  if  we  seek  redress  for  injury,  the 
mere  de/enct  of  the  country  will  not  answer  the 
purpose ;  and  therefore  there  is  the  sreaier  neces- 
sitf  for  extensive  preparation.  After  these  ob- 
aervatjoos,  Mr.  N.oDered  the  following  resolutioB, 
which  he  moved  to  refer  to  a  Comoaiuee  of  the 
Whole: 
ReioJued,  Ai thBopiDio>iari]ti*BoQHe,tbatlIiaDni. 

ted  States  ought  not  to  delay  beyond  the day  of 

to  repeal  the  emba^o  laws,  and  lo  resume,  mun- 

tain,  and  defend  the  navigation  of  the  hiBhaeaasgatoat 
any  nation  or  natione  hiiing  in  force  edicts,  order*,  or 
decrees,  Tiotating  the  lawful  commerce  and  nentral 
lights  of  the  United  Sutes. 

After  B  few  observations  from  Mr.  Daiia,  ei' 
pressive  of  a  wish  lo  see  a  whole  system,  and  the 
object  of  the  preparation  for  War  precisely  defined, 
expresaing  at  the  tame  time  a  deaire  to  give  the 
subject  an  early  coDstderaiioB,  the  rcaolotiaa  wai 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next,  ia 
preference  to  to-day — 53  to  45. 

WEnNESDAT,  JanaarySS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houu  a  IctW 

from  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury,  acccmtpaay- 


ing  certain  papers  exhibiting  the 
which  hare  betia  transmitted  by  liim  to  the  Col- 
leatorsof  ihe  Revenue  Ad  other  oSoeraafihe 
United  States,  in  rclaiioD  to  the  «cc  laying  an 
embargo  upon  all  ships  aikd  reaaela  ia  the  paru 
and  harbors  of  i^e  United  Slates,  aad  the  aareral 
acta auppteoMBtary  thereto;  alao,  the  muaetni 
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p]ae«B  or  residence  or  •ertain  peniona  who  bi 
oeen  delected  in  Tiolitin^  the  enibarffo  laws,  pre- 
Ipared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  this  Hoase 
of  ihe  foDrteenth  of  November  la^. 

The  FBid  letter  was  resil,  and,  together  with 
ibe  papen  transmitted  iherewitb,  ordered  to  lie 
on  loe  table. 

Mr.  BOBWELL  presented  s  memorial  of  the  Pre- 
lideDt,  Managers,  and  Company,  of  the  Philadel- 

ebia,  Braodywine,  aod  New  London  Turopilte 
io»d,  praying  tbe  aid  Mid  patronage  of  Coagren, 
to  enebie  the  said  company  to  open  and  complete 
aroad  from  the  ciiy  of  Philadelpbia,  by  Chadd's 
Ford,  on  Brandywine,  and  New  London  Croat- 
Roads,  to  the  line  of'ihe  State  of  Pennsytvania, 
in  ■  direciJoD  towards  tbe  ciljr  of  Baltimore.— Re- 
ferred lo  the  commiliee  appointed  ilie  eleventh  of 
November  last,  on  so  much  of  the  Mestage  from 
ihe  President  of  the  United  Slates,  at  ibe  com- 
mencement  of  the  present  session,  as  relalM  lo 
the  dispDsilion  of  (be  surplilsses  orour  revenupin 
the  improvement  of  roads,  canals,  rivers,  and  edo- 
cation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cloptom,  tfaal  a  peiition  of 
luadry  British  merchants,  aod  others,  subjects  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  presented  on  the  twenty- 
first  of  December,  one  ifiousand  eight  hundred 
■od  fonr,  and  praying  "that  the  power  aod  au- 
thority granted  by  law  to  the  Federal  Circuti 
Courts,  may  be  extended  to  the  trial  and  deter  mi- 
oation  of '  all  caveea  arUing  under  treaties,^  or  to 
eanses  where  an  alien  is  a  party,  to  which  (he  mat- 
ter indispote.  exclusive  of  costs,  isonder  the  sum 
of  five  hnndred  dollars  ;  or  that  meh  other  tribu- 
nal may  be  established  for  the  ItIbI  and  daiermi- 
oaiion  of  the  said  cause*  as  to  ihe  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress shall  seem  meet,"  be  referred  to  the  coasid- 

Mr.  C.  slated  (hat,  in  making  this  motion,  he 
was  (ar  from  having  any  desire  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetiiion  should  be  granted;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  very  much  opposed  (o  it,  but  that  he  made 
the  motion  solely  to  comply  with  the  soliciialioo 
of  an  agent  of  the  petitioners,  residing  in  the 
district  he  represented,  who  had  earneaily  re- 
quested him  to  caU  the  subject  into  view,  and 
endeavor  lo  obtain  a  final  decision  by  the  Honse. 
Motion  for  reference  lost—ayes  33.  The  petition 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

COLLBCTOHSHIP  OP  BOSTON. 
Mr.  QntNOT.— Mr.  Speaker,  Irise  to  perform  a 
great  duty ;  tful  oae  imperiously  demanded,  ai  I 
apprebend,  by  mr  station,  aod  by  the  knowledge 
of  facts  which  I  nave  in  possession.  By  the  !-ec- 
ond  section  of  the  first  article  nf  the  ConsiitB- 
tioD,  this  Hoase  have  "  the  sole  power  of  impeach- 

This  doty,  always  painful,  it  mast  perform,  if 
oeeasKin  calls  for  it.  And  every  member  who 
has  reason  lo  believe  thai  a  high  crime  or  misde- 
meanor has  been  committed,  is  bound  to  slate 
that  opinion  to  the  House,  and  to  move  suuh  an 
iaquiry  as  tbe  nature  of  tb,e  supposed  offence 
demands. 

Of  all  Ihe  duties  of  Iha  Exeeutlre  Magistfata  I 


of  this  nation,  that  in  relation  to  the  filling  of 
important  public  offices  is  the  most  critical,  the 
most  likely  to  be  abused,  and  the  one  which  this 
House  ought  most  scrupulously  to  watch;  be* 
cause  these  appoioimenls  are  the  avenues  of  cor- 
rupt influence ;  and,  of  all  species,  perhaps,  that 
is  the  most  datirerons  which  keeps  men,  then 
acting  in  high  official  stations,  subject  to  such  an 
influence  by  not  only  Ibe  actual  perception  of  tbe 
profit  of  the  places  which  they  hold,  but  by  ihe 
assurance  of  further  lucrative  advancement,  in 
case  of  continued  fidelity  to  him  who  holds  the 
distribution  of  offices.  Under  this  aspect,  sir,  I 
do  not  betitateiodeclare'roy  opinion,  thai  a  high 
misdemeanor  has  been  eomroiited  against  this 
nation,  concerning  which'  it  is  the  bounden  doty 
of  this  House  to  inquire,  and  either  to  remove 
Ihe  ground  of  suspicion,  or  establish  the  fact  be- 
fore the  world.  lUus  is  the  charge  which  I  ex- 
pect to  substantiate:  That  the  colleclorship  of 
Ibe  port  of  Boston  and  Charlestowo,  being  a 
place  of  great  trust  and  importance,  and  also  of 
ample  emolument,  has  been  now  for  more  than 
two  yearSj  kept,  in  .a  manner,  vacant,  and  ever 
since  left  in  the  condition  of  a  sinecure,  in  the 
hands  of  the  then  incnmbent,  after  the  Ezecuiire 
had  full  information  of  the  fact,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  the  said  office  In  reserve  for  Henry 
Dearborn,  long  a  member  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration, then  and  now  Secretary  ofWar. 
The  facts  I  expect  and  am-  prepared  lo  prove 

First.  That,  in  November,  1806,  Benjamin 
Lincolb,  Esq.,  collector  of  that  port,  did  write  10 
Ibe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  staling'  his 
infirmities  apd  advanced  years,  and  asking  leave 
to  resign  at  the  end  of  that  year.    . 

Second.  That  he  did  receive  an  answer  from 
the  President,  in  December  following,  expressing 
a  high  sense  of  his  Revohitionary  services,  and 
requesting  him  to  give  biro  a  little  longer  time  to 
look  out  lor  a  suitable 'character  to  fill  the  said 
office,  and  limiting  the  time  to  the  last  of  March 
then  following,  viz :  March,  19D?,  "  beyond  which 
he  assured  him  he  should  not  be  detained."  That 
Qeneral  Lincoln,  in  retily,  consented  lo  continue 
until  the  last  of  the  said  March. 

Third.  That  no  appointment  in  March  was 
made,  and  that  Qeoerat  Lincoln  did,  on  the  30ih 
of  September,  1807,writelo  the  President  staring 
his  infirmities,  and  total  inability  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  again  requested  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  office,  at  farthest,  by  the  end  of 
thai  year;  that  to  this  he  never  received  any 

Fourth.  Tbathehas  been  continued  ibrougti 

aaoiher  year,  without  any  reason  assigned  foe 

uch  continuance,  in  a  situation  totally  unable  lo 

■erform  any  of  its  duiicsj  so  much  «o,  that  ha 

las  not  been  in  the  towa  of  Boston  since  June 

lasL 

So  far  the  fact*  are  to  be  proved,  as  I  have 

ason  to  believe,  in  a  court  of  law.    The  next 

fact,  I  bare  no  donbt,  will  be  made  out  perfectly 

'>  the  satisfaction  of  the  Honse<and  naiioni 

Fifth,  That  this  office  bas  been  thus  kept,  in 
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effect  TacBDi,  for  more  ihan  two  vi 
pnrpowof  graiiryingafaTorileuf  tbeExeeuii 
Henry  Dearborn,  Secretary  of  War,  by  tijat  ap- 
poiDlmenl,  and  tbat  for  him  it  has  b^en,  ia  ibii 
mannei,  reserved. 

1  need  not  use  any  arguments  to  show  that 
these  facts,  if  they  be  proved,  cODstituce,  to  lay 
the  least,  a  higb  iniideineaDOr,  into  which  this 
House  ought  to  inquire,  and  to  lake  such  course 
thereupon  ai  to  its  wisdom  shall  seem  expedient, 
under  ifae  high  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  llie 

I  am  inalanlly  impelled  to  this  dutv  by  a  para- 
graph in  a  paper,  the  National  Inielligeneer,  of 
this  day,  which  I  dow  hold  in  my  hand.  Id  this 
paper.  Major  Oeoeral  Benjamin  Lincoln,  one  of 
tbe  chief  glories  of  our  Revolution — a  hero,  the 
halting  Ticlim  of  war— bis  body  all  seamed  and 
warred  with  wounds  gotten  ia  the  cause  of  his 
country,  now  on  the  brink  of  the  grare,  his  lau- 
rels never  yet  tarnished;  and  though  the  aged 
root  is  descending  into  the  tomb,  yet  their  leaves 
nplurn  to  the  eye  of  a  youthful  gteeo,  and  shed 
all  around  a  celestial  fragrance — This  hero,  the 
eompanioD,  the  beloved  friend  of  Wabhikotob, 
is  stigmatized  as  "a  Federalist,  whom  the  for- 
bearance of  the  Adminiilraiion  has  long  retained 
ID  office,  in  opposition  lo  the  wish^of  a  respect- 
able  class  of  ibe  community."  1  have  not  lan- 
guage to  express  my  indignation.  And  1  am 
quicEened  to-  a  duty  which  I  had  before  made 
some  preparation  to  perform.  I  therefore  move 
the  following  resolutions : 

Retolved,  That  the  Fresident  of  the  United  Stitei 
be  requested  to  laj  betare  this  Home  mil  caireapolid- 
eneea  touching  the  oBTeis  to  resign  and  the  rnignation 
of  his  office,  by  Benjunin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  Iste  colteetOT 
of  the  port  of  Boston  and  Cbarlntawn. 

Saoiiied,  That  a  eommiltee  be  appointed  to  ilii)uire 
into  tba  causes  which  prevented  tha  acceptance  of  the 
lesiguation  of  Benjamia  Lincoln,  late  collector  of  the 
port  of  Boeton  and  Chaileitoivn,  in  the  years  1806 
and  1807,  and  into  the  leuoni  which  have  occasioned 
a  postponement  of  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  and 
that   thej  report  the  result  of   such  inquiry  to  the 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutions 
—yeas  93,  nays  24,  as  follows  : 

Yiis— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  WU- 
liuD  W.  Bibb,  William  BtackleJge,  John  Blake,  jnn., 
Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyls,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  Epsph- 
■oditus  Champion.  Msrtia  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Cloplon,  John  Culpeper,  Richard  Culta,  John 
Bavenpoit,  JUQ.,  John  Dawson,  Josiab  Deane,  Joieph 
Deiha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot,  William  Glj, 
John  W,  EppoB,  William  Findley,  Jamtu  Fiak,  Fran- 
cis  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamott,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr., 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  leiiah  L; 
Green,  John  Harris,  John  Heistcr,  William  Hogo, 
David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreja, 
Rebcrt  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Jaseph  Lewis,  junior, 
John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery.  William 
Milnoi,  Daniel  MoDtgomery,  jun.,  John  Hontgomeiir, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Our-  , 
don  8.  Mnmfbnl,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Niefao- 1 


Isa,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  ^ohn  Porter,  Joaish  Quin- 
cy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PeniujlTaaia,  Jaeob 
Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  John 
Rowan,  John  RuhcII,  Benjamm  Sa;,  Ebcaeier  Seaver, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smille,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stcdman, 
Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Peter  Swart,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Aliram  Trigg,  Jabei  Uphsm,  James  LVan 
Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Kil- 
lian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  J«sm 
Wharton,  David  R.  Witliama,  and  Nathan  WilwB. 

Nits — Lemnel  J.  Alston,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Bar- 
ker, Burwell  Bassetl,  Adam  Bo;d,  William  Butler, 
Meshack  Franklin,  William  Helms,  John  G.  Jaekaon, 
Daniel  Daley,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan, 
William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Ri>ger  Nelson,  John  Pngh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samnel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jede- 
diah  K.  Smith,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Mr.  Q,Diiicy  moTed  tbat  ibey  should  lie  on  the 
table  until  to-morrow,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  GBOLHOif  said,  he  hoped  that  they  would 
neither  lie  on  the  table  nor  be  printed.  He  ac- 
knowledged thai  the  preitenC  attempt  had  excited 
his  aiilonishmenl  more  than  anything  which  had 
occurred  during  the  session.  He  could  scarcely 
credit  his  hearing,  whed  a  member  rose  and  mov- 
ed 10  insliluie  an  inquiry  with  a  view  to  impeach- 
nient  on  a  subject  like  this..  What  was  the 
charge  1  Was  it  a  char^  of  mal-sdminiairation  1 
Wan  it  any  charge  which  would  auiborizc  lbs 
course  pursued  1  Was  it  alleged  that  the  dunes 
of  Ailiecior  had  not  been  faithfully  perfornied? 
Nolhiqg  of  this  had  been  Urged.  Bui  the  Presi- 
deQt  hail  not  appointed  a  person  to  Ell  the  office 
of  colleciDT,  Mr.  G.  said  tbat  the  late  collector 
had  only  resigned  within  a  day  or  Iwo^nnd  there 
bad  been,  therefore,  no  vacancy  to  be  blled.  The 
former  collector  had  an  undoubted  right  to  resign 
whenever  he  ibougbi  fit,  and  had  not  resigned. 
Why,  tb'ea,  this  ridiculous  proposition  1  If  the 
collector  bad  resigned,  the  President  would  have 
been  compelled  to  Gil  the  office,  but  this  was  not 
the  fact.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  re^oluiioni 
would  receive  an  immediate  rejeciion. 

Mr.  BuBWELi,  said  be  partook  ef  the  surprise 
of  his  colleague  at.  the  resolutions  just  submitted. 
He  knew  of  but  one  parallel  to  it.  in  the  history 
of  impeachments,  and  that  would  be  found  in 
Gulliver's  Travels.  The  recollection  of  gentle- 
men would  save  him  the  trouble  of  specifying 
the  parliculais  of  that  case.  The  genileman 
wanted  an  inquiry  into  the  reason  why  tbepres- 
ideol  did  not  wish  to  accept  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Lincoln.  How  would  a  committee  of  this 
House  proceed  in  this  inquiry?  They  musteiiber 
ea  to  the  President  and  ask-  him  the  motives  of 
his  conduct,  or  they  must  have  some  other  mode 
of  penetrating  his  molivM.  After  the  hand- 
some panegyric  of  the  gentleman  on  the  laie 
eolleclor,  Mr.  B.  asked  how  he  could  come  for. 
ward  and  imppach  the  President  for  keeping  in 
office  a  man  whose  merits  transcended  all  desctip-. 
tion?  It  appeared  to  him,  from  the  speech  of  ibe 
geoilepian,  thai  be  had  been  long  in  p 
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of  these  fHclt.  The  piper  or  this  morniDg;  eet- 
tainljr  coald  aothave^ooe  lu  Boston  and  relum- 
ed si  Dce  iia  publicalioD.  The  gentJeniBii  moal, 
therefore,  have  been  preTi6u!lf  possessed  of  this 
iofbnnaiian  ;  and  whjr,  if  it  waa  so  very  import- 
BDl,  had  it  not  been  prerioanljr  brought  forward  t 
As  to  the  snbject  of  this  appolDlmetit  being  des- 
tined for  any  parlic'alar  person,  Mr.  B.  abserred, 
that  the  President,  if  he  had  any  such  intealion, 
eenaibly  had  not  commanieated  it  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maua'chiifeiis.  The  gentleman's  state- 
ment, in  this  respect,  muet  therefore  be  mere  in- 
ference and  conjecture ;  and  howerer  the  genlle- 
miKi's  passions  had  been  iofiuenced  by  a  paragraph 
in  a  newspaper,  his  ideas  thus  excited  could  not 
hare  an  infljence  on  thejudgment  of  those  who 
were  not  under  the  same  irritation.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  wished'io  conduct  an 
inquiry  to  any  result,  he  ought  to  show  that  the 
miscoirdnci  of  the  officer  in  question  bad  produc- 
ed effects  which  ought  to  have  compelled  the 
President  to  remove  him.  If  the  gentleman 
would  show  that  the  revenue  hadbeen  defrauded, 
or  the  laws  evaded  through  oegligence,  or  by 
his  connivance,  and  that  the  President,  having 
knowledge  of  such  facts,  had  refused  to  remove 
him,  there  might  be  tome  ground  for  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Love  asked  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts when  the  late  collector  actually  resigoed, 
and  whether  the  gentleman  knew  of  any  miscon- 
duct of  the  officer  alluded  to  1  If  so,  whether 
this  had  beeJi  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  1 

Mr.  Qdihcy  said,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  an 
offence'tD  keep  in  an  office,  the  salary  of  which 
is  five  thousand  dollars  a  year,  a  roan  who  had 
declared  his  inability  to  execute  it,  was  for  the 
House  to  determine.  The  charge  which  be  made 
waa  simplv  this:  that  an  officer  bad  been  [;om- 
pensatea  for  doing  oO  services,  and  kept  in  a  sit- 
UBiioii  the  duties  of  which  he  was  unable  to  per- 
form. It  was  an  offence  that  so  great  an  office  as 
the  collector  of  Boston  should  lie  kept- in  this 
positiOD  ;  the  Uoiled  States  paying  to  an  individ- 
ual 5,000  dollars  a  year  for  inadequate  services, 
cOBtrarj  to  the  express  wish  of  the  gentleman 
himsell;  who,  ever  since  June,  had  not  been  in  the 
lowQ  of  Boston  ;  and,  of  consequence,  the  exeed- 
lion  of  the  duties  of  the  office  had  been  totally 
dependent  on  one  individual,  the  deputy  collector. 
You  send  a  law  on,  said  Mr.  Q..,  to  be  executed, 
and  by  one  individual.  The  deputy  says  he  will 
DOi  ^ci ;  the  collectot'  is  unable  to  act,  ahd  the 
consequence  is,  that  the  law  is  not  executed.  In 
answer  to  the  question  whether  the  eounlry  has 
•uflered,  I  will  state  a  fact ;  rhe  deputy  collector 
of  that  port  had  a  tight  to  resign  his  office  to  Ihe 
collector;  and,  if  the  collector  had  been  an  effi 
eient  man,  there  woald  have  been  no  difficulty; 
but,  because  he  was  not  efficient,  Ihe  law  js  not  in 
a  state  of  execution.  I  take  this  position,  because 
Ihe  facts  which  I  have  stated  can  be  proved. 
Whether  the  House  will  or  will  not  agree  to 
these  resolutions,  is  no  concern  of  mine ;  nor,  if 
geatlemea  ebooae  to  utter  any  abiue,  do  I  regard 


ti;  1  stand  before  this  naiioa,  and  fear  not  to  do 

Messrs.  Jobhboh,  W.  ALaroH,  D.  R.  Williahb, 
JoHit  Q.  Jackson,  Dana,  McCreeht,    Ruba, 

MaOCfqBlBB.  SoiITHARO,MAaTBBB,B'iaK,SLOA!(, 

BowAK.and  Kev,  followed  Mr.  antNCY  in  debate, 
all  of  whom  differed  with  Mr.  ^dincv  as  to  the 
propriety  of  Bilopting  the  resolutions.  The  rea- 
sons assigned  by  gentlenien  were  various,  but 
generally  to  this  effect :  that  it  would  be  indecor- 
ous, if  not  beyond  the  power  of  this  House,  to 
call  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
his  private  correspondence  with  any  individual, 
withoDt  doing  which  it  would  appear  that  none 
of  the  facts  could  be  established;  that  were  the 
facts  established,  and  the  charges  mainlaiaed, 
they  constituted  no  crime  or  misdemeanor,  and  it 
was  said  by  some  gentlemen,  no  ground  for  repre- 
hension ;  that,  in  constituting  no  crime  or  misde- 
meanor, it  wan  not  a  matter  coming  within  the 
cognizance  ofthe  House,  or  on  which  an  impeach- 
ment could  be  grounded;  and  being  a  matter  on 
which  Ihe  Hfluse  had  no  Const  itutional  power  to 
act,  it  was  also  a  matter  into  which  it  was  not 
their  province  to  inquire. 

Mr.  Baook  said,  that  whatever  might  been  his 
findings  on  the  subject-matter  of  these  resolutions 
at  the  moment  when  they  were  first  propoiinded  to 
theHouscin  so  menacing  a  styleby  the  honorable 
merer,  yet,  from  the  courae  of  reflection  which 
had  since  taken  place  in  his  mind,  as  well  as  from 
a  view  of  the  reception  which  the  resolutions 
had  since  met  with  on  all  sides  of  the  House, 
the  feelings  which  their  extraordinary  nature 
were  at  first  calculated  to  esciie,  bad  in  his 
bosom  totally  changed.  He  really  thought  that 
the  gentleman,  by  the  indiscreet  course  which 
he  had  taken  on  the  occasion,  had  reduced  him- 
self to  a  condition  in  which  he  was  an  object  of 
sensations  very  different  from  those  ofre.sentment. 
Far  himself,  he  now  harbored  no  other  passions 
in  relation-lo  him  than  lhi>se  of  sympathy.  It 
wai  now  very  evident  that  his  ill  advised  xeal 
had  led  him  into  a  labyrinth,  where  bis  own 
political  friends  could  not  consent  to  fullow  him. 
From  the  first  moment  when  the  proposition  was 
submitted,  he  had  not  eoieriaioed  a  doubt  that 
such  must  be  ihe  result;  he  had  too  high  an  opin- 
ion of  the.  honorable  sentiment  md  correct  prin- 
ciples which  he  must  prcsttme  would  ever  govern 
a  large  portion  of  the  minority  of  that  House,  to 
suppose  that  they  would  conduct  otherwise.  It 
was  now  clear  that  Ihe  morer  of  these  resolutions 
having  been  for  some  time  past  plunging  on  from 
one  degree  of  extravagance  to  another,  had  at 
last  brought  himself  to  a  point  where  he  'must 
either  stop,  or  travel  by  himself. 

,What  IS  really  the  sum  and  substance  of  this 
mighty  accusation  which  is  brought  up  as  a  sol- 
emn ground  of  impeachment  against  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  uur  country,  ef  en  according  to  ihe 
gentleman's  own  showing?'' It  is  not  even  that 
he  refused  to  receive  the  resignation  of  a  public 
officer,  because  it  is  not  until  within  a  few  days 
that  it  has  been  specifically  tendered;  this  is  a 
thing  which  ii  always  within  the  power  of  that 
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officer  10  do,  aod  vhatevei  mi|;hl  be  Ihe  iaelint- 
tioD  of  (be  Presid«nl.  he  could  Dot  refuse  il.  Il  ii 
only,  iheo,  that  the  PteEident  had  persuaded  the 
Colleciar  of  JBoalon  lo  delay  Ihe  period  of  his  av- 
taal  resicnation,  and  to  conlioue  in  the  occupa- 
tioQ  of  nil  office  for  a  laoger  lime  than  he  was 
dosirous  of  doing,  in  order  that  it  might  after- 
Wards  be  conferred  upon  aaother  person  lo  whom 
it  wna  not  then  cODVeniealto  receire  il,  or  whose 
serrices  were  then  Deeded  ia  another  capaeiiy. 
Well,  sir,  allow  all  ihsse  facts,  of  which,  hotrerer, 
•s  a  public  man  I  can  know  nothing,  lo  be  true  in 
tbeir  full  eiteot,  what  is  there  renreheusible  io 
it?  and  who  has  been  injured  by  ine  procedure? 
Not  Greneral  Liucola  certainly,  for  he  had  it  in 
his  power  at  any  ntomeoi  to  retire  by  an  actual 
teiigualion.  It  ia  not  alleged  that  during  the 
two  years  for  which  the  office  is  said  to  have  been 
tbus'held,  the  public  service  has  suffered,  either 
by  UDfaithful  or  uegligeai  perfornaauce  of  duties 
attached  to  it;  this  is  doi  erea  pretended.  Bui 
when  pressed  oa  this  point,  which  the  oeulleniao 
appeared  to  feel  fully  the  force  of,  he  brings  for- 
ward the  circumstance  of  the  present  state  of  in- 


eral  Lincoln's  resigoBiion,  and  that  of  bis  deputy, 
to  prove  that  (he  public  service  has  in  this  way 
■unered,  and  adds  that  this  state  of  things  might 
hare  been  prevented  had  General  Lincoln's  place 
been  earljr  supplied.  Now  the  tame  gentleman 
bad  long  since  told  the  House,  that  it  was  utterly 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Governmeot  lo  carry  our 
laws  into  eiecution  by  any  human  means  wbat- 
erer,  and  to-day  we  are  told  that  this  ioexecution 
in  the  port  of  Boston  is  attributable  to  the  want 
of  an  earlier  nppoiotment  of  acoUector;  it  is  for 
the  gentleman  to  get  along  with  these  paradoxes, 
no  one  else  can.  But  there  is  someibiog  in  the 
circumstances  of  these  sudden  resignatioa^,  given 
in  at  a  critical  moment,  which  bespeak  a  precon- 
certed and  systematic  design  to  defeat  the  opera- 
tion of  our  laws,  embarrass  the  Goverament,  and 
prostrate  the  nationiil  honor  at  the.faet  of  faction 
and  anarch]r-  Another  iustance  of  the  same  cha- 
racter bas  3usi  been  meotiooed  by  a  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  and  is  perhaps  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  all  your  revenue  officers  of  the  same 
description  of  politics  with  the  late  Collector  of 
Boston;  and  thus  in  a  momeot  is  the  authority 
of  our  laws  trodden  down,  and  their  obligations 
sported  with,  by  men  who  have  long  been  siand- 
ing  evidences  of  the  toleration  and  moderation  of 
the  Qovemmenc^  and  who  have  lived  upon  its 
particular  bounties;  lo  me,  sir,  conduct  of  this 
sort  speaks  a  language  which  il  is  impossible  to 
)nis<Bke,aod  excites  emotions  which  it  is  perhaps 
better  to  repress. 

Sir,  the  name  of  General  Lincoln  would  not 
by  me  have  been  wantonly  dragged  into  this  de- 
bate, nor  should  I  have  presumed  to  sport  with 
any  animadversion^  upon  the  conduct  of  a  man 
venerable  for  his  years,  and  respectable  for  his 
Revolutionary  services  and  achievements,  had  be 
not  have  suffered  himself,  as  is  manifes't  from  bis 
own  connivance  at  least,' to  have  been  ushered 
into  this  House,  through  the  indiscieet  zeal  of 


his  own  unlucky  friends,  as  the  weapon  by  whidt 
they  would  annof  the  Chjef  Magistrate  of  our 
country.  Farbeiifrom  me  to  indulge  io  regard  to 
such  a  character  any  reproachful  epithets,  or  any 
language  which  the  disparity  of  our  age  and 
standing  would  render  indecorous  and  improper. 
But  there  are -some  circumstances  growing  ont 
of  the  disclosure  which  has  to-day  Been  laid  be- 
fore the  House  by  my  colleague,  which  it  is  im- 
p>ouible  lo  oreiiook,  or  to  contemplate  with  ea- 
lire  apathy. 

-  What  are  the  facts  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man himself!  That  General  Lincoln,  though  well 
known  lo  have  been  utterly  opposed  to  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  in  bis  political  s«ali meats  and 
conduct,  has  through  the  liberality  of  the  Goreru- 
meni — perhaps  no  more  than  its  justice — been 
permitted  for  these  eight  years  past  to  continu« 
in  the  possession  of  a  most  flonorabte  and  respoa- 
sible  office,  and  in  the  reception  of  iis  great  emo- 
lumCDii  to  the  tune  of  five  tbauoaHd  dollars  a 
year,  nnd  that  in  opposition,  to  the  wishes  of  the 
political  friends  of  ilie  Executive;  and  what  ae- 
cilrding  to  the  gentleman's  siaiement  is  a  stilt 
greater  stretch  of  induigeoce,  that  for  nearly  two 
years  he  has  even  been  suffered  to  retain  it  as  a 
stoecute,  without  the  perfortaanceof  its  ordinary 
duties ;  and  for  all  this  liberslity  and  all  tbii  in- 
dulgence, what  is  the  requital  which  that  officer' 
and  his  friends  return  Is  the  Qovernoient  1  Ths 
one  furnishes  to  the  other  that  sort  of  eridence 
by  which  it  is  vainly  hoped  that  this  very  indtil- 
gence  may  be  turned  as  a  weapon  aniasl  bia 
benefactor,  and  be  made  the  grounJ  oT  a  public 
accusation.  As  to  this  fact  u  is  not  possible  I 
should  be  mistaken ;  for  though  it  is  not  stated 
by  my  colleague  that  the  evidence  which  be  ba* 
adduced  has  been  put  into  his  hands  by  Gencivl 
Lincoln,  yet  it  must  be  evident  thai  the  letter* 
wbich  passed  on  this  aubject  between  himself 
and  the  Executive,  and  which  the  gentleman 
stales  are  in  his  hands,  could  only  have  been  fur- 
nished, either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  General 
Lincoln  himself.  What  a  picture  doe«  thisstate- 
ment  prevent  I  A  man  who  for  a  long  period  of 
years  has  lived  upon  the  liberality  of  the  Gorem- 
meot;  who,  by  the  favors  that  he  ha*  been  pw- 
mi lied  to  enjoy  irom  the  bounty  of  the  nation, 
has  amassed  a  liberal  fortuae,  desarts  its  aerriec 
and  abandons  his  post  at  a  most  critical  and  im- 
portant moment,  and  then  to  avert  from  hinuelf 
the' public  censure  and  iudtgnaiion,  turns  and 
endeavors  to  wound  the  hand  that  has  fed  him, 
and  raised  him  frotn  penury  and  want  to  affla- 
euce  and  ease  1  Throwing  for  a  moment  out  of 
view  the  utter  fuiiliiy  of  the  uhatges  as  they  are 
attempted  to  be  laid,  there  ia  something  in  tbe 
means  by  which  they  have  been  got  up,  that  ia 
loo  utterly  revolting  to  every  honorable  sentiment 
of  the  heart  tu  allow  one  to  think  of  it  wiib  com- 
posure. The  public  feelings  cannot  with  imfni- 
nity  be  thi)s  wantonly  sported  with,  nor  cao  ihe 
public  indignation  by  any  stratagems  of  this  sort 
be  diverted  from  its  proper  object.  It  will  faalen 
upon  those,  and  those  alone,  who,  by  a  precipitate 
and  probably  preconcerted  abandonment  of  duijr 
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at  a  oritieat  momrni,  har«  luSered  ths  Qorern- 
meot  of  their  conntiy  to  be  tet  at  deflanee,  and 
the  authoTity  of  the  nation  defeated  and  tram- 
pled npon. 

Id  reply  tu  iba  obtervatton  of  Tarioui  gentle- 
men BKainat  his  prqposilJon — 
■  Mr.  Q,DiNCY  observed  that  Deiiher  the  aEperitj' 
of  bis  political  opponents,  nor  the  disagreemeDl 
of  bii  politiaal  mend*,  would  chanfce  bis  mind 
OD  a  «Dbjeei  which  he  bad  well  considered.  If 
ha  was  ia  error  coacerning  the  charge,  or  rather 
alUpilian,  4hioh  he  had  made,  he  was  willing  to 
atunl  before  the  nation  aloiM  in  mpporl  of  it.  It. 
fare  bim  no  lorl  of  pain  or  anxiety.  Mr.  Q. 
replied  to  several  incidental  obttrvatioas  made 
by  grentlemen  in  the  conrM  <^  the  debate,  but 
wbi^h  ai«  not  noiieed  in  the  aoBr«a  of  the  pie- 
mdi^  sketch.  In  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  late  embargo  law,  ba  (aid  that  tba  depttty 
aoUeelof  bad  not.  dared  to  execnie  the  law,  not 
firom  any  inaurrection  or  disobedieaee  to  the 
laws,  but  from  a  determination  in  the  eommu- 
■ity  to  briDg'thelaws  of  the  Uailed  States,  where 
he  hoped  the  peopleofthiseoDQiry  always  woald 
bring'  the  laws,  to  the  decitian  of  the  judiciary. 
In  particular  cases,  said  Mr.  ^,  gentlemen  whose 
Teasels  were  loaded  with  propeiiy  to  the  amount 
of  perhaps  eighty  or  ninety  thouMnd  dollars,. 
'wete  called  O]iou  by  your  laws  either  to  give 
boiid  in  six  times  the  amount  of  the  cargo,  or  to 
Qoload  their  vesfels.  Tliev  refuseto  ualoao ;  the 
collealoi  bteiks  Qpea  the  natches  and  takes  pos- 
■eauon  of  the  property  ;  and  as  boob  aa  thai  is 
done,  be  must  gire  bond  in  the  State  ooDria  to 
tbe  amount  of  $180,000,  or  double  the  amonntof 
th«  propertr  seixed.  This  is  a  cl>il  tight  of  the 
oitizen.  The  iasiant  your  officer  begins  to  exe- 
cute that  law,  before  one  day  is  at  an  end.  he 
wilt  have  been  obliged  to  give  bond  in  a  milli 
of  dollars,  or  to  bare  gone  to  jail.  The  deputy 
collector,  therefore,  eoitld  not  pat  at  hazard  the 
wHole  tropes  ol  himself  and  his  family  by  eie- 
cnling  a  law  which  brought  hint  Into  such  Dbri- 
oos  danger.  Qenileman  soy  that  I  admitted  that 
this  tkwmi^U  have  been  executed.  That  was 
not  tbe  bearing  of  my  expression.  It 
if  ibe  law  could  have  freen  executed,  tbe  bead  of 
the  office,  if  an  efficient  man,  woulJ  haTe  bei 
canpeteol  to  execute  it;  but  not  when  that  head 
is  «a  iodiridiul  who  is  absolutely  from  infirm- 
ity confioed  to  his  house,  and  almost  to  bis  bed. 
Tbe  (niafortune  is  that  there  is  not  now  a  re- 
sponsible officer  lO'execnta  your  laws  g  and  it  is 
tbie  which  has  led  to  the  present  moiion.  Mr. 
Qn  said  that,  conrinced  that  it  was  proper  that 
■n  toqniry  should  be  made,  notwithstanding  gen- 
tlemen aear  bim  bad  asked  bim  to  withdraw  his 
F«wilution,  although  alone  he  should  wish  a  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  on  it.  He  denied  that  General 
Lincoln  -hftd  been  kept  in  office  as  a  reward  for 
his  Revolutionary  serrices;  and,  if  it  were  so, 
tlM  Exacotire  had  no  right  to  gratify  any  man 
by  a  sinacore  at  the  expense  of  the  public  inter- 
est. Tbe  facta  which  be  had  suted,  if  the  House 
vronld.go  into  a. committee  of  inquiry,  he  could 
pror^    Ha  aatd  he  had  not,  aa  augjeeted  by  his 


itue, 

Lincoln,  and  this  was  all  that  be  would  state  on 
hat  point.  Mr.  Ci.  said  his  observations  had 
leen  attribnied  to  a  desi^ti  to  excite  New  Eng- 
land. He  eaid  New  England  was  in  a  state  of 
:ltnnent  under  the  operallon  of  the  embargo 
laws — laws  which  some  of  the  wisest  men  and 
best  patriots  in  the  country  deemed  anconstiin- 
tional,  and  so  much  so  that  they  could  not  sub- 
them.  This  was  tbe  general  sentiment. 
Suppose  it  to  be  the  casfe  that  this  House  should 
ever  pass  an  unconstitutional  law,  what  must  be 
the  course  of  the  people?  They  could  pursue 
no  other  mode  than  a  Gonatiiulional  remon- 
strance; and  if  that  failed,  he  said  tbey  had  no 
other  resource  than  a  ConBtitnliooal  resistance. 
He  hoped  that  course  would  not  be  taken,  be- 
ase  he  hoped  the  Government  would  see  the 
il  of  its  wayis  and  the  iDcorjecloess  of  the 
principle  on  which  it  acted.  He  maintained  tbe 
correctness  of  the  ground  that,  when  a  law  is 
passed  fay  which  in  the  opinimi  of  the  people 
their  interests  are  entirely  destroyed,  the  law 
could  sol  be  enforced.  His  motivei  being  as  be 
had  stated  them,  he  had  wished  to  lay  the  subject 
before  the  nation.  This  House,  he  said,  was  tbe 
guardian  of  the  rights  of  tbe  ciiizeas  and  had  a 
rig^t  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  wnich  offices 
were  filled.  Aad  though  he  might  be  alone  ia 
this  optnion,  deeming  it  his  duty  to  make  the 
inquiry,  he  said  he  ahonld  not  withdraw  the 

'The- q ties tion  en  tbe  passage  of  the  resolution 
(Mr.  ^DiHOY  having  withdrawn -his  motion  that 
it  lie  on  tbe  table)  wb» taken 4>y  yean  and  naya— 
yeas  l,nayB  117,  aa  follows; 

TiA — Josiah  Quincj. 

Nats— Enn  Aleiander,  Lennei  J.  Alston,  WilUa 
Alston,  inn.,  Biehiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Bnnrell  BatseU,  William  W.  Bibb,  Williatn 
Blukledge,  Joha  Blake,  juH.,  Thomss  Blount,  John 
Boyle,  Robert  Braifn,  William  A.  Bnraell,  William 
BMlar,  Josiiph  Csthsan,  John  Oampbell,  Epaphrodi- 
t«s  Cham^D,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Cloplon,  Ordiard 
Caok,  John  Cnlpaper,  Richard  Cutts,  John  ENnoiipaTt, 
jnnim',  John  mwaon,  JMiah  Deane,  Joaaph  Desha, 
Daniel  M.  Durell,  WaUam  Ely,  William  Findls;, 
James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barent  Oaideniar, 
FrAcit  Gardner.JameaM.Gamett,  Thomas  Gfaobon, 
junior,  ChuUa  Ooldsboroagh,  Petenon  Goodwjn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Bairis,  John  Heistar,  Wil- 
liaa  Helms,  Wiiliiun  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David 
Holme*,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Dan* 
let  Ilal«y,  John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Jsmes  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan, 
Philip  B.  Key,  WUliam  Kirkpalrick,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Loto,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  HacoD,  Robert  Marion,  J oaisb  Mastera,  Wil- 
liain  McCreery,  Wilham  Mflnor,  Daniel  Montgomery, 
Jan.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomee 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosely,  Gordon  8.  Mnmfard,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa 
Newbold,  Thomsa  Newton,  Wileon  U.  Nicholas, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  J<An  Perter,  John  Pngb.John 
Bea  of  Peonajlvania,  John  Rhaaof  Tsniieaee,  Jaoob 
Bjfh.wl^,  Matthias  Biduu^  Samud  ttiker,  John 
Itawaa,Joha  Kwiell,  Baqjaoiin  B-  ""-- "" 
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Ter,  Sunacil  Shaw,  Junu  Sloan,  Dannii  Smdt,  Jobs 
Smilje,  JedeiliRh  K.  Bmitb,  John  Smith,  Samaal  Smith, 
Henr;  SoulharJ,  Rlcbard  Stanford,  William  Slcdmu, 
Clemsnt  Stoiei,  Lawii  B.  Blurgm,  BmjuDJn  TaU- 
madge.John  Taylor,  John  Thompaon,  Abram  Trigg, 
Oeorgv  M.  Troup,  Jabei  Upham,  Jaroei  L  Van  Alan, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandl,  NichoiM  Van  Dvka,  Archibald 
Tad  Horn,  iiaae  Wharton,  Babert  Wbitehill,  Uarid 
B.  WilliamH,  Aleiaoder  Wilaon,  Nathan  WUam.and 
RicIwTd  Winn. 

And  SB  ihe  said  proposed  reioluiioD*  w«re  le- 
jecled. 

Tbobsbay,  Januarr  36. 

Oa  motioDof  Mr.  Poihdeitbb,  that  iheHoaie 
do  come  (□  the  following  resolationa : 

Raohal,  That  thi  Comoiiltea  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  initructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of  estab- 
liabing  •  Land  Office  for  the  aale  of  the  Uods  of  the 
Uoiled  State*  eaM  of  the  Red  river,  and  weU  at  the 
Miaaiaaippi,  in  the  Territory  of  Orteani;  and  thatthcj- 
kaTe  leaTo  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwiae. 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  itutnictod  to  inqnirB  into  the  oipediencj  of  grant' 
ing  the  light  of  pni-emptiao,  in  cectaiii  caaea,  to  ac- 
tual aettlen  ia  the  Territory  of  Orleani ;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bi|l,  or  otbemiaa. 

And  the  said  proposed  resolutions  beiDgi^Bd, 
a  motioD  was  made  by  Mr.  Rindolpb  Aiat  the 
aalue  do  lie  oo  [he  table.  And  the  quesiioD  being 
put  thereUpoD,  it  was  resolved  in  Che  affirmalire. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Randolpb, 

Ordered.  That  the  committee  appoiDEed,  the 
elCTentb  of  November  last,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  "Slates 
as  relates  to  [be  disposition  of  the  surpluaies  of 
oor  revenue  in  the  improvement  of  roads,  caoaU. 
rivers,  and  educalioa,  be  discharged  from  the 
coDsideration  of  the  petitioD  and  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Managers  of  the  Susquehaaiia 
aud  Tioga  Turnpike  Road  Compaay,  and  of  tlie 
President,  Managers,  and  Company,  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia, BraDdywine,  and  New  tioodoo  Turn- 
pike Road,  preseoted  to  [his  House  oo  the  i*rM- 
ty-fourih  aad  twenty-fifth  instant,  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof;  and  [hat  iheswd 

CtitioD  and  memorial  be   referred  to  Mr.  Sty, 
r.  Marion,  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Howabd,  and  Mr. 
Jedbdiab  K.  Smith  ;  that  they  do  examine' the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  [he  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 
Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 


Colurabia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
neit. 

Mr.  Qeobob  W.  Caupbeli., from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  preieated  a  bill  making 
appropriatiODS  for  the  support  of  OoTeinment, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  atid 
.  Bine;  which  was  read  twice,  aadcommiited  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

TheHouse  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill, 
entitled. ''An  act  authorizing  theappointmeBtand 
va^lo/ftatai  of  an  additional  number  («f  aaff 


officers,  seamen,  and  marines, "  together  with  the 
Biriendnienis  adhered  to  by  the  Seoaie  to  the  said 
hit):  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Macon  that  the  said  bill,  with  the  ameiidtneai^ 
do  lie  on  ihe  table.  And  the  (](iesiioa  being  put 
[hereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afirmatiTe. 
CATAWBA  ADD  WATEREE  RIVEB3. 
Mr.  Marion,  from  the  committee  to  wIkhd 
was  referred,  on  tbe  fourtfeenih  of  November  last, 
a  petition  of  the  company  for  opening  itie  uavi- 

fB[ioD  of  the  Catawba  and  Wateree  rivers,  ligaed 
y  J.  P.  Griroke,  their  Preaideot,  made  a  report 
tbercoD ;  wbicb  was  read,  ^od  ludared  to  lie  uD 
the  table. 
The  reporl.ia  as  follows : 

•'  That  the  PModent  of  swd  company,  i*  behalf  ef 
himaetf  and  the  rest  of  tha  prapiiekira,  atatca,  that  tha 
pieaent  stackliolders,  contineed  of  the  great  adviii- 
lagea  that  would  result  from  Temoving  tbe  vhatncttana 
ID  the  Watsree  and  Catawba  liTBiT,  did,  aevaiai  yean 
ago,  bacoDie  proprietor!  of  the  ongiaal  ahares;  thai 
they  have  already  expended  conaLdenble  suma  on  tiM 
saiil  rivers,  and  are  annually  eipeadlng  more  in  tha 
prosecution  of  tbe  work;  but,  froin  the  extent  of  the 
riTcr,  the  number  of  elistructia&s,  and  the  small  saso- 
ciation  of  pereons  at  ptcBcnt  engaged  in  the  under- 
taklag,  there  is  litUe  prospect  that  they  wnuld  be  able, 
with  their  own  resources,  to  lemove  the  abslruetioni  to 
navigation  for  many  years  to  came.  To  aid  them  in 
tha  complelion  of  thezr  work,  he  prays  that  Coagresa 
would  authorlio  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pur- 
ehaee,  for  the  Ose  of  the  United  States,  all  the  vacant 
aharel  of  the  company,  (which  are  about  a  moiety  of 
the  whole  number,)  or  auch  part  of  them  a*  CangTesa 
may  deem  sipedient. 

"Alihoagli  the  coaimittee  are  lalty  eonvineed  thai 
the  tmptcvepent  of  tha  navigation  of  tbe  aaid  livei 
would  be  of  vast  importanoe  and  atility  to  the  inhabi- 
laats  of  a  cooaiOerable  pcitiofi  of  t^e  State*  of  North 
and  South  Carolina  and  Tenaeaaee,  who  would  ther» 
by  be  enabled  to  transpoit  the  producliona  of  thiar 
farms,  by  inland  navigation,  to  Charleaton  ;  and  that 
tbe  armoiT  and  arsenal  of  the  United  Statea,  estab- 
lished at  Rocky  Mount,  on  the  Catawba  river,  would 
also  be  considerably  bcneGlted  by  the  opening  ot  that 
river;  yet,  from  tbe  present  state  of  our  finances,  and. 
the  critical  litastion  of  our  coualry  in  relation  to  for- 
eign Governmcnta,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  nnsdvissble  to  apply  any  public  money,  at  this 
tiine,  to  Internal  improrenienti  of  this  kind.  Undar 
these  impreanona  the  committea  rccomiDBnd  the  fi^ 
lowing  resolntion : 

"  itraa/M(( '  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant,  at  pras- 
ent,  the  prayer  Of  tbe  mnmorialtsl*." 

N.WAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Honie  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  from 
the  Senate,  authorizing  the  President  to  maa, 
arm;  and  equip  for  immediate  service,  all  tbe 
public  ships  of- war,  Tesaels,aDd  gunboat*  beloo|- 
ingto  the  United  Slates. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  DaWaot),  tbe  firat  scetioo 
was  ID  amended  as  to  aaihorize  the  Presideut  m 
fit  out  only  four  of  the  frigates,  the  United  Stale*, 
tbe  EUaez,  the  Joha  Adams,  and  the  PreaideBI, 
aid  to  arder  them  to  atatioD*  uptm  the  coftat. 
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Some  01  her  aTDendments  were  proposed  ind 
igreed  to;  oneof  tiiMelimiuiheaildiiiaiial  Dum- 
ber of  oSeera  io  eigbt  haadred,  *d(1  another  au- 
tboriiCB  ihe  employmeni  of  three  tbousaod  able 
bodied  seameOj  marines,  and  bofa. 

The  Commiiiee  rose,  and  reported  tbe  bill 
with  the  aroeodmeDta ;  which  were  agreed  to  by 
the  HoGse. 

Oa  the  moiioD  of  Mr.  Bibsbtt,  the  title  of 
tbe  bill  wag  altered,  so  as  to  read,  '-A  bill  author- 
izJDg  the  employmeat  of  an  addiliooal  Daval 
force." 

t&j.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMB  moved  19  amend  the  bill 
t^  adding  the  Ibllowiog  cUirae:  Prvoid^i,  That 

'    Mt  shall  Rot  be  ooDUrued  tq  authorize  tbe 


Presidaoi  to  employ  any  neiier  ottmbcr  of  vei- 
'     '        Id  hia  opiaion  (be      "'  '    " 

re  denaDd, 


•el*  than  i 


i  poUie  aarTice  i<hall 


Io  employ  any  of  the  veuels  as  long  as  the  pub- 
lie  sectice  reqaired  ibem,  and  to  avoid'  the  prob- 
ability of  iDcuriing  ao  uscleu  expeow.  It  had 
been  laahiaaahle,  during  the  session,  10  legislate 
upoa  probabilitiei  I  some  provinon  ouebi  there- 
fore to  be  lokde  to  discharge  tfaeie  venelt,  sbonld 
eircnmalances  oocur  to  reader  tbeir  setvieea  no- 
necentry. 

Measrs.  Gbolbon  and  Ltdh  spoke  against  the 
amendinefil. 

Mr.  Cook  was  snrpriied  that  motions  should 
b«  brought  forward  at  this  time  to  fatigue  and 
lira  tb'e  House  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  bill, 
and  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
amendmeDit- 

Ur.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  obs«rved  that,  with  all 
due  deference  to  the  hoaorabla  member  ffom 
Massacbuseiu,  be  wauM  more  as  many  ameod- 
menisas  be  pleased,  and  at  what  time  he  pleased. 
He  believed  that  (be  btU  involved  a  question  ma- 
terial to  the  vital  ioteresls  of  tbe  nation.  His 
eolleagDa  (Mr.  Taylok)  had  said  that  this  was 
not  a  lime  to  be  obstinate  or  particular  ;  but  he 
tbooghl  of  all  periods  ibii  was  one  when  every 
■MJi  ought  to  ba  pBTiicular  as  far  as  regarded  ex- 
pendimres  of  money.  Mr.  W.  hoped  these  were 
not  intended  to  enforce  the  embaigo.  If  they 
wete,  he  was  entirely  off.  From  what  bad  oc- 
enrred,  he  believed  that  this  law  could  not  now 
be  efieeluaUy  maiolaiHed,  aod  he  was  one  of 
those  who  would  be  willing  to  repeal  it  at  this 
tin*.  He  never  coold  consent  to  thrnsi  tbe  law 
down  the  throats  ofthe  peffple  of  Masasachu- 
■alts  at  the  point  of  the  bayooei ;  and  as  to  (he 
porposesof  war,  the  Enalish  had  one  hundred 
Teasels  which  coold  siagfy  beat  (he  whole  of  the 
frigates,  or  certainly  any  two  of  them.  The 
rtaaons  which  be  understood  the  managers  on 
the  partof  the  Senate  had  assigoed  for  wishing 
the  pasaageof  this  bill  were  three.  The  first  of 
Iheaa  was,  that  they  wanted  a. pledge  from  this 
House  that  i(  was  willing  to  come  forward  to  de- 
fend  the  nation.  Another  was,  that  these  were 
necessary  to  aid  tbe  gunboats  in  tbeir  operalioM; 
and  a  third,  thai  men  eonld  not  be  got  toenlist 
for  the  service  of  the  gunboats,  and  that  toiem- 
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'  edy  (his  evil,  they  might  be  enlisted  to  man  the 
frigates,  aad  afterwards  transferred.  Ha  objeoted 
to  these  reesoas  in  lolo.  As  to  (he  first  of  them, 
he  expressed  hi)  aetoQishnient  that  a  pledge  i>bould 
be  required  of  tbe  House  by  tbe  other  branch  of 
(he  Legislature,  ihB(  it  was  wiilinx  to  eontrtbate 
towards  the  defence  of  tbe  nation.  Id  relaiiaa 
to  the  necood  reason,  be  considered  it  futile.  Ha 
knew,  indeed,  that  Commodore  Preble  had  said 
tbai  gunboats  eould  not  fight  to  advantage  with- 
out  the  aid  of  a  battery;  out  he  conceived  the 
land  batKriis  were  nufficieol.  To  have  batteriea 
on  land  and  frigates  too,  be  believed  every  naval 
geatleman  wonld  consider  as  ridieolous.  When 
we  first  liad  frigates,  it  was  said  tbcy  were  74'a 
in  disguise;  that  they  would  be  •  mslclffaf  an 
hostile  74,  or  at  anv  rale,  a  ship  of  64  guns ;  now 
it  appeftis  that  a  snip  of  tbe  largest  aeacription 
could  beat  two,  proeably  four,  of  ihem.  Aftei 
ibis  was  ascertained,  gunboats  were  buiktoaei 
in  CO- operation  with  baileriesbu  land;  they  were 
to  do  everything ;  to  be  maeh  belter  ihan  frigates) 
now  it  seems  the  gunboats  are  &i  for  Doibiog, 
unless  they  can  be  aided  by  these  frigates;  and 
after  a  white  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  vote  fw 
74's  to  help  them  1  Mr.  W.  could  see  notbioc 
but  endless  waste  in  this  system,  if  it  was  to  ba 
pursued.  He  had  two  objectiona  to  the  third 
reason,  "  that  men  coald  not  he  enliated  for  tbn 
guaboats,  and  thai  they  might  be  obtained  for 
eolistmenis  for  the  rrigaies,Bnd  then  be  tran** 
ferred,"  The  first  objectioD  was,  that  he  did  not 
believe  the  faol  as  represented ;  tbe  second,  that 
if  it  were  true,  he  could  not  consent  to  the  arti> 
fice  of  entrapping  a  free  people  io  the  way  pro- 
posed. Mr.  W.  made  some  other  observations 
in  support  of  his  amendment,  and  in  opposition 
to  tbe  bill  in  its  origioHl  form. 

Mr.  Nelson  did  not,  like  bis  friend  froni  Sontb 
Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  WibuiANS.)  think  this  a 
lima  when  men  should  be  particular  as  to  ex- 
peadiiures  of  money.  He  was  not  for  vesting 
this  discretionary  power  in  the  hands  of  tbe 
President;  not  that  he  doubled  the  duty  being  - 
faithfully  discharged,  bnt  he  thought  it  ibeir  duty 
not  to  throw  the  Tea  pon  sib  11  it  y  of  the  House  upon 
(he  President.  Much  loo  as  he  might  respect 
(he  judgment  of  any  President,  he  was  flat  at  all 
times  willing  fur  tne  House  to  give  up  their 
opioion  to  ihat  officer.  He  asked  of  what  use 
the  frigates  were  in  their  present  situation  T  iheT 
were  lying  in  the  Potomac,  a  mere  sinking  fund. 
They  had  better  be  done  without,  if  they  were 
never  to  be  called  iulo  actual  service.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  be  believed  it  would  be  the  bet- 
ter course,  at  the  presfDi  lime,  to  remove  ihe  em- 
bargo, and  of  consequeoce  war  musi  be  snbslilu- 
ted,  fur  he  hoped  there. was  not  a  creeping  ihing 
OB  the  face  ot  the  earth  that  would  think  of  sub- 
mission. In  the  event  of  war,  letters  of  marque 
would  be  issued,  and  (be  frigates  would  be  use- 
fol,  not  only  as  rallying  points  for  our  ptivaieers, 
but  in  many  other  respects. 

Mr.  Tatlob  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  agaeodmeni  of  hi*  colleague,  (Mr.  D.  R. 
W11.LIUI8.) 
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Mt.  W.  Albtoh  spoke  Rome  laioutM  io  oppo- 
■itioD  to  the  ameadmcDt. 

Mr.  Cooi;  again  advocated  the  paMag«  of  the 
bill  aa  it  stood ;  aod  eipreased  bis  aslcraisbnient 
at  the  coDiradictorf  doctrines  held  fortti  by  the 
■uppoTieTs  of  the  ameadmeDt. 

Mr.  Eppca  stated  thai  he  cooceiTPd  ibis  bill  to 
be  tbe  corapromise  ofltred  hy  the  Senate  on  the 
iDbjecE  which  had  been  in  agitation  between  the 
two  Houses,  and  be  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
aeot  to  take  this  middle  grouad.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve thai  the  vessels  were  intended  10  enforce 
the  aiDbarim  laws)  nor  did  he  fear  that  the  New 
England  Slates  would  rise  in  oppoajttoii  lo  Che 
laws.  He  would  not,  however,  if  the  good  of 
iheeountrf  required  it,  shrinkfrom  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  in  enforcing  tbe  laws,  and  he  was 
■orry  to  hear  his  friend  from  South  CaTolina 
(Mr.  Williahb)  declare  that  he  was  ready  to 
give  np  ihe  embargo,  be«ausea  fvw factious  indi- 
Tidoals  and  editors  of  Federal  newspapers  repia- 
tented  il  as  impossible  lobe  enforced. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLrAKa  was  sorry  that  be  had 
fallen  under  the  censure  of  a  gentleman  siaadiBg 
to  btgh  as  tbe  genlleroaa  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Cook)  did;  and  occupying  so  conspicuous 
■  station  as  he  did  for  his  talents,  learning,  and 
aloquence!  No  other  meniher  would  have  stooped 
to  such  humble  game.  One  remark  he  would 
jtiii  make  for  hia  uw,  which  was,  that  "  to  the 
jaundiced  eye. all  ihtnga  seem  yellow." 

Mr.  CooE'  supposed  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  muni  have  a  great  opinion  of  bis 
tranacendant  abilities,  or  he  would  not  so  often 
entertain  the  House  with  his  speeches.  The  gen- 
tleman had  reaoned  to  personal! liea.  which  bad 
■ot  been  provoked.  Tbe  remarks  wnich  Mr.  C. 
bad  formerly  made  having  been  confined  10  prin- 
ciples, and  as  the  member  from  South  Carolina 
must  meet  witb  Ihe  disapprobation  of  all  who 
beard  him.  he  would  leave  him  to  their  censure. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiiaia  replied,  ibal  if  anvthiog 
be  bad  said  had  wounded  the  gentleman's  feeH 
ings,  be  would  retract  it  all,  and  allow  that  he 
had  neitker  talenU,  learning,  nor  eloquence ! 

The  question  was  iheo  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  Mr.  WiLUAMa'a  amendment,  and  lost — yeas 
39,  nays  78.  as  follows: 

Ybab— B«an  Alexander,  Willis  AUton.jUD.,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledgc,  Thumas  Blount, 
Adsm  Boyd,  John  Bojle,  Rgbert  Brown,  WiUiam  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  JiMeph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
CUy,  John  Culpeper,  Jcneph  Deshs,  Peterson  Good- 
nyn,  Edwin  Gr^j,  JoLn  Helsler,  Thomas  Ketisn, 
Robert  Msrion,  Josish  Masters,  Dsniet  Montgomery, 
jr.,  Jeremiah  Morrotv,  John  Morron,  John  Porter,  John 
Pngb,  John  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  Jncob  Klcbiids, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ssmnel  fibiw,  Samuel  Smith,  Hnniy 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor  Daniel  C. 
Verjrfanek,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  WhiCehill,  David  R. 
Williams,  and  A leiauder  Wilson. 

Navs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassatt,  John  Blake,  jnn..  John  Camp- 
bell, John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cuttj, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jno.,  John  Daw- 
•on,  Josiah  Daane,  Daniel   M.  DuraU,  Jaiaea  Etli«t, 


William  Ely,  Joba  W.  Bppea,  William  Findky, 
Jaates  Fisk,  Fraud*  Gardner,  Thomaa  Oboboo,  jann 
Qhariaa  Ooldsborongh,  Isaiah  L.  G^tmu.  John  Uanis, 
WUliam  Halms,  WiHiam  Hoga,  David  Uolmea,  Benjs- 
min  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ualej,  Joha 
O.  Jackson,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Walter  Joues,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
liam Ijlirkpatrick.  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jon, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livetmore,  John  Lo's,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  WiUiam  MoCreery,  William  Hd- 
nor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurden  8. 
Momfbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newtoa,  Wilson  G.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan., 
Josish  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  John-Rhea of  Tennse- 
see,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Riisselt,  Bmja- 
min  Say,  EbeneaerScaver.Jamea  Sloan.  Dennis  Hmdl, 
Jedeiliah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Sladmsa, 
Clamam  Biner,  PMer  Swait,  Bamnel  Taggait,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Gaorgii  M.  Troap,  JamM  L  Vaa 
Also,  Philip  Van  Cottlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyka.Ai- 
ahibald  Van  Horn,  Isaac  Wilbotir,  Nathan  Wiboa, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

On  the  question  [o>  engross  the  bill  with  the 
amendments  for  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Macon  rose 
and  spoke  about  half  an  hour  against  the  bill, 
opposing  it  on  the  ground  that  he  considered  it  as 
the  fouudation  of  a  navy ;  and  slating,  that  if  war 
should  ensue,  be  would  be  willing  10  lead  the 
frigalcs  to  any  set  of  men  to  privateer  with. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Lron  io  anp- 
pori  of  the  bill,  il  was  ordered  10  a  third  reading 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 


Fhidat,  Jauuary  37. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  eueloaio^  iba 
copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  tbe  Regiater  ol  tbe 
Treasury,  correcting  an  error  to  the  amount  ot 
fifty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars and  eighteen  cents,  ia  tbe  atatemeatof  re- 
ceipta  JDlo  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  for 
the  year  1807,  trmnsmitted  in  pDnnanceof  a  reatv 
lution  of  [his  House  of  tbe  twentieth  of  December 
last;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
Ubie. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  Io 
complete  the  fortifications  oommenced  far  tbe 
aecurity  of  tbe  aeaport  towns  and  harbors  of  the 


Uuiied  Siatejii,  and  Io  defray  the  expense  of  deep- 

Sand  extending  to  the  river  Misaisippi  the 
of  Oarondelat,  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and 


Mr.  FcuDLET  preaented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  county,  in  the  State 
of  PenUKylvania,  staling  certain  ioeonveDieDCCa 
and  hardships  to  which  the  petitioners  and  oihan 
have  been,  and  are  now  subjected,  in  ctuuequeaee 
of  the  operalionsof  the  several  laws  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  resaels  in  ib«  pons 
and  harbors  of  the  Uniied  Slalea,  and  praying 
that  Ihe  tame  may  be  tepealod  whenever,  in  the 
judgment  of  Congress,  it  may  be  expedient  10 
adopt  that  measufc. 

The  laid  petition  waa  received,  and  ordered  to 
lie  no  the  ttble. 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Jahhabt,  1S09. 


Deftntivt  Maritime  War. 
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DEFENSIVE  HARITIME  WAS. 

Mr.  Bacon  raid  thkt  he  was  pftrtieutarlf  in- 
dueed,  by  a  coDsideraiioa  of  the  seolimenis  coo- 
lained  in  Ihe  memorial  which  had  just  been  read, 
to  offer  to  the  House  a  resolution  touchinz  ihe 
subject  at  out  maritime  rights,  aod  Ihe  moae  in 
which  it  behooved  the  nation  to  viudicale  their 
exercise  azainii  bellLgerent  aggreiaioos.  He  had 
been  much  K»tiGed  tiiat  a  gealiemnn  frotn  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Nichoi^bJ  had  already^  laid  upon  lbs 
table  a  resolmion  pointiag  to  a  speedy  termina' 
ItoQ  oflhe  embargo  lawi,  coupled  with  a  general 
declantioo  ofour  deieTminaiioD  to  reiume,  main- 
uia,  aod  rindicate  our  rights  to  ih«  free  nariga- 
tioD  of  the  ocean.  That  retolution  was,  how- 
ever, altogether  general  and  unipecific  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  tbis  ri^ht  should  be  vindicated, 
or  the  means  by  which  it  should  be  maintained. 
It  wna  probably  porposely,  and  undoubtedly  very 
properly,  propounded  in  that  general  shape,  witn 
a  view  of  indocingthe  offer  of  such  speciSc  prop- 
ositions  as  might  sugeest  themselves  lo  genile- 
meo  having,  in  view  inc  same  general  object.  He 
ipprehended,  however,  that  wlien  they  came  to 
go  into  Committee  on  that  resolution,  it  wonid 
be  found  difficult  to  make  it  ihe  object  of  distinct 
and  intelligible  discussion,  since  it  pointed  to  no 
definite  means  by  which  our  rights  were  to  be 
maintained,  or  our  Davigation  defended  from  vi- 
olence. He  had  hoped  that  some  other  gentle' 
mail  would,  beTore  this,  have  presenied  some  dis- 
tinct proposition  of  this  sort  to  the  House,  and 
had  wailed  some  days  with  such  an  expectation. 
Having,  however,  been  disappoinied  in  this,  he 
could  no  longer  refftin  from  the  exercise  of  a 
doty,  which  he  rose  with  great  diffidence  to  dis- 
charge. The  resolution  which  he  was  about  lo 
snbmit  washy  no  means  in  discordance  with  that 
of  tb«fenileraaQ  from  Vi 
a  specification  of  some,  ai 
which  the  general  object  of  thai  gentleman  might 
perhaps  be  attained.  And.^B  ofieriDg  it,  he  wish- 
ed not  lo  be  understood  as  definitively  pledged  lo 
the  particular  course  which  ihe  resolution  points 
to.  So  far  froiD  being  pertinaciously  wedded  to 
it,  he  was  ready  to  give  nis  unbiassed  attention  lo 
trny  other  pri^ect  wnieh  other  geniteoMn  may  see 
fit  to  propose.  That  there  are  great  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  in  every  view  which  can  be 
taken  of  our  present  situatiou,  is  sufficiently  ob- 
vious, and  it  is  therefore  with  wore  than  ordinary 
diffidence  that  I  venture  to  lay  before  the  House 
the  following  resolution : 

Raolved,  Thst  proviiian  ought  to  be  made,  by  Isw, 

&om  sod  after  the day  of nert,  for  snlhor- 

tiing  the  commanders  and  crews  of  meieb&nt  vessels 
or  the  tTnited  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or 
citizeos  thereof,  to  oppose  and  defend  agsinst  any 
■eajch,  restraint,  oi  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted 
upon  sncb  vessel,  or  upon  any  other  Tssael  owned  as 
■fbreaaid7by  the  commander  or  crew  of  any  armed 
I  hitI  stiiling  nnder  French  or  British  colore,  or  aet- 
ing,  at  pretending  to  act,  by  or  nnder  tha  salbority  of 
tho  Proich  or  British  Oovemments;  and  to  repel  by 
force  any  assault  or  hoMiLity  which  ahall  be  made  ur 
eommitled  on  the  part  of  aneh  Francfa  ta  British  vei* 


'irginia.'    It  was  merely 
It  least,  of  the  means  by 


•el  pursuing  such  attempt,  and  lo  snbdue  and  eaplar* 
6m  same,  and  to  retake  any  vessel  owned  as  af^wesaid, 
which  may  have  been  captured  by  any  lessel  tailing 
nnder  French  or  Brifish  colors,  or  acting,  or  pretend- 
ing to  act,  by  or  under  authority  &om  the  French  or 
British  Oovammenta. 

In  addition  to  the  general  observalioDs  made 
before  he  offered  the  reaolution,  Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  would  barely  remark  that,  as  to  the  general 
principle  which  it  contained,  he  presumed  that  it 
would  hf  no  one  be  mistaken  for  submission  to 
the  belligerent  claims  which  bad  been  levelled 
againit  our  maritime  rights;  it  authorized  re- 
sistance against  their  airgressions  in  the  most  di- 
rect ahd  unquBlifie4  term*.  He  might  be  asked 
if  k  was  war.  He  fell  no  hesitation  in  saying 
thai  it  was  defensive  WBr,andslrictly  and  wholly 
defensive  as  it  respected  ourselves  and  our  neu* 
tral  rights.  As  to  foreign  natiuns,  they  were  at 
liberty  to  take  it  as  they  pleased,  and  might  maka 
their  election  in  respect  to  the  manner  in  whicb 
they  would  meet  that  state  of  things  which  might 
grow  out  of  it.  tVe  claimed  noihingof  them  hot 
the  fair  exercise  of  our  rights,  and  if  they  still 
chose  to  intsrrnpt  us  in  it.  on  them  be  the  consa- 
quences — what  those  consequences  should  be,  it 
mirht  be  for  this  nation  hereafter  to  say. 

To  the  general  principle  of  the  resolution,  Mr. 
B.  sail)  that  there  could  be.  as  he  apprehended,  but 
one  obgection  any  way  plausible.  It  was,  that  it 
authorized  resistance  to  all- search  whatever,  by 
the  cruisers  of  the  two  great,  belligerents.  Iiwa^ 
to  be  sure,  an  acknowledged  principle  of  the  gen- 
eral law  of  nationa  that  neutral  vessels  were 
bound  to  submit  to  search  by  the  cruiseis  of  bel- 
Lgerenls  for  certain  specified  purpoaev — for  in- 
stance, to  examine  whether  the  neutral  had  on 
board  articles  contraband  of  war,  to  prevent  her 
enterrag  a  port  actually  invested,  Sk.  And  so 
lung  as  belligerents  acted  upon  this  principle,  and 
limited  their  principles  and  practices  of  visitation 
and  search  within  the  acknowledged  rules,  neu- 
trals were  unquestionabtf  bound  lo  submit  to  it. 
Bat  when  the  former  claimed  to  extend  this  right 
to  an  almost  unlimited  extent,  and  through  it  to 
enforce  claims  utterly  unkaown  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, aod  inconsistent  with  the  sovereignty  of 
neutral  States,  it  might  be  very  questionable 
whether  the  limited  right  itself  was  not  forfeited; 
and  whether  it  could  be  at  all  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  neutral  to  suffer  it.  That  such  is 
the  actual  stale  of  things  in  relation  lu  American 
rig^htson  the  ocean  is  obvious.  Neither  Qreat 
Britain  or  France  even  pretend  that  thei-  "-"—- 


3  ofoi 


tified  by  the  law  of  uatior  . 
mere  system  of  vindiciive  retaliation  upon  each 
other,  through  us.  And  shall  thev  pretend  to  bold 
us  to  a  punctilious  observance  or  all  the  ceremo- 
nial rites  of  that  lav,  which  they  both  habitually 
disregard,  and  avowedly  set  at  defiance  as  re- 
spects us  7  Fcom  such  a  state  of  things  we  might 
say,  as  France  did,lo  us  snme  years  since,  and  we 
may  say  it  with  much  more  justice, "  that  we 
can  find  only  a  real  disadvantage."  And  we 
might  almost  be  justified  in  usuming  towirda 
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boih  (boM  Powers  the  sround  which  one  of  them 
Buumed  towards  the  other,  and  lo  lell  them  plain- 
If  that,  against  nationa  which  ihus  net  al  dcfi- 
toce  all  principles  of  national  rights,  and  forget 
all  ibe  maTimsofjiublic  law,  "what  can  be  done 
bat  to  forget  ibein  for  an  iastant  one-self,"  Mr. 
B.  said  he  did  not  feel  himaelf  excluaivelf  pled^ 
«d  ID  this  particular  course  ;  but  as  be  thought  it 
was  time  for  soroe  sfitem  to  be  pi<ogr«silng,  ha 
iriibed  this  resolution  to  be  considered  by  the 
Housr,  and  put  in  possession  of  the  Committee  of 
Ibe  Whole,  who  had  under  oontideration  the  r«>- 
olution  for  repealing  the  embargo  and  resuming 
the  oarigaiion  of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Dana  »aid  be  ecknowl(d|^d  that  this  res- 
•Intion  did  not  look  like  submission.  He  rejoiced 
that  the  gCDtlemaD  from  MasMchuselis  had 
brought  forward  a  resolution  which  looked  some^ 
thing  tike  advancing  like  men  of  business.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  should  vote  precisely  for. 
ibis  proposition,  but  it  was  one  whicD  would  not 
terminate  in  words  or  in  ''retirement."  When 
they  came  to  examine  this  subject,  it  would  be 
found,  perhaps,  that  they  approached  a  question 
(^peculiar  character;  tnat  it  might  be  difficult 
to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  a  state  of 
positire  war,  in  which  we  encoonier  the  enemy 
at  all  points,  and  defensire  war— a  state  in  which 
we  seek  security  for  the  future,  without  endeavor' 
in|>  to  compel  indemnity  for  the  past.  Perhaps, 
aaid  tfe,  when  we  approach  the  subject  mote 
.eloiely,  it  may  be  proper  to  make  a  discrimina- 
tion on  this  subject,  which  has  very  generally 
been  kept  out  of  sight  in  the  course  ot  our  diseus- 
nons,  viz:  between  a  war  in  which  the  employ- 
ment of  force  is  atnclly  defensive,  and  ■  war  in 
which  it  is  Tindiciive.  I  will  not  at  this  time 
express  an  opinioti  on  the  subject  of  the  resolu- 
tion j  but  I  rose  to  express  my  satisfaction,  and 
make  my  acktiowledgment  to  the  gentleman  for 
tbe  proposition,  which  seems  to  contemplate  be- 
ginning a  course  of  doing  somethiog. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  Mr. 
NiC  B  O  l^a'a  mo  lu  Lion . 

NAVAL  EBTABLISHMENT. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  armitig,  manning,  and  fitting  out 
for  itnmediate  service,  all  the  nublic  ships  otwar, 
Teasali,  and  gunboats,  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  agreed  to  yesterday, 
was  read  the  third  time:  and,  on  the  question 
that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  af- 
firmalive— yeas  108,  nayi  83,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Bvaa  Alelander,  Wilhs  Alston,  jooier.  Eie- 
kial  Bicon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bs»- 
•sU,  WUIiam  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas 
Blount,  John  Bojle,  WilUim  A.  Burwell,  Willism  But- 
ler, Jowph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clsy,  John  Clopton, 
Orchaid  Uook,  Bicbard  CuUs,  Ssmntl  W.  Dana,  John 
DaTenport,  junior.  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deans.  Jo- 
■eph  Deshs,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  Junes  Elliot,  WUHani 
Ely.  John  W.  Eppea,  William  FIndley.  ismes  Fish, 
Meshsck  Franklin,  Francis  OardDer,  Thomas  Ghol- 
MB,  junior,  CharleaGoldsboroogfa,  PetorwDQoodwjD, 


Isaiah  L.  Oreaa,  John  Harria,  Wilbaa  Halma,  David 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Benbeo  Humphieja.  Dan- 
iel lisle;,  John  G.  Jackwin,  Richsrd  Jackaon,  Robeit 
Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones.  James 
Ktllj,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpstrick,  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  John  Love,  Matthew  Ljon,  Robert  Marion, 
Josiah  Masters.  William  McCieery,  William  Milnor, 
John  Moatgamery,  ?ficholas  R.  Moore,  Tbos.  Hoorc, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose^.  Gordon  8.  Muna- 
ford,  Boger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Wilaon  C.  Nicholaa,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Ijmne;,  John  Rhea 
of  Tenaeaaee,  Jacob  Richards,  Samuel  Siksr,  John 
Bowsa,  John Roaaell,  Benjamin SajiBbeDsiaT  BeavoT, 
Sunoel  Shaw,  James  ShMii,  Dannia  Smelt,  Jahn 
SmiUe,  Jedodiah  K.  Smith,  Hani;  Sonlhard,  William 
Stwlman,  Glemant  Storer,  Lewk  B.  Stnrcea,  Pataa 
Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallma^e,  John 


Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Kenaselaer,  DsnL  C.  Verplsn 
Isaac   Wilhour,   Alexander  Wilson,  Nathan  Wilaon, 
snd  Richard  Winn. 

Nats'— Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditoa 
ChsDipioo,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Culpaper,  Jas. 
M.  Gumett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Heister,  Wm.  Hoge, 
Jamas  Holland,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Daniel  Montgome- 
ry, junior,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  iohn  Randolph,  John 
Rea  or  PeDnsylfania,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Abram  .Trigg,  Jabei  Upham,  Jesse 
Wharton,  Robert  Whltehill,  and  Datid  R.  Williams. 

Meaoiixd,  that  the  title  he^  "Aoact  authorizing 
the  employment  of  an  additional  naval  force." 
ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  providing  an  additional  mili- 
tary force  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage — 

TiU.  Taulhadob  moved  the  poatponemeu  of 
the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr,  TALLHaDSE  said  it  was  a  very  unpleasant 
circumsHDce  to  rise  and  address  m  delibemtive 
assembly,  when  the  subject  was  an  unpleasant 
one  ;  but,  after  the  observations  which  bad  falkan 
from  some  geiitJemeQ  in  the  tnajoriiy,  charging 
the  minority  with  a  syslematie  dtsierminalion  to 
oppose  and  retard  all  tne  measurea  of  the  Admin- 
istration, it  required  some  efibrl  of  the  mind  lo 
undertake  tt>e  task.  Nothing  but  an  imperioos 
sense  of  duly,  and  regard  for  the  rights  of  -hit 
constituents  and  bis  country,  which  he  could  DM 
sacrifice,  induced  him  to  trouble  the  House  wiib 
his  objections  to  the  bill  now  under  conaiderati«B. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  in  the  discharge  of  this  duly, 
while  I  confine  myself  within  the  rules  of  deco- 
rum in  debate,  I  hold  myself  responsible  only  to 
my  coaniry,  to  my  conscience,  and  to  ray  Clod. 

In  relation  to  the  subject  uow  under  cuosidem- 
tion.  I  hope  this  honorable  House  will  do  me  ibe 
justice  to  ackuuwledge  that,  on  every  qupstion 
which  has  been  brought  forward  since  I  hnvs 
been  honored  with  a  seal  on  this  floor,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  protect  and  defend  our  coimno* 
country,  my  vote  and  exertions  have  been  id  fa- 
vor of  su«h  measures.  One  solitary  ioslance  do 
I  except  from  Ibe  geaeral  nile,  which  relate*  lo 
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■ucb  «  coniamptible  opiDion,  ihal  I 
straioed  lowii^bold  my  vole  from  giving  to  ibem 
■uch  UbenI  support.  ThiH  franlc  dcclftraiion,  I 
hope,  will  shield  me  from  the  reproach  of  wishing 
lothwkrt  (he  measures  of  lbs  AdminiiiiratioTi,orto 
throw  aDV  obstacles  in  the  wa;  of  its  aperatioos. 
Wfaea  i  addressed  this  Hoiue  on  a  former  oo- 


Ktate  I  wished  time  to  consider  its  pre 
I  did  then  believe  that  I  had  pretly  iboroufhl; 
examined  it.  and  aoderstood  what'would  be  its 
general  bearings  and  effects;  but  1  requested  a 
post  pone  me  nC,  that  its  final  passage  might  be  de- 
laved  aniil  ceriaio  propositions  should  be  made, 
vnich  a  gentleman  from  Massac h us ettt  (M¥. 
, Bacon)  informed  the  House  he  expected  to  oBer 
to  their  consideration,  and  aniil  the  policy  which 
this  coaniT?  was  to  pursne,  should  be  more  dis- 
tiacily  marWl  out  by  the  Qoveroment.  If  the 
present  aysiem'  of  (neaaiHes  is  still  to  be  peraisted 
U,  and  the  embnrgo  to  be  continned  at  loe  grtod 
testoratire  specific,  I  thep  thoDght,  and  still  nope, 
(he  House  will  not  consider  the  army  now  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  as  at  all  necessary,  and.  of 
«oar«e,  that  we  shall  unite  in  rejectiog  the  Sill. 
In  ih^  obaerVBiions  which  I  then  made,!  thought 
I  was  explMil,  but,  from  ibe  retnarks  which  have 
been  made  "by  gentlemen  in  reply,  I  find  I  was 
mis  understood. 

Wbea  we  examine  this  bil),  as  predicated  upon 
the  recoibmeDdaiion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  we 
milst  be  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  bow  it  sbeuld  as- 
aume  its  preseili  shape.  Id  the  report  of  that  offi- 
«er,  whicn  was  printed  aOd  laid  npon  our  tables, 
it  will  be  found  that  he  recommends  the  plan  of 
eogagiogSfty  thousand  voldnteers;  bat  this  bill 
proposes  raising  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men. 
Yes,  sir,  1  repeal  it;  if  you  pass  this  bill,  you 
■aoction  the  enlistuent,  organization,  and  equip- 
Btent,  of  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  ell  the 
<^c«r8  of  which  are  to  be  appointed  andcommis- 
(doned  by  (hePresident  of  the  United  States.  Be- 
ing a  member  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
bin,  it  may  be  inquired  why  1  did  not  object  to 
its  provisions  before  it  came  to  this  House.  Sir, 
I  never  saw  the  bill  beltire  it  was  primed  and  laid 
on  our  tables.  In  saying  Ibis,  I  impute  no  hiame 
to  the  chairman  of  our  committee,  (Mr.  Nblbom,) 


who  very  possibly  may  have  directed  notice  It 
KJveo  me,  and,  for  aught  I  know 
been    engazed   with  some  other   < 


lught  I  know,  I  may  bai 


mention  this  that  I  may  not  be  suspected  of  lak- 
ins  any  undue  advenlage  to  attack  and  defeat  the 
biU,  when  I  could  hare  su^esied  provisions  to 
its  framers,  which  would  have  rendered  it  leu 
liable  lo  exception. 

However  defective  this  bill  may  be'in  some  of 
its  important  provisions,  I  know  full  well  that  it 
cannot  be  amended  in  its  present  stage,  and  on 
fbe  motion  which  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  make. 
We  must  therefore  discuss  it  as  il  is  presented  to 
na,  purporting  to  be  a  bill  aulhoriziog  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  State*  U  appoint  five  major 
generab,  ten  brigadier  generals,arming  and  equtp- 


ping  forty-four  regiments  of  infanlry,  three  regi- 
menis'of  riflemen,  aitd  three  regiments  of  ligat 
artillery,  of  teO'  companies  eaeb,  with  the  field, 
staff,  and  commissiooed  officers,  necessary  com- 

Eletely  to  organiie  Ibis  corps.  In  thus  spreading 
pftire  the  House  the  prinoiples  and  provisions  or 
this  bill.  1  oall  on  gentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
before  tuey  adopt  ifaem.  Are  gentlemen  aware 
of  the  imroense  expense  which  #111  be  incurred 
by  raising  this  body  of  troopul  It  may  be  ob- 
jected, that  this  monstrous  military  force  is  id  be 
under  pay  only  white  it  isJiept  in  actual  service. 
But  it  ought  to  be  remembered  that,  as  soon  at 
tbe  officers  are  eppoioied  and  the  troops  are  eo- 
listed,  Il  becomes  a  positive  army,  liable  to  do 
duty  twelve  months  out  of  two  years,  wherever 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  direct. 
Give  me'leave  once  more  lo  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
which,  for  some  reason  or  other,  be  did  not  think 
proper  to  assign,  bui  which  I  know  he  presented 
to  the  committee.  In  this  report,  the  head  of  ibe 
War  Department  estimates  the  expense  of  fifty 
thousand  volunteers,  to  be  encamped  only  thirty  . 
days  in  the  year,  ai  two  millions  one  bondretl 
thousand  dollars.  I  have  made  a  calculation  on 
this  subject,  and  am  convinced  that,  to  provida 
for  this  army  only  one  year,  we  must  pay  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars.  Sir,  thehlitoryof  our  Revo- 
lutionaiy  war  exhibits  no  example  of  this  sort. 
We  have  at  this  moment,  probably,  about  ten 
tboDsind  troops  in  the  field.  To  these  may  be 
added  one  hundred  thousand  militia  lately  put  in 
requisition  by  the  President  of  the  United  State^ 
and  now  we  are  called  upon  to  add  fifty  thonsaod 

fularly  enlisted  troops  to  tbe  Dumb^. ' 
ndeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  J  tbink  it  behooves  na  to 

insider  well  what  we  are  about,  before  we  pro- 
ceed one  step  farther,  I  know  very  well,  and 
1st,  I  shall  always  venerate  tbe  sentiment, 
that  money  is  nothing  when  put  In  competition 
with  national  honor,  liberty,  atid  independence  j 
but  every  one  will  allow  that  this  subject  is  wor- 
thy of  peculiar  consideration  at  this  time,  more 
especially  wbeOj  by  means  of  the  embargo,  the 
streams  of  national  wealth  are  dried  up.'  This 
prioeiplejsir,  becomes  all  important  to'Us.ihe  Rep- 
reseoiatives  of  a  free  Republican  Qovernment, 
who  ought  not  to  lay  heavy  and  oppressive  bur- 
dens on  our  constituents  without  the  must  urgent 
necessity. 

Having  taken  this  general  view  of  the  strueinre, 
provision,  and  expense  arisinaont  of  ihU  bill,  I 
will  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  t 
endeavor  lo  lay  before  them  tbe  causes  which  iit* 
duce,  and  the  probable  result  and  consequenoee 
whi«h  will  ensue  from  calling  such  a  body  of 
iroopa,  as  thia  bill  con  templates,  into  the  field. 
That  I  may  be  the  more  distinctly  understood  1, 
will  arrange  Ibe  remarks  which  J  propose  furthw 
to  make  on  this  interesting  subject,  under  foar 
general  heads,  and  I  beg  the  attention  of  this  hoo- 
orabb  HoDse  while  I  endeavor  lo  elucidate  tha 
fallow  inquiries. 

1st.  At  whose  r^ueaf  is  this  armytobeaa- 
gaged? 
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Sd.  Wh»ti3  iisuseHDd  dei 

3d.  What  objects  are  to  be  obtaioed  by  it  1 

4lb.  Wbalareour  meaas  lo  accomplish  these 
ends? 

These  are  quesiioos  which  I  deem  of  impor- 
unce  lo  be  fully  BCttled,  before  we  proceed  to 
adopt  the  bill  cow  under  coDsideraliun}  and  I 
hope  senllemeD  will  give  Ib'em  a  patient  and 
candid  eiamitiatioD.  Perhaps  Ibe  honorable 
Chairman  who  reported  this  bill,  or  some  other 
gentleman,  will  be  able  to  anewer  ihem  lo  the 
taliBfaclion  of  ifae  House.  It  will  be  fortunale  If 
this  should  be  the  case,  that  we  may  cbeerfulty 
nDiie  In  the  necessary  measures,  of  defence,  and 
proceed  with  a  zeal  becoming  a  gooti  cause, 
which  will  insure  a  succecsful  termination. 

I  make  the  first  inquiry.  At  whose  request  is 
this  army  to  he  raised  1  I  presHme  every  genile- 
man  wilf  allow  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  is  the  CoiistilUtioiral  organ  by  whom 
communication)  are  to  be  mdde  loCongreu.  in- 
deed it  becomes  a  part  of  his  bounden  duty  uqder 
the  Constitution  "to  give  lo  Congress  Informa- 
'  tion  of  the  state  of  ibe  Union,  and  recommend 
<  to  iheir  conaideratlon  such  measures  as  he  shall 
'  judge  necessary  and  eipedient."  Has  he  made 
any  communication  to  Congress  intitnatiag  that 
•oeha  force  >^  this  bill  canlemplates,  would  be 
necessary?  Will  centlemen  turn  to  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  dell reted  at  the.  opening  of  the 
•esaion,  and  see  whethei  anyihiug  of  this  sort  is 
there  communicated?  Ihaveeiamined  thaldocu- 
ment  with  critical  attention,  and  can  find  notbing 
in  it  which  will  even  justify  this  measure.  1  ven- 
ture to  say  there  is  not  a  sentence  in  that  com- 
muuicatioo  on  which  (his  bill  could  bepredicaied. 
I  know  that  ibis  Message  was  dissected  in  due 
form',  by  someable  political  operator,  and  that  ser- 
eral  commiltees  were  raised  on  different  portions 
of  it;  and  althougb  I  had  the  honor  lo  belong  lo 
that  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  to  our  Military  and 
Naval  Establish  me  Dts,  1  have  searched  in  vain  for 
that  part  of  ii  upon  which  the  appoinimenl  of 
any  such  committee  could  b«  founded  ;  except- 
ing indeed  a  paragraph  respecting  the  one  hun- 
dred thousand  militia  which  were  voted  at  the 
last  session,  and  which  the  Presideni  had  not 
called  iotoservice.  Now,siT,if  therehasnothing 
occurred  of  so  alarming  a  nature  aa  to  justify  the 
irobodying  of  this  detachment  of  militia,  I  cannot 
perceive  whrnce  the  necessity  arises  for  calling 
Into  actual  service  so  strong  a  detachment  of 
military  force,  or  what  can  justify  this  House  in 
adopiibg  a  measure  so  strong  aod  at  Ihe  ume 
time  so  aJatming, 

Again,  since  the  Pteaideoi  has  mada  no  re- 
quest for  ibis  immense  force  in  time  of  peace, 
tnereseems  to  be  a  sort  of  indelicacy  in  the  attempt 
thus  to  palm  upon  htm,  as  Commander-in-Chief, 
an  army  o^  this  magnitude  without  iiiiimating 
■la  destination  or  use.  Will  any  gentleman  itr  bis 
place  inform  this  HouK  (since  the  President,  who 
IB  the  only  responsible  character  lo  give  us  the 
information,  has  not  done  it  >  that  these  troops  are 
leally  wanted  1    I  have  before  remarked  that  ibe 


Secretary  at  War  has  laid  before  us  a  plan  to 
rbiae  fifty  thoiisand  volunteers,  but  nothing  ap- 
pears in  It  to  justify  the  raising  of  the  corps  pro- 
posed by  ibis  bill.  Whenever  volunteers  have 
been  called  for  by  the  Qovecnmenl,  Ihey  have 
turned  out  with  alacrity  and  zenl,  officered  and  ac- 
coutred for  service ;  i>or  can  it  be  supposed  that 
there  is  less  patriotism  reigning  in  the  bosoms  of 
our  citizens  at  the  present  day  than  heretofore. 
,  If  the  Qovernment  has  any  serious  intention 
to  bring  aband  of  volunteer  yeomanry  into  the 
Geld,  of  purely  American  character,  the  provi- 
sions of  Ihla  bill  cannot  fail  to  defeat  such  inten- 
tion. Depriving  the  troops  of  the  accustomed 
privilege  to  serve  under  their  own  officers,  will  not 
only  retard  the  business  of  engaging  the  men,  but 
will  have  a  strong  tendency  lo  make  the  service 
suspicious. 

I  come  now  to  the  second  inqairy.  What  is 
the  Ui^e  and  desiinatioa  of  ibis  army  3  Inasmuch 
as  we  have  no  infortnation  on  (hi?  head  from  the 
Executive  depart/nent,  I  inquire,  with  deep  soli- 
citude, of  the  majority  of  this  House,  (inasmuch 
as  ihey  bold  the  desiiniea  of  our  country  ai  this 
portentousday,)wheteis  this  force  to  be  directed  7 
Against  what  enemy,  visible  or  invisible,  is  this 
army  of  freeman  to  be  prepared  lo  act  T  Indeed, 
Mr.  Speaker,  Ibis  duty  becomes  so  imperious  upon 
this  House,  and  so  important  to  our  consiiiuents, 
that,  without  some  definite  ibformaiioD  on  this 
point,  I  know  bot  how  we  can  proceed.  Since 
(he  present  session  conunenced,  we  hare  been  pass- 
ing laws  and  adopting  measures  of  the  most  seri- 
ous and  important  consequence  to  this  country, 
aod,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  with  less  eonsldera- 
lion,  1  fear,  than  the  solemnity  and  imponitnce 
of  their  nature  seemed  lo  demand.  We  are  now 
called  upon  lo  pass  a  bill,  placing  in  the  bauds  of 
the  Elecutire  one  of  the  most  irentendou*  weap- 
ons which  Government  can  yield.  For  my  own 
part^l  can  discover  buxiwo  objects  which  can  be 
in  view,  in  framing  this  present  hilt.  This  force, 
when  raised,  must  be  directed  againsl  an  enemy, 
nr  it  must  be  pointed  against  ourKelves.  In  other 
words,  it  must  be  calculated  to  repel  foreign  ag- 
gression, or  to  enforce  otiedience  to  our  laws.  If 
It  is  to  be  employed  against  an  euemy,  it  will 
surely  become  importanttD  know  specifically  who 
that  enemy  is.  And  it  is  a  fact  somewhat  singu- 
lar, that,  (0  [bis  day,  with  all  ihe  noise  and  blus- 
ter about  war  we  have  never  been  distinctly  (old 
(he  enemy  wnom  we  have  to  encounter,  It  is 
true,  indeed,  our  Coinmitiee  on  Foreign  Relations 
told  ua,  as  ooe  aliernBtive,  that  we  must  have  a 
war  with  Oreal  Britain  and  France  at  ih?  aame 
time.  ThisaETurdsnodefiniteobject,  but  iidirecu 
the  attention  at  least  towards  two  powerful  and 
warlike  nations,  engaged  in  the  most  deadly  hos- 
tility against  each  other.  Could  that  cummiltee 
have  been  in  earnest,  or  can  this  House  support 
the  sentiment,  when  ihey  decided,  (he  point  that 
war  mu^t  be  waged  wilh  two  nations  coblending 
at  the  same  lime  with  each  other  7  The  modem 
such  awarrare,(provided  (he  three  Powers  should 
come  into  conflict  at  the  same  time,  either  by  land 
or  sea.)  I  liumbly  conceive  would  baffle  the  uni- 
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Eed  wisdom  of  that  skgacioui  commiitee.  and  is 
too  ridiculous  lo  he  discussed  in  this  House.  Let 
us,  then,  inquire. wfait  are. our  chances  for  war 
with  either  of  itieie  aatioiis,  ^paraivlf .  Do  gen- 
tlemen conlemplMe  ctO'^isiDg  ihA  Atlantic  id  attack 
Prance,  and  thereby  oblige  fiouBparle  lo  reToke 
his  decreei?  .  I  presnme  not.  Cdo  any  one  say 
thai  be  expects  an  iDTBUOO  froOi  that  qoarterl 
Hia  want  of  a  oary  f^ivea  you  tbe  aaswer  to  this 
qnesiioQ.  At  to  an  invusion  of  Great  Btiiaio,  or 
aof  ofliR'  Weill  ladia  possessions,  hsr  superior 
naral  force  fully  protecls  her ;  and  the  ezpeiieoce 
which  she  derired  in  the  late  Revolnciooary  war 
will  teach  her  not  to  wnis  her  armies  in  so  Fruit- 
leas  an  experiment,  as  a^aia  to  send  troops  to  onr 
shores.  I  will  re^rve  for  the  vezt  head  of  in- 
quiry what  may  Klaie  la  codquesi  in  our  own 
vicinity,  and  remark,  ihat/inaimaeh  as  foreign 
eoDquext  and  domestic  invasiciD  tQQst  be  alike  im- 
probable, 1  can  see  do  nse  for  which  these  troops 
can  be  wanted,  but  to  Enforce  obedience  to  oar 
laws.  And  can  ii  be  posiiUe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
we  have  pome  to  this  solemta  and  awful  cooditioo, 
that  a  large  army  must  be  eagB.ged  to  command 
obedience  from  our  citizens,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  I  Forbid  it,  Heaven!  I  hope  and  trust 
the  slate  of  things  does  not  at  present  reqnire  il. 
Rather  vould  1  ho|u  that  our  fears  and  our  ap- 
prehensions greatly  exceed  ihe'faci. 

I  know  thai  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
liona  hare  very  gravely  submitted  to  us  three 
alternative* — sobmis^on,  embargo,- or  war.  By 
a  «olemn  vote  of  this  House,  you  nave  decided  on 
the  first ;  and,  therefore,  subtiiission  isout  of  the 
question.  The  next  alternative  was,  the  contin- 
uance of  the  embargo.ftnd  to  this  the  Legislature 
liaVe  determined  to  adhere.  It  will  not  be  amiss, 
here,  to  inquire  wliat  have  been''  some  of  the  most 
prominent  effects  resulting  from  oar  late  law, 
"more  effectually  to  eafbrce  tbe  embargo."  It 
haabeen  customary  todrag  this  measure  into  every 
debate,  but  1  trust  the  House  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  acknowledge  that  I  have  but  rarely  rung 
Ibst  ODpteasant  charge  in  their  ears.  But,tn  the 
coasideratioB  of  oar  general  policy,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  keep  so  important  a  measure  out  of 
Tiew,  and  espeeially  when  apprehensions  are  eu' 
lertained  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  have  an 
important  bearingon  that  qnesiion.  After  all  the 
predictions  which  were  made  on  the  wonderful 
efficacy  of  tbe  embargo,  it  has  been  found  that  it 
bss  not  answered  tbe  expectations  of  itr  friends. 
From  its  fretgaent  violations  and  evasions,  it  has 
been  deemed  necessary  more  rigidlr  to  enforce  it, 
and  the  late  law  which  has  passeo  for  tbi*  ptir-. 
pose  has  excited  the  most  serious  alarm.  When 
tbat  taw  was  before  this  House,  those  of  us  who 
honestly  believed  some  of  its  provisions  were 
unconstitutional,  and  most  of  its  requisitions  and 
peoalties  very  severe,  did  not  fail' to  slate  them  to 
tbe  Hoose.  They  did  no(  omit  to  caution  geaile- 
men  against  adopting  such  oppressive  measure! 
and  to  intimate  their  own  apprehensions  as  to  ihi 
effects  which  might  beproduced  on  the  nation. 
Apprehensions  were  even  entertained  that  in  cerr 
lata  pottiops  of  the  Union  the  laws  relating  to  the 


embargo  would  nnt  ba  eievuted,  inasmoch  as  the 
habits  and  pursuits  of  tbe  people  were  igJinst  tbe 
measore,  and  their  sufferings  had  become  intoler- 
able. The  total  inefficacy  of  that  measure,  as 
coercive  upon  our  enemies,  was '  discovered,  and 
the  people  perceiving  no  good  to  result  from  it, 
and  nothing  but  positive  ruin  before  them,  it  was 
feSred  that  they  would  no  longer  submit  to  its 
pressure.  These  declarations  were  not  thencred- 
iied  by  a  rakjoriiy  of  this  Hoose,  and  now^  what 
is  the  ficll  Your  law,  in  many  places,  has  be- 
come a  mere  dead  letter.  Am  I  slating  the  case 
too  strongly  when  I  ma^e  this  declaration  ?  1  trust 
not.  I  am  apprehensive  that  some  gentlemen  who 
hear  me  are  so  unaaqoainted  with  the  character, 
habits,  and  raaDoers,  of  our  Northern  and  East- 
ern iahahitants,  tbat  ihey.TDsy  suppose  I  exhibit 
tbe  picture  in  too  strong  and  lively  colors.  Hav-. 
ing  resided  in  New  England  from  my  vouth,  I 
think  1  cannot  mistake 'the  character  of  tnat  peo- 
ple ;  and  I  believe  1  hazard  nothing  when  I  assert, 
that,  as  to  the  great  body  of  that  people,  your  em- 
bargo laws  have  bad  ail  the  effects  which  can  be 
expected  from  them.  The  same  sentiment  is  pro- 
gressing.to  the  Bouthj  and  nothing  but  a  hope  that 
the  hour  of  their  relief  is  near  keeps  ihetn  from 
acts  of  oppositioo.  In  making  these  remarks,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  do  not  intimate  tbat  rebellion  ot  direct 
repugnance  to  lawful  authority  will  be'counte- 
nanced  h)  New  England.  1  have  totf  high  an  opia> 
ion  of  their  iatelli^ence,  love  of  order,  eod  regard 
for  the  Conslitutioa  and  laws  of  the  land,  to 
believe  anyihinK  like  this  will  take  place.  Bat, 
knowing  their  right;,  they  will  guard  them  wiib 
the  most  scrupulous  jealousy.  No  people  are  more 
obedient  lo  the  law,  and  none  more  ready  to  seek 
redress  for  injuries  under  the  goardtsn  protection 
ofthe  law  and  tbe  Constitution.  Should  the  Gen- 
eral Oovernulent  at  any  lime  oppress  them,  they 
will  not  fly  in'  the  face  of  the  law^  and  excite  in- 
surrection and  revolt,  but  they  will  seek  redresa 
Bod  protection  under ihegovernmentoftheSiates, 
soleniolj  guarantied  by  the  General  Government. 
Those  State  prerogatives,  which  they  never  have 
surrendered,  are  the  strong  barriers  affaiDsi  the 
powers  and  usurpations  of  the  General  GoTern- 
ment,  and  on  these  the  durxiion  of  this  Gtovern- 
ment  must  io  agreat  measure  depend. 

Here  Mr.  Nicholas  called  Mr.  Tilliiad<ib  tn 
order,  as  having  understood  him  to  say  there  was 
no  disposition  in  the  General  Government  to  save 
the  people  from  oppression,  and  that  tbe  9iate 
Legislatures  ought  to  protect  t  heir  dtizeos  against 
the  autticrity  of  ihe  General  Goreroment, 

Mr.  Tallmaoqe  explained.  He  maintained  that 
he  had  advaoeed  no  such  sentiments  as  had  been 
imputed  to  him.  He  was  only  stating  a  passible 
case,  and  theace  inferring  the  right  of  the  citben. 

Mr.  NicBOLie  withdrew  bis  eall,andthBSpuE- 
ER  requ'esled  Mr.  TALLnioaE  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Tallmudob  continued,  I  was  about  to  state, 
when  I  was  inierrupted.tbat,if  the  Qenerai  Gov- 
ernment should  pass  un9onsmutiDnBl  and  oppress- 
ive laws,  (which,  Heaven  forbid  !)  depriving  the 
citizen  of  bis  tights,  b^esort'mg  to  the  Conatiiu- 
lionapd  Uwa'of  the  Suie^he  would  find  redteae; 
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and  on  ihia  1  coDsidei  our  Mf«tf  mileriallf  to 
depend.  In  fact,  sir,  the  ezistencc  of  the  oae  in 
■0  tieepiy  inlerwoTcn  with  ibe  prosperiif  of  the 
other,  ibat  wfibem  the  eoDUouBDee  of  your  State 
gOTETD meats,  id  fall  eaerfcy  and  poTOer,  [be  Gpd- 
eral  Government  muit  inevilably  tall.  To  obtaio 
and  secare  ibia  f«ir  JDheriiatice,  I  have  passed 
tbrongb  a  long  and  bloody  ReTololion.  Toemoy 
the  blessiag^s  of  a  good  GoverDmrm,  uodera  Fed- 
-eral  Conaiiiuiioo,  I  put  everyihing  at  my  coid' 
mand  at  hazard;  and  all  my  services  have  been 
«iiiployed  to  defend  aod  establish  the  libertim  of 
Uy  country.  I  humbly  trust  it  will  not  now  be 
-aupposed  ibat  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  Consti- 
tulien  prostrated,  which  was  the  consuraroalioo 
of  ODT  independence,  aod  ihe  order  and  harmony 
of  the  Uoion  subverted  brBDarchyand  rebellion. 
After  this  declaration,  I  hope  the  honorable  gen- 
deman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nirhouib)  will  have 
BO  doubts  rejpeciinK  my  political  cieedi 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  nave  Wen  iaseosibly  led  off 
from  ibe  course  which  I  marked  out  Ibr  myself 
by  this  unexpected  iuterruptigs,  bat  will  now  re- 
■nme  my  original  design. 


ery  gentleman  within  tbe  sonnd  of  my  vol 
irill  delight  to  cherish  jhal  commeadabie  je 


ousy  which  freemen  eibibit  when  troops  ... 
raised  and  quartered  among  them  in  lime  of  peaae. 
Can  I  not  impress  a  belief  on  Ibis  Honse  that 
many  portions  of  our  country  are  seriously  alann- 
ed,  on  teceiving  iDformaiion  that  this  tnlt  was 
about  ID  be  brought  forward?  ]s  it  doi  enough 
tfaat  tbe  late  enforcing  embargo  law  should  have 
excited  so  much  leBsibiliiv,  thai  another,  not  len 
alarming,  shoold  be  brougtit  to  its  Gnai  passage  in 
this  House  1  I  deem  it  my  duly  to  spread  before 
the  Represen  la  tires  of  the  people  their  apprehen- 
aions  as  welt  as  their  sufferings.  When  W«  see 
those  primary  astern blies  begin  to  give  the  watch> 
word,  be  assured  that  tfaey  considet-  danger  lo  be 
near.  In  some  town  and  country  meetings  we 
find  resolutiooN  have  beeo  adopted,  and  as  if 
grieved  and  diebeatlened  by  neglect,  they  furbebr 
to  elk  redress  at  yoor  hands,  and  determine  to 
look  to  their  Stale  Govemmenia  for  relief.  Nay, 
further,  where  your  late  embargo  law  has  beeo 
put  in  execution,  ibe  interference  of  legal  State 
process  has  been  resoned  to,  to  save  the  citizens 
ftomrnin.  The  necessary  tendency  of  this  (bourse 
is  to  bring  the  General  and  State  Goveromenis 
into  collision,  the  fatal  consequences  of  which 
need  not  be  pointed  out.  If.  however,  such  a 
monstrous  military  force  shail  at  any  time  become 
necessary  to  force  the  obedience  to  any  law,  this 
argument  alone.should  satisfy  our  rulers  that  all 
is  not  right,  and  that  it  is  bigb  time  to  pause  if 
not  to  repeal. 

Having  attempted  to  demonstrate  to  this  House 
that  the  army  contemplated  by  this  bill,  cannot 
be  wanted  for  foreign  aggression,  or  to  repel  domcs- 
Itc  invasion — and  ardently  hoping  that  it  is  not 
intended  to  enforce  the  emban^  laws,  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  there  exists  any  sufficient  caase  for  pass- 
ing Ihe  bill  now  before  the  House.  I  know  fall 
well  that  we  have  been  shamefully  treated  aod 
oar  rights  bare  been  grwsly  violate  bybotli  the 


belligerent  nttiona  across  the  Atkntic;  nor  will 
I  attempt  in  any  measure  to  justify  or  filiate 
these  wrongs.  Having  expressed  my  seotimeais 
on  this  subject  on  a  former  occasion,  1  will  not 
detain  the  House  to  repeat  tbem  again.  Tbe  iia- 
poiiant  Question  ariiing  out  of  ibis  condition,  it 
how  shall  we  obiain  tbe  most  effectual  redfesal 
This  brings  me  to  thi^  third  head  of  my  inquiries. 

What  Mtjeels  ara  to  be  obtained  by  this  kima- 
mentl 

If  war  is  the  real  object,  I  would  observe  that 
its  principles  should  be  well  defined:  its  end* 
must  be  probable  of  acoompliidimeoi ;  it  most 
be  manifestly  just;  and  above  all,  it  mu»t  be  ap- 
probated by  the  people.  I  have  before  said  that 
in  foreign  conquest  we  have  nothing  to  gain.  Lei 
us  briefly  imagine  what  can  be  done  nearer 
home,  Canada  is  ibe  first  ot^eetworlbr  of  at- 
tack, if  we  should  commence  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.  Some,  geniiemen  who  have  advocated 
this  sentiment  in  this  House,  appear  to  me  to 
speak  of  it  as  if  it  would  be  apieceof  amniemenl, 
a  mere  pailinie;  or  at  any  rate  an  achievement 
which  could  be  easUv  effected.  Bat,  sir,  a  pro- 
jeeiuftbis  sort  sboufd  he  examined  with  great 
coolness  aod  deliberation.  Qentlemen  shonld 
look  at  it  with  a  scniitoiziag  military  eye.  Have 
you  any  documents  to  show  the- regular  military 
force  in  the  province  of  Canada,  and  the  present 
Slate  of  their  fortifications'!  Can  anygeoilemas 
lell  me  the  provisiocis  there  deposit^]  in  case  at 
a  siege  1  You  well  remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
failure  of  an  expedition'  into  Canada  during  tbe 
Revolutionary  war,  and  the  tnforlncate  issne  of 
an  Bitttck  upon  the  city  ofQuebes.  Every  gen- 
tleman on  tnis  floor  must  be  acquainted  willi  the 
hisioiy  of  tbose  events;  and  if  at  that  period  on 
enterprise  proved  so  unsuccessful,  it  should  not 
be  rashly  undertaken  now,  when  every  prepare- 
lion  for  defence  is  doubled,  and  perhaps  to  four- 
fold. If  I  kno^  anything  of  that  provinee,  tbe 
regular  troops  for  its  defence  may  be  estiibaied  at 
about  10.000  men,  aod  the  city  of  Quebec  at  ibis 
time  is  completely  fortified.  I  am  not  about  lo 
say  that  tbe  capture  of  those  perl*  and  the  re- 
duction of  that  province  could  not  be  effected 
by  the  United  States;  but  I  do  say  that  it  woold 
not  be  found  so  easy  of  accomplishment  as  some 
genllemen  seem  to  imagTOe;  and  when  cfiecled 
would  but  poorly  repay  us  for  all  our  expense  i£ 
blood  and  treasure.  A  possibility,  however,  that 
we  might  not  succeed,  should  make  ua  cautions 
how  we  protolte  a  war  in  which  no  durable  good 
can  be  promised,  and  ivhioh  may  terminate  in 


disffreoe. 
But  admit,  for  a 


Tgament'sake,  that  wc  sfaonM 
iful,  and  tbe  Province  of  Cannda  sboatd 
change. masters,  is  it  an  acquisition  worth  the 
price  whioh  we  should  probably  pay  for  iti  What 
advantages  would  result  from  sacb  aa  eTenilo 
tlie  United  States?  Most  assuredly  we  fanveno 
occasion  for  any  increase  of  territory,  nod  ftoa 
such  an  heterogeneous  mass  of  population.  I  very 
much  question  whether  our  Republicno  Oovem- 
meiK  wonld  be  much  strengthened.  In  nddtiioa 
to  tiiis,  we  must  take  into  the  nccoani  thM  this 
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Sontice,  harinic  \m%  bMn  b«ld  bf  a  milirary 
BTeromFnt,  eonid  nerer  'be  {tTeMrved  by  us  bat 
byaUrgeslandiDgarmT'.  This  engineordespol- 
iani  abould  Dcvvr  be  iniroduced  into  a  free,  Re- 
publican Qovernment,  except  cm  the  moni  orcent 
OCeaiioD,  and  ^s  Bpeedilr  ai  ponible  shtfnlaTe- 
tUTB  to  the  walks  of  civil  lifa.  If.  therefore,  the 
saquiMtioD  of  thia  province  caanoi  be  jmtified  in 
■  political,  view,  larelf  the  [iro&pect  of  plunder, 
or  the  ^ralifyihg'  of  the  passion  of  refenge,  will 
never  induce  a  magnaoiinoui  peo;de  to  make 
war.  All  the  reasons  which  can  b«  urged  in 
favor  of  meh  an  expedition  are  at  virlanr.e  wiih 
the  fundamental  principlea  of  our  Republican  in- 
atitulions,  and  of  cour^  ought  to  be  diteouoieo- 
tticed  whcn<  it  is  not  engaged  in  from  the  most 
urgent  Decessity,ia  defence  of  our  cDuntry's  rights. 
The  same  remarks  which  have  been  submitted 
againet  an  expedition  into  Canada  forth«  pnrpose 


of  eonqneitj  nill  apply  with  double  force  respect- 
ing Halifax.  In  the  former  case,  iTSops  might  be 
takoii'io  the  icene  of  action  wiihoui  laueh  naval 


force;  Id  the  iaiier,  the  attempt  would  be  futili 
without  a  superior  fleet.  In  «very  light,  there- 
fore, in  whibli  the  subject  hat  been  presented  to 
my  mind,  I  cannot  perceive  that  Ibe  substantiat 
intecesta  of  our  eoudtry  would  be  promoted  hy 
commencing  war  for  luch  a  pmpose:  Nalinna, 
more  ihAQ  individQals,  ought  to  take  counsel  of 
maon,  and  not  from  panion;  the  latter  of  which, 
from  aome  inflammatoryspeechei  delivered  on  this 
floor,  aome  might  eoDclude  we  were  abont  to 
pursue.  ^ 

Agaib,  one  prominent  object  to  be  obtaiiled  by 
a  dispute  with  Qmt  Britain,,  i:  the  freedom  of 
l&eieas,  and  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods. 
la  there  a  man  within  thete  walls  Who  believes 
that  we  can  oblige  Great  Britain  to  concede  (his 
poiotl  Whether  it  be  right  or  wrongu  not  the 
qiMstion,  bat -whether  the  United  Btatei  have 
power  to  coerce  and  establish  that  principle. 

Sir,  if  the  whole  force  contemplated  by  this 
bill  ihonld  be  raised,  aod  Canada  with  all  iis  de- 
pendeooief  shMild  be  taken,  do  gentlemen  seri- 
ouriy  believe  that  our  marftime  rights  would 
thereby  be  secured,  and  O^eai  Britain  obllgtd  to 

field  what  WemaycaiAider  her  uojnstiNur  pa  tioDil 
f  I  know  anythiag  of  the  policy  whioh  governs 
that  nation.  I  IbinK  it  would  not.  Although  1 
never  would  sumbit  hy  acknowledging  that  to  be 
joiit  which  militates  against  national  honor  aod 
moral  right,  yet  sound  policy  may  someiime*  dic- 
laie  an  endurance  of  imaller  evils  for  a  time, 
rather  than  ei|K»e  a  aaiion  to  the  calamities  of 

blesaiofs  for  which  you  contend.  Suppose  ibat, 
after  a  contest  of  six,  eight,  or  ten  years,  a  peace 
eoold  b«  trained,  and  by  treaty  all  BhoaJd  be 
yielded  that  we  contend  for.  Experience  has 
folly  demonstrated  that  when  the  most  lolsinti 
treaties  interfere  with  the  ambiiioua  views  of  a 
potent  nation,  they  arc  considered  as  having  no 
binding  force.  Dariog  the  present  eonteai  be- 
tween Qreat  Britain  and  France,  the  raosi  solemn 
Mipulationa  by  treaties,  and  the  loDg'setiled  prin- 
eiplea  aekaowledged  by  the  law  of  naiioaa,  bar* 


been  violated  'without  any  apoli^y,  and  treated 
with'  contempt.  From  Ibis  view  of  the  snhject, 
therefore,  I  think  it  clearly  fol laws  that  a  war 
cannot  be  justified,  and  of  course  the  troops  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  by  ibis  bill  are  unnecessary.  If 
gentlemen  are  correct  iatheiropiniona  respecting 
thepolicyof  this  Governraeni,  then  indeed,  when- 
ever a  treaty  is  infracted,  oj  any  foreign  r^ula- 
tion  is  adopted  by  which  our  commerce  shall  be 
restricifd,  we  ronsl  be  doomed  to  pa.*s  over  the 
same  ground  again.  Non-imponalion,  embai^o, 
and  non-intereonrse  laws  must  be  passed ;  and  in 
alleraptiag  to  starve  our  enemy,  we  Hhall  go  far 
towards  mining  ourselves.  Alihougb  it  may  be 
foreign  to  the  present  question  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination of  our  foreign  commerce,  yet  I  cannot 
forbear  to  remark,  in  opposition  .to  many  state- 
ments  which  have  been  made  on  this  floor,  thai 
the  amounl  of  ail  Briilsb  manufactures  imported 
into  this  country,  for  our  own  cottsutnptlon,  4ofla 
not  exceed  025^,000,  which  i»  about  one-tentb 
of  all  the  exporii  of  goods  manufactured  in  Oreat 
Britain.  Having  found  out  other  resources  from 
wheiTce  the  raw  materials  for  her  maoufaciUTM 
can  be  obtained,  and  sufficient  demands  for  all 
her  goods,  she  must  look  on  with  a  son  of  laugh- 
ing iodiffcrenee  at  our  new  invented  mode  of 
national  suicide. 

The  next  point  in  my  division  of  this  subject 
is  to  inquire  what  are  our  means  to  accomplish 
this  object!  in  a  Qovernmenl  like  ours,  profess- 
ing to  have  DO  secrets,  the  resource*  which  we 
can  eotnniand  and  our  general  policy  are  almost 
as  well  known  to  foreign  nations  as  to  ourselves. 
I  trust  I  shall,  therefore,  not  be  acoused  of  ex- 
posing tbi6  secrets  of  the  Qovemment  when  I 
state  my  full  conviction  that  we  have  not  the 
means  necessary  to  carry  on  a  bold  and  effioient 
war.  As  I  have  before  slated,  sq  I  am  fully  coa- 
vinced  Ihaiihe  people  would  make  astouishiag 
eiertioos,  and  all  reasonableiacrifices,  when  great 
enretfencies  occur;  and  especially  when  called 
upon  ia  defence  of  their  Nearest  rights.  But 
when  they  shall  be  invited  to  support  measuret 
so  expeoBive  as  the  one  w>W  onder  con  si  deration, 
it  becomes  necessary  fov  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  to  refleet  whether  it  la  snch  an  one  as 
they  will  cbeerfnlly  support.  By  examining  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  have  but  about  three  millions  of 
nnapproprlated  revebue ;  and  one  important  les- 
son is  taught  by  that  report,  of  which  this  House 
wilL  do  well  to  take  notice,  that  a  rigid  persever- 
anoe  in  the  system  of  embei^  will  dry  up  the 
principal  streams  by  which  the  national  Treasury 
was  auppiied.  Sir,  the  destruciion  of  our  com- 
merce is  necessarily  followed,  under  our  present 
vystem  of  finance,  by  national  poverty  and  diiirest. 
For  more  than  Ihirteea  months  we  have  been  in 
the  fall  tide  of  experiment  on  a  system  which 
Doi  only  discourages  the  laudable  enterprise  of 
our  most  iodnstrious  ciiixeos,  but  strikes  at  the 
very  root  of  our  fisral  arrangements.  What  a 
solemn  speetaeie,  Mr.  Speaker,  do  we  exhibit  to 
the  world  at  this  dayl  A  great  commeroial  peo- 
ple, and  second  to  but  «bc  nation  on  the  globe, 
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Tetiria;  from  the  ocean,  by  the  pursuits  t{  whicb 
our  wealth  and  inipoTlBDce  was  iacreasing  with 
every  pasfing  gale;  coercing  tbis  abandoament, 
hylhemost  severe  laws,  and  majntsiniiig  ihem 
■Lt  ao  eoormofis  ezpeose;  and  when  this 'oovel 
experimeoi  has  failed  lo  produceihe  benefits  tni 
blessings  which  its  advocates  and  friends  predict- 
ed, we  are  called  upon  to  pteptre  for  war.  Yes, 
sir,  wben  the  very  sibews  uf  war  bav^  been  thus 
broken  or  destroyed,  and  poverty  and  diisrace 
■tare  us  in  the  lace,  we  are  presented  with  a 
Military  Establishment  which  might  make  an 
opulent  natioD  groan.  To  what  sources  can  you 
resort  to  support  this  heavy  espeosel  Loans  and 
taxes  are  the  dernier  .resort:  and  are  the  gentle- 
men DOW  in  power  ready  lo  adopt  this  system, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  war — a  systera, 
too,  which,  in  better  days,  they  scoutedss  ruinous 
to  this  country?  They  surely  cannot  have  for- 
gotten  the  compUinti  which  were  then  made 
against  such  a  system,  inasmuch  as  to  these  may 
be  attributed  their  present  elevation  to  power.  If 
taxes  should  be  resorted  to,  being  deprived  of  the 
benefits  ofcommerce,  the  Dderchanl  and  ih^farmer 
have  nothing  to  pay.  Loans  may  answer  a  tem- 
porary call,  but  without  any  means  lo  discharge 
them,  these  must  necessarily  fail.  During  t^e 
late  Revulutiooaty  war,  these  wfere  carried  to 
their  utmost  extent,  and  to  this  day  we  feel  theiv 
cSecti.  However  willing,  aur  coastitnents  may 
be  to  discharge  ibat  debt,  whicb  was  the  price  of 
our  independence,  it  behooves  Us  well  to  consider 
)iOw  we  increase  their  burdens.  I  have  not  the 
•mallest  doubt  but  the  people  of  America  would 
supporlalmost  any  burdens  which  the  Legislature 
might  impose,  to  matnlain  the  legillmtlte  princi- 
ples of  our  Constitution  and  Government;  but 
the  means  and  the  «nd  must  be  satisfactorily  er- 
hibiied  to  their  view.  Th«  question  is  not  whe- 
ther you  will  borrow  money,  bat  whether  Ibe 
object  fur  whicb  it  is  wanted  is  of  such  primary 
importance  as  to.  justify  the  measure.  Let  the 
sateiy,  the  honor,  and  the  liberties  of  our  country 
be  at  slake,  and  every  honest  man  in  the  com- 
munity will  liupport  you  in  their  defence,  and 
with  one  heart  bid  you  God  speed. 

Sir,  in  making  these  remarks  upon  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  I  wish  not  to  ba  understood 

'  ■«  coDsidering  war  the  greatest  calamity  that  pos- 
sibly can  befall  us.  National  dishonor  and  dis- 
Sace — mean  and  abject  submission,  bring  with 
em  a  train  of  evils  more  injurious  to  the  com- 
munity, than  war  with  all  its  horrors.  If  I  under- 
stand gentlemen  on  the  fubject  of  submission,  I 
cannot  fully  accord  in  the  doctrines  which  they 
advance.  To  oppose  such  ?  system  as  this,  would 
argiie  neither  wisdom  nor  courage.  The  duties 
imposed  on  neutral  commerce  by  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  may  be  highly  injurious  and 
oppressive;  but  will  a  war  against  tbai  nation, 
Vitb  all  oi)t  means  of  aoioyance^  induce  her  to 

'  change  her  course,  during  the  present  contest,  or 
secure  to  us  the  rights  wliich  we  claim  1  Much 
h«s.been  said  respecting  ibe  duty  which  she  lays 


port*.  To  this  I  canoot  subscribe,  although  [ 
detest  the  principle,  and  deprecate  the  evils  which 
result  from  it. 

Suppose  the  Dey  of  Ali^iers  had  the  unlimited 
control  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  demanded 
a  loll  of  every  ship  or  ves»el  that  passed  iato  the 
Mediterranean  sea,  a^  Denmark  has  long  done  at 
the  Sound.  ALthough'  this  is  a  duty  or  toll,  yet 
the  merchant  calculates  the  profits  of  his  voyage 
into  the  Baltic  or  Mediterranean  seas,  with  tbe 
encumbrance  of  tiita  duty,  and  pursues  or  omits 
it,  ns  bis  views  of  advantage  shall  dictate.  But 
gentlemen  say,  our  vessels  are  forced  into  British 
parts  by  their  armed  cruisers,  contrary  to  their 
mclioalions.  This,  probably^  arises  out  of  the  itaia 
of  her  contest  with  France ;  for,  while  each  is 
hem  on  the  destruction  of  the  other,  both  are  de- 
termioed  that  our  commerce  shall  not  be  carried 
on  but  for  their  individual  benefit,  to  the  ruin  of 
the  enemy.  While  Great  Britain  imposes  a  duty, 
France  burns  or  eoofiecatei  tbe  whole,  la  this 
,  are  we  to  submit  7  I  answer,  no.  A 
of  policy  is  here  to  be  sellied,  whether  a 
!e  thus  fettered  and  thus  obstructed,  is 
worthy  of  our  pursuit  1  And,  although  it  may 
be  restricted  as  to  some  particular  place  or  conn- 
try,  still  the  wants  and  privations  of  one  port  will 
be  supplied  by  the  surplus  productions  of  anolhet. 
I. have  made  these  remarks,  M(.  Speaker,  to  prove 
the  impolicv  of  a  favorite  measure  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which,  in  its  operation,  severely  bears  upon 
the  bonesr:  exertions  of  our  citizens,  and  uiteclr 
diMioaliSes  our  country  from  carrying  on  a  war. 

Ssme  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine  that  this 
Government  is  almost  omnipotent.  A  republi- 
can Government  is  undoubtedly  the  moat  potent, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  protection  and  defence,  of 
any  Governmebl  on  earth.  Biit,  to  answer  thif 
end,  it  must  rest  on  publia  Ojjioion,  and  be  appro- 
bated by  tbeciliiens  at  large,  whose  love  of  order 
and  the  Constitoiion  will  induce  them  to  support 
its  measures.  Wben  tbe  public  sentiment  can 
thus  he  insensibly  borne  along  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,' the  impression  isirre- 
sistible.  Let  the  most  despotic  Power  on  eaith, 
tbe  French  Emperor,  for  instance,  auempt  to  en- 
force a  particular  measure ;  he  takes  with  him 
hi.i  legions,  and  obedience  for  a  time  i<i  complete. 
But,  wben  his  myrmidons  are  removed,  the  fonn- 
et  stale  of  things-is  restored,  and  his  authority  is 
diiitegarded.  But  tbe  laws  of  a  free,  republican 
Government,  are  enforced. by  tbe  cheerrul  acqui- 
escence of  all  its  citizens. 

In  addition  to  the  four  principal  objectians 
which  I  have  slated  to  this  bill,  I  have  anothei 
which  relates  to  our  militia  establish  meats,  and 
which  its  provisiona,  1  think,  will  very  materially 
aSeot.  No  explicit  provision  is  made  with  re- 
spect to  tbe  mode  of  obtaining  recruits — wtaetbei 
when  so  engaged  they  are  to  be  excused  from  mi- 
litia duty  or  not — whether  tbe  officers  of  the  mi- 
litia would  be  received  if  they  should  tender  their 
services  with  their  men,  and  by  what  tenure  tbe 
troops  wilt  be  held  to  perform  service.  I  know 
that  a  certain  bounty  is  to  be  {Mid,  and  elothiitg 
to  be  furnished, and  public  arms  to   be  supplied; 
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bat  when  tbis  eipeue  U  iQcaTred„bow  are  ibese 
slrHggliDffrectuits  (obecollecLed  from  the  various 

Sari^  of  ihis  exi«DtiiiTe  country,  to  attend  on  daya 
it  exercise,  and  appointed  periods  fureceamp- 
mem?  If  martial  law  is  to  cjeenforced  against 
every^delioqueol,  t  fear  a  gallows  would  be  erect- 
ed in  every  oouiity  througb  the  Uaioo.  Accord- 
ing to  this  .bill.  eneamprneDts  are  to  be  made  iu 
every  Sibte  aad  Territory,  tbeevile&ects  of  which 
I  am  convinced  will  be  felt,  not  ualy  by  those 
who  mav  enter  upou  this  new  tnilitary  career, 
but  also  bv  all  the  adjaceat  coujilry. 

When  ICDQiempLate  the  military  preparations 
wbieb  have  already  heeti  sanctioaed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, coDsialing  of  regular  troops,  and  the  nji- 
litia  put  ia  requisition  by  ibe  President  of  the 
United  Stale*,  while  the  country  is  in  a  slate  of 
profound  peace,  I  am  led  very  seriously  to  paiiM 
and  look  about  me.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  (aud 
from  the  strong  support  it  hds  hitherto  received 
we  have  but  loo  much  reason  to  fear  it,)  you  will 
have  placed  under  the  immediate  control  of  the 
Executive  about  One  hundred  and  sizty  thousand 
men.  .Truly,  Mr.  Speaker,  ibis  sounds  almost 
loo  high  for  a  Republican  CloTeromeDI,  and  not 
being  accustomed  lo«uch  a  display  of  military 
fbroe,  1  am  free  to-declare  my  apprebeoBions  and 
■latm.  My  fears  are  by  no  means  diminbbed 
when  I  consider  ibat  these  very  troops  mav  be 
employed  to  eoforce  the  ambargb,  than  which 
DOCniDg  could  more  thoroughly  alarm  the  minds 
of  our  citizens.  Although  the  funtral  of  this 
wonderful  magician,  iosomeparispfonr  country, 
is  said  to  have  gone  by,  yet  in  this  day  of  new 
things,  1  fear  something  may  arise  from  its  ashes 
illy  disgusting.  Should  your  non-intercourse 
be  advocated  with  as  much  zeal  as  was  the 
embargo,  it  may  be  matured  and  in  full  vigor  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  coming  week,  and  needing 
the  assistance  of  this  establishment  to  enforce  il. 
Having  no  desire  to  se^  our  civil  laws  enforced 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  I  do  in  this  publi 
manner  protest  against  this  measurg  as  unwis' 
and  not  called  for  t>y  the  urgency  of  the  occasioi 

Thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hav^  endeavored  to  lay 
before  this  honorable  House  some  of  the  i 
prominent  features  of  this  bill,  and  have  co] 
ered  it  both  in  relation  to  peace  and  war,  as  highly 
objectionable.  If  J  have  been  correctly  under- 
stood 1  shall  be  glad,  aod  will  thank  any  gentle- 
maS  to  obviate  and. remove  my  obje&tiflos,  If  they 
are  not  well  founded. 

Ever  since  the  publication  of  that  famous  tt~ 
jKvl,  made  by  our  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tioos,  the  majority  of  this  House,  and  I  may  add 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  body  politic,  seem 
tp  have  adopted  the  same  course  of  reasoning, 
and  came  to  the  same  result.  Submission,  em- 
barso,  or  war,  have  been  the  alternatives  proposed 
an«f  loose  wbo  have  dared  to  question  this  poliii- 
cal  creed,  like  berelics  of  old,  have  been  pro- 
scribed. Not  being  soundly  orthodoi  in  modern 
politics,  tdislike  the  whale.  The  first  1  abioluiely 
reject — the  second  I  wish  to  have  removed,  aod 
the  third  1  hope  to  avoid.  Like  a  medical  pre- 
sciiptioo,  however  anpleasant.  to  the  palate,  ] 


ai 


would  try  to  swallow  tlie  potion,  if  I  could  dis- 
cover any  possible  good  io  result  from  it.  When 
I  hear  gentlemen  very  gravely  declare  on  this 
floor,  that  ihey  are  nearly  prepared  to  exchange 
the  embargo  for  war,  I  am  almost  induced  to 
doubl  my  own  unders tan  ding.  What,  sir^  will 
you  first  paralyze  the  energies  of  tlie  nation,  and 
theu  call  oi)  the  people  lo  no  to  war  1  Tbis  illu- 
sion must  be  dissipated.  What  would  he  thought 
of  a  physician  who  should  tell  bis  patient,  "if 
you  should  choose  to  get  up  from  a  bed  of  sick- 
ness, you  must  submit  to  have  a  limb  amputated, 
although  not  necessary  to  your  recovery  V'  Sir, 
he  would  be  considered  a  madman;  and  though  a 
person  might  coment  to  such  an  operation,  if  it 
Wame  really  necessary,  yet  on  the  doctrine  of 
Iternaiives,  thus  presented,  he  would  reject  it 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  nation  is  sick,  dangerously 
sick,  and  the  relief  is  in  our  power.    For  several 

ears  past  we  have  been  trying  experiments,  and 

ave  left  the  path  of  sound  experience.  As  many 
wise  men  predicted,  when  this  system  was  adopt- 
'1,  we  have  got  almost  to  the  precipice  from 

hicb  one  fatal  experiment  more  may  plunge  ua 
.Jto  ruin.  As  soon  as  we  begao  to  very  from 
that  coutse  of  polii^y  which  Washington  pointed 
out,  our  political  hemisphere  was  darkened,  and  ' 
collisions  with  foreign  nation*  ensued.  Our  first 
resort  waslo  a  non-imporlatioa  law;  but  as  thi* 
did  not  worli  a  cure  of  the  evil,  the  embargo  was 
determined  on  as  the  infallible  remedy.  This  ex- 
periment also  failing,  we  are  now  comforted  with 
the  belief  that  a  non- intercourse  may  perhaps 
effect  the.  purpose,  and  if  that  should  fail,  we  are  . 
promised  the  hles^ln^  of  war,  preparatory  to 
which,  this  bill  for  raising  an  army  is  offered  for 
adoption.  Indeed  some  gentlemen  have  claimed 
a  sort  of  pledge  from  this  House  that  we  will  go 
Io  war  (about  the  lirst  of  June  next  I  believe) 
before  they  will  consent  lo  repeal  the  embargo  . 
laws.  This  pledge  is  too  greet,  and  this  reasoning 
too  profound  for  rae.  May  Qod  deliver  us  from 
such  a  restorative  system  as  tbis! 

If  there  ever  was  a  time  demanding  serious  de- 
liberation, it  is  the  present.  We  ought  to  pause 
and  examine  welt  our  groun4  before  we  proceed 
one  step  further.  From  the  ray  of  light  which 
I  discover  in  our  eastern  horizon,  1  am  indti^ed 
(o  hope  that  a  brighter  day  may  succeed.  To  ef- 
fect this,  I  hesitate  not  to  say  we  must  retrace 
our  steps  aod  materially  alter  our  political  course. 
Let  not  gentlemen  startle  at  this  idea;  it  isasub- 
iecl  fit  only  fbr  great  miods  to  contemplate,. and 
for  honest  men  to  accomplish.  Our  sysjem  of 
depletion  and  self-punishment  must  be  given  up; 
and  an  honorable,  equal,  and  dignified  policy  to- 
wards foreign  nations  must  form  the  basin  ot  our 
negotiations,  and  we  fnay  hope  for  success.  Our 
situation,  though  hazardous,  is  not  hopeless;  and 
if  the  beacons  which  have  been  erected  should 
not  be  totally  mistakea,  those  who  may  soon  lake 
the  helm  of  state  cannot  fail  to  pursue  a  difleient 

A  few  words  liiore,  and  1  have  done.  The 
Unioor  of  these  Slates  appears  to  me  ho  important 
lo  the^  peace,  prosperity,  ant}  protection  of  all  ita 
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parts,  ihttt  I  csDDOt  express  107  regret  wben  )  beat 
the  Fentimenl  avowed,  that  a  separation  tnust 
take  place.  1  ihiok  such  a  project  oueht  not  to 
ba familiarized  erea  in  idea,  ana  ereryiEing  lend- 
iag  Id  irritalion  should  be  discouraged.  De- 
grading dixiiDctiont  and  odious  epithets,  applied 
loan)'  portion  of  our  citizens,  cannot  be  justified. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Petmsylrania  (Mf. 
Shilie)  deaominated  tboH  who  opposed  the  em- 
bargo, old  lories,  British  agenta,  or  corrupted  by 
Britiah  gold,  he  surely  most  bare  forgotten  that 
■ome  of  the  flrst  men  in  the  nation,  sod  naiife 
Americans  too,  believe  thai  measure  to  be  iini 
and  eren  DnconstltDtiooBl.  Some  of  onr  Stale 
Legislatures  have  also  ventured  to  question  the 
policy  of  Ibis  law,  and  even  the  pow^r  delegated 
to  the  General  GoTernmeot  to  enact  it, 

[consider  it  no  complImeDt  to  be  told,  as 
frequently  are,  by  the  gentlemen  in  the  majoriiy, 
that  the  Federal  Republicans  are  as  honest  and  as 
[Mtriotic  as  any  other  part  of  the  community.  It 
IS  to  be  presumed  we  all  have  the  same  end  in 
view,  ibe  good  of  our  common  country ;  but  we 
bave  different  ways  of  pursuing  it.  We  are  all 
embarked  onboard  ihe  sanie  naiional  ship,  and 
must  swim  or  sink  together.  Our  united  eSbrts 
are  needed  at  this  perilaus  crisit  to  preserve  our 
national  and  Slate  prerogativeadisiiticiaDd  entire. 
By  Ibe  blessing  of  Qod  on  our  faithful  exertions, 
the  Gonititutton  and  Goveronient  may  be  pre- 
served; and  thepeople,  under  a  wise  AdmiolstfB- 
tion,  will  be  pfoiperous  and  happy.  Notwith- 
atanding  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  from  the 
peculiar  ardency  of  tbeir  spirits,  and  an  booorable 
indignation  at  the  authors  of  our  wrongs,  may 
arge  us  to  war,  I  am  opposed  to  such  a  measure 
at  the  present  litoe^nd  therefore  hope  the  motion 
which  1  have  bad  the  honor  to  make  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Lyon  followed  on  the  same  side  in  a  speech 
of  an  hour,  when  tbe  Hoase  adjourned  wiihout 
taking  a  quesiion. 


SaTdbdat,  January  38. 

The  SpEaEEH  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
vriih  a  report  and  statement  prepared  in  obedieaee 
to  the  provisions  of  ''An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  of  certain  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
Ihe  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Alatnma  Indians," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  theCommitiee 
on  th,e  Public  Lands,  toeonsider  and  report  there- 
on to  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  aoi,  entitled  'An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  Cir- 
cuit Courts  and  abridging  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Diatrict  Courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee,and  Ohio,"  was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Whartok, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
Hooae  to  whom  wa*  comiDiiied,  on  tbe  thirtyfim 


ultimo,  the  bill  supplementary  to  ibe  act,  entitled 
"Au  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  establish- 
ing Circuit  Courts,  andabrhlgiBg  the  jurisdiclioti 
oftbe  District  Conns  or  the  disiriets  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  same. 

ADOITIONAL  MtLITABy  FORCE. 

The  House  resumed'the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  providing  an  addinonal  military 
force — Mr.  Tallhadoe'b  motion  for  indefinite 
postpo  n  e  m  en  trdepen  tt  i  n  g. 

Mr.  Tavlob  said :  I  am  against  the  motioii  fdf  a 
postponement  of  ihe  eonsideralLOU  of  the  prnent 
bill  indefinitely,  because  I  believe  the  situation  of 
the  nation  to  be  now  such,  Ihat  a  further  poii- 
ponemenl  of  measures  calculated  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  would  be  tittle  short  of  an  abait- 
donment  of  the  interests  and  honor  of  Ibis  people. 
I  do  suppose,  sir,  thai  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  mi- 
jortty  of  this  House,  ihat  the  system  of  resistance 
lo  foreign  aggression  upon  the  ocean  bv  a  retire- 
ment from  it,  is  to  be  given  up.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  at  the  last  sessioiL  1  expressed  my 
belief,  that  whenever  the  Legislature  found  ihis 
system  to  fail  of  its  intended  effects,  tbey  would, 
in  a  reasonable  time,  abandon  ii.  1  then  believea 
that  it  was  the  best  calculated  of  any  measure 
which  could  be  adopted  10  strike  home  to  ihai 
nation  which  has  done  us  ihe  mo,st  harm;  and 
ahhongh  I  still  believe  it  10  be  Ihe  best  system  we 
could  rely  upon,  yet,  as  it  has  met  with  re«isunc« 
in  its  ex  ecu  I  ion  from  a  portion  of  onr  own  peo- 
ple, rather  than  enforce  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
net and  ihe  expense  of  the  blood  of  our  own  citi- 

ns,In      '•'^     -•••'      -    -----     ■-    --•- 


derstood  as  ' 

D^en  rebel!  i 


laws,  I  would  not  be  on- 
trnply  that  there  has  been 
a  that  Constitutional  re* 
sistanee  which  has  been  manifested  to  the  East- 
ward; that  judicial  resistance  which  baa  induced 
many  to  believe  that  the  system  would  'be  belter 
abandoned  than  to  run  the  riskof  producing  more 
serious  evils.  I  believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these 
appeals  from  the  laws  have  not  been  fonnd  10 
be  general  throughout  the  United  Stales,  yet 
they  will  have  all  the  effect  upon  foreign  naiioai 
as  if  sticb  appeals  had  been  universal.  I  allude 
to  the  IraosHCtions  in  the  lowQ  of  Boston — 10  ibe 
resignation  of  ihe  collector  of  that  pori — and  I 
may  add,  that  of  the  cdlleeiorof  the  port  of  Provi- 
dence, with  the  occurrences  which  bave  taken 
place  id  Ihe  harbor  of  New  York.  To  ail  ihtM 
I  may  add  the  circumstance  of  the  British  armed 
vessels  which  have  appeared  on  onr  Sooibem 
coast,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  a  trade  in  eoitoa. 
In  this  state  of  things,  I  do  believe  that  the  time 
when  it  would  be  proper  to  remove  the  embarga 
has  arrived;  in  fact,  1  consider  it, ac  to  its  efieeis, 
as  removed  already. 

Thus,  sir,  the  eonsideratioo  of  the  altenntivcs 
proposed  to  the  nation  at  the  com m en ec meat  of 
ion  again  recurs,  to  wit,  embargo,  submia- 
war.  The  solemn  vote  which  hka  beea 
taken  upon  this  snbjeci,  at  an  earlj'  period,  to  say 
nothing  else,  pats  su bin i*sioi;.enti rely  out  of  the 
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H.  OP  R. 


HtTiag  got  thus  far,  I  will  eodeiror  to  bd: 
«  lemRrk  made  aome  time  lince  by  a  geolle 
ft-om  Vir^iiiia  in  rplalFon  to  this  rubjpcc;  and  I 
■m  ^lad  tbe  gentleman  Mi  iba  difficult  queBiion 
of  Inbule  10  be  digesied  by  those  in  opposiiiott  to 
ihe  AdminisiraiioD.  I  haie  heard,  sir,  the  very 
Unpiageor  Mr.  Canuiiig  inirodacFd  upon  this 
floor,  to  prore  that  Great  Britain  bad  a  ri^ht  to 
retaliate  upon  Praocs  by  resonJag  to  the  measure, 
which  I  irnat  wilt  always  be  considered  as  obnox- 
ious 10  ihe  rigibts  aod  independence  of  this  coud- 
uy.  Bat  a  minate's  exarhinttioD  of  the  most 
common  mind  in  tbe  United  Stales  will  expose 
the  falli&y  of  the  doctrine.  An  argument  used 
by  tbe  geoilenten  from  Caiineciicur  (Mr.  Till- 
Vadoe)  wat,  that  the  tax  levied  by  Oreat  Britain 
eoold  not  be  held  ii  being  a  tribute,  for  we  were 
not  obliged  IP  pajr  it  if  we  did  not  choose ;  thai  it 
waiamere  m«Uer  of  calculation  as  to  iaferest, 
■nd  nothing  more.  It  is  strange,  indeed,  [hat 
ibinj  years  of  reaidefice  in  a  land  of  liberty,  and 
of  devotioit  to  its  service,  should  have  put  such 
ao  argument  into  that  genrleman's  mouih.  This, 
air,  was  the  very  principle  agaiast  which,  in  the 
difficnlt  limes  of  our  Revolution,  that  gentleman 
•o  ablf  fought.  If  I  were  disposed  to  follow  the 
gentlemaa  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ltok,)  and  to 
erect  on  my  desk  files  of  newspapers,  I  could,  by 
a  recurrence  to  those  of  that  day,  prove  that  this 
W»t  the  Terr  language  made  use  of  by  Lord 
North  in  the  British  Parliament.  Id  speaiiiDg  of 
tbe  tax  upon  tea,  this  was  his  very  position,  that 
the  Americans  were  not  obliged  to  pay  it,  unless 
the;  ehoie  u>  do  to.  But,  sir,  are  we  noHr  to 
drink  this  bitter  cup?  I  trust  not.  This  ques- 
tion has  >ll  the  original  force  which  it  had  under 
the  Administration  of  Lord  North.  An  Ameri- 
can  rcssel,  trading  up  the  Mediierraneao,  is  ar- 
rested by  a  British  cruiser  at  the  pillars  of  Her- 
cules, and  carried  back  to  Oreat  Britain  to  pay 
the  tax  levied  by  the  Orders  la  Couocil;  and  is 
this  a  free  choice  left  to  a*7    Are  we  at  liberty  to 

Kf,  or  omit  to  do  ilT  No,  sir.  The  ocean  has 
en  assimilated  by  some  gentlemen  to  a  corn- 
field^ in  which  the  American  merchant  reaps  a 
(lorions  hBTTasi.  Well,  sir,  suppose  one  in  pri- 
Tate  life  was  lo  shut  up  the  gate  which  led  to  his 
npfghbor'n  cornfield,  and  (elf  him  that,  unless  he 
would  pay  a  certain  toll,  he  should  not  pass. 
Would  any  man  in  this  country  so bm it  to  it? 
Uoitassnredlynot.  And  will  tbe  New  Eofrland- 
era,  to  whom  the  ocean  is  ■'  an  inheritance,"  con- 
•eai  to  have  i(  wrested  from  ibem  by  the  imposi- 
tions of  Great  Briiaia,  and  agree  to  pay  ihem  for 
■  lioense  to  make  use  of  their  own  undiipaled 
jighta?    I  do  not  think  they  will. 

The  fact  is,  the  Orders  of  Council  cannot  be 
defended.  They  have,  in  thia  point  of  view,  been 
bai  slighily  touched  upon,  ana  tbe  truth  is,  that 
they  cannot  be_  other wi:te  than  slightly  touched 
upoD.  It  is  a  subject  which,  at  once,  goes  to  the 
heart  and  the  feelings  of  every  American,  and  it 
w^onld  be  in  vain  that  any  onffwoald  attempt  to 


pennade  the  people  of  ibis  country  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  can,  in  a  single  point  of  view,  be 
jastified  with  regard  to  us. 

Oreat  corapUint  has  been  made  that  abnse  baa 
been  ponred  out  by  the  friends  of  the  Adminis- 
tration against  the  coniluct  of  Oreat  Britain, 
while  they  say  notbing  about  rhe  unfriendly  and 
nojgatifiable  treaiQient  we  have  received  ftvm 
France.  In  relation  to  this  I  would  premise, that 
as  to  iDienlion,  I  believe  these  Powers  to  be  alike ; 
ihey  are  eqaslly  willing  to  injure  us,  as  their  in- 
terest^ or  caprice  may  demand.  But  OresI  Brit- 
ain has  had  a  greater  opponaoiiy  to  make  tM 
feel  her  enmity  than  the  other,  by  having  the 
command  of  the  t»cean.  From  Ibis  circumstance 
arises  the  reason  of  the  animadversions  agninsi 
the  conduct  of  England  ;  and  France,  not  having 
ships,  has  not  been  ina  situation  to  motestour 
commerce,  or  to  intercept  our  trade.  This  FmC 
will  not  be  denied.  A  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  R.  JACKeoN,)  when  asked  by  ray  col- 
leagoe,  (Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAua.)  in  debate,  whe- 


be  done.  The  risk  is  eqnnl  to  the  whole  value  of 
the  cargo,  and  tbe  books  of  ihe  geatiemaa's  house 
would  show  it.  That  gentleman  has  declared 
that  there  was,  on  the  eootrary,  but  little  risk  in 
going  to  Oreat  Britain,  for  there  could  be  no  fear 
of  ioierruptions  from  Prance,  her  naval  force 
being  annihilated.  It  his  been  nroved.  that  the 
ri^k  to  France,  or  to  any  part  or  the  Continent 
amounts  to  at  least  ninety  per  cent.  By  state- 
ments of  rales  of  insurances  in  England  and  else- 
where,  tbe  political  risk  to  the  Continent  will 
■moont  to  the  sirm  I  have  stated.  Thus  the  rea- 
son of  the  complaints  against  England  is  mani- 
fest. She  has  bad  the  greater  opportunily,  and 
has  therefore  done  us  the  roost  injury,  though  I 
wonid  be  clearly  ondentoad  as  thinking  both  the 
aggressing  nations  upon  an  equality  as  to  inleA- 

Upon  tbe  talk  of  war,  it  has  beeD  asked  bow 
can  we  fight  both  aatiooi.  8ir,  I  can  understanil 
this  subject  perfectly  well.  I  perceive  rery  clearly 
before  me  two  of  the  pillars  which  support  tbe 
splendid  dome  under  which  we  are  assembled; 
Unit  it  would  be  very  plain,  that  if  I  set  my  back 
against  one  of  the  two,  I  could  only  behold  the 
other.  This  is  the  caM  with  gentlemen  when 
they  lean  their  backs  against  llie  pillar,  Oreat 
Britain.  It  is  evident  that,  in  speaking  of  war, 
ihey  cannot  see  England  and  France  together; 
they  can  alone  discern  France.  In  addition  to  tbe 
objection  of  not  being  able  to  Bghl  both  nations, 
another  has  been  brought  forward  to  the  raising 
of  (he  Army,  to  wit:  that  it  must  be  intended  to 
enforce  the  embargo  laws.  For  my  part,  sir,  I 
will  unequivocally  declare,  that  I  would  never 
consent  to  tbe  employment  of  a  single  regular 
soldier  for  the  enforcement  of  Bny  law,  nor  for 
Ibnl  of  the  embargo.  Now,  if  there  be  not  virtue 
enougli  in  the  country  to  see  the  laws  respected, 
if  -the  militia  of  the  difierent  Stalea  are  inade- 
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I  haTC  ttccumulitn]  upoo  da. 
look  Tike  ■  diapoaittoD  lo  do  Di  justice  ?    We  hare 


qaate  to  ihis  purpose,  I  woald  not  emplov  a  sin- 
gle regular  to  do  i(.  I  do  Dot  believe  that  tbe 
troops  coDleraplaied  to  be  raised  by  ihis  bill  are 
iDleaded  for  ih?  purpose  of  enforcing  tbe  rnibar' 
go;  nor  would  I  vole  for  its  passice  if  i  could 
persuade  nifseU  ibat  this  was  to  Be  its  oMect. 
But  it  has  b«en  said,  tbat  Ifyon  pat  jrourseli  ia  a 
aituation  to  commence  hostiiitiei,  you  wilt  go  lo 
war.  1  will  also  uuequiToeatly  declare,  that  this 
it  m;  objecL  What  hare  we  done,  sir?  We 
bare  sent  missions  to  £irrope ;  we  have  ined  for 
reparatioD ;    and,   instead  of 

'P  '"' 
fik 
been  diiTen  inio  ourpreseot  sfinatiou  by  foreign 
outrage;  and,  after  they  bare  ihu*  receired  from 
U)  notice  of  our  imeDtion.  should  they  not  retract, 
I  am  willing  to  strike  a  blow,  tod  «  blow,  at  the 
same  lime,  which  I  believe  will  be  fell. 

GeotUmeD  hate  asked  if  we  can  obiaio  redress 
by  going  to  war  and  lakieff  Canada?  Yes,  sir, 
we  CAD  do  it  by  taking  Canada.  It  was  a  declar- 
ation of  a  great  Eni;Tish  statetmaa,  "  that  Great 
Britain  conquered  France  in  America;"  and  was 
Dol  Bngland  OQce  conquered  in  America?  She 
was,  and  may  again  be  here  conquered.  We  are 
not  able  lo  contend  with  her  npon  her  own  ele- 
ment; but  upon  that  where  we  can  attack  her 
with  advantage,  the  land,  we  mutt  hope  for  suc- 
ces(.  1  would  not  take  the  enraged  bull  by  the 
barns,  but  in  that  part  whereby  J  would  stand  the 
best  chance  of  worrying  bim  lo  death. 

A  great  deal  of  recrimination  has  been  used 
upon  this  floor  lo  prove  that  the  Southern  States 
■re inimical  locommerce.  Tliisisiosay  that  they 
have  neither  sense  or  pplicy,  nor  can  understand 
(heir  own  iniere*!).  The  subject  has  been  so 
ofleD  brought  up,  sod  to  frequently  answered, 
tbat  I  am  almost  aihamed  now  to  mention  i(.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  tbe  Southern  States 
would  wilfully  seek  their  own  destruction;  that 
they  would  commit  a  felo  tU  m  npon  their  own 
wealth.  No,  sir!  the  Southern  State*  rather 
deserve  the  thanks  than  recriminations  at  the 
liaadi  of  those  who  accuse  lu.  What  has  been 
the  situation  of  these  States?  They  could  hare 
bad  (heir  produce  carried  bj[  foreisn  vessels;  they 


had  in  this 


eoQld 


wish,  and  if  they  had  followed  a  selfish  policy, 
instead  of  making  a  common  cause  with  the 
commercial  Slates,  they  would,  in  this  stale  of 
tbiogs,  hare  left  them  to  contend  alone,  and  bare 
taken  the  British  carrier.  What  was  the  reason 
we  did  not?  Because  we  felt  that  we  were  a 
nation,  united  by  the  indiosoluble  bonds  of  friend- 
ship and  commoQ  interests.  We  thought  that 
we  were  made  for  each  other,  associated  for  raa- 
(ual  proteelioD,  aod  ^s  much  bound  toi^ether  as 
were  our  first  parents,  Adam  and  Ere.  We  did  not 
think  upon  the  little  embarrassments  which  might 
result' to  us  when  we  knew  that  we  had  biolbers 
who  were  feeling  the  lash  of  the  cal-o'-nine- tails, 
at  the  gangways  of  British  men  of  war.  We  had 
no  property  afloat  that  would  induce  us  to  come 
forward  with  a  ooa-iraportation  law  which  was 
to  aSect  ut  more  than  it  could  our  Ba* leiu  breth- 


ren.  No,  sir,  it  was  for  their  intrrest  ihit  we 
consented  to  tbe  law.  We  afterwards  adopted 
the  embargo  system,  and  this  affects  the  plaaliDg 
and  farming  interest  as  much,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  as  it  does  ihe  cammercial.  And  lor  whom  vai 
all  this  done?  For  those  who  are  now  the  (ote- 
most  to  accuse  us  of  hostility,  to  their  welfare. 
It  was  not  for  our  own  immediate  inlereat,  and  if 
we  bad  not  now  national  feelings  which  get  the 
heller  of  the  disgusts  such  accusations  are  calcn- 
laled  lu  excite,  we  would  go  back  lo  the  situation 
which  we  hare  left,  and  allow  the  British  Tcisels 
upon  our  coast  thai  monopoly  of  trade  they  so 
much  desire.  Bat  we  will  go  yel  further  than 
we  har«  done,  and  BooDer  than  yield  Dp  con- 
merce,  we  will  give  another  pledge  for  its  main- 
tenance and  defence.  We  are  ready  lo  risk  tbe 
property  and  blood  of  our  citizelis  in  behalf  of 
ihe  rights  of  our  commercial  brethren.  To  show 
earnest,  1  will,  »s  one,  not  only  risk 


bill.  It  is  time  tbat  this  nation  should  I 
itself  for  redress,  and  not  to  the  justice  of  Earo- 
pean  nations.  We  must  now  depend  upon  ou- 
selres  alone,  and  we  should  be  prepared  manfally 
lo  meet  the  eveni. 

I  wilt  say,  however,  that  the  war,  if  we  should 
have  one,  must  be  at  the  door,  and  be  npon  ibe 
responsibility  of  those  people  who  have  denied  u> 


fair  trial  of  the  embargo,  at  their  door  be  the 
respoBsibiliiy  of  any  other  resort.  The  unbiassed 
judgment  of  future  times  wilt  decide  upon  the 
motives  which  have  actuated  us,  and  instead  of 
looking  apoD  this  as  an  attempt  to  destroy  coio- 
merce,  posterity  wilt  regard  it  as  a  noble  effort  of 
f)atriottsm  for  lis  maintenance,  and  as  one  which, 
if  persisted  in,  would  have  secured  our  right  more 
eSectually  than  could  have  been  done  by  thft 
most  brilliant  military  achievement.  But  it  wac 
not  allowed  to  us  lo  prove  tbe  experimeai,  which, 
in  all  human  probabuily,  would  have  put  into  oni 
bauds  tbe  weapon  whereby  we  wonU  be  enabled 
always  successfully  to  combat  the  Eurnpeaa  Pow- 
ers; and  having  done  this,  1  hope  we  will  meet  a 
firm  support  in  the  only  system  which  is  yel  left 
for  us  to  pursue. 

Sir,  we  must  recall  the  energies  of  the  nation. 
Gentlemen  forget  tbat  this  is  precisely  the  point 
which  was  in  dispute  at  the  commencement  «f 
the  Revolution.  We  are  told  that  we  will  have 
to  borrow  money,  and  that  we  will  plunge  the 
nation  into  debt.  Do  we  no^  sir,  almtist  adore 
tbe  name  of  Wabbinotoh  ana  his  glorious  com* 
patriotal  They  left  us  a  oaiional  debt,  and  yet 
we  thank  ihem  ;  we  feel  towards  them  unbounded. 

Sraiitude,  and  can  we  suppose  tbat  posterity  will 
e  less  virtuous  than  we  tiare  been?  I  do  not 
believe  tbat  they  will.  They  would  also  thank 
us,  and  feel  for  us  an  equil  gratitude. 

1  cannot  believe  that  these  men  are  in  «I1  re- 
spects regular  troops,  but  I  think  that  there  atn 


I  th«  bill  which  our  babiu  iDclioe  tu 
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■Iwafs  to  look  npoD  nrilh  jeklonsjr-  Bat  these 
men  are  only  to  be  called  from  Ibeir  usual  oecu- 
pal  ions  for' K  iboit  lime  Id  each  year,  and  their 
partialities  as  well  m  friendships,  with  the  great 
man  of  the  eitJz«Ds,  would  reader  them  less  u>  be 
feared  tbao  a  body  of  alandiog  troops.  It  has^ 
been  tltouebi  necessary  to  hare  a  body  of  this 
kind,  whicD,  though  doI  composed. of  regulars, 
might  «erve  all  the  purposes  jor  which  such  eti 
army  oould  be  wanted.  It  is  true  the  Conetiiu- 
tioD  allows  us  to  call  upon  the  militia  fur  the  nnb- 
lic  defence,  but  it  prohibits  the  marduogof  them 
0D(  •!  the  limits  of  the  United  Siateii.  The  men 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  can  answer 
«rery  Duiposeofa  re^ulat.army;  and  I  will  state, 
in  alluoing  to  this  aabject,  that  1  am  looking  apau 
the  taking  of  Canada^  in  the  STent  of  a  war.  I 
confess  that  I  regard  the  possessioQs  of  the  Brit- 
ish io  North  America,  aaof  mtich  more  coase- 
quence  than  seems  to  he  lupppsed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tallhadob.)  Id 
onepoint  of  view,  the  possession  of  Canada- would 
preclude  all  that  facility  of  qmuggliog  which  has 
been  laid  hold  of  since  the  laying  of  the  embargo. 
The  shortening  of  the  line  would,  for  the  future, 
in  a  great  measure  prerent  this.  But  when  we 
consider  that,  by  means'  of  the  fooiiag  in  Canada, 
Oreat  Britain  has  it  in  her  pdwet  always  to  inter- 
fere whh  onr  iDdiao  neighbors,  and  to  invite  them 
to  turn  their  arms  against  us,  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  prevent  her  from  haTio^  an  influ- 
ence fo  dangerous  tO  our  peace  and  safety.  An 
objection  to  the  possession  of  Canada  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  been,  that  it  will  lead  to  an  incor- 
poration of  the  inhabitants  of  that  province  with 
onr  own  citizens.  Sir,  I  can  .see  no  good  objec- 
tion to  snch  an  incorporaiioo,  and  I  would  fear 
BO  bad  effects  from  it. 

I  believe  that  the  United  States  mnst  have  the 
const  of  Halifax  if  they  mean  to  feel  as  an  inde- 
pendent and  novereign  nation.  We  must  have 
that  point  if  we  ever  mean  to  have  a  Mcnrity  for 
oar  Wen  India  trade;  and  it  is  as  necessary  to  us 
as  Gibraltar  is  to  the  British.  All  our  vessels, 
^vben  they  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  pass  di' 
rectly  by  the  month  of  Halifai,  and  are  at  th« 
mercy  of  the  British  eruisPra.  If  we  are  to  be: 
come  anaval  nation,  we  wilt  want  that  position, 
■nd  we  should  have  it.  It  is  a  point  from  whicti 
Kre  could  at  any  time  sweep  the  whole  commerce 
of  Europe  in  these  seaii.  But  you  are  told  that 
Clreal  Britain  will  have  a  pledge  for  the  restora- 
tion of  this  territory.  Well,  sir,  and  does  it  nol 
behoove  us  to  have  a  pledge  also?  It  certainly 
does.  1  do  not,  however,  so  readily  believe  that 
she  cootd  have  a  pledge.  New  Orleans  has  been 
brinied  at  as  being  the  most  likely  place  at  which 
xbe  would  aim;  but  the  dispositions  which  will 
be  made  there,  and  jhe  increase  of  force  thai  will 
DO  donbi  be  assigued  to  it,  must  reader  that  port 
i  mpvegna  bl  e . 

'rbe  gentleman  from  Conneclicnt  says,  that  we 
^rill  have  always  to  keep  on  foot  immense  armiei 
■o  retain  Canada  after  we  should  have  taken  it. 
"W^bat,  sir,  it  the  reason  thai  we  have  not  had  t^ 
matnuin  an  *ttaj  to  prescrre  New  York,  or  any 


other  place  which  ^e  hare  wrested  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  British?  I  do  believe  that  if  we 
had  Canada,  the  virtue  of  the  citizens,  as  has 
haen  heretofore  the  case,  wonid  secure  to  us  its 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  observing,  that  the  Soutb- 
»rn  people  had  a  common  interest  with  the  East- 
trn.  If  the  oouDtrjr  should  fall  through  foreign 
nfiuence.  we  are  willing  to  ao  all  lengths  with 
them.  Should  the  country  triumph,  we  will  re- 
joice with  them.  In  prosperity  we  will  pariici- 
ate  tb«  blesaings  of  union  and  peace,  and  if  we 
1,  we  shall  share  an  equal  fate.  I,  therefore, 
hope  that  this  bill  will  not  he  postponed,  bat  that 
it  wilt  be  adopted  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PiTEiM.— ^The  subject  now  before  us,  Mr, 
Speaker,  is  of  more  importance  to  this  nation 
than  any  that  has  presented  itself  since  I  have  hail 
the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor ;  and  I  can  »- 
sure  you,  I  never  rose  10  addren  the  House  when 
I  fdt  as  much  embarrassed  as  1  do  at  the  present 
moment, an  etnbarrassment  arising  nol  only  from 
the  magnitude  of  the  subjects  which  are  brought 

o  diicussion,  hot  from  a  consciousness  of  my 

ihility  to  do  them  justice,  Btlievingj  however, 
as  I  do,  that  the  course  of  measores  which  is  now 


contemplated  by 
the  Sill  now  under  consideration,  Ik  a  prominent 
feature,)  will  lead  this  naiioii  to  ioeTitable  ruinj 
believing  thai  notonly  the  present,  but  the  foturn 
ha^ pioess  of.  ibis  country  does,  in  a  great  degree, 
depend  on  the  fate  of  this  bill,  Icaanot  resist  the 


ioority,  which  has  been  sou/ten  proscribed,  and 
whose  views  nod  whose  motives  have  been  so 
often  questioned,  and  made  the  subject  of  obloqny 
and  reproach,  I  can  scarcely  eipeet  that  anything 
I  can  offer  will  even  attract  the  attention  of  A 
ijority  of  the  members  of  this  House,  much 
a  influence  their  decision.  1  will,  however, 
beg  iheir  indulgence,  while  I  call  their  attention 
theobjeets  for  which  this  army  ia  in  be  raised. 
The  Committee  of'Foreign  Relations  have  told 
I  that  we  must  have  either  embargo  or  war ;  in 
railing  this  military  force,  therefore,  it  is  believed 
sentlemen  can  hare  but  one  of  those  two  objects 
in  view,  either  toenfoice  the  embargo  laws  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  or  to  cirry  un  a  defensive 
or  offensive  war.  I. can  never,  sir,  give  my  ooit- 
senfto  the  measure  for  4he  first  of  these  objecM. 
r  have  never  believed  that  the  embargo,  as  a 
measure  of  coercion  on  foreign  nations,  if  ever 
SO  strictly  enforced,  would  produce  the  effects 
which  have  been  contemplated.  Did  I  believe 
oihertrise,  did  I  coucur  in  opinion  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sauih  Carolina,  (Mr.  TaVLon.)  that 
the  embargo  was  a  war,  more  warlike  than  war 
itself,  as  he  has  expressed  himself;  did  I  believe 
that,  by  withdrawing  ourselves  from  the  ocean  foi 
a  short  time,  we  could  ever  traverse  it  in  every  di- 
rection, without  tear  of  ioterrupiion  from  the 
insults  and  aggressions  of  the  belligerents;  could 
I  believe  that  it  was  the  political  phitosopher'a 
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•lone,  which,  bp  its  gMlle  touch,  wonld  tora  all 
anr  DHliaMl  wrongs  into  national  rishli,  I  would 
hail  it  with  Joy  as  (h«  barbioger  of  a  fierpelual 

Gace,  Bod  would  even  be  wiujug  that  ii  chould 
eaiorced  by  military  power. 

But,  sir,  not  beiug  laiisfied  that  these  objects 
cao  be  attained  by  the  embargo,  1  csonot  conse 
that  it  shall  be  enforced  in  a  maDoer  which  ci 
only  bring  distress  and  ruin  upon  ourselves. 

The  adrocaies  of  this  novel  mode  of  warfoi 
under  the  naiRe  of  eoercioo,  have  vwd  tbat  it 
will  serioualy  affect  Great  Britaia  in  three  ways, 
■od  thtraby  compel  her  to  do  oa  justice-  First, 
by  depriving  her  of  the  neeesiaues  of  life,  iDchas 
provisions,  for  whieh  she  ia  dependent  upon  us. 
Second,  by  depriving  her  of  many  raw  materials, 
necessary  for  tier  maDufaetures.  and  particularly 
coUoB,  and  also  of  naval  stores  and  lumber,  all  of 
which,  it  is  said,  she  can  now  obtain  from  no 
otter  couotry  bat  ibis.  Third,  that  as  her  man- 
nfaciures  are  now  excluded  from  ibe  continentof 
Europe,  by  excIadiDC  them  from  the  Uoiicd 
Slates  also,  her  rnanulactorie*,  on  which  her  na- 
tional existence -dependv,  must  fall. 

Will  gentlemen  pardon  me  if  I  esamfne  this 
aubject  a  little  in  detail  ?  In  doing  thin,  I  hope 
ibat  no  one  will  consider  thai  it  is  my  intentioa, 
much  less  my  wish  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the 


ny  wish 
ai  this 


in  try.     No 


mu      .It,    UUI    BUUl- 

Sterce  is  highly  valuable  not  only  lo  ourselves, 
but  tc  foreign  nations,  and  particularly  Great  Bri- 
tain; my  only  obieci  i:i,  to  show,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  that  we  hare  overrated  it  asft 
measure  of  coercion.  It  is  said  that  the  British 
West  Indies  are  absolutely  dependeol  upon  us 
for  provisions  and  for  lumber,  (fcc.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  that  Ibe  United  States,  from  their  local 
■ituatioD,from  the  nature  of  their  productions, 
■Dd  from  the  superior  industry  aad  enterprise  of 
their  cilizeni,  are  able  lo  afford  supplies  to  the 
Vest  India  islands  at  a  cheaper  raie  than  any 
other  country.  But,  does  it  follow  that  tbey  can- 
not obtain  them  from  any  other  quarter  1  Corn, 
ud  other  articles  ,of  provision,  ean  be  raised  in 
Ibe  islands  ihenDelves;  and  large  supplies  of 
lumber  can  be  obtained  from  the  British  provin- 
ces of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  DurioKthelaU 
Bummer  they  were  in  part  supplied  from  the 
Spanish  Maio  with  live  stock,  which  they  had 
heretofore  received  principally  from  New  Eng- 
land, and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  they  ob- 
tained them  from  us.  With. respect  to  lumber,  t 
have  been  informed,  and  I  believe  the  ioformattoo 
lo  be  correct,  that  dtiriag  the  last  Summer  a  sin- 
gle contract  was  entered  into  in  Canada  to  supply 
rtimher,  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  sterling; 
and  I  do  know  that  many  of  our  citizens  have 
gone  into  that  province  fur  the  express  purpose 
of  obtaining  that  article. 

In  order  to  ihow  the  importance  of  the  West 
Indies  to  the  mother  country,  it  has  been  stated 
that  a  targe  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  Qreat 
Britain  arises  from  duiivs  on  articles  of  We&l 
India  produce,  and  particularly  on  augar  and 
coffee ;  and,  as  1  have  understood  from  a  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  David  R.  Wti.- 


s,)  lo  the 


t  of  aboai  one-third  of  hei 


[Here  Mt.  WttLiAva  explained,  and  stated  that 
he  only  said  it  amounted  lo  one-third  of  ih« 

Mr.  P.  continued.— I  will  not  undertake  la 
state  the  amonnl  of  the  revenue  ariiiing  from  At 
customs,  as  they  are  called ;  they  may  amount  to 
6neen  or  twenty  millions.  But,  sir,  the  dniies 
ariain^'from  imposts  from  the  Weal  Indies,  con< 
stiiute  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  revenue  of 
the  British  empire.  . 

The  duty  on  sugar  constitutes  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  revenue  from  West  India  articles,  in  tbe 
year  1805,  viz :    -        -        -        -        £2,77^498 
From  this  is  to  be  deducted  for  draw- 
backs       -        •        -        -^36,521 
For  bounties  on  the  exptuta- 
tion  of  refined  sugars        -  807,U5 


Leaving  ooly  -  •  -  1,042,930 
as  net  rerenue;  so  that  the  whole  amomt  of  du- 
ties during  that  year,  from  tbe  West  lodiei,  could 
not  be  mQcb  more  than  one-twentieth  pad  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  Great  Britain;  as  the  whole  of 
her  roveniH,  for  three  or  four  yean  past,  has  not 
been.le»s  than  about  thirty-five  or  forty  million* 
sterling  per  annum. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  that  e  much  larger  proportion 
of  oar  revenue  in  derived  from  duties  on  articles 
imported  from  the  British  West  Indies,  than  that 
of  Qreat  Britain ;  for,  on  an  avenge  of  the  years 
1803, 1803,  and  1B04,  the  duties  on  rum  and  su^ 
from  that  island  amounted  to  (1,456,000,  being 
about  oae-eightb  of  the  whole  of  oar  revenue 
during  these  years. 

But,  it  is  said.  Gre^t  Britain  herself  will  and 
does,  in  part,  now  very  seosiblv  feel  the  want  of 
our  provisions,  and  particularly  breadslufl* ;  the 
prices  current  of  Liverpool  have  been  quoted  to 
prove  the  soarciiy  of  wheat  in  that  coantry. 
Are  gentlemen  now  to  be  informed  that  Qreal 
Britain  does  not  now  depend  on  us  for  her  bread- 
stuSs,  and  that  very  little  is  exported  ibere  even 
in  times  of  very  great  scarcity^  Indeed,  sir,  ibc 
whole  of  our  exports  of  wheat  and  flour  wonld, 
comparatively, add  very  liule  to  her  Mock  For, 
it  will  be  iound  that,  au  an  ave*- 


whole,  calculating  five  busheU  to  a  barrel  of  floor. 
The  most  able  caTculations  I  have  seeo,  and  pai- 
ticularly  ihoie  made  by  Mr.  Chalmers,  make  the 
total  consumption  in  England  and  Wales  as 
follows ; 

Bread  corn,  9,339,000  quarters,  or  74,440,0(» 
bushels.  Corn  made  into  liquors, 4,665,000  quai* 
ters,  or  37.320,000  bushels.  So  that  the  whole  of 
our  supply  would  add  but  about  one-tweatietk 
part  to  ihe  whole  of  ibeir  consumption.  The  ides 
uf  aiarviog,  or  even,  in  any  great  degree,  distreaa. 

1  oaiion  that  commands  Ibe  ocean,  by  irilh. 

ing  our  supplies  of  proTisioas,  has  aJwsjr 
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ippured  to  me  chimericdl,  and,  from  the  experi- 
rnenl  whicli  bai  now  been  made,  must  be  bdsd- 
doned.  It  is  asked,  however,  where  Great  Brilaia 
will  obtain  a  supply  of  Darsl  stores,  so  absolutely 
Deeeuarf  for  ibe  maialeDROce  and  support  of  her 

It  cao  only  be  Decessary,  atr,  lo  look  into  the 
exports  to  Sweden,  to  find  where  she  can  obtain 
■DabaDdanl  Buppij'  of  tar  aod  curpealine.  Du- 
ring the  yetir  1804,  100,200  barrels  of  ship  articles 
were  exported  from  the  port  of  Stockholm  alone, 
a  quantity,  it  is  believed,  larger  thaa  was  ever 
eiporied  from  the  United  Stat^i  in  one  year. 
But  a  small  part  of  this  went  to  the  ports  of 
Qreal  BriCaiu;  she  will  now,  however,  be  ablelo 
obtain  the  whole  quantity  which  may  be  exported 
from  that  kingdom. 

But,  it  ia  said,  she  can  obtain  her  supply  of 
cotton  from  no  other  quarter  than  the  United 
States;  aod  that,  of  course,  most  of  her  cotton 
manDfactorie*  mi^bt  slop,  and  thousands  of  her 
manufactnrers  be  reduced  to  beggary.  Let  me 
ask  gentlemen  where  she  obtained  this  article  be- 
fore II  was  cultivated  id  the  United  States  7  In 
the  year  1799,  the  imported  cotton  to  tbe  amount 
at  leuit  of  40,000,000  lbs.  In  the  year  1800  there 
was  imported  into  England  and  Scotland  54,000,' 
000  lbs.  of  the  same  article.  During;  the  former 
of  thesa  years,  the  Uoiied  States  exported  but 
9,333,383,  and,  in  the>  Uat,  bat  17.789,803,  to  all 
partsof  the  world.  In  1805,  248,799  bales  of  cot- 
ton  were  imported,  about  one-half  of  which  came 
from  the  United  States.  In  consetjuence  of  the 
increased  cultivation  of  this  article  m  the  Soutb- 
«m  States,  for  six  or  eight  years  past,  we  have 
supplied  Great  Britain  withabout  one-balfof  tbe 
cotton  which  she  has  consumed  in  her  mannfac- 
loriea,  aod  her  supply  from  other  quarters  has 
diminished.  The  quantity  which  is  now  annually 
coit>Qmed,in  her  manufactories,  may  becslimateij 
at  about  60,000,000  lbs.  There  is  no  doubt,  that, 
by  cutting  off  one-half  of  her  supply  at  once,  a 
temporary  scarcity  may  prevail;  il  would  be, 
however,  but  temporary.  She  will  soon  be  able 
to  make  up  the  deGcienc^  from  other  quaners. 
That  1  am  not  incorrect  in  this  particular,  will 
gentlemen  suffer  me  to  turn  their  attention  to  a 
atmiement  made  on  this  subject  by  an  eminent 
merchant  in  London,  Mr.  Alexander  Baring, 
irhose  name  has  been  otten  mentioned  in  this 
Hou^e,  and  whose  opinioas  and  statements  are 
jastly  entitled  to  mocQ  weight  and  credit. 

lit  his  pamphlet  oit  tbe  subject  of  tbe  Orders 
in  Council,  be  states  the  quantity  of  cotton  im- 
ported into  the  ports  of  London,  Liverpool,  and 
Olasgow,from  aifferent  parts  of  the  world,  in  ihe 

^ar  180T,  to  be  282,067  bags ;  end  of  this  171,- 
7  were  from  tbe  United  States,  and  only  18,981 
frooa  Ihe  Brazils.  He  also  stales,  that  the  usual 
qosntity  annually  imported  from  the  Brazils  and 
into  Portugal,  is  140,000  bags  of  110  lbs.  each. 
Xbe  whole  of  tbe  cotton  from  the  Brazils  will 
now  go  to  England.  If,  then,  we  add  this  quan- 
tity to  that  imported  in  the  year  1807,  from  all 
other  parts  of  the  world,  except  tbe  United  States, 
the  amount  will  stand  thus; 

lOth  Com.  »i  Smu. — 39 


Lbs. 
From  ibe  British  West  Indies    -       -    8,690,700 
Colonies  conquered  from  Ihe  Dutch  -  13,095,300 

Bast  Indies 3,422,700 

All  other  parts  (except  (he  United 

Stales,  Portueal,  and  Brazils)         •    3,517,000 
From  the  Brazils,  140,000  bales  of  110 

lbs. 15,400,000 


Making        -       -        -  53,126,700 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  is  but  the  usual 
and  ordinary  quantity  tbal  is  raised  and  imported 
from  these  countries,  and  that  it  can,  in  a  single 
season,  be  increased  so  as  to  make  up  the  deficien- 
cy from  Ihe  United  Stales.  Indeed,  sir,  Mr.  Ba- 
nng  himself,  who  is  opposed  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  (and  thinks  Ihem  highly  prejudicial  lo 
tbe  interest  of  Great  Britain.)  in  the  same  pamph- 
let, says,  al^er  speaking  of  the  importation  of  cot> 
ton  from  the  dinerent  parts  of  tbe  world  : 

"  There  certainly  can,  in  no  event,  be  any  appre- 
hension of  want  of  coCtoa ;  no  article  is  more  gene* 
rsllj  or  more  essily  prodncsd  in  all  warm  cUmatci ; 
the  increased  cnltivadon  in  the  United  Slates,  prove* 
that  it  can  be  afforded  there  at  the  cheapest  rate,  and 
ws  cannot  procure  it  with  more  advantage  thin  from 
a  country  which  tskes  the  same  article  back  in  a  man- 
nlkctared  atate,  probably  to  Ihe  fnll  value  of  the  raw 
material  which  die  fumialiaa." 

But  it  is  said  that  we  lake  and  consume  so 
large  a  proporlioo  of  ber  manufactures,  that,  if 
deprived  of  our  market  in  this  respect,  she  must 
feel  il  so  sensibly  as  lo  compel  her  lo  yield  to  us 
those  rights  which  we  demand.  To  prove  this, 
gentlemen  from  different  quarters  of  the  House 
have  stated  ihat  we  take  and  receive  her  manti- 
factures  to  (he  amount  of  one-third  of  all  her 
exports.  I  understood  Ibis  to  have  been  stated 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  (Mr.  G.  W.  Ci.hpb'ell.)  This  state- 
ment, I  apprehend,  is  incorrect,  more  especially, 
if  it  is  intended  to  satisfy  and  convince  ibis 
House  and  ihe  nation,  ihat  tbe  United  Slates 
consume  so  large  a  proportion  of  British  manu- 
factures. Qemlemeu  may,  perhaps,  have  beea 
led  into  this  error  by  not  attending  to  tbe  distioc- 
lion  between  what  is  called  (be  official  value  and 
the  real  or  estimated  value  of  the  exports  of  tbal 
country.  The  official  value,  it  is  well  known,  is 
laiRn  from  the  custom-house  books,  according  lo 
a  rate  or  valuation  fixed  more  than  a  century  ago; 
it  is,  of  cobrse,  now  far  less  Ihen  the  real  value. 
The  official  value^  however,  is  tbe  one  which  is 
generally  quoted,  in  books,  giving  an  account  of 
British  exports. 

No  one  has  stated  the  amount  of  the  exports 
of  thai  country,  except  the  gentli^man  from  Een- 
tueky,  (Mr.  Jobnbon,)  who,  if  I  do  not  misrecot- 
leet,  staled  it  lo  be  thirty-seven  millions  sterling. 
This  is  more  than  the  official  value,  and  muen 
less  than  tbe  real  value,  according  to  tbe  accountt 
which  I  have  seen. 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  Sth  day  of  Jan- 
uary.  1808,  the  official  value  of  British  exports 
was  £26,993,129  sterling,  but  the  real  value  waa 
£4S,900,4S3  sterling,  or  about  9218,000,000.  This 
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u  taken  frocn  an  accoant  laid  before  Parlianieai, 
Bad,  I  presume,  may  be  considered  as  correct. 
The  amouDt  of  exports  for  the  year  ending  on 
tbe  5lb  day  of  January,  1807,  I  hare  only  aeeo  in 
a  newspaper ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  vouch  for  its 
correctness.  It  is  there  stated  to  be  £33,447,590 
alerling.  I  presume  official  value,  the  real  value 
of  which  might  he  nearly  double,  £60,000,000 
alerliog.  It  is  difEcult  to  ascertain,  with  pre- 
cision, the  amoant  of  British  manufaciures  which 
tbe  United  States  coDsume  annually,  as  a  very 
large  proportion  which  they  import  are  again 
exported  to  tbe  West  Indies,  to  South  America, 
■nd  other  parts  of  the  world. 

From  a  report,  however,  made  to  this  House  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tteastiry.  in  1806,  celative 
to  our  commerce  with  Great  Britain  duriog  the 
years  1802, 1803,  and  1804,  we  can  form  aji  esti- 
mate not  far  from  the  truth.  By  this  report  it 
appears  that  the  average  amount  of  the  annual 
import  during  that  year  was  estimated  at  ^7,- 
.400,000,  in  British  manofactures.  These  consist- 
ed principally  of  ^oods  paying  ad  valorem  duties. 
That,  during  those  years,  we  CKpotied  merchan- 
dise, paying  ad  valorem  duties,  to  the  average 
value  of  $9,772,000.  A  part  of  the  merchandise 
thus  exported  came  from  other  countries,  but  it  is 
believed  not  more  than  one-quarter  part,  which 
would  leave  for  our  own  consumption,  annually, 
ddring  these  three  years,  about  $20,000,000  of 
British  merchandise,  which  is  but  about  one-tenth 
part  of  the  amount  of  all  the  exports  of  that 
country.  During  the  years  1806  and  1807,  it  '- 
true,  our  imports  of  British  goods  have  amount 
to  between  fortv  and  fifty  million  of  dollars,  co 
eisiiog  principally  of  those  which  pay  ad  valorc 
duties;  but,  during  the  year  1B06,  we  exported 
tbe  same  kind  of  goods  to  the  amount  of  918,371,- 
477,  and,  in  the  year  1807,  similar  goods  to  thi 
amount  of  $18,564,507,  of  which,  in  1807,  $9,- 
870,763  were  exported  to  the  Spanish  Weel  In- 
dies and  American  colonies ;  so  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  British  manufactarea,  which,  for  sooie 
years  past,  we  have  imported,  hive  been  con- 
tinually destined  for  a  foreign  market  and  not 
for  home  consumption,  and  of  which  w'e  have 
been  the  carriers,  and  received  the  profits.  But, 
■ince  the  embargo  and  the  Spanish  revolution, 
these  good^,  instead  of  finding  their  way  to  for- 
eign markets  through  the  United  States  and 
through  the  medium  of  our  vessels,  find  their  way 
to  the  same  markets  in  British  bottoms. 

I  have  thought  proper,  air,  to  make  these  state- 
ments and  remarks  not  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  trade  of  the  United  States  is  not 
highly  beneficial  to  Qreat  Britain,  but  to  show 
that  it  had  been  overrated  by  many  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  as  a  measnre  of  coercion ;  and,  for  the 
purpose  of  exculpating  myself  and  my  constitu- 
ents, from  the  charge  of  an  unreasonable  opposi- 
tion to  a  measure  which  we  have  nevet  believed 
would  produce  any  salutary  effects. 

Will  gentlemen  permit  me  in  the  next  place  to 
inquire  whether  the  embargo,  even  if  followed  by 
«  Don-iotercoune,  will  coerce  France  to  rescind 
her  obnoxious  decrees  1    And  here  I  b^  leave  to 


observe  that  "  the  great  and  increasing  daoger* 
with  which  our  vessels,  our  aeamen,  and  mer- 
ihandise,  are  threatened  on  the  high  seas,"  men- 
tioned in  the  Me^aze  of  the  President,  which 
recommeiided  the  emoargo,  could  aol  ari*e  from 
he  execution  of  the  decrees  of  France  against 
the  United  States  on  the  ocean,  for  it  is  well 

iwn  that  she  was  incapable  of  executing  them 
(hat  eleiqeat.  Suppose,  sir,  the.  Emperor  cd' 
China,  at  one  of  his  palaces  at  Pekin,  or  sonaeof 
his  Tartar  provinces,  beyond  tbe  Chinese  wall, 
should  issue  bis  decree  declaring  the  islands  and 
dominions  of  Qreat  Britain  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade, and  that  all  our  vessels  found  going  to  or 
from  there,  or  loaded  with  their  producta,  should 
be  good  prize  t     Under  such  a  decree  our  vessels  I 

would  be  liable  to  condemnation,  if  tsken  in  vio-  I 

lating  it;  but  the  difficulty  would  be,  tbe  Bmpe- 
ror  of  China  has  it  not  in  his  pover  to  take 
them. 

The  power  of  the  Emperor  of  France. to  en- 
force his  decrees  on  the  high  .seas  is  nearly  as 
inefficient  as  that  of  the  Chinese  Emperor.  For 
further  proof  of  this,  let  ma  refer  gentlemen  to 
the  statemeuts  and  opinioits  of  members  of  (he 
Administration,  contained  in  the  documenij  now 
on  our  table.  The  Secretary  of  State;  in  bit 
letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  February  8,  IBOS, 
speaks  of  the  attempt  of  the  French  Goremmeni 
(0  enforce  its  decrees  on  the  high  seas  as  "an 
empty  metMce."  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
also  Bays  in  his  annual  report : 

"  It  Day,  indeed,  be  admitted  that  the  decreei  «f 
France  on  be  enforced  only  in  her  own  tenitoriJH,  and 
in  tbase  of  her  allies ;  tb&t,  hoirever  afficient  in  jne- 
venting  inj  commerce  between  the  llnited  States  and 
themselves,  tbow  decrees  cannot  msterullj  aOect  tliat 
between  her  enemies  and  the  United  Stmtee,  and  nay, 
therefore,  in  that  respect,  be  diaregarded." 

se  documents,  sir,  prove,  to  my  mind,  that 
the  wish  and  intention  of  the  Preach  Gov- 
that  the  United   Slates  should  make 
cause  with  theoi  and  the  continent  of 
Europe,  in  a  commercial  warfare  against  Oieat 
Britain,  in  support  of  what  are  called  maritime 
rights.     I  trust,  however,  tbe  House  will  not  uo- 
derstand  me  as  saying  that  our  Governmuit  laid 
the  embargo  iocompfiance  with  these  wishes  and 
determinations.    I  have  introduced  them  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  a  continuance  of  tbe 
embargo,  though  enforced  by  an  army  of  fifty 
thousand  men,  would  not  compel  or  in  dace  Bo- 
naparte to  rescind  his  decrees. 

Our  Minister  at  London,  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  his 
letter  to  Mi.  Canning,  of  October  10, 1S08,  speak- 
ing of  the  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Slates,  also  says.  ''  That  tha  edicu  of 
France  could  not  nreveni  inai  iotercuurse,  evM 
if  France  should  adhere  to  ibem;"  and  "  ttwtthc 
power  of  France  upon  the  seas,  was,  in  no  degree, 
adequate  to  such  a  purpose." 


very  little  danger  from  these 
decrees,  let  me  refer  the  House  to  another  dcca* 
ment  furnished  us  from  the  Senate;  by  which  it 
appears  that  out  of  fire  hundred  and  luaeiy-foiiT 
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vessels  which  sailed  from  our  porit  ia  th^  coaise 
of  Cbelasi  Summer,  under specia!  permissico  from 
the  President,  the  most  of  them  have  returned  in 
safety,lhough  liable  lobe  captured  and  condemned 
under  iliese  edicis.  It  is  also  veil  Icaown,  ihai 
maay  of  these  vessels  obtained  insurances  against 
French  captures  under  these  decrees,  for  the  mod- 
erate premium  of  6ve  or  six  per  cent. 

Bm,  sir,  a  perscTerance  in  the  embargo  sys- 
tem, so  far  from  compelling  Bonaparte  to  rescind 
hii  decrees,  wilt  induce' him  to  continue  them; 


for,  so  far  p 


eop- 


j  against  Great  Britain,  it  meets  with 
entire  approbation.  Nay,  sir,  I  will  go  farther, 
and  say,  that  in  September,  1807,  he  extended  the 
operation  of  the  decrees  against  the  United  States 
on  the  high  seas,  and  seized  and  held  in  sequestra- 
tion the  property  of  oar  citizens  in  his  ports,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  compelling  us  fo  tahe  a 
part  with  him  and  the  wliole  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, in  a  commercial  warfare  against  Great  Bri- 
tain. I  will  prore  this,  sir,  from  the  docntnents 
on  your  table;  add  for  this  purpose  let  me  in  the 
first  place  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
lettErfrotn  M.  Champagny  to  General  ATmslrong. 
dated  at  Milao,  November  34,  1809,  and  which 
accompanied  the  President's  Message,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  ^session. 

After  s,peaking  of  "  the  reclamations,"  as  he 
calls  them,  on  our  pari,^against  the  eiecuiion  of 
the  decrees,  the  injuries  the  United  States  had 
received  from  Kngland,  and  the  inconveniences 
which  our  citizens  experienced  from  the  new  and 
extended  operation  of  their  edicts,  M.  Cbarapag- 
ny  says  : 

"  But  it  is  not  to  France.  It  is  to  England,  that 
these  inconveniencei  to  indidduaji  ought  to  be  impu- 
ted. She  itia  who  hae  given  the  example  of  measures 
nnjuil,  illegal,  and  infringing  on  the  sOTcieigntj'  of 
nations.  To  oblige  her  10  rmoancg  diem,  it  bat  be- 
come DCCMBary  to  combat  hn  vrhh  her  oim  arms :  in 
violatiiig  the  rights  of  all  nations,  She  baa  onitod  thelO 
dl,  by  ■  comioan  intereatt  and  it  «■  fbr  then  to  hove 
lMiMiB»ta  force  egBinst  her ;  to  fttUd  her  the  eaeTch 
(Ja  nuiie)  of  their  vsanli ;  the  taking  away  of  their 
crawe ;  and  to  declare  tbamMelTes  against  meesarea 
wyek  woBDd  their  djgnity  tti  the»  independence. 
The  nqjuM  prelenaioiM  of  Er^lmnd  will  be  iept  up  aa 
long  ai  thoee  whose  rights  she  lialates,  are  silent  j  and 
what  Government  hu  had  more  to  complain  of  againit 
her, thsD  the United.Sutea !  All  tbe di£culti«  which 
have  given  rise  to  your  reclamations,  air,  vroold  be  le- 
iDDTed  with  ease,  if  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales,  after  complaining  in  vain  of  the  injustice  and 
violations  of  England,  took,  niih  the  whole  Continent, 
the  part  of  guaranteeing  itielf  therefixim.  England 
baa  intrednced  into  the  maritime  war,  an  entire  disre- 
gard fbr  the  rights  of  nationa  ;  it  is  only  in  forcing  her 
to  a  peace  that  it  ii  pmsibls  to  recorer  them.  On  this 
point  the  interest  of  all  natisns  is  the  aatae.  All  havs 
Aeir  honor  and  their  independene*  to  defend." 

I  would  here  observe,  sir,  that  this  letter  appears 
to  be  written  as  an  answer  to  one  of  General 
Armstrong,  of  November  IS,  of  the  same  monib, 
in  which,  in  a  very  spirited  manner,  he  remon- 
ttratedagainstihedecreesof  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
in  the  emsi  of  the  Horizon— and  also  ia  answer  to 


other  remonstrances,  which  oat  Minister  has 
made  asainst  the  seizure  of  the  property  of  our 
ctizens  in  the  ports  of  France.  The  Horizon,  it 
is  well  known,  was  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of 
France,  and  in  that  event  was  entitled  to  the 
rights  of  hospitality,  even  from  an  enemy.  Not- 
withatanding,  she  was  seized,  and  that  part  of  her 
cargo  at  least,  which  consisted  of  British  tnanu- 
fcctures,  was  condemned  under  the  5th  article  of 
the  decree  of  November  21, 1806.  At  the  same 
time, other  property,toa  large  amount, belongin|> 
to  our  citizens,  in  the  difierenl  ports  of  France 
and  her  dependencies,  was  seized  and  held  in  te- 
qaestration.  And  what,  sir,  does  M.  ChaiDpagny 
tell  our  MinisteT7  He  says,  "all  the  difficuliiea 
which  have  given  rise  to  your  reclamations,  sir, 
would  be  removed  with  ease,"  &c.  What  were 
the  difGcultJes  of  which  our  Minister  and  our 
QovernTnenthad  complained,  or  to  use  the  French 
style. bad  given  rise  to  our  reclamations  1  Why, 
sir,  the  very  condemnation  in  the  case  of  tbe  Hor- 
izon, and  the  numerous  seizure*  of  our  property 
in  their  pons.  And  what  was  the  condition  upon 
which  these  difficnllies  "  would  be  removed  with 
ease  V  It  was  simply  this — "  if  the  Government 
'  of  the  United  States,  after  complaining  in  vaio 
'  of  the  injusiice  and  violations  of  England,  took 
'  with  the  whole  Continent  the  part  of  guaran- 
'  teeing  itself  therefrom." 

The  language  d  the  French  Minister  is  too 
plain  to  be  mistaken.  He  tells  us,  in  substance, 
that  his  master  bas  seized  the  property  of  onrcit- 
izens,  and  will  proceed  to  a  condemnation  of  it, 
unless  the  United  States  will  join  him  and  the 
Contioentjn  a  commercial  warfare  against  Great 
Britain.  To  prove,  sir,  whet  was  the  part  which 
the  French  Government  wished  us  to  take  with 
the  Continent,  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  go 
back  to  the  time  when  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  was 
entered  into  between  Ihe  Bmperorsof  France  and 
Russia,  in  June  or  July,  1B07.  It  has  always  been 
said,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it,  that 
by  a  secret  article  of  this  treaty  tbe  Emperor  of 
Russia  had  aereed  to  join  the  French  Emperor, 
in  excluding  British  commerce  from  his  domin- 
ions. It  was  in  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  no 
doubt,  that  on  the  26ih  of  October,  1807,  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  issued  his  manifesto,  prohibiting 
all  iniercoorse  with  Great  Britain,  until  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  old  armed  neutraltty  should  be  re- 
cognised and  acknowledged. 

Immediatelyafter  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit,  in  which 
(as  Don  Pedro  Cevallos.  in  his  exposition,  says) 
''  the  destiny  of  the  world  seemed  to  be  decided 
in  his  favor "  on  his  return  to  Paris  in  Augns^ 
Bonaparte  had  come  to  a  determination  that  ai 
he  had  settled  the  affairs  of  the  belligerents,  ex- 
cept England,  lo  Ata  mind,  he  would  settle  those 
of  neutrals  in  the  same  way,  and  he  bad  also  re- 
solved to  form  an  union  of  all  commercial  States 
against  Great  Britain,  and  that  there  should  no 
longer  he  any  neutrals— [Mr,  Pitxin  was  here  in- 
terroptfd  and  asked  what  proof  he  had  of  this.] 
If  1  were  permitted,  sir  lo  put  my  finder  on  cer- 
tain documents.  I  conld  prove  it  satisfactorily. 
fMr.  LoTB  here  interrupted  Mr.  Pitku»,  and  de- 
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nied  tbat  there  were  aaf  such  documents  in  me 

riueuionof  (he  House.]  We  have,  Mr.  Speaker, 
know,  documents  that  are  public,  and  also  those 
which arecoafidenlial ;  and  according  lolhe  rules 
of  the  House,  ii  is  perhaps  improper  to  refer  to 
tbose,  which  they  have  toouchl  it  necesaarf  to 
keep  from  the  public  eye.  They  can  not,  there- 
fore, be  read  in  public,  auJ  iodeed  I  know  col 
whether  they  are  now  in  the  possessioa  of  the 
House.  But,  sir,  I  know  their  conlenls,  as  well 
as  the  geotlvmaa  from  Virginia.  1  had  the  suoie 
informaiioD,  however,  from  ageDlleinna  who  was 
ia  Paris,  in  August,  1807,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
uy,  that  I  bare  do  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it.  But, 
■ir,  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  French  Qot- 
crnmeDt  proves  it  beyond  controversy;  for  very 
toon  after  this  treaty,  a  new  and  extended  con- 
■tructioQ  is  given  to  the  decrees,  by  the  express 
direction  of  the  Emperor  himself.  On  the  18th 
September,  Regnier,  Grand  Judge,  is  directed  to 
declare,  that  as  there  is  no  exception  in  the  de- 
cree, there  is  no  ground  to  make  any  in  the  eie- 
eation  of  it.    And  vrhea,  on  the  24Th  of  ibesame 


'  issued  eleven  months.  The  principal  Powers  of 
'  Europe,  far  from  protesting  asainst  its  provisions, 
'  bave  adopted  them.  Tbey^ave  perceived  that 
*  its  extension  must  he  complete,  to  render  it  more 
'  effectual,  aud  il  has  seemed' easy  to  reconcile 
'  these  measures  with  the  observance  of  treaties, 
'  especially  at  a  time  when  the  infraction  by  Eng- 
'  land,  of  the  rights  ofall  maritime  Powers,  render 
'their  interest  common,  and  lend  to  unite  them 
'  in  support  of  the  same  cause." 

These  documeuts,  air,  prove,  to  my  mind, 
that  it  was  the  wish  and  determination  of  the 
French  Crovernmeut,  thai  the  United  Slates 
•bould  make  commou  cause  with  ihem  and  the 
oontinent  of  Europe,  in  a  commerciul  warfare, 
acainat  Great  Britain,  in  support  of  what  is  call- 
ed maritime  lights,  I  trust,  however,  the  House 
will  not  UDiIerstand  me  as  saying,  that  our  Gov- 
ernment laid  the  embargo  in  compliance  with 
tbese  wishes  and  determiaalioo.  I  have  intro- 
duced ihem  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that  a 
coDtinuance  of  the  embargo,  though  enforced  by 
an  army  of  fifty  thousanif  men,  would  not  com- 
pel or  induce  Bonaparte  to  rescind  his  decrees. 

If  anything  else  were  wantitig  to  convince  us 
tbat  the  embargo  restrictions  still  meets  the  ap- 
probation of  the  French  Government,  I  would 
refer  to  the  late  address  of  Bonaparte  to  the  Le- 

Sislalive  body,  immediately  after  his  return  from 
irfurlh,  in  which  be  says,  "  The  United  Slates 
'of  America  have  preferred  to  renounce  cora- 
'  merce  and  the  sea, Esther  tban  acknowledge  the 
'•lavery  of  ihem."  But  more  particularly  would 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  oaiion, 


^bicb,  in  French,  is  called  an  expose,  Lately  uu- 
dnsaed  by  Mr.  Grelel,  Mioiscet  of  the  Iniatior, 


to  the  Ligislalive  body.  After  speaking  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  be  says  "  tbe  war  will 
'  beocefortb  consist  in  repelling  from  all  point* 
'  the  English  commerce, and  employing  the  means 
'calculated  to  promote  that  end.  France  has 
'  energetically  concurred  in  the  exclusion  of  the 
'  monopoly  ofcommercej  she  has  resigned  her* 
'  self  to  privations  which  long  hahiu  must  have 
'  rendered  more  painful.  Some  branches  of  her 
'  agriculture  and  ber  industry  have  suffered,  and 
'  still  suffer,  but  tbe  prosperity  of  the  great  body 
'  of  the  people  is  not  affected;  she  is  familiarized 
'  with  that  transitory  state,  tbe  duration  of  whicb 
'  she  beholds  without  fear.  The  allies  of  France 
'and  the  United  States  sacrifice,  like  her,  and 
'  with  a  resolution  equally  generous,  their  private 

After  this,  ?ir,  it  must  he  impossible  for  any 
man  to  believe  tbat  a  further  continuance  of  tbe 
embargo,  even  aided  by  a  nnn-inlercourse,  will 
oper&le  aa  a  measure  of  coercion  on  France,  so  as 
pel  her  to  change  her  mode  of  warfare 


again: 


No,  sir,  tbes 


so  far  as  they  operate  to  injure 
of  Great  Britain,  do  really  co- 
operate with  the  French  decrees,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  destroy  Great  Britain,  by  the  ruin  of 
ber  commerce;  and  without  wbicb  restrictions, 
those  very  decrees  would  have  a  much  more  lim- 
ited effect.  It  is  on  ihia  account,  that  our  em- 
bargo system  is  borne  so  patiently  by  Bonapatifc, 
and  even  receives  his  benedictions  and  that  of 
his  Ministers. 

But,  iir.  if  this  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  is 
not  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  em- 
bargo laws,  it  must  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of 
war,  either  defensive  or  offensive. 

No  gentleman  has  stated  that  we  are  in  any 
danger  of  an  invasion;  it  cannot  be  preieoded 
that  there  is  any  prospect  of  an  attack  by  land. 
Should  such  an  attack  be  made,  should  noslile 
footsteps  again  tread  our  shores,  there  would  be 
but  one  opinion  as  to  tbe  course  to  be  porsned. 
Such  attacks  are  to  be  repelled  at  erery  risk,  tud 
at  every  hazard.  This  number  of  troops,  there- 
fore, can  only  be  wanted  for  an  offensire  war ; 
indeed  some  gentlemen  have  repeatedly  staled 
on  this  floor,  thai  war  was  inevitably  and  bavc 
likewise  slated,  that,  aa  we  are  tbe  injured  party, 
it  must  be  an  offensive  war.  And  here  1  b^ 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a.  re- 
port of  the  committee  in  respect  to  our  foreign 
relations,  and  which  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
pointing  out  the  course  tbe  United  States  ought 
to  pursue,  with  respect  to  foreign  nations.  This 
report  states  that  we  have  but  three  attemalives *. 
"submission,  war  with  both  nations,  or  a  con- 
'  tinuance  and  enforcement  of  the  present  suspen- 
'  sion  of  commerce."  They  say,  "  The  first  cu- 
'  not  require  any  discussion.  Bui  the  pressure  of 
'  the  embargp,  so  sensibly  felt,  and  the  calamities 
'  inseparable  from  a  slate  of  war,  naturally  create 
'  a  wish  that  some  middle  course  mi^ht  be  di»- 
'  covered,  which  should  avoid  the  ecils  of  boib, 
'  and  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  national  honor 
'  and  independence.    That  illusion  might  be  di»- 
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'  aipated  ;  ind  ii  is  Decenary  that  the  people  of 
'  the  United  Stales  should  fullv  UDderstand  the 
'  sitaalioD  in  wbich  i bey  are  placed.  There  ii 
'  no  other  ailertiative  hut  war,  with  both  Daltoiis, 
'  or  a  continuance  of  the  preseDt  system." 

Indeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  this  the  siinaiion  of  the 
^ople  of  the  United  Statrs  1  Is  there  no  middle 
course,  no  middle  path,  in  which  ire  can  an; 
longer  pursue  "  the  noiseless  tenor  of  our  way  7' 
Goald  Ibe  committee  present  us  with  nothing 
belter  than  such  dreadful  alterDatives I  If  si 
ire  have-but  Scylla  on  one  side,  and  Charybdi 
on -the  other,  and  no  middle  passage  throug^h 
whicb  ws  cait  steer  our  (lolitical  ship.  We  mu  ■ 
inevitably  be  daibed  to  pieces,  on  tbe  rocks  of  ei 
faargoand  non-intercoorae,  or  be  swallowed  up 
the  whirlpool  of  European  conflicts.  If  this  is  the 
situation  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  dread- 
ful and  calamitous  is  their  situation,  i  bad,  sir, 
bopod,  fondly  hoped,  uay,  believed,  that  Heaven 
had  in  store  many,  very  many  blessings  yet  to 
come  for  the  people  of  this  country.  But,  if  they 
have  no  other  prospects  than  those  presented  to 
them  by  this  committee,  I  have  hoped  and  be- 

Tbe  committee,  indeed,  in  Another  part  of  the 
same  report,  say :  "  The  present  unsettled  state  of 
'  the  world,  the  extraordinary  aituation  in  wbjch 
'  the  United  Slates  are  placed,  and  the  necessity, 
'  if  war  be  resorted  to,  of  making  it  at  the  same 
'  time  ifainst  both  nations,  and  these  the  two  most 
'  poweifal  of  tbe  world,  are  the  principal  cauaes  of 
'  hesitation."  Tbe  present  stale  of  the  world  is, 
indeed,  air,  unsettled ;  and  when  it  will  be  a^in 
settled,  is  known  to  Omniscience  alone.  War 
with  both  nations,  and  those  the  two  most  pow- 
erful of  the  world  !  '  Let  me  ask  the  committee 
-what  nation  has  any  efficient  power  except  Eng- 
land and  France,  and  their  allies  and  dependen- 
cies? Sir.  there  is  none.  War,  therefore,  with 
those  nations,  is  war  with  the  whole  world. 

Europe  at  this  moment,  sir,  presents  a  specta- 
cle of  which  history  records  no  parallel.  Wheii 
tbe  Roman  Empire,  enervated  by  Inzury,'  was 
overrun  b^  the  northern  nations,  and  the  fairest 
portion  of^Europe  was  taken  possession  of  by  its 
savage,  but  bold  invaders,  it  was  parcelled  out 
among  tbe  rival  chieftains,  who  achieTed  the 
conqnest.  No  single  Individual,  either  at  that 
time  or  since,  has  ever  had  the  supreme  control 
over  this  part  of  the  world.  The  power  of  Char- 
lemagne, iQ  tbe  zenith  of  his  glory,  was  nothing 
in  comparison  with  that  of  tbe  present  autocrat 
of  the  continent  of  Europe.  I  am  lost  jn  aston- 
ishment, when  1  reflect  on  tbe  enormous  and  oD' 
equalled  power  now  possessed  by  tbe  Emperor 
of  France,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  that  pow- 
er has  been  acquired- 

The  minor  kingdoms  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
newly  made  kingdoms,  have  been  parcelled  oat 
Among  the  different  branches  of  his  family,  almost 
-^rithout  a  struggle;  and  the  fate  of  Ibe  larger  king- 
doms and  empires  has  been  decided  by  single  bat- 
tle. The  battle  of  Ansterlitz,  sir,  bronght  the 
Erond  house  of  Austria  at  the  feet  of  the  French 
imperor;  the  battle  of  Jeoa  abnihilated  the 


hou«e  of  Brandenburgh  ;  that  of  Friedland,  com- 

gelled  the  Emperor  oT  the  North  to  crouch  at  the 
'.it  of  the  eooquerer ;  tbe  house  of  Braganza,  in 
Europe,  was  annihiiaied  by  a  single  word;  and 
what,  let  me  ask,  has  become  of  the  Spanish  part 
of  the  house  of  Bourbon  7  Their  fate  is  but  too 
well  known ;  tbey  are  prisoners,  slate  prisoners 
in  France  ;  and  much  1  fear,  ibe  fate  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  nnfortanalc  country,  will  also  soon  be 
but  too  well  known  ;  I  fear  even  while  I  am  now 
speaking,  they  may  be  the  victims  of  the  vassals 
of  the  usurper. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  events,  which  have,  and 
are  now  taking  place  in  Spain,  I  canuot  hut  feel 
emotions,  which  1  am  onaole  to  express.  Prom 
tbe  time  when  the  infamous  Godoy,  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  was  elevated  to  power,  and  French  in- 
fluence governed  in  the  national  councils  of  that 
country,  some  of  her  beat  and  wisest  men,  and 
particularly  old  Count  Florida  Blanca^  (who,  in 
the  cabinet  at  least,  was  the  Wasbiogion  of 
Spain)  wye  banished  fVom  Court,  and  have  ever 
since  lived  in  obscurity  in  the  distant  provinces^ 
until  the  present  revolution  has  called  them  into 
notice.  During  the  reien  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
the  King  of  Spain  has  Ijeen  the  friend  and  ally 
of  the  Emperor  of  France.  And  how,  sit,  hu 
this  friend  and  ally  been  Iretuedl  In  the  first 
place,  a  large  part  of  his  western  empire  was  de- 
manded of  nim  ;  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  France, 
and  which  we  now  possess  (in  part  at  least) 
at  the  expense  of  fifteen  millions;  the  mines  of 
Mexico  and  Pern  were  next  demanded  ;  the  rich 
products  of  these  mines  were  poured  into  the  na- 
tional coflers  of  France  wiih  a  liberal,  nay,  with 
a  bountiful  band ;  not  yet  satisfied,  some  of  the  best 
of  the  Spanish  troops  were  required  to  fight  tbe 
battlesot  tbe  Emperor  in  tbe  north — sixteen  thou- 
sand of  the  most  gallant  troops  were  immediately 
furnished.  Not  contented  with  all  these,  the  Em- 
peror, at  last,  demands  the  Grown  and  Kingdom 
Itself.  After  having  enticed  the  old  King  and 
liis  son  Ferdinand  to  place  themselves  in  his 
power  at  Bayonne,  he  then  compelled  them  to 
sign  an  act  of  reunciation  of  their  Crown  and 
Kingdom  in  his  favor,  but  not  until  after  (as  Ce* 
vallos,  who  was  on  tne  spot,  says)  the  Eraperol 
in  his  last  conference  wilh  Feroinand,  said  to 
His  Majesty,  "Prince,  you  have  only  10  choose 
between  cession  and  death."  Mr.  Speaker,  br 
this  act  of  renunciation,  tbe  Spanish  part  of  this 
western  quarter  of  the  world  is  now  claimed  by 
the  Emperor  of  France,  and  if  he  should  con- 
qner  Old  Spain  and  ^et  quiet  possession  of  this 
pari  of  America,  (and  it  is  not  in  our  power  topre- 

^nt  It,)  the  United  Stales  are  gone. 

Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  is  it  possible  that  this  House  can 
sly  think  of  plunging  the  United  Stales  into 
wilh  two  nations  who  are  at  war  wilh  each 
other,  the  one  of  which  commands  ihe  land,  and 
the  other  the  ocean  ?  Will  Ibis  country,  as  yet, 
comparatively,  speaking,  in  a  state  of  infancy,  cer- 
tainly not  advanced  beyond  a  state  of  adolescence, 
be  able  to  meet  the  shock  of  such  a  war?  Sir,a 
war  with  both  nations  is  out  of  the  qoestioD; 
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when  we  have  once  eolered  into  Ibis  JDlenniDiible 
conflictj  which  is  now  coovulsiog  [he  world,  we 
shtll  soon  be  compelled  lo  take  part  wiih  one  or 
the  olber  of  tbe  beUigerents ;  and  of  course  a  coD' 
DexiOD  or  alliance  musl  be  formed  with  ibe  na- 
lioa  will)  which  we  lake  a  pari.  For  my-seif, 
sir,  t  want  alliances  wilh  neither — and  Ihope  Ibe 
fate  of  other  nations  will  tench  the  people  of  (hia 
country  to  avoid  a.  course  which  ma;  lead  tbem 
to  inevitable  destruction. 

Will  gentleman  suffer  me  to  detain  ihem  a  few 
momenlsloQgcr,  whilel  inquire  what  are  Ihepre- 


s  of  this 


lud   whether  there  i: 


probability  of  ourbeiuKable  to  obtain  ihoseobjec 
r  f     It  is  said  generally,  foe  o; 


by  _     _  „ -  -         ,,     .     .. 

Tights.  It  cannot  surely  be  for  the  principle  tbat 
free  ships  make  free  goods  (as  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  rMr.  Bacon]  has  hiotcdl— I  un- 
derstood that  ihis  has  been  relinquished  by  the 
Kresen(,a$  wellas  by  the  former  Administrations. 
[either  do  1  beliere  it  can  be  for  what  is  calied 
the  colonial  trade,  or  reparation  fur  theaiiackon 
the  Chesapeake.  And  as  to  the  right  n  impress- 
ment of  B/itish  seamen  on  board  of  our  merchant 
Tessels,  which  has  hitherto  been  made  the  prin- 
cipal subject  of  dispute  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain,  and  an  express  reliDquishnieol  of 
which  has  been  made  a  sine  qua  noti  of  a  com- 
mercial treaty,  if  I  am  able  to  understand  the 
Tiews  of  our  Administration,  this  point  has  been 
givenup,atleast,for  the  present.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  proclamation  of  the  Kine,  of  the  dale  I 
belioTe  ai  ibe  Uth  of  Oclolier,  1807,  recalling  ail 
British  seamen  from  foreign  employment,  was 
laid  before  Congress,  by  the  Pre-^iacnt,  when  the 
laying  of  tbe  embargo  wasiecomciended;  and  that 
one  object  of  the  embargo  was  to  coerce  Great 
Britain  to  relinquish  this  right  of  impressment  of 
her  subjects  from  our  merchB|}t  vessels. 

When  our  QoTernment,  therefore,  offered 
Great  Britain  to  repeal  the  embargo  on  her  re- 
scinding  her  Orders  in  Council,  I  consider  that 
they  had  come  to  a  determination  that  our  vessels 
might  navigate  tbe  ocean,  notwilhslanding  the 
light  of  impressment  had  not  been  relinquished, 
and  that  of  course  thev  would  not  go  to  war,  it 
order  to  obtain  that  object.  If  ibis  be  true,  thi 
sole  object  of  the  war  must  be  the  orders  and  de 
crees  of  the  belligerents.  And  hence,  sir,  thi 
question  Is  not,  whether  a  war,  according  to  thi 
xoown  laws  of  nations,  would  not  he  just  against 
both  these  nations  from  whom  we  have  received 
so  many  injuries.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  for 
several  years  past,  we  have  had  what  may  he 
called  just  causes  of  war  against  them  both.  But 
tbe  question  is,  whether  in  the  preiteut  unsettled 
state  of  the  world  (as  the  committee  say)  it  is  a 
wise,  prudent,  or  politic  measure;  and  whether 
there  is  a  probability  that  we  should  thereby  attain 
the  objects  we  wish  1  Shall  we  obtaiu  either  in- 
demnity for  the  past,  or  security  for  the  future  ? 
The  old  law  of  nations  is  very  little  regarded  by 
either  of  the  belligetents.  France  says  that  Eng- 
land in  her  mode  of  warfare  regards  no  laws, and 
therefore  she  is  obliged  "  to  forget  them,  and  even 
ibi  ta  instaot  to  forget  henelf,"  and  therefore  is- 


sues her  decrees.  On  the  contrary,  £iu;land  aays, 
tbat  Fiaoce  is  carrying  on  an  uuparaileled  mode  of 
arfare  against  her,  and  she  is  obliged  "  to  retort 
1  her  enemies  themselves,  tbe  consequence  of 
eir  own  violence  and  injustice."  Both  ground 
leir  proceedings  on  tbe  principle  of  necessity  and 
ilf-defence.  Now,  sir,  jf  it  were  possible  for  ut, 
ho  are  the  only  neutral  nation  in  the  world,  to 
atop  the  wild  career  of  these  mighty  belligerents, 
ana  to  compel  them  to  obey  the  law  of  uaLioDa, 
as  it  has  hitherto  been  acknowledged,  and  to  do 
us  justice,  I  should  be  wilting  to  ia  this,  even  al 
the  expense  of  a  war.  But  will  any  genilemaa 
say,  after  a  long  and  expensive  war,  we  shonld 
he  able  to  obtain  such  terms  as  would  secure  lu 
in  our  neutral  rights  hereafter?  Gould  we  expect 
tbat  Fr&nce  would  stipulate  with  us,  tbat  if  ever 
she  should  again  attempt  to  ruin  her  enemr,  by 
destroying  her  commerce,  thai  she  would  not  is- 
sue decrees  similar  to  those  of  Berlin,  Milan,  and 
BayoDnel  And  if  she  should  so  stipulate,  what 
security  should  we  have  that  these  stipulaiioDS 
would  not  he  broken,  whenever  iniperious  ma- 
jesty should  require  it  1  And,  on  the  contrary, 
would  England  agree  by  treaty,  thai  in  caae 
France  should  ever  commence  a  comntercial  war- 
fare against  her,  that  she  would  not  retaliate  br 
similar  Orders  in  Council?  And  if  she  would, 
could  we  depend  on  a  faithful  performance  of 
such  a  treaty  1  No  sir,  we  could  not.  It  is  said, 
ttiat  we  could  take  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia, and 
bold  thejn  al  least  as  pledges.  I  have  not  a  doubt, 
ihal  we  might  take  these  provinces^  but  (as  my 
colleague  (Mr.  Tali^aoqeJ  who  is  a  much  bet- 
ter judge  than  1  am,  says)  tt  must  be  at  a  vast 
expense  of  men  and  money.  But,  sir,  while  we 
are  attacking  the  extremities  of  tli«  British  Em- 
pire, our  enemies  may  perhaps  be  attacking  the 
very  vitals  of  our  country.  It  will  be  in  tbeir 
power  to  lay  our  cities,  our  towns  along  the  sea- 
coast,  under  contribution,  and  I  fear  in  ashes.  I 
do  not  know  that  this  would  be  the  case  but  I 
fear  it  would  be  in  ibeir  power  to  do  it.  But,  sii, 
I  do  not  want  Canada,  as  an  accession  of  terri- 
tory ;  and  it  will  be  difficult,  I  apprehend,  to  per- 
suade tbe  citizensof  Connecticut,  at  least,  to  leave 
their  smiling  villages  along  the  coast,  exposed  ta 
the  ravages  of  anenemy,  and  risk  their  lives  in 
the  woods  and  wilds  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 
Supposing  we  should  obtain  them  by  conquest, 
would  we  by  this  obtain  a  security  for  the  future. 
against  the  infraction  of  our  mariiime  rights?  I 
do  not  believe  it.  It  is  very  questionable  whether 
these  provinces  are  of  much  real  benefit  to  tfae 
British  Empire;  the  ordinary  annual  expense  of 
tbe  civil  and  military  government  there,  la  about 
one  million  of  dollars.  The  King  undoubtedly 
considers  this  province  as  a  part  of  his  Empir^ 
much  in  tbe  same  manner  as  he  does  a  gem  of 
minor  brilliaocy  in  his  crown,  which  be  would 
not  have  plucked  from  it  by  force ;  but  when  once 
gone,  tbe  crown  would  not  be  much  lesa  brilluut 
or  the  less  valuable. 

When  I  consider,  sir,the  prosperity  which  this 
couairy  has  experienced  for  fifteen  years  past,  the 
.  acoonaulatioD  of  wealth,  not  only  in  our  cities  and 
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lowni,  but  io  every  Tillage.diiniigthii period, hki] 
the  general  faappinen  we  haie  eujoyea — and  thii 
DotwiihstandiDg  the  m any  iajuriei  and  louee  our 
citizen*  hare  tu^taioed  fioin  ihe  aggreutoiiB  of 
both  the belligereDts,  I  cannot  conieat  IO  exchaDge 
litis  situation  for  the  miseries  and  calamities  of 
war,Htit!]ODtacet[aiD  prospect  of  some  permaneot 
future  good. 

It  may  perhaps,  bysome^  be  considered  as  agree- 
able to  the  laws  of  honor  and  chivalry,  to  attack 
the  world  io  arms,  without  a  prospect  of  success; 
but,  sir,  I  will  never  conseot  to  place  my  country 
in  such  a  siiuatioo,  in  which  we  can  only  say, 
M  Francis  lbs  First  did,  aftei  the  battle  of  Pavia, 
"all  is  lost  but  honor." 

I  lud  intended,  tir,  to  have  touched  upon  lorae 
other  topics,  to  hav;  piusued  the  faint  thrown  out 
by  the  genilemaa  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D. 
R.  Williams,)  that  there  w«s  vets  hope  that 
some  arrange  ID  eat  of  cnr  difficulties  inight  still 
be  made,  which  should  continue,  at  least,  until 
(his  mighty  conflict  in  Europe  was  over.  But, 
sir,  my  strength  is  nearly  gone,  and  lam  sure  the 

ritieoce  of  me  House  must  be  quite  eibausied. 
will  conclude,  therefore,  by  expressing  mv  most 
earnest  hone  ttiat  the  bill  may  not  pass,  out  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

When  Mr.  P.  bad  concluded,  the  House  ad- 
journed without  taking  aoy  question. 

Monday,  January  30. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  eleventli  of  November  last,  so 
much  of  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
Uoited  Suies,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Cougtess,  as  relates  to  (he  Military 
and  Naval  Establish  me  a  is,  to  whom  was  cummii- 
ted,  on  the  thirteenth  iniitant,B  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "Anact  suppiemeniary  loan  net 
entitlea  'An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  nalioDal  dtfence,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
militia  throughout  (be  United  States,"  reported, 
that  the  committee  had  had  the  said  bill  under 
consideration,  and  direc(ed  him  to  repoit  the  same 
to  the  House,  without.amendment:  whereupon, 
the  said  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commiiteeof 
the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr,  HoLMEe,  from  the  Commiiteeof  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred,  on  (be  nineteenth  instant, 
a  letter  and  repoit  from  (he  Secretary  of  War. 
-with  sundry  accumpanying  documents,  presented 
a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  ;■  which  war 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  Ihi 
W'hole  to-morrow. 

Mr.NEWTON.fromlheCommitieeofCommerci 
and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  prohibit,  ii 
certain  cases,  the  entry  of  foreign  vessels  into  thi 
porliand  harbors  of  the  Uoited  States;  which  wa 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  Ihe  Precldent  of 
the  United  Statea,  iiansmitting  a  letter  recently 
received  from  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James,  covering  one  to  him  from  the  British  Se- 
cretary of  State,  with  his  leplf,  being  a  sequel  to 


the  correspondence  which  accompanied  the  Mes- 
sage to  both.  Houses,  of  the  sevenieenlh  instant. 
The  Message,  and  the  papers  (ransmi(ted  there- 
itb,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  Ihe  table. 
The  Spbakeb  laid  before  (be  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  of  (he  United  States, 
accompanying  his  reports  respecting  unprodoc- 
livD  routes  and   public  contracts  ;   whicn  were 
read,  and  referred  to  (he  Committee  on  Post  OS- 
's and  Post  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  (he  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
cI  to  extend  (he  time  for  tnakiog  payment  for 
the  public  lands  of  (he  United  Slates;"  to  which 
they  desire  (he  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  cons  [iteration  of  an 
engrossed  bill  providing  an  additional  miUiarf 
force,  which  was  depending  on  Saturday  lastj  al 
the  time  of  adjournmenl :  Whereupon,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  David  R.  Williahb,  that  the 
said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table  :  and  the  question  be- 
ing lakea  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aBSt- 

PREPARATION  FOR  WAS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole  on  the  resolution  submitted  by 

Mr.  NicHOLAa  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  following 

Setohtd,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Homo,  that  the 

United  States  ought  not  to  daisy  b^ond  the day 

0  repeal  the  embargo  i&ivs,  snd  to  rasaow, 
maintain,  and  defend  the  navigation  of  the  high  seas, 
against  anj  □atinn,  or  nations,  having  in  teres  edicts, 
orders,  or  decteeB,  violating  the  Isnfiil  commerce  and 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  HUtes. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  for  a  division  of  the  reso- 
lution so  as  to  take  the  question  first  on  repealing 
Ihe  embargo,  and  moved  to  fill  the  blauK  with 
(he  fourth  day  of  March. 

Mr.  Randoij>h  said  he  had  risen  for  the  same 
purpose  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
he  submitted  to  the  Committee  whether,  if  the 
embargo  laws  were  to  be  repealed,  it  should  Dot 
be  done  with  all  possible  speed.     His  sources  of 

"  rmatioo.  he  said,  were  neither  very  nnmeroua. 
.  possibly,  very  correct ;  but  he  did  undersiand 
it  to  be  a  fact,  thai,  io  cerlain  parts  of  the  Bast- 
states,  the  embargo  was  daily  and  hourly,  in 
the  btoad  glare  of  daylight,  not  evaded,  but  dis- 
regarded ;  (bat  sleighs  to  an  immense  number 
were  daily  pausing  from  the  United  Stales  into 
Canada,  laden  no(  onlv  with  the  product  of  (hat 
part  of  the  Union  bordering  on  Canada,  but,  also, 
with  the  product  of  the  Southern  States,  which 
was  carried,  by  a  long  and  expeaaive  carriage, 
from  Ihe  Atlantic  States  to  Montreal,  for  export' 

There  were  two  points  of  view,  in  which, 
Mr.  R,  said,  i(  appeared  to  him  (bat  if  this  law 
was  to  be  repealed  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done  with 
all  possible  expedition.  The  first  was,  that  those 
persons  in  our  own  country  who  had  set  tbe  law 
al  defiance,  who  bad  been  guilty  of  the  most  in- 
civic  conduct,  should  not  reap  the  exclusive  ben- 
efit of  Ihe  commerce  carried  on.    The  other  rev 
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■on  wa*,  that  it  was  well  koown  that  the  St. 
Lawreoce  was  frozen  up,  and  would  remaio 
frozen  long  afYer  our  own  waters  were  open. 
AdTenlucers,  bred  by  the  hope  of  great  profit, 
bad,  at  avast  eipeose,  ttangported  products  not 
the  growth  of  that  pan  of  the  couniry^,  into  Can- 
-ada,  knowing  that  the  plan  of  embaigo,  if  cod- 
linued,  would  amply  repay  the  extra  eipeose  of 
carrying  it.  This  produce,  Mr.  R.  said,  to  an  im- 
meose  amounl,  was  deposited,  as  be  understood, 
«t  Montreal,  for  the  pnrpose  of  exporting  it  as 
aoon  aa  the  ice  broke  up;  and  be  preFUmed  il 
was  already  paid  for  in  British  gold,  or  commod- 
ilies  of  some  sort.  And  this,  be  said,  was  one  of 
the  ways  in  which  he  should  have  no  objection  to 
finger  some  nf  their  gold,  viz:  by  getting  to  mar- 
ket before  them,  underselling,  aud  forestalling 
them,  which  might  easily  be  done  from  the  ex- 
pense of  the  transportation  by  la'nd.  He  submit- 
ted it,  therefore,  to  the  (^ntleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  whether,  if  the  Committee  determined  to 
repeal  the  embargo,  i I  should  not  be  as  aoon  as 
possible  1  If  immediately  removed,  il  must  shake, 
«nd  severely  too,  the  capitalists  pf  Canada;  but, 
if  the  removal  was  procrastinated,  they  would 
reap  the  profits,  whilst  we  should  carry  our  pro- 
duce to  a  market  already  glutted,  or.  if  not  glut- 
ted, considerably  supplied.  When  the  resolution 
came  before  the  House,  if  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  agreed  Co  it,  he  said  he  should  certainly 
move  the  earliest  day  possible  far  the  removal  of 
the  embargo. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
must  be  folly  persuaded  that  he  was  as  willing  to 
get  rid  of  the  embargo  as  the  gentleman  himself 
could  possibly  be,  for  he  had  been  opposed  to  the 
embargo  systent  from  the  first  day  the  original 
embargo  law  was  passed.  He  said  he  had  moved 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  4th  day  of  March,  for 
several  considerations.  The  resolntion  contem- 
plated a  repeal  of  the  embargo  at  a  fuinre  day, 
and  not  at  the  present  day;  and,  from  conversa- 
tion which  he  had  held  with  gentlemen  hereto- 
fore fciendlv  to  the  embargo,  and  now  disposed  to 
remove  it,  ne  had  supposed  that  an  earlier  day 
would  not  beagreed  to.  One  other  consideration, 
■  he  said,  had  considerable  influence  with  him.  At 
present,  there  was  a  natural  embargo  on  a  consid- 
erable number  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 
By  the  fourth  day  of  March,  il  was  pretty  certain 
that  nature  would  have  repealed  that  embargo. 
T.o  place  the  merchants  upon  ao  equality,  he  hatl 
supposed,  he  said,  that  it  wonld  be  proper  to  fix 
m  day  for  the  removal  of  the  embargo  which 

'    would  give  to  all  equal  advantages. 

Mr.  Sloan  gave  one  reason,  io  addition  to  those 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  why  the 
embargo  should  be  speedily  repealed.    It  was  a 

-  fact  known  to  many  members  on  the  floor,  that 
large  speculatiops  bad  been  made  in  consequence 
4f  a  belief  that  the  embargo  would  be  continued 
for  a  great  while.      Articles  of  foreign  prodi 
'which,  though  not  absolutely  necessary,  bad 
come  necessary  by  habit,  were  up  to  an  extra 
gant  price.     An  early  removal  of  the  embargo 
wonld  tend  to  remove  the  sufferings  of  the  honest 


part  of  the  community,  in  eonaequcnce  of  the 
nigh  price  of  these  commodities. 

Mr.  NicBOLia,  who  had  been  absent  wbea  (he 
subject  WIS  taken  up,  wished  to  modify  his  trto- 
'lution.  This  being  considered  out  of  order,  Mr. 
N.  moved  lo  amend  the  respltition  under  coniid- 
eraiion  by  striking  oat  the  whole  of  it  after  the 
word  "Resolved,"  and  inserting  the  following; 
Raohed,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Bouse,  that  d)t 

United  Slates  onght  not  to  delay  beyond  the dsy 

of ,  to  resume,  muntsin,  and  defend  the  dstI^ 

ion  of  the  high  seas ;  and,  that  provision  onght  la  be 

made  by  law  for  rspealing,  on  the  day  of , 

the  several  embargo  Jaw*,  and  for  aDthoiiainEt,  *t  tht 
aame  Ume,  lettera  of  matqne  and  Tapriaal  againsl  Great 
Britain  and  France;  provided,  on  that  day,  thsir  or- 
ders or  edicts  violating  the  lawfiil  commerce  and  nso- 
tral  right!  of  tlw  Uniud  Slatea  ahail  be  in  ferae,  at 
againat  cither  of  those  nations  having  in  force  sodl 
ordsn  or  edicts- 
Mr.  LvoM  opposed  the  striking  oat  the  substance 
of  ibe  original  motion,  under  tbe  idea  that  it  wonld 
deprive  the  House  of  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
direct  vote  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  ibat  the  object  of  both  reso- 
lutions was  the  same.  The  object  of  the  resola- 
lion  first  proposed  was,  to  repeal  the  embargo 
laws,  to  Bsseri,  and  prepare  to  enforce  our  rights. 
The  only  object  in  proposing  the  amendment 
was,  Io  bring  the  subject  lo  a  close,  in  one  wiy 
or  other.  It  had  been  said  that  (he  other  resolu- 
tion was  not  specific  enough ;  that  it  could  not 
be  understood  ;  that  it  would  take  np  much  (itae 
of  ihe  House,  and  when  it  came  before  a  com- 
mittee to  draf\a  bill  in  pursuanceof  it,  their  con- 
struction of  its  terms  might  ilifler  from  that  of 
the  House,  and  the  whole  subject  must  be  gone 
over  again.  He  wished  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided, and  that  the  whole  nation  should  know,ts 
soon  as  possible,  what  was  to  be  done.  Qenile- 
men  who  thought  that  we  ought  to  take  a  de- 
termined stand  against  encroachments  oa  out 
rights,  be  said,  would  vote  with  him  ;  gentlemen 
of  a  contrary  opinion  would  vote  against  biro. 

Mr.  Dana  said  be  was  for  striking  out  the  words 
of  the  original  resolution,  becanse  be  did  dot  wish 
to  vote  on  them,  scarcely  knowing  what  coDStrue- 
tion  to  put  upon  them  himself,  or  what  conitne- 
tions  others  would  put  upon  any  vote  'which  he 
might  give  on  them.  The  resolution  as  it  origi- 
nally stood,  he  said,  did  not  contain  an  affirma- 
tive proposition,  but  a  sOrl  of  compound  uegative 
one.  It  declared  that  "the  United  Stales  oii(!hl 
not,  beyond  (he day  of lo  delay  repeal- 
ing the  embargo."  Now,  any  gentleman  who 
might  wish  it  to  be  repealed  to-day,  'wtiuld  he 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  delayed 
for  six  months  or  a  year.    So  that  a  vote  on  the 

resolution,  supposing  the day  of  June  lobe 

inserted  as  the  dav  beyond  which  repeal  ongbt  not 
be  delayed,  would  give  no  definite  idea  of  the 
sentiments  of  any  gentleman  who  sbotild  role 
for  it.  He  was,  therefore,  really  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  that  he  bad  hrougbi  forward  a  resoln- 
tion which  be  coold  understand,  and  which  had 
a  specific  practical  bearing.    As  it  respected  the 
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chRTacIer  of  the  proposiiion,  it  was  a  declaration 
of  war  hypolbeticslly.  He  coald  not  express  an 
opinion  on  ibe  substitme  proposed,  bnt  vonld 
vole  to  strikeout  IbeorigiDal  words,  oeoause  thejr 
-were  liable  to  a  diversity  af  conslruclioD. 

Tbe  House  agreed  to- strike  out  ibe  substance 
of  the  first  reeolulion. 

A  diviiioD  of  the  snbstitnte  offered  by  Mr. 
Nicholas  was  called  for,  so  as  to  take  tlie  ques- 
liOD  6ra(  on  tbe  question  of  i^pealing  the  embargo 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  mored  to  QU  the  blank  in  the 
sobsliluie  iritb  the  first  day  of  Jane ;  Mr.  Mil- 
NOR  named  the  fourth  day  of  March,  and  Mr.  D. 
R.  Williams  named  the  fifteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Mr.  Ramdolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"tiie  —  day  ot "  for  the  purpose  of  insert- 
ing "foriliwitb." — Motion  to  strike  out  lost  by  ■ 
considerable  mnjoriiy. 

Tbe  question  recuiting  on  filling  the  blank 
with  tbe  first  day  of  Jane — 

Mr.  Randolph,  as  the  gentleman,  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  (Mr.  Nicholas)  was  not  pres- 
ent when  he  had  given  the  reasons  why  be  thought, 
if  tbe  embargo  was  to  be  repeated,  it  shonld  be 
removed  immediately,  repeated  them.  He  wished 
our  own  citizenito  reap  some  advantBge  from  an 
early  repeal.  Or  were  we,  he  a«ked,  by  a  sin- 
gular fatality  in  all  oar  measures,  only  to  injure 
ourselves,  and  benefit  ooi  adrertaries,  and  the 
most  dishonest  part  of  our  own-community  t 

Mr.  Dana  \na  opposed  to  a  coutinuance  of  the 
embargo  until  the  first  of  June.  Since  it  had 
been  generally  understood  throQgh  the  eonnirv 
that  tTie  embargo  was  to  be  further  continued, 


many  capiialiii 


had  forestalled  the  rfaarketi 
themselves  a  monopoly 


foreign  articles  of  tbe  greatest  necessity,  thereby 
to  command  an  excessive  profit  at  the  expense  of 
the  diiireisEd  part  of  the  community.     ' 
spected  them,  Mr.  D.  said,  that  he  bad  noi 
thai  the  duration  of  tbe  embaT|r<^  should 


irected,  that  they  might  realize  their  an] 
make  poor  men  their  prey;  and  if  thei 
any  description  of  our  citizens  whom  he  could 


Irish  10  be  injured  by  a  removal  of  tbe  embargo, 
these  would  certainly  be  the  persons.  There 
\ras  another  reason  wSy  be  did  not  wish  the  em- 
bargo to  conlinoa  so  long.  However  important 
it  was  that  the  (eneral  authority  of  the  Ooyern. 
ment  should  be  maiDtBined  as  respected  these 
States,  was  it  not  known  that  tbe  reins  ot  Oov- 
ernment,  from  their  extreme  tension,  were  fail- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  Administration  1  Were 
not  their  acts  placed  at  defiance,  especially  since 
tbe  passage  of  the  last  act  for  enforcing  the  em- 
bargo 1  Look  at  the  whole  Dorthern  fronlier, 
said  he ;  recollect  the  facility  of  transportaiion 
on  the  ice  and  snow.  Recollect  with  wbat  facil- 
ity iu  this  season  the  produce  and  lumber,  dtc., 
iwtll  pass  from  Vermont  into  tbe  British  prov- 
ince*. 'As  respected  the  whole  of  that  frontier, 
IUt.  D.  said,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to 
enforce  the  embargo  laws.  The  mound  was  al- 
ready broken  down  which  retained  oar  produce; 


it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  whole  would 
be  swept  away.  The  question  which  now 
ofiered  itself  lo  the  consideration  of  the  House 
this,  and  it  was  requisite  that  it  should  be 
decided  promptly:  whether,  if  the  acts  of  Qdt> 
ernment  were  set  at  defiance,  the  authority  of 
the  Qovernment  should  be  suslsioed  or  not'?  If 
tbe  acts  of  the  Oovernment  were  placed  at  defi- 
Congress  had  but  to  decide  instantly  to 
entorce  tbem  by  arms,  or  to  abolish  them.  Did 
they  mean  to  hesitate  between  advancing  andre- 
liringl  If  you  mean  lo  retire,  do  it  whilst  you 
Iran  ;  whilst  it  will  seem  to  be  an  attention  to 
[he  wishes  and  Bufferio?!  of  the  community,  in- 
stead of  giving  those  who  set  your  laws  at  defi- 
ance, the  signal  of  your  defeat,  and  the  evidence 
of  their  triumph.  Mr.  D.  asked  if  gentlemen 
bad  estimated  what  would  lake  place  between 
this  day  and  (be  first  day  of  June?  Did  they 
conceive  the  force  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
employ  to  enforce  tbe  laws'!  Before  they  deci- 
ded that  point  it  would  be  well  to  pause.  Did 
gentlemen  recollect  how  much  danger  menaced 
the  sentiment  of  attachment  to  their  country, 
when  foreign  induieences  (as  tbe  liberty  of  trad- 
ing derived  from  the  contiguity  of  the  British 
provinces)  are  given  to  tbe  citizens  of  any  poi^ 
tion  of  a  country  which  refuses  to  allow  (hem 
those  privileges  1  Need  I  remind  gentlemen  of 
-  '  istance  illustrative  of  ray  idea?  When 
iffation  of  the  Mississippi  was  at  the 
id  of  the  Spaniards,  before  the  trealr  of 
San  Lorenzo  was  carried  into  effect,  recollect 
the  opportunity  which  that  state  of  things  gave 
the  agents  of  the  Spanish   Government,  fot 


that  s 

so  far  drawn  aside  from  their  attachment  to  the 
Union  as  to  give  countenance  to  the  intrigue ; 
and  the  fact  having  come  to  light,  tbe  public  atl- 
tborily  of  one  of  tbe  States  (Kentucky)  have 
undertaken  the  examination  and  investigation  of 
the  subject.  I'speakof  this  not  as  a  reprcncb, 
but  as  an  illustration  of  the  temptation  which 
is  offered  to  any  portion  of  tbe  people,  having  an 
outlet  through  a  river  in  the  possession  of  a  for- 
eign Power,  which  is  denied  tbem  by  their  olm 
Qovernment.  I  will  not  pursue  the  object,  sir; 
for  it  is  unpleasant  (o  dwell  on  subjects  wliicU 
may  even  lend  to  jeopardize  the  Union.  Bot  1 
deem  it  useless  to  rely  on  tbe  patriotism  of  the. 
people,  when  the  GkivernmenI  forgets  the  oement 
of  patriotism.  What  is  country  ?  That  portion 
of  the  globe  where  we  have  friends,  freedom, 
and  protection.  It  is  the  reciprocation  of.good 
offices,  which  is  [lie  cemeotof  private  friendship. 
It  is  tbe  reciprocation  of  protection  and  support.' 
between  the  Qovernment  and  individnal— a  re-: 
ciprocatiou  of  benefits,  which  is  tbe  cement  of  ■ 
atlegiance.  But,  air,  when  the  power  of  the 
Government  is  exerted  merely  to  check  the  ordi- 
nary industry  of  the  community,  when  tbe  people 
feel  the  power  of  their  Oovernment  in  beins 
blockaded  in  port  by  it,  instead  of  being  protected 
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against  blockade  by  aa  eoemy,  what  muat  be 
their  feeliog?  -  Pairioiism  is  too  piecioas  a  feeU 
ing  10  make  many  experimeDis  upon  it.  Really, 
sir,  I  should  not  wish  to  I[D0tr,'iii  relatioD  ti} 
maay  of  my  fellow-ciiiiens,  what  would  be  ibe 
extreme  point  to  which  their  pHtnotism  could  b« 
■tretehed.  There  appears  (o  be  reason  to  appre- 
hend thai  the  reins  of  OoTerDmenl  are  already 
falliDK  in  the  bands  of  Qot-ernment.  I  should, 
therefore,  wish  my  countrymen  lo  be  no  lougei 
exposed  lo  beiag  alienated  from  their  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  QoveromeDl  should  not  be 
placed  in  a  situation  to  have  its  acts  set  a 

Mr.  Tiiotip  observed  that  he  could  doI  set  ..._ 
propriety  or  expediency  of  fixing  on  a  day  be- 
yond the  adjournment  of  the  preient  Congress, 
on  which  this  change  of  measures  should  take 
place.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  if?  It 
could  be  considered  in  no  other  point  of  view 
than  as  a  declaration  of  war,  to  be  binding  on 
the  next  Congress,  The  mere  declaration  could 
not  be  considered  as  adding  coercion  to  our  mea- 
snres ;  for  whatever  honor  foreign  nations  might 
poiseu,  (and  he  believed  they  posiessed  litile  in- 
deed of  that,)  they  certainly  did  possess  courage, 
and  were  not  lo  be  frightened  into  an  accomrao- 
daiion  with  us  by  snch  a  threat.  But  the  meas- 
ure was  aot  obligatory  and  biodiog  on  the  next 
Congress,  even  admitting  that  it  should  be  com- 
posed of  the  identical  individuals  who  composed 
the  preseot  Congress.  There  was  no  authority 
in  the  Constituiiou  by  which  we  could  bind 
them,  aaleu  indeed  this  declaration  involved  a 
matter  of  contract.  And  to  be  pure,  he  said,  it 
might  be  considered  in  some  sort  a  matter  of  eon- 
tract;  a  political  contract  of  a  singular  quality — 
a  contract  between  this  great  Government  and 
an  nnruly  faction  in  New  England,  which  threat- 
ened opposition  to  the  laws,  and  was  breaking 
out  into  rebellion.  Yes,  sir,  *aid  Mr,  T.,  you 
come  out  with  a  solemn  measure,  and  tell  them 
if  they  will  forbear  lo  rebel  until  the  first  day  of 
Jane  next,  yon  will  agree  to  issue  lettefa  of 
matqae.  It  is  an  invasion  even  of  ibe  powers  of 
the  next  Congress,  supposing  it  to  be  composed 
of  the  same  men  as  constitute  the  present  Con- 
gress, to  bind  them  to  declare  war,  not  under  the 
eiTcumitances  then  existing,  but  under  those 
which  existed  at  the  time  you  were  pleased  to 
enter  into  this  declaration.  But  not  only  will 
this  measure  not  be  obligatory,  but  it  is  very  pos- 
sible that  the  next  Congress  may  be  as  diSerani 
in  its  composition  from  the  present,  as  the  pres- 
ent Congress  is  from  the  Junto  of  Spain,  or  the 
Btitiih  Parliament,  In  every  point  of  view, 
therefore,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  conceived  it  a  futile 
proposition. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  was  opposed  to  postponing  the  re- 
peal of  the  embargo  iiU  the  first  day  of  June;  for 
'  which  he  assigned  the  same  reason  which  be 

^ve  before  for  proposing  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
it  was  so  extremely  oppressive  as  to  excite  dit- 
conte&t  and  rebellion,  its  extremely  unfavorable 
effects  to  ourselves  would  be  a  sufficient  reason 
bv  iia  repeal,    Mr.  M.  aatd,  that  although  he 


would  fix  a  day  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  he 
could  not  carry  hiscivilily  tothebelligercDiisarir 
as  to  give  them  notice  on  what  day  we  would  cDm> 
menee  war  against  Jbem.  Were  we  in  lueh  a 
situation  that  we  could  instantly  bid  defiance  to 
Great  Britain  1  When  war  eomef,  said  he,  it  will 
be  proper  to  consider  whether  it  be  politic,  proper, 
and  necessary  1  If  it  be  politic,  and  the  natiao 
cannot  continue  out  of  it  without  a  sacrifice  of 
its  honor,  then  let  ua  have  it,  and  not  take  it  in 
this  manner,  declariag  to  the  belligerents  tbit  if 
ihey  do  not  come  forward  on  a  certain  day  we 
will  commence  hostiliiin  against  them.  The 
next  Congress  will  be  better  able  to  decide  what 
will  be  proper  on  the  first. day  of  June  than  we 
can  now  do ;  and  if  we  are  not  instanily  (o  go  to 
war,  it  will  be  decorous,  wise,  and  right  tn  us  to 
let  the  question  rest  till  the  next  Congress  come 
here  in  the  end  of  May,  and  leave  the  respoosi- 


liliiy 


'iih  then 


was  embarrassed  on  a  topic  on  which  he  had  t. 
legislate,  he  confessed  that  his  was.  He  saw  a 
measure  and  a  system  which  he  thought  suscep- 
tible of  the  clearest  demonstration  to  be  more 
warlike  than  war  itself,  a  system  which  preserved 
this  nation  in  peace  and  happiness,  about  to  be 
abandoned,  and  for  (be  causes  which  bad  been  as- 
signed. When  the  late  intelligeoce  had  reached 
him  from  the  northeast,  be  said,  it  had  borne  a 
characlermostdislreasful  to  every  man  who  valued 
the  imegiity  of  the  Qovcrnment.  it  appeared  to 
him  tobeofsuchacharacleiasnottoleaveadonbt 
as  to  what  course  should  be  pursued.  There 
could  be  bat  two  courses,  either  to  extend  the 
strong  arm  of  Government,  or  to  abandon  the  law. 
Under  that  imprewion,  (said  Mr.  W.,  }  choosing 
not  to  enforce  the  law  with  the  bayonet,  I  ihotighl 
it  proper  lo  acknowledge  to  the  House  that  I  was 
ready  to  abandon  the  embargo.  1  did  talk  about 
ioiiurgency  and  rebellion  too,  sir ;  and  the  reproof 
which  I  received  from  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  RowaH)  was  correct;  that  the  beat 
way  to  drive  people  into  rebellioit  is  lo  accuae 
them  of  it.  Perhaps,  sir,  I  ought  to  apologize  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nichoi^ab)  for 
calling  up  this  subject,  when  the  resolution  was 
proposed  by  him,  and  be  was  not  disposed  u 
call  it  up.  I  applied  to  him  to  call  it  up,  and  un- 
'  iiood  that  it  would  be  diaagreeable  to  him  on 
lunt  of  his  indispoiilion.  But  1  felt  mysvlf 
obliged  to  call  it  up,  and  not  to  permit  such  a 
proposition  tolieon  the  table  beyond  the  moment 
when  I  could  get  to  act  on  it.  Like  thegenilemen 
from  PennsylvaDia  and  Georgia  I  am  dispoaed 
that  we  should  act  for  ourselves  and  not  lor  (he 
next  Congress.  To  me,  sir,  the  embargo  always 
appeared  a  blessing  to  this  country.  True,  it 
has  always  operated  to  prevent  us  from  mafcing 
money,  but  that  was  all  that  was  injurious  in  its 
operation  ;  and,  sir,  I  was  so  much  of  a  fool,  bad 
so  little  knowledge  of  human  nature, as  ta  believe 
that  there  was  patriotism  enough,  love  of  eoaauf 
enough,  pride  enough  in  the  nation  to  indace  iu 
freemen  to  be  willing  to  abstain  from  making 
money,  for  the  good  of  ibe  nation.    1  have  beea 
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egttgiontij  misukeii,  air ;  I  thought  I  waa  l^jiala- 
ting  for  freemcQ  who  value  ihejr  rights;  that, 
whiiEt  [hey  were  the  only  peopl«  in  the  world 
(rnaied  with  htdu  to  defend  ibemaelves,  (hey 
would  hare  icorned  to  take  money  for  the  proati- 
taiioa  oTtheir  country.  1  did  not  think  ibere  was 
a  man  in  the  patioa  who  would  act  the  pert  of  a 
pimp  10  his  mother.  It  baa  been  so,  however;  and 
dreadful,  cruel,  muai  be  the  (ormentt  of  those  who 
bare  been  accessary  to  it.    ■ 

[Mr.  Williams  here  went  at  considerabla 
length  into  an  examination  of  ibe  ar^menls  of 
Mr.  PiTElN,  oa  Saturday  Iisl.ia  reply  (o  >  former 
speech  of  Ml.  W.  on  the  subject  of  ihe  emharf;a.] 
We  have  but  EmaU  choice  of  courses  to  pur- 
sue, said  Mr.  Williams.  One  course  is  lo  admit 
foreign  vessels  into  our  ports  as  long  as  the  em- 
bargo continues.  Now,  though  I  do  believe  that 
we  should  be  perfectly  Justifiable  in  enforcing  the 
embargo  and  suffering  foreign  vessels  to  come  and 
take  away  our  produee,  as  a  puniahmeDt  to  a  cer- 
tain class  of  men  in  the  country  for  their  ireason- 
able  conduct;  yet,  sir,  Ugislaling  ftir  a  whole  na- 
tion, not  for  «uy  particular  elasi,  I  cannot  consent 
to  that. 

Another  course  is  that  recommended  by  a  gen- 
lleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Garoemibr,)  to  go 
back  and  undo  all  you  have  done.  Will  you  tread 
back  your  Eteps  and  go  back  with  hint  lo  Jay's 
Treaty  1  I  have'no  hesiialioa  in  saying  that,  if 
we  were  even  placed  in  the  situalioo  in  which 
we  ihen  were,  I  would  not  accept  of  it.  That 
treaty  carried  a  fealure  in  i(  which  ought  to 
have  damned  it  at  the  first  view.  It  took  property 
from  one  portion  of  (he  community  to  pay  for 
advaoiages  to  the  other.  Yes,  sir,  it  did.  You 
kno-w  that  a  solemn  stipulation  was  made  in  a 
treaty  of  peace,  to  pay  us  for  (he  property  which 
ihey  bad  iiolen  from  us;  and  you  and  the  House 
know  it  was  treated  away  to  secure  commero'"' 
advantages;  and  yet,  (bank  Qod,  the  Soutbi 
Slatea  did  not  rise  in  rebellion  against  it. 

We  must  select  either  a  continuance  of  (he  e 

bargo  or  war,  sir.    If  ever  there  were  a  number  of 

meD  inthis  world  who  bad  the  destiaieaof  a  nation 

in  their  grasp,  the  oppoailiouitts  to  the  embargo 

bare  that  high  power.    There  cannot  bea  doubt, 

ir  excitement  bad  not  been  made,  ar  if  afier  it 

-was  made  it  had  been  allayed  by  those  who  ex- 

cited  it — and,  sir,  I  have  do  wisji  now  (o  excite  a 

disa^i^Mhle  seosation  in  the  breast  of  any  man ; 

for  I  bare  said  enough  on  this  head  heretofore — 

if  tb«y  would  now  attempt  lo  allay  the  fervor 

iDsceHO  of  increasing  ii,  ihai  it  would  be  put 

down  ;  and'if  put  down,  there  Dannat  be  a  doubt 

t>ut    we  should  be  preserved  in  peace,  and  gain 

atipulaiions  of  peace  honorable  to  our  couniry. 

p€*F  Ood's  sake,  let  me  c(»ijure  gentlemen  not  to 

fyrg^^  ihat  we  have  a  country.    If  they  repeal 

the     embargo   (hty   must   support   war,  because 

tbear    character — yes,  sir,  their  aharacter  as  i — 

Iffviog  their  country  is  at  stake.    Will  you  d: 

us  to  a  repeal  of  (he  erubaxgo,  and  make  no  re- 

0i^U(.(Bce?     Are  you  ready  to  lie  down  quietly 

ua^^''  the  impoaiiioos  laid  upon  you  1.  You  have 

driven  Qsfroin  the  embargo...  The  eioitements 


in  the  East  render  it  necessary  (hat  we  should  en- 
force the  embargo  with  the  bayonet  or  repeal  it. 
I  will  repeal  il — and  I  could  weep  over  it  more 
than  over  a  lost  child.  If  you  do  not  resisi,  you 
re  DO  longer  a  nation — you  dare  not  call  your- 
ilfso — you  are  the  merest  vassals  conceivable, 
ir,  if  (gentlemen  will  not  support  us  in  a  war, 
nd  I  give  fair  notice  that  if  we  take  off  the  em- 
bargolam  for  war — they  must  support  it,  or  they 
wilT  sink  the  character  of  (he  nation.  If  tfaty 
'ill  support  neither  war  or  embargo,  if  (hey  de- 
stroy the  effect  of  both,  I  ask  you,  sir,  does  not 
irosiitution  of  the  character  of  the  country' 
t  their  doors?  If  tbey  mean  submission,! 
will  (bant  them  to  say  so.  It  somehow  or  other 
happens  that  Republicans  are  thought  to  ba 
fiiendly  to  France,  and  Federalists  to  Great  BH- 
tain.  I  believe  neither  imputation  lo  be  correct 
to  the  exteitt  lo  which  it  is  carried.  But  it  is  a 
fact  that  (he  Briiish  ear  is  open'  to  that  side  of 
the  question  sooner  than  to  ns.  Now,  sir,  1  ap- 
peal to  the  minority,  who  hold  the  destinies  of 
the  nation  in  their  grasp,  for  they  can  enforce 
embargo  without  tbe  bayonet — I  beg  them,  if 
tbey  will  Dot  declare  war,  that  they  will  do  the 
best  tbey  can  for  their  country.  If  avarice  b(w 
so  seixed  on  our  hearts,  as  to  lake  away  wholly 
the  love  of  country,  (and  assuredly  it  has  if  we 
skibmit)  for  Qod's  sake  let  me  entreat  gentlemen 
10  make  the  best  terms  they  can  (ar  us,  lo  secura 
the  kind  protection  of  the  British-  Oovernment 
IE — to  procQreus  (he  miserable  boon  that  the 
in  us  may  be  collected  here  without  com- 
pelliog  us  to  go  to  Britain  to  pay  it.  Sir,  the 
blood  which  runs  through  my  veius,  tells  me  I 
was  not  bora  to  be  a  British  subject ;  i(  (eIIb  me 
that  the  opposition  to  as  mmt  nave  sucked  the 
same  milk— that  we  are  of  the  same  family. 
Then  let  us  with  one  heart  and  hand  take  bold  of 
But,  says  tbe  gentleman  from  Conneciicut, 
(Mr.  Tallh«i>OS,)  what  will  yon  gain  by  it?  It  ia 
not  money,  sir,  I  want.  You  lose  money  by  a  war, 
bul  you  gain  yoor  right*;  you  gain  the  chance 
of  dying  hooorably  in  your  country's  defence  in- 
stead of  lubmittiog,  without  resistance,  and  that 
will  be  a  consolation  to  thousands,  if  their  cotm- 
try  is  to  be  disgraced.  Yes,  sir,  solemn  as  the 
re&eciion  is,  if  we  take  off  the  embargo  1  am  for 
war,  and  I  hope  tbe  whole  House  will  be  for  it. 
It  is  true  that  it  brings  along  with  it  miseries  with- 
out number.  You  will  see  fear,  despair,  and  all 
thefamilyordJs(resses,driviDg  ruthlessly  over  the 
country.  But  it  will  be  infinitely  less  of  suffer- 
ing to  die  in  defence  of  the  country  than  to  live 
in  bondage.  I  will  not  submit.  1  will  plunge 
into  the  gulf,  and  I  hope  every  man  will  loUow 
me,  when  we  have  lost  our  mantle  of  peace,  the 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  proper,  if  gentlemen  talk- 
ed of  dying  for  their  country,  that  they  should 
die  usefully  ;  for,  really,  tbe  mere  dying  could  be 
of  no  service  whatever  to  the  country.  He  said 
be  waa  not  dispoaed,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  a  dia- 
cusaton  of  tbe  embargo  subject  generally;  but  he 
would  state  one  general  poaitioo,  viz :  4hat  the  ex- 
isliug  policy  is  a  aoveliy  in  the  history  of  hamaa 
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socieif .  From  the  »rlje(t  period  of  (iine,  Mr.  D. 
uij,  there  were  do  proofs  ihai  tlie  syitem  ever 
did,  or  ever  coulJ  produce  ihe  ercoK  which  geo- 
tlemen  prophesied.  Wben,  iheii,  this  was  hp  ut- 
ter novelty  oo  earth,  when  gentlemen  proposed  ■ 
coune  never  known  to  aavBge  or  civilized  life, 
were  they  not  bound,  specificalif,  to  itate  facis 
incODtestable  in  support  of  it?  And  what,  said 
Mr,  D.,  have  they  done?  Avowed  a  general, 
btoad,  poLtiieal  faitb,  and  wholesale  predietions 
ihat  it  will  produce  an  efiecl,  in  defiance  of  all 
experience.  And,  am  I  bound  to  lay,  wheo  fea- 
tlemen  come  forward  thus,  that  the  plan  will  »ac- 
ceed?  The  thing  is  against  y ou,  iir.  No  ardor 
of  patriotism,  intrepidity  of  courage,  or  excess  of 
deyotioo,  could  maVe  it  effectual.  He  said  that 
IR  contest  was  so  unequal,  in  ibe  nature  of 
things,  that  the  United  States  could  not  sucneed 
in  it.  Nothing  but  luperhnmali  aid  could  make 
it  succeed.  When  genilemea  came  to  examine 
into  facts,  it  would  be  found  cbal  they  omitted  to 
examine  the  bearing  of  the  thing,  in  general,  or 
in  detail.  When  bad  any  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  or  any  member  or  eilber  House  of  Con- 

Sress,  undertaken  to  give  a  view  of  the  relative 
ependence  of  the  countries  of  the  world  upon 
each  otherl  As  far  as  commerce  is  etseullal  to 
the  eiisteoce  of  Oreai  Britain,  said  Mr.  D..  even 
DOW  she  has  ihe  whole  world  before  her.  As  far 
ea  commerce  is  eMeacial  to  our  existence,  the 
whole  world  is  shut  to  us  by  ibe  embargo.  Bveo 
■ay  that  Britain  loses  oae-fourth  of  her  revenue, 
we  lose  the  whole  of  oQrs.  They  lose  a  part, 
but  a  moderate  part,  indeed,  of  their  commerce, 
whilst  we  lose  the  whole.  The  embargo  can- 
not succeed,  is  the  nature  of  thinn ;  and,  I  am 
not  astonished  that  you  do  not  find  it,  in  any  of 
the  diplomaiio  correspoo deuce,  stated  as  a  meas- 
ure o(^  coercion,  because  it  would  be  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  prove  it  to  be  so.  What  are  you  to  operate 
on  foieigc  Gorernments  by  this  measure?  Fam- 
ine and  insurrection  are  to  be  your  chosen  troops, 
your  aaxiliaries  to  overturn  tbeir  systems.  You 
tssail  them  by  famine,  which  is  to  call  up  insvr- 
reeiion.  This  is,  1  ihiuk,  the  language  of  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  embargo.  And,  can  1  wonder  that 
it  is  never  spoken  of  in  our  oi&cial  diplomatic 
eorrespoodence  as  a  meaiure  of  hostility  1  '  Mr. 
D.  said  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  embargo  had 
ever  been  laid,  and  peculiarly  uafortuoate  that  it 
had  been  continued.  Did  not  gentlemen  already 
say  that  a  faction,  a  miserable  faction,  put  the 
Oovernment  at  defiance?  Were  the  reins  of 
Qovernment  held  by  such  trembling  hands?  If 
lebellioQ  exists,  said  he,  do  you  hesiiace  a  moment 
to  give  orders  to  your  battalions  to  march  and 
put  it  down?  If  you  will  not  to  do  this, at  once 
t^al  the  statutes  which  give  offence.  [Mr. 
Bassbtt  asked  to  whom  ihey  gave  offence?]  I 
cm  speakittg  of  the  obaoxious  statutes  which  are 
put  at  defiance,  said  Mr.  D.  For  what  possible 
use  can  they  be  longer  continued  ? 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  thought  that  the  days  of 
ancient  chivalry  had  not  returned  yet.  Time  had 
been  when  the  cbampiona  of  old  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  have  felM  and  tourDaments,  and  fix  days 


of  battle  for  eaeh  other,  aometimeaaa  hundred  oa 
each  tide.  This  was  a  species  of  private  war ;  a 
nplendid  display  of  personal  conrage.  Bnt,  to 
talk  of  one  nation  giving  a  dar  to  another  to 
meet  it  in  baitle.  was  a  thing  which,  be  said,  lie 
bad  not  expected  to  tee  in  these  days.  Did  geo- 
temeuexpect,after  Great  Britain  and  Francrhad 
been  wading  through  blood  for  years  past,  that 
(hey  would  be  awed  inlo  a  compliance  with  our 
wishes?  Wiib  whomsoever  we  fought,  Mr.  D. 
said,  we  should  find  oo  contemptible  foe.  The 
bravest  of  our  troops  might  say,  when  ihey  bad 
been  victorious,  ibat  it  was  an  honor  to  be  victo- 
rious over  sucb  men  as  those.  This  belligerent 
hypothesis,  said  Mr.  D. ;  this  coniiogent  decltia- 
tion  of  war;  this  verbal  fighting,  without  aeiaal 
preparation,  will  produce  little  effect.  Foreign 
naiiona  cannot  then  concede  what  yre  demand, 
without  appearing  to  deprecate  oar  anger;  and 
they  will  scarcely  do  that.  Bat,  the  question  is 
not  now,  which  nation  is  wrong.  Great  Britain 
or  France;  but,  what  will  be  the  most  service- 
able to  my  country  ?  The  motion  under  coiisiJ< 
eratioa  does  not  seem  to  promise  any  beneficial 
effect,  and  therefore,  I  sha'l  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  this  was  certainly'  a 
qnestion  of  no  ordinary  magnilDde,  and  he  had 
understood,  from  the  most  direct  source  of  in- 
formation, that  the  gentleman  who  had  brou^t 
forward  this  motion,  (Mr.  Nichoi.as,)  was  ex- 
tremely indisposed.  He  could  wish,  for  one,  to 
hear  what  the  genlleman  had  to  say  in  support  of 
bis  motion,  and  with  that  view  moved  that  the 
Committee  now  rise.    Carried. 


TDiao^i,  January  31. 

Mr,  MuHroBD  presented  memorials  and  remon- 
irancea  of  the  cilEZens  of  the  HrsI,  second, and  fiAh 
wards  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  meetings  heJd 
by  the  said  citizens,  resj>ectively  slating  cerinrn 
hardships  and  inconveniences  to  which  the  me- 
morialists and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  city 
and  Slate  bavebeen,  and  are  now  siibjeeted,in  con- 
sequence of  theoperalion  ofa  late  act  of  Congress 
more  effectually  to  enforce  the  several  cmbarso 
laws  of  the  United  Biates;  and  praying,  for  the 
reasons  therein  set  forth,  an  immediate  repeal  of 
the  said  act. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  NicB' 
OLAB  and  Mr.  Bacon,  on  the  tweniy-roanb  and 
twenty-seventh  instant. 

Mr.  Bah 8 BTT,  one  of  the  members  for  the  Stan 
of  Virginia,  presented  to  the  House  certain  papeis 
in  relation  to  a  violation  of  the  several  laws  lay- 
ing an  embarffo  upon  all  shi]M  and  vesscU  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  by  the  offieera  and  crew 
of  the  schooner  Caroline,  of  Norfolk,  and  owned 
by  Daniel  Sanford  and  John  Hipkins,  Tormerly 
trading  under  the  copartnership  of  BuUer  Cotke 
and  Daniel  Sanford;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbonm,  that  the  farther  con- 
sideration ofa  bill  sent  fiom  the  Senate,  eniiilad 
''Ad  act  making  appropriatioaa  to  complete  the 
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fottificKtioas  eomnieaced  for  the  security  of  the 
•eipoit  towus  and  harborn  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  defray  the  expense  of  deeprning  and  ei- 
iCDdiDg  to  the  river  Misaiasippi  the  canal  of  Ca- 
rondelel,"  be  postponed  iodeBmlelf ;  and  the  qaet- 
tioa  being  put  thereon,  il  was  resolTed  in  the  af- 
firmatire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Basbdtt,  that  the  farciier 
ooosid^raiion  of  the  bill,  eutitkd  "An  act  author- 
izing the  appoint  tuent  and  employment  of  an  ad- 
ditional  number  of  navy  officers,  seamen,  and 
mariues,"  together  with  the  amendnients  of  the 
Senate  thereto,  be  poflponed  indefinitely :  the 
question  wu  laiteii  thereupea.aDd  reiotred  in  the 
affirniatiTe. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  tbe  time  for  making  payment  for 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  was  referred,  on  tbe  tweaty-third 
of  NoreiobeT  laet,  a  report  of  tbe  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  made  the  twenty-first  of  the 
aatne  month,  on  a  meEaorial  of  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
reaeaiatiTes  of  tbe  Mississippi  Territory. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindextbr,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  two  resolutions  proposea  by 
bim,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  on  the  twenty-sixth  instant;  and  the  same 
being  again  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
Raolted,  That  (ha  Uomniittee  on  the  Pnbhc  Lands 
be  inltructed  to  inquire  into  the  slpodiency  of  establiah- 
ing  a  land  office  far  the  nale  of  the  lands  of  tbe  Unitad 
States,  east  of  the  Red  river,  and  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, in  the  Tanitor?  of  Orleans ;  and  that  they  havs 
leaTe  to  report  thereon  bj  bill  or  othsrwise. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblic  Lands 
be  iaBtructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  eipediency  of  panting 
the  right  of  pre-emplion,  in  certain  cases,  to  actual 
pettier*  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  \  and  that  thej  have 
laaTB  to  repcrt  thereon  by  bill,  or  otharwisa. 

A  division  of  the  question  thereon  was  called 
for  by  Mr.  Bassett  ;  whereupon,  the  qnestion  be- 
ins  taken  thai  tbe  House  do  agree  to  the  first  re- 
solution, as  originally  proposed,  it  was  resolved  in 
tbe  affirmative. 

The  second  resoluiion  was,  on  tbe  question 
put  Iherenpon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 
HeasTs.  Vabnom,  Seavbr,  Cooe,Ilslbt,Bah- 
KEs,  Cdttb,  and  Gseeh,  preienied  petitions  from 
▼arious  towns  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  re- 
moDBtrating against  the  mode  in  which  tbe  late 
election  of  Electors  was  conducted  in  that  Slate. 
Mr.  CnTTS  moved,  as  (he  time  was  fast  ap- 
proaching when  it  would  be  necessary  to  decide 
on  the  subject  of  these  petitions,  a  reference  of 
all  the  peiitions  on  this  subject  to  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses;  which  was  withdrawn 
to  make  way  for  a  resolotioa  to  the  same  effect 
offered  by  Mr.  Baook,  which  was  agreed  to  iti 
tbe  following  words : 

*<  Renbied,  That  a  commitlae  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  jointly  I  with  such  as  the  bonorable  Senate  may 
Joivt  be  qipointed  fbc  the  ptupose  of  taking  into  eon-  . 


■ideration  the  several  memorials  from  aondr;  of  tba 
citiiena  of  the  State  of  Maaaachusetts,  remonstrating 
against  the  mode  in  ithieh  the  appointment  of  Elector* 
for  President  and  Vice  President  baa  been  proceeded 
Is  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  of  eaid  Slate,  as  irre- 
gular and  unconititutionaj;  and  praying  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Slatea,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
ealAblishment  of  so  dangerous  a  precedent ;  and  that 
said  conuDlllee  do  eiomioe  die  matter  of  said  memo- 
rials, sndreport  their  opinion  thereupon  lo  both  Homes. 

"  Ordered,  That  die  Clerk  of  this  House  do  carry  to 
tbe  Senate  the  several  memorials  aboveinentioned,  and 
desire  their  cancunence  in  tbe  aforesaid  resolution." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  proposed  resolution 
and  order  do  lie  on  the  table. 

PREPARATION  FOR  WAR. 

Tbe  House  agaiu  went  into  Committee  of  tha 

Whole  on  Mr. 'NicHO[.Ae's  resolution;  and  the 

question  pending  being  on  a  motion  to  insert  in 

toe  blank,  tbe  first  day  of  June— ^ 

Mr.  Key  hoped  the  blank  in  tbe  resolation 
would  not  be  filled  wiih  the  first  day  of  June 
tieit,  because  the  eircomsiancea  of  the  couDlry 
required  the  embargo  to  be  earlier  repealed,  or 
aucb  measures  to  be  lakeo  as  would  enforce  its  due 
execution.  Before  the  first  day  of  June  arrives, 
said  he,  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the 
embargo,  four  months  would  intervene;  during 
which  lime,  if  the  same  opposition  to  the  Bast 
which  existed  now  should  still  prevail,  the  ooon- 
try  would  be  in  a  very  extraordinary  situation. 
If  we  coniinue  tbe  law,  I  shall  be  amoug  those 
who  would  rigidly  etiforee  ii.  for  I  have  no  idea' 
of  being  dictated  to  by  any  section  of  the  Union. 
But,  as  I  believe,  from  the  accounts  which  ate  re- 
ceived, that  we  cannot  enforoe  it  without  a  meaa- 
re  much  worse  in  its  effecte  than  tbe  cook- 
iiences  which  mtgbi  be  supposed  to  result  from 
.king  it  off  earlier,  I  should,  therefore,  be  in 
favor  of  the  earliest  day  possible.  We  ought  not 
resort  to  an  exertion  of  the  authoritv  of  this 
ion  for  four  months,  nor  to  continue  tne  meas- 
__j  so  long;  as  to  exile  that  sentiment  which  will 
certainly  follow  tbe  enforcement  of  that  measure, 
~~  pt  some  great  advantage  be  expected  from  it, 
>oIianed  for  that  lime.  There  was  another 
reason  why,  he  said,  an  earlier  day  should  be 
Sxed.  If  the  House  should  not  think  proper  to 
lake  off  the  embargo  daring  this  session,  a  new 
representation  would  have  met  here  nine  daya 
previous  to  theday  mentioned.  The  present  Con- 
gress ought  10  leave  tbe  next  Congress  free  to  act, 
with  more  information  than  this  Congress  could 
josaess,  because  they  would  have  it  in  their  power 
o  avail  themselves  of  the  intermediate  intorma- 
tioo.  As  to  that  pan  of  the  proposition  which 
related  to  the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  therefore, 
tbe  day  proposed  was  too  distant.  As  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  proposition,  which,  he  presumed, 
was  (o  be  taken  in  continuity  with  the  former,  il 
was  still  worse,  it  was  giving  notice  to  the  bel- 
ligerenis,  of  a  disposition,  within  a  particular  pe- 
riod, to  do  what  it  is  not  incur  power  to  perform  i 
because,  the  function*  of  this  House  ceasing  be 
fore  that  period,  the  light  of  deteimining  the 
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coane  to  be  pursoed,  depended  on  the  decisioi 
the  Dew  TepreseDtaiioa.     It  was  impossible. 
Mid,  lo  anticipate  the  line  of  conduct  wbich 
would  then   be  pursued.     If  the  embargo  be  not 
remoTci)   before  the  close  of  tbe  present  session, 
he  hoped,  at  least,  that  the  blaok  would  be  BUed 
with  tbe  day  anterior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress.   He  called  upon  genllemeo  to  know  wheth- 
ei  they  would  keep  il  on  without  enforcing  it ; 
and,  he  asked,  whether  an  enforcement  for  foar 
months  was  worth  tbe  adTaoiages  which  geo' 
tlemen  sapposed  its  coatiDuaoee  would  afford  7 
He  hoped  that  tbe  blank  would  oat  ba  filled 
proposed. 

Mr.  DuBELL  hoped  that  the  blank  would  not  be 
filled  with  the  first  day  of  June.  If  the  measure 
of  embargo  wa9  to  be  changed  for  aootber,  he 
said  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  change  should  be 
prociastiaated.  He  hoped  it  would  take  place  at 
■o  early  a  period  as  would  give  an  equal  chance 
to  all  the  parts  in  the  country.  We  hare  heard 
much,  raid  he,  on  this  floor,  in  reluiioa  to  tbe  op- 
position, in  a  certain  section  of  the  Union,  to  the 
embargo  laws.  I  think  many  obserTations  ha*e 
been  made  on  this  floor,  in  relation  to  tbe  embargo 
laws,  which  cannot  be  justiGed  by  facts.  I  hi 
been  mterly  astonished  at  a  declaration  in  a  ne' 
paper,  ('■The  Monitor,")  of  this  morning,  » 
"The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Eaa|. 
'delegation  in  Congress  hare  openly  asserted 
'  that  no  laws  passed  by  the  Qeneral  Crovernment 
'  will  be  deemed  oblisatory  by  their  constituents, 
'  if  Ifaey  should  interfere  with  their  local  pursuits 
'and  adrantages.  Thev  publicly  consider  the 
'  embargo  law  as  a  d.;ad  letter,"  Ac.  Now,  '  ' 
wholly  and  utterly  disarowiuch  an  opinion ;  auu, 
I  think  that  a  printer  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
should  not  be  permitted  to  make  such  statements, 
when  unwarranted  by  facts. 

The  majority  of  the  New  England  delegation 
hare  not  staled  on  this  floor  that  no  laws  passed 
by  the  General  QoTernmeDt  will  be  obligatory,  if 
conflicting  with  their  local  advaBtages.  It  is  a 
scandalous  libel  on  that  majority.  By  letters  I 
karn  that  the  late  supplementary  embargo  taw 
is  oot  generally  approred  ;  that  soma  few  hare 

Bine  so  far  as  to  pronounce  it  UDConstitutional. 
ut  that  a  majority  of  the  people  possess  the  senti- 
menCs  ascribed  to  them  in  this  paper  is  wholly 
false  and  ualrue.  DeclaralioDs  of  this  sort  have 
a  pernicious  effect  on  the  community.  As  re- 
spects ibe  State  which  I  in  part  represent,  (New 
Elampsbire.)  there  is  no  opposition  to  the  embar- 
go laws.  Not  a  petition  has  been  presented  to 
either  branch  of  the  National  Legislature  for  the 
repeal  of  those  laws,  or  exprewing  bdv  seotiment 
in  relation  to  them,  although  ihey  suffer  as  much 
as  their  neighbors  in  Massac huaeiis.  The  people 
(tbe  Republicans  at  least)  are,  if  I  know  any- 
ihiog  of  their  sentiments,  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  law  ;  thev  have  gone  with  the  QoTernment 
from  first  lo  last.  Is  it  justifiable  then,  air,  that 
■  primer  in  the  District  of  Columbia  should  say 
thai  the  people  of  New  England  will  oppose 
your  laws  7    It  is  unJDStifiable  and  abominable. 


Ut.  RsHA,  of  Tennes 


—With  mors  eoibar- 


lind  I  attempt  to  nialre  some  obsei- 
vatiouson  the  subject  beforethe  Committee,  than 
St  any  time  heretofore,  when  I  bare  had  tbe 
honor  of  submitting  any  obserrations  on  any  sub- 
ject, during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  The 
reagon  is,  that  it  is  not  determined  what  measare 
shall  be  substituted  for  the  embargo,  if  it  shall  be 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  lo  hear  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Durell)  s» 
posiitrely  contradicting  an  assertion  which  he 
read  from  a  newspaper.  What  the  gentleman  said 
ought  to  be  taken/or  a  good  omen,  portending  that 
the  few  citizens  in  the  Eastern  States  "who  hire 
been  disposed,  somehow  or  other,  not  to  pay  pro- 
per respect  to  the  embargo  laws,  are  retnrniag 
to  the  practice  of  those  principles  of  e%metaem 
on  which  the  safety  of  this  nation  miist  depend. 
This  is  in  unison  with  my  own  opinion  respect* 
ing  the  citizens  of  that  section  of  the  Unioa- 
Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  about  in- 
surrection aod  opposition  to  the  laws,  so  as  to 
endanger  the  United  States,  1  cannot  induce  my- 
self to  consider  it  in  a  serious  point  of  riew; 
positire  facts  must  be  prored  to  me,  before  my 
belief  of  gucb  things  shall  be  had-  Myconfideaee 
in  the  great  body  orcilizeosof  tbe  Eastern  Slates 
is  not  done  away,  and  I  believe  there  i*  in  the 
same  Slates  a  sutncient  quantity  of  force  to  sup- 
press aoy  attempts  which  might  be  made  against 
the  Union.-  And  when  it  comes  to  the  point, 
there  is  reasoo  to  believe  that  patriotism  similar 
to  thai  which  influenced  the  Western  States  in 
the  case  of  Burr,  will  also  influence  our  brothers 
of  the  Kasieru.  My  vote  in  this  case  shall  not 
be  iufluenced,  oar  is  it  influenced,  by  anytbiog 
that  has  been  said  to  be  done  respeetiug  the 
embargo  laws  in  any  of  the  Eastern  Sutes;  aU 
such  influence  is  disavowed  by  roe.  In  tbiscsse 
and  every  other  my  vote  shall  l>e  given  aecordiag 
to  my  undersiaading  what  is  the  rest  ialereM, 
and  will  best  promote  the  honor,  rishti,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  R.  said,  that  for  some  days  he  had  been 
of  the  opinion  that  a  commercial  Don-inWT* 
course  between  the  United  Suies  and  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  all 
other  Powers  having  in  force  orders  and  decrrsa 
violating  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral  ligbti 
of  tbe  United  Stales,  might  have  been  the  most 
proper  measure  to  have  been  adopted  Id  the  thei 
state  of  thing*,  in  place  of  the  embargo ;  and  ibst 
under  that  non-iotercourie  the  United  States, 
some  time  longer,  might  have  glided  along.  Btrt, 
io  the  language  of  the  geolleman  from  Connee- 
ticut,  ''  the  burying  hath  gone  by ;"  th«  opporti' 
oity  for  that  system  it  is  apprehended  is  lost.  Lit 
It  bt  observed  that  a  commercial  non-intereourw 
system,  is  not  a  system  of  subaiission  to  the  edicts 
of  either  Great  Britain  or  France.  Great  Bri- 
does  not  command  (he  United  Siaiesj  to 
abandon  the  ocean,  or  not  to  trade  with  h«r;  no 
such  thing.  QreatBritain  declares  her  pons  open 
to  the  vessels  and  produce  of  tbe  United  States; 
either  for  internal  consumption,  so  far  as  it  is  nc- 
ensary  lo  su{^y  her  niarkat,  or  for  exporlatioa. 
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Qieat  Biiiain  declares  tbit  foi  that  liberty,  tribute 
or  duty,  call  it  what  you  will,  mutl  be  paid. 
FraDoedoeaDot  commaad  tbe  United  States  to 
abaodoa  the  oceaa,  or  not  to  trade  with  her. 
Fiance  declares  American  vessels,  which  have 
been  Tisited  by  Briciah  Brmed  vessels,  or  have 
been  in  British  ports,  or  have  British  merchaD- 
diie  on  board,  or  British  licenses  to  trade,  shall 
be  subject  to  capture  and  eoademiiatioi].  Cer- 
tainty thea  [he  opiaion,  that  a  commercial  dod- 
inlercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Qreal 
Britain  aod  France,  and  their  depeodencieSj  and 
all  other  Powers  having  iu  force  orders  or  de- 
crees vialatinff  the  Uwful  cammerca  aod  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  Slates,  would  be  submissioD 
to  Great  Britain  or  Fraace,  is  not  well  founded. 

Great  respect  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  obaerra- 
tioDs  of  the  geutlemaa  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rah- 
dolpb)  who  was  of  opiuloa  that  the  embargo 
ought  to  be  raised  forthwith.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  if  tbe  embargo  laws  are  forth wiih  re- 
plied, the  great  quantity  of  produce,  which  is 
naid  to  have  passed  ioto  Canada,  being  there  de- 
tained for  aomeiime  by  tbe  ice,  for  ttiat  reaton 
uiBf  not  get  to  market  as  sogn  as  other  produce 
shipped  from  the  United  StateB.  Noiwiihstaud- 
ing  the  force  of  these  obsErvatious,  they  do  not 
contain  su£cieDl  reason  lo  repeal  the  embargo 
lawa  so  soon.  Let  it  be  considered  that  the  ports 
of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  are  by  the  rigor  of 
tbewinter  now  blocked  up,  and  probably  wiU  con- 
tinue for  some  time.  In  that  condition  may  sev- 
eral other  ports  in  tbe  United  States  be;  if  then 
the  embargo  laws  are  lortbwith  repealed,  you  will 
give  ft  decided  advantage  to  ibose  ports  which  are 
open  or  continue  always  to  be  so,  either  in  the 
Southern  or  Eastern  States.  This  would  be  par- 
tial and  unfair,  and  in  operation  unjust.  If  tbe 
embargo  is  raised,  let  il  be  at  a  day  so  distant,  at 
least,  that  the  merchania  in  every  pari  of  tbe 
United  States  may  have  notice ;  not  only  so,  but 
that  tbe  day  on  which  tbe  embargo  shall  be  raised, 
may  be  so  distant,  that  there  may  be  every  reason 
loconcludeihatibe  natural  fioien  embargo  which 
DOW  exists  shall  also  be  lakea  off  from  every  port 
ID  the  United  Slates.  If  the  merchants  are  to 
start  their  vessels,  as  for  a  race,  let  ibem  all  have 
opportunity  of  a  fair  start,  and  let  not  aorae  of  them 
have  lime  lo  run  over  half  (he  course  before  oth- 
ers of  ihem  can  get  away  fr^m  tbe  starting  place. 

I  will  vote  (said  Mr.  R.)  to  fill  up  the  blank 
^rith  the  words  ''  the  first  day  of  June,"  for  rea- 
son* to  me  equally  cogent.  The  embargo  has 
now  continued  for  more  than  twelve  months,  and 
tbe  great  body  of  (he  citizens  have,  with  true  mag- 
naniraity  and  patriotic  love  of  couairy,  bore  up 
under  and  supported  it,  notwithsianding  ita  ac- 
companying privations.  An  embargoof  tbe  tame 
nature  and  extent,  in  all  probability,  would,  in  (he 
teroa  of  sis  months,  have  shaken  any  other  mari- 
time nation  lo  its  centre.  It  was  left  and  re- 
mained fur  the  sovereign  people  of  the  Uoiled 
States  in  their  neutral  capacity  to  manifest  lo  all 
other  nations  an  bilherto  unexperienced  firmness 
under  an  embargo  of  such  duration  aod  extent. 
"Fliia  embargo,  and  the  firmness  with  wbich  il 


was  supported,  will  be  a  grand  landmark  lo  fu- 
ture generations  by  which  to  steer  their  political 

Mr.  R.  said,  il  had  been  his  opinion,  that 
Ihe  embargo,  if  it  had  been  universally  regarded 
with  that  respect  wbicb  it  ought  to  have  been, 
would  have  operated  as  an  impenetrable  wall  of 
defence  to  tbe  United  States,  until  those  days  of 
trouble,  in  whielt  nations  inEuropeappear  lobe  ex- 
ecuting vengeance  on  each  other,  had  passed  over. 
It  certainly  would  have  had  (bat  effect,  if  patri- 
otism and  love  of  conndv  bad  universally  pre- 
vailed over  love  of  money.  The  Uni(ed  Slates 
are  a  new  nation,  composed  either  originally  or 
personally,  of  emigrants  from  almost  every  Enro- 
peen  nation.  This  nation  does  not  owe  its  origin 
to  any  one  European  nation,  and  neither  of  these 
nations  has  any  right,  for  that  cause,  to  claim  or 
demand  any  peculiar  favor.  The  United  Statu 
are  three  thousand  miles  distant,  far  removed  in 
the  depths  of  ihe  wilderness,  from  the  bloody  wars 
of  Europe;  il  might  therefore  have  been  most 
proper,  and  most  consistent  wiih  their  safety  to 
nave  been  contented  at  borne,  and  paiiently  en- 
dured the  privation  of  foreign  superfluities,  even 
without  the  constraint  of  an  embargo,  for  some 
time  longer,  and  if  possible,  nntil  those  days  of 
European  affile  I  ion  had  passed  over. 

There  is  now  on  hand,  it  is  presumed,  a  Taat 
quantity  of  produce.  Tbe  agriculiuiaL  interest 
has,  to  its  great  disadvantage,  endured  for  a  suf- 
ficient length  of  lime,  the  great  depression  in  the 
price  of  produce }  if  then  the  embargo  is  designed 
to  be  raised  in  lima  for  tbe  produce  to  get  to  mar- 
ket, it  ought  not  to  be  delayed  nnill  the  first  of 
June.  On  Ihe  fourth  day  of  March  next  lei  the 
embargo  be  raised.  There  will  be  sufficient  lime 
for  tbe  merchants  in  every  part  of  the  United 
Stales  to  beinformedof  that  event.  On  that  day, 
there  is  reason  ig  believe,  the  natural  embargo 
by  freezing,  which  now  exists,  will  be  taken  oS. 
On  the  4ib  day  of  March  next,  another  Adminit- 
tration  will  corns  into  power,  and  it  may  be  most 
proper  and  convenient  that  that  Ad  minis  (ration 
■hall  commence  its  career  with  a  new  order  of 
things.  Tbe  United  Stales  have  abstained  from 
navigating  the  ocean  a  coasiderabla  length  of 
time}  lest,  then,  it  may  be  believed  that  there  is 
an  iuieoiion  to  abandon  it  altogether,  on  ibefourtli 
day  of  March  next  let  the  navigatiort  of  the  ocean 
be  resumed,  and  on  that  day  and  forever  titer  let 
the  United  Stales  assert  and  maintain  their  right 
Co  navigate  the  ocean,  the  great  common  and 
highway  of  nations,  freely  and  agreeably  to  the 
laws  of  public  reason. 

When  I  contemplate,  said  Mr,  R.,  tbe  gteat 
danger  to  which  the  seafaring  citizens  and  com- 
merce  of  tbe  United  Sta[es  will  be  exposed  on 
(he  ocean,  it  is  with  great  reluctance  indeed  I 
agree  (o  raise  the  embargo.  Great  Bri(ain  with 
steady  policy,  for  cen(uries  past,  has  been  en- 
deavoring to  acquire  (he  dominiou  of  the  ocean 
and  monopoly  of  commerce.  To  these  two  idols, 
dominion  of  tbe  ocean  and  monopoly  of  com- 
merce,  an  Immense  profusion  of  human  blond 
has  been  poured  out  in  libation,  aod  tbe  coin- 
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merue  of  every  mariiiae  Dstion  hu  been  sacri- 
ficed. Great  Briiain  after  varioui  efibria  and 
(truggies,  has  at  iast  acquired  Ih«  faTorile  object; 
ID  oiber  words,  has  bjr  main  force  Kized  upon 
mod  usurped  the  dominioD  of  the  ocean,  tbe  com- 
mon property  of  all  aatioDn,  and  b/  her  laws  has 
Tirtually  declared  tbat  nu  nation  shall  buy  or  sell 
unless  tbe  property  or  taercbandise  nball  be 
Etaoiped  witb  her  mark.  Tbe  decrees  of  France 
are  also  arrayed  against  tbe  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  and  tbrealeo  destruciioo  lo  every 
pan  of  it  tbat  ahall  come  within  their  grasp.  Id 
tbis  Elate  oi  things,  if  the  embargo  be  raised,  there 
can  be  but  one  opioioD  as  to  merchant  vessels^ 
■ud  tbat  is,  that  if  ihey  may  be  designated  to  put 
to  sea,  they  shall  be  autboiized,  in  the  first  in- 
■taoct:,  to  arm.  On  the  sabject  of  war.  nothinr 
hitherto  has  by  me  been  said.  I  desire  to  avoid 
war  if  possible,  and  therefore  will  nut  take  war 
into  consideration  at  this  time,  and  why  shall  the 
United  States  forbear  looger  than  the  fourth  of 
March  next  to  resume  tbe  navigation  of  the 
ocean  1  Has  not  all  negotlaiion  with  Great 
BriiaiQ  and  France  failedT  With  Great  Britain 
it  has  run  down  to  a  tuere  dispute  about  words. 
Il  appears  by  the  late  despalchei  from  the  Minister 
of  the  United  Slates  in  Great  Britain,  that  the 
questionof  negotiation  now  is,  whethersuch  words 
were  spoken,  and  if  spoken,  with  what  understand- 


expressing  a  wish  thai  our  Ministers  were  on 
titeir  way  home,  although  they  might  experience 
severe  weather  on  their  passage. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  British  fleet  is  a 
barrier;  itisadmitted  that  it  is  a  barrier — »  barrier 
against  the  freedom  of  the  ocean,  against  the  free- 
dom of  commerce,  and  agaiost  the  eommerciai 

We  have  been  told  that  Great  Britain  is  fight- 
ing for  her  existence;  in  what  maooer  doea  that 
respect  the  United  Siates?  The  United  Slates 
cBDDot  be  charged  wiih  the  cause  of  her  quarrel. 
Bui  Great  Britain  is  contending  againsi  a  Power 
who  appears  to  desire  the  dominion  of  the  eonti- 
neni  of  Europe.  Lei  ii  be  so,  tbat  will  not  avail, 
or  help  the  posiiioa ;  some  of  the  greatest,  best, 
most  honorable, and  patriotic  men  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, have  said,  that  if  the  power  of  France  has 
arrived  to  iranscendent  greatness.  Great  Britain 
may  thank  herself  for  pushing  France  to  tbat 
Slate  of  grealnes>>  Let  Great  Britain  restore  the 
many  thousand  seamen,  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  whom  she  holds  in  slavery,  lo  their  country. 
Let  Great  Britain  indemnify  for  ihe  many  millions 
worth  of  properly  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stales, 
by  her  unjustly  captured  and  condemned.  Lei 
Great  Britain  rescmd  and  repeal  all  her  edicts, 

SiroclamaiioDs,  and  laws,  which,  violate  ihe  law- 
ul  commerce  and  rights  of  the  Unit,ed  Slates. 
1^1  Great  Britain  declare  that  the  ocean  shall  be 
free,  and  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates 
shall  travel  unmolested  on  the  highway  of  nations. 
Let  Great  Britain  make  reparation  for  the  many 
Ttolaiions  of  the  sovereignty  of  tbe  United  Slates; 
■nd  aflei  theae  things  aie  all  performed,  and  jns- 


tice  done  to  ihe  United  Stale*,  then  let  gentlemen 
tell  us  that  Great  Briuia  is  figbting  for  her  ex- 
There  was  a  time  when  Great  Briiain  had  it  in 
her  power  to  baveconciliatedaodsecuredloherself 
tbe  frieDdsbip  and  afieciion  of  the  United  Suies; 
a  time  when,  after  tbe  fire  of  the  Reroluiioa- 
ary  war  had  been  extinguished,  ihe  United  Slate* 
were  blooming  into  commercial  existence,  thea 
was  the  time  for  Great  Britain  to  have  taken  the 
Hercules  in  her  arms,  and  lo  have  cherished  him 
as  a  brother ;  by  so  doing  she  might  have  had  a 
brother,  indeed,  who  would  have  stood  by  her  in 
Ibe  day  of  trouble.  On  the  conltary,  Great  Bri- 
tain has  been  studiously,  anxiously,  and  indot- 
iriously  careful  to  alienate  the  friendship  and 
affections  of  tbe  United  Slates.  Lei  the  whole 
conduct  of  Great  Briiain  towards  the  United 
Slates,  since  ihe  trealy  of  peace,  be  aiteoded  lo, 
and  then  let  the  unim  passioned  and  impartial  ob- 
server say  whether  Great  Briiain  has  not  been 
industriously  careful  lo  alienate  the  friendship 
and  affection  of  Ibe  United  Slates,  from  henelf. 

Let  ibe  impartial  witness  judge  in  this  causey 
and  be  will  pronounce  sentence  against  Great 
Briiain.  Great  Britain,  b^  violence,  has  rent 
asunder  those  bonds  of  social  frieDdsbip  which 
might  have  connected  her  and  the  Unit^  Slates 
forever.  But,  sir,  we  are  asked,  why  shall  we 
arml    Who  is  our  enemy  1    These  questions  may 


appears  as  if  tbe  whole  world  was  arrayed  against 
the  United  States.  Let  any  genileman  take 
(he  map  of  the  world,  and  pnt  his  Gnger  oa  the 
spot,  designating  the  place,  wheredwells  anation 
the  avowed  friend  of  the  United  States.    It  will 

S've  me  great  pleasure  indeed,  lo  be  so  informed. 
nd  here  said  Mr.  R.,  I  will  lake  the  liberty  lo 
observe,  that  it  is  time,  and  it  is  right,  for  the 
United  Slates  to  look  over  tbe  world,  and  if  pos* 
sible,  ascertain  tbe  fact,  whether  there  be  that 
nation;  and  if  that  naiion  can  he  found,  I  shall 
have  DO  hesitation  to  lake  him  in  nay  arms,  to 
call  him  friend  and  brother,  and  to  make  with 
him  a  trealy  of  everlasting  amity,  love,  and  friend- 
Mr.  Cook.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  opposed  to 
filling  Ibe  blank  for  repealing  ihe  embareo  on  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  and  to  issue  letiers  ot 
marque  and  reprisal  at  that  time;  because,  sir,  this 
is  a  Governmeot  of  the  people,  and  Ibeir  voice  is 
not  at  present  lor  war.  Ton  have  too  long  ial»- 
posed  the  embargo  as  a  shield  to  our  citizeoi 
against  British  depredations ;  they  have  lost  their 
war  poise;  ihey  must  again  suffer,  to  a:gain  wind 
them  up  their  former  spirit.  This  being  a  Gov- 
ernment of,  and  from  the  people,  whose  servants 
we  are,  il  is  our  duty  lo  advance  their  iaterest* 
and  lo  enforce  tbe  general  will  of  the  aation. 
Not,  sir,  that  the  embargo  laws  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted by  ibe  arm  of  this  Government.  I  aobcsi- 
tatingly  declare  that  this  Governmenl  can  be 
supported  ;  and  your  laws  can  by  the  strong  arm 
of  Government  be  enforced.  But,  sir,  is  il  irae 
policy  lo  enforce  ihoe  laws?    I  do  presume  it  ■• 
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noi,  u  it  may  produce  a  ciril  war,  the  worst  of 
all  win.  The  eiobar^  baa  been  sufficiently 
tried,  and  the  eiperiment  haa  proved  tbac  it  is 
natsufficieotly  coeicire  to  induce  the  belligerenca 
to  abandoQ  their  orders  aad  decrees.  Why  thea 
coDiipue  it  10  the  injury  of  our  owa  eitizeua,  and 
especially  tbose  who  are  our  best  citizens,  our 
friend),  who  are  most  disposed  to  support  the  Ad- 
minigiratioa  aod  our  laws'] 

Sir,  I  lament  thst-the  public  sealimeot  and 
opinioB  OD  (he  subject  of  foreiga  agfressious  is 
diffeient  in  the  different  sections  of  our  country. 
The  South  say  embargo  or  war;  aud  the  North 
aod  East  say,  do  emrargo,  no  war.  I  applaud 
the  resentment  of  the  people  of  the  Soutu,  aud 
highly  revere  their  hig-h  seuse  of  honor.  1  lament 
ibat  ihis  difference  of  opinion  exists;  yet, ejiit 
does  exist,  we  must  take  things  as  thejr  are.  and 
legislate  accordingly.  The  genius  aud  duty  of 
Repablicaa  Governments  is  to  make  laws  to  suit 
the  people,  and  not  to  attempt  to  make  the  peo- 
ple suit  the  laws,  la  monarchies  the  people  are 
drilled  to  suit  the  laws  flowing  from  the  despot; 
but  this  never  should  be  attempted  in  a  Hepub- 
jican  Government,  the  strength  of  which  is  the 
love  and  attachment  of  the  citizens.  Sir,  you 
cannot  make  war  which  will  promise  a  successful 
itsue  whilst  the  country  is  disunited.  The  people 
must  with  one  voice  unitedly  call  for  war  from 
every  section  and  village  of  our  country.  Then 
indeed  we  may  venture  on  war.  The  people 
must  urge  us  into  war;  we  cannot  drive  them 
into  a  successful  contest.  No,  sir,  you  know  the 
tliempc  is  futile,  is  idle.  Sir,  as  I  consider  my- 
self B  repreMntative  of  the  people,  I  view  it  as 
my  duly  at  this  eventful  moment  to  make  known 
to  you  what  I  docdnceiveio  be  (not  the  universal) 
bnt  the  general  opinion  and  wishes  of  your  citi- 
zens of  all  politics  in  the  Northern  States.  I  will 
not  bfl  answerable  for  the  correctness  of  these 
opiaiuos  and  wishes  of  the  people.  I 
could  in  some  instances  wisn  they  were  more 
consistent  and  lets  governed  by  the  cupidity  of 

Kin.  Yet,  sir,  their  opinions  arise  from  their 
^at  situation.  The  nature  of  man  is  the  same 
every  where;  surrounded  by  the  same  obji 
their  opinions,  sentimemta,  and  conduct  will  be 
the  Bame.  Place  the  people  of  the  South  in  the 
tame  situation,  and  surrounded  by  the  same 
temptations,  and  pressed  with  the  same  losses, 
and  tbeir  conduct  would  be  the  same  as  tbose 
of  ibe  North'^  Sir,  from  the  communications  I 
have  received  from  the  North,  and  from  other 
■ourcea  of  information,  I  believe  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  state  their  opinions  and  some  of  the  reasons 
on  which  their  opinions  are  founded.  To  com- 
ply vviih  their  wishes,  we  must  repeal  the  em- 
bargo laws  at  as  early  a  day  as  will  comport  with 
jiutice  to  all  the  merchants  of  our  conotry.  Let 
all  have  *a  equal  chance  to  be  first  in  the  foreign 
market,  and  perhaps  the  first  of  March  will  be  as 
early  a  day  as  will  comport  with  this  necessary 
pTOTision.  As  a  substitute  for  the  etnbargo,  tAey 
mean  not  tubmiMion.  Their  voice  is,  "arm  in 
defence  of  natural  and  national  rights."  They 
wish  for  liberty  to  arm  and  defend  against  an 
lo;h  CoH.  2d  Smb. — 40 


infraction  of  our  indisputable  rights  on  the  ocean. 
This  defensive  arming  they  wish  to  see  legulated 
in  such  manner  as  shall  preserve  peace  if  possi- 
ble, and  to  do  away  (as  far  as  is  honorable  ani 
palitie)  every  unnecessary  cause  of  eoUisioa  with 
foreign  Powers.  To  do  this,  will  it  not  be  wis^ 
considering  France  and  England  as  equally  of- 
fending us,  to  put  OUT  relations  with  them  on  ex- 
actly the  same  basis'?  Inhibit  by  law  the  export- 
ation of  all  contraband  ^oods  from  onr  country, 
and  permit  none  but  real  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  to  navigate  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

These  restrictions,  which  indeed  would  not  tn- 
jnre  our  fair  trade,  but  would  expel  from  oar 
country  the  demoralizing  dregs  of  jails  and  men- 
of-war,  would  serve  in  a  great  measure  to  pre- 
vent collisions,  and  to  secure  to  our  own  citizena 
(he  reward  of  their  own  enterprise.  To  resist  in 
a  manner  as  to  induce  a  change  in  our  favor, 
i  increase,  and  perhaps  double  the  duties  on 
all  importations^ from  the  offendine  Powers,  and 
reduce  the  duties  on  goods  from  other  quariers. 

These,  and  other  reialiaiory  measures,  may  be 
Hllopted,  expressly,  to  be  only  coatempoianeoas 
with  the  present  piratical  systems  of  the  Euro- 
peans. And,  sir,  if  laws  be  necessary  to  prevent 
our  citizens  from  selling  themselves  lor  slaves,  by 
the  pnrcbase  of  British  licenses,  enact  laws  the 
St  penal,  and  even  the  most  sanguinary  againat 
:h  trailoni  to  (heir  country's  rights. 
!)ur  merchants,  whose  all  may  be  the  forfeit- 
are  of  a  much  longer  continuance  of  the  em- 
bargo, or  a  declaration  of  war,  lament  that  the 
violators  of  our  maritime  rights,  their  allies  and 
satellites,  constitute  almost  all  the  commercial 
world  with  whom  they  have  been  dealing.  They 
therefore  deprecate  all  measures  tending  to  a  war 
with  so  many  nations,  as  utterly  destructive  to 
trade.  At  least  they  pray  for  a  suspension  of  the 
calamiiie*  of  war,  until  toe  course  of  events  may 
justify  us  in  choosing  a  single  enemy  to  contend 
with;  at  present  so  equal  are  the  Emperor  and 
the  King  in  the  trade  of  plunder,  that  no  selection 
can  be  made;  for  it  would  be  absurd  to  aid  one 
for  the  same  abases  which  induce  us  to  fight  the 

Sir,  I  koow  some  would  resort  to  non-onter- 
course ;  but  if  we  do,  I  fear  that  the  same  spirit 
which  bas  defeated  the  embargo,  will  defeat  tb* 
laws  of  non-intercourse,  and  we  should  be  obliged 
soon  to  repeal  them  also.  The  spirit  of  trade  ia 
active  and  ever  busy,  and  It  must  have  vent. 
The  late  forbearance  of  Great  Britain  bas  in- 
creased tbe  clamor  for  a  renewal  of  trade,  and 
for  a  speedy  repeal  of  the  embargo.  You  know, 
sir,  that  of  about  five  hundred  and  ninety  veaseU 
which  sailed  since  tbe  embargo,  by  permission, 
only  eight  or  tea  have  been  captured.  This  af- 
fected forbearance  of  the  British  may  lead  to 
more  nnmeious  captures,  when  we  generally  re- 
Mme  the  use  of  the  ocean.  Our  merchants  may 
again  experience  their  treachery;  aod  nothing 
short  of  a  renewal  of  British  spoliation  wilt  Bgain 
drive  tbe  New  England  merchants  to  the  feet  of 
Qovernment,  with  leaden  of  lives  and  foitane» 
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Cm  ibe  support  of  war.  If  our  vessels  are  permit- 
ted to  arm  and  defend  rf^hti  wholly  indisputable, 
it  CBDUot  be  called  tubmunon,  for  it  is  it.'*  entire 
apposite.  Bui  I  hare  already  declared,  tbat  a 
fnriber  coniiauaDCe  of  the  embiBrgD,  cow  itsi 
cive  effects  are  despaired  of  by  ^eveD-eighlha  of 
this  House,  will  be  subio  ission. 

Nor  are  ive  aoy  way  aoawei-able  for  ibe 
tequences  to  eitberof  (he  ofieudiiifc  Powers;  tbey 
dcMTve  DolbJDg  but  war  from  us;  yet  if  the 
policy  we  may  adopt  should  press  harder  on 
tbanoQ  the  other,  ifwe  study  nothing  but  our  own 
ititerest,  wholly  disregardful  of  ihem,  we  must  be 
esouerated  from  the  reproaches  of  the  candid.  1 
wish  Americana  would  took  more  at  home,  and 
less  to  foreign  nations,  for  raotifes  of  Govern 
ment. 

Sir,  it  Is  said,  that  by  filling  the  Uauk  wilb  tb< 
first  day  of  June,'Witb  the  substitute  of  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  we  should  thereby  hold  out 
a  threat  which  tnigbt  induce  a  recession  of  orders 
■nd  decrees.  As  war  would  ioevriably  be  ihi 
eOQsequeoce  of  a  persislance,  I  beliere  that  suci 
(threat  would  haveidirectly  contrary  effect ;  aoi 
as  I  am  averse  from  an  espensive  war,  which 
neither  promises  us  honor  or  ricbes,  so  a  ' 
against  continuing  the  embargo  until  tbat  cii 

Sir,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  misuuderslood.  I  speak 
of  opinions  and  aentjmenis,  not  as  I  wish  they 
were,  but  as  they  really  are.  Reflections  from 
gentlemen  of  the  South,  againsl  the  cnmme 
aod  gaio-loving  seDlimenia  of  ibe  North,  wilt 
only  Bene  to  disunite,  at  a  time  when  the  chain 
of  our  Union  ought  to  be  brrshtened. 

Sir,  all  bucb  reflections,  all  ranliugs,  asperities, 
.  and  personalities,  should  be  carefully  avoided  by 
tbe  real  friends  of  the  Union.  We  from  the  North 
fight  our  enemies,  but  we  reason  with  our  friends. 
We  conclude  that  a  man  has  either  lost  or  ex- 
pended all  his  re«san.  when  be  attacks  the  per- 
son of  his  opponent  instead  of  his  arguments,  and 
yte  carefully  distinituiah  between  the  calm  voice 
of  reason,  and  the  rant  of  passion  and  prejudice. 
I  trust  we  shall  here  unite  and  save  our  country. 

Mr.  Efpeb  said  he  understood  tbat  the  only 
(juesiion  at  present  was,  with  what  day  ibe  blaos 
in  the  resolution  should  be  filled.  It  was  not  his 
intention  on  ibis  question  to  enter  into  the  mer- 
its of  the  proposition.  But  as  his  friend  (Mr. 
Nicholas)  who  offered  the  resolution  was  not  io 
his  place,  and  he  found  no  gentleman  had  attempt- 
ed to  assign  any  reasons  in  favor  of  the  day 
which  be  had  proposed,  Mr.  E.  said  be  would 
offer  a  few  observations  in  support  of  that  day. 
In  ibe  course  which  I  pursue  on  this  floor,  said 
Mr.  E.,  I  am  not  to  he  driven  from  that  line 
of  conduct  which  I  consider  best,  by  the  feeling 
of  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country;  and 
while  I  will  ever  manifest  a  proper  respect  for  the 
<^)inionE  of  men  in  any  portion  of  the  coonlry,  1 
will  never  shrink  from  that  coorse  which  I  con- 
aider  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.  I  have  no  apprehensions, 
whatever  course  be  taken,  that  we  have  anything 
to  fear  from  iaiurrection  and  Tcbellion,  and  I  be- 
lieve tbat  the  people  of  the  Eastern  eouniry, 


when  they  see  thecharges  made  against  tfaem, on 

this  floor  and  elsewhere,  will  feel  no  other  senti- 
ment than  indignation,  that  men  can  rise  and  de- 
nounce them,ool  only  as  likely  to  rebel,  but  as  acln- 
ally  in  a  slate  of  rebellion.  I  ask  gentlemen  who 
believe  tbat  the  people  either  are  or  will  be  in  a 
state  of  rebellion,  to  produce  the  evidence  In  sup- 
port of  the  charge.  Do  you  know,  sir,  that  force 
has  been  opposed  to  the  execution  of  your  laws 


any  portion  of  it  have 
hellion,  if  men  as  enlightened  as  the  Amerieana 
really  cannot  Ijear  the  laws  of  (heir  own  Govern- 
ment, I  ask  gentlemen  to  point  out  the  particular 
cases  which  justify  the  assertion.  I  believe  that 
no  such  opposition  does  exist;  and  I  express  with 
coofidence,  if  any  such  does  exist,  tfaal  we  have 

00  iofotraationot  any  kind -which  can  be  relied  oa 
on  that  point.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
feeling  which  has  been  manifested  in  regard  to 
ibis  measure,  affords  any  just  ground  oa  which 
to  legislate.  We  are  to  consider  what  course  is 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
country,  and  tbat  course  we  ought  to  pursue.  IT 
men  io  any  section  of  the  Union  will  oppose  the 
Inwsof  their  country,  we  hare  force  enough  to  put 
them  down  ;  and  1  will  never  shrink  from  using^ 
it.  This  much  I  say,  at  this  time,  because  the 
opposition  to  the  laws  was  the  first  ground  taken 
in  opposition  to  the  first  day  of  June.  Another 
ground  is,  that  the  fixing  on  tbat  day  will  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  those  who  succeed  us.  I 
do  not  consider  this  to  be  the  case.  We  were 
called  here  to  exercise  our  judgment  as  to  the 

food  of  the  people.  The  LegisTatare  can  never 
ie;  and  when  the  next  Congress  meet,  if  an f 
circumstances  sfanll  have  occurred  which  shall 
induce  them  to  change  the  eourw  contemplated, 
our  acts  will  not  at  alt  affect  the  eon rse  which 
tbey  may  think  proper  to  pursue.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  every  member  in  the  House  wilt  do  me  the 
justice  to  say  that  I  never  have  concealed  my 
opinion  of  the  situation  of  the  country.  It  must 
be  granted  that  our  situation  is  serious;  that  it 
ever  will  be  Sfrious  when  a  free  people  are  placed 
in  such  a  silualion  that  they  must  either  almndon 
their  rights  or  enforce  them  by  physical  strength. 
It  has  been  said  that  war  is  not  ihegrertest  evil 
which  could  occur.  Sir,  I  consider  it  the  great- 
est evil  which  could  t>efall  our  country,  except  a 
surrender  of  out  rights  or  independence,  and  thai 

1  tielieve  lobe  a  greater  evil,  because  there  b 
nothing  in  this  world  worth  preserving,  if  we 
lose  oDr  freedom  and  independence.  But  if  this 
coontry  is  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  wander- 
ing Jews  of  Europe,  if  we  are  to  ^uffer  ooradvei 
10  be  stripped  and  robl>ed  without  resistance,  aad 

'  In  our  livelihood  by  mean  or  dishonest  piae- 
,  it  is  proper  tbat  we  should  put  ourselves 
r  the  care  of  some  European  Power,  for  tbe 
proteclion  nf  those  rights  which  we  have  not  the 
spirit  to  defend.  If  we  postpone  the  repeal  till 
the  first  of  June  we  shall  have  an  opporlnniiv  of 
again  hearing  from  the  different  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, and  of  Bnowii>g  what  may  be  the  oper«iion 
of  the  public  despatches.    We  sbail  know  wba- 


dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


12H 


Jaruart,  1609. 


Prtparatum  fot-  War. 


pR. 


ther  [he;  will  withdraw  their  orders  Kud  decrees, 
orwbeloer  appeal  lo  arms.  I  have  always  ihoughl 
that  when  the  embargo  ahould  be  removed,  war 
musi  be  tbe  result ;  and  if  I  am  disposed  to  nosipooe 
for  a  period  an  eieiit  wfaieb  will  always  De  awfut 
to  a  coootry  like  ibis,  geDllemen  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  belieTe,  that  1  am  not  less  willing  than 
[hemKelvea  to  maiataiu  the  rights  of  the  couatry. 
tt  will  give  us  ODe  more  cbance  for  peace;  and 
not wiibiian dine  tbe  opinions  which  have  been 
expressed,  I  declare  lo  Qod  that  lam  ansious  for 
peace.  But  when  the  queation  is  between  peace 
'  and  a  surfenJer  of  our  rif^bti  as  a  nation,  I  am  m 
favor  of'  war.  I  am  willing  to  lake  ibis  one 
chauce  of  peace,  and  for  that  teason  I  am  willing 
to  postpone  the  period  of  isauinc  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  (ill  the  Grit  ofjuae.  I  have  ao- 
otfacrreason.  When  this  nation  tries  its  strength, 
I  am  not  willing  that  it  should  do  it  unprepared. 
I  have  no  idea  that  war  can  be  carried  on  with- 
out men.  How  are  you  to  fight,  sir  1  Are  yon 
to  arm  your  a)erchant  vessels — to  let  your  vessels 
sail  with  all  their  canvass  streicbed,  lo  British 
pons,  to  take  licenses,  pay  tribute,  aod  disgrace 
iheir  coontry  1  Tbe  arming  your  merchaui  ves- 
sels will  have  the  appearance  of  resitting  taxation 
'  withoat  doiag  it.  What  would  bu  the  conse- 
queitce  of  our  vessels  going  out  armed  for  their 

Koteciion?  You  might  as  welt  nail  your  em- 
rgo  law  to  (heir  masls,  and  suppose  it  will  pro- 
leei  tbe  merchant  vessels,  as  lo  (biak  of  doing  it 
by  arming  them.  Thesiiuation  of  the  world  forbids 
the  Idea  that  we  can  force  a  trade  against  Qreat 
Britain.  We  must  raise  men  and  prepare  to  at- 
tack her  where  she  is  vulnerable;  and  when  we 
have  done  this  we  may  remain  quiei,  till  it  is 
time  tti  commence  operations.  Another  objec- 
tioQ  has  been  made  to  inserting  so  late  a  day 
aa  the  first  day  of  June.  It  is  this:  that  we  give 
notice  to  the  belligerents,  thai  on  a  certain  day 
we  mean  to  make  war  upon  them.  When  we 
come  to  examine  this  objection,  sir,  it  is  nothing. 
Have  not  gentlemen  declared  in  (heir  places  that 
Congress  is  to  be  convened  to  exchange  war  for 
embargo  1  Have  ihey  not  made  preparation  for 
an  extra  session  for  tbe  purpose!  The  British 
and  French  Oovernmeot  are  as  well  convinced 
of  our  deiermination,  as  they  can  be  by  any  reio- 
latfoD  we  may  pass.  It  cannot  be  an  offence, 
therefore,  for  the  postponmeuc  till  thai  day  is 
evidence  of  a  desire  for  peace.  We  have  with- 
drawn from  the  ocean  our  commercial  capiial, 
Bad  fifty  ihousand  citiien  mariners,  from  a  de- 
sire for  peace.  Whenever  then  the  embargo  be 
repealed,  it  is  war,  if  the  obaoxious  edicts  be  not 
repealed ;  and  lam  willingtn  postpone  thiscbange 
m,  few  months,  ibat  we  may  not  disgrace  our- 
selvet  to  the  world,  and  make  ourselves  ridiculous 
«c  home,  by  going  to  war  without  men.  And 
while  I  make  this  declaration  I  wish  gentlemen 
distinctly  to  understand  me,  that  I  never  will  sub- 
mit to  the  edicts  of  tbe  belligereois ;  and  also, 
tbai  1  will  forever  vote  against  the  removal  of  tbe 


snliatiluie  war  far  ii 


n  if  it  drive  the  whole  country 
to  rebellion.  Even  if  driven  irom  my  seat  at  tb* 
point  of  the  bayonet,!  never  will  surrender  the 
rights  of  my  country  by  a  removal  of  the  embar- 
go without  an  efficient  substitute. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  said,  thai  the  raode  Of  fill- 
ing ibis  blank  must  depend  most  materially  on  the 
course  which  iheHousesbould  think  proper  to  pur- 
sue. He  said,  he  should  be  governed  much  in  the 
vole  which  he  should  give  b/  the  supposition  Chat 
the  course  would  be  such  as  should  be  consistent 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation.  He 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not  be  diverted  from  the 
course  which  was  proper  by  this  or  that  pubLca- 
I ion,  in  any  newspaper;  that  they  would  never 
vary  their  course  in  conformity  with  tbe  suggest- 
ions of  others,  nor  deviate  from  the  course  which 
they  pursued,  because  newspapers^  had  proposed  a 
coQiraiy  one.  I,  said  Mr.  J.,  will  not  be  influ- 
enced by  newspaper  publicauoos,  because  oni 
affairs  are  too  imporlanifor  us  lo  suffer  ourselvea 
to  beioflueneed  by  their  allackson  the  House,  or 
on  the  auvernmenl ;  neither  will  I  be  influenced 
by  a  fear  of  exeiliaginsurreclioa.if  our  measures 
be  not  abandoned^  believing  ihai  our  course  is  cor- 
rect,  and  that  it  is  iodisprnsable  to  maintain  ont 
course  at  all  bazards,eveD  at  the  point  of  the  bayo* 
net.  And  1  beg  of  gentlemen  not  to  be  diverted 
from  what  has  been  declared  the  boly  course  of 
honor  and  propriety,  by  tbe  intimidating  threats  oc 
inflammatory  resolutions  of  a  few  popular  meet- 
ings. I  am  convinced  ihai  tbe  great  mass  of  t^ia 
people  will  pursue  such  a  course,  as  will  cbn- 
vince  those  opposed  to  the  laws  in  force,  tbaU 
if  constiiutionally  enacted,  they  shall  be  enforced 
till  they  be  consitiuiionally  changed;  and  if  we 
do  subserve  the  views  of  ibose  who  are  de- 
termined to  put  down  tbe  laws  at  al  Ihazards,and 
change  our  course,  we  deserve  not  to  remain  ia 
tbe  councils  of  the  nation,  we  ought  to  be  sup- 
planted by  men  who  will  do  what  is  right,  regard- 
less of  the  consequences.  If  our  measures  be 
right,  the  people  will  support  us ;  and  if  wrong; 
the  elections  wilt  produce  a  change  in  tbe  policy 
of  the  natioaal  Councils — a  pacifie  one,  not  forced 
upon  us  at  tbe  point  of  (be  bayonet.  I  am  of 
opinion  ibat  tbe  first  of  June  is  the  proper  time 
with  which  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  be- 
fore you,  for  tnany  substantial  reasons,  most  of 
which  have  been  urged  by  my  friend,  who  last 
addressed  you.  It  wilt  be  recollected  that  our 
last  accounts  from  Europe  are  only  down  to  the 
first  of  Decumber.  Imporiant  events  are  taking 
place  there,  haviOE  relation  lo  our  affairs,  by  the 
pressure  of  [he  belligerenia  upon  each  other,  and 
perhaps  upon  ourselves.  I  know  thai  an  idea 
was  advanced,  and  it  could  not  have  escaped  the 
recoilectioa  of  gentlemen,  in  the  letter  read  yee- 
terday,  (Mr.  Canning's  answer  to  Mr.  Pinkney,) 
that  this  Oovernmeni  bad  been  influenced  in  its 
conduct  towards  Qreat  Britain,  by  its  negotiation)  ^ 
wilh  Prance.  The  Ministry  of  the  former  baa 
been  induced  to  believe  the  false  charges  origina- 
ted from  prosliluled  presses  here,  and  wafle^ 
across  Ihe  Allsniic,  that  there  is  a  design  in  •' 
Oovemmenl  to  subtefve  the  view*  of  Fiar 
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ooiDcide  id  Ihe  yiews  of  the  French  Emperor.  1 
believe,  sir,  that  the  perusal  of  the  documeatB 
laid  before  the  House  at  the  cominencemeDC  of 
the  Besiion,  will  iuduce  them  to  entertaia  a  difler- 
eut  opioioo.  What  would  be  said,  were  we  to 
let  loose  our  veaiels  to-morrow,  with  letters  of 
toarqae  aud  reprisal,  if,  before  they  were  well 
launched  od  the  ocean,  the  winds  of  March 
■hould  waft  to  us  a  vessel  bearing  the  olive  branch 
In  her  prow  1  We  nhould  justly  be  accused  of 
precipitatioD,  for  not  giving  time  to  the  nations 
of  Europe  to  coQsider  what  course  they  shall  pur- 
■ae  towards  us.  It  will  be  seen  that  my  arsu- 
meot  is  predicated  on  the  idea  that  war  must  fol- 
low a  removal  of  the  embargo.  1  cannot  suppose, 
after  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  this  House, 
that  they  cotild  not  submit  without  a  sacrifice  of 
their  lights,  honor,  and  independence,  that  they 
ivitl  aubmii.  I  conceive  that  letters  of  marque 
sod  reprioal  must  unquesiiooably  follow  a  remo- 
Tal  ol  the  embargo,  because  any  other  course 
vould  virtually  amouat  to  tubmissiou.  Aiming 
our  vessels  cannot  possibly  have  any  good  effect. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  a  mea- 
■urel.  We  admit  the  right  of  search  for  con- 
traband of  war ;  and  to  resist  it  would  be  an 
act  of  war  or  piracy.  If  a  belligerent  Vessel 
meets  one  of  oura  armed  for  neutral  trade,  and  dis- 
cover! that  it  is  of  inferior  force,  resistance  would 
be  inefleciuat,  and  would  completely  seal  the  de- 
atructioD  of  the  vessel.  If  the  force  of  our  vessel 
were  ^perior,  which  would  not  be  ihe  case  per- 
haps one  time  out  often,  the  cruiser  would  sheer 
OB  till  it  were  reinforced  with  the  assistance  of 
another ;  arming  our  merchant  vessels  would  pro- 
duce no  good  e&ecl  then,  asd  we  must  i^ue  leiiers 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  if  we  would  not  submit. 
But.  gentlemen  say,  let  us  fis  ou  an  earlier  day, 
that  we  may  catch  (he  Northern  speculators.  The 
natiouat  net  must  not  be  spread  and  drawn,  sir, 
for  such  petty  purposes  as  ciushing  a  few  dis- 
houest  mrn,  who  in  the  pursuit  of  money  have 
prostituted  the  honor  of  the  country  as  far  as  de- 
pended upon  a  rigorous  execution  of  its  taws.  If 
we  listen  to  such  policy,  we  shall  change 
Opibions  every  day,  as  much  as  if  we  listened  lo 
newspaper  abuse  from  that  quarter.  I  concur 
heartily  in  saying  that  it  would  not  be  a  threat  to 
either  nation  to  declare  that  the  embargo  shall 
be  repealed,  and  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
issued.  It  will  be  a  lure  to  both.  Neither  nation 
can  consider  it  as  a  threat  to  itself,  but  to  its 
enemy.  And  if  they  should  choose  to  consi 
it  as  a  threat,  it  has  been  said  frequently,  that  an- 
other course  could  not  be  pursued ;  for  were  we  to 
make  this  declaration  with  closed  doors,  many 
instances  have  proved  that  the  precaution  would 
be  ineffectual.  The  declaration  hy  the  act  for  an 
extra  session,  that  the  month  of  June  will  be  the 
limitation  to  theembargo,  was  as  effectually  noti- 
fying Great  Britain  that  we  would  pursue  a  differ- 
•ot  coarse,  as  if  we  were  now  formally  to  de- 
clare it.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
change  of  measures  should  not  take  place  till  the 
first  of  Jnae;  the  interval  between  this  time  and 
that  will  give  an  opportunity  to  the  European 


irs  to  say  whether  Ihey  will  hare  war  with 
do  us  justice;  and  as  no  man  there  haspte- 
tended  to  defend  either  the  orders  or  decrees,  on 
the  ground  of  right  or  the  law*  of  nations,  I  hope 
they  will  show  that  they  have  yet  a  little  justice 
left — for  they  must  see  that  the  imputation  that 
this  Government  is  yielding  to  the  influence  of 
France,  or  that  il  is  hostile  lo  England,  is  the 
ihameless  falsehood  that  can  be  conceived. 
The  offer  to  repeal  the  embargo  as  to  Great  Bril- 
in  if  she  would  repeal  her  Orders  in  Council,  was 
a  offer  to  lake  sides  with  Great  Britain.  1  hope 
that  they  will  be  convinced  that  it  is  their  in- 
terest to  change  their  policy  towards  aa ;  I  trust 
that  iheii  people  will,  as  they  havedone  heretofore, 
change  their  Ministry  for  the  purpose  of  ehaDgiog 
their  measures.  The^  will  have  seen  that  we  ask 
but  half  justice  at  their  bands;  that  the  embargo 
law  is  but  continued  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
war  with  them ;  that  we  are  willing  to  rescind  our 
embargo  if  ihey  will  withdraw  their  orders,  leav- 
ing to  friendly  adjustment  the  affair  of  Ihe  Chesa- 
peake, and  a  thousand  other  acts,  each  of  which 
might  be  cause  for  war.  I  think  that  I  undersiood 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cook)  to 
say,  that  the  course  which  he  suggested  was  not 
perhaps  correct;  but  that  the  people  pressed  it 
upon  liim.  Sir,  1  hope  the  House  will  not,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  be  inBuenced 
by  such  coDsideraiioos  to  do  that  which  their 
judgment  tells  them  Is  not  correct ;  bat  will  pnr^ 
sue  the  line  of  their  duty,  without  being  diverted 
from  it  by  the  wishes  of^  any  particular  class  of 

Mr.  Nelson  said  he  rose  to  make  a  few,  aitd 
very  few.  obserrations  on  this  subject.  Two  or 
three  different  days  had  been  mentioned  with 
which  to  BU  the  blank.  He  had  beard  no  reason 
which  satisfied  his  mind  that  the  period  should 
be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  June.  He  said 
he  was  sorry  that  the  resolutions  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  House.  He  knew  not  whether  it 
was  not  proposed  to  give  up  the  best  system  that 
could  be  adopted,  to  take  up  another  which  was 
totally  untried.  He  objected  to  the  inirodoetion 
of  the  resolution,  upon  two  gronnda.  one  of  which 
had  been  given  as  a  reason  for  iniroduciog  the 
resolution,  viz:  that  the  embargo  is  at  this  time 
a  dead  letter,  and  could  not  be  executed.  I  be- 
lieve, aald  Mr.  N.,  that  it  is  not  reduced  to  the 
situation  of  a  dead  letter  yet ;  and  I  believe  that 
it  can  be  enforced  without  bloodshed,  and  that 
the  honor  of  the  Government  is  as  much  a^  stake 
on  that  point  as  on  any  point  in  contest  with  for- 
eign nations.  Whai  is  our  situation,  air,  accord- 
ing to  the  arsumenls  of  gentlemen  1  A  law  has 
been  passed  oy  the  General  Qovernment,  within 
its  Constitutional  power,  which  is  acquiesced  in 
by  nineteen -twentieths  of  (he  people.  But  the 
remaining  portion,  perhaps  not  so  large  a  portion 
as  one-twentieth^  have  made  apposition  to  it- 
have  made  a  noiie  and  clamor  againat  ii — and 
now  we  are  called  upon  to  give  it  up.  The  next 
general  law  we  pass  may  operate  severely  on  the 
Southern  Stales ;  the  people  may  make  a  noise ; 
the  walls  of  Cbatlesion  may  be  coreied  with  can- 
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Don,  and  DOtiy  deniRgo^es  may  run  upaoddowa 
Ihe  sireecs,  haraagaiiig  ibe  people,  and  we  mighi 
repeal  it.  The  next  lavr  migbt  operate  od  Ihe 
people  of  the  Weaiern  country.  They  might, 
perhaps,  follow  the  precioiu  example  of  the  East- 
ern people,  brush  up  ibeir  rifles,  tell  u»  this  ia  a 
bard  lav,  and  therefore  we  must  repeat  it.  Is 
this  Government?  Is  a  Qorernmentof  this  kind 
worthy  of  support?  Away  with  it,  air,  and  let 
ihepeople  form  a  GoTernmeot  which  ia  worthy  of 
support,  a  Goverumeut  which  is  capable  of  aQp- 
poriing  itaelf:  ii  is  not  come  to  this,  sir;  it  is  all 
mere  idle  declamation.  If  we  adhere  to  our  sys- 
tem, ibere  is  no  doubt  that  it  can  be  carried  in' 
eSeci.  The  Gfly  thousand  volunteers  which  hai 
been  decried  as  intended  to  enforce  the  embargo 
laws,  were  never  calculated  on  for  that  purpose. 
No,  sir ;  the  people  there  are  as  atrong  as  any- 
where ;  and  if  it  be  necessary  to  put  down  a  few 
traitors,  the  people  of  the  country  can  do  it.  It 
ia  not  necesnary  to  march  men  from  one  State 
another  to  put  down  rebellion  or  insurrectioi 
the  people  will  pat  it  down.  Every  man  of  r 
flection  m  the  Nor t It eaat  would  reason  with  hie 
self  in  this  way  :  "  What  are  these  people  about 
to  do  ?  They  are  about  to  overturn  all  taw,  by 
UDdertakiog  to  decide  the  conslilulionslity  of 
lawa  which  are  uadisputed  by  the  proper  author- 
ity. If  these  things  ate  acquiesced  in,  what  be- 
comes of  my  properly,  which  is  only  secured  to 
me  bylaw?  If  iha  people  can  put  down  one 
law,  Iney  have  the  same  right  to  put  down  ano- 
ther." Would  not  every  man  of  properly,  of  ra- 
tionality, argue  ihusl  Surely  he  would;  for  that 
man  must  be  a  madman  who  would  wish  to  see 
any  law  put  down  in  this  way.  So  long  as  a  law 
is  unrepealed,  it  is  the  law  of  the  land;  and  while 
it  is,  every  man  will  aay  it  ou^ht  to  be  carried 
into  effect  until  It  Is  consiltutiooally  repealed. 
Then,  I  ask,  whether  we  are  about  to  give  up  this 
system  to  do  one  of  two  things,  viz:  either  to 
submit  to  Great  Britain  and  France,  or  to  enter 
into  war?  There  is  not  an  individual  in  the  na- 
tioD  wbo  woald  agree  to  submit.  What  will  be 
the  consequence  of  war,  and  what  iis  results? 
No  one  can  tell.  Will  it  briag  money  into  our 
pockets?  I  fear  not.  Will  it  redouod  to  our 
nonor?  I  fear  not.  Will  it  procure  ua  the  ob- 
ject we  aim  at?  I  fear  not.  What  ia  there  of 
the  belligerents  that  we  can  get  at  ?  We  can  af- 
fect but  ooe  ;  all  her  territory  on  this  Continent 
naay  be  got.  Is  it  wonh  retaining  when  in  our 
possession?  I  believe  not.  Submission  isouiof 
the  question ;  nod  however  I  deprecate  war,  I  had 
ralber  go  into  il  at  once,  tbao  to  repeal  the  em- 
bargo, and  do  nothing  else;  for,  if  we  wage  ano- 
ther war  for  seven  years,  and  are  unsuccessful, 
we  can  do  do  worse  than  submit  at  last.  It  is 
better  to  submit  after  lesisting,  than  to  sabmit 
irithout  resistance.  As  a  man  acts  a  more  hon- 
orebie  part  who  resists  an  ioaull,  than  the  man 
who  will  take  offence  at  nothing.  We  had  better 
bare  our  houses  and  property  burnt  forever,  and 
involve  ourselves  in  a  national  debt  for  ages,  than 
submit  lo  (he  belligerents.  We  are  in  a  danget- 
__.       '  ----"]|  sacjj  ai  we  were  never  in  before. 


And  I  will  ask  aootber  question.  What  reason 
have  we  to  believe  that  those  who  will  not  sup- 
port the  embargo  because  it  operaiea  on  a  foreign 
nation,  will  go  to  war  with  ua  against  that  na- 
tion 1  Why,  sir,  when  those  people  oppose  out 
laws,  coniiitutionally  enacted,  the  evil  is  great ; 
bat  if  we  enter  into  a  war,  aod  they  will  not  go 
with  us,  but  directly  or  indirectly  aid  the  enemy, 
will  not  our  sltuniioo  be  worse  ?  Those  very  men 
who  set  your  laws  at  defiance,  if  you  go  to  war, 
will  be  against  you.  Bnt  let  what  will  come, 
whatever  may  happen,  is  better  than  submission. 
If  we  give  up  the  embargo  system,  the  sooner  wa 

Eo  into  the  other  the  better.  Two  reasons,have 
een  given  why  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  should 
be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  June.  It  is  said 
that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  have  time  to  raise 

Sir,  at  the  laat  session  a  law  passed  for  raisto^ 
troops.     We  find  it  not  easy  to  get  Iroops  in  thia 
country,  where  the  wages  of  the  laborer  are  ao 
high,  and  of  the  soldier  so  low.    It  is  oat  to  be 
expected  that  a  man  who  can  set  ten  dollars  a 
month,  be  well  fed,  and  sleep  unaer  a  good  cover, 
wilt  put  himself  under  the  power  of  any  officer, 
who  has  absolute  sway  over  him,  for  five  dollars 
a  TOonih,  when  he  must  sleep  in  the  open  air, 
and  undcrzoalt  the  hardships  incidental  to  a  stale 
of  war.    Added  to  this,  a  man  who  enlists  for  a 
soldier  is  liable  to  have  his  brains  blown  out,  and 
that  ia  generally  considered  as  an  inconvenieat 
circumsiaoce,  sir.     Our  soldiers,  therefore,  ate 
generally  enlisted  from  amongst  that  class  who 
loo  idle  lo  work  for  their  livelihood.    There 
not,  thank  Qod,  a  great  many  of  thai  cla» 
nen  in  society;  and  there  not  being  a  great 
av,  is  the  reason  why  recruiting  goes  on  so 
slowly  in  this  country.    Between  thia  day  and 
the  first  of  June  you  would  scarcely  he  able  to 
se  three  thousand  men.   And  would  these  men, 
that  time,  be  belter  soldiers  than  so  maoy  mi- 
a?     No,  sir;  time  and  discipline  alone  can 
ke  soldiers.    Raise  men  now,  aod  by  June  they 
[|  know  but  very  little  more  of  discipline  Ihaa 
:  militia.    If  then,  men  could  not  be  raised,  or, 
if  raised,  could  not  be  disciplined  before  the  first 
of  June,  thiaarguroeni  in  favor  of  postponing  ihe 
repeal  of  the  embargo  until  that  lime  is  done 
away.    Another  argument  in  favor  of  Ihe  first 
dny  of  June  is,  thai  we  will  lake  the  last  chance 
of  peace.    I  am  tired  of  ibis,  sir.    We  have  taken 
at  least  ibirly  chances  of  this  kind.    If  we  must 
go  to  war  at  last,  It  would  have  been  vastly  bet- 
ter that  we  had  gone  lo  war  immediaLely  after  ihe 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  It  is  taking  a  chance  in 
a  lottery  which  consists  entirely  of  blanks  and'no 
prizes.    In  order  to  prevent  our  striking  them  the 
fiisl  blow  on  the  first  of  June,  either  of  the  belli- 
gerents may  strike  us  before  that  time.    They 
vill  know  that  we  cannot  strike  until  the  firit  day 
if  June,  and  they  may  therefore  take  the  Bret  day 
of  May.     If  the  emtrargo  is  to  be  given  up,  I  dO 
not  care  bow  soon,  if  it   be  to-morrow.     Aod  I 
beg  the  House  to  undersiand  me;  I  never  wiltlet 
go  the  embargo,  unless,  on  the  very  same  day  on 
which  we  let  go  ttie  embargo,  we  draw  the  sword.. 
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I  shair  70te  for  that  part  of  the  resolution  relatin; 
to  B  Kpeal  of  the  embargo,  because  I  do  nor  wis) 
to  cheek  the  wishes  of  the  House  on  the  subject , 
for,  when  the  embargo  is  [aken  off,  it  shoufd  be 
done  with  a  unanimous  vole.  As  to  the  second 
oart  ol'ihe  proposition.!  shall  also  vole  for  draw- 
ing (he  swbrd.;  bot,  if  I  should  be  in  the  minority 
on  that,  when  the  subject  comes  into  the  House. 
I  shall  vote  agaiost  every  part  of  the  proposilion. 
"  Mr.  GiRDENiBH  caid  that  it  seemed  that  iht 
House  was  on  the  eve  of  commencing  snewexper- 
imeot;  thai  they  had  declined  the  favorite  one, 
which  was  promised  to  he  so  very  effectual,  the 
efficieocy  ot  which  it  had  at  one  time  been  co: 
eidered  stupid  for  any  man  to  douhl ;  that  thev 
were  about  lo  lay  that  by — and  for  once,  he  saia. 
it  seemed  that  he  was  likely  lo  be  in  the  majority! 
He  was  happy  to  cotnplimeni  the  wisdom  of  the 
House  on  ihe  occasimi.  He  was,  however, 
fortunately  one  of  those  whose  confidence  in 
«nlhor$  of  experiments  in  this  country  had 
been  at  nil  increased  by  the  issue  of  that  experi- 
mentwhich  had  been  thirteen  months  io  coming 
10  an  issue.  He  said  he  must  therefore  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  of  any  proposed  experiment.  In 
respect  to  the  jjresent  proposition,  air,  said  he,  I 
feet  myself,  as  it  were,  walking  in  the  dark,  with 
■  blind  guide.  Therefore  1  must  exercise  (he 
humble  privilege  of  judging  for  myself,  of  en- 
deavoring lo  feel  out  for  myself  my  own  way,  to 
the  great  conclusion.  I  have,  however,  made  one 
Tefleclion.'on  what  I  have  heard  on  this  subject — 
that  on  this  occasion  we  are  not  overwhelmed 
with  a  profusion  of  promises  of  any  good  effect 
to  be  derived  from  (he  measure  proposed.  Ii  ap- 
pears to  me,  and  I  take  it  as  a  happy  omen,  (hat 
no  gentleman  has  ventured  to  say  that  war  would 
obtain  the  objects  for  which  alone  war  ought 
be  waged.  I  recollect,  sir,  thai  you  were  to: 
.  when  the  embargo  was  laid,  that  it  would  have 
the  best  effect.  There  were  many  who  believed 
il ;  a  majority  of  this  House  believed  it.  And  for 
myself,  when  1  looked  whence  this  encourage- 
ment,  (bis  prophecy  proceeded,  I  was  almost  in- 
clined to  douh(  whether  it  would  not  work  well. 
But  now  no  one  appears  lo  believe  thai  the  pro- 
posed measure  will  bring  us  lo  any  issue  what- 
ever, lo  any  delermination  of  the  distre^^sesof  the 
country  i  aod  yet,  because  il  is  spirited,  brave  and 
manly,  we  are  lo  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war, 
and  sscriSceatl  ibat  the  embargo  has  left  us.  No 
one  tells  you  that  such  a  course  would  be  produc- 
tire  of  any  advaotage.  I  cannot  go  into  a  mea- 
BUre,  sir,  from  which. even  the  friends  of  it  do  not 
hope  any  good.  I  do  nol  like  fighting  merely  for 
the  sake  of  fighting,  when  there  is  no  object  in 
Tiew.  Il  is  exhausting  the  nation  when  it  is 
srowin^  to  be  powerful.  I  will  engage  in  no 
Quixotic  expeditions.  I  will  go  to  fight  no  wind- 
mills. ■!  will,  as  was  said  hy  a  gentleman  .from 
Kentucky.  (Mr.  Lvon,)  who  says  many  sensible 
things  in  ibis  House,  sir,  lei  the  nation  grow.  The 
nalion  has  nol  arrived  to  that  slate  of  manhood 
in  which  it  can  claim  superiority.  If  (he  policy 
of  the  present  day  be  pursued,  it  will  b«  a  ricketiy 
infant ;  it  mny  be  a  spunky  spiceful  child,  but  will 


have  no  strength,  and  will  i 


ihe  policy  of  the  Govemmeni,  and  we  shall  be 
respectable  for  thai  policy.  Everything  which 
derogates  from  our  strength,  lends  lo  render  ns 
unimporiaot  as  a  nation. 

It  is  with  sensations  of  the  deepest  regret  (hit 


I  hai 


renllei 


I   this 


lake  n 


frequently  of  the  term  lebEtltonj  and  apply  it 
10  a  portion  of  (he  country  io  which,  I  venture  lo 
say,  no  spirit  of  rebellion  exists,  if  the  consci- 
ousness of  their  rights,  and,  among  chose  rights, 
of  ihe  right  of  pursuing  their  own  happiness,  be 
rebellion,  you  have  rebellion  enough  in  llial  eoun- 
iryijsir.  Have  we  come  lo  this  already,  that  when 
a  people  are  ground  down  into  dusi,  when  all 
their  fair  prospect  of  prosperity  is  blasted,  when 
they  have  no  nope  even  for  existence,  when  ihe 
comforts  of  life  are  even  (aken  away  from  iheu, 
when  they  experience  nothing  but  sufferiDg:— 
when  such  a  people,  convinced  (as  I  ihink  all  rea- 
sonable people  must  be  convinced)  that  this  is  to 
produce  no  good  purpose,  rise  up  and  say  thaitber 
caonol  con«eol  to  he  martyred  thus  that  it  shall 
he  called  rebellion  1  II  is  loo  much  for  humii) 
nature ;  ihey  have  borne  sufferings  of  a  most  un- 
exampled character  for  nonihs,  bui,  in  hopes  that 
the  speculaiions  of  ourpolilieat  theorists  might  be 
realized,  ihey  have  submitted  to  them,  and  vented 
their  dispositions  only  in  memorials  to  ibe  Pre- 
sideol  before  the  corameacemeot  of  Congress,  for 
ihey  conceived  that  when  Coogresx  met  there 
could  he  no  doubi  of  iheir  beiugrelieved.  When 
Congress  met  nothing  was  done.  What  would 
you  have  of  freemen  f  They  have  inltlligence ; 
ihe  very  form  of  our  QoverniQent  supposes  that 
Ihey  have  inielligence,  and  thai  they  art  capable 
of  judging  of  iheir  own  interest.  This  people,  ao 
intelligent,  so  wise,  (and  afler  this  at  least  I  hope 
I  shall  be  considered  as  a  good  Republican,)  see 
wilhagrealmany  others,  that  this  embargo,  how- 
ever, it  may  operate  on  one  of  the  belligerents — 
I  believe  il  is  not  pretended  thai  ii  operates  on  Ibe 
other — cannot  possibly  operate  lo  such  an  extent 
on  the  former  as  lo  bring  ihal  nation  to  terms. 
Then,  say  they,  all  (his  excessive  sufiering  to 
which  we  are  subjected,  is  lo  no  purpose  ;  we 
musi  still  go  on  supporting  this  elate  of  things, 
wiihoui  being  encouraged  by  the  slightest  glim- 
mering of  hope.  Can  you  ask  it,  sir  ?  Can  yon 
expect  itl  Recollect  that  if  on  the  one  hand  the 
Oovertimeot  is  entitled  lo  respect,  there  is  a  peo- 
ple for  whose  benefit  that  Qovernment  was  in- 
stituted ;  and  it  cannot  be  expected,  whatever  may 
he  said  here,  when  the  Governmeiit  does  not  do 
good  for  them,' that  they  will  say  that  they  will 
support  il.  No  people  ever  did  say  so.  You  ar« 
too  tbeorelic ;  you  cannot  expect  iL  But  to  call 
this  decision  oi  ihe  people,  to  whom  it  rightfally  ' 
make  it — to  call  this  decision,  «rh«i 
expressed  in  the  deep-toned  language  of  iodig-nant  - 
patriotism,  rebellion — sir,  I  cannot  find  a  word  to 
express  myideasatbearingtbemajesty  of  the  peo- 
ple assailed  io  ibis  way  ;  and,  a>a  Represeotatire 
of  ibe  people,  I  will  tioi  endure  it }  it  isabominable. 
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But,  how  do  geDtlemea  make  out  rebellioD  in 
this  case?  Does  any  geDllemaa  suppose  Ihe  town 
meetiogs  in  New  Eogland  are  to  rise  up  and  make 
rebellion  or  unregulated  reEislauce  to  the  laws? 
Indeed,  let  me  asauie  genilemen  that  there  is  not 
the  slightest  ground  lot  BppreheDiion  of  this  kind. 
"You  must  recollect,  sir.  ibai  tbeOeneral  GoTern- 
menl  was  originally  formed  by  Tree  and  indepen- 
deDt  Slates  ;  aad  when  the  causes  which  pro- 
duced the  Union  ceased,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  Union  should  cease  with  it.  And  it  is 
the  duty  of  ibis  body  to  take  care  that  the  causes 
-whicb  produced  it  shall  be  kept  in  full  aud  com- 
plete existence.  -Itis  by  employing  proper  means 
only  that  you  can  ever  hope  to  produce  a  desired 
effect.  The  Qayernment  wia  instituted  fur  cer- 
tain purposes  :  when  those  purposes  cease,  the 
CrOTerniaent  must  cease  also.  All  free  people 
know  this:  history  is  full  of  examples  of  it.  In- 
stead, then,  of  telling  the  people  that  they  are  in 
.sstaieof  rebellion,  make  your  laws  such  that  they 
vill  like  them— as  that  they  shall  be  happy  under 
them — and  then,  sir,  you  never  need  talk  to  the 
people  from  this  House.  You  have  eridence  of 
It  under  the  present  Administration.  The  people 
felt  obliged  to  it  that  thev  were  happy,  because 
llie  tun  shone  upon  them,  but  the  system  pursued 
is  at  an  end,  because  it  was  not  calculated  for  the 
storm  and  tempMt:  it  could  not  endure  turbulent 
limes.  Because  it  has  fallen  to  pieces,  the  Ad- 
minisiraiion  has  become  more  unpopular.  The 
President  himself  has  said,  that  when  laws  please 
(be  people,  they  will  rally  round  the  standard  of 
the  law.  It  would  seem,sir,  as  if  a  degree  of  pleas- 
ure was  felt  by  some  gentlemen  in  the  House,  in 
BupposiBfc  the  people  of  the  Cast  and  North  to  be 
a  people  incliaed  to  be  restless.  Suppose  that  the 
people  of  the  South  could  not  believe  that  the 
cnibargo  would  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it 
Tras  designed ;  suppose  that  thev  were  satisfied 
that  it  would  brin^  them  to  no  Itappy  result ;  is 
there  that  disposition  in  the  people  of  the  South 
that  tbey  would  sit  quiet  and  bless  the  hand  that 
pat  these  useless  burdens  upoo  them?  Is  that 
the  character  of  the  South?  I  hare  a  much 
-better  opinion  of  ibe  people  of  the  South  than  to 
believe  it.  If,  notwiilislandfng,  the  embargo  has 
produced  DO  effect,  their  great  confidence  induces 
them  to  go  on  supporting  this  thing,  tbey  act  very 
patriotically  in  so  doing.  The  North  and  East 
-appose  it  from  moiires  equally  patriotic;  and  it 
is  strange  to  me,  thai,  as  lo  that  point,  thirteen 
months  should  not  have  brottght  all  men  to  the 
same  mind.  When  the  people  of  the  South, 
under  a  former  Administration,  felt  themselves 


eriywas  in  danger;  when  they  were  told  that  thi 
alien  and  sediiion  laws  were  about  to  ruin  them ; 
did  they  sit  Milt  under  them  ?  Was  tbere  a  quiet 
submission  to  the  Government?  No,  sir;  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia  did  what  they 
-lliougbt  to  be  their  duty  :  they  thought  iheinselvei 
Aght  and  the  Qovernment  wrong,  and  took  a  great 
and  commanding  stand  for  the  liberty  (as  they 
thought)  of  Virginia.  Why  should  nut  Masaa' 
^husetts,  too,  take  the  same  atand,  when  she  thinks 


herself  about  to  be  destroyed;  not  because  ahe 
differs  with  you  on  mere  points  of  theory;  it  is 
their  very  bread  which  is  ntiempted  lo  be  taken 
from  the  people  there,  without  which  they  cannot 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  the  press  and  speech — a  press- 
ure infinitely  more  severe  than  that  caused  by  the 
alien  and  sedition  lavs.  And  I  am  rather  sur- 
prised that  gentlemen,  whose  hearts  no  doubt 
fflowed  with  patriotism  when  they  saw  their  owti 
Slate  take  a  stand,  cannot  endure  the  fame  stand 
when  taken  by  another  State. 

I  do  not  make  these  remarks  by  way  of  caating 
a  reflt^ctian  on  the  State  of  Virginia  ;  I  do  it  to 
show  that  human  nature  is  the  same  throughout 
the  United  States.  Make  your  people  betien 
that  they  are  imposed  upon  and  suffering  without 
cause,  and  they  will  everywhere  manifest  the 
same  disposition.  Lei  the  people  of  the  South  be 
but  once  convinced,  as  the  people  of  the  North 
are,  that  this  embarg-o  is  hut  a  weakand  feeble  ex- 
pedient, and  tbey  wUl  join  the  people  of  the  North 
against  it.  But  it  seems  that  in  one  point  at  least 
gentlemen  show  a  proper  practical  dtspositioo, 
and  Igive  them  most  sincere  thanks  for  it.  They 
start  at  last  at  pursuing  a  system  which  might  in 
the  end  produce  consequences  which  I  tremole  to 
think  of.  But  it  seems  at  last  that  the  embargo 
is  to  be  repealed,  and,  in  behalf  of  the  suffering 
country  which  1  in  part  represent,  I  give  gentle- 
men my  most  sincere  thanks  for  it.  But  I  beg  of 
them,  having  made  up  their  minds  to  relieve  ui 
from  one  cabmity,that  they  will  not  in  the  man- 
ner of  doing  it  bring  a  still  greater  calamity  upon 
Qs;  that  they  will  not.  when  we  ask  them  for 
bread,  give  us  a  sione.  The  resolution,  taken  al- 
together, is  no  removal  of  the  embargo.  It  is  ft 
continuance  of  the  embargo  in  its  worst  shape,  in 
its  most  distressing  form;  though  I  believe,  if 
gentlemen  who  are  disposed  to  relieve  us  from  the 
embargo  could  see  the  substitute  for  it  in  the 
same  light  in  which  it  appears  to  my  mind,  that 
there  would  he  no  difficuHy  in  rejecting  the  latter 
part  of  the  amendment,  proposing  the  issuing  of 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  In  that  case  ves- 
sels may  go  out;  but  where  wilt  they  go?  Yoq 
will  in  that  case  be  at  war  with  both  France  and 
Oreai  Britain.  Is  there  any  one  that  believes 
that  we  can  enjoy  any  commerce  under  such  a 
state  of  things?  Do  you  affect  10  tell  us  that  we 
ahall  be  restored  lo  the  navigation  of  the  ocean, 
and  at  the  same  time  create  dangers  which  did 
not  exist  before,  by  adopting  such  measures  at 
will  utterly  prevent  the  practical  enjoyment  of 
liberty?  You  tell  a  merchant  logo  out  to  sea,  and 
there  he  will  be  captured.  It  is  triSing  with  the 
impatience  of  the  people,  trifling  with  their  inter- 
ests ;  it  issiving  them  nothing.  It  is  strange, sir, 
that  the  Ckiveroment  of  the  United  Stales,  when 
there  was  little  real  danger  in  navigating  the 
ocean,  should  have  thought  it  Qeces.°Bry  for  the 
purpose  of  "keeping  in  safety  onr  essential  re- 
sources" to  lay  an  embargo  ;  and  that  when  tbey 
have  by  their  meaButes  made  a  safe  navigation  so 
impracticable  that  scarcely  one  in  twenty  can  es- 
eape  the  clutches  of  the  enemy,  tbey  should  say 
to  the  mercbaats  "now  you  may  go."    Depend 
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apOD  it,  (ir,  thai  joa  eaiiDot  deceive  ihe people  of 
the  commercial  StBtei  in  this  way.  Ifyou  wuild 
comply  with  (beir  requenli,  and  obTJaie  [he  fur- 
ther progress  of  the  tuin  vhich  like  a  blast  has 
?<read  over  ibem,  restore  ibem  ibeir  commerce, 
bey  will  thank  you.  Yoii  will  sirengtheo  the 
bonds  of  unioD,  which  should  oever  be  relaxed. 
Let  them  be  ibe  bonds  of  a  great  and  bish-spiriied 
people,  and  they  will  endure  forever.  Bat  do  not 
give  them  this  boon,  which,  in  the  momeot  of 
gtvinK  iL,  yoti  prevent  them  from  enjoying.  An 
act  which  shall  t&y  that  the  embargo  shsiT  be  re- 

Eeated  by  ptobibiiiDg  commerce  more  eSecluallv 
y  BOother  mode  than  the  embargo  could  do,  will 
Dot  and  ought  not  to  satisfy  the  people.  There  is 
notbing  in  it.  1  protest  lo  you,  sir,  that  I  feel  no 
little  affliclioQ  that,  at  a  momeol  when  I  thought 
that  there  was  a  probiibillty  that  the  embargo  was 
to  b«  removed,  the  liberty  of  the  seas  xhould  be 
wholly  taken  away  by  the  proposed  system,  which 
vill  produce  war  with  Qreat  BritBia.  The  only 
difference  between  the  two  systems  \f,  that  now 
you  enforce  the  embargo,  aod  if  this  resolu- 
tion  take  effect.  Great  Britain  will  enforce  ''  ** 
j^ou.  The  impossibility  of  carrying  ou  a  . 
tieal  navigation  will  be  precisely  what  it  was  be- 
fore. I  do  not  know,  in  point  of  expense,  that  it 
might  not  be  better  that  Britain  should  keep  on 
the  embargo  than  that  we  should  do  it  ourselves. 
If  blood  is  to  be  spilt  in  keeping  on  the  embargo, 
I  had  rather  it  should  he  British  blood  than  Amer- 
ican. Let  an  know  what  we  have  to  depend  on. 
sit.  If  you  mean  to  repeal  the  embargo,  do  re- 
peal it.  But  remember  that  if  in  doing  it  yon  do 
not  restore  us  the  use  of  the  ocean,  you  do  not 
repeal  it  for  that  purpose  for  which  its  repeal  is 
necessary.  Remember  that,  sir;  and  let  your 
acts  be  such  as  shall  spread  hHrmony  lod  hap- 
piDeis  throDgh  tbe  country.  But  the  peopli 
too  wise  to  suppose  that  any  sincere  dispos 
exiats  to  restore  commerce,  wheo  yon  yours 
ny  th&t  it  shall  be  at  an  end  in  the  same  breath 
that  you  profess  to  restore  its  wonted  activity. 

I  was  in  hopes,  when  the  first  resolution  on  this 
subject  was  proposed  by  the  genlleroan  ftora  Vir- 
|inia,  that  some  compassion  was  to  he  manifested 
to  the  people  of  tbe  East,  but  that  hope  declined 
with  that  day's  sun.  The  same  system  is  still  to 
be  persevered  io.  Can  gentlemen  hope  that  they 
can  restore  the  confidence  of  the  people  by  this 
sort  of  conduct  1  Let  the  Government  either 
enforce  the  embargo^  or  remove  it.  Let  them 
cither  permit  our  citizens  to  go  on  Ibe  ocean,  or 
let  them  say  that  they  shall  not  go  on  it.  Let  not 
gentlemen  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  East 
will  take  such  a  present  as  that  proposed.  They 
will,  by-and-by,  shrink  from  your  presents,  and 
will  not  touch  them.  We  beg  for  nothing  but  to 
be  dealt  fairly  with,  to  be  told,  in  plain  terms, 
what  yoa  will  do.  If  you  do  that  wiiich  is  right, 
■■d  go  to  work  and  restore  the  prosperity  of  ihe 
country,  wo  will  join  with  you  heart  and  hand ; 
bvt  we  are  not  to  he  brought  inta  uDanimity,  be- 
CBase  a  conne  is  pursued  which  all  reflection  tells 
(u  is  visionary.  1  was  pleased  yesterday,  sir,  with 
Ahe  impassioned  eloquence  of  the  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williahb,)  a*  hon- 
est a  man  as  God  ever  formed.  He  told  us,  if  we 
removed  the  embargo,  we  mnst  go  to  war.  It  it 
'aio  for  gentlemen  to  expect  us  to  go  lo  war, 
>n  we  CHD  see  no  object  for  war.  ^Ve  valoe 
highly,  for  that,  tbe  prosperity  of  our  people, 
their  wires  and  children.  We  go  amongst  Ibem 
Bud  see  their  situation,  they  are  a  people  fond  of 
money,  if  you  please;  aod  when  we  find  that  a 
can  support  life  comfortably,  we  think  there 
■Uy  more  honor  in  seeing  the  families  io  out 
cottages  well  fed  and  decently  clothed,  than  in 
sending  them  out  to  fight,  when  no  man  can  tell 
'  '  ''  ' ;  for.  It  is  not  so  spirited,  sir,  but  there 
more  happiness  in  it.  When  I  have 
done  my  duty  in  keeping  the  people  in  a  stale  of 
happiness,  I  can  go  home  ana  place  my  head  on 
my  pillow  with  a  safe  conscience  ;  but  I  should 
not.  if  I  were  to  plunge  this  country  into  a  war 
which,  on  the  one  hand,  is  unnecessary,  and  on 
the  other,  can  produce  no  good.  If  ws  even  have 
real  ground  for  coing  to  war  with  Great  Britain 
and  Fiance,  if,  oy  going  to  war,  we  could  only 
be  worsted,  I  would  smother  my  resentment  a 
while,  and  do  as  boys  at  school  often  do.  wait  tilt 
I  am  bi^  enough  to  fight.  I  would,  at  least,  have 
tbe  instinctive  wisdom  of  children.  I  know  not 
what  to  add  on  this  subject.  My  mind  is  exceed- 
ingly distressed  by  tbe  course  which  it  strikes  me 
is  now  contemplated.  I  wish  to  see  genilemen 
less  theoretical  and  more  practical ;  to  see  them 
abandon  theory,  and  consider  for  a  while  the 
means  of  promoting  the  plain  honett  comforts  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Di.Hi.  said,  be  rose  at  this  lime,  principal- 
ly, to  protest,  in  the  name  of  tbe  people  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  against  tbe  supposition  that 
it  could  be  necessary  for  them,  for  a  moment,  to 
vindicate  their  character  against  any  insiouatioti 
of  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  printed  ai  the  seat  of 
Government,  however  the  editor  might  soppose 
it  to  be  gratifying  to  those  whom  he  wished  to 
please.  When  gentlemen  talk  of  New  England, 
said  Mr.  D.,  and  of  Cotmecticut.  as  comprised  in 
it,  I  would  observe  one  thing;  inat  the  people  ot 
Connecticut  have  confided  tbe  raauagement  of 
their  affairs  here,  to  their  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress; that  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  petiiioo- 
ing  this  House.  If  they  wish  laws  repealed,  ihey 
do  not  address  memorials  to  you  on  the  subject; 
but  if  you  believe,  because  Ihey  do  not,  thai  they 
approve  of  the  laws,  you  are  totally  ignorant  of 
the  country.  Whatever  may  be  imagioed  abotit 
that  Stale's  being  managed  io  a  peculiar  ^ray,yoii 
know  but  very  little  about  the  people,  if  you  ima- 
gine that  ihey  are  not  actuated  by  sentiments  of 
uberiy,  if  you  imagine  that  the  sentiment  of  lib- 
erty is  not  one  of  the  most  inextingoishnble,  or 
that  their  attachment  to  RepablicaD  principles  b 
not  of  the  strongest  cast.  Their  love  of  liberty 
is  characterized  by  a  high  and  sacred  regard  to 
order.  The  liberty  which  they  wish  is  a  rational 
liberty,  one  in  which  wisdom  and  justice  reign 
supreme,  which  secures  to  every  man  his  right, 
and  protects  every  man  againii  aggression. 
Aa  to  the  idea  of  a  rebellion  in  tbe  northm 
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portion  of  the  Union,  I  sav  rbai  □□  BUch  thing 
eziats.  1  hare  heard  it  spaieu  of  as  if  there  did. 
It  is  strange  that  genileraea  caD  hesitate  one  mo- 
ment if  they  believe  that  rebellion  exists.  If  it 
does,  let  not  one  dajr  pa.is  orer  before  vou  arra; 
your  bat  ta  I  ions  and  order  ihem  forward.  If  you 
vill  not  do  Ihis,  you  are  bound  not  to  coosider 
■Qf  BgitatiOD  as  rebellion.  If  it  be  rebellion  you 
do  not  do  your  duty  if  you  do  not  suppress  i(. 
Tou  are  compelled  to  decide  whether  you  will 
denominate  it  rfbellion  or  disMtisfsction.  Ifit 
be  rebellion,  crash  it.  If  it  be  onlyan  expression 
of  dissatisfaction  ac  your  measnreg,  respect  it. 
Gentlemen  speak  very  freely  of  that  country; 
tbey  cannot  toach  it  loo  lightly,  especially  when 
they  speak  of  the  bayooel  as  applied  to  it.  Sir, 
gentlemen  must  beware  how  they  louch  on  this 
topic,  especially  when  it  is  viewed  as  arraying 
one  great  portion  of  the  Union  against  another, 
especially  >vhen  you  load  with  terms  of  oppro- 
brium a  targe  portion  of  the  Union,  when  il  is 
represented  as  being  the  hot-bed  of  faction,  as  the 
Dursery  of  loryism,  as  the  residence  of  "British 
aeents  and  persons  corrupted  with  British  gold," 
When  genilemen  talk  on  this  subject,  let  them 
recollect  one  thing.  The  iohabiiants  of  that 
part  of  [he  country  are  not  Ignorant  of  their  own 
strength  ;  and  no  threat  of  veneeaoce  will  make 
them  obey  you  for  a  moment.  It  is  a  moral  force, 
mnd  ihBl  only,  which  controls  them.  Of  one 
thing,  sir,  gentlemen  cannot  be  ignorant,  neither 
are  we.  The  physical  strength  of  the  different 
portions  of  (be  Union,  is  not  according  to  the 
ratio  of  represeniaiion  on  the  floor  of  this  Hoose. 
When,  therefore,  gentlemen  talk  of  engaging  the 
authority  of  the  Qovernmeni,  let  them  appeal  to 
sentiments  more  worthy,  more  honorable;  and 
when  we  talk  of  our  acts,  let  us  recollect  that  a 
power  superior  to  oorselfes  has  set  limits  to  oar 
aothoriiy,  and  said,  "thus  far  shall  you  go,  and 
no  further."  [Mr.  Eppeb  asked  to  whom  the 
^ntleman  particularly  referred  In  the  observa- 
tions which  he  msde.J  Mr.  Dana  said,  he  did 
recollect  particularly,  but  he  was  remarking  on 
the  general  current  of  obsetvatioDs.  which  had 
been  made  in  the  House  for  two  or  tnree  months 
past.  He  could  ooljr  say,  that  though  he  felt  the 
observations  at  the  lime,  he  had  not  particularly 
noted  by  whom  they  were  made,  and  they  bad 
left  only  a  general  impression.  And  there  is  one 
other  thing,  said  he,  which  I  havefelt  very  strong- 
ly— the  habit  or  example  of  denouncing,  of  cover- 
iog  with  terms  of  opprobrium  a  portion  of  the 
peopleof  the  United  States,  who  may  not  approve 
all  the  measures  of  the  Government.  1  have  felt 
these  things  because  they  are  grossly  misconstrued 
as  an  encouragement  to  that  ferocious  yell  of 
denunciation,  to  thai  savage  war  whoop  of  ven- 
geance which  is  excited  out  of  this  House  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  Union.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
xooment  that  that  spirit  should  be  repressed  in 
varions  parts  of  the  country.  If  in  the  moment 
of  peril  instead  of  arraying  on  this  fioor  the  peiiy 
passions  of  party,  we  were  to  combine  to  suppress 
■t,  we  should  more  consult  the  interests  of  our 
coilDtry. 


littee  appointed  to  consider  our  foreign 
has  presented  us  three  alternatives — 
submission,  emoargo,  or  war  with  Great  Britain 
and  France.  They  conceive  il  to  be  necessary 
take  one  of  these.  For  myself,  sir,  I  declare 
It  1  do  Dot  wish  to  take  either.  As  to  war 
th  Great  Britain  and  France,  1  should  wish  to 
delay  that  till  1  could  understand  how  it  was  to 
be  made.  As  to  this  going  to  war  with  two  na- 
tions at  war  with  each  other,  1  should  tike  first  to 
make  some  inquiry  on  the  subject.  I  wi^h  to 
if  any  gentleman  of  military  talents  has 
up  any  system  of  fighting  three  armies  lo> 
gether.  One  against  two  on  the  same  side,  is  DO 
new  thing,  sir;  but  three  against  each  other  is  a 
perfect  novelty.  I  really  do  not  know  they  could 
draw  up  their  troops  in  order  of  battle,  suppo.iing 
three  armies  to  meet.  They  could  not  lie  drawn 
up  in  parallel  lines,  for  each  army  must  he  op- 
posed  to  two  others.  It  is  a  sort  of  prismatic  or 
triangular  thing;  for  I  cannot  lake  three  linei 
and  form  a  square  of  them,  or  any  other  regular 
body.  How  would  they  form  a  line  of  reserved 
The  only  way  that  I  could  think  of  arranging  an 
army  on  this  principle,  was  to  draw  up  the  three 
armies  in  a  tnanglar  form,  the  angles  at  120  de- 
grees, the  whole  making  360  degrees,  or  a  whole 
circle;  but  in  this  case  you  must  keep  them  there, 
not  let  them  move,  or  yon  destroy  tne  principle. 
This  is  a  new  thing  which  I  wish  to  have  ex- 
plained.   It  is  not  the  old-fashioned  way  of  fight- 
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modern  war.  When  Ve  go  to  sea,  how  will  the 
system  standi  Three  frigates,  British,  French, 
and  American,  all  at  war  with  each  other,  meet. 
Now  if  any  two  of  tbeoi  were  on  the  same  side  I 
could  understand  it;  but  I  cannot  understand  this. 
I  have  read  an  account  of  an  English  ship-of  the- 
line  going  out  and  running  between  (wo  enemies' 
shipsK)f-the-line  in  the  night,  and  a  heavy  fire 
commencing  on  each  side,  backing  with  consid- 
erable address,  and  leaving  them  to  fire  on  each 
other.  But  really,  sir,  I  cannot  imagine  how 
ships  of  three  belligerents  era  to  go  lo  woik. 
""  lay  aloog  side,  forward,  or  aft;  and 


hey  cannot 
It  I  dj  not  I 


any  man  who  has  nautical  skill  enough  to  com- 
mand a  frigate,  or  any  man  who  can  give  the 
order  of  battle  for  a  brigade,  could  think  ofen- 
gagioE  ai  the  tame  time  with  two  enemies.  If 
on  this  principle  you  go  to  war,  therefore,  yon 
must  trust  the  command  to  persons  totally  un- 
worthy of  command. 

Mr.  Eppeb. — I  am  glad  that  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  has  exhausted  in  debate  the 
feelings  with  which  he  commenced ;  that  he  has 
concluded  his  remarks  iu  perfect  good  humor  I 
have  no  doubt.  His  dissertation  on  triangles, 
although  ingenious  enough,  does  not  appear  to 
me  entirely  new.  The  gentleman  might  add 
much  to  his  stock  of  information  on  the  oses  of 
the  triangle  by  perusing  a  luminous  pamphlet 
recently  printed  on  this  subject,  called  the  *'  Trial 
of  Alexander  Whisielo."  It  is  a  book  containing 
much  cniioui  learning,  and  I  am  certain  the  gen- 
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tlemaa  from  Cooaeciicui  wil)  rec 
aad  JDstructioD  from  its  perusal.  I  regret  ex- 
tremely some  of  ihe  observations  which  have 
fallen  from  the  genllemaa,  ELDd  am  happy  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  apply  any  part  of  them  to  me. 
I  disclaim  havinii  ever  reflected  on  the  people  of 
any  part  of  the  United  Stales.  When,  on  a  for- 
mer day.  in  debate,  I  declared  that  the  lory  prin- 
ciple had  assumed  m  ibis  country  an  official  form, 
I  referred  to  a  sentiment  which  1  lead  from  the 
Esses  resolutions,  containing  whet  I  at  that  lime 
considered,  and  still  consider,  a  loiy  principle. 

We  are  lold  that  we  are  Dowaboui  to  abandon 
the  embargo  and  make  a  new  experiment.  What 
U  (be  new  eiperimentT  Letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal.  The  trial  of  force  after  every  other 
remedy  has  failed  is  not  a  new  eiperiment.  It 
always  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  the  last  resort 
in  contests  between  nations.  When  every  other 
mode  of  adjusting  a  difference  has  failed  there  is 
DOlbing  lett  but  to  give  up  ilie  contest  or  fight. 
Sir.  from  the  period  at  which  the  United  States, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Government 
assumed  its  rank  among  the  independent  nationa 
of  the  earth,  we  have  been  the  object  of  suspi- 
cion and  jealousy  to  the  present  great  belligerent 
nations  of  Europe.  Aiiached  to  peace,  and  anx- 
ious to  preserve  it,  all  our  efforts  have  been  di- 
rected to  this  object.  Our  habits  are  not  warlike. 
The  glory  of  conquest  and  the  splendor  of  con- 
querors, are  spectacles  unknown  to  this  happy 
country.  The  sympathy  excited  in  this  country 
towards  France  by  the  American  Revolution, 
first  roused  the  jealousy  of  Great  Britain.  To 
this  jealous  feeling  we  may  attribute  many  of 
the  wrongs  inflicted  on  us  by  Great  Brilaia  from 
the  year  1783  lo  the  year  17S5,  when  our  differ- 
ences were  adjusted  by  treaty.  The  conclusion 
of  this  treaty  roused  the  jealousy  of  France. 
The  sympathy  produced  by  the  American  Revo- 
lution  had  been  neakeoed  by  time,  and  was  to- 
tally lost  during  the  sanguinary  period  of  the 
French  Revnlution.  From  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  our  peace  with  France 
was  in  danger.  Various  acts  of  injustice  and 
violence,  on  the  part  of  that  Government,  hrouirht 
us  almost  into  a  state  of  actual  war.  Our  differ- 
ences were  adjusted  by  treaty  ;  but  the  suspicion 
and  jealousy  of  both  these  Powers  remain.  To 
that  unfounded  suspicion  and  jealousy  we  owe 
many  of  our  present  difficulties.  The  demon  of 
jealousy  alone  could  induce  either  of  these  Pow- 
ers to  believe  that  this  nation  is  disposed  to  at- 
tach its  destinies  either  to  France  or  Great  Brit- 
min.  Nothing  will  satisfy  Great  Britain  but  in- 
volving us  in  her  contest  with  France;  nothing 
will  satisfy  France  but  involving  us  in  her  con- 
test with  Great  Britain.  Evetythin;j  short  of 
this  is  represented  by  each  as  partiality  towards 
her  euemy.  Each  Power,  on  the  pretext  of  our 
being  partial  to  the  other,  has  offered  as  injuries. 
lo  which  we  must  either  oppose  effectual  resist- 
ance, or  surrender  our  independence.  Shall  we 
fold  our  arms  and  sit  down  content  under  ail  the 
wrongs  that  we  have  received,  or  »hall  we  try  our 
•trength}    It  is  no  longer  a  political  delusion. 


We  are  about  to  remove  the  embargo.  This  pte- 
cauiionary  measure  is  to  be  abandoned;  our  ves- 
sels are  no  longer  to  be  chained  to  tbe  docks; 
thev  are  to  be  employed  on  the  ocean,  and  Ameri- 
can seamen  will  and  active employmeat  in  avei}g- 
ing  the  wrongs  and  vindicating  tbe  rights  of  iheir 
country.  In  this  important  object  I  had  hoped 
we  should  all  unite.  It  seems,  however,  that  this 
new  experiment  of  Gghiing  is  considered  rather 
worse  than  the  embargo.  I  Lave  been  aitonished 
lo  hear  gentlemen  gel  up  and  speak  on  tbe  old 
worn-out  subject  of  tbe  embargo.  They  tell  us 
that  the  people  must  6nd  their  way  to  the  ocean. 
Can  they  go  on  it  without  arms?  Take  letter* 
of  marque — fight  your  way]  No,  this  is  war;  it 
will  prevent  their  going  on  the  ocean  at  all.  It 
will  wholly  destroy  commerce.  Nothing  but  re- 
sistance to  Great  Britain  and  Prance,  effectual 
resistance,  can  ever  restore  commerce.  It  is  gone, 
and  with  it  agriculture,  if  these  decrees  and  or- 
ders are  not  opposed  by  all  the  eoeif  ies  of  the 

What  is  our  present  situation?  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Ilousein  read- 
ing documents ;  from  these  documeati  I  consider 
as  established,  beyond  a  possibility  of  denial,  the 
following  positions: 

t.  That  Great  Britain  has  violated  our  terri- 
tory, murdered  our  citizens,  committed  enormous 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  impressed  our 
seamen,  excluded  from  market  seventy  millious 
of  dollars  of  our  exports,  and  subjected  to  tribute. 
to  the  following  amount^  the  great  staples  of  out 
country,  viz:  tobacco,  three  dollars  per  lOOlbs.; 
cotton,  sixteen  cents  per  pound;  corn,  lixteen  cents 
per  bushel;  flour,  two  dollars  per  barrel;  fisb, 
ninety  cents  per  100  lbs.;  pork,  six  dollaii  and 
eiehty-six cents  per  barrel;  i>eef,  three  doUatGaad 
thirty-three  cents  per  harreL 

2.  That  France  has  violated  her  treaty,  com- 
mitted enormous  depredations  on  our  commerce. 
burnt  our  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  subjected  tbem 
to  capture  for  causes  over  which  we  have  no  con- 
trol, and  subjected  to  capture  our  commerce Tvith 
Britain,  its  islands  and  dependencies,  amounting 
lo  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars. 

3.  That  both  these  Powers  have  attempted  to 
mark  out  tbe  course  which  the  United  Stales 
ought  lo  pursue  towards  its  enemy;  and,  under 
the  pretext  of  retaliating  on  us  for  supposed  sub- 
mission, have  carried  their  injustice  and  riotence 
so  far  as  to  leave  to  ihe  United  States  no  com- 
merce which  can  be  pursued  wilh  safety  or  honor. 

4.  That  negotiation  has  been  tried  with  both 
these  Powers  in  every  possible  form,  and  bas 
failed. 

Will  any  gentleman  come  forward  and  den; 
any  one  of  these  positions?  He  cannot.  Docu- 
ments on  the  table  demonstrate  iheir  truth.  These 
injuries  cannot  be  submitted  to.  They  must  be 
resisted,  Tbe  latt  appeal  to  the  justice  of  these 
nations  has  been  made.  Whenever  the  embai^o 
is  removed  we  must  fight.  Whether  we  Gg'ht  on 
the  triangle,  the  square,  or  the  form  called  rougb 
roll  and  tumble,  I  care  not.  Fight  we  mast,  un- 
less we  are  destitute  of  principle  and  of  courage. 
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T  woald  not  aubmii  withoQt  a  straggle  to  the  un- 
just pretensions  of  either  of  these  Powers.  The 
canses  which  produced  the  Aioerican  Revolution 
were  trifliDir  compared  U'ith  the  present  moii' 
strous  pretensions  of  the  belllgereois. 

Will  the  people,  who  spurned  a  paltry  lax  on 
tea,  when  united  under  the  sime  Goveroineni 
with  Great  Britain,  submit  to  a  tax  on  the  most 
valuable  staples  of  their  couniry,  and  hold  the 
right  to  carry  them  to  market  at  the  will  of  a  for- 
eign Power  1  It  is  imposible;  our  ancestors  gave 
up  a  country  affording  everything  to  gratify  ava- 
rice and  pride.  They  placed  themselves  under 
the  goddess  of  liberty,  in  &  forest  filled  with  howl- 
ing savages,  and  destitute  of  the  comforts  of  life. 
Shall  we,  [he  descendants  of  ih&t  people,  shrink 
from  meiniainiog  our  independeoeel  Shall  we, 
to  avoid  the  evil  of  war,  take  the  greatest  of  all 
evils,  a  base  nuhmission  to  foreign  Poweri? 

We  are  told  that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
which  called  forth  all  the  energ'ies  of  Virginia, 
were  mere  tauee  compared  with  the  emlwrgo. 
They  were  bitter  pills,  never  to  be  swallowed  ; 
iher  were  clear,  open,  and  manifest  violations  of 
the  Constitution,  and  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Virginia  Legislatare  against  these 
laws  remains  unanswered  to  this  day.  When- 
ever the  neople  of  Massachusetts,  or  any  olher 
State,  shall  come  forward  and  show  me  that  a 
law  is  unconstitutional,  and  In  the  same  firm  and 
Constitutional  form,  and  that  1  have  violated 
their  rights,  I  em  wilting  to  retmce  my  steps. 
But  when  they  tell  me  that  they  cannot  live  but 
by  a  base  submission  to  a  foreign  Power,  I  will 
■ajr  to  them  '^starve."  Whenever  the  people  of 
this  country  cannot  live  without  crouching  to  a 
foreign  Power,  let  themntarve.  I  cannot  consent 
to  surrender,  as  a  dessert,  or  for  a  whole  dinner, 
the  rights  or  this  country. 

We  are  told  we  cannot  maintain  our  rights ; 
that  \re  mast  grow  before  we  fight.  We  cannot 
groMT  under  base  submission  to  ioreign  despotism. 
Look  at  the  history  of  tha  world,  and  see  whether 
any  nation  bae  grown  up  under  oppression.  It  is 
tyranny  which  produces  ill-formed  and  ricketty 
children,  end  not  an  adherence  to  the  rights  of 
men.  Bat  the  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
told  us  that  this  attempt  to  assert  the  rights  of 
the  nation  by  war,  is  worse  than  insult !  1  have 
shown  yon,  sir,  thatthe  people  are  ezcladed  from 
the  ocean  by  the  decrees  ofQreat  Britain  and 
Prance,  end  if  we  reise  the  embargo, 
be  the  consequence.     Why,  sir,   if^w 


f^we  take  off 


those  places  effected  by  the  decreesend 
have,  as  has  been  repeatedly  shown,  but  a  com- 
merce of  seven  millions  end  a  half.  Will  you 
take  this?  If  you  do  end  prohibit  intereonrse 
with  the  placet  affected  by  the  decrees,  it  is  sub- 
Take  the  second  project  which  has  been  offered, 
viz:  to  arm  our  merchant  vessels,  andellqw  ibem 
to  trade.  If  our  differences  were  with  Frence 
alone,  this  would  be  en  effectual  and  honorable 
provision.  We  could  force  a  tradeagaiost  France. 
Oar  situoiifHi  would  permit  it.    Bui  will  any  gen- 


tleman say  that  we  can  carry  tobacco,  or  rice,  or 
cotton,  or  fish,  to  market  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  protect  it  with  cannon  acainsi  Greet 
Britain?  No,  sir;  arming  the  mercnent  vessels 
will  give  only  a  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 
It  is  consigning  to  individuals  the  destinies  of  the 
nation.  Issuing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  is 
a  fair,  manly,  and  open  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  nation.  It  will  afford  to  our  citizens  a  chance 
to  get  back  some  of  the  property  of  which  they 
have  been  plundered.  It  will  give  neither  Power 
a  monopoly  of  our  Cbmmerce.  We  can  assail 
both  belligerents  and  fight  them  both  at  triangles, 
squares,  or  oblongs,  or  in  every  possible  form  in 
which  we  can  meet  yith  them.  If  our  arms  can 
be  employed  with  effect  on  water,  our  vessels 
most  not  be  encumbered  with  cargoeK.  Letters  of 
marque  end  reprisal  will  be  effectual  resistance  to 
both  these  Powers— arming  our  merchant  vessels 
is  not  resistance  in  the  present  state  of  the  world. 
It  can  be  followed  only  with  disgrace  to  the  na- 
tion and  ruin  to  the  individual.  It  will  give  to 
Great  Britain  the  erelusive  monopoly  of  our  com- 
merce and  destroy  the  value  of  all  the  great  sta- 
ples of  our  country.  Having  already  stated  to 
the  House  once  to-day  the  reasons  why  I  think 
that  the  embargo  should  not  be  continued  beyond 
the  first  day  of  June,  I  shall  Iretpesa  no  longer  on 
your  alieution. 

WEDNEai>AT,  Febroary  1. 

On  motionof  Mr.  BtTRWELL,  that  the  House  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Raolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  instructed 
to  fhrnish  the  Librarian  of  Congress  with  two  complete 
sets  of  all  documents  laid  before  Congiesa  at  esch  ees- 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HoLMEa,  from  the  Cora  mittee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred, on  the  fifteenth  of  December 
lakt,  a  letter  and  represeniation  of  Thomas  Paine, 
presented  (o  this  House  on  the  fourth  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  made  a 
report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  aniT  ordered  to 
lie  on  ibe  table. 

PREPARATION  FOB  WAK. 

The  House  atrein  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Niobolas  and  Mr.  Bicon'a  resolu- 
tions— the  proposition  for  filling  the  blank  with 
the  first  day  ot^Jane  being  still  under  considera- 

Mr.  Bacoh  said,  that  perhaps  the  almost  inter- 
minable debates  to  which  this  subject  of  embargo 
in  whatever  shape  it  was  presented  to  us  always 
gives  rise,  might  justly  be  esteemed  not  the  least 
amongst  those  many  inconvenience*  which  were 
imputed  te  it.  Sure  he  was,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  an  evil  so  entirely  imaginary  as  were 
many  vt  these  which  both  in  and  out  of  this 
House  had  been  laid  to  its  charge.  It  had  cost 
us  a  most  vehement  and  impassioned  debate  to 
get  into  it;  bad  been  the  theme  of  an  almost  per- 
petual debate  during  its  continnanoe,  and  it  now 
seemed  that  we  could  get  out  of  it  only  by  the 
same  course.    For  himself  he  should  have  been 
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willing  to  hare  met  the  preuDi  qapsiion  by  a 
silent  rote,  if  a  similar  disposition  bad  been  gen- 
erallf  evinced  on  eilber  lide  of  the  House. 

From  present  appearaoces,  said  Mt.  B.,  1  am 
sony  to  be  obliged  to  realize,  tbat  in  my  vole  on 
bolb  parts  of  the  resolution  under  consideration, 
I  ihail  probably  be  compelled  to  differ  with  many, 
though  I  Irnat  not  a  majoritfof  those  wilb  whom 
it  has  usually  been  my  pleasure  and  my  pride  to 
unite  on  most  questions  of  a  public  Datore.  In 
the  obseivaijooa  which  have  fallen  from 
ibose  genilemen,  there  hA  appeared  ii 
bare  been  inieimingled  at  least  some 


a  to  the  propositions  now  pending 
before  us.  This  is  a  state  of  things  which  it  was 
perhaps  very  natural  to  expect,  and  we  may  pro- 
bablyaswell  now  as  ever  give  afree  vent  to  ibose 
transient  feelings  which  it  is  calculated  toeicite, 
and  settle  the  account  at  the  outset 

On  this  head  it  was  intimated  yesterday  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jackbon)  that  the 
popular  clamors  which  were  at  present  so  loud 
in  some  quarters  of  our  country  might  per- 
haps deter  some  gentlemen  from  adhering  to  that 
course  of  policy  to  which  tbev  might  otherwise 
assent;  cautionm?  them  at  tne  same  time  that 
they  might  be  hurled  from  their  seats  by  the  peo- 
ple, if  through  a  defect  of  the  nerves  they  should 
shrink  from  a  rigid  performance  of  that  duty 
which  the  crisis  called  opon  them  to  perfor 
Mr.  ChairmBD,  with  respect  to  political  nerves,' 
have  probably,  most  of  us,  as  good  ao  opinion  of 
the  strength  of  our  own  as  they  deserve;  but  to 
judge  of  this  particular  working  upon  the  system 
of  others  is  at  ooce  a  difficult  aod  delicate  un- 
dertaking. So  much  Joes  the  nervous  system 
vary,  according  to  the  different  habits  and  coo- 
stitulion  of  politicians,  (hat  it  is  Impossible  pre- 
cisely to  ascertain  its  operation,  or  the  different 
results  to  which  it  sometimes  conducts  us.  With 
some,  it  undoubtedly  operates  to  create  a  sort  of 
icstioctire  horror  at  the  prospect  of  popular  dis- 
approbation, nnd  a  peculiar  seDsibtlily  to  popular 
clamor.  With  othern,  its  tendency  is  to  foster  a 
confirmed  repugnance  against  dinerine,  in  any 
essential  point,  from  those  enlightened  few  whose 
opinions  we  have  been  habituated  to  reverence, 
and  whose  general  priociplei  we  have  beea  ac- 
customed to  respe«I,  lis  influence  upon  our  pub- 
lic conduct  should,  unquestionably,  in  both  re- 
spects, be  sedulously  guarded  against.  For  if,  in 
one  case,  it  degrades  the  tegislalor  into  the  vari- 
able and  unstable  demagogue,  in  the  other.  It 
sinks  him  into  the  levee  politician,  or  the  accom- 
modating courtier.  For  one  I  can  truly  declare, 
that  I  know  of  no  public  situation  in  which  the 


opinions  of  those  in  whom  we  are  accustomed  to 
confide  as  politicians,  and  sincerely  to  respect  as 
men.  Hy  present  situation  enables  me  to  speak 
with  a  moat  feeling  sense  of  the  truth  of  this  re- 
mark. But,  as  on  the  one  hand,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
ooc  to  be  driven,  or,  as  the  expression  has  been, 


not  to  be  kicked  into  any  course  which  I  cannot 
approve,  by  tbe  rudeness ofmy political  advetsa- 
ries,  so,  on  (he  other,  would  I  be  careful  aot  to  be 
seduced  into  it  by  any  overweening  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  my  friends,  however  respectable 
in  their  private  characters,  or  exalted  in  their  pub- 
lic standing. 

With  respect  to  the  present  qaestion,  Mr.  B. 
said,  he  was  compelled,  from  the  best  considera- 
tion which  he  could  bestow  upon  it,  to  differ  from 
tbe  very  respectable  mover  of  the  resolution  on 
both  parts  of^his  proposition  ;  on  the  first,  as  to 
the  time  at  which  he  proposed  lo  give  it  effect, 
and  on  the  second,  as  to  tbe  extent  of  the  measare 
itself.  The  proposition  now  was,  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  first  day  of  June.  So  far  as  this  applies 
to  tbe  repeal  of  the  embargo,  what  beaefieialeods 
can  be  answered  by  deferring  it  to  so  late  a  pe- 
riod 1  There  were  certainly  many  pasiiive  ben- 
efits lo  be  calculated  upon  from  its  early  repeal ; 
amongst  these,  was  tbe  consideration  thatitwonid 
more  effectually  quiet  those  public  jealousies  and 
discontents  which  had  been  so  assiduously  excited 
and  promoted  in  some  parts  of  tbe  Union.  Most 
of  these,  to  he  sure,  be  well  knew  to  be  oareason- 
able  and  unfounded ;  many  of  them,  he  had  no 
doubt,  were  wicked  and  perverse.  Still,  if  by 
any  measure,  Dot  otherwise  exceptionable,  they 
could  be  effectually  allayed,  it  was  certainly  not 
an  undesirable  object.  It  surely  could  not  be 
sound  policy,  by  adhering  to  this  system  beyond 
rhe  measure  of  absolute  necessity,  to  risk  in  the 
hands  of  any  faction  which  might  be  disposed  lo 
wield  it,  an  instrument  hy  which  they  may  en- 
danger (he  Union  of  our  country,  and  raise  them- 
selves to  power  ou  the  ruins  of  liberty  and  the 
ConsiituttoD.  There  were  many  other  advan- 
tages, in  a  commercial  view,  which  we  sbontd 
derive  from  a  speedy  repeal,  and  which  would  be 
very  much  lost  by  (leferring  it  to  so  distaot  a  pe- 
riod; these  had  been  urged  by  others,  and  be 
would  not  enlarge  upon  them. 

What,  then,  are  the  advantages  expected  to  be 
derived  from  a  protraction  of  this  measare  font 
months  longer?  At  to  any  coercive  opeiatioa 
which  it  may  have  upon  foreign  nations,  nhei 
.L period  of  its  continui —       '' 


n  is  fixed,  its  coercive  force  is  allowed  to  be 
gone.  It  is  only,  then,  as  a  measure  calculated 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers, that  the  protraction  of  lis  repeal  lor  so  loit^ 
a  period  can  be  thought  desirable.  That  this  is 
an  object  of  the  highest  moment,  and  for  the  at- 
tainment of  which  we  should  cheerfully  subnil 
to  vary  great  sacrifices,  cannot  be  denied ;  it  it 
for  this,  and  this  alone,  that  we  have  so  Jong  con- 
sented tolbem;  but,aswemay  sometimeseven  trnf 
gold  (00  dear,  so  the  chance  of  an  honorable  peac^ 
and,  under  inc  present  aspects,  it  is  at  best  but  a 
chance,  may  be  purchased  too  high.  It  will  be 
too  high  if  it  even  expose  to  hazard  and  ioterrup- 
(he  continuance  of  our  internal  uoioa  and 
national  (ranquillity.  Sir,  when  1  speak  of 
an  interrupdon  of  ttaoqaillity,  I  beg  oot  to  be 
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iindentood  as  being  iolimidated  mraeir,  or  im- 
pressing others  witli  any  ■npreheniions  of  domei- 
lic  ioaUTrection,  oT,  as  it  dbs  been  denomioated 
■ometimes  on  thii  floor,  rebellioQ  agaioM  your 
law!i  in  aof  part  of  ihU  oatioa. 

Thouffli  DosudiideBcaobeeDteTtRined  bf  tbose 
of  us  wEo  are  well  acq^uaioted  with  the  people  of 
New  England,  jet  in  justice  to  thote  gentlemen 
from  other  quarters,  nho  have  io  their  remarks 
here  alluded  to  sueb  a  state  of  ihiogs,  t  must  sajr 
that  the  ODtraffeout  and  intemperate  language 
which  is  daily  Tield  forth  id  most  of  the  principal 
papers  of  a  certaia  character  in  that  leclion  of  the 
country,  and  the  direct  and  open  justification  of 
forcible  resistance  to  out  lawi,  which  they  fre- 
qnentlf  inculcate,  have  an  ioeritable  tendency  to 
create  in  the  minds  of  the  public  bere,  a  belief  that 
New  England  is  vast  verging  to  such  a  lamenta- 
ble and  disgraeefut  state.  Sit,  I  hare  said  here- 
tofore, and  shall  continue  to  say,  that  all  such 
suggestions,  froin  whatever  quarter  [hey  may 
come,  ire  a  libel  upon  the  sood  people  of  New 
England ;  and  however  mnclb  disposed  the  con- 
ductors or  patron*  of  these  prostituted  papers  may 
be  to  plunge  their  fellow-citizens  into  acts  of  in- 
■abordination  and  open  resistance  to  the  laws  of 
the  nation,  they  will  never  succeed.  The  known 
and  established  character  of  that  people  is  a  sure 
pledge  of  their  incapacity  to  be  driven  into  any 
such  desperate  attempts  by  the  arts  of  a  few  am- 
bitioDs  and  infatuated  partisans,  and  for  the  snh- 
serviency  only  of  their  setGsh  purposes.  It  is  not 
(bereforefrom  thsfcir  of  having  to  meet  any  such 
state  of  things  that  I  should  be  desirous  of  sha- 
ping any  public  measure.  But  there  may  perhaps 
arise  a  state  of  public  feeling,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  prejudice  and  delusions,  which,  though 
very  far  from  either  open  resistance  or  insurrec- 
(ian  against  law,  niay  yet  be  very  different  from 
that  sute  of  public  tranquillity  and  national  onion 
wbicb  at  a  period  of  threatened  hostility  from 
foreign  Powers,  it  is  extremely  desirable  to  cherish 
and  preserve,  when  it  can  he  done  without  the 
sacrifice  of  any  material  object  on  the  part  of  the 
nation ;  and  as  no  material  object  can  in  my  view 
be  calculated  upon  by  a  coatinuation  of  the  em- 
bargo to  the  first  day  of  June,  which  we  shall  not 
be  at  least  as  likely  to  attain  by  placing  it  at  an 
earlier  day,  I  cannot  but  allow  some  weight  to  the 
consideration  which  I  have  alluded  to.  If  by 
means  of  the  embargo  we  are  to  obtain  oar  object 
with  foreign  Powers,  of  which  we  are  not  with- 
out hope,  it  has  probably  before  this  time  had  its 
eSectj  and  if  not,  no  effect  can  be  hoped  from  it 
after  its  limitation  shall  he  known,  whether  thr 
period  of  iu  repeal  be  fixed  either  one  month  o 
three  months  distant. 

So  much,  sir,  as  to  the  day  with  which  it  ii 
proposed  to  fill  the  blanks,  so  far  as  it  applies  ti 
that  part  of  the  resolution  touching  the  repeal  o 
the  embargo  laws.  As  it  affects  that  part  of  it 
^rbich  goes  to  aatborize  general  reprisals  against 
either  or  both  of  the  agsretsiog  nations,  I  would 
remark,  that  even  were  I  satisfied  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  measure  proposed,  in  the  present  pe- 
cnliai  >tate  of  oar  afiiuta,  I  coold  by  no  means 


consent  to  this  mode  of  taking  it.  In  every  point 
of  view,  the  policy  of  declaring  offensive  war 
against  any  nation  four  months  in  advance,  is  to 
me  wholly  objectionable.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
taking  upon  ourselves  to  judge  of  the  fiioesg  of  a 
measure  at  a  future  time,  which  our  suceessois 
in  the  next  Congress  can,  when  the  lime  arrives, 
determine  the  expediencv  of,  under  all  the  cit- 
camslances  which  may  then  present  themselves 
to  them,  much  better  than  we  can  ;  and  it  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  if  the  contest  is  then 
entered  upon,  it  is  our  successors,  and  not  we, 
who  have  got  to  carry  the  country  through  the 
struggle. 

It  is  further  objectionable,  as  its  effect  must  be 
to  throw  the  advantage  of  the  game  out  of  out 
hands  and  into  those  of  our  adversary;  and  after 
being  formally  notified,  that  we  are  determined 
to  strike  on  the  fir^t  of  June,  and  not  before,  they 
must  be  poor  calculators  indeed,  if  they  do  not 
take  advenle^  of  a»  and  strike  first.  Such  a 
step  is  also  eminently  calculated  to  defeat  the  very 
object  which  is  usually  and  principally,  in  tended 
by  the  measure  of  reprisalsi  whicn  object  is,  as 
I  have  ever  uaderstoodj  to  enable  the  citizens  of 
an  injured  country  to  indemnify  themselves  for 
the  losses  which  they  may  have  sustained  through 
the  aggressions  of  the  injuring  conntry,  or  those 
of  its  subjects,  out  of  the  property  and  effects  of  - 
the  latter  wherever  found.  It  ought,  therefore, 
from  its  very  natur;  and  objects,  to  be  an  opera- 
tion of  the  moment.  Tbe  blow  should  be  struck 
at  once,  while  the  effects  of  the  adversary  are 
within  our  reach  ;  but  by  giving  public  notice  of 
our  intention  so  long  before  hand,  can  anything 
else  be  expected  than  that  the  latter  will  either 
withdraw  his  property,  or  so  protect  and  secure 
it,  tbat  the  great  ooject  of  our  reprisals  will  be  in 
a  great  measure  defeated  7    Surely  not. 

But,  in  addition  to  these  objections,  as  to  the 
time  proposed  for  the  execution  of  this  measure, 
I  am  by  no  means  convinced  that  the  measure 
itselfis  the  next  best  which  can  be  presented  to  us, 
by  which  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  our  adver- 
saries, upon  removing  the  embargo.  It  has  very 
often  been  urged  upon  us,  that  the  idea  of  a  war 
on  out  part  with  two  nations,  each  of  whom  was 
at  the  same  time  at  war  wiin  the  other,  was  ut- 
terly absurd  and  impracticable,  and  could  not  be 
seriously  thought  of;  that  the  difficulties  of  such 
a  state  of  things  were  great  and  serious,  as  it  re- 
lated to  a  direct  oBlensive  war,  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed, though  no  one  could  say  tbat  the  situation  of 
a  nation  might  not  be  such  as  to  render  it  her  duty 
to  meet  and^risk  it,  at  every  hazard.  At  any  rate, 
tbe  objection  to  it  coold  only  be  considered  as  hav- 
ingany  force  when  applied  to  an  offensive  state  of 
boatililies.  As  to  defensive  resistance,  or  a  war 
of  defence  merely,  it  could  surely  be  no  objection 
to  it,  that  it  would  have  to  he  exercised  against 
two  or  more  nations,  who  might  be  aggresFiDg 
upon  either  our  territorial  or  maritime  rights. 
These  it  would  be  our  daiy  at  all  hazards  to  de- 
fend, as  well  as  they  could,  should  thev  be  assailed 
by  all  the  nations  of  Christendom.  Itall  the  war- 
ring tribeaofaavagei  beyond  theMissistippiahonld 
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(tl  once  JDvade  our  tenilory,  id  differeal  diree- 
lions,  we  rausi  meet  them;  and  whether  we  ibuEht 
by  aor  rules  of  either  aucietil  or  modern  warbrt 
or  not,  repel  them  by  our  uimosi  meaDs.  Oui 
maritime  rights  might  not  be  capable  of  the  sami 
effectual  defence,  but,  if  attacked,  we  must  re&is 
aod  defend  them,  in  some  shape  or  other,  be  ihi 
assailant!  as  numerous  as  they  miftht.  Such  i^. 
ia  some  measure,  the  peculiarity  of  our  present 
xituaiion.  and  it  furnished  a  weighty  considera- 
tion why  we  should  aroid  waging  an  offensive 
war  as  long  as  possible,  seeing  ibat  we  could  ua' 
well  select  our  single  adversary,  with  honor  ( 
ouTselres,  or  without  seemiDg  to  do  it  by  compul 
siDD-of  the  other.  But  this  furnished  no  reasoL 
why  we  should  not  resist,  defensively,  the  aggres- 
sions of  both,  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  reso- 
lution which  I  bad  the  honor  a  few  days  since  to 
lay  ou  the  lable^  and  which  ia  now  regularly  be- 
fore this  Committee.  t(  is  in  fact  for  the  reasons 
before  suggested,  that  I  should  prefer  Ihi: 
first  step  to  hostilities,  and  the  next  best  mode  of 
iolerposJDg  our  resistance  to  c 
other  reason  is,  that  it  affords  ua  another  and  a 


been  so  feelingly  described  ;  the  horrors  of  which, 
at  this  extraordinary  period,  no  tongue  perhaps 
can  describe,  and  the  end  of  whi.:h  no  m 
with  any  precision,  calculate.  If  we  at  ooi 
general  reprisals,  (which  is  only  anothei 

for  direct  war,)  the  die  is  from  this  morne^. , 

.  the  last  hope  of  peace  it  fled,  and  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  but  to  make  the  best  of  the  contest 
can.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  take  the  inten 
diate  step — authorize  defensive  resistance  and  spe- 
cial reprisals,  only  when  Grsi  assailed — we  do  not 
thereby  put  both  the  belligerent  Powers  up  to 
Ibeir  mettle,  and  place  them  on  that  point  of  pride 

.  .  t  be 
which  a  measure  of  mere  defen- 
sive hosfiiities  will  place  the  relations  between  us. 
So  far  from  it,  that,  if  we  are  at  liberty  to  enter- 
tain any  hopeof  a  returning  sense  of  justice  from 
either  of  them,  it  may,  I  flatter  myself,  be  calcu- 
lated upon  from  a  couiseof  this  sort.  From  which 
of  then)  it  should  first  be  expected,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  undertake  to  csleulate.  In  relation  to  what 
may  be  expected  from  one  of  them,  no  one  can 
perhaps  conjecture.  But  I  will  i^ay,  that  if  those 
who  govern  the  Councils  of  Great  Britain  are  not 
yet  utterly  overcome  with  a  spirit  of  madness  and 
infatuation,  they  must  recede  from  the  execution 
of  the  system  which  they  have  levelled  sg.-iinst 
us,  when  they  see  that  after  so  long  a  forbearance 
we  are  at  length  determined  to  risk  open  colli- 
sions, if  tbey  see  fit  to  force  them  upon  ns  any 
further.  Should  they  then  recede,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  France  will  do  the  same  in  a  very 
short  period.  But,  if  she  shall  not,  I  think  that  I 
may  safely  pledge  myself  (for  all  those  at  least 
with  whom  I  have  usually  acted)  that  they  will 
unite  aa  one  in  avenging,  in  the  beat  practicable 
mode,  those  outrages  upon  the  national  honor, 
interesi,  and  indepeotleDce,  which  we  hare  unaa- ' 


imously  declared  are  not  to  be  submitted  to  from 
any  Power  on  earth ;  and  which  (whatever  may 
be  pretended  by  Great  Britain)  this  Governmeal 
has  always  been  ready  and  anxious  to  vindicate 
OUT  country  against,  could  we  have  been  sufiered 
to  do  it  with  honor  to  ourselve*,  and  without  a 
seeminK  compulsion  at  least  on  ber  part  towards 
us.  The  fact  is,  that  as  it  respects  both  ihow 
Powers,  their  conduct  has  on  both  side^i,  hitherto 
been  so  utterly  wanton,  capricious,  and  thwart- 
ing towards  us,  that  they  have  contrived  (in  the 
expressive  language  of  our  Minister  at  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain)  to  embarrass,  perplex,  and  con-  I 

found  all  those  measures  of  resistance  to  the 
aggressions  of  either,  which  they  have  been  con- 
tinually requiring  us  to  take  against  each  other.  ' 
We  choose  not  to  take  measures  any  luore  than 
''  to  cive  reasons  upon  compulsion,"  aod  we  will 
not  so  lake  them.  We  wilt,  however,  I  trust, 
defend  ourselves  against  the  depredations  of  both ; 
aod  if  they  both,  or  either,  choose  to  persevere  in 
the  execution  of  thetr  lawless  agressions,  we 
shall,  it  is  hoped,  become  more  united  in  oar  de- 
termination and  oui  effocU  to  vindicate  oilr  rights, 
if  they  shall  continue  to  be  assailed. 

At  any  rate,  I  am  for  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  ensuing  Congreas,  which  is  to  meet  at  an  early 
day,  to  determine  upon  that  position  which  the 
nation  shall  lake  in  relation  to  such  •  stale  of 
things  as  may  grow  out  of  the  course  wliieb  I 
propose.  They  raayvery  probably  choose  to  enter 
a  step  further  into  the  earnest,  should  no  accont- 
modaiionofourdifficulties  be  effected  before  they 
shall  assemble.  As  one  of  that  body,  I  shall  Dot, 
at  present,  any  further  pledge  myself  lo  what 
extent  I  would  then  go  for  the  protection  of  com- 
mercial rights,  and  for  the  interests  of  commer- 
cial men.  After  the  sample  which  they  have  too 
generally  afforded  of  their  principles,  and  the 
treatment  which  thisQoTernment  have  received 
for  the  difficulties  in  which  they  have  involved 
themselves,  at  their  request,  and  in  the  vindica- 
tion o(  those  interests  which  these  men  claim  aa 
peculiarly  their  own,  it  is  to  be  hoped  everyfuture 
Administration  will  very  usuiiously  commit  ibe 
fortunes  of  the  country  al  their  instigation.  Like 
most  of  the  members  on  this  floor,  I  represent  only 
an  agricultural  population.  That  people,  though 
having  no  peculiar  interest  in  the  pursuit  of  for- 
eign commerce,  have  been  willing,  biiheno,  to 
contribute  their  most  effectual  aid  in  assisting  their 
commercial  brethren  in  mainuiaing  their  pecD- 
liar  rights.  But,  after  what  has  so  lately  pasaeil 
on  the  part  of  these  gentlemen,  1  should  baidlf 
advise  my  constituents  that  it  was  their  daty  not 
only  to  insist  upon  fighting  all  the  world  for  ihe 
assertion  of  commercial  rights,  but  even  to  fight 
the  merchants  themselves,  as  it  seems  theymnsi, 
in  order  to  make  them  also  fight  for  their  owa 
interests.  In  the  management  and  regulation  of 
ihe  coacerns  of  these  people,  there  really  appears 
to  be  aomeihiug  whicli  renders  it  at  least  unsafe 
fora  legislator  lo  pledge  himself  to  anything  spe- 
cific in  their  behalf.  In  regard  lo  the  noble  ani- 
mal who  traverses  the  land  or  roams  io  the  forest, 
th&ie  is  something  steady  upon  which  we  may 
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'mlh  some  safety  calculate ;  but  with  respei 
thewsfwaril  moiions  and  larluous  windings  of 
tbe  slimy  and  slippery  eel,  whu  squirms  in  Ibc 
ocean,  ii  is  impossible  to  calculate  wbere  or  hon 
ire  may  best  lay  bold  of  bim,  or  the  moHt  effectu- 
ally regulate  his  oourse.  On  all  these  point!-,  with' 
out  pled([ing  ourselres  any  further,  I  am  disposed 
to  leave  it  to  the  wisdom  of  our  successors  to  put 
thcDBtJon  iDsacbansiiitudeas  the  circumstances 
then  presenting  ahall  render  it  most  expedient. 

Mr.  Troop  said,  he  wished  to  postpone  tbi 
CODeideratjon  of  ibis  subject,  for.  the  more  he  re 
fleeted  the  mote  siroogly  was  he  confirmed  it 
tbe  opinion  that,  if  the  resoluliiins  were  adopted 
in  any  shape,  they  could  onlyoperaieas  an  empty 
meoaee  on  foreign  nations.  It  would  not  ba  a 
binding  declaration  on  the  next  Congress,  and 
could  only  be  considered,  in  relation  to  foreign 
nations,  aa  a  dishonorame  concession.  Under 
wbat  circumstances,  said  he,  were  these  resolu- 
tions brought  inio  the  Hou<e1  The  House  has 
lolemnly  resolved  not  to  submit :  has  resolved  lo 
place  (he  country  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  has 
resoUed  on  a  further  execution  of  the  embargo 
laws ;  it  has  passed  a  bill  for  an  extra  session  of 
CongreEs  in  June  ;  and  yet,  having  done  all  ihene 
■CIS,  the  course  of  measures  is  cuddenly  changed, 
and  under  what  circumstaucesl  Why,  sir,  ai  a 
moment  when  we  are  ibreateoed  with  internal 
commotion,  after  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  aide 
of  ibe  House  bare  lold  you  that  you  would  not 
go  into  a  war,  however  seriotisly  you  threatened 
it;  after  you  have  been  told  tbai  your  resolutions 
were  nothing  but  paper  resoluiions ;  after  gentle- 
men hare  loTd  you  ibai  your  embargo  laws  could 
not  and  would  not  be  executed;  we  hear  of  in- 
surrections in  the  Eastern  section  of  ibe  Union  ; 
we  hear  of  what  is  called  Constitutional  oppoai- 
tioit  to  the  laws,  of  Consiiiulional  and  unconati- 
tutiooal  bodies  for  tbe  express  purpose  of  declar- 
ing the  unconstitaiionality  of  th^  taws  and 
encoDraging  violent  resistance  and  opposition  to 
tbem  ;  and  yet,  sir,  you  determine  to  repral  your 
embargo.  It  is  not,  therefore,  al  the  foreign  hos- 
tility with  which  we  are  menaced,  nor  yet  tbe 
disturbance  of  domestic  iraaouilliiy  with  which 
we  are  threatened,  that  I  feel  the  least  unessi- 
nesa.  I  am  only  seriously  concerned  for  fear  that 
this  yielding,  this  concession  (if  it  be  only  con - 
j«clnred  to  be  a  concession)  to  a  domestic  fac- 
tion of  any  description,  will  end  in  tbe  destruc- 
tion of  our  Consiiiuiion  and  tbe  ruin  of  your 
Ghivernmenl.  It  will  be  evident  and  incontesta- 
ble, and  it  mast  grieve  any  man  to  think  ot  it 
ivbo  values  the  liberties  of  hii  country,  that 
your  Constitution  Is  not  strong  enough  to  stand 
tbe  rude  shock  of  faction.  Gentlemen  will  not 
give  themselves  time  lo  think  seriously,  sir. 
Xbey  will  not  divest  themselves  of  local  iWling 
as  they  ooght  to  do.  I  am  ready  to  acknowiedee 
thai  ibis  Gavernroi>ni  has  been  heretofore  wisely 
admioistered ;  it  has  exclusively  governed  by  tbe 
milil  virtues — prudence,  mode  aiion,  clemency, 
forbearance,  and  economy.  These  are  tbe  prin- 
ciples which  have  heretofore  characterized  your 
'     ;  but,  as  your  condition  changes, 


will  not  the  principles  of  your  Government 
change  also?  When  yoti  are  threatened  with 
foreign  and  domestic  war,  does  it  not  become  you 
to  nut  away  your  peace  principles  and  put  on  the 
haoilimenls  of  war  7  In  such  case,  will  not  firm- 
ness and  decision  of  action  and  liberality  in  tbe 
expenditure  of  public  money  characterize  your 
conduct.  Certainly.  If  you  are  threatened  with 
war,  nt  home  and  abroad,  the  best  mode  of  avoid- 
ing both  is  a  vigorous  repression  of  opposition  at 
home,  and  a  direct  resistance  of  hostility  from 
abroad.  If  gEnileraeo  contider  this  Government 
in  the  nature  of  it  to  be  a  weak  Qsvernmenl.  they 
are  mistaken.  It  is  the  strongest  Government 
on  earth  both  for  peace  or  for  war.  Tbe  great 
fundamental  principle  on  which  all  political  in- 
stitulions  are  built  is  that  of  obedience  to  law:  it 
is  the  fundamental  principle  of  your  Government 
that  the  will  of  tbe  majority  shall  govern ;  and 
that  this  will,  when  expressed,  shall  be  executed, 
even  at  the  expense  of  all  the  minority  whostaoa 
np  in  opposition  to  ihe  law,  is  as  fundamental  a 
principle  as  any.  And,  if  the  Executive  fait  in 
the  execution  of  the  law,  he  fails  in  his  duty  to 
his  country.  He  never  will  fkil,  I  am  sure,  and 
the  eiecutioQ  of  the  law,  I  will  leave  to  him.  If 
he  wants  the  ways  and  means  give  it  to  him  ;  but 
be  it  your  province  to  make  the  law  and  bis  to 
execute  it.  And  if  rebellion  actually  existed,  it 
would  not  be  for  you  to  look  to  it.  It  ou^hi  to 
have  no  effect  on  your  deliberations  any  luriher 


ipeak  with  deference  on  this  subject,  sir,  when  I 
recommend  any  specific  course  lo  be  adopted  in 
preference  to  any  other  mode;  hut  it  appears  to 
me  to  adhere  lo  ihe  course  heretofore  marked  out 
by  yourselves — to  go  on  in  ihe  course  of  right 
and  justice  and  policy,  without  turning  to  the 
right  or  left  to  inquire  who  approves  or  disap-. 
proves.  It  is  not  possible  thai  you  can  consent 
to  exchange  your  coursefor  Ihe  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing ifae  clamDr  of  a  party.  It  would  be  the 
height  of  extravagance  and  lolly  in  us  to  proceed 
in  sach  a  manner  as  to  forfeit  the  esteem  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  to  oblige  a  minority. 
If  nine-tenths  of  Ihe  people  are  ready  to  enforce 
a  measure,  you  will  not  abandon  it  because  one- 
lenih  threaten  to  rebel  against  it.  And  what  bet- 
ter pledge  could  you  give  of  your  determination 
to  raise  the  embargo  on  ihe  first  of  June  than  tbe 
act  for  an  extra  session,  accompanied  wiih  the 
declai^tions  which  were  made  on  its  passage? 
These  are  the  reasons — and,  sir,  I  am  sorry  to 
make  such  desultory  observations  on  so  important 
a  subject — why  1  would  determine  to  continue  in 
the  old  course  till  June,  to  make  preparations  for 
war  in  the  meantime,  and  in  June  to  declare  that 
war  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  limes. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  said,  as  he  intended  to  vote  lo 
fill  the  blank  in  the  resolution  with  the  first  of 
June,  he  thought  it  proper  to  make  some  remarks 
on  the  policy  which  would  govern  his  vote,  and 
ihe  effects  which  he  conceived  it  would  produce. 
With  respect  to  the  embargo  laws,  said  Mr.  B.,  I 
always  have  understood  that  they  were  to  eeus 
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ID  the  SpriD^  or  early  in  the  Summer.  From 
that  fact  naTJue  been  uoderaiood,  the  obserralioD 
of  my  friend  from  Georgia,  ibai  we  are  earn- 
p«llea,  bv  the  slate  of  things  io  the  Baatern  couQ- 
try,  Io  taue  off  the  embargo,  does  not  appl^.  The 
Goursa  Qow  proposed  would  be  pursued  if  those 
circumstances  had  not  produced  aaiiety.  I  per- 
fectly agree  with  the  geDileman  from  Georgia 
that  it  would  be  improper  for  this  House  to  gire 
up  a  wise  and  just  meaKure,  because  ao  opposi- 
tion to  it  eiists  in  any  particular  portion  of  the 
country.  But,  sir,  the  embargo  will  certainly 
produce  do  effect  as  a  coercive  measure  as  soon 
as  it  is  UDderstood  that  the  opposition  to  il  bas 
become  so  serious  a;  to  endanger  the  public  ttan- 
guillity.  Where  we  enter  into  a  contest  wiib  the 
Oorernments  of  Europe^  which  consists  in  pa- 
tieoce  and  forbearance,  it  is  not  to  be  expected, 
when  they  find  that  a  change  of  things  is  nroba- 


oui  when  tbey  conceive  that  the  measures  of  the 
OoTernment  will  be  changed.  Noihio^  is,  to  my 
mind,  more  clear  than  chat  this  wilt  be  the  effect 
produced  on  foreign  Govern menti,  and  that  its  co- 
rrclTe  effect  can  only  be  calculated  on  while  we 
have  union  in  its  support.  It  is  s.  fact,  owing  to 
certain  things,  which  hare  taken  place  in  >  P&'t 
of  the  United  Slates,  that  its  beneficial  effects 
hare,  in  a  great  measure,  been  destroyed  by  eva- 
aions  which  bave  heretofore  taken  place,  and 
which  will  again  take  place^  where  the  people  are 
disposed  to  connireat  violations  of  the  law.  The 
effect  of  the  measure  must  be  destroyed,  unless 
the  Qovernment  take  measures  to  enforce  it.  If 
the  House  give  a  pledge  that  it  shall  expire  at  a 
certain  time,  I  feet  satisfied  that  every  man  will 
■it down  quietly  and  encourage  the  execution  of 
the  law.  As  to  violations  of  the  law,  produced 
from  actual  suffering  or  pressure,  I  cannot  bring 
my  mind  toa  belief  of  it.  1  believe  that  the  un- 
easiness io  the  Eastern  country  proceeds  entirely 
from  an  idea  that  the  embargo  originated  in  an 
intention  (o  destroy  commerce,  and  to  favor  one 
foreign  nation  in  preference  to  another ;  and  that, 
if  they  bad  not  their  feelings  excited  by  thi!>  per- 
version of  fact,  they  would  bear  the  measure  ai 
well  as  other  citizens.  This  baa  produced  this 
restlessness ;  and  when  a  course  is  pursued  which 
will  do  awav  the  aaiiety  on  this  tubjeci,  I  be- 
lieve they  will  bear  the  measure  with  patience. 
As  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that,  when  the  em- 
bargo ceases,  if  the  causes  which  produced  it  do 
not  cease,  this  nation  mu«t  go  to  war,  not  In  de- 
fence of  petty  comruercial  rights,  but  of  rights 
which  involve  the  Rovereigniy  of  the  oation,  I 
sm  disposed  to  put  off  the  period  at  which  it 
•hall  commence,  that  we  may  have  another  op- 
fwriunity  to  appeal  to  the  interests  (not  to  ' 
justice)  of  the  belli gerenu,  which,  in  myopini 
will  produce  a  beneficial  effect.  What  will  be 
the  effect  of  passing  the  latter  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  my  colleague  ?  Why,  that  if  the 
orders  and  decrees  be  not  withdrawn  before  a 
certain  day,  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  will  be 
issued  against  both  belligerents,  or  against  the 
one  whiah  perseveres.    How  will  this  affect  our 


disputea  abroad  1  If  France  recede*  from  her 
decrees,  and  Great  Britain  rescinds  her  orders,  of 
course,  we  shall  then  be  at  peace  with  both. 
Suppose  France  were  to  refiue,  and  Great  Britain 
were  to  think  proper  to  withdraw  her  Orders  in 
Council,  what  would  then  be  the  state  of  things  1 
You  stnad  involved  in  a  war  with  France,  oe- 
cause  you  have  pledged  yourself,  and  you  are  the 
only  branch  of  the  GoveromeDt  who  can  make 
such  a  pledge.  Mr.  Canning,  in  his  letter  ot  the 
23d  of  September,  seems  to  have  founded  an  oh- 
ieccioa  to  a  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Pinkney, 
because  he  did  not  make  it  directly  and  officially 
from  his  Government,  but  as  an  expression  of  hit 
□pinioD,  that  it  would  be  agreed  to  by  his  Oov- 
ernment.  I  repeat,  then,  that  if  this  House  will 
lake  the  ground  proposed,  the  assnrauce  is  strong 
that  they  will  withdraw  their  Orders  in  CouDcili 
they  certainly  will,  if  tbey  choose  to  see  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  involved  in  the  proieculion  of  the  war 
against  France.  I  submit  it  to  gentlemen  whe- 
ther it  be  not  of  sufficient  importance  that  we 
should  bear  this  embargo  tilt  the  first  of  June,  to 
leave  to  the  Governmeat  power  to  make  ibat 
sort  (jf  offer,  and  present  that  result  to  the  Euro- 
pean belligerents.  Out  Administration  has  here- 
tofore bad  no  power  to  make  such  a  pledge ;  but 
if  the  measures  of  CoogreSs  would  authorize  the 
President  to  make  such  an  offer  of  alternatives,  1 
think  it  would  produce  ao  adjustment. 

But  it  is  objected  Io  as  pledging  the  neil  Con- 
gress, as  passing  a  law  now  to  govern  them  whea 
they  meet.  If  anything  should  happen  between 
now  and  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  would  it 
not  be  perfectly  competent  to  them  to  repeal  the 
law  in  whole  or  in  parti  Nothing  can  be  more 
clear  or  evideal  than  that  you  will  not  embarrass 
the  succeeding  Congress  or  mark  out  for  them  a 
course  which  they  will  be  compelled  to  pursue. 
I  should  be  the  last  man  in  this  House  who  would 
intimate  anything  like  a  new  piopositioa  to 
either  of  the  ibelligerents,  were  it  not  for  the 
last  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  in  which  beexpresses 
a  hope  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  that  tbey  shall  still beabte 
to  settle  the  differences  between  the  two  uationa 
on  amicable  terms.  When  they  expres^ia  desire 
of  that  kind,  I  should  always  be  ready  to  meet 
them.  Whether  the  desire  be  sincere  or  not,  iiis 
not  for  me  to  say  ;  but  I  am  disposed  to  accon- 
modate  them  with  an  opportunity  of  proving  their 
sincerity.  It  would  unite  us;  and  this  state  of 
things,  in  my  opinion,  aided  by  the  events  taking 
place  m  Europe,  will  induce  them  Io  aeeammo- 
date  with  us.  Everybody  knows  how  the  hopes 
of  the  British  Governmeat  and  people  were  elat- 
ed b^  the  events  taking  place  in  Spain.  In  pro- 
portion as  their  hopes  from  that  quarter  diminish, 
they  wilt  feel  more  disposed  to  enjoy  that  com- 
merce which  they  have  lost  bv  their  own  impru- 
dence and  illiberality.  It  is  objected  that,  by  tbit 
course,  yon  will  apprize  the  belligerents  of  Hk 
lime  when  you  will  commence  hostilities,  and, 
by  that  means,  will  enable  ibem  to  benefit  of  your 
intended  measures  of  hostility.  But,  air,  it  is 
well  known  that  it  was  expressly  noderstood  that 
Con^res*  is  to  meet  bete  in  May ;  «nd  thmt  when' 
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t  of  embargo  ia  retnored,  lotne 
■Mnd  will  be  taken  to  treage  the  iojuries  of  [liJs 
couDtrf.  I  will  ask,  if  tbe  act  for  no  ezlra  aes- 
sioD  ia  Dot  BTidence  siiffieieDtly  atroag  of  ibis  ie- 
termioBtion  1  But,  how  could  jon  surpriss  them, 
sir  7  They  ha>e  ao  pToperty  in  this  coamry,  for 
they  bare  already  withdnwo  ii.  Their  mer- 
cbantmen  are  geDerally  armed,  aod  commence 
ojperationa  when  yaamay,  iroti  will  Sod  do  maie- 
Tial  change  in  the  preparaiioDS  of  tbe  belliger- 
ents. 

The  proposition  of  the  gentlemsD  fromMassa- 
ehusetts  for  arming  our  merchant  retsels,  and 
permitting  them  to  wage  a  defensire  warfare. 
appeiN  to  me  to  be  the  most  unforluDaie  of  all 
courses,  if  yoa  mean  seriously  to  defend  vour 
maritime  right*.  If  you  permit  your  merchant 
Teasel*  to  arm,  they  will  all  go  out  incapable  of 
resisiaDce ;  and  eren  if  they  are  bound  to  some 
neutral  port,  if  any  oeeurrenee  shall  take  pla 
which  stall  compel  you  to  fnTolTe  yourself  ... 
wmr,  the  whole  of  your  property  abroad  is  within 
the  reach  of  the  Briiish  nary,  and  she  might 
uke  a  step  to  secure  the  whole  Soaiiug  property 
of  (he  United  States.  That  warwill  be  the  con- 
^sequence,  I  cannot  doubt,  and  you  will  com- 
meDce  it  under  erery  disadvantage.  After  your 
property  it  taken,  you  will  fight  in  Tain  for  its 
recoTery.  1  think  that  we  should  either  defead 
ihe«e  rights,  or  gire  them  up.  If 
them,  let  ua  rely  upon  our  own  r 
upon  oar  owd  exertions.  This  wilt  completelr 
defeat  one  motire  for  laying  the  etnbargo,  whicn 
has  so  far  secured  our  property  and  rendered 
iovalnerable  to  the  attack*  or  the  enemy, 


A  gentleman  from  New  York,  {Mr.  Qari 
^lERjjiwho  spoke  on  the  subject  yeslenlixr- 1 
tnred  that  you  were  about  to  take  b 


deceive  the  people ;  thai  you  were  about  but 
coBiinne  the  embar^  under  ■  different  name. 
Now  I  am  much  mistaken,  lir,  if  that  be  a  fair 
inference  from  the  state  of  things  which  would 
exist  even  ia  case  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Is  it  not  known  by  every  gentleman  that  we  had 
a  eommeroe  even  during  the  Revolutionary  war? 
To  be  sure  it  was  not  as  ezterLsive  or  as  lucrative 
BB  in  a  state  or  peace.  But  can  any  geniletnan 
believe  now,  when  our  enterprise  is  at  least  as 
gremt  and  oar  opportunity  greater,  that  our  mer- 
chants could  not  carry  on  commerce  better  than 
they  could  then?  Certainly.  Nothwithstaoding 
all  the  exertions  of  Qreat  Britain  in  guarding 
your  coast  you  may  carry  on  commerce.  But 
what  does  that  argument  amount  to  1  Does  the 
{^ntleman  from  New  York  wish,  because  a  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  country  could  carry  on  a 
lucrative  commerce,  not  withstanding  the  Orders 
in  Council,  by  selling  their  product  in  the  Brit- 
ish markets,  that  the  whole  interest  of  every  other 
section  of  the  Union  should  be  given  up  1  Are 
the  ^eat  interests  of  the  eoantry  to  be  complete- 
ly given  up,  because  one  class  of  people  would 
receive  relief  from  it?  Of  what  consequence  is 
it  to  OS  to  caltlvate  the  soil,  if  we  are  restricted 
to  a  particular  market,  which,  it  has  been  sbowo, 
does  not  consume  ooe-seventh  of  our  prttduetl 
10th  COK.  Sd  Seis.— 41 


Is  this  the  policy  which  gentlemen  think  we 
ought  to  pursue?  As  for  legislating  for  a  partic- 
ular section  of  the  Union,  the  doctrine  is  so  novel, 
so  inconsistent  with  the  very  object  of  Govern- 
ment, that  I  am  astonished  that  any  gentleman 
on  (his  floor  should  advance  opinions  of  this 
sorL  If  we  are  to  yield  to  these  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, to  permit  the  external  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  be  lazed  by  Great  Britain,  let  us  go 
the  whole  lun^th.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
those  regulations  which  now  exist  to  favor  the 
carrying  trade  of  a  particular  class  of  the  people 
can  be  persevered  in,  if  we  are  obliged  by  them 
to  submit  to  taxation.  If  we  are  forced  to  anb- 
mil,  at  least  let  us  have  our  produce  carried  to 
market  as  cheap  as  we  can,  and  not  in  addition 
to  foreign  taxes  pay  a  tax  at  home,  by  way  of 
bounty  to  tbe  shipping  of  ihe  Eastern  States. 

It  has  been  aiked  by  some  gentlemen,  what 
are  you  going  to  war  for?  A  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  asks  if  you  are  going  to  war  for  the 
principle  that  free  ships  make  free  goods?  |a 
that  a  candid  question,  !>ir?  The  United  States 
have  given  up  that  principle  as  far  back  as  Jay's 
Treaty.  Ii  was  abandoned  in  the  correspondence 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  with  Gtenet  ia  1794. 
How  then  can  the  gentleman  justify  it  to  him- 
self in  holding  out  to  the  nation  that  we  are 
riing  to  war  tor  a  principle  formally  abdicated  ? 
put  it  to  Ihe  gentleman,  whether  the  cause  of 
quarrel  beiween  na  should  be  made  to  rest  on  a 
principle  not  at  all  in  contest  ?  Another  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  says  he  will  go  as  far  as 
any  gentleman  in  defeoding  the  honor  of  his 
country.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  sir;  for  the  gen- 
tleman by  an  honorable  service  in  the  RevoliH 
tionary  war  has  already  proved  it.  No  doubt,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  could,  like  my- 
self, believe  that  the  independence  of  ihe  nation 
is  prostrated  if  we  aubmit  lo  these  edicts,  be  would 
be  as  little  disposed  to  submit  to  them  a*  I  am. 
But,  sir,  when  he  placed  the  question  on  com- 
mercial  ground  altogether,  and  lefl  it  to  the  cal- 
culation of  the  merchant  whether  he  would  pay 
taxes  or  not,  I  am  not  sarprised  that  we  diner, 
new  thing  to  differ  about  the  seat  of 
hoDor.  But  I  cannot  bringmyaelf  to  believe  that 
the  affairs  of  tbia  nation  are  totally  absorbed  in 
Ibe  interest  of  tbe  merchant.  It  is  immaterial 
to  the  merchant  what  is  his  situation.  The  risk 
always  added  to  the  valoe  of  the  merchandise 
the  sale,  and  subtracted  in  the  purchase;  it  is 
always  so  managed  as  lo  give  the  merchant  a 
profit  in  the  end.  If  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
United  States  was  restricted  to  a  traffic  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  or  Mobile,  the 
merchant  would  find  his  profit  in  carrying  on 
that  commerce.  But  that  is  not  a  reason  why 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  should 
be  rendered  subservient  to  the  commercial,  or 
that  we  should  be  saddled  with  a  system  which 
will  be  ruinous  to  agriculture  forever,  because 
merchants  cannot  now  make  money,  I  conceive 
the  interest  of  agriculture  to  be  materially  con- 
nected with  that  of  commerce — I  mean  free,  nn- 
reairicted  commerce ;  but  I  do  not  conceive  that 
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it  will  be  pToinoted  by  permitiing  (he  merchai: 
to  trade,  and  submiltiDg  agriculture  to  ruioou 


Aooiher  queslioD  has  heea  a«ked  bjr  the  other 
aide  of  the  House,  wliich  deserves  Boroe  answer. 
It  13  asked,  what  we  should  gain  by  a  war  with 
Great  Briiain.  I  do  not  eipect,  sir,  that  we 
ahould  destroy  the  British  oary,  or  invade  the 
island  of  Great  Britain.  But  we  shall  be  very 
fortunate  If  by  war  we  sareour  honor,  our  stand- 
ing a*  a  free  nation.  Let  ui  not  submit,  and  lose 
eTerytbiog  in  a  pecuaiary  point  of  view,  and 
OUT  Sod  or  besides;  for  that  must  be  the  con  se- 
4^uence  of  submission.  We  shall  be  in  a  worse 
■ituBlion  than  Francis,  after  the  battle  of  Pavia, 
cveiylhiDg  will  be  lost.  But  gentlemen  say,  why 
go  to  war,  when  you  have  no  way  of  operating 
on  the  bellieerents  ?  Because  we  will  not  sub- 
mit (0  an  abandonment  of  our  lifchis.  I  do  con- 
tend that  we  have  the  means.  The  gentleman 
from  Conaeciicut  (Mr.  PiTKtH)  used  a  strong 
ftrgumCDl  the  other  day  to  prove  it.  He  said 
that  your  embargo,  so  far  as  it  operated  on  the 
British  West  Indies,  was  a  nullity,  because  Can- 
ada end  Nova  Scotia  furuish  them  with  every- 
thing they  want;  that  the  British  northern  prov- 
inces were  the  means  of  feediog  the  West  India 
•islands,  notwiLhsianding  yout  regulations.  Now, 
if  by  getting  possession  of  Canada,  you  could  in 
that  way  aifect  other  possessionii  and  interests  of 
■Great  Britain,  it  is  imporiani  to  have  possession 
■of  it.  The  genilAnao  from  Oonnecticul  gave 
«tron([  reasons  why  we  ought  lo  dispossess  Great 
Brilam  of  Canada,  proving  how  we  could  in  that 
way  operate  on  her  interests.  It  is  welt  known, 
too,  that  the  possession  of  that  Government  gives 
her  an  opportunity  to  operate  against  you,  to  ex- 
cite not  only  the  Indians  out  of  our  limits  to 
direct  warfare  if  necessary,  but  by  merchandi 
and  intrigue,  to  excite  them  within  our  oi._. 
country.  And  though  I  would  ddi  rit.k  the  peace 
of  the  country  to  free  us  from  evils  of  that  kind, 
yet  if  we  were  forced  into  war.  by  more  irresist- 
ible causes,  I  should  certainly  consider  this  col- 
lateral advantage  gained  by  it  important.  Have 
we  not  already  seen  the  peace  and  internal  tran- 
quillity of  the  country  disturbed  by  their  influ- 
ence amongst  the  Indians  1  Cerlaloly  we  have, 
mad  I  wish  lo  see  an  end  to  it. 

There  is  another  reason,  sir,  why  the  United 
State*  should  view  with  extreme  uneasiness  th< 
proximity  of  that  country  in  possession  of  a  for- 
eign Power.  Il  give>i  them  means  of  interfering 
in  our  political  concerns  ;  and,  as  has  been  said 
in  another  part  of  this  bnildiog,  they  have  exerted 
those  means  in  our  country.  To  them  is  owing 
the  unfortunate  belief  In  a  part  of  this  country, 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  is  acluatt  ' 
improper  motives.  The  expulsion  of  the  Bi 
from  Canada  has  always  been  deemed  an  object 
of  first  importance  lo  the  peace  of  ihe  United 
States,  and  their  security  against  the  inroadn  of 
an  enemy;  however  for  party  purposes  its  im- 
portance may  be  now  depreciated.  [See  Jour- 
nalaof  old  Congress,  June  1775.  and  WABniNn- 
TOR'a  JDstiuciious  lo  Arnold,— JlfarMcU'*  U/e 


^  WoMkington,  page  315.]  And,  air,  whilu  on 
this  subject,  I  will  observe,  that  when  I  hear  gen- 
ilemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  complaia 
of  their  motives  being  assailed,  I  am  tempted  to 
ask  them  why  they  are  not  more  lender  of  our 
motives  1  Can  they  point  out  any  individaala  in 
the  majority  who  are  not  aa  firmly  bound  to  their 
country's  good  by  the  ties  of  kindred,  properly, 
and  everylblog  dear  to  man,  as  they  aref  f 
presume  not;  and  whilst  thev  exclaim  againil 
irritation,  why  do  they  not  observe  the  course 
which  they  recommend  to  us,  toward  (heir  polit- 
jcal  opponents,  men  who  have  as  strong  cliinii  { 

lo  courage  or  to  patriotism  as  themselves?  What 
have  we  been  told  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House,  who  have  charged  yon  so 
repeatedly  with  a  desire  to  involve  the  nation  in 
a  war  with  Great  Britain!  Why,  sir,  lh«i  yon 
could  not  be  driven  into  a  war.  Was  it  to  hare  ' 
expected,  that  afierall  the  irriialioD  and  all  I 


bility  produced    in 

the   Union  by   a   charge  that  you  were  endea- 
voring   to    plunae  the    ptople  into    war  vitb 
Great  Britain,    that  a  declaratioQ    of  ihii  kind 
would  be   made?     I  confess  I  was  not  prepared 
for  il.     Is  the   House  disposed  to  verify  the  pre- 
diction  of  the   gentleman   from   Massachusetts, 
I  hat  we  ''cannot  be  kicked  into  a  war  with  Great 
Britaio,"  or  with  any  other  nation  1     This  is  ai* 
Mgning  the  nation  a  low  station  in  the  ranks  of 
honor ;  they  are  put  out  of  them  altogether.  For 
1  do  from   ray  soul  believe  that  the  course  pro- 
posed  in   the  resolution,  if  adopted,  will  termi- 
nate in  a  seUlemeni  of  our  difierenceswith  Giest 
Britain;  and  in  the  present  course  of  the  world, 
when  we  have  received  from  France  so  little 
justice  and  liberality,  we  are  ooly  restrained  from 
renening  intercourse  with  Great  Brirain,  becanse 
a   renewal,  under   present  circumstances,  would 
not  comport  with  out   honor,  certainly  not  with 
our  interest.    If  she  would  enable  us  lo  renew 
our  intercourse  with  her  on  terms  which  would 
not  disgrace  an  independent  nation,  I  would  cer- 
tainly renew  intercourse  with  her  ;  but  \  cannot 
do  it  with  a  nation  which  affects  to  treat  ns  ai 
one  of  her  acknowledged  colonies.     The  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitiin,)  who  spoke 
of  this  subject  a  few  days  ago,  furnisbed,  I  think, 
one  of  the  strongest  reasons  why  we  should  not 
for  a  moment  admit  the  plea   of  retaliation  in 
justification  of  the  British  orders.     He  told  yon, 
supposing  the  Emperor  of  China  were  to  issae 
a  decree  declaring  the  British  islands  in  a  stilt 
of  blockade,  it  would  be  a  mere  DulHty.    The 
argument  is  correct.    And  I  ask  in  return,  whe- 
ther a  menace  so  perleclly  empty,  so  merely  bnt- 
tumfulmen,  (to  use  an  expresitou  of  a  Kenileaun 
from  Maryland,  Mr.  Ket,)  would  jusiiTy  *o  ruin- 
ous a  retaliation  as  that  adopted  by  Ore«t  Bnt- 
ain  ?     It  has  been  said  that  the  French  decree  d 
Berlin  was  not  of  more  effect  than  a  sitailar  de- 
cree of  the  Gmpernr  of  China  would  be.     If  ihii 
be  the  fact,  and  I  do  not  contest  it,  ho\r  la  it  pas- 
sible that  the  British   Government  could  justify 
(he  right  for  that  reftson  lo  take  ft  measure  m 
ruinous  to  this  country  1    The  geuilemao  wisl 
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OD  to  quote  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
aod  others,  to  prove  thtt  bis  positioD  Id  relatioa 
to  the  harmleisDeis  o[  tin  French  decree  i«  cor- 
rect. 1  admit  it,  sir ;  and  it  furnishei  the  strong- 
est possible  reason  whf  the  claira  of  Great  Brit- 
ain shonld  not  be  acquiesced  in,  and  proves  to 
my  mind  that  the  pretence  of  the  necesilty  of 
retaliatiog  iras  an  insincere  and  artful  profes- 
sion intended  to  gull  us,  and  disguise  her  own 

The  geolleman  from  Connecticul  (Mr,  Pit- 
kin) iiave  us  a  most  flowing  description  of  the 
power  of  Prance ;  told  as  that  all  the  world  was 
prostrate  at  her  fret,  and  Spain  was  ahont  to  be 
orerruo  by  her  arms.  Sir,  if  I  am  not  much 
mistaken  in  the  riew  which  I  have  taken  on  the 
subject,  France  is  weaker  now  than  she  was  be- 
fore the  Spanish  rerolution  ;  nor,  if  she  succeeds 
in  tbe  conquest  of  Spain,  do  I  believe  that  she 
will  be  more  powerful,  because  she  formerly  not 
only  actually  commanded  that  Qocernmeat,  but 
the  Spanish  colonies.  The  French  have  not  re- 
ceived from  the  Spanish  coloniei  in  South  Amer- 
ica less  than  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  of 
dollars  aanualty.  As  for  Portugal,  she  was  un- 
der tbe  necessity  of  purchasing  her  neutrality  at 
ihe  price  of  six  millions  otdollars  annually. 
France  has  lost  not  only  that,  but  the  Portu- 
guese colonies  also ;  and  if  we  judge  of  the  im- 
portance of  these  colonies  by  the  measures  pur- 
sued in  England  to  get  their  commerce,  we  should 
be  induced  to  suppose  that  the  resources  of  France 
are   seriously   impaired    by   losing   them.      But 

f  ranting  all  the  gentleman's  premises,  what  does 
is  argumeiTi  amount  to  ?  l*  there  any  man  who 
doubts  the  disposition  of  France  to  use  all  the 
influence  in  her  power  over  usi  It  there  any 
doubt  that  if  we  were  near  France  we  should  be 
attempted  to  be  reduced  under  her  dominion  1 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it.    We  have  seen 


this  people  sufficient  to  tempt  this  conqueror 
in  the  fulness  of  his  power  to  blot  from  tbe 
history  of  tbe  world  an  example  which  must 
set  in  the  most  odioos  colors  the  present  silua- 
tioD  and  past  history  of  France^  There  can  be 
DO  doabt  that  every  European  GoTernment  must 
feel  a  hoE>tiliiy  to  ibis  Qovernment.  It  is  asiaod- 
iag  reproach  to  (heir  policy,  and  a  dangerous  ex- 
ample to  their  people  ;  though  I  fear,  sir,  that 
aearcely  one-tenth  of  tbe  population  of  the  ex- 
tensive continent  of  Europe  know  thai  soch  a 
continent  as  this  exists.  Yet  the  existence  of 
this  Qovernment  operates  to  produce  jealousy 
and  alarm  iu  those  Governihents.  Admit,  I  re- 
peat, that  Prance  is  bo  powerful,  are  we  in  any 
danger  from  France?  I  believe  not.  How  could 
abe  operate  on  you  1  What  has  become  of  her 
West  India  inlands?  Has  she  been  able  to  pre- 
serve even  those  from  (he  hands  of  her  enemy  1 
She  has  not  secured  them, and  can  it  be  believed 
that  she  could  transport  a  force  here?  I  beg 
gentlemen  10  put  this  question  to  themielvea:  ^ 
11  possible  to  believe  that  if  there  was  any  effort 
made  in  France  to  attack  us,  we  should  not  with 


one  heart  and  hand  unite  against  herT  If  there 
he  H  genilemsn  wbo  feels  a  doubt,  his  reason 
must  be  under  the  dominion  of  a  suspicion  I  do 
not  envy,  and  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  feel  for 
anj  portion  of  the  people  of  roy  country.  If 
this  country  should  be  engaged  in  a  contest  with 
France  at  this  lime,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  our  relative  siloalion?  Every  one 
knows  ihat  our  population  is  increasing  so  rap- 
idly as  will  soon  give  us  a  force  sufficient  to  re- 
sist any  effort,  ereu  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
Europe. 

Here  the  gentleman's  argument  comes  properly 
into  view.  He  con^iiders  ihe  safety  of  the  United 
Stales  as  depending  on  the  British  navy,  which 
presents  a  barrier  to  the  iransporlaiioa  of  French 
troops.  Admit  for  a  moment  that  our  securitjr 
against  iovBBion  does,  in  some  degree,  depend  on 
the  British  navy.  Does  that  operate  as  a  reason 
why  we  should  not  resist  that  nation  when  at- 
tacked in  a  vital  manner?  Certainly  not.  Have 
we  any  object  in  view  in  resisting  British  aggres- 
sion  which  will  weaken  the  naval  force  of  Great 
Britain?  I  believe  not.  Tbere  is  not  a  princi- 
ple which  we  ask  of  her  that  can  affect  her  pros- 
[lerity  or  interests,  unless  it  be  to  make  her  re- 
gorge the  revenue  she  has  collected  from  our 
commerce.  And  are  gentlemen  willing  to  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  the  British  navy,  by  sub- 
mitting 10  fiscal  regulations  of  this  sort?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Admitting,  then,  that  the  British 
navy  is  the  barrier  between  us  and  France,  our 
wishes  do  not  go  to  impair  the  strength  of  her 
navy.  They  will  add  an  additional  strength  to  it 
by  giving  her  markets  of  iaGoite  importance, ana 
give  her  supplies,  which  will  increase  rather 
than  depreciate  ber  system  of  defence.  But  let 
us  admit,  for  a  moment,  that  the  efffct  of  our 
opposition  to  the  extortion  of  Great  Britain  wonld 
be  to  destroy  or  weaken  her  navy.  Is  it  pouible 
that  gentlemen  could,  to  avoid  a  coalingent  evil 
from  a  foreign  nation  which  injures  us,  consent 
to  sacrifice  tbe  independence  ofour  nation,  and 
submit  to  present,  for  fear  of  future  domination? 
No,  sir.  You  would  have  nothing  worth  keep- 
ing if  you  lost  your  independence.  Then  let  us 
maintain  it  as  long  as  we  have  the  means.  But 
why  should  gentlemen  urge  thai  argument  upon 
you — an  argument  intended  to  prevent  anything 
like  resistnDce  to  Great  Britain  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  they  tell  you  that  a  war  with  her 
would  be  ruinous  to  you?  They  laugh  at  the 
idea  of  affecting  Great  Britain,  and  say  she  will 
crush  you  in  a  moment;  and  yet  you  are  called 
upon  not  to  resist  her,  lest,  by  so  doing,  you  over- 
turn or  jeopardize  her  at  pleasure,  and  destroy 
the  barrier  between  you  and  France.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen if  these  arguments  do  not  destroy  each 
other?  I  really  have  listened  to  arguments  of 
this  sort  with  astonishment;  that  gentlemen,  in 
one  breath,  should  say  that  you  can  do  nolliing  to 
injure  Great  Britain,  and,  in  the  next  breath,  can- 
lion  you  against  proceeding  in  your  operations 
against  her,  Ust  you  should  create  ■  degree  of 
pressure  which  shall  destroy  that  invincible  Power 
whom  you  cannot  touch.    But  it  hu  appeared  to 
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Me  tliBt  ihia  very  mr^meDl  which  ba«  hid 
fieai  deal  of  weight  la  th«  naiion;  which  hi 
cooled  maOf  who  would  be  diiposed  DDder  other 
Tiewi  or  the  lobject,  [o  defend  the  rights  of  the 
MitoD,  in  utterly  oat  of  the  qneatioD.  The  gen- 
tleman sajri,  that  comtuercial  Teitriction  ii  use- 
ku;  that  if  jrou  prevent  foreigD  nalioni  from 
eomJDg  to  Tonr  cuitoin-faouse,  they  will  smagfle. 
Sir,  the  only  loeana  by  which  Great  Britain  caa 
be  Tttallf  attacked  or  destroyed,  ii  by  ihii  lorL  of 
leculation,  which  the  gcDiieman  laya  ii  nothing. 
The  mode  in  which  the  commerce  of  Great  Bni- 
ain  i*  attacked  on  the  continent  of  Eniope,  is  by 
•xclading  her  commerce  from  the  ports  of  that 
eoantry.  If  m> — and  tbe  gentleman  aays  it  is 
kormle*!— how  is  (he  eitMence  of  Great  Britain 
endangered  by  thii  formidable  combiaation  on  the 
Conlinentl  And  yet,  sir,  1  anderstood  that  to  be 
the  dtift  of  the  geDtleman's  whole  argument.  As 
lor  the  commercial  reicurces,  capital,  and  money, 
which  that  nation  bai  to  susuin  itself  againat  any 
other  nation,  nothing  is  more  clear  to  me  than 
that  she  possesses  them  now  as  much  as  ever  she 
did.  I  eonxider  her  more  safe,  infinitely  tnore 
■afe,  than  she  ever  has  been ;  that  ihe  is  in  no 
■oit  of  danger.  That  argnment  may  be  retorted 
on  me,  and  I  may  be  asked  why  would  I  contend 
with  a  nation  which  I  admit  to  be  so  strong.  I 
ahall  certainly  admit  (hat  we  could  not  destroy 
the  Briiinb  navy,  or  coerce  her  to  any  lerms  that 
vonld  be  degrading  to  herself;  nor  would  I  ever 
wish  it.  While  I  feel  for  the  honor  of  my  own 
GoverDtneni,  I  should  never  wish  thai  any  Gov 
ernment  should  commit  its  rights  to  any  demand 
ct  Ibe  United  Stales. 


)uld  enter  into  the 

Itiplewar,  Tbegeniteman  placed  the  subject  in 
k  laughable  point  of  view,  and  I  was  ceruinly 
unused  by  hia  wit,  (hough  not  convinced  by  his 
ai-guments.  But,  sir,  if  we  were  to  commence 
hoatilities  against  both  these  nations,  would  any 
man  believe  that  the  war  against  both  would  con- 
tinue for  any  length  of  time?  Ceriaioly  not; 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  oue  of  them  would 
meet  you  on  such  terms  as  to  enable  you  to  carry 
OD  the  combat  against  the  other  till  yonr  rights 
were  acknowledged.  The  gentleman  onght  to 
have  recollected,  when  he  combatted  this  idea  of 

Shting  neutrally,  that  it  originated  on  that  side 
tbe  House.  What  has  been  the  compliiint  on 
that  side  of  tbe  House?  Why  thai  we  did  not 
maintain  our  neatraliiy  by  making  our  commer- 
cial meatures  operate  with  sirict  impartiality 
against  both  of  the  belligerents.  If  our  measures 
operate  equally  on  both,  it  will  have  proved  that 
we  were  not  more  hostile  to  one  than  to  the  other, 
and  thus  one  sirong  source  of  objection  to  our 
measures  will  be  removed. 

I  do  call  upon  gentlemeu  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  most  seriously  to  consider  this  propo- 
aition,  and  to  view  it  in  the  aspect  in  which  I 
have  presented  ir.  If  1  know  myself  I  am  sin- 
Mrely  anxious  to  preserve  peace  with  both  these 
btUigereitU.    I  do  believe  that  the  reiult  which  1 ' 


have  neationed  wovld  follow  the  eonne  proposed 
to  the  Hoose;  that  if  France  woold  recede  from 
her  decrees  your  peace  would  be  settled  with 
both ;  that  Bagland  would  then  revoke  her  orders 
of  course,  as  the  onlf  ground  on  which  she  has 
ever  placed  them  would  be  removed.  If  France 
refuses,  it  will  enable  the  British  Govemmeol  to 
accommodate  with  you,  to  make  you  her  friend, 
and  throw  you  in  the  scale  against  her  enemy. 
If  gentlemen  view  the  subject  as  I  do,  the;  wut 
conceive  that  there  is  but  one  eonne  proper  to  be 
pursued ;  to  persevere  in  the  embargo  lilt  ibis  in- 
telligence of  OUT  determination  can  have  reached 
Europe,  and  an  answer  be  received.  For,  if  yos 
take  off  the  embargo  to-morrow,  whether  the 
House  determine  to  defend  its  rights  by  defensive 
war,  or  enforce  tbem  by  offensive  war,  the  eSeet 
which  I  propose  will  be  destroyed  j  because,  if 
you  take  off  the  embargo,  I  shBll  be  egregioosly 
miftaken  if  we  are  not  involved  in  war  in  six 
weeks  or  two  months,  and  a  war  too  in  which 
you  will  lose  all  your  property  on  tbe  seas  at  one 
sweep.  I  think,  therefore,  that  genilemen  aeri- 
onsly  disposed  to  cultivate  peace  with  those  na- 
tions will  enforce  the  embargo ;  for,  if  it  be  not 
enforced,  I  loo  tbill  be  for  taking  it  nS.  Th« 
state  of  things  in  Europe  now  is  particularly  b- 
vorable  to  this  appeal;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
such  is  the  respect  which  gentlemen  owe  to  the 

Eeople  whom  they  repteieDi,  some  course  matt 
e  taken  to  support  our  rights,  and  not  by  aubmiV 
sion  endanger  the  peace  and  independence  of  this 
couotty  forever.  I  have  ezpiesMd  my  views,  ur, 
□f  the  subject.  The  House  will  decide  for  them- 
selves, and  take  the  course  which  they  think  beat. 
If  they  determine  to  take  off  the  embargo  on  the 
15th  February,  or  any  other  day  before  the  firat 
□f  June,  however  I  may  lament  it,  I  will  co-ope- 
rate in  taking  other  measures. 

Mr.  Vam  Dike.— I  am  in  favor  of  that  pari  of 
the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  which 
relates  to  the  repeal  of  the  eml»rgo.  Iiis  proba- 
bly known  to  most  gentlemen  in  the  Honse  th«l 
I  was  not  originally  an  advocate  for  the  sysienk, 
of  retiring  from  the  ocean.  It  so  happened  thu 
I  was  not  present  when  the  vole  on  tbe  fint  em- 
bargo law  was  taken,  and  of  course  the  Joorii«U 
do  not  record  my  disapprobation  of  tbe  meaMire; 
but  1  do  not  heaiiate  to  declare  that  such  a  lair, 

ithout  any  limitation  as  to  iu  duration,  woold 

never  have  been  sanctioned  by  my  voice.    U.oar- 

r,  af^er  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  had  adapted 

,  oy  sincere  wish  was  that  it  should  receive  a 
fait  and  satisfactory  experiment,  and  I  was  will- 
o  give  my  support  to  the  full  and  honeot  ex- 
good  might  result  from  it  To  me  and  to  ray 
consiiiuents  it  would  have  been  grateful  if  o«c 
wrongs  could  have  been  redressed,  and  oor  rights 
secured  by  a  plan  of  operation  so  pacific.  Xo  the 
proposition,  therefore,  submitted  at  tbe  last  ico- 
sion  foramending  the  original  law,  on  the  groond 
that  such  amenament  was  necessary  to  insarc  a 
fair  trial  of  the  experiment,  I  did  not  oppose  my 
vote. 

During  the  preaent  sessioD,  there  has  b«en  io- 
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troduced  into  this  House  from  tbe  SeoRte,  lad 
pswedj  a  bill,  for  eoforeing  tbe  embargo,  msur 
proTisioDs  ofwliiehr  'n  mj'  opioion,  far  exceeded 
the  limiu  of  our  CoDstituiional  poweTs,Bnd  igaiDst 
which  I  was  otdig^d  hy  a  sease  oi  duty  lo  raine 
my  feeble  voice.  That  bill,  however,  was  ap- 
proved by  a  majority,  and  is  now  io  operation, 
and  under  ibeae  circumstaDcea  it  is  Bubmiited  to 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide  whether  the 
■fEtem  shall  be  continued,  or  repealed  on  tbe  first 
day  of  Juoe  oezt,  or  ai  an  earlier  period.  From 
the  beat  eoasideraiion  which  I  have  been  able  to 
give  the  subject,  I  am  nrisGed  that  a  postpooe- 
mem  of  iu  repeal  until  the  Srst  day  of  Jaoe  next 
will  be  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  tbe  nation. 
I  am  not  (Toinc  upon  the  principle  that  any  part 
of  the  Union  19  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  as  some 
gentlemen  have  intimated,  nor  upon  the  sround 
dial  it  will  be  aecesMry  to  send  an  armed  force 
to  shed  the  blood  uf  our  brethreo.  in  order  to  ex- 
eca(e  the  law,  (as  some  seem  to  apprehend,)  but 
upon  the  broad  principle  that  the  embargo  aya- 
tem  has  effecieu  all  ine  good  that  its  warmest 
frieads  can  ever  rationally  expect  to  reap  from  it. 
That  its  pressure  upon  Che  people  of  the  United 
States  is  unequal  and  partial;  that  the  hope  of 
coercing  the  belligetenls  by  it  is  vain  ;  and  that 
its  farther  continuance  will  operate  wholly  to 


the  injury  and  oppression  of  our  own 
"ir,  ifwe  credit  intelligence  slated  by  gentlemen 
1  thi«  floor  to  be  received,  as  well  from  the 


Sonthern  ag  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  we  eanooc  doubt  that  the 
measure  has  already  become  so  extremely  un- 
popular, that  the  law  is  eluded  and  violated  in 
such  a  manner,  that  our  produce  is  daily  exported, 
and  the  nation  whom  you  expected  Id  coerce  and 
bring  to  yotir  feel  by  the  embargo  Is,  in  despite 
of  ell  yoor  vigilance  and  all  your  penalties,  reap- 
_.  .1.: It  a  rich  harvest  fron 


ingai  this 

merce,  by  the  agency  of  many  of  yoor  own  citi- 
zens. In  truth,  sir,  if  we  look  at  home,  we  see 
ihe  honest,  the  conscientious  man,  who  obeys  the 
law,  suffering  a  very  heavy  loss,  while  the  man 
who  disregards  and  violates  it,  cannot  fail  lo  be 
rewarded  with  a  rapid  increase  of  wealth.  If 
we  extend  our  view  across  the  Atlantic,  we  find 
the  BmperOTof  France  applauds  our  magnanimity 
in  abandoning  the  ocean,  and  Great  Britain  laughs 
at  the  imbecLJily  of  Ihe  measure.  My  judgment 
therefore  tells  me  that  it  is  time  to  remove  such 
a  system;  and  I  should  cheerfully  concur  in  a 
proposition  for  its  immediale  repeal ;  but  as  that 
course  does  not  meet  the  seniimem  of  the  ma- 
jority, I  am  compelled  lo  choose  between  the  first 
day  of  June  and  fourth  of  March.  The  same 
reasons  which  weigh  in  favor  of  an  Immediate 
repeal,  will  induce  me  to  give  my  vote  for  the 
carlieti  day  that  is  proposed. 

I  must  DOW  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
miiiee  while  I  examine  tbe  second  branch  of  the 
resolution,  proposing  to  issue  letters  of  marqae 
and  reprisal  against  Britain  and  France  on  the 
first  day  of  Jane  next  unless  tbe^  revoke  their 
orders  and  decrees.  This  proposition  involves 
aqnntioa  atill  more  deeply  iateresiing  lo  the 


nation  than  that  wbich  1  have  jast  noticed;  a 
question  of  no  less  magnitude  than  that  of  peace 
or  war.  No  honorable  gentleman  will  deny  that 
issuing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  is  an  une- 
quivocal act  of  hostility,  leading  directly  lo  war, 
and  usually  iis  immediate  precursor.  This  ia 
extremely  different  from  auiborizing  our  nter- 
cbants  to  arm  their  vesseh  and  defend  themselvea 
when  engaged  in  lawful  commerce,  against  the 
unjust  attacks  or  illegal  restraints  of  the  belliger- 
ents, for  it  is  the  employment  of  a  hostile  force, 
with  express  authority  from  the  Qovernment  to 
capture  and  make  prize  of  any  properly  of  those 
nations  that  may  happen  to  come  within  the 
power  of  the  person  hearing  such  a  commissioD. 
It  is  in  effect  lantamonol  to  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  will  never  be  adopted  by  prudent  staiesmeit, 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  meet  the  last  appeal, 
for  yon  have  no  reason  to  calculate  upon  the  for- 
bearance of  your  opponents,  a  moment  after  ih» 
are  apprized  of  your  taking  such  a  coarse.  It 
actaal  war  is  resolved  on,  I  akould  deem  it  much 
more  politic  to  begin  seriously  that  active,  effi- 
cient preparation  which  ought  to  precede  it,  and 
when  we  are  ready  for  the  contest,  tell  the  nation 
and  the  world,  that  war  exists,  and  thus  let  every 
man  in  the  country  know  what  he  ban  to  depend 

What  is  our  present  condition?  Without  an 
army;  without  ships;  with  a  seamy  supply  of 
ordnance  and  military  stores;  oar  cities  and 
towns,  on  the  seaboard,  naked  and  unprotected, 
and  Ihe  National  Treasury  all  but  empty.  Will 
it  be  wise,  will  it  be  prudent  in  this  situation,  os 
the  first  day  of  February,  to  give  formal  notice  to 
your  adversaries,  the  two  greatest  Powers  upon 
earth,  that  you  mean  to  go  to  war  with  them  on  tha 
first  day  of  June  nexlf  Sir,  we  ought  to  calcu- 
late well  the  effect  of  such  a  proceeding;  for  in 
my  view  it  is  placing  tbe  nation  in  the  worst  pot- 
sible  siiuatioD.  This  Congress  will  be  dissofvad 
on  Ihe  fourth  of  March  ;  you  can  take  no  further 
warlike  measure  from  that  day,  until  the  next 
Congress  sfaall  assemble  laie  in  May,  and  in  the 
mean  time  your  enemy,  apprized  of  your  inten- 
tion, is  invited  by  the  certain  prospect  of  gain- 
ing an  advantage,  to  make  the  first  stroke.  The 
course  is  equally  novel  end  extraordinary.  You 
are  bound;  but  your  adversary  is  free  to  aet 
whenever  his  inclination  or  interest  may  dictate. 
You  will  place  everything  at  hazard  without  the 

Kssibility  of  reaping  any  benefit,  for  I  cannot 
tieve  that  such  a  threat  will  aid  negotiation,  by 
alarming  the  belligerents,  or  that  they  will  be  in- 
clined to  lend  a  more  favorable  ear  to  our  just 
remonsiancei,  under  the  influence  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. Sir,  tbe  question  is  not  whether  we  have 
just  cauK  of  war  against  ibosenatiuns;  foreverr 
American  will  agree  that  the  conduct  of  boili 
has  long  furnished  ample  cause  for  an  appeal 
to  arms;  bot  the  true  question  it,  whether,  hav- 
ing so  long  forborne,  it  will  be  most  advisable  at 
tbis  moment  to  declare  our  intention  to  wage  war 
at  a  futore  day?  In  my  opinion  we  shall  act 
more  like  wise  politicians,  by  not  making  such 
declaration  at  preseni,and  by  leaving  our  tafr- 
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eetion  &I  tjbrri;  to  act  in  Miy  oexi,  &s  their 
wisdom  and  jud^meDi  sball  diiect,  from  a  full 
view  of  our  HjreJgD  relations,  as  Ibe;  mar  *''"' 
niii. 

When  the  sabjcct  of  war  i«  presented  for  deli- 
beration, it  cannot  be  improper  to  inqnirea  little 
nore  patticularlf  into  the  alaie  of  our  foreigo 
relalioat  than  bai  yet  been  done,  in  the  discuB- 
aion  which  has  taken  place.  We  have  become 
•o  habituated  lo  rait  against  the  French  Decreet 
tnd  British  Orders,  riolaling  our  lawful  coin- 
inerce  and  nemral  nght^  that  we  seem  in  a  great 
meaanre  to  bare  lost  lignt  of  our  situation  with 
respect  ta  the  belligerenis,  prior  to  the  adoption 
of  those  unjust  measures,  under  (he  immediate 

Ereunre  of  which  we  are  now  suffering.  The 
istory  of  those  decrees  aod  orders  is  concise  and 
easily  understood.  With  France  we  were  at 
peace,  and  our  commercial  rights  vere  guaran- 
tied b^  a  lotemn  treaty,  in  full  force,  when  His 
Imperial  and  Royal  Hajealy,  trampling  under 
foot  the  law  of  natjour,  and  selling  at  defiance 
(be  national  compact,  undertook  byhisfamous 
Berlin  Decree  of  2]it  November,  1806,  "lo  de- 
clare the  British  inlands  in  a  state  of  blockade," 
"to  prohibit  all  commerce  and  correspondence 
'  with  them,"  and  "  to  make  all  merchandise  be- 
'  longing  to  England  or  coming  from  lis  manu- 
'  factories  and  colonies  lawful  prize."  Thus  at- 
tacked, Britain  claims  the  right  of  retaliation 
against  her  enemy,  and  by  her  Orders  in  Council 
andertakes  to  counteract  bis  decrees;  and  thua, 
«lthough  each  declares  thai  the  blow  is  aimed 
only  at  the  enemy,  our  rights  as  a  neutral  nation 
are  violated  and  our  commerce  is  destroyed  ;  and 
we  are  brought  into  a  slate  of  collision  with 
both  l>elligereDti<.  In  this  situation  it  seems  nat- 
gral  to  review  the  diplomatic  scenes  which  were 
■cling  between  the  British  Qovernment  and  the 
Admmistraliaooflhiscouotry,  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  Berlin  Decree,  and  impartially  lo  consider 
whether  we  hare  ool  omitted  to  take  advantage 
of  the  most  farorable  moment  for  adjusting  many 
imporlanl  subjects  of  negotiation,  or  committed 
•ome  errors  which  now  tend  to  increase  onr  diffi- 
culties and  embarrassmeoia  with  ihal  Govern- 
ment, and  whether  ihere  wasnohoDorable  course 
by  which  we  might  have  avoided  the  present 
collision.  Such  a  review,  when  lakeo  with  can- 
dor, may  be  useful,  and  cannot,  1  trust,  produce 
lay  evil  consequence  in  our  foreign  relations. 

With  a  sincere  desire  of  ascertaining  trulh  on 
this  point,  1  hare  bestowed  some  attention  upon 
the  documents  which  the  President  was  pleased 
to  lay  before  us  during  the  last  session,  and  which 
we  are  to  presume  contain,  a  correct  and  authen- 
tic history  of  those  transactions.  I  have  not  ei- 
ftmiaed  them  with  a  jaundiced  eye,  nor  shall  I 
attempt  in  any  point  to  magnify  or  eiienuaie  the 
facta  that  have  presented  themselves  lo  my  mind, 
aa  worthy  of  the  alteniion  of  the  Committee,  in 
coanexion  with  the  tubiect  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions. The  motives  of  the  Executive  make  no 
part  of  this  inquiry  ;  il  is  ihe  public  act,  and  the 
eonsequeoces  flowing  from  such  act,  to  which  as 
Uateamtn  we  ahould  direct  our  eyes. 


As  infallibility  is  not  an  attribute  of  out  mtare, 

1  shall  certainly  not  surpass  the  limits  of  my  rep- 

reseniBiive  duty,  when  1  slate  that  it  is  not  only 

possible,  but  very  probable,  that  oar  Adminisin- 

lion  may  have  committed  some  errors,  and  if  we 

look  carefully  into  those  docaments,  perhaps  «e 

may  discover  that  m  part  of  our  embarrassmenii 

I  the  conseqaence  of  such  errors.     In  advertioi 

the  facta  to  which  1  refer,  1  shall,  to  avoid  any 

slake  of  language  or  sentiment,   read  a  few 

extracts  from  the  documenu  tbemselTfi. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Coromittet  ibai 
Ihe  Treaty  of  1794,  with  Great  Brit&io.  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  commerce,  expired  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  1803,  by  which  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  two  countries  was  left  to  the  ret^ 
lalions  which   the  parties  separately  migbl  ihiok 
6t  toeslablish.     On  the  fifth  of  January  sneeeed- 
ing  we  find  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Seerrtiryof 
Slate  to  Mr.  Honroe,  our  then  Minister  at  linn- 
don,  accompanied  by  the  plan  of  a.  conreiiiioit 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
On  5ih   March,  1804,  we  read  the  extract  of  \ 
letter  In  which  the  Secretary,  after  noticing  the 
expiration  of  ibe  commercial  part  of  the  Treaty  of 
1794,  and  making  tome  observations  on  the  state 
of  commerce  between   the  two  coantries,  pro- 
ceeds in  these  words :    "  These  observations  are 
'  made  not  with  a  view  to  any  negotiation  what* 
'  ever,  leading  at  the  present  moment  to  a  treaty 
'  on  those  er  any  other  commercial  poinis,"  Ae.; 
as  a  reason  for  noi  pressiag  which  ine  paru'cuUr- 
ly  delicate  siiuaiion  of  Great  Britain  at  ibat  crit- 
ical moment  is  assigned.     From  this  letter,  I  va- 
derstand  the  Executive  forbade  onr  Minister  from 
neaoiialing  any  treaty  until  further  orders ;  and 
il  IS  not  discoverable   that  any  other   communi- 
cation was  made  upon  ibe  subject  until  the  sixth 
of  March.  1805;  under  which   dale  we  find  the 
extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  containing 
iheae  words:     "The  experience  of  every  day 
'  shows  more  aod  more  the  obligation  on  both 
'sides  to  enter  seriously  on  Ibe  means  of  guarding 
'  the  harmony  of  Ihe  two  countries,"  ic.    By 
this  letter  an  injunciion  is  laid  on  Mr.  Moiktoeto 
enter  seriously  upon  the  subject  of  negotiation, 
and  we  find  Mr,  Monroe  did  accordingly  engage 
seriously  in   that  imporlanl  trust.     By  adverting 
to  a  letter  from  him  of  dale  April  5ih,  1804.  we 
discover  ihai,  at  the  first  interview  between  Lord 
Hawkesbury  and  himself,  his  Lordship  "wentso 
far  as  to  express  a  wish  thai  the  principles  of  our 
Treaty  of  1794  might  be  adopted  in  the  proposed 
coaveniion,  where  they  applied;"  but  Mr.  Monroe 
"gave  him  to  undertiand  he  could  not,  according 
lo  his  instiuciions,  aecede  lo  Ihe  idea."      la  peia- 
sing  the  next  document,  Mr.  Monroe's  leiter  of 
7lh  August,  in   the  same  year,  we  are  cspresslT 
informed  that  Lord  Harrowby  unequivocally  of- 
fered to  renew  the  Treaty  of  1794.     'What  says 
that  letter? 

"He  asked  how  fir  il  would  be  agreesUe  la  our 
Government  to  itipolats  that  the  Treat;  of  1 7M  aboold 
remain  in  force  until  two  yean  should  expira  after  the 
conduiion  of  the  piewBt  wu  1  I  told  Ilia  Lonlsh^ 
that  I  had  no  power  lo  agiae  to  such  a  propn— 1 " 
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Ai  iba  negotiaiioa  prooef  ded,  and  it  wa*  Ha- 
corered  ihil  obstsclei  ind  difficullies  more  teri- 
ous  than  had  been  al  first  apprehended  arose,  we 
discover  tbal  the  British  Cotti mission ers,  in  Au- 
gust, 1806,  repeat  the  offer  which  had  been  pre- 
viously made,  for,  in  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinkney,  daled  September  11,  in  that  year, 
they  stale  in  these  words: 

"  la  the  coarse  of  this  confereaea  Lord  Aackltnd 
ranewed  ■  propowl  which  hs  hid  giBneed  >t  in  our 
flnt  inUrrisw,  that  ths  Trrat^  of!  794  should  be  mada 
the  buis  of  tba  preMnI  negotutiou." 

This  was  rejeeied.  1  am,  iherefore,  anihorized 
to  Buume  the  fact  that,  during  the  ne^tiation,  an 
explicit  offer  was  repeatedly  made  by  the  British 
Qoverament  lo  renew  the  Treatf  of  1791,  and 
that  offer  was  as  oflpn  rejected  by  our  Executive; 
and  we  may  well  pauu  and  consider  whether  in 
rejeciiDg  that,  wiinoutbeint;  sure  of  making  ano- 
ther nt  least  as  good,  a  very  serious  mistake  has 
not  been  committed?  What  were  the  insur- 
mountable objections  to  that  treaty,  which  indu' 
eed  the  Executive  to  put  ereryihing  at  stake  be- 
tween the  two  coDoiries  raiber  than  continue  it 
during  the  war  in  Europe  1  It  is  true,  the  claim 
of  the  Briiiih  Government  to  ta1te  Briitsb  sea- 
men and  deserter*  from  our  merchant  vessels  is 
not  abandoned  by  thnt  treaty  ;  but  the  renewal  of 
it  did  not  prevent  us  from  presiiag  that  subject 
by  negotiation,  for  we  shall  see,  in  Ihe  fur- 
ther examination  of  the  documents,  that  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  were  williog  to  proceed  with 
the  discussion  of  a  plan  which  should  have  for 
its  object  satisfaclory  regulations  effectually  to 
secure  American  seamen.  Had  our  experience 
of  the  operation  of  that  treaty  alarmed  us  7  Was 
our  country  ruined,  or  in  danger  of  being  ruined 
bf  it  ?  No,  sir  ;  we  reaped  many  and  important 
arlTaniages  from  it ;  and  our  country  flourished 
beyond  all  example.  Let  experieoce,  the  ooly 
true  leit  uf  merit,  answer.  If  we  look  back  lo 
the  years  lT93-'94,  we  shall  discover  that  ou 
country  was  then  threatened  with  war;  thi 
treaty  was  formed,  and,  notwithstanding  all  tbi 
noise  and  clamor  against  it,  which  assailed  the 
Administration,  (he  wisdom  of  the  Senate  and  the 
intelligence  and  firmness  of  Washihoton  secur- 
ed to  the  people,  by  its  adoption,  many  years  ol 
unparalleled  prosperity  and  happiness.  Yes,  sir 
oodei  the  auspices  of  that  treaty  were  laid,  bv  the 
Father  of  his  Coantry,  the  foundations  of  the 
Temple  of  Peace,  which  was  erected  bv  his  pat- 
liolic  hands,  and  whose  magaiGcenl  dome  wa: 
supported  by  the  sound  pillars  of  nBtional  faiib 
At  Its  entrance  were  seen  the  cheering  emblem: 
of  plenty  ;  ind  within  you  beheld  the  Genius  of 
Liiberty.  in  majeHiy,  dignity,  and  resistless  power, 
giiarding  the  choicest  gift  of  Heaven  to  a  free 
people,  "  the  Constitution,"  yet  unviolnted  by  the 
ruffian  hand  of  military  force.  In  thi*  fair  tem- 
ple the  arts  and  sciences,  commerce  and  agri- 
cultare  greeted  each  other,  and  worshipped  in 
harmony  together.  Thus  stood  the  splendid  edi- 
fice, snrrouuded  by  a  band  of  brothers,  united  by 
mutual  cooBdence  and  affection,  the  pride  and 
gloTf  of  America,  exciting  the  admiiation  and 


iding  the  respect  of  the  world.  Under  the  . 
proleciiog  ioflnence  of  that  treaty  commerce  un- 
furled her  sails  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
brought  10  our  shores  the  rich  reward  of  industrjr 
and  enterprise.  Agriculture  flourished,  giving  » 
hftppier  aspect  to  our  country  by  its  nrogress  in  im- 
provement. Then,  indeed,  the  husDRndioan  hail- 
ed with  joy  his  golden  harvest ;  for  each  succeed- 
ing harvest  insured  to  him  a  golden  reward  for 
his  labor.  Individual  wealth  increased, and  ihe 
national  treasure  was  greatly  augmented.  Is  the 
picture,  which  I  have  drawn,  too  highly  colored? 
I  believe  not;  consult  the  history  of  those  times, 
and  you  will  be  convinced  that  all  those  advan- 
tages were  enjoyed  by  this  happy  country  under 
thai  treaty,  and  it  is  not  less  evident  that  those- 
blesaings  have  been  gradually  disappearing  ever 
he  day  that  it  expired.     Mark  the  contrast 


lowed  from  the  refusal  to  renew  that  treaty.  What 
is  our  present  situation  ?  You  behold  commerce 
palsied,  agriculture  drooping,  distre«s  and  ruin 
stalking  over  the  land,  and  civil  discord  raiting 
her  fiery  bead,  more  terrific  than  all  the  hosts  tf 
Europe.  The  fouadations  of  the  TempleoT 
Peace  are  sapped,  the  building  lotterx  on  the  brink 
of  destruction,  and,  from  the  present  prospect,  I 
shall  think  the  nation  fortunate,  if  we  can  save 
the  Consiitmion  from  being  buried  under  ita 

It  is  true  that,  in  a  certain  event,  the  refusal  to 
mew  the  Treaty  of  1794  would  not  have  been 
injurious  lo  the  nation ;  that  is,  if  tba  Executive 
had  succeeded  in  making  a  more  beneficial  bar- 
gain ;  but  in  this,  unfortunately,  his  hope  and 
expectation  failed.  I  grant  you,  sir,  that  no  (ire- 
ceding  Administration  ever  enjoyed  so  promising 
a  season  for  favorable  negotiation  ;  fur,  sir,  we 
had  the  opportunily  of  addressing  the  ear  of  the 
patriotic  Mr.  Fox,  united  with  a  Ministry  of  sim- 
ilar political  sentiments,  composing  just  such  a 
cabinet  as  we  should  have  elected  to  treat  with; 
a  Ministry  who,  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Plnkney 
inform  you  in  every  letter,  profess  the  most  friend- 
ly disposition,  and  are  sincerely  desirous  to  settle 
all  matters  in  difference  between  the  two  countries 
upon  fair  and  just  principles.  The  opportunity, 
1  repeat,  was  the  roost  auspicious^  the  prospect 
the  most  flattering  that  we  ever  enjoyed  for  such 
a  purpose.  Let  us  trace  from  the  same  auihentie 
source  (he  history,  the  progress,  and  the  issue  of 
the  business. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  nation 
that  ever  since  ihe  acknowledgment  of  our  in- 
dependence, oar  Government  hsB,  at  every  opptn- 
lunity,  pressed  upon  the  cabinet  of  Great  Biiiaiit 
the  abandonment  of  a  practice  which  is  certainly 
embarrassing  to  our  commerce,  and  from  its  abase 
has  been  in  many  cases  extremely  injurious  lo 
our  own  citizens.  I  mean  the  right  which  that 
Oovemmeni  claims  of  taking  from  the  merchant 
vessels  of  other  nations  British  seamen  and  de- 
serters, and  which  has  always  been  tenaciously 
insisted  upon  by  Great  Britain  on  the  ground  as 
she  alleges  of  self  preservation.    It  is  true  that 
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1802. "Mr.  KiDg,  our  then  Minister  bC  London, 
succeeded  ao  fir  as  to  obtain  ■  relinquishtDeiit  of 
4be  practice  on  ibe  high  seas,  bui  could  not  ob- 
tain an  extension  of  it  to  the  narrow  seas,  and  of 
-course  the  project  of  arrangement  ibeo  failed. 
This  fact  i*  slated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  SiBle  of  3d  February,  1807.  By  recurring  lo 
the  instruction  sent  to  Mr.  Monroe  for  opening  a 
negoliaiioQ  with  the  British  Cabinet  io  1804,  the 
first  and  most  prominent  feature  is  the  same  long 
«0DltDTerted  point,  which  is  not  to  be  made  [hi 
subject  of  regulation  or  arrangement,  for  ihi 
broad  principle  of  that  Gavernnient.  abandoaing 
citogeiher  (he  right  of  taking  even  her  own 
mea  or  deserters  frota  our  mercheDt  vesse 
insisted  on  aa  the  great  ultimatum  or  nne^ua 
Tum  of  any  treaty.  1  agree,  sir,  thai  if  this  point 
c  on  Id  h  are  been  obtained,  it  would  have  been  a 
very  brilliant  victory  iu  the  field  of  negotiation, 
at  which  the  nation  would  bare  rejoiced,  ano 
with  which  no  man  would  have  been  more  grat- 
ified than  myself.  But  such  a  victory  was  not  it 
be  expected.  For  the  eorrespondenceof  your  Min- 
is ten  inform  yoUj  that  notwithstanding  all  their 
exertions  and  their  skill  to  gain  that  point,  they 
found  it  beyond  the  reach  of  ne^^tialion,  and 
they  disclose  to  you  the  reason  which  is  frankly 
«Towed  hv  the  British  Cabinet,  and  which  is 
Btated  in  the  letter  of  Messrs  Monroe  and  Pink- 
ney  of  Norembei  11, 1806.  in  these  words:  "At 
'  our  meeting  the  next  day  the  British  Com- 
'  missioners  staled,  explicitly,  but  in  a  Tery  coo- 
'  ciliating  manner,  that  it  was  not  In  their  power 
'  to  adopt  an  article  in  the  spirit  of  our  project ; 
'  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  been  consulted 
'  on  thesubject  as  had  also  beenibe  Crown  officer! 
'  inDociois  Commons,  who  all  united  withouiex- 
'  ceptionin  theopinion  that  iherighiof  their GoV' 
'  ernmeat  io  the  caee  in  question  was  welt  found- 
'  ed,  and  ought  not  to  be  relinquished.  They 
'  added,  that  under  such  circumstances  ihe  relin- 
'  quishment  of  it  was  a  measure  which  the  Oov- 
'  ernment  could  not  adopt  without  taking  on  itself 
'  a  responsibility  which  no  Ministry  would  be 
'  willing  to  meet,  however  pressing  the  emet- 
'gency  might  be-"  The  result,  sir,  is  known; 
an  inlormal  arrangement  was  made,  by  which 
our  Commissioners  say,  "we  place  the  business 
'  almost,  if  not  altogether,  on  as  good  a  footing  as 
'  we  should  have  done  by  treaty,  had  the  project 
'  whicb  we  offered  ibem  been  adopted."  This  in- 
formal arrangementon  the subjectof  impressment 
being  thu9  made^  a  treaty  is  concluded  and  signed 
by  our  Commissioners,  31st  December,  1806,  and 
transmiiled  to  the  President  with  their  explana- 
tory letter  of  Januarjr  3d,  1807,  Id  that  letter  our 
Commissioners  again  speak  of  the  informal  ar- 
rangement for  (he  ptoieciioo  of  our  seamen,  and 
declare  their  opinion,  "  that  although  the  British 
'  GoTernment  did  not  feci  itself  at  liberty  to  re- 
'  linquish  formally  iis  claim  to  search  our  mer- 
'  chant  vessels  for  British  seamen,  its  practice 
'  would  neTerlheless  be  essentially,  if  not  com- 
'  pletely  abaudoned." 

These,  sir,  are  the  obserrBtiODS  of  otii  own 


Ministers,  from  which  it  is  plainly  to  be  infened, 
that  no  talents,  no  exertion  of  diplomatic  skill,  no 
ingenuity  of  argument  whatever,  could  induce 
the  British  Oofernment  to  submit  to  ao  aban- 
donment of  their  claim.  It  is  the  same  answer 
which  has  been  invariably  given  to  all  nurip- 
plications  on  that  subject.  That  Government 
always  declares  its  willingness  (o  eoiet  into  any 
regulations  for  the  full  and  efleclual  ucariiyi^ 
our  seamen,  but  at  Ibe  same  time  candidly  in- 
forms you  that  no  Ministry  could  survive  the 
surrender  to  you  of  the  principle  or  right  of  tak- 
ing thtir  own  ;  and  of  this  our  AdmiDiilniioB 
have  for  a  number  of  years  had  pretty  stroag  evi- 
dence, derived  from  actual  experimenL  The 
treaty  thus  concluded,  and  thus  explained  by  out 
Commissioners,  is  received  by  (he  President,  n- 
amined  and  rejected,  because  the  claim  of  im- 
pressment is  not  formally  relinquished,aiid  be- 
cause in  other  particulars  it  does  not  conkeapto 
his  sanguine  eipeciatioos.  Sir,  in  the  observa- 
tions which  accompany  its  return  to  ourCooi' 
mii-sioneis,  it  is  acknowledged  that  "the  ekange 
'  made  by  the  third  article  io  the  provisions  of 
'  the  Treaty  of  1794,  relative  to  the  British  pos- 
'  sessions  in  India,"  is  not  as  favorable  ai  it  stood 
in  (hat  treaty.  By  referring  to  ibe  eiplanilory 
letter  of  our  Commissioners,  we  discover  why 
that  change  was  made;  because  the  British  Gov- 
ernment will  not  consent  to  grant  tu  in  itie  new 
treaty  as  favorable  terms  of  trading  to  their  India 
possessions  as  we  enjoyed  under  the  Treaty  of 
1794,  which  (bey  had  ao  repeatedly  offered  to  re- 
new. This  is  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  (hat, 
after  rejecting  the  Treaty  of  1T94,  our  Adminis- 
tration have  not  been  able  to  make  as  good  a 
bargain  in  a  very  important  point,  the  India  trade, 
even  under  circumstances  most  propitiously  fa- 
voring their  attempts. 

Does  the  Executive  charge  our  Ministers  with 
a  want  of  skill,  exertion,  or  fidelity,  in  ike  dis- 
charge of  their  important  trust?  No,  sir;  read 
his  declaration  in  the  letter  which  the  Secretary 
addressed  to  them  on  returning  the  treaty:  "The 
'  President  has  seen  in  your  exeriiona  to  aceom* 
'  plish  the  great  objects  of  your  instruction*  ample 
'  proofs  of  that  zeal  and  patriotism  in  which  he 
'  confided,  and  feels  deep  regret  (ha(  your  sncceis 
■  has  not  corresponded  with  the  reasooablenesi  of 
'  your  propositions  and  theabiliiy  with  which  they 
'  were  supported."  And  yet  in  (he  same  letter  itt 
find  agaio  expressed  the  fixed  determination  of 
the  President  ''to  decline  any  a  t  range  meat,  foi- 
'  mal  or  informal,  which  does  not  comprise  a  pro- 
'  vision  against  impressments  from  American  vo- 
'  sels  on  the  high  seas."  Thus  repeating  and  ia- 
sisting  upon  that  point  as  the  ultimaisna  in  any 
treaty  arrangement. 

In  this  manner  the  Treaty  of  1S06  was  rejected 
by  ihe  President,  without  condescending  to  ad- 
vise with  his  great  Constitutional  Council.  Wliu 
would  have  been  the  result  of  (he  DegolialioB  had 
(he  treaty  been  submitted  to  the  considejatioo  of 
the  Senate  it  is  impossible  to  divine  j  whether 
the  united  wisdom  of  the  President  and  Senate 
would  hare  been  able  to  effect  such  a  compromiw 
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and  irrangemeiil  of  ibe  poinis  in  conlroversy  as 
to  be  muiuall/  saii«r8cioTy  must  remain  forever 
uaboDWD  J  but  one  fact  may  be  assumed,  ihat  (he 
adrice  of  the  Senate  upon  a  subject  so  deeply  in- 
teresting 10  the  people,  could  not  have  placed  tbe 
nalioD  io  a  sLlualioo  more  embairasiiing  than  oar 
present.  The  history  of  ihe  ralificalion  of  the 
Treaty  of  1794  furnishes  an  example  of  the  sus< 
pension  of  an  objecliooable  article  and  the  ac- 
quiescence  of  Great  Britain  in  the  adoption  of 
the  residue,  and  shows  that  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion in  that  instance  produced  the  happiest  result. 
But  if  the  great  ultimatum  broadly  insisted  upon 
by  our  Executive,  be  adhered  lu,  probably  no 
Administration  can  ever  make  a  treaty  with  that 
nation.  The  British  Govern  men  t  tells  you  that 
it  caonot  surrender  the  point  in  controversy  with- 
out eodangering  ils  very  existence,  aod  that  no 
Ministry  can  abandon  it  in  the  latitude  that  we 
require.  How  then  can  you  calculate  upon  bel- 
ter success  while  that  Government  is  able  to  de- 
fend Ltfelf?  Can  you  raiionally  expect  more 
than  what  is  offered  1  -'  to  adopt  some  liberal  and 
'  eqaitable  plan  fur  reconciling  the  exercise  of 
'  what  that  Government  deems  a  right  essential 
'  to  its  existence  with  Ifae  just  claims  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  and  for  removing  from  it  all  cause  of 
'  complain!  and  irritation."  The  object  which 
■we  have  in  view  is  the  security  and  proieciion  of 
oar  own  citizens;  this  it  is  the  duty  of  our  Gov- 
ernment most  siTenuousIf  to  insist  upon,  and  if 
Degotiation  will  not  effect  it,  an  appeal  may  safely 
be  made  to  the  spirit  and  feeling  of  the  nation  to 
defend  it.  But  if  that  abject  can  be  obtained  by 
boDorable  negotiation,  I  am  much  deceived  if  the 
people  will  consent  to  stake  their  peace  and  happi- 
ness in  a  contest  to  protect  British  seamen  and 
Dritish  deserters,  who  may  be  employed  on  board 
our  mefcbani  vessels  on  inr  "■'  "■  "  ■ 
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a  abandoned  by  oar  Ministers  ia  the  late  ne- 
j^tiatioal  If  we  credit  them,  ihey  never  lost 
si^bt  of  that  object.  It  is  true  there  appears  no 
aitpulaiion  in  the  treaty  upon  that  point,  because 
they  were  bound  by  their  instructions  not  lo  treat 
formally,  but  on  the  principle  of  an  uoqualiSed 
abandonment  by  the  Britisn  Goveramenl.  But 
ihe  explaoatory  letter  of  our  Ministers  and  the 
subsequent  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  of  2Slh  February, 
1808,  give*  us  reason  to  believe  that  the  arianKe- 
men  t  was  at  least  worthy  of  ex  perimeot;  especiuly 
as  ihat  point  (as  well  as  our  claim  for  illegal  cap- 
tures) was  lell  open  to  future  discussion,  and  was 
placed,  as  Mr.  Monroe  informs,  upon  suah  a  footing 
as  to  give  our  Government  the  command  of  the 
subject.  His  words  ara  these :  "  We  were  thete- 
'  fore  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  paper  of 
'  the  British  Commissioners  placed  the  interest 

*  of  impressment  on  ground  which  it  was  both 
'  saf«  and  honorable  for  the  United  States  to  ad- 

*  roit ;  that  in  abort  it  gave  their  government  the 
'  command  of  tbe  subject  for  every  necessary 
'  and  useful  purpose."  If  hia  opinion  be  correct ; 
if  that  question  was  placed  upon  gtonnd  both  safe 
and  honorable,  and  left  in  such  a  aituatioo  that 
our  Government  bad  the  command  of  tbe  subject, 


would  not  such  an  arrangement  be  satisfactory 
to  the  nation  1  Would  it  not  have  been  wise  at 
least  to  iry  whether  the  practice  would  corres- 
pond with  the  theory  7  In  my  opinion,  sir,  it  did 
merit  the  united  deliberation  of  the  Senate  and 
Presidetit  before  the  determination  was  taken  to 
reject  that  treaty,  and  attempt  to  renew  negotia- 
tion upon  points  so  long  and  so  ably  discussed. 
The  issue  of  the  affair  corroborates  this  opinion, 
for  when  the  treaty  was  returned,  a.  change  of 
Ministry  having  taken  place,  so  far  from  acceding 
to  the  proposition  of  proceeiling  again  to  discuss 
(he  points  to  which  the  President  objected,  Mr. 
Canning  readily  acquiesces  in  the  rejection,  and 
informs  uf,  that  as  we  had  not  accepted  the  con- 
vention, the  whole  subject  must  be  resumed  when 
leisure  may  permit.  It  therefore  yet  remains 
uncertain  whether  a  more  favorable  treaty  will 
ever  be  obtained. 

But,  sir,  suppose  either  the  Treaty  of  1794  had 
been  renewed  or  the  late  negotiation  had  been 
conducted  lo  an  amicable  issue,  and  we  had  with 
promptness  and  energy  reHinted  the  Berlin  decree, 
which  outraged  the  Taw  of  nations  and  trampled 
upon  a  solemn  treaty,  is  it  probable  liiai  our  coun- 
try would,  at  this  time,  have  been  reduced  to  the 
dilemma  stated  in  the  report  of  your  committee, 
of  submitting  to  a  ruinous  embargo,  or  waging 
war  with  two  powerful  nations  1  Sir,  in  my  opin- 
ion, we  should  not  have  been  engaged  in  war 
with  either,  for  the  mode  of  resisting  that  decree 
was  plain  and  easy,  by  autiiorizing  your  mer- 
chantmen to  arm  and  resist  any  unlawful  attacks 
upon  your  commerce.  This  plan  would  have 
prevented  war,  and  protected  our  lawful  trade, 
without  embarrassing  our  Government,  or  com- 
pelling il  to  take  part  with  either  of  the  bellig- 

From  this  review  of  the  history  of  oar  negotia- 
tion since  1803,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  have 
cummiiied  errors  of  no  small  importance  as  they 
regarded  the  interest  of  the  nation.  Should  the 
Orders  io  Council  be  repealed  lu-monow,  our 
commercial  intercourse  with  Britain  would  be  in 
tbe  same  situation  aa  in  1804,  and  tbe  whole 
ground  of  negotiation  must  be  again  travelled 
over.  Connected  as  we  are  by  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  continue 
friends  long  without  some  commercial  regula- 
tions; the  sources  of  controversy  ere  too  numer- 
ous; ihe  points  of  collision  are  too  prominent. 
Such  is  our  situation  with  respect  to  that  Gov- 
ernment— and  what  is  the  remedy  prescribed  by 
our  political  doctors?  Nothing  less  than  war. 
Yes,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  indulge  our  pas- 
sions and  resentment  in  idle  menaces,  by  declar- 
ing to-day  that  we  will  go  to  war  in  June  next. 
I  hope,  however,  while  we  indulge  out  feelings, 
we  shall  not  forget  our  want  of  preparation,  or 
lose  sight  of  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
Ours,  sir,  is  a  peace  Government,  and  is  not  well 
calculated  far  offensive  war.  Its  spirit,  like  tbe 
heuisn  spirit  of  Christianity,  breathes  peace  and 
good  will  to  all  men.  Whenever  the  occasion 
for  iryiog  its  energies  may  happen,  it  will  be 
found  weak  or  strong,  a  - 
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I  will  illusiraie  mr  idea,  la  a  war  of  derence 
agaiati  Bliack  ot  JDvasioit,  the  whole Mrength  and 
force  of  ihe  nntioQ  will  be  xpontBiieousl)'  eiened. 
and  evtry  man  becomiojt  ideiilified  with  the  Gov- 
ernroent,  ibe  impulse  will  be  irresiiiible,  and  we 
chall  then  want  only  a  skilful  eommaDder-in- 
chief,  to  direct  witb  judgment  the  pbyafcal  Torce 
of  an  uaiied  people.  la  a  war  of  enterprise  or 
offfDce,  our  Qovernmeot  will  be  weak,  unless  the 
cau&e  of  war  addressei  itaelf  iirongiy  to  the  feel- 
jog*  of  ibe  great  mBJorlty  of  the  people,  and  the 
neeessitjr  oril  to  viodicale  the  esienlial  rights 
and  honor  of  the  nation  is  pleinly  discerned ;  and 
for  tbii<  obvious  reason,  fou  cannot  raise  a  regi- 
meDi,  or  iDBQ  a  gunboat,  without  Toluotary  en- 
listmeDtj  or  provide  money,  f'tbe  rery  sinews  of 
war,)  without  the  consent  bi  a  majority  of  the 
people,  expressed  by  their  Rep  re  senta  lives.  Be- 
fore we  declare  war,  or  adopt  a  measure  which 
leads  directly  to  that  event,  we  ought  to  be  well 
assured  that  the  great  majority  of  the  nation  are 
ready  and  willing  to  unite  in  the  contest;  a  fact 
of  which,  at  meiieat,  I  really  entertain  sirongr 
doubts,  eiciled  by  the  laoguaee  of  memorials  on 
your  cable,  and  informaiioa  daily  received  from 
different  parts  of  the  Union.  I  know  we  can  con- 
ceal our  errors  from  the  view  of  the  people  for  a 
season  by  a  declaratiou  of  war.  The  eIiII  imaU 
Toice  in  which  they  address  the  underslaading 
will  be  unheard  amid  the  din  of  armn,  or  drowned 
amidst  the  groans  of  the  hapless  victims  of  war. 
They  will  be  lost  in  the  blaze  of  our  burning  vil- 
lages, or  obscured  by  clouds  of  smoke  ascending 
from  the  funeral  piles  of  our  devoted  cities.  But 
let  me  ask  this  Huune,  or  rather  let  me  ask  the 
nation,  whether  they  are  prepared  to  bring  their 
peace,  their  happiness,  their  treasure,  and  their 
blood,  and  present  them  all  as  an  offerinjr  to  atone 
for  the  errors  of  the  Administration  7  Will  noth- 
ing less  than  such  a  sacrifice  expiate  those  errors  7 
I  trust  some  other  equally  honorable  and  inSoile- 
ly  less  costly  will  yet  be  found.  Sir,  1  am  con- 
yinced  that  no  honorable  gentleman  within  these 
walls  would  advocate  war  to  cover  those  error 
and  therefore  I  cannot  impute  to  any  one  such 

Perhaps,  sir,  when  I  state  my  unwillingness  i 
(his  moment  (o  declare  war  against  Great  Briiai 
and  France,  or  to  adopt  the  plan  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  I  shall  be  asked  if  I  mean  to  submit  t( 
their  unjust  orders  and  decrees  1  I  answer  no 
I  hope  the  idea  of  submission  has  never  been  en 
tertaineJ  in  this  House.  1  trust,  sir,  that  Lhi 
term  "submission"  is  not  found  in  the  vocabu 
lary  of  an  American  Btatesman.  It  ii  true  tha 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  a  de- 
tailed report,  after  reciting  our  wrongs,  has  iU' 
formed  us  that  we  have  only  to  choose  submis- 
sion, embargo,  or  war  with  both  nations.  With 
all  due  deference  to  the  superior  judgment  of  that 
honorable  committee,  I  muKi  beg  leave  to  enter 
my  protest  agaiast  their  inference :  and  as  they 
hare  given  us  the  premises,  I  shall  probably  be 
pardoned,  if  I  venture  to  consult  my  own  under- 
atanding  and  draw  my  own  conclusions.  I  can- 
not  perceive  howit  can  well  be  called  anbmieiioa 


tir  merchant*  if  ihey  please  to  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  or  France,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  ootwiChsianding  those  ordera  and  decrees. 
By  submission,  is  understood  the  doing  under 
lercion  that  which  is  commanded,  or  the  refrain- 
ig  from  doing  that  which  is  forbiddeo.  France 
lys,  we  shall  not  trade  with  Great  Britain,  aad 
Britain,  in  return,  says,  we  shall  not  trade  with 

The  whole  tenor  of  the  orders  and  decree^  as 
applicable  to  this  qaesiion,  is  negative  or  prohibi- 
tory. If,  then,  our  mercbancs  being  at  liberty  to 
stay  at  home,  or  to  co  to  France,  do  actually  go 
there,  thai  act  is  clearly  not  submisatoo  to  the 
decree  of  the  Bmperor.and  being  contrary  to  the 
British  orders,  certainly  isnot  submission  to  them. 
And,  on  (he  other  hand,  the  voluntary  trade  to 
Great  Britain  is  not  produced  by  the  British  or- 
ders, and  is  against  the  French  decree ;  and  equal- 
ly clear  it  is,  that  our  trade  to  India,  Spain,  Por- 
'imI,  and  many  other  places,  might  be  carried  on 
'ilhout  the  leajiC  imputation  of  submitting  to  the 
ill  of  the  belligerents.  As  to  embargo,  that,  in 
my  view,  savors  more  strongly  of  submission  ; 
the  nation,  however,  is  weary  of  it.  and  1  Irnst 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  grant  tnem  reasona- 
ble relief  from  its  pressnre,  withont  adopting  the 
third  allernatire  insisted  on  by  the  committee. 

If  the  embargo  is  raided  oa  the  4th  of  March, 
ks  full  force  wHl,  by  that  time,  be  felt  by  the  bel- 
ligerents, and  they  may  probably  then  be  iocfiaed 
10  do  us  justice,  and  our  trade  be  permitted  to 
resume  its  natural  channels.  The  British  Got- 
ernment,  moved  by  the  impulse  of  its  own  Inter- 
est, and  taught,  by  our  patriotic  submlssioa  to 
embargo  for  fifteen  months,  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  our  friendship  and  commerce,  may  yet 
listen  to  the  voice  of  reason,  and  yield  to  an  hon- 
orable adjustment  of  our  differences ;  and  of  such 
a  disposition,  Mr.  Canning's  last  letter  gives  a 
pledge.  As  we  have  forborne  so  long,  and  en- 
dured so  much  to  preserve  oar  founs  and  grow- 
ing nation  from  being  drawn  into  the  rortex  of 
European  wars,  I  hope  we  shall  not  close  the 
door  of  negotiailoD  at  this  moment,  but  leave  the 
succeeding  President  at  liberty  to  use  such  means 
as  his  wisdom  and  patriotism  may  surest  to 
secure  the  rights  and  honor  of  his  country.  The 
object  is  at  least  worth  the  experiment.  Should 
he  succeed  in  the  attempt,  his  reward  will  be 
great — no  less  than  the  grateful  applaDse  of  bi) 
fellow-citizens.  I  would,  therefore,  do  no  act 
which  may  tend  to  increase  the  difficulties  with 
which  thi  interesting  subject  of  our  foreign  rela- 
lations  is  already  embarrassed.  Sir,  a  very  im- 
portant consequence  will,  in  any  eveot,  result 
from  this  course — for,  if  justice  it  denied  us.  the 
nation  will  be  convinced  that  war  is  necessary. 
It  will  tend  to  harmonize  the  public  sentimeai, 
and  unite  all  in  the  common  cause.  For  my  con- 
stituents I  can  answer  with  confidence,  that  wben- 
ever  Congress  shall  declare  that  war  is  Decenary 
to  protect  our  rights,  or  vindicate  our  natiimal 
honor,  ihey  will  rally  around  the  standard  of  the 
Governmentj  and  present  their  breasts  as  a  bul- 
wark for  (heir  country.    The  report  of  the  com.- 
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miitee  to  which  I  hive  referred,  spe&ts  of  war 
wiih  both  the  belligereols ;  Ibia  proposiiion  hia 
moreof  soDod  (ban  sobilBDCe;  it  deserves  some 
■trention,  aod  ■  few  remarks  will  show  it>  fal- 
lacy. No  man  will  say  that  we  can  come  into 
contact  with  France,  and  perhaps  that  is  for  us  n 
mosi  foitunate  cireumstacce.  As  it  regardi  her, 
therefore,  the  declaration  of  war  would  tw  merely 
nominal.  But  with  Great  Britain  we  might  have 
ft  real  and  a  serious  warfare.  Marie  the  coose- 
qaeoce.  The  Emperor,  by  his  decrees,  wishes 
to  reduce  Briiaio  oy  cutting  oS  her  commerce. 
We  declare  war  against  Britain,  and  thus  the 
object  which  he  aimed  at  will  be  accompltBhed. 
Do  youdnDbt,sir,  sf[er  reading  Mr.  Champagny'a 
letter,  ia  which  the  Emperor  oot  only  lelia  us  we 
ought  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  but  CTen 
Tenlures  to  declare  war  for  as,  that  such  a  slate 
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circumapeeli 
e  maf  be  taken  ia  his  toils.  From  every  riew, 
therefore,  which  I  can  take  of  the  subject,  my 
raiud  is  fully  conrinced  that  we  ought  not,  at 
this  lime,  to  adopt  the  second  branch  of  the  leso- 
luiioo. 

Wheo  Mr.  Tah  Dtke  had  concluded— 
Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
eoDsideraiion  of  the  subject  iDdefioilely.    The 
House  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  decisiou 
on  the  motioD. 


TBtJEtflDAT,  Febrnary  2. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdhwell^  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  a  reaolution  proposed  by  him. 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  the  first  iosianl ; 
and  ibe  same  being  amended  on  the  several  mo- 
lions  of  Mr.  Macoh  and  Mr.  Marion,  to  read  as 

Raohed,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  instructed 
to  fnmiah  the  Librarian  of  Congress  nith  too  complete 
■eta  of  the  Jonmab  and  all  Documants  and  Repoita 
laid  before  CougieH  at  each  aeiaion : 

A  motion  was  made  fay  Mr.  Durell.,  farther 
to  amend  the  taid  reaolatioo,  by  adding,  to  the 
end  thereof,  the  words  following  r  "  and  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Secretary  of  «ach  of  the  Slates  in  the 
Union,  and  of  the  Territories  thereof,  one  such 
set  for  the  use  of  aaid  Stales  and  Terriloties,  re- 
spectively." 

And  on  the  queKion  that  the  Honae  do  agree 
to  the  laid  proposed  amendment,  it  pasted  in  the 
negaiive. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  StarpoiiI), 
that  the  said  resolution,  as  amended,  and  herein 
befiM«  recited,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House :  and 
the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  wu  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Burweli^  Mr.  Stanfoso, 
and  Mr.  Slt,  be  appointed  a  committee,  puraU' 
ant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  messaga  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
ibat  the  Senate  havepaaaed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


act  making  appropriations  to  complete  the  forli- 
Geaiioos  commenced  for  the  security  of  the  sea- 
port towns  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  defray  the  expense  of  deepening  and  extending 
to  the  river  Mississippi  the  canal  of  Carondelet," 
with  an  amendment;  lo  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill,  enlitled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
the  incorporation  of  religious  societies  in  theDit- 
trict  of  Columbia ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
:nrrence  of  this  House. 

PBEaiDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Bacoh  called  for  tbe  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  by  him  on  Monday,  for  appoint- 
ing a  joint  committee  to  eiamine  the  subject  of 
tbe  petitions  against  the  mode  in  which  the  late 
election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Preti- 
dent  of  the  Untied  Slates,  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Massachnieits,  was  cnnduiiled. 

Mr.  Ranuolfh  wished  the  resolution  to  lie  oa 
tbe  table,  that  the  members  of  the  House  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  take  it  intoibeir  most 
serious  consideralion.  He  said  it  appeared  to  him 
(hat.  under  color  of  a  redress  of  grievances,  the 
resolution  n)ight  go  in  a  very  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous manner  lo  enlarge  ihe  sphere  of  action  of 
the  General  Government,  at  ine  expense  of  the 
dearest  rights  of  iheStaies.  In  whatmanner,BBhed 
be,  is  the  General  Government  conititated  ?  We, 
as  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Legislature,  are  un- 
queatisnabiy  the  judges  of  our  own  qualification* 
end  returns.  The  Senate,  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  is  in  like  manner  tbe  judge,  with- 
out appeal,  of  ine  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. But  with  respect  to  the  appointment  of 
President — on  whom  is  that  authority  devolved 
in  tbe  first  insiancel    On  the  Electors,  who  are 


qualifications  as  we  are  of  outs;  and  it  appears  to 
me  as  competent  to  the  people  of  any  part  of  this 
country,  to  prefer  a  petition  lo  the  Electoral  Col- 
lege to  set  aside  the  returns  of  any  members  of 
Congress,  as  to  prefer  petitions  to  this  House  to 
set  aside  the  qualifications  of  Electors.  True  il  ia, 
sir,  that  for  the  convenience  of  the  thin^,  and 
also  for  the  prevention  of  cabals  and  intrigue — 
such,  however,  was  the  intention  of  this  provision; 
how  far  il  has  answered  that  purpose  is  another 
question — the  Electors  assemble  in  separate  divi»> 
ions  in  tbe  respective  States ;  but  they  are  to  be 
considered,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a  body 
of  men  equal  in  number  to  the  Senate  and  House 
of  RepreseniHlives,  charged  with  the  election  of 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  judges  in  tbe  last  resort  of  their  own 
qualifications  and  returns.  If  noi,  they  are  a 
mere  nullitjt.  Sir,  when  I  rose  I  had  no  inten- 
tion of  saying  thus  much  on  tbe  subject;  1  did 
not  dream  that  it  would  be  called  up,  and,  to  be 
candid,  I  did  not  know  that  the  resolution  was  on 
the  table.  Tbe  manner  of  doing  business  in  the 
House  is  so  strange  and  anomalous,  that  it  ia  im- 
ponible  for  any  person  to  know  what  will  be  the 
snbjcct  of  debate  on  any  pariicalar  day.    Bni  it 
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ia  peifeclly  in  tny  TecoIlectioD,  and,  sir,  it  mait 
be   in  yours,  the  extreme   seasatioD  tvbicb  wa« 

E reduced  in  tbis  House  and  ihrau^boui  the  Union 
ya  bill  introduced  into  ibe  oiber  House  by  a 
member  from  Pennsylvatiia  (Mr.  RoH«)ioucbing 
the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presideot  of 
the  United  Slates.  Tbis  is  a  delicate  subject; 
one  which  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  there  is  no 
occasion  to  touch.  The  election  is  not  only  an- 
dispuled  but  indispuisble.  Tbe  Constitution  has 
said  that  each  State  is  entitled  to  a  number  of 
Electors  equal  to  the  number  of  its  Senators  and 
Be  pre  sen  tali  res,  who  shall  be  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislatures  shall  prescribe;  and 
if  we  atteibpi  to  put  our  hands  oo  ihia  power,  we 
tnighc  as  well,  in  my  apprehension,  arrogate  to 
ourselves  the  appoinimeni  of  President  and  Vice 
President.  If  we  do  away  the  decision  of  the 
Electoral  body,  which  is  as  independent  of  ns  as 
we  are  of  (hem,  the  Conilituiion  is  in  my  opinion 
verging  (o  its  dissolution. 

Mr.  Bacoh  said  he  certainly  should  consent 
that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  tbe  table.  He 
aaid  he  was  himself  by  no  means  certain  that  this 
House  or  both  Honsea  had  the  power  of  acting 
00  the  subject ;  hut  he  thoufhi  it  an  attention  due 
lo  the  memorials  to  gire  inem  a  reference  to  a 
aelect  committee.  He  did  not  wish  to  commit 
himself  or  (he  House  on  the  sabject,  for,  be  re- 
peated, he  was  by  no  meana  certain  of  the  propri- 
•ty  of  the  proceeding. 
Tbe  resolution  was  Mdered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EHBAHGO. 

The  Spejlkeh  declared  the  motion  pending 
(for  indefinite  postponemeni)  when  the  House 
yesterday  adjourned  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Nicholas's  resolution  for  repeal- 
ing the  embargo,  and  issning  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  on  the day  of .  The  ques- 
tion pending  on  filling  the  blank  with  the  Qrtt 
day  of  June,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  or  the  fif- 
teenth of  Febtuaty. 

Mr.  W.  ALSTOKHidihat  for  himself  he  wonid 
prefer  the  conrse  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Tboup)  had  pointed  out;  and,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  not  declared 
thai  he  wished  the  emharso  to  be  remored,  he 
should  bare  inferred  that  also  to  be  his  idea,  be- 
cause he  hsd  set  out  with  declarine  that  be  had 
wished  that  the  embargo  laws  should  have  a  fair 
experiment.  And  Mr.  A.  asked  the  gentleman 
and  the  House  whether  they  had  received  a  fair 
«zperimeDt1  Certainly  not;  for  the  violations 
had  been  such  heretofore  that  the  embargo  had 
not  by  any  means  had  that  experiment  which  it 
onght  to  have  had.  No  one  could  teli  what 
would  be  its  effects  if  it  were  permitted  to  have 
that  trial  which  (he  honorable  gentleman  from 
Delaware  wished  it  to  haTe  bad.  Mr.  A.  could 
not  decide  how  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  the  part  of 
the  resolution  under  consideration,  until  he  knew 
what  other  measure  was  to  be  adopted  in  place 
of  the  embargo.  If  we  were  to  have  war,  he 
«ated  not  whether  it  was  declared  to-moriow,  ot 


in  March  or  in  Jtine.  If  farther  time  «u  to  be 
allowed  for  oegoiiaiion,  he  ibonght  that  thion 
had  better  remain  as  they  were,  more  especially 
as  there  was  now  a  probability  that  tbe  embar^ 
would  be  carried  into  effecL  Notwithstanding 
the  frequent  assertions  which  he  had  heard,  he 
believed  there  was  no  such  thing  as  rebctliaa  is 
Massachusetts.  He  believed  from  his  heart  [hat 
tbe  good  sense  of  the  people  of  that  Slate  wodU 
carry  tbe  Uws  into  execution.  If  things  shoald 
be  left  as  they  now  stood,  our  enemies  wodM  not 
officially  know  what  ihe  OoTemment  iDtended 
to  do ;  though  they  might  jodge  for  themxlm 
by  declarations  made  on  the  floor,  which  lit 
hoped  10  see  substantiated  by  action  when  the 
proper  time  came. 

Mr.  Tallhadoe  said  that  it  did  appear  ta  bim 
that  the  nation  was  placed  in  sach  a  poiiiion 
that  it  became  imperiously  the  duty  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  decide  some  very  inaportani  qneilioB 
relative  to  the  embargo.  I  am  sorry, said  be, 
ihat  the  gentleman  who  introduced  tbe  nsoln- 
tion  (Mr.  NicsoLia)  is  unable  to  attend,  from 
indisposition,  and  to  maintain  and  defend  tbt 
principles  of  his  resolution;  and  I  am  gUd  ihit 
the  resolution  is  so  worded  as  to  admit  of  a  di- 
vision as  to  the  two  great  qoestions  of  a  eoDtin- 
uance  of  tbe  embargo  and  a  eommeacemf  at  of 
hostilities,  so  that  they  may  be  distinctly  preseni- 
ed  to  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
I  am  very  free  to  declare  as  to  the  first  qnesttoii, 
which  ia  the  only  one  now  pending,  (hat  my 
mind  is  completely  raade  up;  and  although  I 
should  rather  fill  the  blank  for  the  time  of  its 
repeal  with  tbe  word  "immediately,"  yet  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  meet  geatleroen  who  wish 
for  the  longest  period,  on  the  middle  ground,  and 
fix  on  the  fourth  of  March  for  its  repeal.  [  do 
conceive  it  to  be  a  duty  highly  incumbent  on 
this  Committee  to  decide  this  quesliua  empbili- 
cally  and  at  once ;  and  there  are  seveial  reasons 
which  I  will  offer  to  the  House,  which  hare  in- 
duced me  to  form  this  opinion.  The  fini  reason 
is  a  respect  for  ourselves  and  for  the  Gcvctu- 
mentofthe  United  Sutes.  What  will  be  the 
opinion  of  our  constituents,  when  they  see  reso- 
lutions offered  to  repeal  the  embargo,  postponed 
from  day  to  day,  without  obtaining  a  decision  oa 
them  ;  and,  after  thai,  when  they  see  a  resolatioi 
ofiered  for  repealing  the  embargo,  annexed  to 
which  is  a  proportion  taniamouni  to  a  deeUn- 
lion  of  war?  1  am  alraid  that  the  people  wdl 
think  either  that  we  do  not  understand  the  bnsi- 
ness  for  which  we  came  here,  or  that  our  eoa- 
duct  amounts  lo  direct  trifling.  I  am.  ihererort, 
for  deciding  the  question  abstractedly  wfaeifaer 
we  will  repeal  the  embargo  or  not.  When  ibtt 
question  is  once  decided,  the  people  will  kao« 
what  to  depend  upon.  When,  sir,  I  review  the 
present  condition  of  this  country  I  feel  alarmed. 
We  all  must  read  the  public  papers  and  know 
(be  events  now  daily  occurring,  some  of  which 
cannot  have  escaped  your  observation.  Intoone 
of  the  Northern  States  ([Vermont)  the  President 
sent  his  proclamation  in  April  fast,  nasking  it 
known  that  combinaliona  were  forming,  and  aa 
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Q  about  to  lake  place,  aod  calling  upon 
all  officers  civil  and  military  lo  aid  in  suppresi- 
ing  llie  saioe.  The  grand  jury  of  one  of  the 
eoaoiicB  in  that  Stale  have  realjjr  made  a  pre- 
seiitmeDt  of  it  as  a  eneTance,  although  the  proc' 
lamaiioa  has  Dot  been  specially  named.  This 
must  be  disBgreeable  to  every  gentleman  on  thia 
floor,  and  is  ons  of  the  evils  which  I  wish  to 
remedy.  To  me  it  appears  to  be  a  serious  cir- 
cnmstaoce  that  the  measures  of  the  OoTernment 
ahould  be  thus  trpaled,  and  it  is  a  state  of  things 
which  J  would  take  ail  proper  measures  to  avoid. 
Another  circumstance  I  will  meniioo  :  Since  the 
passage  of  the  last  nupplemeDtary  embargo  law, 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  di- 
rected some  of  the  military  officers  to  call  out  a 
portion  of  the  military  force.  Several  compa- 
nies were  accordinxly  called  out,  and  when  they 
came  upon  the  ground  they  determined  that  they 
would  not  obey  the  Insiructions  of  a  revenue 
officer.  They  did  not  refuse  to  obey  their  own 
officers,  but  toey  said  they  knew  no  snch  officer 
over  them  as  a  revenue  officer.  This  is  another 
diMigreeable  circumstance,  and  I  am  very  un- 
willing to  see  the  laws  in  sucb  a  situation  that 
either  civil  or  military  officer*  shall  refuse  to  ex- 
ecute tbem  with  impunity.  In  another  State, 
the  large  and  respectable  State  of  Massachusetts, 
the  citizens,  where  tbey  have  felt  the  eSecIs  of 
the  last  embargo  law  bearing  hard  upon  them, 
bare  resorted  to  the  law  of  iha  State  under  which 
they  live  to  obtain  redress.  The  consequence  is, 
air,  that  your  revenue  officers  are,  from  the  na- 
ture of  (he  case,  unable  to  execute  your  laws. 
Such  heavy  bonds  are  required  of  them  by  the 
State  courts,  that  they  cannot  readily  procure 
them,  and  must  decline  the  execution  of  the  law 
or  go  to  prison.  This  is  another  evil  which  I  am 
anxious  to  see  remedied,  aud  therefore  I  do  not 
wish  a  law  of  the  United  States  to  remain  in 
this  situation. 

I  have  another  reason  which  iodnces  me  to 
nrge  a  speedy  decision.  I  wish  to  see  an  end 
put  to  all  speculations  arising  out  of  the  laws  or 
proceediw  of  this  Oovercment  7  What  will 
t>e  the  eSecl  of  the  resolution  on  the  table?  I 
will  venture  to  predict  that  the  price  of  articles 
proper  for  export  will  he  raised  ten,  twenty,  or 
even  fifir  per  cent.,  ander  a  belief  that  the  embar- 
go will  be  raised.  What  will  be  the  efi'ect  of 
ppstpoaing  the  repeal  until  the  period  proposed  t 
That  speculation  will  be  prolonged,  and  I  wish 
to  see  an  end  to  it. 

I  have  another  reason,  air:  I  feel  unwilling 
that  the  dignity  of  this  nation  should  be  prostra- 
ted in  the  view  of  foreign  Qovernments.  We 
seem  to  be  resolving  and  re-resolving  without 
doing  anything,  until  we  become  indeed  the 
laughing-stock  of  the  Earopean  world.  1  wish 
to  see  the  Government  respected  at  home  and 
abroad.  For  these  reasons  I  am  for  filling  the 
blank  with  the  earliest  period,  but  am  willing  to 
compound  with  ^ntlemen,  and  take  the  fourth 
of  March  as  a  middle  day. 

Mr.  SonTBABD  commenced  his  observations 
by  referring  to  the  sad  spectacle  whicli  the  gen- 


tleman from  Connecticut  (Mr.  TALLUAi>aB)who 
had  preceded  him  had  given  of  the  state  of  the 
nation,  which,  if  trne,  must  cast  an  everlasting 
stigma  upon  this  country,  which  had  been  boaat* 
ed  of  for  its  independence  and  forbearance.  Obe- 
dience to  the  laws  was  characieristic  of  a  good 
citizen,  and  to  this  principle  he  believed  it  was 
always  safe  to  appeal  first.  Now  had  ibis  bees 
so  strongly  evinced  as  was  desirable  to  the  north- 
ward 1  It  was  true  that  there  were  a  number  of 
petitions  on  the  table  for  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo laws,  but  there  was  very  little  evidence 
that  they  waited  for  the  desirable  rediesa.     If  he 
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and  irritate  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  against 
the  embargo  system  of  laws,  particularly  by  gen- 
ilemen  of  the  law ;  and  circular  letters  had  been 
sent  from  town  to  town  to  inflame  the  people  on 
a  subject  with  which  they  were  perhaps  but  too 
little  acquainted  of  the  real  causes  for  which  the 
reetriciions  were  laid  on  commerce,  having  been 
concealed  from  them  as  much  as  possible. 

The  propositioQ  now  under  coDsideralion  is 
very  important  indeed.  The  subject  to  which  it 
relates  has  produced  more  agitation  in  the  nation, 
and  occasioned  more  debate  and  discussion  in 
this  House,  than  any  subject  I  have  ever  seen 
brought  before  the  National  Legislature  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  it.  It  has  always 
been  an  unpleasant  and  disagreeble  subject  to  act 
upon,  and  a  hard  and  difficult  question  for  me  to 
decide,  and  therefore  I  have  generally  given  what 
is  called  a  silent  vote.  I  have  voted  in  favor  of 
the  embargo  with  reluctance ;  but  the  measure 
was  imperiously  called  for  by  the  situation  of  otir 
country,  and  the  disposition  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tions of  Europe.  I  voted  for  it  on  three  accounts : 
First,  lo  secure  the  property  of  the  United  State*, 
against  Ihe  depredations  of  the  rulers  of  the  ocean. 
Necessity  seemed  to  impose  those  restraints  upon 
us,  even  though  tbey  were  irksome ;  but  however 
irksome,  they  ought  to  be  preferred  to  the  pros- 
tration of  our  national  rights  and  interest  to  the 
decrees  of  the  belligerents.  Secondly,  1  voted  for 
it  as  the  best  measure  which  I  could  perceive  onr 
Qovernmeni  had  in  it*  power  to  preserve  peace, 
and  to  use  against  those  nations  who  had  deprived 
other  naltoos  as  well  as  ours  oftbeir  property, 
their  rights,  and  their  Government.  From  such 
nations  I  wish  to  withdraw  as  much  as  possible 
all  connexion,  lest  they  might  injure  us  as  they 
haveall  others  tbathavebeen  connected  tvitb  them. 
Thirdly,  I  thought  that  by  such  a  dissevermeni 
our  manufactures  might  be  the  more  encouraged, 
and  thue  our  true  independence  be  rendered  more 
firm.  Tbid  advantage  I  coitsidered  of  great  im- 
portance, and  such  circumstances,  if  no  other, 
might  promote  the  growth  of  so  desirable  an  ob< 
ject,  without  which  we  can  never  be  said  to  be 
truly  independent. 

Mr.  S.  expressed  himself  decidedly  a  friend  to 
commerce,  but  ft  the  same  time  did  not  believe 
that  theeaiateDCe  of  ihe  country  depended,  as  had 
been  said,  solely  upon  commerce.  He  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  if  this  country  would  mainUln 
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ils  iodepeDdence,  in  fact  u  well  ii  in  nime,  it 
must  resort  tuDBDufacmrM.  Thii  doctrine  would 
hy  (ome  be  coaiidered  ni  treason  a^aioil  £ng- 
l*Dd,aDd  imponiDgnierchanii;  but  it  waineTer- 
ihelesi  true.  We  caQUOl,  «aid  he.  hive  a  strong- 
er  evideoce  of  (his  fact,  uod  of  the  cieceHity  of 
CDCOuraging  our  own  ma  nu  fact  urea,  (ban  by  a 
eircuDiElaace  which  cook  place  about  two  jreati 
since.  The  Pteaideot  of  the  United  SlaiM  had 
cuteted  iuto  a  contract  with  a  person  for  a  sup- 
ply of  ihiriy  thouiaud  stand  of  arms,  which  were 
lo  be  ihipped  from  Holland.  The  Emperor  of 
France,  being  informed  of  ibis  cooiraci,  immedi- 
diately  preriinted  iheshipment  of  thearms.  We 
were  di.'^ap pointed — but  this  proved  to  be  a  fortu- 
nate circumstance.  The  Ghivernmeat  was  cod- 
vinced  of  the  ueeeuily  of  manufacturing  in  our 
own  country  ibis  important  articla.  1  bold  il  to 
be  a  correct  principle,  thai  this  country  should 
manufacture  for  itself  every  nece^isary  of  life.  The 
bowels  of  the  earth  are  full  of  riches,  and  the 
face  of  the  country  abounds  with  every  raw  ma- 
terial, sufficient  not  only  fur  the  necessaries,  but 
also  fur  the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  seed  is  sown— the  germ  ii  already  sprung. 
By  means  of  ihe  embargo  we  shall  reap  a  perma- 
oeni  f{ood.  Many  infant  manufactories  are  al- 
ready established  throughout  the  country,  and  are 
lapidly  progressing  to  perfection.  Another  great 
advantage  will  arise  by  inducing  domestic  indus- 
try. Families  will  provide  themselves  with  the 
neceasaries  and  convenieocies  of  lite,  which  here- 
toforv  they  have  procured  at  a  great  expense,  and 
vbich  manufaclures  he  believed  would  render 
the  country  more  indejiendeDl  of  foteif^o  nations 
than  anything  else  which  could  be  devised. 

Mr.  S.  had  some  faint  hope  that  ibe  embargo 
would  have  operated  as  a  coercive  measure  upon 
the  belligerenis.  But  in  ibis  hope  he  was  in  some 
measure  disappointed,  because  either  the  law  was 
not  observed,  or  not  enforced.  He  solemnly  be- 
lieved that  the  law  would  have  answered  every 
valuable  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  if  ii  had 
been  obeyed.  He  blamed  members  of  this  Hi 
as  well  as  oiber  persons,  for  the  long  coniinu 
of  this  measure.  There  have  been  writ lec 
only  during  the  last,  but  also  during  the  present 
aesaion,  seditious  and  inflammatory  letters,  calcu- 
lated and  intended  to  escile  the  people  to  rise  it: 
opposition  to  the  law ;  and,  at  (he  same  time  giv 
ing  eocouragemeai  lo  ifae  belligereois  to  continue 
their  destructive  measures  towards  ua. 

He  was  persuaded  ihai,  if  members  had  acted 
a*  good  citizens,  the  embargo  laws  would  ha' 
been  repeated  six  months  after  their  pauage.    H 
8.  believed  that,  various  as  were  the  views  and 
calculations  of  gentlemen   who   advocated, 
voted  for  the  embargo,  and  of  the  effects  which 
it  would  produce  on  ourselves,  and  upon  the  Pi 
crs  against  whose  injustice  and  avarice  it  was 
tended  to  guard  us,  no  man  of  sense,  he  was  c 
fideut,  ever  believed  the  meaiture  was  intended  to 
be  permanent)  but  only  as  a  temporary  and  pre' 
cautionary  means,  whereby  to  save  our  propL-rty 
and  senmen  from  (be  depredations  of  those  Pow- 
ers whose  only  rule  of  right  is  the  extent  of  their 


power,  and  who  regard  neither  the  laws  of  jaa- 
tice,  nor  of  nations.  The  doctrine  of  necesuty, 
which  ihey  so  strenuously  advocate,  to  which  no 
bounds  can  be  prescribed,  is  plead  by  (hem  to  ju*- 
tlfv  the  crealeM  enormities. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said  and 
written  against  the  embargo,  Mr.  S.  did  not  regret 
that  he  gave  his  vote  in  its  favor.    It  had  produced 

icb  good ;  it  had  saved  to  tbe  country  an  im- 
meuse  amount  of  property ;  and,  so  far,  it  had 
preserved  us  from  war.  The  principal  difference 
of  opinion  ia  that  House  appeared  to  be  in  this, 
whether  the  blank  should  be  filled  with  the  first 
day  of  June,  or  fourth  day  of  March  next.  Ha 
was  in  favor  of  the  latter  day,  and  was  ready  to 
join  a  majority  of  tbe  House  in  nueh  other  inea»- 
urea  as  should  better  secure  and  mainuin  the 
honor  and  independence  of  tbe  country. 

The  opponents  of  the  embargo  have  told  the 
House  a  great  deal  of  the  unparalleled  suffeiioga 
which  this  measure  has  produced.  Can  this  be  a 
correct  represenlaiion  of  facts  T  No,  sir,  it  can- 
not be.  The  ruin  and  distress  which  gentlemef 
say  this  measure  has  inflicted  upon  the  people  of 
the  Eastern  States,  has  again  and  again  been  de- 
picted by  ifaem,  in  such  strong  and  slowing  colon 
that  all  the  sufferings  of  the  RevoTuiionary  war, 
all  the  sufferings  oT  our  impressed  seamen  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  from  the  year  1794  to 
the  present  day,  have  been  Inst,  end  swallowed 

up  in  this  ideal  mass  of  miserj'.     And,  sir,  il  is 

only  ideal,  when  contrasted  with  the  sufferings  en- 
dured during  a  seven  years'  war;  or,  the  suffer- 
ings of  our  impressed  seameD,groaoing  under  the 
laab  of  a  tyrant,  who  has  deprived  them  of  lib- 
erty, and  of  every  comfort  of  life.    Our  slaves 
are   infinitely    belter   circumslaneed  thsn   these  _ 
men.    I  would  a.'k  what  has  become  of  the  spirit" 
of  sympathy  which  appeared  to  actuate  gentle- 
men who  used  to  describe  the  real  sufferings  of 
our  seamen  in  such  impassioned  laognage?    We 
were  then  told  that  every  wave  and  wind  that 
crosKed  the  Ailsotic,  wafted  the  groans  of  our 
fellow-citizens  into  tbe  bosom  of  their  native 
country.    Their  tongues  are  now  mote,  or  etn^ 
ployed  only  lo  traduce  the  Goveromeni. 

There  are  members  on  this  floor,  said  Hr.  S., 
who  have  seen  more  real  suffering  in  one  day, 
thsn  what  could  possibly  be  produced  by  the  re- 
striction on  trade  since  the  passage  of  the  law  so 
much  complained  of.  For  one,  I  have  seen  towns 
and  villages  wrapped  in  flames;  the  country  des- 
olated ;  helpless  women  and  children  turned  oat 
of  their  houses  by  the  near  approach  of  a  cruet 
and  vindictive  enemy — and  fleeing  for  their  lives, 
destitute  of  every  comfort;  men  slaughtered  in 
defence  of  (heir  natural  rights,  property,  and  fam- 
ilies;  and  yei,  ve  are  to  believe,  that  a  partial 
privation  of  a  few  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  is  mors 
ruinous  and  destructive  than  alt  the  calamities 
of  war.  The  whole  blame  which  our  situation 
produces  is  thrown  on  our  Qovernment,  white 
all  the  injuries  which  we  have  BUstaioed  from 
foreign  nations,  are  covered  under  a  mass  of  pre- 
judiceagainst  the  A  dm  in  ist  ration.  The  injustice 
of  one  of  one  of  the  beUigereots  is  either  wholly 
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OTerlooked,  or  ptltiated,  wbile  every  supposed 
error  of  our  QoTcrnment  ia  exaggerated.  The 
geDlIeman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Qardehieb.) 
calls  for  a  free  Irade.     "  Give  to  ua,"  "id  be,  "a 


ihe  orders  and  decrees,  and  see  whelher  it  cau  be 
oblaiaed.  But,  tbew  destructire  measures  of  ibe 
belligerents  are  coDsidered  by  some  memben  as 
mere  trifies — innoceat  things — growing  out  of 
mereaecessiiy.  However  inooceiitaDd  narmless 
lome  geDtlerneD  may  consider  these  orders  and 
decrees,  the  belligereota  consider  tbem  as  very 
miaous  to  neutral  commerce.  Mr.  S.  referred  to 
the  letter  from  Cbsmpagny  to  Mr.  Armstrong, 
and  read  a  paragraph  from  (he  letter  of  Mr.  Er- 
skioe  to  Mr.  Madison,  of  the  12ih  March,  1807, 
in  ibe  following  words:  "But,  though  I  his  right 
'  of  reialiaiion  would  untjuestionably  accrue  lo 
'  His  Majesty,  yet  His  Majesty  is  unwilling,  ex- 
'  eept  in  the  last  extremity,  to  have  recourse  to 
'  measures  which  must  prove  so  distressing  to  all 
'  nations  not  engaged  in  the  war  with  France." 

Mr.  S.  lamented  that  members  of  Congress,  to 
whom  were  confided  the  best  and  dearest  interests 
of  the  country,  were  found  palliating  the  imposi- 
tions of  foreign  Powers,  that  ihef  might  thereby 
inQict  the  deeper  wounds  on  their  own  Govern- 
ment. Restore,  said  the  genileraan  from  New 
York,  the  confidence  of  ihe  people  In  iheir  Qov- 
eroment.  Mr.  S.  despaired  of  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject ever  beine  accomplished  whilst  there  were 
in  ibe  natioQal  councils  men  leagued  with  the 
British  Cabinet,  and  hireling  printers  laboring 
with  all  iheir  might  (o  deisch  the  people  from 
the  Government.  This,  sir,  ia  do  new  thing,  said 
he.  Look  back  for  more  than  seven  years  and 
yoa  will  find  a  systematic  opposition  against  the 
Administration.  With  ihem,  nothing  is  right; 
everything  is  wrong;  every  act  of  consequence 
has  been  denounced ;  great  pains  taken  in  various 
|«ris  of  Ihe  Union  to  stir  up  the  people  to  opposi- 
tion; the  laws  represented  as  uncousiitutiaDal, 
cruel,  and  oppressive. 

The  same  gentleman  from  New  York,  now  de- 
clares against  war,  nod  paints  its  horrors  in  the 
most  glowing  colon.  I  also,  said  Mr.  S.,  depre- 
cate war.  Let  not  him  (bat  putieth  on  the  har- 
ness boast,  but  him  that  taketh  it  off.  It  is  not 
long  since  that  gentleman  told  this  House  and 
the  nation,  "ibal  the  salvation  of  this  country 
depended  on  war"—"  Ally  yourself  with  England 
and  declare  war  against  France."  Sir,  for  one, 
I  differ  with  that  gentletnan.  Ally  yourself  with 
either  of  these  Powers  and  on  the  daf  you  sign 
■ach  alliance,  you  sign  the  death-warrant  of  the 
liberties  of  this  country.  It  would  be  infinitely 
better  to  tight  these  Powers  single  handed  than  to 
be  allied  with  either;  because  when  you  bad 
foDght  by  yourself,  you  may  negotiate  by  your- 
self aodmaVe  peace  without  Bikiogleave  of  your 
ally.  What  has  become,  asked  Mr.  S.,  of  all 
those  nations  who  have  allied  themselves  with 
Great  Britain,  or  been  subsidized  by  her?  British 
gold  has  corrupted  and  ruined  almost  all  the  na- 
tioiM  of  Europe.    She  hai  deslioyed  their  com- 


merce, and  Ftaaca  has  deprived  them  of  their 
liberty. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  regretted  that 
hard  words  should  have  been  used  by  the  ma- 
jority, calculated  to  wound  the  feelin:p  of  the 
minority.  Can  the  gentlemen  imagine  that  the 
majority  have  no  feelings— the  Goverument  no 
sensibility  1  Who  first  began  to  use  hard  words 
and  opprobrious  language,  but  the  minority?  Let 
me,  said  Mr.  8..  remind  those  genilemeo  of  an 
old  adage — let  taose  who  live  in  glass  houses  b.e- 
ware  bow  they  throw  stones.  In  order  to  relieve 
this  country  from  its  present  embarrassments,  we 
are  called  upon  to  retrace  our  steps,  to  turn  back 
to  the  policy  of  a  former  admioiatration,  and  undo 
all  we  have  done.  Sir,  should  the  gentleman 
himself  take  a  sober  review  of  the  measures  pur- 
sued  and  the  cruel  and  unjust  policy  adopted  ia 
those  happy  days  of  whicn  he  speaks,  the  recol- 
lection of  the  actual  situation  of  our  country 
might  cause  a  blush— but  1  forbear  to  pursue  so 
disagreeable  a  subject.  It  was  said  that  there 
ought  to  be  more  time  given  in  order  to  favor 
nogotlation.  If  it  was  probable  that  by  that  day 
they  could  be  effected  by  negotiation,  it  would  be 
best  to  lake  the  most  distant  day;  but  1  believe 
there  is  but  little  prospect  at  present  of  our  differ- 
ences being  settled  by  treaty.  Be  that  a«  it  may, 
as  soon  as  you  pass  the  resolution  now  on  your 
table,  the  embargo  laws  will  cease  to  have  any 
effect  on  foreign  nations,  and  wilt  only  operate  to 
the  injury  of  our  citizens.  If  the  embar^  laws 
are  to  be  repeated,  so  as  to  take  effect  either  ia 
March  or  June,  the  earliest  day  will  be  the  best. 
It  will  afford  sufficient  lime  to  the  honest  and 
virtuous  citizen,  who  has  obeyed  your  laws,  to  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  foreign  markets  as 
sooo  as  the  man  whose  cupidity  has  induced  him 
to  prepare  to  violate  every  sacred  obligation 
which  he  owes  to  society. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  under  existing  circumstances  • 
he  had  but  very  little  hope  or  expectation  that 
much  advantage  would  be  derived  from  com- 
merce, and  he  feared  some  men  might  be  base 
enough  to  pay  tribute,  ct  sail  under  Biitiib 
license.  Perhap6,sir,  said  he,  1  may  be  too  much 
prejudiced  agaiDsi  such  license  and  protection, 
owing  to  what  took  place,  somewhat  of  a  similar 
nature,  during  the  Hevolutionary  war  with  Great 
Britain.  Was  there  an  instance  of  a  man  who 
went  voluntarily  into  the  enemies'  lines  and  took 
his  MajesiyS  protection,  who  has  not  proved  an 
injury  to  bis  country?  The  man  who,  for  the 
sake  of  gain,  would  imy  tribute  to  a  foreign  Gov- 
ought  forever  to  lose  the  protection  of 


He  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  these  observa- 
tions in  vindication  of  his  own  conduct  in  voting 
for  the  embargo  law,  and  also  in  support  of  the 
Qovernmeni,  against  which  the  tongue  of  cal- 
umny bad  twen  so  long  aimed.  If  these  laws 
are  repealed,  he  hoped  aod  trusted  that  others 
would  be  substituted  in  their  siead  belter  calcula- 
ted to  maintain  the  independence  of  the  United 
Stales. 

With  respect  to  a  reioit  to  wu  as  a  remedy  for 
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the  evils  experieDCPd  It  present,  Mr.  S.  wo 
only  observe  [hat  war  waa  in  itself  lo  greml 
eTil  [bat  ihe  United  Slates  haJ  wisely  coDside'red 
peace  and  an  hooesl  neulrHiitf  as  [he  best  fouQ' 
datJoQ  of  their  g«[)eral  policy.  It  wu  not  tbi 
bin  to  say,  under  what  degree  of  a^grsTaCed  iU' 
jaries  and  sufferings,  a  departure  from  such  policy 
would  become  a  du[^.  The  mast  paciSc  oaiioD 
00  earth  might  find  itself  compelled  to  exchange 
for  the  oaiamiliea  of  war,  the  greater  distresses 
of  longer  forbearance.  Should  imperious  cir- 
ciims[aQces  require  the  United  Stales  to  eater 
into  war  to  defend  and  maintalo  ihejr  liberties, 
Mr.  8.  pledged  his  life  that  his  fellow-citizens  of 
New  Jersey  would  cheerfully  rally  round  the 
•taodard  of  their  QoTernment,  and,  as  in  1776, 
rather  see  their  hills  and  their  plains  smoking 
with  the  blood  ofher  sods,  than  tamely  submit  to 
the  dictates  of  France,  or  degradingly  pay  tribute 
to  EoKland. 

Mr.  Uphah  said  afew  words  expretsive  oft 
ishment  that  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  Southasd)  should  hare  taken  excepiioa  ■ 
the  statement  of  facts  made  hy  his  colleague  {Ml 
Tallmadob)  In  relation  to  the  execution  of  th 
embargo  laws,  and  the  impression  which  they 

Sroduced  in  some  parts  of  the  country.  So  far 
■am  producisg  irritaiibD  in  the  House,  Mr.  U. 
coDcetved  it  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  every  man 
who  knew  of  such  facts  lo  state  ihem  to  the 
HoQse.  He  was  surprised  that  gentlemen  should 
object  to  heating  facts. 

Mr.  DnnELL  said,  although  in  forming  an  opin- 
ioD  upon  the  subject  more  iinmediaiely  under  dis- 
cussion, it  may  not  be  necessary  to  go  over  the 
whole  field  of  aigament,  in  relation  to  the  great 
questions  of  war  or  embargo,  ^et  there  is  tuch  a 
connexion  between  these  subjects  and  the  ques- 
tion of  filling  the  blank  in  the  resolution  upon 
your  table,  that  I  must  be^  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee  while  I  enter  into  such  a  view  of  the 
case  as  seems  to  be  necessary,  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  precipe  point  of  the  question  before  as. 
The  resolution  upon  your  table  proposes  ■  le- 

Kal  of  the  embargo,  and  hostilities  against  Qreai 
itain  and  Fance.  There  appears  lo  be  a  strong 
sentiment  in  favor  of  the  first  proposition,  viz:  a 
repeal  of  the  embargo.  And  if  the  sentiment  in 
favorof  war  isnot  so  strong,  it  is  not  for  the  want 
of  provocation — this,  God  knows,  we  have  in 
abundance — but  because  war  would  be  puiting 
too  much  at  hazard,  and  at  best,  would  be  as^ium- 
ing  a  new  and  positive  evil,  for  no  better  reason 
than  to  get  rid  of  an  old  one,  although  of  a  nega- 
tive and  very  doubtful  quality.  To  exchange 
the  embargo  for  war  would  (to  indulge  in  the 
homely  style  of  out  forefathers)  be  but  stepping 
out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire.  However, 
sir,  if  war  is  to  be  substituted  for  the  embnrgo, 
and  is  to  begin  where  that  ends,  then  in  filling 
(he  blank  upon  your  table,  the  question,  instead 
of  being,  wnen  shall  the  embargo  be  raised? 
should  be,  when  shall  hostilities  be  commenced  T 
The  former,  considered  singly,  and  unconnected 
with  the  latter,  would  be  of  very  little  moment — 
in  settling  it  we  sbonld  merely  take  into  view  the  J 


four  merchants  in  the  several  sea- 
ports in  the  Union ;  bat  in  considering  the  latter 
we  should  exclusively  calculate  upon  the  con- 
venience of  the  State.  The  precise  time  for  re- 
movin?  the  embargo,  in  this  case,  is  merged  in 
that  when  it  would  be  most  proper  to  commeoce 
hostilities.  The  one  may  be  dooe  at  almost  any 
time  without  much  hazard,  bat  the  other  requires 
great  deliberation,  and  should  not  be  adventured 
upon  too  precipitately — surely  not  till  we  are  pre- 

Eared  for  it.  If  then  war  must  begin  where  em- 
argo  ends,  the  question  is  not  wlien  shall  em- 
bargo end,  but,  when  shall  war  begin. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  war  should  be  post- 
poned to  the  longest  day  that  has  been  mentioned; 
first  thai  we  might  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet 
it;  and  secondly,  to  give  us  further  cbssce  for 
negotiation. 

Sir,  we  propose  commencing  hostilities  agaioat 
two  of  the  most  waililceand  powerful  nations  the 
world  has  ever  witnessed  in  aims.  With  no  less 
than  the  master  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and 
the  mistress  of  the  ocean.  And  are  we  prepared 
to  meet  the  shock  7  lam  aware  it  may  be  said — 
indeed,  it  already  has  been  said — that  a  war  with 
Prance  would  be  mereljr  nominal.  But,  are  your 
strong  points  fortified  in  a  manner  to  resist  the 
attacks,  even  of  Britain,  from  the  side  of  the 
ocean,  with  her  thousand  ships  of  war?  Or  are 
you  exposed,  from  Maine  to  (Jeorgia,  not  only  to 
the  thunder  of  her  ships-of-the-lioe,  but,  even  to 
the  pitiless  pel  tings  of  ner  vile  picaroons? 

Again.  It  is  understood,  sir,  that  despatches 
from  your  Government  are  on  the  point  of  sailin); 
ibr  your  Ministers  at  Paris  and  Londoa.  It  is 
also  rumored,  that  a  further  attempt  at  adjost- 
~  ~nt  is  to  be  tried,  by  a  new  offer  to  negotiate ; 
I,  for  my  part,  I  have  no  objection  to  this  nlti- 
matum  of  experiment,  this  last  appeal  to  interest, 
(for  reason  and  justice  are  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion,} before  there  is  an  appeal  to  the  sword.  I 
should  have  said,  "uUtma  roito  ngvm,"  for  thai, 
I  think, sir, ia  the  courtly  phrase  with  politicians; 
nd,  although  the  success  of  this  new  ovenore 
will,  probably,  depend  upon  the  mere  chances  of 
the  war  upon  the  Continent,  yet,  (am  willing  that 
the  last  chapter  of  accidents  should  be  turned  oTCt 
leaf  b^  lear,  so  long  as  there  is  the  chance  of  aa 
issue  in  our  favor.  Thus  much,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  say,  in  favor  of  putting  far  away 
the  evil  day.  But,  if  war  is  Co  commence  bo  early 
as  June,  I  must  confess  there  are  very  strong  rea- 
sons  wliy  it  should  begin  at  an  earlier  periiM. 

Any  measure  we  may  adopt  which  will  carry 
with  it  a  repeal  of  Ihe  embargo,  would,  in  a  very 
great  degree,  relieve  the  public  anxiety.  The 
people  have  so  long  complained  of  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  embargo,  that,  like  one  laboring 
under  the  hysterics,  from  an  imaginary,  they 
have  fallen  into  a  real  disorder;  from  which, 
nothing  will  restore  them  but  an  entirely  oeiv 
course  of  regimen.  And,  whenever  this  new 
course  shoula  be  administered,  the  body  politic 
has  so  long  labored  under  this  disease  that  it 
would  cheerfully  submit  to  any  other  course  the 
Goveroment  may  choose  to  piescribe.   1  do  doi, 
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m;Mlf,  consider  this  as  a  mj  o* erwhelming  ar- 
gument, yet,  wheD  we  reflect  that  oars  is  peculi- 
arly a  Goveramvot  of  the  people,  made  by  them- 
leWes.  aod  for  their  sole  uie  and  benefit,  and  that 
nre,  their  Representatires,  hare  been  selected  by 
them  to  execute  theii  will,  it  cannot  be  coaiidered 
as  B  rery  weak  one.  On  the  whole,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  very  caprices  of  the  people  mast 
sometimes  be  gratified,  even  at  the  ezpenie  of 
tlieir  iuiGTest.  They  appear  very  solicitous  to 
bailer  away  the  embargo  for  BotueibiDg  else,  and, 
for  ooe,  I  am  for  gratifying  them,  cren  if  this 
lomethtDg  else  were  to  be  ao  immediate  deetara- 

Again  air,  if  you  go  to  war,  your  object,  at  least 
in  parais,  indemnity  for  the  past ;  and  where  i» 
this  to  oe  found  1  Not  entirely  upon  the  ocean. 
It  ia  trne,  you  will  harass  and  cut  up  the  enemies' 
commerce;  but,  as  this  is  to  be  done  chiefly  fay 
privateers,  the  booty  acquired  will  not  tielong  to 
the  Government,  but  to  private  individuals,  whose 
valor  has  wrested  ii  from  the  foe.  This  indem- 
nity, then,  must  be  sought,  not  upon  the  ocean, 
but  opon  the  plains  of  Q,uebec,  and  at  Halifax; 
in  Canada,  and  Nova  Scotia;  in  the  fisheries  of 
Newfoandtand,  and  the  rich  soil  and  extensive 
foresta  bordering  upon  the  lakes ;  and  the  St. 
Lawrence,  whose  ample  waters  are  destined,  one 
day,  Co  waft  the  fruits  of  American  enterprise  and 
industry,  from  their  very  sources,  to  the  ocean. 
If,  then,  Canada  is  to  be  attacked,  your  operations 
ought  not  to  be  delayed  till  June,  because  ibis 
would  be  giiving  the  enemy  time  to  fortify  and 
intrench  bimselF,  as  well  as  to  receive  reinforce- 
ments from  Europe.  The  pUn,  sir,  should  be 
DO  sooner  conceived  than  the  blow  should  be 
struck,  if  you  intend  to  conquer;  but,  if  yon 
ioteod  to  be  foiled,  and  put  to  an  unnecessary 
expense  and  delay,  then  take  care  to  notify  the 
world  of  your  intentioos ;  but  be  snre  not  to  com- 
mence yoor  operations  till  June,  that  the  enemy 
may  be  on  his  guard. 

Again,  to  delay  hostilities  till  June,  would  pro- 
tract the  war  at  least  a  year,  because  it  wonld 
then  be  loo  late  to  collect  your  army,  march  to 
Canada,  make  the  necessary  dispositions,  conquer 
aod  garrison  the  country,  and  bring  back  the  resi- 
due of  yoar  troops  before  the  commencement  of 
the  inclement  season.  In  this  case  you  would  be 
obliged  to  winter  in  the  country,  which,  already 
deaolnted  by  the  scourge  of  war,  could  afibrd  you 
bat  very  scanty  supplies ;  and,  if  unsuccessful  in 
the  onset,  yon  must  either  return  to  the  Stales 
without  efieciing  anything,  or  winter  in  the  coun- 
try, in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  under  every  dtsad- 
rantage,  both  of  shelter  and  climate. 

Oq  the  whole,  sir,  if  we  mnst  have  war,  be- 
tweeD  this  and  the  first  of  June,  and  one  of  its 
objects  is  the  conquest  of  Canada,  it  is  high  time 
we  set  ourselves  about  it  in  good  caroeai;  and,  in 
iDjr  opiaioD,  the  sooner  the  better. 

Thus  far,  in  considering  this  sabject,  I  have 
snpposeil  that  war  must  necessarily  and  immedi- 
ately follow  a  removal  of  the  embargo.  But,  sir, 
there  are  many,  very  many,  within  tbeiu  walls, 
and  who  belong  to  this  Commiltee,  who  itaiiDOl 
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persuade  themselves  that  war  must  necesaarily 
be  substituted  for  embargo.  And  if  a  measure 
BO  distressing,  even  to  the  victorious,  can  be  hott- 
orablv  avoided,  who  is  there  in  this  honorable 
Assembly  whu  will  raise  his  voice  iu  favor  of  k 
state  of  things  so  disastrous,  I  might  say  fatal,  to 
society  as  war?  Here  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  « 
very  important  question  presents  itself.  Can  the 
embargo  be  raised,  consistently  with  the  national 
honor  and  interest,  withoot  the  hard  necessity  of 
recurring  to  war  as  a  substitute  1  Let  as  exam- 
ine ibis  question  fairly,  and  with  candor,  for,  of 
all  others,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  mis 

In  the  discussion  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
■hall  be  obliged  to  indnlge  in  a  wider  range  than 
I  at  first  hadintended.  In  order,  sir,  to  cure  a  dis- 
ease, it  is  often  necessary  to  know  its  origin  and 
causes;  combst  and  subdue  the  cause,  and  tha 
effect  ceases,  of  coarse.  The  first  inquiry,  then, 
should  he,  what  vere  the  causes  which  produced 
the  embargo?  To  this  question,  sir,  I  answer, 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction  from  any  man  j 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  of  November  11, 
1807,  and  the  French  decree  of  November,  1806, 
or  rather  the  practice  under  it,  which  began 
about  the  time  the  British  Orders  first  made  their 
appearance.  I  am  aware  that  the  British  Orders 
had  not  been  officially  notified  to  the  American 
Qovernment,  at  the  moment  of  laying  the  em- 
bargo; but  the  substance  of  them  had  appeared 
in  the  newspapers,  aod  were  publicly  read  in  this 
Hall,  a  day  or  two  before  the  President's  Mes- 
sage recommending  that  measnre  was  sent  to  the 
House;  and  although  we  might  not  know  tba 
precise  details  of  those  orders  at  the  time  of  pasi»- 
ing  the  embargo  law.  yet  we  knew  enough  of 
tbem  to  be  satisfied  tonl  they  were  intended  to 
fatten  the  British  navy  npon  the  ruin  and  spoils 
of  American  commerce.  The  orders  of  Bntain 
and  the  decrees  of  France,  then,  were  the  tree 
canses  of  laying  the  embargo;  and  to  these  edieta 
the  nation  must  not,  cannot  submit.  Sir,  we,  its 
Representatives,  in  behalf  of  the  people,  have  al- 
ready pledged  ourselves  that  we  will  not  submit. 
This,  then,  is  an  axiom,  a  first  principle,  that  the 
orders  of  Britain  and  the  decrees  of  France  can- 
not, and  will  not,  be  acquiesced  in. 

The  bearing  of  those  edicts,  In  relation  to  the 
American  commerce,  being  anticipated  by  the 
embargo,  their  deleterious  effects  have  hitherto, 
in  a  great  measure,  been  prevented.  Our  object, 
then,  in  selecting  a  substitute  should  be,  to  adopt 
rill  meet  tbem  full  in  the  face, 


bearingof  those  edicts  upon  your  commerce  must 
be  prospective,  aod  if  we  are  to  content  ourselves 
for  the  present  with  security  for  the  future,  it  will 
be  sufficient,  if  your  substitute  has  a  prospective 
bearing  too,  capable  of  resisting  the  orders  aod 
decrees  henceforward,  and  of  preventing  them 
from  operating  iojoriously  in  future. 

War,  sir,  in  order  to  be  justifiable,  is  always 
retrospective  as  well  as  prospective  in  its  objects ; 
it  seeks  indemaiiy  for  the  paai,aswdlassecaiity 
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for  the  folure;  and  however  Oovernmenii  may 
pretend  ihey  are  juslifinble  in  mabiDg  an  unpro- 
Tok«d  aitBck,  for  the  purjioBe  of  aTeriins  a  dis- 
tant, and  of  course  unceriaia  eTil,  as  wan  ine  case 
wiib  Oreal  Britaia  io  her  assault  upon  Denmark, 
yet  I  ihinlc  do  natioo  can  be  jastiRed  la  com- 
meocing  hoitililies,  ualesa  those  hosiiliiies  are 
Crouoded  upoD  injuries  already  recei  red,  for  which 
It  is  iDiended  by  the  war  to  seek  iudemniiy.  Let 
us,  for  a  mameot,  examine  the  ground  we  have 
already  taken  In  relation  to  (be  orders  and  de- 
crees. 

Id  pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  last  Cougress,  the 
Pfeiident  of  the  United  States  did,  some  time  in 
the  moDth  of  June,  propose  to  the  British  Cabi- 
net to  suspend  the  embargo,  as  to  them,  on  con- 
dition that  the  Orders  in  Council  should  be  re- 
scinded as  to  Ui.  This  propositioQ  did  ool  eon- 
aider  indemnity  for  the  numerous  injuries  we  have 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  BriiisK  nation,  as  a 
tiru  qua  non  lo  a  repeal  of  the  embargo ;  but,  on 
theconirary,  it  wasa consent, on  our  part,  lowaire 
all  considerations  of  indemnity  for  ine  past,  until 
a  season  more  propitioux  for  negotiation  should 
present  itself,  and  to  content  ourselves  with  a 
Dare  removal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  a  pledge 
both  of  security  for  the  future,  and  indemnity  lor 
the  past. 

On  this  point,  then,  the  Government  seetns  to 
be  committed,  for  its  language  Las  been,  give  us 
a  pledge  of  security  for  the  future,  and  y/e  can- 
sent  to  waive  indemnity  for  the  past  until  a  more 
favorable  and  propitious  moment  for  negotiation. 
As  this  friendly  ptoposJiion  was  rejected  by  the 
British  Cabinet,  1  acknowledge  we  are  under  no 
obligation  to  it  to  pursue  a  course  which  would 
have  the  same  result  of  thai  proposal,  had  it  been 
acceded  to  by  Qreat  Britain  ;  yet.  if  that  propo- 
aition  was  wise,  and  we  can  allain  the  end  pro- 
posed by  it,  without  recurring  to  the  dreadful 
calamities  of  war,  it  is  unquestionably  our  inlereit 
and  our  duty  lo  do  so. 

The  ^rand  consideration,  then,  is  to  God  a  sub- 
stitute lor  the  embargo,  which  will  meet  the  fu- 
ture operations  of  the  orders  and  decrees  full  in 
the  face,  and  will  either  secure  us  against  their 
effects,  or  reduce  ilie  belligerents  to  the  necessity 
of  becoming  aggressors  anew.  Such  a  course 
most  assuredly  be  preferable  to  direct  hostilities, 
because  it  would  give  you  a  chance  of  avoiding 
hostilities  altogether ;  and  because,  if  hostihiies 
must  fellow,  you  will  throw  upon  your  enemy 
the  odium  of  being  the  aggressor.  Sir,  I  would 
not  be  anderstood  as  insinuating  that  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  are  not  already  the  aggressors, 
but  1  am  looking  forward  lo  a  state  of  things  sub- 
sequent loa  repeal  of  the  embargo.  If,  then,  we 
are  willing  to  postpone  a  consideration  of  the 
past  to  a  season  better  adapted  to  a  friendly  dis- 
cussion of  the  points  In  difference,  and  lo  regu- 
late their  conduct  solely  witii  a  view  to  the  fu- 
ture, then,  I  say,  if  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  as 
to  come  again  into  collision  with  the  belligerents, 
it  will  be  all-important  to  us,  that  we  should 
throw  upjo  them  the  odium  of  aegression.  It  is 
lo  this  source  bIods  we  ate  to  looK  fui  that  spirit 


of  union  and  manly  KsentmeDt  necessary  to  carry 
a  Government  like  ours  through  a  war  success- 
fully.  It  bas  been  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
Kings  go  to  war  to  eraiify  a  favorite,  or  a  mil- 
cress.  This,  thank  God,  is  not  the  case  with  Re- 
publicans, who  have  no  favorites  but  their  coun- 
try, nor  misires^es  but  the  laws.  Republicinj 
are  rarely  so  intemperate  as  "to  seek  a  qtiBrrplm 
the  cannon's  mouth."  They  never  go  to  wsr 
until  [he  general  sentiment,  roused  by  tume  fla- 
grant act  of  injustice  against  the  State,  demands 
It ;  and  even  then,  if  their  resentment  be  suffered 
a  little  to  cool,  there  is  no  way  of  bringing  the 
public  pulse  back  again  to  a  war  pitch  but  by  oeir 
aggressions  from  the  side  of  the  enemy.  We  all 
know  we  have  ample  cause  of  war  wit|^Great 
Britain  ;  and  there  was  a  lime  when  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  would,  to  a  man,  have  dared 
every  danger  to  meet  it ;  but  their  resenimeols 
have  been  suffered  to  cool,  and  instead  of  mskiog 
it  a  point  of  honor,  they  now  consider  itasamat- 
ter  01  deliberate  calculation.  If  we  have  war,  we 
all  wish  that  war  to  be  successful)  bat,  in  order 
to  be  successful,  we  must  be  united,  and  we  shall 
not  be  united  until  we  have  received  new  indig- 
nities. But,  it  will  be  asked,  What  is  this  new 
course,  this  grand  specific?  I  answer,  to  arm 
against  the  illegal  and  obnoxious  orders  and  de- 
crees of  the  belligerents.  But,  say  geotlemen. 
will  you  arm  against  the  British  navy?  Sir,  I 
would  arm  against  her  tyrannical  orders  (not 
against  her  navy)  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  thf 
subject  fairly  at  issue.  The  project  of  arminr 
against  France  no  one  will  ireat  as  chimerical ; 
all  sides  ol  the  House,  and  especially  our  friends 
in  the  opposition,  suppose  we  are  a  full  match  for 
her  upon  the  ocean.  France,  then,  we  may  lay 
quite  out  of  the  reckoning.  Thus,  having  hap- 
pily got  rid  of  France,  we  have  only  to  contend 
with  the  navy  of  Britain ;  and  how  is  this  to  be 
done?  Sir,  I  have  already  observed  that  the 
object  was  not  to  GghE  the  British  navy,  but  lo 
oppose  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  in  such  way 
as  to  bring  their  bearing  upon  our  commerce  fair- 
ly at  issue.  Let,  then,  your  merchants  arm  io. 
their  own  defence,  and  it  they  are  suffered  lo  pro- 
ceed without  molestation,  (and  verily,  air.  1  am 
almost  ready  to  persuade  myself  they  would  be.) 
well ;  but,  if  they  are  captured  and  condemned, 
then  we  are  at  war ;  and,  England  being  again 
the  aggressor,  the  war  will  be  popular.  Eilhet 
alternative  wou\d  be  preferable  to  the  prewnl 
state  of  things,  and  there  could  be  no  possibility 
of  avoiding  both  of  them.  One  or  the  othermust 
:ondi(ion  immediately  upon  «  removal  o( 


the  ei 


argo. 


,  I  could  jiersnade  genilemen  to  go  wiilt 
roe  in  the  belief  that  a  state  of  ihiuRs  such  ss  I 
have  described  would  immediateljf  luUow  remo- 
val of  the  embargo,  no  consideratioDa  could  in- 
duce me  to  suppose  ibey  would  hesitate  for  a 
moment  to  adopt  the  sy«iem  I  hare  proposed.  A 
fear  of  having  the  reputation  of  abaodonmia 
measure  which  had  been  unsuccessful  could  have 
no  weight  with  the  good  sense  and  patrioii.<m  of 
tbia  faonorabla  body,  if  such  an  aspersion  should 
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be  attempted ;  but  ai  (here  could  be  no  possibility 
of  succeeding  ia  the  aiteiopt,  there  can  be  no 
reavin  for  alarm  from  that  (juarEer.  Let  us  ex- 
amine this  pari  of  tbe  tubjeel  a  little  more  mi- 
nutely, that  we  may  not  mistake  iti  conse- 
quences. 

If  yout  merchaats  go  out  armed,  and  suffered 
to  proceed  to  their  ports  of  desiinatioa  withoat 
being  TDoleiied,  we  soall  be  perfectly  secure  both 
in  point  of  interest  and  practical  reputation,  also ; 
for  who,  in  this  case,  would  bavethe  presumption 
to  «ay,  the  embargo  was  not  the  cause  of  this  te- 
eariiyl  Had  not  theembargo  been  laid,  the  edicts 
in  question  would  not  hare  been  enforced,  and 

S>ar  commerce  would  have  been  swept  away, 
ne  hundred  miltiona  would  hare  been  sacrificed 
to  glut  the  BTsrice  of  Britain  or  France.  The 
enibargo,  then,  will  hare  saved  ihii  immense 
property  to  its  rightful  owners,  and  hare  giren 
IE  B  permanent  securily.  But,  sir,  if  your  proper- 
ty should  be  arretted  and  condemned,  what  better 
eridenee  could  you  have  of  the  importance  of  the 
embargo?  This  state  of  things  would  clearly 
demonstrale  that  it  had  not  only  sared  your  prop- 
erty from  the  devouring  grasp  of  the  belligerents, 
but  had  alio  hitherto  preserved  you  from  war. 
This  state  of  things  would  also  confute  the  argu- 
ments of  our  opponents,  who  have  con  tended  that 
there  was  no  sort  of  danger  in  resuming  the  nav- 
igation of  the  high  seas.  All  their  logic  npon 
this  subject  would  be  overthrown  in  an  Instant. 
Tbe  people  would  be  satisfied  that  the  Oorern- 
ment  was  correct,  and  that  themselres  had  been 
led  into  an  error  by  tbe  clamor  of  demagogues, 
and  the  sophistry  of  such  as  make  a  point  of  rail- 
ing at  erery  act  of  your  Government.  And  what 
is  more,  air,  the  spirit  of  impatience,  too  often 
maoirested  against  the  necessary  restraints  of  the 
law,  would  give  way  to  a  just  and  fiery  indigna- 
tion against  those  freebooters  who  again  had 
dared  lo  rob  you  upon  the  common  highway  of 


Sir,  we  bare  been  told  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Bdhwill,)  that  tbe  embargo  being 
a  measure  of  precaution,  by  letting  out  your  mer- 
chaats before  you  are  prepared  to  protect  them 
by  war,  would  be  counteracting  the  principle  you 
had  Biaumed.  This  opposition  must  bare  l>een 
predicated  on  the  idea  that  the  property  over 
which  the  precautioa  had  been  exercised, belonga 
to  the  State.  Indeed,  it  belongs  to  the  nation,  or 
rather  to  the  individuals  who  compose  it,  and,  in 
this  point  uf  riew  alone,  has  the  Government  a 
right,  under  the  Consiitulioo,  la  exercise  this  sort 
of  proteeiion  over  it;  but  eren  this  ceases  tbe 
moment  the  property  is  in  safety.  The  Gorern- 
metit,  (hen,  has  done  its  duty ;  likea  faithful  mon- 
itor it  has  given  the  warning,  after  which  the 
individual  snould  be  left  to  manage  his  own 
property  agreeable  to  his  own  discretion,  unless 
weighty  reasons  of  State  should  induce  the  Qov- 
ernroeiit  to  control  him.  So  that,  as  a  precaution 
operating  solely  with  a  rievr  of  securing  the  prop- 
erty of  individunls  from  sudden  danger,  the  Gov- 
ernment  has  nothing  farther  lo  do  with  it.  Again, 
the  aame  geniteman  has  lold  as,  if  you  will  raise 


the  embargo,  you  would  have  war  in  less  than  six 
weeks.  This,  sir,  would  he  bringing  the  thing  to 
a  point ;  it  would  unite  the  nation,  and  is  precise- 
ly what  we  want. 

These  remarks,  sir,  have  appeared  to  me  to  be 
pertinent  to  the  subject  before  us.  If,  therefore, 
the  principle  of  arming  is  to  be  adopted  in  filling 
the  blank  upon  your  table,  we  need  not  at  all  b« 
governed  by  a  consideration  of  war.  AH.  then, 
thai  is  necessary,  is  to  consult  the  general  conve- 
nience of  our  mercantile  brethren.  It  will  be  re- 
collected that  some  of  our  principal  seaports  are, 
at  this  moment,  embargoed  bv  the  frost ;  such  aa 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Alexandria;  and 
will  probably  remain  so  until  the  first  of  March. 
Ii  would  be  unfair,  then,  to  raise  the  embargo  at 
a  moment  wheo  the  merchants  of  those  citiea 
could  not  find  their  way  to  the  ocean.  And,  in- 
deed, were  it  otherwise,  some  little  time  should 
be  allowed  in  order  that  tha  citizens  from  ono 
extremity  of  tbe  Union  to  the  oihcr,  might  hare 
au  equal  opportunity  of  finding  a  good  market. 

On  the  waole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fourth 
of  March  will  be  as  generally  accommodating  aa 
any  other  period  that  has  been  mentioned,  and 
shall  Iheieforevotefor  filling  the  blank  with  that 
day. 

Mr.  GHOksON  said,  he  considered  the  time  at 
which  the  change  of  measures  should  take  place 
lo  be  equally  important  with  the  resolution  itself. 
Not  one  month  ago,  said  he,  the  House  voted  by 
a  very  audible  and  distioet  majority  that  the  em- 
bargo should  be  enforced  and  carried  into  efiect, 
as  ihe  best  policy  to  relieve  ihe  nation  from  the 
difficulties  under  which  it  labors.  I  have,  there- 
fore, felt  a  degree  of  surprise  at  hearing  gentle- 
men who  voted  in  the  affirmative  then,  advocat- 
ing now  a  sudden  departure  from  the  measure. 
Is  not  the  consistency  and  dignity  of  the  House 
involved  in  filling  up  the  blankl  Will  the  House 
of  Representatives  act  like  a  parcel  of  school- boy  si 
Determined  to  enforce  the  law,  and  then,  without 
ihe  happening  of  any  circumstances  to  induce  a 
change,  suddenly  depart  from  the  measure  tber 
determine  to  enforcel  Unless  I  was  very  mucQ 
deceived,  I  heard  all  the  friends  of  the  present 
poller  declare  that  their  object  was,  that  the  meas- 
ure should  receive  a  fair  experiment.  If  not,  for 
what  reason  was  ibeact  for  enforcing  the  em- 
bargo passed?  For  passing  that  act,  Congress 
have  been  censured.  The  Federalists  throughout 
the  Union  have  denounced  us  for  giving  to  cus- 
tom-houses so  much  of  what  tbey  call  Legislative 
discretion.  I  ask  them,  again  and  again,  was  all 
this  for  nothingi  If  it  is  to  be  abdicated  the  fif- 
teenth of  Ibis  month,  1  do  protest  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  supplementary  embargo  law  wasa  rash, 
ha^ty,  and  inconsiderate  deed,  unworthy  of  this 
Assembly.  WhiUt  it  was  the  opinion  of  moat  of 
the  friends  of  tbe  present  system,  and  mine,  dis- 
tinctly expressed  on  n  former  occasion,  that  tbs 
embargo  should  have  a  fair  trial ,-  that  it  should 
be  carried  into  execution,  and  that,  for  that  put* 
pose,  the  President  should  poiisess  all  (he  energies 
of  the  Slate;  I  wish  it  tu  be  understood  that  I  was 
not  in  Ikrot  of  a  protracted  embargo,  after  the 
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period  should  have  arrived  wbieh  would  prore  it 
ts  be  ineScient,  or  nfler  an  act  of  even  half  jus- 
tice 10  us.  Let  me  ask,  ihen,  wheiher  ihe  fint  of 
June  is  more  than  a  reasonable  period?  Willgen- 
tlemen  lay  that  Gfe  months' embargo  (for,  tiirthe 
first  of  January  it  was  little  more  than  nominal, 
being  daily  violated)  is  more  Ihao  a  reasonable 
experiment?  I  humbly  conceive  not.  A  taw  has 
Utely  been  paued  requiring  the  National  Cona- 
eila  10  aaumble  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May, 
Now,  upon  a  change  of  policy,  (for  it  appears  to 
be  contemplated  that  we  abonld  have  war  of  some 
kind  ;  wben  a  transition  is  made  f^om  a  calm  and 

CfiGc  to  a  warlike  attitude,)  it  will  very  poisl 
y  produce  some  convuliion  that  will  render  i 
■eceaaary  that  Congress  should  be  here.  For 
wbat  should  Condreu  convene  here,  but  to  take 
advantage  of  circumstances  as  they  may  arise? 
Iwant  not  Congreu  to  be  here.if  we  are  to  take  war 
on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  March.  Bot,  being 
in  session,  and  a  change  of  policy  not  taking  place 
liltafier  they  meet,  they  will  have  it  in  their  power 
to  take  advantage  of  any  change  in  our  relations. 
Another  circomslance  operates  on  my  mind.  If, 
u  is  generally  expected,  war  must  ensue  a  repeal 
of  the  embargo,  I  ask  gentlemen  whether  we  are 
at  this  time  prepared  for  war?  Aod  I  will  refer 
Ihe  House  to  argumeuts  already  advanced  on  this 
subject.  Have  we  an  army  already  prepared? 
Would  you  expect  to  conduct  a  war  wiili  militia  1 
On  the  contrary,  are  you  certain  that  the  militia 
sre  constitutionally  qualified  to  embark  in  that 
kind  of  war  in  which  we  should,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, be  involved  1  It  is  a  serjuui  question,  sir, 
wnether  the  militia  can  be  carried  without  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  There  isanother  rea- 
•on  which  weisba  powerfully  with  me:  it  is  a 
respect  for  the  character  of  the  Government  itself. 
Your  law  has  been  waDtonlyaod  traitorously  set 
at  defiance.  The  hardy  arm  of  rebellion  has  been 
raised  against  you.  Amidst  the  feuds  of  the  Bast, 
the  law  bas  been  silent.  I  would  «ooner  see  the 
eouDtry  spill  its  best  blood,  than  I  would  yield  to 
torbutence  and  faction  the  dominioa  of  ibe  law, 
wd,  with  it,  the  very  eiisteoce  of  your  Qovern- 
ment.  Although  my  own  constituents  suffer  as 
mvch  as  any  other,  they  wait  patiently  under  the 
laws  which  they  partake  in  forming. 

What  an  exainple  will  it  be  for  future  times, 
if  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  your  citizens  are 
permitted  to  rise  in  opposition  to  the  laws  which 
are  fairly  and  constitutionally  enacted  ?  If  mea- 
eatt»  the  most  important  he  put  at  defiance  by 
factious  individuals,  ^aded  on  by  avarice  or  worse 

rissions,  your  Coattltution  is  not  worth  having, 
have  already  remarked  that  I  consider  it  oecps- 
aaiy,  for  the  sake  of  consistency,  putting  aside 
motives  of  policy,  that  the  erabargo  should  be 
protracted  at  least  till  June.  There  isanother 
consideration  which  perhaps  is  more  powerful 
than  all.  It  has  been  well  said  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  ibat  ours  is  a  peaceable  naiion  ;  that 
for  it  we  would  sacrifice  any  other  considerations, 
than  those  of  national  honor.  I  hope  the  lime 
never  will  arrive  when  we  sacriSce  national  char- 
acter for  peace.     Although  the  Oorerameutt 


which  have  injured  us  have  maDifested  little  dia- 
posiiton  to  do  us  justice,  I  am  willing,  nay,  I  am 
anxious,  whatever  msy  be  said  of  the  cup  of  hu- 
miliation or  of  paper  wars,  to  haveoaolber  chance 
for  the  renewal  of  intercourse. 

I  have  understood  from  the  public  prints  that 
Ouvernment  vessels  are  about  to  leave  ihiscoun- 
try  for  France  and  Great  Britain.  If  these  na- 
tions are  apprized  that  we  are  determined  beyond 


a  particular  period  no  longer  to  endure  tbeit  le- 
pesxioDs  against  us^  that  our  forbearance  will 
ipeedily  have  an  end,  they  may  give  to  (he  dif- 


ferences between  us  a  more,  attentive  eoosideia. 
tioB.  Perhaps  each  roar  ibiok  it  better  to  do  u* 
justice  than  that  we  shall  be  added  to  the  list  of 
their  enemies.  I  attempt  not  to  say,  sir,  that  I 
have  any  confidence  that  such  will  be  the  case; 
but  as  there  ii  at  least  a  hope  of  it,  I  am  willing 
to  protract  this  measure  till  the  first  of  June,  that, 
if  a  disposition  to  friendly  accommodniion  exists, 
we  may  avail  ourselves  of  it..  I  suppose  none  of 
us  would  have  an  objection  to  pence  with  Great 
Britaio,  alihougb  I  view  her  a*  our  graud,  natural 
and  determine  enemy — if  she  will  respect  oar 
neutrality,  there  is  not  much  doubt  at  to  the 
other  nation ;  it  will  be  their  interest  to  do  m. 

Bir,  I  have  heard  many  argumenii  advanced 
at  different  times  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York, 

'  which  I  have  been  astonished,  particularly  at 
J  for  those  who  violate 
debate  that  they  could  o 
to  the  present  measure ;  that  they  could  not  en- 
dure it  i  that  it  could  not  be  expected  of  them. 
When  we  hear  language  like  ibis  in  this  Hall,  w« 
are  no  longer  astonished  at  circumstances  which 
have  occurred.  Shall  it  be  told  to  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales  from  this  Hall, 
that  the  people  will  not  consent  to  a  law ;  that 
they  will  not  endnre  it,  aod  that  it  cannot  he  ex- 
pected of  them  ?  If  they  cannot  coaaea  t,  I  see  no 
other  inference  but  they  may  rebel.  And  is  it 
DOtadoclrioe  which  should  be  advocated  by  everf 
one  friendly  to  the  Constitution,  tbai  every  poi- 
tion  of  the  people  ought  to  acqniei«e  in  those  ralet 
of  conduct  in  the  enactment  of  which  ihey  have 
themselves  participated  1  I  should  be  very  glad 
that  gentlemen  who  hold  and  openly  avow  sack 
doctrines,  would  reconsider  their  abservaiioDa,and 
if  compatible  with  their  ideas  of  propriety  would 
hereafter  abstain  from  such  excitements.  Upon 
a  calm  and  dispassionate  review  of  such  exptea- 
sions,  gentlemen  must,  and  I  am  sure  will  feel 
seusibteof  their  mischievous  tendency,  and  I  hope 
will  cheerfully  revoke  ihem.  But  the  gentleman 
from  ConnecLicut  (Mr.  Dahjl)  has  introduced  the 
example  of  Virginia  as  standing  out  in  opposition 
to  the  sedition  act.  Sir,  there  never  wasa  mere 
splendid  and  memorable  triumph  of  law  over 
public  feeling  than  in  the  trial  of  Calleodcr. 
There,  where  every  one  around  the  court  exeeia- 
ted  the  law,  we  taw  its  authority  supported.  The 
statute  said  that  what  was  published  was  illrgti 
and  seditions,  and  the  judge  declared  the  law  to 
be  Constitutional.  What  did  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia do?    They  tawone  of  their  eitizeas  go  into 

dungeon  by  ririneof  anut  which  ihey  derated 


.dbyCoo^le 


1S21 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


PsBRUART,  1809. 


Repeal  of  the  Embargo. 


to  be  oppressiTe  And  contrary  lo  the  spirit  of  the 
ConititutioD.  Tbty  disdained  to  oppoae  Ilie  ex- 
ecution of  a  law  Const ituiio call;  passed,  and  de- 
clared bf  the  judicial  authorilf  to  be  CoDsiitu- 
tionat. 

When  ibe  rote  was  taken  upon  the  resolatton 
of  the  Committee  of  Exterior  Relations  which 
•aid  that  we  could  not  ooasisteotly  with  oar  na- 
ttooal  digeiiy  submit  to  the  edicts  of  the  bellig- 
«rents,aDd  the  geatieman  from  New  York  an 
avrered  in  the  negaiire,  I  thought  he  believed  it 
to  be  a  truism,  bot  because  it  was  an  abstract  pro- 
position  voted  against  iu  Mow  I  know  not  what 
to  think,  because  he  has  admODished  the  Honse, 
if  the  embargo  be  repealed,  not  to  bring  on  greater 
^ierances.  If  we  are  to  repeal  ihe  embargo  and 
not  to  take  any  stronger  measure,  1  beg  of  that 
bonorable  genileman  to  point  oat  what  we  are  tc 
do?  If  we  takeoff  the  embargoand  oppose  noth- 
ing between  us  and  tasatioa,  we  are  to  submit^ 
and  this  doctrine  tends  to  the  most  UDFqoiTocal 
and  UDCOnditional  aubmission  ;  and  so  far  as  gen 
tlemen  contend  for  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  un 
cooditioDaliy,  and  the  adoption  of  no  other  mea 
aure,  do  we  hear  downright  and  base  snbmtssioi 
adToeatedon  this  floor,  1  do  not  say  that  een 
ttemen  mean  to  submit ;  but  to  me  it  is  as  clea: 
as  day,  thai  the  doctrine  leads  to  a  downright 
submission. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Van 
Otxb)  entered  inioa  prolix  review  of  theeonduct 
of  Ibe  Executive  for  the  last  five  years.  1  did  ex- 
pect that  the  Chairman  would  have  called  him  to 
order;  bat  such  a  latitude  has  bten  thiougboni 
the  session  tolerated  in  diseiusion,  that  in  tutnre 
I  aball  scarcely  expect  any  gentleman  on  any  snb- 
jeei  to  be  called  to  order.  Sir,  it  would  only  re- 
quire a  very  concise  examination  of  the  geniie- 
man's  doctrine  to  demonstrate  moil  clearly  that 
to  admit  his  conclasions  ha  must  admit  premises 
to  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  will 
never  consent.  You  must  in  fact  admit  the  Bri- 
tish doctrines  of  impressments  itself.  He  says 
that  in  January,  1804.  the  project  of  a  treaty  was 
transmitted  from  the  Department  of  Stale  to  ihe 
Commiwtoner  of  the  United  Scales  in  London  ; 
thai,  allbongh  it  was  koown  to  the  Amerionn 
Government  that  the  principle  of  impressmeol 
ironid  never  be  abandoned,  yet  subsequeotly,  in 
1807,  the  same  eoDoession  from  Great  Btilain  was 
inaistedon  as  anrugua non  in  negotiaiinn.  Now, 
air,  the  gentleman  and  I  are  at  issue  as  to  the 

Srin<:ipl&    If  we  had  not  a  right  at  any  time  to 
eny  the  price iple  that  Qreai  Britain  may  impiess 
American  seamen  when  she  pleases,  the  gentle- 
'    man  may  be  correct.    [Mr.  Van  Dtke  said  he 
had  spoken  only  of  the  impressment  of  British 
'    aeamen.]    Mr.  Q.  observed,  that  as  he  conceived 
this  sabieci  to  have  no  relation  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  be  would  not  persist  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  it  J  but  that,  take  il  as  (he  gentleman 
.    pleased,  his  argument  was  founded  altogether  on 
'   the  surrender  on  our  part  of  the  right  of  impresa- 
.'  meat  to  Great  Britain.    A  right  which  the  Amar- 
aean  people  will  never  recognise.  j 

Mr.  Dana  io»e  with  a  view  thai  his  vote  migbt 


not  be  miMinderslood,  that  he  might  not  be  sn]^ 
posed  in  voting  for  repeating  the  embargo  oo  the 
tirst  part  of  the  proposition,  to  pledge  himself  u 
to  any  other  measure.  The  only  pledge  for  hin, 
then,  10  give  as  a  member  of  the  House,  was  the 
fact,  that  a  public  trust  was  committed  to  himbf 
freemen ;  and  iu  execuiiog  the  trust  according  to 
his  best  judgment,  his  mind  should  be  left  free  as 
the  air,  with  respect  to  any  ulterior  question. 
This  however  he  was  ready  to  say— if  the  aliei^ 
natives  presented  to  the  House  were  to  be  only 
those  slated  in  the  report  of  ibe  Committee  of 
Foreign  RelaUoas—nationaloccluaion.  or  national 
submission,  or  national  war  with  the  belligerent 
world,  be  wasfor  neither  of  them.  Ii  was  enough 
for  bim  then,  to  say,  that  he  did  not  agree  to  eithra 
of  those  propositions. 

With  respect  to  the  general  idea  of  going  10 
war,  I  have  had  some  doubts  at  least  whether  wa 
should  go  to  war  very  soon  with  France  and  Great 
Britain ;  for  if  it  be  difficult  to  6ght  one  of  thosa 
Powers,  it  must  he  peculiarly  difficull  to  fight 
ihem  boih.  Before  we  go  to  war.  I  have  been  of 
opiaion  that  those  charged  with  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  or  at  least  some  of  the  leaders,  must  make 
one  discovery.  It  is  this — before  we  go  (o  war 
we  should  be  prepared  for  iL  To'  go  to  war  be- 
fore being  prepared  for  it  would  not  become  uaaa 
officers  of  the  public,  although  an  ardor  of  zeal 
even  without  preparation  might  be  well  enough 
for  mere  recruits.  Before  going  (o  war,  a  num* 
ber  of  things  might  be  convenient  for  waging  il 
to  advantage;  such  as  a  military  chest,  because  it 
is  necessary  to  bare  some  monejr,  as  well  for  tb« 

Ky  of  troops  as  for  various  otner  expenditures^ 
own  to  be  requisite  for  the  advantageoas  con- 
duct of  a  war.  Men, too,  may  be  wanted.  Incaae 
of  undertaking  an  expedition  to  Halifax,  I  have 
thought  that  it  might  be  proper  to  consider  whe- 
ther we  shogld  so  by  land  or  by  water.  If  by 
waier,  I  have  rather  supposed  that  we  should  not 
go  in  gunboats.  If  by  land,  I  have  been  disposed 
to  consider  the  distanne,  and  lo  estimate  how 
many  leagues  of  forest  in  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick  would  intervene,  which  have  not  been 
traversed  by  any  considerable  body  of  men,  or  ia 
which  a  horse-tiaek  01  foot-paih  could  saarceljr 
be  found. 
In  iravelliog  with  an  army,  it  might  be  proper 
consider  how  long  a  time  it  would  require  to 
make  a  road  through  such  a  forest,  and  whether 
it  was  not  probable  that  all  the  men  who  might 
be  employed  iu  cutting  it  would  be  cut  to  piecea 
before  they  could  cut  through  the  road.  Baggage, 
'  some  provisions,  too,  muRt  be  transported ; 
eally,  soldiers  are  such  beings  that  they  can- 
live  without  eating.  And  I  have  been  dis- 
posed to  inquire,  in  case  of  undertaking  lo  march 
through  thai  province  a  military  force,  with  bag- 
gase,  provisions,  military  stores,  wagons,  field  ar- 
tillery,and  battering  cannon,  what  length  of  time 
would  be  requisite  for  an  army  of  the  best  spirit, 
under  commanders  of  the  greatest  talents,  lo  ac- 
complish it  t  Canada  has  also  been  mentioned ; 
but  the  season  for  striking  a  blow  there  has  eer- 
lainly  passed  away  during  tbs  embargo.     The 
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spiril  of  bostiliiy  nbicb  existed  betweeo  the 
Northern  [Urls  of  the  nalioD  and  CaDada  is  di- 
mioished.  Tlie  boundary  line  is  imaginary,  jiassed 
daily  by  ihone  who  are  in  the  habit  of  peTform- 
JDg  offices  of  friendship  towards  each  other,  or  of 
transactioe  business;  and  thus  the  spirit  of  hos- 
tility is  alfayed.  And,  however  once  the  iohab- 
ilants  of  Canada  might  have  wished  to  be  under 
the  Qovernmenl  of  the  United  States,  that  trish 
has  ceased.  For,  however  much  we  may  extol 
the  proleclion  of  the  embargo,  those  who  »  year 
•ince  perhaps  were  friendly  to  you,  would  now 
Bot  accept  your  protection.  For,  whilst  they  pay 
but  >mall  or  no  taxes  there,  and  enjoy  various  pri- 
Tileges  of  freemen,  they  wilt  not  take  your  taxes, 
»nd  receive  no  privilege  with  tbem.  If  you  were 
to  go  to  war  now  you  would  find  that  the  zeal  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  as  to  march- 
ing into  Canada,  is  very  much  diminished.  And, 
■ir,  when  we  come  to  consider  ihe  subject,  the  idea 
of  marching  to  attack  a  foreign  tetriiory  is  not 
congenial  with  the  habits  of  this  country.  How 
much  would  the  invasion  of  Canadacost  youT  You 
-would  want  an  operating  army  of  at  leai>t  25,(}00 
well-disciplined  men.  Are  you  ready  to  appro- 
priate ten  millions  of  dollars  for  raising  and  sup- 
porting troopsi  With  respect  to  marching  the 
tniliiia  into  Canada,  you  might  order  tbem,  but 
I  do  not  believe  the^  will  go,  because  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  militia  can  be  coostituiioDally 
required  lo  march  beyond  the  frontier.  I  do  not 
believe  thai  you  can  make  a  law  rsquiring  the 
march.  For  snch  reasons,  among  others,  1  think 
that  you  will  not  soon  go  to  war;  especially  as 
vou  cannot  seriously  thin^  of  going  to  war  merely 
for  the  sake  of  Gghting,  when  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  success.  When  you  talk  about  going  to 
war  without  any  systematic  plan,  it  is  to  he  re- 
garded as  merely  theroetic. 

On  the  question  of  enforcing  the  statutes  of 
embargo,  I  shall  not  enter  into  a  particular  exam 
inatioD  of  the  subject;  but  I  agiet  with  the  gen- 
lleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gbolson,)  ibat  if 
there  be  a  rebellion  against  the  laws,  you  ought 
to  crush  it.  If  you  know  of  the  existence  of  re- 
bettioD,  put  it  down,  or  you  are  unworthy  to  hold 
the  reins  of  empire.  If  you  do  not  put  it  down, 
cease  lo  call  ii  rebellion.  Take  either  alterna- 
live.  What  has  been  the  doctrine  of  every  Ad- 
niinjstrationl  That  insurrection  should  be  put 
down,  if  necessary,  by  arms.  Was  it  not  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  Imlde  of  Lexington,  on  the 
19th  April,  1808,  that  the  Presidenlof  the  United 
Slates  issued  bis  Proclamation  for  quelling  an  in- 
BUrreetion  near  Lake  Champlaini  This,  lo  be 
•ure,  was  so  small  an  insurrection  or  commotion 
that  it  was  not  seen  by  aoy  one  on  the  spot.  Con- 
gress was  ihen  in  session,  and  no  information  on 
the  subject  was  laid  before  ui.  Indeed,  I  believe 
the  Proclamation  only  stales  a  probability  of  an 
insnrreeiion.  Now,  it  has  been  staled  on  the  floor 
of  Congress  that  there  is  rebellion  in  the  land. 
And  here,  let  me  ask,  what  was  intended  or  pre- 
dicted by  advocates  of  the  embargo,as  toihe  efiecis 
on  a  foreign  country?  Was  it  not  Ibis:  that  it 
would  pioduce  such  effecti,  relative  to  some  of  the 


foreign  Powers,  as  to  c 

Qovernment,  and  ihue 

The  policy  of  your  embargo  « 


light 


tosaytl 

prepared   for  a  foreign  Oovernmeut,  is   already    . 
commended  to  the  lips  of  our  own  Adminisirz- 
tionl    Are  they  even  now  drinking  the  ingredi- 
ents which  ihev  had  compounded  for  others  1 

Gentlemen  Gbould.  in  some  degree,  be  caulioaf 
as  to  the  language  which  they  use  on  this  floor. 
When  animadversions  are  here  made  upon  ihe 
people  forwaot  ofpairioiifm,  do  such  reproaches 
oecome  this  House  1  Can  the  history  of  the  woild 
exhibit  the  example  of  a  free  and  active  people 
bearing  so  long,  and  with  so  much  patience,  raea*- 
ures  which  atkct  them  so  severely — which  pro- 
duce so  much  suSeringl  And  arewe  so  little 
acquainted  with  human  nature,  that  we  expect 
our  acts  of  Government  to  he  enforced  by  palii- 

In  a  populalion  of  six  million  of  whites,  are 
there  lo  b«  none  but  patriots  f  More  e»peciallf 
when  many  men  in  ihe  country  have  but  recenily 
come  inio  it.  Do  you  expect  all  ihe  people,  with- 
out any  exception,  to  be  patriots  1  DoyoarCau' 
stiiution  and  laws  suppose  this?  ]f  so,  for  what 
t-BUse  is  the  Executive  Magistrate  authorized  to 
display  the  sword  1  No,  sir;  they  have  not  been 
weak  euough  to  trust  to  patriotism  atoae ;  iher 
were  more  wise.  Some  persons  may  have  felt 
iodiSeraoce  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  embar- 
go; and  some  from  principle,  whatever  they 
;hi  think  of  the  policy,  would  abstain  from 
ating  it.     Some  may  have  evaded   it  with 

puuiiy,  while  they  were  urged  by  the  pressure 
of  want  on  the  one  band,  and  by  the  hope  of  pro- 
Bt  on  ihe  other.  Have  you  trusted  to  palriotisnl 
altogether?  Wherefore,  then,  have  yoursialuiec 
been  passed  with  such  rigorous  punishmeBts! 
You  might  truBi  (o  the  patriotism  ofa  majority  of  < 
the  community;  you  migbt  trust  lo  the  leotiiDeotft 
of  Ihe  ^reat  mass  of  men  who  are  iaiereaied  ia 
maintaining  the  rights  of  property,  pe run,  and 
character.  But  you  may  always  expect  there 
will  be  same  bad  men  who  will  evade  or  violate 
ihe  laws,  although  clearly  Constitutional ;  and 
those  you  should  calculate  to  put  down. 

Some  questions,  however,  have  arisen  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject,  of  a  very  serious  and  iniei- 
esling  nature.  Perhaps  the  House  might  not  be 
willitig  to  hear  me  express  all  the  sentinienis 
which  are  familiar  to  ray  own  reflection.  Per- 
haps, too,  my  expressions  might  be  liaUe  to  mis- 
construction, which,  on  such  a  subject,  I  should 
by  no  means  wish.  On  one  point,  however,  which 
has  referance  lo  (he  idea  ol^  the  secession  of  nny 
Stale  from  (he  Union,  or  a  dismemberment  of  the 
Union,  perhaps  I  ought  to  say  something.  All__ 
Ihis  doctrine,  for  myself,  I  utterly  disclaim.  The" 
achievement  of  the  independence  of  the  thirtet* 
original  States,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, under  which  they  are  united,  are  coo- 
necied  with  too  many  precious,  too  maoy  proud 
recollections,  to  permit  a  man  easily  to  (biiik  of 
realizing  a  dismembetnieDt  of  tba   UnioD   so 
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achieved  and  so oEablisbed.  Whatever  diversity 
of  opioioD.  whatever  riTalrf  of  Stales,  whatever 
jealnusjr  of  State  umbiiion  may  exist,  still  one 
aentimeot  h  to  be  recollected,  and  it  is  oiie  on 
which,  when  I  mtiiition  it,  I  need  make  no  eom- 
ineo<>  The  distingaished,  the  iltusirioua  patriot, 
whose  tnemory  i«  cherished  in  the  Northern  por- 
tion of  this  Union,  wicb  a  Tcneration  next  to 
idolatry,  was  a  gentleman  of  Virginia.  Inde- 
pendentiy  of  all  those  recollections  which  apply 
ttroDglf  to  the  heart,  and  which  masi  so  interest 
all  honorable  minds  as  not  to  be  driven  from  ihem 
by  any  divertiiy  of  political  opinion,  for,  among 
gentlemen,  there  are  soioe  senlimenls  of  honor 
always  recollected  in  relaiion  to  each  other;  in- 
depeodeatly  of  these,  there  are  eonsideraiions  so 
strongly  applying  to  what  I  deem  the  iniereai  of 
the  State  from  which  I  am  a  Representative, 
against  a  sepaialioQ  of  the  States,  and  such  is  my 
conSdenee  in  the  good  eense,  the  strong  ptaelical 
inlelligence,  and  the  snand  principles  of  my  con- 
stituents, [hat,  were  every  State  near  it  to  solicit 
«  separation  from  the  present  Union,  and  desire 
the  concurrence  of  ConnEcticui,  kupporiing  it 
with  all  the  talents  which  those  Slates  possess,  I 
do  believe  that,  even  myseif,  with  my  single  tal- 
ent, however  siuaLl,  could  prevent  the  acceding  to 
tbe  proposition  supposed.  A  reason  for  ibis  opin- 
ion IS,  that,  from  the  habit  of  education  togelner, 
and  my  knowledge  of  the  consequent  uniforinily 
of  sentiment,  I  am  very  confident,  on  mature  re- 
flection, with  respect  to  a  subject  of  this  nature, 
the  people  of  Connecticut  would  generally  adopt 
the  same  conclusion  with  myself.  And,  in  saying 
ibis,  sir,  1  request  tn  be  understood  as  relying  not 
on  any  imaginary  potency  of  my  talent,  but  on 
theprevaleni  power  of  truth. 

Yet,  sir.  be  pleased  to  recollect  that  ihij  Gov- 
ernment, according  to  Consiiiutional  principles, 
is  not  a  consolidated  Guvernment.  I  have  beard, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  an  argument 
against  the  embirgo  as  being  a  eonsolidaiing 
measure;  and   reference   was  made  to   the  lan- 

Spage  of  a  celebrated  orator  of  Virginia,  (now 
eceased,)  as  to  the  danger  uf  consolidation. 
Since  that  lime,  I  have  been  almost  astonished 
at  the  change  produced  in  my  own  opinion  ;  for 
tbe  argument  which  then  seemed  to  have  more  of 
eloquence  and  fertility  of  mind  than  of  real  so- 
lidity, the  argument  which  then  seemed  but  spe- 
cious, has  since  appeared  to  be  hardened  into  so- 
lidity bv  measures  which  have  been  adopted.  It 
is  well  known  that  this  is  a  Qovernment  of  lim- 
ited powers;  when  the  members  of  the  Oovero- 
mentact  without  Constitutional  authority,  they 
act  as  unauthorized  individnali.  Incaseofques- 
tions  arising,  whether  our  acts  are  Constitutional 
or  not,  some,  perhaps,  might  say  that  our  decision 
should  be  regardea  as  infallible.  But  the  Con- 
■litation  does  not  proceed  npon  the  supposition  of 
the  infallibility  of  Congress,  or  upon  the  supposi- 
lioo  of  Executive  infallibility.  The  question, 
remains,  with  respect  to  our  acts,  wbeiher  others 
may  not  rightfully  decide  as  to  their  constitution- 
ality. Every  member  of  Qovernment,  who  is 
swotD  to  support  the  GonalilutioD.bas  to  perform 


bis  public  trust  according  to  what  he  believes  10 
be  the  true  construction  of  the  rule  of  duty  tck 
which  he  is  bound  by  oath.  According  to  this- 
priaciple,  judge:!  have  doubted  the  consiiiutional— 
ity  of  legislative  acts,  and  have  considered  them- 
selves not  bound  to  give  effect  to  any  legislative- 
provision  when  clearly  unconEtitutioaal. 

The  elective  franchise  is  of  great  use  as  well  tO' 
prevent  the  adoption  of  unconslitutionat  meas- 


however,  unconRtilutional  acts  be  adopted,  aia- 
Ihey  not  acts  of  usurpation  1  Such  acts,  whether 
adopted  from  patriotic  motives,  or  otherwise,  are 
not  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  committed  to  the 
Oovernmeni;  and  the  members  of  independent 
authorities,  who  are  sworn  expressly  to  support 
the  Constitution,  are  not  to  he  considered  aa 
sworn  to  give  effect  to  such  measures.  When, 
therefore,  a  deliberative  body  is  called  upon  to 
act  in  aid  of  the  statutes  not  Con stttuti anal,  they 
are  at  liberty  to  refute.  Thus  the  judges  of  courts 
of  the  United  States  are  considered  as  not  bound 
to  afford  any  agency  or  aid  toward  carrying  into 
effect  a  legislative  provision,  which  is  unconsti- 
tuiional.  The  Legislatures  of  individual  State* 
are  also  deliberative  bodies.  And  some  acta 
might  be  required  from  ihem  for  giving  complete 
effect  to  some  of  the  acts  of  Congress.  I  will 
cite  an  example.  The  act  relative  to  the  militia 
could  not  be  carried  into  its  intended  effect  with- 
out some  legislative  provisions  on  the  part  of  the 
State  Qoveroroents.  Such  provisions  have  been 
made,  and  tbe  act  has  gone  into  general  opera- 
tion. But  if  any  Stale  Legislature  had  believed 
tbe  actio  be  unconstituiiooBl,  would  ii  have  been 
their  duty  to  comply  with  its  unconsiitutinnal 
provisions'?  One  State,  I  think,  did  omit,  for  a 
lime,  to  pass  any  act  conformable  to  that  act  of 
Congress,  alihough  not  from  doubts  about  consti- 
tuiionaliiy.  bat  ^om  some  other  cause.  I  con- 
sider, therefore,  ihatthe  State  Legislatures,  whose 
members  are  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution, 
may  refuse  assistance,  aid,  or  co-operation,  as  to 
an  act  of  Congress  which  they  sincerely  believe 
to  be  uncunslitulional.  And  one  step,  further,  I 
think,  may  be  admitted.  They  may  refuse  the 
co-operation  of  persons  holding  offices  as  agents 
under  the  Slate;  fur  the  aseocy  of  such  persoai 
is  the  agency  of  a  part  of  ine  S'  "" 


tself. 
.11  these  principles,  gentlemen 
need  not  suppose  that  they  in  the  least  endanger 
(he  Constitution  of  the  Union  ;  nut  in  the  least, 
;ir.  But.  if  measures  were  pursued  tending  to 
ilienate  large  portions  of  the  people  by  giving 
:ffecl  to  unconstiiutional  principles,  this  might 
expose  the  Union  to  ihe  hazard  of  division,  or  10 
the  hazard  of  being  consolidated  by  arbitrary 
power  into  one  Government.  The  Legislature* 
of  individual  States  have  motives  of  policy  and 
interest  to  decide  in  favor  of  acts  of  the  General 
Government,  because  it  is  a  common  cause  lo 
tain  legislative  authority.  Of  consequence, 
when  a  question  is  raised  by  a  respectable  portion 
of  the  community  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
a  statute,  it  should  be  regarded  as  warning  the 
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^eii«nl  OoreninieDt  to  reriew  the  sabject  with 
serioDs  delibcraLJoD.  | 

Perhaps  geDilemen  are  not  perfectif  acquainted  | 
with  [he  oalure  of  same  ptoceediogs  which  have  ' 
taken  place  in  the  CommoD wealth  of  Masachu-  ' 
•eila,  or  with  the  nature  of  their  loirn  meeting*.  ! 
Those  primarf  Bsiemblies  of  the  people  exhibit, 
the  great  force  of  the  principles  of  free  QoTern- 
meni.  They  are  bodies  legally  conslituted,  with  ' 
the  power  of  maliips  local  regulations,  and  of 
ilnposing  taxes  upon  thetnselrn  ;  they  are  meet- 
ing!! conrened  in  strict  form  of  law,  as  much  so 
as  when  the  Preiideot  of  the  United  States  issues 
bis   ProclamaliOD   for   a   meeiiog   of   Congress. 


the  choice  of  Speaker  of  this  House  ;  and  order 
maybe  maintained  there  with  es  absolute  cer- 
tainty as  it  ii  her e^  for  tbe  officer  who  presides 
naf  lequire  the  assistance  of  peace  officers,  la 
those  places,  their  military  m^n  assemble;  the 
men  and  officers  there  meet  oo  even  floor,  and 
deliberate  freely.  Thus  the  meetings  may  exhibit 
whet  is  resolved  upon  by  the  mats  of  fighting 
men.  Tbey  are  assemblies  io  which  the  people . 
ate  perfectly  accuitomed,  Io  which  all  legally 
qualified  to  vole  are  admitted,  and  in  which  they 
all  may  express  their  sentiments  oit  their  common  . 
concerns.  They  are  seen  pioeeeding  with  much 
deliberation  and  with  much  caution  to  judge  and 
decide  on  what  they  bvlieve  to  be  proper  lor 
them  kccording  10  the  Constitational  law  of  the 
land.  Instead  of  thinkiDg  ihem  scarcely  worthy 
of  notice  they  should  rather  be  regarded  with  pe- 
culiar attention. 

Much  has  beeu  said  at  to  the  example  of  Vir- 

Siuia  in  relation  to  a  trial  under  the  statute  of 
le  United  Slates,  called  tbe  sedition  act.  That 
was  a  case,  sir,  in  which  a  statute  could  not  go 
into  effect  but  through  the  medium  of  a  court. 
The  court  gave  its  aid,  pronouncing  the  act  in 
question  to  be  Constiiutiooal.  If,  however,  an 
act  were  never  to  come  before  the  court,  and  the 
Stale  officers  were  called  upon  Io  execute  it,  it 
would  present  a  very  diflereot  case.  There  was 
an  insurrection  of  unauthorized  indiriduals  in 
Pennsylvania  against  a  law  of  the  United  States 
which  was  certainly  Conitiiutional.  I  recollect 
that  much  was  heard  from  Virginia  about  ihe 
trial  alluded  to.  Resolutions  and  addresses  of  tbe 
Virginia  Legislature  were  passed  about  legisla- 
tive or  judicial  usurpation. 

Mr.  Gbolbon  asked  leave  to  correct  Mr.  Daka 
as  to  fact:.  The  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Vir|;inia  were  antecedent  to  the  trial  of  Cal- 
lender. 

Mr.  Dana  would  mention  some  other  trials  for 
■apposed  libels  ot  sedition.  There  is  a  case  now 
coming  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  the  case  of  a  prosecution  at  com- 
mon law  for  supposed  libel,  or  sedition,  or  slan- 
der, iosliluted  before  a  circuit  court  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  conducted  hy  an  oSicer  appointed 
bv  the  present  President  of  the  United  States. 
There  have  been  iDsiituied  before  tbe  circuit 
court  ai  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Con- 


si  ven  a  President  Io  the  United  States,  aod  pet- 

will.    The  prosecution  now  penaing 

law  for  supposed  libel  or  s«ditio 


r  will.    The  prosecution  n 

n  law  for  supposed  libel  oi 

safTered  to  proceed  witnout  disturbance. 

When  Mr.  Dana  bad  concluded,  ibe  questioB 
was  taken  ou  filling  the  blank  with  the  first  day 
of  June,  and  negatived— 73  io40.  The  Commit- 
tee then  rose,  without  taking  any  other  question, 
58  to  5G,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again- 
And  on  motion  the  House  a^ooraed. 
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necticut,  wiihin  about  ihm  or  four  yean  past, 
seven  or  eight  prosecutions  at  common  law  for 
libellous  publications,  or  leditioos  or  slanderoos 
words  against  either  the  President  or  Congress, 
or  some  portion  of  the  Governmenlof  ibe  Untied 
Stales.  Some  of  Ihe  prosecutions  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  at  common  law  beyond 
anything  contained  io  that  sedi lion  act  of  which 
so  much  has  been  safd.  Tbe^  are  facts  well 
known.  Tbe  district  attorney  of  the  United 
Slates  has  conducted  the  proseculioas.  To  be 
sure,  no  persons  have  ever  been  punished  under 
them,  because  it  always  so  happened   that  there  | 

has  been  some  error  in  the  business,  some  defect 
of  skill  or  attention  in  the  attempt  to  bring  up  the 
^neaiion  which  it  was  wished  to  have  decided  by 
jury.  I  do  not  mean  to  charge  the  pabJic  prose- 
cutor with  purposely  leavinga  deficiency  in  these 
eases  «o  as  to  liberate  the  persons  prosecuted. 
You  may  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  |»osecniions, 
when  I  observe  that  a  judge  of  the  highest  court 
of  law  has  been  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the 
United  Stales  for  asopposed  libel — amao  eminent 
for  his  personal  wortn,  professional  talents,  and 
literary  acquirements.  One  of  our  most  distio- 
guishcd  clergymen  has  been  indicted,  and  ano- 
ther clerical  gentleman  has,  I  think,  been  com- 
mitted to  prison.  Two  or  three  of  the  editors  of 
newspapers  have  also  been  indicted.  All  these 
prosecutions  have  been  had  in  a  court  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States.  Yet  the  people  had  made  no  noise 
whatever  about  them  abroad  They  sappose  that 
the  influence  of  tbe  Execntive  adminislraiitm  of 
the  United  States,  however  great,  was  directed 
against  that  small  State;  but  they  bave  never 
complained  to  the  other  States,  or  asked  aid  of 
an;  other  State  about  the  affsir.  The  judges  of 
the  court  have  both  beeu  appointed  by  the  pres- 
ent Admioistration;  they  are,  however,  of  distin- 
guished professional  talents,  and  I  reeolleci  no 
reproach  cast  upon  them  as  to  any  decision  in 
these  prosecutions,  even  by  those  more  opposed  to 
them  with  respect  to  political  opinion.  The 
Lieutenant  Qovernor  of  the  Stale  has  been  ar- 
raigned before  the  same  circuit  courL  Althoogh 
it  was  painful  to  see  the  second  magistrate  of  tbe 
State  subjected  Io  such  a  prosecution,  and  al- 
though it  was  fell  as  an  insult  upon  tbe  State, 
yel,  for  this,  no  opprobrium  was  cast  on  the  court. 
The  prosecution  was  ultimately  abaadooed— un- 
questionably, it  could  not  be  sustained  where  law 
and  justice  were  respected.  When  gentleraea 
say  so  macb  of  one  prosecution  in  Virginia  un- 
der the  sedition  act,  they  are  desired  to  reflect 
that  the  small  State  of  Connecticut  has  borne  all 
these  prosecutions.  It  is  a  State  which  never  has 
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FmDiT,  Febraar^  3. 

The  Speaker  tHJd  before  (he  House  a  leller 
from  Ihe  QoverDOr  oftbe  State  of  PcDosylTama, 
accompaniedwilh  such  returns  as  have  been  Irans- 
milted  10  him.DftheeleeiioD  of  raemberstoserTe 
in  this  House  from  Ihe  said  Stale,  for  the  term  of 
two  yearsiComoiencinelh^  fourth  of  March  next; 
also,  the  copy  of  a  prods mation  issued  by  the 
said  GoTernor,  relative  ifaerelo;  which  nas  rend, 
and,  together  with  the  skid  returns  and  procfaQia' 
tion,  ordered   la  lie  OD  the  table. 

The  Sfeakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanyiDg  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  William  McLalaod,  re- 
ferred to  him  by  order  of  the  House,  on  the  thir- 
teenth ultimo;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Spbakeb  presented  to  the  House  a  memo- 
rial of  sundry  citizens  oi' the  countv  of  Harrison, 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying,  for  the  reasons 
therein  let  forlh,  that  ine  ordinance  of  Congress 
for  the  gOTerDrnenl  of  (he  said  Territory,  passed 
on  the  13ih  of  July,  1787,  may  be  so  revised  and 
amended  as  to  rest  in  the  people  of  that  Territory 
the  power  of  electing  their  delegate  in  this  House, 
for  the  same  term  of  lime,  in  the  same  mBoner, 
and  by  the  same  persons  who  elect  the  members 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  ihe  Indiana 
Territory.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  10  whom  was  committed  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  December  ]ast,a  bill  extending  Ihe  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

A  message  from  the  Senale  informed  Ihe 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  nale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quaniity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company  ;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sen- 
ate have  passed  a  resoluiton  for  the  appointment 
of  acDinmitiee  on  ibeir  part,  jointly,  with  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  UoDse,  10  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of 
examining  the  lottn  for  Preudent  and  Vice  Pte- 
aident,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of 
ibeir  election,  and  for  regelating  the  time,  pUc 
and  manner  of  administering  the  oath  of  office 
ibe  President;"  to  which  they  desire  the  conci 
reace  of  this  Hoose. 

Mr.  Van  Dtee,  after  presenting  a  memorial  i 
ihe  subject,  offi^red  the  following  resolution : 

Raohed,  That  ^le  Secrolary  of  W«r  be  directed  to 
inquire  and  report  to  tbis  Hoqm  whether  it  be  oipedi. 
mt  to  erect  at  or  near  Wilmington,  at  or  near  New- 
castle, at  or  Dear  Port  Penn,  in  the  county  of  Newcas- 
tle, and  at  or  near  Lewis,  in  the  caanty  of  Sosmx,  id 
IhB  State  of  Delawars,  one  or  more  batleriea  or  fortiS- 
eatioDs,  for  the  protection  of  the  said  towns,  and  the 
countiy  adjacent.  And,  in  case  he  be  of  opinion  that 
it  is  expedient  to  erect  mcb  baturie*  or  fortiGcatJons, 
that  h«  leport  whether  any,  and  what,  additional 
appropiiationa  be  Decenary  for  tbe  purpose. 

The  resolution  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Vak 
Dtkg,  Pitein,  and  Ltdn,  on  tbe  ground  that  it 
waa  only  inlended  to  briDg  the  sabjeel  before  the 


Department  of  War,  that  it  might  receive  the 
ailenijon  of  the  proper  officers;  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Macon,  D.R.  Williams,  and  Blooht, 
betause  ii  was  uonsual  to  act  oD  the  subject  of 
fort  ilie  at  ions  specially,  as  the  subject  had  been 
always  considered  as  a  national  one — the  exeCQ- 
(ion  of  the  law  on  the  subject  resiing  solely  with 
the  Executive  officers.  The  resolution  was  oeg- 
ati*ed~ayes  33. 

THOMAS  PAmE-a  PETITION. 
jTon  rose  and  obserred  that  he  had  seen 
ninz  paper,  that  tbe  Committee  of  Claimsi 
had  reported  iJiatThomasPaine  should  have  leave 
in  withdraw  his  petition;  and,  on  examination, 
he  had  found  that  that  report  was  ordered  lo  lie 
the  Clerk's  table,  without  the  usual  order  for 
printing  the  memorial  and  ihe  accompanying  doc- 
lents.  1  confess,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  was  asionished 
the  report.     Shall  it  he  said  of  this  nation  that 


Thoi 


9,  the 


this  n 


idebted  for  its  independer 
ring  being;  that  its  Legislature  has  been  memo- 
atized  by  ibis  same  Thomas  Paine,  iniimating 
that  he  is  in  want,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  accept 
of  pecuniary  aid  on  account  of  those  inestimable 
services  rendered  the  American  people,  when  they 
were  growing  into  a  nation — shall  it  be  said  of 
this  nation  tbat  ihey  are  as  ungrateful  to  their 
benefactor  as  the  Romans  were  to  their  Beljsa- 
rius!  I  did  not  rise,  sir,  to  express  my  feelings 
on  this  subject.  I  must  reserve  myself  for  a  more 
proper  opportunity,  when  I  shall  move,  if  oo  other 
gentleman  does  it,  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
lee  of  Claims  be  recommitted,  with  instructions 
(o  that  committee  to  report  their  opinion  of  what 
Ihe  justice  and  the  honor  of  tbe  nation  requires  to 
be  done  for  Thomas  Paine.  Id  order  to  prepare 
the  mind  of  the  House  for  this  question,  I  move 
that  the  reporl  of  that  committee,  together  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  be  printed.  Mo- 
tion carried — ayes  58,  nays  19. 

DI8BUBSEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 
Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  motion  which  he  had  expected  and 
wisbeit  should  hate  come  from  some  other  quar- 
ter ;  but  he  said  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  him- 
self to  be  wanting  in  what  he  coneeired  to  be  his 
duty  as  a  member  of  the  House,  in  the  hope  that 
that  duty  would  be  more  zealously  performed  by 
others,  especially  when  he  perceived  no  prospect 
of  its  being,  In  relation  to  this  particular  obleet, 
performed  at  all.  I  believe,  air,  said  Mr.  R.,  it 
wi,il  not  be  a  new  thing  to  you  to  be  told  that 
rumor — and  somelhiDg  more  than  rumor,  too— • 
has  gone  abroad  respecting  the  application  of  pub- 
lic moneys.  Among  Ihe  duties — and  among  the 
rights,  too — of  this  House,  there  is  perhaps  none 
ao  important  aatbe  control  which  ilconstiiution- 
ally  possesses  over  tbe  public  purse.  To  what 
purpose  is  that  control  t  The  mere  form  of  ap- 
propriating public  money,  unless  this  Hou^e  rig- 
orously examine  into  the  applicaiion  of  the  money 
thus  appropriated  ;  unless  the  House  examine  if 
the  amount  of  appropriation  is  exceeded  by  tbe 
expenditure  j  or  if  it  be  misapplied,  that  is,  if  money 
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appropriaied  for  one  object  be  eipended  for  aoo- 
lbEr;anles3wedolbit,sir,our  eoDtroloTerlhe  pub- 
lic purse  is  ■  mere  name — an  einpijr  sbadow.  I  now 
riae,  not  only  for  [he  purpoie  of  asserting  this  righl 
OQ  the  part  of  the  Hau«e,  and  exercising  what  I 
conceive  to  be  my  duty  to  it  and  lo  the  peopli 
whom  I  represeai,  but  also  for  ihe  purpose  of  Tin 
dicBiiog,  io  the  only  vay  in  which  it  crq  be  Tin 
dicaied,  the  repucaiioo  of  the  GoTernnieDt  under 
which  we  live  —  I  Dieaa  the  Administraliou. 
Whenever  charges  ate  brought  against  aay  Ad- 
min is  trail  on,  the  only  way  in  which  ihey  can  be 
"  '  '  '  ''  ink,  full,  and  impiTlial  inquiry 
..._  ..._  J  those  charges.     This 

is  the  only  mode  in  which  the  honor  of  any  Ad- 
minisiratioti,  in  ■  Government  tike  ours,  can  be 
vindicated.  You  must  well  recollect,  xir,  that  in 
the  first  session  of  the  siilh  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales— a  period,  sir,  lo  which  I  delight  Io 
recur;  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  loak  back  upon  it 
as  the  era  of  a  glorious  reformation — an  act  was 
passed  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishmeot 
of  the  United  States.  The  fourth  section  of  this 
act  esltiblishes  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  privates.    I  will  read  it: 

■■That  the  monthi;  pa;  aftbe  ofGcerSiJiDn-conimis- 
•wned  afficera,  muuciaiu,  and  privalni,  be  a*  fblloiv*, 
to  wit:  To  the  brigadier  general,  tna  hundred  mnd 
t«eoty-G*e  doUan,  which  >h*l)  be  hi*  foil  and  entii 
compeniitioii,  withaot  ■  right  to  demand  or  receiv 
■n;  rations,  fongg,  traTrllJng  expenses,  or  olhar  pei 
qaiiite  or  emolument  irhatever,  aicept  such  slationery 
•■  tnay  be  reqoisite  for  the  use  of  his  department,"  &c. 

Nerer,  perhaps,  sir,  were  the  words  of  a  statute 
more  explicit;  and  no  one  on  this  floor  know 
better  than  yourself  why  it  was  made  thus  expli 
cit.  It  is  said,  (with  what  degree  of  truth  remain 
for  us  now  to  invesligite,)  that,  in  the  teeth  of 
that  sutnlF,  advances  — aod  to  a  considerable 
amount  beyond  ihe  emoluments  thus  provided  by 
law,  have  been  made  by  the  War  Department  to 
the  brigadier  geueril.  There  is  not  a  single  de- 
partment of  ihii  Oovernmenl — not  a  man  in  the 
AdminisiTBiion — against  whom  I  would  credit  a 
charge  of  this  sort  with  greater  diffideoee  thau 
against  tbe  Secretary  of  War;  so  long  have  I 
been  acquainted  with  bis  economy,  regularity, 
and  strict  aitentiou  to  keep  the  expenditure  of  bis 
department  within  the  annual  appropriation  made 
by  this  House.  But  this  very  circumstance — the 
high  reputation  of  this  officer  for  regularity  and 
punctuality,  renders  his  claim  to  investigatioa  into 
ibis  rumor  but  the  more  strong,  a ud  unites  his 
interest  with  that  of  the  American  people  and  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  induce  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  which  I  now  submit: 

Sttolotd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  Inquire 
whether  any  advances  of  monej  have  been  made  to 
the  Commander-in-Chier  oT  tbe  Army,  by  the  Depait- 
menl  of  War,  contrary  to  law ;  and,  if  any,  to  what 
amount." 

Tbe  reiolutioD  was  adopted  without  debate — 

3es  25 — and  Messrs   Randolph,  Shilie,  John 
ONTooMEHT,  Tatlos,  aud  JoBNeoH,  were  ap- 
pointed the    ' — 
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Mr.  D.  R.  Wii-LiAHa  moved  that  the  Honse 
again  resolve  itself  intoaCommitteeoftbe'Whole 
on  Mr.  NicyoCfta's  resolution. 

Mr.  TaocF  moved  lo  postpone  the  further  con. 
sideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely.  [This  mo- 
tion was  understood  lo  cootemplaie  putting  tbe 
subject  completely  at  rest.]  Mr.  Tbocp's  moiioa 
was  negatived — yeas  26,  nays  93,  a*  follows : 

Yki>— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bsnl,  Burwdl  Bsi- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Thonai  Blouit,  WUIiam  Bai- 
ler, JoMph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Ch^n, 
John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane,  Meshack  Franklin,  Jum* 
Hollsnd,  John  G.  Jackson.  William  Kiitpatrkk,  Na- 
thaniel Maeon,  John  Morrow,  John  Porter,  Bcnjsmia 
Say,  Ebeneser  Seaicr,  John  Smilie,  Sichaid  StaoGird, 
John  Tajlor,  Geoiga  M.  Troup,  Jesse  Wharton,  Rob- 
ert Whilehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wilnn, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Eiekiet  Baoiit,  Joseph 
Barker,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Adam  Bard,  John  Bojie,  Rob- 
ert Brawn,  WilKam  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Colp*. 
Kr,  Richard  Cutti.  John  OaTcnport.  jr.,  Joseph  Dedia, 
iniel  M.  Dureil,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppea,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Fisk,  Francis  G*rdner,Jamet  M. 
(ramett.  Thomas  Qholion,  jr.,  Petetaon  Gaodwyo, 
laaiab  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  Heiater,  WiUian 
Helms,  William  Hoge,  David  Hafms,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Reuben  Hamfdu^s,  Daniel  Uiley,  Richard  Jack- 
son, Robert  Jenkins,  Waller  jDoea,Jame*Kellj,'T%os. 
Kenan,  PbilipB.  Key,  John  Lambert,  Joaepii  Lewis, jr., 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Lwe, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiali  Uaitera,  William 
McCreety,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomerj,  jr., 
John  Montgomery,  Nichola*  R-  Hoore,  Tbonus  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moacly,  Ouidon  8. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton.  Wil- 
■on  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pogh,  Jo- 
■iah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Jo^  Bca  al  FeDnsyl- 
vania,  John  Bbea  of  Tenoeaaee,  Jacob  Rkharda,  Hal- 
thiss  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Kiw- 
■■11,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Janea  Sloan, 
Dennia  Smelt,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  amUh,  Samncf 
Smith,  WUIiam  Stedman,  Clement  Bcorv,  Lewis  B-> 
Starges,  Peter  Swart,  Suunel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Thompson,  Atiram  Trigg,  Jabea  Gpham, 
James  I.  Van  Alen,  Fhihp  Van  Cortlandt,  Nkbolsi 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rcn» 
lelaer,  Isaac  Wilbour,  and  Nathan  Wilsoo, 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  inioaCammil- 
tee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  subject. 

Tbe  question  being  now  on  filling  the  blank  in 
Ihe  resolution  for  repealing  the  embargo  and  is- 
suing letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  with  the 
"foorlh  day  of  March" — 

Mr,  MosELEY  said  he  did  noi  rise  lo  detain  the 
Committee  with  many  remarks  at  this  time.  He 
'1  not  but  express  the  gralificatioQ  he  felt  at 
'Ote  given  in  the  Committee  againsc  filling 
ihe  blank  wiih  so  distant  a  day  as  the  first  tl 
I.  He  said  he  should  be  in  nivor  of  the  ear- 
day.  Having  b^nn  a  good  work,  he  hoped 
ihev  would  goon  witbitj  and,  for  himself,  be 
could  truly  say,  that  everf  step  Ibey  proceeded  la 
it,  he  should  go  on  cejoicing. 

It  did  appear  to  him  that  the  saiue   reason* 
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whicfa  induced  Kenilenieii  lo  conuot  to  a  xr^tX 
of  the  embarso  at  all  must  operate  ia  faror  of  a 
■peedy  repear  Oae  powerful  ivaton,  and  which 
ho  should  Euppoie  at  itself  sofficiem,  was,  the 
multiplied  eTaMODs  of  the  embargo  acts,  Id  de- 
fiaace  of  erery  «flbrl  to  enforce  theta.  It  ii  said 
by  some  that  they  are  violated  only  by  the  wonh- 
less  and  unprincipled  part  of  the  community.  If 
this  be  the  fact,  lo  much  the  worse.  It  provea, 
only,  that  Bome  adreotorers  aie  growing  rich  by 
their  tiaasgreiiioas  of  the  embarRO  acts,  while 
the  regular  and  fair  trader*  are  sunering-  by  iheir 
obedience  to  them. 

Oa  the  aubjecl  of  the  violation  of  the  embargo 
acts,  he  thought  geoilemea  bad  been  in  the  habit 
of  iiDpDtinff  the  blame  rather  too  much  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Pjonheru  and  Eastern  States.  Some 
geullemen  have  seemed  dispoied  to  confine  ihia 
charge  almost  exclusively  10  what  they  are  pleac- 
ed  to  term  the  Old  Tories  and  Federalists  of  the 
North.  They  may,  perhaps,  be  worse  in  theory ; 
but,  if  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  statements 
which  have  been  made,  toey  are  not  much  worse 
in  practice  Iban  the  Young  Tories  and  Democrats 
of  the  South.  Tbeseat  least,  it  appears,  are  apt 
scholars;  who.  according  to  their  opportuoilies, 
have  not  been  behind  their  brethren  in  the  North. 
The  truth  is,  the  violations  of  the  embargo  acts 
are  not  confined  to  any  particular  sectioo  of  the 
country,  or  to  any  political  party.  They  are 
known  (o  be  so  geaerBJ,  and  so  numerous,  as  to 
tender  the  embargo  utterlj;  nugatory  and  ioeffi- 
caciout,  even  in  (he  estimation  of  those  who  have 
been  most  partial  to  it ;  and,  if  the  remark  made 


gone  by,"  might  not,  by  some,  be  considered 
■triclly  correct,  he  would  veoture  to  assert  that  it 
could  Dot  loog  survive.  It  was,  now,  literally 
"dying  of  the  doctor."  The  last  prescriptions  of 
its  physiciaos  had  proved  loo  powerful.  Tbey 
have  had  a  most  unfavorable  operation.  Some 
gentlemen  imagine  that  a  slight  inflammatioii 
only  has  been  excited,  and  that  a  tittle  phlebot- 
omy would  at  oace  allay  it.  He  apprehended 
there  would  be  greater  diffieutiiei!  in  applving  Ihii 
remedy  than  gentlemen  were  aware  of.  fiut,  as  it 
might  oat   be   perfectly   plearant,   nor,   perhaps, 

E roper,  in  this  place,  to  dilate  upon  this  suhject, 
e  should  distnisf  it.  He  could  not,  however,  help 
noticing  b  remark  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Vitfinia,  (Mr.  Qbolboh.)  that  sooner  than  he 
would  be  deterred  from  enforcing  these  taws, 
"  he  would  drench  the  natiou  io  blood."  Surely, 
the  gentleman  could  ooi  be  serious  in  this  dec- 
laratiun.  Would  he,  or  would  any  gentleman 
professing  an  attachment  tb  a  republican  form  of 
Government,  a  coTernmeot  of  Laws  lounded 
the  affections  of  the  people,  wish  to  have 
course  to  such  an  expedient  as  ibis,  to  embrace 
obedience  to  odious  and  nopopular  measure  1 

But  some  gentlemen,  who  declare  that  they  m  e 
DOt  dispoied  to  proceed  to  extremities  and  to  at- 
tempt compelling  obedieace  to  the  embargo  acts 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  appear  lo  be  grieved 
uid  almost  offended  that  the  people,  and  espe- 


cially the  commercial  class,  should  be  so  blind 
lo  their  own  interest.  They  declare  that  all  they 
have  done  has  been  from  motives  the  most  friend- 
ly to  commerce,  and  that  heteafier  they  never 

ould  lift  a  finger  for  its  protection. 

He  could  not  doubt  the  sincerity  of  their  decla- 
ration ;  but  in  the  opinioo  of  those  most  interest- 
ed they  had  lakeo  rather  a  singular  and  unfor- 
lunaie  way  of  showing  their  friendship;  aod 
provided  they  should  ever  feel  their  affections  for 
ooramerce  rising  again,  he  hoped  they  would  DOt 
give  her  such  aoolher  fraternal  embrace  as  en- 
tirely to  stop  her  breath  ;  to  stasnate  her  blood, 
and  absolutely  to  kill  her  out  of  kindness. 

Mr.  M.  said,  now  he  was  up,  he  would  make  a 
single  remark  upon  the  second  branch  of  this  re- 
solutioa,  auiborixiog  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
sal. He  should  be  utterly  opposed  to  this,  because 
he  considered  it  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  he  was  by  oo  means  prepared  togirehia 
■aoction  to  anr  hostile  measures  at  this  time. 
Before  we  resolve  to  rush  into  a  war  we  ought 
coolly  and  dispassionately  to  consider  the  policy 
of  such  a  step,  to  weigh  well  the  probable  adran- 
iitges,  our  capacity  of  carrying  it  on  with  suc- 
cess, aed  the  prospect  of  unaoimit?  in  the  naliOQ. 
He  did  not  believe  that  a  war  at  this  time  woqU 
be  proper. 

As  lo  the  embargo  it  bad  been  fully  tried.-  Kx- 
perience  had  clearl^  evinced  its  impolicy  and  in- 
efflcacy.  The  nation  were  sick  of  it.  And  he 
considered  that  the  most  imperious  reasons  must 
present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen  in 
favor  of  an  immediate  repeal.  Its  longer  con- 
liouanee,  he  contended,  could  produce  no  possi- 
ble good,  and  might  be  attended  with  the  most 
calamitous  conEequences. 

He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  embargo  k 


he  had  no  doubt  had  excited  the  most  pleasing 
hopes  and  joyful  anticipations  in  the  nstioo.  Let 
us  not  disappoint  them — let  us  not  dash  from  their 
lips  the  cup  of  bliss  which  we  have  held  ool  to 
ihem,  unless  ihey  will  receive  it  from  our  handa 
mixed  with  an  ingredient,  deadlyand  destructivel 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  fourth  day  of  March,  carried  ayes  70. 

The  question  then  being  about  lo  be  put  on 
that  clause  of  the  resolution  contemplating  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo — 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  that  he  had  voted  against 
filling  the  blank  in  the  resolution  with  Ihe  4ih 
day  of  March  because,  if  possible,  be  could  have 
wished  an  earlier  day;  reserving  however,  in  his 
own  mind  the  riaht,  when  ihe  question  should 
come  before  the  House,  of  agreeing  to  that  day, 
if  an  earlier  could  not  be  obtained.  He  hoped, 
and  the  prospect  which  presented  itself  that  morn- 
ing gave  him  good  cause  lo  hope,  that  the  com- 
mittee would  agree  to  that  member  of  the  reso- 
lution which  was  then  before  them.  For  some 
lime  past  he  had  been  an  inactive,  though  n 


gress.    He  did  not  know  whether  he  ought  not 
lo  rejoice  at  the  phyaical  incapacity  which  bad 
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preTFnteil  him  from  taking  «  part  in  those  pro- 
eeedJDgi.  Tbey  h&d  been  sucli  ■■(until  now)  to 
fill  his  miad  with  great  appreheDsioD  and  Blann, 
becaaie  xhey  had  hitherto  indicated  a  great  want 
of  concern,  not  to  say  disuoioD,  »oinewheie.  He 
irould  bare  deemed  it  ODe  of  the  miMi  caiamitous 
eveou  that  could  hare  befalleo  the  coantrp,  if, 
after  the  progress  which  had  been  made  in  the 
contideTBlioD  of  the  maiioa  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr,  Niobolas)  the  House  could, 
(hat  day,  ha*e  refused  further  to  consider  it.  And 
wherefore  shouldhe  so  haredeemed  ill  Because 
it  would  hnve  indicated  not  merelf  a  want  of  con- 
cert and  of  union  in  the  Cabitiet  and  Councils  of 
Dur  country,  but  he  feared  it  might  have  led  to  a 
state  of  things  which  he  would  not  then  attempt 
to  BDiicipaie.  The  plain,  broad,  open  road  for 
•very  GoTernmeot  to  pursue  was  that  of  commou 
sense  aud  decision — comiDon  sense  in  theory; 
decision  in  execution.  If,  as  they  had  been  told, 
there  existed  dissatisfaction,  murmuring,  discon- 
tent ;  a  spirit,  if  not  of  insurrection,  at  least  lead- 
ing to  iosurcectioa  against  the  laws ;  wisdom  and 
policy  required  either  a  prompt  subdual  of  that 
spirit,  or  bo  immediate  yielding  to  it — one,  or  the  . 
other.  It  was  the  halting  between  these  extremes, 
an  osciltatiug,  heaitaiiog,  temporizing,  tampering, 
patehing-up  policy,  that  brought  ruin  on  every 
BatioD,  so  situated.  The  history  of  our  own  Rev- 
olution taught  this.  The  conduct  of  the  British 
Ministry  lo  the  American  colonies,  be  supposed, 
would  hare  impressed  this  principle  on  the  mind 
ofereryman.  What  was  that  conduct!  Marked 
by  a  spirit  of  irritation  and  indecision.  While 
we  were  irritated  on  the  one  hand,  we  were  un- 
controlled by  power  on  the  other,  and^after  years 
of  excitement  and  ill-blood,  th«  ereni  is  known  to 
all.  He  iberefote  congratulated  the  House  and 
the  nation  that  this  system — if  system  it  could  be 
called — was  about  to  begivenup;  that  the  hopes, 
the  wishes,  the  fears,  erery  strong  passion  of  the 
public, were  no  longer  to  be  sported  with,  that  the 
example  of  Lord  North  was  not  id  soon  to  be  loM 
upon  us.  Sir,  said  he,  if  my  roice  will  permit 
me,  I  will  state  another  subject  of  congratulation 
to  }[ou  and  the  Committee.  It  is,  that  during  this 
period  of  general  distraction — I  hope  no  gentle- 
man will  attach  any  bad,  or  wrong  sense  to  the 
word,  but  that  it  will  be  taken  (as  I  utter  it)  to 
tDcan  a  difference,  a  contrariety  of  riews  and 
opinions — there  being  hitherto  perhaps  no  ten 
men  to  be  found  in  this  House  who  could  agree 
Vpon  any  affirmative  pro  posit  ion— amidst  this  pub- 
lio  distraction,  it  isa  subject  of  consolation  to  me 
that  we  have  not,  as  yet,  compromitted  the  safety 
of  the  State ;  that  during  thia  long  and  tedious 
political  malady  under  which  we  hare  been — and 
not  without  some  ibadow  of  reason — so  extremely 
peerish  and  fretful,  the  body  politic  has  sustained 
perhaps  do  radical  injury  ;  and  that,  now,  by  a 
aapny  determination  to  the  surface,  the  disease  is 
likely  to  be  wholly  thrown  off. 

By  some  it  might  be  thought  that  in  the  wide, 
and  perhaps  wild  range,  which  he  should  take 
upon  the  subject,  he  was  riolating  the  rules  and 
•tdeis  of  tha  Hoiue.    On  this  subject  he  moat  be 


permitted  to  say  that  there  was  not  ■  single  Q«e>. 
lion  ;  Dol  ereo  that  of  filling  a  blank  ia  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration,  that  did  not  inroln 
erery  foreign,  and  he  might  almost  say  eray 
domestic  relation  of  this  Union,  it  was  iinpoi- 
sible  to  discuss  a  subject  of  that  great  and  no- 
menious  national  importance  with  the  dry  mio- 
uteness  of  a  special  pleader — not  to  trarcf  outof 
the  record,  or  to  be  tied  down  to  the  matter  coo- 
tained  in  the  declatation.  And  permit  me,  sir, 
said  Mr.  R.  to  add  that  so  long  as  1  escape  the  ' 
correction  of  the  Chair,  I  sbali  feel  myself  at  lib- 
erty to  proceed,  whaisoerer  may  be  the  opiaiam 
as  to  orxler  of  other  gentlemen. 

There  are  occasions  in  which  to  speak  of  any 
man  to  his  face  in  a  certain  strain,  ought  to  be  re> 
probated  and  stamped  asifaerilcKiBduUtioDi  but 
there  are  other  occasions  in  which  not  so  (o  speak, 
to  restrain  the  feelings  of  a  full  and  orerflowing 
heiut,  subjects  perhaps  to  colder,  bat  fat  bitterer 
censure.  I  shall  dismiss  this  topio,  then,  by  say- 
ing, that  you,  sir,  hare  not  so  long  presided  in  ths 
assembly,  with  so  much  repaiation  to  yonrselT 
and  benefit  tci  the  Slate,  to  be  now  schooled  in 
your  duty  by  the  youngling  of  yesterday.  And  I 
say  it,  because  a  Chairman  of  this  Comnutiee 
would  certainly  very  grossly  depart  frotn  rule 
and  order  were  he  to  rise  to  vindicate  his  conduct 
in  this  assembly,  from  any  argument  of  it  by  a 
member. 

In  the  train  of  argument  which  he  should  pur- 
sue, Mr.  R.  really  did  not  think  it  at  all  necessary, 
witn  his  friend  Irom  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R. 
Williams,)  or  ibe  learned  gentlaun  front  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Pitkik,}  to  go  into  a  minute  calcu- 
lation 00  the  subject  of  the  rerenne  or  debt  of 
Great  Britaii»,  or  uf  the  gross  product!  of  duties  deri- 
ved by  her  from  tbeimportat  ion  of  West  Indiaeom- 
modiiies.  Such  calculaiiocs  ought  not  to  enter 
into  any  determination  of  that  House;  for,  how- 
ever he  might  be  made  to  apfww  on  paper,  and 
wbaterer  might  hare  been  said  on  the  subject 
from  the  days  of  Darid  Hume,  and  Dr.Prioe,  u 
the  present  hour,  the  continental  enemy  of  that 
Power  had,  for  nt  least  half  a  century,  been  de- 
ceived in  his  reckoning  as  to  her  time  of  bank- 
ruptcy. That  subject  had  baffied  all  the  caleola- 
lioa  of  political  economists.  And  really,  sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,it  is  hardly  worth  our  while,  after 
Bonaparte,  like  Canute  of  old,  bos  set  down  n 
the  seashore  at  Boulogne,  vainly  waiting  for  lb* 
great  tide  of  British  wealth  to  recede,  to  take 
measures,  here,  bottomed  upon  calculations  of  ha 
being  unable  to  carry  on  the  war  for  want  of  ca- 
pacity to  raise  the  supplies.  It  is  a  w«ll  estob- 
iisbed  fact  that  the  gross  rerenue  of  that  Kingdon 
was  for  the  year  1807  (esclusireofloaoB  and  tie 
revenue  derired  from  Ireland)  siiiy  miUions  sle^ 
ling ;  and  that  collected  at  aa  expense  of  .£4  S>.  per 
cent.  This  is  answer  enough  to  as,  on  tbe  subject 
of  her  being  unable  to  carry  on  the  war  for  wont 
of  resources,  pariieulorly  when  we  look  back  to 
our  own  revenue,  the  expense  at  which  it  is  col- 
lected— and  more  especiallv  when  we  look  at  tke 
proposition  of  our  Chancellor  of  the  Kxeheqnar, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  csrrjr  on  ilie 
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mr  (ahould  we  engage  in  one)  with  lamiia,es 
5iT«ly-  II  ii  an  ample,  a  redundant  ids 
Shall  we  aalcQlate  upon  Ibe  failure,  for  want  cf 
reveDue,  of  ■  nation  whose  anoaa]  ioina  bear  lo 
small  a  proporliDD  to  her  whole  receipt,  (in  the 
fear  which'  I  have  quoted,  about  a  tburch,)  whilst 
we  ounelves  are  lold  that  loans  muBi  conaciiute 
nearly  the  whale  of  oor  revenue?  There,  then, 
can  ae  no  donbi  that  this  subject  not  only  ought 
Dot  to  enter  into  our  views  upon  the  great  ijues- 
tion  of  war,  but  perha^  had  belter  not  be  stirred 
at  all ;  thai  our  meatures  ought  lo  be  taken  in 
teferenee  to  our  owo  capacity  and  disposition  for 
exertions,  and  not  grounded  on  flatunag,  perhap* 
delusive  hopes,  of  our  advenarv's  weakness.  Ao' 
otber  point  it  might  be  as  well,  in  passing,  to  nO' 
tice — the  small  proportioD  which  the  costonu 
bear  lo  the  revenue  of  that  Slate,  and  thai 
proportion  decreasing,  although  their  aggregate 
■mount  be  actually  increasing ;  whilst  the  revenue 
from  internal  sources  has  been  rapidly  increasing 
ever^  year,  as  Well  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
receipt  as  in  aggr^ate  amouni. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  RaNDOLPU,  amidst  the  vari- 
ans  eanses  which  1  find  for  felicitating  yon  and 
the  nation,  ihe  recent  change  in  the  aspect  of  our 
aSain  is  not  the  least— that  we  are  at  last  to  settle 
upon  soma  sysleot ;  and  I  listened,  I  confess,  with 
very  great  pleasure  the  other  day,  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacoh)  and  my 
worthy  coijeague,  (Mr.  B1111WI11.1.,]  although  oer- 
haps  I  may  nol  have  exactly  agreed  with  eiiner, 
certainly  not  with  both  of  them.  I  listened  to 
them  because  they  beld  out  to  as  the  prospect  of 
a  happy  termination  of  the  presentstateofthingt — 
a  stale  of  things,  which,  after  the  vote  of  yester- 
day and  to-day,  I  micht  almost  be  templed  to 
pronounce  cannot  last  Eeyoad  the  fourth  of  March. 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  Ihe  jutriolism 
of  the  country  under  the  operation  of  this  svsiem. 
In  Mr.  R.'s  opinion  never  did  any  people  ex- 
hibii  so  Birikingan  instance  of  patriotism  as  the 
people  of  the  United  States  had  done  since  De- 
cember, 1807.  He  believed  that  their  patriotism 
had  in  that  period  be«n  put  10  a  teat  more  severe 
than  during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  because 
whatever  of  sufierlng  the  people  then  felt,  they 
aw  that  it  was  infiieied  by  the  immediate  hiud 
of  the  enemy;  and  it  operated  only  to  goad  to  a 
still  higher  pitch  their  fury  a^inat  thai  enemy. 
But  in  this  case,  (whether  right  or  wrong  was 
perfectly  immaterial,)  the  system  had  been  such 
as  10  impress  a  great  portion  of  the  public  with 
the  opinion  that  their  sufTerings  proceeded  from 
the  OovernmeBt,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  matter 
of  snrprise  that  the  popularity  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  ihotild  have  been  diminished.  It  called  for 
the  exercise,  by  all  classes  and  description*  of 
men,  of  the  rarest  virtues — patience,  forbearance, 
self-denial,  and  long  anffering  without  repining. 
It  ptesupposed  the  existence  of  a  state  of  society 
in  wbicb  there  was  no  occasion  for  goveromeni 
itself.  Waa  it  wonderful  that  those  who  eoold 
not  ace  wisdom  in  the  measure  should  murmur. 
when  sofleriug  under  it  T—thit  men  not  strictly 
eoDacicitioaa  shoiild  violate  it*  provisions  7 — that 


under  the  severity  of  its  operation  the  Admiikia- 
iratioD  should  lose  somewhat  of  their  formev 
popularity  1  Mr.  R.  was  noi,  never  had  been, 
and  he  trusted  never  would  be,  in  the  habit  of 
paying  compliments  to  men  who  have  much  at 
their  disposal,  but  he  would  declare  bis  belief 
that  the  ponnlariiy  of  no  man  whom  Qod  ever 
made  could  have  endured  the  test  which  that  of 
the  present  President  of  the  United  Stales  had 
not  merely  endured,  but  gone  thioogh  with  vic- 
tory. There  could  not  have  been  so  strong  a 
proof  of  the  deep-sealed  love,  and  unqualified 
approbatioD  of  that  man  as  his  having  been  po- 
litically able  to  support  the  weight  of  that  exper- 
iment. It  was  a  trophy  of  which  he  never  conld 
be  diveiied,  let  him  die  when  he  would — what- 
soever might-  he  the  cotivse  of  his  fatnre  life. 
Yes,  sir.  said  Mr.  R.,  afler  the  vote  of  this  com* 
mittee,  I  do  consider  the  embargo  as  substanti- 
ally repealed.  It  is  something  like  a  vote  of 
ctedii ;  it  has  nol  gone  through  all  the  forms  of 
law,  bnt  no  banker  would  haiitate  10  advane* 
money  upon  it.  Gentlemen  shake  their  heads, 
sir,  and  heads  of  such  weight,  too,  thai  I  despair 
of  shaking  them  myself.  I  had  auppoaed  that 
the  embargo  waa  all  but  repealed  ;  in  point  of 
fact  I  believe  that  it  is  already  repealed.  A  mem- 
ber of  this  House  has  cited  the  embai^o  as  a 
strong  proof  of  the  stamina  of  this  infant  Her- 
cules, who  bad  been  so  long  able  to  bear  what 
would  have  crushed,  as  be  says,  any  other  naiion 
in  six  moDihs.  1  believe,  sir,  tbat  it  would  have 
cruahodthepopularityof  any  Ministry  of  aoy  other 
nation  than  this  in  less  than  six  months,  suppo- 
sing that  nation  to  have  half  the  pretensions  to 
freedom  that  we  have.  He  rememoered  to  hare 
read  a  great  while  ago  in  an  extremely  beautiful 
epic  poem  that  the  natives  of  Chili,  when  they 
threw  off  the  Spa'Dish  yoke,  proposed  to  chooaa 
their  eaptain  by  this  test;  A  very  heavy  beam  of 
wood  was  produced,  and  he  who  could  support  it 
on  his  shoulders  the  longest  time  was  to  be  se- 
lected as  their  general.  One  of  the  chiefs  stood 
under  the  burden  such  an  amazing  number  of 
hours,  that  they  ware  like  never  to  come  to  a 
conclusion,  and  (if  he  remembered  rightly)  ihey 
had  10  abandon  their  experiment.  Whatsoever 
proof  we  had  given  of  our  wisdom,  we  had  in- 
dubitably home  away  the  palm  of  bodily  strength, 
anyibiog  in  the  obaervations  of  a  gentleman 
Irom  New  York  (Mr.  Qardenier)  about  our 
being  puny  and  rickeltr,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing ;  and  Mr.  R.  hoped  we  should  give  per- 
haps nol  quite  ao  strong  a  proof  of  our  wisdom, 
by  throwing  the  beam  on  from  our  shoulders, 
now  that  we  had  awertained  our  strength  by  the 
experiment. 

But  it  was  asked,  what  substitute  would  ha 
propose  for  the  embargo.  None.  He  hoped  h« 
would  nol  be  misapprehended.  Considering  the 
embargo  in  its  operation  as  mischievous,  and 
even  ruinous,  it  wonld  bedroll  indeed  if  he  should 
require  a  gubatittUe  for  an  evil  ihat  he  proposed 
to  get  rid  of.  Shall  a  man  refuse  to  be  cured  of 
a  cancer  unless  you  will  provide  him  with  a  mb- 
tUtuU?    But  if  he  were  aiked  what  the  nadm 
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is  to  do  aftra  lepeiliog  the  embar^  T  his  an- 
•wet  wai  Teadf.  To  d«  »iire,  lir,  uid  he,  it  in  a 
very  old  one,  and  ihererore  m»f  not  take  with 
Ibe  fasbious  of  the  dar ;  but  iti  macten  of  pol- 
icy, old  aysiems  which  nave  been  sifted  and  tried 
hy  experience,  are  not  Id  my  judgrneoi  the  wont, 
and  the  longer  tried,  perhaps,  ibe  better.  So  far, 
therefore,  fiom  its  being-  aa  objection  with  me 
that  a  pibposiiion  is  old  and  irite,  it  is  a  reeom' 
tnendation;  as  it  is  precisely  the  reverse  with 
respect  |o  new  projects,  however  ingeiiioDi,  how- 
ever calculated  to  caich  or  dazzle  the  eye,  like  the 
room  in  which  we  sit,  where  I  al  this  moment 
discern  the  fissures  which  perhspa  are  to  reduce 
ns  to  the  situation  of  poor  Leothall.  We  had  as 
well  stuck  to  our  old  apartmeDt,  (1  do  Dot  mean 
Ibe  library,)  where  we  bad  every  cod  Ten  ie  nee 
ftad  comfort,  and  saved  our  money. 

The  diseases  of  this  State  look  llieir  rise,  I  re- 
peat it  again  and  a^in,  in  the  years  1805-6.  We 
were  then  a  flourishing,  united,  and  happy  peo- 
ple. The  Gorernment  permitled  itself,  a  major' 
ity  of  this  House  permitted  themselves,  and  I 
believe  they  now  soretv  repent  of  it,  sir,  indeed 
some  of  them  have  told  me  so,  to  be  ursed  by 
mercantile  clamor  and  cupidity  into  collision 
with  powerful  European  Stales.  From  that  day 
we  have  been  going  oo  from  bad  to  worse,  until 
we  have  arrived  at  this  superlative  state,  which 
can  00  longer  be  borne,  for  which  a  remedy  mtrel 
be  found,  gentle  if  yon  will,  alleraiive  if  you 
please,  but  at  any  rate  a  remedy,  however  des- 
perate. That  which  I  would  now  propose  is 
what  I  had  the  honor  of  proposing  at  the  last 
•ession  of  Congress,  and  I  think  of  mentioning 
more  than  once,  on  Saoday  morning,  the  18ih  of 
December  last ;  a  remedy  which,  without  pledg- 
ing the  Stale,  without  mortgaging  every  foot  of 
land  in  the  country  for  the  proieclion  of  the 
mercantile  flag  in  the  most  remote  seas,  would 
permit  our  merchants  to  protect  themselves,  if 
they  pleased,  and  if  not,  stay  at  home,  at  their 
option.  This  was  my  opinion  as  far  back  as 
1805-6,  and  I  think  it  will  be  found,  although  not 
ID  detail,  in  a  report  made  durinj;  that  session  of 
Congress,  which  proposed  raising  a  military  force 
for  the  purpose  of  commanding  within  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  obedience  to  the  laws  not  from  our- 
aelves,  but  a  foreiicn  Power.  And  here  suffer  me 
to  say  that  I  really  think  we  are  coming  back 
again  slowly — for  large  bodies  (even  such  aa 
move  in  ellipsis)  moveslowly— after haring  been 
long  in  aphelion,  we  are  returning  back  to  the 
daylight  of  those  good  old  republican  principles 
of  which,  as  I  think,  and  aa  I  would  endeavor  to 
show,  if  It  could  answer  any  good  purpose,  we 
have  too  long  lost  sight.  And  after  being  for 
years  one  of  the  proscribed  and  denounced,  I  am 
Dot  without  a  saving  hope  that  I  shall  die  in  the 
failh,  whether  I  die  in  the  church  or  not.  I  am 
IDduced  (0  this  belief,  principally,  from  perceiving 
that  scarcely  a  seDiiment  is  contained — 1  beg 

Krdon  of  the  Committee  for  this  egotism — 1  be- 
ve  if  it  be  warranted  in  any  human  being,  I 
might  fairly  challenge  a  right  to  It  now— scarce- 
ly a  seutiment  ia  ezpreased  in  either  of  those 


speeches  of  which  1  was  the  author,  (nnfitTUt- 
natcly  as  it  would  seem,)  thai  I  have  not  heard, 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  from  lips 
the  most  orthodox  in  this  Hoose.  They  amount- 
ed to  this:  '-Before  you  begin  this  contest,  count 
the  cost;  calculate  your  means  of  annoyance  as 
well  as  of  resistance  ;  your  enemy  (if^she  be- 
come such)  is  all  powerlul  at  sea;  if  she  strikes, 
yoa  will  feel;  bring  matters  to  extremity  and 
VOU  will  have  to  recede — not  from  your  claimi, 
but  from  the  ocean."  All  this  and  raote  I  have 
heard  urged,  not  only  by  the  Chairman  of  iht 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase,  but  repeatedly 
by  other  gentlemen  nearly  as  orthodox  as  him- 
self on  various  questions,  the  navy  bill  in  partic- 
ular, and  I  hope  to  hear  sentiments  of  the  same 
sort  when  the  other  bill  (army  bill)  is  uken  up^ 
which  was  put  down  in  order  to  act  on  the  pres- 
ent subjecL  The  embargo,  and  the  conrse  pur- 
sued by  the  Administration  generally,  have,  da- 
ring this  session,  been  defended  aud  eulogized  on 
positions  admitted  on  all  bands  id  be  tndispnta- 
oly  true,  but  which  it  was  erimioal  in  me  id  ad- 
vance three  years  ago.  "  Then,  it  was  little  short 
of  treason  (o  magnify,  as  it  wa^  said,  Ibe  resour- 
ces of  our  rival,  and  depreciate  those  of  onr  own 
country  ;  now,  it  is  madness  not  to  perceive  oar 
inability  to  cope  with  her  on  the  ocean" — the 
theatre  of  our  wrongs,  where  redress,  to  be  effec- 
tual, must  be  obtained.  Was  it  not  wiser  to  make 
a  just  estimate  of  our  strength,  or  even  to  under- 
rate it  a  little,  before  plunging  into  a  conflict, 
than  afterwards  have  to  abate  from  our  sanguine, 
overcharged  expectalioDsl  We  suffered  ouTseUes 
to  be  driven,  step  by  step,  by  roercaoiile  ctamor, 
into  a  situation  which  has  raised  (whether  right- 
fully or  not)  more  clamor,  from  the  same  paniea 
too,  than  all  the  foreign  injuries  about  which 
they  beset  the  Government.  I  now,  therefore, 
propose  that  they  be  restored  to  that  sitoaiion 
which,  according  to  their  own  showiDK,  is  so  en* 
viable  a  one,  and  against  the  evils  of  which  I 
hope  they  will  never  again  have  the  hardihood 
[0  complain  to  this  House,  or  apply  for  means  of 
redress.  It  will  therefore  at  once  be  perceived, 
that  I  am  not  friendly  to  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion from  which  my  worthy  colleague  on  my  left 
(Mr.  Bubwbll)  anticipates  so  much  benefit,  and 
for  the  plainest  of  all  reasons,  because  I  do  not 
conceive  a  threat  to  be  the  best  menna  of  patch- 
ing up  a  reconciliation  (and  as  such  a  hope  fats 
been  expressed  from  that  quarter,  I  may  be  at 
liberty  to  name  it)  between  two  parties  who  look 
at  each  other  already  perhaps  with  too  jodoas 
an  eye ;  and  for  another  reason :  because  i  do 
not  choose  to  put  out  a  distant  threat,  to  (he  exe- 
cution of  which  either  the  capacity  or  disposiiioa 
of  the  country  may  be  donhled.  Sir,  we  bare 
dealt  in  the  minatory  sort  of  traffic  long-  enough, 
and  I  have  no  disposition  to  be  any  longer  laughed 
at.  We  began  with  the  n on- importation  law. 
That  was  undoubtedly  a  threat, for  a  power  was 
given  to  suspend  it,  in  case  our  terms  were  com- 
plied with.  Nest  came  the  embargo  ;  that  too 
was  to  be  suspended  in  case — and  so  forth.  Now 
we  are  called  upoD  to  haDg  by  a  ainglc  hair  over 
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(he  hud  oT  the  belligereDlj  the  swOrd  of  D&mD- 
elcs,  10  be  cut  some  lime  in  June  nexl.  It  is  all 
■  Ihred,  sir,  and  as  tich,  must  have  a  bad  opera- 
tion on  any  negolistian,  which  GorernmeDI  in 
iis  wisdom  msf  think  fit  to  commence  (and  we 
hare  had  bd  iniiroation  of  that  sort)  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seitllog  OUT  diSerences.  Nay  more,  it  ia 
tear  to  commence  ia  June  next,  and  really,  to  my 
apprehension,  we  might  as  well  make  a  declara- 
tion of  war  lo  take  eSect  in  the  next  centurr,  as 
ID  Jane  next.  I  speak  as  to  the  power  of' this 
House,  as  well  aa  to  the  policy  of  the  thing. 

"Will  you  ibtD  sabmiti"  say  gentlemeti. 
"HaTB  you  not  recorded  a  vote  that  you  will  not 
submit  1"  UnquMtionably  I  have,  and  1  will 
not  submit.  What  is  Hubmiiision,  and  what  re- 
sislancel  By  submission  1  understood  either 
a  formal  renunciation  of  the  thing  in  dispute,  or 
a  passive  acquiescence  in  the  claims  of  your  ad- 
versarf.  When  you  say  that  yon  will  not  sub- 
mit, what  do  you  mean)  That  you  will  make 
ibebest  resistance  that  jott  can.  And  when  we 
have  made  this  determination,  we  come  to  the 
ereat  question  of  expediency,  as  to  what  is  that 
eeit  resistance?  Now  if  you  permit  iha  mer- 
chanlmen  to  arm  in  their  defence  vutanter,  and 
not  tell  the  British  Ministry  that  you  mean  to 
arm  next  yoir,  and  go  out  and  fl^ht  the  Knglisb 
■ad  French,  until  they  revoke  ineir  orders  and 
decrees,  what  follow*^  Why,  sir,  you  not  only 
make  resistance,  but  you  do  it  in  the  most  honor- 
able, niBDiy,  and  efieeioal  way,  and  therefore  in 
the  way  leading  most  directly  lo  a  restoration  of 
peace — not  to  a  good  understanding,  for  that  I 
fear  we  shall  never  have,  but  to  your  system,  Mr. 
Chairman,  of  "bands  og."  Can  Oreat  Britain 
undertake  fur  a  moment  to  consider  that  as  war 
npon  her,  which  she  requires  of  us  to  do,  in  order 
to  maintain  our  fair  neatralily,  viz:  to  resist  the 
decrees  of  Berlin,  Milan.  Bayoone,  or  anywhere 
else,  nan -rest  stance  lo  wiiich  is  the  plea  for  her 
Orders  in  Conncill  What  ofience  can  it  be  to 
herl  None,  sir;  and  yet  to  all  the  practical, 
beneBcial  efiecta  of  war,  such  a  system  would  be 
as  efficient  as  any  you  can  devise — as  war  itself. 
Can  France,  although  indeed  there  be  a  sort  of 
•ystem  wiibia  a  system  there,  whieh  I  do  not 
rcry  well  understand — can  France  say  that  your 
reaislance  to  what  ahe  calls  the  tyranny  of  the 
seas,  justifies  her  in  taking  anjr  hostile  steps 
against  you,  supposing  it  to  be  in  her  power? 
Unquestionably  not.  France  claims  the  power 
to  issue  certain  decrees,  on  the  ground  of  Eng- 
laod'a  having  ucurped  the  empire  of  the  ocean. 
Yaa  reaist  thai  usurpation.  Those  decrees,  then, 
are  not  in  any  respect  applicable  to  you )  for  I 
understand  your  ooo- resistance  to  be  the  sole 
aUeged  nause  of  those  decrees.  England  retali- 
ates the  system — why?  Because,  as  she  sayi, 
you  do  not  resist  ii.  France  isiues  her  decrees 
because  you  do  not  resist  (as  sbe  alleges)  the 
British  orders — England  issues  her  orders  because 
you  do  not  resist  the  French  decrees.  Now,  [ 
would  resist  both,  and  if  either  construe  that  re- 
sistance (whieh  they  hare  both  called  upon  you 
to  make)  into  war,  sod  do  nviwitluuadiiig  cap- 


ture  your  armed  ships,  why  ihen,  sir,  you  bars 
nothing  left  but  lo  annoy  them  by  er«ry  means 
iayour  power.  It  will  be  they  who  make  the 
war  and  not  yoorself;  and  that  circumstance 
will  unite  every  heart  and  hand  thronithout  the 
country  in  your  cause.  But,  sir.  I  believe  (al- 
though I  have  not  so  much  confidence  as  some 
gentlemen  have  in  the  wisdom  of  those  nations} 
that  they  have  rather  too  much  good  sense  thus 
to  act — thus  to  drive  you  Into  the  arms  of  the 
other  party. 

Let  your  merchants,  then,  go  and  arm  in  de- 
fence of  their  lawful  trade  against  French  decrees, 
British  Orders  in  Council,  and  anything  else  of  a 
similar  stamp,  and  let  the  nation  which  by  force 
shall  attempt  to  execute  them,  know  that  it  ia 
war.  Your  resistance,  according  to  their  own 
showing,  is  lawful— iliey  have  called  for  it— the 
withholding  ii  has  been  the  pretext  for  their  ag- 
gressions— and  the  first  gun  fired  on  you,  when 
so  resisting,  is  actual,  flagrant,  mortiime  war. 
Tou  then  ibrow  the  onus  on  them.  You  show 
the  people  that  it  was  not  within  the  power  of 
human  wisdom  to  have  devised  a  mode  of  keep- 
ing out  of  war  with  them — that  the  verv  proofs 
which  they  required  of  our  fair  neutrality  (re- 
sistance to  each  other's  monstrous  pretensions) 
hire  provoked  their  hostility— that  there  was  no 
alternative  but  war  or  embargo — and  who  knows, 
sir,  but  the  embargo  may  thereby  become  so  popu- 
Ur  a  measure  that  we  may  put  it  on  never  lo  be 
pulled  off  again;  that,  like  our  winding-ibeei,  we 
shall  be  buried  in  it. 

To  the  course  which  1  propose,  one  of  the 
strangest  objections  has  been  taken  that  human 
ingenuity  could  have  devised:  "that  if  you  au- 
thori2e  the  merchant  vessels  to  arm  and  make 
resistance,  they  will  not  arm;"  (which  proves 
ihat  there  is  no  occasion  for  arming  of  any  sort) 
— "or,  that  they  will  arm  and  yet  go  lo  England 
and  lake  license — pay  iribuie,"  If  a  reason  of 
this  kind  is  to  govern  us,  as  we  hare  fitted  out  the 
navy  the  best  use  that  I  know  for  it  will  be  lo 
Gghi  the  merchantmen,  to  make  them  fight  the 
French  and  English.  Suppose  you  issue  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  or  declare  war  and  com- 
mission privateers— the  same  thing  may  be  xaid, 
that  they  will  not  fight;  that  they  will  eo  to  Lon- 
don with  coliun,  and  pay  tribute.  You  must 
then  invent  some  mode  of  making  them  fight. 
Sir,  there  is  no  mode  of  making  men  fight  against 
their  will;  there  has  been  none  yet  ever  dertaed, 
nor  ever  will  be.  Do  gentlemen  know  so  little 
of  mankind ;  sre  ther  so  ignorant  of  the  character 
and  composition  ol  that  mixed  assemblage,  a 
nation ;  so  little  read  in  the  history  of  our  Revolu- 
tion, as  not  to  know  that  when  the  crisis — (Sir, 
this  ia  a  poor  worn-out  word,  I  hope  to  be  paiw 
doned  for  using  it,  it  sbaH  be  the  last  lime)  was 
over,  the  American  patriots  began  to  trade  with 
the  British  at  New  York,  and  elsewhere?  It  ia 
an  established  fact  that  they  engaged  in  what 
was  well  known  as  the  London  trade,  men,  too, 
who  fought  and  bled  and  gained  renown  in  the 
battles  of  their  country.  No  sooner  was  all  pros- 
pect of  subjugation  arei— they  did  not  wail  fot 
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preliminary  ariieles  of  peace — than  they  traded 
wilii  the  Englisb  ;  and  ihey  will  do  it  now,  even 
if  you  go  to  war,  except  it  b«  a  part  of  the  system 
lUat  Ibey  aball  not  trade  at  all,  not  eren  among 
themeelves.  Anoiber  strange  objeciioD  is  made 
to  this  system.  It  it  said  ihatAiaericaa  vessels 
will  go  to  St.  Bartholomew's  or  Gotteabutg— do 
matter  wbeir,  for  all  ifaey  want  ia  ao  eotrepAi, 
Qo  matter  who  the  buyers  or  sellers — that  at  this 
place  of  deposit  yoar  produce  will  be  lodged — 
that  the  Eoglisb  will  buy  it— that  France  baring 
DO  naTy,  will  come  Id  for  no  part  of  the  trade, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  will  operate  partially  against 
her.  We  have  carried  our  ideas  of  impartiality 
to  a  strange  length,  sir.  We  must  fight  impai' 
tially  and  trade  ditto.  But  ibe  lubaiance  of  the 
objection  is  this,  that  beeauseoneof  your  enemies, 
against  whom  yoii  are  making  resitiance  (such 
as  it  is)  has  not  a  powerful  nary  to  take  her  share 
of  your  trade  from  neutral  ports,  you  ought  not 
to  trade  at  all.  If  France  were  our  friend,  ally, 
benefactor,  gentlemen  could  state  this  and  it  might 
have  some  wetpht.  But  to  offer  it  as  a  reason 
for  abstaining  Irom  all  trade,  that  a  Power,  as- 
sumed to  be  your  enemy,  and  against  whom  you 
profess  to  make  snch  resistance,  lamenting  that 
It  is  in  your  power  to  do  so  [iiile — "wish  very 
much,  sir,  that  Florida  bcloogGd  to  her,  or  that 
shebadsomeproTtnceon  out  frontier — »ery  sorry 
indeed,  that  she  presents  no  vulnerable  point  to 
as,  but  that  is  not  our  fault"— that  we  sbould  ab- 
stain from  all  trade  because  this  Power  cannot 
leap  an  advantage  from  it.  is  a  novel  argument, 
indeed.  80  be  it.  It  then  seems,  sir,  that  by  a 
strange  derangement  of  intellect,  by  some  strange 
sort  of  logic,  which  I  do  not  understand,  and 
hope  I  never  shall — when  you  are  reduced  to 
lucb  a  siluatioD  in  which  you  cannot  injure  a 

Kwerful  foe,  you  are  bound  to  render  her  all  the 
nefit  you  can ;  and  her  not  receiving  her  full 
•nd  impartial  share  of  all  the  benefits  wliicb  may 
incidentally  accrue  from  any  of  your  measures, 
taken  pureLy  with  a  view  to  your  own  advantage, 
is  to  be  a  good  and  valid  reason  wby  you  should 
forego  those  measures!  That  you  must  continue 
to  suffer,  because,  if  you  get  relief  one  of  jour 
greaieitfoes  will  derive  no  beaefitfromit  I  This 
cannot  be  too  much  insisted  on ;  it  should,  if  pos- 
sible, be  driven  into  the  skull  of  every  bead  in  the 
country. 

But  this  plan,  it  seems,  does  not  sDii  the  ideas 
of  stmie  gentlemen  who  think  Tery  highly  of  the 
poiDl  of  honor,  who  thick  that  we  most  fight; 
that  we  muiit  draw  a  little  blood  from  the  sword 
■rm  to  gratify  this  puuGlilious  ilchingi  that  one 
of  two  courses  must  be  taken;  either  that  we 
must  set  too  to  drawing  it  from  our  own  citizens, 
or  march  forthwith  to  Canada.  This,  sir,  waa  the 
only  part,  as  1  could  apprehend  it,  of  my  worthy 
colleague's  argument  the  other  day,  that  did  not 
precisely  suit  my  conception  of  the  true  interests 
of  the  country ;  and  it  he  would  permit  me,  I 
would  observe  that  sapposing  his  statement  to  be 
true,  he  did  most  unquestionably  demonstrate  that 
the  embargo  would  have  been  a  wise,  au  efficient, 
and  Mluiary  meoture  by  way  of  ridei  to  the  t«- 


ductioD  of  Canada;  that  if  va  had  first  of  all 
overrun  Canada,  stormed  Quebec,  reduced  ibe 
piovincee  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Brunswick,  and 
then  laid  an  embargo,  it  would  have  bad  a  very 
salutary  operation.  Having  however  thus  un- 
luckily put  (be  cart  before  the  horse,  the  embar* 
go  before  the  conquest  of  Canada,  before  we  go 
10  mending  the  broken  gear  and  making  prepara- 
tion for  a  new  set  out,  a  little  rest,  and  some  con- 
sideration, would  not  be  amisi.  I  am  willing  to 
lake  up  some  of  the  ideas,  I  could  almost  say  aD, 
which  fell  fiom  the  gentleman  from  Massaehn- 
settB  and  my  colleaene.  [Mr.  Bdrwbll  said  that 
Mr.  K.  had  misunderstood  bis  argameat  he  pre- 
sumed. I  endeavored  (said  Mr.B.)  to  give  my 
opinion  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  go  to  war 
to  take  possessioit  of  Canada ;  hut  if  we  wer« 
forced  to  go  to  war,  there  ate  other  cooiidetatioii* 
connected  with  the  means  of  coercing  the  enemy 
to  do  us  justice  which  would  mhke  it  expedient 
to  taka  the  British  provinces:  and  my  argument 
in  relation  to  Canada  was  in  reply  to  an  ohserva- 
lioD  of  a  gentleman  from  Connectieul,  that  Can- 
ada had  obviated  much  of  the  effect  of  oar  em- 
bargo ;  if  so,  it  would  be  important,  were  ve  to 
go  to  war,  that  we  sbould  take  ponession  at  it, 
though  I  do  not  precisely  admit  his  position.]  Mt 
coUeague  (said  Mr.  Ranoolpb)  is  mistaken.  1 
think!  have  not  misunderstood  him,  even  ihongfa 
his  argument  was  addressed  to  the  g«nilemaa 
from  Connecticut,  by  way  of  reply.  The  embar- 
go has  nut  been  operative,  througli  the  inloreB- 
tion  of  Canada.  Whether  by  famishing  supplic* 
ofhetown  production  asibeinsiranwnt  of  drawing 
them  from  us,  is  immaterial — Canada  » the  cause. 
The  embargo  would  have  operated,  it  is  Mid,  but 
for  the  British  having  possession  of  Canada. 
Tiierefore,  sir.  ibe  Uking  of  Canada  ought  (by 
tha  statement)  to  have  preceded  the  emtMrgo,  as 
1  trust  ia  Qod  it  will  precede  the  next  that  is  hid. 
But,  sir,  why  take  Canada  now,  when  my  eot- 
league  tells  you,  aad  when  other  gentlemen  teil 
you,  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  re-adjustment; 
and  when  at  least,  it  is  demonstrable  tiiatthe  aort 
of  resistance  which  I  propose,  viz:  tbe  arming  of 
our  merchantmen  in  their  own  defence,  is  tbe 
kind  of  resistaoie  not  only  best  calculated  to  meet 
the  evil  against  which  we  would  guard,  bat  pre- 
sents the  best  possible  chance  of  h  re-adjuMmenl 
of  our  differences  7  For  if  we  say,  that,  at  taj 
future  day,  in  case  tbe  belligerents  do  not  conw 
to  our  terms,  we  will  let  fall  on  their  heads  let* 
ters  of  uiarque  and  reprisal,  as  you  said  by  yoH 
suspension  of  the  non-impoTtat>on  act,  and  cAt 
tu  suspend  the  embargo,  you  tnay  be  aure  that  such 
a  plan  will  not  procure  accommodation,  if  that 
be  your  object.  If  you  injure  a  man  and  he  ex- 
ercises his  rights  as  a  man,  and  defends  himadf 
without  overstepping  tbe  bounds  of  defence  so  ai 
to  make  him  the  aggressing  party,  it  is  much 
more  easy  for  you  to  come  to  an  accommodaliM 
than  if  he  were  to  say  to  you,  '^  I  will  on  soeh  a 
day  do  so  and  ao,  if  you  do  not  retract."  He  pan 
it  out  of  your  power  to  make  an  apologr,  whea 
he  says  that  he  will  fight  you  on  such  a  day  if 
you  do  not  render  him  jnsti(».    That  ia  not  tlw 
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way  ifial  tends  lo  an  honorable  adjusttDent  of 
ihe  dUpule,  or  aa  honorable  terminaiion  on  the 
Geld  of  bailie,  la  Tant  h  has  too  mucli  the  air  of 
a  bravaJo ;  and  as  we  have  been  suspected,  I  hope 
unjustly,  of  ^ning  into  this  son  of  thing  on  former 
occasionii,  ul  going  at  least  as  far  in  worila  as  la 
acts,  it  will  be  best  to  content  ourselves  with  the 
exercise  of  our  rizhtsoo  the  ocean.  Their  orders 
and  aecrees  conflict  with  those  fighl».  We  will 
TeMsl  them,  not  going  beyond  our  rights  as  ac- 
knowkiiged  by  the  laws  of  oatioas  and  even  by 
tbemselves.  If  they  use  force  against  us  in  the 
exercise  of  those  rights,  we  are  at  war  to  all  in- 
teuls  and  purposes,  ami  they  put  us  at  war.  Thifi 
course  would  be  calculated  to  produce  the  result 
whicli  1  have  do  doubt  my  colleague  has  as  much 
al  heart  as  ray^ielf.  Aud  it  is  ootairange  that  a  dif- 
ference of  D^iiiioD  sliotjid  exist  in  the  unsettled 
slaie  of  mind  in  which  we  hare  been  for  some 
lime  past — for  if  such  has  uot  been  our  situation, 
how  comes  it  that  we  have  done  nothing?  Or, 
if  we  have,  that  we  have  but  rescinded  to-day 
what  we  did  yesterday,  and  to-morrow  will  per* 
baps  undu  what  we  are  doing  to-day  1 

I  Deed  not  speak  of  the  navy  bill,  sir;  the  his- 
tory of  that  transaction  is  impresseii  much  more 
Etruogly  on  your  memory  than  it  is  on  mine.  I 
mUht  mention  another  bill.  1  think  it  was  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  the  I7th  or  18th  of  December,  that,  on 
the  plea  that  we  were  sleepiog  on  our  posts,  on 
the  piea  of  urgancy,  the  House  was  forced  into  a 
vote  on  a  report  of  a  memorable  and  honorable 
committee,  (of  foreign  relations,)  which  subject  in 
the  sh.ipe  of  a  bill  has  dosed  veryquifll^on  your 
ubie  from  tbai  day  to  this— I  {.peak  ol  the  non- 
inlercourae.  It  was  an  exprei^tion  used  by  geo- 
tlemeo  that  we  had  been  sleeping  on  our  posts; 
aod,  therefore,  it  was  necessary  that  we  should 
sit  up  one  night  fur  the  public  good.  There  are 
can-'^iilulions  in  ibis  Hou-<e  which  have  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  shook  of  that  night's  session. 
The  non-inlercourse,  the  navy  bill,  [be  tupple- 
in«nlary  embargo  bill — and  how  the  latter  parsed 
is  realty  a  cur iusiiy,  a  novelty  in  legislation.  The 
bill  came  from  the  Senate — it  came  from  a  Quar- 
ter, sir,  from  whence,  Ood  be  praised,  we  have 
liad  all  our  strong  doses, under  all  Administrations 

the  alien  and  sedition   laws,  ihe  suspension  of 

the  habeas  corpus,  the  new  treason  bill,  the  last 
su|>pletneniBry  eiabargo  bill,  ay,  sir,  and  the  first 
embargo  hill  loo;  ihey  all  came  from  the  same 
miDt,  and  I  liked  none  of  iheni — and  in  my  ca- 
pacity as  a  freeman  aod  a  legislator,  representing 
a  Tree  and  enlightened  peojil^  I  shall  here  and 
^l^ewhere.  without  any  sort  of  reserve,  ipejk  of 
(bem  as  I  think  they  merit;  exieoualing  nuthinj 
and  setting  dovn  naught  in  malice.  The  bill 
came  to  us  theo  from  the  Senate  on  Thursday 
tlie  22d  of  December,  and  was  proposed  to  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  fur  the  aeit  day,  Fri- 
day,  and  for  Saturday — bulh  days  were  uaiued. 
Some  seollemen  craved  only  till  Monday  to  con- 
Hide'r  the  numerous  and  important  provisions  of 
sucta  a  hill,  and  nearly  the  whole  d.iy  was  con- 
suixx«d  io  debate  nbeiber  the  bill  sbuuld  be  the 
lOlhCos.  2d  Sess.— 43 


order  of  the  diy  for  Monday  or  Saturday.  Saiar- 
day  was  carried;  the  delay  till  Monday  being 
sumpwhatsteroiy  refused;  even  the  postponement 
10  Saiurday  was  with  difficulty  obtained.  On 
Friday  this  House,  having  consumed  the  whole 
of  the  precedtog  day  in  debating  thai  imporiant 
point,  adjourned  over  to  Monday,  that  very  day 
lo  which  ihey  had  refused  to  postpone  the  bill,  it 
being,  like  the  report  of  ibe  committee  to  which 
I  have  just  alluded,  a  matter  of  such  urgency  ihajl 
it  could  not  be  delayed.  Monday  came,  and  a 
motion  was  made  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  from  its  farther  consideration.  It  waa 
rejected,  and  the  House  went  into  a  committee 
on  it.  Next  day  a  similar  motion  was  made  aotl 
carried,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  reported  on  the  following  morning 
(Wednesday.)  The  bill,  with  their  amendments, 
was  again  referred  to  a  Cummiltee  of  ihe  whole 
House,  and  made  Lhe  order  of  the  day  for  Friday; 
and  lhe  week  passed  off  without  any  further 
roenliun  of  this  urgent  business.  On  3>iturday. 
Ihe  last  day  of  the  year,  the  House  adjourned 
over  to  meet  on  Tuesday  the  3d  of  January. 
Tuesday  came  and  the  cunsideration  of  ihe  bUl 
was  at  lengih  resumed;  bui,  there  not  bfioga 
quorum,  the  House  .idjourned  by  a  vole  of  60  lo 
10.  The  next  day  the  uofinisbed  husinesn,  as  it 
is  called,  was  asked  for;  but  by  a  strange  aorl  of 
decision,  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  understand,  it 
was  determined,  by  a  formal  vote  too,  that  [here 
Vfis  a  nice  distinction  somewhere,  between  busi- 
ness QDlinished  and  unGnished  business — and  lo! 
what  does  the  House  but  lake  up  lhe  proposiiioD 
of  a  genileman  from  Vermont  to  repeal  the  em- 
bargo. Alibuugh  they  had  been  bolstering  up  [he 
embargo  before,  bititre.'>siDg  it,  a^  many  inielligent 
and  honest  men  b.'lieve,  at  the  expense  of  the  best 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  they  now  look  op 
lhe  resuluiiun  fur  repealing  ihe  embargo.  What 
happened  that  night,  God  known — but  ihe  next 
day  the  bill  was  reounieJ.  urgency  again  decreed, 
id  it  was  driven,  Jehu-like,  ihruugli  the  House, 
rough  all  its  siagps,  from  a  committee  lo  its 
tnird  reading  and  final  passage.  I,  who  have 
scarcely  been  able  to  hold  up  my  head  since  the 
nightwhen  that  report  was  so  vehemently  passed 

which  has  .-dept  so  soundly  '" 

Ihe  House  at  Q  or  10  o'clock 
of  speaking,  at  li  „       ,      .. 

BuS'riige.  But  somewhere  beiween  four  and  five 
o'clock  in  lhe  morning  I  wa.n  compelled  lo  leave 
ii;  aod  at  breakfast,  about  [wo  in  the  afiernooD 
on  that  day,  I  heard  that  lhe  bill  was  pas-ied — ' 
you  know  how,  sir.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  mentioned 
this  thing  nut  with  the  sllghtrsi  view  of  creating 
unpleasant  sensations  in  the  bo^om  of  any  human 
being — nothing  was  further  from  his  mind — but 
10  prevent,  if  possible,  the  recurrence  of  a  similaf 
circumstance;  and  lo  do  more — lo  show,  that 
alter  all  llieir  vibrations  aod  legislative  eonior- 
liuns.  ihey  had  come  back  lo  the  proposal  laid  on 
the  table  almost  the  Brat  day  of  the  se.-sion  to  re- 
peal lhe  embnrgo;  and  he  did  most  ecrdially  con- 
graiuiaie  every  man  to  the  House  upon  thii  eventf 


a  with  the  hope,  if  not 
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eicepi  thosf  gentiemen  who  contideted  ihe 
bargo  a  poliiical  psoaeea,  whicb  no  circuroi 
ees,  whai^oerer  Ik  ibe  consequence,  should  ever 
induce  us  to  gi»e  up.  He  Irusied  ihat  they  were 
few,  and  ihough  he  had  such  confideace  in  some 
oflheni  ihal  he  believed  aolhing  would  change 
their  opintOD.  he  hoped  ihal  [his  few  were  daily 
and  bourlv  dinjioishiDg. 

To  get  back,  in  his  rambling  way,  lo  this  L'eei- 
■ive  stroke — not  now^  but  some  time  or  other — of 
going  10  war,  of  taking  Canada.  It  would  be  a 
sort  of  deed  of  trust  from  the  body  politic — an 
instrument  with  which  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that 
we  gentlemen  from  the  South  are  hut  loo  well 
acquainted — a  deceitful  present  relief  at  the  ei- 
pe&bcof  a  certain  but  remote  evil ;  we  may  invert 
the  telescope  from  its  true  posiiion  and  the  evil 
lessens  to  our  view — but  the  day  must  come 
when  thit  pledge  must  be  redeemed — and  indeed 
whatever  cause  he  might  have  as  an  individual,  he 
•bould  not  like  lo  ^ive  bond  and  security  lo  figtil 
next  year.  He  might  in  the  mean  time  undergo 
a  great  revolution  ofopiuioa;  he  might  change 
fail  religioD,  perhaps  turn  Quaker — and  really  if 
lie  were  to  change  at  all,  he  believed  he  could 
not  do  better— for  thdrs  was  a  system  of  order, 
industry,  charity,  and  peace— of  comfort  and  af- 
fluence loo,  very  good  things  in  their  way. 

He  was  ajjaiiiEt  plunging  in  this  dashitig  way 
into  war;  because  there  was  a  possibility,  lo  say 
no  more  of  it,  and  his  colk-ague  (Mr.  Burwell) 
seemed  to  think,  a  pretty  good  hope,  thai  we 
mieht  gel  out  of  the  scripe  without  a  war.  prori- 
ded  we  would  lake  bis  prejcripiion.  He  fell  ibe 
more  and  more  indisposed  to  war,  and  should 
every  ilay  while  he  livt'd,  wheu  he  looked  at  cer- 
tain oonsetiuences  and  reflected  on  certain  doc- 
trines which  had  grown  too  ramilar,  io  his  appre- 
hension, to  Ibe  iui>i(Is  of  that  House.  We  too 
bad  a  navy.  It  bad  cost  us  near  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  about  ten  millions  of  which 
had  been  spent  by  the  former  Administration.  It 
had  cost  us  a  great  deal  more  than  Louisiana;  and 
be  ventured  to  say  that  none  but  those  gentlemen 
who  viewed  Louisiana  (as  he  did  the  embargo) 
as  a  positive  evil,  would  coniiider  our  navy  of  as 
mnch  importance  lo  us  as  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  cost  is  tremeodrjus  for  a  ma- 
ehioe  wnich,  If  ihey  adopted  bis  colleag-ue's  (Mr. 
NicsoLAs'sJ  prapoiiiloo,  must  be  enlarged,  re- 
paired, heaulined,  and  built  up  on  an  extended 
scale.  It  was  more  unfortunate  thnt  we  had  paid 
so  [Qucb  for  the  cost  ofa  machine  rusting  ail  the 
time  in  idleness.  We  might  then  calculate  from 
this  fact  what  this  cost  would  be,  provided  the 
House  adopted  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tirgitiia,  ia  iis  broad  Torm.  the  most  dan- 
gerous ever  presented  in  that  House — and  pledged 
the  nation  to  the  maritime  defence  of  commerce. 
From  the  commencement  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration to  the  present  day,  a  principle  So  abhor- 
rent lo  his  mind,  so  dangerous  to  the  liherlies  of 
this  country,  had  never  been  proposed  to  Congress. 
It  contemnUtes  a  pledge  of  every  drop  of  blood, 
of  every  sbilliag  of  money,  lo  the  maritime  pro- 
teciioD  of  commerce.    Ett  modu$  in  rebut.    He 


was  not  willing  on  one  dav  to  lay  the  axe  lo  the 
neck  of  commerce,  to  decollate  ber — aod  the  next 
day  10  decollate  himself,  to  commit  suicide  for 
the  sake  of  commerce.  If  commerce  could  noi 
lake  care  of  itself,  it  was  not  worth  caring  for. 
Bui  after  all  that  had  been  said  oo  the  subject  of 
a  navy,  properly  so  called,  ships  and  seamen 
would  somehow  or  other  work  out  iheir  own 
I  satvaiiun.  A  great  many  of  them  may  be  de- 
siroyed,  but  the  rest  would  make  suck  profiiaMe 
voyages  as  lo  induce  others  to  run  the  same  risk. 
He  looked  at  this  proposiiioa,  therefore,  with  af- 
fright. We  had  a  Navy  Departmeoi,  to  which, 
exojpcio,  prorusion  and  expense  were  incidental. 
It  was  an  establjshment  of  the  worst  kind^an 
esiahlishraent  of  disbursemeol  alone,  wiihaol  a 
chadow  of  beneSt — an  eslablisbmeot  which,  as 
managed  by  us,  was  a  mere  running  sore  ia  the 
body  politic.  If  he  were  an  Gaglishman  or  a 
Hollander,  whicb  thaok  Ood  he  was  not,  he 
would  advocate  a  navy.  As  an  Americaa,  al 
thi^  time  of  the  day,  at  least,  he  was  agiinit  ti. 
fur  the  plainest  of  all  reasons — that  it  was  not 
suited  to  the  time  and  our  circtirosunces,  aod  lel 
geoilenitn  say  what  they  will,  these  must  have 
their  weight.  And  what  had  been  heard  oo  ibal 
floor,  earning  iiot  from  men  of  doubtful  princi- 
ple.", but  from  good  Republicans,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, both  navy  and  anii-navy  men  7  Why,  6rsi, 
that  in  the  disiributinn  of  the  powers  of  Gorera- 
mciit  the  Execuiive share  is  too  small— next,  Ihal 
the  Qovernmenl  lacki  energy  ;  that  if  we  eann'it 
enforce  a  law,  however  arbitrary  and  nneooitiiu- 
tional,  ni^i  only  at  the  expense  of  a  limb  of  the 
body  poliiic.  but  of  the  very  trunk  iiself — '■  Away 
with  such  a  Government — it  wauts  energy  and 
force  ;  give  us  one  thai  has  some  strength."  Gen- 
tlemen want  it  lo  be  magnificeot.  slrOD',  able 
to  crush  all  opposition,  to  desiror  ibe  Stales. 
What  next  have  we  heard  7  "Thai  the  Eiecu- 
'  live  patronage  is,  as  it  were,  the  Priis'i^coual 
'  property,  aod  that  he  possesses  ihe  right  lo  do 
'  with  it  as  he  pleases;"  instead  of  considertog  ir 
a  trust  placed  m  his  hand,  as  it  is  even  in  litait- 
ed  monarchies,  to  be  exercised  under  soOitd  dis- 
cretion and  a  high  responsibility  for  the  general 

When  these  doctrines  are  broached  in  tiongrest, 
sir,  by  men  calling  themselves  Republicans,  and 
deemed  as  such,  I  am  compelled  to  recalled  the 
limes,  the  energetic  limes,  as  ihey  were  .sailed, 
when  the  Constilution  was  trampled  under  fool; 
when  some  men  dared  lo  risk  the  sentence,  ''ilial 
the  parchment  had  belter  he  hurnt."  f^mtin-'. 
willing  to  see  such  principles  govern,  lel  who 
will  be  at  the  head  of  affuirs;  and,  therefore,  I 
am  unwilling  lo  give  my  assent  lo  the  resolution 
of  the  genilemao  from  Virginia, (Mr.N[CHOi.i9,J 
which  hag  been,  with  his  characteristic  humabiir, 
charitably  adapted  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  £vi- 
WELL.)  for,  in  truth,  il  was  thtowo  an  orphan  oo 
the  wide  world  by  its  parent.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  time  may  not,  or  even  that  it  will  not,  come 
when  it  will  be  necessary  to  strike  at  Quebec; 
but  I  am  unwilling  lo  do  it  now,  when  ihere  re- 
ma  ina  one  chance  to  this  nation  of  preserving  the 
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blessings  of  p«ace;  for,  if  we  hare  a  war  or  thai 
sort,  commifsarirs  and  contractors  may  fallen, 
bot  the  public  will  be  impoverished;  and  scarce 
an^  man  wbo  hat  not  a  Tat  contract,  or  a  snug 
office,  will  be  enabled  to  pav  his  laies  and  maia- 
taJD  his  familf  in  the  way  tDey  have  been  accus- 

But  that  is  not  all,  sir.  If  we  plnnge  at  this 
moment  into  wai^~- For  to  my  mind  there  is  really 
Dot  one  atom  of  diSerence,  if  we  are  to  go  lo  war, 
between  this  day  and  the  first  of  June — who  can 
say  how  or  when  ihe  war  shall  end  f  And,  with 
an  empty  eichequer — for  to  all  practical  purposes 
the  exchequer  is  empty — with  a  revenue  depend- 
iug  wholly  on  loans,  would  it  be  very  astonishing 
if  the  same  causes  which  overthrew  ibe  most 
powerful  monarchy  in  Europe,  should  shake  a 
little  our  own  confederated  Republic  t     That  our 

E resent  form  of  OoTernment  should  be  destroyed 
y  the  same  cbU!«s  which  unquestionably  did  de- 
stroy our  late  ^Ternment  under  the  Confedera- 
tion? The  GroTernraent  of  France — a  populous 
country  as  we  all  know,  rich  in  internal  resources 
aimo^it  beyond  imagination — was  blest  or  cursed, 
as  you  please,  by  a  Minister  who  delermiaed  to 
carry  on  a  war  without  taxes — loans  were  to  sup- 
ply all  deficiencies.  The  experiment  ended  in 
the  subversion  of  the  QorernmeDt.  I  believe  that 
DO  man  can  doubt,  if  the  wnys  and  means  could 
ha»e  been  raised  in  1788,  that  the  French  Revo- 
lution would  never  have  taken  place.  Shall  we 
then  uonec^ssarily  (and  I  speak  of  it  in  this  point 
of  view  only)  expose  our  Qovernment  to  such 
shocks?  I  hope  not.  If  they  come,  1  am  for 
meeting  thetn  manfully.  Iti  that  event,  I  would 
hope  ihai  instead  of  destroying — for  we  ou^ht 
always,  to  hope  for  the  safety  of  the  Republic, 
however d^titute  of  ground  fur  it — it  will  tierve 
and  toughen  our  manhood;  that  it  will  chastise 
our  pampered — arrogance,  i  was  going  lo  say; 
thai  it  will  operate,  as  in  one  point  of  view  I  am 
willing  to  allow  that  the  embargo  may  have  ope- 
raied,  to  bring  old-fashioned  homeapun  principltta, 
as  wall  as  garments,  into  notice,  lo  repress  the 
rage  of  speculation,  and  reduce  our  bloated  lux- 
ury; iiffaci,  to  give  us  someihinK  more  of  a  na- 
tional character.  In  that  point  orview  1  am  will- 
ing td  allow  that  even  the  embargo  has  not  been 
withollt.in  salutary  effect. 
Thet^e.is  another  reason  why  I  am  unwilling 
,  to  take  the  attitude  recommended  to  us  by  the 

Gnileman  from  Virginia,  and  by  my  worthy  col- 
igue.  I  have  seen  in  this  House  a  proposition 
to  give  Efficiency  to  the  militia  ;  to  arm  Ihera;  to 
make  them  what  they  ought  to  be — but  what  I 
fear  tfaey  are  not — an  adequate  and  competent 
national  defence,  "damned  with  faint  praise,"  and 
a  litttepaliry,beg![arly  appropriation,  of  9^00.000 
■  Toted  Jor  that  object.  And  but  namca  regular 
force,  sir;  strike  but  the  naval  chord,  or  standing 
army,  call  them  roluoteeri  or  what  you  will,  the 
aound  vibrates  lo  your  heart;  you  loose  the  pur^e 
•tvin^,  and  pour  forth  the  national  treasure  with- 
out counting  it.  When  I  hear  principles  advo- 
cated against  which  I  always  did  and  alvays  will 
pfoteat,  and  when  I  see  the  policy  of  thia  House 


so  rariaot  from  what  I  conceive  it  ought  to  be,  I 
am  induced  to  lake  one  more  po:nibiluy,  atiotber 
chance  of  avoiding  immediate  war;  and,  there- 
fore, when  that  part  of  the  resolution  comes  up 
which  proposes  the  issuing  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  I  shall  move  you  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
change  it  from  its  present  noiteotous  and  dismay- 
ing aspect,  as  a  solemn  pledge  from  thia  nation 
for  the  maritime  protection  of  commerce  in  every 
sea,  to  what  I  conceive  it  ought  to  be — an  author- 
ity  to  our  merchants  lo  arm  and  defend  them- 
selves, and  resist  (not  submit  to)  those  decree* 
aod  Orders  in  Council,  which  we  have  declared 
we  will  resist ;  in  other  words,  that  we  will  not 
submit  to.  There  are  a  great  variety  of  opinions 
as  to  what  will  be  the  eventual  consequence ;  no 
man  can  precisely  see  the  issue;  but,  to  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  the  moat  promising  plan  that  has  been 
suggested.  Its  immediate  consequence  will  be, 
that  your  merchaQts  will  go  out  armed,  and,  if 
captured,  the  bile  and  rancor  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  instead  of  being  vented  in  sputter- 
ing and  spiteful  resolutions  against  their  own 
Government,  will  be  poured  forth  upon  the  ag- 
gressor. It  will  perhap*  restore  the  Government 
to  its  accustomed  popularity.  If  the  merchant 
feels,  he  will  know  from  whom — for,  will  he  dare 
to  come  back  and  say  that  you  ought  to  have 
kept  on  the  embargo?  No,  sir;  you  will  have 
permitted  him  lo  go  out  with  his  eye.i  open;  the 
Qovernment  will  liave  washed  its  hands  of  the 
thing.  The  merchants  will  become,  what  they 
ought  to  be,  the  carriers  of  your  produce,  the 
great  machinery  for  transporting  your  commodi- 
ties, instead  of  being  a  kind  of  political  caballers. 
Let  them  so  the  counting-bouse,  and  they  wilt 
have  enougli  lo  do;  give  them  employment,  and 
you  ^et  rid  of  their  complaints.  If  we  take  this 
step,  It  is  not  possible  that  Mr.  Canning — even 
he — I  beg  his  pardon — I  would  not  speak  harshly 
of  any  man  behind  his  bnck,  much  less  of  one 
that  is  three  thousand  mites  off— that  a  British 
Minister  could  have  tbe  face  to  construe  ibis  re< 
slstance  into  a  just  cause  of  war  on  their  part, 
"ummerra  will  protect  itself,  and  peace,  I  trust, 
viti  be  the  result. 

When  Mr.  Randolph  had  concluded,  tbeques- 
ion  was  taken  on  the  clause,  and  carried,  ayes  76. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  second  clause 
if  the  resolution,  viz:  that  part  which  relates  to 
ssuing  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 

Mr.  RAffDoLPB  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  resolu:ion,  and  insert  after  the  wurda 
'and  at  the  same  time"  the  words  "to  authorize 
he  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  owned 
vboUy  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  arm 
and  defend  against  any  armed  vessels  sailing  un- 
der tbe  British  or  French  flag,  so  long  as  theii 
orders  or  decrees  are  unrevoked. 

Eet,  after  slating  the  importance  of  the 

alternatives  presented  to  the  decision  of  the  Com- 

rai'lteeby  this  motion  fur  amendment,  moved  that 

the  Committee  now  rise,  to  give  time  fur  mature 

^liberation. — Agreed  to  without  debate. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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8  a  TDK  DAT,  February  4. 
Tbe  Spgakeb  laid  Iwl'ore  ibe  House  a  letter  rrom 
the  SedVeiary  of  State,  accompBnicd  with  hia  re- 
fott,  exhJbiiing  a  slBlemeDt  of  ibe  whole  riambrr 
of  persoDs  born  in  foreign  eoumries,  apd  leeally 
admilied  cilizeflsoflbe  Uailed  Siaieaby  natural- 
txalioD,  who  hare  been  rejiistered  as  AmericaD 
•eanien.  and  relorDed  as  aucb  to  ibe  DeparimeDl 
of  Stale,  according  to  the  lisiE  iransinitled  by  tbe 
Colleclon  of  tbe  Customs,  in  putsuance  of  the 
law  relative"  to  the  relief  and  protection  of  Amet' 
ican  ■eamcD,"  iraosmiiled  id  obedience  lo  a  reso- 
lution of  (his  House,  of  the  DiDih  ultimo;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Sfeakgk  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
/rom  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  with  a 
supplemenlary  report  aod  sundry  doGoinenis  in 
relaiiuD  to  iuTalid  peDsioners;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claim*. 

Mr.  HoLHEa  from  the  Coratniitee  of  Claim.i. 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  N.  Stout; 
wbtch  was  read  twice,  and  comniiiied  to  a  Com 
miiiee  of  (he  Wbole  on  Monday  next. 

Ur.  LiVEKHOBE  preneDIed  memorials  of  sundry 
iababitaDtsof  the  county  of  E»ez,  in  (he  State 
of  Massachusetts,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
■cribed,  respectively  praying  for  the  reasons  ihere- 
ID  «el  forlb,  that  the  serertl  laws  of  (Congress 
Uyineaad  enforcing  an  embargo  oa  allshipraod 
vesKels  in  the  pons  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Btaleii  may  be  repealed  ;  and  that  the  system  of 
JD(I,  equal,  and  liberal  policy,  which  beretnfore, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  memorialiiitB,  was  calcula- 
ted to  promote  tlie  honor,  dignity,  and  general 
welfare  of  the  Union,  may  be  restored.— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ibe  reso- 
ItilioD  proposed  by  Mr.NiCBOLAe,aQd  Mr,  Bacon, 
oo  the  IweDly-fourlb  and  iwenly-heventh  ultimo. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tiOB  of  the  Senate,  of  the  third  instant,  fur  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  jinrl.  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the 
pi<rt  of  this  HouFC,  to  ascertain  and  report  a 
node  of  emmiiiiog  the  votes  for  Prtstde&l  and 
Vice  Presideol,  and  of  notifying  the  perEon»  who 
•hall  be  elected  of  their  deciion ;  and  to  regulnti 
the  time,  place,  aud  manner  of  administering  Ihi 
oalli  of  office  lo  the  President:  Whereupon. 

Staolved,  That  this  House  doih  a«ree  lo  thi 
•aid  resolution;  and  that  Mr.  Nicbolab,  Mr. 
BaowN,  and  Mr.  CtiTTa.  be  appointed  a  commit- 
WeoD  the  part  of  this  House,  purstianl  thereto. 

The  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
aalhoiiziag  the  sale  and  grant  ol  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  public  land  lo  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Canal  Companv,"  was  read  Iwiceand  cum- 
niiied  to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 

The  Sfcakes  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
oftheCommiEsionerKof  the  Sinking  Fund, accom- 
panied with  rundry  documents  and  siatempn'ts, 
exhibittnfi  the  measures  authorised  by  the  board, 
aabsequent  to  their  report,  daied  tbe  fifth  ^f  Feb' 
ruary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod  eight; 
which  were  read,  aod  ordered  to  lie  on  ih«  table. 


BELlatOUS  SOCLETIES. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  incorporation  of 
religious  societies  la  the  District  of  Columbia 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  W.  Ai.aTaN  moved  to  reject  ir. 

The  motioD  was  supported  fay  Mr.  Ai^sronaDd 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tenoe.'see,  on  the  grouud  that  it 
bore  Ibe  appearance  of  commencing  an  eBtabh\b- 
ed  religion  in  tbis  country,  which  was  repngnaot 
to  the  principles  of  the  ConsiiiuiioD  ;  aod  that 
tbeSlaieshould  not  intermeddle  with  the  cburch; 
the  two, church  and  Slate,  being  wholly  dininci. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mesars.  Dav&n- 
POBT,  Lewis,  Vah  Hona,  Daka,  TAti-HAna^ 
GAHDEMiEft,  aod  Macoh.  for  (he  reason  that  iba 
House  had  heretofore  incorporated  turnpike  and 
library  companies,  aad  it  was  hoped  ibai  the 
House  would  not  shuw  so  much  disrespect  to  le- 
ligiuD  as  10  reject  it  on  its  first  appearance  in  tb« 
House  i  aod  that,  even  if  the  hill  were  not  perfect, 
it  might  be  amended  before  it  w  s  passed;  thai 
it  was  but  a  decent  atleutton  to  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  lucoosider  the  bill,  for  iheir 
petitions  were  too  much  disrecarded. 

Mr.  W.  At-STOH  finally  withdrew  his  moiioo, 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  secoikd  lime,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBABGO. 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  itself  tolo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wbole  on  Mr.  Nicbolab's  resolu- 
tion ;  tbe  question   pending  being  on  Mr.  Ram- 

Mr.  Key  said  he  had  never  risen  tindei  mora 
erobarraifmeot  lo  addres  a  pubLic  body  than  he 
now  did  ;  for  there  never  was  presented  to  him 
lu  act  upon  before,  a  auhjeci  of  so  momemnus  a 
nature — a  subject  which  involved  in  lis  discus- 
siuD  and  efiVcts,  ce, thinly  the  best  and  dearesi  in- 
terests of  tbe  country.  It  seems,  (said  be,)  if  I 
correctly  understood  iheproceedin^isofyeiierday, 
that  a  targe  majority  of  thin  Huu.se  is  determined 
lo  repeal  the  embargo,  but  that  a  great  diven-ily 
of  upioioD  Exists  as  to  tbe  measure  which  is  pro- 
per to  be  adopted  on  Its  repeal.  I  confess,  sir,  i 
feel  gratified  in  observing  that  diversity  of  opin- 
ion; for,  in  ihe  collision  of  contrary  seniinieat, 
much  good  may  elicit,  when  every  indirido'l 
ufiers  lu  the  House  bis  candid  vieWH  of  the  >ub- 
jeai.  And  I  nee  in  that  diversity  of  seoiimeDl, 
fir,  a  ptrdgc  of  sirong  attachment  lo  the  in'.rre^ls 
of  the  rounlry,  influencing  every  member  to  con- 
sult his  own   breast  as  lo  those  meaKurea  which 

.  shnli  best  promote  our  interest,  who  the  t^mharga 
shall  be  removed.  Various  propositions  havebcea 
Eubmiited  lo  the  Committee;  'lUi  before  1  examiae 
ibem  I  would  ask  every  member  of  ihiN  honot- 
able  body,  lo  consult  himKcIf  to  see  what  is  tt« 
end  proposed,  and  lo  consikier  tbe  means  in  aiiaia 
thot  end.  Is  lite  end  war?  Is  it  to  com  pi;  I  Fr,ifice 
io  respect  her  ireaiy  wiih  us;  or  lo  coerce  Great 
Briiain  to  make  one?  Certainly  not.  Tr.oe 
ideas  have  not  been  iidvanccd  iin  ihi>  floor.     What 

;ihen  dogenlleroen  cooiemplate  as  the  end  pi»- 
posedl  I  hope  it  islliis:  that  the  nalioo  shall  ha 
placed,  in  leUiioo  to  Atreigu  Powera,  in  the  sama 
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EJiuilion  in  which  it  stood,  anlerioi  to  ihe  passage 
of  ibe  orders, and  decrees.  I  wish  the  ground  I 
mein  to  occupy  in  ar^umeot.  to  be  disiincily  com' 
preliend*d ;  and  I  wish  genttemen  wouid  deeply 
reflfct  if,  on  raising  the  embargo,  ihey  mean  to 
place  ihemselres  in  the  same  position  In  whicb 
ihejr  stood,  anterior  to  the  causes  which  produced 
the  embargo.  If  this  be  the  end,  if  this  is  the  ob- 
ject, lei  the  wisdom  of  ihi^  House  derive  the 
means  mo!(I  suilBble  to  the  accomplishment  of 
that  end.  It  is  in  rain  to  call  uur  attention  to 
the  coarse  to  be  pursued,  i^nlejs  we  see.  and  Teel, 
and  examine  its  adequacy  to  the  end  proposed. 
Erery  honorable  member  will  mnke  up  his  own 
mind  as  to  bis  object;  and  then  consider  as  to  the 
meana  necessary  to  effect  it.  Some  gentlemen 
talk  ofwar,  High  and  honnrable  minds,  spurning 
(he  insults  done  lo  the  nation,  brine  into  pnblic 
discussion  those  feeling's  so  mucb  to  tie  estimated 
in  prJTate  Hie,  bat  which,  influencing  our  passions, 
toa  great  degree  impairoor  jirdgrnienis]  for  how- 
ever the  finer  feeling*  may  be  the  ornameni  of 
private  life,  in  legislation  the  cool  exercise  of  sound 
reason  is  more  to  be  desired.  A  nation's  honor 
is  a  nation's  happiness.  Oovernmenl  was  institu- 
ted for  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  thosy 
rneasaresaremosl  wise, andmosi  honorable,  whicJr 
best  promote  and  secure  it.  I  shall  not  speak  of 
war  with  respect  to  all  those  calamities  usually 
consequent  on  it,  for,  if  we  are  driven  into  it  by 
impetiousneces5ity,lknow  that  we  have  firmness 
enough  to  breast  it,  to  meet  the  shock  as  men 
ought — but  I  will  make  some  observations  on  it, 
to  show  gentlemen  why  1  think  that  the  first  pro- 
position ought  not  to  prevail  aspariof  our  system; 
and  especially  as  growing  out  of  the  feelings 
which  Qsva  been  ezpressea. 

A  large  army  bas  been  spoken  of.    If  our  ob' 
ject  be  the  proteoiion  of  maritime  rights,  and  se- 
curing the  enjoyment  of  the  ocean,  1  ask  gentli 
men  if  raising  a  body  of  fifty  thousand  men  we 
armed  and  well  disciplined  is  a  measure  whicb  i 
itself  can  in  any  means  insure  that  object  7    Bu 
niy  senilemen,  we  can  take  Canada,  and  injure 
one  of  uDr  enemies  by  conqaeriug  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nnva  Scotia.    And,  I  ask,  whet  then? 
Grratir^  gentlemen  lo  the  extent  of  their  wishes; 
place  Canada  in  nur  possession  ;  place  Halifai  ii 
jur  possession — won,  if  won,  at  great  cost;  ana 
iepi,  if  to  be  retained,  at  incessant  and  heavy 
expense — grant   all  ibis,  I  ask.gentlemen  will  it 
"urther  the  object  (hey  have  in  view  7     Can  a  sin- 
jle  ship,  if  the  whole  continent  was  in  our  pos- 
icssioD,  reach  an  European  port  in  more  safety 
ban  ahe  now  can  1     Are  the  means  proportioned 
o  that  end?    I  think  not.    If  we  are  to  seize 
io)d  of  this  lever  as  a  political  engine  to  operate 
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des,  I  would  calculate  with  the  precisioa 
and  coolness  of  a  counting-house.  The  nation 
ight  to  know  the  cos»;  we  ought  to  see  (he  ob- 
ci,  and,  when  accomplished,  a  reasonable  ground 
□f  belief  that  it  will  insure  the  end  designed.  If 
II  America  was  consolidated  into  one  great  Pow- 
T,  with  all  the  legions  of  Nnpoleon  and  the  funds 
of  France,  we  should  still  he,  as  Napoleon  now 
s,  incapable  of  getting  from  our  own  shores.  I 
ipeak  of  ibe  means  proposed  in  relation  to  the 
ind,  viz:  to  protect  and  enforce  our  maritime 
'lgh(s.  I  cannot  therefore  consent  tu  means  in- 
idequate  and  irrelevant  lo  the  end,  and  which  we 
have  not  the  physical  force  to  accomplish.  I 
ow  the  power  of  this  country  ;  T  believe  it  ii 
mpelent  to  the  reduction  of  the  British  pro- 
Qces.  [  have  very  little  doubt  of  it.  But  if 
nquered,  in  what  state  will  they  be  placed  io 
lation  to  us?  As  conquered  provinces.  Have 
mal  right  so  to  hold  them  1  Are 
poraied  as  Siates7  No  gentle- 
entertains  that  idea.  They  will 
only  be  held  as  a  slake  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
Great  Britain  todo  justice  to  us.  Would  thecon- 
quest  of  those  territories  have  such  effect  on  Great 
Britain  that  it  would  induce  her  lo  surrender 
rights  which  she  deems  essential  to  her  existence? 
She  would  suffer  her  provinces  lo  perish  before 
she  would  abandon  maritime  claims  of  such  mo- 
ment. Sir,  the  possession  of  those  provinces 
could  not  io  my  mind  operate  as  a  lever,  for  what 
man  Would  not  part  witn  a  member  when  his  life 
is  at  stake  7  Whnt  nation  would  not  lop  off  an 
extremity  before  she  would  sacrifice  a  principle 
which  she  holds  as  incorporated  with  her  ex- 
istence?  I  ask  gentlemen,  therefore,  if  the  eou- 
quest  of  these  countries  will  more  than  probabtf 
produce  the  effect  whicb  they  anticipate.  Pos- 
sibly it  may  not  produce  that  effect?  And  shall 
we  encounter  war  for  a  probable  or  possible  re> 
suit?  For^  whatever  these  provinces  might  have 
been  (o  Britain,  such  has  been  the  singular  and 
rapid  succession  of  events  in  Europe,  that  she 
seems  to  have  received  her  prosperity  and  safetf 
from  (he  band  of  her  most  deadly  enemy.  The 
attack  of  Bonaparte  on  Portugal  has  so  connect* 
ed  her  with  the  Brazils,  and  his  assault  on  Spain 
basso  identified  her  with  South  America,  that, 
whether  she  be  successful  or  not,  Britain  finds  am 
indemnity,  more  than  tenfold  for  what  she  would 
lose  by  our  capture  of  bet  Northern  provinces; 
she  will  have  derived  it  too  from  a  source  whicti 
never  meant  to  confer  prosperity  on  hei^^froM 
her  most  inveterate  enemy.  A  gentleman  frona 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Burwell,)  in  a  very  strong  argu- 
ment (though  I  differ  from  him  in  his  conclii- 
sions)  delivered  in  a  manner  the  most  gentlemanlr 
and  decorous  to  the  House  and  himself,  did  admit 
that  Great  Britain  never  before  Flood  so  high  and 
firm  as  she  does  now.  The  avenue*  opened  (o 
her  on  ihe  Southern  continent  will  tend  very 
much  to  the  furtherance  and  increase  of  ber  forca^ 
And  so  standing,  we  ought  not  to  wage  offeasire 
war  against  tbal  country  and  her  piorincei  in 
America  J  unless  gentlemen  can  demonilTaia  la 
us  that  i(  ia  our  loteresi  to  risk  their  eonqueatt 
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aod  when  we  have  expended  tbsI  sums  in  that 
conquest,  to  hold  ihem  as  provinces  or  to  incor- 
porate iheiD  as  Siaiei ;  UDle^s  iodeed  ne  consider 
them  Bsa  pledge  for  her  better  behaviour — a  pledge 
vhich  the  wilT  never  redeem  if  she  holds  to  those 
principle?,  which  all  believe  she  will  never  abau- 
doD.  Ooe  great  right  ia  contest,  which  we  are 
told  b;  her  Ministers  that  she  never  will  cede,  is 
the  right  to  search  AmericBQ  vessela  for  British 
Eeamea.  Does  any  rational  politician  believe 
that  if  she  consiiiers  that  practice  connected  wilb 
ber  ezi^tence,  »he  will  abaDdon  it  lo  recover  out 
of  our  hands  those  pravinces  which  al  any  mo- 
ment  we  can  allainT  Sorely  not,  sir — the  war 
will  be  of  a  different  cast.  I  do  therefore  suppose 
that  a  measure  of  this  nature,  until  war  becomes 
necessary  sad  indispensable,  ought  not  to  be  at- 
tempted. 

There  arf  other  causes  which  should  make  Ibia 
nation  pause  and  reflect,  before  it  atiempU  ofiea- 
sivewar.  Wearean  agiicuhural  people,  ■  peace- 
fnl  people.  The  bond  of  our  union  was  mutual 
defence.  We  ate  not  coosiituied  with  active  pow- 
ers for  offensive  operations ;  but  we  are  all-pow- 
erful for  defeusive  naeasures).  In  a  stale  of  war. 
armies  will  become  necessary  j  and  even  wheii 


Their  shield  and  sarely  is  a  well  regulated 
lilia.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  war  is  declared,  that 
we  shall  raise  a  great  force;  and  if  we  do,  it  is 
war  that  will  jeopardize  the  independence  of  the 
several  States.  Tbeir  security  ever  exists  on  a 
militia  officered  as  ibe  Consiituiioo  provides,  by 
themselves  ;  because  such  a  body  feels  local  Slate 
BltBcbments,  aud  does  not  look  up  to  the  General 
Qovernment  for  protection  aod  paironage.  An 
army  so  constructed  only  binds  more  Grmjy  the 
Republic  ;  but  a  standing  army  for  offensive  war 

foes  lo  shake  our  republican  iastilutions.  I  have 
Blely  seen,  what  does  in  my  mind  excite  some 
jealousy  on  these  subjects,  not  from  any  geoeial 
view  of  the  departmenla  of  our  Government,  but 
in  a  measure  emanating  from  one  department. 
It  shows,  if  danger  is  to  arise,  it  is  not  from  the 
States,  but  from  the  Greneral  Qovernment,  and 
Dot  to  the  General  Government  from  the  Stales. 
By  the  Coostiiution  a  State  can  raise  no  army  or 
navy,  and  has  no  protection  but  the  militia  offi- 
cered hy  iiself— and  yeL  sir,  1  have  seen  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Chief  Magis- 
trates of  the  different  States,  not  infringing  the 
letter  but  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  by  pre- 
acribing  lo  those  Governors  what  officers  in  the 
late  caO  for  their  quota  of  militia  they  shall  select. 
Il  would  properly  be  the  duly  of  that  departmenl 
to  say  what  number  of  the  mililia  should  form 
the  quota  of  each  Slate;  and  I  trust  our  Gov- 
ernors have  sufficient  respect  for  their  States  and 
the  Union  to  select  officers  most  competent  to 
command  them,  without  being  schooled  as  to  [he 
maDDer  of  selection,  suggested  to  them  in  lerms 
highly  ezcepliooable,  as  printed  in  the  circulars 
aaid  to  have  been  addressed  to  the  Executives  of 
the  different  Slates :—"  They  will  be  careful  in 
Ifaelr  selection  of  officers,  to  lake  such  as  can  be 
confided  in  for  all  purposes."    I  do  not  say  thai 


improper  purposes  were  intended.  Let  not  gen- 
tlemen misunderstand  me.  I  say  Ibai  ihe  De- 
partment of  War  has  no  right  to  interfrre  in  any 


iterferi 
of  officers  of  the  mi- 
litia, which  is  exclusively  confided  to  the  Slate 
Executives,  who  are  competent  at  all  times  to  do 
their  duty. 

Another  evil  grows  out  of  H-ar  and  a  standing 
army  :  a  va^l  patronage  is  placed  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  one  man,  and  I  would  not,  but  in  a  case 
of  absolute  imperious  necessity,  trust  any  man, 
even  the  humblest  in  society,  with  the  command 
and  palronage  of  fifly  ihousand  men  ;  a  power 
wbicn  io  republics  should  never  be  vested  in  any 
man  but  wnen  war  is  indispensable,  when  it  is 
forced  upon  us.  AmbjLioa  is  awakened  by  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  The  inxrament 
suggests  its  own  use;  and  ambition,  once  awaken- 
ed, [ike  jealousy,  makes  the  food  it  feeds  on.  Iron 
anil  sione  ate  two  of  the  most  inert  and  quiescent 
substances  in  nature — harmless  asunder,  bat  bring 
Ihem  in  contact,  and  the  collision  elicits  fire.  Su 
ibe  heart  of  man  aud  power,  are  safe  when  sepa- 
rate, but  when  united,  power  is  abased  by  almost 
as  unerring  a  law  of  nature  as  fire  is  produced 
J'rom  the  collision  of  flint  and  tteel.  This  stale 
#f  things,  this  danger,  invariably  grows  ont  of 
placing  power  in  the  bands  of  ooe  man,  of  which 
examples  may  readily  be  ciled  from  aocient  and 
modern  time!.  When  Cfasar  invaded  Gaul,  when 
Napoleon  was  at  the  military  scbooL  in  Pari^ 
when  Cromwell  petitioned  Charles  for  liberty  to 
come  10  America — these  men,  in  their  wanton 
dreams,  never  dreamt  of  the  guilty  aod  %iddy 
heights  to  which  their  ambition  ascended.  INiwcr 
was  at  hand  ;  they  seized  the  ready  instrument,  a 
slandiag  army,  and  history  in  blood  has  recorded 
the  consequenceii. 

Suppose  a  slate  of  things  to  have  occurred  in 
1S03;  similar  to  ibe  present — war  not  farced  upon 
us,  bul  fifty  thousand  men  raised,  the  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  President.  How  would  the  des- 
tinies of  the  nation  have  been  wielded,  if  Provi- 
dence had  taken  the  President  from  nsl  Who 
would  have  wielded  that  force?  Aaron  Burr— 
and  does  any  man  believe,  if  that  force  had  been 
at  bis  dispmal,  that  he  would  not  have  crimsoned 
the  Presidential  chair  with  the  best  blood  of  the 
country  before  be  would  haveleft  it?  Imeanno 
tmpulation  do  the  prese&t  or  the  future  President; 
I  do  not  believe  that  we  are  in  military  danger 
from  either.  But  the  country  that  acta  wi^iely 
will  never  place  in  any  bands,  but  in  extreme 
cases,  power  of  such  magnitude ;  and  I  believe  it 
is  a  maxim  consecrated  by  ages  "  that  the  people 
'  ate  never  in  so  much  danger  as  when  power  is 
'  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  of  whom  toey  have 
'  no  suspicion."  Take  history  through  and  yon 
will  find  it  so.  But  although,  io  the  bauds  of  lbs 
gentleman  now  in  office  or  his  successor,  this 
power  might  not  be  abused — and  1  mean  not  lo 
impute  to  them  motives  which  1  am  sure  they  ia 
not  possess — bul  a  few  lives  intervene  between 
them  and  some  one,  we  know  not  whom.  How 
he  would  wield  that  force  none  of  us  ean  say.  I 
am  confident  when  Burr  was  elected  totbe  Vice- 
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Presidenejr  by  a  ConiijluiioDsl  majority  oF  votes, 
DO  nan  then  dreamt  how  he  would  hare  abused 
lh«  pQwcr,  had  death  remoTed  (he  PrestdeDt.  My 
aigument  thED  is  this:  that  except  ia  a  moment 
of  eitfcmity  it  is  not  wise  Tor  a  Republicao  Got- 
eritmeDt  lo  resort  to  rainiag;  an  arm^, because  the 
possesion  of  power  begets  a  dispasiiioQ  to  abuBe 
jt,  which  otherwise  mi^ht  never  have  eiialed.  I 
would  not  go  to  war,  therefore,  unless  the  aation 
could  be  satisSed  of  ihe  cenaiDly  of  success,  and 
of  the  efiect  of  suck  success  on  such  end  an  they 
proproied  to  allajo,  1  am  coofideot,  if  we  bad 
conquered  the  British  pruTinces  and  hod  now 
imbodied  an  army  of  fiAy  thousand  men,  it 
would  La  no  degree  insure  to  us  the  free  naviga- 
liODof  Ihe  ocean.  I  have  made  these  observations, 
because  lo  my  mirid  they  have  weight  in  rejecting 
ibe  lecond  part  of  the  first  proposiiiiiti,  which  is 
war — 1  meau  the  grauliog  of  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal.  It  is  nor  general  or  perfect  war, 
but  it  IS  war  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  is  usually  ibe 
force DDoer  and  precursor  of  immediate  war.  If 
then  that  state  of  things  which  may  endanger  our 
Republican  instiiuiions  is  not  forced  upon  us,  I 
would  avoid  every  measure  leadin^t  to  war  ualil 
it  vras  indispensable.  I  say  nothing  of  the  hor- 
rors of  it  wliich  desolate  all  Europe.  We  are  as 
yet  a  peaceful  and  as  yet  a  happy  people,  and  I 
am  sure  we  all  feel  the  Eironge:!  desire  to  add  to 
that  happiness.  That  can  be  oesi  secured  by  con- 
tinuiog  at  peace,  ceriaioly  not  by  waging  of- 
fensive war.  Qenllemen  may  think,  i^ir,  that  I 
mean  to  submit.  I  do  not — 1  mean  to  chalk  out 
a  plan  precisely  commensurate  with  the  causes  of 
offence.  We  are  not  now  on  a  geneial  question 
of  peaoe  or  war ;  but  as  lo  what  measure  shall  be 
adopted  on  the  removal  of  the  embargo  lo  obviate 
tho»e  effects  against  which,  it  is  said,  Ihe  embargo 
was  ialended  lo  securn  us.  Why  was  the  em- 
bargo laid  7  I  do  not  speak  of  its  effects.  Out 
of  what  occasion  ditf  it  growl  CoasuJi  the  Ex- 
ecutive Message  lecommendiog  it.  From  the 
decrees  of  France  and  Orders  in  Council  of  Great 
Britain.  Was  it  not  to  obviate  the  iuconveaiences 
resulting  from  those  measures  that  the  embargo 
was  advised  nnd  laid  1  Remove  Ibe  embargo 
then,  and  what  measure  do  you  want?  A  mea- 
sure precisely  commensurate  with  tbe  cause  for 
which  you  laid  the  embargo— a  measure  to  resist 
those  (leciees  and  Orders  in  Council,  and  place 
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pedieat  to  retaliate  on  foreign  nations  for  their 
decrees  and  Orders  in  Council,  raise  the  embargo, 
because  it  is  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  end. 
And  what  should  you  substitute  in  the  place  of 
ill  A  line  of  conduct  cCimmensurate  with  the 
catlses  which  produced  that  measure.  The  ground 
1  mean  to  occupy  ia  this:  that  we  are  not  now 
debating  a  raeaaur?  for  the  redress  of  all  former 
evila  or  injuries  which  have  been  heaped  upon  us 
by  those  Qovetnments.  1  do  not  so  understand 
it ;  perhaps  I  am  wrong.  I  ask  gentlemen  to 
weigh  wtiatlbave  said,  and  to  say  whether,  if, 


we  remove  the  embargo,  the  substitute  ought  not 
to  be  a  measure  of  resistance  commensurate  with 
the  injury.  I  am  with  great  candor  and  sincerity 
delivering  the  little  all  of  my  mind  on  this  occa- 
sion.  I  ask  it  to  be  fairly  understood  and  dis- 
tincily  viewed,  and  I  would  then  asb  whether  the 
plan  wbicblshallmarkout,  instead  of  continuing 
the  embargo,  be  not  the  proper  substitute,  if  a 
substitute  must  be  bad?  The Britlshhave  claimed 
the  right  of  seiTching  our  vessels  for  British  sea- 
men.  This  claim  has  been  the  subject  of  treaty 
negotiation  lime  after  time ;  it  was  made  the  fine 
qua  non  of  a  treaty.  Tbe  British  Ministry  told 
you  that  the  nation  could  cot  come  up  to  the 
nark,  but  that  they  would  make  the  operation  of 
the  principle  as  little  oppressive  in  practice  aa 
they  could.  QranI  for  argument  sake  that  ibis 
arrangement  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  it  ought  lo 
have  been.  Do  gHntlemes  mean  to  adopt  a  mea- 
sure to  meet  that  T  If  so,  it  must  be  war  and  in- 
terminable war }  for  they  say  they  will  not  aban- 
don it,  and  we  say  we  will  insist  on  it.  1  want 
thai,  and  all  other  questions  to  be  left  open  ai 
before,  for,  although  our  commerce  was  greatly 
oppressed  under  that  practice,  still  it  flourished: 
our  country  prospered  and  grew  in  strength  and 

The  second  proposition  under  consid  era  lion, 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Bacon)  ^oes  too  far.  I  grant  that  it  is  not  up 
to  the  war  point ;  but  it  goes  too  far  from  the  line 
of  discrimination  which  I  make;  because  it  au- 
thorizes tbe  resistance  of  violations  of  our  general 
neutral  rights  claimed  on  our  part  to  be  exempted 
from,  and  on  the  part  of  the  British  to  be  enforced. 
It  is  interfering  with  tbe  state  of  things  wbieh 
existed  between  the  two  countries  before  Ihe  de- 
crees and  Orders  in  Conneil.  I  want  gentlemen 
to  repeal  the  embargo  because  it  isnolefficaeious, 
and  to  adopt  a  measure  (if  any  is  to  be  adopted) 
which  shall  be  precisely  commensurate  with  it. 
Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
though  not  up  to  the  war  mark,  is  too  far  from 
the  ground  which  I  occupy,  that  is,  to  place  tbia 
country  in  tbe  same  situation  in  respect  to  its  for- 
eif;n  relations  in  which  it  stood  when  the  decrees 
and  orders  were  passed,  lo  resist  which  or  to  cause 
which  to  be  repealed  the  embargo  was  laid.  Take 
it  off.  then,  and  take  a  substitute  which  shall  be 
coequal  with  il.  I  have  not  heard  yon  called  upon 
10  lake  off  the  embargo,  and  adopt  a  tneasore  to 
remedy  all  the  evils  occurring  before  it;  we 
should  by  this  get  iolo  a  state  of  things  which 
would  be  war.  The  House  will  pause,  reflect, 
ask  them.'telves  the  point  they  mean  lo  go  back 
to,  and  whenever  they  have  made  up  their  minds 
on  thai  point,  accordingly  as  they  delerminej  they 
will  be  for  war,  or  arming  our  merchant  ships,  to 
resisiseizure,  orany  searchgrowiogout  of  the  de- 
crees and  orders.  This  is  the  line  of  dislinction 
which  I  take.  It  is  not  hard  lo  be  drawn;  we 
know  the  diplomatic  battle-ground  antecedent  to 
the  orders  and  decrees.  Leave  it  open  to  nego- 
tiation. Reaioreus  toour ancient staieoflbingt. 
It  wa  were  oot  happy  with  many  rights  violated, 
it  was  at  least  mote  satisfactory  than  our  present 
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(iiuation.  And  ibis  is  preciiplf  wbai  the  Pmi- 
aentrecommeDded—forour  Mioisier  was  author- 
ized loeffer  la  England  a  repeal  of  tbe  embargo,  on 
>elciDdin|!  her  Oiders  in  Council,  and  lliia  wis  to 
|>roduce  the   enci-enibarao  »ltite  of  thingi.     Tlie 

Ei'oposiljon  oSered  by  ine  bonorable  ^enllemaD 
■om  Virginia  (Mr,  Rkniioi.pi9}  ytsierdaf,  wiih 
ksligbi  amendment,  will  meet  my  idea.  I  do  not 
■sk  gmllemeo  to  Eubmit  wlien  ibey  lake  off  ihe 
embargo.  They  have  told  ilie  nation  ibai  th^y 
will  not  Eubmii— 10  wbai7  To  genual  Tiolaiions 
of  our  rights?  So,  sir.  The  report  orourCom- 
milteeofForHgn  Relations  WBR  predicated  wholly 
on  the  decrees  and  Orders  in  Council,  and  ihey 
saw  no  alternative  but  iUhniission  ro  lliem,  war, 
or  crohargo.  These  arc  the  alternaliTeagrowing 
out  of  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  in  the 
opinioD  of  the  committee.  1  would  not  keep  on 
tbe  embargfo,  or  declare  wat^  neither  would  1 
Aubmit,  because  if  anythinf;  is  to  be  dune  I  would 
arm  our  TesseJs  to  resist  any  attempt  at  search 
under  those  orders.  1  ask  genileinen  if  this  be 
Dot  an  efficacious  plan — to  arm  for  the  ptirposeof 
'  resisting  those  decrees  and  those  orders,  to  cause 
which  to  be  reipoved  was  the  reason  whv  thpy 
laid  the  embargo'?  1  do  not  understand  the  em- 
,  bargo  as  having  been  laid  on  the  principle  that  it 
was  to  coerce  England  to  abandon  ihv  riphl  to 
ibe  impreismeni  ol  our  seamen,  i  do  not  under- 
atand  it  as  having  been  laid  to  produce  reparation 
for  theaHBck  do  the  Chesapeake.  All  these  were 
«anspitiag  causes  which  might  hare  led  to  tbe 
laying  of  it,  but  they  were  not  avowedly  by  this 
measure  intended  to  be  redressed.  Does  any  man 
believe  that  the  embargo  was  laid  to  continue  (ill 
Great  Britain  should  fonnally  abandon  the  right 
bf  impiesalDg  her  own  seameD  7  The  orders  and 
decrees  not  oeing  repealed  by  the  agency  of  tbe 
embargo,  gen tteinen   say  we   will  not  submit  (o 


tbem.  Oranied;  I  do  not  mean  ll.  I 
resist  in  terms  those  decrees,  and  I  mean  to  make 
my  teaistanct^  precisely  commensurate  with  the 
objects  which  that  measure  was  destined  to  attain. 
I  want  the  substitute,  if  we  are  to  have  one,  to  go 
a*  far  and  no  farther;  and  in  so  doing  and  going 
'no  farther,  I  believe  we  shall  act  wiselv.  I  think 
peace  may  grow  out  of  ii ;  and  weshsll  be  restoied 
10  ibat  slate  of  things  which  may  probably — I 
wish  to  God  I  could  say  certaiDly— at  no  distant 
May  induce  a  settlement  of  ouidtnerences.  If  we 
gfa  to  war  on  any  other  grounds,  we  say  that  we 
will  fight  Oreat  Britain  till  she  comes  to  our 
terms.  Sir,  gentlemen  will  pause,  will  consult 
their  pillow,  before  they  go  so  far;  they  will  leave 
the  door  If)  negoliaiiou  open.  To  me  this  seems 
an  bonorable  plan  aod  a  lair  course,  calculated  to 
Testore  our  country  lo  peace  within,  I  trust  to 
happiness  also,  and  to  a  fair  adjustment  of  our 
Other  difi^ren'ces.  I  have  listened  with  great  at* 
tealioD  to  e vary  observation  on  this  subject  which 
has  fallen  from  every  member  on  the  floor,  a  ' 
bate  said  nothing.  ■  But  1  should  be  wanting 
duty  to  ray  eoaniryand  respect  to  royselfif  1  did 
not,  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  I  could,  simply 
•Qbmitto  the  judgment  of  tbisHouaa  those  prop(>- 
aitions  wiiiclt  would  in  my  tniod  condoct  na  ' 


the  most  desired  issue — I  mean  the  moat  probable 
one  which  would  accomplish  our  end.  i  do  hope 
atid  iTUsI,  iftbe  embargo,  as  a  measure  of  coercion, 
was  laid  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  decrees 
and  orders,  that  gentlemen  will  vote  for  the  re- 
peel  of  the  embargo,  and  that  they  will  be  satis- 
lied  with  adopting  the  motion  which  I  have  pro- 
posed to  substitute — unless  indeed,  finding  the  iit- 
tfficieDcy  of  the  measure,  they  wtll  concur  In  an 
unconditional  repeal,  arid  make  another  effort  at 
negotiation,  unfettered  by  acts  that  diminish  tbe 
prospect  of  success. 

Mr.  MiLNOH  congratulated  the  House  on  tbe 
vole  of  yesterday.  He  hailed  it,  and  the  nation 
would  bail  it,  as  tbe  harbinger  of  a  ne\r  dav.  He 
received  it  as  a  proof  of  the  pairiotism  of  tbe  ma- 
of  this  House,  who,  seeing  the  natioo  se- 
y  oppressed  by  a  mcBeure  which  w>s  adopietl 
as  an  eiperimeoi,  and  which  had  failed  in  its 
objecl,  had  come  lo  a  resolution  to  relieve  tbe 
nation  from  its  farther  pressure.  I  coufesSj  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  M.,  tbat  ihe  second  pan  of  the 
proposition  now  before  you  has,  to  my  mind,  an 
aspect  of  a  highly  alarming  character.  If  I  cor- 
rectly understand  il.  it  leads  tbe  nation  to  direct 
and  open  warfare;  and^  indeed,  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  resolution  so  eijuained  it.  View- 
bis  light,  I  can  never  give  my  cocseot 
toil,  until  laro  convinced  that  the  nation  is  hrought 
into  tbat  situation,  that  there  is  no  other  mode  of 
saving  it.'i  honor  than  by  a  resort  to  war.  Believ- 
ing, as  1  do,  that  this  is  not  ibe  case  at  present^  I 
wish  to  offer  a  few  observations  to  the  Commit- 
tee, as  the  ground  upon  which  I  shall  oppose  the 
second  part  of  the  resolution,  and  of  course  why 
1  am  in  favor  of  striking  it  out,  for  tbe  purpose 
of  introducing  an  amendment.  When  a  nation 
is  about  to  involve  itself  in  war,  it  appears  tone 
that  it  should  not  only  be  convinced  that  the 
ground  of  war  is  a  just  one,  but  that  the  end  pro- 
jiosed  to  be  attained  by  war  is  probably  within 
lis  reach.  As  to  the  first  point,  I  have  no  hesila- 
lion  in  saying  that  the  two  great  belligerents  of 
Europe  have  given  us  ample  and  repeated  causes 
for  war.  On  that  ground,  therefore,  1  should  feel 
no  hesiiation  in  going  with  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  this  proposition,  did  I  believe  thai  tbe  policy 
of  this  nation  warranted  it,  and  that  the  end  pro- 
posed would  be,  tu  this  manner,  altaioed.  Ilis 
proper,  however,  mask  ourselves  in  what  way  we 
are  to  operite  on  the  belligerents  in  order  lo  pro- 
duce the  desired  effecL  It  has  been  said  by  gea- 
tlemen  who  appear  to  be  ready  for  the  adopiiiM 
bf  this  proposition,  that  we  can  attack  and  take 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  and  that  such  a  mea- 
sure would  be  severely  felt  by  Great  Britain. 
That  weare  competent  to  take  Canada  I  haveao 
doubt ;  bul  I  am  so  far  from  believing  ihal  the 
conquest  of  Nova  Scotia  would  be  an  easy  task, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  naiioi 
to  accomplish  il,  unless  we  could  Grsi  procure  is 
ourselves  an  ascendency  on  theocean.    Tfaaid«" 


not  appear  to  be  proba'jie  at  this  time.  I  am 
therefore  persuaded  that  our  only  operation  in 
lhal  quarter  would  be  the  taking  ol  Canada.  Tiw 
gentleman  last  up  (Mr.  Kct}  has  shown  very 
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cltarly  tbat  the  eooque^t  of  Cannda,  and  the  se- 
curing of  thai  ctfnquest,  would  cost  more  than  it 
would  be  worth;  and  that  it  would  not  he  effi- 
cient for  ihe  object  for  which  we  shoold  altempt 
it.  I  belJeTC  that  ezpprienee,  in  a  little  time, 
would  teach  Great  Britain  that  the  loss  of  Canada 
ivould  be,  in  fact,  an  iromalertal  loss  to  her  eni' 
ptre.  But,  in  eoother  point  of  vie  w,  tfaiscooquest 
mighi  have  a  rery  injurious  effect  on  our  affairs. 
At  presi^nt,  there  can  be  no  douhi  hut  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  are  tnueli  divided  in  opinion  in 
respect  to  their  hostile  measures  against  onr  neu- 
tral rights.  I  do  not  believe  thaL  the  people  of 
ihat  nation  can  be  unanimous  in  a  measure  which 
the  Ministry  themselves  do  not  justify  as  ■ 
right,  but  as  a  measure  of  necessary  reialiaiion 
upon  iheir  en*my.  If,  in-order  to  redress  our- 
selv»,  we  make  an  attack  upon  a  pan  of  the 
British  Empire  and  dismember  it,  we  at  once 
arouse  the  pride  of  the  peo|ile,  induce  them  to 
attach  themselves  to  their  Government,  to  justify 
Iheir  measured  of  retaliation  upon  us,  and  thus. 
in  all  prohability, prolong  thecanlesl,and  perpet- 
uate those  measures  of  which  we  Complain.  In 
what  other  way  could  we  operate  on  Great  Brit- 
ain ID  such  a  manner  as  to  make  any  great  im- 
pression on  her  T  I  know  that  it  i$  the  belief  of 
aome  persons  that  we  could,  by  fitting  out  priva- 
teers, so  harass  her  commerce  as  to  make  a  very 
serious  impressioo  on  her,  and  at  the  same  time 
iodeniutfy  our  merchants  for  their  losses  id  (he 
coolest.  I  confess  that  1  have  not  full  faith  in 
this  part  of  the  experiment.  I  believe  we  should 
find  ihat  the  impteifion  to  be  made  on  1 
merce  in  this  way  would  not  be  anythioc  equal 
to  what  was  made  by  us  daring  our  Revolution- 
ary war.  At  that  time  the  system  of  convoy; 
was  Dot  carried  to  the  eitent  that  it  now  is  ;  at 
that  time  the  merchant  ships  frequently  crossed 
Ihe  ocean  singty,  or  in  companies  of  two  or  three 
together,  and  therefore  it  was  in  the  power  of  oar 
privateers  to  capture  and  brinr  in  many  of  them. 
Few  are  now  permitted  to  saiT  siogly  ;  they  gen- 
erally go  under  the  protection  of  strong  convoys, 
I  believe,  therefore,  (hat  it  would  soon  be  found 
ihat  privateering  would  be  an  extremely  unprofit- 
able biisiDess.  If,  then,  we  could  not  make  a  se- 
rious impression,  by  our  efforts  either  on  land  oi 
water,  I  would  ask  in  what  way  are  we  likely  to 
accomplish  the  object  in  view?  To  carry  on  a 
war  against  us,  it  appears  to  me  that  Great  Brit- 
ain wouJd  be  put  to  very  liiile  additional  expense. 
She  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  every  means  of 
offence  and  defence  against  her  Europeao  ene- 
mies; and  the  very  weapons  which  slie  raakes 
leof  against  them  she  could,  in  part,  turn  against 
I,  wiihoot  adding  anything  to  ber  expenditure. 
'bus,  while  she  can  carry  on  the  war  with  facil- 
ity agaiosi  UK,  it  will  be  far  different  with  us.  Bv 
going  to  war  we  deprive  ounclves  of  almost  all 
the  commerce  of  the  world  ;  we  deprive  ourselves 
of  the  opporiuniiy  of  deriving  revenue  from  those 
•ourcea  from  which  we  have  hitherto  received 
it;  and,  at  the- same  lime,  reduce  our  citizens  to 
auch  a  ai  mat  ion  of  distress  and  privation  as  to 
leader  them  wholly  unable  to  bear  the  burden  of 


internal  taxes  which  must  be  r> 


riZ 


L  invulnerable;  I  believe  that  ih.-re  is 
no  sacrifice  which  would  not  be  cheerfully  offered 
ip  by  our  fellow-citizens  in  support  of  such  a 
var ;  there  the  hands  and  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  with  you ;  but  when  we  are  called 
upon  to  enter  into  a  war  of  offence  for  the  aiiain- 
ment  and  security  of  certain  ends,  which  there  is 
by  no  means  a  certainly  of  attaining)  a  war,  of 
'  '  "i  it  is  impossible  to  forei'ea  the  coni>equences 
fix  the  prohnble  period  of  lU  terminalion  ; 
it  is  putting  the  happiness  andsafeiy  of  our  coun- 
try loo  much  at  ri^ilc  to  plunge  into  such  a  war, 
Tou  may  involve  the  nation  in  such  A  war,  and 
when  they  find  themselves  engaged  in  it,  they 
will  feel  bound  to  carry  it  on;  bbt  I  venture  to 
predict  thai  ihe  Administration,  or  the  miijority, 
which  involves  the  nation  in  ^uch  n  war,  will  not 
long  exist.  The  nation  is  not  prepared  for  war. 
It  has  been  justly  observed,  sir.  tliat  the  nation  it 
yet  in  a  state  of  infancy ;  11  is  growing  fast,  and 
if  nothing  to  impede  its  growth  or  destroy  ill 
strength  be  done  at  this  day,  it  will  soon  assume 
the  form  and  vigor  of  manhood  ;  it  will  soon  ar- 
rive at  thai  masculine  state,  thai  it  will  be  able 
not  only  to  repel  aggressions,  but  to  chastise  th< 
aggressors.  I  have  already  staled  that,  in  a  just 
and  necessary  war.  a  war  which  is  no  lonser  10 
be  avoided  without  a  sacrifice  of  naiiunal  oonor 
and  natinnal  rights,  I  shall  be  as  ready  to  engage 
as  any  man  in  ihe  nation;  but  I  do  not  believe 
we  are  yet  reduced  to  that  situation ;  and  when  I 
view  the  critical  siiuation  of  the  European  world 
engaged  in  a  most  sanguinary  cunfiici,  and  Chen 
turn  my  eyes  to  the  peaceful  and  happy  situation 
of  my  own  country,  I  cannot  conseut  to  engage 
her  rashly  in  the  doubtful  contest. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  our  foreign  re- 
lations states  three  aliernaiives,  out  of  which  it  is 
said  we  must  take  a  choice.;  these  are,  embargo, 
war,  or  submission.  The  last  is  rejected  by  eve- 
ry miin.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  there  is  only 
a  choice  between  embargo  and  war.  If  the  ar- 
guments of  gentlemen  in  the  minority  had  been 
attended  to,  if  they  had  been  coolly  and  caiefully 
weighed  and  examined,  I  think  it  would  have 
been  seen  that  there  was  another  course,  a  path 
by  #bich  we  could  travel  in  safely,  which,  while 
it  would  lead  us  from  embargo,  would  avoid  war. 
This  path  has  been  repeatedly  pointetl  out  to  yon 
before  this  day  ;  and  has  been  now  again  repeal- 
ed by  the  genileman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Key.) 
It  is  this:  repeal  your  embargo,  and  suffer  year 
merchimti  to  arm  iheir  ships  in  their  own  de- 
fence,  to  resist  the  violation  of  our  lawful  com- 
merce. I  would  not  grant  them  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  because  that  would  be  war.  but  I 
would  authorize  them, in  every  case,  to  resist  un- 
lawful seizures  ai)d  deteniions.  If  I  have  any 
idea  of  what  would  be  the  true  course  of  policy 
for  this  Government  to  pursue,  this  is  that  course. 
If  1  have  a  right  ODderstanding  of  what  is  truly 
meant  by  the  terms  submission  and  resistance,  1 
most  certainly  think  the  propoaitioa  I  hare  mad* 
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is  esseniially  reiiMauce ;  iliai  son  of  resjaunce 
which  our  couniry  is  capable  of  making,  and 
nhich  troulJ  show  to  che  eneiny  that  we  would 
DOt  submit  to  their  unju-st  orders  and  decrees.  I 
sball  not  now  eater  into  an  argument  to  show 
that  iha  embitrgo  is  submission  ;  Ihnt  has  been 
(ufficiently  done  on  a  rormer  occasioa.  I  never 
did  believe  that  ihe  embargo  would  liave  a  co- 
ercive efieci  on  either  of  the  belligerents.  En- 
lerlaiaini;  this  opinion,  when  I  mw  ibe  nation 
retiring  from  the  ocean,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ef' 
fects  of  the  injurious  orders  and  decrees  of  other 
Powers,  in  compliance,  as  it  were,  with  their 
mandtles,  it  appeared  to  me  as  the  most  com- 
plete, nut  to  say  disgraceful,  submission. 

A  gentletnan  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R. 
Williams,)  addressed  you  a  few  days  ago,  sir, 
and  told  you  (hat  he  considered  the  minority  as 
holding  tiie  destinies  of  the  nation;  that  it  was 
in  their  power  to  regulate  the  course  hereafter  to 
be  pursued.  I  confess  thai,  when  che  gentleman 
made  chat  observation,  it  eiciied  some  surprise 
a*  well  as  pleasure  in  my  mind.  I  felt  happy  in 
the  momentary  idea,  that  I  might,  perhaps,  be 
instrumental  in  so  ilirectiog  the  course  of  this 
nation,  that  we  might  at  once  avoid  Scyila  and 
Charybdis.  I  could  not,  however,  dialioclly  un- 
dersland  the  gentleman's  meaning  in  the  declara- 
tion which  he  made.  He  did  not  tell  us  in  what 
wav  the  minority  possessed  the  power  which  he 
spoEoof ;  he  did  not  explain  himself  sufficiently 
to  show  that  the  minority  do  indeed  bold  (he  des- 
tinies of  the  nation  in  ihi'ir  hands.  Sir,  the  des- 
tinies of  the  nation,  so  far  as  human  power 
ezlends,  are  and  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  raa- 
joriiy  ;  they  are  responsible  to  the  nation  for  the 
course  which  shall  be  pursued,  and  it  is  not  in 
their  power  by  any  legerdemain  to  shift  that  re- 
sponsibility from  their  shoulders  to  those  of  the 
minority.  I  believe  that,  so  far  as  the  power  of 
the  minority  extends,  they  would  use  it  to  direct 
the  course  of  the  nation  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
promote  its  peace,  happiness,  and  lasting  pros- 
perity; and  could  they,  indeed,  guide  its  desii- 
nies,  they  would,  on  the  one  hand,  spurn  the  idea 
of  submitting  the  rights  and  independence  of  the 
nation,  while,  on  the  other,  ihey  would,  if  possi- 
ble, avoid  involving  ibeir  country  in  a  calamitous 
and  ruinous  war. 

There  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  tliissub- 
jeci  has  passed  over  my  mind,  and  on  which  I 
feel  extreme  delicacv  in  expressing  myself,  be- 
cause I  do  not  know  now  far  it  may  be  alloivable 
for  me  to  touch  on  a  topic,  into  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  enter  improperly,  but  which  is  so  impor- 
tant thai  I  have  never  lost  sight  of  it  when  con- 
sidering this  subject.  As  the  resolution  is  penned, 
it  contemplates  a  hostile  resistaocfl  to  both  belli- 
^rents ;  an  offensive  war  against  them.  Its  ob- 
ject has  been  so  explained  by  llie gentleman  who 
brought  it  forward.  I  endeavored  lo  show,  when 
I  first  rose,  how  far  we  might  operate  against 
Great  Britain  in  an  offensive  war.  Can  we  act 
wtib  any  great  effect  upon  France  1  Have  we 
those  means  of  operating  upon  her  bv  war,  so  as 
to  induce  her  to  rescind  oer  decrees  ?    I  confess 


I  have  never  yet  been  able  lo  see  where  she  is 
vulnerable  lo  attack  from  ns,  or  how  she  is  lo 
make  an  Qliick  on  us.  She  has  no  po:>xessions  on 
this  continent,  nor  any  commerce  on  the  ocean. 
To  me  it  appears  that,  although  we  ostensibly 
make  a  declaration  of  war  against  both  bellig«renli, 
the  cuniesi,  in  reality,  will  be  bm  with  one.  Wbra 
we  shall  have  enlered  into  ibis  contest,  we  shall 
find  ihai,  with  Oreat  BriUip,  we  shall  have  aa 
active  conflict,  with  France  a  mere  war  of  words; 
with  tier,  action  cannot  take  place.  After  we 
staiU  have  been  engaged  in  ihe  contest  for  a  short 
time,  having  received  many  severe  and  bloody 
blows  from  Great  Britain,  the  irritation  of  the 
nation  would  be  excited  to  the  highest  possible 
degree,  and  of  course  the  disposiliou  to  coniinae 
the  war  with  her  would  be  greatly  increased.  On 
(he  pari  of  France  no  such  circomMances  eoold 
occur.  Having  felt  no  serious  effects  from  her 
hostility,  we  should  have  no  strong  incentive, 
arising  from  suffering,  to  continue  a  war  with  her. 
The  higher  the  irritation  was  excited  againsi  the 
one,  the  more  it  would  be  allayed  toward*  the 
other. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French,  seeing  one  of  the 
fondest  objects  of  his  solicitude  accompli  shed, 
thai  of  inducing  America  lo  follow  the  example 
of  the  European  nations,  by  engaging  in  ihe  war 
againsi  Great  Britain;  seeing  us  engaged  in  a 
contest  from  which  we  cannot  withdraw,  with- 
out dishonor  and  disgr3ce,wiilcome  to  an  accom- 
modation with  us.  1  know  not  what  other  gea- 
ilemen  may  think  of  such  a  result  as  this,  but  I 
confess  that  1  do  not  wish  to  see  it.  Sir,  I  dread 
that  man's  friendship  infinitely  raore  than  his 
enmity;  that  kind  of  friendship,  1  mean,  which 
would  connect  us  with  him  as  his  allies;  I  shrink 
from  it  with  horror.  Where  is  the  nation  which 
has  nccepted  of  his  friendship,  that  is  not  now  his 
vassal  1  Peihnps  there  is  one  solitary  inslancf  lo 
ihe  contrary ;  Russia  may  he  an  exception,  thanks 
(o  her  power.  Bu(,  excepiing  this,  where  is  the 
nation  lo  whom  he  has  extended  his  friendly 
hand,  that  ils  touch,  more  deleterious  in  its  effect! 
than  the  poisonous  effluvia  of  the  bohon  upas, has 
not  quickly  wtihered  their  liberties?  Believing 
that  all  Ihe  professtons  of  ihis  man,  about  the 
freedom  of  che  seas,  are  insincere  and  hallow; 
IhaC  be  has  no  more  reeard  for  the  freedom  of 
the  seas  than  for  the  liberty  of  ihe  land.  I  have 
no  desire  to  join  him  in  che  contest.  Were  we 
now  to  humble  Great  Britain,  to  get  possession  of 
her  fleet,  and  to  rule  ever  Europe,  is  there  any 

{enileraen  in  this  Committee  who  can  persntda 
imself,  for  an  instant  that  he  would  respect  (h« 
liberty  of  ibe  seas?  If  any  gentlemao,  with  all 
ihe  experience  which  we  have  had  of  ihe  con- 
duct of  that  man.  can  persaade  bintsclf  of  such 
a  result,  I  should  pity  his  head  while  I  did  jos- 
(ice  to  his  heart.  I  have  no  doubt,  in  case  the 
event  alluded  to  takes  place,  ibat  we  ahall  have 
the  highest  professions  of  friendship;  not  oolf 
irofessions,  sir,  but  acts.  No  doubt  but  he  wonld 
le  generous  eoougb  to  loan  us  money,  and  offir 
«rs  and  men  to  carry  on  his  war.  Heleni  ibein 
(o  Spain,  sir ;  he  sent  hit  officera  <uid  his  legioni 
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ima  ber  empire  for  her  proleciioo;  and  when  be 
had  got  them  placed  at  the  proper  points,  he  iheo 
did  ai,  in  every  other  iDstaace  tie  had  done  where 
he  bad  the  power;  he  told  them  they  were  no 
longer  free,  that  Spaio  was  do  lunger  a  dbiIod) 
that  thev  must  accept  of  a  new  maater.  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  but  he  would  pursue  the  same 
cogrse  with  us,  if  he  had  the  opporiuoitr.  He 
would  Dol  only  lead  us  the  mtans  of  subjugating 
us,  but,  Id  his  gracious  condeieension,  I  bave  no 
doubt  but  he  would  also  lend  us  a  roval  brother 
to  rule  over  us,  tuameliorate  our  candilioD. 

Qeutlemeo  may  suppose,  sir,  that  these  are 
mere  fancUul  ideas,  which  we  are  io  do  danger  of 
realizing.  I  hope,  indeed,  we  ihall  not  realize 
them  i  and  that,  in  order,  to  e&cape  a  reauh  so  ca- 
lamitous, we  shall  avoid  the  ensoariag  friendship 
pf  that  man.  Viewing,  tlie  present  iliMsirout 
siiuaiiou  of  the  world  ;  seeing  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope groaning  under  the  miseries  of  war  and  den- 
otation ;  engaged  in  a  contest,  to  the  lermioation 
of  which  DO  men  can  look  .with  any  eeriainiy,  i 
am  anxionsly  desirous  of  preserving  ray  country 
from  iis  voriei.  Whether  the  Coramitiee  shall 
beofopiDbn  with  me  that  the  daagers  I  have 
pointed  out  are  to  be  apprehended  or  not,  yet  the 
calamities  and  disasters  of  war  are  90  great,  that 
we  ought  to  pause  end  to  ask  ourselvei,  whet  is 
its  object,  and  what  will  be  the  piobable  re^uitl 
Is  there  any  probability  that,  bv  entering  into  a 
war  at  this  time,  with  both  France  and  Qreat 
Britain,  we  can  accomplish  the  object  we  have  in 
view  1  Can  we  so  act  npon  them  as  to  corttpet 
them  to  indemnify  us  for  the  post,  or  to  respect 
out  rights  for  ibe  future  7  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  sir,  what  I  conscienliously  believe,  that  we 
canoot.  Impressed  with  this  film  coovictioD,  I 
trust  that  the  good  sense  of  this  Committee  will 
induce  them,  hefore  they  try  the  last  awful  resort, 
to  use  every  honorable  expedient  for  the  preset' 
ration  of  peace. 

I  shall  be  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  words  of 
the  resolution  which  relate  to  granting  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal ;  but  I  do  not  very  well  like 


the  a 


lan  frt 


;Dt  offered   by  the  faouorable  eeni 
a  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  in  lieu 


them.  I  had  drawn  up  an  amendment  which  1 
bad  wished  10  have  proposed  ;  and,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Committee,  I  will  read  it.  It  is  10 
follow  the  word  "'auiiiorizing."  in  the  resolution, 
and  is  in  these  words : 

■■  Under  initaUe  r^olationi  and  featrictioDs,  to  be 
provided  bv  law,  the  citizens  of  the  United  Blalvs  to 
ann  Ibetr  snipE,  for  their  own  deiencc,  against  illegal 
Boizures  and  detentioiu  when  engaged  in  lawfnl  com- 

The  differenoe  between  the  amendment  under 
conaideiation,  and  that  which  I  propose,  consists 
in  tbis :  that  the  former  points  to  an  opposition 
to  all  searches  or  seizures  as  lone  as  the  orders 
and  decrees  are  in  ezisieuce  ;  the  Tatter  to  an  op- 
position to  seizures  and  detentions  under  those 
orders  and  decrees,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  ua.- 
tiotts.  Now,  there  are  certain  rights  of  belliger- 
ents aa  well  as  of  neutrals  00  the  ocean,  to  which 
IlhinXit  propel  ibatall  oatio.-s  should  submit. 


re  are  certain  clear  and  defined  lews  of  na- 
tions, which,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  peace,  we 
ought  to  adhere  to.  It  is  truR  that  the  orders  and 
decrees,  of  which  we  complain,  violate  neutral 
rights,  and  trample  upon  those  principles  whicb 
ought  to  be  held  sacred  :  but  I  do  not  think  that 
a  departure  from  justice  on  their  part,  would  make 
it  good  policy  ia  us  to  follow  their  example;  I 
am  not  wilting,  beeause  they  violate  neutral 
rights,  that  we  should  resist  acknowlAged  belli- 
gerent rights.  It  is  always  a  maxim  with  me  lo 
leave  my  enemy  in  the  wrong;  and  1  hold  it  to 
baa  correct  principle  in  national  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual concerns.  By  so  doing  you  have  a  decided 
advantage  over  him,  and,  in  bis  moments  of  re- 
flection, if  he  has  any,  he  will  discover  your  supe- 
riority over  him,  and  will  feel  a  disposition  to  do 
you  justice,  ia  ohder  to  he  on  an  equality  with 

As  the  measure  for  whicti  the  Gubstitnie  is  pro- 
posed, has  been,  brought  forward,  not  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  acknowledged  rights  of  nations,  but 
only  to  their  unjust  orders  and  decrees,  I  should 
wish  whatever  substitute  we  adopt  to  have  the 
same  tendency  ;  that  it  should  be  opposed  to  alt 
illegal  seizures  and  detentions,  but  not  to  those 
searches  admitted  by  the  general  law  of  nations, 
I  wish,  in  the  measures  that  we  adopt,  that  we 
may  be  careful  not  to  extend  the  ground  of  col- 
lision ;  I  wish  our  measures  to  be  confined  within 
such  hounds,  that  it  shall  not  create  a  jealousy  on 
their  part,  that  we  mean  to  eoniend,  at  tbis  par- 
ticular time,  for  things  which  we  have  not  here- 
tofore contended  for,  things  which  we  know  they 
will  not  concede.  It  is  in  ibis  view  of  the  subject 
that  I  prefer  the  amendment,  which  I  have  read, 
to  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
The  resolution  is  only  the  foundation  of  a  bill 
into  which  all  the  necessary  restrictions  and  reg- 
ulations may  be  introduced.  It  will  be  necessary, 
if  we  permit  our  merehantt  to  arm,  to  place  them 
under  proper  restrictions,  or  the  nation  might  be 
involved  10  a  war  by  the  acts  of  individuals.  If 
ibe  amendment  should  take  place,  it  will  be  an 
evidence  to  the  belligerents  that  we  are  peaceably 
disposed;  that,  while  we  are  determined  not  to 
surrender  our  rights,  we  are  anxious  for  an  ami- 
cable adjustment  with  them  upon  honorable 
terras.  I  believe  that  this  will  have  a  better  ef- 
fect in  inducing  them  to  repeal  their  unjust  ediola, 
than  all  the  open  and  avowed  hostility  which  we 
can  make  against  them.  I  trust  ifaat  until  every 
honorable  means  of  preserving  peace  have  been 
exhausted,  until  we  are  convinced  that  there  is 
no  other  way  of  preserving  our  national  honor 
and  independence,  that  a  majority  of  this  Com- 
mittee and  of  Congress  will  nut  he  disposed  to 
rash  madly  into  a  ruinous  and  destructive  war. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHBsaid,  he  hoped  thai  the 
House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe,  for. 
he  bad  slven  many  proofs  of  it,  that  although  he 
had  talked  much  about  war  lately,  he  felt  justaa 
strong  an  aversion  against  going  to  war,  while 
peace  can  he  preserved  without  disgrace,  as  any 
man  could  do.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Milhor)  caoitot  feel.more  than  I  do  oit 
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Ihesabjectof  rorelgii  rel a tioDs,  except  in  one  par- 
ticular poiol  of  view — that  submission  <o  the 
edicts  or  Great  Btiiain  and  Prance,  sfems  to  him 
ins  heinous,  less  dreadTuI  lo  the  natioaal  ioter- 
ests  than  it  does  to  me.  The  geDllemaD  has  read 
(o  f  on  an  aroeodmeDt,  which  he  would  propose. 
What  was  its  lendency?  To  permit  your  mer- 
chanimeD  to  pa^  tbe  tribute  armed,  rather  than 
defenceless,  as  if  the  mere  permission  lo  arm 
could  vary'lhe  terms  or  the  operatloD  of  the  bel- 
ligerent edicts.  Were  yoO  not  told  hy  him  that 
he  most  sincerely  believed  that  by  war,  or  by  any 
measure  which  you  could  adopt,  Great  Britain 
would  not  be  induced  to  repeal  her  Orders  in 
Councill  And  yet  he  attempted  to  persuade 
vou,  it  is  expedient  to  depend  upon  the  very  fee- 
blest effort  that  can  be  maile,  as  resisiance,  when 
in  the  same  breath,  he  declared  the  whole  ener- 
gies of  the  nacion,  exerted  in  open  war,  would  be 
■oadequate.  In  advoeaiinjc  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo, then,  he  must  be  fur  submission.  The  gen- 
tleman shakes  his  head.  Sir,  I  wish  he  would  be 
■o  good  as  to  tell  us,  if  nut  sabmissioD,  what  it  is 
he  IS  for? 

Mr.  MiLHOR  said  that  he  would  not  snbmil. 
Be  had  endeavored  to  show  that  the  coarse  which 
he  proposed  to  porsue' would  not  be  submission. 
If  he  had  failed  to  convince  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  of  it,  it  was  not  his  fault;  but 
while  he  heliered  (hat  such  a  measure  would  be 
more  esseniial  rcatsiance  than  the  embargo,  he 
ahould  gi»e  it  preference.  Tn  satisfy  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  on  tbe  subject  of  sub- 
mission to  tribute,  he  could  obierre,  that  he  was 
ready  to  adopt  any  measure  which  the  gentleman 
could  point  our,  to  prevent  tbe  payment  of  tribute. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  he  wis  much  obliged 
to  the  gentleman,  and  would,  in  three  words,  tell 
him  how  to  avoid  paying  a  tribute— continue  the 
embargo.  For  the  gentleman  and  the  minority 
to  help  him,  who  seem  willing  to  accept  of  what 


he  could  I 


;  but  c 


a  Iribut 


can — the  embargo  repealed — deri 

preventing  the  payment  of  the  triboie  by  our 

merchantmen  short  of  wah 

To  my  plain  understanding,  sir,  the  amend- 
ment, as  proposed,  ends  in  this :  Thai  our  vessels 
bound  to  England  will,  if  they  make  any  show  of 
resistance,  do  it  by  Quaker  guns.  Every  gentle- 
man, in  the  least  acquainted  with 
I,  understands  the  term;  while,! 
f  they  do  resist,  it  wilt  only  be 
a  war  with  France — an  inducer 
vith  many  of  its  advocates  for  i 
11.  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  period 
■entiments  of  every  member  should  be  explicitly 
known.  That  moment  y|ou  put  the  country  in  a 
situation  which  subjects  its  eummetce  to  tribute, 
I  am  for  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  any 
course  short  of  war  makes  you  tributary  to  her. 

Some  days  since,  I  declared  to  the  minority— 
it  was  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart  I  spoke — that 
they  could  save  the  country  from  lis  present 
dreadful  situation.  They  know  that  they  have 
prodaced  a  stale  of  things  thai  must  not  be  snf- 
tbted  to  exist.     They  have  reduced  «■  to  the 


phrase, 
trary, i 


nt,  I  be- 
lupporting 
when  thi 


of  repealing  it.  That  they  siill 
power  to  put  down  tbe  eflervescence  they  have 
excited,  I  cannot  doubt ;  for  while  the  inhabitantt 
of  the  South  are  forming  patriotic  assoeialioDS 
to  enforce  the  law,  some  in  the  North,  so  exciied, 
are  exerting  themselves  tn  prevent  its  exeeniion. 
I  called  upon  them  then,  I  entreat  them  now,  to 
remember  what  are  the  dearest  interests  of  their 
country — to  put  down  tbe  opposition  to  the  law. 
By  silencing  il  what  will  they  do?  Endear  them- 
selves to  the  nation— merit  its  thanks — save  tbe 
Government  wilhont  the  aid  of  the  bayonet  front 
the  disgrace  of  imbecility- and,  in  so  doing,  mast 
necessarily  save  the  character  of  the  nation  from 
the  black  slain  itteideni  to  foreign  taxation,  and 
from  sinking  into  the  lowest  state  of  degradaiioa- 
Thi.i  idea  of  tribute,  of  again  becoming  firitiih 
colonies,  1  cannot  think,  much  less  speyk  of,  with 
patience.  I  will  begin  in  another  place — of  (he 
embargo.  Upon  this  sntject  gentlenien  eiert 
themselves,  because  ihey  are  interested  in  decry- 
ing it;  for,  when  it  was  originally  imposed,  they 
told  yoQ  that  it  would  be  tneS'ectual,  and  we  all 
know  some  of  them  have  done  everything  ibit 
could  be  considered  necessary  In  realize  the  pro- 
phecy. Passing  over  the  original  causes  aLio- 
gether,  subsequent  events  show,  that  the  measure 
was  wise.  They  wish  now  to  induce  the  people 
to  believe  that  it  was  not  wise,  not  necessary, 
because  in  driving  Qs  from  it,  they  drive  in  idto 
war;  and  if  the  removal  of  it  be  followed  by 
war,  no  matter  in  what  way,  gentlemen  feel  that 
they  must  take  the  responsibility  of  it  to  them- 
selves. Sir,  they  have  told  ns,  in  substaaee— for 
the  open  avowal  would  not  do — that  we  were  the 
basest  creatures  in  the  world ;  that  we  have  nei- 
ther virtue  nor  energy  Co  direct  the  energies  of 
the  nation ;  that  We  imposed  tbe  embargo  in  sub- 
servience to  Prance;  and,  onfounded  as  iheaceo- 
salion  is,  it  has  been  the  cry  from  one  end  of  the 
country  lo  the  other.  Now,  sir,  we  approach  the 
period  when,  from  the  excitement  in  the  East, 
may  he  preferable.  What  is  the  consequencel 
y,  sir,  the  very  men  who  taxed  you  with  base 
sunmission,  with  supe  re  rasa  lion  in  snbmisnon, 
who  vapored  about  national  honor,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  maritime  rights,  now  warn  yoa  not  lo 
plunge  the  nation  into  war!  And,  in  order  lo 
alarm  and  prevent  you  from  defending  the  rights 
of  the  nation  by  arms,  dilate  upon  the  monairam 
power  of  the  belligerents  opposed  to  you.  The 
gentlemen  have  surely  forgotten,  that,  whcD  one 
of  these  very  Powers  was  mistress  of  this  cooa- 
iry,  of  whose  ablest  Minister  it  has  been  imly 
said,  that  with  one  band  he  smote  the  Bourboa 
on  his  throne,  and  in  the  other  wielded  the  democ- 
racy of  England,  we  fought  with,  and  conquered 
our  independence  from  lier.  Are  we  to  be  now 
told,  if  we  are'driven  into  a  war,  that  we  cannot 


you ,.. =         w 

from  Great  Britain  the  stivereigaty  of  the  soil 
we  live  on ;  and,  lest  tbia  obtervuioD  shonld  be 
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ioMfScieiit,  you  are  conjured  by  oihera  doI  to  go 
10  war,  because  tlie  Eieeuiive  has  been  wrone. 
GratlemeD  ealerlain,  *t  leaai  detain,  na,  by  read- 
iag  ihe  documents,  hour  after  hoar,  lo  prova  ii. 
For  God's, sake,  sir,  supposing  the  Eiecutive  has 
been  wrong  from  first  lu  tast,  is  this  a  reason  why 
they  will  oDi  taUt  foreisa  lazation?  You  are 
taxed  iQore  heavily  by  Great  Britain  than  ber 
awn  colonies  are,  or  than  you  are  by  your  own 
QoreToineot;  you  are  in  a  much  worK  situation 
as  to  the  exporiation  of  the  produce  of  your  own 
soil,  noJer  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
eiJ,  than  the  islajid  of  Jamaica,  and  I  can  prove 
it  if  gentlemen  deny  it.  The  produce  at  that 
islano.  ii  is  true,  is  necessarily  oonstraiaed  to  be 
fir«t  deposited  in  Or  eat  Britain;  but  all  the  sur- 
plus of  that  produce  is  free  to  be  exported  tlieoce, 
and  entitled  to  drawback.  Is  it  so  with  yours? 
Ho,  sir,  ibe  great  staple  of  the  couoiry,  cotton, 
ivortb  more  than  any  two  others,  if  coerced  into 
England,  and  abwluieiy  prohibited  from  exporta- 
tion atiogelber-  You  are  to  raise  cotton,  to carrv 
■  I  to  the  British  isle, -and  no  where  else.  What 
does  this  amonnt  tol  Anythins;  short  of  a  poiii- 
live  auunpiion  of  the  soTerelgnty  of  the  soil? 
J  heard  a  gentlcTnan  before  me.  (Mr.  Rakdolfb.) 
with  a  patriulisin  and  Warmth  of  eloquencewblch 
fired  my  bosom,  exclaim  ag[ainst  the  violalioa  of 
our  Ceirilbry  in  1805.  Touch  ibe  soil,  said  he, 
and  yoD  touch  the  life-blood  of  every  man  on  it. 
Wbat  i»  your  situation  now  1  Every  square  fool 
of  cultivated  Und  in  the  country  is  laid  under 
eanlribution,  and  gentlemen  ver^ coolly  aay  they 
)vill  repeal  the  embatKo,  and  will  not  fro  to  war 
under  FUCh  circumstances  tuilil  itin  forced  upon 
ibem.  They  want  caute  of  war.  Yes,  sir,  ibts 
is  a  truth,  and  take  notice  of  it.  that  the  British 
colonial  system  only  requires  the  iniportalton  of 
colonial  produce  into  ibe  mother  cooniry.  Your 
produce  IS  placed  in  the  lyme  situation,  with  this 
addiiion :  coerced  tniu  her  ports,  jrou  are  pVobib- 
ited  from  re-exporting  ope  ^rcatirlielcGOtton, and 
oa. other  articles  duliee  of  40  and  50  per  cent,  are 
JDopoited  on  their  re-exportation.  And  why,  sir? 
Tiiey  tell  you  ibat  you  must  carry  your  cotton 
iheie,  because  they.want  it.  What  does  Mr.  Ers- 
kiae  tell  you  is  the  cause  Of  the  regnlaiioo  in 
relation  to  eoilon  ?  Why,  sir,  he  told  you  insuli- 
iagly  that  you  must  look  to  the  prosperous  state 
of  the  French  manufactures  fur  the  cause.  And 
jr«t  gentlemen  tt-anl  cause  of  warf  ibey  cannot 
ID  this  see  anything  distressful  to  the  country  or 
disgraceful  to  its  character. 

1  think,  sir,  that  the  best  course  which  we  ean 
pursue  would  be  to  say  nothing  stall  about  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo.  And  if  gentlemen  will  do 
so,  we  (Day  chance  to  have  an  accommodation  of 
sll  our  diSVrencrs,  because  then  an  opportunity 
will  be  given  to  ih<!  Executive,  which  he  will  cot 
otherwi>e  liave,;Io  attempt  an  accommedaiion.  It 
iraii  considered  a  kind  ot  treason  here  the  other 
day  when  I  spoke  of  an  extra  mirsiun  ;  bnl  it  is  n 
very  fashionable  idea  all  over  the  House  now. 
Svf  (1  the  worthy  gentleman  from  Virginia  before 
me  (Mr.  RiNBOLra)  bas  no  objection  to  one  more 
ebttuee  for  actfomtoodalioQ.    Now,  if  genltemsn 


will  not  go  to  war  with  as,  and  really  they  talk 
as  if  ibey  will  not,  let  ihem  adhere  to  the  em- 
bargo and  give  a  chance  for  negotiation.  Lei  us 
hare  this  ooe,oiher  chance  for  an  honorable  ae- 
coinmodatioo. 

I  do  really  believe,  sir,  that  war  is  preferable 
tosubmission.  I  ha.ve  been  educated  in  this  kind 
of  opinion,  aiul  I  canoi  give  it  up  promptly.  But 
it  is  untiecessary,  say  gentlemen;  you  can  gain 
nothing  by  it.  Suppose  you  bad  made  this  cal- 
culation during  the  Revolutionary  war;  suppose, 
Mr.  CliBirmaD,  that  you  (Mr.  Macon)  had  been 
thinkiosofwhat  you  could  make  insletLU  of  march- 
ing to  South  Carolina,  and  losing  your  all  in  iho 
common  cause — where  would  you  have  beeti 
now?  Would  you  ever  have  been  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uniieil 
States  1  Would  any  of  these  rentiemenhave  the 
honor  ofseais  here?  And  shaU  we  abandon  them 
DOW  wiihoui  an  exertion? 

We  are  told  that  we  must  not  go  to  war,  be- 
cause.of  the  monstrous  disproportion  between  our 
revenue  and  that  of  the  British  Qorernment. 
Did  not  the  disproportion  exist  in  ai;reaterdegreo 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  wlien  we  were 
wiiboul  H  Government?  Yes,  sir;  but  you  had 
tlui  in  abundance,  in  which  1  fear  we  are  very 
deficient  now — patriotism.  Yoi>  conquered  the 
soil  then  witbuni  revenue — and  will  you  atop 
to  calculate  what  is  the  proportion  of  your  reve- 
nue to  that  of  Great  Britain  when  she  is  bring- 
ing you  to  a  worse  state  than  you  were  in  be- 
fore you  became  freal  For  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  stale  in  which  we  are  placed  if  we  irado 
under  the  Orders  in  Council^  is  much  worse  than 
that  which  you,  Mr.  ChatrmaD,  assisted  to  re- 
deem us  from.  One,  certainly  not  the  least  of 
the  attributes  of  sovereignly,  is  the  power  to  lay 
taxes  and  consequently  to  repeal  tbem->here  is 
a  lax  imposed  upon  you  without  your  consent — 
can  you  get  it  off?  Mo,  says  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  MtLHoa.)  Then,  liir,  we 
shuuld.flbdicate  tbe  Government.  You  are  taxed 
without  your  knowledge,  against  your  consent. 
We  cannot  gel  it  removed,  says  ihe  gentleman. 
I  do  001  believe  it,  sir;  I  would  bury  the  iasi  man 
In  the  country  before  I  would  accede  to  it. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oardb- 
NiEB)sayB  he  wishes  the  nation  to  grow.  I  loo 
ipish  It,  if  it  could  be  allowed  to  grow  in  honor, 
iu  virtue,  in  patriotism  ;  but  if  not,  I  would  inot 
desire  it  should  "start  a  peg-"  Stop  where  yoii 
ate)  with  honor,  rather  than  grow  in  disgrace. 
1  wish  not  to  see  the  nation,  to  use  the  converse 
of  t}is  metaphor,  like  a  great  booby  who  has  been 
told  by  his  mother,  "don't  fight  Billy  till  you  grow 
big,"  and  then  be  won't  fiijhl  in  defence  ol  bii 
own  person;  every  lii tie  blluw  in  the  st reel spuroa 
him.  Tbf:  gentleman  aays,  we  may  be  a  spunky, 
though  a  ricketty  set  of  little  fellows.  Sir,  1  had 
rather  be  small,  than  a  coward  ;  a  lickeity  free- 
man, with  one  hand  and  one  arm,  than  a  slsvg 
with  the  handsomest  appearance  |iossible.  The 
plain  question  presented  for  your  deiermlnatiuD 
':  is  ibis ;  will  yoi}  live  slaves  or  die  freemen  7  It 
is  easy  of  solution ;  you  can't  bndan  American  to 
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the  DatioD,  fo  lost  to  honor,  to  reeling,  as  noi  to 
say.  "  1  will  oot  live  a  slave."  And  why  not  ini- 
prore  the  opportunity  to  wipe -off  this  stain?  No, 
%ayr  ihe  geoileman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Ket.) 
there  is  reason  to  fear  (be  CfimmaDder-in-Chiet 
may  be  dangeroos,  an  aiBbiliuus  man,  and  over- 
tQrn  Ihe  ConMiluiion.  What,  sir,  can  place  us 
ID  a  worse  littiatjoti  than  we  are  now  ■□  7  Sup- 
pose an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  raised,  with 
a  Chief  at  its  bead,  <lis[>05ed  to  ftaerifiee  our  liber- 
ties, would  you  prefer  thai  ever^  attribute  of  sot 
ereigDly  shall  be  blasted  by  Britain,  rather  than 
take  the  risk  of  ba?iDg  ao  ambitious  Genera!  lo 
lesisi  her  7  If  the  Constitution  is  made  of  such 
brittle  stuff  as  not  to  biaod  a  single  war;  if  it  is 
only  to  be  prexerved  by  submission  to  foreisr) 
taiBiioD,  1  shall  very  looa  lose  all  solicitude  for 
its  preservation.  The  geotlemsQ  aUo  Uilked 
about  tbe  dangers  avoided  by  the  development 
of  Burr's  real  characier,  as  if  a  foreig-u  was  to  be 
preferred  to  a  domestic  tyrant.  If  I  could  choose 
in  such  a  case,  I  would  rather  take  my  chance 
with  the  latter  than  the  former;  iD[|eed,much 
rather  have  a  sovereign  from  among  our  own 
native  blood  royal,  iban  from  the  royal  family  of 
England.  You  know,  sir,  ihey  are  not  apt  to  be 
orerburdeoed  with  a  certain  commodity,  con- 
■idered  essential  to  good  Government  in  (his 
country. 

Do  not  shackle  us  with  war  measures,  let  the 
nation  grow,  says  ihegeaileman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Gabdehfer.)  I  arn  much  mistaken,  sir,  if 
the  gentteman  himself  was  not  the  fimt  wbo 
declared  for  war.  1  am  po^ilire  he  told  you, 
months  since,  be  was  for  a  declaration  of  war 
against  France;  hut  now,  Great  Britain  is  the 
■ubject,  he  cries,  don'I  shackle  us  with  war  mea- 
sures. Can  he  have  forgot  bis  own  deicrlplion 
of  the  ambition  at)d  resources  of  Bonapariel 
Hat  he  forgot  the  picture  which  his  friend  from 
Connecticut  (Mr.  Pitkik)  drew  of  the  colossal 
power  of  Napoleon  1  The  gentleman  dwelt  upon 
It  so  long,  he  really  appeared  towards  the  close, 
to  be  under  an  appreheuhion  of  its  extension  even 
over  ut.  He  ought  certainly  to  remember  this 
fa  the  man  who  has  truly  xmote  the  Bourbons, 
has  humbled  the  proud  house  of  Austria,  has 
crushed  the  power  of  Prussia,  and  who  has  van- 
quished even  (he  "  heroic,  the  gallant  Alexan- 
der." Declare  war  against  France,  said  the  gen- 
tleman yesterday  ;  do  not  shackle  us  with  war 
nessures,  to  day !  Sir,  wrien  the  getitlemen 
on  tbe  o(her  siae  begin  (o  fear  the  |iower  of 
Britain,  or  to  tremble  at  tbe  extensioo  of  Bona- 
parte's, they  pay  marked  homage  lo  the  wisdom 
of  the  embargo  measure,  for  it  alone  has  pre- 
•erved  us  from  cotlisiona  with  both  these  mighty 
nations. 

Every  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  has  declared  that  the  French  edicts  are 
inoperative,  are  empty  menaces)  they  have  sup 
poaed,  they  have  proven  their  position,  by   the 

Cemiumsof  insurance;  and  are  we,  therefore, 
cause  they  are  inoperative,  to  declare  war 
agaioBi  her7  The  orders  of  Great  Britain,  but 
for  the  embargo,  would  be  operative,  woald  bare 


intercepted  all  your  commerce,  and  yet  we  mast 
pay  her  1  Qmiteinen  say  we  cannot  come  into 
contact  with  France,  her  decrees  are  inoperative, 
therefore,  we  must  fight  her;  while  Great  Brit- 
ain, wbo  does  come  into  collision  with  yuu  wbo 
attempts  to  blast  yon r character,  to  sap  your  most 
vital  interests,  who  has  imposed  tribute  on  yoo, 
must  be  propitiated  by  money,  must  be  paid  I  How 
does  this  sound,  sir?  Not  very  spirited;  what 
isit  in  reality?'  Contemptible  cowardice.  My 
ideas  of  bonur,  of  national  rights  and  justice,  re- 
volf  at  ibis  thing.  The  genllemaii  from  New 
York.  I  recollect,  some  time  since  derlaimed  with 
a  pathos  that  moved  my  acui,  when  we  were 
about  to  determine  the  order  of  the  day  of  the 
supplemental  embargo  hilt,  "give  us  but  one 
day's  liberty,"  said  be — 

"  A  day,  an  hour  of  viituons  liberlj, 
"  It  worth  a  whole  eternity  of  bondage." 
And  it  if  true,  sir.  What  does  he  now  say? 
Virtually,  ibat  be  will  suhmit ;  that  he  will  eon- 
seol,  for  a  humble  commerce,  circumscribed  and 
regulated  by  Great .  Britain,  to  pay  tribute  to 
her.  Tbe  geutlenian's  passions  were  eieited  ; 
he  could  see  nothing  but  slavery  under  the  oper- 
ation of  a  law  of  iiis  own  country;  but  when  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  under  consideration,  he  i« 
off;  and  not  he  alone,  but  many  of  the  opposen 
of  the  embargo. 

The  gentleman  fromCDonecIicut,R  ReroInlioD- 
ary  character.  (Mr.  TALUdAOOE.)  called  upon  ns 
the  other  day  to  repeat  the  embargo,  and  to  take 
a  stand  calculated  to  maintain  the  honor  and 
dignity  uf  the  nation,  but  was  extremely  cautious 
QOt  to  say  what  that  stand  is ;  and  'really,  if  his 
stand  is  not  bettler  calculated  to  maintain  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  than  his  reasons  are  forcible 
for  the  repeal,  they  will  be'pooriy  maintained  in- 
deed. He  offered  you  three,  and  but  three  reasons 
for  the  repeal.  I  veiy  much  doubt  whether  the 
gentlemau  will  be  willing  to  recognise  them  for 
hi«  own  when  he  hears  then  repeated  ;  ceriainly 
much  abler  arguments  are  ib  be  expected  from  a 
Representative  from  the  State  ot  Connecticut, 
Which  having  been  steady  in  its  habits,  mutt 
have,  by  thin  time,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  slang 
of  former  days,  monopolized  all  the  "  virtue  and 
talents  of  her  neighbors."  1.  Because  a  grand 
jury  of  Vermont  had  some  time  ago  preaeniei  the 

ftroclamaiiofl^f  tbe  President,  issued  in  April 
ast.  This  presentment  of  the  grand  juT,  if  >' 
ever  bad  been  a  reason,  which  1  deny,  ior  repeal- 
ing the  embargo,  has  lost  that  character,  b«iog  be 
least  neotralized,  by  presentments  of  an  opposite 
cast — 1  question  whether  Gve  gentlemen  in  the 
House  ever  heard  of  it  before.  3.  That  the  mi- 
litia, perhaps  of  Providence,  (Rhode  Island,)  had 
disobeyed  the  orders  of  the  Governor.  I  am  hap- 
py to  say  the  alarms,  which  had  been  excited  la 
my  mind,  relative  to  the  Htnte  of  public  mind 
(here,  were  mucfa  greater  tlian  the  case  author- 
ized. As  to  Ihe  particular  case  alluded  to.  I  am 
informed  by  authority,  to  my  mind  perfectly  cod- 
ulusive,  that  although  the  militia  did  not  carry 
into  execuiiun  (he  ordert  iasued  by  Ihe  pioper 
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amboritf ,  il  w»  not  ttmt  kind  of  disobedience,  if 
ii»D  be  terined  diaobedieaceaisll,  to  wbicbaoy- 
tfaing  reprebeasible  can  be  attached;  ihey  were 
piradcd,  tlie  Teasel  whicb  il  was  ialeoded  llief 
tbould  detaJD,  was  beyond  [beir  reacb.  Is  this  a 
reason,  sir,  for  repealing  Ibe  embargo?  Bo  far 
from  its  abowia^  a  spirit  of  resi^auce,  it  is   a 

;roofibat  the  law  evea  there  does  govern.  3. 
'hat  the  eolleciors  will  be  ihruwn  into  jail,  inas- 
much a«  ihef  will  be  required,  under  the  opera- 
lioD  of  Stale  laws,  to  gire  bond  for  damages  lo  so 
large  an  amoual  thai  sureties  cannot  be  obtained. 
As  to  itatB  objection,  it  is  equally  futile  with  the 
others.  Let  tbe  whole  machinery  of  Slate  law 
be  directed  to  this  point,  I  believe  Mr.  Gallaiin 
may.  as  it  were  with  a  single  Ftriike  of  his  pen, 
put  il  down  completely.  However  large  the  bail 
required  may  be,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
orders  the  deposite  of  public  money  lo  be  remov- 
ed frooi  oni!  bank  to  another,  that  bank  which 
secures  the  deposites  will  furnisb  the  colleclor'a 
security.  I  am  not  to  be  underi>lDod  that  this  has 
been  done,  but  calculating  oa  the  sagacity  and 
fidelity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  have 
no  duubt  it  will  be  done,  when  necessary.  Ii  is 
Dot  certain,  far  otherwise.. that  there  will  be  such 
a  necefcity— but  happen  when  it  may,  the  same 
tpirit  which  has  excited  so  much  sensaiion  in  the 
Eai'l— merciulile  cnpidity— money  will  fornish 
the  remedy.  Bud  indeed,  sir,  mast  be  thai  cause 
which  can  be  sustained  by  no  better  arguments 
that)  these.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
■hould  abandon  it. 

Myworihy  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran 
dolfb)  urged  yesterday,  as  a   reason  why   you 
■hould   Dot   go   (0  war,   that   you   will   thereby 
pledge  every  shillbg  and  the  last  drop  of  blood 
in  the  naiiso,  for  the  maiateaance  of  maritime 
rights  in  every  sea.    If  we  go  lo  war,  certainly 
I    ahoulj    be   for   BSserliog   those    rights   every- 
irhere,  but — fMr.  Ranoolpb  said  he  bad  object- 
ed to  a<loptbg  tbe  resolution  of  the  gebtleinao 
from    Virginia  |[Mr.   Nioiioi.As)  as   being  that 
pledge.]     That  is  nut  all  which  1  Understaod  by 
II,  said  Mr.  W.    I  consider  tbe  resolution  lania- 
muocil  lo  a  declaraiion  uf  war  end  shall  vote  for 
it,  at  lea->t  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal;   uot  for  the  maiutenaDce 
of  mariiime  rights  in  every  sea  only,  but   for  the 
pre»ervalioD  of  sovereignly  on  the  land.     If  the 
objection  to  leaving  commerce  lo  protect  itself, 
by  means  of  armed  merebauimeD,  rested  only 
irhere  the  gentleman  placed  it.  1  could  accede  lo 
bis  amendment;  for   merchants  do  not  deserve 
more,  if  so  much,  as  any  other  class  in  the  com- 
muuity,  that  tbe  whole  national  resources  should 
b«   pledged  for  the  malDIcnance  of  their  individ- 
ual beneNi ;  but  while  my  friend  and  mysflf  are 
unwilling  to  do  this,  assuredly  we  ought  not  lo 
a^y,  they  eloae  shall  fight  tbe  nHiiun>s  battles. 
Adopt  the  amendment,  and  you  thereby  declara 
mantiiue  rights  shall  not  be  defended  by  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  in  tbe  vatne  declaration  yon 
make  that  very  interest  sustain  the  whole  natiunal 
cK'jae — if  any  fighting  is  done,  it  ia  to  be  dune  by 
thoite  Tery  metcbaaiii  whom  yoa  reaolre  Dot  to 


frotect.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent  to  such  a  project, 
wish  to  bee  the  Government  and  not  thu  indi- 
vidual alone  embarked  in  the  cause — fur  one  I 
never' will  consent  to  pin  my  safely  and  the  rights 
of  tbe  people  of  the  United  Stales  on  the  sleeves 
of  the  merchants  only. 

But  my  friend  started  another  objection  to  the 
embargo,  which  he  says  is  not  applicable  to  his 
plan — viz;  that  he  was  tiredof  newcTperimeuts — 
that  he  liked  a  project  the  belter  for  being  old 
and  true — well  sifted;  bo  do  1  sir;  but  I  should 
he  very  glad  to  know  if  his  proposiiioD  be  not 
a  bran  new  one.  f  proffss  to  be  as  liitle  read 
in  maritime,  or  national,  or  indeed  any  otfaer  law 
as  any  man,  and  ibereiore  il  may  not  be  surpris- 
ing it  I  am  mistaken  in  ihe  matter  of  fact,  but 
certainly,  I  never  heard  of  such  a  system  of  war- 
fare before  ;  nor  do  I  believe  such  an  one  ever  has 
existed.  No,  sir;  !  ne*er  have  heard  of  the  per- 
mission being  granted  to  merchants  to  resi^^l  seiz- 
ures without  ihe  rinht  of  reprif^al.  Bui  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Mariiland  (Mr.  Key)  has  carried 
this  doctrine  to  a  much  more  refined  distinction. 
He  would  allow  the  merchants  to  resist  co-exten- 
sive with  the  Orders  of  Council  only  in  defence 
of  their  lawful  trade  ;  but  the  dispute  must  not 
be  widened  and,  therefore,  they  must  only  resist 
such  attacks  as  are  made  under  the  orders  and 
edicts.  Under  this  system  a  corps  of  lawyers 
will  become  as  necessary  to  a  merchantman  as 
their  cables  and  anchors.  J  understood  the  gen- 
tleman to  take  great  paius  lo  ^atiif^  us  thai  we 
uugnl  not  to  broach  any  subject  ot  dispute,  we 
should  not  widen  tbe  breach,  and  therefore,  we 
should  authorize  no  resistance  to  the  exercise  of 
power,  cluimed  by  ihe  belligcrenis,  though  in  con- 
test previous  lo  those  orders  and  decrees — and 
this,  sir,  is  the  kind  of  resiatance  we  are  to  make 
against  the  impressment  of  seamen  ;  for  the  re- 
covery of  indemnity  for  E noli aied  commerce;  in- 
sulted, taruished  honor  I  Sir,  il  is  lime  we  should 
aMuroe,  if  it  is  out  in  our  natures,  nerve  enuuch 
la  decide  whether  we  will  go  to  war  or  submit ; 
if  you  aubmit,  fur  one,  I  declare  I  had  much 
rather  do  it  without  arming  your  merchantmen 
wiib  wooden  swords  and  Quaker  guns,  when  des- 
tined to  be  the  prey  of  either  Great  Britain  or 
Fiance.  Let  the  people  understand — they  do 
from  the  Delaware,  Soaib  and  West— that  the 
laX  is  not  on  our  maritime  rights  alone,  but  that 
il  afiecia  deeply  the  agricultural  products  of  the 
whole  naiiOD ;  that  iliere  is  not  a  square  foot  of 
this  country  but  is  in  some  measure  laid  under 
cuDiribulion ;  that  the  soil  is  violated;  and  depend 
U|iou  it,  sir,  this  new,  puny  kind  of  war  will  not 
be  approbated  by  them. 

T lie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Mil- 
hob)  did  ihat  which  is  very  c^mmun  in  Ihe  House, 
aiiempied  to  follow  suit  to  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia. He  would  congratulate  the  nation  on  the 
prospect  beiiire  it.  I  do  wilh  sincerity  join  the 
gentleman  from  Virgioia,  in  coDgraiutatiuus,  that 
during  these  limes  of  oacillalion  Uil'  character  of 
the  oulion  is  not  yet  compromitted — 1  hope  we 
may  be  able  to  do  so,  with  as  much  truth,  a  month 
beace.     This  congraialalion  was  worthy  of  the 
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^  genilcnia<),  bul  ibat  of  (Mr.  Milnor)  nas  of  h 
very  dilTtfreni  kind.  He  woulJ  cungraiulate  (he 
nation  on  ilie  prospect  of  removing  tlie  embargo. 
Depend  upon  j[,  sir,  jf  the  embargo  '\t  repealed 
■od  you  lake  no  beiler  roeaQS  uf  axseniiig  ibe 
rigliis  of  (be  nniion  ibaii  ih'i^  amendm^oi,  it  will 
be  oo  cause  of  satisfaclion  to  aay  of  us — it  will 
be  a  just  cause  f>>r  bitter  lamentations  to  the  na- 
tioQ.  NaiioD,  did  I  say  1  It  will  be  out  ofclie 
question  tu  taJk  about  the  Datiou — you  are  about 
to  becoroe  a  no  iiailDn,  You  may  kerp  up  all  this 
gaudy  paraiibernalia  of  sovereignly,  ibis  solemti 
mockery  of  iodependeDce  ;  but  if  yau  do  not  give 
this  torpedo,  embargo,  a  chance  lo  explode  in  the 
heart  uf  Great  Britain, and  mil  not  go  to  war,  you 
are  ruined  ;  you  may  lalh  of  liberty,  but  what  is 
it,  wlieu  encumbered  and  borue  down  by  foreign 
taiutiuo  !  Nu,  sir,  we  are  again  becoming  British 
provinces,  and  therrfore.  it  is  that  I  cboose  war 
lather  thai)  liijs proposition, bo  inadrquaie, so  illy 
calculaied  to  hUatain  the  pressure  of  ibe  limes, 

The  Committee  ni:<e,  wiibout  deciding  the 
qnestiun,  and  obtained  leave  lo  sit  again. 

Monday,  February  6; 

Mr.  BDfiVEt.1,,  from  the  committee  lo  whom 
Was  relerred,  on  the  secojiil  instant,  a  resulotion 
lelaiive  lo  certain  seta ofjournBls,documeot!<, and. 
repi>rts.  to  be  deposited  iu  ibe  Library  uf  Congress 
made  a  report  ihereoa  ;  wbicb  was  read  nod  con- 
sidered: Whereupon. 

Baolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  ihiii  House  be  di- 
recied  lo  furnish  ihe  Library  ot  Qungress  with 
two  complete  seis  of  the  journals,  and  uf  all  print- 
ed reporia  and  public  documents  laid  before  Cod- 
gress,  or  either  House,  ^t  each  session. 

Mr.  Gardner  presenteil  a  peiiiion  of  ihe.  in- 
habiiauts  of  PdcbersSelJ,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  that  the  several  acts  laying 
an  emlMrgo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  Id  the  portt 
and  batburs  uf  the  Uniied  States,  and  mure  eBec- 
lualiy  tu  enforce  the  same,  may  be  repealed, 
whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  i\  may 
be  expedient  to  adopt  that  tiiea»ure. 

Mr.  MUMFORD  presented  a  memorial  of  Ibe 
citizens  of  ilie  third  and  eighth  wards  of  the  ciiy 
of  New  York,  to  ihe  like  tUcct. 

The  said  petition  and  metnorial  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  re- 
soluiLons  proposed  by  Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr. 
Bacon,  the  twenty-fourth  and  iweuiy-vereDtb 
ultimo. 

Mr.  Bi:nwei.L  presented  to  the  House  a  memo- 
rial of  Samuel  Briacue,  and  others,  Commission- 
ers Appointed  by  a  luwenacled  al  the  la>l  session 
of  the  General  Assembly  uf  Mxryluiid,  to  receive 
subs  ription»  forMock  iu  the  Su~guehanna  Bridge 
Company,  praying  the  aid  and  [mironage uf  Cou- 
are-s  to  enable  the  said  cuuipatiy  to  effect  Ihe 
object  iherein  ^peciGed. 

JVIr.  BunwELLalso  presented  to  the  House  an 
allested  copy  uf  a  late  law  )>as-ed  by  the  Gi'neral 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  entitled  'Ao  act  loincbr- 
poraie  a  company  for  ibe  purpose  ol  ^uildiug  a 
bridge  over  the  Susquehanna." 


PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 
Several  petitions  having  been  presented,  in  ad- 
ion  to  those  heretofore  slated,  against  the  mode 
which  the  late  election  in  Che  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  conducted — 

Mr.  Bacon  offered  the  following  resolutioa: 
Raalntd,  Tbat  tlie  Clerk  of  this  Houm  do  cairr  to 
the  BeaaU  tba  several  losmarials  tram  auodi;  dtiuw 
of  the  State  of  Mauachuwtti,  remoastrating  ataintf 
the  mode  in  which  the  appoinuocat  of  Eledon  Sot 
Freaidsnt  and  Vioe  Pieudent  haa  been  proceednl  to  aa 
the  part  of  the  Senate  and  Hoqk  of  Bepreseutatiia 
of  anid  State,  as  irreguliiT  and  unconalitutiDnal,  and 
praying  G)r  the  interference  of  the.  Senate  and  Hoosg 
of  Itepreaenlativei  af  the  Uniied  &l^le»,  for  tke  pur- 
pme  of  preventing  Ihe  ealabiiihmeni  of  to  daiigenur 
a  precedent" 

Mr.  i.  G.  Jackson  said  he  saw  do  objection  to 
the  resolution,  or  even  lo  going  farther  than  it 
proposed.  The  Constitution  had  declared  thai 
the  election  of  Electors  in  each  State  should  be 
held  in  sucb  manoer  as  theiLegislature  should 
direct;  and,  he  said,  he  never  could  consent  to 
the  duclrine  that  any  sel  of  men.  without  the  au- 
thority of  law,  could  make  an  election  of  Bleci- 
or;.  He  believed  that  the  case  was  not  provided 
for;  and  as  Ibe  pieaent  case  could  not  vary  the 
general  resultof  the  Presidential  election,  genlfe- 
nien  appeared  not  to  be  disposed  tDiDlerfere  to  it. 
But,  he  hoped  it  would  operate  on  the  House  to 
induce  thera  to  consider  the  propriety  of  piovid log 
some  mode  of  hereafter  dislingubhing  between 
legal,  and  illegal  or  surreptitious  electiont. 

Mr.  Van  HoBn  moved  to  strike  out  the  wordt 
in  italic,  as  he  understood  them  as  comiiiiling 
the  House  to  express  an  opinion  oo  the  subject 
of  ihe  peiitionn.     Motion  lost— yeas  18. 

Mr.  Rowan  was  opposed  to  the  resolution.  Ua 
contended,  that  ihe  Constitution  having  provided 
that  each  State  shall  cboose,  iii  such  a  manner  ai 
the  Lejiiilature  shall  direct,  a  number  of  BUcion 
equal  to  the  number  of  their  Senators  >nd  Rep* 
resentalives,  it  was  improper  that  this  Huu>e 
should  inierrere  in  it.  Why  might  it  not  as  welt 
interfere  in  the  election  of  Senators?  He  said 
that  Congress  certainly  did  not  possess  a  super- 
intending power  over  the  sets  of  the  States  in 
general  cases;  if  they  did  in  tbis  particular  in- 
stance, he  wished  it  to  be  showu.  He  ihought 
that  an  interference  by  CongreM,  would  be  an 
assumption  of  power  oa  their  part  formiog  k 
dangerous  precedent.  The  House  was  called  up- 
on to  cay  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  had  improperly  directi*il  the  man- 
ner uf  election.  Was  Congress  to  form  for  ibe 
States  a  model  of  the  manner  in  which  tbey 
should  direct  their  elections  lobe  held?  Con- 
gress bad  no  power  to  act  on  the  subject.  Why, 
then,  send  the  memorials  to  the  Senate?  He 
^aid  lie  was  against  taking  any  order  in  relation 
to  thera.  In  bis  opinion,  it  nas  improper  to  jcive 
ibe  petitions  a  place  ou  the  files  of  the  House,  be- 
catise  iliey  refaied  to  a  tubject  on  which   Ih* 
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Houss  had  not  the  power  to  lej^itlale.  AUbouch 
it  wmi  a  feaeral  principle  tbit  all  jieiiiinniibould 
be  beard,  ibis  rule  .certftioLf  diJ  aat  include  pe- 
tiiioDs  on  local  mailers,  or  Siate  concerns,  on 
wbicb  Ibe  House  bad  no  jurisdiclioa.  It  leein- 
ed  lo  him  improper,  iherelore,  tbal  the  peliliODs 
sboald  have  been  receifed  ;  but,  having  been  re- 
ceived, be  winhed  tbem  to  lie  ou  ibe  table. 

Mr.  B&oon  obeerred  that  the  adoption  of  the 
resoluiioD  wovtd  not  commit  ibe  Home  at  all. 
He  was  aware  that  there  wgi  a  difficuUy^  ia  act- 
ing on  ihii  aubjecC,  and  he  onlf  wished  to  give  an 
intimation  to  the  Senate  that  «ueb  petitions  had 
been  received.  It  was  but  decorous  to  the  peti- 
lioaers  that  Iheir  petitions  should  be  brought  into 
view;  though,  Mr.  B. aaid,  with  the  geoitemaa 
from  Kentucky,  be  doubted  whether  aoyibiDg 
could  be  done  lor  them. 

Tb«  resoluiioa  was  agreed  W—jt*3  51,  Da^a  S4. 
REPEAL  OF  THE  BMBAKGO. 

Tbe  fqllowing  resoluliooa  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Ddrbll  on  Saturday,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  tb«  Whole  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Nioaoi.AS  and  Mr.  Baoon  ; 

Batlved,  That  the  United  States  will  <!an*id«r  an; 
CBptura  and  condemn alkin  of  merchenl  tcsmIi  of  the 
United  Statea,  owned  wholly  by  a  eilisen  oi  citiient 
Iheteof,  and  cngagrd  in  lawful  commerce,  by  an  armed 
vessel  sailing  uixler  a  balliBorent  Big,  end  acting  by  aad 
ondec  autbarity  of  ordeis,  decfCn,  or  sdtcU  violati  nf  ths 
lawful  comoieice  or  neUUal  rights  of  the  United  States, 
■s  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  pirl  of  that  Government 
lo  which  said  bellif  irent  flag  ahall  belong,  and  in  whoa* 
eoujta  inch  condemnation  shall  be  bad. 

Re»olMd.  That  the  Prasideat  af  the  United  States, 
oa  being  aatisEiutorily  iofbimBd  of  such  c^lure  and 
coDiIemtiation,  as  sfoniaid,  be  requested,  forthwith,  to 
rctnll  fran  aneh  belligerent  State,  by  and  Dodai  whoee 
aalhority  such  capture  and  candemnstion  shall  be 
nude,  such  lesldent  Hiniaiet  or  Ministara  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  may  reside  at  the. Government  thereof 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  iiielf  into  a  U6m- 
miitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resoluiions  offered  by 
Mr.  NicBOLaa,  Mr.  Bicon,  and  Mr.  Dobblu 

The ajneodment  offered  to  Mr.  NiauoLAa'a  rei- 
olutioo  by  Mr.  RaHDOLFS,  in  the fullowiog  words, 
beias  under  cootideratiiio  :  "To  aaiborize  the 
'tnercbaDt  vessels  of  the  XJaiied  Slates,  owned 
■  wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  arm 
'  and  dereDdiheraselvesagaiDft  any  armed  ve-sseU 
'  •ailios  under  the  British  or  Preach  Qag,  aolong 
'  as  their  orders  or  decrees  remain  unreruKed :" 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jackson  rose  and  ^dressed  ibe  Chair 
asfullows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  quettiooi  before  the  Com- 
mittee most  HEsuredlf  involve  the  destinies  of  this 
nation,  its  honor,  and  most  esienlial  interests.  We 
have  arrived  at  a  crisis,  Eolema  and  portentous, 
wbicb  no  human  wixdom  could  foresee,  no  pru- 
deoce  avert.  Tbe  injustice  of  foreign  Datioaa  has 
increased  with  iheir  knowledge  of  our  pacific  dis- 
posilloDs,  until,  driven  to  ibe  wall,  it  behooves  us 
to  make  a  siaod  in  defence  of  our  country,  its  lib- 
erties, and  its  right).  I  could  not  have  supposed 
that,  at  such  a  period,  with  tbe  full  lights  before 
lOih  CoK.  Sd  Ss8s.^«4 


gentlemen,  they  would  have  mistaken  the  souree 
ir  eslaroiiie),  and,  shutting  ibeir  eyes  against 
itticks  of  our  enemiea,  have  found  nothing 
to  condemn  bat  their  own  Qovrrnmeix;  and  leaat 
of  all  did  I  eipectitfrom  the  genlleman  from  Del- 
aware, whose  candor  I  had  highly  appreciated; 
Bor  am  I  now  willing  to  accuse  him  of  a  want  of 
candor,  a  1  though  his  statements  are  pariial,  and 
bis  coneluikins  incorrect,  but  rather  attribute  it 
that  unfortunate  imperfection  of  our  naiarc 
which  presents  subjects  to  our  minds  in  a  farn 
most  congenial  to  our  feelings.  Looking  at  ona 
side  only,  we  are  blind  to  the  evidences  on  tha 
other  y  and  hence,  often  with  tbe  most  upright 
iotentionj,  we  condemn  measures  which  all  boa- 

!st  men  should  approve. 
The  gentleman  from  Delaware  set  out  with  dfr- 

iiaring  that  tbe  Administration  were  the  Konrc* 
from  whence  all  our  embarrassmants  have  BqwmL 
And  how  did  he  prove  it,  airl  Why,  by  reeui^ 
ring  to  the  volume  of  documents  published  at  the 
last  session  of  Cougrest,  upon  which  the  nation 
ha*  emphatically  pronoanced  its  judgment  of  ap- 
proval. 1  am  surprised  that  it  escaped  the  saga- 
city of  the  gentleman,  that  ia  that  volume  we  hav« 
official  informstiori  that  those  emharrassmenta 
their  origin  principally  to  the  hostile  spirit 
predominant  in  Qreat  Britain  against  us.  Mr. 
Monroe,  in  his  letter  concerning  the  Chenapeake, 
(Doc.  No.  1,  p.  20,  commumi:ated  last  Winter,) 

Such  is  the  state  of  this  eonntry  rUreat  Britain]  at 

present  crisis,  that  it  is  imponibTe  \o  foresee  what 

will  be  its  conduct  towards  the  United  States.    There 

has  been  at  alt  limes,  since  the  commencement  of  tha 

prewnt  war,  a  strong  party  hers  lor  silending  its  rav- 

DB  to  them.     This  party  is  combiqsd  of  the  ibip- 

ners.the  navy,  the  East  and  Weal  Indie  merchant^ 

i  certain  political  chsractan  of  great  coniideration 

the  Stale.    Bo  power&il  is  this  combinstion,  that 

nothing  can  be  obtained  of  the  Government,  on  anj 

point,  but  what  may  bs  eitorted  by  neceasky,"  Bco. 

The  same  evidence  of  hostiliiy  occurs  ngaio, 

page  23  of  the  same  document.    Mr.  Monroe 

By  Mr.  Canning's  queries,  in  hii  last  note,  I  was 

lo  consider  it  as  preparatory  to  an  embargo  oa 

erican  Tesasta,  and  intended  to  (bund  siime  meaa- 

_..,  on  my  reply,  of  an  unfriendly  nature,  sa  most  e( 

the  gazettes  had  recommended,  and  the  pnblie  nund 

seemed  to  be  essentially  ptepaied  for  it." 

In  Mr.Monroe's  valedictory  letter,  (Doc.No.^ 
p.  «,)  he  stales: 

"  Great  Britain  It  as  roKllvod  to  yield  no  ground  wbicb 
she  could  avoid,  and  evideotly  prepared  to  hsaaid  wai^ 
rather  than  yield  much." 

I  preferrelyinson  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
rather  than  on  liie  UQeiuivooal  ads  of  a  hostila 
character  committed  by  Qreat  Britain,  because 
Mr,  Monroe  has  been  considered  better  authority 
wi th certain  gen ilemen than  hisOovernmeol itself; 
and  the  facility  of  explaoaiioas,  disavowals,  and 
all  that,  do  away  the  force  of  measures  which  maf 
be  taken  towards  us,  in  (he  eMimaiion  of  men  who 
always  attempt  to  out  ihei^Qoreromeiit  in  ib« 
wrong.    This  geDlIemait  it  is,  who  tells  us  that 
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the  ship-owners,  ihe  nsTy,  ihe  EasL  and  West  In- 
dia merebaais,  and  certniD  paliiical  characters  of 
great  cod  side  rati  on  id  the  Sibif,  are  fur  nar  with 
us;  that  the  gazelles  had  recommfoded,  and  the 
public  miod  were  prepared.  Tor  hostile  measures  i 
that  they  would  yield  nothio^  that  was  cot  ex- 
torted, and  ri«lt  a  war  rather  than  yield  much. 
And  pray,  sir,  who  are  ihe  characters  described 
by  biia  1  Why,  the  whole  ruling  interest  in  that 
natiOD.  Wheo  such  laaguBge  is  addressed  to  ihe 
American  people,  and  they  conteropjaie  what  are 
the  claims  of  ibeir  Governmeni — whai  has  been 
its  forbearance ;  bow  ju.'t  are  its  pretensions,  and 
how  hosliJe  those  of  Gresl  Briiain— I  an  GlUd 
with  surprise  uoutierable  that  their  igDoraoce  ean 
be  so  far  counted  on  by  mea  among  us  as  to 
expect  credit  for  their  charges  that  we  are  hostile 
to  Qreac  Britain;  that  we  are  enforcing  unjust 
demandi ;  and  thai  we  are  in  ibe  wrung !  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  accuser  the  Govern- 
inenl  of  Deeleeling  our  inlercsls — of  omiiling  to 
Iieat  wilh  Great  Britain  in  lime.  We  know,  sir. 
by  painful  ezpeiieoce,  that  treaties  are  a  poor  bar- 
rier against  belligerent  enc  roach  men  1 ;  and  whilst 
we  observe  them  with  good  faith,  they  are  wao- 
looly  violated  by  otbera.  We  have  now  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  consisting  of  ten  articles. 
They  are  to  be  perpetual,  and  the  first  of  them 
declares,  thai  "  there  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable, 
«Dd  universal  peace, and  a  true  and  sincere  friend- 
ship" beiween  them  and  us.  Notwithsianding 
wbicb,  they  have  violated  our  peace,  and  In 
pled  upon  all  the  ties  of  friendship.  Treai 
(herelore,  are  nothing — the  laws  of  nations 
nothing,  also. 

But  sir,  there  was  no  neglect  on  our  pan  to 
make  a  new  treaiy  ;  for  the  moment  the  Treaty 
of  "94  was  loosened  from  around  our  ripclf,  where 
it  had  hung  like  a  milJstojie,  oflers 


taken  to  euier  inlo  alipulalJoDS 
with  them  ;  and  the  ijcntlenian,  aware  of  his  lois- 
tabe,  chaiJged  his  ground,  by  asserting  that  the 
Executive  took  a  position  in  relation  t>)  st^anieo, 
which  they  knew  would  not,  and  r.oiild  not  be 
conceded  by  the  Briiish  QovernmenL  Sir,  the 
teverse  15  the  lacl ;  and  as  mine  is  a  matter-of- 
fact  argument,  as  the  principles  I  assume  can  be 
substantiated,  1  will  adJuce  my  proofs,  for  with 
intellieeat  men,  they  ate  worth  all  the  declama- 
tion of  ihe  must  eloquent  orators.  The  position 
1  take  is  this — the  Executive  had  the  best  reasons 
for  believing  [hat  Great  Britain  would  eive  UU 
ber  claim  to  ihe  right  of  impressn 
page  20j  il  is  stated  an  arrange: 
made  with  Mr.  King,  to  give  ii  u, 
obsiBcie  was  an  exception  of  the 
No.  3,  page  32,  the  same  fact  or. 
Lord  Hawkcfbury  agreed  with  Mr.  King  "to  pro- 
hibit impressments  altogeilier  on  the  high  leas." 
In  pageSof  No.  3,  it  isrepealed;  then  surely  ii 
was  reasonable  to  believe  that  Great  Britain 
would  relinquish  it  entirely,  when  she  had  offi'red 
to  relinquish  il  upon  the  "high  seas."  In  Feb 
Tuary  1606,  page  113  of  No.  2,  Mr.  Monroe  io- 
fornis  Mr.  Fox,  thai  he  had  presented  the  subjeci 
to  his  predecessor,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  alter 


nl.  In  No.  2, 
;nl  had  been 
and  the  onljr 
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referring,  to  his  instances,  he  adds:  "Iihinlnny- 
'  self  perfectly  correci  in  slating  that  nothing  o«- 
'  curred  in  our  conferences  lo  justify  an  iDferenet 
'  that  he  thought  them  unreasonable.  They  wen 
'  postponed  from  lime  to  lime,  at  his  instance,  and 
'  finally  transferred  to  Lord  Harrow  by,  his  succet- 
'  sor."  Page  80  of  No.  3,  we  find  that  Lord  Vin- 
cent  entertained  the  subject  ia  August  180& 
PageSi,  Mr.  Fox  expresses  his  solicitude  loroake 
such  arrangements  as  will  "render  perpetual! 
system  of  mutual  friendship."  Page  93,  Messrs 
Monroe  ajid  Pinkney  slate  that  Lords  Holland 
and  Auckland  "were  diligently  and  aniioutly 
'  employed  in  endeavors  to  devise  an  arrange- 
'  meat  which  should  be  convenient  and  honor- 
'  able  to  us,  and  at  the  same  lime  free  from  im- 
'  proper  hazard  to  Great  Britain  ;"  and  rn  pag« 
1U&,  the  same  gentlemen  inform  their  Gorero- 
menilhat"  to  (their]  original  project  ihusameDd- 
ed,  [he  Briiish  Commissioners  seemed  to  give 
their  assent."  In  Ho.  I,  page  41,  even  Mr.  Can- 
ning, the  redoubtable  and  polite  Mr.  CanaiDg, 
condecends  lo  admit  ihat  "at  a  proper  time  Great 

nay  be  rekdy  to  entertain  it."    Away 
then   with   the  idle  charge  ibat  ihe   Bxecoiive 

incere,  and  have  proved  it,  by  urging  a. 
point  which  they  koew  never  woatd  b^  and 
never  could  be  conceded  ;  for  all  ihe  Adminiiiia* 
lions  of  England  profesced  a  willingness  lo  rem- 
edy ihe  evil.  Oaeof  them  proposed  lo  en«>r  into 
an  agKemenl  lo  do  it  parlially,  and  Mr.  Cioumg 
himself,  at  '-a  proper  lime,"  will  listen  lo  you. 
Al'ier  disposing  of  ibis  serious  charge,  I  come  to 
the  nieriis  of  the  qaesiion.  Wss  the  groand 
taken  by  os  concerning  seamen,  proper?  Did 
the  honor  and  rights  of  the  nation  require  it? 
In  considering  this  important  subject  I  will  ex- 


ist. Thepracticeofjmpt 
10  exercise  it. 
2d.  Shall  it  be  tolerated  7 

10? 


and  the  right 
be  sabmiiied 


e  by  us  to  Great  Btil- 


3d.  The  propositions  1 
ain  in  relalion  to  it, 

4th.  The  formal  arrangement. 

Upon  the  first  point,  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
ilieCuEnmitice  lo  the  volume  of  documents  point- 
ing out  the  praclice  and  its  injustice.  Nuthiof 
that  I  can  add  would  ^ed  light  upon  it;  the  hand 
of  a  master  is  seen  In  the  able  elucidation,  which 
no  one  who  deserves  ihe  name  of  freeman  cu 
read,  without  feeling  honest,  honorable  indigna- 
tion; and  resolve  that  he  will  rally  round  the 
constiiuied  auihoriiics  to  resist  the  uiiurpatioB. 
Sir,  I  intended  lo  read  to  the  CoAimiiiee  ihe  In- 
minous  letter  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  pages  14  15  1ft 
17,  18,  and  19,  of  No.  3,  of  the  documents,  but  I 
perceive  that  I  shall  be  drawn  inlo  a  much  mere 
lengthy  discussion  than  I  intended,  and  sbklt  oe- 
are  lime  ihan  I  nughi.  Twill  iheri^for* 
ding  It.  It  is,  or  ought  lo  be,  iu  ihe  bands 
of  every  man,  and  is  doubtless  recollected  by  all; 
he  speakj  of  the  sacred  regard  in  which  properly 
found  on  the  high  seas  is  held  by  all  nations; 
■'""■  how  manifest  the  presumpiioo  i). 


hatil 


s  liable  to  seizure ;  no  matter  hu 
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siderable  the  value,  or  flagilious  llie  cauiluct  of 
iu  possessor,  il  is  carried  bi;fore  a  legal  iiibunal, 
bdU  a  regular  trial  is  had  ;  bui  the  great  aod  para- 
mouQI  quesliDH  uf  allegiance  ia  decided  in  aa  ia- 
xlaal,  hy  an  iotcresled  commaDder,  nbo  wants 
sailors ;  and  every  brave  fiae-lookiog  fetlow,  wbo 
speaks  ibe  saoie  language,  and  bas  the  same  com- 
plexiuQ  of  a  Britisli  subject,  notwitbstandiDg  tlie 
most  coDcIusive  proor^  that  he  is  m  American 
citizen,  is  mUtaken  for  a  British  seamauj  because 
lie  13  able  to  eoduie  tbe  service;  Day  mare,  so 
flagrant  have  the  ouirBge.i  been,  that  Danes, 
Swedes.  Germans,  aiid  even  negroes,  wbo  could 
not  be  tnistaken,  have  beeu  forcibly  impressed  aad 
carried  off;  thereby,  as  it  respected  our  citizen, 
whose  farna  is  the  sea,  cutticg  bim  off  from  bis 
mu.it  tender  copaeiions;  exposing  bis  mind  aitd 
his  person  to  the  mast  hunilliating  di^cipllBe, 
BDd  his  life  itself  to  tbe  greatest  daCEcrs. 

Passing  frora  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's letter,  I  will  recur  to  what  Mr.  Mooroe  >.ays, 
for  bis  authority  seeing  to  be  conclusive.  No.  2, 
^ge  104,  Mr.  Monroe,  in  a  remonsiraoce  to  the 
British  Government,  remarks,  '!  The  rights  of  the 
'  Uniietl  Stales  have  been  so  logg  trampled  under 
'  font,  and  tbe  feelings  of  bumanity  so  ufleo  out- 
'raged,  that  the  astonished  world  may  begin  lo 
'  doubt,  whether  the  patience  wiih  which  these  in- 
'  juries  have  been  burne  uu^hi  lo  be  aitiibuied  lo 
'generous  or  unworthy  molivcs;  whether  tbe  Uni- 
'  ted  States  merit  the  rank  to  which  in  other  re- 
'  spects  they  are  justly  entitled,  or  have  already  in 
'  (he  very  mora  of  their  political  career  lost  their 
■  energy,  and  becpme  degeneraie."  [itf  r.  JicKSON 
referred  also  to  Mr.  Munroe's  leller  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning. pazes-ST  and  38  of  No.  1,  to  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinkney's letter  to  the  saoie.in  page  207, 
of  No.  3,  which  he  read— in  which,  they  enforce 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Madison,  by  pointing  out 
the  degradatioa  nod  abuses  resulting  from  ihe 
practice  of  impresstnenrs.  Mr.  J.  then  proceed- 
ed.] I  ask  <ir,  by  what  authority  they  claiui 
the  right  of  entering  our  vessels  to  impress  the 
seamen  fuund  on  board?  Ttie  vessel  bearing 
the  flag  of  Ihe  nation  is  the  national  territory; 
the  flag  gives  protection  to  ihe  crew;  and  no 
Power  can  violate  the  flag  without  iovadiag  the 
sovereignty  of  the  natiOB,  or  seize  upon  ibe  crew 
wiiliDUE.  ip(o_/acfD,  commitiingan  act  of  hostility.. 

This  leads  me  to  consider  the  second  point — 
shall  impressmeata  be  tolerated  1  The  gentle- 
man might  have  spared  himself  tbe  trouble  of 
proving  that  the  Government  had  determined  to 
resist  h,  and  to  mate  its  reliuquishmeni  ihe  sine 
qua  noa.  of  a  treaty.  It  was  truly  observed  by 
Mr.  Madison,  that  it  was  of  primary  importance 
in  the  esiimatioa  of  Congress  and  of  the  nation; 
mnd  that  they  never  would  canaent  to  surrender 
the  principle.  I  well  recollect,  and  so  most  you, 
Mr.  Chairmau,  that  although  it  did  not  occupy  a 
distinguished  station  in  the  memorials  of  the  mer- 
chantii,  presented  to  Congress  in  1805-'6,  who 
Iben  pledged   their  l,ives  and   fortunes  to  support 

rights,  it  wasnevertbelessconiidered of  paramount 
interest,  and  eniared  deeply  into  the  views  and 


I  policy  of  that  period.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware has  spoken  uf  the  happy  prospects  of  our 
{  country  in  times  past;  thai  thearij  and  sciences, 
I  comineice,  and  agriculture,  smiled  upon  us ;  and 
I  we  were  blest  with  their  bounteous  muaificence. 
Yes,  sir,  ihey  have  smiled,  indi-ed,  fur  never  were 
a  people  more  truly  tbe  worshippers  of  tbera — but 
if  we  were  so  depeaerate  as  to  abandon  our  brave 
SODS,  the  virtuous,  hardy  seamen,  who  unfurl  our 
sails,  and  cairy  ihe  American  flag  into  every  sea, 
they  would  start  from  their  sculptured  places  over 
the  entrance  into  this  n:iagniGcent  hall,  and,  frown- 
iog  like  a  Medusa's  bead  upon  ibem,  v/ould  lura 
the  apostates  from  liberty  into  stones.  No,  sir, 
ibe  brave  tars,  wl^ase  lives  are  at  their  counlty'* 
call,  and  wbo  constitute  its  *ole  defence  at  tea, 
where  our  rights  are  most  liable  to  invasion,  ueTer 
shall,  wilb  my  consent,  be.deniitd  chat  correspon- 
deaC  protection  which  is  the  promised  equivalent 
for  allegiance.  The  rights  of  our  citizens  are  Ihe 
same  at  sea ason  land, and  tbeirseizure  by  a  foreign 
naiionisasiaadmisiiible  in  4he  one  caseas  the  other. 
Whilst  we  are  a  nation,  and  claim  the  attributes 
of  independence,  1  fur  one  wilt  never  conwnt  that 
one  flag  shall  wave  unfurled  over  authorized 
disgrace,  humiliating  like  that;  rather  would  I 
launch  everything  we  possess  upon  the  ocean — 
let  the  political  ship  buffet  it  with  the  winds  and 
the  waves ;  and  when  unable  to  outride  the  storm, 
nail  the  flag  to  tbe  ihain- mast— make  one  last, 
mighty  struggle — and  if  all  wi!L  not  avail,  rather 
than  survive  our  lost  honor,  go  down  to  the  bot- 
tom all  together,  amidst  the  shouts  of  liberty,  or 
death ! 

It  was  understood  that  Great  Britain  complain- 
ed of  illicit  practices  in  relation  to  her  seamen, 
as  aff^jrding  an  apology  for  her  usurpation ;  and  I 
will  now  consider  the  propositions  made  by  us  to 
Great  Britain.  lo  discussing  tbem  I  shall  show, 
Isi,  What  we  required. 

2i.  What  we  oSered  in  lieu  of  the  asserted 
right. 

We  requited,  see  page  5  of  No.  2  [Here  Mr. 
J.  read  the  article  cSered  in  tbe  instructions  of 
Mr.  Madison,  which  requires  an  exemption  of  all 
persons  upon  the  high  seas  from  seizure,  whea 
found  OQ  board  of  our  vessels,  excepting  such  per- 
sons as  are"  lijihle  to  be  takenaccoroingtoihelawi 
of  iMitioos,"  also  page  5  of  No.  3,  in  which  the 
same  requisition  is  repeated.  Mr.  J.  proceeded  J 
t  hare  already  shown  that  it  was  a  just  demand. 
2d.  We  offered  lo  Great  Britain  asan  equiva- 
lent—[Mr.  JACneOn  read  the  various  ofl'ers  made 
to  the  Briiish  Qavernment— No.  2,  pages  8,  9and 
10.  No.  3,  pages  63,  63.  No.  3,  page  103— ditto, 
page  109— -and  remarked  upon  them,  particularly 
the  last;  whereby  the  American  Governmeutof- 
fers  (0  bind  itself  to  make  penal  laws  fur  punish- 
ing commanders  who  receive  Briiish  seamen  on 
make  it  the  dnty  of  ihe  Government 


e  thei: 


Qtiie 


there  uf  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  alleging, 
that  "to  (their)  original  project,  thus  amended, 
the  Briiish  Government  seemed  lo  give  their  as- 
sent"— he  contended  it  proved  a  degree. of  insin- 
cerity OQ  the  ptttt  of  the  British  Cabinet,  totally 
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JDConsJstenl  wilb  ihe  honorabU /rankoesa  of  our 
own. — Mr.  J.  proceeded.]     1  have  made  a  can- 

them  I  feet  ihe  mingled  emocions  of  shame  and 
indignation,  when  I  see  men  wishing  to  put  iheir 
OovernmeDt  "  io  the  wrong."    Sir,  w«  offered  to 


1st.  To  afTurd  no  refuge  or  ptoleclior 


o  Brit 


had  giv 


2d  To  deliver  ihem  up  if  they  took  refuge 
among  u>. 
3d.  To  make  laws  for  restoring  ibem. 
4ih.  To  aid  in  searching  for,  seizing,  and  reslor- 

5th.  To  keep  them  in  our  privont  wh«D  re- 
quested. 

6ih.  To  prohibit  out  citizens  from  carryiDg 
Ihem  off. 

7th.  To  prohibit  their  employment 

Bih.  To  make  penal  lawa  for  punishing  (heir 
emptoyerB. 

9ih.  To  make  it  our  duty  to  restore  them. 

10th.  To  extend  ibe  foregeing  prorisioos,  not 
only  to  dcieriers,  hut  all  seafarin?  peuple. 

What  more  could  hare  been  safeed.  required,  or 
f(iTen,  than  ii  contained  in  these  ofTersI  Noth- 
ing more — unlew,  indeed,  ibey  bad  asktd  our  in- 
dependence, aod.  yielding  to  (he  requisition,  ve 
'-*  -'----  '-  Sir,  we  do  not  want  the  British 
when  ihey  nre  naturalized.  IT  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  of  Europe,  escaping  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  old  world;  and  panting  after 
their  long  Imi  libetlv,  fly  (o  the  more  ho.'pitahle 
regions  of  Ihe  new,  I  am  willing,  on   iheif  cnm- 

tbem  into  the  American  ftimily,  to  let  them  par- 
take nt  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  whilst  they  remain 
among  us;  but  I  would  prohibit  their  departure 
from  ihiscouQlry,  or,  ifthey  went  off,  refuse  them 
our' protection.  If  they  are  dissatisfied  with  their 
ailuation  on  the  land.  I  would  say  to  them,  "  your 
allegiance  is  still  claimed  by  your  parent  country  ; 
we  will  not  risk  our  peace  fur  you  out  of  our 
territorini  limits;  ifj'ou  pass  beyond  ihem,  you 
cease  to  be  an  American  citizen."  I  would  go 
further,  and  prohibit  them  from  owning  American 
registered  vessels.  Sir,  those  who  come  here  in 
search  of  an  asylum,  go  into  the  country;  they 
pursue  ai^riculture.  or  the  mechanic  arts — they 
ate  valuable  men,  and  virtuous  citizens;  but  the 
mongrels  who  infesl  the  seaport  towns,  wear  your 
privileges  as  a  cloak  to  hide  their  foreign  eon- 
— '"  -ihey  are  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing— 
"s,  under  American  colors;  tbey 


British 


'  the  informal  arrangemi 
with  the  British  Ministera,  which  it  has  been  al- 
leged secured  our  seamen  against  impressments. 
WhatwasiiT  See  No  3,  p,  117  and  118— "  His 
'  Majesty's  Government  has  not  felt  itself  pre- 
'  pared  to  disclnim,  or  derozate  from  a  right  wbieh 
'  has  ever  been  mainlained.  &.e.,  and  actuated  by 
'  an  earnest  desire  lo  remove  evi'ry  csusp  of  dij- 
'  snlisfnc(ion,lins  directed  hi:-  Majpsiv's  Ministers 
'to  give  10  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Piobney  the 
'  most  positive  assurances  that  iostrnciions  have 


'  been  given,  and  Khali  be  repeated  and  enforced, 
'  for  the  observance  of  the  greatest  caution  in  the 
'  impressing  of  British  seamen."  Our  Miniclers 
honestly  believed  thai  the  assurance  was  to  im- 
piift  something  ;  but  they  were  deceived,  at  I 
shall  presently  show.  It  did  not  escape  the  pea- 
elraiion  of  our  Secretary,  that  no  security  wii 
thereby  afforded — he  construed  it  as  ji  was  ia- 
leodrd  by  the  British  Government.  la  his  letter 
to  Messrs.  Monroe  and   Plokney,  page  32  of  No. 

3,  he  remarks,- the  security  is  ''  that  iaslfuclioot 
'nave  been  given,  and  will  be  repeated,  for  en- 
'  forcing  the  greatest  precaution,  &c.  Iflhefuinre 
'  Instructions  are  lo  be  repeiiiiopa  of  the  past,  we 
'  well  koDvr  the  ioefiicacy  of  them.  Any  iostme- 
'  lions  which  are  to  answer  ihe  purpose,  must 
'  differ  essentially  from  the  past,  both  in  their  (e- 
'  nor  and  their  sanctions."  His  exposition  was 
the  correct  one.  The  objeclious  he  took  are  con- 
clusive; they  contain  themuUumfnporvo.  Tbe 
construction  given  by  our  Ministers  i:i  to  be  found 
in  No.  3,  page  13S-9,  wherein  they  stale,  "one 
'  opinion  is,  that  ihe  practice  would  be  essentially, 
'  il  not  completely,  atiandonett.  Tliat  opinion 
'  has  been  sinceconfirmed  by  frequent  einferencea 
'  on  the  subject  with  the  British  Commissianets, 
'  who  have  repeatedly  assured  qs,  that  in  their 
'  judgDieut  we  wrte  made  as  secure  agiinst  the 
'  exercise  of  their  pretension  by  the  policy  which 
'  their  Government  had  adopted,  in  regard  to  that 
'  very  delicateand  iniporlaui  question,  as  we  could 
'  have  been  made  by  treaty."  Again,  in  page  178 
No.  3-~'<lt  was>lbeir  idea  that  by  discnotinuiag 
the  practice  in  the  mode  proposed  by  them,  &c. 
the  Utiiied  States  would  in  the  interim  enjoy  the 
security  iJicy  i-ouzht."  In  their  letter  lo  Mr. 
Canning,  page,  20S  of  No.  3,  referring  to  the  ia- 
formal  arrarieeruent,  tiiey  state,  that  as  ''an  ef- 
fectual equivalent  far  the  forbearance  of  tbe  prac- 
tice" the  itifornial  understanding  war,  that  ''its 
practical  effect  would  remove  the  sexalton  com- 
plained of."    Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  No.  4,  pages 

4,  3,  6j  7,  8,  9,  even  goes  further— he  .contends 
'■that  It  contained  a  concession  in  (our)  favor, 
favorable  lo  our  interest."  [Mr.  J.  raadlbosepas' 
sages  at  length,  and  referred  particularly  to  page 
7,  wherein  Mr.  Monroe  saj's] — "I  mean  however 
'  distinctly  to  slate,  that  it  was  understood  that 
'  the  practice  heretofore  pursued  should  be  abin- 
'  doned,  and  that  no  impressment  shuald  be  otade 
'  on  the  high  seaV  excepting  in  cases  like  one 
put  to  him.  wherein  he  supposes  a  merchant  ves- 
sel laying  in  the  Tagus,  and  the  desertion  of  sea- 
men from  a  British  ship  of  war  to  the  merchant 
vessel,  that. there  it  would  be  reasonable,  "and  lo 
such  cases  it  was  understood  that  the  jiraclice 
should  in  future  be  CDn6ned."  Oor  Hiaistrrs 
were  mistaken- fur  the  obvious  import  of  the 
words  in  the  Briiish  notcis  (iTit  meant  anything) 
a  complete  recognition  of  the  tight,  which  we 
deny;  and  a  mere  promise  to  exercise  it  cau- 
tiously. But,  sir,  I  stand  upon  Grmer  ground 
than  the  exposition  of  our  Government  and  the 
fair  meaninir  of  the  note.  I  have  British  auihot- 
itif  for  saying  that  they  were  mistaken;  and  I 
will  bring  before  the  Committee  a  most  iroporiant 
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documEDt,  wbich.  lo  my  extreme  surptije,  has 
oever  been  fully  presealeJ  lo  the  Americaa  p^o- 

Ele ;  for,  altboiigli  on«  or  [wo  of  ibe  [lublic:  prints 
ave  glanced  ai  it,  aaii  1  believe  have  girea  a 
■utninaryorii — noiwiiliKttiidiiigilx  jaiimaie  bear- 
ing upon  tbi*  interesting  subjecij  it  haa  not  been 
republiiibed.  I  refer  lo  the  umcial  Jocuments 
commDnicated  to  PBriiameDC'by  Mr.  Ca'DQingin 
February  last,  and  printed  by  tbeir  order.  On 
TeceiTJpg  the  note  of  Messrs,  Monroe  and  Fink- 
oy,  dated  the  24th  July,  1807,  therein  theysiate 
that  the  practice  of  impressments  was  to  be  dis- 
eoDiinueJ,  Mr.  Caaning  wrote  the  next  day  to 
Lords  Holland  and  Auckland  [be  following 
letter : 

littler  fiom  ib'-  Stertlarj/  Cawiitig  la  Lordt  HoUtmd 
and  Atitklaad,  dated  July  39,  1807. 

FoBiran  Oirica,  Jahf  SOth  1807, 
Mr  LoKB*  :  I  b>*«  tb«  honor  to  ancloae  to  your 
Lordshipa.  the  coptei  of  a  note  which  I  hiTe  lEceived 
from  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkncy,  and  or  the  (evertf 
docuinenti  that  aceoCapftnied  it.  I  submit  these  pa- 
para  to  the  consideration  of  your  Lordshipt,  fbr  the 
pvrpoaa  of  calling  your  attantion  to  that  pamgs  of 
(he  note  which  refei*  to  a  auggedion  on  the  part  of  hi* 
iAt^/Mtj't  Commiauonera,  on  (be  snbject  of  the  im- 

traaameot  of  seamsD  from  on  Iroard  of  American  ihipa. 
I  ia  extremely  desirable  that  Hia  Majeaty's  Government 
abooM  have  the  fiillegt  infornation  on  this  important 
point ;  and  I  havs  to  request,  that  your  Lordahipa  will 
be-  pleased  to  state  to  me,  nhether  the  repieaantBtion 
coatafnedin  tbispanoftbenoteof  the  American  Oom- 
miasianers  be  accurate ;  aiid  whetlTer  your  Lordships 
signfied  any  aach  scqnieiicence  sa  is  there  described  in 
the  implied,  "  Infotinsl  understanding,  respecting  the 
'  forbearance  to  be  obeervod  by   ■     —  ■  ■  ■ 

*  reftril  to  the  practice  of  impt 

*  board  of  A  meriean  vessels.' 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

RL  Hon.  Lord  Hoilihd  and  I.ord  AvczLiiiii. 

To  which  they  returned  the  followiog  answer, 
dated  July  28, 1607: 

Letter  from  Lordt  Htlland  <md  Auckland  M  Mr.  Sec- 
tary Canning,  doled  Julif  S8,  IBOT.' 

Bi«!  We  have  reeeived  the  "honor  of  jom-  lellei 
with  its  •eveial  enclosures,  and  are  desirous  to  give  Ih 
fullest  information  in  oar  power  teapecting  any  partof 
our  lata  negotiation  with  the  CommissiDnera  of  the  i 
United  States.  We  have  accordingly  applied  oar  at. 
tantion  to  that  passage  of  the  note  deUvervd  to  you  by 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Finkney,  which  elates  that  "  ao«n 
aRci  the  tuspensiOQ  of  the  negotiations,  il  was  sug- 
gested by  Uu  Msjeitj'a  CommieaiDnars  tha^  if  the 
topic  relative  to  impicsament  should  be  pipressly  re- 
sAved  for  future  conventional  arrangement,  and  a 
pledge  given  to  the  United  Slates  for  resuming  the 
eonridsration  of  it  at  a  convenient  sesson,  with  that 
vievr )  and  that  if,  in  the  mean  time,  such  an  infoimal 
understanding  should  be  substituted,  as,  in  its  practi- 
cal efiect,  wonld  remove  the  veiation  cotni^aiiied  of,  it 
might,  perfasps,  bs  yst  possible  to  condnct  the  negotis- 
tion  to  a  result  which  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
isapeelive  Govsrnments.  And,  in  pnnnance  of  this 
•oggestiim,  Ibe  Brlti^  Commiaaioners  presented  tfaeir 
official  note  of  the  8th  day  of  November  laat.*' 
It  appeals  to  us  that  the  sateral  parte  Of  this 


snt,  taken  with  tbe  contcit,  have  all  the  accuracy, 
id  honorable  and  right  meaning  which  vre  experienced 
the  whale  negotialien. 

When  the  American  Commissioners  speak  of  "such 
I  informal  understanding  to  be  substituted,  as  would, 
it«  practical  effect,  remove  the  voiation  complaineil 
,"  ihey  do  not  mean,  and  certainly  His  Majesty's 
Commissioners  never  meant,  that  there  should  be  a  for- 
bearance or  suspension  or  discontinuance  of  the  prac- 
nd  exercise  of  the  impressment  of  British  seamen. 
On  the  contrary,  they  proceed  to  say  tbat,  "  pursuant 
the  suggestion  of  Uio  British  Commiasianers,  the  oS- 
il  note  of  the  8lh  of  November  was  prcsent«l,"     To 
st  note  wo  beg  leave  to  refer. 

We  considered  tbat  note,  and  still  consider  it,  as 
pledging  His  Majesty's  Goverwnsnt  to  give  instrno- 
tions  to  British  crullers,  "to  be  very  cautious  in  tho 
._jrcise  of  the  right  of  imptsssing  British  seamen,  to 
take  the  atricteet  care  to  preserve  the  cltizena  of  the 
United  States  from  motestation  or  injury,  and  to  re- 
dress any  grievances   which   might  be  sustained  bj 


then 

When  the  negotiation  proceeded,  alter  our  delivery 
of  that  note,' we  thonght.and  still  think,  that  the  treaty 
which  we  signed— oinltting  the  point  of  impressment, 
il  other  points  aflcrwarda  included  in  the  pro- 
posed additional  articles — was,  in  itaelf,  complete  and 
unconditional,  and  subject  to  no  reservation  oi;  either 
part,  except  Uiat  which  was   expieased  in  our  aecond 

-    of  the  SOth  of  December,  on  the  aignature  of  the 

'fcircomatancea  had  not  taken  tjace,  which  made  it 
duty  to  suspend  the  signing  of  the  additional  arti- 
icles,  and  which  eventually  discontinued  the  negotia< 
tion  in  our  handu,  we  should  have  considered  ouraelvea 
as,  bound  to  advert,  bona  Jidt,  to  the  further  pledge 
contained  in  our  offidal  note  of  the  Sth  of  NoTamber. 
We  mean  that  paragraph  which  states,  "  that  no  re- 
cent caaea  of  complaint  have  occurred,  reapecting  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  impressment,  and  that  no  prob- 
able inconvenience  can  jesult  from  the  postpanement 
of  an  srticle,  subject  to  so  many  difficultiea  )  stilt,  that 
His  Majeaty's  Commiaaioners  are  inatructed  to  enter- 
tain tbe  discuasion  of  any  plan  that  can  be  devised  to 
eecnre  tiie  interests  of  both  Staten,  without  any  injnry 
to  rights  to  which  they  are  reaoectivelv  attached."  The 
obvious  sense  of  this  paragrsph,  and  the  Anns  and  sob- 
stance  of  the  completed  treaty,  and  the  proposed  addt- 
tional  ]irtLctcs,  itppear  to  us  lo  leave  no  doubt  relative  to 
the  mutual  understanding  and  views  of  those  whowreo 
employed  in  a  negotiatidn  of  each  importance  te  tbeir 
'  respedivo  countrieqi 

We  bave  die  honor  to  be,  &«. 

VASSAL  HOLLAND. 
AUCKLAND. 
Right  Hon.  Ocoaoa  CiBiiiiia. 
But  Mr.  Cnoning  was  not  salisGed  with  ihia 
explici[  axurance,  sod,  to  ptaiie  ihe  queation  be- 
yond all  doubt,  or  more,  jierbnps,  wita  a  view  to 
injure  the  Briiish  ncsoliators,  he  wrote  them  a 
secood  teller,  datad  6th  August,  1807. 
l^lttr  frooi  Jlfr.  Seerttarv  Canning  U  Ijtrd*  Holland 
and  Avtkland,  Jaitd  August  6,  1 807. 
Ht  J,osds  ;   In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  which  your  Lord^ips  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  addrsss  to  me,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  SGth  xHA- 
mo,  I  am  sorry  to  have  occasion  to  trouble  your  Lord- 
shipa  with  any  (bithxr  inquiry  ;  but  I  am  sure  that 
your  Lordahipa  will  feel  that  the  point  moat  irnmedi- 
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n,  teipecting  the  impremnent  or  Brit- 
UD  Kimen  iTom  American  shipa,  u  one  of  tuch  ea- 
•eatitl  imporlanrc,  at  the  preBcnt  moment,  as  to  mike 
it  neccsaarj  for  me  to  Moettiin,  with  at  much  accuracj 
■■  poaaible.  nbal  hoi  really  puaed  betn'een  ;oDr  Lord' 
diipa  kOil  the  American  Commiaaioncra  upon  this 
sabject. 

1  underataad  the  American  Commiananera  to  aa; 
thkt,  in  addition  to  whalerer  paased  in  writing  belneen 
jon,  they  rcceiTcd  from  your  tiordabipa  an  inrormal 
■aaurance  of  nomethiiig  that  "ihould,  in  ita  practical 
eflect,  remove  the  grieTsncc  complained  of."  ft;  "  the 
KriciBlice  complnined  of,"  I  undetBlood  Ibc  Commie- 
nonen  to  mean  the  p^aeIil^D  of  impreument  iUelf,  not 
any  abuaei  of  thol  pTsclice. 

Your  Lordabipi  deny  that  aiiy  rorbcarinco  naa 
promiBed,  "in  the  Knae  of  any  augpenaion  or  diacon- 
tinuance  of  the  practice,"  and  your  Lordships  refer  to 
;our  note  of  the  8th  of  November,  u  cnntainins  the 
correct  atslement  of  what  you  commDnicatcil  to  the 
American  CommiHionen. 

The  note  of  the  8lh  of  HoTember  certainty  prom laea 
forbearance  in  the  practice,  but  not  a  diacontlnuBace  of 
the  practice  of  impreaiment. 

I  am  therefore  under  the  neeeasily  of  requesting 
jour  Lordahipa  to  have  the  goodnesa  to  alate  to  me 
whether  the  note  of  ihe  8lh  of  November  iloci,  accord- 
ing to  your  Lordahipe'  recollection  and  belief^  contain 
'Om  whole  of  what  wa*  promised  or  held  out  by  your 
Lordahipa  to  the  American  Commiaaionen  upon  thU 

Whether  whalerer  riie  paued  (if  anything  else  did 
paaa)  in  converaation,  waa  in  strict  eonfaimitj  to  that 
note;  implying  no  farther  conceuion  or  IbrbeBrance, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  authorizing  no  fur- 
ther eipectation  on  the  part  of  the  United  StateaT 

If  thii  be  *o,  it  doee  appear  to  me  that  the  American 
Commiaaioners  have  miaconceiTed  the  eflect  of  your 
Lorilihipa'  communication  to  them  \  and  mutt  have 
Tepreaented  it  to  their  GovernmeDt  aa  implying  a  much 
larger  conceaaion'  than  waa  in  Jiict  in  your  Lordahipa' 
contemplation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4c. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 
X..  Hon.  Lords  Uollihd  and  Ai 


To  this  letter  they  returned  the  aubjoioed  an- 
(wer,  August  10,  1807. 

Letter  from  Lord*  Holland  and  Auckland  lo  Mr.  Stc- 
retary  Cannijig,  dated  August  10,  1807. 

Sib:  In.suawer  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  inatant,  we 
baTS  the  honor  lo  repeat  our  former  asaurances  that  it 
is  oar  desire,  as  it  i>  our  duly,  to  give  yon  every  poisi- 
ble  information  respecting  the  negotiation  with  the 
American  Commiaaionera,  which  Hia  Majesty  waa  late- 
ly pleased  to  entruat  to  ua- 

Aa  the  pointa  in  which  our  anawei  to  your  letter  of 
the  S&th  ultima  has  not  appeared  to  you  sufficiently 
clear  and  satisfactory,  we  must  again  refer  you  to  our 
official  note,  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  as  contaiuing 
a  flill  and  anthentic  statement  of  what  waa  sallied  be- 
tween ua  and  the  American  Contmiasionera,  with  re- 
(ard  to  tbe  impreaament  of  Britiah  aeameli  from  on 
board  of  Amenean  shifa.  That  note  woi  delivered 
•flee  many  fruitleaa  oonferences  held  for  the  purpoa*  of 
ilBTising  some  expedient  that  might  roeoacile  the  inter- 
•sta  and  pretensions  of  botii  nations  on  thia  ilnpaitaut 
point  But  finding,  alter  much  careful  eonaideration 
of  the  different  plans  propoaed  to  ua,  ttut  tbe  difficul- 


ties which  stood  in  tbe  way  of  any  final  uj  p,,,^ 
nent  adjustment  were  at  lliat  time  intninnonabiblt  n 
we)t  corapelled  to  rest  aatiafied  withtbe  tenpiiniT  uJ 
imperreclarrangement,whichoDTno(Bofih(B(liofNt. 
verober  promiaed  to  aflbrd.  We  certiinljdidBoma 
understand,  nor  do  we  now  undenrtsnil  ihit,  In  tht 
not*,  WB  pledged  our  Govemmenl  lo  ihgUui  in  h\im 
from  the  practice  of  impressing  Britiah  vudcd  froa 
American .vesM la.  Wc  certainly,  howeiet.did  jatu 
to  pledge  tbe  British  Government  lo  nalu  iu  aoim 
ohterra  tbe  utmost  caution,  mndcnlion,  ind  faihai. 
ance,  in  tbe  eierciae  of  that  practice;  bsl  at  ntts 
either  eipiegaed  or  implied  that  they  were  U  iati 
from  taking  Britiah  seamen  from  Americaii  mcirtui 
shipa.  We  farther  engaged,  that  our  GoTcrdinail 
would  be  St  alt  times  ready  lo  take  into  iliwrimnni. 
aideialion  any  proposal  made  to  it  by  tkc  kaaita 
GoTemmnnt,  for  the  recovery  of  desertin  frng  ihe 
British  Navy,  who  take  refuge  in  the  Aonieiii  tHti- 
tory  or  on  board  of  Amoiean  ships,  viitwii  iuiici 
recourse  to  the  means  ivliich  are  at  pceNstTaoud  lo 
for  that  purpose. 

Whatever  passed  in  conTeiaalion  was,  we  nwriK, 
in  strict  conformity  lo  that  note,  and  implied  an  kiUci 
concession  nor  forbearance,  on  Ibe  part  of  Gnil  Bhl- 

ciae  of  the  light,  which  alone,  withoat  id;  disaafiu- 
ance,  much  less  lenunciation  of  Ihe  pnctia,nfi. 
pressed  our  confident  hope  would  be  iniGdenl  U  pre^ 
vent  such  inconveniences  BndouliBgesBitli(AaKnc>B 
Commissioners  represented,  and  conleided,  tail  £<• 
quently  arisen  from  it. 

Wa  have  Ihe  honor  to  be,  Ac 

VASSAL  HOLLAND. 
•  AUCKLAND. 

Right  Hon.  Gioaaa  Cansins. 

Nolhin^  can  he  more  expiici',  lod  piore  tht 
misiafceol  our  MiuLsiers  more  unequirocillyiiujr, 
more.  Ihe  Cummiuioners  say,  ''  ihe  U-ni;  «u  ii 
*  iiseircompleie  and  uncondiiioual,  and  subject 
'  to  tiQ reservation  oneither  pan.eicfpiwliiiwii 
■  expressed  ia  the  note  of  the  30ib  of  Dntmlier,'' 
wherein  QrealBriiaio  reserved  lherighl,iioiiiib- 
glandins  ihe  treaty,  to  chaatise  us  if  WF^i'DOl 
resist  France^  in  the  way  and  manner  whtcbibr 
might  prescribe;  and  Mr.  Canaing  eehoai^i 
samesentimeitis.  The  infoTroaiiDa  h«  obuixii. 
was  a  prelude  lo  hii  -note,  in  reply  laU'^s''- 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  of  the  gaJofOeiobi'r.lsa:. 
SeepBge224,ofNo.3;  lhereiaMr.C.stii«:''Tli( 
'  treaty  was  considered,  by  llioie  who  ligntdit, 
'  as  a  complete  and  perfecl  inalrumeat.  Non- 
'  gagemenis  were  ever  eniered  inio,  on  Ihe  [wl 
'  of  Hi)  Msjesiy,  as  eonDceled  with  ibeiKaif 
'  escepisoch  as  appear  upon  the  face  of  ii,"  Ami. 
he  adds,  that,  wiin  respect  to  impKssiDenti.  K 
"  must  be  undersload  to  hare  bad  in  view  <he  re- 
-  newal  of  such  di-icas'ions,  not  aa  forming  toT 
'  part  of  the  treaty  then  nigoeJ."  I  will  ooiw- 
ceal  my  surpriise,  sir,  at  Gndiog  Mr.  Muarae,«i»> 
doubiless  knew  of  the  correspon deuce,  and  rt- 
ceived  the  foregoing  answer,  persisling  in  I"' 
cODfilruclions,  and  urging  upon  Ihe  aation  ibalii 
waa  uoderslood,  ■' that  no  impreumenMbouldlit 
made  upon  Ihe  high  oeas."  The  geatlenua  quoin 
the  documeDla  to  prove  (hat  (he  Qovenioirii 
were  aatiafied  with  theezertioaiof  onrHlnltim- 
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No  doubt  they  were — 1  believe  every  man  in  [he 
DalioQ  was  satisfied  with  their  exertions  ;  for  I 
take  a  wide  distinction  between  their  exertioos 
and  their  acts;  and  I  wish  not  (o  be  misundei- 
slood  in  doing  so.  ]  gire  ihem  credit  for  great 
talents  and  palriolism,  pressed,  as  ihey  were, 
fay  the  coQvulMons  in  Earupe,  and  (he  solicitude 
to  settle  our  disputes;  they  assumed  a  latitude  of 
discretion  consistent  with  the  genius  of  our  Qov- 
eronieni,  nnd  its  bonorable  conduct  in  the  tur- 
moiltof  diplomacy.  European  Ministers  march 
by  the  plumh-line  and  square,  of  their  litnited 
instructions ;  whilst  ours,  having  a  wide  latitude. 
may  honestly  transcend  thir  hounds.  We,  how- 
ever, at  a  distance  from  the  scene,  can  look  more 
calmly  at  the  passing  events  there,  and  refuse  lo 
shift  our  coilrse,  because  of  their  supposed  intr 
portance.  I  thiolc  they  were  miiitalteD,  in  ipakiog 
a  treaty  in  express  violation  of  their  instructions; 
and  I  think  theyslso  erred,  in  exciting  a  hope  Ibai 
they  had  agreed,  (see  page  119,  of  No,  3,)  on  that 
day,  "  to  concluilc  a  treaty  on  all  the  points  which 
had  formed  the  object  of  their  negotiation."  I 
well  recollect  the  pleasure  that  was  excited  here, 
when  this,  iofurmaiion  reached  us;  for  it  was 
coikimunicaied  forthwith  by  a  special 
But  do  I  thercrore  doubt  of  their  exerlii 
redly  not;  I  will  be  ju' 


'X 


,  I  am 
awful 
D  of  this  nation,  00  the  verge  of  war  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  abyss  of  dishonor  and  de- 
struction on  liie  other,  demands,  at  our  hands,  iht 


ion  on  ibe  other,  demands,  at  our  hands,  that 
just  charge  shali  be  sufferea  lo  Co  ont  to  the 
people,  without  its  antidote  ;  it  is  right  that  ibey 
should  see  and  know  what  their  Government  hai 
done  to  preserve  peace ;  the  grounds  upon  which 
our  claims  have  been  rested  ;  and  the  offers  which 
have  been  made,  M^.  Monroe  has  complained, 
but  I  think  it  was  without  just  cause  ;  for  who 
is  most  in  fault,  the  GoTera,meQt,  in  conforming 
to  thcii  insituctioDs,  or  he,  in  departing  from 
them? 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  accuses  the  Ad- 
ministration of  inconsistency,  in  offering  to  place 
oar  whole  relations  upon  an  informal  atraoge- 
tneot,  after  having  rejected  the  treaty  with  the 
informal  arrangement  concerning  seamen:  anil 
Mr.  Monroe's  letter  (Doc.  No.  4,  p.  14)  is  refer- 
red to,  tirging  the  same  charge.  Sir,  I  make  a 
most  material  distinction  between  placing  the 
-vrhoU  relations  upon  an, informal  undersiandiag, 
and  treating  away  everything  we  had  ro  give, 
while  the  essential  equivalents  were  merely  in- 
formally reserved.  In  the  former  ca.^e,  we  should 
retain  what  we  had  to  ofler— the  quid  pro  quo— 
and  in  the  latter,  success  could  nut  be  expected 
by  U!>,Bs  no  indulgence  could  he  tendered  lo  mduce 
a  relaxatiua  on  ine  part  of  Great  Britain.  But, 
{contend  ih«t  Mr.  Monroe  is  mistaken  in  what 
he  asserts  relative  to  ibis  subject.  Mr.  Madison's 
letter  of  the  SDih  May,  1807,  slates  explicitly  thai 
'-The  President  is  constrained  to  decline  any 
'  arrangement,  formal  or  informal,  which  does  not 
'  comprise  a  provision  against  impressments  from 
**  American  veaseU."    The  genllemao  from  Dela- 


ware says.  Great  Britain  never  will  abandon  the 
practice  of  impressmen  t ;  she  would  rather  go  to 
war.  Mr.  Monroe  says  the  sattie ;  for  "  the  navy 
andcountry  are  opposed  to  it."  And  in  Doc.  No.  4, 
p.  11,  he  ssys  Great  Britaio  will  not  tre^t,  uuten 
the  Doa-imporlatioii.law  is  thereby  repealid. 

Doc,  No.  3,  p.  139~They  would  not  indemnify 
usforseizures.  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations. 

Same,  p.  123— The  East  India  Company  will 
not  eivE  up  anything  in  relation  to  thi:  trade  to 
the  East  (udies. 

Same,  p.  129— The  West  Iiidia  mercbanis  will 
■■  to  trade,  under "  '■■' 


the 


It  Indie: 


Same,  p.  132— They  would  not  agree  to  aof 
delinitioo,  by  Ireaty,  concerning  blockades. 

Same,  p.  134— They  would  not  permit  us  to 
enjo^  the  colonial  trade,  unless  it  was  embarrassed 
by  circuitous  voyages  and  taxation. 

Doc.  No.  2,  p.  G— They  would  not  regulate  the 
right  of  search  by  any  reasonable  stipuuilioos. 

Doc.  No.  4,  p.  144— And  they  would  rather  figbl 
us.ihan  yield  much. 

Pray,  Mr.  Ohairman,  what  are  the  claimt  of 
the  American  Ooverument,  and  what  are  th« 
points  of  collision  or  importance,  to  he  consid- 
ered in  treating  with  Qreal  Britain?  Expressly 
those,  and  those  alone,  which  have  just  been  ra- 
capitulated;  all  of  wnich  are  resisted;  and  we 
are  ofhcially  informed  they  would  rather  have 
war  wiih  us  than  yield  either.  Gracious  God  I 
Are  we  a  nation  1  Have  we  not  already  become 
base  and  degenerate  in  the  very  morn  of  our  po- 
tiiical  existence,  and  unworihy  of  the  liberty  ao 
dearly  purchased?  Wh)[  would  we  treat  with 
any  nation?  I  suppose,  sir,  that  we  may  receiva 
indemnity  for  the  past  and  sccurlty'for  the  future; 
and,  regardless  of  both,  with  a  rod  suspended  over 
our  beails,  we  treat ;  aod,  tremble  with  pale  fear ; 
sacrificing  all — obtaining  neither.  We  give  up 
everything — we  receive  nothing — wiih  a  knowf^ 
edge,  too,  derived  from  the  pages  of  experience 
that  the  nation  that  consents  to  ihe  surrender  of 
one  right,  thereby  invites  attacks  upon  those  to- 
maining.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware  saya. 
we  might  have  eoniinued  ihe  Treaty  of  1794,  and 
avoided  the  embarrassments  we  are  subjected  to. 
The  Treaty  of  1794  has  already  passed  the  ordeal 
of  public  opinion.  The  Bepublicansof  thiscoun- 
try  condemned  it  then,  and  few  of  them,  I  pre- 
sume, would  applaud  it  now. 

But  I  will  lake  a  cursory  view  of  that  treaty,  to 
see  if  it  contained  any  security  against  those  em- 
barrassments, and  if  it  is  such  an  one  as  can  be 
accepted.  . 

The  first  ten  articles  are  declared  perpetual  and 
irrevocable,  and  it  is  unitecessary  to  give  any  anal- 
ysis of  them. 

The  eleventh  is  a  mere  preamble  to  the  com- 
mercial articles. 

The  iweifih  article  was  rejected.  It  related  to 
the  West  India  trade. 

The  thirteenth  permitted  a  trade  to  the  Briijah 
East  Indies,  embarrassed  with  restrictions  incom- 
patible witti  a  liberal  policy.  It  required  that  we 
should  bring  their  products  t<t  the  Uaited  Statei. 
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The  ccnMing  trade  wu  disallowed,  and  oar  cili- 
xeot  were  DOl  pFrmilled  lo  settle  or  reiide  there, 
or  go  into  tbe  interior. 

Tbe  fourieeolli  opened  all  our  porri  to  BrJtith 
mbjectK  and  Britisli  Te&wls,  and  jiermilled  tbe 
resideoce  of  merchants.  In  this  article,  ihere  was 
BO  rral  reciprocity.  We  were  allowed  to  enjoy 
the  like  privilegea  in  their  European  possessiona 
only,  where  the  balance  of  trade  is  greatly  agftia)! 
OS — -whither  we  carry  our  raw  material  and  the 
neccssarieioflire,  andreceiTeioreCDrn  tbeir  maa- 
ufactufes. af^er  they  have  received  the  final  finish 
«f  the  artist.  It  was  foreseeii  how  injnrioas  the 
lesidence  of  their  merchants  would  be.  The 
^rcts  are  ilill  severely  felt,  for  *  great  portion 
of  ihe  capilal  in  this  country  is  Britiafa,'and  all 
tta  weight  is  thtowo    into   the    enemy's  «cale 

The  15ch  profidea  that  do  prohibitmq  shall  be 
kaposed  «d  tiie  eipoTtation  or  importaliODof  any 
kclieles  that  do  not  extend  to  all  nslioDs.  Thus, 
if  an  equivalent  were  gireo  b?  any  other  nation 
for  certain  commercial  privileges,  which  may 
of\en  occur  in  a  young  nation  like  this — as  in  ihe 
mrchaae  of  territory,  ice.,  Great  Britain  became, 
tfao  facto,  entitled  to  them  ;  whereas  she  having  a 
ndaadanl  popnlalion  and  ondergoingno  change, 
tod,  permit  me  to  add,  never  grantiag  any  indol- 
geoce  in  her  European  possessions  to  any,  was 
aore  lo  profit  by  it,  while  we  gained  nolhiog. 

The  16lh  permits  the  residence  of  Consuls — 
theirs  in  all  our  seapous — ours  in  Great  Briiaiu 
and  Ireland  only. 

The  17tli  stipulates  for  captures  in  eases  where 
there  is  a  just  suspicion  of  having  enemies'  prop- 
erty on  bc«rd — this  sanction  to  seizures  on  suspi- 
cion is  objectionable,  because  the  captors  have  so 
Mrong  an  interest  to  suspect,  that  ihey  will  not, 
Lviog  as  they  do  upon  plunder,  have  viriite  suffi- 
cient to  resist  the  bribe. 

The  IBrh  relates  to  coDlTafaaod.  and  compre- 
hends tlinher,  hemp,  plank,  &e.,  which  ongbt  to 
be  excluded  from  the  list,  apon  every  principle  of 
right  and  justice,  This  is  not  all;  il  expresses 
that  there  i«  a  difficulty  in  deciding  in  what  cases 
provisions  and  other  articles  are  contraband.  It 
would  b«  difficult,  indeed^  to  decide  the  affirma- 
tire — bat  there  never  should  have  been  a  difficul- 
ty allowed  lo  exist  in  so  clear  and  palpable  a  case; 
and  a  case,  too,  of  such  immense  interest  to  this 
nation,  whereby  Great  Britain  could  with  a  single 
Sat  cut  off  our  Kreat  staples,  "our  provisions  and 
Otberarticles,"  from  their  market.  The  siipuli 
lion  that  they  shall  pay  the  full  value  for  them  i 
cases  of  seizure  is  a  Bimsy  »ecufUy.  Where  7  i 
what  place  is  the  value  to  be  asceriained?  None 
ia  mentioaed;  of  course,  then,  at  Ihe  Briiish 
ports,  already  glutted  with  our  produce,  being 
made  the  emporium  of  our  commerce.  * 
peroicious  and  anti-^euiral  article  could  _   . 

been  devised;  and,  immediately  succeeding  the 
aeizure  of  our  pro  vision- vessels  by  the  Orders  of 
1793,  it  ^ave  a  sanction  to  Ihe  principle,  that 
Qrcat  Bnlaiu,  when  commanding  the  ocean,  may 
■tarre  olhet  Datiooa  into  sabmisaton. 

The  IQth  anicle  relatea  lo  prirateers.    The  ob- 


□d  a  serious  one,  too,  to  this  article,  ia, 
that  they  are  not  sufficiently  re^itraioed. 

The  SOih  relates  lo  the  punishment  of  piracy — 
not  objectionable. 

The  21st  prohibits  imlividuaU  from  commii- 
ling  acts  of  hostility — not  objectionable  either. 

The  22d  prohibits  reprisals  noiii  justice  is  re- 
fused, and  unreasonable  delay— the  onlyobjectioo 
to  this  is,  that  the  lime  is  too  indefinile ;  and,  as 
we  shall  always  be  the  complaining  party,  wc 
'lave  a  right  to  expect  prompt  reparatioD. 

The  ij3d  article  throws  open  all  oor  porU  la 
their  armed  vessels,  and  declares  that  those  in- 

Iting  the  officers  shall  be  punished — it  farther 

Dvijes  for  our  admission  and  stay  until  time  to 
refit,  when  driven  in  by  the  dangers  of  the  seas 
into  their  prohibited  ports;  let  it  be  recollected 
that  none  of  ours  are  prohibited — all  are  open  lo 
them.  But  to  (his  article  there  are  otherinsape- 
rable  objections.  While  Ihe  British  navy  have 
the  right  to  enter  oar  ports  without  limitation  a» 

numbers ;  tbey  hold  ns  as  much  in  theirpower 

Bonaparte  does  Prussia,  when  bis  armies  oc- 

py  all  their  strong  fortresses,  and  their  weak 
ones  too — we  are  bound  to  punish  the  citizen  who 
insults  the  British  officer ;  and  why  not  paoish 
the  officer,  too,  who  insults  the  citizeni  Wehava 
ao  awful  lesson  on  this  score  in  the  murder  of 
Pierce — the  aflair  of  the  Cambrian,  and  many 
others — they  were  paniuhed  by  promotion. 

The  24lh  probibtts  the  arming  of  priraleers — 
no  objection  to  ir. ' 

The  85lb.  This  article  permits  iheir  vessels  to 
enter  with  their  prizes  wherever  ihey  please-,  ex- 
empts them  from  search  or  duties,  and  prohibiu 
the  like  permission  to  an^  other  nation — this  ia  a 
most  unneutral  and  partial  stiputalion. 

The  S6th  provides  that,  in  case  of  war,  the 
merchants  may  remain  as  long  as  they  please 
among  as,  to  carrj  on  trade.  Sir,  to  iKis  there 
are  two  strong  objections.  1st.  TheyareacnrM 
to  us  in  lime  of  peace,  and  tbey  would  be  far 
worse  in  a  period  of  war — spies  upon  us,  and 
moneyed  spies  too  ;  their  whole  wealth  and  pown 
woula  be  brought  lo  bear  upon  oor  people  for  the 
porpose  of  corrupting  them.  3d.  I  will  ever 
mainlaiu  tbe  position  that  private^propniy  is 
no  more  ju.sity  liable  to  seizure  at  sea  thaa  on 
land  ;  and,  unless  ihey  would  refrain  from  taking 
ours  at  sea,  I  would  retaliate  by  sequestering 
theirs  on  land. 

The  27th  requires  that  fugitives  shall  be  delir- 
eredup.  Under  this  article,  Jonathan  Robbins 
was  ofifered  up,  and  sacrificed. 

The  28ih  relates  (D  the  limitation  of  the  arli- 
eles ;  the  first  ten  to  be  permanent,  the  others  to 
be  io  force  until  two  years  after  the  signature  of 
prpliroinaty  articles  of  peace.  This  being  tb« 
import  of  ihe  treaty,  and  the  effect  of  all  the  arti- 
cles, which  I  have  separately  considered,  lest  it 
mi^ht  be  supposed  that  those  omitted  coaiained 
something  favorable,  I  ask  any  candid  man,  if  il 
ought  again  to  be  renewed  I  And,  if  it  were, 
wherein  is  to  be  "  indemnity  or  security  1"  The 
;  good,  if  any,  were  coniained  in  the  first  ten  arti- 
i  cles,  and  ibey  w«re  executed,  except  so  far  aa  re- 
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lateiio  ibeir  |>erraeDeDC)'>  They,  lodted.  cod- 
lainrd  roach  food ;  nnd  odb  ■rticle,  relating  ro 
the  WesisrnpOBls,  ctrallawed  up  all  that  were 
obnoxious.  Yon  must  recollect,  Mr.  Cbalrman, 
with  what  eloquence  and  effect  that  cooaidera- 
IJOD  VB9  pressed  upon  Congress ;  geotlemen  vho 
nerer  saw  an  Indian,  all  at  once  Tell  uncommon 
Bjrmpaihy  Tor  us  Western  people;  they  painied, 
in  rivid  colors,  tbe  relentless  barbarity  orthe  sav- 
ages, who  waged  a  war  or  eiierminatioa  against 
us;  no  n^e,  no  sej,  no  eondiiion,  eiempiing  any 
from  the  indiserimioaie  morder  ofall ;  led  on,  too, 
by  Britiith  officers,  flghiing  in  their  ranks  and 
GomniaDding  the  eipeditions — deriTing  inppliet 
and  protection  from  these -posts,  and  rtimulated 
there,  to  lay  onr  couirtry  wasted  and  cut  off  its 
Mattered  population.  It  contemplated  a  lottery 
ptorisioB,  too,  for  iodemniiy;  Ave  Commission- 
ers were  lo  be  appointed  ;  two  b?  Great  Britain, 
and  two  by  the  President,  and  ir  ibey  could  not 
agree  upon  the  fifth,  lots  were  to  be  east.  Well, 
ait,  the  British  Commis.iioners  decided  against 
our  mercbanis,  the  American  ones  in  their  fa  ror; 
they  could  not  agree  upon  the  Tifih,  and  accord- 
ingly drew  lots,  "  and  the  lot  fell  upon  Jonah  ;" 
we  got  the  Commissioner,  and  our  merchants 
were  paid  for  unlawful  spoliations.  We  had,  to 
be  sure,  a  hard  bargain  for  this  favor,  as  we  en- 
gaged to  pay  the  old  British  debts,  due  from  inrli- 
viduala,  to  an  enormous  amount;  but,  through  tbe 
proyideni  managenient  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, we  commuted  Ihetn  for  a  gi^xs  sum  of 
£600,000  slerlinff. 

Lei  it  be  recollecte'd,  sir,  that  we  were  then  in 
Ihe  gristle  j  now  we  are  hardened  into  the  bone 
of  manhood ;  and  what  might  bare  been  a  good 
treaty  then,  while  onr  resources  and  industry 
were  merely  unfolding  itemselTea,  would  be  a  bad 
one  now,  that  we  are  a  great,  free,  and  powerful 
nation.  Such  as  I  have  rapidly  reviewed  Ihem, 
are  some  of  the  inherent  objeeiion^  to  the  Treaty 
of  1794.  It  hasmany  sins  of  omission  loanswer 
for.  ll  contained  no  provision  coocerning  im- 
pressments. The  West  Indies  were  shut  to  us. 
There  was  no  regulation  about  the  colonial  trade, 
and  nothing  concerning  bloclrades. 

Well,  sir,  (be  Administration  has  been  accused 
of  error  in  refuning  to  accept  the  Treaty  of  1806. 
It  is  worse  than  tbe  former ;  and  proceeding  with 
tny  first  design  to  make  this  a  matter  of  fact  argn- 
ment,  1  will  take  a  review  of  that  treaty  also. 

1st-  The  first  article,  like  that  of  the  Treaty  of 
1794,  stipnlates  that  there  shall  be  s  6rm,  inviola- 
ble peace,  and  a  trae  and  sincere  friendship.  As 
the  article  in  the  Treaty  of  1794  was  still  in 
force,  this  was  superfluous,  mless.  indeed,  that 
Oreai  Britain,  having  often  violated  h,  was  will- 
ing lo  give  a  new  proof  of  friendly  dispositions, 
wnieh  lier  conduct  rendered  neees^ry. 

Article  Sd  renews  the  ten  permanent  articles  of 
tbe  Treaty  of  1794,  by  way  of  brighiening  the 
chain  of  our  recollection. 

Article  3d  regulatei  our  trade  lo  the  Bast  In- 
dies, and  is  materially  worse  than  that  of  1794  ; 
ail  we  are  confined  to  a  direct  trade  from  tbe 
litcd  Btatea  to  tfaem,  end  directly  from  ibem  to 


the  Uniieil  Slates.  The  great  value  of  that  trade, 
regulated  by  the  Treaty  of  1794  consisted  in 

Eing  (he  produce  of  the  United  States  lo  a 
et  in  Enrope,  receiving  specie  and  other 


tides  of  traffic  there,  and 


tbeti 


!  la  the 


East  Indies;  thereby  deriving  all  the  benefits 
accruing  frem  double  freights  and  double  profits. 
The  same  benefits  resulted  from  the  traffic  on  the 
return  voyages.  Under  this  article  the  trade 
Id  dram  the  country  of  specie,  as  with  specie 
principally  is  it  carried  on.  It,  like  the  Treaty 
of  1794,  prohibits  our  citizens  from  settling  or 
residing  there,  and  from  going  into  the  interior. 

Article  4lh  relates  to  ihe  trade  with  the  United 
States  and  Europe— all  cur  States  and  Territo- 
ries are  thrown  open  for  Europe  alone  ;  it  is  pre- 
cisely similar  to  the  14th  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  1794,  and  the  objections  urged  lo  that,  apply 

Article  6lh  i«  like  the  15lh  orthe  Treaty  of 
1794.  It  repeals  our  non-importation  act,  and 
prohibits  all  other  restrictive  meatureii,  which  it 
may  be  politic  to  enact  hereafter.  There  is  no 
reciprocity  in  it;  we  are  not  a  manufacturing 
people,  and,  throagft  restrictions  opon  maoufae- 
lurea,  we  wield  a  potent  engine — and  the  power 
of  discriminating  ought  not  to  be  relinqaisbed. 

Anii.-le6tb  declares  that  the  subject  of  inter- 
coarMwilh  the  West  Indies  ehall  be  posijioned. 
Bir,  Ibey  can  not  subsist  without  the  supplies  re< 
ceived  from  ua ;  and  yet  they  will  not  allow  ua 
to  trade  thither,  at  a  time  when  every  port  we  own 
is  thrown  open  to  them. 

Article  7tb  relates  to  Consul.*,  and  is  similar  to 
the  16ih  in  the  Treaty  of  1794— the  same  objec- 
tions apply  lo  it;  their  Consuls  are  allowed  lo 
reside  at  any  of  OUT  porta — ours  are  eonfined  to 
Europe,  anti  excluded  from  the  East  and  Weat 
Indies,  and  all  other  places. 

Article  Sth  enneerns  capiurea  on  just  suspicino 
of  being  enemy'a  property.  It  is  similar  to  the 
17th  of  the  Treaty  of  1794,  and  liable  to  all  the 
objections  urged  in  relation  lo  it. 

Article  9th  is  on  Ihe  subject  of  contraband,  and 
includes  timber,  hemp,  plank,  A.C.,  which  should 
have  been  exempted,  after  the  example  of  the 
Russian  Treaty ;  and,  being  the  growth  and  pro- 
duce of  oor  country,  such  esemplion  was  the 
more  important  to  us. 

Article  lOih  relates  to  thenotifiealionofbloek- 
ades;  the  definition  of  them,  which  we  are  ao 


ously,  being  totally  omi 

subject  acquired  fresh  imporiaoee  every  day 


thia 


d  the  most  alarming  i 
upon  the  established  definitions  in  the  laws  of 
nations— insomuch  that  paper  blockades  were 
sobatilHled  for  real  ones,  and  whole  islands,  kia^ 
doms,  and  continents,  were  declared  to  be  block- 
aded.wben  Ihe  combined  fleets  of  Europe  eonld 
not  effect  it. 

Article  11th  is  on  the  subject  of  the  colonial 
trade ;  the  restraints  apon  it  are  incompatible  with 
the  cbaraeier  of  independence,  and,  at  first  view, 
the  mind  issirnck  with  tbe  outrageous  attempt  of 
Gtseai  Britain  to  dieuta  to  nt  in  what  manner  w* 
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shall  trade  niib  ihe  posseisiom  of  an  independent 
nalioa.  and  boir  we  shall  be  permilled  to  trade 
wilh  tier  enemira.  Tbe  r«gul.ilioa  is  a  bumiliat' 
iog  one ;  for  hf  it  Great  Britain  a^*$uraes  the  pre- 
rogative of  dirrctiDg  to  ivhai  extent  at  leasi  ' 
■hall  be  (axed  b;^  us.  Isl.  If  we  trade  in  1 
produclions  or  maaufaclures  of  Europe,  destined 
for  the  West  Indies,  tbe^  are  lo  be  Qrst  brought 
bete  and  subjected  to  a  duly  cf  at  lea»t  oiie  per 
cent,  before  ilier  can  be  carried  there.  If  we 
desire  to  carrjr  the  productions  of  the  colonies  ic 
Europe,  ibey  mual  be  firi>t  brou^bt  here,  and  a 
like  duly  of  two  per  cent,  imposed.  1  am  aware 
that  to  this  it  has  been  aosivered  vn:  deri*e  s  rer- 
enue  from  the  traffic  ;  but,  sir,  1  am  not  far  coi' 
lectio^  H  revenue  from  our  cilizens  at  foreign 
dictation — besides,  ibe  double  voyages  and  ex- 
penses so  eabaoce  the  price,  that  we  caonat  com- 
pete in  tlie  market  with  ihe  British  productions; 
and  itttperaies  as  abouniy  ig  that  amouot  on 

Article  12th  concerns  mariiime  jurisdiction, 
but  witliiQ  the  defined  limils  perniili  the  right 
of  search,  to  see  il  [lie  vessel  belongs  to  an 
enemy.  Within  qurjuri^dictiunal  limits  we  musl 
maioiain  exclusive  jurisdiction,  or  fritter  away 
our  independence— within  them  it  is  a  oaiversally 
ackoowiedged  principle,  [bat  the  national  sover- 
eignty is  as  complete  at  sea  as  on  land :  nay,  so 
ipvLolable  is  thai  sovereignty,  that  even  enemy's 
vessels  are  exempt  from  attack  and  capture.-  It 
is  true,  that  iu  the  case  of  ibe  Impelueux,  Oreal 
Britain  trampled  upon  the  law  of  nations;  but  il 
is  not  the  less  obligatory,  although  we  submitted 
lo  the  degradatioti  of  it*  violation.  Once  allow 
the  tight  of  search  for  the  purpose  expressed,  and 
the  moat  alarming  abuses  will  follow.  In  this 
article  there  is  no  provi^iion  against  hovering 
around  our  ports,  and  taking  stations  there,  to 
surprise  and  vex  our  inward  and  outward  bound 
trade — a  provision  of  indispeflsable  necflssity, 
taught  us  by  the  melancholy  lessons  at  New 
York;  for  that  imporlani  place  ha^  been  effectn- 
ally  blockaded  by  British  vessels.  Out  jurisdic- 
tioD  must  be  romplece  and  exclusive. 

An.  13ih  regulates  the  ri^ht  of  search:  it  is  to 
be  exercised  as  favorably  as  the  course  of  the  war 
may  permit,  observing  as  much  as  possible  tbe 
ptincipltis  of  the  law  of  oalions.  This  is  a  lati- 
tude, boundless  as  the  universe;  it  is  completely 
nndefined  ;  il  is  a  mockery  of  i>ur  understandings. 
Oreat  Britain  may  give  new  aspects  to  the  war 
every  day,  and  being  sole  judge  of  the  favorable 
course  which  the  war  may  |>etmit,  will  riot  upon 
oar  rights.  Ii  ackoowletlges  ihe  justice  of.  nay, 
BtDCtioDs  a  departure  from  the  law  of  nations: 
belter,  therefore,  be  wilhoul  (he  article  entirely. 
Every  man  who  has  attended  lo  ibe  history  of 
our  humiliations  at  sea,  must  recollect  the  many 
complaints  of  abuses  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
search.  Instead  of  keeping  at  a  proper  distance, 
and  limiting  the  number  allowed  lo  visit  our 
tterchant  vessel,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  examining  her 
eharacier  and  lading,  our  capiain  is  ordered  with 
bis  papers  to  come  on  board  of  [be  British  ship, 
launched  in  bu  crazy  boat  upon  a  boisteioua  aeji, 


at  the  imminetit  danger  of  his  life,  and  there 
saluted  wilh  the  most  abusive,  ungentlemanly 
language.  U  furlher  relates  to  judgments  in  prize- 
cases  and  to  restilutiOQ  for  unlawTul  caplorea:  a 
copy  of  [he  sentence  and  proceeding,  of-the  ad- 
miralty courts  shall  be  given,  if  required.  Sir,  it 
should  have  gone  further,  and  compelled  the  ad- 
miralty judge  to  have  staled  the  grounds  of  hii 
opinion.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  the  court  it 
an  ex  parte  one :  we  have  no  security  Tor  i  is  io- 
tegrity,  and  the  abuses  committed  by  ihem  are 
alarming.  Their  forms  of  judgments  are,  "con- 
demned as  enemy's  properly,  or  otherwiA" — aad 
our  courts,  whera  cases  depending  upon  those  de- 
cisions h^ve  come  before  them,  decide  that  the 
decree  is  conclusive,  unle!»  there  is  error  apparent 
on  the  face  (|f  it.  Indeed,  t  believe  ibep  go  fur- 
ther, and  condeicend  to  be  the  mere  registers  of 
Ihe  British  Admiralty  edicts.  How  no  an  error 
io  tbe  opinion  of  the  judEe  appear  when  he  con- 
demns on  the  erouna  ol  "enemy's  property,  ot 
otherwise  7"  There  is  all  extreme  necessity  for 
some  checks.  Sir  William  Scott,  judge  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  who  has  assumDd  to 
himself  the  high  character  of  impartial  expounder 
of  the  taw  of  nations,  for  all  nations,  with  all  hi* 
great  laieots,  has  been  uoabte  to  recancile  his  ia- 
consistent,  time-serving,  varying  decisions;  and, 
failing  in  that,  has  been  at  Jcngth  compelled  to 
Cake  refuge  under  [he  orders  of  ihe  Briiish  Privy 
Council:  [he  laws  of  nations,  of  reason,  morality, 
and  everything  else,  being  disregarded.  Sir.  iberv 
is  no  provision  for  a  bona  fide  restitution;  uid  in 
proof  of  the  abuses  practised,  I  will  state  a  case 
which  occurred  last  summer:  A  vessel  belongiDg 
to  au  American  merchant  was  dispatched  in  baT- 
last  10  Guadaloupe,  under  a  permission  from  the 
President,  to  collect  a  debt  due  to  him  there- 
Being  prohibited  by  tbe  embargo  laws  from  carry- 
ing any  lading,  the  owner  drew  bills  upon  hi* 
debtors,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  specie,  or 
perhaps  desiring  lo  import  some  oflhcprodac- 
lions  of  the  island  into  the  United  Staie^  as  b« 
law/ully  might,  he  received  sugar,  &C-,  in  dt»- 
charge  of  the  debt.  On  the  return  voyage,  the 
vessel  was  captured  and  carried  into  Anligoa,  and 
libelled  there.  The  judge  was  disposed  at  Gnt 
to  condeinu  the  property  under  the  order  of  June ; 
but  finding  a  better  expedient,  he  determined  that 
it  must  ae  enemy's  properly,  as  ihere  was  no 
cargo  to  purchase  tt  wilh ;  and  inasmuch  as  draw- 
ing bills  might  be  converted  to  the  fraudalent 
covsr  of  enemy's  properly,  be  delermiued  ii  was 
enemy's  property,  and  coademoed  ii.  Well,  sir, 
although  the  cargo  was  worth,  and  would  have 
sold  here  for  $12,000,  by  being  exposed  tu  sale  in 
a  glutted  market  it  brought  only  83.400.  Tbe 
costs  of  prosecuting  tbe  claim,  in  the  rice  ad- 
miralty court,  were  (1.000;  and  it  was  admitted 
on  all  bands,  that  the  expenses  of  appeal  vroald 
be  92,000  more.  Although  iiwas  most  certain 
that  the  decree  would  be  reversed,  il  was  eqtially 
so  that  nothing  would  be  resianul  but  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale:  so  that  after  succeediag,  otu 
citizen  would  lose  his  property,  and  ftlDO  into  IM 
bargain.    Suppose  a  vessel  captured  merelj  for 
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the  spoil,  carried  inio,  and  sold  at  St.  Joltn'o, 
where  there  are  no  bidders  able  to  exceed  S150j 
and  in  such  case  reslitutioD  of  ibe  proceeds  (wliich 
is  the  UDtversit  rule)  were  decreed — what  is  the 
effect  1  IiiTitaiioa  to  plunder,  although  they  have 
sufOcieot  already.     Sir,  I  aia  for  eiposiog  ibeir 


judges  have  put  oa  thereby.  Such  a  provision 
WDjId  effect  the  object. 

The  Uih  ariicle  relates  to  piracy.. 

Tlie  ISib  prohibits  citizens  from  joining  others 
ia  hosilliiy. 

The  16th  prohibits  reprisals  umil  complaiai  is 
taade,  and  unreasoaable  delay;  it  is  similar  to  the 
23d  of  '91. 

The  17th,  like  the  23d  of  the  Treaty  of  '94.  ad- 
mits all  their  armed  vessels  into  our  ports,  and 
requires  ihe  puaishmeDt  of  those  iasuliiag  their 
officers.  I  will  not  re^ieai  the  objections  already 
urged,  nhen  diicussiDg  the  23J  article. 

Art.  18th  relates  toarmiog,  to  the  ports  of  the 
two  baiionv. 

Art.  19th  provides  for  the  admission  of  their  pri- 
Tateers,  with  their  prhfcs,  wheoAvet  they  pleue. 
I  wish  oat  to  be  misuiiderstood,  in  discussing  this 
treaty,  as  intimating  that  iheprovisidosare  not  re- 
ciprocal upon  paper;  vkat  I  coatcnd  ia^  that  there 


poisible.  Great  Britain  preferji  war  to,  peace. 
We  have,  comparatively,  no  navy.  Qreat  Brilain 
has'>l,OO0shipsofwar.''  Thisarticta  farther  pro- 
TJdes,  that  the  priraleera  of  the  enemies  of  Qreat 
BritaiD  shall  not  be  allowed  to  emet  wiih  iheir 
prizes;  but  if  forced  ia  by  necassily,  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  hasten  iheir  departure;  and  that 
hereafter  we  will  not  make  a  treaty  ittconsistent 
with  these  provisioos.  Such  astipulation  in  lime 
of  war,  is  a  gross  de)Mrlure  from  neutrality; 
which  consists,  in  preserriog  a  strict  impartiality 
between  the  belligerents — granting  no  advantage 


future;  for,  in  this  particular  at  least,  every  natioo 
enteriag  into  treaties  with  uh,  and  indeed  wiihoni 
(hem,  has  aright  to  expect  ihatwc'will  admit 
them  upon  the  terms  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
Art.  2Dth,  likelbe  Si6ih  in  the  old  treaty,  per- 
mits the  raerchaats  to  rei<ide  here,  trade  &0.,  du- 
ring a  war  with  us.  What  I  urged  against  the  26[li 
article  need  not  therefore  be  repeated.  I  hare, 
l)owever,anaddjiioaal  objection  to  this;  it  provides 
ihat  if  their  merchants  are  suspected  tliey  may  be 
(varned  to  go  off,  and  shall  even  after  such  warn- 
ing b«  allowed  to  remain  twelve  months  in  the 
;auotry.  I  want  irnoe  of  thuir  mercbanli  here, 
kod  I  do  not  wish  any  of  ours  to  reside  in  Qreat 

Art.  21st,  like  the  27ih,  is  for  delivering  up  fu- 
ptives  from  justice. 

The3Sd,  shipwreck. 

The  23J  requires  thai,  ia  future,  Great  Brilain 
ihsll  receive  all  the  benefits  of  the  most  favored 
lation.  We,  sir,  are  shut  out  from  British  colo- 
ites :  and  let  me  suppose  that  Fraooe  and  Spain 


should  open  theirs  by  treaty,  in  consideration  of 
some  comroercisl  privilege— that  Spain  should 
cede  Florida,  and  stipulate  in  the  treaty  for  the  re- 
servation of  some  indulgence — shall  Great  Brit- 
ain instantly  without  aoy  equivalent  eijoy  the 
like  benefits  7  lis  operation  necessacily  is  to  pre- 
vent us  from  makiat^a  bargata  ;  and  lelilbe  kept 
in  mind,  iltat  Great  Britain  canmtt  enlarge  her 
European,  possessions;  that  her  system  in  tbem  is 
unchangeable,  and  do  inducements  can  be  offered 

The  24ih  article  concerns  the  stave  trade. 

The  2dlh  provides  a  reservation  that  no  treaties 
in  eiistence  shall  be  contravened. 

Such  is  the  substance  uf  iIhs  famous  treaty: 
let  any  gentleman  examine  it  impartially— let 
him  coDsider  the  objectionable  tendency  of  the  ar- 
ticles, and  above  all,  the  total  absence  of  any  pro- 
vision Gccuficig  U9,  and  1  fear  not  that  his  decia- 
lon  will  support  his  Govefnmenl,  io  the  ground  it 
has  taken.  If  the  Treaty  of  1794  had  much  to  an- 
siaer  for  the  crime  of  omission,  this  has  much  in- 
deed ;  for  they  far  transcend  the  former. 

Upog  the  great  points  of  diffieulty  and  collisioD, 
no  provision  was  made;  we  treated  away  all  we 
had  to  give,  and  trusted  to  chance  and  fate  for 
our  security.  By  thjc.  treaty  all  'onr  ports  were 
opened,  all  our  laws  restriciins  British  commerce, 
British  ships,  dec,  were  repealed. 

Upon  the  great  point  of  impressment,  the  treaty 
was  sileoi. 

The  West  Indies  were  shut  upon  us. 

The  East  Indies  more  than  half  closed  beyond 
what  they  were  io  1794. 

There  was  no  provision  for  indemnifleation; 
there  too,  the  treaty  wassili<nt.— aad  silence  upon 
that  P^'dC  iSj  ID  effect,  a  total  abandoameni  of  it. 
The  Treaty  of  1794  contained  anch  a  provision, 
and  so  did  the  treaty  with  France.  It  has  been 
most  uncandidly  asserted,  that  we,  in  the  treaty 
with  France,  promised  to  pay  our  citizens  with 
our  own  money.  It  was  a  wise  provision  in  the 
Ldniaiaoa  convention,  that  a  part  of  the  purchase 
money  should  be  applied  to  the  indemniGcatloaof 
our  citizens ;  the  price  was  nnl  thereby  augmented 
one  cent,  Bttd  all  candid  man  acknowledged  that  it 
was  a  rood  bargain  ;  the  island  of  New  Orleans, 
alooe,  being  worth  more  than  the  sum  given  for 
all  Louisiana,  with  its  counlless  millions  of  acres. 

There  was  no  provision  against  a  British  exjiort 
duty,  whereby  they  tax  usioa  large  amount,  and 
we  by  our  Constitution  are  prohibited  from  re- 
taliating. 

No  provision  against  illegal  blockades. 

And  noneifor  permitting  the  residence  of  onr 
Consuls  at  any  of  their  possessions  except  in  Eu- 
rope. 

In  a  word,  there  was  no  indemnity  for  the  past, 
no  security  for  the  future. 

But,  sir,  there  was  a  sting  affixed  to  it  more 
poisonous  than  the  adder's.  I  allude  to  the  infa- 
mous rider,  in  Mn.  3,  page  163,  which  Lords  Hol- 
land and  Auckland  say. was  the  only  condition  or 
reservation  annexed  to  the  treaty.  It  declare — 
if  Franca  should  attempt  to  eiecuie  the  Bfrlin 
decree,  "  ibey  are  confident  tbe  good  sense  of  the 
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'American  OoTerameai  Will  perceiTe  (he  faial 
'  coQEequence  of  sDch  preiensioas  la  neairal  eom- 
'  merce,  aodtbal  iin  syit'xi  and  regard  for  Ditiaoal 
'  honor  will  prercDI  its  acquie«eeDr«."  Bat  if  the 
eoemy  executes  hia  llirrats  nnU  neulnl  nalions 
acquiesce,  Orfat  Britain  mky  be  eonipelied  to  re- 
taliate, and  purtue  thEsame  menFure  towards  neu- 
trals ihat  Fisnee  prsetiseE.  T-he^  proceed  to 
sign  the  treaty  in  ifie  persuaaion  itiai'  before  its 
reiurn  from  America  the  eDem7  wilt  have  for- 
mally relinquished  bis  pretentions,  or  that  the 
Uniie4  Slatei "  ly  its  coDduei  or  sssuraDcet  will 
have  ^iven  security  to  Hia  Majesty  that  it  will  not 
submit ;"  and  they  add,  that  ihe  note  is  presenied 
to  let  UB  ktiow  that  Withonl  such  Bbandonmenl, 
(b  formal  one  too)  or  sach  assurances  or  conduct 
on  out  pari,  the  treaty  shall  boi  be  binding,  or 
Qreat  Brilain  restrained  "  from  adopting  such 
measures  as  (to  her)  mSy  seeni  necessary'  for 
countera cling  the  designs  of  the  enemy."-  Upon 
B  former  oecasioD  I  dwelt  upon  this  subject,  and 
it  would  beiaadmiaaible  to  reconsider  it  ai length; 
but  I  acknowledge  that  it  would  fill  me  with 
ahame  and  anguish,  if  (his  nadoo  could  itoop  to 
the  degradation  of  sanctioning  sneh  an  outrage 
upon  its  honor  and  its  rights,  by  accepting  a  treaty 
to  which  i[  WHS  affixed.  They  confide  in  our 
good  sense — our  spirit  aiui  regard  to  honor;  are 
persuaded  we  eunaot  and  wifl  not  submit;  and 
require  that  we,  by  our  conduct  and  assurances, 
will  have  siven  securily  to  His  Majesty  that  we 
will  npt.  If,  however,  legardtesK  of  onr  national 
honor,  dtc,  we  do  snbcait  and  will  not  give  st- 
cari(y;  (hey  will  (reat  us  b«  we  allow  Prance  to 
thfeaten  or  treat  ug.  Away  with  the  treaty  and 
Ihe  rider  too! 

Our  Ministers  bad  the  meekneas  to  inform  Mr. 
Caunhg,  page  221,  that  he  ought  to  be  raiisBed 
with  olir  conduct ;  for  that  the  French  Minister 
had  assured  ours,  (hat  the  decree  should  not  in- 
fringe our  treaty  or  our  liffbts,  and  that  we  had 
witnessed  a  practice  conformable  to  ihe  brpU' 
reace.  This  was  on  the  18th  of  October,  1807, 
almost  one  year  after  (he  Berlin  decree.  Well, 
.sir,  on  (he  22d  of  October,  Mr.  Cannipg  wrote 
his  aniwer,  in  which,  although  he  does  not  deny 
that  the  decree  had  not  been  enforced,  he  inform: 
our  Ministers  thai  he  is  not  iieiiiSed  that  thi 
American  Government  his  taken  such  effectual 
steps  as  to  do  away  the  reservstion  contained 
the  note  accompany ing  the  treaty.  He,  as  « 
to  be  expected,  rejeciea  the  hunabte  security  we 
had  to  offer— nothing  but  unqualified  war  at  the 
direction  itf  Qreat  Britain  would  satisfy  him.  f^ 
war  be  proper,  do  let  us  consult  our  people  in 
makiag  it. 

The  geodeman  from  Delaware  complained 
lhat  (hia  treaty  was  returned  without  being  suli- 
mitted  by  the  President  to  (he  SenB(e.  Who  is 
Tesponsihle  for  the  formation  of  treaties,  and  for 
them  when  formed?  The  President;  and  Is  it 
reaionaUe  that  he.  should  incur  such  responsi- 
bility, where  the  treaty  was  nut  only  disapproved 
of  by  him,  hut  was  made  ia  express  violation  of 
hit  itislrnciiona ?  ShouM  he  deliberateoo  accept- 
ing  the  lieaiy  with  ilaiosaltiag  sop|JemeDt?    1 


have  examined,  and  I  trust  with  candor,  the  trea- 
ties of  1704  and  1606,  and  shown  (hat  neither 
would  comport  with  the  jnst  claims  ot  the  Uni- 
ted Siatei'. 

The  gentleman  asks,  has  not  an  error  been 

-jmfflitted  in  relation  to  ibem  ?    I  answer,  no; 

and  further.  I  will  say,  (hat  neither  would  have 

prevented  tne  wrongs  we  endure ;  the  first  (unex- 

fred)  aritcle  in   the   Treaiy  ori794  promiiesa 

rm  and  ioviolabte  ^eace,  and   true  and  lincere 

friendship  :  repeated  acts  of  war  bare  been  com- 

ilted  upon  un,  and  sincere  friendship  has  been 

ibstituted   by  the  blackes[   perfidy.     France  is 

reused  of  violating  her  trealy,  as  if  it  were  more 

iminal  to  do  so,  than'lo  break  (he  moral  law  of 

nations,    France  has  Violated  both,  and  so  has 

"reat   Britain;  the   only   difference  consists   in 

(his,  that  Great  Britain  baa  done  so  mnch  more 

frequently,  and  mnre  injuriously,  (ban  France 

The  gentlemen  ask,  (Mr,  Vm  Ditkb  and  Mr- 
Key,)  will  we  go  to  war  for  firitish  seamen  f  I 
put  it  to  (hem  as  liberal  mefi:  is  it  not  oufair  to 
ask  the  question  ?  They  know  well  what  has 
been  offwed  an  that  score;  I  have  made  a  mm- 
raary  of  Ihe  offers  to-daf  :  it  is  certainly  adempt- 
ing  a  very  unfair  diversion  of  tbe  public  mind  to 
suggest  such  an  inquiry.  Other  geniletiien  (Mr. 
0*HA,  <tc.)  ask  will  ^e  go  to  war  for  tbe  ri?hl 
of  ft-ee  ships  to  make  free  goods?  This  is  equally 
uncandid;  for  it  must  he  known,  that  however 
desirable  to  03.  we  never  have  asserted  the  prin- 
ciple so  as  to  make  its  recognition  an  indispeosa- 
ble  conditioli. 

Will  you  go  to  war  (Ihe  gentlemen  ask)  for 
the  right  of  search-?  Sir,  both  are  given  no  in 
admitting  search  for  enemies' property ;  aod  (he 
latter  particularly  in  the  project  of  a  treaty  sent 
lb  Mr.  Monroe  by  Mr.  Madison.  See  No.  2,  p, 
7.— Article  3  relates  to  the  ri^ht  of  texrcb,  auil 
proposes  to  regalafe  the  practice. — Article  II  al- 
lows the  taking  of  enemies;  and  No.  3,  p.  7, 
Eives  ^  the  point  of  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
The  right  of  search  necessarily  results  ftom  ac- 
knowledged principles  in  the  laws  of  BBiioas- 
Thequestrnn  of  contrabnnd  impliesft;  goingia 
blockaded  ports,  and  reiziog  persons  in  toe  roiU- 
tarj  service  of  an  enemy  on  board,  imply  it  alia 

The  gentleman  asserts  all  our  embarrassmenB 
arise  from  refusing  to  he  searched  far  British  sta- 
men. I  ask  him  as  a  man  of  honor,  pledged  ooi 
to  harbor  (he  servants  or  secrete  the  property  of 
his  neighbor  in  his  house,  whether  [le  woald 
submit  to  have  it  searched  by  day  or  night ;  and 
without  suspicion,  (for  being  bound  by  honor 
and  by  compact  it  would  be  insulting  him  (o  sns- 
pect  bim,)ar  without  Bulhoritv, permit  (be  neigh- 
bor Wantonly  to  enter  into  his  rooms,  open  all 
his  trunks,  desks,  dbc,  to  satisfy  himself  that  no 
fraud  had  been  committed,  knowing  loo.  that 
being  in  want  of  his  purse,  and  having  power  to 
do  so.  he  would  ,  carry  i(  off?  I  can  answer  for 
him  (bat  he  would  not. 

The  eame  gcaileman  asserts  (hat  if  we  go  to 

,  it  will  be  for  tbe  subject  of  icopreEsments. 

1. !_....  .t_.  _.       igLi  lo  make 


Ttiere  can  be  no  doubt  that  i 
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war  rather  ihan  SBbmil  oo  this  point ;  but  it  \» 
not  now  the  qaestioa  of  unmediaie  cullision :  it 
is  merfred  in  tbe  murders  of  (he  Ctiesiapeake.  and 
ihey  are  merged  in  the  Orders  of  CuUdciI — in 
the  aTOWL'd  ailempt  to  tax  u».  What  are  the 
causes  of  complainl?  IiDpreisiDenlSjSpoHationa, 
the  ease  of  the  Cambrian,  the  murder  of  Fierce, 
the  Chesapeake,  blocttades.  colonial  trade,  orders 
of  June,  Januarf,  Nuremher,  and  ever/  other 
nioQih  in  thfc  calendnr:  each  one  has  %\vea  rine 
to  some  outrage.  Invilniiotis  to  our  citizens  to 
TJriUle  our  lavs,  and  go  to  «ea  wilhoul  papers, 
thereby  inviting  to  piracy  in  its  true  definitioo, 
and  laiing  us— slemaoding  tribtUe.  Arc  not  these 
sufficient  cnusM  of  war  T  God  knows,  if  we 
want  a  juitiBcBiroo  in  iIiq  eyes  of  all  men  lor 

Sijng  10  war,  it  is  to  be  found  abuottanlly  in 
em.  The  single  case  of  Pierce  was  held  suffi- 
cient; his  murdered  body  was  carried  through 
New  York  by  ihe  exasperated  cilizensj  .the  Fed- 
«THli3ts  were  vieioj;  with  the  Repoblicans  in  ez- 
pressioDi  of  indignation  ;  Mr.  King  was  a)  ibeir 
head,  and  he  is  still  a  faTorile,  as  [he  votes  re- 
cently given  bj  them  for  President  and  Vice 
Prcsideol  will  show.  Ail  our  difficulties,  it  is 
said,  would  have  been  avoided,  if  the  Treaty  of 
1806  had  been  accepted.  This  treaty  was  to  cure 
the  king's  etil  or  the  evils  of  the  King;  it  was 
to  avert  all  oui  difficuliiei,  aliliou^h  many  of 
them  preceded  it,  and  were  unatoned  for  (hereby. 
No,  sit ;  all  of  (hem  were  pmittcd  or  sanctioned 
by  the  treaty  and  its  rider.  We  cannot  get  the 
subject- resumed,  says  the  gentleman,  and  it  is 
evideni,  that  it  was  the  beat  bargain  attainable. 
To  my  mind  it  \i  proof  of  hostility  ihe  nios[ 
deadly;  and  as  for  the  baririin  it  never  could  be 
worse.  Well,  sir,  what  shall  we  do  7  What,  it 
is  arked,  will  he  the  object  of  war?  I  answer 
re$iitance.  I  will  resist  while  thero  '  " 
living  10  aid  roe;  it  will  be  more  bor 
in  the  coniesi  Ihso  to  crouch  beneath  the  lash 
that  penetrates  to  our  vitals:  we  ahall  thereby 
avoid  a  lingering  death,  for  death  ia  inevitable  if 
we  submi[. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Est)  asks  if  we  mean  t 
figh(  France,  to  coerce  a  respect  for  her  treaty,  I 
compel  Great  Britain  to  make  ooel  On  tbi 
score  there  is  no  difference;  both  iiave  viola(ed 
their  treaties  with  ua,  and  trampled  ttpon  our 
rights.  If  we  fight  them,  it  will  be  to  resist  their 
attacks  upon  us. 

I  am  not  for  dividing  and  subdividing  the  inju- 
ries done  Qs,  throwing  the  gauntlet  and  Riihiing 
for  Ihe  case  of  the  Chesapeake  to-day,  aod  arii" 
the  battle  is  over,  challenging  them  anew  an 
fighting  about  the  Orders  of  Council 
1  prefer  throwing  all  the  injuries  ii 
count,  and  Bghtiog  (u  resist  aod  redress  them  in 
the  lamp. 

With  great  exultation  it  is  asked,  what  will  be 
the  ('ff,>ct  of  war  upon  Qteat  Britain  7  what  prof- 
it will  result  to  usi  A  nation  like  us  nirt  never 
make  war  for  the  prqfilt  of  i(;  we  proSt  raore 
from  peace.  Not  so  with  Gr^at  Britain;  her 
foreign  wara  are  hijtbly  heneficiat  lo  the  Guvern- 
meut;  they  keep  the  people  united,  their  piiDda 


engaged,  and  inattentive  to  the  crying  corrup- 
tion of  their  Minislry.  When  we  go  to  war,  DO 
mercenary  calculation  of  dollars  aod  cents  will 

weigh  down  the  «cale  ;  it  will  be  a  question  of 
try,  of  liberty,  and  independence.  But,  sir, 
an  injure  Great  Britain,  and  also  remove  a 
e  from  which  much  evit  is  lo  be  apprehend- 
ed. We  can  take  Canada,  and  thereby  put  down 
the  hostile  spirit  of  the  Indians,  lo  whom  the 
war-belt  has  neen  sent  from  Canada  some  time 
to  theni  to  take  up  the 
tomahawk  against  us,  in  (he  event  of  a  war  with 
Great  Bri(ain.  We  should  be  able  to  subdue  the 
war  spirit  which  so  much  predominates  in  savage 
man.     This  would  be  doing  much  for  (heir  hap- 

S'ness,  and  the  future  peace  of  our  country. 
esides  this,  we  should  harass  their  commerce 
by  our  privateers,  whose  profits  would  excites 
sufficient  spirit  of  adventure  to  no  upon  the 
ocean  in  search  of  prey  j  and,  above  all,  we 
should  avoid  a  pusillanimous,  dishonorable,  and 
degrading  suhmissioti.  Tills,  in  my  opinion,  will 
be  gaining  much.  War  has  been .  painted  in 
glowing  colors;  it  is  a  great  calamity  lo  any 
■■  is  the  greaieni  calamity  ihat  ever  in- 
n  devised  to  scoorge  IM  u'orld.  But 
ffreat  as  it  is,  lo  us  eubmisaion  would  be  greater. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  deprecates  the 
consequeDces  of  trusting  an  army  of  5D,000-ia 
the  hands  of  any  man,  lest  such  an  one  as  Burr, 
sealed  at  the  helm,  should  crimson  the  Ptesiden-. 
lial  chair,  and  deluge  the  counirjr  in  blood.  Bow, 
and  of  what  maierials  would  ihis  army.be  com- 
posed 1  Of  men,  sjr,  fighting  for  their  fainilies, 
iheir  altars,  and  their  fircfsides — for  the  liberty 
consecrated  by  the  blood  of  their  faihers.  It  ' 
would  contain  some  of  the  best  blood  in  this 
nation,  and  you  might  as  well  suppose  that  thef 
would  tear  up  the  Ibundations  of  the  earth,  as 
become  mercenaries.     Sir,  even  at  hearing  the 
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dy  lind  them  entering  your  service.  There 
are  many  men  who  would  not  accept  the  com- 
mand of  your  forces  on  «  peace  eaiablishmeot,  ' 
that  would  draw  tbeir  swords,  and  put  oo  the 
habiliments  of  war  in  aubordinate  sta[ion>,,ia 
the  hour  of  danger.  Look  over  ibe  list  of  your  - 
military  officers,  and  ask  your.^elves  whether  the 
colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  subordinaie  offi- 
cers you  find  there,  would  prostitute  the  liberiiei 
of  their  country,  and  cut  asunder  every  tendn 
ligament  ibal  binds  them  to  it,  to  serve  ihe  de- 
signs of  any  ambitious,  designing  man? — It  is 
imposaible.  There  are  men  on  thai  list  of  the 
mOFt  unquestionable  patriotism,  public  aod  pri- 
vate virtue;  and  in  talents,  inferior  to  none  oil 
this  Boor.  Such  men  cannot  be  I'-d  Into,  or  ex- 
cited to  partake  of,  the  Scheme.  We  are  not  ye: 
in  such  a  stale  oT  degradation  and  meannesi.  too 
often  produced  by  loife  of  mottty,  as  to  suhmit  to 
theambitiuuK  projecU  of  a  Bunaparie,  who  cuold 
wield  the  nation  in  his  rlEht  arm,  and  smite  its 
liberties  with  his  lefL  All  (hese  iujurious  con- 
tequeoces,  however,  in  their  fullest  extent,  ace 
predicted,  as  if  we  were  unworthy  of  trusting 
ourselves.    Instances  have  been  given  from  dei- 
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poiic  States  or  b  iatiog  leader'*  usurping  the 
government.  They  do  not  apply  to  us;  the  purse 
and  the  sword  are  ivielded  by  CongreEs  ;  ne  hold 
the   purse-slringa,   the   sinews  of  war;  and    wt 
thereby  have  in  sufficient  check  aoy  atabitioui 
projector.     The  gentleman  from  Maryland  com- 
plains of  an  usurpation  already,  and  argues  from 
II  Iliat   worse    is   to  foDowI  and   pray  hi 
charge:  "The  Secretary  ai  War,  io  con 
caiinz  ibe  orders  of  the  Preaideni  lo  call  i 
100.000   militia,   requests   tbe    Governors   to   be 
careful    in    sclectioe  fil    and   proper  verai 
Jtisum  ieneatU.     Why.  in  trulh,  ii  ma  high 
demeanor,  and  no  doubt  will  be  duly  contudered 
Dpon  the  trial  of  that  geotleman  bejore  the  Si 
ate,  where  it  appears  lie  has  been  impeached. 
The  gentleman  from  Delaware  warns  untoavuid 
war;  for  in  the  midst  of  arms  the  aLJII  voice  of 
reason   is  not   heard.     We    have   reasoned   long 
eoough;  everything  (hat  appertains  to  the  i 
aoning  faculties  of  man  has  been  tried ;  we  hi 
the  belter  of  the  arguiDeot,  at  our  enemies 
mit,  and  we  do  not  propose  lo  go  to  war  for  ibe 
purpose  of  old-fashioDed  reasoning.     Force  is  (he 
inly  eipedient  that  can  produce  reason  with   ""' 
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energy  and  weighi,iti  tbediplomalic  correspond- 
ence, through  the  mouihs  of  our  caniion.  The 
geniiemaa  Trom  Delaware  asks,  will  the  oalioQ 
give  its  blood  10  blot  out  the  errors  of  the  Ad- 
ministration'? Sir,  the  people  of  this  country 
have  loo  much  good  sense  to  believe  ibat  errors 
exist,  when  it  is  not  ia  the  power  of  iogenious 
■ad  able  opponentd  lo  point  (hem  out.  I  defy 
them  to  do  i(.  There  is  do  point  upon  which  I, 
humble  as  mf  (aleuis  may  be,  would  be  afraid  to 
meet  them  before  the  nation.  The  gentleman 
begs  tbe  question,  we  are  not  disposed  (o  hide  er- 
rors, or  palliate  them.  If  ibey  exist,  we  shall  be 
happy  to  discover  them )  and  I  assure  geallemeo, 
thai  wheresoever  they  may  be  found,  we  will 
endeavor  to  apply  (he  riropei  and  Consiiiucional 
correclive.  Tbe  gentleman  warns  us  to  "put 
the  enemy  in  the  wrong:"  Who,  I  prqy  you,  «re 
ID  the  wrong,  ourselves  or  (he  eoemyl  They 
have  put  themselves  in  tbe  wrong.  Wtiat.sLrl 
does  the  gentleman  mean  to  defend  the  murders 
of  Pierce  and  the  Chesapeake,  tbe  orders 

[Mr.  Van  Dyeg  explained:  da  bad  not  in- 
tended to  convey  the  idea  that  Great  Britain  was 
justified,  but  merely  that  we  should  put  her  in 
the  wrong  upon  every  point.] 

Mr.  JioKBoN  proceeded, — 1  accept  (he  gentle- 
man's explanation  with  great  pleasure.  Sir,  we 
have  put  the  eaemy  in  the  wrong  on  all  points. 
The  genticoian  from  Maryland  says,  that  we 
will  Kght  for  our  altars  and  our  firesides;  besides 
them,  all  is  calculation.  I  differ  with  him.  The 
murders  at  sea,of  Pierce,  and  of  the  Chesapeake; 
tbe  invasion  of  our  mariiime  jurisdiction;  tbe 
impressment  of  seamen,  and  luhjeuting-  our  ei- 
Dorts  to  pay  tribute,  are  not  questions  of  calcu- 
lation ;  (hey  are  questions  of  sovereignty  and  of 
independeDce,  and  existence  itself;  we  must  fight, 
rather  than  submi(  to  (hem.    We,  by  out  Con- 


sliiution.  are  prohibited  frcm  taxing  exports; 
Great  Britain  asserts  tbe  right,  and  has  taxed 
(hem,  and  I  would  reaist  that  alone,  at  all  haz- 
ards. The  two  sentlemen  say  Great  Britain  will 
no[  relinquish  irapressments,  as  by  tbem  alone 
she  supports  her  navy,  and  it  is  a  vital  principle 
to  her.  And  we  are  (o  submit,  fotEOOlh,  because 
it  keeps  up  her  omnipoteace  at  sea,  to  a  taeasore 
that  grinds  this  nation  to  powder,  and  stabs  us  to 
tbe  vitals?  The  gentleman  asks,  will  we  not 
submit  to  a  cutting  off  a  member  to  save  Ibe 
body?  I  answer  no;  I  will  not  submit  to  the 
amputation  by  Great  Britain.  I  will  not  sac ri' 
Gee  all  the  members  to  preserve  a  lifeless  politi- 
cal trunk.  If  the  legs,  arms,  ear?,  aud  no«e  are 
cut  off,  and  tbe  bead,  too,  t  am  incapable  of  per- 
ceiving the  use  or  value  of  the  body ;  aoi/ sub- 
roiision  to  Great  Britain  will  be  a  sacrifice  of  all 
these.  1  have  read  of  «  great  general— I  believe 
it  was  Cesar— 'who  directed  his  soldiers  to  aim 
their  weapons  at  the  faces  of  the  enemy's  army, 
because,  being  handsome  men,  and  more  attached 
to  their  beauty  than  their  coontry,  they  would 
turreoder  rather  than  lose  it.  But,  by  the  gen- 
tleman's system,  ibe  body  is  (he  only  desirable 
place ;  do  nut  touch  that,  and  the  members — eyes, 
bead,  and  all,  may  be  quietly  destroyed. 

The  genilemen  have  urged  that  notwithstaad- 
ing  impressments,  dec,  we  have  flourished.  Si^ 
if  we  made  it  merely  a  question  of  liallars  and 
cents,  perhaps  we  nii^t  flourish  ander  the  Orders 
in  Council — bat,  let  me  ask,  do  not  our  nadonal 
and  personal  rights  transcend  in  value  all  aucb 
calculations  7  Are  our  liberty  and  independeocc 
worth  nothing  1  Geotlcmen  say,  we  are  all  pow- 
erful for  defence — we  wish  for  no  more  than  to 
defend  our  jus(  rights — we  are  not  aiming  at  con- 
quest, and  fur  defence  we  wilt  be  mighty  indeed, 
in  a  war  against  those  who  dare  to  assail  us. 
Gentlemen  ask  us- to  convince  tbe  people  that 
war  is  necessary  and  tbey  will  act  wilb  spirit  and 
vieor,  but  not  (ill  then.  This  is  true,  ^r;  hnt  by 
wba(  means  are  (hey  to  be  coovioced,  iftbey  are 
still  incredulous?  Those  who  do  not  discoret 
(he  necessity  of  maintaining  our  rights,  aod  that 
we  bave  been  deeply  injured  must  be  as  caUtrasio 
feelina  as  the  miserable  poltroon  who,  on  beia' 
forcibly  thrust  out  of  doon,  at  length  discovered 
that  his  presence  was  disagreeable.  It  is  true,  ai 
the  gentleman  states,  tliat  (he  genius  of  our  Gof- 
ernment  leads  to  peace;  but  it  is  honorable  peace 
alone  that  can  be  fostered  by  them;  they  witl  pre- 
fer war  to  dii^grace,  cost  what  it  maf .  Peace  is 
the  sheet  anchor  of  our  prosperity  ;  but  if  forced 
into  war  we  witl  be  leitible  as  (he  (igress  robbed 
of  her  whelps.  With  much  preparation  and  de- 
Iibera(iQn  tbe  gentlemen  have  announced  to  us 
heir  system — one  is  for  trying  the  pen  first  and 
hen  the  sword.  Why,  sir,  we  have  already  tried 
hia  war  of  goose  quitls  loae  enough;  and  if  we 
■epeal!  (he  warfare  1  should  not  1^  surprised  at 
hearing  ihe  whole  feathered  tribe  squalling  and 
iqueakiDg  like  the  British  merchants  and  same  of 
lur  own  (oo,  wheo  a  bristle  belonging  lo  ihem  u 
touched ;  (hey  stjueak  from  one  end  of  the  oation 

(he  other,  and  although  they  make  a  great  cry 
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we  gel  but  Utile  wool.  Sir  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tion bas almost  been  destroyed  by  this  ^oose-quill 
warfare — t  beg  pardon  of  the-people,  it  is  the  spirit 
of  this  House  1  mean  ;  we  write  reports,  resoln- 
tious,  bills,  £c.,  we  talk  aod  write  munh  about 
them,  until  all  our  spirit  evaporates.  Not  so  with 
the  people;  we  hare  indeed  for  some  time  been 
lulling  tbem  into*  fatal  security;  they  have  been 
dozing  orer  our  lethargy  ;  but  I  trust  (hat  like  a 
sleeping  Uoti  the  nation  will  awake  and  rise  tip.io 
its  full  sirCDgih  and  rigor  to  aiseri  and  maintain 
its  rights.  The  other  gentleman  {Mr.  Kes)  is 
for  letting  loose  these  embargoed  ships,  permit 
them  again  lo  DHVigaie  the  ocean,  and  resist  by 
force  alT search  for  unlawful  purposes.  Howl! 
the  lawfulnets  of  the  intended  search  to  be  foie- 
seen?  While  the  gentleman  was  speaiini;  Iconic 
not  refrain  from  asking  how  he  would  diserim- 
ioale — I  was  anxious  to  know  bow  an  ingenious 
gentleman  could  manage  the  iiuhjicl :  he  said  b( 
would  tell  me,  but  be  failed  to  attempt  it.  The 
right  of  search  is  an  acknowledged  Fight,  rf-'' 
ance  to  it  is  war,  or  piracy  ;  for  instance,  (as 
led  in  m^  previous  examination]  to  a^certair 
character  of  the  vessel  and  cargo.  Well,  : 
British  ship  meets  one  of  your  vessela  with  the 
ioleniion  ol  enforcing  the  British  orders,  bu 
commander  does  not  order  his  trumpeter  to  pro- 
claim it  at  the  mast-head  ;  he  comes  alongside, 
and  orders  the  captain  with  bis  papers  on  board ; 
aule!>s,  out  of  courtesy,  he  boards  the  American 
vessel.  Afier  getting  possession  i>f  bis  vessel,  the 
American  learoKthal  the  object  is  unlawful,  but 
bis  vessel  is  captured  ;  aod  then,  and  nut  till  ibea, 
be  is  permitted  10  resist.  Why,' sir,  resistance 
comes  -too  laie-,  and  ever  will,  unless  we  suppose 
that  an  ininitive  knowledge  pervades  the  nari- 

Ktors  of  ihe  ocean.  The  gentleman  wishes  to 
iTe  the  door  of  reconciliation  open  a  little  long- 
er. Sir,  I  wish  not  lo  be  misunderstood  bjr  gen- 
tlemen. Although  [  can  see  no  possible  good  that 
can  result  from  further  nejgotiution,  I  am  for  a 
little  longer  delajr.  I  preler  letting  the  goute- 
quills  lay  idle  for  a  season,  and  the  cannon  too — 
although,  as  1  have  remarked,  war  is  not  such  a 
dreadful  expedient  to  me,  as  some  geailemen 
■would  represent  it;  and  uniesi  w«  receive  redress, 
I,  for  one,  will  say  it  must  be  resorted  to.  I  am 
at  present  opposed  to  granting  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal.  If  we  send  out  privateers,  ibey  will 
make  war;  and  if  we  allow  our  mere  bants  to  arm, 
Ihey  will  make  it  also— or  if  they  do  not  use  their 
guns  until  ihev  ate  searched  for  uaUwful  pur- 
poses, they  will  be  captured,  guns  and  all,  If 
they  resist  a  search,  they  become  the  aggressor, 
and  a  species  of  war  ensues.'  It  is^aid  that  Mr. 
Canning's  last  letter  proves  their  sincere  desire 


thet  rely  upon  their  acta,  than  their  pro- 
fessions. In  my  opinion  this  last  letter  is  not  less 
hostile  than  the  former  ones.  It  persists  in  the 
unrnanly  insinuation  that  we  have  acted  with 
duplicity,  and  made  our  cbmmuoi cations  with  the 
British  OovemmeDt  dependent  upon  our  relations 
with  Praoc'e.  He  has  said,  to  be  sure,  it  would 
be  gratifying  lo  him  to  aeille  all  differences  with 


Mr.  Pinkney.  Perhaps  he  deemed  It  politic  to 
hold  such  language.  We,  however,  must  appre- 
ciate it  according  to  the  aclua!  stale  of  things. 
I  know  that  I  may  be  asked  why.  under  all  these 
uopropilious  appearances  abroad,  and  unfavorabia 
circumstances  at  home,  delay  any  longerl  Why, 
sir,  notwithstanding  my  want  of  confidence  in 
their  friendly  dispositions,  I  am  still  witling  lo 
DWail  llie  events  of  a  few  fleeting  months.  As 
to  any  inherent  regard  for  our  righls,  I  put  it  out 
of  Ihe  question.  1  look  to  more  powerful  causes 
— lo  the  occurrences  in  Spain,  and  the  British 
disasters  ihere— for  there  can  he  no  question  that 
their  armies  have  been  cut  off,  unless,  as  at  Dun- 
kirk, they  have  ran  away  ;  and  that  ilieir  depend- 
ence was  upon  their  heels,  there'can  be  but  little 
doubt,  when  we  look  at  the  map,  and  examine 
their  marches,  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  seacoastj 
instead  of  advancing  by  the  side  of  the  patriots, 
and  upon  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  dis)1uling  the 
passes  through  which  ihe  enemy  bad  to  enter  into 
the  country.  The  British  nation  are  a  high-spir- 
ited people,  and  they  wilt  illy  brook  the-disgrace 
of  running,  or(if  their  armies  were  compelled  lo 
fight)  of  being  cut  off.  Either  allernaiive  is  ruin 
to  the  ministry.  When  we  look  at  the  sensibility 
excited  by  the  conventiun  in  Portugal,  we  can 
hare  little  doubt  of  the  effects  of  the  expedition 
in  Spain.  About  the  same  time  the  communica- 
tions made  to  Congress  will  have  reached  ihem. 
They  will  put  down  the  slanders  there,  that  we 
were  fursubmiiiing  to  France;  they  will  show  the 
liberal  o&er  made  hy  us  to  Great  Briiain  ;  an  offer 
in  effect,  to  join  England  against  Fiance,  by  trad- 
ing with  England,  aod  resistine  France  ;  and  the 
insolent  rejection  uf  the  offer.  All  these  concurrent 
circumstances  will  crush  the  ministry,  nr  compel 
them,  to  relai  towards  us,  and  come  lo  an  accom- 
udatioB.  Wise  politicians  yield  something  to 
circumstances  and  appearances ;  and  if  we  disre- 
gard tjiem  now,  after  wailing  with  so  much  pa- 
"ence,  and  at  a  great  sacrifice,  for  so  long  a  time, 
e  could  not  well  answer  it  to  the  nation  if  we 
isbed  into  war,  if,  as  is  probable,  the  olive  branch 
cros.siog  the  Atlantic  to  us. 
As  to  fighting  France  it  is  idle ;  we  can't  get 
there,  and  they  can't  come  here,  and  their  ships 
are  swept  from  Ihe  ocean.  I  will  not  join  gen- 
tlemen in  their  project  of  fighting  Fiance,  and 
ibmilting  to  Great  Britain  j  I  am  for  fighting 
e  enemy  who  has  dune  us  most  wrong.  Tha 
juries  committed  by  England  exceed  those  by 
ranee  an  hundred  bild.  While  Oreal  Britain 
kicks  us  on  the  highway,  robs  and  insults  us,  we 
>ocket  the  affront ;  but  if  France,  like  a  man  on 
lurseback,  happens  to  approach  us  near  enough 
o  spatter  the  mud  upon  us,  and  dashes  on  in  full 
peed ;  after  getting  out  of  sight  we  offer  battle, 
ind  taking  courage  from  our  security  we  look  big 
and  brave.  Upon  my  soul  I  believe  that  one  of 
the  members  of  this  House  (Mr.  Quinct)  would 
have  nerre  enough  for  such  a  daring.  I  am 
gaiDHt  arming  our  merchant  vessels  unless  we 
nake  war ;  for  on  the  dav  they  sail  the  peace  of 
the  nation  is  gone;  ibey  nave  the  power  of  mak- 
ing war  transferred  to  iheu,  atid  they  may  wage 
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keeping  off  the  eril  day  as  lotif^  as  pos^ble,  and 
for  pursuing  itae  adrice  of  the  good  old  Laertes 
to  liix  lou,  "  Beware  or  rD[raiie>:  in  a  quarrel,  but 
being  io,  be  Ctm  and  thy  enemy  will  beware  of 
thee."  I  am  out  foe  immedmlf.  war ;  but  let  me 
entreat  gealletaen  nol  to  abandon  the  ground  we 
have  taken,  at  a  time  luo  when  the  people  from 
almost  every  quarler  of  the  Uuion  are  pledging 
themselves  to  support  il.  There  are  a  few  fac- 
lioua  spirits  lo  be  sure,  who  clamor  against  our 
measurea;  they  have  clamoied  at  all  limes )  their 
approbation  is  not  desirable ;  it  alone  would  uii' 
hinge  the  aSeclioas  of  the  people  in  a  great  de- 


Tity,  do  what  ibey  may.  I  will,  as  far  as  I  can. 
resist  those  measures  which  1  deem  uqwibb  and 
impolitic,  but  my  resistance  shall  be  confioed  with- 
in Ibe  Conslituiional  limits,  and  [  will  be  ready 
at  all  times  to  coerce  others  to  respect  them.  If 
the  majoiiiy  will  give  up  the  embargo  without 
■ubsiitULing  war,  and  thereby  submit,  however 
much  I  deprecate,  such  a  burrender  of  ptiucipje,  I 
must  acquiesce.  One  argument  urged  with  ranch 
eOecl,  though  ceruitiiy  ufno  intriusic  weight,  is, 
that  we  must  ramove  the  embargo,  or  the  mer- 
chants will  do  it  for  us.  Sir,  oa  the  day  we  yield 
to  the  menaces  of  a  faclion  our  CotiEtitutioa 
not  worth  a  straw-  If  you  sacrifice  ibis  measui 
to  a  faction  in  the  East,  you  must  sactifice  anothi 
to  a  faciioD  in  the  West ;  for  iJie  motneot  you  buy 
off  one  Faction  you  offer  a  premium  to  another. 
Need  I  refer  lo  particulars?  Look  at  your  pub- 
lic lands;  there  are  men  daring  enough  already 
to  assert  that  selling  them  is  unjust,  and  ibal  ii 
would  be  cheaper  lo  take  them  wilboui  buying. 
If  one  gicat  principle  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
merchants,  why  not  for  the  agriculturists  also? 
If  the  meichaocs  triumph  over  us,  I  give  nt 
that  so  far  as  depeuds  upon  me  they  shall  take 
the  consequence,  and  the  seamen  loo.  I  will  jeop- 
ardize the  peace  of  the  naiion  no  more  for  Lbem. 
Upon  a  view  of  our  foreign  relstionslfiad  that 
these  same  mercbantf  first  stitnulated  us  to  assert 
their  rights,  and  they  ate  aowthe  first  to  complain ; 
for,  happen  what  may,  they  are  always  the  com- 
ptaioania.  They  clatnoied  about  the  colonial 
trade — look  at  the  Boston  memorial  wriiieQ  by 
the  very  party  who  have  accused  their  Govern- 
ment ot'improper  conduct  for  insistipg  on  it.  We. 
after  having  incurred  the  censure  of  our  constit- 
uents for  expenditures  of  money,  4c.  for  their  plD- 
teclion,  find  Ihem  the  first  to  turn  against  us.  be- 
cause we  do  not  obey  their  clamors  in  all  things. 
If  they  drive  the  Government  into  submission,  I 
give  notice,  let  them  abide  the  consequences;  if 
they  eipect  protection  let  them  stay  at  home;  I 
am  unwilling  to  ieopardize  oar  peace  for  them 
again.  What  will  gentlemen  givt  us  asnsub- 
■lilule  for  the  embargo?  I  hope  they  intend  to 
save  appearanees  at  Least,  and  pass  a  non-inter- 
course. Remove  the  embargo  without  it,  and 
allow  the  armiD}  of  merchants,  and  my  life  od  it 
they  will  Sjht  their  way  into  the  tributary  ports 
of  Great  Britain.  -  Sir,  1  do  ikot  consider  this  la 


be  a  mercantile  question  merely  i  il  ia  certainly 
morean agricultural,  or  lathera  naiional  one.  The 
merchant  will  have  his  profits  on  the  produce,  no 
matter  whether  the  prices  be  great  or  small;  and 
the  depression  of  the  price  is  a.  loss  to  the  farmer. 
Our  produce  will  not  bear  the  tax — flour  at  two 
dollars  per  barrel  and  other  articles  in  proportion. 
But  if  this  view  be  fallacious,  it  is  still  a  Dational 
question — as  a.  nation  we  are  bound  tu  protect 
our  citizens  in  (be  exercise  of  their  Uwlul  pur- 
suits. If  the  me^hants  ha  attacked,  give  lIieDl 
protection  ;  they,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  nation, 
ought  to  be  protected  ;  it  is  our  duty  to  wticli 
over  their  rights  ;  let  us  then  preserve  themfran 
destruction.  I  never  will  consent,  if  they  arc 
mindful  of  their  duly,  to  give  them  up;  and  I 
will  not  abandon  Ihos^e  measures  which  we  dare 
taken,  merely  to  gratify  the  factious  spirit  vblih 
pervades  Nen;  England.  I  am  sorry  to  see  ao 
y  of  my  friends  yielding  to  their  clamora, 
ich  we  need  uolfea 
fuel  lo  the  flaroc.     If  oi 

tacked  en  maae,  whn  would  «ay  it  is  oo  concent 
ofour.i;  let  lbem  defeud  themselves?  Wheneref 
we  lose  Rij[ht  of  ihe  principle  I  contend  fur,  the 
same  argument  will  apply  lo  the  greai  landed  in- 
terest of  the  nation.  1  am  for  considering  tha 
various  portions  of  our  citizens  as  embaikedon 
one  plank,  to  i>iak  ui  swim  together. 

The  re:<istance  in  New  Eaglaad,  it  is  said,  is 
justified  by  the  example  in  Virginia.  lam  proud 
to  see  gentlemen  willing  lo  cling  lo  her  example — 
for,  in  1798,  when  the  resolutions  of  Virgiaia  were 
iraaimiited  lo  the  Bast,  the  Legi^laiuiea  would 
not  treat  then  wiih  decency.  They  resolved 
that  the  measures  of  Virginia  were  a  gross  usur- 
palioD,  and  deserving  marked  reprehension.  And 
whatdid  Virginia  resolve?  Thai  ihe  Constiluiioa 
had  been  violated,  and  that  the  States  who  wera 
parlies  to  the  compact  l>e  invited  to  co-operate  in 
Conatiiulional  efiurts  lo  procure  a  repeal  of  ibe 
obnoxious  laws?  And  what  followed  ?  Ia  ihe 
capital  of  Virginia  the  sedition  law  was  executed  j 
the  authorities  of  the  nation  had  declared  it  bind- 
ing, and  no  man  raised  bis  hand  to  resiM  it,  la 
New  England,  a  quarler  too  where  tha  Stale* 
were  denied  the  right  to  concert  Constitutional 
measures  to  repeal  the  sedition  and  alien  laws, 
opposition  is  organized  in  town  meetingii,  and  ia 
the  State  Legislature,  lo  resist  the  laws  by  force, 
and  to  punish  those  who  altempl  lo  execute  lbem; 
and  ihis  is  "  the  latid  of  steady  habits."  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Slates  who  are  partiet 
to  the  compact  can  interpose,  and  by  uniting  their 
efforts,  procure  a  repeal  of  laws  violating  the 
compact;  but  Ihe  course  of  wisdom  ix  lo  do  so 
calmly  and  dispasatooately,  as  we  proposed,  not 
by  a  seditious  and  rebellious  resistance. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  before  the  Con- 
miiiee.  By  arming  and  going  out  without  au- 
thority locainure  ihe  enemy,  our  properly  wJI 
be  first  sacrificed;  the  enemy  will  be  enriched; 
and  we  shall  fight  to  tee  if  we  shall  keep  it: 
whereas,  fighting  being  inevitable,  t  aui  for  it 
while  we  are  whole  and  sirongi  seuding  uui  the 
pioduce  invites  attack  j  iheie  are  many  hungry 
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ruliurw  ready  lo  pounce  upon  it  bdiI  loin  will 
follow.  Tbese  bristled  [uerchaats  will  thea  deafen 
you  with  tbeii  cries,  and  utter  tbeir  coniptaiaii 
to  the  nation  agmiast  you  for  lo  unwisely  mana- 


etfae< 


Dbargo,  and 


liirjut 


thereby  admit  a  ditniauiioa. of  danger.  The  great 
drift  of  gentlemep  seems  to  be  attacking  the  Ad- 
minisIralioD.  aod  artfully  aradiag  (he  queaiion*. 
This  is  uncandid  and  incorrect  i  let  censure  be 
applied  where  it  is  due — but  <m  all  occa^ioDs, 
woelher  right  or  wrong,  to  allack  the  Qurern- 
ment  for  the  pofpose  of  saddling  ii  with  our  nais- 
fortunes,  and  to  snieid  the  oppresjofs,  is  so  incon- 
ustent  that  it  astonishes  tne  to  Snd  it  persisted  ia. 
If  they  had  been  so  long  successful  with  their  de- 
luded followers,  1  would  apply  the  fable  of  the 
shepherd's  boy  to  ibeni — "  when  the  wolf  comes 
you  will  not  be  believed." 

Sir,  this  measure  which  you  are  about  to  aban- 
don, flet  oie  repeat  it,}  baa  passed  in  review  be- 
fore the  American  people — your  course  has  re- 
ceived  their  decided  saoctioa,  as  has  been  evinced 
by  their  recent  vote  ia  the  eleciiao  of  Piesideni ; 
Ibey  will  set  with  Stmnegs  if  we  do  our  duty  ; 
and  although  the  wisdom  of  our  plans  is  doubted 
le  honest  men,  it  will  yet  work  well — right. 
.  ihongb  vou  trample  upua  it,  will 
e  the  shock,  aua  ultimately  triumph.  The 
pletureof  war  bas  A  tendency  lo  enslave  us — there 
was  a  time  wben  it  was  thought  wise  to  risk  a 
war  for  independence;  1  hope  we  will  risk  it 
again  for  its  maintenance. 

1  have  hunted  gentlemea  from  their  lurking 
places — I  have  exposed  tfaedeformity  of  the  treaty 
which  they  say  should  have  been  accepted  by  ua ; 
and  1  trust  have  proven  (bat,  like  laudaoufn,  if  it 
eas«d  the  paii>  it  would  be  by  produciog  stupor ; 
by  lulling  the  nation  to  sleep — the  deep  of  death 
lo  your  libettiesand  indapendence.  Sir,  I  have 
discussed  this  subject  of  great  loterest,  not  un- 
mindful  of  the  argument  of  gentlemen,  that  re- 
pealing the  embarao,  and  permiitiog  the  mer- 
Ghaatsiobescoaiged,will  unite  us — much  as  i  love 
unanimity  I  cannot  purchase  itat  so  dear  a  price. 
If  the  iDerchants  rusJi  into  destruction  the  nation 
must  f«el  it — the  merchants  and  the  faimen  too, 
will  feel  it,  more  severely  than  the  embargo ;  for 
then,  instead  of  a  part  of  our  property  and  produce 
rotting  on  our  hands,  the  whole  must  be  irre- 
trievably lo»t. 

When  Mr.  Jackboh  had  concluded  the  Com- 
miitae  rose  and  had  leave  lo  tit  again. 


Toes 04 T,  February  7. 
Mr.  Hao on  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
iDhabitanl*  of  Waahiagton  county,  in  the  Missis- 
■ippi  Territory,  praving  that  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion may  be  granted  to  the  petitioners  and  other 
■ctoal  settlers  within  the  said  Territory ;  also, 
that  a  free  navigation  of  the  tiver  Mobile  may  be 
■eeured.  so  as  to  prevent  the  payment  by  citizens 
of  (be  United  Slates,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
of  foreign  dnties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  into,  and  exported  from,  the  said 
»ver,  and  passing  by  ihe  port  of  Mobile. 
lOtb  CoH.  2d  Sbsi.— 4d 


The  said  petition  was  read,  and  so  much  there- 
of as  relates  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  lands 
within  the  said  Territory,  was  lefeired  to  theCom- 
mitlee  on  the  Public  Lands ;  and  such  other  parts 
of  the  said  petition  as  relate  to  a  free  QavigalioD 
of  the  river  Mobile,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  SiBiej  with  instruction  to  thiamine  and  report 
his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  House, 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  presented  a  pelilion  of  sundry 
inhabitants oo Tomliigbee  river,in  the  Mississip- 
pi Territory,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion granted  to  actual  settlers  on  public  lands  sit- 
uated on  the  west  side  of  the  Tumbigbee  rivei, 
may  be  extended  to  actual  settlers  on  the  east 
side  of  the  same. 

The  said  petitions  were  read,  and  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NicBoi-jts,  from  the  committee  appointed) 
the  fourth  instant,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  joint- 
ly, with  a  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  exam- 
ining the  rotes  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
and  of  notifying  Ihe  persons  elected  of  their  elec- 
tion ;  and  to  regulate  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
of  administering  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Presi- 
dent, made  a  report,  in  part,  thereupon;  which 
be  delii^ered  in  al  the  Clerk's  table,  where  tha 
s.irae  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hotne, 
as  follows : 

Btmhtd,  Tbst  the  two  Honses  ihaD  sssembia  m  tha 
Chamber  of  theHoDU  of  Reprewntatitrs,on  Wednss. 
day  nsit,  at  Iwelvti  o'clock;  that  two  penans  be  sp- 
poiuled  tellers,  on  the  psit  of  this  House,  to  maktt  a 
lilt  of  the  iQ(«s,  u  they  ibalJ  bs  decUreil ;  that  the  re- 
salt  shait  ba  delivared  to  the  PrMident  of  ihe  Senate, 
who  shall  announce  the  ststo  of  the  vote,  sod  the  per- 
sons elecl«il,  la  the  two  House*  assembled  as  afonissid  ; 
which  ri>sll  be  dacmscl  ■  declaration  of  the  person* 
elected  Pmsident  and  Vice  President;  and,  together 
with  a  lid  of  votes,  be  enlfired  on  the  Journals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  NiCBOLaS  and  Mr.  Van 
Dteb  be  appointed  tellers  on  the  part  of  thia 
House,  parsuant  to  Ihe  foregoing  resoluiion  ;  and 
'lat  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  acquaint  the 


e  ther 


rith. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdbwgll, 

Retoloed,  That  a  petition  of  the  Commimionen 
of  the  Susquehanna  Bridge  Company,  together 
with  the  attested  copv  of  a  late  act  passed  ny  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  olMaryland. presented  on  the 
sixth  instant,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Say,  Mr.  Mabior, 
Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Jedeoiah  K. 
Smith,  a  commiltee,  appointed  the  twenty-sixth 
ultimo,Bnd  to  whom  were  referred  the  memorials 
of  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Tioga  Turnpike  Road  Company,  and 
of  the  President,  Managers,  and  Company,  of  the 
Philadelphia,  Brandywine,  and  New  London 
Turnpike  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  lo  the  report,  in  part, 
of  tbejoinl  committee  of  the  two  Houses  apiKiiatea 
"to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  oiihe 
United  Slatea,  and  notifying  the  pcraoiii  elected 
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and  manner  of  administering  the  oall 

the  President ;''  and  hare  appointed  Mr.  Smith, 

of  Maryland,  a  lelier  of  the  votes,  on  ihcir  parC. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EHBABGO. 

The  House  resolved  ilseif  into  a  Commiltee  of 
the  Whole,53to61,onlhere«olution  on  ihesub- 

ect  of  the  alttte  of  our  foreign  relations.  Mr, 
AtfDOLPe'e  amendment  yei  under  consideration. 

Mesari.  Sloah  and  Cook  advocated  iheaoiead- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lrott  seirl,  on  an  occasion  so  aH-important 
M  the  present,  on  a  motion  in  which  is  seriously 
involved  nolhioy  less  than  the  peace  of  this  once 
happjr  country,  Iwill  make  no  apology  to  gentle- 
men when  I  Hsk  their  attention  to  those  observa- 
tlona  which  I  mean  to  make  relative  to  peace  and 
war,  as  welt  at  the  present  slate  of  our  country. 
And  alihoDgh  I  do  doe  rice  to  debate  the  pro- 
•riety  or  impropriety  of  the  embargo,  I  hope  to, 
DC  allowed  to  name  it.  It  seems  no  sohjeet  can 
l>e,  or  Uh'  been,  debated  in  this  House,  without 
the  meniion  of  that  hateful  word  embargo.  The 
embargo  has,  like  other  things,  had  its  day;  I  be- 
lieve, with  the  gentleman  from  Conoeclieul,  that 
the  burial  is  gone  by  ;  the  vole  taken  in  the  Com- 
mittee—76  to  40— iti  favor  of  taking  it  off  on  the 
fourth  of  March,  is  accepted  by  the  people  of  the 
Uuiied  States  as  a  sure  pledge  of  Iheir  redemp- 
tion from  that  grxiwth-desiroyine  moncter.  I  do 
not  believe  with  tlie  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  D.  R.  Williawb)  ihal  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Eastern  members  in  the  minority  to 
patch  op  the  ruined  popularity  of  the  embargo  in 
that  portion  of  fbe  nation.  I  am  t':o  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Basiern  people  to  believe  thai 
a  single  town  who  have  acted  on  the  subject 
could  be  persuaded  to  alter  their  opinion  or  their 
course  by  every  argument  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure that  have  been  made  use  of  by  the  majority, 
if  they  were  enforced  by  all  the  influence  of  the 
minority;  but  I  think  gentlemen  in  the  miuority 
ought  to  be  excused  from  laboring  in'lhiseaase 
nntil  their  own  understanding  is  convinced.  It  it 
no  disparagement  to  the  Eastern  Representalivet 
to  say  that  ih°y  have  left  many,  very  many  men, 
at  least  equal  to  themselves  in  iofonnaiion  and 
patriotism  at  home,  whose  eyes  are  steadily  at 
this  moment  fixed  on  the  proceedings  in  this 
House.  Thme  people  have  never  been  made  to 
believe  that  some  foreign  nation  would  make  war 
upon  us  if  we  dill  not  lay  an  embargo;  or  if  we 
thoold  raise  it  when  laid.  I  know,  sir,  this  has 
been  the  efftct  of  the  clamor  which  has  been 
raised  (that  we  must  have  war  or  embargo)  iit 
iome  other  parts  of  the  nation,  and  as  no  nation 
DOW  threatens  us  with  war,  I  can  see  no  neces- 
aity  of  going  to  war  at  present,  unless  it  ia  for  ibe 
honor  of  those  who  have  told  the  nation  we  must 
have  war  or  embargo.  When  Dean  Swift  wat 
very  tick,  and  his  servunts  were  mourning  about 
bim,  be  obivrved  to  a  friend,  you  see  how  the 
poor  creatures  love  me,  they  do  not  want  to  opare 
me,  bol  they  have  prophesied  that  I  must  die; 
not  withstanding  all  their  lov«  for  me,  I  believe 


they  would  rather  I  should  die  (ban  ibey  should 
turn  out  false  prophets.  So  it  seems  lo  be  with 
some  gentlemen;  ibey  are  good  patriots,  tbey 
love  their  country  most  fervently,  but  ihey  hare 
said'We  must  have  war  or  embargo;  emtwrgo  ii 

.because  they  have  said  so.  When  they  see  their 
rite  embargo  is  run  down,  a  measore  in  iiself 
preposterous  and  self-destroying  only,  tbey  seem 
ID  think  the  national  honor  pledged  for  war,  and 
war  the  nation  must  have.  When  I  hear  famoc 
so  much  talked  of  on  this  occasion,  it  makes  me 
think  of  Paddy's  honor.  Paddy  had  sworn  by 
the  hill  of  Hoath,  by  the  holy  fathers,  and  by  ill 
the  saints  in  the  red  leather  caleadar,  that  he  had 
no  hand,  act,  or  part,  in  stealing  the  -woman's 
poker;  but  M'hen  she  came  to  touch  bis  honor, 
Paddy  Miys,  wotnan  there  is  ^our  poker.  So  ^- 
tlemen,  tenacious  of  the  naiional  banor,of  wbich 
Ihey  are  more  tender  than  their  lives,  anil  the 
lives  and  property  of  their  fellow- citizens,  sty, 
since  we  have  promised  yoo  war,  war  you  shall 
have,  although  it  is  a  war  destitute  of  every  kiad 
of  hope  except  that  of  dying  hoaorably.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  seemed  10  prom- 
ise himself  an  honorable  death  in  the  struggle  he 
wished  to  commence,  olihuugh,  as  I  ondersiood 
him,  he  did  not  even  presume  to  promise  tbai  bis 
country  or  its  liberties  should  eiisi  one  moment 
after  his  exit.  This  kind  of  honor  too  much  re- 
sembles Iba!  described  hy  Shakspeare's  Pflbtaff, 
who  says,  "What  is  honor  1  A  word.  What  is 
that  word?  Honor.  What  is  that  bonort  Air. 
Who  hath  it  ?    He  that  died  on  Wednesday." 

Alter  att  this  talk  about  honor,  let  me  tell  gen- 
tlemen that  true  honor  consists  in  acting  wii'ely; 
wisdom  and  virtue  are  synooymons.    80  said  the 

The  qoestion  is  not  n(»w,  as  bas  been  taid, whe- 
ther we  will  live  slaves  or  die  free.  No,  sir,  the 
question  is,  will  you  fight  on  the  ocean  with  a 
Power  vastly  superior  to  yourselvas  for  the  com- 
raaod  of  that  oceart,  so  that  you  can  send  your 
cotton  and  your  tobacco,  as  well  as  the  sugar  and 
coffee  your  merchania  can  obtain  in  the  West 
Indies,  free  of  reilraini  to  any  part  of  the  world 
where  you  think  you  can  gel  most  for  them,  or 
will  you  content  yourselves  with  that  use  of  tte 
ocean  which  your  relative  strength  and  impor- 
lance  as  a  nation  enliile  you  to  expect?  Two 
great  belligerent  Powers,  two  thousand  year* 
older  than  us,  yet  not  quite  so  much  before  os  ia 
point  of  power,  attempt  to  ri  Etrain  us  in  the  ux 
of  what  we  call  the  great  high  nNid  of  iMtioat. 
One  of  those  nations  says,  she  has,  at  immense 
expense,  turnpiked  this  high  road;  ibat  she  hu 
driven  robbers  and  nearly  all  her  Ptiemies  from 
it ;  that  she  keeps  a  guard  upon  it  for  the  defeatt 
of  Ihoae  of  her  nation  that  travel  on  iL  She 
says  the  rnad  shall  be  free  for  oDr  national  ves- 
sels, and  if  our  merchants  chooae  to  ^  and  eoine 
to  and  from  their  country,  it  shall  be  tnt  for 
ihero  ;  she  says  it  shall  be  free  fur  them  to  ptsi 
and  repass  to  the  countries  of  her  rriend-i,  tad  lo 
those  who  are  not  her  enemies,  as  ireli  a>  to  (he 
colonial  domiuiona  of  her  eaemies;   but  if  oar 
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ro^TChaDU  use  the  road  to  carry  iheir  Tnerehao' 
dis«  10  her  enemies,  they  shall  pay  toll.    The 
other  naiioQ  says,  iC  you  do  pay  toll,  or  e«n  if 
ihoie  loll  lakers  spealc  to  you  on  ibjs  road,  al- 
thougFi  it  be  ever  to  much  against  your  will,  you 
shall  iie  confiscated,  you  shall  lose  ail  your  prop- 
erly the  momeD't  you  touch  at  my  ports,  or  the 
porlsofany  of  my  vassals,  and  my  power  reaches 
over  alm'osL  the  whole  European  conijiienr.  Thas, 
sir,  it  is  impossible  to  pay  ihjs  toll  or  tribute  so 
much  [xlbed  of;  no  roan  would  be  such  a  fool  as 
to  pay  for  leave  to  earry  his  property  to  oertain 
cunfiseaiioii ;  and  if  it  could  be  paid,  and  the 
goods  iold  10  answer  the  merchant  s  purpose,  ac- 
cording to  our  own  esrablisfaed  doctnue,  that  the 
consumer  payt  all,  Ibis  tribute  would  not  be  upon 
us,  but  on  the  European  parahaser.   We  have,  for 
thirteen  months  past,  said  that  we  would  not  sub- 
mit to  this  [reaiment,  and  while  we  cried  out  thai 
we  would  not  submit,  we  have  been  guilty  of  Ibe 
[DeaQe;!  kind  of  submission,  by  not  only  abandon- 
inz  this  grtat  road,  but  we  bare  nearly  destroyed 
siribe  roads  and  passways  in  our  own  (Ration. 
We  have  carried  this  thing  so  far  that  no  man 
who  has  not  powerful  friends,  or  favor  at  Court, 
can  pass  on  our  common  national  roads,  although 
intended  by  nature  and  designated  by  compact, 
to  be  common  to  all  our  felluw-titizens.     Well, 
sir,  it  is  now  found  that  all  this  has  done  noIhin(<^ 
towards  obiaining  for  us  a  concession  (hat  we 
may  freely  u.ie  the  great  high  road  as  we  please, 
and  that  our  abandoning  it,  and  spoiling  all  our 
domestic  roadS)  is  spoiling  our  own  growih,  doing 
ourselves  more  harm  than  it  is  doing  everj'body 
«lse,  and   rhe  true  question  now  is,  what  is  the 
wisest  course  lo  pursue.    War!  war!  seems  to  be 
the  cry,  bui  this  cry,  sir,  comes  mostly  from  gen- 
llemen  who  know  tiitle  about  war,  who  can  prom- 
ise fiotbi'ig  but  honorable  death  as  ibe  conclusion 
of  ihe  war  they  contemplate.     As  much  averse 
as  I  am  to  war  and  carnage,  1  confess  my  own 
sense  of  the  fnjury  offered  to  this  country  is  such, 
that  if  I  could  promise  myself  and   ibtf  people  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  a  profitable  conclu- 
sion of  a  war  Dow  to  be  commenced,  and  that  we 
could,  in  any  reasonablfl  time,  obtain  the  perfect 
free  use  of  this  road,  and.  have  it  goaraniied  to 
us,  1  should  be  inclined  to  join  in  this  war;  bat 
<))as,  sir,  this  is  not  the  case  ;  although,  in  a  defen- 
live  war,  we  are  I  hope  Unconquerable,  the  power 
and  strength  of  this  nation  Compared  to  the  two 
«re  are  threatening,  is  iorall)[  inadequate  to  wag- 
as  offensive  war.     I  know  it  may  be  said,  and  I 
>eTiere  wi[h  truth,  too,  that  we  ahall  have  but 
>ae  of  tboi^e  nations  to  contend  with,  namely 
Sngland,  if  we  go  (a  war,  and   ihal  Bonaparte 
vill  give  US  every  assistance  in  bis  power;  yet  ( 
im  not  ro  be  persuaded,  that  with  our  means  we 
ran  do  her  so  much  harm  ai  she  can  do  us.     We 
an,  it  is  true,  take  from  her  all  the  valuable  pari 
•f  Canada  with  but  little  expense;  we  could  have 
biained  posses^iion  of  Montreal  wiihin  one  month 
rooi   this  day,  if  ten  thousand  Vermonlers  had 
pen  noticed  timely  of  their  permission  lo  lake  iij 
bin,  to  be  sure,  would  be  a  considerable  injury  to 
lugland,  bnl,  without  Q.iiebec,  it  could  b«  of  lit- 


tie  use  to  us,  we  can  raise  no  revenue  from  Can- 
ada, unless  the  navigation  of  ibe  3i.  Lawrence  is 
open  lo  ns  ;  we  would  ddE  allow  the  peaceable, 
unresisting  inbabtiants  of  that  couniry  to  be 
sacked  and  plundered;  no,  this  is  inconsistent 
wiih  modern,  civilized  warfare,  and  we  are  an 
honorable  nation;  and  if  that  country  should  be 
sacked,  the  produce  would  not  go  into  our  Treas- 
ury. True,  we  would,  by  taking  Montreal,  which 
would  be  a  judicious  step  in  case  of  a  necessary 
war,  secure  the  allegiance  of  the  Northern  In- 
dians and  obtain  a  good  frouiier;  yet,  as  lo  an  in- 
crease of  the  revenue,  or  the  real  strength  of  tha 
nation,  nothing, could  he  gained  without  Quebec. 
We  have  a  ri^t  to  calculate  upon  finding  more 
disaffected  persons  in  Canada  than  persons  well 
affected  to  our  Government,  and. we  should  be 
obliged  to  keep  a  standing  army  there  of  from 
fire  to  ten  ibousand  men  for  the  safety  of  the 
country.  As  to  Quebec,  I  think  it  is  out  of  our 
power  10  take  ii ;  ii  is  a  second  Gibraltar.  When 
It  was  not  half  fortified  ihe  Brilish  force  could 
not  have  t.ikea  it  bad  they  been  without  a  fleet 
10  cut  off  the  commuaicatiun  with  the  mother 
eoUDtry;  this  being  effectually  done,  and  Wolfe 
cutliog  off  Iheir  communicaiion  between  the  city 
and  the  country,  there  was  nothing  left  for  Moul- 
ealiu  but  to  come  out  on  to  Abram's  plaiu  and 
Ggiit.  or  stay  in  Ihe  fort  ami  starve ;  he  cbose  the 
former,  and  Quebec  fell.  We  may  expect  to  take 
it  when  we  can  invest  it  in  the  same  mnnner,  and 
not  before,  ll  will  be  a  long  lime  before  we  can 
aliack  it  in  this  way  if  our  growth  de.itroying 
projects  should  be  continued.  Wilh  Canada  I 
am  perfectly  well  acquainted  ;  with  Nova  Scotia 
I  am  acquainted  only  by  such  historical  and  geo- 
graphical skelobes  as  have  come  in  my  way;  bat 
It  seems  lo  me  there  is  little  lo  gain  there  with- 
out we  had  a  fleei  to  support  an  aiiack  upon  Hali- 
fax. I  remember  tbe  faie  of  the  Penobscot  expe- 
dition very  well.  I  apprehend  there  would  be. 
danger  that  an  attack  upon  Halifax  would  turn 
out  in  much  tbe  same  oiaaner  as  that  on  Peaob- 
scot,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  thought  best  to 
let  that  place  alone  if  we  ware  really  at  war.  It 
may  be  said,  sir,  that  we  bare  another  way  to 
injure  our  British  enemies — we  can  privateer 
against  them.  Yes,  sir,  we  can  priraieer  upon 
theiD ;  but  they  can  privateer  upon  as  too ;  this 
is  a  play  (hat  two  sides  can  employ  themselves 
at;  it  is  a  play  ibai  the  British  have  got  their 
hands  in  at ;  their  ships  that  come  where  we  can 
get  at  them,  are  nearly  all  armed,  and  their  trade 
IS  Beoerally  convoyed.  No  doubt  our  priraleera 
will  lake  ma  ay  of  their*;  will  this  Qll  the  na- 
tional coffers,  while  Iheir  privateers  and  tbeir 
ships  of  war  take  perhaps  more  than  an  equal 
number  of  oars  1  Besides  tJiis,  their  ships  of  war, 
ifthey  let  our  ^reat  towni  alone,  may  Bod  a  great 
deal  of  laod  privateering  lodoin  out  little  unpro- 
tected seaboard  towns  and  villages  and  tbeir 
vicinity.  Ndlwilbsianding  ihs  many  millions 
laid  out  in  fortif^ng  New  York,  Charleston,  Ac, 
the  people  of  those  cities  may  in  their  turn  be 
glad  10  take  the  adrioe  ol  a  genileman  from  Ma- 
rjrland  aod  fly  to  the  moaaiains  for  safely.    Thia 


.dbyCoo^le 


1415 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


I.orR. 


Septal  of  the  Embargo. 


i*  ■  subject  I  do  not  like  m  dwelt  on.  but  I  ntay 
be  allowed  to  say  the  Briiitb  politiciai)  nuxt 
know  that  his  DBlioo,  while  >he  holds  tbe  best 
pari  of  Canada  oa  the  cojrleiy  of  this  Qovern- 
ment,  feels  henelf  asiured  of  that  courteiy  by 
the  power  she  has  of  aDDoyiDgourseacoasl,  Sup- 
pose, sir,  it  would  lura  out  otherwise  than  I  pie- 
diet,  and  we  should  be  able  to  take  Halifax  and 
Q,uebec;  we  must  have  men  to  garrison  thero. 
Where  hare  we  mea  for  this  purpose,  heside  all 
Ibal  will  be  wanted  for  the  defeoce  of  the  coaal 
three  or  four  thousand  miles  in  eileoi?  Whence 
•ball  we  i^t  money  to  pay  ihem  t  If  you  suc- 
ceed Id  attemplinK  to  squeeze  out  of  your  bankets 
more  than  enough  to  carry  on  two  years  of  war, 
their  paper  will  become  like  our  old  continental 
money  for  want  of  means  of  redemption.  Your 
embargo  hat  nearly  drained  your  Treasury,  and 
baa  bad  a  considerable  effect  on  the  bauks;  the 
GODDCxioi)  you  will  hare  formed  with  your  ally. 
Bonaparte,  will  entitle  him  to  offer  to  garrison 
those  places.  You  cannot  refuse  so  kind  an  offer; 
that  moment  he  has  foothold  here  we  are  lost.  I 
might  pursue  this  subject  further,  bat  it  is  too 
disgusting  to  me.  I  cnnnot  suffer  my  mind  to 
dwell  on  eren  ihe  dangers  of  the  downfall  of  my 
eouniry,  the  destruction  of  our  Constitution  and 
our  Qofernmenl  in  ihii  way.  No.  If  you  must 
liave  war,  which  can  haie  no  object  probable  to 
be  obtained,  1  will  look  for  an  end  to  it  id  an- 
other way.  There  is  certainly  a  Tery  great  share 
of  tbe  sensible  people  of  this  nation  who  deplore 
tbiK  proposed  war  as  much  a*  I  do.  Aa  the  dep- 
redation, the  expense,  and  the  naUonal  debt  that 
most  be  occasioned  by  jt  increases,  ihey  will  be 


tfaatwillsincerely  desire  peace,Bod  will  be  obliged 
'  to  make  it  oo  terms  no  belter,  perhaps  worae  than 
can  now  be  had.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  im- 
patience and  indignation  with  which  some  gen- 
tlemen listen  to  my  ;teace  talk ;  but.  sir,  it  is  a 
doty  I  owe  to  (he  nation  to  speak  out  my  mind. 
On  a  great  occasion  like  the  present  I  should  like 
to  bear  every  member  of  this  House  speak  his 
•entimeniB.  Now  Is  the  lime  to  count  the  cost; 
for  want  of  counting  th«  cost  in  the  outset  of  a 
project  many  a  One  estate  has  been  lost.    Ardent 


have  an  enterprise  before  them,  they  are  apt 
tbink  all  difficulties  can  be  surmounted  by  eonr- 
aige.  Many  a  battle  has  been  lost  where  great 
courage  hat  been  displayed,  merely  on  account  of 
Mie  Oeneral's  reckoning  without  his  host,  belittle- 
ioglhe  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  and  think- 
ing too  lightly  of  Ihe  power  and  strenglb  of  his 
enemy.  Anybody  that  talks  at  alt  can  cry  out 
war,  but  it  requirea  the  united  wisdom  of  the 
■ages  to  carry  it  on  with  a  prospect  ofsnceeas.  I 
us.  hare  we  onion  among  ourselves?  Hare  we 
confidence  in  one  anotherf  Tbe  majority  says 
"No!"  This  nation  can  make  war  when  it 
pteasee;  but  we  must  bare  the  consent  of  our 
enemy  and  our  ally  lo  make  peace,  as  well  as  that 
of  this  Ration,  ftnd  1  would  lay  an  equal  bet,  if  it 


parte.  I  repeat  it,  sip,  now  is  the  time  to  count 
the  cost;  (o  pause  and  count  the  cost.  I  koawa 
little  of  what  war  means.  Although  I  had  not 
the  honor  of  bearing  a  eoospicuoas  part  in  tbat 
war  which  gave  this  country  liberty,  although  1 
had  tbe  mortification,  rery  unjustly,  to  rfcrire 
a  stab  in  my  reputation  in  thai  war,  a  stab  which 
would  have  put  almost  any  otber  man-  dowii,  1 


private  soldier  in  one  of  those  companies  called 
"  minute  men,"  who  first  took  up  arms  in  defence 
of  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  and  with  my 
gun  oo  my  shoulder  marched  lo  take  Ticonde- 
roga  under  the  command  of  Ethan  Allen.  This 
was  the  first  offensive  war  waged  by  Americans. 
M^  humble  career  ended  in  the  capacity  of  a 
militia  colonel,  commanding  in  the  neighborhood 
of  an  exposed  frontier,  in  defence  of  wbich. seven 
years'  toil  and  danger  has  made  an  indelible  im- 
pression on  my  mind,  and  has  made  me  to  know 
something  of  the  value  of  peace;  too  much  to  iri- 
Qe  it  away  on  a  slight  occasion.  I  never  again 
wish  to  hear  of,  much  leu  to  see  tbe  stnokine 
ruins  of  our  once  happy  villages,  where  halfnakea 
women  and  children  shall  be  assembled  to  take  a 
last  warm  at  the  remaining  brand  of  their  late 
hsbiiation,  tbe  father  and  the  btisband  either  mur- 
dered or  carried  into  a  hopeless  captiriiy.  Per- 
sonal dangers,  perwnal  toil,  hunger,  and  cold,  are 
comforts  ct)m pared  to  such  feelingsas  these  sights 
produce,  yet  they  are  but  the  common  fonune 
and  lot  of  war.  But  we  are  told,  ar,  that  we  are 
called  Qpon  lo  fight  at  Ibis  time  for  our  indepen- 
dence, that  oor  all  is  at  stake  as  much  now  as  it 
was  in  1775,  1776,  and  1777,  and  that  patriotism 
has  deserted  our  bosoms  if  wc  do  not  rise  and 
challenge  our  enemies,  or  put  onrselves  in  battle 
array.  It  is  no  such  thing,  sir.  If  Britain  was 
to  tell  OS  now,  (instead  of  telling  us  that  their 
fleets  had  put  them  in  possesnioir  of  greater  tigbu 
on  the  ocean  than  oars  bad  u»,)  that  their  Parlia- 
ment had  a  right  to  bind  us  in  ail  case*  whatso- 
ever ;  that  she  would  appoint  Governors  over  oar 
States,  who  should  be  anove  our  laws  aod  ahro- 
faxe.  them  at  [Measure;  thai  she  would  send  to 
this  country,  and  fetch  away  for  trial  such  of  out 
citizens  as  her  Governmeot  should  plevw  to  call 
traitor* — should  she,  I  say,  laed  trt>ops  in  Bosion 
to  enforce  her  edicts, and  should  her  troope  mare 
again  towards  Lexington  tocarryaway  ordairov 
our  military  slorea,  and  again  commence  the  spill- 
ing of  Araericao  blood  on  their  march,  I  would 
,  myself,  old  as  I  am,  do  as  I  did  before,  take  ray 
gun  on  my  shontder  and  march  to  Ticundenv^ 
to  wrest  it  from  tbe  British  veterans,  if  any  Ti- 
cotideroga  there  was  as  near  me  as  it  then  was. 
I  had  but  two  children  then,  whose  slavery  I  ' 
dreaded;  I  have  more  than  thirty  children  and 
grand  cbildrpo  now  lo  be  alarmed  for,  and  mj 
zeal  to  defend  their  liberties  is  (although  my  : 
power  is  not)  proportion  ably  iocrea^ed.  Were*  ' 
this  the  case  now  there  would  be  no  want  of  i»- 
.  trioiism.    No,  sir,  ever;  heart  would  beat  lo  tbe  ! 
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soand  of  the  drOm;  the  Americtn  |)eople  would 
DOt  wait  for  the  thuaderiog  eloquence  v(  the  gen- 
tlemsn  fTom  South  Carolina  to  wake  them  np. 
It  would  be  found,  then,  that  those  troublesoiDe 
raokeM,  iDsteed  of  being  complained  of  by  the 
embargo  men,  their  fellow-cilizeoi,  woald  be  fir- 
ing cause  of  complaint  to  their  country's  eaemiea; 
but.  sir.  1  iDuai  beg  the  geollemaa'a  pardon  when 
I  tell  him  that,  with  all  hri  rhetoric  and  his  logic, 
he  etnaot  .persuade  me  that  our  iudepeodeDce  ii 
at  all  ia  question. 

Rcallf,  sir,  suppose  ^ntlemen  could  have  thfeir 
way  about  going  to  war  now,  and  England,  hay- 
ing no  occasion  to  employ  a  man  or  a  ship  more 
on  aecDunt  of  warring  with  us  while  aba  wars 
with  France,  should  take  it  in  her  head  to  keep 
np  wKh  OS  a  long,  moderate,  and  leasiog  war. 
What  would  we  have  now  to  indoce  them  to 
peace?  The  palrloti  and  phiiantiiropistB  of  that 
country  formerly  persuaded  the  nation  and'the 
Oorernment,  thai  American  coiamerce,  flow- 
ing into  the  lap  of  Eaeland,  would  compensate 
for  American  independence,  ibia  brought  about 
our  peace  si  that  Itrnvj  bat,  sir,  can  we  htrt  a 
party  in  England  who  will  plead  for  us  in  this 
manner  now?  have  we  not  slopped  tbeir  mouths 
by  our  constant  threatening  in  one  way  or  other, 
ibat  we  will  withhold  all  our  commerce  from 
them;  that  we  will  injure  ourselvts  10  injure 
them;  that  we  will  have  manofaetures .of  our 
own,  and  be  independent  of  themi  Mucb  has 
been  aaid  about  the  metohants  of  thii  country 
two  or  three  '^ears  ago  covering  your  tables  with 

CtitioD*,' stating  the  hardsbip  tney  suffered  by 
ing  denied  the  rigbt  by  England  of  carrying  on 
in  one  way  or  other  the  commerce  between  the 
French  and'  Spanish  colonies  and  the  mother 
coDDlry.  What  was  the  conseqtt^nce?  Why  we 
first  narrowed  the  limits  of  the  eotnmerce  ihey 
had  left,  and  then  inhibited  the  whole,  for  four* 
teen  or  Qfteen  months,  and  now,  as  if  io  punish 
these  impudent  merchants  for  their  interference, 
they  are-treated  like  a  patient  who  has  been  dosed 
with  warm  water  until  his  strength  as  well  «i  his 
feitb  in  the  doctor  is  nearly  exhauMed  ;  the  doe- 
loc  cries  out  to  him,  "  Bleed,  bleed,  or  dtel"  So 
the  merchants  are  told  to  bleed ;  tbey  are  told 
thai  their  Tesaels  shall  be  kepc  rotting  in  port,  un- 
less ihey  agree  to  lake  letters  of  marque,  and 
make  war  for  us.  Ill-fated  roerohanis!  we  were 
told  abeut  a  year  ago  by  a  learned  genilemaD, 
that  there  narer  ought  one  of  them  Io  hare  a  seat 
OD  this  floor.  Itbould  myaelf  care  but  little  about 
these  merchants  if  it  was  not  that  tbey  are  the 
real  serrants  and  agents  of  the  farmers  and  the 
planters.  If  ihey  could  make  a  war  of  their  own, 
a  toerchant's  war,  and  not  trouble  the  nation  with 
it,  1  shonid  not  be  quite  so  sTerse  to  war,  but  that 
Ihey  should  be  furced  Io  engaffe  to  make  war.  and 
that  a  national  war  too,  betare  they  caa  nsTa 
their  ships  unshackled,  is  rather  loo  much,  espe- 
cially as  1  hare  not  learned  thai  one  merchant 
has  yet  asked  the  faror  of  a  letter  of  marque  and 
reprisal.  After  glancing  on  the  bard  case  of  the 
merchants,  pertnit  me  to  sajr,  sit,  it  looks  like 
adding  insult  to  injur)'  for  the  embargo  gentle- 


men to  eipieti  so  much  piiy  for  the  pooi  Ameri- 
can sailors.  It  is  too  late  in  the  day,  sir.  for  thoaa 
^nilemen  to  make  much  oul  of  that  fellow  feet- 
iDg  and  sympathy  their  speeches  express  for  this 
neglected  class  of  their  fellow  men.  The  sea- 
men who  baTc  been  driren  into  foreigti  serriea 
to  earn  a  liTelihood,  have  a  right  to  say  these  ara 
crocodile  tear*,  and  thosenho  nave  been  siarviuc 
at  home  hare  found,  by  sad  experienee,  that  aU 
the  fine  speeches  of  the  embargo  gentlemen  have 
not  made  their  pot  boil. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  told 
us  that  the  destinies  of  this  nation  are  in  the 
bands  of  the  minority.  I  wish  it  were  true,  air; 
the  minority  are  eomptued  of  about  half  the  num- 
ber of  the  majority;  it  ia  mjr  opiuioo,  that  if  thef 
had  the  destinies  of  ihe  nation  in  their  hands  for 
half  as  long  a  term  as  the  majority  has  held  the 
people  embargoed,  they  would,  instead  of  war, 
gire  the  nation  peace  on  terms  that  would  be  ta 
the  satisfactioQ  of  nearly  the  whole  of  ihs  Ameri- 

,  ,  — Jther 
of  gentlemen  in  ihis  House,  consisting  of 
about  one  third,  who  really  hold  the  destinies  ot 
the  nation  in  iheir  hand  ;  to  them  I  look  for  peaee> 
The  gentlemen  I  mean  are  those  that  have  oot 
by  war  speeches  committed  themselres;  that 
have  coolly  listened,  aad  steadily  kept  the  fate  of 
the  nation  before  them.  Should  Ihey,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  bold  their  hand  on  the  helna  of 
Stale  al  this  time,  and  keep  the  political  ship 
from  bilging  on  the  rocks  among  which  she  seeaa 
now  to  he  embargoed,  they  wilfdeserve  the  hles^ 
iogs  of  their  country,  they  wiU,  ere  long,  enjoy 
the  heartfelt  applause  of  a  grateful  nation,  their 
children,  and  their  children's  chifdren,  will  bleat 
them,  and  feel  proud  of  the  blessings  heaped  oa 
them  by  others,  their  proseny  will  thank  Qod 
ihat-they  have  the  honor  of  being  descended  froni 
men  who  bare  deserved  to  well  of  their  conutry. 
'  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  (said  the  King  of 
'  Peace,)  for  they  shall  he  called  the  children  <tf 
'  God.  When  men  shall  revile  you  and  MV  all 
■  manner  of  evil  tbinga  of  you,  rejoice,  and  ba 
'  exceeding  glad,  for  your  reward  ia  in  Heaven.** 
Blessed,  I  say,  vill  be  they  who  preserve  iha 
peace  of  this  nation  and  suffer  it  to  grow.  Let  it 
grow,  I  tay,  in  strength,  in  power,  in  wisdom,  and 

Mr.  Chairman,  soon  after  I  came  to  CongreM 
last  year,  when  yourself  and  other  gentlemen  said 
we  were  in  a  kind  of  war  with  the  British,  I 
offered  a  resalutioo  for  holding  Brituh  property 
in  the  funds,  and  British  debts  in  the  hands  and 
names  they  then  stood  in ;  fur  this  1  am  charged 
with  having  been  a  favorei  of  war.  Although  I 
have  a  right,  in  common  with  others,  to  changa 
my  opinions,  I  do  not  claim  to  exercise  that  right 
on  this  occasion.  I  was  equally  a  friend  to  peaee^ 
then  as  now,  but  ontil  the  disavowal  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake, 
I  saw  no  chance  to  avoid  war,  especially  as  tha 
temper  of  this  natioD  was  up  on  the  oceasion ; 
tbiaking,  as  I  shall  always  tnink,  that  it  is  best 
when  we  have  war  to  do  otir.  enemy  all  the  hana 
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we  caD,  I  brought  forward  ihe  proposiiioB,  uot  as 
a  war  measure,  or  as  a  measure  of  pruTOcation, 
bat  a«  a  measure  of  pieeautioo,  which  would 
hare  savedj  if  adopted,  more  ihao  tbitiy  niillioDS 
«f  dollars  ID  a  iiate  ready  for  sequpstraiion  in 
cue  of  irtr  vhich  in  now  Iraosferred  out  of  the 
Tcacb  of  ibe  Governmeat.  In  case  of  peace,  the 
owner*  could  not  be  injured  by  my  propoiilion, 
as  ibeir  property  remained  in  tbeir  own  hsuds  for 
cfaem. 

For  Ihe  reasons  I  have  menliooed,  and  for  the 
take  of  humanity  and  the  growth  of  our  country, 
I  hope  (be  motion  for  striking  out  will  prevail.  I 
afaould  then  be  willing  to  adopt,  not  ifae  propoai- 
llOB  of  the  senlleman  from  Virgiuia;  that  is  too 
nucb  like  (hrealening  for  my  mind  in  (he  pres- 
ent state  of  things;  bat  that  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  PeansylvauiBOD  this  side  of  the  House,  (Mr. 
UfUNOB.^  Something  has  been  said  about  a  spe- 
cial mission  ;  to  (his  I  have  no  objection,  provided 
that  mission  can  move  unclogged  with  enil>argi>es, 
BOU'im  portal  ion  acts,  non-intercotiise  acts,  and 
thteateoing  army  bills.  We  hare  tried  negotia- 
tion back^  wilb  a  noQ-impoitation  act,  and  at 
Ifie  advice  of  (be  negotiator,  withdrew  ibis  back- 
ing. Negaiiaiion  (beu-produced  us  a  treaty.  1 
nMd  not  repeat  the  fate  of  that  treaty.  If  we 
now  send  a  roiHsjoQ  unshackded,  we  may  possibly 
again  get  an  offir  of  as  good  a  treaty.  A  gentle- 
nan  from  Virginia  has  taken  some  paius  to  prore 


doubt  of  a  party  there  who  wish  for  war  wilb 
Ibis  country — a  strong  party,  who  would  be  prof- 
ited by  it.  Then  why  will  you  forward  iheir 
Tiears  by  yonr  threats,  and  your  aiiempts  at  coer- 
cion, while  you  wish  to  trea(  7  Mo  conduct  can 
be  more  preposterous. 

There  are  only  two  wise  courses  to  pursue  wilb 
regard  to  Bngland ;  one  is,  to  reaion  vritb  them, 
and  oblain  and  receive  such  cOBCessions  from 
them  as  you  can  persuade  them  will  comport 
wilb  tbeir  inlrrest,  and  be  quiet  wilb  that  letting 
this  nation  grow.  The  other  course  is,  to  Lave  no 
store  concern  with  ibem  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Let  (he  system  you  adopt  tritb  regard  to 
oar  concerns  with  them  be  of  a  permanent  na- 
lure,  aud  such  as  our  own  people  will  approve  of, 
and  can  forever  bear;  such  as  ibey  will  consider 
consistent  wilb  iheir  permaneni  iniereslj  and  in 
this  way  lei  the  British  know  that  they  must 
aveniually  be  losers  by  iheir  rigid,  baTsb,and  an- 
Beigbborly  conduct  towards  this  nation.  Neither 
of  these  courses  have  been  pursued;  you  have 
kept  the  naiion  embargoed  now  near  fourleen 
nonths,  while  you  have  allowed  the  British  to 
bring  here  iioi  only  toys  and  gewgaws  to  a  vast 
amonol,  to  be  paid  for  in  cash,  while  our  own 

Eroduce  has  been  perishing  on  our  bands;  hui  you 
■ve  allowed  them  to  bring  iheir  cotion  goods 
also,  subject  only  to  the  usual  duties,  to  the  great' 
discouragement  of  your  own  braui  manulaciu- 
nrs,  who  would,  with  proper  encouragement, 
make  up  for  our  own  consumption  a  large  share 
of  that  staple  article,  to  get  a  free  sale  for  which 
10  every  part  of  the  w,ond,  s  great  share  of  ihi' 


bluster  is  made.  No,  sir,  the  people  do  not  bear 
of  au  additional  duty,  pledged  for  fourteen  ot 
twenty  years  on  any  ariicle  which  we  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  England,  aud  can 
very  well  be  manurBctored  here,  and  ifae  mano- 
faciucer  live  by  it.if  the  importation  was  discoar- 
aged  by  duties.  No,  sir,  while  your  enibaigo  has 
depressed  those  manufacturers  who  were  in  ibe 
habil  of  making  hats,  shoes,  $addlerr,  pleaiura 
carriages,  household  furniiure,  and  otner  ariiclet 
for  exporlaiion,  other  manufaciurers  have  re- 
ceived no  permanent  encouragement.  The  em- 
bargo was  to  remedy  every  evil,  to  cnre  every 
disease.  This  done,  our  commerce  with  Britain 
was  to  be  revived  wiih  renswed  vigor;  but  iha 
embargo  has  done  noibing  ahroad ;  our  Gorern- 
menl  nothing  at  borne.  Haw  can  such  an  im- 
provident Government  expect  to  retain  the  coofi- 
denceofan  enlightened  people?  Tbey  have  dis- 
couraged those  manuraciurers  who  lattor  to  pro- 
duce articles  for  eiponalion;  (bey  have  looked 
on  wilb  apathy  while  ibeir  peliey  has  ruined 
many,  impoyeri shed  and  divided  the  people,  and 
brought  Ine  nation  to  (be  fumble  posture  of  bor- 
rowers (0  meet  the  common  expenditure.  I  must 
say  as  I  think,  sir,  that  to  this  unaccounuble  a[^- 
ihy.  Ibis  lisilessness,  to  the  deficiency  of  ihosc  in 
whom  unbounded  confidence  has  been  placed,  in 
ibe  knowledge  of  the  human  heart,  (lie  waalt 
and  ways,  the  habits  and  propensities  of  (be  Amer- 
ican people,. to  ineapaciiy  in  ibem  to  discern  (be 
real  and  true  relative  slalion  and  imparlance  of 
this  young  naiion  compared  wiih  the  oaiioiia  it  is 
propoced  10  contend  wilb,  and  with  the  test  of 
the  world,  together  with  a  propeo'iiy  to  man  wor- 
ship in  minds  that  ought  to  be  above  such  idola- 
try, nearly  all  our  present  difGculiies  as  well  astbc 
depressed  stale  of  the  nation  is  to  be  atliiboted. 

We  have  a  Constitution  wbicb  provides  for 
the  meeting  of  I4S  members  io  this  Hous«,  and 
34  in  another,  to  consull  for  ihe  comoion  good 
and  provide  for  the  safely  of  khis  nation ;  we  majr 
lalk  bete,  here  we  may  vote,  here  we  nuy  meet 
to  collect  H  laajority  to  order  the  registeiing  of 
the  decrees  of  a  sort  of  iaoobia  club  called  a 
caucus,  who  hold  (heir  midnight  coavocaiioas  to 
consult  not  the  good  or  the  safety  of  the  nation — 
no.  (bat  could  be  best  done  here.  No,  sir,  it  seems 
it  is  to  coDsult  what  can  be  done  lo  nve  the 
party— ooi  the  Old  Republican  party  of  1738— 
no,  that  party  is  broken  down.  1  don't  bear  that 
yourself  (Mr.  Macon)  aud-  many  oiher*  of  thai 
Old  Republican  party  meet  iu  ibose  caucojes^ 
ihofe  nightly  meetings:  it  is  it  seems  the  en- 
bargo  parly  who  meet  in  ihe  Senate  rooms  na- 
der  pretence  of  consulting  and  devising  meaas 
for  (he  nadonal  benefit,  yet  in  tbeir  dispussioas 
tbey  oaonot  avoid  dwelling  upon  ibe  daogeroni 
situation  of  their  parly:  it  was  in  the  great  or 
little  caucuses  that  (his  war-whoop  cnmmenced; 
it  was  there  discussed  and  recommended  ■*  a 


«riy-» 


It  s 


to  look  for  all  national  measures  to  be  first 
canvassed  in  those  mldoigbt  meetings  by  ihoee 
self-crdated  caucus  gentry :  ii  seems  that  every 
meaaure  proposed  for  national  benefit,  however 


dovGoo^le 


1421 


HISTORy  OF  CONGRESS. 


1422 


FEBanuiT.  1609; 


EUctonl  Vote: 


H.c 


applica^e  to  ihe.«tau  t>(  tbii  ualioo,  it  lo  be 
Kt>ni«d  out  of  ihis  House  at  the  fint  glance, 
merely  because  it  is  not  tbe  child  of  ibia  caiicui ; 
our  wpfk  is  ibus  to  be  laid  out  fot  us  in  the  miJ- 
nigbc  caucuses,  and  we  are  to  be  called  opoo  lo 
be  preseai  while  these  measures  receive  a  vote 
of  aanttion  in  this  House,  which  is  in  future  to 
act  the  part  of  Bonaparte's  mock  Parliament. 
We  are  to  meet  to-morrow  here  to  atieod  the 
regisienog  of  ibe  election  of  a  caucus  President; 
we  are  to  have  a  caucus  army,  I  undersland,  a 
caucus  non-intercourse,  a  caucus  loan  of  ten  mil- 
liotts,  equal  to  the  whole  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates. 

When  ]  passed  tbrougb  Virginia  eorobfc  here 
I  was  very  much  insulted  because  I  said  tijr  — 


oloi 


,  that,  I 


hslandlng  the  boBsted  state  of  our  Treasury, 
we  ihodld  be  obliced  next  year  lo  borrow.  Not- 
withstanding all  ine  boasliog  of  an  overflowing 
Treasury,  Bnd  ibe  appointment  of  a  commfnee 
(o  devise  means  lo  dispose  of  its  redundauce,  we, 
il  seems,  are  to  have  the  rpgisleriDg  of  a  caucus 
vasdale  for  ibis  ten  njillion  loan.  There  is,  sir. 
«  caucus  newspaper  in  this  city,  I  do  dji  read 
il,  but  it  seems  that  it  ciiculaies  ibe  caucus  bul- 
letm  or  general  orders.  While  geotlemen  were 
at  their  caucus  devoiioos  last  eveniog,  I  bap- 

Cned  to  pick  up  a  New  York  paper,  and  there  I 
d  before  me  in  an  extract  from  this  caucus  pa- 
Eei  the  whole  work  of  that  caucus  pointed  out 
y  one  of  its  organs  in  their  paneri  Action,  ener- 
gy, decision,  promptitude,  confidence  in  one  an- 
oiber,  confidence  in  the  leaden,  union,  energy, 
war,  prepa rati t>a  for  yvar,  vigor,  more  embargo, 
armies,  navies,  and  above  atl,  loans  and  money 
are  called  for ;  and  all  this,  not  to  save  the  nation, 
bnl  the  embargo  party.  All  these  subjects,  I  un- 
derstand, havfe  been  discussed  in  the  caucuses. 
On  Saturday  night  the  prerailing  opinion  of  the 
caucus  was,  that  immediate  war  and  a  revival  ol 
the  emBargo  would  save  the  party:  last  night's 
caucus  softened  down  the  term  of  inomediale 
war ;  they  would  try  letters  of  marque ;  prepara' 
lions  by  armies  and  loans  prevailed.  How  vilely 
is  the  undersiandiDf  of  ine  Americail  people  in- 
snlled !  their  patriotism  is  appealed  to  by  askiog 

tfaem,  will  they  consent  to  pay  tribute  in  a 

where  it  is  impotsible  that  any  man,  even  i 
OQi  a  drop  of  American  blood,  would  be  foot 
enough  to  pay  lE;  While  a  self-created  cai 
composed  of  a  few  of  their  Hepresen  IB  fives,  has 
the  bardihood  to. propose  a  loan  that  would  make 
tbem  pay  a  suhatantiat  and  annual  tribute  of 
about  half  a  million  of  dollars,  mostly  to  foreign- 
ers, for  th» purpose  of  fighting  about  this  oDmi- 
Dal  tribute  |  which  search  for  it  as  sedulously  at 
yoD  pleaae,  you  can  no  more  overtake  it  than,  you 
can  a  jack-o'^iantern. 

Thequesiion  was  taken  on  atrikioffoui  BO  much 
of  Mr.  NicBOLis'a  resolution  as  relates  loissuiog 
tetters  of  matque  and  reprisal ;  ihete  were  for 
striking  out  57,  against  it  39 — majority  16;  so  that 
ibe  nest  question  is  on  inserting  thesubslilule  of- 
fered b^  Mr.  HAHDoLPBi  on  whose  motion  the 
Commitiee  now  rose,  56  to  37. — Adjourned. 


Wbdhesday,  February  6. 

Mr.  John  O.  J«ckbom  presented  a  petition  of 
inndry  citizens  of  Brooke  county,  in  the  Stale 
of  Virginia,  praying  that  the  road  commenced 
-  ^  laid  out  from  the  river  Potomac  to  the  Ohio 
._.  ..'.maypass  through  the  town  of  Washington, 
and  thence  10' Gbailesion,  on  the  river  Ohio,  for 
ibe  reasons  therein  specified. — fleferred  to  ibe 
Committee  appointed,  the  fanrteeoth  of  Decem- 
ber iasi,  on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  irassmiltiDg  a  KUpplementary  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  appointed  under  tbs 
act  of  Congress  of  the  tweniy-ninth  of  Marcb,. 
ae  thousand  eight  hundred  a«d  six,  conoemin^ 

road  from  Camberland  lo  Ohio. 

On  motion  Mr.  HoliIes, 

Ordered,  That  the  Commitiee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  Were  referred  on  the  fogiih  Instant,  a  let' 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied 
with  a  luppltmenlary  repoTt  and  sundry  docD' 
mcnts  in  relation  to  invalid  pensioners,  be  dis- 
charged from  ibe  consideration  thereof;  and  that 
the  said  letter,  report,  and  documents,  be  referred 
10  the  Commiiiee  of  the  whole  House  lo  whom 
was  committed,  on  the  ihirtielh  ultimo,  a  bill 
concerning  invalid  pensioners. 

ELECTOHAL  VOTES. 

Hr.  NiCBOLiB  offered  the  following  order: 

Ortkftd,  That  a  mewage  be  sent  to  &b  Senate  t» 
mTorm  them  that  this  House  is  now  ready  u>  attend 
them  in  opening  the  cetliGcataa  aiul  counting  the  vctei 
of  the  Electors  af  theieTcitl  States,  in  the  choice  of 
a  PreNdant  and  Vice  Fieeident  of  the  United  States, 
ia  pursuance  of  the  lesolulians  of  tbe  two  Houses 
of  ConsreH  of  the  Tth  insUnt;  and  that  the  Cleik 
of  the  House  da  go  with  the  said  messuge. 

Mr.  RANDOLPa  said  it  had  sometimes  been  the 
case,  he  did  not  say  it  had  been  ibe  practice,  that 
this  House  had  met  the  other  branch  of  the  Legia- 
lature  in  their  Chamber,  for  ihe  purpose  of  count- 
ing ibe  voles ;  in  wbicb  cases,  very  properly  in- 
deed, this  House  being  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
Senate,  ibe  President  of  that  body  bad  taken  lbs 
chair.  Mr.  R.  said  be  now  understood  that  it. 
was  proposed,  without  any  rote  of  ibis  House  for 
the  purpose,  that  the  President  of  the  Senalfi 
was  lo  lake  the  chair  of  ihis  House ;  that  th« 
Speaker  was  lo  leave  the  cbair,  lo  make  way  for 
the  President  of  another  body.  To  this,  he,  for 
one,  could  never  consent.  I  conceive,  said  he, 
ihat  such  s  proceeding  woulil  deibgaie,  very  ma-. 
lerially,  from  the  dignity,  if  not  from  the  rights 
of  Ibis  body.  1  can  never  coosent,  .Mr.  Spealter, 
that  any  other  persoo  than  yourself,  or  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Comniiiteeof  ihe  whole  House,  should 
take  tbe  chair,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  this  mailer  may  be  well  un- 
derstood. [  conceive  it  lo  be  a  reipect  which. 
we  owe  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  people,  whose 
immediate  representatives  we  are,  never  to  suffer, 
by  a  sort  of  preicriptive  righl,  the  privileges  of 
this  House  to  be  in  any  wise  diminished,  or  ita 
dignity  to  fade  before  that  of  any  oihei  assembly 
of  men  whatever. 

Mr.  NiOHOLU  laid  he  was  as  unwilling  as  uxj 
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other  Eentleman  lo  iDrrtnder  the  pnTHegei  of 
the  Houw.  When  ■uembied  »  the  House  o" 
Repreieata tires,  be  ngreed  ihst  uooe'but  ihi 
Speaker  ■hould  lake  the  chair ;  but,  rm  the  occa 
aioD  cf  counting  out  the  rotea,  he  did  not  eon 
aider  the  House  of  Reprnentaiivcis  to  be  formed 
■•  a  distinei  body.  In  ineedng:  on  this  occasioo, 
he  BBJd,  it  alwaf II  had  been  usual,  aince  the  estab- 
iiihmeni  of  the  OoTeronieDl,  for  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slalas,  or  the  Preiident  pn> 
tempore  of  the  Senate,  to  take  the  chair.  There 
ifag,  also,  a  propriety  in  this  course,  because,  bjr 
the  Constiiuiion,  the  Vice  President  ia  to  opea 
the  Totes.  For  Iwentjr  years  the  practice  bad 
been  thai  the  President  of  the  Beoaic  presided  ii 
joint  iDeeiiDK. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  JacKSOn  apoke  •  few  words  od  thi 
nme  aide  as  Mr.  Niobolab,  and  Mr.  Lyoh  re- 
plied to  bim. 

Mr.  NicHOLia  mo7ed.  in  order  to  do  away  any 
diffictidy  in  thia  case,  that  wheu  ibe  members  of 
the  Senate  were  introduced,  the  Speaker  should 
relinqDishtbe  chair  to  ibe  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Davekpobi;  supported  this  moiioo.  He 
had  no  donbi  of  the  propriety  of  the  President  of 
the  Senate  presiding  at  a  joint  meeting,  more 
especially,  ae  be  was  the  person  designated  by 
the  Constitution  for  counting  out  the  rotes. 

Mr.  R«l(00(.pB  said  that  if  this  course  were 
taken,  the  Senate  ought  to  be  notified  of  this  act 
of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  Home;  if  not.  it 
might  appear  that  the  President  of  the  Senate 
took  ibe  chair  as  a  matter  of  rigbi.  He  said  he 
knew  that,  to  many  persons,  matters  of  this  son 
'  !  of  -'  ■  .    . 


appeared   I 


ioute  importance,  but  i 


reryihing  touching  the  pririleges  of  this  House, 
as  it  regarded  the  claims  of  the  other  cO'Ordioaie 
branches  of  the  OoMrnmeat,  be  woold  stickle 
for  the  nioth  part  of  a  hair.    It  was  well  known 


that,  in  England,  the  pritileges  of  [be  Co 
bad  been  gained  inch  by  ineb  from  the  Kings  and 
Nobles  by  a  steady  perseTeraoce ;  and  that  man 
must  have  very  little  knowledge  of  mankind,  in- 
deed, who  was  not  persuaded  that  those  pririleges 
might  be  lost,  as  they  were  gained,  by  gradual  and 
imperceptible  encroachment  on  the  one  hand,  and 
tacit  yielding  on  the  other.  This  was  not  a  mat- 
ter of  great  consequence  In  itself;  but  power 
always  begot  powfr.  It  was  like  money,  he  said; 
any  man  could  make  money  who  bad  money. 
So  BDj  mao,  or  body  of  men,  who  bad  power, 
could  extend  it.  I  hare  no  objection,  said  Mr. 
R.,  very  far  from  it,  to  the  Constitutional  exet' 
cise  of  the  powers  and  pririleges  of  the  Senate. 
Let  their  President  count  theTotessir;  there  is 
a  rery  good  chair  for  him  in  which  the  Clerk 
BOW  aits.  But,  on  what  principle  is  he  to  come 
into  the  House  with  a  consciousness  that  he  has 
a  right  to  throw  fon  out  of  the  chair,  sir  and 
take  possession  of  it  7  I  hare  no  idea  of  suffering 
a  man  to  come  throueh  those  folding  do 
anch  a  sentiment,  if  he  comes  into  thii 
he  comes  from  courtesy,  and  cannot  assume  your 
chair,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  a  matter  of  right,  but  as  a 
faror.  And,  if  ibe  President  of  the  Senate  ukes 
posscaiioa  of  your  chair  as  a  faror,  it  ought  to  be 


into  this  House, 


announced  to  the  Senate  as  rach ;  for,  the  nere 
vote  an  otir  aide  amounts  lo  notbinr,  protided 
that  be,  and  the  body  over  whom  he  preside^ 
come  Into  this  House  under  the  kuowledge,  (with- 
out an  intimation  from  us.)  (hat  you  are  to  leare 
your  chair,  and  he  is  lo  take  posseuioo  of  it. 

Mr.  Sxtut  obierfed  that  there  was  no  fear  of 
the  pririleges  of  this  body  being  encroached  upon 
by  any  other^for  there  was  a  written  Constiia- 
lioO.  prescribing  the  powers  of  each  body;  and. 
at  the  same  lime,  that  it  was  proper  to  be  ctreful 
of  their  own  rights,  he  said  the  House  should 
be  corefnl  not  to  infringe  on  the  rights  of  the 
other  body.  In  respect  to  this  question,  there  was 
a  case  in  point.  In  one  instance  while  Congress 
sat  at  Philadelphia,  the  Senate  had  come  into  (he 
Rep  rrsr  ma  tires'  Chamber  to  conat  oat  therote^ 
and  the  President  of  the  Senate  bad  taken  the 
chair  as  a  matter  of  right.  We,  said,  Mr.S.  are 
sittiagasa  coareniion  of  the  two  Ho;is(s,ror« 
special  purpose,  riz:  to  count  out  the  rotes.  Who 
is  properlv  the  presiding  officer  in  this  caie  7  Ub- 
qnestionaoly  the  officer  directed  by  the  Constira- 
tion  to  open  the  rotes.  Anitl  consider  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  on  this  occasion,  as  acting  in  the 
samecapacity  as  any  other  member  of  the  House. 

After  some  further  obserrations  on  the  sub- 
ject, from  Messrs.  MABTxaa,  Lton,  and  Uacoh, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Nicboi-ab  was  agreed  to — 
yeas  98. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb  then  moved  thai  tfae  Senate  be 
aequainied,  by  message,  of  this  arrangement. 
Agreed  to — yeas. 73. 

The  resolutioo  fitat  offered  by  Ut.  Nicholab 
was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  auggcsiion  of  Mr.  Van  Dtkk,  it  waa 
agreed  that  tha  membera  should  receive  the  Sett- 
ate  standing  and  uocorered. 

The  time  for  countiog  the  rotes  hating  trriredl, 
the  members  of  ibe  Senate,  preceded  by  their 
Bergeanl-at-Arms,  entered  the  He preseAta tires' 
Chamber,  Mr.  MiLi^snoB,  the  President  pn  tern- 
port,  took  the  Speaker's  chair,  and  the  memben 
took  their  aeala  on  the  right  hand  of  th*  chair. 
The  tellers  were  ranged  in  front,  and  tfae  CWrki 
of  each  Hogse  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  leUen. 
The  President  of  the  Senate  opened  the  electoral 
returns,  one  copy  of  which  was  handed  to  the 
idler  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  who  read  it; 
the  tellers  of  the  House,  Messrs.  Nicbolab  and 
Vak  Dtsb,  comparing  the  dupUckte  retnnis 
handed  lo  iheia. 

When  this  business,  which  occapied  about  two 
hours,  wa*  concluded,  the  tellers  handed  their  re- 
port to  the  President  of  the  Can* ention,  who  was 
proceeding  to  read  it.  when 

Mr.  Hillbohbi  obaerred  that  the  retnras  frt« 
one  of  the  States  appeared  to  be  defeciite,  (he 
Qovernor's  certiScale  not  being  atiaefaed  to  it 
He  thought  that  this  might  be  as  prap«r  ■  tine  to 

Nolhinir  farther  being  said  on  the  sahjeet,  how- 
ever, the  President  of  the  Senate  read  toe  follow- 
ing statement  of  the  rotes,  as  reported  by  tbe 
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New  Haminbire 
MiMBclmnlts 
Bhode  lilind 
CoDDectknit 
Vanoont 
N«w  YoA     , 
New  Jenej 
FeniisrlTtiiui 

Maiyland 

North  Ciralin* 

South  Caroline 

Georgia 

Kentack;* 

TeniuiMe 

OUo 

Total! 


-  132' 


47   113 
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S,(eiaiittt«ium  of  l^e  mta  of  the  Ekelirt  for  Fret- 
ident  of  tht  Umltd  Slatet. 

JsmoaMadiMiD 1S3 

Chulw  C.  PiDi^Ba;  •        ...      47 
OMTge  Clinton  ...        .        .6 


T«tal    ' 
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Fot  Vkt  Prttukni  nf  the  IfniledStalm. 
GMigs  Clinton  -  -  •  .  -  11: 
RnfiiiKing  -  .  -  .  .  -  ♦ 
Jirfm  IiBiigdan  .  .-  •  -  -  I 
Janca  MailiaoB  -  •  -  ■  - 
Jame*  Hraioe    .---.; 


Total 


175 


The  PmidcDt  of  the  Senate,  pursaaat  to  the 
joint  TeBolutioo  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  7[h  in- 
iiant,  then  announced  the  state  of  the  lolei  to 
both  HoD«es  of  Conifress,  and  declared  "That 
'  Jahbs  Madiboi*  was  duljr  elected  President  of 
Ibe  United  States,  for  foui  ^ean,  to  commeDce 
OQ  the  fourth  dajr  of  March  oeit;  and  that 
Qgobqe  Cuhtoh  was  dulf  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  trailed  Sutes,  for  the  like  terra  of 
four  rears,  to  commeaeo  oa  the  aaid  fourth  day 
of  March  next." 
The  members  of  the  Senate  theo  retired  in  the 
same  order  in  vhieh  they  entered. 

After  the  conejuiion  of  the  business  of  the 
joint  meeting,  the  Speaker  resumed  (hs  chair, 
and  the  House  came  to  order. 
Hr.  J.  O.  JacKBOR  offered  a  resolution  for  a 


total  noD-intercotirte  -belweeo  this  Gountry  and 
Great  Britaio,  and  Fraacp,  and  for  excluding 
from  our  waters  all  armed  Teasels,  with  a  rfew  to 
have  it  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Mr.  NiobO' 
LAS's  resolution. 

The  SpbaCih  having  declared  the  motion  for 
commitment  to  be  in  order, 

Mr.  Randolph  appealed^ f torn  the  decision,  on 
the  ground  that  a  few  days  ago  the  House  had 
decided  (hat  a  resolution  could  not  he  coosidered 
when  the  precise  subject  of  the  resolution  wqs 
already  before  a  Committee  of  ths  Whole;  and 
that  ihe  deeistoo'  was  variant  from  the  former 
decision  of  the  Speaker. 

After  some  observations  from  various  gentle. 
men  on  the  point  of  order,  Mr.  Jackson  with- 
drew hia  motion,  and  the  HoUie  adjourned. 

Tnoaao AT,,  February  9. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  amend  the  Journal  of  yes- 
lerday'a  proceedings,  by  inserting  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Walion.IhBBrector  from  the  Stale  of  Ken-, 
lucky,  who  did  not  attend  to  give  hia  vote,  stating 
the'reason  thereof.  He  slated  his  object  to  be  to 
state  OD  the  Journal  the  reason  why  one  vote  was 
deficient  from  theSiateof  Kentucky, that  it  might 
serve  aa  a  precedeot  on  aimijar  occasions.  For, 
if  hereafter,  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  or  in- 
ability to  attend  of  aoy  one  or  more  Eteelors, 
there  should  be  a  lie  between  any  two  candidates 
for  the  Pr,esidency,  il  would  bn  made  a  matter  of 
queation  whether  their  voles,  although  unable  to 
aiiend  at  the  time,  ought  not  to  be  counted. 

Some  dincussion  look  place  on  this  point,  it  be- 
ing contended  by  some  gentlemen  (hat  the  House 
had  no  coneern.  with  the  causes  why  aoy  vote 
waanot  received, but  merely  locount  those  which 
camo  to  band.  And  that  if  it  was  intended  to  fix 
a  precedent  to  govern  future  proceeding  on  this 
subject,  il  oBgfat  to  be  done  vuh  great  delibera- 
tioo. 

Mr.  Macon's  motioa  was  negattved,  ayes  20. 
NON-mTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Taylob  said  it  would  be  recollecled  that, 
in  the  course  of  the  public  business  of  this  session, 
a  resolution  reported  by  a  committee  oa  our  for- 
eign relations  arising  out  of  a  motion  of  a  mem- 
ber from  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
terdicting commercial  intercourse  with  such  bel- 
ligerents as  had  in  force  decrees  or  edicts  against 
the  lawful  commerce  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  agreed  to  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
wbo  Jiad  reported  a  bill  for  non-intercourse. 
s  bill  in  fact  however  comprised  hut  one  half 
ofthe  wbolesubjeot  embraced  by  the  words  *  non- 
intercourse."  The  bill  as  reported  lothis  House 
provided  for  the  non-iai ports tion  of  the  goods, 
wares.and  merchandise, the  growth  and  roaufuc- 
tureof theseparlicularcouatries.  .  Ttiat (said he) 
may  be  readily  accounted  for,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  House  was  then  actually  engaged 
in  passsing  a  law  for  the  enforcement  ofthe  em- 
bargo, the  eommiiiee  therefore  having  puly  in 
view  the  other  part  of  ibe  question,  so  as  to  oom- 
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.■  After  Ihal  bill  wis  re- 
ported, B  geniletnan  rro[aTeDnesiee(Mr.  Rhea,) 
IQ  order  ihal  the  whole  laigbt  be  iocorporGkted 
into  one,  offered  a.  resululiun  fnr  ihat  purpose.  1 
did  ihlok  it  uanecessarr  at  ihat  time ;  but  as  ibe 
course  of  busine.^a  seema  lo  look  toviirds  a  repeal 
oftbe  embargo,  JD  order  lbs [  tbe  whole  subject 
of  noD-iniercourse  majr  be  inoorporated  in  ihf 
bill  before  (he  House,  1  move  ibat  [he  Commiitee 
of  Lhe  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  and  that  it  may  be  referred  lo  a  com- 
miitee.  iu  order  ihat  it  may  be  made  io  fact  wbai 
the  tiile  imporis  it  to  be,  completely,  a  till  for 
Don-intercourse  between  ibis  coanlrjr  and  those 
aslTDDS  hafing  in  force  decrees affectiDg  our  neu- 
tral lighiH. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideralioo  oftbe  bill,  ayes  72. 

A  molioD   having  been  made  that  thin  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  M 
NiCBOLJLs'a  resoluiioD,  was  neeaiived,  56  to  43. 

It  was  ib«n  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  con 
miltee  who  reported  it,  and  carried,  61  to  41. 

Much  desultory  debate  toot  place  on  these  m 
tions,io  which  Messrs.  Sloan.  D.  R.  Willmh 
Uphim,  Macon,  Din*,  Efpeb,  Taylor,  Niotn 
'    LAB,  Van  Horn,  and  Smiub,  partook. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  that  ihe  commiiiee 
which  nowhasunderconsideratioB  tberesoiutmni 
ofieredbr  Messrs.  Niceiolas,  BAcoK,RDdDDRBix, 
b«  discharged  from  the  further  consideraiion  of 
iheni,  and  that  they  be  referred  lo  the  Fame  com 
Biitiee  Id  whom  the  non-lnlercourse  bill  was  jui 
referred. 

Hr.  Davbvk  seconded  the  molico,  and  Messr; 
SmLiB.LavB,  Holland, and  Rhba, supported  it. 
and  Messrs.  Dana,  Ranpolpb,  Milhor,  Oardb- 
KIER,  and  Maoon,  opposed  it. 

Ttie  question  was  taken  on  discharging  the 
committee  from  the  further  consideration  of  them 
at  half-past  S  o'clock— yeas  65,  nays  55,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ttis— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WjlIU  Alston,  jr.,  David 
Bard,  WUIUun  W.  Bibb,  Willum  Blackledge, Thoma* 
Blount,  Adsm  Bo;d,  John  Bojle,  Willism  A.  Burwell, 
Wm.  Butler,  Jos.  Calhoun,  Matthew  GIsy,  John  Cla]>- 
ton,  Richard  Cults,  John  I>anM)n,Ja<ish  Deane,  Joseph 
Desba,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Hethack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
Bon,  jr.,  Peterson  (joodwjn,  Issiah  L.  Gieen,  John 
BsTstar,  James  HolUnd,  Dsvid  Holmes,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  John  O.  Jackson,  Hicb- 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kanan,  Wil- 
liam KiApatrick,  John  Lambert,  John  Love,  Robert 
Marion,  WUiism  McCreery,  Daniel  Mcmtgomsry,  jr., 
John  Montgomei7,  Kicholss  R.  Hooie,  Thomsj  Mooie, 
Jaremish  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Nonbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter, 
John  Pugb,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylcanla,  John  Rbea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Ben- 
jamin Say,  Ebenezer  Sesvei.  Saniuel  Shaw,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smitb,  Dsniel  C  Verplsnek, 
Jesse  Wbsrton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  and 
Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  Bpaphfoditus  Champion,  Martin  Chilienden,  Oreh- 
Bid  Cook,  John  Culp^er,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 


inport,  jr.,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Barant  Gai- 
denier,  Francis  Gardner,  Junee  M.  Gu-netl,  Edwin 
my,  John  Harris,  WlJliam  Hoso,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Ridt- 
:d  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Edwaid  Lloyd, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Pfatbsniel  Macon,  Jowah  Maete™,Wil- 
lism  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Momroid, 
I'imolhy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  itandolpb, 
Samuel Riker.John  Rowan, John  RuBaell,JaainSloui, 
Jededisb  K.  Smith,  Bsmuei  S^lth,  Richard  Staolbrl 
William  StedmsD,  CleoiBnt  Slorei,  Lewia  B.  Smites 
Pttcr  Swart,  Sseinel  Taggarl,  BcDJamiii  TaUaaJg^ 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Abram  Tiiffi  ^^>^ 
Upham,  James  L  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cratksidt. 
Archibald  Van  JJoin,  Killian  K.  Va>  Ronaaelaei,  and 
David  R.  Williams. 

'Mr.  W.  ALirrOH  then  moved  to  coinniii  ibe 
resolutions  to  the  cornraiilee  lo  whom  ibe  biJion 
the  subject  of  non-inieroourse  was  referred. 

This  motion  was  opposed  hy  Messrs.  Rabholph, 
LvOH,  Van  Horn,  Bacon,  Gabdbmier,  QniBCr, 
and  MlL^oB;  and  supported  by  Mes  m Tatlob, 
W.  Alston,  and  Holla'ND. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  yeai  and  BB|a— 55 
to  36,  as  follows: 

YiAs— Lamuerj.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David 
Bsrd,  William  Blackledge,  Thomaa  Bloont,  AdaB 
Boyd,  William  Butter,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mauhew  Clay, 
Richard  Cults,  John  Dawaon,  Jonalr  Deaoe,  Joseph 
Desba,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk. 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thoroaa  Ghobon,  jr.,  Putaimm 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Oreut,  John  Haider,  JaraeaiBal- 
land,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jot«  G.  Jack- 
son, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wallar  Jsdcs,  ThoBa>  Ke- 
nan, John  Lambert,  John  Love,  Babtat  Maita«.Wil- 
liam  McCc<ei7,JohnMantgoin^,NidiolaBR.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Momnv.Tboi. 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholss,  John  Parter,Jolui  rugb, 
John  Rea  of  Poin^lvanit,  Jofan  RbaaoT  Tannewe, 
Mattbiaa  Rioharde,  Benjamin  Say,  Samnel  Shaw,  Deo- 
nis  Smelt,  John  Smilia,  Jedediali  K:..SmLtk,  Jamas  L 
Van  Alen,  Jeasa  Wharton,  Robert  WhitebiU,  Isaac 
Wilbour,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Wiu. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Martin  ChittwidtM,  Jokt 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gaideaiet,  Fran- 
cia Oanlner, Edwin  Oray,John  Hsrria;  William  HoKe, 
Dsniel  Illley,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jei)kina,Joac{)ll 
Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Joaiah  Mastsis,  WiHiam 
Milnoi,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdoa  S.  MaDloEd, 
Tiniotby  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rsndolph, 
Samnel  Kikar,  John  Rnssel,  Jamea  Sloan,  Samod 
Smitb,  Richsfd  Stanford,  William  StedmsD,  Lrfiwis  B. 
Slurgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Joba 
Taylor,  Abiam  Trigg,  Jabei  Upham,  Philip  Vsm  Cort- 
landt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  and  David  R.  WtlBams. 
Mr.  Van  Albr  moved  lo  refer  to  the  taae 
committee  a  resulalioa  oQered  by  Mr.  Mdmfobb 
at  the  commencemeBt  of  the  session  for  a  poitisi 
repeal  of  ihe  embargo  j  but  the  House  a,djaur«ed 
before  a  question  could  be  taken. 

The  effector  the  votesof  this  day,  is  to  refer  to  the 
Cooimlllee  on  Foreign  Relations,  cumposed  of 
Messrs.  G.  W. Campbell, NicaoLAS,BACO!<, Tai- 
lor, FiBE,  J.  MoierooNGBy,  MaMrOBo,  Chab- 
PIOH,  and  Porter,  the  several  propositions  for 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  for  armiog  the  mer- 
chant vessels,  for  non-inteicourse,  lor  excindiDg 
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arinrd  reaselit  from  oar  water*,  sod  for  declaring 
the  Gret  capture  made  in  violaiioa  of  ihs  oeatral 
rights  of  the  United  StotM  to  be  a  declariiioD  of 
war,  dtc,  with  leaTC  to  report  by  bill. 

The  chief  argument  in  favor  of  this  K^eral 
reference  was,  that  thcFe  propositions  mi'ght  be 
merged  in  one  -bill  which  should  preipol  a  eene- 
ral  ayslem,  and  thus  render  less  complicated  the 
proceeding^  of  the  Hou»e  on  these  resolulionii. 
The  mainar^inent»aj[ain*iii  were,  that  ii  would 
deilTof  all  that  had  already  been  dons  in  Cum- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole,  and-' probably  present  a  sys- 
tem at  length  to  the  House  which  wnnld  not  be 
approved,  and  (liua  produce  no  other  eSect  at  this 
late  period  of  the  lessioit  than  to  protract  discm- 
tioD  ;  and  also,  that  it  would  encoura^  that  spec- 
ulalioo  now  going  on  iaiha  mercaalile  lowas, 
and  he  roinoui  to  many  men  of  moderate  capiiali 
who  had  embarked  their  all  in  the  purchase  of 

Eroduce,  ia  the  cerlaioiv  that  the  en  ' 
t  railed  oa  ibr4ib  o 


Ei'bidav,  February  10. 

Mr.  JeaaNiiB  Morrow,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
dtsp««al  of  certaia  traeieof  land  in  the  Miists- 
■ippi  Te^ritor]^  ojalraed  under  Bpanlsfa  grants 
leporied  by  the  Iiand  ComiDissionera  as  antedated, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice 
and  coramiltcd  to  a  CBmmiitee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

A  niesMge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  euiiijed  "An 
act  10  incorporate  a  company  for  opening  the 
canal  in  the  Ciiy  of  Washington  ;"  to  which  tbey 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.     ■ 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Commlttea  or  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented,  a  hill  author- 
izing the  Aecouotlpg  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  give  credit  to  certain  collectors  of 
the  Cusioras,  for  allowances  paid  by  them  to  the 
oVQers  and  crews  of  fishing  vessels;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dana,  that  the  fol- 
lowing be  added  as  a  new  rule  to  the  atandiog 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  to  wit : 

"The  Speaker  maj  admit  within  the  Hall  soeh  Ju- 
dicial oSicen  of  the  United  Stataa,  sr  either  of  them, 
u  he  may  judgs  proper,  and  soch  gentleinen  is  have 
been  members  of  eilhar  House  of  Cottgresi :" 

The  rale  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  PoiNOBiTHR  observed,  that  at  present  tbe 
oouriBof  (he  Terriioriea  have  do  jurisdiction  to 
try  ofieaders  againsi  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales.  That  in  the  Territory  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  probably  iu  other  Terri- 
tories, violations  of  tbe  etobargo  laws  had  taken 
place  and  would  again  talte  place;  and  that  as 
tbe  law  stood  il)ey  might  lake  plaee  with  impu- 
nity, the  Territorial  courts  having  no  jurisdictioa 
to  piioish  tbe  offenders.  He  therefore  moved  for 
tbe  order  of  tbe  day  on  tbe  bill  for  esieading  jit- 


risdietioD  to  the  Territorial  courts.    The  Hoose 
refused  to  take  it  up,  ayes  27. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Alston,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
he  bill  making  appropriation  for  ihe  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1809.  The  bill  having 
been  gone  tbrongb,  and  the  blanks  filled  wiib 
tbe  various  sums  reported  by  the  Treasury  Da- 
parimeni,  ihe  Committee  rose  and  reported  tha 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading; 
No  division  took  place  on  any  appropriatim 
It  one  of  five  thousand  dollars  towards  com- 
pleting the  Orleans  road;  which  wasopposed  by 
Messrs.  QABnHEB,  Oaehenier,  and  Uphau,  and 
supported  by  Mes!rs.  W.  Alston,  EpPBn,  Demba, 
B»8.  and  J.  Q.  Jackbon,  and  carried  52  to  19, 

NAVIGATION  LAWS. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  43  to  30,  on  the  bill  reported 
by  Mr.  Dana  concerning  assoeiatioos  for  the  so- 
curiiy  of  navigalioo. 

[The  hill  provides,  "That  in  oases  wherein  the 
armament  of  merobani  v«sseU  for  defence  oujr 
be  allowed  by  onjr  law  of  Ihe  UniUd  Slate*,  it 
shall  be-lawftti  for  citizens  of  the  United  Suiiea 
to  agree,  that  any  ships  or  vessels  by  them  owned 
shaiT  sail  in  ooocett  and  be  associated  for  mutual  ' 
assistance  and  protection  in  any  voyage  or  voy- 
ages not  contrary  to  law,  auil  during  any  lims 
or  limes  which  may  be  designated  by  instrumbat 
in  writing  duly  eiecuted  by  the  owners  or  tbeir 
authorized  agents.  The  stipulations  of  the  par- 
lies conialDed  in  kuch  instrument  may  exteud  to 
the  equipment  and  force  of  the  vessels  respect- 
ively, the  relative  authority  of  tbe  masters  or 
commanders,  the  appointment  of  places  and  time* 
of  rendezvous  and  sailing,  the  regulation  of  sig- 
nals, the  direction  of  the  general  course  of  the 
voyage  or  voyages,  the  orders  to  be  observed  in 
cases  of  separation  or  danger,  and  the  making 
of  arrBgeroents  for  conducting  and  managing  the 
respective  vessels  as  may  be  most  effectual  for 
Bssistaoce  in  any  case  of  peril  or  misfortune,  and 
for  protecting  aU  or  any  of  them  against  fordble 
seiiure  or  annoyance:  Provided,  That  no  such 
agreement  or  stipulation  shall  contravene  any  in- 
sinietions  or  orders  issued  according  to  law  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  That  th« 
respective  ships  or  vessels  shall  he  holden  for 
the  stipulations  contained  In  any  such  instrument 
coDcerniDg  them,  and  ?hall  accordingly  be  char- 
geable for  such  compensaiioD  or  iudemDlty  aa 
may  be  justly  required  od  account  of  any  failura 
to  perform  Iha  same,  as  well  as  for  satisfying  any 
reasonable  claim  of  contribuiioa  on  account  of 
loss  or  damage  incurred  in  pursuance  thereof. 
The  rates  of  contribution  to  be  so  made  shall  be 
apportioned  to  and  among  the  respective  vessel^ 
as  ihe  patties  may  have  consenteo  aod  declared 
by  such  iosirument,  or,  la  failure  of  such  declara- 
tion, the  apportionment  of  tbe  same  shall  be  ad- 
justed by  tbe  competent  court,"  d^.j 

Tbe  words  in  italic  In  tbe  above  were  inserted 
by  ameBdmeni,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Jaokboh. 
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In  eiplaiDiog  tiie  operilion  of  the  profiiioDB  of 
tbia  bill- 
Mr  Dana  ssid  that  it  did  nol  propose  to  cbaoge 
tb«  stale  of  our  foreigD  relationa  nith  rcRpect  lo 
any  Power  whaiever;  it  decided  nothing  respeoi- 
ing  the  cates-  In  which  merchant  reiaets  might 
be  permitted  to  arm  for  their  defence,  but  pro- 
ceeded 00  the  supposition  that  there  might  be 
cases  in  which  arming  the  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States  should  be.aulborized  bjr  taw. 
The  object  of  the  hill  was  to  malte  such  arming 
^caciona,  by  eomhlning  different  vesaeJa,  lljat 
tbejr  might  act  together ;  the  imparlance  of  con- 
cert being  well  known  to  every  person  who  had 
nKended  to  the  difficuky  of  atuiniog  any  point 
by  individual  and  onconnected  efforts.  It  waa 
well  known  that,  for  some  trades,  .vefsels  were 
now  permitteil  lo  arin;  and  if  with  respect  lo 
tbe  great.Powers  of  the  civilized  world  the  UdI- 
ted  States  were  lo  permit  their  vesiela  to  arm, 
the  bill  would  equally  apply  to  associBiions  for 
.  defence  against  them  aa  against  any  other  enemy. 
Such  associntloD  might  now  take  place  by  com- 

Iact  where  vessels  were  permitted  lo  arm;  which 
owever  could  he  obligatory  on  the  owner  only. 
The  object  of  the  hill  was,  that  the  vessels  en- 
gaged might  be  pledged  for  the  performance  of 

Some  desultory  discQssIon  look  place  on  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Dana,  Lote, 
Bdrwell,  D.  R.  Williams,  Bmilie,  and  Bassett, 
ptrtook.  Messra.  Eppeb  and  Babbgtt  appeared 
to  be  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  die  ob- 
jection to  which  appeared  to  be  that  it  sanctioned 
armaments  bv  individuals  larger  than  the  Oov- 
ernment  Iiaelr  chose  to. <apport, and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment might  be  deemed  in  some  sort  pledged 
to  a  responaibility  for  their  acta. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  ibe  bill, 
wblch  wes  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Satubpay,  February  11. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbrehiar  Moshow, 
Ordered,  That  the  Message  from  the  Freaident 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  I9th  February,  1S08, 
conimonicating  an  additional  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commisaioners  appointed  under 
"  An  net  lo  regulate  the  laying  out  add  making  a 
road  from  Cumberland  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
to  the  Stale  of  Ohio,"  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed,  on  the  14ih  of  December  last,  on  a 
Message  from  the  Presideoi  of  the  United  Siatei' 
relative  to  the  same  object. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  opening  a  canal  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton waa  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Van 
HotN,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day— 
55  to  29.     The  bill  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 

The  bill  concerning  associations  for  the  secu- 
rity of  navigation  beme  about  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  was,  on  moiion  of  Mr.  Bppes,  with  the  assent 
of  Mt.Dana,  postponed  till  Monday,  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  not  received  that  mature  consideration 


by  the  House  to  whicli  Ibe  imporUnce  of  the  uib- 
ject  entitled  it. 

The  bill  making  appropriaiioas  for  the  iDppoit 
of  Governroeol,  for  the  year  1809,  was  read  &  ihiri 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Love,  afier  a  few  prefatory  remarks,  offered 
the  following  resalutlon,  whiol)  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  with  leave  lo  report  by  bill,  ot 
otherwise : 

Saoived,  That  the  laws  of  the  several  Statea  ahd 
be  regarded,  as  the  mlea  of  prooeeding  on  jodgmeoli 
Bjid  executiona  in  the  Conrti  of  iLe  United  8t>tc«,  ex- 
cept where  the  Uws  of  the  United  Statas  oball  othn- 
wise  provide. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Jebeh'h  Morrow,  the  House 
resolved  itseirJDio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, on 
.the  bill  from  the  Senate  far  extending  the  tennj 
of  payment  for  public  lands.  The  bill  beiaggone 
through,  it  wai  reported  to  the  Honae,  and  oirdeied 
10  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williahs,  the  House 
proceeded  lo  coosider  an  additional  rule  to  the 
standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  proposed 
yesterdayfay  Mr.  Daka;  and  the  same  being  again 
read,  was,  on  the  question  put  ihereapoo,  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

"  Th«  ^aker  may  admit  within  the  Hall  radi  i>- 
dicial  offiMFi  of  the  Unitad  State*,  or  either  a[  ihmi, 
as  he  may  judge  proper,  and  such  gentlemen  »a  hava 
been  meabera  of  either  Houae  of  Congreaa." 

A  mesaage  from  the  Senate  Informed  the  Hotuc 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  making  of  a  turnpike  road 
from  Mason's  Cauaawey  to  Alexandria;  to  which, 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  ihia  Honae. 

N0K-INTERC0UE8E. 

Mr.  Nicholas,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
RelatlouB,  (Mr.  O.  W.  C&mpbell  being  deuined 
from  hia  seat  bv  illness,)  reported  a  bill  interdict' 
iog  commercial  tntertourM  between  the  United 
States  and  Qreat  Britain  aod  FraBce/aud  for  other 
purposes.  The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  refarfcd 
to  a  Oommiliee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

[This  bill  provides  for  a  repeal  of  the  embargo, 
except  so  faraa  relates  to  Qreat  Britainand  France, 
on  ibe  4th  day  of  March  next,  repealing  almost 
entirely  the  prortsiona  of  the  embargo  laws  affect- 
ing the  coasting  trade,  aod  for  a  total  non-import- 
ation fromOreai  Britain  and  Fra  nee,  lo  commence 
on  the  SOth  of  May.  It  also  excludes  from  the 
watersoftheUoiied  Siatesall  armed  vessels,  after 
the  4ih  of  March  next.] 

HoMDAT,  Febraary  13. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  aet 
to  authorize  the  makine  of  a  luril^ike  road  from 
MaaoQ'aCauBewayloArexandria,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  consider  and  report  I  hereon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  presented  a  petition  of  sundtf  free- 
holders and  proprietors  of  land  in  that  part  of  ihe 
eounty  of  Alexandria,  in  the  Territory  of  Colnin- 
bla,  which  is  situate  between  the  lowiu  of  Alez- 
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andris  and  Qporgpiown,  itatinff  ibat  ihtj  bave 
been  iDformFd  an  application  lo  Congrpu  ban  been 
lately  made  for  opening  a  new  road  ibrouijh  the 
landsof  the  pecilioiipra,  between  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria and  Qeorgelown  ferry;  and  praying  thai 
the  pntyer  of  any  petiliba  or  pelitiona  for  thai 
object  may  not  be  ghin led.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
miMee  for  the  Dinlriet  of  Colombia. 

On  a  motion,  niade  by  Mr.  Masters,  that  the- 
House  do  now  adjnarn,  the  question  was  taken 
therenpoo,  aad  decided  in  the  negatire — yeas  24, 
nays  SJI. 

i'be  House  resoked  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  hilt  for  the  disposal  of  certain 
Iraclsof  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  claimed 
under  Spanish  grams,  reported  by  the  Land  Com- 
missioners as  antedated,  and  for  other  parpo!«s. 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendraent,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 


The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enlitled  "An  act 
to  extend  the  lime  for  making  payment  for  the 
public  Innds  of  the  United  Slates,V  log^eiber  with 
the  amendments  agreed  lo  on  Saturday  last,  was 
read  the  third  time.  Whereupon,  the  bill,  as 
amendrd,  was  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  asMciations  for 
the  secarity  of  oavigaiion  was  read  the  third  lime, 
and  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

The  Hattseresolreditself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  ell  goods,  wares,  and  roerehandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place;  and,  after 
■ome  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Masters  reported  that  the 
Oimmitiee  bad  had  (he  said  bill  onder  consider- 
ation, flnd,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the 
Commitiee  found  themselves  wiibout  a  quorum, 
and  theretiy  dis'olved. 

The  Hou'C  resolved  itself  toio  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  extending  the  right  of  suf- 
frage to  the  Indisns  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poftn.  The  bill  was  report^  with  an  amendment ; 
which  wa5  twice  read,  and  sirreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  ihe  amend- 
ment, be  engTos&ed,  snd  read  the  third  lime  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marion, 

Ordertd,  That  the  bill  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported from  any  foreign  port  or  place, be  commit- 
ted to  a  Cammiiiee  of  the  Whole  " 


DANIEL  COTTON. 

The  House  resolreil  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole  oii  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Cotton.  The  hill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment. The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,Blld 
pa.ti^d — yeas  58.  nays  36,  as  follows: 

Tiis — I.emnel  J.  Alston,  JoMph  Bsrker,  John  Bojle, 
Robert  Broon.  Epspbrodiius  Uhsmpion,  John  Cnlpe- 
per,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M. 
Dnrvll.  Jimes  Elliot,  WUIUm  Ely,  William  Fbidtey, 
Jame*  Piak,  Barent  Oardenier,  Francia  Oardner,  bai^ 


L.  Oreen,  William  Helms,  Benjunin  Howard,  Ranbeu 
HnrnphrBVi,  Daniil  IMaj,  Robait  Jenkins,  Richard  H. 
Johnson,  Waltar  Jons*.  James  Kallj,  William  Kirkpat- 
rick,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liiermore, 
Joaish  Masters,  William  McCraery,  WUIiam  Milnor, 
Nichalu  S,.  Mows.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jon&lb*D  O. 
Mosel;^  Qnnloa  S.  Mumtbrd,  Thomu  Newton,  Timo- 
thy Pilkin,  jr.,  Samaet  Riker,Jobn  Rowan,  Lem'l  Saw- 
yer, Junes  aioan,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanford,  Clem- 
BDl  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Blurges,  Sunuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TaUmadgCiJohn  Thompson,  Qeorge  M.  Tronp, 
Jabei  Upham,  James  L  Vtn  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,NichotasVanDjke,ArchibBldVanHorn,Kitlian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daouil  C.  Verplsnck,  Jesse  Whar- 
ton, Alexander  WilKon.and  Nathan  Wilson. 

NiTS— WUlis  Alston,jr.,  Dsiid  Bard.  Bunvell  Bb» 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Thomae 
Bloant,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Cliy,  John  Clapton, 
Joseph  Desha,  Thomaa  GhoI*on,jr.,  Fetenon  Good- 
wyn,  John  Ueister,  WiUiam  Hoge,  James  Holland, 
D»*id  HabDsa,  Richard  Jaekaon,  John  Lambert,  Na- 
thaniet  Hacoa,  Robert  Marion,  Daniel  llonlgomeiy,  jr. 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneiaea,  Matthias  Richards, 
Benj'n  8aj,  Dsnni*  Smelt,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  John  Taylor,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Isaae 
WUboni. 

ToasDAT,  February  14.    ' 

An  engrossed  bill  extending  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pot- 
pases,  Vat  read  the  third  lime,  And  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  disposal  of  eerlaia 
tracts  of  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  claimed 
under  Spanish  grant*,  reported  by  the  Land  Com- 
missioners as  antedated,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  third  time.  Whereupon,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  RowAir,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  indefinitely.  And 
the  question  being  taaen  thereupon,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Elt,  that  the  said 
hill  be  recommitted  to  the  eonaideralion  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.  And  the  question 
being  put  thereupon,  it  wxa  decided  io  Ihe  nega- 
tive. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.Brts,  that  the  fourth 
and  fifih  sections  of  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  ihe  Public  Lands,  further  to  con- 
sider ihe  same,  and  report  10  the  HoDie.  A.ndtbe 
question  being  taken  ibereupon,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative. 

Raolped,  That  tfaa  said  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be,  "An  act  for  the  disposal  of  certain 
tracts  of  land,  claimed  under  Spanish  grants,  re- 
ported hy  the  Land  Gommiaeioners  as  antedated, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Lots,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
11th  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  regulate  process, 
in  certain  cases,  io  the  Courts  of  Ihe  United  Statet; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  n  CotQ' 
mittee  ofthe  Wbole  to-morrow. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES, 

The  House  reeoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  imposiog  additional 
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dutiea  on  Etli  gooda,  wares, and  merchandise, 
purted  iaio  the  Uoited  Buigs, 

[Ttita  bttl  provides  "thatao  additional  duc^r 

of  per   ceolunj   on   ihe   perroaDent   duties 

cow  imposed   by   law.  upon  goods,  waies, 
merchaadise,  imported   into  the.  United  S 
from  roreign  ports  or  places,  sliall  be  laid,  leried 
and  collected   npon  all   goods,  wares,  and 
cliandise,  which  shall,  after  the  thirty-first  day 
of  Januarf,  1809,  be  imported  into  the  United 
States,  from  any  fureign   port  or  plane;  and 
farther  addition  often  per  centum  gkall  be  made 
to  ihe  gaid additional  dvlt/finrtapect  to  all  gooda, 
waree,  and  merchandiie,  imported   in  shift   ' 
venada  not  of  the  United  Statu :  and  the  dui 
imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
in  the  same  maaner,  &ad  under  the  same  regu- 
lations, mode  of  lecucity,  and  time  of  paymeni, 
reipeeiively,  as  are  already  prescribed  bj  law, 
ia  relation  lo  the  duties  dow  in  t'ura*  on  tne  im- 
portalioD  of  arlicles  imparted  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place.    That  this  act  shali  continue 
force   until  the   firai  day  of  April,  1810,  sad 
longer:      Provided,   that   Ihe    addilional   duli«3 
laid  by  this  act,  shall  be  collecied  oo  such  goods, 
vares,  and  merchandise,  as  shall  bare  been  ' 
ported  previous  to  (he  said  day."J 

Mr.  W.  Alstob,  ill  the  absence  of  Mr.  Q.  W. 
Campbell,  the  Chainnan  of  ihe  Comraltti 
Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  fill  the  blank  ii 
bill  with  the  words  seveoiy-Gve,  slating  that  ibe 
opinions  of  (he  members  of  the  Committee  hai* 
varied  as  (o  the  proportion  with  which  to  Gil  (hi 
blanks,  some  beiug  foe  one  hundred,  some  foi 
fifty;    and   seventy-Sve  bad   been  taken  as  .ih< 

The  motion  to  Gil  (he  blank  witb  "seventy- 
five"  was  negatived,  51  [o  37;  and  "fifty"  agreed 
upon,  59  (0  30. 

The  words  io  italicia  the  above  were  iiruck 
out  on  motion  of  Mr,  W.  Alston. 

The  words  "and  allowances  as  to  drawback, 
between  the  word  "  regulations"  and  '■  mode  of, 
were  iDserted  an  moiivn  of  the  same  'geniteman, 
accurity.  &c. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Milhob  to  strike 
out'lbe  Gt»i  section  of  the  bill,  wbicb  gave  rise 
to  eooaiderable  debate;  but  was  withdrawn  by 
-Mr.  M^  who  moved  ihai  tbe  Committee  rise, 
with  a  view  lo  recommit  the  bill.  Motion  ueg' 
atived. 

In  (he  course  of  the  debate,  Messrs.  Mili4or, 
LiOTD,  Tallhadqe,  Suti-v  and  Quiaov,  opposed 
the  principle  of  llie  bill,  on  (be  ground  that  the 
House  had  not  before  tbem  any  npeciGed  infor- 
mation on  which  to  act ;  that  (Jie  duties  on  im- 
ported goods  were  already  very  high;  that  an 
inorvase  of  them  would  encouraga  evasioDs  of 
the  revenue  laws,  by  throwing  out  great  (emp(B- 
tioQi  to  smugglers;  (ha(  the  bill  imposed  ad- 
ditional dulies  indiscriminately  on  all  articles 
imported,  whilsl  liie  House,  however  it  mi^t 
tax  some  articles,  should  avoid  hurdeniog  those 
articles  used  almost  exclusively  by  (he  poorer 
classes  of  the  people;  thai  (he  tax,  If  raised  as 
proposed,  would oiwrate  ast  complete  prokibilioa 


of  the  importation  of  some  arlicles;  that  aB ad- 
ditional duty  would  increase  the  value  of  goods 
now  in  the  bands  of  monopolizers,  and  excite  dis- 
content in  a  part  of  the  community  ;  aud,  fioally, 
tbei  if  ihe  measure  was  proper  in  itself,  it  wu 
nl  (his  time  premature,  (tie  Huuse  not  having  de- 
cided wha(  coutse  of  policy  it  would  pursue. 

Messrs.  W.  Alstoh,  Fisk,  Smilie,  TaYLOi. 
BppEa,  and  R«iba,  snpporled  the  bill-  They  re- 
marked that  those  who  were  opposed  to  support- 
ing ihe  Qovernmenl  would  undoubtedly  voie 
against  any  proposition  for  raising  revenue;  that 
besides  producing  revenue,  the  bill  would  eo- 
courage  our  own  manufaclures,  Bad  thus  render 
us  mure  independent  of  foreign  nations;  that  this 
measure  had  been  proposed  at  (he  lait  senioii, 
ihough  not  acted  on,  and  was  therefore  Bol  a 
sudden  pruposLtian  ;  that  if  the  proporiion  pro- 
posed were  loo  large,  the  Commiltee  might  rc- 
iitsp  it  and  asree  to  a  smaller  ;  ihat  it  wualii  be 
impossible  at  this  late  period  of  tbe  session  to 
form  a  new  tariffof  duties  discriminating  between 
tbe  increase  of  duty  on  difiereiit  articles  import- 
ed; thai,  even  supposing  there  were  a  difiereoce 
of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  laying  tbe  duly,  the 
lime  for  ihe  Spring  impoitadous  was  neatly  ar- 
rived^ and  by  delaying  toe  pas.<;age  of  the  hill  fae- 
yoad  Ihe  present  session  (he  beoeGia  of  it  would 
be  lost;  Ihat  a  bill  for  impusiog  diaeriminaiioz 
duties  would  be  wholly  different  from  ibis,  and 
cuultl  not  begot  through  lbs  House  during  the 
present  sfssioa. 

Messrs.  Lton,  Bacon,  Cook,  and  Bdbwvll, 
were  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  wished 
it  lo  be  so  amended  as  to  dlscriaiiaate  between 
tbe  arlicles  on  which  the  duly  was  to  be  laid, 
eicepting  from  it  those  of  the  first  neressiiy. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  wisiied  to  impose  the  ad- 
ditional duty  exclusively  on  goods  iatpuried  fion 
England  and  France  {'and  ibua  make  (he  in- 
crease of  duty  a  measure  lo  operate  on  Coreiga 
nations  as  well  as  to  produce  revenac  to  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  and  a.  m»- 
lion  having  been  made  tut  theCommiueeKpon 
the  bill— 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  moved  lo  amend  the  bill 
by  inaarting  after  the  words  "goods,  wares, and 
meichaodise,"  in  the  beginning  of  the  bill,  tbe 
words  "tbe  produce  or  manufaciure  of  Cteat 
Britain  and  France,  and  the  coloaies.of  eiliker." 
Mr.  W.  said  il  would  be  perceived  that  itis  ma- 
lion  proposed  wholly  to  change  the  aspect  of  ibe 
bill ;  and  as  il  was  late  ia  the  day,  he  snored  thai 
ihe  Committee  rise,  lo  give  time  for  refleciion 
on  it. 


February  IS. 
Mr.Liwis,  from  theCommiueeon  theDiatriei 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  committed,  on  tbe 
thirteenth  inaiaDl,B  bill  sent  Irom  ibe  Senair. en- 
titled "An  act  to  auihorize  the  makios  of  a  lon- 
pikt  tted  frsm  Mwa's  cawewa;  to  Alenad/ia," 
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reported  the  bill  without  ■mendmeiil;  Wher«up- 
OD,  ■  inoiion  wts  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horr  thai 
the  bill  be  DOW  read  the  third  limv.  And  the 
qaeslioc  being  put  CherupoQ,  it  pRHsed  in  the  aeg- 
•  tire.  The  bill  vras  then  cammltted  to  &  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  whole  Houm  to-mofrow. 

Mr.  WiLus  Alston,  from  ibe  Comraiitee  of 
Ways  and  MeaTiaj  presented  a  bill  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  eatatdiabineot  Rnt] 
regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navjr  De- 
partmetits,  and  makins;  apprunrtaliona  for  the 
support  of  theMiliiar;  EFiabliahment,  and  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eighl'hnadred  and  nine;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  eotniitilted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

A  mesnge  from  the  Setiale  iafbrnted  the  HoDse 
that  the  Senate  have  paised  the  bill,  ^milled  "Ad 
BCl  makinz  approprialiuDa  forthe»upporlof  Qov- 
ernment,  diinnK  ine  year  one  thousand  elg-hi  hun- 
dred and  nine,'*  with  an  araendraeni;  to  whieh 
Ihey  desire  ihe  cnnuurrcnce  of  ihJM  Home.  The 
Senate  ha  vP  passed  a' resolution  for  the  appoint- 
meat  of  a  commiiiee,  on  their  [wrt,  jointly,  with 
such  eommiitee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  pari 
of  this  Htjuse,  to  consider  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  for  the 
farther  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  ibe  term  commeneing  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next,  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise ;  to  which  they  desire  the  conearreiice 
of  this  HouH. 

noN-iprrERc'ouRSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Niitbolab,  the  Mouse  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Commiiiee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  interdicting  eoiomercial  iniercourse 
between  the  Uiiilet}  States  aad  Oreal  Britain  and 
France,  and  foi*  other  purposes. 

Mr.  MiLMOK  moved  lo  strike  odI  the  first  aec- 
lion  ar  the  bill,  wiih  a  view  to  try  the  principlE 
of  the  non-intercourse  syatem.  In  auppori  of 
ifais  motion,  he  alleged  the  impoMibiliiy  of  carry- 
ing the  ayslem  into  effect ;  for  hecenceivad  that 
the  embargo  had  bead  iaeffeeiiMlfivin  the  impos- 
■ihility  or  carrying  it  into  colspl«teefl'et]t,BDd  the 
proptMed  nystem  wonld  be  as  ctificult  to  anforce. 
He  thooghi  that  it  woul  I  be  impossible  lo  carry  a 
Don-inteteoarae  syatem  into  effect,  a*  longasvesr 
aels  were  permitted  to  go  to  sea.  He  had  many 
otker  objections  to  this  bill,  among  wbich  were 
these!  that,  although  it  raiaed  Ihe  embargo  Anlf 
in  part,  IJie  permisaion  to  vessels  logo  oat,  wonld 
render  the  provision  fora  partial  emba^o  aanto- 
ry;  that,  if  the  bill  were  [apatain  ii»pre(eat>hape, 
it  was  lo  be  doubted  wheiher  any' revenue  officer 
of  the  United  Stales  would  understand  ihe  duty 
VDJoined  on  him  by  it ;  that  a  time  only  two  days 
prerions  to  ibemaetiDg  of  theneztCoagreas  whs 
fixed  upon  as  the  day  on  which  the  noo'lmporta- 
tion  ahontd  go  into  operalioo,  and  lhu«  iha  bill 
appeared  to  manifest  a  distrust  of  ihac  Congrens. 
who  certainty  would  be  more  competent  than  the 
prasent  Congress  lo  decide  uo  iif  propriety  at  that 
time  ;  that  a  non-iirtercoume between  these  coun- 
tries, voald  bat  compel  Mir  oilizenaiopay  a  dou- 


ble'freight  to  Btid  frotn  theeotrepAt,  without  pro- 
duciag  aay  other  effect  than  injuring  our  own 
eitizeni ;  [hat  ^oods  from  these conntries,atihoilgh 
their  impoTiatioti  were  interdicted  by  law,  would 
be  introduced  nererlheless;  that  the  extent  of  Ibe 
territory  and  seacoast  of  the  United  Slates  was 
so  grtat  that  all  elTDrts  lo  interdict  the  importa- 
tion of  goods  must  be  ineffectual,  for  they  would 
be  introduced  contrary  to  law;  thus  depriving 
(he  Uniied  States  of  the  revenue  which  would 
be  derived  from  ihem,  if  Ihtrir  importation  were 
permitted  by-law.  Rather  than  accept  this  sys- 
tem, Mr.  M.  thoirghl  it  would  be  better  Ihat  this 
country  should  remain  yet  longer  under  Ihe  pres- 
sure of  the  emtiar^o,  which  he  bad  nodoubl  most 
be  repealed  early  in  the  next  aessioo. 

Mr.  QiTiNOT  entered  at  considerable  length  into 
an  examination  of  the  sysiemof  coercion  on  for- 
eign nations,  by  mennsof  coniiiierctalreslriclioDS. 
Tho  idea  of  the  efficacy  of  this  system,  he  (raced 
to  a  deeper  root  than  any  AdmioiBtratioa  under 
this  Oovernment.  It  was  an  error  of  the  Ameri* 
can  |)eople,  originating  in  a  period  anieeedentlo' 
(he  Revolu(ion  ;  i(  grew  out  of  our  colonial  reg-' 
ulations.  It  began  to  bea  favorite  belief  with  ibe 
lieople,  antecedent  to  the  year  1760,  and  was  then 
f(Mler«d  by  ihe  patriots  of  thai  day,  the  idea  be- 
ing also  encouraged  by  ihe  pairioiaof  England. 
Mr.  Q,.  entered  into  a  comparative  statement  of 
the  exports  from  and  imports  to  Great  Britain 
from  America  at  two  dlSareot  periods,  viz  :  the 
nine  yearn  preceding  the  year  1775,  and  the  nine 
years  suceeeding  it,  with  a  view  to  show  ihal  the 
average  imports  into  Qreat  Briiain  from  all  the 
world,  dniing  the  nine  years'  peace  wilh  this 
country,  amounted  to  but  aboot  one-thirteenth 
more  tmn  the  average  imports  during  the  aa^e 
period  of  war ;  and  the  exports  dimiuished,  nearly 
in  lha  same  prnporttoo.  From  hisstatemeutaon 
this  head  and  a  comparison  of  the  preaent  rela- 
tive situatlDQ  of  the  two  countries,  Mr.  &  drew 
the  infetence  that  this  cupposed  means  of  coerc- 
ing ibe  Boropenn  Powers,  did  not  exist  He 
deemed  it  peculiarly  unfortnoate  that  a  confi- 
dence in  this  power  of  coercion  had  so  long  ex- 
isted, as  it  had  prevented  the  Uniled  States  from 
making  preparatiooa  which  they  otherwise  Blight 
have  made.  He  hoped  the  idea  would  now  ceaaa. 
in  relation  lo  our  present  situation,  be  recom- 
mended a  plain  remMly,  comprised  in  two  w*rds: 
"  Follsw  nature."  What  did  she  first  diclatafot 
remedying  any  complaint?  The  removal  of  all 
obstructions  on  her  operations.  Mr.  Q.,  there- 
fore, leeommeniled  the  removal  of  the  embargo, 
the  repeal  of  the  non-i m porta tioo  act.  aad  the 
abandonment  of  the  noniotercoarse  system.  He 
wished  "  peace,  if  possible ;  it  war,  union  in  (bat 
war ;"  for  this  reason,-  he  wished  a  negotiation  to 
be  opened  unahaekted  with  those  impedimenta  to 
it  which  now  existed.  As  long  as  they  remained, 
the  people  in  Ihe  portioo  of  country  whence  be 
came,  would  not  deem  an  unsuccessful  atteraptat 
negotiation  to  be  cause  for'wsr;  if  they  were 
movedj  and  an  earnest  attempt  at  negotiation  waa 
made,  unimpeded  with  these  restriclioni,  and 
sbould  not  meet  with  succesa,  they  would  join 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  CONOBBSa 


NonrfntemmrwB. 


PlMDJLKV,  1809. 


beartitf  in  a  tftir.  They  woald  not. however,  go 
10  war  to  coui«ft  ihe  righis  o(  Oreai  Brilaia  lo 
temrch  American  feisels  for  Briliih  seaRieD;  for 
it  waa  a  general  opinioo  with  ihem  Ihal  if  Araer- 
ican  Bearaea  were  encouraged,  there  would  be  nn 
OccaiioD  for  the  eiuplofnteol  of  foreign  Mainra. 
A  removal  of  the  embargo,  wiibcuc adopting  anf 
other  Dwamire,  until  the  event  of  negoiiaiiini  had 
beta  tried,  Mr.  ^  said,  would,  first,  prevent  any 
ealliaion  with  itte  belligerents  which  might  tend 
to  cmbarras!)  negoiialiun  ;  and,  lecundly,  would 
give  an  oppoKDoilf  to  the  country  to  ascertain 
what  woold  be  the  practical  operati^a  of  these 
orders  and  decreet,  an  our  conin>ercei  and  give 
to  opportuaity  to  ibe  next  Congreii  to  shape  its 
tneasures  according  to  their  nclaal  effect.  If 
comnieree  did  not  luffer,  Ihe  knowledge  of  this 
fact  would  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  other 
meatnre,  and  peace  would  follow  of  course  ;  if, 
on  tbe  CDDlrary,  a  general  sweep  was  nude  of  all 
the  property  sfloat,  it  would  unite  ill  parties  in 
a  war.  Mr.  Q,  eonciuded  a  speech  of  two  hours 
in  length,  by  lameoiing  tbe  slate  of  the  countrr, 
and  iDToliiDg  the  spirit  which  "rides  the  whirl 
wind  and  directs  the  storm,"  lo  guide  the  nation 
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Mr,  NrCBOLAB  replied  to  the  (riMetvations  of 
Ut.  Qnittcron  the  subject  of  the  legal  opposition 
lothe  embargo  laws  in  Massachuseiis.  He  said, 
if  the  laws  of  the  nation  were  to  be  resirCed  in 
the  manner  in  which  he  lamented  to  say  that  he 
aaw  it  COD  tempi  I  ted  in  one  part  of  thecoramnni- 
ty,  it  became  the  duly  of  thti  Legiilaiure  to  meet 
i(;  it  was  not  compatible  with  their  duty  to 
■brink  from  it.  He  could  not  consent  that  thlr- 
letn  or  fourteen  Slates  should  submit  to  one.  As 
meD  vested  with  certain  powers  by  the  Consiitu- 
Ijon,  Congress  could  not  traosfcr  tbe  powers  to 
hny  Slate  Legislature,  r     ""  ""      '       ' 


n  to 


ngw 
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;,'  Mr.  N.  asked,  when  did  the  viohtli 
of  ourri^tt  commence  1  So  long  ago  that  the 
precise  time  could  not  be  fixed,  when  did  our 
coercive  measure*  commeneel  In  1806.  Mr. 
N.  noticed  Ibe  negotiator*  during  whose  Ministry 
abroad  these  injunea  had  commeneed,  and  con- 
tinued. Mr.  Kuig,  Mr,  Hoaroe,  and  Mr.  Pink- 
Dey.  all  honorable  men,  had  succesbively  repre- 
atnted  tbe  United  Slates  in  Great  Britain.  And 
could  anything  be  gathered  from  anythiog  they 
bad  ever  written  or  said,  to  induce  a  belief  th  it 
(his  Government  had  not  acted  with  sinceriivl 
There  was  the  most  conclusive  evidence  lo  the 
contrary.  Mr.  N.  said,  he  would  aik  noihing  of 
Oreat  Britain  or  France  that  would  tend  toaac- 
rifice  their  honor  ;  and  be  wislied,  when  ffenile- 
men  dwelt  so  much  on  the  regard  of  loreiga 
nations  for  their  national  character,  that  tbey 
would  respect  a  Utile  Ibe  characterof  our  own 
eonniry, 

Uf,  D.  R.  Williams  said,  he  bad  been  decid- 
edly ib  favor  of  issDrng  letters  of  marqae  and  re- 
prisal at  oncei  he  believed  it  would  have  cut  off 
all  that  fuDgns  matter  now  deteriorating  the  body 
politic— fur  the  people  of  New  England  were  as 
patriotic  as  any,  and  when  the  choice  «ai  between 


their  own  and  a  foreign  couiitiT,  tbey  would  cling 
to  their  own.  It  was  the  hotbed  politicians  who 
stirred  them  up;  and  it  was  neceuary  to  dosoroe- 
ihing  promptly  to  put  an  end  to  their  intrigues. 
Mr.  W,  disliked  the  non-intercourse  sysiem 
ihroughout.  If  be  could  not  get  war,  or  a  con- 
tinuanoe  of  the  embargo,  he  wished,  inasmuch ai 
Great  Briuin  and  France  had  eachinlerdicledni 
from  going  to  the  other,  to  declare  that  neither 
their  armed  nor  unarmed  ships  should  contami- 
nate our  waters.  Tbis  waa  a  system  which  re- 
quired no  exertion  of  patriotism  to  carry  into 
effect,  which  could  excite  no  animosities  between 
the  North  and  South.  In'  relation  to  the  aon-in- 
tercourse,  he  believed  thai  it  could  not  be  enfote- 
ed,  and  used  a  variety  of  arguments  In  shew  ibal 
it  could  not.  If  it  could  be  enforced,  he  believed 
it  would  be  prodigiously  partial.  If  the  embar- 
go waa  to  be  taken  off,  and  war  not  to  be  sub- 
stiiuied  ;  if  the  nation  was  to  submit,  be  wished 
to  do  il  profitably.  If  iha  embargo  were  niud 
as  to  a  single  spot,  it  was  raised  entirely  to  all 
effectual  purposes.  Then,  let  your  vessels  go, 
said  he,  without  let  or  hiadrance;  let  them  go 
and  be  burnt ;  your  mercbauis  will  then  feel  that 
the  embargo  was  a  shield  spread  over  them,  and 
will  come  back  to  your  protection,  like  the  prodi- 
gal son,  and  unite  iihe  brethren  io  tbe  eoratoon 
cause.  Mr,  Vf.  said,  b<8  plan  was  to  interdict  the 
entrance  of  our  ports  to  belligerent  eessels,  armed 
or  unarmed,  and  lay  a  lax  of  fifty  per  centum  on 
their  manufactures.  Oreat  Britain  must,  then, 
either  go  to  war  or  treat  with  ui.  Ifshe  was  in- 
clined to  go  to  war  in  preference  to  revoking  bet 
Orders  in  Council,  let  her  do  so.  But  be  waa 
inclined  to  believe  that  «he  would  treat.  If  she 
seized  our  vessels,  however,  the  effect  would  be 
ioevilaUe,  Division  atnenpt  us  would  be  done 
away,  all  would  unite  heart  and  bead  in  war. 
Mr.  W.  replied  to  a  number  of  the  observaiioDs 
of  Mr.  QjjiitCT,  particularly  in  relation  to  his  po- 
sition tliat  all  obnmetioas  onf^t  to  be  removed 
with  a  view  to  negotialiuo.  He  asked,  what  ae- 
eurity  bad  the  United  States,  if  they  did  all  ibU, 
if  they  submitted  tosuchabjeei  huniiliBtioa,tbat 
OreatBriiain  wouldtreftll  Wasitto  beeipect- 
ed  that  she  would  treat  more  liberally  with  ni, 
when  we  solicited  as  slavea,  than  she  would  while 
we  lOBgnanimously  contended  for  oar  rightsl 
The  gentleman  from  Masaachusetta,  when  repeat- 
ing bii  creed,  bad  forgotten  a  pa/i,  viz  :  '*  Unfurl 
the  banners  of  the  Repoblic  against  the  imperial 
atandard  I"  Tbi*  would  complete  a  project  he 
had  lately  seen  proposed  from  the  Giant ;  and,  u 
to  iis  appHeaiiou.  coiocidiog  with  the  irisbesovet 
the  water;  woula  be  just  such  a  pTOJeei  as  Ut. 
Canning  might  dictate.  "Revoke  yoijr  proch- 
mailon,  remove  the  cmbarKo,"  aad  *"  nafurl  tke 
republican  banners  against  ineiiape rial  standard.' 
Mr.  W.  eoDcluded  a  speech  of  an  hour  and  a  half 
ia  length,  with  giving  notiee  thatheahuuld  nova 
to  amend  the  bill,  when  the  preaent  motioa  was 
decided,  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  relaliag 
lo  non-iuteFCuurse,  and  iosertiag  a  provision  ia- 
terdicting  the  entraaoe  of  out  barbora  to  any  ves- 
sel of  Great  Britain  and  France,  bimI  imposing 
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AdditiojuU  DiOiei. 


■D  Bdditioiial  duty  od  all  goods  imported  ffom 
those  countries. 

When  Mr.  W.  eoacluiled,  the  Committee  roae, 
and  obiBined  leave  to  ait  aKain. 

Tbe  Senate's  amendmeDt  to  the  bill  making 
appropiiations  for  the  support  of  QoTtrorneoi 
during  4he  year  1609,  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  who  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  tbe  same,  and  it  was  ooncuired  in  by  the 

TBtssDAT,  February  16. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
:ion  of  the  Senate,  of  the  fif^eeulh  instant,  for 
:he  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  part, 
jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may  beappoimed 
ID  the  pari  of  this  House,  "  to  consider  whether 
my,  aoi],  if  any-,  what,  measures  ouj^ht  to  be 
adopted  for  the  further  accommodatioD  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  eom- 
neuciag  tbe  fourth  day  of  March  next,  to  report 
)y  bill,  or  otherwise;"  Wbereupon 

Paolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
'esoluiioQ  ;  and  that  Mr.  Babbett,  Mr.  Datid  R. 
IViLLiAus, Mr.  Daniel  Mohtoomert,  jun.,  Mr. 
BTraoEB,  and  Mr.  Vam-Aleb,  be  appointed  a 
lommittee  oo  tbe  part  of  this  House,  pursuant 
hereto. 

Mr.  Jerbmiah  Morrow,  from  the  committee 
ippoinled  on  the  fourteenth  of  December  last, 
resented  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  "Act  to  regu- 
ale  the  Ixying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cum- 
KrUnd  in  the  State  of  Maryland  to  the  Slate  of 
3bioi"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
I  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  imposhig  additional 
luiies  on  all  the  goods,  wares,  and  merohaDdiui, 
mporled  into  theUnitcd  States. 

The  bill  was  amended  Boas  to  take  effect  "from 
ind  after  tbe  passage  thereof," 

The  pTopositioa  ofiered  by  Mr.  ,D.  R.  Wil- 
,iA.M0  when  the  bill  was  before  under  ooaaidera- 
lon  was  withdrawn- 
Mr.  Cook  renewed  the  propollti6I^  vix:  to 
■.onfine  the  duties  to  he  increwied,.  to  goods  ii»- 
lotted  from  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  aad  the 
colonies  of  either ;  and  spoke  an  hour  and  a  h«lf 
n  support  of  his  motion,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
lon-iniereourse  lyslem.  He  was  tn  favor  of  dii- 
trimioatiog  duties,  because  he  wa»  opposed  to  tbe 
lOD'inlereourse,  which  he  considered  the  best 
neans  oF  depressing  our  uavigatiiig  interest  and 
idvancing  that  of  Britain  ;  because  the  produce 
if  the  United  States  would  be  carried  to  some 
ilace  of  dep6t  in  the  rioinity,  and  tbeace  be  car- 
ied  to  Europe  in  British  bottoms,  while  a  large 
iroportion  of  American  shippiog  would  he  inae- 
ire.  He  thought  that,  under  the  arming  system, 
re  could  thide  wiih  at  least  as  much  honor  and 
rith  much  mote  proSt  than  under  the  nan-ioter- 
ourse  system.  11*  contended  that  the  non-inier- 
ouTse  system  waa  precisely  calculated  to  destroy 
hat  moral  principle  which  ttad  heieiofore  ao 
10th  CoM.Sd  S«»S.— 46 


tem  of  restriction  was  partial,  operating  so  equal' 
ly  on  tbe  people  of  the  South,  that  no  indiridn- 
als  pariicularif  suEfeied  from  it,  while  in  the 
North  and  East  individuals  were  ruined  by  it, 
and  thus  a  general  distress  produced;  that  it 
would  be  tbe  most  dii>couraging  act  to  the  mer- 
cantile interest,  ever  passed  by  the  Qoveroment, 
for  it  would  throw  the  trade  in  all  the  produce 
kept  in  the  country  by  the  emluugo  into  foreign 
hands  at  the  expense  of  the  American  merchant ; 
that  the  system  coold  not  be  enforced  with  so  ex- 
tensive a  frontier  and  seacoast  as  we  possess; 
that  it  was  a  measure  calculated'  to  produce  irri- 
tation on  foreign  nations,  without  faaTinetbe  least 
coercive  effect;  that  it  was  a  political  suicide, 
without  the  consotation  of  company  in  it.  Mr. 
C.  WHS,  with  his  constitucnlS]  in  favor  of  further 
negotiation,  and  a  Qrm  assertion  of  our  rights, 
which,  if  refused  to  be  acknowledged,  be  would 
maititBiu.  It  was  high  time  to  abandon  Tisionary 
schemes  and  impracticable  projCts,  and  to  pass 
good,  plain,  common  sense  laws.  He  believed 
that  this  discrimination  of  duties  and  arming  out 
merchant  vessels  would  be  such  a  law.  He  spoke 
more  than  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  C.'a  motion  was  negatived  by  a  very  large 
majority.  The  Committee  tbea  rose,  and  report- 
ed tbe  bill. 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  severally  agreed  to  by  the  House; 
and,  on  the  question  (hat  the  bill  be  engrossed  foi 
a  third  reading,  Mr.  Liveruohe  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  There  were  for  it  85,  against  it 
S7,  as  fallows : 


Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jnn.,  Thamss  Blount,  John 
Boylo,  Robert  Bronn,  Wilbsm  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
Butler,  Soteph  Calhoun,  Georgo  W.  Campbell,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutti,  John  Daw- 
ion,  Josiah  Dfsne,  Joaeph  Deahs,  Daniel  M.  DureU, 
Jobs  W,  Kppea,  William  Pindley,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  FranUin,  James  M.  Gamett,  Tboioas  OholMHi. 
jr.,  Petataon  Ooodwyo,  Iniah  L.  Qrsen,  John  Haia- 
tM,  William  Heloa,  James  Holland,  Daiid  Holme*, 
Benben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilslay,  John  O.  Jaekaen, 
Richard  M.  Jabtiaon,  Waller  Joms,  Thorns*  Kenan, 
John  Lambert,  John  Lots,  Robert  Maritm,  Joaiah  Ma» 
tors,  WillUm  MeCreerr,  Daniel  Mantgomuj,  iOBi., 
John  Montgomery.Nicholas'R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, John  Monow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumfind,  Tbomaa  Mow- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilion  C.  Wicholaa,  John 
Portsr,  John  Pogh,  John  Rea  of  FenMyl»ania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tenaeases,  Jacob  Richarda,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Samuel  Riker,  I^muel  Sawjei,  Benjamin  Bay, 
Ebenraer  Healer,  Samuel  Shaw,  James  Sloan,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediab  E.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonlbard,  Richard  Stanford, 
Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Tejlor,  Jacob 
Thompmn,  Abram  Trijg,  GeorRe  M.  Tionp,  James  I. 
Van  Alen,  Daniel  C.  Vetplanti.  Jaese  Wharton.  Rob- 
ert Whitehilt,  Isaac  Wilbom,  Nathan  Wilson,  and 
Ricbaid  Winn. 

Niia— Eiekiel  Bacon,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard 
Cook,  John  Culpeper,  John  Divenport,  jnnior,  Jamee 
Elliot,  WiUiam  Ely,  Ffands  Gardner,  John  Uarna, 
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William  Mog«,  Richard  Jaduon,  BobeTt  Jenkin*, 
Janiei  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Kej,  Edward  St.  Loa  Li*ar- 
more,  Eilward  Llojd,  MaUhew  Ljoo,  Jonah  Quincj, 
John  Rutaell,  William  Btcdman,  Lewia  B.  BlargM, 
SamatI  1'iggart,  Benjamin  'I'allmadgc,  Jabez  Upham, 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Archibald  Van  Honi,  and  Kih 
Han  K.  Van  RanaHiUer. 

Ordered,  Thai  ibe  Eaid  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  thie  day. 

NON-INTERCOURSB. 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
miliee  of  the  Whole,  oq  the  bill  for  iaierdicting 
eomoiereial  iniercourse. 

Mr.  Milnob's  motion  for  ilriking  oal  the  first 
•eeiioo  being  uoJercoaiideraiion — 

Mr.  MicuoLtB  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
roIlow>: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  afaall  Dot  conceal  or  disgalse 
BIT  optDloo ;  it  tiaa  been  and  ocatiDuei  to  be,  ihat 
when  the  embargo  shall  cease,  war  will  be  the 
only  proper  and  honorable  ctiurse  fcnhiscouolry 
lo  pursue,  if  reparaiioo  shall  not  have  been  maJe 
for  the  injuries  we  have  received.  Under  this 
CODviciion,  1  proposed  a  resolution  limiting  ibe 
doratioa  of  toe  embargo,  and  authuriziog,  al 
tbe  same  time,  the  issuing  of  letters  of  marque 
aod  reprisal.  I  trust,  sir,?  shall  be  pardoned  for 
expressing  the  deep  regret  and  afilictioa  I  feel  for 
the  failure  of  a  measure  so  imppriant  in  mjr 

I'udgiaenl,  (o  the  best  ioterests  of  my  country, 
voted  for  the  embargo  as  a  precaatioDBTf  and 
as  a  coercive  measure.  In  its  first  character,  ils 
wisdom  musi  be  admitted  by  all.  Its  effects  as  a 
coercive  measure  would,  1  believe,  have  been 
equally  ceriaia,  if  the  misconduct  of  some  of  our 
own  people,  and  the  revolution  io  Spaio.  had  not 
impeded  its  aciioo.  Unless  we  were  determined 
to  peraevere  in  our  claims  fur  redress,  and  to  as' 
■ert  onr  riiihis,  the  embargo,  even  as  a  measure 
of  precaution,  was  unnecessary.  It  gave  no  pro- 
teciion  to  our  property  abroad,  it  gave  it  no  secur- 
ity on  its  nay  home,  it  only  preserved  it  after  its 
return.  When  tbe  iniuriee  of  which  we  complain 
were  inflicted,  our  choine  was  between  submis- 
■ton  and  resistance.  We  determined  to  resist, 
and  commenced  our  resistance  by  laying  an  em- 
bargo, with  the  hupelhat  it  might  of  itself  induce 
the  belligerents  lo  do  us  justice;  and  if  ibis  ex- 
pectation were  disappointed,  that  we  might  pre- 
pare for  war,  by  preserving  in  our  own  possession 
onr  essential  reeoorcef— men  and  money.  If  re- 
•tslance  was  not  our  determination,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  aay,  that  tbe  embatgu  was  uawiae  and 
nnnecessa-y.  If  we  intended  ultimately  to  aban- 
ion  our  rights  without  another  effurl,  we  should 
bave  suffered  less  both  ia  renulation  and  in  pro- 
perly, by  immediate  submission,  than  by  now  re- 
ceding from  the  ground  we  have  taken.  I  do 
Boi  believe  thai  a  single  supporter  of  [be  embargo 
looked  to  it  as  the  last  resort  of  ibis  conniry.  For 
iny>eir,  i  disclaim  the  impression,  and  declare 
Ihat  I  was  ready  to  abandon  it  for  war,  when  its 
primary  objecrs  should  he  attained,  and  its  co- 
ercive power  fairly  tested.  I  have  staled  that  I 
considered  the  leluro  of  our  citizens,  the  iecDtily 


of  our  property,  and  the  employment  oflitneia 
preparation  for  war,  as  the  great  and  more  ceruia 
effects  of  the  embargo.  All  these  advantages  we 
have  derived  from  it.  I  believe  it  is  time  la 
change  our  measures,  and  to  place  our  foiore  re- 
liance upon  Providence,  and  npoD  tbe  energies 
and  valor  of  our  citizens.  Upon  this  point,  how- 
ever, I  think  with  a  minority.  There  has  been  a 
vote  of  this  House  against  immediate  war.  Unda 
these  circumstances  what  ought  1  to  do?  I  must 
either  vote  against  every  expedient  which  faiis 
short  of  wbat  1  deem  the  most  proper  course,  or 
assent  lo  that  which  accords  most  with  wbat  I 
think  right.  If  it  were  my  individual  concern,  I 
should  certainly  rely  upon  my  own  judgment: 
but  when  everything  dear  to  my  country  is  at 
slake,  I  cannot  justify  to  mvself  a  (M^nioaeioas 
adherence  to  a  proposition  already  rejected  by  a 
great  majority,  which  would  hazard  the  Ion  of  a 
messure,  the  best,  in  my  opinion,  that  can  be  ob- 
tained. After  having  offered  what  [  thoogbtlbe 
best,  and  seen  it  rejected,  I  thiok  with  the  gentle- 
man from  aonth  Uarolina,  that  1  am  at  liberij^, 
and  ihat  it  is  my  duty,  to  unite  wiifi  others  to 
support  of  attainable  measures  which  appear  to 
me  to  be  conducive  to  tht!  interest  of  the  country. 
Tbe  bill  upon  your  table  appears  to  me  to  besactt 
a  measure.  It  mainiajns  our  attitude  towards 
the  bdligerenls  belter  than  any  measure  which  1 
have  heard  proposed,  aod  if  it  be  not  the  most 
effectual  lesistaoce,  at  least,  it  is  not  Eubminsion. 
It  continues  our  solemn  protest  against  their  vio- 
lations of  our  rights;  it  takes  new,  and  in  some 
re5pecl!>.  stronger  grounds  against  them.  It  ex* 
dudes  from  our  waters,  .ports,  and  harbors,  all 
their  vessels,  public  aod  private ;  ii  excludes  frooi 
our  country  all  their  products  aod  roaoufaeiures; 
and  forbids  our  citizens  to  debase  and  degrade 
their  country  by  a  cpmmercial  iotercoune  which 
would  stain  and  pollute  them  with  the  pajmeai 
of  an  ignominious  tribute  to  a  foreign  aalion.  It 
reserve*  the  great  qaestien  to  be  decided  far  the 
next  Congress,  which  will  be  informed  at  the 
wishes  of  the  American  people;  who  can  best 
determine  how  far  they  will  submit  to  have  itLctr 
rights  trampled  on,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
foreign  nations.  By  keeping  tbe  question  open 
for  their  discussion,  I  have  the  utmost  confideacc 


The  gentleman  from  Peaasylvania 

asked  yesterday,  why  not  repeal  the  embargo 
laws,  and  provide  for  the  enforcemeDi  of  ibis 
system  by  a  new  law  T  In  addition  to  the  reasoas 
I  bavB  staled,  I  will  mention  another,  which  has 
great  weight.  We  are  told  that  one  of  the  Siaies 
oflbis  Uoiou  la  about  to  pass  a  law,  imponng 
penalties  on  persons  employed  in  the  excctuioa 
of  those  laws,  within  that  Stale.  I  will  never 
consent,  under  these  circumstances,  to  adopt  aay 
measure  which  might  wear  the  aspect  of  yielding 
lo  a  threat  like  this.  No  man  laments  more  liti- 
cerely  than  I  do.  that  ibe  Legislature  of  any  State 
should  lake  sucb  a  step,  bul  I  think  it  of  the  al- 
most importance  thai  the  Ooveroroent  of  the 
United  Stales  should  maialain  its  authority,  aad 
ibal  it  ahould  be  ascettaincd  whclber  ita  meaa- 
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tires  may  at  anr  time  be  pmbarraHRpd  by  the  Le- 
gi^Btum  or  one  or  more  States,  or  its  laws  bd- 
nalleri  by  tbeir  autboriiy.  Such  could  not,  1 
believe,  have  beeo  tbe  impreisiou  either  of  the 
people  or  of  the  States  wbea  the  General. Got- 
erDtneot  «b)  formed  ;  Bad  if  this  conduot  be  per- 
severed ID  or  suUuitted  lo,  it  will,  in  effect,  super- 
sede the  Qoverumenl,  and  must  speedily  term  ioale 
ID  its  dissolution.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  wis- 
dom and  patriotism  of  the  Lfgialatare  qf  Massa- 
*htise(ts  will  not  permit  such  a  law  lobe  coacted. 
Oiberwise,  I  do  not  doubt  tbat  Ifae  people  at  the 
Spring  elections,  will  choose  men  solicilous  to 
heal,  by  every  mcana  withio  tbeir  power,  tbe 
wounds  inflicted  on  the  Constitution.  It  is  a 
painful  dutr  to  nolioe  tbis  suhjent.  I  bare  ever 
been  devoted  to  the  Uniou  of  the  States.  I  would 
cb«rtBh  and  support  it  at  every  hazard,  and  would 
saerifice  lo  its  preservation  everything  but  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  one  section,  in  corapliance 
to  the  wishes  of  another.  On  such  couditions  it 
would  be  vassalage,  not  union.  To  yield  in  the 
preseul  instance,  would  be  yielding  the  Govern- 
meotioa  tninoritf.  It  is  nut  practicable,  how- 
ever, to  act  upon  the  subject  during  ihe  present 
lersioD,  nor  ilo  I  wish  it.  I  have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  the  people  ofMaj^sachusetL",  and  have 
DO  doubt  but  thai  their  good  sense  will  apply  the 
proper  corrective,  If  they  do  not,  it  will  then  re- 
main fur'the  other  Slates,  after  giving  to  tbe  sub> 
jecl  ibesolemti  and  deliberate consideralioa  which 
It  merits,  10  decide  whether  they  have  a  Govern- 
ment or  not,  whether  it  is  compatible  with  their 
happioest  and  interests  to  preserve  a  Oovernment 
whose  acu  are  binding  on. (hem  only  who  are 
williog  to  obey  them;  whether'they  will  submit 
thai  the  public  officers  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  punished  for  the  faithful  perfnrhiancM  of  their 
duty. 

1  have  eonSned  mv  observatioos  withia  as  nar- 
row limits  as  pos.iible.  It'is  nut  now  necessary 
to  speak  of  our  injuries,  of  the  necessity  of  resist- 
ance, Dor  even  of  the  superior  advantages  uf  any 
particular  mode  of  resistance ;  for  it  is,  I  believe, 
a  very  prevalent  opinion  in  this  Huase,  as  well  as 
with  the  naiiuD,  that  we  have  already  deliberated 
eaoDgb,  and  that  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  act,  I 
will,  therefore,  very  briefly  notice  some  objections 
I  have  heard  lo  ibe  bill.  U  Is  urged  tbat  our 
producta  will  find  tbeir  way  to  Great  Britain  and 
Praaee,  but  eertainly  to  Great  Britain,  by  circu- 
itous routes,  and  that  we  shall  derive  leva  profit 
from  ihem  on  that  account,  than  if  a  direct  intei^ 
eouise  were  perraiued.  Thisc«nnot  bedenied, 
nor  is  there  a  man  who  would  not  prefer  a  free 
trade  with  tbe  whole  world,  if  it  could  be  enjoyed 
upon  equal  and  honorable  terms,  to  a  commerce 
•o  limited  and  shackled  as  ours  is  at  thia  time  by 
(be  belligereilt  edicts.  Tbe  question  is  nc^  how 
we  can  moat  advantageouslv  avail  ourselves  of  a 
momentary  commerce,  hut  now  we  can  assert  the 
national  sovereign  tVi  and  best  secure  the  permanent 
iniemts  of  the  United  States.  No  gpntlemsn,  1 
presumfc,  will  conlend  ibal  it  is  belCerTor  us  to  per- 
mit «  ^lisgraoeful  intercourse  with  any  nation, 
than  to  endure  ■  temporary  privation,  until  ve 


can  trade  on  fair  and  honorable  terms.  Oentle- 
men  cannot  delude  themselves  with  any  expecta- 
tion of  advantage  from  the  commerce  now  allow- 
ed to  us.  Tbe  two  most  valuable  products  of  thia 
country  must  ruin  and  beggar  (base  interested  in 
their  culture— I  mean  cotton  and  tobacco.  It  is 
well  knoil>o  that  the  qoantilv  of  tohacca  annually 
produced,  is  fully  equal  lo  tae  annual  consump- 
tion, and  that  vfe  have  now  two  crops  on  hand; 
while  the  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France  are 
continued,  it  would  be  folly  lo  cultivate  this 
plant,  and  it  is  more  or  less  true  of  every  other 
product  of  onr  sail.  If  we  were  at  war  with  these 
nations,  our  products  would  reach  them  through 
the  same  circuitous  channels  into  which  they 
will  be  forced  by  this  law,  but  eertainly  that  con- 
sideration would  not  be  deemed  a  good  argument 
for  permitting  direct  intercourse  with  our  enemies. 
As  t  ""■ 


mg  llteir 
ssible  that 


and  manufactures,  it  is  very  possible  that  we  may 
not  be  able  to  do  it  entirely,  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  shall  do  it  essentially.  The  great  avenus 
through  which  British  goods  can  he  most  easily 
smuggled  into  this  country  is  Canada,  and  that,  i 
doubt  not,  will  soon  be  elossd  if  the  edicts  be  not 
rescinded.  The  present  state  of  things  cannot 
longcontinne;  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
ii  ought  nor,  and  that  the  tieit  Congress  must 
either  atnndon  the  contest,  or  resort  to  mgre  ef- 
fectual means  for  tbe  maintenance  of  our  rights 
than  commercial  restrictions  and  prohibitions. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whose  elo- 
quence I  admire,  and  whose  patriotism  I  honor, 
speaks  of  this  measure  as  sunmission,  and  con- 
siders that  which  be  proposed  as  resistance — not 
indeed  as  the  measure  of  bis  choice,  but  as  the 
one  which  is  the  next  to  it  in  his  estimation,  ft 
must  be  obvious  to  the  House,  and  lam  sure  it 
wilt  be  equally  so  to  the  ^aiLeman  himself,  that 
if  his  system  would  be  resistance,  the  course  indi- 
cated by  tbe  bill  has  in  that  view  superior  merit. 
The  genilemaa  acknowledges  the  principal  ad- 
vantage of  his  plan  to  consist  ia  this,  tbat  it 
would  deprive  British  vessels  of  the  transport  of 
our  produce;  if  it  can  be  shown  that  this  object 
will  be  accomplished  more  eSiictually  by  th«  bill 
in  its  present  forTii  than  by  tbe  proposed  alteration, 
it  is  fair  to  expect  for  it  his  support.  If  his  plan 
were  adopted.  Great  Britain  would  regain  her  full 
share  of  the  transport  of  our  produce  by  augment- 
ing tbe  duiiea  in  favor  nf  her  own  bottoms  to  aa 
amount  that  would  be  an  indemnity  for  a  short 
voyage,  by  opening  the  port  of  Halifax,  and 
another  port  at  St.  Mary's,  to  our  vessels,  and  all 
that  would  then  remain  to  our  own  vessels  would 
beihe  profits  of  the  coasting  trade  from  our  harbors 
to  those  ports  ofdeposite.  If  I  believed  thisooursc 
the  most  honorable  and  effectual  mode  of  resist- 
ing, I  would  willingly  embrace  it ;  but.  sir,  1  can 
never  consent  loanf  planby  which  a  direct  com- 
mercial Intercourse  is  to  be  produced  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  while 
their  edicts  continue  in  force.  Nor  will  I  ever 
abandon  the  hope  and  belief  that  my  countrymen 
possess  the  m( 
arable  pride  a 
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barter  for  gold,  orfota  miserable  fragmeni  of  com' 
merce,  those  rigbii  whicb  vere  purchaKil  bjr  the 
Talor  and  tbe  blood  of  iheii  Others. 

ThequeaiioD  wa*  taken  on  sirikini;  oat  tbe  first 
■ectian  of  Uie  bill  sod  oegBt'Ted— yeas  24. 
'  The  House  proeeeded  ia  the  consideration  of  the 
bill.  Tbe  period  after  whicb  the  entrance  of  ret- 
■cU  should  be  prohibited  into  our  waters  beiag 
DDdet  coDsideratioa— 

Mr.  NicBOLia  named  iheSOth  of  Maf.  As  tbe 
Tesseis  coming  in  after  the  time  filed  on  were  to 
be  subject  to  condemDatioD,  he  thought  it  woulJ 
be  to  the  honor  of  the  nation  togi^e  reasonable  no> 
ticeofthe  regulation. 

Mr.  Lyon  named  the  first  of  Juiie,aabaiDgaftflr 
the  pext  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  FiBK  hoped  neither  dajf  would  be  agreed 
to.  He  waa  not  for  giving  to  finsland  any  longei 
notiee  of  our  regaiations  than  she  gare  of  the 
Orders  ia  Council,  y\i:  from  the  Uth  of  No- 
Tember  to  tbe  12ih  of  January.  He  ibsrefore 
named  the  20th  day  of  April. 

The  queslioo  on  the  first  day  of  June  was  neg- 
atived-~59  to  41. 

The  20th  of  May  was  agreed  lo— 80  to  24. 

Tbe  fourth  seciioQ  having  been  rtad  (prohib- 
iting the  importaticnof  French  or  British  goods,) 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLuaKS  moved  to  strike  it  out, 
and  insert  in  lieu  of  it  a  provision  for  impouoga 
disctiihiDaiiag  duly  of  SO  per  cent,  on  all  former 
duties,  on  goods,  &<;.,  imported  from  Great  Britain 
or  Franceor  ibecoloniFsoreiiher.  Mr.  W.made 
a  number  of  remarks  in  support  of  his  motion. 
His  moiioD  was  predicated  on  a  total  repeal  of 
Che  embargo.  He  said,  lo  his  extreme  roortifica- 
tion  (for  hehad  noteipecied  it)  behad  just  learned 
that  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  bad 
refused  to  execute  the  Ajanctions  of  ibe  President 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  tbe  United  States. 
If  the  embargo  could  not  b«  executed,  he  eon- 
tended  ibat  cerCRJaly  a  no n- intercourse  could  not. 

Mr.DANi  inquired  of  the  geallcman  from  Soulb 
Carolina  io  wbaipariicolar instance  iheOovernot 
orConnEciicut  had  refused  to  execute  lt(e  direo- 
lions  of  tbe  Fresidem  1 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  replied  that  behad  heard 
that  be  bad  refused  to  com  ply  with  tbe  letter  from 
the  Secreiriry  at  War,  written  in  conformity  with 
tbe  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
requesting  the  Ouvernorsof  the  States  to  appoint 
an  c^cer  to  superintend  the  miliiii,  who  waa  to 
be  called  upon  to  assist  in  the  exeruiioo  of  the 

refute.    

Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  inquired,  becanse  be 
wished  to  know,  whether  tb«  Ooveroor  bad  re- 
fused to  do  any  act  which  tbe  laws  or  Constitution 
of  the  United  Stales  gave  the  President  power  to 
require  of  him.  If  in  a  cbse  where  ncitber  the 
law  or  Constitution  authorized  it,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  applied  to  the  Governor 
as  a  geoileman  of  rank  or  authority  in  the  coun- 
try, requesting  him  to  do  any  act,  it  Was  certainly 
at  his  option  to  do  it  or  not,  as  he  ohose. 

The  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob, 
and  obtained  leaTe  tft  sit  again. 


ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  imposing  additional  dntiei 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported 
from  any  foreign  porl  or  place,  was  read  tbe  third 
time:  Whereupon,  the  question  was  slated  from 
the  Chair,  that  the  same  do  paatT 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Da  it  a,  Hacow,  Tax 
Hoart,  Lyoh,  Cook,  MiLnoa,  and  Sloan,  and 
supported  by  Measrs.  W.  Alston  sod  J.  Q.  Jaci- 
aoK.  It  was  pasted  by  yeaa  and  nay^— 67  to  26^ 
aa  follows : 


Blska,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle, 
WiHiam  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Omj, 
John  Clopton.  Josiah  Deaoe,  JoMph  DeAs,  DsjusI 
M.  Dnrtll.  Jebn  W.  Eiwes,  WilHsn  Fiodbj,  Jaaiet 
Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklin,  ThomaiGholson,  jr.,  fMenaa 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heisue,  Wilban 
Ualms,  Jamas  Holland,  David  Hrimes,  BcnjaBm  How- 
ard, John  Q.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Jobmimi,  Walter 
Jones,  WillUm  Kirkpatriek,  John  Luibnl,  Eofaol 
Marion,  Daniel  Honlswaerj,  jr.,  John  Montfomeij, 
Nicholas  R.  Moors,  Thomas  Moora,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gunton  8.  Mumfbrd,  Tbomsa  Nnrlon, 
Wilnn  C.  Nicholsi,  John  Porter,  John  Pack,  ioha 
Res  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesare,  Jacob 
Richards.  Matthias  Ricbaids,  Samuel  Riker,  Benjimm 
SsT,  Ebeneier  Sesier,  Ssmuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
Jed^iah  K.  Smith,  Sa^ael  Smith,  Heniy^  Souifaud, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompaon,  James  I.  Van  Alen, 
Daniel  G.  VerpUnck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whitv 
hill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Alexander  WiJbd,  Nathan  Wilson, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Niis— Euklel  Bacon,  Mntin  ClutteiiAea.Oicbnl 
Cook,  John  Cutpeper,  Samuel  W.  Daaa,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  James  Elbot,  Wjlliaa  Ely.  Barest  Qtir- 
denier,  Francis  Oardnnr,  Janea  M.  Gametl,  Joha 
Harris,  William  Hoge,  Richard  Jacknn,  Rabert  JsB- 
kini,  Edward  8L  Loe  Livemtore,  Matthew  Ljon,  Ka- 
fhaniel  Macon,  William  Milnor,  Joush  QDiuey,  Jotin 
Rnsaell,  Jarou  Sloan,  Rtchird  Stanford,  PhiUp  Van 
Cortlandt,  Arehibald  Van  Horn,  and  KiUian  IL.  Tan 


Reifdvti.  That  the  title  he,  "  An  »et  for  iio- 
poatng  additional  duties  upon  all  gDods^watca,and 
mercbandiae,  imported  from  any  foreigapott  n 
Pl««-"  

Fbibat,  February  17. 

Mr.  NswToif,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  «  bill  aupple- 


of  the  Whole  iD-morrotr. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hocw 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  authorizing  an  augmentation  of  the  msrine 
corps;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence (rf' 
this  House. 

NON-INTEBCOUBSE. 

The  House  aoa in  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  interdicting  com- 
mercial iniercourse. 

Mr.D.  R.  WiLUAMs'a  meiivaor  yesterday  be- 
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ingyei  noder  coiuid6rBtioD,Tiz;  to  tliike  out  the 
fourth  Beclioa  of  tbe  bill  and  iaieri  ia  )i«u  pf  it  a 
provisioQ  fur  iHying  a  discrioiiDatiii^  duty  of  50 
per  cent,  on  all  forcnei  duties  od  goods  imported 
from  Great  Brilaiu  aud  France- 
Mr.  LoTE  called  fat  a  diriBion  of  the  question, 
BO  Hs  to  lake  it  first  on  striking  out  the  lecliou. 

Mr.  Love  oETcred  a  Dumber  of  arguments  ii 
position  to  the  motioD  of  Mr.  Wiluams. 
wished  10  retaliate  the  belligerent  systems  as 
mnch  as  possiblcj  by  repealing  drawbacks  on 
goods  imparted  from  those  cotm tries;  foTBllhougb 
we  cannot  l^y  eipoTi  duties,  the  repeal  of  draw- 
backs would  have  ibe  same  opeiatioa.    As  a  per- 

ich  provision 

WiLLIAWS,  but  AS  a  SI]] 

he  could  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  Tatlor  neit  spoke  for  near  an  hour  in 
lappori  of  Mr.  Wii^liahs's  ameadment.  He  had 
been  decisively  in  favor  of  issuing  letters  of 
maique  and  reprisal  immediately  on  a  removal  of 
the  embargo.  HewaBtaially  opposed  to  Ibe  pres- 
ent bill.  TUe  House  had  been  charged  with  pass- 
ing too  many  supplementary  (embargo)  laws  for 
the  purpose  of  resisliog  foreign  aggression  ;  Ibis 
bill,  Mr.  T.  said,  might  be  coijsidered  "a  supple- 
mentary bill  for  carrying  iuio  effect  the  British 
n.j r* ;ii>_r.^r  it  gave  the  monopoly  of 


a-in(ereourse 


onr  commerce  to  the  British  nation, 
Dame  of  an  interdiction  of  all  commerce  wilb 
This bowever  could  not  belheobjeclof  iheami 
ment  nnder  consideratioa,  which  he  liked  bi 
than  Ibe  bill,  though  he'did  not  pledge  himself  to 
vote  for  either.  Mr.  T.  gave  notice,  in  the  conrsi 
of  hit  rpeech,  that  when  this  bill  came  into  thi 
House  (now  in  Cothmittee)  he  should  move  a  pro- 
position for  immediately  issuing  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  against  Great  Britain,  in  order  to 
enter  his  vote  ttt  least  in  fAvar  of  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  next  took  the  floor.  He  accordedper- 
fecily  with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Tat- 
LOB.  He  looked  at  the  bill  on  the  table  with  hu- 
miliation and  astonishment;  for  he  considered  it 
■s  involving  a  submission  to  the  belligerent  edicts. 
He  was  inTavor  of  a  further  continaance  of  the 
embargo,  at  least  until  June.  If  rbe  embargo  was 
repealed  he  was  for  war )  «nd  ia  that  war  he  had 
DO  idea  of  entering  into  a  triple  contest— an  idea 
which  he  treated  as  absurd.  He  was  for  choos- 
ing bis  eaemr,  and  fell  do  hesitation  in  saying, 
thai  he  shoulil  be  for  declaring  war  againsl  ihal 
enemy  whom  we  could  reach,  and  who  had  in- 
jured us  most.  He  ihotighl  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  ought  lo  hurl  from  their  seats  in 
this  House,  every  man  who  bad  origioHlly  voied 
for  the  embargo,  and  sboald  now  vote  for  a  re- 
moval of  it  without  any  efficient  substitute — and 
he  believed  Ihey  waulcl  do  it.  Although  opposed 
to  any  half-way  measure,  he  preferred  the  amend- 
ment under  consideration  to  Ibe  original  bill,  and 
(hould  iherefore  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  TRonpsiid,  ibat  the  sentiments  which  had 
fallen  from  the  two  geatiemen  last  up  were  in 
perfect  coincidence  with  his  own.  He  waswhollj' 
oppoaed  to  the  bill,  and  gave  reasons  for  that  op- 


position. He  commenied  upon  Mr.  Qdincv's 
projet  of  yesterday.  The  geoileman  really  ap- 
pears to  be  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  said 
Mr.  T.— an  excellent  modern  prophet.  Mbdera 
prophets  are  distinguished  from  the  ancients,  sir, 
ooly  as  being  iosirumenial  in  verifying  their  own 
predictions.  The  gentleman  told  you  some  time 
ago  that  you  could  not  stand  to  vour  embargo — I 
believe  be  went  so  far  ns  to  tay  inat  you  dare  not ; 
he  ihreatened  you  wiih  rebellion  if  jfou  did.  Well, 
sir,  it  seems  you  cannot  stand  to  ii.  When  hs 
was  last  up  (yesterday,)  he  gave  you  a,  priyet;  hit 
ityle  to  be  surewasnotso  imperious  as  it  usually 
s  ;  but  recollect  the  embellishment  of  ihe  "  blacK 
cloud"  and  the  "tempest"  which  accompanied  it, 
and  it  will  become  imperative.  If  he  talks  much 
more  about  his  "black  cIoud,"sir,Iam3fraid  you 
will  come  into  all  his  measures,  repeal  all  yoa 
have  done,  and  make  bumble  supplication  at  the 
rootstoot  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  for  peace.  In 
anmher  part  of  his  observations,  Mr.  T.  said. 
What  ia  your  situation  now,  strl  No  man  could 
say  it  with  more  regret  or  more  pain  than  myself, 
but  1  do  it  from  a  sense  of  bigb  and  iadispeosable 
duty — pressed  without  by  a  foreign  enemy,  and 
with  boldness  by  a  domestic  faciion  within,  per- 
haps  stimulated  by  the  gold  of  that  enemy,  Ihe 
great  Legislature  of  the  Union  is  yielding  to  the 
pressure  of  a  faction  andcounteractingeverything, 
even  the  interest  and  certainly  the  wishes  of  a 
great  majority  of  the  American  people — distract- 
ing the  public  mind  with  a  variety  of  propositions 
undigested  and  almost  without  object.  Mr.  T. 
condemned  the  proposed  non-intercourse  systeia 
as  submission,  wtlhout  even  money  in  return  for  it. 
Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  expressed  his  surprise 
thai  no  genilemanatiempied  to  defend  the  bill  or 
oppose  his  amendment,  which  he  supported.  Id 
point  of  revenue  his  amendment  would  secure 
some,  whilst  the  hill  as  i(  stood  would  destroy 
three-fourths  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Slate*, 
and  raise  'the  price  of  foreign  articles  to  the 
consumer,  without  a  possibility  of  carrying  it 
into  effect,  so  as  to  exclude  foreign  goods.  Al- 
though wholly  opposed  lo  anything  else  iban  war 
or  embargo,  believing  anytbii^  else  to  be  submis- 
sion, he  had  offered  bis  amendment  as  the  least  of 
ibe  iwo  evils ;  for  ha  believed  that  it  would  em- 
brace at  least  profitable  snbmissbn.  I  am  for  war, 
said  he,  the  people  south  of  the  Delaware  are. for 
war;  but  you  have  been  bumbled  into  an  ac> 
knowledgmenlof  the  truth  of  the  dectaraiion,  ibat 
you  cannot  be  kicked  into  a  war,  because  the 
Eastern  peO[de  will  not  follow  yoa. 

Mr.  W.  A  LHTON  observed,  that  he  tboi^ht  that 
the  amendment  under  consideration  proposed  a 
system  which  would  be  at  least  as  difficult  to  ex- 
ecute as  a  non-intercourse.  He  was  himself  in 
favor  of  a  continuation  of  the  embareO;  but  as  a 
majority  seemed  to  be  disDOsed  partially  to  repeat 
it,  he  was  willing  to  take  the  non-intercourse 
system  till  tbe  next  meetibg  of  Cougreis.  He' 
thought  it  probable  thai  Great  Britain  might  re' 
laliale  the  system  of  increasing  tbe  duties;  and 
that  it  would  be  better  at  once  lo  interdict  intet- 
'  couree. 
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Mr.  Love  replied,  (o  Mr.  William*. — He  cgn- 
■idered  ibe  Doo-inlercourte  as  bavjng  more  of  te- 
■istance  ia  it,  by  avoiding  aojr  connezIoD  wiib 
ihoie  naiioDt  whicb  had  injured  us,  ihan  the  pro- 
'poaiiioD  of  ihe  genileman  Troin  Soulb  Carolina. 
It  bad  been  objected  to  ihe  bill  lbs  til  was  Blbrcjit. 
Mr.  L  tbought  DO  laoguige  or  measure  could  be 
too  siroDg;  and  lie  had  no  objeeiioo  to  ibe  mea- 
eure  being  considered  ia  that  light.  He  had  been 
in  favor  of  war  nbeuever  the  embargo  iboulJ  be 
removed,  unless  our  injuries  were  redressed  )  but 
ss  a  inajority  was  not  lU  favor  of  that,  be  would 
take  ibe  nest  siroDsesl  measure  he  could  get. 

Messrs.  MiLitoa,LTON,  and  Cook,  al»:o  «poke 
in  favor  of  tbe  ameDdmeut  offered  bj  Mr.  Wil- 
uiue. 

Mr.  MiLHOR  suggested  the  repeal  of  the  Don- 
intercourse  act  aUo,  as  a  measure  inefficient  iti 
itself,  being  daily  evaded. 

The  question  was  then  takeu  on  strikiog  out 
the  fourth  section  in  order  to  insert  Mr.  David  R. 
Williams's  amendmenli  which  was  negatived, 
53 10  47. 

Some  further  progress  was  made  in  the  bill; 
when  the  Committee  rose  and  obtained  leave  to 
■il  again,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satcbdat,  February  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Marhaduke  Wil- 
liams, from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  look 
bis  seat  in  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suilib, 

Ordered,Thtt  nntil  the  end  of  tbe  present  ses- 
sion, the  daily  hourof  meeiingshallbe  (en  o'clock; 
and  should  a  quorum  not  appear,  the  names  of 
the  members  shall  be  called,  and  those  present 
noted  in  the  journal  of  each  day. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  BuihoriziDgan  augmentation  of  tbe  Marine 
Corps,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee' of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dasa,  from  tbe  commitiee  appointed  on 
the  twentieth  of  December  last,  presented  a  bill 
for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice  and  eommiiled  to  a  Com- 
mitiee of  [be  Whole  on  Tuesday  nexi. 

The  Speasbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Thomas  P.  Cope,  offering  to  the  aeceptaooe 
of  Congress,  In  behalf  of  ihe  American  Conven- 
tion for  promoting  the  aboliiion  of  slavery  and 
inproving  tbe  condition  of  the  Africans,  lately 
assembled  in  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia,  •  book,  en- 
titled "  CLaikson's  History  of  Slavery,"  which  is 
requested  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. The  said  letter  was  read;  whereupon,  a 
moiioD  was  made  by  Mr.MiLNOR,  that  the  House 
do  come  to  the  following  resolution  ; 

Raohtd,  That  ths  Speaker  be  reqaeated  to  aekaQtrl- 
•dge  the  receipt  sod  acceptaoce  of  "  Clarkson'i  Hirtory 
of  Slavery,"  presented  b;  Ihri  Americui  Convention 
fir  protnoting  ths  abolition  of  ■laven',  and  impioving 
(he  condition  of  the  Africani ;  and  ^at  the  saiil  work 
Im  depowlnl  in  the  Libraij. 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
tesolrad  in  the  affirmative — 64^0  16.   . 


NON-INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  t^\a  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  iuteTdiciing  com- 
mercial intercourse,  dtc. 
The  Chairman  proceeded  in  reading  the  bill. 
Tbe  twelfth  section  having  been  read,  whiek 
provides  for  a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  excepting 
as  relates  lo  Great  Britain  and  France— 
.  Mr.  Clopton  said:  Mr.  Chairmaa,  being  one 
of  those,  who  are  not  willing  to  exchange  tbe  em- 
bargo for  the  Bysiem  of  non-inlercout^e  now  pro- 
S>sed,  1  more  you  to  strike  out  this  section  of  the 
11.  In  makins  this  motion,  sir,Icannot  ny  that 
[entertain  much  hope  of  success,  although  indeed 

I  doviocerely  wish  that  the  motion  may  prevail. 

II  has  been  uniformly  my  opinion,  sir,  and  still  it, 
that  tbe  embargo  ought  to  he  adhered  to  until  a 
majority  of  tbe  great  body  of  the  people  of  ibe 
United  Stales  should  prefer  war  itself  to  a  longet 
eooiiouance  of  it,  I  cannot  perceive  any  middle 
course  between  those  two  alternativea,  WDLchcaa 
truly  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation  ;  and  shall 
this  nation  descend  from  that  ground  to  aay  de- 
gree of  submission,  either  openlr  or  coveriJy,  to 
any  nation  on  earth  t  Ood  forbid,  air.  Forbid 
it  everything  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  us  ta 
members  of  a  free  and  independent  nation  1 

It  has  been  frequently  suggested  ifaat  ihe  oi- 
lion  has  become  restless  under  the  embargo;  and 
some  gentlemen  have  spoken  as  if  ibey  thought 
that  the  people  were  generallr  anxious  for  a  re- 
moval  of  It  at  any  rate.  Sir,  ibat  is  by  no  means 
my  opinion.  I  haveooreaaooia  believe  thai  the 
people  of  this  country  in  general  would  prefer  a 
removal  of  it  without  some  efficient  substitute- 
that  they  would  prefer  a  removal  of  it  with  such  a 
suhatitute  as  (he  one  now  proposed.  On  the  con- 
trary, is  there  not  more  reason  to  believe  that  a 
large  majority  would  prefer  a  longer  continuance 
of  Ihe  embarso,  rather  than  such  a  substituie't 
ihat  they  would  prefer  this  measure  to  be  super- 
added to  the  embargo  7  I  think  it  is  mocb  more 
probable:  and  I  acknowledge  for  one.  sir,  thai  I 
should  rejoice  lo  see  such  a  course  taVen  at  this 
time— a  course,  which  intheeariy  part  of  the  te»- 
sion  1  fondly  expected  would  be  teien. 

The  same  argumeot.Mr,  Cbairman,  which  bis 
been  principally  utgetl  a^insia  coniianance  of 
the  embargo  system,  enure,  may  be  urged  more 
forciblyagainst  tbe  proposed  non-intercourse  sys- 
tem. I  mean  tbe  abuse*  or  evasions  of  it.  If  eia- 
sions  of  the  embargo  lawi  cannot  be  preTeoltd, 
much  less  can  erasions  of  the  noD-tntercourse  be 
prevented.  They  cannot,  sir,  and  1  apprehend  a 
great  many  may  ensue  immediately  after  much  of 
our  property  has  been  taken.  Sir,  if  we  go  to 
war — it  we  are  to  bring  on  a  war,  lei  us  not  do  it 
by  first  throwingauch  advantages  into  the  enemy's 
bands.  Let  it  commence  with  activity,  and  as 
much  advaniage  as  possible  on  our  uwn  udc, 
whenever  it  shall  commence.  Let  us  keep  oar 
properly  within  our  own  porin  Until  we  arc  ready 
logo  to  war. 

In  considering  this  subject,  Mr.  ChairiuaB,  I 
am  naturlUy  led  to  reflect  on  the  most  piomineDt 
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«s  showing  the  policy  of  in  coatiauasee  hereto- 
fore. 

LoDg  iDdeed  hu  our  couatrf  soujiht  the  estab- 
lishmeot  of  neutrality,  but  aaugbl  it  hoQOrably. 
The  great  and  promiaeoi  object  with  the  United 
Slates,  Bs  Id  tbeir  exterior  lelatioos,  always  has 
beeD  lo  maintaiD  peace — but  to  maintiiii  it  oonor- 
ably  aod  coosisieaily  with  the  rights  of  tbe  nation. 
Id  pursuit  of  ibis  object  Great  Britaia  will  receire 
tbe  principal  beueSt  of  tbe  trade,  not  nilhiitandiiig 
(he  probibiiions  of  this  bill.  If  Anericao  vessels 
are  permitted  to  so  out  at  all,  most  of  rtiem  wilt 
go,  if  DOttoBfltisn  pott9,tosoiQe  particular  porta, 
ai  has  been  obierred,  from  whence  Great  Britain 
will  fiaailr  leceive  tbeir  cargoes;  and  in  a  short 
lime,  perhaps,  upon  cheaper  terips  iban  ibey  could 
be  obtaioed  for  io  our  own  ports;  aad'ido  not 
know  wbat  is  to  secore  them  from  capture  when 
bound  to  other  pons,  if  they  fall  in  wiih  Briiiih 
ctuisers,  unless  indeed  they  should  go  into  Brit- 
ish potts,  pav  the  detestable  tribute  and  accept 
licenses;  and  tbe  law  will  be  abundantly  evaded 
hf  smuggliog  into  the  country  aniclea  of  Brit- 
ish maDufaeture — and  no  doubt,  mauy  of  French 
nuinu  fact  ore  too.  Besides,  sir,  tneconsequenceof 
this  measure  very  probably  will  be.  war  at  last, 
aod  at  DO  distant  period;  a  war,  too,  which  will 
commeace  under  great  disadvaatages  to  out  own 
country. 

In  this  situation  of  things,  Mr.  Chairman,  under 
this  accumnlatipD  of  injurleg,  the  measure  of  em- 
bargo was  resorted  to — a  measure  having  in  view 
B  counteraction  to  ihe  whole  system  of  aggres- 
sion carried  on  against  the  Unitra  Stales— a  mea- 
■ure  which  has  been  pursued  as  a  mean*  of  hriog- 
iog  about  a  reliDquJabment  of  Ibat  atrocious  sys- 
tem on  tbe  part  of  the  belligerents,  and  a  redress 
of  injuries  iaflicted  on  us,  together  with  the  pres- 
ervation of  peace.  This  measure  has  been  thoa  far 
pursue^  for  these ^reat  purposes;  and  it  has  been 
paiieDily  borne  with  to  this  day,  by  the  nation  al 
hrge,  Ihe  partial  discontents  which  hara  appeared 
in  some  particular  parts  of  the  country  only  ex- 
cepted. The  nation  at  large  baa  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced la  the  privalioos,  the  iaconveaiences^  Bad 
the  difficulties  incident  to  such  a  state  of  Ibinits. 
It  bas  exhibited  b  memorable  example  of  •elf-de- 
nial in  •ustainiog  this  situation,  wilb  a  view  to 
obtain  redress  ofwroogs  aod  recognition  of  its 
maritime  rights,  withoutaiacrificeof  peace.  With 
this  object,  fair  and  honorablenegoijatiin  basbeeo 
resorted  to  from  time  to  lime  for  a  series  of  years. 
By  tbis  meaaa  redress  of  wrongs  has  been  repeat- 
edly sought,  and  sought  in  vain.  Bv  this  means 
the  Government  of  tbeUnited  States  has  exercised 
itself  to  procure  relinquish meot  of  outrages  and 
Tiolation  of  our  neutral  rights  j  but  as  often  have 
all  its  efforts  proved  uoavailing.  No  wrong  re 
dressed— no  cessation  of  outrage  yet  appeared 
on  tbe  contrary  more-numerous  and  more  aggrar 
vated  ones  followed  in  quick  succeisiou,  A  long 
aeries  of  iniarious  act*,  the  ofispring  of  aew  and 
{if  possible)  more  atrocious  principles  than  what 


constiinted  the  pretended  gronnd  of  formsr  oni- 
tBges,were  pressed  with  accumulating  weight  itita 
the  train  of  former  outrages,  insomuch  thai  those 
which  followed  after,  taken  along  with  tbose 
which  had  preceded,  made  up  a  combined  sys- 
tem which  threatened  to  sweep  from  ihe  ocean 
almostevery  particle  of  canvass,  and  all  tbe  float- 
ing property  of  this  great  Republic. 

These,  sir.  are  the  objects  for  wbicli  this  mea- 
sure bas  been  thus  far  and  so  patiently  pursued. 
Great  and  momentous  objects,  and  worthy  of  a 
ffTeat  and  magnanimous  nation!  Why,  iheu, 
should  it  be  now  determined  at  all  events  to 
abandon  this  measurel  Why  should  i(  be  *o 
determined,  at  a  period  of  ail  others  must  propi- 
tious to  theembargo,  if  continued  and  executed— 
a  period,  of  all  others,  T  think,  best  calculated  to 
give  it  effect  by  this  House  manifesting  a  Srin' 
disposition  to  adhere  to  it?  For,  sir,  I  coiiiiider 
this  as  the  most  criti»l  period,  which  could  po»- 
sibly  arrive,  as  to  the  real  effect  of  the  embargo. 
I  consider  it  as  the  most  important  period,  at 
which  ihecondoRtof  this  Hoose  mignt  render 
that  measure  effectually  coercive,  if  it  ever  caa 
he  made  soat  all-— and  why,  sir,  do  I  tbink  so? 
Because,  in  the  first  place,  I  conceive  it  cannot 
even  be  a  questioo  whether  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  nut  calculated  on  the  discoDtenis,  whiek 
appeared  in  some  particular  parts  of  tbe  [TdIod, 
so  as  to  derive  at  least  some  expectation  there- 
from that  those  discontents  might  make  such 
impressioQ  on  Congren  as  to  induce  them  to  raiao 
tbe  embargo  in  the  course  of  tbissescion.  Those 
discontents,  no  doubt,  excited  grateful  expecta- 
lioni  of  its  removal.  It  is  perfectly  natural  to 
suppose  that  such  events  taking  plieeinany  jMrt 
of  tnis  country  must  have  produced  calculalioui 
oi  that  sort.  I  cannoi  but  believe,  sir,  Ibat  they 
have  looked  forward  to  the  period  of  this  session, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  to  mark  the  temper  of 
Congress  ia  relation  to  this  very  interesting  sub- 
ject ;  and,  as  they  must  have  presumed  that  Con- 
gress could  not  view  such  serious  events  with  in- 
difference, some  expectation  that  the  effect  might 
be  so  strong  as  to  induce  a  repeal  of  the  system 
could  scarcely  fait  to  be  the  conclusioo.  Such 
conclusion  was  to  be  expected,  even  if  tbe  extent 
ofdissatislkciion  had  beenfairly  reported  to  them — 
even  had  it  been  in  no  degree  misre presented. 
But,  sir,  there  area  thousand  chances  to  one  that 
the  reports,  which  conveyed  the  information  to 
that  country,  greatly  exaggerated  the  facts — that 
tbe  picture  was  drawn  in  much  stronger  colora 
than  were  consistent  with  the  real  truth — that 
the  instances  of  disconieot  werestated  not  only  to 
bare  been  deeper  in  their  nature  than  they  really 
were,  but  that  a  much  larger  number  of  persona 
bad  partaken  of  it  than  really  did— that  a  spirit 
of  disaffection  bad  spread  iuelf  far  and  wide.  Not 
ashadoff  of  doubt  rests  on  mymiDd,Blr,thaI,  intU 
respects  whatever,  tbe  unpleasant  occurrences  (a 
which  I  have  alluded,  were  greatly  magnified. 
With  ihese  circumstaoceB  others  have  oombioeil 
to  render  the  emh«rgo  inefficacious  as  yet,  or  at 
leftst  to  prevent  it  from  having  its  full  effect.  It 
is  to  be  reeolleeled,  sir,  that  very  aoon  after  tk* 
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liw  laying  an  embarKO  wai  pasted  tttoTtt  were 
nade  to  reoder  ii  Qupopulat  Bod  to  excite  diwai- 
isftciioD.  Diuaiitfaciions  ivcTe  not  only  excited ; 
but  many  anpTincipted  peraooi  found  meani  to 
•Tide  the  lawaDd  make  ezpartacioDt  contrary  to 
ita  prof iiiona.  Under  a  combiDBtion  of  eireuin- 
aiaocct,  tben,  to  eneoariging  to  tlie  taopea  of 
the  British  Gbrernment  as  tbosa  must  have 
appeared  to' them,  the  coDtloDanee  of  their  Or- 
ders in  Council  until  the  letnper  of  CoogreM, 
dating  iliis  sesaion,  conld  be  known  to  them, 
ia  not  much  lo  be  itoDdeTed  al.  The  bope  of  ul- 
timate auceesH  in  reDdering  oDr  commerce  tri- 
iMiiary  lo  them,  which  those  eircumslaneeii,  no 
doubt,  contributed  not  a  little  to  inspire,  with 
aueh  mOoTcnuiKBi,  was  of  itself  sufficient  ground 
lo  induce  a  contiDuance  of  thos«  orders.  Long 
ecperieace  of  British  policy,  which  the  [Tailed 
StAtea  hare  had,  ju)>lifiea  this  opinion.  Long 
experience  of  a  syitetDaticdesigain  IbatOoTern- 
meot  to  fhaekte  onr  commetee  and  sabject  it  lo 
tbeir  arbitrary  resiric  lions,  lea  res  no  room  to 
doubt  of  tlieii  diapositian  to  pursue  that  design 
mtil  the  coodnci  of  this  Qorern'ment  should  cod- 
rinee  iheis  of  its  total  ineffieacy  to  prodoce  the 
objcot  sought  for.  The  slightest  prospect  of  sue- 
oeeding  ia  tbeir  deiign,  howerer  detosire  that 
proaptct  might  be,  kcepa  up  tbeir  hopea  until  the 
delusion  rsnishea.  It  reroaini,  then,  for  the  Con- 
great  of  the  United  States,  al  thii  rery  interesimg 
crisis,  to  ditpel  tbal  deluaios  by  a  firm  adherence 
to  this  measDre,  and  thus  to  disperse  erery  gleam 
of  hope  which  may  hare  resulted  from  (be  cir- 
enmstaoees  of  discoateDt  which  had  appeared, 
and  the  eratioBt  of  Ibe  law  whieb  took  place  in 
tfaa  country.  At  this  truly  critical  period,  to 
wbicb  tbeir  anxious  attention  has  been  directed, 
tei  ibis  body  manifest  an  inflexible  perseverance, 
and  demoostnie  to  them  ibai  all  their  hopes, 
fonnded  on  those  or  any  other  circumscaoces.  are 
rain  indeed.  Let  it  b«  demonstrated  lo  them  that 
this  Ooremmcnt  cannot  only  resolre  upon,  and 
earry  into  effect,  measures  of  energy,  though  at- 
tended with  inconveniences  and  difficulties,  but 
diat  it  tan  pursue  such  measures  so  long  as  they 
^all  be  deemed  expedient  for  Ibe  object  in  riew. 
Let  every  declaration  and  erery  conception  eon- 
eeraing  the  American  character,  as  a  nation,  in 
mpeci  to  its  cherishing  an  overweening  atiacb- 
ment  to  gain,  so  as  to  be  willing  to  submit  to  in- 
dignities for  the  aakeof  ii,  becompleiply  falsified. 
Let  it  be  demonstrated,  beyond  a  possibility  of 
donbt,  that  there  exittt  not  in  the  great  body  of 
the  people  of  this  oouairr  any  lore  of  gain  com- 
parable to  tbe  love  of  real  nrtional  independenct 
and  freedom  ;  that  this  lore  of  national  independ- 
efflce  and  freedom  aoimaies  the  true  American 
(out  far  beyond  any  other  seniiment,  and  that,  io 
snpport  of  it,  the  greatest  sacrifices  of  interest  art 
eheerfully  acquiesced  in.  But,  air,  vhal  will  be 
the  inference  drawn  from  this  measure  proposlna 
»  repeal  of  the  emba^o,  as  it  does,  after  it  shall 
bare  been  adopted.  Will  it  not  justify  aster 
tiana,  that  thitOovemmcnt  has  not  stability  oi 
ftmneas  eaongh  to  carry  iota  effect  energetic 
•r  anch  at  check  (be  autrent  of  wealih 


for  any  considerable  time  from  flowing  into  the 
ceonirvl  Bueh  assertions,  or  a-isertions  to  that 
effect,  hare,  1  beliere,  been  frequently  made;  and 
they  have  been  of^en  repelled  by  words  as  slsa- 
derons  reproaches  on  the  Government.  Sir,  let 
us  not  take  from  them  the  demerit  of  being  slan- 
derous, by  affording  any  ground  for  the  jnsiifica- 
tion.  But  I  fear,  sir,  I  greally  fear,  that  a  repeal 
of  the  embargo  laws,  as  now  proposed,  will  go 
far  towards  justifying  such  assertions. 

This  measnre,  it  leems,  is  contempbtted  under 
a  belief  thAt  (he  embargo  cannot  operate  as  a  co- 
ercion on  the  belligerents,  because  they  hare  atn 
yet  leeeinded  tbeir  orders  or  decrees.  Sir,  I  sp- 
prehend  the  principal  reason  why  such  effect  hac 
nut  been  yet  produced,  at  least  as  lo  one  of  ihem, 
is,  that  it  has  not  yet  bad  time  enough  to  prodnce 
that  effect,  or,  at  least,  that  much  of  the  time 
which  baa  elapsed  since  the  embargo  vras  laid 
has  been  attended  with  circumstances  nnfavor- 
able  to  tbe  production  of  such  effect;  so  that,  al- 
thoogh  (he  pressore  of  the  embargo  night  have 
beeaerer  so  severe,  it  would  nererlheleas  hare 
been  borne  with  under  the  expectation  that  (he 
neasurC  would  soon  be  abandoned — nnder  the 
expectation  (hat  the  disconienis  wbich  hare  been 
nanifesied,  and  the  evasions  of  the  law  wbich 
have  taken  place,  would  induce  a  repeal  of  the 
system.  That  they  have  felt,  and  severely  (dt, 
its  pressure,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  room 
lo  doubt.  But  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the 
British  Government,  particularly,  would  feel 
much,  and  bear  much,  before  they  woold  rescind 
their  orders,  while  flattered  with  any  prospect  of 
a  remoreJ  of  the  pressure.  But  take  away  that 
prospect,  which  a  &rm  adherence  to,  and  a  strict 
execution  of,  the  measure  woold  do ;  and  then  the 
pressure  would  not  only  have  its  full  weight,  but 
would  iromediatelf  begin  lo  produce  the  desired 
effect.  Tbe  numerous  privations  produced,  and 
which  would  be  produced,  by  tbe  emlnrgo,  vould 
iheo  be  seriously  considered.  When  erery  groond 
of  expee(a(ion  that  this  GorernmeD(  conttm- 
plated  a  repeal  of  the  embargo  laws  at  any  defi* 
nite  period  should  b«  taken  away-)  they  wooU 
then  reflect  on  the  consequences ;  they  would  i^ 
cover  tbe  expediency  of  making  different  eticu- 
iMiOoa  from  those  which  they  had  before  made. 
They  would  not  tben  calculate  between  the  »Bp- 
position  of  vast  advantages  resuliing  to  (bem- 
selres  from  a  temeral  of  the  embargo,  together 
with  a  subjection  of  our  commerce  to  their  arbi- 
trary restrictions  on  (he  one  hand,  aud  on  (he 
other  band,  the  mere  temporary  nri rations  Id  be 
sustained  by  them  while  it  shoula  be  continued; 
because  there  would  then  be  no  {rround  for  such 
supposition.  Bnt  their  calculations  would  be 
founded  on  B  view  of  what,  most  Kkely,  woitld 
be  the  losses  accruing  to  them  from  a  conttnnel 
real  uon-inienjonrEe  with  this  country,  wbiek 
there  would  be  if  ihfs  section  of  the  bill  should 
be  stricken  out,  and  some  other  sections  of  it 
should  be  passed,  compared  with  the  benefits  tft 
be  derived  from  a  fre«  and  unrcEtrained  co(b- 
merce  wi(h  it.  The  question  of  inteivst  would 
ha  shifledj  aad  placed  upon,  dififersBt  gronnd 
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They  would  then  be  brought  lo  decide  whether 
Ikeir  interesi  would  be  promoted  in  B  greater  de- 
gree hj  having  no  trade  at  all  with  ibis  counirf . 
than  it  would  be  promoted  bf  a  free  atid  liberal 
Iraile  wiihoui  interruption  to  i(a  commercial 
rights  as  a  neutntl  nation.  Sir,  if  tbe  firmnesi, 
the  deeisioB,  and  perseveraoee  of  this  Houie,  were 
to  be  such  as  to  eonTince  Lhem  that  they  are  to 
choose  between  these  two  alternatives,  could  they 
hesitate  long  after  such  eoavietion  T  Cbuld  ihey 
hesitate  in  preferring  our  trade  and  TeliDfnithing 
their  inipositionsoa  it,  when  thus  convinced  that 
il  was  by  no  other  means  to  be  obtained  ?  Sir, 
does  not  erery  degree  of  probability  lie  on  this 
side  of  the  qiieatioD?  Really  I  cannot  perceive 
any  room  to  donbt  il.  What,  then,  ougat  we  td 
do,  but  to  persevere  in  this  measnre '?  Sir,  1  wish 
it  could  be  conlinned  some  time  longer.  Let  us 
rigidly  persevere  in  it  as  the  best  course  which 
tbe  Qovernmeot  can  yet  pursue;  and  let  ua  not 
doubt  of  its  ultimate  success. 

At  any  rate,  sir,  lei  the  embatgo  eoDiintie  as  it 
is, until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  iii  May; 
and  let  that  Congress  determitie  as  to  a  repeal  of 
it,  according  to  ine  then  existing  state  of  the  pub- 
lic, mind,  the  circumiitances  of  the  country,  and 
tbe  thea  conduct  of  the  belligerents.  By  that 
time  events  may  take  place  in  Europe,  which 
may  materially  influence  the  conduct  of  at  least 
one  of  them.  By  or  before  that  time,  the  fate  of 
Spain  very  probably  will  be  decided;  and  if  Bo- 
naparte should  have  succeeded  in  filing  his  bro- 
tberon  the  throne  of  that  Kingdom,  the  resources 
of  which  Great  Britain  wodldTw  deprived  *y  That 
eveat,  would  certainly  affect  her  in  a  considerable 
degree;  and  tuch  privations  would,  doubtlesj, 
have  a  cortespondeot  influence  on  her  conduct. 

In  support  of  the  position  which  has  been  ad' 
ranced,  that  the  embargo  cannot  coerce  Qreat 
Britain,  it  seems  to  be  apprehended  thai  sufficient 
resources  from  other  quarters  would  be  drawn 
in  to  her  aid;  that  the  supplies  which-  she  had 
heretofore  derived  from  this  country,  would  be 
obtained  from  other  countries ;  and  thus  (he  effect 
of  the  embargo,  as  to  ber,  would  be  defeated. 

Sir,  irgenilemen  will  recur  to  the  orders  of  Ibi 
British  King,  to  the  commanders  of  hfs  ships  of 
war  and  privateers,  directing  them  not  to  "  inter- 
'  rupt  any  neutral  vessel  laden  with  lumber  and 
'provisions,  and  going  to  any  of  his  coloni 
'  islands,  or  settlements,  in  the  West  Indies 
'  South  Amcrica.towhomsoevertheproperiymay 
'  appear  to  belong,  and  notwithstanding  such  ves- 
'sefmay-not  have  regular  clearances  and  doc  u- 
'  meols  on  board,"  I  think,  air,  they  will  perceive 
tinqueati enable  evidence  that,  so  early  as  April, 
1S(^  when  ihose  orders  were  issued,  they  must 
have  fett  the  want  of  our  trade  in  provisions  and 
lumber  to  those  places ;  and  had  it  nor  been  for 
the  discontents  which,  soon  after  that  lime,  be- 
come known  to  them,  and  (he  scandalous  evasions 
of  the  law  which  look  place,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
ihat,  before  this  time,  the  Orders  in  Council 
would  have  been  revoked ;  had  the  law  not  been 
so  much  defeated  in  its  operation  by  worthless 
unprincipled  men,  who,  t^iardleM  of  all  the 


cred  lies  of  duly  to  their  country,  seized  the  mo- 
ment of  rapid  progression  to  wealth,  accepted 
the  infamous  royal  invitation  to  violate  the  solemn 
laws  of  their  country,  and,  under  the  shameful 
protection  thus  held  out,  conveyed  to  them  such 
supplies  B.S  not  only  enabled  them  Id  hold  out 
longer,  bol  encouraged  them  to  hope  that  tbe  sys- 
tem would  soon  be  abandoned  altogether  as  im- 
practicable, and  an  export  trade  allowed  from 
Ibis  country,  under  the  restrictions  which  (hey 
had  imposed  on  it. 

There  is  anotber  circumstance  of  recent  date 
which  I  would  alio  notice.  What,  sir,  are  we  to 
think  of  the  late  famous,  or  rather  infamous,  lei- 
if  Mr.  Canning,  misrepresenting  Mr.  Pink- 
ney's  eommunicatinn  to  him,  relative  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  President,  to  suspend  (he  operation  of 
the  embarf^o  as  to  British  ports,  on  that  Govero- 
meni  rescinding  iis  Orders  in  Councin  For 
what  purpose  could  thai  letter  have  been  written 
and  published,  as  it  was,  unaccompanied  with 
Mr.  Pinkney's  answer,  iii  the  very  section  of  ihe 
country  where  discontent  most  prevailed?  Was 
it  not  intended  to  inflame  that  disconten^  and 
increase  ihe  clamors  against  the  embargo  T  In- 
deed, sir,  I  must  believe  that  »ucli  was  the  de- 
sign, as  well  as  to  foment  disaffection  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  so.  what  could  have  been  the  in- 
ducement to  it,  but  a  strong  desire  in  the  British 
Qovernmeot  that  the  embargo  should  be  removed? 
And  what  could  produce  such  desire  but  its 
pressure? 

This  circumstance,  sir,  and  the  orders  of  the 
King,  eneouragin?  Americans  to  violate  the  em- 
bargo laws,  are  hoib,  to  my  mind,  irrefragable 
evidence  of  that  pressure,  which  evidence  has 
been  frequently  corroborated  by  subsequent  in- 
formation;  and,  whatever  may  have  been  said 
to  the  contrary,  or  whatever  may  be  conceived  to 
the  contrary,  the  embargo,  if  continued  and  en- 
forced, must  be  very  distressing  to  Great  Britain. 
Withhold  from  her  supplies  of  raw  materials  for 
hermanufactnrea,  particularly  cotton,  naval  stores, 
timber,  and  other  materials  suitable  for  naval  pur- 
poses; and  from  their  West  India  possessioni, 
withhold  supplies  of  provisions  and  lumber,  and 
I  Cannot  conceive  how  she  could  sustain  such 
privations  much  longer.  The  French  depen- 
dencies in  (he  West  Indies  would  also  be  greatlv 
distressed  for  want  of  supplies  of  provisions,  and, 
therefore,  a  contiouance  and  eoforcement  of  the 
embargo  would  be  severely  felt  there. 

But  tbe  greatest  objection  to  a  coatinoaoce  of 
the  embargo,  seems  to  arise  from  apprehensions 
tbal  it  canuDl  be  eoforced.  Sir,  ihe  avasioni 
which  took  place  previous  to  the  last  act  passed 
on  the  sobjeci,  were  supposed  to  have  proceeded 
from  defects  in  the  laws  passed  at  the  former 
session  of  Congress.  But,  is  nothing  to  be  ex- 
pected from  that  last  act  7  It  has  been  in  exist- 
ence but  liiile  more  than  B  month,  and  has  not 
bad  time  enoug'h  yet  to  operate  in  any  material 
degree.  It  is  presumable  that,  if  continued  ia 
force,  it  will  be  more  efficacious  than  the  former 

'  But,  sir,  is  there  no  such  thing  as  patriotism  id 
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(hose  parts  of  tlie  couDtry  where  erasioDS  of  ihe 
law  have  tibeo  place?  Haa  ibat sacred  prlaciple 
fled  away  eDtirely  from  ibose  plaeraT  I  canoot 
believe  it,  sir;  I  caoooi,  indeed.  1  eaanoi  eban- 
doQ  ihe  idea  of  pairioiism  id  those  parts  of  the 
coualry.  I  canDut  abaodoo  the  hope  that  there 
ii  yet  patriotism  enough  to  carry  the  laws  into 
effect.  Nor  can  I,  for  one,  sir,  cooseol  lo  aban- 
don the  ground  solemoly  takeo  by  the  Govern- 
nenl,  merely  to  appease  the  clamors,  or  to  gratify 
the  avarice  of  a  set  of  iodividuals,  nbose  nuiAbers 
c&D  bear  but  a  Very  small  proportioo  to  the  com- 
munity  at  large. 

I  have  made  these  observe  lions,  Mr.  Chajrinao, 
aaderao  impression,  that  U  was  my  dul)>  to  do 
■o,  at  this  very  critical  and  momentous  period, 
on  a  subject  of  such  vast  ma^aiiude  as  the  one 
now  under  coDsideration.  Believing,  as  1  do, 
mast  sincerely,  that  the  proper  course  still  to  be 

EUTSoed.  is  (he  ooe  I  have  advocated,  I  should 
ive  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  that  duty, 
had  I  refrained  trom  expressing  to  the  Commit- 
tee the  sentimeuta  I  have  expressed.  Sir,  it  is 
Dot  an  opiuioo  of  the  preseot  moment,  or  one 
which  has  arisen  from  aiiy  late  occurrence.  It  is 
■n  opiaion  which  1  brought  with  me  wheo  I  came 
to  this  place,  and  I  Jiave  uoiformty  retaioed  the 
■ame  opinion  lo  this  day. 
Much  has  been  said  concerning  the  last  act 

fiassed  for  enforcing  the  embargo.  It  has  been 
requenily  dtuouoced  as  tincoaatitutional.  Sir, 
that  act  was  passed  by  a  very  large  majority; 
and,  for  one  amoQBst  those  who  voted  for  it,  I 
can  truly  say,  that  1  never  should  havesiven  my 
Tote  for  it,  if  I  had  not  believed  it  to  be  within 
the  lesitimate  powers,  the  Coast itutional  BUlbori- 
ly  of  CoDgress  to  pass  it.  I  am  far  from  believ- 
ing that  it  merita  the  denunciations  which  have 
been  lavished  on  it.  I  consider  it  as  strictly 
within  the  limits  of  the  powers  rested  by  the 
Constitution  in  this  body.  If  1  had,  at  any  period 
since  the  passage  of  the  act,  beeit  convinced  that 
I  had  been  in  error,  and  that  the  passage  of  it 
was  not  authorized  by  th^  Constitution,  I  should 
freelv  and  candidly  acknowledge  it.  It  never  was 
my  disposition,  sir,  to  resort  to  rigorous  measures 
io  any  cases  wbere  the  objects  of  tbem  were  at- 
tainable without  sach.  I  truly  lamented,  and  do 
lament  the  occasion  which  produced  that  act; 
but  I  considered  it  to  be  of  vaat  importance,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  prevent  evasions  of  the  embargo 

This  is  a  period  of  our  political  existence,  Mr. 
Chairman,  whichrenders  firmness  io  the  Coun- 
cils of  the  Nation  peculiarly  requisite.  The  cri- 
sis is  vastly  momentous  and  trying,  and  attended 
with  circumstances,  both  from  within  and  from 
without,  which  strongly  call  for  decision  in  the 
Legislature.  The  existence  of  the  Government 
•ecms  almost  to  depend  opon  tbeir  firmness  and 
decision.  Whilst  the  members  of  this  body  re- 
spect the  rights  of  individuals,  lei  (hem  coniider 
toe  conseqneuce  of  being  driven  from  a  measure 
of  great  importance  by  the  conduct  of  a  small 
part  of  the  community.  It  is  the  duty  of  each 
part  equally  to  respect  and  obef  the  laws;  aod 


if  apprehension  of  the  conseqaeDce  of  a  raetion, 
clamoring  against  the  acii  of  the  Gove^nI■len^ 
shoald  deter  it  from  pursoing  its  coom,  aach 
would  be  an  alarming  manifeslatiou  of  its  weak- 
ness. Sir,  I  frar  for  the  GoveromeDt,  almost  to 
trembling,  I  feel  emoiioos  which  1  cannot  el- 
preiiB.  It  is  at  a  point  of  awful  trial  and  mpoa- 
sibility.  The  system,  which,  it  appears,  is  aboot 
to  be  abandoned,  will  be  exchanged  for  a  miser- 
able one,  which,  on  our  return  to  our  home:^  will 
not  draw  on  us  many  smiles. 

The  motion  uf  Mr.  Cloftom  was  negatirei^ 
59  to  35. 

Mr.  MiLKOR  moved  10  amend  the  same  seetioi 
so  as  to  strike  out  the  except 
repeal  of  the  emt>argo  total. 

Mr.  Varnoh  supported  this  motion.  Jf  ibe 
non-intercourse  system  wss  to  prevail,  be  ihoogbl 
it  made  much  more  intelligible  to  ilie  reveooe 
officers  by  repealing  the  emt»rgo  laws, and eaacl- 
ing  the  non-intercourse  as  a  new  system  thioogh- 
out.  He  spoke  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  iht  em- 
bargo laws,  slating  the  evasjoiM  which  had  taken 
place,  and  that  these  evatiioQs  had  not  beea  eoa- 
fined  to  anv  particular  Kection  of  the  Union.  He 
observed  that  a  partial  repeal  of  tbe  embargo 
would  destroy  alt  the  coercive  efiects  of  the  mna- 
ure,  inasmuch  as  produce  wonld  be  let  oat,  and 
would  find  its  way  to  every  quarter  of  the  world. 
Mr.  V.  observed  that  were  the  amendment  agreed 
to,  he  should  be  ready  to  go  wiih  gentleoieB  ia 
any  other  practicable  measure  which  they  woald 
select  (or  maintaining  our  rights. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Milnob  was  nqalivcd,  51 
to  53. 

The  question  having  been  put  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise  and  report  tHe  bill- 
Mr-  GABngKiBR  rose  in  opposition  to  IL  He 
lamented  the  situatiou  of  the  country,  which  be 
depicted  as  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  If  the  meas- 
ures now  contemplated,  and  apparently  about  to 
be  adopted,  were  persisted  in.  Ihe  coaotry  mitsl 
be  utt<^rly  ruined.  He  conceived  that  the  meas- 
ures of  interdiction  coold  not  operate  on  France, 
unless  lo  make  her  rejoice.  There  i^  therefore, 
said  he  io  the  introductioa  of  the  words  "and 
France"  into  our  resolutions  and  statutes,  a  crad 
and  solemn  mockery;  for  my  abhorrence  of  which, 
I  can  God  no  eipiession.  Words  might  diigoise 
the  substance,  but  it  was  right  to  rise  saperiar  10 
them  when  it  ivas  ascertained  that  the  effect  of  the 
system  was  to  support  Bonaparte  in  that  sysiea 
of  commercial  warfare  by  which  alone  he  cooU 
ever  hope  to  destroy  England,  who  was,  at  Ihii 
moment,  the  only  barrier  between  him  and  the 
dominion  of  ibe  whole  earth.  Mr.  G.  said  thai 
the  great  capse  of  complaint  now  against  Eng- 
land was  ibe  Orders  in  CounciL  He  thonght  it 
uoforiunaate  that  soch  was  the  irritation  in  thii 
House  on  the  subject,  that  they  had  never  receiv- 
ed that  serious  consideration  to  which  they  were 
entitled.  He  entered  into  an  examination  of  ibe 
Orders  in  Council,  which  he  believed,  and  went 
into  ao  argumeot  to  prove,  that  Great  Britain  bsd 
the  right  to  issue.  He  cooleoded  thai,  during  lbs 
existence  of  the  Berlin  decree,  the  Uniied  States 
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could  not,  with  hoooT,  bnre  tradfd  to  France, 
and  rhui,  tbal  the  Orders  in  Council  only  de- 
clared that  the  United  Slates  sbould  not  do  that 
which  they  could  not  do,  becauac  they  could  not 
hoDorably  do  it.  He  did  qot  lay  that  the  orders 
were  lawful,  or  that  they  were  oiit  inriingemeDis 
of  our  rights  aa  a  neutral  nalioo,  as  it  might  of- 
fend the  prejudicea  of  the  Houae.  But  I  may  be 
perromed  to  aay,  obaerTed  he,  that  if  they  were 
unlawful,  I  hare  proTed  that  Ibey  are  not  hurt- 


ful f  that  the  British  Orders  in  CouDcil  only  iDp- 
plied  to  that  which  our  sense  of  honor  would 
lead  Uf  to  do,  their  sanction. 


In  regard  to  the  subjecl  of  tribute,  Mr.  Q.  said 
that  preriouB  to  ibe  British  Orders,  we  could  oot 
trade,  honorably,  to  France;  and,  therefore,  this 
paying  tribute  for  going  to  a  place  where  we 
could  not  go  was  merely  iJesL  If  you  ba»e  got 
to  that  piicb,  said  be,  that  after  sach  a  decree  you 
could  trade  to  France,  ii  would  be  a  disgrace,  and 
yoti  could  not  be  more  disgraced  by  touching  at 
a  British  port  lo  coBiinence  it.  I  ihiolc  it  per- 
fectly fair  IB  Oreai  Britain  that,  if  you  were  de- 
termihed  to  disgrace  yourselves,  she  should  saj 
you  should  first  toucfa  at  that  island.  Mr.  Q. 
a««in  dwelt  at  great  length  on  the  power  of  the 
QalUc  Emperor,  and  insinuated  that  this  bill 
irould  meet  his  wishes.  He  wished  lo  know 
why,  io  this  House,  there  were  no  expressions  of 
ibborreoce  of  thai  Power  which  had  destroyed 
all  the  Mliona  of  the  earth.  Although  I  do  not 
believe  in  French  influence^  said  he,  yet  tbere  is, 
io  this  House,  an  animosity  to,  and  hatred  of 
Great  Britain,  that  makes  us  go. into  French 
measures  by  repulsion  as  eSectually  as  it  could 
do  by  aitractioo.  Consideriirg  Qreat  Britain  as 
the  only  barrier  between  ua  and  unirersal  domin- 
ion, he  asked  gentlemen  whether  it  would  not  be 
f;ood  policy — eoosidering  igo,  Ihat  we  bad  Tery 
tttle,  if  any,  cause  of  quarrel  with  Great  Brit- 
ain— to  preserTe  the  barrier  as  it  was,  instead  of 
attempting  to  wealten  or  destroy  it,  end  orer- 
wbelm  ourselres  io  iis  ruin  1  Mr.  Q.  next  turned 
his  attention  to  the  bill  before  the  House,  which 
be  eoDceired  to  be  a  weak  and  imbecile  measure. 
He  said  that  it  sarored  otore  of  an  expedient  to 
serve  appearances,  to  keep  the  public  on  tip-toe, 
than  tp  aubaerre  the  esseniiai  interests  of  the 


Mr.  Vabhdh  replied  toaomeof  the obser rations 
of  Mr.  OaaDHNiBIt,  whose  sentiments  and  prem- 
ises be  believed  to  be  erroneous,  and  therefore, 
his  conclusions  were  incorrect.  He  spoke  of  the 
TBrious  prDclamalions  of  blockade  bj  Great  Brit- 
ain, preceding  the  Berlin  decree,  which  were  at 
least  as  good  ground  for  retaliation  by  France,  as 
the  French  decree  wrs  for  reuliaiion  by  Great 
Briuin.  As  to  baring  no  cauK  of  quarrel  against 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  V.  expressed  his  astonishment 
at  hearing  suib  sentiments  BTowed  by  any  gen- 
ileigao  on  ihiB  floor, and  protested  against  it.  He 
beliered  it  to-be  the  determination  of  the  Oopero- 
ments  of  Europe  (o  press  us,  until  we  should  yet 
be  compelled  to  take  the  last  resort,  howerer  de- 
sirous we  might  be  to  BToid  it. 

Mr.  fioBWBLL  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  GaI' 


DBKiBB  to  R  speech  which  he  made  ■  few  week* 
ago,  io  which  be  expressly  admitted  that  the  Or- 
di^rs  io  Council  were  not  intended  to  retaliate  oa 
France,  but,  under  cover  of  such   retaliation,  to 
retaliate  on  the  Untied  Stales  for  the  non-impotia- 
tion  law.    He  suggested  lohim  thai  there  was  an 
evident  iocooslstency  in  his  remarks  at  the  two 
'iffereot  tioies.    Mr.  B.  entered  at  some  length 
ilo  a  view  of  the  orders  and  decrees  io  reply  to 
Mr.  G«anGi«iEfi.    He  regretted  to  hear  in  the  de- 
bates of  the  House  so  much  of  foreign  counirJM 
d  so  little  of  our  own.     If  there  was  anything 
the  world  that  could  give  him  sincere  pleasure, 
it  would  be  the  union  of  all  parties  in  the  great 
work  of  resistance  to  foreign  oppression  j  that  all 
should  be  Amerieao  <u  language  and  sentiment 
well  as  in  name.    Divided  as  the  nation  now 
IS,  it  was  as  feeble  as  if  there  was  not  a  man  in 
the  country.    As  loug  as  they  legislated  on  auspi* 
~*in  of  one  another  it  was  impossible  they  should 
oiper.    Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  bill  now  under 
nsideration  was  not  palatable  lo  him,  though 
be  liked  it  better  than  any  of  the  amendmeBia 
which  had  been  offered. 
,Mr.  Mabtbbb  commenied  with  same  severity 
1  the  obserraiions  of  Mr.  Gjliidbhieb.    He  re- 
buked  him  for  his  defence  of  the  British  Orders'  in 
Council,  which  he  had  never  expected  to  have 
heard  attempted  to  be  justified  on  the  floor  of 
Congress.    Mr.  M.  was  not  partial  to  ihe  bill. 

The  Comroillee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  j 
lod  the  House  adjourited  without  considering 
the  report. 


Mokdjly,  February  20. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
marce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  re- 
move the  office  of  collector  from  Tappahannock 
to  Frederioksbuif,  and  to  make  T,<ppahsnnock  a 
pott  of  delivery,  and,  also',  to  abolish  the  officea 
of  surveyor  at  Fredericksburg,  io  Virginia,  and 
at  St.  Mary's,  in  Maryland;  and  to  esublish  a 
light-house  at  ibe  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment* reported  on  Saturday  last  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  interdict  the 
commerciBl  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  the 
same  being  twice  read  at  Ibe  ClerK's  table,  were, 
on  Ibe  question  severally  put  there  upon,  agreed 
to  by  the  Houae. 

Ordered,  Thnt  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
menta,  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners. The  bill  was  reported  with  several 
amendments  thereto;  which  were  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Ely,  ihe  Honsc  pro- 
ceeded to  reconsider  the  first  amendment  report- 
ed from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  said 
bill,  and  the  same  being  amended,  was,  on  tlu 
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qacHtioii  put  thereupon,  agreed  lo  by  the  House. 

The  bitl.wts  ibeu  runherameDded  at  ihe  Clerk's  I .. 

table,  tod,  together  with  the  ameDdrnenti,  order-  [  veil  undertake  parti^lljr  to  pall  the  Hooie  orer 

ed  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  lo- j  *"      '     "     '"""  *" '  —    — ' 

morrow. 

A  mesnge  from  the  Senate  iDformed  the  Hot 
that  the  Seoaie  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
•el  supplementary  to  ibe  acl,  entiiled  'An  act  for 
the  better  gOTernment  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  coacurteDce  of   < 
Ibis  House. 


NON-INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit 

tn  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  iaterdiniDg  com- 


isl  iaiercon 


»,  &«. 


Mr.  MiBTBaa  proposed  a  new  aeetioa  to  the 
hill,  deoiarinK  that  the  bill  shall  be  in  force  tilt 
the  end  of  t£e  next  session  of  CoogreM,  and  no 
longer;  aod  that  the  embargo  sliafl  be  repealed 
at  that  time. 

Oa  the  suggettioo  of  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  M. 
withdrew  his  motion  for  a  time;  and  Mr.  R. 
moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  ISih  seciios 
of  the  bill  as  makes  eicepiions  to  the  geoeral 
removal  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  BtBR  made  a  mo^on  which  superseded 
Mr.  Randolpb's,  viz:  to  strike  ool  tha  whole 
■ectioD,  so  as  to  keep  on  the  embargo  in  its  pres- 
ent situatioi). 

Ur.  Rakddlpb  hoped  the  House  would  not  go 
directly  to  ibisaubject  by  the  means  proposed  by 
fais  friend  from  Georgia;  for,  if  he  understood 
the  motion,  it  went  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  the 
embargo  either  in  wliole  or  in  part.  As  it  was 
his  object  not  to  repeal  the  embargo  partially,  but 
us  Into,  Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not  vole  for  iha  mo- 
tion of  hi*  friend  from  Qeorgia,  and  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  it  would  not  prevail.  At  the  same 
lime,  said  Mr.  R.,  it  would  be  no  very  great 
alretcb  of  candor  to  allow  that  if  this  House  do 
repeal  the  embargo  in  any  degree,  It  would  earn- 
port  more  with  its  dignity  and  reputation,  as  well 
as  with  the  interest  of  the  natjaa,  to  repeal  it  tn 
toto,  than  in  this  sort  of  way.  I  believe  that  even 
whst  is  termed  a  partiai  repeal  of  the  embargo, 
will,  to  the  interest  of  the  nation,  be  a  most  im- 
portant measure,  whatsoever  bearing  it  may  have 
on  the  repulBUon  of  the  Legislatare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  but,  if  we  mean  to  preserve  at  once 
OQT  own  credit  and  to  consult  the  good  of  the 
Union,  we  oofht  to  repeal  the  embargo  in  words 
u  well  as  in  fact,  totally— and,  indeed,  let  not  the 
wordfl  of  the  wiseiit  man  nnder  tbesun  ever  again 
be  quoted  to  prove  that  there  is  nothinz  neW  na- 
dcf  the  sun.  Unqoesiionably  a  partinr  repeal  of 
L  1  .  ,e„  [jiJQg  under  thesun  in  le- 
*1  repeal  of  an  embargo!  What 
„  ,  7  An  inhibition  of  vessels  go- 
ing from  a  particular  port  or  from  all  the  ports  of 
a  nation.  It  is  limited  to  a  single  port,  ■•  Bor- 
deaux, or  to  a  whole  empire.  But  a  partud  eiH' 
bargo  i&  such  a  thing  as  verily,  I  think,  never 
was  beard  of.  An  embargo  is  a  prohibition  of 
every  vessel  from  sailing;  and  here  is  apermia- 
HDD  to  any  vesael  to  Mil.   Look  U  yoQi  einbargo 


¥iur  heads  as  partiallv  to  repeal  an  embargo, 
he  embargo,  with  ail  its  supplements — God 
'  knows  bow  many,  bnt  this  litter  of  misshapen 
cubs  is  sufficient  to  exhaust  their  ori^nal  pa- 
rent—these  laws  refer  to  the  act  of  sailing  from 
the  United  States  to  anv  port  of  a  belligerent  or 
of  a  neutral,  if,  indeed,  oe  cuuld  flad  snch  an  an- 
imal in  political  zoology.  If  we  repeal  any  part 
of  an  embargo,  we  repeal  it,  in  point  of  fact  and 
practice,  allosether.  If  it  were  consistent  with 
the  gravity  of  this  dignified  Assembly,  I  would 
say  tnat  this  bill  rcraiorls  me  of  ihe  ingcoions 
project  of  a  cilizeti  of  Virginia— ■  naioraliied 
one — and  ^strange  as  it  may  appear  wlien  the 
story  is  told)  not  an  Irishman,  to  let  off  his  gna 
by  degriea — when  that  scheme  was  neaiioDed, 
it  was  doe  to  the  nation  to  state  that  he  was  not 


.  'by  8]'D(ly  pulling  the  trigger,  he  pro- 
posed to  let  off  hi*  gun  by  degree*.  This  project 
IS  precisely  such  an  one — a  twin  brother.  If.  sir, 
you  are  not  able,  wilhont  any  partial  repeal  of 
the  embargo,  with  all  your  penalties  aad  gun- 
boats,  to  keep  tha  people  from  going  where  they 
will  with  their  cotton,  fish,  ias.,  can  you  expect 
to  prevent  them  from  doing  so  whea  you  let 
ibem  go  out  ?  Is  it  in  yoor  power  lo  direct  their 
course  aAer  they  erosa  the  Gulf  Stream  ?  Is  there 
any  magic  in  your  laws  to  control  them  when 
out  of  your  jurisdiction  %  If  they  are  not  ioier- 
ritpted  by  the  physical  force  of  some  beHigerent 
nation,  tbey  will,  free  as  the  wiod  that  blews,  go 
where  they  list ;  and  really  I  conwder  this  as  one 
of  the  idlest  propositions  over  submitted  to  a  de- 
liheraiive  Assembly.  A  partial  repeal  of  the 
embargo  I  If  it  be  partially  repealed,  very  well- 
half  a  loaf  is  belter  than  no  bread,  especially 
when  the  grant  of  half  the  loaf  give*  potsecsion 
of  the  other  half  aleo.  If  the  Mouse  cbooM  (a  pro- 
ceed in  ihisway,  it  is  not  for  an  anti-embargo 
man,  it  may  be  said,  to  object  anything  against  it. 
in  the  eonrte  of  ihe  remarks  which  IihalloSar 
lo  yonr  eoasi deration,  sir,  I  shall  not  think  it  at 

all  necessary  to  take  notice  of  the  very 1  will 

not  give  a  charaoter  lo  the  observaiieas  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  (Mr. OARDBRiaa,) 
on  Saturday  last.  Sir,  I  was  surprised,  for  one, 
I  confess,  that  gentlemen  who  seemed  extremely 
opposed  10  the  ientiinents  which  felt  from  thai 
gentleman  were  not  willing  at  the  same  time  10 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  continuing  them.  I 
eannot  conceive  anything  (hat  could  be  said  by  a 
gentleman  in  what  is  called  the  majority  of  this 
Honse  which  could  have  half  so  strong  an  eSect 
in  &vor  of  their  measores  as  what  had  fallea  from 
the  gentleman  frooi  New  York  i^ainst  them.  I 
should  not — really  1  should  not — think  it  neces- 
sary To  notice  ifaem  in  any  way  ware  ti  not  that 
1  lookedat  the  gentleman  from  New  York  si 
that  moment  with  the  sort  of  sefwation  which  ^ 
feel  in  behatding  a  sprightly  child  meddliog  with 
edged  tools,  every  moment  expecting  (what  act>- 
alty  happened)  that  he  will  cut  his  fibers.  There 
an  circumslsnce*  under  which  ■  man  wtwld  not 
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like  to  see  KD'adverMrr  pUud,  Tbe  gentlemiD 
has  powers,  Bod  of  no  ordinary  cast ;  and  he  ha> 
ceruinlrfEivea  to  ibe  Hocie  atlroBg  proof  of  bis 
oandor,  whateTet  it  majr  have  been  of  his  dUcre- 
lioD.  He  UDburdened  himself  witlioiic  reserTei 
but  I  do  beliave— I  ceriaialr  hope— that  there  is 
Bot  another  geotleman  ia  ib«  House  who  takes 
tbe  same  view  of  tbe  subjeei  which  that  genije- 
mia  has  laken.  Aiid,sir,  ihegentlemaD'sfriendB 
(iraajr  he  bare,  and  I  bBTG.ao  right  to  presame 
thai  he  baa  none,  but  the  contrary)  will  do  well 
to  keep  sueb  dangerous  implemeuti  o«t  of  his  way 
for  ibe  future.  At  tbe  same  time,  I  am  very  far 
from  jatpeachiag  the  eorrcetneis  of  the  gentle- 
man's moiire*.  His  oooduct  appeaKd  to  me  the 
effect  of  yoathful  ioesperieoce ;  and  I  hare  do 
doubl  ibat  wheo  he  has  attained  a  greater  kpowl* 
edge  of  the  vorld.and  B  greater  kcowiedge  (lam 
sorry  to  say  it)  of  tbe  rights  and  inieresta  of  bis 
own  oouDiry,  his  error  wilt  be  correcled. 

But,  sir,  to.  come  to  tbe  point,  which  is  the 
repeal  ofibe  embar^.  No  question  cat)  exiat,  it 
would  appaar  to  me,  ia  the  mind  of  any  praclteal 
man,  thai  Ibe  embargo  msat  be  repeaW ;  and  this 
Tole  for  a  partial  repeal  of  the  embargo  is  a  proof 
that  there  exisisa  couriclioD  is  this  House  that 
Mine  way  or  other  tbe  embargo  lotut  be  gotten 
lid  of.  Hook  upoatheembanrgoasthemoBtfatrl. 
measure  that  ever  happened  lO' this  eouDiry—as 
the  roost  ealamitOBS  eveotj  On  account  of  pecu' 
ail ry  loss?  No.  Qreat  at  that  is,  I  do  not  view 
il  la  on  that  aeoount.  On  account  of  the  veia- 
tioDs  to  which  our  ciiiseos  hare  been  eiposed 
HDder  it,  oot  only  from  officers  of  OoTerament, 
but  from  their  fetlow-ciliten»— from  one  another 
—tearing  one  another  to  pieces  in  the  courts, 
where  they  were  open,  and  uaable  to  satisfy  each 
other's  just  demands?  Not,  rir,  oq  thai  account. 
Suppoie  W8  had  anawerfld,  in  November  last,  the 
almost  unanimoua  espeeiatioo  of  Ameriaa,  how 
dtReteni  would  hare  been  tbe  result  I  Bat,  by  that 
Uiad  petaeveraBce  in  this  most  unfortuBBte  mea- 
siire,we  have  lifted  the  reitwhieb  eODcraled  out 
vsaknesa — we  hareeiposedour  irabeeility.  The 
wil  of  the  temple  of  the  Oonstltutibn  is  rent  in 
t*ein;  the  Bakedness  of  (he  fathers  of  the  conn- 
try  has  been  exposed  to  ttieir  unnatural,  impious 
children.  That  is  our  situatioD.  Too  never  can 
TBdeem  it.  Tbe  Constitutioa  has  received  a  wound 
ust^escBDnotheal.  Bnt,if  webBdODlyeome  up 
■•  the  expeoiaiion  of  our  suffering  people — if  we 
kaii  ben  ceateat  with  a  twelvemonth's  embargo, 
tDsieadorBaembagoarfeternCMnftbenaiioti  would 
«»e  obeyed,  would  have  been  united. 

QcBilemeo  may  Bay  what  they  will  i  they  may 
declaim  as  much  as  they  please  about  the  vices 
«lhe  people;  but  their  virtue  has  stood  a  test 
»hieh  that  of  no  other  country  on  earth  ever  did 
M  erer  will  stand  ;  but,  sir,  hope  delaved  mafceth 
the  heartsick  i'Bod  tbe  heart  trifled  with  under  sueb 
cjreoTnstaiwes  has  nothing  left  but  desperation, 
The  coDsequenees  we  all  know.  We  are  marked, 
Boi  merely  to-Europe,  but  to  ourselves,  as  a  di- 
!|<le«  people,  imbecile,  distracted— and  why? 
Were  we  a  divided  people  eighteen  months  ago? 
ne  were  not,  sir ;  we  (Vcreettqpg  in  the  sentimrat 


ofobedienee  to  the  laws;  that  aeniiment  which 
cflbstiiDies  the  vital  principle  of  every  Govern- 
ment pretending  lo  be' free,  was  not  nearly  de- 
funct ;  it  was  in  iia  full  force ;  and  when,  you  see 
that  sentiment  destroyed,  you  may  prate  abont 
vice  and  immorality— its  dcsiruciioQ  can  come 
from  but  one  source — unwise  counsels.  Want  of 
wi«dom,  or  virttM,  or  of  both,  in  the  cooociU  of 
the  natioD,  alone  can  produce  inch  an  effect  on  k 
people  like  our»elve«';  and,  in  my  opinioo,  it  is 
something  to  our  honor  thai  it  took  a  looget  pe- 
riod of  suffering  than  anjr  man  could  have  antici- 
pated, before  that  spirit  was  ia  the  least  impaired 
in  Bay  part  of  tbe  community.  Bat,  sir,  in  our 
meaaUTBs  throwing  away  the  oparation  of  moral 
cansea  and  relying  wholly  on  physical  force,  oft 
nuuB  atrength,  which  we- had  not,  we  have  pioe- 
traled  the  majesty  of  the  laws,  and  I  fear  shsU 
hand  over  to  tbe  successor  of  Ibe  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uaited  States  a  broken  sceptre.  I  b^ 
lieve  it  is  no  secret  that  ibai  gentleman  is  not' 
among  tbe  Grst  of  my  political  faroriies — but,  do 
every  man  justice,  sir — in  the  lituaEion  in  whiolt  ' 
we  abandon  this  Oovemment  to  him,  he  will 
deserve  immortal  honor  if  he  steer  tbe  naiioR 
through  tbe  peril  which  surrounds  it;  moreeap^ 
cially,  if  you  give  it  to  him^  clogged  with  your 
embargo  systems.  He  will  have  a  iBak  lo  per- 
form as  great  as  baman  strength  is  competent  to 
execute ;  and  if  be  does  it  even  not  very  well,  ha 
ought  to  tiave  tbe  credit.  Tbe  arduous  duties  of 
the  station — I  speak  of  the  officer,  not  of  tbe  man 
— oogbl  to  be  weighed. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embaTgo,  air,  I  have  al- 
ways understood  it,  like  a  vessel  fur  hold  in?  liquor. 
to  derive  all  its  value  from  its  ligbtDess;  and 
whenever  you  begin  to  drill  bales  in  the  bottom, 
no  matter  of  what  diameter,  it  b  good  for  nothing. 
We  have  ttasied  our  most  precious  iuteresls  la 
this  leaky  vessel ;  and  now,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, we  are  going  lo  bore  addiiioiMl  holes  in 
this  macbtae,  which,  like  a  cask,  derives  all  ita 
valae,  if  it  have  any,  from  being  water-light. 
From  some  notion  of  honor  or  dignity,  qeite  in- 
eomprehensible  to  me,  we  are  to  stick  to  thia 
thing ;  it  is  to  be  hung  around  our  necks,  or  to  b» 
trailed  after  us  like  a  canister  lied  to  tbe  uil  of  a 
miaerable  persecnted  dog.  This  is  b«  kII;  w* 
are  not  content  to  lift  the  covering  which  bid,  I 
will  not  say  our  nakedness,  bnt  we  are,  1  fearf 
breaking  ap  from  the  very  foundatioD  every  prin- 
ciple end  nwiiffl  of  policy  wlucb  governed  tW 
coantry  from  the  instituiion  of  tbe  Federal  Cob- 
BtitniioB  lo  the  present  moment,  i  listened  (he 
other  day  with  very  great  pleasure  (o  ifaeremarka 
of  my  worthy  colleague,  (Mr-  BnawBLi.,)  made 
in  his  usual  plain,  sensible  manner,  and  to  some 
of  them  I  Mtbacribe ;  bul,  in  tbe  extent  lo  which 
they  were  carried  by  him,  I  could  by  no  meaAa 
agree  lo  them.  I  undeniand  my  coUeague  to  be 
divided  between  two  oppoiiie  and  coniradietory 
•eoiiBKnis,  which  conflict  very  much  with  eaea 
other-^a  desire  to  protect  trade  and  our  maritinu 
rights  OB  the  ocean,  and  a  desire  to  pat  dowK 
trade  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  our  mannfat- 
tores  at  home ;  and,  until  the  period  when  tnuto 
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•hill  be  so  curtailed  thai  we  (ball  be  compelled  to 
manaracturS  fnr  ourulvea,  be  eoDsiders  ibit  we 
•ball  Dot  be  iodependent.  irweare  lo  be  sor- 
ernei)  hf  this  policy,  there  was  no  occasion  Kir  a 
ConsiiiutioD  or  Pcderal  Qovernment;  for  we 
might  have  set  up  our.spiDiiiDjt-wbeela  aod  pre- 
Tented  the  importation  of  foreign  goods  witfaont 
the  ConttiiutioD.  But  the  object  of  the  Coniii- 
totioD  was  to  regulate  commerce,  and  to  do  more, 
to  draw  a  revenue  from  trade,  which  from  trade 
alone  could  be  drawn,  for  payitig  the  debts  and 
providing  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  Union.  But  now  it  seems  all  this 
is  to  be  set  aside.  We  are  (o  go  upon  an  oppo- 
aite  policy — to  give  up  the  duty  oo  import!  and 
tonnage,  atid  refy  altogether  on  excites  and  direct 
taxes.  I  defy  the  iogeaoity  of  man  to  devise  any 
other  mode  of  collecting  a  revenue  than  by  irli- 
poits,  excise,  or  direct  tax.  If  we  give  up  im- 
posts, we  have  nothing  left  but  iDternal  at>d  direct 
taxes.  Cast  back  your  mind,  sir,  to  the  lime 
when  the  present  Adminislrstion  came  into  office, 
and  Me-whal  was  its  policy.  To  rely  wholly  on 
impost,  to  abotirh  rttieroal  isiea,  not  certainly  to 
boTD  our  fitigera  with  a  land  tax  ;  though  it  may 
lot  be  improper  to  observe,  that  a  great  part  of 
the  proceeoB  of  the  Internal  and  direct  taxes  was 
brought  into  the  Treasury  after  the  3d  of  March, 
1801— that,  however,  was  not  our  fault.  We  set 
our  fanes — for,  sir,  when  I  speak  of  the  good  old 
times  of  1802-'3,  dbc.,  I  will  say  m— we  set  our 
ficea  aniosi  tbe  internal  taxes.  Whjr  did  we  so? 
Prom  loeir  oppression  on  the  people,  and  opera- 
tion on  the  revenue  of  the  States ;  from  the  vast 
patronageand  number  of  officers  which  they  gave 
risa  to;  because  the  impoHt  was  (be  cheapest  tax 
ID  collection,  least  oppressive  in  its  operation,  and 
teaat  injurious  to  tbe  State*.  Are  we  now  to  turn 
completely  round,  to  give  op  imposts,  and  ifo  back 
lo  JDlernal  taxes?  lam  very  tar  from  being  an 
aaemy  to  domestic  manufactures;  bat  if  they  do 
Bot  thrive  at  present,  we  cannol  make  them. 
There  is  something  ungrateful  in  the  soil,  un- 
genial  iu  the  climate — the  tree  will  not  grow  at 
all  if  it  doe*  not  thrive  apace  nader  present  cir- 
ca ra  stances. 

One  thing,  sir,  I  am  very  free  to  allow :  that, 
do  what  we  will,  we  never  can  expect  (neither 
do  I  know  that  it  is  desirable)  to  enjoy  aa  great 
a  degree  of  foreign  trade  as  we  did  enjoy  at  the 
time  we  look  the  humor  of  quarrelling  with  our 
bread  and  butler,  and  goinginto  the  sysiem  which 
kaa  led  to  oar  present  condition.  As  long  as  we 
carried  her  manufactures  lo  France,  and  ibeCoa- 
tinenl  generally,  Qreat  Britain  connived  atom- 
trading  there ;  and  why  1  Because  she  drew  an 
advantage  from  it.  But  tbe  moment  that  France 
said  that  her  products  should  net  be  imported  in 
your  ships,  she  bad  no  idea  of  your  going  on  in 
this  way  with  your  one  million  two  hundred  Iboa* 
sand  tons  of  shipping,  without  producing  her 
aomethin^,  unless  she  drew  a  benefit  from  it.  1 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  mj  (hat  she  acted 
wrongfully  and  harlfully — the  qnestioo  is,  the 
medy.    if  a  man  knocks  you  down,  you  do 


aot  require  to  be  told  thai  he  has  brokao  ib« 


hal  he 


peace.    The  ^ueatioa  ia,  how  will  yon  get  tepa- 

Whllst  noticing  (be  obaervations  of  tnrwonby 
colleagne  and  friend,  permit  me  to  say  that  1  dif- 
fer from  him  in  two  material  points.  In  the  first 
Elaee,  the  explanation  given  by  the  Mioister  of 
larine  of  ihe  Berlin  decree  was  not  a  saiisTaetory 
one,  because  the  Minister  himself  declared  that 
he  had  oo  authority  for  givinf^  it.  My  colleague 
seems  to  think  that  that  put  off,  a  nDere  evasion 
of  the  French  Qovemmeot — for  it  is  very  easy 
for  a  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  evade  an  an- 
swer, if  you  will  put  tip  with  one  from  an  unao- 
thorixed  person — was  a  tatlNfactury  explanation  of 
the  Berlin  decree.  It  was  not  ;  not  onJy,  as  it 
inraed  out,  that  the  Preach  Goveromenl  did  not 
so  consider  ii ;  but  that  the  officer,  in  giving  the 
ex  pi  ana  li  OB,  declared  ibit  it  was  nn  ezplaDBiion 
at  all,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  authority  to  give  IL 
I  cannot  help  thinking  (bat  there  must  have  been 
an  application  to  the  officer  who  had  autbority  t3 
give  one;  but  as  1  have  seen  no  kuch  correspond- 
ence, I  cannot  determine  anything  on  this  point. 
Whilst  on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  correspond- 
ence, I  think  it  extremely  unfortunate  that  tbe 
motion*  which  I  made  in  (be  early  part  of  tba 
session  for  giving  publicity  lo  a  pan  of  (bat  cor- 
respondence did  nol  prevail — not  mora  for  (ha 
purpose  of  showing  tbe  public  what  we  had,  ibaa 
what  we  had  not.  For  example,  I  belicre  it  Ja 
generally  supposed  that  the  overiure  made  by  our 
Government  to  tbe  QoTernmentnrPnace,  on  the 
subject  of  Ihe  decrees,  ia  contained  in  tbat  eor- 
reipondeace.    What  does  tbe  President  lay  : 

"  The  instmctiims  to  our  Ministers,  with  respect  tc 
the  different  belligerents,  wsre  necumrilj  mi>dUlM  with 
reference  lo  their  differsDt  circumetsDcea,  and  to  tbe 
condition  annei«d  bj  law  to  the  Eiecntira  power  of 
suspansiol)  rwqairing  a  degree  of  accuritj  to  our  eoni- 
merce  which  would  not  result  6am  a  repeal  of  tbe  de- 
crees of  France.  Instead  of  a  ple^e,  theiafora,  of  s 
nMpeoaiaa  of  llw  embargo  as  to  h«r  in  eav  of  aook 
nipeal,  it  was  presomed  that  a  aaUidanl  iadveeiacnt 
mi^t  be  bond  tu  other  eonaderalioa*,  isd  particn- 
lul J  in  tke  change  piodneed  bj  a  complianee  with  o« 
jasl  deskanda  by  on*  belliganat,  sad  a  lefiMal  by  the 
other,  in  the  relations  batweeo  this  other  ami  the  Uai- 
tedSUtea." 

We  are  then  told  tbat  (he  offer  waa  made  lo 
Qreat  Britain  to  repeal  tbe  embargo,  in  relation 
10  her,  in  aase  she  revoked  her  Orders  in  Coon- 
cil.  The  reasons  are  assigned  whjr  this  offer  was 
not  made  to  France;  but  what  ollter  wa3  madeie 
France  we  know  noL  And  i  think  it  proper  to 
state  this,  because  1  perceive  that  there  it  a  gen- 
eral impreosiuD  abroad  that  ii  is  eooiaiaed  in  tba 
private  communications  made  to  us.  It  is  ooi. 
As  to  offering  to  France  to  repeal  ihe  emhai^oas 
to  her,  if  she  would  revoke  her  deereea,  it  wonhf 
have  been  a  strange  proceeding,  indeed.  Pranea 
wanted  the  ismbar^  ;  and  to  lake  from  her  what 
the  wanted,  as  an  inducement  to  da  what  ahe  did 
not  like,  would  be  curious,  indeed.  If  wr  bad 
have  offered  to  continue  Ihe  eiabargii,  it  might, 
indeed,  have  been  an  indocement  to  her.  I  ibcre' 
fore  differ  from  my  friend  from  Narih  Carolioa, 
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H.  OP  R. 


(Mr.  Macon.)  1  ihink  ii  wi«e  ihai  ihe  offer  was 
not  made.  At  the  same  lime,  I  iboald  like  to  know 
whai  offer  w*«  made. 

Mr.  BLtcKLBDos  Slid,  if  the  seoileman  would 
larn  lo  pages  20  and  21  of  ihe  document  he  held 
inhishaadihewouldBnd  the  offer  made  to  France. 

Mr.  Randolph.— f  belie?e  i  liave  read  ihe 
papers,  «ir.  This,  bv  Ibe  way — I  aia  eilremely 
obliged  'o  my  frieoo  f^m  Norib  Carolina — 1  r& 
member  him  at  college.  He  wsi  a  very  expert 
roathematieiao,  and  doubtless  is  to  still.  Boi, 
sltfaoogh  1  am  but  a  poor  ncholar,  1  hare  a  xmall 
nnaiteriiig  in  political  algebra,  and  should  have 
no  great  iiifficnliy  id  {H^ocerding  from  known  to 
nnknDWDlbinKi.u  I  had  the  necessary  daia.  With 
tbeaidof  X,  Y.or  Z.  wemrght  perhaps  get  aiii — 
letters,!  tielisTe,  whicb  generally  designate  un- 
known quaniitie*. 

Inaaoihet  ioiMDce  I  differ  from  my  good  frieDd 
■ltd  coilengoc — in  relation  lo  (he  noieaccoropa- 
nyioK  the  Ireaty  oegotiaudby  Messrs.'  Monroe 
and  Phkkoey.  Tfaat  naie  ceiiainly.  sir,  made  do 
part  of  the  treaty  oegolialed  by  our  Ministers  with 
the  Briiisb  ComraiwioDers.  11'  the  Treaty  had 
been  ratified,  that  note  would  have  made  no  pan 
of  it.  But,  sir,  when  we  take  into  view  who  the 
persoiu  were  with  whom  that  treaty  was  uegoii- 
aied— that  very  (now)  minority,  in  Pailiamcnt, 
vrho  are  so  oflao  quoted  in  support  ol'  our  rights, 
and  who  really  appear  to  have  acted  toward*  ihi> 
couDlry  in  as  strong  a  spirit  of  conciliation  as  any 
Minitirjr  that  has  ever  eiisled,  or  protuibiy  ever 
will  eitsi  in  E  gland— 1  take  thi 


ofgoodfaiih  tbaooftheeonirary  j  for,  ifyuu  make 
a  treaty  with  your  adversary,  and  be  points  out 
(previous  lo  your  raiificaiioo  of  ii)  crreumsiBDces 
under  which  he  must  he  compelled  to  f  iolate  it. 
he  acts  more  like  a  mao  of  honor  than  if  he  had 
waited  till  the  circumstances  occurred,  and  then 
bave  broken  it.  and  assigoed  the  very  causes  for 
ao  doing  wbicD  he  had  in  cuDtemplatioD  when 
ilwaa  agreed  upon.  Is  it  not  belter  and  fairer  to 
make  soeh  a  declaration  iu  the  fiat  inalsnce,  than 
to  keep  it  back  as  a  mental  reaervationi  Un- 
doubtedly it  is.  There  is  another  eircumslattcr, 
applying  not  io  ibis  note,  baliothai  informal  an- 
derslanding respecting  impressment,  wbicit  1  wish 
we  bad  accepted.  Ititthir:  thaltrealie<,any  more 
tbao  embargo  laws, have  no  talismaaic  powerii — 
DO  magic  virtue* — wbieb  preveol  them  from  being 
Tiolaied.  And  if  we  cannot  trust  la  tlia  bunur  of 
a  party,  we  cannot  ttiut.  with  one  jot  more  of 
wiinlom,  lo  ibeir  band  and  se«l.  le  Kocieiy,  you 
Uuat  a  mao  of  whose  bonar  yoti  are  doubiful,  under 
bis  hand  asd  seal  j  because,  if  be  depart  from  his 
engagements,  there  is  a  power  (u  cumpel  hi«  per- 
formance. The  reason  why  you  tnke  bond  of  a 
man  in  whom  you  havecoDeueneelis.  ihst  be  may 
die;  but  bodisB  politic  never  die.  But,  if  there 
couldbeaman  WDO  was  immortal,and  over  whom 
no  civil  power  bad  control,  sarely  if  you  oould 
D«t  trust  to  bis  honor,  you  could  not  to  bis  biind. 
And  there  is  said  to  be  a  species  of  honor  nmoo^ 
a  claaa  of  people  (with  whom,  ihiokQjdl  I  have 


no acqnaintaDce)more binding; on  them  than  even 
the  laws  of  God  or  men.  I  believe  we  should  have 
an  equal  chance  in  trusting  to  the  faith  of  the 
British  or  any  other  Qoveroment  in  an  informal 
arrangement,  as  in  trtisting  to  any  other  Eectirity 
iNrbatever.  These  Ihiojcs  being  premised,  sir,  let 
me  say  a  little  on  the  subject  of  the  ofer  lo  repeal 
the  embargo,  and  other  subjects  whicb  preceiJed 
the  proposiiion.  Ooe  of  iho  principal  objections 
ureed  by  me  on  the  night  when  the  first  etnbargo 
bill  paH^.  was,  that  biiherio  the  people  bad  been 
obedient  tu  the  laws— not  in  tbesenseuf  not  mak- 
ing insurrection  against  the  laws — I  mean  volun- 
tary obedience,  from  the  bean  as  well  as  the  band. 
The  character  of  a  sronggter  was  diirepulsble  oa 
the  exchange  ind  in  tjie  coffee-houM  :  ibia  is  an 
honorable  trail  in  the  character  of  oar  merchants. 
I  anticipated  from  the  embarso  that  we  should 
put  men  to  a  school  of  sinuegftcg  out,  and,  after 
the  embargo  was  repeated,  loey  would  keep  their 
hand  io  by  smuggling  tn,-  more  e:<peciBlly,  as, 
after  having  put  them  apprentices  to  the  business, 
we  hate  eiveti  them  an  additiutial- premium  of  60 
percent.  Test  they  should  not  set  up  fur  themselves 
in  it.  We  have  given  them  a  stock— lent  ibem 
a  lift.  I  was  going  to  say  thai  1  am  surpriwd.  but 
1  am  not,  cannot,  be  surprised.  Nil  admirari  ia 
a  maxim  which  every  msti  conversant  io  politic* 
must  sooner  or  later  subscribe  to.  The  demon  of 
infatuation — unless  indeed  I  am  mad,  and  perhaps 
I  am;  for  they  say  that  the  difference  between  a 
madman  and  other  people  is,  that  the  madman 
thinks  all  the  rest  of  the  world  is  mad,  and  iliey 
know  Am  lo  be  mad— the  demon  of  infaiuatioa 
must  have  come  over  this  Hou»e,  before  it  could 
coa.seoKo  pursue  its  late  and  (I  atg  sorry  lo  say  it) 
its  present  poller.  You  want  revenue.  Let  oa 
take  the  thing  the  regular  watr.  The  can  b«for« 
the  burse — that  ia  the  xtyle  or  driving  now — yoa 
lay  double  duties,  and  iben  interdict  commerce, 
and  that  is  ibe  way  we  are  to  get  revenue  t  A 
rnmor  has  been  broug-bt  into  (he  House  ibis  morn- 
ina  that  the  British  Orders  io  Council  are  rescind- 
ed, and  a  treaty  made.  Under  any  circumslancea 
1  should  rejoice  at  this  ioLetligenee,  but  more  es- 
pecially under  the  present ;  for.  send  Jjut  a  copy 
of  ihA  Jooroal  of  ihia  session  across  the  Ailanlie, 
and  you  may  whibtlefor  a  ireaty  with  any  nation 
of  the  eanh-~eveo  with  the  Barbery  Powers, 
unless  you  bribe  them  U>  it— except  you  grease  iha 
fists  of  their  Bashaw  well  with  money. 

Here  a  member  from  New  York,  near  Mr.  Rah- 
tiot.FB.  said  tbe  news  was  false — that  the  UttioH 
had  not  arrived  at  New  York,  as  was  reported  in 
the  morning. 

Mr.  R*iiD0Lpa.— I  am  told,  air,  that  the  report 
iiionfoonded- tbattheCAiionflasDOiarrived.  The 
Union  has  not  indeed  arrived,  sir,  dot  ever  will 
arrive,  unlet*  we  change  our  measures,  and  give 
up  this  system  of  vibration  from  point  lo  point — 
ittis  wouderfnl  discorery  of  partially  repealing  an 
embar^  But,  sir,  on  the  subject  of  ibis  double- 
duly  bill,  (as  it  is  called,  though  improperly,)! 

"  veil  is  oqIvSO  per  cent.  DOW  j  in  May,lsnp- 
pose,  we  shall  h»ve  another  50.  Suppose  a  rich 
merchant,  such  as  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Ut 
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Tsodf)  spoke  of  the  other  day— Mr.  Orey,  at 
B>li;m,  for  iiutftDce,  to  have  *  «eat  on  thU  floor ; 
who  could  he  Tote  on  such  a  bill]  Voting  for  it, 
urhHQ  be  bu  milliona  of  dollan  worth  of  foreign 
goods  ID  his  wirehouses,  h«  mutt  rau  to  put  ioio 
£i«  pocket  a  per  eeaiafte  od  those  goods  equal  to 
the  tax  iropoaed.  1  have  do  scquaialBDCo  with 
that  gemlemao ;  I  am  told  (aad  ii  costs  om  aoth- 
iog  to  beLieve  it)  that  he  is  a  tct^  good  man. 
Except  he  were  a  Tcrjr  bad  dub,  be  eaum  not  baie 
the  face  to  get  up  here  and  put  fiO,000  or  100,000 
dollars  iato  bis  own  pocket,  without  rendering  lo 
the  public  one  atom  of  service.  Oite  of  ih«  great 
aod  crying  grieTtmcet  of  ihe  British  satioD.  though 
they  hare  not  adranced  at  i^uite  a*  rapid  a  pace 
a»  we  have  be^ ud  to  do  id  raising  the  ciuioma,  ia, 
that  every  additional  excise  oq  mali,i«r  ioslance, 
if  you  please,  was  so  much  iDouey  at  an  iastaat 
put  iDto  the  hands  of  the  great  npitalisU  who  had 
large  slocks  on  hand  ;  thus  securing,  by  an  iagc- 
nioui  specie*  of  bribery,  all  the  weight  of  those 
capitalists  oit  the  side  of  the  Ministry,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  great  consuming  body  politic ;  and 
Ibus,  by  a  strange  and  wonderful  political  inrcB- 
tioD,  establishing  the  posiiion  (paradoncal,  yet 
true)  that,  in  proportion  as  you  raise  taxes,  yoa 
acquire  the  power  lo  raiiic  then.  In  other  opar- 
atioDi  thereisfriction,or  reaistaRceofthe  atmos- 
^ere — someibiog  to  weaken  thetn— bat  io  this 
you  embody  all  the  capitalitts  at  every  turn  of  the 
■crew,  and  aoquire  Qew  power  to  increase  its  force. 
Every  revolution  of  it  ga»s  to  reader  the  rich 
richer  than  they  were,  and  the  poor  still  more 
wretched.  This  has  caused  tlie  yeomanry  of  that 
country,  in  some  districts,  almoai  to  disappear. 
Dader  tbe  operatioD  of  sacb  ■  Bysiem,  they  are . 
awallowed  up  in  two  classes— tbe  overgrowo  rich 
and  the  miserably  poor.    Thexaiddle  class— that 

Kaat  sufi'ond  slay  o(  the  commuaiiy— fslltinto 
•  one  or  the  other  of  these  deseripiLons,  until  it 
wholly  disappears  in  the  mia  of  the  State.  In 
our  wisdom,  da  we  reeolleet  that  there  is  now  a  , 
•apply  in  this  country  of  some  articles— perhaps 
a  seven-years'  supply — brought  in  with  a  f  iew  to 
•xporlauon,  and  eatiiled  to  diawback— ^f  coffin, 
for  inaiaace,  of  sunr,  and  all  tboae  articles  which 


,  ifsujnr, 
Mya  high  speeifis  duty?    Of  India  goods  and 

..   _!■  _,_l:_l   ^  ^  valorem  duty, 

We  lay  a  tax  of  5Q 
pet  cent  on  the  existing  duties.    One  oftwo  things 


there  ia  ai 


muit  happen :  either  that  the  no n -intercourse  law 
will  give  us  some  trade,  or  that  it  will  destroy  all 
trade.  If  it  destroys  trade,  yon  give  so  much 
noney  out  of  tbe  pocket  of  tbe  consumiag  public 
to  the  great  capitalists,  and  that  is  all  tbe  opera- 
don  of  it.  You  give  a  handsome  boaus.  as  the 
Hinialry  of  Qreat  Britain  do  on  loans  to  tbe  Bar- 
inga,  or  whoever  tn  tbe  favorite  bankers  of  (he 
day,  but  get  nothing  in  return  for  it,  and  here  it 
ends.  But  gentlemen  say,  sir,  that  we  sball  ^tve 
tbis  circaitoua  trade,  as  I  lemarked  three  or  four 
years  ago;  that  yon  will  go  to  some  neutral  isl- 
and, as  you  did  in  the  last  war  to  8i.  Euuatia, 
and  give  a^  for  a  striped  blanket.  Yes,  sir ;  and 
we  are  to  do  it  now — to  ga  lo  a  neutral  island, 
nod  there  make  nle  of  your  produce- for  whose 


proSi7  Who  will  get  the  freight?  The  nation 
who  has  the  command  of  tbe  ocean.  You  will 
tell  cheaper  and  buy  dearer.  You  are  there  to  get 
British  manufactures.  I  have  no  more  doubt  of 
it,  and  t bat  Cogaac  brandy  will  still  be  drnnk  here, 
your  embargo  and  non-intercoorse  to  the  contrarr 
notwitbstandiog,  than  that  we  breathe  the  vital 
air;  aod  thai  we  are  lo  get  them  too  st  double 
frtight,insurBnceand  commissions, and  under  the 
additional  duly  of  SO  per  cent,  besides.  Aod  de 
you  expect  tbai  you  can  compete  with  those  mer> 
ebantawbohave  goods  bere?  No,  sir.  You  most 
then  watt,  sir.  This  circattoiu  trade  will  come 
when  the  price  shall  bave  been  such  as  to  enable 
foreigDsapplies,  with  the  additional  dwty  on  tbei^ 
to  eampeieia  Ibe  market.  If  I  bed  foar  or  fin 
millions  of  pounds  of  coSee  or  sugar,  sir,  I  do  not 
know  Fliat  weiffbt  it  might  have  on  my  vote,  bat 
1  should  not  think  myself  a  good  juror.  If  nei- 
ther the  people  not^the  OoveiDmeol  of  the  United 
States  chonn  to  challenge  me,  I  should  except  la 
myself;  I  should  say  ih^t  I  was  not  a  good  juror, 
and  quit  my  seiL  There  are  merchants  in  ibis 
country — not  one  or  two,  but  many— who  hare 
from  half  a  million  to  several  millions  of  foreign 
dniiabla  anietes,  which  were  broi^hi  into  ibis 
country  in  the  direct  way,  paying  only  the  old 
impost;  and  if  von  expect  that  your  new  import- 
ations, forbidden  bV'  ibe  tetter  of  the  lasv,  nadet 
double  charges  and  adJiiioiial  duties,  will  eon- 
pete  with  these  supplies,  you  must  be  toullyio^aa 
error:  thay  capaot  do  ii. 

To  what  point  have  we  got,  sir  ?  When  Genr 
eral  Wabbimotoh  tint  act  tip  this  Gov^nm'tnt, ' 
if  I  may  aay  so,  for  if  be  had  never  existed  1  be-,' 
lieve  the  Ouvernjnent never  would — in  what  siin:  - 
lation  were  the  poor  old  Congress  1  Instead  of 
such  palaces  as  ibis,  paying  at  the  rale  of  twenty- 
five  Ibousaod  dollars  a  year  (the  amount  of  our 
contingent  expenses)  for  aondle-enda  aad  eheeset 
pnrings,  they  bad  not  money  to  go  to  market — ■ 
ihey  wereliiemllypaupers.  When  General  Wabh- 
iNaToif  came  to  the  Ooveromeoi,  the  &st  yeaHa 
revenne  wasyoitr  millions.  Let  any  genileanan 
compare  tbe  revenne  of  tbe  eight  yaua  of  Oen- 
era!  Wabhiiistoii'b  Admin  iatrai job  with  that,  of 
the  eight  years,  eoding  the  third  of  March  next. 
The  differeace  is  enormous.  Wbenceia  ibisgreat  ' 
revenne  derived  ?  From  duties  on  im  potts  and 
lOBBBge.  Yon  sanctioned  Ibis  system;  yon  tcne 
down  all  the  system  of  tnteroal  taxation  with  a 
^orious  and  strong  hand — ibaok  God,  I  assisted 
in  tbe  work,  and  sball  not  soon  assist  to  bniU  it 
up  agnin — you  kept  up  the  imposts  until  yoor 
revenne  exceeded  sixieen  tnillioBS  of  dollars  a  ^ 
year.  This,  Oovernment  began  a  poor  people^ 
wiib  a  he^arly  exchequer!  but  we  have  long 
been  wmllowicg  io  wealth;  we  have  been  hoast-. 
ing  of  our  millions  in  the  Treasnry,  beside*  the 
pavment  of  former  Iobui.  We  have  gm  inioB 
habit  of  expense — and  with  nations,  as  iBdivid- 
ual*,eastom  is  second  nature.  Wehare  become, 
in  many  hraocheaof  our  expenditure, profiiseaod 
exlravagani  to  an  alarming  degree.  Out  eleiks 
in  thedeparimeois  have  higher  salaries  than  Qov* 
ernors  or  Judge*  in  respectable  Stuet— look  at 
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I  see  my  frieDd  rtom  Souih  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R. 
WtLLiAMB.)  an  apt  illu'iiraiioD  presenU  itself. 
The  psople  oT  Souib  Carolma  and  Qear^ia  hare, 
for  year.t.  become  enormoasly  rich  from  Ibe  cul- 
lute  of  cotton.  Bnppose  a  projector  ware  lo  (ell 
[hem  ibejr  had  better  euliirate  flsi;  liiey  would 
lay  that  they  had  ihriveD  by  cotton,  and  har- 
na  thereby  accamolated  many  surplus  dollars 
vnich  ibey  could  not  get  rid  of  without  going 
:reff  summer  to  BalUtown  Spiiugs,  and  other 
vatering:  places,  they  would  stiek  to  the  coltqre 
if  cotton.  This  was  oui  situation;  and  now,  it 
4ems,  we  have  found,  not  only  that  General 
iVABHiMCTOit  was  wrong  in  his  system,  but  that 
re  who  continued.  It  were  wrong;  that  every- 
hing  done  in  the  first  vears  of  out  Administra- 
ion  waa  wrong ;  for  if  we  were  not  wr ong,  it 
rould  be  wrong  now  to  lay  internal  taxes.  And 
r  we  become  what  my  friend  from  Virginia 
rishes  to  see  us,  living  wholly  wiihio  ouraelves, 
rithout  trade,  in  th«  name  of  Qod,  how  is  money 
i  be  raised  but  by  internal  lazes  7  We  caunot 
thetvise  procure  II — we  muit  send  a  ganger  into 
rery  man's  house.  Be  it  so,  but  I  do  not  wish 
laee  it — I  had  rather  adhere  la  Ihe  old  syslem. 
Yes,  siri  we  are  denarting  from  our  Srsi  princi- 
le,  which  was  loderfre  rereaue  from  commerce. 
es.  sir  we  are  killiog  ibe  golden  goose  like  the 
loli^b  boy  in  the  fable.;  and,  hereafier,  like  Ven- 
:e,  Genoa,  Aud  oihff  Republics,  which  have  been 
ace  rich,  great,  and  powerful,  the  only  vestige  of 
ir  departed  splendor  may  soon  only  be  found  in 
ich  edifice*  as  this — palaces  of  marble,  imperial 
lifices,  the  ■stoDishmeni  of  ih«  world  ;  bat  pov- 
(y,  misery,  and  want,  inhabiting  within  them. 
a  mffn,  if  travellers,  ate  to  be  believed,  can  avoid 
Hog  struck  with  the  contrast  in  tbe  places  to 
hich  I  have  alluded  hetweea  thair.ancieni  splen- 
iT,  the  mooumenta  of  which  are  stable  as  tbe 
undftiions  of  the  earth,  antl  their  present  wreicb- 
I,  impoverished  eondition.  Yes,  air,  we  shall 
iverkga  and  ruffles — tawdry  poverty — shabby 
TOtility,  of  all  things  on  earth  the  most  mean 
id  repulsive^  a  siluatioa  which  will  but  illy 
■mport  with  oor  present  laxurioas  ^nd  expeo- 
ve  habits. 

But,  sir,  it  seems  that  to  repeal  this  embatgo 
holly  would  be  lo  descend  from  our  dignity, 
he  cornmiitee  of  exKrior  rdationa  told  us  as 
ueh  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  Iwillthuik 
ly  gentlemin,whohasit,foracopyof  thereport. 
he  report  being  banded  to  him  by  a  member, 
r.  R.  quoted  the  following  pasMge : 
"  l^cre  is  no  other  altematiTe  than  war  with  both 
tions,  or  a  continaanM  of  the  present  sjslaia.  For 
ir  with  ana  of  the  belligeranti  only  would  be  inb- 
•aion  totheedictsand  wiltof  theMher;  andaTspasl 
whole  or  in  part  of  the  embargo  must  ngcesssrily  be 
ir  or  Bubmission.  A  general  repeal,  withoDt  arming. 
>ald  be  Bi^bmiMioii  to  both  saliens.  A  geneiml  repeal 
d  arming  of  our  merchant  veswli  would  be  war  with 
th,  »nd  war  of  the  worat  kind,  lufisnug  the  enemiea 
plunder  us  withonl  retaliation  upon  them.     A  par- 
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Tbe  very  proposition,  as  I  understand  it,  which 
1  wish  to  get  tid  of.  li  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  read  the  whole  of  the  committee's  reasoning  on 
this  subject,  more  especially  as  I  do  not,  never 
did,  nor  ever  shall  subscribe  to  it — nuUius  addic- 
ltujurare\nverba—"a  partial  repeal  most, from 
'  the  silUBiion  of  Europe,  necessarily  be  actual  sub- 
'  mission  to  one  of  tbe  aggressors,  and  war  with 
'  tbe  oiher."  li  seems  that  we  are  neither  to  have 
war  with  both  Rations  nor  a  continuance  of  the 


gular,}  my  withers  are  unwrnog.  Suppose,  sir, 
that,  instead  of  ibis  indecisive  slate  of  acting, 
iKis  House  had,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  repealed  the  embargo,  end  armed 
in  our  defence  iiuCanler — what  would  have  been 
tbe  consequence  1  That  you  must  have  had  at  this 
moment,  whilst  I  am  speaking,  war  wiib  both 
nations,  or  an  accommodation  with  one,  and  war 
with  the  other,  or  an  accommodation  wiib  both; 
and  I  believe  tnat  the  last  would  have  ensued. 

Will  gentlemen  hint,  that  arming  the  merchant- 
men is  not  a  dignified  resistance,  and  that  the  em- 
bargo, or  this  wretched  tiling,  is?  What  is  the 
embargo^  It  compels  your  own  produce  to  die 
on  your  hands.  It  has  heen  said,  that  our  mer- 
chants would  go  to  England  and  pay  tribute.  The 
embargo  is  tribute,  and  of  the  most  destructive 
sort.  Itieavesyourown  produce  to  perish — lorot 
— permitting  your  adversary  to  throw  in  her  own 
goods  (0  any  amount,  and  saddle  you  with  a  debt 
which  you  will  be  able  to  pay  no  one.  Two  years' 
importations  ate  to  be  met  with  one  year's  crop. 
This  is  a  tribute,  sir.  I  am  against  any  tribute  i 
but  if  we  must  pay  it,  I  bad  rather  pay  it  with  a 
full  pocket  than  one  nearly  empty.  A  system  of 
resistance  (o  Ibe  belligerents,  by  arming  and  de- 
fending yourself,  is  paying  tribute;  but  going  out 
under  this  bill  lo  Lonaoii,and  taking  a  ricens^i* 
not  tribute.  Ooing  to  St.  Bartbolomew's,  and 
disposing  of  your  produce  to  British  capitalists 
for  what  you  can  get,  is  not  paying  tribute  ;  but 
aotualGghting  is  paying  tribute.  That  is  all  right, 
■ir;  for  we  ought  to  have  a  new  nomenclature; 
everything  is  left-handed.  The  political  heart  ii 
in  the  wrong  place,  where  the  mock-doctor  pUiced 
it  in  the  play.  This  bill,  however,  is  at  least  a> 
much  resistance  as  the  embargo,  and  more  so:  for 
the  embargo  runs  yon  in  debt,  destroys  yQur  prod- 
uce, and  levies  a  contribution  on  you  to  an  amount 
which  cannot  be  calculated. 

I  shall  conclude  what  I  have  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  remarking,  that  if  we  do  not  repeal  the 
embar^,  or  do  something  speedily,  we  are  acce»- 
■oiy  (lonoeently,  I  hope)  lo  one  of  the  vilest  spe< 
ciesofswindling  that  everexisied  in  any  country. 
I  speak  from  correct  mercantile  information,  of 
the  most  respectable  kind.  Before  the  proposi- 
tion was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Nicholas,)  to  repeal  tbe  embargo,  the  pub- 
lic expectation,  though  not  high,  was  at  a  sort  of 
regulated  standard,  tolerably  steady,  looking  for- 
ward ton  repeal  at  some  timeor  other.  The  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia— and  I  beg  yon, 
sir,  to  lecoUeet  from  whom  it  camej  the  ioAa- 
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ence  of  that  gfDllttnan, and  his  supposed  scqoBint- 
ance  aod  hi^h  crrdii  witli  ihe  Admini&inltion — 
niade  the  prices  of  rom  modi  lies  slari,  ia.a  night, 
like  naDKbrooma  :  eales  were  made  to  a  grral 
amoooi ;  when,  on  a  sudden,  as  iT  by  the  stroke  of 
a  torpedo,  the  proceedings  of  ihis  House  are  be- 
numbed. The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  after 
the  TOie  to  repeal  the  erDbargo,'ia  discharged,  a 
recointnitnieDt  takes  place,  and  what  is  the  result? 
The  mercantile  baromelet  iiot«n)y  went  down, 
bat  did  not  stop  at  the  point  at  which  ii  was 
before;  it  fell  evea  lower  than  ever.  It  now  is 
flueiuaiing  a  litite,  but  is  not  up  to  the  point  at 
which  it  Eiood  when  the  motion  was  originally 
made.  Now,  suppose  a  man  in  the  secret,  when 
thai  motion  was  made,  had  sold  oni,  perhaps,  to 
tbe  amount  of  half  a  million,  ai  an  advance  of 
from  25  to  33|  per  cent.;  a  few  days  afterward] 
he  would  be  able  to  buy  the  same  commodity  at 
perhaps  a  price  as  much  below  par  as  he  ra\6  it 
sboTe — making  a  difference  of  from  50  to  66iper 
cent.  Should  such  ^mbling  be  encouraged?  The 
people  want  to  know  what  way  we  are  going — 
whether  North  or  South,  Bast  or  West.  If  they 
could  guess,  within  fire  points  of  the  political  com- 
pass, (and  I  doubt  whether  wo  can  within  fifleen,) 
ihey  would  be  satisfied  r  they  will  know  what  they 
have  to  depend  on.  For,  whether  we  lake  off  [he 
embargo  intoto,or  par tialjy  remove  it  io  /aw, and 
wholly,  in  noiot  of  Jacl;  or  whether  we  shall  go 
to  war,  or  nave  a  non-iroportafion,  with  douhli 
duties  on  importation  to  procnre  a  rereDne.  isRo 
more  material  than  that  they  should  know  what 
we  are  going  to  do.  And  wnaierer  it  is,  let  us  dc 
it  with  all  poiisible  expedition.  Let  ns  decide. 
for  there  are  now  hot  a  tery  few  days  tti  the  end 
or  our  political  life :  and.  really,  with  this  son  of 
managemenl,  1  am  not  without  my  fears  that  the 
tessioD  will  be  spun  out  without  doing  anything, 
and  the  embargo  will  be  wholly  kept  on  till  the 
fonrlh  Monday  ofMay.   ' 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  he  fell  him: 
pelled  very  reluctantly  to  state  to  the  House  a  few 
of  those  rcBsotis  which  would  influence  him  to 
for  striking  out  the  12th  section  of  the  bill, 
those  depetideot  upon  it.    The  present  temper  of 
theHouEeaffords,indeed,hut  little  eocouragemenl 
(said  Mr.  C.)  to  say  a  single  word  on  the  subject. 
. .J    _  ..^  f|.pjjj  ^[j^j  jj^^  taken  place  while 


other  gen  tie  m 


1  this 


if  every  member  of  the  9iajorily  bad  made  up 
bi)  opinion,  and  felt  an  indisposition  to  hear  the 
question  examined.  This  however  cannot  justify 
roe  in  omitting  a  duty  I  deem  important.  1  hope 
also  I  shall  find  some  excuse  for  the  short  rime 
I  may  occupy,  in  the  circumstance,'  that  it  has 
npl  been  in  my  power  for  sometime  to  attend  the 
House,  and  have  not  therefore  had  the  benefit  of 
the  tUscussion  that  has  taken  place  on  this  sub- 
ject. Atid  this  may  be  nne  cause  of  the  great 
atirprise  I  feet  at  finding  the  House  at  this  mo- 
ment nccupying  a  ground  so  different  from  that 
they  occupied  a  few  weeks  ago.  It  may  be  If  1 
had  witnessed  the  several  steps  taken  in  the  pro- 
gress to  the  present  stage  of  the  business  mv  as- 
tonishment might  be  lesa,  but  I  do  not  believe 


my  approbation  of  the  presant  measure  wonld  he 
greater.  6,  JD  any  remarks  I  may  make,  mysnr- 
prise  al  and  opposition  to  ibia  measure  abonfd  be 
expressed  in  terms  ihat  may  b^  thought  by  somt 
either  too  harsh  or  too  strong,  I  trust  it  will  h« 
ascribed  to  the  proper  cause,  and  not  to  any  de- 
sign to  wbnnd  ine  feelings  oj  impea<^  ibe  ma- 
lives  of  any  gentleman.  J  imo  irhowerer  my 
duly  to  state  as  einlicitly  as  in  mj  power  to  my 
constituents  and  ine  nation  the  view  lenteriaia 
of  the  subject ;  and  as  consistency  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion.'of  some  importance  in  every  pttrauit  of  iif^ 
and  much  more  so  in  lpgis>ation  than  in  aiy 
other,  I  consider  it  necessary  to  endeavor  to  show 
that  my  conduct  in  voting  against  the  propoi«4 
measnre  of  a  partial  repeaTof  iheenbargxtiicoB- 
sistent  with  the  course  I  have  bereloftMe  panped 
and  the  opinions  I  have  expressed.  ITIeooMdo 
ibis  without  at  the  same  time  exposh^  what  ap- 
pears to  me  inconsistent  in  the  condaet  of  some 
other  members  of  this  House,  for  whom  I  eaier- 
lain  the  highest  reepCct,  it  would  give  me  mach 
pleasure;  but  this  may  not  probably  be  in  my 
power ;  for  really  it  appears  k>  me,  sir,  from  ibe 
observations  I  hare  made  during  the  fewboarsj 
have  latdy  been  able  to  aitedd  ibc  Hook,  chat 
something, like  enchantmei^t  bad  entered  ib«9e 
walls  and  thrown  iia  iaflupnce  over  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Home,  of  which  thtfy  are  snn- 
ble,  but  the'effects  of  which  they  do  not  wi>b  lo 
be  removed,  as  if  there  was  someihing  deliciont 
in  the  delusion  they  would  not  wilUagly  part 

The  Mate  of  my  health  will  not  permit  me  la 
discuss  at  length  the  merits  of  ibis  measure.  I 
shall  only  be  enabled  to  state  some  of  the  more 
prominent  reasons  that  induced  me  ro  vole  lot 
the  motion.  I  have  not,  as  already  slated,  beard 
all  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  this  sabject. 
I  shall  not,  therefore,  attempt  u>  answer  those  ot 
any  gentleman  in  particular,  hot  only  preseDi  the 
House  with  the  view  I  entertain  of  the  sabjm. 
If,  in  doing  this,  I  ahould  repeat  argofneDIa  ad* 
vanced  by  other  gentlemen,  as  probably  will  ba 
the  case,  I  shall  find  an  eieiise  in  the  reaaons  al- 
ready given. 

'  I  am  in  faror  of  the  non-inlercanrae  law  »aw 
before  Tou,  and  always  hare  been,  aa  eonnectrf 
'with  the  embargo;  believing  Ihoae'  comWaed 
measures  wtnild  constftate  a  atraag  and  eneweiie 
ivsiem  ibaj  would  operate  most  povreiMly  aa 
he  interestof  your  adversarien,  and  mainisiaiha 
ights,  iha  chatacter,  and  honor,  of  ya«r  owa 
country.  But  I  am  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  lb* 
embargo,  either  wholly  at  panially,  unless  yoa 
a  measure  at  least  equally  siroag  ia  is 
place.  This  was  my  opinion  tinea  the  tom- 
mencerocnt  of  the  session,  and  I  bad  fosdly  in- 
dulged ihs  hope  HDIi)  very  latelr  it  was  the  opia- 
ioo  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Hoose.  It  is  ay 
opininn  that,  under  existing  circnrasiasccv,  rke. 
best  interests  of  the  Dation,  at  w«ll  as  itl  bosM- 
and  character  abroad,  re<Jnire  the  embargo  ic  be 
cnctinned  until  the  lime  arrives,  at  which  it  will 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  takw,  in  tls  place,  a 
stronger  ground,  a  more  ^cient  meaantc  of  n- 
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tUtaac*,  whjeb,  in  my  rieir,  muat  b«  var  ali 
I  need  hardly  repeat  what  I  hare  already  suied 
on  ibis  floor,  that  it  bus  always  been  my  opiitioD, 
the  moment  yoa  retrace  your  steps,  or  abandon 
the  ground  yoa  bare  taken  by  a  reirt^radi 
tian,  you  sink  ttfe  character,  and  gife  a 
blow  10  the  honor  of  the  naiion.  You  have  ai- 
•umed  a  certain  »tand  ;  if  you  retreat,  yoa  ac- 
knovledge  at  least, a  partial  Ticiory  gemefh  by 
(he  enemy,  without  BiriVing  a  single  stroke,  and 
fix  a  iiaiQ  (in  the  reputation  of  your  country  that 
years  of  rtloroui  ueriions,  and  the  blnod  of  Ihou- 
■ands  of  your  brare  citizens,  will  hardly  e&ce. 
I  canpoi  beliere  tfae  puhlie  letnimeat  will  justify 
■ucb  a  measure;  and  in  lesn  ihan  six  months,  the 
members  of  this'  HoQse  will  be  conTineed  they 
bare  mistaken  the  present  disposiiioD  and  wishes 
of  tbe  .American  people,  if  ibey  sappoee,  as  ha* 
iieen  luggested,  ihey  would  wish  the  embargo 
removed  without  subsliruting  a  measure  at  li 
equally  ([roDK  in  its  place.  I  have  always"c 
tittered  it  a  slander  npOn  the  people  (o  auerc  they 
were  tinwilling  to  suffer  any  prirations,  or  meet 
even  all  the  ealamilies  of  war,  to  maiDtain  their 
rights  and  independence.  But,  at  thi«  time,  a 
eoDtiauaoee  of  ibe  embarga,  strengthened  by  a 
nOD-inieTcourse,  until  the  extra  session  in  May, 
would,  in-  m^  opinion,  best,  protnole  -ibe  real  In- 
lereslB  of  this  country,  aeaording  to  every  view 
that  c»ii  be  taken  of  the  subject.  I  consider  the 
present  the  most  ctilical  moment  thai  hasocear- 
red  for  a  long  time;  and'ihe  chane'esfor  a  gene- 
ral peace  in  Europe  greater  than  at  any  period 
since  the  cDmmeoeenient  of  (be  war.  It  (•  also 
the  most  likely  to  produce  an  accommodation 
beiweao  thia  ooanlry  and  the  belligerent  Powers.- 
If  the  subject  w«re  pursoed,  these  points  could  be 
estaUished  beyond  a  reasonable  dotibt.  '  It  can- 
not be  denied  that  Oreat  Britain  feels  yonr  em- 
bargo at  this  time  maeh  more  saverely  ibah  at 
any  former  period — that  its  pressure  is  incrnised 
ai  this  mominl  almost  a  thousand  fold.  She  is 
shut  onl  from  the  Continent,  whence  she  cm  re- 
ceive DO  inpplies,  and  where  she  cannot  find  a 
market  for  hei  manufactures.  For  fourteen 
months  she-  has  betai  subslautially  deprived  of 
snppKes  from  this  aoontry,  whatever  may  be  said 
respecting  tbe  evaiion  of  the  embargo.  Every 
eircnmiiaace  conspires  to  make  it  her  inisrest  at 
well  an  her  duly  to  adjmt  her  dJfiereDces  with 
your  Oovernn^eat.  Yoirr  own  people  have  eif 
dured  the  presanre  of  the  measure  during  the 
tame  time,  and  have  suffered  almost  all  the  diOl- 
eoltie*  tKey  would  have  to  beat  until  a  fair  and 
full  experiment  of  the  measure  was  made.  For 
I  am  and  always  have  bees  of  opiiwon,  if  you 
peraevered  in  the  em baiffo 'system  until  the  nest 
tesaioti  of  Congress  in  May,  it  would  not  be  for 
the  interest,  or  eoosbteni  with  the  honor  of  tbe 
DatioD  longer  to  continne  it.  During  that  ses- 
sion ait.  honorable  peace,  secaring  oar  rights,  or 
actual  war.must  probaUy  rnuli  from  the  present 
slate  of  things.  You  hare  but  two  or  three 
nontbt  longer  to  persevere  in  your  meast)re  to 
make  the  experiment  complete.  By  that  time 
the  lasuli  of  the  war  with  3p<uii  must  te  kntnrn— ■ 


the  £n*l  result  of  the  negotiations  between  the 
iireat'belliBereols'wili  also  be  ascertained.  Those 
Poifvers  will  have  taken  their  ground  ;  if  they  do 
not  withdraw  their  destructive  edicts  before  that 
lime,  I  would  say,  (what  the  whole  nation  would 
I  presume  support,)  ''it  is  in  vain  to  wait  longer 
relying  on  those  measures ;"  I  would  risk  all  the 
calamities  of  war,  rather  than  longer  submit  to 
Cbrei^n  aggressions.  But  to  repeat  the  embargo 
at  this  time,  is  to  expose  to  nil  the  hazard  of  cap- 
ture the  property  that  has  been  saved  by  it  for 
fonrleen  months,  and  for  the  pr«servBti«n  of 
wMcb  it  was  laid  and  borne  by  your  people  dur- 
ing that  lime;  and  which  will  in  all  probabiliiy 
be  swept  from  ihe  oeeKn  by  Ibe  craisers  of  the 
belligerents. 

If  those  Powers  would  have  taken  your  vessels 
when  the  embargo  was  laid,  what  is  there  to  pre- 
v^nt  them  from  lakiog  ihem  now'i  I  have  heard 
of  no  change  in  tfaeir  measures,  or  in  their  dispo- 
sitipn  towards  us;  no  such  thing  is  pretended.  I 
know  of  no  protection  we  can  now  aSord  our 
commerce  thai  we  could  not  iheo  have  given.  If 
it  is  proper  tbe  embargo  should  now  be  only  par- 
tial, il  eerlainly  uught  to  have  beeo  so  laid  origi- 
nally.  The  reverse  oi  this  must  also  be  true; 
which  is  Ihe  proposition  intended  to  be  estab- 
lished ;  that  if  sound  policy  required  the  embargo 
originally  to  be  reneral,  which  seems  to  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  those  who  voted  for  it,  it  ought 
Etill  to  eonlioueso;  and,  as  no  change  of  circum- 
stances has  taken  place,  there  is  nothing  to  jusliff 
a  change  of  measures.  I  am  not  for  war  at  thit 
time,  or  at  aoy  lime,  if  it  could  be  avoided  ;  but  I 
would,  at  this  moment,  vote  for  war  against  one 
or'boih  of  those  Powers,  rather  than  for  a  partial 
or  total  repeal  of  the  emburgo,  or  any  measure 
whatever,  that  would  degrade  the  nation.  I  am 
apposed  to  a  partial  repeal  of  (he. embargo,  ihe 
question  now  before  tbe  House,  because  it  is,  in 
:he  first  place,  surrendering  the  ground  yuu  have 
taken.  It,  also,  in  my  opinion,  amounts  substan- 
tially to  BubmissloB  to  both  Powers,  and,  in  fact 
and  practice,  is  submission  to  one — Qreat  Britaia, 
Tbe  ground  on  which  you  resisted  those  Powers, 
was,  ibat  as  ihey  bed  cut  off  your  trade  from 
Bi^rope,  you  would  cut  ofiT  Ibeir  supplies  from 
America.'  There  was  no  other  grohnd  on  which 
ih«  measure  would  be  supposed  to  operate eoer- 
cively.  By  the  proposed  partial  repeal  of  the 
embargo,  you  furniJti  Qreat  Britain  with  all  tfae 
supplies  she  may  want  from  yon,  at  her  oivn 
price,  as  there  will  be  little  or  no  competition  in 
the  market;  and,  in  addition,  you  deprive  yonr 
own  merchants  of  the  beneGi  ol  carrying  your 
produce  ibe  greater  pat(  of  the  voyage,  and  throw 
the  haods  of  those  or  Great  Britain.  You 
say  to  yourown  citizens,  you  shall  not  carry  your 
produce  direcily  to  Qreat  Britain,  hut  you  may 
go  to  Bartholomews,  or  to  Lisbon,  unless  it  be  in 
(be  possession  of  France,  whi(;h  however  is  yerj 

probable,  or  lo  Gottenberg,  if  nr" ' " — ' ' 

lion,  and  tbere  deposit  yonr  n 

isold,  a«  tbere  will  be  nootb.. 

ilil  Great  Britain  shall  receive  ii  at  her  own 

price).    She  will  only  have  to  wail  ouiil  Ihe 
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market  is  glutted,  which  will  be  ihe  case  in  a  few 
weeks,  10  gel  ic  si  a  price  less  Ibao  first  C0!t.  I 
must  ask  of  the  House  to  be  indulged  in  reading, 
IDsupport  of  this  statement,  part  of  a  report  made 
bv  the  Commiiiee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  this 
House,  some  time  ago,  whicli  conlains  taj  senti- 
menls,  and  which  I  wish  to  be  considered  as  part 
of  my  reasonioe  oa  this  subject.  It  begioa  on  the 
twelfth  page  of  the  report : 

"A  partial  repeal  must,  from  th«  mitaation  of  En- 
rope,  nsceMaril;  be  actnil  submiHian  to  one  of  the 
•ggreMorii  and  war  with  the  other.  The  lut  poailioa 
is  the  oiJy  one  on  which  there  ctn  bg  anj  donbt ;  and 
it  will  be  aoit  aatiifactorilj  demonalnted  bj  Mleetins. 
among  the  HTeral  modifications  which  might  be  Bug- 
gBsted,  that  which  may  on  first  liew  appear  the  least 
ezcepttonable ;  a  propositi<Tn  to  repeal  the  embargo,  so 
&r  as  relates  to  those  Powers  which  h»e  not  pasMd, 
oi  do  not  ereeuta,  any  decieea  injurious  to  the  neutral 
rig^ti  of  the  United  Slates. 

"  It  is  said  that  the  adoptiao  of  that  propoaitiou 
would  restore  our  commerce  with  the  Dattre  Powers  of 
Aaia  and  Africs,  and  with  Bpain,  Portugsl,  Sweden, 
and  Russia.  Let  this  be  taken  for  granted,  altbough 
the  precise  line  of  conduct  now  puraoed  by  most  of 
those  nations  in  relation  to  Ibe  United  States,  is  not 
correctly  ascertained.  So  br  as  relates  to  any  adian- 
lages  which  would  result  from  that  measure,  if  con- 
fined  to  its  ostensible  object,  it  will  be  safficient  to 
obaane  that  the  elports  of  articles  of  the  domwtic  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  dnring  the  year  ending  the 
80th  September,  1807,  amounted  to  $46,700,000,  and 
that  the  pottioD  expiH^ed  to  the  coitntries  above  enn- 
merated,  falls  short  of  seven  millions ;  an  amount  too 
inconsiderable  when  compared  with  the  bulk  of  our 
•iporta  to  deeerre  attention,  eien  if  a  question  a&eet- 
iog  the  independence  of  the  nation  was  to  be  decided 
faj  coneideratioQs  ol  immediate  profit. 

"But  the  true  effect  of  the  proposition  would  be  to 
open  an  bdirecl  trade  with  Great  Britain,  which 
Ihnnigh  St.  Bartholomew's  and  HsTans,  Lisbon,  Ca- 
dii,  or  Goltenburg,  would  receive,  at  prjcts  reduced  by 
glutted  markets,  and  for  want  of  competition,  all  the 

CTisions,  naval  stores,  raw  materials  for  her  manu- 
:Dres,  and  other  articles  which  she  may  wanU  Whe- 
ther she  wonld  be  satisfied  with  that  favorable  state  of 
thingSi  or  whether,  considering  that  boon  aa  a  pledge 
of  nnqnalifled  submission,  she  would,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  her  orders,  jtilarTupl  our  acalily  commetee 
with  Rnsaia,  and.  occasionally,  under  some  new  pre- 
text, capture  rather  than  purchase  the  cargoes  intended 
for  her  own  use,  is  equally  uncertain  and  unimportant 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  a  meaiore  which  would 
supply  Biclusively  one  of  the  belligerents,  would  be 
war  with  the  other.  Considered  merely  as  a  queittion 
of  profit,  it  would  be  much  more  eligible  at  once  to 
raise  the  embargo  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  as  we 
would  then,  at  least,  have  the  advantage  of  a  direct 
market  with  the  consumer.  But  the  proposition  can 
only  be  defended  on  the  ground  that  France  ii  the 
only  aggre«or,  and  that,  having  no  just  reason  to  com- 
. plain  of  England,  it  ii  our  duty  to  submit  to  her  ordera. 
On  that  inadmissible  supposition,  it  would  not  only  be 
more  candid,  but  also  a  more  dignified  as  well  as  more 
advanugeous  course,  openly  to  join  England,  and  to 
make  war  against  Prance.  The  object  would  be  cleai- 
1;  understood,  an  ally  wonld  be  obtained,  and  the 
means  of  submission  might  be  better  palliated." 
These  were  ■eniioieota  presented  to  the  House 


)BtbBaeo,ai  haviti^  brea  agrrsitg 
ibersoF  the  committee  whoir^ 


about  ihre 

by  all  the  meinbers'  ^... 

them  except  two,  and  considered  in  a  great  df^nt 
as  the  preTalent  opinion  of  a  grot  nujorii^  gf 
the  House.  How  the  gentleiuea  have  fonnd  it 
CODveDJeot  "since  to  change  their  opin jobs,  opt 
cialty  those  who  agreed  to  that  report,  ii  doi  ?« 
me  to«af_.  W^ai  circtunstances  liive  siacriakEi 
place  to  jtistifr  a  change,  are  wholly  Duknowg  to 
me.  But  as  I  cannot  recoocile  it  lomyielfts 
change  my  opinion  withont  some  rsioa  forn. 
and  belierJDg  what  was  (hen  foi  the  intoeu  of 
my  country  it  atill  to,  I  must  enlertain  the  ooe 
opinions  now  I  did  then;  and  canoatjnstiff  my- 
self to  the  nation  in  sbifiing  mj  ground,  wIki 
no  change  of  circumstances  has  taken  place  to 
authorize  it,  and  aayioK  that  what  was  inn  coa- 
sidered  dishonorable,  la  noir  become  lotonUe 
and  proper.  You  will  obserTe,  sir,  lliatTkenihe 
report  of  the  Commiltee  of  Poreiga  Briiiiem, 
together  with  the  resolution  aceompaayisc  die 
were  presenled,  in  whicli  it  wstiiticdihat 


Iher 


but  I 


enforcement  of  ihepreseiit  suspensioa  of  coat- 
meree,  meaning  ibe  embargo,  to  be  aided  by  a 
non-iatercourse  or  war,  it  never  enlfml  the  bead 
of  any  man  as  far  as  is  known  that  ifaenao-iDUt- 
course  was  to  be  cotisldered'a  sobslitatt  foi  the 
embargo.  And,  with  all  dae  deference  to  the 
opinioni  of  gentlemen,  I  can  see  as  mock  reaoa 
JQ  asserting  that  niglit  is  a  substilnie  for  day,  as 
that  a  non-intercourse  or  non-im  porta  lion,  a>  pro- 
posed, i(  a  substitute  for  the  embargo.  1  hate 
another  reason  which  opetaies  with  me  to  vole 
against  a  partial  repeal  of  the  embargo.  The 
present  state  of  things  renders  it  more  than  prob- 
able, that  we  shall  soon  have  to  eater  the  litis  of 
war  with  one  or  both  of  the  beliigereoi  Powers. 
Your  great  and  powcrfnl  enemy,  Great  Britain, 
has  now  within  your  territory  properly  to  the 
value  of  about  twenty  millions  sterjiog.  By  ibis 
very  measure  you  open  a  doorio  her  logei  home 
all  her  property,  and  in  those  very  articles,  too, 
which  she  most  wants  for  het  tiaannfacttires,  and 
for  supplies  of  provisions.  lDease,iheTefai«,yoa 
go  to  war,  you,  by  ihismeana,  deprive  yoiuseK  of 
the  strongest  hold  yon  could  have  upon  yoor  ea- 
emy.  .  Yes,  sir,  -you  do  this  at  tbe  very  point  of 
time  when  that  Power  which  has,  for  yean,  bees 
committing  every  species  of  depredation  on  too, 
is  evidently  on  Ibe  tenterhook  of  snfferiag.  lal 
probably,  on  the  point  of  relinquishing,  as  nec«*. 
sary  to  het  own  interest,  that  unjust  system  whiek 
you  have  long  been  coniestiog.  At  this  impM> 
taut  moment  you  step  forward,  «nd,  instead  of 
holding  out  till  the  result  is  known,  you  tkro* 
into  her  lap  all  she  can  require;  yon  give  her  yoat 
iradeand  surrender  your  neutral  rights  and  eliu- 
acter.  This  will  most  inilubiubly  be  the  ttsall 
of  lhi>  measure,  and  I  might  defy  its  friends  ta 
show  that  it  would  produce  any  other.  At  ibe 
very  time  when  your  own  people  are  rallyiq 
round  the  standard  of  their  Ooveranient ;  wbm 
they  are  about  to  shake  off  that  timidity,  ikit 
alarm,  that  restless  disposition  which  the  fint 
pietaure  occasioned  by  tbe  stiapeiuion  of  cMt- 
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Daiurally  produced ;  when  [hev  are,  in  ai- 
rery  quarter  of  iftt  Uniun,  declaring  iheir 
'}D,aad  solemaly  pledgiag^themselTes' 
)  support  your  raeasurei,  to  inaiataip  the  em- 


lut  submit — at  that  very  moment,  instead 
DTJted  by  a  simitar  patriotic  CQihusiasin  tolbrow 
'oursetre*  in  frooi,  and  to  lead  them  oa  to  the 
lonoraMe  contest,  yoU. abandon  .the  ground  you 
lare  alriiBdy  occupied,  you  check  their  .generous 
nihusiasm,  and  leare  ihera  the  mortitication  of 
eeiog  tbeir  country  disgraced,  and  their  be^c 
nteie^issacriScvJ  by  a  timid,  temporizing  policy, 
bat  must,  ir  persevered  in,  rain  the  uatiaD.  The 
•eople  already  feel  the  reproach  your  meaiure 
vill  draff  dowQ  upon  tbem  from  foreign  nations, 
hey  tell  yon,  in  the  stron^st  terms,  that  you 
lave  deserted  your  former  ground,  which  tbev 
vere  ready  atid  nilliog  to  support  {and  they  will, 
ir,  shortly  tell  you  so,  Id  a  tooe  that  will- make 
aaoy  Of  the  aovbcates  of  this  fatDous  noa-de- 
cript  messare  tremble  in  rbeir  political  seals. 
3ir,  I  once  before  stated  oa  Ihia  floor,  wheti  I  had 
10  idea  that  I  should  eter  have  to.oppose  a  meas- 
ire  of  this  kind,  supported  by  those  who  appear 
lOW  to  be  its  friends,  that  sticb.wunld  be  the  very 
'   yolir   bitterest   enemy,   Great    Bril 


ted  to  an 
I  efleel  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
e'  opinion,  for  he 


pould  wiak  you  to  adopt;  that.ifshe'had  an  agent 
n  this  floor,  she  could  not  present  to  this  House 
.  measure  belter  ealcnlated  to  answer  her  pur- 
<oses,1ind  lo  -,«.,. 

il.    1  atn  sli 

vill  prevent,  in  a  great  degree,  all  trade  to  France, 
nd  thus  throw  Into  her  hands  all  yoor  produce, 
II  the  supplies  she  wants,  through  the  medium  of 
lepots,  more  advantageous  to  her  and  more  ruin- 
<us  lo  y<iu  than  if  she  had  s  direct  trade  with  you, 
cannot,  sir,  change'  my  opinion  of  the  measure 
temanded  bv  (he  true  interest  of  this  country  on 
.ccountof  the  yell  of  iosurreciton,  rebellion,  or 
everance  of  the  States,  however  loudly  vi>cifer- 
ited  in  certain  quarters  of  the  Union.  I  caoiKit, 
in  ibis  account,  see  onr  relations  with  foreign 
?owers  in'  a  different  point  of  view  from  that 
vhich  they  before  presented  to  me;  ifaey  slill  ap- 

There  is  another  reason  which  powerfully  ope- 


f  much  importance, 
hongh  not  equal  to  that  which  I  have  suted-  It 
s  this:  thai  though  you  relieve  your  enemy,  you 
lo  not  furnish  any  substantial  relief  to  your  own 
>eople.  No,  sir;  I  em  convinced  that,  in  less 
.han  three  monlhs  from  this  day,  should  this 
neasure  succeed,  produce  will  sink  Itelow  the 
>rice  which  it  now  bears,  or  has  borne  for  the 
asl  year.  There  are  but  few  places  to  which  you 
San  go,  and  those  will  naturally  become  gluiled 
or  want  of  cOmpelitian;and,  in  a  tborl  time,  the 
irices  wilt  not  pay  the  original  cost.  It  will, 
:b«refore,  afford  no  substantial  relief.  The  relief, 
DO,  which  it  may  afford  will  be  partial,  confined 
:o  certain  portions  of  the  Union,  and  not  equally 
Koeficial  lu  the  whole.  Tobacco  will  Snd  no 
narket;  cotton  a  temporary  market  oAly — for, 
illbough  Great  Britain  will  Keeiye  it,  y«t,  a*  w< 


have  mora  on  hand  than  she  will  immediately 
want,  or  can  make  use  of,  and  as  we  cannot  jjo 
to  France,  and  our  trade  lo  the  Continent  will 
undautatedly  be  interriipted  by  Great  Britain,  she 
has  nothing  to  do  but  wait  a  few  days,  weeks,  or 
months:  and  buy  it  at  her  own  price. 

Another  ground  has  some  weight  on  my  mind, 
and  I  conceive  ought  lo  have  some  weight  witk 
every  member  of  iJiis  House.  1  dp  believe  Ibia 
measure,  unless  considered  by  Qreat  Britain  as  • 
favor  to  her,  unless  she  believes  you  have  at  lait 


Men  the  propriety  of  taking  pan  with  her  i 
contest  against  France,  will  produi 


that  of  the  most  disastrous  kind,  upon  your  own 
commerce.  So  soon  as  your  immense  commei* 
cial  property  is  again  afioat  on  the  ocean,  yaar 
enemiet^  who  have  told  you  from  time  to  tima 
that  yoTXi  measures  were  of  a  hostile  nature,  will 
find  It  convenieat  to  consider  the  couree  you  are 
now  to  take  as  sufficient  cause  of  war,  and  will. 


under   this  or  some  othe 


J't 


I,  sweep  your 


property  from  the  ocean,an({  this  you  oannolpra- 
vent ;  you  have  net  the  means  of  protecting  your 
commerce,  aitd  what  ia  stilt  mote  provoking,  tbia 
will  take  place  after  you  have  imposed,  for  more 
than  a  year,  a  severe  pressure  on  the  people,  for 
the  espreas  purpose  of  preserving  your  trade  from 

Srecisely  such  a  fate  asl  thiakit  will  sbare.  Yon 
nve  heretofore  saved  your  property  and  seamen 
by  the  embargo.  This  is  not  denied  by  any  hu- 
man being  of  common  sense  and  candor.  I  con- 
ceive you  are  now  about  lu  throw  at  the  mercy 
of  Oceat  Britain  your  whole  commerce  and  sea- 
men that  have  been  so  long  preserved  from  hei 
graap.  This  appears  a  strong  Teasno  against  r» 
scinding  the  embargo,  more  especially  as  it  will 
afford  your  own  people  no  substantial  relief, 
who  must  still  sastain-the  precsure  of  low  prieea 
and  markets  for  their  produce. . 

There  is  another  reason  that  operates  coneln- 
sively  with  me  to  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo; there  is  no  adequate  substitute  proposed 
in  its  place.  You  are  told  indeed  by  some  gen- 
tlemen that  the  nan-intercourse  is  a  complete 
substitute  for  it,  and  a  more  efficient  measure.  I 
could  hardly  believe,  if  I  had  not  heard  the  as- 
sertion made,  that  any  man  who  had  reflected  on 
the  subject  would  hazard  sucb  an  opinion.  The 
noD-iotercourse,  or  rather  non-imporiaiioD,  de- 
prives your  enemies  only  of  a  market  for  iheii 
manufactures.  It  cannot,  therefore,  produce  any 
immediate  effect,  Qreat  Biiiain  sends  you  her 
goods  in  semt-annual  exportalions;  she  could  not 
of  course  feel  its  effects  sensibly  in  less  than  six 
months  or  a  year.  On  the  other  baud,  the  em- 
bargo deprives  her  of  supplies — of  the  proviiiona 
naeeisary  for  ihe  support  of  her  people,  and  the 
raw  nuterials  necessary  for  her  manufaciurea. 
The  loss  of  these  she  would  certainly  feel  mneh 
more  sensibly  than  the  want  of  a  market  for  har 
goods.  Besides,  the  embargo  has  been  preasinc 
severely  upon  her  more  than  a  year,  and  its  el- 
feci&are  at  this  time  nrast  seriously  felt  through 
all  her  dominions.  To  say,  therefore,  that  the 
non-importation  is  a  complete  substitute  for,  oi 
isaa  strong  a  measure  as  the  embargo,  appaan 
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to  me  as  ibiurd  is  Id  iMcrt  that  midnight  dark- 
neii  is  a»  briglit  as  the  ncxiDday  lun.  There  ii 
one  other  eifcuiniiance  which  would  ■eem  to 
Mit  this  point  beyond  ell  doubt.  The  embargo 
II  to  Im  repealed  on  the  4ih  of  March,  the  tion- 
inlercoarse  or  non-importation  is  not  la  lake  ef- 
feet  uBiil  the  20th  of  May,  of  coarse  there  la  a 
ehaiiD  between  the  termination  of  the  on*  and 
th«  eommeneemeiit  of  the  oiher  of  more  than 
two  monihB ;  during  this  time  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended there  is  any  substitute  whatever  for  the 
«tnbarfto,  unless  geniietnen  can  fancy  the  shade 
«f  the  Don-intercoursi  will  anticipate  its  real  ex- 
istence and  fill  up  the  chasm.  During  Ibis  period, 
tliMi.  there  ii  neither  embargo  nor  non-inter- 
coarKP,  nor  even  the  pretest  of  a  tubatiiuie  of 
soy  kind;  it  is  a  void  to  be  filled  up  with  the 
oflariBg  of  humble  tubmiaiioi)  and  national  Jeg- 
rcdatjon.  Again :  it  appean  to  be  a  very  sfene- 
nl  opinion  that  during  the  next  fcssion,  \(  jus- 
tice be  not  done  us  by  the  belligerents,  war  mnsi 
be  the  result  1  that  it  would  not  comport  with  the 
ioterekt,  the  honor,  oi  iudependenee  of  the  nation 
longer  to  endure  aggrestiona.  The  non-inter- 
eouree  expires  at  the  end  of  the  lessioa ;  its  du- 
imtion  cannot,  as  now  Ijmiied,  exceed  a  few 
weeks)  its  life  jnd  death  mighl  b«  announced 
klmosl  by  tbe  eatne  toU.  Wilh  vhat  pretext, 
ibeo,  genil«nei)  can  eoneider  it  a  iubalitute  for 
tbe  embargo,  or  calculate  on  its  coeiciTe  opera- 
tions, is  difficult  to  coitccire. 

There  is  another  ffroUnd  of  objection  to  this 
naasnre  which  has  been  itoticed  by  the  gentle- 
nan  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D.  R,  Wil- 
liams,) and  urged  with  coniiderabte force,  which 
is  this:  That  putting  the  non- intercourse  in  plaoe 
of  the  embargo,  reKeves  one  part  of  the  Union, 
«nd  imposes  the  pressure  upon  ibe  other  part. 
The  embargo  operates  equally  In  a  greet  degree 
on  tbe  different  parts  of  the  Union.  The  non- 
Wtercourse  would  press  most  sererely  on  the 
Bouihem  and  Western  States,  who  depend  ebief- 
Ir  on  the  immediate  exchange  of  iheir  produc- 
tions for  foreign  goods,  and  would  throw  almost 
tbe  whole  commerce  of  the  nation  into  the  hands 
of  ihe  Eaitern  States,  without  coiUpetiiion,  and 
also  add  a  premium  on  their  manufactures  at  the 
eipeniie  of  tbe  agrkultoral  interest  to  the  Sooih 
and  Wesi.'  Foreign  goods  being  excluded,  the 
tnaoufaciurinfc  States  would  furnish  the  rest  of 
the  Union  with  their  manufactured  goods  at  their 
own  prices.  Hence  the  aon-iatercaurse  would 
opetate  partially  against  tbe  Southarnand  West- 
era,  and  lompletely  in  faror  of  the  Easieni 
Btatei,  and  hence  tbe  most  cogent  reisoos  I  have 
yet  discovered  why  the  Eastern  gentlemen  are 
■tmoal  to  a  man  in  favor  of  it.  1  shall  always 
Ael  disposed  to  support  measures  that  operate  as 
finally  as  possible  on  the  different  pares  of  the 
Union,  but  shall  deem  it  myduty  lo  oppose  such 
AS  onerate  partially  j  and  shall  feel  it  more  par- 
ticularly my  duty  lo  resist  sue b  when  their  ef- 
fects are  against  the  interest  of  those  I  bare  the 
boner  to  represenL  I  had  suppoied  a  correct 
«ew  of  the  effects  of  this  measure  wauld  hare 
Ueii  «0Dfilnsive  with  amy  nwmbej  from  the 


Bouihem  and  Western  Siatck  to  vote  against  it. 
I  will  briefly  notice  here  a  proposition  as  con- 
nected with  ibis  snbjaet,  which  bas  been  fre- 
quently mentioned  in  discussion,  as  Well  a»  in 
private,  as  a  substitute  fbr  the  embargo,  which  is, 
to  authorize  your  merchant  vessels  to  arm  for  de- 
fence against  the  belligerent  Powers.  This  ap- 
pear* to  mt  a  novel,  weak,  and  undignified  meas- 
ure. It  would  afi«rd  no  subsiaDliat  protection  u 
your  conmeiice,  night  irritate, but  conid  not  sen- 
sibly Injure  your  enemies,  and  being  unknown  to 
tbe  law  of  nations  in  the  shape  proposed  to  be 
adopted,  wonld  at  least  have  the  appearmee.  if 
no  more,  of  ininslice.  It  is  believed  to  be  unpre- 
eedenied  in  the  aonals  of  nations  to  authorize 
merchant  Vessels  to  arm  for  defence  ageinii  tbe 
public  ships  of  civilized  Powers  in  whow  Gor- 
ernmenls  there  is  ground  to  place  confidence. 
You  arm  against  pirates  as  you  do  against  rob- 
bers, because  you  have  no  confidence  ia  their 
justice,  or  regard  for  the  commoo  rights  of  soci- 
ety, and  feel  do  security  even  in  their  peoeiised 
friemlship. 

When,  therefore,  you  Botbariza  your  raercbatit 
vesaels  to  arm  against  Qreat  Britain  and  Prance, 
to  the  world  that  they  ate  in  noi 
ife*,  worse  than  Ibe  Barbary  Pow- 
ers; yon  ireailbem  as  snGh,and  avowvour  want 
of  confidence  in  their  Goveramenis,  hws,  and 
treaties;  in  fact  it  would  amoum  to  a  dedara- 
tlon  that  you  would  have  no  treatiea  with  them. 
How  those-  Powers  would  act  on  sach  an  occa^ 
Non  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say. 

if  your  laerijhcat  vessels  were  merely  permit- 
ted to  arm  without  any  express  authority  from 
Qovemment,  they  would  be  considered  as  pitaiea, 
and  treated  as  such  by  every  Power  with  whose 
cruisers  they  came  in  collisieit.  If  on  the  other 
band  you  give  them  express  authority  to  arm, 


duet;  you  wiU  have  to  account  for  their  aels, 
and  they  will  undoubtedly  involve  yon  in  war. 
These  reasons  Ri^)eared  to  ma  to  be  so  eoncliMTe 
against  aifoptiag  this  measure,  that  it  was  mat- 
ter of  some  surprise  to  hear  it  so  qTibh  noticed 
with  approbation  in  private  conversations,  as  well 
as  on  Inis  floor. 

It  bas  been  said  in  snpport  of  the  propositioD, 
that  on  a  former  occasion  in  tfais  QovetiKncBt 
y9li  passed  a  law  euthoiizins  merchant  vessels  to 
arm  against  France.  1  shsU  not  at  ibis  time  in- 
vesligaie  this  subject  at  any  considerable  leitgth, 
but  will  only  refer  tbe  House  to  the  laws  passed 
at  that  time  respecting  it ;  and  gentlemen  will 
•ec  thai  so  far  frwn  arming  oai  merchant  vessel* 
alone  (or  tbe  proieuiioa  of  commerce,  it  was  a 
regular  ayste^  of  war  commenced  and  cnrtiad 
into  effect  by  several  kws,  all  passed  in  >  few 
days.  Tbe  system  of  argiiog  our  merohaat  ves- 
sels alone  was  never  calcnlaied  on  aa  a  aepwste 
measDre,  and  could  not  have  been  iotended  to  be 
carried  into  practice,  without  authorized  var,aad 
reference  to  the  laws  th«nselve«  wiU  prove  ibis. 
The  first  law  paned  at  that  time  on  ifae  subject 
bean  dale  tbe  88itk  of  iivf,  1798^  it  mutborizerf 
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the  PfMJdcDtor  thaUoiin)  Slaita  "to  iastruct 
'  Knd  direct  the  oomiDaiMlera  of  (be  armed  resnl* 
'  beloDgiDg to tlie  United  Stales  towise,  tike, and 
'  brin^  intOBoy  port  ortheUfited  Stales,  lobe  pi o- 

*  needed  agtiost  ftceofdibg  lo-tbe  laws  of  naitoBri, 

*  any  fueh  armed  Yes»el  whicb  shall  bare  com- 

*  milled,  or  which  sbsll  bs  found  boTeriag  on.tbe 
'  coast  of  the  United  States,  for  the  (iurpose  of 

*  cammiiiiDg  depredaiioDs  on  the  vessels  Delong- 

*  ins  to  ciUieits  thereof  i  aad  also  to  reuke.aay 
'  ibi^  or  vessel  of  abr  eitizea  or  ejiizeas  of  the 
'  Uoited  States,  nbien  raa;  bare  beeo'capcated 
'  by  a?y  sUch  ariAed  *esaela."  The  Dext  law 
'wbich  passed  oa  ibe  30tb  of  Jiioe,  1708,  ii  tbe  law 
■Itodeii  lo,  auiharizio^  merehaiit  vessels  to  "ap- 
'  pose  and  deietiil  ssaioit  any  search,  restraint,  or 

*  seizure,  which  shall  be  atlempred  upoa  sucb  re»- 
'*  set  or  upon  any  other  vessel  owned  as  aforeaaid. 
'  by  Iha  commander  or  crew  of  any  armed  vessel 
'sajlinf  under  Prfneh 'e^ors,  or  aeliDg,  or  pra- 
'  leading  lo  act,  by  oif  under  the  aath«ri(y  of  the 
'  FfeDch  Republic ;  and  to  repel  by  force  aoy  a»- 
'  sanlt  or  hostility  which  sfaall  be  made  or  com- 
'  laiited'OD  rhe  pari  of  inch  French  or  preteDded 

*  FreocB  vessel  pOrsoiBg  such  ai(efnpt,"«nd  may- 

*  luMue  and  captureihe  same  ;  and  raay^  also  re- 
'  take  any  vessel  owned  a*  aforesaid,  wbieh  may 
'  have  bMB  capiurad,"  &>c. 

Wbat  wa<  the  result  of  this  law  1  Before  your 
■nercbaot  vessels  could  enn  and  be  prepared  for 
aea,  before  this  m<>sare,BO'exlrBordinary  in  ilielf, 
if  GOosidcHd  separately,  could  becarrled  into  ef- 
fect, or  praetided  upon,  od  the  9ihof  July  follow- 
■Bg,  only  foUTieeu  days  after  iu  adopticD,  a  law 
was  passed,  evidaaily  a  part  of  the  i»'me  system 
and  most  probably  t)efore  the  Legislature  at  the 
aametime,  authorizing  tbe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  instruct  tbe  commanders  of  the  pub- 
lic armed  vessels  olVibe  United  Slates  to  subdne, 
s«ize,  and  lake  armid  Freitch  vessels,  Ste.,  whe(«- 
ever  found,  &.c.,  and  also  logrant  to  the  owners  of 
privBte  armed  ships  abd  vessels  of  the  United 
States  who  shall  make  application  iberefor,s|tecial 
commisKJons,  &.C.,  auibortzing  tbeoi  to  subdne, 
•eize,  and  capture,  irmed  French  vessels,  Sk.,  m 
tbe  same  manner  as  tbe  public  armed  resielt  of 
the  Dniled  States  mly  beby  law,  itc.  Xbis  was 
.In  subsiaoee  and  efibct  issnfog  letters  of  nurqae 
and  reprisal. 

'  [Mt.  RandoIiPii  asked  leave  to  explain — Mr. 
Campbell  gave  way.  Mr.  Rahdolpb;  As  tbe 
gaattefnan  who  has  jast  given  Way  to  me  was 
noi  in  the  Hduee  ai  the  time  that  some  observa- 
tions were  made  by  myself  on  this  aabjeet,  I«ould 
Dot  soppose  that  he  bad  alludiid  to  ili«m.  They 
were  made  in  reply  to  myfriend  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLtAHe.)  Uoqoestiosably 
the  gentleman  is  totally  mistaken  ia  the  view 
irhich  he  has  taken  of  the  proposition,  if  he  refers 
to  that  made  E>y  mysilf  for  arming  out  merchant- 
men. And  cefuialy  it  is  not  matter  of.  surprise 
thai  he  should  be  so  mistaken,  u  he  is  mistaheu 
«a  to  the  operation  of  ihls  bill.  He  says  the  non- 
intercourse  will  not  lake  place  till  next  Summer, 
tbougb  the  hot  is  direaily  the  reverae ;  and  he  is 
-cqtially  toisiakaa  as  to  the  opention  of  that  law, 


which  be  says  granted  letters  of  maniue  and  re- 
prisal, whiob  auihoriaed  the  capture  of  armed 
vessels  only,  and  not  of  unarmed  vessels.  Ihar« 
Dothiog  more  to  say  at  this  time.] 

Mr.  CAMPBBt-L  said,  he  really  did  not  p«rceive 
the  Aecessiiy  these  was  for  ih«  genllemcn  to  say 
anything  on  tbe  pteseai  occasion  ;  for  he  did  not 
hear  the  ohscrvaiieos  he  had  made  on  ibis  subject 
wheq  formerly  l^efore  tbe  Hoose;  aod  did  not 
allude  to  him  at  all.  In  regard  to'  mfsiakea,  said 
Mr.  C,  I  presume  the  genllemen  attends  more 
to  those  01  oth«rs,  than  to  bis, own.  The  lime 
ps opoaed  for  lbs  non-intercourse  to  commerce,  ia 
Mated  in  the  bill,  which  is  on  every  man's  ItiUe; 
and  is  the  20(h  of  May.  There  could  therefore 
be  no  mistake' On  this  point.  I  did  not  even  know 
the  gentlemen  had  made  such  proposition  a*  its 
stales  in  regard  to  permitting  mercbasl  vsasels  to 
ann,  aad  1  could  icarely  believe  any  one  wonU 
seriously  risk  his  rapatation  in  making  soch.  I 
merely  noused.  the  proposiiioo  as  it  his  been  frtt- 
qnenily  mantiooed  in  discussioa  and  io  oanversa- 
tioni  Tbelawa  which  I  quoted  are  preoiiely  h 
1  bkva  stated  ihem;  there  was  do  taisiaka  what- 
ever made  in  r^ard  to  ihem,  and  the  gentleman 
can  point  out.noae.  And  in  order  to  show  tlie 
Hodse  that  in  this  lesDeot  thegeatlenan  binsalf 
must  have  be«a  mistaken,  I  will  turn  to  the  lawa 
and  raad  those  parts  to  wbrch  I  before  alluded. 

[.Here  Mr.  CAMriELL  read  the  laws  befone 
quoted]. 

.  TbeHoDsq  muat  qow  perceive  those  Ixws  WHe 
eorreotly- stated.  They  auiborijed  the  eaptnre 
of  all  armed  French  vessels,  by  ihe  public  and 
private  trroed  vessels  of  tbe  United  Stales.  With 
regard  lo  the  practieil  conslruction  K>*en  to  tiM 
terms  "lettersof  marqseaad  repriaall''  very  little 
'Will  be  found  on  the  subject  in  the  writing*  ttf 
the  bast  jttrisu,  with  which  we  are  aqquaiated. 
Tbe  meaning-of  the  terms  ihemsilves  wanld  •■- 
able  us  to  form  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  aalhar- 
iiy  they  wttutdgiv e — and  the  authority  to  capture 
armed  vessels  ii  as  much  within  their  meaniag. 
and  has  I  presume  been  always  so  coosiderM 
until  this  time,  as  tbe  auiboriiy  to  capture  un- 
armed vaseli.  Letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
might  include  the  aalhority  to  oaptuie  citbar 
vaaseh  of  the  one  or  both  descriptions.  The  an- 
tbority  however  given  by  the  law  in  question  waa 
loeaptureall  French  armed  vessels,  public  as  well 
as  private,  and  clearly  proves  the  position  I  have 
taken,  that  the  object  was  open  war  with  Ftance ; 
that  tnere  was  no  iutention  of  reiving  on  arming 
yedr  merabant  vessels  for  the  defence  of  con- 
Baerca^  without  war;  that  when  Qovernment  aa- 
thorizrd  their  merohant  vessels  to  arm  for  defenee, 
the^  did  il  as  a  part  of  a  system  of  open  war, 
which  was  then  in  a.  stale  of  preparation,  and 
iiamediaiely  afterwards  carried  into  effiect.  In 
this  thay  acted  coniistently  with  the  practioehera- 
lofore  of  civilized  nationi.  And  it  is  believed  no 
iostatkce'can  be  addnced^f  one  civilized  natioD's 
authorizing  her  nMrchant  vessels  to  arm  for  de- 
fence againsi  the  poblie  vessels  of  another  civit- 
ized  nation,  wiih  whom  the  formar  was  at  iha 
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It  WBI  not  mj  intcDtioD,  air,  to  htfe  deuioed 
th<  Home  10  loDg.  To  ihcir  iadulfivoce  I  owe 
KD  sckDowttdgmeDt.  1  will  cIom  the  Tetnarki 
I  have  to  make,  hj  briefly  repeatlDg — that  belier- 
ittg,  u  I  do,  thai  the  prupoicd  pariial  repeal  of 
the  embargo  will  b«  abaodoDing  the  graand  of 
retiilanca  to  foreiga  aggrMsioDB  we  hare  laken, 
vill  degrade  the  EoDor  and  character  of  ihe  oa- 
tion — will  not  afford  any  subitaniial  relief  to  yoDr 
own  people;  that  you  adopt  no  realaabsiiiute  in 
iti  place — that  it  will  faror  the  viewi  of  your 
enemieB  at  borne  and  abroad,  whilit  it  will  disap- 
point and  damp  the  ipiriia  of  your  best  friend*, 
and  incur  the  diaapprobalion  of  a  great  majority 
of  the  AmericiD  people;  and  also  in  addition  lo 
atltbia  it  will  most  probably  produce  a  war  of 
depredation  in  which  your  commerce  will  become 
an  eaay  and  lure  prey  lo  your  eoemiea ;  believinc 
■U  this  I  aiD  decidedly  op poied  to  it,  and  shall 
TotB  in  faTor  of  (be  iiioiioa  to  strike  oat  Ibe  section. 
Should  Ibis  motion  not  prevail,  as  will  proba- 
bly be  the  case,  1  will  not  at  present  declare  what 
my  vote  may  be  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill. 
It  tometiroes  become^  necessary  to  make  a  choice, 
though  ii  will  be  a  very  relociaot  duty,  between 
•rila ;  we  are  conipellea  to  lake  the  less  in  order 
to  avoid  the  greater.    This  taay  probably  be  such 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  (here  was  not  a  clearer 

Sroposition  under  the  sun,  iban  that  tbe  embargo 
ad  been  and  was  still  the  shield  of  our  safety. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  seasioa  be  bad  staled  his 
impression  that  there  were  but  three  alternatives, 
logo  to  war,  continue  the  embargo,  or  to  submit. 
He  was  ilill  of  the  lame  opinion,  and  thought  it 
demonstrable  that  every  proposition  made,  which 
had  fur  its  object  the  removal  of  the  embargo, 
waa  either  war  or  auhmistion. 

Take  off  tbe  embargo,  said  he,  in  any  way  you 
pleaae,  if  the  outers  And  decrees  remain  in  force, 
ud  whereeanyougo'?  Only  into  tnioble.  The 
embargo  did  and  does  prevent  Great  Britain  from 
(Ctiing  your  property  under  the  Ordera  in  Coun- 
cil. The  mcrcbantsof  ihiseooniry,  whenorders 
wereiaaued  by  Qreat  Britain  which  did  not  go 
half  10  far  as  at  present,  forced  upon  you  the  pro- 
hibitory law.  I  did  not  wish  it.  I  thought  the 
meaaure  was  unwise.  At  that  lime  the  Chesa- 
peake had  not  beea  attacked.  Those  decrees  had 
not  been  issued,  which  now  make  me  wish  lo 
«ODiinue  tha  embargo  for  a  longer  time.  I  would 
try  it  till  September.  I  have  slated  before  to  the 
House,  ihat  if  we  went  into  the  war  we  should 
be  thrown  on  the  side  of  France— I  hope  not 
into  her  arms,  for  I  want  no  entaDgting  alliRncei<, 
DOT  lreaties,more  than  we  are  compelled  to  msfae. 
finppwe  you  repeal  the  embargo,  and  in  order  to 
«0 10  France,Grst  go  to  England  and  pay  her  what 
duly  she  chooses  lo  exact.  Would  not  that  be 
aubmission  ?  Suppose  you  refuse  to  trade  with 
France  ia  conseqneoceof  the  Orders  ia  Council- 
Would  not  that  be  mbmisaian  1  Both  these  eases 
would  to  my  miitd  be  submission ;  and  that  all 
Ihe  evils  imputed  to  the  embargo  are  charge- 
able to  tb"  deoreea  and  orders,  I  believe,  as  1  do 
that  this  meaaute  ha*  saved  yoo  from)  (heir  adm- 


rious  doings.  Let  your  merchants  out,  and,  do 
matter  where  they  go,  the  whole  system  is  at  an 
end.  The  merchants  will  trade  to  Englaad.  Let 
it  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Erskine,  in  one  of  his 
letters  lo  Mr.  Mkdisoo,  dated  that  ifae  object  of 
the  duty  on  cotton  was  to  prevent  the  manufa^ 
turet  of  Prance  from  rivalling  the  manufBeiure* 
of  Great  Briiain.  Do  you  expect  iheo,  that  Cheat 
Britain  will  let  the  cotion  go  free?  No,  str. 
How  is  it  with  another  article— tobacco 7  I  talk 
about  these  articles,  sir,  because  they  ate  the  pro- 
duet  of  my  constiluenta,  by  ibe  culture  of  which 
they  live.  Of  this  article  Qreat  Britain  codsbdk* 
about  one-seventh  of  our  whole  export^  Fiance 
two-fifths.  Upon  this  two-fifths  of  our  whole  ex- 
port, a  tax  of  three  dollars  per  hundred  weigbi  is 
imp<»ed,  almost  equal  to  its  whole  current  raJae 
ia  this  country.  Sir.  I  was  opposed  to  tbe  50  per 
cent,  additional  dutv  bill ;  but  when  that  duly  on 
imparts  is  eomparea  with  the  duty  which  Great 
Britaio  lays  on  our  exports,  which  we  have  not 
the  power  to  lax  at  all,  the  duty  sinks  to  nothing. 
We  are  contending  for  our  existence  as  a  nailon. 
It  has  been  said,  a  iboasaod  times  said,  in  this 
House,  that  tribute  ought  to  be  put  out  of  the 
quention.  Sir,  suppose  this  tax  had  been  laid  on 
Ine  tonnage  of  our  vessels,  iusiead  of  the  product 
of  (he  soil,  should  we  have  been  told  out  to  repeat 
the  word  tribute  so  often  1  You  might  as  well 
ask  the  people  of  this  country  to  rescind  the  Dee- 
latation  of  Indep«idence,  as  to  ask  them  to  per- 
mit their  properly  to  be  taxed  as  a  foreiet)  Gov- 
ernment pleases.  Whenever  geotlementalkabout 
taxes,  and  cati  coolly  see  a  foreigs  nation  tax  ihia 
community  more  than  the  QeoeraL  and  Slate 
GovernmeoiH  united,  I  scarcely  know  how  to  ex- 
tiress  my  wonder  at  their  apathy.  The  uxes  laid 
oy  Qreat  Briiain  on  the  soil  amount  to  more  than 
the  taxes  laid  in  this  nation  by  corporationi, 
towns,  Stale  and  Qeneral  Qovcrnmeni^  all  put 
together. 

If  yoat  merchaoU  go  out  under  this  bill,  in  mr 
opinion  they  will  evade  it  in  tbe  way  in  vhien 
Great  Briiam  has  evaded  the  French  law-,  and 
there  is  no  way  lo  keep  out  of  war,  and  at  tbe 
same  lime  avoid  paying  tribute,  if  the  embargo 
be  thus  repealed,  i  had  rather  hare  British  cus- 
tom-house officers  here  at  once,  aud  be  done  wilk 
it.  Reverse  this  thing  for  a  moment.  Suppoie 
thai  the  United  States  and  Spain  were  at  war, 
and  tbe  Uniied  Slates  were  to  My  that  Gteal 
Britain  should'  carry  nothing  to  or  from  the 
Spankh  colonies  without  coming  here  and  pty- 
'  ig  an  enormous  lax  on  it — we  should  be  ifaougot 


produce  to  Great  Britaini  and,  if  you  d 
not  there  sell  it,  to  purchase  a  license  to  export  it- 
Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  what  has  been 
several  limea  said,  that  if  we  go  lo  war  wii^ 
France,  we  need  not  pay  any  tribute.  But,  sir, 
were  we  to  go  to  war  with  France,  thus  to  avoia 
that  duty,  it  would  be  ibe  basest  submission,  and 
you  bad  better  go  tod  pay  it  at  once. 

A  thousand  contradictory  (hiDgt   have  been 
•onjuied  up  in  the  course  of  ibia  debatb    At  one 
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time  you. are  lold  thst  Omt  Bdlain  does  not 
value  CsDida  or  yoa.  At  aoiUher  moment,  in 
tfae  feftilitf  of  gentlemeD's  imaginalioaa,  colloo 
Rnd  tobacco  spring  op  tbere,  like  muEhroons,  in 
a  DJghl.  If  f  Du  itien  talk  about  lakia;  it,  jpoa 
lie  lold  ib&t  Ton  will  caich  a  tartar.  Let  foidgn 
nations  respect  onr  tiglilt  and  we  will  not  coo- 
cero  ourselves  with  thrm.  If  we  yield  now,  they 
will  iraniple  ut  to  death. 

Upon  this  subject,  too,  it  is  said  by  some  gen- 
llemeii,  "l«t  commerce  take  care  of  itself."  if 
Ibis  be  proper,  why  are  the  same  gentlemen  the 
most  siienuoiu  supporieis  of  a  navy  1  If  eom- 
msree  ii  to  protect  itself,  what  is  a  navy  to  be 
BeotDut  fori  The  coairoerclal  part  of  the  oation 
oDghi  tocDDsidet  itself  as  linked  with  ever*  other 
part.  If  commercial  men  have  grown  rich  from 
the  piodact  of  ibe  soil  a^d  the  labor  of  the  agri- 
coliurist,  is  it  fair  and  honorable  for  these  men  to 
mat  to  destroy  that  which  has  siren  them 
vcalth— Inkean  the  agriculiure  of  th«country1 
Sorely  not;  but  it  aniortubately  happens  that  it 
it  nevertheless  true  that  the  heaviest  of  these  far- 
tigti  taxes  are  imposed  upon  that  patt  of  the  na- 
tioD  which  the  gentleman  from  Coiineeiieut  told 
HI  the  other  day  has  not  the  greatest  portion  of 
physical  force.  The  amount  of  trade  or  eo 
meics  carried  on  would  be  the  same,  tax  or 
iBi,  but  the. price  of  i be  produce  of  the  conn 
would  be  less,  and  especially  that  part  of  it  which 
can  b«  carried  but  to  oii«  marhet. 

I  agree  with  the  genllemaD  from  Massacbu- 
selis  iMr.  Qdihcv)  in  many  points  which  he 
took  the  other  day— that  we  should  not  fight 
Great  Britain  becaOse  she  takes  her  own  seamen 
from  our  ships.  If  she  would  take' only  her  own 
and  let  ours  alone  T  should  be  conienL  Nolwith- 
siandiog  all  the  distress  under  which  gentlemen 
appear  to  labor  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  1  have 
DD  dualit  that  if  we  were  to  spend  leas  upon  trea- 
ties, and  regulate  -our  commercial  affairs  more  by 
law,  wc  sbould  find  it  to  out  advintage.  With 
whom  should  we  treat?  With  France  andQreai 
Britain,  lb e  two. most  powerful  natioos  in  the 
world,  who  pay  no  respect  to  treaties  longer  than. 
it  suits  their  owo  couTenience  "i  I  would  restrict 
ih«m  by  navigation  laws  as  they  restrict  us. 
That  is  a  sort  of  system  which  you  can  continue, 
>ir.  Without  saying  that  onr  exports  are  of  more 
Talne  to  them  than  theirs  are  to  us,  adihit  that 
ihejr  are  but  equally  valuable,  and  wo  may  retort 
their  own  doings  upon  them. 

Mach  hat  been  said  about  the  amendatory  em- 
bargo law.  I  haveoofearbut  it  will  be  enforced. 
It  IS  Qol  to  be  expected  that  you  will  not  find 
imuggUrs  under  that  as  under  every  other  law. 
I  do  not  believe  a  word  abont  any  Slate's  under- 
taking to  set  the  law  at  defiance.  I  have  no  such 
expectation ;  and  I  go  upon  the  Idea  that  wfaat- 
STCt  is  for  the  good  of  the  whole  all  will  obey. 
Mahe  an  experiment  under  the  luw.  Recollect 
a  case  in  what  are  called  the  hard  timet,  sir,  when 
a  great  portion  of  the  nation  thought  the  sedition 
law  uncoDstiintioDal.  The  judges  decided  to  the 
CDOIrary,  and  the  law  was  enforsed.  And,  talk- 
ing of  hard  times,  there  aie  aevaral  in  this  Hoiue 


>bo  can  better  tell  what  they  werethan  myself, 
yet  I  saw  enough  of  them,  and  felt  a  little,  too, 
though  not  as  highly  honored  as  some  others, 
who  were  thrown  into  jail  under  the  law.  The 
highest  honor  decreed  to  me  was  to  have  the 
rogaeul  march  played  under  my  windows.  Now 
I  bare  heard  of  no  personal  injury  or  insult  to 
any  members  of  Coogress  in  the  present  "hard 
times."  To  the  hardship  of  former  limes  many 
worthy  characters,  and  the  records  of  those  days, 
ill  bear  testimony. 

1  will  here  state  a  Act  which  did  oot  occur  to 
e  till  I  saw  it  in  another  place,  in  one  of  the 
ost.  luminous  speeches  i  ever  heard  or  read. 
When  the  altack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  made, 
every  one  applauded  thtf  measure  (the  proelama- 
,)  adopted  by  the  President.    !  came  to  this 
;e,  sir,  at  the  subsequent  session  a   little  too 
i^ullof  a  vindictive  spirit,  and  others  perhaps  par- 
took of  the  samefeehng.    This  feeling  continued 
for  some.linis;  aad  tfae  Srst  word  I  heard  in  re- 
probation of  the  proclamation  was  after  the  Brit- 
ish Envoy  had  been  here  some  time.    I  speak  of 
a  fact  Which  is  unqnestionable. 

Tfae  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the 
conclusion  of  his  apeech,  uttered  an  expression, 
in  which  I  hope  he  was  mistaken,  viz.,  that ''  his 
arguments  or  impressions  might  be  attributed  by 
some  to  foreign  influence."  I  hope  he  is  mis- 
taken. '  Nothing  can  be  so  grating  to  an  Ameri- 
can as  to  suppose  that  his  arguments  may  be  at- 
tributed to  that  source.  1  speak  of  it  from  a  de- 
Sree  of  experience ;  for  in  the  "  faatd  times"  it 
as  been  attached  to  me.  There  is  no  man  to 
whom  foreiffD  partialities  have  been  imputed, 
that,  cannot  feel  the  impression  the  charge  makea 
upon  a  mind  purely  Amerit^o.  Every  one  re. 
coUecU  the  time  when  opposition  to  every  mea- 
sure of  the  Admioistration  was  altribuied  to 
French  influence.  Though  1  have  felt  [t.  I  never 
believed  that  those  amongst  whom  1  was  born  and 
raised  would  give  credit  to  the  charge. 

It  has  been  said,  and  great  pains  have  been 
taken  to  establish  the  fact,  that  the  embargo  bears 
harder  upon  the  Eastern  than  upon  the  Southern 
country.  The  reverse  appears  to  me  lo  be  the 
fact.  Upon  the  towns  It  may  bear  harder  thaa 
upon  the  country;  but  take  the  nation  at  targe, 
and  the  embargo,  if  gentlemen  persist  in  charg- 
ing all  our  evils  on  the  embargo,  bears  harder  on 
iha  South  than  on  the  East.  We  lose  the  capi- 
itil  of  the  trade,  whilst  they  lose  but  the  proSts  to 
be  made  upon  the  export  and  import.  Caii  the 
profits  he  equal  to  the  capital  1  Certainly  not. 

My  perseverance  in  this  embareo  system  may 
he  deemed  to  be  a  little  fool-hardy  ;  but  we  are 
called 'Upon  to  retire  befbre  we  are  routed.  I 
have  no  fear  of  beiai;  runted.  We  cannot  retire 
without  disgrace  under  this  no n -intercourse  biU. 
Take  off  the  embargo,  and  we  have  no  alteriM- 
livebut  war.  Arming  merchantmen,  issuing  let- 
ters of  marque,  dbc.,  all  this  is  fighiiag.  I  am  not 
for  it  if  we  can  avoid  it.  The  country  is  not  ru- 
ined as  haa  bi^n  aaid.  Our  property  is  safe  at. 
home.  We  have  not  now  to  nigotiaie  with  France 
and  QteaX  Britain  for  indemnity  for  the  plunder 
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Iher  would  hir«  made  but  fat  th*  embargo.  ! 
bad  rather  have  my  little  propertf  iu  this  titua- 
tioD,  embargord  >(  home,  thoD  have  to  drpend 
upon  iic{(oiiBtioa  to  procure  cumpeosaiion  foi  it 
when  eapiurad.  True  it  is  Great  Britain  ouce 
•groed  10  pay  yoa  Tor  Kpolialiom,  and  lo  far  &c- 
koowledged  Home  sUcb  tbiar  ai  the  law  of  oa- 
tioD*;  but  1  doubt  whether  ane  will  do  it  again. 
How  itid  it  happeo  7  You  agreed  to  pay  her  tbe 
amount  of  it  and  mon  too.  France  loo  agreed 
to'pay  for  spoliaiioDs;  but  howl  You  bought 
Louisiana,  and  the  garc  you  credit  foe  (he 
unouDt  due  lo  you.  She  has  no  LouiMBua  now 
to  sell  you,  nor  has  England.  All  the  property 
talcen  from  you  would  be  clear  lou. 

The  gcnllcmKD  from  MaMachustUs  told  us, 
•otne  time  ago,  to  take  care  of  bis  aoDstiiuenia! 
This  is  tbe  desireof  erery  man.  The  gentleman 
must  agree  that  the  articles  of  tobacco  aod  cotton, 
without  aoything  elte,  are-eqaal  to  the  lumber 
which  be  lathed  aboot.  As  to  his  idea  of  ihe  fer- 
tility of  tbe  land  and  riches  of  the  inhabitaots  of 
the  Souibern  cuuntry,  he  is  wiiolly  mistaken.  Ob 
the  rivers  there  is  Mute  such  ibiaB-;  but  ia  the 
tipper  part  of  the  State  in  which  1  uve,  tbe  great- 
Mi  equality  of  properly  exists.  These  men  bear 
with  their  prcseal  ditualion,  heeaaw  they  ate  that 
there  is  no  other  alternUiTe  than  war.  and  they 
bad  ratber  bear  it  than  go  to  war,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  oue  of  the  Southern  States  has 
more  than  three  banks,  whilst  in  the  Nonhera 
State*  Ibere  are  from  twenty  to  forty  of  Mkckiaii 
or  other  io  each  State. 

The  letters  read  by  th»geiitlemanftoni  Qeorcia 
(Mr.  Tbouf)  the  other  day,  had  the  same  efieet 
upon  mr  mind  which  they  appeared  to  hare  upon 
lus.  I  hare  no  cfoubt  ittat-some  part  of  our  cot- 
loo  has  been  catried  away ;  but  it  is  but  «  small 
portion  ofriieiieeeisary  quaouiy.  As  to  making 
cotton  Ib  FriBce,  «■  a  geotiemen  from  Counecti' 
cut  attempted  lo  prove  from  a  Piench  author,  1 
have  no  fear  of  thai.  I  never  had  a  good  opin- 
ion of  theoretical  agriculMrcj  and  on  hearing 
(bat  book  read,  I  aScnire  it  the  lest.  I  have  no 
more  fearof  cotton  being  nisad  in  France,  espe- 
cially if  Ihey  take  the  author'^  advice  as  to  the 
Bode  of  doing  it,  where  they  have  not  spate 
ground  to  laake  tobacco,  than  1  have  of  its  bsiog 
raised  in  Canada.  And  really,  air,  as  to  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers  raaktag  aotion  for  the  fiuropeao 
Biarfaet,  I  should  as  soihi  erpoct  the  Cherokee, 
'  with  his  wallet  of  com,  to  travel  from  his  native 
aoil  to  Roanoke  to  sell  it. 

A  quotation  was  made  bf  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RAVnocpR)  the  other  day,  from  the 
lan);unge  of,  perhaps,  the  most  eloquent  man  in 
the  Vtrginia  Convention,  for  coosideritig  the 
'Federal  Constitution.  1  could  nama  a  man  not 
^uite  so  eloquent  but  quico  aa  great  a  maa, 
one  of  whose  ohjeeiioas  to  ihe  Constitution  was, 
that  yon  would  be  taxed  by  iho^e  wIm  had  no 
fellow-feeting  for  yon.  Qieai  and  preacient  as 
ke  was,  be  barer  dreamed  of  Oreat  Britain  again 
attempting  to  tax  us.  Has  Qrent  Britain  any 
fellow-feeling  for  yovl  No,  sir  {  she  and  Fnnae 
have,  and  wiU  caaiitiu  to  bBVc^abairwl  for  yo« 


so  long  as  yoaconiinoe,^«e.  Wc  ar«  beresirag- 
gling  with  thiseinbargOjgettinEoutof  it  oneway 
or  the  other,  and  lold  that  the  taws  are  aei  at  de- 
fiance. The  bones  of  our  RevolutiotMry  soldicn 
are  scBrcely  buried — arkd  sre  we,  their  descend- 
ants, already  tbreataning  the  Union  with  discordj 
learinB  characters  to  pieces,  as  thoogh  the  Ameri- 
can charficier  was  worth  nothing?  Id  the  ciiy 
of  New  York,  but  the  last  rear,  one  of  the  miMt 
■olema  processions  took  place  which  wax  ern 
witnmed  in  the  eonotfy,  to  bury  the  blesehed 
boaes  of  our  -{Mirioi*.  And,  gracions  God!  are 
they  so  9000  to  be  fsrgotienl  i  hope  not.  ur; 
that  we  shall  tiursne  our  coarse  with  Brionttt, 
and  not  be  turned  from  it  by  threats,  cone  from 
Whence  they  will;  that  wc  shall  not  repeat  the 
smbarjro  hy  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  HoLLAOB  fallowed  00  the  same  side  of  ibe 
question.  He  had  originally  voteil  ^gaisn  the 
embargo,  because  he  believMl  it  premslnre ;  bat 
he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  thai,  when  it  was 
imposed,  soma  time  would  be  Deces!«ry  to  try  its 
sffeelB  as  a  ooerclve  measure.  He  believed  that 
the  United  Bttlea  geoeralty  sacrificed. at  least 
•noogh  of  their  happiness  to  tha  connaercial  in- 
terest; but  harinp  taken  this  grooud,  he  wiihed 
to  maintain  it:  Andalthough  he  wasnot  iaclined 
to  fnvM  eielniively  external  oammerce,  yet  ia 
Hrot  of  our  indispuiable  rights  on  (be  oeran,  be 
wouldgo  to  war  when  efforts  of  pence  failed.  He 
was  in  favor,  therefore,  of  a  further  cosiinnaDCA 
of  the  eiabargb,  and  leplied  to  many  ailments 
against  it.-  Ha  iBmented  the  propeauty  that  ex- 
isted Kmoag  ^enilemcD,  became  ihej  could  not 
obtain  a  favorite  object  in  life,  to  set  their  faces 
BgniBU  everytbtog  else.  Thus,  one  gentleman  ia 
t£a  other  branch  of  tbe  Legislature,  becaose  be 
had  bean  removed  from  office  some  years  ag(\ 
iboa^ht  everything  had  since  gone  wrong.  One 
in  this  House  might  think  tbe  same,  becsuse  be 
bad  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  office;  another, 
because  ho  could  not  move  the  seal  of  Oovn-n- 
ment,  At.  Mr.  H.  said  he  firmly  bekeved,  nev- 
ertheless, that  it  was  happy  for  the  United  Sutss 
that  ihaonewss  remoTed,  anather  diiappointed 
in  an  office,  and  that  the  xeat  of  Go  vera  meat  wm 
ia  its  old  plane.  The  reasons  openlin^  with  iboae 
genileaken  had  no  effect  on  him.     He  was  for 

CQrsUing  a  direct  oo«rae  and  adberiv;  to  the  ra- 
trrn,  until  its  effect  Wat  fully  t«ated.  Mr.  H. 
apoke  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  WiHM  moved  to  postpone  Ihe  fur i&ct  cod- 
sideration  of  ibe  subject.    Negatived. 

Oamotionof  Mr,  Tatlos,  the  House  idjourtkcd 
about  four  o'clock,  without  taking  a  question. 

TD£aqAT,  February  SI. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Anaet 
supplemental  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  far  tke 
better  govemqaeBt  of  the  Navy  of  (he  Unite' 
BtaAs,"  w»s  read  twice,  and  oommitted  to  a  Coio- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jebeniab  MoRanw,  from  Ihe  ComniilKa 
on  the-Public  Lands,  to  whom  waa  comfflitied, 
am  the  twcniy-TM^hrti  nkimo,  a  biU  s«f>t  ftom  the 
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Senate,  cDiitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
Alabaius  lodiaai,  reported  iheira^retnenl  rathe 
eatoe,  with  bd  ameadment;  which  was  twice 
lend,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  !>aid  ■mendmeDl  be  engroM- 
ed,  and,  logelher  wiih  ihe  fai]l,  be  read  the  third 


An  engrossed  hill  coDcernine  inralid  peDsion- 
«rt)  was  read  ihe  Ibird  (ftne  :  Whereupon,  a  mo- 
f ion  being'tnade  by  Mr.  Holhbs  that  the  said  hil! 
do  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  resolredin  ifaeaffirmat 
live. 

A  niessaiie  from  the  Senate  informed  !heJTou«e 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill,  enlilled  "Ad 
act  for  the  disposal  of  certain  tracts  of  land  in 
lh«  Mississippi  Terrilory,  claimed  onder  Spanish 
grants,  reported  by  the  Land  Commissi o Be rs  as 
antedated,  and  Tor  other  purposes,"  with  several 
amendtn^Dis;  to  which  t her  desire  the  coocur- 
renoe  of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for  the 
further  acComraodailon  of  the  household  of  the 
President  of  the  Uiilted'aiates  ;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
tl«d  ^An  act  to  inierijipt  the  commercial  inter- 
eoiirae  between  the  United  States  and  Ore^it  Bcit- 
ain  and  France,  and  ih^r  dependeticie*,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  to  which  bills,  respectively,  they 
desire  the  ct>neurrence  of  this  House. 
,    N0W-INTERC0CR8E. 

Mr.  BiBi  moved  to  jwatpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  unfinished  business  till  to-mor 
row.  A  stmilar  hUl  was  beib/e  the  Senate,  which, 
Jie  believed,  would  bemoieffenerally  aatisfactorv 
than  the  hill  now  before  ibe  House,  and  which 
would,  probably,  soon  he  received.  The  quesiion 
now  pending  WU  not  lightly  to  be  decided;  for 
il  was  known  what  efieet  a  mere  decision  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  a  )Mrt  of  a  resolutioo 
had  Ulelf  produced,  The  House  Vould  babeller 
prepared  to  vote  on  it  when  they  had  the  whole 
ground  befo^them. 

Mr.  LLOVnobjecledto  this  procedure  as  unwor- 
thy of  the  dignity  of  the  House.  This  House  had 
no  ri^ht  to  know  what  was  doing  in  the  Senate, 
except,  jodeedg'it  was  to  be  guided  iti  its  proceed- 
ings by  what  the  Senate  should  choose  to  do. 
For  one,  de  said,  be  would  not  be  led  by  the  ikoie 
by  the  Senate  or  any  other  deparimeBl  of  Ihe 


Messrs.  Lton,  Ddrell,, Bacon,  and  Gahdher, 
also  opposed  poslpoDemeol ;  Mr.  Bibb  advocated 

The  queation  being  now  taken  on  the  motion 
for  postponement,  it  was  negftticed — yeas  38,  nays 
72,  as  follows : 

Tiis—David  Bud,  BnrwaU  BMsalt,  Willi.ni  W. 
Bibb,  WiUian  BlacktMlge,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  William  fiuUer,  Joieph  Calhoun, 
HattheiT  CIsy,  John  Danion,  JoiLah  Deane,  Jaaepb 
Dosha,  Jsmsa  Fisk,  PetarMtn  Goodwyn,  Williim 
Uelmi,  James  Eotlsnd,  David  Holmes,  Richard  M. 
Johnian,  Tbotau  Kcdsd,  John  Love,  Nath&niel  Ma- 
con, Thomas  Nelrtan,  John  Fortsr,  John  Fugb,  John 
Ben  af  PennsytTsni*,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Ridisrdi,  temuel  Sanyei,  Benjamin  Say,  Bamnel 
Bhaw,  Jshn  Soiilie,   John  Taylor,  Jobs  M.  IVtap, 


Daniel  C.  Ver(rianck,  Jasee  Wharlan,  Robert  Whi(^ 

hill." and  Marmaduka  WiUiaais. 

NiTi— Evan  Alexander,  Lomual  J.  Alston,  WUlia 
AUtoo.  joniDr,  Jnseph  Barker,  John  Blake,  jualor, 
John  Boyle,  William  A.  Burnell,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Culpeper.  John  DaTsaport,  jun.,  Daniel  M.  Dn- 
rell,  James  EUiot,  WiUism  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
WilUam  Piodlcy,  Fiancix  Gardnei,  James  M.  Garnett, 
Thomiu  Ghobon,  junior,  I^^iah-  L.  Green,  John  HBrria, 
John  lleisler,  William  Hoge,  Benjamin  Uanard,  Reu- 
ben Humphreys,  Daniel  llvlej,  Richard  Jickcon,  Rob- 
ert Jenkins,  Jam  e<  Kel  I  j,  John,  Lsjubcrt,  Joseph  Lewii, 
jun.,  Kdnaril  Lloyd,  Matthew  I.yon.  Robert  Marion, 
Joiiah  Masters,  William  MoCreery,  WilliBO.  Milnor, 
Daniel  Ma ntgomery,  junior,  John  Montgomery,  Thos, 
Moore,  JeregiiBh  Morron^,  John  Marrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Thomut  Newbotd,  Wilson  C.  Nichola,  Jornb 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Maithiai  Richards,  Samast 
Riker,  JohnROHell,  Jamos  Bloan,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Saiauet  Snuth,  Hanty  Sonthord,  Richard 
Btanibrd,  William  ateitman,  CtemenI  Starsr,  Lanis 
B.  StnrKSB,   Fetar  Swait,  Samnel  Tagsart,  Benjuoin 


Archibald  Van  Horn.  Killian  K.  Van  BenaaflMr,  Isaao 
Wilbour,  David  B.  WiUiams,  Aleaander  WilsWr  an^ 
Nathan  Wilsan. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  considaralim  of 
the  said  hill:  '  Whereupon,  a  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Bias,  which  was  depsading  yesterday  at  the 
time  of  adjournmeot,  further  to  amend  the  bill 
h;^  strikiDg  oot  the  twetfih  section  thereof,  being 
rerived,  the  said  section  Was  ag«ln  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wtt: 

"Sic.  IS.  And  be  il  further  enaciid,  Tbatiomuch 
of  the  act '  IsyioK  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  porta  and  harbors  of  ths  United  Slates,'  and  of 
the  aeteral  acts  supplementary  thereto,  as  forbids  the 
JepBrture  of  vesssU  owned  by  citiiens  of  the  United 
BiBtss,  and  the  exportation  of  domestic  and  foreign 
mercbandice  to  any  roreign  port  o»  place,  other  than 
Great  Britain  or  France,  or  their  coTeoies,  or  depend- 
eneias,  or -places  in  the  actual  powessiDn  of  either,  Im, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  rqpealei),  after  theifburlh  ds^ 
of  Maieb;  Frmidtd,  Tbatallpenaltiesand  farftiturBs 
which  shall  haie  been  previoutiy  inenrted  by  vk- 
infe  of  the  aaid  ads  as  is  repealed  by  this  act;  or 
which  have. been,  or  may  bcreaftar  b^  incurred  by  vu> 
tUB  of  the  Bsid  act,  an  aooonnt  of  any  infraction  of  ao 
much  of  the  said  acts  as  is  not  rapsaled  by  this  ao^ 
shall  bs  recovered  and  distiibuled  in.hke  nuuinsr  as  if 
the 'aid  acU  had  continued  is  full  for'ee  and  virtue." - 

Mr.  CcLPEPER. — Mr.  Speaker:  As  itiamy  mis-.  ■ 
fortune  very  Ireqoently  to  vote  in  the  minority, 
and  I  may  be  equally  uoroftuoaie  in  mr  vote  on 
the  preseoi  occasion,  1  riss^io  offer  to  the  House 
some  of  iba  reason*  which  will  govern  tne  in  the 
course  I -expect  to  pursue  on  this  subject;  I  voted 
agaioM  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr,  MiLMOB,)Bod  I  ex- 
pect to  vote  against  li>*  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentlemaa  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Bibb,)  with  a 
design  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gaotle- 
man  froin  South  Carolina  (Mr.  WitLiiMB)  and 
the  second  ainettdment  of  the  gcotlemao  from 
Pnneylvania  (Mr.  Mtlnob.)  I  intend  to  tote 
for  the.bill  under  considBratioo,  and  desire  il  tavi 
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Mm-Attercourfe. 


be  BO  moiliGed  ai  to  preTenl,  if  passible,  ihe  rain 
and  disgrace  of  my  country. 

I  do  not  expect  lo  vole  tor  ihia  bill  for  its  in- 
trinsic merit,  for  I  am  not  rery  well  pleawd  with 
the  system ;  but  I  hate  long  ihougbc,  and  I  yet 
thiiili,  if  the  several  acta  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  shipK  and  vessels  in  ihe  ports  BDd  harbors  of 
the  United  Sialea  are  never  repealed  until  we  are 
all  pleased  with  what  geDllemen  call  a  subslitute 
for  the  embargo,  my  conniry  will  be  rained  under 
the  operatiun  of  this  measure,  which  so  much  re- 
sembles Fielding's  clock — it  never  can  operate  as 
a  measure  of  coercioa  upon  the  European  Pow- 
ers; he  describes  the  clock  as  most  exquisitely 
formed  in  alt  its  parts,  but  for  the  want  of  con- 
formity in  tbe  several  pans  to  each  other  itcould 
not  be  put  in  motion.  JusI  so  is  your,  embargo, 
though  itsadToeaiesrepretentii  as  a  political  ma- 
chine calculated  to  preserve  the  honor  and  in- 
tere;(s  of  the  country,  for  want  of  eooformity  to 
tba  habiis  of  Ihe  American  peopla  and  to  ihe 
preseot  situation  of  the  counlrf  it  cantiot  be  ex- 
ecuted to  advantage.  And  as  we  differ  in  polili- 
catsenliment,  and  DO  doubt,  honestlydiger.  Ideem 
a  spirit  of  ooneiliation  absolaiely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  country.  I  feei  willine 
10  meet  genllemen  who  differ  from  me  in  aeoti- 
ment,  whenever  I  discover  a  disposition  in  them 
lo  do  so  too.  And  I  think  it  is  time  to  join  and 
adopt  that  plan  which  will  be  least  offensive  to 
any  portion  of  the  American  people,  or  their 
represeo  la  lives.    Under  ihese  impressions  I  ex- 

Get  to  vole  for  this  bill,  as  preferable  to  your  em- 
rgo  system.  If  iheaiueadments  proposed  by 
the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Penn- 
sylvania are  adopted,  I  beliere  we  shall  derive 
some  benefit  from  this  system.  And  should  it  fail 
in  producing  the  expected  good,  it  certaialy  wilt 
be  productive  of  less  evil  iban  ihc  embargo;  it 
will  psrliaily  restore  our  almost  ruined  commerce. 


t  a  great 

o  industry ;  a  source  from  which  the 
rich  derive  most  of  their  opulence,  and  the  poor 
derive  many  of  the  necessaries  of  life;  and  gen- 
tlemen all  acknowledge  it  to  be  the  source  from 
which  we  derive  ihe  whole  of  our  revenue.  To 
prove  these  positions,  I  will  call  the  atieniion  of 
the  Mouse  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
nation  under  ihe  operaiion  of  the  Treaty  of  '94, 
called  Jay'a  Treaty.  This  treaty  has  been  rep- 
resented as  ruinous  and  disEraceful.  Such  were 
Ihe  clamors  against  it,  that  f  confers  I  disapproved 
of  it  at  Rrst;  but  under  its  operation  we  were  a 
happy  and  a  prosperous  people.  By  reference  to 
the  several  reporrs  of  lOe  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
BtlTy,  I  perceive  our  customs  arising  from  imposts 
and  tonnage  during  the  four  years  prior  to  the 
adoptioa  of  that  treaty!  averaged.  S4,S24,72B,  and 
our  customs  arising  from  ibe  same  source,  tbe 
first  foot  years  under  the  operation  of  the  ireAty, 
averaged  89720,198,  and  the  last  four  years  av- 
eraged 812,340,491 ;  and  our  exports  increased  JQ. 
tbe  same  proporiion — and  we  increased  as  fast  in 
individual  as  national  wealth.  Yes,sir,  under  the 
operation  of  that  treaty,  our  farmers  were  induced 


to  cultivate  tbe  aoil,  and  their  indnstry  was  wdi 
rewarded ;  our  seamen  eoiployed  in  oarigaii^ 
tbe  ocean,  and  our  canvass  whitened  erery  ses. 
United  at  home  and  respeeied  abroad,  weh^ 
the  second  rank  among  the  commercial  □a.icoaj^ 
ibe  earth.  But  ihese  privileges,  thoa|ti  great, 
were  trifling  when  compared  with  such  as  wen 
lobe  procured  by  aoewayslem,  and  when  in  180t 
Lord  Harrowby,  the  then  British  Minister,  pro- 
posed to  renew  ibat  treaty,  it  was  rejected,  la 
1806,  a  partial  non-i'mportaiion  act  waa  passed  to 
exclude  many  articles  of  British  iDaDaraciare 
from  our  ports — this  was  to  compel  the  Briiish 
lion  to  admit  the  American  eagte  to  an  equal  par- 
[icipalion  in  what  genllemen  call  the  great  high- 
way of  nations.  When  this  plaa,  so  promisiDf  ia 
theory,  failed  in  practice,  an  embargo  wasadde^ — 
ihii  was  to  compel  not  only  (be 'Govern meot  of 
England,  but  the  enlightened  Govemmeat  of 
France  to  yield  to  us,  in  a  state  of  digai&ed  re- 
lirement,  what  they  refused  to  grant  at  wtule 
pursuing  oUr  usual  course  of  honest  indniRr. 
Sir,  what  has  been  the  consequence?  What  hare 
we  gained  by  this  method  of  dignified  Tesistsoee? 
I  am  certain  if  the  citizens  of  ibe  UniieJ  States 
were  lo  be  consalted,'  and  were  to  compm  the 
political  blessJDgs  Ve  enjoyed  under  iIm  inaty, 
with  this  political  (what  shall  I  call  ill)  cnne,  to 
which  we  have  been  exposed  under  the  operacioa 
of  the  embargo  system — they  would  Dot  hesiiale 
a  minute,  but  would  decide  in  faror  ot  such  a 
I  real y. 

But  we  arc  told,  by  the  eomiaittee  of  exterior 
relations,  we  must  have  abject  and  degradiag 
subraissieo  or  war  with  both  anglandaadPrance, 
or  a  coniinuaoce  and  enforcement  of  theembargoy 
or  present  suspension  of  commerce.  And  as  ihe 
ffrst  cannot  require  any  discussion,  and  the  pres- 
sure of  the  emliargo  ii>  so  scnafbJy  felt  that  ihe 
country  cannot  or  will  not  mucb  lone-er  submit 
to  tbe  privations  of  this  system,  genuemen  ex- 
claim what  is  to  be  done  7  His  the  nation  no 
honor  lo  maiolein  7  Yes,  sir,  1  hope  she  has ;  I 
hope  we  will  still  retain  some  of  our  national 
JjDoor,  but  I  trust  in  God.  we  never  sbaU  make 
another  attempt  lo  mainiam  oar  honor  by  aban- 
doning our  righis.  I  shall  perhaps  be  told  we 
have  not  abandoned  obr  rights;  this  system  is 
not  an  abandonment,  but  a  suspension  of  our 
rights.  Be  it  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  although  1  con- 
scientiously consider  it  an  abandonment  of  oar 
rights,  I  believe  the  advocates  of  the  mrasnrecoa- 
sider  it  ooly  as  a  suspension.  God  grant  that 
their  expaalalioDs  in  tills  may  be  realized ;  bell 
fear  it  will  happen  otherwise.  But  geailenwa 
exclaim,  bow  are  we  Id  avoid  degrading  inbaiit- 
s'\aa1  I  hope,  sir,  we  shall  abandon  or  modiff 
ibis  system,  and  resume  the  navigation  of  tit 
Ocean,  and  convince  the  world  we  do  not  intad 
to  abandon  our  righis. 

I  an;  as  anxious  to  maintain  the  bonoroflte 
nation  as  any  gentlemen  on  ihis  floor  ;  but  Isob- 
scribe  to  the  pusilion,  that,  in  an  agricultural  sad 
commercial  Repablic,  honor  and  interest  are  coa- 
reriible  te^ms.  I  believe,  str^  that  our  boDU  is 
intetest,  and  our  interest  k  our  hoDor.    lam 
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confirmed  ia  this  belief  by  gentUmen  who  profess 
0  differ  from  me  apoa  ifiis  subject.  Sir,  our  ac- 
ioos  ODlneigli  our  words,  and  while  ^eDllempn 
rom  the  Sooth  rod  West,  whose  constitueDls  are 
lultiTsioTS  of  the  soil,  eiclaim  against  a  repeal 
if  the  embargo  as  dif^raeeful,  ibey  say  the  duly 
lemanded  by  the  British  Oovemmeot  must  be 
laid  by  the  growers  of  prOduoe,  and  ibQI  the  car- 
lers  will  mexjt  foil  freight;  and  geotlemeo 
rom  the  North  aod  East,  whose  eotisiiiueDCs 
ire  many  of  them  commercial,  others  seafaring 
DCD,  urge  the  repeal  of  ibe  Embargo,  because  it 
[eprives  their  cQ^tilaeots  of  commercial  and 
lautical  proGis.  These  afgumeots  pioTe  to  me 
bat  diHurenC  habits  and  pursuits  produce  diver- 
ity  of  seDtimeots;  bat  that  we  all  coosider  honor 
iDd  interest  couTeriible  terms.  But  1  for  one  dis- 
[aim  any  share  in  that  honor,  which  is  cDoiraiy 
0  our  interest }  aor  do  I  ^iab  lo  see  our  national 
:oacerns  governed  by  the  la^  of  chivalry,  add 
ee  naiioDi.  like  imprudent  indiTiduals,  destroying 
ach  other  wilboal  the  prospect  of  gaining  any- 
biog  but  a  premature  and  iooonsiderate  death. 

But  geotiemeD  inquire,  do  you  Bot  prefer  war 
0  disgraceful  submission  ?  Yes,  air,  I  do  prefer 
rar  to  submission — but  I  ever  have  preferred,  and 
ei  prefer  a  candid,  a  full,  and  friendly  eiplsoa- 
Ion,  to  the  '  honor  of  dying  like  Abner,  9.x  a  fool 
ieih.  For  these  reasont,  1  am  for  another  al- 
impt  at  negotiation.  And  as  ibis  attempt,  how- 
fet  honest  and  sincere  it  may  be  on  our  part, 
lay  fail,  I  am  for  adoptiDg  some  method  to  unite 
he  American  people.  And  afthough  this  bill, 
honid  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
nan  frum  South  Carolina  and  the  gentleman 
rom  PennsyUania  be  adopted,  is  not  just  what 
prefer,  for  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  repealing 
be  whole  embargo  and  non-importation  system, 
ind  for  permitting  oQr  merchants  to  arm  in  their 
>wn  defence  ;  it  is  ibe  best  terms  I  expect  to  gel, 
aA  I  am  for  aeoepiing  of  it.  And  should  the 
Itempt.at  negotiation  faji,  and  it  pror*  necea- 
ary,  1  wonH  then  prepare  in  earnest  for  wmr; 
wonlcl  proceed  to  vindicaie  the  hooor  of  the 
lation  and  lepel  force  by  force.  Then,  sir,  we 
hall  have  noibing  to  fear.  The  br«*e  but  p^ce- 
ble  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  con- 
tooed  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  such  a  war, 
vill  unite  as  a  band  of  brothers,  not  to  support 
be  embargo  parly  nor  the  Federal  parly,  but  as 
ree  Americans  to  Tindicaie  the  honor  of  the 
latioa^  and  maiutain  our  rights,  and  transmit,  lo 
HMienty  the  rights  and  piirileges  which  our 
aihers  foaght  and  bled  to  procure  for  m.  But 
hey  are  not  so  food  of  war  as  to  prefer  that 
:ot)rSe,  when  they  understand  that  these  privi- 
eges  could  bare  been  secured  by  a  treaty.  Be- 
ieving  this  lo  be  the  desire  and  the  interest  of 
Dy  cODstituenis,  and  of  the  majority  of  the  cili- 
:eos  of  every  portion  of  the  Union,  I  am  for 
lursuing  this  course.  I  am  for  making  this  bill 
IS  perfect  as  possible,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  cid' 
:ens  id  every  portion  of  the  Union.  Some  gen- 
temen  represent  it  as  disgraceful  to  yield  to  the 
:lamors  or  mnnnurings  of  the  people.  Bui  1 
lODsider  it  the  duty  of  the  RepreseoiRllves  to  re- 


to  the  wishes  of  the  people.  Bat  gentlemen  ti 
US  this  system  is  not  displeasing  lo  the  people, 
ihat  nol withstanding  all  tbat  has  been  said  upon 
the  subject  they  da.  not  believe  it — they  do  not 
believe  the  people  disapprove  of  the  embargo. 
Sir,  nnbelief  has  ruined  many,  and  1  do  awfully 
"  ar  it  will  be  our  ruin.  I  am  certain  it  will,  if 
e  pnsisi  much  longer  in  it. 
Mr.  BiBB  observed  that,  whatever  should  be 
the  decision  of  the  Home,  in  should  obtain  one 
object;  he  shonid  obtain  the  nameaof  those  who, 
in  the  commencement  of  the  session,  told  the 
House  that  the  proposition  now  under  considera- 
tion was  the  most  dishonorable  that  could  be 
pitoposed.  and  wonld  now  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  Alstoit  laid,  hotwithsiandiog  the 
threat  of  the  senileman  from  Georgia,  he  should 
vote  against  his  motion.  He  bad  a  right,  as  well 
as  the  gentletaan  from  Oeorgia,  to  judge  of  (he 
nature  of  the  proposition  submitted  to  him. 
E'very  one  who  voted  on  the  report  of  tbat  com- 
mitteCj  di4  not  adopt  its  reasoning,  and  might 
have  voted  in  whatever  way  he  deemed  ^proper, 
wilhool  consulting  their  explanation  of  ti.  He 
believed  the  nation  looked  forward  to  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  embargo,  add  he  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Love  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
twelfth  section.  He  thought  it  premature,  at 
least,  as  there  were  comiderable  amendments 
contemplated  to  the  bill.  Mr.  L.  took  an  exten- 
sive range  of  argument  to  show  that  if  the  em* 
bargo  system  was  repealed  the  non-intercourse 
would  be  the  best  substitute;  that  the  effects  of 
it  would  be  felt  by  our  enemies,  perhaps  in  ■ 
greater  degree  than  the  embargo,  especially  afiet 
It  was  ooderslood,  in  foreign  nations,  that  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  was  opposAl,  even  under  the 
sanction  of  Slate  authority;  that  the  mode  of 
treating  infractions  of  ont  laws,  as  it  respected 
our  citizens,  was  a  different  thing,  and  be  hoped 
would  meet  with  proper  aiientioo.  He  thought 
the  system  to  be  substituted  wonld  probably  bring 
our  differences  with  foreign  Oovernments  to  an 
issue  of  some  kind,  if  the  provisions  were  laeb  as 
he  wished.  It  was  certainly  desirable  lhat  a  ter- 
mination of  some  kind  should  be  had  to  those 
differences.  The  honor  and  independence  of  the 
United  States  required  it.  Mr.  L,  replied  to  ob- 
servations which  had  been  m«de  of  the  great 
power  and  revenues  of  England,  by  slating  that 
the  United  States  were  better  able  Dow  to  meet 
the  power  of  Eogland,  if  war  was  to  be  resorted 
to,  than  in  the  year  1776,  when  the  same  causes 
of  war  existed,  as  at  present,  and  when  the  rs> 
sources  of  America  were  literally  nothing.  Mr. 
L.  regretted  the  oaoiion  bad  now  been  made,  as 
h«  feared  it  was  calculated  to  make  another  false 
impression  on  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
and^atihougb  he  should  vote  against  the  motion, 
he  should  not  consider  it  as  commitiing  himself 
on  the  final  question. 

Mr.  Cook  was  against  the  motion.  He  consid- 
ered the  embargo  as  a  measure  which,  in  its 
friendship  for  commerce,  was  destroying  it  by 
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STupiog  it  coo  light.    He  n»h«d  iiagraip  to  be 
ootfoed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  oexi  took  ibe  floor.  He 
was  in  favor  of  ihe  raoiiua  under  consideration 
He  said  he  was  surprised  at  llie  change  which  a 
few  weeks,  durlni;  which  he  had  been  abienlfrom 
indispasiiion,  had  produced  DD  the  minda  of  ibe 
nembers  of  the  House.  It  seemed  as  if  some 
enchanibeQt  had  spread  itnelf  over  them,  which 
the;  perceived,  and  yet  did  not  wish  to  retnore. 
He  urged  aaay  reasoaa  against  a  repeal  of  the 
embargo,  aud  agaiDiit  the  bill  proposed.  But  a 
few  weeks  ago.  the  House  decided  in  fa*cr  of  a 
coDliDuaoce  of  the  present  system  as  the  ooly 
meMts  of  hofiorably  avoiding  >  war ;  and  some 
of  the  very  same  gendemeo  were  now  aboi 
adopt  a  meaau--       '  '  ' 


which  the  report  of  the  Com- 
^n  Relnlions  had  declared  to  be 
submission,  riz  :  a  partial  repeal  of  the  vmbargo. 
A  removal  of  the  embargo  would  render  our 
property  liable  to  eapture;  Bnd  give  an  opportuni- 
ty to  British  subjects  to  lake  from  ibe  country  in. 
the  manner  most  adraniageoiu  to  themselves, 
twenty  millions  of  properly,  which  would  o|her- 
wise  be'ia  the  power  of  the  United  Stales  in  case 
of  war,  which  was  at  least  probable.  It  was  a 
measare  which  would  relieve  our  adversary  with- 
out benefiting  our  owq  citizens  jn  the  stighiest 
degree.    Mr.-C.  expressed  bis  astonishment  how 

fenilemen,  whom  be  perceived  supporiing  ihii 
ill,  could  reconcile  it  with  eonaisteocy  to  do  so, 
whea  DO  cbaoge  of  circumslaDces  had  taken 
place,  which  could  authorize  a  change  in  their 
opiuioDS.  Mr.  C.  also  noticed  the  system  of  arin- 
iog  aur  merchant  vessels,  which  he  proooanced 
to  be  Dovet  and  futile.  He  did  not  state  how  he 
migbl  vole  oo  the  bill  wheo  on  its  Boal  passage. 

Mr.  RAitooLPB  re[tlied  to  some  of  the  observa- 
tion* of  Mr.  Campbell  on  tbe  subject  of  thearm- 
ing  system,  and  in  relation  to  consiaiency. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  replied  to  lome  of  the 
lemarksofMr.  Campbell,  and  defended  himself, 
U  one  who  voted  oo  Ihe  repqil  of  the  OommiUee 
of  Foreign  Relations  from  the  charge  of  incon- 
sislency.  He  wasin  favor  of  the  present  bill.snd 
in  voting  for  it  should  not  change  bis  ground, 
thought  that  this  bill  was  what  the  embargo 
ought  to  hare  been  in  the  beginning.  lo  com- 
mentiog  oii  Mr.  Campbill's  observation  in  rela- 
tioD  to  the  properly  in  ttiis  coiioiry,  he  said,  that 
when  we  went  to  war  for  a  moral  right,  he  would 
not  uy  that  twemy  millions  of  private  property 
ID  Ibis  counuy  should  be  lakeo  possessioa  of  by 

lU. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bibb's 
39,  Day*  84,  as 

Tiss— David  Bard,  BMrwell  Baiaett,  WUUan  W. 
Bibb,  William  Bbekledgf^  Tbooi**  Blount,  John 
Boyle,  William  A.  Burwell,  V/mma  Butler,  Joatph 
CaUioDD,  Oeoige  W.  Csmpbell,  Matthtn*  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  JMMh  DaaiM,  Joseph  Dosha,  Meshaok  Prank- 
lio,  James  Hdland,  David  Holmes,  Beniamia  Howard, 
itbn  Q.  Jackain,  Ridiari)  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kensn, 
WiUiam  KiApatriek,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Msii- 
on,  Ji^  HoutgomeiT,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mono w. 


Thomsa  NewboU,  John  Porter,  John  Res  of  PcnsjU 
vania,  Benjamin  Say,  John  Soiilic,  Bichsnl  Stanfud, 
John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup.  DaoUl  C  Verplaack, 
Jesse  Whuton,   Robert  WlulehiU,  and  Dwid  B.  Wii. 

ffArs— Evan  AleiandsT,  Lemaal  J.  Alatoo,  Wilb 
Alston,  jr.,  Josenh  Barker,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Adam  Bni, 
Robert  Brovo,  Epapbroililus  t^hampioD,  Msitia  Chit. 
tenden,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Culpeper,  Richard  CuUi, 
Samuel  W.  Dans,  John  Davenport,  Janior,  Daniel  V. 
Durell,  Jsmes  Elliot,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes, 
William  FiaJley,  James  Fiak,  Francia  Gardner.  Ju. 
M.  Garnclt,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Petenoa  Goodnyn, 
laaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  HeisAer.  WiUiam 
Helms,  Reuben  HnmphrejB,  Dsniat  lisley.  Bobeitin- 
kins,  Walter  Jones,  Jsmes  KeJIj,  Philip  B.  ffej,  Joha 
Ltmbert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edivuil  St.  Lae  Lfvemwre, 
Edwani  l.loyd,  John  Love.  Matthaw  Lyoa,  Jcmah 
Hasten,  Wiliun  McCneiy,  William  IISdm.  Daind 
Montgomery,  jr.,  Thomss  Moore,  Joaalhan  O.  Heady, 
Ourdon  8.  Mamfbnl,  TbomM  NewloB,  Wifaon  C. 
Nicholas,  John  Pugh,  Jasisii  Qnincy,  John  BanUph, 
Jobo  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Bidlwds,  SaBoal 
Riker,  John  llawan,  John  RdsmU,  L«mad  Ekwya, 
Ebeneier  Sesver,  Samuel  Shaw,  James  Sloaa,  Jeieibsk 
K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samorl  Smith,  Hemy  ttonth- 
arJ,  WUtian  Stedman,  (Element  Stonr,  Lniia  B. 
Slurges,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggatt,  BeajsaiB  Tdl- 
madge,  John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Jaltcs  Uphim, 
James  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  ^ficboUa 
Van  Dyke,  Archibsld  Van  Horn,  KiUisn  K.  Vim 
Rensselaer,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Marmadake  WiOiaziu, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Nsthsn  Wiln>n. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  strike  oat  of  the 
iwelfih  seciion  ihe  exceptions  to  the  gewnl  re- 
moval of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  B.  supported  the  moiion  on  the  groaad  of 
the  expediency,  for  general  reasona,  of  a  total  re* 
peal  of  the  tnabargo.  And,  in  addiiioa  to  iba 
general  reasons  in  favor  of  a  repeal,  be  observed 
thai  although  the  embargo  was  to  be  bulfMitiallf 
repealed,  in  point  of  practice,  no  aitemioa  imiiJd 
be  paid  to  the  remaining  part  of  iL  He  ifepre- 
cated  the  fostering  in  the  people  of  this  eonntry, 
tbe  sentiment  which  existed  in  almost  every  other 
country  than  ours,  that  obedience  wax  due  to  the 
laws  so  long  aa  ihe  whip  of  the  exeeatiotieT  Mas 
fiourisbed  over  the  head,  and  on  longet. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  in  favor  of  tbe  moiioo,  because 
he  wished,  by  so  doing,  lo  make  way  for  lb* 
amendment  of  a  denllemaa  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.)  for  impoaiog  additiait»i 
discriminating  duties,  «c.  ,lf  ihenon-ioiereotiTae 
system  tVas  to  be  adopted,  Mr.  B.  was  also  in  lavot 
of  repealing  the  provisions  of  ihe  embargo  laws, 
and  eoacling  others  which  should  be  more  intel- 
ligible to  the  revenue  officeca,  than  u  it  wonld  be, 
ere  it  not  repeated. 

Mr.  duiNuv  advocated  the  motion  from  ibc 
tal  impossibility  of  etLforcing  Ibe  embargo,  after 
the  fourth  of  March,  in  some  parts  of  the  coaptij, 
particularly  in  the  (Nstricl  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  cared  but  little  a  boat  this 
lueslioD,  for  ihe  die  was  oast  wheo  the  House  de- 
ided  partially  to  repeal  the  ombiirgo.  He  never 
lad  an  idea,  however,  thai  the  law  could  not  be 
enfotsedi  for,  if  it  bad  been  repealed  on  ih»t 
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^roond,  anjr  lar^  Sraie  wonld  hemfwr  h«Te  it 
ID  iti  power  lo  procure  tho  repeal  of<  any'  law 
which  il  conceived  lo  miliute  agaroit  irs  inler- 
raiB.  He  declared,  ifaal,  notwiihliandiQ^  all  thnt 
bad  been  taid  lo  iheconH'ary,  be  would  Btajntain 
'that  the  embargo  had  oever  brooght  id  evil  oa 
ihit  country. 

Mh  NicBOLM  Hid  that  if  ihs  cmfaergo  ware  lo 
be  repeakil,  in  order  lo  erect  the  Daa-iDlerconrM 
syaicDi  on  ill  own  baaia,  provisions  nearly  similar 
to  tbme  coniemplalcd  lo  be  reiained  in  force 
would  be  neceiMryu  Ar  10  yielding  to  reaisttoc? 
to  ibe  lami,  if  it  w^s  to  lake  place,  let  \i  come. 
It  was.  time  for  the  people  to  kkow  whether  they . 
Jiad  a  GoTernmeM  or  nM. 

Mr.  ALBxANDBB^rethereasoncwhy  bBihoal4 
vole  in  the  afiifnative  on  thia  motion,  deelariog 
that  he  wat  not  infiocQced  to  do  to  by  any  oppo- 
•ilictn  In  the  laws,  in  aay  quarter  of  lbs  UnioD. 

Mr.  8hi|.i<  had  been  in  favor  of  the  eiqbargo, 
which  be  had  coniidered  the  only  meant  of  pre- 
aerving  lU  from  war ;  and,  ai  it  was  determined  (o 
repeal  ibe  embargo-and  not  go  to  war,  bfe  was  in 
l«Tor  ornoo-iniercdnrae;  aod  be  said  ihaiihesys- 
lem  of  Don-iniercoarse  was  not  Mtcb  a  weak  or 
novel  sysietn  u  had  been  repretnited-  He  quoted 
the  iosianee  in  which  it  was  adopted  in  tbe  year 
1775,  and  agreed  to  in  1793,  tboDgh  not  put  in 
practice,  because  the  President  ordered  a  special 
miMioo.  Amangat  tbe  Votes  in  litror  (>(  ihe 
measure  at'lhal  day  ware  enrolled  aotae  of  tbe 
most  mpeclable  Damea  to  be  found  in  Amencan 
history.  What  were  tbe  eaDsea  which  had  pro- 
dnced  a  change  in  the  minds  of  members  of  the 
HoDse,  in  relation  to  tbe  embargo  system,  Mr.  S. 
aaid  he  did  oot  know ;  bat  certain  il  was,  that  the 
ihrmis  of  son*  gentlemen  from  the  East  bad  in* 
Buenced  in  bringing  it  abool.  Mr- S.  censured  an 
IniinnaiiDB  made  by  Mr.  Dan*  a  few  days  ago^ 
an  the  subject  of  the  retaiive  physical  itrengih  ol 
ifae  North  end  Soatb,  as  improper  to  be  B^ed  on 
the  floor,  and  unfounded  in  fact :  for  the  Slates 
of^'PennaylvaBia,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York, 
«>itIaiDed  .«  population  o'K-sevenih  greater  than 
that  of  all  ihe  New  Bngland  Slates  Ic^ether. 

Mr.  RannoLPB  supported  tbe  measure  nn  the 
grndnd  thai  as  ibe  law  bow  stood,  compaunded 
with  the  five  supple  me  ptnr^  embargo  laws,  it 
would  be  almoin  uninielligible  to  tt>e  revenue 
officers.  He  expatiated  at  aoiiie  length  m  this 
potat.  if  you  will  have  a  syaieiB  M  Dm-inler- 
MBTsa,  said  he,  eoaei  it;  but  let  us,  for  Ood's 
lake,  sing  a  requictn  to  ibrasbes  of  tbe  embargo; 
lei  not  oor  sueeesMra  have  to  lake  op  tha  dolrfnl 
ditty  where  we  left  off. 

Mr.  KtT  followed  on  the  same  aide  of  the  4iws> 
iioif>  He  was  bappy  to  Gnd  that  the  doctrine 
which  at  tbe  commeocemeni  of  the  session  was 
almcMtr  heretical,  was  now  becomiitg  oiChodoz. 
He  was  not  without  hopes  that,  if  he  maintained 
bis  ground,  he  should  soon  be  fonnd  in  the  right 
church,  preaehing  soond  and  savins  dooirine. 
Mr.  K.  said  that  the  provision  of.ibe  bill  by  which 
tbe  coniineofemeat  of  tbe  n  on- im  portal  ion  was 
fixed  for  the  20th  of  May  was  evtdence  that  it 
could  be  still  farther  poatpoMd.    If  we  can  rock . 


OUT  honor  asleep  till  the  aOih  of  May,  raid  be, 
could  it  not  be  eradleda  little  longer  for  the  pub- 
lic foodt  Mr.  E.  aj^HBred  to  be  wholly  opposed 
to  Ihe  non-inlerEoursa  system. 
-  Mr.W.  ALBTONobaerTed,io thecourseof  some 
observations  in  reply  lo  Mr.  Kev,  ihai  there  wera 
some  gentlemen  whom  no  aysiem  ihat  ever  waa . 
invented  would  sui[,.  As  to  pt^tical  doclrinca, 
said  Mr.  A.,  God  forbid  ihat  1  shoald  ever  see  Ihe 
day  when  the  doctrioM  of  that  gentleman  will 
bcctnne  orthodox. 

The  question  on  Mr.  RAiiDOLi>R'e  motion  was 
then  negatived — yeas  47,  nays  7&,  as  follows: 

TsA) — Etsd  Alflxnader,  Eukial  Bacon,  Joseph  Bsr- 
kar,  Winisin  W.  Bibb,  Williim  BtscUedge.  Epapfaro. 
dilos  Cbsmpion,  Martin  Chittanden,  Orchard  Cook, 
John  Cnlpepev,  SanHnl  W.  Dana,  John  BaTeneprtiir.,  . 
James  BUiot,  WUliam  £iy,  Bsrent  Oardenier,  Frsneia 
Oudner,  Jas.  M.  Oamett,  Ji^  Harris,  Wilham  Hoge, 
Daniel  lliley,  Richard  Jackson,  Bobart  Jsokini,  Jamaa 
Kail?,  Philip  B.  Ksy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edwatd  8i.  Loe 
Liv«rmare,EdHud  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jotish  Maa- 
tars,  WiUian  Milnor,  Jonathsn  O.  Mostly,  Josiah  Qoin- 
cy,  John  Randdph,  John  Rowan,  John  Rui«ll,  Jsmaa 
tJlaan,Saniu«18mid>,  William  Sledman.LenisB. Stui- 
gea,  Benjamin  Tsllmadge,  John  Taylor,  Abrsm  Triggf 
Jabea  Upham,  Philip  Van  Cortlandl,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Vua  Horn,  KUtian  K.  Tan  Reanaa*' 
laer.  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nati— Lemuel  J.  Alatoo,  WilKs  AletOD,  jr.,  Bavid 
Bard,  Bnrvrell  BsjMtt,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas 
Blonnt,  Adam  Boyd,  John  BotIs,  Robert  Brawn, 
William  A.  Burwell,  WilUun  Butler,  Jo«ph  Csl* 
honn,  Matthew  Ciaj,  Riofaard  Cutts,  John  Dawson, 
J6siah  Deane,  Joss^  Dsaha,  Daniel  H.  Dnrell,  Joba 
W .  Eppsa,  William  Pindler.  Meshack  Frsnklia,  Thos. 
Ghalson,  jr.,  PcteraoB  Qoodwyn.  laaiah  L.  Oram,  Jolua 
Heiiier,  William  Helma,  Jas.  HsilaBd,  David  Holmes, 
BeDJamin  Howard,  Reuben  Homphreya,  John  G.  Jsck- 
niB,  Richsnl  M.  Johnson,  Waller  Jones,  Thomaii  Ke- 
nan,. John  Lambert,  John  Love,  JVathaniej  HbdoB) 
Robart  Haiion,  William  McCreeiy,  Duiat  HoDlgotn- 
aty,  jr.,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nicholu  R.  Hoore,  Thmnaa 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Marrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomse  Newton,  Wibon 
C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  Joho  Rsa  of 
Pennajlvsnia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Mstthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  Benjamin  Say, 
Bbeneier  Seaier,  Samael  ghaw,  John  Smilie,  Jedediui 
K.  Smiai,  John  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Cloinent  Storer,  Peter  Bwart,  Oeorse  M.  Tnmpt 
Jamas  1.  Van  .Uen,  Daniel  O.  Verpland,  Jene  Wbai^ 
ton,  Rotert  WhiteblH,  kaac  Wilbonr,  HanBadaka 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Mr.  anoi.soK  moved  to  strike  out  "the  foorTb 
of  March,"  the  day  at  which  the  partial  repeal  of 
the  embargo  is  to  take  dale,  and  insert  the  "  first 
of  June."  Having  before  given  his  sentinKnt* 
on  this  subject,  and  so  mhch  baring  been  said  oa 
il,  Mr.  Q.  said  he  would  now  add  nothing. 

The  House  adjourned  before  tbe  question  could 
be  taken. 

*  .  

Wbdnebbat,  February  22. 

On  a  motion  made  bjr  Mr.  Houibb  that  an  ei»- 
grossed  bill  coaeerqing  invalid  pensioners,  wbieh 
was  read  the  third  time  yesterday,  and  ordeied  to 
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lie  on  ibe  table,  ba  raeomaiiued  to  ihe  eouBidera' 
lion  of  ■  ComiDLitee  of  Ihe  whole  Houie,  it  vai 
resolred  ia  the  affinnative,  i,ad  the  bill  «h  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  this  dajr. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Seoaie,  eatitled  "An 
act  irapplementHry  to  ibe  act.  enliiled  <An  act  to 
ameoa  the  charter  of  QeorgetowD,"  waa  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  (he 
Whole  to  morrow. 

TJie  bill  lent  Trom  the  Benate.  entitled  "Aa 
act  'mikioff  proTisiaa  for  the  furtner  ace«mm»- 
daiion  of  ibe-houuhold  of  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,"  wai  read  twice  and  commilied  to 
a  Commiiiee  of  tlie  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  cent  from  tbe  Seaate,  entitled  "Ad  a«( 
to  interdict  the  commercial  intercoune  between 
.  the  United  Btalet  aad  Great  Britain  and  Fiance, 
■ad  ibeir  dependeneies,  and  for  other  putpoict," 
was  read  twice  and  comraitied  to  a  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole  this  day, 

A  meuage  from  ibe  Senate  inforraed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  freeioc  from  postage  all  letitra  and  pack- 
ets to  Thomas  Jefferson ;"  also,  a  bill,  entf iled  "An 
act  &uiipleinentary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
aroeaa  the  charter  of  Georgelown ;"  to  which 
bills,  respectively,  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  bill  srat  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
freeing  from  postage  all  leiters  and  jMcketi  to 
Thomas  Jefferson,  was  read  three  limei  and 
passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  Alabama  Indians,"  lo- 
geiber  wiih  tbe  amendment  ai^reed  to  yesterday, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

EXPENDITURE  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  any  advances  had  been  made 
by  the  War  Department  to  the  Commander-iD- 
Cbief,  contrary  tolaw,  and  to  what  amount,  slated 
to  the  House  that  the  committee  had  received 
from  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  War 
Depanmeni  a  number  of  documents,  which  they 
bad  directed  him  to  presenile  the  House  as  their 
tepori. 

The  document*  tvere  read,  and  a  moiioa  made 
to  print  them  was  agraed  to. 

On  the  queitiou  bow  many  ahoald  be  printed, 
a  desuhory  conversation  of  near  three  hoars  took, 
place,  not  confined  to  the  question  before  the 
Houi<e,'but  tOQcbiog  somewhat  Ihe  subject  of  the 
kgaliiy  or  illegality  of  th«  advances  made. 

QuesiioQs  were  severally  taken  on  printing 
6,000, 1,200, 1,000,  900,  and  600  copies,  and  nesa- 
tived  by  large  maiorities.  Tbe  usiut  number 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HON-INTEHCOURSE. 
The  bill  from  Ihe  Seoate  for  inlerdiclii^^am' 
mereial  intercourse  between  the  Uoiledstates 
and  GreaL  Britain  and  Krance,  and  fur  other  pur- 
poses, was  twice  read,  referred  to  a  Commitieeof 
the  Whole,  anduade  lite  order  of  Ibe  day  for  this 
d.y. 


iBnished  bnsinna  of  yraterdav  (thenoa- 
se  bill  of  this  Honse)  waa  ordered  to  He 
on  the  laUe,  64  to  35. 

And  the  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  ft  Cammittee 
of  tbe  Whole,  yeas  65,  on  the  bill  from  tbe  Sea- 
ale  for  interdicting  commercial  interconrse,  &c. 

Mr.  Mastmb  moved  to  strike  out  of  (be  llth 
section,  the  words  "and  to  cause  to  be  isined  on' 
'  der  suitable  pledget  and  precautions,  letters  of 
■  marqueand  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereafter 
'coniinuiog  in  force  iia  unlawfill  edicts  against 
'  ttie  commerce  of  ibe  United  Slates." 

Mr.  UiLKoasupfxtrted  (he  motion  oa  the  gronnd 
that  the  Constitution  of  theUnited  State*  provided 
thai  Congress  alone  should  bare  tbe  pow«r  to  de- 
clare war,  and  this  bill,  by  giriagtbePreaidentad)»- 
creiion  to  jodge  when  ibai  war  shoold  eotnmen^ 
transferred  the  power  to  him.  Could  it  be  sop- 
posed  ibai  if  it  was  not  proper  now  to  go  to  war. 


eeting  of 
^eriaiuly  not.    And  if  not,  shonid 


It  would  be  proper  before  the  n 
Con^TCsat  Cerlaiulf  not.  And 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  have  tbe  powa 


of  declaring  war  before  that  time?  It  W4i  giving 
a  pledge  to  otle  nation  thai  if  she'wogid  withdraw 
her  decrees,  we  wonid  lake  part  with  her  ia  the 
war  against  tbe  other,  without  giving  the  other  a 
chance  to- withdraw  hers,  and  thas  prevent  war; 
and  he  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  it,  because  it 
tended  to  promote  war. 
Mr.  LivEaMORB  also  contended  that  the  part 

Proposed  to  b«  struck  out  was  unconstitational. 
'he  power  of  Congress  conld  not  be  delegated  to 
the  President  or  any  other  peruin.  They  might 
aa  well  delegate  to  the  President  power  to  mske 
or  revoke  alT  hiws.  Tbe  bill  did  not  cootemplste 
a  legialaiive  aet  for  issniBg  letters  of  marqne  or 
reprisal  against  a  particular  enemy,  but  gave  a 
power  to  the  President  to  cboose  with  which  of 
the  belligerents  be  would  take  sides  and  against 
which  he  would  declare  war.  If  the  nation  was 
in'favor  of  war,  this  was  not  the  proporwayto 
make  it.  He  coneeived  that  if  they  passed  this 
bih  their  eonsiitnenta  would  tell  them  that  tber 
were  traitors  to  the  Conatitntion ;  that  they  had 
betrayed  the  irust  reposed  in  them.  There  waa 
B  lime  wben.hs  should  have  been  astonished  lo 
see  such  a  bill  as  ibis  come  from  the  Senate;  but 
the  age  of  miraelea  was  not  pawed.  He  should 
searcely  now  be  surprised  at  anything  whieb 
could  be  proposed.  Its  passage  would  be  a  pre- 
cedent which  would  fedonnd  lo  the  cverlaMing 
disgrace  of  the  Coogresa  of  the  United  States. 
He  said  also  that  it  was  a  clause  which  he  con- 
«eived  would  shake  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  lo  its  foundation.  He  only  considered 
it  in  a  Constttutiooal  point  of  view ;  ks  to  its  in- 
expediency, (hat  was  a  minor  coasiderfttion  whei 
put  in  competition  with  its  anoonstitutionalitv. 

Mr.  Ltoh  followed  on  the  same  aide  ana  oi 
tbe  iame  groundi  as  Messrs. Mi lnob  aad  Livti^ 
aioBB.  He  btlieved  that  the  people  did  not  wish 
for  war.  No  men  wished  for  it  bnt  those  whs 
wished  offices  or  some  other  benefit  from  it.  Hs 
wished  tbe  nation  lo  be  permitted  to  grow.  He 
knew  of  no  mods  by  which  ibia  nation  conld 
mote  effectually  be  plunged  into  war  with  Great 
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Britain  and  Hlliaoce  with  France,  than  b^  ihts 

troTJsioB  of  the  bill.'  Alihoiigh  Mr.  L.  did  not 
ke  the  embargo,  because  he  coosidered  it  ruin- 
ous tu  ibe  people,  he  would  rather  eoDtinue  it  for 
seyen  years  tfaaa  to  plin>Ke  into  war. 

Mr.  HoLLaND  apoke  in  repl^  to  tbepreeeiKng 
^ileoiBD.  He  was  astonished  that  ^Qtleoien 
ibould  derlare  erery  propoaiiion  the  worst  tbat 
ever  was  oiB^e.  A  ihort  lime  ago  gentlBmcn 
would  rather  have  war  fhaa  the  embargo.  But 
thii  bilk  neither  was  a  declaration  of  war,  nor  a 
discretion  to  the  Preiid»l  to  make  it.  li  auibor- 
iied  ihe  President,  at  the  monwut  of  oaeof  those 
Powsrs  withdrawing  it*  order*  or  decrees,  to' 
inne  leiiers  of  marque  and  reprisal.  It  eoarerred 
BO  lesislatire  power  on  the  Eieattiire.  The 
eVm  wssSisd  OD  the  happening  of  which  being 
nade  kno-wn  to  the  President,  be  shqold  forth- 
with issue  lettera  of  ^nanjue  and  reprisal.  The 
bill  obmted  the  great  objection  Which  had  been 
made  to  war,  viz :  that'll  must  be  a  war  against 
two  nations.  Now  tlits  bill  SHre  choice  to  those 
nitioQS  which  would  make  herself  one  enemf ; 
nd  it  would  be  equally  the  idteieit  of  both  to 
withdraw  ill  decrees. or  Order^  and  place  the 
Uniied  States  at  irar  with  the  other.  He  had 
noidea  of  consulting  the  interest*  or  those  oations 
more  than  oar  own;  and  if  it  was  ascertained 
Ibit  those  Daiions  were  determined  to  continue 
their  order?  and  decrees,  no  gentleman  in  the 
House  would  sa;  that  this  nation  should  not  re- 
riat  tbem,  except  perhaps  the  geoileman  from 
flew  York  (Mr.  OAHoBnitH)  or  the  geDtleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  L70H.) 

The  Committee' then  rose,  and  on  the  qaetlion 
thiiii  lM?«Leareto  sit  again,  it  WW,  after  debate, 


Tbobbdat,  FebfDarjr  33. 

A  OMtioa  was  made  by  Mr.  Rbxa,  of  Tenase- 
•ee,  tbat  tbe  Houee  do  eoaae  tu  the  foUAwing  re- 
Mtaiion; 

Saehtd,  That  u  oeder  of  this  Hame  of  du  IBth 
iiMBEtl,  directing  "  that,  nntil  the  end  of  the  present 
wwoB,  tbe  dalfy  honrof  meotiiiK  Aall  be  teao'doek, 
Ukd  ihanld  a  quorum  not  appear,  the  aamee  of  tbe 
■csihen  i^all  be  cbUbi].  sail  those  preeent  itoted  in 
tha  Journal  of  each  day,"  be  lesoinded. 

The  reaolDlion  waa  read  aad  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  ubie. 

The  Honsq  proceeded  to  consider  Ihe  atoend- 
ments  proposed  bjr  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  drspgaal  of  certain  iraeta  (rfland 
ia  the  Hiatiaaippi  Territory, claimed  under  SpaD- 
Mb  grants  repotled  by  the  Land  CoMmisaiooeie 
w  aaiedated,  and  for  other  purposes :"  Where- 
Bpon. 

Aesoltwfl  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
first,  seooao.  and  third  amendments. 

RetolBed,  That  this  Hoose  doth  agree  to  thi 
fonrtb  aad  last  aneBdmenta  of  the  Seuftte  to  thi 
Nid  bill ;  and  that  tbe  title  be,  "An  act  tat  tfai 
^sposal  of  oertaio  tracts  of  land  in  the  Mtstis- 
Hppi  Territory,  claimed  aaAer  Spanish  grants  ra- 
porled  by  the  Land  Commusioneis  aa  snudaMd 
10th  Con.  Sd  Sbss.— 48 


and  to  confirm  the  claims  of  AbrAfaam  Sllis  and 
Daniel  Harregal." 

INTALID  PENSIGNBHS. 

Tbe  House  repaired  itself  inio  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  an  engrossed  bill  cooccraiaff  inva- 
lid peiisiooerii;  and, after  soiae  time  spent  lOerein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  an  ameadment 
eio.  Tbe  House  then  proceeded  to  consider 
..._  bill:  Whereupon,  the  amendment  reported 
tbereio  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 

I  stii'fte  out  the  fourth  seclloD,  in  the  words  fal- 

iwing,  to  wit: 

"Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enatitd.  That  arajr 
person  who  has  been  or  shsll  be  sdmiUed  to  a  pension 
under  the  pioviMoa  of  tbe  afaraaaid  act  of  the  tenth  of 
Apiil,  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  six,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  a  sum  eqaal  to  the  sfgregata  aoioant 
pensiOD,  catculated  from  tha  time  when  the  dis- 
ability, ID  cootequeiLce  of  which  it  waa  granted,  waa 
;uiTed,  to  the  time  of  his  a'    '    ' 


JiBt"- 


to  the  s 


i  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  the  ques^ 
tea  that  the  House  do  concur  with  tha 
ofthe  whole  House  in  iheir  agreement 
araendmeDt,and  passed  in  tbe  nega- 
yeas  4S,  nays  50,  as  follows: 
.B~Wilhs  .Uilon,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, John  Slake,  jr.,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Beyle,  Wa- 
liam  Bntlar,  John  Dsienpor^  jr.,  Meahack  Franklin, 
Thomas  Ohotion,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyu,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Hsnis,  John  Heister,  William  Helou, 
James  Holtand,  David  Holmes.  Renben  Humphreys. 
Daniel  Haley,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Joaiah  Masters,  William  MeCreery,  Daniel 
Montgomny,  jr.,  JMwnith  Morrow,  Jehn  MottSW, 
Thomas  NewboM,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesase,  JWodb 
Richards,  Matthias  Riobards,  Benjamin  Say,  BbeneiA 
Beaver,  Semnel  Bhaw,  James  Sloan,  John  Bmilie, 
Biehard  Btsafbrd,  Clement  Btom,  Bunnel  Taggart, 
BenisMint  TdliudffS,  John  Taylor,  Ahram  Trigg, 
George  M.  Troup,  Daniel  C.  Verplaa<±,  Jesse  Whar- 
tDD.Bobert  Whilebill,  David  R.  WUiaaa,  and  Ales- 
ander  Wilson. 

Ntia— Evan  Alexander,  Lemtiel  J.  Alston,  Biekial 
Bacon,  WUlJam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaukledge,  Tbos. 
Blount,  Joseph  Calhoon,  Epsphioditua  Champiaa, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Culpeper,  Josiah  Deane, 
James  EUiot,  WilUam  Ely,  William  Fifidley,  James 
Fiak,  Francis  Gardner,  James  H.  Gsioett,  William 
Hoge,  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert 
JenUns,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward 
Lloyd,  John  Lme,  Matthew  Lyon,  WtUiam  Milnof, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholsa  R.  Moore,  Joaathan  O. 
Mosely,  Oeidon  S.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  Wfl- 
■on  CNidiolas,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  John  Band<4^,8aD)- 
nel  Biker,  Jededlah  K.  SmiUi,  John  Bmilh,  Samaal 
Smith,  WilUm  Btedman,  I^wb  B.  Starges,  Peter 
Swart,  J^tti  Upham,  James  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van 
Coftlandt,  Nidiolaa  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  B<nn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Marmaduke  WiUiatoa,  and 
Nathan  WilH>n. 

The  hill  was  then  read  the  third  time :  Wher«- 
upon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hot.L.aNn,.tbnt 
the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  consideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House:  and  tbe  qnaa- 
lion  being  put  tbenmpon,  it  was  lesolyed  in  th« 
affira»live> 


dovGoo^le 


HISTORY  OF  C0N0RB8S. 


1508 


AoR-AifarcourM. 


NON-IKTBRCOURBB. 
Tbe   Hoai«  weol  iaio  ■  Comiuittre  or    the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  frmn  the  Senate  Tor  iolerdi 


log  CI 


rnmercial 


ne.  &^.     Mr.  Mabtebs'b 


motion  for  siriking  out  part  of  IheeleTenihiecUoti 
being  yet  under  conai deration. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Jacebom  mofed  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  tbe  section  preceding  the  proviso,  for 
tbe  parposeorinseriing  the  following  ■mendment: 

"  ir  mfter  Great  Brittin  or  Franca  thall  revoke  luch 
or  their  orden  or  decreee,  lam,  or  edictigU  liotita  the 
lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rigliti  of  the  United  Statea, 
of  which  revocation  the  PretidenC  ofthe  United  aut«a 
■hall  ^Te  pnblie  notice  hy  proclamation  fixing  the  time, 
which  ahall  be  at  the  eifaratiali  of  &ftj  da;*  from  tbe 
date  theraaf^  when  the  operation  of  thia  act  and  ilao  of 
Iha  act  la^ng  an  embargo,  &c.  ahall  ceaae  and  deter- 
ulnei  and  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Suiea  shall  at 
the  eipiratim  of  the  time  limitod  in  the  aaid  procla- 
mation ime  letten  of  marqae  and  Teprisal  againit 
Iha  nation  which  ihall  continue  In  force  iu  nnUwful 
edieti  againat  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slatea." 

The  reason  he  auigoed  for  it  was  not  a  bostiliiv 
to  the  principle,  but  thai,  aa  ibe  section  now  stooa, 
it  gBTe  the  President  t  discreiiooacf  power  to 
jndge  of  the  time  at  which  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  would  he  safe  enough  to  waffani 
the  wiihdra.wiDg  tbe  embargo  as  relates  to  either 
Power,  *e, 

Mr.  Randoliv  called  for  a  division  of  the 
(Question  on  atrikiog  ont,  *o  as  to  lake  the  quei- 
'iion  distinctly  OD  striking  out  the  two  clauses  of 
ihespction.  * 

The  quesiion  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first 
clause  of  the  section,  and  negatived,  52  to  47. 

Tbe  qaettion  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
■econd  clause,  being  precisely  tbe  motion  of  Mr. 
.Mabtebb, 

Hr.  Dana  objected  to  the  clause  for  a  variety 
.of  reasons,  beeause  it  det^ated  to  tbe  President 
|Kiwer  which  belonged  to  Congress  only,  by  mak- 
ing him  judgeof  what  "pledges  and  precautions" 
were  ^  suitable ;"  that  it  authorized  the  etpploT- 
'■ncat  of  private  force  in  a  case  in  which  the  pub- 
■to  force  was  not  to  be  employed,  which  is  a  dov- 
tltr;  it  contemplated  not  actnal  war  but  invited 
indiridual  .eoterprise;  it  was  therefore  a  mere 
meoace.  going  upon  the  principle  that  private 
ressds  might  be  authorized  lo  make  reprisals 
where  tbe  public  force  was  not  presumed  to  be 
employed ;  it  was  therefore  a  measure  UDworiby 
of  tbe  Government,  and  unknown  in  the  history 
of  nations.  The  construeiian  of  the  section  too 
was  siogular,  and  he  was  aeionished  that  such  a 
bill  should  eome  from  tbe  Senate.  It  made  no 
ragulaiioDs  as  to  what  disposition  sboald  be  made 
«f  the  properiv  ctfptuied  by  iheM  vessels,  whether 
declared  good  prize  or  not,  &e.  It  was  a  mere 
-TBgae  proposition,  and  unworthy  of  the  Oovern- 
inent,  as  it  proposed  war  by  individuals  while  the 
nation  shrunk  from  the  contest.  He  objected 
ftisc  to  tbe  condition  on  which  letters  of  marque 
were  to  be  issued — that  on  one  nation's  ceasing 
to  wrong  us,  wa  should  agree  to  fight  another. 
.He  objected  lo  it  tw,  btcausc  it  transferred  to  the 
Presidaot  a  legislative  power,  by  making  tha  ia- 


suing  letten  of  marque  dependent  on  Ihe  enatt 
wbicl)  in  the  opinion  of  the  Pretident  sboald  rea- 


Mr.  J.  Q.  Jaokioii  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
out  th«  whole  section,  except  tbe  enacting  clause. 
He  acknowledged  the  jusiioa  of  the  argumeati  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut  I  but  asa  session 
of  Congress  would  inlefvene,  the  objection  to  ibe 
defect  m  detail  would  fall  to  the  ground.  The 
amendment  wbieb  he  intended  to  ofiier,  wodd  re- 
move iheremaindBr  of  the  gentleman's  ofajeetioii*. 

Mr.  RAHnoi^H  called  for  a  diriaion  of  the 
motion  M  tbe  same  point  as  before  He  ssid  if 
the  Senate  had  erred,  tbe  etrot  was  not  toberroH 
edied  by  the  proposition  submitted  ta  the  House; 
It  was  only  putting  a  tortoise  under  the  depbinl; 
for  the  system  would  be  liable  to  precisely  (he 
same  objections  as  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
amended.  Mr.  R.  went  into  an  examiasiion  of 
theameodmcnt  which  Mr.  Jackboh  read,  to  show 
that  this  was  the  case.  It  was  in  fact  tbe  same 
point  now  whieh  tbe  House  bad  under  conside- 
ration a  few  days  ago— «  declaraiios  of  war  m 
fiUwro,  leaving  it  to  chance  as  to  *^m  and  how 
war  was  to  be  declared ;  with  a  menial  leaerva* 
lion  at  tbe  tame  lime,  that  all  this  wasmere  peo, 
ink,  and  paper.  It  was  complying  with  the  ob- 
ject of  those  very  belligerents  whom  it  proposed 
to  resist,  vis:  invoUipgusin  the  war— setting  tbe 
nation  upto  the  highest  bidder,  the  kindest  keeper. 
Was  Ibis  dignity?  Was  ibis  the  spirit  of  769 
He  described  this  bill  from  the  Seoaie  u  a  new 
alternative,  never  discovered  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relaliona,  who  had  some  time  a^ 
presented  three  of  them  lo  the  House.  HesptJe 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  present  session.  Ii  hu 
been  said  (observed  Mr.  R.)  that  this  House  ha* 
been  acting  under  a  panic  ;  and  allusion  has  beea 
made  to  a  particular  uuBrter  of  the  Union  as  tbe 
cause  of  that  panic.  1  trust,  sir,  that  tbe  nemben 
of  this  House  will  think  it  more  bononble  to 
themselves,  if  they  are  to  ba  influenced  by  fear, 
and  I  hope  they  are  not,  lo  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  a  great  and  respcctabJe  nortion  of  the  Uniea, 
than,  aAer  having  expressed  a  disposition  to  grat- 
ify that  sraiioa,  to  be  whipped  in  hy  an  editorial 
paragrapbist  It  bas  been  truly  said  that  the 
Qorernment  of  Prance  waa  destroyed  by  the  Par- 
liBments  putting  the  galleries  in  the  plaec  of  ibe 
bouse.by  legislating  under  the  hisses  or  appleosei 
of  the  plleriea.  This  was  a  horrible  snit  of 
things.  But  if  any  body  of  men  is  to  loisUle 
under  hissings,  where  is  the  difference,  ineihet 
they  come  from  the  gdleries,  or,  from  really  the 
moat  worthless  part  of  the  community  9  Wbe- 
iher  from  an  individual  who  arrogates  tobimitlf 
not  merely  the  right,  which  as  an  individtul  aad 
freeman  he  has  of  judging  of  the  conduct  of  ihii 
House,  but  of  prefceribing  what  it  should  dol  Aid 
when, sir,  1  indulge  in  tnese  obaervaiions  I  ftda 
repugitanee  at  comparing  such  an  audieoceasi 
see  around  me  to  persons  of  that  descripiioa. 
Tbe  foreign  difficulties  in  which  we  are  n —  ~- 
rolvcd,  hb.  R.  attributed  i 


>  tha  rajeetion  of  a  traaty  which  migbt 


& 
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been  formed.     The  reoewal  -of  Mr,  Jay's  treaty, 
Di  the  BcceplaDceof  thai  Defoliated  by  Mr.  Mod. 


it  nov  round  itsf  If.  But,  iosiead  of  that, 
erameot  had  searched  (he  volumes  of  Puffendorf, 
Marten,  Vat(<:I,&.c., and  produced  w bole  rolumes 
of  diplomatic  corretpoodeDce.  He  said  he  could 
almost  wish  that  tne  curate  aDd  barber  would 
come  into  the  iibraiyand  make  ■  booSre  of  all 
ibe  rubbish  which  hadled.usio  thiviviDdmill  ex- 
pedition. With  regard  IO'OUt  domestic  difficul- 
ties, Mr.  R.  conceived  that  they  were  all  of  our 
o WD  creation  i  that  Uiey  had  beeo  produced  by 
ill-judged  conduct.  He  compared  the  present 
and  late  sitimtioQ  of  this  eoootrywiih  that  of 
Great  Britain'  under  the  admiaistratioD  of  Lord 
North.  Me  said  Congress  were  not  now,  lilce 
Macbeth,  in  a  siiaaiioa  where  to  go  on  was  aa 
»sy  as  to  retreat.  He  expatiated  on  their  pres- 
ent difficulty  V  &Q<i  condenQied  the  policy  which 
had  prevented  the  House  from  agreeine  to  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  CntTTEHnEN.  to  tepeU^tbeem- 
urgoal  tbecommeacementof  tnepresent  session. 
If  Cbey  now  intended  to  modify  the  embargo  at 
ill,  he  begged  of  genileineD,  for  Qod's  sake,  for 
iie  loveof  c6uDiTy,takia(f  waraingb^  the  past^r- 
nrsof  their  formei  masters.  (theMiniairy  of  Lord 
forth,)  not  to  retain  ode  ioia  of  that  obooiious 
>riaciple  which  bad  put  this  continent  ia  an  up- 
oar.  Rathertbabeoaiinueii,  he  would  join  any 
nan  in  war,  however  arerse  he  might  be  to  war. 
(nd  be  was  opposed  to  war  ;  bat,  put  the  embargo 
n  one  scale  and  war  in  the  pther,  he  would  take 
Tar — and  why  1  Because  foreign  war  was  better 
han  domestic  war.  H^said  that  this  nation  couli 
lot  go  to  war  with  a  formidable  minority  against 
L  The  bill  before  the  Committee  miffbt  bring  on 
var,  though  it  was  not  intended.  Ym,  sir,  Mid 
le,  it  may  bring  us  to  fighting  and  (o  disgrace  } 
t  is  something'  like  dresting  ounet?«s  up  in  a 
lough-face  and  wind in^shcet  to  frighten  others, 
vho  may  tlow pur  brains  out  at  thr -"  "" 


.^ a  that  it  would  be  mole  to  the  honor  of  the 

latioD  to  perseTere  in  the  embargo  until  (hey 
vent  to  war ;  bat  the  majority  of  the  House  ap- 
leared  lo  be  of  opinion  tbat  neither  course  — 
iroper.  That  being  the  case,  he  was  williD_ 
nabe  the  gronad  as  tenable  as  be  could,  so  as  to 
iroid  downright  submission.  He  replied  to  Ta- 
ious  observations  made  by  gentlemen  who  had 
poken  on  the  subject,  la  relation  to  domestic 
iifficutties,  he  should  be  as  little  iDAuenoed  by 
macks  throngb  newspapers,  as  by  popular  tneet- 
Dgs,ealist'ing  the  people  vitn  arms  in  their  hands, 
a  opposition  to  the  OuTernment.  Id  relation  to 
ba  treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
?JQkiiey,  he  said  that  the  rider  attached  to  (hat 
rcaty  gave  a  license  to  the  British  QoTemment 
o  pursue  the  very  course  which  now  produced 
lur  difficnlties,  and  Mr.  Canning  malDlaioed  that 
o  have  been  the  cgnsiruction  of  it.  Mr.  J,  said 
bat  be  wan  not  yet  prepared  for  burning  the  law 
>r  aations,  and  substiinting  force  for  law.  -  As  to 


iolationi  of  the  embargo  or  of  the  proposed  sys- 
em,  he  observed  th'at  afl  laws  restraining  the  ac- 
tions of  men  would  be  more  or  less  evaded  ;  Ihia, 
therefore,  could  be  oo  argument  agstnst  any  law 
proposed;  the  satne  objection  woufd  lie  aninst  a 
law  for  the  punishment  of  murder.  Mt.  J.  speke 
for  about  half  an  hour. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  first  clause  of  the  section,  and  oegativeJ— 56 
■i48. 

The  question  tecnrring  od  Mr.  Mutibb's  mo- 
tion for  strikiugom  the  retnaiDder  of  the  seclioB, 
relating  to  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 

Mr.  Lton  spoke  in  favor  of  striking  oat  the 

Mr.  D,  R.  Williams,  viewing  this  section  as  a 
measure  contemplating  farther  negotiatioa,  wa* 
wholly  opposed  to  it.  It  said  to  Britain,  "we 
will  dismiss  every  other  cause  of  <}uarrel  with 

fou,  if  yon  will  revoke  your  Orders  in  Council." 
t  told  our  poor  sailors,  incarcerated  in  their 
"  fiaatiog  helb,"  that  we  were  ready  to  abandon 
them.  The  su^^eader  to  her  of  the  right  of  itn- 
pressmeni,  aod  of  even  other  rights  previously  ia 
contest,  was  ofiered  as  the  pure  base- money  for 
the  fevocation  of  the  Orders  iiL  Conncil ;  and  ha 
blushed  for  his  country,  that  siieh  a  proposition 
should  be  seriously  entertained  in  (bis  House. 
He  would  declare  war  to-morrow  most  heartily. 
He  would  vote  for  a  section  for  immediately  is- 
suing letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  but  he  would 
not  Darter  away  our  rights  for  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  CouaciL  If  we  were  lo  submit,  he 
wished  to  do  iC  in  that  way  which  should  carry 
so  much  destractioD  into  the  families  of  those 
who  cried  out  so  loudlv  for  (he  repeal  of  (he  em- 
bargo, that  they  would  rally  round  the  QavetA- 
meiti  in  support  of  the  country's  rights. 

Mr.  Bppbb,  too,  was  of  opinion  that  (here  wa> 
no  honorable  course  left  for  this  countTy  but  em- 
bargo or  war;  but  a  majority  of  (he  House  hav- 
ing overruled  bis  opinion,  he  mus(  ac(}uiesce  ia 
(heir  decision.  But  he  could  not  consent  to  adopt 
(he  measure  proposed  by  this  section,  which,  un- 
der whatever  aspect  he  could  view  tt,  appeared 
calculated  to  produce  no  efi'ect  but  disgrace  and 
ruin  (0  tile  country.  It  could  only  be  used  in  oae 
ol  two  ways,  either  as  an  instrument  of  negoiia- 
lion  or  as  a  measure  of  War.  Mr.  E.  used  soma 
arguments  to  show  that,  as  an  instrument  of  ne- 
gotiation, proposing  to  each  Power  to  pass  over 
all  former  injuries  if  it  would  withdraw  its  last 
infraction  of  our  rights,  and,  besides  so  doing,  to 
go  to  war  with  its  enemy ;  whatever  mi^bt  ba 
the  result,  it  could  produce  nothing  hut  ruin  and 
disgrace.  It  reminded  him  of  a  physician  paint- 
ed blind,  with  a  club  in  his  hands,  his  patient  on 
one  side  and  the  disease  oti  (be  other ;  striking  at 
random  oa  each  side,  he  killed  the  one  to  which 
chaocc  directed  the  Gist  blow.  And  as  a  measure 
of  coercion,  whji-'was  it?  Not  old-fa^ioned 
downright  wVi  !>■)'  war  depending  on  a  eentia- 
sency.  It  was  a  golden  apple  held  up  to  (he  bel- 
rigereD(s  (o  be  adjudged  (o  (he  swiftest  in  reeed- 
Jng.  Upon  the  humor  or  whim  of  Talleyrand  ot 
Capaiug,  when  they  received  the  proposal,  ari»- 
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iog  perhapf  from  ■!■  aodiffttcd  din  dot.  was  to 
depend  oar  war  with  eiiber  Fnaet  or  Bngland; 
and  wa  are  to  prcipot  ounelvn  as  a  couneMO  to 
Iba  )K)lluted  embraeaa  of  Englinil,  or  tw  Sxed  on 
the  imperial  car,  in  either  ease  bribing  Prance  or 
England  fajr  going  to  war  wiifa  the  enemy  of  rhe 
ODE  which  should  be  the  first  K>  embrace  our  ofler. 
Whioherer  should  accept  it,  disgrace  and  ruin 
tnuM  be  the  resnli.  Rome,  at  one  time,  was  said 
to  want  nothing  but  a  bidder ;  but  Rome  had  its 
•ge  of  ririue.  Mr.  E.  said  that  it  seemed  at  if 
w«,  la  our  «err  infaocr,  had  all  the  degeneracy 
of  the  latter  days  of  old  Rome.  If  there  was  not 
ftrmaeM  enough  to  lake  a  maolf  altitude,  be 
boped  the  House  would  not  take  this  thing  asa 
substitute  for  it. 

Mr.  PiaK  was  agaiost  striking  ont  this  elaasr. 
After  some  remarks  in  reply  to  Meurs.  Rah- 
DOLFB  and  LroiT,  he  said  that  he  resrelted  ex- 
ceedingly the  sitoaiion  in  which  the  House  was 
placet) ;  that  this  clanse  thould  be  stricken  oot— 
for  it  would  be  Tinuady  saying  that  they  meant 
to  take  no  honorable  ground,  that  they  woald 
wbmit.  Ha  beliered  that  temporizing  would 
ruin  the  nation.  As  to  opposition  of  the  people 
1*  ibe  East  to  war  on  any  terms,  be  said  that, 
excepting  a  few  who  had  been  opposed  to  the 
Revuluiion,  and  who  still  longed  for  British  do- 
minion, there  were  not  many  who  wonld  not  join 
their  GoTernment  in  a  war  against  either  Orvai 
Britain  or  France  for  the  maintenance  of  our  jnst 
right*. 

Thequeftlon  was  then  tiken  on  vtriking  ont 
Ibat  part  of  the  bill  from  ibe  Senate  relating  to 
letters  of  marque  and  repriMl,  and  eirried— 
ayes  72. 

Mr.  D.  R.  William*  (hen  proposed  his  amend- 
ment  for  sahstituting  a  discriminating  duty  of 
— •  per  eeni.  as  a  subatitute  for  the  non-importa- 
tion from  Great  Britain  and  Prance. 

The  Committee imme4iatriyrose,wltbontt»fe- 
Ing  a  qnestion,  and  obtained  teare  to  sit  agitin. 

Fainir,  Febrnary  H. 

On  a  tnotion  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  TenneMM, 
that  the  HoDse  do  now  proceed  to  consider  •  re- 
aoluiion  proposed  by  him  yeslerda*,  and  ordered 
lo  lie  on  the  table,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit; 
Sttohed,  That  m  order  ofthts  Rouse  of  the  sighteenth 
itMlsnt,  dincting  "that,  ontil  tbg  end  of  the  present 
MMJon,  tbedailir  hoar  of  mmting  shsll  be  ten  o'dodt ; 
arid  ■hoold  >  qaoram  not  appear,  the  itamn  of  Ibe 
Monbei*  shslt  be  oiled,  and  Aas«  praaent  noted  In  tht 
Journal  ofnch  it.j,"  be  TeKJndkd: 

The  qopsiion  was  taken  thereupon,  and  paated 
In  the  negative. 

NON-INTEHCOURSE. 

The  House  tretit  again  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  interdict- 
ing eoramerEial  intercourse,  d^.  Mr.D.R.WiL- 
LiAUB*H  amendment  being  under  consideration, 
Tiz:  to  strike  ont  that  part  of  the  law  relating  to 
■on-imporiatTon,  and  insert  a  proTision  for  «is- 
crimiiiaiing  duties- 


Mr.  D.R.Williakb  rose  to  rest  ue  himself  rrotn 
an  imputation  of  intending  directly  to  harass  the 
bill  by  this  amend  ment,  because  he  intended  event* 
ually  to  vote  against  it.'  He  solemnly  abjured  any 
such  an  intention.  Any  member  wbo  would  at 
this  time  make  such  a  motion,  with  a  Tiew  to 
embarrsss  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  would 
deserTe  a  hatter.  Perceiving  that  a  large  majoT< 
ity  of  this  House  was  determined  tl>  repeal  the 
embargo,  and  not  to  fight,  he  had  been  induced  to 
offer  to  the  House  that,  which, to  his  understand' 
ing,  appeared  the  best  plan  that  had  been  pre- 
sented. Mr,  W.  offered  many  reasons  against  the 
BOD-intercourie  bill;  kmongiiothers,  that,  instead 
of  being  coercive,  it  would  operate  as  a  premium 
to  the  navigating  interest  of  Oreat  Briiaiu ;  that 
two  yenrs'  continuance  of  it  would  be  worth 
millions  to  Great  Britain  ;  that  it  also  iojored 
the  agricoltural  interest  of  this  couuTrr,  laying 
additional  obstructions  Aa  the  sale  of  its  proif 
nee  ;  that  it  seemed  is  though,  lest  the  people 
should  believe  (he  embargo  was  a  wise  mea^ore, 
they  were  about  to  purine  the  very  conrsewhieh 
Would  prevent  the  people  from  receiving  a  con- 
viction of  its  protecting  policy.  The  course  which 
he  proposed  would  at  least  prevent  this  evil,  by 
practfcallr  demonstrating  to  the  people  the  effect 
of  the  Orders  in  Couaei)  atid  Decreee,  which  wer* 
the  causes  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Sloah  regretted  that  this  deeepilre  mea»- 
ute  was  proposed,  nominally  can  tern pia ting  ■ 
repeal  of  the  embargo,  but  which  woald  produce 
little  or  DO  benefit.  He  described  rhe  body  politic 
to  be  labot'ing  under  a  disorder,  is  an  tudividaal 
witha  dreadfal  cancer.  When  be  beheld  the  sit- 
uation of  this  distressed  coimtry,  he  ftll  it  his  dnty 
anin  to  address  the  Rouse,  and  call  their  atien- 
lioa  to  the  remedy.  Instead  of  the  inrelerate 
passion  for  war  with  the  beltigerents,  which 
existed  in  a  part  of  the  Rouse,  he  recommended 
another  ipeties  of  wnr — ■  war  u^ainst  the  pa>- 
aions — in  which,  thongh  bo  friend  to  war,be had 
BO  objection  to  engage  tts  a  voloBteer.  fle  aereed 
with  the  gentleman  fmm  Boaifa  Carolina,  that, if 
this  bill  paised,  il  would  be  ln«t  whatlhe  Conn 
of  Oreai  Brilaia  would  wish.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
should  proceed  in  his  remarks  withoat  any  feat  irf 
ftlling  under  the  late  subnttuie  for  common  law, 
rit :  tar  tmdftxOKen — even  though  he  was  prom- 
ised "  a  fnll  sail  of  homespua  ftum  be«d  to  foot," 
by  some  heroes  of  Philadelphia,  and  Klthongb  be 
was  well  aequaimed  with  the  power  and  dispon- 
tion  of  the  Biecuiirea  of  some  States  to  screen 
offender*  fVom  ponishment.  Mr.  8.  stated  vari- 
ous objecitorts  to  the  bill.  If  it  were  eoutinaed 
long,  there  would  be  no  oeeasion  foremployii^a 
committee  to  inquire  what  dimosftioD  ebould  be 
made  of  the  BurpiDs  moaey  in  the  Tr^mry.  He 
was  in  favor  of  Mr.  WiLLtAMe'e  ameadmeat,  u 
tending  to  increase  reveone,  to  promote  ucioa, 
and  secure  the  happiness  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ltoh  alsospoke  affsiastthe  non-iDtnconise 
system,  and  in  faror  of  Mr.  WiLt.iAMB*a  amend- 
meiii,a(some  length.  Mr.  L.  was  opposed  to  the 
bill,  as  lending  to  destroy  revenue  and  narigiatioit. 
Be  MTM  had  wanted  a  sitbetitdte  for  the  ea- 
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bargo — one-eril  for  another.  Dni,  rstber  iIibb 
coDlinue  the  embargo,  he  would  take  aucb  a  mod' 
ification  of  this  bill  k  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, or  eren  the  bill  ilaelf,  The  former  plao 
might  be  operstire  on  Qrett  BriiaD.  whiUt  the 
naO'iDlercQUrse  would  bo  wholl)-  Uefficieot. 

Mr.  Taylob  next  ipoke  on  the  subject.  He 
considered  the  bill  upon  the  labia  not  lo  tipve  the 
merit  of  reiistaoce.  It  was  submission  to  trade 
io  the  trapk  poioted  out  by  tbe  Orders  in  Gouneti. 
Aod  yet,  grotlemea  said  tbey  would  not  submit. 
Could  gpQilemea  so  deceive  ihemseU.ea  »i  not  to 
see  that  tbey  were  io  faot  luhotiititig  to  tbe  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council  1  It  was  a  surrender  of  the 
OBvigaiioa  of  the  world  to  Qreat  Briiaio  ;  It  made 
bei  tbe  carrier  of  our  produce.  That  this  wu 
liie  effect,  could  not  be  coooealed.  It  was  won* 
jerfut  tbat,  like  tbe  ostrich,  hiding  its  tiead,  and 
iupposJDg  Its  whole  body  out  of  sighi,.gtntleinei) 
ibould  lUrust  their  beads  into  a  bunch  of  bram- 
bles, and  suppose  that  tbey  hid  tbe  effect  of  ihia 
lyitem.  C^ntietoeu  said  that  iJiey  woald  not 
egalize  a  trade  to  Great  Britain  uador  the  Orders 
Q  Council,  at  tbe  same  time  iliat  tbey  autbor-tse 
I  trade  wiib  her  tbroii|^h  the  depAis,  the  circuity 
rf  the  voyage  only  leniliog  to  the  beoefit  of  Qreal 
3riiaia,  by  giviitg  to  bet  the  carriage  of  Qur  ptod- 
ice.  Misbt  cot  Sweden  and  Spain  too  want  a 
title  proot,  since  mooopolv  was  tbe  order  of  the 
lay,  ftnd  impose  duties  at  tbe  enirejidlsl  It  was 
I  great  objection  to  this  system,  too,  that  it  could 
lot  be  maintatned ;  and  he  called  u^ios  the  Hovse 
tot  to  lake  a  posiiioa  like  this,  which  their  *ue- 
;essors  might  be  obliged  loabaodoo  with  di^race. 
France  aad  EngUkad  could  see,  as  iMlI  as  our- 
«lves,  (hat  the  Bystedi  eould  not  be  mainlaiMd; 
ind  if  they  should  accuaiulaK  injuries  on  our 
leads,  ttitt  sinews  of  wBj  baing  r^eied^  we  should 
lot  be  in  a  ai(UBiio«  efiectnatly  to  resist.  It  was 
lino  tbtowiog  all  adrantages  into  the  hands  of 
Sritain,  whilst  France  was  deprired  of  any  por- 
ion — beiag  submissiou  to  the  ooe  and  opposition 
o  the  other.  The  exclusion  from  French  poiu, 
00,  would  be  severely  felt  by  tho  planters  of  col- 
on ;  for,  besides  the  loss  of  a  market  for  such  a 
iroponion  of  tbe  crop,  tbe  glutling  of  tbe  Briti^ 
narket  with  so  large  a  suj'plas  would  depreciate 
IS  value  enormously.  He  called  upon  geniieuen 
lot  at  this  time  to  give  a  menopoly  Io  Britain  at 
lurown  expesoe.  Desiroustodoequal  justice  to 
K>ih  natioos,as  we  would  not  fight  them,  and  to 
lo  equal  justiee  also  to  ourselves,  and  not  to  fol- 
oir  the  very  nmoderings  of  the  Orders  io  Conn- 
'il,  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  also  objected 
o  ihc  phraseology  of  the  hill :  "  Qreat  Britain  and 
''ranee  and  their  tUpendeneieg."  Who  was  r* 
udge  what  aaiions  weredependenotea? — wbeihi 
he  (eiDi  included  Holland, Spain, aod  Portugalf 
a  relation  lo  Mr.  Williams's  amendment,  he 
lonaidered  it  to  be  ooe  which  the  United  States 
^ould  stand  by — which  would  increase  our  reve- 
lue,  and  have  some  effect  also  on  the  interests  of 
be  belligerents.  It  woald  be  belter  than  any  other 
yalen)  proposed  asm  measuraof  resistance— would 
teneficoar  merebanls,  and  enrich  the  Treasury. 

M'>  OiBBNBK  WM  appEcbennve  that  the  re- 


mainder of  the  session  would  be  eoDBiiated  im 


debating  this  bill,  and  that  Congress  would  sepa- 

removing  the  emiwrgo  at  all.    The 

coneequence  of  such  a  procedure  lie  deprecated. 


ution  by  this  bill,  For,  swrtposing  our  prodi 
go  to  the  enuepAt,  the  British  capitalist  ibi 
irchasing  it,  would  have  to  pay  in  Great  Brit 


He  bad  been  in  hopes,  that  when  the  embargo  was 
epealed,  if  a  substitute  was  considered  oecesse- 
y,it  might  be  a  measure  which  would  benefit  the 
country,  and  not  be  equally  obnoxious  with  the 
erobarffOt  He  deprecated  the  effects  produced  by 
these  Mws  on  the  people,  and  the  conieqneoee 
which  must  result  from  a  further  conttnuanoe  of 
ibem.  He  described  the  New  England  Stales, 
He  concluded  his  observation*  by  reading  an 
extract  from  the  Inaugural  Speech  of  the  preseat 
Freaident  of  the  United  States,  the  sentimeala 
contained  in  which  he  fully  approved. 

Mr.  GB0L80H  said  that  the  bill  on  the  table  waa 
■Dl  a  favorite  plan  with  him ;  but,  ai  he  should 
piobably  vote  for  it,  he  wished  to  rescue  it  from 
someof  tbe  imputations  cast  on  it.  Both  tbe  gen- 
tlemen from  Soaib  Carolina  (Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  D.  R.  Williahb)  bad  advocated  the  resoln- 
lion  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Foreisn  Rela*  ' 
tions,  proposing  this  very  plan.  As  to  tne  arga- 
ncnt  that  this  bill  opernied  to  oarry  into  eSeet 
the  Orders  in  Council,  tbe  same  objection  might 
in  tbe  same  manner  be  made  to  the  embai|^  sya- 
I,  of  which  both  those  gentlemen  wep*  strenn- 
._  BUpporieiK.  Tbisargumeat.tberefore,  hadno 
weight.    He  denied  that  we  submitted  le  British 


there, 


iostrad  of  our  paying  it.  In  this  way,  therefore, 
we  did  not  as  directly  come  undar  the  operatiOB 
of  the  Orders  in  CodbcU,  as  by  trading  direct  to 
Qreat  Britain.  Waa  there  asy  American  who 
would  be  wilting  to  resume  our  usual  iAtarcourM 
with  the  bejli^ereais,  whjle  all  the  black  eai«- 
logueaf  oartDjarieewereunatoaedl  Stuelynott 
and  yet,  this  appeared  to  be  ooatemplated  hi  tiM 
amendment  of  the  genileraaa  from  Soath  Cbm^ 
Una.  The  discriminatiog  daty  would  aifcel  Ml 
the  bdlircreati,  bat  our  own  citiBeBc;  it  would 
M\  vhoUy  upon  the  conssman  of  our  importe. 
Sooner  than  trade  thus,  he  woeld  make  a  bo^re 
of  all  our  produce,  as  the  gentleman  himself  bad 
before  proposed  in  an  elot^uent  speech.  It  would 
also  be  a  direct  submission  to  trade  under  the 
Orders  in  Council :  it  could  not  be  denied.  Com- 
merce must  at  some  time  be  resumed.  If  we  were 
to  have  war,  we  mustbavesome  commerce.  Let 
gentlemen  point  out  a  system  by  which  com- 
merce coolo  more  honorably  be  pursued,  in  the 
present  convulsive  state  oftbe  world,  than  it  could 
under  the  proposed  law ;  for,  as  it  had  been  ob- 
served, in  the  course  of  tbe  debate,  it  was  easier 
to  find  fault  with  a  system  than  to  invent  one. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  rose  to  rescue  hirasdi 
from  any  imputation  of  inconsistency.  He  had 
been  extremely  happy  when  the  gentleman  rose 
lo  hear  him  avow  his  inteniioo  of  rescuing  the 
bill  from  some  of  the  imputations  east  on  it,  for 
really  it  was  somewhat  necessary,  as  no  reasoni 
had  yet  been  offered  in  favor  of  the  bill.    But  he 
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had  been  adopird  ■!  the  commeDcemeai  of  tbe 
MMion,  bad  been  iateoded  lo  go  in  aid  of  the  em- 
bargo ;  it  did  not  contemplate  a  repeal  of  tbe  em- 
bargo ai  ihii  bill  did.  and  (here  wan,  therefore,  no 
iDCODBiBieaey  in  ToiiDg  for  thai  reaolmioD  and 
againat  this  bill.  As  to  the  additional  dot;  being 
a  burden,  if  the  law  paiaed  as  it  now  stood  and 
wa*  executed,  i<  deprived  the  people  of  the  arli- 
ete  attogether ;  if  not  ezecaied,  ttie  premium  to 
the  tmuggler  would  amount,  in  some  casea,  to 
DOD  per  cent,  initead  of  50  or-25  per  cent.  And 
unquestionably  it  could  not  be  executed  ;  for,  not- 
witbstBndiDg  the  eiislcuce  of  actual  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  all  the  rerenne 
officer*  and  military  force  of  boih,  the  British 
market  had  always  been  supplied  with  French 
olaiet  and  Spanish  wool.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  eudeavored  to  saddle  him  and  his 
friend  (Mr.  Tatloh)  with  ineonBisteocy  becanw 
he  could  not  defend  the  bill — for  it  could  not  be 
defended. 

Mr.  Baoor,  bowerer  he  might  be  prepared 
urge  ar^meni*  against  tbe  bill,  said  he  could  not 
in  charily  puib  ibe  argument  any  further  unon 

Sentlemen  i  for  no  gentleman  had  atlempteu  to 
efend  it  except  the  gentleman  from  Virgini 
(Mr.  GHOLBon,)  who,  with  the  eharacterisi 
gallantry  of  a  young  and  actire  soldier,  had  done 
tbe  best  he  could  tor  it.  Mr.  B.,  however,  only 
rose,  BB  he  had  been  alluded  to  as  having  an 
smendtueni  in  his  possessioD,  to  read  it  lo  tbe 
House.  Mr.  B.  read  the  following  secuou  as  an 
■mendment,  which,  in  connexion  with  other  sec- 
tions coDiaining  details,  he  intended  to  propose 
if  Mr.  WiLLUMs'a  amendment  should  be  carried : 


"  And  ht  it  further  enaeted,  Thst  the  commander 
and  crew  of  any  merchsnt  vbsmI  of  tbe  Dniled  8t*tea, 
owned  and  nangaled  i^oll;  by  ■  oitiien  or  eitiiens 
thereof,  may  oppoM  sad  defend  against  any  anltwful 
reetraint  or  seiiure  not  authorised  bj  the  cuilopisi^ 
•ad  aclroawledgad  law  of  CBliong,  which  shall  be  A- 
lotnpted  upon  sneb  vvsael,  or  upon  any  other  Teasel 
•fmed  and  navigated  aa  afbreaud,  bj  the  commander 
ot  crew  of  any  foreign  armed  vesael,  and  tnay  repel  by 
force  any  aaMult  oi  hostility  which  ih&ll  be  made  or 
committed  on  the  part  of  such  tbreign  armed  vessel 
pnnoing  such  attempt,  and  may  subdae  and  capture 
tbe  lame  i  and  may  also  retake  any  Teiaal  owned  and 
navigated  a*  aforesaid,  which  may  have  been  captured 
GODiiarj  to  the  cuatomory  and  acknowledged  laws  of 
nation!,  by  any  foreign  armed  vessel." 

Mr.  B.  observed,  however,  even  if  tbe  bill  should 
not  be  amended,  be  should  vote  for  it,  chiefly  be- 
cause the  term  of  m  duration  was  limited,  and 
it  might  produce  a  lUtle  good. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Jacesoh  conceived  that  the  expe- 
dient proposed  was  eveo  worse  than  the  oon- 
intercDurse  bill.  He  rose,  however,  to  expose 
the  evil  tendency  of  the  amenttment  suggested  by 
Mr.  Bacok,  which  contemplated  giving  to  mer- 
chants the  power  to  chooae  what  attaclu  or  seiz- 
ures they  chose  to  consider  unlawful,  and  thus 
involve  IM  United  States  with  whom  they  chose. 
H«  warned  genilemca  against  adopting  it.    If 


war  wa*  to  be  made,  lei  it  be  declared  aeeordiag 
-    (be  Constitution. 

Mf.  Williams'b  motion  was  then  negatived, 
51  to  90. 

Mr.  Cook  renewed  tbe  motion  to  strike  out  the 
same  pari  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  inaerting 
amendment  for  arming  our  merchant  veseb 
I  subBtituie  for  il.  In  support  of  his  motioi^ 
Mr.  C  urged  a  number  of  argaments.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  n  on 'intercourse  system.  There 
was  no  fear  of  the  arming  system  driving  the  na- 
tion into  war;  for,  whatever  acta  should  be  com- 
mitted by  our  armed  vessels,  would  be  the  acts  of 
individuals  and  not  of  the  nation.  He  bad  braid 
from  parts  of  the  Union,  from  peApJe  not  lo  be 
interested  in  or  injured  by  such  a  coura^  cn'es  for 
war,  war,  war!  At  whose  expense?  Notaitheii^ 
but  of  those  on  the  margin  of  Ibe  ocean,  who  ail 
wished  for  peace.  Mr.  C.  again  deprecated  the 
continuance  of  tbe  embargo,  and  expressed  bis 
cOncnrreuce  in  opinion  wiiE  Mr.  RANiM>LPB,tbat 
our  Admin  istratiou  was  pursuing  a  coarse  some- 
what similar  to  that  of  Lord  North  under  the 
British  Oovernmeni.  The  coursewhich  lie  pn>- 
posed  would  promote  union,  and  again  unite  a 
divided  people.  The  following  is  the  imoid- 
ment  which  Mr.  C.  proposed  to  insert: 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  aftct 
the  twMitieth  day  of  May  next,  the  merdlsnt  Mtls 
Qwned  wholly  by  a  citnen  or  dtiieni  ot  tba  Ki^ed 
Stata,  and  navigated  whcdly  by  citizens  of  lbs  United 
States,  and  not  in  any  part  laden  with  gaadi  cooin- 
band  of  war,  and  not  bound  to  soy  poit  ta  plate  ic- 
taally-bloekaded  and  invested,  and  porraing  acon- 
merce  permitted  by  the  lawaoftbe  United Stelca, may 
be  armed  and  eqmppeil,' and  may  defendllMir  neatial 
rigbta,  by  moating  the  late  daereea  of  Franoe  and  or- 
ders of  Great  Britain,  which  vidate  tbe  long  eatafc- 


inlt  or  hoatUity  whicb  ahall  be  made  ot  a 
tbe  part  of  any  French  or  Britiih  nMsl  of  war,  in 
puranance  of  aucb  decrees  o;  ordanilad  tasobdue 
and  capture  tbe  aame ;  and  to  retake  slij  vsimI  of  tba 
United  States,  owned,  navigated,  Isdencd,  and  booiiA 
as  aforeaaid,  which  rosy  have  been  c^toied  pomant 
to  aucb  decreea  or  orden  by  any  veaael  Bailing  voder 
French  or  British  colors,  and  acting  or  ^etcsdiiig  la 
act  by  or  under  aiUbority  of  such  decree*  <tt  «adni 
from  the  French  or  British  GovmmientB." 

Mr.  HoLLANO  thought  it  would  be  better  at 
once  to  withdraw  all  our  measures,  to  andoeveiy* 
thing  that  had  been  done,  than  to  adopt  the  gea- 
ileman's  amendmeat.  Of  all  others  the  system 
of  arming  our  merchant  vessels  was  the  most 
futile  that  could  be  conceived.  The  merchants 
would  again  come  forward  and  call  upon  tbe 
Government  to  take  up  tbe  cause.  And  was  tbe 
Government  again  to  b<  duped  by  them  ?  N»; 
for  if  tbe  Government  had  done  wrong,  in  hit 
opinion  it  was  by  going  too  far  for  the  aopporttf 
commerce ;  and  tbeir  efforts  were  rewarded  by 
the  exclamations  of'  the  Mme  peuple,  who,  by 
their  cries,  had  indnoed  the  Govemmeni  so  leda. 
Sooner  than  again  attempt  to  protect  them,  il 
they  deserted  their  own  cause,  he  would  kave 
commerce  and  the  rights  of  the  seas  lo  the  nKtcj 
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of  tbewJDiIa  aad  waves.  He  woald  tepe&l  all 
our  iliscTimiDBtiDg  duliea  and  dr&wbacki,  thai  the 
merchaats  should  be  bereartn  preeiiely  od  the 
Mine  toaxlog  as  foreign  merchants. 

The  qiieBtion  waa  tbeo  taken  on  Mr.  Cooe'b 
motion  and  ne^tived,  50  to  iS. 

Mr.  Mariok  moTed  tp  amend  the  bill  bjratrrk- 
ing  out  the  faurcfa  day  of  March,  and  interting 
the  firieenth  day  of  March,  as  the  dar  on  wbicfi 
the  partial  repeal  of  the  embargo  ahonld  take  date, 
■nd  Ihns  to  place  all  the  poru  in  the  Union  on 
an  equality— negati  Fed  by  56  to  45. 

The  bill  waa  then  reatf  through. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  inquired  whether  the  bill 
extending  credit  on  revenue  bondii,  the  continu- 
ance of  which  deneoda  on  the  eonlinuance  of  the 
embargo,  would  oe  continued  after  the  piauge 
of  this  law. 

Mr.  NicBOLAS  Slid  b«  could  only  state  his  in- 
dividual opinion'that  it  would  be  acilt  in  foroe. 

Mt.  D.  R.  Williams  asked  whether  it  had 
been  considered  expedient  hj  (he  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  inat  that  oill  should  continue 
in  force  hereafter  ? 

Mr.  NtcBOLAS  replied  that  the  committee  bad 
not  had  the  subject  trader  consideration.' 

The  Codtmiltee  then  rose  and  reported  the  hill 
ai  amended. 

Mr.  W.  AlbtOk  hoped  that  the  House  would 
not  now  consider  the  report,  but  lake  dp  the  ap- 
propriation bill  for  the  naTf. 

The  House  agreed,  however,  now  to  coniider 
the  report— yeas  60. 

The  ameadmeat  mndein  the  Committee,  by 
striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  tet- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  baine  read,  was  con- 
curred in — yeas  74,  nays  33,  as  Allows; 

Y>A«— Evan  AUxander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Esekial 
Bacon,  JoMpb  Baikw.  WiHiam  W.  Bibb.  WiUiam 
BUekledge,^  John  Btaka,  jr.,  ThonM  Bloant,  Adam 
Bayd,  WilUun'ButJer,  EpapbioditUa  Champion,  Or- 
chard Cook,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davsnport,  Jan.,  Danisi  M.  Duiell,  Jamea  Blihn,  Wil- 
liam EI7,  John  W,  Eppas,  WUlian  Pindler,  Me^ack 
Fiutklin,  Jamea  M.  OiuD^  Thomas  Gholaon,  Jan., 
Petwaon  Gsodwyn,  John  Harria,  William  Helma,  Ren- 
ben  Hamphraja,  Danial  Ilaley,  Richard  Jackaota,  Wal- 
ler JoDOs,  James  K^j,  Thnnaa  Kibiani  John  Lam- 
bert, JoMph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiTetmore, 
Edward  LkTd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
SiAwTt  Maiion,  Jossh  Maiten,  William  Milnor,  John 
Morrow,  JonUhan  O.  Hoaalj,  Gnrdon  B.  Mnmford, 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Qnincjr,  John 
Randolph,  SamoBl  Rikar,  Jobn  Rowan.  James  Sloan, 
Jadediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Kichard  SUnloTd,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Btorer. 
Lewis  B.  Slurges,  Peter  Swart. Samuel  Tagptrt,  Ben- 
jamin TatlmadgB,  John  Thompson,  Jabel  Upham, 
Jamea  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt.  Nicholaa 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Tan  Rorn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rans- 
■olaer,  Daniel  G.  Verplanck,  Robert  Whilehill,  Iiaac 
Wilbou^,  Da<id  R.  WilUuna,  Maimaduke  Williams; 
and  Nalban  Wilson. 

If  iTB— David  Bard,  Burwell  Bauett,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Janies  Fiak, 
laaiah    L.  Green,   Jamea    H<Alaud,  David    Hidme« 


Richard  M.  Jobnton,  John  Love,  William  McCreerji 
John  Monteomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter. 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Johti  Rhea  of  Tennesaee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Benjamin  Say, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Jolut 
Taylor,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Gbolson  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
day  of  March  and  insert  the  twentieth  of  May,  as 
the  lime  at  which  the  partial  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo should  take  date.    He  said  he  had  taken 


give  an  i&dubiiable  pledge  to  the  people  that  the 
repeal  should  take  plaoe,  by  fixing  on  a  period 
anterior  to  the  convocation  of  the  next  Congress 
for  the  eommeocemeut  of  the  operation  of  the 
law.  If  the  noD-iniercourae  system  was  to  be  k 
substitute  forthe  embargo,  why  should  there  be 
an  interval  from  the  fourth  of  March  til|  th« 
tweutielh  of  May?  It  was  a  recession  for  snch 
a  time  from  our  iround,  without  any  iuferposing 
measure.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  show  lo 
hua  that  it  was  do[  receding,  that  it  was  not  sub- 
mission. 

Mr.  LTOiiaaid,tbat  the  nation  waa  tired  enough 
of  the  embargo,  and  he  hoped  that  they  woiud 
not  continue  it  any  longer. 

Mr.  BovD  rose  to  observe  to  those  within  kia 
hearing,  that  he  was  not  willing  to  submit  to  the 
dictates  of  Great  Briiaio  or  France,  nor  of  nD]t 
gentleman  oti  the  Boor,  and  that  he  despised  de> 
ouocialioos,  come  whence  they  would. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
□f  the  bill  relating  to  the  repeal  of  the  embargo, 
which  motion  superseded  that  of  Mr.  Ghouor. 

The  question  was  tben  taken  on  Mr.  Macoh'b 
motion  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  33^ 
nays  82,  as  follows  : 

YsAS— David  Bard,  Burwell  Baaaett,  WiUlam  W. 
Bibb,  WUIiim  Blackledge,  ThomasBlount,  John  Boyle, 
Joseph  Calhon a,  Matthew  Clay,  Jodab  Deane,  Joaeph 
Desha,  Meshack  Franklin,  James  Holland,*  David 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Boward,  John  O.  Jackaon,  Itieli* 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Riibert  Marion,  John  MontKomerj,  Thomas  Newbold, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards, 
Banjamin  Say,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Traup.  Diniel  C.  Verplanck,  Rob- 
ert WUtehill,  David  R.  Wiiriamt,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nits— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Eie- 
kiel  Bacon,  Joseph  Barker,   John  Blake,  jun.,  Adam 


Culpeper,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dsna,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  Daniel  M.  Dorell,  James  Blliot,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  John  W.  Gppes,  William  Findley,  Jamea 
Piak,  Barent  OardeaiHT,  Francis  Gardner,  James  M. 
Gamett,  Thomas  Gholion,  jun,,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jobn  Harris,  John  Heister,  William 
Hehna,  William  Hoge,  Reoben  Hamphreys,  Daniel 
Ibley,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkina,  Walter  Jones, 
Jam«B  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Ed*- 
ward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Joiiah  Masters,  Wilham  McOeerj, 
William  Milnor,  fficholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moor^ 
Jonathan  0.  Mosely.  Gnrd«n   B.  Mnmfiird,  Tbuaaa 
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Netrton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholu,  Jociih  Qnioc;,  loba 
Randolph,  John  Rhe&  of  Tenne«aee,  Mattbiaa  Hich- 
■idi.  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowao,  J(4iii  Ruuell,  Lem- 
nalSanyer,  Ebcneicr Sealer, jRRieBSIoRr.JedediabK. 
Smilh,  John  Stnitb,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  SoiUthard, 
William  Sledman,  Ciement  Storer,  Lewii  B.  Sturgea, 
PeUi  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bunjamin  Tallmadgg, 
■JtAn  Thompson,  Jabez  Upham,  James  I.  Van  Alen. 
Fbilip  Van  Cortlandl,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Tao  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  RenMclaei,  laaac  Wiihour, 
Kaimadnke  WUtiuni,  and  Halhan  WiUon. 

Tbe  question  Tecurricg  on  Mr.  Obolbon's  mo 
tion,  a  diTjsjoD  of  the  queaiioo  was  celled  for,  so 
B*  to  take  the  question  first  on  striking  out  the 
words.  "  fourth  of  March."  ■ 

Messrs.  Mason,  J.  G.  Jackson,  and  TROnf,  ad- 
TOcated  aprolraclionof  ihedate.     It  would  be  the 

f greatest  injustice  to  the  ports  ai  a  distance  from 
he  seat  orGoTercnieiit,  not  lo  ei^e  notice  of  the 
passage  of  the  law,  and  wesin  the  face  of  the  pro- 
Vision  of  'the  Constitution,  which  required  equal 
privilegea  to  every  port.  Mes^^r?.  MASTERa,  Rah- 
UOLPa,  and  Q,uincy,  contended  for  an  early  or  im- 
mediate repeal,  on  the  ground  that  the  embargo 
was  originally  laid  witnout  notice:  that  if  our 
produce  was  exported,  it  ought  to  be  exported  im- 
mediately ;  and  that  the  people  of  Canada,  or  tjie 
ainagglers  of  Amelia  island  or  elsewhere,  nhould 
not  have  an  opportunity  to  take  adiantBge  nf  (be 
konesi  part  of  our  citizens. 

The  question  on  striking  out  wasnegatived,  yeas 
47,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

Taia — Evan  AUiander,  Witlii  Alalon,  Jan.,  Daiid 
Baid,  Bnrwell  Banaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WillUm 
Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Bovle,  William 
Butler,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  Richard  Outta,  John  Dai*son, 
J<»tiah  Desne,  Joaeph  Deaha,  John  W.  fippei,  Meahack 
PrankKn,  Thomas  Ghotaon,  jr.,  Peteraon  Goodwyn, 
Jane*  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard, 
John  G.  Jaekson,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Thomaa  Kenan, 
Viltiam  Kirkpat/ick,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Maooo, 
Kobert  Marian,  John  MttntgoDurr,  Tfaomas  Moore, 
John  Mon«w,  Thomu  Nenton,  Wilson  C.  Nichoka, 
iohn  Barter,  Jaiia  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Bbea 
of  Tenneaiea,  Bonjamin  Say,  John   Smilie,  Samuel 


Dana,  John  DaTonporl,  Jan.,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James 
EUtol,  William  Ely,  WUliam  Findley,  Jamea  Fial,  Ba- 
TCDt  Gardeniar,  Francis  Gardner,  Jamea  M.  GarneU, 
baiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  WilUam  Helms,  Wil- 
liam Hoge,  Reuben  Humphre;i,  Daniel  Haley,  Ridi- 
ud  Jackaon,  Robert  Jenkina,  Jamea  KeUy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  John  Lambert,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St. 
Lm  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Joaiah 
Uaaten,  WUliam  McCreery.  WilUam  Milnor.  Jona- 
than O.  Moaely,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomaa  New- 
bold,  John  Pagh,Joaiah(jaincy,  John  Randolph,  Jacob 
Richarda,  Malthioa  Richarda.  Samuel  Riker,  John  Row- 
jUl,  John  Ruiael,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Jamea  Sloan,  Jede- 
difth  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  William 
Btedman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Peter 
'Swart,  Samuri  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
ThompM>n,  JabM  Vpbtm,  Janea  I.  Van  Aten,  Philip 


Van  CorUandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  ArdU^n 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensfelaer,  and  Nuliu  VHi,, 
Mr.  J.  O.  Jackboh  moved  to  «iHk«  ogi  ik 
part  of  the  hill,  giving  tbe  Presidenl  povtru 
raise  tbe  embargo  whenever  the  dwrsaiJib, 
belligerents  are  so  modified  ai  lorendfrilKtoa. 
merce  of  the  United  States  >u£cieiiil;afE;u 
make  n  ay  for  the  amendmeDL  which  iti  fnur 
day  oiTered,  ■ulborizing  the  Pretiilnii  id  iau 

retaining   i  .  . 

the  other  shall  revoke  its  edicts.  He  ctsmd 
that  (here  couid  be  no  doubt  that  gnilmt 
would  agree  to  strike -out  ibis  ciiiM,  almlia 
they  agree  to  insert  tbe  substitute  orgoi;  fwd. 
roost  every  member  who  had  voiei)  fu  arikii 
out  the  clause  relating  to  leliert  of  lutqiKuJ 
reprisal,  had  ansigned  as  one  gteiimtxiiliuii 
gave  tbe  President  a  LegislativB  powtr.  b; li- 
king him  judge  of  tbe  events  whicli  iiii>bl  oil 
into  aciioD  (hat  provision  of  the  law.  Jliam 
objeciicin  certainly  aliached  to  thii  pin  of  [he 
section  which  he  now  proposed  to  suiitoil. 

The  following  is  Mr.  J. 'sameDii mem;  hurit 
out,  after  the  words,  "And  be  it  furlimiaclti'' 
in  thefir^t  line  of  the  eleventh  BecliDD,iiiBaJd 
by  the  House,  the  following  words; 

"  That  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Stila  bi  ud  W 
hereby  ia  aulhorited,  in  eaae  eithar  Fnin  a  Ginl 
Britain  sliall  so  revokis  or  modify  her  eik>i,Mlii:licj 
shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commnnilibi  I'li- 
ted  States,  to  declare  tbe  same  by  pnxluuin;  iki 
which  tbe  trade  of  the  United  Stilci  HSfcsM  b) 
this  act,  and  by  tbe  act  laying  an  embuli  m  til  Ai{i 
and  vessels  in  the  porta  and  harbon  of  iht  VM 
States,  and  tbe  several  acts  sopplementvrlbMhn] 
be  renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing;'' 

And  to  insert,  in  [i«u  thereof, itaeworJifollo*- 

"  That  in  case  either  Great  QrilM*  v  lt>«  ^ 
revoke  her  edicU  alleged  to  have  kaea  aidi  ai^li- 
■Uouiif  the  edicU  erf' the  other  p0*sn,u<'i°l<'>Hl^ 
lawful  (ummercB  and  nentiaJ  lighurfib  I'KUd  fam, 
dte  operation  of  thia  act,  and  also  of  tktvtbliHU 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  veaseli  iafttpnuiaiW 
ban  of  tbe  United  States,  and  the  •enoi  nunn*- 
mentary  thanto,  sbdt  cease  in  rWatiM  uUa  "^ 
so  revokijig,  at  the  eipiration  of  iKa?  ^)*> '^ 
osmpuled  Irom  tbedateof  ihenolieeiifnc^nMUi 
to  be  given  by  Proclamation  of  the  ^"'^f^ 
United  Slataat  and  letters  of  marqaeu^ '•I™*'' 
at  the  aame  time,  be  isaued  agunil  Iba  utiin  ™^ 
diaU  ooBtinue  in  force  its  UDltwfid  sdicti.>ii>l>l°!>'*J 
lawfiil  conunerce  and  nentrat  rights  if  tk  (jbjM 
SUtea." 

The  Honse  adjourned,  60  to  35,  wiltoot  iibi( 
a  question. 

Satdrdat,  February  26. 
Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Willib  Aiaron  iiw 
agreed  that  tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Sensir,  nam 
"An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  inietMui* 
between  thp  United  State,  and  Great  Bfilii»«« 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  sod  f"  "^ 
purposes,"  together  with  theaisendnieniiip" 
and  proposed  lherel«,  4f>  Ije  oa  tbe  Utile, 
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NATY  AND  A8MY  APPKOPHUTIONS. 

The  House  teMi|re4  itMlf  ioUi  a  CoramitlM  of 
:hc  Whola  oo  ihe  bill  for  amendjag  tb«  (eta  e:*- 
lablisbiog  ihB  War  aod  Naval  DepanmeDis,  &nd 
nakiDg  ID  appropriatioB  for  (bs  tapjiort  of  ihe 
VtililBrr  Bad  NaTal  Ealabliabmeiiu  for  the  year 
1809. 

AmoDgsI  olbOT  appropriatiana  proposed  try  the 
lill  is  one  for  fortiflcaiioDs,  in  adoition  lo  ih* 
lUiD  already  apptoprixe^  at  thia  aession.  Mr. 
Alston  proposed  to  appropriate  one  million  of 
jollara.  It  was  observed  by  Mr.  Bloitnt  That  all 
he  money  had  been  already  appropriated  which 
was  required  by  Ihe  Department  of  War.  The 
ippropriaiion  was  snppoFted  by  Messrs.  W.  Al- 
ston, Va«  Cohtlamdt,  Coo,  Mabterb,  Tbddp, 
VicflOLAS.  and  Shilig,  aod  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Blodnt,  SxAsroBD,  Botp,  and  D.  R.  Williamb. 

TheargUtoentB  io  favor  uf  tliis  appropriatioa 
*ere  the  itaportance  of  permapeai  defenee;  the 
lefenceiefs  stale  of  maoy  pons,  particularly  of 
Vew  York,  which  nas  ihe  pride  and  boast  of 
he  State;  i)ie  probability  uf  war,  wbicb  ap- 
peared now  only  to  be  delayed  on  our  part  from 
he  defenceless  Etatc  of  ihesmpMIa;  ikalifwvr 
vas  now  to  lake  pUoe,  the  people  of  tlie  etiiei 
oust  fly  m  the  moMntaioa;  that  it  mifht  be  suf- 
icieot  to  complete  ihem  all,  aiul  would  be  the 
aai  appropflauon  asked  for. 

Thf  argiMDCBlt  agaiwt  it  were:  that  as  mDch 
lad  been  appropriated  aa  eouhf  be  expended  with 
>rdipary  exeriioos;  ibat  the  House  appeared  to 
te  lakioe  a  aourse  of  reeesaion,  insieaa  of  resiat- 
i4iev,  aad  there  yn»,  therefore,  do  eitnordiDary 
ipproprialioii  for  forlifiea lions  agaiast  attack  ne- 
:eEsary;  (bat  there  were  about  700,000  dollars 
isble  to  eipecdilure  for  this  object  previoas 
O  the  next  seuioo  of  Copgress;  that  ( 


ied,  or  that  geDilemea  would  be  satiijfled ;  that 
vnr  was  not  delayed  by  the  defenceless  slate  of 
he  aeaporii,  but  by  the  indisposiiiaa  of  mercao- 
ile  men  to  go  to  war  agaiost  foreign  taxBiiaa  an 
he  produce  of  the  soil — if  it  bad  beea  ea  ships 
r  me  ihippiDg  tBlweat  ihef  wotild  Itave  been 
lanaorous  for  war>    ■ 

The  Cottmiliee  agieed  to  inifrtone  inilLoa  of 
lotUrs,  by  a  majoriiy  of  elevra  voles.  The  bill 
leing  |[Oiie  (hrsagti,  tM  Contnittee  rose  and  re- 
lorted  it. 

The  question  on  the  appfopriaiton  of  one  rail 
ion  of  dollars  for  fortifications  was  taken,  and 
lecided  in  ibe  iffirmatiTe — yeas  61,  nays  45,  qs 
oIIowb:     . 

Yba*— B*«n  Aleiutdu,  tennel  J.  AJit«D,  Willi* 
Ltoten,  JHD.,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  WiHiam  BUcUedge,  John 
lUke,  jr.,  John  Boyle,  Epapkigditu*  Cbuipion,  Mar- 
m  Chittaaden,  Orchard  Ikxik,  Richard  Cutta,  John 
tavenport  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Jsntes   BUiql,  Winisip 


ril,  Reuben  Hnmphreya,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  G.  Jack- 
>D,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Jamu  Keltj, 
[w«ph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Lee  LiTermore,  Josiah 
laatoTB,   William   McCresry,  Williatu  Milnor,  John 


Montgomery,  Nicbolas  R<  Moore,  Jonatlian  O.  Mosalj, 
Gurdon  8.  Humlbrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tbomu  Naw 
ton,  WilsoD  C,  NicholBB,  Jaaish  (juLncj,  Samuel  Ei- 
ker,  John  Rowan.  John  Russell,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  William  Btedman,  Clement  Stoier,  Lewis  B. 
Sturgss,  Pelei  Snarl,  Samuel  Tsgsart,  Beojaixua 
Tallmsdga,  John  Thompson,  Jabei  Upham,  James  L 
Van  Alan,  Philip  Van  Gortlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Aicbibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K-  Van  Rcnsselser,  Uan- 
iel  C.  Verplanck,  Isssc  Wiiboui,  and  NitbaD  Wilson. 
ItiiB— Dsvid  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  William  W. 
Bibb,  ThDtiiBi  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  Boliert  Sronn, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Boiler,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  John  Ciflaeper,  Joaiab  Deaae, 
Jos^h  Dasbs.  Daniel  H.  Durell,  Jobn  W.  £ppeB, 
James  Flak.  Meshack  Franklji^  Thomas  Obolson,  jr., 
Peter»Q  Goodwjn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heister, 
WiHiam  Hofte,  Jamas  Hollanil.  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Lambert,  Edward  Llojd,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marioo,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Marrow,  John  Porter, 
John  Rca  of  Peoneylvama,  John  Rhes  of  Tenneuee, 
MiUhias  Rtchvds,  BGnjamio  Say,  Ebeuezei  SeaTsr, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Jeileiliab  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Taylor,  Robert  WbitehiU,  David 
R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander 
WUnm. 

le  approprialion  -of  $445,000  for  repairing 
the  frigates  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Macon,  but 
oonctirred  in — ayes  63. 

Mr.  Blount  moved  to  amend  the  Geciion  ap- 
propriating for  fortifications,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "in  addition  to,"  and  insertinfc  "inclu- 
ding," so  as  to  include  imtie  appropriation  the 
sutn  of  (450,000  already  appropriated,  instead  of 
adding  one  million  to  that  sum.  He  afterwards 
withdrew  this  motion,  and  moved  an  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  authorize  the  contemplated  line  of 
blocks  'and  chains  access  the  harbor  of  New 
Yutk.     He  did  this  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 

se  on  thispoinl,  for  he  should  have  the  same 
objeotiou  to  tnia  appropriation  if  ihat  were  the 
object  of  it.  A  sulEcieDl  number  of  members 
not  rising  to  give  4he  yeas  aud  nayson  this  ^es- 
lion,  Mr.  Blocnt  withdrew  the  motion  and  re- 
Dewed  his  former  rnoiion  ;  which  was  negatived — 
yea><  4S,  nays  6S,  as  follows  : 

Tilt—David  Bard,  Jos.  Barker,  Bnrwell  BsaseU, 
Wjiliam  W.  Bibb,  William  BIackledge,Thot.BloDDt, 
Robert  Brown,  WiHism  A.  Burwell,  William  fintler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Culpeper,, Jo- 
siah Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Darell,  John 
W.  Eppes,  James  Pisk,  Meshack  Fronklin,  Thoma* 


as  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Edward  Lleyi],  John  Lore, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  PennsylTania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Kcbards,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebeneier  SeaTcr.  Bamnal 
Bhsw,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Jobn  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  SUnford,  John  Taylot,  Robert  Whttehill,  David 
R.  Williama,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 
Naib— Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  Jr.,  Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Blake,  ir.,  John 
Boyle,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Ciitts,  Jobn  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawaon,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  Ely,  William 
Piudlej,  Francis  Gardner,  Ji^  Harris,  Wm-  Helms, 
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DiTid  Holnin,  Benjimin  Howard,  Reuben  Hum- 
pbreyi,  Daniel  Ilale;,  John  G.  JackMtn,  Richud  Jaclc- 
■00,  Robert  Jenkina,  Joieph  Letrii,  jr.,  Edwud  9t. 
Loe  LtTermore,  Joiiah  Muteri,  William  McCreery, 
Wm.  MUnor,  John  Montgomei;.  Niehalu  R.  Moore, 
lonathan  O.  Moiiety,  Qurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomaa 
Newbold,  Thoma.  Newtan,  Wilmn  C.  Nicholaj.  Jo- 
aiah  Quincy,  Samuel  Rikar,  John  Rovan,  Joho  Ru*- 
■ell,  Janiea  Bloan,  John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Wil- 
liam SLedman,  Clemenl  Storer,  Lewii  B.  Stiii^ea, 
Peler  Bwart,  Bamoal  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  Thompaon,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabei  L'pham, 
Jame*  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicbolai 
Tan  Dyke,  Arcbibaid  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van 
Benaaelaer,  Daniel  C.  Varplanck,  lauc  Wilboar,  Mu- 
naduke  WiHiumi,  and  Nathan  Wilsoit. 

No  other  araendmeiX  being  offered,  the  bill, 
and  the  atorndmeDis  asreed  to,  were  ordered  to 
be  eogroMed,  and  reaa  the  third  Itme  oa  Mod- 

N0N-INTERC0UB8B. 

The  House  resumed  the  coo  si  deration  of  the 
ttofinished  buaioeu  of  yeiierdajr. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokbon  withdrew  bii  rootioD  of 
]re«terda]r  with  a  liew  la  offer  another  in  place 
of  it,  which  looked  more  like  a  manljr  iiaod.  He 
■aid  that  ihu  ameDdnieDt  proposed  wa>  no  offer 
made  to  either  Power  lo  take  sides  with  the 
other.  There  was  noihing  like  threat  in  the 
proposition,  any  more  than  in  the  resolution! 
submitted  to  the  House  soma  time  since.  It 
would  be  a  warning  la  the  merchaots  under  what 
peril  thef  voulit  go  out,  which  ihey  would  not 
otherwise  coaceiTe,  reposing  in  falne  security  oo 
this  bill.  He  wouLd  Dot  go  precipitate  If  into 
war,  fat  he  had  the  best  reason  to  believe  that 
Oreat  Britain  would  be  disposed  to  listen  lo  the 
dictates  of  justice  towards  ds,  but  if  she  did  not, 
he  was  for  immediate  war.  The  amendment 
now  proposed  by  Mr.  Jacksok  is  as  follows: 


itic  M^Bsty  lo  unilulraui  hU  decrttM  and  ordiri  .  . 
^uiging  the  local  commerce  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  authorized  and 
Tcquireil   to  emploj  such  a  portion  of  Ihe  toIi 

militia  of  the  United  States,  not  eiceeding 

aand,  and  of  Ihe  regular  troops,  a>  maj  be  necesa«i7 
to  take  possesaion  of  the  territcriea  of  His  Bril 
Majesty,  bordering  on  the  United  State*,  aod  li 
the  same,  and  to  inMruct  the  commanden  of  tbe  pub- 
lic aimed  Teaels  which  are  or  ahall  be  employed  in  the 
•enice  of  the  United  Slates  to  subdue,  seixe,  and  lake 
any  an&ed  or  uaarnied  Britiab  vessel  on  tbe  bigb  aeaa 
or  elsewhere;  and  lucb  captured  Teasel,  with  her  ap- 
parel, guns,  and  appurtenances,  and  the  goods  or  ^- 
fects  which  abal!  be  found  an  board  the  same,  being 
British  property,  shall  be  brought  within  some  port  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  duly  pcoceeded  against 
and  condemned,  as  forfeited,  and  shall  sccnie  arid  be 
distributed  as  bj  law  ii  or  ahall  be  provided  respecting 
the  captures  which  shall  be  made  b;  tbe  public  armed 
vesssls  of  the  Unit»l  States. 

"Sac.  SO.  And  he  it  fitrthtr  enacted,  Tbat  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  ia 
herebj,  aulhorited  aod  required,  alter  demand  and  ra> 
Aisal  >a  albrfsaid,  to  grant  to  tha  owner*  of  private 


armed  veaael*  of  the  United  Slatee  who  altall  nuke 
application  tberefor,  special  commissioiu,  in  the  fom 
which  he  shaD  direct,  and  under  the  seal  of  Ihe  Unitej 
States ;  and  eoch  prieate  armed  Tsaarie,  when  duly 
o(»nmiB«iened  as  aMreseid,  shell  have  the  aame  Keense 
and  anlhority  lor  lb*  sobdning,  esiiing,  and  eaplnring 
iny  srmed  or  unarmed  British  vessel,  and  for  tbe  r» 
^plnre  of  tbe  veoeK  ceedi>  aod  eiMta  of  the  Dntwd 
Jtatsa,  as  tbe  pnblie  anusd  esaaeia  ai  the  United  SteM 
may  by  law  have ;  and  shall  be,  in  tike  bmiuict,  sub- 
ject lo  such  instructions  sa  aball  be  oidaml  h;  the 
PreaideDt  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  reguialiDn  of 
their  conduct.  And  the  eommissions  which  shall  be 
granted,  ^all  be  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 

8ie.  SI.  And  be  it  JurHiet  tnaettd,  Thmt  after 
dematkd  made,  and  lafiisal  on  ihe  pert  of  lbs  Emperar 
of  Francs  lo  withdraw  his  decrees  and  orden  inbin- 
ging  tbe  lawful  commerce  of  the  United  Stales,  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  aulheriudand 
required  to  inatruct  tbe  commanden  of  the  publie 
armed  vessels,  which  are  or  shall  be  employed  in  tha 
service  of  (be  United  States,  to  subdoe,  ssie,  end  lake 
any  armed  or  snanned  Preoch  vesaej  on  the  high  sees, 
or  elsewhere,  and  such  captured  vessel,  with  ber  sppe- 
rel,  guns,  and  appurtenaneos,  and  tbe  goods  or  e&ds 
which  shall  be  found  on  beard  tbe  same,  being  Freadi 
property,  diall  be  tenight  withm  eome  pott  tf  Ihe 
Umlad  States,' and  shaU  be  dotf  ptaeeeded  against 
and  condemned  as  diiveted,  and  Mall  aeone  aod  ba 
dUtribnIad  e*  by  kw  is  or  aball  be  peovided  rcapectiag 
the  capture  wburh  shall  be  made  l^  the  poUie  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States. 

8ic.  38.  And  be  kfariktr  enaded.  That  tbe  Pree- 
ident  of  the  United  Statea  shall  be,  and  be  is  ber^, 
enlhoriied  and  required,  after  demaitd  made  and  reia- 
aal  aibresaid,  te  grant  to  the  ownera  of  privale  aiasd 
«hip«  and  vessels  of  the  United  Statea  who  shall  mske 
application  therefor,  special  oommisaions  in  thelbfa 
which  he  slial!  direct,  aod  under  the  aeal  of  lbs  Uni- 
ted Stales ;  and  lUcb  private  anoed  vesad,  when  duly 
commiagioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  license 
snd  audiority  for  the  subduing,  seizing,  and  capturing 
sny  armed  or  unarmed  French  vessel,  and  fcr  the  te- 
caplure  of  tbe  vessels,  gooda,  aod  effiiis  of  tbe  people 
of  tbe  United  States,  as  Ike  pnbtic  armed  vessels  of 
tbe  United  Statea  may  by  law  have,  and  abaU  be  in 
like  manner  snl^eot  to  such  instnictiwis  as  Aall  be 
ordered  by  Ihe  President  of  tbe  United  Stales  tbr  As 
regulation  of  their  conduct ;  and  the  comtniesiolis  whidl 
shall  be  granted  as  afbreeaid  shall  be  revocahiB  at  the 
pleaanra  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea." 

Mr.  KppEa  said  thai  this  was  a  proposiiim 
which  he  hoped  might  unite  ell  parties  io  the 
House,  It  authorized  the  Prnideat  lo  dernanl 
the  recall  of  ihe  injurious  acta  of  the  belligerenH, 
and  on  a  refusal  it  dechired  that  we  voald  use  all 
the  force  which  we  poesesa  agaiuat  the  deeieci 
and  oniera,  which,  under  whatever  aspect  ibey 
could  be  viewed,  were  cnlculaied  to  prodoceiotu 
ruin  to  all  the  greai  inierests  of  ibe  couDirT. 
The  bill  under  consideration,  he  feared,  wddU 
afford  no  relief  to  the  Southern  country— licit 
produce  would  siill  be  lying  on  their  hands.  And 


indeed,  take  three  dollars  a  hundred  from  tbe 
price  of  tobacco,  (as  tbe  Orders  in  Council  do,) 
end  the  cultivation  of  it  i*  out  of  Ibe  question- 
If  we  allowed  Great  Britain  lo  sajr  that  we  shall 
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not  irade  without  earning 'aod  payiog  ber  a  tix, 
niien  would  be  lb«  lima  to  her  extorlioD  7  Ir 
trf  were  xuch  daslardly  wretches  as  to  permit 
ber  to  TBI  at  will  the  sreat  staples  of  the  eoun- 
:ry,  could  it  be  suppoiea  that  she  would  ever  al- 
ow as  hereafler  even  lo  be  [he  carriers.of  our 
DWD  produce  7  Whatever  pre^icnt  relief  the  b!U 
night  aSord  to  the  shippii^  iotetest,  ruin  would 
iltLHiaiely  fall  on  every  iohd  who  had  anjrthiDg 
It  slake  in  the  country.  If  we  look  no  meani 
□  resist  taxation  he  should  be  compelled  to  be- 
iere  lUt  what  had  been  said  was  correct:  (hat 
^  the  majorit]/ cannot  be  kiektdintoav>ar.^'  And 
f  some  such  measure  as  that  proposed  was  not 
idopled,  (he  assertion  would  stand  as  a  damnable 
ecord  to  future  ages.  If  we  should  hereafter  be 
efrBcioTf,a  foreign  naiioD  ought  therefore  not  to 
eod  troops  but  men  armed  with  whips  to  scourge 
IS  into  obedienoe.  He  concluded  by  saying  that 
le  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  postpone  the 
:on  Ride  rat  ion  of  the  subject  until  Monday,  that 
be  amendments  might  tw  printed. 

Mr.  BAasBTT  also  expressed  bis  approbation  of 
he  proposiiion.  There  must  be  one  of  two  in- 
entions  in  the  House,  either  to  glide  smoothly 
lonn  the  current  of  submission  or  take  a  higher 
;roUDd,  which  must  be  war.  Could  it  be  believed 
bat,  if  Great  Britain  maintained  her  system  of 
xcludiog  our  commerce  from  the  ocean,  or  >ub- 
ecting  it  to  heary  taxation,  war  was  not  inevi- 
able?  No  man  could -eon cea I  this  fact  from 
limself  or  from  the  nation, 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHS  wished  tooSer  anamend- 
oent  to  the. amendment,  for  the  purpose  ofascer- 
aining  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
igbtinr.  pat  this  purpose  he  moved  so  toam^nd 
he  hiiras  to  authorize  the  President  forthwith  to 
ise  the  nubtic  force,  &c. 

Mi.  MabtehA  opposed  the  postponement ;  he 
laped  ibe  business  would  be  finally  concluded 
o- night. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
At.  SppBB'a  moiiontbr  the  postponement  o(  the 
uriher  consideration  of  the  subject  till  Monday, 
bere  were  for  it  60,  against  it  60,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Evan  Alerander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willi* 
klsloD,  jr.,  DsTid  Bud,  Burwell  Busett,  Williun  W. 
tibb,  WUUam  Blicklm]ge,Thom#s  Blount,  John  Boyle, 
tobert  Bnmn,  William  A.  Burwcjl,  WiUism  Bntler, 
oseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Richsrd  Cutti,  John 
>Bwaon,  Josiah  Deans,  John  W.  Emtm,  WUliun 
^indley,  MeihscL  Frsnklin,  Thomsa  Gbobon,  jun., 
■etonon  Goodwrn,  lasiah  1..  GreoQ,  James  Holland, 
>a*id  Holmei,  BenJEmin  Hotrard,  John  Q.  Jackson, 
tichard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lots,  Ma- 
tianiel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  John  Montgotneiy, 
L^homur  Moore,  Jnetuiiih  Morrow,  John  Monoir,  Tbo- 
au  Newbold,  Tbomaa  Mewton,  Wiluin  C.  Nicolas, 
ohn  Porter,  John  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsjlvsnia, 
ohn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias 
tichards,  Lemuel  Bawyar,  Bet^amin  Say,  Ebane^ 
leaver,  Bamuel  Sbatr,  John  SmJue,  ietai  nnith.  Rich' 
rd  Stanford,  Jokn  Taylor,  OaoTB*  M.  Troap,  Robert 
Vhitebill.  Isaao  Wilbonr,  Mamadi^  Williams,  Alei- 
nder  Wilsen,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Bi^el  Bacon,  Jose^  Barker,  John  Blake, 
unior,  Adam  Boyd,  Epapfaroditui  Champion,  Martin 


Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Culpsper,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Daienport,  jun.,  Daniel  M.  Durell, 
Junes  Elliot,  WilUun  Ely,  James  Fiak,  Barent  Oai* 
denier,  Francis  Gsidner,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hairis, 
John  Heistei,  William  Helms,  Willism  Hoge,  Reuben 
Humphiejs,  DsniEl  Ilsley,  Richird  Jackiion,  Robert 
Jeukins,  JaDies  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis, 
JUQ.,  Edward  6l.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Josiah 
Masters,  Williem  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Moaely,  Gordon  8.  Mumfortl,  Josiah  Quincy.  John 
Randolph,  Samuel  Rikec,  John  Rowan,  John  Russrll, 
James  Sloan,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henty 
Southard,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Slorer,  Lewis  B. 
SturgM,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tsfigstt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Thompaon,  Abram  Trigg,  James  I.  Via 
Alen.  Philip  Van  CorUsndt,  Nicholas  V»n  Dtke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Renaselaer, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  David  R.  Williama,  and  Nathan 
Wilson. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  t^e  Speakek 
decided  in  the  negatiTe. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  JacKBON  wished  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideratioQ  of  this  amendment,  so  as  not  to  delay 
the  progress  of  the  bill.  The  SntaxEs  declared 
that  a  part  of  a  subject  before  the  House  could 
not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Wii.Ltava  rejoiced  ta  the  opporttroitf 
of  registering  hi^  rote  for  war.  He  observed  that 
the  embargo  must  be  considered  as  perfectly  fail- 
ing except  as  the  precursor  of  war.  We  had  a 
much  greater  hold  now  on  the  belligerents  than 
we  should  ever  have  again.  We  had  changed  the 
balance  of  the  ledger  completely  during  the  em- 
bargo. They  had  before  an  immense  property 
of  ours  in  their  hands ;  we  now  had  of  theirs. 
Permit  the  embargo  to  be  removed,  and  thej 
would  again  have  the  same  hold  on  us,  and  we 
should  not  go  to  war  next  session.  Rather  than 
give  them  notice  that  we  meant  to  make  war 
upon  them  at  a  certain  time,  he  would  seize  all 
their  citizens  and  set  them  to  work  on  our  foriifi- 
cationa — act  the  Algerine  to  ihera.  Their  Gov- 
ernments played  theAlgerine  onus,  and  would 
not  we  do  the  same  to  them  1  He  would  seize 
everything  but  the  funds.  If  the  House  could 
abandon  our  rights  in  this  manner,  when  everjr 
square  foot  of  our  ground  was  laid  under  contri- 
bution, they  deserved    to  be  scoffed  at  by  th« 

Mr,  QARDBifiea  declared  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  J.  O.  J&cKson,  to  be  unconsiiiutional; 
beeaose  the  power  of  declaring  war  belonged  to 
CoDgrens,  and  was  a  power  which  they  could  not 
delegate. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  pat  on  Mr. 
Williahb'b  amendment,  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion was  called  for,  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  sliilt- 

Mr.  Randolph  observed,  that  he  ihouid  vole 
for  striking  out,  to  destroy  the  hypothetical  cha- 
racter of  tlie  proposition.  If  wa  were  to  have 
war  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  direct. 

Mr^  Eppeb  observed  that  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Jac^bon  was  not  contingent,  but  complete.  It 
authorized  the  President  to  say  to  each  aatioD, 
■'  withdraw  your  orders  or  decraes,"  If  not,  it 
waa  war,  and  immediate  war.    Means  for  it  were 
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■t  hand ;  and  nothing  was  waniioe  but  •piril  on 
the  part  of  the  Hou!ie  to  use  tliem. 

Mr.  LvoN  WBB  in  faror  of  ((ribing  out.  If  we 
vere  to  have  war,  be  waated  to  bare  the  first 

The  question  on  striking  out  a  pari  of  Mr, 
Jackbon's  motion,  lo  make  way  far  Mr.  Wil- 
LiAua'a  BHieodinent  was  negatired — yeas  36, 
nays  67,  as  fallows: 

¥■!■— EiBn  Aleianiicr,  Eidtial  BacoD,  WitlUn 
W.  Bibb,  John  BUke,  jun.,  John  Cunpbell,  Epsphro- 
tlitus  (Jliiinpion,  Mutin  Chittendea,  Matdiew  Clay, 
Orobard  Caolc,  John  Culpeper,  Josiah  Deilw,  Dsnial 
M.  Uwidl,  Jamei  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Franoii  Card- 
nar,  John  Hsm%  William  Udms,  Witliun  Hoge, 
Danisl  Ilnley,  Richsid  JbcIcmo,  Robmt  JankJna,  Jmdm 
Kellj,  Philip  B.  Kej,  Jo«ph  Lewii,  juD.,  EJnard  St. 
Loe  Livcrmore,  Edward  Llojd,  Matthew  Lyon.  No- 
dianiel  Mscon,  Williun  McCreery,  William  Milnot, 
John  Montgamcry,  Jerflmiah  Morroir,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Gurdon  3.  Mumford,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  Bamnel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Ruaaell, 
Samoal  Bhaw,  Jedediah  K.  Binith,  Richard  Btanrord, 
William  Stedmui,  Paler  Boart,  Bamaal  Taggait, 
Benjamin  Tallmadga,  Abrain  Trigg,  Jamaa  1.  V> 
Alan,  Philip  Van  Cortlandl,  Nicbotu  Van  Uyka,  A: 
cbibald  Van  Ham,  Rillian  K.  Van  RsniaelaeT,  Daniel 
C.  Varplanch,  base  Wilbonr,  DaiidR.  Wtltiuna,  asd 
Nathan  Wilaon. 

Nat»— Willia  Alston,  Jan.,  D»>ld  Bard,  Joaai^ 
Baikar,  Bnrwell  BasMtt,  WiUiam  Blacklsdge,  The- 
mas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Sobarl  Brown, 
Williun  A.  Bamell,  William  BuUer,  Joseph  Caihooo, 
Bichard  Cutti,  Bamaal  W.  Dana,  John  DaTcnporl, 
inn.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Daahs,  John  W.  Eppaa, 
WillialD  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Mechack  Frsnklin, 
Barant  Gardenier,  Thomas  GhoUon,  jun.,  Pateraon 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  laaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heia* 
tar,  James  Holland,  David  Hdmes,  Bsnjimln  Howard, 


Jeaisb  Masters,  Nicholas  R.  Moors,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thomai  Newton, 
Wilson  C.  Nteholaa,  John  Fortar,  John  Pu^,  John 
Rea  of  PennayUania,  John  Rbeaof  Tennaasea,  Jacob 
Kohards,  Matthias  Richards,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Bnn- 
jamin  Say,  Ebenaaei  Beaier,  James  Sloan,  John  Smi- 
liii,  John  Smith,  Samnal  Smith,  Henry  Sontbard,  Cle- 
ment Stoier,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgaa,  John  Taylor,  John 
Tbompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabei  Upham,  Ra>eit 
Whitehill,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Aleiaoder  Wilson, 
and  Richard  Wins. 

Ur.  JacKSOH  renewed  his  motion  for  poatpooe- 
tneDi — for  it,  61  i  against  it,  61.  Aaotner  oouat 
being  called— for  it.  64 ;  against  it,  62.  Another 
count  being  called  for,  tellers  were  oamed  br  the 
Speaker,  who  reported  that  there  were — for  it, 
«Si  against  It,  63. 

Mr.  BcHWELL  moved  ibat  the  bill  lie  OD  ibe 
Uble — for  it  64,  againsi  it  63. 

The  Spcakeb  obserred,  that  the  sabjeet  liad 
been  so  lone  under  debate,  and  so  many  queatioDH 
had  been  taken  on  it,  that  be  felt  compelled,  by 
dsty,  to  vote  in  the  negative.  Bo  the  nolion  was 
lost — yeas  64,  oays  64,  as  follows: 

Tau — Evan  Alaiander,  Lemuel  J..AUlon,  Willis 
anior,  DeTid  Bard,  BarweU  Baaaa^  William 
>,  Williaa  BlaaUadge,  Tbottas  Blanut,  John 


Altfm,  jan 
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:sha,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Fiodky, 
JameaPisk,  Mesback  Franklin,  Tbomaa  Ghobon,  juoii, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  laaiah  L.  Green,  Jame*  Hr^laod, 
David  Holaiea,  Benjamin  Howard,  Johii  G.  Jackson, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ki^- 
patrick,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicbolaa  R.  Moore,  Thoa.  Moon^ 
Jeremiali  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Niwbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C  Nicholas,  John  Porter, 
John  Pugh,  John  Rea  of  PenosyWania,  John  Rhea 
of  Tenneuea,  Jacob  Rirharda,  Matthias  Riefairds, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Bei^j'n  Say,  Ebeneicr  Seatcr,  Sam- 
uel Shi  w,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samnd  Smith,' 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  Gaor^  M.  Troop, 
Robert  Whitehill.  Marmaduke  Wilhanu,  Aleiamkr 
Wiiaoo,  and  Richard  Winn. 

N:kis— Eiekiel  Bacon,  Josaph  Barker,  John  Blake, 
Jan.,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Campbell,  Epafdiiodiina  Uhata- 
pion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchaid  Cook,  John  Col- 
peper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DaroBport,  Jan.,  Dan- 
iel M.  Dnrell,  Jamas  Elliot,  WUliam  Ely,  BsreatGar- 
ileniar,  Francis  Gardner,  Jamaa  M.  Gamett,  John 
Harria,  John  Haiitar,  William  Hahna,  William  Hoge, 
Reuben  Humphreys,  Dsniel  Haley,  Richard  Jackioa, 
Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Key,  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jonah  Hasten, 
Wm.  McCreery,  WitliBm  Milnor.  Jooalhaa  0.  Mostly, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Joaiah  Qutncy,  John  Randolph, 
Samuel  Rjker.  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  Jsmes 
Sloan,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  WiUiaBt 
Sladman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Slorges,  Petet 
Swart,  Samuel  Tagfart,  Banjamia  Tallmadga,  J<Ab 
Tbompaon.  Abram  Trigg,  Jabei  Upham,  JaaaaaL  Van 
Aiea,  Philip  Vaa  Cortlandt,  Nicbolaa  Vair  D^ke,  At- 
efaibald  Van  Horn,  Kdlian  K.  Van  RaDaalwr,  Denial 
C.  Ver^anck,  Isaac  Wilboar,  David  R.WiIliaMisN«P 
thaa  Wilson,  and  Joaeph  B.  Vamnin,  Spsakec 

Mr.  Gk  W.  Campbell  moved  aDadjournmeDli 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  SI,  naf* 
70,  as  follows : 

Tiis— Lemael  J.  Alston,  David  Bard,  BnrweU 
Basutt,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlaeUadge,Thaa. 
Bloant,  John  Boyle,  Ri^rl  Brown,  WilBam  A.  Bar- 
weU, WiUiaM  Butler,  JoMfdi  Galhoui,  Gaoiga  W. 


CampMU  Matthew  Clay,RichardCatta,J«Iui&awaoa, 
Josisk  Doane,  Joseph  D»«ha,  l<An  W.  Eppv.  Wil. 
liau  Fiodtey.  Meakaek  Franklin,  Tbomaa  <}bBlaaB,)r, 
Pelansa  Goodwya,  Uaiah  L.  Oraan.  Immmm  HaUaad, 
David  Holmes,  Bsnjamin  Hmraid,  John  G.  JieksiM, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomaa  Kenan,  William  Kilk- 
patriek,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robot  Marian, 
John  Honlgomaty,  Nicbolaa  R.  Mooie,  Tfaoai.  Mocsa, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Thoanaa  Nasrtea, 
Wiiaon  C.  Nieholss.  ieha  Poetar,  John  Pach.  John 
Baa  of  PeitnvylvaDiB,  John  Rhaa  af  TcMB«Ma. 
Jaeob  Cichatde,  Malthiaa  Richards,  Ba^iaasiB  mj, 
Bbenaxer  Baaver,  John  Smilie,  ioba  fisaith,  J<dm  Tay- 
lor, George  M.  Troupe  Robert  WhitAiH,  David  It. 
WiUians,  Masmadofce  WiHianw,  Akianaor  WihM 
aodBiehaid  Winn. 

Nua^^van  Alaiander,  Willis  AUon,  jnniot,  &n- 
kial  Baoom,  iaeapb  Baiicer,  John  Blake.  Jan.,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Campb^  Bpapbroditos  Chawpio4i,  Uv- 
tin  ChiMeaden,  Orchard  Cook.  Jobs  Calpe»r,  Saonel 
W.  Dana,  JehBDav«Bpoit,jaiuor,  Daniel  M.  itmx^ 
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unti  Elliot,  Williun  Ely,  Jkinn  Phk,  Barest  Gar- 
Isnter,  Fianeia  Oanlnar,  Jsmoa  M.  Oarrwtt,  Jobn 
larrja,  John  HelMer,  WlDlim  Helma,  William  Hog*, 
tenben  HumphnrB,  Daniri  Ilalcv,  JUcbanl  Jackton, 
I  Kelty,  niiKp  B.  K17,  John 
ia,  juB.,  E*  ■  -  • 
B,  Edward 'l.lnfd,  Matttnw  Lj 


.([iib«ri,  JoMph  Lswia,  juo',  Edwanl  St.  Los  I>inr- 

ilward  l.Inf d,  Matttnw  Lyon,  Jotwh  Maateia, 

Villtam    MoCTMrr, '  William    Mitnor,  Jonathan  O. 


(oaely,  Gordon  S.  MntnfoTd,  ThoUaa  N«i*bol(li  Jo- 
iih  (jaitwj,  John  Randolph,  Btnniel  Rkker,  John 
Imran,  John  Rusavll,  Lemuel  SaMfer,  Samuel  SbaW, 
aoiea  Sloan,  Jedadlah  K.  8niiih,  BaMnel  Smith, 
leniy  Boutbaid,  Riehard  Slurford,  WjlUam  Slednan, 
Metneal  Storer,  I>ewi<  B.  SturgM,  PMn  Swart, 
xiiiiuil  TasBBTt,  Benjamin  Taltinadge,  John  ThOmp- 
n.  Abiam  Trigg,  Jabei  Upham,  Jamea  i.  fan  Aten, 
'hiljp  Van  Gonlandt.  Nicbolaa  Van  Dyke,  AndiHrald 
'an  Horn,  KilHan   K.  Van    Ranwelaar,    Oaniet    C. 

erplanck,  laaac  Wilboar,  and  Nathan  Wjlaon. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WlLLIAUa  moved  to  itrike  out  tbe 
rords  in  italic,  in  Mc.  Jickbon's  moiiort,  and 
iserl  "  to  adjust  the  diapuiet  ToUh  ehe."  For  the 
loiJon — yeai  25,  nays  95,  as  fullows : 

Yiia— Eran  Alaiandor,  Willia  Alaton,  ^.,  Wil- 
«n  W.  Bibb,  Wilham  BheUedgt,  Joaaph  Calhoun, 
laUhawOlay,  Richard  Cutta,  JoaiabDeancJaa.  Fiak, 
'bomaa  Ktean,  Natkanial  Macon,  John  Montfomeiy, 
Inmaa  Moote,  Tbouaa  Nowb^,  John  Portar,  Ebe- 
(HT  SaaTar,  Simael  Shaw,  Jadediah  K.  Smith,  Rieh- 
^  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg,  C3«>rga  M.  TtoUp,  Daniel 
.  Veiplandk,  David  R.  WUliama,  Maimaduke  Wil- 
una,  and  ftichatd  Winn. 

Niii — Eiekiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  Joseph  Barkar, 
Inrnell  Saaaeu,  John  Btake,  junior,  Thomaa  Bloont, 
>dam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Btdwd,  William  A. 
InrweU,  WiUam  Bmler,  John  OwptMll,  Epaphtndftaa 
Ibampian,  HaMin  CbtUendani  Orehwd  Cook,  John 
Inlpnar,  SaoMel  W.  Daaia,J«lin  Daranpoit:,  jnniai^ 
ohn  DaaFaon,  Jeaaph  Daaha,  Daniol  M.  Dwvll,  Jamaa 
UUoC,  WUIiam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppaa,  William  Findley, 
[aahack  FraUkbn,  Baiant  Mrdeniar,  Fiancia  Oaid- 
er,  Janaa  M.  Oanatl,  TlwoMa  Ofaobon,  jr„  PelorMi 
loodwyo,  laaaah  L.  GraaK,  Jidm  Harrb,  ^bn  Haiaiar, 
William  Halma,  WiUkn  Hoge,  June  HoMand,  Da*W 
iaimaa, Beqjanan  Howard, RaabanHiiHiphrfyB, Ban- 
dlliUy.Jahn  a.  JKtoon,  KobBd  Janhwia,  Robait 
ankiaa,  JUiimtA  M.  Johann,  JBtnaa  Kdly.  Philip  B. 


ohn  LoTO,  Hatthaw  Lyon.  Joaah  Maatera,  Willilm 
IcCreery,  William  Milnar,  Nickdaa  S.  Hoara,  Jero- 
liBb  MoiTtnr,  John  Morrow,  Gvtdan  Sl  Mamford, 
'hoHBt  Nowton,  WilaoD  O.  mcbnlaa,  John  Pogh, 
oridi  Qulney,  John  Rea  of  PannivlTaBia,  iohn  Rhea 
f  Tenntaaee,  Jaeob  Ridiarda,  Matthiaa  RitAarda, 
'annid  Riker,  John  Ibnaatt,  John  Ramdl,  ImbwH 
hwyer,  Benjaaln  Say,  Jamaa  Sloan,  J<rfin  ftnilia, 
Dha  Saaith,  Samoal  Smithr  Hemy  Boathard,  WlUism 
tadman,  ClemaDt  Btorer,  Lvwitf  B.  Stargaa,  PMar 
Iwan,  SMDnal  Taggartt  Ba^Jaawn  Tritanadge,  John 
'aykiT,  John  Tboaipami,Jabn  Upham,  Jamaa  I.  Van 
Ll<n,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicbolaa  Van  Dyke,  Ar- 
bibdd  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Ranasalnei,  laaae 
Vilbanr.and  Na^an  WilaOD. 

Mr.  J.  MoRTooMBRT  mDved  to  adjonm*;  which 
rasnef^aliTed— yeasSO,  nayaVO,  aarollowa: 

YaAi— Etsb  Aleimdar,  WiSia  Atalon,  jna.,  Bar- 
ren Bnaaait,  WiUtam  W.  Bibb,  WilliNn  BinaUadga, 


Hiomaa  Blnvnt,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  WiUian 
A.  BBTwaD,  William  Bntlar,Jaaaph Calhoun, Matthew 
Clay,  John  Dawaon,  Joaiah  DaalM,  Jouiph  Deah*, 
John  W.  Eppra,  WiUiam  Findley,  Maahack  FranUia, 
Thotnaa  Ofaolaon,  Jan.,  Peteraon  Geodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
QrMFi,  Jamas  Hallsnd,  David  Haimea,  Benjainin  How- 
anl,  John  O.  iackwin,  Hichard  M.  Johnson,  Thomaa 
Kenan,  William  Kiitipatridi,  John  Love,  Nathani^ 
Macon,  John  Montgomery,  Nicbolaa  R,  Moore,  Thont- 
as  Moore,  Jeranlah  Merrow,  John  Morrow,  Thomu 
Nswbold,  Thomaa  Newlon,  Wilaon  C.  Nieholaa,  John 
Potter,  John  Rea  of  Penn^iWania,  John  Rhea  ofTen- 
neaate,  Jacob  Richarda,  Benjamin  Bty,  Bbeneier  Sea- 
ver,  Jobn  Smith,  lotiti  Taylor,  Uboi^  M.  Troop, 
Robarl  WhtlaUU,  Da*id  R.  Williaraa,  and  Mamadtiko 
WUtiema. 

NiTi  —  Etekiet  Bacon,  Joaeph  Barker,  John  BIdce, 
jontor,  Adam  Boyi^  John  Ctim>bell,  Epaphroditoit 
Chamfnon,  Martin  Chilt«ndeQ,  Orchard  Cook,  Jolm 
Gulpepei,  Richard  Cutta,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Daveirport,  junior,  Baniet  M.  Dnrett,  James  Elliot, 
William  B)y,  Jamaa  Fisk,  Bar^t  Garilenier,  Franda 
Gardner,  Jimet  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Harris, 
John  Heiater,  WillisBi  Helms,  William  Hoge,  Renben 
Humphreys,  -Daniel  Haley,  Richard  Jarkaoti,  R<^>«ft 
JaakinB,  James  Kelly.  Philip  B.  Key,  John  Lanbnt, 
Joseph  Levria,  jnn.,  Edwanl  St.  Loa  Lirermors,  Ed- 
ward Lk^d,  Matthew  Lyon,  Josish  Masters,  William 
HcCreary,  William  MiloM,  JonathanO.  Moaely,  Gar- 
don  8.  Mumbrd,  Joaiah  Qixincy,  John  Randolph,  Mat- 
thiaa Richarda,  SamusI  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John 
Ruaaell,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Jamei  filoui,  John  Bmilia, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  tjmith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgei,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tsgnrt,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Ja- 
bra  Upham.  Jamea  I.  Van  Alsn,  Philip  Vsn  Cortlandt, 
Nicholas  Vsn  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Ham,  SiiliAt 
K.  Van  RedMcIaar,  Daniel  C.  Verplanek,  laaac  Wil- 
bonr,  and  Nathan  Wilaon. 

So  much  of  the  said  anendmenl  proposed  by 
Mr.  JoBH  O.  jACKaoR,  as  is  aotsuioed  in  the  first 
seciion  thereof,  baiag  modiSvd  bv  >be  mover,  itf 
inaertiiif,  after  tb«  words,  " President  of  ih«  Um- 
Ie4  8ia(e»^a]l  bft  anihorlzed,"  ibe  words,  "asd 
n^rad :"  And,  on  the  queation  tbat  iba  Hxmas 
doBgn«  t*  the  said  prapoaed  aeatibo,  as  so  moA- 
6«t,  it  pasted  >■  ika  n^tin— fMi  46,  aaya  74, 
ts  Alt  lows ; 

7iia— Wmis  Alston,  Janior,  Drrid  Bsrd,  Bnrwril 
Basaett,  WUIiam  W.  Btbb,  William  BlicUedni,  Tlut- 
maa  Blonnt,  John  BoyTe,  Robert  Brown,  WlUiam  A. 
BurWell,  WlUlam  Butler,  loaeph  Colhoata,  Matthew 
Clay,  Richard  Cutl«,  John  Dawson.  Joeiah  Deane,  Jo- 
seph Deihs,  John  W.  Eppea,  Meshack  Franklin,  Tho- 
mas Gbolaan,  junior,  Peleiaen  Ooodvryn,  Jamea  Hol- 
land, David  Holmea,  Benjaann  Howard,  John  O. 
Jaekaon,  Riebard  M.  Jobnaon,  Tbonas  Kenan,  John 
Lore,  John  MontfoaiaiT,  Jennlali  M«n«w,  Tbomas 
Newton.  Wilaon  C.  HiehalaB,  Jobs  Parlar,  John 
Pugb,  John  Rea  of  Psnnnlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tea- 
neaaee,  Jacob  Ricbaida,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Benjamin 
Say,  Ebeneier  Ssaver,  Bamnel  Shaw,  John  Smilia, 
iedediah  K.  Smill^  John  Smith,  Jobn  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troop.  Robert  Wbitehill,  Marmaduka  Williams, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Nars— Evan  Alaocande^,  Eiakiel  Baoon,  Joaa|«i 
BMfcar,  Mta  BUca,  jofekr,  Adam  Boyd,  Jdw  Oany- 
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imHM.  Gunett,  Edwin  Gny,  luith  L.GmsD,  Jaha 
Huiw,  John  Hautot,  WUIiAin  Helm*,  WUIIun  Hop, 
Reuben  UnmplireTt,  Duiiel  llileji  Bidurd  JuJuon, 
Bob«rt  JcnUna,  Juaf  KeU;,  Philip  fi.  Key,  John 
Iiwnbeit,  JoMph  Lavria,  jun.,  Edwatd  Bt.  Loe  Liier- 
uore,  Edwud  Llojd,  Matthaw  Ljon,  Natbaaiet  Ma- 
MD,  Joeiah  Maatan,  William  McCnerj,  WiUlam 
Milnor,  Nicliolaa  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moaalj,  Ourdon  B.  Momfbrd,  Thoaun  Newbrid, 
Joaiah  Qaincj,  John  Randolph,  Malthiai  Kicbarda, 
Samual  Rlket,  John  Rowan,  John  RuawU,  JantM 
Sloan,  Samofll  Smith,  Honry  Sonlhiid,  Ridiaid  Stan- 
ford, William  Stedman,  ClameU  Stone,  Lewia  B. 
Stuigea,  Pater  Swart,  Samuel  Taggait.  Benjamin  Tall- 
tnadga,  Jotin  Thompaon,  Abiam  Trigg,  Jabei  Upham, 
Junea  I.  Van  Alea,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholaa 
VanDjke,  Archibald  Van  Uom.Kiliian  K.VanRau- 
aelaar,  Daniel  C.  Verpluick,  laaac  Wilbour,  David  R. 
Williami,  Alaundar  WilM>n,  and  Nalban  Wilaon. 

Tbe  quentioB  wti  tbea  *tated  horn  the  Cbair, 
tbnt  I  he  Hoiiae  do  agree  to  the  aecond  aeclion 
eoDUiaed  io  (he  amrndmeDt  of  Mr.  Jobn  O.  j 
Jackbow.  to  be  inaerted  u  tbe  twentieih  section 
of  the  bill :  Whereopon,  Mr.  Jioesom  withdrew 
from  the  table  ao  much  of  ifaenid  amendoieDtaa 
is  contained  in  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  tK- 
tions  thereof,  proposed  to  be  the  tneaiieth,  iweii- 
tf-first,  &nd  iweaty-seeond,  of  the  bill, 

A  motion  whs  made  bf  Mr.  Bi.anNT  farther  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  iDseriiag  a  new  seciion  next 
after  the  eizhteenth  section,  As  the  nineteenth 
ceclion  of  Ine  bill,  in  the  words  following,  (o 
wit: 

.  "  And  be  it  furlAtr  tnaettd.  That,  if  any  TcaMl 
lightAilly  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  regu- 
larly cleared  out,  according  to  law,  and  owned  \>j  a 
diiaen  or  ciliien*  of  the  United  States,  shall,  npon  tbe 
high  aaaa,  engaged  in  a  lawful  eommerca,  b«  captured 
under  anIhMity  of  Great  Britain  or  France,  in  •  man- 
lier not  warranted  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  na- 
ttoDS,  aneh  captnrc  ahall  be  oonaidered  an  anequWoeal 
act  ot  war,  against  the  United  States,  and  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  apon  the  i«cet)it  of  satis&c- 
lory  proof  of  that  litct,  shall  cauae  Utters  of  marque 
and  repriaal  to  be  forthnith  iuned  againat  the  nation 
or  nations  by  virtue  of  whoae  orders,  edicts,  ordeereea, 
aneh  o^iture  shall  hare  been  committed,  subject  to  the 
reatiictiona  and  conditiont  which  were  contained  in  the 
act  passed  upon  the  niolh  day  of  July,  one  tbouaand 
BSTen  hundi«d  and  nioetj-eight,  entitled  'An  act  fur- 
Ihei  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  Statea." 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree  lo 
.lbe  said  proposed  amendRieot,  it  passed  in  tbe 
neeatire— yeas  49,  nays  73,  as  follows ; 

YaiB — Evan  Alexander,  David  Baid,aurwell  Bas- 
•att,  John  Blake,  junior,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Bayle, 
Robert  Bronn,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cithoun,  Jo- 
■tsh  Desne,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meahaek 
Franklin, Thomas  Gholsun.  jr.,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  David 
Holmes,  Beojsmin  Howard,  John  O.  Jacluon,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Thoa.  Kenan,  William  Kirkpttrick,  John 
Love,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremish 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thooiaa  Newton,  Wilaon 
C-  Nldiolaa,  John  Porter,  Jobn  Pogh,  John  Baa  of 


Pennnlvania,  John  Rbes  of  TeaoMm,  Jto^  |^ 
ards,  MaUhias  Richards,  Lemoel  Sswjtr,  Bsuk 
Say, 'Ebeneter  Sesvor,  Ssmwt  Sluw,  John  SajL 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Tukr  Can 
1.1.  Tnnip,  Jsaae  Wharton,  taaao  Watnu,  Ihni^ 
Williama,  Alexander  Wilaon,  and  RidHd  Win. 

NiTs— WUlis  Alston,  jr,  EsekitI  Bsns,  Vilii 
W.  Bibb.  WUIiam  Bladledge,  Adua  Bt;^  Via    | 
A.  Bnrwell,  John  Campbell,  Epsphioditiii  ChaiM.    i 
Martin   Chittenden,   Matthew  Clay,  Or^  Cii^ 
John  Cnlpeper,  Samvel  W.  Dani,  John  DtTaial    ' 
jr.,  Joba  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Dur^  Jum  Em,    i 
WiUiaro   Ely,   William   Findlej,  Bunt  Ga^, 
Frauds  Gardner,  James  M.  Osineit,  PetosaW 
wyn.  Edwin  Gray,  John  Hsihs,  Joba  BnKt.Wi    ' 
tiam  Helais,  William  Hoge,  James  Bgltk,lf^ 
Bamphreya^  Dsniel  Usley,  Riehsid  Jiduo,  14ai 
Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  John  Lsmbait.  itK^\t<a, 
jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liverawre,  Edvsij  Uji  Km. 
Ihew Lyon, Nathaniel  Macon,JositliMuiat,W|aa 
McCreety,  William  Mitnor.Tbomu  Hiii>R,liibla. 
row,  Jonathan  O,   MobcIt,  Gurdoa  B.  MnM,l>- 
siah.  Quincy,  John  Bsodolph,  SsmncI  Kte,  \ia 
Ro^an,  John  Rnnnll,  Jaaea  Slou,  Suid  Salt, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedmsn,  ClaMSwei, 
Lewia  B.  Stnrgea,  PeAer  Swart,  Ssmnd  T«iit  B»    i 
jamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thampsoii,  Aku  nn,  !•■ 
bn  Upham,  James  L  Van  Alen,  Philip  VuCoUbA 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Vtn  Uon,UtaiI. 
Van  Renaaelser,  Daniel  C.  Ve[pUack,DsTilt.Vl- 
liama,  and  Nathan  Wtkotu 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Ut.Hicon.ru-    | 
ther  to  amend  the  bill,  by  sitikiaEOiiioitcdtT- 
enth  section,  after   the  words  "Jliiiri  Sltio,"    | 
tbe  following  words : 

"  Be,  anil  he  hereby  is,  authatM,  ii  lue  dbn 
Prance  or  Great  Britain  shall  so  rtnb  a  ao^  W 
adieta,  as  tiiat  they  shall  cease  lo  noUt  tin  snhl 
commerce  of  the  United  State*,  to  dadin  iki  nu  ti 
proclamation ;  after  whiefa  tbe  trals  sf  At  laM 
States,  suspended  l^  this  act,  and  fef  Iki  Kl  kn 
an  embargo  on  all  ahipa  and  Taassh  mtbipmisl 
haibOTsof  tha  United-States,  and tte M«nl ks Of 
plementary  (hereto,  may  M  taoewsd,nll  ibiiliia 
ao  doing ;  and  lo  cauae  to  be  issncd,  nia  mMIi 
pledges  and  precautions,  letters  of  mu^niapf' 
against  the  nstion  thereafter  eoatiiiiis(i)f>|^'' 
unlawful  edicts  sgajnat  the  eomB>errarfikl''<''' 
States ;  Frovidrd,  That  all  psnaltiw  inl  faicisi 
which  shall  have  been  previously  incnrroi  bj  *"  ' 
this,  or  any  other  act,  the  operation  rf  vbiii  W" 
cease  and  determine,  shall  be  recoverotsBildMiiten 
in  like  manner,  aa  if  the  same  bad  eoalisud  a  " 
force  iltd  virtue  ;  and  vesaris  bonad  Ibmifla  U  i^ 
foreign  port  or  place  with  vthieh  coauurad  <f 
ooarae  shall  by  virtue  of  this  aeetioD  be  ifui  ;"<* 
ted,  shall  give  bond  to  the  United  Steles,  wilt  trp" 
sacnrity,  in  dooUe  the  value  of  the  rsHcl  udoil^ 
that  th^  shaL  not  proceed  to  any  fbrdfa  pn  ■> 
trade  with  any  country  other  than  thoMvilksas 
commercial  intercourse  ahall  hare  bean  dtiuj  be;* 
mtttedby  this  act:" 

And  the  question  being  pal  tbereapoo,  il  p0" 
in  tbe  negative — ayes  34. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  0.  JicrBtii.it 
amend  the  elevenih  section  of  the  bilL  br  uniei 
out,  in  tbe  second  line  thereof,  the  wonb/son* 
Toka  or  modify  iter  edicts  ai  tbai  they  >li»"  «*" 
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o  Tiolaiej"  and  inBeiiiog,  ia  lieu  iheteof,  the 
Tarda,  "  modifyJDg  her, edicts  which  violate:" 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
O  the  amendmeDt.  it  passed  in  (he  negaliTe — 
reasSl,  Daysgi,as  rollowa: 

YsAB— Willis  AUtoD,  jr.,  David  Bard,  Boiwell  Bis- 
ett,  Thomai  Blount,  SvWt  BiDwn,  Jowph  CalhsuD, 
tichard  Cutts,  John  W.  EppM,  Janni  Pu^,  Meshack 
''ranklin,  Isaiah  L-  Oreen,  Daiid  HalmM,  Baojamhi 
ioward,  Joha  G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John 
^im,  Nathaniel  Macon,  John  Monlgomerj,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Ncwtoo,  John  Res  of 
?eiinajlTBiiia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
'er,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
lichard  Stanford,  John  Tajlor,  BotMrt  Whitrbill  and 
tichatd  Winn. 

N*T»— E*an  Aleianiler,  Eukiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blacklcdse,  John  Btake,  jr.,  Adam 
3o7d,  John  Bojlei  Wmiam  A.  Bnnrelt,  William 
laller,  John  Campbell,  Epapbroditni  Champion>  Uar- 
in  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Oiebard  Cook,  John 
Julpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Dawson,  Joiiah  Deaae,  Josqih  DeAa,  Daniel  H.  Da- 
ell,  Jams*  Elliot,  Wilfiui  Elv,  William  Fiodlej,  Ba- 
cot  OsTdenii^,  FniBcia  Oaidner,  Jamas  M.  Oarnetl, 
rbomaa  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwin,  John  Harris, 
ohn  Hoiilei,  WilUam  Uehns,  WiUisia  Hogs,  Junes 
Holland,  Its nben  Hiuaphrajs,  Daniel  lisle;,  Richard 
ackion,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kellj,  Philip  B.  Ke;, 
Villiam  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Joaeph  Levis, 
r.,  Edward  St.  Lorn  Liveimote,  Edward  Lloyd,  M«t- 
bew  Ljon,  Joiiah  Masters,  Wm.  McCreery,  William 
liilnor,  Nichtda*  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
han  0.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S,  Mtuobrd,  Thomas  New- 
•eld,  Wilmn  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pogh, 
osiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Matthlsa  Bichards, 
Jamnel  Biker,  John  Bowan,  John  RuaieMiemnelSaw- 
'er,  Benjamin  Say,  James  Sloan,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
*milh,  Henry  Southard,  William  tHedman,  Clement 
Itorer,  Lewis  fi.  Starse*,  Pater  Swart,  Sanuiri  Tag- 
[art,  BeDjanuQ  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Abram 
rriff,  Qeorge  M.  Troup,  Jabei  LTphun,  James  I.  Tan 
%)an,  Philip  Van  Corttandl,  Niebolaa  Van  Dyke,  Ai- 
:hiba1d  Van  Horn,  Killisn  K.  Van  RensaelaeT,  Daniel 
J.  VerplaDak,  Jesee  Whajrton,  Isaao  Wilboar,  David 
IL-WUliami,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alasaadei  WU- 
ton,  and  N^an  Wileon. 

A  motion  was  made  bf  Mr.  Eppbb,  farther  to 
smend  the  bUt,  by  ai/jkiDg  out,  in  the  fourih  and 
ifth  Rue*  of  the  serntecoLb  aeciion  of  the  m- 
;rosied  bill,  ibe  words,  "so  much  of  the  said  acta 
IS  is  repealed  bv  this  act,  or  which  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  said 
acts,  on  BccoQDi  of  any  infraction  of  so  much  of 
Lhe  said  acts  as  is  not  repealed  hy  this  act ;"  and 
inserting,  in  Iten  thereof,  the  words,  "the  said 
acts  repealed  bj  this  act." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereupon,  it 
EMssed  in  the  negative — yeas  50,  nays  70,  as  lol- 

Tsis — Evan  Alexander,  David  Bard,  Borwell  Bai- 
■ett,  WiHIam  BlacUedge,  Thomas  BiMDt.  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  WiUUm  A.  Barwetl,  William  Butler, 
loaeph  Calbonn,  John  DaWMQ,  Joakh  Deans,  Joseph 
Desha,  Daniel  H.  DoreU,  John  W.  Gppes,  WilHam 
PinJI^,  Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson.  junior, 
Peterson  Ooodwyo,  Isaiah  L,Oreen,  James  Holland, 
David  Holniaa,  Betgamia  Howard,  John  O.  Jackson, 


Richard  M.  Johnson, .  Thptoas  Kenan,  WUIiain  Kirk- 
patriek,  John  Lambert,  John  Lore,  John  Montgomety, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
WilsoB  C,  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Fenn- 
lylvania,  John  Rhea  ofTennsMeo,  Millhias  Richards, 
Benjamin  Say,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Johti 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Taylor, 
Jeue  Wharton,  Robert  Whilshill,  Isaac  Wilbonr, 
Alexander  Wilaon,  snd  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Willis  AUton,  juq.,  Giekiel  Bacon,  Joseph 
Barker,  Wilkam  W.  Bibb,  John  BUke,  jnn.,  Adam 
Boyd,.  John  Campbell,  Epaphrodiius  Champion,  Mat- 
thew Clay,'  Opihard  Cook,  John  Culpeper,  Ridiard 
Cotti,  Samuel  W.  Daaa,  John  Davenport,  jua.,  James 
Elliot,  WQUam  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Bareot  Gsfdeaier, 
Fisncis  Gardneri  Junes  H.  Garnett,  Jabn  Harris,  John 
Heister,  Willism  He!ms,  William  Hoge,  Renbw  Hum- 
phreys, ]>iniel  Ilsley,  Richtrd  Jackson,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, James  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jaieph  Lewis,  jui 


Cniery,  William -Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Gordon  S.  Mumibrd,  Thomas  Nswbold,  Thos. 
Newton,  JosishQuiney, John  RutdoIph,8smnelRikei, 
John  Rnssell,  Junee  Sloan,  Bamnel  Smith,  Hetuy 
Southard,  Richard  Stan Rrd^  .William  Sledman,  Cle- 
ment Stonir,  Lewis  B.  Btorges,  Peter  Swart,  ^mnel 
Tn^gsrt,  Benj.  TaUmadge,  John  Thompwin,  Abram 
Tiigg,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabea  Upham,  James  I.  Van 
Alen,  Philip  Ven  Cortlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ai- 
idlibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Vsn  Rensselaer,  Daniel 
C.  Verplandi,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams, and  Nathan  Wilson. 

A  moiioo  was  made  'by  Mr.  Bibb,  farther  to 
ameod  the  bill  by  striking  out  next  after  the 
words  "  repealed' after  the,"  in  the  third  line  of 
lhe  twelfth  section  qf  the  en^frossed  bill,  the  word 
"fourth,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 
''  Gfteeolh  :"  Whereupon,  a  division  of  the  quea- 
tion  on  the  proposed  amendment  was  called  for 
'  Mr.  Oardkgb  :  and,  on  the  question  that  the 
Duse  do  agree  (o  the  first  member  thereof  for 
tikjng  out  tbe  wprd  '*  fourth,"  it  was  resolved 
the  affirmative — yeas  59,  nays  56,  as  follows : 
Txis — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  junior,  Da- 
vid Bsrd,  WilUam  W.  Btbb,  WUlUm  BlacUedn, 
TfaomasBlonnt,  John  Boyle,  William  A.  Bnrwell,Wil- 
liaoi  Butler,  Joeeph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Bppes,  William  F^ndley,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shaek  Franklin,  Thomas  Gbolcon,  junior,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  James  Holland,  I>avid 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  John  G.  Jackson,  Richsrd 
JaduoR,  Richard  M.  Johnaon,  Thomas  Kenan,  Wil- 
liam Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  J^n  Love,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R-  Moore, 
Thomas  Xoore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Thoe. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  CNicludas,  John 
Randol[^,  John  Rea  of  Fa.,  John  Rhea  of  Tenn..  Ben- 
jamin Say,  Ebeneier  Sesver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smi- 
lie, John  Smith. Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  WUUams,  Marmaduke  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

N^is— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Joseph  Barker,  BnrweU  Baa- 
sett,  John  Blake,  Janior,  Adam  Boyd,  Epsphroditus 
Champion,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Colpeper,  Samuel  W  • 
Dana,  idiia  Davenport,  jnnioi,  Daniel  M.  DnreU,  Jas> 
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BUiot,  WUIiaiii  EI7,  Fimnetl  Gardocr,  Junea  M.  Ou- 
nett,  John  Hani*,  John  Heialsr,  Wiltimm  Helmi, 
Willism  Hoge,  Daniel  lUle;,  Robert  Jenkins,  JsmM 
Kallj,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joaeph  Lawia,  junior,  Edward 
8t  LtM  LiTerincre,  Edward  Uajd,  Matthew  Lvon, 
Jaaiab  MHaten.  Willisn  M'CnMr;,  William  Mil'nor, 
Joiulhan  O.  Momlj,  Gurdon  8.  Mttmfonl,  Joaiah 
(tHincT,  Matthiaa  Richard*,  Samnel  Riker,  John  Rowan, 
John  Rnaiell,  Jamea  Sloan,  Jrdediah  K.  Soiilh,  Henry 
SoothBid,  William  Stedman,  Clement  8tar«r,  Lowia 
B.  StuTgea,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tanart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  John  ThompMn,  Abraiti  Tngg,  Jabes  Vt 
Imb,  Jamea  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  COTtlandt,  Nici 
olaa  Van  Dyke,  AnAilwld  Van  Rom,  Killien  K.  Van 
Banaaalaer,  and  Nathan  Wihon. 

On  the  qoFsiion  that  the  HouJ?  do  agree  to  th« 
teCond  member  or  the  Mid  imendmeni,  10  inser' 
ihe  word  "  fifieeDlh,"  in  lieu  of  ihe  worit ''  fburtb,' 
■oatrickeDout,  ilwiaresnlred  in  th« ■ffirtnai ire- 
yeas  86,  nays  30,  u  follows : 

Nam— Elan  Alexander,  WilUt  AMon,  jan^  Gm- 
kiel  Baoon,  David  Bmrd,  Burwall  BaMett,  Willtan 
W.  Bibb,  William  Bla<^ledge,  John  Blake,  jun„  Adam 
Boyi^  Jchn  Boyle,  Bobert  Brown.  William  A.  Bat- 
well,  WiHiam  Butler,  Joaeph  CalhouD,  E^a[riin>ditaa 
Champion,  Matthew  Cky,  John  Cul^fivr,  Bichard 
Catta,  John  Darenport,  jr.,  Joatah  Desna,  Joaeph  De- 
aha,  Daniel  M.  DurtU,  Jamea  Elliat,  William  Elr, 
John  W.  Eppea^  WUIivn  Findley,  Jamea  Piak,  Ma- 
ihaek  FmtkliD,  Franeia  OHdner,  Jamea  M.  Oarnatt, 


WiUUm  Uelma,  WUIiam  Hogt,  DatH  Hoimea,  B«<t- 
JMBin  Howaid,  Danid  Ualey,  John  G.  Jaekaon,  Rich- 
ard Jackwn,  Robert  Jeokiiu,  Richard  H.  Johnaon, 
Thomaa  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  John  Lambert,  Ed- 
ward Lloyd,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nleholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomai  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moielj,  Thomaa  ITewlon,  Wilaon 
C.  Nicholai,John  Randolph,  John  Reaof  Pennayltania, 
JAn  Rhe*  of  Tenneaaee,  Matthiaa  Keharda,  Samnd 
Kker,  John  Ronran,  John  RtiMell,  Ehenaor  Beaver, 
Bamnel  Bhaw,  John  Braille,  J.  K.  Sntitti,  John  Smith, 
Samael  Smith,  Henry  Soutkard,  Riehald  Stasfbrd, 
CleiMntSitnr,  L««ia  B.  Bturgea,  Petei  Bwatt,  Samuel 
Tanart,J(din  Taylor,  John  Thompwin,  Abrajn  Trigi, 
Georse  M.  Troop,  Jamoa  I.  Van  Alen,  PbUi»  Van 
CMtlandt,  Daniel  C.  Veiplanck,  Jeaae  Wharton,  Robert 
Whitehill,  laau  Wilboiu,  HaRnaduke  ^illiana,  and 
Alexander  Wilaon. 

Tui— JoniA  Barito,  Thomu  Bloonl,  Ordiaid 
Ceok.  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  DBW»on,Ba>«atQmHl*- 
nwr,  Thomaa  Qh^son.Jun^  John  Hebter,  JamatHoI- 
luid,  Jamea  Kelly,  William  Kirkpalhok,  Joaepll  La«- 
ii,  jr.,  Edward  Bl  Loe  Uvermora,  Nalbainel  Maeoii, 
JwHah  Maatara,  William  McCrMwj,  Wilfian  Milaor, 
John  MMtow,  Gurdon  S.  Mnmfbrd,  Joaiab  Quiney, 
Benjamin  Bay,  Jamea  Sloan,  William  Stadman,  Ban- 
jalain  TaUtnadge,  Jabei  Upham,  Ntcbtdaa  Van  Dyko, 
Ardiibald  Van  Horn,  Killlaa  K.  Van  " 
Daeid  R.  Wil]lama,and  Richard  Winn. 

A  motion  Mag  then  mnde  by  Mr.  R, 
further  to  amend  Ihe  caid  tweilXii  aectioa  of  the 
bill,  by  atrifcina:  out  immed lately  itfter  the  word 
"March,"  in  lae  fourth  line,  the  word  "next," 
and  JDsertinr,  iit  lieu  thereor,  the  worda  "one 
iboUMiDd  eight  hnadred  and  nine,"  the  raid  pro[K- 
osiiioo  of  amendment  was  superseded  by  a  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Macon,  furlber  10  smend  tbe 


said  twelfth  section,  by  ttriklng  out  in  the  third 


do  agrea  10  the  araendRtcnt  proposed  by  Mr.  Ut- 
oOK,  it  passed  ia  ibe  ilefaiire. 

The  queoiion  then  recurred  M  (h«  aiaendmeiK 
moved  by  Mr.  RaitooLfB ;  and  ih«  ^juenifoa  be- 
ing taken  that  Ihe  House  do  agne  to  the  same,  it 
wai  resoived  in  the  affirmative. 

A  mottoQ  was  made  hjr  Mr.  Whabtoh  forther 
to  amend  the  bill  by  ntriking' out,  in  ibe  second 
and  third  lines  of  the  niDeieenifa  section,  the  f(d- 
lowing  words,  "and  thai  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  f  nd  vessels  in  the  poru  and 
harbors  of  the  United  Stales,  ksd  (be  wrciaJ  aett 


■eesiun  of  CoBgrtsi:"    And  the  ^ueuitw 
being  put  ihereupoa,  11  pasted  in  tbe  negative. 

A  moiion  was  tbett  made  by  Mr.  Johh  G. 
JacKeoH  farther  I  to  amend  the  bill,  by  stnkiBg 
oai,  in  the  first  line  of  ikexid  oineleenth  seclioa, 
the  wordr,  "  end  of  the  im«i  seastpB  of  Congress :" 
And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  mssed 
in  the  ne^tive.  And  thr  bill  beiog  fariher 
amended,  [t  w«s  ordered  that  tbe  amendment* 
agreed  lo  be  enffrossed,  and,  together  vilb  ifae 
bill,  be  read  ibe  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

MoitBAT,  febniaiy  27. 

Ob  moiioQ  of  Mr.  McCb&eht. 

Reiolvedf  That  a  eommiiie«  m  appmated  10 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiiisg,  by 
law,  for  a  limited  lime,  the  expomtioa  of  aviBi, 
■nmwiiiion.eimnsa,  and  ooedaf e  ;  aad  ibai  tbcy 
have  lenT*  10  report  tfy  bill  ar  otherwise. 

MetMN.'  MoCxxflRT,  Q,uiHCT,  and  Mmmtif, 
wtre  ap^inibd  ■  eoaimittw  parsnaai  w  tbe  said 
reMlation. 

Mr.  J.  K.  9h1tb,  from  tbe  co«iniinc»|tp«inled 
on  the  leeoHd  instaat,  presented  a  bill  10  exiend 
10  Amos  Wbhtemore  and  Wiltiam  Whinemon, 
jno.,  the  patent  right  to  a  HMehine  for  mannfae- 
tnring  cottOD  and  wool  cards;  which  was  read 
iwiee.  Whereupon,  the  House  proceeded  10  tbe 
eonsideralion  thereof;  and  the  blank  ibereia  be- 
ing filled  vp  at  tbe  Clerk's  table,  with  the  word 
'fourteen,"  11  was  ordered  that  tbe  said  btU,  with 
the  ameiidment,  be  engroseed,  and  read  tbe  thM 
time  lo-morrvw. 

Mr.  RasA,  of  Tennessee,  fron  iha  Comnuuec 

1  Post  Offices  and  Pom  Roads,  preeented  a  biU 

alter  and  esrabliah  oertaia  post  road*;  whick 
was  read  twite  and  eMnnJiM  to  *  Coiomitiee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HoCRkiav  reportedabiH^»robibiiiiig,A>ra 

~ited  lime,  the  exportttim  of  «i    ~ 

t,  canvas*,  cordaga,  and  hemp,  a 
„  ng  the  imponatiea  ritereof.-^Iltiau  ••nc^an 
referred  10  a  Comiitiliee  of  tbe  Wttole. 

[This  bill  prohibits  the  exportation  from  the 
United  Slalet,  or  any  terriioriee  thereof,  of  any 
nsnoD,  miKdtA^  pfaRol^  bayoKei^aword^  eDtlaf- 
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es,  muilret 'balls,  Tnd,  lombs,  grenidi 
)owder,  sulphur,  or  saltpetre,  canvass,  or  sail- 
luck,  of  BnydeseripttOD  commonly  used  for  ships 
ir  Tcsaels,  cordage,  cables,  tarred  or  nntarred 
'arns.  made  of  hemp;  seine,  sail,  or  sewing  twine, 
lod  sheet  copper,  lii)  the  end  of  the  neit  sexsicD. 
t  aUo  provides,  that  all  brara  cannoD,  muskels  and 
irelocks,  with  bayonets  suited  to  Che  seme,  pis- 
ols,  swords,  aod  cutlasses,  which  shall  be  im< 
torted  into  the  United  Slatei  from  any  foreign 
country,  within  the  term  of  one  year  frotn  and 
iftef  the  pa'sinp  of  this  act,  be  fVee  of  dnir.] 

Mr.  HoLHEa,  frOm  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
o  whom  were  referred,  on  the  ninth  ultimo,  a 
□  of  Beniot  Bchwetehtuser,  by  John  Ma- 


he  proper  aecountiog  offloers  of  the  Treasury 
ettle  the  amonnt  of  the  legal  repre«eniaiiTei  of 
ohn   Daniel  Schweigbsuser ;  which  was  read 
wice.  Kod  ecmmitied  to  a  Committee  «f  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  a  molion  made  by  Mr.  Bt,ooirr,  that  ibe 
-fotise  do  come  to  the  followiag  resolution ; 

Reiohtd,  7'bBl  the  eommlttee  to  whom  nu  referred 
o  much  of  tha  Meuage  of  the  President  as  relate*  to 
Ite  MiliUiy  and  NMtU  EstabKihmenti,  be  iiwtriKted 
>  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ineceuliTg  the  bounty 
ow  altowed  by  law  to  reeruju  in' the -milituy  serrice. 

The  question  Was  taken  that  the  Housedo  agree 
o  the  proposed  lasoluiioDj  and  it  passed  in  the 

A  MesMje  was  received  from  the  President  of 
he  United.  Stales,  tfansmiiting  a  statement  of  the 
nilitia  of  the  United  Staien.  according  to  the 
atest  returns  received  by  the  Departmeol  of  War. 
The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
■eiuro  transmitted  therewith.— Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nblsok  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
nhabitants  of  Frederick  county,  in  the  State  of 
MarylancL  stating  their  disapprobation  of  the 
idictt  and  decrees  issued  a^inst  the  commercial 
Diercourse  aud  neutrat  righu  of  the  United 
Slates  by  certain  lielligerent  Powersj  and  pledg- 
ng  Iliemwives  to  support,  with  their  llrei^,  for- 
.uoes,  and  sacred  honor,  all  auch  measures  as  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  adopt  for  the  safety  and 
jrosperiiy  of  the  Union. — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaeer  laid  befbre  the  House  a  letter 
'rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied' 
with  his  report  on  the  petition  or  Daniel  Jen- 
nings, collector  of  the  internal  revenue  of  the 
[Toiled  Stales  in  the  District  of  Ohio,  referred  to 
liim  by  order  of  the  House,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
April  last;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  tie 
3D  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  amend  the  several 
lets  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasary,  War, and  Navy  Depattments,  and  mak- 
ing appropriations  Tor  the  support  of  the  Military 
Bsiablhhment,  and  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  nine,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  raes:iage  from  the  Sennte  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  three  members  on  their  part,  who, 
lOth  GoK.  2d  Sxss. — (9 


with  three  meiiri>en  of  th«  House  of  RepreseDtft- 
lires,  to  be  appointed  a  committee  oq  the  part  of 
this  House,  ahall  have  the  application  of  th« 
money  appropriated  by  the  "Act  making  a  foi^ 
tber  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  library," 
pasaed  the  twenty-first  of  February,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundreij  and  ais;  to  which  they  deaiift 
the  concurrence  of  thia  Houae. 

MABeACBVBETTS  MEHORUI- 
The  S^EAKBa  laid  before  the  HotJse  a  memo- 
rial received  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  complaining  of  the  measures  of 
the  Qovernmentj  particularly  of  the  embargo 
laws,  and  dectanng  their  opinion  that  the  last 
supplementary  embargo  law  is  unconstitutional. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fihe  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee — ayes  83.  The  reason  which  he  as- 
signed  for  the  motion  was,  that  the  memorial, 
coming  from  a  respectable  Stale,  deserved  a  par- 
ticular consideration. 
Mr.  QtttNCT   moved    that  the   memorial    be 

e rioted.  On  this  motion  some  debate  cook  place. 
Ir.  ^  and  other  gentlemen  observed,  that  they 
only  wished  the  same  respect  to  be  j^id  by  the 
House  to  this  memorial  as  was  paid  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  D[;ReLL,  aod  others  observed  that  thia 
memorial  was  committed  to  a  committee,  and 
[hose  resolutions  were  not ;  and,  therefore,  was 
treated  witji  more  attention. 

Mr.  Newton  read  the  answer  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  to  the  Virginia  resolutions 
on  ibe  subject  ot  the  alien  aiid  sedition  laws,  to 
show  how  the  sentiments  of  a  Federal  Legisla- 
tore  then  were  warped  by  a  Federal  Legislature 
now,  10  answer  party  purposes.  This  answer 
denies  wholly  the  right  of  any  State  to  contro- 
vert the  laws  of  the  General  Clovernment,  or  to 
declare  them  unconstitutional. 
Mr.  QuiHCT  said  that  the  right  of  a  LegistaCare 

could  not  be  questioned,  when  ft  was  secured  by' 
the  Consiliniioo  to  every  individual;  and  that 
the  lentimencs  contained  in  the  memorial  just 
presented  were  not  iocoosisteni  with  those  ex- 
pressed it)  the  paper  read  by  Mr.  Newtoit. 

Mr.  Taoop  said  he  would  be  willing  to  treat 
this  memoriafwilb  respect,  bnt  not  with  peaitiar 
respect.  He  cited  the  Instance  in  which  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  on  the  sub- 
ject of  «  proposed  infraction  oF  her  territorial 
rights  by  the  United  States  was  neither  referred 
or  printed. 

Mr.  LivERMORK  denied  that  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  had  expressed  any  disorganizing 
senlimeot.s;  they  only  supported  the  rights  of  the 
Stales,  strengthening  instead  of  weakening  tha 
whole  machine  by  preserving  a  part  tn  its  proper 
operation. 

Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  be  should  enrol  his. 
nay  in  the  vote  Tor  printing,  without  the  least  feai 
"  being  accused  of  diirespect  for  the  Stale  that 
—  represented — for,  however  be  might  respect 
the  Legislature  or  the  State,  he  could  not  show 
his  respect  ftft  il  by  giving  tu  memoriil  a  ci 
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differeni  rrom  ibM  pur*u«d  in  rcUiioa  lo  pcii' 
liooi  or  mrmortili  from  other   portiatis  of  tbc 

Epie ;  and  ii  wi9  already  refened  lo  a  lecpecta- 
commiiiee  of  Ihe  Houm.  - 

Hr.  Nevtoh  obaerved,  ihat  when  the  commit' 
tee  reported  od  the  memorial,  he  ihouid  be  will' 
ing  lopriai  the  memorial  and  report  on  it  i  at  the 
ume  time  he  should  move  to  print  ifae  bqsw"  "'' 
the  lame  Legislature  lo  Ihe  Virginia  reHoiu 
on  ihe  suhjeei  of  the  alieo  and  aediiion  lawi,  and 
thep  it  would  be  the  Lefrisltiiure  of  MawtehusettR 
CBMigaiing  the  Lefiilaiure  of  MasKachusells. 

Mr.  Qdinct  said  that  this  meaiorial  cootaioed 
tfaeopiDioa  of  a  large  (ommerciat  8iate,aad  was 
euiiifed,  therefore,  to  the  aitetition  of  the  House. 
If  not  prioled  novf,  a  report  would  probab!)*  dqi 
be  made  on  it  thii  teisioti,  and  it  would  °ot  be 

Mr.  HoLLiND  observed,  that  as  to  its  contaii 
ia^  iDformaLioa,  there  was  not  a  new  idea  coi 
lamed  io  ibe  memorial ;  Rot  one  which  the  get 
tleman  himieir  had  not  favored  the  House  with 
daring  the  session,  and  tome  of  :hem  in  the 
wurdi  of  the  geatjeiuan  himself. 

Mr.  RowAM  coQceived  that  ihe  remonslrance 
of  ■  Stale  was  entitled  to  no  partiputar  prefei 
eoce  over  that  of  any  other  memorial  from  soy 
particular    portion   of  'he   people  i  and    ihat  ihi 

Koper  course  tvould  he  to  let  Ihe  rtmoD^lrance 
'  OD  the  ttble,  as  the  subject  of  it  was 
under  consideration.  If  an  answer  w«s  to  be 
given  to  it,  the  Legislature  might  answer  that 
answer,  and  there  would  be  no  end  lo  the  corres- 
pondence. Mr.  R.  moved  to  reconsider  llie  rote 
for  Ihe  reference  to  a  select  committee' 

Mr.  Q,Dlncv  withdrew  bis  motion,  for  printing, 
10  permit  the  queaiion  lo  he  taken  on  lecon&lder- 
iBg  the  volt-  for  reCereoce. 

Messrs.  Sawver,  Macok,  and  Tavlok.  advo- 
cated recoosideration.  The  vole  was  reconsid- 
ered—aves  84. 

Mr.  PisK  again  supported  hii  motion.  Be 
wished  not,  bj  a  lileBt  disposiliun  of  the  memo- 
rial, toiwnciioD  its  slaiemenis,  wholly  erroneous, 
or  treat  it  with  cuntempi. 

Mr.  Rowiiii  laid  that  be  had  do  idea  of  doiog 
either;  hut  an  answer  could  only  produce  irrita- 
lioo,  which  be  was  desirous  to  avoid.  Il  would 
be  true  magnanimity,  even  if  the  House  believed 
it  not  10  be  correct,  to  pass  il  over  in  silence. 

Tbe  motion  to  commit  wa*  negatived— ^yei  20. 

Mr.  QciNcv  renewed  his  motion  that  the  re- 
monstrance be  printed.     Negatived — noes  fi3. 

KON-INTBRCOURSE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  interdicting  com- 
mercial iotercourse  between  the  United  Slstes 
»nd  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depen- 
dencies, was  read  the  third  time.  And,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  hill  pais  as  amended  1" 

Mr.  MiUNORsaid  that  the  paasage  ot  this  bill 
would  be  a  novellv  in  legislation,  fur  he  believed 
it  had  not  a  friena  in  the  House.  He  was  at  a 
lou  what  to  think  of  it.  He  said  he  should  be 
obliced  to  Kentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
bill  to  explain  to  him  huw  much  of  the  embargo 


wai  to  be  retained  by  it,  «od  how  much  to  be 
removed. 

Mr.  M.  thought  that  the  offensive  part  of  the 
embargo  laws  was  (o  be  retained  by  it.  The  bill 
was  objectionable,  loo,  because  il  enacted  as  a 
subalilute  for  the  embargo,  a  c  on -i  mere  curse  sy*- 
tem,  which  was  not  to  commence  until  two  days 
previoui  to  the  next  session  of  CoBgreks,8nd  was 
to  expire  with  that  session.  It  would  acarcely 
have  gone  into  operation  before  it  would  cease 
by  the  limiiBtion  nf  ihe  law.  He  could  not  coO' 
ceivefor  wbat  purpose  the  non-intercourse  tysiem, 
wa*  10  be  enacted,  if  it  waa  lo  have  aB  end  so 
aoon.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  those  gontlemea 
who  voted  for  ihia  measure  now,  and  who  wera 
to  be  in  the  oexl  Congress,  would  be  liiea  lold 
that  ihey  bad  by  tba(  vote  pledged  themselves 
not  to  suffer  the  entihargo  to  be  removed  wiihoui 
an  efficient  subalilute.  For  one,  he  said  hecoold 
not  consent  lo  take  this  measure  in  lieu  of  tUc 
embargo,  because  it  wia  inefficient  for  the  pur- 
poses of  coercion ;  becanae  il  could  not  be  carried 
into  eiecuiioni  because  it  would  prevent  oor 
usual  ioteicourse  wiihoui  excluding  foreign  good& 
as  they  would  be  smuggled  in  ;  hecaase  some  of 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  bad  become 
necessary  to  us  by  habit,  and  could  not  be  pro- 
cured elsewhere  now.  He  did  not  view  this  sys- 
tem as  a  permanent  measure.  He  bciiered  that 
tbe  eenllemen  of  this  House  generally  perceived 
and^new  thai  Ibis  measure  could  have  hul  fiille 
opeialion.  It  seemed  as  if  the  House  must  have 
komeihiog  to  Bati.ify  ihemselrei  that  they  were 
not  taking  off  tbe  embargo  wiibout  some  efficient 
measune ;  it  wa«  but  a  ralite  lo  please  children. 
In  short,  ihe  bill  under  consideraiion  wa:  so  very 
objectionable,  the  provisions  so  obscure  and  cx< 
tremely  difficult  lo  understand,  oar  citizens  would 
be  so  much  at  a  loss  under  it  to  know  what  were 
■  heir  rights  and  what  were  not,  thai  be  couid  not 
vole  for  the  bill.  If  senilemen  would  come  for^ 
ward  and  explain  ifaeltill,  convince  him  ifaat  ibe 
obnoxious  parts  of  the  embargo  laws  were  to  be 
repealed  by  it,  he  mighi  be  Indticed  to  vole  tot  il. 
As  it  was,  be  must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Dawboh  said,  that  ai  the  last  session,  when 
he  had  given  a  vote  in  favor  of  the  embargo  law, 
he  had  been  well  aware  that  it  would  subject  oar 
ens  to  maay  and  great  inconvenienees;  that 
roold  be  called  on  to  sacriSce  to  the  public 
good.  Relying  on  ihe  virlue  and  patrioLsm  of 
this  people,  he  had  believed  it  would  be  borne 
with  patience,  from  a  conviction  that  it  wu 
adopted  from  necessity,  produced  by  the  iojories 
done  lo  us  by  other  nations,  and  calculated  to 
secure  the  inaependence  of  the  country.  Under 
ibis  impression  ne  said  he  bad  voted  for  the  meas- 
ure; and,  at  the  same  time  that  he  gave  that  vot^ 
he  had  made  a  solemn  pledge  lo  himself,  bis 
;ouniry,  and  bis  Ood,  that  be  never  would  re- 
voke it  till  we  took  some  measure  to  defend  our 
rights.  Such,  in  his  opinion,  the  hill  now  before 
:he  House  was  not.  He  considered  it  a  weak, 
wretched  expedient,  and  he  Could  not  bring  him- 
lelfto  vote  for  it;  aliboagb,  in  voting  against  it, 
he  regretted  differing  in  opinion  with  many  whom 
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he  esieemed,  «Dd  was  «s  much  dupoaed  to  relieve 
our  citizens  rs  «ny  man  could  lie. 

Mr,  Cook  aaid,  in  voiiogfor  the  bill,  beMiould 
Dietelf  lake  it  ai  a  choice  of  erili, 

Mr.  R4ND01.PB  apoke  near  an  hour  in  opiKMi- 
lion  10  the  bill.  He  objected  to  the  principle  as 
wellas  thedeiaiUof  thebill. 

Mr.  Sloan  [leelared  thai  hia  friends  from  Peiin- 
sylTaniaand  Virginia,  (Messrs.  MiLitoaand  Ran- 
dolph,) could  not  detest  the  bill  more  than  he 
Jid  ;  Bud  yel  he  should  vote  for  it  for  this  reaaon, 
Ihal  the  people,  as  well  as  himaelf,  were  so  heart- 
il)'  tired  of  the  embargo  that  they  would  be  glad 
10  g:el  anylbiDg  else  in  place  of  it.  Another  rea- 
<0B  WHS,  that  it  coDtaioed  a  limitation  to  the  em* 
turgt)  laws,  and  he  hoped  that  the  embargo  would 
ixpire  at  tlie  time  limited,  nerer  again  to  bfi  te- 
mscitated;  thai  it  would  be  dead,  dead,  dead. 

The  qtieaiion  oa  the  passage  of  .the  bill  was 
ihea  decided — yeas  SI,  nays  40,  as  follows: 

YiiB — £*Bn  Alexander,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  jnn^  EukM  Bacon,  JoMph  Barked,  John 
Silks,  jQn.,.AdBm  Bard,  John  Boyle,  Bobert  Brown, 
IVilliam  A.  Burwell,  Willfam  Bntler,  John  Cnlpepsr, 
bchard  CuU^  Joaiab  Deane,  Jovoph  Desha,  Danisl 
4.  Durell,  Joltn  W.  Bppes,  William  PindlBy,  Jams* 
'ilk,  Meahack  Franklin,  James  M.  Gamalt,  Thomas 
Iholaon,  jnn.,  Petersan  Goodnn,  Iiuah  ]..  Green, 
oho  HuTis,  Jikbn  Hsister,  WUIiam  Helms,  Jss.  Hol- 


»,  Tbams*  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  John  Lambert, 
'oseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  Ltayd,  John  Lois,  Mit- 
hew  Ljon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Muter*,  WUIisni 
4cCreer7,  John  Montgomery,  Ificholu  R.  Moi>re, 
rhonss  Moore,  lohn  Morrow,  GarJan  S.  Mamfard, 
toger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C  Nicboles, 
ohn  Pugh,  John  Rsa  of  PennsyWania,  John  Rhes  of 
Ten neasee,  Jacob  lUchsrds,  Mstthias  Richards,  Bam L 
Uker,  John  Roasell,  Benjamin  B»j,  Ebeneier  SeaTst, 
lamiiel  Bhaw,  Jamea  Hoan,  Danau  toelt.  John  Smi- 
le, Jcdediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
lenry  Santbard,  Ctement  Storsr,  Pelar  Bwart,  John 
i'hompaon,  Jamea  I.  Van  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
Lrdubald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Veiplanck,  Jesse 
Vharton,  Isaac  Wllbour,  Msnaadnka  WUIialDs,  Alel- 
uder  Wilson  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Niaa — Darid  Bard,  Barwril  Baswn,  Wllli«ai  W. 
libb,  William  BlaeUedge,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Joseph 
^alhoon,  John  CampbeU,  Epaphrodilus  Champion, 
fartin  Chittendn,  Matthew  Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
ohn  Davenport,  jnn,  John  Dawson,  Jamea  Elliot, 
Villiam  £ly>  Bsreat  Gardenier,  Franeia  Oardnei, 
iVilliam  Hose,  Rishard  Jackson,  Jamea  Kslly,  Wm. 
Qrkpatiick,  Nathaniel  Mactm,  William  Milnor.  Jona- 
han  O.  Mose^,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  Ji>- 
lab  Quinejr,  J<^  Handolpli,  John  Rowan,  Richard 
Itaofbrd,  WilUan  Stadman,  Lewis  B.  Slorgea,  Benja- 
ain  Tallmadge,  John  Tavloi,  Abram  Tiin>  Qeo^ 
4.  Troup,  Jsbea  Upham,  >{ichaUs  Van  Dyke,  KiUian 
l.  Van  RcnsBdaar,  and  Robert  WhilahiU. 
[Abaenl  from  the  eily — Meaars.  D.  Montgoaai;,  CsrU 
on.  Chandler,  Clinton,  Cobb,  Pitkin,  Stoiy,  and  D. 
t.  Williams — 8.  In  the  sit;,  but  net  ptasant  at  the 
«te,  being  absent  from  illneaaor  othar  eai —     *' 


:arl,  and  Winit— llj 
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TuESDAT,  February  28. 

On  a  molioD,  made  by  Mr.  Daka,  thai  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resoluiion  ; 

Rttohed,  That  it  ia  proper  to  make  prfiision,  by 
taw,  to  allow  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  to 
be  armed  for  defence  in  vaytgtm  to  ports  of  Eun^,  or 
the  West  Ilidies,  or  Atlantic  coast  ot  America,  and, 
accordingly,  to  fornish  the  documeittaiy  evidenca 
which  may  be  proper,  in  any  auch  case,  to  maiiifest 
^e  defensive  eh iracter  of  the  armanMnt  alloWed,  and, 
at  the  lime  time,  by  law  to  reqnire  secaritlea  fbr  tbe 
Tcsaela  respectively,  ^it  they  will  not  procaed  to  an j 
put  known  to  be  actually  blockaded,  nor  carry  aitidaa 
eontraband  of  war  to  the  dominions  of  a  helligereni 
Power,  nor  violate  tbe  laws  or  treaties  of  the  United 
Slataa,  or  'the  rule*  of  pnbltc  law  by  thsm  eeknowU 
edged,  bnt  will  observe  the  instructjods  which  may  be 
given  by  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States  for  pre- 
venting all  sncb  violations,  and  that  doe  satisbKtioa 
shall  bemads  for  sU  damages  and  iajnries,  if  any  should 
be  committed  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof: 

Tbe  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  Conector  of  Baltimore,  on  eer- 
tain  conditions,  to  rexisier  anew  tbe  ship  Thomas. 
Whereupon,  a  motion,  was  made  by  Mr.  Hoi^ 
i^ND  that  the  further  consideration  iJiereof  ba 
posiponed  indefinitely.  And  the  question  being 
put  thereupon,  it  passed  in. tbe  negative.  The 
bill  was  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  eagroased  bill  to  extend  to  Amos  Wbitie- 
more  and  William  Whitiemore,  junior,  the  pat- 
ent right  to  a  machine  for  manuraciuring  cotton 
and  wool  «ards,  was  read  the  third  time,  aid  then 
passed — 55  to  18. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonsider  ibe  resolu- 
tion received  trom  the  Senate,  on  tbe  twenty- 
seventh  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses,  for  the  purpose 
expressed  in  an  act  passed  the  twenty-first  of 
February,  one  thousand  eigbt  hundred  and  six, 
entitled  An  tut  making  aiurther  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  ■  library,"    Whereupon, 

Reaolvtd,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tbe 

said  resolution  ;  and  that  Messrs. N[CHOi^B,SATt 

and  Dana,  be  appointed  a  committee  on  ti^  part 

of  this  House  pursuant  thereto. 

SHIP  THOMAS. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred, 
on  tbe  siiteenlh  of  November  last,  a  petition  of 
tbe  President  and  Directors  of  the  Maine  Bank, 
at  Fortland,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  presented, 
according  to  order,  a  hill  to  authorize  the  Col- 
lector of  Baltimore,  on  certain  conditions,  to  reg- 
ister BQew  the  ship  Thomas;  which  was  read 
twice.  Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr, 
Blaceledoe  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn : 
And  tbe  question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  2,  nays  85,  as  tbllows : 

'^BAs — Matthew  Lyon,  and  Nathaniel  Hacon. 
'  NAia^oaepb  Barker,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledga,  John  Blake,  junior,  Adam  Bojd,  Joha 


.dbyCoo^le 


1648 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRBSa 


im 


RorR. 


tniMlid  Pennonen~PrttidaWa  Aohm. 


Piwtuit,  1909. 


BbjI*.  Bobert  Brown,  WiUtsiD  Bullsr,  John  Camp- 
bell, Martin  CbittenJen,  John  CiiIpepe[,I{icll*rdCutti, 
John  Davenpott,  janioT,  John  Diwaon,  Jonah  Decne, 
lamca  Ellict,  William  Ely,  Jtunn  Fuk,  Meihaek 
Franklin,  Pelenon  Guodwjn.  Edwin  Graj,  Iniah  L. 
Orean,  Joha  Kanii,  John  Hnrter,  Jamea  Holland. 
Dand  Holmea,  Benjamin  Howard,  Elanie]  Il>lar>  ^  ^■ 
Johnaon,  Waller  Jane*,  Jamea  Ketlj,  Thoa.  Kcnas, 
John  Lambert,  Joaepll  Lewi*,  jonior,  Jnfan  Lore,  Rob- 
art  Marion,  Willian  McCieerf,  Williani  Milnor,  John 
MoatfODierj,  T4ichalaa  S.  Moors,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Munfbrd,  Rofer  Nriaan, 
Thomaa  Hewbold,  Thoma*  Newton,  WilKm  C.  Nich- 
olaa.  Joho  Puffh.  Joaiali  Quincy,  Jobn  Bea  of  Penn- 
•ylvania,  John  Rhea  of  TenneMee,  Jbc^  Kieharda, 
Uatthia*  Richaidf,  Samuel  Riker,  J<An  Rowan,  Lem- 
tMl  Sawyer,  Benjamin  Say,  Samud  Shaw,  Jame* 
Bfcui,  Dennk  Bwdl,  John  Smilie,  Jodediah  K.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samael  Smilh,  Henty  aoDlhard,  William 
Bteduaa,  Clement  Slorer,  Lewia  B.  Stnrgea,  Petei 
Swart,  Gtamnel  Taggart,  Jobn  Taylor,  J<Jin  Tbomp- 
■OD,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabei  Upbam,  Philip  Tan  Cort- 
Undt,  Nicbolai  Van  Dyke,  ArchibUd  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
lian  K.  Van  Renuelier,  Josh  Wharton,  Robt.  Whita- 
hill,  laaac  Wilbour,  Mannadohe  Williuna,  Alexander 
Wilaon,  Nathan  WiUon,  and  Richard  Winn. 

INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

The  Houie  moiVei  itself  iolo  ■  ComrDiltee  of 

tb#  Whole  OD  the  bill  coDcerDJDg  ioTBlid  pen- 

A  iiKitiatt  was  made  bj  Mr.  HoLHta  lo  strike 
oat  the  fourth  Hction  of  the  bill,  which  auihor- 
ixn  the  payment  of  ihe  efgregaie  amount  of 
Ifie  arrearage*  of  penvioDS,  from- the  time  their 
disabilitjr  was  incorred,  to  all  penooi  entitled  to 
pensioni. — Carried. 

A  rootioD  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  and  carried, 
(o  strike  out  of  tbe  bill  (he  third  section,  whieh 
allows  pensions  to  all  persons  in  any  manner  iO' 
earring  disability  during  ihe  ReToluiionary  war, 
whether  by  voluntary  expeditions,  or  otherwise. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Blackledo]!  to  in- 
aert  an  amendment  providing  for  the  payment  to 
dl  persons  placed  on  the  pension  list  since  Ihe 
Irsi  of  Jaoaary,  1796,  of  the. aggregate  amount  of 
arrearages  for  len  years  preceding. — Negatived. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

The  House  coocnrred  in  stiiking  out  tbe  third 
aection,  47  to  30. 

Mr.  R&RDOLPH,  who  originally  moved  the 
fourth  section,  called  for  (he  yeu  and  nays  on 
coDcutrenee  with  tbe  Committee  in  striking  out 
tbeieciion. 

Mr.  Rowan  snoke  at  length  io  support  of  the 
aection,  which  he  conceived  to  be  imperiously 
called  for,  both  by  jusiiee  and  policy.  The 
money  due  to  our  loldiers  was  a  just  debt,  to 
vbich  it  did  not  become  the  Oovernment  to 
plead  the  stniute  of  limitation. 

Mr.  RAitnoLPB  aUo  spoke  at  large  io  explana- 
tion of  his  reasons  for  offering  the  amendment, 
and  in  support  of  it.  The  claimi^  of  the  persons 
placed  on  the  pension  list  had  been  rigidly  scru- 
tinized, and  payment  of  them  could  not  in  justice 
be  refused,  unless  from  inability  of  the  Qovern- 
meat  (o  pay  them.  ' 


Tbe  qaesiioQ  on  concoireaae  iru  dctidtd  ii 
the  affirmative — yean  53,  nays  E,ti  follow: 

Yns — WiUia  Alilon,jiin.,I>i^BuiJo«tBD. 
ker,  Burwell  BaiMtt,  John  BUe,  jm.  Tin.  Blou 
John  Boyle,  William  A.  BarwcU.  WilKm  Bub, 
Martin  Cbillendeo,  John  Cn^npei,  im^  Da^ 
Daniel  M.  DnreL,  Mediack  Fnnklin,  Timui  GU 
•on,  jnn.,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  laiali  i.  Gm,  Hj. 
liam  Helmc,  Jamea  Holland,  Danil  BoIim,  K^ 
Humphreys,  Daniel  Iltlej,  Thomu  Knu,  HabiU 
Macon,  Robert  Maiion,  loaiab  Hulna,  Whl  McCo- 
Tf,  Nicholaa  R.  Mooie,  Jeremiah  Morton,  Jeblhim, 
Gnrdon  %  Mnmfbrd,  Thomai  Neabidil,  Uii  IWti, 
John  Pugh,  John  Reaof  Pennqrltuii,JitDaad 
Tennessee,  Jaeob  Richards,  M^tluu  Bi^wkEhu. 
ler  Beaver,  Samnel  Shaw,  Jiaes  Skua,  JitoSKb, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith.  Jobn  Smith.  KichirdBtaM.Ck 
ment  Starer,  Peter  Swart,  Samn^  ^mnl,  Bajua 
Tallmadge.  John  Taylor,  Jcsk  Wbeu^  U» 
Wbitehill,  and  Aleiandei  Wilion. 

NAt>_ William  Blackledge,  JoMfd]  CAai.Ma 
Campbell,  BpaphtoditiM  Cbampton,  HdttH  Clq, 
John  Davenport,  Jan.,  Saha  Diwssa,  FnuiGaba, 
JohnHani^  William  Hoge,B«njunii  HomiM- 
Bid  Jack»>n,  Robart  Jenkiah  Ridutd  IL  Mm« 
Jarao  KeUy,  John  Lambert,  MsUhn  I4N.  WBm 
Milnar,  Jonathsji  O.  Motely,  RogRHMTtaui 
Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholas,  JeM  l)nDcj,  1*1 
Randolph,  John  Rowan,  Dennis  8wlL  Smxl  Mft, 
Niebolaa  Van  Dyke,  Anliibald  VuHvii,  Kul. 
Van  ReniMlBct,  Daniel  C.  Varploi^  ai  turn- 
duke  Williama. 

So  the  eeciion  was  struck  otii. 

Mr.  BLacKLEDOB  renewed  lie  moiion  T^icb 
he  made  in  Committee  of  tbe  WLiJc, idI ipolt 
at  length  io  support  of  it. 

The  motion  was  negatived  ti;  ytutsd  diji 
by  a  large  majority. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  toi  ihird rnJii(, 
and  sabiequently  passed,  tun.  cm. 

PRESIDENTS  Home. 
Tbe  HoDse  then  resolved  itseiriw  iCoa- 
mittea  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  wkioj  ftrtbt 

grovislon  for  the  accommtfd alios  olutbtw- 
old  of  tbe  President  of  the  nniiedSuio.  T^ 
bill  being  gone  through,  was  nportti  u  ■■* 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  read  1  iliini  <i»'^ 
day.  It  was  thea  read  a  third  liWi  ••'  ^™~ 
yeaa  78,  nays  11,  aa  fallows: 

Tiia— WillU  Alrton,  jr.,  Dawd  BoJ,  W*^ 
k«r,  Burw^l  Baaaett,  WiUiam  BlaekWc- Jit<^ 
jnn.,  Tbomaa  Blonnt,  John  Boyk,  WilRn  B«W 
Joseph  Calhonn,  John  Campbell,  Bp^ta^wCIja 
luon,  Martin  ChitHnden,  MaUbnr  Cby,  I(^l* 
paper,  Rtdiard  Cutta,  Bamnel  W.  DaBi,lthaIM 

K,  jr.,  John  Dawnn,  Josiah  Deu^  ^■^J?* 
ial  M.  Darell,  James  EUiot,  WHlii"  Klj,  ™" 
Findley,  Maduek  Franklin,  FVsnsiieu*"!.™* 
Oholaon,  jn,  Peteraon  Ooodwyn,  iNish  L.  brM 
John  Harria,  James  Hsiland.  David  HobDMD]^ 
min  Howaid,  Daniel  Ilaley,  Riiiud  JwbMh  "f^ 
M.  Johnaon,  Walter  Jon«,  Jamea  Krflj.  *5"»^ 
patriofc.  Jobn  Lanbert,  Bdwaid  9t.  Lot  Lmni* 
John  Love,  Maltbew  Lyon,  Robet(  Mum,  »> 
Maatera,  Williaa  McOreary,  Jereauak  Mom*.  J^ 
than  O.  Mosaly,  Gnidon  S.  Mnrnfocd,  Bspr  n*» 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  KM^  J"^  *** 
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Hemp,  Cordagt,  Atvu,  ^e. — Pid>lic  Buiidings, 


H.  OP  B. 


abn  Fagh,  Jonab  Qiiinry,  John  Res  of  Panoiy Ivuiit, 
ohn  Rbuft  of  TsnnMKT,  MaUhil*  RicbHids,  Jobn 
lowtn,  Dennis  Smelt,  JobtiBiiiUiB,Je*l>disbK.  Smitb, 
oho  Smitb,  Btch&rd  SUnftwd,  Williwn  Sttdrnko,  Ole- 
lent  Storer,  Samuel  Taggart,  BeQJamin  Tallmadge, 
ohn  Tajloc,  Jsntc*  I.  Vau  Alen,  Nkbolu  Van  Dyke, 
.rcbibald  Vtin  Horn,  KiUian  K.Vbu  RenneUer,  Did- 
il  C.  Verplonck,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  HunadnU 
VillianiB. 

NAis—RobeTt  Brown,  WillisiD  A.  Burwdl,  WilUtm 
tog«,  Nathaniel  Macon,  T'homw  Nenbotd,  Jobn  Ran- 
olph,  John  Runell,  ETbeneier  Seaier,  JooiM  Sloan, 
laac  Wilbbui,  and  Richard  Winn. 

HEMP,  CORDAGB,  ARMS,  Ac 
The  House  tesolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
f  the  Whole  on  the  bill  prohibiiiag  for  a  limited 
ime  the  eiportaiioQ  of  amu,  aaimunitioD,  can- 
asa,  cordige.aod  hemp,  and  for  encouraging  the 
mponaiioii  ibereof. 

Mr.  Kandolph  moved  to  strike  out  the  firat 
eciion  ofibe  bill,  which  motion  besapported  on 
he  groand  of  its  inexpediency,  as  tendiog  to 
htoir  ft  damp  on  the  caliure  of  hemp  in  the 
ountry,  and  on  the  groond  of  its  nnconrtila- 
ionalily — ihe  Convtilulion  not  having  expresaly 
lelegaied  to  Congress  the  power  of  prohibiting 
sports,  and  harmg  prohibited  Congress  from 
Bzinglhem,  thereby  impliedly  denying  Congresa 
he  power  to  prohibit  exporlaiioD. 

Mr.  MoCaeebt  slKted,  in  support  of  the  bill, 
hat  Ihe  United  Butes  were  in  tbe  habit  of  iro- 
wrting  annually  twelve  milltom  of  pounds  of 
lemp,  and  great  qnaniities  of  canvass,  a  great 
lart  of  whict)  was  bought  Dp  to  export  for  the 
3titiah  Navy;  and,  from  the  frequency  of  this 
iraciice,  it  was  expected  that  there  would  not  be 
ufBcient  left  in  the  country  for  home  consamp- 

Mesars.  Qdinct,  Ely,  Ltom,  and  Rowah^  op- 
wsed  Ifae  bill,  observing  that,  as  to  probibititig 
he  export  of  arms,  there  could  be  no  occasion 
or  that  part  of  the  bill,  aa  arms  of  every  kind 
rare  now  a  higher  price  in  this  country  than  elae- 
vtaere;  that  the  passage  ofibe  bill  woald  de- 
>ress  tbe  cultare  of  hemp  aa  well  as  manufac- 
ore  of  cordage ;  that  theUnited  States  already  had 
I  sufficiency  of  n&vsl  stores ;  that  a  restrielioD  of 
his  bind  would  only  enable  the  merchant  to  pur- 
:ha3e  these  articles  at  a  tower  price,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  growers  ofbemp,  and  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Sloan  was  opposed  to  the  bill  because  he 
lislikEd  the  general  principle  of  reairiciing  trade. 
The  single  reason  that  the  bill  partook  aomewtiBt 
if  the  nature  of  a  partial  embargo,  was  sufficient 
:o  induce  him  to  reject  it. 

The  fi(M  sectioa  was  th«D  struck  out— yearM, 
lays  B6. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbeir  dis- 
igreemeot  to  the  House,  who  coDcuired  in  it — 

Mr.  Tak  Hobn  wished  to  retain  tbe  last  sec- 
lioa  of  the  bill,  for  importing  arms  free  of  duly. 

Mr.  QoiMcr  observed  that  more  could  be  man- 
ofaciured  in  tbe  United  States  than  could  possi- 
bly be  wanted. 

Tbe  whole  bill  was  then  negalire^. 


WBnKGBi>AT,  March  1. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  Corps  of  Eo- 
gineets,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
millee  of  the  Whole  this  day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  supplemental  to  tbe  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  establishing  trading'bouses  with- 
the  Indian  tribes.  Tbe  bill  was  reported  with. 
two  amendmeols  thereto ;  wbich  were  twice  read, 
and,  on  tbe  question  severally  put  therelipoD,. 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  aaid  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  eugrossed,  and  read  the  third  lime  to-^ 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joun  G.  Jackbom, 

Ordered,  That  the  Comroitiee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  was  committed,  on  tbe  tblriy-flrsl  or 
January  last,  a  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entiilcili 
"An  act  to  extend  tbe  (ime  for  making  paymeDl 
for  the  puUie  lands  of  the  United  States,"  be  dis- 
charged from  ptoceedinr  therein  i  and  th^t  th« 
said  bill  be  taken  up  lor  consideration  In  ihg 
House. 

Tbe  House,  aacordiDgtr,proaeed«d  toeoBsidei 
Ihe  bill  at  the  Clerk's  table:  Whereupon,  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplemeoial  to  tbe  act,  en- 
titled  "An  act  for  esiablisbipg  irading-housea 
with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  tbe  third  time, 
and  passed.  - 

Tbe  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Jacob  Barnitz  went 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  It 
was  subsequently  read  a  tbird  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed .ibe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pa!<sed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  farther  to  amend  toe  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment bd4  regulation  of  tbe  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;"  to  which  they  desire  - 
tbe  concurrence  of  this  Hoiue. 

PUBLIC  BUILDIN08. 

Tbe  House  rMolred  itself  into  Committee  oT 
tbe  Whole,  52  le  34, on  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
making  further  appropriations  for  completins  the 
two  winga  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Wtsh- 
ington,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  ihat  he  wished  to  with- 
hold any  appropriaiion  but  for  tbe  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Senate.  Such  extravagance  and  waste 
bad  characterized  the  progress  in  the  buildinga, 
that,  aa  lone  as  tbe  present  Superintendent  re- 
mained in  omct.he  would  not  vole  a  cent  further 
approptialJon.  He  moved  to  strike  out  every  iten 
in  tbe  bill  but  tbat  for  the  accommodation  ofibe 

Mr.  Lewis  objeoted  to  tbe  motion.  He  called 
for  the  reading  of  tbe  report  of  tbe  Surveyor  of 
Public  Buildings  on  the  subject. 

Messrs.  A  LBTON,  Sloan,  SMiLiE,and  Stanpohd, 
advocated  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Maodn,  Nii.- 
SON,  J.  O.  Jackbon,  and  Lioh,  opposed  it  on  tbe 
ground  that  the  buildings,  having  been  commenced) 
onsbl  to  be  finished.  - 

The  motion  for  striking  out  Uie  approptistion 
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forthcRepmeDlatiret'  Cbamber.  wssDegatired, 
44ro3). 

Th«  ComrDi'tlec  ihen  tefoted  lo  strike  oat  ao^ 
part  orrhe  bill. 

The  Commiiiee  then  rote  and  reported  the  bill, 
-irlitch  wa>  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  lime  to-day. 

The  bill  beJDg  about  to  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Cdlpcpeh  moved  that  ihe  bill  be  recom- 
tnitled  for  the  pUT7>oi<e  of  slrikiog  out  the  items 
iKfore  moTed  to  be  atricken  dql  Motioo  nega- 
tifed,  ijre*  9. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  aod  passed — 
jreai  67,  nays  21.  as  follows : 

Yiii — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Eukiel  Bacsn,  Joseph 
Barker,  Burwelt  BuKti,  WilUsni  BIsckledge,  John 
BIskcjT.,  Thomu  B Ion nt,  John  Bajle,  John  Catap- 
lieli,  EpapbcodilDf  Chmnpion,  BJchBrd  Catl*.  John 
Dsienport,  jr.,  John  DawMn,  Joseph  De»b>,  Willism 
Findley,  Jimea  Pi>k,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomu  Gbol- 
•on,jr.,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  I«aUh  L.  Green,  William 
Helms,  Junes  Holland,  Daiid  Holmes.  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Reuben  Humphrejs,  John  G.Jsckson,  Richard  H. 
Johnson,  James  Kellj,  Philip  B.  Ke^,  Willism  Kiih- 

C trick,  Joha  Lsmbeit,  Jnseph'  Lewis,  jr..  John  Lore, 
Bitben  Ljon,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Robert  Marion,  Jo- 
nah Masters,  WiUism  McCreei;,  Nicholas  B.  Moore, 
Jaremiah  Morrow,  Gaidoo  B.  Momlord,  Roger  Nel- 
Bon,  Thomaa  Newton,  Wikon  C.  Nicholas,  John  Por- 
ter. John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Riker,  John 
Rosran,  Joba  Rossell,  Benjunin,  Say.  £beneier  Seiver, 
Samoel  Shiw,  Dennis  Bmelt,  Lewis  B.  Btarges,  Bam- 
nel  Tiggsrt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John 
ThompMjn,  Jabei  Upham,  Jimra  I.  Van  Allen,  Nich 
olas  Van  Djke,  Archibald  Van  Bom,  Killian  K.  Vai 
Rensselscr,  Daniel  CVerplsnck,  Msrmaduke  WilUam) 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

N^TS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph 
CalhoDn,  Matthew  CIsy,  John  Culpeper,  FnncisGsrd- 
nsr,  John  Heister,  William  Milnar,  Josiah  Qnincy, 
John  Randolph,  Matthias  Richards,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
James  Sloan,  John  Smitie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Sunford,  Peter  Swart, 
Hubert  Whitehill,  and  Isaac  Wilbour. 

COURTS  OF  THE  UNTTED  STATES. 

The  HoaKreaeUed  iiseir  inloBCommillee  of 
the  Whole,  40  to  31,  on  the  bill  Bupplemeolar^  to 
■a  act  for  establishing  the  Courts  of  the  Uoited 
States.  [The  bill  propoaes  an  alteration  in  ihe 
time  or  manner  of  holding  the  courts  of  Sooth 
Carolina.] 

Mr.  LoTE  proposed  an  ameadment  to  the  bill, 
declaiiDg  thai  the  taws  of  the  several  States  shall 
be  the  rules  of  proceeding  io  all  judicial  proceed- 
ings in  the  CouriB  of  the  United  Slates,  provided 
that  it  shall  not  affect  any  process  OD  behalf  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Mcfsra.  TiTLOB  and  Kelly  objected  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  geaeral  proviiioo,  embracing  auch 
an  important  principle,  into  a  law  for  a  special 
purpose — a  princijtle,  loo,  the  propriety  of  which 
(rat  at  least  queaiiooable. 

>Mr.  LoTE  advoGBied  his  motion.  He  adrerted 
to  the  laws  passed  in  different  States  for  suspend- 
ing ezecutioDs  for  a  lime.  He  did  not  eipresa  an 
opioioa  on  the  principle  of  a uspension  ;  but  what' 
erer  might  be  his  opinion  of  the  principle,  he 


wished  it  to  be  extended  to  the  Federal  Coarti  la 
those  Stales,  for  the  sake  of  equality  and  eoa- 
sisleDC?  in  judicial  proceedings. 

Mr.  LoTE'a  motion  was  negatired  by  a  eomii- 
erable  majority. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reportM)  the  bill 

Mr.  Love  renewed  the  motion  which  be  made 
in  Gommiiiee. 

Mr.  Gnoi-aon  ■dvoeated  the  moticn  at  some 
length,  and  went  into  an  examinaiioii  of  theism 
of  the  United  Slates  on  the  subject  of  judirial 
process  aod  of  the  decisions  under  ihem,  parlica- 
larly  of  a  late  decision  of  the  Chief  Josiiee. liial 
[he law  of  a  Stale  (Virginia)  for  saapetHJiof  n- 
ecutions  should  not  he  the  rule  of  proceedieg  fora 
Prdeial  Court,  wbilM  all  olher  State  Isw;  aot 
contra TEoing  the  laws  or  Constiialion  of  llie  (7ni- 
[ed  States  were  binding  on  it. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  lo  strike  Dtit  LfaepnTiiiiitifi- 
cepling  from  the  operation  of  the  amendmeotall 
process  jo  behalf  of  the  United  States— A |es 30, 

Mr.M.  CLATConceired  thedacisioDof  ibejedge 
meniioned  by  Mr.GHOi^oN  lofaaTe  becnertaaeoos; 
and  all  that  was  asked  was  that  the  deeisioo  ifaoaid 
be  reversed  by  an  explanation  of  the  maniog  of 
the  law  of  the  United  Stales ;  that  a  judge  shuald 
Dot  have  it  in  his  power  lo  pal  up  the  law  with 
one  hand  and  put  it  down  with  the  other.  Under 
ibis  decision,  a  merchant  to  whom  money  wis 
due  in  ibe  Slate  in  which  be  resided,  bad  ooifaiog 
to  do  but  to  assign  the  debt  lo  some  one  in  a 
neighboring  Slate,  and  there  bring  suit  on  it,  and 
evade  the  law  of  the  State.  The  foreigiter  too 
had  adraolBges  over  the  citizen  of  a  State,  as  he 
could  recover  debts  and  obtain  execution  on  Ikt 
judsmenl,  when  the  citizen  was  denied  the  riebt. 

Mr.  Gakdenibb  offered  an  amendment  to  Ut. 
Love's  motion,  to  this  effect:  "that  no  citizen  of 
one  Stale  which  bad  passed  do  laar  for  snspend- 
ing  executions  should  be  prevented  from  obuia- 
ing  money  in  a  State  where  such  laws  liad  beeo 
passed."  For  it  would  he  unjust  to  enable  the 
citizens  of  one  Slate  (as  Virginia)  lo  tefase  pay- 
ment while  their  neighbors  in  another  Stale  (,u 
Massac  bu  set  Is)  were  compelled  to  make  pay  meat. 

Mr  Rowan  opp6sed  Mr.  Love's  amendioeni, 
as  going  to  approve  the  different  laws  on  the»b- 

eet  of  suspension  of  six  or  seven  different  Stales, 
e  ihoagbl  there  was  no  occbsiod  for  the  amend- 
ment ;  for  by  it  the  House  would  sweep  from  the 
judicial  code  the  laws  already  existing  on  ihii 
subject— and  he  deprecated  all  innoTations  of  the 
judicial  system,  where  the  necessity  for  amend- 
meot  was  not  decidedly  apparent. 

Mr.  Oaboenigh'b  motion  was  B«gatired  by  a 
ta^  majoriiy. 

Hr.  Love's  motion  was  then  negatived — yeu 
26,  oaya  67,  a*  follows : 

TsAt— Willis  Alston,  janior,  Bnrwell  Baautt,  Vil- 
liam  Blacklcdge,  Thonsa  Blount,  WilNam  A.  Barwtj, 
William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  Joaiah  Oeane.  John 
W.  Eppea,  James  M.  Gsroelt,  Thomas  Gtiolaon,  jsn., 
Peterson  Goodnyn,  David  Holmes,  Joba  G.  Jaebon, 
Welter  Jones,  Jom^  Lewis,  janior,  John  Lore,  Joba 
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fonlgMnciy,  Jnhn  Moinnr,  Tbomu' Newton,  Wibon 
>.  Nidtolu,  Jeilediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Sou th>H, 
ttchird  BtBorard,  anil  Aleiinder  Wilson. 

NiTi — Lemuel  J,  AUidd,  Ezehiel' Bacon,  J(M«ph 
Urker,  John  Blifee,  jt.,  John  Boyle,  Jaeeph  Calhoun, 
IpaphnidilDB  CKampion,  Kehard  Cntta,  Joseph  Desha, 
am«B  Elliot,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
'ranklin,  Barent  Oardenisr,  InUah  L.  Green,  John 
leiiter,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
lowarti,  Renben  Humphrejo,  Daniel  Ilslej,  Richard 
Bcluon,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jsmes  Kelly,  John  Lam- 
erl,  Matthew  Ljon,  Nalheniel  Mscon.  Robert  Marion, 
Dsiah  Masters,  Witlism  McCreery,  Williun  Mitnor, 
ernniab  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Kelson, 
'horoaa  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Pngh,  Joeiah 
Juincj.  John  Randolph.  John  Rhea  of  Tenneawe,  Ja- 
ob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  John 
iowin,  John  Rauell,  Benjirain  Saj,  Samnel  Bhaw, 
ames  Sloan,  Dennis  Stnelt.  John  Smilie,  WilliuD 
:tedman,  Clisnwnt  Btorer,  Lewis.  B.  Jiltuigea,  PetOf 
Iwart,  Samuel  Tag:gait,  Benjamid  Tailmadge,  John 
'btIoi,  John  Thompson.  At>rBm  Trigg,  Jabcs  Uphaai, 
ames  L  Van  Aten,  Nicbi^M  Van  DjU,  Ardiibsld 
''an  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Ransa^er,  Rolwrl  WhiW- 
ill,  laau:  Wilbonr,  and  Nathan  Wikon. 

No  □Cherampndoient  beingr  offered  (o  ihe  bill, 
I  %vns  ordered  tha.t  the  amendnienis  agreed  to,  be 
ngrossed,  and,  together  with  ihe  hill,b«resd  the 
bird  time  ibis  day.    Tbe  bill  was  subsequeotly 

The  House  resoUcd  itself  iato  a  Committee  of 
he  whole  House,  38  to  3G,  oa  the  bill  foi  iocor- 
•oraiing  a  eompao]'  for  making  a  turnpike  road 
rom  QeorgeiowQ  to  Aleiandria.  After  a  long 
iroe  spent  in  commiites  iudiseussiog  the  details 
■{  tbe  bill,  aboQt  6  o'clock,  after  being  in  session 
i^hl  haDrs,a  quoram  not  beitig  prnetit,  the  Com- 
atitee  was  dissolred  ;  and  the  Hodm  adjourDcd. 

TntJHBDiT,March2. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  ihe  House  a  letter 
tgoed  "Jahes  M&Dison/'  slating,  that  he  pro- 
loses  to  take  the  oaih  which  the  Constitution 
irescribes  to  the  President  of  the  Uuiied  States, 
.efore  he  enters  oo  the  eiecution  of  bis  office,  on 
Saturday,  the  fourth  instant,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
a  the  Representatives'  Chamber.— Read,  and  or- 
leredtoliaon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
hat  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ct  eontieriiing  invalid  pensioners,"  with  an 
mendmeni;  to  which  lliey  deair«  the  coneur- 
ence  of  this  House.  Also,  the  bill,  emitUd  "Ad 
cl  further  (o  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  ea- 
abliKhment  and  regnlailenof  the  Treasury,  War, 
nd  Navy  Departcnenit,  and  making,  appropria- 
ion!<  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish' 
neat,  and  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  far 
he  year  one  ihonsand  eight  hundred  and  nine," 
vilh  sereral  amendments ;  to  which  ihey  desire 
he  concurrence  of  Ibis  House. 

ALEXANDRIA  TURNPIKE, 

The  House  proceeded  to  take  Idio  eonsidera- 
ion  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
ct  to  authorize  the  making  of  a  tarnpibe  road 
rom  Mason's  Causeway  to  Altzandria :"  Where- 


upon, a  motion  was  mhde  by  Mr.  TaLLMaooB, 
that  the  further  cooaiderhtion  of  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely:  And  the  question  being; 
put  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  " 

A  motion  wan  made  by  Mr.  LEwta,  that  (he 
bill  be  recommitted  to  the  consideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Houie :  And  the  ques- 
tiou  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed  ia  ibe  nexa- 
tive— yeas  35,  nap  57,  »x  folluws: 

YKis—Bieklel  Bacon,  Bnrwell  Bassctt,  EpaphrO< 
ditus  Champion,  Matthew  Clij,  John  Culpeper,  Dan- 
iel M.  Durnll,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Jamea 
Fisk,  Francis  Gardner,  Thomas  Oholson,  jr.,  Edwin 
O'raj,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reut>en  Humphreji,  Rich- 
ard Jacluon,  WaltiT  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joaiah  Masters,  Wil- 
lism  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Oin^ 
don  S.  Mumford,  Joaiah  Cjuincy,  John  Rowan,  John 
Rnaaell,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Clement  Sloret,  Palar 
Swart,  John  Thompson,  Abran  Trifg,  Jabex  Upham, 
James  I.  Van  Alen,  and  Biehard  Winn. 

Niii — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  William  Bliekledfa,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  John  BoyJa,  Robert  Brown,  WU-' 
liam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin  Chitundeo, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  DsienpoK,  jr..  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Meahaek  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyo, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  William  Helmi,  James 
Holland,  DsTid  Holmes,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  O.  Jack- 
son, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  John  Love,  I^rftert  Ma- 
rion, William  HcCieory,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John  Pn^, 
John  Ran  of  Peansylvani*,  John  Rhea  of  TanQesM*, 
Samuel  Biker,  Lemnel  Saimr,  Benjamin  Say,  £b»- 
ntser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  James  Sloan,  John  BmiUa, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soulbanl,  Richaid 
Stanford,  William  Btedman,  John  Taylor,  Archittald 
Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplsnck,  Jesse  Wharton, 
Robert  Whilebill,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  ilien  tnade  by  Mr.  Lewis  (o 
anend  the  bill,  by  inserting  after  tbe  word  ''  the," 
in  Ihe  twenty-ninth  line  of  the  serenth  section, 
the  words  "county  of  Alexandria,  In  the:"  And 
the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed  in  iha 
negative — yeas  34,  nay*  60,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Eiekiel  Baoon,  Barwell  Bassett,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Ckj, 
Orchard  Cook,  John  Culpeper,  James  Fisk,  Francie 
Gardner.  Pet«iK>n  Goodwyn,  David  Holmes,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jnn,,  John  Love,  iVIatthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
MacDD,  Robert  Marion,  William  Milnor,  Nidlola*  H. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrnw,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Joaiah  ^nincy,  John  Rowan,  John  Hnsseli,  Janw* 
Sloan,  Samuel  Smith,  Clement.  Storer,  Peter  Swait, 
Betijaain  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Tbompaon, 
James  I.  Van  Alen,  Nicbola*  Van  Dyke,  and  Ale^ 
■ader  Wilson. 

Nat»— Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Abton,  WiWe 
Alston,  jun.,  Joseph  Barker,  William  W.  Bibb,  John 
Blake,  Jan.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brewn,  WiUJaaa 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Bntlar,  Jessph  Calbooi,  Oeoeff* 
W.  Campbell,  Riohard  Cutla,  Joan  DavMi[Mn%  jtm., 
John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deane,  Joaaph  Desha,  Jamee 
Elliot,  William  Findley,  Masback  Franklin,  Bamrt 
'  Oardenisr,  James  M.  Oarnett,  Edwin  Gray,  Itaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Hairis,  William  Edma,  Jamas  Hot 
land,  John  G.  Jaokson,  Robert  Jenkins,  WilliaM 
Kitkjiatriek,  John  Lambert,  Joaiah  Hasten,  WUliBB 
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HcCreeiy,  John  Honlgoaieiy,  SogeiJ Nelson,  Jolm 
PoiWt,  Joha  Fugh,  John  Rca  of  Penoijlvanu,  Jotm 
Blum  of  TenDeuee.  MattULai  Richuds,  Bamuel  Hiker, 
Benjamin  Say,  Ebencier  Seaver,  Sinjuel  Bbaw,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  SmiLh,  John  Smith,  Henrj  South- 
u-d,  KJcliard  Stanford,  WilUan  Stedman,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  Philip  Van 
Coitlandt,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Jshm  Wharton,  Bob- 
art  Whitehill,  Marmaduks  Williama,  Nathan  Wilaon, 
•lid  Kichard  Winn. 

Sundry  other  proposiiioot  of  ameDdmeflt  (o 
the  bill  were  then  morcd  hy  Mr.  Lewta  and  Mr. 
Maooh,  which  being  lererilly  twice  read,  were, 
on  the  question  put  thereupon,  diaagreed  to  br 
the  House.  Ha  other  ameadmeut  being  afiered, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  aald  bill  be  read  the  third 

Mr.  HoLMEa,  from  the  Carnmiltee  of  Claina, 
pieiented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  HaM- 
inn;  wbicb  wai  lead  twice,  and  coinmitted  to 
a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  ibis  day. 

AKHY  AND  NAVY  APPB0PHIATI0M8. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider  the  amend 
ments  propoMd  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  further  to  amend  the  Eeveralacts  for  the 
eatablishmeot  and  regulatioo  of  the  Treaai 
W»r,  and  Na»y  Departments,  aod  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  auppott  of  the  Military  £s- 
uUishme8t,aiid  of  tbe  Nhtv  of  the  United  Siatea, 
for  ibe  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine:"  Whereupon,  the  first  of  the  said  amepd- 
penu,  to  aliike  outfrom  I  he  word  "  luwmblcd,* 
ID  the  Mcoiid  line  of  the  flrat  section,  to  the  word 
*'thai,"iu  the  first  line  ot  the  sixth  section, being 
lead  as  coDiaioed  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  That  all  wuranti  drawn  b^  either  of  the  Secieta- 
riea  of  the  TieaauiT>  of  War,  and  of  tbe  Nai;,  upon 
(ha  TieuuTei  of  the  United  Btatea,  ahall  specify  the 
particulai  appropriation  or  appropriationa,  to  wbicb 
the  aame  should  be  chatged  i  The  maDcys  paid  by  vir- 
tne  of  inch  warranta  ahall,  in  confermity  therewjtb,  be 
charged  to  audi  appropriation  or  appropriations,  in  the 
books  kept  in  the  office  of  the  ConptrolUi  of  tlw 
Tresaury,  in  the  case  tk  warrants  drawn  by  the  8eo> 
ratai;  of  the  Treaevy ;  and,  in  the  booka  of  the  Ac- 
countants of  the  War  or  Navy  Pipiilaaiit  re^eo- 
liTely,  ia  the  case  of  warreale  Jrawn  by-  the  Sacr^uy 
af  War,  or  by  (he  Becretary  of  the  Nkvy  ;  and  tka  offi- 
bera.  agents,  or  other  persona,  who  may  be  reociysti  of 
pnblie  moneya,  shall  render  distinct  aooeunbi  of  the 
•pplicitioQ  of  ao^  moaeyi,  aoeoidiDg  to.thoappM- 

Ktion  or  apptoprialtona  under  which  the  aame  ahall 
s  been  drawn ;  nor  idiall  any  credit  be  allttwed  to 
«U1mc  of  then  except  for  •xpeosei  anlhomed  by.Uw, 
and  Ibr  (be  amount  appnqmated  for  the  aame :  Pro- 
Mtd,  neverthelm.  That,  daring  the  roceae  of  Con- 
giass,  the  PiesidenI  of  the  United  States  nay,  and  he 
M  hereby  aulhoriied,  on  the  appUcaUon  of  libe  Secre- 
tary of  the  proper  Department,  and  not  otherwiaa,  di- 
■eot,  if  in  hM  opinion  necaaeary  for  the  pnblio  acrrice, 
that  a  potfian  of  the  money*  «pproprial«o  Ibr  a  partico- 
ki  bnnoh  of  expenditure  in  that  D^iaitiaent,  be  ^>- 
nlied  to  another  bunch  of  expenditure  in  the  awne 
Departoient;  in  which  eaae,  a  special  acconat  of  the 
Boneya  Ihne  trans&rred,  and  of  their  a^liealion,  ahaU 
h*  laid  befera  Gongnaa  doring  the  first  week  of  their 


"Sac.  3.  And  be  it  JiiHha- matted,  ThatitdnUlw 
Ihs  duty  of  the  pomptroUer  of  the  Tieaaniy,  in  tnrj 
ease  where  in  his  opinion  farther  delays  would  be  ia- 
jurion*  to  Uie  United  States,  and  he  ia  hereby  aailm. 
iied,  to  direct  the  Auditor  of  tbe  Trearary,  and  ilw 
Accovntants  of  the  War  and  Naij  Oepsitmenti,  n 
an;  lime,  forthwith  to  audit  and  settle  >uy  pKiicidu 
«ccoant  whieh  the  said  officers  may  be  reqieaiic^ 
authBrized  to  attdit  and  settle,  and  to  report  aoch  at- 
tlement  for  hi*  rension  and  &nal  deciakw.  And  Iks 
aaid  ConiptroUer  shall  also  lay  an  ^I'l'n'T  stitriaial 
belbre  Cpngtess,  of  the  accounts  in  cither  of  lbs  Tnas- 
uiy,  War,  or  Navy  Departments,  which  nay  ban  k- 
■sained  more  than  three  years  unsettled,  or  en  aliiek 
balances  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  Ihns 
yean,  tegMher  vith  a  slstement  of  ibe  aases  wUck 
ba*e  prsTanted  the  aettliimant  of  the  •cconnl^  or  ikt 
recoTBiy  of  the  balancea,  due  to  the  United  Stain. 

"fisca.  AndbtilfitrlluTauieUd,Tiuttidmmlf 
of  the  Pnrreyor  of  Public  Suppliee,  l^aj  iiianan  if  I  ha 
Army,  Puraeia  of  the  Nary,  Mihtaiy  Agmt^MdsOMB 
oficen  abeady  antheriied  by  law,  no  other  ptrmsaaat 
agents  dull  bp  appointed  either  for  the  pnipns  af 
making  oontncta,  or  far  the  purdiaae  of  leijiliea  ia 
any  other  maBDsr,  or  In  the  diabuneacnt  af  maatji 
for  the  UM  of  the  Military  EatabliahniMt,  sr  of  Ibe 
NsTj  of  the  United  Stales,  but  auch  as  riiall  be  ap- 
pointed by  (he  Piendent  of  the  United  Btstts,  with 
(he  adTice  and  consent  of  the  Senate :  PrBtidei,  That 
tbe  President  may,  and  be  is  hereby  anthoiited,  in  iha 
receaa  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  ail  or  any  of  andi 
agents,  which  appointments  shall  be  submibnl  to  the 
Senate  at  the  neit  seBsion,  for  their  adnca  and  con- 
ttnt;  and  tbe  President  of  the  United  Stales  is  hereby 
authorized,  nntil  otberwiie  providnj  by  bw,  to  fii  Um 
number  and  compeiisetionB  of  such  agents  :  Fl  im'iif  J. 
Aataertr,  That  their  number  sbsU  not  exceed  eight  ia 
the  whole  :  And  provided,  aim.  That  Am  eompensa- 
lion  allowed  to  cither  shall  not  exceed  one  pet  centan 
on  the  public  moneya  diabursed  by  him, nor  in  any  ia- 
atance  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  to  the  Par- 
Teyor  of  Public  Bapplies. 

"  Sxa.  4.  ^nd  be  it  f\tHher  enteted,  Thsl  (my 
such  agent  as  may  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  ibt  ntit 
preceding  seclioDi  and  every  Purser  of  the  Niiy  ihiU 
glTB  bond,  with  one  oi  moreaufficieot  sureliei,iDnidl 
sums  aa  tbe  Preiident  of  the  United  Stat«a  raaj&tct. 
Air  the  fiuthfut  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
and  tbe  Paymaster  of  th«  Army,  the  Military  Agtnn, 
tbe  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  tbe  Puraen  et  lk» 
N»Ty,  and  the  agents  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  fit- 
ceding  section  ahall,  whenerer  practicable,  keep  lb* 
public  moneys  in  their  hands  in  some  ineotpsnttd 
banka  to  be  deaignsted  Ibr  that  puipoM  by  the  Pn» 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  make  momlily  ■•■ 
turns  io  such  f<»'oi  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Ttesi- 
ury  DepartOMnt,Df  the  moMjs  lecoited  and  axpcadtd 
during  the  preceding  month,  and  of  the  unaxpeniltd 

•'  Sic.  b.  And  be  it  fvrtktr  matted.  That  all  pv- 
chassa  and  contract*  tor  anppliee  or  sarvicea  which  sm 
or  may,  according  lo  law,  be  made  by,  or  under  lit 
direction  of  either  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Tmasuiy,  ^ 
Becretary  of  War,  or  the  Secrelsiy  of  the  Navy,  ^d 
be  made  either  by  open  purchase,  oi  by  preiionsly  a^ 
vertiaing  for  proposals  r^pecling  the  same,  and  dial 
be  preiiously  authorised  or  subsequenLlj  approred  ky 
tbe  President  of  the  United  Sistes:  And  an  anacsl 
atalen^t  of  all  such  ccntiacts  and  purchaaes,  and  ilsn 
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of  the  aipBulibini  of  tba  mopaji  ■ppropriated  for  Ihe 
cantingent  eipansM  of  (he  MiliUrj  EgUbliihment,  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Slftei,  and  for  the  diacharge  of  miacellaneoua  claima, 
not  olhemiBe  prarided  for  and  paid  at  the  Treasuij, 
ihall  be  laid  befocB  Congrn*  at  the  beginning  of  each 
jnr  by  the  Secratary  of  the  proper  DepartacnL 
'•  Sic.  e.  And  be  it  farther  enacted. 
Tbe  quFstioQ  was  taken  that  ih?  Houie  do 
■free  lo  ihe  said  Snt  BmeodnieDt  of  the  8eDB(« 
to  the  bill,  and  it  passed  in  the  uegalife — jeas  3, 
Days  73,  as  follovs : 

Yciia — Joeiah  Maaten,  Wilaon  Caiiy  Nicholaa,  ao6 
Is«ah  Qaincj. 

Nil* — Bran  Aluandnr,  WiUia  AI^od,  jun.,  Eio- 
kkJ  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Jowiph  Barker,  Burwell  Ba» 
•eti,  William  W.  Bibb,  John  Blaka,  Junior,  Tbomaa 
BlDitnt,  Jotm  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  WiQlam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
Orchard  Cook,  John  Culpeper,  Richard  Cutta,  John 
DaiTson,  Joceph  Deaha,  Jamei  EUiot,  John  W.Bppea, 
William  Fiodley,  Jamea  TUk,  Francia  Gatdnar,  Tboa, 
Gbolann,  junior,  Peteraon  Ooodnyn,  laaiah  L.  Green, 
lubn  Heialer,  William  Helma,  Jamaa  Holland,  David 
Holmea,  Beniamin  Howard,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Richard  H.  Johnaoa,  Walter  Jonea,  John 
Lambrrt,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Wilttam  Milnor,  Jahn  Montgomery,  Nicholaa 
R.  Moon,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John HoirowiOajAin 8. 
Humlbnl,  Tbomaa  Newfaotd,  Tbonua  Newton,  John 
KanOolph,  John  Rsa  of  PennajlTania,  John  ^lea  of 
TennoMoe,'  Jacob  Riclurda,  Mattbiaa  Ridiaida,  Sun< 
Del  Riket,  John  Buaaeil,  GUneier  Saater,  Bwaoel 
Ghaw,  Jamea  Sloui,  John  Ssiilie,  Jcdadiah  K.  Stnith, 
Samual  ^milb,  Heniy  Southatd,  Biebard  Stanford, 
Clement  Stoiar,  John  Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  Arehi' 
bald  Van  Hom,  Daniel  C.  VeipUnck,  Jea«e  Wharton, 
Robert  WbiUhUI,  Mannaduke  WilUaou,  and  Alejian- 
dei  Wilaon. 

The  secoDd  amendment  of  the  Senate  . 
bill,  bciny  to  atiike  out  in  ibe  thtctsentb  tine  of 
Ihe  si^th  seciioD,  the  words  "one  htmdred  and 
_fiftj/j"  and  io«ett,  in  lieu  thereof,  tbe  worda  "aev- 
entf-five,"  was,  on  the  question  put  tfaereupoo, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houae. 

Th«  tbitd  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  atrike 
out  in  tbe  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  linet 
of  tbe  said  aiitb  section  of  the  bill,  the  wotdi 
following,  to  wit :  "  For  Ihefartifieatioiu  o/ porta 
and  haritm,  iu  addition  ta  the  twnt  appropria- 
ted Jbr  that  fnrpott^  oae  miUion  of  dollars,"  be- 
ing twice  read  at  the  Clerk'a  table,' the  question 
was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree  to  tbe  said 
amendment,  and  resolved  in  (he  affirmatiTe — 
yeas  48,  nayt  30,  oa  foil 

raav— Bran  Alaxande  . 
Bard,  Joaepb  Barker,  Burwelt  Baaaett, 
Bibb,  Thomai  Blount,  Xt^  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Barwsll,  WiUiam  Butler,  Joaaph  C^houn, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Colpapei,  Richard  Cntu,  Joseph 
Deaha,  Jamea  P^k,  Tbomaa  Gbelaon,  juiwr,  Fctenon 
GoodwiTD,  laaiah  L.  Greaa,  John  Heistw,  Jama*  Hol- 
land, EUobaid  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Jtdin  Lam- 
bert, Nathaniel  Maeon,  Rtdwrt  Marion,  Wm.  Miloof, 
Nichoiaa  R-  Koom,  Jeremiah  Monow,  John  Morrow, 
John  Itandolph,  Jobn  Rea  of  Penn^lTSnia,  Jacob 
Riehaida,  Matthias  Ricbarda,  Ubeoeier  SesTet,  Samuel 


Shaw,  Jededlah  K.  Snitb,  Samoel  Smith,  Richard 
Staufbrd,  Jobn  Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Jeaee  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Marmaduke 
Williama,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Wiim. 

Nits— Eiekiel  Bacon,  John  Blake,  junior,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jaba  Dawaon,  Daniel  M.  Duielf,  James  Elliot, 
Jobn  W .  Eppea,  William  Pindtey,  Prancia  Gardner, 
William  Hetma,  David  Holmea,  Beniamin  Howard, 
John  O.  Jackson,  Mattbew  Iiyon,  Joaiah  Maaters, 
William  MeCreery.  John  Mont^vnery,  Qnrdoa  8. 
Mnmfbrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  WiUon 
icbDlM,JohnRea  of  TeiHiaaaae,  Samoal  Riker, 
James  Skian,  John  Svilie,  Henry  Sonthard,  Glomeni 
Starer,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Jamea  I.  Van  Alen,  and 
Daniel  C.  Verplanek. 

The  fourth  amendment  of  tbe  Seoat^  affect- 
ing tbe  title  of  ibe  bill  so  as  to  read,  ''Ad  act 
making  afjptopriatioDs  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Estauisbmeni,  and  of  tbe  Navy  of  tbe 
United  Slates,  for  tbe  year  one  Ibousaud  eight 
hundred  and  oini;,"  was,  on  ihe  question  put 
thweupoQ,  disagreed  lo  by  the  House. 

DUBURBEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  MONETfl. 

The  bill  from  ilie  Senate  further  lo  amend  tho 
several  act9  for  the  esiablishmeat  of  tbe  War  and 
Navy  Depariinents,  having  been  read  a  first  time, 

Mr.  W.  Alhton  moved  that  it  be  rejected. 
Tbe  bill  which  had  been  sent  from  ibis  House 
contained  nearly  tbe  same  provisions  as  ibis,  but 
much  more  effectual.  When  the  appropriation* 
for  the  ensuing  year  bad  been  under  coosideralion 
before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  they 
had  unanimously  agreed  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  add  to  the  bill  regulations  lo  guard  the  expendi- 
ture of  tbe  public  money.  That  great  abuses  bad 
grown  out  Ihe  misapplication  of  public  money  do 
one  would  deny;  tlie  facts  stared  every  man  in 
the  face.  The  practice  had  been,  when  mooef 
had  been  appropriated  for  tbe  War  and  Navy 
Deparimenis,  instead  of  drawing  it  out  of  the 
Treasury  by  warrauts  for  each  specific  purpose,  to 
draw  it  out  by  millions.  Tbe  statement  of  tba 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navv,  in  opposition  to  the  bill 
as  it  went  from  this  House,  was  not  sufficient 
ground  to  induce  iba  House  lo  reverse  its  decis- 
ion; and  he  was  authorized  to  stale  from  ibe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  difficqltiea 
stated  against  the  proposed  jilan  did  not  exist; 
that  tbe  forms  for  carrying  into  effect  the  bill 
were  already  provided. 

Mr.  LovG  tbouf  bt  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alston 
at  least  an  impolitic  one,  as  it  might,  if  successful, 
jeopardize  tbe  passage  of  tbe  appropriation  bil^ 
10  vbicb  provisions  of  nearly  a  similar  nature 
bad  been  attached  and  sent  to  the  Senate.  There 
were  indeed  some  little  differences,  nope  he  be- 
lieved in  any  imporlaut  principles,  between  the 
bill  whieh  had  passed  this  House  and  that  tent 
from  the  Senate.  The  few  atteratians  he  thought 
absolutely  necessary,  and  he  was  surprised  to 
hear  tbe  genileioHn  speak  of  the  statement  sent 
from  tbe  Secretaty  of  the  Nary,  and  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House,  as  erroneoos,  without  any 
attempt  to  specify  its  defects.  The  gentleman 
had  relied  on  tbe  authorily  of  tbe  Secteiary  ot 
the  Treasury,  and  however  be  might  concur  ia 
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■n  opinion,  as  lo  the  finaneikl  rklenls  of  ihat  gen- 
llemaa,  he  could  not  consent  that  the  Secretary 
who  had  made  ihe  sisiement  on  this  occasion, 
had  discovered  less  ability,  or  knawledge  or  the 
duties  of  bis  office. 

Mr.  NswTOH  suggested  the  propriety  or  per- 
mitiing  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  ubl«  till  ib«  decisioD 
of  the  Senate  on  the  bill  which  went  from  ibis 
Uaiue  was  known. 

Mr.  Tatlor  hoped  the  bill  would  be  rejected. 
Now  wa*  tb«  lime  to  make  a  stand  in  suppott  or 
Ibe  bill  seat  from  Ibis  House.  The  claosci  on 
thflsabject  or  the  expenditure  of  public  monejr 
had  been  properly  annexed  to  the  bill,  and  he  be- 
lieTed  that  they  could  be  passed;  Tor  the  Senate 
he  believed  would  not  tale  upon  tbembclves  to 
push  the  House  from  its  ground  as  ibey  had  in 
the  ease  of  the  fallioui  navy  bill  during  the  pres- 
ent nnsion.  It  had  always  appeared  to  him  that 
tbti  Government  ought  to  have  some  pinnacle 
whence  the  people  and  every  member  of  the 
House  ihonU  take  a  complete  view  of  the  whole 
expenditure  of  the  nation.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  that  commanding  view  as  to  the 
receipts;  but  he  had  not  the  same  complete  and 
ample  view  of  the  monevs  paid  from  the  Treasury. 
Elighl  years  ago  it  had   been  reported,  very  ui 


mittee  of  Investigation,  that  there  had  been 
misapplication  ofihe  public  money.  From  what 
bad  It  arisen?  For  the  want  of  that  measure 
which  had  passed  a  few  days  ago  in  this  House 
without  a  dissenting  voicf.  The  bill  as  sent 
from  this  House  was  recurring  to  the  good  advice 
giren  eight  years  affo,  that  it  was  necessary  not 
only  that  they  should  be  economical  in  the  ei' 
peuditure  of  the  public  money,  but  tbai  the  sp- 
proptiaiions  should  be  speci6cally  applied.  It 
was  calculated  to  prevent  the  agents  of  the  de- 
pattments  from  turning  over  immense  sums  of 
the  public  money  at  the  rale  of  three  per  cent, 
per  month.  He  wished  to  have  lome  department 
to  be  amenable  for  all  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government;  and  be  would  ra'tber,  in  fact,  lose 
the  appropriation  bill  than  agree  to  strike  out  the 
sections  sent  from  this  House. 

The  bill  was  then  rejected,  51  to  26. 

FOREIGN  LICEN8E8. 

The  House  took  up  fur  consideration  the  bill 
for  disfranchiiiing  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
navigating  under  foreign  licenses. 

The  first  fectiort  of  the  bill,  which  it  will  be 
teeollecied,  calls  home  all  vessels  which  went  out 
previous  to  the  embareo,  &.c.,  had  been  struck 
out  the  last  lime  the  bill  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  JiOKSON  moved  an  ameudraenisubjecling 
persons  convicted  of  accepting,  using,  or  conni- 
ving at  the  use  of  a  foreign  license  in  fine  or  im- 
prisonment. This  amendment  was  modified  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  so  as  to  disquali^  any 
person  so  convicted  from  holding  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  (he  United  Slates. 

Mr.  ByawBLL  observed  that  be  should  consider 
this  more  as  a  paper  law  than  an  efiectual  one;  i 


bat  should  feel  himself  bound,  by  voting  for  the 
bill,  to  enter  his  solemn  protest  against  so  shame- 
ful a  practice.  Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  principle 
ofeipairiatioo  as  a  punishment,  doubling  whether 
CoDfiress  had  a  right  to  exercise  iL  As  lo  pre- 
venting vessels  from  sailingunder  British  licenses, 
he  doubled  ibe  praciic^biliiy  nf  preventing  it. 
There  were  no  doubt  enough  of  those  licenses  in 
the  bands  of  ber  public  or  private  agents;  aad 
proof  of  the  fact  could  scarcely  ever  be  ofataiaed, 
from  the  privacy  -under  which  ibry  were  pro- 
cured, and  the  discretion  with  which  they  wonM 
be  used.  He  should,  however,  vole  far  such  a 
law  as  this,  were  it  only  lo  enter  a  record  on  iheii 
joumils against  theprsclice.  He  cosceivrd,  how- 
ever, that  before  the  next  session  the  Orders  in 
Council  rendering  such  licenses  necessary  to  trade 
would  be  better  understood,  and  the  people  of  the 
Union  more  strongly  united  against  then;  and 
special  laws  against  particular  cases  under  them 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  was  not  disposed  lightly  to 
commit  ihe  Houve  on  the  subject  of  eipstriation; 
but  there  was  unquestionably  a  difference  between 
expatriation  and  dlsqualiGcaiion  for  office.  He 
produced  precedent  in  support  of  the  ameodmeat 
proposed.  Mr.  J.  regretted  that  tbis  practice 
coifld  not  be  prevented,  Irom  the  Proteualike 
character  of  some  merchants ;  and  deplored  ibe 
necessity  which  would  compel  them  lo  place  a 
law  for  preventing  this  disgraceful  praclieeoB  ifaa 
stataie  book.  He  believed  that  there  was  noi  a 
single  member  of  the  House  who  was  not  willing 
to  punish  those  who  violated  the  honor  of  the 
cbnntry  by  accepting  foreicn  license*. 

Mr.  Ltoh  said  be  could  see  no  necewty  for 
Eucb  a  law,  beceose  il  would  be  impossible  to 
carry  it  into  efleci;  and  because  il  was  an  txpolt 
facto  law,  operaring  on  persons  now  abroad,  who 
could  have  no  knowledge  of  such  a  law  or  of  an 
intention  to  pass  it.  It  was  legislating  to  nooitwr 
purpose  than  lo  show  that  they  had  the  power  to 

Mr.  Q.UINCY  suggested  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning ihe  consideration  of  this  subject  tiU  iha 
next  session,  when  the  evil  would  be  better  un- 
derstood and  a  remedy  could  be  more  easily  pro- 
vided. It  would  he  in  the  power  of  any  petaoa, 
this  bill  to  the  contrary  notwithstandrng,  by  a 
short  residence  in  some  foreign  port  Lodeprira 
himself  of  the  character  of  a  citizen  ol  the  United 
Slates  and  thereby  evade  the  law. 

Mr.  J.  G.  JACXBon  observed  that  no  bill  which 
could  be  passed  could  Cunstilatianally  have  a 
retrospective  effect;  and,  therefore,  if  we  were  to 
wait  till  the  evil  bad  extended,  il  would  be  too 
laie  10  provide  a  preventive. 

Mr.  Bicoii  was  by  no  means  certain  that  ibis 
law  would  prevent  the  practice  of  Bccepting  for- 
eign licenses  to  trade;  hot  be  should  vote  for  tbe 
bill  principally  as  entering  a  protest  against  tbe 
rifbi  of  any  foreign  naiioQ  to  regulate  or  emba^ 
rass  our  trade, 

Mr.  LroN  spoke  at  some  length  agaiitst  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiBK  replied  to  Mr.  Ltoi«.  He  bad  not 
thought  that  there  was  an  AioerieBD  who^  Wttom- 
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iatc  himself  to  be  such,  would  coDEeot  ihai  our 
citizeos  should  dit^grace  ihemselvn  bv  Ibis  prac- 
tice. It  was  uecessarf  to  pass  ihis  bill  it'll  were 
oolf  to  express  the  sentiments  of  (he  nation  on 
the  subject.  If  no  noiice  were  to  be  taken  of  it, 
there  would  appear  to  be  an  acquiescence  in  the 
pTaclice  by  the  United  States, 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jaokson's  [notion  was  carried  67  to  6. 
The  bill  wu  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

'    Fbidat,  March  3-    ' 
The  SfbaKkb  laid  before  the  House' ■  letter 


_o  the  books  of  the  Treasury  for  adtances 
prior  to  the'  thirtieth  dajr  of  June,  one  thousand 
eig^t  hundred  and  eight,  prepared  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  ihe  twenlieihior 
April  lasi^  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
OQ  the  table. 

Tbe  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  Marine  Insurance  Corapanyof  Aleiaridria  to 
alter  their  style  and  firm,  and  to  insure  against  Inss 
by  fire,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideratioQ  of  the  said  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  to  cDDsider  the  inend- 
meoi  propoied  by  the  Senate  to  the  biM,  entitled 
"An  ftcl  concerning  inrnlid  pensioners:"  Wbere- 
npoD, 

Retolvtd,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  tbe 
•aid  amend meitt. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  eniiiled  "An  act  \o  authorize 
the  Marine  Insutanee  Companr  of  Alexandria  to 
alter  their  strle  and  firm,  and  to  insure  against 


time,  it  passed  in  (he  negatiTe. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itseirinio  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill 
,  aent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
for  the  incorporation  of  religious  societies  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  being  called  for,  a  motion 
vas  made  by  Mr.  Nelson  that  the  said  order  of 
the  day  be  postponed  indefinitely;  Anil  the  ques- 
tion being  put  (hereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  providing_far  the  promulgation  of  certain 
laws  ii)  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ;"  to  which 
tbey  desire  the  Concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Hoiue  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  l«  authorize  the  makings  turnpike  road  from 
Mason's  Causeway  to  Al£iandria, 

Mr.  Oholbon'b  motion  lor  indefinite  pQstpone- 


The  bill  was  then  passed— 

FOBEIQN  LIC£NSE8. 


vent,  under  certain  disabilities,  any  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates  taking  a  license  from  any  foreign 
Power  to  navigate  the  ocean,  or  to  trade  with 
any.  other  foreign  and  independent  Power,  was 
read  the  third  time:  And,  on  tbe  question,  that 
Ihe  same  do  pas^,  it  whs  resolved  in  tbe  affirma- 
tfvE— yeas  73,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YiAB — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willia  Alston,  jun.,  Ete- 
btel  Bi«DQ,  David  Bscd,  Joseph  Barker,  WiUiua  W. 
Bibb,  John  Blake.jun.,  Tbomis  Bloant,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Boyle,  Itobert  Brown,  Joceph  Calhoun,  John 
Culpeper,  Richard  Cutts,  Josiah  Deans,  Joseph  Desha, 
Daniel  M.  Durell,  John  W.  £ppes,  William  Findtey, 
James  Piik,  Meihsolc  Franklin,  James  M.  Garnelt, 
Tbomai  Gholaon.  jr.,  Edwin  Gray,  Iwisb  L.  Greeo, 
John  Heister,  William  Holms,  James  Holland,  David 
Holmei,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreyi, 
Daniel  Ileley,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Willinm  Kirkpat- 
rkk.  John  Lambert,  Robert  Marlon,  Joaiah  Maitora, 
William  McCreery,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomaa  Moore.  John  MDrroiv,  Gurdon  8.  Mnm- 
fbrd,  Roget  nelson,  Thomas  Nenbold,  Tboniaa  New- 
ton, Wilaon  C  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pngh, 
John  Rea  of  Pennaylvania,  Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennesaee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Samuel  Kiker,  Ebeneier  8e»Tcr,  Dan- 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Johji 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Clement 
Slorer,  Peter  Snart,  John  Thompaoti,  Abram  3'riggi 
George  M.  Troup,  James  L  Van  Alen,  Daniel  C. 
Vorplanek,  Jcbb  Wharton,  Robert  Whitohill,  Isaac 
Wilbour,  Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nits — Epapbniilitns  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Davenport,  juD.,  William  Ely,  Bsrent  Oar- 
denier,  Francis  Gardner,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis, 
junior,  William  Milnor,  James  Sloan,  William  Sled- 
man,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Benjamin  TallmaJge,  Jabsa 
U|diam,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  and  KlUian  K.  Vaa 
Reiisselaer. 

DELAWARE  CANAL. 
-    Tbe  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  authorizing 
theztant  of  a  certain  quantiiy  of  public  land,  for 
stock  in  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Cknat 
Company,  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Ncwrorf. 

Mr.  Eppes  observed  that,  at  this  late  period  of 
Ihe  ses-Mon,  tbe^ouse  could  not  he  prepared 
to  consider  a  bill  which  not  only  involved  a  great 
grant  of  property  of  the  United  Slates,  but  a 
CoAKtitptional  question.  He  therefore  moved  to 
postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Nbwton  observed  that  the  principle  was 
not  new,  and  the  Constitutional  question,  if  any, 
had  been  deeided  long  ago;  for  the  United  Statea 
had  taken  slock  ia  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
and  in  other  institutions.  He  wished  the  hill  to 
be  taken  up. 

Mr.  Bppes  confessed  he  whs  asioniFhed  that 
any  gentleman  should  onpose  the  motion  whieh 
he  proposed.  Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  the 
property  of  tbe  nation  was  to  be  voted  away,  and 
that  neither  the  Representatives  nor  the  people 
should  understand  the  principle  on  which  it  waa 
voted?  And  was  the  House  to  establish  the 
principle  that  Congress  were  io  become  land-job- 
bera  or  speculators  in  public  slock?  He  had  ao 
doubt  that  the  Delaware  Canal  was  a  proper  ob- 
ject for  tbe  public  aiteniion;  and  if  fbe  Conatitu- 
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tioB  could  be  amended  and  money  could  beippro- 
priaied  for  ihat  object,  he  aiid,  he  should  as  booq 
vote  it  to  the  Delaware  CbdbI  is  to  aoy  other 
object  of  ibe  kind,  but  not  for  that  object  aio^ly. 
When  [be  subject  wax  taken  up,  everjr  question, 
on  a  similar  objeet,  ihould  be  passed  in  rerietr. 
He  really  hoped  inai  gcuileaien  would  doi,  on 
ibe  prevent  occasion,  insist  on  passing  a  bill  which 
had  never  yet  been  before  a  committee  of  this 
House.  He  hoped  ibat  thi»  would  not  be  nnade 
the  flrat  instanoe  in  wblch  a  bill  of  this  import- 
ance had  been  passed  at  (he  last  da^  of  tbe  »es- 
aion,  and  at  the  moment  of  the  dissolution  of 

Mr.  Stanford  waa  oppostd  to  llie  motion  for 
postponement.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  this  bill 
as  B  local  queaiioB,  but  from  general  principle. 
When  the  ^eatleman  said  that  this  wm  a  new 
lubjeci,  lei  It  be  remembered  that,  in  case  of  the 


Cumberlaud  road,  this  very  princlpla  waa  recoz- 
nised ;  it  having  eooMiieooed  wiib  the  procteeds 
of  the  poblic  Fanda,  and  thia  very  smMon  Ifae 


g«od  a  lime  to  eommenoe  the  lyitem  of 
ptovemenl  as  aoy  other.  It  was  also  couneeied 
with  i Die rnal  defence.  If  war  shonld  fbllow  our 
present  measures,  this  bill  mighi  and  would  con- 
tribute essentially  lo  the  common  good.  The  ob- 
test  was  cot  new,  for  a  EiaiiUr  bill  had  been 
Defore  the  Hoase  one  or  two  sessions  ago  ;  nor  did 
be  know  that  there  was  anything  proposed  by  ihe 
bill  wliicb  militated  against  the  Coostiiutioii  of 
tbe  United  States. 

Tbe  bill  waa  poftponed  iodeffnitely — ayesAS, 
noes  31. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Mr.  Ne«oii  called  for  the  order  of  the  day,  on 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
eiigii>«erB,  (to  remove  the  Military  Academy  to 
the  seat  of  Ooveciiraenl.) 

Mr.  Mastbhb  moved  to  postpoiM  the  subject 
indefinitely  and  save  his  reasons  in  favor  of  it, 
via:  That  West  Point  was  a  maph  mora  eligible 
situation  ;  that  it  would  be  expensive  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  lo  remove  the  institution,  and,  afier  it 
was  removed,  to  provide  building:!  for  its  aoeom- 
laodaiiOD ;  and  that  private  property  had  been 
embarked  in  the  Mlilemsnl  at  West  Point,  which 
would  be  injured  byihe  removal. 

Mr.  Lewis  opposed  the  motion,  urging  in  sup- 
port of  tbe  bill  (be  adrantages  which  would  arise 
uom  this  iflsiiiution  being  at  the  seal  of  Qovern- 
ment,  and,  being  a  national  institution,  the  pro- 
priety of  its  being  under  Ibe  immediate  supeiin- 
lendeoce  of  the  head  of  the  War  Department. 

Hr.  LivERMORC  supported  the  moiiau,  on  ac- 
count of  the  laleoess  of  tbe  sessioD,  and  from  a 
belief  ihai,  if  laken  up,  it  would  consume  the 
whole  of  ihe  seiMon. 

Mr.  J.  G.  JaoESON  observed  that  there  was  no 
bill  before  tbe  House  more  important  than  this; 
aai  it  was  a  single  questioa,  on  which  every  meaa- 
ber:  probably,  had  made  up  his  mind. 

The  question  on  iodefinile  poBlponemeat  was 
carried— ayes  49,  noes  34. 


MARINE  COBPe. 

The  House  resolved  iiself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  for 
iucreating  the  Marine  Corps, 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  siriking 
out  that  pari  which  authorizes  (he  appoiolmeal 
of  the  Major ;  for,  he  said,  (here  waa  do  oecasioa 
for  field  omcers  in  ibis  corpse  as  they  would  never 
go  on  board  a  ship. 

Mr.  Nelbon  opposed  (he  motion,  as  he  euasid- 
ered  (he  appoiolmeot  necessary  for  the  organiza- 
lioD  of  a  Marine  Corps,  and  as  neceaaary  lo  indaee 
young  roea  of  apirit  and  emerpriae  to  enter  ihe 
corps — the  prospect  of  proaaoiioa  being aaindace- 
meB(.    Motion  negatived. 

An  ameodmeol  was  moved  la  make  all  foiore 
eitlistmenu  for  the  term  of  five  years.    Carried. 

The  Committee  rose  and  repor[ed  tbe  bill  u 
anaeaded. 

Mr.  MicDM  renewed  hii  motion  (or  striking 
out  "  one  Mi^or." 

Mr.  Bdbwelx  supported  th«  raoiioa.  He  wish- 
ed thai  the  bill  could  have  been  rejected.  He 
was  cot  one  of  those  who  believed  if  ihisnaiioa 
went  to  war  for  maritime  rigbis,  that  ii  was  to  be 
carried  on  by  large  frigates,  but  by  small  veasels 
and  individual  enterprise ;  and  was,  theiefMe,BOI 
for  increasing  this  corps. 

Mr.  Mianeas  quo(ed  a  repor(  froia  the  Nivy 
Department,  on  the  subject  of  the  Marine  Corps. 
It  would  be  remarked  (ha(  tbe  Mviae  Corps 
were  eatcuiated  lo  act  as  iafaotry  wbnonsbOK, 
and  thai  an  additional  Dumber  were  ^aKicolatlf 
wanted  for  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  for  tcrviee 
on  board  the'  gunboats. 

Mr.  MiooK'a  motion  was  aegatived— ayes  41, 
noes  32.  And  the  bill  wai  ordered  lo  a  third 
reatUng — ayes  43,  noes  29. 

AHMY  AMD  NAVY  APPHbP!UA*nOHa 

A  message  was  received  from  tbe  Sensle  ia- 
forOing  the  House  that  they  insisted  on  iheir 
amendments  to  the  bill  from  this  Hoose,  supple- 
raeniary  to  tbe  acts  far  (he  establishinent  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments,  and  oBking  appro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  the  Military  ana  Na- 
val Establishments  for  the  year  1809.  [ThM 
amendiaent  was  to  strike  out  the  ^ve  seciioDs 
regulating  the  mode  of  expenditure  and  sppro- 

K'iatiun  of  the  public  money  in  tbe  War  sod 
avy  Departments.] 

The  quesltDn  having  been  put, "  Will  this  House 
recede  from  its  refusal  to  concur  in  ifae  amend- 
ments 7" 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jackson  remarked  that  thi^  was  u 
important  bill,  and  however  be  was  in  favor  of 
(he  part  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  be  stricken 
out,%e  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  defeat 

r. 

hoped  that  the  Bouse  wnnU 
not  recede.  Painful  as  it  woalJ  be,  he  would 
rather  see  (he  bill  fall  aIioge(ber.  The  mode  ia 
which  these  provisions  had  been  affixed  to  tbs 
bill  was  not  unusual ;  and  he  produced  a  prece- 
dent in  support  of  it  To  ihe  principle  Ibeit 
could  be  no  objection. 
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Mr.  GaoLBOH  Mid,  he  tbongbt  il  %a8  too  Iste 
in  ibe  sessioQ  to  commencB  a  new  eoaUoieisf 
witii  the  Senate ;  and  an  il  was  agreed,  on  all 
hands,  that  part  of  the  bill  waaceriaijily  neeea- 
sary,  and  (be  other  part  miKht  be  poitpoDed  wilb- 
on:  injury  Id  the  State,hewasiorarorof  receisioB 

Mr.  Macoh  said  tbat,  oa  this  nubjeet,  there 
Bould  be  but  one  queslion,  Were  the  RectioDa 
which  the  Senue  bad  slricbea  out,  proper  to  be 
passed  into  a  law,.or  were  they  not  1  That  was 
the  only  quMiioo  (o  be  decided.  He  hoped  the 
Hou&e  would  not  sacrifice  the  principle  to  aceoca- 
(uodaiion. 

Mr.  Skilis  hoped  the  Hinise  would  not  gire 
way  }  they  were,  now  •iragslinf  for  the  pralec- 
lioo  of  the  public  moiey.  He  raid  he  would  ad- 
here and  throw  ihe  reaponiibilily  of  losiag  the 
whole  appropriation  bill  on  the  Senate.  Itthey 
:hoee  toaceouni  to  the  people  for  the  consequca* 
sea  of  the  failure  of  the  bill,  tet  them  dow. 

The  quealioD  was  then  taken  on  reeedia^f,  by 
^easand  nays, and  decided  jothe  negative — yeaa 
17,  Days  55,  ai  .follows  -. 

YsM— Ebekisl  Bacan,  John  BI«kB,jr.,  Adam'Bojd, 
Spapbroditus  ChnrapkiD,  Martin  Cbittcoden,  Richaid 
jutu,  Tbomaa  Qhdnni,  p.,  David  HoUuea,  Keaben 
lampbreja,  John  O.  Jaduoa,  Bobert  leakina.  Jamn 
Celly,  JoMph  Leww,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livarmora, 
oho  Lovs,  Jbsiab  Ma<ten,  WiUiam  McCreNy,  Wil- 
iam  MiJnor,  JoDsthsD  O.  Mraelj,  Qdrdon  8.  Mamfoid, 
loger  NelsoD,  Thoniu  Newbojd,  Thomas  Newton, 
^ilsoa  C.  Nicholu,  Joiiah  Quiticy,  Samael  Shan,  Jad- 
-diab  K.  amitb,  Jphn  Smith,  Henr;  Southard,  Cleiu- 
intStorcr,  Benj.  Tallmadge,  Joba  Tbampmo,  Jamsa 
:.  Van  Atcn,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  I»bc  Wilbour, 
Uexander  WlUon,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

NiT*— Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willi*  Alston,  jr.,  Joseph 
Barker,  Burwell  Bssiett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Thomas 
Blount,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  Willisni  A.  Bur- 
urell,  John  Dairion,  Joseph  Deaba,  William  Ely,  John 
W.  Eppei,  WiHiun  FioJlej,  James  Pisk,  UarentGar- 
tenier,  PraOcis  QardnBT,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
3ray,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  John  Hsrris,  John  Heister, 
lames  HoDsiid;  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  M.  John- 
wn,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Matlbew  Ljon, 
fatbaniBl  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  John  Montfomery, 
lieholaa  R.  Moore,  Thoma*  Moor*,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
lobn  Porter,  John  Bea  of  ftsos^snia,  Jolm  Rhea  of 
roDiieaaee,  /aeab  Rldiants,  Mattbiaa  Bidiaida,  eMunel 
Hiker,  Jebo  Rowao,  Jobn  Rne^,  BbenaMr  Beaver, 
fohn  Smilie,  Samuel  SaiO,  BiofaardStaofcrd,  J.iho 
Taylof.  Abram  Trjgf,  Qttaga  M.  Trwip,  ArebibaU 
Vaa  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Raosselaer,  Baniel  C.  V«- 
ilanck,  Jease  Whafton,  Bobert  Wbitehill,  and  Matma> 
lute  WiUiama. 

It  waa  tbea  raoTcd,  by  Mr.  W.  Alstoit,  that 
El«  Houae  ituitt  ob  the  bill  aa  it  now  alands.— 
Carried,  5fr  to  19. 

It  waa  theit  iDOved  to  appoint  ooofereea,  to  eoo- 
er  with  >Heh  gentlemeD  as  may  be  appointed  by 
h«  Senate, on  (be  sabjector  theaboTe  bill. — Car- 
-ied.  Aod  Messrs.  WiLua  Albton;  Effes,  and 
Smilie,  wereappointed  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  N.  R.  Mookb,  the  uKual  re»>- 
ulion  was.  adopted,  dirceCing  the  Clerk  of  (he 
House  to  adTcrcise  and  contract  for  priltling,  aU- 
loDflry,  Ac.,  for  the  ikeifl  CoBgreaa. 


.  MARINE  CORPS. 

The  bilf  s«Dt  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 

It  authorizitig  an  augmeDtalion  of  the  Marine 
CorpS;"  together  with  the  amendment  agreed  to 
this  day,  was  read  the  third  time.  And,- on  the 
queirtioa  that  Efae  same  do  pass,  it  was  resalfed  in 
the  affirmaiire — yeas  54,  nays  S8,  aa  follows : 

Tats— Eiekiel  Bacon,  Diiid  Bard,  Joseph  Ba^er, 
BnrweU  Bassott,  Adam  Boyd,  Martin  Chittenden,  Rich- 
ard Catta,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  John  W,  Eppea, 
William  Findley,  Francis  Gardner,  laaish  L,  Green, 
John  Hams,  David  Holmes,  Daniel  Ililey,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, James  Kelly,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Edward  8t  Loe  LiTermore,  Jobn  Lotc,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Robert  Marion,  Jonah  Masters,  William  McCreer^, 
William  Milnor,  Jobn  Montgomery,  Nicbotaa  R.  Moore, 
Jeraaalah  Moirow,  John  Morrow,  Joaatban  O.  Moaely, 
Gordon  8.  Mumtbrd,  Rofer  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  U.  Nicholas,  Joiiah  Qniney, 
John  Rowan.  Jobn  Rnsaell,  Bamual  8baw,  Jedediah  K. 
Smith,  Jpbn  Smith,  Henry  Sontbard,  Clement  Storer, 
Lewis  B.  Slurges,  Benjamin  Tallmadga,  John  Tajlot, 
John  Thompson,  Jamas  I.  Van  Alan,  Nidiolsa  Van 
Dyba,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  NaUian  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Naib— WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  William  W.  Bibb,  Thor- 
mas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wih 
liam  Butler,  Joseph  Calboan,  Matthew  Clay,  Daniel 
M.  Durell,  Thomas  GhoIsDn,ir.,  Peterson  Goodnym 
Edwin  Gray,  Jobn  HeUter,  Jamea  Holland,  Waiter 
Jonsi,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyhania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthiaa  Richards, 
Ssmuel  Riher,  Jobn  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Btanfbrd,  Abram  Trigg,  Jesse  Wharton,  Bobert  Wbile- 
faill,.and  Marmaduko  Williams. 

The  House  resoUed  iiselfinto  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  William 
Hastings;  and, after  some  lime  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto, 
which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  toby  the  House. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  wilb  thenmenil- 
meat,  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  tbia 

The  House  tdmurned  until  6ve  o'clock,  P.M. 
Evening  SettUm—fXve  o'cfcrfft. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Haal- 
ioga  was  read  the  third  time,  aod  passed. 

A  meisage  fVoiD  the  Senate  iDfbrme^  the  House 
tbat  Ihe  Senate  agree  to  the  conference  desired  by 
this  House,  on  the  subjeci-maiier  of  the  ameno- 
tnents  depending  between  the  two  Hooaes  to  the 
bill,  eoliiled  "  An  act  further  to  amend  Ihe  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  establishment  and  Tegulaiian  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Na»y  Departments,  and 
makiac  appropriaiions  for  the  support  ol  the  Mil' 
iiary  Esublisbment,  and  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  180S  f  and  hare  appointed 
managers  at  the  said  conference,  on  ilielr  [fart. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Houae  resnlTed 
itstlf  into  a  Commiiteeof  the  Whole— 41  to  35— 
an  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  charter 
of  Qenrgetown.  The  Coramiilee  rose,  without 
cominff  to  a  decision,  and  were  refused  leave  to 

Mr.  Jackboh  moved  to  reconsider  the  rote  of 
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this  House  this  morning,  refuHing;  a  third  reading 
to  the  bill  lo  aliet  the  siyle  and  title  of  the  Marine 
'  Insurance  Company  of  Alesaodria. — NeKaiiveiJ, 
54  10  27. 

Mr.  Lewis  mating  another  motion  lo  take  up 
Ibe  bill  fur  amending  the  charter  of  Georgetown, 

Mr.  J.  O.  Jackson  oiored  lo  postpone  ii  indvf- 
iniiely.— Motion  lojt,  56  lo  30. 

Mr.  Lewis's  motion  wa»  then  carried,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  b  third  reading— 55  to  16.  It  was 
afterwards  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Reaolvtd,  That  ibe  Committee  o(  Accounts  be 
sulhorized  to  lellle  and  adjiiM  the  accounls  of 
Thomas  Claxton,  juQior.  and  James  ClailoD,  for 
tbeir  aerviceji  during  ine  present  iessio[i,  and 
allow  ihem  a  Eiim  out  of  ibe  coniingeni  fund  of 
thit  House,  not  exceeding  one  buodred  dollars 
each. 

Racived,  That  tbe  Clerk  of  this  HoDse  is 
hereby  amiiorized  and  directed  to  pay  out  of  ihe 
contingent  fund,  to  Eleiii;s  Spalding,  John  Phi- 
XxDi,  Richard  Stewart  John  B.  Boarman,  and 
George  Cooper,  each  fifty  ctoilara,  for  ezira  ler- 
vices  performed  during  rhe  present  session. 

The  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  protDuIgaiion  of  certain 
laws  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  was  read 
twice,  acd  Ihe  farther  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

A  mes^ge  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  House 
thai  ibe  Senate  have  disagreed  lo  iheaipendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senale,  entitled  "An  act  supplemenlary  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  lo  amend  the  charter  of 

Tbe  order  of  the  day,  for  ibe  Hoase  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  bill 
sect  from  ibe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
meataty  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  fbr  the  belter 
Oovernment  ofibe  Nary  of  the  United  Stai^" 
being  called  for,  a  moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jobn 
O.  Jackson  ihai  the  said  order  of  the  day  be 
postponed  ladefiDJicly,  and  resolved  in  tbe  af- 
firmative. I 

The  House  m-oceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
meni  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  to  ihe  hill  from 
the  Senale,  entitled  "An  acl  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of 
Oeorgeiown:"  Wbereupon,a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the  House  do  recede  from 
their  said  amendment;  and  the  same  being  re- 
ceived, and  under  debate,  a  motion  was  mat^  by 
Mr.  Willis  Albtoh,  that  the  further  eoosidera- 
lioD  of  Ihe  said  hill  and  amendmenl  be  postponed 
indefinitely:  and  the  question  being  lalien  ifaere- 
ttpcn,  it  passed  in  the  negative.  And  on  the 
question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  motion 
made  hy  Mr.  Lewis,  as  hereinbefore  recited,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Willis  Albtok, 

Ordered,  That  ihe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning aasociaiions  for  Ihe  security  of  naviga- 
tion ;"  also,  the  bill  providing  an  addiiionni  mili- 
tary force,  which  origioaied  in  this  House,  aiid 
ire  now  depending  and  undecided  upon,  do  lie 
on  the  table. 


ACCOUNTS  OF  GENERAL  WILKUiSUN. 
Mr.  Ranoolph  said  it  would  be  reCollecied  hy 
the  House  that  a  eommiiiee  was  appointed  sone 
lime  ago.  for  the  purpose  of  iaduirins  whcibet 
any  advances  of  money  had  been  made  hy  the 
War  Depariment  contrary  lo  law,  and,  if  any,  to 
what  amount;  it  would  also  be  recullecled  iba^ 
durinr  ihe  discussion  on  printing  the  doeumeni^ 
he  had  slated  in  bis  place,  that,  if  no  other  gea> 
ileman  did,  he  would  bring  forward  a  motioo  it 
relsiion  to  that  cubject.  Conceivinff  it  to  tw  kit 
duty  (10  to  do,  he  now  rose  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
deeming ihe  pledge  which  be  had  g'iven  lo  ibt 
House.  He  had  been  extremely  relueiaot  to  briag 
forward  a  motion  on  ibis  subjeci, because  he  knew 
it  might  be  said,  and  truly,  lliat  there  was  do  time 
for  the  House  lo  eiatniue  ihe  documents  dorii^ 
the  present  aessioD.  He  wa*  Well  aware  of  tbat 
objeclion,  and,  therefore,  should  not  go  inu  tbal 
examination,  but  should  restrict  his  moiioa  la  sa 
limited  an  exieni,  that  it  would  be  impomble  for 
any  man,  at  ha  believed,  to  deny  its  trotbi  it 
wnnld  be  impossible,  for  any  man  to  complain 
thai  any  difficulty  existed  as  to  a  ready  eompre- 
henaion  and  prompt  decision  uponii;  it  was  re- 
stricted onli  to  a  single  case.  IftheHoascadopt- 
ed  the  motion,  it  would  then  be  for  ihem  to  de- 
clare what  should  grow  out  of  it.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
believed  that  it  was  ondenttood  in  Great  Britiiii 
that  n  dissolution  of  Parliament  did  not  affect 
an  impeachment — that  the  impeaebmenldid  not 
abate  by  the  dissolution ;  and  it  bebaged  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  House,  afier  tbe  resolution  waa 
decided,  to  say  what  should  be  done  with  it.  He 
wished  It  to  he  distinctly  understood  ihai  be  made 
his  moiion  to  redeem  a  pledge  given  to  the  House; 
and  that  there  was  ootamanin  the  United  States, 
however  limited  bis  capacity,  that  would  not  be 
able  to  discern  its  truth  or  falsehood.  It  did  aot 
rest  upon  involved  ai^counts  or  poinu  of  law,  bgi 
upon  the  pUinetland  most  lunuooaa  prapofiuont 
which  could  be  offered  lo  the  human  miod,  the 
truth  or  falsehood  ofwhicb  would  at  once  appear. 
On  the  16th  of  Match,  1802,  an  act  pasKd,  fix- 
ing Ihe  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Uat- 
ted  Siatea.  By  that  act  ilwaa  provided,  "ihai  tbe 
'  monthly  pay  of  the  officers,  non-com miswiMl 
'officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  be  ax  follow^ 
'  to  wit:  to  the  brigadier  general,  two  hoadna 
'  and  tweoly-five  dollars,  wbteh  shall  be  fab  Ml 
'  and  entire  compensation,  without  a  right  loie- 
'mand  or  receiTe  any  rations,  forare,  travelliag 
'  expenses,  or  other  perquisite  oremoTumrai  whal- 
'  soever,  except  such  stationery  as  rnay  be  reqai- 
'  aiie  for  the  use  of  his  department."  This  is  ite 
law  of  the  tand,Baid  he,  in  relation  to  this  officct. 
The  law  then  goes  on  to  state  what  sfaall  be  the 
pay  of  other  officers, -non-com m in ioaed  officeti, 
and  privates;  ihe  fifih  section  apportiona  ihc  i*- 
tioos  to  the  different  grades  of  offieera,  and  allowi 
''to  the  eommanding  officers  of  each  leparaie  p01^ 
such  additional  number  of  rations  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall,  from  tiDM  » 
lime,  direct,  having  respect  to  the  special  cii- 
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ber  of  rBtioDs ;"  and  yet  il  is  ia  proof  brfore  the 
Hoase,  itikt  Brigadkr  Q«neral  Wilkinson  hat 
received  a  considerable  sum  qf  money,  lo  wit: 
91,433  16,  Ibr  tkiriyaix  pitra  jaliooa  p«r  day, 
whilst  commnndiog  al  Natchitoches  and  al  Nen 
Orleaai.  WliiUl  at  (be-  latter  place,  he  has  alio 
received  an  aUowance  of  S600  for  '^  quarters,  sia- 
bling,"  Slc.,  Boid  anowance,  both  as  relates  to  ra- 
tions and  quarters,  being  prohibited  by  lie  lav  of 
Ibe.laod.  I  know  that  the  allowance  ba»  beeD 
made  ooder  very  high  authority,  so  lets  than  ihai 
of  the  Ailoi'Dey  Qroeral  of  tba  Pniled  Slates — 
under  the  sanction  of  do  less  an  opinion  than  bii. 
Mr.  R.  Mid  iidid  not  behoove  him  10  enter  in tn 
a  coolest  with  gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  a* 
to  ibe  eiposition  of  the  law,  niiicb  less  with  ihe 
Attoroey  Qeseral.  in  a  case  auseeplible  of  being 
so  ptil  that  a  diSerence  of  opinion  might  arise 
under  it.  But  where  the  case  was  such,  that  a 
difference  of  opioion  could  not  lake  place  if  the 
terms  of  the  law  were  at  tended  to,  beslioulil,  with 
great  deference,  as  a  represeniaiire  of  the  people, 
not  only  thick  himself  entitled  to  decide  between 
that  people  and  the  AdminiylratioD  for  them,  but 
that  he  was  solemnly  tjouad  by  duty  to  eipresn 
such  an  opinion.  And  be  fell  bimserr  warranted 
in  what  he  said,  by  pereeiving  that  the  Attorney 
Geaeral,  in  giving  that  opinion,  had  not  correctly 
apprehended,  because  he  had  not  correctly  siateo, 
the  law.  It  has  been  said  that  Hotner  hiiDwlf 
•ometimei  nodded;  and  a  penon  even  of  first 
abilitieti  and  le^al  research,  pressed  by  a  muliilude 
of  business,  migExt  make  an  oversight — inasmuch 
as,  in  the  Attorney  General's  opinion,  the  word 
'^ additiotial']  preceding  ihe-word  "rjtliona''  in 
the  law,  was  omitted.  The  Attorney  General 
acknowledged  the  force  of  the  fourth  neciioti  af 
tbelaw,  cutting  off  the  Commander-in-Chief  from 
any  other  emulumenisi  but  said,  "To  nut  a  jusl 
'  inlerpretatioD  on  any  clause  containeu  in  a  sta- 

*  tuie,  you  must  look  beyond  the  insulated  section. 
'  The  en  tire  act  must  be  taken  into  view,  and  &u«b 
'  B  construction  formed  as  will  give  effect  to  every 
'  patU"  Mr.  R.  further  quoted  the  printed  docu- 
ment— "  The  allowaDce  made  to  Oeneral  Wilkin- 
'  aOQ,  is  not  in  bis  capacity  of  ^brigadier  general, 
'  hot  in  his  qaaliiy  or  commander  of  a  separate 

*  post.  By  the  6fih  section  of  the  act  abuve-men- 
'  lioned,  ihs  Pjesidenl  k  authorized  to  allow  the 
'  commandera  of  separate  posts  such  additionai 
'  number  of  rations  as  he  may,  from  iia)e  to  time, 
'  think  proper  to  direct, baving  rexpeet  (o  the  spe- 
'  cial  circumstances  of  each  post."  Now  surely 
the  force  of  this  term  ^^ additionai"  must  have 
been  ovarlooked  by  the  Attorney  Oeneral  in  this 
particular  case.  To  a  man  to  whom  rations  are 
allowed  by  law.  you  may  allow  additional  rationsj 
but  can. you  allow  addiiiunal  riions  to  a  man 
who  is  expressly  prohibited  from  receiving  any? 
Can  you  allow  additional  anything  to  a  man 
whose  compensation  is  fixed  by  law,  and  who  is 

firec1ude<),  in  the  act  ilsrif,  from  receiving  any 
ariber  compensation  7  To  inferior  ofSeers  oora- 
maading  at«eparate  posts,  additional  rations  were 
by  the  law  contemplated  to  be  allowed,  and  for  a 
reason  explained  in  ths  act  itself;  but  il  wonid  be 


reeoUeeted  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  alwaya 
had  a  separate  command.  The  lew  contemplated 
that,  by  having  a  separate  command,  (incidental 
things  as  to  inferior  officers,  hut  inseparable  aa 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief,)  they  might  be  com- 
pelled To  entertain  company,  and  go  into  expenses 
which  their  pay  would  not  warrant;  and,  there- 
fore, in  su^h  cases,  additional  rations  had  been 
allowed.  If  my  construction  of  the  law  be  not 
correct,  said  be,  words  have  last  their  meaning, 
terms  have  no  longer  any  signification,  and  we 
legislate  lo  oo  purpose  whatever.  And  the  force 
of  this  thing  will  ne  made  more  apparent  when 
we  come  lo  consider,  that  it  is  mated  by  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department  that  Cdonela 
Cushing  and  Preeman  received  "additional  ra- 
tions," agreeably  lo  law,  for  commanding  at  New 
Orleans  and  Nalcbiioches,  for  the  same  period  of 
lime  for  which  an  allowance  was  made  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  ai  the  same  places.  80  that, 
even  If  his  constnielion  was  incorrecr,  if  uAite 
coDTeyed  the  iilen  of  black,  ifright  was  vrong, 
if  "additional"  siKoified  lubtractional,  still  tba 
law  had  been  competely  executed,  ^ttoodAoc.  the 
moment  the  President  had  Huihorized  addition- 
al rations  to  Colonels  Cushing  and  Freeman,  for 
commanding  at  New  Orleans  and  Naichitoclies. 

These  Were  things  which  he  thought  it  his  duir 
to  state  lo  Ihe  House.  If  ihey  were  not  irne,  if 
tbey  were  not  as  evident  as  the  lights  burning 
before  bis  eyes,  then  the  House  would  say  ao — ■ 
would  deny  the  fact.  I  eonld  go  on  further,  said 
he,  and  ilate  a  great  many  otiier  illegal  grants 
equally  clear  with  this.  I  will  state  one  more. 
It  is  to  be  found  in  these  docnmenis.  To  be  sure 
it  is  a  petty  1  flair,  and  one  which  I  would  not 
have  brought  before  this  House  if  1  were  not  im- 
pelled bj  a  sense  of  duty.  It  is  an  allowance  of 
947  41  for  part  pay,  subsistence,  and  foraee,  from 
the  l«th  of  March,  1608,  to  the  Slit  of  May,  fol- 
luwitie.  Made  bowl  ''By  an  arrangement  of 
the  War  Deparimenl."  Now,  on  the  Idih  of 
March,  a  law  was  passed,  which  took  efiect  aa  a 
law  of  the  land  from  the  time  the  President  signed 
it ;  and  if  the  President  could  have  defeated  the 
Operation  of  the  law  till  the  3Ut  of  May,  1803,  ha 
could  defeat  it  altogether.  It  is  the  boasi  of  a 
free  governnient,  that  law,  and  not  the  diMretion 
of  men,  is  to  govern ;  and  the  highest  officer  of  . 
this  Qovernment  is  as  strictly  amenable  to  law 
OS  tbe  meanest  member  of  society,  in  ihe  eye  of 
thelaw,and,tny<)rocO'UCten(ue,moreso;  because 
they  must  be  [resumed  lo  know  tbe  law,  although 
tbe  lower  orders  may  not.  If  there  be  one  propo- 
sition in  the  world  dearer  than  another,  it  is  tbe 
proposition  wbicb  I  am  about  to  submii  to  tba 
consideration  of  the  House.  I  know  tbe  lateness 
of  the  session,  and  ihe  House  will  appreciate  tba 
moriven  by  wbicb  I  am  sctUBted ;  if  not,  it  is  mf 
misfortune,  but  not  my  faoll.  I  should  be  sorry 
to  labor  under  the  censure  of  iheHonse;  but  if  J 
incur  it  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  I  shall  bear 
it  with  equanimiiy— I  trust,  as  becomes*  man.  i 
therefore  more  as  follows: 

RaoiMd,  That  the  sUowaoee  of  am  thonasnd  foot 
hnadie^  utd  thiiq-thiea  doUsra  and  Milean  cents,  te 
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"lUitjHtz  eilim  ntioai  paf  dar,"  mate  bf  Uw  D*- 
putmaiil  of  Wn  to  Brigadwr  Generd  WilkinnB,  *» 
NatohiMcbei,  from  lh«  I3tb  U  tba  llOth  <^  Septambs, 
UOS,  and  from  tlw  IM  of  Octobat  to  tha  1  lui  of  litr- 
iwrnbu  in  tlw  aame  7eai,  aad  wliiUl  eooauadiaK  at 
New  Oileana,  ftam  13th  NaxDibei.  1806,  to  24tb  Na- 
Tamber,  180Ti  mi  o[  ail  hundred  dollira  for  "quar- 
tan, itablea,"  Jke.,  at  iha  fame  place,  U  contrar;  l« 
law,  the  aaid  allowance  being  eipienlj  prahibitad  bj 
the  act  paaaeil  the  LSth  dij  of  March,  1B03,  entitled 
*An  net  filing  the  Military  Peace  Eatabliahment  of  tha 
Qnilcd  Statea." 

The  Houw  agreed  now  to  eomider  the  resolu- 
tioo — 54  to  43. 

Ur.  RANDOtPH  laid  it  woald  be  rccolleeted  that 
ke  hftd  said  the  Ailotoey  Oeueral  had  miaappre- 
bended,  became  he  had  miaaiaied,  the  law  on  the 
Mbjcet  of  the  Mililarjr  Peace  Bstabl  lib  meal;  aod 

Jet,  when  he  eane  to  read  hi«  opiaion  as  printed, 
e  found  to  hia  jtxj  great  •nrpnae  and  embaraas^ 
meat,  that  the  Ian  waa  correctljr  qaoled.  He 
would  Btate  how  it  happened.  lo  [he  lenih  page 
of  the  primed  report,  Qfih  paragraph  aod  fourth 
line,  the  word  "addiiional."  preceding  the  wordi 
"number  of  ratiooi,"  will  be  found,  but  ought  not 
to  be,  beeauie  ii  ii  got  in  the  Atloroer  OeneraPa 
official  report.  It  waa  oantled,  and  Mr.  H.  aaid 
be  wiahed  to  atate  how  it  gal  in.  When  the  copy 
of  the  Attorney  Qeneral's  opiaion  had  been  put 
into  hia  hani)«f  he  had  perceived  ibe  difiarence 
between  the  opinion  and  the  law  aa  it  now  stood, 
khd  with  his  pen  had  marked  the  omiHioa  as  a 
^ide  to  faimtelf,  and  the  priDter  had  inserted  it 
u  the  printed  copy ;  and  thus,  Mr.  R.  aaid,  when 
be  read  the  printed  report  to  the  H&usf^  be  wai 
aitonished  that  i(  did  not  tally  with  hit  coocep* 
lion.  Tbia  being  m  palpable  error,  every  crnils- 
mait  who  had  the  rettort,  and  thoae  who  puoliahed 
it,  ourhl  to  omit  the  word  "Additional."  Thi« 
would  abow  to  the  Houae,  he  hoped,  tbal  it  waa 
not  very  uareuaaable  in  him  to  difibr  on  this 
•eeaeimi  wllh  a  gentleman  of  the  Aitaroey  Qen- 
•ral'a  efndiiion,  as  be  bad  ao  fii  loiMinderatood 
tha  law. 

Hf.  J.  O.  Jaokbom  mored  that  the  resolutloa 
He  00  ihe  table.  He  said  it  would  be  unnecessary 
for  hiiD  to  state,  lb«  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
•ioti  it  would  be  impoaiible  to  give  lo  the  reaolo- 
tion  that  conriderailon  to  which  it  was  entitled. 
Aa  it  was  announced  by  the  merer  of  the  reaola- 
tion,  aaid  he,  and  as  I  find  by  (he  printed  state- 
nent,  of  which  I  was  really  nerer  possessed  before 
Chit  evening,  the  Attomay  Oeneral  ban  given,  in 
bia  offleial  capacity,  an  opinion  that  the  aflowanee 
was  juBi  and  proper ;  end  that  in  pursuance  of 
■■eh  opinion  the  tmoDnl  charged  was  aHowed. 
What  is  the  House  about  to  do f  Whalarethey 
■shed  to  do?  Bven  admitting  that  there  was  no 
difficulty  on  the  sobjeet,  that  a  persan  of  the  high 
Rsponaibilitj  of  the  Attorney  Qeneral  had  not 
given  an  opinion,  Ibey  are  called  upon  to  decide 
Hiat  the  construction  given  by  one  of  the  depart- 
Kenta  to  their  law  is  an  incorrect  one.  Tu  make 
such  a  declaration  would  be  an  encroachment  on 
the  otbec  parte  oftbe  Qorernment.  It  wtHild  be 
tbe  eaaenea  of  da^oiiam  to  enael  law*,  and  after 


they  have  been  construed  by  the  proper  trlbontls, 
to  say  ibat  that  eovsirocikon  is  errooeous.  1  in- 
cline to  tbe  opinion  that  the  decision  hss  been  | 
ineorreci,  but  deny  (be  authority  of  this  House  . 
to  reverse  the  decision.  It  is  a  fundamental  prin-  I 
cipla  afrree  governments  that  the  powers  oftbe  , 
•cveral  Deparimenta  shall  be  nepa rate  and  distinct. 
The  Legislature  concii ;  the  Judiciary  expounds ; 
but  it  would  be  as  improper  fur  ua  to  expound  as 
forlhejudges  toeeact  laws.  We  have  witnessed 
already  the  impropriety  oflegislativeesposiiioa  of 
laws.  Ii  is  almost  six  years  since  I  brought  be- 
fore the  Houae  tbe  qnesiioo  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  a  contract — thotwh  1  did  not  wish  to 
have  involved  that  qoeaiion-^between  the  United 
State*  and  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  Itadt 
ol  tbe  United  Stales  rvempi  from  taialion  by 
that  Stale.  Tbe  contract  declared  that  fire  per 
cent,  oftbe  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales 
of  land*  should  be  applied  to  roads.  TheLegi»- 
laiare  of  Ohio,  in  accepting  the  proposition,  in- 
serted a  provision  that  three  per  cent,  should  b« 
applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Lertslature, 
in  opening  roads  in  the  State.  ThetiouEeof 
Represcntalircs,  when  the  bill  was  before  them 
eooiemplmiing  the  appropriation  of  five  percent., 
solemoly  declared  thai  only  iw<i  per  cent,  wai 
■  pplicalile.  The  Legiahtture  of  Ohio  imaAimoos- 
ly  declared  that  five  per  cent,  was  proper;  and 
Mr.  Breckenridge,  then  Senator  frooi  the'Siate 
of  Kentucky,  afterwards  Attorney  Oeneral  of  ihe 
United  Slates,  ({  quote  him  as  high  auihorjiy.) 
was  oF  opinioo  that  the  decision  of  this  Huuie 
was  incorrect.  What  does  (hi>  amoonl  tu  1  That 
it  is  extremely  dangerous  for  the  Legislature  of  a 
eouatry  to  give  an  exposition  of  its  own  laws. 
With  regard  to  the  word ''additionsl,"  I  shonld 
rather  presume  that  the  Attorney  Qeneral  in  bis 
original  opinion,  must  have  inserted  it;  for  oQ 
recurring  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
we  And  that  he  sa^s.  in  the  5th  section,  ftc,  the 
President  is  auihorized  to  allow  the  eoinmamliitg 
officers  of  posts  sbeb  additional  number  of  rations 
as  be  shall  deem  proper.  Mr.  J.  said  he  eoatd 
not  perceive  that  any  good  could  Bow  from  the 
ado ptioB  «f  this  proposition  at  this  or  any  other 
time.  If  it  was  intended  to  efect  anything  by 
legislative  coosiroetioa  of  ifae  law,  it  would  bt 
inefficacious,  because  it  eoold  only  bv  done  by 
proeprclive  coDsituction.  Impeaefafnent  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  could  not  be  intended,  becanse 
he  acted  correctly  from  ifae  opinion  of  the  Attor- 
ney Oeneral;  nor  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral,  be- 
enuse,  if  wrong,  he  had  not  so  acted  curruplly, 
but  from  a  mere  errorof  opinion.  Par  ihcseiea- 
aons,and  believing  it  impossible  to  act  on  the  sob- 
jeet with  that  deliberation  which  it  required,  Mr. 
J.  wished  the  resolmion  to  lie  on  the  lablp. 

Mr.  Ramoolpb  said  the  House  won Itl  aet  od 
the  reaolocion  as  in  its  judgment  and  wisdom  ii 
should  think  fit,  and  as  a  sense  of  duty  and  re- 
spect to  its  character  and  the  interests  of  the  pob- 
lic  should  dictate.  He  had  discharged  his  duly. 
But  before  1  sit  down,  said  he,  permit  me  to  ob- 
serve, that  to  presame  the  existence  of  «  word,  in 
the  official  letter  wbloh  the  Honse  hire  proof, 
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the  letter  being  before  ttem,  never  was  in  the  let- 
ter, i>  one  oftbe  highest  siKlehe*  of prBsumpcioii 
:hai  man  ever  BttBioed.  I  know  that  the  wdt<I 
iVBs  not  to  the  letter.  I  pledn  mf  reputaiioa  on 
he  fact;  and  I  think  thai  the  repuiatiun  ofihe 
HtloroeT  Genenl  al  ■  lawjier  ii  auaiained  by  the 
irorJa  heiog  omitted  in  the  letter.  I  hare  aeen 
he  letter  oa  file;  there  is  no  such  word  in  the 

On  what  groond,  sir,  did  I  rest  this  motion  1 
3o  (he  grotind  of  OTersi^ht  in  the  Aitorner  Cten- 
tral  in  giving  the  opinion,  in  asm  Qcb  as  ibis  im- 
mriant  word  "addiiioDal"  is  omitted  in  that  opin- 
on.  But,  if  yon  put  that  word  in  (he  opinion,  do 
ron  not  see  that,  instead  of  ioTolrinff  oversight, 
rou  involve  deliberate  perversion  or  law?  Do 
reaClemen  call  themselres  friends  of  the  gentle- 
nan,  and  contend  that  this  word  mnst  have  been 
Dsertedl  We  have  heard  of  the  people  being 
heir  own  worst  enemies  ;  it  very  often  happens 
hat  a  man's  friends  are  his  worst  eoemies.  The 
iinisiion  of  this  word  "additional"  might — 1 
:harge  no  improper  motives — hare  nroe<  '  ' 
rom  hurry  of  DDsiness ;  We  are  all  liable  to 
ights.  But  it  is  said  tbat  we  cannot  con 
>UT  own  laws,  except  by  enacting  new  onea. 
Then,  sir,  I  hope  We  shall  not  enact  new  law*,  if, 
rhen  brohen  tbrough.  our  remedj  is  to  re-enact 
hem.  This  is  iddeed  a  grand  discovery.  Can 
ou  expect  the  new  law  to  be  adhered  to,  when 
he  old  one  is  with  impnoity  to  be  departed  from  " 
Jnquesiionably  yon  cannot.  The  law,  it  aeemi, 
nusi  be  construed  by  the  proper  tribunal — and 
vhieh  is  the  proper  tribanal  to  try  anything 
onching  the  malversion  of  puUic  money,  but 
hisHouse?  Can  you  bring  it  beforea  judicial 
ribunal  1  Yon  cannot.  Well,  sir,  suppose,  when 
rfr.  Wbitbread  brought  forward  his  motion  in 
be  House  of  Commons  that  certain  nses  and 
ihuses  of  public  money  were  contrary  to  JaWj  he 
lid  been  met  at  Che  thretbold  by  sHcb  aa  objec- 
ion?  We  should  have  heard,  and  correctly  too, 
if  corruption  and  ministerial  intrigue.  Mr.  Pitt 
vas  then  in  office,  and  Ur.  Melvflle  hia  bosom 
riead,  his  coadjutor  in  pablie  life ;  but  he  had 
00  high  a  reputaiion  for  his  own  fame,  for  bin 
iwQ  reputation,  for  that  glory  which  was  the 
irtt,  the  last  and  only  object  of  his  life,  to  make 
neb  objection.  I  have  stated  the  circumstaQces 
inder  which  the  balance  i*  due.  Thia  matter  is 
mporiant  to  the  people — into  whose  bosom  we  are 
ibout  to  return,  to  aceonat  for  out  stewardship — 
vho  ate  net  to  be  put  off  on  ijuestions  of  money, 
>y  questions  of  order  and  opioionaof  high  author- 
t^ — who,0Ter  mailers  of  monev,  will  cavil  to  tbe 
iioth  part  of  a  hair.  If  gentlemen  think  this 
fotine  will  suit  tfaem,  if  (hey  wishtn  attach  what 
:  call  this  foni  stain  to  the  Administration,  tbev 
ihall  have  my  aid  in  doing  it.  On  them  will 
est  the  responsibility.  Having  done  my  daiy  I 
ihall  submit, a*  behoortame  to  anbmit.  [do  not 
>ppear  here  as  a  partiean  I  appear  here  in  tbe 
egal  and  Constitutional  eiereiae  of  my  Repre- 
lentative  duties,  Ibavs  exereiaed  my  dut^  ;  the 
House  will  do  theirs,  in  the  — ~— "  — <"-i-  — 
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Mr.  HoLLAnn  said  tbat  it  was  with  a  wish  to 
preserve  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  House 
that  he  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks.  He  thought 
that  both  would  he  compromitied  by  the  adap- 
tion of  tbe  resolution  under  consideration.  A 
committee  had  been  appointed  to  examine  into 
this  subject,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  the  chairman.  It  wonid  seem  proper  that 
that  commiliee  should  have  made  a  specific  re- 
port  on  the  subject/  Wherefore  had  they  not 
done  it,  and  why  was  this  motion  brought  for- 
ward at  eight  or  nine  o'clock  on  the  last  night  of 
the  session,  and  of  the  existence  of  the  present 
Congress?  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
House  into  a  vote  of  this  kind  without  considera- 
tion? If  that  committee  had  done  their  duty, 
tbev  would  certainly  have  favored  the  Honsh 
with  a  detailed  report.  The  committee  had  not 
thought  proper  to  do  so,  and,  therefore,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  presented  this  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  H.  mid,  that  no  person  could  be  prr- 
pared  to  decide  on  the  proptieiy  or  impropriety 
of  tbe  opinion  of  the  AciorDey  General.  For 
what  purpose,  said  he,  can  this  resolution  b« 
brought  forward?  Suppose  this  House  were  to 
resolve  that  the  opinlan  of  the  Attorney  General 
was  ineoriecl,  want  good  purpose  wonld  it  an- 
swer? Would  it  bring  back  into  the  Treasury 
the  m on cir  improperly  applied?  No.  bit  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  pass  an 
opinion  on  the  subject?  It  is  the  duty  of  thia 
House  to  make  laws,  and  of  another  tribunal  to 
decide  on  the  laws  when  made ;  and  if  an  incor- 
rect decision  be  made,  the  person  making  it  is 
liable  to  be  impeached,  and  this  House  is  the  or- 
gan for  that  purpose.  Why  was  not  the  matter 
brought  forward  properly  ?  The  Attorney  Qea- 
eral  IS  ao  officer  aonsiiiuiionally  appointed  to 
^ive  bis  opinion  touching  any  matter  of  doubt 
in  the  Departments  of  tbe  Government.  But 
have  we  that  right  1  No ;  our  provinoe  is  to  maks 
laws,  and  if  onr  officers  violate  them,  they  ma^ 
be  impeached  in  a  proper  manner.  The  gentle- 
man &om  Virginia  saya,  that  he  hat  discharsed 
bis  dnty,  I  very  mnch  doubt  it,  sir.  He  bu 
done  more  than  his  duly;  he  has  brought  for- 
ward a  proposition  wben  It  is  impossible  to  deli- 
berate on  ii.  He  has  done  what  cannot  be  sup- 
ported.  I  hope  the  resolution  willlie  on  thetkblt!. 

Mr,  Nelaon  said  as  to  himself  he  cared  not 
whether  (he  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ths 
table,  or  whether  a  question  was  immediatelf 
taken  on  it.  He  wasreadyfor  either  question. 
One  reason,  however,  why  he  should  vote  for  it 
-  "\  on  the  table,  was,  that  it  was  very  late  in 
seasioD,  that  the  House  was  exceedingly 
fatigued,  (hat  a  great  nnmberof  members  whb 
would  probably  throw  considerable  light  on  thn 
subject  were  now  absent  from  the  House ;  and 
were  he  now  m  vote  for  its  lying  on  the  table  H 
would  be  from  tbat  consideration.  He  did  not 
agree  with  anygentleman  who  supposed  that  thia 
resolution  had  bten  brought  forward  from  in^ 
proper  motivea.  He  had  no  hetitaiioit  in  declaN 
ing  his  aentimtnta  exptfcitly  cm  that  head.  Sony 
a*  be  waa  to  djfln  With  tbe  geDtleaWB  from  Vi> 


.dbyCoo^le 


HISTORT  OF  CONQEBSa 


H.  OP  R. 


AaxaaiU  of  Geaaal  WiOdxaan. 


t,\m. 


ginia  on  poioii  of  this  magiiitgile,  yet,  upon  ibi» 
lubject,  he  had  do  hesilaiion  as  to  the  voie  which 
tie  sbould  uliimatelf  gire.  I  wili  ask,  ia  the 
first  place,  (aaid  Mr.  N.)  it  what  does  tbU  resa- 
lution  aim?  It  is  a  bare  and  oaked  resoluiiuD 
declaring,  a*  the  opinioD  of  this  House,  ibat  cer- 
laio  opiDiotu  of  the  Attorney  General  are  comrary 
10  law.  Is  it  intended  to  afl'fct  General  Wilkin- 
•OD,  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  or  [be  Allorney 
General  1  I  cannot  see  the  object;  whether  ii 
points  at  the  one  or  the  other,  or  at  all,  Js  totally 
immaterial.  I  do  not  rise  in  my  place,  at  this 
time  of  night,  as  the  partisan  of  the  one  or  the 
other.  I  disclaim  any  such  motive.  I  rise  be- 
cause I  believe  if  we  pass  the  resolution  it  will 
violate  the  fundamenral  principle  of  the  Aoiert- 
caa  Constiiuiion  ;  that  it  will  be  more  dangerous, 
and  be  attended  with  more  evil  consequence^,  than 
Burr's  or  any  other,  conspiracy.  If  a  precedent 
of  this  kind  lie  once  set,  it  leads  immediately  la 
(he  most  positive  and  absolute  despotism.  The 
CoDditulion  of  the  United  Stales  has  wiselysaid. 
that  the  different  departments  of  the  QoTern- 
ment  shall  be  separate  and  distinct.  To  Congress, 
i(  has  giren  the  power  of  passing  laws;  to  the 
Executive,  the  power  of  carrying  tbem  into  exe- 
cution. To  the  Judiciary,  it  has  given  the  great 
and  important  power  of  expounding  laws  passed 
by  Congress — and  can  itfor  a  moment  be  said  in 
a  free-country  thai  we  will  take  away  the  power 
from  the  Judiciary  7  That  we  will  pass  a  law  to- 
day,and  lo-rnorrowcorae  forward, and, with  a  bare 
resolution  of  one  Hause^ay  that  the  law  was  im- 
properly expounded  1  Do  we  mean  on  one  day 
to  past  laws,  and  on  the  next  day  lo  expound 
them?  If  we  consider  this  question  in  a  leas  im- 
portant point  of  view,  we  shall  find  this  mode  of 
doiog  business  is  equally  productive  of  injustice. 
General  Wilkinson,  it  is  said  has  improperly  re- 
ceived a  certain  eumj  and  tne  gentleman  says, 
that  there  is  no  modeof  getting  it  back  again.  1 
deny  it,  sir ;  the  action  lies  for  the  recovery,  and, 
OD  the  trial  of  thai,  the  judges  will  decide  the 
ConsiruciioQ  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Rahooi-ph  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  for  the  exercise  of  whose  candor  1o- 
varda  his  motives  he  ought  to  be  obliged,  bad 
certainly  misstated  his  argument.  He  only  asked 
of  the  gentleman  the  exercise  of  ibe  same  candor 
to  bis  areument  as  be  had  displayed  lo  his  mo- 
lives.  He  had  not  said  (hat  judgment  could  not 
be  had  against  a  public  defaulter — far  from  it — 
but  he  did  say  that  as  to  mismanaReineat  or  mis- 
application of  public  money,  this  Hous«  was  the 
only  tribunal. 

Mr.  Nelbon  said  he  was  sorry  if  he  bad  mis- 
stated the  genileraan's  argument.  That  certainly 
had  not  been  his  object.  He  was  glad  that  he 
and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  agreed  in  one 
thing,  viz;  that  if  the  money  had  been  improperly 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  General  Wilkinson  was 
responsible  for  it.  Neither  ibe  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  or  a  recoluiion  of  the  House  of 
Represen  tail  vet,  were  conclusive  as  to  what  law 
was.  The  only  authority  which  could  properly 
decide  on  the  propriety  of  tke  expoaitioa  of  the 


law,  was  the  Sapreme  Court  of  the  United  SiUct. 
Now,  suppose  an  action  to  be  brought  ifsiui 
General  Wilkinson.  Were  the  HoQse  aboii  tc 
prejudge  Ihiaquestioul  Were  ifaeyaboni tocR- 
ate  a  bias  on  the  minds  of  ibe  judges  1  Was  tke 
Judiciary  lo  be  alarmed  bec«ase  the  popolu 
branch  of  the  Legislatura  had  given  an  opiaioi 
OD  the  subject?  He  had  loo  much  coDfidenecn 
ibe  Judiciary  to  believe  thai  woald  be  the  cite; 
fo^  he  believed  that  they  would  say  that  tlieit- 
tempt  of  Congress  to  expound  the  law  was  foiile. 
Mr.  N.  said  he  heard  himself  adnaoDished  bf  bn 
friends  around  him,  that  be  was  eitendiig  kit 
remarks  to  too  great  a  length  for  the  liMacsof 
the  hour.  He  concluded  his  abaerTatioat  bf 
expressing  his  regret  at  seeing  this  prnpontioa 
brought  forward  at  a  time  and  ia  amanaerwbcb 
precluded  a  full  discussion  of  it- 
Mr.  Rowm  thought  the  preseai  i  ^ aestioi 
worthy  of  alf  the  lime  which  had  beeacaannied 
in  discussing  it;  and  if  the  doctrine  tduscej 
were  true,  then  were  secrets  disclosnl  in  ihe  ope- 
ration of  this  Government  which  were  not  bfr 
fore  known.  Tiie  Coosiitutioa  provided  tiai  ao 
money  should  be  drawn  out  of  ibe  Trrisoiy 
contrary  to  law,  but  now  ii  seemed  ibil  tke  offi- 
cers might'  draw  money  on  ih^  opiaioa  of  the 
Attorney  Oeneral.  A  sum  of  mooM  might  he 
wanted,  and  no  law  might  be  passed  for  ibe  pof- 
pose.  The  President  having  a  lighi  losppoiaC 
an  Attorney  General,  his  opiaion  nii^trt  \k  pro- 
cured io  favDi  of  the  application  of  ihe  mtKiey. 
He  was  sorry  that  so  much  eonsequ«ir.e  had  on 
this  occasion  been  given  to  tke  0|Hnian  o(  ttu 
Attorney  General.  This  officer  was  not  knowa 
in  this  question,  not  being  known  to  the  Consti- 
tution. He  was  an  officer  created  by  law,  to  tie 
consulted  on  legal  queslioDa  by  the  officers  <i 
Qovernmeal,  in  order  lo  give  tbem  confidence  ia 
the  execution  of  the  laws ;  but  at  their  risk  iksy 
then  performed  their  dutf,  his  aaDction  nu  ex- 
empting them  from  reeponsibility.  Here  raaa 
innovation  on  the  Constitution:  the  opinioDof 
an  officer  not  known  to  the  Consiiniiion  was 
brought  in  to  screen  a  misapplication  of  pablw 
money.  Had  be  assniaad  i¥e  judicial  poweil 
And  were  the  Representatives  of  the  peopW  t« 
be  restrained  from  making  inquiry  bectiue  bt 
bad  done  so?  Gentlemen  had  said  ihitiivu 
the  province  of  the  Judiciary  to  expound  ibeljw, 
and  that  an  action  might  be  brought  fbi  tkete- 
covery  of  the  money  misapptieil.  And  wastkt 
House  to  be  satisfied  with  this  remedy?  lin) 
not  the  mere  money  which  was  the  c»bjeciof  u- 
tenlion.  Should  the  refunding  of  the  nutq 
screen  the  officer  who  had  viiriated  bis  irasi  I  1 
question  of  this  kind  should  not  be  passed  uvc 
out  of  delicacy  to  individuals.  In  proporiioau 
their  elevation  were  officera  secare  from  ■ccM' 
lion,  because  they  were  spproacbed  in  sack  a- 
lions  with  reluctance,  nod  never  upon  ligU 
grounds.  This  cireumstaoee  waa  sufficieei  >- 
curity  against  light  imputation.  Bat,  adnii  ikt 
plea  of  delicacy,  and  tbey  would  be  shei(m4 
irom  all  inquiry.  Whoever  bail  the  moaq  of 
tbeDaiioniQcustody  might  (head'  '  ■- 
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he  pletsed,  beciHie  to  reqaett  him  to  KcconDifoi' 
it  would  be  a  metier  of  bigb  delieaor-  The  ar- 
gumeoi  Lhai  hj  patsioi;  (hi)  retolutioa  thev  vould 
prejudge  Ibe  queiiioD,  was  not  soaad.  Tbe  ret- 
oluliuD  ml^ht  beaineDded,son  lo  appoint  a  eom- 
miUee  of  mqairy',  upon  whose  report  tbe  Hoiiae 
might  or  might  not  proceed.    The  idea  that  ap- 

EroprialioQ  laws  were  neceuary  (obeeipouaded, 
e  said,  va«  ioconsiateDt  with  the  DSlure  of  our 
GoTemmaiit,  They  ebouid  be  ezpUcit,  aad  in- 
telligiUe  to  tbe  meanest  capacity.  BiK  ifa  dOubi 
Bhoulil  arise  as  (o  ibe  coDElrucdon  of  the  Uw,  it 
Bbould  be  laid  before  the  House  by  ibe  President, 
whose  doty  it  was  lo  lay  before  Congress  from 
lime  to  lime  such  lubjects  u  he  thould  deem 
proper  for  their  coq  si  aeration.  Three  or  four 
opinions  of  the  Attorney  General  bad  lately 
crept  into  the  history  of  this  country.  The  opiu- 
ion  of  the  Attorney  Qeaerat  bad  been  sent  to  the 
House  on  the  subjesl  of  the  claim  of  Beaumar- 
chafs  without  their  requisltioa  of  it,  and  in  other 
oases  it  had  been  allowed  great  weight.  He. 
thougbr  the  nation  should  put  its  reto  upon  the 
in&tieuee  of  the  opinions  of  tbe  Attoraey  Gen- 
eral, as  related  to  the  duties  of  the  great  depart- 
ments of  the  Gorermnent.  Mr.  R.  raid,  if  be 
understood  the  dui^  «f  the  Attorney  Qenleral,  it 
Eras  to  prosecute  tuiu  in  the  courts  of  the  nation 
■.a  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  to  secure 
:heir  great  interests,  but  not  to  give  an  opinion 
>D  points  Which  the  lieadsof  deparimrnis should 
propose,  and  under  (be  authority  of  bis  opinioo 
:o  screen  them  from  the  ecroiiny  or  censure  of 
ihe  people.  He  would  notgirethe  nalioo  reason 
:o  suppose  that  the  Lpgislature  lent  (he  smallest 
tanclion  to  a  proceeding  of  this  kind,  and  there- 
fore he  thought  the  resolution  should  ba  immedi- 
itely  acted  on.  It  had  been  said  that  (his  prop- 
osition involved  the  character  of  the  personscoin- 
jeroed.  Mr.  R.  said  that  malfsasauce  would 
never  be  alleged  without  iavolviDS  character, 
ind  accordiog  to  the  doetrLae  laid  down,  public 
officers  had  a  licedse  to  do  what  they  pleased. 
Tbe  argament  that  the  reeohiiioa  involved  the 
:hBracter  of  General  Wilkinson  was  nothing; 
Lhat  character  was  oDt  of  tbe  qtwstioD  ;  it  had 
leen  too  long  in  the  public  reach  to  bo  sallied  by 
inytbiag  which  could  be  done  in  this  House. 
The  people  never  looked  to  whom  monejr  is  paid, 
Dut  by  whom  it  is  paid.  The  responstbiliiy  of 
:he  depaiimenis  is  involved.  If  they  would  give 
noney  to  the  officer,  it  was  well  understood  that 
\e  would  spend  it.  It  Was  an  error  of  the  De- 
partment of  War.  He  regretted  that  this  prop- 
wition  bad  come  forward  at  so  tale  a  period  of 
ihe  r«ss40D,  but  why  it  had  done  v)  the  geatle- 
SBD  from  Virginia  bad  exptatned.  He  had  ra- 
;bef  that  tbeoubjeci  should  not  haveooffle  before 
iba  Uoiiie,>thao  that  it  should  hare  been  dis- 
nissed  lightly ;  for  there  bad  scarcely  been  so 
mportani  a  quesiion  before  tbe  House  daring 
.b«  present  session.  It  connected  itself  with, the 
fitafi  of  the  Qoveioment.  Say  at  once,  aaid 
lir.  B..,  when  you  make  a  law  for  the  appropria- 
ion  of  public  money,  that  you  have  do  power  to 
nquire  into  iU4pplicalton,  llutt  the  aubjeciihall 


not  be  approached,  from  delicaey  or  tbe  fear  of 

Crejudging  it,  and  you  immediately  make  the 
eads  of  daparimeols  despots.  A  few  ihousaMl 
dollars  compared  with  ptiuciplB  is  nothing;— a 
correct  decision  is  wdrih  millions.  If  the  Housa 
were  to  refuse  to  permit  tbe  resolaiion  to  lie  on 
the  table,  it  might  be  amended.  If  it  he  thought 
proper,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  was  prepared  to  rote  for 
a  committee  of  inqairy,  not  as  to  the  man  or 
men  who  had  received  the  money,bui  as  to  those 
vbo  bad  paid  it.  He  did  not  say  that  there  was 
any  cnmmality  ia  the  case,  bat  malignity  and 
error  in  this  case  were  the  same;  for  malcon- 
duBt  would  always  clothe  itself  in  the  garb  of 
the  btier,  werelt  to  be  admitted  as  a  plea  in  ex- 
cuse. Upon  this  subject  there  should  be  the  al- 
most rigor  of  scrutiny.  It  was  lamentable,  if  the 
opinion  of  tbe  Attorney  General  was  to  rule  the 
whole  fSoTeriunent,  that  from  so  young  an  Insti- 
toiion  as  this  Qoveroment  so  perfect  an  exerea- 
eenee  had  p«wr>  out.  Il  was  no  excuse  for* 
man  who  bad  (he  custody  of  the  public  money, 
that  he  had  obeyed  Che  Exeoutire  direction  (D 
applying  it  improperly. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaossoh  said  be  rose  now  merely  to 
read  a  section  of  a  law;  fur  geniUmen  bad  re* 
peatedlv.said  that  the  opinion  of  the  Attorner 
General  was  not  known  to  the  law  in  sucb  a  cats 
as  the  present,  and  Ibal  it  was  improperly  foisted 
in  :  "  There  shall  also  be  appointed  a  meei  per- 
*  son.  learned  In  (he  law,  to  act  as  Attorney  Gen- 
'  eral  for  the  Uaited  States,  who  shall  be  sworn 
'  or  affirmed  to  a  faithful  execution  of  his  office; 
'  whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  prosecute  and  con* 
'  duel  all  suits  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  which 
'  the  Urtited  Slates  shall  be  concerned,  and  lo 
'  oive  his  advice  and  opinion  upon  questions  of 
'  iawwhen  required  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States,  or  when  requested  by  any  of  tbe 
'  heads  of  departments,  touching  any  matter* 
'  that  may  concern  the  departments,  and  shall 
'receive  such  compensation  for  his  services  ai 
'  shall  by  law  ba  provided."  Mr.  J.  aaid  he  was 
not  about  to  enter  inio  any  eiauiinatioo  of  the 
vulnerable  arguments  of  gentlemen,  because  be 
was  aware  of  the  latenns  of  the  hour,  (nine 
o'clock  ;)  but  he  would  remark  upon  the  oWrra- 
tion  that  his  presumption  was  erroneous,  that  he 
found  that  the  original  letter  of  tbe  Aitorncf 
General  was  not  on  the  Rles  of  the  House,  but 
merely  a  copy  of  itj  and  on  the  remark  that  a 
man  might  lead  his  friend  into  difficulty,  he 
would  o&erre  that  be  was  Amicu  Socratu,ied 
magit  amicui  verilati*.  He  must  also  be  per- 
mitted to  obsKtve,  ihat  "error  aod  malignity" 
were  not  to  be  considered  in  the  same  light. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  he  contended  iha(,  in  money 
matters  and  high  offices,  error  was  no  more  par- 
donable than  malignity,  So  far  as  the  Aiiornev 
General  was  mentioned,  in  tbe  law  just  quoted, 
upon  a  sound  construction,  he  could  only  be  con- 
sidered as  authorized  (o  give  an  opinion  no(  as  a  - 
tfaield  but  as  a  guide  to  the  Depariment,  and  not 
to  be  less  mpoDaible  on  ibai  accoant.  If  the 
Bxecuiive  doubted  on  any  point,  he  might  avail 
hioHelf  of  the  opinion  of  the  Auomey  GeiMnl ; 
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but  be  was  Dot  no  officer  ialended  to  stand  oret 
tb«  ExecQtiv«,  aad  icreen  him  from  public 
opinioD. 

Mr.  Gardekieh  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
his  epinioD  that  the  moaej  io  question  had  been 
illegally,  palpabljr  illegallf,  paid  ;  la  prove  which 
he  usea  arguments  at  tome  length  to  the  tame 
effect  aslbgieor  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  ROVAIT. 
When  Mr.  Q.  had  been  speaking- about  ttrenCjr 
minutea, 

Mr.  Rarbolph  asked  leave  to  ioterrupt  him. 
He  said  he  certaialf  meant  no  diirespecl  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  or  to  the  House.  He 
'  had  thoDgfat  that  the  motion  wa>  so  clear  a  prop- 
cnitioD  that  no  debate  would  arise  on  it.  if  the 
debate  progressed  so  as  to  delav  public  business, 
which  was  urgent,  he  must  withdraw  the  propo- 

Hr<  Gahdbnibh  declined  permitiing  Afr.  Ran- 
dolph to  withdraw  his  resolttiion,  nnJil  he  had 
concluded  bis  obserTations.  He  spoke  about  ten 
minutes  longer.  ' 

When  he  enncluded.  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Alesardbr,  the  question  was  taken  on  the 
resoluIioD  Ifingonifae  table,  and  carried — ayes  65. 

Mr.  Rakdolfh  asked  leave  to  lay  another  reso- 
Intion  OD  the  table  along  side  of  toe  former,  and 
laid  on  tbe  table  the  following  resolutiDo: 

Betohed,  That  an  admice  of  pay  for  tbe  manths  of 
Mardi,  April,  and  Majr,  and  a  tutther  advance  of  paj 
for  tbe  mootba  of  Jane,  Jul;,  Augast,  September, 
October,  and  Novembar,  in  IB09,  bas  been  made  b; 
the  Department  of  War,  to  Brigadier  General  Willun- 
•on,  and  that  when  the  said  ■dvaneei  were  made,  the 
,  aaid  Brigadier  Oenersl  Wilkinson  stood  indebted  in  a 
large  amount  to  the  United  States,  on  the  books  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  and  that  the  said 
advances  of  pay  were  contrary  to  law. 

Mr.  RAnnoLPH  moved  that  the  first  resolution 
he  printed. — Carried,  44  to  42. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  that  the  second  resolution 
be  printed. — Negatived,  40  to  38. 

WAB  AND  NAVY  DEPARTMENTS, 

A  bill  was  received  from  the  Senate  further  to 
amend  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War,  and  Navy  Departioenls. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  stated  this  bill  to  be  the  result  of 
the  conference  between  the  two  Houses,  and  to  be 
nearly  the  same  as  the  Gve  sections  of  the  other 
bill  in  contest  between  the  two  Houses. 

The  bill  was  three  times  read  and  passed  with- 
out opposition. 

Mr.  W.  Alston,  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference,  then  moved  that  the  House  recede  from 
its  refusal  to  accept  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  "further  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  tbe  establishment  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments, and  making  an  appropriation,"  &c. 
The  House  then  agreedto  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  for  striking  out  the  five  first  sections. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

A  measage  was  received  frotn  the  Senate,  sla- 
ting that  iher  bad  appointed  a  committee  in  coa- 
janction  wita  such  committee  as  should  beap- 
.  paiDi«d  by  Ib«  Houve,  to  wait  on  the  Pretident  of 


the  United  States,  and  iDform  hitn  that  tbe^  W 
COOcluJed  the  husinesa  pending  before  lb(m,W 
were  ready  to  adjourn.  A  cQmoiitiee  wti  xf- 
pointed  on  (be  pan  of  this  House  to  join  liH  ea» 
mittee  of  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Sii[LtB  offered  tbe  following  resolniioi: 

RtMointd,  Tbattbetbanka  of  thia  House  bepmcst 
ed  to  Josara  B.  Viaao,  in  teatimooj  of  theii  inn. 
batioB  of  his  condnet  in  the  diadiarge  of  the  sidiMB 
and  iinpattaQt  duties  assigned  to  him  whilst  ii  tbe  Oak. 

Mr.  Rowan  moved  that  it  be  posipoD«I/o^ 
finitely.  Messrs.  Rowan  and  Lvoh  inpporiei 
the  motion;  and  Messrs. .Eppes  and  JicKSdi op- 
posed it. 

The  motion  was  afierwardi  witbdran?,  lad 
the  resolution  passed,  68  to  9,  aa  fallawi; 

Till— Evan  Aleisnder,  Willis  Aktoo,  EalM 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bunrdl  B^lt, 
John  Blake,  }un.,  Thomaa  Blount,  John  Bojit,  W3- 
liiin  A.  Burwell,  WiUism  Butler,  Josepi  Ciltnna, 
Geoi^e  W.  Oampbelt,  Richard  Cntta,  John  Dnoa, 
Joaiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  DerelL  Jola 
W.  £[^>es,  WUIum  Pindley,  James  Fkt,  HcAsd 
l^ranklin,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Jan.,  Petcraoa  Geoiwjt, 
Isaiah  L.  Gtmo,  John  Hania,  John  BdMer,  WiOuB 
Helms,  Jamas  Holland,  David  Hidnes,  Bcdjuub 
Howard,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Richard  Jacban,  Bidaid 
M.  Johnson,  William  Kiikpatiick,  John  Lambert, 
John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  WiUiau  HcCreeiy,  Wl- 
liam  Milnor,  John  Montgemaij,  Niebobs  S.  Jfosts, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Julia  Uonaw,  Qar- 
don  S.  Mdmfbnl,  Thomaa  Newton,  WiiMi  C.  Nleba- 
las,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jbita  Bhia  ofTennca- 
lea,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richania,  Bamiiel  Rikci, 
Ebeneier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Sakibe,  Jedadilk 
E.  Smith,  Clement  Blorer,  Petei  &wut,  John  Tajkt, 
Jamea  I.  Van  Aten,  PbiKp  Van  CorOsndl,  Daniel  C 
Veqilanck,  Robert  Wbitahill,  baac  Wilbonr,  Hu- 
madake  Willianu,  Aletando-  Wibon,  and  Nslb* 
Wibnn. 

Navs— John  Campbell,  Frauds  Gardaer,  Jsms  N. 
Garnett,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jnn,  Matthew  Lyta,  JttiA 
Masteis,  John  Rowan,  Ridiard  StaniiT^  sad  Uin 
K.  Van  RMiaalaer. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  BAiiBirr  aARaniaa.  tbe 
House  excused  bim  from  voting  on  thcqacuiaa. 

The  Speaker  returned  his  kcknowledtmeab 
10  the  House  for  this  tribute  of  their  apprdviiea. 
as  follows! 
Gentkmtn  ofihe  H«tue  ^SepretatUUiwa; 

Tbe  kind  expression  of  your  approbation  *{■;£«■ 
duct,  in  the  discbsrge  of  the  duties  whid  joa  bait  tan 
plsasad  to  assign  me  M  Speaker  of  the  Hoosr,  bMi    . 
me  that  oon'solstion  whiiji  an  approving  umsuiws    i 
alone  can  aurpssa.    You  will  phaae,  geDlkaMa.k    i 
accept  my  thanks  fw  the  Ubeialitj  and  candor  vlsd 
you  have  uniibrmly  manifested  towards  me:  tai  h 
assured,  that  the  friendly  aid  irtiicb  I  have  eiperieeni 
from  yon  in  tbe  dischaiga  of  la*  offieia]  datf.  be 
made  a  deep  impresaioa  on  the  aflactwma  at  ay  baL 
whidi  length  of  lims  cannot  eradicate. 

Mr.  CuTTB,  from  the  commitlee  appoialrin 
wait  on  the  President,  reported  that  they  hs4  fo- 
fornied  that  duty,  and  that  the  President  Mia- 
fornied  them  that  he  had  no  further 


And  the  Hoqm  adjoorsed  tiae  tiie. 
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Mb.  HILLHOUSE'S  SPEECH, 

*1i  iwed  Id  lbs  Sinus  ot  ih*  UnlKd  SiUM,  DhhAw  1,  laDa 
(«<<,  page  330J  on  tb«  naaluilan  u  r«p«l  iha  Embirgii,  tn 
muwer  u>  Mr.  Gu.»'a  Kuad  Sprsch,  dtliierad  ll»  BUna  d*^. 

Mr.PBBBiDBNT;  Hi7JDg  alrc&df  occupied  so 
much  uf  the  linie  of  ihr  Sensie,  (to  whom  my  ac- 
koowledpmentii  are  dae  for  (he  candid  aiteoiioD 
irith  which  tbey  hare  heard  me,)  I  shall  not  aoir 
impas)  OD  their  patieace  by  agaia  going  into  the 
irgumenc  atjarg«,  Id  answer  (o  the  reniarksof  the 
^eDileman  from  VirgiDia,(Mr,G[(.ia,)upoa  what 
bas  been  said  by  tbe  eentleman  from  Maiiachu~ 
leits  (Mr.  PicKGRiHo)  and  myself.  The  answer 
[0  those  remarks  will  -be  fouad  io  the  stBlcmeDts 
lad  obserratioDS  already  (ubtuiiced  tothecoDsid- 
tratioQ  of  the  Senate.  Such  of  che  genilemaD's 
emarks  as  coasist  merely  in  perMnptorvdeniala  or 
Kfitive  declarations  aa  to  the  quesiioDS  of  public 
u)ocei  -       ■ 

if  fact! 

toae  from  me.  On  two  poiati,  only,  sball  I  re- 
nark— the  reaolutioo  of  the  Senate  in  1806,  and 
he  British  Oiders  in  Council,  as  connected  with 
he  act  of  Parliameat  laying  the  duties  com- 
ilatned  of.    The  reaoloiion  is  in  these  word; : 

•■  Sdtohed,  That  the  Prendenlof  the  United  States  be 
•qnaated  to  demand  tiia  natorstion  of  tba  propeity  of 
he  utiians,  oaplnred  and  condamneilan  the  prateitof 
ta  being  eiDptoy«d  in  a  trade-  With  tho  enenuea  of  Cheat 
Sritainrptaaibitad  in  time  of  peace;  and  the  indemiu- 
Ication  of  aoch  American  citizeni  fbi  tbo  loiaaa  sjid 
lamagea  aDstained  bj  Iheae  captures  and  coodemna- 
iona;  and  to  enter  into  such  anangemnils  with  the 
jriti^  Qof  emmant,  OD  this  and  othei  diffenneei  sub- 
jating  between  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  re- 
pectiog  the  impiessment  of  American  seamen,)  aa  maj 
•e  coluiateiLt  with  tbe  hanot  and  interest  of  the  United 
Hates,  and  manifest  tbeir  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for 
bemael*ei  and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiations, 
hat  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled." 

This,  says  the  gentleman  from  Tirginia,  was  in 
he  Daiureof  ao  insituciioQ  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales— so  undenlood  by  the  Senate  at 
he  lime — that  the  flag  of  ibe  United  Slates  ihoold 
irotect  all  persons  on  hoard  American  vessiels. 
He  therefore  could  do  do  otherwise  than  make  it 
in  ultimaiiim.  This  is  the  apology  and  the  ddIj' 
ipology,  offered  by  tbe  gentleman  for  Ibe  Presi- 
leat's  hariog  made  it  a  positive  article  of  his 
astruclions.  It  cannot  be  justified  to  the  nation, 
bat  it  should  be  made  an  tjlfimojiim. after  it  had 
leen  ascertained  that  the  point  would  not  be  cod- 
:eded  by  tbe  Briiisb  OovBroment,  and  tbereby 
lazard  the  peace,  and  tbe  then  prosperous  com- 
nerce  of  our  coaotry,  upon  a  tbid  attempt  to 
lecure  foreigners,  and  most  of  them  British  sub- 
ects,  ori  board  American  vessels,  from  impi 
DODI.  That  Oreat  Britain  ot  any  other  natioi) 
:hould  be  allowed  to  impress  real  American  aea- 
nea,  was  ^  poiai  that  could  not  be  yielded.    But, 


faidiSareoI  isihe  President's  claim, ihaitbe  Amer- 
ican flag  should  protect  aJI  persons  sailing  under 
it.  The  resolution  is  before  tbe  Senate.  It  speaks 
no  such  language,  and  did  not  warrant  the  risk- 
ing  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  oo 
such  an  tiiftmotum.  The  resolution,  among  other 
causes  of  differeDce,  mentions  tbai  of  the  "im- 
pressment of  Ameiitjan  seamen"  as  a  subject  of 
"  amicable  negotiation."  There  is  not  the  most 
remote  intimaiioa  that  it  was  tbe  wish  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate that  tbe  United  States  should  set  up  the  lofty 
preleneioo  that  the  American  merehaui  flag  should 
protect  all  persons  sailinf;  under  it — a  pretension 
which  we  had  not  one  line-of-batlle  ship  lo  en- 
force. I  eaoDot  find  io  the  reaolation  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  that  any  point 
of  diETerencc' should  be  made  an  uUiTuaium.  Tbe 
whole  was  left  open  to  amicable  negotiation  and 
arrangement.  This  i^ould  hare  accorded  with 
tbe  wise  policy  which  was  adopted  to  1794,  and 
was  successful.  That  such' was  not  my  uuder- 
staading  of  the  resoiutioa,  as  tbe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  now  contends  for,  ha  must  be  satisfied 
when  I  remiod  him  of  what  took  place  three  oi 
four  days  before  the  late  rejected  treaty  (or  rather 
a  c()py  of  it)  reached  this  city ;  when  that  gen- 
tlemaa  declared,  that,  if  tbe  treaty  did  not  eon- 
lain  a  poaiiiTe  siipukiion  that  the  American  flag 
should  proteoi  all  persons  sailing  under  it,  and  in 
every  sea,  it  would  be  sent  back.  1  replied,  "  then 
the  treaty  will  be  sent  back;"  for,  it  had  been  as-, 
certainad,  to  my  aatisfaeiion,  that  Oreat  Britain 
would  not  agree  to  such  a  stipulation,  until  she 
was  prepared  to  surrender  her  fleet,  and  yield  np 


astonished  to  hear  the  declaration ;  and  Iheo^for. 
tbe  first  time,  suspected  thai  any  such  instructions 
oould  hare  been  given.  Had  the  queition  been' 
pat.Io  the  Senate,  or  the  American  people,  Will 
you  risk  your  best  interests,  and  even  yonr  honor 
and  iodependence,  (which  we  are  now  loid  areaf 
siake,^  in  anatieoipt  to  protect  foreigners  on  board 
Americanvessets  from  impressment — those  verr 
foreigners  wbom  the  Ad  mi  u  is  t  ration  now  bare  it 
in  coniemplaiioD  to  exclude  altogether  from  our 
serrice  7  What  answer  would  have  been  given  1 
I  leave  every  man  possessing  real  patriotism  and 
truly  American  feelings  to  give  the  answer.  It  ia 
well  known  that  a  copy  only  of  tbe  treaty  reached 
this  city  on  tbe  3d  of  March,  1807— the  day  Con- 
gress closed  their  session — which  copy  was  shtrva 
to  the  President;  and  oo  tbe  evening  of  tbe  same 
da^he  aanonaced,  not  Io  the  Senate,  hot  to  some 
individuals  of  that  body,  that  tbe  treaty  vould 
not  be  submitted  to  the  Senate.  At  this  time  the 
original  treaty,  and  the  despatches  from  our  Min- 
ister which  accompanied  tbe  same, and  explained' 
its  various  provisioos,  had  not  reached  our  shores ; 
for,  on  my  arrival  ^t  New  York,  on  my  wif  to 


.dbyCoo^le 


1579 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


I68D 


StippltmrKlal  Spteckm. 


Connecticni,  from  the  leat  ofQoTfrnnMM,  wliioh 
I  lert  on  the  4th  oT  March,  I  found  Mr.  PurrtincF, 
a  ipeeial  meiiriif^t,  had  jusi  arrifcd  ihere  wiib 
Uie  treaty  and  detpatches  for  our  OaTcriimeDt. 
It  waa  impossible,  therefore,  that  the  Presideot 
•bould  havE  formed  aoy  correct  opioion  ofits  mrr- 
its.  Not  finding  the  proposed  stipulaiioD  respeat' 
ing  Ihe  American  flag,  he  decided  (according  to 
the  prediction  of  the  genileman  from  Virgioia) 

Though  it  waa  mitter  of  great  conTenieoee  to 
our  merehanis  to  employ  foreigti«ri  ID  ltd  in  car- 
rying 0(1  their  eitcosiTe  and  pro6iable  commerce, 
yet  it  was  nnt  an  object  of  snch  imparcance  as 
that  it  would  be  wise  to  jeo^tardtzethat  very  com- 
merce, and  other  important  interests,  merely  to 
protect  tliase  foreigners  fiDin  impressment.  As 
to  real  American  seamen,  the  British  QoTern- 
nent  never  claimed  the  rignl  of  impressing  tfaem. 
The  only  difficulty  has  been  to  devise  some  mode 


of  discrin 


g  American  from  British  seamen. 


Had  we  not  persisted  in  our  claim  that  the  Amer- 
ican flag  should  protect  all  seamen,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  some  mode  wotild  have  been  fonnd 
ODt  to  make  the  discrimiaaiion,  and  have  pre- 
vented many  of  the  evils  we  have  suffered  from 
the  impressment  of  Americin  seamen. 

It  appears,  froni  the  documsats  commuoicaied 
ihe  last  sessioB,  that  the  same  □itimaium  was  con- 
tained in  the  instractions  of  1804  *  which  wilt 


'ArHela  ofinitructianMftvm  the  Prttident  oflht  Vni- 

ttd  Stal«*,  to  Sh:  Memve,  JoTntary  MA,  IBM. 

first  Propoul. — "  No  panon  whatever  shall,  upon 

(hs  high  uta  and  without  the  jurisdiction  of  either 

Crly,  be  demanded  or  ttken  out  or  an;  sliipvr  TCsie] 
longing  to  eidtsni  or  inbjecti  of  one  of  the  perties, 
by  the  puhHc  or  private  armed  ihipe  belifliging  to,  ot 
in  die  service  of  Ihe  other,  unlan  raeh  perwD  be,  at 
the  tisie,  in  the  Military  Mrvice  of  «a  enemy  of  ancli 
aahn  partj," 

Second  and Ultimatam. — "NoNBiQBn,MalariDgi 
other  person  di>ll,npen  the  high  aaaa,  and  witheat  the 
juriadlction  of  eithrc  part;,  b«  demanded  or  taken  out 
ot  any  ship  or  veuel,  belonging  to  the  citiiena  or  lub- 
jacla  of  one  of  the  parlies,  bj  the  pubiie  or  private 
aimed  ahips,  belonging  to,  or  in  the  service  of  iheetbei 
par^,  and  strict  Rsd  effectual  orden  ibsll  be  given  for 
the  due  observance  of  this  engagement ;  but  it  is  to 
be  understood  that  this  artide  shall  not  eiempl  an; 

Crson  on  board  the  ships  of  eidiei  of  the  parties,  from 
IDE  taben  tbere&aai  by  the  other  party,  in  case  where 
they  may  be  liable  to  be  so  taken  according  to  the  laws 
of  nations,  which  liability,  however,  shall  not  be  cou- 
Miued  to  eilend  in  any  caae  to  seamen,  or  aeaftrinB 
mnona,  being  actually  part  of  the  crew  of  such  vesaeT 
m  which  tbej  may  be,  nor  to  peraoni^any  description 
paasiag  from  one  port  to  another  poit  of  either  of  the 
parties." 

In  tht  Inttrueti«nt  of  Moff  7, 1806. 
Ultimstam. — "No  seaman,  noi  seafaring  peisoni 
riiall,  npon  Ihe  high  seas,  and  without  the  jurisdietion 
of  either  party,  be  demanded,  or  lakan  out  of  any  ship 
or  Yosael  belonging  to  the  citizens  or  aubjecia  of  one  of 
the  parties,  by  the  public  or  private  armed  ships  .or 
men  of  war  belonging  to,  or  in  the  service  of  the  other 

Erty ;  and  strict  orders  shall  be  given  for  the  due 
Vance  of  this  -  -  -  " 


■ccouDt  for  the  fsilara  of  the  negotiationa  which 
have  been  carrying  on  for  so  many  years.  And 
is  it  not  to  be  lamented  that  our  having  demand- 
ed an  ultimatum  which  it  was  well  known  woold 
be  grabied,  has  given  to  the  whole  negotia- 
I  an  ait  of  insincerity?  It  is  so  much  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  aod  nations  are  osuallr 
governed  by  their  interests,  to  be  at  peace  wiln 
the  United  States,  that  I  cannot  but  t^nlertain  a 


A  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  British 
Ordera  in  Council,  and  the  act  of  Parliament 
shall  close  my  observatiAoa.  The  gntleBMB  from 
Virginia  aska,  in  emphatic  laiuriiage,  Are  yon 
prepared  to  submit  to  an  act  of  Pariiament  itn- 
poaugalal?  Are  rou  prepared  to  pay  tribat* 
to,  and  be  colonized  by.  Great  Britain  1  Innawer 
No.  I  will  never  voluniarily  yield  what  W9 
waged  war  and  encountered  atl  (he  diffiettlties  of 
a  Revolation  to  obtain.  Whenever  there  is  an 
ittempt  by  Oreat  Brtiain,  or  any  other  nation,  to 


not  that  renKdy.  I  can  never  consent  to  inflict 
stripes  on  our  backs  for  the  faulis  of  other*. 

To  make  myself  ai>derstaod,  let  rae  pat  a  plaia 
ease  or  two :  Supposing  Orden  in  Conaeit  wertf 
to  issue,  declaring  it  lawfsl  to  cany  oa  a  free 
trade  from  Boston-  to  Alexandria,  are  we  to  abas> 
don  that  trade  throogh  fear  that  weahoald  be 
ihoagbt  to  sDhmit  to  British  0TdR«1  British 
Orders  in  Ceaaeil  granting  as  permissiOTi  to  trade 
where  we  had  a  previows  right,  would  be  fuliie, 
and  oushl  not  to  prevent  onr  pursoing  oar  trade 
upon  tne  ground  of  oar  ancient  tight.  So  oar 
carrying  on  trade  with  all  such  places  as  we  have 
heretofore  been  accustomed  to  trade  with,  ffaough 
they  may  come  within  the  purview  of  the  Briiifli 
orders,  might  be  carried  on  without  submisaioD, 
without  disgrace. 

Suppose  another  case,  that  Order*  in  Council 
should  prohibitadirect  trade  between  Boston  and 
Aleiaadrla,  and  subject  all  vessels  to  capture  and 
condemnation  that  did  not  Grst  touch  at  Halifax, 
pay  duIy,andtBkealicense;8t  thesametimeaa  set 
of  Parliament  should  pass,  laying ^n  export  daif 
of  ten  percent,  on  all  e>:portt  from  Halifax  1  Of 
what  should  we  have  a  right  to  complain?  Sure- 
ly not  of  the  act  of  Parliament;  that  wooldbea 
mere  municipal  regulation,  layine  a  duty  on  ex- 
ports,  which  ParjiBment  migDl  nave  a  right  to 
do,  though,  by  the  Coniiiiution  or  the  Uniiel 
Slates,  it  is  forbidden  1o  Congress.  As  well  might 
Great  Britain  complain  of  ihe  drawback  duly  of 
three  per  cent,  laid  on  her  products  when  eiport- 
ed  from  the  United  Stales.  What  we  sboaU 
have  a  right  to  complain  of,  what  we  should  com- 
plain ofj  would  be  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  a 
gross  violation  of  our  rights,  and  a  most  unwar- 
rantable encroachment  upon  oar  sovereignly  lai 
independence,  to  which  we  could  not  submit 
without  iIUhoDor,  wbich  ought  and  must  be  re- 


.vGoo^le 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


silted.    Let  me  aril,  would  it  be  proper,  ia  ibe 


\ay  an  embargo  on  the  ports  of  Boston  aad  Alex- 
aodrim,  and  ibereby  not  only  cut  off  (heir  trade 
wjih  each  other,  bi>t  witb  all  ibe  world  1  1  shoald 
call  Ibis  tubmisiioa:  ihe  moat  tame,  dUfaooota- 
ble,  cowardly  snbmiBsioD. 

Mr.  Freaident,  "aubmiuioD"  is  m  word  I  utterly 
diBCard,  It  is  a  word  not  to  be  found  in  the  po- 
litical dictiooarjr  of  New En^and.  Ilisbecause 
I  am  not  for  aubmitf ion ;  it  is  because  I  am  for 
preaerTtDg  oVr  iodependeiice  aod  booor,  that  I 
am  for  repealitig  the  embargo. 


Mh.  POPE'S  SPEECH, 


Mr.  President  :  With  the  iodatgeoce  of  the 
Senate,  1  will  eodearor  to  give  a  saiiafactory  ao- 
twer  to  (bote  abjections  to  tbis  bill,  wbieb,  in  the 
view  of  the  Renllemaa  from  Coonectiout  (Mr. 
Hiluboubb)  and  tbe  »Dtle[QaD  from  Massacbu- 
setis  (Mr.  PicKBBiNO)  appear  ao  formidable.  It 
it  unfortunate  for  the  present  Admloiitraiioi), 
that,  in  ibc  opiniea  of  iti  opponents,  it  always  bas 
eiifaer  tQO  much  or  too  little  energy,  and  that  it 
eannot  fii  on  ibar  precise  qaantam-wJiich  will 
suit  them.  Tbe  degree  of  energy  to  be  exerted 
in  any  gOTfrmmenl  mutt  very  much  depend  on 
the  difficulties  it  has  lo  eneoonier  in  Ibe  enforce- 
ment of  its  authority.  The  propriety  aad  necei- 
■ity  of  pissing  this  bill  ought  lo^be  determined  by 
tbe  erperience  of  tbe  la.it  year,  and  existina;  facts. 
I  eannot  avoid  expressing  my  surprise  at  the  hos- 
tility of  these  gentlemen  to  this  raeasare,  aftrr 
luTjng  told  us  that  tbe  opposition  to  the  embargo 
was  great  io  tbe  Eastern  teclion  bf  tbe  Union, 
and  tbat  ve  coflid  not  lely  on  the  patriotism  of 
tbe  people  to  carry  it  into  effect.  I  am  the  more 
■orprised  at'lbe  hostility  of  Ibe  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Hillhocbe,)  when  I  recollect 
the  measure  pursued  by  his  very  Democratic 
State  during  oijr  Revolutionary  war  lo  preveDl 
illicit  trade  with  the  British  army — nt  tbat  lime 
the  power  of  punishing  offences  of  that  descrip- 
tion belonged  exeloaively  lo  the  Stale  govern- 
menls.  1  think  the  geatleman  informed  us,  tbat 
the  Slsle  of  Connecticol  bad  a  prisoa  about  forty 
feet  under  ground,  and  every  man  who  was  de- 
tested in  carrying  on  any  unlawful  interconrse 
witb  the  enemy  wss  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and 
sent  to ''hell."  It  u  strange,  indeed,  after  this 
example  of  severity;  which  appears  lo  bave  had 
thatgentleman'aapprobaiioD,  to  hear  him  declaim 
with  such  vehemence  against  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration; which,  so  far  from  containing  any  pro- 
Tiaions  for  tending  the  violators  of  the  embargo 
to  the  infernal  world,  bas  nothing  in  it  touching 
lite  or  liberty,  and  in  all  cases  where  property  is 
eoDcerned,  tbe  owner,  before  he  can  be  deprived 
of  it,  is  entitled  to  a  fair  and  opea  trial  by  a  court 
Rnd  jury. 

In  evsry.goverDmentapciwer  to  declare  tbe 


national  will,  a*  well  aa  to  execute  it,  rests  some- 
wherej  ihe  great  cbaraeierislic  which  marks  the 
diSerence  between  this  Qoveroment  and  deipot- 
iim  isjtbat  in  a  despotism,  the  despot  declares  the 
national  will,  and  with  a  military  force  always  at 
bis  command  he  executes  it,  and  these  acts  of 
sovereignly  he  performs  without  consulting  the 
people  and  without  i^sponsibility.  In  a  Republio,. 
suen  as  this,  every  exercise  of  power  may  be  saiif^ 
to  flow  from  the  people,  and  every  public  func- 
tionary is  responsible  ro  them  for  his  conduct. 
The  people,  by  their  Representatives,  pronounce 
their  wit),  and  by  an  Executive  chosen  for  a  short 
period  by  ibemselves,they  execute  it ;  but  in  order 
tbe  better  .10  prsveot  oppression  and  guard  the 
rights  of  citizens,  they  have  secured  to  every  maa- 
whose  tife^  liberty,  or  property,  may  be  afiecled  by- 
tbe  operations  of  tbe  Ooverameni,  a  judicial  itiaL 
In  a  despotism,  the  people  neither  participate  in- 
expressing  the  public  will  or  in  deciding  on  the* 
manner  in  which  or  the  purposea  for  which  a  nait- 
ilary  force  shall  be  Called  forth.  Here,  sir,  \h« 
public  will  is  not  only  declared  by  the  peonle 
ibroiigh  their  Rep  reseo  tat  ires,  but  the.  Exec  nitve 
department  is  only  permitted  to  uie  tbe  physical 
strength  of  the  country  in  the  manner  and  for  iha 
purposes  liieyiiiay  direct.  In  every  Gtovernment^ 
however,  there  is  a  power  lodged  somewhere  to 
exert  the  physical  eneigy  of  the  nation,  when  the 
puUic  welfare  or  the  public  safety  requires  it. 
By  ihe  Conslitulion  of  the  United  States  certain 
powers  are  delegfated  to  Congreu,  lo  which  is  add- 
ed an  expteaa  authority  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  necesiaiy  and  proper  lo  carry  into  cxe- 
cDlioa  these  powers,  and  all  others,  vested  by  tbe 
Constitution  ia  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof, 
tod  the  people,  in  the  abundanceof  their  caution, 
have  inserted  in  tbat  instrument  certain  restric- 
tioQs  or  limitations  on  the  powers  of  tbe  General 
Government,  in  the  nainre  of  a .  bill  of  rights;  • 
Three  questions,  therefore,  seem  to  present  them- 
selves for  our  consideration.  First,  whether  Con- 
gress has  power  to  lay  an  embargo?  Secondly, 
whether  tbe  meana  furnished  by  this  bill  are  ne- 
cessary 10  carry  tbat  power  into  execution  ;  and 
thirdly,  whether  it  viotatea  any  of  the  prohibitory 
articles  of  tbe  Constitution  T  It  is  eontended  that 
Congress  has  no  power  to  lay  an  embargo,  becausa 
it  must  be  exercised  under  tbe  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations;  and  that  tba 
embargo,  instead  of  regulating,  destroyscommerce. 
To  this,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  answer,  tbat  the 
embargo  secures  onr  commercial  property  from 
the  avaricious  grasp  of  the  belligerents,  and  pre- 
vents our  commerce  from  being  regulated  by 
Great  Britain.  But,  sir,  1  shall  not  enter  into  a 
discussion  on  this  question.  I  will  content  myself 
with  calling  to  my  aid  the  decii>ions  of  Congress 
during  General  WABBTnaTOH'B  Adminiatratioa, 
their  decision  at  Ibe  last  session,  and  that  of  the 
judiciary,  all  supported  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple. Upon  these  decisions  I  rely  witb  more 
confidence,  than  any  reasoning  I  am  capable  of 
offering  to  the  Senate ;  it  is  a  question  worthy  of 
■oOQsideratioD.  whether  a  oonsUDciian-ao  oitea 
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^ren  to  ihe  CoasiitntioD,  and  m>  long  teqaieicnl 
■u,  DDf  hi  now  10  be  disiDrbed. 

Tbal  the  meani  provided  bj  this  bill  tre  se* 
•ces»ry  lo  cRrfy  [he  embirgo  into  efiecl,  i*  haidt; 
deoied  by  (he  genilemea  oppoted  (o  ii — apoD 
'tbeit  repre»eBta[ioDi  of  ibe  oppoeiiioo  lo  this  sys- 
tem, cod  the  difiicnity  of  eororoiofc  it,  thit  mea- 
-fure  may  be  Mfely  rcsled.  if  then  we  have  power 
•to  lay  ID  embargo,  and  thi«  measure  i»  necessary 
4o  enfoice  it,  it  lollowa,  that  it  is  ourduiy  lo  pass 
4he  bill,  uoless  we  are  forbidden  by  some  part  of 
the  CoDslitutioD.  If  tbal  iDstrumenl  conlaiai 
KDy  iDch  prohibition,  I  have  ilot  been  able  (o  dis- 
flover  it.  and  I  believe  I  maj  with  coofidence 
challeoge  genilemeo  to  point  it  out. 

Permit  me,  now,  Mr.  Praidept,  to  eiamioe 
more  parlicolarly  the  several  sections  of  ibis  bill, 
agaioit  wbieb  the  arguments  of  ihe  gentlenten 
have  been  particularly  directed.  The  objeotjoi)* 
made  lo  the  second  leclioD,  are  entirely  obviated 
by  a  proviso  at  the  end  of  it,  which  secure*  small 
vessels  from  the  embarrassments  wbieb  gentlemen 
appear  Id  apprehend.  They  have  declaimed  at 
great  length  againtt  that  part  of  tbe  seventh  seC' 
tioD,  which  declares  that  neither  capture,  distress, 
ot  any  other  accident,  whatever,  shall  be  pleaded 
m  given  in  evidence.  To  determine  tbe  propriety 
and  necessity  of  lhi<  provision,  we  must  eontras* 
it  with  the  law  be  it  now  stands,  and  endeavor  to 
saeertitin  from  which  tbe  greatest  inconveniences 
will  resulL  In  every  prosecniion  under  tbe  extst- 
iog  laws,  if  the  accused  can  ptovo  that  be  was 
captured,  oi  driven  into  a  foreign  port,  by  cen- 
trary  winds  or  other  soeideai,  b«  must  be  acquit- 
ted, although  Ihe  capture  is  generally  produced 
by  a  secret  onderaianding  between  the  captorand 
the  captured.  I  appeal  to  ibe  candor  of  ihe  gen- 
tlemen themselves,  who  are  belter  informed  on 
this  subject  ifaan  I  am,  whether  in  one  case  of  an 
hundred,  where  these  excuses  are  made,  they  are 
founded  in  truth.  Experience  has  proved  the  im- 
portance of  ibis  provision ;  it  is  one  of  tbe  most 
valuable  in  the  bill;  without  it,  no  convictioD 
under  our  embargo  system  will  b«  had.  The 
power  given  lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
relieve  in  cases  of  evident  hardship,  is  all  that 
can  or  ought  lo  be  required.  If  there  is  any  ap- 
peaiance  of  severity  in  this  bill,  we  ought  to  be 
reconciled  to  it,  because  we  kdow  it  cannot  be 
dispensed  with;  there  is  no  danger,  however,  of 
its  being  executed  with  undue  rigor ;  we  have  not 
beard  any  complaint  of  a  rigid  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretionary powers,  heretofore  vested  in. that  de- 
partment. There  is  a  mildness  and  humanity  in 
the  American  character,  that  revolts  at  the  exae- 
tioD  ofserere,  cruel  justice;  and  when  we  consider 
that  every  man  in  our  Government  is  in  some  de- 
gree responMble  to  public  sentiment,  we  oOgfai  not 
to  doubt,  bni  that  in  every  case  of  hardship 
which  is  clearly  nude  out,  the  proper  department 
will  extend  appropriate  relief.  The  great  com- 
plaint in  this  country,  Mr.  President,  is  not  of  the 
severity  of  our  laws,  but  that  they  are  Dot  execu- 
ted ;  that  too  much  impunity  is  afforded  to  guilt. 
Indeed  it  has  become  a  reproach  to  our  laws  and 
«ui  Qoretumwi. 


The  oioih  seeiion  has  bean  denomiecd  with 
great  vehemence.  It  authorizes  the  eollectors  to 
''  seize  money  or  property,  found  on  beard  any  ves- 
'  sel,  boat,  or  watercraft,  when  there  ia  reasm  to 
'  believe  that  tbey  are  intended  for  exportation,  or 
'  when  in  vessels^  carls,  &c.,  or  in  any  manner  ap- 
'  parenlly  on  their  way  towards  the  territories  of  a 
'  foreign  nation,  or  ibcviciniiyibereof,  or  towards 
'  a  place  whence  such  articles  are  inteaded  to  be 
'  exported,  and  not  to  permit  such  articles  to  be  re- 
'  moved  until  bond  with  sufficient  r^oretiei  shall 
'  have  becD  given  for  the  landingor  delivery  of  the 
'  same,  in  some  ofthe  United  States,  whence  in  the 
'  opinion  of  ihecollector,itiere«hall  not  beanydao- 
'  gerofBOcbarticlesbeingeiparted."    Is  this  anew 

Frinciple  in  our  cede?  To  prove  ibal  ii  is  not, 
will  call  the  atieniion  of  the  Senate  to  a  section 
of  the  revenue  laws.  [Here  Mr.  P.  read  a  mciiou, 
which  declares  that  if  spirits  shall  be  removed 
from  a  distillery,  contrary  to  law,  the  ship  or  ves- 
sel, wagon,  cart  d^.,  in  which  it  may  be  found, 
together  with  tbe  oxen,  horses,  &e.,  shsU  be  for- 
feited sod  liable  to  seizure  by  tbe  revenue  officers.) 
I  will  not  take  up  ib«  lime  of  the  Senate  io  read- 
ing other  parts  of  the  revenue  laws;  the  satne 
principle  pervades  the  whole. 

But,  sir,  it  was  unUecessary  fbr  ne  to  appeal  to 
precedents,  so  numerous  in  our  revenue  code,  to 
support  this  part  of  the  bill.  It  is  bottomed  npoo 
a  principle  which  has  been  recognised  and  acted 
upon,  from  time  immemorial,  and  is  famiiiar  lo 
every  one,  that  it  is  faetler  by  precastionary  mes- 
Burcs  to  prevent  offences,  than  to  pimuh  tho  of- 
fendett  after  tbuy  are  perpetrated.    UjMu  ttua 

Eiinciplea  man  whobaa  oeen  guilty  of  no  crime, 
nt  wnose  conduct  baa  afforded  probBble  cause 
for  believing  be  intends. to  commit  one,  is  liaUe 
to  be  arrestodand  comraiiied.  until  be  gives  sure- 
ties of  the  peace,  or  for  hisgood  behaviour.  The 
gentlemen,  to  give  more  plausibility  to  thnr  ar- 
guments, have  asserted  that  a  power  is  given  1« 
the  colieclurt  lo  break  open  dwetling-honses.  I 
protest  Against  any  such  conslriKiion,  and  I  call 
upon  them  to  point  out  ibe  sentence,  or  even  the 
word  whieh  will  justify  it.  They  haveattempted 
lo  make  an  impresiiion  Cbat  the  colleciota  would 
not  be  liable  for  improper  conduct.  This  tngges- 
lion  is  unfounded.  If  acolle<!ior,  wiihoatreasoa, 
or,  to  use  a  technical  phrase,  without  probable 
cause,  should  be  guilty  of  any  act  of  oppresuoa 
or  exiotiion,  be  would  be  liable  to  «  suit,  and 
there  is  no  part  of  the  bill  which  woald  shelter 
him.  Qentlnaen  pretend  to  be  alarmed  at  lb* 
tenth  section,  by  which  it  is  enacted  that  '^tbe 
'powengiven  lo  ihecoHectors  by  this  or  any  other 
'-act  respecting  the  embargo,  to  refuse  permisiion 
'  to  loao  vessels,  dec.,  shall  be  exercised  in  cqb- 
'formiiy  with  such  instructions  as  the  President 
'  may  give,  and  such  general  rules  in  pureqaneeof 
'  the  powers  aforesaid  ;  whieh  insirucilona  and 
'general  rules  the  collector  shall  be  bound  to  obey; 
'  and  if  any  aetion  or  suit  be  brougbt  against  any 
'collector,  or  other  person  acting  under  the  direc- 
'  tions  of,  and  in  prtrsuance  ol  this  act,  he  may 
'  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  (hie  act  and  tbe 
'  insiruGiiona  and  regutaiioBsof  Uie  Preaidentio 
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'  evjdenee  for  bis  jtutificKiioa  and  dcfeDoe."  It  ia 
cooieDded  that  this  a«etioii  makps  tbe  ralei  and 
iDstrootioos  of  the  Preaideol  parainouDi  to  ibe 
law.  Id  ihii  tber  are  mittakeD.  In  an  actiou 
brooghi  afainst  a  collector,  if  he  should  rsif  od 
the  rolet  and  iDsUuctioiu  of  the  Pretident,  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  ibe  court  to  decide  wbetber  tbey 
are  made  ia  pursuaace  of  the  powrra  given  hf 
Ifae  emlwrgo  lawa  j  and  if  the  court  should  be  of 
opinion  that  ihey  are  not  authorized  by  law,  they 
will  Dot  jailify  the  collector.  This  principle,  1 
am  iDformfld,  has, been  already  lettled  by  the  Ju- 
diciary and  Coagresi.  A  suit  wasbraughi  against 
■n  officer  of  the  Oniied  Stni^s  for  some  aot  dooe 
under  the  ordefs  of  the  late  President,  and  on  the 
trial  he  reKed  oq  the  initructions  of  the  President 
for  bis  jusiificaliop,  but  the  court  deEerraioed  that 
tbey  were  not  warranted  by  law,  and  a  verdict 
and  judgment  passed  againit  him  for  a  consider- 
able &um  in  dainages,  which  was  paid  out  of  the 
fnblic  Treasury,  pursQani  to  an  act  of  CongreNi. 
t  ha*  lieen  the  practice,  heretofore,  for  tbp  Score- 
wry  of  the  Treasury  lo  give  such  iostiuelions  to 
ihfl  officers  of  the  revenue,  and,  by  a  section  of 
>De  of  the  reTGDUe  laws,  lh»  officers  of  the  reve- 
lue  cutters  are  made  officers  of-  tba  customs,  and 
ire  ezpressl;  required  to  perform  -the  duties  en* 
loiaed  by  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
■easons  urfied  by  gentlemen  with  ao  much  force 
igainst  gifing  dijcreliooary  powers  to  the  collee- 
ora,  and  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from 
.tieir  abusa  of  them,  induced  mc,  as  one  of  (be 
lommiicee,  to  give  my  assent  to  this  sectioa.  The 
iropriety  and  necessity  of  it  must  be  obvions  to 
•rety  impartial  man  upon  a  moment's  coniidera- 
ioo.  In  order  to  regulate  and  control  the  ceasi- 
ng trade,  so  as  to  prereoi  riolatioDB  of  the  em- 
Mirgo,  it  has  been  found  neceuaty  to  give  the 
?resideDl  and  coUeetors  some  discretionary  pow- 
ers, the  eiBrcise  of  which  ought  to  be  go* erned 
>y  uniform  rules  in  ihe  differeni  porta  aad  har- 
Mra  of  the  Uftiied  States,  and  upon  the  high  le- 
ponsibility  of  the  President.  He  is  supreme 
ixeeutive  officer  of  the  Qovernment,  immeciately 
esponiible  lo  Congress  and  the  nation  for, the 
iroper  discharge  orihe  executive  faaeitoni;  the 
ioliectors  are  his  deputies,  Ihey  ^nanate  from 
lim,  Bod  are  under  his  control,  I  was,  in  the 
aaguage  of  the  geDtleman,  nuwilliog  to  make 
very  collector  a  little,  irresponsible  despot,  but 
teemed  it  more  safe  lo  subject  them  to  tbe.  orders 
if  the  President,  and  thereby  to  render  him  re- 
poDsible  tor  the  due  exercise  of  the  powers  Test- 
4  in  the  executive  department.  No  part  of  this 
till  will  warrant  the  atserlioQ  that  the  President  is 
lUthorized  to  transcend  the  law  or  Constilution 
if  the  country.  1  disclaim  such  a  principle.  I 
laTe  ever  thought  that  Qavernmeot  the  best,  ia 
vhich  iko  man  is  superior  to  the  law  ;  and  I  ad- 
'ocate  this  bill  for  tne  pui^iose  of  carrying  this 
;iple  into  practical  operation,     I 


The  last  seetion  objected  to  is  the  eleTeolb, 
rbtch  authorizes  ''the  P(esidenl,or  such  person 
fta  ha  shall  have  empoweted  for  that  purpose,  to 


'  employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  aaTal  forces,  or 
'  miliiiaof  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Terricories 
'  thereof,  a*  may  be  judged  necessary  to  enforce 
'  the  sererat  embargo  taws."  This,  we  are  told, 
establishes  a  military  despotism.  I  hope  lo  be 
one  of  [be  last  men,  la  this  country,  la  advocate 
a  military  despotism.  If  I  could  believe  that  this 
bill  would  produce  such  estate  of  rbings, it  would 
not  only  cease  to  have  my  suppoil,  but  meet  with 
my  most  unqualified  reprobation.  Bui,  sir,  with 
whatever  warmth  genilemen  may  bestow  such 
epithets  upon  it,  and  sound  the  tpcsin  of  alarm  10 
the  people  that  [heir  liberltesare  in  danger,  what- 
ever eflforls  they  may  make  to  inflama  [he  public 
mind  against  this  measure,  when  the  ^ood  sense 
of  [he  itation  shall  pass  on  it,  they  will  be  coa~ 
vinced  [hat  all  iheir  declamation  is  but  empty 
sound.  This  part  of  the  bill  is  notonty  warrant- 
ed by  an  express  granl  of  power  in  the  Constilu- 
tion, which  declares  that  Congress  shall  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  law* 
of  the  land,  suppress  iosurreclions,  and  repel  in- 
vasions, but,  by  numerous  precedeots,  established 
under  every  adminisiration  of  this  Qovernment. 
In  addition  to  those  read  by  the  gentieroan  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Qileb,)  I  will  read  ihe  seventh 
seciion  of  an  act,  passed  the  5th  day  of  June, 
1794,  during QeoeralWASBiHOTON's  adminisira- 
tion. which  is  strictly  analogous  to  the  eleventh 
seciioB  of  (his  bill. 

Mr.  Pope  here  read  (he  7ih  section  of  tbe  act 
before  alluded  le,  which  is  in  the  following 
words: 

"  Amd  be  it  farther  enacted  mud  declared.  That  in 
avery  cast  in  wbitb  a  vessel  riutU  be  fitted  ant  and 
armed,  or  attemptad  to  ba  fitted  out  and  armed,  or 
in  which  (he  force  of.  any  veswl  of  war,  cruiser,  at 
other  umed  vessal,  «hsll  be  increHad  or  sugment- 
ed,  or  in  which  any  military  sipadilion  or  enterprise, 
■hall  be  begun  Or  set  on  foot,  contiai;  to  the  piofaibl- 
tiona  and  proilsioas  of  this  act ;  and  in  any  case  of 
the  csptnre  of  a  ship  or  igbs«I,  within  the  jurisdiction 
or  protectioD  of  the  United  8ta[es,  as  above  defined  ; 
and  in  any  case  in  which  any  proccBs  out  of  any  court 
of  the  United  States  ahall  be  disobeyed  or  resisted  by 
any  person  OT  persons,  having  tbecustodyofsny  vea«] 
of  war,  cruiser  or  ether  aimed  vessel  of  any  fereign 
Prince  or  State  ;  in  every  such  case  it  shall  be  lawhl  for 
the  President  of  the  United  Btates,  or  such  other  penOB 
■a  he  shall  hmve  empowered  fbi  that  porposa,  to  anifdey 
aach  partof  the  lander  naval  forces  of  tbe  Uuitsd  Stales, 
or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  dull  be  jndged  Deceasarj 
,fbr  the  pnipOM  of  taking  passession  sf  and  detsioing 
such  ship  or  lessel,  with  her  prise  or  prises,  if  any,  in 
order  to  the  execution  of  the  prohibition  and  penalties 
of  this  ac^  and  to  the  restoring  such  prise  or  piisea, 
ID  the  cases  in  which  reatoiation  shall  hsva  baen  ad- 
judged ;  and  also  for  the  purpoee  of  preventing  the 
carrying  on  of  an;  such  eipedibon  oi  enterprise,  from 
(he  terriloriea  of  the  United  Ststei,  sgsinst  (he  urri- 
tories  or  dominions  of  a  foreign  Piince  or  State,  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace." 

Here,  said  Mr.  P.,a  power  ia  given  to  (he  Pres- 
ident, at  such  person  as  he  shall  have  em];»wer> 
ed  for  that  purpose,  to  call  forth  the  military 
strength  of  the  country  for  several  purposes,  aad 
among  others  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  any  mil- 
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ittrv  eipnliiion  or  eaier^rise,  Trom  ihe  MrriioriM 
of  tD»  Uoited  Stales,  agviust  ihe  urriioriea  ordo- 
minioni  of  a  foreign  Prince  or  Stale,  with  whom 
the  United  Slates  were  at  peace.  A  power 
which  niaf  be  exercined  aa  well  on  the  land,  in 
the  interior, ■■  on  our  boaiti  and  in  our  porta  and 
harbors,  and  without  a  warrant  or  other  process 
from  any  court  or  jvdicinl  officer.  It  it  proper  to 
leraark  thai  this  act  of  1794  wis  not  a  teraparary 
law;  it  it  •till  in  force,  and  makes  a  pan  of  oor 
jwimanent  iiaiuiory  code.  The  bill  before  ut  is 
to  expire  with  the  embargo.  All  legislation  of 
this  llind,  Mr.  Presideni,  ought  to  ansa  oat  of 
facts, and  be  the  result  ofefidenl  necesiity.  The 
American  people  were  unwilling  to  cDlmst  to 
the  Ezecutire  [he  powerofemplDfing  the  physical 
force  of  the  oaiioB  at  pleasure,  or  in  any  manner 
his  discretioa  or  whim  might  direct  No,  sir, 
they  have  visely  rested  in  Coogresi  the  power 
of  prOTidins  in  what  manner  and  for  what  por- 
poses  it  shall  be  called  forth.  It  oannol,  I  think, 
Ite  seriously  contended  that  this  leciion  riolaies 
the  ConBiitution.  The  question  is,  does  ihe  cri- 
sis demand  iti  To  prove  that  the  public  good 
and  the  character  of  the  Goremment  require  it. 
1  need  only  refer  to  the  c ire um stances  and  facia 
disclosed  by  ibe  gentlemen  opposed  to  it.  They 
complain  of  our  allusions  to  ihe  people  of  the 
EEaBtern  States.  If,  in  our  remarlis,  we  have 
pointed  to  them,  more  panicnlarly  ih^n  to  the 
people  in  other  quarters  of  the  Union,  it  has  been 
owing  to  the  repreaentatioBs  of  (he  gentlemen 
themselves.  I  appeal  to  you,  Mr.  President,  and 
tvery  member  ot  itie  Senate,  whether  we  have 
BOI  had  iatimsiioni  on  this  floor,  from  ibove 
gentlemen,  thai  there  was  danger  oiinsurreeiTDo, 
rebellion,  and  violent  opposiiion  to  the  embargo 
Uws,  in  the  Sasiem  section  of  the  Union.  I  be- 
liere,Bir,  the  friends  of  the  embargo  have  express' 
ed  as  much  confidence  in  ibe  republicanism  and 
love  of  country  of  the  Eastern  people,  as  in  any 
Otherpartof  the  nation.  If  they  have  been  slander- 
ed, these  genllemen  have  Elandered  ihem.  If,  in  the 
discussion  of  the  embargo,  our  atieDtioD  b«s  been 
particularly  directed  to  ibaiqoarter,  it  has  sot 
Ihc  result  of  any  indiviilual  distinction,  but  of 
Musesaod  circumstances  which  must  etr ike  every 
nan  at  the  first  view.  It  onghi  to  be  recollected 
that  our  Eastern  and  Korlhern  frontier  is  bor- 
dered by  British  provinces,  that  Halifax  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Maine,  and,  therefore,  that  qvac- 
ler  presents  gre«ler  facilities  for  violating  the 
embargo  ihao  any  other. 

The  gentleman  from  Massaehnsetis  informs  tia 
that  the  embargo  has  been  violated  in  the  South- 
ern States,  as  well  as  the  Eastern  Slates.  This 
is  probably  true.  While  (be  embargo  continues, 
1  wish  it  10  operate  equally  on  every  part  of  the 
community.  IJo  not  think,  however,  thai  the 
proof  the  gcDlIemaa  has  adduced  is  very  coi 
aive  evidence  of  (be  fscl  he  wishes  to  establish 
by  ii.  He  has  read  a  passage  from  a  newspaper, 
stating  that  a  vessel  had  arrived  in  the  West  In- 
dies from  some  port  in  Virginia,  and  another  from 
Baltimore.  Does  it  follow,  that,  because  (hey 
cleared  out  ftom  some  Soatnera  ports,  thai  they 


beloaaed  to  those  Stales?  Aboat  ODe-itaird  of 
the  shipping  of  the  United  States  helongt  w 
Massachusetts,  and  a  nnmber  of  her  vessels  ar^ 
I  believe,  employed  in  the  coaaliog  trade,  ana 
those  vessels  which  ilie  gentleman  has  Blladed  to^ 
well  have  belonged  to  the  Easirrn  as  the 
Southern  p«ople.  The  fact  is  immaterial-  These 
newspapers,  read  by  Ibe  gentleman,  display  one 
fact,  perhaps  of  some  importance.  They  slate 
the  priee  oi  Aour  in  (he  West  India  i^aads  to  be 
ihiriy  dollars  per  barrel.  If  this  be  true,  I  most 
question  theeorrectnesB  of  public  opiniOD  respe^ 
ing  the  violations  of  the  embargo.  If  tbm  is 
such  a  scarcity  of  flonr  in  these  mendsas  tonisa 
the  price  to  thirty  or  forty  dollars  per  barrel,  it  is 
preiif  strong  evidence  that  it  ha*  not  been  evaded 
to  the  extent  generally  supposed.  The  g^do- 
man  discovered  a  degree  of  displeasure  at  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Virgiaia,  that  th« 
violations  of  the  embargo  have  been  produced  by 
British  influence.  The  feelings  of  ito  geotlenaa 
ODght  to  have  been  wounded  bj^  iL  esneeisUy 
afler  the  -ezptanaiina  which  was  given.  The  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleiDBD  from  Vir^nia  eer* 
lainly  did  not  nmboriie  the  inference  which  ap- 
pears t«  have  been  drawn  from  tfaem.  Bat,  sir,  I 
nave  never  heard  a  doub<  expressed  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  an  inftueace.  Is  it  not  aoioiiaiia 
that  there  are  ia  our  seaports  a  nombcr  of  Brit- 
ish subjects,  merchants,  agents,  and  eootraeiois 
for  the  British  navv?  f  believe  there  ia,  at  thi» 
time,  in  the  town  or  Alexaadria,  a  eootraetor  for 
the  JafnaicB  squadron.  The  contiguity  of  their 
Northern  posieMrons  and  West  India  islands,  en- 
ables (he  Bridsfa  Oovernment,  with  the  aid  of 
persons  of  the  description  I  have  meatiooed,  ami 
that  portion  of  oor  own  people  who  are  so  lost  to 
a  sense  of  that  duty  which  every  citiien  of  a  free 
Republic  owes  to  his  Gbvernmearas  to  be  temfrt- 
ed  to  become  instraiDents  in  their  hands,  to  eier- 
oise  a  degree  of  influence  in  procoriag  vidatfoo* 
of  our  embargo,  which  requires  all  the  rigilaace 
and  energy  of  Ihe  Government  to  lesisi.  Ba- 
Iween  these  violations  of  the  embargo  and  the 
Government,  issue  is  now  made  op,  and  it  re- 
mains wiih  Congress  to  decide  which  disU  tii- 
uraph.  Shajt  we,  by  withholding  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  (he  laws,  permit  them  to  be 
trampled  on.  and  the  Qovernment  set  at  defiance? 
1  hope  not,  sir.  We  are  called  00,-001  only  by  oOf 
most  saerMl  duties  as  legislators,  but  by  the  oatioiif 
and  especially  (hat  portion  of  it  who  have  faith- 
fully regarded  ouf  embargo,  to  compel  obedience 
from  those  whose  pitrio(ism  and  virtne  cannot 
be. appealed  to.  I  do  not  contend  (hat  the  Coa- 
atiimion  should  be  viotsted  to  support  Iheembs'- 
go  system,  but  thai  we  oughi  to  use  sneh  Consti- 
tulional  means  as  will  be  adequate  to  attain  the 

Ii  is  worthy^  of  remark,  that  the  powers  givta 
by  this  bill  will  not  be  exercised  in  the  interior  of 
our  country,  but  on  onr  frontiers,  and  id  oor  poili 
and  harbors.  Our  Chivernmeol,  having  inin- 
coarse  with  foreign  nations,  most  give  their  oB- 
cers,  appointed  to  execute  the  law?  regalatiof  that 
id  to  eolleet  the  reveDoe  growing 
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onl  or  it,  the  powers  cootemplaled  by  this  bill ; 
■nd  ihe  )«ws  of  erery  eoDntry  agaiast  smo^Iing 
woold  b«  nugatory  and  idle,  wiihont  a  power  in 
[be  revenue  officeri  to  »iie  those  arliclea  upon 
whieh  the  laws  ctperaie,  whether  tbey  are  ai- 
tempted  to  be  amuggled  out  oF,  or  into  the  conD' 
iry.  The  geolleniaTt  from  CoDnectient,  (Mr. 
HiLbHODBE,)  ba* eiprexaed  hii  aitonishment  that 
we  should  be  so  blinded  by  our  zeal  forlhia  meas- 
Bre ;  we  are'  equally  ao  at  the  length  to  which  his 
tiDstility  to  ii  catriea  bim. 

It  was  not  to  have  been  expected,  Mr.  Presi- 
denl.  that  the  general  policy  of  (he  embarso 
weald  hare  been  drawn  into  debate  on  this  bill. 
We  are  again  lold,  as  oa  a  former  oecaEitni,  ibnt 
tbe  embatgo  ia  submission.  }f  ihia  be  true,  it  rs 
ilrange,  indeed;  that  every  British  agent,  and 
every  friend  of  Great  Britain  in  this  conntry. 
*koukl  be  ao  violently  opposed  to  it.  Their  boa- 
tilJty  to  ihiasyatetn  induces  me  to  believe  they  do 
iMt  eonvider  ii  submissien,  and  that  it  is  oot  view- 
ed in  thai  li^ht  by  the  Britisb  Government.  It  is 
DM  tbe  policy  or  the  will  of  that  Government 
ihai  we  ahould-  diEConlinue  our. foreign  inttr- 
coarae.  Has  Khe  eommaoded  Bs  lo  withdraw 
from  ibff  ocean  7  No,  air ;  the  will  of  Great  Brit- 
—  '-  ""lal  we  sbonid  remove  our  eisbargo,  and 
)t  BE  an  independent  nation,  bnt  upoti  her 

ns,  and  according  to  the  rulei  and  regulations 
■be  has  prtwribed  j  our  enthargo' ia,  et  least,  a  re- 
fusal to  carry  on  commerce  parsuaot  to  her  or- 
dert.  and  most,  therefore,  be  considered  t    ' 
and  not  aubmitsioB  lo  her  wi!l.    We  are 
of  tbe  oppOKition  to  former  Adminisii 
*as  not  on  the  political  theatre  at  the  , 
which  ibefrenilemen  have  alluded,  and  shall  i 
attempt,  here,  to  diacuu  the  topics  which  thi 
times  furniabed. 

Whatever  may  havebeen  heretofore  the  bi«s  of 
national  feeling,  or  national  prejudice,  or  of  po- 
litical parties,  in  relaiion  to  France  and  Great 
Britain,  ao  friend  of  his  couairy  eouli)  have  an- 
ticipated, that  at  a  moment  when  both  those  na- 
lioDs  should  make  war  upon  us,  that  we  should 
bea  divided  people.  The geotleHian  from  Masaa- 
ohtiseits  again  tells  us,  that  in  our  system  we  are 
precisely  conrorming  lo  the'views  of  the  French 
Binperor,  and  closes  his  remarks  on  this  point, 
with  an  assurance  that  he  does  not  mean  to  et- 
Iribuie  to  us  any  improper  motives.  We  ought 
not  perhaps  to  doubt  the  genilemnn's  veracity.  I 
feel  no  disposition  to  detain  the  Senate,  at  this 
late  hour,  with  reerrminations.  Permit  me,  how' 
ever,  to  expose  the  gla ring  inconsistencies  of gen- 
tfemen  on  this  subject.  Great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  prove  that  theembargois  designed  to  be 
■  permanent  measure,  and  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
Prance;  and  yet  we  are  told  in  the  debate  in  the 
resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo,  by  the  gentle- 
tian  from  Delawere,  (Mr.  White),  equally  op- 
posed to  it  with  the  gentleman  last  up,  iliai  the 
rresident  was  tired  of  the  embargo  last  Bpring, 
■nd  in  order  to  ^et  clear  of  it,  he  proposed  to  Mr. 
Canning,  ihe  British  Minister,  to  remove  it,  as  to 
Great  Britain,  provided  she  would  rescind  her 
Orders  in  Cooneil  as  to  ibe  United  Slatet.    Mr. 


Canning's  answer  .seems  to  have  wounded  the 
Atnerican  prideandsenaibiliiy  of  that  gentleman. 
He  discovered  a  degree  of  indignation  upon  reatt- 
ingii,  that  did  him  honor.    I  believe  he  almost  re* 
ted  that  an  opportonity  bad   been  afibided  lo 
Canning  to  treat  our  Government  with  sticb 
asttc  insolence  and  coniempi,  after  our  Gov- 
aent  has,  In  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  almost 
humiliated  itself  to  procure  an  honorable  inter- 
course with  Great  BriiaiD.     What  would  the  ges- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  have  us  to  do?    Why, 


nd  trade  with  Great  Britain.     To  open  our  ports 

lo  (hat  Government  under  exiistin^eircumstancea, 

bile  her  orders  are  In  force  against  us,  without 

ly  reparation  or  atonement  for  tbe  many  ioja- 
.  .<n,  iodigaiiies,  and  insults  she  has  heaped  upon 
us.  would  be  loo  diigracefal  end  degrading  for  the 
independent  spirit  of  America.  Mr.  President, 
we  have  beea  injured  and  insnlted  by  both  Prance 
and  Great  Britain, and  it  would  in  my  opinion  be 
dinboDotable  lo  declare  for  either  against  tbe 
other,  withotHkomeeoncessioQ,  some  satisfactory 
atonement.  To  induce  us  lo  pursue  tbe  coorse 
he  has  recommended,  Ihe  genilemanj  as  on  a  foi- 
mer  oecasloo,  lias  endeavored  lo  eictle  our  alarm 
by  telling  us  that  Bonaparte  is  aiming  at  univer- 
sal dominion,  and  that  if  Great  Britain  should  be 
conquered,  America  will  fall  a  prey  to  his  am- 
bflion.  He  might  at  well  tell  me  of  events  that 
are  to  bap[>en  after  Ihe  day  of  judgment.  He 
must  be  a  visionary  statetman  indeed,  who  would 
be  influenced  by  danEcra  and  eonseqnences  so 
remote  and  chimerical  as  those  which  appear  to 
hauntihatgeolleman'simaginalion.  I  will  never 
saeriflce  the  gnat  interest  of  my  country  to  gratify 
a  vindielive  »ptTit  against  any  nation.  I  shall  be 
ready  to  consent  to  renew  our  commercial  inlet- 
course  with  Great  Britain,  so  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  on  terms  which  this  people  can  accept.  We 
have  been  assured  by  geniiemen  that  Great  Brit- 
ain understands  her  interests,  and  is  governed  by 
it;  if  ED,  and  our  friendship  is  necessary  to  enable 
her  to  stand  against  the  conqueror  of  Europe,  she 
will  have  ii,  because  she  can  always  command 
ooT  frieodifaip  by  condneting  towards  us  with  jus- 
tice and  moderation,  Tbedoor  of  conciliation  haa 
ever  been  open  lo  her,  and  is  still  open — it  baa 
never  been  shut  by  our  Government. 

1  am  really  at  a  loss,  Mr. President,  to  account 
for  the  ineoDsioiencies  of  gentlemen  in  their  ar- 
guments against  the  embargo;  by  one,  we  ar« 
told  that  the  President  was  tired  of  it  long  since, 
and  therefore  aoliciied  Mr.  Canning  to  help  him 
to  take  it  off;  by  others,  tt  iscoalentfed  that  it  is  a 
permanent  measbre,  and  resorted  lo  for  the  de- 
Htruciion  of  commerce.  In  the  debate  on  the 
resolution  lo  repeal  the  embargo,  ihe  gentleman 
leborei)  to  prove  that  Ihe  embargo  was  submission, 
and  not  resisiance  toihe  belligerents,  that  it  would 
not  coerce,  but  benefit  Great  Britain  ;  and  ia  the 
same  breath,  it  was  insinuated  lobe  a  measure  of 
conformity  to  Freireh  policf.  All  these  positions 
cannot  be  correct.  If  it  be  a  measure  of  boslililjr 
to  Qreat  Britain,  it  cannot  be  aabmbMOii  {  if  it 
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i*  tnbmiwioD  to  Ormc  Britiia,  lad  >ht  ii  baoe- 
fitcd  by  it,  li  could  not  btTC  mulled  rrom  Hoy 
eoDcert  with  FrtDce.  If,  however,  (be  fean  of 
the  geailemaii  from  MaiNchuseltsare  well  found- 
ed, ihai,  if  Great  Britain  ibould  be  cruihed  by 
tbe  colosMil  power  of  Pnoee,  we  are  gone,  and 
tbit,  iherefore,  our  weight  oufbt  .to  be  thrown 
into  tbe  tcale  of  Great  Briiaia,  to  ei]«ble  her  to 
maiDiaio  ber  indepeodence ;  aad  if  it  be  trae, 
the  geoiiemao  contends,  ibat  our  emb«rip>  does 
not  coerce,  but  tubacrTe,  the  iniereat  of  Eagftand, 
it  follows,  from  his  own  premises,  that  our  meas- 
ures are  not  hosiil*  to  ber,  and  that,  for  our  own 
preserraiioD,  we  ought  to  contiaue  our  embarp) 
to  itrengthea  Oreut  Britain. 

Qentlemeo  coutead  that  it  is  not  fiir,  that  the 
friends  of  the  embargo  have  no  right  to  call  on 
tbem  for  s  subsiiiuie.  1  cannot,  for  mj  part, 
imagine  upon  what  ground  tb«r  can  refuse  to 
offer  it,  if  they  hare  any.  We  all  admit  that  tbe 
belligerents  are  coromlltiDjt  depredations  upon 
OS,  that  ibey  are  in  fact  making  war  against  us, 
and  that  we  oogbl  not  (o  submit,  but  resist.  The 
only  qne&lion,  then,  is,  what  is  Ib«  moat  honor- 
able and  efficient  mode  of  resistance  ?  We  hare 
resorted  to  the  embargo.  If  gentlemen  opposed 
lo  thia  believe  there  is  any  other  better  meu- 
nre  of  resittanee,  it  is  certainly  their  duly  lo 
propose  it.  Would  they  lobMitute  war?  Ifihey 
would,  I  could  Salter  mytelf  with  union  in  sup- 
peri  of  war  against  the  beliigerents.  1  incline  u 
betiere  I  should  consent  to  accept  thur  substi- 
tute. War  caqnot  be  their  object,  because  ihey 
ridicule  the  idea  of  war  with  both  bdligereais  as 
quiioiic  ;  this  sentiment  has  been  frequently  ex- 
pressed by  gentlemen  in  debate,  and  with  great 
apparent  consequence.  After  all  the  considera- 
tion I  hare  been  able  to  bestow  on  tbe  subject,  I 
eanoot  view  the  project  of  making  war  with 
France  and  Great  Biiiain  in  that  absurd  and  ri- 
diculous light  in  which  the  gentlemen  endeavor 
to  exbibitit.  It  may  appear  rather eitraordioary 
that  two  nations  at  war  with  each  other  should 
both  make  war  upon  us ;  but,  sir,  I  canoot  ima- 
gine how  it  can  be  considered  absurd  for  us  to 
resist  both  by  war;  indeed,  it  seems  to  me  extra- 
ordinary and  quixotic  that  we  should  not.  The 
gentlemeo  admit  that,  if  one  nation  commits  acts 
of  hostility  upon  us,  war  with  that  nation  would 
be  proper  and  necessary  j  but  if  two  nations  make 
war  agaioal  us  at  the  same  time,  and  they  happen 
to  be  at  war  with  each  other,  war,  on  our  part, 
against  both,  would  be  absurd  and  ridiculous,  be- 
cause there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  fighting 
a  Ihree-sided  or  triangular  battle.  This  is  a  kind 
of  reasoning  to  me  perfectly  novel ;  it  proves  that 
Ihe  more  oQemles  we  have,  the  less  resistance  we 
ought  to  make.  1  should  suppose  the  reverie. ol 
this  lo  be  qorreot.  I  can  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  that  the  idea  of  three  belligerents, 
which  he  ihinks  so  ridiciilous  and  absurd,  lias 
been  often  realized  in  the  country  I  represent. 
Before  Kentucky  was  aeliled  by  tbe  white*,  it 
was  a  great  common,  kept  as  a  huniinggroond 
for  the  use  of  the  Indian  nations,  and,  hy  a  gen-> 
«>al  consent  or  law  among  tbem,  nd  letllement 
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was  to  be  made  upon  it.  When  it 
tbe  wfaiiea,  they  were  treated  a* 
mie>  by  the  surronnding  savage  iribe«;  and  it 
frequently  bappened  that  different  tribes,  at  tbe 
same  time  that  (hey  waged  war  with  pacb  oth«, 
carried  on  war  against  ibc  whites.  If  the  gen- 
tlemaa  from  ConneciicBt  bad  been  in  oar  coun- 
try at  an  early  period,  and  told  tiie  people  if 
one  Indian  nation  made  war  upon  them  (her 
ought  to  fight,  but  if  iwo  nations  at  war  witb 
each  other  committed  bosiilities  upon  tbem,  that 
then  it  would  be  ridiculous  and  quixotic  for  ihem 
to  fight  both,  I  imagine  they  would  barie  con- 
sidered the  gentleman's  notions  very  ridicoloat 
and  qoiiotie,  indeed-  The  opinions  of  gentle- 
men on  this  subject  appear  to  arise  from  possible 
difficulties,  which  mtgbt  occur  in  postibJe,  bat 
very  improbable  eases,  which  they  have  imagined. 
Suppose,  says  tbe  gentleman  from  Conneclient, 
(Mr.  HiLUHODBE,)  after  we  declare  war  agaitut 
Great  Britain  and  France,  (hat  three  frigates 
should  meet  on  tbe  high  seas,  one  belonging  to 
each  belligerent,  bow  would  tbi*  singular  battle 
be  conducted?  I  will  not  attempt  to  solve  the 
diEGcnlties  with  which  a  ease  of  sseb  peculiarity 
might  be  attended,  in  any  other  way  than  by 
supposing  anotbei  equally  as  likely  to  bare  hap- 
penod,  but  which  never  did  happen.  Suppose, 
sir,  that,  before  the  close  of  tbe  Indian  war,  two 
parties  of  Indians  of  difiercnt  tribes  who  were  at 
war  with  each  other,  and  a  party  of  whites  bad 
met  in  Ihe  wilderntsi.  bow  would  these  gentle- 
men have  acted  in  a  sifuatiou  so  rare  aad  embat- 
rassingl  I  shall  not  lake  up  your  lima,  aii,  iti 
making  conjecture*  so  improbable. 

The  facts  alleged  by  the  ffendemen  themsetres, 
show  (bat  this  three-sided  figure  cannot  occur  on 
Ihe  ocean.  They  tell  us  that  France  has  no  naval 
force  to  make  war  on  that  element;  and  that 
Great  Britain,  with  bet  thousand  sbipa,  bas  drawn 
a  line  between  us  and  tbe  continent  of  Europe. 
It  appears  to  me  remarkable  that  such  practical 
matter-of-fact  statesmen  as  these  gentknen  pro- 
fess to  be,  should  be  influenced  by  such  far-fetched 
pDssi  bill  ties.  If.  however,  their  opinion  be  cot- 
rect,  that  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic  to 
subsiilaie  war  with  both  belligerents  for  the  em- 
bargo, it  follows,  a«  a  necessary  consequence, 
that  it  must  be  continued  nntil  a  aeleetiaa  can, 
with  honor,  be  made.  . 

Wbat,  Mr.  President,  ii  our  airuaiion  1  France 
has  interdicted  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and 
Qreat  Britain  bas  interdicted  our  trade  to  Ftanec 
and  the  Powers  under  her  control,  in  many  arti- 
cles, the  production  of  our  own  soil — cotton  sb< 
has  virtually  prohibited  altogether.  The  dispute 
between  us'and  tbe  beltigereols  is  not  about  the 
carrying  trade,  hut  whether  we  shall  be  permit- 
ted (0  carry  our  surplus  produce  to  foreign  mar- 
kets 1  Tha  privilege  of  carrying  «ur  cotton  to 
market,  is  one  in  which,  not  only  the  grower* 
themselves  are  interested,  but  one  irhich  coa- 
eerns  every  part  of  the  natron.  The  exporlaliM 
of  fiour  from  the  United  States  has  not  loereasel 
since  tbe  year  1793,  alibough  it  is  very  certain 
hat  a  much  larger  quaDiity  i«  now  made,  than 
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ftt  tbat  period.  Thii  masi  be  owing  to  (he  in- 
ereksed  coatumptioD  of  that  Article  io  out  awn 
eouDtrf.  Tbenisb  price  gi Ten  for  coltoo  sinee 
that  lime  has  induced  ihe  Souibeni  people  to 
employ  the  whole  of  their  oapital  io  the  cDliure 
of  that  article,  and  purchase  flour  and  olher  aiti- 
cloi  for  their  own  eonsunipiioa,  from  the  people 
oriheMiddle,£aiiem,aad  Wntera  State*.  The 
growth  of  our  coniiaercial  and  manufacturing 
towns,  [he  increase  of  oar  iblppiDg,  and  conse- 
quent demand  for  sea  stores,  haTc  occsiioned  s 
greater  consumption  of  flour  than  formerly.  In 
ihoie  parts  of  the  country  where  coltoa  i»  the 
chief  atticle  of  culture,  the  people  of  utbrr  parts 
Sad  a  market  for  thf  ir  horie::^  a  large  portion  of 
their  manu&ctuie^  flour,  and  other  surplus  pro- 
ductions'; and  the  sbip'Ownen  find  employment 
ia  carrying  our  cotton  to  foreign  markets.  ladeed 
■ir,  cotton  lias  become  the  great  staple  of  our  ex- 
port trade.  It  has  be«i  for  some  years  ilie  priu' 
cipal  stimolus  to  erery  branch  of  induMry  in  our 
country.  We  export  annually  upwards  of  sixty 
millions  of  ponnds  of  cotton,  a  little  mote  than 
half  of  whicn  is  used  in  Great  Britain,  rhe  resi- 
due on  the  continent  of  Europe.  If  we  remore 
the  erabargc  while  the  British  orders  are  in  force, 
the  whole  of  it  must  be  carried  to  Bogland ;  thpre 
would  then  be  nearly  thirty  millions  of  pounds  in 
the  Englisix  market  more  than  the  demand.  Have 
gentlemen  calculated  the  influence  which  this 
anrplna  quantity,  would  have  on  the  price  T  Bui, 
air,  the  prospect  ,is  still  worse,  if  we  are  to  credit 
th«  statement  of  these  gentlemen.  They  have 
informed  ns  Uiat  Great  BritaiD  is  now  receiving 
large  quantities  of  cotton  from  Brazil,  Spauish 
America,  Africa,  and  the  Bast  Indies;  and  that 
she  is  not  dependent  on  us  for  a  supply.  The 
necessity,  thererore,  of  resisting  the  Britiso  orders, 
mad  farcing  onr  way  to  those. markets  where  there 
ia  a  detiund.  for  the  avtiele,  must  be  evident  to 
«rery  one  who  will  consider  the  snbject.  It  is 
not  the  eause  of  the  cotton  States  merely,  but  of 
every  part  of  the  Union.  I  believe  it  will  be 
found,  upon  ao  attentiva  examination,  that  these 
Slates  are  more  united  by  inleretl,  and  that  the 
good  of  tha  whole  is  more  intimalely  eonnecied 
with  the  interest  of  overy  part  than  superficial 
(ttinkers  are  disposed  to  believe.  I  cannot  view 
the  British  orders  merely  as  a  temporary  meas- 
ure of  retaliation  on  France.  I  fear  they  have 
originated  in  a  policy  of  a  more  permanent  char- 
acter. 1  suspect  Great  Britain  has  in  view  to 
cripple  the  United  States  as  her  rival  in  com- 
merce, and  to  prevent  the  Powers  on  the  Conti- 
nent from  rival liug  her  in  manufactures.  The 
first  she  expects  to  accomplish  by  contracting  the 
circle  of  our  commercial  enterprise ;  the  second, 
by  depriving  the  continental  Powers  of  the  raw 
materials, and  preventing  I  hem  from  sending  their 
manufaolnres  10  distant  markets,  and  therwy  in- 
creasing the  demand  in  those  markets  for  her  own 
manufactntes.  If  my  suspicions  are  well  found- 
ed, that  bei  orders  are  the  oflspring  of  a  perma- 
nent policy,  1  fear  that,  althongh  our  non-intet- 
coarse  system  may  severdy  aoect  her  interest, 
■he  will  be  very  reinclant  lo  change  her  cottrse, 


and  that  the  American  people  will  be  compelled 
to  vindicate  ibeir  rights  by  their  arms.  Within 
a  few  months, .as  soon  as  we  can  be  prepared  to 
strike  a  blow,  we  most  exchange  our  present  at- 
titude for  one  of  a  military  character.  Millions' 
for  defenne,  not  a  cent  for  tribute  I  has  run 
throngh  the  public  prints  for  two  years  past,  and, 
however  it  may  have  been  misapplied,  I  confess 
I  like  the  sentiment.    I  hope  it  is  deeply  engraven 

upon  the  heart  of  every  American.  

I  could  not,  Mr.  President,  at  this  late  hour, 
trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  in  no- 
licing  all  the  observniions  of  the  gentlemen  op> 
posed  to  this  bill.  I  have  contented  myself  by 
answering  their  most  prominent  objections  to  ii, 
end  am  nov  re^dy  to  give  my  rote  for  the  paa- 
sage  of  the  bill. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 

Of  tuth  ptvetttUttgi  (H,  durittg  tit  ttnn  they  wtrt 

depmdiig,  wen  ordtrtd  to  be  kept  teeret,  and  re- 

ipeeting  leAtcA  tKe  injunction  of  leereeg  loos  afttr- 

vaarde  TtmoMd  hg  order  of  the  Hmue. 

ToianAT,  November  8, 1608. 
The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members  and  (he  Clerk,  a  confidential  Mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary,  who  de- 
livered in  the  same,  and  then  withdrew. 

W«n»EaDAT,  November  9. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members  and  Ihe  Clerk,  proceeded  in  the 
reading  of  the  confidential  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sided of  the  Uoiied  States,  aad  the  accompanying 
documents,  received  on  the  eighth  iuslani,  ana 
went  through  ibe  same. 

The  Mid  Uessag«  is  is  the  following,  words  to 


Th«  documents  eommnixiestsil  with  my  pi^c  Mes- 
sage of  this  dsy,  contain  such  portions  of  the  corraa- 
~  "indencea,  thersin  referred  tn,  of  the  Ministers  of  the 


'nited  States  st  Paris  and  London,  ss  relate  tc 
_  resent  state  of  sflkirs  belwaeo  those  GoTernuients  and 
the  United  Ststea,  and  si  msy  be  mide  puhlic     I  now 


for  pnblioalion,  jet  neceMSi;  to  come;  lo  Congress 
lull  inlbnnstian  on  ■  subject  cf  their  deliberations  an 
interesting  to  our  country.         TH.  JBFFERBON. 

NovniBsm  8, 1B08. 

Ordered,  Thai  (he  said  Message  and  doenmeatl 
do  lie  on  the  taliJe. 

WEOitESDar,  November  23. 
The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons,  except- 
ing the  members  and  the  Clerk,  a  motinn  waa 
made  by  Mr.  Hanbolph,  that  tin  Honae  do  ttome 
to  the  foilowiag  rasolntion  : 
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KtMhed,  Tba.t  ttw  injunetion  of  Herecy,  m  fti  m 
it  lelatea  (o  Ibe  BubtUnce  of  the  comraniucationi  from 
«Qr  rMpectiTa  Miniatoa  it  Paris  uid  LoqiIod,  which 
accompanied  the  PreNduit'i  Menage  of  the  lighlh 
initant,  be  taken  off: 

And  00  the  queslioD  that  ibe  Howe  do  dov 
proceed  to  lake  ibe  said  proposed  resoloiion  into 
CODsiderBtioo,  il  was  resolred  in  tbe  aSrauilive — 
jeas  113,  nafa  1,  as  follows: 

Yiis— Lemuel  J.AUtoo,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,EKkiet 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joe^h  Barker,  William  W.  Bibb, 
William  Blaokledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  l^otnai  Blonnt, 
John  B<?le,  Robert  Brourn,  WyUam  A.  BurweU,  Wil- 
liam BuUer,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Giorga  W.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Epaphcoditus  Chamfnon,  Martin  Cbit- 
tenilen,  Matlhen  Clay,  John  Clapton,  Orchard  Cook, 
John  Culpeper,  Kichard  Cutti,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jr^  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane, 
Jowph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Glhot,  William 
BIj,  John  W.  Eppei  William  Findley,  James  Fiik, 
Maiback  Franklin,  Francis  Oatdnei,  Jamea  M.  Gar- 
netl,  Thomas  GhoUon,  jr.,  Fetereoo  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Graj,  baiah  L.  Oreea,  John  Harha,  John  HaiMer, 
WiiliaiD  Helms,  WiUiam  Hage,  James  Holland,  David 
Holmes,  Reuben  Humphrejs,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  Q. 
Jackson,  Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins.  Wslter 
Jonea,  William  Rirkpilrick.  John  Lambert,  Edward 
St.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Llojd,  John  Love,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marioa,  Joanh  Masters.  William 
McOreery,  WillialB  Milnor,  Daniel  Monlgoiaerj  jun., 
John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  RoEerNel- 
aon,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C. 
Hiijioiss,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Josish 
QutBcy.  John  Randolph,  John  Res  of  Pennnylvsnia, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Mattbiu 
Richards,  8«ma>l  Hiker,  John  Russell,  Benjamin  Saj, 
Ebeneier  Seavar,  Samuel  Shaw,  James  Slaan,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  SUntbrd,  William  Steilmin. 
Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Slurgea,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  John  Tajloi,  John  Thompson, 
Abiam  Trigg.  George  M.  Troup,  Jebez  Upham,  James 
I.  Van  Alen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rene- 
Mlaar,  Daniel  a  Verplanck,  Robert  Wbitelull,  Isaac 
WilbouT,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  WUaon,  Na- 
than Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nat — Adam  Boyd. 

Mr.  Randolph  ibrn  modified  Iim  molalioB  ao 
■s  to  read  as  roUows : 

Rtiohed,  That  the  injunctJoD  of  Bect«cy  imposed  on 
the  communication  from  our  leipective  Miniiteta  at 
Paris  and  liOndon,  which  accompanied  the  President's 
Menage  of  the  eighth  initnnt,  be  taken  ofEl  with  the 
exception  of  the  extract  ofa  letter  &om  General  Arm- 
strong to  the  SecreUr;  of  State,  dated  Paris.  December 
twenty -seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

And  OD  the  queaiion  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  same,  it  passed  in  tbe  iMga(i*»— ycu  81, 
nays  83,  as  follows : 

Yajis— John  Campbell,  Epepbroditus  Champon, 
Mditin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr..  Daniel  M. 
Dnrell,  WiUiam  E I j,  James  M.  Qamett,  Edwin  Gray, 
John  Harris,  William  Hoge,  Richard  Jackson,  Joseph 
L«ww,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Irfie  Iiiverraore,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Natiianial  Macon,  Josiah  Masten,  William  Milnor, 
John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Roger  NelsMi,  Jo- 
■iali  Quincy,  John  Rando^h,  Ji>hn.lt«sa»U>  8autMl 


Shaw.  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sta^M,  Atan 
Trigg,  Jabez  Upham,  Kiltian  K.  Van  Raanebsr,  Da- 
vid R.  WiUiam*,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.Alston,  Willia  AJ>lan,ir.,  ~ 


Blonnt,  Adam  Boyd.  John  Bojie,  Robart  Brown,  Wd- 
Lam  A.  BurweU,  WUUam  BuUer,  JoMph  Ctlkoaa. 
John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook.  John  Cnlpeper,  RtckuJ 
Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  JosishDcaM; 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUIiam  Findley,  lu. 
Fisk,  Meehack  Franklin,  Franda  Gardner,  Thans 
Gbolion,  jr,,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  I-  Gma,  Joba 
Heister,  William  Helms,  Ju.  Holland,  David  Hebncs, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreja,  Daidd  Vdej, 
John  G.  JaekHm,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones.  Wa. 
liam  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert^  Robert  Msriw.  Wi. 
liaffl  McCreery,  Daniel  Montgomer?.  jr.  Jska  MsM- 
gotnsry,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  M^diri  Tbos. 
Newbold.  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  G.  Nifkok^Tb. 
othy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Paiiei,  John  Bee  s(  Piaasyl- 
vanina,  John  Rbea  of  Tennessee.  Jacob  BkhB^i, 
Matthias  Richards,  Brajamio  Say,  Ebcnem  dtaia, 
James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmUie,  Jedediik  E- 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Boulhsrd,  BicAard  Stao- 
'rd,  Clement  Storer,  Samuel  Taggait,  BeajtminTsU- 
ladge,  John  Taylor.  John  Thompaon,  Gemg*  M. 
Troup,  James  I.  Van  Alen.  Archibald  Van  Ham,  Did- 
iel  C.  Verplsnck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Rolnrt  WtulrtuU, 
bl^  Wilbour,  AleisnJer  Wilson,  and  Richard  Wian. 
Another  raoiion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hah- 
□OLPB,  thai  the  House  do  come  to  ibt  Mowing 
resolmion : 


our  respective  Ministers  at  Paris  sad  London,  wbida 
accompanied  the  Proaident'e  Hessage  of  the  eigblh 
instant  be  taken  oB*. 

And  on  the  question  .that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  lo  take  the  same  into  cooMderalwn.  an 
adjournraeol  wis  called  for,  and  carried,  and  thea 
the  HotJie  adjourned  until  to-morrow  moiaioft 
eleven  o'clock. 

TsOBBDaT,  No*ei»l>«r  2^ 

The  Hoose  being  cleared  of  all  persona,  cinft 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  anil  the  raolotiga 
proposed  by  Mr.  Randolph,  which  was  deenj- 
ing  yesierdaf,  at  tbe  time  of  adjoaroment,  bdaj 
again  Tead,'in  the  words  followioc,  M  wit: 

Baohtd,  Thai theinjuttctionof  secracj.sobi Slit 
relates  to  the  substance  of  the  commnnicatiaas  InH 
our  respective  Ministen  at  Paris  and  Loa4BO,wlM 
accompanied  tbe  President's  MeMage  «f  ihe  Stkia- 
stant,  be  taken  off,  with  the  eieeplion  of  Ika  Mtiact 
of  a  letter  from  General  Armstrong  lo  the  Saortaiy  d 
State,  dated  Paris,  Decen^r  twenty •■evanth,  sM  th«- 
aand  eight  hnodred  and  seven. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Honaedo  nor 
proceed  to  tbe  farther  considefatioB  of  the  samt, 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  RsNDOLPti,  then,  with  the  coDseBt  of  tke 
House,  withdrew  the  said  reaolution  frotn  ite 
Cierii's  table;  whereupon,  a  moiioD  waa  aude 
by  Mr.  Maoon  ihai  tbe  House  da  oomc  to  Ae 
fullowing  reaolulioa; 

tUathtd,  That  tiia  injonelion  of  aecrccT  ii^ned 
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on  tha  commtuiicatioai  from  tba  Frsiidant,  from  oar 
mpectire  Miaiiten  at  P>rii  and  London,  be  taksn 
off,  and  tluit  the  anno  be  published,  viih  lh«  eiceptlon 
of  the  eitrect  of  a  letter  from  General  ArmitroDg  to 
the  SecreUi;  of  Suie,  tlated  Pari*,  twcntjievenlh  of 
Decsmbei,  one  ihouiand  eigbt  huodred  anil  wTen. 

And  on  the  qlieatioD  tbal  the  Houae  do  agree 
to  [be  lame,  it  paaaed  in  the  aegalire — yeas  29. 
nays  83,  ai  followa : 


Darell,  William  Ely,  Jimea  M.  Oaraatt,  Edwin  Qnj, 
John  Harris,  William  Kogs.  Ridiard  Jacksun,  Joteph 
Lewia,  jr.,  Edward  8l  Loe  Livermore,  Ednard  Lloyd, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Joiiah  Maitera,  John  Morroff,  ion- 
atban  O.  Moaely,  Roger  Nelson,  Joaiah  (juincj,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rometl,  Bamoel  Shan,  William  Sted- 
man,  Lewis  B.  Stargea,  Abram  Trigg,  Jsbei  Uphan, 
Killian  K.  Van  Renselaer,  and  DsYJd  R.  Williama. 

Nils— Lemuel  J.  ■Alston,  Willis  Aliton,  jr..  Eirkiel 
Becon,  DBTid  Baid,  Joseph  Barker,  WiUUm  W.  Bibb, 
William  Bhckledge,  John  Blake,  Jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Adam  Ba;d,  John  Boylri,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Barwell,  Williaio  fiuller,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
3lty,  John  Clopton,  Orehard  Cook,  John  Culpeper, 
Richard  CDtts,8ainael  W.  Dana,  Jottn  Dawson,  Joaiah 
Desne,  Joseph  Ueeha,  James  Elliot,  Joho  W.  Eppes, 
Williaoi  Findley,  Jamra  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
rhomas  Gbolson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  laaiah  L. 
3ieen,  John  Heisler,  Willism  Helms,  James  Holland, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  lUley, 
lohu  G.  JscksoD,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
lohn  Lsmbett,  John  I^te,  Robert  Marion,  William 
McCreer;,  William  Milnor,  DanisV  Monlgooier;,  jr., 
lohn  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow, Ourdon  S.Mum- 
brd,  Tbomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C. 
■jichoka,  Timotby  Pitkin,  Jr.,  John  Rea  of  PennsyV- 
rania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Jacob  Rioharda,  Mu- 
iHaa  Rkbanla,  Bamuel  Biker,  Benjamin  Say,  Ebene- 
«i  Bearer,  Jamaa  filoan,  John  8milie,  Jedndish  K. 
Jmith,  John  Smiib,  Heniy  SontlMrd,  BiehaTd  SUnfard, 
::ieaiant  8laiw,  Peter  Swart,  Sunnel  Tafgart,  Bei>J»- 
oin  Tallmtdge,  John  Taylor,  Jehu  Tbompwn,  Otmga 
A.  Troup,  Jamea  L  Van  Alan,  Aicbibaiil  Van  Horn, 
>SLiiicl  0.  VerplaodL,  Jesse  Wbatum,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Ma«  WiUioar,  Nathan  Wibon,  and  Richard  Winn. 

A  tnoiion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
hni  the  House  do  come  to  the  followiog  reso- 

Saohtd,  Tkal  the  iojunfitioD  of  aecrecy,  so  &i  a* 
t  relates  to  the  substance  of  tha  commnnicatiaQs  from 
•nr  respective  Ministers  ml  Pari*  and  London,  which 
iccompanied  the  Presidenl's  Message  of  the  eighth  in- 
tant,  he  taken  off,  with  the  eiceplion  of  the  extract  of 
I  letter  frum  Ueneral  Armstrong  to  the  Becretary  of 
Itate,  dated  Paris,  December  iwenty-SB*eDtb,  one 
houaand  eight  hundred  and  seTsn : 

And  the  quealion  beins  taken  ihereupon,  it 
Mssed  in  the  negmtife— yeas  39,  nays  67,  as  fol- 

Tbas — John  Campbell,  Epaphroditus  Chsm|Hon, 
riartia  Chittenden,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 

ohn  Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot, 
iVilliam  Ely,  Bsrent  Oardenier,  James  M.  Qaruelt, 
Sdwin   Gray,   John   Harris,  William   Hoge,  Richard 

ackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr,,  Edward 
It.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Robert  Msrion, 
oaiah  Masters,  Wm.  Hih»F,  Jonathan  0.  Moaely,  Gai* 


doa  S.  Uamfoid,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^  Josiab  Qoiney, 
John  Randolph,  John  RumII,  Richard  Stanlwd,  WU- 
liam  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Slurgss,  Peter  Swart,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Beiyamin  Tallnadge,  Jabei  Upham,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Navs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WiUm  AUton,  jr.,  Eie< 
kial Bacon, DafidBsrd,Joseph Barker,  William Blaok- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomaa  Blount,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Jos^4i 
CsLhonn,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Orcliard  Cook, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawaon,  Jouah  Deane,  Jote^ 
Desha,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Mesbsck  Frank- 
lin, Francis  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholion,  jr.,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  John  Heiater,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel 
Ilsley,  John  G.  Jackson,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  William  MeCrtery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr., 
John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Roger  NelsoD,  Thomas  Newbold,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas, 
John  Rea  of  Peniuyl*ania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennaaaee, 
Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Ricbarda,  Samuel  Rikw,  Bon- 
jsmin  Say,  Ebetwier  Beaver,  Samuel  Sbiw,  Jamt* 
Sloan,  John  Bmilie,  Jededish  K.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Clement  Btorer,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  Jamea  I. 
Van  Alea.  Daniel  C.  A'erplanck,  JesM  Wharton,  Rob- 
art  Whitehill,  Isaac  Wilbonr,  and  Richard  Winn. 

FaiDay,  Noveinber  S5. 

The  House  being  cteared  of  til  persons,  except 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Rakdolph,  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution  r 

"  That  the  Secret  Journal  be  published," 

The  quesliott  was  taken  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  con&ider  tbe  aaid  ptopMed  reaolution, 
add  Was  resolved  in  the  Affirmative— yea*  101, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

Yias— WUUs  Alston,  jr.,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Joseph 
Barker,  Bntwell  Bassett,  WiUUm  W.Bihb,  WUIiam 
Blaekledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell, 
Epaphroditus  Chsmpion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Olay,  John  Clapton,  John  Culpeper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
JotiB  Davenport,  jr.,  lofan  Vawson,  J(Ma[A  Deaha, 
Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot.  William  BIy,  John  W. 
Bppas,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barent  Garde- 
nier,  Francis  Gardner,  Jamea  M.  Uametl,  Thomas 
Oholaon,  jr.,  Peterson  (}oodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Harris,  William  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Richard  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Walter  Jones,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr., 
Bdwsrd  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Nathaniel 
Macou,  Robert  Marion,  William  MoUreery,  William 
Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgomeij, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonstbao  O.  Mosely, 
Gordon  S.  Mumtbrd,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Tbomas  New- 
ten,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  ^uincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penniylvania,  John  Rhea 
ofTenoassee,  Jacob  Ricbarda, MsubiasBicharda, Sam- 
uel Rikor,  John  Ruaaell,  Benjsmin  Say,  Ebeaeief 
Seaver,  Sunuel  Sbaw,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt, 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Joha  Smith,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry 
Southard,  lUchard  SUntbnl.  William  Stedman,  Cle- 
msnt  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Peter  Swart.  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallnadge,  John  Taylor,   John 
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Thpmpaon,  Abram  TrigK,  Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Jkbei 
V^tm,  Jimca  I.  Via  Alen,  Philip  Van  Cortluidt, 
Arcbibald  Van  Horn,  IGUian  K.  Van  Rennelaer,  Dan- 
M  C.  Verptanck,  Jeue  Wharton,  Iraw  Wilbour,  Da- 
vid B.  Williama,  Aleiander  Wilton,  and  Nathan 
WUaon. 

Niia— Lemoel  J.  Aliton.  Darid  Bard,  Thomaa 
Blonnt,  Adam  BojrJi  Orehaid  Cook,  Richard  Gntta, 
Jaiiah  Deane,  William  Findley,  laaiah  L.  GnHm,  John 
Heiatar,  William  I^elma,  Reuben  Humphrey!,  Wilson 
C.  Nicholaa,  Ji^n  Smilie,  Robert  WhitehUI,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn. 

ThequeslioQ  was  then  ialc«n  that  I  he  House 
do  agree  lo  ibe  aaid  resolution,  aod  reiolved  in 
the  affirmatire — yeas  95,  oays  23,  as  follow*: 

YiAi — Willia  Alaton,  Jan.,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Joeeph 
Baikar,  Burwell  Baaaett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledgc,  John  Blake,  jr.,  WUIiam  A.  Buiwell,  John 
Campbell,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  Martin  CbiUen- 
dsD,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopioo,  John  Culpeper, 
Richard  Cutti,  tJamuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  DawMn.  J<Meph  Deahs,  Jamsa  Elliot,  WUIiam 
Blj,  John  W.  Eppea,  Meah&cli  Franklin,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  Francis  Gardner,  Jamea  M.  Gimetl,  Thomas 
Gholaon,  jr.,  Peteraon  Goodnvn,  Edvin  Gray,  John 
Hairis,  William  Hoge,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Hovr- 
ard,  Daniel  Ilaiey,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Richard  Jackson, 
Robert  Jenkina,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Walter  Jooea, 
William  Kiikpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Joaeph  Lewii, 
jnoior,  Ednard  8l  Loe  Livermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Na- 
Ibaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Joslah  Matters,  Wil- 
liam McCreerj,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  John  Mont- 
Smeiy,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O. 
Dioly,  Gurdon  8.  Mumfbrd,  Roger  Nelaon,  Thomaa 
Kewbold,  Thomaa  newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John 
Porter,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Jahn  Re«  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
arda,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  lohn  Roasetl, 
Benjamin  Say,  Samael  Shaw,  James  Sloan.  Jedediah 
K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Uenir  Sonih- 
•rd,  Richard  Stantbrd,  William  Stedman,  Clament 
SEorsr,  Lewis  B,  Sturges,  Peter  Swart,  Samnal  Tag- 
gait,  Beojamia  Tallmadge,  John  Thonipaon,  AlHwn 
Trigg,  Oaoigt  M.  Troup,  Jdjea  Upham,  Jamea  I.  Van 


Wharton,  laaac  Wilbooi,  David  R.  Wilhama,  Alexan- 
der Wilson,  and  Nathan  Wilson. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alaton,  David  Bard,  Thos.  Blount, 
Adam  Boyd,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bat- 
let,  Joeeph  Calhoun,  Otchard  Cook,  Josiah  DaMte, 
Daniel  M.  Durell,  William  Findley,  Isai^  L.  Green, 
John  Heistsr,  William  Helms,  Jamea  HoUand,  Wilson 
C.  Nicholas,  Eheneur  Seavar,  Dennia  &nelt,  John 
Smilie,  John  Taylor,  Robert  Wbitehill,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

A  motion  WM  made  by  Hr.  D.  R.  WiUdAm, 


ihat  the  Houi«  do  come  to  the  foIlowiDg  n 

Saoleed,  That  the  injojiqtioii  of  ■ecrecy  iapi 
on  the  lettera  and  eittacts  from  oat  Mioiaten  at  Fub 
and  London,  accompanying  (he  Message  ei  the  Proa. 
deot  of  the  United  State*  of  the  eighth  instant,  eiopt 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Annstrong,  of  the  twanty-sevEDth  it 
December,  one  thoasand  eight  hniiilred  uH  wen,  ud 
(he  worda  contained  in  the  psrentheaia  of  Mr.  Pink- 
ney'a  letter  of  the  twenty-einh  of  Jannai?,  one  tka^ 
aand  eight  hondrad  and  eight,  be  itnumA . 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Hoineifree 
to  the  said  proposed  resolution,  and  passed  in  the 
negBiive — yeas  43,  nays  73,  fts  followi : 

Yiia— Burwell  Baaaett,  John  Campbell,  Epaphn- 
ditus  Chamnon,  Martin  ChittendcD,  ttAui  Colpn^ 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr..  Duiel  M.  Da- 
nil,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Fkk,  Bamt 
Gardonier,  Jamea  M.  Qamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Har- 
ris, WiUiam  Hoge,  Richard  Jaekaon,  Joe^ih Lewis,  ji^ 
Edward  St  Loe  Lirermore,  Edward  Loyd,  fia^a- 
M  Macon,  Joiiah  Masters,  John  Morrow,  JanathaBO. 
MomIj,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Ri^et  Nalarat,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  JosiahQutnc?,  John  Randolph.  Samad 
Riker,  John  Rustell,  Samuel  Shaw,  Samod  Smith, 
William  Stedman,  LewU  B.  Storgea,  Peter  Swai^ 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Abiam  Trigg,  Jabei  CphaB, 
Philip  Van  CorUandt,  Archibald  Van  Hora,KiIlian  K. 
Van  Reneaelaer,  and  David  R.  WiUiaow. 

Ntia— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wilha  Abton,  jr.,  Eaa- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joaeph  Barko-,  WiUuiD  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blacktedge,  John  Blakcjon.,  Tlwoiu 
Blount,  Adam  Beyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiOtam  A-  Bar- 


Dawson,  Joaiafa  Doane,  Jom;*  Deaha.  WilUun  Find- 
ley,  Methack  Franklin,  Fnads  Gwdnar,  Throat 
Gholaon,  jr.,  Palanou  Ooodwya,  lauah  L-  Gmcm.  Joha 
Heisler,  Wm.  Hsfana.  Jamea  Holland,  David  Helmaa, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Renben  Hnmphicja,  Daniel  lUer, 
John  G.  Jackaon,  Robert  Jenkins,  Ridatd  M.  Stbattu, 
Waller  Jones,  William  Kiikpatrick,  J^a  Laaiheit 
Robert  Marion,  William  MeCreaiy,  WiUIan  MMoat, 
Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgamay,  Jewiak 
Morrow,  Tbonuta  Nawbold,  Thomaa  NewM*.  Wtlaas 
C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Be*  of  Pcnnii^Wania, 
John  Rhea  ofTennessec^  Matthias  Richarda,  Benjan^ 
Say,  Ebeneiei  Seaver,  Jamea  Sloan,  Dennia  Smd^ 
John  Smilje,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Jolm  Smith,  Heoiy 
Southard,  Richard  Stanfiitd,  Clement  Storv,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Jamea  I.  Van  Alen.Daniat 
C.  Verplanck,  JesM  Wharton,  Robert  Whitddl.  Isaac 
Wflbour,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richaid  Winn. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Macoh, 

Ordered,  That  iha  Secret  Joaroal  trf  this  ixf 
be  published. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  TENTH  CONGRESS. 

[8B00ND   SESSION.] 

COMPRISINa  THE  MOBT  IMPORTANT  DOCUMBPn'8  OHIGINATINO  DDMNO  THAT  COH- 
QREB8,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT 


OREAT  BRITAIN. 

[ConiiDniiicatnd  to  Coagnm,  NoTMnbw  S,  1808,  Jan- 

aiT7  17  and  30,1309,  aiiil  Jans  10,  1809.] 
To  the  Senalt  and  Hmtte  of 

SepraenttUiBa  of  tkt  Utdttd  Staie» : 

leomraunicateioCoogreaacfrtaiD  tetterawtiiefa 
pisseil  belween  Mr.  Cnflning,  the  Britiah  Secre- 
thry  of  SlHle,  and  Mr.  Pinkue^,  our  Minister  P!e- 
Dipotsntiary  at  LoHdon.  Wben  the  documents 
eoacerning  tbe  relations  beineea  the  United 
Statta  and  Great  Britain  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, at  ihe  commencement  of  the  wniion.ihe 
answer  of  Mr.  Finkney  to  ihe  letter  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning had  Dot  been  recelTed^  and  a  oommuaicaiion 
of  Ihe  latter  alone  woald  have  accorded  neither 
with  propriety  nor  the  wisiiea  of  Mr.  Pinkney. 
When  that  answer  aflerwarda  arrived,  it  waa  con- 
sidered that  at  what  had  passed  in  eooTersatron 
had  been  aupenedEd  by  the  wriitenand  formal 
eorrespondeoee  on  tbe  subject,  the  Tarianc 
Ihe  stBtemenis  of  what  had  Terbally  passed  was 
noC  of  sufficient  importance  to  b«  made  ibe  mai- 
ler of  a  distinct  and  special  comnitiQieBlion ;  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  however,  hiving  lately 
appeared  in  prrht,  unaccompanied  by  that  of  Mr. 
Pinkney  in  reply,  and  having  a  leadeney  to  make 
impreuioDS  not  warranted  by  the  atatements  of 
Mr.  Pinkaey,  it  has  become  proper  that  tbe  whoir 
■bould  be  brouKht  into  pablie  view. 

TH.  JBPFBR80N. 

JtFDlBT  17, 1809. 

n  Ike  SsMfe  and  Route  of 

Rgtmmlaiipu  of  the  tMOed  Bt^uf 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  letter  recently  received 
from  our  MiniUer  at  the  Court  of  8t.  James,  cov- 
B'ing  one  to  him  from  the  British  Secretary  of 
State,  with  his  reply.  These  are  communicated, 
>s  forming  a  sequel  to  the  corrcspon deuce  which 
accompanied  my  Message  to  both  Bouses  of  the 
17th  instant. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jakuabt  30, 1809. 

n  the  SenaU  of  tie  Untied  Stale*  .- 

In  complianee  with  the  resolotion  of  tbe  Seuate 
of  the  13th  instant,  I  transmit  extracts  from  tel- 
•ers  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
■eeompanied  bv  letters  and  'commanicBtiona  to 
nim.  from  the  Btilish  Secreury  of  Stale  for  the 
lOtbCoH.  SdSsM.— Al 


Foreicn  Depntment ;  all  of  wBieh  have  been  r«> 
ceiveo  here  since  the  lait  aassion  of  Congreaa. 

To  these  documeuts  *r«  added  ■'  eommuniea- 
tioa  jati  mode  hy  Ur.  Erakins  to  th«  Secretary  of 
State,  sad  his  «o*wer.* 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JoNB  15,  1909. 

Extract — The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  Mm- 
btar  of  tba  Dnited  Btatei  at  London. 
Obparthent  op  State,  March  8,  1808. 

Having  just  lenroed  that  the  present  mail  will 
arrive  at  New  York  in  time  for  ihe  British  packet, 
I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  forwarding 
yeur  cgmmissioa  and  letters  of  credence,  as  suc< 
cessor  to  Mr.  Monroe,  in  tbe  legation  at  London. 

Since  my  lost,  which  went  by  Mr.  Nourae,  ia 
a  despatch  vessel,  l>ound  Srst  (o  L'Orieai,  bd J  then 
to  Falmouth,  1  have  received  your  communica- 
tions of  the  23d  November,  anil  of  —  December. 
These,  with  a  repreeeaiation  from  General  Arm- 
strong lo  the  French  Government  on  the  subject 
of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  as  eipoanded  and  en- 
forced in  the  case  of  the  ship  Horizon,  wars 
thought  by  the  Presideoi  to  throw  to  mack  light 
on  the  course  likely  to  be  ptirsued  b«  Greet  Brit- 
ain and  France  in  relation  to  the  United  States, 
that  he  had  the  documents  confidentially  laid  be- 
fore Congress. 

Mr.  Brskine  has  made  a  written  communiea- 
tion  on  ihe  subject  of  the  Britiah  orders.  I  ahall 
answer  him  as  soon  aa  the  very  urgent  bnsincaa 
on  hand  will  permit. 

Mr.  Mb^mb  M  Mr.  Pbtknay. 
DBPARTnenT  OP  State,  March  SS,  1808. 

My  last  bore  dale  the  8th  insiantj  and  went  by 
the  British  packet.  It  acknowledged  your  letter 
of  November  23d,  and  —  Decembet.  1  have  since 
received,  those  referred  lo  in  ibe  latter,  and,  also, 
that  of  January  S&,  which  came  lo  hand  last 
evening. 

I  cannot  enclose  my  atiswer  to  Mr.  Erskine'a 
communication  of  the  British  orders;  ihe  un- 
ceasing pressure  of  other  matters,  on  a  slate  of 
health  still  feeble,  having  thus  far  delayed  it. 
You  will  anticipate  the  compleiioo  which  will 

*  These  docnmenta  are  annexed  to  those  communi- 
cated the  38d  ^lay,  1808. 
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neceuarily  be  ^ivea  to  it  by  tire  character  of 
measures,  not  only  Tiolating^  our  righu,  sod  srab 
hing  our  inlereals,  bat  saperaddiog,  under  (he 
name  of  indulgences,  a  blow  at  our  national  in- 
dependence, and  a  mocberjr  ofout  understandings. 

BitncI— Mr.  Msdiaon  to  Mr.  Pinknij'. 
Department  or  State,  April  4,IB08. 

8ir;  My  last  was  uf  March  23,  and  went  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Rose,  I  now  forward  printed 
copies  of  the  corre.-jpondenee  with  him  on  tbe 
atibjecl  of  bis  missioo,  and  of  the  antei-edent  doc- 
uments, relating  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 
As  soon  as  tbe  voluminous  residue  of  tbe  eom- 
niunicaiion*  made  to  Coogreta  iMue*  from  the 
press,  it  shall  also  be  forwarded.  You'  will  find 
that  1  hey  include  certain  documents  relating^  to 
France,  which  were  thought  proper  for  the  knowl- 
edge of  Congress  at  the  present  orisic 

To  thote  comiBUDicAtions  1  add  copies  of  Mr. 
Erskine's  letter  to  me  oo  the  subject  of  the  Brit- 
ish decrees  of  November  last,  and  of  my  answer. 
And  that  you  may  bare  a  view  of  the  srouod 
which  has  been  taken  with  respect  to  the  French 
decree  of  November,  1806,  and  to  the  judicial 
eiposiiion  in  the  case  of  the  Horizon,  giving  to 
it  an  illegal  operation  against  ihe  United  States, 
I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  to  General  Arm- 
ilrongon  those  subjects. 

The  President  made  to  Congress,  a  few  days 
agl0^other  communications  retalinK  to  Ihe  present 
crisis  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  amooff 
which  were  Mr.  Erskiae'i  letter,  now  enclosed. 
and  ft  letter  from  Mr.  Chtmpagny  to  General 
Armstrong,  eiplaining  the  course  meditated  by 
the  FrencK  Government  with  respect  lo  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  These  being  ei- 
cepied  from  the  confldeotlal  character  attached 
'to  the  oihers,  have  been  published,  and  will  be 
found  amongthe  printed  eociosuren.  Yoilr  letter 
of  February  S6  was  enclosed  in  tbe  cummnniea- 
tion  to  CoDsress,  but  not  in  the  exception. 

The  conduct  of  the  two  great  contending  na- 
tioDB  towards  this  country,  as  it  will  now  appear 
.  to  it,  and  to  the  world,  folly  displays  their  mutual 
efforts  to  draw  tbe  United  Slates  into  a  war  With 
their  adremry.  The  efforts  on  boih  sides  are  too 
little  disguised  to  be  worthy  tbe  discernment  of 
either,  and  are  addressed,  moreorer,  (o  motives 
which  prove  great  igaaraaoe  of  iho  character  of 
(he  United  States,  and,  indeed,  of  human  nature. 
,  From  the  posture  in  whiob  Mr,  Rose's  Goal 
reply  lo  the  compromise  proposed  to  him  placed 
(he'quE^lion  of  adjustment  in  ihe  cate  of  tbe 
Chesapeake,  tt  remains  with  the  British  Gorern- 
meni  to  resume  it,  if  adjustment  be  their  object. 
Whether  a  tender  of  reparation  will  be  made 
here,  ot  to  you,  will  also  lie  on  that  side.  It  will 
certainly  be  most  becoming  Ibat  Government, 
tinder  all  circum.'tance?,  to  make  the  reparation 
here;  and  this  course  might,  of  right,  be  insisted 
on  by  ihls  Government.  The  President,  never- 
theless, in  the  liberal  spirit  which  always  govern* 
him,  authorizes  you  to  accept  the  reparation,  pro- 
vided it  be  tendered  spontaneously,  be  cbarged 


with  no  condition,  unless  it  be  that,  on  the  rrcei^ 
of  the  aci  of  reparation  here,  the  procLimaiios  of 
July  Sd  shall  be  revoked  ;  and  prpvided  the  rrp- 
araiion  shall  add  lo  the  disavowal  of  tbe  alisek 
on  the  Chesapeake  an  express  engagement  ihat 
Ihe  seamen  o-etained  shall  be  immediately  re- 
stored, end  that  the  guilty  officer  experience  ai 
exemplary  punishment.  The  repara.tion  will  be 
the  more  salisfectory,  and  not  exceed  ■  juKei- 
peclation,  if  tte  restoration  of  the  keamrfl  Im 
made  lo  the  very  «bip  from  which  they  were 
wrested,  and  if  provision  be  made  Tor  the  wocud- 
ed  survivors,  and  for. the  familiea  of  time  who 
lost  their  lives  by  tbe  attack. 

I  must  repeat,  however,  that  it  15  eoniideft^ 
entirely  proper  that  the  repBMtion  Bhoald  be  of- 
fered here,  rather  than  in  Londoa  ;  and  it  ii  ooiy 
in  the  ev«at<ef  a  decided  tepi^iMacc  in  lheBri^ 
ish  Goveffltnent  to  make  it  through  a  faaciiaoary 
here,  that  you  are  lo  aeoepi  it  ibefe. 

The  answer  lo  Mr.  Erskine'i  Inter  m  the  Biit- 
iih  orders  will  furoiali  the  grounds  to  be  ukea  in 
your  com  mimical  ions  with  bia  Government  oa 
that  subject. '  If  the  Cabinet  can  be  broufbi  to 
view  (he  orders  in  their  true  light,a  retocalion  of 
the  whole  of  them  irannot  fail  to  take  place,  un- 
less they  olean  to  violate  every  maxiin  of  jusi'ice, 
or  are  fixed  in  liooiile  purposes  a^inst  the  United 
Stales.  In  not  regarding  the  orders^  indeed,  as 
acts  of  hoatiiity,  and  In  trusting  for  retlrcss  to  the 
motives  and  the  means  to  which  they  kare  ap- 
pealed, the  United  States  have  girea  the  most 
signal  proof  of  their  love  of  peac<^  and  of  their 
desire  lo  avoid  aainterrupiios  of  it  witb  the  Brit- 
ish naiion.  - 

Siill.  it  is  to  be  understood,  \\iti  whilat  the  ia- 
suli-offeVed  in  the  attack  «n  tbe  Anericaa  frigate 
remains  anezpiated,  you  are  not  to  pledge,  or 
commit  your  Government  iii  consider  a  recall  of 
the  orders  as  a  groujid  oa  whii^h  a  removal  of  the 
existii>g  TCsirictkoDH  on  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  Great  Btiiain  may  be  justiy 
expected. 

Tbe  two  letters  to  General  Atmtlnag  of  3Sd 
May,  1807,  and  February  8,  1808,  are  proob  of 
the  sincerity  and  impaniality  with  which  the 
President  has  proceeded  in  retatioii  to  tbe  beil^ 


erent  parties,  and  may,  perhaps,  dssial  yon  io  \ 

■ = ■ imbibed  bjr  ih*  B— ■ 

■rpy  '  . 

well  an  tbe  United  Stales,  if  inith 


pressing  unjust  suspicions  imbibed  by  (bc  BrilMh 
Cabinet.    It  wogld  be  happy  fur  all  parties,  the 


could,  in  ihis  case,  be  made  to  prerail,  and  if  d 
retaliating  rivalship  of  tbe  former  aeainst  the 
latter  could  be  converted  into  an  emulalion,  ai 
politic  as  it  would  be  magnanimous  in  both,  u 
take  the  lead  in  a  fair,  lawful,  and  eoDciliatory 
course  towards  a  naiion  which  has  done  no  wnM^ 
lo  either.  Should  the  experiment  be  made  oa 
either  side,  it  would  probably  be  followed  on  tbe 
other,  and  it  could  never  happen  ifaai  the  sidi 
first  doing  justice  wnuld  suffer  on  that  accoaai. 
In  the  present  siaie  of  our  relaiioiu  to  Gnat 
Britain,  it  would  be  premature  to  nuirk  oat  tbe 
course  to  be  pumued  with  respect  to  further  aefo- 
tiaiions  on  other  topics  than  those  ahove  oMiced. 
You  are  auiborizsd,  bowerer,  to  coniinM  fout 


.dbyCoo^le 


APPENDIX 


BrbUioBM  vitA  Chvat  ifntefH.' 


ioe« 


.   Ml  of 

tbe  BrUisb  orden,  and  of  saciafactory  pledget  fot 
Ttpfisiag  ibe  ^ggreuioa  oa  the  CheMppBhe.  lo 
«Dter  ioio  informal  arrangtmcDis  Tor  abolishing 
impreasQiFiiii.BltogeihM,  and  maiuaily  disconiiii' 
uing  to  receive  the  wamcD  of  each  other  into 
cither  military  or  merchant  aprf  ice,  contbrmably 
to  tbe  instruclioDson  this  point  traDimilwd  by 
Mr.  Purriaoce. 

Yoq  will  find,  by  a  r'"'?)!^^  ■<>  ^'-  R«e^  reply 
of  Mareb  17,  ihal  the  British  Qoverament  does 
not  maintBin.tfae  priociple  that  the  obligaiioa  of 
tbe  United  Slates  eiiends  beyodd  tbe  diachar^e 
of  devertera  from  their  pablic  service  i  and,  by 
an  orderof'the  Navy  DeparlmeDt  here,  already 
carriedintoexecuiion,of«hrch  a  copy  ii  enclosed, 
tbat  it  has  lately  been  decided  that  no  foreign  iwa- 
men,  whether  dessrien  or  no^  sliall  serve  on  board 
our  ships  of  war.  The  principles -respeciively 
manifeUed  by  these  docamenis  ooglit  to  fBciliiaie 
inch  an  adjostmeiri  as  is  eontesded  for  by  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MadUon  to  Hr,  PlnbDey. 
DsPABTMBNT  OF  Statb,  ApHi  30, 1808. 
'  My  last  was  of  the  4th  instant,  and  went  by  a 
Britiah  packM  from  New  York:  I  now  forward 
a  copy  of  it.  Congress  ended  their  session  on  the 
night  of  the  23tb  instant.  The  *erie<i  of  neWd- 
ptpers  liereWiih  sentafibrds'a  view  of  their  pTt>- 
eeediogs  subsequent  to  the  commuDieaiions  last 
•nade  lo  you.  Some' oiber  poiots  are  included, 
which  throw  hgbt  on  the  workings  of  public 
lopinion  ami  the  state  of  public  affairs. 

You  will  find  that  the  criiioat  posture  of  our  for- 
ctgD  relations  has  produced  prafisiDosofdiEFerent 
kinds  for  our  greater Kcurity,  and  pBfiicularly  that 
no  paiDs  have  b«en  spared  lo  slop  every  leak  by 
^rhiab  tbe  effect  of  the  embargo  laws  might  be 
diminished.  I  refer  yon  aUo  to  the  report  made  to 
the  Senate,  by  a  committee  on  the  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  afiatrof  (he  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  let* 
tersof  Mr.  Cbampagn^and  Mr.  firskiqe;  .and  in- 
dieating  tbe  spirit  which  mar  be  txpeoitd  to  in- 
Hnenee  the^ure  policy  of  tKis  ooaatry,  if  kept 
smiet  tbe  czciteaMot  Nautting  &om  ibe  system 
now  punned  against.it. 

Yaii  will  observe,  at  thesame  lime,  Uiat  whilst 
■•de  terminal  ion  is  sufficiently  evinced  against  a 
diibonoraUe  aaquiesence  in  tbe  despotic  edicts 
csforMil  oa the  high  seas,  the  United  Slates  are 
ready  to  resume  theircsport  trade,  as  soon  as  the 
aggressions  on  it  shall  cease ;  and  that,  in  a  hope 
that  this  roifbE  happen  during  ihe  recess  of  Con- 
gress, the  President  is  authorized,  in  such  an 
event,  id  suspeod,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  several 
embargo  law*. 

The  Mmditions  on  which  the  authority  is  lo  be 
exercised  appeal  equally  to  the  justice  and  policy 
of  the  two  i^reat  belligerent  Powers,  which  are 
(low  emulating  each' other  in  a  violation  of  boih. 
fTbe  Fresideot  counts  on  your  endeavors  lo  ntve 
to  Ibitsppeal  all  the  efieci  poosiblewilb  theBrit- 
iah  Governntetit.     Qeacral  ArmaiioD|;  will  be 


daio^  the  same  with  that  of  Fhkc.  Tbe  rela- 
tion m  which  a  revocation  of  its  unjust  decreas 
by  either  will  place  the  United  States  to  theotber 
is  obvious,  and  ought  to  be  a  motive  to  Ihe  meas- 
ure, proforiioned  to  the  desire  which  has  beeo 
maiiirested  by  each  to  produce  eollision  between 
the  United  States  and  its  'adversary,  and  which 
must  be  equally  felt  by  each  to  avoid  one  with 
iiaeir. 

Should  .the  Freaoh  Government  revoke  so 
much  of  its  deereea  as  violate  onr  neutral  rights, 
or  givs  explanationa  and  assurances  having  the 
like  effect,  and  eiiijiliog  it,  therefore,  to  a  removal 
of  the  embargo  as  it  applies  to  France,  it  will  ka 
tmpouible  to  view  a  perseverance  of  Great  Brit- 
ain in  bet  reuiliating  orders  in  any  otbec  light 
than  that  of  war,  without  even  tbe  pretext  now 
Ruumed  by  ber. 

lo  order  lo  entitle  tbe  Britjth  Government  (oa 
discooiinuance  of  the  embargo,  as  it  applies  la 
Great  Britain,  tt  is  evident  ibat  all  its  decrees,  aa 
well  those  of  January,  1807,  as  of  Nuvember^ 
I8D7,  ought  to  be  reecinded,  aa  ibey  apply  to  the 
United  Slates,  aad  ttut  is  the  rather  to  be  looked 
for  from  the  present  Adminisiration,  as  it'bas  so 
slrenuously  couiendcd  ibat  tbe  decrees  of  both 
tiates  w«re  founded  on  the  same  principles  and 
directed  to  the  larae  abject. 

Should  the  British  Government  take  tbiscoorae, 
you  may  authorize  an  eipeciation  thai  tbe  Presi- 
dent will,  wiibia  a  reftsonable  time,  give  effect  to 
the  autboriif  vested  in  him  do  the  subject  of  the 
embargo  laws.  Should  the  orders  be  rescinded 
in  part  only,  ii  must  be  left  to  his  free  judgment 
10  decide  on  the  case,  la  either  event,  you  will 
lose,  no  time  in  iraoamitling  the  information  to 
this  Departnieai,  and  lo  General  Armstrong. and, 
particularly,  in  the  event  of  such  a  course  being 
taken  by  the  Briiish  Oovernment  as  will  render 
a  suspension  of  the  embargo  ceriain  or  probable, 
it  vfill  be  proper  for  you  to  make  the  communica- 
tion, by  a  courier,  to  General  Armstrong,  lowhom 
acarrcspoadeniiaiiructioo  will  be  given;  and,  to 
provide  a  special  conveyance  for  it  biitier,  aaleas 
British  Brrangameots  shall  present  an  opfoita- 
nily  equally  aettaio  and  expeditioiu. 

Biliact— Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Hadison. 

LoHOOM,  May  9, 1808. 

I  had  a  oonvenatioo  with  Mr.  Caoniag  on 
Friday  last,  in  consequenee  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Osage. 

As  it  was  obviouslj  expected  that  1  should 
seek  an  interview  with  him,  I  went  lo  Downiag 
street  bn  (he  Sth  with  that  object.  He  had  been 
indisposed,  anil  was  not  at  bis  office  ;  but,  in  an- 
swer to  a  note  which  I  sent  him  in  tbe  evening, 
be  aoked  to  see  me  next  day  at  his  bouae  in  Bru- 
too  street. 

The  Osige  had  fot  some  time  been  looked  for 
wiib  considerable  anxieiy,  and  ihs  Ooveromeni 
bid  apparently  anlicipaiea  a  communication  (and 
perhapa  apropiwal)  of  some  importance  from  me, 
as  soon  as  my  despatches  should  be  received.  Aa 
I  had,  in  &ct,  no  commooLo"'™  "'•"■'"'  " —' «- 


A  make,  it  aeem- 
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•d  to  be  promr  thai  I  ■bould  render  lh«  diup- 
poninicDt  of  mi  little  roomem  as  pouible.  bf  (be 
■lanner  of  aiinounr-ing  it,  wiihoui,  howerer,  pui- 
tinf  BD7thiDg  to  hazard  bf  an  indiicraei  maoi' 
feitatioQ  of  unneceuaf y  itolicitude. 

Tbe  liiiie  which  I  luppoMd  it  requiaite  to  m; 
on  ibia  oceasioD  ajipeared  to  be  very  well  reeei*- 
•d ;  and.  if  any  disagreeable  impreMJon  waa  left 
on  the  mind  of  Mr  CanoiDg.  ii  ceriiinlr  wb>  not 
vixible.  A  feeling  of  regret  was  per  bap*  percept- 
ible, and  a  hope  wai  intimated  that  the  lime  wa* 
Boi  Ar  dialant,  when  I  should  be  ennbled  I 
what  at  preient  wa«  out  of  mjr  power  ;  bat  i 
ing  occurred  which  could  lie  conslrned  into  a 
a^mptom  of  impatience,  jealonsir,  or  ditntisfac- 
iioD.  There  was,  nndoubtedljr,  no  real  ^onnd 
far  anythiofT  of  the  sort;  but  it  wai,  noiwiih- 
ttandiDg,  quite  possible  that  the  importanoe, 
which  It  bed  become  a  habit  to  aiiaeb  to  the  ar- 
lifal  of  tbe  Osage,  from  eircumsiances  principally 
accideoial,  might  have  produced  a  dispoaition  u 
think  otherwise. 

I  ihonght  it  adTisable  lo  make  a*e  of  ibis  op 
ponunitT  (allhongh  the  lopie  was,  in  many  viewa 
naore  delicniB  than  it  had   been)  lo  sugKeit  ihi 
■        ""  "■"  ■     loment  was  auS 
,  »e,  upon  tbe  sub- 

ject of  the  laie  Orders  in  Council,  of  which  1  had 
seen  nolhioft  to  change  my  original  opinion. 
There  was  reaaon  to  apprehend, however,  that  it 
niight  he  worse  than  useless  lo  press  the  sugges- 
tion upon  my  own  aotboriiy  merely,  while  I  eouM 
■ay  nothing  of  the  French  decrees ;  and,  mceord' 
itigly,  I  forbore  to  do  to. 

An  idea  has  eridentty  gone  fonb,  since  the 
Osage  arrived,  founded  Upon  rumors  of  a  dosbtful 
deniripiion,  that  our  relatioos  with  France  have 
grown  to  be  eiireniely  precarious,  and  that  we 
■re  contequeaily  about  to  come  tu  an  understand- 
ing of  a  very  friendly  kind  with  Qreat  Britain. 
Il  It  not  improbable  that  Ihe  OoTernment  has,  in 
aome  degree  at  least,  adopted  this  idea. 

1  have  the  honor  to  eacloae  the  copy  of  a  noli- 
flcalion,  recently  reeeiTed  from  Mr.  Canning,  of 
liie  blockade  of  Copenhagen  and  of  tbe  4Cher 
porta  of  the  iaiand  of  Zealand,  which  1  have  caus- 
ed to  be  communicated  in  tbe  usual  manner  to 
our  Consuls  and  eirizeni. 

There  being  no  particular  inducement  for  de- 
taining the  Osage,  Lieutenant  Lewis,  who  will  be 
charged  wiib  my  leiiers  will  leave  (own  tbe  day 
afler  lo-morTow  i  and  the  ship  will  sail  a*  toon 
aftet  be  reaches  Falmouth  as  pouible. 

JKtkned  to  in  Mr.  Pinkoey's  despatch,  May  S,  18DS.] 
Mr.  CanaiDg  to  Mr.  Pinknaj. 

FoREiON  OrpiOB,  Maj/  i,  160S. 
The  undersigned,  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retary of  Sute  for  Foreign  Affairt.  has  received 
Bia  Majesty's  command  loaequainiMr.  Pinkney, 
that  His  Majesty  has  judeed  it  exprdieut  to  ea- 
tablisb  tbe  mnsl  rigorous  blockade  or  the  pnrt  of 
Copenhagen,  and  all  the  oiher  pons  in  the  island 
of  Zealand.  Mr.  Pinkney  is  therefore  rrqnesiad 
to  apprise  (he  Amerieao  Connits  and  mercbaau 


residins  in  England,  that  the  enimnccs  of  all  ike 
ports  above  meniioned  are  and  mast  be  consider- 
ed a*  being  in  a  state  of  blockad^  and  that  from 
this  lime  all  tbe  measures  authorized  by  ihe  law 
of -nations,  and  the  respeciive  ircaiies  between 
HIa  Majefiy  and  the  different  aeniral  Powers,  will 
be  adopted  and  executed  with  respect  to  all  re>- 
aels  aitenipiing  lo  violate  the  said  blockade  after 
this  notice. 

Tbe  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Pinkney  to  ae- 
ecpi  tbe  asaurancea  of  bis  high  consideraiion. 
OEORQE  CANNINO. 

Extract— Mr.  Piidtiiej  to  tbe  Secretary  t^  StUa. 
LoNDoK,  Jume  S,  1808. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ibe  reeerpi  of 
your  letter  of  the  4th  of  April,  ^  Mr.  Betbone^ 
together  with  the  printed  and  oiticr  copies  of  pa< 
pera  mentioned  in  it. 

1  am  ID  have  an  intwview  witk  Ur.  Canning 
in  a  few  days,  (which  he  will  agree  to  consider 
extra  official,)  in  ihecourta  of  which  1  intend  i« 
press,  by  every  argnweni  in  my  power,  tbe  pro- 
priety of  their  abandoning  immtediately  ifaeir  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  of  proposing  in  America  (the 
only  becoming  course,  as  yon  very  properly  sog- 
gesl.)  renaraiioa  for  the  ouirage  oa  Ihe  Chesa- 
peake. I  shall  for  ohviouc  reaaoni  do  this,  infor- 
oially,  as  my  own  act. 

Your  unanswerable  reply  to  Ur.  Bnkiae^  let- 
ter of  the  23d  February  has  left  noibing  lo  be 
urged  against  the  Orders  in  Gonneil  upoa  iho 
score  of  right ;  and  ibere  may  be  room  to  bopa 
that  the  effect,  which  that  reply  can  bardW  have 
failed  to  produce  opoa  Ministens  as  well  by  ila 
lone  at  by  its  reasoning,  will,  if  followed  op,  be- 
come, under  aciualcircumsiances,  decisive.  The 
diMnsxion,  which  Mr.  Rose's  preliminary  in  the 
adair  of  tbe  Cbeaapeake  ha«  undergone,  give* 
eneoaragemeni  lo  an  eipeciaiion  thai  this  Oov- 
ernmeni  will  not  now  be  backward  lo  relinqaisli 
it,  and  to  renew  their  overture  of  saiisfaeiion  in 
a  way  more  consistent  with  reason,  and  man 
likely  to  prodnee  a  just  and  honorable  result. 

You  may  ba  assured  that  I  wilt  not eommitottt 
Qovernment  by  anything  I  shall  do  oc  any,  aad 
ibat,  if  I  caaBot  make  things  better  than  Ibey  are, 
I  will  not  make  them  worse. 

Mj'view  of  the  coarae  which  onr  honor  and 
IV  intereats  have  i 
i  you  know,  in  prei 
the  President ;  bat  if  it  were  otherwise.  I  should 
make  his  view,  and  not  my  own,  the  rule  of  my 
conduct. 


Extract— Mr.  MsdiMn  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

London,  Jitne  29,  1808. 
I  had  a  long  fnieniew  this  morning  with  Mr. 
Canning,  which  has  given  me  hopes  tbat  the  oli- 
jeet  meniioned  in  yourletleruf  the  30ih  of  April, 
(a  duplicate  by  the  mekel,  for  the  St.  Michsel 
has  not  yet  arrived.)  may  be  accoippliahed,  if  1 
should  authorise  the  expectation  which  ibe  satM 
letter  anggeata.  Some  days  mnai  elapse,  however, 
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befoie  I  cBD  aprak  wilK  aoyihiDg  like  eenaioly 
QD  ihU  Bubjeci.  Tbe  St.  Michael  will  prob*blv 
hire  arrived  befoie  ibM  time,  and  will  fumisn 
mewilh  an  opportuniir  of  giviiig  you  doi  aa\y 
the  lesull  but  the  delaiw  of  wfast  has  paiised  and 
may  yet  occur.  I  beg  you,  iu  tbe  meaa  time,  to 
beaisured  that  the  most  eSeciQal  eare  aball  be 
takea  to  put  nothing  to  hizard,  and  to  avoid  ao 
imjiiopeF  eommitmetit  of  our  Qoverntneni. 

I  WIS  queiiloaed  on  the  afiatf  of  the  CbcH- 
peake.  There  aeeras  to  be  id  is  position  here  to 
cOQiJder  tbe  amende  honombla  as  already  msde, 
-  and,  in  a  great  degree,  at  least,  by  Hr.  Roae'a 
migsioD ;  but  I  aiu  stronglv  ineljaed  to  ihitib  that 
it  will  not  be  at  all  difficult  to  induce  iheiq  to  re- 
new their  oreriure  in  the  laine  manneT,  on  lerms 
more  COD formable  with  the  riew  which  you  very 
jutlly  take  of  this  interesting  luhjecl.  I  was  told 
(it  WBi  not  said  officially)  that  the  persons  taken, 
out  of  the  Chesapeake  would  be  readily  restored. 
The  pnuiihnieDi  of  tbe  officer  (otherwise  than  by 
bis  recall,  Which  has  been  done}' will,  perhaps, 
form  the  greatest  enibarrassraent ;  but  I  will  en- 
deavor to  ascertain,  inrormslly,  whatwitt  be  done 
OH  ibst-and  every  other  pari  of  the  ease.  My  sole 
o^eet  will  be,  oi  course,  to  lead  them, as  occasion 
oners,  (as  far  as  in  my  power,)  to  do  what  they 
aught,  ID. the  way  most  for  our  honor.  J  oan  the 
more  properly  do  this. now,  as  Mr.  Ganniag  has 
himwlf  [ffoposed  the  lubjeoi  to  me,  as  intimated 

Eitrsct— Mr.  MadisDn  to  Mr.  I^nknej. 
Depabtment  or  State,  July  IS,  1808. 

Sib:  Your  communications  by  Lienteoaoi 
Lewis  were  safely  delivered  on  the  evening  of 
thefilb  initant.  As  it,had  been  calculated  that 
the  interval  between  the  return, of  Mr.  Rose,  and 
the  departure  of  Lieiitenani  Iicwis,  would  give 
sufficient  time  to  the  British  Government  10  de> 
cide  on  (he  course  required  by  the  poature  in 
which  tbe  aSair  of  the  Chesapeake  was  left,  its 
■ileoce  to  you  on  that  sabject  could  not  fail  to 
vxcite  the  paiticular  attention  of  ihe  President: 
nod  the  appeurance  is  rendered  tbe  more  uofavor- 
atle,  by  ibe  like  sileoce,  as  we  learn  from  Mr. 
Crskiae,  of  the  desntches  brought  to  him  by  the 
packet  which  left  England,  and  arrived  at  New 
V urk,  at  nearlv  the  same  time  with  the  Onge.  I 
bave  ictiraated  to  Mr.  £r<kine  the  impressions 
made  by  this  reserve,  without,  however,  oooceal- 
iDg  our  hope  that  the  delay  does  not  imply  a  final 
purpose  of  wiihholdiiig  reparation,  and  that  the 
next  communications  from  London  will  he  of  a 
different  import.  They  must  at  least  ascertain 
tba  real  views  of  the  British  Qovennnent  en  Qiis 
interesting  subject. 

There  was  certainly  no  just  gro|und  for  Mr. 
Canniag  to  expect  any  particular  communica- 
tions from  you  on  the  arrival  of  the  Osage,  unless 
they  should  have  grown  out  of  such  accounts 
from  France  as  would  aecoad  our  demands  of  jus- 
tice from  Qreat  Britain,  particularly  the  revoca- 
tion of  her  Orders  in  Council ;  and  in  imparting 
to  fain  what  you  did  in  thai  quarter,  every  ptroof 


of  candor  wasgtven  which  tbe  occasion  admitted. 
If  Mr.  Canning  was  disappointed  because  he  did 
not  receive  freih  complaints  against  the  Orders 
in  Council,  he  ought  to  have  recollected  that  yon 
bad  sufficiently  dwelt  on  their  offensive  features 
in  the  first  insiaooe:  and  that,  as  he  had  chosen 
to  make  the  formal  communication  of  them  to 
this  Oorernment  through  another  channel,  it  was 
through  that  channel  rather  than  through  yon 
that  answers  to  it  would  he  most  regularly 
given. 

The  communications  and  instructions  forward- 
ed by  Mr.  Purviance,  who  was  a  passenger  in  the 
St. Michael,  will  enable  yon  to  bring  the  Briii^ 
Government  to  a  fsir  issue  on  the  subject  of  ita 
orders.  If  it  has  nothing  mora  in  view  than  it  ia 
williqg  to  avow,  it  cannot  refuse  to  concur  In  an 
arrangement  rescinding  on  her  part  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  on  ours  the  embargo.  If  Franca 
should  concur  in  a  like  arran^ment,  tbe  state  of 
thiogs  will  be  restored  which  is  the  alleged  object 
of  the  orders.  If  France  does  unt  coccor,  tfaa 
orden  will  be  better  enforced  by  the  eontinUBoc* 
of  the  emba^o  against  her  than  tbey  are  by  the 
British  fleets  end  cruisers}  and,  in  the  meantime, 
all  the  benefils  of  our  trade  will  be  thrown  into 
ibe  lap  of  Qreat  Britain.  It  will  be  difficult 
therefore,  to  conceive  any  motive  in  Great  Brit- 
ain to  Tej.eGt  the  offer  which  you  will  have  made, 
other  than  tbe  hope  of  inducing,  on  the  part  of 
Prance,  a  perseverance  in  her  irritating  policj 
toward  the  United  Slale*^,  and  on  tbe  part  of  th« 
latter  hostile  resentments  against  it. 

If  the  British  Government  should  hare  elected 
tbe  more  wise  and  more  worthy  course  of  meet- 
ing the  avertare  of  the  President  in  the  spirit 
which  dictated  it,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  measures 
will  have  been  taken  in  concert  with  you,  and 
through  its  Minister  here,  for  hastening  as  inueli 
as  possible  the  renewal  of  the  intercourse  which 
Ibe  orders  ahd  the  embargo  have  suspended ;  and 
thereby  smoothing  the  way  for  otnar  saluiarf 
adjustments. 

It  appears  that  the  -British  Government,  not 
satisfied  with  the  general  blockade  by  her  orders 
of  November  U,  has  superadded  a  {Mriieular 
blockade,  or  rather  a  diplomatic  notification  of  an 
intended  one,  of  Copenhagen,  and  the  other  powta 
in  the  island  of  Zealand  (  that  is  to  say,  a  striot 
and  legal  blockade  of  the  whole  island.  The 
island  cannot  be  much  less  than  two  hundred 
miles  in  iu  outline,  and  i*  described  as  aboundiof 
in  inlets.  It  is  not  probable,  therefore,  if  it  M 
possible,  that  a  blockade,  within  the  true  defini- 
tion, should  he  carried  into  effect.  And  as  all  da- 
feetive  blockades,  whether  so  in  the  disproportion 
of  force  to  the  object,  or  in  the  mode  of  ootifien- 
tion,  will  authorize  fair  claims  of  indemnifica- 
tion, it  is  the  more  neceenry  that  guarded  answers 
should  be  given  ia  such  eases  as  heretofore  sug- 
gested. 

Since  iho  British  order  of evidently  in- 
viting our  citizens  to  violate  the  laws  of  our  coun- 
try, by  patronizing  on  the  high  seas  iheir  vessels 
desiitoie  of  registers  and-other  necessary  papers, 
and  therefore  necessarily  amugglers  if  not  pirates, 
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the  circular  lelirr  of  Mr.  HuskiKroo  bus  mode  iia 
■ppearaDce,  in  which  thrUniird  Siaieiarenamfd 
at  aloDB  within  ihe  parview  of  ih«  order.  A 
more  eziraordiDary  exprrimfot  i^  perhap*,  not 
to  be  found  in  ibe  anniU  of  modern  irantaeiionii. 
It  i>  IrTclled,  moreover,  agaioRt  a  naiioo  towards 
which  friendship  li  profeiveJ,  at  well  as  a^sinat 
a  law  the  juitiee  aod  validiiy  of  which  ii  doi 
eoptniied  ;  and  it  seisihe  odiou*  nainple,  ia  ihr 
fiKe  of  ihe  world,  direcily  inopnotitioD  to  all  the 

C'lciples  which  ihe  Briiinb  OuTernmcDi  his 
D  proetaiminff  to  it.  What  bfcoaie*  of  the 
flfaifge  agaiost  Hie  Uoited  States  forrMeiviBg 
Britiib  subjects  who  leate  their  own  couniry, 
eonirarr  to  ibeir  allrgiancel  Wbai  would  be 
the  charge  agaiMl  ibem  if  they  were,  br  procla- 
marioD,  to  inrita  Briiith  labjecli.  ibose  too  ei- 
prctsJy  and  panicnlarty  prohibited  from  leariag 
their  cottnirj,  (o  riude  tha  probibiiion;  or  io 
tempt,  by  iaierested  iitdticemeiMs,  a  smugrftiiog 
vitJatJon  oi  evasioB  of  tawi,  on  wbicb  Great  ftii- 
ain  founds  so  maicrial  a  part  of  her  national  pol- 
icyl  In  the  midst  of  *o  naoy  more  imporiant 
t«picB  of  dl«atisfae(ioB,ihis  may  not  be  worth  a 
iormal  repreiantatioa.  But  fi  will  not  be  itniss 
to  let  that  OoTcrnnient  undefitaod  the  lisht  in 
vhieh  the  proeeeding  is  regarded  by  this.  1  hare 
already  toacbed  on  it  to  Mr.  Brskine,  with  an 
isiimatien  that  I  sboutd  doi  omit  Id  iimy  obser- 
Talioa*  to  yoD. 

The  French  decree,  *iid  to  hare  been' inaed  at 
fiayOBBe,  has  not  yet  rtached  ihio  country.  8nch 
a  decree,  at  such  a  time,  has  a  Bcrioos  aspect  on 
Ihe  relaiians  of  tbc  two  coootries,  and  will  form 
B  heavy  Item  id  onr  devaands  of  redress.  It  ii 
much  10  be  regretied,  at  the  seme  time,  that  any 
oC  our  vessels,  by  neglecting  to  retnrn  home,  and 
Goofoiming  lo  the  arbitrary  KgulalioOs  of  one 
belligerent,  ihouM  expose  themselves  to  the  arbi- 
trary proceeding*  of  another.  So  slroog  and 
general  an  indignation  Mem*  particularly  to  pre- 
vail here  against  the  Anerlean*  in  Eorope,  who 
are  trading  under  British  licenses,  and  thereby 
MorificiDg,  U  far  as  ihey  can,  the  independence 
of  their  Gonntry,  a*  well  as  frusiraling  the  laws 
which  were  intended  to  guard  American  vessels 
and  mariners  from  thedangers  incident  to  fordgn 
aommerce,  that  ttieir  conlinniDee  in  tbat  career 
ought  to  be  frowned  upon,  and  ibcir  retaro  home 
|ramated  in  every  proper  manner.  It  appears,  by 
laformaiion  from  oar  Consnl  at  Tangier,  that 
gtcat  nnmbcrs  of  our  vessels  are  engaged-  in  a 
trade  between  Great  Britain  and  Spanish  ports, 
under  lieenaesfrom  the  former,  aad  that  the  ex- 
^imcnt  proves  aa  onsucccssful  as  it  is  dishon- 
maUe;  the  greater  part  of  iheoi  being  either 
wrested   in   pott,   or   by   French   and   Spaniib 


Bitract— Mr.  Pinknay  to  Mr.  Hadison. 

LenDON,  Ai^val  4,  180a. 

The  Sl  Miehaal    arrived   at   Falmouth,  on 

Thursday  the  14th  of  laii  month,  after  a  passage 

of  eight  days  from  L'OrUnt.    Captain  KenyoD 

delivered  me  oa  WedAnday  the  SOtb,  (upon  m^ 


arrival  in  town  from  Brightoa,  where  1  bad  been 
for  a  short  line  od  account  of  my  health,)  yoar 
letter*  of  the  30tb  April,  and  your  private  letter 
of  the  lit  of  May,  together  with  oewvpapera, 
primed  copies  of  ine  embargo  act,  aod  its  snpple- 
rnents,  and  of  paper*  )aii(  before  Con^freas  at  their 
last  session.  Mr.  Hall  brmght  me  a  letter  from 
Qeneral  ArmstroDgof  theSeth  of  Janei  (of  which 
I  send  an  eziraci,}  and  Mr.  Upson  brongbt  me  a 
iwivaie  Iriiet  frtito  hioi,  with  the  following  pat- 
script  of  the  1st  of  July:  "An  order  has  been 
receised  from  Bayonne  to  condemn  eight  ubei 

On  Friday,  tbe  22d  of  July,  I  hati  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Canning,  and  renewed  mjr  efforts  ro  oh- 
taia  a  revocation  of  ihe  Briiisfa  orders  of  Janoarjr 
and  November,  1807,  aad  of  the  oiker  orders  de- 
pendent upon  tbem.  1  have  already  infonned 
yon,  in  my  private  letter  of  tbe  39ifa  of  Jane, 
that,  on  the  morning  erf'  its  date^  I  had  a  long 
eonversation  with  Mr.  Canning,  which  had  ren- 
dered it  Eomeirl>Bi  probaUe  that  the  object  men- 
tioned in  your  letter  of  ibe  30ib  of  ApriJJ  of 
which  I  bad  received  a  duplicate  by  the  paefco,) 
would  be  aecemplished,  if  I  should  aothofise  th« 
espectaiion  which  that  letter  suggntaibat  that 
(ome  days  must  elapse  before  I  could  sptikwith 
any  tbinlg  like  certainty  on  the  snbjeci;  and  \ 
have  mentioned  in  another  private  letter  (of  tha 
lOih  of  July)  thai  it  was  nadersiood  betweeaMr. 
Canningand  myself  thai  anolher  in  terviewshoold 
lake  place  soon  after  the  prorogation  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  effect,  however,  Mr.  Caoning  was  not 
prepared  lo  see  me  again,  until  the  224  of  July, 
after  I  had  been  retailed  to  London  by  the  arri- 
val of  Ihe  St.  Michael,  and  bad,  in  consequence, 
reminded  him  of  Oar  arrangein'eiit  by  s  private 

In  the  interview  of  the  39lh  of  June,  I  soon 
found  it  necessary  to  tbtow  out  an  intinaiioii 
that  the  power  vested  in  Ihe  Prei>ideat  by  Cos' 
gresB,  to  saspend  the  embargo  act  and  its  sapple- 
menls,  would  be  exercised,  as  regarded  Great 
Britain,  if  their  orders  were  repealed  as  regarded 
ihe  United  States.  To  have  urged  the  i evoca- 
tion upon  tbe  mere  ground  of  strict  policy,  or  of 
general  right,  and  there  to  have  left  tbe  subject, 
when  I  was  authorized  lo  have  placed  it  Dpoa 

rounds  infinitely  stronger,  would  have  been,  ki 
appeared  to  me,  to  stop  short  of  my  duiy- 
YourlHlers  to  Mr,  Erskinerwhich  Mr.Cannisg 
has  read  and  considered)  bad  ezhatraied  the  first 
of  these  grounds;  and  endless  diseussiona  hen, 
in  every  variety  of  form,  in  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment, had  exhausted  ihesecond.  Thero  wa3,'l>B- 
sidei,  no  objection  of  any  ferce  to  nly  nvailing 
myself,  without  dvlay,  of  the  powerful  induea-  ' 
inents  wbicb  the  iniiniaiioD'  in  question  was 
libely  to  furaieh  lo  Great  BritainioaTjandon  her 
late  s}^tem  ;  and  it  seemed  to  be  certain  that,  bf 
delaying  to  present  these  inducemanls  to  Mr. 
Canning's  consideraiionj  I  ^onld  not  only  low 
much  lime,  but  finally  give  to  my  condact  a  di*- 
tngenuooi  air,  wliieb,  while  it  must  be  foreign  to 
the  views  and  scoiimests  of  the  Prtsident,  could 
bardjy  fail  to  make  a  letf  unfavarBUe  impres- 
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sioD  Dpon  ibe  tBiods  of  Mr.  CanDingund  hra  col- 
Ingueg.  I  Ihought,  nio»0T«r,  thai  if  I  should 
leserTe  ibe  sUggi^Mion  for  n  ]ale  ilage  nfour  dis- 
eunioDH,  it  would  be  made  ru  wear  ihe  appear- 
aoce  of  a  concesBion  reluctaally  extorted,  rather 
than  of,  wtiat  it  was,  tbe  iponianeons  result  of 
Ihe  cbaraeieristic  fraakness  anil  honorabla  policy 


ofc 


irGoTi 


Tbe  intimRtioQODceinadp,!  complete  develop* 
meot  of  tta  natural  consequeaeea,  ifproperly  acted 
anon,  followed  of  course ;  aod,  taking  attraotage 
onhe  laliiade  afforded  by  the  infbrmal  natore  of 
a  mere  conTersBiioD,  I  endeavored  to  make  that 
developmeut  as  siroo^  ao  appeal  as,  coasist- 
ently  with  truib  and  bonor,  I  eooid  (and  tb ere 
was  DO  oecewity  to  do  more)  To  the  justice  Bad 
Ihe  prudeoce  of  this  OoTernment. 

It  was  not  possible,  however,  ibal Mr.  Canning 
could  require  to  be  assisted  by  my  ei plana lioas.' 
It  was  plain, upon  their  own  princijiles,  that  they 
couhl  not  equitably  persevere  io  their  Orders  in 
Council,  upon  the  foundation  of  an  imputed  ac- 
quiescence, on  our  part,  in  French  invasinns  of 
our  neutral  rights,  when  it  was  become  (if  it  was 
Dot  always)  apparent  that  this  imputation  was 
completely  and'  id  all  respects  an  errorj  when  it 
was  roBnifett'  that  these  orders,  by  lettio^  loose 
upon  out  rights  a  more  desirucilve  and  offensive 
persecntioQ  than  it  wan  in  the  power  of  France 
to  maintain,  iDlerposed  betwaen  us  and  France, 
furntHhed  answers  to  oar  remonstrances  against 
her  decrees  and  pretexts  for  those  decrees,  and 
atood  in  (he  way  of  that  very  resistance  which 
Qreat  Britain  affected  to  inculcate,  as  a  duty,  at 
the  motnent  when  she  was  taking  the  most  effec- 
tual measures  to  embarrass  and  confouod  it ;  and 
when  it  was  also  manifest  that  a  revocation  of 
those  orders  would,  if -not  attended  or  followed  by 
a  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  France,  place  un.at 
issue  witb  that  Power,  and  resnlt  in  a  precise 
opposition,  by  the  U.aited  Slates,  to- such  parts  of 
Iheanti-commercialedictsasitbeeameusiorepel. 
In  B  prndeolial  view,  my  eiplaaalions  seemed 
sliU  less  10  be  required.  Nolhmg  could  be  more 
clear  than  th&t,  if  Qreal  Briuia  revoked  her  or- 
ders, and  entitled  bei^elf  to  a  saspension  of  tbe 
embargo,  her  object,  (if  it  were  anything  short  of 
tbe  establishment  and  practical  support  of  an  et- 
clusive  dominion  over  ihc  seas)  must,  in  some 
mode  or  other,  be  aecompUsfaeif,  whether  Prance 
followed  her  example  or  not.  la  the  first  case 
the  avowed  purpose  of  the  Briiisii  orders  would 
be  fulfilled,  and  commerce  would  resume  its  ac- 
eueiomed  prosperity  and  expansion.  In  the  last, 
the  just  resistance  of  the  United  States  (more 
effiisacious  than  that  of  tbe  British  orders)  to 
French  irregular  it  ies  and  aggressions,  would  be 
left  to  its  fait  operation,  (and  it  was  impossible  to 
mistake  tbe  eonseqaeac«i,)  while  ths  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Briiaio,  being  revived,  would  open  the  way 
for  a  return  to  good  underalandin^.  and,  in  the 
eod,  for  tn  adjustment  of  all  their  differences. 

On  chft29(h  of  July  1  met  Mr.  Canning  again, 
•nd  was  soon  apprized  that  oar  discussion^  if 
comifwed  u  aU,  must  take  a  new  form.    . 


These,  and  many  other  reflections  of  a  similar 
tendency,  which  I  forbear  t«  repeat,  eould  not 
have  escaped  the  penetration  of  Mr.  Canring,  if 
ihey  had  not  bero  suggested  to  him  in  consider- 
able detail.  But  whatever  might  be  their  influ- 
ence upon  his  mind,  he  certainly  did  not  pro- 
nounce any  opinion  ;  and  what  he  said  consisted 
principally  of  inquiries,  with  a  view  to  a  mor« 
accurate  comprehension  of  my  purpose.  He 
asked  ifl  thought  of  taking  a  more  formal  conie«' 
than  I  was  now  pursuing;  but  immediately  re- 
marked ihat  he  presumed  I  did  not,  for  that  ih» 
course  1  had  adopted  was  undoubtedly  well  suitetl 
10  ibe  occasion.  1  told  him  that  I  was  so  en- 
tirely persuaded  that  tbe  freedom  of  conversation 
was  so  much  belter  adapted  to  the  nature  of  oar 
subject,  an  J*  so  much  more  likely  to  coadact  us 
to  a  beneScial  result,  than  the  constraint  and  for- 
mality of  written  communication,  which  usually 
grew  into  protracted  discussion,  and  always  pro- 
duced embarrassment  when  there  was  anylhlnr 
of  delicacy  in  the  topics,  that  I  had  not  iatendra 
to  present  any  note. 

This  interview  (in  the  progreisof  which  other 
points  were  incidentally  touched  upon)  did  not 
auihorize  any  very  confldent  opinion  that  Mr. 
Canning  approved  of  what  had  been  suggested  to, 
him;  and  still  less  could  il  warrant  any  antlai- 
pation  of  the  final  opinion  of  his  Governmeai, 
But  the  manner  in  which  my  comntunicatioa 
was  received,  and  the  readiness  shown  by  Mr.- 
Canniog  to  proceed  m  the  mode  which  Was  pe- 
culiarly favoTable  to  my  object^  connected  with' 
the  reasonableness  of  the  object  itself,  in daeed  m* 
lo  ibink  it  rather  probable  that  ibe  issue  would  b» 
aalisfaetory. 

The  interview  of  the  2Sd  of  July  was  far  from 
produciofi  anything  of  an  unpromising  complex- 
ion. 1  urged  again  much  of  what  had  been  said 
at  the  last  conference,  and  suggested  such  fur- 
ther CODS  id  era  I  ions  as  had  sibce  occurred  to  loe 
in  support  of  my  demand.  Mr.  Canning  was  still 
much  more  reserved  than  I  had  hoped  to  find  him^ 
after  so  much  time-had  been  taken  for  delibera- 
tion }  but,  from  all  that  passed,  I  was  more  than^ 
ever  iaclined  to  believe  that  the  orders  would  be 
relinqnished.  He  seemed  now  to  be  eitremelf 
desirous  of  ascertaining  whether  I  was  authorized 
and  disposed,  with  a  view  to  a  final  arrangement) 
to  present  what  I  had  suggested,  as  to  tne  aus. 

rasion  of  the  embargo,  in  a  more  pretnse  ^ape. 
told  him,  after  same  conversation  upon  tbia 
point,  that,  although  1  would  prefer  that  course 
whicn  was  the  least  formal,  yet,  if  everything 
should  be  Grsi  matured.  I  might  be  able  to  com- 
bine, with  a  written  demand  that  their  orders 
should  be  repealed,  such  an  assurance  at  I  had 
already  mentioned,  ihat  the  embargo  would  be 
suspended  ;  but  that  I  would  consider  of  this  wiib 
reference  to  the  manner  and  terms.  He  then  ob- 
served^  Ihat  I  would  perhaps  allcw  him  a  little 
time  to  reflect  wheiber'  he  would  put  me  lo  tbe 
necessity  of  pteientino'  such  a  paper ;  and,  upotf 
my  assenting  lo  this,  l>e  said  that  he  would  giv» 
me  another  appointment  towards  tbe  end  ih  IbJi 
followli^  week.    As  I-wa*  on  tbe  point  of  leav- 
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tag  tkim,  he  asteil  me  if  I  would  eadeiTor  lo  pre- 
pare, before  ihe  oexi  interTJeir,  luch  a  noie  ss 
we  had  ulbeJ  of;  but  he  bad  K&rcely  made  ihia 

nposal  before  he  added,  "but  you  will,  doubt- 
,  desire  first  lo  kuovr  what  are  our  ideas  and 
liuteiitiona  upoD  the  whole  subject." 

Oa  ihe^Qtb  of  July  I  met  Mr.  Canniag  again, 
sndwas  sooD  apprized  ihat  our  discustions,  if 
continued^  must  labe  a  new  form.  He  began  by 
inquiring  if  I  had  received  any  inielligence  of  a 
late  aSair  on  the  Lakes,  which  had  caui>ed  ^reat 
■larm  and  anxiety  aoioDg  the  British  traders.and 
«f  which  ao  account  had  just  been  put  into  bis 
hands.  He  then  read,  very  rapidly,  froic  a  letter, 
-appaieoily  written  io  Caoada,  a  complaiat  of  an 
attack  upon  eome  British  boats,  io  TioJation  of 
th«  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794,  and  ob- 
-served  that  this  was  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as 
it  followed  some  recent  misunderataudings  in  the 
Bajr  of  Fassamaquoddy.  I  told  him  that  I  bad 
no  intelligence,  official  or  private,  of  these  traos- 
actions,  which  be  would  perceive  look  place  upon 
our  borders,  at  a  great  distance  frooi  the  seat  of 
Oorernmenl,  and  thai  of  course  1  could  o°ly  ei- 

eress  my  conviction  that  the  OoTernmeot  of  the 
'ailed  Statea  would  disavow  whatever  was  rin- 
proper  in  the  conduct  of  in  agents,  and  would  in 
other  respects  ac<  as  good  faith  and  honor  re- 
quired. 

Tbis  matter  being  disposed  of,  Mr.  Canning 
said  that  he  had  thought  long  and  aoxioasly  upon 
what  I  bad  luggeaied  lo  him  at  oiit  late  confer- 
ences;  that  the  subject  bad  at  first  struck  him  as 
much  more  simple  and'  free  from  difficulty  than 
upon  careful  examiaalioo  it  was  found  to  be; 
Ihat,  in  the  actual  state  of  the  world,  it  behooved 
both  him  and  me  to  move  in  this  aflair  with 
every  possible  degree  of  circumspection,  an  inti- 
mation  which  he  did  not  explain  i  that,  without 
•ome  explicit  proposal  on  my  part,  in  writing, 
upon  which  the  Brillsh  Ooveroment  could  de- 
tioeraie  and  act,  nothing  could  b«  doae:  and, 
finally,  that  he  must  leave  me  lo  conauit  my 
own  diaeretioD  whether  I  would  make  such  a 
proposal. 

I  answered  that,  with  such  a  previous  under- 
standing between  ua  as  I  had  counted  upon,  I 
should  feel  DO  objeclioa  lo  lake  oi;casion  to  say, 
in  an  official  note  requiring  ihe  revocation  of 
iheir  Orders  in  Council,  that  the  orders  being  re- 
scinded at  to  us,  it  was  the  ioiention  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  suspend  the  embargo  as  to  Great  Britain  ; 
but  that  I  expected  to  be  told,  before  my  note  was 
presented,  what  would  be  the  reply  to  il,  and 
what  its  coniequences  in  every  direction  ;  anil 
ibat  I  could  not  conjecture,  if  it  was  really  meant 
to  acquiesce  in  my  demand,  (the  exact  nature  of 
it  being,  in  point  of  fact,  understood  by  this  Qov- 
crnmeni  just  as  well  as  if  it  bad  been  made  in 
writing,)  or  if  more  time  than  had  already  been 
afforded  was  required  for  deliberation,  why  it 
was  necessary  Ihat  I  should,  in  the  last  case,  take 
the  step  in  question  at  all,  or,  in  the  first  case, 
without  being  frankly  apprized  of  the  e^et  it 
would  produce. 

Mr.  Caoning  replied  thai  my  wish  in  ibis  par- 


ticular could  not  be  aceed«d  to;  thai,  if  I  pn- 
seoted  a  note,  they  must  be  left  at  perfect  liberty 
to  decide  upon  what  it  proposed;  that  be  could 
not  give  me  even  an  intimation  of  the  pral«ble 
consequences  of  it;  andgjoa  word,  that  be  would 
neither  invite  nor  discourage  siicn  a  proeeeding. 
He  observed,  loo,  that  there  were  some  poioti  be- 
longing to  the  subject  which  il  was  necessary  to 
discuss  in  writing  j  that  my  suggestions  impiltd 
that  the  embargo  was  producaf  by  the  Briiiik 
Orders  in  Council ;  that  ibis  could  not  be  idaiii- 
ledi  and  llial  there  were  other  quesilaDsiDcidnil 
to  ihese  two  measures,  with  the  examinsiion  of 
which  it  was  proper  to  begin  upon  an  occaiioo 
like  the  preneot.  1  remarked,  in  answer,  ihai, 
with  an  actual  result  io  view, and  with  awabn 
arrive  at  that  result  without  delay,  nolfain^cDiiM 
be  worse  imagined  than  lo  entangle  otirHlrri  io 
a  wrilien  correspondence,  undeSoed  *i  Id  its 
scope  and  duration,  upon  lopics  oo  wfaiek  we 
were  not  likely  to  agree;  that  if  I  were  eom- 
pelled  lo  frame  my  note,  with  a.  knowing  ikit 
Il  was  to  provoke  art^untent,  instead  of  leading  at 
this  momentous  crisis  to  a  salutary  change  ia  ibe 
stale  of  the  world,  he  must  be  consciau  that  I, 
100,  must  argue,  and  that  I  could  not  jusiif;  it  to 
my  GoveToinent  to  abstain  from  a  complete  at- 
scrilon  of  all  its  pretensions,  and  a  full  exposure 
of  the  true  character  of  ih'ose  acisof  whieh  it 


quence  could  il  lead  7 

My  remaks  having  no  effect,  t  tnade  a  fnribei 
slight  attempt  to  ascertain  the  reception  which 
my  note  would  meet  with,  if  I  should  deicrmiae 
to  present  one.  This  attempt  failed;  but  I  be- 
lieved it  to  be  apparent  that,  if  any  other  conse- 
quence than  mere  discussion  should  fallow  the 
receipt  of  my  note,  il  would  be  al  a  great  diilance. 

At  the  close  of  the  conference  I  observed,  iba^ 
as   the  footing  upon   which   this   interview  iiad 

E laced  this  subject  made  delay  of  oo  itaporitnce^ 
should  lake  time  to  prepare  such  futtber  pro- 
ceeding as  might  appear  to  me  lo  be  reqaired  by 


I  ought  10  tiientioo  that  I  give  yoa  in  this  let- 
ter the  substance  only  of  Ihe  conversation  which 
it  states,  and  that  there  was  notbiiu:  in  any  de- 
gree iiofriendly  in  the  language  or  manner  of  Mr. 
Canning.  I  need  not  say  that  I  thought  it  By 
duty  to  adopt  the  same  tone  and  niBnoer. 

My  desire  to  send  a  duplicate  of  this  faasiy  let- 
ter by  the  packet  induces  me  to  defer,  until  ■«• 
other  oppoitunily,  all  reflections  upon  the  luia 
'bich  this  affdir  has  taken. 

As  there  is  now  no  occasion  for  detaining  ikc 

t.  Michael,  she  will  be  dispaiched  iwaediauli 
for  L'OiienU 


Extract— General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Pinkoey. 

Paris,  June  86,  ISOS 

The  St.  Michael  arrived  at  L'Orient  osit 

1st  instanr,  and  the  Qorerpment  i 
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-     Pirii  on  the  6ih.     A  panpoTt  for  th^reaaelto 
Falmouib,  BiKi  thence  lo  L'Otieni  again,  was  iin> 
mediBtety  requested,  but  one  in  ibis  fvim  eoutd 
;     onlf  be  f  ranted  by  order  of  the  Emperur,  and 
thiswM   ROt  ffiren   uolil   the  ISlh.     These  cir- 
,     cnmsiBBCrs  will  account  for  tbe  long  deientioD 
I     of  your  despatches.    We  hiTe  reason  lo  regret 
that  the  views  of  our  OorernmeDt,  founded  do 
the  jastiee  «nd  wiidomofihebelligereDl  Powers, 
,     ire  so  liiile  likelr  lt>  succeed.    Atieinpis  of  this 
,     character  made  here  (and  ihey  have  not  beeo 
,     unfrequcDi)  have   hitherto   dooe  do  good;  uny, 
the  repelitioQ  of  ibese  may  be  fairly  presumed  to 
,     have  done  mischief,  inasmuch  be  it  has  tended  to 
estaUish  a   creed,  ibal  words,  in  some  form  or 
other,  are  the  only  means  We  hare  lo  employ. 
The  Preach  Council  of  Prizes,  whieh  is,  I  am 
,     told,  as  like  the  English  Court  of  AdmirHity  as 
one  egK  is  like  another,  has  lately  begun  Its  career 
of  condemnation.    Between  the  Isl  and  15th  io- 
■lant,  S  re  cases  have  been  decided,  and  I  aia  as- 
sured that  orders  have  been  received  from  Bsy- 
onne  for  condemning  all  American  cases  "en 
bloc."     What  has  impended  the  axe  sinca  the 
15lh,  we  can   but  conjecture.     It  may  be   pre- 
sumed'tbat  the  reflections  of  the  Spanisli  jama 
on  the  noliijcal  and  other  relations  aubsiitiar  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States,  tbrodgh  the 
medium  of  tbe  colonies,  may  have  produced-ihii 
pause.  That  it  is  not  owing  to  any  conqneal  which 
good  principles  have  obtained  over  bad  ones,  is 
certain..    Are  things  any  better  on  ybar  side  the 
ehanoel  7  Ac. 

Hr.  Knkney  to  Hr.  Msduon. 

LoKDON,  September  6,  1808. 
I  have  an  npportunity  of  writing  by  Mr.  Be- 
ibune,  who  leaves  town  lo-morrow  for  Fslmouih, 
to  embark  for  the  United  Slates  in  the  British 
packet,  and  I  eannot  omit  to  take  advantige  of 
II,  allhoD^h  1  have  stih  nothing  codcIuav 
eommuDieale. 

The  Hope  arrived  off  Falmouth  and  landed 
Mr.  Atwaleron  the  16th  of  last  manth,  and  im- 
>    mediately  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Havre, 
I    with  K  fair  winS.    Mr.  AlWater  arrived  in  Lon- 
don oa  the  20tb,  in.tbe  evening,  and  delivered 
I    yonr  letter  of  the  ISih  of  July. 

My  public  leUer  of  tbe  4th  of  August  will  have 
■  apprized  yon  of  the  footing  on  whieh  my  differ- 
ent interviews  with  Mr.  Canning  left  tbe  subjrct 
'.  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  and  my  private 
I  letter  of  the  3d  of  that  month  will  have  made 
yon  acquainted  with  my  intenlion  to  present,  ir 
,  an  official  note,  what  I  had  ineffectually  suggest 
.    ed  ID  conference. 

Ta  such  a  course  there  could  not,  even  in  the 

first  instance,  have  been  any  oiber  objection  tham 

ihatit  was  caleultted  to  lead  lo  discussion  rather 

,    than  to  adjtMtmentj  but  whatever  might  be  iu 

tendency,  it  is  certain  that  1  could  have  no  in< 

;   ducement  lo  reiori  to  it,  until  it  was  indicated  by 

Mr.  Canning  as  indiipeosable,  nor  nny  moli 
'-   decline  it  aninwards. 

At  onr  iu(  inteiview,  aod  nM  before,  it  wu 


unexpectedly  found  that  it  was  in  that  mode  only 
that  I  eoutd  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  light  in' 
which  Ibis  Government  thought  fie  lo  view  the 
I  bad  been  directed  to  make  to  it,  and  [ 
Tmined,  in  consequence,  to  Jay  before  it,  in 
ting,  the  intention  of  the  President,  with  the 
e  traoknes)  which  had  cbaTscierized  my  ver- 
bal eommun.caiioas. 

w  the  honor  In  traMmil  a  copy  of 
ich,  in  conformity  with  ihtl  deter- 
mination, I  delirered  in  person  lo  Mr.  Canning, 
he  S6th  of  last  month,  a  few.  days  after  its 
date.  To  this  note  lio  answer  has  yet  been  re- 
turned, but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  it  will  not 
be  mach  longer  withheld. 

You  will  perceive  that  some  time  had  elapsed 
Lfier  I  had  sent  off  my  despatches  by  tbe  Si.  Mi- 
chael (the  Sih  nf  August)  before  my  note  was 
presented.  The  truth  is,  that  I  bad  employed  a 
dart  of  that  lime  in  framing  a  note  of  great 
length,  whith,  when  nearly  completed,  1  thought 

prudent  (o  abandon,  in  favor  of  oite  ibat  held 
out  ffwer  iovilalions  to  unproGtibie  discussions, 
which,  although  I  would  not  shun  them  if  pressed 
upon  me,  I.did  not  suppose  it  proper  that  Iibould 
leek. 

1  believed,  too,  Ibat  a  little  delay  on  my  part 
would  be  far  from  being  disadvaDiageouf.  There 
would  still  be  snfficient  lime  for  obiaining  a  final 
answer  to  ray  proposal,  in  season  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress;  and  bs  the  temper  of  Ibis  Qovern- 
ment,  so  far  as  it  had  been  tried,  had  not  appeared 
to  be  favorable  to  my  purpose,  1  believed  that  1 
should  act  in  the  spint  nf  my  tnslractioDs,and 
consult  the  honor  of  my  Qovernment,  by  avoid- 
ing, under  sutih  circumstances,  the  appearance  of 
orgcBcy  and  precipitBtioD. 

Upon  the  terms  or  general  plan  of  my  note  it 
is  not,  I.  hope,  necessary  ts  remark.  To i(  will 
discover  thai  it  was  prepnred  under  b  persuasion 
that,  whitevbr  might  be  its  effect,  it  wa*  inSnite- 
.ly  better  lo  make  Tl  as  conciliatorv  as,  withoot  a 
sBcrificB  of  principle  or  national  dignity,  was 

The  topics  to  be  embraced  by  it  were  such  as 
did  not  demand,  bnt  rather  forbade,  minute  expo- 
sitions. While  it  was  difficult  ,10  urge,  in  their 
full  force,  without  seeming  -to  aim  at  ezci(io|[  s 
dispoiilinn  unfriendly '  to  the  object  of  my  m- 
sttuetionii,  all  the  considerations  which  jusiiBed 
the  United  SiaKs  in  remonsiraiing  against  the 
British  orders,  it  was  yet  more  difficnit,  without 
a  degive  of  harshness  scarcely  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  without  also  the  hazard  of  indiscretion,  ' 
to  display  in  detail  the  signal  injustice  and  im- 
policy of  persevering  in  them,  after  what  I  had 
proposed.  This  could  be  done,  and  had  been  , 
done,  in  conversation  ;  but  it  did  not,  upon  trial, 
appear  to  be  equally  practicRble  in  the  more  for- 
mal and  measured  proceedings  which  I  was  now 
called  upon  to  adopt. 

I  considered,  besides,  that  an  overture  so  high- 
ly advantageous  to  Oreat  Briuin,  which  the 
United  States  were  not  bound  to  make  by  any 
obligatioBS  of  eqaiiy,  although  it  was  wise  to 
make  it,  did  aol  require,  with  any  view  tn  the 
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character  or  my  eouniry,  or  evn  to  itte  sncem 
of  the  ovBTiure  iticlf,  to  be  agaia  recommeciifd 
by  8D  aniiouB  repeiiijon  of  irgunieiiis  already 
fully  underslood. 

As  MOD  a*  my  Dote  wa*  prepared,  I  called  al 
tbe  Foreign  Office  to  arrange  bd  interview  with 
Mr.  CaoDiBg.  fur  the  purpose  of  enublioK  me  to 
accompany  ibe  delivery  oi'  it  with  a  eommuniea' 
tion  wmch  I  deeiocd  iaipoTtaot,  ai  well  ai  of  at- 
fording  him  an  opportuniiy  of  ashiog  and  re> 
eeiving  luoh  explanatioDi  as  fae  might  desi[~ 
The  interview iiook  place  On  the  2«lh  a(  Aogu: 

It  bad  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper 
(and  conlJ  not  be  injuriuoa)  to  read  to  Mr.  Cao- 
uing,  from  yaur  letter  to  me  of  the  I81I1  of  July, 
a  brief  nummary  of  the  insirBciioai  under  which 
I  was  aciiDg.  Tbii  had  nut  beeit  requeued,  but 
ii  could  sot  be  uaaecepiaUf)  and  it  was,  beaidea, 
well  calculated  to  do  justice  to  the  liberal  leDli- 
meau  by  which  my  intlructioat  had  b^a  dicta- 
ted, ai  well  as  to  give  weight  to  my  efforts  ia  ibe 
ezeeotioa  of  them. 

I  was  led,  by  the  reading  of  these  pwsages, 
(without  hariog  originally  inieoded  it.)  into 
mora  ezteoiive  exptaiiation  than  I  had  before  * 
tempted  of  the  iDflue.iee  which  the  propoial'of 
my  OovernmeDB  would  bare  in  truth,  as  well  as 
ia  the  judgment  of  lb*  woHd,  upon  the  supposed 
itisiiee  of^their  new  systeta,  as  it  affected  the 
United  Sutet.  To  that  exftUaatioa,  with  the 
particulars  of  which  I  will  not,  and  indeed,  for 
want  of  time,  cannot,  at  present  trouble  you,  I 
added  a  concise  recapiEutsiion  of  aome  of  the 
prudeotial  conaideraiioas  which  had  beeti  so  often 
prened  before,  and  there  I  left  the  lubiect. 

1  am,  dtc.,  WM.  PiNKNEY. 

[Endoaed  in  the  preeeiEng  dMpitch.J 
Mr.  Pinkncf  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Qbeat  Cdhbbsland  Pi^gb, 
Augut  23,  ISOa. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor,  in  consequence  of 
the  orders  of  the  President,  (o  recall  your  alien- 
tiun,  in  the  courae  of  aeferal  recent  laierriewa^ 
lo  (he  BriXish  Orders  iti'Conilcil  of  the  7th  nf 
January,  ond'llth  of  November,  1807,  and  to  ihi 
Tarious  other  orders  founded  upoo  or  in  exec u 
tioD  of  them,  and  I  now  take  the  liberty  to  re 
Dew,  in  the  mode  which  I  hare  understood  to  be 
indispensable,  my  instances  on  that  subject. 

I  need  scarcely  remiod  yon.  sir,  that  the  Got- 
erament  of  the  Uaiced  Btaies  baa  neier  ceased  10 
consider  these  orders  as  vidaiing  its  rights,  and 
affecting  nioM  deslrnclively  its  inieretta,  upOD 
grounds  wholly  inadmissible,  both  in  priaeipJe 
tuid  fact. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Erskine,  of 
the  20th  and  29th  of  March,  1807,  produced  by 
the  official  communication  of  that  Minister  of 
the  order  of  the  7th  of  Jaooary,  and  the  atuwerof 
Mf.  Madison  of  the  25th  oi  March,  1806,  lo  a 
like  ooramuuicatioD  of  the  orden  of  iha  LIth  of 
November,  contained  the  mostUirectreiaoBslraD- 
ees  Bgainit  lbs  system  which  these  orders  intro- 
duce and  ezecni^  siid  expresaad  tha  confidaM 


expectation  of  the  Preaideai  that  it  would  not  be 
persisted  in. 

That  ezpeetalioD  baa  not  yet  been  fulfilled, bat  it 
has,  not  withstanding,  not  been  relinquished-  The 
President  is  still  persuaded  that  ita  aceomplisb- 
-meni  will  resolt  from  a  earefuf  rerjew  by  His 
Majesiy's  QorcrnmeQi,  made  in  the  spirit  at 
moderation  and  equity,  of  the  facta  and  eooad- 
eratioDS  which  b^ong  to  the  oecasioD. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  recapitulate  in  this  note 
ihestalemeauaod  reasoninn  contained  ia  the 
above-mentionf  J  letters  of  Mr.  Madiaun  is  rap- 
nori  of  iha  claims  of  (be  Gk>rernment  of  iba 
United  Slatea,  that  the  Britfah  orders  be  revoked. 
I  content  myself  with  referring  to  those  letters 
for  proofs,  which  it  ia  not  necessary  to  rtpeti,  mad 
for  argumeait  which  I  could  Dot  hope  to  improve. 

But  there  are  explanaiioas  which  tiuxt  lettera 
do  not  contain,  and  which  it  ia  prapa  for  ma 
now  to  make.  Even  ihrse,  hnwcTer,  may  be  very 
briefly  giren,  sinoe  you  have  already  beta  made 
aeqaaioted,  in  our  late  coBvarsatims,  with  all 
their  bearings  and  details. 

These  eiplanatialis  go  to  show  that,  while 
every  motive  of  josiioe  ctinspiros  to  produce  a 
dispofiiioD  to  recall  iheorders  of  which  my  Gov- 
eminefll  complaiDa,!!  is  became  apparent  that 
even  their  professed  object  will  be  beat  aitaiaai 
by  their  re  vocation. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  state  10  yoa,  air,  that  it  was 
the  iaientioB  of  the  Presideoi,  ia  case  Oreat 
Britain  repealed  her  ordera  as  regarded  the  Oat- 
ted  States,  lo  exercise  the  power  vested  ia  him 
by  the  act  of  the  last  lession  of  Congress,  eati' 
ried  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  Preudtrni  of  ibe 
United  Slates,  under  certain  conditions,  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  sh]|»  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbwi 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  sopplemea- 
tary  acts  thereto,"  by  suspending  tbe.emfiai^ 
law  and  its  snppkmentsas  regards  Oreat  Briiaia. 

I  am  aoibotited  to  give  you  ibis  ■ssoraBco  in 
the  most  formal  manners  and  I  Irml  that,  upott 
impariial  inquiry,  it  will  be  found  tolewteno  in- 
ducement  to  perseverance  in  the  British  oideti, 
while  il  creates  the  most  powerful  indncemeota 
of  equity  and  policy  to  abandon  them. 

On  the  score  of  justice,  it  does  not  seem  possi- 
ble 10  mistake  the  footing  upon  which  ibis  over- 
ture places  the  subject,  and  I  venture  to  believe 
that  in  any  other  view  there  is  aa  little  room  for 
doobt. 

If,  as  I  propose,  yout  ordera  shotild  be  refcioded 
as  to  the  United  States,  and  onr  embargs  re- 
scinded as  to  Qrenl  Britaio,  the  effect  of  these 
airent  acts  will  be,  that  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse of  ibe  two  countries  will  be  imraedi- 
ilely  resumed  ;-  while,  if  FrRDce  should  adhere 
0  nwxtBs  and  eondtiet  derogatory  to  the  aeuinl 
tights  of  the  United  Stale*,  (ha  embirgo,  contiB- 
ling  as  to  her,  will  take  the  place  of  your  ordo^ 
LRd  lead,  with  an  efficacy  not  merely  eqDilio 
theirs,  but  probably  much  greater,  to  all  the  eoa- 
sequeaoes  that  ought  loruult  from  ifaem. 

On  (he  other  hand,  if  Fraaee  should  eoaeut  in 
faapeoling  (hose   rightSr  and  commerce   sboald 
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thus  regain  its  fair  imrauniiies,  and  the  law  of 
Dation*  Its  just  domuiion,  all  the  alleg^ed  parposes 
of  [be  Britlah  orders  will  hare  been  at  OQce 
fufilled. 

If  I  Torbear  to  pufMie  these  ideas  throujch  all 
the  illusiraiinns  of  which  ihey  are  BOjcpptible,  it 
is  because  the  personal  conferences  to  which  I 
have  before  alluded,  as  well  as  the  obvious  nature 
of  the  ideas  ibemselrp.s,  render  it  uoneceasafr- 

Icannotconelude  thisnote  without  expreisiae 
my  sincere  wish  that  what  I  have  now  su^ested^ 
in  eopforinity  with  the  liberal  sentltnents  and  ^n- 
ligbiencd  views  of  the  President,  majr  conirlbute, 
no!  only  to  t'eniaTe  the  taareira mediate  Obstacles 
to  Ibe  ordinary  iotercoarse  of  trade  between  your 
conairy  and  mine,  in  a  manner  cansittent  with 
the  honor  of  both,  but  to  prepare  the  wajf  for  a 
saiisractory  adjusiraem  of  every  qoestioD  impor- 
UDt  10  tbeir  future  friendship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &e., 

WILLIAM  PIMKNBY. 

Right  Hod.  Georoe  Cahnin(],  fc. 

Extract — Hr.  Piaknej  to  Mi.  Kadiwo. 

LoNDon,  aepientber  31, 1808. 

Dear  Sm :  The  Hope  arrived  at  Cowes,  from 
France,  on  the  13lh  iastani. 

Not  bavin^eard  from  Mr.  Canning,  nit hnogh 
he  returned  to  Lnndon  on  the  16lh,  I  called  again 
yesterday  at  Downing  street,  and  was  assured 
that  the  answer  (o  my  note  would  ba  sent  te- 
nigbl,  or  early  i»-morrow  morning,  Mr.  Alwater 
mil  of  course  be  able  lo  leave  town  on  Friday, 


British  paehet,  (but  do  not  believe  it,)  thai  there 
is  more  probability  than  I  had  aniidipated  that 
the  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portugal  (which 
ought  not  to  be  considered  as  deciding  anything) 
wiU  have  an  effect  on  public  opinion  in  America 
against  the  continuance  of  the  embargo,  and  fa- 
rorable  to  all  the  purposes  of  Great'  Britain.  If 
this  were  tme,  I  should  think  that  It  was  deeply 
10  be  lamented.  I  may  misunderstand  the  sub- 
ject, hot  I  caoDOt  persuade  myself  thai  anything 
ibat  has  happened  on  this  side  the  Aitantic  ought 
(0  induce  us  to  retreat  in  any  degree  from  our 
present  systeni. 

If  we  should  resolve  lo  trade  with  Spain  and 
Portugal  (Great  Britain  and  Feaoce  persisting  in 
iheir  orders  and  decrees)  in  any  way  lo  which 
Qreal  Britain  would  not  object,  we  must  suspend 
:he  embargo  as  to  those  countries  only,  or  a^  to 
;hose  countries  and  Great  Britain,  or  we  must 
repeal  it  altogether. 

The  temptation  to  the  first  of  these  courses  is, 
trea  in  a  commercial  sense,  inconsiderable;  the 
)bjectiona  to  it  endless.  The  object  to  be  gained 
[itao  more  was  gained  [ban  ought  to  be  gained) 
vould  be  trifling.  There  could,  indeed,  be  no 
.•aia.  Ad  tntidfqDate  nvrket,  redundantly  sup- 
ilied,  would  be  more  injurious  tfaao  no  market  at 
ill.  It  would  be  a  lure  to  desiructioo,  and  noth- 
ng  more. 

A  sttspensioD  of  the  embargo  so  limited  iit  ill 


nature  as  this  would  be,  (suppoaing  it  to  be  in 
fact  what  it  would  be  in  form,)  would  have  a 
most  unequal  and  invidious  operation  in  the  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  Union,  of  which  the  various 
commodities  would  not,  in  the  ports  of  Portugal 
and  Spain,  be  in  equal  demand.  A  war  with 
France  would  be  inevitable,  and  such  a  war,  so 
prodoced,  from  which  we  could  not  hope  to  de- 
rive either  honor  or  advantage,  would  place  us  at 
the  mercy  of  Oreat  Britain,  and,  on  tbaiacooont, 
would  in  the  end  do  more  lo  cripnie  and  humble 
us  than  any  ditxsier  that  could  otherwiae  be- 
fall us. 

The  actual  slate  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  is, 
moreover,  not  to  be  relied  upon.  My  first  opin- 
ion on  that  lubject  remains;  but  even  the  most 
sanguine  will  admit  Ibat  there  is  great  room  for 
'doubt.  The  Emperor  of  France  is  evidently 
colleeiing  a  mighty  force  for  the  reduction  of 
Spaioj  and  Portugal  must  share  its  faie.  And 
even  if  that  force  should  be  destined  (as  some 
sDppose)  first  to  contend  with  Austria,  the  speedy 
subjugation  of  Spain  is  not  the  less  certain.  If 
Prance  should  succeed,  Spain  and  Portugal  would 
again  fall  under  the  Btittsh  orders  of  Nuvember, 
as  wfU  as  und«r  the  operaiioo  of  the  French  de- 
crees. Our  cargoes  would  scarcely  have  forced 
their  way  to  the  ocean  in  search  of  this  boasted 
market  before  they  would  be  once  more  in  a  stal« 
of  prohibition;  and  we  should,  io  the  mean  tim^ 
have  incurred  the  scandal  of  sufiering  an  improv- 
ident thirst  of  gain  to  seduce  us  from  our  prioci- 
pies  into  a  dilemma  presenting  no  alternative  but 
loss,  in'all  the  senses  of  that  word. 

But  it  is  not  even  certain  what  Great  Britaia 
Would  herself  finally  say  10  such  a  partial  suspen- 
sion of  the  embargo.  She  would  doubtless,  al 
first,  approve  of  it ;  but  her  ultimate  course,  (ea- 
neeially  if  war  between  France  and  the  United 
States  were  not  ihe  immediate  consequence,  or  if 
the  measure  were  eventually  less  beneficial  to 
herself  than  might  be  supposed  at  Ihe  outset,) 
ought  not  to  be  trusted.  That  she  would  approve 
al  first  is  hardly  to  be  questioned;  and  the  consid- 
erations upon  which  she  would  do  so  are  precisely 
those  which  should  dissuade  us  from  it.  Somt 
of  these  are — the  aid  it  would  afl'ord  to  her  allies, 
as  well  as  to  her  own  troops  co-operating  with 
them,  aod  its  cooseqnent  teudencv  to  destroy 
everything  like  system  in  our  eonauct;  its  ten- 
dency to  embroil  us  with  France ;  its  tendency  to 
Induce  us,  by  overstocking  a  limited  market,  lo 
make  our  commodities  of  no  value,  to  dissipate 
oor  capital,  to  ruin  our  merchaats  without  bene- 
fiting out  agriculture,  to  destroy  our  infant  mao- 
nfaeture»  «iihouI  heneQiing  our  commerce;  its 
tendency  to  hahiluale  us  to  a  trammeled  trade, 
and  to  fit  us  for  acquiescence  in  a  maritime  des- 
potism. But  there  are  other  reasons.  Our  trade 
with  Spain  and  Portugal,  while  it  lasted,  would 
bea  circuitous  trade  ,witb  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies,  for  tbeir  benefit ;  our  productions  would 
be  carried  in  the  first  instance  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, wonid  be  bought  there  for  British  account, 
and  would  find  their  way  to  the  West  Indies,  or 
centre  here,  asBillishconveBience  might  require;' 
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and  ihu<i.  Id  efSeci.  the  embargo  woald  be  remored 
ai  to  BriiaiD,  while  it  coDiinued  bx  to  France, 
and  we  professed  lo  continue  it  is  to  both.  And 
itaay  prnBis  should  arise  Trom  this  sordid  traffic, 
tbey  would  become  a  fund  to  enable  us  to  import 
into  the  United  Slaies,  directly  or  lodirectlf.  the 
manuraeiores  of  Great  Briiain,  and  thus  relieve 
■ier  in  another  way;,  while  her  orders  would  pre- 
vent us  from  receivinff  the  commodilies  of  her 
enemy.  Ii  would  be  far  better  openly  to  take  off 
the  embargo  as  to  Oreat  Britain,  than,  while  af- 
fecting to  coolinue  ii  as  to  that  Power,  to  do  what 
must  rescue  her  completely  ^and  that,  too,  with- 
out adTFtnlage  to  ourselves)  Iroin  the  pressure  of 
it,  at  ibo  same  time  that  it  would  promote  her 
views  against  France  in  Portugal  and  Spain. 

As  to  withdrawing  the  emSargo  from  Oreat 
Britain  as  well  as  Spain  and  Portugal,  while  the 
British  orders  are  unrepealed,  the  objections  to 
thai  course  are  Just  as  strong  now  as  they  were 
four  months  ago.  The  change  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal (^if  it  were  even  likely  to  last)  cannot  touch 
ihe  principle  of  the  embargo  as  reEari]s  Qreal 
Britain,  wno  reasserts  her  orders  of  November  in 
the  very  explanations  of  the  4tb  of  July,  under 
which  we  must  trade  with  those  countries  if  we 
trade  with  them  at  all.  If  we  include  Great  Brit- 
ain in  the  suspension,  and  exclude  France,  we  do 
now  what  we  have  declined  to  do  before,  for  the 
sake  of  delusive  commerce,  which  may  perish 
before  it  can  be  enjoyed,  and  aannoi,  in  any  event, 
be  enjoyed  with  credit,  with  advantage,  or  even 
with  safely.  We  take  part  at  once  with  Great 
Britain  agajnst  France,  at  a  lime  the  least  suited 
that  could  be  imagined  lo  such  a  determination ; 
at  a  lime  when  it  might  be  said  that  we  were  em- 
boldened by  French  reverses  to  do  what  before 
we  could  not  resolve  upon,  or  were  templed  by 
the  prospect  of  a  scanty  profit,  exaggerated  by 
our  cupidity  and  impatience,  to  forget  what  was 
due  to  consistency,  to  character,  to  permanent 
prosperity.  We  sanction,  too,  the  nuriiime  pre- 
tensions which  insult  and  injure  us.  We  throw 
ourselves,  bound  hand  and  foot,  upon  the  };eoe- 
rtutty  of  a  Governmem  that  has  hilhetio  refused 
OS  justice,  and  all  this  when  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  a  host  of  other  wrongs  are  unre- 
dressed, and  when  Great  Britain  has  jusl  rejected 
an  overture  which  she  must  have  accepted  with 
eagerness  if  her  views  were  nut  such  as  ti  became 
Us  to  suspect  and  guard  againsL 

To  repeal  the  embargo  altogether  would  be 
preferable  to  eitherof  the  other  courses,  but  would, 
notwithstanding,  be  so  fatal  to  us,  in  all  respects, 
that  we  should  long  feel  the  wound  it  wonld  in- 
flict, unless,  indeed,  some  other  expedient,  as 
strong  a  t  least,  and  ai  efficacious  in  all  us  bearings, 
can  fas  I  fear  it  catinoi)  be  substituted  in  its  place. 

War  would  seem  to  be  the  unavoidable  result 
of  such  a  step.  If  our  commerce  should  not 
flourish  in  coDcequeoce  of  this  measure,  nothins 
would  be  gained  by  it  but  dishonor ;  and  bow  it 
could  he  carried  on  lo  any  valuable  purpjtse  it 
would  be  difficult  to  show.  If  our  commerce 
should  flourish  in  spite  of  French  and  British 
edicts  and  the  miserable  state  of  the  world,  in 


spite  of  war  with  France, 
it  would,  I  doubt  not,  be  assaiW 
form.  Th"P>nl  of  monopoly  haiMiirilhw 
pie  and  Government  of  this  country  ff,,jj 
not,i]nderanycircuinsiances,b«iD|(nt,diinnt 
in  navigation  and  trade.  Ii  »  is  nn  lo  kit 
that  Great  Britain  will  .voltinaiilf  Fomi  i, 
uaval  means  of  the  United  Sitit!,  Eimm;. 
lies  we  should  be  subjects  otjtijanij,  li,,,^ 
be  endlcMio  enutnerateia  d*uilih((Til,tiitl 
would  cling  to  us  in  ihis  new  larwr  of  iwiW 
and  meanness,  and  tedious  to  pursw  our  iitJ. 
ward  course  to  the  exlioction  of  lii:  iq nj, 
to  which  we  bad  sacrificed  CTerytbiD^ilH. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  ne  penertrc, n  au 
gain  our  purpose  at  last.  Bj  co(iiirf)Ti|miJil( 
Dttle  policy  of  the  moment,  we  iball  btV  Bf 
a  great  and  systematic  adhereiice  to Kiacipltn 
shall  find  the  end  of  our  difficulties. 

The  embargo,  and  the  loss  ofogr  nit.^ 
deeply  felt  here,  and  will  befell  wilinnortKin- 
ily  every  day.  The  wheal  hirioliilikdfiiife 
alarmingly  short,  and  the  state  of  ittt  CtuiiHil 
will  augment  the  evit.  The  dixoiiati  ingi{ 
ibeir  manufacturers  are  only  qBlttdrtniiiiM- 
ment  by  temporary  causes.  Cotion  u  rtnitiiid 
will  soon  be  scarce.  UnravanbleemunihE 
Continent  will  subdue  the  tsnper, ailrirtidlT U 
wisdom  and  justice,  wbick  tio>  ^niii  im. 
But,  above  all,  the  world  m'll,  I  inui,  be  wn- 
vinced  that  our  firmness  ii  DM  lo  bciiittti.  Our 
measures  have  not  been  viilmai  rifni.  Tbcr 
have  not  been  decisive,  beMiisem!u«iKHliM«  , 
thought  capable  of  perseKricg  in  sclMeDlil,if 
that  can  be  called  wJ/(^nuJ"blchiiiiDi:iorelkil 
prudent  abstinence  from  desUacUcn  and  diitHoi. 

I  ought  lo  mention  that  I  Iute  been  lold  bf  i 
most  respectable  American  meicbiil  tntlW 
large  quantities  of  such  woollen  eloihiuirt  pro- 
bjhited  by  our  non-imporutioii  id  luni"" 
and  continue  to  be  sent  to  C»MA,»ill  •!'"<' 
of  being  smuggled  into  the  Dniied  Suia. 

I  need  not  lell  you  that  I  am  not  iiiial  H 
trouble  you  with  my  hasty  reflettiwwi'J'1 
think  you  stand  in  need  of  them.  1  p"«|« 
merely  because  I  beliere  tbsiyiiiimtt'i™'' 
know  the  impressions  which  a  pablie«tnii" 
ihis  side  of  the  water  receives  fnun a iieiaiw 

"  p'  S."' September' 21.-Mr.CiiiDi«g''iB«'. 
received  last  night,  confirms  all  mj  littuwr 
tions.  It  is  a  Ittile  extraordinarj  thit,|['"y 
ten  proposal  was  required  from  me  wilb  IM  * 
motive  mentioned  in  the acconipM[»g ["f  "^ 
such  motive  was  suggested  ai  ike  UQie,"J«« 
that  other  motives  were  suggested.  lli» 
probably  ia,  that  t he V  wished  ioeiadeti(0» 
lure,  and  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  fow-' 
made.  Being  made,  it  was  JifficultloduF' 
it,  and  hence  the  delay. 

Mi.  Piidmey  to  Mr.  MadiNa. 

Sir:  I  am  now  enabled  to  l"""""*))^ 
copy  of  Mr.  Canning's  answer,  recHvcIO!*- 
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Qighi,  to  my  note  of  the  23d  of  Aufrust.  This 
answer  was  accompanied  by  a  letter,  of  which 
ilso  I  copy  is  encloied,  recapitulating  what  Mr. 
banning;  supposes  lo  be  "  the  subsisoce  of  whal 
lu  passed  between  ui  at  our  severHl  interriewx, 
previous  to  the  preseniaiioa  of  my  official  letter." 
To  the  aceorapaayiog  paper  I  ibink  it  iodis- 
^Dsable  that  1  should  reply  without  delay,  sup- 
mi'mg  with  ^liteneis,  but  with  firmneu,  the 
latemenis  whjch  I  hare  already  had  the  honor 
0  make  lo  ^OU  of  the  coDferaalions  in  question, 
nd  correcting  some  errors  upon  points  which 


Ar.  Cai 


ing  ha*  thoagi 


ht  fli  to  iolroduee  ii 


>his 


_.    ',  but  which  I  had  not  supposed  it  neeesnry 

0  mention  in  detail  in  my  despatchea. 

I  shall  not  detain  Mr.  Aiwater  with  a  TJew  to 
his  reply,  but  will  take  care  to  forward  a  copy  of 
;  by  an  early  conveyance.  My  official  note,  and 
he  answer  to  it,  being  perfectly  explicit,  Mr. 
'aoning's  misapprehensions  (for  such  they  are) 
f  prerious  Terbat  com  muitieat  ions  can  scarcely 
G  Tery  iropottant  in  a  public  view;  but  it  is,  oev- 
rlhelesa,  of  some  consequeooe,  that,  whaleTer 
lav  be  the  object  of  fais  statemeDt,  I  should  not 
lalie  myself  a  p*riy  to  its  inaccoraeies  by  eyen 
tacit  adtoission  of  ihem. 

I  do  not  perceive  that  a  formal  reply  to  the 
lore  official  paper  can  now  beof  any  adrantage, 
II  I  shall  probably  take^  oecasioa  to  combine 
iih  my  reply  to  the  one  paper  some  obeerTationt 
ion  the  otber. 

1  regret  extremely  that  the  view*  which  I  have 
■en  inatructed  to  lay  before  this  Qovemment 
iTe  not  been  met  by  it  a»  1  had  at  flni  been  led 
I  expect.  The  overture  oannoi  flil,  however,  to 
ace  in  a  strong  light  the  just  and  liberal  penii- 
ents  by  which  oDr  QoverDment  is  animated, 
id,  in  other  reapecta,  to  be  uaeful  and  hooorable 


Indoaed  in  Mr.  Pbknej'a  latter  of  Seplembar  S4.] 
Mr.  CaoBini  to  Mr.  PinkMj. 

FoRBioiT  OmOK,  Sipt.  83, 1808. 
Sir:  In  laying  before  the  King  your  letter  of 
;  23d  of  August,  and  in  communicating  to  too 
e  encloaed  anawer  which  I  bare  received  His 
ajeaty'9  commands  to  return  to  it,  I  confess  that 
'eel  some  little  erabarraisment  from  the  repealed 
Terences  which  your  letter  contains  lo  what  has 
ssed  between  us  in  conversation — an  embarrara- 
fDt  arising,  in  no  degree,  as  you  are  perfectly 
rare,  from  any  feeling  of  distrust  in  yDU,person- 
Y,  but  from  a  recolleetioo  of  the  mitre preseota- 
D,  which  look  place  in  America,  of  former  eon- 
ences  between  ua.  You  gave  me,  on  thai 
saGioD,  the  moat  satisfactory  proof  thai  such 
srepresenlatioa  did  not  originate  with  you,  b- 
nmunicaiing  to  me  that  part  of  your  despat< 
which  the  conferences  particnlarly  referred  to 
re  related,  and  related  correctly ;  but  this  very 
cumslance.  while  it  establitbea  your  perao^  ' 
im  to  entire  confidence,  proves,  at  the  ta 
■e,  that  a  fai|hful  report  of  a  conference 


the  suhiec 
under  the 


■ecurify  against  in  misrepre- 
for  that  reason  principally, 
that,  after  hearing  with  the  most  respeciful  aiien- 
■'  -  ill  that  you  had  to  stale  to  me  verbally  on 
jectof  the  pre<edl  overture,  I  felt  myself 
he  necessity  of  requiring,  as  "  indiapensa- 
a  written  communicalioo  upon  the  subject, 
for  that  reasoo,  also,  that  as,  in  your  wriiieQ 
munication.  you  refer  me  to  our  late  conver- 
ms  for  the  "bearings  and  details"  of  yoar  pro- 
1,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  recapitulate,  as  shortly 
aai  can,  what  I  conceive  to  have  passed  in  thoae 
conversationa  beyond  what  I  find  recorded  in 
yoar  letter. 

The  principal  points  in  which  the  snggeatlona 
brought  forward  by  you  in  personal  eonferenca 
appear  to  me  lo  bare  differed,  in  some  degree, 
from  the  proposal  now  atated  by  jtm  in  writing, 
are  two:  the  first,  that,  in  conversation,  the  pro- 
posal itaelf  was  not  distinctly  stated  as  an  over- 
ture authorized  by  yourGorernmenl;  the  second,  • 
that  the  beneficial  conaequences  likely  to  result 
to  this  country  frotn  the  acceptance  of  that  pro- 
pDtal,  were  **  pursued"  through  more  ample  "  iltua- 
traUoDi." 

the  first  of  our  conferences,  I  understood  ym 
y  little  more,  on  the  authority  of  your  Qov- 
erament,  than  that  you  were  instructed  to  remoo- 
straie  against  the  Order*  in  Council  of  the  7th  of 
Jannary,  and  of  the  Ilih  of  November,  1807,  iiut 
to  add,  a*  from  yourself,  an  expression  of  your 
own  convictionihai,  if  those  orders  were  repealed, 
the  President  of  the  United   States  would  sus> 

end  the  embargo  with  respect  lo  Great  Britain, 
pon  the  conseqoeoces  of  such  a  suspension  of  the 
embargo,  while  it  would  slill  coolinue  lo  be  in 
force  against  France,  you  eipaiiaied  largely ;  still 
speaking,  however,  as  I  anderstood,  your  own  in- 
dividual sentiments.  It  was  suggested  by  yoa 
that  AmeriGa,.in  that  ease,  wonld  probably  aria 
her  merchant  shipa  against  the  aggressioDs  of 
Prance,  an  expedient  lo  which,  you  observed,  it 
would  be  perfecltf  idle  to  resort  against  Great 
Britain.  The  collision  of  armed  vesaela  would 
probably  produee  war,  and  the  United  Slaiea 
wonld  thns  be  brought  into  the  very  situation  in 
which  we  must  wiaR  to  place  them,  thai  of  ho*- 
tility  to  France,  and  virtual,  if  not  formal  alii- 
sDce  with  Great  Britain. 

In  our  second  conference  you  repeated  and  ■»- 
forced  these  arguments,  calculated  to  induce  the 
British  Government  to  consent  to  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council;  anil,  in  this  conference, 
thongh  nor  statinK  yourself  to  be  autboti»d  by 
your  Government  formally  to  ofl^r  the  suspemion 
of' the  embargo  as  an  immediate  consequence  of 
that  repeal,  yet  you  did  profess  (as  I  understood 
you)  a  readiness  lo  lake  upon  yoDrsetf  to  make 
that  ofl'er,  provided  that  I  would  give  yon  before- 
hand an  unoflScial  asanrance  that,  coupled  with 
that  offer  so  made,  the  demand  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  November, 
1807,  would  be  favorably  received.  I,  of  course, 
declined  to  give  any  such  previous  aMuraocej 
but  as  yon  appeared  to  attach  creal  imporiance 
to  this  raggeitioo,  and  as  I  was  led  to  think  thni 
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acomplinnce  wllb  ii  migbt  relicTe  you  from  a 
difficulty  in  executing  llie  instructions  of  yqur 
Gorernmpnc,  I  coDaenied  to  tabc  a  few  dayii  to 
Goniidtr  of  it,  and  to  reserve  my  definitive  aDiwer 
nniil  I  should  see  you  again. 

I  never  doubted,  in  my  Off  D  taiod;  as  to  the  inex- 
pediency and  impropriety  or  eocouraging  you  to 
lake  ait  uoaulhorixed  atep,by  an  unofficial  promise 
that  it  should  be  well  received.  But.  in  a  matter 
of  suofa  delioacy,  I  was  desirous  of  eitker  cotifitra- 
ing  or  correcting  my  own  opinion  by  tbe  opinioas 
«f  othen.  The  result  was,  tbal,  in  a  third  in- 
terview, which  took  place  shortly  after  the  second, 
I  had  the  honor  to  inforni  you,  tbal,  afiEi  the 
lno*(  mature  deliberation,  I  found  it  impossible 
lo  yield  10  your  suggestion  ;  and  that  it  therefore 
remained  for  you  to  frame  your  propoailioo  ac- 
cording 10  the  instructions  of  your  Qovemmeni, 
or  lo  your  o(vn  unbiassed  discretion. 

My  own  share  in  these  several  coufereneea,  be- 
yond what  ia  implied  iniheaboTealatemeni<  w«| 
very  small.  I  have,  as  you  know,  alwayf  rather 
wished  to  refer  the  argumentative  discussion  of 
4he  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Coaooil  to  ibeoQioial 
corcespundence  I  have  more  than  once  been  taught 
to  eipect  you  to  open  upon  it,  than  to  engage 
with  you  10  a  verbal  controversy,  wlijch,  if  con- 
fined lu  ourselves,  wotdd  be  oeeless ;  if  sTlerwards 
to  be  reduoedioto  writing  for  ibe  purpose  of  being 
fiommunioated  lo  our  respective  Ooverumenis, 
«up«rfluoas. 

Bui  lo  the  represeatatioos  which  you  bave 
repeatedly  made  against  tbe  Orders  in  Council  of 
January  and  November,  &s  "  violating  the  rights 
of  (he  Uoited  Stales,  aad  affecting  moet  destruc- 
tively tbeir  best  interests,  upon  grounds  wholly 
inadmissible,  both  in  principle  and  in  fact."  I  have 
.UBiforroly  maiotained  the  "unqueslioDable right" 
of  His  Majesty  to  "  resort  to  the  fuilesi  measures 
of  retaliation,  iti  conseijuenceof  the  unparalleled 
aggression  of  the  enemy,  and  to  retort  upon  that 
wnemy  the  evils  of  bis  own  iojuuice ;"  and  have 
jBniformly  contended  thar,  **  if  third  parties  suffer 
from  those  measures,  (he  deoiand  of  reparation 
iBiHSi  be  mode  to  that  Power  which  first  violates 
.the  established  usages  of  war  and  the  rights  of' 
Bflutral  States." 

There  was,  indeed,  one  point,  upon  which  I  waa 
particularly  aoxiou!  10  r^oeivepreaiseinforBiatioD, 
sad  upon  which, from  vourcaiMlaraad  frankoeas, 
I  was  fortutMie  enough  to  obtain  it.  The  ooa- 
neciing  together,  in  your  proposed  overture,  the 
auapansiou  of  the  entbkrgn  and  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  (as  well  those  of  November  as 
the  preoediog  one  of  the  7th  of  January,)  might 
■pptlir  10  imply  that  the  embargo  had  been  the 
limmediate  consequence  of  these  orders;  and  I. 
-was  therefore  desirous  to  ascertain  whether,  in'- 
fact,  the  Orders  in  Couucil  of  November  bad  been 
fkaowD  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stalea, 
previously  to  tbe  Message  of  t^e  President  pro- 
, posing  the  einbargo,  bO  as  to  be  a  moving  consid- 
eration to  that  Message.  I  bad  the  satisfaction 
to  learn  from  you,  sir,  that  such  was  not  the  fact; 
that  ramors,  indeed  might  have  reached  America 
:eof  further  retaJialion  being  in 


the  conremplaiioo  of  the  British  Qort 
that  perhaps,  (a;  I  uudetstood  you,)  xome  mnt 
severe  and  sweeping  measure  might  have  beci 
expected,  but  ihai  of  ihe  Orders  in  Council  of  ik 
Uth  of  November  as  having  been  actually  iMneil, 
I  here  was  no  certain  .knowledge  in  Ainerica,M 
at  least  none  in'lhe  possession  of  the  Amerieiii 
Oovernment,  at  the  time  of  proposing  the  eia- 
bargo. 

Such,  sir,  is,  according  to  the  beatof  my  recij- 
leciioti,  correciLy  the  substance  of  what  bus  ptssrd 
between  us  at  our  several  interviews,  preTiDia  to 
the  presentation  of  your  official  letter ;  aad  suck 
I  have  represented  to  have  been  the  subitaoceof 
what  passed  op  these  several  occasions,  in  the 
report  of  our  conferences  wbicli  it  hai  been  ny 
dutv  to  make  to  ihe  Kiog. 

I^  in  this  recapitulation,  there  ia  any tkiag  mis- 
laken,  or  anytbing  omitted,  foa  wiH  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe  Hie  iffror  UDinteDlioiMl,ud  you 
may  r^ly  on  my  readiness  to  set  it  tight. 

I  have  ih«  honor  lo  be, 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

Mr.  Caming  to  Mr.  PinkiMgr. 

FoBEioN  Opficb,  Sept.  23, 1803. 

The  noderiigned.  His  Majesty'*  principal  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs,  had  the  honor 
to  receive  Ihe  i^cial  letter  addressed  (o  biw  by 
Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  PlenipouotHry  of  the 
United  Slates,  respecting  the  Onfersin  Council 
iasued  by  His  Majesty  on  tb«  7ih  January  and 
llih  November,  IB07. 

He  has  laid  that  letter  before  the  King ;  and  be 
is  eomineoded  to  assore  Mr.  Pinkney  thai  ikc 
anawer  to  ihe  proposal,  which  Mi.  Pinkney  wk 
inairueted  to.  bring  forward,  baa  been  defeired 
only  in  the  hope  tnai  the  renewed  applicaiioo, 
which  was  uoderalood  to  bave  beenieceatlv  made 
by  ibe  Quvernmeni  of  the  United  Suies  to  ibal 
of  France,  might,  io  the  new  state  of  Ihiogt 
which  has  arisen  in  Europe,  ha^«  met  with  uich 
a  reception  in  France  as  would  have  mdcred 
the  compliaaee  of  His  M^jeair  with  that  propo- 
sal <»tisuKDt,as  mueh-with  Hia  Majesty's  owi 
dignity,  and  with  the  interests  of  his  pnjile.ai  it 
would^have  been  with  His  Majesty's  dispsMiioo 
towards  tbe  United  States. 

Uahappiiy,  there  is  now  no  longer  any  leasaa 
to  believe  that  such  a  hope  is  likely  la  be  realoeJ. 
Aod  the  undersigned  is,  therefore,  commanded  lo 
communicate  to  Mr.  Pit^kney  the  decision  whicb. 
under  the  circumstances  b»  ihey  aland,  His  BJa- 
iesly  feels  himself  uamp«Ued,  however  nnwil- 
liogly,  to  adopt. 

Tiie mitigated  nieasureaf  retaIialiaD,aDnDnDCfil 
by  His  Majesty  in  the  Order  io  Council  of  at 
7ih  January,  and  the  further  exiensioD  of  ^ 
measure  (an  extension  in  operatioii,  but  no:  ;i 
principle)  by  the  Orders  in  Council  of  NovemlA 
were  founded  fas  has  been  already  repeal^f 
avowed  by  His  Majesty)  on  tbe  "  UQquestinciM 
right  of  His  Majesty  to  retort  upon  the  raeoy 
the  evilx  of  his  own  injustice  i"  and  upon  tbtraa- 
sideratiou,  that  **  if  third  pantea  inciaeataltf  suf- 
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Tered  by  ibea»  retilialgr;  moaiarw,  they  were  lo 
)e«lt  iheir  redress  from  the  Power  by  whose  origi- 
nal iggressioD  ihat  retaliation  was  occasiooed." 

His  Mijestv  ae«i  Dolbing  io  ihe  embargo  laid 
an  b)r  the  Fresideot  of  the  United  Stales  of 
America,  wbicb  raries  this  original  and  tioiple 
state  of  the  questioo. 

If  eoasidet«d  as  a  raensure  of  impartial  hostility 
iniosi  both  betljgerenit,  the  embarjio  apfiears  tu 
His  Majesty  to  have  b«ea  manifestly  unjust,  as, 
lecordlag  to  every  principle  of  juiuae,  (bat  re- 
Jres*  ought  to  have  been  Snt  aooght  from  tbe 
[Wri)'  originating  tbe  wrong.  And  Hii  Majerlv 
unnoc  consent  to  buy  off  that  hastility,  Wlhicn 
America  otighl  not  to  hare  eslended  to  bimjit 
be  exi^nse  of  a  eoneession  mtule,  not  to  Amenca, 
}ut  to  France. 

If.osit  has  more  een^ratly  been  represented  by 
heOovernmentof  tne  United-States,  the  embargo 
a  only  to  be -considered  aian  iDDOceot  municipal 
-egalaiion,  which  affects  none  but  the  United 
States  themaelrea,  and  wiib  whi«h  no  foreigo 
Slate  has  any  coacern ;  viewed  in  this  light,  His 
Uajesiy  does  not  «oiKeiTe  that  be  bas  the  tight, 
It  the  preleDsion,  to  make  any.cotnplaiot  of  it, 
ind  be  has  made  none.  But,  in  (his  light,  there 
ippeers  not  only  no  reciprocity,  but  no  assign- 
ible  relation,  between  Ihe  repeal,  by  the  United 
Stales,  of  a  roea«ure  of  volunury  veif  restriction. 
ind  Hurreoder,  by  His  Majesty,  of  bis  right  of 
'etaliatioD  agaioat  his  enemies. 

The  Goveromeot  of  tbe  United  States  is  not 
low  to  be  informed  that  the  Berlin  decree  of 
November  2Ut,  1806,  was  the  prantical  c 
oencement  of  an  atiempL  not  merely  lo  check 
ti  impair  the  prosneriiy  of  Great  Briiain,  but  ut- 
erlytoanaibilate  ner  political  eiistenoe,  through 
he  ruin  of  her  commercial  prosperity;  thai,  \a 
.his  attempt,  almost  all  the  Power*  of  the  Euro- 
pean cooiiDeni  bare  been  compelled,  more  or  less, 
o  cooperate;  and  that  the  America  a  embaigo, 
.hough  most  assuredly  not. intended  to  that  end, 
ioT  America  md  haveno  real  interest  in  tbe  sub- 
rersion  of  the  British  power,  and  her  rulers  are 
oo  enlightened  to  act  from  any  impulse,  against 
he  real  interests  of  tbdr  country,)  hot,  by  some 
infortunate  coDcurrenco  of  circumstaaces,  with 
Hit  any  boaiile  intention,  the  American  embergc 
lid  come  in  aid  of  tbe  "blockade  of  the  European 
lontinenl,"  precisely  at  the  t»y  moment  when, 
r  that  blockade  could  have  succeeded  at  all,  ibia 
Dterposition  of  the  American  QoverDmeni  would 
noKt  effectually  have  eoolribuled  to  its  success. 

To  this  universal  combination  His  Majesty  bus 
ipposed  a  tumperaie  but  a  determined  retaliation 
ipon  the  enemy;  trusting  ihat  a  firm  resistance 
vould  defeat  ibis  project,  but  knowing  Ihat  the 
.mallest  concession  would  infallibly  encourage  a 
lerseverance  in  it. 

The  struggle  has  been  viewed  by  other  Powers, 
loi  without  an  apprehension  that  it  might  be  fa- 
al  to  this  country.  TheBritish  Government  ba* 
lot  disguised  from  itself  that  the  trial  of  such  a 
tzperiment  might  be  arduous  and  long,  though 
IBS  never  doubted  of  the  final  issue.  But  if  thi 
asue,  such  aa  the  British  Qoveinment  coafidenily 


anticipated,  has  providentially  arrived  muoh  soon- 
er than  could  even  have  been  hoped;  if"  ihe  block- 
ade of  the  Continent,"  as  it  has  been  trinrapbantlr 
styled  by  the  esemv,  is  raised  even  before  it  haa 
been  well  established;  and  if  that  system,  ot 
wbicb  eiient  and  continuity  were  tbe  vital  prin- 
ciples, is  broken  up  into  fragments  utterly  harm- 
less and  contempiible  ;  it  is  nevertheless  impor- 
taut,  in  tbe  hiehcit  dearee,  to  the  reputation  vf 
thti  country,  (a  reputation  which  constitute* 
great  partui  ner  power,)  ihat  this  disappointEnent 
of  the  hopes  of  bar  enemies  should  not  have  beaa 
purchased  b^  any  coqceasion;  ibat  not  a  doubt 
should  remain  to  disiaqt  tiiqes  of  her  datermina- 
tion  and  of  her  abiliry  to  have  contiuaed  her  re- 
sistance; and  that  no  step,  which  could  even  mia- 
takenly  be  coaatrutfd  into  concession,  should  be 
taken  on  her  part,  while  tbe  smnllast  link  of  the 
confederacy  remams  undissolved,  or  while  it.can 
be  a  question  whether  the  plan  devised  for  her 
destruction  has,  or  bas  not,  either  eompleiely 
failed,  ot  been  unequivocally  abandoned. 

These  considerations  compel  His  Majesty  to 
adhae  to  the  principles  on  which  the  Order*  in 
CouDcii  of  tbe  7th  of  January,  aad  tbe  llihof 
November,  are  fonnded,  so  long  as  France  ad- 
heres 10  that  system,  by  which  His  Majesty's  re- 
taliatory measures  were  occasioned  and  justified. 

It  is  not  improbable,  indeed,  that  some  altata- 
tions  may  be  made  in  the  Orders  In  Conacil,  as    . 
they  areat  present  framed  ;  alieiaiioos  calculated 
not  to  abate  their  spirit  or  impair  their  principle, 
but  la  adapt  them  more  exactly  to  tbe  differi    ' 


be  made  with  this  view 
only,  it  would  be  uncandid  to  take  an)r  advantage 
in  the  present  discussion ;  however,  it  might  be 
hoped  thai  in  thair  practical  effect  ihey  might 
prove  beneficial  to  America,  provided  tbe  opera- 
tion of  the  embargo  Were  Dot  to  prevent  kerfroai 
reaping  that  benefit. 

]i  remains  for  the  undersigned  to  lakeiiotiea 
of  tbe  last  paragraph  of  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter. 
There  cannot  exiit,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Piaknev, 
a  stronger  wish  than  there  dees  on  that  of  the 
undersigned  and  of  the  British  Govetament,  for 
tbe  adjustment  of  all  the  diffeieoees  ■ubsiattng 
between  the  two  couatries. 

.  His  Majesty  bas  no  other  disposition  than  to 
cultivate  ihe  most  friendly  intercouiie  with  the 
United  States. 

Tbe  undersigned  is  persuaded  that  Mr.  Piokney 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  imagine,  what  is  often 
idly  asserted,  that  the  depression  of  any  other 
country  Is  necessary  or  serviceable  te  tbe  pros- 
perity of  tbts.  The  prospiirity  of  America  ises- 
seoiialty  ibe  prosperity  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
sttensth  and  power  of  Great  Britain  are  not  for 
herself  only,  but  for  the  world.  When  those  ad- 
iustmenia  shall  take  place,  to  which,  (bough  ur- 
foriunateiy  not  practicable  at  [his  moment,  nor 
under  the  conditions  prescribed  by  Mr.  Pinkaey, 
the  ttsil,ersigDed  nevetlheieu  confidently  loota 
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forward,  it  will  perbapa  be  no  iDKCnru  pledge  Tur 
tbe  comJQuaDce  of  Ibe  good  understaadmg  be- 
tween ihe  two  countries,  ibat  ibe^  will  bare 
learned  duly  ID  appreciate  each  olber'tfrieDdship; 
and  (bat  it  will  aoi  hereafter  be  imputed  to  Qreat 
Britain,  either  oa  Ibe  one  hand  thai  ihe  enviea 
American  industry  as  prejudicial  to  British  com- 
merce, or  on  the  other  hand  that  she  la  compelled 
to  court  an  inteicourfe  with  America  ai  abso- 
lutely ntceafBiy  to  her  own  eziaience. 

Hia  Majeaty  would  not  hesitate  to  contribute, 
in  any  maooer  in  bis  power,  to  restore  to  the  com- 
merce nf  Ihe  United  Stales  its  woaied  HciiTity ; 
and  if  it  were  possible  to  tnake  soy  sacrifice  for 
the  repeal  of  the  embargo,  wiihoui  appearing  to 
deprecate  it  as  a  measure  of  faoslilily,  be  would 
gladly  bare  facilitated  its  removal,  as  a  measure- 
of  iacon?CQient  restriciion  upon  the  American 
people. 

Tbe  undersigned  i(  commanded,  in  conclusion, 
to  observe,  that  nolhiag  is  said  in  Mr.  Pinkoey's 
letter  of  any  inieotion  to  repeal  the  proclamaiion 
by  which  Ihe  ships  of  war  of  Oreal  Brilain  are 
interdicted  trom  all  ibose  rights  of  hospitality  in 
tbe  poiia  of  the  Uniied  Stales  which  are  freely 
allowed  to  the  ships  of  His  Majesty's  enemies. 

The  cootiauanae  of  an  inierdiciioD,  which, 
under  aucb  circumstances,  amounts  to  nearly  to 
direct  hoslility,  afier  tbe  willingness  prnfeaied 
nnd  the  attempt  made  by  His  Majesty  to  remore 
the  causa  on  which  thai  measure  nad  been  origi- 
nally  louaded,  would  nObrd  bui  an  inauspicioiu 
omen  for  the  commencement  of  a  system  uf  mu- 
tual coneiliatioQ  ;  aad  the  omission  of  any  ooiiee 
oftbat  mea*u(e,in  ihe  proposal  which  Mr.  Pinkney 
has  been  insirucled  to  bring  forward,  would  have 
been  of  itself  a  material  defect  in  the  overture  of 
the  President. 

But  ifae  undersigned  iaeommaQded  no  further 
to  dwell  upon  ihia  subjeel  than  for  the  purpose  of 
asanring  Mr.  Piokaey  thai  no  this,  and  every 
other  point  in  discussion  between  the  two  Oov- 
eromenls,  His  Majesty  earnestly  desires  the  resto- 
ration of  a  perfect  good  underttandiiig,  and  ibat 
Hui  Majesty  would  decline  no  measure  for  tbe  ai- 
taiameui  oftbat  objeciwbiebshould  be  compatible 
with  his  own  honor  and  jiui  rights  and  with  the  in- 
leretta  of  his  people. 

Tbe  undersigned  requealt  Mr.  Pinkney  will  ac- 
cept Ihe  auorances  nf  bia  high  consideration. 
GEORGE  CANNING. 


Mi.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Canning. 

GrIAT  COHBERLANn  PuCB, 

Septen^ier  24,  1808. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  answer  lo  my  official  note  of  IheSSd 
of  last  month,  relative  to  the  British  Orders  in 
Council  of  January  and  November,  1807,  together 
with  a  siatemeni  of  "  tlie  substance  of  what  baa 
passed  between  us  at  our  several  interviews,  pre- 
vious to  the  presentalioD  oftbat  note." 

1  tball  lose  no  time  io  traoamitting  to  my  Gov 
It  copies  of  boib  the»e  papen,  upon  Ibe  laal 


of  which  I  williakeThe  liberty  in  ffae  coBise  of  t 
few  days  to  trouble  you  with  some  obtervaiieot. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Right  Hon.  Ob  oboe  Canrimo. 

Hi.  Pinkney  la  Hi.  Madiaaa. 

LoNOON,  October  11, 1808. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  lo  transmii,  enclosed,! 
copy  of  my  reply  to  Mi.  Canningi's  letter  uik 
of  the  23J  of  las!  month,  aceompanying  la  ifi- 
eial  answer  ol  the  same  date  to  aarnoieof  tbe23d 
of  AugutL    1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c 

WILLIAM  PINKNET. 
Hon.  Jamkb  UAniBON. 

[AUnded  to  in  ths  above  letter  of  Hi.  PUmj.J 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Canniai. 
Gbgat  Cdubbhlamd  Puea, 

Ocfaterl&,190L 

Sib:  If  my  reply  to  the  letter  whick  yon  XA 
me  the  honor  to  address  to  roe  on  tbeS3dof  laA 
month  should  be  of  greater  length  ibas  ibe  oeca- 
sian  may  be  Ihoogbt  to  require,  yon  will  I  am  sure 
impute  it  to  ita  real  cause — «n  eatntst  desire  on 
my  pari,  arising  from  a  feeling  of  lincete  itspect 
for  you,  that  the  statemeol  which  I  am  to  give  of 
facts  deemed  by  you  to  be  important,  staouU  te 
full  as  well  as  accurate. 

I  will  not  fatigue  joa,  air,  witb  aaanraoMi  ibal 
no  person  conld  be  less  disposed  (hati  I  am  to  God 
fault  with  the  objectof  your  letter,  which  apptaR 
to  be  to  guard  against  all  misreprescDiatioa  <A 
"  what  has  passed  in  our  late  interview)  beyoa4 
what  you  find  recorded  in  my  note."  Yon  ban 
told  me  that  I  have  personally  no  concern  in  iloi 
objeci.andX  did  not  require  to  be  told  thai  my  Gor- 
emmetit  has  as  liule.  I  understand,  indeed,  tbat 
-the  circnmsiance  which  has  aoggeited  a  pecnliar 
.motive  for  tbi)  proceeding  was  ooeof  iko»news- 
papei  m  i  srr  present  a  tions  which  every  day  prncfucn 
where  Ihe  press  is  free — which  find  on  credit,  and 
beget  no  conseqnence — and  for  which  il  is  greatly 
in  be  feared  your  expedient  will  provide  no  tcid- 
edy.  Of  my  conduct,  when  tbat  eireomstann 
oeenrred,  in  giving  you  uusolieited  nroofi  thill 
bad  transmitted  to  Mr.  Secretary  Madison  a  faith- 
ful report  of  our  conferences,  m  isiaken  by  public 
rumor  or  private  conjecture,  it  is  not  vtcaarj 
for  me  to  speak;  for  you  have  yourself  dtMejaWce 
toil. 

The  motJTe  to  which  I  am  indebted  fot  At 
bonor  of  your  letter  appears  to  have  been  ituua- 
menial  in  producing  another  effect,  equally  niin- 
cepiionable.  But  you  will  allow  m«  to  say.ikai 
until  the  receipt  of  ihal  letter,  I  had  not  bca 
apprited,  by  the  slightest  intimation,  that  itwu 
in  any  degree  owing  lo  sucb  a  cause  thai  ja 
declined,  On  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Goitre 
mem,  after  two  conferences,  in  which  I  had  koi 
snBered  if  not  encouraged  lo  unfold  mvsrif  iWi- 
vidually  bf  well  as  officially,  at  great  Lengiliwl 
with  perfect  frankness  to  give  an  nnswei  u  ~~ 

Al'oiir  fitat  interTiew,  (on  the  29ih  of  Jne,} 
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verbal  communicatioD  was  Dot  ducouateauieed, 
bui  coEiimeiided;  for, after  I  bid  made  mrseifuD- 
dersiood  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  iaierview 
bad  been  requested,  you  asked  m«  if  I  ihou^bt  of 
titJDr  a  more  format  contse,  but  Immediately 
added  ihat  you  presumed  1  did  dol  for  ihat  the 
course  I  bad  adopted  was  well  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. My  reply  was,  in  substance,  that  the  freedom 
of  cooversaiioD  wais  better  adapttd  to  our  lubject, 
aDd  more  likely  to  conduct  us  to  an  advantageous 
coDclosioQ  thai)  the  coastraiat  and  formality  of 
written  iDlercourae,  and  that  I  had  not  intended 
[0  present  a  note.  At  the  second  interview,  (on 
ibe  S2d  of  July,)  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  I  had 
uny  reaaon  to  conclude,  and  certainly  I  did  not 
conclude,  tbai  verbat  coromonication  had  not  con- 
tinned  10  be  acceptable  as  a  preparatory  oourse; 
ud  it  was  not  nniil  the  third  interview  (on  the 
^ih  of  July)  that  it  was  rejected  as  tnadmisaible.' 
But  even  then  1  was  not  told,  and  had  not  the 
imallesl  suspicion,  that  tbis  Tejeclion  was  to  be 
iscribed^  either  wholly 'or  partially,  to  the  mo- 
[ive  which  your  letter  has  since  announced  to 
ne.  That  this  ntptiva  bad,  neverlheleBs.ali  the 
uSuence  now  imputed  to  it  I  am  entirely  coo- 
ident,  ftnd  I  take  notice  of  it  only  because,  as  I 
Bl'e  not  mentioned  it  to  my  Qoveinment  in  my 
fficLal  aocouni  of  onr  conferences,  I  can  no  other' 
rise  justify  the  omission,  either  to  it  or  to  you, 
ban  by  ahowing  that  I  had,  in  icuth.  no  knowl* 
dge  of  tbe  fact  when  that  account  was  trans- 
nitted. 

I  may  lake  oecosioo  to  set  forth,  in  the  present 
eiter,  the  import  of  all  that  can  be  material  of 
mr  several  eoovertatieos,  according  to  my  lecol- 
eclion  of  them;  but  there  ate  some  points  to 
ivbich  I  ought  to  pay  a  more  particular  attention, 
jeoause  you  hare  thought  them  entitled  to  It; 
lithougb  I  ahould  myself,  perhaps,  have  been  in- 
:lined  to  think  that  they  had  lost  much  of  their 
mporcance  by  the  preseniatioi)  of  my  note  and 
he  receipt  of  your  written  answer;  both  of 
•  bich  are  perfectly  intelligible,  upon  these  points 
It  leftst,  without  the  aid  of  the  conferences  that 
ireceded  them. 

You  observe,  that  "  the  principal  points  in 
vhich  the  suggestions  brought  forward  by  die, 
n  personal  conference,  appear  to  you  to  have 
lifiered  in  some  degree  from  the  proposal  stated 
ly  me  in  writing,  are  two:  the  first,  that  in  coa- 
rersation  the  proposal  itself  was  not  distinctly 
itated  as  an  overture  anihoTized  by  my  Govern- 
aent ;  the  second,  that  the  beneficial  consequences, 
ikely  lo  result  to  this  country  from  theaccepisnce 
)f  Ihat  proposal,  were  "  pursued"  through  more 
iniplB  "  lUostraiians." 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  ihese  snpposed  dif- 
erences,  [  reel  persuaded,  sir,  that  upon  further 
-ecoUection,  it  will  occur  to  you,  ihaL  at  our  first 
:oiiference,  I  told  yon  explicitly  that  the  sub»tanee 
ifwhat  I  then  suggested,  (that  is  to  say,  that 
tout  orders  being  repealed  as  to  Qs,  we  would 
iuspend  the  embargo  as  to  Great  Britain,)  was 
Void  m^  Government;  but  thai  the  manner  of 
ionducting  and  illustrating  the  subject,  upon 
which  I  had  no  precise  twders,  was  my  own.  I 
loth  Co5.  xd  San.— JS 


even  repeated  to  you  the  words  of  my  instruction* 
as  they  were  upon  my  mwory ;  and  I  did  not  un- 
derstand, either  then  Or  afterwards,  that  there  was 
any  doubt  as  io  their  existence  or  their  sufficiency. 
or  any  desire  to  have  a  more  exact  and  formal 
communication  of  them  while  the  result  of  our 
discussions  was  distant  and  uncertain.  I  said, 
undoubtedly,  that  I  had  been  directed  to  require 
the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council; 
but  1  said  also  that,  althoagh  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  still  supposed  itself  to  be  au- 
thorised to  expect  their  repeal  npoi)  the  ground 
of  tight  as  it  existed  from  the  first,  (a  subject, 
however,  which  I  informed  yon  I  did  not  wish  at 
that  time  to  agitate,)  I  was,  notwithstanding,  em- 
ponered  to  give  you  the  above-mentioned  assur- 
ances, which  would,  as  I  presumed,  hold  out  in- 
dncements  to  Great  Britain,  as  well  on  the  seota 
of  policy  as  on  that  of  justice,  to  fulfil  that  ex-  ' 
peciation.  I  should  scarcely  have  undertaken  to 
ofier  such  assurances  as  from  myself,  or  upon  my 
own  "conviction"  that  the  President  would  act 
in  conformity  with  them.  And  I  shouli^  still  leas 
(if  that  were  possible)  have  ventured  to  ask  of 
you  that  you  would  make  them,  in  that  form,  the 
subject  of  repeated  conferences,  and  even  of  refer- 
ence to  others,  as  placing  the  question  of  a  recall 
or  continuance  of  the  Orders  in  Council  upon 
new  grounds  of  prudence  and  equity. 

If  It  is  merely  intended  (as  I  donnt  not  it  is)  to 
say  that  I  did  not  make,  or  declare  my  intention 
to  make,  my  overture  in  writing,  before  I  had  en- 
deavored to  prepare  for  it  by  personal  explanations 
such  a  reception  as  1  felt  it  deserved,  and  before 
I  could  ascertain  what  shape  would  it  be  most 
proper  to  give  to  it,  or  how  it  woold  be  met  by 
tbis  Qoveroment,  nothing  can  be  more  correct. 

It  was  my  sinewe  wish  that  my  proposal,  which 
I  believed  to  be  advantageous  to  Great  Britain. 
as  well  as  honorable  to  the  United  Sutes,  should 
be  accepted;  and  accordiogi];  I  preferred  a  mode 
of  proceeding,  which,  while  it  was  calculated  to 
avoid  unprofitable  discussions  upon  topics  of  aome 
delicacy  and  great  difficulty,  would  furnish  oppoi> 
tunicies  for  frank  and  friendly  communicaiioB 
upon  all  the  bearings  of  my  proposal,  and  lead  to 
the  result  at  which  I  aimed,  if  iiiat  result  should 
be  practicable  in  such  way  as  upon  mature  rejec- 
tion, and  after  a  liberal  iniercbangeof  sentiments, 
should  be  found  to  be  most  for  the  honor  of  oar 
respective  Qevernnients.  These  views  were  laid 
b«fore  you  without  reserve,  and  seemed  to  be  ap- 
proved ;  and  I  confess  to  you,  sir,  that  when  I  waa 
aflerwards  iafoimed  that,  if  I  would  obtain  an 
answer  to  my  overture,  I  must  make  it  ia  writing, 
and  that  I  must  not  look  for  any  previous  intima- 
tion of  the  nature  of  that  answer,  I  did  not  allow 
myself  anv  longer  to  anticipate  with  much  confi- 
dence sucn  an  issue  as  I  desired. 

The  seeond  difiereace  which  your  letter  snp" 
poses  10  exist  between  my  note  and  verbal  sug- 
gestions cannot,  I  think,  in  any  view,  be  very 
material.    I  will  say  something  upon  it,bowever. 

My  note  declares,  that,  if  f  forbear  lo  pnrsM 
certain  ideas  tbronshall  tiie  illustrations  of  whieli 
they  are  snscepliUe,  it  is  becaiuc  our  peraoaU 
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confereoeei,  •■  well  ■■  ibe  obrioo*  D>tnre  of  ibe 
ideal  iheiOMlTes,  rendtr  il  tmnecesaTf.  Tkii 
implies,  tmdoubtedlr.  thai  more  had  been  said  in 
oar  eooferciiees.  expltnaiorj  of  ihne  ideai,  (hao 
la  to  be  foutxi  in  the  note  itsetf ;  aad  ibai  itapli- 
eation  can  (careelf  be  otherwiie  tban  tftie,  if  I 
"uiwiiBted  largely," a«  fon  very  jtuilf  laf  I  dtd. 
"anon  the  eofftequeoeea  of  a  *o*pensioD  of  the 
«mum>  a*  to  Great  Britain,  while  it  still  coniin- 
■ed  lo  M  enforced  again*!  France." 

The  g^eneral  ide«  to  which  the  note  refen,  is 
tkai  jnitiee  aod  iniereti  coeipired  to  recommend 
that  yon  ibonld  uke  adTaniage  of  my  pfopacal. 
The  particular  pwitioni  are,  tliBt.  if  Toar  orden 
ftud  onr  embargo  ibould  be  rcfcinded  id  the  man- 
ner toggened.  ottr  eammercial  inierconrse  would 
be  immediately  rcriTcd  ;  thai,  if  PraDce  followed 
joor  example,  and  retracted  her  decrees,  ibe 
KTowed  porpiMe  of  your  orden  would  be  aceom- 
ptished  ;  that,  if  France  refuted  to  retract,  the 
American  embargo,  coDiiouipg  as  to  faer,  woald 
occupy  the  place  of  yoar  orden,  and  perform  (heir 
office  ereo  betl»  than  ibey  could  perform  it  ihem- 
atrlretk  without  any  of  the  drsadyantageB  inaepa- 
table  from  such  a  aystem. 

It  is  cHiain  that  to  our  cDnrersalions  I  endear- 
oted  to  prove  that  these  general  aad  parliculaT 
■olions  were  founded  in  truth,  by  a  Tariety  of 
sr^uraenls  thrown  out  in  a  lery  desultory  way 
With  more  zeal  than  precision,  and  with  that  en- 
tire freedom  which  unlimited  confidence  in  yoar 
oaodor,  and  a  f  rm  opinion  that  the  fiews  of  my 
Oorernment  would  derive  new  titles  to  respect 
from  a  full  examination,  were  calculated  lo  pro- 
duce. 

I  ibould  not  deal  ingenuoatly  wilh  you,  air,  if 
I  were  to  pretend  that  I  think  myself  able  lo 
recapitolale  ihe«e  disjointed  arguments  as  they 
were  actually  delivered  ;  and  1  am  quite  sure  that 
I  shall  consult  your  gratification,  as  veil  as  my 
own  credit,  by  declining  eueh  an  undertaking. 
But  I  iblok  I  can  state,  in  a  condensed  form,  what 
I  intended  vou  should  ttndersiand  ;  and  I  presume 
that  what  I  did  My  was  not  very  wide  of^my  real 
ImprMtiona. 

Upon  the  footing  on  which  myoverturewonld 

iilaea  the  justice  oflbe  British  orders,  I  did  not  go 
nto  much  detail  at  any  one  of  the  three  inter- 
Tlewi  mentioned  in  your  letter.  But,  combining 
my  uueonuected  and  occaalooal  obseryations  on 
that  point,  as  ihey  were  made  at  different  times, 
and  more  especisliy  as  they  were  afcef wards  given 
and  eolarEed  upon  when  I  had  Ibe  honor  to  seci 
yott  on  the  SQih  of  August,  (of  which,  however,' 
It  is  proper  to  say  I  have  only  a  Vfry  scanty  mem- 
orandum,) their  import  will  not  perhaps  be  found 
tobemuch,ifatalf,mi»lBken  insuch  parlsofthe 
following  stHtement  as  relate  lo  that  branch  of  the 
snbjecl. 

f  meant  to  suggest,  then,  that  upon  your  own 
principles  it  would  be  exiremely  difficult  to  de- 
cline my  proposal;  that  yonr  orders  inculcate,  as 
(he  duly  of  ueuiral  nations,  resistance  to  the  mari- 
time decrees  of  France,  as  overturntng  ihe  pub- 
lic law  of  the  world,  and  profeisediy  rely  upon 
Ibat  duly,  and  an  impaled  abaadmimeiil  of  it,  for 


theit  indnceBent  asd  ibeir  jnsiil<ii)w|  t^t^^ 
these  orders,  ibat  (tf  ibe  7th  ofisaury,  isn  (^ 
which  (he  lubvqacDt  orden  of  NoTraknin 
said,  in  year  official  reply  lomy  aewof  ibta 
of  Angw,  to  be  only  an  eiiniion.'-iintMMi 
in  opetatlon,  not  in  principle,'')  waiptwijntd 
and  carried  into  effiMt  a  lew  weebolf  ifHiib 
Berlin  decree  bad  Bade  its  appetnac^altiikt 
American  Oovernment  could  notwaaUftHf 
thai  saeh  a  decree  existed,  wben  lim  islitn 
noailempt  lo  enforce  it,  and  wkeaiiUhaw 
probable  thai  it  would  not  be  eafontlailln 
the  prejudice  trf  neutial  rij^U;  ihiiihgiiti 
orders  were  iscned  before  the  Amrim  Qtitn- 
meni,  with  reference  to  any  pndiai  riohm 
of  its  rig-btt,  by  an  attempt  to  naiv  lii  BoIib 
decree  in  a  aeoae  dilertni  from  ik  lifakigu 
of  ihe  ireaty  sobiisting  beiweatbtOtaidSuu 
and  France,  aaj  from  the  expluaaM  pm  to 
Oeneral  Armstrong  by  the  Fread  Hinin  ■( 
Marine,  and  afterwards  tmplicdj  Nsiimribi 
Qenersl  Champagny.aawellaibystoncMtlai 
practice,  bad  any  Kufficient  <q)poitalliIf«llpf■■ 
ing  that  decree,  otherwise  tua  il  iiiiffati\i 
that  your  orders,  thm  proceedtof  ^  u  U' 
sumeoacqnieiceDce  not  exiBtiDgiBriiLMilBiri 
a  thousand-fold,  ihroogh  iherigbn^ttcDiM 
Stales,  wrongs  rather  ihrm«ie<liUD((li,iUk 
Tou  were  not  authorized  to  proimt  lit  Ciiit^ 
Slates  wDQid  not  themse1resrrpel,isibirkM 
and  their  iniereets  required;  tbsi  orin^ni^ 
sued,  were,  to  say  the  least  of  ihem,uuMm- 
able  inierpotiiion  bBtweeo  the  injuria  ltd  ibc 
injured  parly,  in  a  way  the  most  fiul  uiti  In- 
ter; that,  by  taking  jnsiice  into  ywnn hull 
before  you  were  eniltjed  lo  do  bo,  it  ibe  HfW 
of  cverylhiog  like  neutral  riflili,  and  e'ci  ii 
the  expense  of  other  righi^  jindf  ibtobJNUnl  , 
yet  greater  sensibility,  and  bt  iaiieinj  "F"  ' 
oeuiral  nations,  or  rAihernponibtUBi''d3iiia,  , 
Ihe  only  neutral  nation,  JDJuiio  iiiCriit'rDiin  ; 
severe  and  extensive  than  it  m  in  iki  fowe  ; 
of  France  to  inaiet,  you  emtanwsl  »i  "■>-  ' 
founded,  and  rendered  impraetitsUE,  ibn  •«! 
resistance  which  you  demanded  «(i«'|i)>iDT 
proposal  destroyed  all  imagiitblt  a«i«i  >" 
eoDtioning,  whatever  might  hare  bMaita-W;? 
for  adopt iog,  this  new  scheme  of  wlfftil"'" 
enabled  you  to  withdraw,  with  dipuiT,""'"" 
with  advantage,  what  shoald  n«  Iiih«"*«" 
Iween  France  end  us;  lhslilsnM(»«T7»wn 
place  DB  at  issue  with  that  Pown,»» 
other  words,  in  iheprectieBin)aiiDBis™«'I7 
'laVe  maintained  we  ooghl  lo  beWMji"'' 
hould  persist  in  obnoxiousedioti;  U"*""* 
linuanceof  our  emhargo,  so  modiSfd,  wo«M « 
atleasieguivalenlto  yoor  orden, for imLidiI"' 
most  efficient  state,  your  orders  coald  donoaw 
as  regards  the  United  Stales,  iSin  "'"^_Z 
trade  u-itb  Frtnee,  and  the  couninw  «««iw» 
with  her,  and  that  our  embargo  reeinn^ "J 
France  and  those  countries,  would  donxilt* 
same)  that  if  the  two  eoeraes  *«  <^ 
even  nearly,  upon  a  level,  in  point  of  «!«««"■ 
Great  Britain  ought  lo  be  forward  loiJV^ 
which  wu  coaaistent  with  the  lights,  and  nf^ 
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(bl  to  the  feeliogis,  of  otfcvra;  that  mj  praftosal, 
howerer,  had  nowerrol  HCvnimendacioDs,  Vhich 
ihe  Orders  in  Council  had  oot;  that  it  would  re- 
Miablish,  wiiboni  (he  huard  of  BOy  dtiadran- 
tage,  before  new  faabiti  had  rendered  it  diScult  if 
sol  impoasible,  a  trafBe  wliich  nouriibed  four 
molt  eiHniial  TnaDafaclurei.  and  rarioas  other 
important  aoureei  of  yoar  proiperity ;  that  it 
Fould  Dot  tmlr  restore  a  connexioD,  TaluaUe  in 
ill  ill  riew^  bni  prepre  the  way  for  the  retara 
irmatoal  kindness,  (or  adjustment*  greatly  to  be 
lesired,  and,  in  a  word,  for  all  (hose  censetfaeoces 
ffhich  follow  ia  ihe  lirain  of  iDagntiiimiiy  and 
ioncillaiioD.  associated  with  prudence  and  inuice. 

Among  ibe  obserraiioBs  intended  lo  il[osi»aie 
ny  opinion  of  the  certain,  probable,  and  possiUe 
iftcis  of  the  eonenTretit  acts  which  my  proposal 
lid  iu  TJew,  were  iho«e  to  which  yoo  blluded 
D  the  sixth  paragraph  of  yoar  letter.  HatHng 
rialed  ihat  renewed  commercial  iniercoarse  be- 
ween  Qreat  Briiain  and  Ihe  United  Staten  would 
W  the  first  effect,  I  remarked,  in  [be  progress  of 
he  conversatioD,  Ihat  (he  edicts  of  France  eould 
>ot  prereot  ih«t  iniercODrse,  eyen  if  Prance  should 
idhere  to  ihem ;  alibougb  Great  Britain,  by  her 
vperior  naval  means,  might  be  able  to  preT«nt 
heconTerseofii;  ihst  the  power  of  France  upon 
he  seas  was  in  no  degree  adeijuaie  (o  sucb  a  pnr- 
Kwe,  add,  if  it  wereoiherwise,  that  it  was  not  to 
>e  supposed  that  the  Uniied  Slates,  resuming  their 
awful  commerce  with  this  conotry^  after  s  recall 
if  the  Brilish  Orders  in  Council,  woold  take  no 
Deasures  agiinst  systemaiie  interruptions  of  that 
iommerce  by  foree  and  riolcace,  if  sttek  sfaoald 
>e  attempted. 

If,  when  I  waa  honored  with  the  different  iii- 
tervtewa  before  mentioned,  I  had  b«ett  able  to 
sonjecture  the  nature  of  the  arguments  which 
Retire  (o  have  inflaene*  agafokt  my  proposal,  as  I 
low  find  them  stated  io  your  answer  to  my  note, 
[  should  have  veattired  to  sogneat,  in  addition  lo 
he  remarhB  aetnally  tnbtnitted  to  yoar  cooiider- 
iiion.  that,  if  "the  blockade  of  the  European 
mnlMleDt,"  by  France  and  the  Powers  sufmer' 
rient  to  or  in  comhiaatioa  wilh  her,  to  which 
^our  orders,  Bk  "a  tampersK  but  determined  re- 
•iiation,"  weM  opposed,  baa  been  "raiaed  eren 
wforeit  had  been  well  established," ind  if  "tbac 
ifstem,"  to  opposed,  "  erf  whteh  extent  and  con- 
inuiif  were  ine  rital  principles,  has  tweit  broken 
ipintofragmebts  alterlv  harmless  and  contempt- 
ble,"  tbere  seemk  soarceljr  lo  be  left,  in  your  own 
riew  of  the  subject,  any  intelligible  justificBlion 
or  perseTeranee  in  snob  of  the  retaliatory  mea- 
inres  of  Oreat  Britain  as  cpeiate  through  ibe  ae- 
knowledged  rights  of  a  Power,  confessedly  no 
Mfly  to  that  combination,  and  ready  to  fulfil  her 
rair  neutral  obligations  if  you  will  sdffer  her  to 
lo  to.  Under  such  circumstancet,  to  abaodon, 
irhst  it  is  admitted  to  have  lost,  its  oWa  legiii- 
nate  object,  is  not  "concession;"  it  is  simple 
iustice.  To  France,  indeed,  it  might  be  eonces- 
lion.  But  it  is  not  France,  it  is  tbe  Oorernmant 
>f  America,  neither  subservient  to  France  uor 
Ktmbioed  with  Fratice,  a  third  party  whose  rights 
iiidiaMreitay««riRdn>dcBplyaffeet,wi(bouiaD]r 


adequate  iieeeMity,Bccorditig  to  your  own  shov- 
ing, that  requires  ihcir  raeall ;  and  that,  too,  upon 
terms,  which  cannot  but  promote  itre  declared 
purposes  of  these  orders,  if  auy  remain  to  be  pnH 
moted.  I  say  "without  any-adequate  necessity 
Bccordin|  to  your  own  shewing ;"  for  I  am  per- 
■□aded,  sir,  you  do  not  mean  to  tell  us,  as  upon  a 
hasty  pereoal  of  youi  answer  to  my  note  might 
be  imagined,  that  thoae  rights  and  interests  are 
to  be  set  at  banght,  "lest  a  doubt  should  remain 
to  distant  tltnes  of  the  detefminalioa  and  the 
ability  of  Oreat  Britain  to  hare  continaed  b«r 
reiisianoe,"  or  that  your  orders  may,  indeflnltely, 
give  a  new  law  to  (he  ocean,  lest  the  motive  to 
their  repeai  ahould  be  mtsukeo  by  your  enemy. 
If  ibia  might,  indeed,  be  so,  you  will,  perhapi, 
permit  me  lo  Wy,  that,  highly  as  we  may  be  dis- 
posed to  prize  the  firm  atiitade  and  vast  meaus  of 
your  country,  at  this  eventful  moment,  it  wonU 
possibly  suggest  to  some  minds  a  reLuctaat  doubt 
on  the  tnbjecl  of  your  observation,  "that  tba 
strengtik  and  power  of  Qreat  Britain  are  not  foi 
heiaelf  only,  nut  for  the  world." 

I  might  also  have  been  led  to  intimate  ihat  my 
proposal  could  apparently  lose  nothing  by  admit- 
ting, that,  "  by  some  nnforiunaie  concurrence  of 
eircoDastaneei.  without  any  hostile  intenlioo,  tbe 
American  embargo  did  come  ia  aid  of  "the  ha- 
fon^mcntioned"  blockade  of  the  European  conti- 
nent, precisely  at  the  very  monkent  wlienj  if  that 
blockade  could  have  succeeded  at  all,  this  inter- 
poaition  of  the  Americau  Qovernmsat  would 
most  effectually  have  contributed  m  its  saccest." 
Yet,  i  should  probably  have  thought  myself  bound 
to  remind  you,  that,  whatever  may  be  (he  truth  o£ 
this  speculation,  (be  same  embargo  withheld  onr 
(onnsgeand  prodoctioos  from  that  communica- 
tion with  the  colonies  of  your  enemiesand  with 
the  finropean  contioenl,  which  you  ha^  asserted 
your  right  to  prevent;  which,  as  a  direct  commn- 
nication  (with  the  Continent,)  y«a  had  io  faot 
prohibited;  which,  even  [htoogh  the  British  ports, 
or  in  other  qualified  forms,  you  had  profened  to 
tolerate,  aax  ae  that  which  could  be  claimed,  bat 
asaii  indulgence  that  could  at  any  time  be  with- 
drawn ;  which,  as  a  traffic  for  the  United  Statn 
to  engage  in,  yon  had  at  least  diaeoaraged,  not 
nly  by  cheeks  and  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its 


fiscal,  or  other  peculiar  policy  of  Great  Britahi 
might  require,  and  to  subject  it  to  the  esclusire 
jurisdiction  of  her  muoicipal  aode,  armed  with 
all  the  prerogatives  of  that  universal  law  lo  which 
nations  are  accustomed  to  look  for  the  rights  of 
neutral  commerce. 

In  giving  an  account  of  onv  second  eonferenoe 
you  say ''that,  tho^h  not  stating  myself  to  be 
authorized  by  my  Gov  em  meat  formally  to  offer 
the  snapension  of  ibe  embargo  as  an  immediate 
rppeal  of  tbe  Orders  inOouncil,  yet  I  did  profeis 
iny  readineu  to  take  upon  myself  to  make  that 
oner,  provided  ihat  you  would  give  me  before- 
hand an  unofiSeinl  assurance  that,  coupled  with 
that  offer  so  mnde,  the  demand  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Olden  would  be  favorably  received  j  bat  rov, 
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of  conrM,  decliDrd  lo  give  aur  ipch  previoaa  ■■■ 
tnriDce ;  bai,  ■*  I  *pp«rejTo  ■men  gnu  itu- 
poTUace  to  thii  lugxcsiion,  tod  jou  were  led  lo 
think  ihRt  a  eompliiDc*  witb  it  mi^ht  relieve  me 
from  a  difficulcy  m  execaiiog  tfae  iDdruelioni  of 
nj  OovemmeDI,  you  conaented  (□  uke  a  few 
di^H  to  coDiider  of  it,  and  to  reierve  your  defioitive 
■nawer  until  yoa  ibould  see  me  •giin."  You 
then  obierve  tbit  you  never  doubted,  in  yonr  own 
miod,  as  to  the  ineipedieney  and  impropiiety  of 
encouraging  me  lA  take  ao  unauthorized  iiep,  by 
an  unofficial  promise  that  it  sboDld  be  well  re- 
ceived. 1  am  «ure  you  did  not,  sir;  but  I  rnutl 
take  the  liberty  to  biv  thai  1  am  equally  ure  th«t 
I  never  thought  of  asking  yon  to  fire  me  enconr- 
■gentent  to  take  an  unauthorized  step  of  any  kind. 
I  an,  indeed,  troly  mortified  (hat  ^y  condiict  hai 
appeared  to  you  m  that  li^ht;  and  I  should  not 
.  M  readily  consoled,  if  I  did  not  reflect  that,  in 
condescending  to  listen,  even  for  a  mCment,  to 
what  mtm  havi  struck  yon  as  an  irregularity,  as 
▼■in  and  nogaiory  in  its  purpose  as  reprehensible 
in  its  principle,  you  must  at  least  have  given  me 
credit  for  good  intentions,  and  for  a  strong  rietire, 
■incerely  felt,  although  erroneously  obeyed,  that 
our  countries  ahauld  find  themselves  Id  that  rela- 
tive poMiion  which  suits  the  interests  and  tends 
to  the  happiness  of  both. 

When  1  profesMd  a  readiness  to  make  my  pro- 
posal in  writing,  it  was^as  you  itate,  provision- 
ally; but  I  did  not  intimate  that  1  was  acliDg 
without  authority,  nor  did  I  comprehend  that  sach 
Wat,  as  I  now  know  it  to  have  b«en,  your  impres- 
aion.  The  provisional  natare  of  my  offer  arosE 
out  of  circumitaneei,  and  was  afterwards  pressed 
upon  conviction  that,  if  it  was  meant  to  adopt 
'  s  of  the  President,  nothing  more  codM 
aty.  I  uodentood  you  to  m  desiroasof 
■seertainiog  whether  I  was  empowered  and  dis- 
posed, with  a  view  to  a  final  arrangement,  to  pre- 
aent  what  1  had  sugj^aied,  in  a  written  form,  as 
an  oreitnre  origioating  with  my  Oorernment.  I 
■aid,  of  courae,  that,  everything  being  first  ma- 
tured, a  note  should  bapieacnted,  hut  that  I  would, 
with  your  permission,  take  a  little  time  to  con-> 
aider  of  the  manner  and  terms.  I  did  not  at  tliat 
time  suppose  that  we  were  eottieninf^  about  a 
wriileD  proposal  which  was  to  be  made  only  to 
be  reject^,  or  even  for  the  purpose  of  deliberation ; 
and  consequently,  in  professing  my  willingness 
lo  make  it  as  soon  as  we  were  prepared  for  it.  I 
presumed  that  1  had  done  all  llal  you  desired. 
And  1  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  not  only  by 
yonr  saying  nothing,  as  I  supposed,  to  the  con- 
trary, hut  by  your  requesting  me,  as  1  was  aboni 
to  leave  the  room,  to  employ  myself,  before  the 
next  interviaw,  upon  such  a  note  aa  we  had  been 
talking  of  j  and  then  retracting  that  reqaesi,  by 
obsemnK,  that  I  would  doubllesB  first  desire  to 
know  what  were  yoor  ideas  and  intentions  upon 
the  sDbject  of  it,  with  which  I  was  given  to  on- 


At  the  third  interview,  after  speaking  of  a  trans- 
action upon  the  Lakes,  of  which  your  traders  com- 
.  plained,  and  of  anotnei  occDttenc!)  ia  the  bay 


of  ftwamaqnoddy,  ]rcra  observed,  that  yon  bai 
tfaonghi  long  and  anuoailr  upon  -what  I  had  sn«- 
gested  to  yoa ;  that  the  snojeet  bad  at  first  struct 
you  as  being  much  more  simple  tb«n  upon  care- 
ful examinalioD  it  bad  been  (oond  to  be ;  that,  ia 
the  actual  state  of  the  world,  it  bebooved  both  job 
and  me  to  move  in  this  aSkir  with  every  possible 
degree  of  circumspection ;  that,'  wiihoai  some 
eiplieil  ptopoMl  on  my  part,  in  writing,  upon 
which  ibe  British  Government  could  ddiberaia 
and  net,  nothing  could  be  done ;  and,  finally,  that  . 
you  must  leave  me  to  coosntt  my  ovd  discretioB 
whether  I  would  loake  such  a.  mntposaL 

It  appeared  to  me  that,  if  Ihia  determinaiioa 
should  be  persisted  in.myorermre  was  not  likely 
to  be  successful;  and  I  urged,  Accordiogir,  the 
propriety  of  going  on  inacoorae  which  wniud  lead 
us  lo  a  belter  issue.  That  cout«e  was,  that  wo 
should  undettfand  one  another  aa  to  o«r  lespect- 
ive  views,  and  that  a«0Dci9e  note,  which  t  had 
in  fact  prepared  since  tbe  last  meeting,  should 
then  be  presented  and  acted  upon.  Ton  informed 
me  that  my  wish  in  this  particular  could  not  be 
acceded  lo ;  that,  if  I  presented  a  note,  you  mnal 
be  left  at  perfect  liberty  lo  decide  upon  what  it 
proposed ;  that  you  conld  not  give  me  even  an 
intimation  of  the^probablh  consequences  or  it; 
and,  in  a  word,  that  yoa  woold  neitner  invite  not 
discourage  such  a  proceeding.  You  added  liiat 
there  were  some  points  belonging  to  the  subject 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  diicnsi  ia  wnttng, 
one  of  which  was  the  eonneiios  between  our 
embargo  and  yoor  orders  of  Hovetnbery  supposed 
to  be  implied '  by  my  propoal.  I  renuttkra  that, 
with  an  actual  result  in  view.and  witti  a  wish  to 
arrive  at  that  result  without  delay, it  conld  not  be 
advisable  to  entanele  ourselves  in  a  wduen  cor- 
respondence, undeooed  aa  to  its  scope  and  dura- 
tion, upon  topics  on  which  we  were  not  likely  to 
agree,Bnil  that,  ifl  were  toframemynoie,  wiiha 
knowledge  that  it  was  to  provoke  argnmeot,  in- 
stead of  leading  at  thii  crisis  to  a  xalacary  chaage 
In  the  state  of  the  world,  yon  must  be  constioos 
that  I  too  mQsl  argue.  And  where  woold  this 
end  1  To  what  wholesome  consequences  wooM 
it  conduct  nsl  At  the  clone  of  the  inteniew  I 
ofaaervad  that,  as  the  footing  upon  which  the  sub- 

{'rot  was  now  placed  made  delay  of  ao  importance 
should  take  time  lo  prepare  inch  further  pn»- 
eeeding  as  the  occaMou  reqaircd. 
On  uie  26ih  of  August  I  had  tbe  honor  to  tee 

fon  again,  and,  after  entering  more  ki  large  thtn 
had  before  believed  to  be  proper  into  a  coBsid* 
aiion  of  tbe  efiect  of  my  propoaal  on  the  eqiuly 
of  adhering  to  your  Order*  in  Council,  and,  after 
reading  loyou  parti  of  mr  instrnctiona.  I  ddir- 
ered  an  official  note,  in  which  the  proposal  was 
made  in  the  form  teqaired. 

Something  was  eaid  at  this  interview  of  the 
■&ir  of  tbe  Chesapeake,  and  the  President's  pro- 
clamation, which  it  is  not,  I  presume,  necesssiy 
to  repeat.  It  will  be  sufiicieni  to  state,  that  foa 
asked  me.  what  was  to  be  done  with  ihesem^ 
jectsi  And  that  my  reply  was,  that  they  had  do 
conneiion  with  the  present ;  but  thati  conld  say, 
with  eonfidenet^  that  my  QovetBBKait  Iwd  evcty 
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iiiposiCiOQ  to  attend  to  them,  with  a  view  tpeticb 
la  adjusimeot  ■«  would  be  honorable  to  both 
larlies.  idid  tiot  suppose  tbil  it  was  expected  ffor 
roa  did  not  intimate  such  an  expeciatioa)  that 
enewed  negoiiatioa  upon  these  points  should, 
IS  weil  as  the  repen  t,  upon  lerms,  of  jonr  Orders 
D  CouDcil,  be  ioTiied  by  a  Fdrmal  overture  from 
he  QoTermoent  of  America. 
I  will  not  trouble  you  with  manf  obaerTStiona 

Voa  BUte  in  your  tetter  that  "  there  wai 
oiat  upon  which  you  were  particolarly  anxion* 
n  receive  precise  informatioay  and  upon  which, 
rom  my  candor  and  franliQess,  rou  were  for- 
DDate  enough  to  obtain  it."  Tbia  was,  "whe- 
ber  in  fact  the  Orders  in  Council  of  November 
ad  been  known  to  ths  Government  of  the  Unj' 
9d  Slates  previously  to  ihe  Meuage  of  ths  Pres- 
jenc  proposing  the  embargo,  so  as  lo  be  a  moving 
ODsideratioD  to  chat  Message  ?"  I  quote  this 
assage  principally  that  I  may  recall  to  your  re- 
ollection  that  iny  susgestions  upon  tb»»nbieet 
r  it  were  not  ronde  officially,  or  as  iKin^  aathor- 
]ei  or  furniihed  b^  any  communicBtioa  from 
ly  Oovernmeni,  or  in  answer  to  any  direct  in* 
ujries  on  your  part.  They  were  very  briefly 
lade  near  tne  close,  as  I  think,  of  onr  thir^  inter- 
iew,ia  consequence  of  your  intimatioD,  notend- 
),  perhaps,  to  ainonnt  to  an  inquiry,)  that  my 
roposal'  implied  that  tbe  embar^  bad  been  pro* 
iced  by  tbe  orders  gf  November;  to  wlkich  yon 
Ided  that  this  could  not  be  admitted,  tod,  (as  I 
Jraprehended  whit  you  Mid,)  that  it  even  re- 
aired  to  be  made  the  sobjeet  of  some  notice  or 
iseussion  in  wriiiog,  at  intimately  connected 
'ith  my  proposal,  if  it  shoold  be  broagbt  forward 
1  that  shape;  anil  I  understood  yoo  to  assign  this 
!  one  of  the  reasons  why  a  written  overture  was 
idispensable.  In  replying  to  that  inlimatioo,  and 
le remarks  wbtcb followed  il,'l  professed  lospeak, 
I  Idid  io  faclspaak,  from  general  ioforraalion  only, 
id  disclaimed,  as  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  all  ao- 
Lority  to  say  more  upon  the  nature  and  origin  of 
le  embargo  than  I  had  some  time  before  commu- 
icated  to  you,  in  obedience  to  tbe  orders  of  tbe 
resident.  The  purpose  of  my  observatiaiis  vas 
liefly  lo  show  thai  there  was  no  inducement  for 
nbarkiag  in  formal  discussions  upon  this  point; 
id  I  assured  you  that  it  was'  not  in  my  power, 
ther  as  respected  inalnKtions  from  my  Oaverii- 
omei|l,  or  knowledge  of  facts,  to  do  so.  My 
linioii  was,  and  I  spoke  aceoidmgly,  that  it  was 
le  of  those  questions  which  might  be  left  com- 
etely  at  resi,-withDUt  the  least  injury  to  the 
i-dom  or  tbe  justice  of  our  conelusioos  upon 
\e  great  object  of  our  conferences.  There  could 
!  DO  objection,  however,  to  my  giving  you  on 
lis  head  such  conjectural  information  as  I  was 
lie;  on  the  contrary,  by  folly  disclosing  to 
lu  my  own  materials  for  forming  an  opinion 
3on  it,  you  would  be  enabled  more  distinctly  to 
e  that  I  could  take  no  part  in  any  discnssiog 
hich  you  might  propose  lo  apply  to  it.  And  I 
mid  not  but  be  assuted-  that  any  anxiety  yoa 
ight  feel  Id  obtain  a  knowledge  of  tbe  facts  in 
i«stioD  sprung  from  considetationi  wlueli  bad 


mind  was  far  aboT^he  tanch  of  prejodic  , 
would  ascriba  the  America*  embargo  to  parti- 
cipation in  tbe  councils  ot' views  of  your  adver- 
sary,  or  of  any  foreign  Power  whatsoe^r. 

My  suggestions  were  to  the  following  effect: 
that  I  believed  that  no  copy  of  your  orders  of 
November  had  arrived  in  the  United  Slates,. at 
ihe  dale  of 'ihe  President's  Message ;  thai  a  receot 
change  in  the  conduct  of  France  lo  our  prejudice 
did  appear  to  be  known;  thai  intelligence  had 
been  received,  and  a  belief  entertained,  of  your 
intention  to  adopt  some  further  measure,  as  a 
measnre  of  retaliation  a^inst  France,  by  which 
oar  commerce  ao3  our  nghis  would  be  affected  t 
thai  there  was  reason  to  conclude  tbatvyoQ  had 
actually  adopMd  such  a  measure;  that  (as  I  eot- 
lecled  from  American  newspapers)  tbia  had  ap> 
peared  from  private  letters  and  the  newi-papers  of 
this  counlry,  received  in  the  United  Slates  som* 
days  before  the  Message  of  the  President,  and 
probably  known  to  the  Oovernment;  that,  in  » 
word,  various  information  concurred  to  show  that 
our  trade  was  likely  to  be  assailed  by  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  both  of  the  belligerent  parties  ;- 
and  that  the  embargo  woe  a  measure  of  wise  and 
peaceful"  precauiioo,  adopted  under  this  view  of 
reasonably  aniici[)ated  peril. 

You  observe,  in  anolhet  part  of  your  letter, 
ihat  you  have  always  rather  wished  to  refer  th« 
argumeolatif  e  discDssion  of  the  subject  of  ibe  Or- 
ders in  Council  to  ibe  official  correspondence 
which  you  have  more  than, once  been  taught  to 
expect  me  to  open  upon'  ii.  If  I  tticHild  object  to 
any  part  of  this  Htatement^  of  which  the  sufaslanee 
is  lAidoubiedly  correct,  it  would  be  the  worda 
"more  than  once."  Your  wish  has  also  appeared 
to  be  such,  as  you  now  represent  it,  and  you  had 
reason  to  expect  that  I  would  commeiMe  a  writ- 
ten discussion  of  the  orders  of  November  sooit 
after  their  publicaiion,  I  had  told  you  that  I 
ihould  do  so,  and  you  bad  said  tbat  iWe  could 
>e  no  obieciioQ  to  it.  But  you  m re  anerwarda 
nformed  that,  upon  reflection,  I  had  determined 
0  leave  the  subject  where  It  was,  until  I  should 
know  the  pleasure  of  my  Government. 

The  orders  had  been  officially  comrauntcsted, 

>t  to  me,  but  to  Mr.  Madison,  ihrough  the  Brit- 
ish Minister  at  Washington.  It  seemed,  there- 
fore,  lo  bd  proper,  (unless  my  instructions  should 
make  it  olherwise,)'lbat  the  view  which  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  took  of  them  should 
its  Tvay  to  you  through  the  same  cbanael ; 
accordingly,  the  letters  of  Mt.  Madison,  to 
which  I  have  referred  in  my  note  of  tbe  S3d  of 
AugDst,  did  open  at  great  lenglb  a  discnssioiii 
which  1  could  have  no  inducement  to  shun,  al- 
though I  did  not  continue  to  think  myself  auinof- 
ized  to  commence  it. 

It  only  remains  to  add,  that  your  share  in  one 


manner,  although  reserved,  was,  as  it  always  ia, 
perfeoily  frieodly. 

I  need  not  say  that  if,  in  this  letter,  writiea 
under  the  iBflaeD^  of  siiicere  eoacein,  the  pn^ 
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pcHil  1  hid  tbe  hoDor  lo  Uir  b«fore  yaa  bta  been 
anincceairul,  apjihing  «  to  be  fonnd  which  vau 
could  wiah  to  ba  otwiwita  than  it  ia,  I  iball  b« 
lh«  firtt  to  rtgret  tbal  I  hkfe  Dot  been  able  to  do 
JDUice  to  iDf  DWD  ferliogi  and  intention*. 
1  hare  tha  honor  to  br,  Ac 

W^ILLIAH  PINKNBY. 

Mr.  Pinknaj  to  Mr.  MadUon. 

LoHDON,  Nov.  25, 1808, 

Bib  :  I  bave  the  bon»r  to  send  aoclwed  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  received  laat  nig^ht  from  Mr.  Caoning, 
Id  aa«w«r  to  my  lettci  to  bin  of  ibe  lOlh  of  \ui 
moo  lb. 

The  lone  of  thi*  letter  randen  it  impowible  to 
f«p)y  to  it  with  a  view  to  a  diiciiifioo  of  vhai  it 
.  contain*;  allbaugh  ii  ii  not  wiibout  further  io- 
•dTeiteacei  a*  to  facti,  and  many  of  the  obseTra- 
tions  are  open  to  exception.  I  intend,  however, 
to  combine,  with  an  aoknowlcdgment  of  the  r»- 
eeipt  of  it,  two  ihort  eiplanaliona.  The  fint 
will  relate  to  tha  new  and  extraordinary  conjee- 
mre,  which  it  iotimaiea,  that  my  aiiihorily  waa 
eontinffCDt;and  the  Mcood  will  remind  Mr.  Can- 
ning that  my  letter  of  the  10th  of  October  doe* 
aot,  at  be  iuaginea,  leave  UDUplained  the  remark 
that  "  the  ptoTiiioaal  nature  of  my  offer  to  nuke 
ipypiopoeal  in  writing  aroie  out  of  circumstan- 
oe*;''  bnl,  on  the  eontrary,  that  tha  explanation 
immediately  foUowi  the  remark. 

The  Union  i*  not  yet  reiurned  frota  France. 
LieiOeDaBt  Qibbon  arrived  io  Loodoa  more  than 
three  weclu  ago,  and  delivered  your  letter  of  the 
9tb  of  September,  with  duplicaics  of  paper*  in 
the  eaae  ot  the  LiUle  William,  and  eopiei  of  lei- 
tera  which  lately  poiaed  between  the  Department 
of  Bute  and  w.  Et^iue. 

I  have  the  hwtor  to  be,  &c. 

WILUAM  PINEN£Y. 

Hon.  Jameb  Mambox. 

[Refened  to  in  the  precediDg  deapatcb.] 
Mr.  CaDning  to  Hi.  Knkaej. 

Foutidii  Offioe,  Nov.  22, 1608. 

Bir;  I  r«f[r«(  exceedingly  that  an  □auaval  and 
anintermitttog  preesure  or  official  busineci  has 
prevented  me  from  findiDS  en  earlier  opportunity 
to  reply  to  yon  letter  of  lae  lOtb  of  last  month. 

The  observations  which  I  k&re  to  offer  upon 
eome  parts  of  that  letter  are  not,  indeed  of  *uch 
a  nature,  as  to  make  it  matter  of  atiy  great  im- 
portance whether  you  receive  them  a  week  eoooer 
or  later ;  as  they  refer  lea*  to  any  point  of  public 
JDtereat  to  o«r  two  GovernmeDia  than  to  what 
Itaipaised  perMinally  between  oorselves. 

But  1  should  have  been  much  mortified  if  you 
could  have  been  led  la  believe  me  deficient  in 
aileolion  (o  yon  ;  the  manner  *e  well  ai  the  sub- 
Btanee  of  the  coromuaicatkit,  which  I  iiavehad 
the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  entitling  it  to  the 
moet  prompt  and  candid  soaeideraitoa.  Yoor  nn- 
dereiaDding  of  the  motives  which  indoeed  me  to 
accompany  my  official  note  of  the  23d  September 
with  my  letter  of  the  same  date,  ii  oe  far  inpei- ; 


feet;  aa  that  yoa  seem  to  imagine  that  tbe  wiak  to 
guard  agiiut  misrepreientaiioa  w«*  tbe  only 
motive  which  indueefl  ma  to  write  that  lctter,and 
cbat,  from  that  motive  alone,  1  aliould,  in  any  caae, 
have  tronUed  you  with  it.  Wher^u,  1  mart 
have  exprvMed  roytelf  very  incorteeUy  indeed,  if 
I  did  not  convey  (o  you  the  assurance,  that  if 
what  had  pasted  between  ue  in  convenfttion  had 
nM  been  referred  to  by  yon  in  year  olEcial  letter 
of  the  23d  August,  I  certainly  shonlJ  not  have 
tboaght  it  aece*«ary  or  pr^ier  to  pveen-ve  any 
wrilien  record  of  your  verhal  cammunicatioM^ 
which  I  understood  at  the  thne  to  be  confidential, 
and  which  1  certainly  wa*  to  far  fromatieaapti^ 
or  intendisg  10  "  discounieDance,"  that  I  hare  no 
donbt  but  [  expressed  myself  (at  you  My  I  did) 
in  favor  of  "  the  courae  which  yon  adopted,  as 
well  suited  to  the  oceaaion."  Bat  yen  stale,  at 
tbe  tame  time,  most  correctly,  that  it  was  at  « 
preparatory  eourae,  that  I  underitood  andeneout- 
agend  ihii  vetbnl  and  eenSdeatial  communieatiaa. 
1  never  did  nor  could  understand  it  as  being  iv 
lended  to  supersede  or  supply  tbe  place  of  an  <£- 
ctal  overtare.  I  never  did  nor  caaldsnppose  that 
the  overtnra  of  yoor  Government,  and  the  answer 
of  the  British  Qovernmaoi  to  it,  were  intended  to 
be  intrusted  solely  to  our  recoil eetioos.  Acentd- 
ingly,  when  the  period  arrived  at  which  yon  tp- 
peared  to  be  prepared  to  bring  forward  «a  official 
propoial,  I  did,  no  doubt,  express  my  expeetaiioa 
that  I  should  receive  that  proposal  in  writing. 

It  is  highly  probable  ihai  I  did  not  (aa  yon  say. 
I  did  not)  ateign  to  you,  as  the  motive  of  tha 
wish  which  i  then  expressed,  ny  perseesion  that 
written  commuoicaiioDs  are  Icm  liaUe  to  mietake 
thea  verbal  oaet;  bceanta  that  eonaidcratian  ia 
*oScieDtly  obvions,  and  becaosc  the  wbole  eonrec 
and  practice  of  office  it,  in  thai  reepecl,  so  eotah* 
Ibhed  and  invariable,  that  I  really  conld  not  have 
tupfMMed  theatsignment  of  any  ipeciGe  motive  to 
be  iMcessary,  to  account  for  my  requiri^  a  writ- 
tea  statement  of  yoar  propotaii  previou  to  mf 
returning  an  official  answer  to  them. 

I  had  taken  fi»  granted  all  along  Utat  ench. 
would,  and  such  most  be,  the  oliimaee  praeeetog 
on  your  part,  howevei-  yon  might  wish  to  prepare 
the  way  for  it  by  preliminary  con  ver^tions. 

In  framing  your  note.  I  did  not  pretend  to  aa- 
tieipate  bow  much  of  what  had  been  staled  br 
yon  in  out  several  ooofereocetjou  eronld  thioK 
It  proper  to  repeal  in  writing.  But,  whatcverthe 
tenor  of  yoQr  note  had  been,  I  should  have  Mt  it 
right  to  conform  ttrietly  to  it,  in  the  official  an- 
swer, avoiding  any  refereaoe  to  any  part  of  yoor 
verbal  eommunicationa,  except  suck  as,  by  repeat- 
iDg  them  in  writing,  I  should  aae  that  it  was  you 
inteniion  to  record  at  official. 

I  confess,  however,  I  was  not  prepared  for  tba 
mixed  course  which  yon  actually  did  adopt,  I  am 
persuaded,  (I  am  sincerely  pereuaded,)  withMt 
any  intention  of  creating  embarraaamant — tbitef 
referring  generally  to  what  bad  passed  in  ant  cm- 
ferences,  as  illustrative  of  your  official  propoat- 
tioD,  aad  as  tending  to  •uppcrt  and  rvcaeanKad 
it,  bat  without  specifying  the  particular  point*  to 
which  anch  reference  waa  intended  lo  npply;  a 
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■mine  which  ■ppMred  kt  fint  sight  to  leare  aw 
10  choice,  «icept  between  the  two  alteraalivts  of 
>iih»  teaapiiuuiing  tha  whole  of  what  yos  had 
tated  in  couTereatioQ  foT  the  purpoM  of  compn- 
leodiog  it  in  the  anawfr,  or  of  eoDfioing  myaelf 
0  jrouT  Writtea  note,  at  the  hazard  oif  being  ■!»- 
lected  of  aDf^reising  tha  most  material  part  of 
our  ttatemenL 

The  expeditat  to  which  I  had  recourae,  of  a»< 
^ompaoyiDg  my  official  note  with  a  sefMrala  let' 
er,  stati^ig,  to  lb*  be*t  of  my  recoileciion,  tha 
ubettoce  of  what  I  bad  beard  from  you  Id  cod- 
'crntion,  sppcared  to  me,  after  ina«fa  deliben- 
ioD,  to  be  ibe  laott  respectful  lo  you. 

Such  haTiof  be«a  ibe  motif  es  which  dictated 
ay  letter,  I  cannot  regret  that  it  w«b  wiiitea, 
lace  it  has  produced^  at  a  period  «□  liltle  dittaot 
roru  [he  IranaaetiOD  iiseir  an  opportunity  of  coQ- 
nring  the  impranioot  left  od  out  miods,  raipect- 
rely,  of  what  paased  in  our  seretal  confereasN, 
iDd  of  correcting  any  erronMUi  imprestion  on 
ither  side. 

There  arc  two  paiats  in  which  oar  rtaoUae- 
ions  do  appear  to  differ  in  some  dagretu 

The  first  relaiM  to  the  auibority  which  you 
i«d,  and  that  whieb  I  ttntleritood  you  to  state 
'ourself  to  hava,  at  lbs  tiou  of  out  first  confer- 
ace,  Cor  bringiog  forward  a  direct  overture,  in 
he  name  of  yoai  Oorerament ;  (be  Moood  to  the 
'xpectation  wfaich  I  stated  mytalf  to  hare 
Bined  "mure  than  once,"ofyonropeaiiiganoffir 
!ial  corrfspondsnce  on  the  auhjeet  of  the  Orders 
o  GoDncil. 

With  respect  to  the  fint  poiat,  yon  will  gire 
ne  credit,  when  I  assure  you  [hat  mr  andentaDd- 
ng  of  what  was  wid  by  you,  not  oaiy  in  the  fint, 
lut  in  oBr  sacood  confereoce,  was  preeiselr  what 
'.  Slated  it  to  be  in  ray  letier ;  and  you  will,  1  hope, 
orgive  roe,  if,  a^er  the  most  atteDtive  perusal  of 
rour  lettvi  of  the  10th  October,  aad  aAer  «  eare- 
ul  eomparisoD  of  diffsrent  passages  ia  it,  while  I 
im  compelled,  by  your  assurance,  tu  acknowledge 
hat  I  mosc  hare  misappre bended  you,  I  find 
(ronnda  in  your  statement  to  excuse,  if  not  to 
kceoQDt  for,  my  minpprehension. 

According  lo  your  recollaciioo,  yon  told  roe 
explicitly,  10  ourfirst  cooferenee,  "  that  the  sub- 
itaace  of  what  you  tbeo  suggested,  that  is  to  say, 
faal  OUT  orders  heiaf  repealed,  as  to  the  United 
States,  the  United  States  would  snapend  the  em- 
Mirgo  as  to  Great  Britain,!'  was  from  yonr  Oov- 
irnmenl ;  "  that  the  manner  of  conducting  and 
llustrsting  the  subject  (upon  which  you  bad  do 
irecise  orders)  was  your  own,"  and  you  even 
|Uoied  part  of  your  ioslraclioas  to  me  which  was 
o  that  efieet. 

Id  a  siibse<)DeBt  paragraph,  yon  siaia  that 
'  nothing  can  be  more  correct  than  my  apprehen- 
lioD  that  yon  did  not  make^  nor  pr^ess  to  intend 
naking,  an  overture  in  writing,  before  you  bad 
tadesvored  lo  prepare  for  it  such  a  reception  as 
foa  felt  it  deserred,  and  before  yoa  could  aseer- 
.min  what  shape  it  woald  be  most  proper  lo  give 
M  that  ovetiure,  and  how  it  would  i>e  met  by  the 
British  GoTeTDmeat." 

And  in  aaolhei  jpart  vT  y««r  latter,  yon  admit 


that  "  when  you  expressed  yoar  readiness  to  maka 
yoar  proposal  in  writing,  it  was  (as  I  hare  slated) 
provisionally;"  and  you  iafoTtn  me  that  "tha 
provisional  nature  of  your  oSer  arose  ont  of  eir- 
cumsianoes :"  the  iiatnre  of  which  eircnmsianeea 
you  donoleiplaiB,nOTbaveIany  righttoreqniiv 
~'^oh  aa  expianation. 

But,  comparing  these  several  stalementa  tog»> 
ther ;  seeing  that,  in  our  first  interview,  you  de- 
clared no  inlsntioD  ofmakiDg  a  proposal  lo  writ- 
ings that,  in  our  secood  interview,  (a  month  or 
five  weeks  afterward)  yon  described  that  itttention 
as  "  provisional"  and  eootiagenl ;  and  piotesting- 
at  tbaeame  time  (as  f  doin  ihemctstBoleEnainaD- 
~~'')  that  I  canaot  fiod  any  trace  in  my  memory 
aa<r  communication  whatever  of  any  part  t^ 
your  lustractioDseommunieated  to  me  as  sach^ 
seeing  also,  that,  whatever  might  be  the  natora 
and  ext»t  of  yoar  instructions  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  tha  UniiedStatea  as  to  the  substance  of 
the  overture  to  be  made  to  the  British  Oovero- 
ment,  tfaemanaer,  the  time,  and  tbe  conditio  as  of 
that  overture  were  evidently  coiosidered  by  you  as 
\tft  to  your  own  discretion  ;  ii  surely  may  be  pa^ 
donahlein  me  to  have  mistaken  (as  Imott  uuques- 
lionably  miist  have  done,)  tin  pteoisa  limits  at 
which  the  authority  of  your  Qovsromcnt  ended 
and  your  own  discretion  began,  and  to  have  ima- 
gined (which  I  vet/  inaoeeatly  did)  that  a  prop> 
osition,  ovir  wbish  yoa  appeared  lo  have  a  powea 
so  nearly  absolute,  was  a  proposition  in  a  great 
measure  of  yonr  own  saggeaOon.  I  do  ao<  maaa 
that  I  BiippoBcd  yoa  to  bring  forward  such  a  me^- 
sure  without  reference  to  tbe  knowledge  whieh 
you  must  of  coarse  haVe  had  of  the  general  feed- 
ing, disposition,  and  inteniioDs  of  your  Qoveriw 
BMnt,  bat  witboot  its  spacifie  instructions  foi 
that  purpCAe  at  that  lime. 

in  attributing  to  you  this  exercise  of  jodgmen^ 
in  addition  lo  many  others,  whish  it  is  eonfessed 
you  were  at  liberty  to  exercise,  I  really  intended 
to  convey  no  impuUiion  disrespectful  to  you  ;  I 
can  ccmceive  abundance  of  eases  in  which  it 
would  bave  been  not  only  excusable  hut  biglily 
meritorious. 

Hy  mistakej  at  least,  was  a. very  harmless  ooa, 
as,  whether  the  fact  were  that  you  had  nopreoiao 
authority  togive(oaooffieialproposal,or  thaiyoo 
bad  such  an  authority,  but  subject  to  contiogen* 
cies  which  bad  not  occurred,  tbe  praotical  result 
most  be  of  necessity  the  same. 

What  these  oontingencies  might  be,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  inquire;  bul  if  they  were  of  theaaiasa 
of  which  I  DOW  cannot  but  eonjeeture  tbey  may 
bave  been  ;  if  the  overinre  which  you  were  ai^ 
thorized  to  make  to  tbe  British  Qovemment  was 
to  be  khapad  aad  timed  according  to  tbe  result 
of  any  ouer  qgerture  lo  any  other  Qovernmen^ 
1  am  then  at  once  able  to  aceonnt  for  alt  tboat 
appearances  nhieh  misled  me  into  a  belief  of  tha 
want  of  a  precise  authority  oo  your  pan.  This 
consideralion  leads  me  to  the  other  point,  on  which 
alone  there  appears  a  difference  batween  us  upon 
any  matter  of  fact,  but  a  difference  by  no  meana 
so  wide  as  it  appears.  Admitting  the  general 
eonecUess  of  my  statemant  of  tbe  expecUttion 
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which  1  wii  i«ugbl 

commUDicftiion  from  you,  un  Ihe  subject  or  the 
Orderi  in  Council,  yua  add,  that  it  wm.  how- 
cTcr,  only  in  NoTcmber  last,  aod  inuaeaiaiely 
«fiFr  tlie  puUicatioD  of  the  Ordera  in  Council^  that 
you  haddireclly  uiaauDced  lo  me  your  inlcDtioaof 
opeuiog  a  cortei^pondence  upou  ihem — an  inleD- 
tiou,  from  which  you  afierward  deaiMed,  "oniil 
you  tbould  receive  the  pleasure  of  your  QoTerO'  , 
meat."  Tb«  correelnei*  of  this  iiaiemeol  I  do 
not  dispute  {  bui  yoa,  I  am  lure,  will  agree  wiih 
me,  air,  in  rreollectiog  how  many  timet,  "more 
dutn  oDce,"  since  the  period  of  that  first  intentioD 
of  yours  being  annoonced  and  wiihdrawn,  my  ex- 
pec  laiioni  that  yon  were  about  to  "receive  the 
Eleasure  of  your  GoTerDroeni"  upOD  this  stibjeet 
BTe  been  excited  bv  ihe  notification  in  America, 
and  the  desitnaiioD  hither  of  abips  employed  bv 
rbe  United  Slates,  as  it  was  generally  luppoaea, 
for  the  special  purpose  of  couv eyinfc  reprneBia- 
|ioni  or  proposals  from  the  American  Government 
to  the  Chiveromenis  of  France  and  Gresl  Britain, 
upon  ibesubieciof  their  feipeciive  maritime  de- 
crees and  order*. 

Such  was  the  universal  belief  both  in  America ' 
and  in  England,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Osage, 
upon  that  of  ibe  Hope,  of  tbe  St.  Michael,  and 
of  another  vessel  named,  I  ihinh,  the  Union.  I 
have  certainly  do  right  to  affirm  that  yon  shared 
in  the  expectation  which  so  universally  prevailed; 
I  have  DO  right  losay  that  IbeOoverumeni  ofibe 
United  States  designedly  created  that  expectatioDJ 
bat  that  it  did  prevail^  and  ibai  I  very  sincerely 
believed  il  to  be  well  lounded,  yoii,  I  thiiik,  mast 
do  me  the  justice  to  recoUecl,-  as,  in  one  instance, 
at  least,  that  of  the  Osage,  so  strong  was  my  pet' 
auaMon  that  you  must  bare  received  icatroctrans 
from  your  Qorernment,  that  I  took  the  liberty  of 
■ending  to  you  to  inquire  whether  you  had  not 
aome  communication  to  make  to  me,  and  received 
for  answer  that  you  had  noac. 

It  is  to  these  missions  that  I  particularly  refer- 
red, whan  I  said  that  1  had  ''  mors  Ifaan  oAce  ex- 
pected yon  to  open  a  correspondence  with  me 
upon  Ibe  subject  of  tbe  Orders  in  Council."  Tfala 
expectation  it  was  that  clone  prevented  me  send- 
ing instructions  to  Mr.  Erskine  to  reply  to  the 
note  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Madison  on  Ihe  25ih 
of  March,  Id  answer  to  that  uoteorMr.Etskine's 
in  which  he  communicated  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  in  allusion  to  these  mifsions,  (>art1eularly 
to  that  of  tbe  Oiage ;  and  to  the  expectation, 
which  bad  been  founded  here  upon  Ine  return 
liere  of  that  vessel  after  its  voyage  to  France,  it 
was,  that  1  made  that  declaration  in  Parliament, 
which,  I  see.  has  been  the  subject  of  some  misap- 
prehension (I  will  not  sav  mistrpreseoiatloa)  m 
America;  that,  "since  the  tcriu^aiion  of  Mr. 
Rose's  mission,  Ibe  American  Government  had 
not  made  any  communication  here,  in.  the  shape 
of  temoDsirance,  or  in  a  tone  of  irritation."  1 
am  Dov aware,  sir,  (hat  there  is  aby  other  pari  of 
yoijr  leiiet  which  requites  that  I  should  trouble 
yon  with  many  observations. 


that  Mes'sa 


Orders  in  Council  of  Novevibet  were  knowa  to 
Ihe  Government  of  ibe  United  Slates  previously 
the  Message  of  the  President  proposing  the 
'  I,  was  to  be  a  movictg  coniideratioa  to 
■sage,"  does  doI  appear  to  differ  in  any 
material  d^ree  from  my  statement  of  iL  That 
your  answer  to  such  an  inquiry  was  official,  or 
authorized  by  youi  Qoverament^  I  did  nutaaett 
nor  presume.  1  have  already  said  tbstit  wainot 
till  you  bod,  in  your  official  letter  of  the  23d  of 
August,  referred  to  what  pasted  in  eouversaiiotL 
that  1  should  have  thought  any  soch  lefereaee 
allowable  on  my  part ;  and,  even  thea,  the  ^ae- 
tality  of  your  reference  precluded  me  fromjadg- 
ing  corieellf  bow  much  of  what  yoti  had  suild 
in  conversation'was  from  official  authoriif.  bow 
much  from  your  own  personal  infsrmatian,  or 
opinion. 

You  inform  me  that  your  answer  to  ihisques. 
lion  was  of  the  latter  description  only  -,  bat^even 
if  it  were  only  from  your  individual  aathoiity,  it 
wss  very  material  and  higbly  graiifyiog  to  learn 
[hyt  the  embargo,  which  had  ocen  someiimes rep- 
resented, both  here  and  in  America,  as  the  direct 
and  immediate  consequence  of  the  Orden  in 
Council  of  November,  and  as  produeol  solely  by 
them,  was,  in  your  opiniov,  "  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution against  reasouablf  anticipated  peril" 

The  purpose  of  this  teller  is  not  to  renew  tbe 
diKussion  npoo  the  subject  of  vour  proposaf.  bat 
merely  to  clear  up  any  mlsundcntsnifiag  ar^Jch 
had  existed  between  us  in  the  course  of  lAat  dit- 
cussioD.  1  cannot  conclude  it,  hotvever,  without 
adverting  very  shortlv  to  that  pan  of  youi  leUn 
in  which  you  argue  loai  the  failure  of  Fraiice,in 
the  Rtiempt  lo  realize  her  giginiic  project  of  the 
annihilation  of  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
removes  all  pretext  for  the  coniinuaoce  of  tbe 
retaliatory  system  of  Great  Briiaio.  This  impo- 
lency  of  the  enemy  to  carry  his  projects  of  vio- 
lence and  injustice  into  execution  might,  with 
more  proprietor,  be  pleaded  with  bim  as  ■  moiire 
for  withdrawing  decrees  at  once  so  indefensible 
Bad  so  little  efficacious  for  their  purpose,  than 
represented  as  creating  an  obligation  upon  Gt^t 
Briiaio  lo.  desbt  from  those  mearures  of  defen- 
sive retaliation  which  those  decrees  have  aeces- 
sarily  occasioned-  If  tbe  foundation  of  the  retal- 
iatins-aystemof  Great  Britain  was  (as  we  contend 
it  to  nave  been)  originally  just,  ihct  system  «ill 
be  justifiably  continued  in  force,  not  so  long  only 
&s  the  decrees  which  produced  il  are  mischiev- 
ously operutive,  but  until  they  are  a nequi vocally 
ibandoned;  and,  if  il  be  Uius  consistent  with 
justice  to  persevere  in  that  system,  it  is  surely  no 
mean  motive  of  policy  for  sucbperseverance,  that 
a  premature  deparlore  from  it,  while  tbe  aieiay's 
original  provocation  remaiDs  unrepealed,  might 
lead  Co  false  cooclusioits  as  lo  the  efficacy  of  the 
decrees  of  France,  and  might  hold  out  a  danger- 
.oas  temptation  to  that  Power  to  resort  (o  ib« 
'same  syateid  on  any  future  occasion  ;  a  result 
which,  not  Great  Britain  alone,  hut  all  comme^ 

,  cial  nations  are  deeply  interested  in  preventing' 

Youi  report  of  your  answer,  lo  the  inquiry,    I  have  now,  sir,  only  to  expreu  mv  sense  of  the 
'hich  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  "  whether  the  |  candor  and  liberaiiiy  with  which  this  dtscuastoa 
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ku  beeDcoDduoted  on  f  OIK  pirt,  aad  my  Bcknow - 
ledgmeoti  for  (he  justice  which  fou  render  to 
mf  dispoiition  to  treat  you,  at  all  times,  with  re- 
cipioeil  mpecl,  and  to  listeo  to  yoa  with  the 
UtSDiioD  to  which,  perBOnally,  ■■  veil  aa  offi- 
fially,  you  hare  tjtif  claim. 

I  einiiDt  forego  the  hope  that  it  may  yet  fall  lo 
oar  lot  lo  be  initromeiiial  in  the  renewal  of  that 
good  DDderitanding  between  our  two  Goretn- 
menri,  which  is  as  coDgeoial  to  the  feelings  as  it 
is  eueniisl  to  the  interesls  of  both  countries; 
which  nothiaghat  the  forced  and  Donatural  iitate 
of  the  world  could  baVe  interrupted  ;  and  which 
there  ia,  on  the  part  of  the  BrilUh  QoverDmeDt, 
the  most  fDxiani  and  unabated  desire  to  restore. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac., 

GEORGE  CANNING.    - 

Mr.  Pinknej  to  Mr.  Midison. 

London,  December  3,  1808. 
S[r:  I  have  the  honor  to  aetid.eDetosed,  a  copy 
of  my  reply  lo  Mr.  CanniDg's  letter  to  me  of  the 
33d  uilimo.  A  copy  of  the  letter,  to  which  it  it 
an  aoswer,  was  tranunitied  a  few  days  sioce  by 
the  British  packet,  and  a  duplicate  has  been  sent 
to  Liver  poo  I, 

The  UoioD  is  not  yet  arrived  ffom  France,  and 
■we  have  do  iDtellisence  of  her. 

I  have  the  boner  to  be,  &»., 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
Hon.  Jam  as  Madison. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  despst^  of  December  3.] 
Mr.Pinkney  lo  Mr.  Caaniiis. 

QbEAT  ClTHSt:BI,AHD  P|LACE. 

Noee-aAer  28,  1808. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  instBDl,  and  to  transmit  ■  copy  of 
it  ta  my  GoTerDineDt. 

Withoiit  desitJD^  lo  ptoltact  a  discussion,  in 
the  caoduet  of  wbicb  neitlieT  yoar  sincerity  nor 
mine  will,  1  feel  assured,  be  doubted  by  aoy  one, 
[  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  authority  nn- 
ler  which  I  acted  in  our  late  communicaiioDs 


etter  of  the  IDth  of  October,  "that  the  provisional 
lature  of  my  offer  to  mike  my  propoHl  in  writ- 
ng  arose  out  of  circumstances."  will  be  foand 
xplaiDcd,  in  the  same  letter,  by  passages  which 
[Dtnedifttely  follow  the  remark. 

I  have  sbid,  in  my  letter  of  the  lOih  of  October, 
liat  ''  I  had  no  precise  inslruetioDi  as  to  the  mao- 
er  of  conducting  and  illustrating  the  subject 
OD6d«d  to  my  management ;"  batyon  will  suffer 
le  to  enter  my  rrieodly  protest  against  all  sup: 
ositioQS  that  the  overture  was  left  to  my  own 
iscretioD  ;  that  I  had  a  power  "  nearly  ahsoiote" 
rer  it,  or  that  it  was,  "  in  a  great  measure,  of 
ty  own  suggestion." 

1  will  irouble  you  no  further,  sir,  on  this  oeca- 
oa.  than  to  assure  yon  that  nothing  could  give 
le  more  sincere  pleasure  iban  to  see  fulBlled  the 
ape  which  you  cxpreas,  that  it  may  yet  fall  to 


oor  lot  10  be  insiTumeDtBl  in  ther«newatof  good 
understanding  between  our  two  GoTernmeois. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
Right  Hon.  Geobob  Cannino. 

Mr.  CaliDiDg  to  Mr.  PiAkne;. 

FoBSiON  QPFIOG,  Dec.  34, 1608. 

Sib:  In  my  official  note  of  the  33d  September, 
I  stated  to  you  the  probability  that  some  altera- 
tions mif  ht  be  made  in  the  Ofders  in  Council, 
with  a  Ti^w  to  adapt  their  operation  more  ei- 
aclly  to  ihe  altered  stale  of  Europe,  and  lo  com- 
bine all  practicable  relief  to  neutrals  with  a  more 
severe  pressure  upon  the  enemy. 

As  this  statement  was,  however,  only  inci- 
dental-, and  as  I  at  the  same  time  disclaimed  any 
iatentioa'of  taking  advantage  of  such  proposed 
alterations  in  (he  discussions  then  pending  be- 
tween U«,  seeing  that,  if  made,  ibey  would  not  be 
rounded  on  the  admission  of  any  of  the  principles 
for  which  you  were  conieodiAg,  it  was,  perhaps, 
not  necessary  ihsl  I  should  trouble  you  with  any 
further  common icatioQ  upon  this  subject.  But 
the  Older,  of  wbicb  I  have  the  honor  lo  enclose  a 
copy,  havinff  been  passed  by  His  Majesty  in 
Council  on  Wednesuay  last,  1  am  desirous,  pre- 
vious to  its  actual  puhlicaiian,  of  explaining  to 
yon  the  grounds  on  which  the  more  extended 
alterations  which  were  in  contemplation  have 
been  suspended. 

It  was  intended  to  relax,  in  a  certain  degree, 
the  regulations  of  ibe  Orders  in  Council,  with  re- 
spect to  such  of  the  Powers  in  hostility  with  His 
Majesty  as  were  not.  or  should  not  place  Ihem- 
aetves,  in  a  stale  of  hostility  with  Bpaio ;  but  at 
the  same  time  that  this  relaxation  was  eileoded 
to  other  Powers,  to  prohibit  absolutely,  bv  strict, 
rigorons,  and  anmitinted  blockade,  all  intet- 

Tbe  adoption  by  these  Powers,  who  were  to 

have  been  the  objects  of  such  relaxations,  of  the 

ws  and  projects  of  France  with  respect  I 


that  part,  therefore,  of  the  iotended  alteraiions 
does 'not  take  place. 

The  alterations  contained  in  the  enclosed  Or- 
ders in  Council  .iiand  upon  a  separate  ground, 
and,  as  I  have  more  than  uoce  understood  from 
you  that  the  part  of  the  Orders  in  Council  which 
this  order  eoes  to  mitigate  is  that  which  was  felt 
most  sore^  by  the  United  Stales,  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  being  authorized  to  communicaie  it 

I  have  the  btmor  to  be,  dbc^ 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

WlLLIAU  PlHSHET,  Esq. 
[Order  in  Council,  encloMd  in  Mi.  Canninf '■  latter 
of  December  34.] 

His  Majesty,  in  virWe  of  the  powers  reserved 
lo  him,  by  two  certain  acts  passeil  in  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  the  one  en- 
titled "Aq  act  for  ^raDiing  (o  Hb  Majesty,  uatii 
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tbe  «Dd  of  the  oezl  wnion  of  Parlimment,  diitiM 
of  cuMooii  on  the  Koodi  warco,  lod  meicb«odiic« 
therein  emimeratM,  '\a  lurihenDce  of  the  provi- 
■iona  of  certain  Orderi  in  Council  i"  th«  oihei 
eotitled  "An  act  for  graauofc  to  Hi*  Majcitf, 
uniil  the  end  of  the  next  wasion  of  Parliameni, 
ceriuD  duties,  on  the  exportatioo  from  IrcUni], 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiie  therein  rnume' 
rated,"  it  pleaied,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his 
Privy  Council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  otdered, 
that  the  operation  of  the  aforesaid  act«  be  sus' 

tended,  as  to  any  duties  on  eiporlaiion,  granted 
y  ibe  said  acts,  so  far  as  reUtas  to  arliclcs  being 
the  growth,  produce,  or  maoufactura  of  any 
country,  for  toe  time  being,  in  amii;  with  His 
Majesty,  and  from  the  ports  of  which  thi  British 
flag  is  not  excluded,  imported  direct  from  such 
country  into  any  port  or  place  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  either  in  Briiith  shipa  or  in  ships  of 
the  country  of  which  such  articles  are  the  growth, 
produce,  or  msnuracture. 

And  His  Majesty  is  further  pleated,  with  the 
advice  aforesaid,  to  order,  and  it  is  ncieby  or- 
dered, that  the  said  duties  on  exportation  be  sus- 
pended, at  to  all  goods,  wares,  or  mjerchaadise, 
which  have  been  or  may  be  eondenuied  as  ptixe, 
until  further  order  shall  be  mulB  ihersia. 

Mr*  Finhaj  to  Mr.  Cinfllng. 

Qbest  Combbrlakd  Place, 
December  28, 1808. 
8tK :  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  2tEh  instant,  conaiuDicaiiogaii  order 
Sssed  by  His  Majesty  in  Council  on  Wednesday 
St,  and  have  traosuitted  copies  of  these  papers 

It  is  perfectly  true,  at  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  your  letter  supposes  me  to  believe,  that  the 
United  Slates  have  viewed  with  great  sensibility 
the^  pretension  of  this  Goveroment  (which,  as  a 
pretension,  the  preseot  order  pUinty  reasserts. 
without  much,  if^  at  all,  modifying  its  practical 
cSecr]  to  levy  imposts  upon  their  commerce  out- 
ward ao'd  inward,  whicu  the  Orders  in  Council 
of  the  last  year  were  to  coastraln  to  pass  through 
British  ports. 

But  it  is  equally  true,  that  my  Government  has 
constantly  protested  igaiosC  the  entire  system 
with  which  that  preteosioa  was  con  needed,  and 
has,  in  coaiequence.  required  the  repealj  ooi  the 
modi£caiion,  uf  the  British  Orders  in  Council. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sk., 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Extract— Mr.  Finkney  to  the  Sscrrtai;  of  Staia. 
London,  JIfardi  10, 1609. 
I  have  teceired,  from  Mr.  Canning  a  notifiea' 
tioB  of  blockade,  of  which  a  eopy  is  enclosed. 

ntaftired  to  in  Mr.  PiahBaj'a  dt^wtch  of  Msrdk  10, 
)80».] 
roBEioN  Ofpice,  Marth  8, 1809. 
The  vndersigDed,  Hit  Majetty**  pTineipal  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  foreign  Aflairs,  baa  received 


ncy  ihat  Hla  Majesty  has  judged  it  eipcdie 
establish  the  mott  rigorous  blockade  of  the  idea 
o[  Mauritius  and  Bourbon ;  Mr.  Pinkoey  is,  there- 
fore, requested  til  apprise  the  American  Cifflsob 
and  merchants  residing  in  England,  that  the  isle* 
above  mentioued  are,  and  mwst  be  considered  as 
being  in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  that,  from  this 
lime,  all  the  meaaurea  aalhorixed  by  the  law  of 
oatioDt,  Bikd  the  respeeiive  treaties  between  Hit 
Majesty  aod  the  different  neutral  Fawert,  will  be 
adopted  and  executed  with  re«pe«i  ta  all  ves- 
sels ailemptiog  to  riolate  tbe  said  blockade  alter 
this  notice. 

The  uaderaigDo]  requeala  Mr.  Piakaey  to  ae- 
cept  the  assuraneea  of  hit  high  coosideratjon. 
■      .  OBORGB  CANMiVG. 

'  Estraet— Mr.  Pinknej  lo  Mr.  Saidi. 

LOMOH,  Mag  1, 1809. 

I  had  lb*  honor  to  receive,  on  ihe25ihof  Har^, 
the  letter  of  yovr  prcdeceasor  of  the  lOifa  of  Feb- 
ruary;  and,  oci  the  .15ib  of  Lut  nMwih,  Licniea- 
ant  Reed  deliv*red  to  mc  your  leiter  of  the  ISili 
of  March. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  of 
March,  it  baoama  my  obvious  dot*  m  atk  a  con- 
ference with  Mr.  Caaaing.  It  took  place  aceot4- 
ingly  on  Monday,  the  17ih  of  April 

A(  the  cloae  of  the  conference,  he  \M  me  that 
my  communications  were  such  as  would  reqairv 
reflection,  and  would  nauiraUy  mske  him  anxiona 
W  ate  ma  again  ;  and  lhat  he  WMild  fix  aa  early 
a  day. at  possible,  aad  give  me  notieek 

Our  next  interview  took  placa  on  tlie  27th  of 
April. 

Mr.  Canning  read  the  new  Order  in  Council, 
end  then  proceeded  very  briefly  to  suggest  the 
praatical  alteraiioDS  which  it  would  imroduee, 

I  thought  I  should  best  discharge  my  duly  bf 
fotbeariog  useless  discussion,  and  bf  reeeirio;  it 
it  was  offered,  but  without  making  myself  a 
■ty  to  it,  an  actual  improrement,  eapaUe  of 
are  extension,  under  the  auspice*  of  jost  and 
friendly  Bentimeoia  and  enlighieaed  policy. 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Pinknej. 

FojtBiGN  OpFicB,  April  30, 1B09. 
Sir  :  Wbeo  I  had  the  honor  to  iranmut  lo  yoot 
on  ibe^ithof  Decamber  lasCiiheOrdersinCoaB- 
cil  passed  on  ibe  21st  of  that  month,  I  referred  to 
thai  paisage  of  my  official  note  at  the  S3d  of 
Beptenber,  1808,  in  which  I  auted  to  yon  tbt 
"  it  is  ikot  improbably  indeed,  that  aome  alteia- 
tioni  may  ba  made  in  the  Orderi  in  Coancil,  as 
they  are  at  present  fnned — eltetaiioniealculiLted 
not  to  abate  their  spirit  or  igopair  their  princifle, 
but  10  adapt  them  more  exactly  to  the  differal 
state  af  things  which  has  fortanately^  grown  9 
in  Europe,  and  to  combine  all  praiHieable  leM 
to  nentraU  with  a  DMre  severe  pretrare  upon  tbt 
enemy,"  and,  1  at  the  same  tiana  explaiaed  n> 
you  the  groonda  on  which  the  design  ofth*  ItifV 
alterations  whioh  had  beea  in  cMttemplaiiDi  in 
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September  mi  for  tha  time  \mU  taiit,  Bf  the 
Order  of  Coaooil  which  I  kaTS  now  the  Iiodoi  to 
euclots  to  you,  tbal  deiifU,  ai  «spUiBed  in  mf 
officnl  note  of  September  S3,  !■  tally  OHried  into 
ciecuiJMi.    I  kare  (be  honor  to  be,  &«. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

At  the  CoDTt  kt  tha  Qaeen't  FaUcB,  ths  3Slh  of  April' 
1S09  1  PreMDt,  the  King'i  Hoit  Eioetlanl  Mijealj 
is  Council. 

Whereat),  Hi<  Majeatr,  by  hii  Order  in  Couocil 
of  the  lUh  of  NoTcinb«r,  1S07,  wft  pLeaied.  for 
the  reMons  anigoed  therein,  to  oriler  that, ''  all 
the  ports  aod  plaoei  of  Frasee  and  her  allies,  or  of 
aof  other  country  at  war  with  Hi*  Majeity.  and 
all  other  port*  or  plaeei  in  Europe  from  wnicb, 
although  not  at  war  wiih  Hii  tAnjesiy,  the  Bril- 
iih  fla|[  ia  excluded,  and  all  porta  or  places,  in  the 
colooiet  belonging  to  Hii  Majesty's  enemies, 
should,  from  henceforth,  be  subject  to  the  same 
restrictions  in  point  of  trade  and  narigaiion  as  if 
ihe  same  were  actually  bloclcadad  ia  iha  most 
strict  and  rigorous  maimer  i"  and,  also,  to  prohibit 
''■11  traie  la  •ilicle*  which  are  the  produce  or 
nanufaciurei  of  the  said  countries  or  colonies;" 
ind  whereas,  Hia  Majesty,  having  been  neverthe- 
ess  deairoua  lot  to  aubjjtct  thoae  countries  vhich 
rare  in  alliaoce  or  in  amity  with  His  Majesty  to 
my  greatet  ioconvenitoce  than  waa  absolutely 
nieparable  from  carrying  into  eficct  His  Ma* 
lesty's  just  delermiDation  to  aounteract  IQb  dc- 
ligna  of  bis  aaemies,  did  make  certain  excepiiooi 
md  modificBliona  expressed  in  the  said  order  of 
-he  lltb  of  NoTcmber,  and  in  certain  sub«equent 
itdera  o<f  the  35th  of  NoTcmber,  declaratory  of 
Jie  aforesaid  order  of  the  lltb  of  NoTember,  aod 
>f  ibe  IBih  of  December,  1807,  and  the  30th  of 
March,  1808: 

And  whereas,  in  conaeqacDce  of  direr*  ereot* 
»bich  baTa  taken  place  siaca  the  dale  of  thefirst- 
aentioned  order,  affecting  the  relaiioni  between 
3reat  Britain  ana  the  territories  of  other  Power^ 
t  is  expedient  tbalsuodry  ptrtsand  pio*isii>ii«  of 
he  aaia  orders  should  b«  altered  or  revoked : 

Hie  Majesty  ia,  therefore,  pleased,  by  and  with 
be  advice  of  bis  Privy  Council,  to  revoke  and 
lonul  the  said  several  order*,  except  as  herein- 
ifter  expresudj  aod  so  much  of  the  said  several 
•idera,  except  a*  aforesaid,  is  hereby  revoked  ac- 
:ordingIy.  And  His  Majesiv  is  pleased,  by  and 
vilfa  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  order,  and 
I  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  porbi  and  place*  as 
ar  Dorih  as  the  river  Ems,  inclusively,  lender  the 
Government  styliog  itself  the  Kingdom  of  Hol- 
and,  and  all  port*  and  places  under  the  Govera- 
aenl  of  France,  together  with  the  colonies,  plan- 
atioD^  and  aattlemenis  in  the  possetsion  of  those 
Sorernmenla,  reaptcliveLy,  and  all  ports  and 
lac«D  in  the  Dorihern  partaof  Italy,  to  be  reckoned 
rom  theportsof  Orbitelto&nd  Pesaro,  inclusively, 
ball  coatioue,  and  be  auhject  to  the  same  reatrie- 
ooa,  in  point  of  trade  and  navigation,  without 
oy  cxcepiioo, as  if  the  same  were  actually  blocka* 
ed  by  His  Utijeaty's  naval  forces  in  the  moat 
trict  and  rigorous  maaiter ;  and  that  every  vessel 


trading  from  and  to  the  nid  conntries  or  eoloniea, 
plantation*,  or  setltemeDts,  together  with  all  good* 
and  merchaDdite  on  board,  shall  be  condemned  a* 
prize  to  the  captors. 

And  His  Majesty  is  further  pleased  to  order, 
aod  it  i*  hereby  ordered,  that  this  order  shall 
have  efiect  from  the  day  of  the  date  thereof  with 
resp»ect  lo  any  ship,  together  with  its  cargo,  wbicb 
may  be  captured  subseouenl  to  such  day,  on  any 
voyage  which  is  and  shall  be  rendered  legal  by 
thi*  order,  although  sucii  voyage,  at  the  time  of 
xha  commencement  of  the  same,  was  unlawful, 
aad  prohibited  under  the  said  former  orders;  and 
such  ships,  upoB  being  brought  in,  shall  be  re- 
leased aecordiaglir;  and  with  respect  to  all  abips, 
together  with  theii  cargoes,  which  may  be  cap- 


which  is  not  permitted  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  thi*  order;  and  it  ia  hereby  ordered,  that 
such  (hips  and  their  cargoes  shall  not  be  liable  to 
condemaalioD,  anlesa  they  shall  have  received 
actual  notice  of  the  present  order  before  such 
capture,  or.  is  defaoli  of  such  aoiice,  until  aAei 
the  expiration  of  the  like  intervals,  from  the  date 
of  this  order,  as  were  allowed  for  coustruclive 
notice  in  the  orders  of  25th  November,  1807,  and 
the  18ih  of  May,  1808,  and  the  several  places  and. 
latitude*  tbarcia  tpcctfitd. 

And, the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioner* of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  ^is  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
raiHioneri  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judge  of  (be 
High  Court  of  Admiralty)  Rod  Judges  of  the 
Court*  of  Vice-admiralty,  are  to  give  the  neces- 
sary directiona  herein  asio  them  may  respectively 
appwuia.  STEPHEN  COTTRELL. 


The  documents  communicated  with  my  publie 
Message  of  this  day  contain  such  portions  of  (he    ' 

randence  iberein  referred  to  of  the  Minis- 
the  Uoiied  States  at  Paris  and  London,  as 
relate  to  the  present  slate  of  aDairs  between  iboea 
Governments  and  the  United  States,  and  sa  maf 
be  made  publie.  I  now  communicate,  confiden- 
tially, such  supplementary  portions  of  the  same 
eorrespondences  as  I  deem  improper  for  publica- 
tion, yet  neeemary  to  coovsy  lo  Congress  fall  in- 
forotatioD  on  a  subject  of  iheii  deliberations  »o 
teresling  to  our  cotintry. 

TH.  /BPFER80N. 
NotehbirS,  I80S. 

Eitract—Mr.  Maduon,  Secretajy  of  State,  to  General 
Armstrong,  Minister  PlenipoteBtuij  of  the  United 
autea  *t  Piris. 

Defakthedt  of  Statb,  Mas  ^>  18<^> 
Sib  :  The  two  last  letter*  received  from  yon 

were  of  December  24,  and  January  16. 
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The  decree  of  NoreiDber  SI,  comtnuoicated 
the  first,  hsd  prcTioaaly  reached  us,  and  had  t 
cited  appreheosiaDs  which  were  rvprened  only 
by  ihe  iDariiculate  import  or  its  trticleg,  and  thi 
presumption  that  it  would  be  executed  in  a  aensi 
not  inconsiMenl  with  the  respect  due  the  treaty 
between  France  and  the  Uaiied  Siatet.  The  ei- 
plaoBtioDs  ffiveo  you  by  the  Minister  of  Marine 
were  reen  oy  the  President  with  much  pleaaure, 
and  it  only  remains  to  learn  that  they  have  been 
confirmed  fay  the  express  authority  of  the  Ei 
peror.  We  are  the  moreaniious  for  thi*  iof< 
matioo,  as  it  wiJl  fortify  the  remonstrance!  wfai< 
have  been  presented  at  Loudon  aeainsi  the  Br 
ish  order  ot  January  7<h.  Should  it,  contrary 
expectation,  turn  out  that  the  Frenen  decree  was 
meant,  and  is  to  operate  acco:ding  (o  the  latitude 
of  ito  terms,  you  will,  of  course,  faa*e  made  the 
proper  represeotatioDs,  gronodt-d  as  well  on  the 
piineiples  of  public  law,  as  oo  the  eipresa  slipa- 
tations  01'  Ihe  con7entioa  of  1800.  Nothing,  b«- 
stdes,  could  be  more  preposterous  than  lo  blend 
with  an  appeal  to  neutral  tights  and  neutnl  na- 
tions, s  gross  infraction  of  the  former,  and  out- 
rage on  the  sentiments  of  the  latter,  .unless  ii  be 
lo  ioriie  a  species  of  contest  on  the  hish  seas,  in 
whieh  the  adversary  has  everr  possible  advan- 
tage. Bui,  on  the  more  probable  supposition  that 
the  decree  will  not  be  anravorahly  expounded,  it 
will  be  still  necessary  to  press  on  the  French  Gov- 
ernment a  ditpatch  of  such  orders  to  their  ernis' 
era  in  every  quarter,  ai  will  prevent  a  construc- 
lion  of  the  decree  favorable  to  their  licentious 
cupidity.  The  momeutvour  letter  was  received, 
the  answer  of  the  Prencn  Minister  of  Marine  to 
your  note  was  comtnunicated  to  QeaenI  Turreau, 
with  a  call  on  him  lo  transmit  it  immediately  lo 
the  French  Qovernori  in  the  Weu  Indies.  This 
he  readily  engaged  to  do.  But,  no[wiih«tanding 
this  precaution,  there  are  proofs  that  the  West 
India  privateerv  have,  under  color  of  Ihe  edict, 
committed  depredations  which  will  constitute 
just  claims  of  redress  from  their  Qovernment. 

Mr.  Ervins  has  forwarded  a  Spanish  decree 
■Uo,  avowedly  pursuing  the  example  and  tbe 
views  of  the  French  Emperor.  The  terms  of 
this  decree  ate  even  more  vague,  or  rather  mote 
broad,  than  those  of  Ihe  prototype;  and  if  not 
speedily  recalled  or  corrected,  will  doubtless  ex- 
tend the  scene  of  spoliations  already  begun  in 
that  quarter;  and,  of  conrse,  thicken  the  cloud 
that  hangs  Over  the  amity  of  the  two  nations. 

Extract — Mr.  ArmrtreiiK  to  Mi.  Monioa. 

pARia,  My  7,  1907. 
8ik:  The  acconitti  you  have  had  of  recent 
eapluref  made  by  French  ptimieers  of  Ameii- 
can  vessels,  under  covet  of  ine  decree  of  Novem- 
ber last,  are  nut  correct;  at  least,  if  such  captures 
have  been  made,  I  know  noihing  ofthemj  the 
only  captures  I  have  at  any  time  heard  of  were 
tbose  made  from  Porto  Ferrajo.  They  ate  by  do 
means  of  recent  date,  and  have  all  (I  believe,} 
been  redressed  by  the  Council  of  Prizes.  .  Two  of 
those  eases,  to  which  1  attended  personally,  le-  I 


interest  and  damages  were  given  to  the  plainiiffii. 
and  I  know  not  why  decisions  equally  favorable 
should  not  have  been  given  in  the  other  cases.  I 
have  within  a  week  been  informed  by  Mr.  Brv- 
ing  Ihit  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  French 
privateer,  then  in  a  port  of  Spain,  bad  plundered 
American  ships,  eiiner  going  to  or  coming  from 
England,  of  dry  sooda  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  dollars.  Before  anything  could  be  done 
in  Spain  for  ihe  recovery  of  these  goods,  the  ship 
went  to  sea,  and  professedly  for  the  pnrpose  of 
returntngiot  be  port  of  her  armament.  Beiievia^ 
her  to  have  arrived  there,  I  put  all  Ihe  evidence 
I  possessed  before  M.  Decrts,  who  closes  his  an- 
swer with  Ihe  following  assurance.  ''Your  Ex- 
cellency may  be  assureJ  that,  as  far  as  it  depends 
on  me,  the  captains  of  these  vessels,  or  theii  own- 
ers, shall  obtain,  if  there  ii  ground  for  it,  a  prompt 
and  full  repatatlon."  I  quote  this  to  sbow  yon 
that  there  is  no  dispositioa  in  the  Minister  of  this 
Qovemment  to  sanction  or  protect  such  enter- 
prises upon  OUT  commerce.  From  the  «ses  yon 
may  be  able  to  make  of  the  facts,  and  their  relatfoB 
to  your  question  generallf ,  I  subjoin  a  brief  ez- 
poailion  of  the  construction  now  given  u  the 
November  decree.  It  was,  jrou  know,  admitted 
fay  faoth  ministerial  and  judicial  authorities,  that 
this  decree  did  not  infract  the  provisions  oftbe 
treaty  lit  1800,  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Prance.  Still  it  was  contended  that  vessels  of 
the  United  Slates,  coming  from  any  port  of  Orent 
Britain,  since  the  date  of  the  edtei,  conld  not  be 
admitted  to  entry  in  the  ports  of  Fnnce.  .This 
rule,  without  some  qualifications,  was  likely  to 
became  mischievous,  and  I  accordingly  obtained 
the  following  modifications  of  ii^  and  tiope  to  ob- 
tain' a  further  modlfieaiion,  which  will  render  it 
.perfectly  harmless.  These  changes  look  plaeets 
circumstances  rose  to  prodocethem;  for  tboogh 
the  necessity  for  them  was  both  foreseen  and 
represented,  it  was  only  upon  real,  not  upon  hypo- 
tbeticsl  cases,  that  the  ministers  of  His  Majesty 
were  witling  to  act. 

1.  Veiisels  leaving  ports  of  the  United  States 
before  a'knowledge  of  the  arr£t  had  been  promul- 
gated there,  arc  not  subject  to  the  rule. 

2.  Vessels  not  coming  directly  from  a  British 
lo  a  French  port  are  not  subject  to  ibe  role. 

3.  The  cargoes  of  vessels  coming  directly  from 
British  to  a  French  port,  and  o&red  for  entry, 

J  roof  that  Ihe  touching  of  the  ship  in  Sng- 
,  &c.,  was  involuntary^  are  pat  in  dcpOi  or 
sequestration,  until  His  Majesty  shall  have  deci- 
ded on  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof  ofifered,  or 
they  ate  at  once  given  op  to  the  consignees  on  ' 
'heir  giving  secutity  lo  abide  the  decision  which 
ihall  be  ultimately  taken  by  the  Emperor  in  tbeii 
espective  cases.  The  vessels  can  go  oat  freely, 
ma  without  impediment  of  any  kind.  The  for- 
net  tule,  of  which  this  is  an  ameliotation,  vraa^ 
that  ships  as  well  as  cargoes,  coming  nodet  ibis 
description,  should  be  sequestered,  dtc.  The  far- 
ther alteration  whieh  I  bare  asked  ia,  the  e«ia^ 
lisbmeni  of  some  principle  which  shall  regabta 
the  kind  and  degree  of  proof  required  with  respect 
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ra  the  alleged  RppliatioD  oft  force  mtgaitrt,  Ac._ 
mj  owa  opinioQ  ii,  ibat  this  may  best  b«  fonnd 
in  [he  grreater  or  less  correipoqdeDca  which  stall 
exist  between  the  cargo  when  shipped  in  Amer- 
ica, and  when  arriTed  here.  If  the  conespood- 
ence  be  complete,  the  eTideoeeougbt  lo  be  coir- 
lidered  a«  complete  a)io,  Chat  thay  were  not  in 
Great  Britain  fat  the  purpo&esof  comnieTcei  aod, 
DOi  being  there  for  tbrse  purpotes,  the  iofereDee 
is  fair,  that  IhCir  goiaff  there  at  all  was  iitToluD- 
tary.  This  fs  a  nile  the  Mioiiiers  will  consent 
to;  whether  His  Majesty  will  do  so  also  irill  be 
known  io  a  Few  days.  He  it  aipectcd  hen  about 
the  begiDoing  of  AugUsi. 

Ifr.  Amutiong  to  Mr.  Madison. 

Pabib,  Augtat  Z,  1807. 
Sir;  We  had  yesterday  on r  first  audience  of 
the  Bmperor  since  his  return  to  Paris.  Happen- 
:ng  to  stand  near  the  Minister  of  Denmark,  I 
iTerbeard  His  Majesty  say  to  thai  Minister,  "  So, 
\l.  Baron,  the  Baltic  has  been  *iolaied."  The 
(dinisler's  answer  was  not  audible  to  me,  nor  did 

t  appear  to  hare  been  satisfaciory  to  the  Em- 
leror,  who  repeated,  in  a  lone  of  7oice  somewhat 
raised  and  peremptory,  "  Bat,  sir,  the  Baltic  has 
wen  Tiolated."  From  Mr.  Deyet  be  pained  to 
myself  and  others,  and  la^ly  to  the  Antbassadcr 
if  PorlDgaJ,  to  whom,  it  is  said,  he  read  a  very 
wvere  lectare-  on  the  conduct  of  his  Court.  These 
nrcumstaoces  go  far  to  justify  the  whispers  that 
•egin  to  oiroulate,  that  an  srray  is  organizing  to 

be  south  for  the  purpose  of  taking  poneniooof 
i*oriugal,  and  another  to  the  norta  for  a  similar 
)urpose  with  r^ard  to  Denmark;  and,  ffeuerally, 

hat  baviog  settled  the  bnsines*  of  belligerentsj 
vith  the  exception  of  Enaland,  very  mneh  to  his 
iwD  liking,  he  is  now  on  tne  pointof  settling  that 
if  OMtraU  in  the  same  way.  It  was,  nerbaps, 
inder  t1>e  inflaenee  of  this  sn^geslion,  toat  Mr. 
!>eyer,  taking  me  aside,  inquired  whether  any 
ipplicBtion  had  been  m«de  to  me  with  r^j^rd  to 
be  projected  naioD  of  all  the  eommcreiai  States 
igainst  Qreat  Britain,  and  on  my  answering  in 
&e  negatin,  he  replied,  "  You  are  much  faTored, 
iDt  it  will  not  latL"  I  gi*e  yon  this  detail,  not 
rom  any  importance  it  haa  in  itself  bat  from  the 
drctmutance  of  its  coninining  all  that  1  have 
'et  heard  in  relation  to  a  project  highly  imeresl- 
ngto  the  United  States,  and  of  which  yon  ought 
o  be  immediately  apprized. 

August  9.  Not  a  syllable  has  yet  been  men- 
ioDea  wiib  regard  to  the  projected  union,  &c. 
Vs  far  as  I  can  learn,  thtj  are  satisfied  that  the 
:oarae  we  are  punaing  is  honest  to  ounelTce, 
ind  not  dishoocBt  lo  either  of  the  belligerents. 

August  15.  We  bad  ibis  morning  an  audience 
if  the  Emperor.  The  seizure  ofCopcnha^eD 
>y  the  British  gare  room  for  a  new  conTertation 
rith  the  Minister  of  Denmark,  in  Ibe  course  of 
rbieh  he  stated  (he  British  force  to  hB*e  been 
■at  ten  or  IveWe  tho.nsand  men  ;  demanded  what 
lad  become  of  the  Prince  Rweai.  and  asked 
vhy  the  QofemmcDt  had  not  defended  the  ciiT  1 
is  in  the  foHMt  andifioca  from  Baron  Deyer  Be 


came  directly  lo  me,  and,  after  some  questions 
merely  personal,  he  adverted  to  the  outrage  com- 
mitted by  the  Leopard  on  the  Chesapeake. 
"  This  "  said  be,  "  is  abominable  ;  Ihey  hare  pre- 
tended hitherto  tovinit  metchanimeQ,  aod  that 
they  had  a  right  to  do  so;  but  they  even  they, 
have  set  up  no  such  preieostoDs  wiiQ  respect  lo 
armed  ships.     They  would  now  arrange  it  by 

firing  op  a  right  or  usage  which  nover  existed ; 
at  they  will  arrange  it ;  they  are  afraid  to  go  lo 
war  with  yourcountry." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 


Hi.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Champagny. 

Pabis,  Augutt  9, 1807. 
Sir  :  Your  Excellency  is  not  nnapprized  that 
■Don  afler  ibe  ptomulgntion  of  the  imperial  de- 
cree of  the  2d  of  November  last,  one  of  similar 
character  and  injuootions  was  issued  by  tbe  Prince  ' 
of  Peace,  in  behalf  of  His  Catholic  Majesty. 
Under  this  order,  sundry  vessels  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  bare  been  captured 
on  the  high  seas,  brought  ioio  tbe  ports  of  Spain, 
and  are  now  before  the  Court  of  Admiralty  foe 
examination.  To  this  brief  statement  I  subjoin 
an  extract  from  a  letter  of  tbe  27ih  ultimo,  from 
the  Chargt  des  Affaires  of  the  Uoiled  States  at 


which  might  be  given  to  the  Span- 
ish decree  by  the  Spanish  tribanals,  but  on  the 
practice  which  shall  have  been  established  by 
France^ under  her  decree  of  November  last ;  and 
that  Pnnee  Massjrano  has  accordingly  been  di- 
rected to  ask  from  your  Excellency  such  exposi- 
tion of  that  decree,  and  of  the  practice  under  it, 
as  shall  regulate  on  this  head,  tbe  conduct  ot 
Spanish  courts  and  cruisers  towards  nenlral  com- 
merce in  ^neral.  Asstired,  as  1  feel  myself,  that 
Ibis  exposition^  whenever  given,  will  not  be  leia 
friendl)[  and  liberal  than  that  already  found  in 
the  decisions  of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  Council 
of  Prizes,  and  correspondence  of  his  Minister  of 
Marine,  vis ;  that  the  provisions  of  the  decree  in 
question  do  not  infract  any  of  the  ri^is  of  com- 
merce stipulated  b^  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  States;  it  is  iacumbent  on  me  to  pray 
vonr  Excellency, that  it  (the  exposition  required) 
be  given  at  expeditiously  as  possible,  to  the  end 
that  the  legitimate  commerce  of  the  United 
States  be  relieved  from  all  further  annoyance 
growing  out  of  tbe  doubtful  meaniogand  opera- 
tion of  the  Soanish  decree  aforesaid. 

Your  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  avail  my- 
self of  this  occasion  to  recall  to  your  attention 
tbe  subject  of  my  letter  of  the  26in  of  June  lail. 
I  leBrn  from  Antwerp  thai  the  cargoes  mentioned 
in  that  letter  are  yet  under  seouestration,  and  that 
coniiderable  loss,  as  well  by  diminution  of  price 
in  the  articles,  as  by  accumulation  of  interest  and 
charge!,  bts  twea  already  jncarred. 
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AfPENDIZ. 


a  tbe  liimor  to  m- 


JOHN  ABMBTBONa. 
Hi*  EzcelleacT  lli«Piitiei  or  BiKRTfiHTO. 

Ht.  CbunptgDj  to  Mr.  ArnuUoDK. 

ADGDflT  31, 1807. 

8ib;  I  h«Te  ncfijtd  tbe  letter  wkteh  joa  did 
VK  tbe  boDor  of  «iidreiiiag  me  on  ibe  9ih  of  tbit 
month,  rcUiiTe  to  AmerieiB  reMols  carriad  into 
porli  of  Sptio,  in  eonse^Moco  of  tbe  memsirei 
Ukeo  b^  ib«t  Power  aMJDit  the  Engluh 
meroe^  in  imiiatioo  of  France. 

Ai  tbe  ezecuiioiL  of  tbe  maritime  meanir 
dicated  bi^  tbe  imperial  decree  of  the  21it  of 
November,  1806,  reata  ntflrallf  witb  hii  Ezeel- 
leacy,  tbe  Minister  of  Marioe,  and  that,  more- 
over, he  has  already  bad  the  honor  of  adareuioft 
yda  Boioe  finl  obMrratiooa  oo  the  applieaiion  of 
that  decree,  1  irsnaroitted  witboiK  ddajr  your  let- 
ter, aod  atked  from  him  the  new  cxplaoatioNi 
which  you  might  dcairc.  When  they  (ball  kave 
been  forwarded  to  me,  I  will  hare  the  konor  of 
iaformitig  vou  of  them. 

Accept  the  BMuniDce  of  my  kigh  contiden- 
tion, 

CHAMPAQNY. 

Hia  BxeelteDcy  Oen.  AaataTRONo. 

Mr.  Annitrong  to  the  Freneh  MinlAer  of  Exterior 


PABrs,  Septtmher  24,  1807. 

Sib:  Ihare  this  raomeat  learoed  that  a  new 
Bod  eztPoded  eonstruciioD,  highly  iajuriau;  to 
the  commerce  of  the  Uoited  Slates,  was  about 
10  be  given  to  the  imperial  decree  of  ibe  21*t  of 
NoTentber  last.  It  is  therefore  iacumbeat  upon 
ma  to  aik  from  veur  fizcelleacy  an  explaoaiion 
of  His  Majesty's  views  in  relation  to  (his  sub- 
ject, and,  particolarly,  whether  it  be  Hii  Majes- 
ty's ioteniioo,  in  any  degree,  to  infract  the  obli- 
ntions  of  the  treaty  now  subsisting  beiwecB  the 
United  States  and  the  FrenebSmpirel 

I  pray  your  BzceUency.  &c., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 

H.  Ragniar  to  tha  PiMBiaar  Oeaanl  at  the  Oowadl 
of  PriMa. 

P«BM,  Aplewfer  IS,  1807. 
I  have  iobmitted,  sir,  to  His  Majesty  tbe  E«- 
peroT  ind  King,  the  doabls  of  bii  EzoelleDoy  the 
Hiaisierof  Mariae  and  Colonies  on  th«  eitent 
of  some  of  the  proviijonf  of  the  imperial  decree 
of  November  SI,  1896,  which  has  declared  the 
British  islands  in  a  state  of  blockade.  The  fol- 
lowing are  tbe  inteotions  of  Hiu  Majesty  on  tbe 
point*  in  question : 

1.  Can  armed  vessels,  trader  the  imperial  decree 
of  the  Slit  of  Norember  lait,  seize,  in  Dencrtl  ve«- 
Kh,  either  EDglisb  properly  or  merchandise  pro- 
ceeding from  the  maDufactures  of  the  English 
territories? 

His  Majesty  oolifies  me,  thai  sioee  be  had  not 
thought  proper  toeipresa  any  ezcepiioo  in  kia  de- 1 


crce,  there  h  ao  jronod  to  iMike  Bay  ia  the  exe- 
oBiioB,  with  leapeet  to  Boyibin^  whatsoever. 

2.  Hie  Htjeaty  baa  not  decided  tha  qocsiioa, 
wkMber  Frcitcb  armed  vceaels  may  poaaea*  ihe«- 
aalvn  of  nentral  veael*  goiag  to  or  from  Eaf- 
land,  Blihoogb  tkey  have  bo  Eagliah  merebai- 
diM  on  board. 

9.  Ob  the  qseation  whether  French  armed 
vnaaharesBbjeet  to  tbe  deduetioB  ordered  by  the 
sixth  article  of  tbe  decree  of  Noveoibet  21,  Hi: 
HBJeaty  has  declared  thai  ika  provision  o(  ibat 
article  waa  not  auscey tittle  of  any  l«striettOB,-  that 
it  toaay,  tbBltbadedueiioanauat  ukeeSKimike 
proceeds  of  all  confiscatioBs  of  Berefaandise  aal 
projMrty  which  have  been  or  may  be  pronoaDced 
10  execniion  of  the  decree,  without  rrjard  to  tbe 
place  of  seizure  or  chataeter  of  the  captors. 

Yob  will  be  to  good,  sir,  as  to  DMilV  these  de- 
cision* to  the  CoBoeil  of  Ptizca,  to  have  them 
entered  in  the  registers,  and  to  BckMwled|c  tbe 
receipt  of  my  letter.    Accept,  &e. 

The  Gr^d  Judge,  Minister  of  Justice, 

REGfllBR. 

Mr.  Champainj  to  Mr.  Aimatrong. 

Foktaibbblbao,  October  7, 18(77. 
8ib:   You  did  me  the  honor  on  tbe  24ib«f 
September,  to  requeet  me  to  send  yon  some  a- 

Elaoitions  as  to  the  ezecniion  of  tha  decree  of 
lochade  of  tbe  British  islands  as  ta  rasels  of  the 
United  States.  ' 

The  provisiooB  of  all  the  nyalatioB*  and  trea- 
ties relaiive  to  a  state  of  blockade  have  appeared 
applicable  to  ike  ezisting  cireamatancc;  and  it 
resnits,  from  tbe  ezplBOatioDs  which  have  been 
addressed  to  lUe  by  the  Impoiial  ProcBrcnr  Qea- 
«ral  of  the  Council  of  Prizea,  that  GTis  HajeMy 
has  ooatidered  every  neniial  vesad  goiag  freoi 
Eogiish  ports,  with  cargoe*  of  En^iah  meMkan- 
dise,  or  of  Badish  origra,  as  lavfaUy  seizaUe  by 
Freach  armed  vewels. 

Tbe  decree  of  blodade  has  beea  now  iasacd 
eleven  monih*;  the  principal  Power*  of  Sarope, 
far  from  protesting  against  its  proviiiOM)  have 
adopted  them.  Tfaoy  have  perceived  Aat  its  ei> 
eeution  mnat  be  eempleta  to  reader  it  atoteeSMl- 
aal,  and  it  has  seemed  easy  to  reconcile  tlMse 
raeasurca  with  the  obaeivanceof  treaiic*,  etped- 
ally  at  a  time  w^n  ike  iafracttons  by  BagUnd  of 
the  rights  of  all  maritime  Powen  reader  their 
taterest  common,  and  tend  to  unite  tbea  ii  say- 
port  of  the  same  eaaae.    Aceept,  &c. 

CHAMPAONT. 

Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr,  Madi*on. 

Puiia,  Nvttnba  IS,  18ff7. 

Sis:  It  was  not  till  ycaterday  that  I  reeeivti 

)m  Mr.  Shipwith  a  copy  of  rae  decree  of  ikt 

CouDcilofPrizeein  tbeoaseof tbeHoriioB.  Tbii 

tbe  first  unfriendly  decUiooof  that  body,Badn 

(he  arret  of  the  21st  of  Noreraber,  1806.    lo  itiis 

cave,  and  on  tbe  petition  of  the   defendant,  the 

Court  ha*  recommended  tbe  restitution  of  ifae 

whtte  oargo.    I  did  oot  however  thittk  pn^er  tg 
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join  in  ■■Uogi  ■■  a  buor,  what  I  beliAed  myBelf 
eutiiled  ro  u  a  right.  1  tobjulD  ■  copy  or  m; 
note  to  the  Hioister  of  Foreign  Aflairi,  aod  am, 


[EnelMBd  in  Mr.  JLniistrong:'i  lattsr  of  NoTambcr  IS.] 
Mr.  AmMbong  to  Mt.  Citaptuj. 

-  PAIII8,  AbKnfar  Ut,  18D7. 
Sib:  The  docDOicDt  lo  which  Iheie  obwTTm- 
lion*  art  pieflxed  will -inform  your  BccHleacf 
that  BD  Amerioan  ship,  trading  under  the  protec- 
lioD  of  the  laws  orDSttons,  Kodof  pariicalarirea- 
IJei,  and 'sofferioff  shipwreck  on  ihe  eoitt  of 
France,  has  recenUj'  been.aeifFd  by  His  Majealy'i 
officers,  and  adjiid|;#d  b;  bis  Council  of  Prizei  as 
follows,  viz :  "  Out  Conncil  pats  nt  liberty  the 
American  ressel,  <H  Horiaon,  ihipwretiked  the 
30th  of  li^Y  last,  near  Merlaix ;  and,  eoaseiiueiit' 
If,  orders  tW  the  amount  aritiag  irom  the  h1« 
legally  made  of  the  wreck  of  the  said  rwsel,  to- 
gether with  lb«  nwrchandiK  of  the  cargo,  which, 
according  to  an  eMiniaie  made  in  presence  of  the 
orersaers  of  ths  admiaiairaiiaas  of  the  marina 
and  cnstom-honse  shall  have  be«a  acknowledged 
not  to  proceed  from  English  manufactures,  nor 
from  English  territory,  sball  be  restored  to  Oap- 
lain  McGlure,  witboul  deducting  any  other  ex- 
penses than  those  relaiire  to  the  sale  ;  and  with 
regard  to  the  other  merchaBdiie  of  the  cargo. 
which,  from  the  result  of  the  said  estimate,  ahall 
be  acknowledged  lo  come  from  manufactures,  or 
English  territory,  by  virtue  of  the  fifth  article  of 
the  decree  of  the  2Isi  of  November,  1800,  they 
sliall  be  confiscated  foi  the  d»  of  the  State  i  the 
whole  10  be  sold  bv  ihe  forms  prescribed  in  the 
regulations;  and  the  application  of  the  product 
to^M  made  in  coDfutmiiy  to  the  arraogements 
of  the  said  decree,  dednciioa  being  made  for  the 
expense  of  sartDg  the  goods, and  that  of  the  (uj>- 
purt  of  the  etew,  until  the  day  that  the  Captain 
sball  receive  the  notifieaiioa  of  the  present  de- 
cision." 

The  reasons  upon  which  this  decision  are  found- 
ed are  at  once  so  new  end  so  alarming  to  the  pres- 
ent friendly  relations  of  the  two  Power*,  that  I 
cannot  but  discuss  them  with  a  freedom  in  some 
degree  proportioned  to  my  sense  of  their  novetty 
and  importance. 

"  Considering  "  s«y>  the  Council,  "  first,  that 
the  neutrBlity  of  the  ship  and  cargo  was  suffici- 
ently esiablished,  the  whole  ought  to  be  restored, 
(agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  convention  of 
Ihe  30th  of  September,  1800,)  provided  no  mer- 
chandise of  English  origin  had  been  found  in  her. 
and,  of  course,  that  she  had  not  been  broogbt 
Within  the  limits  of  the  imperial  decree  of  the 
Slsi  of  November,  1806." 

Here  is  an  open  and  unqualified  admission 
the  ship  was  found  within  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  Convention  of  1800;  that,  according  to  these 
rules,  her  cargo  and  herself  ought  to  have  been 
restored  ;  and  that  such  would  bare  been  the  fact, 
but  for  the  operation  of  the  decree  of  the  21it  of 
NoTsmber,  1800. 


In  the  letter  your  Sxeetlency  did  me  the  honor 
to  write  to  me  on  the  7th  of  October  last,  you 
thought  it  "easy  to  reconcile  the  obligations  of 
this  decree  with  the  preservation  of  those  arising 
from  treaties."  It  was  not  for  me  to  examine  the 
means  by- which  this  reconciliation  was  to  be 
efiected  ;  they  no  doubt  fully  existed,  and  yet  ex- 
ist, in  His  Mejesty's  good  pleasure;  and  taking 
for  granted  this  fact,  f  saw  in  the  opinion  nothing 
but  proofs  of  frieitdly  jjisposiiions  and  pledses 
that  these  were  not  to  be  either  wantonly  de- 
lyed  or  diminished.  How  inauspicious,  bow- 
efer,  to  its  aiitboriiy,and  the  consolations  derived 
from  it,  is  this  recent  act  of  the  Council  of  Prize* ! 
■n  act  which  explicitly  acknowledges  the  opposite 
characters  and  conflicting  iojuociions  of  these 
tvro  instrtiineBls ;  and  which,  of  concse,  draws 
after  it  considerations  the  most  serious  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  second  reason  of  the  Council  is,  "that  the 
decree  deelaring(British)  merchandise  good  prize 
had  principally  in  view  csptures  made  on  the 
high  seas;  but  thai  the  question,  whether  ship- 
wrecked goods  onght  to  be  restored  or  confiscatnl, 
having  BtWays  been  judged  under  the  fourteenth 
article  of  the  regulation  of  the  Seth  of  July,  1778, 
atid,  according  to  their  character,  (which  might 
hare  rendered  lawful,  or  ha*e  even  eommanaed 
their  seizure  at  sea,)  there  is  no  room  to  intro- 
duce, in  this  ease,  any  new  distinction  which, 
however  philanthropic  it  may  appear,  has  not  as 
yet  been  adopted  as  a  rule  by  any  maritime  na- 
tion." 

The  doctrine  resisted  in  this  passage,  and 
which  inculcates  the  duty  of  extending  protec-, 
lion  to  the  unfortnnale,  is  not  new  to  His  Majes- 
ty's Conncil  of  Prizes.  They  have  themsefrM 
consecrated  it  hy  their  decision  of  the  5th  of 
March,  1800.  By  that  decision  (hey  restored  an 
enemy's  ship,  (tlie  Diana,]  on  the  single  reason, 
that  "she  had  been  compelled  to  enter  a  French 
port  by  stress  of  weather."  "  I  should  equally 
fail,"  says  the  Attorney  Qeneral,  "  in  respect  to 
myself  and  to  the  Council,  before  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  the  Qovernment,  were  1 
not  to  nainiaio  a  principle  consecrated  by  our 
laws,  and  by  those  of  all  nations.  In  all  circum- 
stances, let  the  loyally  of  the  Freoeh  Qoverameitt 
■erve  as  the  basis  of  your  decisions.  Prove  your- 
selves at  onee  generotis  and  Just ;  your  enemies 
will  knowand  respect  your  magnanimity."  Buott 
was  the  princit^e  adapted  by  the  Council  in  the 
year  1800,  and  in  the  ease  of  an  enemyS  ship; 
vet  we  are  now  told  that  this  tery  principle,  so 
nonorable  to  the  Court,  to  the  nalion,  and  to  no- 
man  nature,  is  utterly  unknown  to  sll  maritime 
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wreck  of  a  oeotral  and  a  friendly  vessel— for  a 
ship  of  the  United  States !  It  is  not  denied  that, 
hail  this  ship  escaped  the  rocki  and  made  the  port 
of  Morlaii.  the  only  inhospiiality  to  which  she 
woald  have  been  exposed,  (under  the  most  rigor- 
nos  Interpretation  of  the  law  in  question,)  would 
have  been  tbat  of  being  ordered  agaia  to  tea. 


eople.  Aod  on  what  occasion  do  we  hear  this? 
enemy's  ship  is  again'  thrown  on  the 
sll    No ;  it  has  been  reserved  for  the 
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His,  tb«D,  ih«  mi*fortune  of  •bipwreek  w  Tar  al- 
tered her  condiiion,!*  to  expose  her  to  the  iDJury 
of  coufisciiioQ  also?  and  is  this  among  the  prio- 
ciplet  which  the  defeadec  of  matillma  rights 
means  to  consecrate  by  his  power  and  his  wis- 
dom 7     It  is  impossible ! 

The  third  reason  of  the  Couocil  is.  "that  the 
application  of  the  fifth  article  aforeuid,  in  ai  far 
as  It  coneerDs  the  Americaos  and  oih»  nations, 
is  the  result  both  of  the  aeoeral  ezpressions  of 
that  very  article,  and  of  the  commuaication  re- 
cently made  by  his  Bxcelleacy,  ih«  Orand  Jiulga, 
conceraiDg  the  piimitire  iotiialion  of  the  cor- 
ereign." 

Thit  reason  will  be  found  to  be  rabstaatially 
answered  in  my  reply  to  reason  No.  5  of  the 
CouDciL  It  will  be  seen  thai  the  opinion  given 
here,  that  "  the  application  of  aitiele  fifth  of  the 
imperial  decree,  to  American  commerce,  is  the 
retult  of  the  gMieial  eipressions  of  that  *ery  ar- 
ticle," wa<  not  the  opinion  of  the  Gouacil  on  the 
&th  of  March  last,  when  they  judged  the  case  of 
the  Hibernia.  They  then  declared,  in  totidem 
verbit,  that  the  decree  "  said  ooihitiE  of  it«  own 
influeoce  on  the  conveDtion  of  1800,"  mi  ween  the 
United  Slates  and  France. 

The  fourth  reason  of  the  Council  is,  "  that  the 
expedition  in  question  having  certainly  been  made 
with  full  knowledge  of  the  said  decree,  do  objee- 
lion  can  be  drawn,  witb  any  propriety,  ffDm  the 
general  rules  forbidding  a  retrospective  action, 
nor,  even  in  this  pariienlar  case,  from  the  poste- 
rior date  of  the  act  in  which  the  Sovereign  de 
c ides  the  quealioB ;  since  that  act  sprung  from  his 
supreme  wisdom,  not  as  an  interpreiaiion  of  a 
doubtful  point,  but  as  a  declaration  of  an  anterior 
and  positive  disposition." 

A  distinction  is  here  attempted  to  be  taken  be- 
tween the  interpretation  of  a  doubtful  point  and 
the  declaration  of  an  anterior  and  positive  rule. 
This  disiioelion  cannot  be  maintained  ;  for,  if  the 
lule  bad  been  positive,  (here  would  have  been  no 
occasion  for  the  declaration.  Neither  the  Minis- 
tei  of  Marine,  nor  the  Council  of  Prizes,  could 
have  had  any  doubts  on  the  subject ;  the  execu- 
tion of  the  decree'wDuld  have  been  prompt  aod 
peremploi^  ;  Dor  would  a  second  act  on  the  part 
of  His  Majesty,  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  months, 
have  been  necessary  to  give  operation  to  the  first. 
Need  I  appeal  to  your  Excellency's  memoryfor 
the  facts  on  which  these  remarks  turn?  You 
know  that  doubts  did  exist.  You  know  that 
there  was,  under  them,  much  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing. You  koow  that,  as  late  as  the  nintb 
of  August,  I  sought  an  explanation  of  the  de- 
cree in  question ;  and  that  even  then  your  Ex- 
cellency (who  Wat  surely  a  competent  and  le- 
gitimate organ  of  His  Majesty)  did  not  think 
yourself  prepared  to  give  iL  The  concluaion  is 
inevitable.  His  Majesty's  answer,  transmitted  10 
the  Coon  of  Prizes  on  the  18th  of  September  last, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Qrand  Judge,  was  in 
the  nature  of  an  interpretation,  and,  being  so, 
eould  not,  without  possessing  a  retroactive  quel- 
ity.apply  to  event*  many  months  anterior  in  dale 
to  Itself. 


The  Sfth  raason  of  the  Cosoeil,  asd  the  bit 
which  eaters  Into  my  present  view  of  tlie  sub- 
jtoi,  is,  "  that,  though  oae  of  the  priticipal  agenii 
of  His  Majesty  had  given  a  eontcary  opiDiaD,<if 
which  tbe^Jonncil  had  at  no  period  partaken, 
this  opinion  being  that  of  an  individaal,  could 
not,  whatever  coasideraiion  its  author  may  meiii. 
balance  the  formal  declaration  given  ia  the  osmc 
of  His  Majesty  himself;  and  ibat,  if  thecomran- 
nieation  of  thia  opiaion  had,  a*  is  alleged,  ^irea 
room  to  and  served  as  a  basis  for  niaDy  Americda 
shipments,  and  partieolarly  of  the  one  in  ques- 
tion, this  circumstance,  wnieh  may  call  for  iha 
indulgence  of  His  Majesty,  in  acasein  wtiicb  the 
confiscation  is  eaiirely  to  the  advaniaga  of  the 
Stale,  does  not  prevent  a  council,  rigid  iaiuduiy, 
to  pronounce  in  confonniiy  to  the  decree  of  the 
21st  of  Novembar,  and  of  ihe  dedaiation  which 
followed  it." 

It  would  appear  from  this  paragraph  thit,  out 
finding  it  easy  to  untie  the  knot,  the  Coaneil  hid 
determined  to  cot  it.  Pressed  by  the  fact  thai  la 
inievpretatiOR  of  the  decree  bad  been  given  by  a 
Minister  of  His  Majetlv,  specially  charged  with 
its  execution,  Ihey  would  now  escape  frnm  this 
fact,  and  from  the  conclusions  to  which  it  evi- 
dently leads,  by  alleging,  lit.  That  at  no  time 
had  the  Council  pariaketi  of  the  opinion  given 
by  the  Minister;  and  3d.  That  this  opinion,  be- 
ing that  of  an  individual,  could  not  ponesi  either 
the  force  or  the  authority  of  oae  truly  minis- 
terial. 

It  appears  to  me,  as  I  thiek  it  wi'Q  appear  to 
your  Bzcelleocy,  that  the  Council  have,  in  these 
statements,  been  less  correct  than  b  usual  to  then 
on  similar  occasions.  If,  as  thcjr  nowassett,  ibfj 
have  never  partaken  of  the  Minister's  opiaion  [if 
they  have  never  even  hesitated  on  the  quesiicB, 
whether  the  decree  of  November  did  or  did  aol 
derogate  from  the  Treaty  of  1800.  why,  I  ask, 
suspend  the  American  cases  geneiallyi  or  wby 
decide  as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the  Hibetniaf 
If  I  mistake  not,  we  find  in  this  ease  the  recoeni- 
lion  of  the  very  principle  laid  down  bj  the  Min- 
ister of  Marine.  That  officer  says:  "In  my  opin- 
ion, the  November  decree  does  not  work  any 
change  in  the  rules  at  present  observed  with  re- 
spect to  neutral  commerce,  and,  conseqaently, 
none  in  the  convention  of  the  8th  Tendenisire, 
year  nine."  And  what  savs  ihe  Council?  '^Ad- 
mitting that  this  part  of  the  cargo  ^ihe  rum  ud 
ginger,)  was  of  British  origin,  the  disposilioo)  of 
the  November  decree,  [which  contain  noihinf 
with  regard  to  their  own  infiuence  over  the  con- 
vention of  the  8ih  Venderaiaire,  year  nine,]  evi- 
dently cannot  be  applied  to  a  ship  leaviag  Ainet> 
ica  on  the  eth  of  the  same  month  of  Novetaber; 
and,  of  course,  cannot  have  authorized  her  cap- 
ture in  the  moment  she  was  entering  the  neotnl 
port  of  her  destination,"  We  have  here  thiw 
distinct  grounds  of  exemption  from  the  eflecuw 
Ihe  November  decree : 
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Si.  The  earl;  period  at  Vbioh  the  ship  left  the 
[jDited  Stales;  ind 

3d.  The  neuira)  character  of  the  port  to  which 
fae  was  destineil.  If  such,  air,  were  ihe  princi- 
)l«sadrai[Icd  by  Ihe  Council  on  the  3Slb  of  March 
ast,  with  what  correclnesa  can  rt  be  dow  said, 
'(bat  at  DO  period  hsTC  thef  parlftkenof  theopin- 
00  of  iheMinigierF 

The  second  fact  asserted  by  the  Council,  ia,  that 
he  ittterprelatioQ  of  the  decrpe  in  question,  given 
ID  the  24th  of  December,  1806,  was  private,  not 
lofalic  ',  or,  Id  olber  words,  that  it  was  the  iiitei;- 
iietatiod  of  the  mar^  not  that  of -the  Minisier, 
ind.  as  such,  cannot  outweigh  the  more  recent 
leclaratioQ  cotniDg  directing  from  His  Majesty 

Oo  the  consparative  weight  of  those  deelara- 
ions  I  shall  say  nothing,  nor  shall  I  do  more  to 
epel  the  first  part  of  toe  insinuation,  (that  the 
ilinister's  declaration  was  that  onl^  of  the  iodi- 
'idual,)  than  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  my 
etter  of  the  SOih  of  December,  1806,  claimiDg 
rom  that  Minister  an  official  interpretation  of 
be  decree  toquealioDj  and  bis  answer' offhe  34th 
f  the  aame  month,  giving  to  me  the  inlerpreia- 
Lon  demanded. 


he  naiaral  organ  of.His  Majesty's  wilt,  in  wbat- 
ver  regarded  ibe  decree  aforesaid,  and  wboactu- 
lly  applied  to  him  for  information  relating  to  it, 
his  altegation  of  th«  Council  of  Frizes,  and  the 
easoDing  fouoited  upon  it.ea,Dnot  but  appear  very 
xlraordinary,  and  will  justify  me  in  requesting 
hat  His  Majesty  may  be  moved'  to  set  aside  the 
lecisioo  in  question,  on  the  ground  of  error  io  the 
ipinioD  ofthrCoUDciL 

If,  in  support  of  this  coacWsioOi  I  have  drawn 
io  arguments  from  the  Treaty  of  ISOO,  nor  from 
he  laws  of  naiioos,  your  Bxcellency  will  not  be 
.1  a  loss  to  assign  to  this  omission  its  true  cause. 
t  would  tutely  have  been  a  useless  formality  to 
ppeal  to  Blilhoriiies,  not  only  praelieally,  but 
:TeD  professedly  exiincL  Id  the  letter  of  the  Min- 
ster of  Justice  of  ths  ISih  of  September,  we  are 
old  by  Mi*  Majesty  himself,  that,  "since  be  had 
lot  judged  proper  to  make  any  eiception  io  the 
etter  of  his  decree,  there  was  ho  room  to  make 
my  in  its  executioD;"  and  in  Ihe  report  of  your 
£xcellency'a  predecessor,  of  the  SQih  of  NoTem- 
ler,  1806,  we  nave  these  memorable  words; 

"  Eogland  h«s  declared  these  plaeei  blockaded, 
tetore  whreh  she  bad  not  a  singfe  ship  of  wa 

"  She  has  done  more,  for  she  has  declared 
itale  of  blockade  places  which  all  her  assem 
brees  were  incapable  of  blockadiag— ■immease 
loasts  and  a  rasi  empire. 

"  Afterwards,  drawing  from  a  chimerical  right, 
md  from  an  assuiAed  fact,  the  conKequence  that 
ihe  might  justly  make  her  prey  of  everything 
^oins  to  the  places  laid  under  interdictioa  by  ■ 
>imple  declaration  of  the  British  Admiralty,  and 
if  everything  arising  therefrom,  and  carrying 
his  doctrine  into  effect,  she  has  alarmed  neutral 
lavigaiors,  and  driven  them  to  a  distance. from 
ports  whither  their  intereata  attracted  tliem,  and 
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which  the  laws  of  naiions  authorized  them  to 
frequent. 

''Thus  it  is,  that  she  has  turned  to  her  own 
profit,  and  to  the  detriment  of  Europe,  but  more 
particularly  of  France,  the  audacity  with  whicb 
she  roocb^etall  righlE^aod  insults  even  leasoa. 
itself. 

"Against  a  Fower'which  forgets  to  snch  « 
pitch  all  ideas  of  justice  and  all  hnroane  senti- 
ments, what  can  lie  done  but  to  forget  them  for 
an  instant  one's  self  1" 

Words  cannot  go  further  to  show  the  eititi' 
gnisbeit  authority,  in  the  one  case,  of  the  treaty 
subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  His 
Imperial  Majesty,  and,  in  the  other,  of  the  law 
of  nations ;  to  appeal  to  them,  therefore,  would  be 
literally  appealing  to  (he  dead.  Accept,  sir,  &c,, 
JOBiN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  MiNisTBR  of  fhreign  RelatumM, 

Mr.  Armstrang  to  Mr.  Madison. 

PiRiB,  December  t,  1807. 
StR:  I  hare  this  moment  received  a  letter  from. 
His  Malesty'u  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  of 
which  I  subjoin  a  copy;  and  am,  sir,  with  very 
high  CO  as  i  deration,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  serTant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

[Enclosed  in  the  above.] 
Mr.  Chunpagny  to  General  ArmMroog. 

MiLiif,  November  24, 1607. 
Sir:  The  execution  of  the  measures  taken. 
against  the  English  commerce  has  frequently 
caused  rec  la  ma  lions  on  your  part.  Theinieniioa 
of  His  Majesty,  without  doubt,  is,  that  every  par- 
ticular abuse  may  be  repressed ;  but  the  Federal* 
Government  cannot  ma^e  any  complaint  against 
the  measures  themselves;  and  while  tbe United 
Stales  allow  that  their  vessels  may  be  visited  by 
England,  that  she  may  drag  them  into  her  ports 
aoiTturn  them  from  their  destination  ;  while  [bey 
do  not  oblige  England  to  respect  their  flag  and 
the  merchandise  which  it  covers ;  while  they  per- 
mit that  Power  to  apply  to  them  the  absurd -rolea. 
of  blockade  which  it  has  set  up,  with  the  view  of 
iuiuriog  France;  they  bind  themselves,  by  that 
tolerance  towards  England,  to  allow  also  tbe 
application  of  the  measures  of  reprisals  whicli 
France  is  obliged  to  employ  against  her.  His 
Majesty  regrets,  without  doubt,  tc  have  been 
forced  to  recur  to  such  measures.  He  knows  all 
that  the  commercial  classes  mav  hare  to  sufi'ef 
in  consequence  of  them,  particularly  those  who, 
having  habitual  relations  with  England,  using  a 
common  language,  and  often  mixing  their  inter* 
e»ts,  might  more  frequently  occasion  an  appKben- 
sion  of  some  eotmnercial  connivance  witb  the 
English,  inasmuch  as  they  would  have  greater  ' 
facilities  in  covering  it.  This  circumstance  made 
it  necessary  to  use  towards  them  precantions  more 
exact,  aod  an  uneeBning  watebfulness,  in  order 
not  to  be  exposed  to  abuses  which  might  result 
from  a  len  contlani  vigilance.    But  it  is  not  lO; 
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France,  it  is  la' BngUod,  ihai  tbeM 
encra  to  iDdividuals  aught  lo  be  imputelL  She  it 
IB  who  has  given  ibe  exnmple  of  measureB  unjust 
and  illegal,  aad  inrringiiif  on  the  KQ?ereignir  of 
nation*.  To  oblige  her  lo  rriiouiicc  ihem,  it  ban 
become  necefSBTy  to  combat  her  will)  ber  own 
arms;  in  fiolatinft  the  rights  of  all  nalioD*  she 
has  united  them  all  bjr  a  comntoo  inlereM ;  and  it 
i«  for  ihem  to  hate  recour<e  lo  force  a^aiost  her, 
to  forbid  her  the  search  (la  vuile)  of  their  ves- 
aeU,  the  tahiog  away  of  their  erewa,  and  to  de- 
clare ihemsi-lres  agaiDM  measures  which  wound 
their  digui ty  and  their  indriwDdence.  Thennjust 
ptvtensioDi  of  BoffUDd  nill  be  kept  op  as  long 
■1  those  nhose  rigliii  she  fiolates  are  sileDt;  and 
vhat  OoTernmeDi  ban  bad  more  to  complain  of 
against  her  than  theUniied  Slates  1  All  the  dif- 
ficulties which  have  given  rise,  to  yt 
tions,  sir.  woald  be  removed  vltn  ease,  if  the 
Oovernment  of  the  United  States,  after  com- 
plaining in  vain  of  the  injustice  and  violations  of 
Eogland,  look  with  the  whole  ConlineDt  the  part 
of  guaranlfin{r  itself  therefrom.  EDgland  hat 
iairodueed  into  the  maritime  war  an  entire  diare- 
^rd  for  the  rigbi«  of  naiionB;  it  is  only  in  forc- 
nig  her  tn  a  peace  that  It  is  posiible  to  recover 
them.  On  this  point  ibe  interni  of  all  nationn  ia 
the  same;  all  have  their  hnnor  and  iheit  lode- 
:  pendeace  to  deTend.    Accept,  fir.  dtc. 

CHAMPAQNY. 

Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Mailiaon.  '  ■ 
Paris,  DtcemberZ},  1807. 
Sib:  I  forward  hy  Mr.  McBlhonAy  ji.eutry  of 
a  cecond  and  very  extraordinary  decree  of  Ms 
Oovernmeni  with  regard  to  neolral  commerce. 
Whether  it  be  meant  to  stimulate  Qreat  Hritain 
.10  the  coniTuission  of  new  outrages,  or  to- quicken 
us  in  repelling  those  she  has  already  comrnltied, 
the  policy  is  equally  unwise,  and  so  decidedly  so, 
(hat  I  know  not  a  siogle  man  of  consideraiioo 
who  approves  of  il.  h  is,  however,  not  li 
that  it  is  Bs  difficult  to  find  one  who  will  hazard 
an  objection  lo  it.  T*"*****d,  who  in  ihii  way 
is  permitted  to  go  further  ihan  any  other  person, 
dare  not  avow  his  opinion  of  it,  nor  (bad  as  he 
tbinka  it)  will  he  do  more  than  slate  that  the  pre- 
aent  moment  would  appear  to  dictate  some  modi- 
fications. To  this  point  he  stands  engaged  to  go, 
and  I  wait  the  recult  wiih  much  anxiety.  The 
Emperor  is  expected  here  on  the  last  day  of  tbe 
month. 

I  have  the  honor  (o  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
air,  youi  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
P.  8.— As  Mr.  L*e  ihinka  it  probable  that  both 
tbe  copies  of  my  de^paich  of  the  ISih  November 
are  taken  to  England,  I  tend  a  third  copy  of  if 
wilh  ihia.  There  )■  no  longer  a  doubt  ibat  ibe 
Bmperor  wiabed  loget  hold  of  the  royal  family 
of  Portugal.  There  in  a  degree  of  wickedneai 
that  makes  even  scuundrelx  honest.  This  is  veri- 
fied in  the  cunduei  of  Aranjo.  In  every  other 
aci  of  his  life  ht>  heiriiyed  liin  maaler;  in  ihiK  he 
tirei,  and  perhaps  aaved  liim,  -  Tlie  dssailant 


I  have  seen  a  teller  frnm  the  Minister  of  Ma- 
rine, in  which  he  says,  "Tbe  vesaels  orfrieoiiiy 
and  allied  Powers  now  in  ib«  porta  of  ibe  eir|Mre 
Khali  not  be  permiued  to  depart  until  further  ot^ 
'  ders."  The  professed  object  of  (bia  meatnre  it 
"to  preveni  their  fallioji  into  ibe  bands  of  tlie 
enemy,;"  the  real  object  t-o  induce  tbe  Britiili  la 
arrest  all  aueh  veiaeb  [of  ours]  ea  may  be  viitii 
their  grasp.  Thus  tbe  two  rivala  are  Id  gaga 
endeavorinc  whicb  can  mp&t  outra^  lawaad  Jm- 
lice.  Tbe  letter  abuve-meoiioited  waawritieou 
the  Mlnlmer  of  Denmark.  A  similar  noiite  bis 
not  yet  been  aent  lo  me.  It  ia,  iherefme,  pcaiUt 
that  Hli  Majcsiy's  care  is  reatricied  to  vnidi  of 
Powers  both  friendly  and  allied ;  tkai  it  is  a 
squcexe  purely  fraternal.  If  a«,  we  nay  oeapa 
for  this  lime.  I,  state  thir,  bowev«r,asa  tbu{ 
barely  possible. 

f  am,  sir,  wilh  very  bigii  cotuideiaiiiM.  jam 
most  obedient  aervant, 

JOHN  ARUSTBONG. 

EitiacL^Mr.  AmutrooK  to  Mr.  Ms&m. 

Panis.  Janmaty  2S.  1808. 
The  coojeetare  offered  in  my  lasi  Imer  wilb 
regard  to  the  erabargo  of  oar  veasel^  lam  osl 
to  Ire  correct;  the  order  was  intended  to  6ecoa< 
Boed  to  the  vesaets  of  friendly  and  ilJmf  Powers, 
or  Powerx  having  both  these  chanctera.  Tbe 
word  neutral  crept  into  it  totrrij  by  miaiahe. 
An  extract  from  the  MiniBler'i  fener  to  me  on  ibia 
subject  ia  ai  fallows,  lo  wit:  "  No  order  baa  beta 
given  to  retain  neutral  *es*)>  in  the  ports  of  the 
empire;  and  as  soon  aa  I  knew  of  (be  error  com- 
mitted in  this  reaped,  I  hasiened  to  correct  it,  and 
10  notify  expressly  that  neatMl  vmele,  and  par- 
ticularly those  of  the  United  Slates,  should  lajof 
an  entire  freedom."  1  subjoin,  alao,  a  copy  of  « 
letter  in  atiswer  to  the  remonstrances  I  bare  laaJe 
aeainm  the  new  arrtt  of  tbe  I7ih  irf  Deceober 


1806,  are  in  tbe  nature  of  det^iion,  and  that,  ia 
the  contingeoey  of  aa  excloaioa  of  British  eon- 
meree  from  the  United  Stales,  the  ahrps  aad  ear- 
goea  will  be  immediately  releaaed.  I  expect, frao 
~~e  moment  to  anolher,  ibe  Emperor's  order* fw 
mediately  raising  alt  the  seqaeeirmtiom  whteh 
bare  taken  ptace  under  the  November  decree. 

[Baftrred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  despatch  ot  JanosiT 

S3,  18D8.] 

Tranalation  of  a  latter  front  Mc-ChaanpagajisGia- 
,  «ral  Arnalranf ,  dated 

.  Paris  Jrnmory  15.  IMS. 
la:  The  diSerent  notes  whicb  you  have  daw 
me  the  honor  to  addraas  to  ma  hare  faeea  U 
before  His  Majesty. 

Tbe  proceedingiof  Rngland  lowarda  atlOr*- 
ernments  are  so  contrary  to  ibe  law  of  Dtma, 
and  all  the  rulen consianily  observed  erenaaun^ 
eoomlea,  tlutt  d«  recourse  agaJiMt  thia  Pawn  is 
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RQf  loDfcr  to  b«  foDBil  iff  ihs  Ordinary. BiHDt  of 
repression.  In  ofder  to  anQoy  her,  it  ii  become 
DecMsary  lo  tarn  sgai-DSl  her  tbe  arnas  wbich  she 
makes  Q.ie  of  benetf;  and,  if  (ranai>ai  ioconreDi- 
iiiees  resmlt  therefrom,  it  is  to  her  alone  ibal  they 
ire  10  be  fmputei).  -  Siace  England  respects  no 
laws,  bow  eoeld  thry  b«  rejected  wiih  regard  to 
h«T3  The  ntBriijme  laws  which  sbe  vtolatea, 
aa^t  t*iey  aiill  to  be  ■  prolMlion  10  ber  T  And 
if  some  Powers  tolerate  ibeiDfraoiionseamoriited 
>D  their  i D depenii CD ee,' could  they  hare  the  riglH 
:o  reijuire  ihal  France  alune  should  renlrain  her- 
idr  wtihio  limits  which  Iter  enemy  has  erery 
irlwre  orerleapwl ) 

The  United  SiAtas,  more  thaa  any  other  Power, 
tare  te  contplaia  of  ihe  aggressiooi  or  England. 
It  haa  not  beei)  enough  fur  ber  to  offend  agaioM' 
he  independence  of  their  flag^  nay,  against  that 
if  their  territory  and  or  their  inhabitants,  by  at- 
Mcking  iheu)  even  in  iheir  ports,  by  forcibly  car- 
rying away  their  crews;  her  deercea  of  the  lllh 
KoTember  hare  made  a  Fresh  attack  on  tlieir  mm- 
neree  and  on  their  narigatipn,  at  they  hare  done 
>n  those  of  all  other  Powers. 

In  the  siiUBiioii  In  which  Eniland  has  placed 
he  Continent,  especially  since  ber  deoreee  of  the 
lllh  November,  His  Majesty  bus  no  doubt  of  a 
leclaration  uf  war  against  ber  by  the  United 
Siattrs,  whaierer  iransreni  sacriSces  war  rosy  oc- 
tasion  ;  ihey  will  rroi  brliere  it  eoasistent  either 
ivith  their  ioIereVordigniiy  to  acknowledge  the 
noDsircus  prindple  and  the  anarcbf  w^iich  thai 
3overttineitl  wishes  loestahtish  oa  the  seas.  If 
t  be  useful.and  honorable  fur  all  Daiieaa  locauM 
he  true  maritime  law  of  nations  to  be  re-estab- 
i^hed,  and  to  areage  Iht  insults  eonamitted  by 

finghind  against  ereiy  flag "    ' 

he  United  Stkles,  who,  l[^ 
summerce.  bare  afieuer  to 
atioDi.    War  exists,  ihi 


I  indispensable  for 
I  the  ezterrt  of  their 
mplain  of  ibese  rio- 
"   t,  between  Eng- 


and  and  the  United  Stales;  and  His  Majeiir 
lonsiJersit  as  declared  from  the  day  on  «>hich 
logland  pubtished  her  decrees.  In  that  pertua- 
lion,  His  Majesty,  ready  to  consider  the  United 
iiatea  as  astoctaied  with  the  cause  of  all  tbe 
Power*  who  hare  to  defend  themielrcs  against 
Bogland,  has  nni  taken  any  deBnitire  measures 
owarda  the  American  vessels  wbich  may  have 
>eeri  brought  into  our  porttf';  he  has.ordered  that 
hey  sboiild  rejaain  sequeatertd  until  a  decisioa 
nay  be  had  iheretw,  according  to  the  disposition 
arhieh  shall  bare  been  exptcascd  by  the  Qovern- 
meni  of  the  United  States. 

Bxtiaitt-^n  IU£a«a  to  Mr.  ArmstniBg. 

Dbpahthent  op  State,  Peb.  8, 1808. 

Your  letters  and  comKauoications  by  Doctor 
Bullus  were  duly  delivered  on  the  Uth  day  of  De- 
;ember ;  the  same  conveyance  bruuitbi  a  copy  of 
the  sentence  proBonnced  by  the  French  Fii2e 
Criurt  in  thecase  of  tbe  Horiznn,  giving  a  Judicial 
Fff  ct  to  the  decree  of  Horember  SI,  1806,  as  ei- 
p'janded  in  tlieamwer  bf  Mr.  Chaiupagny  toyour 
leiipr  of  ihe  ISlh  November,  1807. 

Whilst  the  Preach  Oorantineui  did  nu(  avow 


uT  enforce  a  maaaing  of  the  decree  of  November, 
1806,  in  relation  lo  the  United  Slates  extending 
its  purview  beyond  the  municipal  limits,  it  could 
not,  in  strietaesa,  be  regarded  as  an  infraclion 
either  of  oar  neutral  or  conventional  rights;  and, 
eonse<) neatly,  did  not  authorize  toore  than  a  de- 
maM  of  seaKoaable  expUnHTions  of  its  doubtful 
import,  or  friendly  expostulations  with  respect  to 
the  rigor  and  suddeuoea«  of  its  innovation!!. 

The  case  is  now  eisentialty  changed.  A  con- 
struction of  the  decree  is  avowed  and  executed, 
which  violates  a*  well  the  positive  stipulaiiooa 
of  the  oonventionof  September  30,  1600,  as  iha 
incooi eatable  pHacifdes  of  public  law.  And  the 
President  charges  yoti  to  superadd,  to  whatever 
Tepresenlaiione  you  ma^  have  previously  made^ 
a  formal  remonstrance,  in  such  terms  as  may  \m 
best  calculated  either  lo  obtain  a  recall  of  the 
illegal  measure,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  United 
Stales,  tfr  to  have  the  effect  of  leaving  in  fiill  force 
all  tbe  right*-  accruing  to  them  from  a  failure  to 
doKO. 

That  the  exeeution  of  lOual  laws  against  for- 
eign nationa  on  the  high  seas  iia  violaiioc  of  the 
tights  of  the  former  and  the  freedom  bf  the  latter, 
will  probably  noi  be  ^neetioned.  A  contrary  prin- 
ciple would  in  fact  imply  the  same  exclnsire  dt>- 
mmion  over  the  entire  ocean  as  is  enjoyed  within 
the  limits  of  the  local -sovereignty,  and  a  degrada- 
tion of  every  ot-her  nation  frnm  its  common  right* 
and  equal  rank. 

If  it  be  contended  that  the  decree,  as  a  retalia- 
tion OB  the  other  belligerent,  at  the  expense  of 
neniral  nations,  is  justiSed  by  a  culpable  ocqaies- 
eenee  in  Ihe  prior  meavores  of  that  belligerent 
operating  throD|;h  neutrals,  yon  will  be  able  to 
denysnch  acqaieacenoe;  and  lo  urge  moreover 


thai 


I  on  erer^Hunposlticn  the  retaliating  measure 
lid  not  be  justly  enforced  in  relation  to  neairala, 
without  allowing  ihein  at  least  a  reasonable  time 
for  cboDHng  between  due  measures  against  the 
prior  wrong,  and  an  aeqaieteenee  in  both.  The 
copy  of  the  represeniatioas  to  the  British  Qovern- 
mcDt,  through  its  Minister  here, on  the  subject  of 
its  orders  of  Jansary,  1807,  will  at  once  dispmve 
in  acqnicMBnee  on  the  part  of  tbe  United  Stales, 
and  explain  ihe  grounds  on  which  the  laie  exten- 
sion of  tbe  French  decree  of  Norcmber,  I8d6,  i* 
an  object  of  just  remonsiranCe. 

The  conduct  of  the  FrEn«h  Oovemmeat  in 
giving  ihis  extended  operation  to  its  decree,  and 
indeed  in  itsaiog  one  with  sueh  an  apparent  or 
doubtful  import  against  the  righli  of  the  sea,  ii 
the  more  extraordinary,  iaasmsch  a«  the  inability 
to  enfoioe  iron  that  element  exhibited  tbe  meas- 
ure in  the  light  of  no  empty  meoaoe,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  afforded  pretexts  lo  her  enemy  for 
severe  retaliations,  for  which  ample  means  afe 
found  in  her  naval  superiority. 

The  aooomuleted  dangers  to  which  the  illegal 
proceedings  of  the  belligerent  nations  have  suh- 

S'cied  ihecoromeree  and  narlgationnf  the  United 
lates,  have  at  length  induced  Congre^  to  resort 
to  an  embargo  on  our  own  veerels,  as  a  measure 
heat  fitted  fnr  the  crisis— being  an  efftetaal  seco- 
ritf  for  •armAcaniilsptopenr'and  mariners  Dov 


.dbyCoo^le 


1671 


APPENDIX. 

ReUUi/KU  wilk  Framet. 


1672 


«t  home  KOd  dailr  arnring,  and  ai  the  Hme  Iiiub 
naitfaar  a  mnture  nor  just  eauie  of  war.  Copin 
of  ibis  act  were  iqoq  after  lis  passage  traDimiiied 
to  Mr.  Plnkaejr,  with  an  nuliiorily  la  wsure  lb« 
British  OovernroeDi  that  it  was  to  be  viewed  in 
Ihis  light,  end  that  it  waa  not  meant  to  be  (he 
■lightest  impediment  to  amicable  tiegoiiatoas 
with  foreign  QoveiDraeats.  He  wai  requetied  lo 
kvaii  himself  of  an  opportunity  of  eomrounicatiog 
to  Tou  and  Mr.  Brviog  this  view  of  the  subject, 
and  I  bope  thai  you  will  bave  been  tbence  ena- 
bled to  preset)  tit  to  the  French  Qorernmeni.  Not 
relyiog  however  on  that  itidirect  opporiuniiy,  I 
aeod  by  this  aDOtfaer  copy  of  the  act,  with  ao  tn- 
itruclion  from  the  President  that  you  make  it  the 
anbject  of  such  explanaliont  as  will  cuard  againal 
iDy  miscoDception  of  the  policy  wEicb  led  to  it. 
It  IS  strictly  a  measure  of  precaution,  required  bv 
the  dangers  incident  lo  exiernal  commerce,  anil, 
being  inditeriroiDaie  in  its  termi  and  operation 
towards  all  oaiiona,  can  give  no  just  ofiWnct  to  any. 
The  dtiration  of  the  act  is  not  fixed  by  itself,  and 
will  coDsequentljr  defend  on  a  continuBuce  or 
cefsalioQ  of  its  causes  in  a  degree  sufficient,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislature,  to  induce  or  forbid 
lla  repeal.  I(  mav  be  hoped  that  the  ineoD^eni- 
ences  felt  from  it  br  the  belligereni  nations  niBf 
lead  to  a  change  of  conduct  which  imposed  the 
incoDTeniences  of  it  on  ourselves.  France  her- 
■elf  will  be  a  sufferer,  aad  tome  of  her  allies  far 
more  so.  It  will  be  very  agreeable  to  find  in  that 
eonai  derail  on,  and  still  more  in  her  aente  of  jus- 
tice, a  sufficient  motive  lo  ao  early  manifeaiBtioD 
of  the  respect  due  to  out  commercial  rights.  The 
example  would  be  worthy  of  the  professions  which 
he  makes  to  the  world  on  ihis  subject. 

February  IS.  Since  the  above  was  wriilea  I 
iiave  been  under  a  degree  of  iudispoiiitiao,  which 
has  suspended  the  proposed  caDlionation  of  it, 
Kod  which  now  will  oblige  me  lo  be  very  brief; 
the  more  so,  as  the  vessel  has  been  some  daps  de- 
tained, which  was  engaged  for  ihespecial  purpose 
of  cotiveyiugpublic  despatches  and  private  letter* 
to  Europe. 

The  delay  bu  enabled  rae  lo  iofbrnv  you  that 
Hr.  Erksine,  a  few  day*  ago,  communicated,  by 
instructions  from  his  Government,  its  late  decrees 
of  Noveiuhet  Utb,  and  those  forming  a  sequel  to 
them.  The  eoramuQicatioo  was  accompanied 
with  asiurances  that  much  regret  was  fell  by  His 
Britannic  Majesty  at  the  uecessily  which  the 
conduct  of  his  enemy  had  created  fur  measurai  so 
embarrassing  to  neutral  commerra,  and  that  His 
Majesty  would  readily  follow  an  example  of  re- 
linquishing Kueh  a  course,  or  even  of  making  re- 
laxaiions  part poMU  with  his  enemy. 

Whether  these  inlimaltons  have  any  reference 
to  tbe  dlEiiuction  between  such  parts  of  the 
French  decree  as  operate  municipally  on  shore, 
and  such  aa,  operating  on  the  high  seaii,  violate 
Ihe  rights  of  neulrala,  or  to  a  dialinntion  between 
the  former  restrirtion.and  thn  late  extension  of 
the  decree  with  respect  to  tbe  United  Sutes,  Mr. 
Brskinedid  not  aeein  authorized  to  say.  The 
probabilit}'  isi^atoeiiherof  these  diitinctions  en- 
tered into  the  viewa  of  ihe  British  Cabinet.    But 


it  is  certainly  neilbet  less  ibc  duty  nor  the  true 
policy  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  ab  to  vary 
his  decree  aa  to  make  it  constatent  with  the  rights 
of  neutrals,  and  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  and  par- 
ticularly with  his  positive  stiputaiiont  to  the  Ont- 
ted  States.  This  may  be  tbe  mar«  reasonably 
expected, as  nothing  can  bemoreclear,  ashasheen 
already  obaerved,  than  that  tbe  effect  of  the  de- 
cree, as  far  a*  it  can  he  carried  into  effect,  would 
put  be  sensibly  diminished  by  abolisbing  its  ope- 
ration beyond  the  limits  of  the  territorial  sovet- 
eigoty. 

In  remooalratiog  against  the  injusliee  aud  ille- 
gslily  of  the  French  a^cree,  I  am  aware  that  yoa 
may  be  reminded  of  antecedent  injuries  loFiance 
and  her  allies  through  British  riolatioos  of  neo- 
tril  commerce.  The  fact  cannot  be  denied,  and 
mny  be  urged  with  greatforce.  inonr  reDoastraa- 
ces  agaiiist  the  orders  to  which  Great  Briiaia  has 
given  a  retaLiaiiog  character,  aince  the  French 
decree  might  on  the  same  ground  be  proaonoecd 
a  retaliation  on  the  preceding  conduci  of  Great 
Britain.  But  ought  tbe  legitimate  eommeree  at 
neutrals  to  be  thus  the  victim  and  the  morl  of 
belligerent*  coniesiin^  witfa>each  other  the  pri- 
ority of  their  destructive  iuiuivalion^ and,  with- 
out leaving  either  of  them  to  neut rata,  even  the 
opportuuity  or  the  time  for  dbproting  that  cul- 
pable acquiesrence  which  is  made  tbe  pretext  by 
both  for  tbe  wrongs  done  to  them  ?  And  I  must 
repeat  that,  apart  frcm  all  questions  of  this  uior^ 
theFreocbdrcree,orat  least  the  illegal  exieosioDs 
of  it  10  the  United  States,  remain  cbargeaUe  with 
all  the  impolicy  which  has  been  pointed  obl 

ISnd  by  accounts  from'Hanburg,BreBien,  H(d- 
land,  and  Lett  horn,  that  the  trade  and  property 
of  our  ritiicDs  have  been  much  vexed  by  regala- 
laiions  subaltern  to  those  of  tbe  original  deerte 
of  November  SI,  1806.  How  &r  the  coatplaints 
are  founded  on  proceediDgs  violating  our  pablic 
rights,  or  on  jucb  asare  unfriendly  and  inequitable 
towards  our  citizens  who  have  placed  their  prop- 
erty within  those  jurisdictions,  you  will  be  able 
to  decide  better  than  we  can  do  at  this  duianee  ■, 
and  the  President  refers  to  your  own  jodgment 
the  kind  of  represeoiation  to  tbe  French  Qavcror 
ment  which  those  and  other  analogous  case*  may 
r«qaire. 

g  to  Mr.  MadiM. 

_ J.  February  17,1806. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  answer  from  the  Min- 
ister of  Marine,  to  my  latter  of  the  I3th  insisnt, 
in  relation  lo  the  saleot  a  part  of  the  ea^oof  the 
ship  Jatnea  Adams.  It  would  now  appear,  that 
tiie  promises  of  forbearance  made  bj  another  De- 
fiariment  are  applicable  only  to  vesse la  sequestered 
in  the  ports,  and  not  to  such'  as  hare  been  cap- 
tured at  sea. 

Extiad — Minister  of  Marine  to  Oeneral  AimslroHt- 
FiiTH  Diviaion  of  Prizeb, 

Pari;  February  15, 160S. 
I  observe  to  yoa,  moreover,  the  question  aow 
is,  not  as  to  a  vessel  sequestered  in  port,  bat  ai  lo  a 
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prize  made  at  tea,  and  seized  for  a  contra  rent  ion 
ofibe  decree  of  the  17(li  December  Jaai;  that  (he 
pro'Liional  aals  ordered  on  account  of  the  "  aver- 
age" is  for  the  interest  as  well  of  the  captured  as 
oflbecapiors,  and  that  it  is  directed  according  lo 
the  case  provided  for  by  the  regulation  of  ibe  Sd 
Prairiai,  llth  year. 

Extract— Mr.  Aimilrong  to  Mr.  Midiion. 

-  PiRiB,  feftrnory  22, 1808. 
Mr.  Pattarsmi  offers  so  good  a  conveyance' (hat 
(  cannot  but  etopioy  it.  Nothing  has  occorred 
here  since  the  date  of  my  public  despatches,  (the 
ITlh  insIaDI,)  to  give  lo  our  busioecs  an  aspect 
more  favorable  than  ii  then  had ;  but;  on  the  other 
hand.  I  have  come  at  the  knowledge  of  Lwn  facta, 
wbicn  I  think  sufficiently  &howtne  decided  cbar- 
icler  of  the  Emperoi's  policy  with  regard  to  ua. 
these  are — 1.  That,  in  a  Council  of  Administra- 
lion  held  a  few  dayi'  past,  when  it  was  proposed 
10  modify  the  operaiioaof  the  decrees  of  Novem- 
[>er,  1806,  and  December,  1807,  (though  the  prop- 
jsilion  was  saeponed  by  the  whole  weight  of  the 
C^oancil,}  he  "hecame  highly  indignant,  and  de- 
slared  that  these  decrees  should  suffer  □□  change, 
ind  that  the  Atnericani  should  be  compelled  to 
.ake  iha  positive  character,  either  of  allies  or  of 
:nemies.  3.  That  on  the  S7th  of  January  last, 
,welve  daysafterMr.Champagny's  written  assnr- 
inces  that  thexe  decrees  ihould  work  no  change 
D  the  property  sequestered  until  our  discussions 
witb  Bnglaod  were  brought  to  a  close,  and  leven 
Jays  before  he  repeated  to  me  verbally  these  very 


lid  be  found  to  ezeep'l  American  prop- 
erty from  the  operaiion  of  the  decree  of  Novem-' 
ber,  1806,  wilhoot  infringing  the  principles  of  the 
decrees,  lie  would  immediately  make  the  ezce^ 
No  lime  was  lost  in  comraunieniing  thia 
declaration  to  me ;  and  I  was  invited  to  point  out 
iUequired,  and  assured  iliai  they  should 
be  immediately  submitted  to  His  Majesty.  Little 
I  liked  the  proposition,  and  much  as  I  doubt 
t.  sincerity  of  the  declaration  outof  which  it 
grew,!  couid  not  refuMi  any  agency  of  mine  ia 
rescuing  so  much  of  the  American  property  se- 
questered in  the  ports  of  France  as  should  come 
■'"'      '' ■  rule.     I  accordingly  wrote  the 


(a  copy  of  which  is  subjoined  to  this  lelterj 

ingout.  ina  few  words,  the  property  to  which. 

that  rufe  would  apply.     Tbjs  vole  was  put  into 


sion,  confiscated  two  of  o 
foes,  (the  Julius  Henry  and  Juniatia,*)  for  « 
oaerely  of  a  document,  not  required  by  nnv  law 
7r  usage  of  the  commerce  In  ivhich  they  had  been 
ingnged.  This  act  was  taken,  as  I  am  informed, 
m  a  general  report  of  sequestered  cases,  amouol- 
ag  (o  one  hundred  and  silly,  and  wbtch,  at  pres- 
ent pric-e?,will  yield  upwards  of  one  hundred  mil- 
ions  of  francs— a  siun,  the  magnitude  of  whicli 
ilooe  lenders  hopeless  all  attempts  at  saving) I. 
}anes,  Portugoese,  and  Americans,  will  be  the 
iriDcipal  sufferers. 

If  I  aiD  right  in  supposing  that  the  Emperor  has 
lefiDitively  taken  his  ground,  I  cannot  be  wrong  in 
concluding  thai  youwill  immediately  take  yours. 

Extract — Hr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Madison. 

Paris,  Jl/arcA  9,  LSOS. 
The  conversation  alluded  to  in  the  copy  of  the 

etter  of did  not  (ake  place  till  the  Sih  instant, 

vhen  tbc'Bmperor  declared,  that  if  means  could 
!)e  found  to  make  an  eieeptipn  id  the  operation 
)f  the  November  decree,  such  exception  should 
lave  his  consent. 

Sitiact — Mi.  Annatrong  to  Mr.  Madisoti. 

Paiib,  AforcA  15,  1808. 
I  stated  in  my  last  letter  the  substance  of  a 
[eclaratiou  made  by  (he  Emperor,  viz :  that  if 

*  ThsMCajM  have  baaorabiTed  to  UMQraod  Judge. 


the  Emperor's  hand  b;  the  Prince  of  Benevento, 
«ho,  ihou;h  six  days  have  now  elapsed,  has  not 
yet  received  an  answer. 

[Nnla  refarrsd  to  in  the  extract  from  Mr.  AnnMMiig*a 
letter  ofthe;ifitfa  March,  1608.] 
The  imperial  decree  of  NoTeinber,  1806,  cOn- 
tains  iioauthOrity  to  sequester  (he  cargoes  of  neu- 
tral veasels  touching  at  English  ports,  and  subse- 
queoily  coming  in(o  chose  of  France,  excepting 
in  cases  in  w^rch  the  captains  or  (opercargoea 
may  have  made  false  declarations.  The  penalty 
provided  by  that  decree  for  offences  olher  than 
(hoM  of  false  declarations  is  iiiimedia(e  departure 
from  the  empire;  and  as  in  these  cases  no  false 
declarations  have  been  made,  nor  are  alleged  to 
have  been  made,  so  no  penalty,  other  than  that  of 
departure  from  the  empire,  can  be  legally  inflicted. 

Extract — Mi.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Madisoti. 

Paris,  April  5, 1808, 

I  received  the  despatches  you  diif  me  the  honor 

address  to  me  by  Mr.  Lewis,  on  the  38lh  ultimo. 

Though  I  had  complained  often  and  earnestly 
of  both  the  principles  and  operation  of  the  Em- 
peror's decrees  of  November,  1806,  and  December, 
1807,  (having  wriiien  at  leasi  twenty  notes  on  the 
different  cases  which  have  arisen  under  them,) 
yet,  as  the  Prendenl's  orders  were  eipresi,  that, 
on  receipt  of  yotir  tetter,  I  should  superadd,  to 
whatever  representations  might  have  been  pre- 
viously made,  a  formal  remonstrance  against  those 
decree^  I  did  not  lose  a  moment  in  writing  and 
presenting  the  enclosed  note  ;  the  terms  of  whicli 
will,  1  hope,  appear  to  be  such  as  were  proper  or 
necessary  to  the  case,  and  calculated  either  to 
obtain  a  recall  pfthe  illegal  measures,  or  to  leave 
ia  full  force  theiigblsaccruing  to  the  United  Slates 
fromafailureon  the  part  of  France  to  tecall  them. 
To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received  aa  answer,  nor 
have  1  reason  to  expect  one  soon,  as  ihe  Emperor 
has  left -Paris,  (it  js  said  for  Spain,)  and  bad,  at 
no  lime  before  he  set  out,  indicated  any  alteration 
in  the  views  which  originally  produced  the  de- 
crees in  question. 

Mr.  Pinkoey  found  means  (in  the  retDm  to  the 
Continent  of  M.  D'Alopeua)  lo  communicate  the 
President's  views  en  tbe  subject  of  the  general 
embargo,  and  particularly  the  deaiie  he  had  that 
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it  should  noi  be  considered  as  a  measure  or  hos- 
tility ayainsit  au^  ToreigD  DBtion.  Someesplan- 
atioaa  ufthia  kind,  nere,  perhaps,  necessary  in 
BnglaDd,  where,  from  I  be  niisrepresebiaiiuns  of 
oar  owa  peopl^  the  character  of  the  policf  was 
likely  to  be  misuiidersiood ;  but  as  neither  the 
•ame  nor  any  other  reasuo  existed  for  nuking 
ibem  here,  none  have  been  offered. 

Mr.  Amstmng  ta  Mr.  Chuapaga;. 

PiBia,  Apras.  1808. 

Sib:  HsTing  submitted  to  the  Goremmeoi  ol 
the  United  States  copies  of  the  imperial  decree: 
of  the  21sl  of  November,  1806,  and  17ih  Decem- 
ber, 1807,  and  of  the  eipositions  which  your  Ex- 
cellency had  been  pleased,  ai  difierent  times,  tc 
give  of  them.  I  have  recently  received  the  in 
(Irucliona  of  Ine  President  to  remonstrBte  against 
hoth  the  provisions  and  operaiion  of  the  said 
decrees,  on  the  ground  of  their  infracting,  as  veil 
Ae  positive  citpulationi  of  a  particular  treaty,  as 
the  mcontestable  prineipleB  of  public  law. 

bi  ditcbargioK  this  duty,  your  Excellency  will 
permit  me  to  call  to  your  remembrance  the  tvelfih 
SudfourteeDlbarticlesof  the  treaty  made  between 
the  United  Stale*  and  France,  on  the  3(hh  of 
Sepumber,  1800.    These  article*  provide— 

lat.  Thafiiafaall  be  lawful  for  the  citizei 
tither  country  to  aail  with  their  ships  and  mer- 
cbandtM  (contraband  goods  alvsya  excepted) 
from  any  port  whatever,  to  any  port  of  the  enemy 
of  the  tttner,  and  to  aail  and  trade  with  their 
ahipa  and  merchandiie,  with  perfect  security  and 
liberty,  from  the  countries,  porta,  and  plares  of 
those  who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  either  party, 
without  any  oppasiiion  or  disturbance  whatso- 
ever; and  to  pass  not  only  directly  from  the  places 
and  ports  of  the  enemy  aforesaid  to  neutral  ports 
and  places,  but  also  froai  one  place  belonging  to 
an  enemy  to  another  place  belonging  toan  enemy, 
whether  they  be  or  be  not  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  same  Power,  unless  such  ports  or  places 
shall  be  actually  blockaded,  besieged,  or  invested." 

2d.  That  "ve^eU  railing  for  a  port  or  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  without  knowing  that 
the  same  is  either  besieged,  blockaded,  or  invested, 
may  be  turned  away  from  such  port  or  place,  but 
tbey  shall  not  be  detained,  nor  any  part  of  their 
cargo  (not  conirabaodj  confiscated,  unless,  after 
nonce  uf  such  blockade  or  invesiiaeni,  they  shall 
again  attempt  to  enter;  but  they  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  go  to  any  other  port  or  place  thej  shall 
think  proper. 

-  3d.  That  "free  ships  shall  give  a  freedom  to 
goods,  and  that  ererythiug  Khali  he  deemed  to  be 
free  and  exempt  which  shall  be  found  on  hoard 
the  ships  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  eillier  of  the 
contracting  partle:^  although  the  whale  lading,  or 
any  part  thereof,  should  appertain  to  the  enemies 
of  eithetj  contraband  goods  being  always  el- 
ected." 

These  stipulations  are  not  more  clear  in  Ihem- 
aelves,  nor  of  more  mdispuiable  application  and 
HUthorily  to  the  present  case,  than  the  injunctions 
of  public  law  by  which  they  were  enforced,  viz: 


Thatlocal  regulations  (excepting  by  Tirtoe  oTcoo- 
veotioa)  cannot  apply  to  foreigo  naiiona  on  the 
high  seas,  without  violating  the  rights  of  the  ont, 
and  the  freedom  of  the  other ;  that  blockades  eaa 
only  exist  wiieD  places  are  so  iofested  that  do  k- 
rious  attempt  can  be  made  to  approach  ihem  «i(b- 
out  exposing  the  parliesmaking  ibeia  to  immiaeot 
dancer;  that,  merchant  vessels  m»y  be  visited 
without  any  degradation  to  the  flaf  of  the  aaiioa 
to  which  they  belong,  dec.  But  -«vhy  mnliiply 
proofs  of  a  position  which  is  not  denied?  Does 
not  the  ofSeial  report  of  your  enligbienrd  fnde- 
cessor  of  the  21sl  of  November,  1S06.  admit  the 
illegitimacy  of  the  original  decree  ?  'Don  it  eoI 
expressly  say,  that  the  doctrines  uf  blocksife  in- 
troduced by  England  are  moitstraus  aad  indefra- 
sible  1  and  that  the  practice,  like  the  docirio^  ji 
a  mockery-of  right,  and  an  insalt  Bpn  msan? 
After  strictures  so  severe,  because  so  jost,  what 
can  be  aaid  fur  the  poliry  of  Frvnce.  which  diffett 
in  nothingfrom  that  of  England  f  Has  yonr  Ex- 
cellency attempted  to  defend  either  ifae  (beotv  or 
the  practice  of  this  poHcy,  on  the  eroand  of  it* 
conformity  to  the  principles  of  public  law  1  Or 
have  you  done  more  at  any  time,  or  on  any  occa- 
sion, than  to  seek  a  justification  for  it  on  the  bate 
suggestion  that  the  United  States  bave  aeqaiexeed 
in  the  measures  of  England?  And  how  has  even 
this  saggestloii  been  maintaiaed?  Br  an  expo- 
sition of  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  American  coin- 
merce  !  and  which  nave  been  no lon'oosJy  practised 
by  all  the  belligerents  iii  turn.  Hare  nor  the  &hip3 
of  the  United  States  been  eDcoonlered  fay  Ml 
Have  they  not  been  turned  from  their  arigioal 
destination  7  Have  they  not  been  dragged  into 
foreign  ports  for  adjudicaiioal  Have  ihey  not, 
in  several  instances,  been  burnt  on  the  high  seas  } 
Is  not  theargumeot,  fuunded  on  tht!  stale  of  thing*, 
equally  good  for  either,  or  for  all  thehelligereatst 
And  can  France  derive  from  it  rights  which  do 
not  equally  accrue  to  her  enemies?  There  is, 
however,  another  and  a  better  answer  to  ihissag- 
(restioD,  which  your  Excellency  has  alieady  aeea 
in  the  letter  I  had  the  hanorof  writing  to  yon  on 
the  16th  of  Pebmary  last,  viz  :  thai  the  snggev 
tioo  is  neither  well  nor  plausibly  founded;  and 
that  the  United  States  neither  have  luhmiited, 
nor  will  submit,  to  theusorpations  of  Qreai Britain 
nor  to  those  of  any  other  naiiaa. 
Accept,  sir,  dec. 

Extract— Mr.  .Irmatrong  Is  Mr.  Kafiaoo. 

Puia,  Apra  12,  18QB. 

I  have  detained  Mr.  Lswii  here  lill  to-4ay,M 

the  supposition  that  my  letter  of  the  Sd  iastaat 

luld  he  answered.     This  was.  however,  m  met* 

;ommodaiion  to  forms,  as  the  absence  of  tbf 

nperor  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  ReUlioai 

idered    this  supposition    highly    improbahlr. 

There  being  then  no  public  reason  for  Mr.  I^wnV 

longer  stay  in- Paris,  and  the  permissioa  to  Ue 

O.-age  to  prosecote  her  rovage  to  Goglaad  afl 

including  one  to  return  to  Fiance,  I  have  ibcaftt 

it  best  that  we  shoald  embark  with  such  desfvch* 

as  were  ready,  proceed  to  Falmouth  ia  Bitg- 


dovGoo^le 


1677 


APPENDIX. 

Rdaitoiu'itUh  F^vnetL 


aad,  and  ihpnee,  after  receiving  Mr.  PinkDeT' 
irden,  return  viib  all  posalble  expedition  to  thi 
Jnited  Siatei.  Hebataecordiagly  been  inslract 
'd  to  tbii  effect. 

Extrael — Mr.MsdiwD  loHr.  Annitrong. 
Depabtmbrt  (IP  State,  May  2, 1808, 

Since  my  tist,  of  which  Lieutenini  L«wis  wai 
ie  bearer,  I  hare  received  your  seTCml  lellen  of 
ie  27tb  of  December,  224  Januery;  15ih  and  17ih 
rFebruary,  wlih  ihefr  reipeclivc  ehcloaures. 

Tbat  of  the  ISib  of  January,  from  Mr.  Chimi- 
■gny  to  yon,  has.  aa  you  will  see  by  the  papers 
erewitb  sen  [.produced  the  scDxations  here  wbieb 
lie  spirit  aotl  style  of  it  were  cnleulated  lo  excite 
s  minds  alive  to  tl|e  interesTi  and  honor  of  the' 
atlun.  To  present  10  Ibe  Utiited  8laKs  the 
Iternatire  of^  hendiag  to  the  views  of  France 

Kinst  her  eoemy,  or  of  incurring  a  confltcation 
lithe  properly  ef  ibeir  eitiiens  carried  into 
^e  French  prive  courts.  Implied  that  they  were 
ascepiib(e'orimpre*«ions  by  which  no  Independ- 
nt  and  honorebfe  oitioD  can  be  euided;  and  to 
rejudge  and  pronounce  for  ibem  loe  effect  which 
le  conduct  of  another  nttioo  ought  lo  have  on 
leir  coonn'Uantl  course  of  proceedrog.  had  ihe  air 
I  least  of  an  assumed  anihorilf  ,iiot  less  irriiaiia^ 
>  the  public  feelings.    Id  these  tights  the  Presi- 


!tter;  taking  care,  as  vour  discreiioQ  will  doubi- 
■ss  suggest,  that  while  you  make  that  Qovera- 
lent  senKible  of  the  offensive  tone  employed,  yon 
■are  the  way  open  for  friendly  and  respectful 
iplanaiions,  if  there  be  a  disfwsition  to  offer 
lein;  and  for  a  decision  here  on  any  reply  which 
lay  he  of  a  different  eharacier. 

Congresi  closed  theirression  oo  the2SthnlitniD. 
'or  a  ^etal  view  of  their  proceedings,  f  referto 
le  series  of  oewspapen  heretofore  and  now  for- 
anted,  and  to  other  prints  which  are  added, 
mong  their  acts  uf  chief  imponanee  is  that 
hich  vests  in  the  Prwident  an  tuthority  to  su&- 
!ad,  in  wliole  or  in  part,  ihe  embargo  lavrs. 

The  Gondiiioos  oo  which  the  suspending  bd- 
lOriiyiatubeeiercised  wilieDgRgeyourparltcaiar 


teniton.  They  appeal  equally  to  the  justici 
id  the  policy  of  the  two  (jreat  belligerent  Powers 
)W  emulating  each  other  in  violaironstjf  both, 
he  President  connta  on  your  beat  endeavors  lo 
ive  to  this  appeal  all  the  effect  possible  with  the 
reach  Qovernroeiit.  Mr.  Pigkneywitlhe doing 
>e  taroe  with  that  of  Oteat  Brttam.  the  rdi- 
OD  in  which  a  recall  of  it*  retaliating  decrees  by 
ther  Power  will  prace  the  United  States  to  the 
her,  is  obvious,  and  oufiibt  to  be  n  motive  to  the 
leasure  proportioned  to  the  desire  which  has 
WD  manifested  by  each  to  prodoee  eollisions  be- 
veen  ibe  United  States  and  its  adversary,  and 
hich  most  be  equally  fell  by  each  t«  avoid  one 
ith  itself. 

Should  wiser  eoi>iMih  or  ioereaslng  diatvessea 
dues  Great  Britain  to  revoke  her  impalitic' 
ders  against  neutral  coiameree,  and  thereby  pre* 
in  the  way  for  the  reiaonl  of  the  embatgo,  as 


it  applies  to  her,  Fraitce  could  not  persist  in  the 
illegal  part  of  her  decreet,  if  she  does  not  mean  lo 
force  a  contest  with  the  United  Stntes.  On  the 
other  hand,  should  she  set  the  exampleof  revoca- 
tion. Great  Britain  would  be  obliged,  either  bv 
following  it  fo  restore  to  France  the  full  benefit 
of  neutral  trade,  which  she  needs,  or,  by  persever- 
ing in  her  ohooiious  orders  after  the  pretext  for 
them  had  ceased,  to  render  collisions  with  lh« 
United  Slates  inevitaUe. 

Inevery  point  of  view,  therefore,  itfs  so  clearly 
Ihe  sound  policy  of  France  to  rescind  so  much  ai 
least  of  her  decrees  as  trespass  on  oeuiral  rights, 
and  pariieaiarly  to  l>eihe  fiisi  in  taking  the  retro- 
grade step,  ibat  it  oannot  be  unreasonable  to  ex- 
pect tbat  it  will  be  iioniediately  taken. 

The  repeal  of  her  decrees  Is  more  to  be  ex- 
pected.above  all,  if  Great  Britain  should  repeal, 
'  be  likely  to  repeal,  bers,  as.  the  plan  of  the 
'iffinal  decree  at  Berlin  did  not  extend  to  a  vio- 
iinnof  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  and  was  re- 
ricted  to  a  municipal  operation  for  nearly  an 
itire  year,  notwithstanding  the  illegal  British 
orders  of  January,  1807,  and  as  a  return  of  France 
to  that  restricted  scope  of  her  plan  would  so  im- 
materially diminish  its  operation  against  the  Brit- 
ish commerce;  tbat  operation  being  &o  oompleie- 
ly  in. the  power  of  Prance  oo  land,  and  ao  little 
'    her  power  on  the  high  seat. 
But  although  we  caQnotof  right  demand  from 
ranca  more   than  a  repeal   of  so  much  of  her 
decrees  as  violate  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  and 
a  great  point  will  be  gained  by  a  repeal  of  that 
jinn  of  them,  yet,  as  it  may  not  have  the  effect 
of  inducing  a  repeal  of  -the  whole  illegal  system 
of  the  British  Qovernmeor,  which  may  seek  pre- 
texts or  plead  a  neeeetity  for  counleraciing  ihe 
unprecedented  and  farmidabte  mode  of  warfare 
practised  agaiast  her,  it  will  be  desirable  that  aa 
little  room  as  possible  should  be  left  for  this  re- 
maining danger  to  the  traoqnil  enjoyment  of  oar 
commercial  righis. 

fn  whatever  degree  the  F)«nch  Government 
maybe  led  to  ohange  its  system,  you  will  lesano 
lime  in, transmitting  the  information  to  this  De- 
partment and  to  Mr.'  Pinkney,  and  by  hired  con- 
veyances, if  necessary.    A  cor  respondent  initrue- 
tioo  is  given  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 
It  is  of  the  greater  imparlance  tbai  you  abonlA 
ceive  from  each  other  the  earliest  notice  of  any 
laiatioDS.  as  each  Government  is  under  a  plcdjra 
to  fullow  sueli  an  example  by  the  other.     Aodll 
is  not  of  less  importance  that  the  Presideot  at 
Congress  should  be  acquainted   with   the  facts, 
that  the  proceedings  here  may  he  accommodatea 
to  them. 


ver  to  M^  Erskine's  note  eommunicatiog  tbem, 
copy  of  the  note  being  also  enclosed. 
The  other  documents  eommuniealed  will  put 
you  in  !\i\l  possession  of  the  relations  of  the  tlni- 
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Tbii  dt*p«rch  is  forwirded  by  Mr.  Baker,  whi 
Ukn  his  pasnf^e  from  BaliJiBore  in  a  vnwl  <d 

¥iged,  RS  WI9  tbe  Osigc  which  nilFd  from  New 
ork,  for  tbe  ipeeial  purpoM  of  public  aod  met- 
«mDtilecorreBpoDdei)ces  with  Europe,  Sb«  will 
fiToceed  iti  the  Gnl  inilance  lo  ii'Ori«oi|  wh«re 
'sbe  will  leave  Mr.  Baker,  and  ibence  procaed 
with  despaicheit  for  Mr.  PinbDcy  to  Fain 
'Where  ihe  will  remain  a  few  da^i  to  receivi 
munications  frocn  himj  ibe  will  ibeo  ret 
L'Orieni,  in  order  to  bring  back  Mr.  Bakar,  vilh 


Eitrad— Mr.  ANB*tr»iiK  to  Mr.  Madiaoa. 

Piais,  Jane  35. 1806. 

Sir:  The  St,  Michael  arrived  at  L'OrieDt  oi 
the  1st  Idsiidi,  and,  like  the  O^age,  was  immedi 
atelf  put  under  sequestration.  It  was  not  unii 
Ibe  8t1i  that  Mr.  Baker  arrived  bere. 

Tbe  reiDonstrance  orderrd.  wiib  respect  to  tbi 
terms  of  Mr.  Champagnv'i!  letter  of  tbe  15ih  of 
JaDuarjr,  shall  beeieculed  tbe  raomenl  the  Prince 
of  BEDeveoto  returns  from  Valenf  sy,  and  I  hope 
ID  a  way  which,  while  it  makes  Uie  Prenoh  Gor- 
ernment  sCDsible  of  Ibe  offeasireness  of  thote 
teriDt,  will  not  obsiiuct  tbe  road  to  friendly  aod 
leapeclful  explanations  on  its  part. 

To  ^Lve  tbjB  a  chance  of  finding  Mr.  Liviiig- 
aloa  at  Bordeaux,  1  nMist  close  it  here. 

With  high  reapeet,  &c. 


Mr.  Annitioiig  lo 

Pabib,  AiylS,  1808. 
Sib:  I  avail  myself  of  tbe  detention  of  ihi 
Arcturu!!,  to  tranamit  copies  of  two  letters  which 
I  bare  written  lo  M.  de  Cbampagny :  the  onein 
execution  of  the  Presideoi'i  orders  witii  re^rd  to 
tbe  oBeosire  terms  employed  by  that  Minister  in 
bis  note  of  the  16ib  of  January  last ;  the  other 
demanding  from  him,  on  the  part  of  bis  Qorern- 
ment,  an  nvowal  or  disavowal  of  the  conduct  of 
Rear  Admiral  Baudin  in  burnins  or  otherwise 
destroying,  on  the  high  seaa,  four  American  shi{» 


[Beferrsd  to  in  He.  Annstrong'*  despatch  of  th*  l» 

of  July.] 

Hi.  Atmstnmg  to  Mr.  Champagn;.] 

Paris,  July  10, 1808. 

Sir  :  Tom  Excellency  will  see  by  fha  euoiosed 
eilracta  from  two  letters  which  Hia  Majesty' 
Minister  of  Marine  has  done  me  the  hooor  t. 
«ddress  to  me  on  tbe  ISih  of  April  and  13[h  of 
June  last,  that  tbe  property  taken  from  tbe  four 
Ametican  ships  destroyed  bv  Rear  Admiral  Ban- 
din  has  been  placed  under  the  iurisdiciion  of  tbe 
Imperial  Council  of  Prizes,  to  be  judged  by  it,  as 
a  case  of  ordioarv  capture. 

To  vour  Escelleacy  it  will  be-  uoneaessary  to 
remarE  that,  whatever  may  be  tbe  decision  of 
tbe  CouQcil  in  relation  to  the  merchandise  which 
has  been  Mved,  tbe  cue  presenia  a  qoealion  of 


mDch  higher  import,  and  entirely  beyond  the  jn- 
riiidiciion  of  a  maritime  court,  «ix :  the  kind  and 
decree  of  reparaiioD  which  aball  be  due  for  the 
!<bip9  and  merchandise  which  have  been  de- 
stroyed. And,  by  way  of  opening  this  sabject, 
vour  Excellency  will  permit  me  to  ask  whether 
His  Majesty's  Government  does  or  does  not  jns- 
lil'y  the  conduct  of  Rear  Admiral  Baudin  in 
burning  or  otherwise  destroying,  on  the  high 
seas,  the  ships  and  mercbandine  of  a  netiiral  aad 
friendly  Power?  I  pray  yourBieeltency,  Ac. 
~  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
M.  Chahpauiit. 

[Refeired  to  in  Mr.  AnnstiDDg'a  letter  of  Jnlf  laj 
Extract — Mr.  Ariostrotig  to  Mr.  Chainpi^r. 
Pabik,  July  t,  1808. 
,  Sia  :  It  has  been  made  the  duty  of  the  nlider- 
signed  to  brinR  to  the-  view  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment an  official  note  addressed  to  him.  oo  the 
15lh  of  January  last,  by  His  Majesty's  Minister 
of  Exterior  Relations,  and  wbich,  in  the  o pin i or 
of  the  President,  is  calculated  to  derogate  from 
the  rights  of  the  United  States  u  an  lodepead- 
eat  nation.  The  note  is  in  the  following  words, 
vii: 

(See  Mr.  Cbampaguy's  teller  of  the  15th  of 
Januarv,  180B,  ante  page  166a) 

On  this  note  the  undersigned  would  remark— 

1st.  That  the  United  States  hare  ■  right  to 
elect  their  own  policy  with  regard  toEoglaDd,aa 
ihey  have  with  regsrd  to  France^  and  that  it  ia 
oolv  while  they  continue  to  exercise  this  right, 
wltnout  suffering  aoy  degree  of  restraint  from 
eilbcr  Power,  that  they  can  maintain  the  inde- 
pendent velation  in  which  they  stkod  to  both; 
whence,  it  follows,  ihsi,  to  have  pronounced,  in 
the  peremptory  tone  of  the  preceding  note,  tbe 
efiects  which  tbe  measures  of  the  British  Gnr- 
ernment  ought  to  bave  produced  or  their  0000* 
sets  and  conduct,  was  a  language  less  adapted  in 
aceompliah  its  own  object  than  to  offend  against 
tbe  respect  dtie  from  one  iqdependut  nMion  to 
another;  And. 

Sd.  That  tlie  ilternalive  to  b«  found  in  the 
last  paragraph,  and  wbich  leaves  the  United 
States  lo  choose  between  an  acquiescence  in  the 
-' —  of  Prance  against  Great  Briuin,  and  a 
-■:__    «r  -11    A ; —  property   seqoei- 


cnnSscai 


I  of  all  Ai 


would  impute  to  her  a  proposition  foanded  in 
wrong  to  individuals;  ap<l  to  the  United  Stales, 
Bi  it  would  imply  on  their  part  a  subjection  10 
pecuniary  interests  totally  tnconsistent  with  ibeir 
principles,  and  highly  dishonorable  10  ibeir  cbat- 


this  representation,  had  no  object  in  view  beyond 
that  of  seeking  an  eiplBnaiion,  which  canHt 
but  tend  to  promote  tha  harmony  of  tbe  two 
Powers. 

Tbe  Minister  Pleoipoientiary  of  the  United 
Slaiea,  JOHN  ARUSTRON  G. 
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Hr.  Madiim  to  Mi.  ATmitraB(. 
DrpABTHENT  or  State,  Jidg  81, 1808, 
S[s:  Herewtlb  jrou  will  recci7e  a  copy  gf  the 

Sapers  relating  to  one  of  the  vessels  wnich  were 
esiroyed  at  sea  by  the  French  frigates  leln.raing 
from  ihe  West  Indies.  I  obser»e  thai,  in  your 
leller  (o  Mr.  Ghampagoy  of  the  Sd  of  April,  you 
have  inci dentally  noiJced  this  occunence.  If 
ample  reparation  should  not  bare  been  made  lo 
the  sufferers,  the  Presidcut  thinks  it  proper  that, 
ai  iheir  pases  become  authenticated,  you  shoula 
preaent  ihem  in  terms  which  may  awaken  the 
French  QovernmeDi  to  the  nature  of  (he  injury, 
and  the  demands  of  justice.  The  burning  of 
neutral  ressels  detained  on  the  high  seaa  is  the 
most  distressing  of  all  the  modes  by  which  bel- 
ligerenis  eiert  force  contrary  to  right,  and,  in 

firopottion  as  it  is  destitute  of  apology,  ought  at 
east  to  be  the  promptitude  and  amplitude  of  the 
redress. 

If  it  be  contended  that  the  destruction  in  these 
cases  proceeded  aolely  from  (he  danger  (ba(  oth- 
erwise in(elligence  might  reach  a  pursuing  or 
hovering  force,  it  may  be  answered,  that,  if  such 
a  plea  were  of  greaief  avsil,  it  would  only  dis- 
prove an  hostility  of  intention,  without  dimin- 
itbing  the  obligation  to  indemnify,  on  ihe-most 
liberal  scaie,  (he  injured  individuils.  It  may  be 
added  that,  if  the  outrage  on  the  individuals  was 
not  meant  as  an  hoaliTity  towards  (heir  nation, 
the  latter  might  justly  expect  a  tender  vf  such 
explanations  as  would  leave  no  doubt  en  this 
subject.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &g.; 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Mr.  Madison  (o 
DBPARTMBirr  i>F  Statb,  July  £2, 1308. 

Your  deapatcb^  by  Licntcnant  Liewis  we 
delivered  ott  th«  8ih  instant. 

It  is  regret(ed  that  the  interval  between  his  ar- 
rival aaid  the  date  of  your  letter  ib  Mi.  Cbam- 
pagny,  during  which  I  presume  some  verbal  in- 
tercommuDiceiion  must  have  taken  place,  had 
produced  no  indication  of  a  favorable  change  in 
the  views  of  the  French  Qovernmeiii  with  re- 
speet  to  itsdecreca;  end  still  more  that,  instead 
of  an  early  and  favorable  answer  to  your  letter, 
it  ihould  hare  been  followed  by  such  a  decree  as 
ia  reported  to  have  been  issued  on  the  S3d  of 
April,  at  Bayonne.  The  decree  has  not  yet 
reached  the  United  Slates,  and  iherefare  its  pra- 
eiie  import  canaai  be  ascertained.  But. if  i 
should  be,  as  it  ia  represented,  a  sweeping  stroki 
at  all  American  vossels  on  the  high  seas,  it  will 
not  only  extend  our  demands  of  reparation,  bat 
is  rendered  the  mote  ominous  with  respect '  ' 
temper  and  views  of  the  Emperor  towan 
United  State*  by  the  date  of  the  measure. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Baker  with  my  letter  of 
May  2,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  sent,  will 
have  enabled  yon  to  resume  the  subject  of  the 
decrees,  with  the  fairest  opportunitv  that  could 
be  given  to  the  French  Qovernment  ror  a  ehauge 
of  the  tiojuil  and  iuwih  course  which  has  baea 


Eursaed ;  and  I  assure  myiHf  that  you  will  not 
BVe  failed  to  turn  the  communicatioas  with 
which  you  are  furnished  to  the  best  accouoL  If 
France  does  not  wish  to  throw  the  Uniieil  Slates 
into  the  war  against  ber,  for  which  it  is  imposii- 
bta  to  find  a  rational  or  plausible  inducement,  she 
ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  in  revoking  at 
least  so  much  of  her  decrees  as  violate  the  rights 
of  the  sea,  and  furnish  to  her  adversary  the  pre- 
for  hiSi  relalialing  measures.  It  would  seem 
f  the  Imperial  Cabinet  had  qever  paid  suffi- 
cient attention  to  the  sraallness  of  the  sacrifice 
which  a  repeal  of  that  portion  of  its  system 
would  iarotve,  if  an  act  of  justice  is  to  be  called 

The  iaformation  by  the  return  of  the  Osage 
from  England  is  not  more  satisfactory  than  that 
from  France.  Nothing  was  said  on  the  subject 
of  the  Chesapeake,  nor  anytbinE  done  or  prom* 
isedastotba  Orders  in  Council.  It  is  probable 
that  further  accounts  from  (he  United  Stales  were 
waited  for.  and  that  the  arrival  of  the  St.  Mi- 
chael will  nave  led  to  a  manifestation  of  the  real 
views  of  that  Gorernranit  on  those  and  other 
subjects.  In  the  meantime,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  hopes  were  cherished  there  of  some  events 
in  this  country  favorable  to  the  policy  of  the 
orders,  and  particularly  that  the  offensive  lan- 
guage and  proceedings  o(  Fiance  would  bring 
on  a  hostile  resistance  from  the  United  Statetj 
ib  which  case  the  British  Government  would  be 
able  to  mould  erecytbing  to  its  satisfaction. 
There  ia  much  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the  Brit- 
ish Government  should  not  concur  in  a  mutual 
abolition  of  the  orders  and  of  the  embargo,  it 
will  result  from  an  unwillingness  to  set  an  exam- 
ple which  might  be  followed,  and  might,  conse- 
quently, put  an  end  tu  the  irritating  career  of  her 
enemy,  on  which  the  calculation  is  built.  Might 
not  use  be  made  of  this  view  of  the  matter  ia 
those  fiauk  and  friendljr  conversations  which 
sometimes  best  admit  topics  of  a  delicate  nature, 
and  in  which  pride  and  prejudice  can  be  best 
managed  without  descending  from  the  necessary 
level  1  In  every  view,  it  is  evidently  proper,  a» 
far  as  respect  to  the  national  honor  will  allow,  to 
avoid  a  style  of  procedure  which  might  co-ope- 
rate with  the  policy  of  the  British  Government, 
by  stimulating  the  passions  of  (he  French. 

Ext^ct  of  a  latter  from  Qeneial  Amutnuig  to  Iba 
SecNtar?  of  State. 

Pahib,  Jtdy  2S,  1808. 

Sta :  It  would  have  given  me  the  highest  plea- 
sure to-have  drawn  from  ibis  Government  such 
explanations  on  the  general  subject  of  our  differ- 
ences with  them  as  would  have  met  the  friendly 
and  equitable  views  of  the  United  Staie'i;  but  I 
owe  it,  as  well  lo  you  Is  lo  myself,  to  declare  that 
every  attempt  for  that  purpose  hitherto  made  has 
failed,  and  under  circnmstanees  which  by  no 
means  indicate  any  change  in  their  aspect  fur  the 
better.  With  very  high  conaideraiion,  I  am,  Ac. 
/OHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Jambb  U^niBOK,  Esq. 
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ExUact>-Ur.  Aimibimg  la  tha  Sacrelur  of  Suia. 

Paris,  AuguH  7, 1806. 

I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  yesierdtj.    Two 

week*  hare  gone  by  wiihout  any  newcondeiDna- 

tion.    Mjr  remoDstraoces  coDtinue  to  be  aoan- 

P.  8.  I  eocloae  a  copy  of  my  note  of  yesterday 
to  M.  de  Champasoy. 

JOHN  ARMBTRONQ. 


[lUfeiMd  Id   and  endoMd 

fUtb  of  AugnM  7,  1M8.]  , 
BltMct — Mr.  AniutToiiB  to  Mr.  Cbampagny. 
P&RIB,  Augv»t  6,  1808. 

Mr.  Armtlrong  present*  faiicompIiraeDis  to  H. 
de  Cbampagay,  aod  begi  lefv.e  to  iaform  bi 
tbat,  haTinr  for  &ome  months  past  made  trial  of 
tbeariifirial  waters  of  Rivoli  witbot)t  any  useful 
efipct,  bis  physician  bas  prescribed  for  bim  ibofe 
ofBoarboa  I'Arcbanibault.  Should  M.de  Cbam- 
jragny  have  any  comiuuiiiGaiiaD  lo  make  to  Mr, 
Armsiroag,  he  will  be  pleased  to  iddreis  them  as 
Vsual  to  the  Hotel  de  LEgatioD  Am^ricaiae,  Rue 
Vaugirard,  No.  IQO,  whence  they  will  be  r«ga- 
krly  aad  prorapily  transmitted  to  Bourboa. 

On  leaving  Pans, Mr.  Armstrong  thiokipropef 


aspect  leia  auipicious  to  their  future  good  under- 
•taoding  than  ■■  wished  for  by  those  wbo  are  tbe 
friends  af  both. 

That  His  Majesty  haiarigbi  to  make  such  ma- 
nicipai  regulaiiotis as  he  may  deem  proper,  with 
regard  \p  foreign  coromerce,  neilhei  is,  nor  has 
been,  denied :  for  example,  be  may  forbid  tbe  eo- 
tiv  ioio  ibe  ports  of  France  of  American  ships 
Wbich  have  touched  in  England,  or  been  destined 
to  England;  and  he  mi«y  either  sequester  or  con- 
fiscate such  vessels  of  tbe  United  Slates  as  shall 
infract  these  laws,  after  due  premutation  and 
notice  thereof}  but  beyond  this  the  United  Slates 
bone  and  believe  that  His  Majesty  will  not  go. 

M.  de  Cbampagny  will  not  fail  tt)  seize  the  dis- 
liuctioD  which  these  remarks  preieai,  between 
Ibeautburity  of  taunicipal  reeulatioos  and  thai 
of  public  law;  and  will  decide  whether  it  does 
or  does  not  offer  a  ground  on  which  the  good  un- 
dcrBlanding,  so  lung  and  so  usefully  msinlained 
between  tbe  United  States  and  France,  may  be 
pmerved,  and  a  degree  of  intereourse  between 
Ibem  renewed,  wbicb  shall  have  the  eOeiM  of  re- 
animating their  farmer  industry. 

Does  His  Majesty  fear  that  the  balance  of 
trade,  arising  fruin  this  renewed  industry,  would 
go  to  the  advantage  of  England  1  Means  are 
certainly  not  wanting  to  prevent  this  consequence. 
Would  It  not  he  entirely  avoided  by  making  it  a 
eoudiiioQ  of  the  commerce  in  question,  that  all 
ehips  leaving  France  shall  take  (in  some  article 
or  articles  of  their  produce  or  manufacture)  the 
full  amount  of  the  cargoes  they  bring  biihetl 

Ships  sailing  under  this  refrulation  would  or 
would  not  go  voluntarily  to  England.  If  they 
went  voluntarily,  it  would  only  be  beeaiwa  tka| 


country  afiorded  tbe  heat  nmrketa  far  tbe  prodac- 
tiooasf  France;  in  which  case  tbe  babiioal  re- 
sults would  be  entirely  changed,  and  Bnglaid, 
ceiisiug  to  receive  a  balance  for  her  iDaoDfaetDro, 
would  begin  to  pay  one  to  tbe  United  States  at 
the  productions  of  France.  Cauld  Prance  with 
a  state  of  commerce  more  prosperous  than  ihisi 

If,  on  the  other  band,  the  American  ships  did 
not  go  voluntarily  to  England,  but  were  captured 
and  sent  in  for  adjudicatton,  it  may  be  fairly  pre- 
sumed that  the  United  Stales  could  no  looger 
heiiitate  about  becoming  a  parly  to  the  waragaiou 
England. 

Thus,  in  either  ea^e,  the  interests  of  His  Ua- 
jestv  would  be  directly  advanced  bjr  the  measure: 
in  ine  one,  tbe  wants  of  France  and  bereolcmies 
would  be  not  only  regularly  supplied^  but  sbt 
would  herself  become  an  entrepAi  for  iheioaaly 
of  the  Continent ;  in  tbe  other,  the  wishes  of  Hi* 
Majesty,  as  expressed  in  February  lait,  vooll  be 
directly  promoted. 

Mr.  Armstrong  has  tbe  bonor  of  reoewiag  to 
M.  de  Cbampagny  tbe  assurances  of  his  very 
high  consideration. 

JOHN  AHUSTROnO. 

£xk«cl.~Mr.  ArDitroiif  to  Mr.  MaiMiMi 

BODRBOa  L'AjiCBAIiaAIILT, 

Augvtl  2B,  laOSL 
Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  have  been 


'd  by  the  receipt  of  your  desoaicb  of  the 
aisi  ultimo,  and  would  immedleiely  return  lo 
Paris  to  renew  my  dincusaionsvilkH.  deChaSf 
pegny,  either  personally,  as  you  suggest,  or  by 
writing,  had  I  not  the  mosl  solemn  convictioa 
that  any  new  experiment,  made  &t  ibe  preaeat 
moment,  in  either  fonn<  and  of  official  character, 
would  certainly  Iw  lueleas,  ani  probably  icjn- 
rious. 

JOHN  AHl^TRQNa 

{CM)fl4antia|.) 
Bxtiaet — Qeneral  Armstronf  to  Btr.  ¥iiTiwii 
BoonnoM  L'AncBijtBjttJLT, 

Augvt  30, 180B. 
We  have  somewhat  overrated  our  ntaos  id 
coercing  the  two  great  beiligerenia  to  a  eoana  of 
justice.  Theecobargo  is  a  measure  eakalsud, 
above  any  other,  to  keep  us  wbole  and  keepma 
peace;  but,  beyond  thi-^  you  musinoi coaai apoi 
iL  Here  it  is  not  feli,«iid  ia  EnglaBd  (in  ik 
midst  uf  tbe  more  teoenl  and  interesti^  ereati 
of  tbii  day)  it  is  forgotten. 

I  hope  that,  unleM  Fniace  shall  do  na  jostk^ 
we  will  raise  the  embargo,  and  makje  in  iu  stead 
tbe  experiment  of  an  armed  eomaierce,  Bboold 
she.  adhere  to  her  wicked  and  fuolisb  lueasHtti, 
we  ousht  not  to  content  ounelvei  whb  doittf 
ibis ;  there  is  much,  very  much  betides  that  wt 
can  do,andweoughi  not  to  omit  doing  all  wc  CM. 
because  it  is  believed  here  thai  we  cannot  M 
much,  and  even  that  we  will  not  do  wbai  w 
have  the  power  of  doing. 

JOHN  AHHSTBONa 
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Orfot  Britain,  /Vance,  and  Spain. 


less 


GREAT  'BKCFAIS,  FRANOB,  AND  SPArN. 

[CommiiDicited  to  CangrcM,  Dso«mb«T  38,  ISM,} 
Po  the  Smote  oflU  Uiuttd  Siaia.- 

According  to  ifae  request  of  <be  Sienile,  in  (heir 
esolution  orNoTcmber  14,  that  copin  ahauU  be 
Bid  befora  the  in  of  ill  ihe  orders  and  decrees  of 
he  belligerent  Powers  of  Kurope,  pa»ed  siooe 
.791,  affecting  the  cammerciat  rights  of  the  Cni- 
ed  Slates,  I  now  transmit  toilieiD  a  report  of  the 
jtecretary  of  State  of  aiieh  of  tbem  «a  ba«e  been 
iltaioaUe  id  ibe  DtfiarlaicDi  of  Btate,  and  are 
upposed  to  knve  entered  into  the  riewi  of  th« 
Senate.  TU.  JEFFERSON. 

Deobmsbr  S3, 1808. 

Dbpabtkekt  of  Statb,  Dec.  21, 1S08. 
Tbe  Secretary  pf  Stale,  in  pursuance  of  the 
esoluiioo  of  Ihe  Senate  of  the  14[b  ofNoTem- 
XT,  respecifully  repoHs  to,  tbe  President  of  the 
United  Stales  copies  of  such  belligerent  act*,  de- 
stees,  orders,  and  procurations,  as  alTect  ngairai 
rights  of  comnteiee,  and  as  have  been  attainable  ' 
D  the  Deparnneot  of  State,  with  the  exceplion, 
[loweTer,  of  tuniJrf  acts,  partkolarly  blockades, 
if  doubtbil  import  or  ioletior  importance,  which  ^ 
it  was  supposed  would  hare  iocoaveclenUy  ex- 
leoded  the  d«lay  and  the  size  of  the  report. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


March  29,  1793.  Extract  from  the  Russian 
Treaty. 

Hay  95, 1793.  Bilraci  from  ihp  Spanish. 

July  14,  1763.  Extract  from  tbe  Prussian. 

August  30,  1793.  Eitract  from  tbe  Austrian. 

June  8,  1793.  AdditioQal  iostruciions  with  re- 
Ipect  10  corn,  meal,  &a!. 

November  6,  1793,  Detenlton  of  neutral  ves- 
■els,  taden  with  Freoch  colonial  productions,  &.e. 

January  8, 1794.  ReTocation  of  the  last  order, 
and  the  enicimeni  of  other  regulations. 

January  25, 1798.  ReTocaiion  of  the  last  one, 
and  the  enaeimeni  of  new  regulations. 

March  2S,  1799.  Blockade  of  all  the  ports  of 
Holland. 

Norember27, 1799.  Suspeiwian  of  the  blockade 
of  Holland. 

Juae24,  1803.  Direct  trade  between  neutrals 
and  the  calonies  of  eoemies  not  lo  be  tDienupicd, 
volem,  apoD  tbe  outward  voyage,  contraliand 
supplies  shall  hatie  been  furnished  by  tbe  neu- 
tral). 

April  12,  1804.  lostruclions  concern ing  block- 
ade^ eooiinunicated  by  Mr.  Merry. 

April  12,  1804.  ConTersion  of  tbe  siege  of 
Curaeoa  into  a  blockade. 

Aogivt  9. 1804,  Blockade  of  Fecsiop,  &c. 

August  17,  1809.  Direct  trade  wii^i  enemy's 
colonies  subjected  to  restriction*,  &r. 

April  8, 1806.    Blockade  of  tbe  Sou,  .WeMr, 


May  le,  1806.  Blockade  from  ihf  Elbe  lo 
Brest. 

SepieroberSS,  1806.  Disconti nuance  of  tbe  last 
blockade  in  part. 

January  7,1807.  laterdlclion  of  the  trade,  from 
port  to  port,  of  France. 

June  36,  18ff7.  Blockade  of  tbe  Ems,  dkc. 

October  IS,  1807.    PrOcUaiation  recalling  sea-  ' 


January  2. 1808.    Blockade  <)fCBr1ha?ena,&c. 

March  38,  1808.  Act  of  ParliameDt  lor  carry- 
ing Orders  of  Council  into  effect. 

April  11, 1808.  Order  in  Ootucil  permitliBg 
neutral  veisels,  without  papers,  to  carry  suppliea 
to  the  West  Indies. 

'    April  14, 1308.  Act  of  Parliament  probibidng 
exportation  of  cotton,  wool,  &a. 

April  14, 1806.  Act  of  Parliamentmakingwlid 
cartain  Orders  in  Council. 

May  4,  I80a  Blockade  of  Copeahagen  and  of 
tbe  bund  of  Zealand. 

June  23,  1808.  Act  of  Parltament  regalatinf 
trade  between    the    United    SUtea   and   Qreat 

October  14, 1&06.  Admiral  Coohraae'sbloekate 
of  Fceapb  Leaward  islands. 

Extract  from  a  Contention  between  Hi*   Britannia 
IHajesty  and  tbe  Gmprsas  of  Rusaia.  ngned  at  Lon- 
don, the  SGth  of  March,  1T9S. 
Art.  3.  Their  said  Majesties  Tecfprocallr  en- 
gage to  shut  all  their  ports  against  French  ships; 
not  to  permit  tbe  exportation,  in  any  ease,  from 
their  said  ports  for  France,  of  any  military  or 
naval  stores,  or  corn,  grnio,  salt  meat,  or  other 
provisions;  and  to  take  all  oiher  measures  in 
theii  power  for  injuring  thecommerce  of  France, 
and  for  bringing  her,  by  snch  means,  to  just  con- 
ditions of  peace. 

Art.  4.  Their  Majesties  engage  to  unite  all 
their  efforts  to  prevent  other  Powers,  not  impli- 
cated in  this  war,  from  giving,  on  this  occasion  oF 
cominon  concern  to  every  civilized  Slate,  any 
protection  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  incon- 
sequence of  their  oeutraliiy.  to  the  commerea  or 
property  of  Ihe  French,  on  tbe  aea,  or  in  the  porta 
of  France. 

Eitract  irDai  a  treatj  between  His  Britannic  MaJMtj 
and  the  King  o/  ^ain.aignedat  Araxyue);,tbeS9lh 
of  Uff,  1793. 

Art.  4.  Their  said  Majesties  engage  recipro- 
cally to  shut  their  ports  against  French  vessels ; 
not  to  periuit  that  there  i>hall,  in  any  case,  he  ex* 
potted  from  their  ports  for  France  either  Warlike 
or  naval  stores,  o/  wheat,  or  other  grains,  salted 
meat,  or  ether  provisions :  and  to  take  every  other 
measure  io  their  power  Id  diairess  the  trade  of 
Fratice,  and  reduce  her  by  that  means  to  just 
eolttliiions  of  peace. 

Aut.  5.  Their  said  Maiesties  also  engage,  the 
present  war  being  generally  inlereiling  to  every 
civilized  State,  to  unite  all  their  effons  in  order 
to  prevent  those  Powers  which  do  not  take  part 
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in  the  Mid  war.  from  ■flbrdiDH,  in  coDsequence  of 
iheir  oeoiTtlity,  aajr  proteetioD,  dirtcl  or  indirect, 
on  the  Mat  or  in  the  ports  of  Prance,  to  the  com- 
merce and  properly  of  iheFrench. 
Eitraet  from  •  conTcntion  Iwtwsen  Hit  Britannic  Mk- 

Citj  and  the  King  of  PruMia.  ugncd  it  Ihs  camp 
fore  Ma^eaca,  tba  MUi  July,  1TB3. 
Art.  3.  The  liigh  cootracting  parties  haTe  al- 
ready taken  the  reiolulioa  to  ahtil  all  iheit  ports 
against  French  tliips,  and  not  to  permit  the  ex- 
mrtaiioD,  in  an;  cases,  from  their  said  ports  for 
France,  of  any  miliiary  or  oaral  slorei,  or  corn, 
grain,  nsU  meat,  or  otber  pioTisioos;  they  recipro- 
csJly  eogtge  to  coDtione  those  m  earn  res,  and  pro- 
mise to  employ  all  other  means  which  shall  be  in 
their  power  for  injuring  (he  commerce  of  France, 
■nd  for  brinfcing  ber,  by  such  means,  to  just  con- 

Art,  4.  Their  Majestiea  engage  (o  unite  all 
iheir  efforts  10  prevent,  on  this  occasion  i^  com- 
moa  eoncern  to  ereij  civilized  State,  other  Pow- 
ers, not  irnplicnied  in  the  war,  from  gi?iDg,  in 
conseqnence  of  their  neutrality,  any  piuteclion 
whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  commerce 
or  property  of  ih«  French,  on  the  sea,  ot  in  the 
ports  of  France. 

Bitraet  from  a  conTantJon  IntweMi  the  Empmor  of 
Austria  and  His  BriUnnic  Msjastj,  sifDMl  at  Lon- 
don, the  SOtfa  August,  17S3. 
Art.  2.  Tbeir  laid  Majesties  reciprocally  eti- 
' gage  to  shut  their  ports  against  French  Teasels, 
Doi  to  permit,  in  any  initaDce,  warlike  or  aa*al 
atores,  corn,  grain,  sailed  meat,  or  other  proris- 
ions,  to  be  exported  from  their  said  ports  for 
France,  and  to  take  all  other  means  in  their  power 
to  annoy  the  rommeree  of  France,  and  thereby  to 
reduce  her  to  jost  conditions  of  peace. 

Abt.  3.  Their  Majesties  engage  to  unite  all 
iheir  efforts  lo  prevent  olher  Powers^  who  shall 
not  lake  part  in  this  wsr,  from  giring,  on  this  oo> 
caiioQ  of  cooinion  ioleresl  la  every  civilized 
State,  any  protection  whatever,  direct  Or  indirect, 
in  consequence  of  their  neutrality,  to  the  eom- 
merce  or  the  properly  of  the  Preocn,  at  sea  or  in 
the  porta  of  France. 

Oeohob  R. 

Additional  instnictioDa.to  the  commaodan  of  His  Ma- 

iestj'i  ships  of  war  and  privataera  that  bsTa  or  may 

haT*  letters  of  msrqui  agunsi  Frsnce.  Giien  at  our 

Court  at  St.  James  s,  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1T9S, 

and  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  oar  reign.      , 

1st.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  and  detain 

ftit  vessels  laden  wholly  or  in  part  with  corn,  flour, 

OT  meal,  bound  to  any  port  in  France,  or  any  port 

occupied  by  the  armies  of  France,  and  lo  send 

them  to  such  ports  as  shall  be  most  convenient, 

in  order  that  such  corn,  meal,  or  flour,  may  be 

|)Urchased  on  behalf  of  His   Majesty's   Qovern- 

ment,  and  the  ships  released  after  such  purchase, 

andafler  a.  due  allowance  for  freight;  or  thai  the 

masters  of  such  ships,  od  giving  dne  security,  to 

be  approved  by  the  Court  of  Admlraliy,  be  per- 

mitied  to  proceed  to  dispose  of  their  cargoes  of 

corn,  meal,  or  floor,  in  the  ports  of  any  country  in 

amity  with  His  Majesty. 


Sd.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  forthecomraaader* 
of  Hii  Majesty's  shJpiof  war  and  privateers,  that 
have  or  niajr  here  leiicn  of  marque  a^insl 
France,  lo  seize  all  ships,  whatever  be  their  car- 

foe^  thai  shall  be  found  attempting  to  enter  any 
lockaded  port,  and  to  send  the  same  for  coodem- 
nalioD,  tosetber  with  their  cargoes,  except  the 
ships  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  which  shall  be 
prevented  from  entering  on  ibe  first  attempt,  but 
on  the  second  shall  be  sent  in  for  condemoslian 

Sd.  That  in  case  His  Majesty  shall  declare  any 
port  lo  be  blockaded,  the  comraanders  of  ICis  Ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war  and  prirateers  ihat  hare  oi 
msy  have  letters  of  marque  against  France,  are 
hereby  enjoined,  if  they  meet  with  ships  at  sea, 
which  appear  from  their  papers  to  be  desiincff  to 
such  blockaded  port,  but  to  nare  ssiled  from  the 
ports  of  their  reipeclive  countries  before  the  dec- 
laration of  the  blockade  shall  have  arrived  there, 
ID  advertise  them  thereof,  and  to  admonish  them 
to  go  to  other  ports;  but  they  are  not  lo  molest 
ibem  an^rward,  unless  it  shall  appear  that  ihey 
have  continued  their  course  wiih  intent  to  enter 
the  blockaded  port,  in  which  case  ibey  shall  be 
subject  to  capture  and  coDdemnationt  as  shall 
likewise  all  snips  wheresoever  fonnd,  that  shall, 
appear  lo  have  sailad  from  their  ports,  boand  to 
any  port  which  His  Majesty  shall  hare  declared 
to  be  blockaded,  after  such  declaration  shall  hare 
bMD  known  in  ibe  country  from  which  they  sail- 
ed; and  all  ships  which,  in  the  coarse  of  the 
voyage,  shall  har«  received  notice  of  the  blockade 
in  any  manner,  and  yet  shall  hive  pursued  their 
course  with  intent  lo  enter  the  same. 
Oaoaaa  B. — Additional  inatrnslion  to  tlu  command- 
en  of  all  our  ships  of  wAr  and  privrnteen  that  hava 
or  nay  have  letleti  of  marqui  againit  France  Giv- 
en at  oar  Court  at  SL  Junes'i,  tha  sixth  dayoflfa- 
vimber,  1793,  and  in  the  thir^-fouith  year  of  our 
leign. 

That  they  shall  stop  and  detain  all  ships  ladea 
with  goods  the  produce  of  any  colony  belonging 
to  France,  oi  carrying  provisions  or  otbet  soft- 

Elies  for  the  uae  of  any  such  colony,  and  shall 
ring  the  same,  with  their  cargoes,  to  l^al  adju- 
dication in  our  Courts  of  Admiralty. 
By  His  Majesty's  command : 

H.  DONDAS. 

OiDBOt  R. — Instructions  to  the  commanden  of  out 
ship*  of  war  and  priTBleers  that  have  or  may  have 
letten  of  marqne  againit  Prance.  Given  at  our 
Court  at  81.  Jamsa'i,  the  eighth  day  of  Janoaiy, 
1T84, 

Whereas,  by  our  former  instruction  lo  the  com- 
manders of  our  ihips  of  war  and  privateers,  dated 
the  6th  day  of  November,  1793,  we  signi6ed  that 
they  should  stop  and  detain  all  ships  laden  with 
goods  the  produce  of  any  colony  beloogiog  lo 
France,  or  carrying  provisions  or  other  supplies 
for  the  use  of  any  such  colony,  and  sbonld  bring 
the  same,  with  their  cargoes,  to  le{;al  adjudication: 
We  are  pleased  lo  revoke  the  said  instruction,  nod, 
in  lieu  inereof,  we  have  thought  fit  to  issue  these, 
our  iaatruetioDB,  to  be  dnljr  obserred  by  the  com- 
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naDders  of  all  oar  nhips  of  war  and  phrRteera 
[tiat  bare  or  mtiy  bare  le'ttera  at-  marqae  against 

1.  Tbai  (hey  shall  bring  in,  far  lawful  adjudi- 
ialion,  all  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  that  are 
adea  wiih  goods  the  produee  of  the  French 
tVest  India  Islands,  anil  ooniiDg  directly  from 
my  port  of  the  said  islands  to  sny  port  in  En- 

2.  That  they  sbaD  brjfijg-  in,  foi  lawful  «djud i- 
tation,  all  ships,  wiib  their  cargoes,  that  are  laden 
rith  itooda  the  produce  of  ihe  said  islands,  the 
iroperiy  of  which  ^oodi  shall  belong  to  the  aub- 
ects  of  Prance,  to  wbatsotver  poru  ibe  saise 
nay  be  bognd. 

3.  That  ihe^  shall  seize  all  ships  that  shall  be 
ound  attempting  to  enter  any  port  of  the  said 
stands  thai  is  or  shaH  be  blockaded  by  the'arms 
if  His  Majesty  or  bis  allies,  and- shall  send  them 
0,  with  tbeir  cargoes,  for  adjudication,  according 
o  ihe  terms  of  Ibe  secood  article  of  the  former 
□siructioDa,  bearing  date  the  eigblh  day  of  Jane, 
!793. 

4.  That  they  abonld  seize  all  Tetiels  laden 
vhoUy  or  in  part  with  naral  or  railitary  storea, 
nund  to  any  port  of  the  nld  islands,  and  shall 
ei)d  them  into  Mime  eonT^nientport  beloogii^lo 
iis  Majesty,  in  order  that  tfaey,  together  with 
heir  cargoes,  be  proeoeded  against,  aceordiog  to 
he  rules  of  nations. 

iio«os  R. — Instroctjaiw  IB  flis'  commsndBn  of -out 
•hips  of  wsr  anU  pnTsteets  tbst  hsTs  or  msy  have 
Utters  of  msrqoe  agaiiist  Fnnee,  Spain,  or  Ue  TJni- 
tod  Proiinaet.  Oiten  at  onr  CoOil  at  St  Junes's, 
the  Ulfa  day  et  Jumai?,  ITM,  in  the  Ihir^'sighdi 
year  of  onr  leicn. 

Whereas,  by  oar  former  insiractions  to  the 
lommandera  of  our  »bip«  of  war  and  prirateers, 
lated  8th  January,  1791  we  signified  Thai  tbey 
boaid  bring  in,  for  lawful  adjodicalion,  all  res- 
els,  with  tbeir  cargoes,  that  were  laden  with 
:oods  the  ptodnce  of  the  French  W^t  India 
■lands,  and  coming  directlyfroin  any  port  of  the 
aid  islaads  to  any  port  in  Europe ;  and  likewise 
II  ships,  with  their  cargoes,  that  wwe  laden  with 
roods  tbe  produee  of  ttie  said  itlande,  the  property 
if  which  goods.ehoald  belong  to  the  tabjects  of 
i'tvnce,  to  whtuoever  pons  tbe  same  might  be 
lound;  and  that. ihejrsbould  seize  all  ships  that 
itioDld  be  found  attempting  to  enter  any  port  of 
be  said  island*  that  was  or  shoald  be  bloekadoti 
>y  the  arras  of  His  Majesty  or  hi*  allies,  and 
ibouldsend  them  in,  with  their  eBrgoea,foradja- 
lication ;  and,  also,  all  vessels  laden  wholly  or  in 
Mrt  with  naval  or  military  stores,  bound  to  any 
Mirt  of  the  said  Islands,  and  'should  send  them 
nio  tome  conrenieoi  port  belonging  to  His  Ma- 
iesty,  in  order  that  tbey,  together  with  their  car- 
foes,  might  be  proceeded  ^«inst,  according  to  the 
aw  of  nations:  And  whereas,  in  consideration  of 
he  present  state  of  the  eommeree  of  tbiseooniry. 
IS  well^  that  of  neutral  countries,  it  is  ezpedi- 
int  to  retobe  tbe  said  instructions,  we  are  pleased 
lereby  to  revoke  the  same ;  and,  in  lieu  thecco' 
ive  have  ihonght  fit  tomue  these  our  instruelion 
.obeebserve^froiiihenariDrtbbjttheoominuidei 


of  all  oar  ships  of  war  and  privateers  that  have 
or  may  have  letters  of  marque  against  France, 
Spain, and  the  United  Provinces. 

1.  That  ihey  shall  bring  in,  for  lawful  adjudt- 
tiOD,  all  vesf^,  with  their  cargoes,   that  ate    ' 

laden  with  goods  the  produce  of  any  island  oi 
settlement  belonging  to  France,  Spain,  ot  the 
United  Provinces,  and  coming  directly  freim  any 
port  of  the  said  islands  or  aetlTemenls  lo  any  port 
'  1  Europe,  not  being  a  port  of  this  kingdom,  noir 
port  of  mat  eounlry  lo  which  such  ships,  beiog 
eoiral  ahipa,  shalL  belong. 

2.  That  Ihey  shall  bring  io,  for  lawful  adjudi- 
alion,all  ships,  with  [heir  cargoes,  that  are  laden 

with  goods  the  produce  of  the  said  islands  or  set- 
tlements, the  property  of  which  goods  shall  be- 
long to  subjects  of  France,  Spvo,  or  ihe  United 
Provinces,  lo  whatsoever  ports  the  same  may  be 

That  Ihey  sluifl  seize  all  ships  ihat  shall  be 
found  attempting  to  enter  any  port  of  the  said 
islands  or  setilemenls  that  is  or  shall  be  blockaded 
by  the  arms  of  His  Majesty,  and  shall  send  them 
in,  with  iheir  cargoes,  for  adjudication,  according 
10  the  tercos  of  the  second  anicle  of  tbe  former 
instructions,  bearing  date  Ihe  8ih  day  of  June 
1793. 
<.  That  Ihev  shall  seize  all  vessels  laden  wholly 
'  in  part  wiia  naval! or  miUiaty  stores,  bound  to 
any  poit  of  the  said  islands  or  setilemeots,  and 
shall  send  them  into  some  convenient  port  be- 
lanffiog  to  His  Majesty,  in  order  that  ibey,  lo- 
gelner  with  their  cargoes,  may  be  proceeded 
against,  according  to  liie  rules  of  ihe  law  of 
nation*.     By  His  Majesty's  command : 

PORTLAND. 

Lord  Orenvill*  lo  Mr.  King. 
DovNtNa  Stkbiit,  March  S2, 1799. 
The  undersigaed,  Secretary  of  State  of  Hn 
Bfiiannic  Majesty,  has  received  Hie  Maiesty^s 
commands  lo  acquaint  Mr.  King,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  of  America,  that 
Ibe  King,  judginz  it  eipedienr  \o  avail  himself  of 
the  superiority  of  hi*  naval  forces  for  the  defenea- 
of  his  dominions,  has  signified  his  commands  to 
the  Lords  Com  mission  era  of  the  Adrairaltr  lo 
cause  the  most  rigorous  blockade  lo  be  establish- 
ed at  ihe  eattaiiice  of  all  ibe  ports  of  Holland, 
which  will  be  maintained  and  enforced  in  the 
siriciest  nianner,  according  to  the  usages  of  tnt 
acknowledged  and  observed  in  similar  cases. 

Mr.  King  Is  therefore  requested  to  apprixe  the 
American  Consuls  apd  merchant*  residing  in 
Enf(land  that  the  a  bote- men  lion  ed  porisorthe 
United  Provinces  are.  aad  must  he  eoosidered  aa 
being  in  a  state  of  blockade,  end  ihat  from  this 
lime  no  neutral  vesselcin  besuffered  loeniertheea. 
upon  any  consideration,  or  under  any  pretenc« 
whatsoever  i  and  ihalall  the  measures  authorized 
by  the  law  of  naiiona  and  ibe  res^iective  treaties 
between  His  Majesty  and  tbe  different  neutral 
Powers  will  heoceforth  be  adopted  and  aiecnted 
with  respect  to  vessels  destined  for  the  said  port*, 
a*  shall  attempt  to  enter  then  after  litis  aptiee. 


dovGoo^le 


1691 


APPEHDIX 


im 


iMd  Onnrittelo  Mr.  Kiic. 
The  andeTsisaed,  Swreiarf  of  Siite,  hn  n 
ceived  Hin  Majmy*!  cotumaDd  lo  inform  Mr 
King  that  His  Majexly  bsi  judgrd  it  rxpedrra 
to>u«prDd  for  the  preient  th«  Uorbade  orall  ihi 
porn  in  the  Untied  Provineei,  which  WW  estab- 
liihed  by  His  Maje'ty's  orders,*  and  wbkh  was 
■Daouneed  toMr.  Kingb;  iheuaderaigned,  in  t 
note  dated  Blareb  2Sd  lait.  " 

ORBNVILLE. 


Additionmlii 


InictioDa  by  the  Conrnkdaat*  for  c 


ecDting  the  office  of  Lord  High  AdoairKl  of  Uie  Unir 
ted  Kingdom  of  GiMt  Britua  and  Ireland,  dtc 
The  rigbt  booorable  Lord  Pelham,  one  of  His 
HajeEty'n  principal   Seer«tJ*iiM  of  State,  haviD- 
fraoimiited  us,  ai  additional  iottructioDs,  uadi 
Hit  Majesty'n  signet  and  itgn  manual,  daied  the 
S4ili  June,  1803,  ai  follow*: 
To  tho  CftniBBaden  i^  HI*  MaJMty'a  ^p*  of 
•od  pnTaloan. 
Id  conaideralion  of  the   preient  ilate  of  c 
meree,  we  are  pleased  hereby  to  direct  the  C' 
maud  era  of  oar  ships  of  war  and  priraleers 
to  seize  any  neoiral  resiel  which  (hall  be  carrying 
on  irade  directly  between  the  colonies  of  enetniea, 
and  the  neutral  country,  to  which  the  Tercel  be- 
lonffs,  H.Dd  Uden  with  the  profieriy  of  inbabiianla 
of  such  neutral  country  :  prorideo,  that  such  neu- 
tral Teasels  shall  not  be  supplying,  nor  shall  have, 
on  the  outward  voyage,  supplied  tlie  enemy  with 
any  articles  contraband  of  war,  and  shall  not  be 
tradibff  with  aay  blockndeil  porL 
B?  Hit  MBJesiy's  commaDd: 

PELHAM. 

To  the  Jndge  of  the  Vica  AdminJiy  Court  of  the 

Island  ofCtj\on. 

We  send  you  herewith  a  prinfed  copy  of  the 

•aid  ndiliiional  incimetioBs  fot  your  inloraialioii 

■w)  goidaace,  dated  13th  July,  16(KL 

[Signed  by  tbe  Lord*  ik  ibo  Admiralty.] 

Mr.  Merry  to  Mr.  Mtdlwii. 

WA»Bt«ato«,  April  12,  laM. 

Hr.  ThorotOD  not  haTing  failed  lo  iransMit  lo 
His  Majesty's  Qoremroeni  an  aecouM  of  tbe  r«- 
pmeniation  which  you  were  pleased  to  address 
to  hi(B  under  date  of  tbe  STib  October,  hist  ye«r, 
respecting  the  Mockade  of  the  islands  of  Martin- 
ique and  QuadaloutH!,  it  ia  with  gre«l  satisfaeiioa, 
•ir,  that  I  have  jtui  reeclTed  His  Majesty's  com- 
rtiaads,  signified  to  roe  by  his  principal  Secretary 
of  Slate  for  I^oreign  Affairs,  onder  dale  of  the 
6llt  January  last,  to  eomiuBtiicBte  to  you  the  io- 
•tnieiioDs  which  haie,  in  consequence  of  yonr 
representation,  been  seat  to  Commodore  Hood, 
and  to  ibe  Judges  of  tbe  Tim  Admiralty  Courts 
in  the  West  indies. 

1  hare,  accordingly,  the  honor  lo  traasmii  lo 

Em,  sir.  enclowd,  the  copy  of  a   letter  IVom  Sir 
ran  Nepea a.  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Admi- 

*tl«ff«sd  ta  ba  ItoM  cf  HonaaUr  tr,  17M. 


rally,  lo  Hr.  HaBtnond,  His  Majeaiy'i  Oito 
Secitlkryof  Stale  for  Foreign  ASaira  specirjiai 
the  nature  of  the  insirociioos  which  bare  bm 

His  Majesty's  QoTcrnmeat  doabt  not  thai  ibi 
promptitude  which  basbeeo  manifested  ioredre» 
logthflgrieraoee  complained  of  by  iheGoren- 
meat  of  tbe  United  SiMCii,  will  be  eoa^idered  if 
the  latter  as  an  additional  eridenee  of  His  H» 
jeaiy's  eoaitlaot  and  Biae|re  desire  lo  remort  igy 
(roand  of  misoiMlentaniliag  ib»(  ooald  hares  R» 
deucy  to  interrupt  tbe  barmany  which  n  tap- 
ptly  sflhsula  between  (bis  Ooveramcn  sad  tbal 
of  (he  United  Sutea. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  &«. 

ANTHONY  HERR7. 


ADHisaLTT  Omat,JdMmtujS,\flM. 

Sia;  Haring  communicated  lotWLordiaf 
ttM  Admirally,  Lord  Hawkesbary's  hueraf  the 
82d  utiino,  eaeloaiDg  the  copy  oT  ■  drsfaick 
which  hisLordthip  ha*  recrired  from  Mr.TkorB. 
ton,  His  Majesty's  Gha'gi  d'ASjirca  n  Aivetin, 
on  the  Bubjeoi  of  the  hluckadeof  the  islsadiof 
Martinique  and  Ouadaloupr,  tc^ethcr  with  the 
report  of  the  Advocate  Oeneral : 

Theteupoa,  Mmtc  their  Lordshipa*  comnaBdi 
to  acMaint  foo,Sar  his  Lord*bip's  iaformslioa, 
Ibal  they  bare  sent  orders  to  Commodore  Hood 
not  W  consid.er  any  blochade  of  those  isindistrz- 
iniog,  UolesB  ip  respect  uf  paFticalar  ports  which 
may  be  actually  iniesied,  aod  ibea  not  to  enniare 
resaela  bound  to  sach  porta,  ualesi  ibey  abalk  pre- 
riously  bate  been  warned  aot  lo  eoiM  ibon,  and 
that  they  have  also  sent  tbe  neeaa— ry  diieaioai 
OB  the  subject  lo  Ibe  Judgesof  tb«  Vice  Admi- 
ralty Courts  in  tha  Weat  Indies  and  America. 
I  am,  4«.  £YAN  NEPBAfl. 

Okmss  HAHHonD,  Baq. 

Hr.  Merry  to  Mr.  Mafson. 

WAmiHOTOn,  April  U,  I80t 
SiBi  I  have  the  hoBor  to  aequaiaC  yoa  thai  I 
hare  just  received  rleit«r  from  Rear  Adminl 
Sir  John  DtMkwarth,  Commvnder- is -Chief  rf 
His  Hajestjr.'a  «qn*draa  at  J■lrao•a^  dated  U  tl 
Uat month, in  which  kedesireametacAmBBakaie 
lbs  GoTerimiani  of  the  United  amte*  thai  ha 
baa  found  it  capadieat  for  His  Majeuy's  sork* 
K^eonvert  the  siege,  which  he  lately  ati em pu^ 
of  Cura^oB,  ipMa  blochade  of  that  isiaad. 

1  eamoi  doobt,  qir,  that  this  blockade  will  bs 
aondiKMd  eonforronbty  to  tbe  ioainaotioaa  whiei^ 
a*  I  bara  had  the  honor  to  ^ci)iiuaa  yiM  ii 
another  letter  of  ibi«  dale,  bare  been  receoily 
■antoa  tbia  aubjeci  lo  tbe  Commander-io-Chier 
of  His  Majesty's  loree^  am)  lo  ibe  Jod^  of  tb 
Vice  Admirally  Couns,  in  the  West  Indies^  shoalf 
tbe  amallnesa  of  ihe  Island  of  Cui«co»*<>ll  reedv 
neceaaaryany  dtKiiaeiionDf  the  ioTesiiiMiK bo^ 
confined  lo  pariicoJar  fvint. 
I  barcibe  honor  lo  be,  tte. 

A«T.  HBSSr. 
lAum  MuHam,  Baq. 
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OfranliT  ftom  hoti  Huniwbjr  to  the  Mtni«t«M  ot  tbe' 
■MOtral  natioiiB  raMding  in  Lendon,  twniNnAkatoi] 
to  Colon*!  HonrM. 

DowHino  Street,  Jiugutt  9, 1804. 
The  UDderaigoeJ,  HU  Majpsly's  principat  Sec- 
retanr  of  Slnte  far  Foreign  ADiiiiH,  list  received 
His  Majesty 's  commaaJa  lo  ncquaioi  Mr.  Monroe, 
th*(  the  Kiof  has  jutlgett  it  expedient  (for  ibe 
proieetionof  hisaubjecliBDd  the  Rmtoyaueeofbia 
tDemies)  (p  Miablish  the  most  rigoroui  blockade 
It  the  eolrancei  of  (he  pom  of  Fieamp,  St.  Vai- 
iery-aiii.-CBUX,  Dieppe,  Treport,  the  Somnie, 
Staples,  Buuloftne,  Calais,  GraTelines,  Dunkirk, 
Nifupurt.  aod  Ositnd,  and  to  maiuiain  and  ea- 
force  the  Eama  in  iha'alricleit  maoQer,  accordiog 
lo  the  urageE  of  «ar  acknowledged  in  similar 
:a9es.  Mr.  Monroe  la  (herefur<  requeattd  lo  ap- 
prize the  Americaa  Cooauliand  meTcbBDla  resid- 
ing- in  England,  lliat  the  enlranaes  of  the  abo>e- 
ueniioDed  port*  are,  aad  muit  be  considered  as 
Deing  in  a.sLate  of  Uockade;  .and  tbal  fram  thU 
:inie  all  the  tDeasurei  aulhoiized  by  (he  law  of 
laiioDa  and  the  reipfcii?e  (riatiti  between  His 
lilajesty  and  the  different  neulial  Ponen,  will 
feadupted  and  executed  with  r«itpect  to  Keteels 
ittv-mpling  to  Tuilate  the  said  blockade  afiei  this 


Georob  R.       . 
To  our  ConHa  of  Admirallj,  and  to  the  Commanden 

of  our  ibipa  of  war'  and  privateer*.    Given  at  our 

Court  at  8l  JaiDwV  the  ITtt  dayof  AogiHt,  1806, 

in  Iha  4Mi  y«ar  of  oat  ralgo. 

We  are  pleased  hereby  to  direct  the  comman- 
len  of  ODt  ahips  of  war'  and  priTBteen  not  lo 
irize  any  netiiral  vessel,  which  shall  b«  carrying 
m  trade  directly  from  the  eotoniea  of  (he  enemy 
o  the  porn  of  this  Kingdoin,  and  laden  solely 
If  iib  the  properly  of 'rnlnbitaDls  of  the  neulral 
MUDtry  to  which  the  ship  belong*;  provided 
laek  aeatral  ahtpbaaalreaidy  olaared  '   " 


he  eae'myvith  any  arllelca  eoairabaod  of 
<n  the  nutward  royage,  and  sball  dm  baveentct- 
d  or  be  coming  from  any  btoekaded  port.  And 
n  caae  aay  DfOtral  reatel,  iradi'Dg  as  afbresMl, 
lath  been,  or  afaaUbe  deuined  or  brought  before 
my  of  our  Couria  of  Admiralty,  ii  ia  our  will  and 
ileasUre  that  aoch  abipa,  toget&cf  with  ibeir  ear- 
pea,  be  fwthwith  libarated. 
By  HiaMaieaiy'acoamaad: 

HAWKB3BURY. 

Mr.  7m  to  Mr.  Monroa. 
bowvins  Sraan,  Aprils.  1806. 
The  noderaigiied,  His  Mairsty^  principal  8m- 
ary  of  Slate  for  Forrr^rt  Affiilrs,  ban  received  His 
liajeaty's  eommamla  to  acquaint  Mr.  Mnnroe, 
hat,  in  eoDsrqaenee  of  Hi'  M«j'«ty  the  Kins  of 
■rusoia  h<l*)ngUlIl'npo^'Ses■iuo  iif  varioaHfiariaof 
he  Blec(oraMor  Hanover,  ao4  othw  doutuiuna 


behmginf  to  His  Majesty,  )i>.b  forcible  and  ho» 
tile  manner;  and  having  also  notified,  that  all 
British  ships  b«  exctuded  from  ibe  ports  of  tha 
Prtnaian  dominions,  and  from  aer(ain  other  porta 
in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  nor  anSsred  to  enter 
or  trade  tberewirh,  in  violation  of  the  ju'<t  right* 
and  inieresis  of  His  Majesty  and  his  dominiona, 
and  contrary  to  the  established  law  and  practice 
of  nations  in  amity  wit heacfa other;  His  Majesty 
bat  judged  it  expedient  locatabtbh  the  most  rig- 
orouH  blockade  al  the  entrance  of  the  Ema,  the 
Weser,  the  Elbe,  and  (he  Trave.snd  to  maioUia 
and  enforce  the  same  in  the  stricteiit  manner,  ac- 
cording to  ibe  usages  of  war,  acknowledged  and 
allowed  in  similar  cases. 

'  Mr.  Monroe  is  therefore  requested  to  anprix* 
the  American  Consuls  and  roercbanis  residing  ia 
England,  ihat  the  entrances  of  the  above-men- 
tinned  rivers  are  and  must  be  considered  as  being 
in  a  t(ate  of  blockade;  and  thai  from  this  (inM 
all  the  meaaures authorized  by  the  htw  of  natian^ 
and  the  respective  treaties  between  His  Majesty 
and  the  different  neutral  Powers,  will  be  adopted 
and  executed  with  respect  to  vessels  attempting 
10  violate  the  said  blockades  after  this  notice. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Monroe   to  ac- 
cept the  asaurauee  of  bis  high  consideration. 
a  J.  FOX. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
-     DowNiMS  Sraarr,  May  16,  1806. 

The  undersigned  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retary of  State  fur  Foreign  A^lrs,  haa  received 
His  Majesty's  eommaDds  to  acquaint  Mr.  MonriN^ 
Ihat  Ibe  Kini,  taking  iniocmtsideraiion  the  new 
and  ex(raord]aary  nmna  retarted  to  by  the  eoenf 
for  the  poqioseordislresstag  tbecorantierceof  bia 
sobjeois,  bas  ihoaghi  fit  to  direct  ihat  the  neoes- 
Mry  nieasnres  attonld  be  taken  for  the  blockade 
of  the  coast,  rivers,  and  ports,  ftom  the  river  Elba 
to  the  port  of  Bresi,  both  inclusive;  and  the  aai4 
coast,  rivera,  and  porta  are  and  must  be  eoti*idere4 
as  blockaded ;  but  that  Hi*  Majesty  ia  pleasad  t« 
declare  tlintnch  bbekade  shall  noteztcnd  to  prv 
vent  uentral  ibipaaad  vessel*,  laden  with  good*  dM 
being  the  properly  of  Hi*  Majaaty'tieaeiitin,  and 
not  being  ooRira band  of  war,  from  approuhiagtb* 
Raid  rivers  and  porta  (save  and  except  the  coati, 
rivera.  and  port*  from  Ostend  lo  the  river  Seine, 
alreedy  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous  bloekad^ 
and  srhieh  are  lo  be  coaiideted  as  ttt  continued,) 
provided  the  said  ships  and  vevel*  *0  approach* 
log  and  entering  (exec pi  as  aforesaid}  sbaH  not 
have  been  laden  at  any  port  beloaging  to  or  in  tha 
ptMsesaioD  of  any  of  Hi*  Majesty'*  enemies  j  and 
Ihat  the  said  ^hipa  aad  vevaeU  •»  sailing  from  tho 
said  river*  and  porta  (except  as  aforesaid)  shall 
not  be  destined  (a  any-port  belonging  to  or  in  the 
pOBKMioo  of  any  of  Hia  Majesty's  eoemiea,  nor 
have  previously  btofeeD  the  blockade. 

Mr.  Monroe  i*  therefore renue*i«dioappriielh« 
American  Consuls  and  meKOanis residing  inBng- 
land,  (bal  the  coaHi.  rivew,  and  (hiMs  above  mea- 
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authorized  by  tha  law  ofoatioiM,  aod^ba  ntpee- 
tire  ireaii«R  hftweeo  His  Majealy  aod  (he  differ- 
«nt  ncuiral  Powen.  wiU  he  adoiricd  and  esFcui«d 
wiih  reipect  to  restelt  aticmpting  to  violate  the 
itid  blockade  afier  ibia  notioe, 
-  The  uodctngaed  teqneati  Mr.  Monroe.  &c. 
C.  i.  FOX. 

Lord  Howick  to  Mr.  Monma. 
DowHiHQ  Streit,  3ept.  85, 1806. 

Tbc  underaigned,  Hia  Majeiity't  principal  Sec- 
retary or  SiBie  for  PoreigD  Afiairt,  hai  received 
Bi>  Majesiy'a  eommatids  to  acquBiol  Mr.  Munroe, 
thai  the  King  baving  been  pleased,  on  the  16th 
of  May  last,  to  caUM  ii  la  be  lignified  that  he  had 
directed  the  necettary  meaiurea  to  be  taken  for 
the  blockade  of  the  coaat,  riren,  aod  porii.  from 
the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest,  both  jocluaiTe, 
Hit  Majeiiy  it  dow  pleased  to  declare,  that  lo 
much  of  lueh  blockade  ai  ezleoded  froiu  tbe  river 
Elbe  to  the  river  Ema,  both  ioelusive,  ia  for  tbe 
prneDt  diseoDlinued  ;  and  that,  from  the  date 
oereof,  the  navi^iion  of  the  coast,  rivera,  and 
porlB,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  river  Eoai,  both 
iDcluaive,  is  as  free  ■■  if  lueb  blockade  bad  ool 
taken  place. 

Tbe  tindersigoed  reqaeats  Hr.  Monroe  to  accept 
ifae  assurance*,  dtc.  HOWICK. 


At  a  Court  at  the  Quean'*  Palace,  the  7lh«f  Jeanar;, 
1807:  Pieeent  tba  Kinc'e  MoM  fUoallent  Magettr 

Whereas  tbe  French  OovcmmeDt  has  isaaed 
certain  orders,  which,  in  violation  of  the  osaget 
of  war,  purport  to  prohibit  the  commerce  of  all 
neatral  nattons  with  Hie  Majeaiy's  domioioBs,  and 
also  to  pre  vent  such  nntioos  from  trading  with 
any  other  country  in  any  article)  the  growth,  pro- 
dace,  or  mBDafaeiiire  of  His  Majesty's  dominians; 
aod  whereas  the  said  Government  has  also  taken 
apon  iinelf  to  declare  all  His  Majesty's  dominioo* 
to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  at  the  time  when  the 
fleet!  of  France  and  herallusaretbeBaelvescon- 
fined  within  their  own  pons  by  (he  avperior  valor 
and  discipline  of  the  British  navy  ;  and  whereas 
■ooh  attempts,  on  the  part  of  tbe  enemy,  would 
five  10  His  Majesty  an  nDqueaionablc'rigbt  of 
retaliation,  and  would  warrant  His  Majesty  in 
enforcing  the  same  probibiiioo  of  all  eommeree 
with  France,  which  that  Power  vainly  hopes  lo 
effect  agaiostihe  commerce  of  Hi*  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, a  probibiiion  which  the  superiority  of  Hi* 
Hajesty's  DBvel  forces  mif  hi  enable  bim  to  sup- 
port by  actually  iavesting  the  ports  aod  coasts  of 
the  enemy  with  numerous  squadrons  and  cruisera, 
ao  as  to  make  the  eotraace  or  approach  thereto 
■Bauifeslly  dangerous ;  and  whercM  His  Majesty, 
though  unwilling  to  follow  Ihc  example  of  bisen- 
emies  by  proceeding  to  an  extremity  so  distressing 
to  ail  nations  not  eng[aged  in  tbe  war,and  carrying 
on  their  accuetoioed  trade,  yet  feels  himself  bound, 
by  due  regard  lo  the  just  defence  of  the  rights  and 
ialeresls  of  bis  people  not  lo  suffer  such  mensores 
to  he  taken  by  the  enemy,  without  taking  some 
atepa  on  hia  ptrt  to  refttaio  this  violoiee,  and  to 


retort  npon  (hem  the  evils  of  their  owb  injastice; 
His  Majesty  is  iherevpon  pleaaed,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  hi*  Privy  Counail,  to  order,  and  ilji 
hereby  ordered,  that  oo  vessels  ah^l  be  permitted 
to  trade  from'one  port  lo  another,  both  which 

Krta  shall  belong  lo  or  he  in  the  possesaion  of 
anee  or  her  allies, or  shall  be  so  far  under  th«r 
control  asthai  British  vessel*  may  not  trade  freely 
thereat ;  and  the  commanders  of  His  Majesif't 
ship*  of  war  and  privateers  shall  be,  aod  are  bere- 
hy,inttrncted  to  warn  every  neutral  vessel  comiog 
from  any  such  port,  and  destined  to  another 
such  port,  to  discontinue  her  voyage,  and  not  lo 

Croceed  to  any  such  port ;  and  any  vessel.  aAec 
ring  so  warned,  or  any  veasel  coraing  from  any 
such  port,  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  bare  been 
afforded  for  receiving  ioformalion  of  ihii  Hit  Ua- 
jetiy's  order,  which  shall  be  found  proceeding  19 
another  such  portj  shall  he  captured  and  bronght 
in,and  together  wtih  her  cargoshall  becondemaed 
as  lawful  prize;  aod  Hra Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retaries of  Btate,  the  Lorda  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiraliy,and  the  Courts  of  Vice  Admiratiy.are 
to  lake  the  necessary  measure*  hereiu  as  to  them 
shall  respectively  appertain. 

W.  FAWKENER. 

hoDorable  Daiid  If .  Ersk- 
Snvay  £] 
of  Hi*  B 
Slate  of  the  United  Slates. 

Pbilioelpbu,  Aau  26, 1807. 
I  have  tbe  ikonor  to  infona  yoo  that  Hia  Ma- 
jesty has  judged  it  expedient  to  re-eataUiab  tha 
most  rigorous  blockade  at  tbe  eairaDcea  of  the 
rivers  Ems.  Wcser,  and  Elbe,  inclusive,  in  cos- 
sequence  of  the  present  poaition  of  the  enemf 
upon  the  CoDtioent,  wbicn  enahlea  him  to  eom- 
ntand  the  navigation  of  Ihoae  riverm. 

Bt  tbb  Kiaa^— A  Prodamation  for  reealHnKaBd  pre- 
hibitiaf  lliili»h  e»eniiiii  from  eerviBf  traga  Fiiaeas 
BBdBlalea. 
Gxaaaa  R.' 

Whereas,  it  halh  been  represented  to  ns,  that 
great  nnmhera  of  mariners  and  seafaring  men.  oor 
natural  born  subjects,  have  been  eoticM  to  enter 
into  the  service  of  foreign  States,  and  are  now  ae- 
tnally  serrfog  a*  well  on  board  (he  ahipa  of  war 
belonging  to  the  said  foreign  States,  as  on  board 
the  mercnani  vessels  beloogiag  (o  their  subjeels, 
notwithstanding  our  former  proclamation  recall- 
ing them,  conlrarv  to  the  duty  and  allegiance 
which  onr  said  subjects  owe  unto  uf,  aod  to  (he 
great  dt&serviee  of  their  native  country  ;  we  have, 
therefore,  thought  it  oecessary,  acthe  present  mo- 
ment, when  our  Kingdom  is  meoaced  and  endan- 
gered, and  when  the  maritime  rights  on  which  in 
power  aad  greatness  do  mainly  depend,  are  dit- 
pnied  and  called  in  question,  to  publish,  by  aad 
with  the  advice  of  our  PKvy  Council,  thu  oar 
royal  proo la mation :  Wedo  hereby  scrieilyckaife 
and  eommaad  all  mastera  of  ships,  pilots,  mari- 
ners, shipwrigtit*,  and  other  aeafariag  taeo,  beiac 
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oat  Dilutal  born  mbjeciB,  who  may  Hare  been 
enticed  ialo  the  pay  or  «erviee  of  lof  fofeigo 
State,  or  do  serre  in  •ay  foreign  ihrp  or  vettel, 
that  fottbwiib  they,  aad  every  iiq«  of  them,  do, 
(according  to  their  boundea  duty  and  allegiance, 
and  in  contideralion  that  their  native  country 
hath  need  of  all  their  setricts,')  withdraw  them- 
selren,  and  depart  froiD,  and  quit  such  foreign  ser- 
rice,  and  do  return  home  lo  their  natJre  country  ; 
or  do  enter  on  board  luch  of  our  ibipa  of  war  as 
ihey  may  cbance  lo  fall  in  with,  either  on  the 
bigh  scan,  or  in  any  rivers,  waters,  havens,  raada, 
port»  or  places  whatEoever  or  wheresoever. 

And  for  the  better  ezecuiion  of  (be  purposes  of 
[his  odr  royal  proclamation,  we  do  authorize  and 
;ommand  all  caplains,  matters,  aiTd  others,  com- 
muDding  our  ships  and  vesselsof  war,  lo  stop  and 
make  stay  of  alt  and  every  such  perion  or  persons 
'being  our  natural  bom  EubJEcli)  as  ahatl  eadea- 
ror  to  transport  or  enter  IbemielvBi  into  the  ser- 
'ice  of  any  foreign  Stale,  contrary  lo  the  intent 
ind  cotamand  of  this  our  royal  proclamation,  and 
o  seize  upon,  take,  and  bring  Bwa.y  all  lucb  per- 
ona  as  afbresaid,  who  shall  be  found  lo  be  em- 
iloyed  or  aetvingin  any  foreign  merchant  ship 
■r  vessel  as  aforesaid  ;  but  we  do  strictly  enjoin 
U  auch  captains,  maBiets,  and  others,  that  they 
o  permit  no  man  logo  on  board  sucb  ships  and 
easels  beloosiog  to  States  at  amity  with  us,  for 
tie  purpose  oTso  Geizing  upon,  iaking,and  bring- 
ag  away  such  persons  aforetaidj  for  whose  dis- 
reet  and  orderlv demeanor  thetaid  captains  can- 
ot  answer;  ana  that  they  do  take  etmecisl  care 
hat  DO  unnecessary  violeoce  be  ever  done  or  of- 
eted  to  the  vessel,  or  to  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
rom  out  of  which  such  persons  shall  be  taken. 

And  in  case  of  their  receiving  information  of 
ny  such  person  or  persons  being  employed,  or 
erving  on  board  of  any  ship  of  war  belonging  to 
uch  ioreign  State  at  amity  with  us,  we  do  au- 
locize  and  command  our  captains,  masters,  and 
tbers  commandiag  oar  ships  of  war,  to  require 
f  the  captain  or  commander  of  sucb  foreign  ship 
f  war,  iDBt  be  do  forthwith  release  and  disehargs 
ich  person  or  persons,  being  our  natural  born 
ibject  or  subject*;  and  if  such  release  and  dis- 
harge  ibftll  be  refuted,  then  to  transmit  iuforma- 
on  of  auch  refusal  to  the  eommaader-io-chief 
ftheaquadron,  under  whose  orders  such  captain 
r  catmuander  shall  be  then  serving ;  whicn  in- 
irmatioD  the  said  commander-iD-cbief  is  hereby 
rictly  directed  and  enjoined  to  transmit,  wild 
le  least  poasible  delay,  to  our  Minister  residing 
t  tbe  aeatof  Qovernmentof  that  Stale  to  which 
le  said  foreign  ship  of  war  shall  belong,  or  to 
or  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  X^rds  Com  misai oners 
f  tbe  Admiralty,  for  the  lime  beinff,  in  order  (hat 
e,  being  apprizedof  such  proceeding, may  forth- 

ith  direct  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for 
>taioing  redress  from  the  Government  to  which 
ich  foreign  ship  of  war  shall  belong,  for  the  in- 
iry  done  to  us  by  the  unwarrtnled  detenlion  of 
IT  natural  born  subjects  in  the  service  of  a  for- 
ga  State. 

And  whereas,  it  batb  been  further  represented 
alo  ua,  that  divers  mariners  and  leafaiing  awn, 
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our  natural  born  subjects,  hare  been  induced  to 
accept  letters  of  naiuralizatioa,  or  certificates  of 
citizenship,  from  foreign  States,  and  have  been 
taught  loDelicve  that,  by  such  letters  or  certifi-  - 
caies  they  are  discharged  from  that  duty  of  alle- 
giance which,  as  our  ualural  born  subjects,  they 
owe  lo  us :  Now  we  do  herebv  warn  «U  such 
mariners,  seafaring  men,  and  others,  our  natural 
born  subjects,  that  no  sucb  letters  of  naturaliza- 
tion, or  certificate  of  citizenship,  do  or  can  in  any 
manner  divest  our  natural  born  subjects  of  the  al* 
legiaace,  or  in  any  degree  alter  the  duty  which 
they  owe  to  us,  their  lawful  Sovereign.  But  in- 
consideration  of  the  error  into  which  such  mari- 
ners and  seafaring  mea  as  aforesaid  may  hav« 
been  led,  we  do  hereby  publish  and  declare  our 
free  pardon  to  all  such,  our  subjects,  who,  repent- 
ing of  the  delusion  under  which  ibey  have  acledr 
shall  immediately,  upon  knowledge  of  this  oui 
royal  proclamation,  withdraw  (hemaeLves  from 
foreign  service,  and  return  to  tbeir  allegiance  to 
us;  and  we  do  declare  that  all  such,  oursutyecU, 
who  shall  continue  in  theserviceof  foreign  Stales, 
in  disregard  and  contempt  of  this  our  royal  pro- 
claftiatioD,  will  nolonty  incur  our  just  diipleasure, 
hut  are  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  for  such 
contempt,  aQd  shall  tw  proceeded  again&t  accord- 
ingly ;  and  we  do  hereby  declare,lhat  if  aay  sucb 
masters  ol  ships,  pilots,  mariners,  seamen,  ship- 

fbis,  and  other  seafarieg  men,  (being  our  nat- 
born  subjects,)  etiaU  be  taken  in  any  foreign 
service  by  the  Algerines,  or  other  Barbary  Power^ 
and  carried  inmEnivery,tbey  shall  notbereclaimen 
by  us  as  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

And  we  do  hereby  notify  that  all  such, our  sub- 
jects, as  aforesaid,  who  have  voluntarily  entered, 
or  shall  enter,  or  voluotarilv  continue  to  serve^on 
board  of  any  ships  of  war  belonging  to  an;  foreign 
State  at  enmity  with  us,  are  and  will  be  guilty  of 
high  treason  ;  and  we  do,  by  l{iis  our  royal  pro- 
clamation, declare  that  ihev  shall  be  punished 
with  tbe  utmost  severity  of  tne  law. 
Given  at  our  Court  at  the  ^ofea's  Palace,  the, 
iteenlhday  of  October,  one  thosiand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven,  and  in  tne  forty-seven  lb  year  nf 
reign.    Qoi  save  the  King.  .  . 

At  Ibe  Conrt  tt  the  Queen's  Palace,  (he  Ilth  «f  No- 
vetaber,  I8DT;  Present,  the  King's  Host  Bicellent 
Majuty  in  Oonndl. 

Whereas  certain  orders  establishing  an  unpro-, 
_,  —  J  — ^^  ^f  ^ff^ff^fg  ggainst  this  King- 
ed especially  at  the  destruction  of 


cedented  system  a 


and  resources,  were,  sometime  sin ce^ 
issued,  by  the  Government  of  France,  by  which 
"  the  British  islands  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade,"  thereby  subjecting  to  capture  and 
condemnation  all  vessels,   witfa    their  eargoee, 
whicii  should  continue  to  trade  with  His  Majes- 
ty's dominiont : 
And  whereas,  by  the  same  order,  "all  trading 
English  merchandise  is  prohibited,  and  ever^ 
tide  of  merchandise  belonging  to  England,  oi 
coming  from  ber  colonies,  or  ofher  manafnctUTa^ 
is  declared  lawful  prize :" 
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And  irberma'  tbe  oalioDB  in  alliance  wiih 
France,  and  nudrr  hsr  coDlrol,  were  required  to 
give,  and  have  giveD,  and  do  give,  sfiecl  lo-such 

And  whereas  His  MaJMtjr'a  order  of  ihe  7ih  of 
Jcouarjr  last  ha*  not  answered  tbe  desired  pur- 
poee,  either  of  compelling  tbe  enemy  to  recnll 
those  orden.  or  ortodacing  nenirel  naiions  to  in- 
lerpoee,  with  eSeet,  lo  obtain  their  reVocaiion, 
but,  OD  tbe  coDtrarjr,  the  EBme  bate  been  tecentlr 
enforced  with  increased  rigor: 

And  whereaa  Hia  Majesty,  under  these  circom- 
■Unces,  Gods  himself  compelled  to  lalte  further 
measures  for  assertiog  and  vindicating  his  just 
lights,  and  for  supporting  that  maritime  power 
Thich  the  exertions  and  valor  of  his  people  have, 
under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  enabled  him  to 
eatablish  and  nminiaio;  and  (he  malnlenance  of 
which  is  not  more  essential  to  Ihe  safety  and 
prosperity  of  His  Majescy's  dominions,  than  it  is 
to  tho  proleciioQ  of  such  States  as  slill  retain 
their  independence,  and  to  the  general  inlercourie 
and  happiness  of  mankind: 

His  Majesty  is  therefore  pleased,  by  and  with 
tlie  advice  of  bis  Privy  Council,  lo  order,  and  it 
is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  the  ports  and  places  of 
France  and  her  allies,  or  of  any  other  country  at 
war  with  His  Majesty,  and  all  other  ports  or 
places  in  Europe,  from  which,  although  not  at 
war  with  His  Majesty,  the  British  Bug  is  ei- 
olnded,  and  all  ports  or  plaoes  in  thecoioniex  be- 
longinz  to  His  Majesty'^  enemies,  shall,  from 
henceforib,  be  aubji^ct  lo  the  same  restriciions  in 
jioint  of  trade  and  navigation,  with  the  excep- 
tions hereinafter  mentioned,  as  if  the  same  were 
actually  blockaded  by'His  Majesty's  naval  forces, 
in  Ihe  most  strict  and  rigorous  manner  r  And  It 
ia  hereby  further  Ordfted  aod  declared,  that  all 
trade  in  arlieles  which  are  of  the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  said  conntriex  or  colonien, ' 
ahsll  be  deemed  and  considered  lo  be  unlawful ; 
and  that  every  veuel  trading  front  or  lo  the  laid 
eoontries  or  colonies,  together  with  all  goojsand 
merchandise  on  board,  and  all  articles  of  the  pro- 
duce or  manafaclure  of  the  said  conotries  or 
colonies,  shall  be  captDred  and  condemned  as 
prize  to  (he  captors. 

But,  although  Hfa  Majesty  would  he  fully  jus- 
liBed,  by  the  circumstaoces  aod  cods  id  e  rat  iocs 
above  recited,  in  eHlablishiDK  such  system  of  re- 
strictions with  respect  to  all  the  countriea  aod 
colonies  of  his  enemies,  without  exception  or 
qaaliScation,  yet  His  Majesty  being,  neverihe- 
less.  desirous  not  to  subject  neutrals  to  any 
greater  inconvenience  than  is  absolutely  insep- 
arable from  the  carrrying  into  effect  His  Majes- 
ty's just  determination  to  counteract  tbe  desigos 
of  bis  enemies,  and  to  retort  upon  his  enemies 
ihemaelves  tbe  consequences  of  iheir  own  vio- 
lence aod  injustice ;  and  being  yn  willing  lo  hope 
that  it  may  be  possible  (consistently  with  that 
object)  Mill  to  allow  to  nenlrala  the  opportunity 
of  famishing  themselves  with  colonial  produce 
for  their  own  consumption  aod  supply,  and  even 
to  leave  open,  for  tbe  present,  such  trade  wiih^is 
Hajealy'a  enemies  aa  nhatl  be  carried  on  directly 


with  ihe  fwrt"  of  His  Majesl^'a  dominions,  or  of 
bi«  allies,  in  ihe  manner  beremafler  meaiioDrd: 

Hn  Majesty  is,  therefore,  plvaned  furiher  it 
order. and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  Doihingli«ttti 
contained  sball  extend  to  enbjecl  locapiartM 
condemnation  any  vesrel,  or  tbe  cargo  of  tDj 
vessel,  belonging  to  any  country  not  declsrfdl^ 
ibis  order  to  be  sobjecied  to  the  reslrietioiu  ioeh 
dent  to  a  slate  of  blockade,  which  shill  bire 
cleared  out  with  sueh  csr^  froni  some  pari  or 
place  of  the  country  to  Which  she  brioD|>.  eiitiH 
in  Eorope  or  America,  or  from  some  free  pan  in 
His  Majesty's  colonies,  under  eircumsltgca  ia 
which  such  trade,  from  such  free  porti.  it  fo- 
mitted,  direct  to  sottie  port  or  place  ia  the  («»■ 
niea  of  His  Majesty's  enemies,  or  froai  thw 
colonies  direct  totfaecotinlry  lo  wbidlMei>ef- 
sel  belongs,  or  lo  some  free  port  in  His  Uiicflj^ 
colonies,  in  such  cases,  and  wiih  such  «nicki,as 
it  tnay  be  lawful  to  import  iaio  such  Trte  port; 
nor  to  any  vesiel.  or  tlie  cargo  of  sny  veiMl.  be- 
longing to  any  country  not  at  war  with  His 
Majesty,  wBich  Rhall  have  cleared  out  ondersock 
regolalioos-«s  His  Majesty  may  tbiok  Gi  to  pre- 
scribe, and  shall  be  proceeding  direct  from  sove 
port  or  place  in  ibis  Kingdom,  or  from  Gihnliar, 
or  Mnlta,  or  from  any  port  bflonjing  to  HiiMij- 
esty's  allies,  tu  tbe  port  speciGed  in  berclrariacr; 
nor  (o  any  vessel,  or  ihe  cargo  of  any  vnsrJ,  be- 
longing lo  any  country  not  at  war  wiib  His 
Majesty,  which  shallbe  coming  fram  any  port  or 
place  in  Europe  which  i"  declared  by  this  order 
tu  be  subject  to  ihe  re~lrietion«  incident  to  a  slate 
of  blockade,  desiineii  ro  some  port  or  place  in  En- 
rope  belonging  to  His  Mijnty,  and  which  skill 
bi!  on  her  voyage  direct  thereto;  but  ihe^  ei- 
cepiions  are  not  to  be  understood  as  exeujitli; 
from  capture  or  conGscatinn  any  vcssd  orgoodt 
which  shall  be  Ifahleibereto  in  respect  of  hsviag 
entered  or  departed  from  any  port  (w  pJieeae- 
tually  blockaded  by  His  Majesty's  aqndruai  or 
ships  of  war,  or  for  being  eneiay's  properir.  or 
for  any  other  cause  than  the  eantraveatino  of  thti 
preseni  order. 

And  tbe  commanders  of  Hie  Majesty's skiys 
of  war  and  privateers,  aod  other  vesiris  actiot 
under  His  Majesty's  commission,  shall  be,  tad 
arc  hereby,insiructed  to  warn  every  vesarjwkick 
shall  have  commenced  her  voyage  prior  is  toy 
notice  of  this  order,  and  shall  be  destined  usay 
port  of  Prance,  or  of  her  allies,  or  of  any  oiber 
country  at  war  wilb  His  Majesty,  or  to  any  pwt 
or  place  frem  which  the  British  iBa^,  as  arormii 
ia  excluded,  or  to  any  colony  belongiag  to  En 
Majesty's  enemies,  and  which  shall  not  biR 
cleared  out  as  is  hereinbefore  allowed,  to  discce- 
Ilnue  her  voysice.  and  to  proreed  rosomeporlff 
place  in  this  Kingdom,  or  to  Qihraltaror  Mala; 
and  any  vessel  which,  after  having  brva  ft 
warned,  or  after  a  reasonable  time  shall  biR 
been  affurded  fur  the  arrival  of  inforniaiioti/ 
this  His  Maje;>iy's  Older  at  any  port  or  place  liM 
which  she  xailrd,  or  whi-:h.  after  liavinz  Mitt 
of  Ibis  order,  shnll  be-found  in  the  prosecoiRv of 
any  voyage  cont'nry  lo  ilie  rcKiriciinns  c<«aiard 
iu  ibis  order,  ahall  be  CBpiurcd,and,  tognheiwiib 
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ber  cargo,  coadeiiiDed  ai  lairful  prize  lo  tht 

hibiting'all  mde  ia  any  anicln  ihe  prodi 
tntnufaclure  of  His  Mnjesty'*  domrnions;  ana 
the  raerehBDd  of  those  eouniries  hare  giTeo 
conQteaarict  and  effect  to  tbose  protfibiiioos  by 
accepting  rrom  persons,  ttyliag  theinaeUes  com- 
merciil  agents  of  the  eiMmy,  resident  at  aeutrni 
port*,  certain  documents,  termed  "  certiGcutes  of 
origio,"  being  certtGcales  obtained  at  the  porls  of 
tbipment,  declariog  that  the  articles  of  ibi 
arc  not  of  the  produce  or  msDuraci 
Majesty's  doujinioiia,  or  to  that  effect 

And  whereas  this  expedient  has  been  directed 
by  France,  add  snbmitied  to  by  such  merehantu, 
as  part  of  the  new  syslem  of  warfare  directed 
agamsl  tbe  trade  of  this  Kingdom,  and  as  the 
most  effectaal  instiDmeai  qf  accomplishing  the 
same,  and  tt  is  tberefort;  easenlially  necessary  to 


■  his  Pri»y  Council,  to  ordi  , 
s  hereby  ardered,  ihal  if  any  7essel,  after  reason- 
ible  time  shall  have  been  afforded  for  receiving 
lotice  of  this  His  MiiMty's  order,  at  the  port  or 
itaee  from  Which  ancli  vessel  shall  hare  cli-ared 
Kit,  sbatl  be  found  carrying  any  soch  ceniBcare 
>t  document  as  aforesaid,  or  any  document  refer- 
'ine  to  or  sotbeniicating  the  same,  such  ressrl 
ifaiall  be  adjudged  lanful  prhe  to  the  caplor,  to- 
[eiher  with  the  goods  laden  therein,  belongini;  to 
he  person  or  persons  by  whom,  or  on  whose  be- 
lalf,  any  such  document  was  put  on  board. 

And  tbe  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
■ioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
in'ocipal  Secretaries  of  Slate,  the  Lords  Com- 
Dissiooers  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of 
he  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Vice 
LdmiraLty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  meaiiafes 
.erein  aa  to  tbem  shall  respectively  appertain. 
W.  FAWKENER. 

A  llw  Conrt  at  iha  (Jneaa'a  Palaea,  Uta  1  lih  of  No- 

vwnbei.  1807 1  FnaaDt,ttw  Kiug'a  MMtEaaaUent 

Majesty  in.  CsDAoiL 

Whefcaa  articles  of  the  frowth  aiad  ntntiAa- 
ire  of  forein  eoantriea  cannot  by  law  be  im- 
orted  into  Inia  country,  except  in  British  ahipa. 
r  in  ships  bcloaging  to  tb«  conairieaof  wbieh 
aeh  articles  are  the  (rowib  aad  aMburaoture, 
'ithout  an  order  in  Coaacil  specially  auihot- 
ting  tbe  mine: 

His  Majesty,  taking  into  eonai  derail  on  the  order 
r  ihia  day's  date,  lespeciiog  the  tiwte  to  be  ear- 
icd  oo  to  and  from  tbe  porta  of  the  enemy,  atid 
ecnlnfl  it  expedient  that  any  reitel  betoni^iag 
t  any  coiiniry  in  allianoe.  or  at  amity  with  His 
[■jesty,  mav  be  permitted  to  import  into  this 
>unlry  arliclea  of  the  produce  or  manufaciQre 
r  cODulries  at  war  with  His  Majesty  ; 

Hia  Majesty,  by  and  wtih  the  aJriee  of  his 
rirv  Cuuocil,  ia  therefore  pleased  lo  order,  ami 

i*  aerelqt  ordsccd,  that  «U  iftwd^  warta^  ur  mer- 


chandise, spec'Sed  and  included  in  the  schHuIe 
of  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his 
present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
peal the  duties  of  customs  psyable  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, snd  to  grant  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof," 
may  be  imported  from  any  port  or  plaee  belong- 
ing  to  any  Slate  not  at  amity  with  His  Majesi^r 
in  ships  belonging  lo  any  Stale  at  amity  with  Hit 
Majesty,  subject  to  the  payment  of  sach  dutiea^ 
and  liable  to  sueh  drawoaeks,  as  are  now  estab- 
lished by  taw  upon  the  importation  of  the  said 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  in  ships  navigated 
according  to  law;  and  with  respect  to  such  of 
the  said  goods,  wares,  antt-  merchandise  as  are 
authoriata  to  be  warehoused  under  the  provtstoM 
of  an  act  passed  in  the  forty  third  year  of  hia 
present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  per- 
mitting certain  g()ods  imported  into  Qreat  Brit- 
ain to  be  secured  in  narehoutes  without  payment 
of  duty,"  subject  to  all  the  lerulatioDs  nrtbe  said 
laKt  meniioned  act ;  and  wiin  respect  to  all  arii> 
cles  which  are  prohibited  by  law  from  being  im- 
ported into  this  coutury,  it  it  ordered  that  the 
same  shall-be  reported  for  exportation  to  aiiy 
country  in  smity  or  alliance  with  His  Majesty. 

And  His  Majesty  is  further  pleated,  by  and  willi 
the  advice  of  his  Priry  Council,  lo  order,  and  it  ia 
hereby  ordered,  ihai  all  vessels  which  sfaalt  ar- 
rive at  any  port  of  the  United  Eingdom,  or  at  the 
port  of  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  in  conseauence  of  hav- 
ing been  warned  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  order, 
or  in  consequence  of  receiving  information,  in 
any  other  manner,  of  the  said  order,  subsequent 
to  their  having  taken  Do  board  any  part  of  their 
cargoes,  whether  previous  or  subsequent  to  their 
sailing,  shall  be  permitted  to  report  t^eir  cargoea 
for  exportation,  and  shall  be  allowed  lo  proceed 
upon  their  voyages  to  their  original  porls  of  de>- 
'inaiion.  (if  not  unlawful  before  the  inauinff  of 
he  said  order,)  or  to  any  port  at  amity  with  His 
Msjesly,  upon  receiving  a  certiGcate  frt>m  lh« 
collector  ei  comptroller  of  the  eustomsattheport 
at  which  they  shall  so  eoter,  (which  ceriiSoate 
the  said  collectors  and  comptrollers  of  the  cua- 
loms  are  hetebv  authorized  and  required  logive,) 
settieg  forth  thai  such  vessels  came  iato  sueb 
port  in  consequence  of  beiag  to  warned,  or  of  re- 
ceiving such  information  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
Ihey  were  permitted  to  sail  from  such  port  under 
the  regulations  which  His  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  establish  in  respect  to  such  vessels; 
but  in' case  any  vessel  to  atriting  shall  prefer  l# 
import  her  cargo,  then  tnch  vessel  shall  be  al-' 
lowed  to  enter  and  import  the  same,  Qpoti  such 
lerma  and  conditions  as  the  said  cargo  might 
have  been  imported  upon,  according  to  law,  in 
case  the  taid  reisel  bad  salted  afler  bavinn  re- 
ceived notice  of  the  taid  order^  and  in  eosformitf 
thereto. 

And  it  isfnrther  ordered,  that  all  vessels  which 
shall  arrive  at  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
}r  at  Otbraliar,  or  Malta,  in  conformity  and  obe- 
Ji>Miee  10  ihe'nid  order,  shall  be  allowed,  in  re- 
ipect  to  atl  articles  whii;h  may  be  on  board  the 
^anip,  except  suttr,  eofiee,  wine,  brandy,  snu^ 
■od  loljacee,  to  clear  ont  to  my  port  whatever,  le 
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be  specified  in  «ach  clearance ;  lod,  with  reipect 
lo  (be  lasi  menlioned  articles,  to  export  the  same 
to  Mich  pons,  and  ander  8ueh  condiiions  and  reg- 
olalioDi  onl^,  IE  His  Majesty,  by  any  license  to 
be  craDted  for  that  purpose,  may  direct. 

And  the  right  hoDorable  the  Lords  Ckuninis- 
■ioDers  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  Hi*  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Adtnirally,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  High  Courts  of  Admiially  and  Courts  of 
Vice  Adiuirilty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures herein  at  to  them  shall  respeciiTely  ap- 
pertain. W.  FAWKENER. 

At  ths  CoDTt  at  the  Qneen's  Pslsca,  the  llOi  of  No- 
vember, I80T:  FrewDt,  the  King's  Ma«t  Exc«tieiit 
Msjcstj  in  Coanci]. 

Whereas  the  nie  of  ships  by  a  beltigerent  id  a 
neutral  is  considered  fay  France  to  be  illegal : 

And  whereas  a  great  part  of  the  shipping  of 
Prance  and  ber  allies  has  been  protected  from 
capture  during  the  present  hostilities  by  ttansfers, 
or  pretended  traniferi,  to  neutrals: 

And  whereas  it  is  fully  juaiifiRble  to  adopt  the 
•ame  rule,  in  this  respect,  towards  the  euemy, 
which  IE  applied  by  the  enemy  lo  this  coontry; 

His  Majesty  is  pleased,  by  and  wiih  the  advice 
of  bis  Privy  Council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that,  in  future,  the  sale  to  a  neutral  of 
any  vessel  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  enemies 
abati  not  be  deemed  to  be  legal,  nur  in  any  man- 
ner to  transfer  the  property,  nor  lo  alter  the  char- 
acter of  sueb  vessel ;  and  all  vessels  now  belong- 
ing, or  which  shall  hereafter  belong,  to  any  enemy 
afHis  Majesty,  notwilhslandiog  any  sale,  or  pre- 
tended EBle,  to  a  neutral,  after  a  reasonable  time 
■hall  have  elapsed  for  receiving  ioformatioD  of 
this  His  Majesty's  order  at  the  place  where  such 
alle,  or  pretended  sale,  was  eOeeted,  shall  be  cap- 
tured and  btouebt  in,  and  shall  be  adjudged  as 
lawful  prize  to  tne  captors. 

And  the  right  bonorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
aionera  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury.  Hia  Majesty's 
principal  Becreiaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Commis- 
Moners  of  the  Admlraliv,  and  the  Jadges  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Vice 
Admiralty,  are  lo  lake  the  necessary  measures 
betein  a*  to  tbeia  shall  respectively  appertain. 
W.  FAWKENER. 

At  the  Court  at  the  CJumo's  Palaoe,  tha  Sfith  of  No- 
vunbu-,  ISOT;  PreMnt,  the  King's  Most  Eieallaot 
Msjcsty  in  Council- 

Wbereas  it  has  been  represented  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  Gx  certain  periods,  at  which  it 
•ball  be  deemed  that  a  reasonable  lime  shall  have 
elapsed  for  receiving  information,  at  diBtreot 

5 laces,  of  His  Majesty's  order  in  Council  of  the 
1th  of  November  iosianl,  respecting  ibe  tiade 
with  Hia  Majesty'*  enemies,  and  in  their  produce 
and  manufactures:  Hia  Majesty  taking  the  tame 
into  consideration,  and  being  desirous  to  obviate 
any  difEcultics  thai  may  arise  in  respect  thereto, 
and  also  to  allow  ample  time  for  the  said  order 
being  known  to  all  pwaoni  who  joay  be  affected 


thereby,  is  pleased,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Ui 
Privy  Council,  to  order  and  declare,  and  it  b 
hereby  ordered  and  declared,  that  infonnaiioa  of 
the  said  order  of  the  Uth  of  November  instaai 
shall  be  taken,  and  held  lo  have  been  received  ia 
the  places  hereinafter  meolioned.  at  the  periods 
respectively  assigned  to  ihem,  namely : 

Ports  and  places  within  the  Baltic ;  Deennbei 
21,  1807. 

Other  ports  and  places  to  the  northward  of  Am* 
sierdam  ;  December  11,  1807. 

From  Amsterdam  totlshant;  Decern  ber  4,1907. 

From  Uahant  to  Cape  Finisterre;  Decemba, 
8,1807. 

From  Cape  Finisterre  to  Oibraliar,  iDcIuive; 
December  13. 1807. 

Madeira ;  December  13, 1807. 

Ports  and  places  wilhiu  the  Straits  of  Gibcal- 
lar,  to  Sicily,  and  Malta,  and  the  wctf  coast  of 
Italy  inclusive  ;  Januarr  1,  1808. 

All  other  ports  and  place*  in  the  Hedilerrane- 
an  beyond  Sicily  and  Malta  ;  Janoary  20,  IS06. 

Ports  and  places  beyond  the  Dardaodls,-  Feb- 
ruary 1, 1808. 

Any  part  of  the  north  and  western  coast  of 
Africa,  or  the  ixlands  adjacent,  except  Uaddra ; 
January  11.  1808. 

The  United  Slates,  and  British  possessions  in 
North  America  and  the  West  Indies;  Januarr 
20.1808. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  east  coast  at  Sontb 
America ;  March  1,  1608. 

India;  May  1;  1»)8. 

China,  and  the  coast  of  Sooth  Amenca.;  Inne 
I,  1808. 

And  every  veatet  sailing  on  or  after  those  daft, 
from  those  places,  respeclively,  sbal.I  be  deemed 
and  taken  lo  have  received  notice  of  the  afore- 
said order ;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that,  if  any 
vcGsd  shall  sail  within  twentf  days  after  the  pe- 
riods above  assigned,  respectively,  from  aay  of 
the  said  places,  in  contrateniion  of  the  said  imler 
of  the  llih  of  November  instant,  and  ihall  be 
detained  as  prize  on  account  ibereof,  or  shall  ar- 
rive at  any  port  in  this  Kingdom,  destined  to 
some  port  or  place  within  the  restrietioa  of  the 
said  order,  and  proof  shall  be  made  to  ibe  salii- 
faction  of  the  CoarlofAdmiraltr.in  which  (Orb 
vessel  shall  be  nroeeeded  against,  in  ease  tbeane 
shall  be  brought  in  as  prize,  that  tbe  loadiag  of 
the  said  vessel  had  commenced  before  the  sail 
periods,  and  before  information  of  the  aaid  otia 
had  actually  been  received  al  tbe  port  of  ship- 
ment, the  said  vessel,  togeiher  with  the  goods  so 
laden,  shall  be  restored  to  the  owner  or  owoen 
thereof,  and  shall  be  permitted  lo  proceed  on  hn 
voyage  in  such  manner  as  if  aoeh  Teasel  had 
sailed  before  Ihe  day  so  specified  aaaforenid;  aad 
it  is  further  ordered,  that  no  proof  shall  be  admit- 
ted, or  be  gone  into,  for  the  parpoae  of  sbowiu 
that  iorormaiion  of  the  said  order  of  the  llih  tr 
November  instant  had  not  been  received  aiik 
said  places,  respectively,  at  tha  aereral  perioA 
before  assigned  \  and  the  right  hoBoraue  tie 
Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Hajesty's  TresHry, 
His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaiie*  of  Stale,  the 
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Qreat  Britain,  /Vance,  and  Spain. 


Lorda  CommiHJODers  of  the  Adtnirally,  aod  the 
fudges  of  the  High  Coart  of  Admiralty,  and 
Coutu  o{  Vice  Admiralty,  are  to  take  the  aecei' 
tary  measaren  heteio  as  to  them  ihall  respectively 
ippemis.  ^  W.  FAWKENER. 

tit  Ibfl  Coait  at  the  Qa«en'a  PbUm,  Uia  2Stli  of  No- 
vemW,  1B07 :  Pment,  tba  King'i  Moit  EsoeUent 
Uhjtatj  in  Council.  • 

Whereas  His  Majesty,  b]»bi>  Order  in  Coaocil, 
Htfd  lltb  November  in3tant,mpectiDg  the  trade 
□  be  carried  on  with  His  Majesty's  enemiea,  was . 
tUased  lo  exempt  from  the  restrictions  of  the 
aii  order,  all  vessels  which  shall  have  cleared 
lat  from  any  poft  or  place  in  this  Kingdom,  under 
luch  regulaiioni  as  His  Majesty  may  thiok  fit  to 
irescrilM,  and  shall  be  proceeding  direct  lo  the 
wrts  specified  id  the  respeciiTe  clearanees;  His 
Majesty,  taking  into  consideration  the  expediency 
if  making  such  regulations,  is  pleased,  by  and 
vitb  the  adrie'e  of  bis  Prtty  Council,  to  order, 
ind  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  Tcssels,  belong- 
ng  to  conDtrirs  not  at  war  with  His  Majesty, 
hall  be  permitted  to  lade  in  any  port  of  the  Uni- 


□dia  goods,  or  prize  goods,  (all  sneb  goods  being 
awfully  imported,)  and  to  clear  out  with,  and 
Veely  to  convey  the  sane,  to  anyport  or  place  in 
iny  colbny  in  the- West  Indies  oi  America,  be- 
onging  to  His  Majesty's  enemies,  such  port  or 
jlace  not  being  in  a  state  of  aciaal  blockade,  sub- 
lect  to  the  payment  of  such  duties  as  may  st  the 
ime  when  any  such  vessels  may  be  cleared  out 
>e  due  by  law  on  the  exponaiiou  of  toy  such 
roods,  or  in  respect  of  tbe  same  bejng  deslioed  to 
lie  ports  of  the  colonies  belon^cing  to  His  Majes- 
yH  enemies,  and  likewise  to  lade,  clear  out  with, 
md  convey,  as  aforesaid,  any  arilcles  of  foreign 
iroduce  or  manufacture,  which  shall  have  been 
awfully  imported  into  this  Kingdom,  provided 
His  Majesty's  license  shall  have  been  previously 
)bl«inea  for  so  conveying  an ch  foreign  produce 
)r  manufactures:  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
my  vessel, 'belonging  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  per- 
nitied  to  lade  in  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom 
ny  goods,  not  being  naval  or  military  stores, 
vhicE  Gball  be  of  the  TTOwih,  produce,  or  manu- 
aeture  of  this  Kingdom,  or  which  shall  have 
«en  lawfully  imported,  (save  and  except  foreign 
ugar,  coffee,  wine,  brandy,  snuff,  and  eottoa,] 
ind  to  cleat  out  with,  and  freely  to  convey  the 
iame  to  any  port,  to  be  specified  in  the  clearance, 
lot  being  in  a  state  of  actual  blockade,  altboUKb 
be  some  shall  be  under  tbe  restrictions  of  the 
laid  order;  and  likewise  to  lade,  clear  out,  and 
lonvey  foreign  sugar,  coffee,  wine,  brandy,  snuff, 
lod  cotton,  which  shall  have  been  lawfully  im- 
lOTted,  provided  His  Majesty 's  license  ihall  have 
teen  previously  obtained  for  the  exportation  end 
lODveyanoe  thereof:  and  it  is  hereby  further  order- 
id,  that  no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out 
rom  any  port  or  place  la  ihia  Kingdom  to  any 
lort  or  place  of  any  country  anbiecied  to  the 
sstriciiona  of  the  aaid  order,  witn  any  good* 


which  shall  have  been  laden  faftet  notice  of  the 
said  order]  on  board  tbe  vessel  which  shall  have 
imported  tbe  same  into  this  Kingdom,  without 
having  first  duly  entered  and  landed  the  same  in 
lome  port  or  place  in  this  Kingdom;  and  that  no 
vessel  shall  be  permitted  loclearoutfromany  port 
or  place  in  this  Kingdom,  to  any  port  oi  place 
whatever,  with  any  goods  the  produce  or  mann- 
ire  of  any  country  subject  to  the  resirictiona 
of  the  said  order,  which  atiBU  have  been  laden 
notice,  as  aforesaid,  on  board  tbe  vessel  im- 
porting the  »me,  without  having  so  duly  entered 
and  landed  the  same;  or  any  goods  whatever 
which  shall  have  been  laden  after  such  notice  tD 
the  vessel  importing  the  same,  in  any  port  or 
place  of  any  country  subjected  to  the  testriciiona 
of  ihe  said  order,  without  having  so  duly  entered 
and  landed  the  same  in  some  port  or  place  in  this 
Kingdom,  except  the  cargo  shall  consist  wholly 
of  flour,  meal,  grain,  or  any  article  or  articles  the 
produce  of  the  soil  of  some  country  which  is  not 
tubjecled  to  the  restrictions  of  the  said  order,  ex- 
;ept  cotton,  and  which  shall  have  been  imported 
n  an  unmanufactured  state  direct  from  such 
country  into  this  Kingdom,  in  a  vessel  belonging 
to  tbe  country  from  which' sucb  goods  have  been 
brought,  and  tn  which  the  same  were  grown  and 
produced. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  any  vessel  be- 
longing to  any  country  not  at  war  with  His 
Majesty  may  clear  out  from  Ouernsey,  Jersey, 
'an,  to  any  pott  or  place  under  the  restrictiona 
e  said  order,  which  shall  be  specified  in  the 
'anee,  not  being  in  a  state  of  actual  blockade, 
with  such  articles  only, not  being  naval  or  military 
storeSj  as  shall  have  been  legally  imported  into 
such  islands  respectively  from  any  port  or  place 
n  this  Kingdom  direct ;  and  with  respect  to  all 
lUch  articles  as  may  have  been  imported  into 
be  said  islands,  reepeclively,  from  any  port  or 
place  under  tbe  restrictions  of  the  said  order,  It 
iball  not  be  permitted  to  any  vessel  to  clear  out 
irith  the  aame  from  any  of  the  said  islands,  ex- 
cept to  some  port  or  place  in  this  Kingdom;  and 
the  right  honorable  tne  Lords  Commissioners  of 
His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  Ihe  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Adtnirally,  and  the  Judges  of  the  High  Court 
of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Vice  Ad>niralty,  are 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  herein  as  to  Iheia 
shall  respectively  appertain. 

W.  FAWKENER. 

At  ^e  Conrt  at  the  Qneeo'i  Palace  the  S6th  of  N*> 
vombei,  1007:  Present,  tlia  King's  Host  ExosUent 
Miyestj  in  CoDndl. 

Whereas  His  Majesty,  by  his  Order  in  Coun- 
cil, dated  the  11th  of  November  instant,  respect- 
ing Ihe  trade  to  be  cartied  on  with  HjsMajesty'a 
enemies,  was  pleased  to  exempt  from  Ihe  restric- 
tions of  the  said  order  all  vessels  belonging  tq 
any  country  not  at  war  with  His  Majesty,  to- 
gether with  their  cargo,  which  shall  be  coming 
Irom  any  port  or  place  in  Burope  which  is  de- 
sUrcd  in  ine  aoiit  order  lo  be  iubjecl  to  the  n- 
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uriciioD*  incidenr  to  «  mie  or  blockaJe,  liiret 
to  rome  pbrl  or  piice  in  Europe  bvtongiog  lo  Hi 
Hijrily  i  mJ,  alui,  ill  veiseU  wliich  shsll  be 
cleared  ou I  from  Gibraltar  or  Mali*,  under  such 
regutalions  as  Hii  MsjesI)'  niny  lliink  6l  lo  pre- 
(cribe,  and  wbicb  aIibII  be  proceeding  dirrcl  to  ibe 
pOFli  cpeclGed  in  iheir  re^peclive  clearancrs: 

And  vbereai  it  is  eipedipnt  lo  encourage  ihe 
trade  from  Qibraliaraod  Mali*  lo  counrries  UQ- 
^er  Ihe  restriclioci  of  the  uid  order,  subject  to 
regulation!  lo  b*  made  in  respect  iliertin;  Hi* 
Majesty  ii  ihf  lefore  pleaded  to  prescribe  ihe  fol- 
lowing reguUlioni  in  regard  lo  lucb  trade  acrnrd- 
ingly,  and  by  and  witb  the  advice  of  his  Privv 
Council,  lo  order,  and  ic  i*  hereby  ordered,  that  all 
■orli  of  floUT  and  oieai,  and  all  lorla  of  grain,  to- 
bacco, and  nay  other  article  in  an  Dnmanufac- 
lured  Hate,  being  the  growih  and  produce  of  any 
eaaniry  not  being  tubjecied  by  the  laid  order  to 
the  reairictioni  incideoi  to  a  iiaie  of  blockade, 
ezcrpi  cotioQ,  and  naval  and  military  atorea, 
which  xhall  have  been  imported  iota  GibraUar  m 
Ualta  direct  from  ihe  country  where  the  aame 
were  grown  Uld  produced,  atiall,  without  any 
license,  be  permitted  10  be  cleared  ODl  lo  aoy  port 
or  place  not  being  in  a  stale  of  actual  blockade, 
wiiboui  the  xatne  being  compelled  to  be  landed  j 
but  neither  the  laid  article  of  cotton,  however 
imported,  Dor  any  article  which  ia  not  the  growth, 
prodace.  or  manufticlure  of  this  Kinx£)m,  or 
which  has  not  beeo  importpd  in  a  Briiish  ship,  or 
from  this  Kingdom  direct,  (eieepifi.ih,)  nod  which 
shall  bare  been  laden  at  the  port  uf  original  ship- 
ment after  the  period  directed  by  an  order  of  ihia 
date  to  be  taket)  as  the  time  at  which  notice  of 
the  said  order  of  the  11th  of  November  shall  be 
considered  as  harinz  been  received  at  lueb  port 
of  sbiiimeni,  shall  oe  permitted  tg  be  exported 
from  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  except  to  some  fori  or 
place  io  this  Kingdom  ;  and  all  other  articles  of 
the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  cf  this 
Kingdom,  or  which  shall  have  been  imported  into 
Gibraltar  or  Malta  in  a  British  ship,  or  from  soma 
port  or  place  in  (his  Kingdom,  together  with  the 
article  of  Bsh,  however  impotled,may  be  exported 
to  any  ports  or  places  in  the  Mediterranean,  or 
Portugal,  under  such  license  only  aiii  hereinafter 
directed  to  be  granted  by  the  QovefDor  of  Gibral- 
tar and  Malta  respectively, 

Aad  it  is  hereby  fuflher  ordered,  that  licenses 
be  griDied   by  the  Qovernors,  Lieutannnt  Gov- 


iBod 


r  persoiiR  having 
It  Gibraltar  or  at  M^la,  respectively, 


but  in  His  Majesty's  Dame,  to  such  person  or  per- 
Bons  a*  the  Hid  QovemoTs,  Lipuleoant  Oovein- 
orB,orpersons  having  thechiefcivil  command. !<tialt 
think  fit,  alluwing  auch  person  or  persons  to  export 
from  Gibraltar  dtrect  to  any  port  io  tba  Mediier- 
lanean,  or  to  any  port  of  Ponugal,  ur  to  any  port 
of  Spain  wiihunt  the  Mediierraneao,  not  further 
north  than  Cape  Finisterre,  and  from  Malu  di- 
tecC  to  any  port  being  within  the  Mediierraneao, 
with  aoy  article  of  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  His  Majesty's  domioions,  and  any  article  which 
ahall  have  been  imppned  into  Gibraltar  or  Malta 
£ram  this  Eiugdom,  to  whomaoevef  austi  articlM 


shall  appear  to  belong,  (not  being  naval  or  miVi- 
lary  stores,)  in  any  vessel  belonging  lo  aoy  coun- 
try not  at  war  wiih  His  Majesiv,  or  in  aoy  vessct 
not  ezcei'dingone  hundred  tons  burden, and  being 
nnaimed,  belonging  to  the  country  to  which  such 
veKstt  shall  be  cteared  out  and  going  -,■  and  also  to 
import  io  any  such  vessel  or  vemrlii,  as  aforesaid, 
from  aay  port  within  ibe  Mediierraneati,  to  Oitf 
raliar  or  Malta,  or  from  any  port  in  Ponngal  or 
Spain,  as  aforesaid,  lo  Gibraltar ;  soch  port  and 
such  (leatination  respectively  to  be  specified  in 
such  liceiMe,  aay  articles  of  mercbandise  wbataiv 
ever,  and  to  whomroever  the  same  may  apprarlo 
belong  ;  such  articles  lo  be  apecihed  lo  the  bill  oT 
lading  of  such  vessel,  subject,  however,  to  sDeh 
further  rrgulatioos  and  restrictions,  with  reiij>ett 
to  all  or  aoy  of  the  said  article*  so  to  be  imported 
or  exported, as  may  be  inserted  in  tbenidliceoia 
by  the  Governors,  Lieu tena 01  GovernoTS,  or  other 
persons  having  thecbief  civil  command  at  GibraU 
lar  or  Malta,  for  the  time  being,  respecuvely,  aa 
to  them  shall  from  time  to  lime  aecm  £t  and  ex- 
pedient. 

And  it  is  furihar  ordered,  that  in  every  rock 
license  shall  be  inserted  the  osmea  aad  leiideoes 
of  the  person  orpersons  to  whom  it  shall  be  granted, 
the  articles,  and  their  qua nti ties  permiitt^  to  be 
exportedi  the  name  and  description  of  ihe  veaselj 
aad  of  the  master  thereof,  ib^  port  to  which  the 
vessel  (ball  be  allowed  to  go.  which  shall  be  soioa 

Eon  sot  under  aolnal  Uockade;  and  (hat  u» 
cense  so  to  be  granted  shall  caniinue  in  force  foe 
longer  thab  two  montha  from  it*  date,  nor  for 
more  than  oae  voyage ;  cor  any  soch  license  ba 
granted,  or  acknowledged  to  be  valid  if  granted, 
to  permit  the  elearaoce  of  aoy  vesael  to  any  port 
which  shall  be  aclually  blockaded  by  any  aaval 
force  of  His  Maje>:y  or  of  his  allies. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  eommandrfa 
of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  and 
all  others  vehom  it  may  concern,  shall  suffer  ever; 
such  vessel  sailing  conformably  ts  the  permissioa 
given  l>y  [hiiorder,  or  having  any  license  as  afore- 
said, to  pass  and  repass  direct  between  Gibraltar 
or  Malta^  and  such  port  as  shall  be  specified  in  the 
license,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  terms, 
regulations,  and  restriction*,  as  shall  be  expressed 
therein. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that,  in  caseaiy  ves- 
sel 10  sailing  as  (foresaid,  for  which  any  saeb  li- 
censes ai  aforesaid  shall  have  been  granted,  aoA 
which  shall  be  proceeding  direct  upon  her  said 
voya^,  shall  be  detained  and  broughiin  for  legal 
adjudicatioD.  tuch  vessel,  with  her  cargo, shall  be 
forihwiih  released  by  the  Court  of  Admiraliy  or 
Vice  Admiralty  io  which  prooeedlng  shall  be  com- 
menced, upon  proof  being  made  that  the  paniM 
had  duly  conformed  to  the  terms,  r^ulatiooLand 
restrictions  of  the  said  license  ;  the  proof  of  such 
coolormity  to  lie  upon  the  person  or  pertoot 
claiming  the  benefit  uf  this  order,  or  obtatainf  «r 
utingsuch  license, or  claiming  tbe  benefit  the mJl 

And  it  is  hereby  furihw  ordered,  that  do  vetMt 
belonsing  lo  aoy  Bute  on  tbe  eoaat  of  Bartety 
^hall  be  prevented  fron  tailing  with  any  anirlea 
of  the  growth  or  prodoeaof  aticfa  Biate,fromux 
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port  or  plioe  in  such  Stale,  to  any  port  or  place 
IB  the  Mediterranean  or  Poriagsl,  caeh  port  or 

Slice  not  being  aciualiv  blockaded  bjr  lome  navil 
Kce  beloD^iof  to  His  Majestjr  or  his  alliex, 
wiihoui  being  oblieed  to  touch  at  Oibraliar  or 
Malta. 

And  the  ri^ht  honorable  tbc  Lords  Commia- 
sionprs  of  His  Majeiiy'a  Treasury,  His  Majestjrli 
prrDcipal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  hoidx  Commii- 
■ionrr.i  of  tbe  Admiralty,  and  (he  Judse*  of  ilie 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Vice  Ad- 
miralty, are  lo  take  the  neccaaary  meaiurea  herein 
■a  lo  ilienfiball  reipaetiTcly  appertain. 

W.  FAWKENEB. 

At  the  Court  at  Ibt  Qnaan*!  Palaee,  Uia  SSth  of  No- 

«emb«r,  1807 :  Freunt,  Uie  King'*  Moat  Bxc^leot 

Majaatj  in  CoDDcit. 

Wherea»  His  Majesty,  by  his  Order  in  Coaa- 
cil  of  the  llih  of  NoTember  instantj  was  pleased  to 
order  and  declare  ibat  all  trade  ia  articlex  which 
are  of  the  produce  or  manDfacture  of  the  coun- 
trien  and  coluuies  inenijoned  in  tbe  said  order, 
afaall  be  deemed  and  ooosiJered  lo  bennlawful, 
(except  as  is  therein  eiaepled;)  Hit  Majssiy,  by 
aod  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Couoeil|  is 
ple&aed  to  order  and  declare,  and  it  is-  hereby, 
ordered  and  declared,  that  nothing  in  the  xaid 
oriler  contained  shall  ealend  toiofaject  to  capture 
and  OonGscalion  any  articles  of  the  prodqee  and 
manufacture  of  the  said  countries  and  coloaiei 
laden  on  board  British  «hipa,  which  wonld  not 
have  been  subject  to  capture  aod  cpnBscalion  if 
auch  order  had  not-been  made. 

And' the  right  hoiwrBble  fhe  Lords  Cocnmis- 
aioners  of  Hin  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  OoRl- 
missioners  of  Ihe  Admirahy.  and  tbe  Judges  of 
the  HiErh  Court  of  Adminrity  and  Courts  of  Vice 
Admiralty,  are  to  take  the  neceknry  rae^»ures 
bereia  as- to  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 
W.  FAWKENER. 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the  2Slh  of  No- 
Tsmber,  1607 :  Present,  ths  King's  Most  Excel- 
lent MaJMlj  in  Council. 

His  jMajesiy,  taking  into  consideration  the  cir- 
cumstanctr  under  which  PruMia  and  Lubech 
have  been  compelled  to  shut  ibeir  ports  aKsitisI 
British  ships  aitd  ^oods,  in  pleased,  byaniTwith 
tbe  mJvicd  of  his  Privy  Council,  lu  order,  and  it 
is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  ships  and  goods  belong- 
ing to  Prus.sia  which  may  have  been  seized  sub' 
sequenily  lo  His  Majesly'i  order  of  the  nioetecnlh 
of  Nuvfinber.  one  thousaad  eight  hundred  and 
six,  and  are  now  detained  in  the  [loria  of  this 
Kingduni  or  elsewhere,  and  all  ships  and  goods 
belonging  to  inhabiiants  of  Lubeck,  which  are  so 
deiaioed  shall  be  restored  upon  being  pronounced 
by  the  High  Court  nf  Admiralty,  or  any  Court 
of  Vice  Admiralty  in  which  they  have  been,  or 
may  be,  proceeded  ngainst,  to  belong  to  subjects 
and  inhabiiaoLB  of  Prussia  or  Lubeck,  and  not 
otherwise  liable  to  confiscation  ^  and  tlut  such 


ships  and  goods  shall  be  permitted  to  proceed  to 
any  neutral  port,  or  to  ih?  port  to  which  they  re- 
spectively belong:  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that 
iIiE  ships  and  goods  betongiog  lo  Prussia  or  Lu- 
beck shall  not,  until  further  orders,  be  liable  to 
detention,  provided  such  ships  and  goods  shall  be 
trading  to  and  from  any  port  of  ihis  Kingdom,  or 
between  neutral  port  and  neutral  port,  or  from 
any  port  of  His  Majesty's  allieS|  and  proceeding 
direct  lo  the '  port  specified  in  their  respective 
clearances. 

And  the  right  honorable  tbe  Lords  Commis. 
sionera  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secreiaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of 
■  he  High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Gouris  of  Vice 
Admiralty,  are  lo  take  the  nece^ary  measures 
herein  as  lo  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 
W.  FAWKENER. 


At  the  Cobrl  at  the  QneeD's  Palace,  Ihe  SSlh  of  So- 
.Temb«r,  1807 1  Praaent,  the  King's  Mo«t  Sscal- 
lenl  Majesty  in  Council. 

His  Majesty,  taking  into  consideration  the  cir- 
cumstances under  wbicb  Portugal  has  been  com- 
pelled to  shut  her  ports  against  the  ships  and 
goods  of  His  Majesty's  suojeets,  is  pleased,  bf 
and  with  the  adtice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  order, 
and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  ibat  all  ships  and  goods 
belonging  to  Portugal,  which  have  been  and  are 
now  detained  in  the  ports  of  tbis  Kingdom  or 
tsewhere,   sbair  be   restored,   upon   being  pro- 


nounced by  the  High  Court  of  Admiraliy^or  by 
the  Coort  of  Vice  Admiralty',  in  which  procced- 
ingS'inay  have  been  or  shall  be  commenced,  to 
beToDg  to  subjects  and   inhabitaols  of  Portugal, 


liable  to  confiication  ;  and  that 
the  said  ships  and  goods  shall  be  permilied  10 
proceed  to  any  neutral  port,  or  lo  Portugal:  and 
It  is  further  ordered,  thai  the  ships  aad  goods  be- 
longing to  Portugal  shall  not,  until  further  or- 
ders, b«  liable  to  aefentioo ;  provided  such  ships 
and  goods  shall  be  trading  to  or  from  any  port  of 
tbis  Kingdom,  or  to  and  from  Qihraliar  or  Malta, 
and  proceeding  direct  to  the  port  specified  in  their 
clearance,  or  between  neutral  port  and  neutral 
port,  or  between  Portngal  and  the  ports  of  her 
own  colonies,  or  from  any  port  of  His  Majesty's 
allies,  and  proceeding  direct  to  the  ports  spectQed 
in  their  respective  clearances;  provided  sneb 
ports  shall  not  be  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  actual 
blockade :  and  iuis  further  ordered,  that  the  ships 
of  Portugal  shall  not  be  considered  as  entitled, 
under  any  treaty  between  His  Majesty  and  'Por- 
tugal, to  protect  any  goods  laden  ihereia  which 
may  be  otherwise  subject  to  confiscation. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sionera  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  High  Coun  of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Vice 
Admiralty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  measurea 
herein  as  to  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 
W.  FAWKENEB. 
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Circular. 
Pdheion  Office,  January  8, 1808. 
"The  undersigned.  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
-reiary  of  Slate  for  Foreign  ASairH,  has  received 
His  Majesty's  commands  to  attquainl  Mr.  Pink- 
nej  (hat  His  Majesty  has  judged  it  expedient  to 
sslablish  the  niost  rigorous  blockade  at  (he  en- 
trances of  the  pons  of  Carihagena,  Cadiz,  and 
8l>  Lucar,  and  of  alt  the  inlerniediate  ports,  situ- 
ated Bod  lying  between  the  porta  of  Carthsgena 
and  St.  Lucar.  Mr.  Pinkney  is,  ilierefore,  re- 
quested to  apprize  the  Americao  Consuls  and 
Diercbauts  residing  in  England,  that  the  entrances 
of  all  the  pons  aooTe-mentioned  are,  and  must 
be  considered  as  being  io  a  state  of  blockade; 
-and  thai,  from  ibis  time,  all  the  measures  author- 
ized by  the  law  of  nationi,  and  the  respective 
treaties  between  His  Majesty  and  the  differeui 
Powers,  will  be  adopted  and  executed  with  re- 
aped to  vessels  Btlempllng  to  violaie  the  said 
blockade  after  ihi*  notice. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

WtLLIlH  PlHKNEr,  Eh}.,  &C. 

Amto   Qaatlragtnmo  Octavo  George  III,  Btgit. 
Cap.  XXVI. 
An  Act  fbi  granting  to  His  M^itj,  until  the  end  of 
the  nest  sauion  of  Psrliamant,  dutiea  of  cuitoms  on 
'   th*  goods,  wsreis,  and  mirchandisB  iherein  enume- 
rated, in  Turtherance  of  the  prOYiaiona  of  certain  Or- 
ders in  Council. — March  38,  1SD8. 
Most  oRiciotis  Sotereion  ; 

Whereas  measures  which  have  been  taken  by 
Powers  at  war  with  your  Majesty,  prohibiting,  in 
-violation  of  the  law  of  DBIions,  all  iDlercour.^e 
wiib  this  Kingdom,  and  all  trade  in  any  articles 
Of  its  growth  or  maoufaeiure,  have  rendered  it 
Decessary  for  your  Majesty  to  issue  Orders  la 
Council  to  counteract  the  disadvantages  which 
were  iherebv  imposed  upon  the  trade  of  your 
Majeity's  subjects,  and  to  relaliale  upon  the  ene- 
my the  evils  which  he  intended  to  inflict  upon 
this  Kingdom ;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  and 
necessary,  in  order  effectually  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  such  orders,  that  duties  of  customs 
■hould  be  granted  upon  certain  goods  exported 
from  Great  Britain:  we,  your  Majesty's  most  du- 
tiful and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom,  in  Parliament  assembled,  do  most 
burably  beseech  your  Majesty  that  it, may  be 
•nacled : 

And  be  it  enacted  by  Ike  King's  Moat  Excel- 
lent JUajttty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  content 
of  the  Loraa  tpirilual  and  temporal,  and  Com- 
tnont,  in  tkiapretent  Parliament  atiembled,  and 
by  the  authonty  of  the  tame,  That,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act.  there  shall  be  raised,  lev- 
ied, collected,  and  paid,  unto  His  Majesty,  bis 
beirs,  and  successors,  upon  all  goods,  ware^,  and 
merchandise,  enumerated,  or  described  in  the  ta- 
bles A,  B,  and  C,  annexed  to  this  act,  exported 
from  Great  Britain,  the  sereral  duties  of  customs, 
as  (he  same  are  respectively  described  and  set 
forth  in  figures  in  the  said  tables. 
And  be  itfurAer  atacted,  That  the  duties 


;ranted  and  imposed  b^  (bis  act,  and  made  pay» 
lie  according  (o  the  weight,  tale,  gauge,  meaioR, 
ir  value  of  any  goods,  wareii,  or  mercbaDdiic 
charged  with  snch  duties,  shall  be  chafed  anJ 
payable  upon  any  greater  or  less  areigtit,  numtwr, 
quantliy,  or  vaJue  thereof  than  the  weight  aom- 
ber,  quantity,  or  vRlne,  particnlarly  inserted,  de- 
scribed, and  set  forth  in  the  tables  bertOBtoaa- 
nexed,  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  in  proportion  to  llic 
actual  weight,  number,  quantity,  or  value  of  sseh 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise. 

And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbat  where  nj 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which  are  ■Hawed 
to  be,  or  shall  hare  been,  warehoused  or  oAa- 
wise  secured  at  the  time  of  the  importation  (bere- 
of,  without  payment  of  the  duties  dae  (items, 
shall  be  taken  out,  or  entered  ianrards  for  Aoom 
consumption,  and  the  duties  of  eustotnsBBd  ex- 
cise then  fine  ihereon  shall  hare  been  ]Niil,aikd 
the  same  shall  afterwatds  be  entered  fneipona- 
lion  ;  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  duties  at 
customs  by  (his  act  imposed  shall  be  paid  on  ike 
expotudon  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  aod  mei- 
cbandise.  notwilhstandiog  the  payment  of  any 
drawbacks  to  which  (he  exporter  thneof  may,  in 
such  case,  under  any  Irw  or  laws  then  ig  force, 
be  entitled. 

And  whereas^  by  an  Order  in  Conncil,  dated 
tbeIweoty-fil\h  of  November,  one  tfaonsand  ei^t 
hundred  and  oeren,  it  waa  ordered  and  derlared 
that  information  of  a  ceruin  other  Order  in  Conn- 
cil, of  the  eleventh  of  Norember,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  shmJd  be  taken  and 
held  to  hare  been  received  in  tbe  places  herein- 
after mentioned,  at  the  periods  respectiv el y  ■>• 
signed  to  them,  namely :  ports  and  places  withia 
the  Baltic,  on  the  (weaty-first  of  December,  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven;  other  pons 
Olid  places  to  the  northward  of  Aiasterdam,  oa 
the  elsrentb  of  December,  one  Ihoosand  eig^I 
hundred  and  aevcn ;  from  Amsterdam  to  Dsbao^ 
OD  the  fourth  of  December,  one  thomud  eigkt 
hundred  and  seven ;  from  Ushani  to  Cape  Finis- 
tetre,  on  the  eighth  of  December,  one  thaosand 
eight  hundred  and  seven;  from  Cape  Pinistenc 
to  Gibraltar,  inclusive,  on  the  Ibirtieui  ofDtceia- 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aereB;  Ma- 
deira, the  Ibirleenlh  of  December,  one  tbootaod 
eight  hundred  and  seven ;  porls  and  places  riihia 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  to  Sicily  and  Mails,  aad 
the  west  coasts  of  Italy,  inclusive,  on  the  lAot 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ei^bl; 
all  other  pons  and  places  in  the  Mediterraneao 
beyond  Sicily  and  Malta,  on  the  twentieih  ef 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight: 

Krts  and  places  beyond  (be  Dardanelles,  as  tbt 
st  of  February,  one  tbonsand  eight  hundred 
land  eight;  any  part  of  the  north  and  wesim 
J  coast  of  Africa,  or  the  islands  adjacent,  except 
Madeira,  on  the  elerenlh  of  January,  one  (hoe- 
sand  ei^hl  hundred  and  eight;  the  united  Staw 
and  British  possessions  in  North  America  ai 
ihe  West  Indies,  on  (be  twentieth  of  JaanLT. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight;  Caprif 
Good  Hope  and  the  eas(  coast  of  South  Amma, 
on  the  first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  kaa- 
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th 001*0 d  ejg hi  hondrediDil  eight;  Chinit  Aod  ibe 
CDBsC  of  South  Ammca,  on  the  Grsi  of  June,  one 
IhoasiDd<eigbt handrrdaDd  eight:  Beitther^ore 
ena^^td.  That  Dotbingr  in  ihii  act  coatsined  shall 
eziend  lo  prerent  any  Teasel  which  shall  hare 
sailed  from  any  such  poit  or  place  iwrorn  the  pe- 
riod abore  specified  as  aforeMJd.  and  which  shall 
have  beta  broaght  iota  or  shall  have  come  into 
any  port  ia  Great  Britain  under  aay  warning 
eiTen  in  pursnaaceof  any  of  the  said  Ordi 

LDg  aoy  part  of  her  caigo  in  Oreal  Britain,  (ex- 
cept cotton  wool,  or  yarn,  or  Jesnit'a  bark.)  aod 
nritboni  the  payment  of  any  duty  granted  by  this 
icl  upon  any  part  of  ihe  earga  (except  eoiton 
irool,or  yani,or  Jesuit*!  bark;)  Prond«d,eUvayt. 
Thai,  if  the  port  or  place  lo  which  such  vessel 
ihall  proceed  shall  belone  to  a  counirr  in  amitv 
tritb  His  Mejasiy,  and  JtoOi  which  the  British 
jag  is  not  excluded,  such  raiel  iball,  in  that 
;afe,  be  permitted  lo  proceed,  without  being  com- 
pelled to  land  any  part  of  bet  cargo,  ar  to  pay 
iny  duty  imposed  by  ibis  act,  in  reaped  of  the 


:d  charge  with  any  of  the  duties  graoled  by  thii 
let  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  (except  eot- 
:oD  wool,  or  yarn,  and  Jeiutt's  bark)^  imported 
nto  Great  Britain  in  any  TeaselrOnder  any  license 
>eariDg  date,  before  the  11th  day  of  November 
ast,  or  in  any  veasel  which  shall  have  been  cleared 
)Ut  from  the  port  or  place  from  Which  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merebandiae,  were  imported  before  the 
leriod  in  tfiia  act.  specified,  as  to  such  port  Of 
ilace,  as  the  period  at  which  the  said  Orders  in 
ZSouocil  shall  b«  uken  and  held  to  have  been  re- 
ceived, in  any  cases  iu  which  the  said  goods, 
ir»m,  or  merchandise,  shall,  upon  their  Import*^ 
ion,  baie  been-or  shail'be  warehoused  for  expor- 
ation  only. 

Provided  ahBOigt,  attd  be  it  further  enaeted, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend 
o  charge  with  any  of  the  daiies  granted  by  this 
iCt  any  goods,  wares,  or  mwcbaadise,  on  the  ex- 
Kirtation  from  Great  Britain,  (except  cotton  wool, 
>r  yarn,  or  Jesuit's  bark,)  which  shall  have  been, 
>r  shall  be,  imported  into  Great  Britain  prior  (o 
he  first  day  of  Jane,  oaa  ihausBDiI  eight  hundred 
ind  eight,  from  any  free  port  in  any  of  Hi*  Ma- 
esiy's  plantations  in  the  West  ladies,  or  any 
itber  port  or  plaae,  under  atiy  license  from  the 
jloTeroor  of  any  of  His  Majesty's  plantations 
luly  authorized  for  that  purpose,  bearing  date 
>rior  to  the  twenty-first  day  of  January  last,  in 
saae  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall,  on 
heir  importation  into  Great  Britain,  hare  been 
>r  shall  be  warehoused  for  exportation  only. 

Provided,  aiao,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
lo  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  deMsribed  in  the 
aid  tables  A  and  B,  of  the  gTOwih  and  produce 
if  8l.  DomiD|>o,  which  shall  bare  been  or  shall 
le  imported  into  Qrcat  Britain  by  license,  in 
eturn  for  gooda  exported  to  the  said  iiUild,  baai- 


ng date  prior  to  the  fifth  of  February,  one  thou- 
laod  eight  hundred  and  eight,  and  which  shall 
baVe  been  or  shall  be  warehoused  for  exporiaiion, 
iball'  be  liable,  on  the  exportation  thereof,  to  any 
of  the  duties  of  customs  granted  by  ibis  act;  and 
all  such  goods,  warea, and  merchandise,  the  erowth 
and  produce  of  St.  Domingo,  which  shnll  have 
been  or  shall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain  under 
any  license  beariog  date  subsequently  to  the  said 
fifth  day  of  February,  shall,  upon  the  exportation 
thereof,  from  Great  Britain,  he  chargeable  with 
and  subject  and  liable  to  one-half  pan  only  of  the 
duties  of  .customs  granted  by  this  act  upon  p^odt, 
wares,'  and  merchaodise  of  the  like  description, 
upon  their  exportation  from  Great  Britain. 

And  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  Thstallgoods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  which  have  been  or  may  be  con- 
demned as  prixe,  shall,  on  the  eiporiation  tberei^ 
from  Great  Britain,  be  chared  with  and  subject 
and  liable  to  the  duties  by  ibis  act  imposed  on  the 
exportation  of  the  like  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise respeeiirely,  any  Taw,  custom^  or  usage  to 
the  contrary, notwithstanding:  Provided, alvaye. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  sbati  extend 
to  charge  with  any  of  the  duties  granted  by  thia 
act,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  (except 
cotton  wool,  or  yam.or  Jesuit's  bark)  which  shall 
havebeeaoriballfaebrougbt  into  any  port  in  Great 
Britain  foradiadicalion  before  the  passing  of  this 
act,  whether  ine  same  shall  have  been  or  shall  be 
subseouenily  restored  or  condemned  as  prize. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  the  duties  of 
customs  described  and  set  forth  in  figures  in  the 
said  tables  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A,  B,  and  C, 
on  the  several  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  spe- 
cified therein,  shall  be  paid  lo  the  proper  officer 
auihotized  to  receire  the  duties  of  customs  on 
goods,  wares, and  merchandiseimported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  may  and  shall  respectively  be  man- 
aged, ascertained,  raised,  levied,  collected,  answer- 
ed, paid,  and  recovered,  except  where  any  altera- 
tion is  expressly  made  by  this  act,  in  such  and 
the  li^e  manner, and  b^  the  same  means,  ways, or 
methods,  ag.  former  duties  of  customs  upon  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  in  general,  and  also  b)r  any 
such  irpecial  means,  ways,  or  methods,  respective- 
ly, as  /ormet  duties  o{  custom*  upon  goods,  wsreij 
or  merchandise,  of  the  same  aortsor  kinds,  were  oi 
might  be  managed,ssceriaiDed,  raised,  levied, col- 
lected, answered,  paid,  and  recovered,;  and  the 
goods,  wares,  or  mere  hand  ise,  whereon  duties  of 
customs  are  by  this  act  chargisd,  as  ibe  same  are 
respectivelv  inserted,  described,  and  set  forth  in 
thesaid  tables,  upon  exportation  thereof  from  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  made 
subject  and  liable  to  all  and  every  the  coadliions, 
regulations,  securities,  rules,  restrictions,  seixures^ 
and  forfeitures,  to  which  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, in  general,  and  also  all  and  every  the 
special  condiiions,  rules,  regulations,  restrictions, 
seizures,  sales,  and  forfeitures,  respectively,  to 
which  the  like  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  were 
subject  and  liable  by  any  act  or  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment in  force  on  and  immediately  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  aci,  respecting'  the  revenue  of  eustoma, 
except  wbera  any  alteratiDQ  is  expreasly  nude  by 
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this  act ;  and  all  pains,  penalliet,  finn,  and  for- 
feitiKeo.of  nbalevernaiareorkind  the  same  may 
b«,  an  well  pniDSof  d«Blb  an  otberi,for  an  v  offence 
whatsTer  commiurd  against  or  iii  breach  of  any 
act  or  Bcis  of  Parliamant  in  force  On  or  immedi- 
■tely  berure  Ibe  passing  of  tbi»8ci.  made  for  tfcar- 
iOK  ibe  revenue  ot  cusloms,  or  Tur  the  fegDiatioD 
or  impfovemeat  thereof,  and  Iheaereral  claases. 
power*,  proYiMcs, end  dinctionscoatBined  in  any 
iueh  act  or  acts,  shall  (unlest  where  exprMsly 
altered  by  this  act)  extend  In,  and  be  respectively 
applied,  practised, and  put  in  ezecaiion.io  respect 
of  the  several  duties  of  cnaioms  hereby  charged, 
ia  as  full  and  ample  •  manner,  to  all  intent*  and 
purposes  whatever,  as  if  all«ndVTery  theiaidaetc, 
clauses,  proTiweH,  powers,  direction*,  fioea,  paio^ 
penalties,  or  forfeitures,  were  particularly  repeated 
aod  re-enacted  in  t|ic  body  of  this  act,  and  made 
part  I  hereof. 

And  be  itjiiilher  tnactedy  That  in  all  cases 
where,  by  the  said  tablas,  the  duties  of  cosiom  by 
(fail  act  imposed  upon  ihe  exportation  of  goods, 
warn,  sail  merchnodise,  from  Great  Briiam.  are 
charged,  not  according  to  Ihe  Weight,  tale,  gauge, 
or  measure,  but  accordiag  to  the  ralue  thereof, 
meb  value  shall  be  contt^ered  as  the  same  shall 
be  at  ihb  port  of  exportation,  without  any  dedue- 
lioo  or  ab&iemeni  whatever;  and  such  valtn 
ahall  Iw  ascertained  by  the  declaration  of  tbe  ex- 
porter or  proprietor  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise,or  liis  known  agent,  iti  tbe  manner  and 
form,  aad  under  all  tbe  rnles,  regulations,  and 
restrictions,  aod  subject  to  the  same  forfeitures 
and  penaltiei,  OS  are  prescribed  and  directed  for 
asceriBiotng  and  collecting'  the  duties  to  be  paid 
upon  goods,  ware^,  and  merchandise,  according 
to  the  value  ihereof,  by  an  act  pa^tsed  in  Ihe 
Iwenly-sevenih  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  entitled,  "An  aci  for  repeating  ihi 
era!  duties  uf  customs  and  excise,  and  granting 
Other  duties-in  tieu  thertof,  and  for  applying  the 
aaid  duties,  together  with  the  other  dutres  com- 
posing ihcpttbltc  revenue,  for  perraitling  the  im- 
Jortaiion  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merehan- 
isejlhe  prodoee  or  maoufacinre  of  the  Eoropean 
dominions  of  the  French  Kio^,  into  ibis  Kingdom. 
and  for  applying  Certain  nnclnimed  moneys  re- 
maining in  the  exchequer  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities on  lives  to  ihe  reduction  of  the  naiional 
debt;"  and  in  case  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, chargeable  wilti  any  such  duly  by  this  act, 
according  to  value,  shall  aol  be  valued  according 
to  the  true  price  or  value  thereof,  and  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  then 
it  shall  be  lawfnl  for  Ihe  proper  officer  or  officers 
of  the  customs  to  caute  Ihe  same  tu  be  detained  ; 
and  Ihe  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchsBdise,  shall 
be  dealt  with,  and  the  proper  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms shall  proceed,  wiih  relation  to  the  said  goods, 
wares^  and  merchandise,  so  detained,  in  every  re* 
■peel  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  such  case  by  the 
taid  reeiied  act. 

And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  io  ease  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  upon  which  duties 
of  custom  are  hereby  imposed,  shall  be  detained 
b;  ao^  «lfieer  of  the  cvbioids,  on  acoonat  of  ibe , 


tame  noi  being  valued  according  to  tbe  iroeud 
real  value  thereof,  and  according  to  the  irst  it- 
teat  and  meaning  of  ihi*  «ct,  it  shall  be  Isvfil 
for  the  Commisiioners  of  His  Majesty's  eosKm 
in  England  and  Scotland,  respectively,  for  the 
lime  being,  or  any  three  or  more  of  (hem,  reipeei- 
ively,  upon  proof  being  made  to  their  satitficiioi 
ibat  no  fraud  was  intended,  to  direct  tbe  raliy  la 
be  amended^  upon  fueh  terms  and  coadiiioDii^ 
under  the  circumstancea.  of  tbe  case,  shall  appear 
to  the  said  commissioners  of  ihecasiomsia  S^ 
land  and  Scotland,  respectively,  to  be  peasoaililt 
and  as  they  shall  think  fit  lodi'rect:  PrttiMtO- 
wayt,  Thai,  if  ibe  importer,  exporter, or prcpnelor 
of  Buch  goods,  wares.ormerchBDdiae,skill  accept 
the  terms  ot  conditions  prescribed  by  (be  laid 
commissioners  of  austoms,  respeenRlr,iaet  ia- 
porier,  exporter,  or'  proprietor  shall  dm  kare  «r 
be  entitled  to  any  recompense  or  danagc  oa  ac- 
count of  the  deteolioa  of  such  goods,  want, ac 
merchandise:,  or  have  or  mainiaia  any  acusa 
whatever  for  iheraine;  any  law,ewtoiii,orBMge 
to  the  contrary,  nolwiihstaudiDg- 
And  be  UJiaiker  enacted,  That  saei  of  tbe  da- 
is of  customs  by  Ibis  act  impoaed.as  shall  ariM 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  EogUnd,»haU 
be  under  the  management  of  the  cooimissiaaeis 
of  tbe  cusloms  in  England  for  the  lime  being; 
and  such  thereof  as  shall  arise  io  ihal  pen  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  shall  be  ander  ikt 
managemantof  theeommistioaefaof  tbeeoslom* 
in  Scotland  for  the  lime  beiog. 

And  be  itfurtAer  enaaltd,  That  ia  ease  tha 
whole  or  any  part  of  tbe  ea^^  of  any  vcsid, 
which  sball  arrive  in  any  pori  of  Oraai  Britain, 
shall  consist  of  any  goods,  wares,  ot  merebaBdiN 
whatever,  of  the  growth,  prodaee,or  (Dannfacior* 
of  any  country  or  place  within  iha  limits  of  the 
charter  granted  to  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
chants of  England  trading  to  tbe  Eaat  Indies,  seek 
vessel  shall  forthwith' proceed  to  tbe  port  of  Loo- 
don,  where  all  such  goods,  warn,  aad  BercliBa- 
dise  shall  be  landed,  lodged,aad  secured, aaderUB 
Majeeiy's  lock,  ia  some  of  tbe  warehoasttbeleas- 
ing  to  the  said  United  Company,  at  ibecxpeueot 
the  proprietors  of  !uch  goods.  wares,andiBertbaa- 
diie,  aod  be  there  examined,  and  an  aceaaBi 
taken  thereof  by  the  proper  officer*  of  ilie  eaiioat 
and  of  tbe  excise,  in  cases  where  that  meeae  is 
concerned,  and  »uch  goods,  wares,  and  moelwa- 
dise  shaU  remain  so  secured  niitjl  the  cxpona- 
lion  thereof;  and,  before  any  such  goods,  w,ik^ 
and  merchandise  shall  be  taken  out  of  socfanre- 
honse  for  the  purpose  of  exportation,  the  hv- 
eral  duties  of  cusloms,  as  tb«  same  are  deiuihd 
and  set  forth  in  figures  in  the  table  kefenaw 
annexed,  marked  C,  shall  be  firu  paid  to  the  jn- 
per  officer  of  the  customs ;  and  in  ihoae  caMt 
in  the  said  table,  marked  C,  where  tbe  doitHia 
be  paid  on  the  expoitaiion  of  any  such  goad^ 
warer,  and  laerohandise,  i-hall  not  be  etaar)^a^ 
cording  to  the  weight,  tale,  gauge,  or  measure,  W 
according  to  the  value  thereolj  atieh  ralae  tW 
be  ascertained  by  the  declaratioD  of  the  prep» 
lor,  or  bis  known  agent,  la  the  mBoner  aad  in> 
and  voder  iht  nilts,  regotatioDa,  aad  leaUiaaBt, 


dbyCoo^le 


APPESIDIX. 


1718 


Qreal  Brilam,  Franea,  and.  Spain. 


lad  subject  )o  the  nine  furfeiiurFS  anil  peoaliiei 
u  are  oreiicribeJ  ind  imposed  [at  asccriuolDg 
ind  collecting  duiiea  Id  be  paiU  according  !□  ihe 
value  thereor,by  the  said  reciipd  act  nasaed  ia  the 
Lweoty-teveDib  year  of  bi^  present  Majeiif ;  and, 
a  case  any  sucb  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
thall  not  be  valued  aceDrding^  (□  ihe  true  aod  real 
ralue  ihereof,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  pro- 
jKr  officer  or  officers  of  the  customs  la  cause  the 
tame  lo  be  delaioed,  and  the  said  goods,  wares, 
■Dd  mercliBodiae,  shall  be  dealt  with,  and  ibe  pro- 
ler  officers  of  the  castoms  shall  proceed.  In  the 
naoner  prescribed  in  auch  ease  by  the  said  recited 
let:  Provided,  alieayM,  That  sucb  goods,  wares, 
>r  mercliandise,so  dt![ained  (coltoo  .wool  except' 
>d)  shall  be  sold  oaly  for  the  purpose  of  being 
Mported  fioiD  Great  firuaio,  any  law,  custom,  or 
isage,  to  the  cjiatrary^nolwilbstBodiDg:  Promd- 
td.aUo,  That,  Id  caaeaay  part  tifthe  cargo  of  any 
iuch  ship  or  ves^l,  ao  cutMistJag  >a  part  df  Sasi 
lodiao  goods,  wares,  or  roerchRDdlse,as  aforesaid, 
ihall  consist  of  goods,  wares,  or  oierchandise,  not 
Ming  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
my  couatiy  or  nlace  within  the  limits  of  the  char- 
er  granted  to  ihe  United  Companfof  Merchants 
jf  England  trading  to  the  Ea»i  Indies^  such  laxt- 
neniionedgoods,  wares, and  merchandise, shall  be 
luly  entered,  either  to  .be  secuied  or  lodged  ia 
ivareliousea,  according  lo  the  rules,  legulalions, 
ind  reslrictioD^.of  an  act  passed  in  the  furl y -third 
rear  of  his  present  Majesty,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
lerroiliing  certain  goods  im  ported  into  Grni  Brii- 
lin  to  be  secured  in  warehouse  wiiliont  payment 
>f  duty  :"aodof  a  certain  other  act, passed  in  ibe 
orty-fifVi  year  of  bis  present  Majesty,  entitled 
'Ad  act  loauihorizs  tbe  Lords  Comminiooers  of 
;be  Treasury  lo  permit  certain  articles  to  be  ware- 
loused  in  diflVrent  ports  in  Greet  Britain,  upon 
liring  security  for  the  paymeoi  of  dutiea  upon 
.be  article*  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  ofa  certain 
iiher  act,  pa^ed  in  the  forty-sixth  year  of  bis  said 
Uajesiy,  eniitled  "An  act  to  extend  tbe  provis- 
.ons  of  an  act  made  in  the  forly-tbird  year  of  his 
jieaent  Majesty,  for  permitting  certain  articles  to 
M  warebonsed  ia  Great  Britain,  la  other  articles 
lot  therein  mentioned,  and  to  alter  tbe  condition 
if  tbe  bond  directed  to  be  given  by  an  act  of  the 
;wenty-rourtb  year  of  bis  present  Majesiyi  by  tbe 
uasters  and  owners  of  vesnels  and  boats  licensed 
ly  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  provided  such 
;oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  ay  law,  may  be 
odged  or  secured;  otherwise,  the  full  duties  of 
iUBioios  end  of  excise,  (in  eases  where  any  such 
lutiei  are  payable  on  such  goods,  wares, and  mer- 
;bandiae,)  due  Ibeceon,  shall  be  paid  to  the  pro- 
per officersof  the  customs  and  excise;  and  all  sucb 
joods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  so  brought  into 
:be  port  ofLiondon,  shall,  on  tbe  exportation  there- 
of, be  charged  with  tbe  duties  dneand  payable  by 
:his  act  on  any  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
lise,  reapeciWely,  as  the  saiBeare  described  and 
tet  forth  in  the  laUea  hertanio  annexed,  marked 
K  and  B,  as  the  case  may  be." 

Pnoided.  tdtpayt,  and  be  it  furlJw  atacttd. 
Thai,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  aatisfaction  of  tbe 
»lIeclor  acd  comptroller  of  tbe«lu4«maof  uiy 


port  in  Ctreat  Britain,  by  the  report  of  any  *«•• 
sel  which  shall  arrive  at  such  port  with  any  cargo, 
part  whereof  shall  consi«t  of  good*,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, of  tbe  growth,  produce,  or  raanufactura 
of  any  country  or  place  within  tbe  limits  of  tba 
charter  granted  to  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
cbaniB  of  England  trading  to  Ibe  East  Indies,  thai 
sucb  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  dn  not  exceed 
in  value  one-fourih  part  of  the  whcde  value  of  iba 
cargo  of  sucb  vessel,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it 
aba[l  be  lawful  for  |he  otrner,  consignee,  or  cap- 
tain of  such  vessel,  alter  giving  suett  security  aa 
shall  be  directed  by  the  commJuioneis  of  the  caa- 
tons  in  England  and  Scotland,  respectively,  or 
any  three  of  ibem,  for  the  due  eonveyaaee  at 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  an  aforeBaLd 
19  the  port  of  London,  there  to  be  warchouacd  aa 
aforesaid,  and  not  before,  io4and  tbe  cargo  of  such 
reoselat  the  port  of  her  arrival,  except  such  gMods, 
wares,aod  merchandise,  aaaforesaid, and  eiilier  to 
cause  a^cb  goods,  wares,  and  DwrcbandisE,  to  ba 
conveyed  in  Ibe  same  ship  lo  ihe  port  of  London, 
or  to  cause  tbe  same  to  be  transhipped,  in  ortler  u> 
be  conveyed  lo  tbe  said  port.  upon. tbe  said  aecu- 
rity,  and  under  luch  regulations  and  reairieiiona 
for  securing  the  conveying  tbe  same  to  ihe  aaid 
port,  as  shall  be  directed  bv  the  oommiiaionera  of 
thecustomain  England  and  Scotland  respectively. 

Providtdalatuf»,andbeitfurlh*r»nacted,  That 
the  ptoprietor  or  proptielors  of  any  goods,  wareik 
or  merchandise. brought  into  GreatBritain.  may,u 
be  or  they  shall  be  so  disposed,  instead  of  paying 
ibe  fall  dutiesof  GitatomKaDd  exciMdueand  pay- 
able thereon,  secure  or  lodge  in  warehouses,  ap- 
proved by  the  commissioner*  of  tbe  customs  of 
England  or  Scotland,  respectively,  wiiboui  pay- 
meat  of  duty  in  the  first  instance,  any  good^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  which,  by  virtue  of  any 
law  in  force  at  tbe  lime  of  pasting  this  act,  ara 
allowed  to  be  so  secured  ami  warehoused,  under 
the  conditions  and  regulations  of  the  said  recited 
acts  passed  in  lfaeforty-third,rorly-Grtb.  and  forty- 
sixth  years  of  bis  present  Majesty,  respeelively  ) 
and  all  such  goods,  wares,  snd  merchandise,  ao 
warehoused,  on  which  tbe  full  duties  of  cnstoma 
and  excise  shall. have  been  paid,  shall,  on  ihe  ex- 
portation thereof,  be  subject  and  liable  to,  and  be 
charged  with  the  duties  of  customs  imposed  by 
this  act,  as  ioscrted  and  set  forth  in  the  tablea 
bereUDio  annexed,  as  the  ease  may  be. 

Provided  alwayv,  and  be  it  jiuiher  ettaeted. 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  fur  the  euittmissioner* of 
customs,  or  any  ibree  or  more  of  tbem,  upon  the 
requestor  tbe  owner,  proprietor,  or  eonsigaae  of 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  warehoused,  i» 
destroy  the  same,  in  such  a  maouer  as  they  shall 
respectively  direct,  without  payment  of  duty,  and 
upon  paymeiii  only  of  any  ebargeaand  eipensea 

Afid  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  tbe  importer^ 
proprietors,  or  cunsignees,of  any  goads,  wares,  or 
mere  ban  discs,  which  shall  bare  been  bulged,  in 
warehouMa,or  otherwise  seeured,  according  to 
tbciltreaiionsof  the  said  recited  act  passed  in  th« 
fort y-i bird  year  of  bis  present  Majeniy,  or  maf 
olbec  act  of  Parliament,  by  virtue  aod  onder  Ifa* 
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SQlhoriiy  of  which  any  such  nxxh,  wares,  or  mer- 
cbaDdJse.sbill  hare  been  so  loagedor  secured, ahalt, 
wiihia  fifieea  caleoitar  moniliB,  lo  ba  computed 
from  ihe  day  on  which  fucb  imporiers,  proprie- 
tors, 01  cou!tignees  o(  tucb  gaodB,  wares,  or  mfr- 
cbandiae,  sbnll  have  made  their  Grsrentrjr  thereof, 
clear  aod  take  from  end  out  of  such  warehouses 
or  places,  respectivelT,  ill  such  goods,  wares,  aad 
mercbaadiBe,  either  for  [he  purpose  of  being  ex- 
ported according  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  on 
payment  of  the  duties  hereby  imposed,  pr  to  be 
UEed  01  coDiumed  ia  Qreai  Britain :  Provided  ai- 
way*,  That  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchmdise, 
may  leiraUy  be  taken  out  for  chat  purpose,  OD  pay- 
meut  o?  the  full  duties  of  custams  and  eiciie  that 
are  or  may  he  due  or  payable  ihereoo  at  the  time 
the  same  are  so  taken  out ;  and  in  case  any  such 
irapfltiere,  proprietorB,  or  consignees]  shall  fail  or 
n^lect  EO  to  do,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  com- 
missioDers  of  the  customs  in  Engtaad  or  Scotland, 
respeciiTely,  to  cause  all  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  to  be  publicly  sold  or  exposed  to 
&ale;  and,  after  sach  sale,  the  produce  thereof 
chall  Scsl  be  applied  to  or  towards  the  payment 
of  the  freight,  primage,  and  charges  of  warehouse 
toom,  and  oilier  charges  that  shall  arise  thereon, 
next  to  the  dutjen  of  customs  aiid  excise,  and  ihe 
overplus  (if  any)  Ehall  be  paid  the  proprietor  or 
other  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  sarpe: 
Provided alvMyt,  That  in  case  any  goadi,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  bo  remaining  and  directed  to  be 
aold,  shall  be  of  (be  grovth  produce,  or  manufac' 
tore  of  any  country  or  place  within  the  limits  of 
(be  eh  a  rtei  granted  to  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  ot  England  tradin?  to  the  East  ladies, 
or  auy  goods,  wares,  and  mercnandise,  wbicEi  ibEill 
be  prohibited  to  be  used  or  consumed  in  Oreat 
Brilain,  then,  and  in  such  case,  all  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  sold  only  lor  the 
purpose  of  being  exported,  and  not  on  any  pre- 
Cence  whatever  to  be  used  or  coDEUmed  in  Great 
Britain:  Provided,  That  no  such  goods,  wares, or 
merchandise,  shall  he  sold,  unless  a  price  can  be 
obtained  for  the  same  equal,  at  least,  to  the  full 
amount  of  all  duties  of  customs  and  excise,  char- 
ged and  chargeable  thereon,  together  with  iheex- 
iMinses;  but  if  such  price  cannot  beoblainei),  then, 
and  in  such  case,  all  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
fibandise,  shall  be  effectually  destroyed  by  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  customs, 
and  sIeo  the  officers  of  the  excise,  in  case  any 
duties  of  excise  are  payable  thereon,  whoars 
hereby  resptciirely  authorized  and  required  to 
destroy  the  same  accordingly ;  and  the  proprietor 
or  owner  of  such  gocids,  wares,  and  merchaodi^, 
ahall  have  no  claim,  either  in  law  or  equity,  to 
the  value  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
ot  any  part  thereof,  so  destroyed  as  aforesaid,  any 
law,  cusCOm-OT  usage  to  the  contrary,  not wi I b- 
■tauding:  /Voftder^  o/tpajtf.  That  all  such  goods, 
ivarea,  and  merchandise,  may  he  re-exported  to 
the  country  from  which  they  ware  brought,  or  to 
the  country  from  which  the  vesEel  in  which  such 

SEwds,  wares,  or  merchandise,  were  imported  shall 
eloog,  or  shall  have  belonged,  without  payment 
•Dly  of  such  warehaute  or  port  duties  as  ihall 


have  become  due  thereon :  Provided,  That  At 
Btitish  flag  shall  not,  at  the  time  of  sneh  re-ei- 
portaiion,  he  excluded  from  such  country  respect- 

Provided  alv>ayt,  and  be  it  further  enatied, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  exieiiif, 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  charge  the  duties 
imposed  by  this  act  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise whatever,  that  shall  be  exported  front 
Great  Britain  to  that  part  of  the  United  Siagdoia 
called  Ireland,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchia- 
dise,  the  growth,  produce,  or  maaufactnre  of  Ire- 
land, having  been  i/nported  from  thence  dim tir 
to  Great  Britain,  ou  the  exportatioa  thereof  to 
any  country  whatever. 

Provided  almiyt,  and  be  it  further  enacUd, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shaJl  eiEesd, 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  charge  the  duin  by 
this  act  imposed  on  the  eiportatiODofin^  float, 
or  meal,  or  articles  not  being  either  io  the  nhoW 
or  in  any  part  manufactored,  being  of  (he  groalb 
or  produce  ofany  Stale  in  Euro^  or  America  id 
atnitv  with  His  Majesty,  and  imported  ia  iny 
ship  eelooging  to  such  State,  or  in  any  Bn'iiu 
ship  navigated  according  to  law  directly  frocn 
any  such  State,  except  coffee,  sugar,  pimento,  eo- 
coB-nuls,  hides,  tallow,  oil,  and  coiton  wool,  or 
yarn,  or  Jesuit's  bark. 

Provided  also,  and  be  itJvHker  enacted,  Thtt 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  rxleDd  or  be 
construed  to  eilend.  to  charge  with  the  dntiea 
imposed  by  this  act  any  goods,  ware^  or  merchan* 
dise,  of  the  growth,'  produce,  or  fflaaDfactore  of 
any  British  colony,  plantattoa,  or  settlement  ia 
Africa  or  America,  which  shall  have  been  im- 
ported directly  from  such  colony,  plantation,  or 
selllemeat,  respectively,  and  expoited  to  any  port 
or  place  whatever. 

Provided  aim,  and  be  it  furtker  enaOtd.  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extead,  orbe 
construed  to  extend,  to  charge  with  the  dniiB 
imposed  by  this  act  any  goods,  wares, or  merehaa- 
dise,  thai  shall  have  been  imported  by  the  Uaited 
CoEQHny  of  Merchants  of  England  ttadis^  to 
the  East  Indies,  or  byenj^  subjects  of  His  Ui]ti4.y 
trading  within  the  limits  of  the  eharta  of  IM 
said  company)  with  their  license,  upon  tbeei- 
portaiion  of  such  goods,  wares,  or  merehiaJiir. 
from  Great  Britain  to  any  port  or  place  wki- 

Provided  aUo,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  ThK 
nothing  in  ibis  act  god  tain  ed  shall  exieod,  or  te 
construed  to  extend,  lo  charge  the  duly  by  this 
acl  imposed  on  aiiywine,Bpirils.  or  tobacco,  whieb 
shall  be  shipped  for  the  use  of  His  MajesiyVanny 
ornavjr;  hot  such  wine,  spirt  is,  or  lofaaeco,  sbtU 
be  subject  and  liable  to  all  and  every  the  rain, 
regulations^  and  condilioas,  limitations,  secari- 
ties,  penalliei,  and  forCeiture^  la  which  sachitli- 
cles  so  Shipped  would  have  been  subject  and  la- 
ble  if  this  act  had  not  been  made:. 

Provided  aito,  <md  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tiut 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend, ark 
conslrued  lo  extend,  to  charge  with  the  dutiBtf 
this  act  imposed  any  goods,  ware*,  or  merctaf- 
diae,  exported  from  urcat  Britain  lo  the  UtoC 
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Mid,  bf  TJriae  abd  ander  the  auibority  of  any 
licepie  which  the  CommiwipDen  of  Hi*  Hijei- 
ty's  CdsIobu  id  Bnglaod  or  Scoiland,  or  aay 
three  or  mote  of  them,  Tespectiveir,  ate,  or  may 
be,  by  law,  authorized  and  empowered  togriiM. 

Provided  alwayt,  and  be  ti  further  enacted. 
Thai  ibe'^iutiea  by  this  act  impoaed  oo  goods, 
wares,  and  merchaodise,  exported  from  Great 
BtiuJD,  shall  not  be  cbarged,  or  payable  on  aav 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  Dot  manufactured, 
either  in  the  whole  or  ia  part,  nor  upon  aay  wine, 
or  any  article  of  proTJiioo,  (spirits  excepted,]  ex- 
ported to  any  British  colon/,  plantation,  or  settle- 
ment, in  Africa  or  America,  or  to  .aoy  British 
setilemeDl  within  the  limits  of  the  chsiier  granted - 
to  the  United  CompaDy  of  MerchaDis  of  Eaglaod 
trading  10  the  Eaat  IndicL  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithttanding. 

And  be  it  Jiirtker  enacted.  That  no  aliip  or 
Tessel  of  the-  United  Slates  of  America  which 
shall  enter  any  port  in  Great  Biiiain  or  Ireland, 
in  consequence  of  her  having  been  warned  sot  to 
proceed  to  a  blockaded  port  under  His  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council  of  ibe  eteTcnth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  shall,  be 
liable  to  be  charged  with  ibe  duty  of  two  shil- 
lings a  Ion  of  the  burden  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
beiongiag  to  the  inhabitanta  of  the  «aid  United 
Siatei,  imposed  by  an  act  of  the  tfaittv-serentb 
year  of  His  Majesty's  feign  which  has  been  coq- 
Ltnued  and  revived  by  several  subsequent  acts. 

Provided  oiiroyj,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  Dolbing  beietn  coniaiaed  shall  extend  to 
ifiecl  or  take  away  aoy  of  the  rights  or  privileges 
)f  the  Weil  India  Dack  Company,  of  the  London 
Dock  Oompaay,or  of  the  East  India  Dock  Com- 
)«ny. 

And  be  it  JFitr^ter  tnaOed,  That  tbe  duties 
(ranted  and  imposed  by  this  act  ibilt  continue 
n  force  until  the  end  of  the.  next  seesioa  of  Par- 
iamenl,  unlets  Hie  Majesty,  by  bis  Order  in 
ii^uDcil,  shall  think  fit  to  suspend  or  reduce  the 
«me,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Provided  alvavt,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  His  Majesty,  at  any 
ime,  by  Order  in  Council,  to  suspend  the  opera- 
ion  of  ibis  act  as  to  any  dntiea,  or  proportion,  or 
lart  of  any  duties,  granted  by  this  act,  in  respect 
'fany  coantry  for  the  time  being  in  amity  wiih 
lis  Majesiy,  and  to  allow  the  exportation  to  anv 
ucb  country,  so  in  amity  with  His  Maiesty 


.foresaid,  of  any  gooda,  wares,  and  mercaandi 
subject  by  this  act  io  any  duties  on  export- 
without  the  payment  of  aveh  duties,  upon 


oade  subject 


ucb  terms  and  cooditiono,  and  subject  to  atieh 
(•Elfictions,  asto  His  Maieaty  may  seam  6*. 

Provided  aivaye,  and.be  it  further  enacted, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend, 
r  bo  conslTUed  to  extend,  to  prevent  His  Majeety 
rom  prohtbiting  the  exportation  of  anv  arlicles, 
latters,  or  things,  Io  any  country  or  place  from 
irhich  the  British  flag  is  excluded,  in  aoy  case  in 
rhich  it  would  have  been  lawful  foe  His  Majes- 
f  IO  prohibit  such  exportation  if  this  act  bad  not 

Provided  eUwayty  and  be  it  Jurther  enacted. 


That  the  duties  imposed  by  an  act,  passed  in  the 
forty-third  y^ar  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign, 
entitled  An  act  for  granting  to  HisMajestj^,  dur- 
ing the  preseoi  tvar,  and  until  Ibe  ratification  of 
a  deGoitive  treaty  of  peace,  additional  duties  oa 
the  importation  and  asportation  of  certain  goods, 
wares  aitd  merchandise,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  and  vessels  in  Great  Britain;  on  cerlaia 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  therein  ei^ume- 
rated  and  described,  aqd  which,  by  another  act 
passed  in  the  forly'-third  year  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty's reign,  entitled  An  Bci  for  permitting  cer- 
tain good^  imported  ioto  Great  Britain  to  be  se- 
cuietl  in  warehouse  without  payment  of  duty, 
were  directed  to  be  paid  on  all  sach  goods,  ware*, 
and  mercbaodise,  sugar  excepted,  whieh  bbould 
be  exported  from  the  warehouses  or  places  in 
which  such  goods,  nitres,  and  merchandise  had 
been  Ipdged  or-  secured,  under  the  directions  of. 
th«  said  last  recited  act,  shall  not  be  dne  or  pay- 
able on'  any  snch  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
so  exported,  on  which  other  duties  are  charged, 
aocording  to  the  table  marked  A,  hereunto  an- 
nexed ;  bat  that  the  duties  on  any  such  goods^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  a*  set  forth  in  the  said 
table,  shall,  during  the  ooniinuaace  of  such  duties, 
be  Inslead  and  in  lieu  of  the. duties  charged  and 
imposed  thereon  by  the  laid  two  last  recited  acts 
passed  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty's reign. 

And  be  it  Jurthfr  enacted.  That  all  the  moneyr 
arising  from  the  duties  of  custom  bjr  this  act  im- 
posed, the  neeessary  charge  of  raising  and  ac- 
counting for  the  same  excepted,  shall,  from  lime 
to  lim^,  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  His  Majesty's 
Exeheouer  at  Wealroloaler,  distinctly  and  apart 
tfoni  all  other  branches  of  the  public  revenue } 
and  that  there  shall  be  provided  and  kept  io  the 
afficB  of  the  auditor  of  ine  said  receipt  of  exche- 
quer a  hook,  or  bookt,  in  which  all  the  moneys 
atisiag  from  the  said  duties,  and  paid  into  the 
said  receipt,  asaforesaid,  shall  be  entered  separate 
and  apart  from  alt  other  moneys  paid  ana  pay- 
able to  His  Majesty,  his  beirs  and  successors, 
opon  any  account  whatever;  and  the  said  mo-' 
neys  paid  in  as  aforesaid,  into  the  receipt  of 
His  Majesty's  exchequer,  shall  from  time  to  time,' 
as  the  seme  shall  be  paid  into  the  said  receipt,  be 
issued  and  applied  to  such  services  as  shall  then 
have  been  voted  by  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of-Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland  in  this 
present  session  of  Parliameot,  for  the  service  of 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
or  shall  be  voted  by  the  said  Commons  for  ihe- 
service  of  any  subsequent  year. 

And  be  it  Jurther  eaaeted,  That  if  any  action 
or  soil  shall  be  brought  or  commenced  against 

»f  person  or  peisons  for  anything^  done  in  pur- 
Ince  of  this  act,  or  of  any  order  in  council  re- 
ferred to  in  this  Id,  such  acifon  or  suit  shall  be 
cpmjmenced  within  three  calendar  months,  next 
after  the  fact  committed,  and  not  afterwards,  and 
shall  be  laid  in  the  county  or  place  where  the 
cause  of  conplaial  did  arise,  and  not  elsewhere ; 
and  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  every  snob 
action  or  sait  nay  Jilead  the  general  iatue,  and 
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,  ('ill  10  be  bad  iDerfupoD;  DBd  if  the  jury 
vhall  find  for  [be  defesdaDt  or  deTendBnla  iu  aay 
ancb  neiioD  or  suit,  or  if  tbe  ptaiaiiSs  shall  be 
pontaiud.  or  diiCDniinne  bia  or  their  actioo  or 
tdii  after  the  deTeodant  or  defendaDis  thnll  have 
appeared,  or  if,  upoo  demurrer,  judg'neiitshallbe 
gives  B^iaJDM  Ihe  plainliffor  piaiolifis,  (he  defeod- 
tiDtnr  drfendaots  shall  have  treble  costs,  and  have 
Ihelike  remedy  for  the  H«te.  as  any  defeodsBt 
has  in  other  caws  to  reeorer  ctms  by  laiv. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  Thai  this  act  may 
be  varied.  alierHl,  or  repealed^  by  any  acl  or  acts 
to  benndeia  tbii  present  sesiiffDctf  Parliament. 

Tablet  to  which  this  act  refert. 
A. 

A  taUa  of  datioi  of  autatna,  payable  on  tha  axpoita- 
Uon  of  oartain  foreign  good*,  waro,  and  tnerchaH- 
dtse.  tharein  enDmerated  or  dcscribad,  not  being 
iiapoTled  bj  the  United  Companj^  of  MerchanU  of 
England  trading  tu  the  But  Iniliea,  (wtiich,  ob  im- 
portatioD,  are  tUowed  to  ba  Mcared  undar  the  regu- 
UtioDKor  43  Oho.  Ill, cap.  I33|  46  Geo.  Ill, cap. 
87 :  aaJ  46  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  137,  without  pajment  of 
the  duties  due  thereon,)  aad  which  allall  ba  exportad 
from  Great  Britain,  except  aa  ii  |>[ovidcd  iik  we  act 
to  which  ihia  talile  ii  annexed. 

Artielea.  Daly. 

Aiabie,  gnni'— SaeOnm.  '  £  t, 

BatiUa,  tho  cwt.  -        -         '    -     -    0  10 

Bark,  *ii :  Jaauil'a  bark,  or  Cortn  Bsmvi' 
aaaa,  the  pound     -        -        .        .        -OB 

Bowaprita.— 8c«  Hait^  in  Wood. 

Brandy. — Sea  S  piri  ta. 

BnBalo  hidea.— See  Hidai. 

Bull  hides.— See  Hidea. 

Cochineal,  tha  pound         -        -        -        -    0    7 

Cocoa  nala,  tbe  ewL  •        .        ■        ,        •lO* 

Coffee,  the  cwL IS 

Cortex  PemTtanua. — Sae  Bttk. 

OottM  wool.— Sea  Wool. 

Cottoa  yam. — See  Tarn. 

Cow  hidcb— See  Hidea. 

Oamota,  tha  cwt.     -        -        •        -  ■     •    6    9 

Daoia  raiaiiu. — 8eo  Baiaiaa. 

Fata  laiaina^— Saa  Bajalna. 

Kfa.  tbe  cwt 0    T 

Fir  timbar.— Sea  Timber,  in  Wood. 

Oaaeva..-~8ee  Spirita. 

Oinifer,  tha  cwt.        -        -        •        -        •    0     T 

Arabia,  the  cwt     -        -  ,      -        .        •    0  10 
Senega,  the  cwt.    -        •        •        -        -    0  10 
Bemp,  rough,  or  andraaaed.lhacwt.  -        •    0  IS 
Hidea,  tii  ;  Bnfialo,  bull,  eav>  or  ox  hides, 
not  tanned,  Uwed,  or  in  an;  way  drosaed, 

tha  hide         • 0    8 

lilap,  the  pound        -        -        .        .        -OBJ) 
Jesuit'a  bark.— Bee  Bark.  ^ 

Indigo,  the  pound      -        ■        .        .        -OS 
Iron,  in  bars,  the  Ion,  contabing  90  cwt    -SO 
Halp.  the  ton,  eontaining  SO  cwt        -        -    4    0 
Leiia  raiaina. — Sae  Raiejoa. 
Lipari  raiuna.— See  RaMlw.  • 

MabAfiany^See  Wood. 
Maaoa,  tha  pouad    -       -       •       «       •40 


Oil,  « 
Ordinary  oil  ofiditea,  iba  ton,  t 

S63  gallona 10  U    ■ 

Salad  oil,  the  gallon        -        -        -        -    0     1    • 

Ox  hidea^See  Hides. 

Pimento,  the  pound  ■        -        •        -         -OOS 

Pitch,  the  Uat,  contuning  IS  barrel^  eaeli 
barrel  not  exceeding  31}  gaDana    -         -    •    4    4 

Prize  goods,  m :  Gooda,  warea,  and  mcr- 
cbendiae,  taken  and  condemned  aa  pliia, 
not  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  armaO' 
nfadare  of  any  country  or  place  wiAn 
tha  limha  of  lite  charter  granted  to  Ifa 
United  CoTDpanv  of  Merchatite  ofBBglBal 
trading  to  (he  Eaat  Indiea,  and  not  Eioag 
pwlknJarly  enumerated  or  clni(Bd  irilh 
diity  in  thia  taibte,  for  every  £100  a£  th#- 
laiue  thereof NO* 

Prohibited  goada,Tii:  Gaeds,  wans,  or  aar- 
chaudiaa,  not  being  of  the  grawlk,  pro- 
duce, or  mannfaeuiie,  of  any  eowitry  or 
place  within  the  limits  of  tha  fjiartar 
granted  to  the  United  Company  of  Mer- 
chanU  of  England  trading  to  the  Baat 
Indies.fbr  eteryXlUOofthevalnethetcof  XO    0    • 

Quicksilver,  the  ppund       -        •        -        -019 

BeWidere  ralBins,  tha  cwt  •        -        •    0    4    C 

Denia  raisins,  the  cwt    -  -        -        -040 

Faro  rsiaina,  the  cwt      -  .        .         -     0     4     8 

Leiia  niains,  the  Cwt     -  ■        .          •     Q     4     • 

Lipari  raiaina,  die  cwt   -  -        -        -     0    4    < 

Smyrna  raiuna,  the  cwt  •        -        -060 

Of  the  BUD,  tha  cwt        -  .        -        -    0    9    4 

Mot  othfrwiaa  enuncralad  n  iliiaialliiid. 

tha  cwt      -  .        .04ft 

Raw  ailk^-Sea  Silk. 

Rhubarb,  the  peokd  -        -  -         •        •    0    ■    ft 

Rioa,  the  cwt •'•Sft 

Roain,  tha  cwt  •        -        -  .         ..Oft 

-Rum. — See  BpitltK 

Saffron,  the  ponad     -        •  .         .        -t%k 

Salad  oil.— See  OiL 

Senna,  the  pound      -        .  •         -         •001 

Bilk,  -m : 

Raw  ailk,  the  pound       -  .         .         .    0    9    < 

Thrown  ailk,  tha  pound  -  -         -         .040 

Waste  silk,  the  pound    -  .         -         .    0    •   0 

Smaha,  the  pound               -.-  .         .OOV 

Smyrna  raiaina. — Sea  RaiaiiuL 

Bpirita,  via: 

Bn&dy,  aingle,  the  gdlam  •         •    •    ft    t 

Above  pn-at,  the  gaNon  •  .         •     ft    1    4 

Geneva,  aiagla,  the  fnUon  •         •          -001 

Above  pr«a(  the  gaUatt  -  -         -    ft    1    4 

Bain,  wngle,  the  galkm  •  .          -     ft    0    8 

Above  proof,  the  gallon  -  -         -          -     0     1    4 

Of  any  other  kind,  aingle,  the  galloK  -    O    0    I 

Above  proof,  the  galluB  '  -         -          -     ft    1    4 

,    Brawn  or  Muacovadoithe  cwt         -  .     ft  IC  * 

Wbilo  or  clayed,  (he  cwU       -         •  -     0  H  I 

Tallow,  the  cwt       -  -        .         -07* 

Tar,  tha  last,  containing  13  barrala;  trntA 

barrel  not  aiceeding  ftl)  giltoaa    -         •044 
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Ortal  Srilnin,  France,  and  Spain, 


Article!.  Dutj. 

limber.— 8w  Wood. 

'obuco,  Itu  pound  •'        •        •        •00  1^1 

Niruenline,  corgman,  the  cwt.   •        -        -    0    3    6 

Vaite  *Ut— 8m  Bilk. 

fine,  of  ill  MrU,  the  Ion,  conUuniiig  3SS 
gillooa  •        •        •        -'•        •        •600 

Vood,  »i(; 

Mabogany,  Ibe  toi>,  eonUiniog  30  r.trt    -     1     0    0 
Hliti,  jirdi,  and  bowipriU,  tiz  ;  Six  inch- 
ei  in  diamiter,  uid  under  eif  bt  iocbe* 
tllBpi»CB    -         ....  .         -     0     S     0 

Eight  inche*  in  diuneier,  and  nndcr  tirelTa 

indiM  Ibe  pisee D  10    0 

Twehrg  IndiM  in  diamaler,  or  npwardB, 
tbfl  load,  containing  flftj'  adac  feet      -17    0 

Oan,  Ibe  ISO 3    0    0 

Umber  of  all  wrta,  the  load,  eonlainioK 
GII7  cubic  feet I     T    0 

^Dol,  viz :    Ootlon  wool  of  a]l  lotta,  the 
pound   --        -.-        -        -        -'009 

acdi.— See  MuU,  ia  Wood. 

srn,  Tiz:  Cotton  jam,  the  pound    -        -080 

II  olher  good*,  ware*,  and  merchandise, 
biTing  been,  or  which  are  tUowed  te  be, 
secured  under  the  legnlatiopi  of  the  43 
Geo.  Ill,  cap.  I3S;  U  Oea.  in,  cap.  87; 
and  4a  Geo.  lU,  cap.  137,  for  entj  £100 
of  the  produce  or  ainaantiif  the  duties  of 
cuatonu,  chargeable  on  the  inpoiutioo 
thereof,  by  43  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  OS        -        -  40    0    0 
For  the  several  siamptioDi  from  the  duties  charged 
this  table,  whether  relating  to  good*  exported,  or  to 
untrie*  or  places  to  which  goods  shall  be  elpoited, 

•  the  act  to  which  this  table  is  annexed.. 


table  of  duties  of  cDstomi  payable  on  the  exportation 
of  certain  foreiga  goods, .  wares,  and  DMrcbanillse. 
therein  enuoieraled  or  deicribed,  (not  lieing  aUo<*ed 
to  be  secured  under  the  regulation!  of  the  43  Geo. 
Ill,  cap.  133;  49  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  87;  and  40  Geo. 
Ill,  cap.  >37,  without  payment  of  the  duties  due 
thereon,)  not  having  been  imported  by  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  which  shall  be  expotled  fion  Great 
Britain,  exceptaa  is  provided  lathe  act  to  which 
this  tabh  is  aniieiei). 

Aitidei.  Doty. 

£     1.0. 

ichoi^foi every  £100  of  tlieinlB*  '49 

(inttto,  the  cwU 3 

-gol,  tba  cwt.  -        -        -        ..060 

ibee,  vu:  pot  and  pearl  sihe*  the  nrt>     -    0  10 
irk,  til :  oak  bark,  the  cwt      -        -        .01 

lT\vf.^-Sf  CotBi 

lan*. — See  Oont. 

■ef,  saltMl,  Ae  ttnU  •        •        -        •  0  Ifi    0 

ler  or  btgg.     Bne  Cnnii 

vad  01  biseut,  IhaMrt.  .        •        .        .  • 

itter,  the  cwt.  '•'••-  1 

ibl«a,  the  cwt  -  -         v  0  I 

issia  lignea,  the  paand   -        -        .        .  0 

leese,  ihe  owL        •        -  •        •  0  I 

■cbineal  dost,  die  pswnd  •        -        •  0 

•pper.  Till  oeppCT  in  bricin,  rosn  fi^pM 

cut  coppsr,  and  copper  in  ^Im^  ih* 

cwt.        -        -        -        -        -        -        -• 


Cordage  the  cwt 

Corn,  vii: 

'  wheat,  the  quarter 

rye,  the  qoaiter 

pease,  the.  ({nattei  • 

peeiu,  the  qBarlei  - 

barley,  the  quarter 

beer  or  bigg,  the  quMter 

o^ts,  the  qoarter    - 

whaatmeal  and  flovr,  tiie  cwt. 

Indian  com,  or  uaiM,  the  qnaitei 

oatmeal,  the  boll  ooattining  140  pooada 
avMntupoisBr  ISfi  pounds  Bcotehlmy  - 
Fish,  via: 

stock  fish,  the  130  .        -        -        .    I 

not  othenvise   enumerated  01  described 


Flax,  rough  or  undressed,  the  cwt,     -        -    I 
Flaxseed  or  Unseed, — See  Seed. 

Galls,  the  cwt. : 

Oianilta,  the  pound   -        -        -        -        -    I 

Indian  corn,  or  maize. — See  Cora. 

Iron,  vii:  pig  iron,  the  ton,  containing  30 

Isinglass,  the  cwt    '  -        -        -        •        -    I 

LemoDs,  the  1000 '. 

Linseed.— See  Seed. 

Madder,  vli; 
mull,  the  c<*L        ....        -    I 

root,  ihe  cwt. < 

of  any  other  sort,  the  cwt.       •        -        'I 

Oak  bark.- See  Bark. 

Oakum,  the  cwt.        -  '      -        -        •        •    ' 

Oatmeal. — See  Com. 

Oats^-See  Corn. 

Oils,  *ii;  seed  oil  of  all  sorts,  the  ton,  con- 
taining 363  gallons         -        -        ■        •  1' 

Oranges,  the  1000     -        .        -        -        - 

Pess. — See  Com. 

Pig  iron. — See  Iron. 

Pork,  the  cwt. ' 

Pniago^B.Tiz:  goods,  warea,  and  merehan- 
diie,  laken  sbd  condemned  as  prne,  not 
being  of  Ibe  growth,  produce,  oratsnu&c- 
tuTS  of  any  ooontry  at  place  witbia  the , 
tioiiU  of  the  charter  granted  to  the  United 
Campany  of  Merchants  of  Englaiid  trad- 
ing to  the  East  Ittdiei,  and  not  being  par- 
ticularly enaroented  or  charged  with  dvty 
in  this  tsUe— Ax  every  jCIOO  of  the  value 
thereof  -  

Rye. — See  Com. 

Safllowar.  Uw  ewt. 

S«lt,  tb«  bushel,  containing  H  poitnde 

Saltpetra,  the  ewt. 

Seed,  via;  linseed  or  flaxseed,  the  bufbal 

Seed  oil.~8ee  Oil. 

Spanish  wool.-^See  Wod. 

Tow,  the  ewt. 

Valooia,  die  cwL       .        -        -        •        - 

■Verdigris,  vix : 

eomman,  the  ponsd        -        •        - 
crystalliied,  the  pound    .        -        -        • 

Whest. — See  Corn. 

Wheatmral  and  Saur. — Sea.Coin. 

|Wuol,  Tix:  Spanish  wool,  th«  cwt.      - 

l^'erDtVis:  r»w  lintn  yam  wade  of  flax,  tha 


B    0.  0. 
ft  10.  0 
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For  the  MTenI  excmptiom  &om  the  datiM  chugad 
thii  table,  whether  reU.ting  to  goods  eipiiiteil,  or  _ 
coantiies  oi  pUeee  to  Hhidi  goods  ■boll  be  eiported, 
■ee  the  act  to  which  thia  table  ia  annaKwl. 


A  table  of  datiea  of  cn»lomB  payable  ontbeeipoitatJon 
of  gooda,  wares,  aod  merrbandiae,  b«ing  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufatture  of  anj  cooatr;  or 

eaee  within  the  limiti  of  tbe  charter  granted  to  the 
nit«d  Companj  of  Merchant*  of  En^and  trading 
to  the  E»at  IndJeB.  not  haTing  been  imported  by  the 
•aid  Company,  and  which  ihall  be  eipeHed  from 
Or«at  Britain,  except  t«  ia  provided  in  the  act  to 
which  thia  table  ia  atineied. 

Artiolea.  Duty. 

£     *.  d. 

Annatlo,  the  cwt      -       -       .       .       '400 

Araino  gum, — See  Omn. 

Arrack.— Sea  Splriu. 

BaodaDna  handkerchiela. — See  Handkerefaief*. 
Barilla,  the  cwL  -  '       .  .         -     0     S     0 

Bark,  »ii:  Jeniit'a  batt,  or  Cortei  Pernri- 

anua,  the  poand 0    6    0 

Brandj.^~8ee  Spirita. 
Bnfliila,  hidra.— See  Hides. 
Boll  hidea. — See  Hides. 
Calicoea,  Tti: 
white,  whether  plain,  flowered,  or  itilched, 

foreTery  £IOOoftheTalue  .         -  2B     0     0 

printed,  putilad,  atained,  or  drad,  for 
every  £100  of  the  value       •        -        -MOO 
Chn*  ligDea,  the  poand     •        -        .        '000 
Ohina  ware,  or  earthen  ware  J(ir  every  £100 

of  the  value  .        .        .        .        -SSOil 

1,  tbe  ponnd        -        -        .        -    0    0    0 
,080 

,      -  , -        •        -    0     7    0 

Cochineal  diut,  the  pound         -        -        -    0    3    6 
Cocoanuta,  the  cwl.  -        -        ■        -     I     0    0 

Coffee,  the  cwt.  -        •        -        .        -180 

Copper,  via :  copper  in  bricks,  rope  copper, 

ewlcMper,  and  copper  in  platei,  the  cwt.    3     0     0 
Cortex  PeTuvianua.-^^ee  Jesuit'a  bu4. 
Cotton  manvftctarea,  not  otharwiaa  enn- 
neraled  or  described,  for  every  £100  of 
the  value        -        •        .        -        .        -S6D0 
Cotton  wool. — 9«e  Wool 
Cotton  Yarn, — See  Tam. 
Cow  hidoL—See  Hidea. 
Dimity,  via:  plain  white  Dimttj,  for  evaty 

£100oftbe  value  -        -        .        -U     0    0 

Baithenware. — See  China  ware. 
Plai,  toagb  or  nndrMsed,  the  cwt     -        -    0  10     0 

Oalla,  the  cwt. ISO 

Otnger,  the  cwt 0    7    0 

Granilla,  the  pound  -        -        •        -        -OfiO 
Onm,  vii: 

^  Arabic,  the  ent     -        -        •        .        -0  10    0 
Senega,  the  cwt    •        -        •        -        -0  10    0 
Handkerchiela  of  nlk,  printed,  painted,  atain- 
ed, 01  dyed,  each    •        -        .        .        •016 
Hemp,  [ough  or  andreased,  or  any  other 
vegetable  iubatancaof  the  nature  and  qilaj- 
ity  of  undreaaed  hemp,  and  applicable  to 
the  aame  purpose,  the  cwt               -        -    0  10    0 
Hides,  vii:  bafblo,  bull,  cow,  oroi  hides, 
not  tanned,  tawed,  or  in  «iy  wa;  dressed, 
Ikehtds OSO 


Articles. 
Jesuit's  bark. — Sea  Bsik. 
Indigo,  the  pound     - 
Mace,  the  pound 
Maddier  root  the  cwt 
Manna,  the  pound     - 


CI,  the  I 


Muilini,plain,forevery£100ofthevtlM  . 
Jfanheen  clotha,  for    evety  £100  of  Ibt 

Nutmegs,  the  pound 
OiI,v!- 

of. 


.  the  ounce 
of  clovea,  tbe  ounce 
of  mace,  the  ounee 
of  nutmegs,  the  ounce    ■ 

Oi  hide*. — See  Hides. 

Pepper,  the  p«iiiid    -        -       -       -     .  g 

Prize  goods,  vtk;  gooda,  vrares,  at  ■irdiU' 
disc,  taken  and  eondemneJ  is  prii^  be- 
ing of  the  growth,  prodaee,  or  Bui&^ 
ture  of  any  country  or  place  vidua  ike 
limita  of  the  charter  grmtsd  to  (be  Ctt- 
ted  Company  of  Mercbinla  of  Enfiiil 
trading  to  tbe  East  Indiea,  and  not  pw- 
ticularly  enumerated  or  rWged  wilkda^ 
in  thia  table,  far  every  £100  oflknbt 
thereof 

Quicksilvsr,  the  pound 

Baw  ailk^-8ee  Silk. 

Rhubarb,  the  povud  - 

Rice,  tbe  cwt    • 


1   7   1 

Baffivn,  tlie  ponod 

Saltpetre,  the  cwt     . 

Senna,  the  ponnd til 

Senega  gun. — Bee  Gnin. 

Stlk,vii: 
handkerchief. — See  HandkerAiefc 
raw  ailk,  the  pound 
waate  lilk,  the  ponnd     .       -      . 

Spirita,  vit: 

arrack,  single,  the  gaDon 

arrack,  double,  the  gallon 

brandy,  single,  the  gsltiHi 

brandy,  double  the  gallon 

rum,  aingle,  the  gallon 

rum,  double,  the  gallon  - 

of  any  oUiar  kind,  angle,  Iha  gsUm 

Sugar,  rii ;  brown  or  Mnacovado,  the  ot  • 

White  or  elayed  the  cwt  • 

Tea,  viz:  black,  the  ponad 

Oreen,  the  pound       -        .       . 

Tobacco,  the  poand 

Waate  itik.— See  Silk. 

Wool,  via:  cotton  wool,  the  pound 

Yam,  viz:  cotton  yam,  tbe^nnd      •  ,   '  • 

Gooda,  wares,  or  metchamfiu,  not  paitin- 
larly  enumerated  or  described  m  Ihiltdle 
being  pmhitated  te  be  wora,  need,  or  eta- 
auned  in  Great  Britain,  for  tnrj'&W 
ofthevalOB »  t  •    I 

All  goods,  wares  and  mard|aAdiMk  <i  ^ 
growd),  produce,  or  mannbetafe  tf  aif 
cooDlf;  or  place  within  the  li«iti  offtt 
charter  granted  to  Ae  Doited  Coapagj 
of  Merchanta  of  Bn^and  trading  la  <b> 
Eatt  Indies,  not  parttealarly  ennountM 
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Ortat  Britain,  FYaitce,  and  Spain. 


ArtidM.  ~  Doty, 

or  deadibed  in  Am  table,  nd  not  hftTing 
been  imported  by  the  leid  OomptDj,  loi 
•teiyiCKK)  of  the  prodace  and  ainoiint  of 
IhoM  dntiei  of  cuitoiAa  iidpoeed  bv  the  4Sd 
Geo.  ill,  cap.  68,  on  nich  fooda;  warae 
or  merchandiaa,  rtapectiraly,  when  im- 
poTted  by  i1m  aaid  cempanj,  whkfa  aie 
due  and  nyaUa  when  the  aame  ate  taken 
oat  of  the  warehonie  br  the  porpoae 
of  being   mod  or  connuned   in   Qraat 

Britain 40    0    0 

For  the  BBTeial  eiemptionB  from  the  dntiee  charged 
I  thii  table,  whether  relating  to  gooda  eiported,  fit  to 
luntiiea  w  place*  to  nhicdi  goodi  ihall  be  exporlad, 
>i  the  act  to  which  Ihii  table  ia  annexed. 


riOBBi  R — IcitnietiDne  to 

ahipe  of  i*ar  and  priTalear*.    Oiran  at  Windaor,  tfie 

U&  dar  of  A[ml,  1808,  in  the  finly-edghth  year  of 

our  reign. 

Our  will  and  pleisare  ia,  tbat  yon  do  not  in- 
!rrujil  aof  neutral  vessel  laden  with  lumber  and- 
roTisions,  And  going  to  ■bt  of  oar  colonies,  la- 
nds, or  setilementi,  in  ihe  West  ladlesvr^oulh 
merica,  to  whomaoeTet  the  property  may  np- 
»r  to  belong,  and.  notwith stand iag  such  vessel 
lay  not  have  regular  clearances  aad  docDment* 
1  board;  and  in  case  any  vessel  shall  be  met 
ith,  and  beiii^  on  ber  due  course  to  ibe  alleged 
art  of  deatioBtiot),  an  eBdorECment  shall  be  made 
1  one  or  njore  or  the  principal  papers  of  sacb 
■ssels',  specifying  the  daitJnatioa  alleged,  Knd 
le  place  where  tfie  vessel  was  so  vi«iwd.  And 
I  case  any  vessel  so  laden  sball  arrive  and 
iljver  her  cargo  at  any  of  our  colonies,  islands, 
:  settlemeuta  aforesaid,  such  vessel  shall  be  per- 
litled  to  receive  her  freitclil,  and  (o  depart.  eKher 
I  ballast,  or  with  any  eoods  that  may  be  legally 
[ported  in  lUch  vessd,  and  to  proceed  to  any 
iblockaded  port,  notwithstanding  the  present 
latilities,  or  any  future  boitiliiiei  which  mav 
ke  place  ;  and  a  passport  for  such  vessel  shall 
!  granted  to  the  vesiel  fay  the  governor,  or  other 
•rsoa  having  the  chief  civil  command  of  sucb 
■looy,  islamli'or  aeitlement.  Q.  R. 


n  act  to  prohibit,  onti!  the  end  of  Ihe  neat  seenon  of 
Parliament,  die  exportation  of  cotton  wool  IVotn 
Giaat  Brilaiav— 14th  April,  IMS. 
Whereas  it  it  expedient  w  prohibit,  for  a  lim- 
;d  lime,  the  exportation  of  cotton  wool  from 
rent  Britain,  except  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
eniioned :  Bt  it  thertfan  enacted  by  the  King't 
latt  Exedlent  Majeaty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
td  content  of  tht  Lorda  wpiritual,  and  temporal, 
id  Common;  in  thit  freient  PaHiameni  a*tem- 
id,  and  by  the  aulhonty  of  the  tame^  That,  from 
id  after  the  patting  of  this  act,  no  person  or 
rsooa  whatever  Bhall,  directly  or  indirectly,  ex- 
rt,  carry,  or  convey,  or  cause  of  procure  10  be 
ported,  carried,  or  conveyed  out  of  or  from  aoy 
rt  or  place  in  Oreat  Britain,  oi  abalt  load  or 
10th  Com.  SdSBM.-55 


lay  on  board,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  laden  or 
laid  on  board,  in  any  ship,  or  other  vessel  or  boat, 
any  cotton  wool,  in  order  to  be  carried,  exported, 
otconveyedoat  ofanysuch  port  or  place,  except  to 
Ireland,  and  also  except  as  hereinafter  is  provided. 

2.  Provided  aheays,  and  be  itinrther  macted. 
That  it  ishBll  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty,  by  any 
license  under  bis  royal  sign-manual,  to  authorize 
any  person  to  eiport  frotn  Oreat  Britaio,  for  his 
or  their  own  aeaount,  or  for  account  of  anv  aa\h 
jeoi  or  aubjecla  of  any  Slate,  in  aibily  witti  Hia 
Majesty,  any  cotton  wool,  under  aach  regnlationa, 
reairiciioos,  and  securities,  as  may  be  apecifled 
in  the  said  license. 

3.  And  beUJvrlher  enacted,  That  all  cotlou 
wool,  which  shall  be  so  exported,  carried,  or  con- 
veyed in  or  laid  on  board  any  ship,  or  other  vea- 
sel  or  boat,  in  order  to  be  exported,  carried,  or 
conveyed  out  of  Oreat  Britain,  contrary  to  this 
act,  thall  be  forfeited;  and  that  every  offender 
therein  shall  forfeit  also  ibe  sum  of  forty  ghillinga 


Qreat  Britain  ;  and  also  Ibe  ship,  vestel,  or  boat, 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  exported,  or  in  or  upon 
which  the  same  shall  be  lad^n  or  laid,  in  order  to 
be  exported,  together  with  her  guns,  furniture, 
ammunition,  tacile,  and  apparel,  shall  be  forfeited ; 
and  the  tame  respectively  may  be  seized  by  any 
ofKcer  or  officers  of  the  customs. 

4.  Provided  aliea)/*,  and  be  it  Jurlher  enacted. 
Tbat  nothing  in  this  act  coataioecl  shall  extend 
to  prevent  any  cotton  wool  being  carried  coatt- 
wite  upon  any  certificate  which  snail  be  directed 
to  be  given  by  the  commissioner  of  the  customs 
in  that  behalf: 

6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  Tbat  all  pen altiea 
aad  forfeitares  created  aud  incurred  by  this  act 
shall  and  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  recovered, 
and  disposed  of,  in  such  manner,  and  by  such 
ways,  means,  and  methods,  as  any  peoalliea  in- 
curred on  any  goods,  shipt,  or  vessels,  forfeited 
for  any  oSence  against  the  customs,  may  now  be 
legally  sned  for,  prosecuted,  recovered,  and  dia- 
posed  of;  aod  the  officer  or  officers  concerned  in 
seizureaor  prosecutions  under  Ibis  act,  shall  be 
entitled  to  and  receive  such  share  of  the  prodace 
arising  from  ibe  seizures  as  ihey  are  now  by  law 
entitled  to,  upon  prosecution  of  seizures  for  un- 
lawful importation,  and  to  such  share  of  the  pro- 
duce arititig  from  aoy  pecuniary  fine  or  penalty, 
nr  composition  paid  for  any  ofieoce  aninst  tbia 
act,  as  loey  are  now  b^  any  law  or  regmation  en- 
titled to  upon  prosecution  tor  pecuniary  penalties. 

6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  personal 
actions  and  suit),  indictment!,  informations,  and 
all  prosecutions  aod  proeeediDgs  whatsoever, 
which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  prosecuted 
or  commenced  against  any  person  or  persons,  for 
having  refused  to  receive  any  entry  or  entries  for 
the  exportation  of  anv  cotton  wool,  or  to  clear 
out  any  ship  or  vessel  ladeji  with  cotton  wool  in- 
tended to  he  exported  before  the  pasiiing  of  thia 
aei,  are  aitd  shall  be  discharged  aad  mada  void 
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m 


by  virtue  of  ihii  ad ;  nnd  that  if  any  iieiioD  or 
■uil  EbalL  be  prosecuted  or  commenced  asaiitM 
aor  person  or  peraoni,  for  or  by  reasan  ol  aajr 
■uch  aci,  iniiieT,  oi  thing,  he^  she,  or  Uiey  may 
plead  ihe  ficnerai  issue,  and  give  ibis  act  aod  the 
specinl  mailer  ia  evidencej  and  if  ibe  plaiatiff 
or  plainliffa,  io  any  action  or  sjit  so  tg  be  prose- 
cuted or  commeoced,  shall  become  noni^uit,  or 
forbear  further  prosecuiioa,  or  suffer  discooiinu- 
ance,  of  if  a  verdict  pusagainit  such  plainiitTor 
plaioiiffs,  the  defendant  or  dereudaats  sbal!  re- 
cover bis,  her,  or  their  double  costs,  for  which  be, 
(he,  or  ibey  »hail  have  the  like  remedy  as  io  cases 
where  ihe  costs  by  law  are  giren  to  ihe  defeodant. 

7.  And  be  t(  fitrlher  macted,  That  this  act 
may  be  altered,  ameaded,  or  repealed  by  any  act 
or  Bcu  to  be  made  ia  this  present  session  of  Par- 
tiameni. 

&  ilniibei(yurZA«rCTiacte<I.  Thattbisaetshall 
continue  and  be  in  forca  until  (he  and  of  the  next 
«es*iaa  of  Parliameui. 


An  act  for  naking  valid  cartuD  Older*  in  CsuDci),  aDd. 
warranta  of  the  Commisaianen  of  the  Treuuij,  Ibr 
tho  eDli7  and  narsbsusing  of  certain  goods  imported 
in  neutral  vesscli,  and  for  indemniljiDg  ill  person* 
ooncernid  iberein  ;  for  the  remitting  oE  farfeitures 
In  certain  caiiei ;    and  far  enabling  Hia  Majesty  to 
■How,  during   the  continuance  of  hostilitieB,  and 
until  (no  months  after  the  commencement  of  the 
next  aesaion  of  Parliament,  the  importation  of  goods 
from  conntrisa  from  nhich  the  Brittnh  Sag  is  ex- 
cluded, in  any  leasela  whateiei.    [April  14, 1808.] 
Whereas  several  neutral  vessels,  bound  to  pons 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  from  which  the  Briii^jh 
flag  has  been  excluded,  have  arrived  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  having  been  warned  or 
brought  into  such  ports  in  consequence  of  Ml 
""  ■  siy'sO  •  -         ■■  -      . 

of  the 
iniilcd  Io  entry  for  home  coasumption,  or  ivare- 
lioused  for  eiponation;  and  other  parts  of  Kuch 
cargoes^  consisting  ofgoods  ibe  growlb,  produce, 
or  maTiurarture  of  countries  witliio  the  limits  of 
the  charier  granted  to  the  United  Conipaoy  of 
Merchant!  of  Eneland  trading  to  the  East  In- 
dies, not  imported  oy  the  said  company,  have  been 
warehouf'ed  for  exportation  only:  And  whereas, 
in  consequence  of  ihe  late  events  in  Portugal, 
wine  and  other  cammodities  liave  bet>n  brought 
from  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  PoriugHrin 
vessels  not  owned  and  navigated  according  to  law, 
and  have  been  admitted  Io  entry  or  warehoused 
in  Ibe  same  matiner,  and  subject  lo  the  same 
duties  only,  as  if  the  same  had  been  imported  io 
British  built  vessels,  owned  and  navigated  ac- 
cording 10  law:  And  whereas  cQch  goods  have 
been  so  eniered  and  warehoused,  in  obedience  to 
Orders  of  Council  and  warrants  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  His  Mfljfsly'a  trea.iury,  which  it  bas 
been  deemed  expedient  under  ibe  circumstances 
(o  issue  for  sufb  purposes;  which  orders  and 
warrants,  and  liie  proceedings  (hereupuD,  were 


Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  for  that  purposi , 
parts  of  the  cargoes  of  such  vessels  have  been  ad- 


no  t  Bt«  ho  riied  bylawi  buiiii,,ipriirtj^ 
Ihe  cireumitancea  thai  the  sameiiKniiLi. 
thorized  by  act  of^  Parliament;  sndTb.E^l 
pedieni  tba(  ihe  imporiaiian  ofpadi/rootw 
tries  from  whioh  tbe  BritiJifligii«riiiW(y 
be  allowed  for  a  limited  line  iaiifintiK 

1.  Be  U  thrr^ore  enacttdin/ On &A n^ 
ExceUent  Majetty,  by  and  wlk  Vk  aUnni 
cmutvi  of  Ihe  LorA  apirilval  mi  femmi  ad 
Commona,  in  Ihupnteni  Parlimittt  sinM 
andbyiheaulhority<^tht$inu.  Thtiiila^ 
porlalions,  admi-uions  to  enity,  iiMrrtii)(Bii.f, 
homeconsuinp[ionorforexpotialion,udiram| 
in  warehouses  ^oodsof  the  prod a«<ifiu^gi„ 
of  places  wiihin  the  limits  of  the  cbuinpicH 
to  ihe  East  India  Company  for  »pirau«it||; 
and  also  all  imporlaliwiBaBdidaiiaiigiiDfiiif, 
sod  warehousing  of  goods  and  NaaiAuHiioa 
ihedominioQsofiheCrowo  ofPanDpLvycbbn 
been  made  as  aforeaid,  befbrt  At  fm^^iit 
act,  wbalber  under  Orders  in  C<igiieil«rt)w- 
rania  o(  the  commissioners  of  ilii  imttir.M 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  bagoadiniiiiiiHlill 
persons  concerned  in  advising,  iooiif,  u  arri- 
)Dg  the  same  into  executioD  ibill  lK,udiie, 
hereby  indemoiSedaccordiDglri  >D)(biqiiiDy 
act  of  Parliament  to  thi  eoninrr DNniiiiwd- 
ing;  and  no  vessels, goods,  or MDininliiifSfiiiick 
hnve  been  admitted  ioentry,oriop^,a'vin- 
housed,  or  secured,  under  soy  HKbonlrtiiivw- 
rant,  shall  be  subject  lo  aoy  Miiire,(i(  ibt 
owner  thereof  be  subject  le  tajfti^jiiiiaan 
thereof. 

2.  And  be  U  further  emiitd,  Thii  il  slall  W 
lawful  for  the  in) po[Iei3,piD|iri!l«v,«UBS>fiin 
of  any  coodsai commodities ilwiat)UTc ho. 
nr  whicli  shall  be,  brought  isu  tsj  pon  •Ttb 
United  Eingdom,  id  any  iliip  h  le^  vkitl 
shall  have  come  in,  in  coDMqiieKe  of  isj  lin- 
ing under  tbasaid  Orders  is  CoauiLuiiur 
ship  or  vessel  wbiob  shall  have  niUf/imuj 
port  or  place  wilhin  ibe  respactiTeliBiufliB'- 
rated  in  His  Majesty's  Cider  iDCooultflta 
Iweniy-fiflh  dB.y  orNovember.oMilHiwitlU 
hundred  and  seven,  before  tie  rwpxlin'")' 
specified  in  the  said  order,  on  or  ifiwv^l»P 
the  vessels  sailing  from  suchpOfU  O'P'"^''' 
'to  be  deemed  to  have  received  nclice  of  il"™* 
■aid  order  of  the  eieveatb  day  of  Noifdttti* 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ieTeii.<ii>ll'^'^ 
-and  land -any  BOch  goonli  oreo^o^ii'tC" 
for  ib«  sur|iaae  of  Becoriog  ibe  »>'  "^Vt 
bouses  for  eiportaiion.oron  paynwattii""^ 
duties  of  coaioms  and  excise  due  tbtma,"''' 
case  may  warranCi  and  that  iHnliipor'(wl« 
arriving  ar  aforeswd  shiUbe  li«UeIa^«f'|lill-- 
o^  the  ownei's  or  proprietors  ihwHif  10 "IP* 
ally,  by  reasoa  of  such  ship  or  ra«t  Mi  **[ 
bulU,  owned,  or  navigated  actordiaiio  >*'' 
not  being  ia  any  other  reapeot  legalif  »"l"** 
to  import  into  Ibis  Kinadoiaihe  »«>  !■"* 
modities  of  which  the  cargo  shall  m»>«';^ 
shall  aDy^oodBorcoi]imadiiiei,beiBjF*n/"^ 
cargo  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  so  bro^'^, 
aforesaid,  be  liable  to  forfeiinrt, 
(hereof  to  any  p<>qntiy,  by 
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loodtot  eommadiiiei' being  in  packages  not  al- 
otred  hf  lanr,  or  fur  l>eiri^  ia  tay  other  minner 
irohibiled  lo  be  imported  iDlo  tbu  kingdom,  aoy 
aw,  cutioiD,  or  luage,  to  the  eoomtrjr  obiwiih- 
UDiiing. 

3.  And  be  U  fitrthtr  atacted,  That  it  ifaall  be 
awful  for  His  Miijexr,  b^  Order  Id  Coaacil.  or 
iceoie,  and  in  Ireiaad  for  the  Lord  Lieaieaaat, 
>r  other  Chief  Gtoveraor,  or  Qo^nnom,  and  the 
*ri»y  Council  of  Ireiaod,  by  Ordef  in  Council,  or 
ioeoie,  when  and  as  often  a*  the  same  shall  be 
udged  expedient,  lo  permit,  during  the  con:lint)- 
iDce  of  hostiliite*,  and  aniil  two  muniha  after  die 
wnimeneementof  the  DcxtMesioD  of.ParliameDt, 
iDf  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  ihall 
)e  specified  in  auch  Order  in  Counojl,  or  licenac, 
o  be  imported  into  aay  poet  of  Cheat  Britain  or 
relaod,  respec lively,  from  any  port  or  place  from 
vhich  the  Bciiiah  flag  ia  eicludedi,  in  ao]r  ship  or 
ressel  belonging  to  anjr  couDlrf .  whether  in  amitr 
rilb  Hi«  Majesty  or  not ;  any  taw  in  force  in  the 
jiiited  Kiagdom^ar  in  Qieat  Britain,  Ar  Ireland, 
eaprctively,  to  the  contrary  in  anywae  ootwitli- 
ilaiiding. 

4.  Provided  alwaa/»,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
ained  uhall  esiend,  or  be  conatrued  lo  extead,  to 
'XeiopC  from  seizute  any  gooda  w  commodities 
vbich  shall  be  unshipped,  or  atcempied  to  be  "- 
ibipped,  for  the  purpose -of  being  illegally  t 
leyed  on  shore,  or  before  due  entry  ahali  hare 
>eeo  made  thereof. 

5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  may 
le  altered,  amended,  or  repealed,  by  any  act  or 
kctG  to  be  passed  in  ihis.seaaiaa  of  Parliament. 

Hr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Ptnknej.  - 

FoREioN  Ofhcb,  Moji  4,  180B. 

The  ondersigneJ,  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
'elury  of  State  for  Foreign  ASairs,  has  received 
3is  Majesty's  command  to  acquaint  Mr.  Piokney 
bat  His  Mnjesty  has  judged  it  expedient  to  r- 
ablish  the  most  rigorous  blockade  of  the  port 
Copenhagen,  and  of  all  the  other  porta  in  t 
aland  of  Zealand.  Mr.  Piokney  is  therefore  re- 
luesced  to  apprize  the  American  con&ulsand  i 
;hanls  residing  in  England,  that  the  entraaci 
ill  the  ports  above  mentioned  are,  and  mua 
•onsidered  as  being,  in  a  stale  of  blockade  ; 
.hat,  from  this  time,  all  the  measures  authorized 
ly  the  law  of  nations,  and  ihe  respectire  treaties 
Mtween  His  Majesty  and  the  diETerenl  neutral 
Powers,  will  be  adopted  and  executed  with  re- 
ipect  to  all  vessels  aiiempiiog  to  violate  the  said 
ttluekade  after  this  notice. 

The  uodersigoed  requests  Mr.  Pinkney  to  accept 
s  of  his  high  consideration. 


An  Act  to  Tsgnlate  the  trade  betwean  Oraat  Britain 

and  the  United  States  of  America  until  the  end  of 

the  neil  session  of  Parliament     [June  3»,  1B08.J 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  permit  goods,  wares, 

and  merchandise,  being  of  the  growth,  produce, 

sad  tnaBufacture  of  the  United  Sutea  m  Amer- 


be  imparted  diredlly  from  thence   into 

Qreat  Britain,  io   British  or  Araerican  ships  or 

seis,  snbjeet  Eo  socit  duties  only  &■*  are  payable 

the   like   commodities  when  imported  from 

other  foreign  countries;  may  it  therefore  please 

your  Majesty,  that  it  may  be  enacted : 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  King's  Most  Excellent 
Majeety,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consatt  of  Ihe 
L<^detpirUttalandtemporaiandCommf>n»,mtkiM 
pretent  Parliament  atsenibled.  and  by  ihe  author- 
ity of  the  tame.  That,  fron>  and  after  the  end  of 
the  preseat  session  of  Parliament,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  im- 
port into  Qr«at  Britain  direclly  from  any  of  the 
territories  of  the. United  Slates  of  America,  in 
British  bnilt  ships  or  vesaeln,  owned,  nari^taied, 
and  registered  according  to  law,  or  in  shipi  or 
Teasel*  built  in  (:oun{Tiea  belonging  to  Ihe  United 
States  t>f  America,  or  any  of  them,  or  ia  shipa 
or  resaels  taken  by  any  of  the  ships  or  ressela  of 
war  belottging  to  the  Oovernment  or  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  having 
commisaiorts  or  letlera  of  marque  and  reprisal 
from  the  GloTernment  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  condemned  as  lawful  prize  in  any  Court  of 
Admiralty  of  the  said  United  Stales,  of  which 
condemnation  proof  shall  he  given  to  the  Cam- 
missiooers  of  His  Majesty's  customs,  or  any  four 
or  mare  of  them,  in  England  or  Scotland,  re- 
spectively, and  owned  by  the  subjects  of  the  ^aid 
United  Stales,  or  any  ot  them,  and  whereof  the 
master  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  at  Itiasi 
are  subjects  of  the  said  United  States,  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchsndise,  the  growth,  production, 
and  mannfaciUreof  the  said  United  Stales,  which 
are  not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  imported  from 
foreign  countries,  and  to  enter  and  land  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  upon  payment  of 
the  duties,  and  subject  to  the  conditions  and  reg- 
ulations hereinafter  ibenlloDed  ;  any  law,  custom, 
or  ti»age,  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  noi#ith- 
standing. 

3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  such 
KOods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  inlpotted  into 
Great  Britain,  either  in  such  ships  or  vessels,  or 
in  British  built  ships  or  vessels,  owned,  navigated, 
and  registered  aecording  to  law,  shall  and  mar 
be  entered  and  landed,  tipon  payment  of  such 
duties  of  (bsloma  and  excise,  and  no  higher,  ex- 
cept as  herelnefter  is  provided,  as  are  payable  on 
gtwds,  wares,  and  merchundiseDfihelike  denom- 
ination or  description,  upon  their  importation 
into  Great  Britain  from  any  foreign  country; 
and  in  oases  where  different  duties  areimpoW 
upon  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  of  the  like 
denomination  or  description,  imported  from  dif- 
ferent foreign  countries,  then  npon  payment  of 
the  lowest  duties  which  by  law  are  now  required 
to  be  paid  on  the  importation  of  any  such  gotids, 
wares,  or  merchandise  from  any  other  foreign 
country:  Provided  alieaye,  That  where  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  are  imported  frura 
the  said  United  States,  In  any  ship  or  vessel  n,ot 
being  British  built,  owned,  navigated,  and  regi^ 
tered  according  to  law,  such  goods,  wares,  and 
tnerchandise  shall  be  aubject  ud  liable  to  lh« 
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dotie*  due  and  payable  od  simiUr  arliclei  when 
■o  imported  rrom  any  other  foTeign  country. 

3.  And  be  itfta-ther  enacltd,  That  any  tobacco^ 
being  the  growih  or  produciioa  of  auf  of  the 
terriloiiea  oT  the  Uoited  Slates  of  America,  may 
b«  imported  into  Great  Brilaiu  in  British  orAmer- 
ieaa  ihim  or  vessels,  owned  and  naTigaied  as 
hereiiibefore  required,  upon  payment  of  the  (ame 
dutieH  of  eustomi  and  excise  as  are  now  paid  on' 
tobacco  imported  by  British  subjects  from  any 
British  cotony  or  planlalioD  in  America;  nod 
that  any  snuff,  being  the  production  and  masu- 
laciure  of  aov  of  the  said  teiritoriei,  may  be  im- 
ported into  Ureal  Britain  in  manaet  before  men- 

'  doned,  upon  payment  of  aucb  duties  of  customs 
mud  excise,  as  snuff,  being  the  produciioD  or  man- 
nfictuie  of  Europe,  imported  from  Europe,  is  sub- 
ject to,  and  may  be  warehoused  and  again  eiported, 
■aeh  tobacco  and  snuff  to  be  subject  reapeciively, 

.  neTertheless,  to  all  and  singular  the  tegulalioos, 
Testrictions,  penalties,  and  lorfeitutes,  relating  to 
the  importation  and  ezporlatioD  thereof,  or  in  any 
other  respect  relating  itiereto,  of  an  act  made 
■od  passed  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty,  entitled  "An  act  for  re- 
pealing the  duties  on  tobacco  and  snuff,  and  for 
granting  new  duties  in  lieu  thereof;"  and  of 
another  act,  pssseil  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his 
present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "An  act  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  an  act  made  in  (he  last  session 
of  Parliament,  entitled  'An  act  for  repealing  the 
duties  on  tobacco  and  snuff,  and  for  gran  ting  new 
duties  iu  lieu  thereof,  or  of  any  other  act  since 
made  relating  thereto :' "  Provided  aiieayt,  That 
aach  tsbacco  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  manifest, 
ai  by  law  required. 

i.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  so  imported  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  shall,  upon  the  ex- 
portation thereof  from  Orsat  Britain,  be  entitled 
to  the  same  drawbacks  as  are  by  law  allowed 
upon  the  eiporlaiion  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer~ 
edaodise  of  the  iilce  denomination  and  descrip- 
tion when  exported  from  Qreat  Britain  ;  and  that 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  same  draw- 
backs and  bounties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
.  chandise  exported  from  Great  Britain  to  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
as  are  allowed  by  law  upon  the  exportation  of 
foods,  wares,  or  merchandise  of  the  like  denom- 
uaiion  or  description,  to  an^  of  the  inlands,  plan- 
latioQs,  or  colonies,  belonging  to  the  Crown  of 
Oreat  Britain,  in  America:  Provided  aivayt. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend, 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  repeal,  or  in  anywise 
tu alter,  the  duties  of  package,  scavage,  balliage, 
oi  portage,  or  any  other  duties  payable  to  the 
mayor,  commonaliy,  and  ciiiiens  of  the  city  of 
London,  or  to  th«  Lord  Mayor  of  the  said  city 
for  the  time  being,  or  to  any  other  city  or  town 
corporate  within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  repeal  or  in  anywise  to  alter  any  special 
l»iTilege  or  exemption  to  which  any  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  is  or  are 


5.  And  he  ^  Artfarenacfad,  Th.iittj,^, 
of  customs  and  excise  upon,  for.  inl  ii  re«. 
of  any  goods,  wares,  and  mer^btndijf  \^^ 
into  Great  Briuin  from  the  nid  UsiwaaB 
by  Tirtae  and  under  ihe  aoihoiiif  iifiiii„ 
shall  and  may  be  respeciively  minind,  um. 
uined,  raised,  leried,  collected,  uiwmlaii 
recovered,  allowed,  appropritirf,  md  t^ 
in  such  and  the  like  uiaiiDer,iiHiiDiirbjing, 
either  of  the  means,  ways,  or  Bi«li(iili,bjtiKi 
the  duties  of  customs  and  eiciu^  ind  dnihtb 
of  duties  of  customs  and  txcite  dju  ^/^ 
waies,  or  merchandise  of  the  noc  ions  n  bidi 
respectively  imported  from  or  Hponcd  igu> 
other  foreign  country  wereorniigbil(UDi{B| 
Bscerlaioed,  raised,  levied,  eaUetmL  lunral, 
paid,  recovered, allowed, appropritlH.tifijfM, 
and  the  goods,  wares,  or  mercliiDdiKsitritii 
act  respectively  made  Hable  to  ihc  ^^tak 
or  chargeable  with  duties  of  cnilMiifuincDt, 
or  so  entitled  to  drawback  ef  dutis  tJoiinDi 
and  excise,  upoD  the  iraportstioDlh(rE{(ig|g,a 
exportation  thereof  from  QrMt  BtiuiD,  «  « 
any  other  account  whatever,  lUi  i>,  ud  ikt 
same  are  hereby,  made  subjMl  iid  laUtiiiU 
and  every  the  conditions,  regalsli(a^ralu,R-  | 
slriotions, and  forfeitures.towkitk|Mdi,nia  | 
or  merchandise  in  general,  tBililaiiJIiilmti 
the  special  conditions,  rales,  ittfriUHiH  "f^  \ 
lions,  and  forfeitures,  mpMtiTtlf,uvUci  ibe 
like, goods,  wares,  or  merebauliK re^iiidy 
were  subjecl  and  liable  by  iif  k1  r  uu  <A 
Parliament  in  force  on  anil  iBBfdiiul)  Mw 
the  pausing  of  thia  act,  re^wiing  Ikt  reraiiio 
of  customs  and  excise;  aoitll  ind  tiiifpii, 
penally,  fine,  of  forfeiiure,<i(uT>*'i"°'H 
whatever,  for  any  offence  wluterfr  cmiaiiid 
against  or  in  breach  of  anyuiiituliiifPui'i' 
ment  in  force  on  and  imaudiiitlT  Mnc  ib 
passing  of  this  act,  made  fra  MCirioeUr malt 
of  customs  and  excise,  or  far  tht  tcftliwa " 
improvement  thereof,  and  itie  lerail  ijw 
powers,  and  directions  iherein  cMUiiiiM 
and  are  hereby,  directed  sad  d«:liKitta»J 
to,  and  shall  be  respectively  tpplia!,  [wM 
and  put  in  execution  for,  andinrofMli^w 
several  duties  of  customs  aod  ^^ti*,"'^ 
backs  of  duties  of  customs  and  tvi\«-«"'\ 
charged  and  allowed,  in  as  full  and  snp'i"*: 
ner,  to  all  intents  and  purpose whut'i'i'l 
all  and  every  the  said  acts,  duuo,  |nx>><f^ 
powers,  directions,  fines,  piiiw,  pmilUQ,*'!* 
feiturea,  were  particularly  tepeiiedmiw"^ 
ed  in  the  body  of  this  act  | 

5.  Promdedaiv>ayt,aJidUitmi^i<»\ 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  Hii Mij«Mrff * 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Cooscil,  tf^ 
Order  in  Council,  or  by  any  pw!''^""!* 
for  that  purpose,  to  cause  the  C^Jf^  * 
act  to  be  suspended  for  such  limewHwMiF 
his  heirs.  aodsuecessors.maydeenKi™'''^ 
necessary  ;  anything  in  this  att  to  ihiHKVl 
notwithstanding.  ,.  __;,» 

7.  .*ndfat(/tf*ft«-«ia<a«i,Tliittb»w*;  ; 
continue  in  force  to  the  end  of  tlie«Bl*^ 
of  Parliament, 
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y  the  Honorabla  Sir  Alexander  Cocbnnc,  K.  B., 
R(!ar  Admirml  of  the  Rid,  and  Commander-iii-chief 
of  Hia  HmJBilj'B  Rhipa  and  veoeli  omplojed  and  to 
be  emplojcd  at  Barbadoca,  Ab  Lsewud  Ii]ai]ib,.&c. 
Wbcreaa  an  ialimtiion  has  been  received  from 
le  right  bonorable  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagb, 
ie  of  His  Majesty'*  principal  Secretaries  of 
tate,  that  llie  stricteat  tural  blockade  i*  10  be 
iiablished  over  tbe  leeward  Freocb  Caribbean 
lands;  ibe  several  eapiaini,  comauBderB,  and 
>mniaadiDg  officers  under  mf  orders,  are  hereby 
ithorized  and  directed  to  stop  all  neutral  Teasels 
>stined  for  any  of  the  ports  of  tbe  said  islands; 
id  if  liiey  shall  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
lisleoce  of  the  blockade,  and  hare  oo  enemy's 
■operty  on  board,  Ibe  masters  of  anch  neutral 
essels  shall  be  apprized  thereof,  and  warned  not 
I  proceed  to  such  porta,  and  a  DOtice  written  to 
lat  effect  upon  one  or  ipore  of  the  principal 
lip's  papers. 

But  if  a  neutral  Vessel  shall  appear  to  be  so 
arned,  or  to  be  oiherwise  inAiTmeil  of  the  esiit- 
iceof  the  blockade,  orlo  have  sailed  froai  her  last 
flaring  port  after  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed 
ml  ihis  notification  might  have  heea  made  pub- 
e  there,  and  yet  be  found  attempting  or  inieod- 
ig  to  enter  either  of  the  ports  of  the  said  islands, 
ich  vessel  shall  be  seized  and  sent  into  port  fur 
gal  adjudication.  And  with  respectto  neutral 
iBseh  coming  out  of  said  ports,  having  any  colo- 
ial  produce,  goods,  or  meiehandise  on  boaid, 
spearing  to  have  been  tadpo  after  knowledge  of 
le  blockade,  such  vessels  shall,  in  lilie  manner, 
!  seized  apd  sent  in  for  legal  adjadleaiion. 
Qiven  on  board  the  Belleisle,  Carlisle  bay, 
arbadoes,  October  14,  1S08. 

ALEXANDER  COCHRANE. 
By  cotamand  of  tbe  Rear-Admiral : 
JOHN  e.  TRACEY. 

U.—T7ie  Dtcnu  of  France. 
17S3,  May  9.  Authorizes  French  vessels  to  ar- 

St  and  bring  rnto  the  ports  of  the  Republic  ves- 
ts laden  with  provisions  destined  for  an  enemy 

>rt. 
1793,  May  S3.  Exempts  American  vesselsfrom 

le  operation  of  the  decree  of  the  9ih. 
1793,  May  28.  Suipends  tbe  decree  of  the  33d 

;'  May. 
1793,  July  1.  The  decree  of  the  23d  again  en- 

■rced. 

1793,  July  27.  The  decree  of  tbe  23d  of  May 
■peeled,  and  that  of  the  9th  of  May  enfotced. 

1794,  November  IS,  (25tb  Brumaire  3d  year.) 
re oeral  regulations ;  the  most  Important  is,  that 
lerchandise  belonging  to  the  enemy  is  made  lia- 
e  to  seizure  in  nentral  vessels,  unlit  the  enemy 
lall  exempt  from  seizure  French  metehaDdise 
milarly  situated. 

1795,  January  3,  fl4th  Nivose,  3d  year.)  Re- 
>als  the  fifth  article  of  the  above,  and  eiempls 
lemy  goods  from  capture  in  neutral  vessels, 

1796,  July  2,  (Uih  Messidor,  4th  year.)  The 
rench  will  treat  neutral  nations  a*  they  suffer 
lemselras  to  be  treated  by  the  EngUih.  , 


cation;  makes  necessary  rfiles d 'Equipages. 

1798,  January  18,  (29th  Nivose,  6ih  year.)  The 
characier'of.  vespers  to  be  determined  by  that  of 
their  cargoes. 

1799,  March  18,  (28ih  Tentose,  7ib  year.)  Ex- 
plains the  fourth  article  of  the  deetee  of  the  3d 
of.  March.  1797. 

1799,  October  29,  (8ih  Brumaire,  7th  rear.) 
Neutrals  found  on  board  enemy  vessels  liable  to 
be  treated  as  pirates.  ' 

1799,  November  14,  (24tb  Brumaire,  7th  year.) 
Suspends  the  operation  of  the  above  decree  of 
the  29ih  of  October. 

1800,  December  13,  (23d  Frimaire,  8th  year.) 
Repeals  the  first  article  of  tbe  law  of  the  (29th 
Nivose,  6th  year,)  18ih  January,  1788. 

1800,  December  19,  (S9th  Frimi '      " 
Enforces  the  regulations  of  the 
1778. 

1806,  November  21.  Berlin  decree. 

1807,  December  17.  Milan  decree. 

1808,  April  17.  Bayonne  decree. 


Sihyear.) 
1  of  July, 


'  Tbe  National  Convention,  after  having  heard 
the  report  of  their  Marine  Committee;  oonsid- 
ering  that  the  flag  of  the  neutral  Powers  is  not 
respected  by  the  enemies  of  France;  that  two 
cBi^oea  of  flour  arrived  at  Falmouth  in  Anglo- 
American  vessels,  and  purchased  before  tbe  war 
for  the  service  of  the  marine  of  France,  bava 
been  detained  in  England  by  the  Qovernment, 
who  would  not  pay  for  them,  except  at  a  prica 
below  that  at  which  flour  had  been  sold : 
That  a  vessel  from  Papenburg,  called  tbe  The- 


laden  with  divers 


,  commanded  by  Captain  Hendrick  Kob, 
onging  to  Freneh- 
n  been  conducted  to  Dover,  the  2d  of 
March  last,  bj  an  English  cutler; 

That  a  privateer  of  the  same  nation  has  car- 
ried into  the  same  port  of  Dover,  the  18th  of  iha 
same  month,  the  Danish  ship  Mercury,  Chris- 
tianlund,  Captain  Freuchen,  expedited  from  Duo- 
kirk  oo  the  17th  with  a  cargo  of  wheat  for 
Bordeaux ; 

That  the  ship  John,  Captain  Sbklaley,  ladca 
with  near  six  thousand  quintals  of  Amerieait 
whea^  bound  from  Falmouth  to  Sl  Mai o,  hat 
been  taken  by  an  English  frigate,  and  conducted 
to  Guernsey,  where  the  agents  of  ttw  Qovent- 
meni  have  simply  promised  to  pay  tbe  value  of 
the  cargo  because  it  was  not  on  aoeoont  of  the 


That  one  hundred  and  one  French  p 
of  different  professions,  embarked  at  Cadiz,  bf 
order  of  the  Spanish  Minister,  in  a  Oenoese  ship, 
called  the  Providence,  Captain  Ambrose  Briasctk 
bound  to  Bayonne^ave  been  shamefully  pillagea 
by  the  crew  of  an  English  privateer ; 

That  tbe  divers  reports  which  are  successively 
made  by  the  maritime  cities  of  the  Bepablie  a^ 
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noaoee  ihat  ibese  eame  anis  of  inhamaoily  aod 
iDJusike  ire  daily  multiplied  and  repeated  witb 
liopaniif  throughout  the  seas: 

That,  under  Kuch  oircumsiances,  all  the  righta 
of  naiions  beinff  violated,  tbe  French  people  are 
DO  longer  perniitted  to  fulfil  lovardi  the  neutral 
Powers  in  general,  the  tows  nhich  they  hare  so 
often  manifested,  and  which  they  will  constantly 
make  for  the  full  and  entire  liberty  of  commerce 
tnd  oaTigalioD.  decrees  es  follows: 

Abt.  1.  The  French  ships  of  war  and  prira- 
teers  may  arrest  and  brine  into  the  ports  of  the 
Republic,  the  neutral  vessels  which  shall  be  laden 
wholly,  OT  in  part,  either  with  ariicles  of  prOvi- 
(ion  betongioK  to  neutral  nations,  and  destined 
for  ao  enemy's  port,  or  with  merchandises  be- 
lotigirDg  Id  an  enemy. 

Art.  2.  The  merchandise  belonging  to  an  en- 
emy thai)  be  declared  good  prize,  and  confi&caled 
10  the  profit  of  the  captors ;  the  articles  of  provi- 
aiogs  belonging  to  neutral  nations,  and  laden  for 


Art.  3.  Id  all  cases  the  Dentral  vessels  shall 
be  released  as  soon  as  the  unlading  of  the  arti- 
cles of  provision  arrested,  or  of  the  merciiaDdises 
•eized,  shaJl  have  been  effected,  The  freight 
thereof  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  which  shall  have 
lieen  stipulated  by  the  persons  who  shipped  them. 
A  just  loderan  ideation  shall  be  allowed,  in  Jiro- 
portion  to  their  deteniiun,  by  the  tribunals  who 
are  to  have  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  the 

Art.  4.  These  tribunala  shall  be  bound  to 
transnil,  three  days  after  their  decision,  a  copy  of 
the  inventory  of  the  said  articles  of  provision  or 
mercbaodi&e,  to  the  Minister  of  Marioe,  and  noo- 
ther  to  the  Micistar  for  Poreign  Affain. 

Art.  5.  The  preseDt  lav,  applicable  to  all  the 
priaea  which  have  been  made  since  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  shall  cease  to  have  effect  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  Powers  shall  have  declared  free  and 
not  seizable,  although  destined  for  the  porls  of 
lbs  Republic,  the  articles  of  provision  belonging 
to  neutral  nations,  and  the  merchandises  laden  in 
neutral  vessels,  and  beloojing  to  the  Government 
or  citizens  of  France. 

Decree  of  the  Nstional  Conven^n  ef  the  SSd  May, 
whick  dedarea  that  the  venels  of  the  United  State* 
■re  not  comprehended  in  the  disponlioni  of  the  ile- 
craoffheMhirfMaj. 

The  National  Con  rent  ion,  after  baving  heard 
the  report  of  iheir  Committee  of  Public  Ssifety, 
Vishing  to  maintain  the  union  established  be- 
tween the  French  Republic  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  decree  that  the  vessels  of  the 
Onited  States  are  not  comprehended  in  the  dis- 
positions of  the  decree  of  the  9th  of  May,  eon- 
nrmably  to  the  *ixteeiiih  article  of  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  16 ih  February,  1778. 
True  copy  :  LE  BRUN. 

[NoTB.  It  appears  that,  on  the  28ih  of  May, 
t)tB  Co&venlioQ  pasied  a  decree,,  which  «o  fu 


repealed  that  of  the  23d  May,  aa  lo  place  jaa 
state  of  provisional  aequeairatioa  the  progeny 
seized  under  the  decree  of  the  9lh  May.  lb 
copv  of  this  decree  of  the  i!8(h  Hay  is  to  befotisd 
in  the  Department  of  Siatej 


Copy  of  the  decree  of  tlie  National  ConTcntuB  «f  Dm 

Ist  July,  1793,  secandjear  of  the  Preach  BcpaUk; 

which  eiemptafrom  the  ditpaailioiu  of  fbc  dMn*  <# 

the  SLh  May,  I7B3,  the  reneU  uf  tke  Unilrd  Stote. 

The  Convention,  after  baring  h^ard  thertnrt 

of  the  Committee  of  Public   Safely,  wirhfag  lo 

mainUin    the    union    esiablisbed    beiweea  tbe 

French  Republic  and  the  United  Slain  of  Adm- 

ica,  decrees  ibit  tbe  resaets  of  the  DdkH  Stjra 

aie  hot  comprised  in  the  dispositions  of  i^^ 

cree  of  the  9ih  of  May,  conroraiabty  to  tbe  tii- 

teenth  article  of  the  treaty. eoncladed  the  ethof 

(febrnary,  1778. 

Certified  conformably  to  the  oriinaal; 

DEFOHODE. 
[Note.  It  appears  that,  on  the  S7ih  of  Jaiy, 
the  Convention  again  put  iiv  force  tbedecTreoT 
the  9ih  May  j  btit  ao  copy  of  the  act  1^  whieh 
this  was  dode  is  to  be  found  is  the  Denartstent 
of  Siate.J 

Extract  fram  the  ReghrtOT  of  Aft«te  of  tbe  C 
Pablie  Safety,  Finance, 
35th  Bbdmairb',  2d  yeart^lie 

Republic,  (koeember  18, 1T94.) 

The  Comorittee  of  Public  Safety,  Commeice, 
and  Supplies,  order  as  follows: 

Art.  1.  The  TeweU  of  the  United  States  of 
America^  and  those  of  other  neutral  Powers,  shall 
be  permitliid  to  enter  th«  ports  of  the  RepuUie 
and  retire  from  them  when  they  please;  norsbalf 
it  be  permitted  to  any  constituted  amboriiy  ti» 
retard  their  departure,  or  to  oblige  tbe  capiaiai 
to  sell  their  cargoes  against  their  will. 

Art.  2.  When  the  captains  oi  owntn  of  nes- 
tral  vessels  are  disposed  to  sell  their  eatgeci  to 
the  public,  they  shall  be  paid  for  than  aceoiiias 
10  the  bargain  which  they  make. 

Art.  3.  It  is  eujoitied  to  all  the  cammandaats 
of  naval  armanents,  fleets,  divisiooa,  sad  sqnad- 
ronsof  the  Republic,  to  respect  and  caoseiobe 
leapecied,  upon  their  responsibility,  in  favor  of 
the  neutral  and  allied  Powers,  the  rigbts  at  tt- 
tions  and  the  stipulations  of  treaties,  confornag 
themselves  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  deoeeflf 
the  Convention  d'the  27ih  Jdy,  1793. 

Art,  4,  In  cODsequence,  ihey  areezpreBlysro- 
bibited  from  turning  these  vesaels  from  tWh 
course ;  taking  from  on  board  of  them  iheii  ca^ 
tains,  sailors,  or  passengers,  other  than  laldietsct 
sailors  actually  in  theserviceof  an  eoeBiy  Power, 
or  uf  seizing  the  effects  ot  merchandise  whick 
shall  be  found  in  them. 

Art.  5.  Are  excepted  from  the  protubitioaaa- 
taiaed  in  the  preceding  ariicle — 

1.  Merchandises  belonging  to  the  eaeroin^ 
the  Republic,  nniil  such  enemy  Powers  tsti 
baradeclareJ  that  the  ■nercbandusesofibc  Fieack 
shall  be  free  on  board  luntrai  vea*«lb 
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2.  Sueh  merchanilises  or  Ibe  neutral  Powers, 
ilso,  M  are  deemed  coDtTabandorwar.  and  under 
which  are  compriaed  all  arms,  instrumeots,  and 
nuDJiioDS  of  war,  and  ererykiod  of  merchandise 
ind  other  effects  destined  for  an  enemy's  port 
ictuall;  seized  or  blockaded. 

[Anicles  6.  7,  8,  and  9,  regulate  the  manner  or 
iroceedmg  where  neutral  vessels  are  brought  in, 
ipan  a  prssoidpiiaa  or  having  eoemy's  goods  on 
>oard.] 

Art.  10.  The  Commission  of  Marine  shall 
iresent,  withoul  delay,  a  statement  of  the  iridi- 
riduals,  born  subjects  of  the  Powers  wiih  whom 
he  Republic  is  at  war,  who  were  taken  before 
he  present  day  upon  neairal  v^easels,  that  paril- 
sular  artftis  may  be  taken  in  each  case. 

Art.  11.  The  indemnities  which  ar?  due  to 
be  captains  of  neutral  Powers  who  were  detained 
>y  an  embargio  at  BordeaaX,  shall  be  liquidated 
vitbout  delay  by  the  Commission  of  Marine  and 
Colonies,  coDforinable  to  an  arrSi  of  the  Com- 
niilee  of  Public  Safety  of  the  ITih  Germinal ; 
ind  this  commission  shall  render  an  account,  in 
be  coarse  of  len  days,  of  tbe  actual  slate  of  these 
lemands. 

Art.  is.  The  Comtoissioa  of  Marine  is  ipe- 
lialiy  charged  (□  receive  and  adjust  the  accouots 
jvhich  shall  be  presented  to  it  by  an  agent  of  the 
Joiled  Slates,  for  such  supplies  as  the  Americaos 
lave  rurniabed  to  the  adrninistraiion  of  St.  Do- 
ningo;  and  it  shall  take  the  necessary  measures 
o  procure  to  the  parties  interested  ihe  most 
)rompt  justice,  and  shatl  also  present  to  ibe  Com- 
niitees  of  Public  Safety,  of  Finance^  Commerce, 
md  Supples,  Ihe  result  of  its  operations  in  these 
espects. 

Art.  13.   The  Commission  of  Foreieu  Rela- 
ions  i*  inslrocled'to  deliver  a  copy  of  this   arrfit 
a  the  Minister   Plenipotentiary  of   the   Uniled 
States  of  America,  in  answer  to  his  raenxorial  of 
lie  9th  I^ruciidor  (September  3)  last. 
THURIOT, 
MERLIN, 
CAMBACERES,  ic. 


Bxtraa  from  the  Regialei  of  Airtla  ol  the  Committee 

of  Pablic  Safety,  of  the  Ulh  Nitom,  Sd  year  of  the 

Republic  (3d  January,  1790.) 

The  Commiltesof  Public  Safety,  considering' 
.hat,  by  iha  twenty-third  article  of  the  Treaty 
Dommeree  between  France  add  the  United  States 
if  America,  bearing  date  on  tlie  8th  of  February, 
1778,  it  is  agreed : 

1.  That  the  people  of  France  and  Arperica 
may  iHTigate  reeiproealiy,  in  complete  safety, 
wiiQ.  their  vessels,  and  without  exception  as  to 
the  owuera  of  the  merebaodiae  charged  upon 
luoh  vessels,  trr  as  to  the  ports  from  whence  they 
come,  and  although  the' Power  for  which  they 
may  be  destined  be  actually  at  war,  or  become 
ifierwarda  the  enemy  of  the  one  or  the  othi 
;ontraeiing  pan^ ;  that  Ibey  may  equally  navigate 
in  fiiH  safety  with  their  vessels  and  merchandise 
and  freguent  the  places,  ports,  and  harbors  of  fb< 
jacmies  of  both  nationi,  or  of  eitlier,  and  carry 


trade,  not  only  from  the  port  of  an  enemy  (a 
that  of  a  neutral  Power,  but  ajso  from  difierent 
ports  of  ihe  same  enemy. 

2.  That  ffee  vessels  sliall  make  free  zood^  and 
that  anything  shall  he  considered  as  free  wbictk 
ihall  be  found  on  hoard  the  vesels  of  either  con- 
tracting nation,  alibongh  it  belong,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  to  the  enemies  of  either  the  one  or  tb* 
other;  contraband  Always  excepted. 

3.  That  the  same  liberty  shull  be  extended  tt» 
those  who  are  are  found  on  board  free  vessels,  al- 
though they  be  the  enemies  of  eiiber  ihe  one  or 
the  other  contracting  nalioa;  and  in  consequence, 
that  such  persons  &hall  not  be  taken  from  such 
vessels,  unlets  they  be  soldiers  in  the  actual  ler- 
rice  of  the  enemy.    . 

Considering  that  Ihe  crimes  of  England,  bar- 
tig  given  to  the  war  of  despotism  against  liberty 
a  eharacter'of  injustice  and  atrocity  without  ez- 
ple  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  the  Nationat 
__nventioa  found  iiaelf  obliged,  in  using  tha 
right  of  reprisal,  to  decree,  on  the  dth  of  Hay, 
17S3,  that  the  veiaela  of  war  aad  cruisere  of  the 
Republic  might  take  and  conduct  into  tbe  porta  of 
France  such  veajt^la  of  ihie  neutral  Powers  as  ibey 
hould  had  charged,  in  whole  or  in  part,  wiin 
proviiions  belonging  either  to  such  Powers  or  tha 
eoemiea  of  France.  Soon  after warda,  ho VKver, 
and  on  tbe  Ist  July,  1793,  ihe.OooventioD  reaiored 
"  "  *  or  th$  disposiiiona  of  the  ireaiy  above- 
of  the  6Lh  of  February,  177B,  but  which 
were  again  revoked  by  a  decree  of  the  37th  of 
the  same  month,  in  respect  to  provisiuas  and  mer- 
chandises beloneing  to  an  enemy:  "poo  whicli 
latter  ground  it  naa  stood  since,  ieavioK  'he  pro- 
visions sad  merchandises  of  neutral  Powers,  in 
such  vessel^  free.  In  regard  to  which  tbe  Ftencb 
tnent  has  not  to  reproach  itself  with  bar- 
ited,  10  show  itselfjust  and  loyal,  that  the 
Cabinet  of  London  inigbt  revoke,  as  it  did  ^  long 
afleru'Bidi^  the  Order  given  by  it  the  prceed- 
:e  all  neutral  venseis  carrying  pro- 
visions or  merchandises  into  France. 

Considering  that  since,  and  nolwithatandiDg 
the  notoriety  with  which  this  Cabinet  continues 
to  insult  ana  violate  the  rights  of  neutral  naiiona, 
bv  causil^[  their  vessels,  charged  with  merchaa- 
dUe,  destined  for  the  ports  of  Prance,  to  be  seized, 
yet  the  National  Convention  has  enjoined  it,  by  . 
the  seventh  article  of  the  law  of  tbe  13th  of  this 
moBlh,  upon  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  strictly 
to  observe,  in  all  their  dispositions,  tbe  treaties 
which  unite  France  with  the  neutral  Powers  of 
the  ancient  coniinent,  as  likewise  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  declaring  all  articles  of 
a  contrary  import  in  any  other  lav  to  be  abso- 
lutely null  and  void. 

Fully,  therefore,  to  cary  into  effect  the  aald 
law,  according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning,  it 
is  hereby  ordered ; 

Art.  1.  The  Commission  of  Marine  and  of 
tbe  Colonies  shall  notify,  without  delay,  to  all 
the  commanders  of  armed  vessels,  divisions,  and 
squadrons  the  anicle  above-mentioned  of  tbe  law 
of  the  13th  of  this  month;  and,  in  coosequencfr 
that  they, are  to  consider  the  fifth  article  of  lh« 
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■rrCl  of  ihe  S5ih  Brumaire  lail,  which  ■ntborized 
Ihe  itizur«  of  mcrcha odiseo  belongiDi;  to  ao  «n«- 
■my  ih>t  ■hall  have  declared  French  property  on 
Ato%ti  sDcb  resseU  frer,  at  nov  null  and  Toid. 

Art.  3.    The  merehiDdJEea  called  cuntraband, 
■though  belonging  to  a  neuirai  Power,  shall  coo- 
tiDue  subject  lo  seizure. 
AsT.  3.    AH  arm»,  iD£lruroeDl!>,  and  muoitioni 


■  of  war,  of  every  kind,  bi 
Md  all  kind  of 


ir  equj 


-    jhandises,  and   olht.   ,„>„.„, 

deiiined  for  an  enemy's  port  actually  blockaded 
or  besieged,  shall  be  deemed  contraband  of  war. 
CAMBACERES, 
CARNOT, 
PRIEUR, 
A.  DUMONT, 
CHAZAL, 
MARET, 
PELET. 

DccTM  of  ths  EiacntiTa  Diractoiy  on  tha  eondnel  of 
Iha  flag  of  iha  Frnxdi  Rspablie  lowtrdi  aautnl 
■ell^  14tb  McHtdor,  4Ui  jeu  (M  iulj,  ITM.) 
The  ExecQiive  Directory,  considering  that,  if 
it  belongs  to  French  loyally  lo  respecuhe  treaties 
or  coDTeniions  which  assure  lo  neutral  or  frietidly 
Powers  the  commercial  adrsntagen,  of  which  the 
retult  oDght  lo  be  conimoD  to  the  coDiractine 
Powers,  these  same  advantages,  if  they  are  inrned 
to  the  benefit  of  our  enemies,  either  through  the 
feebleuesa  of  our  allies  or  of  neutrals,  throngh  few, 
from  riews  of  interest,  or  froin  kny  other  motive, 
voold  provoke,  indeed,  the  ineiecation  of  the 
ariioleEbywhieli  they  should  be  stipulated,  decree 
what  follows: 

It  shall  be  notified,  without  deity,  to  all  the 
neutral  orallied  Powers,  that  the  flavor  thcFrench 
Republic  shall  be  used  nsainst  neuiral-vessels, 
be  il  for  the  parpoae  of  confiscation,  search,  or  de- 
tention, (mnieoupreftenjton)  in  the  same  manner 
that  they  suffer  the  English  to  use  iheita  in  regard 

The  MiDJBier  of  Foreign  Relations  is  charged 


Decree  of  th*  ExeculiTe  Directo:7  ccncauiuig  the  obt- 
igtlion  of  oeutial  Tcnels,  loadsd  with  meichandiM 
belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  Bepublic,  and  the 
judgments  on  the  trials  rclatiie  to  the  lalidity  of 
maritinie  priie*.  I3th  Ventoee,  6th  Tear,  fSd 
Merch,  17BT.) 

TheEiecutive  Directory,  having ezamiaed  the 
Uw  of  the  OLh  May,  1793,  which,  forasmuch  as 
the  flag  of  neutral  Powers  not  being  respected  by 
the  enemies  of  Ihe  French  RepublTi:,  and  all  the 
laws  of  nations  being  violated  to  her  prejudice,  it 
is  no  longer  permitted  to  the  French  people  to 
falsi  towards  these  Powers,  in  general,  the  wish 
which  it  has  so  often  manifested,  and  wbich  it  will 
coosianlly  form,  for  the  full  and  entire  liberty  of 
commerce  and  of  navigation,  orders,  among  other 

1.  That  the  French  vessels  of  war  and  priva- 
teen  may  stop  «Dd  carry  into  tlie  potts  of  the  Re- 


public neutral  vessels,  which  may  be  found  loaded 
entirely  or  in  part  with  merchandiae  beloiiginglo 
the  enemy. 

2.  That  the  merchandise  belonging  to  the  en- 
emy shall  be  declared  good  prize,  and  confiscated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

3.  That,  in  all  cases,  the  neutral  vessels  iball 
be  released  the  moment  the  unloadingflfibe  mer- 
chandise seized  shall  have  been  effected;  ibalthe 
frvighl  chsll  be  paid  at  the  ratei  which  stall  hsre 
been  stipulated  by  the  freighieia,  and  a  jusi  io- 
demnity  iball  be  allowed  for  their  detention  by 
the  tribunals  whose  duly  it  may  be  to  take  ei^ 
nizance  of  the  validity  of  ibe  priees. 

4.  That  these  ttibunais  shall  moreover  be  boond 
(o  Iraosmit;  three  days  after  tdeir  jodgmeni,  a 
copy  of  the'inventory  of  the  merchandise  to  the 
Miailier  of  Marine,  and  another  copy  (o  ibe 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

5.  That  the  present  law,  applicable  to  all  prizes 
which  have  been  made  sioce  the  declaration  of 
war,  shall  cease  lo  have  its  effect  when  the  enemy 
Powers  shall  have  declared  free  and  not  seizablt, 
though  deatioed  for  the  pons  of  the  Republic,  tbe 
mcrcoandise  loaded  on  hoard  neutral  vessels,  which 
shall  belong  to  the  French  Goverament  or  its 

Having  likewise  examined  (he  law  of  the  27di 
July,  1793,  which,  in  mainlaiuing  that  of  the  9ih 
May  preceding,  here  above  recited,  orders  thai  iI 
should  have  its  full  and  entire  exteulioo,  and  ifaal, 
in  consequence,  all  other  regulations  which  may 
be  contrary  to  it  are  and  remain  repealed — a  repeal 
which  evidently  comprehends  the  law,  of  the  1st 
of  the  same  month  of  July,  by  which  th«  vesseU 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  had  been  ex- 
cepted from  the  law  of  the  9ih  May.  in  conform- 
ity to  the  fifteenth  article  of  theireatv  of  ibeGtk 
February,  1778. 

Having  also  examined  the  seventh  article  of  the 
lawofiheI3ihNivose,3dyear,(3dJaouary.l795,) 
which  enjuins  oo  all  the  agents  of  the  Republic; 
oa  all  the  commandants  oT  the  armed  force;  on 
the  officers,  civil  and  military  ;.  to  cause  to  be  re- 
spected and  observed,  in  all  th^r  arraDgementvihe 
treaties  which  unite  France  to  the  neutral  Pow- 
er* of  the  ancient  Continent,  and  (o  the  United 
Stales  of  America;  andadds  that  no  blow  shall 
he  aimed  at  those  treaties,  and  that  all  regulations 
which  may  be  contrary  to  them  are  ananlled; 
considering  that  this  last  law  does  not  derogate 
from  that  of  tbe  9ih  May,  1793,  save  only  in  favot 
of  those  oeairal  Powers  whose  treaties  acinally 
subsisiiflg  wiib  the  French  Republic  ace  contrary 
to  Its  regulations;  that,  consequently,  it  is  impor- 
tant for  the  inrormatiDa,a£welIor  Ibe  command- 
ants of  tbe  armed  force  of  the  Republic  and  of 
the  vessels  commissioned  by  it,  as  ofthe  tcibuaals 
charged  with  deciding  on  tbe  validity  of  ihe  prizw, 
to  lake  measures  for  preveniing  either  that  it 
should  be  aupposed  that  treaties  existed  which 
never  were  made,  or  that  treatiea  concluded  foil 
limited  time  which  is  expired  should  be  cnniid- 
ered  as  still  being  in  force,  or  that  iboae  whiek 
have  been  modified  since  their  fonnuion  ahoiii 
be  considered  as  yet  requiring  a  liieni  execmioai 
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ihit,  tolliia  last  dncriptioH  betongs  pariicularly 
(he  Treitf  of  Amity  and  Commerce  concluded 
tbe  6[h  February,  1778  between  France  end  ibe 
United  Slates  of  America  ;  [faai.in  effect,  hf  the 
second  artiote  of  thU  treaty,  French  and  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  America  mutually  engage  not  lo 
grant  any  particular  faror  to  other  nations,  in 
relation  to  commerce  and  uavigation,  which  does 
DOI  becotne  forthwith  common  to  the  other  party; 
and  that  it  is  added  by  the  same  article,  that  this 
aiher  party  shall  enjoy  the  Tavor  craluitously,  if 
ihe  grant  is  gratuitous,  or  on  making  the  saine 
:ompeQ!<Btioo  if  tbesranl  is  conditional;  that  ihua 
Ihe  provisions  stipulated  in  fa*or  of  England  by 
ihe  Treaty  of  Amity.  Commerce,and  Navigation, 
:oocladed  at  London,  19ih  November,  17B4,  be- 
tween that  Power  and  the  United  States  ol  Amer- 
ica, are  considered  to  have  oeen  in  behalf  of  the 
[i'rench  Republic  itself  i  aad  in  coDsequenee  mod- 
fylnff,  in  the  points  where  they  differed,  the  treaty 
lODChided  the  6th  February,  1778 ;  that  it  is  agree- 
ibiy  (o  these  provisions  that  the  French  Govern- 
nent  has  declared,  by  its  decrees  of  the  14th  and 
i8thMessiaar,4lh  year,(3daod  16th  July,  1796,) 
IS  it  is  IlkewUe  forced  to  do  at  present,  (bat  it  will 
ise  the  just  measures  of  reciprocation  which  it 
lad  a  (iebi  to  exercise  in  that  respect,  in  every- 
:h>og  which  has  a  relation  to  the  circumslances 
)f  the  war,  as  also  (o  the  political,  commercial, 
lad  maritime  interests  of  the  Freoeh  Republic; 
!hat,  consequently,  ids  necessary  to  settle,  fay  rec- 
jociUng  the  trealieaof  the  6th  Febraary,  1778, 
ind  Idib  November,  1794,  every  doubt  as  to  the 
;ase  where  this  right  of  reciprocation  ought  to 
ie  exercised: 

Considering  that  there  have  been  qaite  lately 
aised,  as  lo  the  manner  of  stating  the  proofs  of 
iroperty  in  the  ships  and  merchandise  pretended 
,0  belong  to  aenirals,  doubts  and  controversies 
ivhich  never  would  have  taken  place  if  the  provis' 
onsuf  the  ancient  regulations  relaii  veto  this  busi- 
less  had  been  beiierltnowQ  ;  that  it  consequently 
9. of  importance  to  recite  these  provisions,  and  '  ~ 
:ause  to  be  executed  the  fifth  article  of  the  Uw 
he  14lh  February,  1793,  which  has  maintained 
hem: 

After  having  heard  the  Ministers  of  Justi 
>f  (he  Marine,  and  of  the  Colonies,  decrees  what 
ollows: 

Abt.  ].  The  Commissioners  of  the  Ezeci 
directory,  near  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  Depait- 
iients,  shall  take  care  that,  on  the  trials  as  to  the 
'alidity  of  maritime  prfzes,  no  judgment  shall  be 
bunded  on  the  seventh  nriicle  of  the  law  of  the 
LSth  NivosG,  3d  year,  (2d  January,  1795,)  unless 
he  Minister  of  Justice  be  previously  consulted, 
n  cooformiiylo  the  third  article  of  the  law  of  the 
3(h  Flor6al,  4th  year,  (a7th  April,  1796.)  relative' 
a  the  treaties  in  virtue  of  which  some  neutrals 
night  pretend  to  withdraw  theml>elves,  by  means 
if  the  first  of  these  laws,  from  the  execution  of 
bat  of  the  9th  May,  1793. 

Abt.  2.  The  Minister  of  Justice  will  conse- 
jiieotly  examine  if  the  treaties  appealed  to  still 
-emain  in  force,  or  whether  they  have  been  raod- 
fied  eiDce  their  adoptioD.    He«h«U  be  furnished, 


fur  this  purpose,  by  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Re- 
lations^ with  all  the  information  (reniei'gnmenfa) 
of  which  he  shall  be  la  want,  and  he  shall  refer 
Executive  Directory,  as  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  of  the  Sth  Floreat,  4th  year, 
(27th  April,  1793.) 

Art.  3  Tiie  Executive  Directory  reminds  all 
French  citizens  that  the  treaty  entered  into  on 
the  6th  February,  1778,  between  France  and  Ihe 
United  Slates  of  America,  has  been,  from  ihe 
terms  of  its  second  article,  in  strict  rigfit  {depUia 
droil)  modified  by  that  Which  wa?  entered  into 
in  London,  on  ihe  19th  November,  1794,  between 
the  United  SiBteK  of  America  and  England.  In 
consequence,  agreeably  to  the  seventeenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Lnndon  of  the  19th  November, 
1794,  all  merchandise  belonging  lo  an  enemy,  Ot 
lot  sufficiently  proven  to  be  neutral,  loaded  under 
he  American  flag,  shall  be  con 6 scale d ;  but  the 
vessel  on  board  of  which  it  shall  have  been  found 
11  be  released  ami  reiurned  to  the  proprietor. 
s  CDJoined  nn  the  Commissioners  of  Ihe  Eie- 
ive  Directory  to  cause  to  be  accelerated,  by  all 
meaas  in  their  power,  the  judgnieat  on  the  trialt 
which  shall  lake  place,  either  in  relation  (o  the  va- 
lidity of  the  capture  of  the  cargo,  or  in  relatioa 
to  freight  and  demurrage,  (turettariet.) 

Abt,  4.  Aereeably  to  the  eighteentn  article  of 
(he  Treaty  ofLondon  of  the  19ih  November,  1794, 
there  shall  be  added  the  followingarticles  to  those 
declared  contraband  by  the  twenty-fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the'6th  February,  1778,  viz:  wood 
for  ship  building,  pitch,  tar,  and  rosin,  copper  in 
sheets, canvass, hemp,and  cordage, and  everytbiDg 
that  serves,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  (he  arma- 
ment and  eqoipmeot  of  vessels,  except  unwrought 
iron  and  fir-plank.  These,  several  articles  shall 
be  confiscated  whenever  they  shall  be  destined,  oc 
when  it  is  attempted  to  carry  them,  to  the  eoemv. 
Aax.  5.  Agreeably  to  the  twenty-first  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  London  of  the  19tb  November, 
1794,  every  individual  known  to  be  Americao, 
who  holds  a  commission  given  by  the  enemies  of 
France,  as  also  every  mariner  of  that  nation  ma- 
king a  part  of  the  crew  of  private  or  public  ship* 
(iiavira  OV  vaueeatu:)  at  the  enemy,  shall  he. 
Irom  that  act  alone,  declared  a  pirate,  and  trealea 
as  such,  without  allowing  binj,  in  any  case,  to 
show  that  he  had  been  forced  by  violence,  men- 

Abt.  6.  In  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  14ih 
February,  1793,  (he  regulations  of  the  iiUt  Oc- 
tober, 1744,  and  of  the  26th  July,  1778,  at  lo  the 
manner  of  proving  the  right  of  property  in  neolTal 
hips  and  merchandise,  shall  be  executed,  accord- 
I  their  form  and  tenor, 
consequence,  every  American  vessel  shall 
be  a  good  prize  which  has  not  on  board  a  list  of 
the  crew,  (rflle  d'iquipage,)  in  proper  form,  such 
as  is  prescribed  by  the  model  annexed  to  the  treair 
of  the  6th  Febrnary,  177S;  a  compliance  with 
which  is  ordered  by  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty- 
seventh  articles  of  the  same  treaty. 

Abt.  7.  It  is  enjoined  on  the  Commissioner* 
of  the  Executive  Directory  to  cati  the  severity  of 
Ihe  iribnnaU  to  the  fraudulent  maorauvres  of 
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every  ship-owner  callipg  hiin»eira  aeutral  Amer 
ion,  or  uiher,  on  board  a  veiAcI  in  which  sbBll 
be  found,  a>  biii  frequently  been  done  during  ihe 
preieot  war,  eiiber  niariiiu>e  paper*  [papien  de 
vfer)  in  blank,  (houjiti  tigard  anJ  )eiili;d,  or  pa* 
pers,  in  furm  of  letters,  cuntaioiog  the  sigoaiurea 
of  ioJividuala,  in  blank  j  or  of  double  paiiporia 
or  lea-lrtierB,  which  indicate  diflerentdeiiinaiioni 
to  the  vessel ;  or  double  iuvoicea,  bills  ot  ladiBfc, 
or  Bay  other  iliip  par^rs,  wfaich  assign  to  the 
whole  or  to  a  part  of  the  Mnie  roerchandbe  dif- 
ferent prnprieton  or  diflerent  deiitioaliao*. 

Art.  8.  From  ibe  rrgalalioni  oC  tha  prewDt 
decree,  that  of  ibeQih  Primaire  last,  (29ib  Novein- 
ber,  179S.)  concerning  ibe  freighta  and  drmur- 
rage,  is  referred  to  what  relatca  lu  the  demurrage 
onjV- 

The  preseat  decree  tball  be  iaaerled  in  the  bul- 
letin of  the  laws.  Tbe  Minictcra  of  Ui«  Marine 
and  of  the  Coliitiies,  of  JgsUce,  and  of  Foreign 
Relations,  are  eba^ed  with  its  tiecutioa-— each 
one  in  what  concern*  him. 


S9ra  Ntvos^  Otb  teir, 

ilStk  January,  1796.) 

After  having  heard  the  report  of  a  special 
commission  on  the  me&sage  of  the  Executive 
DircctoTf  of  the  15ih  Nivose,  rvlniive  to  Enslixh 
merchandisej  considering  that  the  interest  of  rhe 
Rejiublic  requires  lbs  mo»t  prompt  measures 
against  all  vessels  which  shall  be  luaded  with  it; 

Art.  1.  The  character  of  vessels,  in  what  con- 
cerns their  quality  as  neutral  or  enemy,  shall  be 
decided  by  ttieir  cargo.  In  con^equeDce,  every 
rrssel  found  al  sea  laden  in  whole  or  in  jiai  c  with 
merchandise  coming  iprovenant)  from  Eagland 
or  her  possessions,  shall  be  declared  good  prize, 
whoever  ma;  be  the  proprietors  of  these  produc- 
tions or  merchandise. 

Aiit.2.  Every  foreign  vessel  which  shall,  dur- 
ing her  voyage,  have  entered  a  pott  ofEngland, 
shall  not  be  aamiited  into  a  port  of  the  French 
Republic,  save  only  when  there  is  a  necessity  for 
ber  eotering  {dt  relicfie,)  in  which  case  she  shall 
be  bound  to  leave  the  said  norisosoon  as  the  cause 
of  heienteriigit((&  jareMcAe)bhall  have  ceased. 

DacTM  oT  the  EiacntiTe  DirectoTj,  in  evphnation  of 
thalofthe  ISth  Ventoae,  Ath  jear,  (Sd  March,  1797,) 
ooBoarDinE  the  aavlgatioil  of  neiMrst  vvwla,  of  the 
aSth  VenUM,  7th  year,  (Ifith  March,  1710.) 
The'Biecutive  Directory  having  examined  it* 
decree  of  the  12ih  Veniose,  5th  year,  (2d  March, 
1797,>  concerning  the  navigaiioo  of  neutral  ves- 
sels, loaded  with  merchandise  belongiog  to  the 
enemiesof  the  Republic,  and  the  judgmeat  on  the 
trials  ai  to  the  validity  of  marilime  prizes;  coa 
ajdering  that  the  fourth  article  of  liiai  decree,  in 
what  relates  to  the  rSfee  iPiqwipaga  with  which 
negiral  vessels  ouffal  to  be  furnished,  bas  had  im- 
proper iBIerpreiaitoas,  so  far  a»  concerns  the  T^e* 


iFiqitipagf  of  Anwrican  wmcIs,  mud  that  ii  is 
time  to  do  away  ibe  obstacle*  retailing  iberefron 
to  the  oarigalion  o>  tha  vtasela  of  that  uiioD. 

After  having  beard  the  Minister  of  Eiteriot 
RttlaiioQs  and  iheMinister  of  Justice  l(ecla^elba^ 
by  the  fourth  article  of  the  said  dvcree,  it  was  not 
undvralood  that  the  navigalion  of  American  ves- 
sels, rrlaiivcly  to  the  foria  of  Ihetr  rUetiTiqiti- 
pdfM,  was  subjected  toother  conditiMis  than  ibow 
imposed  on  all  neutrals  by  the  twelfth  article  of 
ifae  oidinaace  of  1744, and  by  the  ninth  ariieleof 
ihe26th  July,  177B. 

The  Miniiiers  of  tbe  Uarine  and  of  Jasiice, 
each  in  what  conerros  him,  are  cfaat^ed  with  ibe 
execution  of  the  preaent  decree,  which  shall  be 
insetted  in  the  bulletin  of  laws. 

Daona  of  Hm  Eiacutiv*  Dinetiirr  a*  Is  IbiH  wba 
coDipon  tha  craw*  of  iba  vumU  of  lh«  aencs  sf 
PrwiQa,  Bth  Brnmaim,  aavanth  year,  (OeUba  It, 
17SB.) 

The  EsecDtive  Directory,  oa  the  report  of  the 
Minisleriof  Eiterior  Relalioas,  considering  (iiit 
the  Aquadrons,  privkieert,  and  vessels  of  Eoghmd 
and  Russia  are  in  part  manned  by  foreigners; 
eonaidcring  that  this  violation  is  a  aaoifMi  abase 
of  tbe  law  of-  naiiortt,  and  that,  the  Powers  of 
Europe  have  not  taken  any  measures  to  nop  it, 

Akt.I.  Every  |wraon,  native  {wioripMun} 
of  friendly  countriea  allied  to  tbej'reoeli  Rrpub> 
lie,  or  neutral,  fauldiag  a  comniisino  given  by  tbe 
eneniie«  of  Franee,  or  making  part  of  the  ciews 
of  ibe  vessels  of  war  or  other  esemy  vessels,  shall, 
for  that  aci  alone,  be  declared  a  pirate,  and  treat- 
ed as  such,  witfaout  being  allowed  ia  any  case  to 
allege  that  he  was  forced  by  violence,  menaces,  or 
otherwise. 

Art.  3.  The  Exeentive  Direetory  oflbeBata- 
vian,  Lignrian,  Cisalpine,  and  Roman  RepnUiei^ 
shall  be  informed  of  ibis  measure. 

Art.  3.  Tbe  provisions  contained  in  tbe  irst 
anicte  shall  be  notified  to  ibe  Powers  aeniial  or 
allied  to  the  French  Republic. 

Dacree  af  tbe  French  Bt^oUie  on  lbs  made  of  enest- 
ing  its  decrees  of  Ih*  8th  Brutnalre,  7tb  year,  (IHl 
October,  1799.)  concerning  those  who  compoH  iJw 
orewB  of  eneuijr  veneli,  Mth  Brumaira,  7ih  jcsr, 
(I4tii  November,  IT99.) 

Art.  1.  In  execution  ofihe  third  antcleoTtha 
decree  of  the  Bxecutive  Directory  of  the  8ih  of 
Ibis  month,  the  allied  or  neutral  Powers  shall  be 
invited  to  tafce  the  necessary  measures  for  recall- 
ing,  within  a  time  which  shall  be  fixed,  those  mar- 
iners of  their  respective  Datioas,  acluallr  embark- 
ed on  board  the  vessels  of  war  or  otber  vcueU 
belonging  to  Boaland. 

Art.  2.  The  Ambassadors,  Ministera,  and  En- 
voys of  the  Republic  near  the  respective  Powrts 
shall  receive  particular  instructions  on  this  mb- 

Art.  3.  Tbe  period  of  the  executioD  of  tbedt- 
cree  of  tbe  8ih  Brnmaire  shall  be  deteimioed  lif  a 
subsequent  decree. 
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Abt.  4.  The  UiniBter  of  Exterior  Relatiooi  Is 
ch>rf[ed.io  make  mrran^emenu  with  the  Miniiler 
of  Marioe  ind  (b«  Colooin  for  the  exeeuticD  of 
the  prewat  decree. 

Law  which  rep«>i«  the  fint  articls  of  lint  of  39lh  Ni- 

T(w«,  6th  ;e&r,  (ISthJuiuuj,  1798,)  relative  to  mar- 

itine  cmiting. 

Article  1,  Tbe  first  article  of  the  law  of  the 
29(h  Nivo»e.  6ib  year,  ([ISih  Janunry,  1798,)  leU- 
tive  to  mariiioie  ciuisinz.  is  repealed. 

The  Consuls  of  the  Republia  order  that  the 
above,  law  shall  be  published  aod  executed,  aod 
that  the  seal  of  the  Republic  shall  be  affixed 
to  it. 

Done  at  the  National  Palace  of  the  CodsuN  of 
the  Renublic.  the  23J  Frimiire,  8lb  pear,  (13ib 
December,  1800)  of  th^  Rcpahlic. 

ROGER  DUGOS, 

SIETBS, 

BONAPARTE. 


6th  year,)  19th  Deceml 

The  ConiQla  haTiog  exHmiaed  the  law'  of  the 
.83J  Ptimaire,  Bih  year,  (13ih  Deeembpr,  1800,) 
which  repeals  the  first  article  of  the  taw  of  the 
29th  NiToae.  6tb  year,  <14th  January,  1798,)  rela- 
tive to  matiiinie  ctnisiog;  consideriog  that  the 
repeal  of  that  law  necessarily  renews  that  state 
of  the  taw  aolecedenily  existing: ' 

That  this,  as  fixed  by  the  ordinance  of  the  36ih 
July,  1778,  is  considered  the  most  proper  to  con- 
ciliate tbe  interests  of  the  Republic  with  the  righit 
of  neutral  Powers;  wishing  to  prevent,  on  the 
part  of  the  French  or  neutral  owners,  (arma- 
teurt.)  errors  or  interprets  I  ions  which  shall  eoun- 
teraci  the  views  undPr  which  the  law  of  the  29lh 
Nivose,  6th  year,  (I8ih  January,  1798,)  has  been 
repealed,  decree  what  follows ; 

Art.  I.  The  regaiaiions  prescribed  by  the  or 
dlnance  of  the  36ih  July,  1778,  cdncerDing  ihi 
navigation  of  neutral  vessels, n hall  be  strictly  ob- 
served by  alt  those  to  whom  they  shall  be  appli- 
cable;  but,  in  case  of  a  contravention  on  their 
part,  tbey  are  to  suffer  the  confiscations  and  cot]- 
dem  nation's  in  dainajces  fixed  on  by  the  saidordi- 
DRuee  and  the  laws. 

Art.  2.  TheMinistersof  Justice,  of  the  Marine, 
of  Exterior  Relations,  and  of  the  Finances,  are 
charged,  each  one  in  what  concerns  him,  with  the 
execuiion  of  the  present  decree,  which  shall  be 
inserted  io  the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 


Napoleon,  Emperor  of  tbe  Fieoch  aod  Kia^  of 
Iialf ,  eonsjoerini; 


1.  ThatEn^Biid  doe*  not  admit  tbe  risht  of 
atioDs  as  uDiversally  acknowledged  by  alfcivil- 

ized  people ; 

2.  Tliat  she  declares  as  ao  enemy  every  indi- 
idaal  belonging  to  an  enemy  State,  aud,  in  con-  . 

Bet|UB0ce,  makes  prisoners  of  war,  not  only  th« 
crews  of  armed  vessels,  bnt  alsoof  merchaot  v^ 
sels,'and  even  the  sonereargoes  of  the  tanie ; 

That  abe  extends  or  applies  to  mercbaoi  ve*- 

,  to  BTlioles  of  comtneroe,  and  to  (he  properly 

of  individuals,  the  right  of  caoquect,  wmch  can 
only  beapfdied  oi  extended  to  what  belong*  to  an 
raemy  State; 

4.  That  she  extends  to  ports  not  fortified,  tit 
harbor*  and  mouths  of  rivers,  the  right  of  block* 
ade,  wbieb,  accorditig  to  reaaoo  ana  tbe  UMge  of 
civilized  nations,  is  applicable  only  to  strong  oi 
fortified  ports ; 

5.  That  she  declares  biookaded,  places  befora 
which  she  has  nut  a  single  vessel  of  war,  although 
a  place  Ought  not  lo  be  considered  blockaded  Mt 
wbea  it  is  so  inveiied  as  that  no  approach  to  it 
can  be  made  without  imminent  hazard  ;  that  she 
drclarM  eVea  plaest  blockaded  which  her  united 
forces  would  be  incapable  of  doing,  snehasentira 
ceasts,  and  a  whole  empire ; 

6.  That  this  anequalted  abuse  of  tharight  of 
btoekade  has  no  other  object  than  to  inlermpt  thft 
conmonicatitMis  of  different  nations,  and  to  ax- 
tend  the  commerce  and  indnMry  of  England  upon 
tbe  vniu  of  (hoee  of  the  Continent  i' 

7.  That  ibis  being  the  evident  design  of  Bar- 
land,  wheever  deals  on  the  Continent  in  Engli& 
laerchandise  favors  that  design  and  become*  an, 
acooaplice;     - 

8.  That  this  conduct  in  England  (worihjr  only 
of  the  fiist  ages  of  barbarism.)  ha*  benefited  her, 
to  the  detriment  of  other  naiions  ; 

9.  That  i{  being  riebt  to  oppose  to  an  enentf 
the  same  arms  she  makeH  use  of,  to  combat  asab*. 
does,  when  alt  ideaa  of  justice  aad  every  liberal 
sentiment  (the  reaalt  of  civilizatian  amoogmen) 
are  dbregarded; 

We  have  resolved  to  enforce  against  England 
the  usages  which  she  has  consecrated  in  her  mnr- 

The  present  decree  shall  be  considered  as  the 
fundamental  law  of  the  Empire,  until  England 
has  acknowledsed  that  the  rights  of  war  are  the 
same  on  the  land  as  at  sea;  ibai  it  cannol  be 
extended  lo  any  private  property  whatever,  nor  to 
persons  who  are  not  military  and  until  the  ngfal 
of  blockade  be  restrained  to  fortified  places,  actu- 
ally invested  by  competent  force*. 


Impeiisl  Deem  of  the  Slst  November,  1800. 

Art.  1.  The  British  istaads  are  declared  in  « 
state  of  blockade. 

AaT.  2.  All  oammarce  and  eorrespondence  with 
iIm  British  islands  are  prohibitrd.  In  conaa- 
qaenee,  Icitersor  packets  addressed  either  to  Eag- 
laud,  to  an  EnglishOMo,  ot  in  the  English  lan- 
gnu«,  shall  not  pass  ibrough  ihe  post  offi««,  aaA 
shall  be  seized. 
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Chtat  BrUain,  Fiwiue,  and  Spaim. 


Abt.  3.  Brerr  lubimH  of  Bailaad,  of  wh»l 
nak  aod  eoodibon  aaetat.  who  «n«ll  be  foond  io 
the  eouDiriea  occupied  bjr  our  iioopn,  or  bf  tbose 
of  OQT  alliea.  ibatl  be  made  s  prUoaer  of  war. 

Art.  4.  All  maguioei,  merahaodiss,  or  prop- 
erly wbaiioever  beloDgiog  to  a  lubjecl  of  Sag' 
kcd,  ahall  be  declared  lawful  prize. 

Art.  ft.  Tbe  trade  ia  English  mercbandiae  ii 
forbidden.  All  merebandiM  beloniiog;  to  Eng- 
land, ot  coming  from  its  maaufaetonet  and  colo- 
nies, is  declared  lawful  prize. 

Art.  8.  One-bRlf  of  the  proceeds  of  the  coo- 
flicatian  of  the  merchandise,  and  property  de- 
clared eood  prize  by  the  preceding  arliclei,  shall 
be  applied  to  indemnify  the  raerebaDiE  for  the 
loMei  which  they  have  suffered  by  tbe  capiore  of 
mercbani  Testels  by  English  cruiien. 

Art.  7.  No  vessel  coming  directly  from  Eog* 
land,  or  from  the  English  colonies,  or  haring 
been  Aere  since  the  publication  of  the  present 
decree,  nfaall  be  recetred  in  aoy  port. 

Art.  8.  Erery  ressel  ooofraveDing  the  above 
clause,  by  meant  of  a  false  declaration,  shall  be 
seized,  atid  tbe  vessel  and  cargo  cooBscaied  as  if 
they  were  English  property. 

Abt.  9.  Our  Tribunal  of  Prizes  at  Paris  ._ 
charged  with  tbe  defioitive  adjudication  of  all 
eontrorersies  which  may  arise  within  our  Em- 
pire, or  in  the  countries  occupied  by  the  French 
army,  rdatire  to  tbe  execution  of  the  present 
decree.  Our  Tribunal  of  Prizes  at  Milan  shall 
be  charged  with  the  definitive  ndjudication  of  the 
aaid  controversies,  which  mav  arise  within  the 
extent  of  our  Kingdom  ofltaly. 

Art.  10.  Tbe  present  decree  shall  be  oommu- 
nioted  by  oar  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  to 
the  King»  of  Spain,  of  Naples,  of  Holland,  of 
Etruria,  and  to  our  allies,  whose  subjects,  like 
ours,  are  the  victims  of  tbe  injustice  and  the  bai 
barism  of  tbe  English  maritime  laws. 

Oar  MiniMers  of  Exterior  Relations,  of  Wai , 
of  Marine,  of  Finances,  of  Police,  and  our  Posb^ 
masters  Oeneral,  are  charged  each  in  what  coQ' 
oerna  hioi  with  the  execution  of  the  present 
deciee. 


Pasis,  Dtoemier  26. 
iHriMxt  DiEBiBy— Rajoindsr  to  Bia  Britsoaic  Ml 
jeatj's  Older  in  Couitcil  of  the  lltb  of  November, 
ia07. 

At  odb  Rotal  Palaijb  at  Milan, 
December  17, 1807. 

NapoleoD,  Emperor  of  the  French,  King  of 
Italy,  and  Protector  of  tbe  Rhenish  Confedera- 
tioo: 

Observing  the  measures  adopted  by  tbe  British 
Ooverament,on  the  llih  November  last,  by  which 
vessels  belonging  to  Qeuirst,  friendly,  or  even 
Powers  the  allies  of  England,  are  made  liable, 
not  only  to  be  searched  by  English  cruisers,  but 
to  be  CO  ID  pa  Isorily  detained  in  England,  and  to 
bare  a  tax  laid  on  them  of  so  much  per  cent,  on 
die  cargo,  to  be  regulated  by  the  British  Lagisla- 


Obaerring  that,  b^  these  acts,  tbe  British  Qdv- 
eranent  denationalizes  ahips  of  every  natioB  ia 
Europe;  that  it  is  ddi  competent  for  aur  Qovera- 
meot  to  detivet  from  iit  own  indepeodenee  and 
rights,  all  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe  haviiw  in 
trust  the  sovereignties  and  independence  of  tbe 
flag;  that  if,  by  an  nnpardonable  weakness,  and 
which  in  tbe  eyes  of  posterity  would  bean  indel- 
ible stain,  if  soch  a  tyranny  was  allowed  (o  be 
established  into  principles,  consecrated  by  uxsgt^ 
the  English  would  avail  themselves  of  it  to  assert 
it  as  a  right,  as  they  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  tolerance  of  Qovernment  <a  establish  the  in- 
famous principle  that  the  flag  (^  a  oat  ion  does 
not  cover  goods  and  to  have  to  their  rigfaiofhloek- 
ade  an  arbitrary  extension,  and  which  iofnniei 
on. the  sovereignty  of  every  Stale;  we  hare  de- 
creed and  do  decree  as  follows  : 

Art.  1.  Erery  ship,  to  whatever  nation itmay 
belong,  that  shall  hare  submitted  to  be  searched 
by  an  English  ship,  or  to  a  voyage  to  EDgland,or 
shall  bare  paid  any  tax  whatsoever  i«  ifce  Eng- 
lish Garernoieat,  it  thereby,  and  for  thaialaoe, 
declared  to  be  denationalized,  to  have  forfeited 
ibe  protection  of  its  King,  and  to  have  become 
Engfiah  properly. 

Art.  2.  Whether  the  ships  thus  deoaliooalized 
by  the  arbitrary  measures  of  ibe  English  Goverit- 
ment  enter  into  our  ports,  or  those  of  our  mlliet, 
or  whether  they  fall  into  tbe  hands  of  our  sbipi 
of  war,  or  of  our  privateers,  they  are  declared  to 
be  itnod  and  lawful  prize. 

Art.  3.  The  British  islands  are  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  blockade,  both  by  land  and  sea. 
Every  ship,  of  whatever  nation,  or  wbaisoever 
the  nature  of  its  cargo  may  so  be,  that  s«ib  from 
the  port*  of  England,  or  those  of  the  English 
colonies,  and  of  tbe  countries  oeenpied  by  Eng- 
lish troops,  and  proceeding  to  England,  or  to  the 
English  colonies,  or  to  conntrirs  occupied  by 
English  troops,  is  good  and  lawful  prize,  as  eoa- 
trary  to  the  present  decree,  and  may  be  captared 
by  our  ahipa  of  war,  or  our  privateers,  and  adjudg- 
ed to  the  captor. 

Abt.  i.  These  measures,  which  are  resorted  to 
■nly  in  iusi  retaliation  of  the  barba.roua  tysten 
idopled  oy  England,  which  assimilates  its  legis- 
alion  to  that  of  Algiers,  shall  cease  to  have  any 
effect  with  respect  to  alt  neiiotrs  who  shall  have 
'  t  firmness  to  compel  the  English  (Soreranitnt 

respect  their  flag.  They  shall  contioue  to  b« 
rigorously  in  force  as  long  as  thai  Qovernment 
ddes  not  return  to  the  principle  of  the  law  of  Da- 
lions,  which  regulates  ihe  relations  of  civilized 
Slates  in  a  slate  of  war.  The  provisions  of  the 
present  decree  shall  be  abrogated  and  null,  in  fact, 
as  soon  as  tbe  English  abide  again  by  the  princi- 
ples of  the  law  of  nations,  which  are  also  the 
principles  of  justice  and  of  honor. 

All  our  Ministers  are  charged  with  the  exeea- 
inof  the  present  decree,  which  shall  beinaeried 

the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 

NAPOLBON. 

By  order  of  the  Emperor: 

H.  B.  MARBT,  Sierttary  qfSlaU  . 
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Eilraet  of  ■  lettor  ftom  Oanaral  Anatboag  ts  the 
S«cr«tU7  of  fltale,  dttod 

.      Pime, -iprtT  33, 1808, 
Orden  were  girea  oa  the  YJih  iastaDi,  aad  le- 
ceived  feslcrday  ■(  the  imperial  cusiom- house 
here,  "to  seize «ll  Americaa  lesseh  now  in  t**- 
porb  of  Fraace,  or  nbich  maf  come  ,ialo  thi 

.  AprU  S6, 1B08. 
PoiUcrip(.-~I  have  ihh  'momant  leeeired  the 
rollowing  explaoRtton  of  thp  Bbove-mentiDQ«d 
order,  viz :  That  it  directs  the  seiiun  of  tcsmiIi 
eomjn^  into  ports  of  Fnoce  after  it ■  own  date, 
"  because  no  reMel  of  the  United  Statei  can  mnr 
Qavigate  the  seai,  without  infracting  a  law  of  the 
said  StatM,  and  ihua  fnrDiihiiig>  a  prMUmptlon 
that  they  do  lo  on  British  account,  or  in  British 
cooDexloB."    . 


Slate  relative  to  tbe  Bayoi 


"5 


Decreet  oftia  FreneK  Agent*  in  the  Wet  Jndita. 
'  1797.  Aagnst  1. — Makrng  hones  coDtraband. 

1797.  February  1. — Authorize*  the  capture  of 
neutral  Teasels  bQand  to  certain  West  India  i«l- 
aDd«. 

1797.  Norember  27. — Authorizes  the  cipluie 
of  Atnericaa  tessela  going  to,  oi  coming  fiom, 
Br>itlith  ports. 

1809.  February  5.— Declares  that  a]l  persons 
fouhd  OD  hoard  Tpssels  bound  lo,  or  coming  frora, 
nny  ports  in  His  pa  oiglo,  occupied  by  the  rebels, 
shall  BuBu  death. 


Considering  that  the  laws,  as  well  aoeient  as 
modern,  forbid  neutrals  to  carry  the  enemy  con- 
traband or  prohibited  merchandises; 

Considering,  that  notwith~tandin|^  the  com- 
plaints of  tbe  Minister  Plenipoteniiary  of  the 
French  RepnUie  near  the  United  Slates  of  North 
America,  of  which  he  has  informed  us  by  his  leir 
ler  of  the  3(1  July,  1796 ;  those  State*,  and  espe- 
cially Virgioiat  hare  fitted  out  Vessels,  loaded 
with  horses,  for  the  English ; 

Decree,  loat  from  this  day  forward,  all  vessels 
loaded  with  merchandises,  designated  by  the 
name  of  eontrnband,  as  arms,  iostrumenis,  rnnai- 
tioos  of  war,  of  what  kind  loerer,  horaesand  their 
furniture,  shall  be  stopped  by  tbe  ships  of  war 
and  privateers,  to  be  seized  and  confiscated  for 
tbe  benefit  of  tbe  captors. 

At  BAaaETEBBB,  Ooadiloope,  Aug.  1,  1796. 
Signed  on  the  register, 

VICTOR  HUQUES. 
LEBAS. 

Compared  with  the  register: 

VAUCHBLBT,  Acnftny  t^Mt  ilgmey. 


Consideriiw  that  the  porta  of  the  Windward 
and  .Leeward  islands,  as  well  as  those  of  Dema- 
rara,  Essequibo,  and  Berbice,  delivered  up  to  the 
English,  ooeupied  and  defended  by  emigrants, are 
in  a  state  of  regular  si^e,  and  not  entitled  to 
the  same  adfantages  as  tbe  porta  of  ibe  difiereat 
English  colonies,  possessed  by  that  Power  before 
the  war,  or  to  other  rights; 

Considering  that  it  is  against  every  principle 
to  treat  a  horde  of  insurgeau,  destitnte  of  coun- 
try, without  goverameot,  and  without  a  flag, 
with  the  same  respect  as  civilised  nations  pre- 
serve lowardA  leach  other  during  a  war ; 

Considering  that,  by- the  authenlic  acts  which 
are  in  our  possBsaion,  tt  is  proved  ibat  the  diren 

E laces  of  the  colonies  delivered  up  to  Ibe  English 
y  tbe  rebel  Frenchmen  and  Batavians,  no  nvora 
belong  to  tbe  British  Qoveroment  than  La  Veti- 
dee,  in  which  tbe  English  Ministry  had,  in  like 
manner,  mercenary  troops  under  pay ;  some  regi- 
ments clad  in  the  ssme  uniform  as  those  of  Eo^ 
land:  considering  that,  in  virloe  of  the  second 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance,  concluded  at 
Paris  on  the  6rb  of  February,  1778,  between  the 
United  Slates  and  France,  the  former  Power  en- 
gaged to  defend  the  American  possessions  in  case 
of  war;  and  that  the  Qavernment  and  tbe  com- 
merce of  the  United  Stales  have  stratigely  abused 
the  forbearance  of  the  Republic  of  France,  in 
turnintc  to  its  injury  the  farors  granted  to  them 
of  trading  in  all  the  ports  of  Ibe  French  colonies; 
That,  by  permitting  neutral  vessels  any  longer 
lo  carry  provisions  oi  war  and  of  subsistence  lo 
men  evidently  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  would  be  to 
proluog  civil  war,  and  the  calamities  and  crimes 
following  tbercfrom,  decree  ai  follows ; 
Abt.  I.  The  ships  of  the  Republic  and  French 

firlrateers  are  anihorized  to  capture  and  conduct 
Dto  the  potts  of  the  Republic,  nentral  vessels 
destined  for  the  Windward  and  Leeward  blanda 
of  America,  delivered  up  lo  tbe  English,  and  oe- 
cnpied  and  defended  by  the  emigrants.  These 
ports  are  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  Dema- 
rmra,  Berbice,  Essequibo :  and  at  the  Leeward, 
Port-au-Prince,  St.  Marks  i>Archaye,and  Jeramie. 
Ait.  2.  Every  armed  vessel,  having  a  commis- 
sion from  either  of  the  said  ports,  sh«tl  Im  repu- 
ted a  pirate,  and  the  crews  adjui^d  and  pun- 
ished as  so  eh. 

Aht.  3.  The  vessels  and  eargtws  described  in 
the  first  and  second  articles  are  declared  sood 
prize,  and   shall  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Abt.  a.  Every  captured  vessel,  which  shall 
have  cleared  out^  andu  tbe  vague  deoominatioa 
of  West  Indies,  is  comprehended  in  the  first  and 
second  articles, 

Aa-r.  5.  Tbe  decree  of  the  4tb  of  last  Nivose, 
In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  tbe  Ezeeniive 
Directory  of  tbe  14th  Mesiidor,  fourth  year,  shall 
be  ezecmed  till  further  orders,  as  far  as  shall  not 
be  coatravened  by  tbe  present  deciee. 
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Ovtat  ArtioAt,  Aoiim,  atti  Spain. 


TMb  decree  ahall  be  priaied,  irenieribcd  in-the 
icgitler  of  ihc  criminal  and  commercial  iribtmaU. 
•ent  to  all  the  Ffencb  coIoniaL  pons,  mii,  pub- 
lished, and  posted  up.  wherever  it  may  be  neeei- 
Mr^.  It  shall  be  notified  officiallr  to  tbe  neutral 
OoTernmeuts  at  St.  Croix,  St.  Tiiomas,  aad  8l. 
Bartholomew'!. 

BnjoiiiiDg  ibe  crimiDil  and  eommereial  triba- 
Dalior  OuadatDUpc,  tberr  drlegatei  in  the  diOer- 
■*ax  French  colonics  and  elxewhere,  tkc  Rfar- 
Adroiral  Commandani  on  the  Wett  India  itaiion, 
snd  the  head  of  the  Adminiitralion.  to  aid  in  ci- 
••uttBf  tbe  preMDt  iaene,  eaeb  in  bl*  MepMtire 
deparlmeKt. 

Done  at  BaNcterre,  bland  oT  Oukdalouiie,  lb* 
13lb  of  PlovioM.  5tb  rear  (Febnwrr  1, 1797)  of 
tbe  Francb  RepnUie,  one  and  jndifiiihle. 

VICTOR  HtJGUBS. 
LBBAS. 


Eitttct  from  tbe  R«BMt«r  of  tbe  RMoliree  of  tb«  Com- 
tniHiun  delegitod  by  Ibe  Francb  GavenuDBnt  to  Ibe 

The  Commission  tpsoIvfs,  thai  the  captains  of 
French  Qitioaal  TeueUand  privaieen  are  author' 
izej  loiiDpand  bring  into  tbe  ports  tiftbe  calonf 
Americaa  veiieli  bound  to  English  ports,  or  com- 
ing fium  the  said  poriK. 

The  Teiisels  which  are  already  taken,  or  thall 
be  hereal\er,  shall  remain  in  the  porta  of  the  col- 
ony until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered. 

Ai  tlie  Cape,  (he  7tb  Frimaire.  (27ih  NoFem- 
ber,  17(|7,)  in  the  fifth  year  ol  the  Fiench  Repub- 
lic, one  and  indivisible. 
Signed  in  the  record  of  the  process  verbal. 
LEBLANC,  Pretidenl. 
SANTHONAX,  i  CommiM- 
RAIMOND,         (    tiimen. 
PASCAL,  &c'y  General. 
A  true  copy : 
The  Secretary  General  of  tbe  Commisnioa, 
PASCAL. 

L.  Pannd,  OaMral  of  BrtgadS)  OamaabdH-ik-CbiBf 

of  St.  Domingo,  acting  w  Captain  Oanoral,  and 

■taberof  tbe  LcsioD  of  Honor. 

Biperience  has,  for  too  mnch  time,  tancht  ihc 

Ocaefal  that  all  kind  of  re^rd  and  modifieatioa 

towards  tbose  scoundrels  who  maintain  the  r^bcl- 

tfon  in  Hispaniola,  by  furnishing  pveryihing  ne- 

COMary  to  the  rebels,  against  tbe  will  and  appro- 

baiion  of  their  respective  Qovv rnmentt,  and  who, 

ky  those  acts  of  nopidity,  dishonor  the  flafi  they 

•ail  ander;  and  finding  the  npcessiiy  of  putting 

■  slop  to  rapacity,  and  to  treat  them  at  piratea, 


board  ot  any  vessel  or  vessels,  allies,  or  neutrals, 
boond  to  any  ports  in  Hiapaniola occupied  by  the 
rebels,  shall  siraer  death. 

Those  found  on  board  of  any  vessel,  altie  , 
neatrala,  coming  oat  of  any  ports  in  HispanioU 
oeoupied  by  the  rebels,  on  board  of  allies  or  oeu- 
trals.  shalUuffer  death. 

Abt.  2.  Tha  Ctencitl  informa,  that  ill  prisoB- 


an  iiaria  ia  those  diflemi  casn  ahall  be  briMekl 
into  one  of  ths  ports  of  Hispwtiata  ocoapied  by 
the  French,  to  be  tried  by  military  comiqissioe, 
which  is  loprODouuee  sentence. 

Abt.  3.  This  proclamation  thall  be  pnt  into 
execntion  on  ibe  Isl  Florfial,  (SIst  April;)  and, 
until  that  lime,  all  the  preceding  proclamations, 
in  order  to  prevent  all  rinds  of  eommiraicaiioB 
with  the  cMst  of  Hispsniola  oecDpied  by  the  reb- 
els, shall  b«  airiei4y  executed. 

A«T.  4.  Of  this  present  proetamuioa,  rcgisitred 
at  the  etdenial  inapeciioa,  one  bandred  eopiei  arc 
printvd,  ptiUiabed,  and  posi«d  up  in  all  tbe  chief 
plaoea  aroand  the  east  pan  of  Hupaniola.  aad  ail 
neceanry  slepa  ihall  be'lakea  lo  ii>  pubfetiy  ia 
all  thaisWds  and  coaiincat  of  Avtenea. 

Dona  .at  iha  headquarters  t>f  the  Oeaeral  of  SL 
Dominga,  tbe  16ih  Pluviose,  yeai  lb*  13^  (&ih 
February,  1806.) 

Tbe  Gknenl  Commander-iit-Chier,  acting  at 
Captain  Qenaral,  and  membei  of  ihe  Le^on  of 
Hoanr.  L.  FERRAND. 


III.— Oktsh  ijf  ^|Mi«. 
1800.  February  IS.— Blockade  of  Gibrahar. 

1807.  February  19.— in  imitation  of  tbeBeilia 

1808.  January  3.— In  imiutioo  of  the  Milan 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretair  at  State  of  Hia 

Catholic  Maiestj  to  ths  Minktsr  i'leaipstaBtioiy  of 

the  United  States  at  Madrid. 

Abjcnjubz,  Abnutry  15, 1800. 

Sir  :  The  King,  wishing  fo  lessen  as  much  as 
possible  the  evils  resullinf  lo  tbe.  nation  from  the 
■eaodalous  traffic  which  imny  of  bis  KubjeMs 
carry  on  with  Gibraltar  by  means  of  neutral  res- 
sels.  and  making  use  of  just  reprisals  agiiEiTl  ibe 
eeemies  of  his  Crown,  who  have  declared  the 
ports  of  Cadiz  and  St.  Lnear  de  Barramcds  block- 
aded, His  Majesty  has  thought  pryper  to  dcelate 
that,  from  this  day,  be  shoaM  conndcr  QtbialBt 
as  blockaded  ;  and  that,  nnder  thia  view,  all  cap- 
lurae  of  neutral  vends  going  lo  the  said  place 
should  be  held  aa  IcgUiiK^M ;  for  which  porpoie, 
and  ibatigaorane  mny  not  be  pleaded. Hb Maj- 
esty has  eutamyaded  me  lo  cooMDnnicaie  thts 
deelaraiioa  for  the  inforiBation  aod  goveramcal 
of  your  Covrt. 

I  pUcB  mysdf  at  roar  diiposiiioa.  and  pray 
Qod  10  preserve  your  life  many  year*. 

M.  LUIS  DB  URaUBJO. 

[Trsnslation.] 
ABAKJoaz,  FOnuay  19, 1807. 
By  the  greatest  outrage  against  humanity  aaJ 
against  policy,  Spain  was  forced  by  Om\  Brit- 
ain to  take  part  in  the  present  war.  This  Pow 
has  exercised  over  the  sea  and  over  tbe  commrrM 
of  the  world  an  exclusive  dominion.  Her  nuof- 
rous  factories,  disseminated  through  «1J  eountnrt, 
an  like  spODgca  which  imbibe  the  riehea  of  tkne 
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eoUbtfiea,  without  letfisx  ihtta  more  ibip  tbe 
appearances  of  rartcaiitlle  libertjr.  Froin  Ibis 
marittnie  am)  commercial  Jeipoiism  finglibd  de- 
t'lves  JniiBeDBa  rcMurces  for  carrying  oo  a  war 
whose  object  is  to  dealr.oy  ibe  commerce  whieh 
belotifiB  to  each  State  froni  ita  industry  and  hIi- 
uatioD.  Bxperiencebas  proven  ihai  (be  inaralLty 
of  the  British  Cabinet  ha>  no  heaitatioo  aa  to  the 
means,  bo  long  ai  [hey  lead  to  ibe  aceonipliib- 
ment  of  ita  designs;  and  whilst  this  Power  can 
«onliaue  to  enjoy  .llie  fiuils  oriiiinimeDse traffic, 
humaaiiy  will  groan  under  the  weight. of  a  deso- 
lating war.  To  poi  an  end  to  this,  and  lo  aitbin 
a  solid  peace,  the  Emperor  of  the  Freach  aad 
King  of  Italy  isaued  a  dnree  on  ibe  Slit  of  No- 
verober  last,  in  which,  adopiiug  the  principle  of 
rept'isals,  ihe  blockade  of  the  British  isles  is  de- 
termined on.)  and  biiAiubasiiador.-his  EieelJency 
Francis  de  Beauharnols,  Grand  Dtgaiiary  of  the 
Order  of  the  Iron  Crown;  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 
&o.,  having  communicared  this  decree  lo'  ifae 
KioK  our  u>aiier,aDd  His  Majesty  faeiag  desirous 
to  co-pperaio  by  means  taneiioned  by  the  rights 
of  reciprocity,  has  been  plea!«d  to  authorize  His 
Host  Serene  Highness  iKe  Prince  Qeoernlisiiimo 
of  the  Marina  Co  issue  a  circular  of  the  fullowiog 
tenor : 

A*  soon  as  England  commilted,  (he  horrible 
outrage  of  intercepilag  I'he  vessel*  af  the'  royal 
marine,  io'idiouiiy  Tiulating  the  good  faith  wiib 
which  pe»et  esaures  individual  properly  and  the 
rights  of  national,  Uls  Majesty  eansidered  himseir 
--  - ■■ — r  with  that  Power,  ahhough  his 
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London.  From  thai  lime,  and  without  the  ne- 
cessity df  warning  the  inhabitants  of  these  Kiog- 
doms  of  the  circumspection  with  which  ihey 
ovght  10  conduct  themselves  toward*  ihaia  of  a 
coDntry  which  disregards  the  sacred  laws  of  prop' 
erty  aad  the  lights  of  natioas,  His  Majesty  made 
known  to  his  subjects  the  state  of  war  in  which 
be  found  himself  with  that  nation.  All  trade,  all 
commerce,  ia  prohibited  in  such  a  situation,  and 
no  sentimeau  oughi  to  be  eotertained  towards 
such  an  enemy  wiiich  are  not  dictated  by  honor, 
avoiiling  all  iniercoiUKe  which  might  be  coosid' 
•red  aa.thaTtial  effr-ct  of  ararice,  operating  on 
the  subjects  of  a  nation,  which  degrades  itself  in 
thetn.  His  Majesty  is  well  persuaded  that  such 
aentiments  of  honor  are  rooted  io  the  hearts  of 
hts  beloTed  subjects ;  but  he  does  not  choose,  on 
that  account,  to  allow  the  smallest  indulgenoe  to 
the  violators  of  the  law,  nor  permit  that,  through 
their  ignorance,  they  should  oe  taken  by  surprise, 
auihonzing  me  by  inese  presents  to  declare  that 
'  all  English  property  will  be  conflicated  when- 
ever it  IS  fuund  on  board  a  vessel,  although  a  neu- 
tral, if  ihe  consignment  belongs  to  Spnniih  indi- 
viduals. So,  likewise,  will  be  eon&icsted  all 
merchandise  which  may  be  met  with,  altboDgli 
it  may  be  ia  neutral  vemels,  whenever  H  is  de* 
lined  for  the  ports  of  England  or  her  isles.  And, 
finally.  His  Msjesiy,  conrorming  himself  to  the 
iilMi  of  hi*  ailf  ihe  Boipeiw  of  ihs  Ffeiicb,  4a- 


elarea  iD>  his  States  the  same  law  which,  front 
princifiles  of  rB.:iprocily  and  nnitable  respect,  His 
Imperial  Majesty  promulgated  under  date  of  Ibe 
Sl^t  ofNovember,  1S06. 

The  execution  of  this  determination  of  His 
Majraiy  belongs  to  the  chiefs  of  provinces,  of  de- 
parimeota,  and  of  vessels  (baxelei;)  and,  commu< 
nicaiiog  it  to  them  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty, 
I  hope  iliejt  will  leave  oo  room  for  hie  royal  dis* 
pleas  oie, 

Ood  preaerve  yna  m^nv  vettrs. 

THB  PR.INCK  OP  MARINE. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  issue  the  fol- 
lowing Royal  Decree: 

jAHoaBT  3, 1S08. 

The  abominable  outrage  commiited  by  the 
English  vessels  of  war  in  the  year  1804,  by  the 
.etpress.  order  of  their  Oovernmeni,  on  four  frig- 
ates of  my  royal  nar.y,  whieh,  navigating  undct 
the  full  aecuritv  of  peace,  were  iniquitously  sur- 
prised, attacked,  and  captured,  determined  me  to 
brenk  off  all  conneiion  with  the  British  Cabinet, 
and  to  consider  myself  in  a  state  of  war  with  a 
Puwer  whieh  had  ao  unjustly  violated  the  lawa 
of  nations  and  of  humanity. 

An  aggression  so  atrocious  gave  me  a  suffi- 
cient muiive  to  break  all  those  ties  whieh  unite 
one  nation  to  another,  even  if  I  had  not  consid- 
ered what  I  owed  to  myself  and  to  the  honor  and 
glory  of  my  Crtrwn,  and  of  my  beloved  sobjecis. 
Two  years  of  war  had  passed  without  producing, 
on  the  part  u!  Great  Britain,  a  diminution  of  hei 
pride,  or  a  reonnaiation  of  the  unjust  domination 
which  she  exercised  over  the  sea;  on  the  con- 
trary, confounding  her  friends  with  her  eneiniea 
aad  with  neuiraU,  she  has  manifested  her  de- 
cided will  to  .treat  all  with  (he  aame  tyranny. 
Under  tbeke  consideraiioos.  I. determined, in  Feb- 
ruary of  the  last  year,  conforming  myself  to  the 
wise  measure)  adopted  by  my  iotimnte  ally  the 
Emperor  of  the  Freofih  aod  King  of  Italy,  to  de- 
clare, as  I  did  deeUre,  ihe  British  isles  in  a  stale 
of  blockade,  to  see  if,  by  this  step,  I  could  coa- 
vince  the  British  Cabinet  ihal  it  Aught  lo  re- 
nounce ils  unjust  domination  over  ihe  sea,  end 
resolve  on  making  a  solid  and  durable  peace.  Far 
from  this;  not  only  has  it  rejected  Ibe  proposi- 
tions which  have  been  made  to  it  on  the  pan  of 
my  iniimaie  ally  (he  Emperor  of  Ihe  French 
and  King  of  Italy,  as  well  those  made  by  himself 
as  those  made  Ilirough  the  medium  of  several 
Powers,  friends  of  England;  but,  having  commit- 
ted the  greatest  atrocity  and  piracy,  in  the  soaa- 
dalous  attack  on  the  city  and  port  of  Copenhagen, 
it  has  ihioivn  off  the  mask  in  such  a  way  that  no 
one  cait  doubt  that  ita  insatiable  ambiiidn  aspires 
to  the  exclusive  commerce  and  navigation  of 
every  sea.  Nothing  proves  it  more  ihan  the 
measures  which  it  has  just  adopleil,  under  (lB(e  of 
(he  Uth  November  last,  not  only  declaring  all 
the  cossts  of  Fiance,  of  Spain,  of  their  allies,  and 
those  occupied  by  ihr  arms  of  the  one  or  the  other 
Ptiiver,  in  a  stale  of  blockade,  but  subjecting  the 
vessels  of  neutral  Powers,  friends,  and  even  allies 
of  fiogland,  aoi  oitl/  tu  he  aeaighed  by  Esgliah 
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ciuisers,  but  lihewite  to  touch,  conlnrf  ip  tlicir 
witl,ai  ao  Englisb  port,  and  alio  Bubjeeiio^thetn 
lo  tbe  aibiiraty  paytaeot  ofa  certain  per  cenlace 
on  their  caT^oes,  aa  may  be.determii)«d  bj  tbe 
EDglish  Legislature.  Authorized,  tlieo,  by  the 
juit  tight  of  reciprocity,  to  take  tboie  njeaaure^ 
which  may  aeem  to  me  proper  to  prevnot  tbe 
abuse  which  the  Briliah  Cabinet  is  inaktuff  of  its 
forces  with  respi^ci  to  tbe  neulral  flag,  ana  to  lee 
if,  in  this  way,  a  renunciation  of  to  unjust  a  ty- 
ranny can  be  obtained,  I  hare  come  to  tbe  deter- 
mination to  adopt,  and  I  will  that  there  be  adopted 
in  all  my  dominions,  the  same  measures  which 
mj  intimate  ally,  tbe  E[ii|>eror  of  the  French  and 
King  of  Italy,  has  adopted;  and  they  are  as 
follows : 

Considering'  that,  by  the  act  iboremen tinned 
of  the  lllh  November  last,  tbe  British  Cabinet 
has  denaticnalUed  ibe  TCssels  of  all  the  nations 
of  Europe,  and  that  it  is  not  at  the  diecretion  of 
any  Qovernment  to  accommodate  {tratitigtr)  as 
to  its  independence  and  iia  right*,  all  the  sot- 
ereigns  of  Europe  being  guacaoieei  of  the  sor- 
ereignty  and  of  the  independence  of  their  flags; 
and  that,  if,  through  ao  unpardonable  weakness, 
which  would  be  en  indelible  stain  in  the  eyes  of 
posterity,  such  tyranny  should  be  snfiered  to  be 
laid  down  as  a  principle,  and  consecrated  by  use, 
(he  English  would  taVe  it  as  granted  to  astsbtisb 
it  aa  a  right,  in  the  same  way  that  they  hare 
■railed  themselres  of  the  tolerance  of  Gbrern- 
ments  to  establish  tbe  infamous  principle  that  the 
flag  does  not  cover  the  merchandise,  and  to  give 
to  Its  right  of  blockade  an  arbitrary  extension 
aimed  at  the  sovereignty  of  all  Stales,  I  have  de- 
creed, and  do  decree  as  followa ; 

Art.  1.' Every  vessel,  of  whatever  nation  she 
may  be,  which  may  have  been  vitiled  (yuitado) 
by  an  English  ship,  or  may  have  sobmilted  to 
toncb  at  a  port  of  England,  or  may  have  naii' 
any  duty  to  the  English  QoTeromeot,  is,  fron 
that  ac^  declared  to  be  denationalized,  loaea  th< 
protection  of  iia  flag,  and  makes  itself  English 
property. 

Abt.  2.  The  vessels  so  denat  ion  allied  by  the 
■tbitrary  measares  of  the  British  Qoternment, 
whether  they  enter  into  our  ports,  «r  enter  those 
ofoor  alli^,  or  whether  they  fall  into  thepoases- 
•ion  of  our  ships  of  war  or  our  privateers,  are 
good  and  valid  prize. 

Art.  3.  Tbe  British  isles  are  declared  in  a  state 
of  binckade,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land.  Every 
Tenel,  of  whatever  nation  she  may  be,  whatever 
may  be  her  carzo,  dispatched  {expedida)  from 
the  ports  of  England,  or  of  the  English  colonies, 
or  from  the  countries  occupied  by  the  Baglish 
iroops,  will  be  a  good  prize,  as  contra  veninc  this 
decree,  will  be  liable  to  capture  by  our  ships  of 
war  or  by  our  privateers,  and  will  be  adjadged  to 
the  captor. 

These  measures,  which  are  nothing  more  than 
a  just  reciprocation  of  the  barbsrotis  system 
adopted  \>j  the  English  Govetnthent,  which  as> 
aimilatea  ita  legislation  to  that  of  Algiers,  will 
cease,  to  bare  eoect  on  all  those  nations  who  know 
Itov  10  oUige  Che  English  Ctoreraineirt  to.iespeot 


their  flag,  and  i 
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ill  coBlinne  in  fall  fort,  „a 
_      .  'rnment  reinrn  toildijn^- 

those  principles  of  the  Uwof  nttiowf^ 
ilablish  the  relatioQs  of  eiviliied  Bain  Ig  um 

The  dispositions  of  the  ptwent  J«rw,iin, 
reroked  and -have  no  effect  so  won  utttHsj. 
lish  Oovernment  shall  have  relarned  10 tbEi^ 
lion  of  those  principles  of  tbe  li«  of  suku 
which  are  equally  those  of  jtrsiiMiydcfiaJJI' 

Ton  will  keep  this  to  mini),  andcoiuiiiittit 
it  to  those  to  whom  belongs  iti  ungiioi. 

Signed  with  thf  royal  hand  of  Hiikbitni 
Aranjuez,  on  the  3d  of  January,  iBOg. 

PEDRO  C8VALLDS, 


The  net 


8TATB  OP  THE  PIWAMCB, 

[Conunooicated  to  the  Senitc,  Dk,  II,  IM,] 
'  In  obedience  to  tbe  direetiam  of  ibeitin^ 
plementary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  '"AaictUBCiUiik 
the  Treasury  Department,''  the  SccnU^of  lb 
Treasury  respectfully  snhnikiherolloiri^rtpon 


arising  from  dodctw  no- 


And  that  which  accraed  daring  ik 
year  1807  amounted,  as  will  tj^ 
by  lbs  statetneot  A,  to  -      ■     •  0^1^ 
The  same  revenue,  aliet  d«iodi^ 
that  portion  which  arose  fmiil>« 
duty  on  salt,  and  from  A*  addi- 
tional duties  constitntingtkcHei- 
iterraoeiD  fund,amonD[ed,duiii 
the  year  1806,  to  -       -      -     -  I«tt?!l 
And  during  tbe  year  1SQ7,  U  -     ■  \^J^ 
But  it  it  aaeertained  that  the  aKKTaoivbei 
acrtrued  during  tbe  thnefirsi  qmrUngiit'P' 
1808,  did  not  etceed  eight  miirioiuoldolkn,ud 
is  daily  decnasing. 

The  Btaiemeot  fi  exhibits  ia  toil  6tannl 
species  of  merchandjie,  and  othet  wmd  f«* 
which  that  reveanewai«oll«teddiiiig|ikcia' 
1807.    , 

It  appears  by  the  siataawnlC,llutiitnk<i( 
the  public lan^  bave.daringthejrcat.oM' 
30ih  September,  1808,  amoN>"l  Ut^"''' 
000  anres;  and  the  payments  byporctaRn* 
near  $550,000.  TheproceediofHltiiiihll*' 
sissippi  Territory,  being,  afler  dedBeliD|l"f 
veying  and  other  incidental  eipe(Uo,»ppnF* 
led,  in  the  first  place,  to  the paymeBi «(»>»; 
(1,250,000,  to  tbe  Suie  of  aeaigi*,trediNK>lT 
stated. 

It  appears,  by  tbe  statement  D.ib*ii"l!J1' 
meutaoH  account  of  Ibe  priDeipsl(irtlieF|i>"i 
debt  have,  during  ibe  same  jietiod.UDW'^' 
only  $8,335,000.  But  the  psymrtU  'tw  * 
Treasury,  for  the  annualreimbnnaitsi  ol  "J" 
per  cenL  and  deferred  stocks,  and  for  ™r^* 
imbumnent  of  the  eight  per  cett.  stoet  "ff 
elusively  of  a  sum  rf  »730,000,  tlwJf  »* 
handa  <^  the  Trea«iref,  u  agent  rn  i^  >*' 
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missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund)  amount,  iunag 
the  last  quarter  of  Ibis  year,  to  (15,376,000 ;  mak- 
lag  ibe  total  of  public  debt  reirabarsed.  from  tbi 
lit  of  April,  1801,  to  the  grit,  of  Janaary,  1809 
about  thirty-three  millions  tii^hnndred  thousand 
ilallars,  eictaaire  of  more  than  nix  miiliotis,  paid 
during  the  same  period,  in  conformity  wit n  the 
proTisiotis  of  the  treaty  and  conrention  with 
Great  Britain,  and  of  fbe  Lonisiana  conreDtioDj 

The  public  debt  will,  on  the  Isl  day  of  January, 
1809,  amonnt  to.  (56,647,663;  contutin^  of  the 
following  items : 
Old  six  per  cent,  stock,  nominal 

amount  820,706,603  2a,  unre- 
deemed  -       -       -        -       -  811,919,877  57 
Deferred  stock,  nominal  amdnnt 

811,717,476,  9e,  unredeemed  -  i    9,386,627. 08 
New3ixpercent.Etock,excbBiiged 

at  par  for  old  six  and  deferred       5,993,313  50 
New  six  per  cent,  stock,  arising 

from  conversion  of  three  per 

cent,  stock,  at  65  new  six,  for 

100  three  per  cent,  slock  -  1,859.770  70 
1796,  six  per  cent-  stock     -        •  80,000  00 

,;.: ■>-...      11^000  00 


Louisiana 


The  disbursements,  duriaz  the  same  perioff, 

hare  amounted  to  813,635,375  46  j  consisting  ol* 

the  following  items: 

Civil  department,  and  miscellane- 
ous expenses      -        -        _       -  $1,258,967  l6 

Foreign  intercourse,  and  payment 

,  of  American  ,claims,as$nmed  by 
ihe  Lonisiana  convention  -       406,499  37 

Military  and  Indian  departments, 
inclndiag  fortifications  and  the 
expenses  of  the  new  army         -    3j023,769  56 

Naval  Department,  incladiDz  the 
appropriation  of  8677,064  47,  to 
COT^  the  deficit  of  the  preceding 
year  .       -        -        -        -        -    2,297,064  47 

Public  debt,  principal  and  interest 
(the  greater  part  of  the  payments 
for  the  year  1808  falling,  as  al- 
ready stated,  in  the  last  quarter) 
hare  amounted  only  to     -        -    5,688,984  89 

13,636,275  46 
Learingabalance  io  the  Treasury 
on  the  SOch  Sqitember,  180^  of  13,846,717  52 


Total  six  per  cent  stock 
Three  per  cent,  stock 


866,647,663  27 


The  interest  on  the  whole  debt,  and  the  annual 
reimbursment  on  the  lix  per  cent,  and  deferred 
stocks,  will,  for  the  ensuing  year,  amount  to 
$4,226,000,  leaviag,  in  order  to  complete  the  an- 
nual appropriation  of  88,000,000,  a  sum  of  83, 774,- 
000  applicable  to  the  Mimbursment  of  the  new 
exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock.  '  The  whole  of 
that  and  of  the  other  new  six  per  cent.,  arising 
from  the  conrersioa  of  three  jper  cent,  stock, 
amounting  together'  to  $7,853,000,  wouid  thus  be 
reimburse  within  two  years.  And  after  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1811,  the  whole  annual  amount 

eayable  on  account  of  interest  and  annual  reim- 
ursement,  conld  not,  during  the  seven  ensuing 
years,  e:xceed  $3756,000.  But,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstaxices,itisbelieredtbattbereimbnrsemeat«f 
that  new  six  per  cent,  stock  will  be  nominal,  and 
muit  b«  effected  by  incurring  a  new  debt,  to  an 
equal  amount. 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasnry,  during 
the  year  ending  od  the  30ih  September,  1608,  as 
they. principally  arose  from  the  rerenue  accrued 
darmg  the  preceding  year,  (and  tha  jiayments 
on  account  of  drawbacK  having  been  diminished 
by  the  embargo,)  bare  been  greater  than  those  of 
any  preceding  year,  and  amounted  to 

$17,958,419  90 
And  the  specie  in  the  Treasury, 
OD  1st  October,  1807,  amounted 
to 8,529,573  08 


Making  together        -       -       -  $26,481,998  98 
lOlb  CoH.  2d  Sx8S.^56 


The  cash  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  re- 
eeirers,  and  the  onttlaading  revenue  bonds,  wbich 
will  almost  altogether  fall  due  prior  to  the  first  of 
January,  1810,  may,  after  deducting  the  deben- 
tores  yet  unpaid,  and  the  Expenses'  of  bolleciion, 
be  estimated  to  have  amounted,  on  the  30th  Sei>- 
lember,  1806,  to  -  -  -  •  81O,600-,O0O 
Mafeinjt,  together  with  the  balance  in 

the  Treasury  on  that  day,  of       -    13,646,000 

An  aggregate  of  -       -  , 

Although  the  expenses  of  the  present 
quarter  cannot  at  present  be  pre- 
cisely ascertained,  they  will  not, 
including  the  reimbursement  of  $5,' 
376,000,  OD  account  of  the  principal 
ofihe  public  debt,  exceed      -       •      8,346,000 

Leaving,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
'"D9,  a  sum  of      -       -       -    '  -  $16,000,000 


-  124,346,000 


xteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  cash  or  bond*i 
payable  during  the  year  1809,  and  applicable  to 
the  expenses  of  that  year.  It  is  presumed  that 
the  receipts  BiisiDg  from  importatioos  and  pay- 
ments for  lands,  subsequent  to  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1808,  will  not  be  greater  than  the  deducliona 
on  account  of  bad  debts,  and  of  the  extension  of 
credit  on  ceriaio  articles. 

The  expenses  5f  the  year  1809  would,  according 
.  tbe  appropiiatioos  already  made,  and  to  the 
usual  annual  estimates,  amount  to  Inirteen  mil- 
of  dollars,  coDiistiog  of  Ibe  folloviog  items; 
1.  Ciril  listand  miscellaneoiisexpen- 

■es  -  -  -  -  -  ■  8fl«l,000 
a.  Foreign  iateioaHrse     -        -        -         800,000 
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3.  QrmDltb;CoDgreM,and  oihetmic- 

cellancDuii  unforewea  dcratodt-  150,000 

4.  Miliiarr  init  ladUn  Depirtmenu,  2,736.000 

5.  Naval  DepartiDent       -        -       -  1,014,000 

6.  AoDual  appropriitioD  for  lh«  pub- 

lic debt     -      .  -        -        .        -  8,000,000 

$13,000,000 

LetTJug  a  inntlw  of  only  three  milltDM  of 
dollars  for  defraying  all  the  ezpetiMi  for  fortifi- 
eationt,  miiiiarf  *iorei,  iocreaie  of  ibe  arnijr  and 
n&vy,  or  oiherwiK  incidsDt  to  a  itate  of  aclaal 
Tar,  or  of  preparaiiooa  for  war. 

Tba  annual  ippropristioD  on  account  of  the 
public  debt,  atnousiing  to  eif^bt  miltiou,  and  (be 
interntfortbe  year  1 809,  being  leu  lh«a  ihrre 
millions  of  doltara,  an  auiboriiy  to  borrow  five 
millions  would  only  create  a  new  debt  equal  to 
the  principal  of  old  debt  reimbuned  during  ibat 
year,  and  ippean  «ufficienl  to  provide  for  aoy  de- 
Scieney  ariiingfrom  extraordinary  expense*  woieb 
may  be  thu*  authorized  by  Congreu. 

ll  Ibus  appears,  thai,  noitrilhsiinding  the  gene- 
ral warfareof  the  belligerent  Powers  igainst  neu- 
tral nations,  and  the  coose4)Ueni  tu^pension  of 
commerce  which  took  place  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1807,  and  nolwiibslanding  the  increased 
rate  of  expenditure  naturally  arising  from  that 
alaie  of  things,  ibe  ordinary  revenae  will  have 
been  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  the 
years  1808  and  1809,  including,  Tor  1808,  a  reim- 
bursement of  debt  ezceeding  lix  millioos  of  dol- 
lars, and  witbout  making  any  addition  to  that 
debt  in  1S09.  The  measute*  necessary  (o  b« 
adopted,  in  order  to  make  a  timely  profisioo  for 
the  serf  ice  of  the  ensuing  years,  depend  on  the 
coursB  which  theUuiied  Slates  will  pursue  in  re- 
o  foreign  aggressions.  And  thai  being  y«t 
'tained,  it  becomes  necesMry  to  examine  the 
BeTeralftlternatiTes  )sf^  to  the  choice  of  CoDirress. 

Either  the  OKTicaiion  of  the  ocean  will  he 
ftbandoned  by  the  United  States,  or  it  will  be  re- 

The  first  snpnasitioo  is  that  of  a  continuance  of 
the  embargo  of  the  renels  of  the  United  States, 
and  admiu  of  two  alternatii-es: 

1.  Either  a  provision,  generally  forbidding  ex- 
portations,  may  continue  to  make  part  ot  the  sys- 
tem, in  which  case  importations,  whether  ex- 
pressly interdicted  or  not,  most,  for  want  of  means 
of  payment,  be  also  discontinued. 

2.  Or  ezporlatjoas  and  corresponding  impor- 
taiiona  may  be  permilled  in  foreign  Tenels. 

The  second  supposition  also  offers  two,  and 
only  two  altEroatiTFs,  It  may,  indeed,  be  admit- 
ted, that  the  decreet  of  France  can  be  en  forced 
only  In  her  own  territories,  and  in  those  of  her 
kllies;  that,  however  efficient  in  preventinj;  any 
commerce  between  the  Uniied  Siatesand  herself, 
thosedecrees  cannot  materisllv  sffecl  that  between 
ber  enemies  aod  the  Uniied  States;  ind  may, 
therefore^  in  that  rcspeet,  be  disregarded.  But 
Great  Britain  harins  the  means  of  enforcing  her 
orders  on  the  ooean,lhaiiaT)g»tion  of  that  eietmnt 


C'lnoot  be  resumed  without  encountering  thoa 
orders ;  aod  ibey  must  either  be  tubmitied  to  oi 
resisted.  There  can  be  no  middle  way  between  the 
two  courses. 

3.  Either  America  mutt  accept  the  portion  of 
commerce  allotted  to  her  by  the  British  ediets, 
aod  abandon  all  that  is  forbidden — and  it  i>  not 
material  whether  this  be  done  by  le^  proTiskoas, 
limiting  the  commerce  of  the  Daited  Stales  to 
the  pcrmitleil  places — or  by  ■equiescing  in  the 
capiura  of  Tessels  stepping  beyond  ibe  prescribed 

4.  Or  the  nalion  must  oppose  force  to  the  exe- 
cution of  ibe  orders  of  England ;  aod  ibis,  bow- 
erer  done,  and  by  whaicTer  name  called,  will  be 

Of  those  fotu  alternatives,  the  second  and  ibJnd 
differ  neither  lb  principle  nor  in  their  eSst  on 
the  rCTenue,,  As  both  plans  consist  in  peimiitiog 
partial  exportaiions  and  importations,  itmattbe 
acknowledged  that,  ohjectionable  as  ihst  conne 
may  be  in  oiber  respects,  if  considered  merely  in 
relation  to  the  fiscal  cooeerDii  of  the  UoiDn.  it 
will,  for  the  moment,  be  attended  with  less  diffi- 
culties than  either  the  present  sysipm  or  war. 
For,  however  narrow  the  limits  to  which,  on  that 
plan,  the  exporlations  snd  imporlstions  of  the 
Uniied  States  may  be  reduced,  yet  there  will  still 
be  some  commerce,  and  some  revenue  arising 
from  commerce.  And,  as  in  parsaiog  that  bum- 
ble path,  means  or  defeoce  will  become  unneces- 
sary, ailbere  will  be  no  occasion  for  either  an 
army  or  a  navy,  it  it  believed  that  ibere  would  bt 
no  difficulty  in  reducing  the  public  expendiiures 
lo  a  rale  corresponding  wiih  ine  fmgmeDts  of  im- 
post wbicb  mig^i  still  be  collected,  ir  that  course 
be  adopted,  no  oiher  proTisioo  seems  necessary 
than  an  immediaie  redUfiioB  of  expenses. 

The  system  now  in  force,  anil  war,  however  dii- 
timilar  in  some  respects,  are  both. considered  it 
resistance.  Nor  is  iibelieved  ihst  their  efffei  on  na- 
tibnal  wealth  and  public  revenue  wooM  be  materi- 
ally different.  In  either  case,  a  portion,  and  b  por- 
tion only,  of  the  national  industry  and  capital, 
herelofore  employed  in  ibe  production,  Innsporia- 
(ion,  and  exchange  of  agnculiural  prodacis,  at  in 
the  foreign  carrying  trade,  can  immediately  be  di- 
verted to  olher  objects.  In  case  of  a  coniinniaee 
of  the  embargo  and  non-ex  porta  lion,  either  a  lets 
quantity  of  commodities  musi  be  produced,  m  a 
portion  will  accumulate  until  iha  freedom  of  eom- 
meree  shall  be  restored.    In  case  of  war,  that  fat- 

tius  will  be  exported ;  and  although  a  pari  must 
e  lost  hy  capture,  a  portion  of  the  returns^ will 
be  received.  If  the  embargo  and  sus^At3Sif*of 
commerce  shall  be  continued,  the  revenue  arising 
from  commerce  will,  in  a  short  time,  entirely 
disappear.  Incase  of  war,  some  part  of  thai  lev- 
'"[  remain  ;  but  it  will  be  absorbed  by  the 
of  public  expenditure.  In  cither  tMt, 
urces,  to  an  amount  yet  unaseeriaiDei 
must  be  resorted  to.  But  the  assertion  that  thai 
amount  will  be  nearly  the  same,  ia  eiihct  ot  iW 
two  alternalivet  of  emba^o  or  war,  is  corrttl 
only  on  the  supposition  tbai  the  embargo  and  Mi- 
exportation  are.  after  a  certain  tinte^  to  besipet- 


.dbyCoo^le 


APPENDIX. 


1766 


StaU  o/  the  riniuictt. 


T 


ledetHiy  war,  aulessi  CoreigDiggreMJOD  shall  cease , 
md  thai  rendering  therefore  prepantioiit  far  war 
try,  the)' reqair*  arat?  of  expenditgre  far 
d  thai  of  k  peace  establishment. 

Ir,  however,  the  embargo  and  noQ-iotercoDne 
ir»to  have  equal  continuance  with  the  hellig^ereDi 
idiots,  indefinite  as  that  is;  ifit  be  deiermiiied  to 
elf  exclusitelf  on  thai  measure,  and,  at  all  events, 
lot  to  risk  »  war  on  acciHiat  of  those  aggressions; 
)reparalioDt  for  war  will  become  useless,  and  the 
'xtraordinary  expenses  need  not  be  incurred.  In 
hat  case,  the  expenditure  for  the  year  1809  oafhi 
lot  to  exceed  the  sum  of  thirteen  millions  of  dol- 
ars,  which,  as  has  been  stated^  is  requisite  for  the 
upport  of  thepreaeoi  establishment.  And  this 
vould  leave  for  the  service  of  the  year  1810,  tbi 
ibore-mentioned  aurplas  of  three  millions,  ant 
he  proposed  loan  uf  fire  millions,  which,  together, 
vould  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  Peace  Esiablish- 
nent,  and  lo  pay  the  interest  oo  tbe  public  debt 
luriof  that  year.  Thus  two  ^ears  more  would 
)e  provided  for,  without  either  increaaing  the  pub- 
ic debt  or  laying  any  new  taxes.  It  is  eeruinly 
inly  wilha  view  to.war,  either  immediate  oteon- 
eroplated,  that  it  will  become  necessary  to  reaort, 
It  leait  to  any  considerable  extent,  10  eximotdi- 
lary  sources  of  supply. 

I^egitimate  retonrces  can  be  derived  only  from 
oansor  laies;  and  the  reasons  which  Induces  be- 
icf  thst  loans  should  be  principally  Telied  on  in 
^ase  of  war.  were  stated  in  the  annaal  report  of 
ast  year.  That  opinion  has  been  corroborated  by 
'Very  subsequent  view  which  has  been  taken  of 
he  subject,  as  well  as  by  tbe  present  situation  of 
he  country.  Tbe  embargo  has  brought  into,  and 
;ept  in  the  United  Stales,  almost  alfihe  floating 
troperty  of  the  naiion.  And  whilst  the  depre^ 
;iated  value  of  domestic  products  increases  the 
liScnlty  of  raising  a  considerable  revenue  by  io- 
erual  taxes,  at  no  former  lime  has  there  been  so 
nuch  specie,  t-)  much  redundant  unemployed 
:apital,  in  tbe  country.  The  high  price  of  pub- 
ic sloclcs,  and,  indeed,  of  all  species  of  stocks, 
be  redueiioo  of.ihe  publio  debt,  the  unimpaired 
:redit  of  the  Qeneral  Government^  and  the  large 
imount  of  existing  ba&k  stock  in  the  United 
Jtaies,  leave  no  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  ob- 
aining  tbe.netiessary  loans  on  reasonable  ternis. 

The  geographical  situation  oftheUuited  States, 
heir  history  since  [be  Revolution,  and,  above  ail, 
treseni  events,  remove  eVery  apprehension  of  fre- 
{ueat  wnrs.  It  may,  therefore,  be  confidenily  ex- 
jccted,  that  a  revenue  derived  solely  from  duiies 
in  importatioos,  tbqug|i  necessarily  impaired  by 
var,  will  always  be  amply  sufficient,  during  long 
ntetvals  of  peace,  not  only  to  defray  current  ex- 
lenses,  but  also  to  reimburse  the  debt  contracted 
luring  the  few  peiiods  of  war. 

No  internal  tsxca,  either  direct  or  indirect,  are 
herefore,  contemplated,  even  in  tbe  case  of  hos- 
ilities  carried  on  against  the  two  great  belligerent 
Powers.  Exclusively  of  the  authority  which 
nust,  from  time  to  time,  be  given  lo  borrow  the 
lums  required,  (always  providing  for  the  reim- 
inrsement  of  such  loans  within  limited  periods,) 
ind  of  ft  due  eoonou^  in  ike  Mvenl  bnncbvt  of 


expenditure,  nothing  more  appear*  necessary  than 
such  modifications,  and  increase  of  the  duties  on 
importations,  a*  are  naturally  suggested  by  exisl- 


1.  Although  importations  have  already  cod- 
siderably  diminished,  and  may,  under  the  system 
now  in  force,  shorily  be  altogether  diseoolioued, 
no  reasonable  objection  is  perceived  againsl  an 
increase  of  duiies  on  sucb  as  may  still  take  place. 
Had  the  duiies  been  doubled  on  the  ]s[  of  Jan- 
uary  180B,  as  was  then  soggested,  in  case  of  war, 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasurv,  during  that  and 
the  ensuing  year,  would  have  been  increased  nine 
or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Tliose  articles  of  moat 
universal  consumption,  oo  which  an  increase  of 
duty  would  be  inconvenieut,  are  generaily  eiihel 
free  of  duty  or  abundaat.- 

It  is,  therefore,  proposed,  that  not  only  the  Med- 
..irranesn  duties,  which  will  expire  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  .next,  should  be  coulinued,  but 
that  all  the  existing  duties  should  be  doubled  oa 

portations,  subeequent  to  that  day. 

^.  The  present  system  of  drawbacks  also  ap- 
pears susceptible  of  modifications.  Tbe  propriety 
of  continuing  generally^  thai  prevision  of  the  em- 
bargo taws,  which  allows  a  drawback  on  articles 
exported  more  than  one  year  after  ihey  have  been 
imported,  is  doubtful.  A  modificniion  might 
check  speculations  and  mooapulies.  The  diminu- 
ion  of  imporiaiioDs  has  aCforiled  tufficieni  pruSia 
m  mostpr  ihe  articles  which  bad  been. imported ; 
ind  a.  provision  which  would  have  a  leodeocy  to 
bring  into  matkei,  and  to  lessen  the  price  of  tbosa 
arlicles,  would  be  generally  beneficial. 

3.  The  causes  which  induced  the  adoption  of 
a  partial  non-importation  set,  have  ceased  to  exisL 
The  object  then  in  view,  has  merged  into  a  far 
more  important  one.  The  seleftion  of  interdict- 
ed articles  was  founded  on  the  possibility  of  ol>- 
laining  tliem  in  other  eountriea  than  England, 
arid  does  Dot  agree  with  exlsiiog  cireumsiancea. 
The  act  producing  nownoolber  efiect  than  lo 

ncrease  the  temptations,  and  to  produce  habits  of 
imuggling,  impairs  and  injures  tbe  revenue.  A 
general  noQ'intercourse  with  that  country  would 
supersede  that  partial  measure,  and  mi^hl  be  ex- 
ecuted with  greater  facility.  And,  it  is  believed 
that,  under  every  event,  its  repeal  will  be'bened- 
cial,  and  that  a  petmanent  increase  of  duiies  on 
articles  selected  with  the  view  to  ibose  which 
may  be  manufactured  in  the  United  Stales,  would 
be  preferable. 

4.  It  is  believed  that  ihe  present  system  of  ae- 
countabiliiy  of  tbe  military  and  naval  establish- 
ment, may  be  rendered  more  prompt  and  direct, 
and  is  susceptible  of  improvements,  which,  with- 
out embarrassing  the  public  service,  will  haven 
tendency  more  effectually  to  check  any  abuses  by 
subordinate  agents.  Provisions  to  that  effect  U9 
rendered  more  necessary  by  the  probable  iocreaaa 

f  expense  in  those  departments. 
AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Secretary  of  tile  IVtaturf. 
TxugtiKT  DiMtTMurr,  ihe.  10th,  18U6. 
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SINKING  FDND. 

£CoiBMiiiiiic>ted  tothaSnate,  f^btavj  6,  IMS.] 
WABBmaTOM,  Fefi.  i,  1809. 
The  Commissi oDcrs  of  Ihe  Sinking  Fond  re- 
apecifDll;  report  to  CoDgrew  as  Tollows : 

That  the  measures  wbich  have  been  anihof- 
ized  b7  the  Board,  subseqaeat  to  their  report  of 
the  Sih  of  Februarr,  1808,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
been  completed,  are  rally  detailed  in  the  report- 
of  ihe  Becretarr  of  ihe  Treasury  lo  this  Board, 
dated  the  third  avf  of  the  present  month,  and  in 
theautienienis  thercii)  referred  to.  whieb  are  here- 
with iraDimilled,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as 
{Mrtofthisrepon. 

J.  MILLBDOE,  /Vw.  Sen.,  pro  lem. 
A.  OALLATJN,  S-c'ry  Tretuuni. 
C.  A.  RODNEY,  Attorney  GeTierai. 
Hob.  pBEeiDENT  o/''A«  Senate. 

TUAOTVT  DspaBTMCHT, 

fWktiory  3,  1809, 
The  Seereiarr  of  the  Treasary  rapectftillj' 
reports   to   the  CommiaBioners  of   the   Sinking 

That  Ihe  baluM  remaining  nneip^ed  at  thicloae 
of  the  jtai  ISOe,  and  appUcabl*  to  paymenti  failing 
dne  after  Ibat  jeai,  which  balance,  ai  appean  b;  the 
atatement  B,  atmeied  to  tha  last  aonnal  report, 
amounted  to fl,S8«,3U  10 

Togather  with  the  dtabnTMimeiitiinadB 
during  the  year  1H7,  oat  of  the 
Treaioiy,  on  aeooant  of Ae  priodpal 
and  iataieat  of  tItapaUtcdebt,  which 
diriinrMDMatBi  ai  uipeera  br  the 
Matua«it  C,  aanaiad  to  the  laatu- 
nod  report,  amoualed  to     .    -  I^S47,4fifi  84 

And  wiU>  a  Atcthar  aan,  arisiof  from 
>  profit  on  the  roauttancaa  hom 
AmaricB  to  Ehuhmi,  pnrdiaaed  in 
tha  7aat  1807,  whicb  profit,  aa  ap- 
pears lij  tha  atatement  D,  annexed 
to  the  last  aimaal  report,  amonntod 


S.  Paidfwaeoonntof 
tha  intereat  and 
charges  on  the  aama 


3,«3t,17i  811 


3.  The  balauca  n 
ed  at  the  dowortlu  year  18D7,aBd 
applicable  to  payiMnei  biting  doe 
after  tbat  year,  as  aaoettained  bj 
accoonts  rendered  to  tbe  Treaaniy 
Department,  amounted,  aa  will  ^>- 
pear  by  the  at  '  -  ■"   - 


9^37  68 


And  amotmting,  altogethei 


to  - 


-   «B,S43,261  S3 


9«I,18B  66 


Have  bean  acconnted  fbr  in  the  iUlowing  maanei: 
1>  There  wai  repaid  into  tbe  Treaantj,  during  .__ 

Siar  1B07,  on  account  of  the  principal  of^rotaated 
Ua  of  exchange,  of  moneys  hsretofore  advanced 
for  tbe  payment. of  intereat  and  reimbnnement  of 
the  ftandod  domestic  debt,  and  of  monsja  adraneed 
for  the  poTchaao  of  stock,  as  appeaia  by  the  aUte- 
ment  E,  annexed  to  tbe  last  annua] 

S.  Ilw  inoM  Bctnaliy  applied,  daring 

tha  same  year,  to  Ibe  payneca  et 

the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pntt- 

lie  debt,  as  aacartained  by  accaunta 

rendered  to  the  Treaamy  Depart- 
ment, amonnt,  as  will  appear  by  the 

■tatem^t  A,  Til : 
!•  Paid  in  leimbnrae- 

ment  of  the  pcinci* 

pal^thadibt      •   t3j797,1«8  «T 


That,  daring  the  year  1B08,  the  bDawr^  d>bnn- 
ment*  were  made  odI  of  the  Tt^nuj,  oa  aoaiBBl 
of  the  princqial  sad  interest  of  the  pnUu  deiL 

1.  On  account  of  the  reimbBTaeinent  imd  iasootaf 

the  domestic  debt  -         -         -  .    $9,40,611  It 

S.  On  accoant  of  the  domestie   ib>- 

ftmded  debt M  N 

3.  On  aeeonntofthe  principal  and  m- 

terost  of  die  fereign  debt,  and  )^  the 

intervM  on  tha  LonkianaL  stock,  and 

oa  eicfaange  and  coniartad  ^-rt-i 

ptVaUa  in  Gnn^  9f4,IU  11 


•  -ii*!    m  if 'hi  Mliiiiaai 

luaua,  via. 
1.  Erom   tha  balaaee  remainiog  asexpcBdcA  at  Aa 

end  of  the  year  180T,  of  tha  •aaaal  apfaopriatiaB  <f 

eight  milUons  of  doUan  fin  that  jeas,  which  waa 

paid  at  the  Treasnrr,  oat  of  tha  pioeeeJa  «C  daliM 

on  goods,  warsa,  and  merdundiw,  impoEted,  and  ga 

the  tonnage  of  sbipt  or  Twela,  uid  wk^  balaw^ 

as  stated  in  the  laat  annual  report, 

amounted  to  -  -  971I,fiSS  81 

t.  From   the  &utda   constitnting  the 

annual  appropriation  of  ei^t  mH- 

liona  of  doIlaTa,  fsr  I80B,  m: 
From  the  ftmd  arising  from  the  inlar- 

eat  o>  tha  debt  tmnsAnad  to  tl>a 

ConunissiODers  of  the  Sinking  Fniad, 

as  per  tfalemeM  I    •l,0U,flS8  M 
From  Om  tanda  ottt- 

ing  fiou   tlw  aala 

of  poUie  hnda,  bi^ 

iaglhaamoBnt  paid 

into  the  Treaaory 

fion  tha  1st  of  De- 

tober,  lS07,to30th 

SepletDbei,lBa8,as 

per  statement  K    -         680,008  SV 
From  the  proceeds  of 
goods. 


Amoonting,  altogatb' 


3.  From  the  proceeds  of  dalita  on 
gooda,  wares,  and  mendiandta^  im- 
ported, and  en  Ibe  loBnaga  ef  sh^ 
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or  TBiael^  tdTanoed  in  purt,  uid  oa 

BCcounl  of  the  amiutl  ippiopri&tioii 
fortheye«r  1809  -  -  ,  - 
4.  From  rep»;meiit«  into  the  Treu- 
■uiy,  on  ac/^unt  of  TemitttDcea  pni- 
ehatcd  for  providing  for  the  fbreign 
debt,  Kod  of  adTuncei  mide  to  GoA- 
ionen  of  Louu,  and  skbdU  for 
niidiaM  of  stock,  u  will  appeu 


bjtti 
R«pii^entof  prinei' 

pal  advanoed  frma 

theTieaitu^       -  -        «m,7W  II 
DamagBiBDd  intarut 

Tewvered      •        -  2.MS  70 


6.  I^«m  Ike  moiMji  q^iioprialed  hj 
■  l«w,  fcr  paying  comnuniaiis  la 
■BsntB  employed  in  the  piucbMe  of 
«i,  for  tbe  Dutch  debt,  (the 
I,  for  the  purchaM  of  re- 
1  scGoiiDt  of  internt  oii 
LouiiiaiM  atock,  and  on  oichanged 
sndcsnv^ieditockvpajableia  £a- 
Tc^,  hiTing  been  paid  oot  of  the  an- 
nual'kppropriAtion  of  eight  miljiona 
of  doltara,)  being  the  amount  paid 
at  the  Tnarary,'  dminj;  the  je«r 
1S08,  Ibr  that  objMt,  aa  will  appear 
by  thaM  ' 


Amowtting  aUogetlMr,  to  •  -    1 

Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  an- 

niul  report,  in  conformity  with  the 

accODnU  which  ahall  then  haTi  been 

rendered  to  the  Treaatuy  Deput- 

Thet,  in  the  meaniriille,  the  manner 
in  which  the  aaid  Nm  ha*  be«n  ap- 
plied ii  estimated  n  foBows  : 

I.  The  repayments  into  A*  Treason, 
on  koconnt  of  principa),  here,  during 
die  year  1808,  amiymad,  at  by  Ihe 
above  BMntkmed  wMtamt  E,  to    - 

S.  The  nuu  ■entally  ^plied,  dmiOK 
the  year  1808,  to  the  jDnoipd  and 

.  intaMst  or  the  pnUie  dUit,  an  aMi- 
Bkated  as  follows : 

lot.  Paid  in  reimburae- 
ment  of  (be  pnad- 

Sl   of  tiie  pnbiic 
bt      -        -        -   $e,BB6,963  10'  - 
Sd.  Paidon  account  of 
in  tereat  and  charges 
on  the  same  -        -      3,434,831  09 


That,,ia  coofomity  with  (he  proceedings  and  rea^ 
lationa  of  the  Commistionen  of  the  Sinkuig  Pondi  ut 
the  38d  of  March,  1807,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  H, 
annexed  (o  the  last  annual  rqwrt,  a  furUier  sam 
of  eight  per  cent,  stock  was  purchased  during,  the  year 
1608,  amounting  to  $100,000,  for  $1B3,100  specie,  aa 
will  appear  by  the  gtatement  L. . 

That,  in  punuance  of  the  act  of  Februanr  11,  1807, 
books  were  opened  on  the  Ist  day  of  July,  IBOT, 
at  the  several  loan  offieea,  and  at  the  Treasury,  and 
contiBued  open  until  the  17^  day  of  March,  1808,  fiw 
the  reception  of  aubscripdons  of  the  old  lii  per  cent., 
deferred,  and  three  per  cent  slocka,  and  the  issue  of 
new  nx  per  cent,  atock*  in  lieu  thereof,  and  agent* 
were  appointed  to^eoeiTB  ■ubecriptionB  of  the  same  at 
I«*doD  and  Amiterdaa,  punuant  lo  the  fourth  sei>- 
tion  of  the  said  act- 
That  the  amount  of  old  tfodu  sarrendered,  andnsv 
stook*  iiiAed,  in  e(m*ei{uenGa  of  these  suUcriptiaaa,  ia 
eztklbited  in  Ihe  annexed  slalawent  M,  by  .which  it  ^■ 
pear*  that  there  ware  anrrendered — 
Certificates  of  old  six  per  cent,  atock,  of  the  nomini 
•mount  of  -  -  .  .  .  $7,435,767  <1 
Certificate*  of  deferred  aix  per  cent. 

olock,  of  the  nominal  amount  of  -  1,840,673  01 
In  lieu  of  which  certifiealea  of  ex- 
dlangfld  stock  for  the  unredeemed 
■amountoflhe  saidcertificBles  of  old 
ns  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks, 
were  issued,  smountiug  to  -  -  0,384,061  It 
And  there  were  earrendered  eertjfi- 
oaieaof  Area  par  canL  stock,  amount- 

injfc 

In  liaaofwfaichoRtifieateaof  eonvBTt- 

ad  Moek.  were  ianied,  aBonnting  m  1,859,800  Tt 
And  (hat  the  sMaiBant  H  eshiUU  lb*  smoiBit  af 
■took  tfBuaftned  I*  Uta  Commiatkmar*  of  the  SinkiaK 
Fnqd,  and  tp  the  Ttaaaum  of  tiw  Uoitad  Sutoa,  im 
bnU  fcr  said  Slates,  to  the  Slat  of  Dseauba,  1808,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  $aTS  3i,  transiened  in  (he  year 
1808,  in  wmeul  for  public  land*. 
AH  which  ia  n^eotfnlly  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Sttretary  of&e  TVtoMury. 
[The  tablsa  axe  omitted.] 


9,861,809  IS 


As  will  appear  by  the  oatimale  F. 

.S.  The  balance  whidi  remained  nnei- 
pended  at  Ihe  eloae  of  the  year  1808, 
and  appUoiMB  to  paTmenls  falHllK 
dM  after  that  year,  is  oatimaled^  as 
per  estimala  Q,  at  • 


'    10,43I,4H  49 


f  I1,1U,7S1  60 


{CgDmanloaled  to  ifae  Senate,  Pabnuiy  S5,  iao«.J 

Mr.  OiLbb  eommuDicated  the  foUowinz  letter 

mad  statemcnl  frott  the  Secretarf  of  the  flavv : 


iggesteil  to  me  in  reading  the  bill  before  ihe  S  __ 

e  entitled  "A  bill  further  to  amend  the  severti 
acts  for  the  establiKhmeot  and  regulation  of  tbe 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Department*." 

Respectfullr,  R.  SMITH. 

Warranu  drawn  bf  the  Secretary  of  the  Hwtf 
upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Ststeshdo^at 
tkia  lime,  and  for  mftn^  jraan  hare,  speeined 
the  paitioalar  appropriation  or  approprialiau  to 
which  iba  aaate  Hhould  be  cbaiscd.  Thii  is  (he 
esUblialud  DMffe  of  the  MftTjr  DaputmenijMd 
there  »e.  to  it  Mt  *  few  8ni«ption%  ia  oun  of 


Qgitizc^dbyCoO^le 


1771 


Aeooimtabiliijt  in  the  Navy  Department. 


ineviuUe  oeeeMilf,  whertin  bilb  have  been 
drawu  to  itfrmj  cooiiagcal  ezpeD in, incurred  on 
■  diviaot  Btatioo. 

The  inoneyG  psid  bf  virtue  of  snnh  vartiiits. 
arecharg«d  in  Ihe  booktof  the  Aecouniantof  the 
Navy,  in  tnch  maooer  and  rorm  as  ibe  Treasory 
DeparlmeDihave.andfrom  to  lime  may  prescribe, 
the  Aceonntanl  ol  ihe  Nsvy  having  ever  consid- 
ered hiiDEelf,  as  to  ihe  formi  of  kee|iiag  bis  ac- 
couDtB,  altogeiher  under  (be  eoDiroUing  superiD- 
teodency  of  ibe  Treasury  Deparlment. 

It  is,  at  prcseot,  the  duty  ot  all  navy  ■frentB  to 
■pake  tbeir  requisiiious  upon  the  Navy  Depart- 
meot,  for  maoeys,  agreeably  to  tbe  npeoificationa 
of  (he  appropriation  law,  and  to  render,  moulhtf, 
dtaitnct  Bccountxof  the  application  of  all  moneya, 
aecording  (othe  approptiaiion  or  approprinliom 
nnder  which  (he  same  shall  hare  been  drawn. 
Papers  A  and  B  are  eopiet  of  tbe  inMructions  to 
tbe  navy  aeea(s,  upon  ihi*  subject, 
'la  ibis,  first  section,  I  find  the  following  pro- 
tiaion:  ''Nor  shall  any  credit  be  allowed  ' 


e."  Under  such  res(ric(ioa«,  no  agent  would 
make  a  purchase,  or  indeed,  incur  anf  expense, 
wiibon(  having  money  in  hand  to  meet  it,  because 
be  could  hotknovfthe  exact  stale  of  the  appro- 
prislion  out  of  which  such  expense  was  lo  be 
paid;  or,  if  he  knew  the  useipended  balatice 
of  each  appropriation,  he  could  not  know  what 


purehate  would  fall.  What  would  be  the  effect  T 
Suppose,  in  rime  of  war,  a  public  vessel  Aould 
arrive  ai  any  poM  distant  from  the  seat  of  QoT- 
ernmeni,  viz:  New  Orleans;  sbguld  be  in  want 
of  repairs  and  supplies,  and  should  be  on  import- 
ant service,  which  requires  her  departure  frooi 
aucb  port  with  ihe  least  possible  delay;  her  cpm- 
loander  calls  upon  tbe  agent  for  tbe  requisite  sup- 
plies, which  amount  to  ^.000  worth  of  provisions 
and  83,000  of  repairs:  the  agent  has  in  hand, 
.aaoney  enough  for  the  repairs,  but  not  for  the  pro- 
visions, he  must  then  write  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
(he  Navyfotmoney  for  the  provisions,  and  before 
he  gets  an  answer  from  the  Secretary,  three 
moDibs  may  have  expired.  In  thi«  case,  the  reo- 
ael  would  be  detained,  three  moittbs.for  want  of 
provisions ;  and,  if  tbe  agent  should  have  a  bal- 
ance of  95,000  in  his  hands,  out  of  any  other  ap- 
propriation (ban  that  of  provisions,  it  would  not 
prevent  the  detention  of  the  veaael :  for,  if  he  ap- 
plied any  part  of  that  $5,000  to  the  purchase  of 
provisions,  he  conid  not  be  allowed  credit  for 
•dch  purchase.  The  agent  could  not,  in  this  case, 
or  in  any  other.  Degoliate  a  bill  ou  tbe  Depart- 
meiK,  because  ne  wotild  never  know  the  exact 
atate  of  the  appropriadons. 

Wonld  it  be  posfible  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  keep  the  agents  precisely  informed  as  to 
the  actual  balances  on  hand,  ofeach  and  every  sp- 

rpriadon  :  or  could  he  convey  auch  information 
any  useful  degree  1    Alihaugh  he  might  di- 


rect, daily,  rejuros  of  each  and  every  wamat, 
upon  each  and  every  appropriation,  to  be  made 
to  the  agetits,  still,  before  such  ret lU'tis  could  reaelt 
them,  and  particularly  those  at  a  dUtaoce,  tbe 
balances  would  be  considerably  reduced  by  tbe 
daily  drafts  upon  ihem,  and  might,  possibly,  be 
exhausted. 

If  it  were  possible  to  convey  adch  infonnatioi 
as  would  eiMble  the  agents  to  ascertain  the  exact 
balances  on  any  day  of  tbe  year,  this  would  not 
remove  the  objeclioD  stated.  No  agent  coaldcel^ 
without  previous  inslnwliens'froiii  ifaeSeeretarj 
of  the  Navy,  how  far  be  could  safely  draw  npaa 
soch  balances,  at  he  coold  not  postibly  kaov 
what  other  agents  might  have  drawn  for.  Bap. 
pose  a  balance  of  S4O,D00,  on  aceoant  of  rrptjn, 
and  that  the  aiceots  at  New  Vock,  Norfbfi^ 
Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  know  of  (bii  baj- 
ancej  (hat,  at.^cb  of  these  places,  thcTtarcDoe 
or  more  vessels  requiring  repairs;  bow  can  each 
agent  know  what  the  others  may  want?  Nome 
of  them  can  judge;  they  will,  therefore,  all  write 
forinstruclloQs  to  the  Beetetary  of  the  Navy,  and 
wait  to  receive  them  before  ibey  conunenee  the 
requisite  repairs.  Under  the  provisions  of  this 
section,  it  would  be  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  instruct  the  agents  to  this  effecL 

Sucti  instructions,  as  to  public  vessels  on  for- 
eign stations,  wouldj^a  a  MtU  greater  degree,  im- 
pede tbe  public  service.  Such  a  vessel  mwtii  be 
detained  in  port  six  months,  at  an  eipeoK  0/(30,- 
000,  for  want  of  06.000,  for  provisioiisaad  repun, 
as  the  agent  woul<{  uoi  undertake  to  make  an  ad- 
vance lor  the  Governmeat  to  inch  an  amornt; 
because,  if  be  did,  and  should  happea  to  exceed 
the  appropriation,  he  would  nut  hare  credit  fot 
the  same. 

The  provision  in  the  latter  part  of  this  sectioa, 
Which  authorizes  tbe  President,  "during  the  n- 
cess. of  Congress,"  on  the  application  of  the  See- 
reiary,  and  not  )9ibef  wise,  to  difeci^a  portion  of 
the  moneys  appropriated  for  a  particalat  bcanek 
of  expenditure,  to  be  applied  to  another  bnacb  <^ 
expenditure,  in  the  same  department"  woald  aot 
remove  these  difficulties.  This  proviuon  woald 
be  found  a  deception,  in  practice ;  it  wuaid  on 
enable  an  agent  lo  make  such,  applieatioa  of 
moneys,  without  a  previous  specisJ  instrwiioa 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy.  Beoee, -ibe 
public  service  would  be  nearly  as  much  impelef 
with,  at  without  this  provision.  The  aants 
would  not  presume  upon  ibesanciionof  tbePioi- 
dent,  and  draw  on  the  Department;  that  woo  Id 
be  applying  the  money  before  the  President  is  coa- 
sulted ;  whereas,  the'President  can  only  sanciioa 
such  application  before  it  is  made.  He  has  net 
power  to  do  it  afterwards.  But,  if  Ibis  objcctioa 
could  be  removed,  i(  might  happen  that  the  bill 
would  arrive  at  the  seat  of  CktvernmeBL,  not '~  it 
Ihe  recess,"  but  during  the  session  of  Congieai 
in  such  case,  tbe  President  would  have  no  rigki 
10  give  his  sanction.  What,  then,  would  be 
the  consequence?  The  bill  is  drawn  payable*! 
sight;  the  appropriation  on  which  it  is  draws  a 
insufficient  topayil;  it  cannot,  therrfore,  be  psiJ; 
the  holder  protests  the  bill)  and    reaorb  to  M 
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^ccmnfp&ility  tn  the  Nam/  Department. 


drawer  for  payment  of  principal,  iolerett,  coatt, 
BDtl  (lamaf[e«.   , 

Tbe  -proTisioDi  of  the  BeeoDd  section  ma;  be 
useful.  It  may  be  proper,  bowever,  for  me  to  ob- 
nerre,  that  I  know  of  no  "injutioos  delays,"  oo 
the  part  of  tEs  Aceouataot  of  the  Navy,  in  the 
■eiileraeat  of  accounts. 

As  to  tbe  provisiona  of  the  third  seclion,  not 
knowing  bow  many  agents  the  War  Department 
will  require,  I  can  lorin  no  opinion  as  to  the  num- 
ber that  may  remaiu  to  the  N^ry  Department. 
I  would  only  rejpecifuUy  submit  to  the  coosidera- 
liou  of  Coogtesi,  whether  the  [lumber  of  essen- 
tial agenis  of  one  Department' should,  at  allj  be 
affected  by  the'  number  that  may  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  a  distant  Department  of  the  Qarero- 
ment.  Under  the  limitations  contemplated,  se- 
rious' injuries  to  the  public  service  might,  and 
probably  would  happen.  A  public  vessel  might, 
by  stress  of  weather,  or  any  other  cause,  be  com- 
pelled  to  put  into  a  port  where  there  i*  no  agent. 

undertake  to  purchase  supplies  himself;  he  knowi 
nothing  about  the  state  of  the  appropriations,  and 
would  not  choose  (o  put  to  hazard  all  his  pay,' 
probably  all  his  fortune.  He  must  write  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  instructions;  and  hence 
would  result,  injuries,  necessarily  produced  by 
such  unavoidable  delays,  and  by  the  appoiutment 
of  some  temporary  a^ent,  -who  would,  probably, 
be  ignorant  of  bis  duties, 

■  The  Nary  Department  has,  hitherto,  distrib- 
uted the  advantages  of  public  expenditures,  su 
that  every  pact  of  tbe  Union  has  panic!  pa  ted. 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  those  ad- 
vantages would  be  monopolized  by  the  towns  in 


which  the  Department  would  hai 


these  towns  alf  purchases  would  be  loade. 

With  respect  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth 
section, itia  proper,and  It  is vt present  prescribed 
by  law,  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
shall  give  instructions  to  tbe  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  as  to  the  forms  of  rendering  accounts,  and 
as  to  his  giving  such  forms  to  the  nary  officers 
and  agents;  and  Ibis,  1  presume,  is  the  laientioa 
of  this  section.  It  it  not,  1  trust  intended,  that 
such  forms  shall  be  sent  directlv  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  agents  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

The  fifth  section  provides,  that  "  no  purchase 
or  contract  for  supplies  or  services,  shall  be  made 
without  the  President's  approbation,"  &e. 

Is  a  piece  of  keutiegcto  he  purchased,  the  Presi- 
dent roust  previously  approve  the  purchase  ;  is  a 
laborer  or  a  seaman  to  be  hired,  tbe  President 
must  previously  ^pptove  the  hiring.  What  does 
tbe  duty  of  approving  or  disapproving  a  purchase 
imply  *!  It  implies  a  knowledge  of  the  quality, 
value,  use,  and  quantity  required,  of  each  and 
every  article,  the  purchase  of  which  is  to  be  ap- 
proved or  disapproved.  If  such  knowledge  is. not 
possessed,  the  duty  cannot  he  properly  performed. 

But,  iuilependeDlly  of  the  Impropriety — the  un- 
Glaess  of  imposing  such  duties  upon  the  First 
Magistrate  of  the  nation — what  would  be  the 
eSect  in  jttmetKxt    In  some  few  cases,  itmighi 


be  partially  done  ;  in  moat  eases  it  wouM  occa- 
sion great  losses  and  delays.  In  cases  of  put- 
chases  at  the  seat  of  Qovernmeot,  it  might  be 
partially  done ;  but,  in  purchases  required  at  dis- 
tant ports,  it  would,  obviously,  produce  great 
delays.  Suppose  a  public  vessel  is  ai  Qihraltar, 
and  requires  supplies  ;  not  a  single  purchase  coula 
be  made  without  the  previous  approbation  of  the 
President;  and,  indeed,  under  the  provisions  of 
thisseciion,  not  a  man  could  be  entered,  to  supply 
the  place  of  .one  that  might  have  desettea,  or 
died,  or  have  been  killed  in  action. 

The  President,  it  is  provided,  may  approve, 
either  before  or  after  the  purchase,  &c.  This 
subsequent  nj^robation  of  toe. President,  to  puf' 
chases,  &<;.,  will  not  be  considered  as  a  matter  of 
course;  he^will  exercise  his  judgment,  and  ap- 
prove or  reject,  as  it  sbsll  dictate.  Who,  then, 
would  make  a  purchase,  at  the  hazard,  Isl,  of 
losing  the  whole  amount,  because  there  might 
not  be  funds ;  2d,  of  having  bis  purchases  disap- 
proved by  the  President?  No  agent  could,  es- 
pecially at  a  distance,  make  a  condition  with  the 
vender,  that,  if  tbe  President  did  notappcore  the 
purchase,  tbe  articles  should  be  returned  to  him 
without  any  compensation ;  because  no  person 
would  sell  under  such  circumstances. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  suggest  for  consideration, 
whether  il  would  not  be  an  improrement  of  the 
preseiit  system,  if  ibeseveral  Departments  of  tbe 
Qorernment  'were,  by  law,  required  to  make  to 
Congress  annual  reports  of  the  expenditures  of 
tbe  respective  Departments,  so  that  Congreea 
might  see,  whether,  in  any  case,  they  varied  ia 
object,  or  transcenned  in  amount,  the  esiimatea 
upon  which  the  appropriations  are  founded ;  and, 
if  they  did,  that  a  saFisfaciory  explanation  might 
be  therefor  made. 

AjT—Cirealar  to  the  JVosy  Agaili. 
Navt  Dbpabthent,  MircA  9, 1803. 

Tbe  appropriaiioQ  latv  oftbe  present  year, 
changing  the  classifications  made  by  the  law  of 
the  last  year,  renders  it  necessary  that  you  should 
receive' additional  iostrqctions,  as  jo  your  future 
conduct,  ib  making  requisitions,  and  in  tbe  man- 
ner of  expending  them. 

The  law  of  the  present  year  appropriates— 
For  tbe  pay  and  subsisienca  of  the  officers  end 

pay  of  tbe  seamen      -        -        -  9283.993  00 
For  pioTisions         ...         -      157,360  20 
For  medicines,  instrumeDls  and  hos- 
pital stores,  aud  all  expenses  on 

accoilnt  of  tbe  alck  -  -  -  7,700  OO 
For  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and 

other  military  stores  -  -  -  15,CK>0  00 
For  repairs  of  vessels,  store  rent,  attd 

other  contingent  expenses  -  183,000  00 
Foi    limber,  erdnaoce,    and  other 

materitla   for  74  gun  abips,  and 

transportation  .  -  .  -  114,425  00 
For  the  erection  of  sheds  and  navy 

yards,  including  docks  and  other 

improvements,  the  pay  of  supertn- 

tendents,  stotekeepere,  clerks,  and 

leboreni       -        - ,      -       -        -      48,741  87 
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Tbere  are  other  appropriaiioot,  which,  how- 
«Tet,  eiiher  relate  to  the  Maiine  Corpa.ot  are  for 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriatioas  for  1802,  for  ob- 
jccls  which  are  compreiieDdeil  under  the  above 
headi. 

I  bare  corainenced,  and  thall  progreM,  id  the 
czpcDdiiurea,  uoder  the  deierroiiiauon  not  lo  ex- 
ceM  ciiher  of  the  paiticular  sums  appropriated. 
I  cannot,  theterore,  lay  my  tojuoctions  on  you  in 
tcriDs  too  forcible,  to  be  extremely  particular  in  de- 
■iffniling,  in  your  requisition,  the  objecia  upon 
which  the  expenditures  are  to  be  made,  that  vrn 
may,  at  all  times,  be  able  to  uceriain  under  what 
heads  of  appropriation  to  make  lemiitances.  Il 
will  also  be  expected,  ihat  you  will  always  give 
a  prospective  detail  of  the  FipcDdiiures  as  tliey 
are  contemplated ;  that  we  may  make  remiiian- 
ees  with  I  full  undereiandiog  uf  the  objects  for 
which  they  are  made, and  thus  be  enabled  to  avail 
ourselTes,  if  necessary,  of  the  whole  sums  appro- 
priated, without  exceeding  either  in  the  expendi- 

lo  your  letters  of  requisition,  yon  will  be  plea- 
(cd  to  exclude  all  matter  irrelative  to  the  requi- 
sition. Bould  it  be  necessary  to  write  to  the  De- 
partment on  other  points  at  the  same  ttms  that 
you  write  for  a  remittance,  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate them  in  a  separate  letter. 

We  shall  pay  no  money  upon  your  requisitions 
unless  made  in  conformity  to  toe  preceding  ar- 
laogemeats,  and  I  confidently  rely  npoa  your  ex- 
aitions  to  enable  me  to  carry  these  arrangemeuts 
into  complete  eflect. 

The  Accountant  of  the  Navy  will  give  you  in- 
alructious  as  to  expendituret. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  R.  SMITS. 


Navt  Defabtheht,  Ataotmiantt  Office. 
Sik:  the  system  adopted  at  this  office  for  ar- 
ranging the  expenditures  of  the  Department,  re- 
ouires  that  the  several  objects  and  expenditures 
snould  be  kept  separate  and  distinct,  as  they  fall 
under  the  following  heads,  viz: 
Pay  of  the  Navy,  &c. 

Hospital. 
Contingeut. 
Ordnance. 

Navy  yard*  and  docks. 
Pay  of  superinieodeots,  storekeepers,  &c. 
Oun  boats. 
The  first  of  these  heads  will  embrace  all  pay- 
ments made  oa  accoaoi  of  Ihe  pay  or  subsistence 
of  officer*,  or  the  pa^  of  seamen. 

The  second  will  include  all  payments  for,  or 
on  account  of,  provisions. 

The  third,  all  medicines,  instruments,  at\d  hos- 
pital stores. 

The  fourth,  all  expenditures,  of  whatever  na- 
ture, on  account  of  repairs  to  vessels,  and,  indeed, 
all  other  expenses  not  falling  under  any  of  the 
other  specific  heads. 

The  fifth,  all  ordnance  or  military  stores  pur- 
chased for,  01  on  account  of  the  Navy. 


le  sixth,  all  expenses,  of  whatever  nature,  in- 
curred in  the  improvement  of  the  navy  yards. 
docks,  and  wharves. 

The  seventh,  the  salaries  and  wages  of  sapei- 
intendents,  storekeepers,  &c. 

The  ei^nib,  all  expenses,  of  whatever  naiare, 
incurred  in  building  and  equipping  ^tmboats. 

The  form  herewith  ttansmiited,  is  framed  on 
the  principles  of  this  system,  agreeably  to  which, 
you  will  render  your  accounts  to  this  office, 
nioalhly.  Ic  may  also  be  necessary  to  observe, 
ihat  it  will  be  proper  to  accompany  your  sun* 
mary  statement  by  abstracts  for  expenditates  on 
account  of  each  vessel,  or  other  specific  object, 
extending  in  your  summary,  in  one  line,  the  ag- 
gregate amount  expended  on  the  particular  object. 
And  further,  that,  as  the  commanding  officers  are 
held  rexpooMb'e  for  regulating  all  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  the  vessel  under  their  immediate  com- 
mand, no  supplies  can  be  furnished  but  by  tjke 
ition,  or  with  the  concurrence  in  wriline  of 
the  officer  commanding  ;  and,  in  all  cases  where 
articles  are  delivetedj  or  services  of  aay  kind 
rendered  to  a  vessel,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
commanding  officer  to  receipt  for  the  articles,  and 
'o  certify  that  the  services  were  readered;  and 
his  evidence,  in  addition  to  bills  with  receipts, 
itaiing  the  amount  paid  for  all  ex^oditoreswhat- 
;ver  on  account  of  ihe  vessel,  will  be  necesurr, 
o  entitle  you  to  credit  at  this  officer  And  for  all 
expenditures,  of  whatever  nature,  bills  and  re- 
ceipts  will  be  required.  It,  also,  may  not  be  un- 
necessary to  observe,  that  all  receipts  must  be 
Vgned  bjr  the  person  entitled  to  receive,  and  that 
'be  receipt  of  one  person  for  another  will  not  be 
.dmitted,  unless  accompanied  by  an  order  ia 

No  payments  or  advances  are  to  he  made  to 
,nv  officer  of  ttie  Navy,  on  account  of  pay,  Ac, 
inless  particularly  instructed  from  this  Depari- 
aent. 

Herewith,  you  will  also  receive  a  form  for  tJie 
return  of  public  stores.  The  object  of  this  return 
is,  to  exhibit  a  clear  and  disiioct  view  of  the 
number,  quality,  and  value  of  the  articles  pur- 
chased, and  not  immediately  expended  or  deliv- 
ered; and,  also,  those  received  from^  agents,  or 
vessels  of  war,  arranged  in  appropriate  columns. 
Quarterly  returns  of  these  acconou  will  be  made 
io  this  office,  exhibiting  the  number,  quantity, 
and  value  of  the  several  articles  on  hand  at  the 
beginning  of  the  quarter,  the  articles  purchased 
within  the  quarter,  and,  also,  those  received  from 
other  navy  agents  or  vessels  of  war,  as  well,  also, 
those  that  ma^  be  delivered  within  the  quarter, 
thereby  showmg  the  balance  of  arlictea  remain- 
ing on  hand  at  Ibe  end  of  the  quarter.  Touchers 
for  all  deliveries  must  also  accarapany  liie  return. 
Respectfully,  I  am,  &«■ 

Navy  DtPABTHEitT,  Aecmaaant't  €>Mct. 
Febrvary^A,  1809. 
The  forgoing  is  a  copy  of  instiuctions  ihit 
issue  from  this  office  lo  Ihe  navy  agents,  in  refa- 
tion  to  the  manner  of  keepiqs  and  exbibitiag 
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ibeir  aocoBBts,  vatrki^  tin  h»di  of  expeodiinre  '  Tbal,  by  thii  met,  a  cidsea  mar  be-deprinid  of 
from  time  to  lime,  as  it  may  be  necesaarf^  to  eor-  his  properly  witbout  an  oS^ncB  committed,  with- 
reigoDd  wiih  tbe  ipeciAe  appropriaiioai.  ovi  proof,  without  trial,  without  iudgmeat,  t  ' 


tbii  system  it  wai  thought  adrisable,  by  thi 
Depatimaiit,  lo  adopt,  in  in*  yet  '  "  ' 
has  Iwen  putsued  eTet-tinee.  Am 
time,  the  accounts  wer«  jupt  under  heads  of 
expendiiare,  according  to  inslructions- from  tfae 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasnrr!  without  rkgardicK 
the  spectGo  beads  of  appropriation. 

THOMAS  TURNER,  Acamntftnt. 


THE  EHBASGO. 

[CamwciiieUad  to  the  Hoiwef  Feb.  6,  ISOQ.] 
To  Iha  Hononble  Senite  and  Honoa  of  Beprateata- 
tivei  of  the  United  States  in  Uongnw  ansmUad, 
the  memooal  and  nmonsliaiice  of  >  meatias  of  nii- 
tens  of  th^  third  ward  of  the  ci^  of  Nm*  York,  as- 
sembled in  pnnasnca  of  public  notice,  ifapectfiilly 
■boweth : 

That,  in  the  exerciu  of  the  undoubted  rifhl  of 
freemcD.  your  meBHtiali^te  approach  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union,  to  remonstrate  against  eer- 
taia  provisioDS  of  the  late  aot  for  enforcing  the 
embargo.  At  the  same.time,  yoni  memanaliats 
offer  te  CoDsreas  a  aolema  assaranee  frf*  their 
readiueM  to  defend  the  ri|;bt8  of  their  coaoiry, 
not  only  against  suiHiigtiioa  ftom  thread,  but 
agaiattasiirpatioii  andiKepotiimal  home.  They 
are  fiimly  attached  to  the  ConBljiation  aad  Union 
of  these  Uoited  States;  and  wbeaevet  no  other 
alternatire  shall  remain,  (bay  will  be  ready  to 
lindicete,  in  arms,  the  caaia  of  iheir  country  and 
of  its  liboties.  ■         ,       ■  , 

Until  DOW,  it  ha^  been  the  boast  of  those  who 


IQO  as  Loe  greai  ouiwaiK 
rifhta,  that  tbe  trial  hy 
.  If  principle*,  in  their 
o  necesssrily  inter  woven 


that  our  citizens  are  liable  lo  punishment  only 
upon  JBilieiBl  eoDwctisn  of  oSencet,  not  on  su*- 

Sicioii;  that  no  persoa  can  b«  deprived  of  life, 
berty,  or  property,  without  due  {vocass  of  law  i 
that  tbe  (ight  of  being  secure  anunst  uoreasoiia- 
ble  searches,  cannot  be  riolated;  that  warranis 
CBDiiot  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported 
by  oath  or  affirmaiioa;  and  as  [be  great  bulwark 
of  defence  for  all  these     '  '"    --^ ------ —■-'  '--- 

jury  shall  bt  preserved. 

nature  so  original,  aud  » 

with  the  fabric  of  every  free  Oor^toment,  can 

Deed  a  formal  saociioi),  it  will  1^  found  in  the 

letter  of  the  fourth^  fifth,  and  seventh  amead- 

meots  to  tbe  Constitution,  and  in  tbe  spirit  of 

every  part  of  tLat  instrument. 

In  tne  act  against  which  your  roenMrialists 
remonstrate,  thtj  see  direct  and  palpable  viola- 
tions uf  these  principles,  in  the  following,  astoog 
Dtbec  particulars: 

That,  by  this  act,  a  citisen  may  be  deprived  of 
bisproperty  wilboat  proeew  of  law: 

That,  by  this  act,  a  citizen  may  be  desired  9f 
bis  property  at  the  caprice  of  individaals,  not 
ooly  woen  innocent  of  any  offense,  but  of  thein- 


ont  the  beoefit  of  a  legal  appeal  against  tbe  in- 
■tiee,  snd  witboat  remedy: 

That,  by  Ibis  act,  our  'propwty  is  subjected  to 
iastructiocs  from  the  President,  which  maybe 
kept  secret;  which  may  be  different  for  different 
classes  of  men ;  which  may  proceed  from  misia- 
fomation.  or  worse  estntes ;  and  wbieh  may  be 
partial,  arbitrsry,  and  oppressive: 

That,  by  this  act,  our  property  is  placed  under 
tbe  discretion  of  officers  of  the  revenue,  with 
more  than  judiciaL  powers,  who,  yet.  are  not 
sworn  as  judges,  not  liable  to  impeachment  as 
sDch  ;  Bor  independent  in  office,  nor  presumed  to 
be  learned  in  the  laws,  nor  bouad  to  examliw 
fiicis,  or  hear  tbe  accused: 

That,  by  thia  act,  our  property  is  subjected  to 
seinrres,  wbieh  may  proceed,  not  only  irom  mis- 
lake  or  false  information,  but  from  private  malrce, 
Itarty  animosity,  or  other  eorntpi  motives: 
■  That,  by  this  act,  the  military  power  is  intrv 
duced  into  the  eieoution  of  municipal  law  before 
any  resistance  made,  and  whtat  there  is  neither 
rebellion,  war,  nor  danger  of  Invasion: 

That,  by  this  act,  we  are  subjected  to  veiatiom 
searches  and  intrusions,  without  probable  cause 
sopporied  by  oath  or  affirmation : 

That,  by  ibis  act,  belief  of  guilt  is  taken  for 
guilt  itiali^  and,  without  the  forms  ef  taw,  it  pan- 
ithed  aacordingly : 

That,  by  this  act,  we  are  subjected  to  aecfei 
and  odious  inqoisitioos,  inesmuch  as,  when  in- 
fiKiaed  against,  wa  have  no  meant  of  knowing 
the  accusation,  or  of  being  conftoMted  witb  the 
witnesses,  or  of  having  a  public  trial : 

That,  or  this  act,  new  conditiont  ar«  annexed 
te  boands  already  given,  and  some  of  these  condi- 
tions- impossible  to  be  performed :  ' 

That  tills  act  appears  iniended  to  bar  tbe  le^ 
pcmadiee  for  seizures,  and  other  wroDvs  which 
may  be  most  oppressive ;  and,  instead  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  our  undoubted  and  hitherto  undispu- 
ted birthright,  it  lefera  us,  for  redress,  ti 
■  ■    ■      "  J  d 


a  summary  hearing,  and  tbe  Snai  dtMretion 
ui«  Jiab'tct  judge: 

Thatjbythis  act,  the  Legidative,  Judieial,  and 
Biecuiive  powers,  ate  vested  in  one  man ;  which 
is  despotism. 

The  intention  of  yovi  memorialists  has  been  to 
conSna  themselves,  in  i^iis  remoDsirance,  chiefly 
to  the  objeciionk  of  unconiiiiutioaality ;  bat  they 
presume  to  notice-  seme  of  the  other  particulars 
lU  whiob  they  oonceive  the  act  to  be  oppressive 
te  the  citizens,  and  dangerous  to  public  liberty. 

The  excessive  aeeurity  required  for  vessels  and 
cargoes,  (being  six  limes  their  value,)  is  produc- 
tive of  various  veiatioD*  and  oppressions  upon 
aloMat  every  clas^  of  the  community.  Upon  the 
•mall  trader  and  boatman,  when  unable  to  find 
security,  the  act  operates  as  a  total  prohibition  of 
the  use  of  his  properly.  It  increaMs  the  expenses 
and  risks  of  those  -  enga^d  ia  iransportetioD  ;  it 
thes  diminiahea  competiiioa  and  supplies;  and, 
without    beneflttiog   the  iarmeri  enhances  the 
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ptiee*  of  fuel  and  proTuions  in  the  cities,  at  a 
time,  in  otber  respects,  lufficiently  calamitous. 

Tbe  great  DUmbei  aed  amount  of  bonds  wilt 
alio  involre  almost  the  wbole  mercantile  com- 
ronnity  in  responsibilities  lo  OoTerameat,  to  an 
amount  equal  to  tbai  of  ibeir  properly,  and  per- 
haps superior.  In  case  of  suits,  therefore,  it  may 
be  impossible  for  lb  em  to  procure  competent  bail; 
and  thus  tbe  liberty  of  a  great  portion  of  [be  citi- 
zens may  be  held  at  the  mercy  of  the  prosecuting 
officers  of  Government. 

Another  effect,  not  less  lo  be  deplored,  it,  that 
this  act,  like  all  arbitrary  poTers,  is  calculated  lo 
infest  socieiy  with  spies  and  informers.  It  will 
multiply  fe«>,  and  tbe  exactions  of  office,  encour- 
age prosecui  ions,  and  enrich  a  boat,  not  only  of 
spies  and  informers,  but  of  collectors,  surveyors, 
tide-waiters,  and  otbercntiam  house  officeri,  di~ 
iTicI  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks,  and  ibeir  snbc . 
dioate  agents,  who  will  fallen  upon  the  public 

If  another  ease  was  wanting  to  show  the  possi- 
ble oppressions  and  despotic  tendencies  of  the  acr, 
we  might  notice  its  application  to  oar  own  qiiy. 

The  city  of.  New  York  receives  its  supplies  of 
provieions  and  necessaries  by  boaia  and  water 
craft.  By  Ibis  act,  tboae  vessels  must  have  a 
general  or  special  pennisaion,  which  tbe  collec- 
tors may  refuse,  for  certain  reasons,  and  tbe  Presi- 
dent may  direct  them  to  refuse  without  any  rea- 
■on  whatever.  We  presume  New  Yofk  h  the 
only  city  on  earth,  where,  according  to  a  public 
and  formal  law,  tbe  people  may  be  starred  at  tbe 
mere  will  of  a  single  individual. 

Such  an  net  is  not  more  a  violaiion  of  ihe  ex- 
press words,  and  whole  scope  of  0UI  written  CoQ- 
iiitniioD,  [ban  it  is  an  attack  upon  those  fuudo- 
menial  principles^f  civil  liberty,  which, anterior 
to  all  chanerB  of  rights  and  powers,  farm  tbe 
%Bsis  of  every  social  compact. 

But  tbe  alarm  which  these  provisions  are  cal- 
culated to  inspire,  is,  if  possible,  increased,  when 
we  find  ihe  act  defended  on  tbe  recent  precedent 
exhibited  at  New  Orleans.  If,  indeed,  this  aci 
shall  as  soon  be  made  tbe  precedent  for  another 
similar, step,  there  may  be  scarcely  time  for  tbe 
people  to  awaken,  before  tbe  name  of  Amerioau 
liberty  will  be  remembered  only  as  a  dream. 

The  occasion  ^oea  not  require  vour  memorial- 
ists to  discuss  ihe  delicate  questi'on,  how  fqr,  in 
all  cases,  the  application  and  effect  of  laws  may 
be  CoDstiiulionally  subjected  to  the  instructionit 
of  Executiie  officers  j  but  we  can  readily  discern 
an  extreme  case  when  this  cannot  be  done.  No 
law  could  give  the  President  power  to  issue  in- 
■tructioQs  lor  taking  our  lives  by  miliUry  execu- 
tion, without  offence,  accusation,  proof,  trial,  or 
senlence,  upon  Ihe  collector's  mere  belief  of  onr 
iniention  to  violate  tbe  embargo.  Yet  liberty 
and  property  are  guarded  by  sanciions  as  strong 
u  life,  and  tbe  violation  of  one  is  no  more  a 
wouna  lo  tbe  Constitution  than  of  tbe  other. 

To  bardsbipa,  deprivstious,  and  oppressitHis, 
sach  as  this  act  may  impose,  it  scarcely  can  be  ex- 
peeled  that  the  freemen  of  this  country  will 
aabmlt. 


They  can  never  submit  to  military  gnvm- 

They  can  never  snrreoder  the  trial  by  jnry: 

They  can  never  eonseiit  to  hold  their  property 
subject  to  tbe  arbitrary  conirol  of  any  man. 

They  can  never  surrender  those  other  essential 
rights  of  freemen  which  are  gaarantied  by  tbe 
Slate  xnd  Qeneral  ConstitutiooH,  which  ibeir 
fathers  fouebt  to  maintain,  and  wbieb,  when  the 
occasion  call*  for  it,  thev  will  timo  know  how  u 
defend. 

Remote  at  we  are  from  the  seal  of  tbe  Geacnl 
Government,  we  well  know  that  CongTMt  and 
the  Eiecuiive  bivebeen  assailed  and  deceived  by 
interested  individuals  and  intrigoert  fer  office. 
Such  persons  are  seeking  a  mocnenUry  proGi  in 
measures  which  idsy  ruin  their  comtry.  Nor 
the  suggestion,  thai  these  are  the  opinioai  of 


that,  in  this  and  the  neighboring  States,  tbe  : 
has  excited  a  spirit  which  is -rapidly  onitipgiU 
real  friends  of  the  country  in  a  common  seaiimeat 
of  disapprobation.  We  deplore  the  Uet,  ibat 
Congress  should  remain  ignorant  of  the  strength 
of  ihit  sentiment,  or  be  Tegardle«si>ritsexpressiaDs. 
We  solemnly  forewarn  aur  Qovernment  of  the 
dangers  which  may'  ensue  from  an  iiiempi  to 
array  ilt  powers  againti  the  rights  of  the  ciiizeos, 
or  to  enforce  an  act  which  can  never  beeiecDied 
agtintt  the  will  of  a  free  people. 

And  we  respectfully  pray  Congress  that  Uw 
act  aforesaid  may  be  immediately  repealed. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  themselves,  and  of  the 
citizens  assembled,  by 

J.  LITTLB.  ChairmoK, 
K  DUNSCOMB,  f 


CLAIM  OE' THOMAS  PAINE. 

[CammnnicBted  to  Qu  Honia,  FebmaiT  1, 1809.] 

Ur.  H01.MEB,  from  the  Commiiiee  of  Cbimi,  to 

"Horn  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas 

line,  made  the  following  report : 

ie  memorialist  stales,  that,  in  the  beginnin; 
of  February,  1781,  he  sailed  from  Boston  ie  the 
frigate  Alliance,  wilh  Colonel  Laurens,  who  ni 
appointed  by  Congress  to  negoiiaie  a  loan  wiUi 
the  French  QovernmenE,  for  the  benefit  oi  iat 
United  States  ;  that  he  aided  in  effecting  the  im- 
portant object  pT  this  mission,  and  thus  volnih 
larily  rendered  an  essential  service  to  the  conolry, 
for  which  he  has  received  no  conipen.salion.  Tbii 
memorial  was  presented  to  Congress  at  their  last 
»essiD0,  unaccompanied  with  any  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  tbe  slatement  of  facts.  The  Commiiiee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  it  was  then  referred,  endeav- 
ored to  procure,  from  proper  sources,  tuch  inforai- 

I  as  would  guide  them  in  making  an  equita- 
ble decision  apon  the  case.  The  Jonmals  a 
Congress,  under  the  former  Confederation,  vert 
diligently  examined,  but  nothing  was  thenu 
found  tending  to  show  that  Mr.  Paine  was  in  vf 
manner  coonecied  with  the  mission  of  CoJiM 
Laurens,    It  appears  that,  on  the  18th  day  ef  0«- 
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tober.  1763.  two  retolaiiona  were  adopted 

of  Mkjot  JacksoD  ;  one  for  deftiriag  eeriain  ex- 

Cm  incident  lo  the  misaion,  tbe  other  Rllowiog 
I  $1,450  B!i  a  full  compenMiioQ  far  his  lervicet, 
while  Bcting  as  M^relsry  (oGolonet  Laurene.  A 
letter  from  the  Vice  Prenideiit,  ia  anawer  to  one 
addressed  lo  bitn  hy  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  '\t  herewith  preiea'ed.  It  will 
be  ohMrred,  that  the  matement  Of  this  Kemleman 
ia  from.  iDfomiaiioii,  and  not  from  his  own  know- 
ledge.' That  Mr.  Paine  embarked  with  Colonel 
LonreDs  from  the  United  States  for  Frtaoce  maf 
be  admitied,-  bgt  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was 
employed  by  the  Qorernment,  or  eren  soticiied  by 
koy  officer  thereof  to  aid  in  the  aecomplishmeot 
of  the  object  of  the  miision  with  which  Colonel 
Laurens  was  idlrasted,  or  that  be  took  any  part 
whatever,  after  htaartiTal  in  France,  in  forward- 
ing the  oegoiiaiion  ;  your  Committee  are,  Ihere- 
'-  fore,  of  opinion  that  the  memorialist  has  not 
established  the  fact  of -his  htTiDg  rendered  the 
■erTiee  for  which  he  asks  to  be  compensated. 

On  the  26lh  of  Aoffusi,  1785,  Coogren,  by  a 
reeolDiioD,  declared  that  Thomas  Paine  was  en- 
titled to  a  liberal  KtBtificalioo  from  ibe  UaileU 
States  for  his  uosoTiciled  and  continued  labors  in 
expleining  knd  eofbrcing  the  principleB  of  the  lata 
BeToIatioD ;  and,  on  the  3d  of  OcioDcr  following, 
tbe  Board  of  Treasury  were  directed  to  take  order 
for  paying:  Mr.  Paine  .three  tbousand  doHars,  for 
the  ooDsideralioDS  menliuned  in  the  above  resolu* 
tioD.  This  sDm.  il  appears,  Mr.  Paioe  received 
on  the  lltb  October,  1785.  That  Mr.  Paine  reo' 
dered  great  and  eminent  services  to  the  United 
Stales,  daring  tbeir  straggle  for  liberty  and  inde- 
pendeDce,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  person  ac- 
qoainted  with  bialabon  in  the  eanse,  and  attached 
to  the  principles  of  theooniealt  Whether  he  has 
been  geaerously  requited  by  his  country  for  bis 
meriiorioDs  exertions,  is  a  question  not  submitted 
to  yoar  Committee,  or  within  tbeir  prorinca  to 
decide. 

The  following  resolution  is  offered  to  the  House: 
Jtaolved,  That  Thomas  Paine  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  memorial]  and  the  papers  accom- 
panyiDg  tbe  same. 

Nbw  Yonx,  JPAniary,  14, 1808. 

Citixen  Representatives :  In  mr  memorial  to 
CongreM  of  the  31st  of  January,  I  spoke  of  a  re^ 
solve  of  tbe  old  Congtest  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars to  me,  aod  said  that  the  resolve  had  lelaiioD 
to  a  matter  it  did  npt  express ;  that  Elbtidge  Q?r- 
ry  was  chairman  of  the  commiltee  that  brought 
in  that  resolve ;  and  that  if  Congress  referred  the 
memorial  lo  a  commiiiee,  I  would  write  to  that 
committee,  and  inform  them  of  the  particular-  -'' 
it.  It  has  relation  to  my  conduct  iD  the  afTai 
Silaa  Dean  and  Besnmareliais:  The  case  is  as 
follows : 

When  I  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  A&irs,  all  the  pipers  of  the 
secret  committee,  none  of  which  had  been  seen 
by  Congress,  came  into  my  bands.  I  saw,  by  the 
eorresponileace  of  that  ooBimiltea  with  paeom 


I  Europe,  particularly  with  Arihtir  Lee,  that  the 
ores  which  Sitss  Dean  and  Beaumarchais  pre- 
■ended  they  haif  parcbased  were  a  present  from 
ibe  Court  of  France,  nod  came  out  of  the  King's 
irsenals.    But,  as  ihis  was  prior  to  ihe  alliance, 
and  while  the  Bnglish   ambasiadnr  (Stormont) 
IK  at  Paris,  tbe  Court  of  France  wished  it  not 
be  known,  and  therefore  proposed  that  "a  small 
quantity  of  tobacco.  orKome  other  produce,  should 
beaent  to  the  Cape  {Cape  Fraa^oia)  to  give  it 
the  air  of  a  mercantile  transaction,  repealing  over 
and  over  again  that  it  was  for  a  cover  only,  and 
not  for  payment,  as  tbe  whole  remittance  waa 
graiuilous."    (See  Arthur  Lee's  letters  lo  tbe  s»- 
et  committee;  see  alio  Benjamin  Franklin's.) 
Knowing  these  tbint^s.  and  seeing  that  tbe  pub- 
;  were  deceived  and  imnosed  tipoo  by  the  pre- 
tensions of  Deao,  I  took  the  subject  up,  and  pub- 
lished ihreepiece^in  Dnnlap'sPniladelpbia  paper, 
headed  with  the  title  of  "Common  Sense  to  the 
Public  on  Mr.  Dean's  aSairs."    John  Jay  waa 
then  President  of  Congress,  Mr.  Laurens  having 
resigned  in  disi^ust. 

After  the  third  piece  appeared,  I  received  an 
oi^er,  dated  Gonrressi  and  signed  John  Jay,  that 
''TboBias  Paine  uo  attend  at  tbe  bar  of  this  Honse 
immediilely  ^'  which  I  did: 

Mr.  Jay  took  up  a  newsraper,  and  said,  "Her* 
is  Mr.  Dunlap's  paper  of  December  29.  In  U  ia 
a  piece  entitled  'Common  Sense  to  tbe  Public  a 
Mr.  Dean's  aflsirs;'  1  am  directed  bjj~ 
ask  you  if  you  are  the  author.'?.  .  ,  , 
the  author  of  that  piece."  Mr.  Jay  put  the  aamv 
question  on  ibe  other  two  pieces,  and  received  tfte 
same  answer.  He  then  said,  you  may  withdraw. 
As  soon  as  I  WBS  gone,  John  Penn,  of  Nortb 
Carolina,  moved  tbai  "Thomas  Paine  be  dis- 
charged from  tbe  office  of  secretary  of  ihe  Com- 
mittee  for  Foreign  Affairs,"  and  prating  Qouv- 
erneur  Morris  seconded  the  motion  ;  bat  it  was 
lost  when  potto  the  vote,  the  States  being  equally 
divided,  t  then  wrote  to  Congress,  requesting  a 
hearing,  and  Mr.  Laurens  made  a  motion  fortnat 
purpose,  which  was  negatived.  The  next  day  I 
sent  in  my  resignation,  saying,  ibat  "  as  I  cannot^ 
eonslslenily  with  my  character  as  a  freeman,  sub- 
mit lobe  censured  unheard,  therefore,  to  preserve 
that  characer  and  maintain  that  right,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  resign  the  office  of  seereiary  to  the 
Committee  for  Foreign  Affaire,  and  I  do  hereby 
resign  the  same." 
After  this  I  lived  as  well  as  I  could,  hiring  my- 
Owen  Biddle,  of  Philadelpfaia, 


by  Congress 


till  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  appointed 
me  clerk  of  tbe  General  Assembly.  But  I  still 
went  on  with  my  publications  on  Dean's  affairs, 
till  tbe  fraud  became  »>  obvious,  that  Congress 
were  ashamed  of  supporting  him,  and  be  sbscond- 
ed.  Ha  went  from  Phifadelphia  to  Virginia.and 
look  shippiag  for  France,  and  got  over  to  £n^ 
land,  where  he  died.  Doctor  Catling  told  me 
be  took  poison.  Gtonveroeur  Morris,  by  way 
of  making  apology  for  his  conduct  in  that  affair, 
said  to  me,  after  my  return  from  France  with 
Colonel  Laurwis,  "  Well  1  we  were  all  duped, 
and  1  anmog  Lh«  leat." 
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At  ihe  nlaiy  I  hid  aa  secretarr  to  tha  Con' 
mitiee  of  Foreign  ASaira  w»!  but  mibII,  being    | 
only  $800  a  year,  aad  u  that  had   been  frettedj  . 
iowa  hf  the  depreciation  to  leaa  than  a  fif^h  o^' 
iti  Donaioal  value,  I  viote  to  -CoDgren,  ihen'  si$- 
liDgat  New  York,  (it  was  after  ibe  war,)  lamake 
np  the  depreciatioD  of  my  salary,  aod  also  for 
•ome  incideDtal  expenses  I  had  beeD  at.     This 
letter  was  rei'erted  to  a  commiitee,  lof  which  Kl- 
bridgie  Qerry  was  cbairmaD. 

Mr.  Gerry  then  came  to  me,  and  said  that  the 
aomoiittee  bad  coosulied  on  tbe  subject,  and  they 
intended  lo  bring  in  a  baodsome  rep(»[,  but  (hat 
they  thought  it  belt  not  lo  take  any  uolioc  of 
your  letter  oc  make  any  reference  to  Dean's  af- 
iaii-  or  your  salary.  They  will  indemnify  you, 
aaid  be,  without  it.  The  case  is,  (here  are  bodw 
motions  on  the  Journal  of  Congress,  for  ccasiu- 
ing  you  with  respect  to  Deao'a  affair,  which  can- 
not now  be  recalled,  because  ibey  hKfe  been 
printed.  Therefore,  we  will  briof  in  a  report 
that  will  supersede  ibem,  without  nnntioDing  the 
purport  of  your  letter. 

This,  citizen  tepresentativet,  iii  u>  explanation 
of  the  resolve  of  the  old  Coi^reti.  it  was  an- 
indemnity  to  me  for  some  iajustioe  dene  m*.  for 
CoDgress  bad  acted  disbonorablr  to  me.  How- 
•Ter,  I  prevented  Dean's  fnudutent  deaind  be- 
ing paid,  and  bo&i  the  oonntry  is  obliged  tome^ 
bat  I  became  the  victim  of  my  Integrity. 

I  preferred  stating  tfais  explanation  to  theetMB- 
itiUee  rather  than  lo  make  it  publia  in  ny  me- 
norial  la  Congreu.  THOMAS  PAINE. 

New  ToitE,  P*RTmoi»  st.,  No.  68, 
fVmiary  88, 1808. 

8iK :  I  addressed  a  memorial  to  Congreus  dated 
January  21,  which  was  presenied  by  Oeorife  Clin- 
ton, junior,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
CtaJmi.  As  900Q  as  I  knew  to  what  committee 
it  was  referred,  I  wrote  to  that  committee^  sod 
informed  them  of  the  panieulnrs  respecting  a 
role  of  the  old  Congress  of  $3,000  to  me,  as  I 
Bieniioned  I  would  do  in  my  memorial ;  since 
which  1  have  heard  nothing  of  the  memorial  or 
of  any  oroceedings  upon  it. 

It  will  be  coQveoient  to  me  to  know  what  Con- 
gress will  decide  00,  because,  it  will  determine  me 
whether,  al^er  so  many  years  of  generoui  services, 
and  that  In  the  most  perilous  times,  and  after 
seventy  years  of  age,  1  shali  continue  in  this 
eountty,  or  offer  my  services  to  some  other  coun- 
try. It  will  not  be  to  Englaod,  unless  there 
ahould  be  a  revolution. 

My  request  to  you  is,  that  you  wilt  call  on  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  bring  in  ibeir  report,  aod 
that  Congress  wootd  decide  upon  jt.  I  shall  then 
know  what  lo  do. 

Yours,  in  friendship, 

THOMAS  PAINE. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  Bouie  of  Sept. 

New  Youk,  Mar<A  7, 1806. 
fim ;  I  wrote  yon  a  week  ago,  prior  lo  lite  date 
<rf'  Ibis  letter,  reipecliog  oajr  memotigl  lo  Coa- 


gresa,  b«t  I  bare  sot  yet  saan  wi  aeeoimi  of  aay 

proceeding*  upon  it. 
I  know  Dot  who  the  ConBiUee  of  Ckain*  ait, 
leas  than  a  fif^b  o^  but  if  they  ate  men  of  younger  aUiMliag  tbaa 
"the  times  that  tried  men's  aouU,"  and,  com^ 
quenily,  too  young  to  know  wluit  the  coadiiioi 
of  the  coBolty  war  at  tbe  lime  I  pabliibed  Cam- 


',  (for  1  do 


t  belie 


wouM  have  been  declared  bad  il  not  b>«B  br  the 
effaet  of  that  work.)  they  are  not  c&pable  ofjwlg- 
iog  of  the  whole  of  tbe  services  of  Tbomw  Fsiae. 
Toe  Pfeaident  aitd  Vice  Presidcat  cmm  give  yea 
iaformation  on  thoae  aubjeoia,  aa  abo  eaa  Ml 
Smilie,  who  was  a  member  of  lb*  Peaaaylvk- 
nia  Legialjutire  at  the  timee  I  am  ^eakiig  oC 
He  know*  the  iaooBveoienaes  I  was  oAa  pat », 
for  tbe  old  Congress  treated  me  with  ingiauiade, 
tbey  aeeoied  lo  be  disgusted  at  my  foptitntj,  sad 
noted  towards  me  as  a  rival  iosUad  of  a  focad. 

The  explanation  I  aeot  to  the  eomnitiK  ■«• 
specting  a  resolve  of  the  old  CoagKaa  while  tbey 
sat  at  New  York  should  tie  knowa  lo  CoogrcH. 
but  it  seems  to  taa  that  the  eommittee  keca  ev- 
erything to  themselves,  aod  do  aothing.  If  lay 
meBorial  was  rebrred'  lo  the  ComnilKc  of 
Claims,  for  the  purpose  of  loaiag  il,  il  u  aBBaaly 
policy.  AlUr  so  many  yeara  ofaerviee  mj  htut 
gfovrs  eold  toward  America. 

.Yours,  JB  ffiendahip, 

THOMAS  PA1N£. 

Hon.  Spbakeii  of  (A«  Bmme  ef  J^pa 
'     P.  a.  1  repeat  my  request,  ihit  joq  would  call 
on  tbe  Commiitee  of  Claims  to  bnng  ttt  their  re- 
port, and  that  Congress  would  decide  upon  it. 

S&if i,TE  CBAMUEa,  Afordi  23,  I80S. 

Six:  From  the  information  I  received  at  ib* 
time,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Ui.  Paine  ae- 
oompanied  Colonel  Laureoq  oa  hi*  BitHoa  la 
Franoe,  in  tbe  course  of  our  ReTolaiioaair  war, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  negotiating  a  loan,  and  tkaX  be 
acted  as  his  secretary  on  that  occa*ioa;  bat  al- 
though I  have  no  doubt  of  the  Xruth  <£  iks  &ct. 
I  cannot  assert. it  from  my  own  acttiai  knowl«4fC. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  d^dieat 
servant,  OBORGE  CLINTON. 

Daviu  Holubs,  Esquire. 


CUMBERLAND  BOAS. 

fCominnntcated  to  Ooagrees,  febrvMtj  IT,  IMft] 
7b  tkt  Smalt  md  Soutt  of 

SeprttaUaliiie*  of  Hit  VmiUd  Stata  .- 
I  now  traasmit  to  both  Housae  of  Cosgrcsa 
report  of  Ihe  Commissionen  appoiaied  oacler  tW 
act  of  March  S9,  1606,  concerning  a  road  fioa 
Cumberland  lo  Ohio,  beiac  a  aiatemcat  ai  tbt 
proceedings  iinder  tbe  sain  act,  since  thcii  tiff 
report  cooamuateated  to  Coogres,  in  order  tbr 
Congress  dkay  be  eaabled  lo  adopt  saob  fnrtW 
measures  a*  may  be  proper  under  existing  ee- 
cumstaaees.  TH.  JKFFBRSuS- 

DsoEHBBB  13,  isoa. 
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CuoAtrland  Road. 


'Ain9DBT9l),'1806. 
The  BitdsnigDed,  two  of  ibe  Coicminionf 
tieder  th<  Imw  to  regutate  the  laying  out  ai 
making  a  road  from  CmbberlaDd,  In  tbe  Stale  of 
Murf  land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  report  to  the 
President  of  the  United  State*,  that,  hariDg  in 
May  Ust  retained  the  duties  auignvd  them,  tbe^ 
have  eiteaded  the  localioB  of  the  route  to  the 
Ohio  tiTer,  which,  with  the  otirer  parts  hereto- 
fore reported,  completes   the  location,  gradiog. 
and  marking  ib«  vbole  route  from  Gumherlaod 
to  the  river  Ohio,  agreeably  to  ib«  plat,  conrM, 
■nd  distance!  fbereof,   whicb  acoompan)'  tfaii 

The  irat  reparl  of  the  Gi>n>mtaiiotien<oD  thlR 
miTijcct  state*  tbe  reason*  and  necessity  for  adopt- 
ing, as  a  croMing  place  on  tbe  Ohio  river,  a  pHUoi 
opposite  tbe  loiret  end  of  Wheelen  island.  " 
apprvachiog  the  Ohio  with  tbe  loeation,  it 
found  that  ibia  point  could  be  reached  on  a  n 
somewhat  shorter  Ibaa  bj  passing  throogh  the 
lowB  of  Wherfea.  It  was,  however,  also  aicer- 
tained  that  the  portage  between  tbe  Mononga- 
beta  and  tbe  Ohio  rivers  would  not  be  length- 
ened by  passing  through  the  town  which  lies  on 
tbe  east  bank  M  the  Ohiotand  affords  as  eligible 
a  port  for  embarkation  as  tbe  lower  point.  In 
consideraiioa  wbarecrf*,  ao^  that  mwjr  impoftani 
ad  van  tasei  would  be  presented  to  emigrants,  tra- 
ders, and  others,  in  a  choice  of  supplies  of  boats, 
stores,  and  odieracconlmodations  aloagthesbore 
tbrougb  the  town  a  mile  in  length,  which  could 
not  be  otherwise  ts  conTenientty  obtained,  and 
that  as  the  gronnds  on  the  town  roate,  being  level 
nearly  the  whole  way,  held  a  decided  prefurence, 
the  Commiuioners  «ere  of  opinion  tbal  the 
town  route  was  entitled  to  a  preference,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  beat  calculated  to  secure  public  benefit, 
and  gaard  against  private  iniuries. 

In  reporting  the  parts  which  req^aite  the  most 
immediate  amelioration,  the  Commissioners  have 
to  slate  that  the  part  from  BroWnsTille  to  the 
Ohio,  like  tbe  other  part  of  the  route  reported, 
Dccnpiea  but  little  of  tbe  old  road ;  that  it  passes 
through  a  country  formed  wholly  of  bills  and 
hollows,  more  irregnlar  in  their  bearing;,  and, 
consequently,  rendering,  the  location  iflore  diffi- 
cnlt  and  ledions  than  that  heretofore  reported, 
and  confining  thB  route,  in  many  places,  to  the 
side*  of  hills  whieb,  from  necessity,  were  crossed 
oUiqnely. 

Proi^  these  circumstance^  .and  that  of  the 
rotigh,  stony  state  of  the  more  level  parts  in  the 
mountains,  it  Is  not  flippOeed  that  the  balance  of 
the  funds  appropriated  will  be  adequate  to  ibe 
expense  of  rendering  the  whole  *ay  barely  pass- 
able, and  mueb  less  to  make  it  conveniently  so; 
neither  is  it  believed  ibat  a  road  on  these  sideling 
grounds,  barely  of  safBcietil  width  to  pass  a 
wagon,  would  remain  passable  balf  a  year  with- 
out the  precaution  of  well-secured  conduits,  which 
an  uncovered  road  of  common  Width  will  not 
admit.  If  tbi»'opinion  should  lead  to  a  question, 
how  the  present  roads  through  that  country  are 
kept  in  passable  order,  tbe  fact  of  their  direction 
being  pnoeipally  adapted  to  the  erDuing  of  the , 


the  knote,  t 

eessiiy  of  digging,  win  fumiab  tbeaoswer;  wbiicN 
at  the  same  time,  it  aeeounts  for  ibe  steepness  of 
tbe  hilts  on  these  roads,  and  tbe  great  diffienlty 
and  Eufierings  eiperienced  in  passing  tbem.  Un- 
der all  tbe  existing  circumstances  relative  to  tb« 
application  of  the  remaining fbnds,  the  Commis- 
sioners are  imprcMed  with  a  belief  that,  instead 
of  ming  the  money  towards  making'tbe  wbqie 
war  merely  passable,  tbe  improvement  of  &  few 
dimcnit  places,  which,  in  that  way  may  be  ren- 
dered Bseftal  to  the  intercourse  on  tbe  roads  now 
in  use,  would  be  mncb  more  adtisabU,  as  mucb 

on  MneSt  would  result  from  it. 

Among  those  places  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
t)ie  Commissioners,  liare  the  highest  claim  to 
immediate  attention,  are  tbe  eiessrng  of  Ib« 
mouth  of  Donlap'i  efeek,  between  Brownorille 
and  Bridgeport^  a«d  the -crossing  of  WfaedeB 
creek,  between  Ae  town  and  tbe  Tower  point  of 
the  island.  At  bottt  the<e  creeks  bridges  are 
much  wanted.  The  nest  object  is  wbat  is  called 
the  Duf  kill|  near  tbe  town  of  Wheelea,  where 
considerable  diffienlty  and  hazard  is  encountered 
tot  want  of  a  safe  pass  acrosa  that  hill. 

As  bridges  built  with  wood,  when  supported 
..'Stone  pillars  and  abutment»,  and  judicioudy 
eonstrnetnl  ai>d  secured  from  the  weather,  may 
answer  every  purpose  for  many  years,  it  is  cod- 
eelved  thai  ine  combinatioa  of  economy  and  use- 
(blnesa  in  this  son  of  bridge  will  reeoimmenil 
their  adoption  for  the  present. 

From  a  rough  esiftimteoftfaeprobatilft expense 
of  these  ameliorations,  it  is  sapposed  tliat  for  a 
bridge  over  DWtiUp's  creek,  88,500  and  over 
Wbeelen  creek,t4,000  may  suffice,  with  the  vol- 
nntary  aid  wtiich  will  be  afforded  by  iheinhabi' 
tants  of  tbe  respective  places  i  and  that  $1,500 
may  be  useful^  a'nd  effeclually  applied  in  cat" 
trng  and  forming  a  secure  aiu]  easy  pasa  over 
WbeeleQ  hill.  It  is  suggested  for  const deratiotr, 
whether  the  moel  eligible  applitfstion  of  a.ay  sur- 
plus fund  would  be  in  making  >nd  perfecting  as 
mueh  road,  br  way  of  sample,  as  it  is  compeienl 
to,  near  Cumberland,  or  where  the  Virginia  line 
intersect  the  western  routeatQwy^n's  tavern. 

It  is  found  that,  fVom  Cumberiand  to  Browna- 

rille,.lhen  is  an  abundance  of  stone,  in  eonrenf- 

ent  situations,  for  the  purposes  of  bridges  and 

>veringthe  road.    Thegroands  from  BraWB»- 

lit  to  nhcelen  are  not  so  conveniently  stored, 
but  aSbrd  very  ample  supplies. 

The  object  of  this  esiabhsbment  being  to  aSbrd' 
safety  ans  facility  in  the  intercourse  upon  it,  ibe 
Commissionere  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  pi«- 
ptuous  in  them  to  suggest  their  ideas  of  the 
mode  of  makjajc  the  road  nest  calculated  to  »v 
complish  ibis  important  object,  and  which  the- 
peenliarity  of  the  grounds  seem  to  require^ 

The  law  directs  the  whole  width  of  the  road 
to  be  sixtv-six  feet.  AlibouEh  it  is  essential  to  a 
great  highway  to  have  sufficient  space  for  tbe 
admission  of  satt  and  air,  it  is  not  supposed  to  be 
intended  that  the  whole  breadth  should  be  re- 
dnced  M  B  form  passable  with  wagons  or  other 
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urritges,  or  cTeo  Knirle  bone.  Itisihonchttbit 
forif  Feet,  and  doc  less,  will  be  amiily  sufficient 
for  this  gieai  tbarougltrBre;  Iventy  feet  of  which 
to  be  covered  one  fool  d«ep  al  leant,  witb  broken 
■tone,  10  reduced  as  lo  pa»8  through  a  gauge  ring 
of  three  iaeheidiameleri  the  cOTered  partlo  be 
in  the  ceotre  of  the  forty  feet,  with  cross  con- 
duits at  tuitable  disiaiices.  well  paved  and  arnhed  ; 
ten  feet  od  each  side  of  ibe  corered  part  to  be 
leveL  crosswise  of  the  road,  except  only  >ach  iq- 
ctinaiioa  as  may  be  necesMry  to  prevei^i  water 
from  lying  on  the  uncorered  pari.  Sione  arches 
are  deemed  ihe  most  eligible  mode  nf  bridging 
all  ihe  streams  on  the  yft.y.  except  ibe  two  creek* 
already  mentioned,  aod  Ihe  Big  and  MiileYoug- 
bagaoo,  where  wooden  bridges  are  for  the  pres- 
seal  thought  roost  adTisable ;  and  except  ali^  the 
UoDongahela  river,  the  size  of  which,  >Dd  the 
high  floods  which  frequently  fill  and  partially 
DTeiBow'  ils  banks,  render  uie  biidgiog  of  that 
■tream  a  work  of  too  much  magnitude  to  encour- 
age ibe  atterupi  at  this  time,  but  jireseot  no  unu- 
SUkI  ltn[iedimenii  in  the  way  of  lerries. 

Tbe  iastrueiions  from  ihe  President,  under 
dale  of  Ihe  6ih  of  August,  not  having  come  to 
hand  before  finishing  the  work,  and  leaving  (bat 
pan  of  the  country,  the  Commissioners  hare  to 
•tale,  that  a  short  time  before  ihe  camplelion  of 
(be  route  now  reporied,  ihey  were  iuformed  bf 
several  of  the  inhabitanis,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  WashingtOD,  is  PeDOsylvania,  that  a  route 
had  beeo  carefully  run,  graded,  &c.,  at  private 
expense,  from  BrownsTilTe,  through  thai  town 
nearly  to  Wheeleo,  which  would  oe  found  iut 

i;..i-    ;f  ....    1 .u._    .Lj    jpyjg   |jj,|    off  by 

B  stated  to  be  capa- 


manded  a  Tarielf  of  adTantigcs,'  which,  ii  was 
believed,  would  give  it  a  preference;  all  which 
was  BO  confidently  asserted,  ihil  although  ihe 
Commissioners  were  coavinced,  from  the  xnowl- 
edge  they  ibeo  possessed  of  ihe  geographical  sit- 
uation of  the  town  of  Wasbio^Con,  that  some 
mistake  must  have  ^kea  place  in  the  represent- 
ation of  the  distance  on  that  route,  yel,  id  order 
to  gratify  tbe  solieitude  of  those  interested,  and 
to  ascerlain  lo  them  the  merits  of  their  claims, 
H  far  as  a  view  and  comparison  of  measurement 
and  local  advantages  could  effect  ii,  the  Com- 
missionerd  were  induced  to  make  thnt  view  and 
meafutement  on  their  return  from  Wbeelenj 
which  being  done,  ihai  roule  appeared  upwards 
of  four  miles  longer  than  ihe  route  locaied  hy 
tbe  Commiisiouers;  and  after  deducting  one  mile 
for  improvemtni,  being  ihe  uimq.'i.ii^appeared 
capable  of,  there  remained  a  difference  of  up- 
wards of  three  miles  against  the  Washington 
Toufe. 

It  was  well  known  to  tbe  Commiasiooer*  that 
tbe  distance  from  Browosville  to  Short  creek 
was  less  than  lo  Wheelnt,  end  that  to  Cbarlea- 
town  was  aiill  less  than  to  Short  creek  j  but 
knowing  also  that  Wbeelen  lay  one  dei^ree  north 
of  West  from  Brownsville,  and  notih  of  a  straight 
liae  from  tbe  UUer  place  to  Cbilicothe,  Vin- 


cennes,  and  SL  Lewis,  or  evcQ  to  the  centre  e( 
ihe  Stale  of  Ohio,  ibey  could  not  prefer  poiati 
■lilt  more  north,  which  would  conaequently  ia- 
crease  ibe  angle  at  the  Ohio,  and  uecraaarily  the 
diilance  in  passing  west  from  Browitsf ille ;  and 
if  Wbeelen,  Short  creek,  aod  Cbarlesiown,  had 
been  on  an  equality  in>all  other  respects,  Ike  eir- 
cumiiianee  of  Wbeelen  being  a  piriot  of  mon 
useful  navigation  for  the  boats  of  iradeis  m  etai- 
grantsat  low'waier,  conld  not  hare  escaped  the 
■iteniiOD  of  the  Commissioners  ia  deciding  oa 
ibe  point  best  eniiiled,  in  all  respecia,  to  a  pef- 

idersigned  hare  to  regret  the  aT 


tbeir  colleague,  Joseph  Kerr,    irbow  dwaesnc 

~~    ~  ~    I  would  not  dispense  witb  Um  persoaat 

I.  by  which  tbey  were  deprived  of  lite 


eon  earns  would  n 


benefit  of  bis  ct»-opetaiion,  and  coDac<)imilTUied 
with  a  larger  share  of  tbe  duties.  All  wwck  ii 
respectfully  submitted. 

BLIB  WILLIAMS. 

THOMAS  H00B8. 


CAPTAIN  PIKE  AND  COHPANfONB. 

[Commoiiiealed  to  the  Hoom,  Deeembcr  16,  IB08.] 
Mr.  John  Moktqohbht,  from  tbe  commiuee; 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolaiioD  to  toqnite 
whether  atiy,  and,  if  any,  what  eomprnsaiioii 
□Uglillo  be  made  10  Captain  Zebafao  M.Pike, 
paoiooB^  for  their  services  in  ex(kLo- 


Plntte  rivers,  and  in  tbeir  lour  through  New 
Sptiu,  made  the  following  report: 

That  it  appears  hy  the  docomenti  accompany- 
ing this  report,  that  Ihe  objects  of  each  of  tie 
exploring  expeditions,  together  witb  the  iuime- 
liuns.for  executing  ibem,  were  commnnieaied  lo, 
■  nd  approved  by,  tbe  President  of  the  United 
Stales:  that  the  conduct  of  Captain  Pike,  in 
each  of  ihe  expeditions,  alio  met  with  tbe  apfn^ 
bation  of  ihe  Presideni,  and  that  tbeiufonnatioa 
obtained  and  communicated  lo  tbe  Execntive  oa 
the  subjects  of  hi«  insiruclions,  and  particaUrly 
in  relation  lo  tbe  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  sai 
the  natives  in  that  quarter,  and  the  eountiy  gea- 
erally.  as  well  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  a>  that 
between  the  Arkansas  and  ihe  Miiiaoari,  andsa 
the  tx>rders  of  the' latter  exiensiTe  river  to  iu 
source,  and  the  cooniry  odjaceot,  is  highly  inta- 
estiog  in  a  political,  geographical,  andbtiiaricsl 
view;  anij  that  although  no  special  encootage- 
menl  was'^iveo  to  the  individuals  irbo  petfMnM 
these  laborious  and  dangerous  exp«tlitians,yelit 
was  but  reasonable  for  ihem.  should  they  forta- 
naiely  succeed  in  the  objects,  to  expect  somen- 
ward  from  Qovernment ;  that  tbe  zral.  penevo- 
ance.  and  intelligence  of  Captain  Pike,asc<» 
maoder,  hss  been  meritorious,  and  the  eoadnet^ 
the  individuals  generally  who  composed  the  JK- 
lies  respectively,  has  been  faithful,  aad  the  eE^ 
tions  arduous.    The  committee,  therefore,  aicDf 
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opiDioD,  that  eompenntioft  oo^ht  lo  bt  mmle  hj 
Uw  10  CspUin  Pike  and  bu  conpanioni. 

DocummU. 
Wab  DEPARjxntT,  Dec.  7, 1308. 

Sm:  I  hsrewilh  eDcloge  eopie*  of  theiaitrae- 
ikint  to  LieDtenani  Pike,  Tor  the  goTernmeni  of 
his  eoDduci  od  Ibe  two  exploring  expettilions  al- 
Inded  to  in  yoar  letter,  and  likeviie  lists  of  the 
Dame*  of  the  men  eampoBJng  those  parlies.  Yoa 
vilt  pereeive  that  the  iDstraetions  were  girca  bv 
Oeneral  Wilkinson;  the  object,  however,  of  each 
party,  together  with  Ihe  tnitrnctiooB.  were  eom- 
municaied  lo,  and  appiored  b;,  the  Ptesideat  of 
Ihe  United  Statee. 

AliboD'sh  uo  special  en cqDragemeDl  was  giren 
to  the  individuals  who  pedbrmed  these  laborious 
and  dangerous  expeditions,  yet  it  was  but  leasoo- 
able  for  them,  should  thef  forianatelf  succeed  in 
tbeir  objects,  toexpeci  a  tibeisl  reward  from  the 
OoTerament;  and. as  there  can  be  no  reasODable 
doubt  of  the  leal,  perseTerancej  and  iDielligeoee, 
of  the  commander,  or  of  the  faithful  conduct  and 
arduous  exertions  of  the  indiTiduals  generally, 
composing  the  respective  psriiei,  it  may,  I  trast, 
be  presumed,  that  no  objection  will  be  opposed  lo 
a  reasonable  corapeDsalion  for  tach  meritorious 

I  am,  rary  rctpectfully,  sit;  your  obedient  set- 
Tanl,- 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  J.  MoNTaoHBaY,  CAotrman,  fc. 

Hbadquartsbb,  St.  Looib, 

A/y30,1805. 

'Sir  :  Having  completed  your  e(]uipments,  rou 
are  to  proceed  up  the  Missiuippi  with  all  possible 
diligence,  taking  the  following  iosiniciions  for 
your  eeneral  government,  which  are  to  yield  U 
your  discreiion  in  all  eases  of  exigencr. 

You  -will  please  to  talte  the  course  or  the  river, 
and  calculate  distances  by  lime,  naling  rivers, 
creeks,  highways,  prairies,  islands,  rapids,  shoals, 
nine^  quarries,  tltnbei',  water,  loil,  Indian  vil- 
lages and  settlements,  in  a  diary  to  comprehend 
reBeetions  on  ihe  winds  and  weather. 

It  is  inierestlDg  to  Ooveroment  lo.be  foformed 
of  tbe  population  and  residence  of  the  sereral 
Indian  nations,  of  the  qtinotity  and  species  of 
skins  and  furs  they  barter  per  ananin,  and  their 
relative  price  to  gMids;  of  tlia  tracts  of  country 
on  which  ifaev  generally  make  their  hunts,  and 
ibe  people  with  whom  toey  trade. 

Ifou  will  please  to  examine  atrielly  for  an  in- 
terotediate  point,  between  this  place  and  Prairie 
dea  Chieni^  suitable  for  a  military  poet,  and  atso 
on  the  Wiseonaio,  near  tu  mouib,  for  aeimilar 
esmbliahmeDt,  and  will  obtain  the-cooseot  of  ibe 
Indians  for  their  erection,  infurmii^  them  thai 
they  are  intended  to  iaereaae  their  trade,  and 
ainelio'ate  their  condition. 

You  will  proceed  to  ascend  the  main  branch  of 
the  river  until  you  reach  the  source  of  it,  or  the 
seaHOo  may  forbid  your  farther  progieu  witbout 


endangering  ynor  return  before  the  waters  are 
frozen  up. 

You  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  laiitode  of 
the  most  remarkable  places  in  your  route,  with 
the  exteal  of  the  navigaiioo,  and  the  direction  of 
tbe  different  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  yon  will  not  fail  to  proeare  specimens  of 
woaiever  you  ma]r  And  curious  in  toe  mineral, 
vegetable,  and  animal  kingdoms,  to  be  rendered 
at  this  place. 

In  your  course  yon  are  to  spare  no  pain  a  to 
lonciliate  the  Indians,  and  to  attach  them  to  tbe 
Jnited  Sialee,  and  you  may  invite  the  great 
ihjefs  of  aocb.  distant  nations,  aa  have  not  been 
at  this  place,  to  pay  me  a  visit. 

Your  own  good  sense  will  regulate  the  eon- 
lumpiion  of  your  proviaiona,  and  direct  Ibe  di»- 
tribution  of  the  trifling  presents  which  you  may 
carry  with  you,  particularly  your  flags. 

I  wish  you  a  speedy^  pleasant  and  safe  lonr, 
and  am,  sir,  with  sentiraeats  of  respect  and  ea- 
teem,  yoitr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

P.  8.  In  addition  to  the  preceding  orders,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  obraio  permisMon  from  the  In- 
diaifs  who  claim  the  ground,  for  the  erection  of 
military  posts  and  trading- ho  uses,  at  tbe  mouth 
of  Ihe  river  St.  Pierre,  tbe  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
and  every  other  criiicat' point  whicli  may  fall 
under  vour  observation;  these  permissions  to  be 
granted  in  formal  conferences,  regularly  recorded, 
aod  the  ground  marked  off. 

J.W. 

Lieut.  Z.  M.  Pikb, 

l*t  Ttgivunl  it^oKtry, 

St.  Locib,  Jvm  S4,  1806. 

Sia:  You  are  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the 
eautonmeot  on  the  Missouri,  where  you  are  to 
embark  ibe  late  Osage  capiivea,  and  tbe  deputa- 
tion recently  returned  froia  Washington,  with 
iheir  presents  and  baggage,  and  are  to  transport 
the  whoie  up  ihe  Missouri  and  Osage  rivera,  lo 
the  toWD  of  the  tirapd  Ouge. 

The  safe  delivery  of  this  chaiye  at  the  point  of 
desiinaiion  constitutes  the  primary^bject  of  your 
expedition,  and,  therefore,  you  are  to  move  with 
such  caution  as  may  preveoi  surprise  from  any 
hostile  band,  and  are  to  repel  wita  your  utmost 
force  any  outrage  which  may  be  attempted. 

Having  lafely  deposited  your  pasaengers  aod 
their  property,  you  are  lo  turn  your  attention  to 
the  accomplisfamept  of  a  permanent  peace  be- 
tween the  Canzes  and  Osage  nations,  for  which 
purpose  you  must  effect  a  meeting  between  the 
head  chiefs  of  those  nations,  and  are  to  employ 
such  arguments,  dedueed  from  their  own  obvious 
ioierests,  ■«  well  as  the  inclinations,  desires,  and 
commands,  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
aa  may  facilitate  your  purpose,  and  aecouplisli 

A  ihird  object  of  considerable  magnitude  will 
then  claim  your  consideration;  it  is  to  effect  aa 
inierview  aod  establish  a  good  understanding 
vitb  the  Tan-e-tBus,  T-a-taus  or  Commanchei ; 
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for  this  parpoM  you  mmt  intcicsi  Wbiicbur  of 
the  Grind  Oaiae,  with  whom,  and  a  tuitabla  daps- 
talioD,  jaa  will  riiit  ihe  Panis  Bepabliqiw,  where 
you  may  iod  iitierpraiars  and  inforBa  yooraalf  of 
ibe  m(Nt  feaiible  plan  by  which  lo  bring  ihe 
CommaDchM  to  a  eoBrerenee.  Shonld  you  lue- 
oeed  ID  [hia  aderopt,  and  no  pain*  muM  be  spared 
t«  tStct  it,  you  will  eodeavor  lo  make  pence  be- 
tween that  diicani,  powcrrot  Dation,  and  the  na- 
tions which  inhabit  the  coantry  between  ua  aad 
theoi,  patiienlarly  the  Oiage;  and  fiaallf  yoo 
will  eaoeaTor  to  induce  eight  or  ten  of  iheii  dia- 
Ingaiebcd  chiefs  to  make 'a  ruil  to  the  aeat  of 
Qovfrnneot  next  September,  and  you  mav  at> 
tach  to  tbi*  deputation  four  or  fire  Paais,  aai  the 
Maae  number  of  Caozea  ehiefs.  At  your  ioter- 
view  with  the  ConmaBebei  will  probably  lea^l 

Eiti  lo  the  head  tevochee  of  the  Aikaan*  and 
ed  rivers,  yo«  may  find  yourself  approximated 
to  the  •ettleeaenia  of  NewMcxieo;  and,  there- 
fore,  it  will  be  necessary  yon  ahoold  move  with 
yreat  circumspeetioo,  to  keep  clear  of  any  buai- 
lug  OT  recaBueitring  parljei  from  that  province, 
and  10  prevent  alarm  or  oflence,  because  the  af- 
fairs of  Spain  and  the  tlniled  States  appear  lo  be  oa 
the  point  of  amicable  adjustment,  and,  moreover, 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  Pre&ident  to  cnitirata  friend- 
ship  and  barraooious  iotercourM  with  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  particularly  our  near^t  neigh- 
bets,  the  Spaoiarda. 

la  the  course  of  voui  tour  yon  are  to  remark 
ptrticolafly  upon  the  geographical  structure,  the 
nticral  hitiory,  and  popnlatioa  of  the  eouoiry 
through  which  you  may  pass,  taking  particular 
care  to  collect  and  preserve  specimens  of  everv- 
ibiog  curious  In  Ibe  mineral  or  botanical  worlds, 
which  can  be  preserved  and  are  portable.  Let 
your  courae*  be  regulated   by  your  compass,  and 

Eir  distances  bv  your  mtch,  to  be  notri  Id  a 
d-bookj  aad  I  would  advise  you,  when  cir- 
onmsianeea  permit,  to  protract  and  lay  down,  in 
a  separata  book,  the  march  of  the  day  at  every 
erening's  halt. 

The  insuuiMais  which  I  hare  ibmiahed  will 
enable  you  to  ascertain  the  variation  of  the  ntag- 
nelic  needle  and  latiiude  with  exietness,  and  at 
every  remarkable  poioL  I  wish  yon  to  emptor 
yoar  tel6Mope  in  obMrring  the  eclipeeaof  Japtter*s 
aatellites,  ha  ring  previonsly  regulated  and  adjus^ 
td  your  watch  by  your  quadrant,  taking  csra  to 
note  with  great  nicetr  the  periods  of  the  immer- 
■itn  and  emersion  of  tde  eolipaed  satellite.  These 
obserrations  maf  enable  ua  after  your  reiurn, 
by  application  lo  (he  appropriate  tablet,  which  I 
cnnot  now  faraiehyoii,  to  aMcriata  the  longilode. 

It  is  aa  objeai  of  much  interest  with  the  Exft- 
entire  to  ascertain  the  dinction,  extent,  and  nav- 
igation, of  the  Arkansas  an4  Red  riren;  as  far, 
therefore,  as  may  be  compatible  with  these  ia- 
structioDS,  and  practic«bte  to  Ihe  means  you  may 
fommandj  I  wish  rou  to  carry  your  riews  lo 
those  tubjecls;  ana,  should  circumstances  cua- 
spire  to  favor  the  enterprise,  you  may  deltoh  a 
party,  with  a  few  Oiages,  to  descend  the  Arkaa- 
sas,  under  the  ordets  of  Lieatenaut  Wilkinson  or 
SergaaniPalUnger,  praperlyinitructedandeqvip- 


ped,  to  taka  ike  oonnae  and  diatnocaa,  to  remark 
OD  the  ■oll|iinib*r,  &«.,  aad  to  note  the  iriboiary 
siseams.  This  party  will,  after  teachias  our  post 
on  the  ArksDsas,  descend  lo  Port  Aaauu,  and 
there  wait  further  orders.  And  yon,  yourself^ 
may  deicendibe  Red  river,  accompanied  by  a 
[Mriy  of  the  moet  respectable  CoauBancha  (o  ihe 
post  of  Naehitoehes,  and  there  ncein  fankct 

To  disburee  your  MMCsscTy  expaDses,  sad  u 
aid  your  negetiwioa,  you  are  herewith  forattfc- 
ed  with  tSfM  worth  of  gOoda,  for  the  apprapria- 
lioB  of  which  you  ara  to  render  «  strict  aecouaL 
vouched  by  documents  to  be  attested  by  one  n 
yonr  party. 

Wishing  yon  a  safe  and  lUceaasM  upeditki^ 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect  and  calmi^  your 
rert  obedi«ai  servant, 

J.  WII^INSO». 

LiauL  Z.  U.  PixB. 

Cai«tosnght  Missouri,  Jul]/  12, 1806. 

SiKi  The  health  of  the  OsaMsbctagaavgea- 
erally  reatored,atul  sll  hofe*  of  a  speedy  recovery 
of  their  piisoners,  from  ihe  hand*  of  Ike  Poittwir 
lamies,  being  at  an  end,  they  hare  become  deiH- 
ou«  to  cooimance  their  journey  from  their  lilr 
lages  ;  you  are,  therefore,  to  proceed  lo-mwroir. 

In  additioB  to  the  iustrectioBs  givea  to  yea  on 
the  24ih  ultimo,  I  most  require  yon  (o  hire  ihe 
talk*  under  cover,  delivered  to  Wbitcbair  aad 
Ihe  Grand  Peale,  the  chief  of  Ihe  <hage  band, 
which  is  settled  on  the  waters  of  ibe  Arkansas, 
together  with  the  belts  which  accompany  them; 
you  will  also  receire  herewith  a  small  belt  for 
the  Panis,  atid  a  large  one  for  the  Tei-tans  or 
Commaaehes. 

Should  Toa  find  it  neoessarr  you  are  logire 
Drders  to  Mongraine,  the  reaiaeB 
ihe  Grand  Osage,  to  attend  yoo. 

1  beg  yon  to  take  roeaMHe*  for  tne  ssenn^  ■■« 
■ife  remrn  of  y<aw  btels  ftom  the  Grand  Mage 
to  ibis  place. 

[>actor  RobinaoB  will  amoapany  yon  as  a 
reluaiewr ;  be  will  be  fumtabetl  with  medicinci, 
and  for  the  aeeomiBodaiion  which  you  give  bin 
be  is  bound  to  attend  yoar  rick. 

Slioaid  yon  dlseorer  any  unlietfaaed  titdeii  in 
raw  route,  or  any  ponon  mm  this  Terriiorf,  or 
from  the  United  Smhb,  witboai  a^troper  liccaH 
or  passport,  you  are  to  arrest  sueh  pereoa  or  p*r- 
sDOs,  and  ditjMaa  of  their  prf>perty  aa  the  lav 
diracis. 

My  confidence  in  yonr  camicM)  aad  dissreiita 
has  pre  renied  my  ti^iog  y^o  to  be  r  igil«nt  in  gmrd- 
ing  againat  iba  atratagema  and  treachery  of  ike 
Inlsaas ;  holding  yourself  above  alarm  or  snrpiie, 
the  eomposinoo  of  your  party,  thoagh  it  be  smill, 
will  secure  to  you  tba  respect  of  a  host  of  Haii' 
lored  tarages. 

You  are  lo  aommimieale  from  tha  Qrand  Ohm 
and  from  every  other  practicable  point,  dirscuy 
to  the  Saereury  of  War,  traasmitting  year  lentn 
to  this  place,  nnder  eorer,  lo  the  command 
offiotr,  or  by  any  more  obDTcaisat  route. 
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I  wish  jron  heftltb,  and  laceesiful  idiI  booora- 
ble  expeditiun,  and  am  fours  "willi  rtieodshipk 
JAMES  WILKINSON. 
Lieut.  ?.M;Pikb. 


Wax  Depabthekt,  Feb-  34,  IBOQ. 
Sir.  In  answer  lo  yoor  letter  of  the  22d  io- 
stani,  I  can  with-  pleasure  obaerTe,  that  althougb 
the  two  exploring  expeditions  yoa  bsve  per- 
fotmed  irere  n^t  prerioasly  m-dered  by  Che  Presi- 
dent of  the  UoiCed  Slates,  there  were  fVeqnent 
caromunicatians  on  the  subjeci  of  eacb,  between 
Qeneral  "Wilkinsan  and  tbia  Qenartment;  of 
which  Ihe  Presideai  of  the  United  Stacei  was, 
from  lime  to  time,  acqaainted  ;  and  it  will  be  no 
more  than  what  justice  requires  to  say  that  your 
conduct,  in  each  of  those  expeditioos,  met  tbe 
approbation  of  the  President ;  and  thai  the  infor- 
mation yau'-vbtained  aod  communicated  to  tbe 
ExecutlTt,  in  relation  to  the  source  of  the  Mis- 
Eissippi  and  flie  natives  in  that  quarter,  and  the 
country  Kenerally,  as  well  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi as  that  between  tbe  Arkansas  and  the  Mis- 
souri, and  on  tbe  borders  of  the  latter  extensire 
rirer  to  its  source  and  coantry  adjaaent,  bas  beeo 
considered  biffhl'y  interesting  in  a  poliiical,  geo- 
graphical, and  historical  view.  And  you  mar 
rest  assured  that  your  seiviaes  ale  held  in  higl 
estimation  by  the  President  of  tbe  Uoiied  States ; 
and  if  any  opinion  of  tnv  own  can  afford  yon  any 
satisfaction,  i  Terjr  franalr  declare  that  I  consider 
tbe  public  mucti  indebted  to  you  for  the  enter- 
prismg,  persevering,  and  judicious  manner  i 
which  you  bare  perfbrmed  ibem. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  se 

""'   •  H.  DEARBORN. 

Captain  Z,  H;  Fikb. 


Retprn  of  penoni  employed  on  a  tonr  of  dueovei^  and 

flzplOTBtxin  lo  Ihe  source  of  the  Hisdasippi,  m  the ' 

yean  leOS  snd  1606. 

Lieutenant,  Z.  M-  Pike;  Interpreter,  Pierre 
Rosseau;  Sergeant,  Henry  Kennerman ;  Corpo- 
raU,  William  E.  Meek,  and  Samael  Bradley. 

PrivattM. — Jeremiah  Jackson,  John  Boley,  John 
rown,  Jacob  Carter,  Thomas  Dougberty,  Wil- 
liam-Gord  en,  Solomon  Huddteston,  John  Honnt- 
iey,  Theodore  Miller,  Hugh  Menaugh,  Alexander 
Roy,  John  Sparks,  Patrick  Smilli,  Freegifl  Stoale, 
Peiet  Brauden,  David  Owinp^,  David  Weeply. 

This  party  left  St.  Loais  on  tbe  9tb  of  Ausust, 
1805,  but  had  been  delacbed  for  that  duty  irom 
the  Isi  of  July.  They  returned  tbe  30ih  of  April, 
1803;  from  which  lime  until  the  15th  of  July, 
\  was  preparing  for  the  second  expedition  to  the 
westward ;  which  consisted  of  the  following  per- 
ns, to  wit ; 

Captain  Z.  M.  Pike,  Lieutenant-  James  B. 
WillnnsoD  •  Doctor  John  H.  Robinson,  Sergeinta, 
Joseph  Ballenger,*  William  E.  Meek.tand  Cor- 
poral Jeremiah  Jackson.t 

Prti«i(M.— John  Boley,*  Henry  Eennerman, 
Samuel  Bradley,* John  Brown,  Jacob  Carter,t 
Tbomas  DoiiKberty,t  William  Oorden,  Solomon 
Huddteston,*  Theodore  Miller,tHugh  Menaogh, 
John  M ou 01  ioy,t Alexander  Roy,  John  Sparks-t 
Patrick  Smiili.t  Freegift  Sioaie,  John  Wilson.*     ■ 

Interpreter,  Barony  Vasquez.T 

Tbe  balance  arrived  at  Natobitnchea,  oa  or 
about  tbe  1st  of  July,  1807.    But  it  may  probably 
be  better  to  leave  the  whole  time  undefined,  to 
be  r^QlaUd  ty  the  bonorable  Secretary  of  War. 
Z.  M.  PIKE,  Mtgor. 

■ThoM  tbni  marked  deacended  Ike  Arkanna  livw, 
and  anifed  at  New*  Orleans  same  time  aboat  the  — 
ofFebruaiT.  1807.  tThowthu  muked  are  still  de- 
tained in  New  Spain.- 
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PUBtlC  ACTS  OF  CONGEESSi 


PASSED  AT  THE  SEC0N1>  SESSION  OP  THE  TUmB  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND' I 
AT  THE  CITY  Or  WASHINGTON,  MOVEMBEB  7,  180S. 


B*  it  Mocfad,  by  the  Snat*  omf  Hatue  cfRea- 
ntt»aati»m  of  th*  Umted  BtatM  ^  America  m 
CangrtmvfoiM&i,  Tb«t  t\te  Mtmbmt  9(  Coa- 
grCMmod  Delonut  from  ihs  Mvcral  TeTriiori«s 
of  iba  UnJMd  State*  ba,  and  thej'ara  hcnby ,  ^o- 
thoriiad  to  traaaiaii  br  nutil,  frM  of  pcwiase,  Ibv 
MMUfB  of  th«  PreMdcBt  of  the  United  Sikiei, 
of  rhe  eiffhih  day  of  Norcmber,  ia  the  year  oDe 
lb(tD«aB<fei9tit  bvDdred'SDM  e^bt,  mi  doonmeDis 
accorap«»7iD(  tba  aama,  printed  by  order  of  Ihe 
Seaai^  and  hj  order  of  the  Houte  of  Represent- 
aiiTw,  to  anf  pon  offiee  wUhin  ibo  United  Staiei, 
and  Tartitoriea  thereof,  to  whiefa  ihof  may  re- 
•poeiiTalf  direot,  aOfUw  lo  the  eontrar]'  not- 
wiUunading. 

J.  B.  VARNUM, 
SpaaktrqfUkt  Bautet^  Rtprtatntaiive: 
GBO.  CLINTON, 
Fie*  Prttide'tt  of  the  IMud  StaUt,  OHd 
"      ■ '    ■    "Ita  StmaU. 


X  the  Prewdaot  of  tba  Dnitad  Stata* 
to  emploj  ID  adiHtiaiid  nnmbar  «f  i«T«noe  cnttaia. 

Be  it  tnaeud,  f  c,  Tbai  the  President  of  the 
United  Slatei  be,  and  be  ii  berpby,  empowered  to 
procure  ao  inanr  rereoue  cutters,  not  exceeding 
iwetre,  as  may  tM  neeessaif  for  ibe  DHblic  ler- 
vice,  Ike  ezpeDse  whereof  shall  be  paia  out  of  the 
product  of  the  dutiet  on  good*,  warn,  aod  mer- 
cbaadiHe,  importt'd  into  the  Unlled  Siatta,  and  oii| 
the  tooDage  of  chlpi  or  ressels. 

ApproTed,  January  6, 1809. 


itof  « 


B  Aet  BnthoiiBiii  lb*  pajaMflt  of 
bj  Iha  SMzataij  of  War  at  Um 


Mat  of  Gown- 

Bm  it  tnadtd,  ^,  That  every  paniion  or  ar- 
re«r»g*  of  peotiun  that  abaH  be  due  on  tba  third 
day  of  Maroh,  one  rboanfid  eight  huodivd  and 
uiao,  or  tbat  may  ihereafber  berama  due  to  aoy 
officer  or  soldier  residing  in  either  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territoriei  ibereof^  in  which  there 
hath  not  been  anpoialed  an  agent  for  the  payment 
of  peniioiM,  iball  be  paid  at  the  «e«i  of  the  Ch>?- 
ertmont  of  the  United  Siaiea,  by  tbc  Sesretary 
of  tbe  War  Department,  and  the  name  of  the 
peoaiooer  ahall,  on  hi*  application  lolhe  Seoreta- 
ry  of  War.  ba  ttaaafetr«l  from  t^o  booka  ttf  the 


Smie  in  wbiah  it  waa  ori«iaalIy  enregiaterod  tok 
renater,  to  bs  mwncd  for  that  ptirMae,  at  tbe  War 
Offlee  of  the  United  Slateai 
.    -Approvarf^  Jamnrr  7, 1809. 

Ad  Act  to  enforce  and  maka  iD<sa  e&otnal  an  act,  en* 
titled  "An  act  lajing  an  embargo  oa  all  cbipa  and 
remtU  in  tba  porta  and  harbon  of  ths  Unitad 
State,"  and  tbe  taTcral  aeti  ■applemeatai7  thsreto. 
Be  a  aueUd,  fc.,  Thai,  if  any  peraoa  or  per- 
■ona  ibail  pot,  place,  or  load,  cm  board  any  ship, 
TMiel.boat,  or  water  craft,  or  inloany  eart,wag^ 
on,  sked,  or  other  carria^  or  rebicle,  with  or 
without  wkceli,-aDy  apecK,  good*,  wares,  or  mer- 
chlmdiae,  wilb  intent  to  export,  tunaporl  or  con- 
vey tbe  sanle  wkboui  the  United  States  or  the 
Territoriea  thereof,  to  any  foraigo  place,  kingdota 
orcoantry.  or  with  intern  to  cooray  thoaamaon 
-board  aav  foreign  ship^or  tesael  within  or  with- 
out tbe  limits  of  (be  United  States,  or  with  th« 
iotnt  in  any  other  manner  to  evade  the  acta  to 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  all  sooh  speaia, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaodiia,  and  alao  the  abip, 
Tcaael,  boar,  water  craft, cart,  wagoo,  aled.or  aibei 
carriage  or  vabieU,  on 'board,  or  in  wnioh  tba  > 
.  aame  may  be  so  put,  placed,  or  loaded,  aa  afora- 
aaid,  shall  be  forfeiiad,  and  the  person  oi  paraona 
so  putting,  placing,  or  loadtfig,  toe  tane  aa  afme- 
aaid,  and  alao  th*  aidera  and  abettors  thareia, 
■hall,  upoA  coovietioa,  be  adjudged  gnilty  of  a 
high  miademeanor,  and  6aed  a  aura  by  the  coort 
befora  which  the  eoorietioo  1*  bad,  equal  to  four 
times  tbe  value  of  sueh  apaoie,  goods,  warea,and 
merchBodue:  Provided. limtiter,  Tbatihisaee- 
tioo  shall  Dot  be  'construed  to  extend  to  any  par- 
son or  paraona,  not  being  th«  owner  or  owaeia  of 
■uaii  specie,  goods,  warea,  or  maaehandiae,  who 
shall  Grat  inform  and  mahe  complaint  to  the  eol- 
leolof  of  the  district  of  any  ancb  offence  commit- 
ted  within  ibe  same  district;  and  any  informer  or 
informers,  not  Bting  the  owner  or  owner*  aa 
aforeaaiif,  upon  conviction  of  tbe  offenders,  shall 
be  entitled  to  ooe-balf  of  the  fine  aforesaid,  wbeo 
tbe  aame  shtill  be  received  by  the  United  State*, 
and  shall  be  entitled  lo  a  ccrtifieate  for  that  por- 
poae  from  Ihe  court  before  whom  the  eonviciion' 
shall  be  bad. 

Sko.  S.  And  be  itfiirtlKr  amtted,  That  it  aball 
not  be  lawful  to  pat  on  board  any  ship,  veasel,  or 
boat, -of  any  desertpiion  whatever,  any  apeoie  or 
goods,  wares.  Or  mcrchandis*^  either  of  domeatie 
or  foreign  growth,  prodoes,  or  raanufoeture,  and 
the  aame  i*  hereby  prohibiled,  unleaa  k  permit, 
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piTticDlirlysUiing  the  ariidet  ibn*  to  b«  ladMi 
shall  have  M«n  preTionsljr  obiaiaed  from  lh«  col- 
lector or  the  diiirici,  in  which  such  ship,  Tewel, 
or  boat  maf  thcD  be.  or  from  a  rerenQe  officer, 
■pecialljr  auitaorized  by  the  colleclor  to  grant  (ucfa 

Jerniits;  nor  utile^a  the  lacjiog  shall  be  made  an 
cr  the  iospectioD  of  the  proper  rerenue  offieeri 
nor  unless  the  owner  or  owaers,  eoosignee  o 
factor  of  such  ship,  reiieL,  or  boat,  ibatl,  with  the 
master,  hare  gJTeo  bond  with  one  or  more  sure- 
ties to  the  United  Slates,  in  a  snm  six  limes  the 
value  of  the  restel  and  cargo,  that  the  Tessel  shall 
Dot  tears  the  port  without  a  clearance, luir  shall, 
when  leafing  tfa«  port,  proceed  to  a  foreign  port 
or  plsce,  nor  shall  put  any  article  on  board  of  any 
other  ressel;  and  that  the  whole  cargo  shall  be 
reUoded  cither  io  the  port  where  the  res-iel  may 
then  be,  or  in  such  other  port  of  the  United  States 
as  shall  be  designated  in  the  clearance.  And  it 
sbsll  be  lawful  for  the  collectors  of  the  castoms 
lo  refuse  permission  to  put  iny  cargo  on  board 
anf  such  ship,  Teasel,  or  boat,  whenever,  in  their 
opinion,  there  is  «o  intention  to  violate  the  em- 
bargo, or  whenever  tbev  shall  have  received  fn- 
stmctions  to  that  effect  by  direction  of  tbe  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That 
nsihing  contained  in  this  teciioB  shall  be  con- 
straed  to  eitend  to  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  nni- 
formty  employed  in  the  naviiratioD  only  of  bays, 
■otinds,  rivers,  and  lakes,  within  the  jarisdietion 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  obiaineil 
K  genenl  pennission,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
tn  the  fourth  section  of  this  aet. 

'Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jkrther  enacted.  That  the- 
owner'  or  owners,  consignee  or  factor,  of  any  ship, 
vessel,  or  boat,  as  described  in  the  preeedine  sec- 
tion, which  nay,  at  the  time  whan  notice  of  this 
aet  shall  be  reemved  at  the  several  CDStom-lioDsei 
retpMt(Tcl]|,be  laden  in  whole  or  in  part,  shall, 
OB  Botice  given  by  the  collector,  either  discharge 
soeb  cargo  or  give  bond  for  ihe«me,  in  the  man- 
ner and  00  the  eendiiioBs  mentioned  in  the  piv- 
eeding  section ;  and,  if  the  cargo  shall  not  be  dis- 
charged within  ten  days  or  the  bond  given  within 
three  days  after  such  notice,  ibft  ship,  vessel,  or 
boatandeargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  fintthe 
colleelors  are  hereby  authorized  to  order  or  to 
eanae  the  cargoes  of  inch  vessels  to  be  dtscharged 
for  IbeaameoausesM  they  may  reAise  permission 
to  pat  any  cargo  on  board  of  resaels  not  yet  laden 
in  whole  or  in  part  And  they  tre  likewise  au- 
thorized, in  the  meanwhile,  and  until  the  cargoes 
■ball  have  been  discharged,  or  bonds  given,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  take  poiiteesion  'of  such  venels, 
and  to  take  such  other  measnres  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  their  departore. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  grant,  under  snch  «renerat  instruc- 
tions as  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  may 
give  to  that  effect,  a  general  permission  to  ships, 
vessels,  or  boats,  whose  employment  has  uniform- 
ly been  eonfined  to  the  navigation  ofbays,  sounds, 
'  nvers,  or  lakes,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  when  it  can  be  done  without  danger 
of  the  embargo  bein*  violated,  to  take  on  boanl 


at  any  tiaie  such  articles  of  domestic  or  foreign 
growth  as  may  be  designated  lit  such  gener*!  per- 
mission or  permissions,  bond  with  one  or  more 
sureties  being  previously  giren  to  the  United 
States  br  the  owner,  owners,  consignee,  or  factor* 
of  such  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  aod  bv  the  masEeT 
thereof,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  too  of  the  said  vessel,  that  socb  ves- 
sel shall  not,  daring  the  time  limited  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  bond,  depart  from  Any  district  of  the 
Unii«d  States,  without  baring  previoosly  obtain- 
ed B  clearance,  nor  until  tlie  master  or  commander 
shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  departore  a  manifest  of  the  whdt 
ca^o  on  board,  that  the  said  vessel  shall  not, 
durmg  the  time  aba vamen tinned,  proceed  to  aay 
other  port  than  that  mentioned  in  her  deanner, 
or  nut  any  article  on  board  of  any  otkcr  vesael, 
or  M  employed  in  any  foreign  trade  i  and,  that oii 
every  voyage  or  trip,  the  whole  of  the  cargo  sball 
be  landed  in  a  port  of  the  United  States  within 
the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  lo  which  the  nav- 
igatton  of  Bueh  vessel  is  confined. 

Sao,  5.  And  be  tt  Jiaiker  emtded,  Tha^  if 
any  «bip,  vessel,  or  boat,  not  having  received  a 
seneral  permission,  and  a  general  band  not  having 
been  first  given  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  tho 
next  preceding  section,  sfasU  take  on  board  any 
specie,  or  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
either  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth,  prodaoe,  or 
manufacture,  eontrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act,  soeb  sbqi,  vesad,  oc 
boat,  ic^eiber  with  the  specie,  and  goods,  warea, 
or  mefcbaadiae,  shall  be  wbojiy  forfeited',  and 
the  owner,  or  owners,  ■ceni,  freighter,  oc  fjsctor^ 
master,  or  commander  ofsneb  ship,  vesael,  or  boat, 
shall,  moreover,  aeveialty  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 
eoaal  to  the  value  of  tlie  atiip,  vessel,  or  boat,  and 
o[  the  cargo  put  on  board  the  saXK. 

Seo.  0.  Am  btit/wllier  enacted,  That  tbe  per- 
son or  persons  whose  names  do  or  mar  apoear  as 
owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  eiiner  on 
the  certificate  of  registry,  enrollment,  or  license, 
of  any  snch  ship,  or  vessel,  or,  if  neither  regis- 
tered Dor  licenaea,  on  the  list  clearance  or  cns- 
tom-house  document  issued  before  the  pasung  of 
this  act,  for  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  bo  reputed 
a*  the  true  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship,  or  ves- 
sel, and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  penalties 
which  may  be  incurred  by  the  owners  of  snch 
ship,  or  ressel,  by  reason  of^any  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  ot  «f  the  aet  laying 
an  embargo  on  all  khipa  and  veaseb  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the 
aeu  snppiemeatary  thereto,  by  sock  ship  or  vot- 
set :  Prowidtd,  almiy.  That  nothing  in  this  sce- 
lion  contained  shall  be  coastrtied  to  release  any 
other  person  or  persons  from  the  payment  of  any 
penalty  iocnrred  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  acts 
aforesaid.  And  in  case  of  any  new  reciter  or 
license  being  granted  durinff  the  continaance  of 
the  said  acts,  or,  in  case  of  the  -^le  of  any  tbit 
or  vessel  neither  registered  nor  licensed,  a  bood 
with  one  of  more  sureties  lo  the  tTnited  Sutn, 
shall,  previous  to  the  granting  any  such  nevie- 
gisMr  or  liceitso,  ot  to  recognising  ihessie  otattk 
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vtuel,  not  KgistcKd  or  liceosed,  be  rsqaired  by 
the  collector,  in  an  ftmount  eqnftl  lo  thr«s  bun- 
jred  dollars  for  each  Ion  of  sucb  ship,  or  reuel, 
that  such  ship,  or  vesset.shallDot,  duiing  theeoo- 
liDUance  of  the  acts  laying  in  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  T«sseln  m  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  cODtraTeae  or  infiinge  any  of  the 
ptoTiaibUB  of  the  said  acU:  Provided,  That 
noihiDg  herein  eoDleiaed,  ahall  be  coDstmed  to 


such  ship,  (>r  T'esael,  in  any  port  or  harbor  of  the 
Uoiled  Sxales,  before  notice  of  this  act,  at  such 
port  or  harbor,  reapecUTely ;  noc  to  ibe  owner,  or 
owners,  of  any  ship  or  reasel,  ia  any  foreign  port 
or  pUce.  who  tball  have  made  a  bonajide  sale 
thereof,  before  aotice  of  this  act :  And  provided^ 
4iUo,  That  such  bond  shall  no!  release  the  owners 
aod  masler  of  such  ship,  or  vessel,  or  any  other 
persoD,  from  the  obligationof  giving  every  other 
bond  required  by  this  act  or  by  any  of  the  acts 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  Ufitriher  enacted.  Thai  in  all 
cases  where,  either  under  this  act,  or  under  the 
act  laying  an  embargo  oa  all  ships  oi  vessels  iti 
the  purjs  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  or 
under  any  of  lbs  acts  supplementary  thereto,  a 
bond  has  been  or  shajl  be  giten  tp  Ihe  United 
Stales,  with  condition  that  certain  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  or  the  cargo  of  a  vessel,  shall 
be  relanded  in  seme  port  of  the  United  States, 
the  party  or  parties  to  such  bond  shall,  within 
two  months  after  the  date  of  the  same,  (unless  in 
the  ease  ufa  voyage  froirk  New  Orleans  to  an  At- 
lantic poK  or  from  an  Atlantic  port  to  New  Or- 
leans, in  either  of  which  eases,  four  months. shall 
as  heretofore  be  a)Icwed,)produce  to  the  collector 
of  the  port  from  which  the  vessel  had  been  clear- 
ed with  siich  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  cargo, 
a  certificate  of  the  relanding  of  the  same  from 
<be  collector  of  the  proper  port;  on  failure  where- 
of^ tha  bond  shall  be  put  in  siiit ;  and  in  every 
such  suit,  as  well  as  in  every  suit  iostitoied  on  a 
bond  given  for  a  voyage  -from  or  to  New  Orleans, 
judgment  shallbe  given  against  the  defendant  or 
defendants,  unless  proof  shall  be  given  of  such  re- 
landing,  or  of  loss  of  the  resqel  at  sea.  But  nei- 
ther capture,  distress,  or  any  other  accident  what- 
ever, shall  be  pleaded  or  given  in  evidence  in  any 
such  suit,  unless  such  capciira  shall  be  expressly 
proved  to  have  been  hostile,  and  such  distress  or 
accident  caused  by  no  negligence.' or. deviation, 
nor  ualess.sncli  vessel  shall  have  been  from  the 
commencement  of  theYoyage  wholly  navigate^ 
t>v  a  master,  mate  or  mates,  mariners  and  crew, 
all  of  whomshall  be  ciiizenaof  the  United  Stales; 
nsr  unless  meb  male  dr  mate*,  mariners  and 
crew,  shall,  all,  if  living,  (and  th^  proof  of  their 
death  shall  lie  on  the  defendant,}  bo  produced  on 
the  trial,  and  sworn  as  eompeteat  wilneises;  nor 
unless  such  master,  mate  at  males, ~  ~ ' 


crew,  shall  have  signed  a  shipping  paper  in  due 
form  of  law,  and  a  copy  thereof,  dasignating  spe- 
cially Ihe  master,  mat*  or  mates,  mailners  and 
crew,  and  their  permanent  place  of  tasidaace, 
aball  have  been  lodged  with  uo  eoUectot  of  the 


port,  to  whom  the  boiid  aforesaid  shall  have  be«i 
given,  beCoK  the  commencement  of  (tt  voyage, 
and  subscribed  and  sworn  l«  by  the  master  before 
such  collector ;  and  any  master  who  shall  falsely, 
wilfully,  and  corruptly  swear  as  to  the  facts  con- 
tained in  such  cop^,  shall,  on  conviciioa,  suffer 
the  pains  and  peoaliies  of  perjury.  And  in  every 
suit  instituted  on  a  boiid,  given  as  aferesaid,  the 
defendants  shall  pay  all  costs,  if  they  shall  not, 
-withio  the  Lmited  time,  have  produoed  the  cer- 
tificale  of  relanding  iothe  collector  of  the  proper 
port. 

Sec.  S.  Aiui  beii further  enacted,  That  no  re- 
gistered or  sea-leitef  vessel,  all boQgh  in  ballast, 
shall  receive  a  cleaiance,  or  be  permitted  to  de- 
part from  any  port  of  .the  United  Stales,  unless 
the  same  bond  shall  have  been  previously  given, 
which  is  required  from'vessels  licensed  for  the 
coasting  iTade,'before  they  are  allowed  [o  depart. 
And  if  any  such  ship  or  vessel  Khali  depart  with- 
out bond  having  been  given  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
ahip  or  vessel  snail  bo  forfeited;  and  the  owner, 
owners,  agent,  consignee,  factor,  and  master  or 
commander,  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  well  as  any 
other  person  concerned' in  such  pro l|ibiied  depa(t- 
ure,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  imposed 
by  law  in  the  case  of  vessels  licensed  for  the 
coasting  trade  departing,  without  bond  having 
been  given,  or  wrthout  clearance,  as  aforesaid- 

Sgo.  9.  And  he  Uftirlher  enacted,  That  the 
collectors  of  all  the  districts  of  the  United  States 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorised  lo  take  inio 
their  custody,  specie  or  any  articles  of  domestic 
growth,  produce,  or  maiiniaeiure,  fonnd  on  board 
o/  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  or  other  WBterHiraft. 


tended  for  ex  porta  lion,  or  when  in  vessels,  carts, 
wagons,  sleighs,  or  any  other  carriage,  or  in  any 
manner  apparently  on  their  way  toward  the  ter- 
ritories of  a  foreign  nation,  or  the  vicinity  thereof^ 
or^pward  a  place  whence  such  articles  are  in- 
tended to  be  exported ;  and  not  lo  permit  such 
articles  to  be  removed,  until  bond  with  sufficient 
sureties  shall  have  been  given  for  the  landing  or 
delivery-  of  the  same  in  some  place  of  the  United 
Statesj  whence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector, 
there  shall  not  be  any  danger  of  such  anicles  be- 


10.  And  be  it  further  tnaOed,  That  the 
powers  given  to  the  collectors,  either  by  this  oi 
any  other  act  respecting  the  embargo,  to  refose 
permission  to  put  any  cargo  on  board  any  vessel, 
boat,  or  other  water-craft,  to  detain  any  vessel,  or 
lo  lake  into  their  custody  aoy  articles  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  violationa  of  the  emfaar^, 
shall  be  exercised  in  conformtiy  with  such  in- 
sirnctions  as  the  President  may  give,  and  snch 
general  rules  as  he  may  prescribe  for  that  purpose, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  powersaforesaid;  which 
instructions  and  general  rubles  the  collectors  shall 
be  bound  to  obey :  And  if  aajr  action  or  suit  be 
broDgh I. against  any  collector  or  other  person  act- 
ing under  the  directions  of,  and  in  piiraaance  of 
this  act,  ha  may  plead  the  general  inue,  and  give 
ibis  act. and  the- instructions  and  r^rnlatioos  of 
the  Presideot  iit  evidence,  for  hie  jutitBe«iton  tud 
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daCMWc  Aad  aor  penoo  afKrikved  by  iIm  hu 
«f  any  eoltoctor,  in  eiihct  of  tna  caact  afoHMid, 
may  lie  hit  Mtiiioii  brfore  iba  diilriel  oonrt  of 
tbc  diairict  whareio  the  eallveloT  rwiaa,  itatiag 
iba  facU  of  fau  eaie,  and  ibcreupoo,  kflar  due  no- 
tice ciren  u  Ih«  diBtrict  attoroey  and  the  eol- 
laator,  ibe  nul  eoart  may  Mmnarily  b««  antl 
■djodge  thtreapgn,  a*  law  aad  jtMtka  may  re- 
qam;  and  the  judgincDt  of  laid  eoart,  aad  tbe 
reaaoB  aad  beta  whereon  it  it  fTovadcd,  shall  be 
filadamoD^.tfae  recocdi  of  uid court;  aiidirrea- 
toratloD  of  the  property  detaioed  or  taken  io  e«u- 
lody,  or  peTmiHioo  to  load  as  aforMaid,  ahall  ba 
d«cr«ed,  II  ilull  benpoD  tb«  pari; '■  fiTiof  neh 
bond  with  loreiie*  n  ii  or  aball  be  reqalred  to  b« 
taken  In  Bimtlar  caiei  by  the  coJleeior,  and  not 
othetwiae;  but  if  ibe  latd  eoorl  Bhall  adjadge 


and  ezeculion  awarded  accordingly  by  tbe  eourt. 
•Bma.\\.  A^ibeitfujiKeTenaaed.  Tbatitthalt 
b«  lawful  for  tbe  Preiideai  of  the  United  Slam, 
or  aaeb  other  perton  ai  he  aball  ha*e  etnpowend 
for  that  porpoae,  to  efDidoy  luoh  part  of  tbe  land 
or  na*al  forcea,  or  ntiliiia,  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  Ifaa  terriioriea  thereof,  ai  may  be  judged  oe- 
cenaty,  in  eoqformily  with  the-proriiiDDa  of  tbi* 
aad  athrr  «cU  retpecliti^  tbe  embargo,  for  the 
ptif  poae  of  pravcwioK  the  illegal  departure  of  any 
abip  or  vesael,  or  of  detaining,  taking  poaaeiaioo 
oT  and  keeping  In  etiiiady  any  ship  or  veaael,  or 
M  taking  into  cwiody  and  gnnrding  any  tpceie, 
or  atticle*  of  dome»itc  growtb,  proooce,  or  map- 
niMinre,  and  alao  for  the  purpoae  of  preTeniing 
and  auppreniag  any  armed  or  riotoni  aiaerablage 
of  persoDf,  resriting  ifae  enatom-bouie  officera  io 
tbe  eierciae  of  their  dutiea,  or  io  any  DMaoer  op- 

Esing  the  esecuiion  of  ibe  laws  laying  an  cm- 
rgo.  or  otberwiae  violaibg,  or  aaaistiog  and 
abetting  TiolatioDt  of  (he  same. 

Sec.  13.  Aud  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
pcnallie*  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  oftbii 
act,  nnlesa  hereinbefore  oihcrwiie  dtrecled,  anc 
«ll  penallieiand  forfeilurea  incurred  by  force  of 
tbc  act,  cDtitled  ''An  act  tiyiag  ao  embargo  on 
all  abifH  and  feaiel*  io  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  Uniled  Slates,"  or  by  virtue  of  the  sereral 
acts  supplemeoiBry  tberelo,  may  be  preseeuied, 
■aed  for,  and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  at  by 
indictment  or  inforiaation.  aoy  law,  usage,  or  c 
torn  to  the  contrary  notwiihaianding;  and  if 
covered  in  consequence  of  any  aeixure  fna^e  by 
the  commandei  of  any  pnblic  armed  vessel  of  the 
•  United  8 1« tea,  shall  be  distributed  according  to 
tbf  rules  prescribed  by  the  aei,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  gOTemmeat  of  ibe  Navy  of  ihe  United 
State?,"  and  if  otherwise,  shall  be  disiri baled,  and 
•ccoQDted  for  in  the  manner  preacrlbed  by  tbe 
aet,  entitled  "Aa  act  lo  regulate  the  colleciioD  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage."  passed  the  second 
day  of  March,  one  tbouaand  seven  hundred  and 
Dioety^Dine,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in 
the  manner  presoribed  b^  the  sci,  entitled  "  An 
aet  to  provide  for  miiigating  or  remiiti/ig  forfeit- 
ures, penal  tws,  and  disabilitiesBcaruing  in  certain 
•aaei  ibeiein  sMMioned,"  pasted  tbc  Uiird  day  of 


Utr«b,  oae  thoiuand  seven  linndrvd  and  ntsety- 
teven,  and  made  perpctmtl  by  an  act  passed  the 
eleveuth  of  Fcbraary,  one  thousand  eight  hm- 
dred  ]  and  any  officer  or  other  sereoa  entitled  lo 
a  pan  or  ftbare  of  any  of  the  fines,  penaliKs,  or 
forfcilaras  aforesaid,  niay,  if  necessary,  be  a  wii- 
neaa  on  the  Ifial,  Iberelor,  bat  in  auck  oate  he 
ahall  not  receive  anjr  part  or  share  of  the  said 
e.  penally,  or  forfeilore,  but  the  part  or  share 
wliicfa  he  weald  otherwise  be  entiileid  akalt 
r«T«rt  to  the  United  States. 

!c.  13.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  Uniied  Slates  be,  and  he  hereby 
authorized  lo  hire,  arm,  and  employ  tfainy  ves- 
sels, not  exceeding  in  tonnage  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons  each,  MloDging  to  ciiizeas  oTtbe  Uoj- 
led  States,  and  so  miny  seamen  as  shill  be  neces- 
sary to  man  the  It  me,  for  iAraediate  urviee,  in 
enforciDg  tbe  taws  of  the  United  Suies  on  the 
seaeotst  thereof,  and  to  dismiss  tbe  sane  fran 
service,  whenever  be  sball  deem  the  same  expe- 
dient: /VopiiM.Aoieceer,  TbaiMuch  hiring,  arm- 
ing, and  employnlent,  shall  not  be  for  a  term 
erceedingone  ^rcar.  And  the  said  ships  or  ves- 
sels, when  so  hired  and  armed,  abatl  be  employed 
nnder  the  direction  of  (he  Secretary  of  (he  Tcea- 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  Thai  (be 
powers'  given  to  tbe  President  of  ihe  Ooiied 
States  by  the  seventh  neeiion  of  tbe  aet  of  March 
the  twelflb,O(ietbDUsandeigblflD0dred  and  eight, 
10  grant  permission  to  citizens  bavisg  propeity  of 
vafue  in  places  wilhout  the  JHrUdiction  of  tbc 
United  States,  lo  dispatch  vrsiels  foi  the  same, 
shall  benccfoTth  ceaw, 

S^.  15.  And  be  it  ftrOker  enacted.  That  this 
act  sball  be  in  force  from  and  ^let  the  pataiag 
thereof,  during  tbe  continaance  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "Ad  actlaying  an  embargo  on  ollships  aad 
vessels  in  tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  IJmied 
Stales,"  and'Do  longer. 

Ap|»oved,  Janunfy  9, 1809. 


An  Act  to  revive  apd  continne  in  tees,  for  a  ftiittci 

time,  Ihe  Gist  section  -of  tha  act,  emillad  "An  act 

further  to  protect  the  eonunerca  and  seaBeo  of  lbs 

United  Statss  aciunat  tha  Barbarj  Powcn." 

Be  it  enaeUd,  fc.,  That  to  mocb  of  The  act, 

passed  on  the  twenty-fifih  day  of  March,  one  tboo- 

sand  eighi  hundred 'and  four,  entitled  'Ad  art 

farther  to  prolecl  Ibe  commerce  and  seamen  of 

the  United  States  against  tbe  Barharv  Powm," 

as  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  tne  said  act; 

Sand  which  was  revived  and  continned  in  force^ 
or  the  time  therein  mentioned,  by  an  act,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for 
a  further  time,  the  lirst  tection  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  furtner  to  protect  tbe  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  Uniled  Slates  egainsi  ibe  Barbarf 
Powers,"  passed  the  nineteeiiih  day  of-Jantnry, 
one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  elgfatj  be,  tsd 
the  same  hereby  is,  revived  and  conlinaed  in 
ftMTce  until  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thoojand 
eight  hundred  aad  ten;  PrvPided,  Aoweivr,  That 
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be  collected  on  ill  tvcEi  goodt,  ware*,  sod  mer' 

ehandiK,  liaUe  lo  pdf  tbe  nme,  u  mall  bava 

bean  im  ported  pKrioin  to  ibal  dar< 

Approred,  Jaouarf  16^  1B09. 


An  Act  anthoriuiiB  thi  prapAtUm  of  •qnataa  and  loti, 

io  tlie  CTil;  of  WuhtngtoD,  to  bar*  the  aame  nibdi- 

Tided  and  admittail  to  rscgid. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  whenerer  ibe  proprie- 
tor of  anr  iquare^or  lot,  in  the  Cily  of  Washing- 
too,  shall  deem  it  uecessaiy  to  lobdiTide  such 
sqasreor  lot  into  coDTeoient  buildiDg  Ids.  pieces, 
or  portioas,  for  sale  and  Deciip«nc7,aad  alleys  for 
their  acconnBodaiion,  lie  toay  caute  a  plat  of  the 
aame  to  be  made,  oo  whicb  sball  be  eipreued  tha 
dimeotioiM  and  length  of  all  the  lioei  of  such 
portions  aa  are  Decenary  for  defining  and  laying 
off  the  same  on  the  gmuod,  and  mty  certify 
anch  lubdiviiion  under  his  hand  and  seal,  in  the 
presence  of  two  or  more  credible  wiinessea,  upon 
the  same  plat,  or  OD  »  p«kf>e.r  or  parchment  at- 
tached thereto. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaeled,  That,  at 
ihe  reqneat  of  the  aaid  praptielor,  the  aurveytrr  oi 
the  cily  shall  examine  whether  the  lota,  pieocs,  or 
jwreds,  into  whicbany  aquare  or  lot  may  be  aub- 
difided  aa  nforeMii),  agree  ia  dimeDtioDs'with  the 
wholeof  Ihe  tquare  or  lot  so  intended  to  be  sub- 
divided, and  whether  the  dimenaions  espressed 
on  the  plat  of  aubdiTiaioDi.be  (ha  truedimeniioDS 
of  tha  part  BO  expretaed ;  and  if  upon  anch  exami- 
nation, be  shall  iod  the  plat  correct,  he  shall  cer- 
tify the  same  under  bis  hand  nod  seal,  with  snah 
remarlia  as  appear  to  him  neeeatary  ft>r  the  fVir- 
Iber  illasUation  thereof,  and  record  Ihe  said  plat, 
■a  examined,  in  a  book  or  booha,  to  be  kept  by 
him  for  that  purpoae. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  JuHker  enaOed,  That  when 
BDch  rabdirision  of  any  square  or  lot  shall  be  so 
oeriified,  examined,  and  reeorded,  tbe  purehaser 
of  any  part  thereof)  or  any  perfon  interested 
there  io,  may  refer  to  the  said  pUt  and  Teeuvd  for 
descripiion,  in  the  same  maDneraatoaqoareaand 
tots  divided  between  tha  Commissioners  and  ori- 
ginal proprietors  J  and  the  nays,  alleys,  or  passa- 
ges, laid  out  or  expressed  on  such  plat  of  subdi- 
Tision,  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  public,  or  Hub- 
jeet  to  the  uses  declared  by  the-  person  making 
etieh  subdivision,  at  all  times  under  the  same  po- 
lice regolaiions  as  the  alleys  laid  off  by  the  Com- 
missioners OD  division  with  the  proprietors. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted.  That  when- 
ever Ihe  surveyor  of  the  Mid  ciiyshatl  lay  off  any 
lot  therein,  or  any  of  the  parts  into  which  a 
aqunre  or  lot  may  be  mbdivided  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  measure  the  whole  of  that  front  of  the 
square  on  which  such  lot  or  part  ties;  and  if,  on 
such  admeasDremeol,  the  whole  front  of  the 
Miuare  exceeds  or  falls  short  of  the  aggregate  of 
the  rronis  of  the  lots  en  that  aide  of  the  square, 
•as  the  same  are  recorded,  he  shall  apportion  anch 
excess,  or  deficieacy,  among  the  lots  or  pieces  on 
that  front,  agreeably  lo  their  ropeettre  dunea- 


rioos.  Wbenever,  on  such  admeasurement,  tha 
wall  oT  a  house  previously  erected  b^  any  pro- 
prietor, shall  appear  to  stand  on  the  adjoining  lot 
of  any  other  person  in  part  less  than  seven  inches 
in  width  thereon,  such  wall  shall  he  considered  aa 
standing  aliotrecher  on  the  land  of  such  proprie- 
tor, who  shall  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  lot  od 
which  the  wall  may  stand,  a  reasonable  price  for 
the  ground  so  occupied,  to  be  decided  by  arbitm- 
lorsj  or  a  jury,  as  the  parties  Interested  may  agree; 
but  if  the  wall  of  any  bouse,  already  erected,  cover 
seven  inches  or  more  in  width  of  the  adjoining 
lot,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  part^  wall,  according  lO' 
the  regalaiioos  for  building  m  said  cily,  as  pro- 
mulgated by  the  President  of  the  United  SiateSr 
and  the  ground  so  occupied,  more  than  seven  in-- 
^faes  in  width,  shall  b«  paid  for  as  above.  Which 
fact  the  surveyor  shall  aseertain  and  certify,  and 
put  on  record  at  the  request  and  expense  of  any 
KrsoD  interested  iherein. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  it 
ibalt  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  lo  attend,  when 
requested,  and  examine  the  foundation  or  walls  of 
any  house  to  be  erected,  when  the  same  shall  bo 
level  with  Ihe  street  or  surface  of  the  ground,  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  adjusting  the  line  of  tne  front  of 
such  building  to  the  line  of  the  street,  and  cor- 
redly  placing  Ihe  party  wall  on  the  line  of  divia- 
beiween  that  and  the  adjoining  lot;  and  hie 
iSeatb  of  the  fact  shall  be  admitted  as  eri- 
denee,'and  binding  on  the  parlies  interested. 
Beo.  6.  And  be  <t  further  enacted.  Thai  the 
tveyor  shall  be  authorized  lo  receive  from  the 
persons  for  whom  he  shall  perform  the  services 
required  by  this  act,  the  fees  following,  that  is  to 
say;  For  examining  the  plat  and  calculations  of 
iDbdivhion  of  a  square  or  loi,  twelve  and  a 
cents  for  each  of  the  lots  or  portions  into 
which  it  may  be  subdivided :  Provided,  That  no 
!  shall  be  paid  for  the  tots  in  one  square  than 
dollar  and  fifty  cents;  for  examining  any 
boildina  and  giving  the  certificate  required  by 
the  fifth  section  of  this  act,  and  recording  (be 
same,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents;  for  recording  any 
ion  or  subdivision  of  any  square  or  lots,  for 
transcripts  from  records,  and  for  searches  in  his 
offioe,  the  same  fees  that  have  heretofore  been 
paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  county:  Provided,  That 
they  do  not  io  any  case  exceed  the  fee  hereby 
allowed  for  examination. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  tnacttd.  That  all  rec- 
ords of  the  division  of  squares  and  lots  heretofore 
made  between  the  public  and  or igim I  proprietors. 
Which  are  aulhorired- by  this  act,  shall  be  kept 
(he  offiae  of  the  surveyor  of  the  city;  and  all 
transcripts  (herefrom,  certified  by  him,  shall  be 
evidence  equally  valid  with  certified  transcripts 
fr(>m  the  keeper  of  the  office  for  recording  deeds 
for  the  conveyance  of  land  in  the  county  of  Wash- 

Bxc,  e.  And  be  it  fiirtber  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
deem  ii  necessary  to  subdivide  any  square  or  lot 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  whhm  the  CJty 
of  Washmgton,  which  may  nol  have  been  re- 
served for  public  purposes,  into  conranieat  bnild- 
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log  loCi,  pieces,  qi  porciona,  for  *Ble  and  occu- 
jaocri  and  alleys;  for  tbeit  accommodalion,  he 
.mar  cause  a  plat  to  be  made  by  ibe  surveyor  of 
the  city  in  the  maaoer  prescribed  in  the  first  aec- 
tioD  of  this  act,  which  plat  shall  be  recorded  by 
the  said  surTeyor,  and  the  ptovisious  of  this  acl 
shall  exlead  lo  the  lots,  pieces,  and  parcels  of 
ffrouod  coAtaioed  ia  such  plat  as  fully  as  lo  sub- 
fliviEioiis  made  by  individual  proprietors. 

Sec,  9,  And  be  it  Junker  enacted,  That  the 
surveyorof  the  City  of  Washington,  before  enter- 
ing upon  the  diMibarge  of  the  duties  required  of 
him  by  this  act,  shall  take  au  oath  or  aSrmatioD 
before  ihe  mayor  of  the  Ciiy  of  Washingion,  that 
he  wilt  faithfuily  and  impartially  perform  the 
duties  hereinbefore  required  of  him.  / 

Approved,  January  12, 1809. 

An  Act  mpplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  •■  An  act  fai 
Bitonding  the  leimi  of  credit  on  reTcnne  bonda  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Bt  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  payment  of  all 
honds  given,  sutHequenc  to  the  date  of  the  act  to 
which  this  act  ia  a  supplemenl,  for  duties  on 
coCee,  sugar,  pepper,  indigo,  cocoa, 
I  twenty-three  cent;  , 
n  unpaid,  or  for  the  sameai 
wnicn  ma;  arrive  hereafter  in  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  -States,  and  whilst  (lie  aai  emiiled 
"An  act  laying  an  embargo  an  all  ships  aad  ves- 
aels  in  the  ports  and  Earhon  of  the-  United 
Slates,"  shall  continue  in  force,  may  be  auii' 
pended,  subject  however  in  all  respects  to  the 
conditions  and  provisions  made  and  provided  in 
ihe  act  of  the  tenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eicht.  to  whkh  this  act  is  a  suppls- 
ment:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
ahaU  be  construed  to  extend  lo  importationa  made 
in  vessels  dispatched  under  permiaaiopa  granted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  pursu- 
ance of  powers  itt  him  vested  by  the  seventh  sed- 
tioD  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
▼easels  in  the  potts  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates." 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  ^e 
amount  of  any  bona  given  for  the  payment  of 
duties  on  the  importation  of  coffee,  sugar,  pepper, 
indigo,  cocoa,  or  wine,  paying  a  duty  of  twenty- 
three  cents  per  gallon,  made  subaequcnt  to  the 
passage  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
and  which  bond  would  by  virtue  of  this  act  have 
been  entitled  to  an  extension  of  credij,  shall  have 
been  previously  paid,  ihe  money  ao  paid  shall,  by 
the  proper  collector,  be  refunded  to  the  peraon  or 

Erioas  who  shall  have  paid  the  same,  or  to  his, 
r,  or  their  agent  or  agents,  on  his  or  their  giv- 
ing a  bond  with  sureties,  in  the  same  mannerand 
on  the  same  terms,  «oadiiiana,  and  teatrictions, 
and  on  a  compliance  of  the  peraon  or  persons  re- 
ceiving the  iodulgenee  here^iy  granted,  with  all 
the  proviaioas  of  (he  act  to  which  (bis  ia  «  aup- 
plament 
Approved,  Juuarf  12, 1809. 


Aa  Act  to  alter  the  time  bt  the  naxt  a 


Be  it  ermcted,  ^.,  Tbat,aftertheadjo«nimeDi 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeiioe  <j  c<a- 
gresa  shall  be  on  the  fourih  Moitday  of  Slay  oeiL 

Approved,  January  30,  1809. 


Be  it  enacted,  ifc.^  That,  in  addition  Id  (he  frig- 
ates  DOW  employed  in  actual  service,  then  be  fit- 
ted out,  officered  and  manned,  as  soon  a*  iniybc, 
the  four  following  frigates,  lo  yrit:  the  Caiod 
States,  fijssei.  John  Adam!,  and  Presdeoi;  aoif 
moreover  the  President  of  the  United  Sutnii 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to eqaip, ntia. 
and  employ,  in  actual  service,  so  naoif  of  the 
pnblic  armed  vessels,  now  laid  up  ia  crdiurr, 
and  ganboaCs,  as  in  his  judgraent  the  puUie  sa- 
vice  may  require ;  and  to  cause  thr  frig4t«s,  aad 
other  armed  vessels,  when  prepared  (or  actual 
service,  respectively,  to  be  stationed  at  sack  ports 
and  places  on  the  seacOast  aq  he  may  deem  most 
expedient,  or  to  cruise  on  anjr  part  of  the  coast  of 
the  Uaited  Slaiea  or  the  lerrilaries  (hereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaettd.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  foregoing  provision  into 
immediate  efiee^'ibe  President  of  the  tJaited 
Staiea  ba,  and  he  is  hereby,  aiiiharized  and  em- 
powered, in  addition  to  the  number  of  peiiy  offi- 
cers, able  seamen,  ordinary  seana,  aad  boys,  a( 
preseti[  authorized  by  law,  to  uppoiat,  and  cause 
to  be  engaged  and  employed  as  soon  as  may  be^ 
three  hundred  midsbipmes,  three  thonssuid  ili 
hundred  able  seamen,  Drdinary  seamen,  and  boys, 
who  khall  be  engaged  to  serve  far  a  period  not 
exceeding  two  years  ;  but  the  Preudest  may  dis- 
chaise  ihe  same  aopner,  if  in  his  jadcmcst  iheii 
service  may  be  -dispensed  with.  And  to  sahify 
the  neeesaary  expenditures  lo  be  incurred  therein, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  four  huiidred  tbonand  dol- 
lars, be,  And  the  aame  ii  hereby,  appropriated,  lad 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  tn  (he  Trtmrf 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  31, 1809.    - 

An  Act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Teiritory  inu  t>a . 
■eparate  Goveimnenta. 

BeiteniKted,^.^  That,  from  aadaAerthetiH 
day  oi  March  next,  all  that  part  of  theladiaai 
Territory  which  lie*  west  of^tbe  Wabash  liia. 
and  a  direct  line  drawn  from  the  i«id  WaWih 
river  and  Post  Viocennes,  due  north  to  (he  leni- 
lorial  line  between  the  Uoiiad  Ststea  nnd  Caoad*. 
shall,  for  (he  purpose  of  temporary  goverDneat 
constitute  a  aeparate  Territory,  aod  be  ealM 
Illinois. . 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  ehactetl.  That  then 
shall  be  eatftbliahed  within  the  said  Tcniiotyi 
govenunent  in  all  respects  similar  to  thatne- 
vided  hy  the  ordiiwace  of  Goagiesa,  passed* 
the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thciannd  sew 
hundred  and  eisbty-aeven,  for  ihe  ^venimeK*' 
the  Tenitory  ol  (he  Uailed  Suten  NoithwO^i 
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the  ririr  Ohio;  lod  bjr  an  act  pused  on  the 
sei-enth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  sereD  huo- 
dred'and  eigbty-Diae,  poiitled  •'An  act  to  provide 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  Northwest 
of  the  rivet  Ohio;"  and  the  inhabiliiDts  thereof 
shall  be  eniitled  to,  and  enjoy  ail  and  siQg-ular  the 
ligbti,  privileges,  and  advantages,  granted  and  se- 
cured to  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  the  Doi- 
ted States  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  by  the 
said  ordinance. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the 
ofEcera  for  tfae  said  Territory,  who,  by  virtue  of 
Ibis  act,  ihall  be  appaioled  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  and  wjth  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  respectively  eiercise 
the  same  powers,  perform  the  BBOje  duties,  and 
receive  for  their  services  the  same  compenaatioDs 
as  by  the  ordinance  gforesaid,  and  the  laws  of  the 
Uniied  Slates,  have  been  provided  and  estab- 
lished for  similar  officers  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory. And  the  diities  and  emoluments  of  Su- 
periDtendent  of  Indian  Aflairs  shall  be  united 
with  those  of  Governor:  Provided,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  plates  shall  have  fall 
power,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  appoint  and 
commission  all  officers  herein  authanzed,  and 
their  commissions  shall  continue  in  force  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  xho  Uniied  Slates  Northwest  of  the 
Ohio  rirer,  as  relates  to  the  organizitioo  of  a 
General  Atsembly  therein,  and  prescribes  the 
powers  thereof,  shall  be  in  force,  and  operate  in 
the  Illinois  Territory,  whenever  satisfaetory  evi- 
dence shall  be  given  to  the  Governor  thereof  that 
such  is  the  wish  of  a  majority  of  the  freeholders, 
notwithstanding  there  iDa3^  not  be-  Iberein  five 
ibousand  free  male  inhabitants  of  the  age  qf 
twenty-one  years  and  upwards:  Proeided,  That 
DDlil  there  shall  be  fire  thousand  free  male  in- 
habitants of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards  in 
^id  Territory,  ihe  whole  number  of  representa- 
= —  ._  .L.  '^— -atAsseaibly  shall  not  be  less 


\  the  6ene 


r  more  than  nine,  to  be  i 


by  the  Governor  to  the  several 
said  Territory,  agreeably  to  the  number  of  free 
males  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  up- 
wards, which  they  may  respectively  contain. 

B&C.5.-  AtidbeitfiirtherenacUdj  Tbatnothlog 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  in 
any  manner  to  afiect  the  government  now  in 
force  in  the  Indiana  T.erritory,  furihei  than  to 
prohibit  the  ezeraise  thereof  within  the  Illinois 
Territory,  from  and  after  the  aforesaid  first  day 
of  March  next. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
suits,  process, and  proceedings,  which,  on  the  first 
day  of  March  next,  shall  be  pending  in  the  court 
of  any  connty  which  shall  be  tnclnded  within  the 
said  Territory  of  Illinois,  and  also  all  suits,  process, 
and  proceedinfs,  which,  on  the  said  first  day  of 
March  oeir,  shall  be  pending  in  the  general  court 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  consequence  of  any 
writ  of  removal,  or  order  for  trial  at  bar,  and 
which  had  been  lemored  from  any  of  the  coua- 


lies  included  within  the  limits  of  th«  Territory 
of  Illinois  aforesaid,  shall,  in  all  things  cotmern- 
iog  the  same,  be  proceeded  on,  and  judgments 
and  decrees  rendered  thereon,  in  (be  same  man- 
ner as  if  the  baid  Indiana  Territory  had  remained 
undivided. 

Sec. 7.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  Thatnotbing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
pteveot  the  collection  of  mse$  which  may,  oa 
the  first  day  of  March  next,  be  due  to  llie  Indiana 
Territory  on  lands  lying  in  the  said  Territory  of 

Sec.  8.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That  until  it 
shall  be  otherwise  ordered  by  the.Legislature  of 
the  said  Illinois  Territory,  Easkaskia.on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  shall  be  the  seat  of  garernment  for 
the  said  Illinois  Territory. 

Approved,  February  3,  1809. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  the  act,  en^rd  'An  act  eatabliabing  Circuit 
Courts,  and  ahiidging  the  jurindirtion  of  tht  Diitrict 
CauTlsofthe  Disiiircts  of  Kentucky,  Trnnessee,  and 
Ohio." 

Be  U  enacted,  fe-,  That  in  all  actions  or  suits 
that  were  pending  in  the  circuit  courts  of  ibe 
United  Stetea  for  the  district  of  Tennessee,  estab- 
lished by  an  act  eniiiled  "An  act  establishing 
circuit  eoarts,  and  abridging  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  district  courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  in  which  any  judgment 
or  decree  was  rendered,  or  any  sentence  passed 
previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entiiled  'An  act  establish- 
ing circuit  courts,  and  abridgiiig  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  the  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  district  of  East 
Tennessee  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and. 
directed  to  issue  executions,  ana  all  other  process' 
necessary  for  carrying  the  same  into  complete 
effect,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  last  men- 
tioned act  had  not  passed  i  which  ezecuiioos  and 
other  process  shall  be  directed  to  tbe  marshal  of 
either  of  the  districts  of  East  or  West  Tennessee, 
ill  which  the  party  against  whom  the  same  shall 
issue  may  reside,  or  nis  property  may  be  found, 
who  sbijl  execute  and  return  the  same  in  like 
manner  he  would  have  done  if  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement  had  not  passed,  and  shall  re* 
ceive  the  same  fees  as  are  by  law  allowed  for 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
next  session  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  shall  be 
bolden  on  the  second  Monday  in  May  next,  and 
that  tbe  seasion  of  the  said  court  heretofore  bolden 
OD   tbe  first  Monday  in  June,  annually,  shall 
thereafter  be  holileo  annually  oa  the  second  Mon- 
day in  May. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
rita  and  process,^  Which  shall  have  been  issued, 
may  hei'eafier  issue,  and  all  tecogDisances  re- 
turnable, and  all  suits  and  other  proceedings  of 
what  naUiK  or  kind  soever,  which  have  Deen 
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eootioaed'  to  '4he  Mid  diitrict  court  on  ihe  first 
Moodiy  in  Jiiae  nex^  froin  the  Isgi  December 
term,  eball  be  reinrded  end  hetd  continued  to  tbe 
■aid  second  Mooday  in  May  next. 
Approred,  February  4, 1809. 

An  Act  making  apprapriitiotu  to  complete  the  fortiS- 
cationi  uiininenced  (bi  the  lecuntj  of  the  leaport 
towni  and  harbors  of  the  United  Btalea,  and  to  da- 
fraj  tin  eipenn  of  deepening  and  sitending  to  the 
river  Miaaiiuppi,  the  canal  of  Carondelet. 
Beile7tacUd,4c^  TbBl,ror  ihepurpotieof  com- 
pleliDK  the  forlificalioDs  cororoenced  for  the  secu- 
rity orthe  seaport  towns  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates,  end  TerTiiories  thereof,  exclusive  of  tbe 
GOntemptated  line  of  blocks  and  chains  across  the 
harbor  of  New  York,  tbere  be,  and  hereby  h, 
■ppTopriated   the  som  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollar*,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
tl|e  Treasury  not  olberwite  appropriated. 

Sgc.2.  AndbeilJiirthermacUd,  TballbeBre- 
iident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
niborised  to  cause  the  canal  of  Carondelei.tead- 
iDgfromLBkePoDtcbarirain,  byway  of  the  bayon 
St.  John,  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  river  Mississippi,  and  made  suH- 
eienilydeep  thTougbout  to  admit  an  easr  and  safe 
■  '  "  '■"  >n  survey  thereof,  he 
E  same  is  practioable, 
re  effectual  defence  of 
ind  that,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
'  "'  re  beaoo  hereby  isapfffo- 
ptiaied  the  cum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  10,  1809. 

Ad  Act  to  revive  and  continue,  for  a  fbrther  time,  the 
authority  of  the  Commiaaioners  of  Kaakaskia. 

Be  it  enacled,  ifc..  That  the  powers  heretofore 
Tested  in  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  mon- 
eys for  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby  revived;  and  the  said  register  wid 
receiversballbealloweduotil  the  Grst  day  of  Jan- 
uary next  to  complete  tbe  iavestigatioo  of  claims 
to  land  in  said  district  They  ehall  have  full 
power  (u  revise  any  of  tbeir  former  decisions,  and 
also  the  lame  power  and  authority  in  relation  to 
claims  to  land  in  the  village  of  Peoria ;  notices  of 
which  have  heretofore  been  filed,  as  they  have  in 
relation  to  other  claims  in  the  said  district.  Arid 
the  said  resister  and  TFceiver.aad  tbe  clerk  o{  the 
board,  shall  each  be  allowed  an  additional  com- 
pensation of  fire  hundred  dollars,  in  full  for  his 
lervices  in  relation  to  sueh  claims. 

Approved,  February  15, 1809. 


An  Act  to  ineorpoTile  a  company  fbr  opening  the  canal 
in  the  City  of  Washington. 
Bt  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  Robert  Brent,  Samuel 
N.  Smallwood,  Daniel  Carroll  of  Duddinzton, 
John  Law,  William  Brent.  Frederick  May,  Elias 
B.Caldwell,  James  D.Barry,  Griffith  Coombe, 
and  Qeorge  Blagden,  or  anyfive  of  tbem,  be,  and 
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they  are  hereby,  tppofoied  eommitjioBm  io„« 
or  cause  to  be  opened,  »  book  for  redri»S 
entenrg  subscriptions  for  raising  »  cpini'J^ 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  thmmiMxnl 
shares  of  one  hundred  dolliP!«tli,[ot  dn  — 
pose  of  opening  the  canal  to  commiiDiMit  C 
the  Potomac  river  to  the  Biitern  Brwcb  [InnC 
through  a  part  of  the  City  of  Wubii^^nj 
that  one  month's  notice  be  jiren  in  mulijf 
newspapers  printed  in  Washingioo,  Gswmo,^ 
and  Aleianoria,  of  the  time  and  plic!ofgw||. 
the  said  subwripiion  book,  and  ihiiiliiiuitk, 
kept  open  until  the  sum  of  fony  limiianil  Joliu, 
be  subscribed :  Provided,  Thai  oo  wb^nun 
shall  be  received  unless  tbe  iamoUaioShnk 
paid  into  the  bands  of  the  Mnom  mionifiu 
receive  the  same,  on  each  share  nft«ribdftt. 

Sec. 3.  AndbeitfitriheretiacUi^'TKLnmi 
as  the  aforesaid  sum  of  forty  thmuaEJlitlinbt 
subscribed,  the  said  CDiniDissiaaer!,orii)r{ntf 
them,  shall  call  a  meetingof  ihesdicbDidtnii 
theCIty  of  Washington,  b^  adreniiniintiDOii 
of  the  newspaper*  printed  in  Wl!hiIlpM,G«l|^ 
town,  and  Alexandria,  appaiDiiDjiGiiiilcin- 
veoient  lime  and  place  of  meeiio;;  iidtbeiiM 
stockholders  shall  proceed  inpereoiwliipnii, 
to  tbe  election,  by  ballot,  of  a  praid»iudiiijj- 
rectors  for  conducting  the  unjeFUtrrjfiiiidiru- 
eging  tbe  business  of  the  camjairilbriidJinai 
the  lertq  of  one  year  from  lae  iini(ofii)cirif- 
pointmeni. 

Sec.  3.  Andbeitfitriherrmlid.Tbli'ttM 
Btochbolders  and  tbeir  5acc«iin,rmBiteti«E 
of  the  anid  first  meeting,  shill  bt.tnd  ihrf  irt 
hereby  declared  to  be,  iacorporaledbjilfMK 
of  the  "  Washington  Canal  Comprnj,"  ud  If 
That  name  may  sue  and  besDpd.lmi-lodiDdlt 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  ansvrred,  inJ  Nf 
make  all  necessary  by-laws  and  njuluJMi™ 
the  proper  management  of  ihe  busiiiss  of  l^ 
company:  Provided.  That thf  aIntl(Wl!ll^ 
trary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Slalfs,(iriltlif 
in  force  in  the  District  of  Caiambii. 

Sec. 4.  Andbtitjiirtherenaelfd,tbt\'iit^ 
president  and  directors  shall  cooiitiiiEiti^""' 
yea(  from  tbe  titne  of  their  election,  wd  ib''- 
rectors  may  fill  any  vacancy  which  [iistlip!« 
in  their  owfl  body  durjng  the  term  for  wW  "1 
were  elected ;  and  in  case  of  the  drilb,rBfii- 
tion.or  disqualificatido,orthepreside[ii,ilni"»I 
electa  president  to  serve  for  the  rfsidnfofibfTO 
And  the  said  etockholders,  in  one  jenifin^ 
day  on  which  the  election  of  ptesid"'"- 
rectors  shall  be  first  made,  and  on  Ibe  ap 
in  every  year  thereafter,  (except  the  am  i* 
happen  on  Sunday,  in  that  case  oo  ihe  li^'^ 
ceeiliog,)  shall  elect,  by  ballot,  frem  iiii«!'^ 
siocbholden,  one  person  as  pre!idEi!i,iaJ"P 
sons  as  directors ;  and  Ihe  presideni  IM  i,"*" 
ots,  for  Ihe  time  being,  shall  git's  pnblit  Bont! . 
one  of  the  newspapers  primed  in  7lm<^_ 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  for » if  "*' 
at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  eipitsiioii*^ 
lime  forwhich  they  were  elected  i»iidEa«^ 
holder  shall  be  allowed  one  vote  fot  MM** 
by. him  or  her  held  at  the  time  in  sani«««I' 
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■tkod  anr  stocktrntder,  bf  a  wrillen  auibority,  nodcT 
hi*  or  her  baid,  and  executed  in  the  pmenee  of 
two  witncMca,  may  depute  any  other  siockbolder 
to  TOie  and  act  ai  proxy  for  him  .or  bet  at  any 
genenl  meetins'. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  wid 
preildent  and  direeiaTii,  so  elected,  and  their  eue- 
eauora,  ihall  be,  and  ihey  are  hereby,  amhorized 
and  empow«red  to  a^rae  with  any  person 'or  per- 
•ODi,  on  Vehalf  of  laid  company,  lo  cut  the  canal, 
«i  laid  down  on  the  plan  of  the  City  of  Wsshiag- 
ton.  erect  such  locks,iDd  perform  sachoiherworlu. 
as  they  eball  judee  neeessttry  for  openingr  the  caaai 
aforesaid,  and  ibe  forks  thereoft  and  out  of  the 
moneys  ariai tig  fram  labsBTiptioaa,  wharfage,  and 
tolls,  to  pay  for  the  samej  and  to  repair  and  im- 
prote  the  said  caaa-l,  locks,  and  other  works  neces- 
•arr  iber«to,  aed  to  defray  all  iacidenut  charges, 
ana  also  to  appoint  a  Ireamrer,  clerk,  and  sneh 
other  officers,  toll -gat  hererH,  managers,  aod  ser- 
Tant*,  as  ibey  ehall  jadge  reqaisiie,  and  to  nettle 
their  respective  wages. 

Bed.6.  AndheitftrOwr meustid,  Thalihetrea- 
aurer  of  the  said  company  shall,  before  he  sets  as 
«uch,  give  bond  to  the  company  in  (Uch  penally, 
■nd  with  ineh  security,  as  the  said  president  ana 
direelore  (hall  direct,  oonditioned  for  the  faith- 
fat  perfotmanee  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sao.  7.  And  be  it ftrt/ier  enacted,  Thkt  the  said 
pTCaident  and  difectors^  »o  elected,  and  their  snc- 
oetaon,  ahall  hare  fall  power  and  aalhority  to 
demand  and  receive  of  the  stockholders,  in  eqtial 
proportions,  the  remaining  nine-tenihs  of  the 
abates, from  time  to  time,  as  they  shsll  jadge  ne- 
cessary ;  and  if  any  of  the  stockholders  shall  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  pay  their  proportions,  within  one 
month  af^er  the  same  shall  have  been  ordered, 
'  the  share  or  shares  of  such  defaulter  shall  be  ibr- 
feited :  Provided,  That  notice  Hball  be  given,  by 
■dTerliseinent,  in  one  of  thenewspHpera  printed 
in  Washiagton,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  of 
the  time  when  the  seme  shall  be  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Sbo.  B.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  Thmxbetaid 
company  shall  not  hegia  to  collect  wharfage  or 
to4li.  until  the  oanal  is  made  navigable  for  boats 
and  scows  drawing  three  feet  water  to  pass  through 
the  same,  from  the  Potomac  river  lo  the  Baatern 
Branch  liiereof :  and  if  at  anv  time  ihesaid  canal 
shall  become  obstructed,  so  tnat  boats  and  scows 
drawing  three  feet  water  cannot  pass  through  the 
same,  froBi  the  Potomac  rivsr,  to  the  Eastern 
Branch  thereof,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said 
company  to  co'tleci  any  wharfage  or  tolls,  until 
such  obalrueiion  shall  have  been  removed. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
president  and  director,  before  he  acts  as  such,  shall 
take  en  oath  or  affirraatlon  that  he  will  well  and 
faithfully  discharge  ifae  duties  of  his  office  ;  and 
any  four  of  Ihedirectors,  with  the  president, shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  Iraitsacting  any  business 
of  the  company. 

Sao.  10.  And  beti  further  enacted.  That  the 
•hares  in  the  said  company  shall  be  deemed  per- 
soaal-and  ttot  real  property,  and  transferable' in 
such  manner  as  the  company  shall  direct,  and 
that  the  share*  h^d  by  any  individual  shall  be 


liaMe  to  be  attached  or  taken  by  fieri  fsffias,  lo 
tisfy  the  debts  doe  from  anv  snch  individual,  in 
EC  manner  as  other  personal  property  may  be. 
ai!c.  n.  AndbeitJurlfierenacUd,  That  tb«M 
shall  be  a  general  meeting  of  the  slockiiolders  on 
the  first  Monday  in  J  one,  and  the  first  Monday 
in  December,  in  every  vear,  in  tbe  City  of  Wash- 
ington, to  which  meetmg  the  president  and  di- 
reciOTB  sbalt  make  ■  report,  and  render  dbtiaet 
and  jnst  accoants  of  all  their  proceedings;  and 
on  finding  them  justly  and  la  irly  slated,  ibeatock- 
bolders  Ihen  prefient  or  a  majority  of  tbem,  ehall 
give  a  certificate  thereof ;  and  at  such  half  yearly 
general  meetings,  after  leaving  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  such  sam  as  shall  be  judged  neces- 
sary for  repairs,  improvements,  or  contingaDt 
charges,  an  equal  dividend  of  alt  ihe  netprofils 
trisingfrom  the  wharfage  and  tolls  hereby  granted 
jhall  be  ordered,  and  made  to  and  among  all  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  company,  in  proportion  to 
their  several  shares :  Prwided,  Thanf  the  pet  pro- 
fitsshall,  in  any  year,  exceed  flfleea  per  centum  en 
um  actually  expended  by  the  said  company, 
in  opening  the  said  oantil,  and  completing  the 
same,  tbe  fifteen  per  centum  only  of  ihsneE  pMflts 
shall  be  divided  among  the  atoehholdera,  and  the 
excess  shall  be  paid  to  tbeMayor  and  City  Coun- 
cil  of  the  City  of  Washington,  for  the  use  of  the 
id  city. 

Sec  12,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 
-_d  in  cOQiideralion  of  the  expenses  the  said 
stockholders  shall  incur  in  cutting  the  can  a  I,  erect- 
ing locks,  and  in  maintaining  and  keepine  the 
same  in  repair,  and  in  the  eQlnrgemeot  and  im- 
provementof  the  seme,  the  said  company  is  hereby 
authorized  to  collect  on  all  articles  and  materials 
landed  on  each  side  of  the  canal,  from  on  board 
any  boat  or  scow,  or  placed  Cn  either  side  of  Ihe 
said  canal,  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  there- 
from by  any  boat  or  scow,  according  to  such  rates 
as  the  president  and  directors  may,  from  time  to 
time,  by  their  by-laws,  order  and  direct:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  said  rales  shall,  at  no  time  here- 
after, and  in  no  particular  exceed  the  rates  which 
are,  or  may  be,  established  by  tbe  owners  of 
wbarrea  in  the  City  of  Washington.  And  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  company  to  de- 
mand and  receive,  at  the  most  convenient  plaee, 
for  all  articles  carried  through  the  said  canal,  lolls 
not  exceeding  the  following  rates,  that  is  to  say : 
for  each  unloaded  boat  or  scow,  twenty-flve  cents  i 
for  eadh  barrel  of  flour,  two  cents;  for  each  barrel 
of  beef  or  pork,  two  cents ;  for  eacH  barrel  of 
whiskey  or  brandy,  three  eenis ;  for  each  hogshead 
or  BJpe,  six  ceats;  and  upon  all  other  arllclee, 
packages,  and  commodities,  one-sixth  part  of  the 
amount  of  tollx  allowed  by  law  to  be  received  by. 
tbe  Potomac  Company. at  the  Oreat  Falls  of  the 
river  Potomac.  And  the  said  company  shall  alao 
hare  the  exclusive  right  to  establish  a  packet-boat 
or  boats  upon  (be  said  canal  far  carrying  passen- 
gers, and  no  other  packet-boat  or  boats,  bnt  sueh 
as  are  esiabtisbed  orpermitted  by  them,  shall  be 
allowed  to  carry  passengers  throng h  the  same  for 
hire. 
B«).  13.  Provided  oIiMy*,  eatd  beitfurOterm- 
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r--r-^ ^_i»(hrough 

lh«  Mid  canal  Tree  of  loll,  aoil  alio,  (bat  id  caw 
the  laid  caaat  and  one  o(  the  forks  ibereof  aball 
not  be  completed  within  the  term  of  leien  jreart 
from  the  pauage  of  ibis  act,  in  such  maDDcrasto 
admit  boaU  aod  seowa  drawing  three  feet  « 
to  paw  tbroueh  the  same,  that  ibe  said  canal  ifaall 
rererc  to  the  Uaiied  Statei,  and  all  right  and  au' 
thority  hereby  granted  in  tne  said  company  sball 
ceaie  and  determine. 

Sec.  14.  Attd  be  il  farther  enacted,  That  ihe 
•aid  company  shall,  from  time  to  liine,  whenever 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  shall  order  and  di- 
rect, suffer  bridges  to  be  erected  across  the  canal, 
and  shall  lufTer  the  same  when  erected  to  be  re- 
paired :  Provided,  That  erety  bridge  so  erected, 
shall  be  at  least  six  fee[  above  high  water  mark. 

Bec.  15.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  the 
President  and  Directors  of  said  company,  after 
tbe  said  canal  sball  be  opened  and  made  passable 
for  boats  and  scows  drawing  three  feet  of  water, 
shall  aanually,  in  the  month  of  January, lay  before 
Ihe  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  a  juit  and  true 
account  of  their  receipts  and  eipendilures,  wilha 
atatement  of  the  clear  profits  thereof. 

ApproTcd,  February  16, 1809. 

An  Act  making  apprnprUtions  for  the  support  of  Qoy- 

emmsnt  daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundisd 

and  nine. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c..  That  for  the  expenditare  of 
ibe  civil  lis!  in  the  present  year,  including  tbe 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  Departments 
and  offices ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  sereral 
loan  o£Seers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same;  for  Ihe  payment  of  an- 
Dailies  and  grants;  for  tbe  support  of  the  Mint 
Establishment;  for  the  expenses  of  interconrae 
with  foreign  naiions;  for  tbe  support  of  light- 
honses,  beaeons,  bnoys,  and  public  piers ;  for  de- 
fravingthe  expenseaofsurvejring  the  public  lands; 
ana  for  aatisfying  certain  miscellaneou*  claims ; 
Ihe  following  sums  be,  and  tbe  same  hereby  are, 
lespectiTely  appropriated,  that  it  to  say  : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  RepresenEatives, 
ibeit  officers  andaiteDdaDta,estiniated  for  a  session 
of  four  months  and  a  half  coniinnance,  two  hun- 
dred and  one  thousand,  four  hundred  and  iweoty- 
&re  dollars. 

For  tbe  expense  of  fire-wood,  sUitionery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  twenty-eigat  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  library  of 
Congress,  and  for  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the 

iear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  eight 
undred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vioe- 
Preaident  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretarv  of  State, 
elerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  departntent, 
including  the  anm  ot  one  thousand  dollars  for 
«ompen«atioDa  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  thaaum 


allowed  by  tbe  aet  of  tbe  twentT-first  day  of  April 
one  ibousand  eight  hundred  and  six,tbirteeD  ihoo- 
sand  five  handred  and  sixty  dollam. 

For  the  inpidenial  and  CMitingeni  expenses  of 
the  said  depatlmeot,  four  thousand  two  hujtdred 
dollars. 

For  printing  and  distriboiing  the  laws  of  the 
second  sessioBof  the  tenth  Congress  nnd  printiog 
the  laws  in  newspapers,  eight  thonsand  two  Imn- 
dred  and  fiftv  dollars. 

Farspeeialmessengenchargedwith  despatches: 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
Burv,  clerks,  and  peraous  employed  in  his  ofBce, 
including  tne  mm  of  one  tnonsaod  doJlars.  for 
clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  bf  tJie 
act  of  the  twenty-first  April,  one  thonsand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  sixteen  (boutand  seven  hundred 

For  the  ex  penseof  translating  foreign langua^ts. 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  traDsmimng 
passports  and  sea-leiiers,  and  lor  stationery  ana 
printing  in  the  officeof  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury,  one  tbonsaud  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptrc^ei  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
□See,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  sis  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  dollars,  for  compensation  to 
his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  ibe 
act  of  the  twenty-first  April,  one  thonsand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  fourteen  ihoosand  six  hoadred 
and  sixteen  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing  and  inci- 
dentalanacanliogent  expe  uses  of  the  CompuoUei's 
office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Atiditoi  of  the  Trea- 
sury, cleikf,  and  persona  employed  in  his  office, 
cwelre  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dolUrs. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inei- 
deniat  and  CDntinsenl  expenses  of  the  Aodiior's 
office,  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Trea9nrer,elerb,)knd 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  tweoty-sevea  dollars  and  foity-fiee 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expettses  in  the  Treasurer's 
office,  three  hundred  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
ry,  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
Lteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
Register's  office,  including  books  for  the  public 
stocks,  and  for  the  arrang^neal  of  the'  mariae 
records,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel,  and  other  contingent  and  iocidcDia! 
eX}>enses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  thoo- 
land  dollars. 


For  defraying  the  expense  of  printing  nod  sta- 
-.jg  the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  bondred  and  nine,  one  Itaotisand  two  hoa- 


dred dollar¥. 
For  the  purchase  of  book^  mapa  and  chmrts,  tor 
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the  OH  of  i|ie  Treasury  Departmeoi,  four  ban- 
dred  AatiajsL 

For  compeDUlion  to  a  Saperintcodent  em- 
ploytd  to  secure  the  butldioga  Kod  recordB  of  the 
TreBsurv  DepartmeDt,  during;  ihe  y^or  one  thou- 
Mod  eigKt  bandred  and  Dine,  ioclndiiiff  the  ex- 
pense of  two  watchman,  the  repain  of  two  fire 
endues,  buckets,  laatetos,  and  other  incidental 
and  conlingeat  eipeasea,  004  ihotttand  one  hun- 
dred dollan. 

Pot  compenHtioD  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
ininionersof  the  Slaking  Fund,  two  bandred  and 
fifty  dollar*. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
cler^^  and  peraons  «npk)yed  in  his  office,  eleren 
thousand  two  hnndred  and  fifty  dollars. 

F6r  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  print i ok,  and 
other  contiagent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountaot  ofthe  War 
Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  ten  thonrand  oioe  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  tba 
AccouataDtoftheW«rDepartment,one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  Ihe  clerks  employed  in  the 
Paymaster's  office,  two  thotisand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
liundted  dollvs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  PuMie 
Supplies,  clerksj  and  persona  employed  in  bia 
office^  and  for  czpeaae  of  stationery,  slot*  rent 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  including  the  sum  of 
fire  hundred  dollars  for  compensation  to  elaks,  in 
addiiioo  to  -the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty  first  of  April,  one  ihonaand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  fire  thoosand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  conpensaiionlotheSecretaryoftbeNary, 
clerks,  and  peraons  employed  in  bis  office,  ni^e 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  coBtiiwenl  expensw  in  the  said  office,  two 
thotisa.od  dollafa. 

For  compeosatian  to  ibe  Accountant  ofthe 
Navy,  clerks,  and  peraons  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  ihooaand  font  hundred  and  ten  doUars. 

For  contingent  expeaiea  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  ofthe  Nary,  seven  hundred  and  fifVy 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  In  the  Postmaster  Qeaeral's  office,  in- 
cindiag  the  sam  of  one  thousand  fire  bondred 
and  foriy-Gve  dollars,  for  compensation  to  clerks, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  of  April,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred 
and  sis,  sixteen  inoniand  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  candles,  house  rent  for  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  &c.,  pertaioiog  to 
the  Posimaster  Qeneral's  office,  two  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  10  the  sereral  loan  officers, 

thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  sereral 

Commisiioaeis  of  Loam,  and  for  allowances  lo 


certain  loan  officers,  in  lien  of  clerk  hire,  and  lo 
defray  the  authorized  expense  of  the  several  loan 
offices,  fifteen  tbouaand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Qeneral 
and  his  clerks,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 

For  compeosation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
■ouih  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed 
in  his  office,  and  for  staiiooery,  and  other  contiu' 
gfneies,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  conipensatioo  to  the  officers  of  [he  Mint: 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollan; 

The  Treasurer,  twelve  hundred  dollars; 

The  Assayer,  fifteen  hundxed  dollars; 

The  Chief  Coiner,  fifteen  hundred  dollars; 

The  Melter  and  Hefioer,  fifteen  hundred  dol< 
lars; 

The  Eograver,  twelve  hundred  dqllanj 

One  elerk.at  seven  hundred  dollars ; 

And  two  clerks,  at  five  handred  dollars  each, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif* 
fer^ot  brancbes  of  melting,  coining,  carpeaten' 
millwriehts'  and  smiths'  work,  includiiig  the  sum 
of  one  Inousand  dollars  pet  annum,  allowed  10  an 
assistant  coioet  and  die>forger,  who  also  oversees 
the  execution  of  the  iron-work,  and  of  six  huii' 
dred  dollars  per  a^Dum^allowed  toanassbtanten- 
grarer,  eight  thouaaod  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaee^,  east-rollen  and  screws, 
timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for  all 
other  contingencies  of  the  Mmt,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  Oorernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  thirteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingeoi  expenses  of  the 
eieeotive  officers  of  (he  said  Territory,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Goreroor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  ofthe  Mississippi  Territory,  seven  thon- 
sand  eigat  hundred  dollars;  . 

For  expense  of  statiooerr,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensaiion  to  the  Gorernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  Ihe  Indiana  Territory,  six  thoosand 
■fx  hundred  dollar*. 

For  expenee  of  sutiooery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contiogeni  expenses,  of  said  Territory,  three  han- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  QoTeriKir,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  statiooery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses,  of  the  said  Territory,  three 
bnodred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 


For  expense  of  siationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses,  of  the  said  Territory,  three 
huadred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  tp  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 
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For  espcme  of  slalioncrY,  offiee  ml,  aod  oiker 
eonlJDKeni  ex  pause*  of  h  id  Tcrriuwy,  ihtM  hoD- 
dted  anil  Gfry  dollari. 

Pot  ihe  diMsbarge  of  inch  damaDdsagaiasl  ihe 
Upjied  Siatn,  onaccoant  of  the  cItII  drpartmeoi, 
Boi  otherwise  prorided  for,  as  rhail  have  been 
admilled  in  m  due  coune  of  teitlemeai  attha  Trek- 
turr,  two  tfaouaad  dallara. 

Foi  additioaal  eompcBuiloa  to  ibe  clerk*  in 
Ihe  scferal  Depanmcniaof  9tKl«,Tmtnrr,  War, 
■nd  Ntitj,  and  of  the  Oenvral  Feat  Office,  oai 
exceediog,  for  caeti  DepsrIineDl  Tetpeelivelf,  fif- 
teen per  eaniam,  ia  addition  to  ibe  mma  allowed 
bf  ibe  act,  eoiiued  "  An  act  to  regnlai*  and  fix 
tbe  coupenMlioB  of  elerka,  and  to  aulhorite  ibe 
larinffODi-caHBia  pnblie  roadi,a»d  forotbet  put- 
poaC)/'  Ibirteen  tbouiand  two  buodred  and  lixip 
niaa  dollar*  »ai  ibirtf>lhree  crot*. 

For  eompamaiion,  granted  br  law,  to  the  Chief 
Juitioe,  the  Atiociate  JudBei,  and  Diiirict  Jaigtt, 
of  the  United  States,  includiiig  the  ebicf  juitiee 
•nd  two  aaioeiate  jadgei  for  the  Diitrici  of  Co- 
lumbia, to  the  Atiomer  Oeaeral  and  to  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  tbe  Terriiorv  of  Orleave,  finy-aioe 
thnuMtniT  four  handred  dollar*. 

Pot  the  like  compeoiatioD  ffranied  to  itae  ler- 
eral  District  Atlorner*  of  ibe  United  StalM,  thraa 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompeosalioB*  granted  to  ibe  Marshall 
for  tbe  Districts  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
moBt,  New  Jersey,  North  Caraltna,  Kentnckr, 
Obio,  Ea*t  and  W«ft  Tenneasea,  and  OrleaiMi,  in- 
cluding the  compenHtioD  allowed  to  the  Mar- 
sbnla  of  New  Jereef  and  Narlb  Carolina,  for  the 
three  laM  quarter*  of  the  year  one  thousantl  cigbl 
buodred  and  eight,  by  the  act  of  the  tweitty- 
fifib  of  Febrnary,  one  thoncand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  ti*o  tbonsaBd  six  bai)dt«d  and  fiftv 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expentm  of  the  Snnmne, 
CifCBJt,  and  District  Courts,  of  the  United  Slates, 
including  the  Disirici  of  Columbia,  aod  ofjaror* 
and  witBceses,  in  aid  of  the  fond*  arising  from 
finai^  forfeitures,  and  peaakleL  and  for  detrayiag 
Ihe  eipen*es  of  prosecution*  for  oSWncea  aeainat 
tba  United  Staini,  and  for  the  aafa-kaaptag  of 
priaoners,  fofiy  tbonaaad  doltam 

For  tbe  payment  of  sundry  pens i«ni  granted 
by  the  lai«  Gtorernment,  nino  hundred  and  sixty 

For  tbe  paymeDt  of  the  annnal  allowanee  to 
the  inratid  penaioaers  of  the  United  State*,  from 
the  fifth  of  Marofa,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine,  to  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  ibou- 
aand  eiffat  buitdred  and  ten,  ninety-eight  t boa- 
aand  doUars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  sunpott  of  ligbt- 
botaaas,  beacons,  buoy*,  and  public  piers,  *take' 
age*  of  channel*,  bars,  and  shoal*,  and  cerlnin 
eoniiDgent  expenses,  aerenty-nioe  tbonsaiul  and 
thirty-nine  dollar*  and  forty  cents. 

For  erecting  two  light-house*  on  Long  bland 
Sound,  one  on  Watcbhill  point, and  the  other  on 
Band's  or  Watch  point,  the  following  sum*,  that 
it  i*  lo«ay:  tbe*QBi  of  two  thonsandsix  hundred 
and  thiiiy-ievea  dollar*  and  fifty  cents,  balance 


of  a  former  appfoprtttinn  for  thMe  objects  car- 
ried to  the  "surplus  fund,"  and  the  furttwi  suib 
of  five  thousand  seren  huadred  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion tothcapiHMpriation*  heteiofora  madefor  tbe 
same  obieeta. 

For  plaoing  buoys  and  beacoiM  on  or  Bear  tba 
iboals  and  rock*  in  the  obnnnel  leading  into  tba 
harbor  of  Saleiti,  in  the  Sun  of  bfaasaefaBaaits, 
in  addition  to  tba  snma  heretofore  appiopnated 
for  that  purpose,  *ixly-«eren  dollars  and  twenty- 
nine  cants. 

Ror  rebuilding  two  light-honsaa  im  Plunib 
Island,  in  tbe  Sute  of  UMsacbtuett*,  Icb  thov- 
saad  doHars. 

For  defrayinc  the  expentea  of  saneying  iha 

Biblic  landr  wilbJB  the  aereial  Tern'birie*  of  tba 
niiad  Staiasj  etgktecB  thoosBBd  twoiiBndrerf 
aod  forty  dcdlan. 

For  expenses  of  the  faaards  foraaed  in  tba  Tct- 
ritorte*  of  Orleaa*  and  LoBisiana,  tot  iavcstigBt- 
io|^  and  adjusting  titles  and  claima  to  land,  in  ad- 
ditioo  to  the  sam  aeremfore  apprapriatad  for  ibat 
obieci,  ten  thousand  doUaia. 

For  the  unease  of  taking  tbe  aaeoud  C^atn 
of  the  United  Slates,  being  the  balance  of  a 
fofmer  appropriation  for  that  object,  and  car- 
ried to  the  surplus  fund,  thirlaen  tbotnand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  ninaty-ux  ceats. 

For  tbe  expeme  of  rctnTning  the  rotes  of  Prea- 


March,  onv  tboafand  eight  btindred  and  nine, 
one  thoBsand  fire  hondrrt  and  niBety-tbraa  dol- 
Ura. 

For-  espensea  of  intercourse  *ttb  foreign  na- 
tions, thirty-three  ihoniaDd  aitd  fifty  doUaia. 

For  the  contingent  expeiMeiofuiicreoBraewitb 
foreign  iMriians,  Berent][-fire  tbooaasA  ftoUaia. 

For  tbe  expenses  of  intereonrse  witb  tbe  Bar- 
bery Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars 

For  the  contingent  cxpenseaof  inUKOBiae  witb 
tbe  Barbary  Power*,  fifty  thoasand  dollar*. 

For  tbe  relief  and  protBclion  of  diswasaed  Anw- 
rican  seamen,  fire  thousand  dollara> 

For  the  expcnacsjof  prMMUiing  olaiBia  in  tdft- 
lioB  to  caotnrea,  six  tboosand  dolfanb 

For  defraying  tbe  expeooes  of  regtilatiag^  Imj- 
ing  oat,  and  making  a  road  frsm  Caanbatlaad,  la 
tba  Slate  of  Bfaiylaad,  to  the  BtaMofObio,  agres^ 
ably  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  tbe  twaaty- 
niuih  day  of  March,  one  tboBsand  -eight  bandred 
and  six,  the  balance  of  a  former  appropiiaiion 
made  by  the  aforesatd  act,  for  that  object,  faariBg 
been  carried  to  tbesnrplDs  fund, sixteen  tbotti«nd 
and  Mreaty-fita  dollars  and  Gfteen  cent*. 

For  defraying-  the  expense  of  opeBing  b  road 
froia  the  frontier  of  Oeorgia,  on  the  roata  from 
Athens  to  New  Orlnans,  till  the  aame  inienccta 
the  thirty-first  dagme  of  north  latiiode,  agreeably 
to  an  sol  of  Congtcss,  passed  on  tbe  tBreaiiy-firat 
day  of  April,  on«  ihouaaBd  eigtu  handred  and 
six,  tbe  balance  of  a  former  appropriatioD  for  that 
object  baring  been  carried  to  the  surplus  faai^ 
two  thoosaDiTfoar  handred  dollars,  aitd  a  fonber 
sum  of  fire  thousand  dollaia,  in  addiiioB  to  ibe 
suiBs  betslofoiB  B]^Foptiated  for  that  olgest. 
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For  defray  log  the  txpeote  of  apeiiiD|^  a  road  or 
roada  throagh  the  lerrilorj'  lately  ceded  by  lh« 
IndiaoB  to  the  United  States,  from  ibe  Misaiisip- 
pi  to  the  Ohio,  aod  to  the  rormer  Indiao  boundary 
fine,  which  hm  establiihed  by  the  Treaty  of 
CkecBTille^  agree»bly  to  tb«  last  above  recited 
act;  th)B  baUoce  of  a  former  appropriatioD  made 
for  that  object  having  been  earned  to  the  lurplui 
fund,  one  ihoutand  eight  htiodred  doUara  and 
forty -eight  eeoti. 

For  defraying  the  expenw  of  opeaiag  a  road 
from  Naahrille,  in  the  Sute  of  TenneaHC,  to 
Natchez,  in  ~ihe  Miwiuippi  Tcriiiory.  agreiably 
to  the  aforesaid  act  of  ilie  tweniy-flrat  day  of 
April,  one  tbonNBd  eiftht  hundred  and  six,  the 
baUBce  of  a  former  a p propria tion.  for  that  object 
having  been  carried  to  tne  inTplai  fund,  three- 
thomand  dollars. 

wrge  of  inch  miwellane 

,  --. «  provided 

foE,  aa  ahall  bate  been  admiiied,  in  due  conne  of 
seulement,  at  the  Tieaiury,  foor  thomaad  dol- 
lar*. 

SBC.  2.  And  bt  ilfitjiJur  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriatioDa  horciobcfore  made,  tbali 
be  paid  «Dd  discharged  oni  of  the  fond  of  six 
hundred  ihooMnd  dollari,  reurred  by  aa  act 
making  proviaion  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
Statea.  and  oM  of  any  moneyi  in  the  Treaaury, 
not  otbetwtae  appropriated. 

Approved,  Febrnacy  17,  IBOi. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  citizens  of  the  In- 
diana Territory  eDiil)«d  to  rote  for  Representa- 
tive* to  the  Oeneral  Assembly  thereof,  shitl,  at 
the  time  of  electing  ibeir  Representatives  lo  the 
said  Qeneral  AsMmbly,  also  dcct  oae  jSalegate 
from  the  said  Terfiiory  to  the  Gongien  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  posaais  the  same  powers 
heretofore  granted  to  ihe  DBlegatcs  from  the  sev- 
eral Terriloriesof  tbeUoited  8utM,anythiagin 
tl^  ordinance  fot  the  go>verauent  of  the  said 
Territory. to  tlic  cAntnry  noiwithslandinss. 

Seo.  2.  Awi  be  ti  Jtather  macUd,  That  the 
sheriBe  of  .the-  several  eouaties,  wbkh  now  arc, 
or  may  bateaAer  be  established  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory, reapwtlvely.  shall,  within  forty  days  next 
after  an  election  for  a  Delegate  to  Congress  tmns- 
mit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  a  cartiSed 
copy  of  the  returns  from  the  several  township*  in 
their  counlie*  respectively.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Oovernor,  for  Ihe  lime  being,  to  give 
to  the  person  having  the  greatestnnmber  of  votes, 
a  certificate  of  his  election. 

Sko.'^  Mid  be  it  fmlher  enacted,  That,  so  soon 
as  the  Ooteroor  of  the  said  Territory  shall  divide 
the  same  into  five  diittiels,  the  citizens  thereof 
entitled  to  vote  for  Repreacoiatives  to  the  said 
Oenernl  Assembly,  shall,  in  each  of  the  said  dis- 
tricts, elect  one  member  of  the  Lcgiilative  Coun- 
cil, who  shall  possess  the  ssm*  powers  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Lvislaiive  Couocil  tu  the  said 
Territory,  and  shall  held  tbaii  offices  four  years, 


and  DO  longer ;  anythinir  in  Ihe  ordinance  for  the 
government  of  the  said  Territory  lo  the  contrary 
QotiviihstaDding. 

Seo,  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  shall 
have  power  to  spportion  the  Representsiive)  of 
the  several  eauntras  therein,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  establishei)  therein,  according  lo  the  num- 
ber of  free  white  male  inhabitants  above  ibe  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  in  such  conntiesj  Provided, 
thai  there  be  not  more  tban  twelve,  nor  less  than 
nine,  of  Ihe  whole  onmber  of  Repreaeniniives, 
any  set  or  sets  to  the  conlrnry  nottvithslanding, 
until  then  shall  be  sit  thonund  free  male  white 
inhabitant*,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
in  said  Territory!  after  which  time,  the  number 
of  Representatives  shall  be  regulated  agreeably 
to  the  ordinance  for  the  government  thereof. 

Approved,  Ff  brnary  S7, 1809. 


Be  ilenacUd,^c.,  Thai  all  letters  and  packets 
to  Thomas  Jefferson,  now  President  of  Ihe  United 
Stales,  after  the  eipiraiion  of  bis  term  of  office 
and  during  his  life,  shall  be  carried  by  the  (Bail, 
free  of  postage. 

Approved,  February  2S,  1809'. 

An  Act  lot  lbs  dispo**!  ef  certain  traots  of  had  in  Ihe 
MisaisampL  Tarritory,  elaimad  under  Spanish  granls, 
reported  ttj  the  Land  Commissioners  as  Bnt«dal«d, 
uM  to  Gonflim  the  oUin*  of  Abtahan  EUia  and 
Daniel  Hanngsl. 

Be  it  emmeted.  fe^  That  tha  sevevat  tracta  of 
land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  titles  to 
which  have  beac  derived  under  Spanish  clain*, 
aad  which  have  been  disallowed  by  iheBonrda 
of  Commissioner*  easLand  weal  of  Pearl  rircr, 
oaanspieicB  of.  the  grant*,  warraaiS)  ot  ofder*  of  ' 
survey,  tm,  which  }be  olaims  are  grounded,  being 
antedated,  or  olberwiae  fraadniaot^and  which  are 
embraeed.in  the  report  of  the  said  Boards  of  Com- 
miaaiaaMre,  laid  bafoi«CDa^resar"f  •nbly  lo  tha 
third  seaiion  of  an  act,  eniiiled,  ''Anaot  suppU- 
UMMary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  net  reg«bting  iha 
grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  tha  diapaM  of 
-'     '      '    of  the  United  SiBMs  south  of  tha  8|aM 


tame  price]  and  on  the  same  terms  nod  condition* 
as  have  been,  or  may  be  by  lav  jirovided  for  the 
sale  of  iha  other  public  lands  to  the  said  Terri- 
tory J  and  any  person  or  perions  claiming  under 
a  Spanish  srant,  varraat,  or  order  of  survey,  as 
sforemd,  snail  be  entitled  loiRstiiute.-tn  the  high- 
est court  of  Isw  or  equity  in  the  said  Terriiury, 
his  or  their  suit  or  action  for  ihe  recovery  of  ihe 
tract  or  tracts  so  claimed  as  aforesaid :  Pramded, 
such  claimant  or  claimaoiSHball  instiiuie  his  or 
their  suit  or  action  within  the  term  of  one  year 
from  andal^r  the  tractor  irants so  claimed  shall 
have  been  sold  by  the  Uoiied  Staler ;  or,  io  ease 
the  same  is  now  inhsbiied  and  cultivated  in  vir- 
tue of  a  pre-emption  tight,  vitbia  one  year  fiom 
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aad  after  the  pauitig  of  ihii  act ;  and  if  aoy  per- 
son or  persoDS,  claiming  laodt  a*  aforeMid,  sliaU 
fail  or  neglect  lo  cotnoifDce  or  iomituta  hii  or 
their  luit  or  actioa,  ia  ili«  raaooer,  and  wiibio  [be 
lime  prncribed  bf  ihii  wctioo,  or  thail  be  aon- 
auit,  or  diKoaiiaue  ibe  same,  bi«  or  (heir  right  lo 
eommeoce  such  suit  or  aciioo,  ia  any  court  what- 
soever, ihall  be  forever  barred  and  roreclused. 

Sec.  S.  Ami  be  i(  Jurtker  enacted.  That  if  the 
person  or  pErsooictaiming  under  such  grant,  war- 
rant, or  order  of  surrey,  shall  make  it  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  whom  such 
suitor  action  shall  be  pending,  that  the  tract  of 
land  therein  specified  was  actually  surveyed  prior 
to  the  (weDty-Kveoth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  tDen,  and  in 
that  case,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  and  held  lo 
be  good  and  valid  to  all  iateoisand  purposes,  tny- 
thin^  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  Qotwiibsianding. 
But  in  case  the  clairaant  or  eUimaots  shall  fsil  to 

Erove  the  tract  or  tracts  of  land  so  claimed,  to 
ave  been  actually  surveyed  prior  to  the  tweoty- 
levenlh  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  oioeiv-Gve,  or,  in  case  the  sarue  shall 
appear  to  be  otherwise  frauduknt  or  illegal,  the 
grant,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  granted  by 
the  Spanish  Oovemmeot,  as  aforesaid,  by  virtue 
of  which  such  tract  or  tracts  of  land  may  be 
claimed,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared, 
null  and  void,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 
shall  not  be  read  in  evidence  asainst  any  olaim 
01  eenifieale  of  pre-emption,  derived  from  the 
United  States. 


either  p<i>ty  to  introduce  parole  evidence,  for  tbe 
pnrpose  of  aupportiag  or  invalidating  the  grant, 
wannoi,  or  order  of  survey,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 
judgment,  sentence,  or  decree  of  the  aaU  highetl 
court  of  lawor  equity,  in  the  uses  aforesaid,  shall 
be  final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties,  and 
may  be  plead  in  bar  to  any  subBeqoent  suit  or  no- 
tion brought  in  the  same,  or  any  other  court,  for 
Iha  recovery  of  the  same  laQd,oraaj  part  thereof. 
Sao.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Abra- 
ham  Ellis  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  confirmed  in  a 
tract  of  land,  granted  by  the  British  government 
of  West  Florida  to  Stephen  Jordan,  eonlainiag 
the  qaaotity  of  two  hundred  acres,  lying  on  tbe 


plat  thereof  made  by  the  Surveyor  Oeneral  of 
said  province  of  West  Florida;  and  that  the 
nmouai  of  money  which  the  said  Bllis  may  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  lo  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  west  of  Pear)  rivei,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  for  said  traet  of  land,  be  refunded  to 
him  by  the  receiver  aforesaid. 

8eo.  5.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  Daniel 
Harregal  be,  and  he  ii  hereby,  confirmed  in  bis 
title  in  fee  simple  to  the  imci  of  land  whereon 
he  resides,  containing  the  quantity  of  fire  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  agreeably  to  a  plat  thereof 
filed  with  the  Register  of  the  land  office,  west  of 
Peart  river,  io  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Approved,  February  28, 1809. 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  entain  Alabama  ai>d  Wyandot 

Be  it  tfuicttd,  ^.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  inrveyed  and  designaied,  by  proper 
metes  and  bounds,  a  trac  t  of  land,  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  five  hundred  acres,  oat  of  any  land* 
of  the  United  Stales,  lying  in  the  Terriiory  of 
Orleans,  and  west  of  tbe  river  Mississif^i ;  and, 
by  lease,  vest  the  said  tract  of  land  in  a  certain 
tribe  of  Alabama  Indians,  and  theii  descendants, 
for  tbe  term  of  Sfty  years.  Provided,  MwrtAe- 
fcfs.  That  it  shall  not  be  lanHil  for  the  said  tribe 
uf  Indians  to  transfer  or  assign  tbeir  interest  ia 
the  said  land,  and  every  such  transfer  or  assiffD- 
ment  shall  be  null  and  void  :  And  provided,  aiao. 
That,  if  the  said  tribe  of  Indians  shall  remora 
from  tbe  said  tract  of  land,  their  ioiereM  in  and 
to  the  same  shall  henceforih  c^aae  and  ddermine. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Jiaiker  enaded,  That  there 
shall  be  designated,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (wo  tracts  of  land  in 
the  Michigan  Territory,  one  including  ihe  village 
called  Brownslown,  and  the  other,  the  village 
called  Magoaga,  in  the  possession  of  the  Wyan- 
dot tribe  of  Indians,  coniainiog  in  the  whole  not 
more  than  five  thousand  acres;  whieh  two  tracts 
of  land  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Wyandots,  and  their  desceodanta,  Mid  be  secured 
to  ihem  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  ihe  aame 
terms  and  conditions,  as  is  provided  in  relatioD  to 
the  Alabama  Indians  by  the  first  lectioa  of  thin 
act. 

Approved,  February  28, 1809: 

Aa  Act  to  Interdict  coounercial  rotanomaB  betweaa 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Fianoa, 
and  their  dqwndeneiea,  and  for  other  fnnisM 
Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  die 
passage  of  this  act,  the  entrance  of  tbe  harbors 
and  waters  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  be,  and  the  same  is  htreby,  inter- 
dicted to  all  public  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to 
Qreat  Britain  or  France,  excepting  vess^  OQlf 
which  may  be  forced  in  by  distress,  «r  whieh  arc 
charged  with  desjpatches  or  business  from  the 
Government  to  which  they  belong,  and  also  pack- 
ets baring  do  caran  or  merchandise  on  board. 
And  if  any  pablic  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  not 
beinx  included  in  the  exception  above  mentioned, 
shall  enter  any  harbors  or  waters  widiin  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  the  Territo- 
ries thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of 
tbe  United  States,  or  snch  other  person  as  he 
shall  have  empowered  for  that  purpooe,  to  emplor 
such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces,  ot  of  tM 
militia  of  the  United  States,  or  Ihe  Territories 
thereof,  as  heshall  deem  necessary,  to  eooapel  such 
ship  or  vessel  to  depart. 

Sbc.  2.  AndbeU farther macled,  That  il  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  citizen  or  citizena  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  nor  for 
any  person  or  persons  residing  or  being  in  lbs 
same,  to  have  any  intercourse  with,  or  lo  mBotd 
any  aid  01  supplies  10 any  pnUie  ship  or  T«aBcla» 
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aforesaid,  which  shall,  contrary  to  the  provii 
of  this  act,  have  entered  aaj  harbor  or  warers 
within  ihe  juriidictian  of  the  United  Slaien,  or 
the  Territories  thereof;  and  if  acif  person  ch>ll, 
conirary  to  ihe  prorisiom  of  this  act,  bava  eny 
iotercourse  with  such  (hip  or  Teaael,  or  thall  af- 
ford any  aid  to  such  ship  or  vessel,  either  in 
repairiog  the  said  veswl,  or  ia  furaishia^  her,  her 
officers. and  crew,- with  supplies  of  any  kind,  or  in 
any  manaer  whatever,  or  If  any  pilot  or  other 
person  shall  assist  in  navi^ting  or  piloting  edcI 
ship  or  vessel,  unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  ear 
ryiog  her  beyond  the  limits  and  jurisdieiion  of 
the  United  Slates,  every  person  so  offendiDs shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred 
dollara.  nor  exceediog  tea  thousaod  dollars;  and 
shall  also  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  less  than 
one  month,  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fia^er  enacted,  Thst,fVon] 
sad  after  the  twentietli  day  of  May  next,  [he  en- 
trance of  ibehatborsaodwatersof  the  United  States 
and  the  Territories  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  iaierdicied  to  all  ships  or  vesiiels  sailing 
under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  or  France,  or  own- 
«il  in  whole  or  in  part  bf  any  citizen  or  subject 
of  either;  vessels  hired,  chartered,  or  employed, 
by  the  Government  of  either  eouairy,  for  tnesole 
purpose  of  carrying  letters  or  despatches,  and  also 
vessels  forced  in  by  distress,  or  by  the  dangers  of 
the  sea,  only  excepted.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessel 
sailing  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  or  France, 
or  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or 
subject  of  either,  and  not  excepted  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  after  the  said  tweniieih  day  of  May  next, 
arrive,  either  with  or  without  a  cargo,  nithia  the 
limits  of  the  United  Stales,  or  of  the  Territories 
thereof^  soch  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  the 
cargo,  if  any,  which  may  be  found  on  board,  shall 
be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  ^d  condemned  in 
any  court  of  the  United  Stales,  or  the  Territories 
thereof,  bavingcompetenIjUTi«aicliDi];a[id  all  and 
every;  act  and  acts  heretofore  passed,  which  shall 
be  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and 
the  »ame  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sue.  4.  And  be  it  fw-lher  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  nrit,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise whatever,  from  any  pott  or  place,  siia-^ 
ated  Id  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the 
eoloniea  or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  nor 
from  any  port  or  place  tituated  in  France,  or  in 
any  of  her  colonies  or  dependencies,  nor  from  any 
port  or  place  in  the  actual  possession  of  either 
Great  Britain  or  France.  Nor  shall  it  be  lawful 
to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  the  Territo- 
ries thereof,  from  anyforeign  port  or  place  what- 
ever, aoy  goads,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatever, 
being  of  ihegrowth,  produce,  or  manufacinre,  of 
Prance,  or  of  any  of  her  colonies  or  depeadenoes, 
or  being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture, 
of  Great  Brtiaia  or  Ireland,or  of  any  of  the  colo- 
nies or  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  or  being  of 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacinre,  of  any  phice 
or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of  either 
France  or  Great  Britain:  i'raeiiied,  That  nothing 
lOm  Cos.  Sd  Ssss.— S8 


herein  aootaiaed  shall  be  construed  to  affect  the 
cargoes  of  ships  or  vessels  wholly  owned  by  a 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  wfaieh 
had  cleared  for  any  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  prior  to  the  twenty-second  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  or 
which  had  departed  for  such  port  by  permission  of 
the  President,  under  the  acts  supplementary  to  the 
act  laying  ao  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted.  That  when- 
ever any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of 
which  IS  prohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the 
twentieth  of  May,  be  imported  into  the  United 
Slates,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  contrary  to  the 
trne  intern  and  meaning  of  thislact,  orshall,  after 
the  said  twentieth  of  May,  be  put  on  board  of  any 
ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  wiih  inten- 
tion of  imparling  the  same  into  the  United  Stales, 
or  the  Territories  thereof  all  such  articles,  as  well 
as  all  other  articles  on  board  the  same  ship  or 
vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  belonging  to  the 
owner  of  such  prohibited  articles,  shalt  he  forfeit- 
ed i  and  the  owner  thereof  shall,  moreover,  for- 
feit and  pay  treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sbc.8.  And  be  it  further  tnacled.  That  if  any 
article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is 

Sohibited  by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  twentieth  of 
ay,  be  put  on  board  of  any  ship,  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  with  intention  to  impart  the 
samg  into  the  United  Steles,  or  the  Terrttoriea 
thereof,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  owner 
or  master  of  such  ship,  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or 
carriage,  snchship,  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage, 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  owner  and  master  there- 
of shall,  moreover,  each,  forfeit  and  pay  treble  the 
— .lue  of  such  articles. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  further  ettaOed,  That  if  any 
article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  U 

Krohtbited  by  (his  act,'and  which  shall,  nevertba- 
iss,  be  on  board  of  any  ship,  or  vessel,  boat,  raft, 
it  carriage,  arriving  alter  tne  said  twentieth  of 
May  next,  in  the  United  SttUea,  or  the  Territoriea 
hereof;  shell  be  omitted  in  the  manifest,  report, 
ir  entry,  of  the  master,  or  the  person  having  the 
ihaige  or  cottHuand  of  such  ship,  or  vessel,  noat, 
raft,  or«Brriage,  or  shall  be  omitted  in  the  entry 
of  the  goods  owned  by  the  owner  or  consignee 
to  the  consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shall  be  im- 
ported or  landed,  or  attempted  to  be  imported  or 
landed  withoat  a  permit,  tne  same  penalties,  fines, 
and  forfeitures,  shall  be  incurred,  and  may  be  re- 
covered,  as  in  the  case  of  similar  oniissioo,  or 
omissions,  landing,  importation,  or  attempt  to 
land  or  import,  in  relation  to  articles  liable  to  da- 
tiea  on  their  importation  into  the  United  States^ 
Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther enacted,  Thaievny 
eotleetor,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  other  officer 
of  the  customs,  shall  have  the  like  power  and  au- 
thority to  seize  goods,  ware^i,  and  merchandise, 
imported  contrary  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act,  to  keep  the  same^ custody  until  ii  shall 
have  been  ascertained  whether  the  same  baa 
been  forfeited  or  not,  and  to  enter  any  ship  oi 
vessel,  dwelling-bouse,  store,  bnilding,  cm-  otiur 
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place,  fcr  ibe  purpose  of 
mg  any  *uch  goods,  if 
which  he  or  ihe;  now  hi 
goods,  wares,  and  merch 
and,  if  any  person 
Buy  eoo'i^i  wares,  ( 
-Reliable---- 


iching  for  Hnd  seiz- 
s,  and  merchandise, 
1  have  by  law  in  relatioti  to 
irchaadise,  subject  10  duty; 
persons  shall  conceal  or  buy 
merchandise,  knowing  them 
t  by  this  act,  such  person  or 
person^  shall,  on  conviction  theieof,  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum.double  the  amount  or  Talu«  of  the 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  so  concealed  or 
purchased. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  il  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
following  addiitons  shall  be  made  to  the  oath  or 
affirmation  taken  hy  the  masters,  or  persons,  hav- 
ing the  charge  or  command  of  any  ship,  or  vessel, 
arriving  at  any  port  of  the  United  Statea,  or  the 
Terriioriei  thereof,  af^er  the  iweniiEtbofMay,  viz; 
"1  further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  there  are  not, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  aod  belief,  on  board. 
[ituert  the  denomiiuHion  tuid  namt  of  the  vesiel,'] 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchaQdise,  the  importa- 
tion of  which  into  the  United  Slates,  or  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  is  prohibited  by  law:  And  I  do 
further  swear  (or  affirm)  that  if  I  shall  hereafter 
discover  or  know  of  any  Buch  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandiiie,  on  board  the  said  vessel,  or  which 
shall  have  been  imported  in  the  same,  I  will  im- 
mediately, and  without  delay,  make  due  report 
thereof  to  the  coJlector  of  the  pott  of  this  dis- 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  JitrUta- enacted,  That  the 
following  addition  be  made,  after  (he  twentieth 
of  May,  to  the  oath  or  affirmation  taken  by  im- 
porters, consignees,  or  agents,  at  the  time  of  en- 
teritis goods  tmported  into  the  United  State*,  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  viz  : 

"  I  also  swear  (or  affirm )  that  there  are  not,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief^  among  the 
said  ^Dods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  or 
consigned  as  aforesaid,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
cbandise,  the  impurlaiion  of  which  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  is  prohibited 
bv  law  ;  and  I  do  further  swear  (oi  affirm)  that 
il  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or  know  of  any  such 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  among  the  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaadiie,  imported  or  con- 
signed as  aforesaid,  I  will  immediately  and  with- 
out delay  report  the  tame  to  the  cDUectar  of  this 
district." 

Seo.  11.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  hereby 
is,  authorized,  in  case  either  Prance  or  Qrcat 
Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as 
that  they  shall  erase  to  violate  the  neu  ' 
jnerce  of  the  United  States,  to  declare  the  same 
by  proclamation  ;  after  which  the  trade  of  thi 
United  States,  suspended  by  this  act,  and  by  the 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  several  acts  supplemeniary  thereto,  may  be 
renewed  with  the  nation  so  doing:  Promded 
That  alt  penslties  and  forfeitures  which  shall 
have  been  previously ^curreil,  by  virtue  of  this 
or  of  any  other  act,  the  operation  of  which  shall 
to  cease  and  determine,  shall  be  recovered  and 
distributed,  in  like  mantier  a*  if  tbe  same  had 


ay  fot»i(B  port  w  niw. 


cobiinued  in  full  force  and  virtne 

bound  thereafter  to 

with  which  commen       

°.^  V  X^""^  SL.,e,»,Lhapp,o,ri„l 

double  the  value  of  the  vwiei  ni  «„,  ii 

they  shall  not  proceed  to  anyfoitijn  m^, 

trade  with  any  country  other  ihioiitKiJii 

hich  commercial  inteiconraeilullbtnbNiN 

may  be  permitted  by  this  scl 

Sec  12.  And  be  itJurOitr  «n(K(4Tk«K 

luchof  the  act  liyingan  einbi^(Bd|,u 

and  vessels  in  tbe  ports  and  hubgnnribintlij 

States,  and   of  the  aeveial  uU  utpplnmun 

thereto,  as  forbids  tbe  depannre  of  TtMbim^ 

by  citizensof  the  United  Slates, iWikupwi- 

lion  of  domestic  and  foreign  mcrebidvumr 

foreign  port  01  place,  be,  and  the  BKslinAi, 

repealed,  after  the  fifteenth  dtr  ((Uinb,ni 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  nuit.tiffpinin 

an  ibey  relate  to  Great  BrittinorPtucr.ntlini 

colooies  or  dependencies,  or  plicMiiillctniL 

possession  of  either:    Pnmati,  TluuUpnit 

lies  and  forfeitures  which  aball  hiit  bm  ptni- 

ously  Incurred  by  virtue  of  so  nutli  U  ibe  ail 

acts  as  is   repealed  by  thii  ici,  oi  wbidi  Inn 

been,  oc  may  hereafter  be,  iDcurted  bj  liitst  if 

tbe  said  acta,  on  accouDl  of  iDif  im'ttciioD  of  s 

much  of  the  said  acts  as  ia  sol  npnM  l^itiu 

ihall  be  recovered  aad  diiinbiiid  a  lit: 

etas  if  the  said  teu  hid  wmiiiui  in  Idl 

force  and  virtue. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it^ier  oslcd  Tbu  d^ 
ing  tbe  coDiinueuce  of  soiDiKliQf  the  iciiij- 
ngaoembargoon  shipssml  Teutliimhtpoti 
.aA  harbors  oflhe  United  Sltlei^iIilDfihtincitl 
,cts  supplementary  thereto, uiiMnpolrii) 
bis  act,  no  ship  or  vessel  tenod  to  i[omfi[a'i 
vilh  which  commercial  inlereour»shill,brre- 
ue  of  this  act,  be  again  peimiUed.ihill  btiiW 
o  depart  for  such  port,  unlBilheon*i(rBi* 
irs,  consignee  or  factor  of  luoh  Af  "  w* 
.hall,  with  the  master,  bave  given  hwliiii  w 
)r  more  sureties  lo  the  United  SBiB,ii  i«« 
double  the  value  of  the  vessel  ud  cuea,ilih 
vessel  is  wholly  ownedby  leiiiHOMciiiw* 
the  United  Slates;  and  inawm  fMriiMW 
value,  if  tbe  vessel  is  owned  isprt  "!'••" 
by  any  foreigner  or  foreignen,  ti*'  'ii  "* 
shall  not  Iftave  (be  port  wiihont  i  d(ini«, « 
shall,  when  leaving  tbe  poii,  proceri  vtmf 
or  place  in  Great  Britain  orF[Mte.Miia 
colonies  or  dependencies  of  either,  teii  »««■ 
Lual  possession  of  either,  oor  be  dirMin  « "^ 
recUy  engaged  during  the  vojig*  i"  "f "r 
with  such  Mrt,  oor  shall  piu  iDyrUti"*!*^ 
of  any  other  vessel ;  nor  unless  ewrj  mW,^ 
quisite  and  provision  of  the  second  «eu*a» 
act  entitled  -An  act  to  enforce  ud  oiht**; 
feciual  an  act,eoiiaed  'AnactliTiojw'r; 
onallshipsand  veaseisin  Iheporuitiil"*^ 
the  Uttiied  States,  and  iheMvenlKU»IV* 
tary  thereto,"  shall  have  been  complied  •"'■'* 
the  party  or  parties  to  the  aboreraes'"'"'" 
shall,  within  a  reasonable  timeifieriieJw' 
aam^  to  be  expressed  in  said  boo*,  P««»*' 
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sollectar  of  the  districi  from  which  the  T«ssel  shall 
iaTe  been  cleared,  n  cerrificate  of  the  UndiDg  of 
:he  same,  in  th«  same  manner  as  Is  provided  by 
aw  for  ide  laudiag  of  gooda  exported  with  the 
[)riTi[ese  of  drawback;  oa  failure  whereof,  the 
load  shall  be  put  ia  Buit;  and  ld  every  such  suit 
judgmeDt  shall  be  girea  againsl  the  defendant 
ir  defendanls,  unless  proof  shall  be  procured  of 
(uch  relanding,  or  of  loss  at  «ea. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
nuch  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  oo  ail  ships 
ind  vessels  in  the  ports  and  bartiora  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  of  the  several  acts  supplementary 
hereto^  as  compels  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of 
:he  United  Slates,  hound  to  another  poit  of  the 
'aid  Stales,  or  vessels  licensed  for  the  coastine 
trade,  or  boats,  either  not  masted  or  not  decked, 

0  give  bond,  and  to  load,  under  the  inspection  of 

1  revenue  officer,  or  renders  them  liable  to  deten- 
ioo.  merely  oq  account  of  the  nature  of  their 
;argo,  (such  provisions  excepted  as  relate  to  col- 
ection  districts  adjacent  to  the  territories,  colo- 
lies  or  provinces  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  to  ves- 
icls  belonging  or  bound  to  such  districts)  he,  and 
he  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  from  and  after  the 
iflcenlh  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
Ired  and  nine :  Provided,  hovever.  That  all  pen- 
ilties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously incurred  by  any  of  the  said  acts,  or  which 
nay  hereafter  be  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  said 
icts,  on  account  of  any  iofraction  of  so  much  of 
be  said  acts  as  is  not  repealed  by  this  act,  shall 
le  recovered  and  distributed  in  like  manner  as  if 
he  same  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

^  Sec.  15.  And  beitjurtker  enacted  That  du- 
ing  the  continuance  of  so  much  of  tne  act  lay- 
Qg  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
]Orts  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
he  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  as  is  not 
vpealed  by  this  act,  no  vessel  owned  by  citizens 
>r the  United  Stales,  bound  to  another  port  of  the 
iaid  Slates,  or  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade,  shall 
)e  allowed  to  depart  from  any  port  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  shall  receive  a  clearance,  nor  shall  it  be 
awful  to  put  on  board  any  such  vessel  any  ypecie, 
ii  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  unless  a  permit 
ihall  have  been  previously  obtained  from  the 
proper  collector,  or  from  a  revenue  officer,  author- 
ized by  the  colleetor  to  grant  such  permits ;  nor 
unless  the  owner,  consignee,  agent,  or  factor,shall, 
nrith  the  master,  give  bond,  with  oue  or  more  sure- 
lies,  to  the  Uoiied  Slates,  in  a  sum  double  the 
ralue  of  the  vessel  mi  cargo,  that  the  vessel  shall 
lot  proceed  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  thai 
lie  cargo  shall  be  relanded  in  some  port  of  the 
United  States:  l^oided,  That  it  ahall  be  lawful 
ind  sufficient  in  the  case  of  any  such  vessel, 
(vhose  employment  has  been  uniformly  confined 
:o  rivers,  bays, and  sounds,  within  ihejurisdiction 
}f  the  United  States,  to  give  bond,  in  an  amount 
squal  lo  one  hundred  and  Gfty  dollars,  for  each 
ion  of  sail]  vessel,  with  condition  that  such  vessel 
iball  not,  during  the  time  limited  in  the  condition 
sf  the  bond,  proceed  lo  any  foreign  port  or  pUce, 
ar  put  any  article  on  boartl  of  any  other  vessel,  or 
be  employed  fn  any  foreign  trade. 


Sec.  16.  And  be  UfyrAer  enacted.  That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  so 
much  of  the  act  laying  aa  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  of  the  several  acts  supplementarf 
thereto,  as  is  not  repealed  by  this  act,  depart  from 
any  port  of  the  United  S^''^*  ^''bout  a  clearaae* 
or  permit,  or  having  given  bond  lathe  maaoer 
provided  by  law,  such  ship  or  vessel,  together 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited ;  and  the 
owner  orawoers,  agent,  freighter,  or  factors,  mas- 
ter,  or  commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall. 
moreover,  severally  forfeit,  and  pay  a  lum  equal  , 
to  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  of  the  cargo 
put  on  board  the  same. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  ii further  enacted.  That  the 
act  to  prohibit  the  imporiatioo  oi  ceriaia  good*, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  pasaed  the  eighteenth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sis, 
.and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  the  said 
twentieth  dav  of  May  next :  Provided,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  liball  have  been 
previously  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  said  acts, 
shall  be  recovered  and  distributed  in  like  manaer, 
as  if  the  said  acts  had  continued  in  full  force  and 

Sec.  18.  And  be  Ufurther  enacted',  That  all . 
penalties  and  forfeitures  arising  under,  or  iocar- 
ted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  sued  for,  proM- 
cu tea  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  action 
of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  Uaited  States  of  Amer- 
ica, or  by  indictment  or  information,  in  any  eoatt 
having  competent  jurisdiction  to  try  the  same; 
and  sBall  be  distributed  and  accounted  for  in 
the  manner  pre^rib^d  by  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  passed  the  second  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seveD  hundred  and  Dinety-aine; 
and  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  may  be  exam- 
ined, miilgaied,  or  remitted,  in  like  manner,  and 
under  thelike  cndilions, regulations,  and  restric- 
tions, as  are  pre-icribed,  authorized,  and  directed  bf 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to'  provide  fur  mitiga- 
ting or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  dia- 
abilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  men- 
tioned," passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thoa- 
saud  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  made 
perpetual  by  an  act  passed  the  elevenib  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 


of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  do  longerj  . 
and  that  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ship* 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  froia 
and  after  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Cougie**. 
Approved,  March  1,1809. 


An   Act  making  proviafna  (br  tha  farther  ■ 
dalion   of  the  houaehirid  of  the  President  of  (be 
United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  tfc^  That,  afier  the  third  day  of 

March  next,  the  Prelfdent  of  the  United  Stale* 
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be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aulbotized  and  empowered 
to  cause  to  be  «old  :iucb  articles  furoisbed  by  tbe 
Oniled  Stales,  for  tbe  Piesideot'!.  housebold,  as 
may  be  decayed,  out  of  lepair,  oi  unfii  for  u&e ; 
Acd  (bat  the  proceeds  of  such  sate,  and  so  much 
of  a  turn  Dot  exceeding  fDUrleeo  thousand  dollars 
in  addition  iberelo,  out^  any  money  id  the  Trea- 
aury  sol  oiberwise  appropriated, as  the  Fresideui 
of  ihe  United  Slates  may  judge  necessaiy,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for  theaccoinmoda' 
lioD  of  the  household  of  the  FreEideoi,  to  be  laid 
out  aod  expended  for  such  articles  of  furniture  as 
ke  shall  direct. 
ApproTed,  Match  S,  1B09. 


An  Act  tft  edand  th«  time  far  making  pajment  for 
die  public  bnda  of  the  United  StateiL 
Be  it  enacted.  ^.,  That  every  person  who  has 
heretofore  purcnasej  any  of  the  public  lauds  of' 
the  United  Staie!<,  al  any  of  the  land  offices  es- 
ublishcd  for  the  disposal  of  the  said  lands,  whe- 
ther sitcb  purchase  was  made  at  public  or  private 
ule,  (;ales  by  virtue  of  a  pre-emption  right  only 
excepted,)  and  whose  lands  have  not  already  been 
actually  sold  or  reverted  to  the  United  States,  for 
non-pavnient  of  ^arl  of  tbe  parchase  money,  aod 
.(he  lime  for  making  tbe  last  payment  on  account 
of  euch  purchase,  according  to  former  laws,  may 
have  expired,  or  shnll  expire,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  shall  be  allowed  a  fur- 
ther term  of  two  years  for  tbe  payment  of  the 
residue  of  the  principal  due  on  accouut  of  such 

E.rcbase;  which  further  term  of  two  years  shall 
calculated  to  commence  from  the  expiration 
of  one  year  from  and  after  the  day  on  which  the 
'last  payment  on  account  of  such  purchase  should, 
according  to  former  laws,  have  become  diie,  and 
riiall  be  allowed  only  on  the  following  conditions; 
that  ia  to  say:— First,  That  all  the  arrears  of  :' 
terest,  on  the  land  purchased,  to  the  end  of  o 
year  from  and  after  the  day  on  which  the  li 
payment  on  accouniof  soch  purchase  should,  i 
cording  to  former  laws,  bave  become  due,  shall 
have  been  paid  at  or  before  the  end  of  such  year. 
Second,  That  the  lesidue  of  the  sum,  due  on  ae- 
count  of  the  principal  of  fDch  purchase,  shall  be 
paid,  with  interest  thereon,  in  two  equal  annual 
.  payments,  viz :  one  half  of  tbe  said  residue,  with 
the  interest  which  may  then  be  due  thereon, 
Vithin  one  year;  and  the  other  half  of  the  said 
residue,  with  the  interest  which  may  then  be  due 
•  thereon,  wiibio  two  years  after  tbe  expiralion  of 
«fae  fear  from  and  after  Ihe  day  on  which  the 
lut  payment  on  account  of  such  purchase  should. 
according  to  former  laws,  bave  become  due.  Ana 
in  ease  of  failure  in  paying  either  the  arrears  of 
interest  on  each  of  the  two  instalments  of  princi- 
pal,  with  the  accruing  interest,  at  the  lime  and 
times  shove  mentioned,  the  tract  of  land  shall  be 
fi^rthwiih  advertised  and  offered  for  sale,  in  thi 
raanner  and  on  the  terms  and  conditions  nan 
prescribed  for  the  sale  of  lands  purchased  from 
(he  United  States,  and  not  paid  for  within  the 
limited  time;  and  shall  lerett,  in  like  inaaner, 


ihal  oF^sicI 


10  Ihe  United  Slates,  if  the  eudq  dtie,  wilk  in- 
terest, be  not  at  such  sale  bidden  and  paid. 

Approved,  March  2, 1809. 

An  Act  fiuther  to  amend  the  Jndicial  Byatem  (^  tbt 
United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  #c.,  TJiai,  ip  case  of  the  disability 
of  the  district  judge  of  either  of  the  districts  of  ihe 
United  Stales  to  hold  a  district  court,  and  to  per- 
form the  (Juiies  of  bis  office,  and  satistkciory  eri- 
dence  thereof  being  shown  to  the  jui^ticeof  the 
supreme  couK,  altoiied  to  that  circuit  in  whicli 
such  district  court  ought  by  law  to  be  haldeo; 
ication  of  the   district  attorney  or 

_jcb  district  in  writing  lo  the  aH 

of  the  supreme  court,  said  jiislice  of  ihe 
supreme  court  shall  thereupon  issue  bis  order,  in 
tbe  nature  of  a  certiorari,  directed  lo  ihedtikaf 
such  district  court,  requiring  bim  forthwiih  to 
certify  into  the  next  circuit  court,  to  be  hidden 
in  satd  district,  all  actions,  suits,  causes,  pleas, 
or  processes,  civil  or  criminal,  of  what  nature  at 
kind  soever,  that  may  be  depending  in  aid  dis- 
trict court  and  undetermined,  with  all  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  and  all  files  and  papers  reining 
thereto;  which  said  order  shall  be  immediately 
published  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  printed  m 
said  district,  and  at  least  thirty  days  before  ihe 
session  of  such  circuit  court,  and  shall  be  deemed 
a  sufficient  notification  to  all  cooceraed.  And 
the  said  circuit  court  shall  thereapoo  have  the 
same  cognizance  of  all  such  actioas,  suits,  caiusea, 
pleas,  or  processes,  civil  or  criminal,  of  vhai  na- 
ture or  kind  soever,  and  in  tbe  like  manner  aii  the 
district  court  of  satd  district  by  law  might  have, 
or  the  circuit  court,  bad  the  same  been  originallj 
comriienced  therein;  and  shall  proceed  to  bear 
and  determine  the  same  accordingly-,  and  the 
said  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  during  the  eott- 
linuance  of  such  disahilily,  shall  moreover  be  in- 
vested with  aod  exercise  all,  aod  singular,  tbe  pav- 
ers and  authority  vested  by  la.w  in  tbe  jadgeuthe 
district  court  in  said  district.  And  all  bonds  and 
recognisances  taken  for  or  returnable  mtnch  dis- 
trict court  shall  he  construed  and  taken  to  be  to 
the  circuit  court,  lo  be  holden  thereafter,  in  porso- 
ance  of  this  ac^and  shall  have  the  aame  forte 
and  effect  in  such  circuit  court,  aa  they  could 
have  had  in  the  district  court  to  which  they  wn« 
taken :  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  eoa- 
laiued  shall  be  so  coaslrued  as  to  require  of  the 
judse  of  the  supreme  court  within  whose  circna 
sucn  district  may  lie,  to  hold  any  special  coart,at 
court  of  admiralty,  at  any  other  lime  than  tbe 
legal  time  for  holding  tbe  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  and  fur  such  districts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
clerk  of  such  district  court  shall,  durinjt  the  cob- 
linuance  of  the  disability  of  the  district  jndga 
continue  to  certify  as  aforesaid,  alt  suits  or  a^ 
tions  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  which  mi; 
thereafter  be  brought  to  such  district  court,  u^ 
the  same  transmit  to  the  circuit  court  next  ihfre- 
afier  lo  be  holden  in  tbe  same  district;  awftlie 
caid  circuit  court  shall  have  cognizance  of  the 
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aaine  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  provided 
in  this  acl,  and  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  same;  Prmdded  netertheleu,  That 
when  the  disBbilily  of  the  district  judge  shall 
cvise  or  be  removed,  all  suits  or  actions  then 
pending  and  undetermined  in  the  circuit  courl,  in 
which  by  law  the  district  courts  have  an  exclu- 
sive orieina!  cognizance,  shall  be  remanded,  and 
the  clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court  sh.ilt  transmit 
the  same,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  said  court,  with 
all  matters  and  things  relating  thereto,  to  the  dis- 
irici  court  next  thereafter  to  be  holden  in  said 
district,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
therein,  in  said  district  court,  as  would  have  been 
bad  the  same  originated  or  been  continued  in  the 
said  district  coon. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
sf  the  district  judge  in  any  district  being  unable 
to  discharge  his  duties,  as  aforesaid,  the  district 
;!erk  of  such  district,  shall  be  authorized  aod  em- 
(lowered,  bj  leave  or  order  of  the  circuit  judge  of 
ihe  circuit  m  which  such  district  is  included,  to 
:ake,  during  such  disability  of  the  district  judge. 
ill  examinations  and  depositions  of  witnesses,  and 
make  alt  necessary  rules  and  orders,  preparatory 
:o  the  final  hearinf^  of  all  causes  of  admiralty  and 

Approved  March  9,  1S09. 

^n  Act  fbrther  to  amend  the  KTenl  acts  fbt  Ae  es- 
tabliahment  &nd  reguladon  of  the  Treaioi;,  War, 
and  Navy  Dapartmrata. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  all  warrants  drawn  by 
he  Secreiaiy  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  War,  or  of 
he  Navy,  upon  Ihe  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  shall  specify  the  particular  appropriation 
ir  appropriations  to  which  Ihe  same  should  be 
rharged  :  The  moneys  paid  by  virtue  of  such  war- 
ants  shell,  in  conformity  therewith,  be  charged 
o  such  appropriation  or  appropriations,  in  the 
looks  kept  in  thu  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  case  of  warrants  drawn  bv  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  booss  of 
be  Accountants  of  the  War  or  Navy  Department, 
espectively,  in  the  case  of  warrants  drawn  by 
he  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
'favy;  and  the  officers,  agents,  or  other  persons. 
vho  may  be  receivers  of  public  moneys,  shall 
ender  distinct  accounts  of  the  application  of  such 
noneys,  according  to  the  appropriation  or  appro- 
iriations  under  wtiich  the  same  shall  have  been 
:rawn,  aiidlhe  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Navy 
hall,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  each  and 
'Very  year,  severally  report  to  Congress  a  distinct 
ccount  of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  all 
uch  sums  of  money  as  may,  prior  to  the  thirtieth 
lay  of  September  preceding,  have  been  by  them 
espectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  virliie  of 
be  appro priai ion  law  of  the  precedin"-  year,  and 
he  sums  appropriated  by  law  for  each  branch  of 
xpenditure  in  the  several  departments  shall  be 
olely  applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  ate 
espectively  appropriated,  and  to  no  other:  Pro- 


Dd  he  is  hereby  authorizeil,  on  the  application  of 


the  Secretary  of  the  proper  department,  and  not 
otherwise,  to  direct,  if  in  his  opinion  necessary 
for  the  public  service,  that  a  portion  of  the  mon- 
eys appropriated  for  a  particular  branch  of  eX' 
Eenditure  in  that  department,  be  applied  to  another 
ranch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  department, 
in  which  case  a  sper.ia!  account  of  the  monevs 
thus  transferred,  and  of  their  application,  shall  be 
laid  before  Congress  during  the  first  week  of  their 
next  ensuing  session. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
in  every  case  where  in  his  opinion  further  delays 
would  be  injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized,  (o  direct  Ihe  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  and  ihe  Accountaols  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  at  any  time,  forthwith  to  au- 
dit and  settle  any  particular  account  which  the 
said  officers  may  tie  respectively  authorized  to 
audit  and  settle,  and  to  report  sucbsetLlement 
for  his  revision  and  final  decision.  And  the  said 
Comptroller  shall  also  lay  an  annua! 'statement 
before  Congress,  duriiig  the  first  week  of  their 
session,  of  the  accounts  in  the  Treasury,  War,  or 
Navy  Departments,  which  may  have  remained 
more  than  three  years  unsettled,  oi.on  which 
balances  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three 
years,  prior  (o  the  thirtieth  of  September  tt^ 
la^i  past,  together  with  a  sialemeni  of  Ihe  cause* 
which  have  prevented  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts or  the  recovery  of  the  balances  due  to  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  dndbeU JUriherenacted,'1ibat,excla- 
sively  of  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  Pay- 
masters of  Ihe  Army,  Pursers  of  the  Naw,  Mili- 
tary Agents, and  other  officers  already  autKorized 
by  law,  no  other  permanent  agents  shall  heap- 
pointed,  either  for  the  purpose  of  making  coatrActs 
or  for  the  purchase  of  supplies^  or  for  disbprso- 
ment  in  any  other  manner,  of  moneys  for  ih'e 
Military  Establishment,  or  tjf  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  but  such  as  shall  be  appointed  br 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  M' 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate:  Provided,  That 
the  President  mav,  and  tie  is  hereby  authorized, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate^  to  appoint  all  or  any: 
of  such  agents,  which  appointments  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  advice  and  consent,  and  the  PresidenI  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized,  uniilotherwise 
provided  by  law,  lo  fii  the  number  and  compen- 
sations of  such  agents :  Provided,  That  the  com- 
pensation allowed  10  either  shall  not  exceed  one 
8er  centum  on  Ihe  public  moneys  disbursed  by 
im,  nor  in  any  insIaiiGe  iheeompensftiioBSUawT 
ed  by  Uw  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies, 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fuHhtr  enacted,  Tnat  every 
such  Agent  as  may  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  the 
neii  preceding  section,  and  every  Purser  of  the 
Navy,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient 
sureties,  in  ouch  sums  as  the  President  of  the 
Uniied  Stales  may  direct,  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  ;  and  the  Pay- 
masters of  the  Army,  Military  Agents^  the  Pur- 
veyor of  Public  Supplies  the  Pursetsof  the  Navy, 
and  the  Agents  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  preced- 
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IDE  sectioD,  shall,  vheneTer  ptauliesbls,  keep  ibe 
public  moneys  in  their  hands,  in  EOme  iDcorpi>- 
taled  bank,  to  be  designated  for  [be  purpose  by  (he 
PiesiileDl  of  the  UaKed  Stales,  and  shall  make 
moniblyTeiurnSjiosucb  form  as  may  be  preecribed 
by  the  TreHfUry  Deparlmeot,  of  the  moneys  re- 
ceived and  expended  during  ibe  prccedins  month, 
and  of  the  uneipended  balance  in  their  nands. 

Sec.  5,  And  be  it  furlher  macUd,  That  all 
purchases  and  conirscts  for  supplies  or  services 
which  are  or  may,  according  to  law,  be  made  by 
or  under  the  direction  of  either  (he  Secretary  of 
the  Treasuty,  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  (he  Navy,  shall  be  made  either  by  open 
purchase,  or  by  previously  adverlisiog  for  pro- 
posals respecting  (he  same:  And  an  annuHl  state- 
ment of  all  iuch  conlracIsanJ  purchases,  and  also 
of  Ibe  eipendilure  af  the  moneys  appropriated 
for  (he  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military  Es- 
lablisbmenl,  for  ibe  contingenl  experises  of  (he 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  discharge  of 
miscellaneous  claims  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  paid  at  the  Treasury,  shall  be  laid  before 
CoDgreas  at  the  beginning  of  each  year,  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  proper  departini  -  ■ 

Approved,  March  3, 1809, 

An  Act  making  a  Atriber  approtvii 

pleling  the  two  wing;!  of  the  Cgipitol,  at  the  City  of 

WuhiDgton,  lod  An  other  pu/posea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  following  sums  of 
money  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
to  be  applied  under  the  direclioa  of  the  President 
of  tbe  United  Stales,  (hat  Is  to  say  : 

For  improvements  and  repairs  of  the  House  of 
Bepreseniaiives,  fix  thousand  dollars: 

For  completing  the  work  in  the  iplerior  of  the 
north  wing,  comprising  the  Senate  Chamber. 
Cotfrt  Room,  &c.,  twenty  thousand   dollars. 

For  completing  (he  s(airca5e,  and  providing 
temporary  and  adequate  accommodations  for  the 
Library,  in  the  room  now  used  for  that  purpose, 
aod  in  the  one  in  which  the  Senate  now  sit,  five 
lliouEand  dollars: 

For  improvements  end  repairs  of  the  Presi- 
dent's bouse  and  square,  including  a  carriage 
house,  (welve  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  Tbit  Ibi 


,s  of  money  hereby  appropriated  ahall 
I  of  any  mo 
otherwise  appnipriated. 


,     .  proptii 
be  Qaid  out  of  any  money  in  (he  Treasury,  i 
otherwise  appnipriated. 
Approvetl,  Match  3. 180S. 

Ab  Act  inpplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  amend  the  ijiuter  of  Georgetown." 
Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  (he  following  shall, 
mad  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  limits  of  Qeorge- 
toWD,  in  the  Dis(ric(  of  Columbia,  any  law  or 
regulation  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  that 
ia  to  say:  begioniog  in  tbe  middle  of  College 
atreet,  as  laid  down  and  designated  in  Fenwick's 
map  of  the  said  town,  at  or  near  lo  tbe  bank  of  the 
rirer  Potomac ;  thence,  by  a  straight  line  drawn 
■oitheinly  through  the  middle  of  said  street,  to  the 


middle  of  First  street ;  thenee  b»  ■  lin.  j- 
through  the  middle  of  Fif,t«,eln,,i 
tecily  opposite  to  the  iern.ioaiio„  rf  i^,*;^^ 
line  of  the  lots  now  endoied  is  ilis,,j^"J 

the  College  i, hence  nor.her.lrb,i;:U; 
line  of  said  enclosure  as  far  as  At  umtenwi. 
'^■^m'^^^"  'T^  lO'ltemlydirMiiojio^' 
middle  of  Fourth  street ;  thence  winiii,  hi 
line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  FMntsMiB 
apoint  at  the  distance  of  one  hundrtduJimi, 
feet  westward  from  the  west  aideof FiyelltjjM- 
thence  northernly  by  a  line  drawn pinllelmp,,! 
etlestfeet,at  the  said  distance  of  one  hiadtijjj 
twenty  feet  westward  from  thewnlti^ihtmf, 
until  It  intersects  a  boundaiflineofBaiiyud 
Hawkins's  addition  loGeorgeiowEiiiWanra. 
wardly  by  said  boundary  lineMfiruiniiai- 
thence  by  tbe  courses  and  diiUncatlilEXT! 
!  other  boundary  lines  of  Beaiif  ulHu^i 


idditi 


aforesaid,  that  is  t 


aj:  iBiiiiJij. 


northwardly,  eastwardly,  and  touiiifullr,u| 
point  opposi(e  (o  (he  middleof  R(nliina,ul 
opposite  or  neatly  opposite  in  iht  lidillt  j( 
Eighth  street;  Ihenceeastwirdijrbfijjitdnn 
through  the  middle  of  Roid  sifhi,  k  u  iew 
runs,  and  as  far  as  it  extends;  ihenn  aitntdl| 
by  a  line  drawn  parallel  to  B)cksi[Ef(,)idtM- 
tiDued  in  the  same  directioa  to  tbt  niMeci 
Rock  creek  ;  thence  by  the  middltaf  ihcan 
creek,  and  tbe  middle  of  FotamuiJTer.uiiMiiii 
directly  opposite  to  the  middle  of  Collf^iueei, 
aforesaid  :  thence  (o  the  plact  tUffttii^. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  furlher  eudrd,  1\i\  tki 
Corporation  of  Georgetowa  k,  tsd  liitr  in 
hereby,  authorized  ana  dirteied  tucauuiciu- 
ple(e  and  accura(e  survey  to  be  tult  i!  <k 
said  town,  agreeably  to  (he  conrsniiullinuipf  ' 
scribed  in  the  preceding  sectioQ  cl  dusicLiid 
to  establish  and  fix,  from  time  lctiin(,p(nEiiW 
boundaries  ai  such  nlace^ai  theymijdniiH' 
cessary  and  proper  for  perpeiuiuiigliikiudi- 
ries  of  the  said  town,  aud  after  sii^iiiti(F>^ 
have  been  so  made,  and  appIOTellbJlt!C«po^ 
atioD.  the  same  shall  ha  admitted  to  ncniutlK 
clerk's  office  for  the  county  of  ffishiijuii"'* 
District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  3.  iidfie  ii/urt&Jrenoded,  Tliiill* 
rights,  powers  and  privileges  hfreKifQrtr"^' 
to  the  said  Corporaiion  by  the  QencnlAsoiiJr 
of  Maryland,  and  by  the  acl  lo  whist  uiii^i 
supplement,  and  which  areatihii  timcrliin 
and  exercised  by  theio,  shall  be  tad  itiiiui= 
full  force  and  eOect,  and  may  and  sh^lbcaa- 
cised  and  eojoyed  by  then  wiikia  iImIkw 
and  limits  set  forth  and  described  ia  ibe^<^ 
tion  of  this  act. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  U  further  etuuttd,  Tbina 
said' corporation  shall  haie  power  lohtw- 
open,  extend,  and  regulate  streels,  Itiirs,i°ii 
leys,  within  ihe  limits  of  the  towOiM  W«"-* 
scribed,  under  the  following  regulations^  il""' 
say:  the  mayor  of  tbe  town  shall  lummoDi*' 
freeholders,  inhabitants  of  the  iowii,Diii*lir^^ 
interested  tn  the  premises,  who,  being fitst"' 
(0  assess  and  value  what  damagts  would  »*" 
(ained  by  any  peiion  or  percoas  by  lewa"' 
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opeoiog  or  exieoiiag  any  Btieci,  lane,  or  alley, 
(lakiag  all  beneGti  and  iacoavenieaces  iaio  cod- 
lideratioD,)  shall  proceed  to  Buesi  wbac  damages 
would  be  sustained  by  any  person  oi  persons 
wbomsoever,  by  reason  of  sucb  opening  or  eiien- 
■ion  of  the  strey,  and  shall  also  declare  to  what 
amount  in  money  each  indiTidaai  benefited  ihei  e- 
by  shall  contribute  aad  pay  towards  compensBi- 
iog  the  person  or  persons  injured  by  reason  of 
such  opening  and  extension:  and  tbe  names  of 
the  person  or  persons  so  benefited,  and  the  sums 
which  they  shall  respectlveiy  be  obliged  to  pay, 
■hall  be  returned  under  their  hands  and  seals  to 
the  clerk  of  the  corporation,  to  be  filed  and  kept 
in  bis  u£Gce;  and  the  person  or  persons  benefited 
by  opening  or  extruding  any  street,  and  assessed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  respectively  pay  the  sums  of 
money  so  charged  and  assessed  to  ihem,  with  in- 
teresi  thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, from  the  time  limited  for  the  pnf  meni  there- 
of, until  paid;  and  the  sums  of  money  assessed 
and  charged  iu  manner  aforesaid  to  each  individ- 
ual benefited  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  a  lien 
upon  and  bind  alt  tbe  property  so  benefited,  to  the 
full  amount  thereof  1  Prooidtd  alvxtj/*,  Tnst  no 
•treel,  laoe,  or  alley,  shall  be  laid  out,  opened,  or 
leaded,  until  the  damages  assessed  to  individ- 


noihingin  tbiiBctcoolaiQed  shall  be  so  construed 
or  understood  as  to  authorize  the  Corporation  of 
Georgetown  to  locate,  lay  out,  or  open  any  street, 
lane,  alley,  or  other  way,  through  any  of  the 
squares  or  lots  siinated  in  tbat  part  of  Thomas 
ileall'i  second  addition  to  Oeorgeiown,  which 
lies  north  of  Back  street,  without  tbe  consent 
and  permission  of  the  owner  or  proprietor  of 
such  square  or  lot.  first  had  and  obtained  in  writ' 
ing,  which  coasenl  and  permission  shall  be  ac- 
knowledged in  the  preseDce  of,  and  sucb  acknowl- 
edgment certified  by  the  mayor  of  the  town  afore- 
said, or  some  jnsiice  of  (he  peace  for  the  county 
of  Washington. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  JuiUwr  taacUd,  That  the 
Kecorder  of  the  Corporation  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  declared  to  be,  a  member  of  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoerer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1809. 

Aa  Act  to  suthorizB  the  making  of  a  tnmjpike  road 
Irom  Mason's  Caosenaj  to  Alexandria. 
Be  U  enacted,  «c.,  That  Jobn  Mason,  Davi<l 
Wiley,  Henry  Foxall,  John  Cox,  and  John  W. 
Brooaugh,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and 
constituted  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  a  majority 
of  whom  to  constitute  a  quorum,  with  full  power 
to  receive  and  enter  in  such  book  or  books  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  by  themselves  or  by  their 
agents,  subscriptions  for  raising  a  capital  stock  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  gravel- 
ling, and  imprOTJng,  a  road  from  the  west  end  of 
Mason's  causeway  to  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  the  times,  placea,  and  manner  of  re- 
eeiviog  and  aniering  saouriptioaa,  ud  tbe  man- 


ner of  aathentieatin^  powers  of  attorney,  or  other 
instruments  of  wriiing  authorizing  subscriptions 
to  he  made  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  the  name- 
of  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  be  ascertatnaii 
by  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  duly  adver- 
tised in  such  gazettes  or  public  priots  as  they 
may  deem  expedient:  Provided,  That  the  books- 
for  receiving  and  entering  subscriptions  shall  b» 
opened  on  or  before  tbe  first  day  of  May  next, 
and  that  no  subscription  shall  be  received  unless 
the  i>um  of  ten  dollars  be  first  paid  into  the  hands 
of  such  agent  or  other  person  as  uid  Commis- 
sioners may  authorize  to  receive  it. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  number  of  persons  shall  have  subscribed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  shares,  or  more,  of  the  said 
Slock,  the  said  Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  may,  and,  when  the  whole  number  of  shares 
aforesaiJ  shall  be  subscribed,  shall  give  notice,  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, of  a.  time  and  place  to  be  by  tbem  ap- 
pointed for  the  subscribers  to  proceed  to  organixe 
the  said  corporaitoD,  at  which  time  and  plade  the 
said  subseitbers,  by  a  majority  of  voles,  to  be  de- 
livered by  ballots  in  person,  or  by  proxy  duly 
anthorized,  shall  elect  one  president  and  four 
directors,  to  conduct  the  business  of  said  com- 
pany for  one  year,  and  until  other  sucb  officers 
sball  be  chosen  in  their  place,  and  raajr  make  sucit 
rules,  orders,  and  r^aJatioos,  not  inconsistent 
wiib  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  as  sball  be  necessary  for  the  well-being  of 
the  afiairs  of  icaid  company:  Prveided,  alwayt, 
That  no  stockholder  shall,  in  person  or  by  proxy, 
have  more  than  ten  voles  at  any  election,  or  in 
delerminingany  question  arisingat  such  meeiing, 
whatever  number  of  shares  he  or  she  may  hold ; 
and  each  stockholder,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  vote  for  every  share  by  him  or 
her  held  under  said  number ;  and  all  persons  who 
may  then  be,  or  thereafter  may  become,  the  ac- 
tual holders  or  proprietors  of  shares  in  the  said 
capital  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for  the  same, 
or  as  the  legal  representatives,  successors,  or  as- 
signees, of  such  subscribers,  shall  become  one 
body  politic  and  corporale,  in  deed  and  in  law, 
by  the  name  and  style  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  tbe  Qeorgetown  and  Alexan- 
dria Turnpike  Road,  and  by  tbe  said  name  shall 
have  perpetual  succession,  and  all  the  privileges 
incident  to  a  corporation,  and  shall  be  capable  of 
taking  and  boidiog  their  said  capital  slock,  and 
the  increase  and  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging 
the  same  by  new  subscriptions,  if  such  enlarge- 
ment shall  be  found  necessary,  to  fulfil  the  intent 
of  this  act,  and  of  purchasing,  taking,  and  hold- 
ing, to  ihera,  and  their  successors,  anif  assigns,  in 
fee-simple,  or  for  any  lesser  estate,  all  sucb  lands. 
tenements,  herediiamenls,  and  estate,  real  and 
personal,  as  shall  be  necessary  or  useful  to  them 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  works,  and  of  suing 
and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common  ital,  iha 
same  breaking  and  altering  at  pleasure,  and  of 
,  doin^  alt  and  every  other  matter  and  thing  con- 
loerning  ibesubjeol  aforesaid,  which  a  corporation 
or  body  politio  may  lawfully  do. 
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Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  maeted,  Thml  ihe 
"raid  caiDpaof  ihall  meet  on  the  first  Mondar  io 
Pebnarj,  in  CTer;  yen,  ■!  sneb  pUce  ■■  shall  be 
flied  by  their  by-laws,  for  the  porpoae  of  cbooa 
JDgf  SDcK  officeri  at  aforesaid  for  the  easuing  year 
in  manner  aforesaid,  aod  at  such  other  limus  a 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  Ihi 
preoident  and  direciure  shall   procure  primed  cer 
tifleales  for  all  ihe  shares  of  (aid  stocV,  and  shall 
deliver  odc  such  eerilGcaie,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, to  each  person  for  every  share  by  biro  or 
hrr  subscribed  and  held,  which  ceriificate  shall  be 
traosferable  at  bin  or  her  pleasure,  in  person, 
by  attorney,  in  the  preunce  of  the  president 
treasurer,  subject  bowevpr  to  all  payments  due, 
to  grow  due  thereupon;  and  the  assignee  holding 
aucD  certificate,  haring  caused  the  assignment  to 
be  entered  in  a  book  of  the  company,  to  be  kepi 
for  that  purpose,  Hhall  be  a  member  of  said  com- 

Eny,  and  for  every  certificate  by  him  held,  shall 
entitled  to  one  share  in  the  capital  stock  and 
estate  of  said  company  j  and  if  any  stockholder, 
after  thirty  days'  notice  In  a  publie  paper  printed 
in  each  of  the  towns  of  Alexandria  and  George- 
town, of  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the 
payment  of  any  pottion  or  dlTidend  of  the  sum 
■tibseribed  in  said  slock,  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
aame  for  the  space  of  thirty  daya  after  the  lime 
•o  appointed,  the  share  or  shares  on  which  such 
delioqueacy  has  taken  place  shall  be  forfeited  to 
the  Mid  company,  and  may  be  sold  by  them  to 
•ny  person,  or  peraoos,  willing  to  purchase,  for 
such  price  as  can  he  obtained,  and  in  case  such 
•hare  or  absrea  should  not,  on  a  sale  so  to  t 

Sroduee  a  net  sum  equal  to  the  portion 
ends  then  remaining  to  be  paid  there 
deficiency  may  be  recorered  of^the  person 
sons,  ao  failing  (o  pay,  by  warrant  from  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  if  the  amount  shall  not  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  and  if  the  sum  so  due  shall  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  the  same  may  be  recovered  by 
moiion,  in  the  name  of  the  said  company,  on  ten 
days'  notice,  in  anv  court  of  record  in  the  county 
or  district  where  the  debtor  may  be  found ;  and 
in  ill  hucb  warrants  and  motions  the  certificate  of 
the  clerk  or  recording  officer  of  the  said  com- 
pany shall  be  cooclusive  evidence  of  the  defend- 
anl'ii  being  a  member  of  the  eoropany,  and  prima 
facie  evidence  of  the  amount  due  on  the  share  or 
shares  held  by  such  defendant. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
■aid  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
timet  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  for  Iran- 
aacting  their  business;  at  which  meetings  any 
three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in  the 
■bsence  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chairman, 
and  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  iraDsaciioos, 
ftirly  entered  io  a  book;  and  a  quorum  being 
met,  they  shall  hare  full  power  and  authority  to 

aipoint  a  treasurer,  and  agree  with  and  appoint 
I  such  surveyors,  isteadants,  artists,  or  oiket 


ttgenia,  as  they  shall  judga  Beeessarr  to  carry  on 
the  intended  works,  and  to  fix  ibeir  salarit^ 
wage*,  or  compeDsaiioo ;  to  direct  and  order  the 
times.  tDanner,  and  proporliona,  when  and  in 
which  (he  •loekholders  shall  pay  money*  due  on 
their  respective  shares;  to  dr«v  orders  oo  Ihe 
treasurer  for  all  mooeys  due  from  the  said  com- 
pany, and  generally  lo  do  and  traoaaci  all  such 
other  matters,  acts,  and  ihings,  as  by  the  bylaws, 
rules,  and  regulations,  of  said  company,  shall  be 
required  or  permitted. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  fwHuT  enacUd,  That  (he 
said  president  and  directors  shall  c«Qse  to  be  sdi^ 
veyed,  laid  down,  ascertained  and  filed,  the  laid 
turnpike  road,  from  ibe  west  end  of  Masoo'i 
causeway,  and  passing  near  to  the  head  of  the 
tidewater  of  Pour  Mile  Rnn,  at  a  place  cai/ed 
Adam's  Mill,  and  thence  Io  the  tiiDiti  of  Alexan- 
dria. Jn  such  route  or  track  fir  ibe  sane,  as  in 
the  oesi  of  their  judgment  and  skill  will  comUiw 
shortness  of  distance  with  Ibe  most  eonvenieat 
ground,  and  ihe  smallest  expenditure  of  money; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  presi- 
dent aud  directors,  their  surveyor*  and  ageaii,  to 
enter  upon  all  and  every  the  lands  and  enclosnret 
in,  through,  and  over  which  the  said  imapike 


■nd  the  quarries  and  beds  of  stone,  and  gnrel, 
and  other  materials  in  the  viciaiiy,  thai  will  be 
useful  in  makiug-ihe  said  road:  Priftided,  Thai 
the  said  road  shall  not  be  so  laid  out  a*  to  inter- 
sect the  road  laid  out  and  estaUiihed  by  the 
Washington  and  Alexandria  larapike  company, 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  company. 

Sec.  7.  Andbeitfiirlhereiiaeied,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  fot  the  presideni  aad 
directors,  by  aad  wiih  their  snperiatendeDts,  art- 
ists and  laborers,  with  llieir  tools  and  inslmmentt, 
with  carts,  wagons,  and  other  carriage*,  and 
beasts  of  draught  or  burden,  Io  enter  upos  the  lands 
in,  over,  or  near  to  which  the  route  or  itact  of  ihe 
said  intended  road  shall  pass,  first  giving  notice 
of  their  inteniion  to  the  owners  thereof,  or  their 
representatives,  and  doing  as  little  dataage  there- 
to as  possible,  and  repairing  any  breaches  they 
may  make  in  the  enclosures  thereof,  aud  making 
amends  for  any  damages  thai  may.  be  do«e,  by  a 
reasonable  agreement,  if  they  can  agree;  bat  if 
they  cannot  agree,  then  by  appraisement,  to  be 
made  upon  oain  ur  ifflrmaiion,  by  three  iodiSer- 
enl  freeholders,  or  any  two  oflhem  agreeing,  to 
be  mutually  chosen,  or  if  they  caanol  agree  la  a 
choice,  or  if  (he  owners  tipon  due  notice  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  join  in  the  choice,  then  to  be 
appointed  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  of  ibe  District  of  Columbia ;  «iid,  having 
lendered  the  appraised  value  so  a*  aforesaid  to  be 
made,  it  shall  be  lawful  (o  cut,  dig,  uke.  and 
carry  away  any  logs,  stone,  gravel,  saod,  or  earth, 
most  conveniently  situate  for  making  or  repair- 
ing said  road ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  president  and  directors,  or  a  majoriiy  cf 
them,  to  agree  with  the  owners  of  any  ground  m 
he  occupied  by  the  road,  and  Ihe  neeesiary  wH- 
booses,  and  gales,  for  the  right  tbeecof;  aad  u 
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«ue  of  disa^rement,  or  in  ease  ifae  owner  thereof 
■hall  be  a  feme  ecreit,  UDder  age,  hod  compos,  or 
out  of  the  disttict,  on  application  to  one  of  tbe 
judges  of  the  said  circuit  court,  the  said  judge 
fhaU  issue  a  warrant,  directed  to  the  marshal  of 
tbe  district,  to  siinamon  a  jurf  of  tweolv-four  in- 
habitaolsoi  tbe  Dintiict  ol  Columbia,  or  piopertjr 
«Bd  reputation,  not  related  lo  the  parties,  nor  in 
aov  manner  interested,  to  meet  on  ibe  land  to  be 
Tafued,  at  a  day  to  be  expressed  iii  ihe  warrant, 
not  less  that]  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty,  there- 
after; and  the  marshal,  apon  receiving  the  said 
warrant,  shall  forihwilh  EUmnion  the  said  jury, 
and  when  met,  provided  there  be  not  less  than 
twelve,  shall  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  to 
«very  juryman  that  shall  appear,  that  he  shall 
faithfully,  justly,  and  impartially,  value  the  lands 
and  all  damages  the  owner  thereof  shall  sustain, 
by  opening  the  road  through  such  land,  according 
to  the  best  of  bis  skill  and  judgmeuL  and  that  the 
inquisition  thereupon  taken,  shall  be  signed  by 
tbe  marshal  and  by  the  jurymen  preKent,  and  re- 
torned  by  tbe  marshal  to  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
to  he  by  bim  recorded;  and  upon  every  such 
valoation,  the  jury  is  hereby  directed  to  describe 
and  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  land  by  them 
valued;  and  (heir  valuation  shall  be  conclasiv 
npott  all  persons,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  presj 
dent  and  directors  to  the  owner  of  the  land  or  his 
«r  her  legal  representative,  and  on  payment  there- 
of, said  land  shall  be  taken  and  occupied  for  a 
jmblic  road  and  for  the  necessary  toll-bouses  and 
gales,  forever.  The  said  president  and  directors 
ahait  cause  ihenid  road  to  be  laid  out,  not  exceed- 
ing eighty  feet  in  width,  twenty-foui  feet  whereof 
in  breadth,  at  least,  shall  be  made  an  artifii '  ' 
road  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard  substance, 
anfficient  deptb  or  thickness  to  secure  a  solid  and 
firm  roadjWith  a  surface  as  eveo  as  tbe  materiab 
will  admit,  and  so  nearly  level  as  that  it  shall  it 
no  place  rise  or  fall  more  than  an  angle  of  four 
-degrees  with  a  horizontal  line ;  and  the  said  road 
shall  forever  hereafter  be  maintained  and  kept  in 

food  and  perfect  repair;  and  wheresoever  any 
Kdge  over  any  part  of  the  said  toad  shall  be 
deemed  necessary,  tbe  same  shall  he  built  of  sound 
and  suitable  materials. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  so 
soon  as  the  president  and  directors  shall  bave 
perfected  the  said  road  from  the  west  end  of 
Mason's  causeway  to  Alezandila,  and  in  the 
route  aforesaid,  they  abali  give  public  notice 
thereof  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  ii  snail  be  lawful  for  them 
theresfler  lo  erect  and  fii  such  and  so  many 
gates  or  turnpikes,  not  exceeding  three,  upon  and 
across  the  said  road,  as  shall  he  necessary  and 
sufficient  to  collect  the  lolls  hereinafter  granted 
to  the  said  company,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
tbem  to  appoiot  sucn,  aad  so  many  toll-gaiheren 
sa  they  shall  deem  necessary  lo  collect  and  re- 
ceive, of  and  from  all  and  every  person  and  per- 
sona using  the  said  road,  the  tolls  and  rales  here- 
iuafier  meulioned,  .and  to  stop  any  person  or 
pereonS)  riding,  leading,  or  driving  any  horses, 
matesj  cattle,  hogs,  sIm«p,  stitkey,  chair,  chaise, 


pbaloD,  chariot,  coacb.  cart,  wagon,  sleigb,  sled, 
or  any  carriage  of  burden  or  pleasure,  from  pass- 
ing through  the  said  gales,  until  the  said  tolls 
shall  be  paid,  (bat  is  to  say:  for  the  whole  distance 
in  length  of  said  road,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
any  Ipsser  distance,  viz:  for  every  score  of  sheep, 
eight  cents ;  for  every  score  oP  hogs,  eight  cents ; 
for  every  score  of  cattle,  sixteen  cents;  for  every 
horse  or  mule  with  or  without  a,  rider,  four  centa; 
for  every  sulkey,  chair,  chaise,  or  carriage  of 
pleasure,  with  two  wheels  and  one  horse,  eigbl 
cents;  for  every  coach,  cbariot,  slage-wagon, 
coacbee,  pbaton,  or  chaise,  with  four  wheels  aod 
two  horses,  sixteen  cents;  for  any  carriage  lasti 
[Qcntioaed  with  four  horses,  twenty  cents;  for. 
every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  whatever 
name  it  may  go,  the  like  sums,  according  to  the 
number  of  wheels  and  horses  in  proportion  afore- 
said;  for  every  sled  or  sleifhused  be  a  carriage  of 
pleasure,  six  ceo isforeaebhorsedrawinglbesame} 
for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  bur- 
den, four  cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same; 
for  every  can  or  wagon  whose  wheels  do  not 
exceed  four  inches  in  breadth,  five  cents  for  each 
horse  drawing  the  name;  for  every  cart  or  wag- 
on whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth  four 
inches,  aod  not  exoecd  seven  inches,  three  cents 
for  every  horse  drawing  the  s&me ;  for  every  cart 
or  wagon,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shtU  be 
more  than  seven  inches,  and  not  more  tban  leo 
inches,  two  cents  for  ereiy  horse  drawing  the 
same;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  the  breadih  of 
wbos«  wheels  shall  be  more  loan  ten  inches,  and 
not  exceed  twelve  inches,  one  and  a  half  cents 
for  every  borse  drawing  the  same;  and  that  alt 
riuch  carriages  as  aforesaid,  to  be  drawn  by  oxen 
in  the  whole  or  partly  by  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn 
by  mules  in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  esti- 
mated as  equal  to  one  horse  in  charging  all  the 
aforesaid  lolls,  and  every  mule  as  equal  lo  one 
horse:  Pnwided,-  That  no  turnpike  Rate  shall  be 
erected  wiibtQ  one  m^e  of  ibe  line  of  the  town  of 
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9.  Andbeiijvrtheret ,  _ 

be  lawful  for  ihe  said  president  and  directors,  by 
their  bylaws,  to  make  any  rnle  or  regulation  re- 
specting the  burdens  on  carriages  to  be  drawQ 
over  (he  said  road,  which  shall  be  deeiaed  rea- 
sonable aod  proper,  and  from  time  to  time  to  alter 
the  same ;  and  tbe  said  president  and  directon 
shall  cause  mile  stones  to  be  placed  on  the  side  of 
said  road,  noting  the  distance  from  the  ooTth. 
bonods  of  Alexandria,  and  at  every  gala  or  turn- 

tike  shall  cauEC  the  distance  from  the  north 
Dunds  of  Alexandria,  and  the  distance  from  the 
west  end  of  Mason's  causeway,  to  be  marked  Id 
legible  characters  on  some  conspicuous  part  of 
said  gale ;  and  shall  cause,  also,  to  he  affixed  at 
such  places  a  printed  list  of  the  lolls,  which  may 
be  demanded  of  those  using  the  said  road;  and 
for  every  day  the  same  shall  be  necleeied,  they 
shall  forfeit  aod  pay  one  dollar,  to  be  recovered 
by  warrant,  by  aoy  person  wbo  shall  sue  for  the 
same;  all  wagoners  and  drivers  of  all  kinds, 
whether  of  burden  or  pleosure,  using  tbe  aaid 
ifaall,  except  when  pasriog  by  another  car- 
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Tik^eorflonerdraD^btgoin^iatheMmtdirKtioD, 
keep  ibeir  horses  and  carriage  on  the  righi  hand 
fide  ofibc  said  road,  leaving  the  other  side  of 
the  Toad  clear  and  iree  for  other  carriage!  to  jiats 
and  repasi;  and  if  anv  driver  ehall  offend  against 
this  provision,  he  thalt  forfeit  and  pajr  two  dpllan 
to  any  person  obsl/ucted  in  his  psnage,  who  shall 
soe  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered,  with  coits,  be- 
fore aajr  justice  of  thspeacf,  in  the  same  manner 
as  imall  debia  are  recoTcrable;  and  moreover, 
aball  be  liable  to  the  partf  injured,  by  suit  at 
common  law,  for  any  special  damage  done. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacltd,  That  the 
president  and  direciora  of  the  laid  company  shall 
leep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  iust  accounts 
of  all  moneys  to  be  ret^eived  by  inem  from  the 
•aid  commissioners,  and  from  the  stockholders,  or 
■ubscriberg  to  the  said  undertaking,  do  account  of 
their  neveral  subscriptions  or  shares,  and  of  all 
moneys  by  them  to  be  expended  in  the  pros«cU' 
tion  of  their  said  work,  and  shall  once,  at  least,  in 
every  year,  submit  such  accounts  to  a  general 
meeting  of  the  stockholders:  nnlil  the  said  road 
ahall  becompleted.  and  until  all  the  costs,  charges, 
and  expenses,  of  effecting  the  same  sbnll  be  fully 
liquidated, paid, and  discharged;  and  if, upon  such 
liquidation,  or  whenever  the  whole  capital  stock 
of  the  said  company  shall  be  nearly  exnended,  ii 
shall  be  found  tnat  the  said  Capital  stock  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  complete  the  said  road,  according 
to  Ihe  [roe  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  stockholders  to  be 
QODven.ed  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
or  their  own  by-laws  and  rules,  to  increase  the 
number  of  shares  to  such  extent  as  shall  be  neces- 
Miy  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  to  demand  and 
receive  ibe  moneys  subscribed  for  socb  shares,  in 
like  manner  and  under  the  like  penalties,  as  are 
hereinbefore  provided  fur  the  original  subscripi 
lioDs,  or  as  shall  be  provided  by  their  by-laws. 

Ssc.  11.  And  be  M  farther  enacted,  That  the 
said  president  and  directocs  shall  also  keep,  or 
cause  to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all  the 
moneys  to  be  received  by  their  several  collectors 
of  tolls  at  the  turnpike  gates  on  the  said  road,  and 
shall  make  and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend  of 
ifae  clear  profits  and  income  thereof,  all  contin- 
gent costs  and  charges  being  first  deducted,  among 
all  the  holders  of  said  stock,  and  shall  pobljih  the 
balf-yeaily  dividend  aforesaid  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  Distiici  of  Columbia,  and  at 
the  lime  and  place  when  and  where  the  same  will 
be  paid,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  ac- 
cord in  gly. 

Seo.  ISi.  Andbeitjvriher tnaeUd,  Thatitshall 
be  the  dut^  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep  the 
said  road  10  good  repair;  and  if,  in  neglect  of 
their  said  duly,  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any 
time  suffer  the  said  road  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as 
to  be  unsafe  or  ineonvenient  for  passengers,  the 
said  corporation  shall  he  liable  to  be  presented  for 
such  neglect  before  aoy  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, and  upon  conviction  thereof,  to  pay  to 
the  United  States  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
aiod  shall  also  be  responsible  for  all  damages  which 


may  be  sasiained  by  any  person  or  peraons  in  con- 
ssqiienceof  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  reeorered  in 
an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case  in  any  coart 
competent  to  try  the  same:  Praoided  aiwqt, 
and  be  itjurtker  enacted,  That  whenever  the  net 
proceeds  of  tolls  collected  on  said  road  shall 
amount  to  a  sum  sufficieat  to  reimburse  the  capi- 
tal, which  shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
said  land  and  making  said  road,  and  twelve  per 
cent,  interest  per  annum  thereon,  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  ia  and 
for  Ibe  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  the  same  shall  became  a  free  road, 
and  toll  shall  be  no  longer  collected  thereon ;  and 
said  company  shall  annually  make  relnrns  to  said 
circuit  court  of  the  araoani  of  tolls  coUecred,Bnd 
of  their  necessary  expenses,  ho  as  to  enable  said 
circuit  court  to  determine  when  said  toll  shall 
cease. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enaeUd,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons,  riding  in,  or  driving  any 
carriage  of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding  or  driving 
any  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
whatever,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
private  gate,  bars  or  fence,  or  over  any  prtrata 
way  or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll-gate  Bn- 
der  any  pretended  privilege  or  exemption,  to 
which  ae  or  she,  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or 
do  any  act  or  thing  with  intent  to  leaseo  or  evade 
the  tolls  for  passing  through  (he  gates  establislied 
under  this  act,  such  person  or  persons,  for  every 
such  offence,  shall  forfeit  to  the  said  pnsident 
and  directors,  not  less  than  three,  oar  more  than 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  jailiec  of 
peace,  with  costs,  io  the  same  mannct  that 
II  debts  are  recoverable:  Promded,  That  it 
1  not  be  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask,  de- 
mand, or  receive  from  or  for  persons  living  on  or 
idjacent  to  the  said  road,  who  may  baveoeea- 
lion  to  past  by  said  road  upon  the  ordinary  bnsi- 
.less  relating  to  their  farms,  so  far  as  the  limits 
of  the  same  may  extend  on  the  road,  who  shall 
not  have  any  other  convenient  road  or  way  by 
which  they  may  pass  from  one  pan  to  another 
part  thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on  or  by  th« 
said  tornpike. 
Approved,  March  3,  1809. 

An  Act  sutluiriiing  an  sugmentatian  of  the  Manns 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  shali  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized to  cause  the  Marine  Corps,  in  tD«  aervice 
of  the  United  Slates,  Io  be  augmented,  by  the 
appoinimenl  and  enlistment  of  uot  exceeding 
one  major,  twq  captains,  two  first  lieutenants, 
one  hundred  and  eighiy-five  corporals,  and  five 
hundred  and  ninety-four  privates,  who  shall  be 
respectively  allowed  the  same  pay,  bounty,  cloth- 
ing, and  rations,  end  shall  be  employed  aoda 
the  same  rules  and  regulations  to  which  the 
said  Marine  Corps  ate,  or  shall  be,  entitled  and 

Sac.  2.  And  be  ii  Jitrlher  enacitd.  That,  froa 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  enlist 


.dbyCoo^le 


1845 


1846 


PubSe  Acta  of  Congrett. 


in  the  said' corps  ihill  be  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  unien  Eooner  discharged,  any  law  10  the 
coDlrary  notwitheiaDdinft- 
Approved,  March  3, 1809. 

An  Act  mpplemeiital  to  the  act,  inUtled  "  An  act  for 
eatabliahing  tradiag-houBoc  with  the  Indian  tribci." 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
forty  ihouiand  dollars,  in  addition  lo  ibe  sum 
beretofure  appropriated  for  ihe  purpose  of  carry' 
ing  on  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indiao  na- 
tions, in  the  maOQcr  prescribed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "Ao  act  for  estnblishinz  tradiag-houses 
vith  the  IniJiaa  tribes."  be, and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  ia  the 
TreftBury  of  the  United  Stales,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacud,  That  the 
sum  of  eight  buodred  dollars  be,  and  ihc  same  is 
hereby,  appiopriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  of  tbe  United  Slates  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, for  an  additional  cierk  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
proviso  to  the  twelfth  section  of  tbe  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  establishitig  tradiog-houses  with  ihe 
Indian  tribes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  4,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thaitheact 
to  which  ibis  la  a  supptemenc,  and  also  ibis  act, 
shall,  from  and  after  tne  twenty-first  day  of  April 
next,  commence  and  be  continued  in  force  for 
and  during  the  term  of  ihree  years,  and  no  longei 
Approved,  March  3,  1809. 


Military  Eitahlnhmsnt,  aod  of  tiio   Navv  of  the 

United  State*,  for  the  year  ona  thotuindeLshthr— 

died  and  nine. 

Be  it  enacteel,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ei- 
pense  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  vear  one  Ihoasand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  for  ifie  Indian  department,  and  for 
the  ezpenie  of  fortifications,  arseoals,  magazines, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
heiehyBrc,TespectivelyappropeiBted,  thalis  tosay: 

For  the  pay  of  Ihe  Army  of  Ihe  United  States, 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  two ' 
dred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  forage,  ■iiiy-four  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  sii    hundred  and  forty- 
ibouHiDd  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  thirty-five  cents. 

For  clothing,   two   hundred  and   ninety-tbi 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  ptemioms,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars. 


.     _U'P»«e,l 

tion,  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 
For  ordnance,  seventy -five  thousand  dollars. 
For  purchasing  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles,  for 

the  light  dragoons,  and  for  the  light  artillery; 


1  hundred  and   twenty 


fifiv-one  thousand  t 
dollars. 

For  forage  for  the  horses  for  the  regiment  of 

light  arlillerv,  ten  thousand  ei^bt  hundred  dollars. 
For    forti^cations,    arsenals,    magazines,   atld 
mories,  two  hundred    and   nineteen   thousand 
and  thirty-four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 
For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ents,  two  thousand  Rve  hundred  dollars. 
For  co'nliogeacies,  fifty  Ibuusand  dollars. 
Fur  the  salary  of  clerks  employed  in  the  mili- 
tary agents'  offices,  and  in  tbe  office  of  inspector 
of  the  army,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  the  Indian  department,  one  hundred  anj 
renly-five  tbousaod  six  hundred  dollars. 
For  Ihe  purpose  of  paying  James  Powell,  late 
Collector  of  Savannah,  the  amount  of  moneys 
dvBoced  by  him  to  Solomon  Ellis,  contractor 
for  supplying  rations  lo  the  troops  of  the  {Joited 
~tates,  in  the  State  of  Gkorgia,  including  a  com- 
lission  of  two  per  centum    to  the  collector, 
twenty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

For  tbe  purpose  of  paying  Ferdinand  Phinizy, 
late  contractor  for  supplying  the  troops  in  Qeor- 

S'a,  a  balance  due  to  him  as  admitted  by  tbe 
omplroller  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  one  thou^nd  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-three  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Navy  of* the  United 
States,  during  the  year  ode  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  the  following  sums,  including 
therein  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
alread)[  appronriaied  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
anthorizing  the  employment  of  an  additional 
naval  force,"  the  following  sums  be^  and  tbe 
same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that 

For  tbe  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  ibe  seamen,  one  million  three  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  and  seventy-seven  dollars. 

For  provisions,  five  hundred  end  sixty-seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

Por  medicines,  instruments,  and  hospital  stores, 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  four  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  freight,  store'  rent,  commissions  to  agents. 
and  other  contingent  eipenses,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  doOars, 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  tbe  Marine  Corps, 
including  provisions  for  those  on  shore,  and  forage 
for  tbe  siaO*,  one  bundred  and  tbiriy-five  thou- 
sand six   hundred  and   forty-seven  dollars  and 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  thirtr-two  tbonsand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  eighty 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
three  bundred  and  flfiy-fuur  dollars. 

For  medicines,  medical  services,  hospital  atorea, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be- 
longing to  theMarine  Corps,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  qQarlermaster's  anil  barrack  mastei's  stores, 
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officer's  travelling  expenses,  armorer'a  and  car- 
penters' bills,  fuel,  premiums  for  enlisting,  musi- 
cal instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Marine  Corps,  fouilecn 
ihousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  Davy  janls,  comprising 
dock  and  other  improvemenls,  nay  of  auperin- 
lendents,  siurebeepers,  clerks,  and  laborers,  silly 
thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  small  arms,  one  hundreil  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  b&  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
serera!  sums  specifically  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasary, 
Dot  Otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1809. 

An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Peniionen. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons,  vhose  claims  hive  been  irant- 
mitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  a  law  passed  the 
tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pen; i oners  of 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  rates,  and  to 
-commence  ai  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is 

Oxford  Tash,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollara  and 
£fYy  cents  per  month,  CO  commence  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  ihousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Hezekiah  Sawtetl,  at  the  tet«  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  monib,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-eightb  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
«ighi  iiunared  and  eight. 

Amos  SpafTord.  at  ibe  rate  of  three  dollar* 
tbirly-tbree  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
comlDeDce  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 

Josiah  T^empte,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifieenib  day  of 
April,  one  ihousand  eight  hundred  and  ei^ht. 

Isaac  Abbott,  at  ilie  rale  of  eight  dollars  per 
monih,  to  commence  on  the  nineteenth  dar  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Thaddeus  Waugb,  at  thelrate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  Ihirty-Gcst  day  of 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Joel  Hinman,  at  the  rale  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

David  Peodleloji,  at  the  rale  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
May,  one  ihousand  eighi  hundred  and  eight, 

Eliplialei  Sherwood,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  MBy,.one  thousaod'eight  bun- 
dled and  eight. 

Daniel  Treadwell,  at  the  rale  of  four  dollars 
pet  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
Hay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Obadiah  Perkins,  at  the  taie  of  eight  dollars 
pet  months,  to  commence  the  eighteenth  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigbL 

John  Daboll,  at  the  rate  of  sixty-two  and  aac- 
bait  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eigh- 


1  tbou^Dd  eight 


i   of  two  dollin 


teenth  day  of  November, 
hundred  and  eight. 

Qideon  Edwards,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Elijah  Sheldon,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  monlh,  to  commence  on  the  nine- 
teenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eieht, 

Nathaniel  Gburch,  at  the 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  t 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Richard  Melleo,  at  the  rate  of  fire  doDaia  per 
month,  to  cotemeoce  on  the  ninth  day  of  Norem- 
ber,  one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  eight. 

Elisha  Prior,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollar*  and 
serenty-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Cramer,  at  the  rale  of  two  dollarsand 
fifty  cents  per  moDth,  lo  commence  on  ihe  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight, 

James  Philips,  at  the  rate  of  two  doQatt  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  nine* 
teenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight. 

John  Walsh,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollarsand  fifty 
cenispermonln,iocommenceon  the  eighth  day  M 
September,  one  ihousand  eight  hundred  and  eigAt. 

Samuel  Lindsley,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy 'fire  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  thirty-first  day  of  October,  one  tkatisand 
eiffht  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Fergus,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commeoce  on  the  twentieth  iby  it 
October,  one  thiiusa&d  eight  hvndred  and  e^bt. 

Jusepn  Elliot,  at  tbe  rate  of  three  dollanand 
thirty-three  and  one-iblrd  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  Apnl,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

James  Correar,  at  the  rale  of  two  dolbn  aad 
fifty  cents  per  monlh,  to  commence  on  the  twca- 
ty-fiftb  day  of  November,  one  tfaoosao'  eigkl 
hundred  and  eight. 

John  Smith,  at  tbe  rate  of  two  dollara  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twen- 
ty-seventh day  of  January,  one  ihousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Joseph  White,  at  ibe  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cenis  per  monlh,  to  commence  m 
the  twHiiy-second  day  of  FebmaTy,Dneilio(uand 
eight  buQdred  and  eight. 

Edward  Tuck,  at  tbe  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  second  day  of  Jana- 
■ry.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Eren  Raglaud,  at  tbe  rale  of  three  doHara  per 
monlh,  to  commence  on  ihe  terenlh  day  of  JaB- 
uary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Crute,  at  ihe  rale  of  ihirteeo  dollara  per 
monib,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
September,  one  ihousand  eight  bDndreaandeigbt- 

William  Svans,  al  the  rate  of  «ight  dollars  per 
monlh,  to  commence  on  ihe  tweniy-firat  day  of 
November,  one  thousandeigbthnndred  aodeight 
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Jokn  Caroilchael,  at  the  raie  or  five  dollars  per 
qioDlti,  to  commeDce  on  (he  first  dar  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  handred  and  eight. 

BeujamiD  Victety,  at  the  rale  of  three  dollars 
per  moDEh,  to  commetice  oa  (he  fourteenth  day 
of  June,  one  thousaod  eight  huodred  and  eight. 

Joshua  HawkiuB,  bI  (be  rite  of  three  dollars 
per  moDth,  toeomnaeuceon  the  iweaiy-Gfih  day 
of  March,  ooe  ihousand  eight  huodred  and  eigbt. 

Joteph  McJunkin,  at  (ha  rate  of  twelre  dollars 
per  moQth,  to  cammeoce  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  October,  one  thousaad  eight  bnudied  and  eighL 

Samuel  Oitereon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
permoatb,  to  commeiiee  on  the  aiith  day  of  Oc- 
tober, oae  ihouEHud  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

William  Carr,  at  the  rate  of  two  dolIart«nd 
&itl  ceola  per  moDth,  to  commeBoe  on  (he  iwen> 
ly-ejghlh  day  of  March,  one  tbouMod  eight  huo- 
died  and  eight. 

Jonathan  Tiasley.at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
mpnth,  iQ  commence  on  the  iwentv-third  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hunared  and  eight. 

James  Glalkspie,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  eighteeoth  day  of 
June,  one  tbousaod  eight  huadredaod  eight. 

Christiaa  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
uonih,  to  couKQeoce  on  the  fifth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  handred  and  eight. 

Bartholoipew  Berry,  a(  (berate  of  five  dollars 
MI  month,  to  comipeDce  on  the  sereath  day  of 
NoTember,  onethuutand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Robert  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUan 
pet  mouth,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  Burton,  at  the  rate  of  (wo  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  munih,  to  oommeooe  on  the  twen- 
ty-ninth day.  of  December,  one  Lhounnd  eight 
hundred  and  eishu 

Nathaniel  Hewitt,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
ud  sev eat y 'five  cents  per  mouth,  (o  commence 
on  the  fifth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  Dine. 

Jacob  Redeuour,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  tbootaad  eight  hundred  and  six. 

William  B>ough,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollan  per 
month,  to  commence  on  ihe  twenty-third  day  of 
January,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninfc. 

iMJao,  Corben,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollan  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commeace  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  October,  one  ihouMsd  eight  hundred 
ajid  eieht. 

Joseph  Richardson,  at  the  rat*  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twen(ie(h  day  of  January,  one  tluHisaad  eight 
bundredand  nine. 

William  Johnson,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and.  fifty  cpuis  per  month,  to  commuioe  on  the 
eighteenth  da^  of  January,  one  thotisand  eight 
hundred  and  niiw. 

Henry  Orerly,  at  tbe  rale  of  five  dollar*  per 
month,  to  oummence  on  the  first  day  of  Deocm- 
her,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighL 

Abraham  Gamble,  at  (be  rate  of  five  dollan 

Ser  month,  to  cunimeuce  on  the  elghteeth  day  of 
antiarf ,  one  thousand  eight  handred  and  oioc. 


William  McClanahan,  at  the  rate  of  two  doN 
Ian  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  (weuiy-seveutb  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

William  McLalaud,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  monib,  to  commence  on  the  fourth  day  of 
February,    one    thousand   eight    hundred   and 

Sso.  2.  And  be  itjiuiher  enacted,  Thai  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons,  already  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  whosa 
claims  for  on  iucicase  of  pension  have  been  trans- 
mitted-to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
nesed  to  their  names ;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to 

William  Curtis,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  Potter,  three  dollars  thiity-tbiee  and 
one  third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
sixth  day  of  September,  one  ihousand  eight  buit- 
dred  and  eight. 

Thomas  Haines,  five  dollan  per  month,  to 
commence  on  (he  seTen(eenth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  seven. 

Daniel  Buaiell,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  third  day  of  0<:tober,  one  thoasaad 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

William  Wood,  three  dollan  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Thomas  Pratt,  three  dollan  ibiity-threc  and 
one-third  cents  per  mouth,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Ebeuezer  Tiukbam,  two  dollars  and  fifty  centa 
per  mouth,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 
"       -olla 


Joseph  Bi 


.an  per  month,  to  oi 
on  the  third  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  huodrvd  and  eight. 

Benjamin  Merrill,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  centa  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twentr-eifEhth  dar  of  September,  one 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

WiUiattt  Leach,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
menee  on  the  second  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Coaatant  Webb,  three  dollan  per  month,  to  com- 
meuQe  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jonathan  Bowers,  fire  dollan  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  (weniy-lhird  day  of  July,  one 
(housand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Abner  Andrews,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  som- 
menee  on  the  first  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Josiah  Merrymao,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September, 
one  thouMod  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  Burdwin,  five  dollars  per  month,  lo 
commence  on  the  (went y-(hird  day  of  September, 
one  thonaoAd  eight  hunilred  and  eight. 
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Oliver  Bostwicic,  tea  dultars  per  moDlh,  to  com- 
nneaee  on  tbe  third  day  of  October,  one  tliOQsaod 
eiffbt  hundred  and  eight. 

£ldward  Bassett  Iwo  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
iDODih,to  commence  oa  the  tweDlv-eishth  dayol' 
April,  one  (houtand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jeremiah  Markhain,  three  dollars  and  teveolj- 
fire  cents  per  month,  to  corameace  on  the  third 
day  of  Jane,  one  ihoaiand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  Andrus,  three  dollars  and  seventy-fiTC 
cents  per  monlb,  to  commence  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ei^ht. 

Elisha  Clark,  two  dollars  and  fift^  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Aaron  Tuttle,  three  dollars  tbiriy-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-firth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Benjamin  Siurge!,  four  dollar*  per  roontb,  to 
commence  on  tbe  twenLy-fifih  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eieht  hundred  and  eight. 

Burr  Gilbert,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

JehielJuddjfour  dollars  per  month. to  commence 
on  the  Eixleenlh  day  of  April,  one  tnousand  eight 
Iiundred  and  eight. 

Ashhel  HoEiuer,  five  dollar*  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixth  da?  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Andrew  McOuire,  five  dollar*  pet  month,  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  August,  one  tbou- 
*and  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Lowry,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  nine- 
teenth day'of  April,  one  thousand  eight  handred 
md  eight. 

Jameii  Blevet,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  B.  White,  fire  dollars  per  month,  tc 
commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
•and  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Judah  Levy, five  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
OQ  the.twelnh  day  of  April,  one  ihonsand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Snoeh  Turner,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  c 
mence  on  the  fourteetith  day  of  November, 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

£dward  Stanton,  five  dollars  per  month,  toe 
mence  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  one 
tbonsand  eight  hundred  and  eight 

Elisha  Lee,  twenty  dollr" 
mence  on  the  thirtieth  day 
aand  ei^bt  hundred  and  eight. 

William  Starr,  three  dollars  and  seventy  Gri 
cents  per  mouth,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth 
day  ofNovember,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight. 

JobD  Morgan,  three  dollars  thirty -three  and  one- 
ihtrd  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eigb- 
leenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Andrew  QoUap,  three  dolUia  ihitlf-thrM  «ad 


ne-ihird  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
Ighteenth  day  of  November,  one  thuonnd  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Joseph  Woodmaocy,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
>mmence  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Norember, 
le  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighL 

Simon  Perkins,  Eve  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  eighteenth  day  of  November,  ona 
thoutand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Waller  Burdick,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  w 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  day  ofno- 
rember,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight- 
Park  Avery,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  commeace 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  November,  one  thoonnd 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Amos  Avery,  two'dollars  and  fifty  eeoti  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  eighteenth  day  of  no- 
rember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Ebenezer  Avery,  two  dutlars  and  fifty  ceati hi 
month,  lo  commeace  on  tbe  eighleeDih  day  of  No- 
vember,one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eighL 

Benjamin  Dens  low,  five  dollars  per  month,  10 
commence  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  ona 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Amos  Skeele.  three  dollars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  c 


ighL 

..  illiam  Burrows,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  tbe  twelfth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Elisha  Frizzle,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thoataDd 
eight  hundred  and  nine. 

John  McEinstrey,  twenty  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  first  da^  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Samuel  Gibbs,  thirteen  dollar*  tbirty-thm and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
eighth  day  of  October,  one  thoussad.  eight  bmi- 
dred  and  eight. 

John  Barbarick,five  dollars  per  mouth, to  com* 
mence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  one  ihm- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

James  Morgan,  two  dollars  and  fiftj  cents  pet 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  dayaf  JaniMiy, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Moxlcy,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Daniel  Bill,  five  dollars  per  month,  tocomnteaci 
on  the  fifth  day  of  January,  one  ihoosuid  eigfct 
hundred  and  nme. 

Christopher  Latham,  three  dollar*  and  teTenty- 
five  cents  per  raouth,  to  commence  on  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hitndred  and 
nine.    - 

Sec.  3.  Andbeitjiirtheraiacted,  That  the  pen- 
sioners becoming  such  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall 
be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  inralid  pensioaen 
are  paid  who  have  heretofore  been  placed  on  the 
pension  list  of  the  United  State*,  under  NWk 
restrictions  and  regulations,  in  alt  respects,  ma  aic 
prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  StBtc*  a 
such  case*  provided. 
;     Approved,  Match  3, 1809. 
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TO  THR  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE  SECOND  SES^ON  OF 
THE  TENTH  CONGRESS. 


A.  Pmge. 

Aoeommodation  of  tha  Fraident,on  motion  of 
Mr.  S.  Bmilh,  a  committee  wu  appoint- 
ed, to  join  ■  ■Unilu'   committeB  on   ihe 

I  put  of  th«  UoQw  of  RepreMntatiiea,  to 
conrider  tni  report  meuurn  far  tha        -    <09 

ooticB  of  agreement  to  tha  same,  and  the  ap- 
pointmaDt  of  mch  a  committee,  by  the 
Uaute  of  RepreMOUliies        -        -        -    411 

a  bill  reported  to  that  efleet,  and  read  twke    413 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    413 

read  a  third  time,  and  paued      ■        .        ■    414 
Additional  Duliei,  a  bill  froa  the  Houaa  of  Rep- 
reaentatiiei  impoiing,  upon  importatioo, 
read  and  passed  to  a  lecond  reading        -    411 

bilt  rebrred  to  a  committee        ...    413 

reported  nith  ameadmenta         ...    4341 

farther  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ......    437 

read  a  third  time,  m  amended    . 

bill  and  amendmenti  negatived  -        ■        -    4M 

Addreu,  Inaugural,  of  Jamca  Maditon       .        -    463 

Alabama  Indiana,  a  Meauge  from  the  Preaident 

in  relation  to  the,  read  and  ordered  to  be 

printed  -        -        -    '    .        .        .        -     301 

abill  foilfae  relief  of  certain,  preaented,  read, 
and  pasaed  to  a  third  leaduig  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        -     326 
.   returned  from  the  House  of  RepceaentaliTes 
with  amendmeiils,  and  refened  to  t 


committee  report  an  agreement  to  the  ami 

men  Is,  which  report  was  i^ncurred  in 

Alexandria,  the  petition  of  the  Marina  Ininn 

(^ompaDj  of,  referred  to  a  committee 

committee  report  a  bilt  to  extend  the  charter 
of  said  Company,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  leading    . 

read  a  aeeond  Ume,  and  ordeted  to  a  tUrd 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 
American  Character,  a  biU  to  depriTa  reMela, 

certain  eases,  of  their,  Ac,  read 
American  Prodnce,  tranlit   dotiea  enacted  bj 

Great  Briuun   on,  exhibited  by   Mr.  B. 

Bmlih 


Anderson,  Joaeph,  of  Tennessee,  allendad  in  bis 


Anderson,  Joseph,  remtrki  of— continBod.  Page, 

in  objection  to  the  reading  of  thetnitmetions 

bj  the  M  asaachuaetti  Legislature  to  their 

Senators  on  the  subject  ofthe  embargo  •  1ST 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hillbonse's  rewdotions  to 

repeal  the  embargo  taws  ...  IM 
the  credentials  of,  presented  and  ordered  to 

be  filed -    414 

Bank  of  Potomac,  the  petition  of  tha  president 
and  directors  of  the,  prajing  an  act  of  in- 
corporation, was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  -  -  -  319 
Bank  ofthe  Uniled.States,  a  report  was  receiTed 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
memorial  ofthe  president,  diractors.dcc.of  468 
Baptist  Church,  of  the  City  of  Washington,  a 

.  petition  of  the,  prating  an  act  of  incor- 
poration, was  referred  to  a  committee      -    32Q 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  was  reported,  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  .  -  334 
(See  Beligioiu  SoeUlia.) 
Barbary  Powers,  a  resolution  was  submitted  to 
refti  so  much  of  tbs  Presidcni's  MeBsaga 
as  relates  to  the,  to  a  select  oommlttee, 
which  was  agreed .  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed  -  -•       -  '      -       IB 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa tiles,  to 
continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act  to  protect  the  com- 
merce and  seamen  of  the  United  Stales 
against  the    •        -        •        -        •        •    800 

tbs  said  bill  read  twice,  and  rcderrei}  to  a 
committee      ......    801 

reported  without  amend  meat      ...    304 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        ■     30fi 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .    SOB 
BamiB,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Repr*-. 
sentatiTes,  ki  relief  of,  read  three  times, 
and  passed    .■.'..-    4G4 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended  in  his 

pUce SIO 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  Mr. 
Oiles's  resolution  for  a  partial  repeal  of 

the  embargo 3S8 

Beamont,  Edmund,  a  bill  &om  Ihe  House  of  R«- 
presenlalires,  for  tbe  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .-•--•    330 

rtported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
lo  •  thitd  reading  -        ...  .    tS7 

read  a  Ibtr4  line,  and  pMwd     ...    380 

D.gtzodoyGoO^le 


mDBX. 

SeruOe  Proceedinga  and  Debatea. 


Page. 
Belligerflnt  Fawen,  the  Preaideat  comnniiiicatei 
a  report  or  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  with 
copios  of  the  oideii  and  decteM  of  the, 
adding  Dcutral  rigbti,  of  which  five 
hundred  copieawere  ordered  to  be  printed  S99 
Brkdley,  Mt^  remarke  of,  on  his  motion  to  poM- 

pone  the  embargo  reeolntion  -        -        -      S7 
the  election  of.  u  President  pro  ieia,  of  the 

Scnale S99 

BTCDt,  Robert,  and  othera,  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing the  incorporation  of  a  compaoy  to 
open  ■  rmntl  in  the  City  of  Waehlngtaii, 
was  read,  and  rsferred  to  a  committee     -    340 
(See  Wiuhingim,  the  City  of.} 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginis.,  pre«nted  hii  eredeo- 

tiala,  and  nu  qu&Ufied,  a*  a  Senator         -     466 
Britiah  Board  of  Trade,  a  paper  from  the,  referred 
to  by  Mi.  Gilea,  in  hia  apeech  on  hie  reao- 
lutioD  to  repeal  partially  the  embargo  lana     136 
Briliih  Lifluenc«,  the  msaiu  of,  in.  tliia  countiyi 

(not*) 239 

Briliah  Injuriaa  and  Inaulla,  a  catalogue  of        -     S62 
British  Orden  in  CouncU         1660,  1663,  1696,  1701, 
1703,  1705,  170B,  1709,1710 
Brown,  Rbt.   Mr.,  informalion  given  of  hia  ap- 
pointment by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  ChapEain 17 

Brown,  William,  petition  of,  praying  a  penalon, 

referred  to  a  committee  -        -        -        .    800 
an  ODlsTorable  report,  thereon,  eoncttrred  in 

C. 
Cabarrae  Coanty,  North  Carolina,  a  representa- 
tion of  the  grand  jury  of,  in  rdadon  to 
the  embargo  ---.-. 
Capitol,  an  act  making  apprtnriations  to  com- 
plete the  two  tvings  of  the      -        -        . 
(See  FubUc  Building'-) 
CsrondeleU  a  bill  making  appropriatiotts  for  deep- 
ening the  canal  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        . 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolutioii  for  appointing  two, 

of  different  denominations       -        -        •      10 


Page. 
Clinton,  George,  declared  to  be  riectedTicc  Pres- 
dent  of  the  United  States  &Dm  the  4lh  of 

March  neit 315 

Collectors  of  Customs,   a   atatement  from   the 
Treasury  Department  of  the  emolnmcnti 

of  the US 

Commercial  Intarconrse,  Mr.  Qilcs  sahmitted  ■ 
resolution  to  luspend  all,  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, France,  &c    -         -        -        -        .    Sli 
a  bill  to  interdict,  presented,  read  and  passed 

to  ■  second  reading         -        -        -        -    111 
read  a  aecond  time,  snuodad,  and  ordoad 

to  a  third  reading  -      -  -  -        •    411 

read  a   third  time,   the   blanks  £ 


41* 


Chesapeake  and  Qelaware  Canal  Company,  the 
memorial  of  the  President,  Sec,  <^  the, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed        ... 

a  bill  presented  toanthorize  the  sale  and  grant 
of  land  to  the,  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading  ...... 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading   -        -        -        -        -    340 

read  a  third  lime,  and  passed        -        -        -     ~ 

retamed  from  the  Honie  of  Represent atives 
with  non-concnrrence  in  the  grant 
Circuit  Courts,  notice  of  a  bill  supplementaiy  to 
the  act  establishing        .... 

bill  presented,  read,  and  passed  to  a  aecond 
rMding  ...... 

texd  a  second  time,  and  relerred  to  a  com- 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended 

road  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

ClarkiJoshua,  an  imprisoned  seamen,  a  letter 

from,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  at«te   - 

Clwks,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 

relation  to  hi* 


returned  from  the  House  of  RapreanUaCiTKa 
with  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to   4ca 
Conunutation  of  Pay,  «  memorisl  of  the  snni- 
ving  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hoe  ia 
the  Revolationary  war,  was  read     -        -   HI 

a  memorial  of  the  New  York  and  Pnmayl- 
vania  linea ;  all  referred  lo  a  coauniUee  -    33T 

a  memorial  of  the  Delawajm  line,  refored  to 
the  same  committee        -        .        .        .    3Q( 

a  memoHal  of  the   Connecticat  and  New 
Jersey  )inM,refitrr«d  to  same  commktee  -    3R 

a  memorial  of  the  South  Carolina  line,  re- 
ferred to  the  aame  committee  .        -        -    33B 
Congress,  s  bill  &om  the  Hoaae  of  RepiMenta- 
ti* es  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of,  read  and  paaed  to  a  second  reading    33] 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thoid 


rend  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -       -         -     '• 

Constitulioni  a  resolution  of  the  Lagi^atnis  of 

Maryland  was  presented,  disapproving  art 

amendment  of  the,  propoaed  b  j  tlie  L^ts- 

lature  of  Virginia  -        ■        -        .        - 

Contingent  Pund,  the  President  touianiitled  «n 

account  of  the         .         •         -         -         -     . 
Conventipn,  extract  from  a,  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Runia,  (note)    -        -        -        -    i 

Correspondenpe  of  Miniiters,  tha  Preaident  con- 
municaCed  certain,  which  was  ordered  t> 
bs  printed      ......    J 

a  sequel  to  the  same  was  received 
Cotton,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives fcr  relief  at,  read  and  psiiil  to 
a  second  reading    -        -        -        -        -    '■ 

raad  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  to  a  con- 
mittae   -.-....< 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -     ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  psMvd      -        -        -     ' 

Courts  of  the  United  Sutas,  a  bill  to  m^mI  m 

much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  anthoiiie  the, 

to  make  eompeniatioD  to  their  officsia  oat 

of  the  pntdic  Treasury  for  tmennmBraled 

services,  was  presented,  read,  and  oidered 

lo  a.second  reading        .        .        .        _     : 

raad  a  saeond  tiate,  and  referred  to  a  com> 

mittee -     ; 

Crawkud,  Mr.,  speech  ot  on  Mr.  HUlhattse'ans- 

olution  to  repeal  the  embargo 
Credit,  a  bill  to  extend  the  terma.  of,  on  nTonna 
bonds,  in   certain   cases,  was   read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading     ■        •        -     1 
ead  a  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -•---.-] 

DuiiizodwCooglt; 


8maU  Proeeedingw  and  Debaiti. 


Credit — eonlinaed.  Pi 

rt»i  a  IhM  ttma,  and  {wBMd      - 
iMnrnad  fram  tba  UmMS  of  RapiaaaMUiaM 


nad  and  ordtrad  to  lis  od  tka  tabia 


rapMted  with  an  agreamanl  to  &e  anwad- 
Eaonli  with  an  anModment 
Cnubariand  R«m1,  a  Heaage  fhw  tlia  Fiea- 
dent,  with  >  report  of  th«  ComBiudoMn 

of  tha -        -    i 

D. 
DaUware,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SaytrJ,  nnder  in- 
■tructimiB  fiom  the  Lcgiil&ture,  the  6ac- 
ntat;  of  Wai  wa>  dirseted  to  mquire  into 
and  report  the  Eipediencjr  of  erecting 
esrtain  batteriei  in  the  Sut«  of  -  -  1 
a  report  from  the  Bccietar;  in  obedience  to 

thewne 1 

DaUwan  and  Chesapeake  Cinal  Compan;,  the 
memorial*  of  the,  piemnled  in  180B  and 
IBttT,  together  with  the  report  of  the  8ec- 
retarr  of  the  Treatur;  on  the  BUDa>  and 
>  rupeeling  roads  andcanali.  made  in  April 
lait,  were  referred  to  a  committee  - 
(8m  Cluiap4akt,  &x.,  for  further  proeeediDgs, 

Diabanement  of  Public  Moneja,  Mr.  HillhouM 
Bubmilted  ■  raiotalion  rcipecting  the 
which  was  adopted,  a  committae  thereon  ap- 
pointed-       -...--; 
Diatrict  Jndge,  Mi.  Gullatd  submitted  a  reeoln- 
tion  for  a  committae  to  inquire  what  fn- 
viiion  ought  to  be  made  in  case  of  the 
disabLility  of  anj,  to  perform  the  dutiu 
of  bis  office   -.-..-! 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  oommittae  ap- 
pointed -        ■        -        -        ■        -        -.1 
(See  JuJidal  Syiftm?) 
Docn'meDts,  a  bill  from  the  Boose  of  Rapraaent- 
atiTee  to  transport  b;  mail  certain,  free  of 
postage,  WBB  tead,'and  pawad  to  a  seoond 
•    reading  ------- 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 


from  the  cbairman  ofthe  committee  who 
reported  it,  the  bill  was  negatived    - 

r.  Gregg  submitted 1..>!""  •"  - 

iio  the^nding  of  < 

which  wta  adopted 

a  bill  Iron)  the  Hodw  of  KepreaentatiTes  to 
authoriiB  the  traiumiaalon  bj  mail  of  cer- 
tain, free  of  poataga,  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  aacond  reading         .        .        -        - 

tMd  a  second  time,  and  poctponed  iodefi- 
nitelj 

a  third  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  same  rSarx,  was  read,  and  a 
second  reading  negatived        '        '        ', 


oegatiTBd 


E. 


Elliott,  Bev.  Mr.,  election  of,  ae  Chi^dain  - 
Embargo,  a  readution  was  submitted  to  nlbr  ao 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  l«  the 

laws  laying  an,  to  a  select  com  '" 

loth  Con.  Sd  Sxu.— 59 


Page. 

the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  a  committee 
appointed      -        .        -        -        -        -      17 

Mr.  Giles,  finm  said  comnlittee,reparted, in 
port,  a  bill  making  further  provision  to 
enforce  the  laws  laying  an,  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 

read  a  second  time     -        -        .        - 

the  bill  recommitted  -        -        -        - 

reported  with  smendments,  which  were  con- 
curred in,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    MO 

the  tnll  again  recommitted 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  ani 
Ordered  to  be  engrossed 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  thi 
Uble 

called  up  and  pused  -        .        -        . 

returned  from  the  House  of  ItepresentaliTe 
with  amendments  -        -        -        - 

tAiXch  were  coocurred  in    - 

Mr.  Hiltbouee  submitted  a  resolntion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  relating  tc 

which  was  negatived 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  motion  requestiog 
the  President  to  caoae  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  ves- 
sels which  have  departed,  with  permission, 
^om  the  date  of  tEe  embargo  to  the  Xd  of 
September,  1808 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Secretary 
ordered  to  la;  it  before  the  President 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a 


Mr.  Pickering  laid  before  llie  Senate  a  re»ilu- 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  MaisaehusettB,ia- 
strueting  dieir  Senators  to  use  their  en- 
deavors to  have  the  embargo  laws  repealed, 
the  reading  of  which  was  Interrupted  and 
postponed      .-,---.    127 

tba  preamble  and  rewlutions  referred  to    -     116 

objection  to  the  reading  withdrawn,  and  the 
inatmction  read      -----     id 

Mr.  Giles  made  another  report  in  part,  con- 
silting  of  his  correspondence  with  the  See- 
retarv  of  the  TreaflUy,  on  the  subject  of 
the S8S 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resoln  tion  to  repeal  the, 
after  the  4th  of  March  next,  as  to  all  na- 
tions except  Great  Britain  and  France    -    309 

which  was  adopted,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a  bill         .        .        -    34fi 

(Bee  Comtnercial  Mtrtoune.') 

a  memorial  from  the  State  of  Delaware  for  the 
repeal  ofthe 347 

another  from  the  same  State      -        >        .    413 
Enginesn,  a  bill  making  ftnthar  prorision  for  v 


read  a  second  time,  and  refaned  tt 


F. 

Plsii,  a  transit  duly  on.  exacted  by  Great  Britain, 

^apeedi  of  Mr.  8.  Smith) 
Flaar,  duties  on,  exacted  by  Great  Britain 
Franklin,  Jamas,  from  North  CaroUna,  attend- 


ed byCoO^k' 


SetiaU  Proceeding*  and  DebaUt. 


Fredsrick  CdddW,  MBryUnd,  a  memonol  fron 
ciliiena  of,  pledging  their  aupport  to  the 
Coiutitulionil  ■uthoriliei,  agiinut  foreigo 
■nd  domeitic  violence,  iru  read     -        •    ' 

French  Influence,  (CBnty  meani  of,  in  thia  coiin- 

try,  (note  to  Mr.  Gilea'i  ipeech)      •        -    ', 

Foraign  Armed  Ships,  Mi.  Giles  Bubmitled  >  to- 
■olutioD  to  interdict  all,  from  the  waten 
of  the  United  atiitei       .        .        .        .    : 
the  t«Milation  agreed  to,  and  a  commitlas 
appointed  Ihereon  -        •        -        -        •    ' 

Foreign  Intercoune,  Mi.  8.  Smith  aubmilted  a 
resolution  requeiting  the  President  Jy 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  meemreB  adopted  to  carry  into  ex- 
ecution the  act  appropriating  two  tnilliona 
of  dollan  for  any  extraordinary  eipenset 
attending  our  ,  .^  ■  -  - 
the  reaotution   adopted,  and  (he   Secretary 

ordered  to  lay  it  before  the  President 
a  Message  from  the  President  communica- 
ting the  information  asked  for 

Foreign  Relations,  extract  trom  a  report  made 
by  a  committee  of  Ihe  Senate  oa  the  sub- 
ject o^(nc.te)         -       ,- 

Fortificalious,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  two  mem- 
bers were  added  to  the  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Fiesident's  Message  as  re- 


830 


a  bill  to   complete  certain,  was  piesaated, 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading        -    8S6 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 338 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  ^  3SD 
a  bill  liom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
the  same  eflbct,  was  read,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading  .  -  ■  .  .  336 
read  a  second  time  .....  887 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  leading  -  339 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  340 
returned  fiom  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 


with   ] 


341 


the  Senate  recede  &om  their  amendments  -    343 
G. 
OeorgWtown,  Diitnct  of  Columbia,  notice  of  a 

bill  to  amend  Ihe  charter  of    -        -        -    409 

a  lull  to  that  efiect  presented,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading       ...    411 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee          411 

reported  with  amendments         .        -        -    413 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended        -    414 

read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed   -    43S 

retunied  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  disagreed 

to 463 

Giles,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  so 
mnch  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the 
embargo  laws  to  a  select  committee  16 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hillhonse's  resolution  to 
repeal  the  embargo  laws         -        -       93,  S13 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  enforce  the  em- 
hargo S57 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  re- 
peal of  the  same,  in  part         ...    8G3 
Qoodrieh,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  tiie  bill  to  enforce 

the  embargo  ..'--.    sfi 


OoTeniment,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Repe*- 

•entalJTes  making  a^ropriations  for  Ihe 

support  ot,  for  the  year  1809,  re^  twice, 

and  refened  lo  a  committee    -        -        -    ' 

repotted  withont  amendment      -        -        -    ' 

aneitded,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reeding      -    ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  emandad  -    ' 

Oregg,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvanii^att^ded  in  Ub 


Hall  dc  Sellers,  petition  of  ihe  representaliTes  ol, 
praying  payment  of  a  legal  balance  due 
tbera  for  printing,  was  read      -         -   ■      -    JJ7 
Hardy,  William,  a  RcTolutlonaij  soldier,  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  a  committee       -         -    3S5 
Hastings,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Rq>- 

resentatiTea  for  the  relief  of,  was  resd      -    461 
a  motion  for  a  second  reading  objected  to,as 
against  the  rule      -        -         -        -        -    46] 
Hillhouie,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  re- 
peal the  embargo  lawa    -         -        -       80, 161 
in  reply  to  Mi,  Pope  -        -        .        -      M 

on  the  bill  to  enforce  the  embargo  3St,  SU  . 

the   creden^als  of,  as  a  Senator  from  the 

fourth  of  March  next,  were  read  and  Bhd    304 
speech  ot  introductory  of  a  resolntion  res- 
ting lo  the  diebursement  of  public  maneys     34T 
on  Ihe  bill  interdicting  intercouiee  with  Great 

Britain,  dtc *U 

in  answer  to  Mr.  Giles,  on  the  embargo,  (Ap- 
pendix)   -  1*TI 

Hostility  to  Commerce,  Mr.  8.  Smith's  detnee 
at  the  Administration  against  Ibe  charge 


of 
House  of  Commons,  extract  from  the  Joiimala  of 

the,  (note) 

Hunt,  Eunice,  the  petition  of,  read  and  referred 


15« 


an  unftvorable  report  thereon,  eimcnired  in    301 
I. 
Indiana  Teirilory,  resolations  of  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  of,  requesting  a  sepaiatioa 
from  the  eaatofthe  Wabash,  read  attdrt- 
foired  to  a  aelect  committee    -        -        -      IS 

resolutions  of  the  LegislatiTe  Coundl  ot  re- 
specting the  mode  of  their  election,  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -       30 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent  tJTee  lo 
divide,  into  two  separate  goremments, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee     3X7 

reported  without  lunendment      -        •         .  330 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .         -  335 

read  a  third  time        .        .        -        -         .  33s 

third  reading  resumed,  and  tHe  bill  passed  331 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 

extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in,  read         -  38S 

read  B  second  time,  and  referred  -         -  410 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  41I 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  4It 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Hepmen- 
tatives  lo  establish  tradlDg-hooses  with  the, 

resMJ  twioe  and  referred  to  a  conunittee    -  4U 
reported  withont  amendment,  tesid  a  (hbd 

time,  and  passed    ...         -         .  4M 


.dbyCoo^le 


INDEX. 

Smaie  Proceedingt  and  Debata. 


Initruetioiu,  U>  Britiah  ^ip*  of  w>r  and  priTi- 
toon,  given  by  tba   King  at  WindaoT, 

Inralid  PsiuioDera,  ibill  Irom  IheHooieofRep- 
raaaDtativea  caDcamlng,  read  twice  and 
Tefsmd  ...... 

repoiicd,  amandadi  raad  a  diird  tinM,  and 


I. 

JtStnoa,  llioma*,  notice  of  a  bill  lo  giant  the 

Granktng  privilege  to  •  •  -  -  413 
bitl  in  pariDance  or,  pmantad  and  raad  -  413 
lead  a  locond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 414 

lead  a  tUnl  time,  and  paawd      ...    437 
a  diculai  from,  to  ttte  Sonaton,  calling  for 


Jodgea,  Mr.  Bajud  infamitted  a  rgaolutbn  (or  a 
OMDmittea  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
making  proviaun  lor  the  lupport  of  auch 
ai  ihall  be  incapaUe  from  age,  &c. 

reaolation   adopted,  and   a  committee  ap- 
pointed ..-..- 

a  bill  to  carrj  the  leeolntion  into  effect  waa 
presented  and  read  ,         ^         .  .     ; 

negatiied  on  the  (econd  reading 
Jndicial  Courts,  Mi.  Giles  labmitted  a  rewlution 
for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
dien<7  of  amending  the  act  to  eitabliah,  oc. 

leaelution  adopted,  and  a  committee   ap- 
pointed   

•aid  committee  report  the  ineipediencj  ^t 

the  preaent  time,  vhich  waa  agreed  to    • 

Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  waa 
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read  a  second  time,  and  oidered  (o  a 
reading  ..... 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paaied 

retained  from  the  House  at  Reprew 
live*  with  amendments,  which  ware 


bill  from  (he  Hooie  of  B  , 
Uvea  to  continue  fbi  a  foHhvr  'time  the 
autbOTitj  of  the  Commisaionen  of          -    3 
laad,  and  paand  to  a  aeeond  reading  -        .    1 
read  ■  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  ' 1 

nported  wilhoat  amendment,  and  ordered 

lo  ■  thiid  reading  -        -        -        .        .    i 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  paaaed      -        -        -    i 
L. 
Lee,  Riehaid  Bland,  petition  of,  lefened  to  a 

committee      ..-..-    J 
commitiee  diaduuged  from  the  iiiithei  con- 
sideration thereof  -        -        •      .  -        -4 
Leib, Michael,  tbaeredenlialiot  ai  Senatoi  from 

Pennsjl>ania,pieaanted  and  read  -      S41, 1 
attendance  end  qaalification  of  -  -    I 
LibiaiT,  report  fi-om  the  joint  committee  on  the    S 
leeotution  submitted  giving  to  said  commit- 
tee the  application  of  the  monej  appio- 
priated  for  the,  which  was  adopted  -        -    4 
Uojd,  James,  dedentiali  of,  ai  Beoatoi  in  place 
Jolm  Q.  Adama,  preaented      -     '   - 
speech  of,  on  Mi.  HDIhonse's  embargo  reso- 
lution     29, 40,  I 


Lloyd,  Jame*,  remarks  of— continued. 

on  the  bill  lo  enibice  the  embargo  laws 
on  the  bill  interdicting  intercoone  with 

Oieat  Britain  and  Prance 
on  the  bill  to  impose  addilioud  dutlei 


United  8ule<  from  the  4th  of  March  next    S4C 
letter  fiooi,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate, 

fixing  the  time  for  taking  his  oath  of  office    465 
the  osth  of  office  administered  to        -        .    485 
Mail  route,  a  petition  for  the  altera tioD  of  the,  fhim 
Washington  to  Cbestertown,in  Maryland, 
waa  lefeired  to  a  committee    .        -        .    t31 
a  bill  to  that  eflect  preaented,  and  read        -    S3T 
read  a  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading X3S 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        .    340 
Halbone,  Francis,  of  Rhode  Island,  produced  his 

credentials,  and  was  qasMed  -        •    409 

Marine  Corpa,  a  memorial  of  the  officer*  of  the, 

praying  lo  be  placed  on  a  fboting  with  the 

officer*  of  the  Army  as  to  promotion,  wai 

.       referred  to  a  oommittee    -        -        -        -    340 

said  committee  were  initnicted  to  inqoiie 

to  what  extent  an  augmentation  of  the. 
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a  bill  for  the  augmentatiDn  of  the,  reported 

and  read 3S8 

read  ■  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  ttdrd 

reading         .-...-    410 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        .    411 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes 
with  smendments,ii*hich  were  concurred  in    400 
Maryland,  Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolatioa  of  the 
Legislature  of,  disapproving  of  a  reoolu. 
tion  of  the   Legislature  of  Virginia  to 
amend  the  Constitntion         ...    goo 
Massachnaetts,  remonatiance  oS  against  certain 

meaniee  of  the  Government,  read  -        .    444 
.    ordered  to  be  printed       .       -       -       .    450 
Mathers,  Jamea,  SeigeBnt.at-Amu,  aathoiiied  to 

employ  an  assistant,  dtc.         -        -        -      JO 
Meigs,  Retam  J.,  produced  hi*  credentiBls,  and 

wsa  qualified 808 

Memorials,  a  reaolation  was  submitted  that  the, 
of  the  mardianta  of  certain  cities,  pre- 
aented at  the  first  aeeaioD  of  the  ninth 
Congress,  relative  (o  infringement  of  neo- 
tial  trade,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 

Senate IS 

the  resolution  agreed  to     -        -        -        -      SO 
Measage,  the  Preudenl's  annual        ...      SO 
one  thousand  copies  of  aaid,  ordered  to  be 

printed  -.-----       16 
aaoaBdeatial,wasrM)ei**d  with  sundry  doo- 


a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Represeutal 

antkoriie  the  tiansportaUon  of  the  same  free 
of  postage,  read  a  third  time,  end  paseed 
Michigan,  a  petition  of  the  French  citiiana  of) 
praying  that  an  edition  of  the  laws  of  th* 
said  Teiritory  may  be  published  in  the 
French  language,  refaiied  -     -         ■         - 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  reported,  and  read 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        -        -    ' 
oideied  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
read  a  tbiid  time,  and  passed 


I» 
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Smate  Practedingt  and  Oebalea. 


T»ge. 

ys^fzj  Bitabliabment  and  Na*7,  a  bill  from  Uu 

Houw  of  B<prcienUlive«  making  apftio- 

prutiona  for  aupport  of  Ibe,  read  twics, 

and  referred  ...---    4G1 

K^rted  with  amendmniti,  and  ordered  to 

■  third  reading US 

Mad  a  tluid  time,  and  puned  aa«mended  -    4M 
letmned  frotn  th«  Hocwe  of  ReprcHntatiTea, 
with  diaagreemenC  to  aome  and  *grtit- 
ment  to  other  amendiaeiita     .        -        .    4H 
the  Senate  inaiat        .....    466 
tteHoOMof  R«[n«a«ntatiTeealaoinii«t,Bnd 
■ak  a  conference,  whidi  i^  agreed  to,  con- 
fisreea  appointed,  and  on  report  of  aaid 
confereei,  the  bill  irai  lead  three  tinwa, 

and  paned 461 

<8ea  TVeaturj/,  War,  and  Sang  D^artttaiii.) 
tha  act  approTed        .....  IB46 
Vilitia,  a  reiolutioD  for  tha  appointment  of  a 
commiltes  to  inquire  what  allerationa  are 
neoMaary  in  the,  lawa     -        .        -        .       16 
nwlutiona  adoptad,and  committea  appointed       17 
•naoiutiiHi  aubmitted  to  inquire  of  the  Pnd- 
dent  hia  reaaoni  for  calling  upon  the  Got-    ^ 
emora  of  the  lereial  States  for  dieir  re- 
•pective  qnctaa    ,  -        -        -        -        -       IB 
conaideratian  poatponed     ■        ...      90 
Mr.  8.  Smith  pieaented  a  bill  to  eitabliah  a 
oniform,  nhicb  waa  read  twice,  ameodad, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        •    330 
Bead  a  third  time,  and  piaoed      ...    3st 
a  Maaaage  froro  the  President  anninunica- 
ting  a  atalement  of  the  -        -        -        -    443 
JGUedgs,  JehD,  of  Georgia,  attendanee  of  -        -     1ST 
election  o^  aa  Preaideot  pro  tern,  of  Um 

Banata 337 

Hint,  the  FreaideDt  tranamitted  the  npoit  ol  Die 

Director  of  the SOB 

MiBia^pi  Territory,  a  reaolation  of  tlie  Honaa 
of  RepreaentatiTea  ot^  waa  pnaented,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  the  time  of  payment 
of  the  Aral  iaatahnent  on  ths  purdiaae  of 
ianda ;  alto,  objecting  to  the  eatabliah- 
nent  of  a  federal  court  in  aaid  Territory  10 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rcpreaentativea  (ot 
diapoaal' of  certain  land*  in,  claimed  un- 
der Spaniih  grants,  was  read  . 
Mad  a  lecond  time,  and  refared  to  a  con 

repotted  with  amendments         •  . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  aa  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  pwed  aa  amended 
MitdulJ,  Mr.,  ramarlCB  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend 
Mi.  Giles's  resolution  for  the  partial  re- 
peal of  the  embargo  laws        ... 
apaech  of,  on  Mr.  Hillhonse's  reaotutian  to  m- 
peal  ths  same         ..... 
Maiu«e,  Mr.,  ex  tracts  of  lettert  irom,  to  Mr.  MadU 

'Moora,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended  in  his 

plaoe     

apBeeh  of,  on  the  rciolntjon  t»  Mpeal  the  am. 

h«i«o 

N. 
KkTj,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  to 
equip  the  public  armed  vessels,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed         .        .        .        • 


Navy— eontiiiued.  Fagt. 

notice  of  a  bill  to  proride  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  the        -        •        -        -         -    411 
a  bill  to  thai  ^ect  presented  and  read  .    411 

read  a  second  time,  sjid  brdcred  to  a  third 

reading  -        -  -         -411 

read  a  tlurd  tine,  and  passed     -        -        -    413 
Navy  Officers,  &&,  a  toll  &om  the  Honae  of  S^»- 
ressntatiTea  authoriiing  the  ai^Kiintmetit 
and  employment  of  an  additional  nnm- 


;    301 


third 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed  aa  amended 
returned  from  the  Honae  of  Refireanrtafas 

with  diBagreeaient 
Ae  Senate  instst  on  ell  their 

and  uA.  a  con&nmee 
the  conference  agreed  to,  but  Ibe 

KepresetitatiTes  iarist    - 
npoTt  of  the  coDferesa  read,  and   «td<nd 

to  be  printed 
the  Senate  adhere 
Newij,  Masaacbnsetta,  a  repreaentatimi  from  the 

in  hatntanU  of,  stating  certain  UlegatilieBiB 

die  election  of  Pnatdential  ElecEois,  ftc. 


a  eommunication  on  thesainvtabieclreceiT- 

ed  from  the  Honae  of  ItepreaenUIiTei      -     3 

Newspapers,  a  tCBolution  paased  for  the  osnl 

supply  of,  to  members     -         -        .  - 

Non-lnterconile.  (See  Comtaaviai  tnUratitnt^ 

North  Carolina,  certain  resolotiana  of  the  Legia- 

lature  of,  approving  the  measures  of  the 

Administiation,  read  and  ordaicd  to  ha 


a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  makini 

ment  for  landa  in,  read  - 
read  a  aecoad  time    .        -         . 
ordered  to  attiiid  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  ths  House  of  RepreaentatiTea 

with  amendnenta,  which  were  coBcarred 


a  resolution  from  the  General  AaaembLj  oH,  in 
approbation  of  the  meaaurea  of  GoTem- 
menl,  waa  presented  and  read  -  -    4 

Ohio  Oanal  Company,  notice  of  a  bill  kotlMm. 

Bng  the  (als  and  grant  of  land  to  the    -    ! 

Orders  and  Deenes,  a  raaolntian  waa  submitted, 
rei](lesting  the  Preaident  to  cam*  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  copies  of  all  the,  by  bel- 
ligerent Powers,  affecting  neutral  riitbta  - 
■he  resottltion  was  amended  and  adopted,  and 
the  Secntlaiy  ordered  to  present  tha  aune 


Peace,noticeofabill  forthe  moteeflectual  piea- 

enation  of,  in  our  porta  and  harbors        -    39 

Pearson,  Thomas,  the  petition  of,  a  Ravolation- 
ary  officer,  waa  referred  to  the  Secretary 

•fWai m 
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SmaU  Pnaedingt  and  Dabatet. 


PNC- 

Peniiopa,  a  bill  from  Um  Hooh  of  HepnMnbi- 

ti*e>,  ■uthoiiiing  paymcDt  of  cerUin,  U 

the  uat  of  GoTcnunent,  wu  leailt  tnd 

paMod  to  ■  seconil  readiDg     ...    3SS 

rstd  a  Mcond  time,  and  rebrrad  to  a'com- 

inilleo 856 

Tsportad  without  iinciidiiwiit,  and  ordend  to 

a  third  laading       .....    303 
nid  a  third  lime,  and  pasied      ■        •        .    305 
K^arlpg,  Mr^  •peech  of^  on  ths  rwolatiou  to 

rapeal  the  embaiga         -        -        ■        .     its 
oi\.the  bill  to  antbtce  the  ■ame   -        •        -    376 
FinckitB;,  Thomai,  aitract  ftom,  to  the  Secretaij 

of  Sute,  (note) 383 

Piatt,  EbenQzer  8.,  petitiuD  oC,  a  iUroIatiooai; 

aoldier,  lead  aod  referred  tt>  a  conimittee  •    330 
.  an  adTene  report  theiepn,  agreed  to   -         -     463 

91e)UH>ti,  Charley  and  othen,  memoiial  of,  pnj- 
iog  Ihe  beuelit  of  ezteaaion  of  credit  on 
the  importation  of  certain  article*  eatunsr- 
at»d  in  the  act  of  1808   ....      17 
Faint  Conp^i  memarial  of  th«  inhabitanU  at, 

prajing  the  right  of  pre-emption,  read    •     347 
I>ope,  Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  Mr.  Hillhouas'a  embargo 

reaolution       .        -        .        .        .         38,40 
rentarkff  explaining  what  had  l>eeD  eoniid- 

Ared  penonaiitifi   .....      40 
report  oifhia  spoech  on  embargo,  (Appendix)  lUI 
PotU  and  Hirbora,  a  Meaaage  ftom  the  Pieiident, 
with  a  alatement  of  the  works  in  progreai 
for  Ae  defense  of,  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee    808,309 

hMtmaaler  Oenaral,  report  from  the,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  aalanea  of  hia  cierka     •        -    335 
another  report  from  the  nme,  coDceming 
pablic  FontTB«ta      .....    S37 
Piiyate'  Ph  jaiciana  and  Sargeona,  a  bill  Biing  th< 


allon 


n  the 


pablic  atrrice,  waa  preaented  and  read 
imd  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  to  a  eom- 

Public  BnildingB,  a  Meaaage  fK>m  the  Pirerid«nt, 

tranamilting  the  Sanajor'a  report  of  the  - 

aald  Meaaage  and  report  relerred  to  a  com- 
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bill  reported,  making  appropriationa  filr  com- 
pleting the,  read  twice    -         .         .         .  S36 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -.       -  801 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted'     ~        -  303 
reported  without  amendment      ...  306 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa 
amended        ......  S07 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaiad  aa  amended  .  809 
a  committee  wu  appointed  to  inquire  into 

the  expenditarea  on  the  -        •        •        -  S39 

■  report  from  aaid  committee  waa  read        -  368 
PnUic  Landt,  a  Mil  to  eitend  the  time  fbr  m*k> 

ing  pajmonta  for,  paased         ...  463 

Qaorum.anintorehaogeefmeaaageBlwtween  the 

two  Houaei.  relating  to  the  formation  of  a  S,  10 
R. 
BMd.Philipt&onMsrjlBDdiaUndedinhiapluM       11 
■•liliaBa  Sorietiea,  a  bjil  to  provide  Ear  1^  imoer- 
potati0B  o(  in  the  Dktiiet  of  G^ambia, 
waa  read,  a  first  and  aeoond  time     •        -    338 
ordarad  to  a  third  iMdtag  .        .        •        .330 
read  a  third  lime,  and  pMMd     -        •        -    940 


Re*enn«  Cnttoia,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  R^tre- 
aenUtirea,  authoriiing  the  Preiident  to 
emplo;  an  additional  number  of^  waa  read    SM 
read  a  secood  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 


reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordend  to 

lie  for  coniideration        ...        .    ■ 
report  resumed,  and  further  poatponed        •    : 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  Bi  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  • 
the  Home  of  Seprsaenletivea  disagree  to  the 
first  amendment,  and  the  Benate  recede  - 
Hose,  Mr^  (Britiah  EnToj,)  Mr.  Ltojd  aubmit' 
ted  a  reaolution  requeitiag  the  Preudent 
to  eauae  to  be  laid  before  the  Senato  all  the 
correapondence  of,  with  the  Sscretaiy  of 
State,  or  an;  other  officer  of  this  Qorera- 
ment,  not  alraadf  comatonlcalad 
the  reaolution  waa  negatiTed 

a. 

Seamen,  lb.  8.  Smith's  character  of  American  - 
Mi.  Gregg  gave  notice  of  a  bill  authorizing 

the  President  to  call  into  service  a  1 

her  of,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  - 
M(.  Mitcbill  submittad  a  resolution  in 

tion  (0  sick  and  disabled  ... 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  th«re> 

on  appointed  ...... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled,  waa 

reported  and  read  . 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred  to  ■  coin- 

poatponed  Indefinitely 

a  bill  (nun  the  Honse  of  Rapresentatlvea  fbr 
the  relief  0^  read    ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  amended 
Senate,  meeting  of  the      - 

membera  in  attondance  at  the  meeting  of  the 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether 
the  Chamber  occupied  by  the,  ia  a  aafe 
place  of  meeting     -        .        -        .        . 

a  report  from  said  committee  read,  and  or. 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

on  motion  of  Mt.  Lloyd,  a  committee  wa* 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  Snrreyor  of 
tha  PnMie  Buildings  relaljve  to  Ihe  acoMn- 
modation  of  the,  at  their  neitseaaian      -    ' 

a  report  piesented  by  said  eoBinittae  -        •    ' 

it  waa  reaolved  Aat  the  Surrayor  afbteeaU 
oansa  the  Library  room  to  be  prepared  Aht 

the,  were  passed 

extra  aession  of  tita 4 

membera  present  at  extra  aesaion  of  Ihe  4CS,  4 
9et^,  Auguatin,  a  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Repr*. 

seolatiTes  for  the  relief  of  -  .  -  t 
read,  and  passed  to  a  sacond  reading  -  -  8 
read  a  aeoend  time,  a«d  referred  -  -9 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .....  s 
read  a  third  time,  aod  paased  -    S 

Ships  «f  War,  a  IsU  to  authorise  and  require  &a 

Preaident  to  .       /  -     . 

mediate  sen 


horise  and  require  &a 
10  tw  eqoippM,  f«r  i»- 


.dbyCoo^le 


INDEX. 

SenaU  Proceedingw  and  JMtalea. 


^of  War — conliDDeil.  Pa^ 

r»td  m  third  time,  recommtttad,  amended, 

and  ordeied  to  b«  enKroBsed  u  smeDded      MO 
it  vrai  then  nad  again        ....     240 
blanki  in  the  bill  filled,  and  Maied      •        -    Ml 
raturned  tram  the  Houae  ofHepTeMntatiTei 
with  amendments,  i*hich  were  concurred 


337 


Sinkintr  Pnod,  repoH  of  the  CommiaaionerB  of 

the 348 

Smith,  Mr.  8.,  attended  in  hii  place  •        .        -  11 
remarks  of,  inducing  Mr.  Llajd  to  give  hi* 

Tiewi  on  the  embargo    ....  39 

■peech  of,  in  reply  to  the  aima            -        -  35 
expltnatioD*  made  bj         -        -        -         40, 62 

apeech  of,  on  the  embargo  reaolntion  -         •  198 
appointment  of,  es  a  Teller  of  the  Electoral 


Stationery,  Mr.  Eeid  lubmitted  a  ruolution  that 
the  Secretary  provide,  of  domeatic  mann- 
factnre,  for  the  uae  of  the  Senate    • 
the  reiolution  modified  and  adopted    - 

Sterena,  Ebenezer,  and  othera,  merchanta  of  New 
York,  the  petitioni  of,  praying  permiiaion 
to  export  certain  merchandiae 

Snffivga,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaenta- 
tiie*  to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Indiana 
Territory,  read  three  time*  and  paiiwd    - 

St.  Clair,  Oeneral  Arthur,  the  memorwl  of,  waa 


S43 


Tqloi,  Lemuel,  and  others,  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing the  alteration  of  a  mail  route,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee      .        -        .        . 

Tobacco,  tranait  doty  exacted  by  Great  Britain 


I'rading-Honse^  a  bill  to  eat&blisb,  with  the  In- 
dian tribeiB,  read  twice  .  -  -  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        - 

Treasurer,  the  general  accounla  of  the,  preiented 

Treasutj,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  to  estabhsh  the  De- 
partment       ...... 

lYeasnry,  War  and  Navy  Departments,  ■  toll 
fnithel  to  amend  the  leveral  acta  for  the 
eatablisbment  and  regulation  of  the,  pre* 
aented  and  read  twice  >  -  .  - 
Mr.  Oilea  submitted  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to 
thia  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
the  bill  was  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

read  a  tturd  time,  and  passed  u  amended   - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rcpr(MD(*ti*ea,  on 
1  three  time*,  and 


»  aulgect,  read  t 


nmpike,  ttie   memorial   of  the  PhiladetpluB, 

Brandywine,  and  New  London  Company, 

praying  the    aaalBtMice  and  support  of 

Congress,  was  read         .        .        ■        ■ 

notice  of  a  bill  lo  establish  a,  from  Mason's 

Causeway  to  Alexandria         •        -        -     : 
a  Utl  to  that  effect  piesenled  and  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  la  a  eom- 


l^orted  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        • 
i««d  a  thitd  lime,  and  pawed  ai 


Vice  Preaident,  retirement  of  the,  from  the  Sen- 
ate          * 

Villard,  Andrew  J.,  notice  of  a  bill  to  reward,  lor 

a  bill  to  that  effect  praeentcd  and  read 
read  a  second  time     -....' 
referred  to  a  committee       .        .        .        .       < 
an  amendment  reported,  and  ordered  to  lie 

'    ordered  to  a  third  reading  bb  amended        -     1' 
read  a  third  lime,  anil  psiaed       ■  -  •     X 

the  title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed  -    Si 

Votes,  a  joint  committee  was  appointed  to  re- 

Krt  B  mode  of  counting  the  electoral,  tat 
esident  and  Vice  Freiident  -        -    Si 

notice  that  the  House  of  RepresenlalrTes 
have  appointed  the  aame  on  their  part    -    34: 

a  readlotion  in  part  reported       -        -        -    It 

notice  from  the  House  of  HepresenlatiTea  el 
their  appointment  of  Tellers  -        -        -    31 

«  message  ^am  the  Senate  that  Ihej  are 
ready  to  receive  the  Senate  in  their  Cham- 
ber        -        - « 

ceremony  of  counting  the  -        -        -        -    M 
W. 
Wadiington,  the  City  of,  ■  bill  from  the  Houas 
of  R^reeentatiTas  to  anthoriie  the  cnbdi- 
TJaion  of  squares  and  lots  in    -        -        -    U 

read  tirics,  and  referred  to  ■  committee       -    IS 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -  -       -    M 

Tsad  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    30 

a  bill  lo  incorpoivte  «  canal  company  in, 
was  presented  and  read  -    34 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordcnd  to  a  thiid 

read  «  third  time,  and  paaeed     -        -        ■    S' 
White,  Mr.,  apeech  oC  on  the  embargo  resolntion      1 
on  the  bill  to  enforce  the  laws  lajinc  an  em- 
bargo      3 

the  credentiala  ot,  read  and  orderod  to  be 

filed a 

eertificata  of  the  appointment  of         -        -    31 
White,  William,   and  other*,   a   biD    bom  lb 

House  of  Hepreseotatiies  fiir  roliar  of     -    % 
read,  and  paned  to  a  aecond  reading  -    1 

read  a  second  time,  and  refBired  lo  a  com- 
mttlee    -------S 

reported  without  amendment      •        •         -    ! 
the  bill  recommitted  -        -        -        -         -    t 

Whitlemore,  Amos  and  William,  a  bill  Crom  tLe 
Honse  of  RepresentBii>ea  to  extend  >  pat- 
mt  right  to,  read  twice,  aikd  referred  to  a 
committee      ...        -         -         -    ' 
reported  without  amendmenta,  read  »  third 
lime  and  passed     ...        -         -    ' 
Y. 
Yeas  and  Nay*,  on  a  motion  to  refer  Mr.  HiU- 

honae's  embar^  resolntion     -        -  -    ' 

on  the  question  of  sgreeing  lo  add  TCMtln- 


on  postponing  the  bill  making  further  pro- 

Tiaion  for  enforcing  the  embargo  lair 
on  the  &Bti  parage  of  the  said  bill- 
on amending  the  bill  authoriting  an  addli- 

tional  number  of  Naiy  officcra,  Ajc 
on  amending  the  bill  Ibt  repairing  and  tmn- 
pleting  the  public  buildings     .        -  . 


dovGoo^le 


INDEX. 

ifouK  Proeeedmgt  oMd  Debatet, 


Y«u  tnd  N*;* — eootinned.  P*g«. 

on  the  Twolutioti  calling  tar  ■  espj  of  Mt. 

Row's  coirrapondencc    ....    310 
OB  ■nuinding'  Ue  aiMndment  of  the  Houoa 
of  Rcpr««MiUtiTO«  to  the  biU  enfOTdns  the 
embkiKO  ....       Sll,  318,  S19 

f  the  bill  to  establiib  k  tmifonn 


on  an  UDeDdment  to  the  bill  making  farther 
prorieion  for  tha  Cotpe  of  Engineeis        .    < 

a  motian  to  recede  from  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  EODceming  augmentation  of  the 

Narr 


nn  adheiing  to  thii  amendment 

on  amending  the  bill  relating  to  Iha  Cheee- 

peake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
M  a  mottOD  to  amend  Mr.  Qilea'a  embargo 

naolution       ...... 


¥«•>  and  Naja— conlintieiL  Page. 

on  tha  paacage  of  the  laid  rewlntion  •'  .  409 
on  amending  the  bill  Tor  increaaing  the  Ma> 

rine  Corps     ......    410 

on  amending  the  non-intercoune  bill  .    ilS 

on  the  final  pawage  of  nid  bill  .  ^  •  .  436 
on  amending  the  bill  to  impoie  additional 

dutiea,  dec  -..-..  437 
on  the  question  of  taking  the  jeas  and  nays 

on  the  pBHHge  of  Mid  bit!  ...  443 
OD  amending  the  bill  relating  to  the  Treaa. 

uTj,  War,  and  Nstj  Deparlmenli  -  -  4&1 
on  agreeing  tu  the  House  amendment  of  the 

non-inlercourH  bill  .         •  .      4S1, 40S 

on  amending  the  bill  from  the  House  of 

Hepresentatiiei  making  appr<^riations  for 

■Qpport  oftbe  Militar;Establishmentand 

Mavj 661 

on  passing  the  bill  to  impose  additional  dn- 

tiee  as  amended  .  .  .  .  ,  454 
on  insisting  on  their  amendments  to  the  bill 

for  Boppotl  of  the  Military  Establishment 

andNsTj 4es 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


A.  Pago. 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  slaudiug  commit. 

teaof     .        .        .  .        .        -    473 

Additional  Datiei,  a  bill  for  imposing,  presented, 

read  twice,  and  comDiitlod      ...  lOTO 

M*eral  amendments  made,  and  progress  re- 
ported     1436 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1443 

raad  the  third  time,  and  psMed  .        -        -  144S 
Additittial  Military  Force,  a  resolution  was  re- 
ported from  a  oommittee  of  the  President'! 
Messsige,  thatitiaeipedienttoraiwi  an  -    910 

the  resolution  was  refemd  ta  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole         .        -        -      .-        -    Sll 

debate  thereon  in  said  committee        .        .    046 

tha  Meolutian  adopted  -        .968 

the  C(»amittee  on  the  Military  and  Naial 
EstabliAmenia  oideied  to  bring  in  a  biU 
pursuant  to  said  resolution      ...     9119 

a  bill  prenaled  aa  ordered,  raad  twice,  and 
committed      .-.-.-  lOiC 

rspoitod  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  .....  I16B 

teail  the  third  time,  and  debalo  on  its  paa- 
■>g« 1192 

adjournment  of  the  House  without  tAking  a 
questian         ......  1807 

debate  on  the  passage  resumed  -  1206 

another  adjournment  without  taking  any 
qnestion 13S9 

(The  bill  was  not  again  taken  np.) 
Administration,   snndry  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  approving  the 
measnroa  of  the,  ware  eomnnnicatad  by 


Alabama  Indians,  the  President  commnnieated  ■ 
letter  from  Governor  Claiborne  on  the 
subject  of  a  small  tribe  of,  which  vas  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    946 

a  bill  &om  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 

read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .        .        -        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

the  act  approved        ... 
Alexander,  Evan,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared  in 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  smeDdmant  to 
the  bill  for  increasing  the  Navy 


1498 
1S03 
18M 


1601 


Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  the  petition  of 
(he  Common  Conndl  of,  relative  to  in. 
speetions,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia    -        .        -I 

a  bill  suppIemetitBry  to  the  act  establishing 
the  Turnpike  Company  of,  was  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -        -        -        -    ) 

a  bill  to  aathoriM  a  lottery  for  building  a 
chnn^  in,  was  read  twice,  and  committed     BSO 

a  bill  sapplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the 
charter  of,  was  read  tvnee,  and  oommitted    B8S 
Alaton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  fixing  *  dty  to  eon- 

uder  the  embargo  resolution   -        -     475,  477 

on  a  lefBrencc  cd'  one  of  Mr.  Macon's  reso- 
lutions   *M 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  an  additional  num- 
ber of  revenne  cutters fi3S 

,  speech  of,  on  the  belligeient  edicts      .        -    666 
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INDEX. 


AWoB,  Mr.,  rsmarka  of— coBtiniied.  P»f- 

on  the  Senate'i  utMndniwili  to  the  btU  br 
iiurauiDg  the  Nitj       ,        .        .        h  1058 

on  Mr.  Nichdai'i  reMlotion  far  repeal  of  the 

embargo 1HI3 

on  the  non-intBTconTM  bin    •     1460,  IMS,  1601 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  Ibr  compUling 

the  wing!  of  the  CspiUil         -  -         -  1646 

on  kii  motion  to  reject  the  SenaEa  bill,  COD- 
cemiDg  the  Depaitmenta        -        .        -  1664 

on    teeeding    fiaai    diHgreeisent    U>    the 

amendments  of  ^a  SenUe  to  the  Ull  re- 

lalilig  to  eipenditDrea  of  ibe  Wm  add 

Nary  Departmeota         ....  1580 

Annapolim,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the 

mail  route  between  Rockhall  and    ■        •    816 

read  twice,  and  committed  to  Committee  on 

P«l  OBicei  and  Post  Rdadi  ■  -         -     655 

Arming  and  equipping  merchant  TEHcIa,  a  reao- 
lation  anthoiiiiag  the,  againit  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  woa  referred  to  the  Com' 
mtttM  on  Foreign  RaUliona  -        -        -    406 
AnDBtrong,  General  John,   correapondence   of, 

with  Mr.  Pinkney  ....  tSiB 

cOTTeapondenca  of,  with  Jamei  Monroe        -  165S 

correapondenceofiwith  Mr.  Madi ion,  1667,  1660, 

1666,  IC67, 166S,  1669,  1672,  1673,  1674, 1ST6. 

16TB,  1683,  1684,  176S 

eorreapondanca  of,  with    H.   Champagnj,   1668, 

166B,  1660,1661,1666,  16SS,  1676,1670,1680, 

1603 

coireapondeoc*  of,  with  M.  Regoier,  Proco- 
reur  General  of  the  Council  of  Prixea     -  1669 
Anna,  Amm'unition,  &e,,  a  committee  wa*  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  eipedieni^  of 
piolubitJDg  the  exportation  of         •        -  1536 

a  bill  waa  reported  bj  aaid  committee  to  pro- 
hibit tfan  exportation  of,  which  wa«  read 
twice,  and  rebired  to  a  Committee  of  the 
WhoU 163« 

aaid  Committee  atruck  out  the  firat  lection 
of  the  bill,  which  the  Home  concurred  in  1646 
An»j  of  the  United  Statea,  Mr.  Van  D;ke  aob- 
mitted  ■  reaolution,  requeating  the  Pieai- 
dent  ta  cauw  a  list  of  officera,  &&,  be- 
longing to  the,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Houie,  which  waa  not  agreed  to      -        -  lOM 


icon,  Mr.,  retnarka  of,  on  the  ediete  of  Fi 
and  Great  Britain  -        .        .        . 
apoach  of,  on  the  same  aabject   - 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign 


le  proposed  ei 


n  of  Congren 
ta  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
g  the  Nary 
oD  the  motion  to  print  certain  papera 
apeach  of,  on  the  bill  to  altar  the  time  of  the 
next  isMting  of  Congreaa  ■  .  - 
on  the  lull  rclatiog  to  volonteera 
on  Mr,  Qaincj's  reaolution  relating  to  the 
eollecloraliip  of  Bail«n  .        .        - 

inti«dacto(7  of  a  reaolution  relating  to  do- 
fenaiTe  maiilima  war      .        .        .        - 
on  tho  reaolution  to  prepare  tat  war    • 
rwnuka  of,  on  the  non-intercouraa  bill,  IMO, 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Maeaaehiuwtla  m«- 

on  th*  bill  relating  to  foreign  Hcenaea  • 


•  biafaitbaraliif(<p„ 


Baillie,  AlaaaBte,* 

Balaneaa,  the  Btmtmij  of  tha  Tmnn  b^  '" 

niUtA  aaiBlamanta(;oa.dNM«M>^ 

prior  IS  the  30th  of  Jane,  1B(N  .  |j| 

Barbaij  POweia,  a  bill  to  onuiiHi  in  fam  |||, 

fint  aectioB  of  the  act  to  jnUa^e^ 

meice  and  aaaman  of  lb*  Uailtl  ju^n 

.  Bgainat  lbs,  read  twice,  and  «—■ -j^tl  -  H 

otdered  to  a  third  tsading  -       -      -     ■  li 

read  tha  third  time,  and  paid  -      •     ■  V 


Banila,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oC  inmM 

read  Iwies,  and  eamaiiiied  ■     ■MB 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiatd  -     •    -lUt 
Baaaett,  Mr.,  remarka  of.  on  tha  Ui  fiwfo 

Benata  to  enforce  tha  enibai*  .  W 

reaarka  at,  on  the  noo-intarcoeM  hU     .  m 
BftReriea,  Mi.  Van  Dyke  aobmiUai  a  kkUm 
for  the  erection  a(  for  tha  pteuHiM  <f 

Wilmington m 

the  reaolution  not  agreed  to       •      •     ■  UN 
Battnre,  two  memoriala  on  tha  nibjectodk, 

were  preaented  and  re&nei  -      •     ■  WN 

Baamont,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  rdiif  ot  (m- 

priaonnl    for    a    penalty  dng  Ibi  Uslii 

States,)  read  twice  -      ■     -  WTT 

Ttad  the  third  ttoie,  and  paaed  -      -     -  IW 

Baanmaidiaia,  the  papori  relaliiig  to  dwdni 

of;  referred  to  die  CommiOM  of  CUa  ■  ttt 
Beaumont,  Richard,  a  bill  te  tba  idiifulnid 

twice,  and  canunitte^  •  ■  •  ■  til 
Belligerent  Orders  and  Decieca,  ■  nailnin 
adopted,  raqoealfag  the  fmimtl»am 
to  be  laid  before  the  Uona,  capitrfil, 
•fleeting  neotral  rigbta,  in.  •  .  -  Ui 
a  Meaaaga  &om  the  neaidval  ia  r(|l;,  «■ 
dered  (o  b«  prjnlad  .      .     .  W 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  bill  la  dtpnn  Ik 
TerritoTial  Govemeraof  the  fnmtlj^ 
roguing,  dec-  -        -       -       -      ■  HI,  SO) 
on  the  MI)  for  altering  the  tiaa  fdrlkMn 

maeting  of  Confreaa  ■     -  IW 

OD  tbe  iHni-intAnmiiBe  biU  ■       144l^ltn,lW 
BlacU0dge,Mr.,rMaarkao(oa&a  USuiltarif 
ingaa  additional  number  of  lamaai*- 


Blockade  of  Copenhafon,  notiee  b;  lit.  Cu- 

ning  to  Mr.  Plnknef  of  Ih*  -  -  -  lli 
of  the  ManntiiM  andBewtoaUH'  -IW 
of  the  liTera  Elbv,  Em^  and  V/mm,  (mdi- 

nation  of,  by  tha  E^orOisatBrtui  •  W 
general,  of  all  the  pMta  of  Franca  aid  a«- 
triea  in  aHiaiHW  with  hn        .      ■     ■  IW 
Uonnt,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  SeaalaUIUw- 

Ibrca  the  enbajgo  -  *. .  '  " 

on  tha  amount  of  appopriatian  hrrtfrnraf 

frigatea " 

Bonds,  tha  Committee  of  Commeica  aid  Maa- 
foctnraa  were  itutructad  to  iBfiim  ■■>• 
the  eipadknar  ofamawdhg  Ihi  Uvnir 
ting  to,  required  fbranroUad  veoili  ~ '" 
Bord,  Mr.,  remuka  of;  on  tha  noiHBlMnw 
bUI 
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to  «J1  Cl_ „ 

Ikidon  thaUbls 1173 

Brawni  R«T.  O.  B.,  tHaOMm  at  ths,  h  ChapUa  US 
Buiwell,  Mr.,  ramarka  of;  introducbu;  ola.  teto- 

latiaii  to  c«ll  foi  eopio  of  bdligf  i«ot  dB- 

cTeu,A«. *81 

■paeoh  of;  on  tha  MMnd  reaolulion  of  th« 

Committee  of  Foreign  Relitioiu  ■  -  613 
remvlu  of,  inimdoctorf  of  a  rcMlulian  of 

inqnirj  inio  the  domMtie  muinlkelure  of 

■Bit 806 

OB.  the  anwndnMUtaofthaSaitata  tothabill 

for  incroaaing  the  Na^y  ...  1060 

on  the  bill  for  raUef  of  diitreved  aMuen  -  1073 
on  hU  motion  to  print  G,000  copiea  of  tbe 

Moaage  and  dociunenti  tODching  ooi  fot- 

000  rela^nni  .  .  .  ,  .  lOBO 
on  the  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  boUing 

the  D«it  iMaian  of  CongKN*  ...  HOI 
OB  Mi.  Qainej'e  reaolation  ooDMniiiic  <be 

coUectanhip  of  Boiton  -  -  -  -  1178 
■peed)  of,  on  resolnlion  to  prepare  da.  Kal  1ST8 
reanarke  at  on  hia  reaotntion  lelatiag  to  tha 

PiendeDtiai  eleebon  ....  1ST7 
on  the  bill  relating  to  foieigo  licauea  -  1G66 

on  the  bill  to  immmm  the  Marine  Corpn     .  1660 


Campbell,  O-  W.,reniaika  et,  on  Mi.  EUiof* 
adl  for  eortain  papers  islating  to  the  em- 
bargo      

on  Mr.  BunuH'e  rewlation  calling  fin  copiea 
of  baUigerent  dacreea      .... 

■peech.of,  on  the  edicta  of  Great Britai* and 

on  the  fitat  reairiutios  of  the  Conunitlae  ot 
Foreign  Helationi  .... 

repelling  a  durge.  of  Mr.  Qoin^jigunattbe 
majoritj         ...... 

<*      lanarbi  of,  on  thi*  bill  bt  aa  eitoa  aaatlon 

ofCongrMt 1018,1102 

on  the  Senala'a  anfendmenta  to  Ib4  bill  for 
arming  and  aqoipping  veaaela,  Ac.    1031,  1016, 
1049,  10»S 
■paech  o^  on  Uia  bill  providing  for  aw  extra 
aeanoA  of  Coagr«aa        .        .        -        . 
on  the  non-inteiconne  bill  -        - 1476, 1499 

Campbell,  John,  of  Hairland,  awMnd  and  look 

hiaaeat 481 

Caoning,  Geotga,  note  from,  to  Mr>  Pinkney.    -  1607, 
1739 
ckcolai  ftddmaed  l«  Hiniatefa  in  London, 

bj -        -  1711 

Capitot,  a  bill  from  thaSanata  for  completing  Ibo 

winga  of  the  ---.--  1039 
read  tiricB,  and  coioaiitted  ...  1040 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  1H7 

the  act  approved        .....  1BS6 
CarondoleV  Canal,  ■  bill  from  the  Sanals  ipaking 
a^K^iiatiaaB  for  deepaaing  and.  ailanil- 
ing,  to  th*Mi«nanppi  river    .  .1170 

indefiiiitdT  poi^oed        ....  1241 
Cataifba  and  WaMne  Rivera,  r^oit  on  the  pe- 
tili(»l  of  a  companj  lor  opening  tha  naivi- 
gationof        -        -        •        •    ,    -        -  11S4 
Ch^laina,  a  joint  reaolalJOD  of  A*  Sienala  Vt 

appoint  t«or^:«il.tst   .....    471 


PW. 
OhMapeake  and  Delaware  Canal   Companj,  a 
bjU  from  the  Senate  to  aulhorixs  the  lale 
andgiantof  land  to  the  -        -        -1319 

road  twice,  and  committed  -  '"" 

postpoQed  indofinileJy 
Chittenden,  Mr.,  remark*  af^  introdaciog  a  r^eo- 
lution  to  repeal  the  ambaigo    ... 
Circtiil  Courti,  a  committee  appointed  to  con- 
eider  v>li«ther  any,  and  what,  amendiDenta 
are  neceaaarj  in  the  act  eatabliahing,  Sk. 
a  bill  in  relation  to,  praaanted,  read  twic^ 

and  commilled        ....        -     S69 
the  commiltee  diachaiged  &om  ita  furthar 

coDiideiation 1S08 

hill  from  the  Senate  lupplamentary  to  the 


actu 
rtad  three  limei, 
the  act  approved 
Ctaimi,  'appointment  of  the  atanding  CMnioittea 


1170 

isor 

1810 
47S 


1583 


16*9 


Claikaoa'e  Hialory  of  Slavery,  pieaanled  for  de- 
poaite  in  the  Library  of  Congieea    - 

Olalton,  Thoiuaa  and  Jamea,  an  allowatiM  tc 
eadi  of  on*  hundred  dallara  authorized    - 

Clay,  MatthoK,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

runarki  of,  on  tbe  bill  aupplemantary  to 
act  eatabliabing  certain  couita 

Clay,  JoatpW  the  reaigaalion  of;  commanicatad 

by  tbe  Goremor  of  Penniylvania    -        '     id 

Clintoo,  0«orge,  daolared  to  be  elected  Vice  Pra- 

lident  of  the  United  Btatea      •        •  1416 

CloptoB,  Mr.,  ipeech  of,  on  the  edieta  of  Franco 

■nd  Great  Britain         ,  -        -        -        -691 
•paecb  a(  on  the  non-intercoiuaa  bill  '  146^ 

Closed  dooia,  on  niatian  of  Mr>  Randolph  the 

Houae  went  into  sesaion  vrith         -        -    6)0 

Oochisne,  Rear  Admiral  of  tlie  Red,  inatnictiona 

of;  to  hia  commanders    .        -        .        .  1737 

ODlleetorship  of  Boaton,  Mr.  Quincy  aubmitted 
too  reaojutLooa  relatiog  to  tbe,  which  the 
Houaa  ^raed  to  couaider  ...  1176 
M|[>  Qnincjf  mpvad  thattbej  lie  on  tbe  table 
until  lo-raorrow  and  be  printed,  an.wbich 
moticn  a  discussion  took  place  •  -  1176 
tbe  reaolHtiooaivere  rejected,  one  yea  to  ona 
hnedted  and  aevenuen  naya  .        -        -  IIBS 

ComoMBoe  a^d  Maaufaclurea,  appointment  of  tbe 

ataauiiag  committee  of    ....    .473 

Commutaliou  Pay,  memoijala  of  sundry  offi- 
cer!, residing  in  Ohio  and  PennayliiuuB, 
who  served  in  the  war  of  tbe  ReiolutinB, 
praying  relief  for  loaaea  sustaiued  bv,  -  818 
memorials  of  sundry  officers  of  the  Maata- 
chuaetta,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Hortb 
Carolina  lines  .  .  -  .  .  76S 
memoijwl  ofaliDdlj  offioeia  of  the  Neja  Tork 


the  memoriela  all  refiured  to 


813 
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a  petition  of  those  wlia  acrved  in  the  Dela- 
ware line,  referred  to  the  same        -        -    981 

memarinl  ofaondr;  officera  of  tbeVirfiBin, 
tit}*,  referred  to  the  same        -        .        •  1040 

mvnoriale  otsundry  officers  of  the  New  Yor^ 
and  Maryland  linei,  referred  to  the  aame  1049 
CongMH,  Hi.  Haulia  aubmitted  •  reaotntion  foi 
a  eommittee  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedient 
afpiovidingbyUwfi)raneitraHsaeD,(£  1016 
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Congrau — continued.  Page. 

the  reaolntian  adopted        ....  IMO 

the  camtnities  repoited  a  bill  to  liter  the 

lime,  &e.,  &c.,  which  w»  tifice  read  and 

committed  -      ' .        .        -        .  lOM 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  -        .  I16S 

the  act  approced 1608 

letum  of  memben  elected  in  PennijlTania 

for  the  ne«   - 1M9 

CoiuuIb  of  the  French  Republic,  decree  of  the, 

concerning  neatral  veiaela      ...  1749 
Contingent  Fund,  the  PreBideiit  trantmitted  an 


Cook,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  the  belligerent  edict*    CM 
on  the  bill  to  imptwa  additional  dntie*  -  1441 

on  the  Don-intercoune  bill         14S8,  1616,  1641 
on  the  amendmentiof  the  Senate  to  the  bill 

incrtaaing  the  NaT;       1033,  1033,  1043,'  1046 

00  the  motion  to  print  eettain  papira  •  1090 

on  ths  bill  to  incieaae  the  naral  bres  .  1166 

apeech  of,  on  Mr.  nicholaa'a  reeolation       .  1248 

Cotton,  Daniel,  ■  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  -    fiOO 
the  report  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  of 

Claima  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill      -        •     90S 
BbUI  for  relief  of,  preiei](«d,  read  tirice,  and 

eommitted      ----..    got 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  ...  143S 

Conit*  of  South  Carolina,  a  bill  to  alter  (he  time 

and  manner  of  balding  the,  read   three 

timet  and  paued    ■        .        ~        .        .  luo 

Crimes,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to  Inqaire 

l*hether  any  and  what  amandmenta  are 

neceaiar;  in  the  act  to  puniah  certain, 

againat  the  United  Statea        .        -        . 

Colpeper,  Mr.,  apeech  0^  on  non-interconne  bill    14S4 

Cumberland  Hoad,  the  President  tranimitted  the 

report  of  the  Comminnoneiaof  the,  which 

WW  referred  to  a  aelect  committee  - 

another  Meaaage  Irom  the  aamc  iTttaaimilar- 

I7  referred 1431 

petition  of  anndry  inhabitanta  of  Virginia 

relating  to  the,  referred  to  the  eame         -  1433 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  laying  out 
and  making  the,  read  twice,  and  commit. 

ted 1441 

the  report  of  the  CommlMionera  of  the       -  1T8S 
Coitomi,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man. 
ulaclurea  were  inalructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther an;  amendment  ought  to  he  made  to 
the  law  relative  to  compenaatioQ  of  the 


Dana,  Mr.,  remarka  of^—coatinaed.  Page, 

on  the  bill  from  (b»  Senate  t«  eafbrce  Oe 

embargo  lawi         .....    fgg 
on  the  bill  to  pronde  for  an  extra  aeaatoD  of 

Congreaa 1037,  lots 

on  bia  reaolntion  relating  to  nsTigatioa  lawa  lOM 
on  the  amendmente  of  the  Senate  to  the 
UUbrincreuingthe  NaT;     -         1093,1013, 
1044,  1046,  1041, 1068 
apeech  of,  on  the  Teaolutjon  for  making  pre- 

parationa  for  war    .....  ]JM 

on  the  reaolnlion  of  Mr.  Nidi^ae         1391, 1X0; 

1138,  mi 

remark!  of,  on  the  non4DteroanTae  bill  1447, 150T 

on  Mr.  Bacon'a  resrintion  relatutg  to  dtAo- 

11»1 


officera  of  the 
a  bill  authorizing  credit  to  be  giTen  to  cer- 
tain eoUactora  of  the,  waa  read  twice  and 
committed      ......  1439 


Duia,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  ffiing  a  day  to  oon- 

aider  the  embargo  reaolution  -        -        -     476 

on  Mr.  Elliot's  reaolntion  to  call  for  copiea 
of  initructians  relitife  to  the  embargo    -    479 

on  referring  a  resolation  touching  tiie  same 
aabject 499 

on  the  bill  authorizing  an  additional  num- 
ber of  rcTenue  cnttera    -        -      63I,63S,  636 

on  die  edicla  of  France  and  Great  Britain  -   647, 
648 

on  hia  motion  to  refer  the  reaohitioa  for  arm. 
ing  the  merchant  Tcaaeli  to  a  aelect  com- 
Buttea 900 


in  ei[danation  of  hia  1^1  cononning  lb* 
nangation  laws      .....  1431 
Dardln,  Amay,  Mr.  Ohtdaon  presented  tba  peti- 
tion vf,  which  was  reftrred  to  the  Can- 
mittee  of  Claim*    •        -        -        -       •   HI 
DaTenpoit,  Hr.,  lemarka  oC,  an  an  orAmt  rdatiBg 

to  the  connt  of  electoral  *otea  -       -  1431 

Dawaon.  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  Gnt  reaolntien  of 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  RetsiioD*      -   Kl 
remark*  o^  on  the  Senate  knundnaUi  ta 

the  bill  increaaing  the  ^aT;    ...  lots 
on  the  Don-intercanrse  bill  ...  iu6 

Debentures,  a  failt  anthorixing  the  iaaue  of,  in 

certain  eaaaa,  read  twice,  and  committed  .    KA 
Defotuire  Maritime  War,  Mr.  Bacon  submitled 

a  toEolatiOD  on  the  tnbjeet  of         -       .  IJSf 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Mr. 
Nicholaa't  resalntion      .        -        -       .  iisi 
Delaware  and  Cheaapeake  Canal  Compm;,  in. 
definite  postponement  of  the  bill  relating 

to  the \5Sa 

Depaitmeats,  a  bill  farther  to  amend  the  asTiinl 
ads  to  establish  the  Treaanry,  War,  and 
NaT;,  and  for  other  purpose*,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  i4S7 
read  the  third  time,  arkd  pasaed  ...  ifin 
lelumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendBcnta  1^41 
a  blli  to  the  aame  eSect  &qm  the  SUuls      .  1G4< 
read  three  timea,  and  passed       ...  16T6 
the  act  approved        .....  ig)t 
Desha,  Mr.,  remark*  of,  on  the  hit!  to  sodioiin 

an  additional  number  of  reTenne  catlen    613 
speech  of,  on  the  reaolDtiao*  of  the  Com. 
miltee  of  Foreign  Helationa  -         -        -    TJi 
Diaabled  Soldiers,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  proriding  by 
law  for  the  relief  of  ReTolntionao;  .         .    SN 
Diabnraement  of  Public  Moae;a,  Mr.  Rsndoiph 
anbmittad  a  resolution  for  a  eommitnie  ta 
inquire  into  the,  by  the  War  Dcpaitment, 
contrai;  to  law,  dec,  whii^  waa  adopted, 
and  a  select  committee  appnnted     .         -  1331 
1  report  from  said  committee,  with  docu- 
ment*  accompanying  it,  oidered    to   be 

printed IMS 

Distreaaed  Seaman,  the  Committea  of  Com- 
merce and  MaRahctnie*  were  inatmcfad 
to  inqaire  into  the  piopnety  of  providing 
by  law  tor  the  relief  of    .        -  .         .    Vlt 

a  lull  presented  by  said  oommittee,   read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committoa  of 

the  Whole 981 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       --  .         .  ]07f 

read  the  third  time,  and  pased  -  .         .  itiT 
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Dklriet  of  Columbia,  ippoiBlniBnt  et  tha  stmad- 

iOK  commiltiB  of  Um      -        -        -        -    4T7 

Nid  committae  ini^ctad  to  inquira  whM 
UDsndjncllti  tre  neceuary  in  the  act  con- 
ceming  thn -  1043 

«  bill  coDcemiDK  the  cirenit  and  dbtrict 
coarta  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  IIB3 
Docnmenta,  &c.,  the  Committee  on  Poit  Offie«a 
and  pMt  Road*  were  inalructed  to  inquire 
into  tha  ripedieoey  of  providing  bj  law 
for  the  traniportation  of  certain,  ij  mail, 


(aid  committee  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect, 
wbich  na>  tnice  reud,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reeding  -        -        ,        ,        .    487 

■notbcr  bill  &am  the  aame  comniittee  to  aD- 
thoriie  the  convejance  by%iail  of  certain, 
free  of  postage,  ira*  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  rcHding  ■        ...    BOl 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed   -        .        .    910 
a  resolution  to  euppl;  each  member  with 

one  cop;  of  all  puuic    •        ■        •        -    753 
another  bill  to  authorize  the  trannnlBMon  by 
mul  of  certain,  tree  of  postage,  waa  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  *  third  reading       -    HB 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  ■        ■        ■    969 

the  act  apprOTed 1797 

Dwelt,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  foreign  licenae 

bUI 941,943 

on  the  bill  to  prOTJde  for  an  extra  aeeeion    -  1037, 
11C« 
on  the  Senate  amendmenta  to  the  hill  for 

inereaiing  the  Navy       -        -        -  1038,  lOM 

on  Mr.  Nichotaa'a  reioliition       -    '     -  -  1343 

apeecb  of,  on  the  same       ....  1311 

on  the  MaHBchueetta  memorial  -        -  1638 

Datiea  and  Drawbacka,  a   itatement  from  tbe 

Treeaar?    Department,    eihibiting    the 

amount  uf,  for  three  year*  .        •  1089 


EUctioiu,  appointment  of  the  tianiting  o 


torafVota; 


47a 
rt  from  *aid  commitloa      -        -        .     esi 
d  Votai,  Hr-  Nicholaa  aubmitted  an  order 
m  relation  to  the  count  of       -        -        •  1433 

which  waa  agreed  to  ....  1434 

reception  of  tbe  Senate  in  the  Kepreaonta- 
tiTcs' Chamber  to  witneaa  the  count  of    •  1434 

atalemenl  of  the,  ai  announced  by  the  Prea- 
ident^tv  ttmport  of  tha  Senate     -        •  14S6 

it  na*  moied  by  Mr.  Macon  that  a  letter 
bom  Mr.  Walton,  one  of  the  Kantncky 
Electors  prerented  from  attending  the  Col- 
lege of  Electors,  be  entered  on  the  Jour, 
nal  aa  a  precedent  to  show  why  one  of 
the,  was  deBcient,  which  motion  after  dis- 
cussion was  oegatiTcd  ....  1436 
Elacton  of  Preaident  and  Vice  Praaidant,  a  i^t- 
reaenlatiiHi  was  preaenlad  from  auitdty 
inh^tanta  of  MasaaehtMelts,  atating  the 
nneonstitu  tonality  in  the  appointisenl  o!, 
by  the  I.egi*Utuie  »f  said  State     - 

«  aimilar  repraaaptation  btim  otter  inhabt- 
tanta  of  the  same  Sute  -        .  1041, 

Hr.  Bacon  aabmitlad  a 
tion  to  said  memorials 

whidi  waa  acned  |« 


.      •    473 

Elliot,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  On  flxing  a  day  to  con- 
sider the  embargo  readution    -        .        ■    478 

on  hia  reaolution  calling  for  copies  of  in- 
stmctions  to  collectors  in  relation  to  Oie 
eiecatioD  of  the  embargo  lawa        -        .    479 

on  the  Ull  to  autheriie  an  additional  nnm> 
ber  of  rerenue  cnttera    -        -        -        -    633 

on  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  enforce  tha 

embargo  laws  ....      9BS,  994  *• 

Embargo,  Mr.  Chittenden  anbmitted  a  reaolntion 

to  repeal  the  several  acta  laying  an  -    474 

the  resolutiDn  refoired  to  a  Comoiittee  of 
the  Whole 476 

a  debate  thereon         .....    980 

ordered,  with  others  to  the  same  effect,  to  lie 
ontheUbla 983 

Mi.  Elliot  submitted  a  reaolutioa  calling  for 
copies  of  instructions  to  coUectoia  and 
othara  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the, 
laws 47S 

ordered  to  tie  on  tbe  taUe  -        ■        -    4m 

the  resolution  adopted        .        -        .        .    483 

■  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  antwer  to  this  resolution    ...  1171 

on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  O.  Jackaon.reaolred  that 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  mare  ef- 
fectually elecuting  tbe  lawa  laying  an,  &e.    4SX 

Mr.  Mumlbril  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
partial  repeal  of  the.  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -        .     '~* 

a  petition  from  citiiens  of  Dutchess  coanty. 
New  York,  pnying  a  repeal  of  the,  wsa' 
Teterred  to  the  same  committee 

anndry  aimilar  pelitiotiB  from  H^aaa 


referred 

Mr.  Macon  lubmitted  a  resolution  to 
the  acts  relating  to  the    - 

which  reaolution  waa  agreed  to  - 

sundry  petitions  for  repeal  from  Ontario 
ootinty.  New  York,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  haTing  under  cou' 
ddaration  Mr.  Chittenden's  reaolntion 

aondiy  petitiona  to  tbe  aame  e^ct  from  Suf- 
folk coun^,  New  Yoric,  refarred  to  the 


t  efbctnallj  to 


a  trill  from  the  Senate  m< 
enfbrce  the    - 

read  twice,  and  com  milled 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  di*ehat|;ed,  and 
the  bill  referred  to  a  select  committee 

rqnrted  by  aaid  cMnmittee  with  amend- 
menia,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  .... 

the  ameDdmenta  reported  by  the  select  1 
mittee  were  sererally  agreed  to 

debate  on  the  bill  and  amendmcnta     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        ■ 

read  the  third  time,  and  p 

the  act  approied 

Mr.  Gardner  oBetvd  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  which  waadeclarsd  out  of  order 

Mr.  Van  Cortlaudt  did  the  same,  with  the 

a  petitiati  from  anndry  inhalritanta  of  Weat- 
■  -J  coon^,  Pennsjlfania,  in  rela- 
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nfDBX. 

iSntw  ProceiUnga  amd  Debate»> 


Elabargo — contiDned.  Fag«. 

■.  pelitioo  from  citiuiu  of  lbs  cilj  of  Naw 

Yoik,  refeiTcd  M  tbs  caninittc*  m  Um 

Toolutioni.  mbmitted  by  Mean.  Nickolw 

and  Bacon laU 

a  petilian  frain  citiieni  of  HaMBchoaelta,  i«- 

ftjtnil  w  the  bnl  {wLitian        ■        -        -  1361 
a.  patitioD  from  ciliieiu  of  New  Hampahiia, 

lefeneil  at  tbe  fimt  petition  '  -        '        -  I3TS 
ap«t(lion  of eitJKitiaof New  York,  Hmilarl; 
laferred  ......  137s 

a  bill  to   repeal   aa  to  lU  nations  except 
France  and  Greet  Biilain,  aftei  (he  4t)i 
of  Much  next,  naa  pieaeoted,  read  twice, 
and  coQimitled       .....  |4S3 

tom  of  tbe  meiiiorial  of  the  citiiani  of  the 
Third  Ward,  in  New  York,  for  repeal  of  1777 
Bapemr  of  (ho  French,  the  decree  of  the  Slat 

of  NoTember,  1S06,  b;  the      -        -  174S,  17M 
decree  of  the  17lh  of  December,  1807,  bf  tbe  17fil 
EDsiiiaen,abillfiain  the  Senate  nalung  Aiidwi 
juoTUHOD  for  the  corpe  ot,  read  twica,  and 

eommiltad 1MB 

indefinitelj  poitpooed        ....  I66B 
Bppee,  Mr.,  reniarkj  of,  on  fiiinf  a  d^.  to  con- 

■ider  the  embargo  rewluiiona  -         -     477 

apeach  ot^  on  reaolntion  to  laiae  Totonteera  950 
nio  contrtdicti  an  uaeition  of  Mr.  Quincj  -  964 
renaika  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  (o  enibrce  (he 

embargo  ....  964, 886, 9aS 
reqiarka  o^  on  the  bill  proriding  for  an  ei- 

tneeaaion lOSB 

■peech  o^  on  the  Senate  aAModtnanta  l«.  the 

bill  for  increaiing  tbe  Navy  ...  1081 
speech  ol,on  tbe  extra  Meaion  of  Congreaa  1117 
reinarkaof,onbillto  inereaaa  the  naralfiiroe  1187 
•peech  of,  on  the  reaoliition  to  pi^Me  far 

war       .        -        -        -                    1S61,  1366 
•peech  of)  on  the  non-inteicanree  bill  •        -  1610, 
lfi24,  1636 
apcech  of,  oa  ihe  bill  granting  land  to  the 
Delaware  and  Cbeeapeaks  Canal  Com- 
ply       1668 

Ertkine,  Hon.  D.  H^  letter  from  tha,  to  tbe  Seo- 

Tatai7»f8laU 1096 

BwcntiTe  Directory,  decree  of  the  Id  of  July. 

17B6,  by  the,  of  Franc*  -  .  .  .  1743 
decree  of  tbe  Sd  of  March,  1799,  by  the,  of 

France 1743 

Atatt  of  the  IBIh  of  March,  17S9,  by  the, 

of  France,  in  eiplanation  of  the  aboTe  •  1747 
dMree  of  the  SSih  of  October,  1799,  by  the, 

of  France,  aa  to  the  ercwaof  veHela        •  1748 
decree  of  the  ]4lh  of  NoTember,  1799,  by  the, 
ol  Fianca,  •■  to  the  uode  of  eieenluit 
the  aboT*       ...  .        .  1748 

Bs«ciitJTe  Documents,  Mr.  Bandolpii  mbmittad 
■  reetdution  to  remove  the  injnnetioB  of 
aecTBcy  tron  the,  which  waa  rejected       •    814 
BjipMla,  a  itatement  from  Ihe  Treatuiy  Depart' 

ment  of  the,  prior  to  let  of  Octo^  laat  -    913 
F. 
Fbaneea,  en  much  of  the  Preudent'aMeaei^aa 
relate*  (o  Ihe,  referred  to  the  Committee 
oi  Ways  and  Means      -        -        -        -    483 
•tale  of  the,  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  th« 

Treaauiy 1760 

Fiak,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  Senate  amandmenta 

to  the  bill  for  increaaing  Ihe  Nairj  -        -  lOOS 


Pai* 

Fisk,  tbi  ramackt  o(  on  amotion  to  priflt  ear* 

tain  papers    ......  lOBT 

tenarka  ot,  on,  the  non-iotercoDiea  bill         •  ISU 
remarka  0^  on  the  ManinhnTits  numonMl  ISSI 
remarka  ot,  on  the  bill  reta^ng  to  lomisn 
Ucenaeato  *eas«Is  .....  iG6t 

Focatgn  Lioenaee,  a  bill  to  pnibihil  Aauricwi 

veaacla  from  receiving,  praeented     -  -     9Ct 

read  twice,  and  committed  -         -        -    901 

reported  to  Ihe  House        -        -        -        -    MI 

firal  section  of  the  bill  itnick  out         -         -    HI 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  tUT 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -        .  ISH 
Foreign  Relation!,  appoindnent  ofa  committee  of   4S1 
aondrj  reiolutious  respecting  our,  were  anb- 

mitted  by  Mr,  Macon  -        -        -    41) 

Mi.  Campbell,  frpin  (he  committee  ol)  made 

a  report,  which  was  reid         -  -    514 

five  hundred  copies  of  (he  said  report  oria- 

ed  to  be  printed  -         -        '        -    Stl 

Grat  resolution  of  uid  report  carTinl  *tm, 

eon.,  and  tbe  second  agreed  to  -        -    61S 

third  resoiution  agreed  t^  -  -        -    StS 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  submitted  two  Feeofo- 

tioDs  touching  our,  which  wars  agreed  I0    680 
the  eecond  resolution  of  the  commlttca      -    8S5 
a  division  called  for,  and  a  molim  to  amend    887 
the  ameadmant  adopted,  and  the  reaolutiaa 

ao  amended  agreed  to    -        ...    SM 
the  third  reeolution  waa  agreed  (o^  and  dte 
two  lut  meotioned  referred,  reapoctivelj', 
to  cownittees  on  tbe  President's  Ifgawf*    8K 
a  Message  from    the  President,  fonniiLDi' 

eating  certain  p^>era  touching  our  -        -  ION 
fiva  thousand  copies  of  the  aame  ordeied  to 
be  printed       ......  lOM 

with  a  Bei|uel  to  the  correspandencobsfiMe 
eommuiiicated        .....  IXN 

Foreign  Vessels,  a  bill  to  prohibit  tha  entry  o( 
into  the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United 
State*,  read  twice,  and  commilMd  -         -  Itti 
Fortifications,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mae- 
saga  as  related  to,  refenvdtaa  aeleelooM- 

mittae M> 

abill  to  complete  oertaiB,  fer  defene*  of  petta, 

dBc,  raad  twice,  and  committed        -        •  IMI 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1171 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  atnended  IIW 

retamed  ftora  the  Senate  with  an  r~-Tlil 

ment     .......  IM 

the  act  approved        .....  jen 

a  bill  from  tha  Seaale  to  the  eaBs  aOct,  aiBd 
for  othar  parpeaee  .....  im 

(Sae  Canntkiat  CanmL) 
Fox,  Mn,  coneipoBduiae  of,  mih  Mr.  M«nroa  -  Itn 
lEM 
Franca,  pafien  relating  to    negotiatioDs  wtA, 

mnaniltad  by  Um  President  -        -         -  IBM 
klist  ofthe  de^eesof        ....  1737 

Franking  ftinl^*,  a  reaolidioD  snlnBiltad  1^ 
Mr.  B«nd«iph  paUing  to  memben.  t^ 
tn  all  papai%  dte.,  tomdung  the  paUic 
aervioa,  waa  rafaired  la  tha  Port  Ofioe 
Committea     ......    41! 


In  a  bill  gnnting  tha,  on  the  Praai<knfs 
Mflaa«gs  anddpraimenta  tharamihof  t^ 
S3d  December        ...... 

(ShZ: 
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fSnwc  PraowdAif*  ami  IMaOt. 


of,  piedging  theaweiret  to  the  (spport  Of 

tbs  OoTeniment 1687 

FnnA  'AgaUm,  ieetatt  of,  in  tlie  Wot  ladlH     1763 
Ft«ndi  Rapabtic,  Ian  of  the,  dcUnDiniBg-  the 

dwrader  of  th«  vcnel  fniDi  hec  cargo    -  1747 

npoatiag  the  Ibit  utidfl  of  tfacir  marfikn* 
cnitNiig  law  -•-.-.  1749 
G. 
OardMJer,  Bwnit,  of  l4oir  Twk,  appsarad  in 

bii  Mat 639 

'  ^MahttCon  tbafintraBOlntioaofthoCom- 
miUaa  irf  ForaigD  RelalioB*  •        -     630,  81S 

on  tho  Tew>luti<in  to  [aiaa  vidanMen  -    iM6, 1169 

'  on  the  iDOtioa  to  print  cerUin  davumaata       1083 

1093 

lenaA*  of;  o«  lli«  extra  aeanau  bill    -        -  list 

speech  a^  CD  the  reaalu^m  topr«p«ra  £» 
war IBM 

on  Ibe  Boo-iaUnuMrae  bUl  -        -  L460, 1636 

•a  the  bill  lupplemenluy  to  tke  act  aatab- 
liihioB  Gourti 1648 

on  Qenaral  WilkiOKiu'i  aocoonta  -  1676 

Oardoer,  Mr,  ramarki  oF,  on  the  forBign  liconae 

bill 943 

on  the  resolution  to  incieaae  the  Nav^  Ei- 
tabliehment S77 

on  the  noD-intercoune  Inll  ...  1613 

Gaoff  etown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  mpplemeD- 
taiy  bill  relating  to  the  charter  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed      -        ■        ■        .    981 

a  memorial  ofsundrj  inbabiUnti  of,  object- 
ing to  the  pasBBge  of  nid  hill  m  it  itaoda, 
referred  to  the  rame  committee         -  -  1076 

a  bill  ftom  tho  Senate  supplementaiy  to  tbe 
act  io  amend  the  charter  of,  read  twice, 
and  comiUitted  (o  the  Committee  of  tfaa 
Whole 1G08 

■aid  Committee  raae,and  wifreKfuMd  leave 
torit>{(ain IMS 

Ciken  up  in  t^ie  Hanse,  amended,  read  the 
third  time,  and  Paeeed    -        •        ■        .  1683 

returned  ftom  the  oenate  with  iflMgrtwmeal, 
and  the  BoQie  recede     ....  1S63 

tbe  act  approved 1836 

Gholeon,  Thomai^  jr.,  a  new  member  fhm  Tir- 

ginfa,  appeared,  and  wae  quaUfled  -        -    470 

■peech  of,  on  the  firit  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relatione  ...    703 

femarks  of)  on  the  ^nate  aaendmenta  to 
the  bill  increuinf  the  Jtfry    .        .        -  1040 

bn'itr.  Quincrr'i  rnriution  coneemingfte 
coHectonthip  of  Bolton    ....  1176 

on  Mr.  Nicholaj'e  rceolation       ...  1318 

on  the  non'RiteTcoune  Hll  -        •  1BI4, 1618 

«n  thd  enpplenicfttar;  bill  concerning  cmnia,  164S 

on  reading  from  disigreement  to  the  Ben- 
ate'k  amendment  to  the  Pfavj  btit    -        .  1661 
Oorelnmeat,   s   bill   making  appmpriationR  for 
vuppim  e(ftr  IM6,  Nad  twice,  and  ohn- 
mitted 1183 

ofdMtd  i»  a  third  readily  ....  14S0 

read  the  third  time,  end  pssied   -        -        -  1433 

tetmmviitiOm  tbe  Senate  witb  an  amend- 
IneM 1437 

•aid  amandment 'agreed  to  •        -        -        .1441 

Ibe  act  appTorad 181ft 


Great  Britaia,  paper*  ivlatliig  to  uagetiatiomi 

with      -        . 1601 

Ads,  Orden  in  Council,  Ac,  of,  1686,  I68T,  1688, 
1689,  1666 
Groat  Britain  and  Fra>ee,  Mr,  GamptwU'i  fint 
rseetution  relating  (o  the  edicts  of,  di»- 

eB«d UD 

agreed  to,  and  the  aeeond  reselatioa  carried     613 
the  third  rewlutien  agreed  to      -        .        -  •  63S 
Great  Britain,  Pnnce,  and  ^ain,  papers  relating 

to  negotiations  with        ....  1686 
Orenitle,  Lord,  letUr  of,  to  Mr.  King        -        -  1690 

H. 
Harrowbj,  Lord,  dreatar  of,  to  Ae  Minilters  of 

neutral  natione  in  London      ...  |893 
Hkstinga,  Williem,  a  bUl  for  the  reHef  of,  read 

twice,  end  commjtted     ....  1551 
read  the  third  tfme,  and  passed  .        .        .  IMS 
Hawkesbary,  Lord,  ioetructioaa  of,  to  the  Courts 

of  Admiralty,  CommindeTa,Ae.      -        .  1093 
Heard,  John,  a  hill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of, 
from  impiieonment,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  [ha  Committee  of  the  "WliDie    -    S46 
Holland,  James,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared  in 

his  place 478 

remark!  of,  on  the  extra  session  bill    •        -  1037 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  Ibrin- 

crease  of  Naval  Eilablisbment         .  -   103B 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  dtelressed  >eBmen     -  lOTS 
on  the  non-intercourse  bill  1493,  1006,  1616 

on  the  Maasadinsetts  memorial  -        -  1639 

on  General  'Wilkineon'a  accomts        -        -  1B70 
Houae  of  Repmentativee,  members  in  attend. 

anceattheifceetingoftbe       -        -    409,470 
'   hoorsofdail;  meeting  orth«,e)ianged         -1461 
a  motion  to  rescind  At  onlsr  for  the  ehanga 

aa  above,  laid  on  the  table       -        -        -  1M6 
eelled  Up  and  negattred     ....  1611 
"  umment  of  the,  (tne  die       ...  1S76 
Lord,  letter  of,  to  Mr.  Henroe      -        •  169fi 
L 


lowick. 


jliana  Territory,  several  resolutions  of  the 
Honee  of  Rspreeentativea  ol,  coDlainiiig 
certain  propoaitiDns,  read  -  .  . 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Legislsr 
tive  Council  of,  protesting  sgaiost  the 
admisnon  of  slavery  in,  and  other  papers, 

referred  to  the  committee  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  dividing      •        .     '  .    : 

proceedings  of  the  grand  jury  of  Bt  Clair 
county,  praying  a  division  of,  mad  . 

a  eommillee  eptwinted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  dividing    .... 

a  report  fnta  said  aoMmittee      ... 

repeat  agreed  to.  end  bill  ordend 


abiU 


I  piaaniled  to  divide,  read  tw 
Iha  third  time,  and  pawed  - 


.  I0T8 
■  1004 

.  1S08 


tortain  statistieBl  accannts  «l  Randolph  and 
St  Clair  counties  in,  refisrred  to  the  saine 
'    committee      ......    867 

■  petition  in  opposition  to  tbe  division  of   .    883 
eertaia   proceedings  of  the  grand  jnry  of 

Randolph  oonaty  rsfemd  to  the  same      -    901 
a  petition  from  svndiy  inhabitanta,  relating 
to  the  eleetiOQ  of  Rspreeentativea,  refened 
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HauM  Proceedingt  and  Debalet. 


Infirm  and  Dioblad  Offiean,  Ac,  k  biU  for  tha 
relief  of,  preeenled,  read  twice,  uid  com- 
mitted    898 

•mended  and  recommitted  ...    97O 

raporMd  with  emeDdmenta  ...  lOSO 

oammitl«d  to  the  CommiltM  of  the  Whole  IMl 
Inluid  NaTigadon,  the  petition  of  a  companj 
prajing  aid  in  opening  certain  rivera,  at- 
fernd  to  «  lelect  comimttea    .-        -        -    485 
Initroetiona  of  Qeorge  III  to  the  ccMumandora  of 

hii  ihipa  of  wmr,  &e.      ....  1739 
Inteteoune,  Mr.  Eppee  lubmitted  a  reaolalion  to 
ceaaa  all  commercial,  with  Great  Britain 
and  France  attd  their  dependaociei  -    47B 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

Mr.  CbittenileD'a  reeolution    -        .        .    481 
a  bill  to  interdict  commerdaj,  nith  Qre*t 
Britain  and  France,  r^md  twice,  and  com- 
mitted     14112 

teported  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  1503 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ■  like  efTect .  .  1403 
lead  twice,  and  committed  ...  1503 

reported  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  1&30 
called  up,  amended,  and  ordered  lo  a  third 

reading 1636 

read  the  third  time 1039 

and,  after  camB  dlicuaaion,  paaeed.  -  IMl 

the  act  approTed ISX4 

Internal  Manufactum.ia  much  of  (he  Frendent'i 
Menage  ai  relate!  to  the  siicoungemeDt 
ol^waa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufacturea        ...    463 
Invalid  Panaionen,  a  letter  from  the  Secreiaiy  of 
War  concerning,  relerred  to  the  Commit, 
tee  of  Waji  and  Meana  -        -        -        -1096 

a  bill  cancerning,  preaenied,  re«d  twjc«,  and 
committed      ......  133S 

reported  with  amendment!,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 14S3 

read  a  third  time,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  1493 
Moommitled  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1603 
reported  with  amendmenta,  which  were  not 

agreed  to,  snd  the  bill  wu  recotomilted  ■  1606 
again  reported  with  amendment!  j  agreed 

to,  read  the  third  time,  and  paued  -  -  1&44 
retamed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendment  1M9 
which  wai  agreed  to  -        ....  ISST 

the  act  spproTed 1847 

another  report  Aom  the  Becretsrj  of  War 

on  the  (abject  of ISSl 

which  waa  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  haling  charge  of  the  bill    -        -  1431 


JuHuoa,  Richard  B.,  a  oei 
Uand,  appeared,  ar 


w  member  from  Uiode 
.  .    id  waa  qaalified  -        >    481 

runarki  of,  mtrmjactor;  of  reaolationa  mora 
elleetnally  to  execute  the  embarge  lawi  -    48S 
Jaekion,  J.  O.,  (from  Virginia,)  remarki  o^onlhe 

bill  to  autboriie  additional  re*enne  catten    fiS6 
muarkaoffOa  theediotaofGf«atBritaiiiand 

France 660 

apeech  of,  on  the  firat  reiolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relatioiu    -        -     A94,  807 
eillt  Mr.  (jaioc;  to  order  -        -        -        -    964 
remarka  ot,  on  the  bill  to  enforca  the  embargo    990 
remarka  of,  on  the  amendment!  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  (mU  to  increaae  the  Naval  Ea- 
tabliahment 1060 


Jacbon,  J.  O.,  (from  Virginia)— contmncd.  Page. 

reiBarka  of;  on  (he  bill  to  |MOvide  for  an  extta 

•avion •        -  IMS 

apeech  ot^  on  the  eame  autnect  -  -  -1131 
apeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Qninc;  -  -  I IM 
ipeeeho^onthereaolntiontopTqMTelbcwv  13M 
remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Burwell'i  rtaolatkHk  rs- 

Uting  to  the  Preaidcntial  electiOD  -  I3TC 

apeech  of,  on  the  reaolotioiu  rf  Meaua.  Nidi- 

olai.  Bacon,  and  Dnrell  ....  1377 
rBmarkaof.onthenon.interooniaebill  1507,  ISM^ 
1S1»,  15n,IS)3 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  fareign 

licenaea ISU 

rcntaita  of^  on  the  bill  rdating  to  1  ininiiiin  16S9 
remarki  of,  on  receding  from  diaagrreaMol 

with  (be  Senate  on  the  bill  relating  to  the 

War  and  Na<j  Depaitmenta  -  .  IMO 

lpeaehof,onGen.Wi1kinaon'iacoaimti  lWI,m4 
Jackson,  J.,  remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  providi  fet 

Jefletfon,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  giant 
the  {yanking  privilege  to,  read  three  limM, 
and  paaeed     -..-..  IM 
die  act  approved        .....  jgu 

Jenkins,  Robert,  fram  Ponnijlvanim,  appcaivd  ii 

hJ!  aeat  -------    4T) 

Jennings  Daniel,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaaury  on  the  petition  of,  read    -        •  1531 
Johnaon,  Mr.,  apeech  o^  on  the  British  and  French 

edicts 661 

speech  of,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senal* 
to  the  bill  to  increaae  the  Naval  BstaUvk- 

mert 10«S 

Jones,  Waltar,  from  Virginia,  ai^teaied  and  took 

his  seat 471 

Jndicial  Byetam,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  lo 

■mend  the      ....         -        .    7SI 
read  twice,  and  refaned  to  a  seled  commit- 
tee          801 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -    OU 
reported,  and  recommitted  to  the  select  com- 
mittee   ...        -         ...    SH 
reported  vrith  an  amendment,  and  nlcired 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whida       .        -  IMS 
amendment  agreed  lo,  bill  i«ad  the  lUrd 

time,  and  paaeed IMl 

the  act  qtpioved        -        •        •    ■    •        -  IBB 

K. 

Kaskaakia,  the  Committee  on  Pnhlic  Landawn 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedioBcy 
of  reviving  and  continuing  in  finis  the 
act  authorizing  the  Commisaioneia  to  in- 
vestigate ciaims  to  land  in  the  district  o{  Ul 
a  bill  lo  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  cosunit- 

led 7« 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         .        .    8)6 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -         -        -    9*1 
the  act  ai^roved        .....  ISII 
Kelly,  James,  of  fentwylvuiia,  appeared,  aad 

tookhisseat 4«* 

Kenan,  Thomaa,  of  Iforth  CaMKna,  eppeaiad, 

and  look  his  ssat    -        -        -         -        -    M 
Kenladcy,  the  msmorial  of  snndry  natnrvtiMd 
citisena  of,  animadverting  on  the  tyranm- 
of  Oraal  Blitain,  was  rs- 
I  committee    -        -       -   S>) 

izc^dbyCoO^le 
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Rnue  PrwxtfUngt  and  Debate: 


Pig". 
Kay,  PhUip  Barton,  of  M«7Utid,  appetni,  uid 

took  his  Mat 438 

apeecb  of,  on  the  fint  reiolntian  of  tb«  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Hel&tioDi    -        ■        ■    TST 
on  the  Senite'i  ■mendment*  to  the  bill  for 

increanng  the  FfaTj  ....  1060 
on  Ihe  iDotion  to  pint  certain  paper*  -  -  108S 
on  Mr.  Nicholu'a  tMoiDtioa  -  -1342,  tSfiS 
on  the  non-intereourae  bill  -  .  1601 

Kittve,  EdiraH,  (commanding  Britiih  ahip  8a- 
brina,)  application  of,  to  the  anthorillei  at 
Carthagena  foe  re1ii«e  of  priionen  en- 
gaged in  Miranda's  expedition  -  -  491 
Knox  coontj,  Kentucky,  the  CommittM  of 
Claims  made  a  faTorable  report  on  Ihe  p»- 
titton  of  lundTj  inhabitantt  of,  which  wa* 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  thr  Whole  600 
wbo  concurred  in  the  same,  and  the  House 

agreed  thereto  .....  qsq 
a  bill  for  the  jelief  of  said  petitioners  wu 

Tsad  twice,  and  commitled      ...    080 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  ....     S98 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    901 
L. 
Land  Office,  a  resdution  was  snbniittsd  hj  Mr. 
Poindeiler  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inqnire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  eetablishing  a,  in  the  Territory  of 

Orleans 1183 

the  rMolulion  sigteed  to      -        -        .        •  1S41 
Letters  of  Mirque  and  Reprisal,  so  mnch  of  Mr. 
Nicholas's  resolution  as  related  to,  was 

struck  out 14SI 

Lewis,  Mi.,  remarks  of,  on  tb«  Senate  biU  ftr 

completing  the  Capitol  ....  164S 
on  the  bill  making  further  proTision  for  the 

corps  of  engineers .         -         -         .         .  1SG9 
Librarian  of  Congress,  a  resolution  na*  sDtmiit- 
ted,  iostrticting  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to 
fumtih  to  the,  two  sets  of  all  docnmants  1370 
rvferred  to  a  committee       ....  130t 
the  re«)lnt[on  adopted        ....  1376 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  on  the        -        '  1638 
agreed  lo,  and  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House  Rppoiatad       ....  164S 
Limitation,  a  bill  making  proviiion  fcr  certain 
claims  barred  by  the  statnte  of,  wm  read 
twice,  Hid  eommitted      ■        -        -        .     08e 
Liromore,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  rcrenne  eot- 

tvrbill BSa 

on  the  belligerent  edicts  -  .  .  S60,  S54 
on  Mr.  Chittenden's  reeolntion  -  -  •  980 
on  Senste  bit]  to  enforce  embsrgo  986,  987,  989 
speech  of,  on  the  same  subject  .  -  .  lOOt 
remarks  of,  on  the  non-ioterMOTsa  Ull  .  1604 
on  the  MassBchuHitta  memorieJ  -  -  1681 
on  the  bill  making  further  prorision  for  th^ 
corps  of  enginsen  -  -  -  .  .  ISSS 
Liiiogston,  Edward,  the  petition  of;  stating  bis 

claim  lothe  batlnn  ■!  New  OtUans        .     TOS 
Lloyd,  Mr.,  remarks  of ,  on  the  hfU  lo  antlunfaa    - 

additioiial  rerenne  eutlMs       ...    637 
oa  the  non-inlercoune  bill        .        •        -  .149) 
Lottery,  the  petition  of  the  ratryof  the  Episco- 
pal diurch  in  Alexandria,  for  anthoiitf  to 
raise  a  oertain  ama  by,  .reforred  lo  the 

n  itie  Diatiiet  <rf  QotDnUa  -    Ml 


Lontrisna  Territory,  a  resolution 

by  Mr.  Rhea  to  instmet  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  lo  inquire  into  Ihe  expedi- 
ency of  laying  off  certain  lands  in  - 
LoTB,  Mr.,  rsmarks  of,  on  the  resolution  callin([ 
for  the  instructions  giien  as  lo  the 
tiou  of  the  embargo  laws 
speech  of,  on  the  Erst  rtsolatiDn  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreigii  Relationi 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  thi 

bill  increasing  the  Naiy 
on  Ihe  moiioa  to  print  certain  papers  - 
on  Mr.  Quincy'i  resolution  tonclung  the 

leclorship  of  Boston       ... 
on  the  non-inlercoune  bill         -  1449, 

on  the  bill  fiirlher  to  amend  the  judiria]  sys- 


Lyon,  Matthew,  of  Kentucky,  appeared 

bis  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  belligerent  sdicla 
remarka  of.  On  the  resolution  toinc 

NsTsI  EsUblishnieDt      - 
on  the  Senste  emendaieat  to  the  bill  on  that 

on  the  motion  to  print  certain  paper* 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers 
on  Mr.  Nicholas's  resolution 
on  the  non-intercourae  biU  1613,  IGIB, 
speech  of,  on  the  second  embargo  reaolu- 
-    1,  Ac. 


remarks  of,  on  the  n 


bill 


»  prohibit  the  use  of  foraign 


M. 

Mscon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  fixing  a  day 
aider  the  embargo  resohitiona  - 

speech  of,  iotrodnctoTy  of  certain 
touching  our  foreign  relationa 

on  the  first  resolution  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  -        -        .        .        • 

remarka  of,  on  the  resolution  to  raise  volon. 


n  the  reacdution  that  it  ia 


:pedient  lo  hold 
to  the  Naral 


on  the  Senate' 
EalabHshmei 
speech  of,  on  the  same  sul^ect  - 
on  ^e  motion  to  print  certain  papers 
on  the  bill  proriding  for  an  extra  sess-__ 
on  the  non-intercoune  bill  -  -  1487, 
remirks  of,  on  the  Army  and  Na>y  appro- 
Madison,  James,  declared  duly  elected  President 
of  the  United  Statm 


communication  &om,  fixing  the  time  for 
taking  the  oath  of  office  .... 
Mail,  a  resolntion  was  adopted  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
l>  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a,  ataga  to  certain  places  in  Oeor. 


patitioBTif  theiDbabHanlsof,  pray- 
ing a  fortbar  bounty  on  fish,  waa  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  Ihe  Whola 


1436 
1649 


.dbyCoo^le 


Haute  ProcetdintsaadDebattt. 


Marin*  Coria,  ■  bill  npfdmBanttl  la  th*  Kt  m- 

labliihing  a,  rtiid  twiei,  md  CDmBilWd  lOM 
■  bill  fram  the  8«nate  to  ucaant  tbs,  raad 

twice,  and  iMmmitted     ■        -        ■        ■  1481 
raported  without  amend  meat,  and  ordaied 

to  a  third  rcidiug IMO 

r«ad  the  third  tirti*,  and  pawed  •        ■        -  IMS 

the  act  approTed 1844 

Uarina    iDBoranco    Companj  of  Alexandria,  a 

bill  to  BUihorita  (be,  to  change  their  atyl* 

and  to  ioiure  agalnat  loaa  b>  fire,  was  pre- 
read  twice,  and  committed 
the  committee  diKbaiged  from  ita  forthn 

conaideratioD  .        .        .        , 

a  third  reading  nliiaed 
Maiineia,  a  reiolution  lubmitted  bj  Mr.  Dana 

relative  to  American,  wu  adop^  < 
referred  to  a  Mlect  committee      - 
(See  Seamtn.) 
Marion,  Robert,  of  South  Gatolina,  appeared,  end 

took  U*  acat 

)«marfca  of,  on  preien ting  a  petition  piajing 

aid  for  opening  ttu  navigation  of  certain 


on  tbs  non-intereonne  bill  - 
Maaaacbtuetti,  «  memorial  of  the  LegiilaCure  of, 

Waa  referred  to  a  aelect  committee  - 
Hatteni  Jouah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
look  hia  aeat  -  .  .  .  . 
■peech  of,  on  the  edict! 
on  the  blU  to  enforce  the  embargo  934,  949,  9M 
on  ■  point  of  order  ■  .  -  -  .  SOS 
OB  ^e  Senale'a  ainendmonla  to  llu  blQ  in- 

craaaing  the  Naiir,  Ac  - 
on  the  non-intercoarae  bill 
on  the  bill  making  farther  pro<won  Ibr  the 

engineer  corp*        .... 

on  the  bill  to  incraaae  the  marine  coipa 

MaCnerj,  Hr.,  ipeeeli  o^  on  the  bill  to  proh^t 

the  eiporlation  of  arma,  Ac.  ...  1546 
MeLalond,  William,  report  of  the  Beoetarj  of 
War  on  the  petition  of;  rebmd  to  the 
Oommiltee  on  Cliima     .        -        -        .  1939 
Hsiga,  Retmrn  J.,  and  othen,  on  notion  of  Mr. 

J.  Oi  Jackaon,  the  memorial  of;  pieaantad  1807 

Oil 

report  thereon    .        ■        .        -        . 

.  a  bill  giving  fntthoT  cenpenaalioit  to  Ae  wit- 

neeaea  in  the  caaa  of  Aaron  BuiTi  read 

twice,  and  conmitted     .       .       - 

Hercbant  Veaaala,  a  raaolution  anbmiUed  bj  Hi 

Dasa  that  it  ia  expedient  (o  provide  far 

ngulating  auch,  at  ma;  oil  in  eoneeit  hi 

mnttial  eMJatanrw  attd  daftncB,  nhmi  to 

the  committee  on  Mi,  Cliittendan'B  laao- 

lutioa fill 

at  the  request  of  Mr.  Dana  said  oommitloo 
wcra  diacharged,  and  the  reiolution  re- 
ferred to  a  eelect  committee    -        -        .    901 
araaolutian  to  allcm,  to  aim  for  their  de&iKe, 
Bubmitted  by  Mr.  DaM  -        -     1643 

Merry,  Mr,,  kttar  from,  to  Mr.  Madkoo        1601,  1683 
Maaaaga,  annoanoed.     (^e  Stnalt  prottttK»g», 


II.) 


Bonaaitd  ea^laa  orderfld  to  be  printaib  ■ 
the  confidential  portiOB  of  aaid  Meaaagaraad 
withi' 


tn 


Page. 

on  molkui  of  Mi.  Story,  the  CommiUea  •■ 
Poet  Olficea  and  Poat  Boada  iDttracted  to 
report  a  bill  authomillg  the  tranamitaion 
by  mail  of  the,  and  doenmanta,  free  of 

Clage lOSB 
ported,  read  three  tintea,  and  pyd  -  I04I 
Michigan,  a  petition  from  certain  French  iohab- 
itanla  o^  prtying  that  a  copy  of  the  lawa 
relating  to  aaid  Territur;  may  be  pubbali- 
ad  in  the  French  language,  referred          .  ,11CT 
a  bill  to  that  eDecI  racciTod  from  the  San- 
ale         1SS7 

poatponed  indefinilely       ....  im3 

Military  and  Naval  BataHiahment,  ao  mndi  of 
the  Meaiage  aa  lelatea  to  the,  rderred  to 
a  aelect  committee  ...         -    481 

a  bit]  making  appropriationa  for  the  auppoii 
0^  and  for  other  purpoaea,  laad  twkc,  and 
committed      ......  1437 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...  \ssj 
returned  with  amendmenta     *  -        .        .  IMS 

diaagraedto I5S3,1M4 

Senate  inaiat ISM 

Houae  refuae  to  dedde,  and  appoint  can- 

teree* 1561 

the  Banle  appoint  a—fcraaa      ...  IMS 
Houae  aiid  0«Date  am«»lmaBla  .  1»6 

Militia,  ■>  much  of  the  Meaaage  aa  ralaUa  to  r» 
vJMng  and  impwring  tho,iofctied  f  aaa- 
lect  eommittee        .        -        -        .        .    483 
rmort  thereon    .--.-.    S73 
roftrrwl  to  the  Commitlaa  of  the  Whok     .    fTi 
a  biU  &•<•  the  SoKate  to  eatabbh  aa  aai- 

form VtW 

read  twioa,  and  refbrrad     .       -        .         .  itfTO 
reported;  and  committed  li 

ef  the  Whole 
tbePreaident  com 
Ae 

Miller,  MaTy,'and  Annie  HaiaptoB,  npart  tttm 
the  aaureUty  of  the  Tieaevry  oa  the  pe- 
tition of,  refened  to  Iba  Ceaaiinee  of  (fee 
Whole  --•-..-.  rtttS 
Milnor,  Mr.,  ntnaAi  of,  en  Iha  tevga  iiHoa* 

Ml »« 

on  the  faiH  loakerlhelimeof  tboaeilBaat- 

ing  of  Coagrea*  -  -  .  .  .  lOn 
en  Mr.  Nickola*'*  (eariation  1330,  IS31,  ISIS 
areaoh^oatheavne       -  -  13C0 

M   die  bill  to  interdiot  conBerdal  inter- 
-oaonewilhOnatBiilaiD         1437,  IfiOi,  IU9 
Hikiater  of  Marine,  note  fiom  the,  to  Oeoeaal 

Annatrong  .....  -  ICn 
Bbaiaaippi  Teiritoi^,  a  memarial  of  the  Hooaa 
at  RapreacaMalivea  of,  praying  a  ranaian 
of  the  law  aalallng  to  the  aale  of  pobttc 
landa  in,  waa  rafaned  to  the  Caaamittee 
on  Public  Lan^  .....  4TI 
aaiil  cMnmitlee  mtd»  «  report  Iharetm  -    SI6 

which  waa  ralerred  to  the  Comaaittoe  of  the 

Whole 5» 

a  bill  canearaing  daima  to  land  in,  greatod 

by  dM  BciUab  •ovomor  of  Wert  Fioridft, 

waa  read  twice,  and  ""■"'■"»^  '  1 167 

a  bill  &r  the  diapoal  of  ootain  landa  in, 

claimed  under  Bpaniah  wenanta,  waa  cead 


.dbyCoo^le 
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HiHiflrippi  Tarrilor; — continued.  Pag*. 

TMd  ibe  thkil  tine,  and  {Muaad  -       •       -  1484 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameikdineati  1498 
and  the  emeDdmenta  agreed  Co  •        -        .  ISOfi 
the  act  appiored        -        .        .        .        .  1923 

Miranda'a   EipaditioD,  the   petition   of  aiuidry 

Ameticmn  dtixeni   under    aantence,   tat 

participation  in,  preaentcd  and  lefaTred   • 

n  laport  thereon         ..... 

the  resolution  reported  ducnaaed 
•ndafreedto     ...... 

Mobile,  petition  of  snndiy  inheUtanta  of  Miaaie- 

aippi  TenitOTj,  praying  that  tlie  free  nar. 

igation  of  the,  maj  be  lecured  to  them, 

Tefarred  to  the  Secretai7  of  State    .        .1410 

Moptgwneiy,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  our  ibreign  re* 

Moore,  Thomaa,  of  South  Garolina.  appeared  and 
took  hii  aeat  ..--.. 

Morer,  Samnel,  the  petition  of,  prajing:  an  ex- 
teneioa  of  patent  Rght,  waa  rebrred  to  a 

Mos«1t,  Mr.,  lenarka  of,  on  the  rereDne  cutter 

biU      .....-.-      . 

on  the  Grat  reaolntion  of  the  Cominittee  of 
Foreign  Relatione  ..... 

•peech  ^,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  enforce  the 
embargo         ......  ioi» 

on  Mr.  Nicboba'a  reaolution        ...  1SS2 
Mttnlbrd,  Mr.,  speech  of,  an  the  belligerent  edicts    S81 

on  the  firat  reeolution  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relatione  •        .        •        .        - 

N. 
National  Convention  of  France,  decree  of  Sth 

May,  1793,  by  the  ....  1733 

decree  of  23d  May,  tTS3,  by  the  -         .  1TS9 

decree  of  1st  July,  1793,  by  Ihe  .        .        .  1740 
NalaralizatiaD,  a  bill  to  establish  a  nniform  aya- 
ten  of,  wu  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  oftbe  Whole  ...    864 
I  Ciliiene,  a  reaolution  submitted  by 
Ahea  was  adopted,  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  report  the  number 
□fi  registered  as  Americans     -        .        .  1064 
a  report  in  obedience  to  aaid  reaotution        .  13Cil 
Na*al  Eatabli^unent,  a  resolution  waa  siU>mitl«d 

bj  Mr.  Story  to  increase  the   -        •        -    976 
Naval  Force,  dte  act  approted  anttuwixing  the 

employnenl  of  an  additiimal  .        •        -  IS08 
Navigation,  a  bill  preaented  coneeming  aaaooik- 
"  ~      '  r  the  aecniity  of,  read  twice,  and 


reported  witliont  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  tliird  reading  .....  1481 

read  a  third  time,  and  reeomntitled     •        .  1483 
Naiy,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  aupplementary  to 

the  act  for  the  better  goTenunent  of  the,  1463 
re*d  twice,  and  committed      ...  liSE 

pea^med  indefinitely         .        .        h        .  ifies 

NaTy  Department,  commenta  of  the  Secretaiy  of 

the,  on  the  account^ility  of  said  deparl- 

ment,  suggested  by  the  bill  to  amend  die 

seraral  acts  tbr  establuhing  the  TVeaaniy, 


system  adi^ted  in  tlie  Aoeountant'a  office 
otthB,  1776 

lOthCoM.SdSsss.— 60 


Pag* 
Navy  Officer*,  &c.,  %  bill  to  authoriae  the  ep- 
pointment  and  employment  of  an  adcu. 
tional  number  of,  waa  read  twice,  and 
committed      ......     B07 

blanks  filled,  and  the  bill  reported  to  the 

House 904 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        -     900 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  committed  .....  970 
the  first  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  the 

rest  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  Houae  1071 
the  Honaa  agree  la  the  first  and  third,  and 
dia^RO  to  the  second,  fourth,  and  fifth  -  1078, 
1079,  1080 
die  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference        •  1080 
agreed  to,  with  a  reeolnlion  to  inaiet  .        .  lOOS 
tiie  confereea  report  a  disagreement    .        .  1167 
the  Senate  adhere      -        .        .        .        .  1170 
the  bill  indednitdv  postponed     ...  ]341 
N*Ty  Penaiim  Fmid,  the  Secretarr  of  tbe  Nary 
tianamila  a  report  of  the  Commieaionen 

oflhe -  II10 

Nelson,  Roger,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

hie  aeat 488 

apeech  of,  on  the  first  reaolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    -        .     668,  78i 
tcEoarlu  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  enforce  the 
embargo         ......    930 

ramarka  of,  on  the  resolution  to  raise  Tolnn. 

teen 94« 

renarka  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  bill  to  increase  the  naval  force  1049,  I18B 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  raiae  Tolunteen  -  1 1 6B 
speech  of^  on  the  nsololion  to  prepare  ht 

war 13H 

apeech  o(  on  Oenwal  Wilkinson'*  accounts  1670, 
1671 
Nepeau,  Evan,  letter  fton,  to  George  Hammond, 

rdating  to  the  blockade  of  Martinique     -  160X 
Newapapera,  the  uaual  reaolntion  to  fiimiah  three, 

to  each  member      .....    471 

Newton,  Mr.,  reUarka  of,  on  tlia  terenne  mtter 

hill         .        ■        -        .       631,  ess,  634, 6S0 
remarka  of,  on  the  foreign  licenae  Ull       941,  94S 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  bill  increasing  the  naval  force      1D43,  1944 
speech  of,  on  the  same  subject    ...  1066 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  ibr  relief  of  seamen  - 1073, 
1074 
rematka  of,  on  tbftMaaaachnaetta  memorial  1G3S, 
1689 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen^ 

ate  bill  concerning  the  departments         .  l&OS 
remarks  of,  on  the  ball  making  agrant  of  land 
to  the  Cheeapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company       ......  1668 

New-year'*  Day,  the  Honaa  adjourned  to  keep, 

a  holiday        ......    973 

Nicholas,  Wilson  Carey,  of  Virginia,  appeared 

and  took  hla  seat  .  •  .  -  .  473 
remaAs  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Foreign  Relatione  .  -  .  -  6SB 
Hr.  Qnin^  is  called  to  order  by  -        -    968 

remarks  of,  on  the  raedntionto  increase  the 

Naval  Establishment      -  .078 

on  the  neceesity  of  an  extra  aesaioB  -  10S7, 1030 
on  the  motion  to  print  certain  documents  -  1081 
on  the  bill  to  raise  volunteers     -        -        -1160 
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INDEZ. 

AwM  Prvcttdiiigt  luid  Dtbatet. 


Hickolu,  Mr^  nmaAa  of — coDtinued.  Fi|a. 

on  th*  reaolalioii  to  |ir«i«ra  fiir  mr    •        -  1IT3 
"    od  tba  motiaii  to  dmde  laid  TMolDlion        -  1S3S 
on  hu  propoMd  ordar  nlallDt  to  lh«  attcta- 

nl  itot»» USS 

OD  th*  Don-iDtncoune  hill  •        -  14W,  1601 

^•ach  of,  on  Mr,  Milnor'a  mottoa  ta  itrifce 
ontthgflnlaaetionofMidbUI  -1443 

Non-Intareouna,  ■  bill  on  Iba  nbiact  ol,  raid 
twica,  and  rafarred  to  tba  OoMMJItao  of 

Uie  Whola 911 

tha  Coinniitlea  of  lh«  Wboladiaehaqad.and 
the  UU  romwittaH  to  the  eommiUaa  who 

rapotad  it 14ST 

a  laaolntion  nibiiiittwi  bj  Ml.  Rtia*  oo  tha 

aubjaetof 

a  Mkolation  inlHaittad  bj  Mi.  J.  O.  Jackal 

and  withdrawn       .....  ii)6 

Koith  CanlioB,  Mr.  Macon  praaanlad  Rimdij 

naolnlioiu  of  the  Slate  of,  aifHaating  d*- 

tMsunatJoD  la  lapporl  tha  Qovsnunaat  - 

O. 

Offiean  of  the  Hanaa,  extra  allowanee.  tnada  to 

anndrr IMS 

Ohio,  tho  petitiOQ  of  •ondr;  pnrchaaan  of  pnblie 
land!  in,  wu  refiirad  to  the  ConMiiuoe 

on  Public  Lanth SOI 

a  report  froiD  aud  commtttae,  rcfarredto  the 

CommiUaa  of  the  Whola        -        -        -1096 
patition  of  nndtj  inbabitaati  oC  and  pnr- 
diaacta  oTlsad,  [K«;ing  a  reDiiMion<rfin> 
terait  fbrleited,  referiad  ai  iboTs     - 
Olden  in  Council,  comma nicaled  hr  Mr.  Can> 

ninf  to  Mr.  Pinkncj       -        -        -        -  tSSO 
of  die  lllhofNawmber,  1B07,  bjrMr.  Ci 

nint  to  Mr.  Pinkn^      ... 
daclarinf  all  the  porta  of  France  in  a  it 
ofbloekada 1606 

the  foregoing  ... 

declariDK  aalea  of  *aweli  to  tha 

Great  Britain  illegal       ....  ITOO 
filing  the  tine  at  which  the  aecond  order 

aboTa  ihall  go  into  afiact         .        -        -  1703 

giving  further  initruGtioDi  aa  to  eiamplioBa  1TD6, 

170S 

releadng  the  wbipm  of  Prtiiiia  and  Lnbao    -  1T09 

relaaaing  the  ihlpa  of  Poitngal  ...  1710 

Oidiunca,  a  bill  ptaMnted  autboriiing  the  ap- 

puntmanL  of  a  Buparialandant  of,  wa« 

reed  twice,  and  committed      ... 
Orieana  Teiiiioi?,  a  raaolution  wai  lubDiittad, 

directing  tha  Conuaittee  on  Public  Landa 

to  inquire  into  the  aapediencj  of  lajin( 


-  1701 


erU 


a  raaolution  inbmitlad  directing  (he  Cou- 
mitt«e  on  Pnblie  Landa  to  inquire  into 
the  expadiencj  of  granting  right  of  pre- 
amption  to  lettleii  in     ....  nBg 

the  reaolution  agreed  to     -        -        -        .  lUl 


Paina,  Tbomai,  the  letter  of,  referred  to   the 
Committee  of  Claimi     .... 
a  report  from  laid  committee      ...  1870 
oidatad  to  be  printed  ....  laSO 


FaiM,  Thomaa— oootinoad.  Pmga. 

tha  report  at  large I7W 

latter  to  Iha  Honaa  of  RananntatiTaa        -  1781 
latter  to  the  Speakn  of  the  Heoaa    -  ITU.  1784 
Pailiement,  act  of  the  Britiah,  graatinf  t*  tha 

King  certain  dntiea  of  caaloraa  -  1711 

■cttoptohihitthaeipaitalieaafeottoBWod  ITn 
act  ■aklng  vahd  certain  Ord«a  in  Cooacil  1731 
act  to  ragulate  trade  between  Oreat  BtttaiB 

and  the  United  Stataa  ....  1739 
■ion  Lkt,  the  Coamittee  of  Claioa  inatroet- 
ad  to  inquire  into  thiexpedieacjofplamic 
on  the,  peraoni  wanndeil  ia  the  eerna 
of  tha  United  Butaa  aince  the  Bemta- 
tioDarj  war  ...--.  893 
Panwina,  Mr.  Rhea  ■nhmitted  a  reM^atiaa  that 

certain,  Ac,  be  paid  at  the  Treaaaiy  48> 

refamd  to  the  Committee  of  CUimi  -        -    M< 
abill  preeented  anthotiiing  the  pajaaattf 
certain,  b;  the  Secretary  of  War  al  the 
aeet  of  GoverDniant,  read  Iwiea,  and  coD- 

mitted SM 

nported  with  amendmenti,  and  ordarad  ta 

a  third  reading       .....    OH 
t«ad  thelhird  time,  and  paaiad  ...    898 

the  law 1797 

Philadelphia,  the  petition  of  aoodiy  merchante 
oC  prajiag  an  amendment  of  the  met  ex- 
tending  cradit  on  revenoe  baodc,  &c,  r^ 
{erred  to  Committee  on  Cominnte  and 
Manubctum         -        .        -        .        .    473 
Philadelphia,  Brandjwine,  and  New    Londoa 
i^impike  Company,  a  memorial  Son  tke 
Preaident,  &c  of  1^,  prajing  aid,  Ac, 
referred  to  a  committee  -        ...  im 
laid  committee  diacharged,  uxl  Iha  memo- 
rial referred  to  a  Mled  eommiUea    -        •  list 
Pike,  Captain,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

whit  compenaatioD  oogfat  to  be  allawed,  < 

and  bii  compiniona,  for  eiploring.  Ilc   -    4S6 
report  thereon,  with  a  bill  making  compai- 
iition,    read  twice,   and   referred  t«  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  •        •    S6S 

amended  and  reported        ....    MS 

the  report  of  the  eommiltaef  wA  maAj 
document*     ......  ITM 

a  lilt  of  the  pel 
HnkneT,  Mr.,  cormponden 

Urj  of  Bute,   ISVS,  1603,  I60fi,  IGO«,  1608, 
1609, 1611, 1617,  lUl,  1694,  ten,  1843,  KM, 
16G1 
uaieipeiiilenrn  ot,  with  Mr.  Canning,  1607, 1419, 
1B3&,  less,  1631,  ISaS,  1643, 1840, 1660, 16&1, 
1(63 
opneapondence  of,  with  Mr.  Smith      -        -  16St 
ntkin,  Mr,,  of  Connecticut,  noarfci  a(  oa  Aa 
bill  to  dqaiTe  the  TerriUrial  Gotmimb 
of  the  prorogaiog  power         ...    491 
on  the  reieaue  cuttent        ...     B33,  SKI 
on  the  Senate  UU  to  enfiKce  the  raghaifo  -    961 
on  the  motion  to  poitpoiM  the  bill  to  paa- 
vide  an  adiUtianal  militarj  foree      -         -  1314 
Plumb  laland,  Maaaachnaetta,  the  CoMinillaa  of 
CoAmerce  and  Manufactoree  initivctad 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediea^  of  rebaild- 
ing  two  light-houaea  on  -        -        -        -     491 

Poindalter,  Mr.,  of  Hijainippi,rem&TfcBaCoiiUa 
bill  to  take  away  bam  the  GoTemon  of 
the  Territoriea  the  power  of  proracoittg 
thMT  Legialatiini  -        •        499. 491,  MS,  Ml 
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INDEX. 
Borne  Pncttdvftgt  and  Dthatet. 


PortlMd,  Mtiu^  a  petition  oT  randiy  mariiim 
oi,  praying  relief  fiotii  the  operatiao  of  the 
onbargo,  TaAired  to  ComititttM  of  Wayi 
and  Mcam    .-■---    MS 
on  motioa  «f  Mr.  Campbell,  ilie  nid  wm- 
tnitteewenducttargad  -        -        .        .  1030 
Pwla  and  Hubon,  a  MesaaKa  fmm  the  Prendeot, 
with  a  atalament  of  the  worka  of  defencs 
pcoTided  Ibr  the  fttXj  at,  Tcferrcd  to  a 
committse      .■-'..  1036 
Poatmaatoi  Oennal,  report  ftom  tha^  napecting 

nnpioductiTe  tontes,  Ac.        ...  1330 
PoU  Office  and  Pixt  Roada,  Mr.  Rb«a  nbmltted 
an  order,  to  ba  added  to  the  mlea  and  or- 
dera,  foi  the  appaiDtmeat  of  a  etandiug 
ooniaiUee  of-        -  -  -    47S 

order  agreed  to,  and  tiie  comaittee  appointed    473 
Poat  Road^  a  bill  to  idler  and  aboUah  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  lUA 
Potomac,  a  HU  anpplementary  to  the  act  Ibr  erect, 
■ng  a  bridge  on  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   eS4 

Pre-emption,  a  petition  of  landry  inhabitanta  of 

MiaMaiipiH  Territorj,  pnjing  the  right  of  140S 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fubtic  Land*  -  1110 
■imilir  petition  from  aeltlen  wcit  of  the  Tom- 
^bea,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Landa 1410 

Preparation  fai  War,  a  reaidution  aulunitlad  by 

Mr.  Nichdae  relating  to-        -        -        -  1173 
firat  daan  cauied,  and  rabrred  to  a  com- 
mittee     1360 

two  molutionf  anhmitted  by  Mr.  Durelt,  re- 
ferred to  the  aame  -  -  -  .  .  1377 
•aid  committee  diacharged,  and  the  reaoltt- 
tioaa  referred  to  the  oommiltoe  on  the  noa- 
InUreoofae  bill  -  •  -  -  •  1437 
Preabyterian  Ctmgregation  of  Alexandria,  petition 
of  the,  for  an  act  of  incarparatioD,  rafbrred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Diatiicl  of  Co- 
lombia   1041 

a  bill  praa  anted  to  iiKOrpento  the,  read  twice 
aBo  committed        -        ,        .        .        . 
Preaident  of  the  United  States  a  jidnt  reaolulion 
from  the  Senato  fiir  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  Inquire  what  iiiitiiar  meaatina  oaght 
to  be  tohen  for  accommodation  of  the,  fltc.  14S7 
agreed  to^  and  a  oomtnitlaa  appointed         -  1441 
a  bill  ftoD  the  Senato  making  fnrther  prori- 

■Im  Air  the  bovaaboM  of  Ihe  -        •        -  1498 
ia*d  twite,  and  eemniltod  -  -1608 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        .        .  1644 

thaaot 

PrendBiti  and  Vice  Prerident  elect,  the  Senato 
report  a  reaolntion  Ibr  the  appointmant  of 
■  Joiiit  committee  on  the  auhject  of  the    -  ISn 
agreed  to,  and  a  joint  oommittee  appointed  ISfil 
report  ofaaid  committee,  an  dtellera  appointed  1410 
agreed  to  in  part  by  the  SenaW,  and  a  teller 
on  their  part  appointed  -        -        -        -  1411 
Pieaidanlial  Election,  a  reiolDtiw)  on  Ifao  anbject 

ofthe,  iubmittedby  Mr.  Cntu        --      -1341 

reaolntion  on  the  aatne  anbject  by  Mr.  Baoon  1376 

agreed  to-        -        -        .        -        -        -  1377 

Prince  of  Marine  the,  circular  of       •        •        -  I76t 

Printing,  the  tunal  reaolotion  adopted,  direoting 

the  Clerk  of  the  Hoate  to  adrertiee  and 

oontnet  for,  &c 1S61 


Proclamation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliol,  il 

reaolved  to  reqaeit  the  Preaident  to  caoae 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houae  a  copy  of  hii, 
inned  in  April  lul,  in  conaequence  of  op- 

Snition  to  Ihe  embargo  lawa,  neat  Lake 
bamptain 639 

Menage  communicating  it      -        -        -    S80 
Pmaria,  extract  Irom  a  convention  between  Hia 

'    MaJeet^andtiieKiDgof-        .1887 


m 


Page. 


Public  Bnildingi,  tl 


«of 


Preaident  trananitted  a 


«33 


473 


lid  committee  initmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  price  o4  M>d 
abtdiahing  credit  on        -        -        -        •    976 
billtoalter  the  term*  of  Bale  of,  read  twlco 
and  committed        .....  toH 
PnbHc  Land*,  a  bill  from  the  Senato  to  extend 

the  time  for  making  paymcnta  for  the  -  1330 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  ...  1241 
ordered  to  the  Ibiid  reading  ...  1493 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommlttod  -  -  1433 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  -  IB40 
tiie  act IBSt 


Norember  16,  1794 
oftheSdof  January,  1799        .       .       .1741 

Q- 

Quincy,  Mr.,  of  Maaaachnaetta,  remarks  of,  on 
Ibe  reflation  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaanry  tor  copiea  of  alt  instiuclioaa 
to  coUeclora  md  otben,  in  relation  to  the 
eiecution  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  -  478 
remark!  of,  on  ths  reference  of  Mr.  Maeon'a 

laat  reeolution,  touching  Ihe  embargo  -  499 
on  the  re»enue-eutt«r  bill  -  -  -  ■  533,  637 
■peech  of,  on  the  reaolntion  in  relation  to  the 

edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  Trance  -  -  634 
explanatory  renariu  -----  668 
^ecch  of,  on  the  fint  reaotution  tested  bj 

the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  •  761 
on  the  reaolutioD  to  rabe  filly  thousand  lol- 


on  the  bill  fbr  die  relief  of  dietteeaed  aea- 

mon 1078 

on  the  extra  aeaaian  •        .         1106,  1138,  1184 
on  introducing  two  reaolntioiu  relating  to 

the  collectonhip  of  Boston  1173,  1177,  1181 
on  the  non-inlercounobill  -  -  -  1438,'l600 
on  the  Masaacbusetts  memorial  -  -  1638, 1689 
ol  the  bill  relating  lo  foreign  licenses  -  -  1664 
lorum,  intorchange  of  measlges  slating   the 

■        " 470 


Randdpb,  John,  of  Virginia,  eppetted,  and  took 
remarks  of,  <ni  Mr.  Marion's  motion  to  reAr 


remarks  of,  on  tbe  bill  to  frank  certain  docn- 
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INDEX. 

Simte  Proceeding*  and  Debates. 


Randolph,  John,  Mr.,  remtrki  at  Page- 

on  introdudng  a  leaolution  to  reniOTe  the 
injunction  of  ucrec;  Trom  certain  Execu- 
tiTB  document       .        .        -        .        .    612 
on   Mr.   Nicholas's    resolution   concerning 

preparation  for  war        -         1330,  1333, 1340 
on  the  reaatuttan  to  appoint  a  joint  commit- 
tee on  the  petitions  in  relation  totbe  elec- 
tion of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
PreaideDt  by  the  Legislature  of  Musaehn- 

■etts -  13M 

on  inlToducinK  a  resolution  relating  to  the 

disburaement  of  public  moneys  -  -  1330 
on  Mr.  Nicholas's  rMolulion  ...  1334 
on  an  order  relative  to  the  counting  of  the 

Sectoral  Totes        -        -        -  U3S,  U33 

obtheDon-intercoanebiil  1463,1500,1501,1608, 

1S36,  1541 

eipCaOatory  remaAa 1485 

on  the  bill   to  proUbit  the  exportation  of 
anna,  Ac.      ......  IMfi 

«o  the  accounts  of  General  WilkinaDn  1664,1568, 
1571,  1675 
IMigioos  SoctetieB,  a  Mil  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  incorporation  of,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colanbia   -        -         -        -        ■  1303 

read  twice,  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -  1363 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  1667 

Berenue,  a  remlulion  adopted  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  la;  before  the 
House  a  statement  of,  from  all  sources, 
designating  each     ..... 

report  of  the  Secretary,  in  obedience  thereto  1035 

report  of  the  Secretary,  correcting  an  error 

b  the  Register'a  statement     -        .        - 

Kevenne  Bonds,  a  bill  fropi  the  Senate  supple- 

menlaiy  to  the  act  extending  credit  on    - 

read  twice,  and  committed  lo  the  Commit* 

tee  of  the  Whole 

amended,  and  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
reported  with  amendments,  lead  the  thiid 
time,  and  passed    .        .        .        .        - 
the  Benate  agree  with  amendments     -        -    ST6 
which  were  agreed  to         •        -        ■        ■ 

the  law 1807 

Bevenae  Cnttan,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Black- 
ledge,  the  Committee  op  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authoriung  the 
Freaident  to  employ  an  additional  number 

a  bill  anlhoriung  the  employment  of  twelve 
additional,    presented,    read    twice,    and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wliole    BIL 
recommitted      ......     538 

an  amendatory  bill  reported,  read  twice,  and  - 
committed      ......    632 

ordered  to  the  tliird  reading  ...  767 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  .  .  788 
returned  with  amendments  ...  041 
amendments  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 

Ubie Me 

the  House  refuse  to  concni        ...    BftS 

the  law I7B7 

Be*isal  and  Unfinished  BnaincM,  Mmmitlee  of, 

appconted       ......    473 

KaTolutionary  Officers,  memorials  of  snndiy,  re- 
siding in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
praying  Telie(  peaented  and  Mad  •       -    613 


Pig* 
Rhea,  Mr.,  of  Tenneasse,  swech  o&  on  the  «£cta 

ofOreat  Britain  and  Franca   -        -        -    675 
ipeech  of,  on  intrndijcing  •  Fesolotian  of  ao«. 
intercoune      .         -         -         .         -         -    970 

)U  the  extra  session 10*9 

Ml  Mr.  Nicholas's  resalution       -        -        -  114} 
}n  the  nou-inlercourse  bill  .        -        .  MM 

Bichard*,  Jacob,  of  Pennayliania,  ^peand,  and 

took  his  seat 171 

Soa^  and  Canals,  so  much  of  the  PieaidenCs 
Message  as  relates  lo  the  di^ootion  sf 
surplus  revenue  to  tlie  imprDrement  oC 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -        -    4SI 
Rowan,  John,  of  Kentacky,  appeared,  and  toek 
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■  bill  fhnn  tha  Seoato  to  incorpaiate  the 

Canal  Company USS 

FMd  tha  third  time,  and  paaaed   •  .  1431 

thevt-        .        .        '        -        .        -  1811 


Ways  and  Means,  ataoding  committee  of,  ap- 

pointed.        ......    41% 

Wast  Indies,  a  reaolntioii  was  submitted  that  it 
k  expedient  to  opeo  a  trade  generally  with 

the 48T 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  seTcral  en- 
bargo  reaolntiona 4SS 

White,  William,  and  others,  bill  for  relief  of, 

paased 90S 

Whitlemore,  Amoa  and  William,  a  bill  to  eztand 
a  patent  right  to,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  ISSff 

Wtlkinaon,  General  Jamea,  Hr.  Kaadolph  iBtro- 

duced  a  na^tion  of  inipby  into  ad. 

Vance  of  paymwta  to,  which  was  agreed 

to,  and  a  committee  appointed  tfaereOB    -  1381 

report    of  aaid  eommittee    ordered  to  be 

prinlad 1608 

laidonthelabU 1075 

BMther  ra*oki()o&  on  the  aane  snbjset  iwg- 
attrad 1B78 

WiUams,  D.  R.,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  ratnarfca  of, 
on  oftning  an  amendmoit  u  Mr.  BUiot'a 
lawlBtion  tiling  for  copies  of  the  inatme. 
tiena  in  relation  to  the  exscatim  of  tta 
embargo  law*  -        -        ...    479 

o<*  the  bUl  to  prorida  fer  additional  leraBaa 

OBdMiae 

ramarfca  on  the  patitiiin  from  MarUehead, 
aipraasJTe  of  lit*  satM&ction  that  their 
iah  bad  not  been  ^  jailed  by  the  an. 

berg 901 

on  the  bill  auihoriang  aa  additional  UHiber 

of  nand  officers,  seamen,  Ac.  -        -    907 

on  the  piopoaed  increess  of  the  NaTsI  Es- 

tablUhment 977, 978 

on  tha  Senate  bill  to  antbrca  tha  embargo  98fi,  989 

on  an  extra  se**ion    .         10&7,  1097,  1100.  1147 

on  the  Senate  amendment*  to  the  bill  for  in. 

creasing  the  NsTal  £*tabli*hmant    1086,  1048, 

1068,  1186,  11^ 

on  the  bill  for  tha  relief  of  diilieised  seamen  1074, 

1«7« 

on  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military 

force IISS 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Nicholis'e  reaolution  133B,  1368 
speech  of,  on  the  non-intarcouise  bill  1439,  1447, 
1460,  1610,  1512,  1614,  I6M 
WiUiama,  Marmaduke,  of  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, and  took  hi*  leal        ...  1461 
Wilson,  Nathan,  a  new  msmber  Erom  New  York, 

Hipeared,  and  took  his  *eat    -        .        ■    470 
Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  hia  «eat 618 


Tea*  and   Nays,  on  eonaidering  Mr.  Chittan. 

dea'a  resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo    -    47^ 
em,  618 

on  the  indefinite  poa^wnement  of  the  bill  to 
deprt*e  the  Territorial  Qoremon  of  the 
power  of  proroguing  their  L^ialature*   .    609 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Ent  resolution  re. 
poitfld  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lation*   6M 

on  an  appeal  6om  the  Speakor'*  deeadon    -    688 


.dbyCoo^le 


Boiue  Proceedingw  and  Debate*. 


Teu  ani  Najs — continued.  Ptge. 

on  the  puuge  of  the  bill  lathoriiinf  addi- 

tiODsi  revenue  culteri    ...        -    788 
«a  *  resolution  to  remois  lh«  injunctjoii  of 
lecrecj    fniin    ceitain    Bieculive   doca- 


T«w  tnd  Naji — coDtinued. 


814 


■00  the   fiiet  clauie  of  the   fint  reulutioii 
reported  bj  the  Cominiltee  od  Foreign 

Hela^iu 8t>3 

on  the  wcotid  member  of  uid  retotuiios    •    8M 
on  the  entira  reiolution      .        -        .        -    g6S 
on  the  question  of  ■djoarning  from  Friday 
to  Mondaj     ......    B6S 

OD  another  quertian  of  ■djoanimeiit   -        -    8S8 
on  the  motion  to  wnd  ibr  ahMnt  memban. 

no  quonila  being  preient        ...    864 

«n  a  notion  la  adjourn      -        -        -     886,  888 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker'*  detdwon  88B,  BW) 

on  diTiding  the  fint  member  of  the  lecond 

teaolution,  reported  bj  the  Ceminittee  on 

Fi^ign  ReJatioiu  ....     891,  B92 

on  agreeing  to  the  aecond  member  of  said 

reaolution 89S 

on  the  Hcond  reeotution  u  emended  '        -    894 
on  tb>  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  petition  of  certain  prisonert  en- 
gaged in  Miranda's  eipedition  .         .     89T 
on  a  motion   to  amend   Mr.  ChlttendaD's 

.reaolutioD  to  repeal  the  embargo      -        '    899 
on  naming  a  daj  fin  conBdering  the  Senate 

bill  to  enforce  the  embargo     ...    903 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  to  the  bill, 
BUthotiitiig  the  em[do;ment  of  an  ai)di> 
tioDsl  number  of  oard  c^oera,  aetmen. 


&c 


on  the  Senate  bill  to  compensate  A.  J.  Vil' 
lard  for  hia  improrement  in  the  mode  of 
monnting  cannon  -        -        -        .        -I 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  title  of  MJd  bill  -    I 
on  the  pMSBge  of  the  resolution  to  laiae  vol. 


on  Mr.  Pitkin's  amendment 
bill  to  enforce  the  embargo 
on  Mr.  Sturji  ■        -      ■ 


the  S 


n  to  amend  the  n 


I   988, 
99S 

on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  deriiion  -  991 
'  on  a  motion  to  adjanm  -  -  .  -  996 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  enforcing 

the  embargo 1033 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  raid  bill     .        -  1033 
on  fixing  a  day  for  asid  third  reading  -  1034 

oil  the  final  pssaage  of  laid  bill  .        -        .  1024 
on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  foi  increaa- 
ing  the  Na*al  Eatablishment  -        ■        .  1033 
on  (Iriking  out  the  word  "  gunboats"  from 

the  Senate  amendment  to  the  said  bill    •  1046 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Ben- 

aU 1048 

on  recommttting  the  amendment         .  1067, 1068 
an.filling  a  blank  in  the  bill  for  relief  of  dia- 

treased  leamen       .....  1076 
on  the  final  parage  of  said  bill  .        -        -  1077 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  ilioagreemenl  to  the  firat 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  au- 
thorizing an  incrense  of  the  Naral  Es- 

-  1078 


if  the  bill  to  diride  In- 


ig  on    the 

rut  of  the  Senate  to  tha  hill  far 

ig  the  Naval  EaUMiehmwH        -  IMS 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  allsr  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Coogna     .  1  Iff 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  raise  lol- 
nnteers  .-.---.  IJtt 

on  a  motion  filing  a  day  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  said  bill  -        -        -        -        -  1  in 

on  considering  Mr.  Quincj's  resolntian  tdal- 
ing  to  &.e  cotlaclorship  of  Boatm   -        -  l)7t 

on  the  passage  of  said  readutioii        -       -  /IS 

on  an  amendnent  to  the  Inll  to  inoa—  tte 
naTal  force     ...-.-  VXI 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  IkU  fmn  the  Sen- 
ate to  proTide  for  arming,  manning,  dtc, 
thesbipeof  war,  &C.      -         -        -       -  lltl 

en  the  indefinite  postponement  of  Mr.  Nkk- 
olaa'a  resolution      .....  1331 

on  a  moHon  to  diacharge  the  commillee  on 
the  resolntions  of  Meaara.  Nidwlaa,  Ba- 
con, and  Durell 14S7 

on  the  motion  to  refer  said  reaolutionalotiie 
committee  on  the  non-interoourae  biH     -  l4St 

on  the  bin  fbcthereliefofDaniel  Cotton    -1433 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  S>i  impontg 
additional  duties /Ml 

on  the  final  panaga  of  the  non-intem«ne 
biU 1448 

on  poatponing  said  bill       -  -1493, 1500 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  to  strike  out  the 
13thBCCtion  of  said  hill  -        -        .        -  150* 
n  amendment  to  the  ioTolid  pensionen' 


biU 


-  I50t 


on  Mr.  Macon's  motion  to  ametat  Ibe  sase  '• 
on  Mr.  Gholaon'a  amendment  to  the  mna  -  U 
on  the  amount  of  appropriations  bi  iitiifc- 


-  15« 
on  Mr.  Bloont'a  ameDdment  to  the  Aib; 

and  yt.Yy  bill iOX 

OB  poa^wning  the  tall  -  -  -  -  IW 
on  Mr.  J.  O.  Jackson's  amendment  -  •  IK7 
on  the  motion  to  lay  ihe  bill  on  the  lahk  -  13^ 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  .  -  .  .  ISK 
OB  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams's  motion  to  aowod 

the  laat  mentioned  bill    ...  -  IfSS 

on  another  motion  to  adjourn  -  -  .  lUS 
OD  the  modified   amenihnmi  of  Hr.  J.  G. 

Jackson  ...  -  .  -  1SS» 
on  Mr.  Blount's  amendment  .  -  -  IbU 
on  another  motion  of  Mr.  Jaekaon  to  anin^ 

the  biU  -        .        -        .  -        -  ISJS 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.  E|^h  to  amend  the  bei  lUl 
on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb  to  amend  tho  faiU  1S3t 
on  a  diTinon  of  laid  motion        -  -         -  liK 

on  Iha  final  passage  of  the  InU  -  -         -  IM. 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      -        -  -         .  I5i: 

on  concurring  in  the  amendment  to  the  ia- 

Talid  pensionera'  bill       .        -  -         -  ISk 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  to  nroride 
'  fiir  the  aceommodaliMi  of  Iha  Prend«Dt  -  IW 
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Appendix; — Public  Aett. 


Tskiuid  Nsji— contiimed.  Ptg«. 

OQ  the  final  puwga  of  tba  Benats  bill  foi 

completing  the  two  wings  or  the  Capitol  1M7 
on  amending  the  bill  lapplementaiy  to  the 

Ml  eatabUihiiig  the  Canits  of  the  United 

State* 1618 

on  ■  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  from  the 

Benate  to  antboriie  a  turnpike  from  Ma- 

■on'i  Canaewaj  to  Alaxandiia  -  -  lOGO 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  -  -  •  1S60 
on  an  ameudnient  to  the  Annj  and  Navy 

appronriation  bill  -  -  ••  -  I66S 
on  the  final  pasiage  of  the  ImU  eooMniing 

foreign  liceoee*      -        .        .        .        .  1666 


Yeaa  and  NaTe—continned.  Page. 

on  receding  from  the  diragreement  to  the 

amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Army 

and  Navy  appropriation  bill  ■  ■  -  168I 
on  the  final  paiaage  of  the  bill  for  the  aiig> 

mentation  of  the  Marine  Corp*  -  -  1663 
on  the  motion  to  remore  the  injunction  of 

aecrecj  from  certain  proceedings  -  1696, 1697 
on  a  motion  to  pnbliih  Ae  Secret  Jonmal  -  1696 

leog 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  ee- 
crecjr  from  the  correspondence  of  our  Min- 
isiara  at  Paria  and  London     -       •       .  16OO 


PUBLIC  ACTS. 


Page. 

An  Aft  to  anlhoriie  the  tranaportatioQ  of  a  cer- 
tain Menage  of  the  Preaident  of  the  Umt«d 
States,  and  docnments  accompanying  the 
aame J7B7 

An  Act  authoriiing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  employ  an  additional  nnmber  of 
Terenne  cutters  .....  1797 

An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  of  certain  pen. 
MiouB  bj  the  Seeratajy  of  War  at  the  seat  of 
Oosamment       - .       .        .        -        .        .  1797 

As  Act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effiiclual  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
aU  ahip*  and  Tessela  in  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  Statea,"  and  the  several  acta 
anpptemenUiy  thereto        •        .        .        .  179S 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force,  for  a  fhr- 
ther  time,  the  first  lectiau  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  fhrther  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  sgainst 
the  Barbary  Powers"  ....  ]904 

An  Aet  authoriiing  the  proprietors  of  squarea 
and  lots,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  to  have 
the  same  subdivided  and  admitted  to  record  IBOG 

An  Act  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  aet 
for  eitending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue 
bonds,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  por- 
P«*«" 1807 

An  Aet  to  alter  the  time  for  the  neit  meeting  of 

CongrcisB  -.-.-..  igoB 

An  Act  anthoriiing  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force       .....  igge 

An  Act  for  dividing  the  Indiana  Territory  into 

two  separate  goveiumenta  ...  jgos 

An  Act  supptementsry  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  estab- 
lishing Circuit  Conrta,  and  abridging  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  District  Courts  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  KentuAy,  Tennessee,  end  Ohio"  ISIO 

An  Act  making  appropriations  to  complete  the 
fbrtificationa  commenced  for  the  secnri^  of 
the  seaport  towns  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  defray  the  expense  of  deepen- 
ing, and  extending  to  the  liver  Hiaaissippi, 
the  canal  of  Carondelet      -        -        .        -  1811 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continae,  for  a  further  time, 

theanlhori^  afCommiadonersofKaskeskia  1611 

An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  opening 

dw  out]  in  the  City  of  WMhingtMi  -       -  1811 


An  Act  making  spprapriationa  for  the  support 
of  Oovemmanl  during  the  year  one  ihon- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  nine      ...  1816 

An  Act  extending  the  right  of  suflrsgs  in  the  In- 
diana Territory,  and  for  other  piupoiss       -  I6II1 

An  Act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  pack- 
ets to  Thomas  Jefierson     -        .        .        .  18SS 

An  Act  for  the  disposal  of  certain  tracts  of  (and 
in  the  Missiiaippi  Territory,  claimed  under 
Spanish  grants,  reported  by  the  Land  Com. 
miasiouers  as  antedated,  and  to  confirm  the 
claims  of  Abraham  Ellis  and  Daniel  Harre- 
gal I6SS 

An  Act  for  the  reUef  of  certain  Alabama  and 

Wyandot  IndUna 1834 

An  Act  to  interdict  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tireen  the  United  Sutes  and  Qreat  Britain 
•nd  France,  and  their  depeadendes,  and  for 
other  purposes  ..-.--  18M 

An  Act  making  provision  for  the  further  accom- 
modation of  the  household  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States 1830 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  making  payment 

for  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States    •  1631 

An  Act  further  to  amend  ths  Jndicial  System  of 

the  Uoitsd  Slates 1831 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treas- 
nry,  War,  and  Navy  Departments      -        -  1833 

An  Act  making  s  ftartber  appropriation  towards 
completing  the  two  wings  of  the  Capitol,  at 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses          1836 

An  Act  sapplemenlary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 

act  to  amend  the  diaiter  of  Georgetown"    -  1836 

An  Act  to  snthoriM  the  making  of  a  turnpike 

road  from  Mason's  Canaeway  to  Alexandria  1637 

An  Act  anthoriiing  an  augmentstion  of  the  Ma- 
rina Corps I8U 

An  Act  sup^emental  lo  the  act,  entitled  "An    - 
act  for  eatabliahing  tradiog-houaes  with  the 
Indian  tribes" 1846 

An  Act  making  approptistions  for  ths  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment,  and  of  the  Nsvy 
of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine      -        -        •  1846 

An  Act  couGoming  Invalid  Penaiiman      -       •  IS17 
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